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EDITORs PREFACE

JO OR feveral years pajl^ the Author

had it in contemplation to puhlijh ano^

ther^ and more enlarged edition of

this Work ; hut conjiant avocation in

praBice^ or interruptions of ill healthy

prevented its accomplifhment,

When^ during the lafifummer^ he

retired from the exercife of his pro-

feffion^ he purpofe4^ as the etnployment

of his leifure^ to add to his work

whatever new ideas or modes ofprac-

tice his further experience and obfer-

vatiofi had prefented to him^fnce the



VI

publication of the former edition: hut

foon after his retirement^ a fudden

period was put to his intentioyi and

his life.

I am well aware how much more

valuable this edition would have beeji

from theAuthor^ thanfrom hisNephew.

Hazmigbeen^ hov):ever
^for manyyears ^

familiar with his praElice^ and fre-
quently converfmg ivith him^oji this and

other profef/ionalfubjeSs^ I neceffarily

became acquainted with the refidt of

his further refuarks on the feveral

phcenomena and treatment of thofe

difeafes which are thefubjecl of his

book, I have thereforefubjoined^ in

notes^ whatever has been judged ex-^

planatoiy or nfefuL

Golden Square,

May, 1810.



PREFACE,

Diseases of joints, have been

known, in all ages, to be of the mofl:

calamitous tendency; but it is to be

lamented, that very little progrefs

has been made in the methods of

relieving them. I can by no means

flatter myfelf v^ith the idea, of hav-

ing thrown any very conliderable

light on the fubjecR: ; and am fenfible

that this part of furgery is ftill capable

of great improvement; but, at the

fame time, it may be allowable for

an individual, without the imputa-

tion of vanity, to publilh the re-
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fult of his experience, although he

Ihould not fully explain the nature

of the difeafe, or lay down a certain

plan of cure.

Thefe difeafes are of fuch impor-

tance, that they cannot too fre-

quently be brought before the eyes

of the public ; nor can the attention

of the faculty be too ftrongly im-

preiTed with the neceffity of reflecting

on them throughout all their ftages.

It is a fortunate conlideration, that

they are not incurable, although, it

mufl: be acknowledged it happens

too frequently, that they are not

cured. The reafons for this failure

fhould be thoroughly underitood.

Is it owing to the deftruCtive nature

of the malady, and the infufficiency

of every known remedy? May it
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not often be occafioned by the

patient himfelf, from negle6ling

to apply, in the firft inftance for

proper affiftance? Or, is there a

want of difcrimination in this dif-

eafe, at its moft important period?

Whatever the caufe or caufes may be,

it is proper that they fhould be

known.

As far as my experience goes,

the ill fuccefs attending the treat-

ment of thefe cafes, has been more

owing to a want of diftinguifhing

properly the nature of the com-

plaint in it's early period, or to the

neglect and indifference of the pa-

tients therafelves, than to the in-

curable nature of the malady, or to

a defe6l of power in the healing

art.



The morbid anatomy of joints

does not feem to be generally known

or underfiood. I am inclined to be-

lieve, that a difeafe of the bone

itfelf, or its invefting cartilage is al-

mofi: in every cafe the real caufe

of what is ufually termed a white

fwelling of a joint. If this be true,

it may be afked, whether in cafes

of this nature, a practice more de-

cilive than what is ufually adopted,

iliould not be ufed in the firft in-

flance of Its attack? Is it not abfard

to wait for furgical affinance till the

contiguous parts partake of the

ftrumous dlfpofition, till all tra-

ces of the original difeafe are loft

in that rnafs of matter, which fur-

rounds the joint, when bone, liga-

ment and cartilage are confounded

together in one general deftru6lion ?
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The true knowledge of a difeafe

cannot add to its danger. If the

bone be primarily affefted^ it fhould

be well underftood, that it is fo;

the hazard is to be met at its firft

approach, when it is moll likely

to be fubdued, and at this time,

the refources of fargery are fuffi-

cient to afford means of relief for

a carious difpofition of bone in any

part of the body.

Too frequently however, the dif-

eafed joint comes under the infpec-

tion of the furgeon, at fo late a pe-'

riod, that it is impofTible to hold

out any other language than that

of its entire removal. Hard in*

deed, at this moment, is the lot of

furgery, and its profeffors ! They

know little of human nature who
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do not feel, that to the forgeon, It

is an irkfome and painful fubmiffion

to his duty, to propofe fuch an ope-

ration. He often bears the dlfgrace

of the whole previous management

of the cafe, although called in at a

time, when it is impoffible to do any

thing more, than to exert the final

effort of his Ikill. Rarely has the

furgeon an opportunity of patiently

warding off, or preventing, the ftru-

mous affe(5lion of a joint, he being

fo feldom applied to, till the advan-

ced flate of the difeafe imperioufly

requires his ultimate attempts to

preferve life.

The caries of the hip joint, which

is the principal objeA of the prefent

Treatife, differs from the caries of

other joints, in no refpedt, but what
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arifes from its local iituation. It is

this circumftance which prevents it

from being fubjeiled to any impor-

tant furgical operation, and the pro-

grefs of the difeafe being thereby

affeiled, more by the uniform pro-

ceedings of nature, than by the

uncertain applications of art, an op-

portunity prefents itfelf, of making

an extenfive obfervation on the

powers of nature towards relieving

a carious joint, and gaining much

information, applicable to the treat-

ment of difeafed joints, in other parts

of the body. It is evident that the

ftrumous indifpofition of the hip

joint, is as formidable, and dangerous

an evil as can occur to any other

joint, yet from its firft attack to its

termination, it affords jufler grounds

for hope, than for defpair.
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If, In the courfe of this treatife. I

may feem to have eftimated too

highly, or to have appealed too of-

ten to the works of the antients, I

Ihall be excufed by thofe, who are

well acquainted with the difeafe of

the hip joint : the obvious difficulty

of treating it obliges the pradlitioner

to feek for information ; and in the

judgement of men verfed in prac-

tice, he will not be accufed of pe-

dantry or affectation, who in diffi-

cult cafes, fhall adopt the fentiments

of De Haen, confult Hippocrates,

and, having confulted him, purfue

his opinion, unlefs it has been cor-

rected and improved by fubfequent

obfervations.

I wifti not to overvalue the wri-

tmgs of the antients, but who is
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there, that has carefully pei'ufed the

works of Mr. Pott, and has not feen

the happy effedls produced by a

clofe ftudy of the claffic authors of

furgery, combined with an unremit-

ted cUnical attention to difeafes, and

their fymptoms ?

To this fubjeft, on which much

might be faid, the words of a moft

refpe6lable furgeon are well adapt-

ed*: " Highly as all pra6lical know-

*' ledge ought to be valued, it muft be

*' confefTed, that a man may learn a

^' great deal by a juft comparifon of

" his own, with the obfervations of

*' others, who have been placed in li-

" milar circumfiances with himfelf,

^' who may perhaps have been endued

* See the Preface to ,Mr. Howard's Obfer-

vations on tlie Venereal Difeafe.
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" with greater abilities, fuperiour in-

** duftry, and have had much greater

*' opportunities of information. Nor

** fhould any man carry his predilec-

" tion for his own notions fo far, as

*' to imagine that the fmall contra6led

** fpan of his life, how a6tively foever

** it may have been employed, can

" outweigh the produ6lions of many

'* centuries, and the united labours of

"a prodigious number of intelligent

" pradlitioners,"
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

V ON THE

DISEASE of the HIP JOIJ^T.

SECTION L

X HE abfcefs of the hip joint is a difeafe

attended with fuch various evils, incident

both to the part affe£led, and to the confti-

tution in general, and occurs fo frequently

that it could not entirely efcape the notice,

of any writer who has aimed at explaining

the general adtion of fcrophulous complaints,

or their more immediate efFe6ls, on particular

parts of the human body. Neverthelefs, it

has not been made profefTedly, the fubje£t of

particular confideration, except by De Haen,

in his treatifc ^' De Morbo Coxario/' and

B
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by Monf. Petit, in his well-known work

on dileased bones*..

This difeafe of the hip joint, in every

ftage of its progrefs, from its earlieft appear-

ance, in flight lamenefs, and general debility,

to its final cataftrophe, unequivocally mani-

fefVed in the deftruftion of the thigh joint,

and in emaciation of the whole body, is mark-

ed throughout by peculiar and charadleriftic

fymptoms. Thefe fymptoms have been, how-

ever, in a great measure overlooked, and

fewer cautions have been given, with refpeft

to the treatment of this very common difeafe,

than of many others of lefs frequency, and

importance.

* The Author had not feen the DifTertation of Van der

Haar, inthe '* Sammlungauferlefener abhandlungen," where

the principal phjenbmena of the difeafe—the elongated limb,

the flattened nates, and the pain of the knee, are very accu-

rately defcribed. But the treatment pn^rfued by Van der Haar

does not feem by any means fo maflerly, as his hiftory of the

complaint. It is fufficient to mention one cafe, in which he

opened the abcefs extenfively, and thruft his finger into the

acetabulum of the osinnominatum.—" Nach wenigtagen, als

** man die fluduation einiger-maiTen fuhlen konnte, machtc
*'• Ich in diefen letften theil (die untere und aufwendige ob-

" erflache dcs darmbeins) eine weite oefnuhg und flecktg

" meinen finger in die Pfanne."—-Vol. II. p. 10. 1782. Leip-

zig. E.
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The difficulties in obferving, or at leafl: in

^ifcriminating properly, its earlieft fymptoms,

and of counterading, or removing them,

when truly difcriminated, are doubtlels

caufes of embarraffment, and uncertainty,

in every attempt to make a prognoftic of

its event. Be this as it may, the fal-

lacioufnefs of its firfl: appearance, and the

difficulty of afcertaining the degrees of its

fubfequent injuries, are points granted by the

generality of writers who have treated, or

touched on the fubje6l. The daily expe-

rience of furgeons cannot fail to convince

them, that the whole procefs of the difeafe

affords great fcope for conjecture, and much

diverfity of judgment.

It occurs at all periods of life, but happens

moft frequently to children, from their in-

fancy, to the age of fourteen. It often ori-

ginates from accidents apparently inconfider-

able. A degree of lamelefs, fcarcely vifible,

is the firfl: fymptom, which is often afcribed to

indolence, or to the indulgence of an awkward

habit. The palenefs, and languid appearance
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which afterwards enfue, accompanied with a

liftleffiiefs, and want of aftivity, are symp-

toms often confidered as the effefts of worms,

or attributed to a general rickety difJ3ofition.

£ven when local injury of the hip becomes ap-

parent beyond denial, to the leafl: experienced

obferver, it is too often regarded as a decifive

proof of a fcrophulous taint, pervading the

general habit ; and with a view of relieving

the part afFefted, rccourfe is immediately had

to remedies, which are thought moft likely

to counterad the tendency of the fuppofed

fcrophulous afFedion.

With this intention, fmall dofes of calo-

mel, burnt fpongCi aethiops vegetabilis, or

terra ponderofa, arc prefcribed : or with the

fame view of obviatino; the ftrum.ous tenden-

cy, remedies of a tonic kind are adminiftered,

and preparations of fteel, bark, or cold bath-

ing are ufed, not unfrequently. Under thefe,

and many other different regimens, the difeafe

of the hip joint may feem to be fuipended ;

for, like fimilar fymptoms of fcrophula, it

is influenced in its progrefs by a variety of
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circumftances, not immediately connefted

with mere medical treatment. Whenever a

remedy for a ftrumous diforder is recom*

mended, as having been, in some inftances,

fortunate in its exhibition, it ought to be recol-

lected, that the feafon of the year, the tem-

perature of the air, the alteration of a mode

of Hving, and the natural ftamlna of the

patient, fliould be taken into confideration,

and have their due weight, before the efficacy

of the medicine ufed, can be juftly eftimated.

The exiftencc of fcrophula, as a eonfti-

tutional.difeafe, cannot be denied. It often

afFeds various parts of the body, at the fame

time oppreffing, without overpowering, the

vital energies ; but its attacks are oftener local,

and where they prove fatal, thefe deftrudlive

efFefts are produced by its deleterious quality,

operating locally upon fuch parts of the ani-

mal economy, as are neceflarily connected

with its exiftence.

The brain, the lungs, the liver, the teftes,

and fpermatic chord, the uterus, the ovaria,

the anterior part of the bodies of the verte-
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brae, the joint of the hip, in common with

other joints, experience continually the bale-

ful effects of a difeafe, whereof fcrophula may

be fuppofed to be the caufe, and to which it

has not unfrequently given denomination.

It maybe added, that there are but few parts

of the human body, which do not exhibit

continual proofs of the danger of its local

attacks, and of the inefficacy of general reme-

dies. But fo long as fcrophula afFe£ls only

the integuments, or external glands, the

hazard from it is comparatively fmall ; the

conftitution refifts it with great energy, and

the powers of medicine are capable of being

exerted with probability of fuccefs. But

there is not in this complaint a fpecific re-

medy, like mercury in the venereal difeafe,

which can, with a moral certainty, impede

its progress. If there were any fuch medicine

known, of fuperior efficacy, capable of check-

ing the inflammation, and fuppuration of an

indurated gland, or of preventing a thickened

perioftium, and enlarged bone from becom-

ing- a confirmed caries, it would greatly
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fupercede the iieceffity of having recourfe to

topical remedies, which are both painful,

and uncertain.

Scrophula* is not unfrequently converted

from a conftitutional, into a local difeafe, by a

variety of accidental circumftances, fometimes

apparently flight, and certainly fuch as might

befal a conflitution perfectly found, with

little, if any ill effedl. But when, by fome

untoward accident, the locality of Icrophula

is determined to the hip, and feated in the

joint of that part, it brings in its train ferious,

and flubborn complaints. A probability that

the difeafe will terminate fatally, is ftrongly

pointed out, by long illnefs, generally ac-

companied with colliquative fweats, and

purgings, anafarcous fwellings in the lower

limbs, emaciation in every part of the body,

and frequent fuppurations round the hip joint,

* It is very remarkable that Dr. Falconer, in Jfenumeratino-

the caufes of the difeafe, fliould have fo conftantly avoided

mentioning fcrophula, which by the unanimous confent of all

writers on the fubje6t, is conlidered the moll frequent of all

caufes. E.
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unmanageable by any treatment applicable to

other abfcefles.

When this difeafe terminates in death, the

dilTeftion of the part difcovers a caries fb cx-

tenfive, as to include not only the head and

neck of the thigh bone, and the cotyloid

cavity, but great portions likewife of the ad-

joining OS ilium, ifchion, and os pubis,

with all their ligaments irreparably injured.

Such mdeed are the fafls revealed by diffec-

tion, that there is no wonder at their having

given rife, and currency to an opinion often

affumed, that the hip difeafe is, from its ear-

lieft origin, irremediable. It muft be confeffed,.

that it is difficult to conceive how fjch an

exteniive caries ofbone as is vifible after death,

could have been either prevented, or remedied.

Neverthelefs, thefe difcouraging conclufions

are not always juft, or well founded ; for

there is no doubt but that difeafes, finally at-

tended with large fiippurations, which ulti^

mately occafion great derangement, and

havock in the animal machine, originate



[ 9 ]

from flight caafes, and admit of remedy, h\

their beginnings.

A careful obferver may difcover, and

deftroy the feeds of many a fatal chronic

difeafe, before they become deep rooted, and

dangerous. Even ftrumous affedlions of the

lungs, and liver, begin with flight obfl:ruc-

tions, and indurations in the fubfl:ances of

thofe vifcera, which, from the invifibility

of their nature, go on, producing their con-

fequential ill efFeds. Obftruftions - increafe,

and multiply, till at length inflammation en-

fues, either excited by the original caufe, or

brought into a£lion by fome adventitious

circumfl:ances, followed by a train of fatal

confequences, which the expedients of (kill

may alleviate, but are not likely to cure.

The difcriminating iymptoms of internal

chronic difeafes, are not yet delineated with

fuch accuracy, as to inftruft the generality of

praftitioners, how to diftinguiih them in their

incipient fl:ates, and earlier ftages, or how to

proceed on a certain efficient pradicc^ either

for their prevention, or their cure.
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It ought likewife to be noticed, that although

an experienced and attentive obferver, might

very truly diflinguifh thefe latent difeafes in

their firfl: beginnings, and, alarmed by the ap*

prehenfions of their ultimate ill confequences,

would willingly exert his utmoft ingenuity

to check them, yet the patients themfelves

feeling, or fancying inconveniences apparently

trivial, cannot eafily be prevailed upon to

adhere with fteadinefs, to any well-digefted

plan of prevention, or remedy, in order to

avert evils, which they imagine to be merely

contingent, or at the worft, not likely to

take place, but at a period confiderably

remote.

This happens not uncommonly in cafes of

fcrophulous affeftions, tending to fuppuration

in the cavities of the body ; but the progrefi

of diforders, lituated in the extremities, comes

more immediately under the cognizance of

the {urgeon, and is by no means fo proble-

matical, or fo hopelefs. The parts afFedled

by them, are always more fuperiicjal, and
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confequently the progreffion of difeafe is more

eafy to be traced, than in the vifcera. The

joints of the upper, and lower extremities, are

fufficiently perfpicuous in their ftrudure, and

cannot be difeafed to any dangerous degree,

without betraying an inaptitude for their

funftions. The moment that this becomes

obvious, the furgeon inveftigates the caufe,

and where fymptoms fhew the remotefl

danger of fuppuration, inftantly has recourfe

to thofe local applications, which experience

has evinced to be, not only capable in many

inftances, of flopping the advancement to-

wards caries, but even fufficiently efficacious,

to recover the limb from a difeafed, to a

healthy ftate.

The caries of the hip joint, always painful

in its confequences, and fometimes fatal in its

termination, fteals on at firft fb imperceptibly,

and arrefts the attention fo little, that it is

fcarcely conlidered as a ferious difeafe. The

conflitution is not at firft, materially afFeded

by it ; palenefs of countenance, fits of Ian-
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guor and heavinefs, fucceeded by proportion-

able flows of fpirits, and fudden exertions,

are incidents fo ufual in the lives of

young people, that they pafs for common

circumftances, and attrafl: little or on notice, i'^

There are however, fymptoms, often accom-

panying the firft pathognomonic marks of

this difcafe ; I mean a fort of limping gait,

lamenefs fcarcely difcernable, and a weaknefs

of the leg. and thigh, jufl: beginning to be

apparent.

Moreover about this time, the limb, on

flridl examination, will be found, both in the

thigh, and on the calf of the leg, to be really

leffened in its circumference. A ftriking

alteration likewife, takes place with regard to

its length. It is more, or lefs elongated

;

the elongation is viiible, and the degree of

it afcertainable. Let the patient be placed in

a horizontal pofition, with both his legs ex-

tended properly for a comparifon with each

other ; the patella, wdth the condyles of the

thigh bone, will appear in the difeafed limb,

manifeftly lower than the fame bones on the
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found fide. It may be ftill farther afcertained

by an infpedlion, and comparifon of the rela-

tive fituations of the great trochanter, or the

internal malleolar procefs of the tibia, with

the correfponding parts of the found limb.

On viewing attentively the patient in an

eretl pofture, it is clearly difcernable that

there is, on the difeafed fide, an alteration

with refpe6l to the natural fulnefs and con-

vexity of the nates, that part appearing flat-

tened, which is ufually moil: prominent*;

and a little below, towards the thigh, there is

a degree of fwelling, different from, and

ftrongly contrafted to, the natural appearance

of the found limb.

A pain in the knee,t is another remarkable

fymptom, not unufual in the courfe of this dis-

* Many of thefe charafteriflic marks of the difeafe are

Ihewn in plate I,

f Mr. Ford had remarked that this fymptom was always

fynchronous with the elongated limb, it commenced with it-—

.

it continued as long as the difeafed limb was longer than the

found one, and ceafed when the thigh began to refume its pro-

per length, or to become (liorter ; and he had never obferved

it in the latter flages of the difeafe, when the thigh afFeded

was Ihorter than the found one. E.
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eafe, and fo violent is it at times, as to difturb

the repofe of the patient at night, and to oc-

cafioa the moft agonizing fcreams. The

knee neverthelefs, after the moft minute exa-

mination, will be found in a perfed found ftatc,

although it has often been fubjefted to the

fruitlels applications of fomentations, plafters,

and embrocations, whilft the real feat of the

difeafe has been negleded, and the procefs to

caries, permitted to go on with its natural

rapidity, accelerated occafionally by adven-

titious circumftances.

It may be ftill farther obfervable, that the

patient, in ftanding, does not fupport the

weight of his body equally on both legs.

The found limb will appear ftrongly exten-

ded, bearing upon it more than its due pro-

portion of the weight of the trunk, whilft

the other projects outwards fiom the body,

with its knee bent, and the patient discovers

an inclination to reft rather on his toes, than

to fupport, the weight of that fide of his body,

fairly on the whole furface of the foot.*

* See plate !•
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He not only becomes more unable to move

the difeafed limb, with the fame facility as

the found one, but the lamenefs increafes on

him fo much, that he is under the neceffity

of grafping the afFeded thigh with his hand,

in order to give it a .greater progreflive

power.

There are alfo other fymptoms, in the

early ftate of this difeafe, which ought not

to be pafTed over in filence, as every circum-

ftance, which may be thought charadleriftic,

deferves notice, and ferious confideration.

In a morning, the patients walk ftiff, and

with evident difficulty ; the difficulty be-

comes lefs apparent in the courfe of the day,

but wearinefs comes on, in an unufual degree,

towards the evening, and pain enfuing, they

repair to reft at an early hour.

In quick exertions, and in running espe-

cially, they are apt to fall ; and though often

averfe to motion, they have at times great

livelinefs, and a prompt difpoiition to exercife.

In their recumbent pofture in bed, the thigh

affected is ordinarily bent forward, and every
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attempt to alter that pofition is attended with

great pain, which is particularly increafed by

every degree of exertion, or violence, em-

ployed to ftretch out the limb to its full length.

The parts furrounding the joint, on pref-

fure, indicate no great degree of painful

fenfatlon, but in general, fome tendernefs,

where it is moft likely to fufFer by compref-

(lon, particularly behind the great trochanter,

where there is not much cellular membrane,

or mufcle, to cover the joint. They feel

moreover, a tendernefs in the groin, where

the lymphatic glands are frequently found to

be a little enlarged.

The difeafe, for fome time at leaft, indi-

cates itfelf by the fymptoms above men-

tioned ; it is not, however, uniformly pain*

ful, but variably fo, being influenced by

the efficiency of the means adminiftered to

counteraft the procefs of a fcrophulous ca*

ries in the joint, or by the power of the

conftitution withftanding its attacks. It

frequently happens, that the unfavourable

appearances alter, and are fufpended for a
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confiderablc time, infomuch, as to be feem-

ingly removed ; but if they return, it is

with additional violence. The lamcnefs

becomes more obvious, the pain more {eiX"

fible, the emaciation of the limb more vifible,

and the general prevalence, and inroads of

the difeafe on the conftitution, manifeftthem-

felves ftrongly, by flow he6lic fever, and great

proftration of ftrength.

—

At length it happens, that the limb, which

was before elongated, fhortens ; and when-

ever this circumftance takes place, which

may eafily be afcertained by an a6lual men-

furation, it announces the probability of an

enfuing externBl fuppuration ; and the great

difficulty of preventing It, calls for the moft

unremitted exertions of the furaeon.

The rapid approach to fuppuration is mar-

ked by an aggravation of all the local fymp:'

toms. A greater degree of tendernefs and

irritability in the parts round the joint, are

now manifeft to the touch; the enlargment

of the external parts becomes more vifible;

G
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particularly on the upper, and exterior parts

of the thigh, over the vaftus externus mufcle,

where the matter ufually gathers, and pro-

je£ls. During this period, the thigh becomes

more (hortened, contra6is in a bent pofition,

upward to the groin, and is lefs capable of

motion, the leg waftes more apparently, the

foot can fcarcely be put to the ground, and

finally, the patient, no longer able to depend

on the limb affedled, fupports his body on

crutches, and on his found leg, whilft the

difeafed one hangs a burthenfome, and painful

appendage to the trunk, with its foot ex-

tended, and perhaps oedematous. This mise-

rable ftate of the difeafe continues for a longer,

or fhorter fpace of time, till the abfcels burfl-

ing, difcharges either a thick matter, or elfe

a thin, ferous fluid, nitermixed with fab-

ftances, refembling curds and whey.

At this time, another alteration often takes

place, which generally marks the moft dif-

trefiing period of this formidable complaint.

The patient grows languid, and heftical,

lofes his appetite, becomes fubjefl: to colli-
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quative purgings, fvveats profufely at nights,

and finks apparently, under the prefTure of

his complicated maladies.

Ifthe difeafe docs not now terminate fatally,

as it often does at this critical period, thefe

diftrefsful fymptoms continue for a long time.

If the patient happily ftruggles through them

all, and at length recovers, it is after a tedious

confinement to his bed, with a diftorted hip,

and an emaciated limb, which has either form-

ed an infecure connexion with the os in-

nominatum, or become anchylofed in the hip

joint."*

It deferveshowever, a particular obfervation,

that an external fiippuration is not always a

neceffary, and unavoidable confequence of the

fhortening of the thigh bone, and of the ca«

ries of the hip joint. Inftances occur, not

unfrequently, in which patients undergo the

whole procefs of the early fymptoms of this

difeafe, to the elongation, and fhortening of

* See plates II. IV. and V.
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the limb, and even an nnchylofis in the joint,

without any external fuppuration.*

At times too, it happens, that a fuppura-

tion is formed, that the abcefs burfts, and a

fliortening of the limb takes place, when yet

no fever enfues, nor any very dangerous

fymptoms fupervene.-f- These very fortunate

circumftances are however, rare, compared

with the great frequency of cafes, in which

numerous evils ufually refult from the caries

of the joint, and its external fuppuratlon.

In the inveftigation of this, and every other

difeafe of equally dangerous confequences, It

is advantageous, and indeed requisite, to

acquire the trueft, and moft accurate poffible

notions, of the injurious alteration iu the

internal parts, which conftitutes the caufe of

external morbid appearance. The pathology

of this difeafe, is certainly moft wanting in its

• Neither is an arichylofis a necefPary confeqaence of the

fliortening of the limb, i have now under my care a boy about

ten years of age, who has undergone the difeaie with repeated

fuppuratlon, and the limb is half an inch shorter than the

other, although he has the perfect ufe of thejolnt of the hip, E.

t See cafes XIII. XIV.
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carlieft ftage ; for at its conclufioa^ opportu.

nities too frequently occur, for the minuteft

examination of the nature, and effects of this

malady, which is uniformly found on infpec-

tion, where it terminates fatally, to go on in

its operation, to the ultimate destruction of

almoft all the bones, ligaments, and cartilages

connected with the hip joint*.

The difeafe here treated of, is not fatal in

its firft attacks, nor productive for fome time,

of very great, or infupportable inconveniences.

It is in moft inftances, confiderably advanced

in its dangerous progrefs, before application

is made to the surgeon, who has but seldom,

a fair occasion to attend to it, in its firft

beginning, and earlieft ftage ; and whenever

he has it in his power to trace its primary

operation, and ill effects by difleftion^ it

can only happen, when the patient falls acci-

dentally a victim to fome other difeafe. Rarely

as this is likely to take place in the practice

of an individual, it has however occurred to

* SeeplareVI.
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me, more than once, and warrants me to

affirm, that a confiderable caries of bone, in

the cotyloid cavity, or in the head of the

thigh bone, may exist, before any external

iymptom could have afcertained such a cir-

cumftance.

The following is the cafe of a patient,

who fufFered from the difeafe of the hip joint,

for feveral months labouring under the pri-

mary fymptoms chara6leriftic of this com-

plaint, but who died at lafl: of a violent fever,

not apparently connected with his local com-

plaint.

Thomas Welfh, a boy ten years of age, of

a fair coTJplexion, brown hair, born of heal-

thy parents, both living at this time, received

a blow on his groin, about fourteen months

before his death, from a cricket ball, thrown

with confiderable force. His mother, soon

after he received the blow thought that he

halted a little, but his lamenefs was not very

apparent. It was not however, till eight

months after the accident happened, that it

was judged neceflary to have recourfe to «i
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furgeon for advice. The lamenefs at this

period was very perceptible, and the pain in

the groin and thigh, fhootino; backwards to-

ward the nates, was fo acute, that, although

naturally a chearful child, he could not con-

tain himfelf from frequent fcreaming.

He had now become uneafy, reftlefs, and

was continually getting up from his chair,

particularly at his meals, which he preferred

taking in an erefl: pofture, refting on the

found leg, or frequently fhifting about, to

vary his mode of {landing. His health in

other refpeds did not appear to be much

affeflied, his appetite was good, and his deep

was not much interrupted, till a fhort time

before his death, when he began to cough,

and to fliew fymptoms of weaknefs.

At the time he was brought to the Weft-

minfter General Difpenfary for affiftance,

the pain had become more violent in the

groin, and in the thigh ; a very confiderable

degree of lamenefs, was manifeft^ and the

inguinal lymphatic glands were fwelled : a

cauftic was then applied to the hip, a little
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behind the great trochanter ; foon after this

application, he grew fo much better that he

indulged himfelf in the ufual paftime of boys,

jumping with a rope, and {landing upon his

head ; his cough was much abated, and the

pain in his hip was entirely gone. The limb,

notwithftanding, ftill appeared to be wafted,

and was certainly elongated.

Soon after this time he was feized with a

fever, attended with petechias, which put

an end to his life in the courfe of a few days.

I obtained leave to examine the hmb, and

found the elongation ftill very evident, and

demonftrable in the dead bo^y. There was

in the cavity of the hip joint, a fmall

quantity, about a tea-fpoonful of matter; the

head of the thigh bone was a Httle inflamed,

the capililar ligament rather thickened, the

ligamentum teres united in its natural way

with the acetabulum ; the cartilage lining the

cotyloid cavity eroded in one place*, with a

fmall aperture, through which a probe might

* See plate III, fig. 1,
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be paffed, underneath the cartilage into thp

internal furface of the os pnbis on one fide and

on the other into the os ifchii ; and the oppo-

fite, or external part of the os innominatum

ihewed more appearance of difeafe, than the

cotyloid cavity*.

Some time before, I had examined by dif-

fection, another difeafe of the hip joint, which

had not proceeded to an external fuppu ration;

but not having preferved the morbid parts,

I can only fay, that the difeafe was in this

fubject farther advanced, that the limb was

beginning to (horten, and to be contracted

forward, that the patient, who was a boy at

fchool, being thrown over a form, was taken

home in great pain, and died in a few days

after, with fever and convulfions.

On examination of the joint after death

there was no appearance of inflammation, no

tenfion, or fwelling externally, but the coty-

loid cavity was thoroughly carious, the carti-

lages eroded, the head, and part of the neck

of the thigh bone crumbled away.

* See plate III. fig. IL
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The foregoing cafes, duly confidered, fuggeft

various reafonings, and feem to warrant the

following conclufion; namelj, that a mor-

bid ftate of the cartilages and bones, which

form the hip joint, is the real origin, and the

primary efficient caufe of the whole train of

alarming fymptoms, which accompany this

difeafe, from its earlieft appearance, to its ulti-

mate temination.

The carious ftate of the bones in queftion,

is not therefore the effect, but the caufe of the

formation of matter, and this caries is not to

be attributed to a difordered ftate of the lynovia

corroding the head of the bone and the cotyloid

cavity, nor to the acrimony of any matter

colle6led there, and fuppofed to produce this

ill effect. There is a neceflity for afcertaining

diftindions of this nature, in order to found

the proper indication of a mode of cure : for,

if this difeafe were to be ascribed to the caufes

above mentioned, either an acrimonious ftate

of iynovia, or an exiftence of matter of a cor-

rofive quality in the joint, a practice very
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different, from what is now generally purfaed,

would certainly be preferable.

Mr. Freke, in his '^ Effay on the art of

" healing," p. 218, conceiving the caries of

bone in the difeafe here treated of, to be the

effeft of an acrimonious fyiiovia, recommends

an early opening into the joint, as the beft

method of preventing the future pernicious

confequences. He compares the ufe of fyno-

via to ^* Good olive oil for locks," but, adds

he, *•' If oil 6f vitriol be ufed inftead of it, the

effect need not to be told."

It muft be admitted, that if Mr. Freke*s

theory of this difeafe were unqueftionable;

the early opening he recommends, would be

the mofi: eligible practice, as tending to dif-

charge, in the quickeft way poffible, the nox*

lous fluid. It is however certain, that fuch a

praftice is found, by experience, to be inju-

rious ; for the opening of abfcefTes of joints,

whether it be made by cauftic, incifion, or

feton, has not the fnppofed tendency to pre-

vent ; on the contrary, is known to increafe

.
the dispofition to caries, and muft confe-
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quently, promote and accelerate every bad

fymptom, refultiiig foouer or later, from the

ftrumous indifpofition of the affe£led part.

It may flill be thought, and urged agauift

what has been advanced, that it contravenes a

common opinion, that the caufe of this dif-

eafe is not primarily to be looked for in the

joint itfelf, that it may as wfell be fuppofed, to

originate in the more external parts, in the in-

volucra of the joint, in the cellular membrane,

in the perioileum of the bones, m the mufcles,

or in the lymphatic glands. It may be said

too, that fuch a caries of bouc, or fach a dif-

pofition to caries, as is ftated in the cafe, above

mentioned, cannot well be conceived to exift

in fo earlj a period of this complaint, and yet

continue fo long latent, to all external appear-

ance inadive, or by its operationiJ produftive

of no very dangerous ill efFefts.

This objection is the more fpecious and

plaufible, as it is admitted, that the fubjects of

this diforder, neverthelefs enjoy a mediocrity

of general health, and, for no incofiderable

fpace of time, are but little difl-refled by its
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local inconveniences. Whereas in iiD vciy

diffimilar cafes, a, difeafe in bones of lefs mag-

nitude, and in parts of lefs importance to the

animal oeconomy, difcovers itfelf frequently

with much greater rapidity, by he£lical fymp-

toms, and other very confpicuous ill effedls.

It may be added to all this, that fuch a caries

of bone in a part, fo liable to fri£lion as the hip

joint, would moft probably caufe inflammation,

and bring on fuppnration, 'much fconer than

it ufually takes place, according to the forego-

ing account of the difeafe.

Such analodcal reafonines without doubt

may fpecioufly be urged, and may be fairly an-

fwered by arguments, deduced likewife from

analogy. But, what is to be gained by oppo-

fing fuppofitions to facts ? The latter remain

invariably the fame, however w^e may vary in

our opinions Bbout them. The facts, with

regard to the morbid anatomy of this difeafe

in its earllefl lT:ages, can only be proved by

the diiTeilions of fubjects, who happen to die

during its firft attack.

In confidering however, the objeftions be-
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fore mentioned, it may be obferved, that in

vital parts of the human fyftem, even in the

brain*, ftrumous indurations are known to

fubfift, without certain indication, or immedi-

ate difcoverj of their dangerous tendency;

their mifchievous effects are often flow and

gradual, and the fatal fymptoms do not appear

till fome time after, according to the natural

progrefs of the difeafe, or its exacerbation

from some external, or internal caufe, which

excites an inflammatory diathelis in the part.

In like manner, a ftrumous induration, and

enlargement of the liver, or of the fpleen

often fubfiks, and is known, as a chronic

diseafe, by its effefts on the animal oeconomy,

for a long time, before it produces Inflammation

or fuppuration in the fubftance of thofe vifcera

an accumulation of water in the cavity of the

abdomen, or any of thofe fymp:oms, which

are the final, and fatal confequences of the

origuial difeafe.

Even in the lungs, that part of the human

* See London Medical Journal, Vol IL p» 56.
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body moft lubject to llrumotis affections and

necelTarily in continual motion, a difpofition

to pulmonary phtbifis, is well known to exift

long before its f^ital termination in tubercles,

and fuppuration.

But to inftltute an analogical reafoning,

much more nearly allied to the difeafe in

queftion, is it not well known, that in the

difeafe of the incurvated fpine, fo accurately

defcribed by Mr. Pott, a difpofition to caries,

and even a deftruction of parts muft neceffa-

rily have taken place, before the caries is in-

dicated, or afcertained, by that angular incur-

vation, which is the marked effed: of a lofs of

lubstance, in the anterior part of the body of

vertebrae ? Every joint of the upper, and

loiver extremities, occafionally exhibits a ftru-

mous indifpofition of its cartilages, or bones,

and this may exift, and (or a very confiderablc

time, with more or lefs local inflammation,

before any external fuppuration takes place.

The difeafe of the hip joint produces a

weaknefs of the lower limb, neceflary to be''

diilinguifhed from paralytic^affection, to which
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which it is liable in common with other

parts of the body. It is likewise requifite to

difcriminate it from that partial debility, often

incident to the lower limb, in the complaint

well known by the name of pfoas abfcefs.

As the difeafe of the hip jomt gradually ad-

vances towards fuppiiration, in the courfe of

its natural progrefs, the local injury of the

joint becomes evident, from external appear-

ranees ; but in the beginning, and earlier pe-

riods of the calamity, its diagnoftic figns, al-

though highly neceflary to be fixed, are not

always obvious.

The pain in the knee, the flattened appear-

ance of the nates, the elongation of the limb,

the uneafuiefs felt in moving the joint, clearly'

difcriminate the hip difeafe from a paralytic af-

fection. The fame fymptoms ferve in fome

meafure to diftinguifh it from the abfcefs known

in many cafes, to origmate from a caries of the

lower dorfal vertebra, or thofe of the loins,

near the origin of the pfoas major.

In the pfoas abfcefs, the matter fecreted in

confequence of caries, is prevented from
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making its way outward on the back, by the

thicknefs of the bones, and the ftrong com*

pages of the mufcles on the loins, and is ftill

more ftrongly reftrained from making its way

forward, by the peritoneum, vifcera, and

abdominal mufcles. It therefore falls down

on the pfoas mufcle, and paffing under Pou-

part's ligament, fometimes pufhes outward in

the groin, but more generally, purfuing the

courfe of that mufcle, forms an abfcefs, near

its infertion, in the infideof the thigh.

In the progrefs of this abscefs, there are

fome external fymptoms, not unlike thofe of

the hip difeafe. Of thefe, it may be proper

to mention here, that the thigh is generally

bent forward, which gives a flattened appear-

ance to the nates on the fide affected. This

fymptom, in the difeafe of the hip joint.,

feems to arife from the inability which the

patient feels of fupporting the trunk on the

-infirm joint ; whereas in the pfoas abfcefs, the

fimilar circumftance of the thigh, being bent

forward, and upward, fo as vifibly to give the

D
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appearance of depreffion to the glutaei mufcles,

may probably be owing to the irritated con-

dition to which the pfoas mufcle may be fub-

jefted, from the weak, and morbid ftate of

that part of the bone, into which its origin i

inferted.*

IS

In difcriminating between the abfcefs of the

hip joint, and that proceeding from difeafed

vertebrae, it muftalfobe remarked, that in the

latter difeafe the matter infinuating itfelf be-

tween the mufcles of the back, does at times

make its way outward on the loins, and even

on the nates, and often burfts nearly in the

fame place, where the abfcefs of the hip joint

frequently appears. Neverthelefs the furgeon,

who attends carefully to the antecedent fymp-

toms, will not find it difficult to difcover the

real feat of the difeafe, which it is of the moft

* I have coritidered the pfoas abfcefs, as originating from

difeafe in the anterior part of the lower dorfai, or the lumber

vertebras ; although this may not be univerfally the cafe, I am
authorized by the opinion of the moil refpectable writers, to

fay that it frequently is fo ; and, from my own experience, I

mull: affirm, that whenever I have had an opportunity of in-

fpefling, after death, the morbid ftate of the parts conneded

with this difeafe, I have uniformly found a very coniiderablc

caries of the bones above mentioned.
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importance to afcertain with preclfion, in the

firft inftance, in order to inftitute a proper

mode of cure. In the latter ftages of thefe

different abfceffes, the true knowledge of their

locality is not equally effential, as the treat-

ment of both neceffarily becomes the fame,

or very fimilar.

The elongation, and wafting of the limb,

the pain in the knee, the uneaiinefs felt in

moving the head of the thigh bone in its

focket, are all prominent, and chara(3:eriftic

features of the hip difeafe. If yet, at times,

there may be appearances in the pfoas abfcefs,

which bear fome resemblance to the lymptoms

above mentioned, yet it muft certainly be ad-

mitted, that they are by no means fo ftrongly

marked, as they are in the abfcefs of the hip-

joint. Moreover, the pfoas abfcefs has gene-

rally one leading fymptom peculiar to itfelf,

namely, a fenfation of weaknefs in the loins,

near the origin of the pfoas mufcle, attended

with a degree of tendernefs palpably dilcover-

able if the parts undergo the examiaation of

the finger.
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SECT. IL

Ohfervations on the Modes of Treatment ufually

employedfor the Relief, or Cure of the Difeafe

of the Hip Joint.

XiAVING, In the preceding fedion, pre*

mifed fome general obfervatlons on the dif-

eafe of the hip joint ; on the ways of afcer*

tainingits exiftence; and the means of diftin-

guifhing it from the moft fimilar complaints

;

I may now fuppofe a cafe of this difeafe %

let it be flated then, as in its early ftage, not

yet fo far advanced^ as to be produdive ofany

manifeft indications of external fuppuration

;

I fhall only llippofe its aftual exiftence, and

its locality afcertained, or at leaft ftrongly

marked by pathognomonic fymptoms.

The firft objedl of immediate inquiry muft

iieceflarily be, what is the beft method to be
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taken
J
to relieve the hicoriveniencies it has-

already occafioned, and to prevent the future

calamities likely to arife from the^ difeafe, if

left to its natural courfe.

In the confideration of a remedy, or mode

of treatment, adequate to remove a complaint

which is either a difpofition to caries, or a

real caries, a£lually exifling in the bones of

the hip joint ; it would be ufelefs to enume-

rate the great diverfity, and contrariety of

fomentations, plaifters, and embrocations,

which have been tried, repeated, and recom-

mended by regulars, and irregulars, in the

pra6lice of phyfic, and furgery.

Internal medicines have not been more fuc-

cefsful. Hemlock and burnt fponge, prepara-

tions of mercury and antimony, have been all

employed to remedy this difeafe, without the

record of a fingle fortunate event. Nor have

tonic remedi^.s been ufed with greater advan-

tage. The cold bath, fo far as my experience

goes, has been uniformly detrimental, without

the fliadow of an exception. The Peruvian

bark does not feem to poflefs any powerful
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influence over this complaint, although it

may be found feviceable in particular cafes,

where colliquative fweats, and fymptoms of

great weaknefs, feem to arife from the general

debility of the habit, during the natural pro-

grefs of the malady.

Bathing in fea water, both warm and cold,

has been, from the earlieft records ofmedicine,

an ufiial practice in fcrophulous complaints.

The elder Pliny* mentions it as a remedy ufed

in his time for difeafed bones, as well as other

diforders. In modern practice, it is notorious

that for almoft every difeafe, which can be at-

tributed to a ftrumous taint, patients refort to

places fituated on the fea coaft, either for the

advantage of bathing in the natural marine

element, or for ufing it as a warm bath, and in

fome cafes, to experience the alteration likely

to refult from an exchange of the polluted

atmolphere of a large city, for that of an open

country near the fea.

The benefits derived from this plan in

* Hiftor. Natural. Lib, 30. cap. 6.
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many fcrophulous cafes, are fo very obvious,

that they leave no room for fcepticifm to

queftioQ their reality, and feem to warrant

the propriety of trying the fame method of

cure in almoft all cafes that are evidently of

the fame nature. It is nev.erthelefs certain,

that fea bathing is beneficial only in particular

cafes, and by no means, to be confidered as a

fJ3ecific remedy in every difeafe of a fcrophu-

lous tendency. In maladies of this defcription,

which principally affedl the lungs, and other

vifcera^ its efficacy is very problematical ; and

even breathing in an air near the fea, has been

accounted by phyficians to be prejudicial in

pulmonary complaints.*

It is not uncommon to find many cafes of

the abfcejEs of the hip joint complicated with a

delicate and irritable ftate of the lungs, which

creates an infnperable objeftion to cold fea

bathing. As this circumftance, however, does

not always occur in the ftrumous indiipofition

of the bones of the hip joint, a remedy 'fo well

* See Dr. Carrnkhael Smyth, on Cor^fumptions.
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known as fea bathing is, to be powerfully

adapted to counteraft fcrophulous tendency,

deferves a fair trial, and promifes to be ule-

ful, in the incipient ftages of the difeafe. It

is not unlikely, but that, in an early period,

fea air and fea bathing might check the ftru-

mous taint, and otherwise invigorate the

conftitution fo far, that the part more imme*

diately affeded might refume a healthy tone.

But in my own experience I have alv/ays

found, that fea bathhig is not to be depended

upon, when the difeafe is confiderably ad-

vanced, that is, when violent pain, diftortloa

of the hip, contraclion and fliortening of the

limb take place, and manifeftly mark a preva^

lent caries, and an impending danger of exter-

nal fuppu ration. In all fuch cafes fea bathing

is frequently followed by fome of the moft

dangerous fymptoms of this difeafe.

There can be little doubt, but that every

degree of motion, produced in diftempered

bones, where the cartilages are known to be

abraded, muft be highly hazardous.* Nov/

"* Jt is of the greatefl importance to diiliiigv.ifii thofe c^fhs^
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it is almoft impofUble to have recourfe to the

remedy of fea bathing, without irritating the

parts by unavoidable motion ; and can there be

any thing more likely to happen, than that

the friftion of unfound or injured bones will

create mifchief, out of all proportion, over-

balancing any good, which can reafonably be

expea:ed, from the invigorating quality of fea

bathing.

Warm bathing, in a natural or artificial

marine bath, is not liable to all the obje£lions

againft bathing in the open fea.

This is a remedy, which appears alfo from

Pliny, to have had the fufFrage, and to have

flood the teft of antiquity. It has been re-

vived, and adopted by modern furgeons, who

continually experience the inefficacy of the

medicines, recommended in fcrophulous com-

in which perfefl and abfoiute reft of thr limb is necelTary,

and every attempt to move it injurious, from thofe which de-

rive advantage from motion. I believe the latter are of much

kfs frequent occurrence than is ufually fuppofed^ although it

is certain that benefit is fometimes derived from moving the

limb where the caufe of lamenefs is exterior to the joint;

but when caries, or a difpolition to caries, is manifefted by

elongation and wafting of the limb, I have always feen the

difeafe aggravated by every attempt at motion. E.

/
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plaints; but certainly, there are not yet on

record a fufficient number of fuccefsful in-

ftances of its ufefulnefs, to juftify fuch a de-

cided preference of warm fea bathing, as to

exclude the confiderations, or fuperfede the

ufe, of topical applications.

Dr. Charlton, in his treatife on the Bath

waters, has given a fhort account of this difeafe,

and has publifhed a few cafes, with a view of

afcertainmg the utility of warm bathing in

this complaint. Thefe cafes are much in

favour of warm bathing, for which he is an

advocate, and his account of the fymptoms of

the difeafe is fo evidently copied from nature,

that it would be an injuftice not to tranfcribe

the whole.

Without giving much credit to^he mineral

impregnation of the Bath waters, as materially

ufeful in this complaint, I had conceived that

the benefit, which Dr. Charlton's patients re-

ceived, might have been juft as well derived,

merely from an immerfion in common warm

water. Accordingly I recommended warm

bathing in comnfion water, in feveral cafes of
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the early ftage of the difeafe of the hip joint,

and generally found that my patients were

relieved from fome of the moft painful fymp-

toms, though the relief was not permanent.

Neverthelefs, I flill am of opinion, that the

warm bath ought not to be altogether re-

jected, as it does not much interfere with the

ufe of topical remedies ; more elpecially, that

of bleeding by leeches* ; and it might at all

times be adopted with confiderable advantage,

previous to the application of blifters, or of

the cauftic.

Dr. Charlton, after reciting two cafes of

the difeafe in the hip joint, cured in the

* It has been remarked, by Dr. Albers of Bremen, in a very

ufeful elTay on this difeafe, that Mr. Ford has rather too

f^rongly infifted on the ufe of leeches in its iirfl ilage. The
opinion of Dr. Albers mo ft necelT^rily have great weightj

when we confider the attention he has paid, and the very ex-

tenlive opportunity he has of informing himfelf on the fub*

jefi ; for he obferves, the difeafe is fo common in Bremen,

that one perfon in fifty is lame in confequence of it. I men-

tioned this to Mr. Ford, and he faid the application of leeches

was very ufeful, and even, fometimes, indifpenfable, v/hen

the pain andtendernefs of the joint were violent ; but that he

did not now ufe them fo frequently, or freely, as formerly -,

for he found that perfect reil, with occafional blifters, was

often adequate to the removal of thefe fymptoms. E.
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Bath Hofpital, fays, that " patients are

"frequently fent to Bath, whofe complaint,

*' in the defeription given of their cafes, is

*' faid to be the fciatica, or hip gout. But

" as the fymptoms of their difeafe are not

" confined to the idea, which this term con-

" veys, I fliall here enumerate them."

*' If you enquire of thefe patients, where

" their pain is fituated ? Some will point to

" the groin ; fome to the great trocanter of the

" thigh bone ; and others to the junftion of

" the OS innominatum with the os facrum.

" Temporary pains are alfo often fpoken of

" in the knee, the fhin, and the ancle of the

*' difeafed limb. Pain in, the acetabulum of

** the OS innomhiatum, is frequently never

" mentioned, and many of thefe patients can.

" bear to have the head of the thigh bone

** moved round in its focket, without the leaft

** uneafinefs. The difeafed limb is fometimes

'* fhorter than the found one ; but it is much

" more frequently longer ; if the buttocks be

" examined, that of the difeafed fide will be

^* found lower than that of the well fide.
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" I have feen feveral inftances, where the

*' ohtufe procefs of the os innominatum has

^' been an inch and a half lower than its

^^ naturalftuation,''

*' This diforder is fometimes brought on by

*• colds, which have been caught by fitting

*' on the damp ground. Sometimes it is the

'' confequence of external injuries, as falls,

*/ leaping down from high places, &c. and

^' very often no aflignable reafon can be given

*^ for it. It happens indifferently to perfons

'' of all ages and conftitutions. I could never

'.^ difcover, after the moll: careful inquiry, that

'^ thofe of fcrophulous habits, were naore

^* liable to its attacks than others, who had

*' ever been free from glandular obftruc-

'' tions."

" Its approaches are generally made by

^* flow and almoft imperceptible degrees. A
'' kind of wearinefs and inaptitude to motion

^* is at nrft perceived in the limb; which,

^^ in children, has frequently been taken for

*Vfome trick they had got in walking, till

** the fubfequent pains have, at length, given
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** but too convincing a proof to the contrary.

*' The miferable patient often long languifhes

*' under this cruel difeafe. His pain grows

*' more continual and naore violent. Inflam-

** mation arifes, matter is formed, a heftic

** fucceeds, and he dies tabid. Or, if the ab-

*' fcefs breaks, or is opened, the flux of

'' matter is ufually more than his ftrength

'^ can fupport, and he finks under the dif-

'' charge."

'' Dr. Oliver juftly remarks, that, when

*^ the cafe is recent, and the patient young,

'' our waters frequently efFe£l a cure. To
'' which I muft add, that when the difeafe

" has been of long ftanding, they feldom do

^' much fervice, and if the parts are much in-

" flamed, bat particularly if matter is formed,

^* the ufe of them is highly injurious."

^' Our ufual method of treating iuch cafes

*' is as follows : we do every thing we can to

'^ prevent inflammation, or, if it exift, to re-

*^ move it. We depend more on the exter-

" nal, than on the internal ufe of the waters.

" And fuch patients are ufually reftrained
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** from drinking them, till the dileafe begins

" to give way ; and even then they are pre-

^' fcribed in fmall quantity, and are feme-

*' times foftened with milk, or cooled with

" Ipirit of nitre. We frequently purge fuch

*^ patients, and with advantage. Some of

*^ them require, and are benefitted by mercu-

*' rial phyfic. Bleeding is not omitted, cup-

'^ ping of the part is exceedingly ferviceable,

*' and emetics are often very ufeful. All thefe

*^ feveral evacuations are repeated during a

" courfe of bathing, as circumftances de-

" mand."

" When the patient bears bathing well^

^^ that is, if his pain is not increafed by it, and

' more particularly if it abates his pain, we

reafonably entertain hopes of his recovery.

' But bathing, though it fliould confiderably

leflen the fymptoms of the difeafe, yet it

' is not always able to perfe£l its cure. In

*' this cafe, we have recourfe to the pump,

** and the fuccefs anfwers our wifhes. This

*' appUcation, however, muft be made with

*^ great caution ; and fliould immediately be
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'^ defifted from, if the pain is encreafcd by

"it. Under the circumftances of the patient's

" being relieved, though not cured by bathing,

" and yet unable to bear the pump, I have

*' know^n him receive the greateft advan-

" tages from emetics, and the application of

*' lime cataplafms, fomctimes of blifters, to

*' the difeafed parts."

" When bathing makes fuch patients fe-

** verifh, and increafes their pains, no benefit

" is to be expelled from it ; particularly if

*' after carefully repeated trials, thcfe efFcdls

" are conftantly obferved. And if they are

" fent to us in the laft ftages of the difeafe,

*^ w^hen matter is formed in the part, v^hich

" too frequently happens, we are obliged to

" return them to their homes, as foon as

, "poffible."

Topical bleedings, blifters, fetons, and iffues

come next under confideration. as means

which have a general tendency to retard the

progrefi, and counteract the operation, of a

ftrumous affeftion of the hip joint, in its early

ftate, E
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Bleeding with leeches has long been found,

by experience, a remedy of great efficacy in

checking inflammations of external parts, and

confequently, is well calculated to prevent

the formation of an abfcefs. It has in modern

pradice been ufed with great freedom, and

attended with fome fuccefs, in tumours of a

fcirrhous tendency and likewifc in deep-feated^

ftrumous difordcrs. Doubtlefs, whatever has

a well-known and powerful influence, in re-

tarding external inflammations, may naturally

be fuppofed, not to be altogether inert, when

applied to thofc parts, which are lefs iuper-

ficial.

It is known, however, that in this, and

many other fcrophulous difeafes, the inflanar

matory diathefis is indolent during its firft

attack, and is not difcovcrable by the ufual

fymptoms of acute pain, and fever. On the

contrary, the patient frequently appears to be

in a low enervated ftatc, with a quick fmaH

pulfe, and a variety of fymptoms indicating

the propriety of adopting a tonic rather than,

an antiphlogiflic plan.
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It happens alfo, not unfrequently, that fiir-

gical affiftance is not folicited on its earlieft

neceffity ; the difeafe being apt in the firfl

inftance to be miftaken for rheumatifm,

or fciatica in adults, and equally liable, at

that early period, to be imputed in younger

fubjeds, to indolence, to worms in the intef-

tines, or to accidental contufions of the muf*

cular parts.

From much experience of the good efFcds

of repeated applications of leeches in ftrumous

afFe£lions of the knee, and of other joints, I

conceive that fuch a mode of bleeding would

be very ufeful in the beginning of the difeafe

of the hip joint. I even think it might be ufed,

arid with great advantage, in a more advanced

ftate of the diforder, previous to, or in con-

junftion with, other applications, when the

great and principal objeft is, to prevent an

external fuppuration.

But although bleeding by leeches, or by

fcarifications, may often be very ufeful and

always fafe, yet it can hardly be thought capa-

ble of cfFeding univerfally, a complete altera*
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tion for the better, In a bone which is already

carious, or has at lead a manifeft ftrong ten-

dency to become fo.

The topical application of blifters is recom-

mended, from general and fuccefsful practice, ,

ill difeafes nearly allied to this of the hip joint.

Inflammations in the cavity of the abdomen,

and of the thorax, arifing either from fudden

caufes or from ftrumous afFe£lions of the

vifcera, are known to be relieved by blifters

applied over the difeafed parts. Their appli-

cation is undoubtedly ferviceable, on the firft

appearances of morbid difpolition in the bones,

whether it arifes from.ftrumous taint, or acci-

dental injuries.

Caries, or a difpofition to caries manifefted by

a thickened pcriofteum, and apparent enlarge-

ment of the bone, in the clavicle, ulna, radius,

tibia, or any of the bones, which lie near the

^^ furface of the body, in the joint of the wrift,

that of the elbow, and even the knee, is gene-

rally relieved, and often cured by the repeated

applications of blifters to the affeded parts.

In enlargement of the joints of the fingers^
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proceeding from a ftrumous conftitution, and

in that enlargement caufed by external acci-

dents, the beneficial efficacy of bliftcrs^ re-

peatedly applied round the afFefted part, is

inconteftible. Under this application, the en-

largement obvioufly fubfides, the crepitation

between the bones, the confequence of abra-

fion of the cartilages, ceafes to be felt, when

the blifter begins to operate, the ufe of the

joint is effeftually recovered, and anchylofis-

prevented,

De Haen in his treatife '' De Morbo Cox-

*' ario," affirms it, as a certainty, from his

own experience, and that of Boerhaave, that

many patients have been relieved in this dif-

eafe, by the repeated applications of blifters ;

he regrets however, that every prognoftic is

doubtful, the utmoft uncertainty arifing, as

he thinks, from the great variety of caufes,

which may give birth to the difeafe, and from

the diverlity of the parts which may be af-

feded.

The real nature of the evil, he fays, is

abfolutely unknown, any father than as it is
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manifefted by its cfFe6ls. As to the feat of

the difeafe, he confiders It, as exifting in the

integuments, in the cellular membrane, the

membranous fafcia, the mufcles, the involu-

crum of the ifchiadic nerve, the periofteum

of the bone, the capfular ligament, the car-

tilages, the bone itfelf, the glandula innomi-

jiata, the ligamentum teres, or finally, in all

the above mentioned parts together.

In this defcription, the caufes and the con-

fequences of the complaint, are perhaps inac-

curately blended together. If the difeafe

originated in the integuments, or in the

fuperficial parts, there is the greateft reafon to

believe that topical bleedings, and blifters,

M^ould accomplifh an efFeftual cure. But to

judge in this cafe from anatomical reafonings,

drawn from difeafes where the effcdls ofexter-

nal treatment are more obvious to our fenfes,

there appear to be many, and great obje<9:ions

againft our adopting the opinion of De Haen

on the hip difeafe, as perfedlly juft, and fatis-

fadory.

There is an infuperable difficulty in our
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conceiving, on the one hand, that the matter

formed either in, or near the cellular mem-

brane, fhould force its way inward through

ftrong ligaments and tendon, to deftroy the

joint, inftead of pufhing outward, as k well
^'^

known to do invariably, in all other parts,

where ftrong ligamentous, or bony compages

do not intervene to refift and fruftrate its exter-

nal appearance. Whereas, on the other hand,

there is the greateft facility in explaining fatis-

faftorily, the fuppuration. If this principle be

rejeded, thofe important fymptoms of this dif-

eafe muft ftill remain unexplained, or inex-

plicable. But it may be recolle£i:ed here, that

this affumed principle has been confidered as

a fadl, apparently well founded, and afcertained

by intuition in the cafe before related.

The application of blifters to the hip is, no

doubt, very ferviceable in the earlier ftagcs of

its difeafe ; it has even been known to pro-

duce cures, and will generally, in that ftate

of the complaint, fufpend a dilpofltion to

caries in the bone. Neverthelefs it is ftill a

point of great doubtfulncfs, whether this ap*
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plication alone may be fecurely relied upon,

for fuch an eiFedtual cure of the difeafe, as will

to a certainty prevent its return.

The propriety, and efficacy of fuch an ap-

plication in cafes of difeafed bones, which lie

near the furface of the body, cannot be con-

troverted ; but it muft be confefled at the fame

time, that an application of this nature, may

not be equally beneficial, when the difeafed

bone, or the morbid affeflrion is more remote

from the furface, and confequently, not fb

immediately fubjeded to the adlion and power

ofblifters.

It maybe alledged indeed, that the ampli-

tude of the furface irritated, and the copioufnefs

of the difcharge proceeding from an extenfive

fore, may well be fuppofed to compenfate in

fbme meafure for the diftance of the blifter

from the afrefted part. After allowing to this

argument its full force, and admitting, that

even in maiiy unpromifing cafes, bliftering

may be very beneficial, efpecially when fa-

voured by the conftitution and habits of the

patients ; ftill it is conceived, that this ap-
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plication cannot be confidered as fully ade-

quate to the entire removal of fuch deep-

feated difeafes as lamenefs, from caries of the

cotyloid cavity of the hip joint, or incur-

vation of the fpine, from caries of the ver-

tebrae.

Various_ftimulating plaif^ers and cataplafins

have been recommended by many medical

writers, for the relief of this complaint, and

the pradice is evidently founded on the fame

rational principles as the application of blifters,

with fimilar intentions. For my own part,

I have not had much perfbnal experience of

their efficacy, nor do I know that they have

lately been much employed in this country, in

the treatmnt of this difeafe. They are how-

ever recommended on good authorities, and

merit more extenlive trial.

De Haen very candidly relates the cafe of

a patient labouring under the hip difeafe,

whom he acknowledges to have teafed with a

repetition of bhfters. The patient left hina

by no means cured, but was • afterwards re-

lieved by an old woman, who applied a plaifter
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over the whole thigh. It was a compofition

of gum maftich, powdered and formed with

reftified fpirit of wine into the confiftence of

a plaifter. Avaihng himfelf of this hint,

De Haen afterwards ufed, in fevcral inftances

of this difeafe, a compofition of quick lime,

mixed with honey.

^tius, Paulus ^gineta, and Shenckius,

recommend ftimulatine olaifters for the fame

purpofe. Certainly it is not unreafonable to

fuppofe, that a permanent irritation kept over

the difeafed parts may often be more effica-

cious than a blifter, the irritation of which is

only temporary, with a purulent difcharge

very variable.

. Of all the known applications ofthis nature,

the moft powerful feems to be the following
It

plaifter, recommended by Dn Swediar, Lond*

Med. Journ. Vol. J. p. 198.

R Gumra. Ammoniac. Bj.

Aceti. facillitic. q. f. ut fiat Emplaftrum.

Quo pars afFefta tegatur.

I have found this plaifter, which by fprinkling

it with powdered fquills, is. eafily rendered
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more irritating than is here prefcribed, ufeful,

as a topical remedy, in feme fcrophulous affec-

tions ; but in the hip difeafe, it has not hither-

to anfwered my expeSations.

A practice has been lately revived, and is

at prefent very generally purfued, for the relief

of the complaint under confideration, w^hich

confifts chiefly in making a large iffue, by

cauftic, near the part afFecSted. It is adopted

on the recommendation, and warranted by the

experience, of very celebrated medical writers,

and has in its favour the frequent good effedls

which iffues made in this manner are known

to produce in difeafes fimilar to this of the

hip joint.

The principal objed in the earliefl: ftages of

this complaint is, to remedy a caries, or to

flop that difpofition to caries, which, if not

checked during its advancement, has a necef-

fary tendency to deftroy not only the joint,

and the limb, but likewife the life of the patient.

Even in the fubfequent period of this dif-

eafe, when the caries fo vifibly manifefts its

exiftence, that there can be no farther doult
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about its having taken place, when the thigh

bone is fhortened, and the moft unfavourable

fymptoms fhew, that the afFefbed parts are

haftening rapidly to complete deftrudlion, it is

of the utmoft confequence to the patient, to

adopt a praftice, which is likely to favour the

quiet formation of anchylofis, and prevent the

diflurbance and obftruftion, to which that

procefs would unavoidably be cxpofed, by

an external fuppuration.

That thefe ends may be anfwered, and th^

happieft efFe£lin this way produced, by means

of an artificial ^rain, or an irritation excited

near the difeafed bone, is obvious from the

general aftion of blifters on bones in a mor-

bid ftate, and may be farther credited from

the numerous obfervations, which may be

colle<fted from the writings of the moll: able

pradipners. {incc the time of Hippocrates, to

that of Mr. Pott, who feems to have afcer-

tamed it beyond the poflibility of doubt in

his trcatife on the incurvation of the fpine

from caries.

Inquiries after remedies, from the writers
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of antiquity, are not generally rewarded with

many valuable acquifitions. The defcriptions

which they give of difcafes, are acknowledged

to be for the moft part faithful and accurate,

but there is not always equal good reafbn to

praife the feHcity of their methods of cure

;

nor can the moderns boaft with truth of

being fo happy as to have furpafled them

very far in curing this difeafe of the hip joint.

In the modern treatment, the moft rational,

and beneficial plans, are derived from the

ancients, and are principally to be afcribed to

their (kill, and ingenuity. The practice of

fea bathing, both warm and cold, of topical

bleeding, of ftimulating the fijrface by blifters

or other irritating applications, and of making

topical iffues by cauftic, bear honourable tef-

tlmony to the accurate and clinical obferva-

tions of the great fathers of phyfic, and fur-

gery, of whom it is difficult, if not impoffible

to think, without an immediate recolle(9:ion

of Hippocrates, from whole wonderful pene-

tration and fagacity hardly any thing, which
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^ffeds the health of man, feems to have en-

tirely efcaped.

To the vaft ftores of medical knowledge

which he poffeffed, his compreheniive mind

appears to have been in the habitual exercife

of adding, from every circumftance of a pa-

thological nature, which came under his ex^

tenlive, and acute obfervatioru It would be

vain to alledge, that he has not been furpaffed

in anatomical knowledge; but all his wri-

tings, and efpecially his aphorisms, '' quos

*' jam fenex ct cognitior compofuit," afFord

throughout the moft ftriking evidences of a

fuperior and accurate knowledge of the vari-

ous difeafes, to which the human frame is

liable.

At the conclufion of the fixth feftion of

that admirable work, there are two aphorifms

relative to the hip difeafe, which are worthy

of a more full and critical account, than can

be given in a work of this nature, or properly

inferted as notes below ; I muft therefore re-

fer to an appendex on this fubjed, contaiix-
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Ing a few remarks with which I was favoured

by a literary friend.

To explain and juftify the variation from

the firft edition in this and fome following

pages, it is necefTary the reader fhould be ac-

quainted with the circumftances that have

occafioned them. The Editor is therefore

obliged to make a confiderable addition here,

as he is perfuaded the author muft and would

have done, had be lived to republifh his

work.

About two years ago, Mr. Bryan Crowther,

Member of the Royal College of Surgeons

in London, and Surgeon to Bridewell and

Bethlem Hofpitals, publilhed a book on

*' The Difeafe of the Joints^ &c. commonly

called White Swelling, &c." In page 257,

he refers to this work, and fpeaks of it in the

following very refpeftful manner.

,

'* On the hip affeftion I have great fatisfac-

" tiou in refering the reader to the excellent

*^ obfervatiojis of Mr. Ford, which will fur-

*' nifli the requifite pra£lical information on

'^ this very important fubjed. By thus point-
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" ing out a fource of more copious inftruc-

*' tion, I conceive that I apologize fujfficiently

" for the fmall number and defultory nature

" of my own obfervations."

This author farther indulges his fatisfa<3:Ion,

and enhances his compliments to Mr. Ford,

by taking a plate or two from his book, for

the benefit and embellifhment of his own ;

giving thus, though tacitly, an unfufpicious

teftimony that he held this work in high

eftimation. Notwithftanding this, doubtlefs,

he was ftill at liberty to cenfure, as well as to

commend ; and had an unqueftionable right

to remark with freedom and candour on what

lie thought reprehenfible in it.

But furely it appears to be an ungracious'

return for an obligation, and rather bordering

on unthankfulnefs for the great fatisfa£lioa

it had afforded him, to animadvert with un-

becoming warmth, and a degree of afperity

that the occafion did not call for, on the

tranflations of the two aphorifms given in

this place of the former edition, and on the

remarks in fupport of them, ia its appendix.
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Certainly the anlmadverfions might have

been made more pleafant, without making

them lefs forcible ; and as they might have

been foftened without injury, they might too

have been (hortened with advantage to his

argument ; no gjood end whatever could have

been fruflrated, either by proper politure, or

judicious curtailment ; and while Mr. Crow-

ther fludied to write fortiter m re, he needed

not to have deviated from the good old rule

of writing fuaviter in modo.

The reader, after getting through thirteen

pages of thefe animadverfions will moft pro-

bably join vfith Mr. Crowther in the propri-

ety of the following obfervation. " It may

" be objefted, that more has been faid with

" refped to thefe aphorifms, than in a prafti-

** cal fenfe, they may feem to deferve/' Nc*

verthelefs, though he had declared, three

pages before, " that it was really painful to his

** feelings to advert again to thefe aphorifms,"

he adds, after all, a note of full four pages
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more, of much clofer printing, and in much

fmaller type, on this pain-giving fubjeft.

Mr. Ford, to haften the repubUcation that

has eventually devolved upon me, prevailed

on the friend abovementioned to take thefe

animadverfions into his confideration, and

very foon after he received from him the re-

fult of his examination. In this MS, dated

March 11, 1808, with a view of Ihortening

difagreeable difputations, he ftates very parti-

cularly what he wifhes to be, either altered in

the text, or added in the appendix of this fe-

cond edition.

Here he wifhes it to be noticed, that, in

what fenfe foever they have been interpreted,

the aphorifrns mentioned in this place clearly

anfwer the purpofe of Mr. Ford's reference to

them, and efFeduallyjuftify the fairnefs of his

inference from them. They eftablifh, be-

yond denial or xlilpute, the doctrine of this

book on the venerable authority of the Father

of Medicine, and prove, what they are quoted

to prove, that the mode of remedying the dif-

cafe this book treats of, approved and recom-
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mended by Mr Ford, was adopted and prac*

tifed by Hippocrates,

It does not afFefl: the propriety of the refer-

ence here to these aphorifms, or the juftnefs

of the inference deduced from them ; whe-

ther the word "s^is-ajui be tranflated exjiat, or

excidit, " ftands out", or '* falls out" ; or

whether the words B^Trnnst TxruXiv be interpreted

incidit retroy /' falls in behind," or incidit

iterum " falls in again;" nor whether /xul^^j

be tranflated " matter or mucufes," pus or

mucus.

So long as the lafl word of the laft apho*

rifm, remains unqueflioned and unqueflion-

able, fo long as kuv^oq(j-iv ^* cauterized'Vcannot

be got rid of, as fpurious, or an interpola-

tion, it cannot poffibly be denied, that the

celebrated phyfician, who reckoned himfelf

the feventeenth in a lineal defcent from itEfcu-

lapius, and who lived about 400 years before

the Chriftian asra, under the name of Hippo-

crates, was perfe£lly ** fenfible of the great

" ufe of iflues made by cauflic, towards ef-

** fefling the cure of the difeafed hip joint
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" and treated this complaint in a mode fimi*

" lar to what is now pra£lifed.*'

The editor, who now fees he fhall have but

little, if any farther occafion, to deviate from

the text of the firft edition, excepting in^

the appendix to it, fhall give here a faithful

tranflation only in plain Englifti, of the twa

aphorifms properly referred to in this place.

It conveys, indeed, with but little difference,

the Very fame meaning as the former inter-

pretation ; but it is expreffed in a fimpler and.

fhorter way, andtherefult of reconfideration,

moft evidently with a lincere defire of ren-

dering it lefs liable to the diflike of Mr. Crow-

ther, and more acceptable to his learned friend.

With the copper-plates, and all the notes

prepared for a new edition, the tranflator's

MS was very obligingly prefented to me by

my uncle's rclid. Mr. Ford had made no al-

teration in it, long as it had been in hi^ pof^

fefHon, although, for all his modefly, he was

far from being unfkilled in the original tqxt.

Even with refpedl to the nporc loofe and

liberal tranflations, of which Mn Crowther
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fays, (Jiorefco referens) " that in kis mind,

** thej implied a charge of profeffional igno*

^' ranee, want of fenfe, and incapacity of pre-

"" didion againft Hippocrates,"* Mr. Ford

affirms, that they ftated that venerable phy-

fician's do£lrine in a way very *' clear, and

*'* comprehenfible to thofe who are converfant

** with the difeafe, by the appearances of

" which, he conceived himfelf authorized to

'" fay that the interpretation was fupported."f

The tranflations being now made more Yi-*

teral, are rendered lefs exceptionable ; moft of

the objections to them are no longer appli-

cable, and they seem, in their jnore fimple

and concife forms, lefs diffimilar to the ftyle

and manner of Hippocrates.

In confideration of this, and for the rcafbns

above-mentioned, the editor is perfuaded that

the author in his intended republication, had

determined to adhere ftriftly to the reconfi-

dered interpretation of his friend, and to have

* See Mr. Crowther's book on the Difeafe pf th© Xointij'

ifec. p. 287,

t See the firf^ edition of this work, pages 63 jind €4
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given it, and the additional arguments in its

fupport, as I fhall do both here and in the ap-

pendix, in the ipjijfima verba of his friend.

By the rejefllon of every thing hypotheti-

cal, and the fubftitution of plainer words in

the ftead of technical terms, an interpreta-

tion of the very fame meaning with that in

the preceding edition, feems to be expreffed

with equal clearnefs, and more precifion,

infomuch, that it appears to have left no good

ground for entering into mdfe learned logo-

machies,

Bippocratis '' Apliorifmi:' Sedf. VL

Aph. 59. *' In fuch as labour long under

*^ the hip difeafe, the hip bone ftands out

^* before, there is a falling in behind, in

*^ them matter fupervenes,"

ApK 60. '^ In fuch as labour longer under

*^ difeafe of the hip, the hip bone ftands

^^ out, the limb waftes, and they become

^^ cripples if they be not cauterized."
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It Is evident, prima facie, that thefe two

aphorifms refer to two different periods of

the hip difeafe, and that the fixtieth is fupple-

mentary to the fifty-ninth. It is almoft

equally fuperfluous to obferve, that although

the former obvioufly bears on the fubjefl: of

this book, and merits due confideration ; it is

the latter however that is more immediately

pertinent to this particular part of it, where

the author is Ipeaking of the ufe and benefit

of iffues made by caufiics.

Need the editor fay, or apologize for his

faying, that, on mature confideration, the

preceding new verfion of both aphorifms far-

ther illuftrated and confirmed as it is in the

fequel, appears to him, as it did to Mr. Ford,

more eligible and fatisfaclory than any of the

interpretations whether in Latin or in Englifli,

which, however various, are not elTentially

different from each other. They fhall be

given, as before, faithfully, with the addition

of one or two more, in the appendix, and

fubmitted fairly to the judgment, and freely

to the choice of the reader.
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Should the verfion adopted here, berejefl:ed

merely for its novelty, or be ftill thonght too

general, or too concife, or not {"afficiently

M^arranted, as the true meauing of the ori-

ginals, to ufe the modeft language of the

author, " I fhall not pretend to defend it by

affuming an air of critical Ik ill in Greek

literature, but refer the reader to the reniarks

in the apendix, and the additional reafons there

affigned by the tranflator, both for his going

fo far, and for his not going any farther from

the verfion^given in the foregoing edition.

The editor has now done, what he knows

would have been done by the author, had he

lived to fee his intended new edition through

the prefs ; and, has, as briefly as poffible,

communicated the information judged requi-

fite to explain, and juftify the variations

from the firft publication of this work.

The reader will therefore be pleafed to

obferve, that he is now entering again into

the fequel of Mr. Ford's argument, who,

after a proper reference to thefe aphorifms of

Hippocrates and a jufl inference from theni,
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proceeds next to confider the practice of bis

commentator, with refpe£l to iffues made by

cauftics.

Galen, in his commentary on thefe apho-

rifms, maintains the meaning of Hippocrates

to be, that an external wound fhould be made

by cautery to prevent the fubfequent evils of

the maladj. There are beiides, two other

paffages, in the writings of Hippocrates,

which, if taken in conjunftion with the pre-

ceding aphorifms, feem to imply that a cau-

tery, in his opinion, ought to be ufed early

in the difeafe of the hip joint, to prevent fup-

puration. The fame paffages fuggeft a very-

probable conjefture, that Hippocrates, in his

own mind, afcribed a want of fuccefs in the

cafes of Hecafon and Cyrenius, two patients

affliflied with the hip difeafe, to the omiffioa

of the cautery, in an early period of the dis-

temper^.

* Hippocratis Ub. Epldcm. V. pag. 341. Edit.

Charterii.

EjufJem lib. De inter nis AffeftlorHbus, torn. 7, pag. 677,

Edit, Charterii.
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Celfus prefcribes the ufe of the cautery, in

the treatment of the hip difeafe, and direfts

the mode of performing the operation. He

orders the hip joint to be cauterized in three

or four places, and advifes the ulcers not to

be healed up, but to be kept open, until the

complaint is removed.*

Paulus -^gineta likewifef, and ^tiusj

recommend the cautery, in this complaint, as

dd alfb various authors of more modern date.

Profper Alpinus,§ and Ambrofe Parey,!} ought

to be particularly mentioned as advocates for

this praftice, and Schenckius^ tells of a phy-

fician, who acquired reputation from curing

it by cauilic, but he does not mention his

mode of applying it, and fays only, that the

wound ihould be kept open for fix months.

In ftill more m.odern praftice, we find the

illuftrious Boerhaave, and De Haen, prefcrib-

* Gnlfi Opera, lib. IV. cap. 22.

t Pauli JEg'mtU^ Opera, lib. VI. cap. 76-

X ^tii Bafii. Edit. p. 640.

§ P. Alpinus^ De Medicina ^gyptiorum, lib. IIL cap. 12.

'

II
Amb. Parey. lib. XVII. cap. 23.

^ Schenckii Obfervat. lib, Vc pag. 673.
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ing- topical iffues for the hip difeafe. The

former with great confidence recommends

this mode of treatment, as will appear from

the following quotation: ^' Sumatur caute-

" rium valde igaltum, cum annulo, a quo an-

'* nulo profunditas Inuftionis determinatur, et

" hoc applicatur coxendici hac ratione omnes

,*' hi ^gri curantur, et puto, quod fi h^c

** methodus femper in hoc cafu effet adhibita,

*' ex centum hominibus, qui nunc claudicant,

" uon unus claudicaret*," Praxis Medica,

pars V. pag. 380.

* It is really " fomevvhat extraordinary," that with this

palTage faithfully quoted in Mr. Ford's work, with which he

was doubtlefs converfant, before the publication cf his own

pamphlet, Dr. Falconer fliould affirm, as he does, pages 48

and 49, that " neither Boerhaave, nor Van Swieten give

** any defcription of it, (the hip cafe) nor fuggefl: any reme-

" dies or indications of cure worth repeating, and that they

** both had confounded this difeafe with rheumatifm and

*' fciatica, with which it has little or no connexion," &c.

Until the pafiage quoted above fliall be proved fpurious, it

is not eafy to conceive, how it can be well faid, that the illus-

trious Boerhaave had not fuggefted any remedy for the

complaint in queflion, worth repeating. Boerhaave*s com-

mentator^ too, has given a defcription of a hip difeafe

abridged from a long narrative of a curious cafe by La Motte

in his " Traite complet de Chirurgie,'* Tome IV. p. 367,

J
and scq, which^Jt„feem> very difficult to believe that Van
Swieten could confound^ith rheumatifm, or fciatica, witU
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Chefton, in his pathological inquiries, men-

tions cauftics with approbation, and recom-

mends their ufe, for the white fwelling iir

the knee, a difeafe iimilar to this of the hip

joint.

Kirkland likewife, relates an inftance of a

complete cure of a difeafe of the knee joint,

under the dlre<3:ion of a farrier, who efFeded

cither of which it feems to have little or no connexion, and

from which it appears to be clearly diftinguifhed.

Moreover, with refpe<ft to M. de Haen, who, he fays, has'

left atreatife of 38 pages, " de Morbo Coxario," Dr Falconer

even doubts, " if be was properly acquainted with the dif-

'* eafe as diftln£t from rheumatifm, fciatica, and the effects of

*' exteriiil violence," The Dr. indeed acknowledges that

*^* Van Swieten appears to have borrowed fome information

'* on the fubjed from Cotunnius," but of what Van Swieten

borrowed from Cotunnias, he makes no more mention thaa

he does of what he himfslf has borrowed from the preceding

edition of Mr. Ford*s obfervations.

Van Swieten however has given a more accurate defcrlp-

tion of the hip difeafe, than any of his predeceiTors, and

flill farther, to ftiow that he difbinguillied it from every

other complaint with which it might be confounded, it is very

obfervable that he has, with the niceft difcrimination, fele(5led

from the long flatement that La Motte has given of the cafe,

juft fuch circumftances only, as have an immediate relation to

the difeafe. Rejecting much the greatell part of the long

narrative of the French author, he takes particular notice of

the elongated limb, of its fubfequent abbreviation, peculi-

arly chara61:eriilical of the hip difeafe, of the formation of

abfcefs, and of the final cure by anchylofis. E,
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it by means of a cauftic, which penetrated no

deeper than the fkin.

To recur to the veterinary art, it may be

F€Colle£ted that Bracken, a well-known writer,

and an attentive obferver of fa£i:s, remarks,

that he had fecn inflances of the good efFefls

.of cauterifing, in the difbafes of joints of the

human body. He particularly takes notice of

a cure of this kind, performed by a travelling

empiric, ii the mode recommended by thd

antients, of laying on cauftics in fo great a

number, that he found ten at one time on the

patient ; the application however was ufeful,

and the event finally fuccefsfuL-

But it is not on the bails of authorities,

however numerous, that the reputation of a

remedy can be permanently eftablifhed ; ex-*

perience muft juftify its preference. The

inefficacy of othef means has long induced me^

to give the cauftic an extenlive trial in dif-

«jafes of joints. The refult of my experi-

ments confirms me in a favourable opinion of

it ; and I am well perfuaded, that many fuf-

ferers from this difeafe, have recovered the
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entire ufe of their limb, by having had a large

iflue on the hip ; who would otherwife have

been expofed to the rifk of a tedious illnefs,

almoft inevitably terminating in death, or

anchylofis of the joint.

In the courfe of the prefent obfervations, it

is not intended to ftate particularly the manner,

in which blifters or iffues operate, but merely

to confider, if they are, in any way of ading,

capable of producing beneficial effed's. It has

been fuggefted, that the application of iflTues

to the back, for the difeafe of the carious

Ipine, does not in reality contribute to the

cure, but that it is produced eventually by

nature alone.

It has likewife been doubted, whether the

continvied purulent drain from the iflue has

any good efFed ; as it is faid, that all the ad-

vantage, derived from this pradice, proceeds

from the fimple irritation of the cauftic. If

objedions of this kind are of force againft its

ufe in the carious, incurvated fpine, they will

be found equally valid, againft ufing this ap-

plication in the difeafe of the hip joint.
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To the firft obje£l:ion, namely, that an iffue

well made, and managed with judgment, does

not avail in the cure of the difeafed fpine, it

may be anfwered, that numerous cafes are on

record, which fhew that patients, with incur-

vated fpine from caries, have recovered under

fuch treatment; but this is not altogether

conclufive, as there are undoubtedly inflances

of its failure.

If the mode of cure is attempted to be ex-

plained, it may be more fatisfaftory to fay,

that an external fuppuration, when it takes

place in the carious hip joint, or in the carious

incurvated fpine, almoft invariably debilitates

the habit, lengthens out the difeafe, and

thereby prevents the powers of the conftitution

from afFeding that union in the difeafed parts,

known by the name of anchylofis. Daily

experience fliews, that blifters have a power

of checking the progrels to fiippuration in parts

afFefted, near the furface of the body, and

that iffues, made by cauftic, have a fimilar

influence in complaints more deeply feated

;

and, if they have that power, they muft
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neceffarily affift in the greateft objedt, requi-

fite to the cure of this difeafe, which is the

prevention of an external wound's communi-

cation with difeafed bone ; for few patients

die of this complaint, unlefs they are fubjedled

to that unfortunate fymptom.

It has been faid alfo, that the continued

difcharge of matter, from an artificial wound,

made near the difeafed part, is not of itfelf

advantageous to the difeafe in queftion, but

that the w^hole, or the principal benefit, is

derived from the irritation ; nor is this argu-

ment without foundation ; for in the hip

^ difeafe, the patients often find a remiffion of

their heftical fymptoms, and of their local

pains, £o immediately after the application of

the cauftic, and fo long before it can pro-

duceany purulent difcharge, that it is impoffible

to confider the new irritation made by the

cauftic as unimportant, in the cure. But

^ if irritation be an.effential and an ufeful part,

of the furgical treatment, in what more con-

venient form can this procefs be kept up,

than by a large wound made by cauftic, near
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the part affefteJ, and frequently fprinkled

with finely powdered cantha rides ?

In the difeafe of the hip joint, as well as*

in the difeafed fpine, the progrefs of cure is

often flow, and uncertain, a cohfiderable

length of time frequently elapfmg before

fymptoms of convalefcence appear. Under

fuch circumftances, if irritation contribute

towards procuring this convalefcence, I think

it might be proper in fome cafes to renew it,.

which may be done by recurring to the prac-

tice of the ancients, in the application of the

cauflic to fcveral frefli places, as near the leat

of the difeafe as poffible.

The choice of the part to which the cauftic

(hould be applied is of the utmoft importance.

In the carious incurvation of the fpine, the

moft proper place obvioufly prefents itfelf,

where the external convexity points out the

internal malady. But in the hip joint, it is

not cafy to fix on a fituation, which does not

interfere with the aftion of the mufcles, or

which might not be inconvenient to the pa^

ticnt, in the various pofitions of the body;

G
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and at the fame time it is ncceflary, that the

iffue be made, where it may have the moft

immediate, and diredl influence on the dif-

eafedpart.

The hip joint is furroiinded by large muf-

cles, on the pofterior part, which would ne-

Geffarily prevent an external irritation from

ading on the part moft afFedcd ; the fre^

quent adtion alfo of thefe mufcles in the motion

of the joint would baffle every attempt of the

iurgeon, to keep the wound open by peas, or

by any other means that he fliould adopt for

that purpofe.

The fituation of mufcles, nerves, and blood

veffels, belonging to the lower extremities, is

an infuperable objedion to the application of

a cauftic in the anterior part of the joint, fuf-

ficiently deep or large to check the formation

of matter*^

The outfide of the thigh, in the hollow,

parallel with, and a little behind, the great

trochanter, affords a proper place to make the

Iflue. Here the peas are not likely to be

expelled by the adion of the mufcles em-
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ployed in moving the joint, nor does a wound

in this part, much incommode the various

fundlions of the body, in fitting, walking, or

lying down. It is fafficiently contiguous to

the difeafed pari, as the common integu-

mients are almoft the only intermediate fob-

fiances between the capfular ligament, and

the external fore.

With regard to the mode of applying the

cauftic, it may be done in a way different

from that, recommended by Mr. Pott, eqi^l-

ly efficacious, but lefs painful. The laying

on a cauftic, and TufFering it to remain ou the

part for feveral hours, gives a great degree of

uneafinefs, and much unnecefTary terror ; and

if a method can be adopted, which gives left

pain, or even apprehenfion of pain, it will

always deferve the preference. The experi-

ence of every furgeon muft convince him,

how neceffary it is, to ufe the moft gentle

means of curing difeafes, which our art can

devife, without defeating its purpofes.

The operations of furgery, are in general

dreadful to the apprehenfion, and painful to
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the fenfe ; and particularly, the timorous

patient, whofe nervous fenfibility is quickened

exceedingly, by the continual influence of a

chronic diforder, fhudders at the thoughts of

cauftics and cauteries. Perhaps one of the

beft, and moft efficacious remedies, which in

many cafes, furgery adminifters to the unfor-

tunate, was early exploded, from the terror

which the mode of performing the operation,

and the tremendous inftruments, and appa-

ratus for the occafion, tended to create.

The praftice of the Greek furgeons in

uling the adual cautery, and of the Indians

in ufing the moxa, for chronic afFeftions of

the joints, and vicera, has been fo long

difufed in this country, that the prefent

mode of applying cauftics, in the very iame,

or fimilar cafes, wears fuch an appearance of

abfolute novelty, as to pafs for an entire

modern invention, inftead of being confidered

as only a variation of old notions, and mere

improvement of ancient practice.

If it be certain that the practice here

fpoken of, was ever attended with any ad-
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vantage, and merits continuance for the good

it produces—if the prefent mode of laying

on a cauftic over a ftrumous difeafe of the

bones, or other parts, is ftill to be confidered

as beneficial, it is fit it (hould be known, that

it may be purfucd in a mode, more fimple,

more efFeftual, and expeditious ; lefs painful,

and lefs liable to exite apprehenfion of pain,

by means of the feptic ftone.

If this preparation be merely pencilled or

rubbed on the part, where the iffue is to be

made, it will at all times efFeft as much

as could be done by the a£tual cautery, by

the moxa, or by laying on the cauftic pafte,

and fufFering it to remain on the part for

feveral hours. This operation gives little,

if any terror to the patient, and never pro-

duces that intenfity, or continuance of pain,

which ufually accompanies the application

of a cauftic in the common manner, and it

will always, under judicious management,

accomplilh, with advantage and certainty,

every objed which is to be efFefted. by

cauftic.
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The fenfibility of pain is certainly not the

fame in all fubje<9:s ; for many perfbns bear

the application of cauftics with much lefs

uneafineis than others ; but, in general, the

operation of rubbing the cauftic ftone on the

integuments is fb little painful, where they

are not inflamed, that the patients often

doubt of its capability of producing an efchar.

If the Ikin be ftrained, during this mode of

applying the cauftic ftone, the efchar Is

fooner produced, but at the fame time, more

pain is created. If it be intended that the

efchar ftiould penerate deep into the cellular

membrane, the fridion fliould be continued,

till the integuments give way under its

aftion; but, in general, for the purpofe of

making an iflue, it is fufficient to rub the

fcptic ftone, or lapis infernalis, as it is called,

on the part intended to be affeftcd, until the

ftin begins to change from its natural

colour, to a brownifli hue, which appearance

it firft exhibits, where the roots of the hair

proceed from the cuticle.

In this method of making an ifTue, as in
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the common method of applying the cauftic,

a {pace of time, generally of twelve, or four-

teen days elapfcs, before the feparation of the

efchar takes place, fo as to admit an intro-

dudion of the common white peas, which

appear to me, better adapted for making,

and fuftaining the cavity of the iffue, than

the beans ufually employed for that pur-

pofe.

In the management of this artificial wound,

it may be obferved, that it is liable fometimes

to become a painful and irritable fore, at the

firft introduction of the peas ; whilft this

difpofition fubfifts, the peas may be entirely

omitted, and the wound dreffed with fperma*

ceti ointment ; when the irritability is gone

ofF, the ufual dreffing for an iffue may be

applied*.

A feton has not, in my experience, been

fo effe£lual in removing this difeafc, as an

* For farther obfervations, on this method of uling

the lapis infemalis, fee Howard's Treatise on the Venereal

Difeafe, vol. II . p. 172 j a Treatife on the Hydrocele by the

fame author, p. 47; and Deaie's Obfervations on the

Hydrocele, p. 10.
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ilTue made by cauftic ; nor has the difchargc

been equally copious. Whilft I was in the

habit of employing it, the fuppurative ftate of

the hip joint came on more rapidly, and more

certainly, than in thofe cafes, wherein I ufed

the cauftic. It is needlefs.to infift on the

neceffity of a large opening, to fufpend, or to

remove the fuppurative progrefs ; a small

iffue, with two or three peas, gives juft as

much trouble as a larger one. One of the

moft rapid progreffes towards recovery,

which I ever faw in the difeafed fpine, was

in a cafe, where the cauftic was carelefsly

applied, and fufFered to extend into a large

fore, which penetrated fo v^ry deepvas almoft

to denude the vertebrae. I generally make

the iffue of an oval form, one inch in length,

and rather more than half an inch in .breadth,

* Notwithftanding what is faid above of the inefficacy of a

fctonin the removal of this difeafe, as I happen to know it

with perfeft certainty, I conceive it right to ftate here, that

the author very foon gfter the pnblicatiou of the firft edition,

thought much more favourably of its ufefulnefs, and in the

courfe of the laft ten or twelve years of his pra^lice, was in

the habit of employing fetons ijiftead of iillies made by cauftic.

By repeated and re-repeated experience he difcovered confi-

^erable advantages in the employment of it, efpecially when
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which will be capable of containing about

twelve, or fourteen peas.

the patients were kept in a ftate of quietude. If accompanied

with perfect reft, he found the feton was even capable of pro-

ducing all the benefit which is derived from the drain eftab-

lilhed by cauftic.

He had recourfe to the feton the rather, and the oftner, as

with refpe<ft to the remedy preferably recommended in the

text, he experienced frequently confiderable difficulty in the

management of the ilTue, when the patient was removed from

the immediate care of the furgeon, into the country, or to the

fea fide 3 fomctimes the ilTue was fuffered to heal up, and at

other times it was fo diminiihed in fize as to become almoft

ufelcfs. E.
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%-f.-

SECT. IIL

Of Ahfceffes in GeneraL

J[N the foregoing feftions, the early ftage of

the difeafe of the hip joint, has been prmci-

pally attended to ; a local caries has been

confidered, as a£lually exifting m a ftate of

advancement, or a difpofition to fcrophulous

caries, is prefumed to have already taken

place. Bat this real caries, or difpofition to

it, has hitherto been fuppofed to be prevalent

only in a curable degree, and by no means fb

predominant, as to have totally deftroyed, or

even irreparably injured, the cartilage of the

head of the thigh bone, or that of the coty-

loid cavity.

It has been uniformly admitted, that the

complaint is capable of being remedied, fo as

to preferve the motion of the joint. But

when this difease has remained for fome time.
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a new train of fymptoms fucceed, very difFe-

rent from the former, and thefe are allowed in

the concurring opinions of all writers on the

fabjedt, and are known from the experience

of every furgical praflitioner, to end in an-

chylofis of the joint, or in death. Previous

however to its termination, the diforder

ufually appears, in the form of an abfcefs, or

colledion of 'fluid, furrounding the hip joint,

and projefting ufually on the outfide of the

thigh, below the great trochanter.

This abfcefs does not advantageoufly admit

of the treatment, generally adopted for thofc

more^ fuperficial, namely, th^t of opening it

by incifion, or by cauftic. But as the com-

plaint now prefents itfelfexternally, under the

form, pf an abfcefs, a fymptom for which fur-

gical affiflance is invariably folicited, and as

abfcefies have been generally fubjeded to the

knife, or to the cauflic, it may not be impro-

per to confider, whether the indifcrimiuate

adoption of the principle of opening abfcefles,

even in their mofl fimple flate, refls upon the

folid bafis of fcientific furgery.
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It becomes the more eflential to coniider it

here, as the coUedion of matter, originating

from difeafe in the hip joint is, in fome

inftances, liable to be mlftaken for a common

abfccfs. Symptoms do not always, even at

the time when it becomes moft prominent,

indicate to a certainty, the real fburce of the

difeafe ; it may therefore deceive an inexperi-

enced obferver, unlefs the antecedent fymp-

toms have been carefully adverted to.

The general idea of a common abfcefs,

feems to be a colleftion of matter, preceded

by inflammation ; the formation of this fluid

called pus, has been faid to be neceffarily

conne(Sled with erolion of the folids ; and the

matter thus collefted, has been fuppofed to

have a corrofive efFedl on the circumjacent

parts. Nevetherlefs, it is alledged by more

modern phyliologifts, that pus, in its natural

ftatc unmixed with heterogeneous matter, is a

bland, innoxious fluid, fecreted from ah infla-

med iiirface ; and this opinion is fupported by

experiments, which fhew that matter, whe-

ther coUcdcd frcin the inflamed furface of a
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mucous membrane, or ilTuing from the free

difchargc of an open ulcer, is not diffimilar, in

its chemical analyfis, to other fecretions of

the human body, univerfally allowed to be

ipecifically harmlefs. The neceffity of enter-

ing minutely into the diftindt properties of

pus, and mucus, as leading to any great and

obvious advantage in the pradice of furgery,

is by no means evident to my mind. I

queftion this the rather, as a fa£l moft impor-

tant in pathology is proved by daily experi-

ence ; namely, that this fluid, whether

termed pus, or mucus, is capable of being ab-

fbrbed into the circulation, without any

inconvenience to the parts, on which it has

been depoiited ; and of leaving them, when

the abforption has taken place, in a ftate, ftill

proper to refume their local funclions.

But however true, or untrue, this opinion

may be, it is certain^ that the imagined, and

very queftionable bad quality of this fluid,

when confidered as necelTarily connefted

with erofion of folid parts, or reprefented, as

the efficient and primary caufe of fuch ero-
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fion, has materialy influenced the pradice

of furgery in the treatment of abfcefles.

It is obvious to fee, that this complex

notion of matter, ill founded as it poffibly

may be, naturally leads to the neceffity,

and would therefore juftify the propriety,

of opening abfcefles in every method. For,

if it v/ere certain, that matter was a fluid

deflrudive to folid parts, a fluid in which an

crofive quality was inherent, and from which

it was {o infeparable, as to be even capable

of vitiating the whole conftitution, when

abforbed, it would undoubtedly be proper,

and indeed neceflary, to make incifions in

every cafe where it was coUeded, and into

every cavity where it was lodged. It would,

in fhort be requifite to purfue with the knife,

this corrofive poifon through every finus, in

order to evacuate it entirely, and leave no-

thing finally for nature to effeft, but the flow

refl:oration of continuity in parts, feparated as

the various exigences required, and divided

with all the precision of furgical art.

Ill invefligating however, the general pro-
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grefs of an abfcefs, it muft be noticed, that

the inflammation or morbid alteration of the

folid parts, is moft commonly a primary ap*

pearance ; and that the formation of matter is

a fccondary fymptom, fubfequent to the real

difeafe. This is very apparent when an ab-

fcefs happens to be formed near the furfacc of

the body, in parts liable to great irritability

;

and it is deducible from fymptoms, when

the inflammation, or morbid difpofition is

deeper leated, and operates on lefs irritable

parts. The opening into thele cavities which

contain matter, has, probably, no farther ten-

dency to reflore to a healthy ftate thofe parts

on which the matter was depofited, than

merely by removing the prefTure of an extra-

neous fubftance. The progrefs of difeafe is

more eafily checked, when the admiffion of

external air is prevented ; for who has not

feen the fatal confequences of opening ab-

fceffes of joints, and the quick tranfition of a

flrumous indifpofition of bone, cartilage, or

ligament, from a curable, to an incurable

caries ?
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The opening of abfceffes has been always

confideredj as an important part of operative

fiirgery. In Mr. Sharp's introduftion to his

furgical operations, in Mr. Brom field's and

Mi*. Bell's later treatifes on furgery, feveral

rules are laid down on this fubjeft, and the

methods of opening thefe tumours, by fimple

incifion, by excifion of part of the integu-

ments, and by cauftic, are amply difcufled.

But the praftitioner, who forms his opinion

on this lubjed, from any of thefe treatifes,

without obferving the complete progrefs of

abfceffes, uncontroled by furgical treatment,

will naturally be led to confider all abfceffes, as

proper to be fubjeded to a furgical operation,

little notice being taken of those, which may

lafely be left to the more gentle expedient,

of being fuffered to break fpontaneoufly.

In the earlier part of my life, 1 was fre-

quently a witnefs to the opening of abfceffes

in every part of the body, with a free incifion

as it was then called, and often have feen

large portions of the loofe edges of the cavity,

H
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removed fbmetlmes by the knife, as recom-

mended by Mr. Sharp, but more frequently

by the crooked fciffars, an inftrament calcu-

lated to conceal the want of dexterity in the

operator, but by no means adapted to the

performance of fuch an operation with the

greatefl: eafe, or all the advantage poffible.

Painful as this procefs is at any rate,

although executed in the moft fkilful manner,

It is particularly repugnant to humanity, if it

be confidered, as not abfolutely neceffary.

It leads moreover to a treatment equally un-

natural, for the cavity of the abfcefs is perhaps

filled up with dry lint, an application intend-

ed by its prefTure, to produce the efFe£b of

reftraining the hsemmorhage caufed by the

incifion, but this mode of treating the wound,

by dilating vafcular, and irritated parts, often

brings on a fymptomatic fever ; and fome-

times alfo, that vtry flux of blood, which the

infertion of lint was meant to prevent.

A method apparently more gentle, has been

fince adopted. Surgeons have contented

themfelves with, making a fimple, but a laro-e
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iiiciiion into the cavity of the abfcefs, having

found by experience, that it is not neceffary

the loofe edges of the wound fhould be remo-

ved, as they are capable of being united to the

fubjacent parts. To this mode of operation

has fucceeded, that of opening of abfcefles by

cauftic, and by feton, recommended as left

painful means of difcharging the fluid.

The opening of abfcefles by cauftic, is an

CKpedient ufed frequently, when the patient

will not, from timidity, admit of a cutting

inftrument ; but the cauftic is a painful fubfti-

tute. If the fkin be inflamed, the additional

pain of the cauftic will be exquifitely fevere,

and it would be far better to bear for a time,

a pain which may be alleviated by opiates,

than to fufFer the torture of cutting, or of

burning an inflamed furface. When the in-

teguments are not inflamed, the pain of the

abfcefs is bearable, the opening it therefore in

any way, feems to be a practice founded on

the falfe idea that matter, whether it be called

pus, or mucus, is fpecifically injurious to

the parts on which it has been depofited.
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It has been faid, that abfceiles, conneded

with indurated lymphatic glands, fhould be

opened in this manner, the adllon of the cauf-

tic being fuppofed to affift in fubduing the

enlargement of the gland. This method is

very commonly taken in fuch cafes, and

fpeaking from my own experience, 1 muft

fay that it is fometimes fuccefsful, but it has

generally proved tedious. When the gland

remains indurated, as it frequently does for

a long time after the application of the cauf-

tic, the furgeon is obliged to have recourfe to

the lapis infernalis, the red precipitate of

mercury, or fome efcharotic application to

lubdue it. But, where this kind of abfcefs

has been fufFered to burft of itself, and the

general remedies have been ufed in the mean

time for the particular difeafe from whence it

it originated, whether it has been ftrumous,

or venereal, the indurated gland has been

generally found to diminifh in lefs time,

and certainly vAth lefs pain, and much lefs

deformity of fear.

The opening of abfcefies by feton, is alfo
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for the moft part unneceflary. I venture to

affirm, that the largeft abfcefles have been

more fuccefsfully treated by a fmall counter-

opening, made m fome depending part of

the tumour, without the intervention of the

feton, than where a communication has been

kept open, by an irritating fubftance lodged in

the cavity of the abfcefs itfelf. Even this op-

ening and counteropening is moft commonly

unneceflary, a more fimple treatment being

generally fuccefsfuL The moft dlfagreeable

circumftance likely to occur in the Ipontane-

ous burftlng out of matter from an abfcefs, is

a frefli accumulation in its cavity : but this

fecond abfcefs is almoft always inconfiderable,

much lefs troublefome than the .firft, and ge-

nerally completes the cure.

It may alfo be urged, that the indifcrimi-

nate opening of abfcefles is not only objedli-

onable, becaufe it is often unneceflary, and

always painful ; but there^ are alfo pofitive

evils attendant on the operation itfelf, againft

which no cautioner fkill in the operator can

be always fecure ; for the pain, and irritabili-
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ty of the part produced by incifion, will at

times occafiou violent inflammation and

fever ; and in feme conftitutions, a fpreading

phagedenic ulcer has been the confequence of

this artificial opening,

Veneral and fcrophulous abfcefles are par-

ticularlj liable to this calamity. The flightefl:

wound of the Ikin, even that occafioned by

phlebotomy, by inoculation for the fmall pox,

has been known, under fome circumftances,

to produce the moft fatal efFefts.

To fuffer matter, contained in abfceffes, to

difcharge itfelf Ipontaneoufly, feems to be

eonfentaneous to the ufual operation of nature

in curino; of diieafes of this kind. It is gene-

rally the moft eafy to the patient, and the

cure is more certainly and fpeedily effedted.

In this natural way, an unneceffary expofure

to air, of parts unaccuftomed to its influence,

is avoided; the contad of extraneous lub-

ftances, frequently applied to an irritable

and ulcerated furface, is entirely fuperfeded

;

^nd the whole fubfequent treatment of the

externa! aperture is confequently fimple

;
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and not liable to the various inconveniences

of a large fore, often tedious in being healed,

and always vexatious, and difguftful.

The opening of abfceffes of the breaft, ei-

ther by incifion, or by cauftic, is now

univerfally given up. Experience proves,

that, by fach operations, the procefs of the

difeafe, inafmuch as refpects its painful lymp-

toms, is not altered for the better, nor is the

final cure thus more Ipeedily accompliflied*

On the contrary, it is liable to be retarded

by fuch treatment ; for the artificial irritation

produced on the fkin, is fometimes the real

caufe of induration, and repeated fuppuration

in the gland, and not feldom occafions other

difagreeable fymptoms.

This manifeft improvement in the manage-

ment of abfceffes, is now generally adopted by

furgeons in this particular inftance, and the

propriety of the pradice is confirmed by the

refult of obfervations, naturally arifing from

the general fijccefs, which the poor experi-^

ence in this difeafe. They, from their habits

in life, are more fubje£l to it, than the rich.
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and in general re%n it to the operation of

unaflifted nature.

Venereal ablceffes of the groin may alfo be

left to the general efFe£l of mercury on the

conftitution, and their local treatment will be

rendered lefs complicated, when they are

fufFered to burft fpontaneoufly, without being

fubjeded to the knife, or cauftic. My own

experience, joined to that of furgeons of very

extenfive praftice and obfervation in venereal

complaints, juftifies me fiifficiently in faying,

that the ule of the knife, and the cauftic, in

all fuch cafes, is laid afide much to the advan-

tage of the patient. I have fcarcely feen a

phagedenic wound of the groin in the courfe

of my own practice, fince I have totally a-

voided opening inguinal abfceffes by cauftic,

or the knife ; and it feems both eafv, and eli-

gible to follow the fame method with refped

to abfceffes in general. Mammary, and

inguinal abfceffes are very frequent inftances

of this complaiHt ; and certainly, a fimplc

mode of managing them with great fuccefs,

may well be confidered, as eftablifhing no bad
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diredion for the treatment of abfcefles, in

other parts of the body.

It is not here, however, my intention to lay

down general rules concerning the opening of

abfcefles. What has been advanced on the fub-

jefl:, feemed to me neceflary, to illuftrate the

treatment I would recommend in the abfcefs

of the hip joint, by pointing out the inutility

of opening abfcefles in general by the knife,

or by caufl:ic, for the purpofe of difcharging

fluid, fuppofed to be injurious to the animal

oeconomy. Notwithfl:anding what has been

faid, I wifli not to be underfl:ood as if I meant

to contend, that no abfcefles are to be opened.

Opened, undoubtedly they muft be in very

many cafes ; and this, as well as other opera-

tions of furgery, muft and will continue to be

performed, till an eafier method be difcovered

of removing many of thofe difeafes, which

are the objefts of our art.

A coUedion of fluid, whether pus, mucus,

blood, water, or even air, contiguous to^

and prefling upon vital organs, a<aing as an

extraneous fubftance, irritating, or in what
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way foever Incommoding vital fun£Hons of

the body, muft be difcharged, as {bon as its

exiftetlce is afcertained, becaufe the furface,

on which it lies, may be covered with a

depofit of Goagulable lymph, or may be other-

wife in ilich a difeafed ftate, as to be rendered

Unfavourable, or even incapacitated for ab-

forbing the fluid. It may be, that time can-

iiot fafely be fpared to try the means, which

are known to facilitate fuch abforption, and

this circumftance muft always be duly attend-

ed to, when the extraneous matter preffes on

the lungs, brain, or any important part of

the animal machine.

This feems a fufficient reafon for difcharg-

ing the fluid, by an opening made by art. It

is by no means certain, that the abforption of

matter, or any fluid in fiich cafes, is the real

caufe of the evils fubfequent to a morbid

afFeftion of the vifcera. The conftitution

feems to fuiFer more from the difeafed ftate of

the particular part afFefted, than from the fluid

fecreted in confequence of fuch difeafe ; for it

is evident that large abforptions of matter,
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often takes place in fcrophulous, and other

abfcefTes, without injury in the conftitution.

There is however, another fet of abfceffes,

which are difficult to be managed. The

prefervation of life is not immediately

concerned in their event, but it is apparent,

that when the tumour burfts, the cavity

which contained the matter does not collapie,

and eafily unite, unlefs it be opened to fomc

extent. Thefe abfcefTes are often contigu-

ous to parts fubjed to continual irritation,

arifing from mufcular motion, the frequency

of which influences and keeps up a conftant,

excitement on the inflamed parts, and

thereby feems to promote a fecretion of

matter, which infinuates itfelf into the cel-

lular interftices of the mufcles, and prevents

the morbid parts from uniting. The ne-

ceflity of keeping in a quiet and relaxed ftate,

mufcles conne£ted with a difeafed part of the

•body, is known to every furgeon. Where

it is difficult to efFed this, the cure of inflam-

mations, abfcefTes, and wounds, becomes

very troublefbme, and very tedious.
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AbfcelTes in the neck, near the mufcles

concerned in deglutition, refpiration, or the

motion of the head ; thofe on the verge of

the anus, in the perinseum, in the axilla

;

thofe iituated on the outfide of the arm, near

the olecranon, and many others, daily evince

the truth of this obfervation.*

* In inflammations, abfceffes, and fiftulous openings near

the olecranon, the immediate good effecSl of relaxation 6f

luufcles is clearly evident. Nothing is more common, than

to fee an cxtenfive inflammation, and fuppuration take place

on the outfide of the arm, from a llight injury of the elbow ;

vvhilll the arm is kept in a bent poflure, the inflammntory dlf-

pofitionincreafes, copious difcharges of matter, or glairy fluid^

if the facculus mucofus is injured, flow from the external

wound. The probe, if thought proper to be ufed, would

readily pafs through flnufes downward to thewrifljbr upward

to the (boulder j but as foon as the pofition of the arm is al-

tered from flexion, to extenfion, and the limb is fteadily pre-

ferred in a flate of quietude in that form, the neceflity for

operation difappears. The inflammation fublides, the cavities

quickly coalefce, and every painful fymptom is removed,

whilft this Ample indication of nature is purfuedV'Gf keeping

in a relaxed and quiet fl-ate, parts affeded with difeafe.

In abcefles of the axilla, the good effe6l of Ample treat-

ment woald be very obvious. Whilft the arm is elqYa,ted

daily, or perhaps oftener, to infpecft the progrefs of the difeafe,

to apply fomentations, poultices, tents, or injedions, it is not

at all furprifing, that the action of the mufcles, fliould militate

againft the union of the cavity of the abfcefs. On the con-

trary, it is rather wonderful, that nature (hould under fuch

circumftances, ever accomplifli the unionof a iiftulous wound.
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There are likewdfe other circumftaiiceSj oc-

curring in particular parts of the body which

render it expedient to deviate from a general

rule of not opening abfcefies. Such are a re-

markable thicknefs of the integuments ; or

an intervention of fome ftrong fafcia, between

the external furface, and the colle6ted fluid ;

thefe circumftances happen in various parts of

The following cafe occurred to me of the fpontaneous unioa

of a deep-feated fiilulous fore in the axilla, which had relifled

long procefs of furgical treatment.

A, B. a gentleman of fixty years of age, valetudinary in

his conllitution, fubjed to pulmonary complaints, was, at the

approach of a very fevere winter, attacked with a feverifli in-

difpolition, which terminated in an abfcefs in the axilla. It

was flow and indolent in its progrefs, but at length it maturated,

and was opened freely by the knife 3 it continued to difcharge

for feveral months, finufes being continually formed, all of

which were opened ; the wound contraded finally to a fmall

aperture, leading into a finus, which extended far up under

the pe<5toral mufcle. The operation of opening, or countero-

pening was in this cafe impradticable ; irritating tents, the

fuWimate troches, and injedions of various kinds were ufed

to produce a coalefcence of the fiftula, but all proved ineffe£l-

ual. At length he had determined to content himfelf with his

misfortunes, but going out of town, he was overturned in a

carriage, and fufFered a compound frafture of the arm ; he

was then necefsarily confined to his bed, and the arm kept in

a perfeft ftate of quietude. At the end of fix weeks, he re-

covered from his fradure, and at the fame time, had the fatif-

fa^tion of finding the fiftulous fore in the axilla completely

united.
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the body, particularly on the fide of the head

near the temporal mnlcle, and in the upper

part of the head.

In other parts of the body, fuch as thofe

adjoining to the faccus lachrymaHs, the mea-

tus auditorius, the vagina, or the redum, the

formation of matter is attended with the in-

convenience of its being liable to burft in-

wardly into thofe cavities, fo as to produce a

fiftulous fore ; the neceffity of treating thefc

abfcefTes in fuch a manner as to prevent that

misfortune, feems unavoidable.
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SECT. IV,

On the Ahfcefs of the Hip Joint,

W ITH refpefl: to the opening of abfcefleSj

if it be not in general "ufeful or neceffary,

there arc certainly, reafons of ftrong, and pe-

culiar force, againfl: opening thofe which

communicate with joints. The authorities

of writers concur with the opinion of prac-

titioners, that no progrefs is made towards

cfFedling a cure, by opening an abfcefs, fubfe-

quent to a carious joint. So long as the

matter is contained within the capfular

ligament, fymptoms of general debility, ema-

ciation of the body, profufe weakening fweats,

and purgings, do not ufually come on with

great violence, or are often found capable of

being moderated, by the ufe of the means,

which the medical art affords. But if the
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matter be difcharged by an external opening,

made either by incifion, or cauftic, and parti-

cularly if that opening be large, or the dif-

eafed part irritated by tent, or feton, introduced

near the cavity of the joint, dangerous fymp-

toms come on with great rapidity, which

prove fatal to the exiftence of the patient, or

to the prefervation of the limb.

When an opening is made into a joint, on

account of glary fluid, or matter, formed

-and accumulated in its cavity, from a pre-

vious indifpofitioii of the cartilages or bones,

the immediate; efFefts produced by fuch an

t)peration, are increafe of pain, loofe fpon-

gy flefli ftarting out from the cavity of

the joint, copious and fetid difcharges of

matter, attended with fuch general fymp-

toms of debility, evidently proceeding from

an aggravation of local difeafe, as call in-

difpenfably, and quickly, for the decifive,

praftice of removing the limb, in order to

preferve life.

^^•But if a different mode of treatment be

purfued, if the pain be moderated by opiates.
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if the fluid be not difcharged by an external

opening, in fome inftances it has been known

to be abforbed during a patient attendance

upon the difeafe, and an anchylofis of the

joint has enfued. If the capfular hgament

and integuments give way fpontaneoufly, the

fluid thereby oozes out of a fmall aper-

ture ; the patient is not, in this cafe, fuddenly

cxhaufted by a copious and continued dif-

charge of matter ; and more time is gained

for experiencing the powers of nature, and

for adminiftering the remedies of art.

In theabfcefs of the hip joint, the expedient

of totally removing the difeafed part is out

of the quefl:ion. It is not worthy to be confi-

dered as a reforce for the cure of the difeafe ; retortcr^c

no prudent furgeon can even think of fuch an

operation ; a caries in the joint of the knee,

may bjs remedied by amputating above the

carious parts, and thereby extirpating entirely

the local difeafe. But the carious hip joint

admits of no fuch remedy ; the hardieft, and

moft enterprizing furgeon, who has ever



[ 114 ]

attempted the" removal of the whole lower

extremity, by amputating at the hip joint,

never aimed at more, than taking away the

difeafed head of the thigh bone, Gonfidering

the portions of carious bone remaining to be

finally thrown off by a procefs of nature.

When fo large a furface of the human

body is expofed by a furgical operation, which

may reafonably be fuppofed to have taken

place in a debilitated conftitution, a favour-

able termination can fcarcely be expected by

the mod fanguine, and overweening operator.

It muft likewife be confidered, that this fuc-

cefs, if it were even acquired, would be but a

maimed and imperfeft monument of our art.

Here I might fafely obferve, that there is great

probability in fuppofing that the caries begins

in the cotyloid cavity, as often as in the head

of the thigh bone. Certain it is, that in every

cafe of difeafe of the hip joint, which has ter-

minated fatally in the courfe of my obferva-

tions, I have always remarked that the os

innom-inatum has been afFeaed by the caries
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in a more exteiifive degree, than the thigh

bone itfelf.*

The records of furgery do not afford many

inftances of this very hazardous operation

having been performed for remedying the dif-

cafe of the hip joint. The only cafe f in my

recolIe<5lion ftrengthens the opinion which is

generally entertained, namely, that an am-

putation at the hip joint has but a partial

tendency towards removing the difeafe. In

this dreadful fituation, where the laft refource

of our art would fail, where the moft ad-

venturous furgery cannot remove the com-

plaint, the fimple energy of nature frequently

fupplies the deficiency, and only requires

the afliftance of medicine, to fupport the

conflitution during the tedious procefs of

convalefcence, reje£ling as it were, with hor-

ror, the adive aid of operative furgery, as

an exertion of (kill, fomething worfe than

oftentatious, and ufelefs.

* See plates III. IV. V. and VI.

f Ses Medical Commentaries, Vol, VI. p. 337.
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- When a caries of the joint has exifted for

a conliderable time, varying as has been

faid in length, with the different ftrength,

and habits of the patients, an external fup-

puration generally takes place in fome part

contiguous to the joint. It moil: frequently

happens below the great trochanter, ovef

the vaftus externus mufcle, fometimes in the

anterior part of the thigh, frequently on the

nates, or higher up in the loins, and often-

times in all thefe parts fuccefTively.

The progrefs of this fuppuration is gene-

rally attended with a (light tenfion, and fome

degree of tendernefs of the part, fenfibly

felt on preffure. It is not always accom-

panied with any great increafe of larnenefs

or general debility, with fliiverings, or

the ufual fymptoms of the formation of

matter. On the contrary, the painful fymp-

toms of the difeafe fometimes diminifh,

while the fuppuration is advancing, and

this is a circumftance, which often happens

when matter is formed upon difeafed bones

in other parts of the body. Meanwhile the
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patient is generally capable of ufing his ac-

cuftomed cxercife, and nmay often continue

(o do fo, although the abfcefs has formed a

very large, and prominent tumour, until the

moment arrives when it burfts.

This however is not the moft common

progrefs of the difeafe ; inflammation and

fever are frequently attendant on the lup-

puration. But however thefe fymptoms

vary in different patients, depending proba-

bly upon peculiarity in conftitution ; upon

the quantity of difeafed bone producing irri-

tation ; or upon fome other caufe not eafily

afcertained ; tet ftill the local treatment

in every cafe fliould be as fimple as poffi-

ble. There is no rational fyflem known,

which can point out the advantage to be

derived from an artificial opening made in

any way whatfoever, during this ftage of the

difeafe ; neither is there one cafe on re-

cord, where an aftlve employment of the

art of operative furgery has been found

materially ufcful in this period of the

complaint.
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Where the conftitution fufFers httle from

the fuppuration, internal medicuies are not

much wanted ; when painful fymptoms

arife from the difeafe, they are to be re-

lieved by fuch means, as the exigencies of

thefe fymptoms require. As the abfcefs

advances towards fuppuration, the minds,

both of the patient, and his friends, arc

often ralfed to a great pitch of anxiety, ex-

peding the termination of the diforder to be

fynchronous with the difcharge of matter

from the abfcefs. As this however cannot

be effefted, the period is arrived, when the

judgement and refolution of the furgeon

may be fliewn, in refitting the folicita-

tlons which are frequently made to him, to

difcharge the matter by operation.

It may feem a trifling variation of prac-

tice, to fuffer this matter to make its own

way gradually through the integuments, in-

ftead of feeming to affift it by making a

fmall pun dure with the lancet, or pencilling

the fkin with the lapis iafernalis ; but on the

minutiae, of pradice, fuccefs frequently de-
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pends. Whoever has attended to difeafed

joints, and bones, may have obferved that

the efforts of nature, towards the cure of a

difeafed bone, are more eafilv aflifted, and

proceed v^ith more certainty, where external

fuppuration has not been encouraged ; where

air is not admitted ; where general means

only have been ufed to fupport the confti-

tution, and the necefTary remedies have been

adopted, as iymptoms feem to require, to

counterad the particular caufe of the difeafed

bone, whether it be venereal, or ftrumous

taint, than in thofe cafes where a different

plan has been purfued, and large openings

have been made over the bones difeafed.

In the cure of incurvated fplne from caries,

if matter has not made its external appear-

ance, fo as to become of itfelfan objeft of

furgical treatment, the difficulty and the

hazard is comparatively fmall, and can in no

degree be eftimated with thofe dangers, which

attend the cafe, where it finally makes an

external appearance, under the form of a

vertebral, or pfoas ablcefs.
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Whoever is of opinion that the formation

of matter may fafely be confidered in this

difeafe, merely as an adventitious circumftance,

that it does not fpecifically add to the caries,

or do local injury to the parts, will naturally

be anxious to adopt a plan, which tends to

prevent, or at leaft to retard the neceffity of

an external opening. The rather, as the

important interval of time gained by this

delay, may be wifely, and beneficially em-

ployed, in invigorating the conftitution, and

thereby meliorating the ftate of the difeafe.

Whenever this external opening unfortu-

nately takes place, whether it be made by

art, or whether it be the gradual efFeft of

the integuments giving way from tenfion,

the probable confequences of the inftanta-

neous difcharge, are heftical fymptoms. If

thefe fymptoms come on, they may be con-

lidered as indications of the original difcafc

being in a ftate^ by no means leading to

cojivalefcence.

When the abfcefs burfts fpontaneoufly, the

opening, which is generally fmall, often
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clofes again for a few days, the matter

being entirely difcharged, or fome portion

of it remaining in the cavity. Either of thefe

circumflances may occur without injury to

the conftitution in general, or any aggra-

vation of the local difeafe. The abfcefs will

frequently continue in this way, colleffingj

and burfting, and the patient may ftill, for a

confiderable length of time, be favoured

with the enjoyment of very tolerable health.

But* if the tumour be opened even by a

Imall incifion, the cavity being inftantly, and

totally emptied, and an aperture left open,

through which the fluid finds a ready out-

let, as quickly as it is fecreted, a much greater

proftration of ftrength wilt probably enfue,

* As a farther illuftration, and confirmation of this very im-

portant fubje(5l, I fhall beg leave to quote the following paf-

lage, from Mons. Bazille's excellent paper in the Prix de

r academic de chirurgie. Sur les effets des centre coups en

divers parties du corps :
^^ Bnt it is necelTary to repeat, for it

*' is an inflru6tiye obfervation, that in lefs than three days,

" when thefe abfcefles have been largely opened, the matter,

** which, at the time of oper'ng, was always of a proper con-

** liftence, and perfedtly devoid of fmell, has become thin and

** very foetid. Perhaps^ by adopting the method I have pro-

*^ pofed v/ith refped to the time and manner of opening thofc

*' immenfe abfceffes (with a trocar, and very late in the difeafe
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than if the abfcefs had been fufFered to burft

in its natural courfe.

To fiipport properly the vital powers in all

ftrumous difeafes, not attended with local

inflammation, is allowed to be a rational

mode of cure^ for certainly, whatever has an

immediate tendency to produce debility, feems

likely to increale the difeafe. But the

opening of ftrumous abfcefles, connected

with difeafed joints, is known to produce

this efFeft almoft invariably, and ought,

therefore, on the foregoing principle, to be

carefully avoided in every poffible cafe.

When a large extenfive caries has taken

place in the hip joint, afFeding the head, and

neck of the thigh bone, and acetabulum,

** which are formed in confequence of violent contufions

** about the joint of the Hip, and by making the patient ab-

** ftain from all motion which might impede the operations of

** nature and thofe of art, the complete anchylofis of the ar-

" ticulating furfaces might be obtained, which, in the defpe-

** rate cafes we are fpeaking of, is the onlyfource we have to

" look up to. To what has been faid on this fubjeft I fhall

" add that it would be proper tc put the lower extremity and

* the trunk in fuch a polition, with refped to each other,

*' that after the formation of the anchylofis the latte-r fliould

•^ preferve as much as polTible a vertical direction with the

•« limb. E.
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of the ifchion, the principal hope of cure

feems to be the formation of an anchylofis

in the joint, fuppofing the upper extremity

of the bone not to have efcaped from the

cotyloid cavity, or that cavity not to be fo

much deftroycd, but that it may ftill admit

of an anchylofis.

In the circumftances, and on the fuppofi-

tion juft mentioned, anchylofis is the utmoft

the furgeon can hope for, and in this ftage of

the difeafe, the heft obje£l he can purfije^

uncomfortable and diftrefsful as it muft now

be to the feeling of the patient, and his friends

to learn, that the ultimal:e fuccefs he can now

look for, is the difmiffal of a lame, halting,

hopelefs objed from his care. Hard, very hard

it is, for all concerned, when, after an attend-

ance of three or four years, the furgeon cari

produce nothing better than fuch a difcredit*

able inftance of his art, being the only re-

fource, which nature affords in fo defperate a

fituation . The parts afFeded are not abfolute-

ly vital organs, but, from their fituation, are

nearly connedted with them; the danger of
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its immediate lofs being, in this deplorable

eafe, fo manifeftly imminent, the prefervation

of life obvioufly becomes the fole objeft tO/be

aimed at. If this cannot be attained without

lofs of parts, and their confequent motion,

the imperfection of the fcience of iurgery is

to be regretted, and no blame can properly be

attached to its profeffors*. Where impoffi-

bilities cannot be afFe£led, where bone and

cartilage abfolutely deftroyed, abforbed, and

annihilated as far as refpedls this part, cannot

by any art be reproduced, the prefervation

of life at any rate, and the prefervation of the

limb, as entire as poffible, are ftill very

important objefts, and well worth purfuing,

Efl quodam prodire tenus, li non datur ultra.

Towards the attainment of thefe ends, the

* Qiiam graviter illl laborent, qui initio articuii inflatlone,

dcin hiimore illo ftagnante afficiuntur, qui inflationera exci»

tar, et acris fa6lus, irritat, et corrodit internas deinde etiam

externas partes, norunt illi, qui per menfes, et annos, fedulo

oroni attentione talia deligaverunt ulcera, pedetentim enim ul-

cera ilia innumeros linus generant, quotidie infignem quanti-

tatem ichoris fandunt, crus atrophia afficiunt, deinde et totum

corpus, vel, erofo articuio inevitabilem, atque fimul in-

curabilem producunt anchylolin. Schwencke Hsetnatologiae

p. 21L
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fcience of medical furgery affords much

affiflaiice, but furgery ftriflly conlidered as a

manual art, is but of little fervice. The

opening of the abfcefs, and expofing the

difeafed joint in fome meafure to the influ-

ence of external air, may even from theory

be confidered, as having a tendency to increafe

the morbid affedion of the parts. It is cer-

tainly known, that in this complaint the cure

is not accelerated, equivalent to the hazard

incurred ; nor, perhaps, is there any advan-

tage derived from fuch an operation, in any

cafe of difeafed bones, excepting where the

carious bone can be totirely removed.

If it be faid, that an exfoliation takes place

much fooner, where the furface of the dif-

eafed bone is laid open, it ought to be recol-

lefled, that the expofure of the bone to air,

often creates the neceffity of this exfoliation.

But if its furface be not expofed to air,

experience proves, that a difeafed bone

alters to a healthy flate, and that even an

extenfive furface of bone fometimes re-

covers itfelf^ without apparent lofs of fub-^
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fiance, where the integuments have not been

opened. This is eminently confpicuous in

cnlargment of cyHndrical bones, from vene-

real, and fcrophulous atta£ls:"'' If fuch altera-

tions take place, as they certainly do, in the

interftices between joints, is it not proper,

indeed neceffary, in all abfceffes proceeding

from joints, particularly the hip joint, to adopt

fuch a pradlice as does not expofe to air

parts too nearly conneflied with the general

welfare of the human fyftem, to admit of large

exfoliations, or of any . treatment which

produces fuch long continued, and copious

difcharges of matter, as are the unavoidable

confequences of a free opening into thefe

cavities ?

The pra£lice of fufFering fuch abfceffes to

burfl fpontaneoufly, is not always fuccefsful, -

but inflances of fortunate terminations are

fufficiently frequent, to juflify an adhere-

ance to the pradice of forbearance. On the

other hand, the pra6lice of making a large

opening, either by incifion, by cauflic, or by

feton, into abfceffes communicating with ca-
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ries ofjoints, is, in almoft every inftance, well

known to be followed by a train of untoward,

and hopelefs fymptoms, which ufually termi-

nate in death.

Heftical fymptoms, it is admitted, will

fometimes enfue, after the ipontaneous burfl-

ing of an abfcefs from the hip joint, and

doubtlefs require the utmoft attention, and

affiftance. Colliquative fw eats, and purgings,

great emaciation, and almoft total proftration of

ftrength, frequently occur under the mildeft:

poffible treatment of the difeafe. Even when

the abfcefs has burft, tlie patient willlie fome-

times for months without the ability of affifting

himfelf, and fcarcely bear to be touched in bed,

without crying out in agony from the pain in

the joint. All this may be conlidered as a na-

tural confequence of the loofe and unconnec-

ted ftate of the carious bone, and of the irrita-

ble ftate of the flefliy parts furrounding it

;

neverthelefs, this moft unpromifing cafe

will often terminate fuccefsfully, if unne-

ceflary furgical operation be forborn, if unne^

ceflary motion in the limb be avoided, and if
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fuch medicines be adminlftered, as are of

fafFicIent efEcacy to counterafl: the moft ur-

gent fymptoms of danger : opiates to mitigate

pain, and the peruvian bark, adminiftered in

as large dofes as the ftomach will bear, have,

in many cafes which I have feen, been un-

queftionahly ferviceable.

To render this praftice fiiccefsful, a nutri-

tive diet and good air are elTentially requifite.

Patients labouring under this difeafe have

ufually ail inordinate defire for animal food,

which, within reafbnable bounds, may fafely

be indulged. In cafes of lumbar abfceffes,

and of abfcelTes from the hip joint difeafe,

I have invariably leen the good effeSs, arifing

from a change of the antiphlogiftic, to a cor-

dial plan of diet. Many of the objeds of this

complaint, exhaufted by a profufe, nofturnal

perfpiration, have in the morning been im-

portunate for refrefhments of the moft folid

nature. They have an eager craving for

ftrong foups, meat, porter, and wine, and

ficken at the offer of tea, barley water, and

weak diluting beverages ; fo far from denying
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thefe indulgencies, I have uniformly experi-

enced the advantage of complying with them.

The beneficial efFedls of good air, in every

period of this complaint, are known to all

praditioners. In the lefs dangerous attacks of

fcrophula, the difadvantage of living in large

cities, in crowded hofpitals, in narrow ftrc'^ts,

and in firjall, low, or damp houfes, is well

known, but in the hip joint difeafe the benefits

derived from a country air, and particularly

in an open fituation near the fea, are fo great,

that they feem to fixpercede, in a great mea-

fure, every other medical attention.

This fimple mode of treatment, in which

the principal points are, to avoid fiirgical

operations, and unneceffary motion, and to

procure, as much as poffible, an enjoyment of

good air, and nutritive diet, requires perhaps

no ftronger recommendation, than the reflec-

tion, that the method to which it is oppoled,

is uniformly unfuccefsful, whilft this more

eafy one, both for the patient, and the furgeon,

has the fuperior advantage of being lefs

K
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terrible to the feelings of the objeft principally

concerned.

It may not hov/ever be improper, in this

place, to call the attention of the practitioner

to fome faftSj which arife from the compari-

fon of this with other difeafes of bones, where

the fimple efforts of nature alone feem to be

more fuccefsful than the bed: performed

operations of art.

, A carious ftate of the vertebras is a com-

plaint known to be of the moft fatal ten-

dency ;
yet this difeafe, where external fuppu-

ration has not taken place, is by proper

treatment oftentimes cured. Where an ex-

ternal abfcefs has unfortunately happened,

either from the nature of the complaint, or

from the want of a judicious application of the

cauftic, in an early period, a fuccefsful termi-

nation is more likely to refult from fuch a

plan, as is here recommended, which imitates

the proceedings of nature in her cure of the

difeale, than from the method to which it is

oppofed, which waftes the powers of the

conftitution by large openings^ unavoidably
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produdive of copious difcharges of matter-

In many cafes of this kind, where I have

carefully obferved the progrefs of this lament-

able diforder, I have noted that, with very

little furgical treatment, and fcarcely any ma-

nual operation, but with the ftricleft attention

to a liberal and nutritive diet, with a free ufe

of the bark, as fymptoms feemed occaiionally

to require, the difeafe has been kept at bay in

many cafes, and^ in fome, has been abfolutely

removed ; the cure proving, fo far as I have

been able to colleft, permanent, for although

the incurvation remained, the patients have

continued well in other refpedls.

There is no circumftance better known in

furgery, nor any fa6l more worthy of atten-

tion, than the difference of fuccefs attending

the treatment of fra£lures, and diflocations,

which are called iimple, and thofe which are

commonly diftinguifhed by the denomina-

tions of compound fradures and diflocations.

Simple fradures, namely, thofe not accom-

panied with a wound penetrating to the

fradured bone^ with very few exceptions, are
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eafily cured, and bring equal credit to the

furgeon, and comfort to the patient. But the

cure of compound fraftures and diflocations,

particularly where they are thought neceflary

to be frequently opened, for the infpedion of

the furgeon, and for the application of plaifters,

poultices, and fomentations, becomes tedious,

and frequently hazardous. Inflammation,

fever, and fuppuration often enfue, the extre-

mities of the fraftured bone unite with

difficulty, the cure becomes ftubborn, the art

of furgery is depreciated, the patient's hope of

recovery fruftrated, by repeated fuppuration

from parts connefted with the injured bone,

much of life is loft, and perhaps the final

refource of amputation becomes, after all,

unavoidable.

A procefs, not altogether diffimilar, fome-

times takes place in difcafes of joints, and

particularly in that of the hip joint. To a

iimple fraclure of bone, may be compared

that kind of caries in the hip joint, which,

commencing in abrafion of the cartilages,

and terminating in azichylofis, proceeds in
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Its various ftages, without an external open-

ins: formed from the difeafed bone. Thous^h

the head and neck of the thigh bone, and

the cotyloid cavity, become in the progrefs of

the complaint, as it were, obliterated, and

an abforption of bony matter be daily going

on, a hS: clearly afcertained by the fhorten-

ing of the limb, though an anchylofis of

the joint take place, if the extremities of the

bones are in fuch a fituation, as to admit of

anchylofis, though a new pofition of parts

may enfue, and a long feries of years elapfe,

before a firm confolidation can be effefted

;

yet the rilk, as far as it concerns the life

of the patient, is almoft totally done away.*

The tedious interval is not marked by the

impending terror of death, the fymptoms of

he£tic fever, colliquative fweats, purgings,

and extreme weaknefs, which ufually precede

its fatal conclufion, when attended with ex-

ternal fuppuration, rarely in this fimple ftate

of the complaint, combine to embitter the

- See cafe XIV,
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many years of fufpenfe, which muft elaple,

before a perfect convalefcence can be ac-

complifhed.

* During this ftate of the difeafe, which

is a caries of the joint, proceeding to anchy-

lofis, without an external fuppuration, much

relief may occafionally be given to the pa-

tient by medicine, and by a regimen com-

prehending an attention to diet, air,xloathIng,

and every minute particular, which has a

tendency to countera£l caries, or a fcrophu-

lous dilpofition of the habit. Every circum-

ftance alfo, which is capable of exciting

inflammation, and fuppuration, in the pait

afFefted, muft be carefully attended to. Such

local exacerbation of the complaint, if likely

to take place, is to be obviated by topical

bleeding, with leeches, or cupping. Blifters,

or even an ifTue, may occafionally be nfed, as

fymptoms appear to require ; and in addition

. to thofe means, no plan can be more ftrongly

recommended, on every jufl principle, than

to take off, as much as poffible, the preflure

of the trunk from the difeafed joint. In this
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ftate of the difeafe, the fliortening of the

thigh bone, the deformed appearance of the

hip, manifeftly prove a caries of the joint, as

evidently as a caries of the vertebrae, or a

moUities offium, is demon ftrated by an incur-

vation of the fpine.

The utility of the machines contrived by

Vacher, for fiich diflortion, or incurvation of

the fpine, confifts in their power of fupport-

ing fome part of the weight of the head, fo

as to leflen its preffure on that chain of

bones, which is fuppofed to have undergone

a morbid aUeration ; for it is not clear that

any fpinal machines are capable of producing

an elongation of the vertebrae.

Reafon and experience fhew, that any

degree of violence applied to difeafed bones,

has a tendency to increafe the difeale. The

advantage of thefe machines however, if they

do but ferve to take off preffure, cannot be

doubted. Their aptitude for this purpofe, and

their acknowledged utility in the fupport of

the head, and the diminution of its preffure

on the trunk, are fadls deferving attention.
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It would be fortunate, if the knowledge

of thefe circumftances could fuggeft any

important mechanical improvement, calcu-

lated to produce the fame beneficial effefl: in

the hip difeafe ; as nothing can be clearer,

from natural, manifeft indications, than that

the patients mujft feel eafe, and advantage

from every expedient to prevent the weight

of the body, in any degree whatfoever, from

preffing on the joint, during the prevalence of

the difeafe, or whilft it is in a ftate of gradual

convalefcence.

Although, in every ftage of the cure, the

patient be well aflifted by tonic remedies,

as far as they refpefl: air, diet, and me-

dicine, except at thofe times when an inflam-

matory diathefis requires, and warrants a

deviation from fuch treatment; and although

every method be adopted to prevent, if

poffible, an external ilippuration, yet the

general plan of cure may be aided and

improved exceedingly, by a vigilant atten-

tion to every lenient device, which a per-

fect knowledge of the local nature :,f the
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difeafe, can fiiggeft to the ingenuity of the

fiirgeon.

When air, and exercife are recommended

to the patient, in order to improve, and to

maintain his general fyftem of health, it is fit,

and neceffary, that he be fupported with great

care and convenience on crutches. la this

ftate and period of the difeafe he muft not be

fuffercd to hobble v^ith a flick in one hand,

or to reft with any ftrefs on the toes of

the limb afFe£led. It is obvious, when a

fhortening of the limb has indubitably-

taken place, that no means have been hither-

to difcovered, which can reftore lofs of

fubftance in bones, and cartilages, and that

this (hortening of the limb does not de-

pend upon fpafm, and contradion of the

mufcles, therefore every attempt made to

procure its elongation, either by encouraging

the patient to ufe it without the ailiftance

of crutches, to truft to a ftick only in walk-

ing, or the addition of a leaden weight to the

fole of his (hoc, which is fometimes inju-

dicioufly made, muft neceffarily irritate the
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difeafe, and provoke an external fuppu ration,

an event which of all others ihould be prin-

cipally dreaded, and moft carefully guarded

againft.

The neceffity of conftantly poifing, and

properly fupporting the body on crutches,

cannot be too ftrongly enforced. If the

crutches be left ofF too fooQ, all is undone

;

whatever may have been gained will quickly

be loft, and a fatal termination of the difeafe

muft Ipeedily follow.

The unfeemlinefs of ufing thefe cumber-

ibme fupports operates ftrongly on the minds

of young patients, who are naturally defi-

rous of availing themfelves of the ufe of

their limbs, and are eager to get rid of the

marks of old age, and infirmity. Too of-

ten, to their future forrow, they throw

them away, or at leaft occafionally neg-

lect them^ before a firm and indiflblubre

tiniou |ias taken place between the thigh

bone and the os innominatum ; and the na-

tural confequence is, that frefli fuppurations

come on, from too heavy a prefllire on bones
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loofely connefled, or not completely an-

chylofed.

During every period of the complaint,

prior to a firm and complete union of the

bones, there is the greateft propriety, indeed

an indifpenfible neceffity, of fupporting the

body on crutches. Not only are fuppurations

brought on afrefh, by throwing crutches afide

too foon, or even by neglefting them occafi-

onally; but, moreover, by fuch overhafty,

and injudicious attempts to bear on the limb,

before the confolidation of the bone is efFefted,

irritation, and pain are neceflarily produced

in the dileafed hip ; and confequently the

patient, with a view of throwing a greater

proportion of the weight of the trunk on the

found limb, is naturally obliged to lean, and

bear on the oppofite fide. His doing of this,

very foon becomes a habit, which, in young

perfons, almoft invariably produces a diftor-

tion of the fpine, in a greater or lefTer

degree ; and this calamity adds confiderably

to the unhappinefs, and the deformity of

the fufFerer. There is, befides all this, a
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danger of occafioning, by fuch precipitate,

and indifcreet pradlice, or negleifl, a contrac-

tion of the fuperior aperture of the pelvis,*

from incurvation of the os facrum, a circum-

ftance very material, and peculiarly un-

fortunate to female patients.

Preflure, and mufcular motion operate

powerfully, and extenfively both in the pro-

grefs, and termination of difeafes of joints,

the pathology of which is difficult to be

explained, without a particular reference to

their local fituations. A caries of bone is

the fame^in every part of the body, whether

it be a difeafe in the bones of the toes, the

foot, the ankle, the knee, the hip, the ver-

tebra, the bones of the fingers, the wrift,

the elbow, or the fhoulder ; but the ter-

mination of caries is not equally difaftrous

in thofe feveral parts, all equally liable to

be afFefted by it, the event being influ-

enced varioufly by the particular fituation of

the bone.

* See plate V,

.
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In attending to difeafed joints, it may be

obferved, that the fame dlfeafc of white

fwelling, as it is commonly called, or ca-

ries, exifling in the extremities of bones,

forming joints, is not fo fatal in the upper, as

it is in the lower extremity. This difeafe

occurs in the elbow joint, and in the joint of

the wrift, as frequently as in that of the knee,

and in the ankle joint, but it is not attended

with equal danger, or fatality. It is well

known, that the amputation of the arm, is by

no means fo often performed as that of the

leg ; neither is it fo often necefTary to

amputate, for the fame complaint of the

elbow, or the wrift joint, as it is for that of

the knee, or the ankle joint. The true rea-

fons for this difference may probably appear,

.from confidering the fit nation, and the mo-

tion of the refpeftive parts, before mentioned,

although effedted with one, and the very

fame difeafe.

A patient applies for furgical affiftance, in

a cafe of ftrumous caries in the wrift, or el-

bow, the difeafe being clearly marked by en-
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largement of the joint, by violent pain, by

abrafion of cartilages, and wafting of the

limb, both above and below the difeafed part ;

fymptoms, which left to themfelves, are well

known to terminate fooner, or latter, in fup-

puration of the parts. Neverthelefs, the

pradice of furgery Ihevvs, that in the upper

extremity, the fuppurative progrefs is more

eafily checked by art ; and that the means,

even of curing the difeafe, are more fuccefs-

ful, than the very lame means are, when

employed in the cure of fimilar complaints of

the knee, and much more of the ankle.

Whence does this arife ? Or how it is to

be accounted for ? I think the caufe is to be

found in the fituation of the part, which is

not fo much expofed to irritation by preffure,

and more eafily admits of a ftate of quietude

favourable to the operation of remedies, whilft

at the fame time, the patient is capable ofufing

freely the requifite exercife fo condufive to

the fupport of his general health.

When the fame caufe of complaint exifts

in the ankle joints, even with a lefs degree of
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difeafe, there are but few who can, and fewer

who will, give to remedies their full proba-

bility of fuccefs, or to the parts afFeded their

faireft chance of recovery, by fubmitting to

that confinement, and continuance in a ftate

of reft, which is indifpenfibly neceffary to

promote the fanative operation ofthe one, and

the relief, and re-eftablifliment of the other.

It mio-ht perhaps be impoffible to have fuch

eafe as is requlfite, or a complete advantage of

reft and indulgence for the lower extremity,

confiftent with the loco-motive exercife, and

change of air, eftentially needful to preferve

the conftitution for a length of time in

fufficient vigour, to refift the ill efFedls of an

exifting fcrophulous caries, or of a bad difpofi--

tion of the part tainted with fcrophula, and

haftening to caries. It muft likewife be

remembered that the cure of difealed joints,

whether effedted by nature, in her procefs of

anchylofis, or accomplifhed by art, by its

means to preferve uninjured the cartilaginous

ends of the bones, is a very tedious operation,

and very liable to be interrupted by a variety
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of caufes, contingent, and very difficult to be

forefeen. If fach a difeafe of the ankle joint

proceeds to fuppu ration, and an external

wound enfues, it then becon:ies a maladj, to

be cured only by amputation ; for, the parts

being thus injured, experience fhews that the

difeafe would, if not prevented by amputation,

.prove fatal. When the cartilages of the

bones which form this joint are abraded, it

is difficult to conceive, that an anchylofis can

become fufficiently flrong to bear the weight

of the body, it would be Uable to be diftur-

bed, by the leaft attempt at aftive exertion,

nor does it feem probable, that the whole

-weight of the trunk could ever be per-

manently fupported on this joint, although

the bones were perfeftly united by anchylofis.

This opinion 1 have formd from a careful,

unprejudiced confideration of this difeafe, as

far as it refpefls the joint of the ankle ; for I

have never feen a firm and ufeful limb pre-

ferved, after a caries had once really taken

place in this joint ; nor after a difpofition to

caries in it, had clearly become manifeft.
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On the contrary I have always obferved, that

the cures boafted of in fuch cafes, whatever

reputation they may bring to the performers,

do Httle for the unhappy patients, ultimately

proving to be fuppofitious, and (hort lived.

The joint of the knee is alfo peculiarly

unfortunate, when it is attacked with this

difeafe ; inftances ^ however of fuccefsful

treatment occur much oftener than in the

ankle joint. When a ftrid adherence to reft

has been maintained for a confiderable length

of time, during the early period of the difeafe,

local applications have been manifeftly ufeful,

and the joint has been preferved entire.

In other cafes, where the caries has been

more advanced, an anchylofis has taken place

in the knee joint, between the condyles of the

thigh bone, and the upper end of the tibia ;

and if, during that procefs, the leg has been

kept extended, it has fbmetimes happened,

that the limb has been preferved in an ufeful

ftate*. But if it has been kept in a bent po«

L

* See cafe V/of white fwelling of the knee.
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fition, during the courfe of the cure, the

limb, although thus preferved^ cannot be of

much ufe ; and it would have been better,

for the general purpofes of life, if the patient

had fufFered an amputation, and availed him-

felf of the well-contrived, and commodious

llibftitutes, which ingenuity fupplies.

There is a wide difFerence when a caries

takes place in the wrift, or elbow joint ; for,

although an anchylofis fhould not quickly

form, the neceffity of amputating the upper

extremity does not certainly follow merely

from the joints being carious ; it being a

known fa6l, that this difeafe, particularly in

young fubjefts, often continues for a great

number of years, and produces repeated

fuppurations, without any very material injury

to the conftitntion, and yet a complete and

acknowledged caries may ultimately terminate

with the inconvenience only of a ftifF joint

;

and the limb itfelf even in a ftate of anohylofis,

may become very ufeful, provided it has been

kept in a proper pofition, during the formation

-"^f that union.
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The certainty of this faft is highly ufeful,

and it is of great importance to be generally

known by all praditioners in furgery, who

fhould be well apprifed, that a caries of a

joint is not of itfelf, acknowledged as an indif-

penfible reafon for the removal of the limb.

The energies of nature are often equal to the

correffion, and even the cure of fuch ftru-

mous difeafes ; and it will be found, that the

moll: unpromifing, and far-advanced cafes of

this kind often terminate fuccefsfully, without

^ny fuch operation. This is a fa£l well

known to, or boldly affumed by, irregular

praditioners of medicine, and furgery, who

avail themfelves of that dread of pain which

is infeparable from human nature, and

graft their own profits upon it, by cenfuring

and condemning indifcriminately, all painful

furgical operations in thefe diforders, craftily

leaving their difeafes to the powerful efforts of

nature, which often remedy them fpontane-

oufly without the intervention of art. Mean-

while they live by their enormous gains on

the ufelefs and trifling medicines they vend ;
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and, impudently impofing on the credulity

and weaknefs of mankind, and arrogatine to

themfelves the reputation of cures, which,

when not entirely efFedled by nature, are

fallacious and abortive, fcarcely outliving the

fhamelefs hand bills and produdlions which

announce them. So juft is the obfervation of

Mr. Pott on the pradice of empirics, refpeding

their treatment of the fiftula in ano, applicable

with equal propriety to their treatment of

maay other local complaints. ^' Regular

^*^ praclitioners are looking for what thefe

^^ people do, but overlook what they do

'' not do."' . -
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SECT. V.

Cafes of the Dfeafe of the Hip Joint, with

Obfervations.

Case L

Bifeafe of tfie Hip Joint in its early ftate j

cured by an Iffiie made by Caiiftic.

Mr. ASHFIELD, in Great St. Andrew's

Street, Seven Dials, on the 30th of Decem-

ber, 1789, delired me to vifit his ion, a

boy of eight years old, on account of .a

lamenefs, proceeding from a complaint in

the hip joint. The parents of the child

were apparently healthy, excepting that the

father was fubjeft to ulcerations of the eye-

lids. The boy was of a fair complexion,

and had enjoyed an uninterrupted ftate of
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health, till the laft fix months, when it was

obferved that he was very lame, and was

eafily tired in walking.

At the time I faw him, he was juft reco-

vering from a fever, for which he had been

attended by Mr. Jackfon, apothecary in Soho

fquare. The right leg was fwelled about the

ankle and the pain in that knee was fo violent,

that it could not be alleviated by opiates.

The thi2;h and leo; on the fame fide were

wafted ; and the affeded limb was found

to be half an inch lon2;er than the other.

The lymphatic glands in the groin were

enlarged, and he felt uneafinefs on pref-

fing round the hip joint. The general ftate

of his health was much affedled, he was

very weak, and finking under profufe and

colliquative fweats. The bark, which had

been veryjudiciou fly ordered for him, was con-

tinued, and the following day, I applied the

cauftic, rubbing it on the (kin, fo as to produce

an oval efchar, an inch in length, an half an

inch in breadth, behind the great trochanter

of the thigh bone. I faw the patient feveral
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times, during the firft fortnight after the

appKcationofthe cauftic, and had the pleafure

of obferving, that the local and general fymp-

toms of the difeafe began to give way.

On the l6th of January, 1790, the ifTue

difcharged freely, his ftrength and appetite

were returning, he flept during the whole

night, and the colliquative fweats were con-

liderably checked.

Feb. 9th, he continued gaining ftrength,

walked with a flick, but was very lame ;

his mother however thought, that he then

walked better than he had done for four

months, the pain in his knee was entirely

gone, and from this time, there was a vifible

alteration in every refpefl: for the better.

In the month of June, the parents fent

him to fchool, keeping the iffue open at the

fame time with great care.

Auguft 10th, the elongation was ffiU evi-

dent, but the boy was in every other refpefl:

well, and walked three or four miles a day.

December 7th, 1790, I found him in a

perfed flate of health, the limb was of the
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lame length as the other, and the emaciation

of the thigh and of the calf of the leg,

was no longer perceptible ; he kept three peas

in the iflue, and went to fchool at fome dif-

tance from London, ufing the fame exercile

as the other boys.

Odober the 9th, 1792, the iffue was dried

up, and the boy remained quite well.

Case IL

Difeafe of the Hip 'Joints cured by ofi Iffue

made by caitftic.

Abraham Lewis, a boy of feven years

old, was recommended to the VVeflminfter

General Difpenfary, September 16th 1790.

He was of a pale complexion, and appeared

greatly emaciated ; not having been able to

get out of bed for the lafl three weeks, with-

out r.ffiftance, and after being taken from the

bed, he could not walk for the firft hour.
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By walking, he Ibori became tired, was fre-

quently Ileeplefs during the whole night, and

cried out inceffantly from pain in' his right

thigh, and knee. The thigh and leg were

wafted confiderably, the lymphatic glands

in the groin were fwelled, and he felt much

difficulty in moving the limb. On meafur-

ing the two lower extremities, the difeafed

one was found to be half an inch longer

than the other. It was very manifeft, that

he could not fupport the trunk equally on

both the lower extremities, for, in attempting

to ftand in an eredl polition, the body was

inclined to the left fide, and principally fup-

ported by the left leg, which was in a firm,

and rigid ftate of extenfion, whilft the right

knee was bent, and partially relaxed.

On the 1 7th of September, I applied the

cauftic, in the manner defcribed in the fore-

going cafe. On the £2d, I faw the patient

again, and was informed that the pain in the

knee was leftened, and that his health was

fomewhat mended.

On the 30th, he was much ftronsfer, walk-



[ 154 ]

iiig without any affiftance, and the iffuc diU

charged freelj. On the 18th of Oftober, he

was free from pain, his health was much

better, and from that time he continued

mending vifibly in every relpeft.

He kept the iflue^ open for two years, its

furface being frequently fprinkled with pow-

dered cantharides, but no other external ap-

plications were ufed to the part, nor any

internal medicines given, excepting fmall

dofes of powdered jalap, to keep his bowels

open. On the I8th of Oflober, 1793, I faw

this patient, in the enjoyment of perfe£l

health.

Case III.

Difeafe of the Hip Joint aitended with an ex-

ternalfuppuration^ and terminating in An-

chylojis of the Joint.

On the 28th of September, 1785, a gentle-

man from Great Marlow in Buckingham-
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fhire, called on me to fee his daughter,

who had a violent pain and fweUing from

the hip joint. The limb was contra6ted, and

wafted ; fhe complained much of frequent

pains in the knee ; fhe was eleven years

of age, apparently healthy in every re{pe(3:,

but what proceeded from the efFe6ls of the

local difeafe. She had no dilpofition to

pulmonary complaints, no fcrophulous en-

largement of the extremities of bones, nor

any other fymptom, which indicated a ftru-

mous conftitution.

The cauftic was applied in the ufual man-

ner ; a fuppuration however from the joint

foon followed, but was not attended with any

dangerous fymptoms. The abfcefs was fuf-

fered to burft fpontaneoufly, and continued

difcbarging near two years, when the fiftu-

lous fore healed, without any particular treat-

ment. I did not fee this patient above three

or four times, but the relult of the cafe was,

that (he kept the iffue open for feveral years.

At the prefent period, 0£lober 1792, fhe is

grown a tall, healthy woman, free from any
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inconvenience, but what arifes from the limb

afFe£led, being about half an inch fhorter than

the other.

Case IV.

Difeafe of the Hip Joint cured hy Anchylojis^

during the ufeof the Caujiic,

John Wilson, fon of Mr. Wilfon, No. 5,

Gibfon's Court, Maiybone Street, St. James,

was brought to me, in the year 1778, at the

age of foui" years, labouring under the fymp-

toms of the difeafe of the hip joint, with an

emaciated and elongated limb, pain in the

knee and hip, with the general indications of

a debilitated habit of body. I recommended

the ufe of the warm bath, which was con-

tinued a long time, without any permanent

benefit, although it produced a temporary

alleviation of the painful lymptoms. Elec-

tricity was llkewife ufed, and repeated blifters
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were afterwards applied to the hip, without

any real advantage.

In 1781, three years after his firft appli-

cation, large dofes of laudanum hardly pro-

duced a temporary fufpenfion of the pain, and

his general health became daily worfe. I

then made a large iffue by cauftic on the hip
;

and the pain gradually diminifhed after this

application. He began to walk on crutches

within a few months, and the iffue was kept

open five years with great perfeverance, till

at length he recovered with a ftiffjoint.

On the 30th of Odtober, 1792, the joint

feemed perfe£lly anchylofed ; be walks now

feveral miles in the day, goes through the

daily laborious occupation of a carpenter, and

I obferve that in raifing the difeafed thigh,

and in walking, the motion evidently appears

to arife from the whole column of the verte-

brae, moving as it were, on the axis of the

found joint.
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Cases V. and VL

Injiances of the Difeafe of tlie Hip Joints iii

which the Cau/iic was applied with apparent

benefit^ and an external Suppuration enfued

upon drying up the Iffiie.

J. Shaw, eight years of age, was brought

to me, in February 1789, by his father, Mr.

Shaw, Ironmonger, in Moor Street, St.

Ann's, Soho, for a complaint in the hip joint,

which (hewed itfelf by an elongation^ and

wafting of the limb, a flatnefs of tlie nates on

the affedled fide, pain in the knee, and general

fymptoms of debility. The patient was

evidently of a ftrumous habit, pale, and ema-

ciated, with glandular fwellings in the neck,

which had fuppurated.

The particulars of his difeafe, whic]^ came

to my knowledge, were, that in the pre«-

ceding year he had the fmall pox, which left

him in a weak ftate of health. His pa-
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rents fent him to the country for his recovery,

where he fell from a hay-rick, and foon after

the accident was obferved to walk very

lame.

The difeafe being evident, I applied the

cauftic in the ufual way, a fmall diftance from

the great trochanter ; he was quickly relieved

from fome of the moft painful fymptoms

of the complaint, and afterwards improved

in his health. The iffue was kept open for

fome time, difcbarging freely. His parents

however, anxious for a recovery more fpee-

dy than what I could promife, took him

to a profefTor of animal magnetifm, at

Hammerfmith, by whofe advice, the iffue

was healed, and he was diredled to bathe

the part afFedled with milk and water.

I did not fee this patient again, for five

months, when he was brought to me, with

a large abfcefs, which extended from the os

facrum, to the upper part of the thigh.

This fuppuration, I was informed, had taken

place about two months after the iffae w^as

dried up. I advifed him to fuffer the
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abfdefs to burft Ipontaneoufly, to take the

Peruvian bark, and to fupport him with good

nutritive diet.

His progrefs to convalefcence was very

flow, the abfcefs difcharging from feveral

finuous ulcers for more than two years. At

this time, he is perfeflily recovered with

an anchylofed joint, and walks without

crutches, on a high-heeled fhoe, refting prin-

cipally on his toes. In progreffion, and in

raifing the limb, there is an evident motion

in the lumbar vertebrae ; his fcrophulous

fymptoms have all difappeared ; and he feems

likely to overcome every fymptom of debility

in his habit.

Ann Refcoria, daughter of Mr. Refcorla,

taylor, in Charlotte Street, Portland Place,

vv^as brought to the Weftminfter General Dif-

penfary, when fhe was five years of age,

for a lamenefs in the right leg and thigh, fhe

was of a fair complexion, and light hair,

had been fubjedl to fore eyes, and eruptions

on the head, which came on foon after the
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mcafles. She fuff^red exceedingly from the-

pain in her knee ; the leg and thigh were

emaciated, and the general ftate of her health

was confiderably afFedled.

I made an iffue with the lapis infernalis,

in the ufual place, its immediate good efFe6ls

were foon obvious from the amendment of

her health, and the cefTation of the painful

local lymptoms. This wound was kept open

for three months, at the end of which time

{he was fent to the fea ; the peas were then

difcontinued, and the iiTue healed.

I faw her immediately on her return, when

there was evidently an abfcefs formed in the

hip. This fuppurated, and burft fpontane-

oufly, difcharging for a long time, without

injury to her conftitution. The joint is

'anchylofed, (he walks refting on her toes,

but is otherwife perfedly welL

M
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Cases VIL and VIII.

Two Cafes of Difeafe of the Hip Joints occurs

ring in thefame Family.

The following inftances of difeafe of the

hip joint were obvioufly the fame, but the

mode of treatment was different. In the

firft the moft adive means were ufed to refift

the progrefs of an external fuppuration, and

the event was fuccefsful. The fecond cafe

was left entirely to nature, and the refult was

unfortunate. They were both feen, in the

progrefs of the complaint, by Mr. Hodges,

apothecary in Margaret Street, and were

occafionally vifited by me.

A boy of fourteen months old, received a

fall, which did not appear at firft to produce

any important confequences. At the time

when he might naturally have been expedled

to have walked alone, a lamenefs was ob-

fcrved, and he was committed to the care
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of furgeons of eminence, the means ufed

for his relief, were leeches applied to the hip,

repeated blifters, and an iiTue made by cauftic.

An external fuppuration however enfued, and

the 'ocv 2:radinllv recovered with the difad*

vanra^:e of a iliortencd limb, and an anchylofed

joint. At this tim-c, he is fourteen years of

age, he has been well for feveral years^ walks

without a ftick, refting principally on his

toes, he rides on horfeback, and is in perfeft

health. It is obfervable in this cafe, that^

when in progreffion, he puts forward the

fhortened limb, the motion evidently origi-

nates from the lumbar vertebrae, which, a$

he walks, are raifed forward, to give a pro-

greffive motion to the anchylofed limb.

I was called upon to fee the brother of

this young gentleman, five years of age, with

every fymptom of a rapid advancement of

caries in the hip joint. He was pale and

languid, the limb was wafted, and elongat^d^

and the pain in the knee violent. I recom-

mended thofe means, which had been fuc-
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cefsful in the former cafe, but was not for-

tunate enough to prevail on the parents to

^dopt my opinion. They feemed to impute

the fhortening of the Umb in the former cafe,

to the remedies employed, rather than to the

deftruilive nature of the difeafe. I faw this

patient, eight months after, and found that

a fuppuration had taken place, under which

the child languiflied for feveral years, and

4ied.

Case IX.

An Abfcefs of the Hip Joints terminating in

Anchylojis,

The cafe reprefentcd in the fourth plate,

was or>ej3f the firft, which occurred in my
pradice. I did not fee the patient, during

the firft attack of the complaint, but was fent

for, upon; a -fuppuration taking place in the

hip ; he .was twelve years of age, and had

beea m other refpefts healthy. The difeafe
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was managed in a very fimple manner, the

fuppuration repeatedly bur ft ; he was much

reduced in his general ftate of health, afn^

received great benefit from tlie peruvian bark.

He recovered from the complaint, with a

ftifFjoint, and died three years after, from the

confluent fmall pox. I obtained permiffiou

to open the body, and preferved the anchylo-

fed joint.

The aiichylofis ofjoints is often confidered

to be a difeafe of itfelf, although it will be

found more geiierally to be a natural and

beneficial ternlination of caries, excepting iti

thofe cafes, where it is occafioned by ftrong

contraftion of mufcles, without any previous

indifpofition of the bones.

Anchylofis is however lefs frequently pro-

duced by mufcular fpafm, and contra£lion,

than by coalefcence of ulcerated furfaces of

cartilages and bones, and this is an union

which it would be abfurd to counteraft, as it

i'S indifpenfably neceffary, in many cafes, to

the prefervation of the limb affedled, and



[ 166 ]

in the abfcefs of the hip joint, it is the only

means of preferving life. In the incurvated

carious fpine, the cure is performed by anchy-

lofis ; the cure alfo of carious joints in the

upper extremity, and in other parts, is fre-

quently effeded in this mode without any

affiftance from art.

In all fucb cafes, a great degree of precifion

is necefTary, in order to afcertain, in the firft

inftance, whether the joint has fufFered that

degree of abrafion, which muft finally prove

fatal to Its motion. If fuch an event has de-

cidedly taken place, a very particular ma-

nagemeDt of the difeafed joint fliauld be

purfued. Nature muft be left undifturbed,

by ofHcious, and ufelefs interpofitions, and

much of the formidable apparatus of furgery

fhouM be omitted,

A cautious pracftice fhould take place with

refped to fomentations, poultices, frequeot

dreflings of the wound, preffing out the

matter from the ftftulous finufes, and the

examination of them by the probe. Above

all, particular care fhould be taken not to rub
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againft each other the abraded furfaces of the

difeafed bones, in order to afcertain to our

own minds, or to demonftrate to the convic-

tion of others, the exiftence of caries with a

worfe than idle attention to attempt the

prefervation of motion, when it is perhaps

impoffible, even to try the experiment, with-

out the deftruition of Hfe.

All flich treatment as I have here men-

tioned fliould be forborne and difcarded, as

tending to fruftrate the beft and only means,

by which the condition of the parts can be

improved, I wi(h I could fay, that I had feea

but a fingle inftance of the neceffity of

annpiitation produced by rough, and injudici-

ous handling of difeafed joints. In the early

attacks of fcrophulous caries, frequent, or

violent motion, is likely to caufe abrafion of

the internal furface ofjoints ; and in the more

advanced ftages, when abrafion has adually

taken place, it neceffarily excites fuppuration,

and thereby prevents anchylofis.
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Case X.

The cafe reprefented in vhe fifth plate, is

fuch as frequently occurs. I have no account

of its particulars, having met with the bones

accidentally. It (hews the head and neck of

the thigh bone partially deftroyed, and the-

cotyloid cavity quite obliterated ; and alfo

manifefts the precarious and infecure connexi-

on, which thefe bones are liable to form from

difeafe. Confequently it prefents to the eye of

an attentive obferver, the caufe of the weak

and paralytic ftatc of the limb, which fome-

times remains, when the dangerous fymptoms

of the difeafe are paffed over, differing widely

from the firm anchylofis, exhibited in the

fourth plate. It fhews alfo a lateral incurva-

tion of the lower part of the fpine, and con-

traftion of the fuperior aperture of the pelvis,

loth of which circumftances were probably-

brought on, by the weight of the trunk

bearkig unequally on the os facrum.
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Case XI.

Injiance of Caries of the Hip Joint, folloxved

by large Suppurations ^ finally terminating

in an unchylofed Joint,

James Middleton, at No. 14, Little

Ruffell Street, Bloomfbury, a boy of a

fair complexion-, and light hair,, born of

healthy parents, in the fifth year of his age,

Eaet with a flight accident, which was not

much attended to, till he was obferved to

walk lamel /^Various means were adopted

for his relief, and amongfl others, he had

a fmall ifliie made by cauftic, in the upper

part of his thigh, which contained only

three peas. ~

When I firfl: faw him, feven months after-

wards, there was a large abfcefs formed, ex-

tending from the os facrum behind, to the

trochanter major, the limb was Shortened,

and emaciated, and his general health
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was very much afFe6led. The abfcefs fooii

after burft, and he was confined to his

bed, from weaknefs apparently produced by

the copious difcharges of matter, from re-

peated fuppurations, which continued fuc-

ceffively for eighteen months. During this

time, he was the moft emaciated object I ever

faw, the pain in the hip being fo exceffivc,

that it was fcarcfe poffible to move him ia the

bed. His diet was animal food, ftrong broths,

and porter, all of which he eagerly folicited \

he received much benefit from the peruvian

bark, of which he took large quantities in

powder; at length he begaln to recover,

the difcharge of matter deereafed, the pain

abated, and he became capable of being

moved in the bed with lefs pain. He has

fince regained his general . health, and walks

with the affiftance of a high-heeled fhoe, and

a crutch flick ; the joint of the thigh is an-

chylofed ; and as he walks, the progreffive

motion is evidently produced, by a flexion of

the inferior vertebrae of the back, and the

fuperior lumbar vertebrae ; thefe feem to bend
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forward in walking, and to carry with them

the OS innominatum, and the thigh, which

are now clearly in a ftate of coalefcence.

On the 2d of March 1793, this boy fell

down, and broke the thigh bone, two inches

below the trochanter. The anchylofed joint

was not injured, or in the leaft affected by

the accident, from which he perfeftly reco-

vered in the ufual time.

Case XII.

Difeafe of the Hip Joint, where the Symp"

toms difappeared without any external appli-

cationf or the ufe of any internal Medicines

,

J. Neild, fon of Mr. Neild, apothecary

in Short's Gardens, St. Giles's, was, without

any previous indilpofition, attacked with

lamenefs in the right leg ; he was of a fair

complexion, fix years of age, and apparently

healthy. The limb was elongated, and was-

ted, he walked very lame, had confiderable
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pain in his knee, and thigh, and fufFered a

little from genercl iridifpofition. No kind of

medical, or furgical treatment was employed,

his general ftate of health after improving,

without the ufe of internal medicine, or ex-

ternal application. I faw him frequently

during the continuance of his complaint,

from which he is now recovered. The limb

is fhortened, the trochanter is very promi-

nent, he halts a little in walking, but has

not undergone any of the dangerous, and

painful fj^mptoms, vyhich are ufually fubfe-

quent to this attack.

Case XIII.

An Abfcefs from Caries of the Hip Joint

y

where the wound healed without any diffi-

culty ; the Patierit remaining in good healthy

with the Inconvenience only of a Stiff Joint.

Thomas Hodgkinson, a boy of eight

years of age, was recommended to the Weft-
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minfter General Difpenfary on the 9th of

November, 1790. He had had the fmall pox

four years before, and foon after, without any

previous accident, he was obferved to walk

lamely, and uiideadlly ; he afterwards com-

plained of violent pain in his knee, and the

limb became elongated. When I firft faw

this patient, there was a large fuppuration

formed on the outfide of his thigh, although

he was in other refpedts perfectly well, and

free from any fymptom of general debility ;

the abfcefs foon after burft, and healed in a

few' months. He has fince continued in good

health, the joint is anchylofed, and the limb

is fomewhat fhortened. He walks without

a ftick all the day long.
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Case XIV.

A difccj/ed Hip Joint , terminating in Contrac-

tion of the Limb, and Anchylojis of the

Jointt without an external Suppuration.

, The following cafe was feen, and princi-

pally attended to, by Mr. Woan, furgeon, in.

Mortinier ftreet.

Mafter W-- , born of healthy parents,

a.lively boy, of fair complexion^ was in the

fpll enjoyment of his health until the age of

four years, when he had a fever, and after-

wards the hooping cough, from which reco-

vering flowly, he was fent to Brighthelmftonc

for the benefit of the fea air, and returned

perfedly recovered. In the winter of 1789,

he received a fall when Hiding on ice, but did

not feem to be materially hurt by it, for he

walked home, and in the afternoon, walked

again the dLftaiice of half ^ mile to his fchooL
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He did not complain niuch at that time, but

a few weeks afterwards he was attacked by the;

meafles, and foon after his recovery from that

difeafe began to limp, difcovering fome of the

firft fymptoms of difeafed hip joint, namely,

an elongation of the limb, a pain in his knee,

wearinefs, and fbme degree of general debi-

lity. In the fummer of 1790, he was again

fent to the fea fide, and bathed for four

months ; he returned from the fea bathing,

with the difeafe going on its ufual way, the

thigh bone lliortening, great pain in the hip

and knee, with a total inability of fetting his

foot on the ground.

Topical bleeding by leeches, and a repeated

application of bliflers, prevented an external

fuppuration, which was rapidly advancing.

This young gentleman had a very troublefome

enlargement of the tonfils, which occalioned

a deafnefs, an uneafy refpiration, and fome

difficulty in deglution. Thefe circurriflances

induced his parents to fend him once more to

the fea fide, from which he returned, without

any confiderable advantage to the difeafe of
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reduced, and confequently his refpi ration was

become eafier, and the difficulty in fwarttow-

ing removed. They now determined to reft

his cure entirely, on ftri£l attention to his

general health, to forward which they put

him to fchool in a healthy fituation near

London, with the ftrifteft injun£lions^ to

fupport himfelf thoroughly on- his crutches,

and to bear as little as poffible on the difeafed

limb. .

On the 29th of January, 1794, he is daily

mending in his health, he ftands erefl: on his

crutches, grows taller, and the anchylofis of

the joint feems nearly perfeft. He can fupport

himfelf, refting his weight on the found limb,

and on the toes of the other. When he

walks, the progreffive motion of the trunk

feems to be effeded by a flexion of the whole

body upon the thigh joint of the found < fide,

aided by a greater degree of motion in the

lower vertebrae than ufually takes place in

fubje£ls free from this complaint.
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Case XV.

The following 'Caie of difeafe of the hip

joint is not yet completely cured, but I

thought it deferved particular notice, as it is .

the only one, which was occurred to mCj -^^
where a fuppuration took place^ and the

matter afterwards difappeared, during the

ufe of an iflTue made by cauftic, and a great

degree of reft*, which became unavoidable

from the extreme weaknefs of the patient,

aiid an abfolute inability of motion in the

part affeSled.

J. Rand, a pale, emaciated boy of feven

* In Mr. Jiiflamond*s works, p. 125, a remarkable cafe

is related of a difeafe of the lumbar vertcbrce, in confequence

of which, an abfcefs formed in the groin, under Poupart*s

ligament. This tumour continued of a large lize for four

months, and then gradually difappeared without any furgical

treatment
J the patient was confined to his bed for twelve

months, and at the end of that time recovered perfectly.
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years of age, was recommended to the Weft-

minfter General Difpenfary, in April I79S,

for the difeafe of the hip joint. His general

ftate of health was very indifferent, and he

complained of great pain in his knee, thigh,

and hip : the limb was fhortened, and coti*

traded upward to the abdomen. On the

outfide of the thigh, over the vaftus ex-.

ternus mufcle, there was a fweillng whieb

evidently etotained a fluid, the tumour was

not however very prominent j nor painful to

ihe touch.

Notwithftanding the little chance of fuc-

cefs likely to be derived from the ufe of

the cauftic in this cafe, I applied it .in the

ufual manner, and his mother kept the iflue

open with great perfcverance ;> the boy, how-

ever,grev/ worfe in his general ftate of health;.

the limb became more Ihortened. He; wa*

Confined entirely to his bed for the whole

fummer, labouring under the moft profufc

perfpirations, frequent purgings, arid' extreme

debility. In this ftate he was nouriftied

with ftrqng ibups, meat, and porter, for all
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of which he was frequently calling * and bark

and opiates were alfo of great advantage

to him.

At length, when he began to regain ibme

ftrength, and by degrees to turn in the bed,

I had the pleafure of finding the colledlion

of fluid entirely abforbed. The limb now

grows ftronger, he can put his toes to the

ground, and in moving his body, the dif-

eafed joint, by the affiftance of his handj

moves with it. Symptoms of amendment

continue daily, but ftill the event of the

cafe may be confidered as precarious, for the

anchylofis is by no means completely formed.

The patient is highly fcrophulous, he lives in

a clofe, damp apartment, and the approaching

winter may probably excite the ftrumous dia-

thefis in the habit, and confequently exafpe-

rate the local complaint.

Nov. 1, 1793.

After having enumerated feveral cafes,

where the event was not wholly unfavour-

able, it is but fair to acknowledge, that I
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have feen inftances of this difeafe, which

have terminated fatally, where the cauftic

had been applied. But this has happened,

for the moft part, if not always, where the

application was deferred until the limb was

fliortened, and contradled, and an external

fuppuration was evidently approaching, be-

fore the cauftic was applied. I have alfo

feen fome cafes, where the abfcefs has been

fufFered to burft fpontaneoufly, and where a

cautious management of the difeafe has

been in a great degree adopted, yet the pa-

tient has finally fallen a vidim to the violence

of the diforder.

But, among all fuch inftances, I do not

r€Colle<3: a iingle one, where fome confide-

rable error had not taken place in the ma-

nagement of the cafe, with refpedl to medi-

cine, diet, or exercife. The unfortunate iffue

might ftill be fairly afcribed to the patient's

having unavoidably been fubjeded to a clofe,

and confined fituation, where the advantages

of a healthy atmofphere, and a free circulation

ef good ^Ir^ the moft eftential requiiites to



[ 181 ]

recovery, were totally wanting. In one cafe,

to which I particularly attended, the patient

was highly fcrophulous, and for two years

before his death, was lodged in a cold and

damp fubterraneous apartment. Another

unfortunate cafe was the fubjedt of the narra-

tive immediately following.

Case XVI.

Fatal Inftance of Caries of the Hip Joint.

Anthony Myhill, eleven years of age,

was recommended to the Weftminfter Ge-

neral Difpenfary. His parents were both

apparently healthy, and he had not been fub-

jeft to any particular complaint till he was

eight years of age, when he was fuppofed

to be affefted by worms. I was informed

that in the year 1 790 he loft the ufe of one

of the lower extremities for fome weeks,

which he afterwards recovered, as I was told^

by means of eleAricity,
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When I firft faw him, the limb was wafted,

and beginning to iliorten, he felt great pain ia

the hip joint, and was unable to walk. I

made a hrge iffue with the cauftic, and law

him feveral times afterwards, when he ap-

peared to be much relieved from pain. Never-

thelefs a fuppu ration enfued, and he lay

for many months an emaciated objeft; it

being with great difficulty that he could be

moved from the bed. At length he died,

^nd I was defired to examine the body.

The fixth plate fhews the morbid ftate of

the bones in this fubjedl s the head and great

part of the neck of the thigh bone were obli-

terated ; the cotyloid cavity was thoroughly

difeafed, the caries extending from thence,

to the OS pubis, ifchion, and even to the

fpme of the os ilium. I found, when it

was too late, that for feveral months prcr

vious to his death, he had been lodged in a

cold, and damp place, in Lambeth Marfh,

^nd that his parents had been perluaded to

keep him to a low diet, principally of milk

and vegetables, although he was calling per-

petually for animal food and pprter.
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-"•rfi rijfw Jam 3/1

Case XVIL

'Difeafe of the Hip Joint, lohere^ the Anchy^

lofis being difturbed by external Injury, a

Suppuration in the Joint came on, whichJbon

/^om^JAtal,

On the I4th of December, lys I, I ex-

5imined the hip of— Roberts, a boy

twelve years old „: who died the preceding

day, in confequence of a fever, apparently

produced by a fall, which he had received a

fortnight before.

\ had feen him feveral times in the courfe

of the two preceding years, with the ufual

fymptoms of elongation of the hmb, and

the pain in his knee. For fome time before,

the limb appeared to be contraded, and an

anchylofis feemed to be formmg in the joint,

his general health was mended, and he was

daily fent to a fchool in the neighbourhood,
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where he met with the accident. I faw him

a few days before he died ; there was a ten-

fion upon the integuments of the difeafed.

part, but no apparent flafluation of matter.

I obtained leave to examine the oody, and in

cutting into the joint, there were two large

{poonfuls of matter difcharged from the co-

tyloid cavity, the head of the thigh bone

was entirely wafted, the cavity of the joint

was carious, and filled up with fungous flefh,

intermixed with bony matter.

The foregoing cafe naturally proves the

neceffity of uiing the greateft degree of cau-

tion, in the management of patients whilft

an anchylods of the joint is forming, and par^

ticularly of guarding, as much as po/Tible,

againft every fituation, and circumftance

likely to expofe the limb to injury, before a

firm union has eiFeSually taken place.
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Case XVIIL

Ati Injiance of Caries in the Hip Joint, ivhich

after eighteen years continuance provedfatal

y

from the Patient's Irregularity of Living,

and from his laying afde his Crutches

before an Anchylojis was perfectlyformed,

^ G--— 5 a flrong and healthy looking

young man, twenty years of age, confulted

me, on account of a finuous fore in the hip.

The particulars of his cafe were, that in

his infancy, his hip was faid to be diflocated

by accident. Frooa that time however, he

had been fubjedl to fuppurations about the hip

joint, which had frequently given him much

trouble, although they had always finally

healed, with the inconvenience only, of a

,fmall fiftulous fore. He had conflantly wal-

ked with crutches till within the laft year,

when he left them off, and attempted to

walk with a flick.
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The motives for his confulting me pro-

ceeded from the hmb becoming weaker, the

difcharo;e from the fore increafino;, and his

general health being confiderably impaired.

I foon convinced him of the impropriety of

laying afide his crutches, the weight of the

trunk, whidh was confiderable, as the patient

was inclined to corpulency, preffed too much

on the difeafed joint. He therefore refumed

his crutches, ufed fea bathing, and in three

months was much recovered. In the courfe

of the two following years, this unfortunate

young man contra£led a habit of drinking

ipirituous liquors, the difeafe of the hip joint

was again troublefome, and at lail; proved

fatal.

The reflexions which this cafe fuggefts,

are obvious, and manifeft the great danger of

preflTure on the joint, before the anchylofis is

completely formed. This cafe evinces alfo the

dreadful confequences of an improper mode

of living, under the predominant influence of

a ftrumous afFcdlon. The difeafe in the

above inftance, as in many others, might
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probably have terminated favourably, for the

patient was in poffeffion of youth, and ftrong

ftamina of conftitution in refpedl to his vital

organs, but unhappily contrafted the deftruc-

tlve habit of drinking fpirits. This pernici-

ous cuftom appears in fome conftitutions to

produce a ftrumous habit, and feldom fails of

rendering fatal many ftrumous difeafes, which

otherwife might be palliated, or even cured

effeilually.

Case XIX

A Cafe of Caries in the Hip Joini, during the

progrefs of zvhich, the Patient died of a

Hydrocephalus internus.

Richard Pullen was recommended at

the age of two years, as a patient to the

Weftrpinfter, General Difpenfary. He was

of a fair complexion, born of healthy parents,

remarkably ftrong in the firft year of his life,

fo as to walk alone in the eleventh month.
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At the time I ilwv him, he had been lame for

four months, the iamene{s having proceeded

from the fmall pox. The difeafed hmb was

vinbly fhorter than the other, as he laid upon

his belly, the thigh could not be drawn

backwards without great pain ; the hip

was fweiled, and projedled outwards, the

integuments appearing rather tenfe on the

outfide of the thigh^ near the great tro«

chanter ; and he had, moreover, a difficulty

in voiding his urine, which was fometimes

purulent.*

I made an iffue by cauftic, in the ufual

place, not however, entertaining great hopes

of relieving him. He was however, eafier for

fome time, but in the courfe of three months

* The difcharge of pus or mucus with the urine, is not an

unufual occurrence, nor always an unfavourable one. Hip-

pocrates coniidered it as a very probable fymptom of recovery,

»* Praedid." Lib. il. vSecl. vii. Van der Haar, in th^ elTay

before mentioned, gives fome very interefting and fuccefsful

cafes, wherein this circumllance took place. Sometimes,

however, in the latter ftages of the difeafe, a communication is

opened between the bladder and the difeafed parts, and the

fappuration of the joint is difcharged with rhe urine; but,

this is a very different cafe, and always a fatal one, at lead it

}i3s been fo in two inftances which I have feen. E.
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an abfcefs formed, and burft. He was fup»

ported by proper diet, and bark, and appeared

to be gaining ftrength, when he was attack-

ed with reftleffnefs, and vomiting, fucceeded

by conftipation of the bowels, dilated pupils,

convulfion, and ftupor, fymptoms clearly

fhewing a hydrocephalus internus, which foon

after proved fatal to him.

I opened him, and found three ouiKes of

water in the ventricles of the brain, the

futures of the Ikull not being clofed. With

regard to the hip joint, the cartilage of the

thigh bone was abraded, the cotyloid cavity

Confiderably difeafed, that part where the

ligamentum teres is attached, being almoft

corroded through the fubftance of the bone.

In another part of the cavity, nearer the fora-

men, the head of the thigh bone feemed to be

in a procefs of uniting itfelf to the acetabu-

lum coxendicis, where an ufeful anchylofis

might probably have been formed, if the child

had furvived the hydrocephalus.
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Case XX.

The following narrative is taken from that

valuable colledion of Greek furgery, publifh-

ed at Florence in 1754-5 by Antonius Coc-

chius. It is extrafted from a note, wherein

the editor remarks upon a paflage of Afcle-

piade's, in order to fhew the attention of that

celebrated phyfician to difeafes in general, and

particularly to the complaint of the hip joint.

Afclepiades, who appears to have written

fome commentaries on the works of Hippo-

Crates, which are now almoft totally loft,

fays, '' That he had met with two patients,

** labouriilg under this difeafe. one of whom
** was a native of Paris, vAio had neither

*^ been thrown down, nor bruifed, yet the

** difeafe beginning with a pain in the lower

** extremity, he was confined to his bed for

^' three months, the head of the thigh bone

*^ being finally thrown out of its proper fitu-.

'' ation.



[ 191 ]

^he other cafe which occurred to him,

was that of a player, to whom the fame cir-

cumftaiice happened, the head of the thigh

bone being removed*from the cavity of the

joint, without external violence.

Cocchius fays, *' Thefe cafes of difeafe of

the hip joint being very rare, it fhews, that

Afclepiades employed himfelf for a long time^

in vifiting patients. I had once, fays he, ^n

opportunity in the year^ 1745, of opening a

mail who died of the hip difeafe, in whom

the head of the thigh bone was removed

from its proper fituation. The name of the

patient, who was a fervant of rtiine, was

DomimcO Palatio, his right leg had been

weaker than the other from his influicy, and

feemed longer, fo that in walking he appeared

t6 go rather lame.

When he was thirty-three years of age, he

fell from his horfe, and his right thigh was

crufhed upon th'e ground, but not fo much

hurt, as to prevent him from finifhing a

journey of two days on horfeback. He re-

mained \^ell for two months, but having
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another journey to perform in the month of

January, he was fuddenly feized with a

violent pahi, from the hip to the fole of his

foot, as he got off from his horfe, and walked

in heavy boots. This pain gave way in

fome meafure, but never entirely left the

joint of the hip ; he went through his ufual

bnfinefs in the day, without much inconve-

nience, but towards the evening, the pain

and weaknefs returned ; fo that at the end of

the month, he could neither walk, nor ftand.

When he was in a horizontal pofition, there

appeared no fweUing; but upon attempting

to raife his thigh, he was inftantly feized

with an acute pain in the hip. The difeafed

limb, was now an inch longer than the other,

the thigh was wafted^ and he had no power

of raifing it, although the rotatory motion

of the limb ftill remained.

A flow fever foon came on, attended with

an atrophy of the whole body, and at the end

of a month, a large tumour fhewed itfelf on

the outfide of the thigh, below the great

trochanter, not painfjl to the touch, but
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evidently containing a fluid. This tumour

maturated flowly, although proper applicati-

ons were ufed to haften its fuppuration. In

the latter end of April, it was opened by

incifion, and a fmall quantity of thin inodo-

dorous matter was difcharged. The wound

was fomented, and otherwife attended to for

a long time, and fometimes appeared clean

and healthy, at other times foul and putrid.

At the lame time, he feemed to raife his

leg with more facility, but foon after, a fever

came on, attended with fhiverings, and a

confiderable fwelling took place on the hip,

and in the groin. The foot alfo fwelled, the

leg became incapable of motion, and from

being: longer than the found one, it was

now fhorten A quantity of matter iflued

from the wound which dimini(hed the tu-

mour, and a globular hard fubftance was

perceived in the groin, which was conjec-

tured to be the head of the thigh bone.

Matter continued difcharging daily, either

fpontaneoufly, or from preflure; at length

o
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it leflened in quantity, the ulcer became

white and dry, the patient funk under ex-

treme weaknefs, and at laft died from a

flight inflammation in the lungs.

The diifedion of the body exhibited to

view a quantity of matter, which filled up

the interfaces of the redlus, and vaftus ex-

ternus mufcles, from the hip downward to

the knee. The pofterior mufcles, p^rti-

cularly the gluteus maximus, where it is

connefted with the thigh bone, the glu-

taeus medius, and minimus, and all the

flelhy fubftancc from the fpine of the ilium

backward, behind the trochanter major, were

afFe(3:ed by the difeafe, a few mufcular fibrcs^

alone remaining, fo that the furface of the

OS ilium was entirely expofed, and appa-

rently corroded. The head of the thigh

bone, removed from its focket, lay inward,

on the upper edge of the cotyloid cavity,

held in that fituation, by its connexion with

the pfoas, and iliacus internus mufcle, the

capfular ligament of the joint, and the round

ligament werg ruptured, aqd difolved into
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matter, the cartilage of the head of the thigh

bone, and that of the acetabulum, were cor-

roded, and the bony furfaces were rough

from caries. From all thefe circumftances it

appeared, that the difeafe originated in the

cavity of the joint, that an abfcefs formed in

that part, either from inflammation proceed-

ing from external injury, or from the parts

being from a previous fcrophulous taint, pre-

difpofed to this difeafe."

This cafe of Cocchius, fhews an inftance

of the ^hip difeafe, which frequently occurs.

It holds out a proper caution to patients,

who are predifpofed to this complaint by a

ftrumous habit, to avoid fuch fituations as

may expofe them to external accidents, and

confcquently to an aggravation of the dif-

eafe. It alfo (hews, like many other cafes

which are recorded, the fatality of the com-

plaint, when an external abfcefs takes place,

and particularly, if that abfcefs is. made the

obje£l of furgical operation.
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The foregoing cafes of the difeafe of the

bip joint, were principally feledled from the

great variety, prefented for admiflion at th#

Weftminfter General Difpenfary. It would

have been eafy to have added many more,

as patients lobouring under this diforder,

apply in great numbers, to inftitutions of a

fimilar nature to that, with which I was for

many years connefted. They are in a great

meafure excluded from hofpitals, both on

account of the length of time, which their

cures require, and likewife from the indif-

penfable neceifity of having as good air, as the

metropolis affords, to cooperate with, and

facilitate the means ufed for their recovery.

Jt has been my ftudy; not to obtrude a multi-

plicity of cafes, refemblrng each other in their

leading circumftances. Thofe which are ftated

haye been felefted with a view of fhewing

the origin, progrefi, and termination of the

complaint ; its general effeds when left to the

powders of nature alone ; and the beneficial

fpnfequences, likely to refult froni the efforts
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of medical and furgical aid> feafonably admi-

niflered.

I flatter myfelf, that an attempt to explain

the pathology of a difeafe, in the treatment of

which I have been long converfant^ will

neither be coniidered as prefuniptuous, nor

condemned as unfervicable* At all Events

an endeavour to draw the attention of furgeons

to a fubjedl fo important, and engage them to

the confideration of the various means ufed

for the relief of a diforder, fo frequent in its

occurrence, and fo pregnant with dangerous

confequences, cannot be deemed an under-

taking ufelefs in its tendency, however de-

fedive it may be in its execution. It (hall

certainly be my future fiudy, to avail myfelf

of every opportunity which rriay occur of

rendering thefe obfervations lefs imperfeft.

But the difeafe itfelf is fo protradted in its

duration, and complicated with fuch a variety

of weighty circumftances, all demanding the

ferious notice and mature confideration of an

attentive pradlitioner, that it perhaps requires

more time, and greater experience to elucidate
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the fubjed fully, than can fall to the fhare of

any one individual.

It would be very defirable to know, what

are the fymptoms which indicate fuch a

happy termination of the difeafe, without the

interference of art, as has been defcribed in

the twelfth cafe.

It would be alfb very fortunate, if an uni-

form mode of praftice could be afcertained, fo

as to prevent, invariably, the calamity of an

external fuppuration, proceeding from caries,

or from a ftrumous afFeftion of the joint.

To find out, with certainty, the remote

caufe of this difeafe, is an obje£l of rational

and ufeful inquiry, as there is not, in the

whole circle of human maladies, any one,

with refpefl to which there is a greater

neceffity of applying the wife and falutary

mode recommended in the Latin proverb,

Venienti occurrite morbo.

Above all, it would be of the greateft con-

feqiience, by the help of frequent diffedlions,

to fix upon true principles, the morbid ana-

tomy of the hip joint, as well as that of every
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Other joint, in its earlieft ftate of difeafe#

Opportunities of inveftigation can happen but

feldom ; it is the duty therefore of every

furgeon to avail himfelf of all thofe which

offer. It is the misfortune of mankind, that

pradlice i»s too often founded upon a vague

and uncertain defcription of difeafes, whilft

labour, attention, and perfeverance, mi^ht

have introduced precifion, and certainty.
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SECT. VL

Remarks on White Swellings of the Knee, and

on the Caries of the Joint of the Wriji, with

Cafes ; to xohich is annexed, a Cafe of Incur"

vation^ and Caries qf the Spine*

Ohfervations on the Ufe of Caujiics, in White

Swellings of the Knee,

W HEN a remedy has been experienced to

be produftive of good efFedls in any one

difeafe of dangerous tendency, it becomes the

duty of the praftitioner, to apply it to thofe

which feem to be of a fimilar nature, and

efpecially to fuch, as have hitherto refilled

the ufual means of reUef. The white fvvel-

ling--of the knee is a complaint, fimilar to

the carious incurvation of the ^ine, and to
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the caries of the hip joint. If its progrefs be

fometimes different, and if its fatality be

occaiionally more obvious ; although at other

times, it may feem to yield more readily to

the methods adopted for its cure, the reafoix

for fuch a diveriity in its progrefs, and event,

will probably be found in circumftances at-

tending its local fituation, and not in the

original nature and caufe of the complaint.

The praflice of the Greek furgeons, for

this difeafe of the knee joint, was to make

topical iflues by the aftual cautery, and fince

experience has fully fliewn the propriety of

the revival of that practice for the relief of

the carious fpine, under the form of a po-

tential cautery^ carious joints in all parts of/

the body, and particularly that of the knee,

have been again fub]e£led to this treatment.

It is well known now, however, that the

application has not been 'equally fortunate in

ailments of the knee joint, and an eminent

phyfician has imputed this failure, and want

of fimilar fuccefs, to the diftance of the part
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afFe£led, from the center of the circula-

tion*.

In a paper, pubhfhed in the Medical Fadts,

Vol. IV. p. 1585 the failure feems to be more

eafily and better explained, by ftating the

difficulty of applying the cauftic near enough

to the difeafed part. Proceeding on this

opinion, the author diredls the application

of the cauftic to be made on the integuments,

covering the external condyle of the thigh

bone, as being moft contiguous to the parts

afFefled with difeafe. The refult of this

praftice is communicated in three cafes, and,

although they were not all finally fuccefsful,

fo as to reftore the limb to a perfe£l convalef-

cence, they ferve, neverthelefs, to fhew the

advantage of topical iffues, and particularly

manifeft the propriety of ufing them as near

as poffible to the feat of the difeafe.

I have for many years applied cauftics, both

above and below the internal condyle of the

thigh bone, for white fwellings of the knee,

* See Vol. lU. of Mr. Earle's edition of Mr. Pott's

works, p. 498.
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with various fuccefs. I have remarked that

where this plan difappointed my hopes, and

where a fuppuration of the joint took place,

notwithflanding this mode of treatment, that

the inflammation in almoft every cafe arole,

and that the m.atter coUeded, generally

made its way outwards, on the external fide

of the knee. Obferving this fadl repeatedly,

I was led to conceive, that the cauftic

in the manner I ufed it, checked the progrefs

of the difeafe as far as it had influence^

but that its influence was not fufficiently

powerful to pervade the whole cavity of

the joint.

Since the publication of Mr. Crowther's

paper, I have, in a bad cafe of white fwel-

ling of the knee, made two large efchars,

above and below the external condyles of

the thigh bone, in addition to two others,

which I had before made v^ith the lapis in-

fernalis, on the iniide of the joint. The pa-

tient foon felt a fulpenfioii of pain, and fome

abatement of the fwelling, from this appli-
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cation.; and the progrefs of cure appears to be

going on favourably.

It may be apprehended, that there are

other very material circumftances, which

operate to the difadvantage of this remedy,

when apphed to the caries of the knee, or

of the ankle joint. The circumftances I here*

allude to, are, the preiTure which the difeafed

part receives from the weight of the trunk

;

and the mufcular motion to which it is natu-

rally liable, and which it unneceflarily receives,

from the exertions of the patient. To thefe

caufes principally, in addition to what Mr,

Crowther has fuggefted, may be afcribed much

of the frequent ill fuccefs which attends the

treatment of difeafed joints, in the lower

extremities.

Notwithftanding thefe objedions to its ufe,

the application of cauftics, in white fwel-

lings of the knee, is found to be a remedy

of great efHcacy. In many cafes, it claims

a decided preference to blifters, irritating

plaifters, or finapifms, the furgeon being

enabled at the lame time that he is purfuing
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a rational plan in ufing cauftics, to employ

alfo other efficacious means. He is not

precluded from availing himfelf, of the ufe

of topical bleeding by leeches, of fridions

of mercurial ointment, of fomentations of fea

water, or of the folution of M ammoniac, of

the plaifter of gum ammoniacum, and fquills,

or even of blifters.

The cafes of white fwelling of the knee,

in which I have found the application of

cauftics completely fuccefsful, have been

thofe which are defcribed by Mr. Bell, as

rheumatic white fwellings, where there has

been little, or no fluftuation of fluid in the

cavity of the joint, and no difcoloration of

the integuments but where an enlargement

of the knee has taken place, attended with

great pain in moving the part-, and fometimes

a total inability of motion.

In fuch cafes, patients have often previoufly

complained of weaknefs, and pain in the joint,

which has probably fubfifted for a long time,

coming on at intervals, increafed by fudden

changes of the weather, and aggravated by
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flight external accidents, but thefe fyniptoms

having been confidered as rheumatic, have not

been much attended to.

In fuch cafes, particularly in adult fubjeds,

when the difeafe has increafed, foas to require

furglcal afliftance, copious and repeated bleed-

ings by leeches, and the applicarion of

cauftics, have feldom failed to produce a

complete cure. But when the patient was

very young, and of a fcrophulous habit, or

when the accumulation of fluid in the joint,

whether matter, or glary fluid, was confider-

able ; or when the patient, perverfely, or in-

difcreetly accuftomed himfelf to move the

limb, in order to prevent a ftifFnefs, or

contra6lion of the joint, I have feldom feen

more than temporary relief procured by this,

or indeed by any other method of treatment.

Such cafes have finally terminated, either in a

contraded, anchylofed joint ; or fymptoms

have come 'on, which have produced the

unhappy alternative of refigning the limb

by amputation, or of giving up every hope of

preferving life.
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The period of life moft favourable for the

treatment of the white fwelling of the knee,

has been, as far as I have obferved, in a mid-

die ftate, from twenty to forty-five years of

age. In very young children, a carious ftate

of the bones which form this joint, too often

terminates unfaccefsfully. The difturbance,

to which the parts are liable from their

natural reftlefsnefs, or from the frequent

motion to which, at their early age, they

are fubjeded by the officioufnefs of their

attendants, occafions more irritation to the

part afreded than adults are likely to receive,

who are eafily perdiaded to adopt a ftate

of quietude for the benefit of the difeafed

limb. In very old fubjefts, the circulation

is too languid to admit of much hope of

fuccefs ; and in women, during a ftate of

pregnancy, or of la£lation, the procefs of

cure goes on very unfavourably.
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Case I.

A White Swelling of the Knee cured by Iffues

made by Caujtic,

In May 1787, John Hennis, thirty-four

years of age, a tall thin man, of a fallow

complexion, with dark hair, and black eyes,

naturally fubjeft to a winter cough, was re-

commended to the Weftminfter General

Difpenfary, for a ftrumous enlargement of

the teftis, for which he underwent the opera-

tion of extirpating the difeafed part. A fort-

night afterwards, he complained of uneafmefs

in his right knee, which was found to be

fwelled, and painful, particularly on the infide

ofthe patella ; the leg and thigh were foon

after wafted, and the knee was ftrongly

contrafted, with a total inability of extending

the joint, or of moving it, without the utmoft:

pain.
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For a few days, I ordered it to be fomen-

tedf and poulticed, but feeing no profpeft

of amendment, I proceded to the topical

application of leeches, which were repeat-

edly put on to the number of forty, and I

afterwards bliftered the whole knee three

times. Thefe means proving alfo inefFedlual,

I rubbed the lapis infernalis half an inch

above, and half an inch below the joint, on

its internal part, fo as to produce on efchar ;

on the removal of which there were two

large iffues capable of holding ten peas. It

was remarkable, that this man felt an imme-

diate fufpenfion of pain, from the application of

the cauftics. After the firfl: night, he flept

well without laudanum, although, during fe-

veral preceding nights, the pain had been lb

cxceffive, that it could not be palliated by-

opiates. Six months elapfed before he was

perfedly well. He has preferved the ufe of

his limb, fo as to purilie his bufinefs at this

time as a brewer's fervant ; the iffues were

kept open for eighteen months, and during
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that period, he felt Inconvenience whenever

they were neglefted.

In the year 1791, the man applied again

for affiftance, for a chain of diftafed glands

in his neck, which extended from ear to ear.

Thefe fwellings after a long time fuppurated,

and he recovered alfo from this ftrumous

attack. On the 19th of March 179^, I faw

him again, and found that he remained per-

fedly well.

Cases II. III. and IV.

Three Injlances of White Swellings of the Knee

Joint, cured hy IJJues made by Caufiic^ and

by repeated Bleedings with Leeches.

In the month of June, 1791, I was defired

to vifit Mrs. Squires, wife of Mr. Squires,

wine merchant, in Catherine Street, near the

Strand. She was thirty years of age, of a

pale, unhealthy afpeft, but had enjoyed a

tolerable ftate of health, till flie was attacked

with a violent pain in her knee, in the pre-
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ceding month of February. This pain had

continued increafing, and when I favv her,

the leg and thigh were emaciated, the knee

was fwelled, exceedingly painful, and con-

traded fo much, that it was impracticable

to extend it, without giving her the moft

exquifite pain. She had applied a variety of

fomentations, and poultices to the part, and

ufed many internal medicines, without any

benefit ; the only refource, which ihe found

for alleviating the pain, was in large dofes

of laudanum. The limb could not be mo-

ved in the bed, nor could fhe bear the prellure

of the bed cloaths on the part ; there was

however no fluctuation of fluid in the joint.

1 ordered twelve leeches to be immediately

applied to the knee ; thefe were repeated in

a few days, and afterwards a large blifter

was laid over the whole difeafed part. This

mode of treatment was continued for three

weeks, during which ^ time there was but

little remlffion of the fymptoms ; her knee

remained exceedingly painful, and fhe could

not be removed from the bed. The quan-
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tity of laudanum, however, had been

diminifhed. A plainer, compofed of gum

ammoniacum and the vinegar of fquills, as

recommended by Dr. Svvedia?'', was next

applied to the knee ; this was renewed

feveral times, and the compofition made as

ftimulating as poffible by the addition of

powdered fquills ; it gave much local irritation,

but the knee remained equally painful, fwel-

led, and contrailed.

Two large ifTues were then made above,

and below the knee, by penciling the inte-

guments with the lapis infernalis ; I called

upon her in a few days after, and found her

eafier. She was now dire(5led to keep a

pillow under the knee, and to extend it as

much as poffible, without ufmg violence.

The iflues foon difcharged freely, and their

furfaces were frequently fprinkled with pow-

dered cantharides.

I attended her for four months, and had

the pleafure of feeing her perfedlly recovered.

During the time of my attendance, upwards

of five hundred leeches were applied to the
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knee, and to the dlfcharge of bloody procured

by them, fhe attributed her recovery. When-

ever fhe felt any increafe of pain, recourfe

v^as had to this mode of bleeding, which

always relieved her. The iffues, were kept

open for a year afterward ; in December,

1752, they were dried up ; 'fhe has now the

perfe£l ufe of her joint, and is able to walk

feveral miles in the courfe of the day.

Mrs. Roffe, wife of Mr. Roffe, timber

merchant, in Princefs Street, St. Ann's,

Soho, had for fome years been fubjedl to a

pain in the knee, which was increafed on

every change of the weather, after under-

going any uncommon fatigue, or meeting

with any accidental fall, to which the weak-

nefs of the joint made her very liable. She

fent for me in December, 1791? at which

time, the complaint was growing much-

worfe, fhe could not fland on the limb, it

was extremely painful, much contradcd,

and every effort to extend it, produced a

confiderable increafe of pain. The limb was

wafled both above and below the part affec-
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ted, but her health in other refpefls was

perfedly good.

I ordered the part to be bled with leeches,

afterwards a ftrong folution of fal ammoniac

was applied to it ; this treatment was conti-

nued for feveral days, without any vifible figii

of amendment ; and repeated blifters were

alfo employed without any advantage. I

then made two iffues, as in the foregoing

cafe, the good efFeds of which were quickly

obvious, from the remiffion of the pain, and

,from the power of extending the Hmb being

reftored to her. She had more than fe\'enty

leeches applied to the knee, recovered entire-

ly in three months ; and is at this time

perfedly well, but ftill keeps one of the iffues

open.

In this cafe, as well as in the preceding

one, very little medicine was given ; the

former patient was of a debilitated habit,

and reaped great advantage from preparations

of bark. The laft mentioned patient was

of a full, plethoric conftitution, and the

cure was promoted by a low regimen of
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diet, and the occafional ufe of aperient

medicines.

On the 19th of March, 1790, Mary Cuf-

ter at No. 20, .St. Alban's Street, Pall Mall,

forty-two years of age, was recommended

as a patient to the Weftminfter General

Difpenfary. I was informed that flie had

been confined to her bed for four weeks, on

account of a painful fwelling of the knee

joint, which had been confidered as rheuma-

tic, and that leeches, and cataplafms, had

been repeatedly applied to it. I found that

her general health had been always perfeflly

good, but that for fome time paft fhe had

been fubjedl to a weaknefs in this joint.

This laft attack had come 0:1 fuddenly,

after fome fatigue in her bufinefs, which

was that of a, laundrefs. The knee was con-

fiderably fwelled, and fo irritable, that it

could not be moved from the pofition in

which It lay, without the utmoft pain, nor

could (he fufFer the w^eight of the bed cloaths

to prefs upon it. If it was attempted to be
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raifed in the moft gentle manner by the heel,

the pain was infufFerable ; the (kin appeared

fhining, and tenfe on the knee, and the limb

was wafted, both above and below the

joint. »

I dire£led ten leeches to- be inftantly ap-

plied, to the moft painful part of the joint,

and the following day it was covered with a

large blifter. This plan of topical bleeding

and bliftering was continued for two months,

during which time, feventy leeches and fix

blifters had been applied, at the end of that

period, I found the pain of the joint was

greatly removed. The knee, however, re-

mained fwelled, and was totally incapable of

jnotion. On the 24th of May the cauftics

were applied as in the foregoing cafes ; in

three davs ftie could move the limb with

fome eafe, and from that time, a favour-

able alteration was evident.

In the middle of June, (he could put her

leg, and foot to the ground, and could bend,

and extend the joint with great facility. She

kept feven peas in each ilTue, but as the
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joint became ftronger, fhe gradually lefTen-

ed the number of the peas. On the ift of

Auguft, 1792, this patient called upon me,

and faid her knee was perfedly well, that

fhe could walk feveral miles in the day,

without inconvenience, and that flic kept

the lower iffue open with three peas only.

No internal medicines were ufed in this cafe,

excepting, occafionally, a folution of common

purging falts.

Case V.

An Injiance of Caries of the knee Joint, cured

byAnchylojis , the Limb, during the Progrefs

oj the Cure, being carefully kept in an ex-

tended Pojition-

Mrs. Morton, at No. 138, Swallow

Street, a thin, delicate woman, thirty years

ofage, fubjedl to no particular chronic difeafe,

was feized on the 5th of Auguft, 1789, in

the night, with a violent pain in the knee.
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attended with a fever, which was confidercd

as rheumatic. The following day, finding-

herfelf unable to walk, and that her knee was

much fwelled, fhe applied to an apothecary ia

the neighbourhood, by whofe advice, fhe was

bled in the arm, and had fix leeches applied to

her knee ; fomentations, cataplafms, and a

volatile embrocation were alio applied to the

part affeded.

On the 20th of Auguft, fhe was recom-

mended to the Weftminfter General Difpen-

fary , and the knee was found to be confiderably

fwelled, exceedingly painful, incapable of the

leaft motion, or even of bearing the preflure

of the bed cloaths ; there was no external

inflammation, but, evidently, a colleftion of

fluid in the joint. I direfted leeches to

be again applied, and cloths dipped in a

ftrong folution of fal ammoniac to be con*

ftantly kept wet on the knee ; gentle fa-

line laxative medicines were alfo ufed, as

fhe had a fymptomatic fever. This me-

thod having been continued for ten days,

without producing any good efFed, the fo*
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' lution of fal ammoniac was left off, and

the part was rubbed twice a day, with

half a dram of ftrong mercurial ointment,

to which were added five grains of cam-

phire ; daring this treatment, the fwelling

in a fmall degree diminiflied, but the pain

in the joint continued.

On the loih of September, I rubbed the

lapis infernalis, above, and below the joint,

fo as to produce an efchar, at leaft one inch

in diameter, and formed an iffue in both

places, capable of holding ten, or twelve

peas.

On the l6th of Odober, there had been no

benefit derived from this management of the

cafe, except that the fluid in the joint feemed

to be in Ibme meafure abforbed. The pain
'

in the knee was ftill violent, the leg, and

thigh much wafted, the ancle oedematous,

and the flighteft motion of the joint was at-

.
tended with the moft excruciating pain. The

fridlion of the mercurial ointment was con-

tinued, and the ilTues difcharged freely.

November 10th, the fame plan was con-
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tinued, with the occafional ufe of the bark,

as (he was inclined to colliquative fweats at

nio;ht. The limb beoan to contract with

the knee bent, a pofition, which ufually takes

place in the white fwelling of this joint ; fhe ^

kept it, however, refolutely extended, coun-

terafting the tendency to flexion, by holders

placed underneath the knee.

On the 20th of December, the fwelling

of the joint was abated, her general health

was much mended, the limb was ftill wafted,

but by grafping her thigh with both hands,

it was found that (he was capable of moving

the whole lower extremity. The foot was

afte£led by this motion, being turned inward,

or outward, as fhe direded the rotatory

motion of the thigh, a proof, that an anchy-

lofis was forming in the knee joint. She

continued to prelerve a horizontal pofition,

and to keep the limb fteadily extended.

On the 18th of January, 1790, fhe at-

tempted to get out of bed, but in confequence

found the knee much worfe, and the fymp-

tomatic fever renewed. Being now^ fenfible,
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that her cure depended principally on reft, flie n

lay quietly for two months longer, at the end

of which period fhe was occafionally taken

from the bed, but many months ftill

clapfed, before her limb was in the leaft

ferviceable.

She walked afterwards for eighteen months

with crutches, and her recovery feemed to be

retarded by fome unfortunate circumftances.

The hufband was poor, and obliged to move

his family to different parts of the town,

Ihe was twice pregnant during her illnefs,

and obferved to me, that her knee never

grew ftronger, when (he was with child,

or giving fuck. She was once recommended

to dry up her iflues, but found the knee ill

confequence much weaker. She at feveral

times applied to irregular pra6l:itioners, who
advifed her to endeavour to move the joint,

and adminiftered their fpecific oils for that

purpofe.

Time, however, has fatisfied her of the

neceflitj, of preferving the firm coalefcence

in the joint; which nature has formed. The
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limb is perfeftly anchylofed, the union be-

tween the condyles of the thigh bone, and

the upper head of the tibia, being complete.

She is capable of walking feveral miles in

the day, without much inconvenience, but

does not yet truft herfelf in the flreet with-

out a ftick, although in going about the

houie, fhe does not avail herfelf of that a&

fiftance. She is now accuftomed to the in-

convenience of a ftifF joint, but in walking

cannot move the limb in a plain redilmear

progreffion, but defcribes, as it were, the por-

tion of a circle, much in the fame manner as

thofe do, who have a wooden leg.
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Rtmarh on the Caries of the Joint of the

Wrift^ with Cafes*

It has been well obferved, by Mr. Jufta-

mond*, that it is one of the greateft defide-

rata in furgery to be able, either to aiTift na-

ture in the formation of an anchylolis, or to

form one by the affiftance of art, where na-

ture does not feem difpofed to do it* This is

a remark, to the truth of which every prafti-

tioner will accede, although the difficulty of

accomplifhing either of thefe objefts muft be

acknowledged. It is, perhaps, eafier to fay,

what kind of furgical praftice will not affift

nature, in efFeding the procefs of anchylofis,

than to explain in what manner furgical

means can affift her, in forwarding it.

The opening into difeafed joints, the paf-

fing of a feton, or the injecting of fluids

into their cavity, will certainly not aid the

* See Juflamond's works, by Houlfton, p. 229,

Q
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convalefcence of the part. The formation of

anchylofis is a procefs of nature, in which (he

is herfelf the chief agent,, in the relief of dlf-

orders otherwife incurable. B at here however,

it fliould be obferved, that anchylofis, under

the iifual acceptation of the word, is not to be

always confidered as a cohefion of the extrenii-

tles of bones. In fome inftances it is produced

by the rigidity, or ftrong contraclion of muf-

cles, the bones and cartilages which compofe

the joint, being confidered as free from carious

taint. In this viewof thinesit is ofthe utmoft

importance in furgery, to afcertain the pro-

priety of giving motion to joints, or of r'efraiii-

ing from fuch attempts, where there is a dif-

pontion to anchylofis.

It this tendency to anchylofis be created

iolely bv the contraclion of mufcles, the attempt

to produce motion is obviouily ufeful ; but, on

the contrary, if the difficulty in moving the.

part, and the pain which accompanies this en-

deavour, be caufedby caries, it muft be confi-

dered, whether every effort of this kind

does not aggravate the original difeafe, by
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excitingmflammation,andcauiingthefecretion

of matter ; both of which circumftances

have a material influence in producing aa

unfortunate termination of the malady. But

a ftate of quietude in this cafe, favours the ope-

ration of remedies, gives time for the re-

fources of nature to take place, and even

if the caries fliould be fo far gone, that anchv-

lofis mufl: unavoidably be the only means of

' cure, it fufFers that natural procefs of the

conftitutlon to go on to its completion, in

the fpeedieft and beft manner poffible.

There is i\o joint in the body more fub-

jeft to caries than that of the wrift ; from

its fituation, and from the number of fmall

bones, which compofe this joint, it is ex-

pofed to a variety of accidents, which bring

on difeafes of bone. Notwithftandins: this

propenfity, it - more eafily admits of cure,

when it is afFe&ed by caries, than many

other joints. It is v/Ithout difficulty kept in

a ftate of quietude, and not having any

preffure to fapport from the trunk, tiie

ulual means adopted for checking the difpo-
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, fitlon to caries, are often fuccefsful, and

even If the progrefs of caries be farther

advanced, fo that an anchylofis becomes

iiecelTary to preferve the limb, this joint,

as well as that of the elbow, is moft eafily fuf-

ceptible of that advantage, and a" very ufe-

ful limb is often preferved, although a con-

liderable deftrudion of bone and cartilage

may have taken place.

Case I.

B , Servant to a eentleman iin

Portland Place, fufFered a flight contu-

{ion in the palm of the hand, by bruifing it

with an iron Ikewer. She felt no immediate

inconvenience from the accident, and, as

there was no external wound, purfued her

ufual bufinefs. The following day, her

hand was flightly fwelled, and when 1 faw

it a few days afterwards, the fwelling ex-

tended up the fore arm, but afFefted princi-

pally the wrift, the back of the hand, and
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fingers, which were all oedematous. There

was no tenfion of the (kin, inflammation, or

tendency to external fuppuration, but fhe

complained of a violent pain in the joint

of the wrift.

Fomentations, and poultices of various

kinds were applied for feveral days, and ano-

dynes conftantly adminiftered,. but no remif-

fion of pain could be procured. Strong folu-

tions of fal ammoniac were alfo uled, but with

no advantage, and on examining the limb,

I found a crepitation in thq joint of the wrift.

Mr. John Howard, of Argyle Street, at this

time faw the cafe with me, and with his

concurrence, a large blifter was applied round

the joint. The pain was in a few days alle-

viated, and the fwelling began to fublide,

after the repetition of a few blifters. Iii

about fix weeks, the abrafion of the carti-

lages could be no longer felt in the joint,

and fhe foon after completely recovered the

ufe of her hand.
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Case II.

Mary Jones, thirty years of age, was

admitted a- patient to the Weftmmfter Gene-

ral Difpenfary, Septertiber 11th, 179^2. She

had not been fubje<£l to any particular dlf-

eafe, although flie did not appear to have

been a ftrong, and healthy perfon. Her only

complaint was a fwelUng of the wrift, at-

tended with violent pain, and total inabi-

lity of motion in that joint, and thofe of

the fingers. The caufe affigned, wasaftrain

which proceeded from the wringing of wet

linen. She was fuddenly waked in the night

fubfequent to the accident, with exceffive

pain in the part, and from that tim.e, the

limb remained fwelled and oedematous, from

the ends of the fingers to the elbow. In this

condition flie continued for two months, during

which time the part had been conftantly fo-

mented, and various poultices had been ap-

plied At length, large dofes of laudanum were
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ufed, wliich were the only refource, adequate

to procure temporary allevation of pain.

The firft day, fhe was reconnmended to

the charity, fix leeches were applied to the

vvrifl:, and the following day a large blif-

tering plainer round the joint, which did not

relieve her materially, and fhe was ftill oblig-

ed to continue her opiates. The violent pain

flie fufFered, made it impoffible to move her

from the bed, fo that the part had every ad-

vantage, likely to refult fron:i an undiflurbed

pofition.

During the courfe of my attendance on

her, which lafired four m.onths, I found that

the 1welling and pain gave way gradually to

a repetition of bliftering, and topical bleed-

ings. The bliflers were renewed ten times,

and the informed me, that one hundred and

fifty leeches had been applied. The recovery

was very flow, and although at this time^

which is a year fince the firft attack of her dif-

order, flie has the ufe of her wrift, in a great

degree, and can bend, and extend both that

jomt, and her fingers in fome meafure, there
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are evident marks of partial anchylofis, par-

ticularly, between the firfl bone of the thumb,

and the wrift,

Case Uh

^ARY Collins, fervant to Mrs. Camp-

bell, in Suffolk Street, Marylebone fixty

years of age, a woman healthy in every

refpeft, received a flight injury in her thumb,

by pricking it with a pin, as fhe was wafh-

ing linen.
^

The following day, fhe felt a violent pain

in that joint of the thumb, where the hurt

was received ; the third day, the whole arm

fwelled, from the fingers upward to the

flipulder, with violent pain round the wrift,

which feemed to be principally affected. A
fever came on, attended with rigors, which

lafled for three days ; at this time, fhe had

a very afliduous attendance from her apo-

thecary, and fomentations, and poultices

were rpplied.



[ 233 ]

I was defired to fee the cafe a few days

afterwards, and found the whole arm ex-

tremely fwelled, painful, and totally incapable

of motion. The Ikin was of a purple hue and

in fome parts, there were vefications rifing on

its furface. She had languid appearance,

great dejedion of fpirits, and her pulfe was

quick, and low.

From the age of the patient, and from

the local appearances, there was great reafon

to apprehend, that a grangrene might oc-

cur. In order to obviate this, as the great-

eft evil, a cordial plan of diet, and a free

exhibition of the peruvian bark, with lau-

danum were continued, as they had been,

before I faw her, adminiftered by Mr.

Bacot, her apothecary, and a cataplafm of

linfeed meal was applied to the part affefted.

This was lb far fuccefsful, that we fboii

had the pleafure of obferving a fuppura-

tion take place in various parts of the arm.

The joint of the wrift was however found,

on the burfting of thefe abfceffes, to be quite

caripus ; the abrafion of the cartilages of the
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joint was indubitable, the crepitation of the

-bones was heard, and a total inability of

motion in the fore arm was obvious. The

raifing it even for the purpofes of clean-

linefs was impradlicable, without giving great

pain, and was therefore avoided.

I confidered that reft was the only mode of

preferving the limb from amputation, and

the patient f.ibmitted to a treatment, \vhich

v/as not attended with pain, eafily giving

up circumftances of convenience, for a pro-

ipe£t of permanent fafety ; (ht lay in bed

for three months with her arm. fupported on

a pillow, the external applications being re-

tained by the eighteen-tailed bandage, by

which means the upper or outer part of the

arm was opened occalionally, to examine

the ftate of the wounds, without dirfturbing

the pofition of the limb^ whilft the abfceffes,

which had burft on the internal or lower part

of the wrift, were not attended to.

The refult of the cafe was that after four

months clofe confinement, (he recovered,

with the hand entirely anchylofed in the wrift
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joint, although fome little motion remained

in the fingers, but it was fcarcely fufficient

for any ufeful purpofe. She has however,

tlie fatisfadion of having avoided an ope-

ration, which, confidering her advanced pe-

riod of life, and the particular circumftances of

the cafe continually threatening a grangrene,

would probably have terminated unfuccefs-

fully. To thofe who attended the progrefs of

the difeafe, it afforded the gratification of

obferviug, that a carious ftate of the bones of

the v/rift, even in old age, is not abfolutely

incurable, and that the reiources of nature in

thofe cafes, when favoured by a perfedl ftate

of rell:, and aided by diet, and medicine, are

almofl: inexhmiftible.
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• Case IV.

A Caries of the Wriji cured by Anchylojis^ or

Cohejion of the Bones, taken from Mr, Da-

'vid's Memoir, on the Effe8 of Motion and

Red, addrvfjed to the Royal Academy of

Surgery at Paris^.

^' A Man, about fifty years of age, applied

tome ill 1770, with the bones of the wrift

{q carious, that in two or three places, one

might pafs a probe through them, by fol-

lowing fome fiftulous openings that pre-

fented themfelves on the outfide. The wrift,

and the hand, which were oedematous, con-

fiderably fwelled, and of a dark blue colour,

feemed to require amputating fb much the

more urgently, as the patient was tormented

with a flow fuppuratory fever. It was even

the advice of a man, (kilful in the profefion,

not to defer having recourfe to this laft re-

fource. Notwithftanding this, I ventured to

* See Juftamond's works, by Houlflon, p. 200.



[ 237 ]

temporize, and after having applied the ufual

dreffings for two days, I carefully clofed all

the fiftulons openings, with dreflings that

were not irritating, and the hand and wrjft

being covered with comprefTes dipt in a

balfamic and fpirituous enabrocation, made

with the yolk of an egg, oil of rofes, and

brandy, I placed them in junks. The parts

being thus kept in a perfeft and conftant ftate

of reft, I made no fcruple of leaving the

firft dreflings on for ten days without a re-

newal, more efpecially as neither the pain, nor

the difcharge, required them to be removed

fooner, and even at this time it was curiofity,

rather than abfolute necefllty, that was

the motive for my doing it. As I found the

difcharge lefs in quantity, thicker, and lefs

fetid, than when the patient was dreffed every

day, I judged it proper to put off the removal

of the fecond dreflings for twenty days, and

at this period, the fwelling of the hand and

wrift were half reduced, and every thing

feemed to belpeak, as much from the pa-

tient's countenance and pulfe, as from thg
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nature of the difcharge, that hopes might

already be entertained of a fortunate termina-

tion of this dreadful difeafe. In about two

months and an half after this, thele hopes

were completely realized ; for then all the

fiftulous orifices were perfeftly cicatrized,

and the cure was terminated, with no other

inconvenience to the patient except lofs of

motion in the wriil, which has not fince

prevented him, from doing his ufual work."

Case V.

The difeafe reprefented in the feventh

plate, is a caries of the joint of the wrift,

cured by the operation of nature, in uniting

tos^ether the carious bones. The caries feeme

to have comprehended the firft joint of the

thumb, as well at the carpal bones, the joints

of the fingers rem.aining free from anchylo-

fis. I have no particular account of the com-

plaint, but it evidently ferves to fliew the

coherence of bones ; it eftablilhes too, the
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tompe|cffc6l of that procefs, in a very com-

plex joint, aivd will readily imprefs the mind,

with the great hazard, which this falutary

effort of nature would undergo, if fubjecled

to an injudicious interference from art, and

not fuffered to continue in the quieteft ftate

poffible, and in the polition moft favourable

to its gradual accompliniment.
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Cafe of incurmfed and carious Spina

The carious fpine reprefented in the eighth

plate, is an inftance of the powerful tendency

of nature to form a coherence between the

ulcerated furfaces of bones. In this cafe,

there were ten difeafed vertebrae, between all

of which the intervertebral fubftance was

totally deftroyed. Several of thefe were

partially, or completely united by anchylofis ;

others had fuffered moBe confiderably from

the caries, great part of their fubftance feem-

ing to have been abforbed, as no fenfible

exfoliation had taken place, during the life of

the patient. Thefe bones are in feme mea-

fure loofe, and detached from each other,

yet, from their roughnefs, and the ragged

appearance of points fhooting out from fome

part of their furfaces, it is clear that the
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efforts of nature were ftrongly exerted towstrd

forming the fame union which had evident-

ly taken place in others ; and this would

probably have been effected, had it not been

for circumftances, which attended the ma-

nagement of the difeafe. The patient was

a tender and emaciated infant, living in a

clofe and damp place, very unfavourable for

a recovery from a ftrumous difeafe. He was

frequently moved, and taken up from the

bed ; yet notwithftanding this treatment, he

lived a confiderable time, and at laft died

of the fmall pox. When he was five years

of age, he was admitted at the Weftminfter

General Difpenfary in March 1789, for a

carious incurvation of the fpine. It was

obferved, that the difeafe had not the ufual

angular incurvation,* which appears when a

* Beiides the abfence of the ufual angular projection,

when a great number of the dorfal vertebrae are affedled with

caries, or its ufual forerunner, de0ru6libn of the intervertebral

fubftance ; it may be remarked that this fymptom does not

take place when the difeafe affeds the lumbar vertebra, and

feldom when the cervical vertebrae alone are difeafed. This

conlideration is of great importance in inveftigating the

caufe of thofe paralytic and other difeafes which may be
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few only of the vertebrae are afFeded, for

the whole Ipine was bent in the form of a

bow.

IlTues by cauftics were made near the moft

projecting part of the fpine, but they were of

no ufe. An abfcefs formed, which burft

during the month of June following, and

continued difcharging till November, when

he died of the fmall pox. The difeafe in his

back did not feem to have had any influence

in the fatal termination of the variolous infec-

tion.

The appearance of this difeafe, naturally

gives rife to a few fefleftions on the treatment

of the carious Ipine. It exhibits an unfor-

fuppofed to have their origin in affedion of the fpine.

The long fpinous proceffes of the dorfal vertebrae are turned

downwards, and overlap each other, and when therefore the

body of the vertebra is deflroyed by caries, the fuperincum-

bent weight of the trunk, caufes the fpinous procefs to rife

\ip, and form the projecflion which is called the incurvated

fpine, in thofe cafes when only one or two of the vertebras

are difeafed. But as the fpinous proceffes of the cervical

are nearly, and the lumbar vertebrae are quite horizontals

this alteration of their pofition cannot take place, and we
frequently fee very extenfive caries of the lumbar vertebras

in cafes of pfoas abfcefs, without its having been manifelled

by any derangement in the external form of the fpine^-«£.



[ 244 ]

tunate proof of the difficulty of curing this

complaint by means of art, and at the fame

time affords the confolation of fhewing the

great efforts, which nature is capable of

making towards the reunion of parts, fepa*

rated by difeafe.

It (hews the great mifchief which preffure^

motion, or friftion muft create on the parts

affedled. It moreover fuggefts the great

probability that injury would refult from the

ufe of fpinal machines, were they even

capable of effectuating an extenfion of difeafed

vertebrae. To procure by fudden, or yet by

gradual exertions, an elongation of a carious

fpine, would, it feems, be afting diametri-

cally oppofite to the only poffible mode of

relief. It would be a prepofterous effort to

tear away that coherence by which the cure

is naturally effeded and only tend to a farther

divifion of parts, where approximation is

principally wanting, and in a natural courfe of

being accompliflied.

This ftatement of the great difficulty of

curing fuch a difeafe of the fpine, as is here
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reprefented and illu ftrated by plate VIII,

does not however, argue the impropriety,

or reprobate the praftice of furgical attempts

to cure it, by the ufe of iffues made by

cauftic. It is however clear froiia the cafe

exhibited in the plate, and what I have ftated

from a careful review of it, that fuch iffues

cannot be confidered as neverfailing expedi-

ents. Whoever thinks, that in every cafe of

incurvated fpine from caries, he fhall fucceed

by the moft judicious application of the

cauftic, will find himfelf difappointed. It

muft neceffarily have failed in this patient,

from the great extent of the caries, unlefs it

had been thought advifeable, to have applied

the cauftic in feveral places, over the morbid

parts.

There are befides various other circum-

ftances which w^ill occafionally fruftrate well

meant, and even very promifing attempts to

cure the fpinal difeafe in queftion, by the ufe

of iffues made of cauftics. They muft fail of

fuccefs inevitably, if the caries of the

anterior part of the body of the vertebra.
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afFeds the vifcera, which it frequently does,

from the nearnefs and contiguity of the parts.

I have feen alfo more than one inftance,

where the carious bone has injured the lungs,

and rapidly produced a pulmonary confump-

tion. Moreover, in very young fubjefts,

iffues made by cauftic very often become

ufelefs, from the motion injudicioufly given

to the difeafed part ; and in old people they

fail too, for want of fiifEcient vigour in the

iconftitution to produce anchylofis.

In fubje£ts from the age of twelve to

forty years, iflues feem to fucceed beft, and

to be moft fervicable, where the incurvation

is angular, and confined to only a few of the

vertebrae. The higher the incurvation has

been in the column of bones which form the

the fpine, the more fuccefsful has been the

ufe of the cauftic, as far as I am enabled

to judge, from my own pradtice and obferva*

tion. In one of the worft cafes of this difeafe

which ever occurred to me, with refpefl: to

its debilitating effefts, the incurvation was in

^he fuperior vertebra of the neck ; the upper
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and lower extremities both became paralytic,

but the complaint was foon cured by perfe-

verance in iilues made by cauftic*.

It has happened to me fo frequently, to

obferve, that this mode of treatment has been

particularly fuccefsful in thofe cafes, where

a paralytic ftate of the lower limbs, was

added to the other inconveniences of the

complaint, that I have been induced to think,

that this paralytic fymptom, alarming as it is,

conduces neverthelefs to the recovery of the

p'atient. Without doubt, this circumftance of

the paralyfisindilpenfably compels the patient

to a ftate of quietude in an horizontal pofiti-

on, whereby the preffure of the head is

entirely taken from the diftempered bones,

and the eftablifhment of an union between

tbeir ulcerated furfaces becomes thus more

prafticable, than it otherwife would have been.

Confequently the weak ftate of the limbs,

with other fymptoms of general difeafe, fooner

difappear.

* See Mr. Earle*s edition of Mr. Pott's works; Vol. JIL

p. 459.
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Towards this recovery, the iffue made

by cauftic effentially contributes, being au

efficacious mode of checking an external

fuppuration, which would otherwife enfue

from the natural progref$ of caries. I can^

not therefore help confidering the ufe of

them as highly proper in fuch a cafe, to gain

this moft important benefit. For although

fuch an abfcefs in the back, according to

Hippocrates^ as quoted by Mr. Pott, may

relieve the paralyfis of the limbs, yet it wil|

almoft conftantly lead on to he£lic feyerj

marafmus, and death.
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APPENDIX.

A HE following obfervations were received

from a friend, to whom I fubmitted my

doubts on the tranflation of the fifty ninth,

and fixtieth aphorifms, of the fixth feclion

of that work of Hippocrates ; they are fo

immediately conneded with the fubjeft of

the foregoing pages, that I think no apology

can be neceffary for their introdudion in this

place. Every attempt towards illuftrating any

pafTage of a writer, to whofe labours man-

kind is lb much indebted, will be favourably

received by thofe, who know how to apprer

ciate their value.
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'' Dear Sir,

I was not at firft aware^

that there was any novelty in my explana-

tion of the aphorifm of Hippocrates, which

you wifh me to fupport : on clofer exami-

nation, at your defire, not finding any various

reading in the original, to juftify a diverlity

of tranflatlon, I was furpri2;ed at my difagree-

ing io materially with a variety of interpre-

ters. It certainly is not in favour of my
interpretation, that there are among the tranf-

Jators, with whom I cannot agree, feveral

of the medical profeffion, who may be fuppo*

fed more competent to decide on the fenfe

of an author, whofe writings are peculiarly

in their ov^ai line of ftudy. I may therefore

be thought to pride myfelf in oppofing

men of learning and celebrity, by contending

for the propriety of a new tranflation

;

but I would fain believe that I have

outlived fuch vanity, and, having, been

long in the habit of judging for myfelf;, I

am certain I can differ in this, as I do in

more important points, with any perfon
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whatfoever, without the flighteft degree of

contempt, or animofity. I proceed there-

fore, without much concern, to ftate, as I

think it incumbent on nie, the grounds of

^n opinion, which I cannot yet fee any fatif-

faftory reafon to rcHnquifh,*

May it not be fairly taken for granted,

fron> the uniform frame of man, that both

the iymptoms and efFecls of the difeafe, to

which the aphorifm refers, have ever been

the .fame in all ages, and places of the world ?

Is there any reafon to believe, that the hu-

man ftrudlure in general, or that this particu-

lar difeafe, were not the same in Greece, at

the time of Hippocrates, as they are in

England at the prefent day ? I have read

carefully all the cafes of this complaint

which j'ou have recorded ; but cannot re-

* De tranfladone Hipp. Aph. XLVII. Seft. V. per AI-

meloveen, poft plerofquc interpretes reddita, ficfcriptum in-

venio ;
** Hoc fenfu CEdipo opus eft qui " explicet." De

tranflatione Hipp. Aph. LiX. Sect. VI. didum puta. A. de

Haen ** Ratio Medendi, &c. Lugdunl Batavorum 1761,

p. 277. Nide ibideni p; 85, Pe Galeno.



[ 252 ]

colleft a fingle one where you fay, on your

own knowledge, '' That the head of the

thigh bone fell out of its focket, and fell

into it again, before a fuppuration had taken

place."

If it has happened, ^' That the head of the

thigh bone has fallen out of its focket, and

fallen into it agian,'' after a fuppuration

;

this is foreign to the prefent purpofe, for the

aphorifm evidently relates, and is flrictly

confined to a period of the difeafe, antecedent

to fuppuration. Tho word fuppuration is, I

conceive, ufed here with fufficient perfpicuity,

and ftria medical propriety. I have, how-

ever, expunged it from my tranflation of the

59th aphorifm in the firft edition of this

work, in confequence of conlidering what

Mr. Crowther has faid in objedion to it,

although it was not entirely to my own

liking, I adopted it on confulting Dr. John-,

fon's Dictionary. The dodor there defines

the verb *' to fuppurate/' to grow to pus ;

and gives the two following fignifications to

the noun "Suppuration;" 1

—

The ripening
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or change of m^ittCT into pus ;• 2-^The mat^

terfuppurated ; and for his authorities refers

to Dr.Arbuthnot, to Wifeman, and Dr. South.

Certainly the word Suppurationes in the

Latin tranflation of the 59th aphorifm, infert-

ed in the preceding edition of Mr. Ford*s

book, was inteUigible in the fame fenfe, a^

mucores, and was meant to be underflood pre-

cifely in the fame fignification. This was

evident from the reference . fairly given to

Faefius, and Gorraeus, and will appear ftill

more clearly in the fequel. Neverthelefs to

avoid cavilling about words, the ufe of it may

as well be difcontinued, as the very fame in-

terpretation may eafily be given, intelligibly

enough, in a fimple plain way.

Leaving then all medical confidera-

lions, and as much as may be, all medical

terms, to medical men, I fhall endeavour

to give, and to fupport, in the fame fenfe

as before, an interpretation of the Greek

original, with equal fidelity, and greater per-

fpicuity ; fubjoining in notes, the authorities,

and illuftrations on which it is grounded ; and

the principal reafons that inclirie me ftill to
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nefs of its novelty, and the unpleafant impu-^

tations ofprefumptionj and pertinacity,

Aph. 59, 'Oyuoa-oia-iv VTTO ia-xicc^og svo%X8i/^voicrl

[J^v^oci iTunyiVovjoil,

Aph. 60. 'OKO(roi(riv vTzro l<r%iu^Gg ho%kH^iVQi(n

%^o/i7}g TO lo-xiov E^igccloci, tHtsokti TViKsjai to (TKsXog, jy

Hipp. Aph. Sed. VI. 59, 60.

Aph. 59. '^ Morbo coxario diuturno kbo-

rantibus, femur* exftat, et retro incidit, histi

* To prove that Hippocrates ufed the word Ya^'ov very

laxly, I referred, above fourteen years ago, as I do now, to

*" Foelij. Oecon. Hip. /u^ voce, and to Gorrasi Opera, edit<

Parifij, 1622, p. 275, fuh vocibus^ "a^m et ta^ixs . Hippo-

Crates ufed it, I conceive, in great latitude, and in various

acceptations, not merely as it is ftridly defined by Dr. Parr^

in his excellent didlionary, to fignify " the ligament which re-

tains the head of the thigh-bone, miht acetabulum coxendkis^^*

but alfo to denote femur, nates, coxa, or coxendix, i. e. to

iignify the thigh, and all parts of it, the hip> the hip-bone, and

the hip-joint.

In this very 59th aphorifm, it appears to me to be ufed in

two different fignificatlons. 1. "iT^/^m figniiies the hip-joint^

and in that fcnfe, it is the nominative to the verb E|/o-ar«/*-

2. 'IcryQQ^ iignifies the hip^ and in that fenfe with the addition
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" humores, nimij, pituofi, lenti, albi, contra

** naturam fuperveniunt *."

" In fuch as labour long under the hip-

" difeafe the joint ftands out before f, the

of -craAiy in the fenfe of retro, " behind," it ib likewife the no-

minative to the verb "Effcr/'CTls/ and denotes the falling in of

the nates
f
or hip behind, one of the characteriflics of the difeafe,

properly reprefented in Mr. Ford's lirft; engraving, and copied

faithfully in Mr. Crowther's third pla-te. See Mn Crow^

thcr's " Pradical Obfervations on the Difeafe of the Joints,

commonly called White Swelling, &c." pb. 278. *lay^m m
the fignification of the hip-joint^ or hip-hone, cannot truly be

faid to *' fall in behind," but <V;^/oy in the fignification of

nates or hip, certainly does "fall in behind 3'* and to this

falling in behind, it feems to me, that Hippocrates here al-

ludes, and if fo, the aphorifm evidently refers to that precife

early period of the complaint, when this falling in of the nates

or hip behind begins to be obfervable, and charade riflical of

the hip-dileafe.

* This is prccifely the definition of the original word

jAyf* given in the very words, both of Fasfius and of Gor-

raeusytt/^ voce. As Gorr^us thinks the Latin word mucus, or

mucor, equivalent to /y.i^|a doubtlels ** mucores /uperveniunt^*

would he the moft concife Latin tranilation of this, part of the.

59th aphorifm 5 but as muci or mucores would fland nearly in

as much need of explanation as My|a in preference to either

of the words themselves, the unexceptionable definition \%

given warranted utfupra. See Fsefij Oecon. Hipp.' p. 254, as

quoted by Mr. Crowther in his " Praflical Obfervations on

the Difeafe of the Joints, commonl)ir called White Swelling,*'

pp. 281, 282/

t El^fi/iizi exjlat, not excidit, " flands out," not " fiJls out,"

for if Hippocrates had meant to fay excidit, " it falls ou^," it is

moft probable he would have ufed the word Jxr^/^rs; in dl-
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«' hip falls m behind*, in them purulent

*' matter is fupervening.'*

re£t oppofition to s(A.'cjm%i which he afterwards ufes to fignify

«' it falls in," incUit.

* nxXtv retro, " behind 5" this Greek word, fometimes

fynonimous with oma-uj as certainly lignifies retro, retrorfuniy

Siiid contra, "behind," "backwards," "on the other fide/'

^nd "on the contrary fide/* as it does tur/us and iierum

*' again "

Such as have any doubts oh this point may be amply fatis-

fied by confulting Stephani Thes. or Conjiantini Lexicon, or

J'asfij Oeconj Hipp. /uif voce, I renew here, perhaps needlefsly,

Iny former references to the confirming teftimony of Galen, on

the authority of R. De Haen^ *' Ratio medendi, &e. ut fupra^"

p. 85, and to the fubfequent decifive palTages of Arillophanes^

and of Homer. See Ariftoph, " Aves," 1; 2, and 1. 648,

where WX/v is unqueflionably ufed for omcru, retro " behind,"

edit. Rich. Franc. Phil. Brunck, 8vo. 1783.

In the Aeharnenfes, L I179, uzXmpov occurs in the

famefenfe. I lefer likewife to a SchoUiun in the Bafil edition

of Ariftophanes, 154/ foL p; 368, on the firfl quoted paflage

ofthe " Aves," 1> 2.

Add to ail this an extract from the ingenious and accurate

rertiarks of Lennep on the word tzraA/v. *• Ceterum propria

"Vis hujus voulas ['craX/v] clare fentire potell ex illo Iliad. Z/

iin. IS9.

—^ To/ 0' HTt -CTaX/v 6;xoyo£ nom»

Ylotvlas yoip x.oili'7Tt(pnv a/Lny/^wv BfAAspo^Qylvfi

li vero nequaquam retro domum iveruntj

Omnes enim interfecit exim.ius Bellefephontes.

Hetro, p. p, retrogado motu (ut verbis utar Hoogeve^enij.)

Adde imprimis Iliad, a. 380; a. 214 e; ; 257, Sec;

Jno. Daniel, A. Lennep " Etjmologicum Lingua Gris-
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Aph. 60 *. Morbo coxario diuturniore la-

cte.** Pars prior. Traj. ad Rhenum, 8vo. ciciDCCXC.

p. 727-8.

H. A. 380.

Xwoftewr o yipuv zruKiv uy(ilo.

Iratus itaq ; fenex retro abivit.

H. A. 214.

- -rtyaA/y aiysv o^sss oyxoi,

retro curvati funt acuti haiiii.

Clarke.

Clarke.

H. E. 257:

Tbtw 9 a TjaiKiv avrts ocffoia-slov uxiss iTT'ffot,

Hos autem non iterum retro auferent veloces equi.

Clarke.

* Mf|a/, ** Matter 3" this generic term is adapted in the

tranflation as being a plain Englith word, little liable to objec-

tion, and applicable to every fpecies of impure fluid, or unna-

tural moifture in the fockets of the joints, by what name foever

medical men judge mod proper to denote it.

In reliance on Dr. Johnfon, and his authorities from Drs,

Arbuthnot, Wifeman, and South, in the former edition of this

woik the word yuppurationes was ufed to lignify *' a gathering

of matter,*' but that the tranflator underftood the word {av^x

precifely in the fenfe put upon it by Faelius and Gorraeus', to

whom I referred the reader then, as I do now, conceivingyi?^-

purationes to be to the full as intelligible as mucores, and *' fup*

puration" to be equivalent to ** mucous fecretions," it was

nearly as evident then, as it can be made now, to any reader

not in fuch hafte to cenfure, as not to flop to underftand.

*' It is really (fays Mr. Crowther) a matter of aftonifliment

that an appeal fliould have been made to the works of Gorraeus.*'

S
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borantibus, femur exstat, his tabefcit crus, et

claudi fiunt riiii ufti fuerint.

It appears to me Hill more aftonifliiug that Mr.Crowther fliould

have turned to the references^ and not have difcovered that

they were purpofely appealed to, in order to fliew that the

tranflator put the very fame meaning on the word Mv^xi

which is given there, and in the propriety of which Mr.Crow-

ther himfelf acquiefces.

Mr. Crowther's aflonifliment would have abated on obferv-

ing that while I adapted the fame meaning given by Gor-

raeus, to which I fairly appealed, I only happened to cOnfider

fuppurationes and mucores as fynonimous terms, and put the

very fame ferife on the one that he himfelf put upon the other,

and fo preferred suppiirationes as being plainer, to mucores, that

required definition, as much as the original word itfclf.

With this flight verbal difference, our agreement upon the

whole in the very fame meaning of ^y|ai being fufficiently

clear, Mri Crowther's long learned differtations on fuppura-

tions might have been fpared, or fliortened at leaft, as being at

heft a mere logomachy, and an unnecelfary light with his own

ihadow.

It might have fully anfwered his purpofe, and been no pre-

judice to his argument, if Mr. Crowther had juft remarked,

that though I cow^i^Gr^d. fuppurationes ZXid mucores as words of

1-he fame import, or very nearly fo, yet in the medical accepta-

tions of tbefe words, there was a difference between them,

that made the latter in this^ cafe preferable to the former; and

that it was evident the tranflator, not being a medical man, was

not aware of the dillin^lion.

The truth is, that at the time, above fourteen years ago, no

plain Engliih word occurred to my mind^ that I thought fo ex-

prellive of ihe meanings of i/.v'^ai and mucores^ as fuppurationes^

and I was, as has been faid, confirmed in adopting it, by what

I found in its favour, in Dr. johnfon's divfiionary, and his me-

dical authorities.
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*' In fuch as labour longer under the hip-

The Englilli word muck fuggefted itfelf as the only deri-

vative from the Greek root, and the neareft of kin to (/.v^a, ;

'tis precifely the very thing in Arabia ; but it was obviouily

not admiilible here. The other various lignifications of /xy|a for

various they are, deny it who will, were as little to my liking.^

The humor de naribus, " the fnot of the nofe," was not fuit-

able ; the elichinlum lucerrnE, *' the matter about the wick of

a lamp/' would not do in this cafe j nor the mucor in tejiudini-

luSy " fnail llime," and even the beft of them, the mucus in

^^ oftreis^ oyfler juice," was not in feafon.

But ferioufly, if Mr. Crowther, or his friend, had taken

the trouble to turn to the word y^v^x in the Thefaurus StepJia*

ni, or th.^ Lexicon Conjiantini, Hederici, ^q. n^E. or we muft

really have found -various fignifications of it, upon authorities

that it requires other kinds of arguments than a grofs denial, or

an ipfe dixit, to fet afide. Who can help fuppoling that fach

extreme caution (to adopt Mr. Crowther's own words) ** mull

have originated in inadvertency, inaccuracy,or want of due ex-

amination.

But, as I would fain avoid a war of words, I take this oppor-

tunity of explicitly declaring, that when I ufed, about fourteen

years (ince, the V'fovd. /uppurationes inftead oi muci, or mucores^ I

meant then, as I do now, by the words, *' fuperveening puru-

lent matter," a gathering of fuch fuperabundant, phlegmatic,

clammy, and unnatural white fluid, as before defcribed by Fa-

fius and Gorraeas, whether it he called pus or mucus, without

entering in the leafl into the complex notion of purulent mat-

ter, *' illfoundtd as it possibly may he.^*

Thefe are the words of Mr. Ford, with whom I lived

more than thirty years in the habits of intimacy and friendship.

He was long eminent and ufeful as a practical furgeon^ and I

tranfcribe from his work what follows marked with inverted

commas.

" The ncceffitv of entering minutely into the diftin^ft pro-
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** dileafe, the joint ftands out* ; in them the

" joint waftes, and they become cripples, if

" not cauterized."

** parties of pus and mucuj^ as to any great and obvious advan-

** tage in the pradice of furgery, is by no means evident to my
*' mind j efpecially as a fa<f^ moft important in pathology, is

** proved by darly experience, that this fluid, whether termed

** /»/ or MUCUS, is capable of being abforbed into the circula-

** tion, without any inconvenience to the parts on which it is

** depofited, and of leavins;^ them when the abforption has

*' taken place, in a ftate ftill proper to refume their local

" fundioTis, &c. " See the former edition of Mr.Fard's " Ob-

fervations on the Difcafe of the Hrp-Jdnt, &c."' pp. S3, 84,

and 85.

As I happened to be pretty well acquainted with the book I

quote from, before it was vifible ia print, Mr. Crowther will fee

that my worthy friend had not left me altogether ignorant that

medical gentlemen made a diftln6rion between /)Us^ and mucus ;

he ^'ill fee, likevvife, from the quotations and references above

mentioned, that although a medical gentleman hirofclf, of

great refpedabihty, he did not think the diftinftion very well

founded. *' This diflin6llon (fays Dr^ Parr) is difficult, but

'' experience will often deteft a difference to which words are

** inapplicable."— '' The nature of pus is ftill involved in con-

" fiderable obfcurity, and we can only offer fame approaches

** to the knawledge of it.'* Med. Di£l. su6 voce, pus.

* E^jsxriXri is here tranflated as in the preceding 59th apho-

rifm, in this verb's fignification of exjiare, " t» fland out," and

not in its fignification of excidere, *' to fall aut. ** When a

word admits of various acceptations, furely it may, and furely

it ought to have that interpretation which beft accords with

the meaning of the author who makes ufe of ir.

It being more familiar to me in my line of life and fludv,
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** If (fays Mr. Crovvther, p. 280^) I fpeak

confidently in favour of the former tranfla-

may I not be indulged in illuftrating the propriety of this op-

tional mode of interpretation, not indeed from Hippocrates, or

any claffical Greek writer, but in a fimilar inftance, ftriftly rela-

tive to a verb of this fame Grecian family, that occurs not

feldom in different fignifications, in the Greek text of the New
Teftament.

Eudaeus, a |)henix in fcience, and more peculiarly in

Greek literature, in his admirable .C<;/a/«<f;//.Z,/«^- Grac. now

before me, with his own MS. notes, p. 404, ed. Bradij, A; D.

1529, flates on the bell authorities, a variety of fenfes in

•which 'lr>3;«.; 7?(?, " I Hand,** and its o-vvS«.Ta, 'E^^xcrts Jeliquium,

** a fainting away, or a fwoon,''' El^ra^aj, &c. has been ufed

by pure Greek writers.

This unqueftionably pre-£minent Greek scholar informs us,

that E|/r^/>u is ufed in various acceptations, and particularly in

the two following fignifications : 1. it fignifies ^r^r^, or

mente alienari, ** to be mad, or to be befide one's felf." 2.

It fignifies deficere^ or deliquium pat'i^ " to fwoon, or faint

away.o
'

Let uss now try to adapt the optional interpretation of this

verb to the beft meaning of a paflage where it occurs, in

Mark iii. v. 21.

Shall we at once adhere to the common old tranflation ?

** They went out to lay hold on him, [Jefus Chrift] for they

[his friends] faid, *' He is mad/' furit^ or, " He is befide

hlmfelf," mente alienatur. Or fliall we reje^l, merely on the

account of its novelty, the following equally fair interpretation

of Elcra which gives a widely different meaning to this palTage

of the Evangelili r " They went out to get him into their pof-

felTion, for they faid, In Efes-ij «' He is quite exhaufled," deficit^

or, " He fainteth," deliquium patitur. The context counte-

nances and afcertains the propriety of this tranflation of "E|es->j

*' He is faint for want of food." And when his friends or
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*^ tions, which have, until the publication of

*^ Mr. Ford's book, been received and con-

" lidered, with no elTential difference, as ex-

" preffing the true meaning of thefe very

" aphorifms, I am juftified by finding, that

" Galen, and every commentator on the

'^ works of Hippocrates, are in fupport of my
" convidions, in favor of the old tranf-

" lations."

Until Mr. Crowther (hall have happily

illuftrated the fenfe, and verified the truth of

the " former tranflations," his merely fpeaking

ever fo confidently in their favour, and affert-

ing,what he could not well know, their gene-

ral reception, as " expreffing the true meaning

of thefe very aphorifms," that is a petitio prin-

cipij ; the ipfum to x^lvcij^svov^ but mere affertions

are not o;ood arguments. The old tranflators.
o^

kinfmen heard of it," [of what did they hear ?] the foregoing

verfe 20, informs ns ;
'-' And the multitude cometh together

again, fo that />?'fy rozc/^ not fo much as eat bread.'*'' Which,

then, of thefe two optional interpvetarions of E|sr^ gives the

moft fatisfaciory meainng ? Utram Jiarum mavnltis, nihil ad ?ne

o.itinet: I am only to judge for myfelf, and to lezive others at

equal freedom ; their judgments may very probably be better,

but ne^'erthelef?, I muH follow iny own.
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therefore, and commentators, even if Galen

were at their head, can ill fupport^ and never

jujtify Mr. Crowther's convi£lions, in favour

of their tranflatlons. Let iis keep to the

original words of Hippocrates himfelf, in a

confiftent perfuafion, '' that the meaning of

" an author can only be afcertained by what

*^ he himfelf fays on the fubjeil." If he has

not afcertained his own meaning clearly, there

is free room for conjeftural interpretation of

his words, if we give him all reafbnable credit,

due to his charadler, for competent informa-

tion with refpeft to a fubjed on which he

was writing exprefsly, in the plenitude of his

medical knowledge, which has acquired him

the honourable title of ^' Father ofMedicine."

I fhall now ftate fairly, {uch of the " for-

mer tranflations" as I have feen, and fubmit

them to the confideratlon and free judgment

of the reader. I fhall give the various Latin

tranflations of thefe two aphorifms in the very

words of the tranflators themfelves, that if

there be any inaccuracy in my rendering the

fenfe of them into English, of which I am
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not fenfible, it may be difcovered, and refli-

fied, by collation with the Latin originals

fubjoined. Their full import, however dif-

ferently expreffed, may fairly be tranflated in

this manner.

Aph. 59' When perfons are diftrefled with

a lingering difeafe in the hip joint, the thigh

bone, or the top of it falls out of its proper

place, and again falls into it ; in them mu-

cous matter is collefting.

Aphor. 60. In fuch as are vexed with a

lingering complaint in the hip, the thigh

bone falls out of the focket, in them the

limb, thigh, or leg wafles, and they halt,

limp, or grow lame, unlefs they are cau-

terized.

Aphor. 59, Quibus a diuturno coxendicis

morbo vexatis, coxa excidit, et rurfus inci-

dit his mucus innafcitur.

Aphor. 60. Quibus a diuturno coxendicis

morbo vexatis, coxa excidit, his crus tabef-

cit, et claudicant, nifi ufti fuerint.

Hipp. Aphor. Glafguae. Ann.. 174S

Janfonn, Almeloveen.
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Aph. 59' Quibus longo coxeiidlcum do*

lore confliftatis, femoris fummum coxa ex-

cidit, rurfumque recldit^ lis mucores iniiaf-

cuntur.

Aph. 60. Quibus dluturno dolore Ifchia-

dico vexatis, femur excidit, iis crus conta-

befcit, at claudicant nifi urantur.

Hipp. Aph. Vorftij Ludg. Batav,

Ann. CI3IDCXXVIII.

Aph. 59. Quibus ab ifchiade dluturno

vexatis, ifchium e proprio loco excldit, at-

que rurfus incidit, lis muci Inafcuntur.

Aph. 60. Quibus dluturno ifchiade vex-

atis, ifchium excidit, iis crus tabefcit, et

claudicant nifi urantur.

Tranflatio Charterii

Aph. 59. Quibus longo coxendicum do-

lore confliftatis, femoris fummum coxa ex-

cidit, rurfumque recidit, lis mucofa ibidem

pitulta colligitur.

Aph. 60. Quibus dluturno dolore ifchia-

dlco vexatis, femoris caput coxa excidit, iis

femur contabefcit, & claudicant nifi urantur.

Tranflatio HoUerii.
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Aph, 59' *' Quibus diuturnis coxendiCi»

'^ doloribus implicitis caput fenaoris excidit

** coxa, rurfumque recidit, ijs mucus ibi con-

" o-eritur.'*o

Aph. 60. '' Si dolor coxarius fuerit dlu-

** turiius ac turn his fi femoris caput coxa ex-

" cidit, hiscrus extenuatur, et claudicant nifi

^ *^' urantut."

Tranflatio Hearnij, M. D. Lugd. Bat,

A. D. cioiDcxxxviii.

The following English verfion of Aph. Sg,

is copied verbatim from Mr. Crowther's

book on " The Difeafe of the Joints, com-

** monly called White Swelling, &c." 8vo.

1808, note, p. 29^.

Aph. 59, "In whatfoever perfons afflJ6l-

'* ed with a difeafe of the hip joint of long

-

' continuance, the hip-joint ftands out (from

*' its ufual fituation) and falls back again into

*^ it ; in them mucores, or mucous fecre-

^ •' tions, are attendant fymptoms."

Dr. Falconer thinks thefe tv/o aphorifms

'' have been miftaken by the tranflators who

" have expreffed themfelvesas if there was an
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*' entire diflocation of the head of the bone,

** when the word* impUes no more than a

*' projeftion, which is indeed a partial difloca-

" tion."

The Do£lor has not himfelf given, ftriftly

fpeaking, his own tranflations of the apho-

rifms, either in Latin or in Englifh. I shall

give here however, in the Doftor's own

words, what he feems to have confidered as

true Englifh verfions of them.

Aph. 59. " The meaning of Hippocrates

" is, I think, clear enough, that if the head

*' of the thigh-bone be at firft confiderabljT'

" protruded, or as he exprelFes it, ' ftands

'-' out,' and again finks back (fuddenly is, I

" think, implied) into the focket or acetabu-

** lum, it indicates a fuppuration to have

*^ taken place.

** And this I take to be true, provided, a$^

" we may reafonably fuppofe, that Hippo*

" crates meant, that there be no general

^* amendment or abatement of the fynlptoms.

* Y^^isrccrxi—exftat—flands out or proje6is—literally tranf-

lated.
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" The membranes, which were at firfl thick-

** ciied by inflammation, and which thruft

*' the head of the bone outwards, being melt-

" ed down by fuppuration, allow it to fall

*' back again into the focket, from whence

" it had been pushed by the thickening of

*' the perlofteum, or of the lining of the

" cotyloid cavity."

Aph. 60. '' The fucceeding aphorifm

*' implies no more than that hip-cafes of long

** continuance, accompanied with a projeftion

**^ of the head of the bone, are apt to induce

*' lamenefs and wafting of the limb, unlefs a

" cautery be ufed."

Not to travel out of the record, or to ven*

ture a fingle ftep into the land of medicine,

which to me is all a terra incognita^ I would

have put a full ftop at the w^ord place. There

is even then too much for any thing deferving

the name of a limple tranflation, and too little

for any thing like a luminous paraphrafe. As

for the medical guefles and glofles that fol-

low, by way of commentary, a mere Greek

fcholar, confined folely to the precife Greek
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text, has nothing to do with them. Nefutor

ultra crepidani. They may, however, be

very clear, and very precious to gentlemen in

medical departments, and, as from the fugi-

tive nature of their publication in a pamph-

let, they may not even now, or very foon, be

eafily found, they are all correftly re-pubUshed

here, from pages 40 and 41, of '^ A Difler-

tation on Ischias, or the Difeafe of the Hip-

" Joint.''

Whether 'la-yjccg means precifely the difeafe

of the hip joint, which is the fubjefl: of your

obfervations ; or whether the two preceding a-

phorifms are to be confidered as a ftatement

by Hippocrates, to fignify that matter is fuper-

.-vening or to notify two leading lymptoms indi-

cative of a growing or gathering of purulent

matter likely to enfue, I do not impertinently

interpofe any opinion. Thefe are poirits which

I leave entirely to the deterrnihation of medi-

cal men.

It is chiefly concerning the fenfe of the

firft of the two aphorifms, namely, the 59th

of the 6th Sedion, that'I-eannot help differ-
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ing from the interpreters, whofe tranflations

I have not intentionally reprefented either

unfaithfully, or unfavourably ; and the foUaw-

ing, and the foregoing notes, and obfervations,

feenri to fupport, and confirm fufficiently, the

cxpolition to which I give the preference.

It feems to be well afcertained that in^an

early ftate of the hip difeafe, the hip bone

ilands out before, or according to the pre-

ceding tranflations, faithfully quoted, falls

forward from its focket. But whether it be

really a certain faft that the hip bone *' falls

*^ into its focket again'' at the fame, or

indeed at any fubfequent period of the difeafe,

after much fruitlefs enquiry, I am ftill to

learn; and.fo it feems are fundry very ref%

peccable, and much refpefted medical gentle=

men to whom I have applied for information,

r have not been fo fortunate as to meet with

any medical man, who from his own know-

ledge has vouched this to be a real fad ; and

fiot one of all the former tranflations that I
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bave feeii takes notice of any '^ falling It|

behind."

That there certainly is a '' falling in of the

hip behind," is neither denied, nor difputed.

Mr. Crowther in his book, p. 278, admits,

that " the falling in of the nates ^ or hip, be-

" hind, is one of the charafteriftics of the hip

*' difeafe, properly reprefented in Mr. Ford's

'• firft engraving," and well copied in Mr.

Crowther's third plate.

Now it is to this *' falling in of the hip be-

hind," as I conceive, that Hippocrates alludes

in his 59th aphorifm ; thus truely defignating

what is admitted by all medical men, to be

a concomitant fymptom^ or a charafteriftical

occurrence in an early ftate of the difeale, by

what name fbever they are pleafed to give it«

It is not the lo-x/ov fimply, " the hip bone"

that e^/zxrizflsi " falls in" 'ujoihivitenim ** again,"

but the '\(T%Lov with the addition of ^uKiv in

the fignification oi retro '• behind" that sijLzs-iTfJsi

" falls in" incidit.

Thus Hippocrates diftindlly points out

both what falU in, and where the falling in i*.
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and clearly intimates a peculiar early period

of the difeafe, viz. when this "falling in of

the nates, or the hip, behind,'* becomes firft

obfervable, or evident.

This, in my opinion, muft either be the

true meaning of the Greek text, or mark

what muft necelTarily be the confequence of

tranflating it in any of the former ways above

mentioned. It is obvious, that according to

the former interpretations there is nothing in

the 59th aphorifm, nor indeed in the 60th,

which is fupplemental to it, which indicates,

or has the fmalleft reference to the '' falling

in of the hip behind," though an early con-

com.itant fymptom and charaderiftical of the

complaint to which it relates.

Now is it likely that aconftant ftriking occur-

rence in the hip behind, charaderiftical of the

complaint in queftion, and in an early flate of

it, ihould have totally efcaped the notice of fb

acute, and fo fagacious an obferver as the

father of medicine feems to have been ? Is it

probable, or indeed poffible, that if Hippo-

crates had noticed it, he fliould have made no



t 273 ]

mention of it, when writing exprefsly on the

fubjeft ? Cras credani.

Fabricius, I think, has fald, I recoUedl not

upon what authority, that Hippocrates, when

he wrote his aphorifms, was an old man, and

in the zenith of his knowledge and {kill

;

I quote from memory,hut I believe his words

are, Hippocratesfenex^ et cognitior, apliorifmos

dompofuit.

His 59th aphorifm mufi therefore be tranf-

lated in the fenfe I have put upon it, and in

an interpretation it will very well bear, '' for

'^ the meaning of an author can be only af-

'* certained by what he hlmfelf fays on the

*' fubjedl:/' In all the former tranflations,

*^ with no efTential difference," there is

nothing faid of the " falling in of the hip be-

*• hind," either in this, or in the following

fupplemental aphorilin. His " aphorifms'^

are the only fmall part of the works of Hip-

pocrates of which I know any thing ; and

with them I probably fliould not have been

acquainted, but that the copy of them now
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before me, happened to be a new year's gift

of a Greek claffic, as appears from the hand

writino- of the very learned donor, dated in

1755, when, more than half a century ago,

I iirfl: read it con amore^ more, I confefs, for

the fake of the language in which it is writ-

ten, than for the information it contains.

If the '' former tranflations" in favour of

which Mr. Crowther fpeaks fo confidently, do

really " exprefs the true meaning of the

'' two aphorifms in queftion," it is undeniably

evident that Hippocrates was either totally

ignorant of an early, and a charafteriftic cir-

cumflance of the hip difeafe, *^ falling in of the

^' nates behind," or if he really knew of it, as

hedoubtlefsdid, there is not the flighteft men-

tion of it^ in any of the ''' former tranflations

^^ oi thefe two aphorifms that I have feen,"

Mr,. Crowther, by declaring his conviclion

in favour of the interpretations of the old

tranflators, in which he fays, " there is no

'^ eflentlal difference, and adopting them as

,

" expreffing the true meaning of thefe very

'^ aphorifms" concurs with them in fubjeding
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Hippocrates, I think, very unjuflly, to the

harfli imputations, both of '* inaccurate pre-

'^ didlion, and of deficient information on this

'' fubjecft."
.

Thus has he afforded an opportunity to me,

or any other ignoramus in medicine or furgery,

who can but tranflate two fhort fentences of

Greek into Latin, or Englifh, to volunteer

their fervices, to ufe his own appofite words,

in the laudable, and honourable ofSce of '' de-

" fending Hippocrates againft a charge of

^^ profeffioiial ignorance, want of fenfe, and

^^ incapacity of predidlion, which in my mind

*^ is implied, if it could be fuppofed, that his

*' meaning was in fad, that adopted by Mr.

" Crowther, and the old tranflators," with

whom he leagues himfelf. See his book

p. 280, and p. 287.

On the borders of four-fcore, and with my

airtafupellex^ I muft reludtantly decline the

honour of embracing this golden opportunity,

and prudently recolle£l: the wifdorp of the old

faying, that " a weak advocate mjay fpoil a

*' good caufe," feeing too before ray eyes, a
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glaring inftancc of the imminent danger of

placing myfelf in a truly " aukward fitu-

'' ation."

Mr. Crowther, in his " Practical Obferva-

" vations, &c." furniflies me with conliderablc

confolation under the misfortune of having

fuggefted and fupported, what he conceives to

be an erroneous interpretation of the two apho-

rifms, and amazingly injurious to the charac-

ter of their illuftrious author, for whom I en-

tertain the higheft veneration, by the foUow-

incr acknowledo-ment.O O

" In juftice to J. C. it ought to be ftated,

^' that a gentleman, pre-eminently diftin-

*' guifhed by his profound knowledge of the

'^ Greek language, would, when I ftated the

*' queftion, have committed the fame error,

'^ but for my explications, conceiving that

*' mucus or pus, might be uftd indifferently ;

" from this circumftance it may be furely in-

** ferred, that however eminent a man may
*' be for Greek literature, he is not therefore

*• fufficiently qualified to judge of medical

*^ fubjedls, unlefs affifted by other advan-

tages,
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The confideration of this pafTage fuggefts to

me fome remarks, and inferences, which I am

unwilling entirely to fupprefs. I will not

captioufly take occafion here to fuppofe that

Mr. Crowther meant to infinuate, that he

himfelf was ftill profounder than the pre-

eminent Greek fcholar, whom he, by his

' explications" happily faved from commit-

ting the fame error which I have committed,

by giving an innocent explanation of a Greek

fentence or two, which feems to have offended

him exceedingly.

I will not do Mr. Crowther the iajuftice,

which I fmcerely think it would be, to put

fuch an unfavourable conftrudion on his

words, not intended^ I believe, to convey any

liich meaning. But in confideration of their

beneficial efl^ecfl: on a gentleman fo highly, and

I doubt not, fo jufl:ly praifed, and confequently

conceiving that the expianatiojis muft have

been very learned, I for one, regret they are

not more explicitly ftated, and communicated

to the public, with a particular account of the

queflion which he ftated to his friend.
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The communication of fuch powerful expla-

nations, would have come too late to havefaved

me from committing my error, but it might

have been a warning, and a falvation to others,

and perhaps might have reclaimed me from

perfifting "^ pertinacioufly" in an erroneous

courfe.

But a clearer and an undeniable meaning of

thepaflage quoted is, that an ignorance of the

medical diftinftion between pus and mucus ^ and

a fuppofition of their being {ynonimous,or very

nearly fynonimous terms, muft conftantly lead

the beft Greek fcholars to '' commit juft fuch

an error as I have committed," and would have

led the gentleman '' pre-eminently diftin-

guifhed for his profound knowledge in the

Greek language" to have given the fame, or

fimilartranflations of thefetwo fhort aphorifms

but for Mr. Crovvther's explanations^ which

proved zfalvo in his cafe, though they failed in

mine.

I am very unwilling to advert again to this

momentous diftindion htlvjt^n pus znA mucus.

But as the original date of the aphorifms, and

theoriginaldateofthisimportantdiftin£lion,arc
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far, very far from being fynchronous, lam to-

tally at a lofs to conceive how Greek fcholars,

if they were even phyficians, or praflical fur-

geons, could help committing the fame error

that I have committed, and that Mr. Crow-

ther's friend was in fuch im.minent hazard of

committing, during the long, very long inter-

val of time that elapfed from the publication

of the aphorifms, before the diftinflion be-

tween^M^ and mucus entered into any medical

man's head.

I am much inclined to believe that they

muft have interpreted them in much the fame

fenfe in which I have tranflated them, and in

which Mr.Crowther's friend would have better

tranflated them, but for Mr. Crowther's ex-

plajiations^ i, e. as I conceive, by a fatisfac-

tory ftatement of a modern diftinclion be-

tween pus and jimcus^ *' ill founded as it poffi-

'* bly maybe/' of which his friend's profound

fliill in theGreek language could give him no

conception, and of which, as its origination

was fo long poflerior to his time, Hippocrates

himfelf muft have been utt erly ignorant.
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The Greek quotation from fome part of

Hippocrates' works, given in Mr. Crowther's

book, p. 293, and referring tQ I knovy

not what edition qf Hippocrates, p. 411,

proves very clearly, that he denoted both the

laudable, and the impure fluid in the fockets of

joints, by the fame common name of Mv^cc

fo that he certainly knew nothing of this

dlftinclion between pus and mucus^ frorp

which we may furely infer, that the know

ledge, and even the belief of thi$ diftinp-

tion's being well founded, cannot be indif-

penfibly neceflary to the juft underftanding,

or to the right interpretation of his twp

aphorifms in queftion.

It is certainly very true, as Mr. Crow-

ther has difcovered, that " no man, how-

*' ever eminent he may be for Greek

*' literatiire, is therefore fufficiently quali-

'' fied to judge of medical fubjefts, unlefs

'' aflifted by other advantages." He may like

wife in time be moreover convinced, that

no phyfician, or practical furgeon, however

Ikilled he may be in his profeflion, is therefore
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qualified to judge of points of Greek literature,

" unlefb aflifted by other advantages." Would

Mr. Growth er have it believed, that his

learned friend, who could tranflace the Greek

text of Hippocrates into Latin or English

upon fight, ad aperturam libri^ or that I, who

can make a fliift, with the help of Lexicons,

and long poring over a Greek fentence or two

of that author, to underftand and to tranflate

them, could, either of us, be fo abfurd, as to

imagine we were therefore qualified to judge

of medical fubjedls which we knew nothing

about? Non omnia poffumus omnes,

'Tis readily admitted, that a phyfician, or

even a practical furgeon, poffefled of an ac-

quaintance with their original language, and

equal critical (kill, is more likely to ehcit the

true meaning of Hippocrates' aphorifms, than

even an eminent Greek fcholar, quite a novice

in all medical fcience. But what then ? Must

it not ftill be acknowledged, that it is only,

and ultimately by an acquaintance with the

original language in which thej are recorded,
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that their meanings can be afcertained, and

not by any (kill whatfoever either in phyfic,

or in furgery ?

If cafes fhould now and then happen, that

tranflations from the ancient Greek phyficiatis

are at variance with the doflirines and theories

of modern medical men, and that they can-

not any how be broii|,ht to tally with each

other, is it not full as likely that the medical

theories may be unfounded, as that the literary

tranflations may be unfair ? The Greek

having now become a dead language, the

v^ords of it remain unaltered, and unalterable,

while the fafliions of medicine and phyfic are

changing, and changeable continually.

Multa me movent tit ita creclam^ jiire^ an

injuriajudicet lector.

Does not Mr. Growther, in pp. 276, Q.77^

fcem to appropriate to himfelf peculiarly, an

opinion, of which no perfon, who can read

the original, is ever likely to controvert the

propriety ? Who ever doubted about the

60th aphorifm being a fupplement to the

59th ? He thinks '' that if Mr. Ford or I had
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** fo regarded them, we could not hzvt pojfibly

*^ adopted our tranflations of them." I verily

believe that Mr.Ford admitted this obvious,and

proper arrangement of the aphorisms ; but I

certainly know I did fo arrange them more than

fifty years ago ; neverthelefs we adopted the

tranflations, to which, on re -confide ration, I

ilill adhere, fo that Mr.Crowther, if he never

noticed it before, may now fee that impnjjibi'-

lities fometimes happen.

On the whole, I am at an utter lofs to find

out on what Mr. Crowther founds his trufi:,

'^ that he has shewn the impropriety ofadopt-

*' ing either Mr.Ford's, or his friend's tranfla-

** tions, [and what is ftill more wonderful]

*' from the authorities which they themfelves

*' have produced." PraBical Obfervatiom,

p. 285.

I fliould be much obliged to any person who

would point out to me in Mr.Crowther's book,

.a fingle tittle where'^he has fhewn this impro^

priety in any degree, or upon any authorities

whatfoever,of our having adopted tranflations,

that remain ftill unanfwered, and which
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now, by rcvifal, and a ftrider adherence to the

original text, are rendered lefs liable to mifre-

prefentation ; and I can ftUl more than before

venture to affirm, ^'that there is not a fingle

*' word in the original text ofany importance,

" which I have knowingly warped, violated,

^' or tranflated meo periculo,''

An hcecfint congrua^ et confentanea, kcioris,

eritjudicium. Sed his diutius immorariy alte-

riiis e/iy et otij, et operce^ quam qucB nojira

nuncfunt.

According to this tranflation, which I con-

ceive to be well fupported, the do£lrine of

Mr. Ford's book, appears to me to be the

dodrine of the father of medicine ; and the

fenfe and purport of the 59th aph. fedion VI.

juft amounts to this, '' In a long hip-

^^ difeafe, the hip-joint ftands out forwards,

*' the hip falls in behind, and purulent matter

" fupervenes.*'

HippocrateSja lagacious indefatigable obfer-

ver, either firfr made this difcovery, or he was

inftrufted in it by Democritus, from whom it

is faid, he acquired much information, and he
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has recorded it for the benefit ofmankind,with

the philofophical preciiion of a fcholar, and

the elegant felicity of a gentleman.

After what has beenfaid of the 59th aphor-

ifm, it feems unnecelTary to add any thing to

what has been ftated of the 6oth5 in the text,

and notes, pages 67^ &c.

This appendix, with the notes, was com-

municated to Mr. Ford, in writing, at diffe-

rent times, in the year 1 7y4f ; January 30th,

in the year 180S, March 1 ; and to his ne-

phew, April 10, 1810, by a fincere friend to

the Author, and a real well-wisher to the

Editor.

Si quid novisti rectius istis

Candide impertias, si noji his uiere mecum*

J. c.

More than ten years after the firft publi-

cation of this work, A.D. 1805, a pamphlet

of fifty-five pages appeared, to which the

note in page 75th of this edition has a refer-

ence. It was written by William Falconer,
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M.D. F.R.S. Phyficiaii to the Bath General

HofpitaL It is entitled a " Differtation on

^* IscHiAs ; or the Difeafe of the Hip-Joint,

'' commonly called a Hip Case ; and on the

" ufe of the Bath Waters, as a Remedy in

" this Complaint."

From the penult leaf of this pamphlet,

page 53^ I extract what follows, marked with

inverted commas.

*^ Mr.Edward Ford, Surgeon to the Weft-

*^ minfter General Dispenfary, publiflied,

*' A.D. 17S)4, a work, entituled, ' Obferva-

*^ tions on the Difeafe of the Hip-Joint, &c.'*

" This gentleman has given a good de-

*' fcription of the difeafe, and has added feve-

*' ral ufeful plates, particularly thefirft, which

*' (hews the ftate of the mufcles covering

" the nates, and thofe immediately below

" them, which afford feme of the earlie ft

*' and decifive figns of the prefence of the-

" difeafe."

" His indications of cure appear to me to

*' be proper and judicious. Lam, however,

*' indined to think that he places too much
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*' dependance on the benefit to be derived

*' froiii iiTue^^ and too little on the effeds of

" the warm bath.'*

*' Had he confidered Dr. Charlton's re-

*f port of the; proportion of thofe benefited by

'^ the warm bath, he would probably have

" ranked it higher in bis eftimation."

The Editor feels it his duty here to explain

a little on the concluding paragraph of this

extraft, lb likely to lead fuch as are unac-

quainted with Mr. Ford's book, to think thai

he had either neglected to fpeak of Dr. Charl-

ton's *' Treatife5"&c. or that he had fpoken of

it inconfiderately. 1 well know that Mr.

Ford was very careful not to overlook any

thing then in print, that had the leaft bearing

on the fubjefl; of his work, and could be got

here. Whatever he difcovered relative to it,

was fiire to be weighed with attention, ex-

amined with care, and mentioned with

candour.

It was never his w^ay to appropriate to

hirofelf a tittle of w^hat he knew^ to belong to

another, to borrow without acknowledge-
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ment, of to treat any publication, of its

author^ otherwife than with generous juftice.

Thole who knew him will readily concur

in this teftimony ; and thofe who knew him

not, need but turn to the 2nd fection of his

book, \^here^ particularly from page 44 to

page 49? inclufive^ they will find ample and

fatisfadory evidence, that Mr. Ford had %it>eU

confidered Dr* Charlton's report, on which it

now becomes requifite to remark, as iindue

iirefs feems to be laid tipoil it.

In the firft place, it is adndiitted by Dr. Fal-

coner, that the Bath waters are confelTedly

prejudicial in every fituation accompanied

with hedtic fevef ; arid in the next place^

what Mr. Cfowthef afRrms in his book, page

1,2,5, 7, and 258 merits confideration t

*^ Children are peculiarly fubjedl to the difeafe

" in queftion, and no cafe has hitherto occur-

^' red to me in which the patient was not of

*^ zfirumoiishdbit, AfFeSions of this articu-

*' lation, (the hip-joint) produced by accident,

*^ may not all be of ^ fcrophulous nature, but

^^ the majiority of fuck cafes is undoubtedly of
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** that defcription." Confequently by hecii-

calfymptoms^ and Jirumous and fcrophulous

taints, much the majority of patients labour-

ing under the hip difeafe, can derive no fort

of benefit from the remedy recommended for

this afflidlion by Dr. Falconer, for the good

efFe<3:s of the Bath waters on fcrophulous com-

plaints, is not by any means generally acknow-

ledged ; though the Dodior mentions one con-

fequencc attending the ufe of them, which is

really miraculous, if future obfervation fhould

confirm it*.

" The firft good efFeds of bathing in the hot

'^ bath (at Bath) are to abate the ftifFnefs and

" pain of the joint, and to afford a greater

'^ latitude and extent of motion. This is often

" perceived after ufing it three or four times.

'' As the efFefe of the remedy proceed, the

*' forenefs and fwelling diminilh, the no6lur-

*' nal pain,which is often very diftrefRng,abates,

" the power of fupporting the body on the

*^ lower limbs, on the afFe£led fide, increafes,

* See his pamphlet, entitled " A DilTertation on IfchiaSj"

&:c. pages 22, 23,

U
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'' the legs, whether ,/Iiorter or longer, ap-

'^ proach towards their proper dimenfions,

'' and the mufcles, that were let down and

*' w^afted, regain their natural fhape, firmnefs

*' and plumpnefs !"

Asthe doctorhas excepted all perfons diftreffed

with this grievous complaint from the benefit

of the REMEDY he recommends, if they have

hedical fymptoms, in which cafe it is '^con-

'' feffedlv prejudicial
;" he has taken no notice,

in enumerating the caufesof the difeafe,of the

moftufual/6To;jAwfo2i5' nature ofit,althoughMr.

Crowther properly maintains that the majority

of the cafes of the hip-difeafe are undoubtedly

of that defer iption.

The moft numerous clafs of fufferers from

this complaint would therefore, even at an

earlv fta^^e of the difeafe, undergo the trouble

and expence of repairing to Bath in vain ; as

Dr. Falconer, if he difcovered that they were

either hectical orfcrophuluiis,with equal earneft-

nefs would recommend them not to make any

trial of this remedy, " confeffedly prejudi-

cial in their cafes," as it would '^ ferve only

fn acTcrravate their mifery,and haften thek dif-
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folutioii," and multiply the deaths from the

difeafe at Bath, to the difadvantage of its

reports.

It seems that a trial of the Bath waters is
'—

»

moreover inadmiffable, if matter has been

formed ; or if it be forming soon after their

arrival at Bath. " Thefe, therefore, fays the

'^ Do£tor fliould beflruck out of the account,

*^ as proving nothing either of the efficacy or

*' inefficacy ofthe waters. The greateft part

*' of them (why did he not fay all of them)

*' ought not (he fays) to have been fent hither

'' at all."

Let it be obferved, that this quotation from

Dr. Falconer's pamphlet, is not introduced

here fo much to prove, or to difprove the pro-

priety of fending at an early period, this very

numerous clafs of hectical ^LwAfcrophulous fuf-

ferers from the hip-difeafe to Bath, as to ac-

count for the few inftances of deaths from this

complaint ftated in the Bath reports, on which

fallacious argument an undue ftrefs is laid

in proof of the Bath waters being a remedy

for the hip-difeafe, of which fo many dare



[ 292 ]

not make trial, but at the certain nik of '' ag-

" gravating their mifery, or haftening their

'' difolution."

The following quotations from, and refer-

ences to the fame publication, juflify what has

been faid, and ferve to evince, not indeed that

the Bath reports are either not fair, or not

authentic, but that Doftor Falconer holds

them in higher eftimation, and draws a

conclufion from them in aid of his favourite

remedy, that the due confideration of their

nature and efficacy by no means warrants.

^'*As Bath-waters are confeffedly prejudicial

*^ in every fituation accompanied with he6lic

'^ fever5wefeldom witnefs thelaft ftage of this

^' difeafe ; fuch perfons being ufuallyfent home

*' as incapable of recovering benefit from this

' ' remedy. Sometimes indeed we have been

"^ neceffitated to retain fuch diftreffed objeds,

' until the termination of their miferies" &c.

Again

—

" It happens indeed fometlmes

*' either from the difeafe beincf too far advane-o
*^ ed before the patients are fent, or from

* Ibidem^ pages 9, 10, 27, 28, 32^ and 33.
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*^* the tendency of the conftltution to he^Jlic

'^ fever, that fuppu ration will come on in

^' fpite of our efforts to prevent it. Such

" cafes being no longer fit fubjeds for a trial

" of the waters, are generally fent home, &c.

*' If weather, diftance, or the violence of the

'^ difeafe, will not admit of their removal,

*' they remain at the hofpital, to pay the laft

*^ debt to nature, &c.'* /

Dr. Falconer, in the fame publication, page

52, has inferted the following note

:

" Dr. Charlton fays, that Dr. Oliver juftly

" remarks, that when the cafe is recent, and

** the patient young, our waters (the Bath

** \^aters) frequently efFe£l a cure. To which

" he adds, that when the difeafe has been of

*' long {landing, they feldom do much fer-

*' vice ; and if the parts are much inflamed,

" but particularly if matter is formed, the ufe

" of them is highly injurious. Recent cafes

** in all difeales admit moft eafily of relief, but

" in the prefent,we need not delpair from the

" long continuance only of the difeafe, pro-

" vided it has not advanced to the ftate of
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" fuppuration and hedic fever. It is not the

'^ long continuance only of the difeafe, but

'' the advanced ftage of it, that renders the

** waters improper."

Dr. Falconer, in his 33d page, fays the re-

gifter of the Bath hofpital is a moft accurate

and authentic medical record, and from his

very competent knowledge of it, and his own

very relpefliable chara£ler, there can be no

doubt of its being as accurate and authentic

as he ftates it to, be.

But taking into the confideration the very

many cafes in which the Bath waters are ac-

knowledged to be not only ufelefs, but even

injurious and prejudicial ; andalfothe great dare

taken at Bath to prevent any perfons from dy-

ing there of the hip difeafe, evinced by the

preceding extracts, and references, it is very

eafy to account for the comparatively few

deaths of this nature r^.giftered in their re-

cords. It might well have been expected

that fuch few deaths fhould have been ftill

fewer ; and on the whole of the argument,

the calculations from he r tables, inftead of
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being in favour of the efficacy of the Bath

waters in hip difeafes, feem rather to prove

their inefficacy with refped to the preferva-

tion of life in fuch cafes.

From what has been {aid, I conclude that

Dr. Falconer has laid more ftrefs on Dr.

Charlton's report than it can fairly bear ; and

that Mr. Ford confidered it well, and ranked

it properly in his eftimation. He has faid

juft as much, and juft as little/br and againji

the '^ Ufe of the Bath-waters as a Remedy in

** the Complaint of the Hip Joint," as his

judicious obfervation in a long and extenfive

praftice warranted him to fay, and no more

in either way, pro or con. He could likewife

have faid, with perfed veracity, that he had

no temptation to warp his judgment either

for, or againft the efficacy of warm bathing.

E.

FINIS.

Hayden, Printer, Brydges Street, Covent Gard«ii.





EXPLANATION OF THE PLATES.

Plate L See Se^ion I, page 14.

X HIS figure is intended to fhew the elonga-

tion of the limb, its general emaciated appear-

ance, the flatnefs of the nates on the difeafed

fide, with other circumftances attending the

early periods of the difeafe of the hip joint.

Plate II.

This figure reprefents the limb ihortened, and

anchylofed, the patient having undergone re-

peated fuppurations from a caries in the hip

joint; this and the pieceding figures were

taken by Mr. Birnie ; the firfl, from a patient,

who is now afflidled with the fymptoms of dif-

eafe in the hip joint in its early ftate, antece-

dent to an external fuppuration and the ihort-

ening of the limb; the other from the Cafe

defcribed, p. 169.
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Plate III.

The carious bones reprefented in this plate,

were taken from the patient, whofe cafe is re-

lated in the fir ft Section, p. 24,

Fig. L a. Shews a probe paffed into a fmall

hole, occalioned by caries of the cotyloid ca-

vity.

Fig II. B. fhews the probe pafTed through

the cotyloid cavity, to the external fide of the

OS innominatum, where a caries had taken

place more confiderable, than that in the aceta-

bulum coxendicis.

Plate IV.

Reprefents the anchylofis of the hip joint,

referred to in Sedl, V. p. 164.

A. The fpine of the OS ilium.

B. The head of the thigh bone, anchylofed

in the cotyloid cavity.

C. The trochanter major,

D. Portions of difeafed bone, which had

united to the thigh bone, and ul timely pro-

duced no inconvenience to the patient, as he

had for a long time, previous to his death, re^

covered from the complaint in the hip joinr.
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E. The ifchion and os pubis, both of which

fhew evident nriarks of having fuffered great

difeafe.

Plate V. See pag. i68.

Fig. I. A. Shews the head and neck of the

thigh bone, almoft deflroyed by caries, the re-

mainder of the thigh bone, being free from

difeafe.

Fig. II. A. Shews the cotyloida vityen-

tirely obliterated.

B. The cotyloid cavity^ the oppolite fide

in. a found and healthy ilate.

C. The OS facrum incurvated in fuch a man-

ner, as to produce a contraction of the fupe-

riour aperture of the pelvis.

D. The OS pubis, and ifchion, fhewing evi-

dent marks of having been fubjedled to caries.

Plate VI. See Case XVI. pag. i8i.

Fig. I. A. The head of the thighbone carious;

it appears rough, (hooting out into fmall points

which might in procefs of time have united

with the new bone formed in the cotyloid

cavity, aud finally produced an anchylofis, if

the progrefs of the difeafe had been favourable.
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Fig II. A. Spine of the os ilium difeafed.

B. The cotyloid cavity, entirely deftroyed.

C. A mafs of new bony matter formed in

the cavity, which, like the callus of a fradured

bone, would in the courfe of time, have pro-

bably filled up the fpace, formerly occupied

^ by the head of the thigh bone, and might ul-

tLr.ately have coalefced with it*

D. Various portions of the os innominatum

affeded with caries.

Plate VII.

Is intended to fhew a caries of the joint of

the wrifl, the bones united by anchylofis : the

difeafe is reprefented in two figures, in order

to demonflrate a complete union of the carious

joint,

Plate VIII.

Shews the carious fpine, more particularly

* defcribed in Secfl. VI. p. 241.

A. Carious vertebras, either completely or

partially united by anchylofis.

B. Carious vertebrae, difunited from each

other, but evidently fhewing a tendency to-

wards a coalefcence of furfaces.

C Intervertebral fubflance not affecled by

the difeafe.
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MEDICAL BOOKS
Lately Published by

J. CALLOW,
No. 10, CROWN COURT, PRINCES STREET,

'

SOHO,

Who either gives the full Value for Medical Books, or

exchanges them.

1—ADAIR'S ESSAYS on FASHIONABLE DISEASES,
hoards, price 3s. Qd.

2—AITKINV ESSAYS on FRACTURES and LUXATIONS,
Swo. plates, boards, 4s, 1800.

3—ANDREX^'S's OBSERVATIONS on the APPLICATION
of LUNAR CAUSTIC to STRICTURES in the URETHRA
and the GESOPHAGUS : illustrated by Cases, and with

Plates, byM. W, Andkews, M. D. Member of the Royal

College of Surgeons, London, and now Physician at Madeira^

octavo, hoards, price 5s. 6d.

4—ADAMS'S (Dr. Joseph) GUIDE to MADEIRA, containing

a Short Account of Funcliall, with Instructions to such as

repair to that Island for Health, 2nd edit, price \s 6d.

5-—ADAMS'S (Dr. Joseph) OBSERVATIONS on the CAN-
CEROUS BREAST, sewed, 3s 6d.

6—ADAMS—An INQUIRY into the LAWS of EPIDEMICS
with Remarks on the Plans lately proposed for exterminating

the Small-pox.—By Joseph Adams, M. D. F. L. S. hoards,

price 5s 6d, Qvo,

;—ADAMS'S OBSERVATIONS on MORBID POISONS, in

Two Parts :—Part I. Containing Syphilis, Yaws, Sivvens,

Elephantiasis, and the Anomala confounded with them. Part

II. On Acute Contagions, particularly the Variolous and Vac-
cine. Second Edition, illustrated with four coloured engra-

vings, copious practical Remarks, and further Commentaries
on Mr. Hunter's Opinions; by JOSEPH ADAMS, M.D.
F.L.S. Physician to the Small Pox and Inoculation Hospitals,

in one large quarto, boards, ^1 5s

• Some judicious remarks on Variolus and Vaccine Inoculation terminate this

\Vork; which must be considered as far superior to the ephemeral productions of
authors, who want to write themselves into a high road to riches and reiown.
This volume is valuable in another point of view, because it inculcates the habit

of analyzing diseases, and shows the importance of minute attention in traci ig the

history and progress of every series of morbid action."—Vide Edinburgh Joarna!,

Vol. III.

S—BOYER's LECTURES upon DISEASES of the BONES,
arrauged into a Systematic Treatise, by A. Richerand, Pro-

fessor of Anatomy and Philosophy, and pricipal Surgeon to

the Northern Hospital at Paris : translated from the French,
by M. Farrell^ M. D. 2 vol, plates, hoards, lOs,
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fJ—BLANE's OBSERVATIONS on the DISEASES of Seamen,
3d edit'on, hoards, "Js. 8vo.

lO—BISCHOFF's (Fk ED.) Treatise on the Extraction of the
Cataract, plates, sewed, 2s 6d. 8vo.

18—BUTTER'S Dr.William) ACCOUNT of PUERPERAL
FEVERS, as they appeared in Derbyshire and some Of the
Counties adjacent, illustrated by Cases and successful Methods
both of Prevention and Cure, 2s Qd,

i2~-BUTTER's IMPROVED METHOD of OPENING AR-
TERIES. Also, a new Operation for extracting the Cataract.
With Cases and Operations, illustrating the good Effects of
Arteriotomy, Hemlock, and other Remedies in various Dis-
eases, 3.? Qd.

13—BUTTER'S TREATISE on the ANGINA PECTORIS,
2s.

14—BUTTER'S TREATISE on the VENEREAL ROSE,
commonly termed the Gonorrhoea Virulenta, containiug a
simple, safe, and certain Method of Cure, without the use of
Mercury, 2s 6d,

15-BUTTER on the INFANTILE REMITTENT FEVER,
commonly called the Worm Fever 3 accurately describing

that fatal Disease, explaining its Causes and Nature, and dis-

covering an easy, safe, and successful Method of Cure, 2d
edit. Is 6d, I8O6.

i6—BURN'S OBSERVATIONS on seme of the most frequent

and important DISEASES of the HEART ; on ANEURISM
of the THORACIC AORTA ; on PRETERNATURAL
PULSATION in the Epigastric Region ; and on the unusual
Origin and Distribution of some of the largest Arteries of the

Human Body. By Allan Burn, Lecturer on Anatomy and
Surgery, Glasgow, boards, ys. S^'^o.

1;—BADHAM's OBSERVATIONS on the INFLAMMA-
TORY AFFECTIONS of the MUCUS MEMBRANE of

the Bronchiae, comprehending an Account of the acute In-

flammation of the patrs—of Peripneumonia Notha, and of

Chronic Coughs, &c. By Charles Badham, M.D. Lecturer

on the Practice of Physic, &c. and Physician to the West-
minster General Dispensary, boards, 4s. i2mo.

18—CLARK'S (Johh) OBSERVATIONS on the DISEASES
which prevail in LONG VOYAGES to HOT COUNTRIES,
particularly to the East Indies : and on the same Diseases as

they appear in Great Britain, 8vo. boards, 'Js, 6d. I8O9.

10—CURSORY REMARKS on CORPULENCE.—By a

Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, sewedy2s. Svo.

Think not, ye Candidates for health.

That ought can gain the wished-for prize

(Or pill or potion, power or wealth).

But temperance and exercise.

20—CARMICHAEL's ESSAY on the NATURE and CURE
of SCROFULA, and a Demonstration of its Origin from

Disorder of the Digestive Organs; interspersed with Observa-
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tions on the General Treatment of Children.—By Richard
Carmichael, Sargeon, Dublin, 8vo, boards, 5s.

21—CARMICHAEL's ESSAY on the Effects ofCarbonate and
other Preparations of Iron, upon CANCER 3 with an Inquiry

into the Nature of that and other Diseases, to which it bears a

Relation. By Richard Carmichael, Surgeon, 2d edit,

considerably enlarged and improved, hoards, \0s 6d. 8vo.

22—CUTHBERTSON's PRACTICAL TREATISE on ELEC-
TRICITY and GALVANISM, by John Cuthbert^on, Philo-

sophical Instrument Maker, and Member of the Philosophical

Societies of Holland and Utrecht, in one vol. 8vo. illustrated

with nine copper plates, boards, 10s 6d,

23—CRICHTON's SYNOPTICAL TABLE of DISEASES,
exhibiting their Arrangement in Classes, Orders, Genera, and

Species, designed for the Use of Students, on two sheets, im-
perial folio, 2^ 6d.

24—COPELAND's OBSERVATIONS on some of the

principal DISEASES of the RECTUM and ANUS : parti-

cularly Stricture of the Rectum, the Haemorrhoidal Excres-

cence and Fistula in Ano,—By Thomas Copeland, Fellow of
the Royal College of Surgeons, and Assistant Surgeon to the

Westminster General Dispensary, boards, 5s. 1810.

25—CROWTHER's PRACTICxAL OBSERVATIONS on the

DISEASE of the JOINTS, commonly called WHITE
SWELLING; with some Remarks on Caries, Necrosis, and
Sorophulous Abscess ; in which a new and successful Method
of treating these Diseases is peinted out. Second edit, with
considerable additions and improvements. By Bryan Crow-
ther. Member of the Royal College of Surgeons in London,
and Surgeon to Bridewell and Bethlem Hospitals,—in one
volume 8vo. illustrated with seven coloured plates, 10^. 6d,

boards,—Ditto large paper, witli proof impressions of th©
plates, ]6s.

26—A. CORN. CELSI DE MEDICINA Libri Octoquibus
accedunt, Indices Capitum Autorum et Rerum ex Ricensione
Leonardi Targse. In Svo. boards, I2s,

27—COUPER's SPECULATIONS on the MODE and AP-
PEARANCES of IMPREGNATION in the HUMAN
FEMALE ; with an Account of the Principal Ancient, and
an Examination of the Modern Theories of Generation, the

3d editioiu with co?2sidcrahfe additions, 4s.

28—DUFOUR's TREATISE on DISEASES of the URE-
THRA, particularly describing the various Symptoms attend-
ing Strictures, Obstructious, Gleets, &c. and on the Prevention
of the Stone and Gravel, with a Variety of Cases, tending to

shew the Efficacy of Daran's medicated Bougies, and a new-
Method of treating a Gonorrhoea, &c. 7th edition, considerably
enlarged, 3^.

20—DAUBENTON*s OBSERVATIONS on INDIGESTION,
in which is satisfactorily shewn the Efficacy of Ipecacuanha,
in relieving this, as well as its connected Train of Complaints
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peculiar to the Decline of Life, translated from tke French^
3rd edit, with Additions, by Dr. Buchan, \s 6d. \80g.

«0—DOMElERs OBSERVATIONS oa the CLIMATE,
MANNERS, and AMUSEMENTS of MALTA} prin-

cipally intended for the Information of Invalids repairing

to that Island for the riccovery of Health. . By William Do-
meier, M,D. of the Royal College of Physicians of London,
sewed, 2s:

31—EARLE's (Sir James) LETTER, containing some Obser-
vations on the Fractures of the Lower Limbs : to which is

added an Account of a Contrivance to administer Cleanliness

and Comfort to the Bed-ridden, or Persons conBned to Bed
by Age, Accident, Sickness, or any other Infirmity, with
Explanatory Plates, sewed, 3s.

S2—EARLE's (Sir James) OBSERVATIONS on H^MOR-
RHOIDAL EXCRESCENCES, 2nd edit, seived, is Qd,

3S-_F0RD's OBSERVATIONS on the DISEASE of the HIP
JOINT 5 to which is added, some Kemarks on White Swel-
lings of the Knee, the Caries of the Joint of the Wrist, and
other similar Complaints. The whole illustrated by Cases
and Engravings, taken from the Diseased Part. By the
late Edv/ard Ford, Esq. F. S. A. The Second Edition,

revised carefully, with some additional Observations, by
Thomas Cofeland, Fellow of the College of Surgeons, and
Assistaiit- Surgeon to the Westminster General Dispensary.

Illustrated with 8 copper plates, 8vo. hoards,

34-^GRIFFITH's PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS on the

CURE of HECTIC and SLOW FEVERS and the PULMO-
NARY CONSUMPTION, to which is added, a Method of
treating several Kinds of Internal Hemorrhages, a new edition,

»ewed, \s 6d.

^5—GIBBON'S MEDICAL CASES and REMARKS, Part I.

on the Good Effects of Salivation in Jaundice, arising from
Calculi. Part IL on the free Use of Nitre in Haemorrhages,
hoards, 2s 6d. 8vo.

36—GIRDLESTONE on DIABETES, with an Historical

Sketch of that Disease, sewed,, 2s Qd. 8vo.

37—GORDON'S (Dr. Alekandvr) TREATISE on the EPI-
DEMIC PUERPERAL FEVER of ABERDEEN, sewed,

2s Qd.

38-.HARTY's (Dr.) OBSERVATIONS on the SIMPLE DY-
SENTERY, and its COMBINATIONS; containing a Re-
view of the most celebrated Authors, who have written on
this subject, and also an Investigation into the Source of Con-
tagion, in that and some other Diseases, hoards, ys Qd. Svo.

*' This Work we find no difnculty in recommend ?ng to our Readers , it con-

tains, unquesuonably, a larger mass of evidence than is any vviiere else to be found,

of the various species of this formidable disease ; and again we think it right

cnce more to recommend the Work before us, as the most valuable digest of all

that has been written upon it.—Vide Meoical and' Physical Journal, fo,f

,D=cember,i8oj =
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" We have derived much gratification from the perusal of this volume, since,

without going the complete length of all his speculations, we think that the Au*
thorhas manifested a considerable share of ability in their support ; he merits the
praise of sagacity, for the selection and arrangement of his materials ; of great in*

dustry, in the coiJection of them ; and of having manifested a becoming modesty
in the enunciation of his own conjectures."—Vide Monthly Rev. for June,

I806.

39—HUNTER'S (John) TREATISE on the VENEREAL
DISEASE, with an Introduction and Commentaryj^by Dr.Jo-
SEPH Adams, boards, \4s. 8vo,

40—HAMILTON'S OBSERVATIONS on SCROPHULOUS
AFFECTIONS, with Remarks on Schirrus Cancer, and
Rachitis, hoards, 3s. 12mo.

41—HUME'S OBSERVATIONS on the ANGINA PECTO-
RIS, GOUT, and COW-POX, hoards, 2s,

42—HIGGINS's (William) ESSAY on the THEORY and
PRACTICE of BLEACHING, wherein the Sulphuret of
LIME is recommended as a Substitute for Pot Ash, sewed, 2s»

43—HA SLAM'S OBSERVATIONS on MADNESS and ME-
LANCHOLY: including Practical Remarks on those Diseases;

together with Cases, and an Account of the Morbid Appear-
ances on Dissection. By John Haslam, late of Pembroke
Hall, Cambridge -, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons,

and Apotl>ecary to Bethlem Hospital, 2nd edit, considerably

enlarged, in one vol. Svo. hoards, Qs,

44—JOHNSON'S PRACTICAL ESSAY on CANCER, being
the Substance of Observations, to which the Annual Prize for

1S08 was adjudged by the Royal College of Surgeons, Lon-
don. By CHRlSTornisR TuKNEU JoHNSON, SurgCOH, of
Exeter, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, ofLondon,
and of the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh, Svo. hoards,

5s, 6d.] SlO,

45—IDENTITIES ASCERTAINED ; or, an Illustration of
Mr, Ware's Opinion respecting the sameness of Infection in

Venereal Gonorrhoea, and the Opthalmia of Egypt. With aa
Examination of Affinity between ancient Leprosy and Lues,
2s 6d, Svo. 1810.

46—KEATE's CASES of the HYDROCELE and HERNIA
INCARCERATA, sewed, U 6d.

47—LIND on DISEASES incidental to EUROPEANS in HOT
CLIMATES, with the Method of preventing their fatal Con-
sequences, the Sixth Edition, in one vol. octavo, price 8s,

hoards, 1808.

48—LAWRENCE'S (William) TREATISE on RUP-
TURES, containing an Anatomical Description of each.

Series j with an Account of its Symptoms, Progress and
Treatment. Illustrated with plates. By William Lawrence,
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, and Demonstrator
of Anatomy, at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 2?z large Svo.

hoards, 1810.

'• Mr. Lawrence has done his part: he has united in this Effay elegance of

knguage, cwr«cuieis of defcription, a defcrimin&^ng judgment, and a fwi4 «f
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learnings, which does equal credit to his talents and his induftry."

—

Critical

Revieiv for Feb. 1808.
" We take leave of this truly ufeful performancf, which we conceive it muft

be unneceiTary to recommend, as it v/ill doubtlefs form a part of every Medical
library. "—Vide Med. yournaly No. 107.

40—LONDON PRACTICE of MIDWIFERY, or a MANUAL
for STUDENTS j being a complete Course of Practical Mid-
wifery J in which are included the Treatment of Lying-in

Women and the Diseases of Children^ the second edition cor-

rected, 12mo. hoardsy 6s.

SO—LUXMORE's FAMILIAR OBSERVATIONS on RUP-
TURES, for the Use of Patients of both Sexes afflicted with
those Complaints. Second edition, price 2s.

51—LIPSCOMB'S MANUAL of INOCULATION, for the

Use of the Faculty and private families
;

pointing out the

most approved method of Inoculating, and conducting Pa-
tients through the Small Pox, sewed, 1 s.

52—MEDICAL FACTS and OBSERVATIONS; consisting

principally of original Communications from Gentlemen of
the Faculty on important Subjects, in Medicine and Surgery,

&c. by Dr. Simmons, vol. 8, hoards, 4s 6d, Svo.

53—MEMIS's (John) MIDWIFE'S POCKET COMPA-
NION, or a Practical Treatise of Midwifery on a new Plan,

sewed. Is 6d. 12mo.
54—NISBET's (Dr. William) INQUIRY into the HISTO-
RY, NATURE, CAUSES, and DIFFERENT MODES of

TREATMENT HITHERTO PURSUED in the CURE
of SCROFULA, PULMONARV CONSUMPTION, and
CANCER, 2nd edit. Svo. loar^^s, 4s.

55—PAUL on ARTIFICIAL MINERAL WATERS, setved,

2s:

56-POLE's ANATOMICAL INSTRUCTOR, or an Illus-

stration of the modern and most approved Method of preparing

and preserving the different Parts of the Human Body, and of
Quadrupeds, with plates, hoards, 7s, Svo.

5;—PEARSON'S (John) PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS
on CANCEROUS COMPLAINTS, with an Account of

some Diseases which have been confounded with the Cancer 3

also Critical Remarks on some of the Operations performed

in Cancerous Cases, sewedy 2s 6d, Svo.

SB—PEARSON'S PRINCIPLES of SURGERY, for the Use
of Chirurgical Students. A new Edition, with Additions. By
John Pearson, F.R.S. Senior Surgeon to the Lock Hospital

and Asylum, Surgeon to the Public Dispensary, and
Reader on the Principles and Practice of Surgery, in one vol.

Svo. 8s Qd.

59—PEARSON'S OBSERVATIONS on the EFFECTS of

VARIOUS ARTICLES of the MATERIA MEDICA, in

the CURE of LUES VENEREA, illustrated with Cases. By
John Pearson, F.R.S. Senior Surgeon of the Lock Hospital

and Asylum, and Surgeon to the Public Dispensatory ; Reader

on the Principles and Practice of Surgery, 2d edit, with ad*

ditions. Is. Svo.
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60—-POTT'S CHIRURGICAL WORKS, 3 vol. 8vo. nev^,

hoards^ \Ss. 1783.

61—POTT's CHIRURGICAL WORKS, a neiu fdltion, with

his last corrections; to which are added, a short Account of

the Life of the Author, a Method of curing the Hydrocele by

Injection, and Occasional Notes and Observations, by Sir

James Earle, F.R.S. Surgeon Extraordinary to the King, &c.

3 vol. lourds, Xljs. 1808.

62—ROYSTON's OBSERVATIONS on the RISE and PRO-
GRESS of the MEDICAL ART in the BRITISH EMPIRE;
containing Remarks on Medical Literature, and a View of a

Bibliographia Medicinae Britannicae, by W, Royston, Esq. 2s.

63—RICHARAND's ELEMENTS of PHYSIOLOGY ^ con-

taining a comprehensive View and clear Explanation of the

Functions of the Human Body, in which the modern Im-
provements in Chemistry, Galvanism, and other Sciences, are

applied to explain the Actions of the Animal Economy, with

a new Classification, and copious Index ; translated from the

French of A. Richerand, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology,

and principal Surgeon of the Hospital of the North., in Paris.

By Robert Kerrison, Member of the Royal College of Sur-
geons in London, &c. In one closely printed vol. Svo. 6s;

Ijoards, 1806
64—REES's (Dr. George) OBSERVATIONS on DISEASES

of the UTERUS 3 in which are included Remarks on Moles,
Polypi, and Prolapsus, as also on Scirrhous and Cancerous
Affections of that Organ, hoards, As Qd. Svo.

65—REES's ^Di-. George) TREATISE on the PRIMARY
SYMPTOMS cf LUES VENERIA, with a concise, critical,

and chronological Account of all the English Writers on this

Subject, from 1/35 to 1783, to which is added, an Analysis of
a Course of Lectures delivered by the Author, boards^ 5s. Svo;

66—ROLLO's CASES of the DIABETES MELLITUS, with
the Results of the Trials of certain Acids and other Sub-
stances, in the Cure of the Lues Veneria, 2d edit; with large

additions, hoards, 6?. Svo.

6/—RICHTER's MEDICAL and SURGICAL OBSERVA-
TIONS, Svo. 5s,

68-.RYDING's VETERINARY PATHOLOGY,or a Treatise
on the Cure and Progress of the Disease of the Horse, &c,&c.
and an Appendix, or Veterinary Dispensatory, &c. hoards,

3s 6d. Svo,

69. SMITH'S ESSAY on the CAUSES of the VARIETY of
COMPLEXION and FIGURE in the HUMAN SPECIES j

to which are added, STRICTURES on LORD KAIMES*s
DISCOURSE of the ORIGINAL DIVERSITY of MAN-
KIND, hoards, 3s 6d.

;o. UNDERWOOD'S TREATISE on the DISORDERS of
CHILDHOOD and MANAGEMENT ofINFANTS, from
the BIRTH, adapted to Domestic Use, Second Edition, S

vol* hoards, I2si 12mo.
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71. UNDERWOOD'S TREATISE on the DISEASES of

CHILDREN, with Directions for the Management of In-

fantSj from the Birth, and now precisely adapted to profes-

sional Readers. Fifth edition, hoards, 3 vol. 135 dd, 8vo.

72. UNDERWOOD'S SURGICAL TRACTS, containing a

TREATISE on ULCERS of the LEGS, in which former
Modes of Treatment are examined and compared with one
more rational and safe, effected without Rest and Confine-

ment ;—together with Hints on a successful Method of treat-

jng some Scrophulous Tumours, the Mammary Abscess, and
sore Nipples of Lying-in Wom.en ; Observations on the more
common Disorders of the Eye, and on Gangrene, hoards, Qs,

8vo.

73. WADD's (Willi oi) PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS
on the NATURE and CURE of STRICTURES in the

URETHRA, sewtdy 3^, 1808.

74. WEBSTER'S FACTS, tending to shew the CONNEX-
ION of the STOMACH with LIFE, DISEASE, and RE-
COVERY, served, \s 6d.

^5. WATT'S (Robert) CASES of DIABETES, CON-
SUMPTION, &c, ; with Observations on the History and
Treatment of Disease in general, howids, %s.

'^Q. WHATELY's CASES of two extraordinary POLYPI re-

moved from the Nose ; the one by Excision with a new In-

strument, the other by improved Forceps : with an Appendix
describing an improved Instrument for the Fistula in Ano,
"with Observations on that Disease. Illustrated with a copper-

plate, sewed, 2s. Svo.

77. WHATELY's Improved METHOD of treating STRIC-
TURES in the URETHRA, 2d edition, with additions,

boards, 5s. Svo.

MEDICAL SUBSCRIPTION LIBRARY.

CONDITIONS, ^. S, d.

An Annual Subscriber to pay ..o 2 2
Haifa Year i 5 O
Quarter of a Year • ,. 15 O

Annual Subscribers in Town or Country, paying Three Guineas
per annum, allowed an extra number of Books.

Two Octavos allowed at one time j one Folio, or Quarto,, is

reckoned equal to two Octavos,
iwagni'iw' —

yust puhHsked,.,.Oa\\ow's Catalogue of a Modern Collection of

Books, for 1810, comprehending the most approved Authors
in Anatomy, Medicine, Surgery, Chemistry, Botany, Ike,

To which is added, a List of the various Lectures delivered

in London, &c. with the terms of attendance.—Price Is,
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