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Introduction

Our vision for America is a nation strong at home and
respected in the world: strong at home because our fam-
ilies are strong and the promise of America is secure;
respected in the world because our nation is strong and
the promise of our example is restored. We are honored
to offer America our vision and we are sure of the prom-
ise tomorrow holds for the country we love.

Today, our country faces challenges that are new
and profound. We are fighting a global war against a
diffuse and scattered enemy that has already attacked
us at home for the first time in generations. The great
American middle class, whose hard work and ingenu-
ity built the strong America of the 20th century, is
being squeezed by declining incomes and the stagger-
ing costs that families are facing in education, health
care, and energy. 

At its core, we believe the choice America faces in
November comes down to two vastly different visions
about how to meet those challenges.

★
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President George Bush and Vice President Dick
Cheney believe that more wealth for the most fortunate
will somehow lead to success for everyone else. We
believe that America always does best when all
Americans have the opportunity to do well. They believe
we can make America safe entirely on our own. We
believe that we must never hesitate to defend our people,
but that we can only truly be safe if we lead the world in
a way that rallies support and commands respect.

They believe America is on the right course.
We believe it is time for a new direction.
This book is our plan to build an America that is

stronger at home and respected in the world. We offer
this plan because we believe this election should be about
ideas to lift America up, not negative attacks that drag
America down.

Our plan is rooted in our values: freedom, family,
work; opportunity, equality, responsibility; love of coun-
try and faith.

It reflects certain unshakable principles: that all
Americans deserve an equal chance to rise as high and go
as far as their hard work and God-given talents can take
them; that America’s strength and security depend on
our ability to be true to America’s values—at home and
abroad; that war should be the last resort, not the first,
in the use of American power; and that government has
a limited but essential role in American life, beginning
with the safety of our people.

We believe in equal opportunity for all, but special
privileges for none.

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA
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We believe the best measure of our nation’s progress
is the condition of America’s great middle class. 

We believe America’s national security requires mili-
tary strength, strong alliances, and homeland defense.

In this book, we present our plan to address a wide
range of problems and opportunities the country will
face over the next four years. But we strongly believe that
four challenges are especially urgent: keeping America
safe and strong; reviving the American economy and
providing more opportunity for middle-class families;
fixing our health care system by holding down costs and
expanding access to coverage; and charting a path to
energy independence.

Our plan is specific, it is realistic, and it is responsible. 
It will reduce, not increase, the federal budget deficit. 
It will expand opportunity, not the size of the feder-

al government. 
And our plan will not raise taxes for the middle

class—it will cut taxes for 98 percent of individuals and
99 percent of companies.

We understand that people have grown skeptical of
vague election-year promises. That is why we are offer-
ing specific plans that you can read and weigh. And we
expect to be held accountable for them.

If our plan sounds too ambitious, we hope you will
remember this: under the last Democratic administra-
tion, America succeeded in addressing big challenges.
After thirty years of federal budget deficits, the budget
was balanced and then produced a surplus. After thirty
years of stagnant middle-class wages, real incomes rose

I n t r o d u c t i o n
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dramatically, leading to the biggest expansion of the mid-
dle class since the 1960s. After a quarter century of ris-
ing violent crime rates, crime was cut dramatically year
after year, making America’s big cities safer than they
had been in decades.

We have arrived here together from different places.
Our lives are different stories; our struggles have left dif-
ferent scars; our triumphs tell different tales. But the
things we believe are the values our parents taught us,
and the lessons America gave—that freedom is sacred,
and opportunity must be shared; that responsibility
brings strength, and trust requires truth; that faith is a
comfort, and service a blessing. And that in America,
when we are true to our values and united in our cause,
nothing in the world can stop us. There is nothing we
cannot do.

John Kerry and John Edwards

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA
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7

SECURITY

Chapter One

America was born in pursuit 

of an idea—that a free people 

with diverse beliefs could govern 

themselves in peace.

John Kerry
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A Strong, Respected America

Government has no greater purpose than the security
and welfare of its people. We stand ready to meet that
responsibility with a plan to protect our people and safe-
guard our values; to build a stronger, safer America, once
more respected throughout the world. We approach this
task with gravity, humility, and resolve. Gravity, because
the stakes are high. Humility, because the responsibility
is great. And resolve, because we must prevail.

We offer a vision grounded in the tough-minded tra-
dition of engagement and leadership that was forged by
Wilson and Roosevelt in two World Wars, then champi-
oned by Truman and Kennedy during the Cold War. Our
overriding goals are to protect our people and our way
of life; and to help build a safer, more peaceful, more
prosperous, more democratic world.

Alone among nations, America was born in pursuit
of an idea—that a free people with diverse beliefs could
govern themselves in peace. It is an idea that has changed
the course of history and transformed the world, bring-
ing hope and freedom to millions.

For more than a century, America has spared no
effort to defend, encourage, and promote that idea
around the world. Over and over, we have done it by
exercising American leadership to forge powerful
alliances—with longtime allies and reluctant friends,
with nations already living in the light of democracy and
with peoples struggling to join them.

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA
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The might of those alliances has been a driving force in
the survival and success of freedom—in two World Wars,
in the Cold War, in the Gulf War, and in Kosovo. America
led instead of going it alone. We extended a hand, not a fist.
We respected the world—and the world respected us. 

Today, there is a powerful yearning around the
world for an America that listens and leads again. An
America that is respected, not just feared. We believe that
respect is an indispensable mark of our nation’s charac-
ter—and an indispensable source of our nation’s
strength. And it is the indispensable bond of America’s
mighty alliances. 

Unfortunately, the Bush administration has walked
away from more than a hundred years of American lead-
ership in the world and embraced a new—and danger-
ously ineffective—American disregard for the world.

They rushed to force before exhausting diplomacy.
They bullied when they should have persuaded. They
acted alone when they should have assembled a team.
They hoped for the best when they should have prepared
for the worst. Time and again, this administration has
confused leadership with going it alone and engagement
with compromise of principle—they fail to understand
that real leadership means standing by your principles
and rallying others to join you.

We believe in an America that people all around the
world admire and look up to, because they know that we
cherish not just our freedom, but theirs. Not just our
democracy, but their hope for it. Not just our peace and
security, but the world’s. We believe in an America that

C h a p t e r O n e |   S e c u r i t y
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cherishes freedom, safeguards our people, forges
alliances, and commands respect. And that is the America
we are going to build.

Today, we face three great challenges above all oth-
ers: first, to win the global war against terror; second, to
stop the spread of nuclear, biological, and chemical
weapons; and third, to promote democracy, develop-
ment, and freedom around the world, starting by win-
ning the peace in Iraq.

To meet these challenges, we need a new national
security policy guided by four new imperatives: first,
America must launch and lead a new era of alliances for
the post-9/11 world. Second, we must modernize the
world’s most powerful military to meet the new threats.
Third, in addition to our military might, we must deploy
all that is in America’s arsenal—our diplomacy, our intel-
ligence system, our economic power, and the appeal of
our values and ideas. Fourth and finally, to secure our
full independence and freedom, we must free America
from its dangerous dependence on Mideast oil. 

DEFEATING TERRORISM

Today, America is waging a war against a global ter-
rorist movement committed to our destruction. The
war against terror is not just a manhunt—we cannot
rest until Osama bin Laden is captured or killed, but
that day will only mark a victory in the war on terror,
not its end. Terrorists like al Qaeda and its affiliates
are unlike any adversary our nation has known. We
face a global jihadist movement of many groups, from

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA
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different sources, with separate agendas, but all com-
mitted to assaulting the United States and free and
open societies around the globe. Despite his tough
talk, President Bush’s actions against terrorism have
fallen far short. He still has no comprehensive strategy
for victory. After allowing bin Laden to escape from
our grasp at Tora Bora, he diverted crucial resources
from the effort to destroy al Qaeda in Afghanistan to
fight the war in Iraq. And his doctrine of unilateral
preemption has driven away our allies and cost us the
support of other nations. 

We must put in place a strategy to win—an
approach that recognizes the complexity of the chal-
lenge and uses all the tools at our disposal. We need to
recognize that the path to victory in the war on terror
will be found in the company of others, not walking
alone. We will never, ever wait for a green light from
abroad when our safety is at stake—but we will not
alienate those whose support we should have, and must
enlist, for ultimate victory. 

Victory in the war on terror requires a combination
of American determination and international coopera-
tion, and:

★ The ability and willingness to direct immediate, effective

military action to capture or destroy terrorist groups and

their leaders,

★ A massive strengthening in intelligence gathering,

analysis, and coordination coupled with vigorous 

law enforcement,

C h a p t e r O n e |   S e c u r i t y
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★ A relentless effort to shut down the flow of terrorist

funds,

★ A global effort to prevent weak and failed states that can

become sanctuaries for terrorists,

★ A sustained effort to deny terrorists any more recruits 

by working for peace, promoting democracy, economic

growth and development, and improved education, 

and by conducting effective public diplomacy.

Defending our people.

We will always be prepared to use military force to
defeat terrorists before they strike at us. We will ensure
that the world’s best fighting forces are trained and
equipped to seek out and destroy terrorists and their net-
works, and effectively conduct the operations necessary
to deny them sanctuary.

Improving intelligence and law enforcement capabilities.

The global nature of the terrorist threat demands that we
have international cooperation in order to succeed. As
powerful as we are, we cannot be everywhere and learn
everything without assistance from our friends and allies.
Al Qaeda alone is known to operate in more than 60
countries. We need the cooperation of intelligence and
law enforcement agencies around the world to cast a
global net for terrorists, infiltrate their cells, learn their
plans, cut off their funds, and stop them before they can
attack. We will strengthen the effectiveness of intelligence
and law enforcement efforts around the world by forging

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA
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stronger international coalitions and enhancing coopera-
tive relationships. 

We will also enhance the capabilities of our own
intelligence services. From the failure to uncover the
September 11th plot to the deeply flawed reports about
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction, we have experienced
significant intelligence failures in recent years. It is time
for serious reform. This will require the kind of leader-
ship that the president has not provided. We will
strengthen our intelligence capabilities so that we can
more effectively prevent another terrorist attack by: 

★ Restoring the credibility of our intelligence community

by ensuring the basic integrity of the intelligence process.

We will make certain that our intelligence agencies are

protected from political pressures and operate in a 

culture of diversity of thought, dissent, and forceful 

challenging of assumptions,

★ Strengthening accountability and leadership by creating 

a true Director of National Intelligence, a cabinet-level

position with the authority to manage and direct all of

the components of the intelligence community, including

personnel and budgets,

★ Maximizing coordination and integration by structuring

the intelligence community around key threats like 

terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, and hostile 

countries, so that all available resources are brought to

bear on addressing the most pressing threats,

C h a p t e r O n e |   S e c u r i t y
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★ Transforming our intelligence services to ensure that

they have sufficient personnel with the skills, languages,

training, and orientation needed to meet today’s threats.

We will make sure that the FBI is fully prepared to per-

form necessary counter-terrorism intelligence operations

and strengthen our capabilities overseas, particularly

our clandestine services, so that we have our own

robust human intelligence network. 

Cutting off terrorist funds.

Terrorists need money to operate—without it, they can-
not procure weapons, pay for travel, and move freely.
Our plan includes decisive steps to cut off the flow of ter-
rorist funds. We will:
★ Impose tough financial sanctions against nations or

banks that engage in money laundering or fail to act

against it,

★ Strengthen our money laundering laws to prevent 

terrorists from using unregulated institutions to 

finance terror,

★ Launch a “name and shame” campaign against those

that are financing terror, and shut out of the U.S. 

financial system those nations that fail to respond, 

★ End the Bush administration’s kid-glove approach to

the supply and laundering of terrorist money in Saudi

Arabia and demand that Riyadh shut down Saudi-

based “charities” that help finance al Qaeda and 

other terrorist networks.

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA
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Preventing Afghanistan and other nations 

from becoming terrorist havens.

The Bush administration has badly mishandled the after-
math of the war in Afghanistan. Our drive to topple the
Taliban regime convincingly demonstrated the courage
and skill of our troops, the value of powerful new tech-
nologies, and the particular importance of Special Forces
units in defeating unconventional enemies in the most dif-
ficult terrain imaginable.

Unfortunately, we have not followed that military
victory with a plan or the commitment to win the peace.
Two years ago, President Bush promised a Marshall Plan
to rebuild that country. Instead, he has all but turned
away from Afghanistan, allowing it to become a forgot-
ten front in the war on terror and once again a potential
breeding ground for terrorists. We will move immediate-
ly to reverse the Bush administration’s dangerous neglect
of Afghanistan. And we will take swift measures to help
the Karzai government secure the country. We will:

★ Work to further expand NATO forces outside Kabul

and make good on its pledge to send additional troops

to provide security for national elections,

★ Identify and destroy any al Qaeda training sites,

★ Accelerate training for the Afghan army and police,

★ Accelerate and expand the program to disarm warlord

militias and reintegrate them into mainstream society,

★ Address the burgeoning opium trade by doubling our

counter-narcotics assistance to the Karzai government.

C h a p t e r O n e |   S e c u r i t y
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Beyond Afghanistan, terrorist attacks from Saudi Arabia
and Indonesia to Kenya, Morocco, and Turkey point to a
widespread and widening network of terrorists targeting
this country and our friends. Failed and failing states, such
as Somalia, or countries with large areas of limited gov-
ernment control, such as the Philippines and Indonesia,
need international help to close down terrorist havens.

Improving public diplomacy.

America needs a major initiative in public diplomacy to
support the many voices of freedom in the Arab and
Muslim world. To improve education for the next gen-
eration of Muslim youth, we need a cooperative inter-
national effort to compete with radical madrassas.
Democracy will not take root overnight, but America
should speed that day with a strategy that aims at
breaking down the economic and cultural isolation of
much of this region, and supports local efforts to pro-
mote democracy, trade, tolerance, and respect for
human rights. We will:

★ Undertake a major initiative in public diplomacy to

advance our interests and support voices of freedom 

in the Arab and Muslim world,

★ Lead an international effort to build schools and 

social services institutions that can marginalize 

radical organizations,

★ Support human rights groups, independent media, and

labor unions working to build democracy and civil 

society throughout the Arab and Muslim world,

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA
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★ Reward governments that work toward the spread of

freedom and democracy in the region, not those that

work against it.

STRENGTHENING OUR MILITARY

We need a new military to meet the new threats of the
21st century. Today’s American military is the best in the
world, but tomorrow’s military must be better still—
stronger, faster, better armed, and never again stretched
so thin. 

We will send a clear message to every man and
woman in our armed forces: We guarantee that you will
always be the best-led, best-equipped, and most respect-
ed fighting force in the world. You will be armed with
the right weapons, trained in the right skills, and fully
prepared to win on the battlefield. You will never again
be sent into harm’s way without enough troops for the
task, nor asked to fight a war without a plan to win the
peace. And you will never be given assignments which
have not been clearly defined and for which you are not
professionally trained. 

The Bush administration was right to call for the
“transformation” of the military—unfortunately, their
version of transformation neglected to consider that
the dangers we face have also transformed. They were
concerned with fighting classic conventional wars,
instead of the asymmetrical threats we now face in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and in the war against al Qaeda. To
rise to the challenges we face, we must strengthen our
military, including our Special Forces; improve our

C h a p t e r O n e |   S e c u r i t y
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technology; renew our commitment to the brave men
and women who serve our country, and their families;
and respect the advice, wisdom, and experience of our
professional military.

Expanding active duty personnel.

As a first step, we will expand America’s active duty
forces. The war in Iraq has taken a real toll on our armed
services. The vast majority of the Army’s active duty com-
bat divisions are committed to Iraq, either currently
there, preparing to go, or recently returned. 

To pick up the slack, we’ve called up our Guard and
Reserves at historic levels. Some have been on the
ground in Iraq for as many as 15 months—much longer
than was expected or promised. And many of these units
are being pushed to the limit, stretched far too thin. The
administration’s answer has just been to stretch further.
They have extended tours of duty, delayed retirements,
and prevented enlisted personnel from leaving the serv-
ice—effectively using a stop-loss policy and the
Individual Ready Reserve call-up as a back-door draft. 

We need to expand the number of active duty sol-
diers, not to increase the number of soldiers in Iraq, but
to sustain our overseas deployments and prevent and
prepare for other possible conflicts. This will help
relieve the strain on our troops and bring more of our
soldiers, guardsmen, and reservists already serving
abroad back home to their families. We also need to
increase our capabilities in several areas, including:
Special Forces, the troops who land behind enemy lines,

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA
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conduct counter-terrorism operations, perform recon-
naissance missions, and gather intelligence; civil affairs
troops, those who work with local leaders and officials
to get schools back in shape, hospitals reopened, and
banks up and running; and military police, experts in
securing public order. We will:

★ Expand America’s active duty forces by 40,000,

★ Double the Army’s Special Forces capability within 

four years, while adding a special operations helicopter

squadron to the Air Force,

★ Increase by 50 percent the number of civil affairs troops

trained in the special responsibilities of post-conflict

reconstruction,

★ Increase our military police, because public order is 

critical to establishing the conditions that allow peace 

to take hold,

★ Add 500 “psychological operations” personnel and 

augment their language training.

Modernizing our military.

We cannot have a 21st century military unless we are
using 21st century technology and preparing our forces
for 21st century threats. That means educating, training,
and arming every soldier with state-of-the-art equipment,
whether it is body armor or weapons. And it means
employing the most sophisticated communications to
help our troops prevail and protect themselves in battle.
Right now, the technology exists to let a soldier see what

C h a p t e r O n e |   S e c u r i t y
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is over the next hill or around the next bend in the road.
Every soldier in every unit should have access to that
technology because it can mean the difference between
life and death. And we will see to it that they do. 

The Bush administration talks about military trans-
formation, and takes credit for modernization efforts
that were actually undertaken by the Clinton administra-
tion. Our troops need more than talk. We need a practi-
cal and specific plan for making our forces stronger by
making them smarter. We offer a military modernization
plan that will: 

★ Create more fully modernized “digital divisions,”

equipped with the latest communications technology cru-

cial to future military success,

★ Create new “anti-proliferation” units trained and

equipped to find and destroy nuclear, chemical and bio-

logical weapons, and to secure the facilities that produce

them,

★ Provide full support for 21st century education and 

training for our troops, including training in how to deal

effectively with culturally diverse civilian populations.

We will also focus defense dollars on investing in the
right technologies, including:

★ Advanced communications and information technolo-

gies, to give our troops a crucial advantage in situational

awareness and coordinating operations,

★ Sensing and control technologies, including robotic 

systems that minimize the risk of casualties,

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA
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★ Precision weapons, including “directed energy” weapons

that can incapacitate the enemy, without risking the 

lives of innocent bystanders, for use in areas with large

civilian populations.

Standing up for military families.

We have an ironclad commitment to the men and women
of our armed forces and their families. We will enact a
Military Family Bill of Rights to ensure that our men and
women in uniform and their families receive the benefits
and respect they deserve. That includes:

★ A commitment to full, mandatory funding of veterans’

health care,

★ A commitment to competitive pay for service members,

including special compensations for those in combat

zones, such as family separation allowances and haz-

ardous duty pay,

★ Up-to-date and accurate notice to military families 

about deployments and rotations that send troops 

away from home or back home,

★ Financial help for families affected by extended 

deployments,

★ A guarantee of adequate housing for military families,

beginning with the accelerated construction by private

developers of new housing on or near military bases,

★ Full access for all military personnel, whether active

duty, National Guard, or Reserves, to TRICARE, 

the Defense Department’s health care system,

C h a p t e r O n e |   S e c u r i t y

21

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 21



★ Full funding for Department of Defense schools serving

military families, which the Bush administration has

sought to cut,

★ A new $250,000 gratuity for families of service 

members killed in a combat zone,

★ Doubling the period during which families of service

members killed in action can continue to live in military

housing.

Keeping our Promise to American Veterans.

America entered into a covenant with those it drafted and
those who enlisted, but the truth is, with every story of a
veteran who goes without quality health care, housing,
and a quality education, that covenant is broken. There
are countless veterans who fought our wars who are now
fighting year after year for the benefits they earned. Time
and again the Bush administration has broken our
nation’s promise to our veterans. 

★ The Bush administration refuses to fully fund veterans’

health care,

★ While boasting of cutting waitlists for VA health care,

the Bush administration has done so by excluding nearly

500,000 veterans from enrolling, 

★ The Bush administration has strongly opposed granting

our nation’s veterans full disability and retirement pay.

We will end the game of playing politics with funding
for veterans health care by making it mandatory. And
we will end the “disabled veterans tax,” under which

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA
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military retirees who receive both veteran’s pensions
and disability compensation must surrender a dollar
from their military retirement pay for every dollar they
get for military compensation.

America deserves a commander-in-chief who will
fight for a constant standard of decency and respect for
those who serve their country in our armed forces—on
active duty and as veterans. It should be no other way
and in our administration, it will be no other way. 

Making better use of the National Guard.

Finally, we need to make better use of what should be a
key asset in homeland defense—our National Guard. The
National Guard has served in every war, and they are
serving now. They were the first ones called on to line city
streets, guard bridges, and patrol our airports after
September 11th. We will make homeland security one of
their primary missions, and assign Guard units to a
standing national task force on homeland security com-
manded by a National Guard general.

KEEPING WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 

OUT OF THE HANDS OF TERRORISTS

There is no greater threat to American security than the
possibility that a terrorist could acquire a chemical, bio-
logical, or nuclear weapon. Preventing terrorists from
gaining access to weapons of mass destruction must be
our number one security goal.

Defeating this massive threat requires American lead-
ership of the highest order—leadership that brings our

C h a p t e r O n e |   S e c u r i t y
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allies to greater collaboration, our friends to greater vigi-
lance, our partners to greater participation. Unfortunately,
the administration’s policies have moved America in the
opposite direction. They have weakened international
agreements and initiatives instead of strengthening them.
They have not done nearly enough to secure existing
stockpiles and bomb-making materials. They have failed
to take effective steps to stop the North Korean and Iranian
nuclear programs. Our security requires an immediate
change of course.

Defend America against attack at all costs.

First, the world should be on notice that we will take
every possible measure to defend ourselves against the
possibility of attack by unconventional arms. If such an
attack appears imminent, we will do everything neces-
sary to stop it. If such a strike does occur, we will
respond with overwhelming and devastating force. We
will do whatever is necessary to defend our country, and
we will never cede our security to anyone. But we must
not wait to act until we have no other choice but war.
In this new world, we must deploy all the power in
America’s arsenal. We must build and lead an interna-
tional consensus for early preventive action to lock up
and secure existing weapons of mass destruction, and
the material to manufacture more.

Secure and reduce existing nuclear weapons and material.

The first step is to safeguard all bomb-making material
worldwide. We need to find it, catalog it, and lock it
away. Our approach should be simple: treat the nuclear
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materials that make bombs like they are bombs. There is
enough nuclear material to make literally thousands of
nuclear weapons stored in inadequately protected sites all
around the world. At the current pace, it will take 13
years to secure all the potential bomb material in the for-
mer Soviet Union alone. And the administration recently
announced plans to remove bomb material from certain
vulnerable sites outside the former Soviet Union over the
next ten years. We cannot wait that long.

We cannot secure or destroy this material alone.
International cooperation, especially with Russia and
other states of the former Soviet Union, is absolutely
necessary. This will be the highest possible priority in
our administration, because there is no greater threat.
We will:

★ Make security of vulnerable nuclear material in the for-

mer Soviet Union a central issue in U.S.-Russian rela-

tions so that we can break through bureaucratic logjams

and secure these dangerous materials within four years,

★ Complete a Global Cleanout by securing highly enriched

uranium at research reactors in dozens of countries 

outside the former Soviet Union within four years, 

★ Establish global standards for safeguarding nuclear 

materials and provide assistance, through expansion 

of the Cooperative Threat Reduction program, where

necessary to help countries meet these standards,

★ Accelerate the timetable for joint U.S. and Russian

reductions in nuclear arsenals,
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★ Work with Russia to convert highly enriched uranium

into energy reactor fuel, and to dispose of plutonium, 

★ Lead by example, and end U.S. development of a new

generation of nuclear weapons,

★ Work to reduce tension between India and Pakistan 

and guard against the possibility of their nuclear

weapons falling into the wrong hands.

End production of new fissile material for nuclear weapons.

Given the challenge of securing the thousands of nuclear
weapons that already exist, the world does not need more
nuclear weapons. There is strong international support
for a ban on all production of highly enriched uranium
and plutonium for use in nuclear weapons. We will
immediately ask the members of the United Nations
Security Council to formally pledge never again to pro-
duce such material for weapons. We will then lead a
broad international coalition to verifiably ban production
of these materials for use in nuclear weapons. 

Lead international efforts to shut down nuclear programs in

North Korea, Iran, and elsewhere.

We must show determined leadership to end the nuclear
weapons program in North Korea and prevent the
development of nuclear weapons in places such as Iran.
North Korea has sold ballistic missiles and technology
in the past. The North Koreans have made it clear to the
world—and to the terrorists—that they are open for
business and will sell to the highest bidder. But while
this administration has been fixated on Iraq, the nuclear
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dangers from North Korea have multiplied. North
Korea has reportedly made enough new material to
make six to nine nuclear bombs. At the same time, just
as we are scouring Iraq for signs of weapons of mass
destruction, they appear to be working to build them
next door in Iran. We will:

★ Work toward negotiating a comprehensive agreement

with North Korea that will completely, irreversibly, and

verifiably end North Korea’s nuclear weapons program,

★ Continue the current six-nation negotiations with North

Korea, but be prepared to engage in direct U.S. bilateral

negotiations with Pyongyang as part of those talks,

★ Join our European allies to offer Iran a simple deal—to

supply Tehran with the nuclear fuel it needs for peaceful

energy purposes and recapture any spent fuel so it 

cannot be redirected into a weapons program,

★ Strengthen the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty by 

offering every country a deal like the one we propose for

Iran: nuclear fuel in exchange for an agreement to shut

down enrichment and reprocessing facilities.

Enhance international efforts to stop trafficking 

in nuclear materials.

We must also strengthen our ability to prevent trafficking
in bomb-making materials and components. We will: 

★ Work with the international community to toughen

export controls, stiffen penalties, and strengthen law
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enforcement and intelligence sharing so that disasters

like the AQ Khan network do not ever happen again, 

★ Work through the United Nations and international

treaties to outlaw trade in the technologies and weapons

of mass destruction,

★ Increase participation in the Proliferation Security

Initiative, which provides for inspection of shipments

that might hide dangerous materials.

Make prevention of nuclear terrorism a top national 

security priority.

We will:

★ Appoint a Presidential Coordinator who will focus

exclusively on directing a top line effort to secure all

nuclear weapons and materials around the world and

ensure that efforts to prevent nuclear terrorism are 

prioritized and integrated into a comprehensive plan,

★ Instruct the Secretaries of Defense, Energy, and State 

to make counter-proliferation efforts a major emphasis

in every element of national security policy.

PROMOTING DEMOCRACY, DEVELOPMENT,

PEACE, AND SECURITY

Promoting democracy, human rights, and the rule of law is
vital to our long-term security—Americans are safer in a
world of democracies. We will restore America’s ability and
commitment to act as a credible force for democracy and
human rights, starting in Iraq. Torture is unacceptable—we
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both share the American people’s revulsion at the incidents
at Abu Ghraib and other detention facilities. These acts
endanger the lives of our soldiers, make their mission hard-
er to accomplish, and contradict everything that the brave
men and women of our armed forces are fighting to
defend. We are determined to provide the leadership need-
ed to make sure that such behavior never occurs again.
Upholding international standards for the treatment of
prisoners advances America’s national security, the security
of our troops, and the values of our people.

Winning the peace in Iraq.

More than a year ago, President Bush stood on an air-
craft carrier under a banner that proclaimed “mission
accomplished.” But today we know that the mission is
not accomplished, hostilities have not ended, and our
men and women in uniform stand almost alone.

We both voted to give the president the authority to
use force as a last resort to disarm Saddam. We know
that people disagree about whether America should have
gone to war in Iraq. But this much is certain—the admin-
istration badly exaggerated its case, badly mishandled
the responsibility to secure international support, and
badly mismanaged the planning for peace. They clearly
misrepresented the connection between Saddam’s gov-
ernment and al Qaeda—and stubbornly cling to their
story despite all evidence to the contrary. They did not
build a true international coalition. They disdained the
United Nations weapons inspection process and rushed
to war without exhausting diplomatic alternatives. They
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did not send sufficient forces into Iraq to accomplish the
mission—ignoring the advice of military leaders. And
they simply had no plan to win the peace. 

We must change course. The administration has
begun to, in fits and starts, by taking up suggestions that
many Democrats, including both of us, first made more
than a year ago. But they continue to drag their heels,
and that is unacceptable.

Our troops in Iraq have not had the clarity of mis-
sion, the equipment, and the international support they
need and deserve. Our helicopter pilots have flown bat-
tlefield missions without the best available anti-missile
systems. Too many of our nation’s finest troops have
died in attacks because thousands were deployed to Iraq
without the best bulletproof vests, and there is a short-
age of armored vehicles on the ground. Thousands of
National Guardsmen and reservists have been forced to
leave their families and jobs for more than a year—with
no end in sight—because this administration ignored the
pressing need for a true coalition. When we are in the
White House, that will all change.

Having gone to war, we cannot afford to fail at
peace. We must take immediate measures to prevent Iraq
from becoming a failed state that inevitably would
become a haven for terrorists and a destabilizing force in
the Middle East. 

We must now forge a new policy based on what we
know and on what will be most effective. We still have
an opportunity to prevent Iraq from becoming a failed
state and a haven for global terrorists and Islamic
extremists. We can still succeed in promoting stability,
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democracy, protection of minority and women’s rights,
and peace in the region if we construct and follow a real-
istic path.

To accomplish this, America must do the hard work
to get the world’s major political powers to join in this
mission. We must build a real coalition of countries to
work together to achieve our mission in Iraq; the inter-
national community shares the stakes—they should
share the political and military burdens. To do that, of
course, we must share responsibility with those nations
that answer our call, and treat them with respect. We
must lead—and we must listen. We should:

★ Make the creation of a stable and secure environment

our immediate priority in Iraq in order to lay the foun-

dation for a sustainable democracy,

★ Fully internationalize the non-Iraqi security and recon-

struction personnel in Iraq, to share the costs and 

burdens, end the continuing perception of a U.S. 

occupation, and help coordinate reconstruction efforts,

draft the constitution, and organize elections,

★ Persuade NATO to deploy a significant portion of the

force that will be needed to secure and win the peace 

in Iraq,

★ Plan for Iraq’s future by working with our allies to for-

give Iraq’s multi-billion dollar debt and by supporting

the development of a new Iraqi constitution and the

political arrangements needed to protect minority rights.

We will also convene a regional conference with Iraq’s
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neighbors to secure a pledge to respect Iraq’s borders

and not to interfere in its internal affairs,

★ Launch a massive and accelerated training effort to build

Iraqi security forces that can provide real security for the

Iraqi people, including a major role for NATO.

Middle East peace.

We are fundamentally committed to the security of our
ally Israel and the creation of a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace between Israel and its neighbors. Our spe-
cial relationship with Israel is based on the unshakable
foundation of shared values and mutual commitment to
democracy, and we will ensure that under all circum-
stances Israel retains the qualitative edge for its national
security and its right to self-defense. We believe that
Jerusalem is the capital of Israel and should remain an
undivided city accessible to people of all faiths. We will:

★ Bring genuine resolve and direct personal involvement to

ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,

★ Work to transform the Palestinian Authority to promote

new and responsible leadership, committed to fighting

terror and promoting democracy,

★ Support the creation of a democratic Palestinian state

dedicated to living in peace and security side by side

with the Jewish State of Israel. We believe that the cre-

ation of a Palestinian state should resolve the issue of

Palestinian refugees by allowing them to settle there,

rather than in Israel,
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★ Understand that it is unrealistic to expect that the out-

come of final status negotiations will be a full and com-

plete return to the armistice lines of 1949—and we

understand that all final status negotiations must be

mutually agreed on,

★ Work to end direct and indirect financing of Palestinian

terrorist organizations and anti-Israeli propaganda in 

the news media and schools.

Africa.

U.S. engagement in Africa should reflect its vital signifi-
cance to U.S. interests as well as the moral imperative to
help a continent struggling with the scourge of disease
and persistent poverty. The HIV/AIDS pandemic in
southern and eastern Africa is a massive human tragedy.
It is also a security risk of the highest order that threatens
to plunge nations into chaos. Chronic and debilitating
hunger also threatens the very survival of communities
where investment in agriculture has suffered for over a
decade. We are committed to bringing the full weight of
American leadership to bear against these challenges. 

We must also work with the United Nations and
Africa’s regional organizations to address Africa’s persistent,
disproportionate share of the world’s weak, failing states
and chronic armed conflicts, and promote sustainable
economic development. We support extension of the
African Growth and Opportunity Act, which provides a
door to a brighter future for many of the continent’s
poorest countries. We will also support effective relief
efforts when there is a humanitarian crisis—particularly
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at this moment in Darfur, Sudan, where genocide is
underway. And we will continue to promote policies to
support democracy, economic reform, and respect for
human rights. 

Asia.

We believe that we must engage with China effectively 
to secure Chinese adherence to international trade, non-
proliferation, and human rights standards. We are com-
mitted to a “One China” policy and will continue to sup-
port a peaceful resolution of cross-Straits issues. We sup-
port Taiwan’s vibrant democracy and robust economy
and will maintain America’s commitment to provide
Taiwan with defensive weapons. We must strengthen the
already strong relationship with Japan. We will actively
seek to enhance relations with our historic ally South
Korea in order to advance our collaborative efforts on
economic and security issues. We will continue to work
together with these countries to bring about the com-
plete, irreversible and verifiable end to North Korea’s
nuclear weapons program. We must also work with our
friends, India and Pakistan, in their efforts to resolve
longstanding differences.

Europe.

We are committed to restoring our alliances with
European countries and revitalizing the Atlantic partner-
ship that has been badly damaged by the Bush adminis-
tration. Throughout the 20th century, America’s most
trusted and reliable allies were the democracies of
Europe; together, the two sides of the Atlantic ensured
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that democracy and free markets prevailed against all
challenges. The Bush administration has allowed the
Atlantic partnership to erode, leaving the United States
dangerously isolated from its indispensable allies. We
look forward to working together with a prosperous and
unified Europe in meeting today’s security challenges and
expanding the global economy. We also understand that
alliances involve mutual obligations; we will expect our
European allies to share the responsibility of meeting our
mutual security needs. And we will ensure that NATO
remains strong, continuing to consolidate peace in
Europe even as the alliance takes on new tasks in
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

We are committed to the resumption of genuinely
active, high-level participation in the Northern Ireland
peace process. By pro-actively supporting the leaders
in Northern Ireland and the Irish and British
Governments, we will work to help achieve the full
implementation of the Good Friday Agreement, includ-
ing the restoration of the Assembly, the assurance of the
permanence of the democratic institutions, the demilita-
rization of Northern Ireland, an end to all paramili-
tarism, progress on equality and human rights, and a
police service that fairly represents and is widely sup-
ported by the people of Northern Ireland. We support
giving undocumented workers who have lived and
worked here for five years, who pay taxes, and who are
successfully screened for security purposes, a path to cit-
izenship. We are also aware of the deportee cases and
will take a fresh look at them.
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Latin America and the Caribbean.

We believe that it is time to create a new Community of
the Americas that reflects our close relationship with our
regional neighbors. We will return U.S.-Latin American
relations to a place marked by dialogue, consensus, and
concerted action to address common concerns. We
understand that our collective security and prosperity are
furthered by mutual efforts to promote democracy, gen-
erate wealth, reduce income disparities, and provide
sound environmental stewardship. We are committed to
strong and steady support for democratic processes and
institutions in our hemisphere, and believe that we
should exercise our considerable diplomatic and moral
force in support of democratically elected leaders. We
will make relations with Mexico a priority in order to
best address economic, environmental, and social issues
of concern. 

We will increase efforts to combat drug-trafficking
throughout the Caribbean and assist in combating cor-
ruption so that funds made available for development
are used appropriately. We will support economic devel-
opment to increase employment and economic opportu-
nity, reducing incentives for emigration by dangerous
and life-threatening means. 

We support effective and peaceful strategies to end
the Castro regime as soon as possible and enable the
Cuban people to take their rightful place in the demo-
cratic Community of the Americas. We will work with
the international community to increase political and
diplomatic pressure on the Castro regime to release all
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political prisoners, support civil society, promote the
important work of Cuban dissidents, and begin a process
of genuine political reform. We support a policy of prin-
cipled travel to Cuba that promotes family unity and
people-to-people contacts through educational and cul-
tural exchanges. 

Global health.

We believe that addressing global health challenges is a
humanitarian obligation and a national security impera-
tive. Epidemics can decimate societies and contribute to
failed states, which can become bases for terrorists and
other criminal elements. We will restore American leader-
ship to the international community’s effort to combat the
HIV/AIDS pandemic. We will double U.S. funding to fight
AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria to $30 billion by 2008.
And we will ensure that U.S. contributions to the Global
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria are sub-
stantially increased above the Bush administration’s current
funding levels. We are committed to maximizing the effec-
tiveness of our funds by providing those who need treat-
ment with safe, effective, and affordable generic drugs. 

A strong global public health system is essential to
effectively combating bio-terror threats. Our global
health policy will bring the best of our scientific knowl-
edge, financial resources, management skills, and com-
passion to the challenge of improving health conditions
around the world. And we will restore America’s leader-
ship in global health by rejecting policies driven by ide-
ology instead of science.
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Together, we can make our country a safer America, a
stronger America, a respected America. We can do it in a
way that safeguards all the greatness of America, by pro-
tecting our people, securing our homeland, and reinforc-
ing our values—faith and family, duty and service, individ-
ual freedom and a common purpose to build one nation
under God. We can do it in a way that keeps faith with the
best measures of American leadership around the world—
the builder of alliances, the defender of freedom, the
champion of human rights. We can do it, and we will.

HOMELAND SECURITY

The first responsibility of government is to protect its cit-
izens from harm. We have made some progress since the
terrible attacks of September 11th, but we have not done
nearly enough. Today the Bush administration has no
coherent plan for domestic defense. Our intelligence
services remain fragmented and lack coordination.
Millions of shipping containers arrive at American ports
every year without being searched. Our borders are not
secure. Our chemical plants are vulnerable to attack.
Across America, police officers, firefighters, and other
first responders still lack the information, protective gear,
and communications equipment needed to do their jobs
safely and successfully. 

We offer a new strategy for homeland security that
addresses five major challenges. Our plan will:

★ Improve our ability to gather, analyze, and share infor-

mation so we can track terrorists down and stop them

before they cause harm,
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★ Better secure our airports, seaports, and borders,

★ Harden likely terrorist targets and critical infrastructure,

★ Improve domestic readiness,

★ Protect freedom and justice even as we protect our 

people and our homeland. 

Better intelligence.

The war on terror begins with good intelligence.
Shockingly, many of the same flaws in intelligence-shar-
ing that allowed terrorists to slip in and out of America
before September 11th still exist. The government has
missed its own deadlines for upgrading and integrating
security databases and still fails to share information
with the state and local law enforcement agencies on the
frontlines. This must change. We will:

★ Create a true Director of National Intelligence with real

control over all intelligence personnel and budgets,

★ Transform our intelligence services to ensure that they

have sufficient personnel with the skills, languages, train-

ing and orientation needed to meet today’s threats,

★ Break down the bureaucratic barriers that prevent vital

information-sharing between intelligence agencies and

law enforcement at both the national and local levels,

including granting security clearances to state and local

officials where appropriate.

C h a p t e r O n e |   S e c u r i t y

39

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 39



More secure borders.

Our borders are far too porous, especially to cargo that
comes by sea or air. Our plan will improve security at
our borders, seaports, and airports. We will:

★ Improve the detection equipment in our shipping 

systems,

★ Ensure that private companies obtain adequate 

information about items they are shipping,

★ Work with other nations to increase inspections of 

seaborne cargo,

★ Adopt tighter controls on air cargo, tons of which 

goes uninspected every day,

★ Replace the unsuccessful airport screening system 

with a new system that identifies security threats while

honoring American values,

★ Work with Canada, Mexico, and Caribbean nations 

to strengthen border controls, using better technology

and more personnel to improve inspections while 

speeding up commerce.

Hardened targets.

We will launch a major effort to harden our critical infra-
structure and most vulnerable targets—from chemical
and nuclear plants to rails, tunnels and key cyber net-
works—and better protect them from attack. For example,
there are more than 100 chemical plants where an attack
could endanger more than one million people, and the
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FBI has warned that al Qaeda may target our chemical
industry. The Bush administration was moving toward a
commonsense solution that would set minimum stan-
dards for safety at chemical plants—but after heavy lob-
bying by the chemical industry, they backed down. We
will put safety first. We will:

★ Better protect nuclear plants and weapons facilities 

as an urgent priority,

★ Require new security standards at chemical plants,

including more guards, better fencing, and use of less

dangerous chemicals where possible, 

★ Improve railroad and subway security by taking 

steps such as providing chemical release detectors 

and tightening security at critical entry points.

Domestic readiness.

First responders are the first ones up the stairs in the
event of an emergency, and it is wrong that today they
are last in line when it comes to this administration’s
budgets. Our plan will improve domestic readiness so
people on the frontlines have the training and equipment
to respond to any attack with all the speed, skill, and
strength required. In the end, homeland security is not
about changing the alert from yellow to orange; the col-
ors of safety are firefighter red, EMT white, and police
officer blue. We will:

★ Provide assistance to police and fire departments to end

serious shortages of manpower, training, and equipment,
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★ Modernize our emergency warning system to provide

localized warnings, treat frontline fighters as partners,

and give families all the information they need,

★ Enlist citizens in homeland security efforts through an

expanded AmeriCorps national service program, and a

“21st Century Neighborhood Watch” initiative focused

on emergency response needs.

Although there has been progress in preparing for a
bioterrorist attack, we still do not have strong national
leadership in planning or coordination. Our hospitals are
overwhelmed and our public health system cannot handle
large, lethal epidemics of disease. We lack adequate sup-
plies, drugs, and vaccines. We will: 

★ Put one person in charge of overseeing all bioterrorism

programs, budgets, and strategic priorities in order to

establish a coordinated, national response strategy,

★ Work with state and local leaders to establish the 

benchmarks for state and local preparedness required 

by law and still missing today, 

★ Revitalize our public health system to improve 

monitoring of disease outbreaks,

★ Harness America’s bioscience genius to improve 

preparedness for a bioterror attack by creating a 

Medical Arsenal of Democracy dedicated to 

speeding drug and vaccine development,
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★ Strengthen our hospitals and ensure they have emergency

plans to address a surge in medical needs under mass

casualty and exposure conditions.

Guarding liberty.

We must always remember that terrorists do not just tar-
get our lives; they target our way of life. And so we must
be on constant guard not to sacrifice the freedom we are
fighting to protect. We will strengthen some parts of the
Patriot Act, like the restrictions on money laundering,
and improve other aspects of it, like information sharing.
At the same time, we will revise parts of the Patriot Act
such as the library provisions to better protect our free-
dom. We will ensure government can take all needed
steps to fight terror. Our government should never round
up innocent people only because of their religion or eth-
nicity, and should always honor our Constitution. We
believe in an America where freedom is what we fight
for—not what we give up.
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★

An Energy Independent America

No strategy for American security is complete without a
plan to end America’s dangerous dependence on Mideast
oil. We consume 2.5 million barrels of oil per day from
the Middle East. Our economy depends on oil controlled
by some of the world’s most repressive regimes. This is a
real threat to our national security, our economy, and
our environment. 

Dependence on foreign oil is a security problem
because it forces us to rely on volatile regions ruled by
some of the world’s most authoritarian regimes. We
believe a strong America must no longer rely on the
cooperation of regimes that may not share our values,
and we are not willing to risk a future in which our
young men and women might have to risk their lives to
protect Mideast oil supplies. We must ensure that our
dependence on Mideast oil no longer hampers our ability
to act as a strong moral force in the world. 

★

HOW MISMANAGING THE WAR ON TERROR 

HAS HURT CONSUMERS

Americans have experienced some of the highest gas

prices in over three decades.These record high prices are

not just the result of the Bush administration’s failure to

create an energy policy that moves America away from

dependence on foreign oil. It is also a result of what

experts call a “terror premium.”
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Before the war in Iraq started, oil was trading at

nearly $35 per barrel and the futures market predicted

that the price would drop to about $25 per barrel by June

2004. Instead, the price of oil in June rose to over $40 a

barrel. Most of this $15 per barrel difference—more than

50 percent higher than expected—is attributed to security

threats, unstable conditions in the Middle East and general

fears of terrorism.That is the terror premium.

Experts throughout the oil and gas sector have com-

mented on these unpredictably high prices. Daniel Yergin, a

leading energy expert, has argued that anxiety and geopo-

litical risks have been inflating prices. Wells Fargo’s chief

economist argued that fear was driving up prices, noting

that speculators in the oil market were betting that geopo-

litical turbulence would keep prices rising. Almost weekly

sabotage events in both Iraq and Saudi Arabia have lent

credence to this argument and continued to destabilize the

oil markets. If the Bush administration had more effectively

managed Iraq after the initial combat, it is reasonable to

assume that the price of oil would be more stable today.

★

Dependence on foreign oil is an economic problem because
it gives other countries that do not always share all of our
key interests the power to disrupt economic growth in the
United States, Europe, and East Asia by manipulating oil
prices and supplies. The price of oil produced everywhere,
even in the U.S., is effectively controlled by the OPEC car-
tel, which is dominated by Middle East producers. OPEC’s
stronghold on global oil prices exposes us to price spikes
and supply interruptions over which we have little or no
control. Rising oil prices over the last several years have
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already placed a large burden on U.S. citizens and busi-
nesses. Together with record increases in the cost of health
care, college tuition, and a drop in income, rising gas prices
are a burdensome part of the middle-class squeeze that is
making it harder and harder for millions of families to
make ends meet. We should never forget the lesson of the
1970s, when OPEC producers used the “oil weapon” to
cause a price spike that hamstrung our economy for years,
slowed growth, accelerated inflation, and caused one of the
worst recessions since the Great Depression. 

[Department of Energy, Household Vehicles Energy Consumption 1994, 
Table 5.2, August 1997; AAA, Fuel Gauge Report, 7/13/04]

And dependence on oil is an environmental and health
problem. The oil products we use to power our cars and
trucks causes smog and other forms of air pollution, and
contributes to the growing risk of climate change—a risk
that, despite the Bush administration’s refusal to
acknowledge it, is widely recognized throughout the sci-
entific community.
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For decades, we have been stuck on an energy crisis
roller coaster. Gas prices rise and people talk about the
need for a new energy policy. When gas prices drop, people
drop the issue. If unrest erupts in the Middle East, people
talk about the need to address our energy needs. When
prices drop and stability returns, we turn to another topic.
It is time to get off this ride and chart a new course. 

We believe a strong America must move toward
energy independence. In the short-term, we can lower
energy costs and help working families. We can provide
relief to our farmers who will spend an additional $1.3
billion on gas this year, our truck drivers who will spend
an additional $5 billion, and our airlines that will spend
an additional $4.5 billion on jet fuel. And for the long-
term, we have a comprehensive energy plan to make
America independent of Mideast oil.

And not only can we can achieve it, we can make
America stronger, and produce great benefits for our people
along the way. Achieving energy independence will
improve our ability to protect our values and interests
around the world. It will reduce energy costs for our families.
It will create high-paying new jobs. And it will improve
our environment and make our people healthier.

This administration has done nothing as gas prices
have soared to record levels. Even the administration’s
own economists have found that their energy plan will
do nothing to reduce gas prices. This president’s
approach to energy policy leaves America shackled to
foreign oil—dependent and vulnerable. There are few
challenges facing America today that affect our future in
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so many ways as the challenge of achieving independ-
ence from Mideast oil. Yet it is a challenge that the cur-
rent administration has completely failed to address.

The principle of the Bush administration’s energy plan
is more, not less, dependence on oil. Although the presi-
dent has embraced the far-off solution of hydrogen fuel
cells for tomorrow’s transportation system, he lacks a bal-
anced plan for energy diversification today. The center-
piece of the administration’s energy plan is to open up the
environmentally sensitive Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
for drilling—a proposal that promises only minimal
improvement in our domestic oil supplies but will inflict
permanent damage on the Refuge’s lands and wildlife. 

The Bush administration contends that a strategy for
energy independence is not viable because it relies too
heavily on government intervention in energy markets. 

Our current policies cost taxpayers billions of dollars
today, and create even greater costs for both government
and business tomorrow. We need to invest more wisely
and lead the country toward energy independence rather
than give handouts to special interests that perpetuate
our reliance on oil. 

We have a comprehensive plan to lead America to
energy independence. Our plan will unleash the full force
of American optimism and ingenuity—the genius of our
scientists and engineers and the century-long adaptability
of our automakers. We invented and built the cars, home
energy systems, and power plants of today. And we can
invent and build the energy-efficient products and tech-
nologies of tomorrow.
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Sixty-two years ago, Franklin Roosevelt brought
together America’s best minds and most innovative tech-
nologies in a crash project to develop nuclear weapons
before they could be developed and deployed by our
enemies. The Manhattan Project conveyed a sense of
national urgency and focus with an unprecedented part-
nership between public resources and private innovation.
Later, America launched another bold initiative known
as the Apollo Project to accelerate our search to explore
the new frontier of space. Changing the way we produce
and use energy is no less urgent a national priority. Our
energy plan will marshal the same concentration of
brainpower, willpower, and innovation to create new
energy sources and technologies and put us on a path
toward energy independence. We will pursue three avenues
at once by: 

★ Exploring and developing new energy sources,

★ Improving energy efficiency and developing renewable

energy technologies,

★ Diversifying existing energy sources and reducing prices.

This plan will generate 500,000 new jobs within a decade,
and position America at the leading edge of some of the
world’s most profitable industries. 

Exploring and developing new energy sources.

Our energy plan will embrace a simple but revolutionary
goal: harnessing new energy sources to power the world
we live in. We believe sources like the sun, wind, and a
rich array of crops can provide us with secure forms of

C h a p t e r O n e |   S e c u r i t y

49

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 49



energy at reasonable costs for the rest of this century—
but only if we start exploring and developing them
today. Our plan sets the goal of producing 20 percent of
our electricity from renewable sources by the year 2020,
reducing our reliance on oil, improving our environment,
and creating new “cash crops.”
To reach that goal, our plan will:
★ Expand the Production Tax Credit for wind and 

biomass energy to cover the full array of renewable 

energy sources,

★ Increase Department of Energy research into renewable

energy sources and their applications,

★ Create a new public-private partnership to help 

finance renewable energy research and development 

in the private sector,

★ Our plan will also expand the use of renewable fuels to

power our cars, trucks, and SUVs. We will put 100,000

hydrogen-fueled vehicles on the road by 2010, and 2.5

million by 2020. 

To meet these goals we will:

★ Increase the use of renewable fuels such as ethanol to 

5 billion gallons by 2012,

★ Expand federally sponsored research into renewable

fuels for automobiles,

★ Create a Hydrogen Institute to unite scientists and

researchers in the drive to accelerate hydrogen fuel 

cell and other advanced fuel technology. 
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★

FUELING RURAL ECONOMIES

Investing in energy independence and renewable energy

sources is critical to the growth of the rural economy and

the security of our nation’s energy supply. Renewable fuels

like ethanol and biodiesel decrease our dependence on for-

eign oil. Instead of sending billions of dollars to unstable

and often hostile regimes, we would divert that money

back to farmers and Main Streets here at home.

We must ensure that at least 5 billion gallons of

renewable fuel is part of America’s energy supply by

2012. This standard provides a much-needed boost to

rural areas by creating new jobs and adding value to prod-

ucts farmers produce. For example, the use of corn and

other commodities for ethanol production adds 20 to 40

cents to every bushel of corn. Not only do farmers benefit

from the higher price, an increasing number of farmers

are joining together in cooperatives to build ethanol pro-

duction facilities—thereby directly taking advantage of

the value-added market through ownership.

In addition to increasing the use of biofuels, the

renewable fuels standards would provide a shot in the arm

to our still struggling national economy. According to the

Renewable Fuels Association, by 2012, the standard

would add $156 billion to the Gross Domestic Product

(GDP), spur $5.3 billion new capital investments, and cre-

ate 214,000 new jobs. In rural America, the RFS would

mean an increase of $1.3 billion in annual farm income.

Opportunities in rural America do not end with renew-

able fuels. In many states, individual farmers and ranchers

lease their property to wind power companies and receive

an annual payment for having wind turbines on their prop-

erty. With the right leadership, this could become a “cash
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crop” for many other farmers and ranchers around the

country and stabilize rural economies as well as meet the

growing demand for clean sources of electricity.

★

New renewable and affordable energy sources are not a
science fiction dream. With more aggressive leadership
and a real plan, we can expand their use today and build
an energy-efficient America tomorrow.

★

BENEFITS OF THE RENEWABLE 

PORTFOLIO STANDARD

Renewable energy can help solve multiple problems: rising

energy prices, energy supply shortages and disruptions, and

harmful air pollution. A national renewable portfolio stan-

dard (RPS) to provide 20 percent of U.S. electricity from

sources like wind, solar, and biomass energy by 2020 would

have essentially no cost for consumers, according to a

recent study by the U.S. Department of Energy. Because

they are home-grown, renewable energy sources can also

increase energy security and create local jobs.

Diversifying the power supply by developing

America’s renewable energy resources creates a more

competitive market, which can reduce natural gas prices

and save consumers and businesses money on their energy

bills. In addition, renewable energy is not subject to the

price volatility that plagues natural gas power plants.

The RPS will stimulate investment in new renewable

energy throughout the nation, creating jobs and lifting

incomes in rural areas as well as in the high tech and
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manufacturing sectors. With a strong domestic renew-

able energy industry, the U.S. economy will benefit from

this industry’s large export potential.

Adopting a strong national renewable portfolio stan-

dard will also help to improve the environment, reducing

U.S. carbon dioxide emissions as well as emissions of

nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, and mercury, will help

address acid rain, smog, water contamination, and will

limit our contribution to global warming.

★

Improving energy efficiency and reliability.

The energy economy of the future depends on the
development of cleaner, more efficient technology and
production methods to make better use of existing
energy sources. We can make immediate progress on
energy efficiency simply by making a national commit-
ment to do so, with our government leading by example.
With respect to energy efficiency in our office buildings,
homes, and communities, our plan will:

★ Cut the federal government’s energy bills by 20 percent

by 2020, saving an estimated $14 billion for taxpayers,

★ Challenge and help state and local governments, corpo-

rations, universities, hospitals, and small businesses to

meet the same 20 percent energy efficiency goal,

★ Provide tax incentives for “smart building” practices

to spur energy-efficient construction and renovation

methods.
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Nearly 70 percent of the oil Americans consume is burned
in cars, trucks, trains, and planes. Energy-efficiency in
transportation can be rapidly improved, just as it was
during the energy crisis of the 1970s, without sacrificing
consumer choice. At the same time, we can enhance U.S.
automakers’ competitive advantage in the global automotive
marketplace of the future. Our plan will:

★ Update and strengthen our fuel-efficiency standards, 

★ Create new tax incentives for automakers to build the

new, more efficient automobiles of the future,

★ Provide tax incentives for families to purchase more

energy-efficient cars, trucks, and SUVs. 

We will work to create better, more efficient technologies
for producing electricity, and ensure that our people have
access to a secure and reliable supply of electricity at all
times. Our plan includes:

★ Mandatory, enforceable reliability standards for our 

electric grid that will help avoid blackouts,

★ Public-private partnerships to make our power systems

more flexible, resilient, and self-healing—and more 

environmentally friendly than ever before.

We believe that coal should be part of the solution to our
energy and environmental challenges. We need to har-
ness technology to develop clean electric power from
coal. At the same time, we believe that we need clear
benchmarks and a flexible framework to measure the
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emissions performance of existing and new uses of coal.
Our “clean coal” plan will:

★ Invest $10 billion over the next decade to transform the

current generation of coal-fired utility plants into cleaner

and more energy-efficient plants,

★ Develop new technologies to generate clean electric

power from coal,

★ Employ flexible, market-based strategies to reduce utility

plant emissions of nitrogen oxide, sulfur dioxide, mercury,

and carbon dioxide while rewarding companies that

develop new and cleaner technologies.

Expanding new energy sources while improving the effi-
ciency of existing sources will go a long way toward
reducing dependence on Mideast oil. At the same time, it
will dramatically reduce the environmental and health
damage being created by our current energy use. Even if
we only partly accomplish our goals, we will reverse current
trends toward greater dependence on oil, more pollution,
and higher costs for businesses and consumers.

Diversifying and reducing prices for current energy sources.

Even in the limited universe of fossil fuel sources, we can
do more to expand supplies and lower costs right now—
without damaging the environment. We must take imme-
diate steps to reduce gasoline prices. Our plan will: 

★ Temporarily suspend the Bush administration’s 

practice of “topping off” the Strategic Petroleum 

Reserve until prices decrease,
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★ Aggressively “jawbone” oil producing nations to 

keep production levels high enough to stabilize oil 

and gasoline prices. 

We should explore opportunities to replace OPEC pro-
ducers with non-OPEC sources of oil. Although this step
cannot be the centerpiece for a 21st century energy strategy,
we can explore domestic and non-OPEC sources for oil
without new damage to the environment. We will:

★ Develop domestic supplies in areas already open for

exploration, including the western and central Gulf of

Mexico and Alaska’s National Petroleum Reserve,

★ Work to increase the availability of oil from countries

outside the OPEC cartel, including Russia, Canada, and

certain areas of Africa.

Finally, we will make a major push to expand the avail-
ability—and hold down the price—of the cleanest form
of fossil fuel: natural gas. While we may never get back
to the days of unlimited natural gas supplies at very low
prices, we can make immediate progress to improve sup-
plies and prices. Our plan will: 

★ Pursue a North American Energy Initiative, a long-term

partnership with Canada and Mexico to develop and

expand our continent’s abundant natural gas reserves,

★ Speed construction of an Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline

to help move the 35 trillion cubic feet of known natural

gas reserves on the North Slope of Alaska into the 

U.S. marketplace,
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★ Ensure a fair and well-functioning natural gas market to

prevent abuses and supply shortages like those that

recently threatened blackouts and huge price spikes in

the western United States.

Overall, our plan will tackle dependence on Mideast oil,
and address the associated risks to our national security,
our economy, our environment, and our health and qual-
ity of life. It will do this by expanding new and old ener-
gy sources, deploying new technologies, increasing effi-
ciency, and producing cleaner energy. 

Given that sixty-five percent of the world’s oil
reserves are in the Middle East, America will never be
able to drill our way to energy independence. But if we
have the will and the imagination to declare our commit-
ment to energy independence today, we can achieve it
tomorrow. We can create jobs and build a stronger coun-
try. We can once again make America the energy and
transportation capital of the world, and make America
the world’s best steward of the environment we all share. 
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OPPORTUNITY

Chapter Two

I believe the measure of 

a strong economy 

is a growing middle class, 

where every American 

has the opportunity to succeed.  

John Edwards

★
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★

Building a Strong Economy

A strong America begins at home. We must restore the
broad economic growth that expands and strengthens the
middle class and leaves a stronger foundation to build
prosperity for all our people in the generations to come.

The great promise of America is simple: a better life
for all who work for it. It was a revolutionary idea 228
years ago, and it is still remarkable today—no society on
earth before ours made such a promise to its people, and
it is up to each generation of Americans to keep it alive,
and pass it on. 

The heart of that promise has always been the middle
class, the greatest engine of economic strength the world
has ever known. When the middle class grows in size and
security, our economy grows stronger.

We share faith in American economic growth and
the American dream: that we can strengthen our middle
class and make it bigger, that we can offer a better future
to all those who work hard and act responsibly. 

Opportunity for all, special privileges for none.
Simple, straightforward guideposts for equality that have
been the watchwords of the Democratic Party. That’s
what we believe in. 

But this White House values wealth over hard work,
gives special treatment to the most fortunate at everyone
else’s expense, and defends the tax breaks companies use
to send jobs overseas.
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Today, our nation faces immense economic challenges:
spiraling health care costs, historic job loss, rising tuition
and energy costs, and a looming Social Security and
Medicare solvency challenge. The Bush administration
has ignored each of these challenges, focusing all their
effort instead on the defense of massive tax cuts for the
most fortunate that have driven America deeply into
debt. These kinds of policies did not create long-term
growth in the 1980s, and they are not working now.

In the 1990s, we had a strategy of fiscal discipline
that rewarded work and invested in the potential of our
people. That strategy helped lay a foundation for the
economic growth that lifted up all Americans. Not only
were nearly 23 million jobs created but family income
went up for all income groups, while poverty and unem-
ployment fell to the lowest levels in decades and our
nation went from large deficits to record surpluses.

The American dream means ensuring economic
growth that lifts the incomes, the opportunities, and the
hopes of all Americans. President Bush is asking America
to lower its sights and its standards. He is telling us that
even though he is on track to be the first president since
Herbert Hoover to preside over net job loss; even though
wages have gone down while health, energy, child care
and tuition costs have shot up—this is the best America’s
economy can do. We do not accept such a pessimistic
view of America’s economic potential. We believe
America can do better.

It is time for a new direction. It is time for a stronger
America. It is time to be the America we are meant to be.
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So when it comes to the economy, our pledge to
America is not new at all—it is the age-old promise of
America; we are just going to keep it.

In our administration, every day, we will work to
make sure that no matter who you are, where you come
from, or what your background is, as an American you
will live in a nation that offers all the possibility your
hard work and God-given talent can bring. You will live
in a nation with responsible immigration laws that
strengthen our borders and recognize the human rights
of the millions of families who work in our fields, our
manufacturing plants, our service industry; who send
their children to our schools, pay taxes, and love and
embrace the America that is our home.

We have a comprehensive economic plan to keep the
American promise and breathe new life into every sector
of our economy. Our economic strategy recognizes that
government does not create jobs or produce economic
growth. Free markets, honest competition, America’s
entrepreneurial sprit and hard work do that. But the right
public policies can foster an environment that makes
strong growth and job creation easier, and the wrong poli-
cies can hurt. We understand that the right policies can
promote an economic climate that will lay the foundation
for private sector investment, foster vigorous competition,
and strengthen the foundations of an innovative economy.

We offer America a new economic plan that will put
jobs first. We believe in progress that brings prosperity
for all Americans, not just for those who are already suc-
cessful. We believe that good jobs will help strengthen
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and expand the middle class, the strongest middle class
the world has ever known.

We believe Americans are the smartest, toughest com-
petitors in the world. And we believe companies can keep
jobs in America without sacrificing competitiveness.

CREATING GOOD JOBS

The opportunity to build a better future starts with a
good job. It has always been that way. From the time
when most people worked the land, through the
Industrial Revolution and into the Information Age, the
opportunity for work, the rewards from work, and the
dignity of work have made Americans successful and
America strong.

In February 2002, the Bush administration said
America, under their leadership, would create nearly 6
million jobs by mid-2004. Instead, to date, the economy
has lost more than 1 million private-sector jobs under
President Bush. We are 7 million jobs short of the admin-
istration’s own prediction—and that does not even take
into consideration the millions of Americans who have
given up looking for work or who are working part-time
because they cannot find the full-time work they need to
support their families. Over 75 percent of the new jobs
being created today are being created in low-wage indus-
tries and are 13 percent less likely to offer health care
benefits. Indeed the new jobs that are finally being created
pay an average of $9,000 less, making it even harder for
the middle class to get ahead. 
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[Council of Economic Advisors, “Economic Report of the President, 2002,”
Bureau of Labor Statistics]

And job losses are not the only problem on the employment
front—the jobs that are being created generally pay less,
offer fewer benefits, and are of lower quality than the jobs
we are losing. In fact, jobs in industries that are expanding
pay an average of $9,160 a year less than jobs in industries
that are shrinking. More than three quarters of all the jobs
created over the last year pay less than average wages.

Our plan will reverse the job losses of the Bush-
Cheney years and lay a foundation that will help our
economy create 10 million new jobs over the first four
years. Our plan is based on the proven economic policies
of the 1990s—policies that created nearly 23 million jobs
over eight years. And our plan is designed to create high-
paying, high-quality jobs.

Our economic strategy begins with an all-out effort to
jump start the growth of high-paying jobs. It will reduce
taxes for businesses that create jobs here in the United
States, while eliminating tax incentives to move jobs over-
seas. It calls for investing in our manufacturing scientific
and technological future, by restoring fiscal discipline. It
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calls for reducing the costs of job creation by tackling ris-
ing health care and energy costs. And it will ensure that
we have the best educated and most highly skilled work-
ers. Our plan will fight to protect the jobs of today and
create the high-wage jobs of tomorrow.

First, we will immediately move to change our tax laws
and put an end to rules that actually encourage companies to
send American jobs overseas. Instead, we will offer tax cuts
to companies that create jobs here at home. Our plan will:

★ Close the foreign tax deferral loophole that encourages

companies to send jobs overseas,

★ Cut tax rates for 99 percent of taxpaying U.S. businesses

by using the savings from ending deferral and offshore

tax havens to cut corporate tax rates by five percent,

★ Jump start job creation with a New Jobs Tax Credit 

that will give manufacturers, other business affected by

outsourcing, and small businesses a break on federal

payroll taxes for every new job created in America,

★ Eliminate capital gains for start-up investments in 

small businesses.

Because our manufacturing sector is the critical back-
bone of our economy and has been hit hardest by job losses,
we will make a special effort to create new manufacturing
jobs and help smaller manufacturers survive and thrive in
the global economy. In addition to lowering taxes for man-
ufacturers who create jobs on our shores, our plan will:

★ Catalyze the creation of new private investment 

corporations to give small and medium-sized 
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manufacturers access to the capital they need to 

expand operations and create new jobs,

★ Invest in initiatives to create high-technology 

manufacturing “clusters” around research institutions,

★ Help small manufacturers innovate and grow through

the Manufacturing Extension Partnership and Advanced

Technology Program, which the Bush administration 

has sought to shut down. 

★

AMERICAN INVESTMENTS IN RESEARCH 

AND NEW COMPANIES CREATE JOBS,

LAUNCH INDUSTRIES, AND IMPROVE OUR LIVES

Government funding for research and development has helped

launch some of the most important and successful businesses

in America.Startup capital and early stage loans can turn one

entrepreneur’s big idea into a Fortune 500 company.

Apple Computers grew out of Steve Jobs’parents’garage

with the help of a venture capital loan provided by the Small

Business Investment Corporation.SBIC helped FedEx become

the first company in history to earn $1 billion within a decade

of its launch, hiring tens of thousands of people along the way.

The Advanced Technology Program funded research that

helped develop digital mammography—a major breakthrough

in accuracy, efficiency, and access to a critical test that has

helped millions of women and saved lives.An ATP investment

in powerful micro-technologies that make it faster and easier

to conduct DNA analysis is helping us understand human

genetics, open new avenues in the fight to cure and manage

diseases like cancer and AIDS, and to cut health care costs.
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The Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) has

helped save thousands of jobs by providing expert advice to

small manufacturers across the country.The MEP introduces

manufacturers to proven strategies that improve efficiency,

cut costs, increase profitability, and save jobs as a result.

★

We will draw on our experience with small businesses to
create tax incentives that encourage investment in small
businesses. We will help small businesses pay for health
care and create jobs. And we will promote a Small
Business Opportunity Fund to expand microlending.

★

KILVERT AND FORBES: 

JOHN KERRY’S SMALL BUSINESS

“After dinner in Boston one evening in 1979, a friend and

I were looking for cookies in Faneuil Hall. Fortunately for

us, we could not find any. When all we found was some

empty retail space, an idea was born: Kilvert and Forbes, a

cookie and muffin shop that we opened later that year.

“It was a late-night inspiration. I had always had an

entrepreneurial spirit in me, and this great business oppor-

tunity allowed me to put it to use. My favorites were our

brownies, but I cannot tell you how hard it was to get the

ingredients just right.

“Fulfilling my American Dream of owning a business was

a challenge and I learned a lot about what it means to be part

of the American economy. I had to hire a staff and deal with

payroll and taxes. I had to get permits, inspections,do the pur-

chasing, get deliveries, and set up orders. It taught me a lot
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about paperwork,hassles, the bottom line,and government.So

when I served as a member and later as Chairman of the

Senate Small Business Committee, I knew how important it

was for government to work for small business owners, not

against them.

“As president, I will bring the lessons of owning and

working in a small business to the Oval Office and fight

for these important members of the American economy.”

—John Kerry

★

If today’s global economy means anything, it means this:
new jobs are increasingly tied to new exports. Today, one
in every five American factory jobs depends on exports—
and those jobs pay more than other jobs. Open markets
spur innovation, speed the growth of new industries, and
make our businesses more competitive. We need more
free trade—but it must be more fair trade also.

Free and fair trade means truly open markets where
American companies compete on a level playing field.
Unfortunately, time after time, the Bush Administration
has failed to challenge other countries to live up to their
commitments under international trade agreements. We
will not stand for that.

Our plan will continue to ensure that America engages
in the global economy. We must be honest in telling
Americans that we cannot keep every job on our shores or
bring back every lost industry. But we will fight at every
turn to ensure that our workers and businesses are never
put at an unfair disadvantage because our government is
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sitting on the sidelines instead of fighting for free and fair
and expanded trade. We will:

★ Complete a comprehensive review of all existing trade

agreements within the first 120 days of our administration,

★ Aggressively pursue the remedies available through the

World Trade Organization and under domestic trade

laws to stop violations of those agreements and unfair

trade practices,

★ Increase international pressure on China to end its

manipulation of currency rates, which are subsidizing

Chinese exports while inhibiting other countries’ access

to rapidly growing Chinese domestic markets,

★ Support international efforts to crack down on abuses of

workers’ rights and halt the exploitation of child labor,

★ Protect the intellectual property rights of U.S. businesses

and inventors against commercial pirates and fight for

U.S. access to key closed-off foreign market sectors,

such as the Japanese auto market and Chinese high

technology markets,

★ Build upon and strengthen the progress made by

President Clinton in the Jordan agreement to include

strong and enforceable internationally recognized labor

and environmental standards in the core of new free

trade agreements,

★ Expand trade adjustment assistance to help employees

who lose their jobs because of global economic changes,

including workers in the service sector. 
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There are two additional challenges we face that have a
huge impact on job creation. First, skyrocketing health
care costs place a dangerous burden on American busi-
nesses. Our plan will hold costs down, expand access to
affordable health care, and ease the burden on businesses.
That will help release the capital businesses need to
expand and create jobs. Second, we believe that
America’s dependence on foreign oil poses real risks to
our security and economy. Our plan to lead America to
energy independence is a great opportunity to create jobs
and increase our security through new, high-profit, high-
wage renewable energy industries.

RESTORING FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY IN WASHINGTON

Even as middle-class families struggle to live within
increasingly tighter budgets, the federal government,
under the complete control of the president and his party,
is once again living large and piling up debt in the name of
present and future taxpayers. Under President Bush,
America has gone from record surpluses to record deficits.

Congressional Budget Office
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President Bush has turned his back on the simple, biparti-
san principle that guided everyone from President Clinton
to Speaker Gingrich in the 1990s: pay for all proposals.
Instead, the president has proposed or passed tax cuts and
spending increases that would increase the deficit by more
than $6 trillion over the next decade. Not once has this
administration made an effort to balance new spending
with new savings, or even to pay for new initiatives—
including their enormous tax breaks for the wealthy. 

We must restore responsibility and fiscal discipline to
our government, or the debt we pass on to our children will
strangle opportunity for the next generation of middle-
class Americans. Massive public borrowing keeps inflation
and interest rates higher than they would otherwise be, and
undermines long-term investor confidence in our economy.
Today’s deficits also pose a serious threat to our retirement
security. They are financed by borrowing from Social
Security Trust Fund surpluses at a time when the retirement
of the baby boom generation makes that very risky.

★

BUDGET DEFICITS HURT AMERICAN FAMILIES

Excess spending and massive tax cuts to the wealthiest

Americans under President Bush have forced the govern-

ment to borrow hundreds of billions of dollars. When the

government borrows huge amounts of money it means

there is less money available to everyone else, which

increases the price of borrowing, and drives interest rates

up. Families end up paying more for everything from home

mortgages to student loans to car payments.
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Economists have a simple rule: every one percentage

point increase in the government’s budget deficit forces

up interest rates by almost half a percentage point. This

rule is based on research by leading economists, including

President Bush’s current top economic adviser, N.

Gregory Mankiw, and his predecessor, Glenn Hubbard.

President Bush’s tax cuts—$2.3 trillion over the next

decade—together with his spending proposals mean that

the budget deficit will continue to increase by an average of

2.3 percent of GDP annually. According to the economists’

rule of thumb, that means the Bush deficits will drive long-

term interest rates up more than a full point every year.

Higher interest rates cost families money:

★ For a 30-year home mortgage of $150,000, an

increase in the interest rate from 6 percent to 7

percent would raise annual payments by $1,184.

★ A one point increase adds $1,220 to the cost of a

10-year student loan.

Restoring fiscal discipline will help bring interest

rates down. Federal Reserve Board Chairman Alan

Greenspan credits deficit reduction for lower interest

rates in the 1990s: “The lower federal deficits and, for a

time, the realization of surpluses contributed significantly

to improved national saving and thereby put downward

pressure on real interest rates.”

★

In the 1990s, fiscal responsibility created confidence in
the economy, encouraged investment, and led to a record
expansion. Today, we face unsustainable foreign borrow-
ing, rising interest rates, and low consumer confidence.
We will bring fiscal discipline back to Washington.
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Our plan will cut the budget deficit in half within four
years while reversing policies that will explode the deficit
down the road if we do not act now. We will impose strict
measures to promote budget discipline, including some of
the same steps that helped balance the budget during the
1990s. And we will lead a major assault on corporate
welfare and pork-barrel spending. 

Specifically, we will:

★ Repeal President Bush’s tax cuts benefiting those 

earning over $200,000 a year while expanding 

middle-class tax cuts,

★ Bring back “pay-as-you-go” budget rules that require

Congress to come up with offsets to pay for new 

spending or tax cut initiatives,

★ Bring back tough caps on domestic discretionary spend-

ing, reinforced by mandatory across-the-board cuts, if

necessary, so that total discretionary spending, outside

security and education, grows no faster than inflation,

★ Reduce the number of government contractors by 100,000,

★ Freeze the federal travel budget,

★ Reform student loan programs to eliminate guaranteed,

government-provided profits for banks,

★ Enact the Kerry-McCain proposal for a Corporate

Subsidy Commission to identify wasteful and economically

inefficient corporate welfare items and force Congress to

deal with them on a single, up-or-down vote,
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★ Eliminate corporate tax loopholes, like the ones Enron

used, which enable companies to avoid paying their 

fair share,

★ Create a constitutionally acceptable line-item veto power,

to enable the president to kill pork-barrel projects unless

Congress specifically re-enacts them.

Our plan will decisively cut budget deficits while providing
lower taxes for 98 percent of our families and 99 percent
of our businesses. At the same time, our plan will enable
us to make high-priority investments in our future, and
put us in a better position to strengthen the long-term
health of Social Security.

STANDING UP FOR THE GREAT AMERICAN MIDDLE

CLASS: A PLAN TO EASE THE SQUEEZE

A good-paying job is only half of the basic economic
equation that every family lives with. As everybody who
has ever sat around the kitchen table paying bills knows,
if there is less coming in than there is going out, sooner
or later, something has to give.

The basic path to middle-class security is not compli-
cated—work hard, pay your bills, save and invest in your
children and your future. But if incomes are declining
and costs are rising, it is hard to pay today’s bills, let
alone save for tomorrow.

But that is what is happening today. Today, the aver-
age American family is earning less than in 2000. At the
same time, health care costs are up by nearly one-half,
college tuition has increased by more than one-third,
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child care costs have risen by more than twice as fast as
inflation, and gas and oil prices have gone through the
roof. One family goes bankrupt every 19 seconds, a one-
third increase since 2000. 

Under President Clinton, for the first time in three
decades, incomes and the standard of living rose for all
Americans. But President Bush and Vice President
Cheney turned away from those proven economic policies
in an ideological about-face that ignored the evidence. The
middle class is paying the price. Instead of working hard
to get ahead, they are working hard just to get by.

It is time for a new direction. It is time to be the
America we are meant to be—where the great American
promise of a better life is alive and well. Our plan will
lead us to an America where the middle class is expanding,
our economy is thriving, and America is strong.

We will begin by restoring our values to our tax code.
We want a tax code that rewards work and creates wealth
for more people—not a tax code that rewards wealth and
hoards it for those who already have it. Under President
Bush, the tax burden has shifted onto the shoulders of those
who can least afford it. With the middle class under assault
like never before, we simply cannot afford President Bush’s
massive tax cuts for the very wealthiest. As we all know, the
most fortunate Americans did well during the Clinton era—
we want to reset tax rates for families making more than
$200,000 to the same level they were under Bill Clinton. We
will make the middle-class tax cuts permanent, as part of a
fiscally responsible plan that cuts the deficit in half while
investing in health care and other priorities. Under our plan,
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98 percent of Americans will pay lower taxes than they
would under current law.

We will provide new tax cuts to help families meet
the key economic challenges of their everyday lives—
health care, tuition, and child care. In total, we provide
more than twice as much in new middle-class tax cuts
than this administration—and every dime is fully paid
for without increasing the deficit. Millions of families
will receive a tax cut that will help them make ends meet
without sacrificing something they should not have to
give up—good health care, education, or child care.
Specifically, we will offer:

★ Tax credits to help families afford health care, including

tax credits for small businesses,

★ A tax credit to make four years of college affordable 

to all Americans. Specifically, we will offer a tax credit

on $4,000 of tuition for all four years of college,

★ A tax credit to make child care more affordable, 

cutting taxes by $800 for the typical middle-class family

with two children in child care.

Office of Management and Budget, FY 2005; Kerry–Edwards Campaign
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Even as we work to ease the squeeze, we will make sure
to protect middle-class families that have been driven
into debt by the combination of lagging incomes and
climbing costs. We will crack down on unfair credit card
and mortgage lending practices that make personal debt
far worse, cost families their homes, and drive working
people toward bankruptcy. 

A strong economy requires trust in our economy.
Investors need to trust that their money is being managed
honestly and in their best interests. Workers need to trust
that their pensions are secure. And consumers need to trust
the products they buy. The great majority of chief executive
officers are hardworking and honest, but we have seen
what happens when a few corporations break the rules and
break the trust of their shareholders and workers. We will
work for corporate responsibility to increase transparency
and protect the rights of investors and workers.

We will also fight to ensure that our legal system is
working to establish the rules and incentives that are need-
ed for the economy to function—without wasting time or
money. One way we punish wrongdoing and deter mis-
conduct is through our courts. Our courts—and in partic-
ular, the juries of regular citizens at their heart—play a
central role in making sure that even the most powerful
interests are held accountable, and even the most vulnera-
ble people have protections. At the same time, there is no
question that abuses of our legal system have hurt compa-
nies and individuals who are acting responsibly. 

Frivolous malpractice lawsuits and class actions
waste good people’s time and money. That is wrong, and
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we support reforms that prevent and punish these
abuses—while at the same time preserving the principles
of responsibility and fairness that make our system work.

Our plan is not just aimed at strengthening families
in the middle class; we are deeply committed to helping
families join the middle class. The great middle-class
expansion of the 1990s—that lifted our entire economy
with it—has been reversed. Three million families have
fallen into poverty under President Bush; in many states,
welfare rolls are beginning to rise again after being cut in
half during the late 1990s. It is time to turn that around
so all people who work hard and meet their responsibil-
ities have the chance to lift themselves out of poverty and
into the middle class. Our plan will:

★ Raise the minimum wage to $7.00 an hour by 2007. 

At this minimum wage a family of four with a full-time

worker would no longer be forced to raise their children

in poverty,

★ Increase tax credits for child care, an essential ingredient

in ensuring the continued success of work-based welfare

reform,

★ Defend and strengthen the Earned Income Tax Credit

(EITC), increasing the reward to work for the most

hard-pressed families and lifting millions out of poverty,

★ Invest in programs like Youthbuild that educate and 

prepare disadvantaged young people for jobs,

★ Encourage more women and minorities to pursue degrees

in math and science, which lead to high paying jobs,

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA

78

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 78



★ Invest in lifelong learning so that workers of all skill 

levels can access education and training to move up 

to better, higher paying jobs,

★ Encourage entrepreneurship in all our communities through

initiatives like the New Markets venture capital initiative.

★

RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE 

IS A WORKING WOMEN’S ISSUE

The minimum wage is a working women’s issue. Women

make up only 48 percent of the overall American workforce,

but 61 percent of the people who will get a raise when we

increase the minimum wage. People who live on the mini-

mum wage do not get cost of living adjustments—every year

that their costs climb but the minimum wage stays the same

is another year people living on the minimum wage can

afford less. Economists believe that the primary reason the

wage gap expanded between middle- and low-wage women

in the 1980s was the erosion in the minimum wage.

Our proposal to increase the minimum wage will espe-

cially help working mothers. There are 1.4 million working

mothers who will get a direct raise, and another 3 million

who could be helped.This will help mothers lift their families

out of poverty and put more food on the table. Increasing the

minimum wage to $7 would raise the annual earnings of a

full-time worker by about $3,800 a year—enough for a low-

income family to pay for ten months of groceries; eight

months of rent; or a year’s tuition at community college and

an entire year of health care expenses.

★
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If we are going to have a strong economy, we do not have
a person to waste. Discrimination should never get in the
way of accomplishment. We need to enforce civil rights
laws that bar employers from discriminating based on
skin color or disability, and we need new protections, like
one banning on-the-job discrimination based on sexual
orientation. We need to unleash the potential of
America, from our inner cities to our rural farmlands.
We must restore overtime protections for American
workers, and strengthen the right to organize. Achieving
our potential as a country means making the most of
everyone’s potential as an American.

We also need to start giving parents the tools they
need to live up to their responsibilities. The 1996 welfare
reform law focused on helping custodial parents—usu-
ally mothers—move from welfare to work. But we know
that children do better when they have two involved par-
ents, not just one. Today many parents are struggling
with the job of raising children and at the same time face
fewer opportunities and higher costs of child care, health
care, and education. We will offer greater opportunities
and job training to parents and in return, they will be
required to fulfill their responsibilities to their children,
including child support. That way we can strengthen fam-
ilies and communities at the same time.

We have an ironclad commitment to America’s middle-
class families. We know that the strong America of the 20th
century was built by the great American middle class and all
those who worked to join it. We understand that a strong
America today means a strong and growing middle class.
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We will champion middle-class interests and put middle-
class values at the heart of all that we do. We pledge to
honor work over wealth, and opportunity over privilege.
We will lead America into a real responsibility era, by ask-
ing those at the top to do right by their companies and their
workers; by challenging Americans to do right by their fam-
ilies, their communities, and their country; and by insisting
that Washington balance its books and do right by the tax-
payers for a change. We will fight for proven economic poli-
cies that bring prosperity to all Americans against discred-
ited ideological theories that only help those who are
already successful. We will lift middle-class incomes and cut
middle-class taxes. And we will hold Washington strictly
accountable for the impact of its policies on the American
families that are our most important economic resource.

INVESTING IN TOMORROW’S ECONOMY

One of President Bush’s economic advisors once memorably
said: “Computer chips, potato chips, what difference does it
make what we produce?” That attitude is sadly typical of the
Bush administration’s attitude toward the information-age
economy, which depends on key public investments and
policies aimed at spurring research and innovation. 

Our plan will help America’s innovators and entre-
preneurs maintain our edge in tomorrow’s economy
through two major avenues.

The first is support for basic scientific research. We will:

★ Boost the research budgets at the National Institutes of

Health, the National Science Foundation, NASA and the 
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Department of Energy, all of which have lost critical

research resources during the Bush administration,

★ Support the Advanced Technology Program which helps

finance high-potential projects that struggle to obtain

private-sector financing, 

★ Extend the Research and Development Tax Credit for

private R&D efforts,

★ Restore the scientific integrity of federal science review

panels, which the Bush administration has often stacked

with political appointees,

★ Invest aggressively in biotechnology research, where

huge breakthroughs affecting human health, agricultural

production, and new industrial projects are already

visible on the horizon,

★ Reverse the Bush administration’s ban on federally sup-

ported stem cell research which could soon produce

cures for a variety of lethal chronic diseases, including

diabetes, Parkinson’s Disease, and cancer.

★

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

Signed by 48 Nobel Laureates, June 21, 2004

Presidential elections present us with choices about our

nation’s future.We support John Kerry for president and urge

you to join us.

The prosperity, health, environment, and security of

Americans depend on presidential leadership to sustain our

vibrant science and technology; to encourage education at
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home and attract talented scientists and engineers from

abroad; and to nurture a business environment that trans-

forms new knowledge into new opportunities for creating

quality jobs and reaching shared goals.

President Bush and his administration are compro-

mising our future on each of these counts. By reducing

funding for scientific research, they are undermining the

foundation of America’s future. By setting unwarranted

restrictions on stem cell research, they are impeding

medical advances. By employing inappropriate immigra-

tion practices, they are turning critical scientific talent

away from our shores. And by ignoring scientific consensus

on critical issues such as global warming, they are threat-

ening the earth’s future. Unlike previous administrations,

Republican and Democratic alike, the Bush administration

has ignored unbiased scientific advice in the policy-making

that is so important to our collective welfare.

John Kerry will change all this. He will support strong

investments in science and technology as he restores fiscal

responsibility. He will stimulate the development and

deployment of technologies to meet our economic, energy,

environmental, health, and security needs. He will recreate

an America that provides opportunity to all at home or

abroad who can help us make progress together.

John Kerry will restore science to its appropriate

place in government and bring it back into the White

House. He is the clear choice for America’s next president.

★

We will redouble our nation’s commitment to closing the
“digital divide” and expanding the digital economy, which
will continue to transform how we work, communicate,
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shop, and relax, creating jobs and opportunity in the
process. Our plan will:

★ Make broadband universally accessible by providing 

tax credits for rural and underserved areas and the next

generation of high-speed broadband,

★ Provide broadband to all first responders by the end 

of 2006,

★ Take action to “can spam” and ensure online privacy 

to grow the digital economy,

★ Support efforts to create “digital signatures” that will

make e-commerce vastly more secure and convenient.

★

INVESTING IN BROADBAND 

IS AN INVESTMENT IN AMERICA’S FUTURE

Over the past four years, the United States has dropped from

4th to 10th in broadband use.Countries such as South Korea

and Japan are now deploying networks that are 20 to 50

times faster than what is available in the United States.This

administration’s short-sighted economic plan does not pro-

mote the competition, innovation, and investment necessary

to ensure high-speed data transmission, video-on demand,

and interactive delivery services are available to all

Americans.

Government research at the Defense Advanced

Research Projects Agency (DARPA) led to the creation of

the Internet and the government has an important but tem-

porary role to play in catalyzing the extension of broadband

to our entire nation.
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It is especially important in creating new opportunities

in areas of America—especially rural areas and some of

our inner cities—that are now all but cut off from the econ-

omy of tomorrow.The same Internet technologies that make

it possible to export technology and services jobs to India

can make it possible to create similar jobs in rural areas

here in America, which often enjoy a combination of low

business costs and high quality of life.

Economists at the Brookings Institution have estimat-

ed that advancing the transition to high-speed broadband

will expand the economy by $500 billion, including benefits

for consumers and producers. Another researcher has esti-

mated that a national high-speed broadband network would

create 1.2 million jobs, including high-skill,high-wage jobs in

communications and manufacturing.

Expanding high-speed broadband is the information-

age equivalent of the rural electrification initiatives of the

Roosevelt years: a strategic public investment that could

pay off a thousand times over in creating new economic

opportunities and spreading opportunity throughout our

population. It is an investment opportunity that we literally

cannot afford to pass up.

★

Building a strong economy starts with world-class 

education and training.

Today, Americans compete with workers on every conti-
nent. Information flows across oceans. High-wage jobs are
more dependent than ever on high-level skills. In America,
60,000 engineers graduate a year—about one-tenth the
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number produced by India and China. No wonder we are
falling behind in the competition for high-skill jobs.

Like no time in history, a good job requires a good edu-
cation and good skills. A competitive workforce is an edu-
cated workforce. In the global economy, education pays.

That is why our strategy to build a strong economy
includes a detailed plan to reform education in
America—from preschool to graduate school. Our plan
will keep the federal government’s bargain with
America’s schools to leave no child behind; it will throw
open the doors of college like never before by making it
more affordable; it will encourage students to become
scientists and engineers; and it will make sure every per-
son willing to work hard has the chance to learn the
skills he or she needs to succeed in today’s economy.

★

LEE IACOCCA: 

WHY JOHN KERRY IS BETTER FOR BUSINESS

Lee Iacocca is one of America’s most respected can-do

leaders. He made his career responding to a changing

world. When foreign automakers were out-competing

Americans in the 1980s, Lee Iacocca sent profits soaring

after he introduced a spacious, family vehicle that no other

automaker wanted to take a chance on: the minivan.

Even though he endorsed George W.Bush in 2000,Lee

Iacocca believes John Kerry is the best choice in this elec-

tion to lead America through the challenges we face ahead.

“I’ve met privately with John Kerry, I’ve talked with

him, I read all his position papers, and I would suggest

you do likewise. I like him. And I’m endorsing him to be
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our next president because I like what he says about get-

ting every American a fair shot at a secure, well-paying

job so they can provide for their families and enjoy life a

little more,” he said at an event in San Jose in June.

“John Kerry would make a great commander-in-

chief, I have no doubt about that. He would also make

one hell of a CEO.That’s what a president is.

“He knows how to surround himself with good peo-

ple, and he knows how to set priorities. He’s a doer. And

he does know how to make a tough decision now and

then, believe me.

“We need a leader who is really dedicated to creat-

ing millions of high-paying jobs all across the country.The

bottom line is simple: we need a new CEO and president.”

★

Our plan to build a strong economy is broad and ambi-
tious, but also specific and responsible. It is based on
proven strategies, but it is adapted to today’s challenges.
It offers a clear and specific alternative to the poor eco-
nomic record and missing economic plan of President
Bush. But most of all, we offer it in the sure knowledge
that America’s best, strongest, most prosperous days lie
ahead. All we have to do is return to a path shaped by
the enduring values of America: opportunity, responsibil-
ity, honesty, fair play, and great rewards for hard work.
That is how we give all our people the chance to succeed.
That is how we keep on building the America we believe
in. That is how we keep the promise of America.
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FAMILY 

Chapter Three

We can build an America with strong, 

healthy families where quality 

health care and world-class education 

are affordable and available 

to every American. 

John Kerry

★
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★

A World-Class Education for All

Family is the center of everyday American life. Our parents
are our first protectors, first teachers, first role models, and
first friends. Parents know that America’s great reward is the
quiet but incomparable satisfaction that comes from build-
ing their families a better life. Strong families, blessed with
American opportunity, guided by personal faith, and filled
with American dreams are the heart of a strong America.

We believe that a strong America begins at home
with strong families, and that we can help empower
parents to build strong families. 

The simple bargain at the heart of the American
Dream offers opportunity to every American who takes
the responsibility to make the most of it. And that bar-
gain is the great source of American strength, because it
unleashes the amazing talent and determination of our
people. As our people seize the opportunity to build a
better life, they build a stronger country.

Now, like never before, education is the key to that
opportunity, essential to a strong America. We believe in an
America that offers the best education to all our children—
wherever they live, whatever their background. Period.

That means:

★ Every child comes to school ready to learn,

★ Every student is held to high standards, and every

school has the resources and responsibility to meet

those standards,
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★ Every classroom has a great teacher, and every student

gets enough personal attention to foster a talent and help

with a difficulty,

★ Every teenager expects to graduate from high school

with a meaningful diploma,

★ Every qualified young person who wants to go to 

college can afford it,

★ Every adult who needs additional job training can get it.

Today our government ignores the shameful truth that
the quality of a child’s education depends on the wealth
of that child’s neighborhood. Our best public schools are
the best schools in the world, but too many children go
to schools that just do not work. Too many children who
beat the odds and succeed in school cannot afford to go
on to college. And too many adults who need additional
training are not able to get it.

In this White House, education is an easy promise—
easy come, and easy go. When President Bush signed the
No Child Left Behind Act, he said the right things—he
asked more from our schools and pledged to give them the
resources to get the job done. And then he promptly broke
his word, providing schools $27 billion less than he had
promised, literally leaving millions of children behind.
Over the last four years, college tuitions have risen by 35
percent, pricing 220,000 students out of college. Yet President
Bush tried to cut financial aid for 84,000 students.

We believe that a strong America begins at home
with strong families, and that strong families need the
best schools. We believe schools must teach fundamental
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skills like math and science, and fundamental values like
citizenship and responsibility. We believe providing
resources without reform is a waste of money, and
reform without resources is a waste of time. And we
believe leaders who expect students to learn responsibil-
ity should start by keeping their own promises.

Our plan for investing in the education and skills of
our people begins with a simple pledge: we will keep the
federal government’s promise to Leave No Child Behind. 

We both voted for that landmark legislation, which
created a new bargain with states and school districts: we
will ask more from you, and we will make sure you have
the resources to get the job done. The Bush administra-
tion has broken that promise; we will keep it.

But we also believe that No Child Left Behind is only
the beginning. That is why we have offered a plan to fin-
ish the job of education reform.

Nothing has a bigger impact than a teacher on the
quality of a child’s education. We will make an intensive
effort to put a great teacher in every classroom, starting
with a new bargain: offering teachers more, and asking
more in return. Our plan will:

★ Raise teacher pay, especially in the schools and subjects

where great teachers are in the shortest supply,

★ Improve mentoring, professional development, and 

new technology training for teachers, instead of leaving

teachers to sink or swim,

★ Create rigorous new tests for new teachers,
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★ Provide higher pay for teachers who have extra skills

and excel in helping children learn,

★ Ensure fast, fair procedures for improving or removing

teachers who do not perform well on the job, while 

preserving protections from arbitrary dismissal.

Instead of pushing private school vouchers that funnel scarce
dollars away from public schools, we will support innova-
tions within the public school arena—smaller schools, single-
sex schools, and most of all, charter public schools that give
teachers, parents, civic organizations, and social entrepre-
neurs the chance to pursue educational excellence under a
simple guideline: flexibility in exchange for tangible results.

We also need a national campaign to raise graduation
rates. Today 3 in 10 young people do not finish high
school—and that is true for half of Hispanics, African-
Americans, and Native Americans. In America, that is just
intolerable. We will keep better track of graduation rates to
hold schools accountable for raising them. Working with
colleges, community groups, and faith-based organiza-
tions, we will offer more tutoring and mentoring to kids at
risk. And when big high schools are not working, we need
to make them smaller so kids get the attention they deserve.

Our plan will invest in afterschool programs that
give students extra help and give parents peace of mind.
We will also rebuild schools that are falling apart.

We will expand access to college and make it more
affordable. The centerpiece of our plan is a college
opportunity tax cut for middle-class families and a new
bargain with the states. We will:
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★ Offer a College Opportunity Tax Credit on $4,000 of

tuition for all four years of college that will dramatically

reduce college costs for millions of students, especially

those who pay their own way and can least afford 

college now,

★ Simplify the student aid process, with shorter forms 

and better information about how to get aid,

★ Offer states $10 billion for higher education, if they 

will keep tuition increases in line with inflation for 

the next two years,

★ Offer hundreds of thousands of young people the 

opportunity to pay for college by serving our country for

two years. We will pay for that initiative by reforming

our student loan system—making sure that the profits 

of banks are set by an auction in the marketplace, not by

lobbyists in Congress.

★

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITY THROUGH SERVICE: 

JOHN KERRY AND YOUTHBUILD

“One of my proudest achievements as a senator is the

YouthBuild program.In 1991 I visited a YouthBuild program

and was deeply impressed by the young people I met and the

impact the program had on their lives.When I wrote the leg-

islation that provided the funding for the national YouthBuild

program, I knew that it was a wonderful program that had

the potential to help young people, but over the years I have

been amazed by how successful the program has been and the

difference it has made in the lives of young people.
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YouthBuild is the only national program that gives

young adults the chance to contribute to their community

through housing construction and the opportunity to

learn basic education toward a diploma, learn skills train-

ing toward a decent paying job, develop leadership, find

adult mentors and participate in a supportive community.

Over the past ten years, 25,000 young people have pro-

duced over 10,000 unites of low-income housing. Burnt-

out shells and abandoned buildings have come to life as

attractive homes in communities where there’s a critical

need for housing. And at the same time that YouthBuild

is turning around communities, it is turning around lives.

Because what the students are building is not just houses,

but a better future for themselves and their families.”

—John Kerry

★

Getting into college is one thing; getting a degree is another.
Today almost 50 percent of college freshmen do not grad-
uate, and more than 60 percent of minorities never wear a
cap and gown. We will strengthen preparation for college
by expanding the GEAR-UP program to reach 2 million
children a year. We will work with states to establish a
more rigorous high school curriculum—one that prepares
students for college or for higher-paying jobs. And we will
create a small but strategic College Completion Fund that
rewards colleges for graduating more of the students who
have the highest risk of dropping out. 

Nothing is more important to America’s economic
success today than our excellence in math and science. 

But America is losing the math and science race. Less
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than one-third of American students are “proficient” in
math and science, according to the National Assessment of
Educational Progress, and even at top universities, 20 percent
of math classes are at a remedial level. As we mentioned,
America graduates one-tenth the number of engineers pro-
duced by India and China. And fewer than 30 percent of sci-
entists and engineers are female, African Americans, or
Hispanic. If women and minorities joined fields like comput-
er science, engineering, and physical science in proportion to
their share of the total population, those shortages would be
virtually eliminated. We will boost the number of scientists
and engineers our colleges and universities produce. 

Our plan will:

★ Improve math and science teaching in our high schools,

by giving teachers special training and partnering schools

with colleges and science-based businesses, 

★ Double National Science Foundation scholarships for

graduate studies in math, science, and engineering, 

★ Create a national campaign to attract women and 

minorities into math and science studies beginning in 

middle school, with innovations that include girls-only 

science and math schools, specialized afterschool programs,

summer camps, and innovative ideas championed by 

leaders like Sally Ride, America’s first female astronaut.

Balancing work and family.

We believe that helping parents balance their work and
family obligations is vital to building strong families.
Today, most married families are working 12 hours more
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than in 1977. That means 12 hours less time to spend
helping their kids with homework after school, eating
dinner, or going to the ballgame. About 1 in 3 middle
school students care for themselves after school, hours
during which students are more likely to encounter
drugs, alcohol and gangs. 

We will help parents by expanding afterschool
opportunities to another 2 million children, through a
“School’s Open ’Til 6” plan that meets the needs of
working parents and focuses on good transportation to
high-quality afterschool programs. 

We will also help parents afford high-quality child
care. High-quality early care and education are critical
to success in school, the ability to have good relation-
ships, and healthy development. Since 2000, child care
costs have risen at twice the rate of inflation. We will
raise the child care tax credit and ensure the credit
benefits moderate-income families by making it par-
tially refundable. And we will allow stay-at-home par-
ents of infants to receive support from the tax credit.

We believe that churches and faith-based institu-
tions play in important role in supporting strong
families and strong communities. We will encourage
these vital institutions to continue to play the role they
have always played—as leaders, teachers, and guides
in our communities. We will support faith-based efforts,
including providing financial support, in a way that
honors our Constitution and civil rights laws, and in a
way that values the role of faith in building stronger
families and communities.
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★

Affordable Health Care for All Americans

We believe not just that a strong America begins at home,
but that a strong America begins in the home. And just as
government’s first responsibility is the health and safety of
its people, parents’ first responsibility is the health and
safety of their children.

But today, a family’s ability to ensure that all its
members get the quality health care they deserve is chal-
lenged like never before. America has the best health care
system in the world—for those who can afford it. But
tens of millions of Americans pay too much and get too
little from our health care system, and tens of millions
more have no health insurance at all.

Roughly 44 million Americans have no health insurance
at all. More than 80 million Americans went without health
care coverage at some point during the last two years. Even
those with heath care coverage have seen costs soar dramat-
ically—health insurance has increased by more than $2,600
for the typical family over the last three years. When that is
combined with a $1,500 loss in income for the average fam-
ily, it is obvious that middle-class families are being squeezed. 

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA

98

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 98



[Kaiser Family Foundation; Census Bureau]

Skyrocketing health care costs not only hurt our families—
they hurt our economy. Small businesses cannot expand
because they cannot afford to provide health coverage for
their employees. Bigger businesses have trouble competing
in the global economy because of the high cost of health
care. Raises that workers need and deserve are swallowed
by rising insurance premiums.

But the Bush administration has put drug companies
and HMO profits above family health and small busi-
ness costs. Total health care costs increased four times as
fast as wages in the last year alone. Prescription drug
spending has more than doubled during the past five
years. Rising health care costs have forced businesses to
slow hiring and shift jobs to part-time and temporary
workers, many of whom lack health insurance. Yet the
president has no plan to address any of these challenges.
The few proposals he has offered would actually make
the health care crisis worse by further dividing the system
between one that is affordable for the healthy and
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wealthy, and one that is unaffordable for the elderly, the
sick, and increasingly, for America’s broad middle class.

[Kaiser Family Foundation]

Families and businesses across the country are struggling
to pay for rising health care costs. We have met people like
John and Mary Ann Knowles. John lost his job a year and
a half ago, and Mary Ann has breast cancer. And even
while she is undergoing chemotherapy, she still has to go
to work every day—just to hang onto their health insur-
ance. That is the story of millions of Americans. 

We believe that America can and must do better, and
we are going to attack the health care crisis with a thor-
ough and comprehensive approach. Our goal is simple:
quality, affordable health coverage for all Americans to
keep our families healthy, our businesses competitive,
and our country strong.
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Affordable and accessible health care for all Americans.

It is morally wrong to tolerate an America with so many
uninsured and underinsured Americans. Working
Americans who do not have health insurance live in the
neighborhoods we call home. We see them every day
behind the counter and around the corner. They build
America’s houses, run our small businesses, bag our gro-
ceries, and care for our elderly and our kids. And some
American families, more than others, tend to fall through
the cracks of our health care coverage system:

★ Employees who work for small businesses that cannot

afford to provide health insurance,

★ Middle-class families whose breadwinners are 

between jobs,

★ Self-employed Americans, independent contractors, 

and part-time or temporary workers who cannot get

coverage from their employers and cannot afford to 

buy coverage on their own,

★ People near, but not at, the age where Medicare becomes

available, who often cannot get affordable private health

insurance. This is even more likely for those who lose

their jobs, retire early, or suffer from chronic diseases,

such as diabetes.

But no matter why people are uninsured, the consequences
can be devastating. The uninsured are more likely to file
bankruptcy because of mounting health care bills, less likely
to get regular checkups, and less likely to detect a disease in
its early and most treatable forms. And it is also a serious
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economic problem. When some Americans do not have
health care, all Americans pay the cost. Americans who do
not have health insurance often do not get the preventive
care they need. When they get sick, they go to emergency
rooms and the bill is paid by other patients or taxpayers. In
2004, Americans are expected to pay $41 billion dollars for
this “uncompensated care,” with state and local govern-
ments, and taxpayers, paying the most. 

A health care plan for every child.

A strong, healthy nation starts with healthy children.
Every parent knows the fear of waking up to the cries

of a sick baby or a child with an ear infection that will
not go away. As parents, we both remember the count-
less times we called that first pediatrician to get answers
to every last question. 

But far too many parents have another fear, on top
of their child’s health. They worry that a sick child means
financial ruin. There are more than eight million unin-
sured children in our nation. These children are less likely
to get a routine checkup, or to get treatment for common
ailments like asthma. They miss more days of school. It
is a disgrace that eight million children lack health insur-
ance in the richest nation on earth.

Our plan starts by providing health insurance for every
child in America. Under the Kerry-Edwards plan, the feder-
al government will pay the full costs for the 20 million chil-
dren in the Medicaid program. In return, we will ask states
to expand coverage to children in families with higher
incomes than are currently eligible, as well as low-income
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adults. This plan will expand coverage to millions of people
and provide much needed relief for states that are strug-
gling under persistent growing budgetary pressures. 

The plan will also simplify the health care system so we
can prevent children from falling through the cracks. Right
now, there are millions of kids who are eligible for federal-
state health insurance programs but are not signed up.
There are lots of reasons—sometimes the enrollment forms
require the skills of an accountant to figure out. Some states
make parents sign up every six months in person, making
it virtually impossible for a parent who cannot get time off
or afford to lose a whole day of work. Some parents do not
even know these programs are available. 

Under our plan, kids will be signed up automatically
at hospitals, community health centers, and schools. And
$5 billion in enrollment bonuses will be available to states
as an incentive to find uninsured children and keep them
covered. Children do not choose their parents. They do
not choose whether to have health insurance. Children
deserve a good start—with both high quality education
and health care. Under our plan, every child in America
will have health insurance, and every parent will have a
little more peace of mind.

Giving all Americans access to the same quality health

care offered to Congress.

Too many people who do not have employer-based cov-
erage do not have access to affordable health insurance.
A recent study found that only one in ten applicants who
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need health care in the individual market can get insur-
ance that is affordable and meets their medical needs. 

Small businesses often face the same challenge.
Without the buying power of a large corporation, they
have a hard time getting high-quality, affordable health
plans for their employees. 

That is why our approach gives every American the
right to buy the same coverage that Members of
Congress give themselves. This is good coverage at a rea-
sonable cost, with plenty of choices among private plans.

In addition to guaranteeing access to the
Congressional Health Plan for all Americans, we will
provide additional help for those who need the most help: 

★ Americans between the ages of 55 and 64 years old often

have the hardest time finding an affordable health plan,

because they tend to have more expensive health needs.

Our plan provides millions of low and moderate income

Americans in this age group with a 25 percent tax credit

to help pay the cost of their premiums,

★ Americans who are between jobs often cannot afford

health insurance, and some of them are not eligible for

any plan at all. Our plan helps low and moderate

income Americans between jobs by offering them a 

75 percent tax credit to help pay for their premiums,

★ Small business employees are far less likely to have

health insurance than employees of large business

because health insurers tend to charge small businesses

higher premiums for the same coverage. We will make

health care more affordable for small businesses by 
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offering them a tax credit that covers up to 50 percent 

of their premium contribution for low- to moderate-

income employees,

★ Finally, low-to-moderate income individuals whose

employers do not provide them with coverage will get a

tax credit to help pay the cost of participating in the 

Congressional Health Plan. 

Under our plan, we will make sure that 95 percent of
Americans, including all children, have health coverage.
Our plan will provide health coverage for 27 million
people who are currently uninsured.

Keeping down spiraling health costs.

At the center of our strategy to address the health care
crisis is a plan to control spiraling health care costs. This
is critical to keeping American businesses competitive in
the world and for providing relief to middle class families
who are being squeezed. 

We have a public-private system that excels at
innovation and has some of the best health care pro-
fessionals in the world. But it is delivered by an enor-
mous, low-tech bureaucracy—especially in the private
sector—that soaks up $30 billion a year. That means
that nearly one quarter of all our health care spending
pays for preparing, submitting, calculating, paying,
and collecting medical bills. 

We lead the world in pharmaceutical research and
development, but our products are often too expensive,
especially for seniors who require costly drugs to treat
chronic illnesses. So it is hard to understand how those same
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drugs—made by American companies—can be available
for a fraction of the cost just over the border in Canada.

If left unchecked, the mounting cost crisis will
result in a health care system that is the world’s best
for those who can afford it, and all but unreachable
for those who cannot.

We have a plan to hold down costs, eliminate waste,
and promote preventive care, better medicine, and dis-
ease management. These steps will improve the quality
of health care and make it more affordable.

We will hold down health care premiums without
relying on price controls or other outmoded approaches.
We will begin by focusing on the largest driver of ris-
ing premiums: catastrophic health care costs. Health
insurance claims for more than approximately $50,000
are less than one half of one percent of all claims—but
they are 20 percent of medical expenses for private
insurers. They boost premiums for everybody, bank-
rupt families with little or no insurance, and keep
many small businesses from offering health coverage
to their employees altogether. 

Our plan offers employers a new bargain that will hold
down costs and expand coverage. Under this bargain, the
federal government will pick up 75 percent of the cost of
catastrophic health claims for employers who agree:

★ To provide quality coverage for their employees,

★ To share savings from lower premiums with their employees,

★ To adopt disease management programs and other incen-

tives to improve overall employee health and reduce costs.
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This innovative plan will reduce a family’s annual health
care premiums by up to $1,000 and help expand
employer-based coverage. At the same time, it will push
the entire health care system toward better and more
cost-effective medical practices. This proposal will also
stabilize health care costs for businesses and insurance
companies, and make those costs more predictable so
businesses can improve their plans for the future.

We will improve the quality of care and enhance the effi-
ciency of the medical system by cutting billions of wasted
dollars in administrative processing and paperwork. As we
mentioned, an astonishing 25 percent of total health care
expenditures in the economy is spent on non-medical
costs—mostly paperwork. Settling a single transaction in the
health care system can cost as much as $25, while banks
have cut their costs to less than a penny per transaction by
using modern technology. If hospitals, doctors’ offices, and
health insurers use the same technologies now used through-
out the rest of the private sector, they can radically reduce
transaction costs. At the same time, they can expand use of
medical best practices and reduce deadly medical errors. 

All of this can—and must—occur in a system that
rigorously protects patients’ privacy. To promote an
information-age revolution in our health care system,
our plan will:

★ Require private insurers who do business with the 

federal government—through programs like Medicare,

Medicaid, and the Veterans Administration—to adopt

advanced information systems to manage medical

records and financial book-keeping,
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★ Give health care providers bonuses for streamlining

paperwork and using electronic medical record and

billing systems,

★ Establish a goal to ensure that all Americans have

secure, private medical records by 2008. This will not

only cut costs, but eliminate unnecessary tests and 

drastically reduce medical errors.

We are committed to affordable health care, and we are
committed to quality health care. We will not accept one
without the other. 

A recent Institute of Medicine study found that between
44,000 and 98,000 people die of medical errors every year.
The vast majority of injuries come not from negligent doc-
tors or hospitals, but from outmoded practices, habits, and
systems that are poorly designed to protect patients from
errors. The gap between best practices and typical practices
is extremely wide. We must close this gap for many chronic
diseases, such as diabetes, stroke, congestive heart failure,
and arthritis. Reducing the number of medical errors will
save and improve tens of thousands of lives—and it will also
save money that would otherwise be spent fixing mistakes.

★

REDUCING HEALTH CARE COSTS IS GOOD 

FOR BUSINESS:

Rising health costs have played an important role in the job

losses America has experienced in the last several years,

especially in high-wage sectors like manufacturing. The

large jump in health costs has led employers to either
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reduce their hiring or shift more workers to temporary or

part-time jobs that do not have health benefits.

The largest job losses have been in the industries that

have the best health benefits. For example, between 2000

and 2002 employment went down 13 percent for carmakers

but went up 1 percent for car dealers.Part of the reason for

this dramatic difference is health benefits.Automobile man-

ufacturers get much more generous health benefits (total

benefits are 25 percent of compensation) compared to auto

dealers who get much less generous benefits (only 13

percent of compensation). In contrast, Canada has seen job

growth across the board, including in manufacturing, in part

because health costs do not vary across sectors.

Industry Benefits as a Change in 
Share of Total Employment
Compensation 2000-02

Motor Vehicles 
(manufacturing) 25% -13%
Primary Metals 20% -19%
Construction 17% 0%
Car Dealers 13% +1%
Food Service 11% +4%
[Bureau of Economic Analysis]

Health care costs continue to drag down employment

gains. Mark Zandi of Economy.com recently reported that

the current trend of low-wage job growth is based on

employers’ unwillingness to hire employees with high-benefit

packages. The high price of health care is pushing down

the growth of high-paying, high-quality jobs.

★

The next part of our plan to reduce health care costs will
improve the quality of care, reduce medical errors, and
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ensure healthier lives for all Americans by encouraging
and rewarding disease management and prevention
efforts. To reduce injuries and deaths from inadequate
care, our plan would: 

★ Provide financial incentives to help providers and 

purchasers improve quality, including upfront capital

investments for enhancing infrastructure in hospitals 

and other medical facilities,

★ Reward health care organizations and physicians with

financial bonuses for investing in modern information

systems,

★ Provide economic incentives to encourage the use of

computers in prescribing medicine, because this can

reduce medication errors by 80 percent or more,

★ Making medical errors transparent by changing the 

culture and habits in health care so that errors and

patient injuries are immediately discovered and 

disclosed to prevent them from happening again.

Finally, our plan will take steps to curb the rising cost of
medical malpractice insurance, which not only raises over-
all health care costs but also threatens Americans’ choice
of providers in the health care system. Access to care is
threatened as more providers are leaving their practices
due to ever-increasing malpractice insurance premiums.
Improvements can and should be made to our medical lia-
bility system. Lawsuits should be the last, not the first, line
of defense. While we oppose arbitrary caps on malpractice
suits that impose the biggest burdens on the victims
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wronged the most, our plan will reduce unnecessary mal-
practice costs through five measures. We will:

★ Oppose punitive damages except in cases where inten-

tional misconduct, gross negligence, or reckless indiffer-

ence to life can be established,

★ Require that individuals making medical malpractice

claims first go before a qualified medical specialist to

make sure a reasonable grievance exists,

★ Require states to ensure the availability of non-binding

mediation in all malpractice claims before cases proceed

to trial, 

★ Support sanctions against plaintiffs and lawyers who

bring frivolous medical malpractice claims, including a

“three strikes and you’re out” provision preventing

lawyers who file three frivolous cases from bringing

another suit for 10 years,

★ Eliminate the special privileges that allow insurance

companies to fix prices and collude in ways that increase

medical malpractice premiums.

In the end, our plan to reduce health care costs focuses
on applying 21st century efficiency to a system that has
gone decades without real reform. Modernized medicine
works better and costs less—we can increase health care
quality while we decrease health care costs for families,
employers, and government. And that is exactly what
our plan will do.
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Making prescription drugs affordable.

In the last year alone, prescription drug prices rose by 17
percent, four times the inflation rate. 

[Kaiser Family Foundation]

The Medicare prescription drug benefit enacted by
Congress last year was long-overdue recognition that pre-
scription drugs are central to modern health care, especially
in managing the chronic illnesses of so many seniors. But
the new benefit is too costly, too complex, and woefully
inadequate for seniors. It is no wonder a majority of seniors
have refused to get the new drug discount cards. Despite
much Bush administration election-year hoopla, price dis-
counts have already been outstripped by rising prices.
Many drugs in high-demand—like Lipitor, Prevacid, and
Zocor—cost more with the new discount cards than they
cost on the Internet. The unfortunate truth is that the real
beneficiaries of the Bush prescription drug benefit are the
drug companies and HMOs that have been guaranteed
what is essentially an open-ended corporate subsidy.

Drug companies should make a profit in return for their
investment in the research and development that produce
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life-saving drugs and other critical medicine. But we oppose
anti-competitive policies that force American seniors to pay
excessive prices on new drugs and prevent Americans from
accessing cheaper generic and imported drugs.

[“New Medicare Drug Cards Offer Few Discounts,” Minority Staff, Committee
on Government Reform, U.S. House of Representatives, April 2004.]

Our plan for prescription drugs for seniors will:

★ Give Americans access to the discounts available in

Canada and other countries by allowing re-importation

of safe, FDA-approved prescription drugs,

★ End artificial barriers to the availability of less expensive

generic drugs,

★ Require the federal government to negotiate better prices

for prescription drugs through programs like Medicare,

★ Demand disclosure of real costs and profits from the

pharmacy benefit managers who control drug benefits

for more than 200 million Americans under both public

and private health plans,
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Schedule

Lipitor
(10mg, 30 cap)

$71.19 $74.72 $62.99 $40.10

Prevacid
(30mg, 30 cap)

$130.68 $147.01 $120.99 $53.90

Zocor
(40 mg, 30 tap)

$128.69 $124.32 $123.99 $69.27

Aricept
(10 mg, 30 cap)

$139.11 $132.39 $127.99 $76.51
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★ Give states incentives to negotiate better drug prices for

participants in Medicaid and state employee health plans,

★ Overhaul the new Medicare drug benefit to ensure that

seniors are not forced into HMOs. 

Protecting seniors’ health care.

We are committed to guaranteeing quality health care for
seniors, offering them real options for health coverage,
and ensuring that they have access to affordable long-
term care.

Our plan will:

★ Ensure quality care throughout Medicare in every part 

of the country,

★ Give seniors a meaningful choice in health plans, and

not coerce them into HMOs,

★ Ensure quality nursing home care with adequate 

inspections, faster reimbursements, and better training

for nursing home workers,

★ Oppose efforts to abandon the national commitment to

long-term care by cutting Medicaid or forcing states to

take over key aspects of the program,

★ Let Medicaid pay for home and community-based care

options,

★ Give caregivers involved in long-term care greater access

to information, training, respite and counseling services.
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Passing a Patients’ Bill of Rights.

We will enact a real Patients’ Bill of Rights to put doctors
and nurses back in charge of making medical decisions
with their patients—instead of allowing HMO bureau-
crats to make medical decisions. Americans deserve the
right to choose their own doctor and have access to the
specialists they want to see.

Along with Senator Edward Kennedy and Senator
John McCain, we successfully fought to pass a Patients’
Bill of Rights through the Senate for the first time in his-
tory. President Bush has blocked this bipartisan effort
again and again. The Bush administration has even gone
to the Supreme Court to take the side of HMOs against
patients—preventing patients from suing an HMO that
has wrongfully denied them the medical care they need.
We will push for a real Patients’ Bill of Rights that holds
HMOs accountable for decisions that harm patients. We
will also protect patients by guaranteeing: 

★ A right to see the specialists they need,

★ A right to real emergency protections,

★ A real external appeals process that allows patients 

to appeal an HMO decision,

★ Whistleblower protections that allow health care workers

to report quality problems without fear of retaliation.

Investing in science to battle disease.

Americans deserve access to the best information about
illnesses and potential medical therapies and cures. We
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must look to the future with hope and confidence that
advances in medicine will advance our best values. From
working toward therapies for AIDS to working toward
a cure for cancer, America has always been a land of dis-
covery—of distant horizons and unconquered frontiers. 

As part of that discovery, we must reverse the Bush
administration’s restrictions on embryonic stem cell
research—supported by people from Nancy Reagan to
Christopher Reeve to Michael J. Fox. We must make the
funding of stem cell research a priority in our universities
and our medical community, while ensuring strict ethical
guidelines. More than 100 million Americans could
potentially benefit from this research, including those
suffering from Parkinson’s, diabetes, and cancer. Part of
our nation’s greatness lies in our leadership of great med-
ical discoveries, with our breakthroughs and our beliefs
going hand-in-hand. If we pursue the limitless potential
of our science—and trust that we can use it wisely—we
will save millions of lives and ease human suffering.

Helping vulnerable Americans.

Many of us have friends, family, co-workers, or neigh-
bors who struggle with a mental illness. We are commit-
ted to ending discrimination against Americans with
mental illnesses and ensuring equal treatment for mental
illness in our health system. 

We must also fight to ensure that people with disabil-
ities can meet their potential and participate fully in the
American Dream. Our vision is for an America that
ensures freedom, independence, and choices for people

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA

116

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 116



with disabilities. Part of that vision includes ensuring access
to affordable health coverage and removing barriers to
work. While we have made great strides by helping people
with disabilities return to work without losing their
health care, it is time to make sure that parents caring for
children with disabilities can keep their jobs without
worrying about paying their kids’ health care bills. We
will work to ensure that no one is kept in a nursing home
or institution if they prefer to live elsewhere and can do
so with the dignity they deserve. 

We must also address the unjust disparities in our
health care system—disparities often based on the color
of a person’s skin. Whether African Americans, Latinos,
Asian Americans or Native Americans, the fact is that
minorities continue to live less healthy lives and die
younger in America. African Americans are one-third
more likely than all other Americans to die from cancer.
They have the highest rate of hypertension in the world.
Latinos have the least insurance, with one in three having
no coverage at all. Native Americans struggle with what
can only be called the epidemic of diabetes, with rates
near 50 percent in certain tribes. Tremendous gains in
science and medicine have benefited millions of our cit-
izens, but too often they are out of reach for minorities.
We will work to eliminate these health disparities. From
expanding health insurance to 95 percent of Americans,
including for all our children, to improving language
access programs in medical facilities, to ensuring access
to quality care through greater disease management and
prevention efforts, the time is now to improve the health
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of those Americans who have been left behind because of
the color of their skin. 

Moreover, our health care system has left behind too
many of our nation’s heroes. We must honor veterans’
service by making sure they have access to medical services.
Returning soldiers should have the care they need to treat
wounds they received defending our country. In order to
renew America’s promise to its veterans, we will:

★ Fight for mandatory funding for veterans health care, 

★ Streamline the process so that veterans hear in a timely

manner about their status and their benefits,

★ End fully and immediately the “disabled veterans tax,”

under which military retirees who receive both veterans’

pensions and disability compensation must surrender a

dollar from their military retirement pay for every dollar

they get for disability compensation,

★ Support legislation to provide access to TRICARE, 

the military’s health care system, for all members of 

the National Guard and Reserves. 

Our goal, and our plan, is to make the best medicine the
standard for our health care system, and to make the best
of our health care system available and affordable for
every American. We believe in an America where every
family looks to the future with hope and excitement, with-
out worry that the cost of caring for its loved ones is too
great to bear; where health care is a right, not a privilege;
where strong, healthy families build a stronger America. 
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Conclusion: One America

★

Four years ago, President Bush promised the American
people that he would be a uniter, not a divider—but he
has been nothing of the sort.

He has sought political advantage in dividing people
on matters of faith and conscience.

He has offered countless negative attacks against
those who offer principled disagreement to his policies.

And his stubborn pursuit of a one-note economic
strategy has allowed divisions of opportunity, once closing,
to widen.

Today, some Americans have the best health care in
the world. Yet more and more Americans find them-
selves unable to afford insurance for their children or the
medicine they need.

Some Americans send their children to public
schools that are among the best in the world. But too
many others know that the buildings their children
study in are falling down, and quality teachers are in
terribly short supply. Very few Americans have reaped
huge rewards from the president’s tax cuts for those at
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the top. But most Americans are living on tighter and
tighter budgets, often making less and definitely paying
more than they did four years ago.

It does not have to be this way. And if the American
people give us the chance to lead America in a new
direction, it will not be this way.

Together, we will build one America.
One America—where every child has health insurance

and the best health care is affordable for every individual.
One America—where all our children go to schools

that their parents can be proud of, and that prepare them
to build a great life.

One America—where all our people have the chance
to prosper together; where the middle class is growing;
where incomes are rising because work is honored—not
just the wealth it creates; and where opportunity is a
birthright that needs only responsibility to redeem.

One America—where all our people can be proud of
the role we play in the world, and where people all around
the world look to us for inspiration and with respect.

With your help, we will build one America—strong
at home, respected in the world.

We will never pursue policies or allow tactics that
exploit differences or encourage division. To the contrary,
we will dedicate ourselves to building understanding and
closing divides. And wherever there is intolerance or
discrimination, we will be there to stand up and stand
against it.

The America we believe in is not a divided nation.
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The America we believe in is one great nation—built
by people persecuted for their own beliefs; brought to life
with a declaration that we are all created equal; and
raised up by the courage of citizens in each successive
generation determined to make our American Dream
come true.

That is the America we are meant to be. That is the
America we are fighting for. That is the America, with
your help, we will build.

Conclus ion: One America
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Clockwise from top:

July 7, 2004
John Kerry and John Edwards 
are cheered on by thousands in 

Dayton, OH during the second stop 
on their first campaign swing together. 

July 10, 2004
Senators John Kerry and John Edwards

share a laugh while tossing a football 
around on an Albuquerque, NM tarmac as

their campaign plane stood nearby. 

★  ★  ★
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Clockwise from top:

July 6, 2004
Senator John Kerry and wife Teresa Heinz Kerry 
share a smile while peering out into the Market 

Square crowd in Pittsburgh, PA just moments after
Senator Kerry named John Edwards to the ticket. 

June 6, 2004
John Kerry greets Veterans at the University of 

Minnesota, Minneapolis during a rally to mark the formal 
rollout of the National Veterans for Kerry Campaign.

May 7, 2004
John Kerry greets a veteran during a campaign 
stop in Louisiana. He is greeted by veterans as 

he touches down in every state in the nation. 
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Clockwise from top:

January 14, 2004
John Kerry address potential caucus 
goer in Iowa as Iowa Attorney General 
Tom Miller looks on (far left) just days 
before the Iowa caucuses.

July 7, 2004 
Senators Kerry and Edwards share 
a private moment in Pittsburgh before 
going out on the campaign trail 
together for the first time.
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Clockwise from top:

January 24, 2004
John Kerry skates with former 

professional hockey players 
during a campaign stop at 

the University of New Hampshire 
just days before the primary.

June 26, 2004
John Kerry speaks to the National
Association of Latino Elected and 

Appointed Officials in Washington DC.
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January 24, 2004
John Kerry, former professional hockey players 
and Kerry’s youngest fans recite the pledge of 
allegiance before playing hockey in New 
Hampshire just days before the state’s primary.

July 3, 2004
John Kerry visits with a supporter in 
Wisconsin during a campaign stop on his 
“Celebrating the Spirit of America” tour.

Clockwise from top:

June 16, 2004
John Kerry colors with 
a girl at the Marion
Franklin Community
Center in Columbus, OH
on a day where he talked
with Columbus families
about his plan to stop 
the middle class squeeze.
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Clockwise from top:

July 15, 2004
John Kerry addresses Philadelphia residents 

at the home of Bill and Mary Kay Bowden during 
his “Front Porch Tour: Hometown Values 

for a Stronger America.” 

May 10, 2004
Senator Kerry converses with health care 

workers in Edinborough, PA. Kerry shared his plan 
to provide health care to 99% of all Americans.

May 20, 2004
John Kerry embraces
Representative Mike

Honda (D-CA) while
meeting with Asian 
American leaders at 

Kerry’s DC headquarters. 

June 26, 2004
A supporter looks on as
Senator Kerry addresses 

the National Association
of Latino Elected and 
Appointed Officials in

Washington, DC.
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Clockwise from top:

June 29, 2004
Senator Kerry with Silvestre Herrera (center), 
a Medal of Honor winner for his service in 
France during WWII. Also pictured, fellow 
veteran Rick Leal, joins Kerry and Herrera 
at the National Council of La Raza in 
Phoenix, Arizona.

July 7, 2004
John Edwards works the crowd at a campaign 
rally in St. Petersburg, FL. This was one of his 
first joint appearances with Senator Kerry since 
joining the “New Team for a New America.”
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June 21, 2004  
John Kerry greets Christopher Chappell 

as he delivers a speech on “An Innovative
Economy” in Denver, CO. Kerry was
endorsed by 40 Nobel Prize winning 

scientists at this event.

January 23, 2004
John Kerry answers questions from New

Hampshire voters during a campaign stop
just days before the primary. His mantra to
every potential voter was ‘grill me’ and he
stayed until every question was answered. 

Clockwise from top:

July 3, 2004.
John Kerry tours the Dejno

family farm in Independence,
WI during his “Celebrating

the Spirit of America”. 
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Clockwise from top:

January 24, 2004 
John Kerry, campaigning in Derry, NH 
greets supporters at a restaurant just days
before the primary.

June 29, 2004  
John Kerry meets with supporters 
in Phoenix after speaking to the National
Council of La Raza.
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July 6, 2004
Moments after announcing Senator John Edwards 

as his choice for Vice President from Market Square 
in Pittsburgh, Senator John Kerry leaves the stage and

waves to supporters with wife, Teresa Heinz Kerry.

Counter-Clockwise 
from top:

July 3, 2004
Senator Kerry takes 
a break from the
“Celebrating the Spirit 
of America Tour” to 
visit a trap shooting 
range in Holmen, WI
where the sharp shooting
candidate hit almost 
every clay target. 
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Clockwise from top:

July 9, 2004 
Teresa Heinz Kerry, wife of Democratic Presidential 
nominee Senator John Kerry addresses a group of women
gathered in New York City to see the new campaign team.
Elizabeth Edwards, wife of Democratic Vice Presidential
nominee John Edwards looks on.

July 7, 2004
John Kerry addresses a crowd in St. Petersburg, FL 
during a multi-state swing to introduce the “New Team
for a New America.”

July 29, 2003
John Kerry strolls with an Iowa farmer while discussing
the issues most important to family farm owners.
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July 10, 2004 
John Kerry mingles with supporters during 

a rally in Raleigh, NC at Carolina State University. 

May 14, 2004 
Martin Ornelas-Quintero, Executive Director 

of LLEGO, and Dr. Marsha Martin, executive 
Director of Aids Action, talk with Senator Kerry 

after a meeting with national LGBT leaders.

Clockwise from top:

June 25, 2004 
John Kerry addresses thousands at 

his rally for America workers in Perry, OH. 
Sarah Bender stands at the podium. 
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Clockwise from top:

June 15, 2004
John Kerry chats with Lynette Farmer of 
Columbus, OH during a front porch visit. 
Kerry and Edwards have done a series 
of front porch tours bringing their 
campaign and their vision for America 
to everyday Americans.

July 10, 2004  
Over 25,000 people gathered to welcome 
John Edwards home as the running mate of  
John Kerry at a welcoming rally at North 
Carolina State University Raleigh. 
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Clockwise from top:

June 15, 2004 
John Kerry greets children during 

his Rally in the Park at a campaign 
stop in Columbus, OH.

July 4, 2004 
John Kerry walks in Cascade, 

Iowa's 4th of July parade with Iowans 
during his “Celebrating the Spirit of

America” tour of the heartland.
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Clockwise from top:

July 6, 2004
The families of John Kerry and John Edwards 
tour the Rosemont farm in Pittsburgh, PA 
on their first full day as campaign partners.

July 7, 2004 
The Kerry’s and the Edwards’ share a fun 
moment on stage in St. Petersburg, Florida on
their first campaign swing together.

December 31, 2004
John Kerry with Franklin LaMere aboard 
the “Real Deal Express” bus during a campaign 
swing during Sioux City, IA last year.
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July 3, 2004
John Kerry, on the road 
in Wisconsin during his
“Celebrating the Spirit 

of America” tour waves 
to onlookers from his 

campaign bus.

★  ★  ★

30425_JKP_4_C  7/23/04  9:18 AM  Page 16



Section Two★ ★

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 125



“Equal Justice and the Courts”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry 

at the Drake Law School Supreme Court Celebration,

Des Moines, IA, March 8, 2003  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .129

Excerpts from “A Lifetime of Service”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at American Legion,

Manchester, NH, May 19, 2003 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .141

“A Return to Fiscal Responsibility”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at Georgetown University,

Washington, D.C., April 7, 2004  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .147

“Protecting Our Environment for Future Generations”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry on Earth Day 2004,

Houston, TX, April 22, 2004 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .159

Excerpts from  “A Contract with America’s Middle-Class”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at 

the American Society of Newspaper Editors Convention 

Washington, D.C., April 23, 2004  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .167

“50th Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education:
Let America Be America Again”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at the Kansas State Capitol,

Topeka, KS, May 17, 2004 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .173

Table of Contents

★

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 127



“Security and Strength for a New World.”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at Pier 62,

Seattle, WA, May 27, 2004  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .181

“Strengthening Our Military”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at 

the Harry S. Truman Library and Museum,

Independence, MO, June 3, 2004  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .193

“Creating a New Community of the Americas”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry to the National 

Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials,

Washington, D.C., June 26, 2004  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .207

Excerpts from “Restoring American Leadership”
Remarks of Senator John Edwards 

at the Center for Strategic and International Studies,

Washington, D.C., October 7, 2002  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .219

Excerpts from “Protecting the Homeland”
Remarks of Senator John Edwards

at the Brookings Institution,

Washington, D.C., December 18, 2002  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .231

Excerpts from “Strategy of Prevention, Not Preemption”
Remarks of Senator John Edwards 

at Des Moines Public Schools Central Campus,

Des Moines, IA, December 15, 2003  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .237

Excerpts from “Two Americas”
Remarks of Senator John Edwards,

Iowa, January 5, 2004  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .243

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 128



129

“Equal Justice and the Courts”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at 

the Drake Law School Supreme Court Celebration

Des Moines, Iowa

March 8, 2003

★

We are here tonight to honor our next generation of
lawyers and to honor your state’s most esteemed jurists,
the Iowa Supreme Court. It is a Supreme Court whose
history is worthy of celebration. In 1868, the Iowa
Supreme Court ruled that a girl could not be denied
access to her neighborhood school because of the color
of her skin. The very next year, this Court ruled that
women could not be denied the right to practice law in
Iowa. And in 1873, Iowa’s high court ruled that an
African American woman who was a passenger on a
steamboat had the very same rights as the white passen-
gers traveling with her. 

These decisions were decades ahead of where most
of our nation stood when it came to recognizing the
rights of all Americans. I hope all of you take great pride
in this legacy. 

Thirty years ago this fall, I enrolled at Boston
College Law School at a time when the nation at large
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was catching up to some of those early Iowa decisions.
I went to law school as part of a generation at the cross-
roads. Vietnam had tested our faith in institutions and
transformed so many of us into activists knocking on
doors and raising our voices to hold the system account-
able from the outside. We’d seen that the law could be
an engine for progress, that barriers could be broken
when idealistic citizens gave voice to our fundamental
values inside a courtroom. We’d seen Attorney General
Bobby Kennedy send the National Guard into hostile
territory to face down Bull Connor and his snarling
police dogs. We’d read of a brilliant young lawyer by the
name of Thurgood Marshall, whose arguments in
Brown v. Board of Education led the Supreme Court to
strike down a false doctrine of “separate and unequal.”
We were marching for the ERA in the streets of New
York, but we had faith that the law would respond to
just impulses because Roe v. Wade had expanded the
meaning of equality and freedom for all Americans. 

I went to law school because I believed the struggle
for justice I’d seen in the movement against the war
could still be advanced in a courtroom. I still believed
the law was a way to give power to those who had
been denied it and to give a voice to the voiceless. I
couldn’t wait to put that belief to the test first as a stu-
dent prosecutor working in the DA’s office, and then 
as an assistant district attorney in Middlesex County,
Massachusetts. 

My faith in the law was reaffirmed. We modernized
the district attorney’s office and ended a backlog of
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thousands of cases to deliver justice on time. We took
on criminals who preyed on the weakest and most vul-
nerable members of our society. We helped kids who
were abused and neglected. We worked with police
who needed to know that we had reformed and revital-
ized the justice system so the criminals they risked their
lives to track down didn’t fall through the cracks of a
big bureaucracy. 

And we helped create one of the nation’s first rape
crisis crime units—at a time when violence against
women was a subject that was often swept under the rug.
I remember speaking with the women who would come
into our office. The terror they had experienced. The fear
that was in their eyes. But most of all, I remember their
dignity and determination in the face of the most terrible
crimes. It’s an every day reminder I carry around with me
about why I must do everything in my power to support
the rights of women and to take on the cowards that
attack our mothers, sisters, and daughters. 

I’m sure that many of the students who are gradu-
ating from this law school this year begin their legal
career for idealistic reasons of their own. I applaud you
and all your fellow students for your dedication to this
important profession. Yet, as you no doubt know from
your studies, you are beginning your legal careers in a
very different era. Instead of paving the path of equali-
ty and freedom, too many recent court decisions have
served as roadblocks. 

Make no mistake, there are many, many wonderful
judges sitting on the bench around the country and sitting

Equal  Just ice  and the  Cour ts
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in this room here tonight. They work every day in a legal
system that is overburdened. They do their level best to
implement our laws, make real our Constitution, and
protect our rights. They are respected in their communi-
ties and sources of pride for our country.

Despite all that, I believe we cannot afford to ignore
a disturbing trend in our judicial system. In the past
three years, courts have struck down or weakened
important sections of the Violence Against Women Act,
the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the Age
Discrimination in Employment Act. And they have con-
tinued to steadily erode the right to choose.

This change in the wind isn’t just a natural swing of
the pendulum, it isn’t a coincidence, and it isn’t an acci-
dent. It seems instead to be part of a process of politi-
cization in our legal system. This process should concern
all of us who look to the courts for justice and wisdom.

Drake Law School’s Supreme Court competition
was begun sixty-six years ago, in 1937, with the goal of
fostering good relations between the school, the bench,
and the bar. At that time, Americans feared that politi-
cians were trying to subvert the independence of the
courts. This concern is as important now as it was then.
Our courts should never be wholly owned subsidiaries
of one political party, one point of view, one ideology, or
one president. 

Last year, President Bush told an audience that,
“We’ve got to get good, conservative judges appointed
to the bench and approved by the United States Senate.”
With all due respect, I disagree. I don’t believe we need
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conservative judges or liberal judges or anything but
patriotic American judges who will enforce the laws and
the Constitution of the United States.

Whenever one party attempts to turn judicial deci-
sions into political debates, it causes Americans to doubt
the independence of the courts and to question their
role. But most importantly, it takes important issues out
of the realm of legislation and executive actions—areas
where the people, through their voice and their votes,
can exert influence. Instead, crucial choices on policy
matters are made by judges acting in a super-legislative
capacity. In these instances, the quality of justice for all
suffers. But those that suffer most, are those who most
need protections and equality. This includes minorities,
gays and lesbians. Tonight, I would like to focus my
remarks on women and what the politicization of justice
means to them and their lives.

Judicial nominees by the present administration
have records that I believe are troubling to American
women and those that support their equal rights. Judges
like Charles Pickering and Priscilla Owen have long
records of opposition to Roe v. Wade, have sought to
restrict laws barring sexual discrimination, have sup-
ported a ban on interracial marriage, and have worked
to narrow laws on gender discrimination. Nominations
to the courts should not be occasions to advance parti-
san agendas but rather opportunities to advance justice.

I believe recent judicial decisions and nominations
have made American women less safe and less secure—on
the job and on the streets. And I believe our government
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and our legal system needs to be back on the side of
women standing up for their security, ensuring their
safety, supporting their rights, and guaranteeing their
dignity. This nation can do no less.

I strongly feel that we do not need more judges that
embrace the types of views that led the Supreme Court to
recently strike down parts of the Americans with
Disabilities Act—a landmark piece of bipartisan legisla-
tion that is the equivalent to the Civil Rights Bill to those
with disabilities and the shining legacy of your great
Senator, Tom Harkin. Unfortunately, the Court found
that a nurse who had been demoted for missing work
because of her breast cancer treatments could not hold
her employers accountable for their actions under this act. 

And this year, the Court is looking at potentially
weakening the Family and Medical Leave Act. I have
joined a brief to the Court arguing that this fundamen-
tal protection for American women and families should
not be undermined. 

Our legal system, of course, extends beyond the
courts. Over the course of the past two years, Attorney
General Ashcroft has presided over an unfortunate
politicization of the Justice Department. Civil rights
enforcement has been cut back and anti-domestic vio-
lence efforts have been eliminated. 

But perhaps no decision better symbolizes what
judicial politicization means for American women than
the decision to strip down the Violence Against Women
Act. This piece of legislation told America, “We will
put the power of the federal government on the side of
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battered women who have had no voice.” Bonnie
Campbell, Iowa’s former Attorney General, led the
nation in recognizing the terrible toll of violence against
women. All Americans owe her a debt of gratitude.

The Violence Against Women Act was passed by
Republicans and Democrats alike. Not a single member
of the House of Representatives voted against it. Yet, the
right of women to sue their attackers in federal court
was struck down. 

And as if that weren’t enough, Nancy Pfotenhauer,
a strident opponent of the Violence Against Women Act,
was appointed to the government body which is charged
with guiding the Act’s implementation. Pfotenhauer
opposed the Violence Against Women Act when it was
in Congress and supported the challenge to it at the
Supreme Court. Talk about the fox guarding the chick-
en coop.

Pfotenhauer’s organization even claims that “the
battered women’s movement has outlived its useful
beginnings.” With studies showing that one in five
women will be victims of a rape or attempted rape in the
course of their lifetime, I’d say that the fight to prevent
violence against women is still in its useful beginnings.
We have a long way to go. 

I was proud to help lead the effort in 1994 to create
specialized anti-domestic violence efforts through the
COPS initiative. And we saw the number of domestic
violence incidents drop by about twenty percent in four
years. When that type of effort is completely eliminated,
I believe it sets us on the wrong track. 
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We need to be concerned about the affirmative
action initiatives which millions of American women
depend on for justice and fairness. And we must safe-
guard Title Nine of the Civil Rights Act. Just last week,
an administration commission on Title Nine came back
with recommendations that would gut a law that has
opened doors for millions of girls and young women.
These recommendations have been rejected on a bipar-
tisan basis and for good reason.

And finally there is the issue of choice. This issue is
about the right of American women to control their own
bodies, their own lives, and their own destinies. It is
about their right to make their own decisions in consul-
tation with their doctor, their conscience, and their God.

Anyone who has talked to or knows a woman who
has faced this dilemma knows how difficult, how
painful and how lonely it can be. We can’t go back to
the days of back alleys—days in which women were
shamed by the high and mighty and forced to put their
lives at risk. We can’t put women in the place where
their choice is to break the law and be branded a crimi-
nal. Women need access to information, to choices, and
to their legal rights.

It won’t surprise you to know I think that elections
for Congress and the Presidency are important. But
appointments to the bench are just as important—
maybe more so. Senators and presidents come and go.
Judges rule for a lifetime. Those of you in law school
now could be dealing with the rulings of some of these
new judges for most of your legal careers.
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And while they only see a tiny percentage of feder-
al cases, there is a reason the Supreme Court is the high-
est court in the land. It is there that debates are settled,
that doctrines are set, and that millions of Americans
look for justice and wisdom. In recent years, we have
seen a court that has split five to four on important
cases. With divisions so great, it is important that the
next appointment to the Supreme Court be an individ-
ual who can bring consensus, not conflict. At a time of
war, the American people have no stomach for another
partisan confirmation battle. If a retirement opens up,
our discussion should be an occasion to focus on the
Constitution and what’s right, not on confrontation
and wrangling. 

I believe we should work to expand the rights and
opportunities for women and help make it is easier to
be a good employee and a good parent. We should
strengthen and restore the Violence Against Women
Act and put the federal government foursquare on the
side of women who have been threatened, endangered,
and harmed.

We should improve the Family and Medical Leave
Act to help even more Americans care for their children
and their parents. Millions of Americans are struggling to
do right by their children and often their aging parents.
We need action to help them balance work and family.

We should protect Title Nine and its guarantee that
women get a fair shake. 

We should make sure that an equal days pay for an
equal days work is a reality and not just a slogan.
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And we must ensure that the right to choose is never
abridged, never weakened, and never taken away.

Through the appointments that are made to
important legal positions and through the actions we
take, we will make the lives of American women
stronger and more secure. Women deserve a govern-
ment that honors and respects them as individuals and
as citizens.

When we discuss laws and courts, judges and deci-
sions, it is sometimes easy to forget what is really at
stake. But at its heart, this issue is about more than
marble columns and majority opinions, more than
black robes and the black letter. It is about women like
Christy Brzonkala. Christy was in the September of her
first year at Virginia Tech when she stopped by the
room of two men one night on her way home from a
party. I won’t go into the brutal details of what hap-
pened next, but it changed Christy’s life forever. When
she reported to the school that she had been raped,
they dithered and then did nothing. So she took the
men to court under the Violence Against Women Act.
It was her case that the Supreme Court used to turn
back that law. Christy and all the other women, and
men, of this country look to the courts for justice and
they deserve just that.

Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart once said that,
“The mark of a good judge is a judge whose opinion
you can read and have no idea if the judge was a man
or a woman, Republican or Democrat, a Christian or a
Jew. You just know he or she was a good judge.” Those
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are the kinds of judges we need in America once again.
Judges who respect human dignity, protect our rights
and liberties, believe in genuine equality. Judges who
know that “Equal Justice Under the Law” isn’t just an
inscription, it’s a promise. That is a promise that all of
you who are here tonight from first year law students to
Supreme Court Justices believe in. That is the type of
justice—and the type of Justices—that all Americans
deserve. Thank you.
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Excerpts from 

“A Lifetime of Service”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at American Legion

Manchester, New Hampshire

May 19, 2003

★

September 11th, 2001, was a date that changed our his-
tory and our hearts. It was the most brutal and deadly
attack America has ever known. We lost so many lives
that morning: three thousand husbands and daughters,
mothers and brothers, friends and heroes. And we lost
long held illusions of invulnerability—the comfortable
assumption of our geography that we were literally
oceans away from conflict—that when and if we became
involved, it was always “over there.”

But then it happened here—and that has become a
central fact of our time. Yet even as the buildings col-
lapsed, even amidst the smoke rising from the ruins, it
became clear that there was a deeper truth that could
lift us and light our way: On that day—as in past days
of peril and tragedy—we became one nation. One
nation in spirit and resolve—and one nation in caring
for one another. As heroes gave their lives on the steps
of the World Trade Center and at the Pentagon trying
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to rescue and save, as hundreds lined up to give blood
and thousands to volunteer, as help poured in from
across the country and millions contributed to the fam-
ilies of the victims, we as a people offered the most
powerful witness of our generation to our national
character: Our greatest strength, and the highest duty
of citizenship, is service.

…Nothing I hope to do as president will be more
vital than reconnecting America’s public life to the ideal
of full citizenship. In this time of testing, of profound
danger and vast potential, the real question we face is not
what America can offer to us, but what each of us owe
to America. To protect our nation and meet our poten-
tial, we will have to harness the faith, the energy, and the
commitment of people of all ages in communities across
the country. 

Too often today, citizenship and duty are dismissed
as peripheral or as fond memories of a forgotten past.
But day after day, they are a way of life for millions. And
they have sustained and strengthened our democracy for
more than two centuries.

It was the sense of service and sacrifice that inspired
a few Massachusetts farmers to leave their plows and
stand up to the mightiest empire in the world at
Lexington and Concord. It was to “that last full measure
of devotion” that an American president paid immortal
tribute on a cool November day in Gettysburg. It was
that call to serve that led my father and the greatest gen-
eration to enlist in the Army Air Corps during World
War II, that led a new generation to the frontlines in
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Vietnam and then led many of the returning veterans to
oppose that war when they came home.

In that same spirit, millions of Americans make a
contribution and a difference every day—when they
swear a Scout oath, help out in a hospital or homeless
shelter, or tutor in a local school.

Visiting this nation more than a hundred fifty years
ago, Alexis De Tocqueville observed that America is
great because Americans are good. All over this country,
Americans are demonstrating their fundamental good-
ness and decency to their fellow citizen and the world
when they volunteer and serve. Washington doesn’t have
all the answers and government doesn’t need to reinvent
the wheel. What we can do is enhance local efforts,
empower citizens to do what’s right, and bring together
government and businesses to leverage the great work
that is being done by volunteers—in Boys and Girls
Clubs, religious groups, and thousands of different
places and projects all over America. Teachers transfer
values, mentors transfer values, helpers and healers
transfer values—and they deserve a government that’s on
their side in that important work.

More than any other nation, America is not just a
place on the globe but an idea—and at the heart of that
idea is a belief in the dignity and duty of every citizen—
that all of us have something to give and each of us has
a responsibility to serve.

For America, citizenship is not just a status or a slo-
gan; it is the force that has forged our past and it must be
the foundation of our future.
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…Americans deserve a government that has as much
faith in the ideals of America as they do. They deserve
leaders for whom duty, honor, and responsibility are
principles, not punch lines.

…We have seen before what happens when we
appeal to the best instincts of America. Confined to his
wheelchair, Franklin Roosevelt summoned Americans to
stand tall against the tide of depression. Sixty years ago,
his Civilian Conservation Corps sent millions of the
young out to rebuild the nation even as they built a bet-
ter life for themselves. John Kennedy called my genera-
tion to the Peace Corps—and Lyndon Johnson’s VISTA
opened up the chance to serve in the most forgotten
places in our own land, valleys of deprivation and
despair so often unseen and unheard. And then, ten years
ago this month, President Clinton introduced
AmeriCorps and inaugurated a new season of service.

Today, I propose not only to build on that tradition,
but to go beyond it—because today, our challenges are
different and our commitment must be even greater. We
need a new era of service—not an effort for one time, one
purpose, or one group—but a permanent and national
endeavor. For America now, service is not just an option,
but an obligation of citizenship.

…I learned about duty and obligation from my par-
ents—through their words and by their example. My
mother was a lifelong volunteer in our community and
an environmental activist before the term even existed.
My father was on the front end of the Greatest
Generation. He set aside his career and volunteered even
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before America entered World War II. While he was off
on duty, my mother sent him a letter. “You have no idea
of the ways in which one can be useful right now,” she
wrote. “There’s something for everyone to do.” 

Two decades later, Martin Luther King told us:
“Everybody can be great because everybody can serve.”
Today America will be secure and strong if everybody
does serve because there is work for all to do, a place for
all to serve, and no room on the sidelines.

I see an America where every citizen of every age and
background can make a difference and meet an obliga-
tion higher than themselves. 

I see an America where, in a seamless web of service
and concern, we offer Americans the challenge and the
chance to do their duty—and Americans, in turn, step
forward and give something back.

I see an America where in times of trouble and in tri-
umph, of threat and hope, we ask not just what govern-
ment can do, but what we can do.

It was my generation that in our youth heard that
call—and I remember shortly afterwards my own period
of service. We did not think we were special. We just
thought we were doing our part. And in the end, I sup-
posed that is all any of us can do—and I believe each of
us must try.

I believe that a new army of American patriots
stands ready for a new era of service. They only await a
call to service that is certain and true. It is time to sound
that call again. And that’s why I am running for presi-
dent. Thank you.
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“A Return to Fiscal Responsibility”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at Georgetown University

Washington, D.C.

April 7, 2004

★

Before we begin today, I want to honor the sacrifice
made by the brave American soldiers who gave their lives
in Iraq over these last difficult days. Our prayers and our
thoughts are with their families, and we will never forget
their service for the country we love. 

No matter our disagreements over how to approach
policy in Iraq, we are all united as a nation in supporting
our troops and ultimately in our goal of a stable Iraq. 

When William Gaston, after whom this hall is
named and this college’s first student, arrived here in
1791, America was a young nation with a people yearn-
ing for freedom and opportunity. The promise of
America was that the paths to a better life would be open
to those who worked hard and planned for the future. 

That is still the promise of the America we believe
in and the America we must reclaim. And building an
America in which middle-class incomes are rising,
good jobs are being created, and working people can
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build a better life for their families is what this election
is all about. 

There is a fundamental difference in this election:
President Bush has no real economic plan for long term
prosperity and higher standards of living. I do—and at
its heart is a strategy to create 10 million new jobs in the
first term of a Kerry administration. 

This president, whose tax cuts for the wealthiest
Americans have left America 7 million jobs behind
what he promised, now seems to think that one month
when unemployment actually increased can make up
for three years of massive job losses. He doesn’t seem
to know—or acknowledge—that the industries that
are expanding pay an average of $9,000 less than ones
that are contracting. 

George Bush talks about a recovery, but doesn’t seem
to realize that today we have a wage recession in
America—with average American workers making
$1,200 less a year; with millions of families struggling to
pay higher health care costs, higher property taxes and
higher college tuitions—all of it out of lower incomes.
While Americans are becoming more and more produc-
tive, they are increasingly working at lower wage jobs. 

President Bush praises the productivity of our work-
ers, but never mentions the unfairness which denies them
the gains of their own labor. 

Due to George Bush’s tax cuts for the wealthiest
Americans, the average worker now pays more in taxes
at the local level. The burden for most Americans has
gone up while wages have gone down. 
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By almost every measure of real life in the real
America, George W. Bush just doesn’t seem to under-
stand what’s happening to hard-working families. 

So the great issue in this election is how to move
America in a new direction. 

And a strong America begins at home—with the
state of our economy. 

But instead of a credible economic plan and an hon-
est debate, our present leadership has given us the old
politics of false and simplistic negative attacks. I am com-
mitted to a different course. 

Two weeks ago, in the first of a series of speeches,
I set out my proposal to end tax benefits that encour-
age outsourcing and actually reward American com-
panies for moving jobs overseas. Outsourcing will
occur, but a company that stays here should not be
put at a competitive disadvantage because a company
that leaves can defer paying its taxes—perhaps forev-
er. That’s the law today; in fact, our taxpayers even
spend $12 billion a year to subsidize the export of
jobs. If I am president, I will fight to change that
law—first, as a matter of simple equity: American
workers should not be paying for the destruction of
their own livelihoods. 

Second, I will invest the savings from reform in new
incentives to create new, good paying jobs here—and to
lower corporate taxes by 5% to make all our companies
more competitive. Let me be clear: under my plan, 99
percent of American businesses and 98 percent of
Americans will get a tax cut. 
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In coming weeks, I will focus on the health care costs
that today burden American enterprise and—for exam-
ple—make it $1700 more expensive to produce the same
car here than it costs in Canada. And I will discuss how
America, by investing in new technology, in broadband,
and in the great imperative of energy independence can
lead the world in the jobs of the future. 

Today, I turn to an issue that is essential to all the
others because it is the foundation of confidence in our
economic future. In the last three years, the federal budg-
et has gone from record surpluses to record deficits—
which, if left unchecked, can become a fiscal cancer that
will erode any recovery and threaten the prospect of a
lasting prosperity. Ultimately, as deficits drive up long
term interest rates, they will dry up investment and
undermine the belief, at home and overseas, that
America is worth investing in. 

George Bush now promises to reduce the deficit—the
same promise of fiscal responsibility he has made and
broken in every year, every budget, and every State of the
Union message. The record is clear: a deficit reduction
promise from George W. Bush is not exactly a gilt edged
bond; and if he continued in the Presidency and per-
formed as he has in the past, a third Bush term could
mean a third Bush recession. 

When it comes to the federal budget, I will move
America in a new direction—by cutting the deficit in half
in four years while making health care affordable; by
paying for every program I propose; and by rolling back
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the Bush tax cut for the wealthiest Americans while
expanding tax cuts for the middle class. 

This will not be easy. It will require tough deci-
sions—not just for one budget or one campaign, but for
years to come and often in the face of unforeseen circum-
stances. But I know we can take this course and stay this
course—because we’ve done it before. 

And that is why Americans can trust what I am say-
ing: I have a voting record that, on the most critical
budget votes of the last 20 years, helped balance our
budget and pay down our debt. 

When I first came to the Senate in 1985, the federal
deficit was soaring as it is today. 

In the 1980’s, the national debt clock in New York
City became a symbol for a federal deficit and debt that
were out-of-control. Back then, many Democrats
thought we could spend and spend without having to
pay the bill. And back then, most Republicans even
claimed that if you gave huge tax cuts to the wealthy,
they would somehow pay for themselves. I guess that’s
what they mean by “an elephant never forgets.” 

At that the time, I joined together with a group of
reformers from both parties—like Republican Senator
Warren Rudman and Democratic Senator Fritz
Hollings—to push for a deficit reduction plan with real
teeth. What we got was real grief from leaders in both
parties—and by the early 90s, the deficit was increasing
so fast that the debt clock would sometimes breakdown
because it couldn’t keep up. 
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We made tough choices in 1993—when a new
president challenged the Congress to return to fiscal
sanity. And the choice really was tough; fiscal sanity
won by exactly one vote. I was proud to cast a decid-
ing vote in the Senate to bring the deficit under con-
trol. In 1997, we finished the job by passing an historic
bipartisan balanced budget agreement—which not
only balanced the budget for the first time since 1969,
but extended the life of Medicare, expanded health
care for children, and cut taxes for middle-class
Americans. 

By 2000, we were on the road to saving Social Security
and we were paying down our national debt for the first
time since Andrew Jackson was president—170 years
ago. The numbers on the national debt clock were spin-
ning backwards. 

Just before George Bush took office, the clock was
taken down. Talk about wishful thinking. 

The new president, who had promised to change
the partisan tone in Washington, promptly turned his
back on the bipartisan balanced budget consensus of
the 1990s. Instead of short term decisions to stimulate
the economy, he made long term mistakes that explod-
ed the deficit. 

He lavished tax cuts we couldn’t afford on those who
didn’t need them. He made a clear choice: to pass the
bucks to the privileged while passing the buck to our
children. Because of this president’s decisions, a child
born today will inherit a $20,000 debt—a “Birth Tax”
that he or she had no part in creating. 
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In New York, the national debt clock has been
turned back on—with the numbers rising faster than the
human eye can see. 

In a blink of history’s eye, trillions in budget surpluses
have been transformed into trillions in deficits over the
next decade. From missions to Mars to tax cuts for the
wealthy to a Medicare bill that benefits drug companies
and burdens seniors, the Bush administration has failed
to pay for what it has proposed. This president has pro-
posed or passed $6 trillion in initiatives in the next ten
years alone that he has no plan to pay for. 

His record shows that we can’t trust what he says.
And no matter what he says now, the Bush policies will
not reduce the deficit but worsen it. 

Instead of facing that reality, George Bush stubborn-
ly refuses to change course. When false promises don’t
work, he tries excuses. Blaming everyone from Bill
Clinton to Ken Lay to Saddam Hussein. 

But that is not the reason for our own budget crisis.
The independent, non-partisan Congressional Budget
Office reported last month that 94 percent of the $500
billion deficit for next year is due to George Bush’s exces-
sive spending and ineffective tax giveaways for the
wealthiest Americans. In fact, his tax cuts alone account
for most of the long-term deficit increase. 

And the price is being paid in many ways. 
This administration has squandered the historic

opportunity to use the surpluses to save Social Security.
Job creation is slowed by increased uncertainty about
our economic future. And we are weakened abroad as
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well as at home. With our national debt increasingly
owned by foreign governments, we devalue our own bar-
gaining power with countries like China when they
manipulate their currency to inflate their exports,
depress ours, and in effect destroy American jobs. 

So the deficit is not just about the numbers and sta-
tistics—although they are a damning indictment of the
Bush record. The issue of fiscal responsibility will shape
our entire economic future. My pledge is to restore fiscal
discipline—and my budget plan is built on three econom-
ic principles. 

First, we will not raise taxes on middle-class
Americans; we will lower them. 

The Bush administration has engineered the great-
est tax shift in American history. Middle-class
Americans are now paying more of the national budg-
et; wealthy Americans are paying less. Our present
national leadership has transferred the tax burden
from wealth to work. We will restore tax fairness. We
will expand middle-class tax cuts for families with chil-
dren and married couples and pass new tax cuts to
make education and health care more affordable while
cutting our deficit in half. 

But for Americans making more than $200,000, we
will simply roll back the Bush tax rates to the level they
were under Bill Clinton to pay for education and health
care. With these resources, we can expand health care for
all of our children and cover virtually all Americans
while lowering the health care premiums that are squeez-
ing families and hurting job creation. 
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I realize that honorable people can disagree about
whether it makes sense to repeal the recent tax cuts for
Americans making more than $200,000 so we can afford
to invest in health care and education. I am willing to
debate that disagreement at any time or place. It is a fun-
damental choice about our future and a central choice in
this election. 

But rather than debating real differences, the Bush
campaign is engaged in the politics of deceit and distortion. 

They are spending millions of dollars trying to mis-
lead Americans about the basic facts: If you make less
than $200,000, you’ll get a tax cut under my plan. If you
make more than $200,000 a year, you will go back to
paying the same tax rates you did with President Clinton
and our country will get health care and education. The
top 2% will pay more than they do now. Everyone else
will get a tax cut under a Kerry administration. 

Let me repeat: 98% of individuals—and 99% of
companies and small businesses—will pay lower taxes
under my plan. 

Second, we will impose spending restraints so no one
can propose or pass a new program without a way to
pay for it. And we’ll enforce budget discipline with
spending caps. During the 1990s, we had spending caps.
We cut the deficit in half and then balanced the budget.
And along the way, we created 23 million new jobs,
increased family income across the board, and gave
middle-class families a tax cut. Because we limited the
growth of the government’s budget, family budgets were
able to grow. 
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So my budget plan pays for my proposals. In con-
trast to George Bush’s $6 trillion in unpaid-for spending,
my plan returns to a concept known as ‘pay-as-you-go.’ 

And in the months ahead, as I put forward new ideas
for a stronger, better, more prosperous America, I will
state, in specific terms, how to finance them without rais-
ing the deficit or middle-class taxes. 

I have already shown how we can pay for my health
care plan and education. But we can and will do more
by reducing or eliminating government programs that
don’t work. 

For example, we’ll freeze the federal travel budget,
reduce oil royalty exemptions for drilling on federal
lands, and cut 100,000 contractors now employed by the
federal government. We’ll streamline government agen-
cies and commissions and reduce out-of-control admin-
istrative costs by five percent. And when we’re done, the
federal government will be smaller but smarter, more
effective and less expensive. 

The strong spending caps in my plan will insure that
spending doesn’t grow faster than inflation. If Congress
fails to keep spending in line, the budget caps will mean
across the board cuts in every area except security and
education and mandatory spending programs like health
care, Social Security and Medicare. 

So when I say a cap on spending, I mean it. We will
have to make real choices—and that includes priorities of
my own. 

Let me give you a couple of examples. I’ve proposed a
major expansion of national service programs to strengthen
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the values of patriotism, community and citizenship. And
I believe we need to make preschool universal so that every
child in America gets the best possible start in life. But with
the deficit worsening each and every day of the Bush
administration, we may have to slow both initiatives down
or phase them in over a longer period. I don’t like that. But
those are the hard calls a president has to make. 

Third, we will free resources and reduce the deficit
by taking on corporate welfare. John McCain and I have
introduced legislation to end corporate welfare as we
know it. In a Kerry administration, we will fight for that
bill; we will take our case to the public if we have to—
and we will pass it. Today, mining companies buy up
public lands for five dollars an acre. 

And Dick Cheney’s old company Halliburton dodges
taxes with offshore havens while it gets billions from no-
bid government contracts. If I’m elected president, those
days will come to an end. 

By going after corporate welfare, as John McCain
says, we can save tens of billions of dollars a year. Our
bill calls for a Corporate Subsidy Reform Commission to
recommend cuts and submit them to Congress for an up
or down vote—with no amendments. 

John McCain can’t get anyone in the Bush White
House to listen to our proposal. If I’m president, John
McCain will get the first pen when I sign this bill into law. 

We can’t restore fiscal responsibility unless we have a
president willing to bring our divided parties together—
and ready to be straight with the public about what we
can and can’t afford. 
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We can cut the deficit in half in four years, expand
health care coverage, and make it more affordable for
the families who already have it. We can invest in educa-
tion, restore pay as you go rules, and impose spending
caps. We can rollback the Bush tax cuts for those at the
top—and cut taxes for middle-class Americans. 

We can do all this if we set clear national priorities—
and make the tough decisions—not just about the pro-
grams of others, but about our own proposals. 

And we have to do this—because it is critical to any
credible economic plan and the creation of new, good-
paying jobs. An America that ignores the deficit will be
an America that invites inflation and recession. 

An America that pays for new initiatives and fol-
lows real budget rules will be able to build a new era
of prosperity. 

We know how to do this. We did it in the 1990s.
Now it’s time to return our government to fiscal respon-
sibility—and our country to investment in the future, to
job creation and rising standards of living. 

And if I am president, that is the new direction I will
set for our budget and our economy. 

None of these choices are about numbers or dollars
alone. They are the choices we make that build the fiber
of our nation. They are the responsibility our generation
has been handed and the legacy that we hand to the gen-
erations to come. This is the course we must choose. This
is the course we will chart together. 

Thank you.
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“Protecting Our Environment 
for Future Generations”

Remarks by Senator John Kerry on Earth Day 2004

Houston, Texas

April 22, 2004

★

Thank you. I’m glad to be in Houston on Earth Day. 
I’ve been spending the last few days talking with

Americans about how we can build a cleaner, healthier
environment. And while there’s plenty that we’re going
to do differently than this Administration on this issue,
let me start by saying something nice about President
Bush—he is an expert on recycling. He’s recycled the
same bad Republican policies from the 1980’s all over
again in the year 2004.

Thank you Dr. Lauren. Your story reminds all of us
about a basic American idea: “we can all make a differ-
ence and each one of us should try.” When it comes to
protecting our environment, strengthening our economy,
and improving public health, effort is everything. 

Whether it’s saving our great public spaces like this
one, stopping polluters from sending toxins into the
water your drink, or protecting those national treasures
we count on for our jobs, our livelihoods, and to feed our
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souls, our responsibility as Americans is to protect and
preserve God’s gift to human kind.

We only have one chance with this place, and you
and I together are going to make sure we use it wisely.
We’re going to ensure that our values and our beliefs
reflect in how we treat our oceans, how we develop our
small towns in the mountains, and how we protect our
national parks and treasures. 

For we are all stewards of our land and water. We
are all capable of creating lasting change. And we are all
determined to ensure that those Americans who have
yet to grace this earth can live in a country that keeps
them healthy and gives them the opportunity to reach
their full potential. 

But you and I know that we cannot succeed unless we
change course. We cannot build a stronger America
together—an America that protects our air and our water
and our children—unless we change course in November.

One of the great traditions in America is an unspo-
ken vow between the old and the young. For generations,
older Americans have worked hard to ensure that the
America they leave behind is smarter, stronger, and more
secure than when they found it. 

Yet, for the first time in our history, this tradition
may end and an older generation may pass on an
America that is in worse shape than when they found it.
We’re facing trillions of dollars in debt. Our foreign pol-
icy has pushed the world aside and left us to face threats
on our own. We have a health care crisis that is empty-
ing the pockets of working families. And in three short
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years, one man and one Administration has put the
breaks on 30 years of environmental progress. 

Houston, do you want four more years of rolling
back our clean air laws that pollute our air and give our
kids asthma? Do you want four more years of arsenic in
our drinking water? Do you want four more years of
mercury levels rising in women and children? Do you
want four more years of polluters getting a tax break
while you’re stuck with the bill? Do you want four more
years of ignoring our allies to stop global warming?
Neither do I! Their kind of environment is hazardous to
our health, our kid’s health, and the world’s.

We can do better because we know that the envi-
ronment is about something bigger than a photo-op
event once a year. It’s about protecting our economy,
our public health, and our way of life. They are all con-
nected and they are all endangered if we don’t change
course in November.

So Houston will you help me change course in
November? Will you help me lead America to a place
where no soldier ever has to be sent overseas because of
our dependence on Mideast oil? Will you help me pro-
tect our coastlines and preserve those towns we count on
for jobs and to raise our families? Will you help me pro-
tect our clean air and clean water laws so that our kids
grow up healthy? 

Houston will you help me make sure that next Earth
Day George Bush celebrates it back home in Texas?

This week I have spent time in Florida and along the
coast of Louisiana. I talked about the common sense
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steps we can take today that will protect those places we
love while creating jobs and protecting our economy.
This Administration uses the same tired old argument
that you can’t have a clean environment if you want a
strong economy. Well they’re wrong. We can have both. 

I have a plan that will make this country independ-
ent from Mideast oil in ten years. And it will create
500,000 new jobs doing something that’s right for our
environment, right for our economy, and right to
strengthen our national security. We will put that tired
old Republican argument to rest when we elect a new
president in November!

I have a plan that will protect our oceans and our
water ways. I will enforce the BEACHES ACT and pro-
vide states with funding so that we know our beachwa-
ter is clean. I will work with local officials like Houston’s
great Mayor Bill White to create strong partnerships to
reduce storm-water runoff. I will provide our states and
local communities with the resources they need to pro-
tect important coastal ecosystems and implement smart
coastal development. 

And when it comes to mercury, I will not let the util-
ities off the hook. It just makes sense when 4.9 million
women of childbearing age have high levels of mercury,
and when one in six new-born infants have levels of mer-
cury so high that they can cause brain damage. You stop
the polluters to protect the health of women and children!

Yesterday, I talked about my plan to protect our
coastlines. In Louisiana, every 30 minutes a piece of
land the size of a football field sinks into the Gulf of
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Mexico. Costal erosion isn’t just swallowing their
beaches; it’s drowning their economy. Fishermen see
their nets come up empty. Sportsmen watch entire habi-
tats disappear. And families who live and visit those
coastline towns fear that their homes or businesses may
literally slip away. 

We can change this. We can enact laws that conserve
and protect coastal regions here and all over America.
We will make the protection of our coastlines a national
priority, because a secure coastline means security for the
families who live there, the business owners who make a
living there, and the sportsmen who hunt and fish there.

This is what we can do when we change course in
November. All it takes is a president who understands
that there are no false choices to make between a clean
environment and a strong economy—we can and we will
have both when I am president.

We have great local leaders like Mayor Bill White,
who are dedicated to making their cities and neighbor-
hoods healthy places to live, work, and raise their families. 

Mayor White has been a leader in advocating the use
of new technologies to reduce the energy use in buildings.
The use of tree planting, paving and roofing materials
which reflect, not absorb heat. This could reduce energy
bills and over time reduce outside air temperatures. We
need to support innovative thinking like that. 

You know when I was young I learned this invalu-
able lesson about our environment from my mother. She
taught me how to recycle before it became second
nature for so many Americans today. And often, she
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would wake me up in the middle of the night, take me
outside and say, “Listen.”

30 years ago, a generation listened to Rachel Carson
and her wisdom. I was proud to be apart of that move-
ment then—painted Storrow Drive in Boston a biodegrad-
able green— and throughout my time in the senate. 

We saw our country transform from a place where
lakes caught fire, there was lead in our gasoline, and pol-
luters had free reign to send anything into our sky, our
land, and our water ways. But we put an end to that and
we are not going to let this Administration put an end to
30 years of progress. 

Thirty-five years ago, when I was on a boat, drifting
along Vietnam’s Mekong Delta, I grew up with a band of
brothers from all walks of life and every corner of
America. We learned many things on that journey, but
above all, we learned that we were never the kid from
South Carolina, Iowa, Arkansas, California, or the kid
from Massachusetts. 

Under the heat of fire and the fog of battle, our mis-
sion became crystal clear, and color, religion, and back-
ground melted away. We understood that we were all
simply “Americans.” All of us fighting under the same
flag, praying to the same God. 

I’m running for president because I believe that we
are all in the same boat, not all on our own. I believe that
no matter what our differences, Americans all over this
country want pretty much the same things in life. We
want to be united, not divided. We want to believe there
is more we can do about the problems facing America,
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not less. We want the opportunity to build a better life,
not more barriers to prosperity. 

So let’s go out of here determined to keep that tradi-
tion begun by our forefathers of caring for this great land
of ours and handing it on to our children in better shape
then we were given it. Let’s work our hearts to make sure
that the America we pass on is a country with clean
rivers, clean air, clean water, with a safer environment
that once again sees the smoke from the smokestacks dis-
appear right along with our kid’s asthma. 

With the right leadership again, we can be a nation
that is once again filled with people who never forget
that we are not the inheritors of the earth, but the stew-
ards for the future. And when I am president, we will
respect that deep rooted value in the United States of
America, not just on Earth Day, but every day!
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Excerpts from 

“A Contract with America’s Middle Class”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry 

at the American Society of Newspaper Editors Convention

Washington, D.C.

April 23, 2004

★

…Today, I am introducing my “Contract with America’s
Middle Class.” 

The first responsibility of the president is to keep our
country safe and secure. And I will. I’m running because
we are in a new kind of war, and we need a commander
in chief with a plan to fight this war and win it.

Americans have never failed the cause of human free-
dom, and we will not fail it now—not in Iraq, not in
Afghanistan, not anywhere. I have many differences with
President Bush over how we should wage the war against
terrorism and extremism. I think he made a huge mistake
in relying on local Afghan forces to capture Osama bin
Laden, rather than committing sufficient U.S. forces on
the ground to do the job. 

But we share the same goal of total victory. You can
count on this: No matter who wins this presidential elec-
tion, the terrorists will lose. 
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As president, I will never hesitate to use American
power to defend our interests anywhere in the world. I
will stand up for our country, our flag and our values,
and make it clear that the first definition of patriotism
is keeping faith with those who wore the uniform of
our country. 

I will make America’s armed forces even stronger by
adding troops so our forces are not spread too thin
around the globe and by making sure our forces have the
armor and support they need. But what this administra-
tion doesn’t understand is that to win this war, we must
make the world respect America’s other sources of
strength: our economic engine, our ideals, and our pro-
found purpose to be the last, best hope of earth.

The second priority in my contract with the middle
class is this: I will put the economy and government back
in line with our values. 

The middle class is the moral and economic backbone
of this nation. Franklin Roosevelt realized that and he set
in motion programs that helped people go to college, buy
a house, and build their wealth. The country prospered:
we created nearly 11 million new jobs and homeowner-
ship increased by 13 percent from 1950-1960. 

President Clinton saw the same thing. His plans
invested in people and we created 23 million new jobs, 7
million Americans were lifted out of poverty, and more
Americans went to college. The middle class built this
country. They work hard, pay their bills, and do right by
their families and their country. This country ought to do
right by them. 
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For too long, this administration hasn’t honored
those values, and it certainly hasn’t lived up to them.
They’ve put wealth ahead of work, something-for-noth-
ing ahead of responsibility, and special privilege for the
few ahead of what’s right for the nation.

My plan will create 10 million jobs with a proven
strategy built on a simple principle: We should reward
work, make sure Americans have a chance to work, and
get ahead when they do. 

…Third, I will say to America’s middle class, and all
who wish to join its ranks: I have a plan to raise your
income and a commitment to cut your taxes. 

On this president’s watch, Americans are working
harder, earning less, and paying more for health care and
college and taxes. 

…Meanwhile, the Bush administration has engi-
neered the greatest tax shift in American history.
Middle-class Americans are now paying more of the
national budget; wealthy Americans are paying less.
The middle-class burden has gone up, while incomes
have gone down. That’s why to build a strong econo-
my, I’ll cut middle-class taxes, so middle-class incomes
go up. 

Throughout this campaign, I have disagreed with
those in my own party who would take away the mid-
dle-class tax cuts many of us fought for. My economic
plan cuts middle-class taxes by three times as much as
George Bush. My plan makes it easier for millions of
families to pay for health care, and gives families a tax
credit on up to $4,000 in college tuition. 
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…Fourth, I will keep faith with America’s middle
class by ushering in a new era of reform. I’ve been a
reformer throughout my career. But I know that the job
of a reformer is never done. Since I came to the Senate,
I’ve been fighting for reform on every front. I crossed
party lines to support Gramm-Rudman-Hollings budget
reform in 1985, when fiscal discipline was a dirty word
in my own party. 

I took what I had learned as a prosecutor, and fought
to pass the 100,000 cops program. We changed the way
we fight crime in America – and helped cut violent crime
by a third. 

When my party was divided over welfare, I voted
to pass a landmark welfare reform law with tough
work requirements and time limits. We cut the welfare
rolls in half, cut poverty in single-parent households by
a third, and made welfare a second chance, not a way
of life. 

…On all the issues I’ve talked about today, the coun-
try faces the choice of whether we want to go forward
toward strength, or defend the status quo. But to move
America forward, no president, and no government can
shoulder this burden alone. We cannot be a stronger
nation unless the American people do their part. I will
never forget the words of the man who inspired me to
public life. John Kennedy gave America a set of chal-
lenges, not promises, and said what he offered us mat-
tered less than what he would ask of us.
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…This is the time for all of us to summon that
American spirit to build a stronger country. And I know
that the American people are ready. That is why I am
running for president. The American people are just
waiting to hear their country’s call. And when they
report to do their part, what a glorious morning for
America it will be. Thank you.
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★

“50th Anniversary of 
Brown v. Board of Education:

Let America be America Again”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at the Kansas State Capitol

Topeka, Kansas

May 17, 2004

Thank you for that generous introduction. And thank
you for the invitation to join you in honoring the legacy
and renewing the hopes of a Supreme Court decision that
forever changed our country and our lives. On May 17,
1954, the Supreme Court of the United States declared
that separate would never be equal, setting forth a vision
of equality that continues to inspire freedom lovers and
freedom movements here in America and around the
globe. And it started here in Topeka. 

But that is no surprise. Topeka has always been a
place for making history. Two hundred years ago, Lewis
and Clark mapped the site of this city in their journey
across the continent. A hundred and fifty years ago,
Topeka became the free-state capital battling against pro-
slavery LeCompton. And fifty years ago this very day, the
next great battle for freedom was centered here in
Topeka’s segregated schools. 
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Brown summoned our country to make real the
ideal of one nation and one people. A nation where one
day all of God’s children would live in the light of equal-
ity. A nation where, as Dr. King said later, we would be
able to “transform … into a beautiful symphony of
brotherhood.” Those of us who have embraced this
vision redeemed the promise of America and make our
country stronger.

It’s hard to believe it’s been fifty years since Brown.
Fifty years since the color of your skin determined where
you could get a drink of water. Where you could sit on
the bus. Whether you had a seat at the lunch counter.
And where you could go to school. 

In 1954, in Topeka, there were 18 neighborhood
schools for white children and just four “black only” ele-
mentary schools. Oliver Brown thought it was wrong
that his seven-year-old daughter, Linda and her friends
had to walk a mile through a railroad yard every day just
to catch a bus to their segregated elementary school. The
trip took more than an hour, and on the way, Linda
walked right past the closed doors of a white elementary
school just 3 blocks from her house. It was separate—but
it was not equal. The Supreme Court agreed and that
decision became a turning point in America’s long march
toward equality. 

Although the journey here isn’t finished, Topeka, has
been transformed these fifty years. We are joined here
today by Topeka’s first African American Mayor, James
McClinton. And isn’t it a measure of the progress we’ve
made that Topeka has a school superintendent who 50
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years ago couldn’t have walked the halls of many schools
in this city? Today, Tony Sawyer is not only walking the
halls, he is commanding the corridors of power of the
Topeka school system. 

All of America is a better place because of Brown.
Back then, only four percent of African Americans had
college degrees. Today, nearly twenty percent are college
graduates. But we have more to do.

In the 1950s, there were less than 200 black elected
officials in all of America, and even fewer Hispanic
Americans. Now there are more than 14,000—including
the 59 members of the Congressional Black Caucus and
the Hispanic Caucus. But we have more to do. 

There were no African Americans on the big corpo-
rate boards back then. Today, more than forty percent of
the Fortune 1000 companies have black directors, and
nearly fifteen percent have Latino directors. But we have
more to do. 

And while it wasn’t until six years before Brown
that President Truman integrated our military, I can tell
you from first-hand experience that service to our coun-
try—loyalty to mission and to brother and sister soldiers
on the battlefield—knows no color line. Whether we
hail from the foothills of Appalachia … the street cor-
ners of Topeka … the neighborhoods of Flushing … the
barrios of East LA or the reservations of Arizona …
whether we are new immigrants or our descendants
came here on the Mayflower or were brought here on a
slave ship in shackles … when we fight side by side in
places like Vietnam and Iraq and Afghanistan, we’re all
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Americans sacrificing for the same country and praying
to the same God.

Today, more than ever, we need to renew our com-
mitment to one America. We should not delude ourselves
into thinking that the work of Brown is done when there
are those who still seek, in different ways, to see it
undone. To rollback affirmative action—to restrict equal
rights—to undermine the promise of our Constitution. 

Yes, we have to defend the progress that has been
made. But we also have to move the cause forward.
Brown began to tear down the walls of inequality. The
next great challenge is to put up a ladder of opportunity
for all.

Because as far as we’ve come, we still have not met
the promise of Brown. 

We have not met the promise of Brown when one-
third of all African American children are living in
poverty.

We have not met the promise of Brown when only
fifty percent of African American men in New York City
have a job. 

We have not met the promise of Brown when nearly
twenty million black and Hispanic Americans don’t have
basic health insurance. 

And we certainly have not met the promise of Brown
when, in too many parts of our country, our school sys-
tems are not separate but equal—but they are separate
and unequal. 

We haven’t met the promise of Brown when a fourth
grade Hispanic child is only one third as likely to read at
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the same level as a fourth grade white child. When only
fifty percent of African Americans are finishing high
school, and only 18 percent are graduating college. Our
children will never have equal opportunity unless, once
and for all, we close the ever-widening achievement gap.
We know the answer is both higher expectations and
greater resources. You cannot promise no child left
behind and then pursue policies that leave millions of
children behind. Because that promise is a promissory
note to all of America’s families that must be paid in full. 

We cannot be content to see nearly four million stu-
dents in this nation going to schools that are literally
crumbling around them. We cannot be content to see
those who teach the next generation treated like second-
rate employees—not like the professionals they are. We
all know from our own lives that good teachers can
make all the difference. Yet, today, where the best teach-
ers are needed the most, they’re too often paid the least. 

So how do we honor the legacy of Brown? That
question was answered some 20 years before that deci-
sion by a son of Lawrence, Kansas and one of America’s
greatest poets—Langston Hughes. In one of his most
soul wrenching poems, Hughes challenged the nation to
“Let America Be America Again.” He called that gener-
ation to fulfill the unmet promise of America:

O’ let my land be a land where liberty

Is crowned with no false patriotic wreath

But opportunity is real, and life is free,

Equality is in the air we breathe.
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And so we honor the legacy of Brown by letting
America be America—by reaffirming the value of inclu-
sion, equality, and diversity in our schools and across the
life of our nation. By opening the doors of opportunity,
so that more of our young people can stay in school and
out of prison. By lifting more of our people out of pover-
ty, expanding the middle class, providing health care,
and bringing jobs, hope and opportunity to all the neigh-
borhoods of the forgotten America. 

We must let America be America again. We must
work together to turn back the creeping tide of division
that Thurgood Marshall and so many others fought so
hard against. 

We must never forget that the Brown decision came
in the wake of World War II, when African-American
soldiers helped to save freedom in the world, only to
return to brutal inequality at home. They did not ask for
special treatment or extra help; they just wanted the full-
ness of freedom in their own lives. They wanted to see
the end of the “white only” signs at the restaurants and
movie theaters, at school house doors and department
stores—and they wanted to see an end to the invisible,
but all too real “white only” sign that reached from
Congress into every great corporation and into business-
es in small towns. 

And when I joined so many other veterans of Vietnam
for a return without welcome to America I saw first hand
how those on the front lines of combat, black and
brown, who had been casualties in greater numbers than
the representation of our population, were shunned even
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after service. Their unemployment numbers were higher.
Their opportunities were less than those with whom they
had served and the ravages of post-war trauma fell even
more heavily on their families and their lives. 

The memory of all of these patriots and the decision
we commemorate today calls us again to the America we
must become. Our brave men and women who are on
frontlines far away deserve no less. For them and for our
country, fifty years after Brown we have only just begun.
For America to be America for any of us, America must
be America for all of us. 

Thank you and God bless you.
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★

“Security and Strength for a New World”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry at Pier 62

Seattle, Washington

May 27, 2004 

Thank you all for being here. 
Over the next ten days, our nation will come togeth-

er to honor the bravery and sacrifice of past generations
of Americans. On Saturday, in our nation’s capital, we
will dedicate a memorial to the heroes of the Greatest
Generation who won World War II. On Memorial Day,
we will salute all those who for more than two centuries
made the ultimate sacrifice when America’s freedom was
on the line. 

And on June 6th, we will mark the 60th anniversary
of D-Day by remembering the brave young men who
scaled the cliffs on beaches called Omaha and Utah—
and brought the light of liberty from the New World to
the Old. 

To me, and to millions of Americans, the days ahead
will be filled with the pride of families, the sadness of loss
and a renewed commitment to service. But that is not
enough. We must pay tribute.
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We must hear and heed the lessons of the Greatest
Generation. 

Our leaders then understood that America drew its
power not only from the might of weapons, but also
from the trust and respect of nations around the globe.
There was a time, not so long ago, when the might of our
alliances was a driving force in the survival and success
of freedom—in two World Wars, in the long years of the
Cold War—then from the Gulf War to Bosnia and
Kosovo. America led instead of going it alone. We
extended a hand, not a fist. We respected the world—and
the world respected us. 

More than a century ago, Teddy Roosevelt defined
American leadership in foreign policy. He said America
should walk softly and carry a big stick. Time and again,
this administration has violated the fundamental tenet of
Roosevelt’s approach, as he described it: “If a man con-
tinually blusters, if he lacks civility, a big stick will not
save him from trouble.” 

But that is precisely what this administration has
done. They looked to force before exhausting diplomacy.
They bullied when they should have persuaded. 

They have gone it alone when they should have
assembled a team. They have hoped for the best when
they should have prepared for the worst. In short, they
have undermined the legacy of generations of American
leadership. And that is what we must restore.

Today, there is still a powerful yearning around the
world for an America that listens and leads again. An
America that is respected, and not just feared. 
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I believe that respect is an indispensable mark of our
nation’s character—and an indispensable source of our
nation’s strength. It is the indispensable bond of
America’s mighty alliances. 

I’m running for president because, abroad as well as
at home, it’s time to let America be America again. By
doing so, we can restore our place in the world and make
America safer. 

It’s time for a new national security policy guided by
four new imperatives: First, we must launch and lead a new
era of alliances for the post 9-11 world. Second, we must
modernize the world’s most powerful military to meet the
new threats. Third, in addition to our military might, we
must deploy all that is in America’s arsenal—our diploma-
cy, our intelligence system, our economic power, and the
appeal of our values and ideas. Fourth and finally, to secure
our full independence and freedom, we must free America
from its dangerous dependence on Mideast oil. 

These four imperatives are a response to an
inescapable reality: War has changed; the enemy is differ-
ent—and we must think and act anew. 

Today, we are waging a global war against a terror-
ist movement committed to our destruction. Terrorists
like al Qaeda and its copycat killers are unlike any adver-
sary our nation has faced. We do not know for certain
how they are organized or how many operatives they
have. But we know the destruction they can inflict. 

We saw it in New York and in Washington; we have
seen it in Bali and in Madrid, in Israel and across the
Middle East; and we see it day after day in Iraq. 
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This threat will only be magnified as the technology
to build nuclear and biological weapons continues to
spread. And we can only imagine what would happen if
the deadly forces of terrorism got their hands on the
deadliest weapons in history. 

Everyone outside the administration seems to under-
stand that we are in deep trouble in Iraq. Failure there
would be a terrible setback. It would be a boon to our
enemies, and jeopardize the long-term prospects for a
peaceful, democratic Middle East—leaving us at war not
just with a small, radical minority, but with increasingly
large portions of the entire Muslim world. 

There is also the continuing instability in Afghanistan,
where al Qaeda still has a base, and Osama bin Laden is
still at large, because the Bush administration didn’t finish
him off at the battle of Tora Bora. And in East Asia, North
Korea poses a genuine nuclear threat, while we have
begun to strip American troops to relieve the overbur-
dened forces in Iraq.

In the coming week, I will also offer specific plans
to build a new military capable of defeating enemies
new and old, and to stop the spread of nuclear, biolog-
ical and chemical weapons. But first, here today, I
want to set out the overall architecture of a new poli-
cy to make America stronger and respected in the
world. 

The first new imperative represents a return to the
principle that guided us in peril and victory through the
past century—alliances matter, and the United States
must lead them. 
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Never has this been more true than in the war on
terrorism.

As president, my number one security goal will be to
prevent the terrorists from gaining weapons of mass
murder. And our overriding mission will be to disrupt
and destroy their terrorist cells.

Because al Qaeda is a network with many branches,
we must take the fight to the enemy on every continent—
and enlist other countries in that cause. 

America must always be the world’s paramount mil-
itary power. But we can magnify our power through
alliances. We simply can’t go it alone—or rely on a coali-
tion of the few. The threat of terrorism demands alliances
on a global scale—to find the extremist groups, to guard
ports and stadiums, to share intelligence, and to get the
terrorists before they get us. In short, we need a “coali-
tion of the able”—and in truth, no force on earth is more
able than the United States and its allies. 

We must build that force—and we can. We can be
strong without being stubborn. Indeed, that is ultimately
the only way we can succeed. 

Building strong alliances is only the first step. We
cannot meet the new threats unless our military is adapt-
ed for new missions. This is my second new imperative. 

As president, on my first day in office, I will send a
message to every man and woman in our armed forces:
This commander-in-chief will ensure that you are the
best-led, best-equipped and most respected fighting force
in the world. You will be armed with the right weapons,
schooled in the right skills, and fully prepared to win on
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the battlefield. But you will never be sent into harm’s way
without enough troops for the task, or asked to fight a
war without a plan to win the peace. 

And you will never be given assignments which have
not been clearly defined and for which you are not pro-
fessionally trained. 

This administration has disregarded the advice, wis-
dom, and experience of our professional military offi-
cers. And often ended the careers of those who dared to
give their honest assessments. That is not the way to
make the most solemn decisions of war and peace. As
president, I will listen to and respect the views of our
experienced military leaders—and never let ideology
trump the truth.

In the past, when our leaders envisioned the use of
force, they had in mind the unleashing of massive num-
bers of American troops, battleships and aircraft in con-
frontation with the uniformed military of an enemy
nation. Of course, a conventional war to halt conven-
tional aggression still remains a possibility for which we
must prepare. But there are other urgent challenges. 

I will modernize our military to match its new mis-
sions. We must get the most out of new technologies. We
must reform training and update the way we structure
our armed forces—for example, with Special Forces
designed to strike terrorists in their sanctuaries, and with
National Guard and Reserve units retooled to meet the
requirements of homeland defense. 

This strategy focuses not only on what we must do,
but on what we must prevent. We must ensure that
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lawless states and terrorists will not be armed with
weapons of mass destruction. 

This is the single gravest threat to our security. Any
potential adversary should know that we will defend
ourselves against the possibility of attack by unconven-
tional arms. If such a strike does occur, as commander-
in-chief, I will respond with overwhelming and devastat-
ing force. If such an attack appears imminent, as com-
mander-in-chief, I will do whatever is necessary to stop
it. And, as commander-in-chief, I will never cede our
security to anyone. I will always do what is necessary to
safeguard our country.

The Justice Department said yesterday that terrorists
may be planning to attack the United States again this sum-
mer—some believe that al Qaeda would use an attack to
try and influence the outcome of the November election. 

I have a message today for al Qaeda or any terrorist
who may be harboring these illusions: We may have an
election here in America. But let there be no doubt—this
country is united in its determination to destroy you.
And let me be absolutely clear: As commander-in-chief, I
will bring the full force of our nation’s power to bear on
finding and crushing your networks. We will use every
available resource to destroy you. 

But not all problems should be viewed through a
military lens. We should never wait to act until we have
no other choice but war. That brings me to my third
new imperative. 

In this new world, beyond military power, we must
deploy all the power in America’s arsenal.
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We need to employ a layered defense to keep the
worst weapons from falling into the worst hands. A
strategy that invokes our non-military strength early
enough and effectively enough so military force doesn’t
become our only option. 

As president, I will launch a global initiative to
fully secure the materials needed for nuclear weapons
that already exist and sharply limit and control future
production. 

This initiative will include changes in international
treaties, sharing of intelligence, and setting conditions for
economic sanctions and the interdiction of illegal ship-
ments. The key is for America to lead: to build an inter-
national consensus for early preventive action, so that
states don’t even think of taking the nuclear road, and
potential traffickers in nuclear and biological technology
fear the consequences of getting caught. 

We must also have the best possible intelligence capabil-
ities. Nothing is more important than early warning and
specific information when dangerous technologies are being
developed or sold. Whether it was September 11th or Iraq’s
supposed weapons of mass destruction, we have endured
too many intelligence failures. That is why I will do what
this president has failed to do: reform our intelligence sys-
tem by making the next director of the CIA a true director
of national intelligence, with true control over intelligence
personnel and budgets all across the government. 

All the levers of power will be deployed to overcome
the 21st century dangers we face. I intend to discuss this
initiative in detail early next week. 
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Finally, a new national security policy demands an
end to our dependence on Mideast oil. That is my fourth
new imperative. For too long, America has lost its voice
when talking about the policies and practices of some
governments in the Persian Gulf. 

We have been constrained by their control over the
oil that fuels too large a part of our economy. This is a
weakness that this administration has ignored—and one
that must be addressed. 

I have proposed a plan for energy independence from
Mideast oil in the next ten years. It invests in new tech-
nologies and alternative fuels. It provides tax credits to
help consumers buy and manufacturers build fuel effi-
cient cars. It will tap America’s initiative and ingenuity to
strengthen our national security, grow our economy, and
protect our environment. 

If we are serious about energy independence, then we
can finally be serious about confronting the role of Saudi
Arabia in financing and providing ideological support of
al Qaeda and other terrorist groups. We cannot continue
this administration’s kid-glove approach to the supply
and laundering of terrorist money. As president, I will
impose tough financial sanctions against nations or banks
that engage in money laundering or fail to act against it.
I will launch a “name and shame” campaign against
those that are financing terror. And if they do not
respond, they will be shut out of the U.S. financial system.

The same goes for Saudi sponsorship of clerics who
promote the ideology of Islamic terror. To put it simply,
we will not do business as usual with Saudi Arabia. They
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must take concrete steps to stop their clerics from fueling
the fires of Islamic extremism. 

Let me now turn to a subject that I know is on the
minds of all Americans—the situation in Iraq. 

The stakes in Iraq couldn’t be higher. Earlier this
week, the president again said he wanted to create sta-
bility and establish a representative government in Iraq.
He did acknowledge what many have known all
along—that we would be far better off if our allies were
with us. What’s important now is to turn these words
into action. 

In the coming weeks, President Bush will travel to
Europe and meet with the members of the G-8 here in
the United States. There will be speeches, handshakes
and ceremonies. But will our allies promise to send
more troops to Iraq? Will they dedicate substantially
more funding for reconstruction there? Will they
pledge a real effort to aid the transformation of the
Middle East. That is what we need. But the day is late
and the situation in Iraq is grim. 

Attracting international support in a situation like
Iraq is a clear test of presidential leadership. It is what
capable and confident presidents do. I urge President
Bush to make a sustained effort. He should start at the
Summit in Istanbul by persuading NATO to accept Iraq
as an alliance mission, with more troops from NATO
and its partners. He should seek help in expanding inter-
national support for training Iraq’s own security forces,
so they can safeguard the rights and well-being of their
own people. 

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA

190

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 190



And he should propose the creation of an
International High Commissioner to work with Iraqis in
organizing elections, drafting a constitution, and coordi-
nating reconstruction. 

Over the last year, we’ve heard from the president that
our policy should simply be to stay the course. But one
thing I learned in the Navy is that when the course you’re
on is headed for the shoals, you have to change course. 

If President Bush doesn’t secure new support from
our allies, we will, once again, feel the consequences of a
foreign policy that has divided the world instead of unit-
ing it. Our troops will be in greater peril, the mission in
Iraq will be harder to accomplish, and our country will
be less secure. 

I have spoken today about the architecture of a new
national security policy. But at issue here is not just a set
of prescriptions; at stake is a vision of an America truly
stronger and truly respected in the world. This is not a
partisan cause. Patriotism doesn’t belong to any one
Party or president. And if I am president, I will enlist the
best among us, regardless of party, to protect the securi-
ty of this nation.

And I will call on the whole nation to let America be
America again.

My father was a pilot during World War II. A year
before Pearl Harbor, he was on active duty and he later
served in the South Pacific. 

And for the rest of his life, he served in one capacity
or another—whether nationally or locally, by vocation
or as a volunteer. 
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He told me shortly before he died that the “human
conscience, when it works is the most divine thing in our
small segment of the universe.”

In today’s world, conscience marks the difference
between tolerance and terror.

In an earlier era, it was the difference between honor
and holocaust.

Much has been written about the Greatest Generation.
The question before us now is what will be said

about our own.
Because, for better or worse, as Abraham Lincoln

once said, we cannot escape the judgment of history. 
We do not have to live in fear or stand alone. We

don’t have to be a lonely “watchman on the walls of free-
dom.” We can, once again, lead a great alliance. That is
how we can honor the legacy of the Greatest Generation
and restore respect to the greatest country—the United
States of America. 

Thank you and God bless America. 

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA

192

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 192



193

★

“Strengthening Our Military”
Remarks of Senator John Kerry 

at the Harry S. Truman Library and Museum

Independence, Missouri

June 3, 2004 

Thank you, General Wilson for that kind introduction,
and thank you all for coming today. General Wilson is
the quintessential example of what we mean by the
opportunity Army. He rose from private to Commander
of the Army Materiel Command, supplying the Army
with everything from beans, to bullets, to boots. And I’m
delighted that he’s with us today.

I can’t tell you what a treat it is for me to stand here
this afternoon in this remarkable library celebrating a
remarkable man. In word and deed, Harry Truman
embodied the highest ideals of the Greatest Generation.
He desegregated our armed forces. He created the
Marshall Plan that rebuilt Europe from the ground up,
and gave life to the United Nations and NATO. And he
set this nation and the world on a wise and patient path
to win the Cold War without a third World War.

President Truman understood that our military is
only as good as the men and women in its ranks. And I
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know that he would be as proud of the soldiers who
serve this country today as he was of those who sacri-
ficed for our country sixty years ago. 

In the spirit of all the men and women in uniform we
honor at this time every year, let me offer this pledge: As
president, I will always remember that America’s securi-
ty begins and ends with the soldier, sailor, airman, and
marine—with every man and every woman in our armed
services standing a post somewhere in the world. Today,
we salute each and every one of them for their commit-
ment, strength, and extraordinary courage—especially
those serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. They, like all vet-
erans of wars past, deserve our prayers and then, when
they come home, they deserve the respect and support of
a grateful nation. After all, the first definition of patriot-
ism is to keep faith with those who have worn the uni-
form of the United States. 

And the first duty of a commander in chief is to make
America strong and keep Americans safe. A week ago in
Seattle, I outlined a new strategy of national security based
on four imperatives. First, we must lead strong alliances
for the post 9-11 world. Second, to secure our full inde-
pendence and freedom, we must free America from its
dangerous dependence on Mideast oil. Third, in addition
to our military might, we must deploy all that is in
America’s arsenal—our diplomacy, our intelligence, our
economic power, and the power of our values and ideas. 

And fourth is the imperative I will discuss today: We
must modernize the world’s most powerful military to
meet new and different threats. The Bush administration
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was right to call for the “transformation” of the military.
But their version of transformation was directed at fight-
ing classic conventional wars, rather than the dangers we
now face in Iraq, Afghanistan, and in the war against al
Qaeda. To rise to the challenges we face, we must
strengthen our military, including our Special Forces;
improve our technology; and task our National Guard
with Homeland Security. 

And there’s a reason I decided to come here, to the
birthplace of President Truman, to deliver this speech. 

In 1945, Franklin Roosevelt died unexpectedly, leav-
ing his vice president of only eighty-three days, Harry S.
Truman, to finish a war that had claimed the lives of
400,000 Americans. Beyond the war, the new president
inherited a shattered Europe and a divided world, with
the warmth of democracy on one side and the chill of
communism on the other. 

In describing what he saw before him that day, Harry
Truman said: “I feel as though the moon and all the stars
and all the planets have fallen upon me.” In many ways,
they had. But that plain spoken son of Missouri rose to
a responsibility as grave as any given to any president. In
a world divided between freedom and tyranny, his deci-
sions set a course that saved the future of humanity. 

To contain communism, and build a mighty alliance,
Truman had to rebuild our military both to deter con-
ventional aggression and the threat of nuclear weapons,
because, as he put it, “The will for peace without the
strength for peace is of no avail.” He modernized our
armed forces by creating the Department of Defense and
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the Air Force—the greatest change in our nation’s mili-
tary structure since the beginning of the Republic. 

Today, in the post 9-11 world, we stand at another
historic crossroad, at another moment when the old
enemy is gone but we face a new threat. We must change
if we are to meet and defeat the danger. We must reshape
our military and prepare it for the risks and tasks of a
new era. 

Terrorist groups like al Qaeda and its copycat killers
are claiming the right to execute the innocent. They con-
fuse murder with martyrdom and fanaticism with faith.
They use terror as a sword and religion as a shield. 

They present the central national security challenge
of our generation. But they are unlike any other adver-
sary our nation has ever confronted. They have no pres-
ident, capital city, territory, army, or national identity. We
are not absolutely certain how they are organized or how
many operatives they have. But we know the destruction
they can inflict. We saw it here in America on September
11th. We saw it in Bali and in Madrid, and across the
Middle East. And now we see it day after day in Iraq. 
To defeat these threats, we must draw on the four imper-
atives I described earlier—especially the need to modern-
ize America’s military. 

Despite all its talk of transforming that military, the
Bush administration has done far too little to adapt our
forces to the new missions they must undertake. 

We went into Iraq with too few troops to prevent
looting and crime, and we failed to secure nearly a million
tons of conventional weapons now being used against our
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troops. We failed to build alliances and squandered the
opportunity to generate wider support inside Iraq, in the
Arab world, and among the major powers. These mis-
takes have complicated our mission: a stable Iraq with a
representative government secure in its borders. 

But as hard as it is to believe, there is little evidence
that this administration has learned from its mistakes.
The rhetoric of toughness is not enough to make us safe.
We need tough decisions to strengthen the American mil-
itary, so we can find and get the terrorists before they get
us. As president, I will build a highly-trained military,
with more ground troops and Special Forces not just to
win war, but to win the peace. 

Instead of over-relying on weapons and tactics to
fight the battles of the past, against enemies out in the
desert or on open seas, we must build mobile and mod-
ern forces to prevail against terrorists hiding in caves or
in the heart of a city. We must broaden our capabilities
to create a military ready for any mission, from armored
battle to urban warfare to homeland security. Yes, we
must invest in missile defense. But not at the cost of other
pressing priorities. We cannot afford to spend billions to
deploy an unproven missile defense system. Not only is
it not ready, but it’s the wrong priority for a war on ter-
ror where the enemy strikes with a bomb in the back of
a truck, or a vial of anthrax in a briefcase.

This is part of a larger problem. From day one, this
administration has been obsessed with threats from
other states—instead of opening their eyes to the perils of
the new century: terrorist organizations with or without
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ties to rogue nations and failed states that can become
their sanctuaries. These are the enemies our military is
facing. And this is where we must train, arm, and equip
our military to win. 

In addition, we must secure our own democracy and
our own borders. Homeland security must be a top pri-
ority of the president. Today, it’s too often something this
administration just pays lip service to when the cameras
are rolling. 

We can’t meet the new threats of this new century
with a military from the last one. We must always be
ready for strategic and conventional missions. But we
must also be committed to build the strongest possible
military to meet the new and greatest threats. I’m run-
ning for president to build a new military for a new time. 

My first order of business as commander in chief will
be to expand America’s active duty forces. Not to
increase the number of soldiers in Iraq, but to add
40,000 new soldiers to prevent and prepare for other
possible conflicts. The fact is, the war in Iraq has taken a
real toll on our armed services. Nine out of ten active
duty Army divisions—ninety percent of the Army’s active
duty combat divisions—are committed to Iraq, either
currently there, preparing to go, or recently returned.
That is a dangerous and potentially disastrous course
that limits our capacity to respond to other crises. 

The war has been especially tough on the Army’s
critical post-war specialists. Civil affairs. Military police.
Combat support units. Psychological operations units.
All are in short supply. All are nearly exhausted. 
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To pick up the slack, since 9-11, we’ve called up our
Guard and Reserves at historic levels. Currently there are
more than 165,000 Guardsman and Reservists on active
duty. In fact, 40 percent of our forces in Iraq are from the
Reserve and the Guard. They are America’s workers,
doctors, mechanics, and first-responders. Some have
been on the ground in Iraq for as many as 15 months—
much longer than was expected or promised. And many
of these units are being pushed to the limit. 

The people of Missouri understand this situation
well. More than 800 of your sons and daughters have
had their deployments extended and their homecomings
delayed. The administration is even planning to send
troops from the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment to
Iraq—a unit whose primary mission has been to prepare
other units for future deployments. 

The effect is clear: our soldiers are stretched too thin. 
The administration’s answer has been to put band-

aids on the problem. They have effectively used a stop-
loss policy as a back door draft. They have extended
tours of duty, delayed retirements, and prevented enlist-
ed personnel from leaving the service. Just yesterday, the
Army announced this would affect even more soldiers
whose units are headed to Iraq and Afghanistan. By
employing these expedients, they’ve increased the forces
by 30,000 troops. 

But this has happened on the backs of the men and
women who’ve already fulfilled their obligation to the
armed forces and to our country—and it runs counter to
the traditions of an all-volunteer military. Because they’re
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serving one tour after another, our soldiers are not get-
ting the training they need or the rest they deserve.
Military families are under incredible strain as it becomes
harder and harder to balance the demands of family life
and military duty. This is especially true at a time when
more than half of our military is married—a dramatic
increase since Vietnam. When you add it up, we are in
danger of creating another hollow Army—a grave con-
cern that I’ve heard time and again over the last few
months from active duty personnel. I heard it in
Pittsburgh from an Army Reserve Captain who had just
returned from Iraq. Like me, he fears that our military
will not be ready for the next mission. That’s not the way
to make America safer. 

The 40,000 new troops I am adding will not be sol-
diers who’ve already been on the front lines, but new vol-
unteers trained and ready to defend their country. And
this will help relieve the strain on our troops; it will bring
more of our soldiers, guardsmen and reservists back
home to their families and get them time for the new
training they need. 

But numbers alone won’t win the war in Iraq or the
war on terror. We need to create a “New Total Force.”
Our military must be prepared to defeat any enemy, any-
time, any place. And our soldiers must be capable of suc-
cess in any conflict. 

As president, I will double our Special Forces capa-
bility to fight the war on terror. That’s the second part of
my plan to modernize the military. Our Special Forces
are the troops who land behind enemy lines, conduct
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counter-terrorism operations, perform reconnaissance
missions, and gather intelligence. In Afghanistan, after
September 11th, they took the fight to the Taliban with
remarkable creativity. They also train local forces to take
on the responsibilities themselves and they build the rela-
tionships that are vital for our victory in the war on ter-
ror. We saw what they could do during the Iraq war,
when two teams of American Green Berets totaling 31
men worked with Kurdish troops to defeat an Iraqi force
numbering in the hundreds. The victory at the battle of
Debecka Pass is a tribute to the flexibility, training, and
courage of American Special Forces—all essential to win-
ning the war on terror. 

We must also recognize that the battle itself is only
half the mission. In any conflict, we need an expanded,
well-trained force, with soldiers prepared for both war
and its aftermath. 

As president, I will also increase our civil affairs per-
sonnel—those who arrive on the scene after the conflict
is over and help win the peace. They work with local
leaders and officials to get the schools back in shape, the
hospitals reopened, and banks up and running. 

We also need—and a Kerry administration will pro-
vide—more military police, because public order is a crit-
ical step to winning the peace. At the same time, we
should move greater responsibility for non-military mis-
sions to civilian agencies to ease the burden on our troops.

As president, I will build a modern military, with the
best trained troops and the most modern equipment and
technology. That’s the third part of my plan. The war in
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Iraq has left us with a hefty bill to pay. Our equipment is
worn from the daily assault of battle and the harsh
effects of an unforgiving desert. We must repair, replace,
and upgrade it to maintain the highest level of readiness. 

We can’t have a 21st century military unless we’re
using 21st century technology and preparing our forces
for 21st century threats. We need a military that is
equipped for the next fight, not the last one. That means
educating, training, and arming every soldier with state-
of-the-art equipment, whether it’s body armor or
weapons. And it means employing the most sophisticat-
ed communications to help our troops prevail and pro-
tect themselves in battle. Right now, the technology
exists to let a soldier see what’s over the next hill or
around the next bend in the road. Every soldier in every
unit should have access to that modern breakthrough,
which can be the difference between life and death. As
president, I will see to it that they do. 

I will also accelerate the development of non-lethal
technologies, like directed energy weapons, that can
incapacitate the enemy, without risking the lives of inno-
cent bystanders. The need for this technology is driven by
pure military strategy. With more of the world’s popula-
tions living in cities, it’s more critical than ever that our
military be able to carry out their missions with the least
harm to civilians. As we saw in Fallujah and Najaf, our
forces may advance on the ground, but innocent casual-
ties can cost us victory in the minds of the people. This is
especially true in the war on terror, where our forces
must track down leaders and their cells no matter where
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they’re hiding, even if it’s in the center of a densely pop-
ulated city. 

Technology also plays a critical role in keeping the
worst weapons out of the hands of rogue states and ter-
rorists. On Tuesday, I proposed a broad agenda to limit
the spread of nuclear weapons and material. But we must
recognize if the worst does happen, and dangerous
weapons technology falls into the wrong hands, the pres-
ident must have at his disposal every instrument of force
necessary to destroy those weapons before they are used
against the United States, its citizens, or its allies. Before
the war in Afghanistan, there were troubling reports that
our military lacked forces specifically trained and target-
ed to seizing and dismantling nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical weapons. We simply can’t win the war on terror
if we can’t control the world’s most lethal weapons. As
president, I will build new forces that specialize in find-
ing, securing, and destroying weapons of mass destruc-
tion and the facilities that build them. 

However, technology alone isn’t the answer. We must
educate and train our forces differently. This commitment
to innovation must be wedded to a continuing investment
in the men and women of the American military. Their
training, education, and professional development will
transform this new technology into real military power. 

But one thing we’ve all learned in the war on terror
is that America can’t lead abroad unless we’re secure at
home. While this administration has taken steps to pro-
tect our borders, they’ve left out a key asset in the fight
on terror—our National Guard. The Guard has kept our
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nation safe since the militias gathered at Lexington and
Concord. They’ve served in every war, and they’re serv-
ing now. In fact, after September 11th, they were the first
ones called on to line city streets, guard bridges, and
patrol our airports. 

But today, too many of them are far away from
home and the Guard as a whole is not integrated into
an effective strategy for homeland security. The
National Guard was intended to complement, not be a
substitute for, active duty forces. Sending thousands of
National Guard members to Iraq has actually weak-
ened our ability to defend our own country. Members
of the Guard are first responders across the country—
fire fighters, police officers, and emergency medical
technicians. To take them out of their communities is
to take down a critical first line of defense. That’s no
way to protect America. 

As president, I will make homeland security one of
the primary missions of the National Guard. While the
military can’t solve the entire homeland security chal-
lenge, the National Guard can make an important con-
tribution to the mission. That’s the fourth part of my
plan—modernizing our National Guard. I will assign
Guard units to a standing joint task force, commanded
by a General from the Guard. This task force will pre-
pare and, if necessary, execute a coordinated strategy for
homeland safety, working with the states and the federal
government to react in times of crisis. 

Just as it was in the time of Harry Truman, and in all
the years of the Cold War, the job of commander in chief
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is now central to the presidency. As president, I will use
military force to protect our interests anywhere in the
world, whenever necessary. But strong leadership
demands more than the willingness to use force. It means
directing the use of the right tools at the right time for the
right purpose and the right cause. Only then will we be
strong and respected around the world. 

Strong leadership means striking a balance between
the Department of Defense and the other agencies
focused on America’s national security. It means coordi-
nating our national power rather than competing for
bureaucratic power. It means building a first-rate intelli-
gence community, because no president can act wisely
without it. 

Strong leadership means listening to and respecting
the advice, wisdom, and experience of our professional
military—and never letting ideology trump the truth. It
means working with Congress in a bipartisan fashion to
make our military stronger. 

Strong leadership means setting goals for a new mil-
itary, insisting on progress, and seeing the mission
through to success. 

Strong leadership means building alliances to help
win the war on terror and stem the spread of nuclear,
biological or chemical weapons. 

If Harry Truman were standing here today, I know
that he would believe, as I do, that America’s strength
demands a new military for a new time—what he once
called “the strongest, toughest and most enduring forces
in the world.” 
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Above all, as president, I will never forget the pledge
with which I began today: I will always remember that
our security and our strength begins with a single soldier,
standing a single post somewhere in the world. And we
should be grateful to the men and women willing to do
it, with such grace and such courage.
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“Creating a New Community 
of the Americas”

Remarks of Senator John Kerry to the National Association 
of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials

Washington, D.C.

June 26, 2004

I want to thank all of you for coming today. It’s wonder-
ful to be back at NALEO. Last year, we met in Arizona.
This year, we’re in Washington. We’re clearly headed in
the right direction. With your help, next year we’ll have
a new place to meet just a few blocks from here. 

Last summer, when we met, the primaries were just
heating up. Since things turned out so well, I’ve decided
that coming here must’ve been a good idea. So I’m going
to keep coming back. Because together we can take back
the White House—and put more of you in elected offices
all across America. 

I want to thank you for the work you’re doing every
day to build a stronger America. Hispanics may be the
fastest growing group in our country, but you’ve always
held on to your basic values—values that built America:
strong families, deep faith, and closely-knit communities.
You have never forgotten what Cesar Chavez once said,
“We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget
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about progress and prosperity for our community.”
From the boardroom to the barrio, you embody the
American ideal—out of many, we are one. And as you
have shown us, now, more than ever, we must stand as
one America. 

Today, thanks to you, we are one step closer to an
America that’s stronger at home and respected in the
world. And that’s what I want to talk about this morn-
ing: how together we can create opportunity for
Hispanics here at home and build stronger relationships
with Latin America. 

We’re here to fight for good-paying jobs that let
American workers actually get ahead. 

We’re here to make health care a right for all of our
people.

We’re here to make this nation energy independent.
And we’re here to build a strong military, and lead

strong alliances, so that our military is never overextend-
ed and young Americans are never put in harm’s way
because we went it alone. 

You know, I was born in an Army hospital in Denver,
Colorado when my father was a pilot in World War II.
My father and my mother taught me the value of service. 

I’ve always been determined to give something back
to my country—as a soldier, as a prosecutor, as a Senator.
And now, I’m running for president. It’s been a great
adventure and a great privilege. So many of you have
welcomed Teresa and me into your homes and hearts.
You have told us the stories of your lives—and they have
become the work of my life.
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The poet Langston Hughes told the stories in this
way: “Let America be America again. Let it be the dream
it used to be”—for those “whose sweat and blood, whose
faith and pain, whose hand at the foundry, whose plow in
the rain must bring back our mighty dream again.” 

In 2004, we have to bring back our mighty dream
again. We have to make America all that it can become. 

You know, working families all across our country
are living by the oldest and greatest of American val-
ues—hard work, service, and caring for one another. 

And I’m running for president because I believe that
our government should live by those values, too.

It’s time to remember a basic truth: a stronger
America begins right here at home.

In the last three years, Hispanic American unemploy-
ment has soared more than 30 percent. 1.4 million
Hispanic Americans are out of work. And those finally
getting jobs, are being paid an average of $9000 less a year. 

But, as you know better than anybody, as wages are
going down, Latino health care costs are going up;
tuitions are going up; bills are going up. So, more and
more Latinos are working weekends; some of them are
working two jobs, three jobs—and they’re still not get-
ting ahead. 

And to add insult to injury, their hard-earned tax
dollars are actually paying corporations to export good
American jobs. 

Twenty years ago, middle-class families with one par-
ent working used to be able to buy a home and pay for
college. But today, two incomes barely cover the basics. 

Creat ing  a  New Community  of  the  Americas

209

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 209



And, as you know too well, if anything at all goes
wrong—an illness or a temporary layoff—most families
can’t pay the bills and they risk losing everything they’ve
built and saved for. 

In America, a rising tide is supposed to lift all
boats. But today, the middle-class boat is taking on
water. Like most Americans, I believe we can do better
than 1.9 million lost private sector jobs, rising costs,
and shrinking incomes. I believe in the American econ-
omy and American workers. 

We all know that the middle class built this coun-
try. Franklin Roosevelt understood that. And so did
Bill Clinton. But for nearly four years now, Washington
has ignored the middle class, putting wealth ahead of
work, something-for-nothing ahead of responsibility,
and what’s right for the few ahead of what’s right for
America. 

I believe in building up our great middle class—espe-
cially the millions of Hispanic Americans coming into the
middle class—respecting their work, honoring their val-
ues, and lifting them up in the toughest of times. I’m run-
ning for president because I want an economy that
strengthens and expands the middle class, not one that
squeezes it. 

We’re going to cut taxes for the middle class. And
we’re going to rollback the Bush tax cuts for those who
make over $200,000 a year, invest in education, in health
care, and we’re going to cut the deficit in half. 

I want middle-class taxes to go down, so your
incomes go up. 
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Let me tell you, we need a president who fights for
your job as hard as he fights for his own.

I have a plan to put good paying jobs at the heart of
our economy. And when I’m president, American taxpay-
ers will never again subsidize the loss of their own jobs. 

We’re going to close tax loopholes that pay compa-
nies to move our jobs overseas—and we’re going to
reward companies that create good jobs here in
America. 

My plan calls for tough enforcement of our trade
agreements. We’re gonna stop other countries from vio-
lating those agreements and walking away with the
store. Because I’ll tell you what I’ve seen traveling across
this country, if you give American workers a fair playing
field, there’s no one in the world that the American
worker can’t compete against. 

Trade with our neighbors will make us all stronger.
But trade without respect is not what our neighbors
want—and neither is one-note insistence on free trade
agreements. We need to lift up living standards and
working conditions for all working men and women in
the U.S. and around the world. As president, I will fight
for labor and environment protections in every single
trade agreement. 

I will also work to strengthen our economic and
political ties with our neighbors in Latin America, the
Caribbean and Canada. I will bring us back to the
negotiating table to develop a Central American Free
Trade Agreement that provides economic benefits, cre-
ates jobs and includes strong protections for labor and
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the environment. And I will do the same in our nego-
tiations for the Free Trade Area of the Americas.

Let America be America again.
Being strong at home means extending educational

opportunity to every child in America, wherever they
live, wherever their parents came from. We need to make
sure there is a great teacher in every classroom, especial-
ly in our hardest pressed communities, and especially for
kids who are learning English in our schools. And
through programs like GEAR UP and TRIO, we need to
reach out to our children and send them a clear message:
if you work hard, if you stick with it, not only will you
finish high school, but we will make sure you can afford
college, graduate, live the American Dream.

And being strong at home means health care that is
affordable and accessible to all Americans.

Right now, there are millions of Americans—including
one out of every three Latinos—who go to bed every night
without basic health care. And I’ve met scores of them.
Families with names like Gutierrez, Garcia, and Martinez. 

I’m running for president because I believe their fam-
ily’s health care is just as important as any politician’s in
Washington, D.C.

Let me just ask you: 
Have your health insurance premiums gone up in the

last few years? 
Have your co-payments gone up? 
Have your deductibles gone up? 
Then you need to tell this Administration we’re fed

up and their time is up.
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For almost four years, they’ve had no plan, while ris-
ing health care costs are hurting families and making it
harder and harder for businesses to compete. My plan
will take on the waste and greed in the health care sys-
tem. It will reduce the average premium by $1,000 a
year. It will expand coverage to 95 percent of Americans,
including 99 percent of our kids. And, it will crack down
on skyrocketing drug prices. 

This Administration has it absolutely backwards.
They say it’s alright to export American jobs. Well, I say
it’s only right to let Americans import prescription drugs
from Canada. 

They say we should give billions more to big drug
companies. I say we should give seniors a real prescrip-
tion drug benefit under Medicare. 

And in a Kerry Administration, we will stop being
the only advanced nation in the world which fails to
understand that health care is not a privilege for the
elected and the connected or the wealthy—it is a right for
every American—so let America be America again.

And being strong at home means always remember-
ing that we are a nation of immigrants. America would-
n’t be where it is today—as a country and as a people—
if it weren’t for immigrants. And neither would I—
because I married one! My wife Teresa was raised under
a dictatorship in Mozambique. She didn’t get to cast a
vote in America until she was 31. But I can tell you, as
much as she loves her roots and loves her heritage, I have
met few people who love America as much as she does.
Teresa is not alone. From soldiers to students, there are
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thousands of immigrants who have come to our shores
and made America a better place. 

Every year, hundreds seeking only a better life die in
the desert. Millions labor in the shadows of our country,
in fear and often abused. This does not serve our econo-
my or our security. It doesn’t reflect our values as a coun-
try built by immigrants. 

It is time to fulfill the promise of America, so that
those who work hard and take responsibility can build a
better life for themselves and their families. Good people
who are living here, working hard and paying taxes
should have a path to equal citizenship in the American
community. And families should be reunited more quick-
ly. Our worker visa system should be fixed so it protects
the wages and working conditions of U.S. workers and
temporary workers. And as we do all this, we should
improve our border security, fix our watch lists, and
make Mexico a real partner, so that our country is safe
from those who’d harm us. 

A stronger America is also one that’s respected in the
world. But we will never be respected, unless, as Franklin
Roosevelt once said, we are a good neighbor “who res-
olutely respects … the rights of others.” 

Of course, Roosevelt was speaking of Latin America,
and the message he sent has influenced every administra-
tion, from Kennedy to Clinton. They understood that a
strong Latin America is key to a strong America. 

The 1990s were particularly good for Latin America
and U.S.-Latin American relations. There was an almost
universal embrace of democracy and institutional
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reform—and Latin America edged ever closer to first-
world economies and values. And that was good for the
United States. What happens in this hemisphere has a
profound effect on Main Street, U.S.A.—from our jobs to
healthcare, from immigration to schools. In the Americas,
foreign policy and domestic policy blur into one. It’s fair
to say that nearly every corner of the United States feels
the effects of our relations with our neighbors. 

That’s why it’s been such a disappointment that
this Administration has forgotten Roosevelt’s good
advice. Instead of being a good neighbor, the president
has ignored a wide range of ills—including political
and financial crises, runaway unemployment, and drug
trafficking. And his one-note policy toward Latin
America of one-size-fits-all trade agreements have
stripped the respect and partnership that marked the
Clinton years. 

In 1994, President Clinton convened the Summit of
the Americas—the first summit in a quarter-century. As
president, I will build on that spirit and help forge a new
and broader “Community of the Americas.” A commu-
nity where neighbors look after neighbors, recognizing
that we all have a stake in each other’s future. 

At the core of this Community of the Americas will
be the bottom-line defense of democracy and the rule of
law. While democracy has moved forward in countries
like Mexico, Brazil, and Chile, we can’t sit by and watch
as mob violence drives a president from office, like what
happened in Bolivia or Argentina—or even encourage
him to flee, as we did in Haiti. We will not welcome a
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government named by a military junta, as was the case in
Venezuela. Strong democratic states with transparent
rules and a broad respect for the rule of law are essential
to alleviating poverty and inequality in the region. As
president, I will strongly support democratic institutions,
assist democracy where it is troubled, and promote
democracy in Cuba. 

I will create a Council for Democracy with distin-
guished international leaders who can work with the
Organization of American States to resolve crises before
order is threatened and blood is shed. I will also triple
funding for the National Endowment for Democracy’s
programs that strengthen democracy in Latin America.
And I will support the Social Investment and
Development Fund for the Americas. This $500 million
fund will promote public and private partnerships in the
region, and give training and developmental assistance
to startup companies. 

I will also create a “North American Security
Perimeter” to better facilitate the legitimate travel of law-
abiding citizens and crack down on bad actors trying to
enter the United States. By working closely with our bor-
der neighbors to coordinate our customs, immigration
and law enforcement policies, we can better protect the
region from terrorist threats. 

Finally, we are also losing the hearts and minds of a
generation of leaders in Latin America by making it
harder for young people to get visas to study here. As
president, I will triple the number of educational
exchanges, and encourage colleges to give tuition waivers
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to foreign students in exchange for internships overseas
for our students. 

The Community of Americas is about working
together toward shared goals. In the war on terror, in the
war on poverty, in the war on drug smuggling, in our
many common battles, we must look to our neighbors as
partners, not as second-class citizens, so this can truly be
the Century of the Americas. 

When I was in Vietnam, I served on a small boat on
the Mekong Delta with men who came from places as
diverse as South Carolina and Iowa … Arkansas and
California. 

We were literally all in the same boat—and we
came together as one. No one asked us our politics. No
one cared where we went to school or what our back-
grounds were. 

We were just a band of brothers who all fought
under the same flag, and all prayed to the same God.
Today, we’re a little bit older, we’re a little bit greyer. But
we still know how to fight for our country. And what
we’re fighting for is an America where all of us are truly
in the same boat. 

We’re not just Democrats or Republicans. We are
Americans. We have to end the divisions in this country.
We have to work together for the America we can become. 

So, I ask for your help. Talk to your neighbors; talk
to your friends. Enlist in our cause. 

My friends, this is the most important election of our
lifetime. And that’s not something I’m telling you. That’s
something Americans have told me again and again. 
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In great movements for civil rights and equal rights
and the environment, we have come together as one
America to give life to our mighty dream. 

So come together again and stand up for a great pur-
pose—to make America stronger at home and respected
in the world. 

We’re a country of the future; we’re a country of
optimists. We’re the can-do people. And no one under-
stands that more than America’s Latinos. People who’ve
come here to work hard, pay taxes, and raise their chil-
dren. No one has a bigger stake in America’s future. We
just need to believe in ourselves. 

Que America sea America. Para Todos. 
Let America be America again. 
Si se puede! Si se puede! Si se puede!
Thank you, and God bless you.
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Excerpts from

“Restoring American Leadership”
Remarks of Senator John Edwards 

at the Center for Strategic and International Studies

Washington, D.C.

October 7, 2002

How America exercises its leadership will be key to how
we meet the many challenges and opportunities before
us: whether it’s transforming our relationship with a
changing Russia or China or a unifying Europe, helping
African countries deal with their problems and realize
their great potential, keeping countries like India and
Pakistan at peace, or fighting diseases like AIDS that rav-
age societies.

But the first responsibility of any government is the
safety and security of its citizens. I believe that, today,
that responsibility imposes three challenges above all
others: first, to eliminate the threat of chemical, biologi-
cal, and nuclear weapons; second, to win the war on ter-
rorism; and third, to promote democracy and freedom
around the world, especially the Middle East.

I believe that the successful pursuit of these goals can
only come through American leadership of the world—
not American disregard for it. Leadership is one of those

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 219



words that is used so often it sometimes loses its mean-
ing. But sometime soon, if our men and women in uni-
form are sent in battle into Iraq, we will see very clearly
what leadership means. Because if we lead properly, oth-
ers will join us, adding moral and military strength to our
cause, sharing the dangers of war and the burdens of
peace that will follow. But if we fail to lead, we will bear
those risks and costs alone.

American leadership is about more than our ability
to dominate others. It is about convincing others that
our power serves their interests as well as our own. We
inspire others to stand with us when we show that we
are willing to stand with them, to listen to them, to take
their views and contributions into account instead of
taking them for granted. Too often, this administration
seems to confuse leadership with going it alone and
engagement with the compromise of principle—but
real leadership is about setting principles and rallying
others around them.

That kind of leadership rallied the free world to con-
tain the threat of communism and built the transatlantic
alliance that won the Cold War. That kind of leadership
under President Bush’s father turned back Iraq’s aggres-
sion against Kuwait, not just by force of arms but by
force of argument that brought the world to our side.
Under President Clinton, that kind of American leader-
ship rallied the world to end ethnic cleansing in Bosnia
and Kosovo. And it inspired the world when we dedicat-
ed ourselves, despite all the risks and frustrations, to
bring peace to the Middle East.

OUR PLAN FOR AMERICA

220

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 220



Over half a century, that kind of American leader-
ship created institutions like NATO; it earned us allies; it
won us true and enduring friends. And when America
was attacked on September 11th, the legacy of that lead-
ership could be seen in the solidarity of friends in every
part of the world.

How then is it that one year later, what could and
should be the world’s fight against terrorism and
weapons of mass destruction is seen as our fight alone?

…The problem is that in word and deed, the admin-
istration frequently sends the message that others don’t
matter. It rightly demands that our allies back efforts
vital to America’s interests, but then shows disdain for
cooperative endeavors and agreements important to
theirs. Indeed, it often treats allies as an afterthought,
gratuitously rubbing in its contempt with statements like
the one Secretary Rumsfeld recently made in Europe,
when he said it never even occurred to him to use NATO
to aid the war in Afghanistan.

Instead of demonstrating “purpose without arro-
gance” as the president promised in his inaugural
address, the administration’s foreign policy projects the
opposite: arrogance without purpose. We seem deter-
mined to act alone for the sake of acting alone, which
may be the easy way to achieve our short-term ends, but
will never result in long-term security.

Our greatest challenges require the active commitment
of our friends, allies, partners, and in fact, the world.
Unilateral action will not win the war against terrorism. It
will not stop the spread of weapons of mass destruction.
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It will not produce thriving new democracies from
the wreckage of failed or crushed totalitarian regimes.
And it certainly won’t protect the global environment,
win the fight against HIV/AIDS, or address the scourge
of deep poverty around the world.

This doesn’t mean we will never have differences
with our friends and allies. We will. But what’s important
is how we resolve those differences—or agree not to. We
should always stick to our principles, do our very best to
bring others to our way of thinking, and remain commit-
ted to resolving disputes in a respectful way. Picking up
and walking away is not an exercise of leadership—it is
an abdication of it. A leader who has to go it alone is no
longer leading anybody.

In that context, let me say a few things about the
administration’s so-called preemption doctrine. Let’s
begin here: if we believe the United States is about to be
attacked, or faces an imminent threat, then we have an
absolute right to protect ourselves. It’s called self-
defense—it isn’t new; it isn’t controversial; and it doesn’t
need a fancy new name.

But this administration did not just reassert our right
to self-defense. That would have been fine, especially
when our security requires us to act before terrorists
strike. Instead, they asserted a new doctrine that suggests
a uniquely American right to use force wherever and
whenever we decide it’s appropriate. Some in the admin-
istration seem to believe that military force can be used
as first resort to meet our legitimate foreign policy goals.
The result has been distracting and damaging.
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At a time when we should be working to lead the
world towards a solution on the specific problem of Iraq,
it is completely counter-productive for the administra-
tion to pronounce a doctrine that is not only unnecessary
to justify action, but that alienates most of our friends
and makes it harder for countries to cooperate with us.

…We must make a genuine commitment to help build
a democratic Iraq after the fall of Saddam. And let’s be
clear: a genuine commitment means a real commitment of
time, resources, and yes, leadership. Democracy will not
spring up by itself or overnight in a multi-ethnic, compli-
cated, society that has suffered under one repressive
regime after another for generations. The Iraqi people
deserve and need our help to rebuild their lives and to cre-
ate a prosperous, thriving, open society. All Iraqis—includ-
ing Sunnis, Shia and Kurds—deserve to be represented.

This is not just a moral imperative. It is a security
imperative. It is in America’s national interest to help
build an Iraq at peace with itself and its neighbors,
because a democratic, tolerant and accountable Iraq will
be a peaceful regional partner. And such an Iraq could
serve as a model for the entire Arab world.

We know that military planning is in high gear, and
that’s good; but democracy planning needs to be in high
gear as well. For example, we should be asking NATO
now to start planning for a post-conflict peacekeeping
role, and we need to start consulting with others now
about sharing the financial burden of reconstruction.

…We must lead our allies to greater collaboration,
we must lead our friends to greater vigilance, we must
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lead our partners to greater participation—and we must
lead problem states into adherence with the internation-
al agreements and programs to prevent proliferation.

If we’re serious about dealing with this problem once
and for all—and if we want to prevent future threats like
Iraq from arising—then the United States must see non-
proliferation for what it is: a strategic imperative, vital to
our national interests.

Unfortunately, the administration’s policies have
moved the U.S. in the opposite direction. So far, the admin-
istration has spent far more diplomatic energy to weaken
international consensus against proliferation than it has to
strengthen it. Since coming into office, the administration
has blocked efforts to strengthen the Biological Weapons
Convention and the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. In
its 31-page National Security Strategy, there is only one
paragraph that says anything about strengthening preven-
tive measures like non-proliferation.

This gratuitous unilateralism is coupled with neglect
of programs that will make America safer over the long-
term. Right now, the administration spends four times
more on developing missile defense than on supporting
programs to safeguard nuclear weapons in the former
Soviet Union. It spends five times more on programs to
resume nuclear testing than it does to prevent nuclear
weapons from spreading.

These are the wrong priorities at exactly the
wrong moment. The world needs more U.S. leader-
ship on these issues, not less. Just as the U.S. must lead
a global coalition against Iraq, it must forge a global
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coalition against the larger threat from weapons of
mass destruction.

We must address the most insidious threat posed by
weapons of mass destruction, the threat posed by terror-
ists. We must do much more to support the many disar-
mament programs already in place to dismantle weapons
and prevent access to weapons-grade materials in Russia
and the former Soviet states; we must devote the maxi-
mum resources necessary to support cooperative threat
reduction programs, including Nunn-Lugar.

…The first thing we need to do with regard to the
war on terror is to recognize that, like the fight against
weapons of mass destruction, it will never be won
through unilateral American action. As powerful as we
are, we cannot be everywhere and learn everything with-
out cooperation from our friends and allies. Al Qaeda
alone is known to operate in more than 60 countries. We
need the cooperation of intelligence and law enforcement
agencies around the world to cast a global net for terror-
ists, to infiltrate their cells, learn their plans, disrupt their
operations, cut off their funds, and stop them cold.

Second, the Bush administration must rethink its vis-
ceral rejection of greater leadership in post-Taliban
Afghanistan. Our military brilliantly routed the Taliban
and disrupted al Qaeda. Since that time, the administra-
tion’s leadership in helping to provide security and stabil-
ity in Afghanistan has been sorely lacking.

As of now, the international peacekeeping force is
still confined to the area around Kabul, leaving most of
Afghanistan in lawless disarray. That is a mistake, and
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we will pay for it when the unguarded fields of chaos in
Afghanistan produce the next Osama bin Laden.

To be fair, the administration’s position on whether
to expand the international security presence outside of
Kabul has recently shifted from active opposition to sim-
ple indifference. But that obviously isn’t good enough.
The security needs in Afghanistan are urgent. I saw that
first-hand when I visited Afghanistan earlier this year.
And last month’s assassination attempt against President
Karzai only underscores this.

Since returning from Afghanistan, I have consistent-
ly called for a sustained international presence through-
out the country to fill the security vacuum, promote sta-
bility, and create the conditions democracy needs to take
root and flourish.

We cannot do this alone; indeed—and again—we
should not. But American leadership and American
engagement are necessary. We have the finest military in
the world, and should be willing to put troops on the
ground. But real leadership here does not have to mean a
commitment of enormous additional American resources.

We should be prepared to do what we do best, such
as logistical, communications and intelligence support,
and we should make a serious effort to recruit a much
larger international force to help keep the peace. We’ve
proved that we have firepower. Now we must show that
we have staying power.

Finally, we need to do a much better job defending
our security here at home. Since September 11, Americans
have recognized an extraordinary threat: a sophisticated,
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international terrorist organization that is at war with
America and present within America. And we have real-
ized that we must respond, and respond strongly.

To make America safe in this new era, we must be
willing to do two things that Washington in general and
this administration in particular don’t like to do: first, be
honest with ourselves about what hasn’t worked, and
second, have the courage to try a new approach that will.
As we do those two things, we have to remember who
we are, what our values are, and what we stand for as a
country: liberty, democracy, the rule of law. We have to
commit that our actions today make us strong now and
will make our children proud in 50 years.

…I believe we must do more to guarantee our safety.
But when we limit our basic liberty, we should be able to
explain why that’s necessary to make us safer. That is a sim-
ple principle regularly ignored by this Attorney General.

On the detention of enemy combatants, for example,
I believe the administration’s approach is just plain wrong.

As a matter of law and a matter of common sense, a
member of al Qaeda is not entitled to all the protections
of our criminal justice system. Al Qaeda is at war with
us, and we are at war with them.

But this administration is not simply saying that. They
are saying that the government can arrest an American cit-
izen on American soil, deny him access to a lawyer, deny
him meaningful access to a judge, and keep him in jail for
as long as they want. In other words, they are saying that
they have the power to place certain U.S. citizens beyond
due process of law, beyond any protection of law.
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This is how they do things in dictatorships like Syria
and Burma. This is not how we do things in America. But
now, because of what this administration is doing, other
countries can mimic our arguments to justify practices we
have long condemned. In August, Liberia’s Charles Taylor
labeled three of his jailed critics as “illegal combatants”
beyond the reach of civil courts. America should be a
model for the world, but not this way.

…This administration would have us believe that we
have to choose between security and freedom, even as
they let us down on both scores. But the great thing
about America is that we are strong and free.

That is what we ought to remember today—especial-
ly because our strength and freedom at home is an indis-
pensable part of America’s leadership to promote democ-
racy and liberty around the world. The president’s
National Security Strategy is right to address that goal.
But it is not enough to encourage other countries to pro-
tect basic rights unless we support those rights with vig-
orous action.

…The United States should lead a global coalition to
promote democracy. I say that knowing full well that some
of our partners in the war on terrorism are not democra-
cies. But that is a contradiction we will have to confront.
Countries like Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Uzbekistan aren’t
helping us in the long run if they keep denying their peo-
ple peaceful avenues for expressing dissent. They’re just
driving their people toward violent alternatives.

Ultimately, there is no greater force for peace, pros-
perity, and against terrorism than the promotion of dem-
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ocratic regimes that respect human rights and the rule of
law, both within and beyond their borders. That’s one
reason why the administration’s lack of leadership plan-
ning for post-Saddam Iraq and lack of leadership action
in post-Taliban Afghanistan are so troubling for our
long-term security interests.

Today, the majority of people in the world choose
their governments in democratic elections. But many of
the newest democracies are losing popular support, in
part because they have been unable to deliver on prom-
ises to end corruption and fight poverty. By the same
token, many of the poorest countries of the world have
been unable to escape the trap of underdevelopment,
precisely because they have been unwilling to embrace
democracy and good government.

We should therefore launch a far-reaching new effort
to build the infrastructure of just and lawful societies—a
free press and civil society, open and fair elections, and
the legal, political, and regulatory institutions to make
government accountable before the law and the people,
and create a healthy environment for investment.

This requires more money for democratic assistance.
It also requires a new approach to foreign aid. I support
the administration’s effort to allocate more money to
those countries that govern justly and responsibly.

The effort to promote democracy has also stalled at
the borders of the Islamic world. No area of the world is
more critical to our interests, yet no area of the world is
as undemocratic. We have tolerated and in fact support-
ed authoritarian regimes in part because we depend on
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them for the oil our country needs. This is why a real
commitment to energy independence—a commitment
this administration lacks—will not only strengthen our
own economy, but will also free us to promote the values
we believe in.

…In short, we must forge a common approach with
our closest allies to give the people of the Greater Middle
East the same opportunities we all seek: to live with dig-
nity and liberty; to live with hope and without fear; to
live with opportunity and freedom. 

We shouldn’t pretend that this will be easy. Political
change will take time and will have to come primarily
from within. But it probably won’t come at all unless
attitudes about America and its intentions also change.
In this respect, a visible American effort to help democ-
racy take root in Iraq and Afghanistan will help.

So will rededicating ourselves to ending the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. We must remember this fundamen-
tal fact: America’s power makes it unique; but its princi-
ples and authority make it great. And our greatness
comes through the exercise of principled leadership—
leadership that sets an example, leadership that inspires
others to follow; leadership that will make others
stronger and bring more countries by our side. It is the
kind of leadership that presidents of both political parties
understood and practiced. It is the kind of leadership we
need today.
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Excerpts from 

“Protecting the Homeland”
Remarks of Senator John Edwards

at the Brookings Institution

Washington, D.C.

December 18, 2002

…The first and foremost responsibility of any govern-
ment is to protect its citizens from harm. It is time for all
of us, without regard to party, to say what everyone of
us knows: Washington is not doing enough to make
America safe. If the administration continues to do too
little, it will be too late again. We must do better.

I don’t accept the notion that another devastating
attack is inevitable. I will never accept that. It’s fearful,
it’s defeatist, and it’s a victory for the terrorists. Our job
is to do everything we can to stop them. We have to sum-
mon every last bit of American strength, guts, and wits
to win this war. If we do, we will.

Protecting America requires clear leadership from
America around the world, and a comprehensive home-
land defense here at home. Today I’m going to focus on
what we need to do to strengthen our domestic security,
offensively to catch terrorists before they attack, and
defensively to prevent harm if an attack comes. 
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…When it comes to fighting the war on terror around
the globe, we have to keep the big picture in mind, and
stay true to our principles. This administration needs to
rethink its visceral, short-sighted rejection of greater lead-
ership in post-Taliban Afghanistan. We need a new rela-
tionship with Saudi Arabia, one that no longer ignores
that regime’s pattern of tolerance and denial when it
comes to terrorists. We need to address the grave prolifer-
ation risk posed by North Korea, and we need to do it in
a way that is clear, competent, and consistent. 

…First and foremost, there simply is no compre-
hensive strategy for domestic security. We’ve addressed
a few vulnerabilities, not the full range of challenges.
Yes, we’ve created a massive new federal agency, and
it’s a positive step that I supported. But at this point the
new Department of Homeland Security is more of a
political achievement for the administration than a sub-
stantive achievement for America’s security. A new
agency and new office space won’t help us infiltrate ter-
rorist organizations operating right now in our country.
It won’t stop terrorists or their weapons from getting
through the holes in our borders or our ports. It won’t
provide equipment and training for police to protect
bridges and tunnels, or cause companies to protect vul-
nerable chemical plants. It won’t help police officers,
firemen, and EMT’s on the front lines to coordinate
their response in the event of an attack. In short, the
homeland security bill is a perfect example of how long
it takes Washington to come up with an answer that
won’t even solve the problem.
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Second, this administration continues to have its
priorities out of whack. Against all reason, the admin-
istration stubbornly clings to tax cuts that will benefit
only the top one percent of Americans while arguing
that we can’t afford vital measures to protect the very
lives of our people. Congress has passed legislation to
strengthen border security, port security, cybersecurity,
and guard against bioterrorism. I wrote provisions in
all those bills, but for the most part they’re not being
funded the way they should be. President Bush has
actually vetoed billions of dollars for domestic defense,
and he is refusing to release $1.5 billion that should go
to police, firefighters, and first responders who face
layoffs as I speak. 

The president made a big show out of vetoing a $5
billion emergency bill, half of which was for domestic
defense, while the rest included money to fight forest
fires and essential aid for Israel. But $5 billion is about
what it will cost for just one month if we fully eliminate
the estate tax under the president’s plan, mostly benefit-
ing just 3,000 or so multi-millionaire families. How this
administration can prefer tax cuts for the most fortunate
one percent of Americans over domestic defense for 100
percent of Americans is beyond me, but they do.

…In short, when it comes to homeland security, the
administration has been expert at politics and erratic in
practice. Instead, homeland security should be our
unequivocal priority; our strategy must be comprehen-
sive; and our approach must honor the way of life we are
defending: faith and family, duty and service, individual
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freedoms and a common purpose to build one nation
under God.

….September 11th awakened us to the massive dam-
age terrorists could cause with airplanes, and we’ve
taken good measures to harden airline security.
Unfortunately, we have a dangerous pattern of closing
the barn door after the terrorists have attacked. It’s time
to get ahead of them. We know they want to cause the
most death, destruction, economic disruption, and fear
they can. And so while we can never predict just what
terrorists will do, we have a pretty good sense about
other likely targets. We need to harden those targets.

Start with nuclear safety. Today, nuclear waste ship-
ments are highly vulnerable—we need better security for
the routes and stronger casks for the shipments. The sit-
uation at nuclear plants is even more troubling. Before
9/11, plants were failing about half their security evalua-
tions. Even now, guards have repeatedly reported that
they don’t have essential training and equipment, and
they’re understaffed and underpaid. 

These are the very same issues we saw in airport
security prior to 9/11. And we know how we met that
problem, even if the administration wasn’t crazy about
it. We did it by putting well-trained, well-paid federal
guards into airports. Airport security isn’t perfect, but
it’s a whole lot better than before. Given the terrible
cost of an attack on a nuclear plant or a theft from
one, we need a federal security force for nuclear facili-
ties, carefully trained and regularly tested through
emergency simulations. 
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America’s 12,000 chemical facilities also pose a dan-
gerous threat. There are roughly 25,000 fires, spills or
explosions involving hazardous materials every year. The
Union Carbide chemical disaster in India killed at least
3,000 people—and it was an accident. An attack could
achieve horrifying results. One hundred and twenty three
plants store toxic chemicals that could endanger a mil-
lion people or more if they were released. 

The Bush administration was actually moving
towards a commonsense solution that would set mini-
mum standards for safety at chemical plants—internal
EPA documents clearly indicate that administration offi-
cials consider this a grave threat. But dangerously true to
form, after lobbying by the chemical industry, the admin-
istration abandoned that approach.

Once again, corporate special interests have trumped
the interests of ordinary Americans—in this case, with
potentially devastating consequences. 

…I believe we should do whatever it takes for
domestic defense. At the same time, as I’ve said many
times before, our economic security requires a deliberate
return to fiscal discipline. In short, we should strengthen
our domestic defense, and we should pay for the steps to
do it. We can and must do both.

…Strengthening our domestic defense is a challenge,
but Americans have always risen to great challenges.
There is no cause greater or nobler than protecting the
country we love from the challenges we face. I believe we
can do it, and we will do it if we are determined and if
we work together.
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Foreign policy, just like domestic policy, is about improv-
ing people’s lives. It is about expanding opportunity. The
opportunity to make America stronger, safer, and more
secure. And the opportunity to stand for values like tol-
erance, freedom, and democracy around the world.

…As I travel around our country, I know that you
are worried about the threats posed by terrorists who
have attacked us on our own soil and threaten to do so
again. You are concerned about the possibility that our
enemies will gain access to weapons of mass murder and
use them. You are upset that American policies are
opposed and resented in many parts of the world even
among longtime friends. You want to know how we can
restore respect for America overseas; and how we can
persuade others to stand with us to meet the most funda-
mental challenges we face. 

…During the Cold War, these weapons were prima-
rily a problem for the major military powers, to handle
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through maintaining deterrence; arms control negotia-
tions and superpower summits. But today, we face a ter-
rorist movement that has no interest in bargaining, only
in killing. If al Qaeda had possessed a nuclear, chemical
or biological weapon on September 11th, there is no
doubt in my mind they would have tried to use it. That
is why to win the global war on terror, America does not
need a new doctrine of pre-emption; we need a new strat-
egy of prevention. 

We face an increased threat from hostile governments
in countries like North Korea and Iran. Time and technol-
ogy have enabled both to take steps toward the develop-
ment of nuclear arms; and North Korea may already have
succeeded. These states and others also have the capacity
to produce and sell dangerous technologies to terrorists
intent on doing us harm. At the same time, the source
materials for producing weapons of mass destruction
have become vulnerable to theft or black market sale,
particularly in the former Soviet Union. 

Meanwhile, the international rules and institutions
we rely on to stymie and isolate wrong-doers are riddled
with loopholes and gaps. The Bush administration has
responded by pretending that these rules and institutions
do not matter. I say they do matter, and that the right
policy is not to ignore them, but to fix them. 

But has this administration taken any common sense
steps to secure these weapons? Have we provided ade-
quate funding for programs to stop their spread? Have
we worked every angle to stop North Korea’s and Iran’s
nuclear programs? Have we put our weight behind
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strengthening the Biological Weapons Convention? Did
we support the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty?
The answer to each question is no. 

This administration’s approach to protecting
America from weapons of mass destruction can be
summed up simply: wait until our enemies gather
strength, and then use force to stop them. We should be
exercising every option we have to stop the spread of
deadly weapons before war becomes our only option. 

…The threat we face is obvious…. It requires action
on multiple fronts in dozens of countries. It demands that
we use every tool in our national security arsenal—
deploying foreign aid, engaging multilateral institutions,
conducting diplomacy, applying sanctions, threatening
and sometimes using force. 

It requires sustained, consistent leadership—leader-
ship that we have not had from this administration. And
it will require a lot more than simply getting rid of one
Middle Eastern dictator. …A one-dimensional foreign
policy for a three-dimensional world will not secure our
nation. And without our long-standing allies by our side,
we cannot stop proliferation at the source. We need them
to shut down smuggling networks, enforce international
rules, support economic sanctions, and stand with us
should force become necessary. We need more than coali-
tions of the willing; we need coalitions of the able. 

…[We] must lead in a way that brings others to us so
that we can protect America from the threat of weapons
of mass destruction. So we can succeed in Iraq and
Afghanistan. So we can win the war against terrorism.
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And so we can help foster democracy and freedom and
human rights throughout the Middle East and the world. 

…Because you can’t promote freedom without the
support of free countries around the world. You can’t
promote freedom if you’re not respected by the dissidents
and democrats who are struggling to be free. Right now
democrats in the Arab world simply do not see the U.S.
as a credible champion of their cause. They know the
Bush administration itself has set a miserable example on
civil liberties and human rights here at home; they have
seen us abandon America’s traditional role as a peace-
maker in the Middle East.

…We can employ our influence but we cannot
impose our vision. And to employ our influence, we need
to restore respect for America in the Middle East and
around the world; we need to regain our capacity for
leadership. There is no question that America is a mili-
tary power this world has never seen. And I will keep our
military strong—with the resources to do its job—and
treat America’s military men and women with the sup-
port and respect they’ve earned. 

But leadership isn’t just military power and strength.
It’s about convincing others that fighting terrorism and
defending freedom is right. That fighting poverty and
preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS are efforts the world
should undertake together. This does not mean that the
international institutions and alliances that served
America’s interests so well for decades are perfect.
They’re not. But rather than disregard or undermine
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them, we should lead the effort to make our alliances
better and relevant for the threats we now face. 

President Clinton realized this when he transformed
NATO into an alliance of the 21st Century with new
members and new missions. NATO is now in command
of the security force in Afghanistan—and I believe that
we should turn to NATO for help in Iraq. 

…To meet these global challenges, it will take hard
work, sacrifice, and courage. All of these steps I will begin
as your president. I plan to accomplish as much as I can,
but this common cause will continue for years to come.
And the young people here today will carry on our
efforts. They will do so with humility, not arrogance, with
intelligence, not ideology, and with their energy to enrich
the quality of life in our country and around the world. 

Excerpts  f rom “Strategy  of  Prevent ion , Not  Preempt ion”

241

30425_JKP_BW_TEXT  7/23/04  7:13 PM  Page 241



243

★

Excerpts from 

“Two Americas”
Remarks of Senator John Edwards

Iowa

January 5, 2004

This election is about more than ending the Bush admin-
istration; it’s about a new beginning for America. And we
have so much work to do. Because the truth is, we still
live in two different Americas: one for the privileged few
who get what they want, whenever they want it, and
another one for everybody else. It doesn’t have to be this
way. We can change this country. We can build one
America. 

We still have two health care systems in this country:
one for families that get the best health care money can
buy, and one for everybody else given out by insurance
companies, drug companies and HMOs. Millions of
Americans have no health care coverage at all. It doesn’t
have to be this way. 

We can cover every child and provide parents with a
tax credit to cover this cost for doing the right thing. We
can cover our most vulnerable adults. And we can final-
ly stand up to those drug companies, insurance compa-
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nies and HMO’s and say join our efforts to cut costs or
we will end your wasteful ways for you. We can do this,
yes we can.

We shouldn’t have two public school systems, one
for the most affluent communities, one for everybody
else. You and I do not believe that the quality of a child’s
education should be controlled by the affluence of the
community they live in

We can build one school system that educates every
child by ending the damage being done and fully fund-
ing, fixing, and changing “No Child Left behind.” We
also have to pay teachers more and provide incentives so
they teach in the places that need them the most. 

We shouldn’t have two tax systems in this country:
one for the special interests and the big corporations,
many of whom pay no taxes at all. And one for you.
Right? Folks who just work hard, pay your taxes. You’re
carrying the tax burden in this country. You know that.
It shouldn’t be that way.

This president wants to shift the tax burden from
wealth onto work—cutting or eliminating dividends
taxes, capital gains taxes, estate taxes for even the
wealthiest estates. In his America, a public school teacher
pays a higher tax rate on their work than a millionaire
stockbroker pays on their unearned wealth. 

This is wrong. It is wrong for our values. It is also
wrong for our economy. The economic engine of our
economy are the millions of Americans who work hard
in every corner of this great city and every corner of our
great country. 
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The way to grow the economy is to grow and
strengthen the middle class. The way a rich nation gets
richer is by giving all its citizens the chance to succeed,
not by only helping those like me who’ve already suc-
ceeded beyond our wildest dreams. 

We need to fix our tax code to reward work, not
wealth, and to give middle-class families a chance to save
again. It isn’t enough to roll back the Bush tax cuts—we
need a new approach to taxes that puts our tax code
back in line with our values and gives middle-class fam-
ilies a chance for some security again. 

I also want to say a word about an issue that’s
important to me personally. I think it’s important for the
country. You never hear pundits and politicians talk
about it anymore: 35 million Americans who live in
poverty every single day. 

There are millions of Americans working fulltime
and living in poverty. And here’s the reason we should
not just talk about but do something about millions of
Americans who live in poverty, because it is wrong. We
have a moral responsibility to lift those families out of
poverty. You and I together can do this in a country of
our wealth. That’s what we believe in. 

It’s what the Democratic Party believes in. We need
to stand up for these families. In a country of our wealth
and prosperity, to have children going to bed hungry, to
have children who don’t have clothes to keep them
warm, to have millions of Americans who work full-time
every day working for minimum wage and living in
poverty is wrong. 
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Let me tell you what we’re going to do. We’re going
to build an America where we say no to kids going to
bed hungry, no to kids who don’t have the clothes to
keep them warm and no forever to any American work-
ing full-time and living in poverty. Not in our America,
not in the America that you and I are going to build
together. You and I can do something about that. This is
the America we believe in!

We still have two governments in America: one for
the insiders, the lobbyists, and the special interests, and
then whatever is leftover is for you.

But in the America you and I build together, we will
have one government that works for you—not those
insiders, not those lobbyists, not those special interests
but you. All you have to do is look at that Medicare pre-
scription drug bill. 

Here we go again. Millions of seniors desperately
need prescription drugs, and look at what we’ve got.
We’ve got a bill with billions of dollars in your money
that goes to HMOs instead of seniors. We’re driving sen-
iors out of Medicare into HMOs. Every provision that
could have been used to bring down the cost of prescrip-
tion drugs: using the power of the government to negoti-
ate a better price, allowing prescription drugs into this
country from Canada, and doing something finally
about these drug company ads on television that are
completely out of control. 

Every one of those things would have brought down
the cost of prescription drugs for America’s seniors, but
the drug companies were against them so they all came
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out. Let me say this in very simple language that every-
body will understand.

This democracy does not belong to them. We ought
to stop this revolving door in and out of the government
to these high-priced lobbying firms. We ought to shine a
bright light on what these lobbyists are doing, know
what they’re doing, who they’re lobbying for and what
money is being spent. I have never taken a dime from a
Washington lobbyist and I never will.

And one other thing we ought to do is stop this war
profiteering going on in Iraq each and every single day. 

I haven’t spent my whole life in politics and most peo-
ple view that as a good thing. But I have spent enough
time in Washington to know how much we need to
change things. The lobbyists and the politicians and the
insiders are so stuck in their system and making things
work for themselves—they forget about your needs. Well,
we remember and we are going to change this.

We also live in a country that in far too many ways,
it still divided by race. This is something I’ve lived with
my entire life. I grew up in the South in the ‘50s and ‘60s. 

From the time I was very young, I saw the ugly face
of segregation and discrimination. I saw young African-
American kids shuffled upstairs in movie theaters. I saw
white only signs on restaurant doors and luncheon coun-
ters. When I was in the sixth grade, my teacher walked
into the classroom to tell us that the school was about to
be integrated and he wouldn’t teach any longer because
he wouldn’t teach in an integrated school. I feel such an
enormous personal responsibility when it comes to issues
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of race and equality and civil rights and we have so much
work to do in America. 

For economic equality, for educational equality,
standing up for judges that we know with a certainty will
enforce the civil rights laws. That is why it is so important
to continue the march forward on civil rights in America

And I want to say one other thing about this. I have
heard some discussion, and debate, among pundits and
some politicians about where, and in front of what audi-
ences we should talk about race, equality and civil rights.
I’ll tell you where we should talk about it—everywhere.
This is not an African American issue, not an Hispanic
American issue, not an Asian American issue, this is an
American issue. 

The truth is that we want our children and grand-
children to be the first generation to grow up in an
America that’s no longer divided by race. 

It’s what our values are. What we believe in. It’s what
kind of country we want our children and grandchildren
to grow up in. We have to stand up, you and I, together.
We have to stand up for equality, for freedom, for civil
rights. We can do this together, yes, we can. 

We’ve also had two different images of America over
the last 40 years. There’s the image of America we are
proud of, right? America, this great shining light, this
beacon of freedom, democracy and human rights that
everyone looked up to. And now the image that George
Bush has given us. America acting on its own, unilater-
ally, disrespecting the rest of the world. It doesn’t have to
be that way. 
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You and I can build an image of America around
the world where we’re once again looked up to and
respected. The truth is every child, every family in
America will be safer and more secure if they grow up
in a world where we’re once again looked up to and
respected. That’s the world you and I can create
together. 

And to those people who say to me it’s been this way
too long, you can’t change it. This is what I say. Cynics
didn’t build America; optimists built America. You and I
can do this together. 

By the way, if I can just be personal about this for
a minute, I’ve been listening to this kind of pessimism
my whole life. When I was young, I decided I wanted to
be a lawyer. Everybody said, now, wait a minute, wait
a minute. 

Your father works in the mill. Nobody in your fam-
ily’s ever been to college and you’re talking about being
a lawyer? 

Then when I finally was lucky enough to become a
lawyer, I would go into courtrooms, representing families
just like yours. 

We’d be on one side of the courtroom and on the
other side of the courtroom would be all the armies of
lawyers representing the big corporations. And you
know, they always had the best lawyers money can
buy—very experienced, very distinguished. And they
would look across the courtroom and pull on their coats
like this and say “what is he doing here? He thinks he
belongs in the same courtroom with us?” 
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Well, here’s what happened. I beat them and then I
beat them again and I beat them again. I’m proud of
those fights on behalf of you and families just like yours.

And then I ran for the senate. Here we go, same thing
again. We have an incumbent republican senator, hand
picked by Jesse Helms—part of the Helms political
machine in North Carolina. 

Everybody said that young fella thinks he’s going to
take on the Helms political machine in North Carolina,
who does he think he is. Here’s what happened. I took
on the Helms political machine, beat that incumbent
republican senator and now I’m the senior senator from
North Carolina, not Jesse Helms and that’s a good thing
for America. 

I’m just glad that you are having as much fun as I
am. That’s all I can say. Think about this in your own
mind. Every one of you knows exactly what I’m talking
about. Just think in your own mind, how many times has
somebody said to you, you can’t do this. Right? You
know what I’m saying. 

You know exactly what I’m talking about. So when
we hear those same voices telling us we can’t win this
election—that you and I can’t change America. I say just
watch us.

You and I can do this together. I can’t do it by myself.
But I know that you and I can do it together. We can
make this country one that we’re all proud of one, that
works for everybody.

But I want to say one other thing. If you have been
watching the presidential debate over the last couple of
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months, one of the things you’ve seen is some of the
other candidates attacking each other. 

You know, it’s sort of so and so said this or did this
last week or two weeks ago or five years ago or ten years
ago. Well, let me be very direct with everybody here
about something. If you’re looking for the candidate
that’s going to do the best job of attacking the other
Democrats, that’s not me. 

The American people are going to reject the tired old
negative politics of the past. This election is bigger than
that. This election is about lifting up the American peo-
ple. It’s about the future of America. It’s about making
the American people believe again that everything is pos-
sible. Our campaign is not based on the politics of cyni-
cism. It’s based on the politics of hope, the politics of
what’s possible. 

The truth is, this country has been here before. 70
years ago, Franklin Roosevelt came into office at one
of the worst times in American history. He believed
that everything was possible. He lifted up the
American people and look, we have social security
today as a result. 

John Kennedy came into office at one of the worst
times of racial division in American history. He believed
that everything was possible, and he gave the American
people what they were hungry for—hope. 

What we believe—what I believe—is that you should
never look down on anybody, that we should lift people
up. We don’t believe in tearing people apart. We believe
in bringing people together. We believe, I believe, that the
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family you’re born into and the color of your skin in our
America should never control what you are able to do. 

Join this campaign. Join this cause to build one
America. You and I can do this together. Thank you all
very much. 
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JOHN KERRY was born in Denver, Colorado in 1943.
As a young man, John Kerry answered the call to serve his country
by volunteering in the United States Navy and serving in Vietnam.
He continued his dedication to public service as Lieutenant
Governor of Massachusetts, and in 1984 was elected to the
United States Senate where he is serving his fourth term. As a
soldier, prosecutor and United States Senator, he has spent his
life serving his country and providing a strong voice for issues
that make a difference in the lives of American families.

JOHN EDWARDS was born in Seneca, South
Carolina in 1953. A proud product of public schools and the first
member of his family to attend college, John Edwards has been
a passionate advocate for ordinary people against powerful
interests. In 1998 he took this commitment to the United State
Senate where he has been a champion on the issues that matter,
leading the fight for a real Patients’ Bill of Rights and to
strengthen the security of our homeland.
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