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Short Sea Passage between Great Britain and Ireland.

Admiralty, 22 July 1856.

The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have placed before the Lords of

the Admiralty two memorials on the subject of promoting a short sea passage

between Great Britain and Ireland.

1 . From the Belfast and County Down Railway Company and certain landed

proprietors and merchants desirous of promoting such a passage between the

two countries, vid Port Patrick and Donaghadee.

2 . From the inhabitants of Ballintrae, in favour of a passage to Belfast from

that vicinity.

The Lords of the Treasury fully recognising the importance of such a com-
munication, request the Lords of the Admiralty to report to that Board,
“ between what points on the coast on each side will be, upon the balance of all

considerations, best for such a passage,” and the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty having required us to submit a reply to the above questions, we have,

after duly considering the subject, come to the conclusion that Port Patrick and

Donaghadee are the most suitable harbours between which a short sea passage

can be best made, for the following reasons

:

First. As constituting the shortest line possible of communication between

Great Britain and Ireland, and as such, it was selected by the late Mr. John

Rennie as the most suitable for the Mail Packet Service, the distance between

the two ports being only 19 nautical miles
; whereas the nearest distance between

any other two harbours and ports, having the same object in view, is the line

between Larne and Carne Ryan, 32 nautical miles distant
;

whilst the line

proposed by the memorialists from Ballintrae is from that place to Belfast

quays, a distance of 44 miles.

Secondly. Because harbours have been already constructed at Port Patrick

and Donaghadee at a great cost to Government, and only require a comparatively

small outlay to render them available for the purpose required ;
whereas in all

other cases works of great cost would have to be constructed at one or both

termini, requiring much time for their execution.
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Thirdly. Because an Act has already been obtained to carry a branch line of
railway from the North-eastern Trunk Line of Ireland to Donaghadee, and
parties on the Scotch side of the Channel, it is stated, are desirous to carry a
railway from Dumfries to Port Patrick, if the Government will re-establish the

Packet Service at those harbours.

Considerable inconvenience did exist both at Port Patrick and Donaghadee
from the fact that these harbours were allowed to silt up, by the contractor not

removing the rubbish, &c., left behind there on completing the works in 1844.

Port Patrick Harbour has since been cleaned out, and the channel has been
deepened from three to nine feet at time of low water, and that harbour is

capable of still greater improvement at small cost ; while at Donaghadee dredging
seems to be the chief requirement, and it is assumed that for an expenditure of

15,000 l. at Port Patrick and 10,000 l. at Donaghadee, these harbours may be

put in an efficient state.

It is, however, to be observed, that these harbours, even in their worst

state, were found to be, in a great degree, efficient, and Captain Hawes, late

superintendent of the packet service, has reported that during the 5J years

he was in charge, there were only two days in which the packets did not carry

the mails to Ireland, and only one day on which he had to signal the packet

not to enter Port Patrick, while detentions of the mails on other occasions

occurred only five times during that period.

We have, therefore, to conclude our Report by stating that it does not appear

to us necessary to institute any local survey or investigation into the question,

but have to observe that if the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury decide on
adopting these harbours, as constituting the best termini to a short sea passage,

it will be desirable to lose no time in directing an inquiry into the best and most
economical means of carrying out the improvements suggested, to render them
still more efficient for the objects required.

(signed)

To the Secretary, Admiralty.

James Vetch.

John Washington
, Hydrographer.

Sir, Admiralty, 23 July 1856.

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge

the receipt of your letter of the 5th June last, with enclosures, wherein you state

that the Lords of the Treasury fully recognise the importance of a short sea

passage between the North of Ireland and Scotland, which might be used for the

conveyance of mails and passengers ; and in which you request the Admiralty to

report to the Treasury between what points on the coast, on each side of the

Channel, will be, upon the balance of all considerations, best for such a passage,

and that should the Lords of the Admiralty not be in a position, with the infor-

mation before them, to make such a report, the Lords of the Treasury request

they will institute such a survey and investigation as may be necessary.

In reply I am directed to state, for the information of the Lords of the

Treasury, that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, after duly considering

the subject, have come to the conclusion that Port Patrick and Donaghadee are

the most suitable harbours between which a short sea passage can be the best

established
;
that their Lordships do not consider any further local investigation

necessary, but are of opinion that if the Lords of the Treasury approve of the

re-establishment of the packet serviee at these ports, it will be desirable no time

be lost in directing and inquiring into the best and most economical means of

rendering the harbours as efficient and commodious as the circumstances of the

respective cases will admit.

I am, &c.

(signed) T. Phinn.

James Wilson, Esq., M.r., &c. See.,

Secretary, Treasury.
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Port Patrick,—Proposed Re-establishment of the Packet Service.

Sir, Harbour Department, 29 September 1856.

I have the honour to state, that in conformity with my approved submission

of the 19th August last, I proceeded on the 1 st of September instant to Port

Patrick, to inspect the harbour, and consider what works would be necessary for

the resumption of a Packet Service, as required in the Treasury letter of the

15th August.

I made repeated investigations, and discussed the various requirements with

Captain Hawes, the superintendent, and with the foreman of works, and I arrived

pretty nearly at those operations more especially called for. I must, however,

defer giving a particular estimate of cost until I can obtain a new and correct

plan of the harbour up to this date, with soundings over the bed of the

same.

Having concluded my investigations at Port Patrick, on the evening of the

8th of September I proceeded to Donaghadee, and had the benefit of Captain

Hawes’s co-operation, who was well acquainted with the harbour
;
and I may

here state that there being no direct means of transport, I was under the necessity

of proceeding from Port Patrick to Greenock, and thence, taking the mail

packet to Belfast, near v'hich last place we were detained four hours by a thick

fog, proceeding from Belfast by land to Donaghadee, occupying, including

necessary delay, 42 hours, comprising a distance of 197 miles of sea voyage, and

25 miles of land journey; whereas by the direct course the distance is only

1 9 miles of sea voyage, occupying less than two hours. I mention these facts

to show the great inconvenience which has arisen from the discontinuance of

the ferry in 1849, which had previously existed from time out of mind, and it

requires no calculation to show the great loss and injury which must have

accrued to commerce and intercourse between the adjacent harbours and

countries ; as, for instance, the export and import of cattle and farm produce

both ways, and the passage of labourers when in demand
;
and although the

Government might have lost by maintaining the Mail Packet Service, the country

would have benefited in a much greater ratio ;
but this defect, it is to be hoped,

may be supplied at no great lapse of time by means of railway companies.

1 found the works at Donaghadee in good condition, merely wanting a few

repairs, but since the Packet Service has been discontinued, a considerable

amount of silting has taken place, which will require to be removed, and some

rocks in the harbour to be blasted away.

I may take this occasion to remark that the choice of the above two harbours

for the termini of a short sea passage is much enhanced by a feature of the case

new to me, viz., that the Firth of Clyde, Lough Ryan, and Belfast Lough, are

frequently visited by thick fogs, and long detentions arise therefrom, as 1 had a

practical example of, the mail packet I left Greenock in being detained four

hours in Belfast Lough, within a very short distance of the town, and too late for

the mails on arrival
;
but such detentions do not take place at Port Patrick and

Donaghadee, as vessels in departing from them are in the open sea immediately

on clearing the pier heads, and as the navigation is only of an hour and a half

duration, the packets easily make their ports, which are well lighted,—a very

important circumstance.

As regards Port Patrick Harbour, I have directed the surveyor and draughts-

man of the Harbour Department to proceed there to make a new Survey and

Plan of it, and when furnished with that, and with new soundings in the harbour

and entrance, I shall be able to form an estimate of the cost of the works.

As regards Donaghadee Harbour, it is at present under the charge of the Board

of Works, Dublin, with which department I will place myself in communica-

tion, and obtain the necessary data for an estimate of cost, accommodation being

wanted, according to Captain Hawes’ view of the case, for steam packets 130

feet long, with 7 feet draught of water. It may, however, be necessary to limit

the length to 120 feet.

There are some matters at Port Patrick which I conceive ought to be attended

to without delay, as the means of saving time and cost, &c., hereafter.

1 . The fishing-up of a number of ashlar stones which were displaced from

the north pier head six or seven years ago, and which now lie near the harbour’s

mouth, and which, if reclaimed, would save the purchase of others.

1 62 .—Sess. 2. a 2 2 . The
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2. The fishing-up the debris of Smeaton’s Pier, inside the new harbour con-
structed in 1774, and overthrown in 1853. The greater portion of this old pier

was rather an injury than a benefit to the new harbour
; I therefore propose

that the wreck of the pier be cleared away, being dangerous to vessels taking
refuge

;
and to reconstruct 38 feet in length only, for the safety of boats and

small craft, in the only place where they can lie without inconvenience to the

Packet Service.

3. I propose to cut a communication or way along the edge of the craig rock

or islet about 15 feet wide, that succour may be given to vessels from that shore,

now entirely impossible from the rough and rugged nature of the craig.

These three requirements appear to be absolutely necessary under any cir-

cumstances, and may be executed for about 600 /., but as the works may be
slow, and can only be performed in good weather, I conceive that no time should
be lost in making a commencement on all these works, remarking that the reco-

very of the stones will eventually repay the cost.

I have, therefore, to submit that authority be at once given to proceed with
these works to the amount of 600 /., to be drawn by Captain Hawes from time to

time, and I anticipate that a considerable portion <?f work may be executed in

the months of October and November, the cost to be placed on the Estimates

for 1857-58.
I am, &c.

The Secretary, Admiralty. (signed) James Vetch.

Port Patrick and Donaghadee Harbours.

Sir, Admiralty, 30 June 1857.

I have the honour to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, that since my last Report to their Lordships, on the subject of

the above harbours, on the 29th September last, I have procured a new and
accurate plan of the harbour, and that a series of soundings over the same
has been taken by an Admiralty surveyor.

During the sitting of Parliament I have not had leisure either to design the

new works in their details, or to arrive at any but an approximate estimate

of cost
;
but deferring these to a time of greater leisure, 1 consider it may be

desirable to state now that the vessels appropriate for these harbours, and for the

passage, should be of the following dimensions: length, 130 feet; beam,

22 feet; draft, 7£ feet, which would enable the passage to be made in 1^ hours

under ordinary circumstances.

The approximate cost to place these harbours in a fit state for such vessels,

may be estimated as follows

:

£.

Port Patrick Harbour - 30,000

Donaghadee Harbour------ io,000

I take this opportunity of stating that the pressing works recommended in my
Report of the 29th September last, at a cost of 600/., and since sanctioned by

the Treasury, have now been completed.

I am, &c.

(signed) James Vetch.

The Secretary, Admiralty.
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