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A virtual visit to the Fuzileiros (marines) museum,there is a AR-10 back wall,click on the magnifier icon for a 

bit of info.  

 

http://www.marinha.pt/conteudos_externos/visitas_virtuais/museufuzileiros/azul/AZ1/index.html  

 

double click for fullscreen. 
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The museum architecture is great. 
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 Posted: 11/9/2012 2:27:50 AM EDT 
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I also like the FBP 9mm smg. I have one hanging on the wall. 
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 Posted: 11/9/2012 8:05:04 AM EDT 

The 37mm rocket launcher (LANÇA-FOGUETES),the one on the wall is probably the navy 

model,the Armada 69,it was somewhat fragile due to its many different sections and plastic 

parts,comparing to the preferable OGMA model.  

 

  

 

Born at the beginning of the war in Africa at the instigation of a foreign journalist, this curious 

weapon was later developed and even without great operational value was appreciated by 

Portuguese forces. Light and causing great psychological effect on the enemy was 

manufactured in OGMA until 1975.  

 

At the beginning of 1962 appears in Nóqui (northern Angola) an Italian journalist apparently 

the service of the French magazine "Paris-Match" called Cesare Dante Vacchi. Adventurous 

and talkative has reportedly accompanied the French troops in Algeria, and manages 

authorization to join the Portuguese troops in operations. Immediately begins to make 

suggestions about the tactical job in contra-guerrilha largely unknown national military.  

So in 280 Hunters battalion of the army, is a new experience: The "commands". Vacchi is part 
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of the first team of instructors who formed these army special troops. This "group of Nóqui" 

used, mounted on a Jeep, an airline SNEB rocket barrel 37 mm and the Italian then had the 

idea of using one of the tubes to make a anti-personnel weapon designed to replace the 

bazooka of American manufacture. This heavy weapon was in use in the army but was clearly 

unsuited for that kind of war.  

 

  

 

So Vacchi constructs the first "rocket launcher" very rudimentary, in which cells that 

originated the firing were glued with tape on the back of the gun.  

The Luanda army workshops begin to manufacture the "rocket launcher" in small numbers 

and casually some paratrooper officers see the gun. Find it interesting because it used the 

bazooka and grenade launchers Rocket 8, 89 cm with the same defects. Belonging to the air 

force, the paratroopers immediately propose to this branch that the fabrique in general 

workshops of Aeronautical Material and thus begin the works on which also the railway 

technicians.  

Thus was born the "Rocket Launches from 37 mm to ground troops", copy the created by 

Vacchi, but with some innovations to make it more functional and reliable. Later the already 

popular "rocket launcher" as he was known, went on to be manufactured for General 

Aviation Material Workshops at Alverca-Portugal, and provided to other branches of the 

armed forces. The construction will be finished in 1975, date at which managed to get the 

last written records about its distribution.  
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The Navy also arose during the war in Africa a version of this weapon, designated thermada 

69. According to Luis Sanches de Baêna in the book "Marines, facts and made in African war, 

1961-1974, the detachments of special Marinesused this weapon in spite of its shortcomings, 

stating that the version of OGMA is the most developed. According to the author the "rocket 

launcher 37 mm" Navy proved something flimsy due to numerous parts and plastic TRIMs 

that composed it.  

 

Even after the end of the war it is curious to note that until at least 1982, the Air Police, still 

used in exercises.  
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It was a widely used weapon in combat, was quite popular among the military, but was 

however, according several testimonies of those who used it in Africa, mainly psychological 

effect on the enemy. The firing was relatively quiet but the burst of explosive rocket head 

was scary, very noisy, which caused panic at the site of the explosion.  

There were also some recurring electrical problems and was not always easy to 

obtain ammunition (the rockets 37 mm) in sufficient quantity for operational needs. There 

are even reports of rocket propellant explosions inside the weapon at the time of 

the shooting.  

 

  

 

Key features:  

Weight: 3 kg.  

Length: 1, 80 m  

Caliber: 37 mm  

Maximum range: 2,300 m  

Useful range: 400 m  
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Practical: 100 m  

 

  

 

The aim was a simple tube with a 1 cm hole without any type of lens. The rockets of 37 mm 

were not of great quality and even said that the air force acquired in France by canals 

unclear-the result of the international embargo that targetwas Portugal-and already with 

the expiration date. So maybe there are a few reports, even if not very frequent, malfunction 

of the weapon.  
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It was a curious weapon but did not meet the troops in campaign and was much lower than 

the fearsome RPG 7 (and even RPG 2) that the guerrillas used. Indeed, so the Portuguese 

forces always seek to establish a better throw grenades, having long been used, for example 

by paratroopers in Guinea, the RPG captured 7-according to some sources that now begin to 

be known, parts of them and the grenades were purchased by Portugal in the international 

weapons market-and at the end of the war were also purchased the SARPAC 68 mm grenade 
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launcher of French manufacture.  
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very cool ~ why was the AR10 taken out of service and replaced with the G3? 
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Originally Posted By tiger222:  
very cool ~ why was the AR10 taken out of service and replaced with the G3? 

 

 

The AR10 was no longer in production, and they were running short of spare parts. 

The Paras were very fond of the AR10, and did everything they could to keep it in 

service as long as possible.  
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Originally Posted By 1gewehr:  

Originally Posted By tiger222:  

very cool ~ why was the AR10 taken out of service and replaced with the G3? 

 

 

The AR10 was no longer in production, and they were running short of spare 

parts. The Paras were very fond of the AR10, and did everything they could to 

keep it in service as long as possible.  

 

 

 

...the weapons were so well liked that when the portuguese began running out 

of spare parts the Air Force manufactured its own...  
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TUGUESE_PARATROOPERS_IN_AFRICA.html 
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Obrigado, great post!  

Stay with me! If you find yourself alone, riding in the green fields with the sun 

on your face, do not be troubled. For you are in Elysium, and you're already 
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