
By Asher Maxwell
Contributor

As national Democrats continue 
to debate expansive healthcare 
proposals, a conservative policy fi nds 
the spotlight in Tennessee. Governor 
Bill Lee announced this month his 
intention to seek a Medicaid block 
grant from the federal government, 
making Tennessee the fi rst state to do 
so. Under Lee’s proposal, Tennessee 
would serve as the test guinea pig 
for a long-discussed conservative 
alternative to a traditional Medicaid 
program. The Republican governor’s 
goal is to make Medicaid more 
effi cient and save money for the state 
while doing so. 

The idea for this program fi rst 
came in the Reagan Administration. 
The attempt to decentralize control of 
Medicaid was narrowly defeated in 
1981. It was then vetoed by President 
Clinton in 1995 and fi nally failed to 
garner enough votes in 2003. The 
road to a block grant program has 
been wrought with contention, but 
the Trump Administration believes 
it can be successful in its push. 
The idea came back to attention 
after many states refused to expand 
Medicaid under the ACA. The 
federal government, under that bill, 
had authorized additional funds to 
expand the coverage of Medicaid, 
but after a court struck down the 
ability of the Obama Administration 
to force states to comply, many 
refused. Today, fourteen states still 
have not expanded Medicaid, instead 
the funding has gone to other federal 
government projects while the 
residents of those states are still taxed 
the same. The block grant proposal is 
an attempt to change that and allow 
states that did not expand Medicaid 
still to receive that extra funding. 

Tennessee’s Medicaid program, 
TennCare, has struggled to provide 
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By Aden Barton
Managing Editor

After losing the city competition 
last year for the fi rst time in seven 
years, the MBA mock trial team was 
devastated. We had diligently prepared 
for weeks yet had nothing to show for 
it. So, as the season started up again 
for the Empire Atlanta Mock Trial 
Tournament, the team now entered 
the arena with a chip on its shoulder, 
determined to prove that we were, in 
fact, a force to be reckoned with. 

Fortunately, our team was made up 

of veteran mock trial-ers, consisting of 
only seniors and juniors, all of whom 
had mock trial experience under their 
belts. Two members of the team had 
even gone to summer programs to 
hone their skills for the year: Matthew 
Kaplan made it to the semi-fi nals of 
the Gladiator Mock Trial Tournament 
in California, and Joseph Bellardo 
was named a top lawyer during a 
mock trial camp at Rhodes. Seniors 
Matthew Hawkins, Zach Brown, and 
Aden Barton also returned to the team 
accompanied by Juniors Ashwin Jain, 
Tuneer Ghosh, C.H. Henry, and Cooper 

Rzasnicki.
The depth of experience and 

talent on the squad meant that it 
was easy for the team to hit the 
ground running. The preparation 
for the competition began in earnest 
weeks before school even started. 
As soon as the case was released, 
the team began creating strategies 
and writing materials. When school 
began, practices shifted to two-hour 
sessions every Monday, Thursday, 
and Saturday. 

Governor Lee’s 
Healthcare Proposal

See MOCK, Page 16 See HEALTHCARE, Page 3

An electric student section ensures that Ensworth feels the heat of the Homecoming game at Tommy Owen.     PHOTO: Darin Hall 
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By Tanuj Koli
Contributor

     The votes are in. On September 
12th, Metro-Council member John 
Cooper defeated David Briley in the 
2019 Nashville mayoral election. With 
a 35,000 vote lead, Cooper took the 
incumbent’s position, promising to 
change Nashville neighborhood by 
neighborhood.
     But what does that mean for the 
city? After Briley’s conceding the 
election, Cooper reassured Nashville 
that he would continue to push for his 
intricate reform of restoring trust and 
prioritizing the needs of the people. 

First, Cooper promises to promote 
infrastructure spending on a large 
number of neighborhood projects. 
He argues that lowering speed limits 
and building sidewalks are the first 
step in building an “incredible path 
into the 21st century.” The mayor 
also calls for extensive transportation 
changes. He advocates for “smart 
solutions” to reduce traffic, such as 
neighborhood bus improvements. 
Cooper’s fervent opposition to the 
2018 transit proposal demonstrates 
his desire to pass only the optimal 
transit plan. In addition to expanding 
the efficacy of public transportation, 
the newly elected mayor advocates 

for broad safety reform. He advocates 
for fully staffing the E-911 call center, 
filling police officer vacancies, and 
bolstering public faith in the police 

via increased training and oversight. 
Additionally, Cooper calls for a 
renewed focus on affordable housing. 
As of now, the mayor has kept his 
specific proposal ambiguous. He does 
envision, however, affordable housing 
“as part of every development Metro 
incentivizes.”
     But what does this mean for 
MBA? One of Cooper’s major 
promises is to drastically increase 
education spending. He advocates 
directing “over half of new revenue 
into our school system.” Many 
believe that his proposal would 
funnel tens of millions of dollars 
to Metro. In his campaign, Cooper 
supported increasing teacher raises 
among other broader reforms. While 
a majority of his policies will only 

affect public schools in our vicinity, 
Cooper’s momentum could have large 
effects on Nashville private schools. 
His financial commitment to public 
education resource development is 
largely unprecedented. If the mayor’s 
visions come to fruition, demand 
for private education could possibly 
decrease in the long run. While 
education reform has the potential to 
radically change the private-public 
dichotomy in the long run, it is likely 
that the students will see more buses, 
sidewalks, and parks within the next 
couple of years.
     But how does it happen? In 
addition to the major proposals, 
Cooper wants to fund a plethora 
of smaller endeavors such as park 
development and new government 
office creation, which all requires 
massive investments. While many 
feared that the income would come 
from raised taxes, Cooper assured the 
voters that he will not support levying 
taxes to pass his policies. Instead, he 
argues that tourism and development 
will bring in all of the necessary 
revenue to fuel his endeavors.
     Is there a trend? Given that the 
two democratic candidates both 
heavily argued for reform in the 
neighborhood, some see that Nashville 
is undergoing a shift from prioritizing 
heavy downtown development to 
focusing on the local communities. 
Cooper’s winning platform was not 
based on rampant economic growth, 
but rather social policy, in the form of 
making our daily commutes shorter, 
our picnics more pleasant, and our 
schools more resourceful.
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John Cooper Wins Election, Sworn in as Mayor

Rapinoe, USWNT Combat Pay Discrimination
By Quinn Kunath

Contributor

     This past July, the United States 
Women’s National Team (USWNT) 
defeated the Netherlands in Lyon, 
France, to retain their Women’s 
World Cup title. During the closing 
ceremonies of their hard-fought 2-0 
win, Megan Rapinoe brought up the 
issue of women’s financial rights 
within the United States Soccer 
Foundation (USSF).
     The fight by the women’s teams 
to be paid as much as the men’s 
team started back in March of this 
year with four USWNT star players’ 
speaking out: Carly Lloyd, Rapinoe, 
Alex Morgan and Becky Sauerbann. 
USSF President Carlos Cordiero 
claimed that favoritism was not a 
factor in how each national team 
received compensation for their hard 
work and that the men’s team was, in 
fact, being paid less than the women’s 
team from 2010 until 2018. During 
that time, the USWNT won one of two 

Women’s World Cup finals in 2011 
and 2015. They also won a gold medal 
at the 2016 Rio Summer Olympics 
while the US Men’s National Team 

qualified for two World Cups under 
harder circumstances and won two 
of four Gold Cup finals. Both men’s 
and women’s teams denied Cordiero’s 

statement, claiming it was “utterly 
false.” Following its victory, the 
team held a parade to commemorate 
winning their fourth World Cup. 

Rapinoe’s speech at the parade 
delivered the message that “we should 
be better,” meaning that we should 
collectively make the world a better, 

fairer place. Cordiero attended the 
parade, but the issues between both 
parties remained. 
     The conflict led to talks about how 
to resolve the issue. These meetings, 
however, did not meet a resolution. 
All members of the USWNT and 
its representative, Molly Levinson, 
formally filed a lawsuit against the 
USSF for their “gender discrimination 
litigation case” on September 11th 
(Levinson). Their argument is that the 
USSF is in violation of the Equal Pay 
Act and Civil Rights Act of 1964.
     Although the USWNT players 
have a right to be aggravated by the 
lower pay they receive, the men’s 
team had fiercer competition for their 
major competitions. The results of the 
USWNT, however, give them a reason 
to question their payment as they 
maintain their winning form. Their 
string of title-winning campaigns in 
both the Women’s World Cup and 
the Olympics show the class and 
composure of this versatile women’s 
team. 

John Cooper celebrates after winning by a surprising 38 point margin in the mayoral 
runoff.                                                                                 PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons

But what does this 
mean for MBA? 
One of Cooper’s 

major promises is to 
drastically increase 

education spending. 
Cooper’s momentum 

could have large 
effects on Nashville 

private schools 

The United States Women’s National Team celebrates after defeating Japan in the  
Women’s World Cup.                                                         PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons
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What’s at Stake with Impeachment

low-income Tennesseeans with 
coverage as the uninsured rate climbs 
and rural hospitals close. Recent data 
from the U.S. Census Bureau report 
that Tennessee is tied for having the 
steepest climb of uninsured people. 
This sharp increase in the uninsured 
can be seen throughout the nation in 
states that did not expand Medicaid. 
The block grant proposal is meant to 
reverse this trend. 

The block grant as proposed would 
have the U.S. Federal Government 
provide Tennessee with a grant of 
money (similar to the way funding 
for interstates works) to fund an 
expansion in TennCare. This would 
allow the state to set its own rules 
on coverage and pricing. Tennessee 
for the past few years has been under 

budget, and under the new policy 
the state would get to keep half the 
money it didn’t spend while the rest 
went to the Federal Government. 
Lee believes Tennessee would 
get to keep $1 Billion to invest in 
improving rural healthcare. But, this 
deal requires negotiations with the 
Trump administration and there is no 
guarantee they would agree to such 
a lenient policy. However, Trump 
has expressed interest in allowing 
block grants and could possibly agree 
to the Governor’s initial offer. The 
negotiations process will be at least 
six to nine months and fraught with 
developments. 

Although this policy enjoys 
great support among conservatives, 
there are many state lawmakers 
and advocacy groups that have 
expressed concern. A block grant 

is a fixed amount of money. This 
risks the block grant running out of 
money when enrollment increases, 
during a recession perhaps. If the 
block grant runs out, many would 
lose coverage. But Lee has said he 
will seek a grant that increases with 
changes in enrollment. Another fear 
is that the profit incentives for states 
could induce them to cut coverage, 
which would add to the already high 
uninsured rate. Already, the Lee 
administration has been criticized 
for alienating certain groups whose 
coverage would be cut with the 
decrease in the budget. The last issue 
of contention is the legality of this 
proposal. Advocacy groups have 
promised to challenge on the grounds 
that it is not within the executive 
authority of Trump. 

Lee’s administration promises these 

profit incentives encourage states to 
be more efficient. They believe that 
the system now encourages states to 
be inefficient, because they receive 
increased funding for increased 
spending. Tennessee’s new governor 
also wants to be the one to decide 
coverage rules, instead of the Federal 
Government. Lee wants to use this 
power to implement exclusivity 
agreements, so that there will be only 
one provider per drug, in an attempt to 
decrease prices. 

Ultimately the success of this 
policy comes down to the ability of 
Tennessee to negotiate a favorable 
agreement, and that agreement’s  
being held legally sound in court. 
If fruitful, Governor Lee will have 
accomplished his crowning legislative 
achievement. 

HEALTHCARE, from Page 1

 By Matt Kaplan
Editor-in-Chief

     Talk of impeachment with regard 
to President Trump has become so 
normalized that we hardly think 
about its implications. It seems as 
if from the day Trump took office, 
the question of the legitimacy of 
his election victory and his possible 
corruption have been at the forefront 
of conversations among all Americans 
engaged in politics. We’ve reached a 
point where, when an important piece 
of information becomes public about 
something the president has done, 
every single person in the country has 
already decided what they think about 
it, and few people actually consider 
the merits of whatever has become 
public.
     Now, however, seems to be the 
appropriate, the necessary time to pay 
attention because the battle that now 
faces the president could result in the 
end of his presidency or his strongest 
victory.
     A few weeks ago, a whistleblower 
came forward and claimed that 
President Trump had pressured the 
president of Ukraine to investigate Joe 
Biden and his son Hunter Biden and 
their possible corruption in Ukraine. 
According to this whistleblower, 
Trump threatened to withhold aid to 
Ukraine during a phone call with the 
Ukrainian president, if the Ukrainian 
government did not conduct such an 
investigation.
     Since the first public release of the 
whistleblower complaint, things have 
moved very quickly. Democrats in the 
House have seized the opportunity 
to begin an impeachment inquiry 
into Trump, and everyone is left 
wondering, “How important is this 
all going to be, and what are its 
implications?”
     First, it’s important to note that an 

impeachment inquiry is not a formal 
impeachment itself. Having an inquiry 
does not mean that the house is voting 
to impeach the president, nor does 
it mean that the president is being 
removed from office. The purpose of 
an inquiry is to give the house specific 
powers to obtain more evidence so 
that the house can therefore subpoena 
certain documents, testimony, and 
other evidence that relate to the case 
that they are trying to present against 
the president.
     With that in mind, that question of 
the importance of the impeachment 
battle can be thought about through 
where the country is right now.
     When the complaint was first made 
public, most of the country did not 
support impeachment. Even many 
Democrats were hesitant about the 
idea of continuing to investigate the 
president after the Mueller report 
ended without the “gotcha” moment 
that the left had bet on. Right before 
news about the Ukraine scandal 
broke, 51% country did not want 
the president impeached, against 
only 40% who did, according to 
FiveThirtyEight.
     Since the breaking of the 
complaint and alleged scandal, 
however, impeachment support has 
risen drastically. Today, for the first 
time in Trump’s presidency, there 
are a greater number of Americans 
who support impeachment than there 
are who do not, at a clip of roughly 
47% who support impeachment and 
45% who are against it, according to 
FiveThirtyEight.
     The tide seems to have turned in 
a big way in recent weeks, but the 
president does have several things 
going for him that may ultimately 
help him emerge stronger from the 
impeachment battle. 
     First, much of the evidence that 
has been released so far has relied on 

the word of a whistleblower. After the 
complaint was made public, the senate 
voted to have the White House release 
a summary of the phone call, and they 
did. The summary that was released 
did not have the direct evidence 
that Democrats were looking for, 
and whether it revealed a “quid pro 
quo” became more, rather than less, 
ambiguous.
     Second, Trump still enjoys 
enormous popularity in his own party. 
He’s only seen a few breaks from 
the party on this issue, from Senator 
Mitt Romney, Senator Ben Sasse, 
and Congressman Will Hurd, who all 
came out and criticized Trump for 
wanting an investigation into Biden’s 
son conducted by the Ukrainian 
government. That no other Republican 
has broken with Trump indicates how 
difficult an impeachment battle will be 
for Democrats, should they decide to 
impeach the president formally. Trump 
also benefits from a strong economy 
and low unemployment. He relies on 
the fact that many Americans care 
much more about their job security 
than about politics and corruption.

     Despite the advantages Trump 
has, he faces the greatest test of his 
presidency thus far. What will happen 
next largely depends on the evidence 
that comes out through the House’s 
subpoenas and hearings, and the 
strategies that each side employs.
     The Democrats understand that 
building on their current momentum 
is the best way forward, and they 
have discussed moving toward an 
impeachment vote as early as this 
year.
     For Trump and the Republicans, 
the strategy of defense has been to 
argue that the original phone call 
with the Ukranian president was 
completely legitimate, articulating that 
the president has a duty to investigate 
corruption and that asking (not 
pressuring) Ukraine to look into Biden 
and his son is a moral obligation, not a 
tactic of political corruption.
     What is most important now is that 
we pay attention. No matter how it 
plays out, it will be an essential part 
of history, because of its immediate 
implications and the precedent it sets 
for politics in the future.

Trump faces the most important battle of his presidency thus far.                        
PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons
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By Matthew Kaplan
Editor-In-Chief

        We’re at an interesting moment 
in the Democratic primary. Most of 
the irrelevant candidates have dropped 
out of the race, but some insist on 
having their voices out there, even if 
no one really cares to listen to them. 
Momentum shifts often in a primary, 
but we’re getting close to a point in this 
election where we can begin to see how 
the race will unfold.
     First, to warn against drawing 
too many conclusions right now, it is 
important to remember that more than 
half of the Democratic electorate is not 
set on whom they will vote for, even if 
they have a current favorite candidate.
     That being said, every candidate 
is in a different spot right now. Each 
of them faces challenges. Some are 
seeing upward trajectories in polling 
and fundraising, and others should 
go ahead and drop out of the election 
altogether.

Here’s my Hot/Not list for the 
Democratic primary right now:

Hot: Elizabeth Warren
     She’s on fire right now. After three 
primary debates, Senator Warren has 
been a near consensus top performer, 
with a consistently energetic message 
about fighting for the working people. 
She owns much of the far left branch 
of the party, and many moderates who 
disagree with her actual policy still 
admire her “fight” and her commitment 
to ideas. In several recent polls, both 
in Iowa (the first and therefore most 
important primary state) and nationally, 
Warren has surpassed Joe Biden for the 
top spot in the field.
     The only caveat to Warren’s success 
is what comes next. Warren has 
consistently climbed in primary polls 
since her campaign began, and she has 
emerged relatively unscathed. Other 
than an occasional hit about raising 
taxes on the middle class to pay for 
medicare for all, she faces few attacks. 
Now that she is a serious frontrunner, 
expect to see other candidates come 
after her more. 

Not: Julian Castro
     Julian Castro is on the cusp of 
dropping out, given the possibility that 
he won’t qualify for the next debate this 
month. Castro began his campaign as 
an extremely well-liked, well-respected 
candidate who could not gain much 
traction in a historically crowded field. 
After a solid performance in the first 
debate, he saw an uptick in his polling 
numbers. 
     However, still unable to move into 
the upper tier, Castro decided to take 
a questionable shot at Vice President 
Joe Biden in the third debate. Castro 
tried to accuse Biden of contradicting 

himself and even asked, on the stage, if 
Biden had forgotten what he had said 
two minutes earlier, a clear reference to 
Biden’s often criticized age. The blow 
did not strike, however, turning off 
many viewers (including myself ). Not 
only was his attack a cheap shot, but 
also he was wrong: Biden didn’t really 
contradict himself in that moment.
     Castro’s attacking Biden on stage was 
not a cause but rather a symptom of his 
struggling campaign, as he revealed his 
need to swing for the fences in hopes of 
getting any support. 

Hot: Pete Buttigieg
     Elizabeth Warren’s media attention 
and momentum overshadow the success 

of other candidates, but if there’s 
another to keep an eye on right now, 
it’s South Bend’s Mayor Pete. After 
raising an astounding $25 million 
in the second quarter of this year, 
the millennial mayor put up another 
impressive $19 million in the third 
quarter.
     He’s been extremely solid. He has 
had no bad moments in the debates, 
only good ones. He has the lowest 
“unfavorability” rating of all the 
candidates in the field. Buttigieg’s 
message is about unity, less about 
whether he’s more moderate or far left, 
and he refrains from attacking other 
candidates personally. 
     If the more moderately left branch 
of the electorate outweighs the far left 
base that supports Warren and Bernie 
Sanders, and Biden struggles to connect 
with the moderate block or makes 
a campaign-ending mistake (which 
very well may happen), look for Pete 
Buttigieg to emerge from the crowded 
field as a well-liked face of hope for the 
party. He also is more likely to be able 
to dip into the support of the far left 
base than Biden will ever be.

Not: Bernie Sanders
     Bernie looks and sounds very similar 

every time he gets on stage, and many 
are complaining that it’s just “more 
of the same” from the 2016 primary. 
It’s hard to imagine that both he and 
Warren can really compete for the 
nomination, given that they share the 
far left base of the party. Given Warren’s 
current momentum, Bernie’s chances of 
emerging as the candidate that the party 
will rally around are slim to none. 
     Further, Bernie was recently 
admitted to a hospital for a heart attack. 
While, hopefully, he will fully recover, 
the news is a stark reminder to the 
Democratic electorate that Bernie is 
the oldest candidate in the field, even 
though Biden often gets the attention 
for his elderly moments.

     Of course, there’s a chance that 
Bernie’s goal in running for president 
has been less about winning and more 
about getting his message out there and 
moving the party closer to that message. 
If that’s the case, Bernie may be the 
hottest politician in the party over the 
last four years.

Hot: Barack Obama
     No, he’s not a candidate in 2020, to 
the dismay of many a Democrat. But 
given the current presidency and the 
field of Democratic candidates, Obama 
may have one of the highest post-
presidency upticks in approval of any 
president ever. 
     For a short time, some of the 
Democrats were actually criticizing 
Obama for not being progressive 
enough during his tenure. Quickly, 
however, they realized how popular 
he was, and now each of them was his 
biggest supporter and wants to continue 
his legacy.
     Obama will not endorse any of the 
primary candidates, most likely, and 
that makes sense. There were reports of 
disagreements between him and Biden, 
but more likely, Obama will refrain 
from making favorable statements 
altogether. For now, he can just live the 

high life and enjoy his overwhelming 
popularity among Democrats and even 
among some Republicans.

Not: Kamala Harris
     The California senator is another 
candidate whose most famous moment 
came from attacking Vice President 
Biden. At the time, it really seemed to 
stick, when she claimed that Biden’s 
willingness to work with segregationists 
three centuries ago was “hurtful,” and 
revealed that she has been bussed to 
school with her famous line: “That little 
girl was me.” 
     All of that momentum seemed to 
fall to the wayside in the second debate, 
when Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard 
went after Harris’s resume as the district 
attorney of California, highlighting that 
Harris targeted many for marijuana 
possession and then laughed when 
asked if she’s ever smoked pot.
     That moment was part of a larger 
syndrome for Kamala: she just has not 
been able to maintain the momentum 
she gained in the summer. No doubt, 
it’s not over for her, given her talent 
for speaking and popularity among 
Democrats, but her current status 
is disappointing given the limitless 
potential she seemed to have just a few 
months ago.

Somewhere in Between: Joe Biden
     One interesting part of the Trump 
impeachment is its effect on the Biden 
campaign. Of course, the impeachment 
began as a response to Trump’s asking 
the Ukranian president to investigate 
Biden’s son, Hunter Biden. Many, 
including myself, are confused as to 
whether the attention Biden has gotten 
from the impeachment inquiry should 
be considered positive or negative. 
No doubt, his son’s alleged corruption 
reflects badly on the former vice 
president, but that Trump wants dirt 
on Biden could indicate how much 
he fears him as a candidate, which 
could give Biden even more viability 
as a strong opposer to Trump. Many 
in the Democratic electorate value a 
candidate’s ability to beat Trump more 
than any other factor, so Biden could 
benefit from Trump’s attention to him.
     Of course, Biden did suffer the blow 
of being down to Warren in several 
recent polls. However, Biden’s campaign 
does not seem all that concerned, and 
those polls mean very little until the 
field dwindles and we see who can build 
a coalition of Democratic voters.
     Aside from that, Biden struggles 
with a not-so-infrequent confusion or 
mix of words. The silver lining of that 
reality is that everyone knows that, so 
he suffers less and less with every slip 
up, because voters seem to get where 
he’s coming from. That Julian Castro 
received such a negative review for the 
attack on Biden’s age validates that 
voters care less about Biden’s mistakes 

Senator Elizabeth Warren campaigns in Iowa as she begins to rise more and more in 
the primary polls.                                                              PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons

Who’s Hot and Who’s Not in the Democratic Primary



By Ethan Lily
Staff Writer

     Party primaries are designed 
to appoint a candidate. As the 
Republicans already have their 
candidate for the 2020 election, a 
GOP primary is both unnecessary and 
detrimental to Republican chances 
of winning in 2020. Even if Rep. 
Joe Walsh and former governor Bill 
Weld run the campaigns of their 
lives, President Trump will take the 
nomination. As usual, the base feels 
very comfortable with this incumbent 
President and has no desire to entertain 
an alternative. There is simply no point 
in holding a primary as one will prove 
to be both financially draining and 
time consuming for both the GOP and 
President Trump.
     Cancelling party primaries and 
caucuses is not unprecedented. Arizona 
is one state famous for cancelling state 
primaries for both political parties. The 
GOP in Arizona cancelled theirs in 
both 1984 with an incumbent Ronald 
Reagan and in 2004 with George W. 
Bush. Also, the Arizona Democratic 
Convention did not convene in 2012 

to renominate Barack Obama. State 
parties are fully within their rights to 
scrap meaningless elections and save 
some money.
     From a financial standpoint, hosting 

a primary and caucus is expensive. 
According to Politico, state caucuses 
cost upwards of $250,000. The GOP 
offices in South Carolina, Nevada, 
and a few other states have already 
determined that the cost of a primary is 
too much for a contest that is likely to 

fall in Trump’s favor. The money that 
they would have to spend in holding 
an election, as these state officials have 
also argued, would be better spent 
sponsoring President Trump and other 
Republican candidates in 2020. Not 
convening the caucus would allow the 
GOP to allocate its resources to defeat 
the Democrats in the coming election.
     Politically, a primary hurts Trump 
by preventing the party from presenting 
a unified front against Democratic 
candidates. Instead, Republicans have 
to take the time to consider President 
Trump’s challengers and thereby lose 
time and focus better put toward 
strategizing. In addition, President 
Trump is better suited to defeat an 
ideological opponent than to try and 
argue the nuances of a market economy. 
As shown in 2016, President Trump 
is not the ideal conservative. While he 
governs conservatively, the President is 
not a leader in conservative thought, 
nor should he be. A primary would 
make Trump argue specific positions 
that he does not know how to defend. 
Thus, a primary challenge might turn 
supporters away and hurt Trump’s 
chances of reelection.
     Drowning competition is not the 
GOP’s purpose. The party simply wants 
to save money and focus on winning 
the 2020 election. What is best for 
Republicans is to win the ideological 
battles against the Sanders and Warren 
left before refining conservatism. 
Therefore, primary challenges threaten 
to impede Trump’s reelection efforts. A 
strategic GOP acting in its self-interest, 
even if not the country as a whole, 
would benefit from forgoing a primary.
     The precedent for eliminating 
primary elections has been set by both 
parties. Trump will win the nomination 
either way, so it makes more sense for 
the Republicans to enter the general 
election with a unified message.

Primary Still Needed
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By John Raulston Graham
Managing Editor

  Over the past month, several states’ 
Republican parties including those 
in South Carolina, Nevada, Arizona 
and Kansas have begun the process of 
cancelling their primary and casting 
their votes for Trump at next year’s 
Republican National Convention. 
While this action is not an uncommon 
practice for an incumbent, it is 
interesting in the case of a president 
carrying so little support into the 
campaign season. 
     State parties, both Republican and 
Democrat, have chosen to bypass their 
primary when an incumbent of their 
party exists. In 1984, 1996, 2004, 
and 2012 the incumbent’s respective 
parties in South Carolina have not held 
a primary. As national parties have 
become more and more concerned 
with unity heading into their respective 
convention, this dangerous practice has 
emerged. 
     At first, in the cases of Reagan and 
Clinton, who were both popular and 
enjoyed the support of the majority of 
the nation, state parties omitted their 
primaries. Reagan and Clinton won 
49 and 31 states respectively in their 
re-election campaigns. Then, it was 
employed for less consensus candidates, 
Bush and Obama. 
     This decision to omit primaries 
is emblematic of a larger problem in 
contemporary American politics: the 
inability of anyone to admit they or 
their party is wrong. Until the past 
40 years, party conventions had been 
contentious events, where debate 
occurred on the floor and many 
ballots were cast before a consensus 

was reached. In 1924, the Democratic 
convention held 103 votes before 
nominating their candidate. Fires and 
fights have broken out at conventions 
over the choice of the correct candidate. 
Now, conventions are little more than a 
parade of endorsements and celebration 
of the party dogma. 
     Currently, Republican opponents 
of Trump are being ostracized. Some 
Republicans have been criticized to 
the extent that they have chosen to 
retire from public service rather than 
continue. Our own former-Senator 
from Tennessee, Bob Corker, and Texas 

Congressman Will Hurd chose not 
to run in the 2018 midterms rather 
than face the pressure from the party 
to support Trump. Ben Sasse, one 
of the few remaining legislators to 
oppose Trump’s actions, just voted to 
approve an emergency declaration for 
a border wall despite his constitutional 
judgement, because he felt pressure 
from party leadership. 
     Corker, Hurd, and Sasse have all 
voiced concerns about the president’s 
personal behavior, lack of fiscal 
responsibility, and disregard for the 
constitution. Traditionally, strong 
morality and responsibility have 
been requisite for any conservative 
candidate. It seems conservatives, who 
once held these characteristics dear, 
are now willing to create a cult of 
personality around Trump, who has 
little to offer the party. Because Obama 
won the primary four years ago, 
warranted conservative criticisms of his 
abuse of executive privilege and fiscal 
responsibility have now been discarded 
for Trump.  
     Without the hope for a legitimate 
primary challenger or even the 
discussion of one, the Republican 
Party looks to Trump’s voice to be the 
only one in 2020. Many traditionally 
conservative voter groups, who have 
been the backbone of the Republican 
caucus for generations, may be 
looking elsewhere with scandal and 
confusion reigning in the White 
House. Not only might the singularity 
be disadvantageous with impeachment 
by the House looming, but it also 
threatens the stability of the American 
political system. The suggestion of 
electing a president by acclamation is 
worrisome, especially considering his 
relative unpopularity. 
     The mentality that has created this 
culture is dangerous, and disregarding 
primaries is just another step toward 
a divided country that cares little 
about truth. A culture that rewards 
ideologues but disincentivizes 
compromise and debate is alarming. 

The decision to 
omit primaries 

is emblematic of 
a larger problem 
in contemporary 

American politics: the 
inability for politicians 
to admit that they or 
their party is wrong.

Let’s Skip It

President Trump would certainly win the GOP primary, but his momentum could be 
slowed by challengers.                                                       PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons

...a primary hurts 
Trump by preventing 

the party from 
presenting a unified 

front against a 
disunified Democratic 

party, whose 
candidates disagree 
with each other on a 
multitude of issues.

The Arizona 
Democratic 

Convention did not 
convene in 2012 to 

renominate President 
Barack Obama, so 

state parties are fully 
within their rights 

to scrap meaningless 
elections and save 

money.
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By Matt Kaplan
Editor-in-Chief

MBA is a weird place.
Every time I see a young MBA student, I think 

about how different his world must be from mine. 
For some reason, the world of older high schoolers 
is so detached from that of junior schoolers.

On the surface, it makes sense. Junior schoolers 
(with a few exceptions) look younger and act 
differently. Their semi-barbaric running and 
frolicking for cookies during break is a stark 
contrast with a senior’s bleary-eyed, indifferent 
look of “I need four cookies” that befalls a 7th 
grader from above as the senior pushes past him 
in line. The junior schoolers wear backpacks 
that seem to overcome their bodies, and yet 
older students more often seem to bear the facial 
expressions that would reflect an overcoming 
backpack, while the microbes move with pace and 
alertness.

It wasn’t until I heard a few 8th graders 
discussing an Earth science test that I began 
questioning the disparity between myself and a 
microbe. Hearing the words “mineral test” and 
“rock identification” struck a chilling chord of what 
I’m sure is a not so distant past.

I began to reflect on how recent that class feels 
and on how well I can recall my first days at MBA. 
In some ways, we are all much different than we 
were when we came to MBA, but in many ways, 
we all remain the same. I look back at funny 
interactions I had with friends five years ago, 
and I still laugh, in part because my memory that 
something was funny back then makes me laugh 
now, but also because that “something” is still 
funny today.

Having that feeling that the days of being a 

microbe and the days of being a much smaller 
person on the Hill were not so long ago is an 
important reminder for all of us.

It’s very easy to distance ourselves from those in 
different grades, to look down on younger students 
who may not have figured out what MBA is all 
about, but when I think about how recent that time 
feels and how important those younger years were 
for who I am today, my whole perspective changes.

No doubt, as we grow older at MBA, the 
stakes are much higher. Our actions matter more, 
for a number of reasons. Colleges begin to value 
how we spend our time and how well we do on 
standardized tests. Younger students look up to us 
to set a tone for the culture of the campus. Teachers 
and adults expect more out of us. Our individual 
success and the success of a strong culture at MBA 
depend on our ability to meet those challenges, to 
thrive with what we have been thrown at us.

Time here at MBA can fly by, often because we 
are so lost in our obligations that only rarely do we 
consider the bigger picture of our time here. When 
we do look back, it’s often to wish we could return 
to earlier years or to reflect on times that mattered 
less. I’m often guilty of regretting my lack of 
appreciation for my earliest years at MBA. 

But if, right now, we regret how we spent our 
earlier years and think of the current time as one 
that actually requires the stress and anxiety we have 
given it, how will we feel about the “right now” ten 
years in the future? 

For many of us, the present moment requires 
the most attention, and reflecting back in the future 
will inevitably lead to regret that we used so much 
energy to combat the problems we face now. That’s 
not to say that the present does not deserve our 
focus, but maybe we need to be more responsible 
about lending the present some perspective.
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By Sam Meacham
Opinions Editor

Given the magnitude of the 
impeachment inquiry for the country, 
as only two presidents have ever 
been impeached and none removed 
from office, preventing the political 
polarization of the past decade from 
influencing how the public, the media, 
and Congress dissect the various 
charges is of utmost importance. 

The power of Congress to impeach 
and remove the president is one of 
the Constitution’s most important 
safeguards on executive abuses of 
power, especially the president’s use 
of the power inherent in his position 
for personal political gain at the 
expense of the nation. Benjamin 
Franklin after the Constitutional 
Convention said, “The first man 
put at the helm will be a good one. 
Nobody knows what sort may come 
afterwards...The executive will be 
always increasing here, as elsewhere, 
till it ends in a monarchy.” Given its 
significance to maintaining the rule 
of law and democratic government, 
impeachment cannot be held hostage 
to short-term political interests on 
either side, which would undermine its 
power as an instrument to protect the 
democratic system. 

The whistleblower’s accusations 
against President Trump, if true, 
clearly constitute an impeachable 
offense. An effort by the chief 
executive to use his power to secure 
political “dirt” on another American 
citizen, an opponent in an upcoming 
democratic election, in order to 
influence public opinion for his own 
ends is, by every definition, part of 
the “high crimes and misdemeanors,” 
or even the “bribery” and “treason” 
constitutionally required for 
impeachment. President Trump has 
effectively commandeered the power 
of his office and, if the allegations 
of a quid pro quo threatening an end 
to American military aid to Ukraine 
are true, endangered U.S. national 
security and economic interests 
and the security of a key ally for 
his own electoral gain. Even more 
concerning, these actions fit into a 
broader willingness by this president 
to solicit aid from foreign powers in 
his electoral ambitions. Regardless 
of one’s opinion on the nature and 
severity of Russia’s interference in the 
2016 election or Trump’s knowledge 
about that interference, it is 
indisputable that Russia had a role in 
influencing voters’ opinions days prior 
to Election Day and that Trump has 
made public comments welcoming 
any foreign power’s assistance with 
his electoral ambitions. This tendency 
risks leaving the president indebted 
to another power, which then has 
the opportunity to shape domestic 

decisions, a clear affront to national 
sovereignty and the Constitution’s 
expectations of the president. Clearly, 
Congress must fully investigate 
and prosecute to protect American 
security and sovereignty against the 
president’s abuse of his power in 
foreign affairs. 

This inquiry is the time for 
Republicans and Democrats to put 
country above party and search for 
the truth behind all the accusations 
and the implications for the 
Constitution. The Republicans in 
the Senate have, for the past three 
years, worked with the President to 
obstruct investigations into Trump’s 
possible ties with Russia. This 
behavior has thus far continued into 
the impeachment inquiry, with many 
Republicans asserting their opposition 
to proceedings of any kind, regardless 
of the facts revealed during the 
inquiry, and accusing Democratic 
concerns of being little more than a 
politicized attack on the president. 
This behavior can be expected, as 
Republicans under pressure from 
their base of constituents have 
backed up the president on virtually 
every issue, but it is uniquely 
dangerous now as compared to 
the past. Of course, no one should 
expect Republicans or Democrats 
to believe blindly the reports about 
the president’s behavior, but the 
Constitutional expectation for both 
parties in this situation is to avoid 
the influence of political vendettas or 
alliances and to fairly adjudicate the 
impeachment issue. Given that this 
issue touches at the very heart of our 
democratic system and accountability 
to the people, partisanship must come 
second to protection of Constitutional 
norms.

Impeachment a Necessary Check Impeachment a Political Stunt
By Ethan Lilly

Staff Writer

Impeachment is a political 
function, not a criminal one. 
Thus, when considering whether 
or not President Trump should be 
impeached, it is important to realize 
that hard evidence is encouraged, 
not required. In terms of the recently 
opened impeachment inquiry, there 
is no hard evidence to impeach the 
President. Despite that, the House of 
Representatives, led by Nancy Pelosi, 
is likely going to impeach the 45th 
President.

The basis of this call for 
impeachment is a telephone 
conversation between President 
Trump and the newly elected 
President of Ukraine Volodymyr 
Zelensky, in which Trump is accused 
of leveraging Congress approved 
military aid in exchange for dirt on 
Joe Biden. This argument rests on 
one of two pillars: that Trump tried to 
cover up the phone call or that Trump 
was engaged in a quid pro quo. 

The most concrete evidence we 
have is the transcript of Trump’s call 
with Zelensky. The document can 
be read to support both narratives; 
even so, the call does not explicitly 
support or deny any allegations 
against the President. There are 
no explicit statements regarding a 
quid pro quo or any threats against 
the President of Ukraine. Thus, 
the transcript itself, being the most 
important evidence we have, does not 
support impeachment, because it is 
inconclusive that Trump did anything 
impeachable.

The first of the two pillars is 
impeachable, if true, but is not 
substantiated by evidence. Opponents 

of Trump have suggested that his 
securing the document in a separate 
and locked drive signifies this 
cover-up. However, this theory has 
several holes. First, Trump shared 
the transcript of the phone. His 
willingness to share and be transparent 
reveals that he thinks that he has 
nothing to hide. Secondly, as the Wall 
Street Journal reports, Trump has been 
hiding his phone calls with foreign 
leaders in this same manner for two 
years in order to avoid leaks. There is 

not a good consistent reason to believe 
that Trump is engaging in a cover-up.

Naturally, it is important to 
ask what Trump is supposed to be 
covering up. Allegedly, he is engaging 
in a quid pro quo with Ukraine where 
the quid is military aid and the quo is 
intelligence on Joe Biden. 

Certainly, if a quid pro quo 
occurred, then Trump should be 
impeached. However, this accusation 
falls short because, as the New York 
Times reports, Ukraine was not 
even aware that military aid was 
being withheld. Without the quid, 
no criminal activity is occurring. 
Yes, President Trump’s asking the 
Ukrainians to investigate Joe Biden is 
bad, but the same people that defended 
Hillary Clinton when she coordinated 
with the DNC and Ukraine to conspire 
against Trump in 2016 are insisting 
that Trump’s actions are impeachable. 
This fight is not a good faith 
effort. 

This impeachment effort by the 
Democrats is indicative of longer 
lasting trends since 2016. As we saw 
in the Mueller Report and Trump-
Russia investigation at large, the 
Democrats have been trying to expel 
Trump from the president ever since 
he entered office. 

In terms of strategy, impeachment 
is a poor political move, because it 
enables Trump to cry foul. Democrats 
are going to end up hurting 
themselves politically by giving 
Trump more ammunition with which 
to attack them. Instead, the Democrats 
need to nominate a reasonable 
candidate and just vote him out in 
2020. President Trump is volatile and 
narcissistic; he could be easy to beat.

 Instead, the Democrats are going 
to impeach him and give Trump four 
more years in office.Rep. Adam Schiff, chair of the House Intelligence Committee, has been leading the 

fight for impeachment following the whistleblower complaint.
PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons

The transcript itself, 
does not support 

impeachment, because 
it is inconclusive that 

Trump did or said 
anything impeachable.
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Action Needed Against State Violence A Statistical Look at Police Brutality
By Andrew Bulgarino

Staff Writer

One of the many hot political 
topics of today is the issue of police 
brutality. This issue has become quite 
controversial and has even led to a 
movie being made on the subject. 
The Tearing Down the Walls Club 
recently organized a viewing at 
MBA of the movie The Hate U Give 
(2018), based on a novel by Angie 
Thomas published in 2017. After I 
attended the gathering to view the 
movie, I found myself interested in 
researching to see if this issue is as 
severe as the movie depicted it to be. 
I thus attempted to dig up statistics 
as numbers and figures offer the 
least biased perspective on such a 
controversial issue. 

A study conducted by a member 
of the economics department 
at Harvard University tried to 
understand and analyze all of the 
variables that factor into encounters 
with law enforcement. This study, 
“An Empirical Analysis of Racial 
Differences in Police Use of Force”, 
analyzed two different situations: 
non-lethal uses of force by officers 
and officer-involved shootings. In 
order to analyze the first of these 
two situations, the study used data 
from New York City’s “Stop and 
Frisk” program, the practice of the 

police department in which officers 
stop and question a pedestrian and 
then are allowed to search and frisk 
them for contraband. It also used 
a data set from the Police-Public 
Contact Survey (PPCS), a national 
survey which takes descriptions 
of police interactions from the 
civilian point of view. This part of 
the study includes non-lethal uses 
of force, such as batons, tasers, or 
simply putting hands on civilians. 
Looking at the raw data without 
taking other variables into account, 
there is a visible difference between 

interactions with police of Caucasian 
and African American pedestrians. 
According to the study, African 
Americans are around 50% more 
likely to experience non-lethal uses of 
force than whites. When other factors 
and controls are taken into account, 
the number is reduced slightly, but 
by a very slim margin. As the uses 
of force increase to more intense 
interactions that include handcuffs, 
drawing a weapon, or using pepper 
spray, the racial differences remain: 
African Americans are around 21% 
more likely to be involved in a 
police interaction where a weapon 
is drawn. There are, however, a few 
complications that should be given 
notice when regarding this data. 
The data taken from the “Stop and 
Frisk” program contain particularly 
aggressive police interactions 
occurring in a dense urban area where 
crime is more common—the study 
was unable to control this potential 
geographical bias in the data. Also, 
recounts from the PPCS are straight 
from civilians themselves, which 
indicates a potential bias in the 
descriptions of the interactions. The 
results, though, are still startling and 
relevant. 

The second part of the study 
focuses on officer-involved shootings. 
Analyzing the raw data, it was 
determined that African Americans 
are actually 23.8% less likely to be 
shot at by police than whites. Once 
controls and other variables are 
taken into account, the racial margin 
decreases, but remains similar. Once 
again, however, there are important 
complications to take into account—
reports were only taken from a select 
amount of police departments, and 
once again there exists some bias in 
the civilian reports from the PPCS. 

One of the issues that make 
all studies that involve race quite 
complicated is that race cannot 
be randomly assigned to make a 
distribution from collected data. This 
statistical problem means that there 
are many other factors that must be 
included when talking about race that 
influence data, regardless of whether 
the study is over police brutality or 
other issues. We can still interpret, 
however, that the discussion of 
police brutality seems to be focused 
on the wrong parts of the issue, 
according to the data. Most of the 
political movements that seek to “fix” 
police brutality are concerned with 
officer-involved shootings, while 
the data demonstrates that the racial 
differences are only evident in non-
lethal uses of force. Whichever side 
one takes on this issue, it’s important 
to base our arguments in statistics, 
instead of emotional personal attacks 
which can only make solving the 
problem more difficult.

By Landis Hall
Staff Writer

Over the past few years, it seems 
as if incidents of police brutality have 
dominated the news more than they 
have in the past. Routine stop and 
frisks suddenly go horribly wrong and 
become the subject of intense debates 
that divide both the country’s citizens 
and its elected officials.  

While these tragedies appear to 
be an inexplicable recent trend, the 
truth is far more disturbing. In the 
age of social media, the public has 
access to the footage of an event as 

it happens. Corrupt members of our 
law enforcement have always abused 
their positions of power, but it’s only 
just recently that the masses have 
begun to notice. A recent survey by 
the Pew Research Center showed 
that 84% of African-Americans who 
were polled thought that the police 
treat African-Americans differently 
and less fairly than they would treat 
white people. These results should 
come as no surprise, considering most 
events of police brutality that make 
it to the news involve accusations of 
racial profiling. Besides the issue of 
police brutality itself, we should be 
concerned that large segments of our 
population do not trust the people who 
are supposed to be protectors of the 
public sphere.

Frankly, it should be hard for 
anyone to trust the police. The War 
on Drugs and the period following 
9/11 have seen an increase in the 
militarization of police forces. SWAT 
teams, riot gear, armored vehicles, 
and military weaponry have become 
all too common in the arsenals 
given to police departments. Police 
departments have the look of an 
occupying army instead of public 
protectors. Why do defenders of 
police actions feel the need to justify 
such widespread corruption? More 
importantly, what can the government 
do to make communities feel safer 
from police presence?              

Ideally, the people themselves 
should be able to directly keep police 
in check to prevent corruption, and 
the position of police chief should be 
treated like a public office. Through 
this system of public accountability, 
citizens can have some input over 

how they want their community to 
be policed. A checks and balances 
system is already a major part of 
U.S. politics, so a smaller, more 
local variant for law enforcement 
isn’t too far fetched of an idea. 
For oppressed minorities who feel 
distrustful of police, being able to 
choose who enforces the rules and 
how they enforce them can lead to 
general perception of police officers 
as public servants instead of semi- 
authoritarians who only serve the 
upper class’ interest. These policies 
would go a long way in making sure 
that a neighborhood’s police force 
represents the community itself, both 
in terms of ethnic make-up and public 
interests.

Many police departments 
already offer implicit bias training, 
but officers involved in cases of 
brutality usually get off fairly easy. 
For example, the worst punishment 
that Daniel Pantaleo, the officer who 
killed Eric Garner in 2014, received 
was his termination from the New 
York Police Department. The fact 
that he is a police officer should not 
override the fact that he is a murderer 
who deserves to be punished as 
such. Therefore, another rational 
step would be to more strictly punish 
officers who abuse their power. 

The worst aspect of police 
brutality in modern day America, 

however, is that our government 
seems to be doing nothing to address 
it. Mainstream political figures 
continue to deny that there is a 
problem at all, despite the continued 
and disproportionate violence. 
As long as politicians continue to 
ignore this stain upon the ideals 
that the founders of this country 
fought so hard to establish, an entire 
marginalized group of people will 
continue to suffer at the hands of 
those in power. 

Protestors gather in the streets to protest and speak out against police brutality.
PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons

Corrupt members of 
our law enforcement 
have always abused 
their positions of 

power, but it’s only 
just recently that the 
masses have begun to 

notice.
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By Kiran Peterson
Contributor

The Tearing Down the Walls club 
has been busy during its first quarter 
on The Hill. For our first major event, 
we partnered with Sam Kirkpatrick 
and Narrative 4, a group consisting of 
the African-American Studies, Jewish 
Advisory Group, and Tearing Down the 
Walls club. MBA hosted over 150 of 
our students combined with Ensworth, 
Saint Cecelia, and Harpeth Hall 
students to watch the movie The Hate 
U Give, a film about a young African-
American woman and her friend who 

was shot and killed by a white police 
officer and the events that ensue. 

The film touches on many modern 
issues of racism, police brutality, and 
community. After the movie, the 
students split up into discussion groups 
of 10-12 people to talk about the 
same issues portrayed in the movie. 
Discussion leaders posed questions 
about our own communities and 
ways to bring people of different 
socioeconomic backgrounds together, 
as well as ways to raise awareness about 
the issues of racism displayed in the 
film. We want to say a big thank-you to 
Mr. Kelly and Ms. Williams as well as 

Sam Kirkpatrick 
for organizing and 
hosting this event. 

The club is 
part of a larger 
inclusivity 
movement headed 
by Mr. Kelly and 
Mr. Redmond 
who are looking 
to push the same 
ideals expressed in 
the Tearing Down 
the Walls mission 
statement. The 
first of these many 
significant changes 

to the community include Eddie 
George’s being added to the board of 
MBA, who is the first person of color 
on the board in the school’s history. 
While the club believes we still have a 
long way to go, these events and steps 
toward a more inclusive community 
appear to be the right direction, and we 
look forward to working with students 

and faculty to increase awareness and 
a sense of togetherness throughout the 
year and for years to come. Be on the 
lookout for service projects and events 
hosted by our club, and be sure to show 
out. 

Tearing Down Walls and Race Relations in Our Community

By Sam Bartholemew
Contributor

As many of you know, our former 
Dean of Students, Mr. Norton, left the 
MBA community this summer after 
twelve years on the Hill. The MBA 
he leaves behind, however, is very 
different from the MBA of years past. 
He established the Dominican Republic 
Service Trip as a staple of freshman and 
sophomore year, grew the Outwest Trips 
into grand and challenging adventures, 
and built the Long Mountain property 
into a unique experience. During 
his stretch at MBA, we established a 
dominant student section, a decent 
debate team, and a vibrant orchestra. 
None of these changes would have been 
possible without the help of Captain 

Norton. His legacy will not be 
forgotten on the Hill or in the 
Nashville area.

What many do not know is 
why Mr. Norton left MBA this 
summer. A few years ago, Mr. 
Norton and his wife went to 
JH Lodge, a marriage retreat. 
At this retreat, he fell in love 
with JH Ranch’s community 
and emphasis on faith. If you 
do not know, JH Ranch is a 
summer camp in California 
for Christian teens. This life 
changing experience called him 
to be a part of this program, 
so after returning to Nashville 
he got involved with another 
aspect of JH, its Outback 
program. The Outback program 
is a way to expand the program 
across the United States to reach 
a broader group of people. Today, 
thirteen cities, including Nashville, have 
this Outback program, which teaches 
a healthy parent and child relationship 
through fun and faith.

Around December of last year, JH 
Ranch reached out to Mr. Norton 
and asked him to join their staff as the 
Director of Advancement, controlling 
JH’s marketing and generosity, and 
Director of Outback, controlling the 
Outback program. Mr. Norton spent 
five months praying on leaving MBA 
and finally decided that God was calling 
him and his family to JH Ranch. The 

next school day, however, was the most 
emotional day of his life. His decision 
to leave the Hill was the hardest 
decision of his life to date because as he 
said, “I had to leave my dream job at 
MBA.” However, even talking to him 
this past week, Mr. Norton seems to be 
happy and is enjoying the next chapter 
of his life in Birmingham.

Mr. Norton will return. Over fall 
break, Mr. Norton will be in town: 
Wednesday through Sunday, hosting 
the JH Outback. If you would like to 
get in touch with him, his old email still 

works,  and I am sure he would love to 
see some MBA students while he is in 
town. During the school year, he now 
lives in Birmingham, Alabama, the 
headquarters of JH. Wills and Charlie, 
Mr. Norton’s kids, are getting into 
mountain biking. In the summer, when 
he lives out at The Ranch in California, 
he rides his motorcycle to work every 
day.

The group of students began by watching the film, The Hate U 
Give.    PHOTO: Kiran Peterson

Where in the World is Captain Norton

Mr. Norton spent 
five months praying 
on leaving MBA and 
finally decided that 

God was calling him 
and his family to JH 

Ranch. The next school 
day, however, was the 
most emotional day of 

his life.

Mr. Norton has left MBA and taken a job at JH Ranch, after much prayer. 

PHOTO: Sam Bartholemew

A breakout group of students discusses related issues after the airing of the movie.                            
PHOTO: Kiran Peterson



FEATURESTHE BELL RINGER October 11th, 2019 11

By Brennan Minkoff
Contributor

“This is not at all what I imagined,” 
I thought to myself as I contemplated 
the cigarette package at my place at the 
table, while pondering the events which 
brought me to this moment. All around 
me, happy Chinese hustle and bustle, 
taking their places and chain-smoking 
cigarettes. All of a sudden, the room 
erupts  into applause as the groom 
enters the room. It is time...

Over this last summer, I travelled to 
China on a Wilson Language Grant. I 
stayed with two host families. I was the 
lone student on the trip, which allowed 
me to enter some unique situations. 
This account of a wedding I attended 
was one of them.

Immediately arriving at our 
apartment, Peter, my host brother, 
shows me my room. My host mother 
enters my room unannounced. She 
startles me with her size. I look slightly 
down to see a stout, kindly, older 
Chinese lady with bright eyes filled 
with excitement. Once she has my 
undivided attention, she informs me: 
“Don’t bother unpacking your things, 
tomorrow we are going to a wedding.” 
She cocks her head “is that ok?” In 
this split second lots of questions and 
thoughts, rational and irrational, run 
through my head: “This isn’t on the 
itinerary,” “Who’s getting married?” and 
comedically, “What if there actually 
isn’t any wedding? What if they are 
kidnapping me?, I’m literally being 
‘Shanghaied.’” Tepidly, I agree to go, 
“What could happen?”

A lot… A lot happened.

The next morning we embark on our 
journey into, for me, more of the great 
unknown. I should have taken a hint 
as to what I was getting myself into as 
my host mother was dressed in a gaudy 
bedazzled shirt. The whole car ride I 

think back on various videos I watched 
about traditional Chinese weddings 
with a solemn ceremony and intricate 
gowns and outfits.

 After a four hour car ride with 
various stops for sightseeing and 
touring, we arrive at the Taoyuan 
Resort in Xinqiao, which seemed to 
me to be the Chinese equivalent of Las 
Vegas. 

Faux windmills run up and down a 
canal lined with gargantuan hotels lit 
up by radiant lights of all colors. In the 
distance across the canal rises a variety 
of roller coasters in a theme park. 
Unbeknownst to me, the wedding is 
to take place in a hotel. I assumed that 
we were just going to the reception 
since I was dressed in “school attire.” 
All the men walking in with us are 
dressed similarly to myself. Peter is 
even more dressed down, with only a 
t-shirt, shorts, and flip flops. Footmen 
dart this way and that as we approach 
the entrance. In the lobby, we find the 
couple-to-be posing for pictures with 
guests. The groom, Pan, immediately 
spies us and hurriedly makes his way to 
us. “Teacher!” he exclaims, gesturing to 
my host mother and then embracing 
her. He is above average in height with 
a nervous demeanor. He curiously 
refuses her gift despite her attempts 
to hand it to him. Leaving the couple 
and my hosts to converse, Peter and I 
investigate our surroundings. Upstairs 
from the lobby is the ballroom where 
the extravaganza is to take place. The 
large room was packed with tables 
chock-full of liquor and beer, not to 
mention the packs of cigarettes at each 
place with three ash trays per table. A 
large percentage of Chinese smoke so 
these were purely supplemental. The 
cigarettes were paired with a goodie 
bag of treats. Down the middle of the 
room there is an elevated runway with 
a Western gazebo marking the center 
of the room. The runway continues to 
the end opposite the entrance where 
the stage is set up. On both sides of the 
stage are screens with a slideshow of 
pictures of the couple from throughout 
their lives. 

We immediately take our positions 
at assigned seats where I wait for the 
festivities to begin. During the wait, 
Peter explains to me that his mother 
taught the groom in school. He then 
hunkers down and plays games on his 
tablet. I also come to the realization 
that I am the only non-Chinese in 
attendance. While this feeling is not 
unfamiliar, I feel even more honored. 
Soon enough, the rest of the guests at 
our table arrive. They are also former 
students of various ages ranging from 
mid twenties to seventeen. They are all 
wearing some variation of an Ed Hardy 
shirt and sport a heavily-gelled hairstyle. 
All five of them immediately stake 
their claim to some amount of booze 

and begin their inebriation. I begin to 
make small talk with them while they 
carry on banter among themselves. 
They also each try to bargain for my 
pack of cigarettes. Seeing no other use 
for them, I shrewdly hold out until one 
of them offers me his goodie bag. This 
wait brings us to the beginning of the 
affair. Pan and the MC of the night, 
his best friend, enter. Pan is wearing 
an expensive shark-grey suit, his friend 
a smart black business suit. The MC 
immediately begins to excite the crowd. 
He seems even more excited to be there 
than the groom himself. Pan nervously 
looks out over the crowd, through the 
cigarette smoke to the back of the room 
in nervous anticipation.

After about fifteen minutes of 

constant chatter coming from the MC, 
the room goes still, with even the haze 
from the cigarettes seemingly ceasing 
activity. Suddenly, a poorly rendered 
electronic version of “Here Comes the 
Bride” explodes from the loudspeakers 
on-stage. It takes a moment for the 
volume to reach acceptable levels. 
Meanwhile, the bride begins her 
approach. She wears a beautiful 
bridal gown which fits her graceful 
frame perfectly. She looks excited, 
with her cheeks flush with vitality 
and anticipation. But her father soon 
becomes the center of my attention. 
He’s wearing a Hugo Boss polo shirt 
with an unusually large Louis Vuitton 
belt wrapped around a pair of jeans 

finished off by a pair of Ferragamo 
slippers. It’s safe to say that he was 
dressed to impress. In the center of the 
ballroom, the father hands his daughter 
off to her kneeling husband-to-be.  

As they approach the stage, the MC 
continues to excite the crowd. Once 
the couple reaches the stage, they begin 
their vows. I could barely see them 
through the positive haze produced by 
the cigarettes. The vows were the typical 
sort at western weddings except for 
the constant interruptions of the MC 
who cuts in with “how cute they are!!” 
or “what a great event!” After about a 
minute of that, the MC takes over. He 
begins to take the role of presiding over 
the ceremony. He booms: “DO YOU 
LOVE HIM?... DO YOU LOVE HER? 
… KISS!!!” Pandemonium ensues. 
Immediately after the crowd dies down, 
an army of waiters brings out the first 
of over a dozen courses. About five 
minutes after the end of the ceremony, 
the new couple begins making visits to 
each table to pay respects. I keep up my 
small talk with the former students who 
have been making good progress on the 
booze and cigarettes. Meanwhile, the 
MC puts on various games and raffles 
involving a live game where guests 
compete against each other on tablets 
handed out to those who wished to 
participate. The live game essentially 
boils down to tapping quickly in order 
to make your character run fast. My 
host mother volunteered me for the 
game which I win handily. As the night 
progresses I try to keep up with all 
the happenings of the banquet but I 
am soon overwhelmed by the endless 
courses of food assailing my bowels. I 
excuse myself from the table no longer 
wishing to play any more party games. 
Once the couple visited our table, we 
left. The party was just starting for the 
rest of the attendees.

After a long plane ride to China, Brennan did not know what was in store heading to a 
family wedding.                  PHOTO: Brennan Minkoff

My Experience in Mandarin Matrimonial Mayhem

The excitement of all onlookers as the 
couple emerges.     
PHOTO: Brennan Minkoff

The MC puts on 
various games and 

raffles involving a live 
game where guests 

compete against each 
other. 
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MBA WELCOMES NEW TEACHERS TO THE HILL

By Cameron Kinser

Nikki Wilson, a Nashville native, has taken over the job position of 
the orchestra teacher at MBA. She is a talented violinist who earned her 
undergraduate at Rudie Scheidt School of Music (majoring in violin), 
and earning her masters at Georgia State University School of Music. 
Mrs. Wilson has had a passion for music since a young age as she began 
her journey at the age of 6 inspired by her older sister. Although talented, 
Nikki’s mother had always wanted her to be a doctor, but Mrs. Wilson 
had different ideas as she has a substantial fear of the sight of blood. On 
her journey to becoming the teacher she is today, Mrs. Wilson had picked 
up a taste for Tchaikovsky’s music. Serving as her primary inspiration, her 
favorite song is Pathetique of Tchaikovsky’s Symphony. As she developed 
into the talented musician she is today, Mrs. Wilson gained two sides: 
that of a performer and a teacher. As a performer, she enjoys “being apart 
of something bigger than herself and contributing to the overall sound of 
the ensemble,” but as a teacher, she loves “seeing the light bulb turn on 
in students brains, knowing that they understand the splendid concept of 
music.” Throughout her progression as a musician, she has learned how 
to play more than just the violin. Her secondary instruments include the 
viola, cello, bass, and piano. When describing herself in three words she 
said: “introspective, sensitive, and focused.” Overall, Mrs. Wilson is an 
inspirational performer, teacher, and person who will fit perfectly into the 
MBA community.

NIKKI WILSON: MUSIC

By Charlie Murff

Mr. Swett is a graduate of MBA in 2006. A lot has changed since he was 
at MBA. He said the biggest differences are in the landscape and buildings. 
One thing that is similar is the culture at MBA, both between teachers and 
students: “It just shows you that from the first point you step on MBA’s 
campus, you always want to be involved here.”

Interestingly, Mr. Swett came back to coach 8th-grade football in 2010, 
and a student named Taylor Asher came up to him and asked why he 
was not coaching 9th-grade or teaching. After that, he talked to Coach 
Redmond, who was the first teacher he met before attending MBA, and he 
encouraged him to get his graduate degree in education. Along with that, 
Coach Redmond and Jan Pippen were the first people to call him about 
a possible job opening at MBA, which he would later fill, and the rest is 
history.

Mr. Swett always found the English classes at MBA most difficult; Mr. 
Moxley and Dr. Kinch were particularly challenging. But he has many fond 
memories of those classes. Those English classes helped him become better 
at writing.

As a student, MBA was challenging: academically, athletically, and 
culturally. Even though MBA is challenging, the school also helps him 
become the best he can be because teaching uses different skills like time 
management and pacing. In his opinion, the biggest difference between 
teaching at MBA and being a student is the increase of responsibility. One 
of the most rewarding advantages in teaching is the ability to teach students 
the lessons that other teachers he had while at MBA taught him.

MICHAEL SWETT: MATH

FEATURES

Photos by Darin Hall, Photography Editor
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Five New Teachers, Four Different Departments 

By William Huber

Mr. Majors hopes to be the best art teacher that he can be and to grow 
professionally as well as in the art field. He also hopes to see his students 
achieve in the art field whether that is through winning scholastic awards or 
going onto college to pursue art. 

He taught at Pearl Cohn High School and a few other public schools 
in the area but his last teaching position was in Antioch. Through his AP 
program there, he met a former teacher from MBA who ultimately led him 
to apply to an open spot in the art program here. He said, “It’s also very 
cool that I am here, because I never thought in a million years I would be 
teaching and coaching for MBA considering I coached against MBA at Pearl 
Cohn High School.”

Mr. Majors has always been an artist. He has been an artist since he was 
16 years old and pursued it in high school. He went into the mortgage field 
and talking to a coworker, he said that “every time you talk about kids you 
hear the passion,” which ultimately led him to teach his passion for art. He 
acquired that passion in high school and ultimately went back to college and 
got his masters degree. 

HENDERSON MAJORS: VISUAL ARTS

By Luke Murray

Dr. Bray’s favorite color is yellow. Her favorite sport is soccer, because 
she grew up playing it. She attended Texas Tech for undergrad. She likes 
country music because of the raspy sound of the instruments. She obviously 
enjoys math more than any other subject. She enjoys watching sports, 
hanging out with friends, and playing with her dog. Although many people 
around her complain of Nashville’s traffic, it does not upset her. After 
gaining some teaching experience in grad school, she decided to try it out, 
because she enjoyed it more than she expected. She is involved in Junior 
School Soccer. She is an advisor to research, the K9 Companions, and the 
coding club. She likes the small-town vibe of Nashville and the advantages 
of a bigger city. She grew up just outside of Dallas, near the Fort Worth 
area. She would like to advise her students to “pursue what you enjoy and 
give things a chance that you might not know about.”

KASEY BRAY: MATH

By Frank Hancock

Mr. Watkins previously worked at Oliverian School in New Hampshire. 
It is a small boarding school for kids who could not succeed in other 
environments because they were coming from treatment or had other issues. 
He enjoys most to teach Psychology and expressed an interest in beginning 
a Psychology class at MBA. As he has worked in biology and environmental 
science, he is strongly opinionated about his favorite animal, the Bonobo, 
which is a species similar to chimpanzees. He worked with chimpanzees 
at the Yerkes National Primate Center at Emory University in research. 
Although Mr. Watkins has lived in San Francisco and Atlanta, he considers 
Charlotte, North Carolina his “hometown.” His favorite NFL team is 
not the ‘49ers or the Falcons, but his Carolina Panthers. While he enjoys 
watching the NFL, his favorite sport is still lacrosse. Mr. Watkins attended 
undergrad at Dartmouth College and went on to a neuroscience research 
program at Emory, which allowed him to interface with the Bonobo. 
Although he enjoyed that research opportunity he has enjoyed his trips 
to Costa Rica because he has been able to travel there and study the great 
biodiversity. His favorite biological site to visit in the U.S. is Zion National 
Park in Utah. Although Mr. Watkins has been known to have amphibians 
and reptiles in his home, right now he only has two rescue mutts as pets. 

KEVIN WATKINS: SCIENCE

THE BELL RINGER

PHOTO: Michael Jones
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Sage Th reatens the Free Market
By McGavock Cooper

News Editor

Th e bake sale is the buzzing hub of 
commerce on campus. As donuts and 
skittles change hands, money fl ows 
within the circle of capitalism. Bake 
Sales have grown to such an extent 
that the GDP of the Endada bake sale 
now rivals the GDP of several Eastern 
European countries. A single microbe 
has more purchasing power than the 
entire population of Latvia, Estonia, 
and Lithuania combined. Last year, the 
sales of Swedish Fish were larger than 
the entire economy of Sweden. With 
the exception of the Mother’s Club 
embezzlement scandal (SpaghettiGate), 
corruption is rare in the bake sale 
economy. Th e bake sale is a free market 
economy, with very little government 
regulation and many competitors 
keeping the market healthy. 

Th is free market, however, 
was blatantly violated recently 
when the Sage Dining 
Corporation replaced Chick-
Fil-A as the chicken sandwich 
provider. By eliminating the 
competition, Sage Dining, with 
its insatiable hunger for profi t 
and pasta, has seized a complete 
monopoly over the chicken 
sandwich industry and can 
now charge a higher price--a 
shocking $6--for a signifi cantly 
worse product. Sage knows that 
the student body is addicted 
to chicken sandwiches and can 
now profi t off  of this addiction. 
After already having to 
refi nance his family’s house to 
pay for all of his break cookies, 
Tanuj Koli now has to sell his 
Mercedes to pay off  his chicken 
sandwich debt.

Our American spirit takes its 
purest form in our free market, 
where hard work and ingenuity 
translate into personal gain. As Adam 
Smith famously wrote, “It is not from 
the benevolence of the butcher, the 
brewer, or the baker that we expect our 
dinner, but from their regard to their 
own interest.” Th is capitalist system 
harnesses the power of individuals and 
uses their collective eff orts to better 
society. Th ese fundamental principles 
are engraved into the hearts and 
minds of every MBA student, as the 
meritocracy here acts as a microcosm 
for American Capitalism. Sage’s war on 

Chick-Fil-A is really a war on MBA’s 
founding principles of competition and 
merit. Not only is this an attack on 
MBA, but also an attack on America’s 
capitalist values. It is one thing for 
Sage to take away our Chick-fi l-A, but 
when they attack our American spirit, 
they cross a line. Th e free market is 
the lifeblood of the American Dream. 
Without the American Dream, what are 
we as a society? 

Sage can force us to eat their chicken 
sandwiches, but we refuse to stand and 
watch them insult America. When the 

British taxed the colonists’ tea, what 
did our founding fathers do? Th ey 
stood up for what was right, what was 
American, and they boycotted the East 
India Company. As the sworn enemy 
of corruption and oppression, the Bell 
Ringer calls for a boycott of all Sage 
bake sale goods until Chick-Fil-A is 
allowed to return to MBA and our free 
market is restored. 

Sage’s war on 
Chick-Fil-A is really 

a war on MBA’s 
founding principles 
of competition and 

merit. Not only is this 
an attack on MBA, 

but also an attack on 
America’s capitalist 

values.

Th e MBA student body anxiously awaits the restoration of the ability to purchase their beloved 
chicken sandwiches.                                PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons
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By Aden Barton
Managing Editor

The Life and Time of Molly Ivins 
tells the story of the larger-than-
life 6-foot Texas woman, who was 
also a self-proclaimed liberal. Full 
of contradictions, Molly Ivins was a 
college-educated political pundit and 
Pulitzer Prize nominee who could speak 
French fluently as easily as she could tell 
blunt jokes in a Texas drawl. The movie 
traces her progression from the local 
political scene to her eventual role in 
the national spotlight. Although Ivins 
died in 2007 after a fight with breast 
cancer, her legacy lives on through 
this film which uses original footage 
combined with expert testimony to 
reveal the personal and political life of 
the outspoken figure.

Although Ivins was already a 
state legend for her searing work as 
a co-editor on the Texas Observer, 
her ascendency to the national level 
came as George. W. Bush became a 
household name. She had grown up in 
the same town as the politician and, 
in her words, “accidentally became an 
authority” on the man. Ivins’ work was 
characterized by her ability to call it 
like it was. Her simple and oftentimes 
raunchy commentary would make 
whatever politician she was lambasting 
squirm under her hard-hitting and clear 
cut analysis.

Although she was a liberal, 
she pulled no punches when 
it came to her own side. In 
fact, her insults often fell on 
national democratic leaders 
who she dubbed, “gutless to 
an extraordinary extent.” She 
often would comment on the 
false binary between the parties, 
arguing that political parties are 
“top to bottom” instead of “left 
to right.” 

Struck by the hilarity of the 
movie, which often seems more 
like a comedy than a political 
film at points, I was left with 
a mix of curiosity and sadness. 
I was sad about her passing 
and curious as to what the 
political climate would be like 
now if our current politicians 
had been subjected to Ivins’ 
wrath. The biggest lesson of 
the move, more than just being a 
biography of an amazing person, is 
its commentary on the importance 
of political punditry overall. Molly 
Ivins is remembered not for her clever 
or witty remarks, no matter how funny, 
but rather for her ability to expose 
the corruption and lies of the political 
establishment on both sides. Her no-
nonsense attitude, which privileged 
truth over political loyalty, is a scarce 
commodity in today’s media circus. 

In the highly divided and polarized 

times of today,  a beer-drinking, pick-
up driving, hunting-loving Texan 
who was at the same time a devout 
progressive evokes an almost forlorn 
sense of nostalgia for times passed in 
which the country was more unified. 
Beholden to no one except her own 
search for progress, Molly Ivins should 
be a model for all those who are seeking 
to heal the wounds of this country and 
hold politicians accountable. While it’s 

impossible to say truly what Molly Ivins 
would say about the political present, 
her movie should be an inspiration for 
those of us still around and capable 
of changing the course of our country 
towards a better future.
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It wasn’t just the long hours or the 
make-up of the students, however, 
that contributed to the success of the 
team. The MBA mock trial coaches 
are unparalleled across the country 
in terms of coaching ability. We have 
three trained attorneys who help the 
students write and perform the trial: 
Mr. Stewart, Mr. Cowan and Tracy 
Hancock. If not for Mr. Stewart’s 
help with the administrative and 
bureaucratic side of things, the team 
would literally cease to function. 
He also helps to fill in wherever the 
amount of students spreads out the 
amount of coaches. Mr. Cowan has 
been the foundation of the MBA 
mock trial team for decades and is 
almost certainly one of the most 

experienced mock trial coaches of 
all time. He has been involved in the 
activity for 37 years, and his time in 
the activity provides invaluable insight 
into case strategy. Tracy Hancock 
is MBA’s newest coach, and having 
another perspective has proved to 
be incredibly helpful in writing the 
courtroom materials. When asked 
about Tracy, Mr. Cowan guaranteed 
him to be “one of the best mock trial 
coaches in the country.”

In terms of actual tournament 
results, MBA dominated. After going 
8-0 in prelims and beating the former 
champions of the competition, the 
team faced a school from Texas called 
Covenant Classical. Both teams 
proved to be incredibly skilled, but 
MBA mock trial ended up winning 
with a decisive 6-1 ballot count. 
Aside from the final tournament 
places, Matthew Hawkins also won 
an individual witness award, and 
Matthew Kaplan was the only lawyer 
to win an attorney award on both sides 
of the case.

The MBA mock trial team has been 
attending Empire Atlanta since its 
founding five years ago but had never 
won the prestigious competition. In 
summing up the experience of finally 
having taken the championship, Mr. 
Cowan said, “I can’t tell you how 
proud I am of the way our team 

competed in Atlanta. The Empire 
Atlanta Mock Trial competition is 
truly an international competition that 
this year included teams from South 
Korea, Canada, and some of the very 
best mock trial programs from around 
the country. When we put our team 
together this summer, we were very 
disappointed in our result from last 
year’s city competition, but we set our 
goal to win the Empire competition, 
even though our previous best result 
there was an 8th place finish last 
year.... With [Mr. Stewart and Tracy’s] 
help and the hard work of every 
member of the team, we were able 
to achieve this 
great result. It’s 
a real feather 
in the cap of 
this nationally 
recognized mock 
trial program.” 

The team, 
however, has 
no time to rest 
on our laurels. 
As Mr. Stewart 
is fond of 
saying, this 
competition is 
only the first of 
four: city, state, 
then nationals. 
While we are 

proud of our finish; we are already 
looking towards the rest of the season. 
When asked about the rest of the 
year, Tracy echoed Mr. Cowan’s 
sentiments and expressed his hope 
for the upcoming competitions: “We 
have a very experienced squad, and 
I wasn’t surprised to see the guys 
achieve great things at Empire. They 
prepared diligently, and it showed. 
With continued hard work, we hope 
to build on our success as the season 
progresses. The sky is the limit for this 
team.” 

Although George W. Bush was one of Molly Ivins’ main targets of political criticism, they both 
had a strong mutual admiration for each other.

PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons

The Life and Time of Molly Ivins Review
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MLS Process Once Again in Question
By McGavock Cooper and John 

Raulston Graham
News Editor and Managing Editor

On September the 12th, a lawsuit 
alleging that there was a conflict of 
interest in the awarding of the contracts 
for the proposed MLS stadium was 
filed, naming the Metro Nashville 
government as the defendant. The 
lawsuit alleges three members of the 
“Nashville Soccer Holdings,” who made 
bid proposal decisions on behalf of the 
city, have had dealings with Mortenson 
and Messrs Construction companies. 
The lawsuit also alleges that some of the 
recipients of the bids have questionable 
links to the ownership of the franchise. 

The lawsuit states: “At least three 
(3) separate RFQ evaluations related to 
the stadium’s design and construction 
contract have been evaluated with 
apparent bias. Furthermore, these 
contracts were awarded to companies 
with questionable connections to the 
MLS team franchise’s co-owners.”  

This lawsuit represents a big victory 
for the movement to prevent the 
building of the stadium. Various groups 
have spoken out against the stadium 
for desperate reasons. The group Save 
the Fairgrounds has been fighting this 
proposed stadium for over a year now, 
and this lawsuit validates some of 
their arguments. They are disgruntled 

at the fact that much of the historic 
fairground space would be cleared to 
make way for the stadium and support 
for it. 

Many other groups have publicly 
and privately expressed frustration 
with the centrality of the site to the 
city. Some in the current mayor’s office 
have pushed for a different site closer 
to downtown and transportation 
infrastructure. The lawsuits on this 
subject have been dismissed in the past, 
but this is the first lawsuit to actually be 
allowed to stand trial. 

Last year, The Bell Ringer reported 
on this issue, raising concerns about 
a possible conflict of interest with the 
Request for Quotes (RFQ) process, 
citing multiple questionable selections 
emerging from the process. The lawsuit 
deals particularly with the decision 
to choose the partnership between 
Mortenson and Messrs, but it calls into 
questions many other decisions by the 
committee. It questions at least three 
choices made by the committee on what 
designers and contractors to choose. 
The ambiguity with which this process 
was undertaken is frustrating, but is 
not uncommon when municipalities 
undertake the RFQ process for a major 
project. 

Recently, confusion arose after the 
$9 billion Chicago airport project was 
awarded to the only firm that submitted 

a RFQ and had never completed an 
airport project by a committee whose 
members were completely concealed. 
Interestingly, that firm was a favorite of 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, but is relatively 
new to the scene of large projects. 
Oftentimes, municipalities cite a need 
for insularity from other inputs for the 
secrecy, but this secrecy also creates 
doubt in the process by the public. 

These concerns seem to have been 
shared by much of the city, as now 
the proposal hits a major roadblock. 
If this lawsuit succeeds, it becomes 
unlikely that the stadium will be 
built at all, considering that the new 

administration might not pursue this 
project as aggressively as the previous 
administration.

The process in Nashville seems to 
be the result of a hasty attempt to pull 
together a bid for the MLS with little 
regard for details involved. The two 
previous administrations have invested 
in questionable practices and allowed 
investors to dominate the allocation 
of public funds. Whether or not 
these practices continue seems to be 
in question, but this lawsuit is a step 
towards identifying a problem. 

By Joseph Bellardo
Features Editor

There is no better way to see the 
passion and school spirit that exists on 
the hill than on Friday nights in the 
fall. There is just a ‘Friday night feeling’ 
that you can simply feel on the campus 
from the moment you walk to your 
first class at 8:20, as advisory is ending 
on a Friday. There are so many small 
things we often neglect to think about 
that go into making these games go off 
without a hitch, from announcing, the 
father’s club grilling in the concession 
stands, the teachers who sell tickets, the 
jazz band, the trainers, and the student 
council guys. The beautiful thing is that 
the entire community of MBA: alums, 
parents, friends of the school, teachers, 
and, of course, current students, all 
come together under the lights and 
enjoy an event that unites everyone. 

Take the homecoming game for 
instance: every year the stadium is 
packed with fans of the school who 
may not have ever had any relation with 
the school itself but are friends and 
neighbors of MBA who want to enjoy 
the amazing community that we have 
here. From younger children playing 
touch football in the endzone, 7th and 
8th graders awkwardly talking to girls, 
parents and teachers in the stands, older 

fans comparing stats and reminiscing 
about when they attended MBA, or of 
course the student section, the game is 
alive with excitement and hysteria. The 
sounds, smells, and collective feeling 
of these games are unlike anything else 
that we have at MBA. 

One of the most important parts 
however for MBA students is of course 
the student section. It allows us to blow 
off steam after a long week of being 
battered by tests and assignments while 
supporting our players on the field and 
going absolutely wild. The modern 
iterations of the famed Big Red Sea, 
while not the same as their predecessor, 
still can hold their own and have added 
to and kept traditions that make the 
student section what it is. The tradition 
of painting up remains as strong as ever, 
with support from all grades, including 
strong support by the Freshman class. 

Others such as throwing powder when 
a touchdown is scored, the infamous 
playing of “Everytime We Touch,” or 
watching the immaculate dancing of 
Luke Boyer are fun for all. 

There are, however, several changes 
that could prove to make our student 
section just a bit better. A collective 
music playlist that could be voted on 
by the student body or in some way 
influenced by students and approved 
by the faculty would be a fantastic way 
to get student involvement in choosing 
songs to hype up the boys on Friday 
nights. Don’t get me wrong, the current 
ones are not bad, but adding to the list 
can only better the atmosphere and add 
diversity so that the same songs are not 
played game after game. 

One thing that has managed always 
to be a struggle for MBA students has 
been themes for the game. This problem 
mostly applies when it gets too cold to 
paint up, but largely either no theme is 
planned, a theme is announced too late, 
or no one participates in the chosen 
theme. There is something intimidating 
about a bunch of screaming men 
wearing togas during a football game, 
and we should be using that to our 
advantage. Having a central theme 
that is announced and sent out from 
the student section leaders would be 
a great way to boost morale and make 

funky town that much funkier. Getting 
student involvement and suggestions on 
the theme could add to that and compel 
more students to follow the chosen 
theme. 

The student section has still been 
surrounded by controversy both 
through the so-called “paintgate” last 
year as well as through many difficulties 
with music and mosh pits over the 
last several weeks. While much of 
the student body disagrees with the 
changes, there are a few positives. While 
it can be a great feeling to scream your 
head off and get excited for the team, 
the truth is that the less insane we act, 
the more people from neighboring 
schools, namely Harpeth Hall and Saint 
Cecelia, will attend the games and join 
us on Friday nights. More to the point, 
the less intimidating we are, the more 
likely the younger grades and microbes 
are to join us. We always strive to have 
high microbe involvement, and part 
of getting seventh and eight graders 
involved is to make them feel like they 
belong when they come. All that aside, 
tonight, we have without question our 
biggest game of the season: Brentwood 
Academy. Of any game, our student 
section for this game needs to be the 
biggest and loudest it’s been all season. 

Bottom line: Be loud, be proud, be 
rowdy, and Roll Red.

The Good, the Bad, and the Painted: Student Section

Moretenson and Messrs are both very large construction firms and are being called into 
question for their winning Nashville bids.  PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons

The tradition of 
painting up remains 

as strong as ever, 
with support from 

all grades, including 
strong support by the 

freshman class.
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By Adam Wang
Contributor

Following the exciting success of 
their 2018-2019 season, with notable 
state championships in the 4x100 and 
4x800 relays, the MBA track team 
is looking forward to another great 
showing this year. Nonetheless, the 
spring track season will coincide with 
a renovation of the Tommy Owen 
stadium seating, an offshoot of the 
massive developments surrounding 
the construction of the new, acclaimed 
wellness center. With plans to finish 
the entire endeavor by early 2021, the 
construction is—amazingly—ahead of 
schedule.

As for the direct impacts on the 
track season, the upcoming year will 
see major alterations to accommodate 
construction. Already, the stadium 

renovation is planned to begin 
around the end of the football season, 
potentially as soon as early November. 
Most of the track will be covered in 
large, protective mats to prepare for 
heavy machinery. These mats will cross 
into the football field through the 
baseball field, carrying pre-assembled 
segments of the new stadium.

In addition, new stadium lights 
are being installed around the field. 
The back stretch of lights, across 
from “home” seating, purportedly 
will be completed by mid-February, 
opening this portion of the track for 
use first. According to the ambitious 
construction timetable, half the track 
should be available by spring break; 
lanes six through eight will remain 
occupied as the new stadium seating is 
finalized. Moreover, these developments 
will result in the temporary shutdown 
of the public address system and 
the floodlights around the track. 
Particularly with the absence of electric 
lights—and also half the track—it 
will be somewhat difficult to hold 
protracted, competitive meets at MBA. 

Consequently, the 2020 spring 
season will see very few home track 
meets. This includes no junior school 
meets and definitely none of the spirited 
competitions we have traditionally 
hosted. Look forward to the Doug Hall 

Relays at Brentwood Academy (that 
just sounds weird), Freshman City at 
Lipscomb, and the City and Region 
Meets at Harpeth Hall. Nonetheless, 
we may still host small, casual meets for 
friendly competition. Daily practices 
will also see variation, especially for 
sprinters and field (distance runners will 
be less affected). To the excitement of 
many, there will be increased use of St. 
Cecilia’s track as our own is in the most 

extensive phases of construction.
Takeaways? Expect a tumultuous 

track season, likely to be lost in the 
hype surrounding the construction of 
the workout building. Nonetheless, 
the perk for us runners is a brand new 
track, set to replace the old one in the 
summer of 2021.

Looking Forward to a Tumultuous Track Season

The Future Looks Bright with Ninth Grade Football

With the absence of 
electric lights—and 
also half the track—
it will be somewhat 

difficult to hold 
protracted, competitive 

meets at MBA. 

MBA Big Red Track will be faced with challenges resulting from Construction of the 
new building.           PHOTO: Bell Ringer archive

By Browning Trainer
Contributor

The freshman football team had a 
great season this year, finishing with a 
4-1 record. The season started in June 
when the freshmen joined the varsity 
for some of their summer workouts. 
The team had excellent turnouts at 
those optional workouts, and the 
freshmen started practicing in August. 
Three scrimmage wins in August against 
Blackman, Henry County, and Smyrna 
displayed the talent and potential of 
this year’s class of freshmen football 
players. Although the team only had 5 
games, they displayed their high level 
of talent and effort in each minute of 
every game and made the most of their 
opportunities on the field. 

The freshman team played its first 

game at home against the Rossview 
Redhawks. The team started fast despite 
the wet weather and drove for an early 
touchdown, setting the tone for what 
would be a shutout victory for the 
Big Red freshmen. JR Morton caught 
two touchdown passes, and Browning 
Trainer and Zane Thompson each ran 
for one while Frank Dinkins and Wiley 
Buenahora sealed the game with a 
fourth quarter interception each on the 
way to a 38-0 victory. The next week, 
the freshmen took on an athletic Pearl 
Cohn team at home. A goal line stand 
by the starting defense and another 
early touchdown drive capped by a 
Claiborne Richards’s touchdown grab 
put the team up, but a broken play 
touchdown from Pearl Cohn at the 
end of the first half put them up 8-7 at 
halftime. In the second half, DeAirrus 
Morton ran for a touchdown to put 
MBA up 15-8, and MBA punted to 
Pearl Cohn with 2 minutes left in the 
game. During the punt with the Pearl 
Cohn defense bearing down on him, 
Colin Kerrigan was forced by a bad 
snap to make the smartest play of the 
season by pitching the ball out the back 
of the endzone and taking a safety, 
allowing a kick to give the defense room 
to work. The defense did just that, and 
they put an exclamation point on their 
second-half shutout. 

After a 2-0 start, the team went into 

its third home game against BHS with 
confidence. The loaded running back 
group scored 3 touchdowns, and Keen 
Zoller and Claiborne Richards had 
interceptions. Tommy Carson returned 
a forced fumble for a touchdown, and 
Cole Hooper booted some extra points 
through the uprights, and all of this 
success culminated in a 33-6 beatdown 
win to make the Big Red freshmen 3-0 
on the season. 

The freshmen played the most 
important game of the year the next 
week against Brentwood Academy. 
After giving up a long touchdown 
run, Cole Hooper scored on a hook 
and ladder to keep MBA in the game 
at halftime, but the defense gave up a 
couple more long runs which ended up 
being the difference in the game. The 
team fought hard throughout the game, 
and Grayson Soper and Cole Hooper 
battled through injury to play in the 
game. Brentwood Academy scored an 
additional touchdown making the final 
score a 24-6 loss for the Big Red. 

Because two of the team’s potential 
games were cancelled, the freshmen had 
only one game left in the season to get 
the bad taste of the BA loss out of their 
mouths and to play together as a class. 
That game was an away game at Pope 
John Paul II. The team came out and 
played good defense against the run 
but gave up deep touchdown passes on 

back-to-back drives that put JPII up 
12-0. After that, the team got its act 
together. The defense shut out JPII the 
rest of the first half, and Colin Kerrigan 
scored on a goal line QB sneak. The 
defense, led by Tommy Carson’s three 
sacks and forced interception, shut out 
JPII for the rest of the game, but it was 
the offense that was the star of the show. 
The Big Red freshmen lined up in their 
power formation and proceeded to jam 
the ball down JPII’s throats to the tune 
of 32 third quarter points. Hampton 
Coleman and Browning Trainer both 
had interceptions, and Frank Dinkins 
had a one-handed interception that 
he returned 80 yards for a touchdown 
to finish the game off. Hillary Odede 
and Nathaniel Nelson, two linemen, 
received goal line carries on two-point 
conversion attempts but unfortunately 
didn’t score. The MBA freshmen 
finished their season right with a 46-12 
win against JPII. 

Although there were some star 
players, the season’s success really was 
a team effort. The leadership of Coach 
Dodson, Coach Sawyer, Coach Moore, 
Coach Stewart, and Coach Pettis helped 
the team along the way, and the MBA 
2019 freshman football team had an 
amazing season. 

Although the team 
only had 5 games, 

they displayed their 
high level of talent and 
effort in each minute 

of every game and 
made the most of their 
opportunities on the 

field.
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Guide to the MLB Playoff s

By Travis Swaff ord
Contributor

October has fi nally arrived, and the 
moment everyone has been waiting for 
is here: postseason baseball. Well, some 
of us. In all honesty, most students here 
at MBA will be watching football while 
these tremendous clubs duke it out on 
the diamond. But just in case you want 
to tune in to this year’s postseason, here 
is a quick summary of what you need to 
know about the teams competing. 

Th e Superteams

Houston Astros 
Led by MVP candidate Alex 

Bregman and Cy Young Award 
contenders Justin Verlander and Gerrit 
Cole, this Astros squad has a great shot 
at winning its second title in three 
years. Bregman and rookie Yordan 
Alvarez have fueled this powerful lineup 
throughout the season and will look to 
continue their success in the playoff s. 
Cole, Verlander, and trade acquisition 
Zach Grienke have combined for one 
of the most dynamic pitching trios 
in league history. Th ese factors make 
Houston a narrow favorite to win the 
World Series.

Los Angeles Dodgers 
After breakout years from superstar 

slugger Cody Bellinger and starting 
pitcher Hyun Jin Ryu, LA is poised for 
a third straight trip to the World Series. 
Th e matchless depth of Dodgers batters 
has propelled the Dodgers to the best 
record in the National League. With 
proper utilization of the bench and 
bullpen by manager Dave Roberts, the 
Dodgers could win their fi rst title since 
1988. 

New York Yankees  
Despite continued struggles with 

starting pitching, the Yankees have 
slugged their way to another 100 win 
season. Th e Yankees have been plagued 
by injuries all season, but they are fairly 
healthy entering the playoff s. Featuring 
home run power from Aaron Judge, 
Giancarlo Stanton, Gleyber Torres, and 
Gary Sanchez, the Yankees will attempt 
to overcome their lackluster starting 
pitching as they seek their 28th World 
Series title. 

Th e Challengers 

Atlanta Braves 
After getting a taste of the playoff s in 

2018, the Braves are locked and loaded 
for a 2019 postseason run. With vintage 
Josh Donaldson and MVP caliber 
seasons from Freddie Freeman and 
Ronald Acuna Jr., the Braves once again 
beat the odds as they ran away with the 
NL East. Th e success of rookie starting 
pitcher Mike Soroka, veteran SP Dallas 
Keuchel, and the bullpen will ultimately 
determine how far this team goes in 

the postseason. Th e 
Braves are a young 
and exciting team to 
watch with a good 
chance to wreak 
havoc in October. 

Minnesota Twins
If you like the 

long ball, Minnesota 
is the team for you to 
watch in the playoff s. 
Th e Twins shattered 
the single season team 
home run record this 
year en route to the 
AL Central Division 
title. Loaded with 
power up and down 
the lineup, the Twins 
pose a real threat 
to any opposing 
pitchers. Subpar 
pitching, however, 
could limit the 
success of this team. 
Nevertheless, veteran slugger Nelson 
Cruz could lead the Twins beyond 
expectations.

St. Louis Cardinals
Possibly the hottest team in baseball 

entering the postseason, the Cardinals 
have surprised many with a resurgent 
second half of the season. Jack Flaherty, 
the young ace of the Cardinals staff , is 
currently on an unprecedented stretch 
of dominance. Th is strong pitching 
combined with the potent bats of Paul 
Goldschmidt and Marcell Ozuna is a 
recipe for possible postseason success. 

Th e Underdogs 

 Barring a change in the standings 
between the time this article was 
written and its publication, the one 
game wild card playoff  matchups will 
be the Washington Nationals versus the 
Milwaukee Brewers and the Oakland 
A’s versus the Tampa Bay Rays.

Washington Nationals
Th e Nationals present a challenge 

to the Dodgers if they can advance past 
the Brewers in the one game playoff . 
Future Hall-of-Famer Max Scherzer 
is as dominant as ever, and he and the 
other Nats pitchers have been supported 
with an impressively deep lineup and 
outstanding defense. Outside of a 
struggling bullpen, Washington is one 
of the most complete teams competing 
this year.

Oakland Athletics
Like the Nats, the A’s could threaten 

the Astros in the Division Series if 
they can move pass Tampa Bay in the 
one game playoff . Th riving off  the 
crops of our beloved Nashville Sounds, 
Oakland’s off ense is underestimated. 
Oakland also boasts one of the best 
bullpens and defenses in the bigs this 

year. Having beaten the Astros in six 
of their last eight games, the A’s are an 
October dark horse.

Milwaukee Brewers
After losing star player and 2018 

MVP Christian Yelich to injury with 
three weeks left in the season, the 
Brewers have rallied to make the 
playoff s. Unfortunately, the Brewers 
feature a less than spectacular pitching 
staff  behind a surging off ense. 
Nonetheless, this team is an inspired 
one that has caught fi re, which is always 
dangerous in the postseason. 

Tampa Bay Rays

Incredible pitching from Charlie  
and company has driven Tampa Bay to 
the playoff s in spite of the worst off ense 
among the playoff  teams. Give Tampa 
Bay credit for making it to this point, 
but do not expect much from the Rays 
this October. 

World Series Prediction
As an avid fan of the Braves, I am 

tempted to predict a World Series title 
and the start of a dynasty in Atlanta. 
However, I will go with my better 
judgement and pick the Los Angeles 
Dodgers to defeat the Houston Astros 
in a riveting rematch of the thrilling 
2017 World Series.  

Cody Bellinger looks to make a diff erence for his Dodgers, after an impressive regular season. 
PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons
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What to Expect from the Preds Next Year?

By Cameron Kinser
Contributor

Although the Predators have yet to 
take home the Stanley Cup, I believe 
this year’s team will take it home. You 
may be asking why this year will be 
any diff erent, and I can answer that 
question with ease. Th e Preds will 
fl ourish because of their dramatic 
improvement in special teams. To begin, 
the team hired a new assistant coach 
Dan Lambert. Lambert is one of the 
only coaches in the league hired just for 
special teams, which is understandable 
as the Preds fi nished last in the league 
in power play percentage. However, the 
assistant coach was not the biggest news 
of the off season. 

Over the summer, P.K. Subban was 
traded to the New Jersey Devils for two 
mediocre players and two 2nd round 
draft picks. I agree with this trade for 
many reasons. My fi rst reason is the 
lack of consistency. Th roughout the 
season and playoff s, you never knew 
what to expect from Subban. He 
could score a powerplay goal from a 
stupendous shot from the point, or he 
could have countless turnovers allowing 
the other team to have an easy scoring 
opportunity. 

My second reason is simply cap 
space. Th e Predators have around 
$75 million of cap space each year, 
and Subban took up $10 million of 
it even though he was on a second 
line defensive pairing. Th is money 
can be used for much more benefi cial 
purposes, such as extending Roman 
Josi’s contract or signing quality free 

agents. Lastly, letting Subban go allows 
for more space. Th e Preds can now give 
younger and faster players a chance to 
rise up in the Predators defence. 

Also, I want to make it clear that 
the defense will remain perfectly stable 
despite the loss of Subban. Th e defense 
still has a highly capable 1st pairing 
with Ryan Ellis and Roman Josi, and 
it has a prosperous 2nd pairing with 
veteran Mattias Ekholm and the 
talented young gun Dante Fabbro. 

Going back to special teams, I 
believe the Preds will prosper because 
of the new acquisition of the 28-year-
old Matt Duchene. Duchene has 39 
goals and 64 assists on the power 
play during his career. He also adds 
more depth to the roster. With Kyle 
Turris being a failure over the past two 
seasons, Duchene will take over the 
job of 2nd line center, allowing Craig 
Smith (winger) to boost the third line. 
Duchene also gives off  more experience 
and wisdom to the rest of the roster. He 
has been in the league for ten years and 
should help ease the tension of all the 
young players that make up the Preds 
roster during games of high intensity 
or importance and during the playoff s. 
Finally, he will help the Predators gain 
more pucks off  of faceoff s. Duchene 
had a higher faceoff  win percentage 
than any Predator last year, and his skill 
with his hands when controlling the 
puck is admirable. 

Overall, I believe the Predators 
will have a better season than last year 
because of our improved special teams 
and depth throughout the roster.

By Bo Wilbanks
Staff   Writer

Each off season brings excitement 
to every NHL franchise. However, this 
season for the Nashville Predators seems 
to be more anticipated than others. 
Th e Preds roster was shaken up quite a 
bit after last season’s disappointing fi rst 
round playoff  exit. GM David Poile 
sought to reshape the roster and create a 
new, winning culture in Nashville: “We 
failed to meet our expectations and our 
fans’ expectations. Th ere are some issues 
to address. Th ere will be some changes.” 

Some of these issues included the 
powerplay, second hand scoring, and 
overall new personalities in an attempt 
to improve the culture around the team. 
In an eff ort to resolve these problems, 
Poile traded away defenseman PK 
Subban and signed forward Matt 
Duchene. Duchene is known for his 
scoring and off ensive fi repower, and 
signing him seemed like the perfect 
solution. 

Keep in mind, the Predators were 
forced to trade away Subban in order 
to fi t Duchene under the salary cap. 
Many fans wanted Subban gone, and 
his importance to the team both on and 
off  the ice was devalued. Subban is a 
locker room favorite among teammates, 
and he brought the same swagger and 
confi dence that the Predators seemed 
to be missing last season. So why trade 
away this crucial piece? Yes, Subban 
made costly errors in his time with 
Nashville, but in the process he brought 
energy to a team that lacked it at times. 
Not to mention, he was a perennial 

Norris Trophy contender and anchor 
on the blue line for a team which also 
struggled defensively last year. Ryan 
Ellis was not the player he had been 
throughout his career, and Subban was 
one of the Preds best defenders. 

While Duchene brings similar 
attributes that Subban possesses as far 
as fi repower, he is a liability on defense. 
Duchene is an off ensive weapon who 
often times looks disinterested on 
defense, to say the least. While his 
off ensive ability is evident, he needs to 
improve his game on the other end of 
the ice. Duchene was also brought in 
to help the powerplay, which struggled 
mightily last year. 

In an eff ort to help fi x this problem, 
the Preds hired Dan Lambert from 
the WHL’s Spokane Chiefs. Lambert 
is an off ensive coach, and he brings 
a new perspective to the power play. 
However, he is extremely unproven. 
He has little NHL experience, and it is 
still unknown how he will fi x the power 
play. Expect his adjustment to the NHL 
to take some time, and do not expect 
greatness right away. 

Overall, the Predators look much 
the same as they did last year. Yes, they 
lost Subban and gained Duchene, but 
one can only wonder if they did enough 
to fi x the roster. Th e talent is there, 
but last year something was missing. 
Unfortunately, this year that one thing 
may still be missing, and a Predator 
regression is very possible. 

Another Year of Success A Step Back

Could this be the Strangest Year in NFL History?
By Patrick Pergande

Contributor

Could this be the strangest year in 
NFL history? Th ere are three important 
questions to consider throughout this 
year: 1) Will the Patriots go 16-0? 2) 
Who will stay undefeated? 3) What will 
happen to the Titans? 

Will the Patriots go 16-0? Th e 
Patriots this year have the second easiest 
schedule in the NFL. Th e only chance 
for upset is the Chiefs or the Bills. 
Th e Patriots have one of the strongest 
group of core players the NFL has seen 
in a long time. Super Bowl champion 
Tom Brady has 42/53 players from last 
year’s Super Bowl, most notably WR 
Cordarrelle Patterson. However, the 
Patriots seemed unbeatable when they 
acquired WR Antonio Brown. Brown’s 
stint was short lasted, as he now is 
“retired” from the NFL. However, the 
Patriots have one of the easiest walks to 
the playoff s, as their hardest opponent is 

the Chiefs, then followed by the Bills or 
Browns. But, with the loss of Antonio 
Brown, I do not believe the Patriots will 
be able to complete a perfect season.

Moving on, after week 4, there are 
the Kansas City Chiefs, New England 
Patriots, and San Francisco 49ers. Th e 
Chiefs will likely stay undefeated until 
week 14 when they face the Patriots. 
Th e winner of this Chiefs and Patriots 
matchup has a very good chance to go 
undefeated barring an upset from an 
unexpected team. Th e 49ers, led by 
Jimmy Garoppalo, will lose in the next 
few weeks to either the Rams, Browns, 
or Seahawks. With one of their best 
cornerbacks, Ahkello Witherspoon, 
out for 1 month, the 49ers defense is 
very volatile. Ultimately, it is extremely 
diffi  cult to go undefeated in the NFL 
but there is a good chance that at 
least two of these teams can keep their 
undefeated streak alive for weeks to 
come. 

Th e Titans have completely fallen 

apart after losing to the Colts and the 
Jaguars. However, not all hope is lost 
for the Titans as they approach a soft 
spot in their schedule this year. Th e next 
6 games, with the exclusion of the Bills, 
should be a slightly easier competition 
until the Titans face the Chiefs on 
November 10. In my opinion, if the 
Titans sustain a losing record, Mariota 
should be benched for Ryan Tannehill. 

In refl ection of the Browns game, 
the Titans off ense is fueled primarily 
behind Derrick Henry. Once Henry 
gets going, the Titans are hard to stop. 
But don’t rule out the Titans yet, once 
Taylor Lewan comes back, the Titans 
may have a shot of protecting their QB 
and winning the division. 

Tennessee Titans play against the Cleveland Browns. PHOTO: Wikimedia Commons



October 11th, 2019 SPORTS 21

By Jack Smartt and Robby Barnes
Sports Editor and Contributor

Our top 10 teams for the upcoming 
season: 

1. Kentucky
After losing in the Elite Eight last 

year, Kentucky took a hit regarding 
their starting lineup, losing three first 
round picks. The Wildcats reloaded 
their roster, hauling in the second best 
recruiting class in the country, featured 
by three five star recruits and two four 
star recruits. While the Wildcats are 
losing their top three players from last 
year, they have a good base returning 
from last year and will build on that 
base with the addition of a star studded 
recruiting class. Normally, Kentucky’s 
main problem is inexperience, but with 
the return of experienced starters such 
as Nick Richards and Ashton Hagans, 
Kentucky looks like one of the best 
teams in the country and looks ready to 
make a deep run come March.

2. Michigan State
A perennial contender in the college 

basketball landscape, Michigan State 
boasts yet another elite team. They 
return almost all of their key players 
coming off of a Final Four run. They 
also return Cassius Winston, the early 
favorite for national player of the year 
after averaging 18.8 PPG last year. 
Overall, this Michigan State team is one 
of the most complete teams in terms of 
roster depth while also having one of 
the best coaches in the nation. 

3. Florida
Some may be surprised to see 

Florida at #3 because of their mediocre 
performance last year. However, 
this squad has a chance to be one of 
the most dominant teams in college 
basketball. Aside from returning their 
best player in point guard Andrew 
Nembhard, Florida had one of the 
best off seasons in the country. First, 
they landed two five star recruits, point 
guard Tre Mann and shooting guard 
Scottie Lewis. Mann and Lewis are 
going to give this team an explosiveness 
on offense this year that they didn’t 
have last year. Additionally, Florida 
landed the most coveted transfer in the 
country, big man Kerry Blackshear out 
of Virginia Tech. This team was one of 
the best defensive teams in the country 
last year, and they appear to have added 
3 offensive playmakers. 

4. Louisville
Another shocker in the top 5, the 

Louisville Cardinals are back to national 
contention in quite a quick rebuild after 
the scandal with Rick Pitino. Louisville 
made a fantastic hire in Chich Mack, 
formerly the head coach of Xavier, and 
have quickly built a quality program. 

Similar to Michigan State, Louisville 
returns one of the best players in the 
nation, Jordan Nwora, along with most 
of their key players. Additionally, they 
brought in the 12th best recruiting 
class, featuring one 5-star and four 
4-stars. This combination of experience 
and a good recruiting class should make 
them a contender this year. 

5. Duke
Duke’s success in recent years has 

made it surprising to see them this 
low at #5. They have now turned their 
entire program into a one-and-done 
NBA factory which means it is hard to 
predict how good they will be next year 
because they have almost none of their 
key players returning. The only reason 
they can be put this high as of now is 
because of the return of sophomore 
Tre Jones, a former 5 star point guard. 
Additionally, they bring in the third 
best recruiting class in the nation. With 
this elite recruiting class combined with 
experienced coaching, they will always 
be considered an elite team.

6. North Carolina
Having UNC at #6 might be too 

high as they are losing their entire 
starting lineup. However, the addition 
of point guard Cole Anthony, the #3 
overall recruit, combined with Roy 
Williams’s coaching makes them a 
contender this year. Anthony might 
be the most talented freshman point 
guard that Williams has ever had, which 
makes him an ideal fit because Williams 
traditionally gets elite production out 
of point guards. The main question 
mark for this roster is whether they 
can get production out of role players 
such as Leaky Black, Garrison Brooks, 
and Brandon Robinson who have 
not had significant roles in the past. 
Nevertheless, you can never count out 
the Tar Heels when discussing the top 
teams in the nation. 

7. Kansas
Last year, Kansas had a 

disappointing year, falling short of the 
Big-12 Title for the first time in 16 
years and losing in the second round 
of the NCAA tournament. This year, 
however, the Jayhawks are returning 
most of their starting lineup, and, with 
the addition of several four star recruits, 
the Jayhawks have a good mixture of 
talent and experience. With former five 
star recruit Devon Dotson at the helm 
of this potent offense, the Jayhawks 
will look to rebound from last year’s 
disappointing season.

8. Arizona
To say that the 2018-2019 season 

was a disappointment for the Wildcats 
would be an understatement. Arizona 
has consistently been one of the top 
programs in college basketball, but last 

year’s team failed to live up to Arizona’s 
lofty standards. This year, however, 
Arizona looks poised to return to 
the national stage with a vengeance. 
Hauling in one of its best recruiting 
classes to date, Arizona will feature an 
elite freshman duo: Nico Mannion 
and Josh Green, both five star recruits. 
Mannion and Green have spent their 
entire high school AAU careers playing 
with each other and have never lost a 
game when they both played. Along 
with those two, Arizona will feature 
senior Chase Jeter, senior grad transfer 
Max Hazzard, and Freshman Zeke 
Nnaji, who Miller considers “the most 
versatile player I’ve ever recruited.” 
With an impressive blend of experience 
and talent, The Wildcats will look to 
return to the national spotlight and lead 
Sean Miller to his first Final Four.

9. Oregon
Last year, Oregon surprised a lot 

of people by making it to the Sweet 
Sixteen in the NCAA tournament, 
losing to eventual champion Virginia 
by only four points, and they did it 
without their best player Bol Bol. 
This year, they are returning their core 
players and look to make a deep run in 
the tournament. The Ducks hauled in 
a massive nine player recruiting class, 
headlined by two five star recruits and 
three more four star recruits. The Ducks 
will be a contender in the improved 
Pac-12, and, by the time the NCAA 
tournament comes around, expect the 
Ducks to have perfected their blend 
of talent and experience, ready to take 
their shot at the NCAA Title.

10. Ohio State
Ohio State is definitely one of the 

most underrated teams in the country. 
They return almost all of their main 
players, including Kaleb Wesson, who 
quietly dominated the Big Ten last year. 
Additionally, they bring in the 14th 
best recruiting class, which includes 
three 4-star recruits. Last year, this 
team was a 6-seed in March Madness, 
and they are returning all of their 
key players while adding a top-15 
recruiting class. Because of this blend 
of experience and success in the past, 
Ohio State will quietly be one of the 
top teams in the nation. 

Most Exciting Team To Watch: 
Memphis Tigers

Despite being a mediocre team in 
the American Athletic Conference, 
they have managed to get the #1 
recruiting class for the upcoming 
basketball season due to coach Penny 
Hardaway. Their recruiting class 
includes #1 overall player James 
Wiseman whom Penny Hardaway 
coached in high school. Alongside 
their other six 4- and 5-star recruits, 
Hardaway has been dominating the 

recruiting landscape. The main question 
now is whether Memphis can convert 
its ridiculous recruiting classes into 
actual success on the court. This team 
has the city of Memphis buzzing right 
now and expect this team to be exciting 
whether they are actually good or not. 

Most Underrated Team : Marquette 
Golden Eagles

After a disheartening loss to Ja Morant 
and Murray State in the NCAA tourna-
ment, Marquette seems to have a chip 
on their shoulder coming into this year. 
Although they lost two of their starters, 
the Houser brothers, Marquette still has 
one of the 5 best players in the nation, 
Markus Howard. In addition to Howard, 
they also have most of their other key 
players coming back besides the Houser 
brothers. Overall, they were a 5 seed in 
the NCAA tournament last year, and 
they don’t seem to have been getting any 
hype this offseason despite having one of 
the most electric players in the country. 

All-American Teams:

1st team:
Markus Howard (Marquette)
Cassius Winston (Michigan State)
Myles Powell (Seton Hall)
Udoka Azubuike (Kansas)
James Wiseman (Memphis)

2nd team:
Tre Jones (Duke)
Anthony Edwards (Georgia)
Jordan Nwora (Louisville)
Isaiah Stewart (Washington)
Kerry Blackshear (Florida)

3rd team:
Nico Mannion (Arizona)
Cole Anthony (North Carolina)
Josh Green (Arizona)
Aaron Nesmith (Vanderbilt)
Chase Jeter (Arizona)

Ultimate Guide to the Next College Basketball Season
THE BELL RINGER
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By Matthew Hawkins
Analytics Editor

As the Democratic Primary is 
heating up, the polls begin to be much 
more accurate indicators of the eventual 
outcome of the election. So, we would 
like to take another look at the polls, 
and compare them to our own poll 
among MBA students. 

Th e top three in the polls remain 
the same, as Joe Biden, Elizabeth 
Warren, and Bernie Sanders remain the 
main contenders. Th e major current 
trend in the primary polls is the rise of 
Elizabeth Warren, who is now polling 
at an average of around 24%. Along 
with Warren’s increase in the polls, Joe 
Biden has had a decline in the polls, 
dropping to around 26% and losing 
his substantial lead over the rest of 
the candidates. Bernie Sanders has 
remained relatively constant, rounding 
out the top three with a polling of 
16.8%. Before analyzing our own 
MBA poll, I would like to provide a 
brief summary of Biden’s, Warren’s and 
Sanders’ political platforms. 

Biden is a more moderate candidate 
than Warren or Sanders, and he has 
extensive experience in the political 
arena, most notably serving as the Vice 

President under Obama. One of the 
main diff erences between Biden and 
the other more progressive candidates 
is Biden’s healthcare policies. While 
Sanders and Warren support a Medicare 
for All plan, which would put all 

Americans on a public healthcare plan, 
Biden advocates for simply building 
onto Obamacare. 

Many argue that Bernie Sanders 
and Elizabeth Warren are eff ectively 
interchangeable as candidates due 
to their extremely similar political 
policies. Th ough there are some 
diff erences in their policy and their 
style as progressives, many voters see 
these two candidates in a very similar 

light. Th erefore, if Elizabeth Warren 
continues to trend upwards in the 
primary polling, many of the current 
Sanders supporters might be likely to 
shift their support to Warren to prevent 
a more moderate candidate like Biden 

from winning the primary. 
Th ough the MBA poll had some 

clear fl aws, especially in the form of 
the write-in option and the strong 
showing of the Yang Gang, the poll 
does provide some clear results about 
the top three candidates. In the poll, 
Biden maintains a strong lead of around 
10% over Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth 
Warren. Interestingly, at least among 
the top three candidates, the poll largely 

refl ects national primary polling from 
around July, which is likely the last 
time these MBA students have had 
time to watch the news extensively or 
keep up with politics. Th e poll of MBA 
students does highlight the largely 
moderate or conservative views of many 
MBA students, as Biden does hold a 
strong lead over the more progressive 
candidates, and most of the write-ins 
advocated for Trump. Outside of the 
main contenders in the primary, Pete 
Buttigieg was one candidate who had 
strong support, polling at 8.3%, which 
is a few percent higher than his 5.5% 
national polling.

As the Democratic Primary 
progresses, look for Warren to make a 
strong push and perhaps overtake Biden 
in the polls. Similarly, watch out for 
another candidate like Pete Buttigieg to 
join the top tier of candidates, especially 
through strong performances in the 
upcoming Democratic debates. 

Th roughout the rest of this school 
year, we will look to see how the 
opinions of MBA students change. 
While MBA students far from represent 
the national trends, the student body 
is a good insight into how our local 
community perceives the tides of 
national politics.
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By Matthew Hawkins
Analytics Editor

In the NFL, games often come 
down to a handful of signifi cant plays 
and decisions, which shift the outcome 
one way or another. In these close 
games, coaches look for any way to 
maximize their team’s chances to win. 
However, coaches often decide against 
controversial and risky decisions in 
these late-game situations, instead going 
with a conservative and traditional play-
call. 

One of the more controversial 
decisions in NFL games is the decision 
to try a two-point conversion after 
scoring a touchdown. Th e vast majority 
of teams only go for two late in a 
game when they have to tie the game 
or to take a lead of three or seven 
points. While these are certainly good 
situations to try a two-point conversion, 
most coaches never even consider going 
for two in an early game situation. So, 
is there really a statistical backing to 
avoid going for two in normal or early 
game situations, or do coaches ignore 
statistics in the name of simplicity and 
tradition?

Since the NFL moved back the 
distance for extra point kicks in 2015, 
94.4% of kicks have been made. Th ese 
extra point attempts are often seen 
as automatic or guaranteed points, 

yet a miss rate of 5.6% is certainly 
a signifi cant factor to consider. 
Meanwhile, from 2000 until 2014, 
two-point conversions had a success 
rate of 48.2%. Th us, the expected value 
for each two-point conversion try is 
0.964 points, which is greater than 
the expected value of an extra point 
kick, which has an expected value of 
0.944 points. If these two expected 
values are eff ectively interchangeable, 
why is it that coaches decide to go for 
two so rarely? Many people might see 
these expected values and assume that 
going for two is always better. However, 
though going for two needs to receive 
much greater consideration, it is still 
not necessarily the better option in each 
case. Rather, each situation should be 
analyzed separately, especially in late 
game situations, to determine whether 
or not to go for two. 

So which situations call for going 
for two, and in which situations 
should a coach go with the more 
conservative decision to kick the extra 
point? According to FiveTh irtyEight, 
the decision to go for two becomes 
alarmingly clear when a team is down 
eight, four, or eleven points. In fact, 
a team’s win probability increases by 
0.90%, 1.92%, and 0.38% by merely 
making the decision to go for two 
instead of kicking the extra point. 

Many might argue that these 

increases in win probabilities indicate 
at best an associative relationship, 
but that’s not the case. In order to 
demonstrate the clear eff ects of going 
for two in these situations, I will analyze 
the case of being down 8 points late in 
the game after scoring a touchdown. 
Before I go on, I will make some broad 
assumptions in order to simplify the 
case. First, because the team will have 
to get a defensive stop and then score 
another touchdown to have a chance 
at winning the game, I will assume 
that the team will do exactly that. 
Second, I will simplify the probability 
of converting a two-point conversion 
to 50% and we will assume that the 
extra point attempts are converted. 
Lastly, I will make the assumption 
that regulation will end just after the 
second touchdown is scored in order 
to simplify the outcome of the game 
as a direct result of the team’s coaching 
decisions. 

So, in this case, if the team decides 
to kick the extra point after both the 
fi rst and second touchdowns, as most 
coaches would do, the game would 
go to overtime, providing a 50/50 
chance of winning or losing. However, 
if the coach decides to go for two on 
the fi rst touchdown, they have a 50% 
chance of being down by just six. Once 
down by six, the team can kick the 
extra point for the second touchdown, 

winning the game. Even if the two-
point conversion is not completed after 
the fi rst touchdown, they can go for 
two again after the second touchdown, 
giving them another 50% chance to tie 
the game. Th us, by going for two in the 
fi rst touchdown, the team would have a 
62.5% chance to win the game.

While this is clearly a gross 
oversimplifi cation of the complex 
nature of football, the underlying 
analysis holds true. In the 2015 and 
2016 seasons, a team was down 4, 8, or 
11 points following a touchdown in the 
4th quarter a total of sixty-two times. 
Yet, in spite of statistical conclusions, 
coaches never once made the call to go 
for two. 

Why do coaches time and time again 
fail to make the logical decision, instead 
playing conservatively and ignoring 
statistical analysis? Th e simple answer 
lies in the question of job security. In 
the NFL, controversial decisions that go 
wrong consistently earn the coach mass 
criticism. Since very few coaches have 
well-established coaching jobs do not 
fear losing, it is rare to see a coach risk 
their own popularity or support on a 
single decision to go for two. 

Unfortunately, until the culture of 
conservative play-calling changes in the 
NFL, we will continue to see points and 
games lost due to ignorance of statistics. 

 

Going for Two: When Should Teams Do It?

Biden the Democratic Frontrunner Among Students on Th e Hill
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By Zach Brown and McGavock 
Cooper

Copy Editor and News Editor

As the Class of 2020 finishes up 
the first quarter as seniors, college 
applications loom over every one of 
us. Members of the class have handled 
the stress of college applications in 
different ways. Rather than choosing 
to actually work on the application, 
certain members have chosen to spend 
their time in a more meaningful way: 
Minecraft. Yet Minecraft is not a safe 
haven for all; inevitably the server has 
become yet another medium to attack 
Tanuj Koli. Although some might say 
the server is a waste of time, it is more 
productive than throwing pencils into 

the ceiling of the senior lounge.  
But some students somehow found 

ways to entertain themselves outside 
of pointless computer games. The 
seniors made their last homecoming 
one to remember. Noah Mendoza set 
the tone for the weekend by absolutely 
embarrassing 4key on the football 
field. Following Noah’s example, 
Dan “Leprechaun down” McGuire 
and Dominic Allocco made sure to 
enjoy Homecoming regardless of the 
mountains of work we all have to 
do. Despite the rigors of academics 
at MBA, Nick Viars remains unfazed 
in his efforts to prepare himself for 
Alabama. His dedication to his craft is 
truly an admirable quality. 

Not all seniors are still chained 

to Scoir; we would like to extend a 
congratulations to John Sewell and 
Grayson Hill on their acceptances 
into Wake Forest. We’d also like to 
congratulate Woodson Weathersby on 
his commitment to Ole Miss. We’re 
sure that their effort in school will 
remain high and that they’ll discover 
true knowledge in their classes this year. 

We encourage everyone to relax, take 
a deep breath, and realize all colleges 
are basically the same. The question 
“Where should I go to college?” has 
many different correct answers, just like 
a Lech test. But there’s only one answer 
for which colleges you meet with on 
campus: all of them. Just remember 
that it’s never too early to start on a 
college application, but it’s always too 

late. Although college applications 
are the most important academic part 
of our world right now, the English 
department and Michael Jones seem to 
think otherwise. 

Finn Houghton discovered the vast 
possibilities of mass communication 
that come with our school email. 
Although the administration said his 
mass email was “not appropriate for 
school,” the senior class concluded that 
a lottery for Gold Passes to Breakaway 
might be the most appropriate use 
of email. We wish Finn good luck in 
this lottery and the class good luck in 
finishing their applications.

By Larson Looney
Contributor

The Sophomore class has had an 
easy progression into the second part 
of the quarter. The boys had a safe 
and fun Homecoming night that will 
not be forgotten. After a killer game 
against Ensworth, many Ensworth 
girls attended the dance with our 

guys. Many Saint Cecilia girls also 
attended. After the first theme of the 
year, the boys were relieved to have a 
30-second break before the next paper. 
The class meetings have grown to be 
quite unpopular. Perhaps the biggest 
clip of news falls under the category 
of entertainment, as the class ventured 
to Kings Island. The boys joined with 
some ladies from Harpeth Hall to enjoy 

a day of thrills and fun at the theme 
park. That same day, some of our top 
runners competed in a cross country 
meet out of town. This has caused some 
conflict between those who wanted 
to go on both the trip and the meet. 
On an unrelated note, some of the 
boys in the grade won prizes during 
our Homecoming week. Jacob Viner 
won the grade prize of sunglasses, and 

Braden Ziegler won a brand new PS4 
game. We would like to mention that 
he is looking to sell the game, as he 
does not own a PS4. Max Hastings, 
Jack Manning, and Bradford Cummins 
led the varsity golf team to a close 2nd 
place in the state match behind only 
Ensworth.

 

Sophomores Sort of Turn in Class News

Seniors Celebrate Ole Miss with Minecraft
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Juniors Have Epic Start to School Year
By Bo Wilbanks

Staff Writer

Well, we’re back. After failing to 
appear in the last issue, the Class of 
2021 is back and better than ever. 
We apologize for not providing you 
guys with the latest breaking news 
around the grade, but to be honest, 
this summer was pretty boring in terms 
of drama. The boys were locked in on 
summer reading, sports, and all sorts 
of activities which provided little news. 
And here at the class of ‘21, we are not 
going to provide you all with a terrible 
story, so we apologize.

The start of a new school year brings 
the start of new athletic years, the 
most prominent of which is football 
season. Football season is great for 
everyone because it is a schoolwide 
endeavor. Whether you’re on the field 
or in the stands, everyone participates. 
On the field, the junior class has really 
stepped up. Five-star Alabama commit 
Zak Herbstreit has put up staggering 
numbers so far. He has 9 catches for 
87 yards through 6 games, and hopes 
to contribute significantly as the season 
goes on. Another Junior, Cole Allen, 
has anchored the defensive secondary 

snagging just about anything that 
comes his way. After each interception 
he has been seen flashing his Joker 
gloves to the opposing QB he just ball 
hawked. Will Brown has also had a 
great year for the Big Red. Will was able 
to haul in a pass against BGA in the JV 
game, sending the sideline into a frenzy. 
While football season has brought us 
many bone-crushing collisons, the 
hardest hit of the year will for sure be 
from Zach Riciardelli. Despite having 
surgery on his collarbone, Ricciardelli 
has challenged Drew Wilson to a 
Battle Royale. There is sure to be 
much intrigue to this matchup, and it 
is sure to be one to remember. Drew 
is sure not to back down, however, 
as he will use his crew experience to 
his advantage. The crew team, led by 
Thomas McRae and Will Coulthard, 
trains men for moments like these. 
With a workout regimen like the one 
they have, one has to wonder how they 
could ever be defeated. In addition to 
crew and football, the class of 2021 
has done a tremendous job this year 
athletically, and we hope to continue 
this success throughout the year.  

Junior year has been quite a surprise 
to many of the MBA class of 2021. 

Grades are already in the tank less 
than a full quarter into the year, and 
the year supposedly only gets harder. 
We interviewed James Kinard about 
his thoughts on junior year so far and 
he answered with the following: “I 
just want to watch more WWE videos 
during study hall.” James seems to be 
acing all of his classes and having no 
troubles at all due to all of his free time. 
As homecoming week wraps up there 
is too much news to write about given 
the endeavors of all of the gentleman, 
scholars, and athletes throughout 
the class. For starters, Colyer Dale 
had quite the experience at his third 
Homecoming. Colyer and his date are 
no longer on speaking terms. Hard 
words to hear. Colyer, we are thinking 
about you during this time of sorrow. 
Moving over to the topic of sports, 
Jack Spivey has a large load of criticism 
to handle as the Tennessee Vols have 
not even remotely lived up to their 
preseason expectations. Spivey talked 
tons about Coach Pruitt and his ability 
to turn this team around, but recruits 
have not met results. I talked to Spivey 
this past week as he was representing 
the “power T” and asked him how 
he felt about the current season. He 

responded to me in a serious voice and 
said, “feels like ‘98.” I guess Spivey 
just encompasses the rest of the fan 
base, for whom every year feels like 
‘98. As a writer of the class news page 
it is my honor and a proud moment 
when members of our class help out 
other members of our greater, Nashville 
community. Fellow classmates Ramsay 
Cole, Cole Allen, and Mark Pyburn led 
a group of freshmen girls at St. Cecilia 
to win their yearly rivalry against 
the sophomore class in the annual 
powerpuff game. On a last second 
trick play drawn up by the coaches, 
the mighty, freshmen pulled one out in 
amazing fashion. Props to the coaches 
on their play selections that were pulled 
directly from Madden. Also, this article 
is sponsored by Jack Edwards’ truck. 

Well that should do it, folks. While 
the year is still young, it should be one 
for the ages and we cannot wait to see 
what we can do this year. Keep up the 
great work, men, and hang in there. 
Also, nothing has changed; Patrick Wilk 
is still the toughest guy in the grade. If 
you would like to see your name or a 
friends name mentioned in the article, 
please reach out to Bo Wilbanks or Clay 
Crawford.
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Cartoon Caption Contest

Cartoon: Mickey Kelly

1st: “Summer Reading Project: Artistry: 9/10, Connection to Endurance: 2/10” - Mr. Mike Davidson

2nd: “Seniors when a microbe speaks at assembly” - Tanuj Koli ‘20

3rd: “‘Miami, Still A Great Place To Visit!’ - Florida Gov. Rick Scott” - Mr. Chris Spiegl

Honorable Mention: “When the Spiegl Earth Science test is a day away” - Lenox Leverett ‘24

Winners:


