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(f^KJLA-*^ if^ C4̂ kÂ 4 tic^l LA^ZZZZtt,

tAj-y^ (Lc^H~ tiv<^ maaa- zhytj db-<^<ZZAh^ • /'^v-
(Jhu^

ii_>e ^ i^A~^

^_C-v*
^

Jt%~ t -Cxs^, CtsAZ &-&ZZAT d lA&^-&Z/ «.
ct

CisZ~ Ok-, MsKSI £Z\sx*y~l^ 'V^Z A

/jyCZ <$^JXX*^A^A - )h/CxAA x
ZT -Z?y4-4-^-Z<A£y ^iA^e>-oxZxt^<Z^

o^aj^. 7Z^ Zih-A, cZf //TmZ C\An^<.-y /<*-Z/ ^ o - o<j-^ <laJ^<A

y
-L

^TW. < Ar->-

7

/za

\^.j tVx^yA t>-L ^.^^y-u-c^,

,1-v^^ i-- ’<^^,j/, 'i^rOWZ ^fec.

^/vX-tA^V /
-/ Z



7/0

/nf

a

Eastern Massachusetts,

~f'cisKf 0~>-~ ZaaAaX- 0-
1^— a-^- T7o~cZ_ aA-e^Ai_

Z ^7 XA
-J

i-^tcw-y Z7Z7

/z

{LLiZALZLAy^A-^/^

(TaXi TtZXZ

fr ttz. 74?
{

^ 1 1 V /*< , T I 't

tfc, ^U_v6
.

^ vv4—

M^. ^Vx-vt

h-AxU.A^x(—- 4 ZxXx

^ (jZ ZX-x^xx^-y^- ' Zy*. / <? . -^- z^r / /? ^z_ r^A <w& ^%-^/ZZy
j

—v. ^ ZXLZvA^yX .
AS-v^Ctf- Zzz^

/A y 7 v /7 L^y 77 , ,._— g, /7̂-y^i^ A*^y XZ~ ^<-^_

l^.ti.l // ritj , f, , y/ tJ~y-^A-y T*--\A-.t- ' '^'LlA-A— Zlti A.7^/. 0\ Aa ,/x^~ t AlXv-l-.-l

~

7ZZa. 7c..c^-<l £,a_+.A-~ ZTZT^^. . Z%-t_ <V^

X

,X~<- VlAtyAL*

CX/{- 4-a-v^. A

S7
t y ^

7ZZ. ?^
f

J /flx£<^-c/-A^/^ /~tr~^
(V^XXX^a. <Ax(.A^f fxs( A

Ia-^-Lx-x, fr/ <^~ ZtxCx, (A. CK-^x *-J
\£^tJ^sC% ffl\/y U~gL^ /3^yxvxU\'^x~^

'jf^*

r~* ’KT-^-A^t ^^o-v~-c.

^ia. crJ^o x^A, J) 0^-*^7 -

l _ <L <?ciUX- <”?_

^
33xJ

S-lyy^l P^X^. $-~d\SC\^ 4^yP\sX^\/lsijL.^ yPxL. SytXlS-X^Ax^ CXxC^AXt. £A<*_^7 ^ ^'^'C. ^C^'\A C*x/-^

(yxju^i^j c^a. dc^xju lutL C^trirx

H^ZT cxU LAS~kAx~ ' )4h-fji-A- ol-

/

\

'^XjLxxO

^z

T^y

A-v^Ccv ^xC'C-

tfc &*MZ,

<X- (Ua\^<-AA

4+*~

/\^t^t^. A'txCCv fcct-JT- (2*y ^Lc/ £*-X&S ^Q ~

13

~
7fc^7.

l^zr TZT^ ^ «^-/
>

CsT-a^-i- ALa~aX*-- .nASX%.

^U-e*-<_4,L TTt^ C-k-aTZEc. t^tXhZZ

ft

C

asZa Qj-Zis

/ ^'Cy/ty

f ZZ

TLzzr /H^ ibx - (

tx^^axl- <^.. r> i 6<#- ~ ^ XL

S'



mi
Ju^XA. /(j <ScJ i^WK. &Cisl/b

<j
6\/'2A.

^£c/Cv t^o^_
l

X^^-t^-v-'-\ £<Zhh-^*A 7^-* jZc-tA*^

£ t^VA. £xZA ' t̂<

(

Yk^.

w£T
^^^/^yVV^-wC^ ZZ\aZ&^ Xi~£u4~$-^ C^Z

cZ^ ZZi ^/txA '<^iV ^ — Z—4^*^ *^>mX ^/^v-v

/vv^) ^T
7 ^tZuA. / Cx^x^x^j £xZXZ\ t>ZZ^ Isy^A.A^*S14 tA^ZZZy^ ^ ^vtA

r &-\^

(1 y^ 6x~\a^-J c*sj IAS\ L\rx/\^„ t^S\ZA\>s*^y_ Z/ Zh~y\s^sXs 0Z^Zt^A^>--x^1
f

Z£j

M/>^y cZ^ca^x. <\^^Z A-v<-<7 ZZZZ ^ZZ t'x.'i^ <Z+sZ<c_ &ijrt\. « cAaZ

&^vx- (K- ^CoZCyyXA\~ $\s\si (2-v—y^Z^y*^ VX*-Z.

^MAAyt^^v44 ,
X_ ^0<ZZZ J Zf, i~xZA —^t^t_ ^yy/ZcAy

^xAc^ iZ ZZZZZx^ (y~\s\_-Z
t

JZs^x ^ &***«- hxZZ^. Z^^Za * ^o,

filZZ/t' Z*-A/—s^ <Z*^^CasZj X£c-t-^ ^lA^ZcZZ<_ oZA-^ (sxj-tj/Ax^t-xZ-- ^ ^

dCw/\A

^

<f-VV^vw ^tA <yZ/T'
t
Z ^-C-A-t-7 />~l^l Jj Z%xt*^_ °2l £-A^zJ

'

ZcxAx 'l^Vv^. ^ Ha^/A/T” »

ZZz

<14

t*PZ 0A\^. Zxj *^<y
$Vx^ Zr^y ^Ax^yp C

y
^7^ C-^r^A-^A ^\, (^ZA &~y

ZAx*. fly ZZ-e^ZA^ AA. - £- . Av~LVcy

,

>Cv-u-v--<^wV
/

ZZtZi /v\yZ^\^ ^

fiZZ- y/'tr^x^^^A c^-'j /Ccx-.G. <r~i «^t - g,
,

^C-V ^
>

<tA4-c/^/

-7

^l^vt^lt ^*.*2
^
J

^V ^--7 , r \

^

' /^

c^y^v^'v*-

Z£t^Z4 1^~~ <p£o-u? 1-<^X>^

t-t,^. O-xst^r^i Pxsy-rt, 2* <z v^y.^A__

M.+\ j i c v^e^iZy zv A^^yiyC ^Zx-eA CAy'<_ kia^C&O 22Z ^v- ^v-w ‘ ^-i.-<_
£ 2St_~,i_

V ^ /L^c/
J r-. ^ <'44^ '<4^S^^-t.^'

S) ^Ca.^?4m- Al-^-^. ^TvT^?
-

S' 4-<--i-*rC4 Ui^ZZ^. ^ \^t'<7 <-*-x-j>
t^-'^ziz^zzz^

,

cZt^^tSZZZx is? Z-i^j <y> j~'-/-^h w_?_g^!i.

^

£fe^uc 'y-i^i s_,_;^/<^_<st

£-*0'^i~~is)A^XC*1 ?>7 t^YJ-VU-X 4-1 <3-*^

‘'l

ft

7

((ZX- (o/X^yZ^Xy, . _ i-L^XX

.

/ 7- /- <£ Z lu^uy\^C Z&'CZ Z<x.~ e. y ts&Z"l-A^-v^vt_jt^^

-16
Ukr. Z " /7_ - e.

" ^
i

"7 /i>
'

/

" ^0 Tx^s^A. 7/>. -£,

- m . II - If /— •

Afr-Z^t

A. >





/% ‘1

0

h'tyyd.

%1<xaj
/ jyg^irvX-v <. ki/yL-

.
- li^y f^vnyi ^-l ..T^_< b ,3d 'X / & y

i

?-£j/'<y\<. jUsvrTs?-<y ^ir-i^^ V ^caX/L

A^lu^-<L b~^L S-iau. &3\^t CdtXtxAoi^ <Z\~QJU i-^JC ^£31 ^bu<'X^sv^Ly
/ l

- -
. /

l^y-cxX] (rfZ^~ Cry iLijjbU^ <^x< do^A^X, 6 u\. j(sJ L^~ ^x-

4'trensO
.̂

r^r^sC (Xaa^cX- fasfjrbCf

..'
c&~ o<4

UlHkXJ ^h^rCr^c.- &-aa.X Mai^tva^.
Gsyr-s^ cLaXjXj ‘^T^XAJ^y A^ C-o^OL ,

(3jbZZ\ Xx^x^-cd /^Lc - d£

^C-A-V^ ctti+edt '^Ma. Z£-. (XyXXX c/jLI^xJ^u\aX ^*.X Cka&L X3\x_

^w^-v ^1-^AA^'/m-^3 <aJ-L ^-67

<r^>.

y
cxXaAj cX^x/ix.

.

bcjbXtyi if xt .

<^ '4^. t'V'U^L-C OaJ^aa-^ <^c-7
3Lyy^

/
/v^ 'UyAx^rtA^ lXT
0

*Aav <S^ojC4siA.,.d <^lNl/v* ~^Vv. (uLaXXX&A ^XcXUAaC* Cr/ (f . S 0

^<VL l/C^ C^va_/a_ax^-^'c~^ <&*_XA c*J^sv~\A^AA-d- o\s? -*y\j-~^ C (x-^s*X-XL -'X ^f-V't-^.’. yyXiJC bb~

/l
va ^7 A_yf~

, 03h)X dy ^A-r^Xl IS-v-^t^, 3^yt b^x>

S- ^ "^ix\AAJ ^ ^

u

ISSGaQ

/

v *^K1 ^CXXT

"f\U^AA\X-- L\T-<Aay )/fnArO IXA-S^AS^ (XXr?
#

V't^A^uX <l't-w\sCsC^. bt~v^_> t^x^-X

/ ks^r? 'iXXrXtbX ^“M. ^fc: 2^ Hi^y
c
<Xhs^

7 r

&C^£- <Xs{t- 'ly') 1

A />^u-()-^x-v-». &A- /t. \ I '‘C i I-' t U r
1 AA^cJLG & / rh_<Cv' ^-4.- '-/ t',

\/~C-\^_. j C-iC'7

i 1
. .

7
/

u-^w L&yiAiwsi cCA~ 2lZ\ S-i^- 7 ^\aX~ b&-yy\f- A^\.
b3\sy X-iAL-tX

0-w^NvC- C*-^a.x\aX'*-d •

^

£L'ISV~#C
r
tyXZX- £*r-^A~cX..\ / 7, ( y- LA/\Xfx, /(?.U\M^ XlsJ Cxyy^<XX^ <XCXX,

^

i^t^Buc cb/ly^ CAy lAsir ' c7< <7 CLXdtXCj j/btjC^uu^d*' by j4-t

. , / .

W K~y ^/Vf^uAA. i^'i~irAjL-^. f* ^A.^/^, ^lXC >Cv cXe.A^

C

atJ

ia£C\a. Aw^ O-ai^aX ybtr/ hrt^X&y,
t

°^" ^ X

cCZ~ 7ti^ T2 /iU4 fc- <^c/C ^v <SL4^1 A>

C^W? o-v^Cv <^/ <3y>yxAA^XZXL4 -iAslA^-cd L-/^
^ 1

-&-y ^ivv ^'^-vv^-y ,
(J^XaA Las3LXX~ 04 ^Vv CriXX /

C^XCX C\s<^
.
^x' ^bx-^C L Xr) {

JLq*if\- 3X <*—»-—^-V ^,-v' tA^-r-x^^y -IsU-^ S/siri'

£\s '- ^XJ^-4-d C\/\j-~i^<X^f /jL'\-jLaXT
7/-

7XA. X-4 Q (aJX\ '̂^/> &A - QjL X3la-

ll

Oy-ex^p cXc*s\_

^ , tt I'V', tA! <-oy-<A^y
kLo-yyC (Xyz' c^aXZi.

k>

/ny^\r~\Ps^j A~s^s\s-*}y/ C-‘ky~^3y-— ^XL\+^3X~^ w- Ca<^j~ml

Xv ~y~~ y<r^~ <a . 3 0 ti J,
3 0 kf , Isi^

A- a_ //-h^aA-v -

e

£ yjsi 0u^.JL ~tw^> cyHa^t
,

{Jh^K <7<7PT- Lc*x2~ !ro-j Cc<UX*~iL c-tAt _ 777- c*xx

CXjy^ c^-JC - CvX ^777- ^7T >y^.cXJLy A^M.c*4<^ a^p-'tCX' 7*

tA^T^a-77 <2-
t

CrPt\As>. ^ ?vu> V^J-w; <~y_ ~C\ ^7^Av-»

^ «-7^c ci C<A_X * <3-y^7K,yCvv^jlw - g7^4K- <T \ C+XjC
j
C\*3/C+~ OxXIX̂ . Ca^XAik ~XtZi

Jl 4-K^AQ-t.—x^v r

bXXXcy

r



(OA*^\^ci cjju> & OnJiAlA f^jL^ 2£iTd^y

^^A/Cisf-y^ frj 'PlAs4-14 (ZaAcs -
tA^xAki. *A

, , / - • -- ,
/s\AJ~~Q> (sf> — cA-&-*y

yT_ / if
j

/ <3 ^u-c-t— /

i

A

duLsf(wC O-i^x. ^AtuffZA^ /^Aci^y^fCx^

rizMcJ-i^ EA AaXPT~ aAA
&j 6

a/^w>^ ^ AA^trAc (J 'Ptrx^X> ^xA*-AA/\

ATIXisxX iTZxy ryox-g^y A* dry*. ^ yA'M'b-^V-t ; c/Ar-0 r>^cAA7 oroc^y

4avaa ftlA AZjxA S~J IwM O~<o0U
,
1?>U, <-w A, ^i?Z7tU<. tox^Z

&J
t

<2.44.

fiAoJ- V Vv_. ojyJxy~- 'Y'rxCiAXk itA / l l < xX/ZZlyy. <cc yAx) ^vX-Ai ij £<- d^-tyy^r

AtZTZOioT tvtS 4xciAiy ^a!s6 A iu,. uHxa^ cAZZZ^J. TAX &st Qyy . AiZ, wu^.

/4-ai /-oZCZA t\a^/Oj &x fr^‘ ‘ C ft, yX.x '-y^.2tzp7

^vht:lXca^ -'t-'

^iaxaxl 6AA. */ ^f
^iyA cry. ^Xyrer\JL.

,k l

\yi O^ k-Ak; ^yOxG y* «_a/a

yu. f-f /U~ ITTkkZk.^ lorA Ac-A rrA4
/ / •

rw ^

6

aa4, o\/4A4k CK. flxArkkoZ C'/ou

djjA
, /P*

riAA^Cl_w/ ffVl-<

frTTlTTuy Zur o (h4oxtt£<4L CaZIoo^ 1 or*-? <&4^v £>1- kojjrCv-y. -.- OooxA&y
. PXo^

A^c^^a. OoCZ-xAyxn ,Arj.y trjyXA*. (a

>

aZ^A. ^oT IrcLyZ <y\Xr~jy
^

Xo/^-yN^
/
(ZoAXy

oy

J\kA^ I'U-^c. <fC (Xaa^jAo ~X^CaPaL (iM-PEEA
j

^-VA_
^

cdkJLX‘ <Axj
^

P~iy~KjC.^A'L/l C^-v

^ Ik-y^cJ/jJO
j

"fcs ~APj\,<A. £\.e

^

iAC arktr-uJC o-v-ox fCcr-kZcy Ox

C Cijr^-r 'Ay’o, /(.;, i ^lA/. /{ *^t \A ^ c A;" 4O ^rAxa. /J c o. ’- ' 1 (

<sirjl/ly. ~§tk fyrcky
j

Atk i-< rLy f/,.aA6rtx< A
/
Aa i C\jk SjC/r^j-^. iX^x^L. Oj ,'/*_

jfc. '2i/“M-'(. Cj./xi Ax. l C\JL-«C. fA fir\J~xJ(/L\.. A^y^sO O^^iyiyAx^lri^
'

<AlA V '^">-£- A

{/ Aj^AvsX
\j

tAoy, \^yy^ <j(\^(r~'M <^-a>V ^ Ac.l^\/C kA^rcs^r ^x. <A-AA\ f/

iyj\x^ JT UrtK^ PUrx. tli^AAA t^AoX AAk^ (a/^ ^Cy wy cLla^^. i^t^_

~i\

o'
P-C llti vaJ X.A/L p^rrA &r) X ^yCtLy

r

•r^A^\y\y

fl/ 0 lk fA CO-fyAC. <1sJ\AA cU , <J
;Tr-vr^

-V//IAA.
^

(Zx^y_ c/L 4-iv^c. 7^

{X ^yA. CsCy. (\JsM^U / * /i" L/<As1, -<UU
pf 4±P &~\. PAjl cAc V^iAA, p~j .£

J

(y x**-&A/C%^-\yr^ <X Ar-<

/

X-x. l A C c Xo^ a_-v_ &~AA-j L\P x/y^-j^

*&i

/^t \ .i ^jl/l <-a_

S"k-a^A^s^l 0\ ^^f,.Sb-7 AjuVx^y.

JL. l/XA.^- Al/ic^ Uxt4./[y^A h^etAtf—*^vJ jyJXs^ Axtr ^ J^AL.tAy fyV\y^k\s^rirxXA^ yyc^.^

h**sXs\s\sxA^s/ XsyA^P - /~hry $~A(4/La^\, AxAjxj SxA. tf^^xPAstAAlA

O-roxA. 'T'-y-i.ytA^iy sUuAJua. ^eJi V ^4^:

(>-wr LxxcX.., tyrk^ J 4AroA <£&M.

Ipr-Hy ‘-AZArLouLj’ Pky 'hyyyyZ'k \.txX~

7

X Xyyyr »1vwAaaaA.UaaJ' / /rt-C-C gy fjU.-X- A
, AfCC). (X ktx&L ^7^4

t - "7—1
-A iO-Ac Uft\_A A a / ln^Xi ~i'-y cA-

^JL

tz, /u.^<x 7XZL lajUZxy—yyA y ,
4^ 6 i-\^ d~\ -^ri «5c^-<, ^ ->_ g.

t’/'
/ k>

0 sAa
r

^
tA^A. ^^\a.

~1
s1AAlx -4 .M Ca>Ais7 'IsxAaA

^IA^Ak^-\_xA. - {fl''l
"x^ A~7

’

yAc^sx^. euAixt Ir^y-t-^APA ^ yAif^Ac-^-y
/

AjL^Xy'.2-A.Aloa^ Cr-L



J0
frfrdLA^ Caa-a^

J^d^frXXc ^AyK^dxX^ /f> Xffr^. A_

(£‘0~\^^- frVt_^!C / ^iAjLs/j^x^tX~d Xfr jXdjud
^

/LO f/t\— iCv^-^«^C AAyK^j d^-dy? dd\.^fr/frxA.

jfrfrsx^. ^ y/^-

Xffrfrfr $aA,AA-. ^J^-dA-fryfr Xl^d\ d Q^-AAA~^aJ

Cr-^^i- c^djA. >/ V^Lspr dX* 'V'vS^-v

A'tfrfrdfryCfrfr-^ C^/XXZXX. t-uddddob^.
^

^btj-A^-uL 1\i"\jVb-' (frtheuU.2-^_
^

<lAj-&ddA_ ~frfry-ayfr</-/L'

oLud^d 6^ £ LAsJdd CK^^A^ dyrifrfrU Jh-XA^A-

(/'b\A~ &~d' %A- b~7 Xfrtfrfr T^x^yfr/ r/Vi/4.^ /^a. Aaa^a. - isyj'-eKAf iit^dddndL-d cfrL LAfAyy?

if t) -
,

JLc&dtAAA^xl- d^^-d- i/C caT’o-x? &W d-i-A^yl Xffrfry/f fad X\J\d~ d-^XX\AA~jfr t/Z tAj/fry/

/ ^
&X ^d.yy <A „

fff-Ajy. \sA-A-A/\. - dU^ ifdx/VrA. ffrfry^r

,/

-/^ ^^A. ^Vl. O (AA-Aa. ddd^XA, 'd'd ,

(aNH-^'

^ia/^\^*-/v\Xa_ b\~

ot-x^v

‘ ^4<S

^V-TD ^7 dtd^ c-l X.././ / _ ddAd^
h

^tA- tv Aji'W f-tAAA dX-K.-

~JLa. d^^yjy/ 6fyV\x^cdZZ, dt/fef-v7 y

d_.C C^/) jjblsir-xsA C<a&\J ~lt^ Ct

v
i^vovm / i/ i^dtcA7 Wy^'j)-,,..y ^L^ALAs (_.-x

.<

^

> .
7b^x/ CAd^fryfr A^yi dXC^ ftffr^ frQAhvdfrV O^y dX,eeXdjudf/

.

dW, fdT^Zyt fry fryy-xA-j’ ^\-+yly* iy&f^-yfrt^ p'
C(~

/L^J (fA^. dwTAt-Csittf

V t. 'j' t. -k (A\A^\. y*’- '? "X-

v

•- (LaT^A-A-J A < fd-A ^ t '". • /</ ^

, /.’ 'V > <- /« A^y y 67w- W\~K. fluffy. d-AA-vL . ^7a,o^. ^ l*.rnu? Jxs

OAddddy^-
-U-J

AAA o-^j^ c/L ytcyy~ ZZ~ MX*6 it<yay/<A.

C<df\iW7 CK ^Cv! tAA /t^-dixA] d\d\frfr/Zfr'^]—V,ry j^\_y^-^-'Z. \A .A£ zzy

lAfr- tH AuaJ Lm <a-i

" 1
dls^Aj-KA^-'.-lfr 'L/C frf~fr tfr&'pv^/) i/ fl\A d-bfr-^fr^f-O SyL.A.dfrfrCfrfrfr't

fc t-U--(M'7 (rA^At-y dduy/'C^ -t l^J~xJ frls&-^ frfrfr

§J
VCZs. ^ '

t~r*- d

/4 f-fdx/V-'i/dsv-xaJ*. bfci^xd f-ArfrtfjLxsfrtZy (fvbtwv.

^
14^ AUA.

^/

/fr^^AA^djfrCfr .ifr a^\s\

/

t Laj ~frfr/Zfr ~f~ixA \AsA~y ~ffrZfrs\ /.y .
7f^iA^y t—-.

yyjd- C/t’\fr\-AA^ 0(frfrC/i j/ffry/iA. LAJ (kA] £\_ ^XJLSI^fru,</(, ^ frdfrifrfr-A^ L Aa. CS-ka ddfrfrfr^Ah-y^ ^f~yS~-yAA..

dZdfr
,

yf\j~sd^
^ffy^

L^d/Z*~^^~ frxr^AAt, &~x t/ ft A-

pirv- 16 y' fddfrCfry- C^r^fryfr CLA^AAdyf A-A^ A.

;
;/w-; , ^ x /« A'L-i-yt fffrfr-Kj ^ dAAji-y. d'Afrfryfrfr.. ^ 7^--l dy.-<-AA~<_jk. dfff'r<^d

ddfrfr fbfr^yfryy^ &\a_ T/aa &fjfr ——d dgt^sfr

(y^r~\A_ x/i

f\S\ d. Cfr\^. tfiSL-frj

y.y Sy-A-<_//l

-A i. (_yX-AS*A^v . j/\-^ ~du, X^cayf

Ctx^ dtfr/C (by. yA Cx^l^ as?

yfry(X*AA^
yy/

c^» >'

aM ,;
du^ltA,

i > - -7

®i.dt fry

1
\fr ~~ A

A-r. -ut-c

/
**- ^/y-ffrfrfr Z"L-a^<^- dfrs. frC-t. Xty

ydy^. ty c/ltO x.yj^!.u_

CL4-4- xA^y //'l^A- ./

t-ij/iA-A* frfrt'(/x~AAyy c*fr-i,/'c>-y1/

a/ Xff&xyyC Xt-y*-y Ok- fS&yfr

^
4y^frCy

y\yded y
izr+v^y ^ • .

Qx^-yVA^r v-O <T>. ffrXX-^^y^ X t-T.fr

y '
X dtf fv^cyC^ -X dfr-c^ /dyy.-d //fry" J <dy ff - d/fry^'y

isU-^A— a,<7 ixAa. y V ^iU^^-K^y, ^y/r-^-*A_ ,'.. 1,-_<u_ ^x<7 cfr^cfryd ,



Sfifo J'KaM'

/tX
ty^J

*1) h

/ ^nxixy ^v\xxxAy

C&AA l
1*>~ix£) 4/-v

^ f /fy^. ^L y'fcc

A ' /tyP^A' cL*N*-<^

yCy ^Ax. /c*~x+xX. ^ti-Wo

c. /u^yL cy c!^-xj'-^-- Aa^xx A a. f\A^-A ^-v AAtA^-^~ ^x^y^x.

/y~- £<Ul a^£A
y

- CslxA £x\yC j~ £l*A ^
A^z-x^f

f XX^xjf/A^xAt^i/xx. ^ < , yy

fix^y

'^XyX-X^yAxXyX.
<y/

/ fAlXxAA)
^
^ -^^Vl 'Jr+^&AsXX*- f 'Jxd lA/Z Z/xx ^~/- — £•>

^

Uu^ d4x^xX<Xsx<y J^v/h^v J\J\XA-XX.

3

(

'^J

'llA /*Ax^x*^x Z'j/'ftA', O'i^x^A (TXxX. t/^x/L<_x

^s^. .
£Ay LC&^/lA. 'ly~)

/S^xa-s Zaaxx^aaA ~Cx> CrxrxK. (Lo-J/x ZAA~ CrAAA^x,
4 c'/'Aa. '$~ia,A

lA/A0£C ^ lSxAAs\\bj
f

AA/j
{

*S f^x^v\s+-+-C./x~A &^-xA

fa-xAxA &-ix* v\AAAAAAxy
t
^t'i^.cK.'CC^ ^A. - £ £ JyL<r^^

££ cAxAAA £7

'~I\A/)'£ G O^ixJ ^h x7x^LLX^Ax./. O^/lJ-sxx (Aj t\Axx^ Oxx ~icL £«£zzz~ *Ja- b

t\ d-^i Ov- c*^y w

L--*—^ cvv (fx^yi

/
O^UUXK (Au LkdxA. Oxx £~xAA^x

(JJ

Acr'iy[yL<y'x/s'£)
t \J q//yy^/AA<- A ctxa<A /x '~ {?(- jd~ <̂x^A'-d-x.y.—1/_ yyl\,

Cx*- {^AtA-'x^)
'6vaa/(. £cyyjC, /A 'S-i^-y-t ^Ly/y Joy. <567 ,

&-^-'-*t yUA<.^

/cA s— ' /, li y -ti/i , /A-^(4«y i^y-AAA ii- cA-yy^^-^ AyAyss cy a ivv^w^

r
,/r

cJM*

A'XC-XZ-'XLXX]

OxlA~£x' i^J jty£t--(d-AX

Cx- y LaaO t/yAA-xs^ <A~d\x]
i

(2 Cxxsx*<a~- (2xs\.s£
^

CAx*U~
y

Q\sxl
j

CL-xxdC
f

dx^yV

<5~7

i
/Ac '.:-

1

• ,
y-<_«jty £//T £\ ALxxALx*-

<2-'>Siax3 t'xis\Ay cJU (Lj ~tZ,. (fa

/Cv. f^- <- <x-X, r
C^/*- " aA-^y

__, (yfiAx#/ ft-A/A (<//// cajl.x2L- A/^~ ’<Jx ~A. /A <x$

/ —7
— ~7“

7 x/xA+'t Lsxxxj- y O^vm:

,;
“ t

tfariy CLAxAA^ ixs^x.

£2xa//~aa l

pu d~7 AAA a& -V (/xxry. c£x^^fA,X^J f-Ax-x,

lf^^<lZ'^‘!'^-•a- 4
(J\x>xAaA-6C c*~ C-XlAPA yAtsV'iX-xf'/ ATOi/P< A-/

(A Ix^rAAx,^ AzAjt-K. 0~x A(__ 6<y C<-a9-/x~ £xj-

^sia^A/Aa^^ £A£-x &Y &-<fAl JxxyAy^/xy ljCA\^~ & y> fx^tx.'x.c^-
*

jc*sAo~^- v t£_j?-’ --'^-eA Tfccb- C-y ZZ2I ~/AZZsi A-*~a ^ rr-_

<2a_;-<L CuL*zX <*y<y~

ffl X'/ A^-XX^x-k. ctxj

‘Vx^. A/a {Aa/a ixtxji- a. AA^xJ

^/wAxiA1

&
^

I/~l/'//-'\ ts\yZ\x-\^x ^\a,. fLA-^tx/L-yA-*'
j ^

*^~x-^/x/ f//^-

(\f~t-UV 1^7"^—4 Ci^^AAxf L\/\~ l/x^xAy^x) ^A (~AXXL*d/xx*x^Gx, CxxA / (/{^xAx- ^

’.j~x d\^yC*~- - cd- x A^y^. -T-o^ *y£ ^ i^c-c^/o^o —

£2-i<_ tx^. ~ /x^y^y^, y £y£-£y<x A-^u. y ^<y-j y^yyy. <^-yxL_

(lla~<s&'t itu^t / £!^cxxx^lAZ !\X^xXX.J^tX^AUS^ A ^v^\»
'r~1

L4 'l^LA

yjls$~~?-^AAA~^dxj 1̂ A-Tx/AA-^XX-aA ~~~lf/.A> £<a//CA-

~pA~^
{/-^ixdx <a{/ fS^Ai Cx ArLi~s^A/Ay

/ix\xx^Ax-Aj fs\} ^vv ^ '4S\&*-A-~x- 2Lxa-A-' ^<xx^tuxx^ AAZ_.

^.AA^-uy yx (/x/fx

<aT 'XX.

A A- i^-~ A<~ ’- / Y



/ 1f ?0

hxyl ^ ft ^‘JxUy^y^A- £%\Z2 fA-Xa-

Stxx\.-<^-d- (t^. ^ A_/L^i
jj;

Cx^M^U ^ ^ dhrxoOs\^y'

^j^WT|/v fi?~\sir-lt-^X
r

^ !\,(A^a~Cj^-/

y *~

A~' tAj^ZZ, <

^~(fj
//^

/

•

^'*'^'~*s
ts^/C.

^/

b^t/fyyjJ^Q yix^-X dmSV Ci~j!t* —C^"O ^VA. (‘X'lZ $~x*Z \,.<Xs££\yy<. C^xsis^-*-^,

$~J

<~jfXx_&--t'1

uft^-cJ^-
j

A^-vaaw-^--^ UMkX) //So y^xA^ £v <yxr^<Au*A fi\j^Cy

^J-x^\y}-f'^r~d/‘C~ l/^\'\y}-^yAyy^Z<.xC_ fx^Ot^AyL ^MXcX.Zy
/(, £--^~

•

*5</^ • tAkj£x£yf

^X^rxy^^
J

'fl^i+y-l-j G^y^j ^_^6t
, <^l ^

XlZ <x/^Ca^

IaH^s^LI^ Lax^axxU^ frj^x^tXxxxL fflx*
*.
<^Cc llx^LAy. yxX^AA, oCx^Y (X*y* 'iXA^^-^ji

IaJXaAv^^ 'i
c''

—

t^Ayy* J ,
X K<V\A^ XZcc^Zy tA,\jtX^^x£ '

/^<xt^. _ i^A^yy <~x-<y&y\. c^t_,

0 l ' Wl^ fy, /P/^r

^-Vv .
^-i_-/4-^-

^

i-Aj^Jy(y^ cb~£^-dL ixsT^+^X- ,
X^-tA- eX d£xsi cxJXy

C\yLx

'

y{*M-<A lo Y~xrxxy7 Y ^Uv,A
£ J^yXy /W y<4yf. ^-yCSx^sL

trZ^
.

Vxs'^-^J t,t-ivW/W/^-
y
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Porzana Carolina .

Concord,

1895.

Aug. 19.

Mass

.

The wild rice beds at the head of Beaver Dam Rapid were

alive with Carolina Rails to-day. Scarce a minute passed

without one or more calling hi£ or ki-ki in sharp explosive

tones and when I struck the water with the flat of my paddle

half-a-dozen or more responded at once. I ran the canoe into

the reeds and watched the open spaces for ten or fifteen min-

utes but not a bird showed hinself. All the while some oird

(probably a Rail and perhaps P

.

Carolina ) concealed in a dense

cluster of reeds within a few yards of me kept uttering a

succession of singular cries, most of therrl low and crooning

but some sharp and grating like the scold of a Wren. I did

not recognize any of these sounds and think I have never heard

them before. Of course the Carolina Rails must have been

migrants from further north. I heard one in the reeds along

the Holt.



Concord, Mass.

1395.

Sent .4.

Sept .6.

porzana carol ina.

The Carolina Kails still linger in fair numbers in the

wild rice beds at Beaver Dam Rapid. I heard at least five thi

afternoon. They utter a great variety of noises among which

is the whinney and a drawling version of the ej.-e. not much

like the form used in the spring and perhaps really different.

I put the little cocking spaniels into the bed of wild

rice at Beaver Dam Rapid this morning and pushing off into

mid-stream watched the results of their active exploration of

the matted beds of reeds and water plants. Within three or

four minutes six or eight Carolina Rails showed themselves

either taking short flights or skipping across openings a few

yards in advance of the little dogs. Nothing else was driven



I

Porzana Carolina.

j

Concord,

|

1397.

I

Oct. 27.

i Oct. 28.
i

Mass. A tame young bird.

Late in the afternoon I discovered a Carolina Rail among

the button bushes on the edge of the river at the entrance to

the dock where ray canoe lies. It was a young bird and exceed-

ingly tame permitting me to approach within six or eight feet

without signs of fear. I watched it for a long time as it

fed along the margin of the water jerking up its tail sharply

at nearly every step. It was a beautiful little creature

whose every attitude and movement was grace itself.

The Carolina Rail seen yesterday was in the same place

this morning. Indeed it spent the entire day walking slowly

back and forth over a space of only a few yards square keeping

most of the time under some button bushes but occasionally

venturing out on an open space of bare mud. Why it should

stick to such a place with the great expanse of grass meadows

directly opposite is a mystery. Its tameness was even more

surprising for two of my men were at work all day within less

than twenty feet of the bird and at times they made a great,

deal of noise hammering at some large stones which they were

laying. This Rail is a rather peculiar specimen for its bill

is dark greenish and its plumage more than ordinarily marked

with white on the back and sides.



Porzaria Carolina.

Concord,

1893.

May 19.

June 6.

Mass. Calling through the night.

During my evening walk I heard three Carolina Rails

singing. One of them was in the meadow opposite (a little a-

bove ) the cabin and I believe it called without cessation the

whole night long for when ever I was awake its clear, plain-

tive er-e came to my ears at short regular intervals. It

ceased at daybreak next morning a few minutes after the Bit-

tern began pumping.

There were only three Carolina Rails singing on the entire

stretch of the Great Meadows to-night (as I paddled from Con-

cord to the cabin in the rain and darkness about 9 o'clock)

but they kept it up without the si ightest. cessation as long as

I was within hearing. One had a peculiar voice, almost con-

tralto in tone and with a queer double note at the beginning,

the call being really of three instead of the normal two syl-

lables, thus:- er-ar-e . This is the first variation in the

song of this species that I remember to have heard. The song

of the Carolina Rail is most nearly like the scatter-call of

the Quail but it also suggests the peep of the Hylas. Despite

its plaintive almost sad quality it is to my ear one of the

most pleasing sounds that one hears in our fresh water meadows.



Porzana Carolina.

Concord,
i

1898.

Oct. 6.

i

Oct .19

Oct. 20.

Mass.

Last autumn at about this time a Carolina Rail spent two

days in the narrow fringe of bushes on the river bank nearly

in front of the cabin. Gilbert saw one there yesterday and

he and I saw what was doubtless the same bird this afternoon.

We drove it into the end of the thicket which we trampled over

for several minutes without flushing it. Finally we saw it

swimming out into the river through the pickerel weeds. After

swimming several rods over deep water it rose and flew to the

shore near the upper landing. I have an idea that it was the

same bird that was here last year.

On the .morning of the 17th at about 8 o'clock the day

being clear and still at the time a Carolina Rail called kur-.

wee thrice in succession in the meadow opposite the cabin and

at evening just after sunset I heard the kur-wee again once or

twice and the ordinary autumnal call ( key ) several times in

three different directions.

At evening a Carolina Rail called at intervals for ten

minutes or more in the meadow opposite the cabin. It gave

the kep note only. I was struck by the resemblance of this

call to the peep of Pickering's Hyla - the spring peep I mean.

The Rail's note was a little less mellow, much less shrill,

and given more slowly.



Concord,

1898.

Nov. 6.

1399.

May 7.

Porzana Carolina .

Mass.

On the evening of Nov.Srd, on that of the 4th, and again

this evening, shortly after sunset, when the light was begin-

ning to fade but the western sky was still aglow I heard Rails

calling in the flooded meadows. To-night there were at least

two birds a gunshot or more apart. I suppose they must have

been Carolina Rails for their notes did not differ materially

from the ken or kick which this species utters in autumn but

it is very late in the season for Carolina Rails to be lin-

gering here.

Singing at night with peculiar voice.

Left the Keyes's at 8.15 P.1.1, and reached the cabin at

8.45. The night was dark, damp and still, the stars very

bright. Two Carolina Rails and a Virginia were singing in

Great Meadow. One of the Carol inas I recognized at once as a

bird which sang in the same place ( about opposite Sensed 1 s

landing) last year. It has a peculiar voice which I described

in my journal of last year.

aj



Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James K . PI emi ng

.

Auk

,

Pt . I
, Water Birds.

XXIII, Oct., 1906,
71. Porzana Carolina. Sora Rail.— Common summer resident,

April 24 to September 21. Breeds (May 11 to June 31).

2 /



Birds or Tapper St, John,
B&tciieider.

.
9S. Porzana Carolina (Linn,) Bd. Carolina Rail. — One seen at

t1 ort Fairfield. June 20. in a wet meadow partly grown up with alder
bushes (J. D.),

Bull, N. O.O, 7 , July, X882, p.152
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Mass. (near Concord ). 1887

1887

JK^j
/ 7 4

\J ^ . 7 * .Q-

/hsi -

ft e^Y

/h ifLc i )^ ^,|

•iV^

<f<^-^«>tK-v, <A-/

/ft^VAv* <* <

Fali Migration. Bristol County, Mass.

1885. Charles H. Andros.

Sept. 22; Sora Kails, (Porzana Carolina),
were

noted tor the first time to-day.

O.&O. XI. Jan. 1886. p.

^

Fall Migration, Bristol County, Mass.
1885. Charles H. Andros.

Sept. 28
;
Sora Rails still remain.

°-& O. XI. Jan. 1886. p,A.

Birds of Bristol County ,
Mass.

F. W.Andros.

Porzana Carolina (Linn.), Sora. Summer
resident, common. Breeds.

0..& 0 . XII. Sept. 1887 p.lOg

General Notes.

Summer Birds of Central Berkshire
Country, Mass. Fr-inrin n"Alloa. Balt)!1

5 - Porzana Carolina. Carolina Rail. — One in Stockbridge, May 30,

1892.

Bofimaim

Auk XII. Jan. Iuot> p. 88

n
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Carolina Hail.—On Dec. 29th, 1881, a
male Carolina Rail was shot on the mead-
ows north of Hartford, Conn. The bird is

Q.& Q. VH. ifaj\ l'§8§2j.I)

/
)

/^
ession - Rather late; in

iact, latest I nave seen recorded ? II. T. G.

29



Birds of the Adirondack Region.
C.BjMemam.

' 51 ^°rZana
,

CarOUna {IJnn^ Baird- Sora Rail.

—

Breeds about
die old Forge at the foot of the Fulton Chain of Lakes in Herkimerounty.

BuR. N.O.O. Q.Oot, 1881, p.234

Wintering of Sora Rail at the North. — Mr. L. S. Ward of

Rochester, N. Y., write’s me that he received a female Porzana Carolina

caught in his vicinity on Dec. 12, 1882. The bird was brought to him

by a farmer who said that while hunting rabbits with a ferret on his farm,

which is watered by a creek where Rails abound in season, this bird was

driven from a hole in the ground. u It seemed to be in a partially torpid

condition, and was easily caught as it crouched on the ground.” This

was nearly in the midst of winter, with cold weather and plenty of snow

and ice. On skinning the bird it proved to be much emaciated. While

I do not wish this paragraph to be held up in evidence that I believe that

Rails hibernate in the mud, or even turn into frogs, the circumstances

of the case seem quite worthy of record.—Elliott Coues, Washington
,

D - c Ball. N,’ 0. 0. S 8 Apil. X883, p. A? H

A Wounded Sora’s Long Swim.— While superintending the unloading
of brick schooners at the Mt. Loretto dock, Pleasant Plains, Staten Island,
N. Y., on September 20, 1906, I saw what I presumed to be a terrapin
swimming along with the current of the ebbing tide. I sculled out in a
small boat in order to investigate, and was surprised to find that the sup-
posed turtle was a Sora Rail (Porzana Carolina). As the boat drew near
it beat the water frantically with its wings and made every effort to escape,
but when finally captured, manifested a disposition to defend itself, and
repeatedly struck my hands and fingers with its bill.

I confined the bird in a crate on one of the schooners, where a number
of Sicilian laborers gathered around it, and signified their desire to make
a meal of it. One of the laborers thrust a finger between the slats of the
crate, and to my astonishment the rail rushed toward it with opened bill.
In fact it showed little fear of human beings, pugnaciously resisting every
intrusion, but when a small dog belonging on the vessel, approached and
barked at it, the bird retreated in apparent terror to the opposite side
of the crate.

A decided drooping of the Sora’s right wing explained its disablement.
It died within a few hours, and when I skinned it I found the muscles on
the right side of the sternum badly bruised, and clothed with blood, as if
the bird had flown forcibly against some hard object.

Judging from the direction from which the Sora had come, it must
have swam all the way across Raritan Bay from the salt marshes near Jack-
sonville, New Jersey, a distance of at least nine miles.— Robert C. Murphy
Mt. Sinai, Long Island, N. Y. XXIV, Jan., 190V, P-f6



1153- Additions to California Avifauna. By Walter E. Bryant. “Jbid.

,

No. 22, June 24, p. 426.—The additions are Porzana noveboracensis, P.
\

Carolina, Anas penelope, and Selasphoru

s

//0ressii (Loddiges).

For. & Stream. Voi.XS.YI



Albinism and Melanism in North
American Birds* Ruthven Deane.

P. Carolina, in albinistic plumage ii

Bull. N. 0.0. 1
, April, 1876, p.23

Albinism and Melanism in North
American Birds* Ruthven D*-ane,

The only additional example of melanism which I can add to the

previous list is represented by the Carolina Rail, for which I am
indebted to Mr. Gilman W. Brown of West Newbury, Mass., who

presented me with the specimen. It was one of about sixty of this

species shot by Mr. Brown on the shores of the Merrimack River

at West Newbury, September 1, 1877. At a short distance the

bird looks almost black. The upper parts are black with a tinge of

rufous, more especially on the scapulars, which are only tipped with

this color. The throat, sides of the neck, and breast are dull brown,

belly and under tail-coverts black. There is a white ring around

each eye, and a small patch of white behind each eye on the

occiput.

»*U.N.e.«. 4,Ja»., 1879, p.30

119. Forzana Carolina.

Downy stage : chick a few days old. Bill short, exceedingly depressed,

high at base, rapidly tapering, the tip deflected. The whole body densely

covered with dull black down, beyond which are produced abundant long,

glossy, black hair-like filaments. Upon the throat is a tuft of stiff, coarse,

bristle-like feathers of a bright orange-color. These are directed forward,

and give the bird a most singular appearance. From a specimen in my
cabinet collected at Cambridge, Mass., June 24, 1874. This bird, although

the only specimen of the kind now at hand, is one of a large brood which

was attended by the female parent. Several of the others were distinctly

seen and closely examined at the time. All had a similar orange tuft

upon the throat.

Notwithstanding the close relationship of this species to the preceding

one, I am inclined to think that it has no distinctive first plumage, and

that the down is worn until the feathers of the fall dress begin to appear.

Negative evidence tending to strengthen this belief is afforded by a good

number of' specimens shot during the summer months. The autumnal

plumage is too well known to merit description. The plumage of the

adult varies but slightly at the different seasons.

Bull, N, 0.0. 4, Jan, 1879, p V6



Large Set of Eggs of the Carolina

Rail.

Mr. E. G. Tabor, of Meridian, \ . V., reports

having found a nest of the Carolina Rail

(known also as the Sora Rail —Porzana Car-

olina:) containing seventeen eggs, and wishes
to know if that is not a most unusual number.
In some of them incubation was far advanced,
while others were only slightly incubated.
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Large Set of Eggs of the Carolina

Rail.

Mr. E. G. Tabor, of Meridian, X. V., reports

having found a nest of the Carolina Rail

(known also as the Sora Rail — Porzana Car-

olina ) containing seventeen eggs, and wishes
to know if that is not a most unusual number.
In some of them incubation was far advanced,
while others were only slightly incubated.

UtyJL . i ^ ^

J —uw

4-v^-

f
j

J 4.0 -

£ . nziiL

J >6.o ^
. Tio o



u.- *-i A^C

'-^ ^—tS^y— ~"^
y
/»-*-w <r .

/tlTa. ^ ^ -o _X_~

^ ^ -

l7
"

—

U-^L ~tZ^.
- j\*trj

T^X

*L+3^,
-3 . i—y4^—

'

Large Set of Eggs of the Carolina

Rail.

Mr. E. G. Tabor, of Meridian, N. Y., reports
having found a nest of the Carolina Rail
(known also as the Sora Rail —Porzana Car-
olina) containing seventeen eggs, and wishes
to know if that is not a most unusual number,

i

in some of them incubation was far advanced,
while others were only slightly incubated.
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Nesting of the Sora Rail.

Five or six years ago a friend brought me
a set of sixteen eggs of the Sora Rail (Por-

zana Carolina) which he found in a marsh, and

on blowing them I found they were in all

stages of incubation. Some were perfectly

fresh while some were nearly ready to hatch.

I thought it strange at the time that there

should be so much difference in their advance-

ment, but concluded that the reason was, there

being so large a set for so small a bird, that

they did not get even warmth.

Towards the last of Hay, 1888, however, I

found a nest myself of the Sora Rail. It con-

tained three or four eggs when found, and I

watched it closely. The bird laid an egg every

day until she had a complete set of thirteen,

when I collected them, on June 4, 1888, feel-

ing sure that I had a set of fresh eggs. On
blowing them, however, I found some of them

|

so far advanced that I could not save them.

Again on May 19, 1889, I found another nest.

It contained six eggs. There was a fresh egg

added to the number eacli day until May 20,

when the nest contained thirteen eggs, when
fearing to leave them any longer on account of

incubation, I collected it, hoping this time to

get them fresh. But strange to say some of

them were so badly incubated that I had to

drill and blow what I could, and after filling

the others with water, I sunk them in a bowl

of the same and left them there until the em-

bryos softened, and then it was with difficulty

;

that I saved them.

I am thoroughly convinced that the Sora

Rail begins to set almost as soon as she begins

to lay, and by the time her set is completed

her first eggs are far advanced. It must take

at least ten days from the time that the first

young bird appears until they are all hatched.

Therefore collectors who expect to take a full

set of fresh eggs of the Sora Rail will get disap-

pointment unless they take a few of the first

eggs that are laid before the set is completed.

Since writing the above, I had the good

fortune on June 16, 1889, of finding four more

nests of the Sora Rail, one contained ten eggs,

another twelve, another fourtc en, and another

sixteen eggs; and a few days later, one of these

nests contained twenty eggs. This is the

largest set of Sora Rail’s eggs, I think, that I

have ever seen recorded. I also had the

pleasure of watching two of these sets through

the process of hatching, and, true to my ex-

pectation, they hatched from day to day,

as they had been laid. The young left the

nests as soon as dry, but whether one of the

parent birds took charge of them or whether

they shifted for themselves, I am unable to

say, but the setting birds stuck close to their

nests until all the eggs were hatched.

The young birds were coal black all over,

except a tuft of down longer then the rest

growing out from under the chin, which was
red. They also have a red stripe over the

base of the upper mandible, that looks like a

blood blister that is ready to break; altogether

making a curious looking young bird. On June

1, 1889 I also collected a set of ten eggs of the

Virginian Rail (Balias virginianus) from the

same swamp. James B. Purdy.

I V.J3ept. 188© p.140-41
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having found a nest of the Carolina Rail

(known also as the Sora Rail —Porzana Car-
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to know if that is not a most unusual number.
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Shufeldt on the Skeleton of the Carolina Rail. -Another recent paper
y Dr. Shufeldt contains a detailed description of the osteology of Porza-

na Carolina* with figures of the principal elements of the skeleton.
. The

pelvis is found to possess many points in common with that of Geococcyx,
each having a probosis and the same peculiar pattern of the pre-aCetabular
portion of the ilium. Various rather peculiar modifications of other skel-
etal elements are pointed out—J. A. A. Auk, Y, Oct., 1888, p. y/y.
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XII, July, 1895, p;>- *?>'*•
A Sora caught by a Mussel.— When hunting in the marshes in this

vicinity, September 3, 1894, Mr. Joseph D. Clarke noticed a Sora (Porzana

Carolina) hopping along and trying hard to fly. His dog finally captured

the bird. It had a “ freshwater clam ” attached to one toe, being firmly

caught by the bivalve. The poor bird in its efforts to release itself had

broken the bone of the toe and nearly severed it from the foot. Mr.

Clarke kindly presented me with his rare ‘ find,’ and a photograph, from

which the accompanying cut was made, was taken at once. The mussel

was 2.92 inches long and 1.61 wide.— Jno. H. Sage, Portland,
Conn.

Jjranzj IZdS /h77<£ ?2g-w P<

.

Notes concerning Certain Birds of Long Island, New York.— A few data
concerning the occurrence of certain of the less commonly observed birds of

Long Island and of facts regarding the time during which others, less rare,

extend their stay within our limits, are herewith presented. Most of them
have been kindly furnished me by other observers.

Aok 26, Joljr-lfl09 ,p, 3/tf:

?ZcW
Porzana Carolina. Sora. A specimen of this rail was obtained by MrRobert L. Peavey, of Brooklyn, at Seaford on the unusually late date ofDecember 24 ( 1908). This date is two months later than the previously

ascertained limit of its occurrence here in autumn, as given in ‘A List of theBirds of Long Island, New York.'

Auk 26, July-19oS.pi, -3 '*/'
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THE REMINISCENCES OF A SPORTSMAN FROM
THE CRADLE TO THE BEST PART OF LIFE.

BY PLOVER.

CHAPTER VI.

The Sora Rail.

The trip down stream was slowly made; the tide was running

in strong, and we hugged the shore to avoid the rapid currents.

The mist had risen from the river, and all nature was bathed in

sunlight. The blackbirds wheeled in great clouds from place to

place in the marshes, or hopped and chattered, feeding, among
the wild oats. The ortolan or reed birds sped with their familiar

clink, clink, and quick, springing flight over our heads—the

somber swamps seemed lit up with a smile where the sunlight

glinted on the trees far back in their recesses. The houses stood

high and bold upon their greensward yards, and the cattle and
geese were on the water’s edge, where all had been darkness and
silence when we passed before. As we poled along past a piece

of woods that overhung the water, Evans said, “ Now you can

git a squrl ef you looks sharp.” I did look sharp with all

my might, but what were my looks beside the keen search of the

Indian?
“Dar he, dar he, shoot him,” said he, as we came by a large

hickory. In vain he directed my puzzled vision until remem-
bering he said he wanted to “ shoot one of them new-fashioned

guns,” I handed him the weapon, and we soon had the little

nut cracker in the skiff. We reached the railroad bridge just

before the train for Richmond passed, and stopping at White
House depot, dispatched our ducks to their destination. It was
too late to return to the house for breakfast, so we forged along

to Sharplev’s, content with a supply of ginger-cakes bought at

the little store.

On our passage down,Evans told me much that was interesting

as to the coming and going of the sora rail. This little bird makes
its first appearance in the marshes about the 1st of September,
sometimes later. Whence it comes has puzzled the ornitholo-

gists, and is, I believe, still a disputed question with them. With
the common folks the mystery of their appearance, their appar-

ent feebleness of flight when among us, and the suddenness of

their entire disappearance,have given rise to all sorts of fantastic

notions.

They are generally first discovered in the morning, in great

numbers, not a bird having been seen the evening previous, or

at any time since the previous Fall. When they first appear they

are poor, and the marsh grasses being still green and vigorous,

they are very difficult of access. By the time the grasses are

sere, so that on the high tides boats can be shoved through them,
the sora are as fat as blubbers, and more highly esteemed as a

table delicacy than any bird which finds its way to our market,

the partridge and woodcock not excepted. In the height of the
season it is not an uncommon sight to see the marketmen upon
the streets with immense hampers of sora in bunches of a dozen,

hung around the edge, or with long poles over which are hung
the little wretches, and they sell them from a dollar and a half

to forty cents a dozen, according as they are scarce or plentiful

;

for sell them they must, as they become tainted more rapidly

than any bird I ever saw.

What are known as “ paddled ” birds command the highest

prices, because they have no shot in them. In the height of the

season, when the flood-tide makes at night, two men will go out
in a boat provided with lightwood, a pole with an iron basket at

the end, a paddle and a shoving pole
;
no gun is necessary. The

flambeau is put in the bow leaning forward so as to drop the tur-

pentine into the water as it burns. One man shoves, the other
stands forward to feed the light and paddle the birds. The per-

fect stupidity with which the little creatures, blinded and bewil-

dered, run right toward the boat, or sit looking and tilting their

little tails until they are smacked over with the paddle, is in-

credible. Of course it is no sport, but it is bread and meat to
maDy a poor fellow, no less acceptable than were the quails of

the scriptures to the wanderers in the desert. The birds do not
flock at all. Every bird must be gathered singly, unless, as is

the case when they are very abundant, two or three cross your
sights. The numbers annually shot and paddled in our marshes
are beyond computation. I have known Delaware and Evans
Bradby in one night, killing single birds, to paddle over three
hundred.
On one occasion, it being an overcast day (for bright sunlight

rather drives them in the high thickly matted grasses) I went
into the marsh, at Aiken’s Landing on James river with three
friends and our scores were respectively as follows : J. G., 177

;

I. W., 176; J. F., 303 and 13 teals; W- H. (muzzle loader), 133.
Total, 679. One would imagine that slaughter like this would
have its effect in exterminating the breed, for these figures are but
samples of many others, but in all sincerity, I have never per-

ceived any appreciable diminution in the birds. They do not
breed here, and return each season in swarms as dense as if a gun
had never been fired at them. In appearance the sora rail is a dark
chestnut on the back of head and neck, with bright yellow bill,

the forepart of the neck being of a light bluish color as is also the
fluff and belly. The back feathers are relieved by whitish bars,

the head is small, the bill rather short, straight and pointed, the
eye round, clear and bright, the tail short and turned upward as
the bird sits or runs, but downward as he flies; the wings short
and light and very close lying to the body, the legs long and thin,

the feet delicate. The little creatures swim very well, although
not web-footed. Held up by the bill, the bird has a long rakish
look. Long neck, small bead, thin flat body, long legs, or as he
flies with outstretched neck, and hanging legs, he has the same
slab-sided look that belongs to the whole rail family; but, on the
ground, when he sits trig and trim, with neck drawn in, with
head set jauntily eyeing the intruder, with his little saucy tail

turned high in air like a wren’s, bobbingand tilting with legs half
squatting, he is as neat a little specimen of nature’s handiwork as
one would desire to look upon.

It is amusing to see the pell-mell rush of the class of city sports-

I men who like easy shooting when a peculiarly good tide is ex-

pected. The best spot in the state for sora shooting is at Aiken’s
marsh, where McClellan’s army once quartered. At certain sea-

sons one would imagine that McClellan’s army had returned and
his whole skirmish line was hotly engaged once more. Occasion-
ally things take a decidedly warlike turn, for in the excitement
of the sport one gentleman sticks the skin of another gentleman
full of shot, and thereupon the other gentleman retaliates in kind
or makes the air blue and sulphurous with phrases not found in

the constitution of any Young Men’s Christian Association.

The morning was well advanced when we reached our destina-

tion
;
it was almost too warm and bright for the best of sport.

As we passed along the higher portions of the marsh, Evans, to

ascertain the prospects, raised his paddle and gave a vigorous
slap with its flat side upon the water. At once arose from every
direction the voices of the rail: “kick-kick-kick-kick-kick-ki-ki-

ki-ki-ki,” resounded on every side.
“ Ah ! dey’s here

;
I knowed dey was here by dis time, do I

ain’t bin here dis year befo’,” said he as he laid away the paddle,

doffed his coat, and prepared to handle his shoving pole.

“Now, lawyer, jest Stan’ right up in de head and kinder give

in yer knees when we gits to tough places, and I think we’ll have
fun alive befo’ de tide goes down.” We soon reached a low
place in the marsh, and the head of the boat was shoved into the
grass with a rushing, scraping sound.

Squibs are provided for this shooting. That is to say two
drams of powder and three-quarters of an ounce of shot, for a

13-bore gun. Well wadded, it is surprising to see the power of

such charges. We had not progressed far when I saw a sora

daintily tipping through the weeds, and involuntarily up went the

gun. “ Hi !
” said my companion, “ you call yourself a sports-

man and going to shoot sora on de ground !
” The. rebuke was

but too just. Ere time sufficed for reply up rose another, and
with awkward, flapping flight he was widening the distance be-

tween us rapidly, when the deadly missiles dropped him lifeless

in the stream. “ Dat’s bisness,” said Evans, with an air of sat-

isfaction. “ Stick to dat and we’ll load de boat.” The first bird

was so easily found that I quite forgot the perfect identity of all

portions of the marsh and liklihood of losing the spot where the

bird falls. A few more of his shove, shove, shoves, and a few
more of my give, give, gives in the legs, and the birds began to

rise in rapid succession. Killing them was an easy matter, pro-

vided the alert boatman saw the bird in time to stay his force in

shoving so as to steady the boat, but now and
then a lurch or snatch threw off the sight, and the

shot went spattering far beyond the lucky bird, or plunged
into the grass and mud below. Whenever Evans marked the
spot where a bird fell we were almost sure to get him. When-,
ever we had several down he had recourse to a number of smah
billets of wood which he would throw with great precision to the

places he had marked, and then gather birds and billets at the

same time; but when in hurried shooting, as was very often the

case, I was compelled to designate the spot, he being engaged
marking other birds, ridiculous was the inaccuracy of untrained
sight and many the losses ensuing. He would mark by a crooked
leaf, or a small clod of earth, or a little twig, and once marked,
no matter how many changes of position occurred, there was
seldom any difficulty about the locality. Sometimes a wounded
bird would dive and be lost entirely to sight for many moments.
Evans would stand motionless, peering over the side, watching
with the eye of a lynx. “Let him ’lone, he dun dive and
caught hold de grass. Be up presently.” Then would come a

quick whack with the paddle and the little fellow, who had only
stuck up the tip of his bill for a little air, would float up to the
surface, be lifted on Evans’ paddle and dumped into the pile of

victims that lay amidships. Thus we proceeded, blazing away
right and left, and filling the basket. I was throwing up the gun
at a sora when Evans exclaimed, “ Give me de gun a minit.”
I handed it inquiringly to him and saw him stoop low for his

aim and fire. “I raked three that time sure,” said he as he put
the boat about. In another instant a large bird rose from the
grass and I missed him. “Pity, pity,” said he, “dat’s a king
sora.’’

“ What do you call a king sora, Evans?”
“ ’Taint nothin’ but a big sora, two or three times as large as

the others.”

We watched the bird and saw it settle in the grass a hundred
yards or so distant, and bending our course thither, bounced it

again, with better luck this time, for he dropped at the flash of
the gun.
As to the scientific details of the king sora’s structure,

habits, and classification, I refer the reader to Audubon
and Wilson. All I can say of him is, that he ap-
pears to be the “ big brother ” of the little fellows and not
more than one big brother is found in a very large family of the
small boys. Crossing the creek from one piece of marsh to
another we roused a peculiar looking object that half flew and
half paddled away from us with considerable commotion, the
legs seeming to propel it by paddling in the surface as it skimmed
a few inches above the water. This new acquaintance was like-

wise saluted and succumbed to the mild persuasions of our
Greener. “ Well, Evans, what’s that?” “Dat’s a blue pullet.

Tain’t much account fur eatin’ ’cept you skin him and let him
freeze.” This bird when held up looks more like a pop bottle
than any other object to which I can liken it. The head and
bill is not unlike the sora, the eyes are bright red

;
the wings

are very insignificant affairs, and the legs short, while the feet
are half webbed, by flanges on either side of the toes. The
slaughter of the innocents continued with unabated vigor until
the fast-receding waters warned us that we must hasten to deep
water or be left high and dry. Now and then the sport was
diversified by a king sora, a blue pullet, or a sage heron giving
us a shot. That sage heron is a bird of most excellent flavor,

being nearly the same if not identical with the bird which in the
olden time was pursued with the falcon. On this occasion I

bagged a fine specimen which I took home, and after preparing
it carefully, splitting and broiling it, it was as delicious a morsel
as ever went on the table, and large enough for two persons.
The mid-day duck shooting proved almost a failure in its re-

turns, but was not one particle less fascinating in the silent
communion with nature which it afforded. As we glided silently

up one of those now sunlit creeks where no sound disturbed I

the solemn stillness we were once aroused by the familiar cluck,!
cluck, cluck of the wild turkey, which had taken alarm at ourl
approach, and Evans springing to his feet saw two disappear ini
the undergrowth with silent, stealthy tread, but beyond the range!
of his “ Betsy Baker,” as he loved to call his weapon.
We were disappointed in the evening-tide. It was not full I

until sundown and even then not very high. The constant toil
[which had occupied us from four in the morning began to tell, l

and we were very willing to bend our course homeward before
|

the ebb-tide set in strong.

As we paddled homeward through Cumberland thoroughfare
[

the evening glow of the Indian Summer filled the world around I

us with that rich, mellow light that brings thoughts of peace and I

rest, and quiet. Along the shores the cattle trudged, quietly re-
turning from their watering, and now and then the tinkle of a I

cow-bell, or far-off sound of fire-arms where the ardent sports-

1

man still pursued his victims, alone broke the solemn stillness I

of the scene. Evans once more bent to the oar, and as we sped I

homeward, leaving a gleaming, rippling wake behind, he waked I

the echoes of the forest with one of those weird semi-religious I

negro melodies so familiar to the resident of the South.
Darkness h^d settled over the face of nature when he once I

more dragged the little skiff to her accustomed place and made I

her fast. The round full moon was beginning to appear from I

behind the ragged tree-tops of the swamp. And as we bent our I

course, hungry and tired, toward the little cabin with its curling I

smoke, I could not help feeling a deep sense of gratitude for a I

day laden with so much of innocent, healthy, vigorous, manly
f

enjoyment. True, sora shooting was a murderous sort of busi-
ness, and little skill was necessary to bag them, but it took pluck I

and staying quality to stand to the guns from four a. m. to six I

p. in., and what better could a fellow do at that season of the I

year? The birds were soon strung. A little wing-feather run I

through the nostrils of six and tied in the sailors’ flat-knqt made I

beautiful bunches. Nine dozen and eight made a grand showing I

for Tom Cooke as we trudged proudly through the town. And
f

last but not least, it was a great joy to think over the names of I

those who could not afford to buy sora, and send them a dozen |
with a kind message.
Ah! brother sportsmen, let those who call us heartless fori

slaughtering the game, and merciless in our pursuit of it, but I
think how much pleasure the true sportsman can bring to thel
home of the poor, or the bedside of the sick, if he but has a heart!
in him, and it will be seen that the balance is not all on one |
side.
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3irds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James H. Fleming.
Pt.I, V/ater Birds.

Auk

,

XXI I
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, iii, Oc u . , 1905, p . 448

.

72. Porzana noveboracensis. Yellow Rail.— Regular fall migrant,

rare; earliest August 5, 1896; usually from September 12 to October 15.

There is but one spring record, a male taken by Mr. Nash, April 24, 1899.





The Yellow Rail (Porzana noveboracensis) in Massachusetts.

Mr. Charles I. Goodale, the Boston taxidermist, tells me that he once

found Yellow Rails actually abundant at Plj’mouth, Massachusetts. In

company with a friend he killed ten specimens in a few hours. They were

flushed from tall sedge on a salt marsh and many more were seen at the

same time. They, however, have never since been found in the same

locality.

Mr. Goodale also kills one or two specimens every season at Wakefield,

Massachusetts. He finds them, both spring and fall, when shooting Snipe

on fresh-water meadows.— William Brewster, Cambridge
,
Mass.

Bxill. N.O.C. 6, July, 1881, p. /&7.

A specimen of the Yellow Rail was taken

on Wakefield meadows, May 9.
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Regarding the Yellow Rails, we saw them right on the hWiTT
broad meadows. TAey were not among the sedges at all but in the
grass perhaps a little taller than the ordinary meadow grass. I

think they act quite differently from the Va. and Gar. They flush
very much more easily but they do not take any longer flights than
the others. They start up differently than the other Rails.
Besides the 3 T sent you, T killed the 4th. which T shot to pieces.
Charlie Paine killed one. A friend of mine that I had up there
with me undoubtedly shot at another which he did not get. The
instant they flush up you can tell them, the white shows so dis-
tinctly.

Yours truly,
M. Abbott Prazar.| (jE+.f®***'

^ V / «r l

Mat
* 5*^/C' l ^

(iUir l
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208 General Notes. r Auk
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P°rza

n

-a- noveboracensis. Ten years ago, in a certain piece of wet
meadow land near Springfield, I captured a Yellow Rail. This was the
first and only one that to my knowledge had been observed in this part of
the State. One day in the autumn of 1901, at the same place, I found four
of this species, and there, later that season and each of the three following
autumns, I found others. So little has been known, or at least written,
about the Yellow Rail, that I took particular pains to observe them. The
place where they were found was wet meadow land covered with wild
grass, which in October stood, in places where it had not been harvested,
to the height of two or three feet and harbored many Virginia Rails and
Soias. The grass upon the other part-of the land was cut in the summer,
and by the middle of October the second growth reached the height of
seven or eight inches, and in this portion the Yellow Rails are to be
found, they apparently not desiring so thick a cover as do the common
kinds. When the bird is in the air the white spots on the wings make
the identification an easy matter. Its flight is much like that of the Sora,
although it is apt to rise higher. On alighting it usually immediately
secretes itself, but not always, as I have seen it on such occasions run with
gi eat lapiditv. I have flushed all by the aid of a dog, except one, and
that rose about twenty feet ahead of me, evidently frightened by my
approach. The earliest date in any autumn that I have found them was
the 17th of September, and I think that the latest was the 22d of October.
In this part of the Connecticut Valley I have been in many meadows of
the same character as the one in question, accompanied by a dog educated
in such a way that the scent given out by any kind of rail would so
attract his attention that he would be likely to make known the presence
of such a bird, if any were there, but in these places I have never found a
Yellow Rail, and it seems worthy of note that this species should be a
regular autumn visitor to a certain piece of meadow land, containing per-
haps three acres, and to be found nowhere else in this vicinity at any
time.— Robert O. Morris, S-prifigfield, Mass. o

Attk. XXII, Apr. , 1903, p .



Yellow Rail ( Coturnicops noveboracensis) in Massachusetts. During

the fall of 1911, three specimens of the above Rail, which is generally

supposed to be rare in this state, were brought to my attention. Curi-

ously enough two of these were shot at the same place though at very

different dates. The first one was shot on October 3 at West Roxbury

by Mr. W. P. Henderson. The second was taken at Chatham on October

2 by Mr. John J. Chickering. The third was shot on the very late date

of November 25 also at Chatham by Mr. Russell Bearse. This latter

specimen was larger and darker than the others and the yellow on the

breast was not so bright. I saw all of these birds at the store of Mr. C.

Emerson Brown, the Boston taxidermist, where I carefully examined

them.— S. Prescott Eay, Boston, Mass J . ,
Lx* /X. /9/*» 71 ' » 3 7



A Late Spring Record for the Yellow Rail (Porzana noveboracensis)

in Massachusetts, with Remarks on the ‘Ornithological Mystery.’
On May 26, 1906, Mr. John J. Haley had the good fortune to secure a
female Yellow Rail, which was found and retrieved alive by his dog while
working over a fresh water meadow in Dedham. The bird was given to

Mr. G. E. Browne, an experienced taxidermist, and he tells me that he
found an egg started in the oviduct of the bird which he believed would
have been laid in three or four days.

This instance, though not a positive breeding record, is of additional

interest inasmuch as it may throw some light on the ‘Ornithological

Mystery ’ or ‘Kicker’ (Brewster, Auk, XVIII, Oct., 1901, pages 321 to 328).

I had always supposed that the identity of the ‘Kicker’ was disclosed by
Mr. J. H. Ames, Auk, XIX, Jan. 1902, page 94, where he describes the
notes of a Yellow Rail, which he had in captivity, as identical with those
of the ‘Kicker’ which Mr. Brewster had heard in Massachusetts, but Dr.
Charles W. Townsend, in his ‘Birds of Essex County,’ published in 1905,

refers to the ‘Ornithological Mystery’ as the Little Black Rail, after talking

with Mr. Brewster about a bird that he heard in July, 1903.

To anyone not familiar with the ‘Kicker’ and acquainted only with the
material published on the subject, this non-acceptance of Mr. Ames’s
solution seems to require some explanation. Mr. Brewster tells me that

the identicalness of the Veliow Rail and the ‘Kicker’ did not impress
him after reading Mr. Ames’s article for two reasons: first, that the Yellow
Rail’s notes were heard in the autumn, and second, that it uttered its

cries when disturbed or irritated by the presence of persons in the room
or by the light of the lamp. He also says, “nothing is more certain to
my mind than that what I have heard is the spontaneous love song of the
Kicker, and that it is uttered chiefly if not solely during the season of
reproduction. Assuming (what is quite possible, of course) that it may
be occasionally produced in autumn, I do not consider it likely that it

would be ever given under conditions such as Mr. Ames describes.”
In discussing the probable identity of the ‘Ornithological Mystery’

Mr. Brewster dismisses the Yellow Rail with the statement: “There are
no good reasons for suspecting that the Yellow Rail ever breeds in any
part of New England.” However, now that it has been found in Massa-
chusetts at a corresponding date to some of the ‘Kickers,’ and under
conditions which may possibly indicate its breeding in the vicinity, it

may at least be considered in determining the identity of the latter.

Theoretically it seems hardly probable that two different species of birds
could utter exactly the same notes, regardless of season. This combined
with the fact that the notes of the Little Black Rail as heard in the south,
where its calls have been identified, do not bear a close resemblance to
the notes of the ‘Kicker’ would seem to point towards the Yellow Rail
as a solution of the mystery.

With the exception of gunners, few persons have met the Yellow Rail,
and comparatively little is known of the bird during the breeding season.
Mr. Edward A. Preble has described their notes in ‘ North American Fauna ’

(No. 22, page 93) and has written me as follows about the birds which he
heard near York Factory, Hudson Bay: “The notes I heard were a suc-
cession of chips or clucks somewhat similar to the alarm notes of a Brown
Thrasher, but less sharp. Stated in ‘kiks’ it would be ‘kik-kik, kik kik
kik.’ Sometimes an additional ‘kik’ was given, making the last bar con-
sist of four instead of three notes. I did not hear the ‘crow’ alluded to
by Mr. Brewster, but it is quite possible I did not hear the full song, as
my observation covered only a part of one day. In spite of this discrep-
ancy I have been of the opinion that the notes described by Mr. Brewster
were those of the Yellow Rail.”

The secretive habits of both these Rails as well as the difficulty of ob-
serving or securing them in the spring makes one record at this season of
exceptional value, and the above instance seems worthy of some consid-
eration until more is known of the breeding range of Porzana novebora-
censis .— F. B. McKechnie, Ponkapog, Mass. ^

Actfs, X.X111, Oct., 1906, p .^n~ * '



Mr. F. L. Glezen of Providence R. I. shot at

Charlestown beach in that state on September
28th, 1886, a Yellow Rail. (Porzana novebora-
censis), a rather rare species here in New Eng-
land, and was a capture which reflects credit on
the collector’s observations.

Q.&O. XII. Feb. 1887. p. 32 -
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The Yellow Rail in Connecticut.—

1

am indebted to Mr. E. H. Austin of
Gaylordsville, Conn., fora specimen of the Yellow Rail (.Porzana nove-
Boracensis) found at that place on March 24. Mr. Austin writes in refer-
ence to it: “It was picked up in the morning at the side of the road near
the river by a boy who found it in an exhausted condition, and was taken
into the house where it revived enough to run about the room, but finally
died in the evening. The most singular point in my mind is that the Sat-
urday it was found the thermometer stood at io°, and the day before at 7°
It Wtis taken into- the Post Office as a rare or unknown bird.”

It proved to be a male. I sent the contents of the gizzard to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and Dr. A. K. Fisher says in a letter of the 30th
inst. : “The seeds found in the gizzard of the Rail are as follows: one
grape seed, one grass seed

(Paspalum ), two sedges ( Carex). Probably the
grape seed was taken in with gravel.”

Mr. Austin has recorded his discovery in ‘Forest and Stream.’ C. K.
Averill, Jr. , Bridgeport, Conn. Auk> y, July, 1688. p.

Auk, : "I, July, 1896, p. 3JU

Porzana noveboracensis.— Three specimens of this rarely seen Rail
were shot here during September and October, 1894.

• /V. £u-nsv\ .

1696. An Early Yellow Rail.

Gay lord svi lie. Conn., March 24.

By E. H. Austin. Ibid., p. 205. — At .

For, 3b Stream, Yol# 30



Distribution of New England Birds.

-

A Reply to Dr, Brewer. H.A.Purdie,

,
the Velio, Rail (ftrW 4 „

*7 ^ f‘

BpU. N.O.O. 2, Jan., 1877. p. /7
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Long1 Island Bird. N ofc©s N . X» Lawrsncfi

, c Issf
°r

?T
a noveboracensis - Ykllow Rail. At Far Rockawaj, Oct.

5 ’
I ®83

' 7
hl ‘e cross, ng a large field within a short distance of the saltmeadow, I started one of these Rails, but having no gun I did not secure

,t. It was very gentle; I flushed the bird three times, it rising at first withinafewfeetandflvmgbut a short distance. Mr. Harold Herrick informsme that he started a Yellow Rail on the Jamaica Bay meadows, near F
"

Rockaway, in October, ,882, but failed to shoot it.

Auk, 2, July, 1886, p.274

The Yellow Rail.

BY C. II. WILDER, BRISTOL, N. Y.

This species seem to elude observation pretty

successfully. Two or three notes may be of in-

terest. Notes from Central N. Y., on this species

may be found as follows: Rathbun’s Birds of Cen-

tral New York says: “Very rare. One taken Sep-

tember 20lh, 1872.— Qilbert." The Oologist, vol.

IY, No. 5, p. 40, records a capture in central New
York. A third was taken at the foot of Canan-

daigua Lake, Oct. 6, 1883. This specimen is re-

corded in the Young Oologist
,
vol. II, No. 2, p. 47.

The skin was in my collection for nearly a year,

until destroyed by accident.

O.&O. XI, Jun.l886.p.*-y. *

Bird Notes from Long Island, N YWilliam Dutcber, X *

n. Porzana noveboracensis. Yellow Rail.—Mr. Giraud says:

“Notwithstanding this species is but seldom met with on Long Island, I am
not inclined to think it so exceedingly rare in this vicinity as it is generally

supposed. Its habits of skulking among the tall grass and reeds that

overgrow the wet and but seldom frequented marshes, as well as its

unwillingness to take wing, may, I think, in a measure account for its

apparent extreme scarcity with us.”f

Mr. A. A. Fraser sent to me April 29, 1887, a specimen of this species

which his dog caught alive. As his account of the occurrence is very

interesting, corroborating fully the statements of Mr. Giraud and Dr.

Grinnell regarding the difficulty of flushing this Rail, I give it in full :

“ They are very hard to get, as it is almost impossible to make them take

wing. This one was secured while I was beating the salt meadows for

English Snipe. My dog came to a beautiful stiff point; I walked up to

flush the bird, expecting to see a Snipe get up, but instead, the dog broke

point, and run his nose in the meadow grass and brought to me very

carefully the Rail.” When I received it, it was so lively, and also so

pretty, that I disliked to kill it, so took it to the menagerie at Central Park,

New York City. Mr. Conklin, the Superintendent, placed it in a large

cage, surrounded with a fine wire netting, in company with some Quails

and Doves. Its restlessness was pitiful : it ran from side to side of the

coop and thrust its head in the loops of wire looking for a hiding place.

During its first night in confinement its neck was caught in one of the

wire loops and it became an involuntary suicide. Its remains now rest

peacefully, with those of several other members of its family, in a tin

vault dedicated to the post-mortem uses of the avi-fauna of Long Island.

Ax&k, V, April, 1888., p.177
f Birds of Long Island, p. 205.

Dr. C. Hart Merriam in his Birds of Connecticut, pp. 118 and 119, gives a very

interesting letter from Dr. George Bird Grinnell regardingthe capture of several speci-

mens of this species near Milford, Conn. He found “ They were ridiculously tame

and would run along before the dog, creeping into the holes in the bogs and hiding

there while we tried in vain to start them.”
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Butcher, Raie Long Island Birds.

Porzana noveboracensis. Yellow Rail.—Two specimens which Col.
Pike killed on the meadows near Southampton, Long Island, in 1848. He
says of the species : “Formerly often met with, now very scarce. Ten
years ago while shooting over the same ground I did not meet with a
single individual.”

Auk Z, July, 1893 p 272.

Porzana noveboracensis. Yellow Rail.— Two individuals, taken by

Mr. F. A. Macomber of Murray near that place, April 21, 1894, and

another the following year at about the same time. Two of these speci-

mens are now in his collection, — the third is in the collection of Mi.

David Bruce of Brockport.

Sea/Poid Is Pand
Coturnicops noveboracensis. Yellow Rail.— Three additional occur-

rences of this bird for Long Island have been made available through Mr.

Robert L. Peavey. All were secured recently, two during the later months

of 1908, one in January, 1909. One of the specimens, taken by Mr. Peavey

and by him presented to the Museum of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts

and Sciences, has been already recorded by Mr. George K. Cherrie, curator

of ornithology of the Museum. Mr. Cherrie says: “This specimen was

collected by the donor at Seaford, Long Island, September, 1908” (Museum

News, Vol. IV, March, p. 85, 1909). I learn from Mr. Peavey that it was

taken on the bay side of the beach, back of the sand dunes, where the

“sedge” grass grew in tufts. In one of these the bird was concealed, and

was only flushed on a near approach, so that care had to be exercised

in collecting it so that it should not be rendered unfit for preserving as a

specimen. It was taken Sept. 20, 1908, and is a male.

A second specimen, also a male, was taken by him at the same place on

December 4, 1908. This one was found on the edge of the main creek, in

the short salLmeadow grass. A third specimen was obtained on January

10, 1909, at the same place, in a similar location. This specimen, through

the generosity of Mr. Peavey, is now in the writer’s collection of skins.

Auk 20,
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Porzana .1 amaicen si.- , ( ? ) .

Concord, Mass. The 11 Richer " reappears on Great Meadow.

1398 . On the evening of May 18th I heard soon after dark what

May 21. i felt nearly sure was our friend the "Kicker" ( Porzana (?)

.i aria icons is ) and on the two following nights the same bird was

singing in the sane place - the lower end of Great Meadow a- •

bout opposite Benson' s landing. On all three occasions the

i

wind and the clamor of the Toads and Progs made it difficult

to get the full song and as I missed the terminal "crow" I

thought it possible that the notes were uttered by the Vir-

ginia Rail although I have not heard this bird give more than

two "kiks" . wher*as this call had at least five or six. But
|“ r —

—

7 A

to-night at about 11 P.M. the whole song cane distinctly to

my ears as I lay in bed and I heard a dozen times or more the

k i-k i -K i-k i

-

k i-ke e

r

of our mysterious nocturnal songster which

was so abundant in Middlesex County in the spring of 188o and

which I heard the following summer at Falmouth and here at

the cabin in June, 1892. Evidently he has again taken up his

residence in the Great Meadow. Thus far I have not once heard

him until night has fairly closed in.



Concord,

1898.

June 6.

June 9.

June 11.

Porzana .iaiaa icons is . ( ? )

.

lvIass< The "Kicker" again.

Tool; tea at the Keyes'. It was raining when I left there

a little before nine o'clock and the night was so dark that

I could hardly find my way back to the canoe. """" Soon

after I entered the meadows the song of the mysterious "Kick-

er" came faintly to ray ears. The bird proved to be somewhere

near the middle of the Great Meadow about opposite the upi^er

end of the Holt.

The "Kicker" was singing this evening somewhere out on

the Great Meadow.

At intervals through the forenoon as I was at work near

the cabin I heard the Xi-kj,-ki-ki ,
ki-kekl of the mysterious

"Kicker" coming from near the middle of the Great Meadow. Soon

after sunset the bird began again and sang steadily up to the

time I went to bed. He had apparently come a little nearer

although as I walked along the river path to Bensen's landing

I could with difficulty catch the final or M§X. kis
h

song. What was my surprise therefore to find that as I con-

tinued on my walk and turned my back to the river I carrieu

the sound of the ki-ki far inland without seemimg to lose much

of its strength. I actually heard it with reasonable dis-

tinctness when I reached Davis's Hill although this point is

nearly half—a—mile distant from Bensen's landing with a pine

63



Forzana .iama leans is ( ? )

.

Concord,

'1898.

June 11.

( No . 2 )

.

Mass

.

covered range of hills between.

There is another peculiarity about the song of the "Kick-

er " which I remember to have noted the season when the bird

was so common about Cambridge and which impresses me constant-

ly here now. It is that the sound changes continually in

volume, the increase and decrease being sometimes gradual and

sometimes abrupt. Ordinarily every fourth or fifth repetition

comes loud and distinct but sometimes an especially distinct

repetition succeeds a particularly faint one. Gilbert thought

this evening that the bird must be flying about over the mea-

dow but I have little doubt that he is all the time on the

ground and that he either faces in different directions making

a quarter turn after each song like a peeping Woodcock or that

he is running about and that the volume of the sound depends

upon whether his voice comes from an open space or from under

a more or less dense tangle of grass.



Porzana :i amaicons is . ( ? ) .

Concord,

1898.

June 12.

. on

Mass

.

The "Kicker".

At daybreak this morning and from a little after sunset

until I went to sleep the "Kicker" was chanting his merry

little song in the Great Meadow. I heard it to great advan-

tage very many times, for the bird was nearer than he has been

former occasions and the air was perfectly still. The number

of hi notes varied from five to seven or eight. (It is very

difficult to count them they are given so rapidly). Their

delivery is sometimes smooth with even intervals, sometimes

halting with the intervals varying greatly in length. The

voice of this bird is somewhat grating and harsh throughout,

the terminal chur being especially so.

June 12



Forzana ,1 ana .teens is.

San Geronimo, Marin Co., California.

189*7. " as to my finding the Black Rail I have Known of this

tJan-liT locality for several years and that an occasional bird had
Sept, to

Dec. 9. been shot by A, B & C when after duck or snipe, and some have

come into my hands to be mounted. I have visited the marshes

several times in order to get some specimens during the past

6 years but never struck one and could get no definite infor-

mation of any one where on the marsh they had been shot. In

Sept, of ,’97 I concluded to take my Fox Terrier dog Rosie (who

will hunt any kind of game as well as any bird dog) and give

that marsh a good raking over. The result was rather aston-

ishing. The first day I got 5 birds after striking the r ight

place, the next trip I shot 24 shot and got 23 Black Rail and

I had no more shells and could have killed a hundred.

There was abundant of Virginias with them and I did not

bother to shoot. The next trip late in Oct. I got my first

Yellow Rail, 6 that day and in subsequent trips I picked up

17 birds of that species. Of the Black Rails I killed 80

birds in all. Those got in Sept, were fat as seals and in a

ragged moulting condition. Those I got in Oct. or Nov. had

moulted and were as poor in flesh as Crows, not a particle of

fat on them; some of the first were so saturated with oil that

came out of the shot holes as to have the appearance of having

been soaked in oil and I had to throw away 5 or 6 from this

a



porzana iaraaicensis .

San Geronimo, Liar in Co., California*

1397. cause. They are the smartest, cutest little fellows I have

Jarrvkf. over met in the bird line, swim and dive like a duck. I

(ITo.2). caught three (3) alive in ray hands by grabbing them up out of
Sept . to

Dee. 9. the weeds after diving and one I grabbed in ray hands as it flew

up out of the tall grass at my feet and getting tangled by the

grass I caught it. They make a peculiar little squeaking note

when caught and peck your fingers in quite a ferocious manner

There was plenty of Virginia Rail on the ground but I saw only

one Sora and a very fey/ more Yellow Rail.

I could have shot any number of Black Rail every time I

went but I didn't care to as it seemed like murder and I was
1

as much interested (and more so) in studying their habits as

in shooting so I let them go. I thought at first this was a

breeding ground and searched very carefully for old nests but
<

\oyv 1*1 $ toj
could discover none but in this it didn't count as the nature

A

of the cover it would bo a miracle to find one. I noticed on

ray last two trips a falling off in numbers at each visit until

Dec. 9, ray last visit, there was not a single Black Rail to be

found on the whole marsh and only two Virginias did I see so

I concluded they had gone.

They were in the same place July, 1S85 as

a young friend of mine in San Rafael happened to be on the

ground and shot two. ***/.*. He described them so I know they

were the little fellov/s. **,*,& >- You will please say nothing 47



Porzana .1 amaioensis

San Geronimo, Marin Co., California.

1897. about ray Rail experience to any one. I sent a"Wave" to you.

You will see the three *xx. That point marks the mouth of the

creek that empties into Tomales Bay. Back of the parties in

the same creek but not seen in the figure on account of brush

and distance this is the ground I shot over. ****-

My impression at this time is I struck a phenominal

.migration of these Rail such as we meet at times in other sjie-

cies

.

(fanrki-.

(No. 3).
Sept . to

Dec. 9 .

Yours truly
Chas. A. Allen "

( Letter from Chas .A. Allen, dated Jan. 11, 18S8).
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Hunting Duck on the Point Reyes Marshes 6V
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15Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James K. Fleming.
Pt.I, Water Birds.
Hypothetical List.

Auk, XXIII, Oct., I 90G , p.453.

15. Porzana jamaicensis. Black Rail.— Prof. Hineks gives this

in his list, and one was sent to Paris, possibly the one taken at Ingersoll,

Ont., in 1857. 1 Young Virginia Rails have been confused with this species.

1 Canadian Journal, IV, 1859, 389.
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Some Birds of Rare or Accidental Oc-

currence in New England. H*A»Purdie

10. Porzana jamaicensis. Black Rail.— I have lately seen a skin

of this species belonging to Mr. Browne, of Framingham. The bird was

picked up dead, in August, 1869, by a relative of his, on Clark’s Island,

Plymouth Harbor, and was forwarded to him as something entirely new
to our shores. This instance adds a new bird to the Fauna of Massa-

chusetts.

Of this species Mr. Clark, of Sayhrook, Conn., also writes me that a

neighbor of. his, while mowing at that place, July 10, 1876, swung his

scythe over a nest of ten eggs on which the bird was sitting, unfortunately

cutting off the bird’s head and breaking all but four of the eggs. The
only previous New England record of this species is that given by Dr.

Brewer (Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., Yol. XVII, p. 477).

Bull. N.Q.O. 2, Jan., 1877. p. 22

General Notes.

Auk XII. Jan. 1395 p< 87

n
m

/
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Nesting of the Little Black Rail in Connecticut.—On the evening of the

13th ofJuly, 1876, one of my neighbors called in to ask me if I cared for a

set of Rail's eggs. I did not care very much, as Virginia Rails are very

common here, but on inquiry as to what variety he had found, he replied

that he could not tell. He had been mowing at the Cove meadows and his

scythe had decapitated a Rail sitting on her nest of nine eggs, and he had

placed the remains of the bird and eggs—some of them broken—aside for

me. I was greatly surprised when I beheld what he had brought me, so

totally unlike were they to anything I had ever seen, and it was only after

considerable research that I discovered that I possessed something very

rare—eggs of the Little Black Rail ( Porzana jamaicensis). Some of these

specimens I sent to my friend, Mr. H. A. Purdie of Boston, for confirmation

of their identity, and an account of the find was inserted in the ‘Bulletin

of January, 1S77. The other specimens I retained in my collection, with

no anticipation that opportunity would ever recur for duplicating them.

But on the 6th of June, 1884, I made a trip to ‘Great Island’—a tract of

salt meadow near the mouth of the Connecticut River, on its eastern

shore—in search of nests of Ammodromi which abound in that locality
#

During a very successful hunt for them I observed a tuft of green grass

carefully woven and interlaced together, too artificially to be the work of

nature. ‘Merely another Finch’s nest,’ I mused, as I carefully parted the

green bower overhanging it. But wasn’t there an extra and audible beat

to my pulse when before my astonished gaze lay three beautiful Little

Black Rail’s eggs? Recovering from my surprise I carefully replaced the

disarranged curtain that excluded the sun from the precious eggs, fixed

some permanent ranges, and quietly departed to await the completion of
the set. A week later, on the 13th of June, I again visited the nest and
found therein the full complement of nine eggs.

This nest was situated about forty rods back from the shore of the river,

on the moist meadow, often overflowed by the spring tides. The particu-

lar spot had not been mowed for several years, and the new grass, spring-

ing up through the old, dry, accumulated growths of .previous years, was
thick, short, and not over eight or ten inches in height—a fine place for

Rails to glide unseen among its intricacies. The nest after the comple-
ment of eggs were deposited in it resembled that of the common Meadow
Lark, it consisting of fine meadow grasses loosely put together, with a

covering of the standing grasses woven over it and a passage and entrance
at one side. The eggs also have a general resemblance to the Lark’s, but
differ in several points, being smaller and of a duller white, withowt the

gloss usual on the Lark’s. The spots are also smaller than the ordinary
markings on the Lark’s eggs. In size I find them as follows: No 1, 1.04

X .81 inches; No. 2, 1.04 X .81; No. 3, 1.04 X .79; Nos. 4 and 5, 1.00

X .80; No. 6, 1.00 X .81
;
No. 7, 1.02 X .80; No. 8, .98 X 81 ;

No. 9, .97

X .80.

Compared with other Rail’s eggs, they most resemble in general color

those of the Virginia Rail, but the markings are much smaller as well as

much more numerous; two of the specimens have, however, large spots,

like Virginia Rail’s, at the large end
;
but in the majority the spots are

small and abundant. The difference between the two ends, if any, is very

slight, the eggs being much less elongated than those of any other Rail

I have seen.

I found a Lark’s nest the same day within two rods of this Rail’s nest,

and not very far from it a Virginia Rail’s nest. Taking one of the nine

eggs therein for comparison, I find it measures 1.30 X .98 inches ; rather
larger than the average of the species.

I must add an account of my efforts to secure the Little Black Rail with
the set. I devoted the whole day to this special end, and visited the nest

about every half hour through the day, approaching it with every possible

caution, and having a little tuft of cotton directly over the nest to indicate

the exact spot; but although I tried it from every quarter with the utmost
diligence and watchfulness, I was never able to obtain the slightest glimpse
of the bird—never perceived the slightest quiver of the surrounding grass

to mark her movements as she glided away, and yet I found the eggs warm
every time, indicating that she had but just left them.

—

John N. Clark,
Saybrook, Ct. Auk, I, Oct.

,
1884. p. J?f ,3 - $
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8. Porzana jamaicensis, Cass. Black Bail. A specimen of this

bird was shot at Jamaica, Long Island, by a Mr. Simpson, during the

spring of 1879. It is now in my collection. — Kobert Lawrence, New

York City.

Bull. N, O.O, 5, April. 1880, p. Wf •

The Little Black Rail on Long Island, N. Y.— On May 24, 1914,

Messrs. J. M. Johnson, S. V. La Dow and I were on Jones’ Beach, opposite

Amityville, studying the shore-bird migration. We were walking through

a grassy marsh, the others slightly ahead, when I saw a little bird running

like a mouse behind a tussock some 10 feet ahead of me. Thinking it

might be a rail, I rushed forward immediately and was lucky enough to

flush the bird, which flew up in front of me about 3 feet away. It fluttered

forward feebly a short distance, then turned and flew directly past me,

not more than 10 feet away and about 2 feet above the grass, landing in a

dense reed-bed some 30 feet behind. It looked about as large as a Song

Sparrow, slate grey all over with black wings and back spotted with small

white specks. The iris was bright red. Knowing it to be a Little Black Rail

almost as soon as flushed, I shouted to my companions who immediately

turned round and saw the bird while it flew past and back of me. They

were able with glasses to make out all the color markings except the red

eye. I had a pair of prism glasses, but was unable to use them as the

bird was too near. The flight is much more feeble than that of any other

rail with which I am familiar; the bird seemed barely able to sustain its

weight in the air, while its legs dangled down helplessly behind. Unless

seen at very close range this species would resemble, I think, a young

Sora, though to anyone familiar with the latter species the great difference

in size would be striking. Unfortunately I had no means of collecting it,

and my last remark would seem to prejudice my case, were it not for the

facts that (1) the Sora is a rare summer resident on Long Island, (2) its

nest and eggs have never been found so early on Long Island as far as I

know, and (3) in any case, it would be impossible for a young Sora to be on

the wing by May 24. Finally I have been familiar with the Sora in all

plumages for several years. Eaton in his ‘ Birds of New York ’ records five

specimens of the Black Rail actually taken in the State, three of them from

Long Island. It has also been reported as seen at close range on five

occasions from the interior of the State. Accordingly this would be the

fourth Long Island record and the eleventh for the State.— Ludlow Gris-

com
,
New York City. \Arfu- tf/f'ft’



Notes on Some Birds of Illinois,

E,W. Nelson.

12. Porzana jamaicensis, Cass. Black Rail.— A regular summer

resident, and not very rare. During the spring of 1875 I saw three specie

mens in the Calumet Marsh
;
and Mr. Frank De Witt of Chicago, while

collecting with me near the Calumet River, June 19, 1875, was fortunate

enough to find a nest of this species containing ten freshly laid eggs.

The nest was situated in a deep cup-shaped depression, and in shape and

situation resembled that of the Meadow Lark, except that the Rail’s nest

is much deeper in proportion to the diameter. The nest was more elab-

orately made than the nest of any other of the genus I have seen. The

outer portion is composed of grass-stems and blades, the inner portion

of soft blades of grass arranged in a circular manner and loosely inter-

woven. Owing to the small diameter of the nest there were two layers of

eggs. The eggs are clear white, thinly sprinkled with reddish-brown

dots, which become much more numerous about the large end.

Bull, N.O.O. I, July, 1870. p,43
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AN ORNITHOLOGICAL MYSTERY.

BY WILLIAM BREWSTER.

“Even yet thou art to me
No bird : but an invisible Thing,
A Voice, a mystery.” — Words-worth.

In these days of multitudinous bird observers, when so many of
the questions that both perplexed and stimulated the students of
twenty-five or thirty years ago have been set finally at rest, it is

refreshing to happen on an ornithological mystery
;

one, more-
over, possessing no slight interest and importance since it

concerns a bird which is known to the ornithologists of eastern
Massachusetts, as the Cuckoo was to Wordsworth, only by its

voice.

At about six o’clock on the afternoon of June 7, 1889, I heard
in Cambridge, among the dense beds of cat-tail flags which sur-
round I out Pond, some bird notes, rail-like in character but
wholly new to me. They proved equally so to Mr. Walter Faxon
and Mr. Bradford Torrey, whom I took to the place later that same
evening. Together we listened to the bird for upward of an hour
during which he was rarely silent for more than a minute or two at

a time. As we were unable to obtain any clue to his identity, and
as his song invariably began with a series of kick-kicks we chris-
tened him the 1 Kicker ’ by which name he has since been known
among the Cambridge ornithologists.



Solution of the ‘ Ornithological Mystery.’— I was much pleased to read
Mr. Brewster’s article, ‘ An Ornithological Mystery,’ in the October number
of ‘ The Auk,’ as I feel certain I can help to solve it, as I myself had a bird
which answers exactly to the description of the Yellow Rail ( Porzana
noveboracensis ).

On Sept. 13, 1900, while in Mr. Hope’s bird store, Queen St., Toronto, he
told me he had a live rail for me, and when I saw it I was delighted to find
it was a Yellow Rail, which. had been taken by a man on the Humber
River (particulars unknown). I had a cage made for him, 24 by ii feet,
with a metal bottom, in which I kept sand and about half an inch of water’
with some aquatic plants, which I thought would be suitable for my new
friend.

made no attempt at flying. Mr. Brewster speaks of ‘ the Mystery ’ as the
‘ Kicker ’’ whi le the female portion of my household christened my bird
‘ the Scold -’ 1 kepi the cage on the kitchen floor and he would invariably
scold the first person who went into the room in the morning, and if any
of their skirts brushed up against the cage he would be sure to scold them
with his familiar call kik-kik-kik-kik-queak. If we went into the room
at night and lighted the gas and surprised him he would use the longer
call, kik-kik-kik-kik-kik-kik-kik-kik-ki-queah

; and on two occasions, when
he was at ease he uttered a note exactly like the Indigo Bunting’s chip.
I fed him on boiled eggs and prepared mockingbird food, and a few meal
worms.

One evening about the last week in December, 1900, while I was watch-
ing him bathe, evening being his favorite time for bathing, the poor little
fellow’s head dropped over the side of the bath, and after a few convulsive
twitches he was dead. I had not time to make him into a skin, so sent him
to a taxidermist, who unfortunately did not take the sex. — J H Ames
Toronto, Ontario. Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p
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1/ O’ AOn the follow-

ing day I caught two Saxicolce, and as there was no chance of keeping

them alive, preserved their skins, for I did not feel quite sure about the

species. [*] On the 25th a third Saxicola appeared on the scene; and

when in latitude 52
0 N., longitude 30° W., I noticed two more birds, the

Land-Rail (Crex pratensis) ,
and the Turnstone ( Strepsilas interpres).

These were particularly interesting to me, and I was able to obtain both

of them soon after they alighted on the deck of the ship. The former

was in fair condition
;

I kept it alive until the 28th, stuffing it with small

scraps of raw meat, but owing to stormy weather it died on that day.

The Turnstone was miserably thin and died in a few hours, though fed as
j

the Land-Rail was.^

[* It proved to be Saxicola cenanthe
,
the Wheatear or Stonechat. These specimens

which are in fall plumage. I have had the pleasure of examining, thanks to the
kindness of Mr. Young.—J. A. A.]

Auk, l, Qot., 1884. p, 3^#- ??

The Corn Crake i^vfl’coti’J.^b’urinf ^^fshto this city recently
I had the pleasure of exhibiting to Mr. Frank M. Chapman a case of birds

containing specimens which I have collected and mounted in years gone
by and among which he recognized a specimen of the Corn Crake {Crex

crex) which I had inadvertently identified as another species.

As regards the history of this bird, I may briefly mention that nearly

a quarter of a 'century ago, in the month of October, while Snipe shooting

in a boggy, swampy situation, my’dog flushed the strange bird which, fly-

ing steadily, was readily brought down, and its like has never since been

seen in this vicinity.

—

-James McKinlay, Pictou, N. S.



Auk,. XIII, April, 1890, Pp./^-y
Crex crex in Maine.— I he occurrence of Crex crex near Portland, Me.,

was noted in an editorial paragraph of the ‘ Ornithologist and Oologist,’

Yol. XV, p. 30, as follows: “II. II. Brock reports a specimen of the

European Corn Crake ( Crex crex) killed by John Whiting in Falmouth,
Me., about four miles from Portland. Another was shot at the same
time, but was so mutilated that it was thrown away.”

I feel that the importance of this capture demands a more detailed state-

ment, especially in view of the fact that the above notice seems to have
been often overlooked. The bird is an unquestionable Crex crex in

extremely fine plumage and of typical coloration. It not only agrees

closely with printed descriptions, but with the several European speci-

mens with which I have compared it. The date of its capture was Octo-

ber 14, 1889, and the locality the ‘Dyke’ Marsh in Falmouth, where so

many other rare waders have been taken. It was shot by Mr. John Whit-

ney> n°f “ Whiting.” It came into my hands at once, was preserved by
myself, and is now in my collection. Great importance should not, of
course, be attached to the closing sentence of the paragraph above quoted,
which was based on the statements of a gunner not skilled in identifying
birds, though undoubtedly truthful.— Henry H. Brock, Portland

, Me.

H. H. Brock, Portland, Me., reports a specimen of

tlie European Corn Crake (Crex crex) killed by John

Whiting at the dyke in Falmouth, Me., about four miles

from Portland. Another was shot at the same time but

was so mutilated that it was thrown away. He also

reports two Great Gray Owls.

O.&O. XV.Feb.lC90 P .*,0



irrow (Melospiza fasciata). May 2;

Sparrow (Passerculus sandioichens

May 21, 25, 26, 27.

nch ( Pooscetes granlineusji May 2|

I.

farrow (Melospiza poiustris). Ma

hriish ( Hylocichla ufalascoc pallasi
]

f
erulatmigratoria)

./
May 18, 27, 29.

( Tyrwnnus carqfinensis ) . June 1^

Vireo (1Kireom/lva olivacea). Jun

led Vireo

Tarbler (Da
' solitarius). June 8

\ozca (estiva). June a

iwk ( ChJrdeile^popetue) . June (j

How (BeXrochelidonJunifrons) . Jupj

p
7

- /
(lied *wallow (Tachffcineta bicolor

),

29,Jkesh.

iped Chickadee (Parus\tricapillus )

*1 incubated,

pckle ( Scolecophagus fer%pgineus)

Well incubated.

Galcoscoptes carolinensis). July 21

(Ampelis cedrodrum). June ’- 20

The Corn Crake in Connecticut.

BY HON. JOHN N. CLARK, SAYBROOK, CONN.

In looking over a Check List made from the

A. O. XL Code I And the names of fifty-one

species or varieties of birds enclosed in brack-

ets, and upon investigation discovered by Rule

3 “ that stragglers or accidental visitors not re-

garded as components of the North American

fauna were to be distinguished by having their

respective numbers in brackets,” so that these

fifty-one species are regarded as stragglers or

accidental visitors, and every capture of one of

them by an ornithologist is regarded as an in-

teresting event to be triumphantly recorded for

publication.

But how few such triumphs are there in the

fecords! Probably but a small portion of such

captures fall to the lot of the ornithological

student. Seventy-five in a hundred of the

sportsmen would dress the rare bird for the



pot, With the common ones, and discuss its

flesh instead of its plumage.

Yet such a triumph has been mme the fi t

specimen of all that list of stragg e tell m o

' handS on the ’20th of October last-a Corn

She (Crex crex), a bird about the -ze and ap-

(M not examined too closely)

ASsaSsSiis
i

,-h(1 head of a marsh, the souice u
at the h

_ tw0 miles through salt

stream wind g - Island Sound,
meadows to its outlet into ura8

5civz&33£
rriS--*

SlGSsSSS
'there from the European Continent about Api d

°r
,ff/‘o, a shy and retiring disposition, and

i „ ., nri from seven to teii

ln
.

)'
e

\'h eh- ground color varies from ecru drab

Stwo, and they

a^sDiOe'w'spotrof'purplish-^ray^ p^^ave^a
ure 1.41 x 1.07 and larger, and the sp

\ t-n run lengthwise on the eggs,
tendency toiun tn

haye beell taken in

Specimens of t

New Jersey, and the
Greenland, Long Isia

aark has added
Bermudas, an n

loc

”
utieB . it therefore

sssrs
single specimen having ee

“ P.N.]

0.& o. XIII. Mar. 1888 p. - V ^ •



Ltong Island Bird Notes. Wm.Dutcher

5- Crex crex. Corn Crake.

—

In the shop of Messrs. Lucas
Buck, of Sag Harbor, I found a mounted specimen of this

species, which I purchased. They bought it about August 15,
1S85, while in the flesh, from a farmer residing near Amagan-
sett, Suffolk Co. It was, when shot, on an upland or dry
meadow, in company with some Meadow Larks ( Sturnella
magna). The sex was not ascertained.

Auk, 3, Oct. , 1886. p.

Bird Notes from Long Island, N.Y.
William Butcher.

12. Crex crex. Corn Crake.

—

Since my previous record of this bird
on Long Island,! I have had a mounted specimen presented to me by Mr.
A. A. Fraser, who “bagged the bird, November 2, 1880. It was at the
toot of the uplands, where they join the meadows, in heavy cover, with
springs running from it.”

Auk, Vol. Ill* 1886, p. 435.
Auk, V, April, 1888. p.177
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Lew i st on
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.

' 1892. " April 11, 1892, a Purple Gallinule was captured in an

:

April 11. exhausted condition about three miles frora this city

hi& c
it

Extract from a letter to William Brewster.



Auk, XV, April,

Purple Gallinule (Ionornis martinica). — This species is an acci-

dental visitor. In 1896 I saw an adult female which had been captured

alive on Devil’s Island, Halifax Harbour, about January 16 of that year.

It had probably been injured by striking the lighthouse upon that

island. After being kept alive for about twenty-five days, it died and
was mounted. I am told that another of the same species was found
dead at Chezzetcook, Halifax County, in the same week as that in which
the before-mentioned specimen was taken. Previous to this, two speci-

mens had been taken in the Province. One of these was shot near
Halifax on January 30, 1870 (Jones, American Naturalist, IY, 253), and
the other was captured alive in April, 1889, and was kept for some time

in an aviary by the late Mr. Andrew Downs ( vide Transactions N. S.

Inst. Nat. Sc., VII, 468). It has been reported as casual in the neighbor-

ing Province of New Brunswick. P<e*-S, •

. / f 6\
•~iL



Birds of Southern New Brunswick.
Oaazaberlaia.

16. Ionornis martinica. Purple Gallinule. - Since obtaining the
male, announced by Mr. Wm. Brewster in this Bulletin for July, 1881, I
have had the good fortune to get possession of a female which was shot
near Gagetown, a village on the St. John River, about forty miles from its
mouth. The bird was taken in the early part of September, 1880.

Bull. N. O.O, 7, April, 1882, p.io

5

flan* ^ J/uveo A<wfcco.

^ , {ll/tAAXVlct f/djru-U..

Of the more Southern spe-

cies, which, caught in the circles of the

Southern cyclones, are whirled down upon

us, may be added a Purple Galinule, shot

at Halifax, February, 1870, a few days after

the cyclone in which the City of Boston

perished, and Her Majesty s transport,

Oronte, survived, on the banks of New-

foundland.

/<T- /Sr*5 -/'- /-a3.

Occurrence of the Purple Floiuba Gallinules near St.

John, New Brunswick. — M. Chamberlain, Esq., of St. John, New

Brunswick, has very kindly furnished me with the following notes for

publication in the Bulletin.

On April 6, 1881, a Purple Gallinule (Porfkyrio martinica) was shot at

Irishtown. a few miles west of St. John. It was taken in a meadow a

short distance from the shore of the Bay of Fundy.

Bull, N. O.O. 6, July, 1881. p. / •

We have, by the hand of the author, a copy

of a reprint, from the Transactions oj the

Nora Scotian Institute of Natural Science
,
on

“Notes of Nova Scotian Zoology,” by Sir.

Harry Piers of Halifax, N. S. In this paper

lie notes the capture of a specimen of Vir-

ginia Deer, an animal hitherto noted as being

unknown in this province, a fact as strange

as true, since it has been often taken in New
Brunswick, near the boundry line. He also

notes some of the habits of the Purple Galli-

nule now kept in captivity by .Mr. Andrew

Downs, a hitherto unaccomplished achieve-

ment. The breeding habits of other little-

known birds are also touched upon, as are

also some reptiles and fishes.

Mr. Piers, though a comparatively young

man, is doing some very fine work in Natural

History.

0..&Q, 2YI, Jan, 18% p.ia

Quyt-ire. z. Cc\nicxJa-

Purple Gallinule, Sabine’s Gull, and other Rare Birds in Quebec.— About
the middle of September last a young Purple Gallinule was shot on the
beach of the St. Lawrence River about two miles from the city of Quebec,
and towards the first of October an adult Sabine’s Gull, in its fall plumage,
was also shot in the same place, by another sportsman. This bird and the
preceding one, which are in my possession, are the first records of their

presence in the Province of Quebec.
In September last, a Meadowlark was captured in a field near a forest

at Lorette, about six miles from Quebec. This is the second occurrence of
this bird here.

Mr. J. Beetz, of Piastre Bay, Pointe aux Esquimaux, on the North Shore
of the St. Lawrence, has recently sent me one adult specimen of the Mourn-
ing Dove shot by him the 23d of October last. We have had until now
only five records of its presence in the Province; two near the city of

Quebec, and three were recorded some years ago at Godbout, by Mr. N.
Comeau, but none so far in the North.

Mr. Beetz has also sent me one Ruby-throated Hummingbird captured
the 25th of September.— C. E. Dionne, Quebec, Canada.

Auk 27. JaA-l&iO P« %?,

Birds of Toronto, Ontario,
By James H. Fleming.
Pt.I, Water Birds.

AuB, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.44®.
/3. Ionornis martinica. Purple Gallinule.— One taken at the

mouth of the Rouge River (16 miles east of Toronto), April 8, 1892. 1

1 Biological Review of Ontario, I, 1894, 10.

73

26



The Purple Gallinule in New England. — The record shows

about half a dozen occurrences of Porphyrio martinica in New England
and the Provinces. I can add another instance. Mr. Joshua G. Nicker-

son informs me that at Boothbay, Me., towards the last of September,

1877, a male of this species in elegant plumage was seen on the edo-e of a

pond by a boy, who knocked it over with a stone, and captured the bird

alive. It was kept in a slatted box for some days, and at once became very

tame. Being allowed the freedom of the room, it would parade about the

floor, and perch on and take flies from the hand. Given too much liberty,

it shortly escaped. — II. A. Purdie, Newton
, Mass.

Bull, N, O.O. 5, Oct., 1880 , p. VJ? .

87
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Purple Gallinule in Mass. A Purple Gal-

linule (lonornis martinica) was shot at Lake
Quiusigamoud, Worcester, Mass, on May 30th,

1887. A rare occurrence.

H. L. Rand, Worcester, Mass.

O.&O. XXI. July 1987 p. / /I'

Purple Gallinule in Massachusetts.

A fine female Purple Gallinule was left with
me, April 9tli, for mounting. Knowing this

to be a rare bird in Massachusetts I thought
its occurrence might be worthy of notice.

C. G. Wood.
Plymouth, Mass.

O.& O. Vol.17.May 1892 p. 72
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Purple Gallinule in Mass. A Purple Gal-

linule (lonornis martinica) was shot at Lake

Quinsigamond, Worcester, Mass, on May 30th,

1887. A rare occurrence.

H. L. Rand, Worcester, Mass.

O.&O. Xli. July 1967 p. IIS'

Purple Gallinule in Massachusetts.

A fine female Purple Gallinule was left with
me, April 9tli, for mounting. Knowing this

to be a rare bird in Massachusetts I thought
its occurrence might be worthy of notice.

C. C. Wood.
Plymouth, Mass.

0.& O. Vol.17.May 1892 p. 72
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The Purple Gallinule in Massachusetts in the Breeding Season. — In
August, 1899 ,

1

saw at the farm of Mr. A. J. Severance in Rowley, Mass., a
mounted specimen of the Purple Gallinule

(Ionornis martinica') . The bird
was caught in June, 1897, by a cat at a pond in the adjoining town of Box-
ford. Another bird, supposed to be of the same species and the mate, was
seen at the pond. This appears to be the second record of the occurrence
of Ionornis martinica in Essex county, the specimen previously noted
being preserved in the collection of the Peabody Academy of Science at
Salem.

Another hitherto unpublished record of Ionornis martinica. in Massa-
chusetts is that of a beautiful specimen which I saw in the flesh in April,
1890, at the stall of W. W. Palmer, Faneuil Hall Market, Boston. The
bird had been caught in a muskrat trap at Chatham. —J. A. Farley, Mi/.

*««. Auk, XVIII, April., 1901, p , t 90*

Massachusetts Bird Notes.- Ionornis martinica. - Another instance
of the occurrence of this species in northern Essex County has come tomy notice. In June of the present year I saw at the residence of Mrs.Wm. S. Horner of Georgetown a mounted specimen of the Purple Galli-
nule. Mrs. Horner informs me that the bird was shot by a local gunner in
the spring “several years ago” (probably not less than ten years) in a

meadow in Byfield parish, town of Newbury. The locality is not manym.les from the pond where the pair of Purple Gallinules was seen in June
1897, as I haye_filready recorded in ‘ The Auk _(April, 1901, p. 190).

J« ^ -
,
W V*~_#vav>

Auk, XVIII Oct., 1901, Pp. 319,iff.



lonornis martinica

Ad. male, full spring plumage
,
taken at Lake Quinsigamond

sold to Miss Ball of Worcester. Mr. John A. Parley of Malden

Ma saw the bird in the flesh. The above information is

Ionornis martinica

Charles Pierce, a W. Quincy boy* skinned mounted ana receivedCharles Pierce, a W. Quincy boy* skinned mounted ana received

from George Nelson, taxidermist of W. Quincy. Mr. 0. Bangs saw

the bird in the flesh. Small pebbles only in stomach, ova-

ries little larger than pin-heads; pond-hole near N.Y., N.

& Hartford gravel pits. No. 48650 in Brewster collection.

Two Massachusetts Records— Mr. John E. Thajer permits me to
record the following captures, the specimens referred to being now in his
museum at Lancaster, Mass. On May 24, 1904, a boy caught a female
Purple Galiinule

(
lonurnis martinica ) at Randolph. The bird was kept

alive for a few days, but finally died, and was purchased by Mr. Thayer.
On August 12, 1904, Mr. Henry W. Abbott shot a female Little Blue
Heron (Florida carulea) at Sandwich. The specimen is almost white.

Auk, XXII, July, 1005, p • 3/?-
f
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Purple Gallinule (Ionornis martinica ) in Rhode Island. Mr.
Newton Dexter states that some years ago Mr. P. W. Aldrich showed
him a fine Purple Gallinule just received in the flesh from Westerly, R. I.

Mr. Dexter bought, and now has the bird. He is not able to give the
exact year, but thinks it was in 1857.—Fred. T. Jencks, Providence

, R. I.
BuU, N. Q. O, 7, April, 1882, p, / 2 V

.

1481. Purple Gallinule. [By J. M. Southwick.] Ibid., No. io, Oct.,

1886, p. 79.— [‘‘This was the third capture, not the second as stated.”—J.

M. Southwick, in litt.~\ Ban4. Notes N«t» Hi»0

/3uy Sy

-For* &Stream. vol e 38 3iV.

^C^XCalVrPt/ fZjE

.

CJol.Boetoe Soc. Nat. History,

Ionornis martinica. Purple Gallinule.— A male captured at Sea-
connet, R. I., on June 8, 1900, is in the collection.

Auk 25, A«-1908,p.

9^



Dutcher, Bare Long1 Island Birds.

Ionornis martinica. Purple Gallinule.—“Formerly very plentiful;

slowly passing away. I have not seen one of these birds for many years
on Long Island. The specimen in the Long Island Historical Society’s

collection was shot by me at Indian Pond^ 1 Long Island.” — {Nicolas
Pike

, MS. notes.)

1 Indian Pond is at Flatlands, near the old race course. It is in the woods some

distance from the Coney Island road.

Auk X. July, 1893 p 272.

Purple Gallinule, (Ionornis martinica.)

A (specimen was shot near a small pond in

Middle Island in the Summer of 1879 by-

Mr. F. Edwards, who still has the bird in

his possession.

—

A. H Helme
,
N. Y.

O.&Q. Vll.May. 1882. p. W.



Habits of the Purple Gallinule (lonornis martinica'f,—While spending

the spring and summer of 1887 at Yemassee, S. C., I found the Purple

Gallinule to be the most common and characteristic of the birds breeding

there. The locality where I found them was an old rice plantation of

about six or seven hundred acres. This abandoned rice plantation is

used as a reservoir, or, in local parlance, a ‘backwater.’ It is kept filled

with water, to flow the rice of adjoining fields, and is usually covered

with water to the: depth of three to four leet. The whole ‘backwater’ is

overgrown with rushes, the broad-leafed pond lily{Nymfhma odorata) and

the Nelumbium (Cyamusflavicomus). I found the Gallinules very com-

mon—there must have been at least five hundred pairs of birds. It was a

very beautiful sight to see the graceful creatures walking over the large

leaves of the pond lily, every now and then flirting their tails, or holding

their wings over their heads, as they walked from one leaf to another.

When flying, chasing one another, the legs are always hanging down, and

the birds are cackling the whole time while engaged in this sport. They

have several very peculiar call-notes, one which is very guttural, is to be

heard incessantly. They are exceedingly tame one can almost step on

them before they 'take wing. If wounded they dive immediately, and

remain under water for fully five minutes at a time, and it is folly to

waste time in following them up, as they rise with only the point of the

bill out of water. The soft parts in life are as follows :—Crown shield,

azure blue, legs bright yellow, the tip of bill greenish yellow, and the

middle of bill bright red.
#

The nests are commenced about May 5. They are built in rushes,

invariably over water, and are made of half decayed rushes. The nest is

substantially built, and well secured to the rushes which grow in the

water. The birds have regular trodden paths leading to their nests, and,

strange to say, there are always three or four nests in all stages of comple-

tion near each nest which contains eggs. The eggs are from four to nine,

almost invariably six. They measure about 1.60 X X-IS inches, and are

pale cream color or yellowish, spotted with brown or purplish. They

vary in size and markings ;
some of the eggs I collected are larger than

typical specimens of the Florida Gallinule, and some as small as large

specimens of the Virginia Rail. I never saw a Gallinule sitting—day or

night, rain or shine—and I really believe the eggs are hatched by the

decomposition of the materials which comj ose the nest. The young can

easily be raised, and become perfectly tame. The breeding season is a

long one, as I had a very young bird in the downy stage sent me alive on

September 17. Its appearance is as follows : Upperparts glossy black, the

lower parts sooty, the throat, cheeks, and top of head with silvery white

hairs. The base of bill is yellowish, the lower mandible, and part of upper

jet blackwith a white spot, which rises to a point on the tip of upper man-

dible ;this white. spot resembles ‘white lead.’ The wings are also covered

with silvery hairs.

—

Arthur T. Wayne, Charleston, S. C.

Auk, Y. Jan. 1888 . p.

1965. Nesting of the Purple Gallinule. By Jas. II. Rachford. Ibid.,

p. 16. Ora, & Qolofirist’s Seml-armuai, Voi. l. 3





Gall inula Kaleat a. ( ? ).

Sudbury Marshes, Wayland, Mass.

1387 , m the meadow between the two bridges I heard two bird

June 6. notes quite new to me. One which came every few seconds from

a tangled morass of flags, cat-tails, and button bushes on

the margin of the river was a quavering coo very like that of

the tame pigeon, a coo -ho o -ho o , sometimes oop -hoP_-hoo.-hoo ..

I thought it might be a Gallinule. This cry ceased as I

sailed past but was soon renewed and continued until nearly

dark

.

The other stranger was in a dense bed of canary grass

into which I pushed the canoe to rest and enjoy the sights

and sounds connected with the sunset hour. While sitting here

perfectly still some bird within a few yards of me began call-

ing Kloc-Kloc-hloo . very much like a hen but in harder tones.

Could it have been a Least Bittern? (I heard another the

following day).

1338. in tall canary grass standing in water a foot or more

June 16. deep we heard on the right side of the river and about 20 yds.

in from its margin the same bird that I noted during my last

visit, June, 1887: oluck-clucK-clucK-clucK it called every

few seconds, the tone of the sound very like that of a cluck-

ing hen, the notes all on one Key and without special accent.

Faxon heard this mystery in this same month last year. There

seems to be only one each year. We could think of nothing

but a Gallinulei
<U
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Fulica americana .

Lake Umbagog

.

1898, (Shortly before sunset at Moose Point) Melvin saw the

Sept. 15. Fulica swimming about in the flooded grass and watched it for

a long time. It finally disappeared in the grass but a little

later while pushing the boat across the marsh he flushed and

shot it. It is only the second of the kind that I have ever

seen at Umbagog.

Sept. 24. As I was leaving the marsh (at Moose Point) after it had

become nearly dark I started a Coot ( Fulica ) from a rank bed

of half-submerged grass at almost the exact place where Mel-

vin shot one a week or so (on Sept. 15) ago. I could have

killed this bird easily enough. It pattered off over a space

of open water, half running, half flying and finally alighted

again in some grsLss beyond.

|

Concord, Mass.

1898. As I approached Beaver Dam Rapid I saw xxrxxxx a Coot.

Oct. 7. It had evidently discovered me for it was making for the

pickerel weed which I soon reached and entered. I paddled to

i

the spot where it had disappeared and stood up in the canoe

when it rose within 20 feet of me and flaw up to the extreme

end of the lagoon. * * y x x x I did not see it again.

Oct. 11. As I was passing the head of Beaver Dam Rapid I saw two

Coots swimming in the lagoon on the right. They discovered
I

me almost as soon as I did them and at once paddled into the



Fulica arner icana

Concord,

1898 .

Oct. 11.

(NO. 2).

Mass

.

pickerel weed. I went in after them out could not see either

of them. When I hoisted my sail, however, one of them

started from the reeds very near me and flew off down river,

returning just as I reached the middle of the rapids, and

circling around eves* me over the meadows finally alighting

near the head of the lagoon again. It flew very fast with

its legs stretched out behind.



S7./3.

A Florida Gallinule

(
Gallinula galeata') was also captured by Henry Ketchum, Esq., at Dick s

Lake, in September, 1880.

There is a record ( Jones ,
Am. Nat., IV, 253) of the occurrence of the

Purple Gallinule at Halifax, Nova Scotia, January 30, 1870, but I cannot

learn that the Florida Gallinule has previously been detected so far to the

eastward as St. John.— William Brewster, Cambridge ,
Mass.

Bull N.O.Q. S.July, 1881, p, /?£ *

The Florida Galinule was also

taken near Halifax, May 23, 1880, after no

recorded storm.

(/?_i v//. M'oy p

The Florida Gallinule in Nova Scotia.-Mr. Watson Bishop of Kent-

ville, has in his collection a Florida Gallinule gallinula galea^ wh. h

was taken near (he Cornwallis River, N. S., on Septembei 20, 1886, by

Mr E F. L. Jenner. Mr. J. M. Jones reports that three other examples o

fhis species have been taken in that Provin^-MoNTAOU.: Chamberla.n,

St. John, N. B. Auk, 4, July 188/. p. 25 3.

also rfeived a Flofida G allinule that some hoys killed
|

with stones, both at Halifax, N. S„ about November 18.

ipxop. x 1 v. /rif
-

/* • /y.

..arry Austen shot a Night Heron in young plumage

;

q Ird 1 ;i lso received a Florida Gallinule that some boys killed 1

With stones, both at HalifexJ S. S„ about November 18.
He also received from a friend in Kentville, an Albino
Woodcock. No use, Canada must be annexed.

Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James H. Fleming.
Pt . I

,

Water Birds.
Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.448.

74 . Gallinula galeata. Florida Gallinule.— Common summer
resident, abundant in migrations; arrives about the middle of April,

departs towards the end of October. A young bird taken September 29,

1898; downy young, June 6, 1895; nest taken June 23, 1889.

//S'



Auk, XIII, July, 1890, p . ? i'Sl'
Recent Occurrence of the Florida Gallinule in Southern Maine—Two

immature male specimens of the Florida Gallinule ( Gallinula galeata)
have recently been taken on the ‘Dyke ’marsh in Falmouth, near Port-
land. The first was shot on September 20, 1894, and is preserved in
the collection of Mr. W. H. Rich, of Portland. The second was shot
on September 30 of the same year, and is in my own collection. Both
of these birds were seen by me before they were preserved.— Henry
H. Brock, Portland, Me.

/2c
T

4*

Aty.

/ft?'

-// t/

C--
1

The Florida Gallinule, Stilt and Buff-breasted Sandpipers near Portland,
Me., in 1907— On October 15, a female Florida Gallinule (Gallinula
galeata ) was shot at Atlantic House Pond, Scarborough Maine. It passed
into my collection. Its gullet contained three specimens of Planorbis
campanulatus

,

and its stomach another. In the gizzard were a number of
seeds. I am not aware of the previous capture of the bird at Scarborough,
though two are recorded from Falmouth in 1894 (c/. Brock, Auk, XIII
p. 255). <A*4l . /9«t/>.. f/~ Ti ,



The Florida Gallinule Breeding inVermont.—Early in June, the present
year, I left New York City for a short collectingtrip in Vermont, in quest
of, among other things, the Florida Gallinule ( Gallinula galeata ), in the
hope pf securing the birds, their nest and eggs, and the proper access-

ories, for a group piece for the American Museum of Natural History.

On visiting the locality where in former years I had found the species

breeding, my disappointment was very great to find the birds had de-

parted. This locality is Lake Bomaseen, situated about sixteen miles

from Rutland, Vermont. My first nest of these birds I found at this

place, May 28, 1881. It was built in the cat-tail flags, upon a small, boggy
island, quite a distance from the main land. It was slightly elevated

above the water, and composed entirely of dry flags, and contained nine
fresh eggs. The next season, 1882, I made two trips to the breeding
ground, and found one nest, May 28, containing five eggs. This I left,

and returned June 5, and found, not far from the first nest, a second one.

These were situated on boggy ground connected with the main land.

Both nests looked near enough alike to have been made by the same bird.

The same kind of material was used as in the nest found in 1881. The
first nest contained seven eggs, and the second one eleven. One of the

birds was taken.

The next year, 1883, but one nest was found, near the place where two
were found the year before. It contained nine eggs, and both of the birds

could have been easily taken.

This year, after hunting for two days without result, a gentleman near
where I was staying told me he thought a Mr. Johnson, of Hydeville,

Vt., had taken the nest this season. When I returned to New York, I

found, through Mr. Allen, that such was the case, Mr. Allen having re-

ceived a letter from him reporting his discovery.

1 do not think that more than one pair of birds breed at this lake. It is

very probable that others may breed at Fort Cassan and Lambus Point,

Lake Champlain.—Jenness Richardson, Am. Mus. Nat. Hist., New
York City.

Under date of Hydeville, Vt., June 6, 1889, Mr. A. J. Johnson wrote me
as follows: “I wish to establish the fact of the breeding of the Florida
Gallinule ( Gallinula galeata ) in the State of Vermont, having found a

nest containing ten eggs in Lake Bomaseen, Castleton, Vt. It was built

in a clump of rushes, and the nest also was made of the same. I saw the

bird, but did not shoot it. Two years ago I shot one near the same place

and found the nest. There must be several more breeding near this place,

for I heard quite a number. I cannot find any record of this species breed-

ing in Vermont in any book I have.”

While the occurrence of the Florida Gallinule in Vermont is on record,

the above seem to be the first reports of its breeding in that State.—J. A.
Allen, Am. Mas. Nat. Hist., New York City.

Auk, VI. July, 1889. p. *73- 2 IV.

The Florida Gallinule is also supposed to be of rare occurrence in Ver-
mont, but for the past twenty years it has been common about Lake Cham-
plain, breeding here also, as it is a regular- autumn experience to come
upon them with their young. J Illy, 1390 , f) # 3 //.
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Notes ox New England Birds.— Mr. George H. Mackay furnishes

me with the following memoranda, which are not without interest.

1. Gallinula galeata. Florida Gali.inule. — An immature bird

was shot late in the autumn of 1872, probably in October, near the north

end of Hummock Pond, Nantucket. The specimen is now in the collec-

tion of the Boston Society of Natural History.

7 . 0^7

.

/ 2-/

Bulla IT.0,0. 4.Jan, 1879, V . (, 3



Occurrence of the Florida Gallinule at Springfield, Mass.—A Florida

Gallinule (
Gallinula galeata) was taken October i, 1884, at a point on the

Connecticut River about five miles below Springfield., The bird was first

noticed in the water close to the bank, in the act of diving. I immediately,

went to the spot with a dog, who dashed in where the bird disappeared,

when it immediately came to the surface and instantly took to wing and

was shot. A companion then informed me that it was similar to a bird

that he had recently taken. Early in September, 1886, I was told that a

strange bird, like a very large Rail,” had been seen in the reeds in a set-

back, near the mouth of the Agawam River, which enters into the Con-

necticut directly opposite this city. On the 14th of September, upon going

to this place, I at once succeeded in getting this bird up, but in shooting-

missed it. It alighted about a hundred yards up the set-back, where, after

some search, it arose from some tall grass within a few feet of where I

stood and was killed.

Four days later (September 18th), at very nearly the same place where

the first mentioned Gallinule was shot in 1884, the dogs drove out from the

reeds another, which was shot; and on the same day, a little farther down
the river, and about a mile north of the Connecticut State line, I saw what
at first seemed to be a Grebe swimming rapidly out into the river; upon
pursuing it with a boat it arose, flying slowly and near the water, and was
also killed. This made the fourth time I had been present at the capture

of a Florida Gallinule in this vicinity within two years. I also think I

have seen birds of this kind on other occasions when they have not been
taken, and have very little doubt but that my companion was correct in

his statement in 1884, that he had shot one, although there is a possibility

he had mistaken a Coot for a Gallinule. They very closely resemble each
other in every respect, except the feet. At all other places where these

birds were first found, the bottom was very soft and there was a rank
growth of wild rice, upon the seeds of which plant the birds were feeding.

—Robert O. Morris, Springfield
,
Mass. AUk # 4, Jan. , 1887, p. 72

0ape 3od
- Mass

, 1890. G. S, Miller
&TJK.VHI,Jan, i89i,p,

Gallinula galeata.—Among the cat-tails bordering the pond in which
the Ruddy Ducks were found this species occurred in large numbers. The
pond was formerly a tide-meadow and harbor opening into Massachusetts
Bay , or perhaps more properly into Provincetown Harbor, but as there
was danger of the Cape wearing through at this point, the Government
about twenty years ago shut off the outlet, thus converting the harbor
into a shallow pond which immediately became fresh, and as soon as the
cat-tails began to grow at its margins formed a very favorable breeding
giound for reed-loving birds. The proportion of cat-tails to water has
been steadily increasing, so that of the total nine hundred or more acres
of the original pond there must be at present at least two hundred and
fifty acres of cat-tails. The open water is seldom more than four feet
deep (the average depth is much less), and in the shallower parts is filled
with Potamogeton.

Ihe Gallinules were found in such numbers that without making anv
special effort in search of them from five to eight might be seen in the
course of a row around tile pond close to the edge of the cat-tails. This,
foi such a shy, retiring bird, is a large number to see in one day in Massa-
chusetts. At almost any point where the fringe of cat-tails was more
than a few yards deep, the report of a gun would immediately start the
noisy and characteristic outcry of a number of individuals, scarcely any
of which, however, would show themselves unless it were by accident at
the edge of the cat-tails, or flying across some pool or old tide creek.
Although, on account of the lateness of the season at which I visited the
pond, no nests were found and the young birds taken were so fully
fledged that they might have been migrants, there is but little doubt that
the species breeds there. In fact a gunner who has lived for many years
on the shore of the pond and who knows the birds well, tells me that the
‘dippers ' (Erismatura) and ‘pond hens,’ as the present species (together
with Fiilica americana which is abundant during migration) is called,
first began to frequent the pond as migrants a year or two after it became
fresh, and that a few years after their first appearance a few pairs re-
mained to breed, which they have continued to do in varying but steadily
increasing numbers ever since.



Gall inulo . „ oJLjlZZZ _

East Lexington, Mass.

The Gall inule appeared yesterday afternoon ( May 9, 1393) In

the Great Ivleadow, East Lexington, near the spot where I felt con-

fident that I had heard one May 13, 1392. The bird seen yesterday

waded, swam, flew, and let forth a volley of hen-like squawks in

full view and at pretty short range. It is an interesting addition

to the fauna of the meadow. I hope it is not merely a migrant.

Walter Faxon (letter May IP* 1893.)

m
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Dear Mr. Brewster; -

Regarding the birds T sent, will say that the
single Fla. Gall inule that T sent you T found swimming in the
River about a mile above the Bog. Previous to that date, j found
the 5 bird3 in what we call the Bog which is on Farrar's land
just above Fair Haven Bay. This is a piece of meadow land which
is dammed up expecting to make a lake. Tt makes quite a place for j,

I was in there one day with a couple of friends in a canoe
and saw these 5 birds swim up 30 or 40 yards from the shore where
the water was a couple of feet deep.. As we paddled up to them
and before getting in range, they went on shore and worked up into
the brush on the dry hillside. We happened to have 2 dogs in the
boat and put them out on shore and they flushed the birds up full

over our heads out in the middle of the pond. I killed one as they
went over and when I saw what they were, T let the rest go as I

did not care for them. The bird I killed I judge was a bird of the
year and T mounted it. If you want it, T will be very glad to let

vou have it. /

A Florida Gallinule on the Coast of Massachusetts.— While the barge

‘Geo. W. Stetson’ was passing over the shoals near Pollock Rip lightship,

about July 30, 1906, a strange bird alighted during the night on the deck.

The crew tried to capture it, and it flew to sea again and out of sight, but

a little later returned to the vessel and was captured. It was brought

here and given to me for identification; it proved to be a Purple Gallinule

(Gallinula galeata). This would seem to be considerably out of its ordinary

range. I liberated it on some fresh-water marshes here (Beverly, Mass.),

hoping it would find its way south with some other birds in the fall migra-

tion — Frank A. Brown, Beverly, Mass.

wife, xxiv, a IQQv.P - 97 -

Bird Notes from Springfield, Mass., and Vicinity.— Gallinule galeata.

On January 17, 1910, William Dearden, a taxidermist, residing in Spring-

field, received a Florida Gallinule, to be mounted, which was sent to him
from the town of Ware. The occurrence of this bird in Massachusetts at

this season of the year, was so unprecedented, that deputy game warden,

Dennis F. Shea, residing in Ware, was asked to inquire into the matter,

which he did, and reported that this bird was first seen about the middle

of December in a field on the farm of Arthur F. Bennett, in the town of

Palmer, feeding on an old pig’s head that lay upon the ground
;
that for a

number of days after that time, Mr. Bennett saw the bird near his hen-

coop, searching for food. Finally he caught it and put it in with his fowls,

where in a few days it died. Mr. Bennett states that he thought his hens

killed it. AUk *7.Apr-1810 9. i_f.
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Note on the Habits of the Young of Gallinula galeata and

Podilymbus podiceps.—Mr. N. R. Wood, who collected quite a number

of young Grebes and Gallinules this summer at Montezuma Marsh, near

Clyde, N.Y., tells me that the little Gallinules use the thumb to aid them

in moving about. The thumb in the young of this bird is quite long

and sharp, and the nestlings, when unable to walk, hook it into any

yielding substance, and drag themselves along. The young Grebes are

more vigorous than the Gallinules, and prbgress by little hops. — Fred-

eric A. Lucas, Rochester
,
N. ^ Bull. N.0 , 0, 7

,
April, 1882, P. f

,

Birds of Oneida County, New York,
Egbert Bagg.

Gallinula galeata. Mr. i'rembley reports the taking of a specimen in
New Hartford a few years ago, an addi tional reco rd.

Auk XI. April. 1894 p. 103

414. Florida Gallinule. By Frank S. Wright. Ibid., pp, 154. 1 55 •

Abundant in the Seneca River marshes, N. Y. \ 1 '/*&

Florida Gallinule
(
Gallinula galeata). A specimen of this bird

was shot on Shelter Island on Oct. 28, by a gunner, being the first

instance of its capture here that has ever come to my notice. It was
feeding and swimming amongst the reeds in a rather open pond, and

was approached and shot without difficulty, exhibiting little shyness.—
Willis W. Worthington, ShelterIsland Heights , New York.

Auk, XVI, Jan. , 1899, p*. S 5~.
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Florida Gallinule.

This handsome bird is abundant all

along the Seneca river marshes in this State.

With us it is known as “ The Water Hen.”

They arrive early in May, and are soon ob-

served in large numbers strutting, like

roosters, about the “ Wash.” (a local name

here given to an overflowed marsh when

but the tops of the old flagg appear above

the surface of the water.) This is the time

of the year for the collector who wish-

es to procure specimens for the cabinet,

as they are in perfect plumage and quite

easily procured. A boat can readily be

propelled through this “ mash,” a too near

approach of which causes some of the

birds to take wing, others to dive. They

remain beneath the surface long enough

for the boat to approach within easy

shooting range. Then all the collector

has to do is to “ keep his eye peeled” and

drop them one by one as they break

water. They seem to be in full flight the

instant they reappear. Often are they

observed to rush out of the water, as it

were, within a foot of the boat. Although

rarely exhibited in our markets for sale,

the gunners along the river prefer them

to duck for the table. They are an ex-

ceedingly social species ;
more or less

noisy at all times. They make the marshes

lively during the breeding season, at

which time they extend their jollification

far into the night accompanied, at inter,

vals, by the somewhat ludicrous notes of

the Carolina Grebe and the rattle of the

Marsh Wren. They commence to build

about the last week in May, although nests

are found at this date with eggs. The

second week in .June is the harvest time

for the oologist. From notes taken June

1, 1881, while collecting in this marsh

with Mr. S. F. Bathbun, of this place, I

quote a description of three from six

found to illustrate different modes of

building. No. 1, on the ground, well

raised from mud and water by the broad,

middle portion of the old flag piled cross-

wise to the height of eighteen inches.

No. 2, three feet above the water, in the

shape of a platform, after the manner of

the Least Bitterns. No. 3, five and one-

half feet from the water by weaving the tops

of the flags together so compactly as to

prevent swaying in the wind.

So far as my observations of the breed-

ing habits of the Florida Gallinule ex-

tend, I am inclined to believe they natu-

rally prefer the ground on which to build,

as there seems to be the majority of nests
;

and when they select a site towards the

water, they build a nest high, in propor-

tion as the depth of the water increases.

Now, if this holds good as a rule, what is

the cause of this variation in building ’?

—

Frank S. Wriqjit, Auburn
,
N.Y.

O. & 0. VII. aepOBP. 2 . p. /S* /t *
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A Nest of the Florida Gallinule.— In 1890 and 1891 the Florida Galli-

nule (Gallinula galeata ) nested in the marsh at Branehport, N. Y., in large

numbers; then several years of dry weather followed, the water receded,

the ground was cultivated and the flags and reeds were replaced by crops

of corn and cabbage, and in place of the Gallinules and Rails nesting in the

reeds we had Spotted Sandpipers and Kildeers nesting among the corn rows.

High water came again in the spring of 1901 and the flats have been

flooded each spring since until the marsh has gradually come back to her

own with cat-tails, rushes, swamp grass and water lilies, and Soras, Vir-

ginia Rails and Least Bitterns are becoming more common each year.

I am quite sure that a Florida Gallinule nested here in 1909 as I saw one

several times in .June and a juvenile was shot here in September. Several

times in May, 1910, when sweeping the marsh with my binoculars I saw a

gallinule swimming about in an open space in the flags and in early June

I flushed one from the thick flags but after a thorough search could not

find the nest.

June 13, C. F. Stone, E. P. St. John and myself were searching the marsh

for nests of rail and bittern and Mr. St. John found the gallinule’s nest close

by the place where I had flushed the gallinule. It was well hidden in a thick

growth of sweet flag (Acorus columns ) and bulrushes (Scirpus lacustris)

and was composed of dead flags woven around and supported by the last

year’s growth of flags. It contained ten eggs which appeared to be well

along in incubation. The female must have just left the nest as the eggs

were warm but we neither saw nor heard her while we were there. I got

a good picture showing the nest and eggs at this time. I visited the nest

many times after this but could not get a glimpse of the female.

June 26, there were but five eggs left in the nest, one with the chick ex-

posed and struggling to free itself, but there were no other 'young ones

visible.

Leaving the nest for about half an hour, I visited a nest of the American

Bittern and exposed several plates on the five young bitterns. Returning

to the gallinule’s nest, I approached very carefully and found a downy
young one sitting on the reeds where they had been broken down by my
many visits. It sat there watching me, its eyes twinkling, starting up ner-

vously now and then, and at my first move it slid into the water and dis-

appeared so suddenly that I was almost sure that it had dived, and I

did not see it again. The chick I had left partly in the shell about one-half

hour before was now free and struggling to rise. After placing my camera
and when nearly ready to make the exposure another chick appeared at

the edge of the nest, peeped faintly and was answered by the chick in the

nest. Then it climbed up the side and into the nest, climbing over the

newly hatched one and I got the picture showing the older one with its

wing (showing both digits) resting on an egg and the younger one not yet

dry.

I took the older one home with me and it seemed content to nestle in

my hand or in a basket. One-half hour later I put it back into the nest

and the younger one was not yet dry. They were both quite lively but did

not attempt to leave the nest.

The young are born with their eyes open. The body is covered with a

thick down, jet black and sooty black beneath; the head and wings are

nearly naked; base of bill bright carmine; end of bill orange yellow; a

tuft of down under the chin white, with a sprinkling of fine black, giving

it a silvery appearance. The eyes show purplish through the skin. The
outer digit of the wing is armed with a hooked spur or claw about one-eighth

of an inch long, and I noticed a young one use the wing to pull itself up the

side of the nest. The feet and legs are dull black.

June 28, there were but two eggs left in the nest and both were pipped.

1 caught a youngster just as it was getting away through the flags and it

was the only one that I could find. I put it up on some bent over flags and
got a good picture showing it nearly three-fourths life size with the bare

wing and claw and the white beard prominent. It is almost impossible

to catch a glimpse of a young one in the nest after they get dry as they
leave immediately if they hear one coming, but after I had caught and put
them back into the nest they remained still and I had no trouble to focus

my camera and make exposures.

I heard the female about several times when I was at the nest but she

did not show herself. I visited the nest several times after this date but
saw no more of the family.— Verdi Btjrtch, Branehport, N. Y.

Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., XII, 1868, 100-104.
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9. Gallinula galeata. Florida Gallinule.— From being at first

considered rare, the Florida Gallinule has been gradually coming more
into notice, until now it must be looked upon as breeding here in consid-

erable numbers. On the 3d of June, 1878, I collected a nest and eleven

eggs, and on the eighth found five more nests in the same locality, four of

which contained nine eggs each, and the fifth seven. There were thus

fifty-four eggs in the six nests.

These nests were all in a large, reedy slough, lying in the Minnesota
River bottom, a few miles from Minneapolis. They were placed in patches

of old wild-rice stubble, and were built up on a floating foundation of reed

and rice stems, so as to be high enough to keep the inside of the nest dry.

Coarse rushes and reeds were used in building, much of the material being
so long that only one end entered into the construction of the nest, the

remainder hanging in the water. Aside from the contents, the nest can
be distinguished from that of the Coot (Fulica americana) only by the

fact that it is smaller, and that finer material is used in its construction.

Eleven Coots’ nests found on the same days as the Gallinules’ nests men-
tioned above, were precisely similar in situation and style of structure to

the Gallinules’. In one instance, some grass that had grown up around a
Gallinule’s nest was slightly woven together above it, as if to imitate the

bower-like coverings formed above some Rails’ nests.

There are in Southern Minnesota scores of just such sloughs as the one
in which these nests were found, and if six pairs (probably many more)
bred in this one, it is certainly fair to conclude that the Gallinule breeds

commonly in Minnesota. It has been taken in the fall in several other

localities and found breeding in one other.

•IlN.O.a 4, Jmly. 1879, p. /6 ~6
~

HaXvL, (J)cJU ClIA-byL., l,

'thei/' ht. sheet. 'IsCtct. iXsxsitm' T-cvkjsue ct tutP

of F^Galinules
|

2.X1.06 and 1.95x1.25.

(ftA (jP. /Y.

4. Gallinula galeata. Florida Gallinule.— Prof. F. H. Snow writes

me, under date of October 20, 1885, that since the publication of his

‘Birds of Kansas,’ in 1875, he has personally obtained in the State two

specimens of Gallinula galeata. The first was captured by himself, June

14, 1878, on the blackberry, in Gove county. The second, by a friend in

the vicinity of Lawrence. The bird was entered in his Catalogue on the

authority of Professor Baird, and at the time of the publication of my

Catalogue, in 1883, they were known to breed both north and south of

the State, and it was therefore safe to enter it as a Kansas bird. But my

List only embraced the birds that came under my observation, and that

of others as reported to me. From the tact that the birds nest thiough-

out their geographical range, and from its capture so late in June, I enter

it as a rare summer resident. I have found the birds nesting in Wiscon-

sin as early as the middle of May. They nest in rushes and reeds growing

in shallow water, or on swampy lands, building on the tops of old broken

down stalks. The nest is composed of weeds and grasses; also the

leaves of the cat-tail flag, when growing in the vicinity. It is a circular

structure, and in some cases quite deep and bulky. Eggs usually eight to

ten, buff white, thinly spotted and splashed with varying shades of red-

dish brown. One set of thirteen, collected May 25, 1878, on a bog in

Pewaukee Lake, Wisconsin, measured as follows: 1.63 X 1.18; 1.84 X

1.27; 1.67 X 1. 18; 1.60 X 1. 16; 1.67 X 1. 18; 1.78 X 1.30; 1. 81 X 1-29;

1.79 X 1.29; 1.88 X 1.27; 1.70 X 1.16; 1.80 X 1.30; i -75 X 1 - l8
»

I - 8° x

1.28.

Auk, 3, Jan,, 1880, p. //3 .

On a Oollection of Eggs from
Georgia, H. B. Bailey,

97 .
Gallinula galeata. Florida Gallinule.—Nests in fresh water

ponds and near the margins of rivers ; eggs six to eight. May 18.

Balls N.Q.O, 8, Jan, 1888 , P.42

IV
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A STUDY OF FLORIDA GALLINULES, WITH SOME
NOTES ON A NEST FOUND AT CAMBRIDGE,

MASSACHUSETTS.

BY WILLIAM BREWSTER.

Early in June, 1SS9, while wading about in the Fresh Pond
swamps on the outskirts of Cambridge, I heard one afternoon an

unfamiliar bird cry. It was a succession of hen-like cucks given

slowly, but in connected series, and sometimes ending with a pro-

longed, drawling Z’ee-ar-r, krek -ar-r, suggestive of discontent, if

not positive suffering, on the part of the bird. The voice was so

loud and strong that it might have been heard nearly or quite

half a mile away. Several times afterward during the next few

days this strange cry was heard, always in the same place—a bed

of cat-tail flags growing near the middle of a wide, flooded

meadow. In company with Mr. Faxon and Mr. Torrey I made
repeated efforts to find the bird but we failed to obtain any clue

to its identity.

It was not until the evening of May 18, 1890, that we again

heard this mysterious cry, this time in a swamp about an eighth of

a mile from the marsh just mentioned. It was repeated at

frequent intervals, and at length was answered by a second bird

which Mr. Frank M. Chapman, who was with us at the time,

at once declared to be a Florida Gallinule. The fact that this

second cry was uttered immediately after the first, apparently in

reply to it, and that, while differing in form, it resembled

287. “ Catching a Tartar By Frank S. Wright. Ibid., p. 22.—A '~yT

Florida Gal linxd^Jfcaught by the lower mandible by a mussel. 0 . T'O-
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THE FLORIDA GALLINULE NESTING ON LONG
ISLAND, NEW YORK.

BY WILLIAM C. BRAISLIN, M. D.

The previously accepted status of the Florida Gallinule
(
Galli-

nula cjaleata) has been that of a rare migrant in the vicinity of

New York City. It may, however, be properly classed as a

locally common summer resident. It cannot be claimed that its

breeding has not heretofore been suspected. The Messrs. W. F.

and John Hendrickson, whose ornithological collecting has brought

to light a number of valuable bird records, notices of which have

appeared in ‘ The Auk’, have had an unverified record of a Gallinule

breeding in the Long Island City marshes of several years standing.

This record will be referred to presently.

The generous assistance of the Messrs. Hendrickson, first in

directing my attention to the unpromising region situated near

the center of Long Island City, and likewise their direct cooperation

and assistance in my investigation, have made it possible to estab-

lish the fact of the Gallinule’s nesting here. More than two

years ago Mr. William Dutcher courteously directed the attention

of the writer to this region as one which might be profitably in-

vestigated; he, in turn, having received his information from the

Messrs. Hendrickson.

A letter received from Mr. W. F. Hendrickson at that time, in

reply to my questions, contains information which led to my
exploration of the region. The following is a quotation from it:

“In regard to the Florida Gallinule nesting more or less regularly

in Long Island City, I beg to say that I believe that at least one

pair has nested in the ponds along Judson Avenue and the Long

Island Railroad tracks, near the Queens County Court House, for

seven or eight years past. I believe also that the Coot has bred

there. My brother and I have taken specimens of both Coot

and Gallinule, and some years ago my brother found a nest, which

contained seven or eight eggs, we believed to be that of the

Gallinule, but, for some reason which I have forgotten, the eggs

were not taken. My recollection is that I wanted to either see

the birds at close range or to shoot one of them as a positive means





Fulica aiaericana.

Concord,

1873.

Oct .16.

Mass

.

I shot a Coot (Fulica) just above the bay. it swam acros

the river and was just entering the reeds when I fired. It

dove once as quickly as a "Dipper".

n 5
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Mar 7-15

Florida
Canaverel, Banana Creek.

The most abundant water-fowl found here. Their habits are
very unlike those of the same bird as found in New England. They

lie most of the time in great beds, out of gunshot of the shore,

in the broad bays and creeks. These beds are from 100 or 200 yards

to a mile long, and from 20 to 100 yards wide. The birds at times

are packed as closely together as possible, each apparently touch-

ing the next. They pres nt at a distance a curious and interest-
ing spectacle,—a bar of dead black dotted with innunerable white

points, these being the bills, with flashes of snowy spray leapin
up at a hundred different places at once, the latter effect cause

by the birds bathing or playing, lashing the water with their

wings, or throwing it over their backs. One of these large beds

will sometimes stay in one place for hours at a time., but as a

rule it is drifting this way and that, as the birds seek fresh

feeding-grounds, or move o$.t of the way of boats. When thus moving
the Coots swim as steadily and carry their heads and necks as stif-

fly as any of the Ducks, hence showing no trace of the usual bob-

bing motion of the head. They feed by diving when the water is

sufficiently deep to make this necessary, but when they can reach

bottom without going under, precisely like the Mallard and most

fresh water ducks, tipping up the tail and kicking up the feet,

while their heads and the fore parts of the body are submerged.

They ppend all their time, night and day, in the open bays and wide

creeks, rarely or never entering narrow channels where there are

overhanging trees or sedge ,
and never, as far as I observed, fre-

quenting the small ponds and pools among the marshes. In fact,

they are quite as much birds of open water here as are the Scaup
Ducks. They occasionally go ashore, however, on mud-flats or sand-
bars at a safe distance from any cover that might conceal an enemy.
When on the land they stand very erect, and walk with a slow, wad-
dling gait. Well out in one of the bays was a row of palmetto
piles, the ends of which projected three or four feet above water.

t.o

n



Eulica americana 2
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Hw*. 7-/r When a boat approaches a bed of Coots, they swim away from it

as long as they can, taking wing usually before it is within 100

yards. As they swim, they scatter, the close order of the feeding

beds being thus broken up, and they rise quite independently of one

another. If the weather is calm, they patter along the surface

with their feet for some distance, before they can get fully un-

der way, but if there is a strong breeze, they rise easily and

very quickly after not more than eight or ten steps and mount di-

rectly upwards at an angle of about 45 , to a hight of from 20 to

loo feet. Each bird chooses a course of its own. Thus the air

soon becomes filled with them, cutting about in every direction

at various e&evations. At times so thick were these flying birds

that, in looking across tae channel 20q or 300 yards wide, we could

not see the opposite shore at all distinctly.
The only note which I heard from any of these birds was a

sharp Kep^eck, or Krup, decidedly Rail-like in quality. This was

heard both by night and day, but not at all frequently, for the

Coot, at least when in its winter quarters, is a very silent bird.

/ 4 )



Stlinimer Birds of Sttdbury, Out,
J3. Alberflfer.

221. American Coot. Occasional. Breeds.

XV* lEmealS&O, Po87

Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James K. Fleming.
Pt.I, Brater Birds.

Auk , XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.443
75. Fulica americana. American Coot.— Regular migrant, fairly

common, April 11 to May 29; returns in September and October (September

29, 1899).

Z42-



lin w"
' Jr rOZZ cv/ ^ Zu^e-^o

^ JlO-^Lkr^t
r
< <^ ^U

0<r^^tlZZZ^ '*!$. /

0

_ ^ dj

fit^^M 13
f
ftHj J tJJJ

/4-^ ^^OZZl oc/ ^e-f-t>J^-tt-<f ,
°3j tV c—t-v,

o^cte Z ^ y

fyUvft
. ( J /'u<ZZl*_

<Z. /£ (^7

L^~~~

^jUxXT

ita
tea /L^.



-

‘J?
•/^'^', uJ~^L c^ /^L./E

^ /cU^
. . c?> C.

ii. Fulica americana. One obtained by a friend, Sept., 1880 .

Bull. N.O.O, ©jApril. 1881, P.127

Birds of Bristol County, Mass.
F.W.Andros.

j

Fulica americana Gmel., American Coot.
Migrant. A large flock seen in Lee's River,

!

Swansea in November, 1884.

O.&o. Xn.Sept. 188 7 p. 138

From Saatere Maes. M,A,Frazar.
And for a bird which strikes us as being a rare springmigrant m these parts,

vwe mention an American canttaken at the same placeV March 29, and anothFFof thesame species taken there on April 2.

For. Ss Stria. April 24, 1800. p.208

• From System Mess. M.A.Frazar.

..I
1

;
h~ »>«•

Scituate yesterday and
that ^s killed at

KZ::^ ka& - *
M. A. Frazar.

Far. & strm, April 24, 1800. p.sqs

General Notes.

s,mrI
SXfI

SJiffies—-
seen to-day; six were shot. IUs an unusuLly

Auk XI. Jan. 1894 p. 84

General Notes.

y, mass. Fre.nH n TT.Allun. B&Llui itOtimP..hh
cana. American Coot.

—

A nab- „„„„ ,

6. Fulica americana. American Coot — A nniW. Faxon in Cheshire Reservoir, June

V

i?I892
" ™ ^ bj

Auk XII. Jan. 1896 p. 88

/‘tV



Coots-,'

Lexington, Mass.

I have not seen the Coots since day before yesterday. I im-

agine they have passed on or else been shot, Slhey feel within gun>-*

shot of the shore and were very tame, so that they were sure to fall

a prey to some gunner if they remained there many days.

Walter Faxon (letter April29,I392.

)

Lexington-.

Mass.

Coots. ( Pul iea )

.

There has been a pair of Coots (Fuliea) here (Lexington) in the

meadow for three daysy They keep close in shore & the wonder is

they don* t get shot. I wish they would breed here.

Walter Faxon (letter April 27, 1892).

Coot. (Fuliea)
North Adams, Mass.

On the 2I;S1fc I saw a Coot, ( Ful ica ) on the Cheshire Reservo ir„

as I was riding by in the cars. This reservoir is a long pond

formed by damming the Hoosic River. I think I shall go over there

tomorrow. (

Walter Faxon (letter June 26, 1892),

1^5
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Fulica americana.-

Grsueral Notes

-Although not an uncommon migrant, especially
in autumn, this familiar bird was particularly abundant here from Sep-
tember 29 to November 14, i892.fJ£W^

‘7. »T>. 'tfy-tftfjnr, of** **>. ic.A**.. 1893 . 0 . 207 .

'
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x. ii-uibution of New England Birdb.-
A Reply to Dr, Brewer. H*A. Pr.rdi-e.

a-'

yf-*- Coot (Fulica americana) I consideredspring

and fall migrant/, rather than a(f summer resident^ The lists show this

statement also to he true, while the gunners and collectors further confirm

it. Perhaps a few may summer on the extreme northeastern -coast of

Maine.

Bull. N.O.O. 2, Jau.,18,7.p. /7.
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Birds TiOga Co, N.T. Aides Lor'ing.

580. A^kSTChot. One of these birds

I is seen nearly every spring.

Oa SfOi Jane, 1890 , p-80

Birds of the Adirondack Begion.
C.H,Mafria«V

151 . Fulica americana, Gmelin. Coot; Mud Hen. — Breeds,

rather rare.

Buy, N. O.O, e,Oct, 1881, p, 234

I



Albinism Mid Melanism in North
American Birds, Ruthven Deane,

ri , .

in the Museum at
Detroit is a specimen of the Coot (Fulica americana) which is whitemarked with dark blotches. It was shot at Detroit, Mich., in1873 and was mounted by Mr. Collins. Mr. Aiken informs rue

at he once saw a beautiful white specimen of this species in theCalumet Marshes in Indiana, but failed to procure it.

Bali. N.O.O. 4, Jan,, 1879, p.30



1366. A Coot Strikes a House. By J. Wendell, Jr. Ibid.

,

sept. 29, p. 183. E'er. 8b Stream, Yol/XXI^
No. 10,

IS/
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Qirds of Toronto, Canada,
by Jame s K . FI oh ing ,

Part II, Land Birds,
Auk, XXIV, Jan., 1907, p.88.

Extralimital List.

5

1. Grus americana. Whooping Crane.— One taken at Yarker in

the county of Addington, September 27, 1871, is still in the possession

of Mr. John Ewart. 8

5 Species recorded from the north shore of Lake Ontario, but not within the
geographical limits of this paper; three of those previously mentioned (Auk, XXIII,
439) are in the hypothetical list.

6 Mcllwraith, Birds of Ontario, 1894, 116.



Decrease of Birds m Mass. J. A. Allen

In all the early notices of the natural productions of New
England, the Crane is mentioned among the few birds usually

enumerated. Emmons gives the Whooping Crane (Grits america-

nws) in his list of the birds of Massachusetts, but subsequent

writers have generally believed without due authority, and of late

it has been wholly lost sight of as a bird of the State. That
some species of Crane, and in all probability both species, was
common in New England in early times, is beyond question. Both
the Sandhill and the Whooping Cranes have still a wide range in

the interior, passing northward in summer far beyond New Eng-
land. Neither species has of late been met with north of New
Jersey, where the Whooping Crane occurs only as a rare casual

visitor. Morton wrote, of “ Cranes, there are greate store, that ever

more came there at S. Davids day, and not before
; that day they

never would misse. These doe sometimes eate our corne, and do
pay for their presumption well enough

;
and serveth there in pow-

ther, with turnips to supply the place of powthered beefe, and is

a goodly bird in a dish, and no discommodity.”* This shows that

the Crane, and not a Heron, is the bird to which reference is made.

* New English Canaan, p. 69.

Bull, N, O.O, I, Sept, 1870 . p,

654. The Whooping Crane. By Picket. Ibid., No. 21, p. 407— An in
te resting account of its habits. E'er, <Sj Stream. Vdl.XXf





Just received a fine Little Brown Crane ( Grus cana-

densis), killed Wednesday, Oct. 9th, at Natick, Rhode
Island. J. M. Southwick.

O.&O. xrv. Oct. 1886 p.l6d

The Little Brown Crane ( Grus canadensis') in Rhode Island.—Under

date of Oct. 14, 1889, Mr. F. T. Jencks writes me : “I saw today at Mr. J.

M. Southwick’s natural history store in Providence a finely mounted speci-

men of the Little Brown Crane ( Grus canadensis) which Mr. Southwick

informed me was shot the 8th or 9th of October by Benjamin Burlingame,

at Natick Hill, Rhode Island.”

I have since learned from Mr. Southwick that the bird belongs to the

Superintendent of Public Schools at Natick where it will be preserved in

an educational collection. As far as I am aware this species has never

previously been reported front any part of New England, although the

Whooping and Sandhill Cranes are supposed to have occurred rather

numerously in the early colonial days.—William Brewster, Cambridge
,

Mass. Auk, Vll. P. -89.
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Just received a fine Little Brown Crane ( Grus cana-

densis
,),

killed Wednesday, Oct. 9th, at Natick, Rhode
Island. J. M. Southwick.

O.&O. XIV. Oct. I860 p. \td

The Little Brown Crane ( Grus canadensis) in Rhode Island.—-Under
date of Oct. 14, 1889, Mr. F. T. Jencks writes me : “I saw today at Mr. J.

M. Southwick’s natural history store in Providence a finely mounted speci-

men of the Little Brown Crane ( Grus canadensis) which Mr. Southwick

informed me was shot the 8th or 9th of October by Benjamin Burlingame,

at Natick Hill, Rhode Island.”

I have since learned from Mr. Southwick that the bird belongs to the

Superintendent of Public Schools at Natick where it will be preserved in

an educational collection. As far as I am aware this species has never

previously been reported from any part of New England, although the

Whooping and Sandhill Cranes are supposed to have occurred rather

numerously in the early colonial days.

—

William Brewster, Cambridge ,

Mass. AttkjVll. p. -89.

The Llttle Brown Crane
(Grus fraterculus, Cassin). — It had not

occurred to me, until Mr. Allen’s note in the last number of the Bulletin
called my attention to the matter, that this species still rested solely upon
the original description in « Birds of North America,” so far as general
knowledge of it was concerned, else I might sooner have announced the
fact that the National Museum had received numerous specimens of it,

chiefly from Arctic America, where it is abundant, and where it seems to
entirely replace G. canadensis. Indeed, it is probable that all far-northern
citations of the latter refer to fraterculus. Many specimens have been
received from various parts of Alaska,— from Kadiak (Bischoff), from
St. Michael’s (Messrs. Dali and Bannister, Turner, and Nelson),— as

well as from the Upper Yukon, Franklin Bay, and Anderson River, by
McFarlane, who, as well as other officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company,
have sent us many of its eggs.

Notwithstanding its perfect resemblance to G. canadensis in everythin*
except size and proportions, (the supposed differences in coloration, etc°
pointed out by Mr. Allen do not hold good in a large series,) I fully coin-
cide with Mr. Allen in his view that G. fraterculus is a distinct species,
since, among numerous specimens of the two which I have examined, I
have been unable to discover any indications of intergradation, the ex-
treme measurements of the two being, respectively, as follows, only adults
being measured

:

—
G. canadensis. Wing, 22.00

;
culmen, 5.00 - 6.00

;
tarsus, 9.50 - 10.00 •

middle toe, 3.50-4.10.

G. fraterculus. Wing, 17.75-19.00; culmen, 2.90-3.70; tarsus, 6.70
- 8.00

; middle toe, 2.80-2.95.

In the shape and extent of the naked patch on the head there is much
variation m both species, and I have not been able to discover any difl'er-
ence that is constant between them in this respect. As a rule, however,
and I believe constantly in fully mature specimens, G. fraterculus is of a
decidedly more bluish cinereous than G. canadensis.
Below are given the principal references to this species, including some

of doubtful applicability.

Grus fraterculus, Cassin.— Little Brown Crane.
0)Ardea canadensis, Forst., Phil. Trams., LXn, 1772,409 (Severn

R.). — Sabine, Franklin’s .Tour., 1823, 685.— Richardson, Parry’s 2d
Toy., 1825, 353. — Sw. & Rich., F. B. A., II, 1831, 373 (“North to the
shores of the Arctic Ocean ”). — Scl., P. Z. S., 1860, 418 (Hudson’s
Bay).— Blakist., Ibis, V, 1863, 128 (int. Brit. Am.).

Grus canadensis
, Dall & Bann., Trans. Chicago Ac., I, 1869, 289 (St.

Michael’s, Alaska). — (?) Taczan., Jour, fur Orn., 1873, 112 (N. E. Si-
beria).

(?) Blue Crane, Forst., 1. c.

(?) Brown Crane, Penn., Arct. Zool., H, 1785, 443.— Lath., Synop
111, 1785, 43.

’ J

Grus fraterculus, Cass., in Baird’s B. N. Am., 1858, 656 (= juv.

;

New Mexico); ed. 1860, pi. —.— Baird, Cat. N. Am. B., 1859, no.
480. — Allen, Bull. N. O. C., April, 1880, 123 (Rio Verde, Mexico!) —
R. Ridgway, Washington, TJ. B<all N.O.O. 5, July, 1880, p ,/t7-/fg.
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Note on the Little Brown Crane {Grus fraterculus, Cassin).

—

The small Brown Crane, described by Professor Baird in 1858 (P. R. R.

Rep., IX, p. 656) as “ Grus fraterculus, Cassin,” appears to have been
known thus far only from the single specimen collected at Albuquerque,

New Mexico, by H. B. Mdllhausen, in October, 1853. It therefore gives

me pleasure to announce the capture of a second specimen by Dr. Edward
Palmer, at the Hacienda Angostura, Rio Verde, Mexico, February 23,

1879, recently received at the Museum of Comparative Zoology. This

specimen agrees in all essential points with the description of the type of

the species
;

it is, however, slightly larger, and more nearly adult. As
this species has been considered (see Coues’s Key to North American
Birds, p. 271

;
Ilenshaw, Rep. Geog. and Geol. Sur. W. 100th Merid., V,

Zool., p. 467) as the young of G. canadensis, a brief comparison of the

two forms may not be out of place. In general size G. fraterculus appears

to be fully one third smaller than G. canadensis, and is about one fourth

to one third less in linear measurements (the wing excepted), with the bill

relatively much shorter and smaller, as shown by the following measure-

ments, those given for G. canadensis being the average dimensions (in

inches and hundredths) of a considerable series.

Bill.

Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Mid.Toe. Culmen. Comm. Height.

G. canadensis, 22.00 9.00 9.50 4.10 5.60 5.75 1.15

G. fraterculus, (
*17.50 6.80 7.50 3.36 3.04 3.16 .74

\ f 18.00 6.90 6.70 2.95 3.30 3.65 .80

The only differences of moment between the two examples here referred

to G. fraterculus is the somewhat greater length of the tarsus and middle

toe, and the rather shorter and smaller bill of the Albuquerque specimen.

The chief difference in coloration between the two species consists

in the crown and occipital region being reddish in both specimens of

G. fraterculus, instead of ashy as in G. canadensis, and in the color of the

wings. In G. canadensis the edge of the wing and the primaries are

plumbeous brown, scarcely darker than the general color, with the shafts

of the primaries white. In G. fraterculus the alula, edge of the wing, and

the primaries are decidedly black, while the shafts of the primaries are

intense shining black. The naked portion of the head is fully one third

less in G. fraterculus than in the other, the feathered portion extending

forward centrally as far as the middle of the orbits, instead of ending far

behind them.

Dr. Palmer’s specimen appears to be nearly adult, or to have at least

nearly completed its first moult, there being only here and there a

brownish-tipped feather indicative of immaturity. It is certainly mature

so far as size is concerned, as the date of capture (February 23) would

alone sufficiently indicate.

Dr. Palmer’s note accompanying the specimen gives the species as a

“ winter resident ”
at the locality where it was taken. Whether the

species is of frequent occurrence within the United States remains to be

determined
;
yet, if at all common, it seems strange that it should have

escaped the notice of the recent collectors, who have so thoroughly ex-

plored Southern Texas, Southern New Mexico, and the adjoining portions

of Arizona, but less so when we take into account the difficulty of capture

of these wary birds, and the fact that, if seen merely at a distance, the

species might easily be mistaken for the larger G. canadensis, and its ac-

quisition not considered of special importance.— J. A. Allen, Cambridge,

Mass.

* Measurements of the original specimen (S. I., No. 10,378), from Baird,

t Dr. Palmer’s specimen (M. C. Z., No. 26,656), “female.”

Bull N. O.O. 5 .April, I860, p, /Z3~ U /
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681Birds of Toronto, Ontario.
By James H. Fleming.
Pt . I , Wat er Bi rds .

Auk, XXIII, Oct., 1906, p.447.
68. Grus mexicana. Sandhill Crane.— A pair taken many years

ago at Toronto are in the collection of Mr. Maughan.
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Sandhill Crane ( Grus mexicaua) . Mr. Dearborn tells me that he has

recently purchased a Sandhill Crane of Mr. J. S. Turner, a taxidermist

at PoicSmouth, New Hampshire, who asserts that the bird was killed at

Lovell’s Pond, Wakefield, New Hampshire, in either 1896 or 1897, and

brought to him in the flesh in fresh condition, but he has forgotten the

name of the man who shot it nor can ne.remember the exact date. Mr.

Turner has lived in Portsmouth many yeaTs and bears an excellent local

reputation for reliability of statement. The specimen is mounted and
was still encased in winding cotton, with the neck-wire projecting uncut

through the top of the head, when Mr. Dearborn first saw it. With the

Bell’s Vireo above mentioned it is now preserved in the collection of the

State Agricultural College at Durham. There are, as far as I can ascer-

tain, no previous records of the occurrence of the Sandhill Crane in New
Hampshire during the past century, although Belknap, writing in 1792

(Hist. N. H., Ill, 1792, p. 169) mentions it without comment in his list of

the birds of that State.— William Brewster, Cambridge, Mass.
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