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James Iredell, a native of England, sailed 
for America in 1768 to assume the position of 
His Majesty's comptroller of customs at 
Edenton, North Carolina. Subsequent careers 
as collector of the Port of Roanoke (Edenton), 
attorney general of North Carolina, member 
of the Council of State, and the first North 
Carolinian on the United States Supreme 
Court put Iredell in the spotlight during the 
era of the American Revolution. His associ- 
ates were among the most influential men in 
North Carolina, and his voice was heard by 
the leaders of his time. 

Iredell's acceptance into Edenton society 
resulted from his own personality and intel- 
ligence, aided by his friendship with such men 
as Henry Eustace McCulloh, a wealthy and 
influential landowner, and Samuel Johnston, 
who was to serve as United States senator and 
for two terms as North Carolina's governor. 
It was Johnston's sister Hannah whom Iredell 
married. 

Correspondence with McCulloh, Johnston, 
Joseph Hewes, Nathaniel Dukinfield, Thomas 
Burke, William Hooper, and other outstand- 
ing citizens of the period throws much light on 
North Carolina's political history. Iredell's 
letters to and from members of his family and 
friends and those to Hannah in particular 
give insight into customs and mores of colo- 
nial North Carolina. 

Iredell's words were respected, and his 
essays and declarations were widely read. 
His philosophy as expressed in such docu- 
ments as his June, 1776, statement on the 
causes of the American Revolution influenced 
many of his fellow citizens. Dr. Higginbotham 
calls Iredell a "reluctant revolutionary before 
independence" who "subsequently contributed 
his part to making the Revolution a success." 

A North Carolinian who was held in esteem 
in his time, James Iredell is today remem- 
bered for his many contributions to his state 
and to the United States. It is fitting that his 
papers covering the years just preceding and 
following the Declaration of Independence be 
issued as a tribute to James Iredell on the 
occasion of the bicentennial of the United 
States. 
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FOREWORD 

The first and second volumes of The Papers of James Iredell 
are being published in 1976 by the Division of Archives and His- 
tory of the Department of Cultural Resources as a contribution to 
the bicentennial of the American Revolution. The role of James 
Iredell, Sr., in the Revolution is portrayed through his correspon- 
dence published in these volumes. Dr. Don Higginbotham is con- 
tinuing his work on the series, and the next volume of correspon- 
dence will be eagerly anticipated. 

Appreciation should again be expressed to the National His- 
torical Publications and Records Commission for its financial 
assistance. It granted a total of $10,000 to enable the editor to take 
several months leave from his teaching position to work on the 
Iredell material and to provide funds for travel and supplies. The 
commission later granted an additional $20,000 to help defray the 
cost of printing the two volumes. The Division of Archives and 
History is grateful to Dr. Higginbotham for the time and effort he 
has put into this second volume. 

Miss Beth Crabtree, historical publications editor with the 
Historical Publications Section, worked closely with Dr. Higgin- 
botham in preparing copy for the press; she and Mr. Robert G. 
Anthony, Jr., the section's proofreader, proofed the volume. Mrs. 
Mary Frances Kelly and Mrs. Margaret Brock, former employees, 
transcribed many Iredell letters from manuscript form into typed 
copies; Mrs. Rose Ennemoser typed the index. 

Memory F. Mitchell 
Historical Publications Administrator 

June 1, 1976 





LETTERS TO JAMES IREDELL, SR.—1778-1783 

Place 

Wilmington 

Edenton 
Edenton 
Edenton 
Newbern 
Kingston 
Finian 
Saint Ander 
Dukinfield 
New-York 
Wilmington 

Date 
1778 
January 8 
[ca. February] 
March 27 
April 14 
May 1 
June 16 
June 16 
July 15 
Aoust [August] 
August 30 
October 7 
November 17 

From 

Archibald Maclaine 
Pucheu 

Jean Blair 
"Nelly" Blair 

Edenton Superior Court Jury 
Abner Nash 

Richard Caswell 
William Hooper 

10 Pucheu 
Jean Blair 

Henry E. McCulloh 
William Hooper 

Edenton 
Kingston 
Finian 
Finian 
Edenton 
Halifax 
Edenton 

1779 
May 17 
May 26 
June 15 
August 15 
[September 17] 
October 26 
October 28 
[ca. December 31] 

Jean Blair 
Richard Caswell 
William Hooper 
William Hooper 

"Nelly" Blair 
Abner Nash 

Jean Blair 
William Hooper 

London 
Edenton 
Philadelphia 

1780 
June 22 
July 13 
October 22 
December 21 

John Johnston 
Henry E. McCulloh 

Jean Blair 
Samuel Johnston 

Halifax 
<Edenton> Halifax 
Philadelphia 
Halifax 
Philadelphia 
Halifax 
Philadelphia 
Newbern 
Philadelphia 
Cuffnells 
Halifax 
Philadelphia 
Halifax 
Philadelphia 

1781 
January 30 
February 8 
February 10 
February 13 
February 15 
February 15 
February 27 
March 11 
March 20 
March 22 
March 29 
April 2 
April 6 
April 8 

Robert Smith 
Charles Johnson 
Samuel Johnston 
William Hooper 

Samuel Johnston 
Samuel Spencer 

Samuel Johnston 
Pierce Butler 

Samuel Johnston 
William Hooper 
William Hooper 

Samuel Johnston 
Thomas Gilchrist 
Samuel Johnston 

IX 



Newbern 
Philadelphia 

Edenton 
Philadelphia 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Edenton 
Eden House 
Edenton 
Windsor 
Philadelphia 
Windsor 
Balgray 
Philadelphia 
Wheelers 

Wake Court House 
Wake Court House 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Eden House 
Eden House 
Edenton 
Edenton 
Windsor 
Sampson Hall 

Hayes 
Halifax 
Granville 
Philadelphia 
Philadelphia 
Granville 

April 27 
May 1 
May 3 
May 7 
May 8 
May 11 
May 15 
May 16 
[May] 
May 28 
May 29 
May 30 
June 5 
[June 14] 
June 27 
July 2 
[July 3 or 4] 
July 3 
July 13 
July 19 
July 21 
July 23 
July 30 
July 30 
August 3 
August 6 
August 28 
September 21 
[September 21] 
September 24 
October 1 
October 1 
October 6 
October 6 
November 16 
December 16 

Pierce Butler 
Samuel Johnston 

John Johnston 
Robert Smith 

Samuel Johnston 
Jean Blair 
Jean Blair 

Alexander Black 
Robert Smith 

Charles Johnson 
Jean Blair 

Samuel Johnston 
Jean Blair 

William Hooper 
Samuel Johnston 

Allen Jones 
Jasper Charlton 

Robert Smith 
William Hooper 

Jean Blair 
Jean Blair 
Jean Blair 

Robert Smith 
Alexander Black 

Robert Smith 
Robert Smith 

William Hooper 
Archibald Maclaine 

Jasper Charlton 
Samuel Johnston 
Samuel Johnston 
William Hooper 

John Williams 
Pierce Butler 
Pierce Butler 

John Williams 

Philadelphia 
Wilmington 
Balgra 
Halifax 
Philadelphia 
Hilsboro 
South Mailing 
Hillsborough 
Halifax 
Duckinfield 
Country near to Frankfort 
Edenton 

1782 
January 3 
February 17 
March 6 
March 13 
April 5 
April 8 
April 30 
May 1 
June 24 
July 19 
July 31 
November [24] 

Pierce Butler 
William Hooper 

Hugh Williamson 
Thomas Burke 

Pierce Butler 
William Hooper 

Arthur Iredell 
Hugh Williamson 
Alexander Martin 

"Nelly" Blair 
Pierce Butler 
"Nelly" Blair 



Philadelphia 
St. Kitt 

Richmond 
Philadelphia 
Carolina Coffee House, 

London 
Marlborough 

Wilmington 
Carolina Coffee House, 

London 
Carolina Coffee House, 

London 

Carolina Coffee House, 
London 

Charlestown 
Hillsborough 
Philadelphia 
Edenton 
Crewe Hall, Cheshire 
Richmond 
Crewe Hall 
Wilmington 
Crewe Hall 
Princeton 

Wilmington 

Dundee (North Britain) 
Crewe Hall 

Newbern 
Richmond 

December 2 
December 5 

1783 
January 6 
January 8 
February 5 

February 13 
[February 17] 
February 21 
March 17 

March 28 

April 12 
April 28 

May 5 
May 17 
May 20 
May 29 
May 30 
June 22 
July 28 
August 4 
August 18 
August 20 
August 25 
August 25 
September 14 
October 5 
October 6 
November 17 
[November 23] 
November 28 
December 17 

Hugh Williamson 
Noirmont de la Neuville 

Richard Gernon 
Abner Nash 

Henry E. McCulloh 

Nathaniel Dukinfield 
Hugh Williamson 

Archibald Maclaine 
Henry E. McCulloh 

Henry E. McCulloh 

"Nelly" Blair 
Henry E. McCulloh 

Pierce Butler 
James Hogg 

Benjamin Hawkins 
"Nelly" Blair 

Arthur Iredell 
Baron Poellnitz 
Arthur Iredell 

Archibald Maclaine 
Arthur Iredell 

Hugh Williamson 
Nathaniel Dukinfield 

Archibald Maclaine 
Archibald Maclaine 
Archibald Maclaine 

Archibald Neilson 
Arthur Iredell 

William Hooper 
Samuel Spencer 

Catharine Macartney 

LETTERS FROM JAMES IREDELL, SR., 1778-1783 

Place 

Edenton 
Newbern 
Booth 
Salisbury 
Salisbury 
Hillsborough 
Northampton 

Date 
1778 
January 7 
January 14 
February 25 
March 12 
March 14 
March 18 
April 20 

To 

Henry E. McCulloh 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

Richard Caswell 

XI 



Newbern 
Newbern 
Newbern 
Mason-Borough 
Wilmington 
Wilmington 
Newbern 
Edenton 
Currituck 
Col. Jarvis's 
Mr. Grays 
Edenton 
Currituck 
Edenton 

May 23 
May 25 
May 28 
June 4 
June 9 
June 13 
June 16 
June 25 
July 2 
July 4 
November 12 
November 21 
December 12 
December 31 

Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

Richard Caswell 
Hannah Iredell 

Richard Caswell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

Henry E. McCulloh 
Hannah Iredell 

Richard Caswell 

Cuffnels 
Mrs. Granbery's 
Mrs. Granbery's 
Mrs. Granbery's 
Halifax 
Halifax 
Halifax 
Halifax 
Halifax 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Halifax 
Currituck 
Currituck 
Currituck 
Camden 
Edenton 
Edenton 
Edenton 
Edenton 
Edenton 
Halifax 
Halifax 
Elk Marsh 
Granville 
Salisbury 
Hillsborough 
Halifax 
Halifax 
Halifax 
Newbern 
Newbern 
Wilmington 
Wilmington 

1779 
January 15 
January 15 
January 15 
January 16 
January 22 
January 26 
January 30 
January 31 
February 4 
February 8 
February 16 
April 19 
June 8 
June 11 
June 11 
June 14 
July 4 
July 9 
July 17 
August 24 
August 29 
September 6 
September 6 
September 7 
September 9 
September 20 
October 1 
October 17 
October 22 
October 23 
November 21 
November 25 
December 1 
December 2 

Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
"Nelly" Blair 

Richard Caswell 
"Nelly" Blair 
"Nelly" Blair 

Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
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Wilmington December 8 

1780 
Hertford [ca. March 25] 
Booth March 29 
Elk Marsh April 13 
Booth April 16 
Halifax April 19 
Cuffnels May 12 
Halifax May 13 
Newbern May 18 
Newbern May 19 
Newbern May 21 
Newbern May 22 
Newbern May 24 
Mason Borough May 28 
Wilmington June 2 
Mason Borough June 5 
Dukinfield September 12 
Dukinfield September 14 
Elk Marsh September 28 
Elk Marsh September 28 
Granville October 8 
Elk Marsh October 12 
Halifax October 17 
Elk Marsh October 12 
Windsor November 14 
Newbern November 16 
Edenton [New Bern] November 17 
Newbern November 18 
Newbern November 26 
Newbern November 26 [27] 
Wilmington December 8 
Wilmington December 13 
Newbern December 16 

1781 
Cuffnels April 15 
Edenton April 22 
Edenton April 23 
Edenton May 1 
Edenton May 30 
Eden House June 4 
Balgra June 26 
Elk Marsh August 12 

[ca. August 20] 
[August 25] 

Booth August 25 
Wheeler's August 28 
Halifax August 29 

Hannah Iredell 

Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
"Nelly" Blair 

Hannah Iredell 
"Nelly" Blair 

Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
Hannah Iredell 
Thomas Burke 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

Xlll 



Windsor August 29 
Elk Marsh August 30 
Halifax County August 30 
Granville September 3 
Granville September 11 
Granville September 16 
Indian Woods October 15 
Halifax October 21 
Edenton November 1 
Edenton December 14 

1782 
Edenton January 11 
Windsor February 11 
Newbern May 17 
Newbern May 22 
Wilmington June 3 

July 25 
Hertford September 7 
Elk Marsh September 28 
Hillsborough October 8 
Hillsborough October 9 
Hillsborough October 12 
Halifax October 16 
Elk Marsh October 22 
Halifax October 22 
Eden House November 15 
Newbern November 18 
Newbern November 20 
Newbern November 25 
Wilmington December 2 

1783 
Mr. Bennihan's April 1 
Mr. Bennihan's April 1 
Hillsborough April 10 
Hillsborough April 10 
Halifax April 16 
Halifax April 16 
Halifax April 16 

[ca. May 1] 
Eden House May 13 
Newbern May 23 
Newbern May 23 
Newbern May 24 
Newbern May 26 
Newbern May 26 
Wilmington May 31 
Wilmington June 9 
Edenton July 7 

[July 12] 

Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Thomas Burke 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
John Williams 

Captain John Gibbon 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Thomas Burke 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

Hannah Iredell 
"Nelly" Blair 

Hannah Iredell 
"Nelly" Blair 
"Nelly" Blair 

Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

Henry E. McCulloh 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

"Nelly" Blair 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

Henry E. McCulloh 
Robert Morris 

XIV 



Edenton 
Edenton 

Edenton 
Edenton 
Elk Marsh 
Halifax 
Halifax 
Halifax 
Edenton 

Edenton 
Edenton 
Edenton 

July 30 
July 30 
[ca. August 1] 
August 5 
August 9 
September 30 
October 16 
October 22 
October 23 
November 28 
[ca. November] 
December 31 
December 31 
December 31 

Arthur Iredell 
Thomas Iredell, Jr. 

Catharine Macartney 
Thomas Blount 
Thomas Burke 

Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell 

Henry E. McCulloh 
Thomas Iredell, Sr. 

Margaret Iredell 
Arthur Iredell 

Thomas Iredell, Jr. 

LETTERS TO AND FROM OTHER INDIVIDUALS—1778-1783 

Place 
Edenton 
Dukinfield 
Edenton 
Edenton 
Eden House 
Bertie 
Philadelphia 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Balgray 

Cuffnell's 

Hayes 

Windsor 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Edenhouse 
Bertie 

Eden House 

Nutbush 

Crewe Hall 
Crewe Hall 

Date 
July 5,1779 
January 4,1781 
April 17, 1781 
April 20, 1781 
April 28, 1781 
May 3, 1781 
May 8, 1781 
May 10, 1781 
May 19, 1781 
May 20,1781 
May 24, 1781 
June 5, 1781 
August 14, 1781 
August 26, [1781] 
August 27, 1781 

[ca. September 7, 
1781] 

September 14, 1781 

October 7, 1781 
November 1, [1781] 
November 8,1781 
November 19, 1781 
February 7, 1782 
July 25, 1782 
May 14, 1783 

July 27,1783 

August 18,1783 
November 17, 1783 

Jean Blair to "Nelly" Blair 
Jean Blair to "Nelly" Blair 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell to "Nelly" Blair 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Samuel Johnston to Allen Jones 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Jean Blair to "Nelly" Blair 
Jean Blair to "Nelly" Blair 
Samuel Johnston to Hannah 

Iredell 
William Hooper to Hannah 

Iredell 
Samuel Johnston to Hannah 

Iredell 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 
Hannah Iredell to "Nelly" Blair 
Penelope Dawson to Hannah 

Iredell 
Richard Henderson to Hannah 

Iredell 
Arthur Iredell to Hannah Iredell 
Arthur Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

XV 



MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS—1778-1783 

Charge Delivered by James Iredell 
The State v. Bonner 
The State v. Gibbon 
To the Commissioners of the King of Great 

Britain for restoring Peace, &c. 
Granbery v. Carrington 
Scarborough v. Rolfe 
Petition of Margaret Pearson 
Affidavit in Support of Henry E. McCulloh 
To The Honorable The General Assembly of The 

State of North Carolina 
Deposition Concerning the Enslavement of Free 

Negroes 
Temporary Commission as Attorney General 
The State v. Bateman 
The State v. Caps 
The State v. Vail 
The State v. Dougherty 
The State v. Mann 
The State v. Miles 
The State v. Van Daniel and others 
Commission as Attorney General 
Order for Repairing the Suffolk-Edenton Road 
The State v. Peter Poushet 
James Iredell to the Commissioners of Confiscation 
James Iredell to the Speakers of the General 

Assembly of North Carolina 
List of Book and Papers of Henry E. McCulloh 
The State v. Spikes 
The State v. Sugg 
The State v. Finnagin and others 
The State v. Ann Tyson and Arasiah Tyson 
The State v. Hobbs 
Petition of Margaret Pearson 
The State v. William Powell and William Powell, 

the younger 
Nor com v. Vail 
Resolutions of the Citizens of Eden ton 
Instructions to Chowan County Representatives . . 

May 2, 1778 
[June, 1778] 
[June, 1778] 

[ca. September, 1778?] 
November term, 1778 
November term, 1778 
January 8, 1779 
January 27, 1779 

[February 4, 1779] 

[May 7, 1779] 
[July 8, 1779] 
[November 1, 1779] 
[November 1, 1779] 
[November 1, 1779] 
[November 15, 1779] 
[November 15, 1779] 
[November 15,1779] 
[November 15,1779] 
[November 20, 1779] 
[May 1, 1780] 
[ca. May 20,1780] 
August 8, 1780 

August 11, 1780 
[1780?] 
[November 15, 1780] 
[November 15, 1780] 
[November 15, 1780] 
[November 15, 1780] 
[November 15, 1780] 
January 27, 1781 

[November 1, 1781] 
May term, 1782 
[August 1, 1783] 
[September, 1783] 
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EDITORIAL PROCEDURE 

Plans for publishing The Papers of James Iredell call for three 
volumes consisting of letters, political essays, and an assortment 
of other materials. A fourth volume devoted exclusively to legal 
papers will be edited by Professor John E. Semonche of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. However, certain select 
documents illustrating Iredell's career as a lawyer, state judge, 
state attorney general, and associate justice of the United States 
Supreme Court will appear in the initial three volumes, especially 
those that cast light on political developments during the Ameri- 
can Revolution and the Federal period. Particularly reserved for 
the final volume will be Iredell's legal opinions, legal essays, case 
notes, fee books, and court docket books. 

Volumes I and II contain virtually every known letter written 
by Iredell or written to him through the year 1783. Only a few 
routine business papers and memoranda have been given short 
entries or omitted altogether. Some of the records kept by Iredell 
while a British customs official at Edenton, North Carolina, have 
been listed in Volume I. Volumes I and II also include several 
documents written by members of Iredell's family to persons other 
than himself, plus occasional pieces of correspondence or other 
papers that have a significant bearing on events in which Iredell 
participated. Volumes I and II were planned as a somewhat 
separate set to be published simultaneously since they largely 
cover the period of the American Revolution. They should be 
considered a unit, and the introductory material is designed to 
cover both volumes. 

The so-called expanded method of editing employed by Julian 
Boyd, the distinguished editor of The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, 
has been followed with only such variations as were necessary for 
an edition of Iredell Papers: a compromise between a literal 
translation and one that conforms wholly to modern usage, with 
most emendations occurring without editorial comment. Spelling, 
punctuation, and grammar remain as they are found in the orig- 
inal papers, except in certain instances which will be explained. 
The first word in each sentence is silently capitalized. While 
Iredell's own letters are mostly free from several vagaries and 
inconsistencies that characterized the prose of many of his contem- 
poraries, he as often as not failed to conclude his sentences with 
periods, preferring instead commas, colons, and semicolons. Not 
only have corrective alterations been made in these respects, but 
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superfluous dashes in general have been deleted; throughout, the 
eighteenth century printer's penchant for lengthening the dash 
has been modified. At the same time, the earlier period's predilec- 
tion for the use of italics has been respected, but not its fondness 
for the long "s," which has given way to the modern one. In 
ambiguous situations where the writer's intention is not clear as 
to spelling, commas, and similar matters, present-day practice 
again prevails. When there is a clear break in the content of a 
letter, the editor has at times indented to create a new paragraph 
if the author failed to do so himself. Infrequent careless mistakes, 
such as the repetition of a word, are emended silently. 

Whereas commas are inserted when their presence is essential 
to the meaning of a sentence, other commas are excised when the 
content is likely to be distorted. Clarity also offers the standard to 
employ in determining whether to expand abbreviations or leave 
them as they are written. All raised letters have been lowered; the 
ampersand (&) has been changed to "and"—except if used as 
"etc.," when it will be written as "&c"; the printer's thorn "ye" 
and "yt" have been expanded to current form: "the," "that," or 
"their"; and the symbol^ has been written as "per." Regular 
brackets [ ] have been placed around restored words missing in 
mutilated manuscripts or to make a probable conjecture about a 
word that is difficult to make out. When the conjecture is doubtful, 
the word will be followed by a question mark [?]. Words crossed 
through by the writer, if deemed significant, will be italicized and 
enclosed in angle brackets < >. Portions missing and beyond 
speculation will be indicated by an ellipsis [. . .] [....] and will 
sometimes be followed by an explanatory footnote. The notes like- 
wise provide translations of most words and sentences in the text 
that are written in a foreign language. 

Letters are introduced by the name of the addressor and the 
addressee. Essays, petitions, and other documents are usually pre- 
ceded by the title if one exists; in the absence of a contemporary 
caption, an appropriate designation has been added. The dateline 
falls just below the heading, even though it may be elsewhere in 
the original. The complimentary close appears flush with the last 
paragraph. The descriptive note immediately beneath the docu- 
ment indicates its location and its form. The most frequent desig- 
nations will be RC (recipient's copy), FC (file copy), or Tr 
(transcription). Other unpublished materials will be labeled MS 
(manuscript), a broad category, but additional commentary will 
normally follow in the note. Except for transcriptions, all mater- 

xx 



ials of the above types are assumed to be in the hand of the author 
unless otherwise indicated. The word transcription applies to both 
contemporary and later copies; further information will be pro- 
vided when available. 

Unfortunately, over ninety documents published in Griffith J. 
McRee's Life and Correspondence of James Iredell are missing 
for the period through 1783. These printed items, along with a 
scattering of Iredell letters available only in the Colonial Records 
of North Carolina and the State Records of North Carolina, will 
be reproduced and noted as ''Printed." The symbols used to indi- 
cate the location of manuscript collections follow the required 
practice for publications of the Division of Archives and History 
rather than the National Union Catalog in the Library of Con- 
gress. Furthermore, editorial notes generally adhere to the form 
of the Division of Archives and History. An attempt is made to 
identify persons, places, and events in the textual material when 
such knowledge might be of benefit to the reader; the editor, 
however, must exercise his own discretion in many instances. 
Occasional notes of a more informative nature are included to 
enlarge upon the meaning of the documents. In almost all annota- 
tions following the letters and other primary materials, JI will be 
substituted for James Iredell. 

LOCATION SYMBOLS: 

Duke Duke University Library 
HSP Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
A&H North Carolina Division of Archives and History 
PU Princeton University Library 
PROB Public Record Office (Bristol) 
PROL Public Record Office (London) 
PRONI Public Record Office (Northern Ireland) 
UNC Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina 
UR University of Rochester Library 

SHORT TITLES 

These printed works appear frequently in the notes. Although 
each was cited in full the first time it was used in Volume I, the 
following list containing both shortened and expanded forms may 
prove helpful: 

Ashe, Biographical History Samuel A. Ashe (ed.), Biogra- 
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Grimes, Wills and Inventories 

McRee, Iredell 

NCB 
NCHR 

Powell, N. C. Gazetteer 

Saunders, Colonial Records 

WMQ 
Burnett, LCC 

DAB 

Clark, State Records 

phical History of North Caro- 
lina (Greensboro: Charles L. 
Van Noppen, 8 volumes, 1905- 
1917) 
J. Bryan Grimes, North Caro- 
lina Wills and Inventories . . . 
(Raleigh: Edwards and 
Broughton Printing Company, 
1912) 
Griffith J. McRee, Life and 
Correspondence of James Ire- 
dell (New York: D. Appleton 
and Company, 2 volumes, 
1857-1858) 
North Carolina Booklet 
North Carolina Historical Re- 
view 
William S. Powell, The North 
Carolina Gazetteer (Chapel 
Hill: University of North Car- 
olina Press, 1968) 
William L. Saunders (ed.), The 
Colonial Records of North Car- 
olina (Raleigh: State of North 
Carolina, 10 volumes, 1886- 
1890) 
William and Mary Quarterly 
Edmund C. Burnett (ed.), Let- 
ters of Members of the Conti- 
nental Congress (Washington, 
D.C.: Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, 8 volumes, 1921- 
1936) 
Allen Johnson, Dumas Ma- 
lone, and others (eds.), Dic- 
tionary of American Biography 
(New York: Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons, 22 volumes, 1928- 
1958; index and updating sup- 
plements) 
Walter Clark (ed.), The State 
Records   of   North    Carolina 
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(Winston and Goldsboro: State 
of North Carolina, 16 volumes, 
numbered XI-XXVI, 1895- 
1906) 

Ford, JCC Worthington C. Ford and oth- 
ers (eds.), Journals of the Con- 
tinental Congress (Washing- 
ton, D.C.: U.S. Government 
Printing Office, 34 volumes, 
1904-1937) 

Grimes, Wills J. Bryan Grimes, North Caro- 
lina Wills . . . (Raleigh: E. M. 
Uzzell, 1910) 
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JAMES IREDELL CHRONOLOGY 

1751    Born at Lewes, Sussex County, England. 
1768    Appointed comptroller of the customs for Port Roanoke, at 

Edenton, North Carolina. 
1770 Licensed to practice law in inferior courts of North 

Carolina. 
1771 Licensed to practice law in superior courts of North Caro- 

lina. 
1773    Married Hannah Johnston of near Edenton. 
1773 Wrote essay in North-Carolina Gazette (New Bern) defend- 

ing the lower house of assembly in a court law controversy 
with Governor Jo si ah Martin. 

1774 Appointed collector of the customs for Port Roanoke. 
1774 Wrote "To the Inhabitants of Great Britain," opposing the 

concept of Parliamentary supremacy over America. 
1774 Appointed deputy king's attorney for Hertford, Perqui- 

mans, and Tyrrell counties. 
1775 Wrote "The Principles of an American Whig," attacking 

the Coercive Acts and defending the contract theory of 
government. 

1776 Wrote a lengthy treatise justifying American independence. 
1777 Appointed state's attorney for Chowan County. 
1777 Wrote "To His Majesty George the Third . . . ," explaining 

the American Revolution as the result of corrupt and mis- 
guided British politicians. 

1777 Named a judge of state superior court. 
1778 Wrote under the pseudonym "A Man who Despises your 

Pardon," repudiating proposals for reconciliation. 
1779 Selected state attorney general. 
1781    Returned full time to private law practice. 
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1778 

James Iredell to Henry E. McCulloh 

Edenton 7 Janaury 1778 

Dear Sir 

I have an opportunity which I think is a good one of writing 
to you. A Gentleman who has lived upwards of twelve months in 
this Country is now returning to France, and has promised the 
most particular care of this letter. He has also promised to write 
to you himself and acquaint you with the most convenient oppor- 
tunity of writing to me. I hope you will embrace it, as I am 
extremely anxious to hear from you, and know no way more 
probable. As for myself all I suppose I can properly write you is 
that I am very well, and that all my and your connexions are so. 
I should be glad, if it could be permitted, to give you a particular 
history of our affairs; but it ought however to be known in 
England that a confiscation of the property of all absentees will 
take place here, with respect to all such who are not arrived by 
the 1st. of October next. 1 This is a measure of great magnitude 
and affects me sensibly. 

For heaven's sake, endeavour to write to me, and be pleased to 
mention particularly how you and my uncle and my other Friends 
are. How ardently I wish to hear from all! My uncle I hope 
believes it is impossible for me to think of him but with the highest 
sense of duty and affection, and I assure you that I am, with great 
truth, my dear Sir, Your most faithful and affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

Tr (Loyalist Transcripts: McCulloh File, A&H). Copy in unidentified hand. 

1 Clark, State Records, XXIV, 123-124. 

Archibald Maclaine to James Iredell 

Wilmington 8 January 1778 

Sir 

Your acceptance of the office to which you were appointed by 
the almost unanimous vote of the General Assembly, gives me, as 
well as all others who either know you, or have heard of your char- 
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acter, entire satisfaction. We wish, indeed, for your sake, and for 
the dignity of the Station to which you are promoted, that the 
appointment had been such as it ought to have been; but we do 
not dispair of making it better. 

However arduous the task you have undertaken, we have the 
most flattering hopes from your judgement and integrity, and 
those hopes are strengthened by your diffidence. In truth Sir you 
lie under no obligations to the public (whatever may be the case 
as to your particular friends). The members of the State in appoint- 
ing you thought, with great reason, that they effectually served 
themselves and their constituents. As to myself, I confess I was 
actuated by duty to the public having been taught, that your pro- 
motion would more effectually serve them than you. 

I return you my best thanks for your a[tte] ntion to Mr. Gifford's 
interest, as far as it can be shewn consistent with your duty to 
yourself and to the public when I mentioned that he was tolerably 
qualified, I meant it as a general expression; but with respect to 
his competition, perhaps I might venture to go further. Mr. 
Hooper regreted that he had not mentioned that Gentleman to you, 
as I believe he thinks him preferable to any that has offered for 
Hillsborough; and I expect he will write you upon the subject. 

As to Mr. G. Hooper, I am too much interested in his welfare 
to trust myself with saying any thing in his favor. I will only beg 
leave to observe that I hope his own merit will be his best recom- 
mendation. I wish your partiality for him may not induce you to 
overlook the merit of any other candidate. 

What I intended to send you from the Court law [was] upon a 
supposition that you might possibly resolve to practice. You will 
now have a better o [ppor] tunity to in [for] m yourself, as I imagine 
the laws will very [s]oon be published. 

I now venture to congratulate you on your appointment, being 
with very sincere esteem Sir Your most obedient servant 

A Maclaine 

RC (Iredell Papers, A&H). Bracketed material taken from McRee, Iredell, 
I, 374. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 14th Jany. 1778 

My dear Hannah, 

The weather was so excessively bad that with all our efforts we 
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could not get here till yesterday. We were obliged to ride a good 
deal in the rain, but notwithstanding that my disorder continued 
better, and has now almost entirely left me. In every other respect 
I am as well as I could wish. We were qualified into our Offices 
yesterday, and appointed Clerks. Charles Bondfleld was chosen 
for Edenton without opposition. Mr. Eaton Haines for Halifax. 
J. Cooke for Newbern. G. Hooper for Wilmington. One Jas Taylor 
for Hillsborough. The Salisbury Clerkship is yet in suspence. We 
do not expect to leave this 'till Friday, and as we must go the 
upper road, I scarcely can expect the pleasure of seeing you 'till 
Monday or Tuesday. I am obliged to make haste not to lose this 
opportunity. Remember me to all as I ought to be, and believe me, 
my dear Hannah, Most sincerely and affectionately yours, 

Jas. Iredell 

P.S.    The Courts are to hold only 12 days: not 15. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton. By favor of 
Capt. Forbes." 

■p 

Iredell House, East Church Street, Edenton. (Photographs by State Depart- 
ment of Archives and History unless otherwise specified.) 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Booth, 25th Feb., 1778 

My dear Hannah, 

We arrived here about eight this morning, perfectly well. Our 
journey hitherto has been, upon the whole, very agreeable, except 
that this morning, very unfortunately, the horse upon which 
Andrew rode appeared to be lame, and still continues so. The 
reason we can't easily suggest. We are at present a little embar- 
rassed by this circumstance, but your brother is trying if another 
horse can be got here to his place. It gives me great concern that I 
am obliged to trouble him so much. If he was not the best and most 
generous of men, he could not bear it with so much patience. I 
should promise myself great happiness in this little town with him, 
if I was not continually thinking of my absence from you, and 
feeling all that anxiety on your account which ever attends me 
when I am from you. But I hope, my dear Hannah, you will take 
the best care of your health, and let me have the happiness of 
meeting you here as I expect, which time I assure you is con- 
tinually in my thoughts. 

You desire me to write you more particularly than I have been 
used to do, but it would not be very entertaining to give you many 
particulars at this time. How would you like to be told that we 
found half a dozen people drunk at Cumner's, the landlord at their 
head; that in going thence, by my assuming the direction, we lost 
our way, and did not get to Mr. Baker's till 8 at night, that we set 
off early the next morning and breakfasted at Wilton1; met Mr. 
Charlton soon after, and proceeded on to Colton's to dinner? Here 
indeed was something worth telling you. We met your brother 
John, on his way to the court, perfectly well, as he said all his 
family were. We however were soon obliged to part with him, and 
came on in the evening to old Mrs. Bryan's, where we staid very 
comfortably all night, and came here to breakfast this morning. 
This is our little history; I might, indeed, add, if it was possible 
for you to doubt it, that I have been very happy in your brother's 
company. He has taken two or three lessons at his French, and is 
indeed a very apt scholar. I am afraid he will soon excel his 
master.2 You must excuse the bad pen I write with, and the con- 
sequent scribbling I give you. If the pen had been better, I should 
have wrote better. Nelly must also excuse my writing to her now. 
Your brother will very soon want the pen, and we have no time to 
spare. Her 16th year I hope will not make her too proud to try to 
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make up the vast quantity of time she has squandered. Adieu! my 
dear Hannah. Give my love to your sister and 15, and the other 
children, and remember me to your brother's family and Mrs. 
Dawson, which compliments bring me to the great and sincere 
one of saying that I am, my dear Hannah, Your entirely affec- 
tionate 

Jas. Iredell 

P.S. My thin coat has done me no sort of prejudice, and I think 
I look very well and handsome. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 375-376). Misdated 1788; but see JI to Hannah 
Iredell, March 12, 1778, below, and note McRee's placing the letter with those 
for 1778. 

Editorial Note: For editor's policy on use of italics in material taken from 
McRee's Iredell, see Volume I, led n. 

1 Community in southeast Granville County. Powell, N.C. Gazetteer, 538. 
2 JI was teaching Samuel Johnston to read French. 

Pucheu to James Iredell 

[ca. February, 1778] 
Monsieur 

Je me suis comme vous trouve bien prive, de n'avoir point eu le 
plaisir de vous voir avant votre depart. J'eusse ete charme de vous 
temoigner combien je suis sensible a toutes les politesses que j'ai 
recu dans votre maison. Si j'ai quelque regret, c'est sans doute 
celui de n'avoir point a esperer de repondre a tant de bontes, mais 
je desire, et cela est en notre pouvoir, que vous me fournissiez des 
occasions a vous prouver qu'en effet j'y suis reconnoissant; 
soyez bien persuade que ce seroit veritablement m'obliger que de 
me le prouver. Madame Iredell m'a remise les lettres dont vous 
m'avez prie de prendre soin. Vous pouvez etre tranquille sur leur 
sort, et du moment que vous me sauriez arrive, vous devez etre 
persuade qu'il n'aura pas dependu de moi qu'elles ne soient 
parvenues exactement: ce dont je prendrai la liberte de vous 
informer moi-meme. Je vous suis tres oblige pour les souhaites 
gracieux que vous me faites. Soyez convaincu que je n'en fais pas 
de moins sinceres tout ce qui peut contribuer a votre bonheur. 

Veuillez assurer Madame et Mademoiselle Blair, de meme que 
Madame Iredell de mes tres humbles respects, et croyez moi 
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avec sincerite et estime,  Monsieur, votre tres humble et tres 
obeissant serviteur, 

Pucheu 

I am very much obliged to Mistress Blair for the birds and 
butter. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 376-377). A reading of Pucheu's subsequent 
letter to Jl, August 10, 1778, below, leaves no doubt that his undated missive 
was written early in 1778. Furthermore, internal evidence strongly suggests 
that it was written in February, just after JI set out on a circuit of the 
superior courts in his new capacity as a state judge, a time when Pucheu 
was preparing to return to France. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Salisbury, 12th March, 1778 

My Dearest Hannah 

After so long an absence (for I really think it a very long one) it 
gives me great pleasure that I have an opportunity of writing to 
you, and thus enjoying, though at a great distance, some kind of 
communication with you. Until now, I have not known of any 
opportunity since I wrote you at Booth, so that I hope you will not 
charge me with remissness and neglect. Our journey up here was 
passed agreeably, on the whole, though not at all times equally so. 
If I can recollect a little detail, I will give it you. After finishing 
our letters at Booth, we proceeded towards Halifax, crossing the 
river at Booth, and went to Wilie Jones', who seemed glad to see 
us, and we staid with him all night, but had the mortification, as 
we left Booth too soon to dine, of fasting till near ten at night. We 
were obliged to wait to have our horses shod, and this was done in 
time for us to get to Col. McCulloh's about 12 next day. Here we 
were received with all the usual kindness, and staid the remainder 
of the day. Ben's boy is really a very fine one, and you may be 
assured gives a great deal of happiness. The next morning, after 
breakfast and receiving directions for our route, we proceeded on 
our journey, by a different way for about 25 miles than I had gone 
before, and a much finer one. The country is extremely beautiful, 
and Mr. Johnston and myself could not help continually admiring 
it. We began to ascend the hills after going about ten miles. They, 
most of them in Bute, have a gradual ascent, and from the tops of 
them you have frequently a most extensive prospect, almost always 
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a very fine one, and sometimes you have the view of a cultivated 
country; but in general, the richness of the soil, the extent of the 
prospect, and the pyramidical shape of the trees, form the beauty 
of the scene. We rode principally through such a scene as this, 
until we reached our first stage, about ten miles from the marsh, 
and where, had we not otherwise intended to stay, we should 
have been obliged to take shelter from a most heavy storm of rain, 
in which we had been under a necessity of riding for two or three 
miles. The house we came to was a poor miserable hovel, in- 
habited by a man and his wife and three or four very beautiful 
children. Here we staid four hours, and were once afraid we should 
be obliged to stay all night, which was a very uncomfortable pros- 
pect, but the weather clearing up a little, we determined to make a 
push in the evening, which we accordingly did, and reached Mr. 
Parke's about an hour in the night, after having got another 
wetting. Mr. Parke received us with extreme hospitality, and we 
staid with great satisfaction at his house that night. We did not 
see Mrs. Parke till supper time. I had never seen her before. She 
has a good deal of resemblance, I think, of her sister Mrs. Jones.1 

She was obliging also. They appear to live in a plentiful manner, 
and have three very fine children. The next day we rode from his 
house after breakfast to a place called Harrisburg, about 27 miles, 
without stopping. We were excessively fatigued, but had the com- 
fort to find an exceeding good house to rest in, and refresh our- 
selves for an hour or two. The country we passed this day, except 
about half a dozen miles, was nothing equal to what we had seen 
before, though here and there it is also very beautiful. Harrisburg 
contains half a dozen straggling houses, and is a burlesque upon a 
town.2 We travelled about nine miles farther that evening, and 
lodged tolerably. We were then within 12 or 13 miles of Mr. 
Bennehan's,3 who lives about two miles out of the way. Here we 
had a great desire to go to breakfast, but were afraid of his hos- 
pitality. At last however we determined on it, and to leave it 
immediately after. When we came to the road, we again balanced; 
we however proceeded. He discovered great pleasure to see us, as 
did Mrs. Bennehan, who immediately went to provide breakfast 
for us, for we were disappointed in our expectation of finding them 
at theirs—they, though so young a married couple, being earlier 
risers than some I know. After breakfast was over, and we were 
talking of going, he immediately attacked us with such hospitable 
earnestness, that our resolution was almost overpowered. Your 
brother at last said to me, "suppose we trust God Almighty for 
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once." My piety and inclination induced me to consent, and thus 
we were doomed to spend the whole day there—and a very agree- 
able one it was. Mr. W. Johnston4 having lately come to reside at 
his place at Little River, about three miles distant, Mr. Bennehan 
sent for him, and we had a happy day in company with them and 
Mrs. Bennehan, whose amiableness of temper is extremely engag- 
ing. Her life must be a very dull one. She has not a single woman 
she can associate with nearer than Hillsborough, which is at the 
distance of 18 miles. This is a circumstance she must feel very 
sensibly, and cannot be sufficiently compensated even by the great 
worthiness of her husband. The next morning, when your brother 
told her he would endeavor to bring Mrs. Johnston to see her, she 
could scarcely speak; tears flowed into her eyes, and it was with 
difficulty she could express the great pleasure it would give her, 
and ask me if I could not make her happy in your company also. 
13th.—We went from here in company with Mr. Johnston and Mr. 
Bennehan to the former's house to breakfast, which is at the place 
where my cousin Ben McCulloh and myself happened fortunately 
to be at the time of the great disturbance at Hillsborough.5 We 
arrived at Hillsborough about one, found a most elegant tavern, 
dined with great satisfaction, and proceeded in the evening to a 
place about 10 miles further. Hillsborough rather exceeded my 
expectations; it is far from being a disagreeable town, as to appear- 
ance, and there is a remarkable handsome church in it.6 Your 
brother and myself, before we came away, engaged a good room 
with two beds in it, for our use during the Court. It would be un- 
interesting and tedious to give you particulars of our march from 
Hillsborough to Salisbury. It was far the most disagreeable part of 
the journey. The country itself is not so pleasant, though there is 
a great deal of good land in it, the accommodations wretched, 
and we were forced to travel in very bad weather. Your brother 
asked the woman of a very dirty Dutch house if there were any 
brooms in that part of the country. We, however, arrived here the 
evening of the court day. Mr. Spencer had been here a little before 
me, and we had the great pleasure of meeting with Mr. Hooper 
and Mr. Maclaine, with whom we board in the same house, and 
though in a tavern, have perfectly the command of a select com- 
pany. I have been two or three nights at Mr. Frohock's, and we 
have all dined there. They are all very well, and seemed glad to 
see me. Mr. Frohock's obstinacy of conduct places me, however, in 
a very awkward and painful situation, and has prevented my 
going to his house so cordially and happily as I should otherwise 
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have done, and as Mrs. Frohock's kindness would invite. For very 
frivolous reasons he refuses to deliver up the Records of the Court, 
notwithstanding he applied to your brother and Mr. Hooper for 
advice, and they in the strongest terms have urged it. I have my- 
self, so far as is consistent with my situation. The affair is to be 
publicly determined this morning, and if he continues obstinate, 
he must be committed to gaol. You may easily conceive my feel- 
ings, but there is a necessity for its being done. The commitment 
will be till he delivers the Records. 

14th March.—The affair of Frohock's is over. His obstinacy con- 
tinuing unconquerable, he was committed to gaol, when after 
staying a few hours and distressing his wife in the most dreadful 
manner, who went to him, he thought proper to comply and to 
deliver the Records up.7 I shall leave this cursed place to-day 
together with your brother, Mr. Maclaine and Mr. Hooper. We 
take the Moravian town in our way, and shall endeavor to while 
away the time, till Hillsborough court, in as amusing a manner as 
possible. 0! how long every hour seems to me. Never did I feel 
more anxiety to see you. God grant it may be in perfect health, and 
for heaven's sake do not disappoint me of seeing you at your 
brother's. I will apply day and night to the business at Hills- 
borough, in order to shorten the time of my further absence from 
you. I am not sure, but perhaps I may write a line to Nelly. My 
time has been much taken up. We have sat mostly seven or eight 
hours in a day, sometimes twelve. I have not been in the least sick, 
nor your brother either, though this place seems to me far from 
being a healthy one. I think you may permit me now, my dearest 
Hannah, to bid you adieu. It is with reluctance I do it even in 
writing. You will not fail to mention my most affectionate remem- 
brance to your sister and Nelly and the children, and to your 
brother's family and Mrs. Dawson's, and believe me, Most faith- 
fully, most anxiously, and most affectionately yours, 

Jas. Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 377-380). 

1 Presumably Mrs. Thomas Jones of Edenton. Neither Mrs. Parke nor her 
husband has been identified. 

2 Harris Burgh, as it was written then, is on the Collet map of 1770. It was 
the seat of Granville County, southeast of the present town of Oxford. 

3 Richard Bennehan—McRee mispelled it "Bennyam," for JI certainly knew 
better—was a prominent Orange County planter, whose home seems to have 
been a stopping point for almost all notable people who journeyed his way, 
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including Henry Eustace McCulloh. At various times Bennehan held such 
county posts as commissioner of elections and commissioner of roads. 
Saunders, Colonial Records, IX, 345, 945; Clark, State Records, XXIV, 693. 

4 William Johnston, probably a relative of Samuel Johnston, a former sheriff 
of Orange County and later justice of the peace of Bute County, served in the 
Fourth and Fifth Provincial Congresses and later in the state legislature. He 
also speculated in western land as a member of Richard Henderson's Transyl- 
vania Company. See Saunders, Colonial Records, X passim; Clark, State 
Records, XXI passim. 

5 Jl and Benjamin McCulloch had probably been there to act as agents for 
Henry Eustace McCulloh; this is JI's first reference to having been in "Regula- 
tor country" at the time of the disturbances. The specific events JI alludes to 
occurred at the September, 1770, term of the Hillsborough District Superior 
Court, when a throng of 150 Regulators drove Judge Richard Henderson from 
the bench and whipped attorneys John Williams and William Hooper. The 
rioters reserved their severest punishment for Edmund Fanning, who was not 
only beaten but witnessed the destruction of his house, including his papers 
and furniture. Powell, Regulators in N.C., xxi, 245-258. 

6 The "most elegant tavern" has been in continuous existence on the same 
location since 1759. Now known as the Colonial Inn, it is "the oldest business 
establishment in continuous use in the state." Rick Nichols, "A Touch of Deja 
Vu at the Colonial Inn," News and Observer (Raleigh), July 9, 1972. Several 
years after JI's visit to Hillsborough in 1778 a Rhode Island visitor described 
the town as consisting of "forty dwelling-houses, a church, court-house, and 
academy. . . ." Elkanah Watson, Men and Times of the Revolution (New York: 
Dana, 1856), 290. 

7 William Frohock, presumably a brother of John and Thomas Frohock, had 
succeeded John as clerk of the inferior court of Rowan County upon the latter's 
death in 1772. Saunders, Colonial Records, IX, 318-319. See also Henry 
Eustace McCulloh to JI, September 5, 1768, especially n 15, Volume I. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Salisbury 14th March 1778 

My dear Hannah, 

I finished this morning a very long and particular letter to you, 
which will be carried together with this by Mr. Fine, but as he does 
not go the most direct road to Edenton I think it will have better 
chance of reaching you early by being left at Halifax; however, to 
guard against all accidents, I write this also to assure you, that 
your Brother and I are very well, and that neither of us have been 
at all sick since we left home, altho' we are heartily tired of this 
cursed place, which we shall leave on our return to Hillsborough 
this afternoon. Mr. Frohock's extreme obstinacy of conduct has 
rendered it particularly disgusting to me. By peremptorily refus- 
ing to deliver up the records of the town, which every endeavour 
was used to persuade him to, he made a commitment necessary, 
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and he was accordingly in gaol yesterday for some hours, but at 
last he thought proper to comply. His Wife endured the misery of 
going to the gaol to him, and I understand it was with great diffi- 
culty he could be prevailed on to deliver them up at last. 

I must certainly expect to meet you at your Brother's. You may 
be assured, I shall do every thing in my power to hasten the busi- 
ness at Hillsborough, and fly to your arms with all imaginable 
anxiety. O! for the happy moment of meeting. God grant I may 
find you in perfect health, and my happiness will be complete. I 
can only add that I am ever most affectionately yours 

J as. Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Hillsborough 18th March 1778 

My dear Hannah, 

Having the satisfaction to overtake Mr. Fine here, I have it in 
my power to add another line by him acquainting you of our arrival 
here, where we came about 5 o'clock this afternoon, heartily sick 
of our Journey from Salisbury; for tho' we have travelled thro' a 
most delightful Country, we have had the most wretched, dirty, 
and niggerdly accomodations that can be conceived. We took the 
Moravian town1 in our way; the town in point of neatness, industry 
and ingenuity far exceeded my expectations; in other respects it 
came much below them; we met with a most dirty and rascally 
Tavernkeeper, who told us fifty lies about what he hid in his house, 
until he was taken aside by one of their principals to whom we 
had a letter. But we could get none of their manufactures what- 
ever. The outside of their houses is very neat; the inside of what 
we saw very dirty. Nothing could have made this ride supportable 
but the agreeable Company we had. Mr. Maclaine and Mr. Hooper 
were with us the whole way. We have a tolerable, but not an 
extraordinary prospect of our accomodations here. I regret ex- 
tremely that the Court will be so long in commencing. The first 
day is the 24th. I think God, I am perfectly well. Your Brother 
has been a little indisposed since yesterday, tho' not so as to pre- 
vent his travelling, but he seems pretty well to night, and after a 
good night's rest, I am sure will be entirely so. It is a principal 
employment of my thoughts, how happy I shall be when I meet 
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you. You may be assured, I shall not lose a moment in hastening 
this truly [. . .] time. I have only to add to my fervent wishes and 
prayers for your health, and as much happiness as is [consistent] 
with my absence (for I flatter myself it cannot be compleat with it) 
that I am ever, my dear Hannah Your most truly affectionate 

J as Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Properly known as Salem, it was laid out and settled by the Moravians in 
1766 on land supposedly chosen by Count Nikolaus Zinzendorf, patron and 
leader of the Moravians in North Carolina. As JPs letter indicates, the 
Moravians were already well known for their experiment in communal living 
and for their craftsmanship. For an outstanding documentary on the Mora- 
vians, see Adelaide L. Fries and others (eds.), Records of the Moravians in 
North Carolina (Raleigh: North Carolina Historical Commission [State De- 
partment of Archives and History], 11 volumes, 1922-1969). 

Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Edenton 27th March 1778 

Dear Sir 

I received your two Letters by Mr. Fine with great pleasure and 
am much obliged to you for so kindly thinking of me at such a 
distance.1 I wish I had something agreeable to write to you in 
return but can only say that we are all well. Everything else is 
disagreeable enough. My Sister has ingaged Mr Cummin to write 
you the news so that you will have it from a much better hand than 
I can pretend to be as he has a better memory and invention than 
I have. If I write of our situation here you may believe it cannot be 
very happy when I tell you the prices of provisions and every thing 
else rise daily. I do not think it will be possible for us or any other 
person who is not in very good business to live in town six months 
longer. For my own part I can asure you I am very unhappy tho I 
endeavour to put the best face on it. My family is very large and 
the prospect before us very gloomy. People talk much here of peace, 
and every thing mending in a few months. God grant it, I say, but 
I am afraid better times are at too great a distance for me ever to 
hope to see them. No more of that, however, for the present. I am 
endeavouring to get my Boys ready to go up to Bute by their 
Uncles return. The thoughts of parting especially from George 
gives me a good deal of pain but I try to console myself with the 
hopes of its being for their advantage. Sammy and George go still 
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to school to Mrs Gillatty. Billy stays in Mr. Johnsons Store and is 
very industrious. Mr Johnson2 says he is a fine boy and very useful 
to him. I thought it better to put him there than to let him be Idle 
about the Streets for the two months he was to be at home. Nelly 
is writing to you and no doubt will make you many fair promises, 
but you are not to believe one of them for she herself will forget 
them as soon as wrote. She only makes them to induce you to write 
to her. I am afraid you will not find any alteration for the letter in 
her at your return. She is now learning French but she has to little 
desire to improve her self ever to be attentive to that or any thing 
else that is for her advantage. As I shall send all love and compli- 
ments by my Sister I have only now to conclude myself with sin- 
cere regard Dear Sir your ever Afft Sister 

J. Blair 

I forgot to tell you that Mr Knox has purchased 40 Barrels of 
Corn for us. He has not told me at what price. Mr Conner was to 
send it up, but it is not yet come. I have been obliged to borrow 
ever since you went away. It is now as high as five £ pr Barrel and 
Flour three £ pr Hundred. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "To Mr. Iredell Halifax." 

1 Not found. They were written from Salisbury or Hillsborough. See JI to 
Hannah Iredell, March 12, 14, 18,1778, above. 

2 Probably Charles Johnson, who married a daughter of the Reverend Daniel 
Earl; he had allegedly fled from Scotland after the abortive Scottish rebellion 
of 1745. 

Helen "Nelly" Blair to James Iredell 

Edenton April 14th 1778 

My Dear Uncle 

As Mr. Web is going this Evening and I have not time to write 
to two I think it is my duty to write to you as you are always so 
good when you are from home. Your letter from Salisbury deserves 
I am sure a much better answer than that I wrote by Aunt. I 
should write to you and her as indeed all my acquaintances if I 
knew how to express my sentiments. I have enough of them but 
am always at a loss how to express them. I am certain I have as 
great a regard for you as you have for me and yet to save my life I 
could not tell you so handsomely. We dined yesterday with Mr La 
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Neuville at his Lodgings. I assure it was very disagreable to me. 
There were so many Frenchmen there and you know they have 
not too much reserve. Please to give my love to Aunt Iredell, Aunt 
Johnston, Uncle Sam, Miss Peggy and the Children. I did intend 
and should have wrote you a much longer letter but my Pen is so 
bad I have hardly patience to write with it at all. 

I am my dear Uncle your dutiful and affectionate Niece 

H Blair 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "The Honbl. James Iredell, Esq. one 
of the Judges of the Superior Court at Halifax." 

James Iredell to Richard Caswell 
Northampton, 20th April, 1778 

Sir: 

I ask your Excellency's pardon for so long delaying to write 
to you, on the subject of the proposal you made concerning the land 
on Trent which is in dispute between us. The reason partly arose 
from an uncertainty of the determination we should come to with 
respect to the sale of the land, in general, and from none of us 
knowing the nature and situation of the whole tract so exactly as 
to be able to ascertain the value of that part, it was proposed we 
should relinquish. We have now determined to offer the land for 
sale, and I send an advertisement to the Printer for that purpose 
by the same conveyance which carried this.1 The sale is intended 
to be some time during the sitting of the Superior Court at New- 
Bern. In the mean time, I beg leave to assure your Excellency we 
are very well disposed to treat about an accommodation of what 
you and Col. W. Heritage and we have in dispute and though we 
are positively convinced of the validity of our title, will readily 
sacrifice something for the sake of peace, and to avoid any dis- 
agreeable differences. The particulars are not at present fully 
enough informed of circumstances to enter into. 

I am with great respect Sir, your Excellency's most humble and 
most obedient servant. 

James Iredell 
P.S. 
The sale is to be without any prejudice to the agreement with 

Mr. Franks, which we mean to fulfil. 
J.I. 

Printed (Clark, State Records, XIII, 98-99). 

1 See North-Carolina Gazette (New Bern), May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, June 6, 1778; 
JI to Hannah Iredell, May 25, 1778, below. 
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To the Honorable James Iredell, Esq; one of the Judges of the 
Superior Court held at Eden ton, for the District of Edenton, on 

the first Day of May 1778. 

We, the Grand Jury for the district of Edenton, return you our 
thanks for the CHARGE which you was pleased to deliver to us 
at the opening of this court. 

This CHARGE vindicates the conduct of the American states, 
in the establishment of Independency, by arguments drawn from 
unalienable rights, and from real necessity, and grounded on in- 
contestable facts. Every man who is not lost to the powers of reason 
and conviction, must feel their force, and must bear a very active 
testimony in support of them. It breathes a spirit of pure dis- 
interested patriotism, and holds forth the most powerful incentives 
to persist in the opposition in which America has so successfully 
begun. It points out persuasively the importance of a faithful 
observation of the various political and relative duties of society, 
upon which the happiness of individuals, and of the whole depends, 
and which will tend to give stability to our present constitution. 
For these reasons, and as it may tend to invigorate the timid, rouse 
the indifferent, reclaim the disaffected, and call the united strength 
of the whole into exercise for the public good, We beg that your 
honour would favour us with a copy of it, that it may be trans- 
mitted to the press, and published for the information of those who 
did not hear it delivered. As we ask this not only for ourselves, but 
in behalf of the inhabitants of the district of Edenton, whom we 
represent, we flatter ourselves, that you will give it to our solicita- 
tions, although you intended it merely as an exercise of official 
duty, and thought it not designed for a more extensive communi- 
cation, than to us the Grand Jury. 

Clement Cooke, Foreman, James Long, Josiah Collins, 
Andrew Long, Jere'h Vail, A. Tymons, 
Benjamin Blount, Barnaba Wright, Thomas Lurry, 
Samuel Ferrill, Thomas Price, Timothy Hixson.1 

Printed {North-Carolina Gazette [New Bern], June 6, 1778). 

1 McRee, who apparently relied on a manuscript copy no longer extant, 
included the list of jurors, which is borrowed here since the newspaper does 
not list them. McRee, Iredell, I, 390. 
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A CHARGE delivered by James Iredell, Esq; one of the Judges of 
the Superior Court, to the Grand Jury for the District o/Edenton, 

on the second Day of May 1778 

Gentlemen of the Grand Jury 

In compliance with a custom which has long obtained, and is 
probably founded on very good reasons, it becomes our duty to 
address a few words to you previous to your entrance on the dis- 
charge of the important office you are now called upon to exercise 
by your country; an office of great consequence to the community, 
and of which too awful ideas cannot well be entertained. 

This court of justice opens at a most interesting period of the 
policy of this country. We have been long deprived of such from a 
variety of causes, in some of which we have shared with our 
brethren on the continent; others were peculiar to ourselves. The 
event, however, has been unhappy and distressing, and every well 
wisher to his country must view with pleasure a scene of anarchy 
changed for that of law and order, and powers of government estab- 
lished capable of restraining or punishing dishonesty and vice. 

Such powers have been established under circumstances which 
should induce to them peculiar reverence and regard. They have 
not been the effect of usurpation; they have not proceeded from a 
wanton desire of change; they have not been imposed upon you 
by the successful arms of a tyrant; they have been peaceably 
established by the public at large, for the general happiness of the 
people, when they were reduced to the cruel necessity (a necessity 
they abhorred, and did all in their power to avoid) of renouncing 
a government which ceased to protect, and endeavored to enslave 
them, for one which enabled them with a proper share of courage 
and virtue to protect and defend themselves. You had not only for 
years been injured and insulted in the grossest manner; you had 
not only felt innovations in your government, which were as re- 
pugnant to justice as they were unwarranted by precedent; your 
petitions for redress, couched in the most humble and expressive 
(though not in the most servile) terms, had not only been rejected 
and spurned at; but when the crisis at last arrived for more vigor- 
ous exertions, or a mean and dastardly submission, and every 
hope of relaxation of the tyrannical system was fled, war was 
brought into your territories, and carried on with unusual circum- 
stances of cruelty and rigor; the British nation imposed upon by 
the vilest lies to exert every nerve in their power; foreign troops 
were hired to slaughter a people who had never offended them; 
the Indian scalping knife was employed; and even that diabolical 
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purpose of arming our domesticks to involve us in one indiscrimi- 
nate massacre, was openly and with triumph attempted. It was 
under these complicated circumstances of injustice, cruelty and 
insult, and with the just apprehension that these united efforts 
might overpower our own, if our opposition continued to be 
languidly supported with the reserve of subjects, that the once 
happy American colonies, whose loyalty had been unexampled, 
and had been exerted in the most conspicuous instances; whose 
attachment to Great-Britain was scarcely yet cooled by the num- 
erous acts of oppression they had received from her; reduced to 
the melancholy necessity of chusing their fellow-subjects for their 
masters, or of exerting those latent powers of resistance, which 
Heaven and favourable circumstances had blessed them with; it 
was in this trying and painful situation that they resolved to sacri- 
fice all old connexions, every favourite prepossession, and tear 
themselves from a country they would have bled to serve, but dis- 
dained to be enslaved by.—It is known to us all, how reluctantly 
this measure was adopted, and how ardently, until the moment 
when it appeared inevitable, we wished for a reconciliation with 
Great-Britain, upon those principles on which our opposition had 
all along proceeded; a wish that I can truly say, (notwithstand- 
ing the base reports to the contrary) there is every reason to 
believe, was almost universal. 

But every thing that could be urged in our favour was dis- 
regarded. Our enemies proceeded from one extreme to another, 
until they brought about an event which fatally, and I trust, has 
finally severed this country from the dominion of Great-Britain. 
Immense advantages have been lost in pursuit of a chimera, for 
such must ever the government of this country be without the 
hearty support of the people. The profits of our trade, and inex- 
haustible and increasing source of wealth, we freely bestowed. Our 
allegiance to our sovereign was perfect, on the conditions of our 
charter. He had a negative on our laws, and the whole executive 
department of the state. This was a power sufficient for every 
useful purpose; we had no disposition to compliment him with any 
that was dangerous. We desired only the privileges of a free people, 
such as our ancestors had been, such as they expected we should 
be. We knew it was absurd to pretend we could be free, when laws 
might at pleasure be imposed on us by another people; a people 
who in many respects considered themselves our rivals, over whom 
we had no controul, who were remarkably ignorant of our circum- 
stances, who had strong (I had almost said, irresistible) tempta- 
tions to lay burdens on us, in order to ease themselves. We knew 
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of no right they could have to such a power. Our charters did not 
recognize it. It certainly was not in our ancestors' contemplation, 
who left that very country because freedom could not be enjoyed 
in it. Custom had given it no sanction, but on the contrary strongly 
discountenanced it. It was reconcilable to no principle of justice, or 
even common decency, that we could form to ourselves. We despised 
the miserable application of a few political maxims calculated 
for a single government, to the various and extended governments 
of the British empire, and which to this hour is the basis upon 
which all the fraud, iniquity, injustice, cruelty and oppression, that 
America has experienced from Great-Britain, have been defended. 

We may be thankful to Divine Providence, that we were called 
into this contest, at a time when the principles of liberty were 
generally and thoroughly understood. The divine right of kings 
was exploded with indignation, in the last century. Men came at 
length to be persuaded that they were created for a nobler purpose 
than to be the slaves of a single tyrant. They did not confine this 
idea to speculation; they put to death one king, and expelled 
another. This was done in England, the seat of our haughty 
enemies, who seem to think the right of resistance is confined 
alone to their own kingdom. It is under this expulsion (for such it 
in fact was) that the present sovereign of that country, holds his 
title to the throne. Whatever doubt there might have been enter- 
tained before, there could be none afterwards, that the family who 
were seated upon the vacant throne by the voice of the people, held 
it liable to the same resistance which had provided the vacancy for 
them. Accordingly, ever since this glorious revolution, it has been 
considered by the generality of the kingdom, and is now almost a 
settled axiom in their government, that all government was in- 
stituted for the good of the people, and that when it no longer 
answers this end, and they are in danger of slavery, or great 
oppression, they have a right to change it. I lay it down thus 
generally, because the principle extends so far, and no man of 
reason and candor would attempt to narrow it. It is a principle 
founded in the clearest reason. It is applicable to all conditions 
and circumstances. It is not calculated for one party, or one set of 
men, or to colour a particular Job. It affords universal relief to all 
who groan under any species of tyranny, and have the virtue and 
opportunity of resisting it. I trust, as it has had its influence under 
one species of arbitrary power in England, it will not want its 
effect under one, if possible, still more severe and detestable, at- 
tempted in America. 
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I confess, gentlemen, when I speak on this subject, I cannot 
avoid expressing myself with warmth. That such great, such real 
advantages should be lost, in pursuit of no essential object, is a 
consideration extremely affecting. We cannot help comparing, 
with a degree of regret and indignation, the former honourable 
and political conduct of the crown of Great-Britain to the 
American colonies with that which has been since pursued. Happy 
in the enjoyment of liberty, in the formation of our own laws, in 
the grant of our own money (subject only to a restriction we sub- 
mitted to with pleasure, the negative of our sovereign), we felt a 
felicity that could only be equaled by the hardships with which it 
was originally obtained, and the mixture of filial and social grati- 
tude with which it was enjoyed. Great-Britain was the constant 
centre of our thoughts; her prosperity, the most ardent desire of 
our affections. We contemplated with a pleasure which no scene of 
human life perhaps ever gave occasion for before, the entire and 
cordial union of many distant people, descended from the same 
ancestors, possessed nearly of the same rights, endued with gen- 
erous and noble minds, warm in their affection, and zealous in 
their attachment to each other, under the influence of one common 
sovereign, and by the participation of a common interest, mutually 
contributing to the prosperity of the whole; the authority of the 
sovereign, sufficient to preserve the whole in due order, but not to 
invade the liberties of any; all the branches of the great stock 
willingly resigning to the parent kingdom and absolute manage- 
ment of the only concern that could probably interfere with the 
general happiness, unless the minds of the people should grow 
irritated and discontented', which their exemplary loyalty seemed 
a sufficient guard against, except in the case of a just and severe 
provocation. And though we viewed such a scene at a distance, 
and indeed as almost a thing impossible (at least to happen in our 
day, never dreaming of men sacrificing real advantages to vain 
and visionary expectations), yet we had been too well instructed 
in the principles of liberty, to view it with unconcern. We blessed 
Heaven, that it had made us, not only a happy, but & free people. 
Our ancestors came here to enjoy the blessings of liberty. They 
purchased it at an immense price. Their greatest glory was, that 
they had obtained it for themselves, and transmitted it to their 
posterity. God forbid that their posterity should be base or weak 
enough to resign it, or to let it appear, that the true British spirit, 
which has done such wonders in England, has been lost, or weak- 
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ened by being transplanted to America. The very people who are 
now embruing their hands in the blood of the Americans, in sup- 
port of the most arbitrary principles, have a thousand times bled 
in opposition to them themselves. Will you entertain so wretched 
an idea, that you are not as worthy of liberty as they are, and that 
merely because your ancestors quitted England, though with the 
public sanction, and guaranteed for the secure enjoyment of free- 
dom, you are less deserving of human blessings than those who 
happen to reside in it, and not even entitled to the common benefits 
of what the worst of men have a right to claim, the sacred obser- 
vance of public faith? But in this contest, I will dare to affirm, the 
people of Britain sacrifice to their pride and ambition, not only 
the immense advantages I have already spoken of, but the first 
principles of liberty, which are the common right of all mankind, 
and the sacred ties of honor tvhich even the worst people cannot 
violate without infamy. 

You will, I hope, excuse, gentlemen, the particularity, perhaps 
the too great particularity with which I have gone into this subject. 
Yet I thought it my duty to point out to you, some of the principles 
upon which the revolution in our government has taken place, 
and which, in my opinion, not only prove the propriety of its being 
effected, but the indispensable obligation we are under to maintain 
and support it. This can only be done by great public virtues and 
very spirited exertions. We have a great and exasperated people 
to contend against; a people, who, though they have wantonly 
thrown away many of their resources, have many still left, and 
are, no doubt, capable of powerful efforts. These must be withstood 
by great efforts on our part. Let us not flatter ourselves, that the 
war is nearly over, and that we are on the eve of enjoying the bless- 
ings of peace. Such ideas are pleasing, but at present they seem to 
be chimerical, and certainly they are dangerous. They tend to 
throw us too much off our guard, and to lay us open to the artful 
designs of our enemies. Review the great scenes of history, you 
will find, mankind have always been obliged to pay dear for the 
blessings they enjoyed. This life may well be called a scene of trial, 
for vice has every where, and long been seen to triumph over 
virtue. But though the trial be severe, thank God, we have no 
reason to believe it will be constantly unsuccessful. The struggles 
of a great people, have almost always ended in the establishment 
of liberty. The enjoyment of it is an object worthy of the most vigi- 
lant application, and the most painful sacrifices. Is there any thing 
we read with more pleasure than the sufferings and contentions 
of a brave people, who resist oppression with firmness, are faithful 
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to the interests of their country, and disdain every advantage that 
is incompatible with them? Such a people are spoken of with 
admiration by all future ages. Their history is put into the hands 
of youth, to form them by a spirit of emulation, if possible, to equal 
their greatness of mind. Their posterity, for a long time (until 
the gradual corruption of all human affairs seizes upon them also) 
if they happen to be successful, which is generally the case, reap 
the benefit of their ancestors' virtue. Their souls glow v ith grati- 
tude for the virtue and self-denial of their forefathers. They con- 
sider them as patterns for their own conduct on similar occasions, 
and are continually pointing them out to the reverence and imita- 
tion of their children. These are the glorious effects of patriotism 
and virtue. These are the rewards annexed to the faithful discharge 
of that great and honorable duty, fidelity to our country. On the 
contrary, what can we conceive more base and contemptible than 
a set of men, careless and negligent of their rights, regardless of 
their value, indifferent to their preservation, mean enough to 
crouch under the first insolent menace, without spirit to defend, 
without virtue to deserve them, at length easily deprived of advan- 
tages which they might, without much difficulty, have secured, 
and the loss of which they are forced every instant to regret, with 
curses on themselves as the authors of their own, and their chil- 
dren's misery, under the gloomy tyranny of a proud and arbitrary 
despot. I pray to God that the fair character I have described, may 
be that of America to the latest ages, and that mankind never may 
be disgraced by the existence of so wretched and despicable a set 
of people, as in the last. 

Upon a subject so general, so warm, so animating as this, it 
would be easy to expatiate much farther; but the time, and even 
the occasion, will not properly permit it, and therefore I shall pro- 
ceed to say something on the nature of the particular office you are 
at present called upon to perform. It is a glorious privilege by 
which the liberties of the people are secured, that no man can 
suffer in his reputation or his safety, by a public accusation but 
after the solemn, and impartial determination of a select number 
of his fellow-subjects, chosen to preside over his fate, after every 
possible exception that can be made to any, is removed. These men 
are no otherwise interested in the condemnation or acquittal of 
the suspected person, but that justice should be done to the public, 
and no oppression shown to the individual. Besides the common 
principles of decency and justice, they have also this farther guard 
on their conduct, that they may hereafter be affected by their own 
precedents, and that either as members of the community at large, 
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they may suffer by an undue relaxation of the powers of govern- 
ment, or as individuals—themselves accused, by any iniquitable 
circumstances under which they have accused or convicted others. 
We are apt not sufficiently to value the blessings we enjoy, until 
we are deprived of them; but we may be, in some measure, sensible 
of this, by having recourse to the transactions of those countries 
where juries are unknown, and where the torture prepares the 
charge, and an arbitrary, merciless judge decides it. The histories 
of all countries indeed show, that men, in fact, are more wicked 
than they could be supposed to be, and that there is no way to pre- 
vent an abuse of power, but by not giving too much. I will venture 
to say, no man before its introduction would have had an idea that 
the practice of torturing people to make them confess suspected 
guilt, could ever generally have obtained, and yet at this hour, to 
the disgrace of human nature, it subsists in some of what are called 
the most civilized parts of Europe. An infinity of other arbitrary 
actions have taken place, equally absurd and ill founded, and 
equally and strongly suggesting that great and necessary caution 
of guarding our liberties with care; among which this of a trial by 
jury must be deemed one of the principal. 

You, gentlemen, are intrusted with the business of accusation. 
You form the grand inquest of crimes committed within this dis- 
trict. From the highest to the lowest, they being all cognizable by 
this court, come within your jurisdiction. You are not confined to 
present those only, which may be transmitted to you by the Attor- 
ney-General. You may find of your own knowledge, in which case 
you present the charge in general terms, and the Attorney-General 
reduces it to form. I should be obliged to read a volume to you, if I 
were to attempt a compleat catalogue of crimes. In all cases where 
you are in doubt, you will apply to the court for information. There 
is one offence, however, upon which I think it my duty, to say a 
little, because I hear it is unhappily too prevalent, and because it 
is particularly dangerous, and all, I fear, are not aware of its 
criminality. The offence I mean, is, depreciating the currency of 
this state. This is a very serious and alarming evil. The profits of 
our trade, having for a vast number of years, centred in Great- 
Britain, we were continually drained of all our gold and silver, 
and therefore a paper currency became necessary to be established, 
to pass in payment among ourselves, and for which the public faith 
should be pledged. The unhappy exigencies of this war requiring 
very great expences, and the people not being able, without the 
extremest distress, to raise the same annually by taxes (nor per- 
haps was the currency of the country sufficient for that purpose, 
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and private accommodation also) it became necessary to make 
more paper, as we had no gold or silver, or sink under the contest 
at once; for war cannot be maintained without money. The public 
faith is pledged for this also. The necessities of the people require, 
that its credit should be supported, for in proportion, as this is 
impaired, its use ceases, and all the evils attending the absolute 
want of money will attend a profusion of that which is universally 
disregarded. The very prosecution of the war therefore, depends 
on the support of our currency. Yet, I am told, it is a common 
practice to make a difference between our own currency, and the 
Continental, and also between the currency established since this 
contest began, and that which was in existence before. The differ- 
ence that is made between any kind of paper and gold or silver is 
still more alarming. Every one of these practices is a great and 
dangerous misdemeanor against the state, punishable by this court 
and therefore properly cognizable by you. And I hope, if you know 
of any instances of this kind, you will present them, though not 
laid, in any formal manner, before you. 

I think of nothing material to add, gentlemen, but that it is 
necessary, at least twelve of your number, should agree upon all 
questions. 

Before I conclude, I cannot help expressing the very great 
pleasure I have felt, in seeing so much peace and order subsist 
among the people, during the uncommonly long suspension of the 
courts of justice; an instance of regularity (with a few exceptions 
not much to the honor of this part of the country) I believe not to 
be equalled, in similar circumstances, by any other people under 
Heaven, and, I trust in God, a happy presage of that virtue which 
is to support our present government. 

The author of the above charge, being an Englishman by birth, 
has reason to apologize for some expressions which seem only 
proper for a person born in America. He confesses, he was trans- 
ported by the warmth and ardour of his feelings, into a manner of 
speaking that he cannot strictly defend. But he could not, upon so 
animating a subject, be cool and formal enough to make a dis- 
crimination between his own situation, and that of the public in 
general. In all essential points, he considers himself equally an 
American with any other; for having become an American subject, 
he became intitled to all the rights of one, and his happiness and 
honour were concerned in defending them.1 

Printed (North-Carolina Gazette [New Bern], June 6, 13, 20, 1778). The 
first portion of the address appeared in the issue of June 6 and the remainder 
in that of June 13. The issue of June 20 contained the correction of several 
printer's errors, which are silently incorporated into the text. 
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Editorial Note: The so-called grand jury charge, as JI explained, was deeply 
rooted in the English legal tradition, and it often took the form of a kind of 
commentary on public events, with references to the specific duties of the 
jurors being all but omitted. Later, in the 1790s, when JI was an associate 
justice of the United States Supreme Court, the Jeffersonian Republicans 
were sharply critical of JI and other federal judges for what were, in truth, 
attacks upon their political party. Yet the politically oriented grand jury 
charge evoked little but favorable commentary during the War of Indepen- 
dence, for it was viewed as a valuable means of explaining and justifying the 
In fact, it is claimed that "the judiciary was in a more advantageous 
among a people already burdened by taxes, inflation, and fears of invasion. 
In fact, it is claimed that "the judiciary was in a more advantageous 
position than any other branch of government to bring influence directly to 
bear upon an appreciable number of people." John D. Cushing, "The Judiciary 
and Public Opinion in Revolutionary Massachusetts," in Law and Authority 
in Colonial America, edited by George A. Billias (Barre, Massachusetts: 
Barre Publishers, 1965), 181. Two grand jury charges by JFs fellow judge 
Samuel Ashe are available from this period. See North-Carolina Gazette (New 
Bern), August 14, 1778; A Charge Given to the Grand-Jury at Wilmington, 
November 30, 1782, by the Hon. Samuel Ashe, Esq., one of the Judges of the 
Superior Courts (N.p.: N.p, n.d.), a broadside in the North Carolina Collec- 
tion, UNC. 

1 The concluding paragraph was probably added at the time the charge was 
published. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 23d. May 1778 

My Dear Hannah 

I arrived here only an hour or two ago. The delays at my first 
setting out, you know, were provoking and unfortunate. But these 
were not my only ones. My horses both got away at Mr. Mac- 
kenzie's; I waited there a day and a half with extreme impatience, 
hoping they would be found from a great number of people being 
in search of them, but I was obliged at last to go myself on a bor- 
rowed horse, leaving Andrew to wait for [Wings] of my own. At 
the distance of about 12 miles on the road I found my little Rascal, 
at a house where I intended to stop, and where he had been taken 
up the day before. God knows what is to come of the [other], but 
I have not heard a word of her. 

Thus have I been detained. I regretted the delay, among other 
reasons, because I was afraid I should be too late for the Post. But 
I luckily am not. Let me hope you will not delay to write to me by 
every one till the time I mentioned. Let your next, if you please, be 
directed for me here. I expect to be here at the time of the arrival 
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myself, but if I am not, will leave directions to have it forwarded. I 
have the satisfaction to assure you I am perfectly well. God grant 
this may be the case with you and all my Friends. I have it not in 
my power to write to any body else. I do this in Court in the midst 
of a crowd. You will not fail to remember me properly to [. . .] 
and believe me your most affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I must not omit telling you that Mr. Avery is elected a 
Soldier, and is getting ready his Camp Equipage. 

Since I wrote you, Andrew has arrived with the Mare. She was 
found about 6 miles from Mr. Mackenzie's. You must excuse bad 
writing and all other faults, and think of me ever as Your most 
faithful affectionate 

Ja. Iredell 

I have extremely good lodgings at Mr. Thomlinson's. I have 
received a very pressing invitation from W. Blount, but declined it 
on her account. You see I have almost as many Postscripts as a 
Woman? 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 25th. May 1778 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you on Saturday immediately on my arrival, giving you 
an account of my difficulties and recovery from them which I sent 
by post; my history since that time is but short. I dined on that 
day with the Grand Jury, yesterday with Mr Ellis, this day with 
Mr Cooke, and presently, by particular appointment, am to drink 
tea at Mrs. Vail's, the brilliancy of whose Daughters is at present 
added to by the company of Mr. Shaw. At 6 I am to attend general 
rejoicing about the great news the Governor received. An Express 
last night with very full and interesting particulars, entirely con- 
firmatory of what we had heard before.l Some other particulars 
are added of less authenticity, such as that War is actually de- 
clared, and part of the British Forces actually embarking, and the 
[rest] soon expected to follow their example for the West Indies. I 
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have been drinking a few glasses of claret, but not so as to make 
me either drunk or sick. The Governor, a South Carolina Gentle- 
man, my Brother Spencer, and Mr Leech formed the company at 
Mr. Cooke's. I receive as yet no proposals about the land. Mr Nash 
can't purchase without the sale of his on Roanoke. I hope however 
to get a good price for ours. I shall wait for your Brother 'till 
Thursday. If he is not then arrived, I will sell it alone if I can do it 
advantageously: not otherwise.2 

I had wrote thus far before I set off on my ramble. I went and 
sat half an hour at Mrs. Vail's and made an apology for not drink- 
ing tea there, and attended the grand Celebration. Grand I can 
only call it on account of the occasion; the exhibition was poor and 
trifling—The discharge of a few trifling pieces, a wretched appear- 
ance of the Town Company, an huzza or two, and drinking without 
toasts formed the whole scene. There was a dry huzza to the King 
of France, and one to the United States, and this was all in that 
way. There was also an affecting prospect to a man who still 
feels for the condition of his native Country, and laments the 
miserable but necessary disunion from her—the British flag 
reversed, and the French and American meeting and laid by the 
side of each other. The advantage of the connexion upon its present 
honorable principles, is undoubtedly great; but old attachments, 
and the possibility there once existed with prudent management 
of happier circumstances, will sometimes unavoidably be upper- 
most. I felt it this evening—Would to God, that in all cases it was 
possible to separate the bad from the good, the foolish from the 
wise; but human nature is too imperfect for this. 

You will excuse I flatter myself the hurrying and scribbling 
account I send you. I believe you are more anxious about the 
matter than the manner of information from me, though I should 
certainly think, if I could do it without abridging the former that 
it was my duty to attend a little to the latter.) The Circumstances 
I have mentioned have prevented my being more correct &c. Don't 
believe that my assertion in the first part of my letter need be 
retracted now; I think I am tolerably sober and I assure you (which 
I suppose will think a good proof of it) that I am not at all sick.3 

God grant my dear Hannah that you may continue perfectly well 
'till I have the happiness to see you. A Happiness I shall indeed 
think it. I must in the meantime flatter myself with the hope of 
hearing from you as often as possible. You may write to me by 
Mr. Nash to be either received by me in Newbern, or forwarded to 
Cape Fear, as circumstances may offer. I enquired, not without 
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some hope, on the arrival of the last post, for a letter, flattering 
myself that you might have received my note by your Brother, 
and would have gratified me. Pray mention me most affectionately 
to your Sister and Nelly and the other children. I would have taken 
time to write to Nelly, if I had thought she had deserved it, which I 
am truly unhappy in thinking she does not. I propose writing a 
line or two to your Brother. Don't forget to give my Compliments 
to all my friends, and believe me my dearest Hannah, Most 
affectionately yours. 

Jas Iredell 

RC  (Johnson  Papers,  A&H). McRee,  Iredell,  I, 391, misdates the letter 
May 23, 1778. 

1 JI speaks of receiving definite word of the signing of the treaties of com- 
merce and alliance with France on February 6, 1778. Reports of these develop- 
ments had reached Edenton earlier in the month, according to Juan de 
Miralles, agent and unofficial representative of Spain, who was spending 
several days in the North Carolina port town before continuing on his journey 
northward to meet with members of the Continental Congress. The Spaniard 
attended a public celebration of the alliance in which his own monarch, 
Charles III, occupied seventh place in the order of toasts, just after Louis 
XVI of France. Miralles to Don Diego de Navarro, captain-general of Cuba, 
May 16, 1778, Papeles de Cuba, Leg. 1281, no. 7, Indiferenta General, Archivo 
General de Indias, Sevilla (Library of Congress transcripts). 

2 The land was apparently part of Hannah Johnston's inheritance from 
either her father or her uncle, Gabriel Johnston. JI advertised the land in 
North-Carolina Gazette (New Bern), May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, June 6, 1778: "For 
Sale, at the next Superior court to be held for the district of Newbern, a tract 
of land situated on Trent, in Craven County, known by the name of Tuckahoe 
meadows. For terms apply at the above mentioned time, at Newbern. JAS. 
IREDELL." See also Powell, N.C. Gazetteer, 501. 

:5 McRee, Iredell, I, 392, omits the reference to JI's being "tolerably sober." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 28th, May 1778 

My dear Hannah, 

This is my third letter to you since I came to Newbern. The 
second was wrote two or three nights ago when my head and hand 
were a little giddy, and intended to go by Mr. Nash, who I under- 
stood was to set off early next morning. This letter together with 
one for your Brother is now in his hands. His Journey to Edenton 
depends at present, I believe, on Dr. Savage's1 coming in, and you 
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may probably receive the letter either from one or the other. I do 
not take it back, willing you should be convinced of my kindness 
and attention rather than of my formality. As I have hitherto given 
you an account of myself, I add that since I wrote that I have 
breakfasted with Mrs. Gordon, dined with Mr. Nash, and break- 
fasted with Mr. Ellis, from whose house I have just come. I have 
dined only once at home since I came, and not breakfasted more 
than 2 or 3 times. By the way, I think this breakfasting invitation 
very convenient; it has equal kindness in it, and is less trouble- 
some and expensive. I have not done, nor am likely to do any thing 
about the land. The Governor has relenquished his agreement with 
Heritage, he being discontented with it, but has powers of nego- 
ciation. He proposed buying or selling, which at present was a 
proposal I could do nothing with. And for want of the Governor 
knowing the land, he could not determine whether the part we 
offered to lay off could be properly accepted. So this matter must 
be deferred. The Sale would of course be put off, but I have re- 
ceived, which is much to my surprise, no offers of purchasing 
except from People on the spot, applying for small quantities, and 
from one Man of the name of Brown who lives on a detached 
plantation, which your Brother John said might well be sold 
separately, and if I could do it to advantage, I believe I should 
sell it; but you may be assured I shall be on my guard against my 
total unacquaintance with these things. 

If your Brother does not come to-day I am not to expect him. I 
propose setting off to morrow for Cape Fear, and going immedi- 
ately to Mr. Hooper's, where I hope to spend the greatest part of 
next week. I shall call on the Attorney General and the new Soldier 
on my way, and see what kind of a habitation and Lady he has got. 
My Brother Spencer goes with me. I hope however to drop him 
somewhere on the way before I get to Mr. Hooper's. 

Let me beg, my dear Hannah, you will write to me as I directed. 
I hope to have the pleasure of finding you perfectly well on my 
return. You must neglect no precaution to keep yourself so. You 
need not fear my attention. I shall fly to you with all imaginable 
expedition after Wilmington Court. 

Be pleased to mention me most affectionately to your Sister and 
Nelly etc. etc. forgetting no body I ought to remember either in 
love or compliments, which I authorize you to distribute as you 
please. I feel great pain in keeping my resolution with respect to 
Nelly, but am determined to do it. I hope this will be the last time 
such an one will be necessary. Adieu, My dear Hannah, Heaven 
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bless you! I am ever, Yours most affectionately 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I dined and spent the greatest part of the day yesterday with 
Wilson Blount. I have received great civilities from him and his 
Wife, and am to stay with them when I come here for the future. 
They are soon going to Edenton, and I beg you will remember 
their kindness to me. Adieu! Adieu! J. I. 
29th. May. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 Dr. William Savage, an Edenton merchant, was described by Governor 
Richard Caswell as "a Gentn. of great merit and friend to American freedom." 
He acted as a supplier of clothing and other necessities for North Carolina 
troops. Clark, State Records, XI, 496; XII, 610; XIII, 891-892. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Mason-Borough1 4th. June 1778 

My dear Hannah, 

I have at last the pleasure of writing to you from Mr. Hooper's, 
where I arrived about two o'clock on Tuesday. He was not at home, 
having gone to town that morning about some business. You may 
believe therefore I was a little embarrassed, as I had not the least 
acquaintance with Mrs. Hooper.2 But she received me with such 
real politeness and chearfulness, and in a manner so free from 
unmeaning ceremony and constraint, that my awkwardness soon 
wore off, and I entered into conversation with her with so much 
freedom as if I had been acquainted with her for years. Never was 
there in any Woman more strongly exhibited the little power of 
beauty, [op] posed to the accomplishments of mind and behaviour. 
Her appearance at first sight is very ordinary; though I had been 
prepared for it, I confess it struck me; but I defy any one to be long 
in her Company, and still retain the same impression. Her mind 
appears to be highly cultivated; she has read much; her sentiments 
are just and noble; she speaks with great correctness and ele- 
gance, as well as with care; her conversation is extremely interest- 
ing, and equal to high subjects. Her natural abilities appear to be 
very great; her distinctions are accurate and acute, and her knowl- 
edge of History in particular seems to be very extensive. I am 
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really charmed with her. The idea I had formed of her I find very 
far inferior to her real merit. Mr. Hooper by bad weather and 
business was detained in Town 'till the next morning. But we 
were not at a loss for conversation the whole day, and though I 
was anxiously looking out for him 'till it was too late to expect him 
I spent my time very agreeably. With how much happiness could 
I stay here for some time if you were with me! You would be 
delighted too. They seem so happy in each other and their children; 
their deportm [ent] to me is so obliging and friendly; the situation 
is so agreeable (upon a sound, in sight of the sea) that I should 
want nothing at present to mak[e] me perfectly happy but your 
Company. But alas! we live too far asunder for such happiness. 
The children are very fine ones, though none promi [ses] to be so 
handsome as himself, but they appear to be sensible, are 
extre[mely] well behaved, and his little girl (about Peggy's age) 
I believe will be pretty. I live upon Fish and Crabs &c &c. Jem and 
Andrew provide them for us. Andrew seems to like the business 
very well. I thank God, my health is perfectly good. I have not 
been a moment unwell since I saw you. The Court begins on Mon- 
day. I hear of no business but that of one man being tried for 
murder, but I fear the Court will be detained some days longer 
than I had flattered myself, for the attorney General is too busy 
preparing for the Camp to come here, and I fear we shall be at a 
loss for somebody to prosecute. 

I was much disappointed at not receiving a letter from you by 
the last Post. I waited half a day longer with the hope of doing it. 
You see I have been remarkably punctual; why have not you been 
so? If you knew the extreme happiness a letter from you would 
have given me, I cannot think you would neglect it. You know the 
post day, and might always have one prepared. I flatter myself 
there was no particular reason [....] You need not have been 
apprehensive of the safety of its conveyance. The only cause I can 
prevail on myself to impute it to, is that you were at Dukinfield, 
where you proposed staying some time. But this, though a kind 
of excuse, I will not allow to be a reasonable one, as there are so 
[. ..] to town. 

I cannot tell you particularly when I shall be at home. I can 
only say, that it shall be with as much expedition as possible after 
Wilming[ton Court]. This [place even]3 shall not have charms to 
detain me one day. I am fully determined on the point of my resig- 
nation; this perhaps may (occasion a little delay; for I am not 
absolutely determined whether) I shall not send an express with 
it to the Governor, in order to receive his answer, and return per- 
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fectly at liberty. I have it in contemplation, but demur & little. I 
have almost come to the end of my paper. You will place to my 
credit the several letters I have wrote to you, and though you 
seem very slow in payment, I shall expect it one day or other. 
Adieu! my dear Hannah, Heaven bless you 'till I see you. Love and 
Compliments as proper, and believe me Yours most affectionately 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 Masonboro, a community in New Hanover County on Masonboro Sound, 
which appears on the Collet map. The first houses there were supposedly built 
by members of the Masonic order, hence the name. McRee, Iredell, I, 393 n, 
says that wealthy residents of Wilmington had summer homes there as well 
as in town. See also Powell, N.C. Gazetteer, 315. 

2 Ann Clark Hooper was a sister of Colonel Thomas Clark of Bertie 
County, at this time an officer in the Continental army. 

:i Bracketed portions taken from McRee, Iredell, I, 395. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington 9th. June 1778 

My Dear Hannah, 

I have had the pleasure to receive both yours and your Brother's 
letter by last post, for which I am extremely thankful. It makes me 
very happy to hear you were all well. God grant you may continue 
so. As for myself, nobody has been better. I have spent the most 
delightful days at Mr. Hooper's on the Sound. We came to town 
yesterday, and here I have the pleasure to stay with Mr. G. 
Hooper. I had wrote to you a letter to go by the last post, but was 
unfortunately an hour too late, which I have very much regretted, 
as I know I have deprived you of some satisfaction, and shall sub- 
ject you to a little anxiety. To prove however the innocence of my 
intention, I enclose you the letter I had wrote, and have only to add 
to it that my opinion of Mrs. Hooper has been continually increas- 
ing ever since and that I ask your pardon for so abruptly censoring 
a fault you had not committed. Mrs. G. Hooper is extremely 
genteel, has one of the finest persons I ever saw, and seems a most 
amiable Woman. I am uncertain when I can leave this place. A 
little more business offers than I expected. I cannot sanguinely 
expect to see 'till Sunday the 21st when, please God, I flatter 
myself I shall do it if my horses do not give me another slip, or 
some unexpected cause of detention arises. You may be assured, I 
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shall make all possible expedition. I strongly incline, for the reason 
I suggest, to send an Express to the Governor though it will 
detain me two days longer, but it may make a considerable differ- 
ence in point of money; an object of too much consequence to me 
at present to be neglected. 

I must break off at present but will add a line or two before I 
conclude. 
10th June 

I have only time to add that I am to day, as I was yesterday, per- 
fectly well, but a little uneasy at disagreeable delays we are obliged 
to suffer. The want of an Attorney to prosecute is the principal 
difficulty. I flatter myself we shall find some expedient to day. I 
am afraid to keep my letter open for the Post, lest by being engaged 
in business at the time of its arrival I should lose another oppor- 
tunity, which would [. . .] of no excuse. I shall endeavour to write 
a line or two to your Brother. He has obliged me highly by the 
favor of his letter. If I should not have it in my power be pleased 
to excuse me to him, assure him of my best thanks, and that I 
should have been particularly careful to write to him, if I had any 
thing to communicate of the least Importance, which I really have 
not. Pray present my affectionate respect to his and Mrs. Dawson's 
Families, my love to your Sister and Nelly and Peggy (the Boys 
I suppose are gone) and Compliments as they are proper to all my 
other Friends. Adieu! My dearest Hannah. Assure yourself I am 
always Your most sincerely and anxiously affectionate 

Jas. Iredell 

P.S. I opened the enclosed letter when I did not think of sending 
it to you. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

James Iredell to Richard Caswell 

Wilmington 13th. June 1778 

Sir, 

I beg leave to acquaint your Excellency, that previous to my 
appointment, to the honourable station which I at present hold, 
as one of the Judges of the Superior Courts, I was applied to by 
some of my particular Friends to know if the appointment would 
be agreeable to me. I returned for answer, that I was extremely 
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sensible of the great honour done me by such a, proposal, but that 
it was an Office I knew myself to be very unequal to, and therefore, 
though no Man was more warmly attached to the American Cause 
than myself, or more ardently wished for an opportunity of taking 
a conspicuous part in its support, I was under a necessity of 
declining this occasion of doing so, from motives of regard as well 
to the public welfare as my own personal reputation. The Assembly 
nevertheless, Sir, were pleased to honour me with the appointment, 
and my Friends gave reasons for this acquiesence in it of so 
flattering and obliging a nature, that my gratitude for their dis- 
tinction and kindness can never cease but with my life. I was given 
to understand that my acceptance of it would not be considered 
as a matter of duty; that I was supposed to be perfectly at liberty 
to act as I pleased, and either accede to the wishes that were kindly 
entertained of my acceptance of it, or adhere to a refusal which 
had every air of sincerity, though it was hoped I might persuade 
myself to relinquish it. These obliging Circumstances, Sir, which 
appeared calculated to remove all difficulties, did in fact increase 
them. This was the first occasion of my being drawn into public 
notice, and the beginning of our unhappy Contest. I had lived 
during the course of it in an obscure and private station. The 
ardour of my attachment to the general principles upon which 
America had acted was known only to myself and a few of my 
Friends. I had not had an opportunity (though I had long wished 
it) of affording some public and unequivocal proof of my zeal for 
its Interests. Under these Circumstances to be so immediately 
honoured with such a distinction, conferred in so generous a 
manner, was what I could not think of but with the deepest grati- 
tude, and most profound respect. I felt a desire to express such 
sentiments in a manner in some degree adequate to the great cause 
of them. This I could do no other way than by a temporary accep- 
tance of the important office to which I had been appointed. Our 
situation was then so critical that I thought it every Man's duty 
to be forward in testifying his attachment to the new Government. 
I could not therefore, without the greatest pain, have an idea a 
premptory refusal, which, in my circumstances, might have been 
imported to motives that my heart abhorred. There was no prob- 
ability on the first Circuit of business of great consequences 
coming under our deliberation, so that I flattered myself the Public 
would not be injuriously affected by an inability which I felt, and 
still do feel too forcibly. I had indeed some doubts of the propriety 
of my accepting an office, under any circumstances, for which I 
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thought myself not qualified. Whether I have erred or not, my 
Conduct has however been influenced by the Considerations I 
have taken the liberty to mention. In going thus far, I have in- 
curred the hasard of some disgrace. In going farther (if I can 
possibly avoid it) I should consider myself criminal. 

I am therefore, Sir, to request the favour of your Excellency, 
that you will be pleased to accept my resignation of my Office of 
one of the Judges of the Superior Courts, and take the proper steps 
for appointing me a Successor. It was my wish to have resigned 
in time for the Assembly at their last Session to have made a 
permanent appointment, but I could not do it without an indecent 
desertion (as it appeared to me) of the business of the Courts. I 
hope your Excellency will be so obliging as to lay before that 
honorable Body at their next meeting the motives which have 
induced me to offer this resignation, assuring them in the most 
respectful manner of the great gratitude I shall ever entertain 
for the unexpected and distinguished honour shown me in my 
appointment to the office, and that though it is my desire, for the 
reasons I have stated to your Excellency, to return to a private 
station, yet I shall ever exert myself, to the utmost of my power, in 
support of those principles of liberty which have long [actuated?], 
and are so essential to the welfare of this Country.1 I have the 
honour to be, with great respect, Sir, Your Excellency's most 
humble and most obedient Servant. 

Ja. Iredell 

RC  (Gratz Collection,  HSP).  Endorsed  "James  Iredell  Esqr.  Wilmington 
13 June 1778." 

1 For an analysis of JI's reasons for resigning, see "Making of a Revolution- 
ary," Volume I. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 16 June 1778 

I arrived in town yesterday evening, and very contrary to my 
expectation just now heard that Mr. and Mrs. Blount were not 
gone, as they had intended to do so 10 days ago. I flew to his house 
immediately, found them on the point of starting, and scribble 
this at his table. I thank God I am perfectly well, and shall set 
off from here the very moment an express I sent to the Governor 
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from New River returns.1 My journey from Cape Fear, I assure 
you, has been very expeditious, and measured by my affection. I 
had the happiness to meet Mr. Booth and your letter immediately 
on my arrival in town.2 He had arrived but the moment before. 
You don't do right in chiding me about writing. I neglected no 
[private] opportunities I knew of, and except the unintentional 
ommission from Cape Fear, never neglected the pen. God grant I 
may meet you in perfect health. Adieu till that blissful moment. 
Love and compliments etc. [conclude] me Ever most affection- 
ately yours, 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton. By favor of 
Mr. Blount." 

1 JI writes of his letter of resignation, addressed to Caswell, June 13, 1778, 
above. 

2 Not found. JI had concluded his full circuit as a state judge. 

Abner Nash to James Iredell 

Newbern June 16th. 1778 

Dear Sir 

Your desire was that the inclosed Letters should not be sent on 
to Edenton unless a good opportunity by a private hand offered, 
and Sir having had no such opportunity I now inclose them to you 
by Doctor Savage and hope they will find you something recovered 
from the fatigues of yr. late Circuit. I assure you Sir what you 
communicated to me last Evening on the Road gave and still gives 
me uneasiness. I feel much for the Honour of the Bench. At the 
same time I must own that the duty of your Late office was of such 
imense unreasonable fatigue and drew you necessarily so much 
from the comforts of domestic Life that tis by no means to be 
wondered at that you took the step you did. I certainly would in 
your case have done the same, and yet I can not at the same time 
help lamenting the loss this country has thereby sustained. This 
Sir I beg you will not consider as words of flatery—flatery is a 
vice I despise and what I say and think you may be assured is on 
this ocasion the General Voice and sentimt. of the Country. Mrs. 
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Nash1 joins in kindest respects to yr. Good Lady. I am Dr. Sir 
most Sincerely Yr. Affectionate Humbl. Servt. 

A Nash 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "James Iredell Esquire Edenton by 
fav. Doctor Savage." 

1 About 1774 Nash took as his second wife Mary Jones, supposedly a native 
of Connecticut and the daughter of Colonel Frederick Jones of Chowan County. 
Of more interest is the first Mrs. Nash, whose maiden name was Justina 
Davis, the daughter of a wealthy Cape Fear planter. While still a young girl 
she was apparently pressured into marrying the aging Governor Arthur 
Dobbs, who soon afterward suffered a stroke and lingered on until 1765. She 
died within a few years after her marriage to Nash. Ashe, Biographical 
History, I, 403-404; DAB, XIII, 383-384. The editor is indebted to Mr. 
Rudolph Prinz of Durham for information on the second Mrs. Nash. 

Richard Caswell to James Iredell 

Kingston 16th. June 1778 

Sir 

Your favor of Yesterday was delivered me this day, when I 
imediately laid the same before the Council, who with reluctance 
have advised my Acceptance of your Resignation of the office of 
one of the Judges of the Superior Courts which I also do with as 
much reluctance as you can well conceive, well knowing your place 
cannot be Supplied by a Gentleman of equal Abilities and Inclina- 
tions to Serve the State in the Important Duties of that Office.11 
am with very great esteem and respec[t] Dr. Sir, Your Most 
Odedt. Serv[t.] 

R Caswell 

RC  (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "The Honble. James  Iredell  Esqr. 
New Bern." 

1 However, there was a long delay in selecting JFs replacement. Clark, State 
Records, XII, 783,821,841. 

The State v. Bonner 

Chowan County 
[June, 1778] 

At a County and Sessions of the Peace begun and held for the 
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said County at the Court House in on the fourth Monday in June 
in the year of our Lord one thousand Seven hundred and Seventy 
eight before the Worshipful Luke Sumner, Thomas Benbury and 
Thomas Hunter, Esquires, Justices of the Court and others of their 
Fellow Justices. 

The Jurors for the State of North Carolina upon their Oath 
present that John Bonner of Chowan County aforesaid Mariner 
on the tenth day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy eight in the County of with Force and 
Arms and so forth in and upon one Nehemiah Bateman in the 
Peace of God and the said State then and there being did make an 
Assault, and the said Nehemiah Bateman then and there did beat, 
wound and evily treat, so that his life was dispaired of, and other 
Wrongs to the said Nehemiah Bateman then and there did to the 
Great Damage of the said Nehemiah and against the Peace and 
Dignity of the said State. 

Jas Iredell 
Attorney for the State 

MS (Chowan Criminal Action Papers, A&H). Presentment to grand jury in 
JTs hand. Apparently before any action was taken Bonner confessed and 
received a fine. Chowan State Dockets, 1774-1780, A&H. 

Editorial Note: The significance of this document and the following one is 
that JI, after a long and arduous circuit of the superior court districts, was 
back at work, this time as state's attorney for Chowan County, a post he had 
continued to hold—or so it would seem—while he was a state judge. More- 
over, within a week or so of his official duties in the Chowan court, he was 
away again, once more plying his craft at the various county courts in his 
part of the state. See JI to Hannah Iredell, July 2, 1778, below. 

The State v. Gibbon 

State of North Carolina 
Chowan County 
[June, 1778] 

At a County Court and Sessions of the Peace begun and held for 
the said County of Chowan at the Court House in Edenton on the 
fourth Monday in June in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy eight (being the twenty second day of the 
same month) before the Worshipful Luke Sumner, Thomas Ben- 
bury and Thomas Hunter Esquires Justices of the said County 
and others of their Fellow Justices. 

The Jurors for the said State upon their oath present, that 
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William Gibbon late of Chowan County aforesaid Mariner, on the 
sixteenth day of June Instant in the Year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy eight, in the County aforesaid, with 
force of arms in and upon one John Smith in the peace of God and 
the said State then and there being did make an Assault, and him 
the said John Smith then and there did beat, wound and ill wear, 
and other wrongs to the said John Smith then and there did, to the 
great damage of the said John Smith, and against the Peace and 
Dignity of the said State. 

Ja. Iredell 
Attorney for the State 

MS (Chowan Criminal Action Papers, A&H). Grand jury presentment in 
JI's hand. Accompanied by the testimony of two witnesses, it was "Sworn 
and Sent." Grand jury returned "A True Bill Gilbert Leigh Foreman." But the 
accused was "not found by the Grand Jury." The outcome of the case is un- 
known. Chowan State Dockets, 1774-1780, A&H. 

James Iredell to Richard Caswell 

Edenton 25th June 1778 

Sir 

I had the honor of receiving your Excellency's letter of the 
10th Inst.1 and am exceedingly obliged to your Excellency and the 
Council for the very polite manner in which my resignation has 
been accepted. The favorable sentiments of me Sir, which your Ex- 
cellency has been pleased, with so much kindness to express, I 
cannot but regard with obligation and pleasure, though a more 
intimate knowledge of my own qualifications than it is possible 
for any other person to have will not suffer me to doubt that I 
consulted my principles of duty and honor in relinquishing so 
awful2 an appointment. I shall ever embrace with pleasure any 
opportunity of serving my Country where it is practicable with 
reputation, and shall feel a particular satisfaction in every occa- 
sion to express the great respect with which I have the honor to 
be Sir, your Excellency's mo. humble and mo. ob. servt. 

Jas. Iredell 

P.S.    I now think it my duty to send your Excellency my Com- 
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mission, which I accordingly take the liberty to enclose. J.I. 

Tr (Caswell Executive Letter Books, A&H). 

1 Caswell's letter to JI was instead dated June 16, 1778. The error was com- 
mitted by the letter book copyist. 

2 The world "awful" here used as mean, difficult, or demanding. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Currituck, 2d July, 1778. 

My Dear Hannah 

Mr. La Tour being obliged to go to Edenton about the trouble- 
some business we have to do here, puts it in my power to give you 
some account of myself and your brother, and I beg you will not 
neglect to write by him. When it will be over I can't possibly say. I 
am in hopes, however, it will be on Tuesday or Wednesday. I have 
a hard fight before me, but have been prepared for it by two or 
three little skirmishes. I am in hopes not to be totally unsuccessful, 
though possibly I may not be so much as I expected. Your brother 
has been very well since we had time to rest here. We had a most 
cursed night at Relfe's; devoured by insects all night; not a wink 
of sleep, and scarcely alive in the morning. A few mosquitoes tor- 
ment us still, but the salt air is lively and agreeable, and makes 
us bear it with more patience. After to-day we shall rest till Mon- 
day. Then and the next day the battle is to be fought.1 There are 
great odds against me, but I think I have justice to aid me. We 
shall have nothing to do in the mean time but to divert ourselves. 
I wish you were here to bear a share in it. We have seen no fish yet, 
and but very few crabs, but I hope we shall have plenty of both 
before we return. Adieu! my dear Hannah. Be assured that I 
shall hasten home the first moment possible, with all the anxiety 
that on such an occasion always attends. Yours most truly affec- 
tionate, 

Jas. Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 397-398). 

1 The surviving Currituck County records contain no clue to the case in 
question. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Col. Jarvis's14 July 1778 

My dear Hannah 

I have it just in my power to write you a flying line by a water 
opportunity. Your Brother and I are here perfectly well. We were 
in hopes to have gone to the Lee this morning, which is in sight of 
us, but bad Weather prevents it. We came here by water, and shall 
probably return so. The time tomorrow or Monday. We are both 
heartily sick of our absence from home, yet cannot positively name 
a day for our return. It will certainly be as soon as possible, but 
Circumstances make it very uncertain. I have been obliged to write 
in too great a hurry both these times to write to Nelly, as I would 
have done it with pleasure. You will give my love to her and the 
rest. Adieu! take good care of yourself, and believe me ever Yours 
most affectionately 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 Colonel Samuel Jarvis, a leading political figure of Currituck County, 
served in the colonial lower house of assembly and in the provincial con- 
gresses and later was commissioner of the Port of Currituck, to say nothing 
of an active military career in the Revolutionary War. See Saunders, Colonial 
Records, particularly Volumes VIII-X, and Clark, State Records, Volumes 
XII-XV. 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Finian July 15. 1778 

My dear Iredell 

Thank you for your kind favour from Edenton and congratulate 
you upon being again restored to the arms of your friends. No 
man ever descended from dignity with so much ease to himself; 
were it not that you have too great a share of virtue and wisdom 
you would make a tolerable figure in bearing all the vicissitudes 
of dignity and annihilation which mark the life of a courtier. How 
do you brook "May it please your Worships" after having been 
exalted with "May it please his Honor, Judge Iredell." Surely 
you feel very awkwardly. 

I thank you for the information of publick matters which your 
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Letter so pleasingly afforded me. The Character of Lord Abingdon 
is a Singular one. Such boldness and unaffected Patriotism op- 
posed to the Court; to the source from which with his talents to 
Serve it he might always command preferment and honours are 
truly extraordinary. I cannot believe him insincere, or that he is 
for sale, the breach he has made is so wide, that the Court, base as 
it is, cannot condescend to hold an office forth to him, if they did 
he has put it out of his own power to accept it. I am anxious to 
know the progress of Genl. Howe's Army. I think their crossing 
into the Jersies is a manoeuver to bring on an engagement to our 
disadvantage or to divide G. Washg. army that they may oppose 
effectually that division which is not under his own immediate 
command, for believe me I always fear when that Man does not 
personally command. 

Since you left us, I have been somewhat indisposed. I owe my 
Illness, I believe, to want of exercise, an Inconvenience which the 
extreme heat of the weather has subjected me to. 

Our Neighbour Derossett, the old Lady whom you saw here,1 

soon after you left us was Seized with the Malignant fever which 
prevailed here and in 5 days paid her debt to nature. Old Mr 
Quince from the same cause but with shorter warning soon fol- 
lowed. Some others, blacks and whites, have been seized Since, 
but of the latter I hear of no deaths. It is a most alarming Illness. 

The Governour I find has called the Assembly at Hillsboro on 
the third day of August. I am at a loss for the special occasion 
which prompted him to the measure, but I am well convinced that 
it affords an Opportunity from which this state may profit greatly, 
if it should be steadily improved to the purposes which you and I 
have in contemplation and which furnished us an hour's Chat at 
my house. But I despair, that rage of Locomotion which seizes 
every Assembly of this state, increased at this period, by the busy 
crop season will mar every good intention and every attempt to 
carry it into execution. I shall attend, if God gives me health and 
Strength and then I flatter myself I shall meet Mr Hewes who in 
his Journey to Pennsy will probably take that in his way, as the 
route thru the back Country will most conduce to repair his shat- 
tered constitution. Thanks to Heaven that he is better; I foresaw 
this, such intense application to business, in such a Country as 
this must gradually impair a more vigerous frame than Provi- 
dence has allotted to his share. 

I am pleased to find that Mr Johnstons Family are all well. Oh 
that Heaven had cast the common Lot of three or four Families 



42 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

with mine in the back Country, or somewhere where health is not 
so dreadfully capricious as it is along the Sea coast. In fact, the 
Scripture expression was never more truly verified than in this 
part of Carolina in the Summer and fall. We literally die daily. 
Bute is indeed my Object for I think that a few of you from the 
Edenton Quarter must quit your penchant to that everlasting lake 
of St [a] nding water which surrounds you, and find some Country 
which Providence intended for the habitation of man. And if we 
do not fly from this very soon, we shall find a habitation too 
permanent to be changed in this world, especially if this fever 
persists in his ravages. Bute, Bute is the word. Come along. 

You flatter us exceedingly by the very strong terms in which 
you speak of the hospitality you met with at the Sound. We can 
only regret that it was not equal to our wishes, an occasional 
habitation, devoid of every improvement, but such as bare con- 
venience requires could not furnish a reception to Mr Iredell which 
did not call for all his politeness to excuse. S[uch] as it was, it 
was the offering of those who will be highly happy if Mr Iredell 
or his friends will condescend to repeat the experiment of it. 

My little Betsy thanks you for your letter.2 She is, poor girl! a 
little indisposed at present or would have answered it by this 
Oppty. I write under the influence of a fever at present and must 
therefore conclude least I should carry further proof of my dis- 
order to paper or leave no room to say what I sincerely wish. My 
kind Compliments to Mrs Iredell, Mrs Blair, Miss Nelly and all 
Mr Johnstons Family and Mr Hewes. Mrs Hooper begs to be re- 
membered to you and her, and I am Dear Iredell With great regard 
Your Affectionate Friend 

Wm Hooper 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Mrs. DeRosset cannot be positively identified. She may have been the wife 
of Armand DeRosset, who settled in the Cape Fear area in the 1730s and 
was the first physician to reside there permanently, or possibly the wife of 
Moses John DeRosset, the mayor of Wilmington. In any case, the DeRossets 
were one of the first families of the region. Lewis DeRosset served on the 
royal council, 1754-1775, and was influential in London in matters involving 
compensation for deposed loyalists in the Revolution. Price, " 'Men of Good 
Estates,' " 79, 80 n8; DeMond, Loyalists in N.C., 56-57, 204. 

2 Not found. 
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Pucheu to James Iredell 

Saint ander1 10 Aoust 1778. 

Monsieur 

Faute d'etre dans lieux ou il y eut des occasions pour votre 
Continent, je n'ai pas pu me rappeller plutot a votre souvenir, 
et a Celuy des Respectables personnes qui Composent votre 
famille; Je proffitte done avec plaisir de Celle que m'offre le 
Capne Mr. Dargaingnaratz porteur de la presente, pour le faire, 
et vous renouveller mes Sinceres remerciments pour toutes les 
politesses que j'ai recu de vous pendant mon Sejour a Edenton 
ainsi que de vos Dames dans lesquelles je Comprends Mistriss et 
Mis Blair. Je vous Repete Monsieur, que je n'y serois jamais 
insensible et que mon plus grand desir seroit de vous le prouver. 
Je serois bien flatte que l'occasion s'en presente. 

Mon voyage dans votre pais s'est termine asses malheureusemt 
et par un nauffrage que nous avons ete forces d'essuyer pour 
evitter d'etre pris par un Corsaire gerneray aux atterages 
d'Espagne, Ce qui nous a fait Courir des tres grands Risques pour 
nos Vies, le Navire ayant ete Submerge sur une Barre que nous ne 
pumes passer par le manque d'Eau. On n'a pu sauver ce qui s'y 
trouvoit que dans le plus mauvais etat. Heureusement que les 
lettres dont vous m'avies Charge ne s'en sont ressenties que tres 
peu par les precautions que j'avois pris; mon premier soin a ete 
de les faire passer a mon frere a Bayonne, qui sur la recommanda- 
tion que je luy en fis, n'a pas manque de leur donner course par 
differentes occasions cbmme vous m'en priattes. J'espere qu'elles 
seront parvenues a leur adresse, and que vous en seres peut-etre 
deja informe.2 

Je Remets au Capne porteur de la presente un pacqu[et?] des 
Gazettes d'Hollande a votre adresse, elles traittent particuliere- 
ment des Revolutions3 que Cause en France et en Angletterre 
notre traitte d'alliance avec vos treize provinces; Je souhaitte 
qu'elles puissent vous amuser. Tout ce qui me fache e'est de n'avoir 
pas dans ce moment quelque chose de plus Curieux a vous envoyer. 
J'espere etre plus heureux etant a Bordeaux pour ou je compte 
partir demain. Desque j'y serai', je Continuerai" de prendre la 
liberte de vous ecrire. En attendant je vous prie de m'accorder 
toujours votre estime. Je la merite peut etre par ma facon de 
penser a votre egard. 

Je vous prie d'assurer Mistriss d'Iredell, et Mistriss et Mis 
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Blair d'un meme respect de ma part. Mes tres humbes Civilites 
aussi s'il vous plait aux families de Mr. de Johnston, et Mistriss 
Dawson. J'ai l'honneur d'etre bien sincerement Monsieur Votre 
tres humbl et tres obei'ssant servn. 

Saint ander le Pucheu 
jeune 

Si vous daignie m'honorer de vos 
nouvelles, vous voudres bien m'adresser 
vos lettres chez mon Pere a Bayonne; 
Veuilles dire a Mr. Cabarrus que je luy ecris par la 
meme occasion. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). "2 me," Pucheu's notation atop the first page, 
meant a second copy. 

1 A small Basque port on the north coast of Spain into which Pucheu and 
the crew of his ship were probably driven by the corsair mentioned below. 

2 JI's letters have not been identified or found. 
3 The use of the word "revolution" is of interest, for it is an example of the 

fact that the word still conveyed an innocent meaning in France, a multi- 
syllabic synonym for "change." 

Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Dukinfield 30th Augt 1778 

Dear Sir 

My Sister is so lazy that I [really?] you must for the future be 
my correspondent when I am from home. I certainly should 
always write to you if I could do it with as much as I can < write > 
to her. I was made happy by those letters which I sent over yester- 
day from the Boy tho' I do not see that Billy or Sammy either im- 
prove in their writing. I am afraid it is too much neglected for 
other things which will not be of so much service to them. I inclose 
to day their letters to their Sister which I forgot yesterday. The 
Boat is just going into the Creek and people setting off to go over 
in her so that I have only time to tell you we are all well and hope 
to be at home on Wednesday or Thursday at farthest. I do not 
know if Mrs Pearson will go over with us. She seems almost to 
have given it out. Her Negroes are all sick. I shall be happy to 
hear by the return of the Canoe that you and all other friends in 
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town are well. All here join me in love and Compliments. I am 
Dear Sir Your Afft. Sister 

J. Blair 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "To Mr. Iredell." Endorsed "Pem- 
broke 30 Aug. 1778 Mrs. Blair." 

To the Commissioners of the King of Great Britain 
for restoring Peace, &c. 

[ca. September, 1778?] 

Gentlemen: You are continually boasting to us of the dignity 
and generosity of your nation, and the meanness and insincerity 
of the French, without appearing to attend to the following facts, 
which I hope you will animadvert upon in your next publication: 

That the power claimed by Great Britain, and for years exer- 
cised and attempted to be carried into execution with all her might, 
was an unlimited authority over this country, to have no bounds 
but the moderation she pleased to prescribe. 

That in forming and executing this plan, she trampled on and 
treated with contempt the charters under the faith of which this 
country was settled, and the almost continual and successful 
usage for more than a century of a mild and free government, 
which made us prosperous and happy. 

That this prosperity and happiness, with which we are so often 
twitted (if I may make use of the expression) was broke in upon 
by Great Britain's cursed spirit of innovation, and not by any 
discontent or ill conduct of us, unless it was ill conduct to say 
(and to act upon that principle), "We disdain to be less free than 
our forefathers, and to become the despicable slaves of our fellow- 
subjects." 

That with a tameness almost unexampled, and which sub- 
sequent events have shown arose from nothing but an extreme 
affection for the Mother Country, and an unwillingness to enter 
into a contest with her, we confined ourselves for a long time 
only to the most respectful petitions and remonstrances, which 
were rejected with a degree of haughtiness and insult, that would 
deserve, if those only could suffer who were the authors of it, the 
severest ignominy it is possible to sustain. 
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That the only remission, even in show, of all these arrogant 
pretensions, was the ridiculous scheme of Lord North, by which, 
if the Americans would collect all the money Parliament pleased 
to require, they were graciously to be allowed the privilege of 
raising it in their own way, and to have nominally the surplus 
of all the extravagant expenses that might be incurred under the 
auspices of a venal Parliament, applied to their own account. 

That in the mean time every other plan of accommodation was 
rejected, particularly one presented by the great Earl of Chatham, 
which, though not fully equal to all our views, yet came so near 
them, that if it had taken place it would have bid fair to have 
promoted, at no great distance of time, a happy and solid ground 
of union. 

That in the spirit of absolute conquest, and unrestrained 
tyranny, this war has been conducted on the part of Great Britain, 
with the utmost exertion of her own fleets and armies, the hire 
of mercenary forces, the employment of savages, the excitation 
and encouragement of an insurrection of our negroes, those very 
negroes the government of Great Britain refused the colony of 
Virginia the liberty of prohibiting, when they wanted to put a 
stop to an inhuman traffic Great Britain found a profit in. 

That, contrary to the general character of the English, and the 
practice of all civilized nations, this war in many places has been 
carried on with a degree of cruelty that would make savages blush, 
and with a meanness and insolence in some of the commanders 
that will damn their names to everlasting infamy. 

That America avoided, till the very last moment, a Declaration 
of Independence—the whole continent, almost to a man, dreading 
it as an unhappy evil, which the necessity of their affairs compelled 
them to submit to, as a nominal dependence any longer would only 
serve to endanger their union, to hazard the peace of the com- 
munity, to weaken their military preparations, and to make their 
enemies think, that they preferred the most ignominious depend- 
ence on them, to a dangerous and honorable independence. 

That since this declaration (until the famous commission by 
which you are constituted), no plans have been offered of any 
accommodation, but the pocket instructions of Lord and General 
Howe; which, if pursuant to the act of Parliament, must have 
been of a most trifling kind, and were absurdly to be addressed 
to non-existent Assemblies, or to individuals that would be mean 
enough to betray the general interests of their country. 

That as to your instructions, about which so much parade is 
made, one thing is very clear. The treaties are dated the 11th of 
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February. Lord North's motion was made on the 17th. With 
respect to the secret negotiations, we are yet in the dark, nor do 
believe you are fully informed. Lord North might talk in general, 
even before the holidays, of a conciliation with America, but I dare 
answer for it, he did not disclose the purpose of any so full as he 
afterwards offered, because it would have offended the pride of 
some of his warmest adherents, and he had no occasion to incur 
the odium, till he wanted the vote. From his former plans, and his 
despicable trifling conduct, it was more natural to think that he 
meant to raise fallacious hopes in the nation, without intending 
any solid reformation. And I believe it is certain, that until the 
17th of February none but his confidential friends had the least 
suspicion that the man who was determined to have us at his feet, 
would ever be so humbly at ours. For what is the confession now? 
Either that an unjust war has been waged upon us for several 
years, or that our natural strength was too great to be subdued: 
or, that the powerful assistance of France made Great Britain 
tremble. Choose the alternative: for one it must be, otherwise no 
reason can be given why we had not long ago granted to us all we 
desired, which (before the Declaration of Independence) was much 
less than is now offered. It is, indeed, very farcical, that after you 
have been trying by force of arms, for several years, to make an 
absolute conquest of us—after you have repeatedly refused any 
terms of submission—after you have driven us (to what we most 
abhorred, except your tyranny) to declare ourselves entirely 
independent of you—after we have been obliged to seek for foreign 
succors which we have obtained upon the most honorable and 
noble footing—and you now find the whole efforts of your malice 
have been too weak for our destruction—it is, I say, very farcical 
that after all this, you should expect, because it is now your 
interest to be quiet, that we should behave so villainously as to 
violate the faith of a most liberal treaty, to become tools to your 
repentance. You, no doubt, have your reasons for your resentment 
against the French; we have none. Their not interfering in a more 
effectual manner before, may have been owing to the state of weak- 
ness to which Britain and America in the last war reduced them, 
and which required a long time, and great efforts to recruit. Their 
interfering in so noble a manner now, gives them credit for the 
best intentions; for I am persuaded, notwithstanding your high 
opinion of your nation^ less generous terms would have been 
accepted, rather than the least hazard incurred of any future 
dependence upon you. And, for my part, though no man in 
America hated the very idea of Independence more than myself, 
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till it appeared to be inevitable, yet the moment it was adopted, 
I thought all dangers ought to be incurred in its support, and the 
most brilliant offers, if this was not conceded to us, rejected with- 
out hesitation. For it is a maxim, I believe, in general very just, 
that when subjects have once drawn their sword against their 
Sovereign, it ought never to be sheathed.1 There scarcely ever 
can be a cordial reconciliation afterwards, and it is more than 
probable, the temporary calm will serve only to lead them into 
more fatal dangers. This appeared very evidently in England, 
after the Restoration, for had Charles II. been a man of enterprise 
and ambition, he too surely could have effected (without leaving 
the task to his brother) the destruction of his kingdom. 

I shall trouble you no more, gentlemen, than to lament, as a 
lover of virtue, the fall of such reputation as Mr. Johnstone's, by 
a conduct, which perhaps his master may approve, but which, 
I thank God, this rising and yet uncorrupted country holds in the 
highest detestation.2 

A Man Who Despises Your Pardons 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 401-404). For an estimate of when this undated 
essay was written, see note 2, below. 

Editorial Note: JI was one of several North Carolinians who wrote in 
criticism of Britain's so-called Carlisle Commission, sent belatedly to 
America after the conclusion of the patriots' treaties with France in February, 
1778. As JI indicates, the ministry and Parliament offered too little too late. 
In substance, Britain promised a repeal of all obnoxious legislation since 
1763 and a renunciation of the right to tax America. JI also reviews briefly 
the other fumbling, half-hearted conciliatory schemes of the mother country 
since the beginning of the war. Possibly JI's piece appeared in a now-missing 
issue of the North-Carolina Gazette (New Bern). In any event, other writings 
on the same subject were published in the issues of September 11, November 
20,1778. 

1 JI is not correct; for more than a year after Lexington and Concord he 
had continued to hope for a reconciliation. 

2 George Johnstone (1730-1787), a member of Parliament, naval officer, 
and former governor of West Florida, was a member of the Carlisle Com- 
mission. DNB, X, 463-465. JI was referring to the celebrated case of 
Johnstone's offering a bribe to Congressman Joseph Reed of Pennsylvania 
in return for the latter's efforts to promote a reunion of England and America. 
Congress passed a resolution condemning Johnstone for his attempt on 
August 11, 1778. Therefore, in all likelihood JI's literary undertaking could 
not have been written before late August or more probably early September, 
1778. 
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Henry E. McCulloh to James Iredell 

New-York, 7th. October 1778 

Dear Sir 

I wrote you the 3d. of March.1 It is now upwards of a Year since 
I have heard from you. 

I came out here, in company with Mr. Burgwin, (who will 
deliver, or forward you this,) in hopes of proceeding on to North 
Carolina. I am prevented in these Intentions, at present; but can 
[. . .] assure you, and my other friends, that my constant wish 
and meaning is to return and settle in North Carolina, as soon 
as I am enabled so to do. The Uncertainty I am under, as to my 
Father's life, and the Information I have received, that your late 
law relative to Absentees, will be at least extended to April, have 
concluded me to remain for the present, wishing anxiously, to 
hear from you, and trusting in God, we may meet, ere long. 

I pray you to assure every body from me, that as far as my 
humble Abilities extend, in every Character, public and private, 
I have always earnestly and Affectionately wished and en- 
deavoured to promote the happiness and prosperity of North 
Carolina; and to merit the kind opinion of every body in it, and 
that I will persevere in these Sentiments. 

I beg leave to observe, with all possible Deference and Respect, 
that I believe an Accidental and Unoffending Resident out of 
any State, or Kingdom, has never yet been, by any State or King- 
dom, made Cause for the Forfeiture of property. And altho' the 
general Words of your Act passed in last December might seem 
to include me, yet I can scarce apprehend that a Man in my 
Situation, residing with his Father, and his friends, where he 
always had done, and long before the commencement of the present 
war, could be an object in the View of the General Assembly at 
the time of the passing that Act. 

And I most earnestly intreat you, that you will make the proper 
and most respectful Applications on my behalf, and state that I 
throw myself upon the Justice and Goodness of the General 
Assembly for Relief—with the strongest hopes that such an 
Alteration will take place in the said Act, as to take me and 
others under the Circumstance of Accidental and  Unoffending 
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Absence out of the Operation of said Act: and that in [that] event, 
no disposal of my Property may take place. 

I think I may depend on your Affection, and on your acting for 
me in this business; and I intreat you to procure me the Co- 
operating kindness and Assistance of your and my friends, to 
whom I beg you to remember me in the most acceptable manner 
and to whom I do not write, as letters in these times are open to 
all Eyes, and can only convey those expressions of Kindness I 
beg you to make for me! 

I rest myself on your exertions and friendship; and desire you 
to be assured that I am unalterably, Dear Sir Your Affectionate 
Relation and faithful Friend 

Henry E. McCulloh 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

Not found. 

Granbery v. Carrington 

State of North Carolina 
Edenton District 
November Term 17781 

James Carrington late of the County of Orange in the said State 
Planter was attached to answer to Josiah Granbery in a plea of 
Trespass on the case, and so forth; and thereupon the same Josiah 
by James Iredell his Attorney complains, that whereas on the 
eighteenth day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy seven, at Chowan County in the said 
State a certain discourse was had and moved between the same 
James Carrington and Josiah of and concerning the buying and 
selling of hogs, and upon that discourse it was then and there 
between them agreed, that the said James Carrington should sell 
to the said Josiah between Three hundred and Five hundred head 
of hogs, at the rate of Four Pounds ten Shillings Current Money 
of the said State per hundred weight for every hog that weighed 
less than ninety Pounds weight, and Five Pounds like money per 
hundred weight for every hog that weighed ninety pounds weight 
and upwards; and that the said Hogs should be delivered to the 
said Josiah at his house in Chowan County on or before the thirty 
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first day of January—in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy eight, and that the Money so agreed upon 
as the price of the said Hogs should be paid by the said Josiah 
at the delivery of the same; and the said James Carrington the 
same day, year, and place above first mentioned, in consideration 
that the said Josiah had assumed upon himself, and to the said 
James Carrington had then and there faithfully promised, that 
he the same Josiah that agreement in all things to be performed 
well and faithfully would perform on his part assumed upon him- 
self, and to the same Josiah then and there faithfully promised, 
that he the same James Carrington the agreement aforesaid in 
all things on his part to be performed well and faithfully would 
perform. Nevertheless the said James Carrington his promise 
and assumption aforesaid not regarding, but contriving and 
fraudulently intending the same Josiah in this behalf craftily 
and subtilly to deceive and defraud, the said Hogs or any part 
of them (although the said Josiah was always ready upon delivery 
of the same pursuent to the agreement aforesaid, to pay to the 
said James Carrington the Sum agreed upon as aforesaid, to wit 
at the rate of Four Pounds Ten Shillings Current Money per 
hundred weight for every Hog which weighed less than ninety 
Pounds weight, and Five Pounds per hundred weight for every 
hog which weighed ninety pounds weight and upwards) to the 
said Josiah hath not delivered, but the same to deliver to the said 
Josiah altogether hath refused, and yet doth refuse, to the damage 
of the said Josiah one thousand Pounds, and therefore he brings 
Suit and so forth. 

John Doe, Jas Iredell Attorney for 
Pledges of Prosecution ^he Plaintiff. 

Richard Roe2 

MS (Edenton District Superior Court Records, A&H). JI's "Declaration" 
to the court as to the facts in the case. The outcome is not known. 

1 The date was on or about November 1, when the November term began. 
2 John Doe and Richard Roe: "Those persons who became sureties for the 

prosecution of the suit. Their names were anciently appended at the foot of 
the declaration. In time it became purely a formal matter, because the 
plaintiff was no longer liable to be amerced for a false claim, and the 
fictitious persons John Doe and Richard Roe became the universal pledges, 
or they might be omitted altogether. . . ." Black's Law Dictionary (St. Paul, 
Minnesota: West Publishing Co., 1951), 1313. 
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Scarborough v. Rolfe 

State of North Carolina 
Edenton District 
November Term, 17781 

Thomas Rolfe of Pasquotank County in the State aforesaid was 
attached to answer William Scarborough of a plea of Trespass on 
the case and so forth. And whereupon the said William by James 
Iredell his Attorney complains, that whereas on the nineteenth 
day of February in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy seven, at Pasquotank County aforesaid, a 
certain discourse was had and moved between the said Thomas 
and William of and concerning the buying and selling of a Ship 
or Vessel then on the Stocks belonging to the said William, 
and upon that discourse it was then and there between them 
agreed, that the said Thomas should sell to the said William the 
said Ship or Vessel and her Materials, and finish and launch her 
as followeth, to wit, that the said Ship or Vessel should be 
completely finished and launched in ten weeks from the said day, 
should be made a Brigantine, and completely fitted in Carpenters 
and Joiners work, he the said Thomas finding Masts and Yards, 
and every other work required by Carpenters and Joiners; and 
that the said Thomas should likewise deliver to the said William 
all the Sails and Rigging he had then bought for the said Vessel; 
in consideration whereof the said William was to pay to the said 
Thomas Four hundred Pounds current money upon delivery of the 
same Vessel and Materials aforesaid, and four hundred and 
twenty Pounds more current Money or before the first day of 
February then next ensuing; and the said Thomas the same day, 
year, and place first mentioned, in consideration that the said 
William had assumed upon himself, and to the said Thomas had 
then and there faithfully promised, that he the same Thomas 
the agreement aforesaid in all things to be performed on his part 
well and faithfully would perform: 

And whereas also the said Thomas, afterwards, to wit the same 
day, year, and place first mentioned, at Pasquotank County 
aforesaid did promise and agree with the said William, that he 
would sell him a certain other Ship or Vessel he had then on, the 
Stocks, and have her completely furnished and launched in ten 
weeks from the said nineteenth day of February, and have her 
made  a  Brigantine  and  completely fitted  in  Carpenters  and 
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Joiners work he the said Thomas finding Masts and Yards, and 
every other Work required by Carpenters and Joiners; and that 
he would likewise deliver to the said William all the Sails and 
Rigging he had then bought for the said Vessel; in consideration 
that the said William would pay him four hundred Pounds Cur- 
rent Money upon delivery of the same Vessel and Materials, and 
four hundred and twenty Pounds more Current Money on or 
before the first day of February then next ensuing, and whereas 
the said William did assume and faithfully promise and agree 
to and with the said Thomas, that he would well and truly pay the 
two said several Sums of Money at the times and upon the condi- 
tions above expressed;  and whereas also the said William did 
on the 2 day of in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and , after the launching 
of the said Vessel demand the delivery of the same and her 
Materials, and at the same time tender the above Sum of Four 
hundred Pounds to the said Thomas Rolfe: Yet the said Thomas 
his said several promises and assumption aforesaid no ways 
regarding, but continuing and fraudulently intending the said 
William in this behalf to defraud and injure, neither of the said 
Ships or Vessels or their Materials above mentioned hath ever 
yet delivered to the said William pursuant to his promises afore- 
said, although often requested to do the same, and although the 
said William was always ready to perform the several agreements 
aforesaid on his part and to pay the said several Sums of Money 
to the said Thomas pursuant to his assumptions, aforesaid, but 
the same to deliver to the said William altogether hath refused, 
and yet doth refuse, to his damage 

Pounds Current Money, and whereof he brings Suit and so 
forth. 

Jas. Iredell, Attorney for 

the Plaintiff 
John Doe, 

Pledges of Prosecution 
Richard Roe 

MS (Edenton District Superior Court Records, A&H). JTs declaration to 
the court as to the facts in the case. The outcome is not known. 

1 The date was on or about November 1, when the November term began. 
2 JI left this and the other spaces blank. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Mr. Grays, 12 Nov. 1778 

My dear Hannah, 

Your Brother and I shall be detained at least a day longer by 
the Weather yesterday preventing Mr. Charlton and Dr. Lenox 
crossing. We cannot now be home sooner than to morrow evening, 
or Saturday morning, according to our present expectations. 
Your Brother and myself are both very well. 

We saw last night some celebrated performances on the slack- 
wire which will soon be exhibited in Eden ton. 

Give my love to every body, and believe me most sincerely and 
most affectionately Yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Wilmington Nov. 17. 1778 

My dear Sir 

Are we to ascribe it to a dearth of genius, or the restraint 
imposed upon the press that no pen appears to lash the private and 
publick vices of this licentious state. I never heard of a revolution 
brought about with such a succession of blunders in council, and 
errors in the field as have marked the progress of America to 
Independency. They are not the follies of individuals or of separate 
states, the whole continent seems to have run Stark Staring mad, 
and to have a most full and equal representation in the continental 
congress of this assumed character. France in possession of one 
of the British Islands and meditating conquests of the rest, with- 
out any adversary force by land or sea in the West Indies to stay 
the progress of the united efforts of the French and Americans; 
thus circumstanced I say when General Clinton begun a capital 
movement from New York, could the merest driveller in publick 
affairs be one moment in suspense as to the true destination of 
the Armament which he embarked. Yes, the Continental congress 
were or affected to be and sagaciously concluded that General 
Clinton to gratify a personal pique, to convince the world of his 
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own prowess and to wipe away the stain which the British arms 
had suffered in a former attempt upon Cha'stown was going Pell 
Mell to run his head against the walls of Fort Moultrie, and 
possess himself of the all important capital it led to. Cui bono! to 
pilfer a parcel of Jew merchants, burn their shops, and then with 
his army starve upon rice gruel or perish with a putrid fever for 
the honour of Great Britain. And that this truly farcical Idea 
might not rest merely in speculation, this harrassed broken 
hearted Country must be ca[lled] in to play a part in this 
ridiculous expedition. That Author upon Stilts, Judge, General, 
Admiral and Counsellor, is Seized with a pannick—intrudes his 
fears upon his fraternity, and the omnisapient edict which gave 
occasion to the repeated draughts we have lately had, issues 
forth, 150,000 is drawn into circulation to promote the deprecia- 
tion of our Currency—our fields robbed of their husbandmen, 
our Towns of our Manufacturers—Husbands torn from their 
wives and Children who sought their daily bread from their 
personal labours and industry, idleness and dissipation running 
riot in the land, the justice of the Government called in question, 
with this as a consequence which must certainly result from it, 
that repeated calls into the field without occasion, will at length 
like the cries of the boy in the f[a]ble be disregarded when the 
danger becomes real and our militia become necessary to oppose 
it. Our troops go to the Southward never to return, a Soldier made 
is a farmer lost. The So[u]th Carolinians will requite us as here- 
tofore; they will take advantage of the necessities of our men 
when they get them am[on]gst them, and by supplying wants 
which they can very humanely excite, they will entrap all our 
countrymen into their own Regiments. My dear Iredell I tremble 
for a country which I love. Unless the Councils of this Country 
fall upon wiser men, the day of our perdition is not a great way 
off. With every thing in our power, we do nothing well. I hope in 
God that the next Assembly will redeem us from our present 
dangerous situation or make some capital approaches towards it. 

It is with concern that I inform you that a man was convicted 
of an atrocious murder at this court, without a Single circum- 
stance to palliate his guilt or leave him open to mercy when his 
crime was perpetrated by [sec] ret stabbing; thro the interposition 
of a certain Mr Spillers (in whom by the way you have been 
dreadfully deceived) wa[s] reprieved by the Gov. Circumstances 
were such that the Ju[d]ges had ordered an almost immediate 
execution. The Govr granted a respite to the 20th of Jany; the 
day after the reprieve the Culprit escaped. Tories make observa- 
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tions that are painful to men who love [our] cause. Our Laws 
they say are a caput mortuum; that they are such that they cannot 
be executed or that we are afraid to execute them. It becomes an 
encouragement to Secret assassination, when aggression thus 
escape with Impunity. So much for hanging now for Matrimony. 

Thos Hooper quitted his liberty on Thursday Last making a 
Solemn resignation there of to Miss Mary Heron1 and begins 
again to wear the Phiz of Benedict the married man; this traffick 
must thrive, let politicks go as they will. He brought home with 
him from France a fine crop of Health, and may take matrimony 
as philosophers do, to prevent the [badJ effects of repletion. Be 
that as it will, he is fast, one [of] us, and it is some comfort to 
have company—as Fitch says "even in the rope." 

I fear [th]at I shall be obliged to be at Halifax during the 
lat [ter] part of the Assembly, whether I shall or not is problemati- 
cal. I have no way to Secure lodgings there unless you can assist 
me by speaking to some of my Halifax friends if at E[de]nton 
or writing a line to one or more of them to provide for me in 
Season. I cannot get a line immediately from this as there is not 
the least intercourse betwixt us. I must depend upon your inter- 
position. 

Remember me most kindly and respectfully to Mrs Iredell and 
Mrs Blair. Mrs Hooper begs leave to unite with me in Compli- 
ments to you and them and Miss Nelly. To the last I most especial- 
ly request you to remember me and thank her for the part she 
took in your last kind letter. That young Lady honours me when 
she condescends to extend her attention to me, and I pay a debt 
of duty and inclination when I assure her that I wish her every 
thing which can add to her happiness and be a just tribute to the 
goodness of her [he]art, the improvement of her mind and her 
personal accomplishments. 

I think kindly of the little branche[s] of your worthy family 
and am my dear Iredell with a warm[th] of Friendship which I 
have pleasure to express Your's truly and Affectionately 

Will Hooper 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Above the date line JI wrote ("Shod be Dec. 17 
I believe)." The internal evidence offers no proof as to the accuracy of JTs 
remark. 

Editorial Note: Hooper's angry sentiments were directed at the Continental 
Congress for voting to ask North Carolina to send 3,000 troops to the assis- 
tance of South Carolina, where it was feared that Sir Henry Clinton was 
preparing to launch an invasion. Moreover, Hooper's veiled remark about an 
official who tried to be all things was intended for Governor Caswell, who, 
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it had been suggested, should take the field at the head of the expeditionary 
force. Clark, State Records, XIII, 247, XXII, 983, XXIII, 224-226, 234-236; 
Burnett, LCC, III, 426, 430-431, 461. Hooper's feelings also reflected a view 
that North Carolina was all too often asked to pull her neighbor's chestnuts 
out of the fire. As Allen Jones phrased it, "We have always been haughtily 
treated by South Carolina, till they wanted our assistance, and then we are 
sisters, but as soon as their turn is served, all relationship ceases." Clark, 
State Records, XIII, 246. By the end of 1778 only about 900 North Carolinians 
had arrived in South Carolina. Rankin, N.C. Continentals, 184-189. 

1 Mary Heron was from a prestigious Cape Fear family. Her father was 
probably Benjamin Heron, a member of the royal council, 1764-1769. Price, 
" 'Men of Good Estates,' " 79, 81 nl7; See Saunders, Colonial Records, 
particularly Volumes VI-VIII; Schaw, Journal of a Lady of Quality, 169, 281. 

James Iredell to Henry E. McCulloh 

Edenton Nov. 21. 1778 

Dear Sir 

I had heard with extreme pleasure of your arrival at New York, 
and flattered myself I should very soon after, have the happiness 
of seeing you, but being disappointed in this hope, I wrote a line 
to you which I took the liberty to inclose to Mr. Hewes, who was 
at that time in Philadelphia, but left it before the letter could 
reach him, and is now here. A day or two after my writing this 
letter, I received two from you of the 7th. and 8th. of Oct. by the 
flag, and immediately answered them1 by the same opportunity, 
but as the return of the flag is uncertain, and the time is too 
precious to trust to water opportunity, I now write to urge you 
in the strongest manner to come here, the soonest moment 
possible, and in particular to acquaint you that it is indispensably 
necessary you should be at Halifax very early in January. Nothing 
but your presence there at that time can I fear prevent a most 
dreadful Injury to you, and for Heaven sake, rely on no other 
circumstance. 

I well know how much can be urged on your behalf, and every- 
thing in my power shall be done to serve you, but I assure you, 
upon my honour, I have no expectations of success from anything 
but your personal appearance. 

I feel very deeply for you. I know your Anxiety to come, and 
dread some unfortunate prevention. But surely you will be no 
longer detained at the hazard of losing so much, and what I am 
well satisfied, from the nature of subject, and Encroachments that 
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already have begun, if once lost can never be recovered. 
With my sincerest good wishes for you, and reiterated In- 

treaties, not to lose a moment, I am ever my dear sir Your obt. 
Affect, and faithful 

Jas. Iredell 

Tr (Loyalist Transcripts: McCulloh File, A&H). Copy in unknown hand. 

1 Letter of October 8, 1778, not found, nor has JI's first missive to McCulloh 
been located. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Currituck Dec. 12th 1778 
My dear Hannah, 

I came yesterday afternoon with Mr. Cumming by invitation 
to Mr. Holloway Williams's (a Brother of Mrs. Blount's) but little 
expected I should be fortunate enough to meet there with any 
body going to Edenton, which I however have been, Capt. Bate- 
man and another coming here on their way last night. Our Court 
is over, and it has been a very indifferent one; little or no business. 
But I can very conveniently spare you the inclosed sum, and 
heartily wish it was more. I have felt a great deal from leaving 
you in so unprovided a situation; I hope in God it will not happen 
again. No Industry nor honest exertions of mine shall be wanting 
to prevent the return of another so miserable departure. I flatter 
myself, my dear Hannah, you have by this time lost those little 
fevers which troubled you, and that you will take the best care of 
yourself. My Cold has entirely left me, and I am perfectly well. 
I have not the least expectation of seeing you till after Pasquotank 
Court, which happy time I assure you I shall be very impatient 
for. Mr. Cumming has been 'sometimes drunk, but much better 
tempered than usual. We have not had one quarrel, altho' some- 
times I have made pretty free with him. Adieu! my dear Hannah. 
Give my love to your Sister and the children, and your Brother's 
family and Mrs. Dawson's and believe me Most affectionately and 
Most anxiously yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell." 
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James Iredell to Richard Caswell 

Edenton 31st. Deer. 1778 

Sir, 

As I had the honour to be appointed to the great Office which 
I lately held with peculiar marks of kindness and distinction, 
gratitude, as well as duty, required that I should give my reasons 
in a very particular manner for so early a resignation. This I did 
in the letter which I had the honour to write to your Excellency 
on that occasion, and I flattered myself, your Excellency would 
have been pleased to acquaint the General Assembly at their next 
meeting with the motives which actuated my Conduct. I have had 
the concern to find however, that the urgency and importance of 
the public business for which the Assembly was specially called 
at their last Session prevented your Excellency's attention to me 
in the manner I had hoped and expected.1 I am well assured, the 
Omission arose from this Circumstance only, but as the justifica- 
tion of my Conduct, in a matter of so much importance to my 
reputation, and where it may be easily liable to misconstruction, 
is a subject of much anxiety to me. I hope your Excellency will 
be so obliging as to lay my letter of resignation now before the 
Assembly, in order that they may be assured no light or capricious 
motives influenced either my acceptance or my resignation of the 
great honour conferred upon me. 

I flatter myself your Excellency will excuse the trouble I thus 
desire to give you, and the liberty I presume to take in inclosing 
a Copy of my Letter, as possibly your Excellency may not have 
the original with you at Halifax. I am, with great respect, Sir, 
Your Excellency's most humble and most obedient Servant, 

Ja. Iredell 

RC (Caswell Papers, UNC). The letter was a fairly recent gift (1952) to 
the Southern Historical Collection. Caswell's letter book copy in Clark, State 
Records, XIII, 341. 

1 The General Assembly subsequently appointed Archibald Maclaine to 
succeed JI; but when the former declined the post, the legislators nominated 
Richard Henderson and John Williams. The latter won the election. Clark, 
State Records, XIII, 584, 689, 754, 755, 807, 808, 811. 
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1779 

Petition of Margaret Pearson1 

Dukinfield, Bertie County, 8th Jany. 1779 

To the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of North 
Carolina, 

The Memorial of Margaret Pearson of Bertie County in the said 
State, Widow, 
Humbly sheweth, 

That her Son Sir Nathaniel Dukinfield of Dukinfield in the 
County of Chester in the Kingdom of Great Britain Baronet being 
entitled to considerable Tracts of Land in the County of Bertie 
and elsewhere in the said State, in the year 1770 came over with 
an intention to take possession of and settle the same; that hav- 
ing resided sometime in Bertie County, he found it necessary, 
in order to carry his purpose into execution, to return to Great 
Britain to dispose of his Property in that Kingdom, and invest 
it in such things as might be most useful to him in this County; 
and that accordingly sometime in the year 1772 he went to Great 
Britain, where by the advice and importunity of his Friends he 
was prevailed on to alter his Intention, and purchase a Commis- 
sion in the British Army, in which service he has ever since con- 
tinued. 

Your Memorialist further sheweth that the said Sir Nathaniel 
Dukinfield since the commencement of the Contest between Great 
Britain and America, has wished to disengage himself from the 
service of Great Britain, and return to America, if it could have 
been done consistently with his Honour but the most he has been 
able to obtain has been permission to remain in Great Britain, 
and not be compelled to serve against America, which he could 
not be prevailed on to do, notwithstanding the Regiment to which 
he belonged was, as your Memorialist has been informed, sent 
over some considerable time since, and he has by so avowed a 
disinclination to join in any measures against America, lost all 
hopes and expectations of promotion in the Service. 

Your Memorialist humbly conceives, that the said Sir Nathaniel 
Dukinfield having accepted a Commission in the British Army 
at a period when there was no appearance of a breach between 
Great Britain and America, cannot justly be imputed to him as an 
Offence against this State, and that his not having returned since 
ought not to be considered criminal, as it could not have been 
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effected without such steps as would not only have endangered 
his life, but have destroyed his reputation and rendered him for 
ever odious and infamous in the eyes of every good Man of every 
Country. 

Your Memorialist therefore humbly submits it to the Wisdom 
of the Honorable the General Assembly, in consideration of the 
Premises, whether the said Sir Nathaniel Dukinfleld ought not 
to be exempted from the Penalties and Forfeitures imposed by 
the Act entitled, 'An Act, for confiscating the Property of all such 
Persons as are inimical to the United States, and of such Persons 
as shall not within a certain time herein mentioned appear and 
submit to the State whether they shall be received as Citizens 
thereof, and of such Persons as shall so appear and shall not be 
admitted as Citizens, and for other Purposes thereinmentioned." 
And more particularly, as it was utterly impossible for him to 
have complied with the strict letter of the said act without render- 
ing himself unworthy of being a Member of this or any other 
civilized State. 

Margt Pearson 

MS (Iredell Papers, Duke). Document in JFs hand and signed by Margaret 
Pearson. 

1 There is no record of what happened to Mrs. Pearson's petition, which 
JI presented to the General Assembly at its session at Halifax later that 
month. However, Mrs. Pearson at the time of her death in 1784 still lived on 
her son's estate. His lands were subsequently sold. McRee, Iredell, II, 117- 
118; DeMond, Loyalists in N.C., 58, 174, 240, 241. A legislative act of this 
particular session of the General Assembly, perhaps somewhat influenced 
by JFs offering of Mrs. Pearson's petition, did make allowance for the parents 
of departed loyalists. Clark, State Records, XXIV, 213-214. A later petition 
of Mrs. Pearson's is dated January 17, 1781, below. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Cuffnels 15th Jany. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

Knowing my usual carelessness, I determined this time to be 
more cautious than ordinary, and to neglect nothing. Nevertheless 
my evil destiny has prevailed, and I find to my extreme mortifi- 
cation, that I have left behind me Miss Cathcart's letter to Miss 
McKenzie, and Mr. Roulhac's to Dr. Savage. I write to the latter, 
and beg you to intreat Miss Peggy's pardon for a fault in which 
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my intention had no share, and for which I am very much con- 
cerned. Will you be so good as to search for the two letters, and 
restore them to the proper owners? I cannot believe they are lost 
but that I left them on my table or somewhere at home. 

I am just going to set off, and have only time, with affectionate 
compliments to every body, to assure you of my being Most faith- 
fully and affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Mrs. Granbery's, 15th. Jany. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I was regretting as I rode along the road, that I had brought no 
book with me to solace me during the dull hours of my Journey, 
but soon after I came here I had the pleasure to see Mr. Hewes's 
Jack arrive on his way to Edenton, which gives me the most 
agreeable employment I can have in your absence, of writing to 
you. I wrote to you a line or two this morning to acquaint you of 
a most scandalous piece of negligence I had been guilty of, in leav- 
ing behind me Miss Cathcart's letter, and Mr. Roulhac's to 
Savage. As I requested you in that, pray be good enough to search 
carefully for them, and as Jack is to return immediately, do not 
fail either to give him the letter for Savage, or let Mr. Roulhac 
know in time for him to send it by him if he pleases. You will 
probably have time enough to consult Miss Cathcart about hers, 
and I pray you to make excuses as little awkward as possible to 
her on the occasion, tho' I really today could make none but very 
foolish ones to Miss Mackenzie. All I could say was, Pray forgive 
me, Madam, a fault that is unpardonable. My neglect has been 
the more mortifying, as I took more than ordinary precaution to 
avoid any bungling. But my distemper, I fear, is incurable. 

I had a very good passage over the Sound, only an hour and a 
quarter, but I was detained at Mrs. Pearsons by one thing or 
another1 (you will not suppose it the charms of Miss N ) until 
it was so late before I set off, that I got to Mr. Charlton's two hours 
in the night. I was received very cordially and kindly, but a slight 
indisposition of Mrs. Charlton's, or something else, made the 
evening more dull than usual at that house. I was very earnestly 
entreated to spend this day there, but resisted all importunities, 
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notwithstanding Mrs. Charlton was so good as to say, she had had 
a Turkey killed on purpose for me. Polly Payne was very affection- 
ate, very engaging, and very inquisitive about you, and made me 
promise to call and carry a kiss to Gaby as I returned. Mr. Charl- 
ton has promised me also abundance of seed on my return. I 
stopped only a few minutes in Windsor to leave my letter to you 
and make my humble acknowledgments and condolance to Miss 
McKenzie. I had the pleasure to see her look extremely well, 
and her Sister and Family were so also, except one of the children. 
Poor Mrs. Granbery's Daughter has been very unfortunate. She 
has not only lost her second Husband, a young Man of an excellent 
character, but that fine little girl you and I admired so much and 
could not help wishing was ours. Her other Children are now also 
very sick indeed. What poor miserable Mortals we are! How little 
pleasure for how much pain! Born but to love, form connexions, 
be happy in them, dread their loss, and part! Gracious God, may 
the misery you and I have felt of this kind long, very long indeed, 
be without a renewal! 

I begin to grow grave, and therefore must leave off. Jack will 
certainly bring me a letter from you, and I hope to receive one by 
all opportunities. And my heart be assured, I shall not fail, for it 
is not possible for me to express the anxiety and zeal with which 
I am Your most faithful and affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I trouble you with a letter for our little Madcap Niece, wrote 
with as little compliment as she generally speaks. Pray give my 
love in a very affectionate manner to your Sister and the Children, 
and your Brother's Family, and Mrs. Dawson's. Adieu! Heaven 
bless you. 

J.I. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell." McRee, Iredell, I, 
409, misdates the letter January 10, 1779. 

1 Writing her petition to the General Assembly. See the petition, January 
8, 1779, above. 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Mrs Granbery's 15th. Jany. 1779 

My dear Nelly, 

As an Englishman is apt to undervalue the merit of the favours 
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he bestows, I tell you very candidly, that it is more than probable, 
you would not have received this letter from me, but I neglected 
bringing any book with me from home, and I take up my pen to 
you for want of some more tolerable amusement. Does this gratify 
your Vanity? No. Ought it to be gratified? No. God knows, there 
is enough of it already. Take therefore the plain truth as I give 
it. If it is unacceptable, Jack will bring me no letter from you. 
If you have sense and modesty to be satisfied with it, he will bring 
me a charming one—I mean, as charming a one as you can write. 
You will see, I am determined to run no hazard of violating the 
truth. 

But, say you, what news? News! What after a day's absence 
from home, poring through Woods and Swamps. Shall I tell you 
that Mrs. Pearson is well, that Miss Vail is well, that Mrs. Charl- 
ton is not well, that Mr. Charlton is, that Miss Polly Payne is so 
so, that Miss McKenzie is well, her Sister also, one of the Chil- 
dren sick, Mr McKenzie well, Old Everett and his Dame alive, 
Mrs Gran be ry well, but her Daughter miserably unfortunate and 
the particulars I have given to your Aunt, and they are truly dis- 
tressing. God preserve you from the calamity of losing two good 
Husbands, a fine Child, and having two or three others in danger. 

I do intend always to give you the triumph of a longer letter 
than your Aunt. Remember you are already much in my debt. I 
expect very handsome letters, both in matter and form. I may 
perhaps, if you are a good Girl, write you letters sometimes from 
other motives than those of Amusement. You may be truly assured 
that nobody more ardently wishes your welfare, or will be more 
happy in endeavouring to contribute to it, than Your very affect. 
Uncle 

Jas. Iredell 

P.S. You may think this Compliment of some consequence, when 
my desire of making it has conquered my aversion to take Ink. 
This is a little dash of the Frenchman. 

RC (McRee Papers, UNC). 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Mrs. Granbery's 16th. Jany. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

Like People who are determined to be merry, or loquacious 
(which Nelly once, for a wonder! failed in) it seems as if when one 
was resolved to be careful, without possessing the true spirit of it, 
we were liable to meet with an unusual share of disappointment 
and regret. I have already informed you of my Sins towards Miss 
Cathcart and Mr. Roulhac (and which I yet blush at); and this 
morning I have discovered one towards Mr. Knox, your Brother, 
and myself, in omitting to send a letter similar to the inclosed. 
What is it you think of all these things? I protest I am startled at 
them myself. I begin to doubt whether my head is not really 
ruined, and fear soon being sent to a Bedlam. Possibly however 
this cool snow, and a gloomy confinement, without any book but 
the Bible and a Spelling Book, may bring me to a little, though 
if my disorder partook of a different kind of delirium, instead of 
such a perturbation of spirits, it would certainly confirm it. I 
am particularly ashamed of appearing thus careless to your 
Brother, who is himself the most exact Man living. All I can say, 
with a very foolish face, is what the Boys say at school: "I will en- 
deavour to do so no more." 

You will ask the favour of your Brother to carry the letter if he 
is not gone—otherwise, be pleased to send it by any other oppor- 
tunity you are able to hear of. 

Had I foreseen what has happened I might as well have been 
a few days longer with you, and saved Perquimans Court. The 
Assembly, I am told, have not yet made a house. You will exult 
at this, and tell me you told me so. But how could it be supposed? 
Was it reasonable to think there would not be one in a fortnight? 
Was not a vast deal at stake, and where so much is depending, is 
it not better to be a few days too early than too late? Suppose (as 
it might have done) it had happened otherwise, and I had not 
gone till the business was nearly over, the patience of the members 
exhausted, their minds fretted, and perhaps a Resolve passed 
(and such a one does pass almost every session) that after a par- 
ticular day they would receive no business—and that day past. 
What could I have said to Mr. McCulloh? What could I have said 
to my conscience, when he relied entirely on me in this mo- 
mentous affair, and I certainly was in duty bound to make an 
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Application, which, however improbable the success of it may be, 
nobody with certainty could say, would have been unsuccessful, 
if it had not been tried. I therefore acquit myself on this occasion, 
altho' I regret I could not have had a spark of that foresight which 
is denied to mortals. 

Shall I read the Bible, or the Spelling Book? I have tried the 
latter, but cannot persuade myself to look into the former. You 
will tell me, I ought not to lose this occasion of perusing a Book 
I know so little of, and perhaps my present situation is a punish- 
ment for so long a neglect, which I ought to receive with humility 
and penitence. But my dear, as there are times for all things under 
the Sun, so there is a time for Spiritual Things, and my mind does 
not move me towards them at this present. So I will content my- 
self with an old Magazine which just now I happened accidentally 
to find, and defer devotional matters till I am more worthy of 
them. Apropos, extreme sanctity has sustained a great blow in 
this Neighborhood lately. A Maiden about the age of 30, one of the 
sect called Quakers, a Resident with the prim Mr. Peal, and her- 
self remarkable for the most strait-laced affection, lately offended 
him with the sight of too big a belly, for which she was indebted 
to his son and has since been expelled the Father's house. They 
say it is only a repetition of an old Disorder of which her con- 
version never thoroughly cured her. I had not heard this piece of 
news when I wrote to Nelly last night, so she might not be of- 
fended at my not mentioning it to her. If she wants any more 
particulars, they say the young Damsel went to him! Again, 
adieu! my dear Hannah, and believe me most affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. You see you are much in my debt, and I expect Nelly will 
think herself so too. 

J.I. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax 22d. Jany. 1779 

My dearest Hannah, 
I  should  have had inexpressible pleasure in receiving your 
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letter,1 and hearing of your good health, if I had not at the same 
time heard of poor Corrie's death, and of Gaby's danger. These 
two events extremely distress me, and have taken away all my 
spirits. I feel for the loss of a most worthy benevolent Man, and 
am deeply afflicted for your Brother and Mrs. Johnston. Good 
God! Are they never to enjoy a moment's peace! Is your Brother 
doomed to be eternally miserable! Heaven avert the fatal stroke, 
and grant the poor lovely Boy a long, long respite. 

I am here teased and fretted to death. One minute, hope, an- 
other Despair. I am not without hopes, but I dread much. I wrote 
you more cheerfully to day,2 and with less despondence, but I 
have since had cause to be alarmed. At any Event I must stay 
here some days longer, or act a most unfriendly part. It is neces- 
sary to watch and be attentive to every Circumstance. Were 
public Counsils always guided by Wisdom and Justice, so much 
trouble in Applicants would not be necessary, but a great deal, I 
assure you, has been and is yet required here. 

Mr. Barker is perfectly well, but his Wife has been sick ever 
since they came up.3 She stays at Mrs. Rob. Jones's, he principally 
at Mrs. Montforts's. I called at Mrs. Jones's as I came along. I 
found her very unwell, but was received with great kindness. Last 
night (as I wrote you) I went to Colo. McCulloch's; it was a long 
time before I saw any of the Family except B. McCulloch, unless 
when I went in. I met Mr. Frohock, who saluted me very coldly, 
and Madam kept a good deal of her stiffness. The rest were very 
kind, but I thought did not show quite so much cordiality as 
formerly.4 

Mr. Hewes and Mr. Hooper are very well. Mrs. Hooper is not 
here, so (as I told you) my heart is quite safe. And I believe it will 
remain very secure in your possession unless any accident to him 
should tempt me to wish you had less health. As that however is 
not probable, I may with truth say (as I warmly feel) that upon 
your health principally and greatly depends my happiness. May 
Heaven (if you will forgive my wishing it) long spare : to each 
other! 

The Assembly are likely to sit a long time. I hope at furthest 
to be at home Sunday or Monday se'ennight. Don't be angry with 
me for staying so long. Upon my Soul nothing keeps me but a 
desire of doing my utmost on behalf of Mr. McCulloh, in order 
that, whatever be the event, I may have nothing to reproach my 
self with. 

I have a very comfortable room at Mrs. Eelbeck's, and spend 
my time agreeably enough. I have dined with Willie Jones, Mr. 
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Gilchrist,5 and Mr. Webb; twice at Mr. Gilchrist's, and was also 
invited twice to Mr. Jones's. I shall write a line to your Brother. 

Your will remember me kindly to all our Family, and believe 
me ever Your most Affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Remember me to Mrs. Dawson's Family and our good Neigh- 
bours, Mr. Johnson's. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Not found. 
2 Not found. 
:i Thomas Barker, home from England after seventeen years, was in Hali- 

fax to petition the legislature to exclude him from that body's definition of a 
Tory and one liable to lose his property under the earlier confiscation act. 
On September 4, 1778, the North-Carolina Gazette (New Bern) stated: "Last 
week Mr. Thomas Barker arrived at his home in Edenton from France, and 
the next day waited on a Justice of the Peace and took the Oath of Alle- 
giance to this State. Mr. Barker has been absent 17 years, during which time 
he has resided in England, from whence he lately came by way of France; he 
left Nantz the 8th July, at which time there was no war declared but daily 
expected. He assures us that in France, the Americans are held in the highest 
estimation by all degrees of people, and that they have nothing so much at 
heart, as to support our Independence and humble the pride of the haughty 
British." The legislature acted affirmatively upon the report of a special 
committee that "unanimously recommended him to be received again into the 
Bosom of his Country by admitting him a Citizen thereof and restoring to 
him his property." The General Assembly also restored the rights of citizen- 
ship upon two others who had been out of the state: John Burgwin and 
Thomas Hooper. Clark, State Records, XIII, 650-651. There was also 
considerable support in that body for electing Barker a delegate to the 
Continental Congress. 

4 JI's experiencing coolness from William Frohock, whom he had ordered 
to jail the year before, is understandable enough. Likewise, his being received 
with less than enthusiasm by the McCullochs can doubtless be explained by 
the fact that Frohock was the son-in-law of Alexander McCulloch. See Mc- 
Culloch's will, in Halifax County Wills, III, 70-71; John Frohock's will, in 
Rowan County Wills, 48-50. 

5 Thomas Gilchrist had lately returned from family business in Bermuda. 
Acting on a petition from his wife, the General Assembly pardoned Gilchrist 
for being absent from the state at the time the confiscation act went into 
effect. Clark, State Records, XII, 787-788, 804, 806, 810, 868-869; XIII, 465- 
467. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax, 26th Jan., 1779 

My Dear Hannah, 

As I am still doomed to wait here I can have no employment 
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more agreeable to me than that of writing to you, and I embrace 
this new occasion of doing it with pleasure. I have not yet had the 
courage to present my Memorial. I have been two or three times 
on the eve of doing it, but unexpected and threatening Circum- 
stances have deterred me. I have some faint hopes of the suspen- 
sion of the evil day by a general Law, but hold myself prepared 
for a different Event. The evidence of Mr. Harnet, Mr. Burgwin 
and Mr. Hogg would weigh much if there was not such a great 
quantity of land in the opposite scale. 

I receive here very great civilities. I have only dined once in a 
Tavern since I came. I have dined at Mr. Gilchrist's four times, 
twice at Mr. Webb's, once at Mr. Jones's, and last Sunday at Mr. 
Montfort's. He has a very neat, comfortable house about half a 
mile from Town, but there were about a dozen Women there and 
very near as many Men. This you may believe was not to my 
taste, and we passed the day very dully. I have not been out to 
Colo. McCulloch's since I wrote you, and do not intend it but just to 
take leave. I am indeed obliged to be very attentive here; but 
besides, I will not voluntarily go any where when I am sure of 
being cooly received. This indeed is only from certain branches 
of the Family, but I do not choose to be in the way of such treat- 
ment. Colo. McCulloch has been excessively ill; very dangerously 
so, and Mr. and Mrs. Frohock were sent for on purpose. He is 
getting better, but very slowly, and is confined to his [room]. The 
Cholic I believe has been his principal complaint. 

I have had the distress to be certain of Miss Macartney's death. 
Mr. Burgwin was a long time in [Bristol,] and lived with Mr. 
Maskelyn, who was, as I have told you, an intimate Friend of 
hers. She died in August, 1775, of a consumption. I assure you 
it has deeply affected me. This, and my uncertainty about Gaby, 
and pain about Mr. McCulloh, have taken away all my spirits, of 
which I had before a pretty good stock. I preserve however my 
health extremely well, and endeavour to console myself for my 
stay here in such disagreeable Circumstances by reflecting that 
I am doing a necessary office of friendship at a most critical 
period, and discharging in part a debt of obligation much too 
heavy. My dear Hannah, when I am released from here, with how 
much ardour shall I fly to you! Heaven grant that I may find my 
sweet little fellow out of all danger, and the rest of you well. This 
will remove much of my unhappiness, but I shall long, very long, 
regret the misery of losing so affectionate a Friend, so agreeable 
a correspondent, so valuable a Woman as Miss Macartney. I cannot 
bear to dwell upon it. My mind is too much distressed. 
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I don't believe I shall have either time or spirits to write to 
Nelly, and I am sorry to send you so grave a letter. I wrote you 
I expected to be at home Sunday or Monday. It seems now prob- 
able it may be a day or two later. You may be assured I will not 
delay a moment unnecessarily, but I cannot by too much pre- 
cipitation, or an undue remissness, run the risque of ruining Mr. 
McCulloh, for it is in the power of this Assembly to do it if they 
please. Be good enough, to give my love to your Sister and Nelly 
and the other children, and to Mrs. Dawson's Family. I shall write 
a line to your Brother. Remember me also very kindly to our good 
neighbours. 

Till the happy day I meet you, accept my assurances of being 
Unalterably and most affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

Affidavit in Support of Henry E. McCulloh 

State of North Carolina 
Halifax County 
27 January 1779 

John Burgwin of Wilmington in the said State Merchant makes 
an Oath, that he hath been intimately acquainted with Henry 
Eustace McCulloh Esquire late of London, and formerly agent 
for this State when it was under the Government of Great Britain, 
and that the said Henry Eustace McCulloh and this Deponent left 
England and arrived at New York in the same Vessel in the month 
of August or September last, with a determined resolution as 
soon as possible to proceed for North Carolina, but sometime be- 
fore this Deponent could procure a Vessel to come in to this 
State, Mr. McCulloh told him that he had received a letter from 
Mr. Boyd of London acquainting him that his Father had been so 
much affected with his departure that he, Mr. Boyd, expected it 
would be the cause of his death and begged for God's sake that he, 
Mr. McCulloh, would not leave New York 'til he received further 
information from him, and this Deponent heard Mr. McCulloh 
declare this as a reason for his not embarking with him for Wil- 
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mington as at first he intended. The Deponent further saith that 
during his intimacy with Mr. McCulloh in England, on his pas- 
sage out, and in New York, he often heard him express the most 
favourable Sentiments of America, even before Crown Officers, 
and in their presence speak in the severest manner of the British 
Ministry, whose views he said were in effect to enslave America. 
And this Deponent to the best of his Judgment believes, from the 
general tenor of Mr. McCulloh's Conduct, that he is a sincere 
Friend and Well wisher to the Freedom of America. 

J. Burgwin 

MS (Iredell Papers, Duke). Affidavit in JFs hand and signed by John Bur- 
gwin. Witnessed and "Sworn to before me the 27th. day of Jany. 1779. Henry 
Montfort." For Burgwin's stay in England, see Ashe, Biographical History, 
VIII, 58-66; Clark, State Records, XIII, 650-651. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax, 30th Jan., 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I had yesterday afternoon the pleasure of receiving two letters 
from you1 by Capt. Hardy, and was made very happy by hearing 
of your good health, and my dear little Gaby's recovery. I should 
have been in great pain for you if I had known you had suffered so 
great fatigue and want of rest, though I dare say it was necessary, 
and am very thankful it has done you no injury. I expected to have 
the satisfaction of setting off towards you this afternoon, but a 
most unfortunate and alarming report of a committee obliges me 
to stay. They talk of renting out the lands of all absentees, and 
taking immediate possession of their personal property. I must 
immediately now present my memorial, though I have no hopes 
of success for it. I am in great pain, as well about this affair as so 
long an absence from you. If these circumstances could well admit 
of consolation, I should not want it. I dine every day abroad some- 
where or another, and last Thursday was at a very agreeable ball. 
I could not, however, though I had an exceeding good partner, be 
so cheerful as I generally am at such times. Mr. McCulloh's situa- 
tion, Miss Macartney's death, and my uncertainty about poor 
Gaby, all conspired to make me dull. I bustled through the evening 
however tolerably well, and could not even help regretting that 
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the ladies went away so soon. But intervals of reflection frequently 
occurred to make me lowspirited. 

Mrs. Frohock has come to a great deal. We were very cordial at 
the ball, and she seemed to have a desire to make up for past im- 
proprieties. I went to the Marsh2 last night, expecting to go away 
to-day, but being disappointed, in complying with earnest impor- 
tunity, I shall ride out there to-morrow, and shall have the pleasure 
of Mr. Hooper and Mr. Hewes's company. Tell Nelly she is an idle 
good-for-nothing girl. You refer me to her, but she has not wrote 
me a single word. I have no notion of keeping up a correspondent 
merely to write to, and therefore till she grows more industrious 
I must neglect her. When I shall see you, my dear Hannah, is 
really uncertain. I fret and strive to no purpose. I regret the delay 
the more, as Bertie Court will carry me from home the week after 
next. But when so much is at stake and my exertions are relied 
on, it would be criminal to be neglectful. How deeply is it to be 
regretted that such care and caution are necessary to obtain 
justice, and that folly and private interest bear so large a share 
in our public councils. Heaven grant an amendment of them! Of 
my health, my desire, my impatience to see you, be assured. I 
burn for it with the greatest ardor. May I enjoy that happiness 
soon, &c. &c. &c. 

You never, I hope, doubt of my being most faithfully and unal- 
terably, my dear Hannah, Your entirely affectionate 

Jas. Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 417-418). 

1 Not found. 
2 Elk Marsh, the home of the McCullochs. 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Halifax 31st. Jan. 1779 

My dear Nelly, 

I am of a very candid and forgiving temper and very readily 
pardon an omission occasioned by such circumstances [as] you 
mention, tho' you ought not to be so particular with me. I do not 
expect you always to write me correct letters, but you will arrive 
at it in time by frequent use and proper attention. I shall be happy 
in contributing to it, and will sometimes take the liberty, after 
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receiving letters from you, on my return to point out any defects 
in them. By this method, with a little care on your part, you will 
soon acquire a greater care and correctness of expression. 

I am still very painfully detained here, and it is uncertain when 
I may return, tho' I am anxiously impatient to do it. You will 
expect of me, I suppose, some news in return for yours. All I can 
tell you is, that I was last Thursday at a very agreeable Ball, and 
danced with a genteel Lady, and an exceeding good Partner, Mrs. 
Willis, who formerly lived in Virginia, but at present in this 
County. A high fresh prevented many Ladies from coming. There 
were however upwards of 20 Dancers, and many awkward Mem- 
bers of Assembly. Two or three disagreeable Circumstances 
oppressed my spirits a good deal, and prevented my enjoying the 
amusement so much as I generally do. I had had the concern a 
day or two before to be made undoubtedly certain of Miss Macart- 
neys death, which distressed, and still does distress me exceed- 
ingly. I had lived from my very childhood in intimacy with her. 
She was most nearly connected with me, had conferred on me 
many obligations, and was endeared to me by a thousand engaging 
ties. To lose such a Relation and such a Friend, at so great a dis- 
tance, without an opportunity of sharing my melancholy moments 
with her, or of convincing her of the extent and sincerity of my 
affection, is extremely painful. God in his mercy grant I may not 
experience many more of these Calamities. I have sustained the 
deepest affliction of this kind, since my arrival in this country, 
by the loss of the dearest connexions both in England and here. 
Of all kinds of Distress it is the most severe. But my dear Nelly, I 
ask pardon for suddenly becoming so grave. It was unintentional 
and involuntary. Yet I know you have a feeling soul, and will 
sympathise with me. Gracious God, how precarious is the happi- 
ness of life! How tenderly ought we to cherish our Friends when 
their stay with us is so uncertain! 

I am indeed very impatient to be at home, and shall set off the 
soonest moment possible. God grant I may find you all in perfect 
health, at least in a way of enjoying it, for some of my Friends I 
fear to see much affected by that dear little Gaby's Illness, and 
himself still very weak. I am ever, most sincerely, my dear Nelly, 
your very affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H), Addressed "Miss Blair." 
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To The Honorable The General Assembly of The 
State of North Carolina 

The Memorial of James Iredell, one of the subjects of the said 
State, on behalf of Henry Eustace McCulloh, Esquire, at present 
an absentee out of the same  

  [February 4, 1779] 

Humbly Showeth 

That Henry McCulloh, Esquire, father of the said Henry 
Eustace McCulloh, did many years past purchase and settle, at 
a very great expense, a large tract of land in the back parts of this 
State, to the extreme impoverishment and distress of his private 
fortune, and with the distant and precarious hope of its proving 
advantageous to his posterity, by means at the same time highly 
conducive to the well-being and prosperity of this country. 

That the said Henry McCulloh did at various times, with great 
trouble and cost, procure numerous settlers to establish them- 
selves on different parts of his said land; and your memorialist 
believes he effected this, not only without distressing, but greatly 
to the advantage of individuals, the posterity of many of whom 
feel the good effects of his care and attention at this very day. 

That the said Henry McCulloh residing principally in England, 
his son Henry Eustace McCulloh came out to this country some 
time about the year 1761, and continued to reside constantly in it 
until the year 1767, during which time he was chiefly occupied, 
as agent for his father, in parcelling out the said lands, so as to 
afford convenient settlements for purchasers or lessees, many of 
whom by that means obtained comfortable possessions, and your 
memorialist has been informed, greatly to the improvement of that 
part of the country, and without any just ground for complaint of 
extortionate or unreasonable terms being imposed on them. 

That the said Henry Eustace McCulloh having, during the 
course of so long a residence and so continued an attention to that 
business, settled the concerns of his lands upon a regular and 
satisfactory footing, went to England, partly to have the happiness 
of seeing his only surviving parent, and other near connexions in 
that country, and partly to solicit at the British Court some 
indulgencies concerning quitrents, to which he conceived his 
father was reasonably entitled, after the great care and pains that 
had been bestowed by him in the cultivation and improvement of 
so great an extent of country, which, though ultimately indeed 
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calculated for his family's advantage, had been temporarily very 
distressing to himself, at the same time that in its consequences 
it was highly beneficial to the public of the then Province of 
North Carolina. 

That before the said Henry Eustace McCulloh left this country, 
he appointed proper agents to transact his business here, and dur- 
ing the whole time of his stay in England, was constantly attentive 
to their management of it; and your memorialist has reason to 
believe, not only attentive to his own immediate interest, but 
solicitous to take every step that might be conceived just and 
equitable, to make the individuals they had concern with as easy 
and contented as possible. 

That in the month of October, 1772, the said Henry Eustace 
McCulloh returned from England (having before that time re- 
ceived a conveyance from his father of all his property here), and 
continued in this country many months, assiduously careful to 
effect the same purposes of promoting his own interest only by 
methods that made it perfectly consistent with the welfare and 
satisfaction of that part of the country where his estate lay, and 
enjoying the delightful prospect of seeing the increase of his pri- 
vate fortune, and the great public benefit derived from the 
improvement of a most valuable part of the country, going hand 
in hand together. 

That during a considerable part of the above period, and for 
some time after, the said Henry Eustace McCulloh had the honor 
to act as agent for this country at the several Boards in England, 
which business his father attended to during his necessary absence 
here; and when he again went to England (which was in June, 
1773), he was charged with public affairs of much consequence to 
solicit in his capacity of agent as aforesaid. 

That at the time when the said Henry Eustace McCulloh thus 
took his departure for England, no great public dissension sub- 
sisted between Great Britain and America, the fury of British 
passion having long since subsided, and the principal ground of 
difference remaining, viz., the Tea Act, appearing to sleep under 
the unwillingness of both sides, as was then fondly hoped, to 
renew a contest likely to be productive of such calamitous con- 
sequences. 

That the father of the said Henry Eustace McCulloh was then 
in a very advanced age, afflicted with many infirmities, and had 
had the misfortune to lose all the rest of his family, which made 
him extremely anxious to enjoy the comfort and satisfaction of 
his son's company, during the remainder of a life that in the course 
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of nature promised to be very short, and which in so remarkable a 
manner had been devoted to procure the advancement and pros- 
perity of his children, at the expense of his own. 

That in January, 1774, the destruction of the tea at Boston 
furnished a pretence for the vindictive acts that followed, and 
which were of such a nature, as to make the great and dignified 
opposition which actuated all America indispensably necessary, 
and which every friend to both countries earnestly flattered him- 
self would be attended with the desired success, when it was seen 
the good sense of America was not to be imposed upon by any 
finesse, nor its spirit and union to be awed by any desperate or 
partial measure of resentment. 

That from this period until the fatal commencement of hostili- 
ties, and even until very near the time when a necessity which 
every well-wisher to his country deplored, urged an immediate 
and total separation between Great Britain and America, it was 
scarcely supposable that the mad career of conquest over a free 
country, by those whom Heaven had appointed as its guardians, 
could possibly be suffered to proceed, when the union of America 
in its opposition was so powerful and strong, its resources so great, 
its spirit so determined, and when the nature of the country was 
such, that a conquest obtained over one part of it must be aban- 
doned as soon as acquired, or its enemies remain satisfied with 
little nests for garrisons, leaving the open country in possession of 
those to whom fortune and their own industry had given it. 

That in this situation, American gentlemen who happened to 
be at that time in England, might very reasonably and justly hope 
for a relinquishment of claims, which not only were highly uncon- 
stitutional and unjust, but thus promised not to be attended with 
even the shadow of success, without which the pursuit of the most 
favorite measures must be idle and ridiculous. 

That the abovesaid Henry Eustace McCulloh did, however, from 
the very beginning of these disturbances, in the course of a long 
and frequent correspondence between him and your memorialist, 
which subsisted till an intercourse of private letters between the 
two countries was totally prohibited, express himself in terms 
highly friendly and affectionate to America, and repeatedly 
assured him, that nothing but the duty he owed his father detained 
him in England, and that whenever he should be unhappy enough 
to lose him, it was his fixed and determined purpose to come and 
settle in this country. 

That for some time before, and constantly after the Declaration 
of Independence, the difficulty of coming from Great Britain to 
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America, with an intention of residence, was very great; since, if 
coming either in British or foreign vessels, persons were liable to 
be taken and confined as prisoners by one party or the other; and 
prisoners taken by the British in particular, had been at times so 
cruelly treated, as well to deter a man in any but the most desper- 
ate case from exposing himself to the danger of so unhappy a 
calamity. 

That these difficulties appeared to subsist in their full force 
until the memorable acts of the British Parliament at their last 
session, and which must amount, in the judgment of every reason- 
able man, to a full confession that their haughty claims were, even 
in their own opinion, absolutely insupportable, and that if they 
could not succeed in one more attack on the virtue and honor of 
this country, they must at length, with a good or a bad grace, 
recognize the dignity of its opposition, and grant such terms as 
in its present situation are only admissible. 

That in this advanced period of the contest, when the weakness 
of Great Britain was acknowledged, and peace with all its bless- 
ings (it must have appeared) would in a short time most probably 
solely depend on the wisdom and moderation of the American 
counsels, there was no reason to suppose the enemy would have 
any desire to distress private gentlemen, by preventing their going 
to their estates; and therefore, in the month of August or Septem- 
ber last, a great number of American gentlemen, among whom 
was the abovesaid Henry Eustace McCulloh, arrived in the packet 
from England at New York. 

That since the arrival of the said Henry Eustace McCulloh at 
New York, your memorialist has received two letters1 from him, 
one of a more general kind, that your memorialist begs leave to 
submit to the inspection of your honorable body, at the same time 
with this memorial, and by which there seems reason to fear, he 
has met with unexpected detention; the other concerning private 
business of much consequence, which he is also ready to produce, 
if it be desired, and the purport of which, requiring papers of near 
concern to some relations in England, made it of extreme impor- 
tance to Mr. McCulloh to receive them, if possible, before he left 
New York. 

Your memorialist has thus taken the liberty, with a zeal and 
friendship which he believes the occasion justifies, and which he 
is persuaded the gentleman who is the subject of his application 
deserves, on a public as well as a private account, to lay his case 
before the Legislature of this country, for whom he is assured that 
gentleman, as well as himself, entertains the highest sense of duty 
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and respect. Upon their mercy and justice he desires to throw him- 
self, fully confident that the same dignity of sentiment, and pure 
attachment to liberty, which have hitherto carried them trium- 
phantly through a most just and glorious opposition to measures 
of tyranny and oppression will actuate them in their own conduct 
to persons within their power, and not suffer them to inflict 
punishment, where there has been no crime. The only crime that 
gentleman can be charged with, in your memorialist's opinion, is 
an innocent and unoffending absence from a country, which he left 
in a state of profound peace, to reside for some time in another, 
then in the closest connexion with it, and where circumstances 
even of public duty, as well as of the most tender concern, anx- 
iously, and almost unavoidably called him; which, however, he 
has left, in spite of every endearing obstacle, as soon as it was in 
the least probable he could safely get here. 

Your memorialist humbly begs leave to observe, that as the 
absentee law seems to have for its principle, the forfeiture of 
property which the owners criminally either refuse or neglect to 
bear their share in protecting (the justice of which your memorial- 
ist is far from wishing to deny), the spirit of that law cannot, in 
his apprehension, justly affect the case of a man who has been 
reluctantly absent from it, who has done every thing in his power 
to avail himself of the time allowed, and who is perhaps at this 
very moment arbitrarily, though unexpectedly, detained from 
hastening to become, as he wishes to be, a faithful and zealous 
subject of the State. 

Your memorialist, therefore, with all the humility which be- 
comes him, but at the same time with all the zeal and earnestness 
which can affect him, not only upon the motives of private friend- 
ship, but the higher and more important ones of public duty (which 
he never will, for any considerations, sacrifice to the former), 
submits to the deliberation of the Honorable the General Assem- 
bly of this State the case of the said Henry Eustace McCulloh, 
Esquire, and prays that they will be pleased to prolong the time for 
his personal appearance before them, and apply such further 
remedy to the difficulties he labors under as to their wisdom shall 
seem meet.2 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 438-441). The date of the presentation to the 
legislature is found in JI to Hannah Iredell, February 4, 1779, which also 
provides a brief mention of the rejection of the appeal. See Clark, State 
Records, XIII, 586, 691-692, 695-696, 711, 712. 

1 McCulloh to JI, October 7, 8, 1778, above, the second of which was not 
found, although it is mentioned in JI to McCulloh, November 21, 1778, above. 
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2 It should be underscored that JI's argument does not preclude the eventual 
confiscation of McCulloh's property, but requests an extension beyond the 
deadline of October 1, 1778, for absentees to return and make application for 
citizenship. Clark, State Records, XXIV, 123-124. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax 4, Feby. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

What can be so tormenting as to be detained all this while from 
you, and to find at last all my Efforts useless! My Memorial was 
presented to day, and with one or two others unanimously referred 
by the House of Commons to a respectable Committee of their own 
House, to which they required some addition from the other. They 
were no sooner read in the other than they were in the gross re- 
jected, without any Ceremony, without calling upon one of us, 
and the appointment of a Committee refused.1 I attend the second 
Reading of the Bill tomorrow, when I shall know what a fate it 
is likely to have, and set off I believe, immediately after; but as 
Bertie Court begins on Monday, and I must necessarily attend it, 
I do not expect to have the happiness of seeing you 'till it is over. 
My regret and chagrin about these disappointments are inexpres- 
sible. God knows with what ardour I shall fly to meet you when 
I can. In the meantime remember me to all my Friends, and 
believe me I am affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 The House committee would likely have been distinctly sympathetic to 
McCulloh considering what is known generally of the views of the majority 
of its members, which included Benjamin Hawkins, Hooper, Hewes, and Willie 
Jones. In addition to McCulloh's appeal, the House agreed to refer to its 
committee appeals from two others currently outside the state: Robert 
Palmer, a former royal councillor, and Thomas Oldham, a former justice of 
the peace of Chowan County. The Senate, however, in refusing to concur with 
the House, was "clearly of Opinion that the prayers of the said Memorials 
militate directly against the true Spirit and Intention of the Confiscation 
Act, and would be granting a partial Indulgence to a few Individuals who are 
equally as subject to the rigor of the Law as many others now in the same 
Situation." Clark, State Records, XIII, 586, 691-692. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 8th. Feby. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I have now the pleasure to congratulate you and myself on my 
arrival here, in perfect health, and possessing the greatest impa- 
tience to see you. When I can have that happiness depends on the 
duration of this Court. It is a great misfortune, after so long an 
absence, to have such an obstacle in the way, but it must be 
submitted to. 

Every thing is going wrong at Halifax. That cursed Senate will 
not suffer any plan of moderation. The lands, I fear will be sold as 
well as other things. The Commons passed the Bill for hiring, but 
the Senate altered it for the other and I fear this will be acceded 
to. There is a humane clause in favour of Wives and Children; and 
I have hopes it will be extended to Mothers, which will save Mrs. 
Pearson.1 

I have not time to enlarge much. All you care for above are very 
well, and Mr. Hewes will be down soon, for he is thrown out of his 
seat by being declared a Delegate, and nothing now detains him 
but his goodness in setling accounts he has no business with, and 
which no other Man is equal to.2 

Adieu! Give my love to all our Family, and your Brother and 
believe me, my dear Hannah, Ever most affectionately yours 

Jas. Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 JI's fears were somewhat exaggerated, for the law as it finally emerged 
from both houses, provided for renting rather than selling at that time the 
property of the loyalists. Moreover, the law provided, as JI had hoped, a 
provision offering relief to the parents as well as to the wives and children 
of the king's friends. Clark, State Records, XXIV, 209-214. 

2 On February 4, 1779, the General Assembly elected Hewes a delegate to 
Congress. Clark, State Records, XIII, 585. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 16th Feby. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

In the midst of a thousand  People (according to my way of 
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reckoning) I take up my pen to tell you I am and have been quite 
well since I left you, and lived very comfortably, having retired 
in the evening with Mr. Johnston and Mr. Hewes to Doctor 
Lenox's and Mr. Gray's. I very anxiously wish to hear how you 
are now, tho' I have every reason to flatter myself still better than 
when I left you, and that every day will give you more strength. 
I hope to see you sometime next week, tho' I fear it will be toward 
the last of it. [Jim?] has been miserably neglected here this 
Court. If you found yourself well enough before my return, I should 
be glad to meet you at Mrs. Dawson's, for I must go to Hertford 
Court the week after, and I could with pleasure go that way, 
expecting to see you sooner, and that it would be of advantage to 
your health. But don't go if you in the least apprehend it will be 
fatiguing to you. My object in this proposal is, the earlier recovery 
of your health. Your Brother and I go up immediately after this 
Court is over, which I suppose will be to-morrow evening. My 
tenderest wishes attend you, and I hope you will think of me often 
as Your most faithful and sincerely affectionate. 

Jas Iredell 

NB. Remember me properly at home. I have no preferable desire 
of your going to Mrs. Dawson's; but if you incline to it it will be 
equally agreeable to me. I must at any rate go home before I go 
to Hertford. God bless you. J.I. 

Your Brothers are quite well, and your Brother John's Family, 
pretty well. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Since the "9" in the dateline was indecipher- 
able, the year was determined by the references to Bertie County, of 
which Windsor was the only community of any consequence, and to Joseph 
Hewes contained in the previous letter. JI to Hannah Iredell, February 8, 
1779, above. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax, April 19th, 1779 

My Dear Hannah, 

I have just received your last, with the greatest pleasure, by Mr. 
Payne. Notwithstanding the [. . .] of my horses, I got to Booth 
the first night, but found none of the family at home. They had 
gone to Mr. Jones's. I fared, however, very well; and the next day, 
after breakfasting with the General,1 called at Occoneechy and 
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saw all your brother's family. I had the pleasure to find them all 
very well. [. . .] Mrs. Jones was very obliging and polite, and 
asked me to dinner that day and the next, but I have not had it in 
my power to go there since. Your brother is perfectly well, and 
stays constantly in town, and as Mr. Hooper lodges with us, you 
may be assured I pass my time agreeably. An odd circumstance 
happened, however, to deprive us of a very pleasant evening last 
Sunday. We had got a room to ourselves at Martin's,2 a rousing 
fire (for it was very cold), and had ordered supper, expecting to 
spend two or three happy hours together. There is a negro who 
waits at Martin's, commonly called the Parson. Mr. Hooper de- 
sired his servant to call him, and he having made a mistake, 
ushered in Dr. Pasteur.3 We were cursed with his company all the 
evening, and I a thousand times wished he had been at the devil, 
or anywhere rather than with us. I went yesterday to the Marsh, 
and returned this evening; they were all really kind, and regretted 
you had not come up with me. Business goes on very slowly, not- 
withstanding there is very little, chiefly owing to the absence of 
the Attorney-General, who minds any thing rather than his busi- 
ness.4 I have but poor prospect of money; but if I get none, I 
shall have the consolation of knowing it is not my fault. It is cer- 
tain that Congress have received very great and very good news, 
but it is yet a secret. Penn, Burke, and Whitmell Hill,5 all mem- 
bers, mention it. Peace also is suggested to be the object [....] 
W. Blount and his wife are here on their way to Virginia to be 
inoculated. Mr. Nash and Mr. Ellis are expected here to-day, 
merely to be out of the way of it, I believe. Crowds are inoculating 
in Newbern. The Assembly are to meet at Johnston Court-house 
the 26th inst., and your brother will go to it immediately after our 
court, &c. &c. &c. Very affectionately yours, 

James Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 419-420). 

1 Allen Jones of Halifax, whose rank was in the state militia. 
- Martin's Tavern in Halifax. 
:! Dr. Charles Pasteur of Halifax, later a member of the legislature, served 

as a physician to the North Carolina troops. See Clark, State Records, 
particularly Volumes XIII, XVII. 

4 This is only one of several of JI's unflattering references to Attorney 
General Waightstill Avery, who had also accepted a commission in the militia. 
See JI to Hannah Iredell, May 28, June 4, 1778, above. 

:> Whitmel Hill (b. 1743), a native of Bertie County, educated in Phila- 
delphia, returned to become a prosperous planter and the owner of several 
vessels engaged in the West Indian trade. Before being elected to a seat in 
Congress in 1778, Hill attended three provincial congresses and served as 
speaker of the state Senate. Ashe, Biographical History, III, 181-183. 
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Deposition Concerning the Enslavement of Free Negroes 

State of North Carolina 
Edenton District 
May Term 1779 
[May 7, 1779] 

James Iredell maketh oath, that he delivered to the clerk of the 
County Court of Pasquotank a Copy of the Rule made at the 
Superior Court held for the said District in November Term last 
for the Justices of the said county Court to show Cause why a 
Certiorari should not issue to bring up certain Proceedings had 
therein concerning the sale and enslaving of certain Persons 
claiming their Freedom, and that he was present at the said 
County Court at the Term held in December last, and heard the 
said Copy of the Rule read publickly in the same. 

The said Deponent also maketh Oath, that he delivered to the 
Clerk of the County Court of Perquimans a Copy of a like Rule 
made at the said November Term for the Justices of the said 
County, entered on the Records of the said Superior Court and 
was present in the said County Court at their Term in April last, 
and heard the said Copy of the Rule read publickly in the same. 

Ja. Iredell 

Sworn before the 7th. 
day of May 1779. 

Saml. Spencer J.S.C. 

MS (Edenton District Superior Court Records, 1774-1779, A&H). 

Editorial Note: The slaves in question had been freed by Quakers living 
in Pasquotank and Perquimans counties prior to an April, 1777, act of the 
General Assembly prohibiting manumission of blacks except by the county 
courts in return for outstanding public service. However, a number of the 
freedmen had been seized by local authorities arid sold for the benefit of the 
state. The Quakers obtained the assistance of William Hooper, who persuaded 
the Edenton district session of the superior court, in November, 1778, to rule 
that the 1777 law did not affect these particular Negroes since they had been 
given their freedom before the passage of the act. It was this superior court 
ruling that JI transmitted to the county courts of Pasquotank and Perquimans. 
Un-fortunately for the Quakers, the General Assembly the following January 
upheld the selling of the blacks under a 1741 act, which was similar in word- 
ing to the measure of 1777. The Quakers continued in subsequent years to 
petition for the right of manumission, but the General Assembly turned them 
down and even strengthened its statutory regulations against freeing the 
bondsmen. The Revolution, in short, brought no improvement of the lot of the 
black man in North Carolina. Clark, State Records, XIII, 660; XIX, 31, 33; 
XXIV, 14, 221, 964. 
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Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Edenton 17 May 1779 

Dear Sir 

We have received all our things safe I believe with very little 
damage. Alarming accounts are continualy brought to town but 
no body minds them now except a few weak people. Some had their 
goods brought to town yesterday and are sending them away to 
day. Mrs. Barker and Mrs. Nash packed up every thing yesterday 
even to the Pictures and looking glasses that were screwed to the 
wall and intend leaving the town. They say the British troops will 
certainly be here by Wednesday night. From whence they have 
their intelligance I do not know. Mr. Hewes and others were 
carried out late last night. That foolish fellow Badham. The 
Dismal has been set on fire some days past and the reeds make 
allmost as loud a report as a Musket. He came to town last and 
said there were large fires kindled and many guns fired out there, 
but I do not think it was any thing but his own fear. We are blamed 
for bringing our things back again but for my part I shall not be 
frightned again without more certain accounts of the danger being 
nearer. It is said they are Fortifying Portsmouth which I think 
the likelyest story. Mrs. Johnston is much better and the rest of 
her family are well. Myself and family are quite well. I came from 
Hayes this morning and shall return there again this evening and 
stay till we get the House clean'd and Cloaths washed. I expect 
to be at home Wedensday evening. Mr. Hewes had a WareHouse 
broke open last night and there have been some people taken up 
this morning. A Negroe of Mr. Paynes it is said will be Hanged. 
Two sailors were taken sleeping at the foot of my Brother's garden. 
They were about the house all night. I do not know what they have 
done. I shall order the Negroes to send Pease and Lettuce by the 
first opportunity. I shall leave this with Peter to send if he meets 
with any Body going to Edenhouse. I write in a hurry being 
obliged to get some things this evening for my Boys and to write 
to them. I had a letter from Billy by Mr. Johnston and he is so 
kind as to offer to carry the things for them. I am afraid it is too 
late to mend Nelly by example. She joins me in love to all our 
friends at Edenhouse. I am Dear Sir Your Affectionate Sister 

J. Blair 

RC   (Johnson   Papers,   A&H).   Addressed  "To  James   Iredell   Esqr.   Eden 
House." 
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Editorial note: Edentonians had learned during the second week in May 
of the landing of British troops at Portsmouth and Norfolk and their subse- 
quent occupation of Suffolk. The enemy, however, did not continue southward, 
confirming Mrs. Blair's opinion. Certainly British troops were not in the 
Dismal Swamp, whatever the explanation for the fires and the shooting of 
guns—if indeed that report was accurate. Even so, the intentions of the enemy 
were unclear, and Governor Caswell understandably informed Governor John 
Rutledge of South Carolina that "under these circumstances you can scarcely 
expect any more of our Militia to be marched to the Southward at this time." 
May 26, 1779, Clark, State Records, XIV, 100. 

Richard Caswell to James Iredell 

Kingston 26th May 1779 

Dear Sir 

I have just received your favour of the 19th.1 If Mr. McGuire 
will not accept the appointment of Attorney General it will give 
me a great pleasure to appoint you in that Station and you may 
rely on my recommending such an appointment to the Council, 
who I make no doubt will much approve the same.2 I am, with 
great respect and esteem Dr. Sir Your Most Obedient Servt. 

R. Caswell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "James Iredell, Esq. Edenton." 

1 Not found. But the tone of this letter would imply perhaps that Caswell 
or others had sounded JI out on the appointment. 

2 Avery resigned his post as attorney general on May 8, 1779, and Thomas 
McGuire declined to serve. Since the General Assembly was still in session, 
it considered making another choice, but failed to do so, possibly because a 
number of persons were placed in nomination. Clark, State Records, XIII, 752, 
754, 755, 807-808. With the approval of his council of state, Caswell issued JI 
an interim appointment, subject to final confirmation by the General Assembly 
at its fall session. Council action, July 3, 1779, Clark, State Records, XIV, 317. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Currituck June 8th. 1779 

My Dear Hannah, 

I am happy in being able to write to you. My [Motives?] have 
not been very expeditious since the first day. I got to Mr. Knox's 
between two and three excessively fatigued but not unwell. The 
next morning I rose very early, but was disappointed at Pasquo- 
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tank Ferry, Pettigrew and Capt. Sawyer being to go over also, 
which obliged me to wait some time so that I only came ten miles 
further and lay by for the heat of the day, intending to go to Court 
in the Cool of the Evening. I am as I was setting off Cumming 
arrived, and we were prevailed upon to stay all Night at Mr. [...], 
which is very near, and from whence I now write. I assure you, I 
am perfectly well, and last night made up for my want of Sleep. 
Mr. Cumming was very obliging in calling upon you. He tells me 
he laughed at you for coming out slip shod with your Eyes half 
open. I have some expectations of coming up from Camden Court, 
as I find Cumming is not prepared for the First your Brother and 
I are concerned in, but it was another (which cannot be contested) 
which he is now going upon. The other however is of such a nature 
that it cannot drop altogether, tho' I should have been very glad if 
it could have been dispatched now. Adieu! my dear Hannah. I 
have scarcely a moment to write. Give my love to your Sister and 
her Family, and believe me ever, with great truth, your perfectly 
affectionate 

Jas. Iredell 

P.S. Forgive my breaking your Commands the first day. I would 
not have done it, but I knew I could depend on my Constitution, 
and have been very careful ever since. 

J.I. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Currituck June 11th. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

This Court is now over, and I am on the point of marching 
towards Camden. I have got rather more money that I expected, 
tho' I adhered to my resolution of taking no new business. I expect 
altogether to make by it £160, including an £100 fee I am to re- 
ceive for trying to get the property of the Vessel &c. I thought 
could not be disputed adjudged to the State. I believe from the 
Circumstances of the Case the State really [. . .] entitled, and as 
the whole People are anxious for such an adjudication, I expect 
to succeed. It will deprive me however of the pleasure of seeing you 
'till after Pasquotank, as we are to come down here from Camden. 
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A Circumstance you may be assured I regret extremely. The 
Property is not very valuable, and as the fee is collected from 
Volunteers among the People, I could not ask more. I hear nothing 
more of the other, but expect the business will be set in motion 
by and by. 

I inclose you 160 Dollars. I should send more, but I have not 
received the whole of that £100 fee. I am very uneasy for fear you 
should be distressed for money, or have been. I keep my health 
perfectly well, have been succesful in two or three little things 
here contrary to my expectations, am treated with great distinc- 
tion. Cumming is good natured, and I have had plenty of Crabs, 
so that I have bumped along this time tolerably well. God grant 
I may find you in perfect health. If you have any opportunity to 
Pasquotank do not fail to write to me. You will of course give my 
love to Mrs. Blair and the children (Nelly among them) not for- 
getting my dear little Pen, and when you write over the Sound 
remember me to them there. I shall write a line to your Brother. 

I am ever thinking of you, my dear Hannah, with the greatest 
tenderness, as being in perfect [....] Your entirely faithful and 
affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Be as civil as possible to Mr. Benson, who I expect will 
deliver you this, and is a very worthy Man. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Currituck June 11th. 1779 

Dear Nelly, 

Being delayed setting off from here longer than I expected, 
and having a little leisure, I direct my attention to you, supposing 
that you would rather be attended to late than not at all, altho' I 
know you passionately love to be of the first consequence. That 
you may ever deserve to be of very considerable consequence is 
my most sincere wish, but do you imagine that the Desire will 
constitute the Desert? Believe me, no Person, let their natural 
qualifications be ever so great, or the adventitious Circumstances 
of Beauty and Fortune ever so considerable, will acquire any great 
share of Respect or Esteem without much pains and trouble, 
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because such is the Imperfection of human nature, there is a 
necessity for continual self-denial, to govern our Temper, to 
regulate our passions, and to direct Conduct. Mankind (speaking 
of the greatest part) seem formed for difficulties and disappoint- 
ments, and they who look forward to uninterrupted prospects of 
ease and satisfaction, will not only be chagrined by perpetual 
interruptions, but by having their minds indolent and relaxed, 
not be capable of enjoying the little good that is mixed with the 
greater portion of evil in the manner a firm, resigned, and less 
confident Mind would do. The latter by receiving any considerable 
pleasure without any assured expectation of it, would feel it 
greatly heightened, and the various distressing Circumstances 
of Life which in some degree assail the happiest, would lose much 
of their poignancy by not coming by surprise. I lived long in the 
World without attending to this Sentiment. Painful Experience 
has however convinced one of its Justice, and tho' I have not been 
able to adapt my conduct entirely to the precept, yet I am sure 
I have in many instances been benefited by it, and according to 
my deliberate ideas, I think scarcely any may be applied to more 
real utility; for I am persuaded this ease and indolence of Mind, 
and delusive prospects of imaginary future happiness occasion 
more misery, more repinings, more fretjulness, and a shameful 
inattention to serious and necessary occupations than any Cir- 
cumstance in Life. Palpable and avowed Vice most People of any 
Decency are free from, and it requires many seducing arts to 
corrupt a virtuous Mind in those great points they have been 
always taught to reverence. But this is a fault almost every one 
will indulge in unless great pains are taken to correct it. It is 
natural to the human Mind to think well of the future. It is 
pleasing to have in contemplation a happiness grateful to our 
Minds, as a reward for present care and anxiety. Nothing in short 
can be more agreeable than those pleasing Reveries People are 
apt to delight in, but which are so seldom realized. But the mis- 
fortune is, by expecting Pleasure we are not able to bear pain: 
by expecting affluence, we neglect a necessary provision: by flat- 
tering ourselves with constant health, we become impatient in 
Sickness. Whereas a contented and a chearful Mind, which re- 
ceives good without expecting it, evil without dreading it, is 
pleased and grateful for the former, resigned and submissive 
under the latter. Such a Mind will doubly relish all the blessings 
of life, feel less pain from the Distresses of it, and at the same time 
that they sustain their part with dignity and reputation, they have 
an equal  chance for happiness arising from adventitious Cir- 
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cumstances with other People, and their mental enjoyment of 
those Circumstances (no inconsiderable part of happiness) will 
be infinitely greater. Thus, my dear Nelly, I have preached you 
a Sermon. I did it accidentally and unpremeditatedly, for it is 
a long time since I have written to you in such a stile, as I thought 
it to no purpose to throw away time in Instructions that were not 
regarded. The word Instruction, I know, sounds harshly to a 
young ear, and permit me to add, a vain one, but I have myself 
(I candidly confess it) suffered so much in a thousand circum- 
stances from the uninstructed giddiness of youth that I feel the 
most painful apprehensions for any young Person I regard. 
Happy should I have been had I continued longer under some 
authoritative decision, whence I could have received friendly and 
severe admonition. But by being too soon (what you would think 
a great felicity) my own Master, I lost many advantages, and 
suffered many Inconveniences, which I frequently think of with 
regret. Be then, my dear Nelly, no longer that giddy, thoughtless, 
opinionative Girl you have too long been. Make your Mamma and 
all your Friends happy by such an alteration of your Conduct 
as is necessary for your own happiness. Consider, a whole life is 
not to be passed in frolic and dissipation, and if it is attempted, 
it will probably end in misery God forbid. I should wish to check 
that charming chearfulness of Disposition you possess, and which 
if kept within proper bounds would appear so amiable. May you 
enjoy every amusement suited to your Age, and may you always 
have many light and gay hours mixed with serious ones. But for 
God's sake, make not amusement the business of your life. Let 
not Time, you might so admirably improve, pass away in trifling 
insipidity. Let your Mind sometimes receive useful and agreeable 
Instruction, and your hands be employed in the pleasing task of 
not only serving yourself, but assisting your Mamma, your 
Brothers and your Sister. By such a Conduct you will be more 
amiable, more happy, and all who know you will respect and love 
you. You will lose no one satisfaction you at present possess, but 
have it infinitely heightened: You will lose many painful moments 
you must now feel and many occasions of regret you cannot be 
insensible to. Will it be any addition to all these motives, that you 
will afford me the great satisfaction, whose desire of contributing 
to your happiness is extremely great, and who will ever promote 
it, whatever your situation or whatever your conduct may be to 
the utmost of my power? Oh! my dear Nelly, attend to what I say 
to you. I have been by degrees drawn to speak more affectingly 
on this subject than I had any expectations of when I begun. And 
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I believe I should not have wrote on the subject at all if you had 
not lately intimated that you wished it from me. May you receive 
it kindly, and consider it with Care! No Time is to be lost. You are 
far advancing into life, and the future fate of it will very much 
depend upon your present and almost your immediate conduct. 
Adieu! My dear Nelly. Noboby's heart beats with more warmth 
for your welfare than that of Your truly affectionate Uncle. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Camden1 June 14th. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you a line the other day from Currituck by Mr. Benson, 
who was to have gone along yesterday, but I have heard nothing 
of him. We came that evening to one Mr. Williams's about ten 
miles from the Courthouse, who married a Relation of Mr. Cum- 
ming's, that is really a very clever Woman. After being hospitably 
entertained there we dined the next day at Col. Lamb's2 by Invita- 
tion, in a very agreeable manner, and came in the evening to Genl. 
Gregory's,3 where I still am. From all these, and from many more 
we have experienced every civility, and the kindest endeavours 
to make our time pass away agreeably. It does in some measure, 
but I am constantly thinking of home, and wishing for the time 
that is to carry me there. I am still more impatient because I 
don't expect to go home well loaded with money. Taverns are 
dreadfully expensive, and had it not been for some very unexpected 
business that arose I should have been badly off. O! what curse 
is Poverty! I feel mine still more severely, because you must 
participate [in] it with me. Could I charge myself with any crim- 
inal Indolence, I should be doubly miserable, but I think I am 
only blameable for carelessness and profusion. They are indeed 
great faults, where they may occasion much unhappiness, but I 
know I am far less guilty now than I have been, and that I endeav- 
our at all times to be as little so as possible. In this respect I feel 
the ill consequence of being sent too young into life under my own 
direction, without a kind Friend who had authority to controul 
me. Nevertheless I must now remedy this Disadvantage as much 
as possible, and I am determined to use my utmost efforts. Reflec- 
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tions of this kind often distress me, but I must endeavour to bear 
them with fortitude, and act in the present situation of things the 
best part possible. I could be perfectly easy were I to suffer alone; 
but I can't bear the thoughts of your suffering with me, and my 
knowledge of the generosity which will induce you to disregard 
it, makes the thought still more affecting. (Forgive my indulging 
these gloomy ideas. I have had no particular cause for .them, but 
the general one is too well grounded, and as I have time enough 
now for every reflection, painful ones will frequently arise.) As 
I did not set off so soon from Currituck Courthouse as I expected 
I had time to write a letter to Nelly. I believe I should not have 
done it but some time ago she asked me to give her such directions 
for her conduct as I thought proper, and assured me she would 
endeavour to follow them. I had little reliance on the promise, but 
I thought I would throw away a little more time on the subject. 
I addressed her in very strong terms on the subject of Industry 
and Disipation. God knows whether it may have any effect. I 
rather fear the contrary, but my anxiety for her welfare urges me 
to every possible trial to reclaim her from the wretched and 
injurious manner in which she spends her time. Could I see a 
reformation in this respect I should have strong hopes of it in 
others, but so long as she trifles in the miserable manner she has 
for a long time done, her other faults, I am sure, will strengthen 
every day. It will be almost an unavoidable effect. Idleness has 
more than negative ill consequences, for while the general habit 
of the Mind is exceptionable, its particular Conduct will certainly 
be in some degree so, and we will know that Faults are progres- 
sive, and one Indulgence leads on to another so that by and by the 
effects of this sort of Conduct may be what I tremble to think on. 
How happy would it make me could Nelly, by any means, be 
brought to a proper sense of these things, and to act under their 
persuasion! Her present behaviour, and fears for the consequences 
of it, give me more real uneasiness than any thing in the world 
besides. I am sure, as long as I live, all your Sister's children shall 
meet with every degree of affection and friendship I can show 
them, and I wish, with the most passionate ardour, that every 
endeavour may be made on their part to co-operate with their 
Friends desire to serve them. I know what reason you have to be 
offended with Nelly, and that it is painful to use mere exertions 
with a Person whose Conduct has really been so ungrateful, but 
if you find her at all moved by my letter, I wish you would try a 
little soothing persuasion. Possibly it may have more effect. At 
any rate it will be only throwing away a little more time and 
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trouble, which may be generously expended with the chance of 
offering some good. God grant the trial, if made, may be 
successful! 

Pettigrew has been down here for near a fortnight, preaching 
to the People at many different places, and acquiring the Charac- 
ter of an Apostle. The Women admire him so much that if he was 
not married, he might preach on the subject of divine love (with 
a glance at the human) to much more purpose than he did at 
Edenton. 

My dear Hannah I must bid you adieu! It is at all times painful 
to do so even in a letter. I hope to have the happiness of seeing you 
about the middle of next Week. I regret extremely it cannot be 
sooner but you may be assured I will hasten to you with all possible 
expedition. In the mean time remember me with all the warmth 
of regard you know I feel to your Sister and her Family, your 
Brother's and Mrs Dawson's, and believe me Most faithfully and 
affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 

1 The community of Camden, the seat of Camden County, which was formed 
from Pasquotank County in 1777. In 1792 the town was incorporated as 
Jonesborough. 

2 Gideon Lamb served actively in the Revolutionary War campaigns in the 
South and was earlier a member of several provincial congresses. 

3 General Isaac Gregory, a veteran militia officer, fought at the Battle of 
Camden, South Carolina, and later held a variety of public offices in Pasquo- 
tank County. 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Finian, June 15th, 1779 

I know not, my dear Sir, whether this will find you in the state 
militant or civil, whether drawn up at Pasquotank County Court in 
single combat with the Currituck hero, or clothed with the rage 
of patriotic ardor, marching with the embattled squadrons of 
Chowan against the doughty Goodrich. Wheresoever it find you, 
All hail! 

I have been very uneasy since I learnt that the landing of the 
British troops in Virginia had suggested the removal of the women 
and children from Edenton as a prudential precaution. It evinces 
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the incapacity of the Virginians to make a stand against a very 
inferior force, and is an unfailing earnest of what may be expected 
from ourselves in the day of trial. How miserably have we been 
deceived in our own internal resources. Return to the continent 
the troops which the French have drawn from it to the West Indies 
by their naval operations there, and our Independence would be 
of short duration. Fourteen hundred troops shaking the Dominion 
of Virginia to the centre—they who boasted that they could singly 
maintain the contest with Great Britain; and that if the rest of 
the continent had not virtue and firmness to secure their freedom 
and independence, that they would conquer for them, and have the 
merit of becoming their benefactors. 

I begin to think that the South Carolinans have more stuff in 
them than old Gen. Armstrong1 was willing to give them. They 
discover as yet no want of personal prowess; like the animal 
spirits of a warm climate, I hope however that their heat may not 
exhaust their strength, and leave victory to be gathered by those 
who fit exertions to occasions and husband themselves for a 
distant day. 

I am convinced that the force which now opposes them might 
spread terror in Virginia, and deal out law from the very capitol 
of that Dominion. The petty Captain of a tender has exercised 
his private resentment to the prejudice of the subjects of that 
State, and has proved how little desirable that Government is 
which suffers itself to be insulted with perfect impunity by 
banditti. 

I am by no means apprehensive for the independence of 
America. The present conduct of Great Britain proves its despair; 
these burnings and ravages are the convulsive agonies of expiring 
power; and as, in the natural body, they are more violent and con- 
tinued in proportion to the former strength of the corporeal 
system, so we have reason to expect that the most important 
Kingdom upon earth will not be dismembered without giving a 
most violent shock to the limb which is to be severed from it; 
leaving it in such a state of weakness, as will require a series of 
time to renovate and relieve the want of vigor it occasions. To hand 
us over to France in a situation that may make us a boon not 
worthy their acceptance! Strange infatuation! Is not this to 
alienate us for ever from any connection with themselves and 
wantonly to give away, what alone remained within their reach, 
a common share in our trade with the rest of mankind—but I 
drop the painful subject—it is painful to observe the dissolution 
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of our friends, but inexpressibly so to find them surviving their 
reputation. 

I hope Mrs. Iredell and your worthy sister, Miss Nelly, and 
the rest of the family, are perfectly relieved from any apprehen- 
sions of the approach of the Virginia Bloody-bones, Goodrich. 
You remember what you and Mr. Johnston have always said when 
I expressed my fears for Wilmington—Cui bono? What could the 
enemy get by it? To rob the pine trees, and bear away the sand- 
hills? How ill we apply sayings when they show our own weak 
side and fit ourselves—but I forgive you, local prejudices are 
unaccountably strong, and I have heard of a man in New England, 
who in his prayers always thanked Heaven that he lived on Cape 
Cod (the desert of God's deserted work). 

I must beg leave to refer you to a Mr. Henderson of your place, 
lately from South Carolina, and to a scrawl which accompanies 
this to Mr. Johnston for matters in that quarter, and must occupy 
the rest of my paper in soliciting you to present Mrs. Hooper's 
and my best respects to Mrs. Iredell, Mrs. Blair, Miss Nelly and 
Miss Peggy, and believe me ever, Dear Iredell, Yours Faithfully, 

Wm. Hooper 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 426-428). 

1 John Armstrong of Surry County, appointed a colonel in the state forces 
at the beginning of the Revolutionary War, was elected by Congress a briga- 
dier general in the Continental army in 1776. He was ordered to command 
all Continental troops in South Carolina, but under the direction of General 
Charles Lee, whom Congress had picked to head the newly created Southern 
Department. Arriving in Charleston, Armstrong found not a "single soldier 
of that colony on the Continental establishment." Rankin, N.C. Continentals, 
67. This experience may explain in part what Hooper considered to be Arm- 
strong's unflattering view of the South Carolinians. Later Armstrong served 
with North Carolina Continentals in the northern states and then saw further 
action in the southern campaigns. See Clark, State Records, especially 
Volumes X, XV-XVI. 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Edenton July 4th. 1779 

My dear Nelly, 

I should have received your letter with infinite pleasure, if I 
had not received it at a time when I was incapable of all pleasure, 
the poor little Boy's life then hanging suspended on a thread, and 
a short time after he expired.1 Never have I been Witness to a more 
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affecting or more unhappy instance of human Mortality. So 
suddenly brought about. So dreadful! So shocking in itself! Your 
Uncle and Aunt are indeed deeply to be felt for. The loss of so 
lovely a child is one of the most calamitous that can be sustained. 
In vain may Fortitude and Philosophy exert itself. The recollection 
of a thousand pleasing actions (now never to be seen again) will 
imprint the bitterest sorrow, and give rise to the most terrible 
grief. To dwell on the lovely object, to talk of him, to lament [his] 
loss—now and then perhaps to intermix a thought about [his 
own felecity]—these are the only alleviations they can be for a 
[long time] sensible of. And how dreadful must be that Misfor- 
tu [ne which] can only admit of ease by preying on itself, and 
continuaply recalling] it to mind! 

0! my dear Nelly, when life is so [precarious] when we have 
scarcely a moment's security for any of our Friends' stay with 
us, how much should we cherish the Connexion while it actually 
subsists, and endeavour by mutual good Offices to make ourselves 
as useful and amiable as possible, by that means affording our 
Condition all the advantages of which it is capable. The desire too 
of being remembered, when we are gone, by those we leave behind, 
with affection and esteem, ought surely with every generous 
Mind, to be a powerful Inducement to such a tenor of Conduct as 
is likely to insure it. Nothing can be more animating for such a 
purpose than a beautiful Motto in Mrs. Dawson's Grave-Yard, 
with which I was very much pleased. 

Vivit post ficnera Me, quern Virtus non Marmor [in] aetemum 
sacrat." 

In English: "He lives after death, whom Virtue not [marble] 
consecrates to eternal Fame." 

Your receiving so kindly admonitions, friendly but severe, 
[gives me a] most sincere satisfaction. It is more than I expected 
or hoped [but feeling] for you the most tender affection, and 
having extreme [anxiety for] your future welfare, I was prompted 
to express to you the strong feelings of a heart deeply apprehen- 
sive for it. Happy I indeed am that you not only pardon my 
freedom, but are pleased with it, and assure me of its having had 
some good Effects. Let me beg you, my dear Nelly, by every thing 
dear and sacred, to persevere to this charming disposition, by 
which you will not only secure your own felicity (as much at least 
as the general imperfection of human nature, and your particular 
situation will admit of) but contribute greatly towards that of 
your Friends. Of mine, I assure you, you will most essentially and 
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I promise you, after a short experience, you will look back with 
wonder and regret on the time you have imprudently disipated 
and neglected. 

I am persuaded you must pass your time [very] agreeably with 
your Cousin. It would be, I think, a great [. ..] to you both, to form 
an intimate and enduring [....] The near Relation you bear to 
each other, and your equality of age seem naturally to suggest it. 
You, I am sure continually [. . .] benefited by it. The amiable 
gentleness of your Cousin's [disposition] would tend to soften 
the ruggedness of yours ([forgive the] roughness of the expres- 
sion) and perhaps she might be improved by losing a little of that 
softness which tho' extremely amiable, is in her rather possessed 
to an excess.2 May you both long live, amiable, respected, and 
happy! beloved by your Friends and by each other esteemed and 
admired by all! I have never doubted this happy Consequence 
as to your Cousin, and be assured, my dear Nelly, I am extremely 
happy in saying, that I now entertain sanguine hopes for you. 
God grant you may not suffer me to be disappointed. 

I cannot always write you Sheets, and as I am going to Tyrrel 
to morrow, and the unhappy funeral is to day, I have no time to 
add more than to desire you will mention me in a very affectionate 
manner to Mrs. Dawson and your Cousin, [and] present my 
Compliments to Miss Gracey, believing me ever, [and] at present 
on account of your encouraging letter with [additional] satisfaction, 
my dear Nelly, your most affectionate Uncle. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Bracketed words taken from McRee, Iredell, 
I, 428-430 

1 Samuel Johnston's son, William Cathcart Johnston, was slightly over 
nine months old at the time of his death. Johnston Family Bible, Hayes 
Plantation, Edenton. 

2 The reference is to Helen Blair's cousin Penelope Dawson, daughter of 
Mrs. Penelope Dawson of Eden House. 

Jean Blair to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Edenton 5th July 1779 

My Dear Nelly 

111 health and other accidents have prevented my writing to 
you since you went over but tho I have not wrote I have been more 
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anxious about you than I dare say (if, judge from your behaviour) 
you ever were about me in your life. I know what confusion your 
Aunt occasions where ever she is when but little ails her children 
and as the event has shown that her fears were too well founded 
on the present occasion. I expected you would all be laid up with 
the same disorder as you must be a good deal confined in that hot 
room and much disturbed in the night and you have not the least 
prudence. Whatever is agreeable to you you think is good for 
you and I expected you would fly from the heat into the open air 
till you were sick. 

The distress of your Uncle's family has prevented me from 
going to Dukinfield so soon as I intended and at present your 
Sister is unwell with an inflamation in one of her eyes and a rising 
under her ear for which Doctr. Pembrum attends her. He is trying 
to prevent it coming to a head. As soon as she is better if the rest 
of us continue well I purpose being over if I can get a passage. I 
hope to be at Dukinfield on Friday Morning. I fear I shall hear 
but a bad account of your behaviour to Mrs. Pearson. Your rest- 
less tongue and unguarded manner makes me uneasy whenever 
you are out of my sight. I did not mention your Sister's ill health 
as a matter you would care for but as it prevented my going over 
the sound, for I have not forgot your wishing never to hear from 
her or see her and had determined never to say a word about her 
to you. Your Uncle Sam is very unwell. I have not seen your 
Aunt since she came over. Your Aunt Iredell is at Hayes. She 
went over as soon as she heard of their return and had your poor 
little Cousin in her Arms when he died. They sent for me and 
desired I would take the Direction of his Funeral and I had him 
Buried yesterday afternoon. Your Uncle Iredell is gone to Tyrell 
but has left a letter for you which you will get with this. Mrs. 
Littlejohn has got a Daughter. 

Mrs. Johnson has not yet delivered. Capt. Evans they say has 
taken two english Prizes which is the occasion of the Guns you 
may have heard this afternoon. I am very far from being well. 
Indeed, I do not expect to enjoy perfect health again in this world. 
My regard for my children and the uneasyness some of them 
occasion me by their undutiful return of that regard I believe 
justified] with as much as any thing. I do not my dear [. . .] or 
mean to upbraid you. If you [. . .] yourself to yourself I am satis- 
fied and feel much tenderness for you when you are absent, [no?] 
desire to make you uneasy. If you should be sick let me know 
immediately. Mr Hewes is not yet gone but I believe setts out 
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tomorrow. Remember me kindly to Mrs. Dawson, Your cousin 
and Miss Gracy and believe me My Dear Girl Your truly affection- 
ate Mother 

J. Blair 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair Eden House." 

Temporary Commission as Attorney General 

[July 8,1779] 

State of North Carolina 

To James Iredell Esquire, Greeting 

Out of the Assurance We have of Your Integrity Abilities Fidelity 
and knowledge in the Law We do by these Presents Constitute 
and appoint You the said James Iredell Attorney General for the 
State until the end of the next Session of the General Assembly. 
To hold exercise and enjoy the said Office of Attorney General, 
with all and singular the Powers and Authorities, Fees Privileges 
and Salaries thereto belonging or appertaining as fully and as 
Amply as the Attorney General for the State can may or ought 
to hold exercise and enjoy the same consistent with the Con- 
stitution and the Laws of the State. Witness Richard Caswell 
Esquire—Governor Captain General and Commander in Chief 
under his Hand and the Great Seal of the State at Kingston the 
8th. day of July 1779. And in the fourth Year of our Independence. 

Rd Caswell 

MS (Johnson Papers, A&H). JFs endorsement: "My temporary Commission 
of Attorney General from the Governor 1779." Later at the September, 1779, 
term of the superior court for the Salisbury district, the clerk recorded on 
the back of JI's commission: "It is hereby certified that James Iredell Esq: 
took the Oath prescribed by Law for the Qualification of public Officers and 
an Oath of Office as Attorney General of said State agreeable to the Within 
Commission. H [enry] Giffard." 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Edenton July 9th 1779 

My dear Nelly, 

As I shall ever be attentive to your desires, when you discover 
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such a disposition as has lately given me so much pleasure, your 
Mamma having told me that you wished me to write to you, I 
embrace the first leisure moment I have had since my return from 
Tyrrel, but as I have been ever since with the unhappy Family 
at Hayes, whose situation requires the most affectionate attention 
and sympathy, I have it little in my power at present to satisfy 
your thirst after News. Indeed the distress of my own mind for 
so unexpected and dreadful a calamity is still too constant and 
severe to admit of Gaiety enough for such a task. I have heard 
however not a syllable of news but of two insipid Weddings, one 
of Miss Charity Bond1 yesterday married to one Roberts, the 
other of a Person whose name I have forgot, but will enquire and 
let you know presently, shortly to be married to Henry Bond. 
These, I believe, are at present the only objects of News upon 
which the slight Retailers of it can memoriate. Things of more 
consequence seem to hang in awful suspence. The operations of 
War are rather menacing than active, and the prospect of peace 
more gloomy than could be wished for tho' it is not altogether 
out of sight. I do not despair however of yet one day seeing it and 
upon terms honorable and satisfactory. 

I saw your Uncle John at Tyrrel. He looked very well, and was 
tolerably so, notwithstanding he had been sometime ago extremely 
ill. He had a constant fever for a whole week, and was so bad as 
to be obliged to have recourse to blisters. He imputed the Cause 
of it to an Accident that had like to have killed him and two of 
his Children. His Brother in Law, Billy Williams,2 had been 
lately married to a Daughter of his Uncle Solomon's,3 and your 
Uncle and his Family were going to pay them a Visit. In crossing 
a Gut4 that had very deep water where there used to be a bridge, 
the bridge having given way, and the pieces being afloat, your 
Uncle's horse, his little Girl being before him and Sammy behind, 
fell in, and the horse having thrown him off and bearing him 
down, he was obliged to let poor little Annie go, and throw her 
from him. The horse however in struggling by and by gave him 
an opportunity of disengaging himself, and he instantly went 
to the relief of his poor Girl and caught her in his arms. But the 
Horse again throwing him down, he was obliged to let her go, 
and so a third time, she sinking whenever this unhappy necessity 
arose. He did however at last by good fortune get himself dis- 
engaged altogether, and then was able to carry her off, the water 
tho' being almost up to his chin, and he extremely exhausted, but 
by this time she had no appearance of sense or motion, and seemed 
as if quite dead. Very happily, the fresh air in a little time not 
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only revived her, but she sustained no ill consequence from all 
this, but a little hurt she had received against a stump, and which 
soon got well. As to poor Sam, your Uncle says he knows not how 
he got out. He looked for him and saw him once struggling under 
the water when he could give him no relief, and afterwards, 
before he himself got clear, had the satisfaction to see him safe 
on the bank. Think what must have been your Aunt's situation 
who was present at this whole scene, she being just behind them 
in a Chair. All his Family are now perfectly well, and Sammy 
made very happy by a little horse your Uncle has purchased for 
him. 

Your Uncle and Aunt at Hayes are really in a most distressed 
Condition. Their unhappiness for the loss of the lovely Infant 
is continually aggravated by reflexions they make on themselves 
for carrying him over at the time they did, or bringing him back 
when his disorder was so far advanced. And tho' when People's 
intentions are for the best, they cannot be answerable for un- 
foreseen Events, yet distress from such Causes is unavoidable, 
and I am afraid theirs will long bear heavy upon them. Your Aunt 
Iredell is constantly with them. The healths of all are tolerable, 
except that your Uncle is frequently plagued with the head-ach, 
and Miss Peggy with the tooth ach. Your Mamma and Brother 
and Sister are quite well. 

You will not fail to mention me with all the affection and regard 
you know I feel to Mrs. Dawson and your Cousin, and present 
my Compliments to Miss Gracey, assuring yourself of my being, 
with great sincerity, my dear Nelly, your very affectionate Uncle 

Jas. Iredell 

P.S. The name of the forgotten Bride is no other than Sally Wyatt, 
and you are to take notice. I have just received information that 
Miss Mar[sh?] is to be married to some unknown somebody 
tonight. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Miss Blair Eden House." 

1 Charity Bond was the daughter of William Bond, who in 1772 provided in 
his will that, if his daughter died without issue, his property should go to 
St. Paul's Parish for the establishment of a school. However, Charity, who 
married twice, left descendants. Chowan County Wills, Book A, 305, A&H; 
North Carolina Historical and Genealogical Register, I (April, 1900), 251, II 
(April, 1901), 269. 

2 William Williams, member of the provincial congresses and the state 
legislature, was also colonel of the Martin County militia. 
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3 Solomon Johnston, if in fact he was an uncle of John and Samuel John- 
ston, is a shadowy figure, mentioned only once in Saunders, Colonial Records, 
IV, 363, regarding a land transaction. 

4 A gut, a ravine. 

James Iredell to Richard Caswell 

Edenton, July 17th, 1779 

Sir: 

I have had the honor to receive a Commission from your Excel- 
lency appointing me Attorney Genl. for this State, and desire to 
express my best thanks for the kindness and confidence which 
induced it. I shall endeavor to apply myself to the discharge of the 
duties of that office with an assiduity and attention equal to its 
importance, and, whether in that capacity or any other, shall ever 
feel the warmest and most affectionate zeal for the welfare and 
prosperity of a Country to which I am attached by the strongest 
possible ties—those of public duty, private felicity and gratitude 
—excited by the most honorable and animating obligations, the 
repeated expressions of a virtuous people's confidence. A large 
share of this gratitude is due to you, Sir, for the uniform kindness 
you have pleased to shew me, and particularly for this last mark 
of it, of which I am extremely sensible, and I take the liberty to 
request your Excellency that you will be so obliging as to make my 
acknowledgments in the most respectful manner to the Gentle- 
men of the Council for the concern they had in it. I am, with great 
respect, Sir, Your Excellency's mo. humbl. and mo. ob. Serv't, 

Jas. Iredell 

Tr (Caswell Executive Letter Books, A&H). Copy in unidentified hand. 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Finian, August 15th, 1779 

My Dear Sir 

Your kind favor announcing your intention to succeed to the 
honors and emoluments of the late Attorney-General, afforded me 
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an unexpected pleasure. When at the last Assembly, I heard of 
Avery's resignation, I confess I thought there was a possibility of 
your being prevailed on to accept the appointment. I hinted my 
wishes to Mr. Johnston, who doubted as to the prudence of your 
accepting an employment when the pay depended upon the suf- 
frages of a capricious Assembly, who exhibit upon every occasion 
such signal proofs of ingratitude to public merit. Since I came 
home, at the Wilmington Superior Court I proposed to Judge 
Ashe to mention you to Governor Caswell in case Mr. McGuyre 
declined. He doubted about it, not that he did not earnestly wish 
the event, but because he despaired of your encumbering yourself 
with an office, the duties of which were burdensome, and which 
would draw you from home half the year. These doubts are sur- 
mounted, and I have the happiness to assure you that the leading 
characters in this part of the country speak of you as a capital ac- 
quisition to our Courts, and exult that there is now a prospect of 
offenders being brought to due punishment, without the passions 
of party or the prejudices or passions of individuals swaying the 
prosecution. S. Ashe seems perfectly unaffected in his satisfaction, 
and I, my dear friend, if I have directly or indirectly influenced 
your determination, have much cause of triumph. I shall have one 
at least that I can humanize with, and he is an extravagant 
dog that asks more than one rational companion at a back country 
Court. But now the ardua officii. S. Ashe says that the presence of 
an Attorney General will be absolutely necessary at Salisbury; 
and that many prosecutions hang suspended. I earnestly wish to 
meet you there, for I am under engagements that irresistibly draw 
me thither. The session will be pleasant, and it will I think operate 
so much to your advantage at a future Assembly, when it may be 
necessary to hold a candle to the great men of the West to show 
them the way to their Pure Springs—that I beg leave to hope it. 
Mrs. Iredell must forgive me; it is the last time I will thus tres- 
pass. It will probably save you from a severe drubbing from a de- 
testable fever, the necessary and natural production of your 
execrable air at this season. Yes, my dear sir, sincerely do I sym- 
pathize in the afflictions of our worthy friend. If the undeserved 
misfortunes of this life are not to be compensated in another world, 
we have been created for a cruel purpose. If the thunders of heaven 
were always levelled at the rascally part of creation, I fancy we 
should have much less repining at the ways of Providence, and of 
course much less sin. But this is speculating in the dark. I adore 
in humble gratitude the dispensations of the God that made me, 
and whilst in a state of perfect composure from pain, when neither 



THE PAPERS OF JAMES IREDELL 103 

I nor my friends feel the lash of human woe, I can philosophize 
with as much pious firmness as ever animated St. Austin or any 
of the holy fraternity, and cry out, that all is for the best, and that 
whatever is is right. But bring it to myself. Let a brother leave 
his house early in the morning—his wife in bed, a sweet infant 
smiling at her breast with all the glow of health and innocence— 
let him be alarmed in a few minutes with The child is dead—over- 
laid by his mother'—God! who can paint the agony when she 
awoke? She remembers the last kiss she gave it, the sweets of it 
still dwell upon her lips. She hugs a lifeless corse.1 This is the 
faithful recital of what lately happened in George Hooper's family. 
And how little does the calamity of our friend Johnston fall short 
of this? It was a heavenly babe. It had the whole force of parental 
affection poured upon it. Strength, health and beauty seemed to 
have been bestowed upon it in the greatest degree, that its death 
might be the less expected, and the disappointment the more 
pungent. These are the trying ordeals of human philosophy—here 
the pincer tears and blood must follow. For my own part I am a 
man, and feel like one. I despise the cant of divines, and the pride 
and hypocrisy of the schools. There is a luxury in woe, and I ever 
suspected a man's heart that was above indulging it. Would to 
heaven that I could minister to the consolation of my friend and 
his family, but the effort would be vain. He has all the philosophy 
that a good man ought to have, and as far as that ought to avail 
him he will draw it forth. He has all the religion that a wise man 
ought to have, and will lean upon it as far as it ought to support 
him. He has a large portion of human feeling, and happily for us, 
sorrow grows languid by exercise—time and change of objects 
are the only effectual cure. I shall write Mr. Johnston shortly—in 
the mean time remember me in the most affectionate manner to 
him, Mrs. Johnston, Miss Cathcart, and the remainder of his dear 
little family. I have scarce left room to assure your good family 
how gratefully and respectfully I hold them in remembrance. 
Pray offer my kind regards to Mrs. Blair, Mrs. Iredell and Miss 
Nelly—they must forgive me when I earnestly regret that the 
residence of so many amiable and worthy people has been pitched 
in so unhealthy a country. May you and they be sheltered from its 
effects, and be happy. Adieu! Yours truly, 

Wm. Hooper 

Mrs. Hooper asks why she is forgot in her proper place. No one, 
she says, wishes more earnestly to be thought kindly of by you and 
your family, and hopes to be mentioned to them with regard. She 
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flatters herself with another hop at the next Court with the new 
Attorney-General. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, 1,430-432). 

1 A now obsolete form of corpse. 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Edenton Aug. 24th. 1779 

My dear Nelly, 

Having had a long letter to write to your Uncle, and being a 
good deal engaged to day, I have little more in my power at 
present than to congratulate you on the good share of health you 
enjoy, and express the pleasure it affords me. We have suffered 
indeed a great deal of painful anxiety about you and the rest of 
our Friends, which happily now is in a great measure removed. 
I am in doubt about the validity of your excuse for not writing to 
me, want of time, as your Uncle wrote the day before, however 
that day you might be excusable, for I suppose you and Miss 
Lenox were under some fascinating charm while an unseen Di- 
vinity stole away your Cloaths. Neptune was very unkind to be 
so negligent at your first visit, but Cupid perhaps shot even that 
boisterous god, and furnished an opportunity for some little mis- 
chievous Devil under him to torment you. 

I beg you to make my Compliments to Miss Lenox, and after 
proper condolence for her misfortune, request her to take good 
care of her health, and make full use of the air and exercise she 
enjoys. Give half a dozen kisses for me to Penny and Gaby, whom 
I wish most anxiously to see, and often think of, and excuse the 
abruptness with which I now conclude myself, my dear Nelly. 
Your ever affectionate Uncle. 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Your Aunt acknowledges her Debt, and promises to dis- 
charge it with Interest—but when is the question. She desires 
however to be very affectionately remembered to you. 

J.I. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair." 
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James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Edenton Aug. 29th. 1779 

My dear Nelly, 

Having been so long accustomed to my Correspondence, I sup- 
pose you claim the continuance of it as a matter of right, and that 
whether I have any thing or nothing to say, I should with equal 
eagerness embrace all occasions of writing to you. You have in- 
deed some reason for this, for as I feel great affection and anxiety 
about you, my own pleasure solicits this indulgence of secondary 
Conversation, in absence of the principal, and I do it now with 
great additional satisfaction, as I form the most charming hopes 
of you. Suffer me to say, my dear Nelly, that you are really in 
general much altered for the better, that your Aunt perceives it, 
your Mamma acknowledges it, and we all, I was going to say, glory 
in it. It is however the source of many a heartfelt Joy. God grant 
you may not check, but greatly cherish these delightful feelings. 
Your present situation is of great advantage to you. Not only 
health, but an additional strength of mind I hope will be the con- 
sequence of it. You now, I flatter myself, begin to perceive, that 
there are purer pleasures than those attending flutter and dis- 
sipation, and that in order to pass through life with ease, it is 
necessary to consult rather the general tenor of its Satisfaction, 
than the loose and fluctuating enjoyment of one moment out of 
twenty. I have not time to add much. Your Mamma, I suppose, 
will write you all the News. Your Cousin Penny, as well as all 
Mrs. Dawson's Family, except Billy, has been very sick, but is a 
great deal better. 

Your Aunt Iredell desires to be most affectionately remembered 
to you, and I am, my dear Nelly, very truly, your affectionate 
Uncle. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed to "Miss Blair." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax Sept. 6. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you a line from Mr. Charlton's,1 immediately after 
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which I proceeded and got to your Brother's about 2 o'clock. He 
had left home about an hour before to go to Northampton Court. 
I staid at Mrs. Granbery's2 that night (the last) and this morning 
overtook him at Bryan's ordinary. He is much better than usual 
and his Family very well. He intends sending for the Boys as soon 
as possible. Nothing makes it inconvenient but the poverty of his 
horses, owing to the scarcity of corn. He intends however, with 
his usual goodness, to send Cart and all. I am but this moment 
come here, and found Dr. Williamson3 at dinner by when I scribble 
this. He is going a little way in the Country and will be here again 
in two days, he says, then to set off for Edenton. But I think it best 
to write now for fear of accidents. You must excuse a haste that is 
unavoidable. I continue perfectly well, and hope you will do so. 
God bless you! I am obliged immediately to tell you that I am 
truly Ever yours. 

Jas Iredell 

Love to your [....] 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton. By [favor] 
of Dr. Williamson." 

1 Not found. JI had recently set off from Edenton on his long journey to 
attend the six sessions of the fall term of the superior courts, beginning late 
in September at Salisbury and concluding in December at Wilmington. As the 
state's chief prosecutor, it was necessary for him to be in attendance along 
with the three state judges, with whom he frequently rode from court town 
to court town. 

2 The Granberys are difficult to unscramble. But she was probably "Mary 
Granbury, wife of William." North Carolina Historical and Genea- 
logical Register, III (July, 1902), 449. 

:5 Hugh Williamson (1735-1819) had settled in Edenton in 1777 after grad- 
uating from the College of Philadelphia and studying medicine in London and 
Edinburgh. Besides serving as surgeon general of the North Carolina troops, 
he operated a profitable mercantile business. His political career in Congress 
and at the Federal Convention will be noted later. DAB, XX, 298-300. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax 6 Sept. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I arrived here to day about 2 o'clock, and found Dr. Williamson 
here, by whom I wrote a very hasty line as he proposed going in 
two days, tho' in the mean time called out of Town. I have since 
found Mr. Gilchrist goes tomorrow, and therefore write by him. 
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Your Brother had set off about an hour before I was at his house 
for Northampton Court, and tho' I was at Mrs. Granbery's last 
night I did not overtake him till this morning. He and his Family 
are very well, at least himself much better than usual, all the rest 
perfectly well. He intends sending for the Boys, tho' his Horses 
are very poor, and sending his last also. I have lost no time since 
I left home, and intend to be equally expeditious. I thank God I 
have my health perfectly well, and no other anxiety but about 
you on whom my thoughts and tenderest attentions are ever 
fixed. For God's sake think of me as I will truly deserve, and take 
the best care of yourself in ever respect, as I again assure you I 
am and ever will be, my dearest Hannah, Your most faithful and 
most affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S.    You will remember me very affectly. to your Sister &c. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

Editorial Note: Here is the first of a series of references extending over 
the next three months to serious marital trouble between James and Hannah 
Iredell. Unfortunately, the correspondence is one-sided, for there are no 
surviving letters for this period from Hannah to JI. But there are enough 
comments on the content of her missives to engage in some speculation, 
however tenuous, about the nature of the difficulty. The editor invites the 
reader to engage in his own speculation—after reading JFs letters of Septem- 
ber 7, 9, October 1, November 21, 25, December 1, 2, 8, 1779, all penned 
while JI was on his first tour through the superior courts as the recently 
appointed attorney general of the state. The editor's own analysis follows 
JI to Hannah Iredell, December 8, 1779, below. It is perhaps needless to say 
that Griffith McRee deliberately omitted all the letters in question. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Elk Marsh 7th. Sept. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you two letters from Halifax yesterday in very great 
haste, and a very scandalous writing (which the time must close) 
by Dr. Williamson and Mr. Gilchrist, the former of whom proposed 
[going] to Eden ton in two days after making a [short] Circuit, 
the other to day. I came here last night, and intended proceeding 
on to day, but have been prevailed on to stay till tomorrow, and 
by so doing Mr. Long (whom you saw at Dukinfield) will be able 
to overtake me near Hillsborough, and go with me all the rest of 
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the way, he being to set off on Thursday, and go by a nearer route. 
The Family here received me, and behave with great kindness 
and as the Weather [seems?] settled, and I continue perfectly 
well, [I am] likely to have an agreeable Journey. The rest of my 
horses, and my having more leisure to write to you and Mr. 
Hewes, were considerable additional inducements for me to stay 
this day here. Miss Betsey Montfort is not yet married, but I 
believe will be soon. The famous Mr. Somerville has ended his 
wandering at last and joined in the tender bands with Miss  
(I forget her name—Mr. Martin's neice) the Girl I told you of 
[. . .] and brought her to town a few days ago.1 They stay at 
present at her uncles, but he has engaged for 3 years the house 
of Dr. Pasteur's where Mr. Nash used to live. They went out of 
Town yesterday to see her Grandmother, so that I missed the 
satisfaction of seeing him, which I much regretted, as we had a 
good deal of laugh together about [the] Courtship. Mrs. Robert 
Jones has been extremely ill, but is a good deal better, tho' still 
confined to her room. I asked for about ten minutes and was ad- 
mitted to see her, and she behaved, as usual, with very great 
kindness, pressing me to stay, and enquiring with very obliging 
particularity about you and the rest of our Friends below. Mrs. 
Webb too has been very unwell, [looks] wretchedly. I saw her at 
A. Jones's, where I staid for about five minutes. She had gone 
there for a little change of air. Mr. Gilchrist was extremely oblig- 
ing, as well as Mr. Montfort. Both pressingly invited me to their 
houses. I did not see W. Jones, tho' I called upon him, [and he] 
not being at home. Mr. Gilchrist has engaged me to Fallon, which 
he has [sent] by [him.] I never fav'rd myself better in my life, and 
the fine air is prodigiously reviving. I wish to God you were here 
with me to stay 'till I return. The Family expressed a great [de- 
sire] for it, and I am sure it would have been of great service to 
me. The whole Plantation looks delightful, and the air and exercise 
you would have had an opportunity of [having], would, I am sure, 
have fully restored and preserved your health. Another time I 
will hope for this pleasure. 

Let me now entreat you to use every precaution to take care of 
your health, to preserve your spirits, and, my dear Hannah, to 
think with prefect confidence of me. 0! you know not what a 
delightful change I feel. My whole thoughts almost are fixed on 
you. I consider you as one of the most amiable and excellent of 
Women entitled to and possessing my tenderest affections, and 
having an additional claim to the many powerful ones of love, 
duty, and gratitude [entitled?] to my whole attention and solici- 
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tude from the painful, dreadful recollection which at once tor- 
ments me of many past unfortunate scenes, and determines me 
with the whole force and [vigour] of my mind to prevent a return) 
of such, and to make amends if possible (after such deep offences) 
by the [. . .] and misconduct of the past. This I will really at- 
tempt. Believe, rely on me. Let me look forward with hope and 
confidence to the charming time when I see you again, and espe- 
cially when the [.....] is over when we will try how usefully and 
agreeably to all [. . .] and realize some of those agreeable [. . .] 
we have formed together. The very prospect will in the mean time 
delight me, and of your anxiety about me, consider the fine 
weather I shall enjoy, the delightful Country I pass through, 
and in a few days my meeting with Mr. Hooper with whom after- 
wards I shall be perfectly happy [. . .] except as to my fears and 
anxiety about you, which will be [so] very fervent and constant. 
If you can't meet me somewhere [. . .]I should much wish) will 
you be good enough to do it at Dukinfield. I will hasten to you 
the very instant this Court is over. It is uncertain when that may 
be, as the Assembly will much interfere, but if you will oblige me 
in this request, I would wish you to be at Dukinfield the 23d. You 
will be good enough to present my best affection to your Sister, 
whose kindness to me I constantly and gratefully remember, and 
to the children &c. and Compliments to all my Acquaintances. 
Adieu! my dearest Hannah and be confident of my being ever 
most affectionately yours. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 John Somerville of Granville County had married Mary Goodloe of Halifax 
County. For her family, see Halifax County Wills, Books 1, 3, Halifax County 
Courthouse. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Granville 9th. Sept. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I have wrote you three letters since I left home, which would 
give an account of me as far as Col. McCulloch's. I left his house 
yesterday morning, and got to Mr. Park's last night, and have 
been for several hours past with the poor Boys, who were very 
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glad to see me, tho' I had like to have gone without seeing Billy, 
he being absent at a Neighbour's. They will tell you of the 
wretched manner in which the School has fallen through.1 Mr. 
Springer the 1st. of January is to set up a School in Warren (old 
Bute)2 for 30 Boys, and reserves a place for Sammy in case it 
should be thought proper to send him there, in which case, he 
says, he will observe Mr. Johnston's directions entirely. The dif- 
ficulty of keeping all the Boys in a class on a footing, where some 
were to write and some not, has hitherto, he says, prevented it, 
but he will now have one Class of such who may learn all to- 
gether. The price upon the present plan is, £100 a year [King's?] 
Money, for Schooling, £200 a year do. for board—£14.6.0 Proc. 
towards the School house, Fire wood &c. I have my health very 
well, and expect to be at Hillsborough on Saturday, from whence 
I told you I was to have Company all the way. Every thing hither- 
to has been agreeable—The Weather pleasant—The country de- 
lightful—the People kind. Never scarcely in England have I seen 
more beautiful prospects than some 1 have passed through to 
day. How often did I wish you could have enjoyed them! In some 
future Circuit I will hope for this happiness. My thoughts of you 
are not less tender and constant than I before expressed, but if 
possible more so. I look forward with [ardour] to the time, when 
I am to atone for every thing wrong that is past. My whole felicity 
shall center in you. My whole attention be devoted to please you. 
O! how lovely and excellent you ever appear to me. God bless you! 
I must hasten to conclude. The Horses are ready. To-night I go to 
Colo. Williams's, and start at day light in the morning. You will 
not fail to mention me with great affection to your Sister and the 
Children, not forgetting Nelly when you see her. Remember me 
also to your Brother, if with you, and all his Family, and to every 
Body in particular you know I regard. 

Adieu! My dear Hannah I am ever Most affectly yours. 

Jas Iredell 

P.S.    For God's sake take care of yourself. 
RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Two of Mrs. Jean Blair's sons were attending a school in Granville 
County. Whether or not it was the school chartered in October, 1779, as 
Granville Hall is uncertain, although there was likely some connection be- 
tween the institutions. Clark, State Records, XIII, 576, 580, 588, 598, 679-993 
passim; XXIV, 296-297. 

2 Warren County had been formed earlier that year from a part of Bute 
County. Powell, N.C. Gazetteer, 517. 
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Helen "Nelly" Blair to James Iredell 

Edenton September 17, 1779] 

It is always the case you know my Dear Uncle for me to be in 
a hurry when I write tho I know of the Opportunity a week before 
hand, yet I put it of as long as it [is possible?]. It is too late Gen- 
erally to get her to do it at all or to do it well. It has happened so 
just now tho I said before we left Roanoke that Uncle was going 
up the Country and intended writing by him. I detered it from 
time to time and am obliged now at eight oclock at Night to set 
down and write in great haste and with a bad pen or forgoe the 
pleasure of receiving a very long and very agreable answer. Such 
you know I always expect and are good enough seldom or ever 
to disappoint me otherwise than agreably and it is impossible for 
you to write and as you are sensible I am very fond of a long 
letter.1 You indulge me in it Aunt says you will not thank me for 
a letter wrote in such a manner [instead] I might have done it 
much be [fore]. I began in proper time but at this time of Night it 
is impossible. I declare Uncle you are not good at all. How could 
you tell every body about our Clothes. It was not as you told it 
neither for it was our wet Clothes we left down at the River side 
for Nelly2 to bring up. She never went for them and somebody 
passing along took possession of them. Please to present my best 
respects to Mr Hooper and believe me ever My Dear Uncle Yours 
Affectionately 

H Blair 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 The two previous sentences were in fact one sentence as written; but the 
editor has made the alteration to aid the reader with "Nelly" Blair's syntax, 
just as it is necessary to perform the same operation at other points in the 
correspondence of JFs niece. 

2 The reference may be to herself or possibly to a slave woman. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Salisbury Sept. 20th. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I arrived here the 13th. after meeting no accident, nor any thing 
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very disagreeable on the road. I have been ever since incessantly- 
tormented with State Business, and am still and shall be during 
the whole Court greatly perplexed with it. My health however 
continues good, and I pass my time agreeably enough, tho' I have 
had the misfortune not to meet Mr. Hooper, nor to hear the reason 
of his absence, which makes me very uneasy. I observed the con- 
duct I resolved on with respect to Mr. Frohock, and that here a 
day and two nights before the Court never went near him. I saw 
him after the Court met, and received a cordial invitation to his 
house, but was unable to go there till yesterday (Sunday) when 
I was asked with other Gentlemen to Dinner. I had seen her in 
Town a day or two before, and was received tolerably well. She 
does not look very well, and their little Boy has the Ague and 
Fever, but has been in general very well.1 They moved to the 
Marsh in November. Hurried as I am now, I would write a line to 
your Brother, but am almost confident he will not be at home to 
receive it, and this goes by a very doubtful opportunity so that I 
do not know when you may receive it. I shall continue to be ex- 
tremely anxious and uneasy about you, and beg you to take the 
best care of your health. I should be most happy in meeting you at 
Halifax, but fear it is not to be expected, and therefore will hope 
it may be at Dukinfield. I have reason to hope this Circuiting will 
do tolerably well, tho' as yet I have received very little money. 
This Court will be employed till the very last moment, so that 
I do not expect to get away till Sunday next. You will be good 
enough to mention me very affectionately to your Sister and Nelly 
and the children, your Brother's Family, and Mrs. Dawson's &c. 
and believe me, my dearest Hannah, with inexpressible anxiety 
and truly your most faithful and affectionate. 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I have not been able hitherto to write in the manner I 
promised you, but will not neglect it. I really have been constantly 
employed from morning till night. Peter is very well. 

RC (Johnson, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 

1 The mention of ague and fever probably refers to Mrs. Frohock and her 
son. \ 



THE PAPERS OF JAMES IREDELL 113 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Hillsborough 1st. Oct. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I had yesterday the inexpressible happiness of receiving your 
letter by your Brother,1 and finding that when he left home you 
were in pretty good health. It gives me extreme concern however 
to find that you had been so very unwell, and that your mind was 
in so painful a situation after I left you. Mine, I assure you, was 
greatly distrest, and I again repeat it as the deliberate purpose 
of my Soul, to bend my whole future thoughts to your felicity, and 
to avoid with the utmost care every thing that can tend to inter- 
rupt it. I already enjoy in idea the delightful consequence, and 
thank you ten thousand times for the generous earnest of confi- 
dence with which you expect it. It was more than I deserved, but 
be assured you shall not be disappointed. Such Motives as I have 
to urge me I cannot be insensible to. The recollection of the past, 
the prospect of the future, the impulses of honour, duty, gratitude, 
and (permit me to say) affection, will constantly stimulate me, 
now I am on my guard, to make me every thing you can wish me. 
My greatest anxiety now is for the past, for the many painful 
moments I have inadvertently and by extreme imprudence caused 
you to feel. If you had not a Soul above most Women you could 
not have forgiven me. But if the future can recompense, my dear- 
est Hannah, it is yours—dispose of me as you please. I am, and 
will be only devoted to you. Your Felicity shall be the dearest, 
and the principal Object of my life. 0! how reviving is the thought. 
The very anticipation of it is almost Happiness itself. 

I was hurried to death at Salisbury, so that I could not put pen 
to paper there in the manner I promised you. We were engaged 
from morning to night. Upwards of eighty Persons, I believe, were 
indicted, and mostly for capital crimes, among whom the greatest 
number were for high Treason. Notwithstanding our utmost dili- 
gence no more than ten could be tried, every one of whom was con- 
victed and condemned.2 Four the Jury recommended to mercy, 
and probably more may be pardoned, several being young Men 
who possibly were artfully seduced. I stood my ground very well, 
and I believe may be satisfied with the general opinion enter- 
tained of my Conduct. I was taken into four or five civil Suits, tho' 
none of them could be tried. One of them I was originally em- 
ployed in, and had just time to set in motion. I received for these 
only £206, the remaining part of the fees I expect next Court, and 
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have reason to think, had there been time for civil business, I 
should have received much more. I thought myself obliged to re- 
fuse a very large fee in a land Case, as the State seemed indirectly 
concerned against the title. Upon the whole I had reason to be 
satisfied with the prospect there, and as I received my Salary for 
that Court, had in ready money altogether £450. Very little busi- 
ness seems here for any body, and I have at present no share in 
the civil business. The criminal is not very great3 and as to fees 
for this I have found myself much disappointed, for the Attorney 
General's fees are not raised at all; it is only the Attorneys in the 
County Courts. The reason of which Mr. Hooper tells me was be- 
cause they expected the office would be held by some Booby, so 
that I hope at the next Assembly there will be an alteration. We 
hope to get away from here on Sunday, and shall be extremely 
anxious to hear from you at Halifax. I have been thinking it was 
very unreasonable in me to desire you to meet me at Dukinfield, 
when I can be so soon afterwards in town, and therefore will only 
wish it in case you spend a week or ten days before of this side, 
which I think will be of advantage to your health. I am sorry I 
misreported the story of Nelly, and that it has occasioned so much 
idle teasing. It is very extraordinary a little joke can't pass, and 
be gone. I really apprehended the affair as I told it. I am much 
obliged to Nelly for her letter, but am afraid I cannot answer it 
from here. You will oblige me in telling her I ever remember her 
with great affection, and hear with extreme pleasure of her health 
and chearfulness. It gives me concern to find the Sea side expedi- 
tion has been of such little benefit to any of your Brother's family 
but the children. He is very anxious about them. You must say a 
great deal for me to my dear little Girl and Boy. I want to see the 
little [Banker?] mightily. His Papa tells me he was obliged to 
steal away from him, as the little Rogue found he was going some- 
where. I beg to be remembered with proper affection to your 
Sister and her Children, the Ladies of your Brother's family, 
Mrs. Dawson's &c. &c. And I give you full power, authority, and 
direction to distribute other Compliments on what manner, de- 
gree, and proportion you please, observing I forget nobody I 
have any regard for. I know not whether I have it in my power to 
write any more, as since I began I have been told of an opportun- 
ity which may possibly soon offer. If I should not accept now, my 
dearest Hannah, the sincere, heartfelt, fervent expressions of an 
affection and attachment to you which shall ever warm, and never 
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desert the heart of Your most faithful and affectionate Husband 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 

1 Not found. 
2 The records of the fall term of the Salisbury District Superior Court have 

apparently not survived. 
3 There were at least three criminal cases, which involved horse stealing, 

passing counterfeit money, and vagrancy. Only the outcome of the last case 
is known: the convicted vagrant was inducted into the Continental army. 
October 1, 1779, Hillsborough District Superior Court Minutes, 1768-1788, 
A&H. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax 17th. October 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

Notwithstanding our utmost impatience, and every possible 
exertion, we could not get here till yesterday morning, being de- 
tained at Hillsborough till the very last moment of the Court, 
and that rather by the silly harangues of pettifogging [Prac- 
ticers?] than any degree of weighty business. I have had since 
my arrival the pleasure to receive two letters from you,1 and the 
happiness to hear by Mr. Smith that you seemed to be remarkably 
well. I am still not without hopes of meeting you on the day I 
mentioned, and shall do every thing in my power to effect it, but 
dare not rely on it with too much confidence, for fear of being 
mortified with a disappointment. We have already lost two days 
by their being the last of the week, and nobody attending. You 
are very good to attend so particularly to my request of your 
meeting me at Dukinfield. My reason for desiring it was, as I 
did know how I might be delayed there, and every moment will 
be precious where my time with you must be so short. I fear how- 
ever it may put you to Inconvenience and therefore if you have 
not left Town before you receive this letter, by no means do it 
merely on that account, tho' if you have already come, a few days 
stay of this side I am sure will be of service to you. My time was 
so constantly occupied about State business at Hillsborough as 
well as Salisbury, that I had it in my power to write you very 
little, and that rather by snatches than in any regular time. What 
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I did write I send you. I also wrote you a letter from Salisbury, 
and inclosed it to Mr. Allen, inclosing this also to B. McCulloch, 
but it has not come to hand, tho' I sent it by a very careful hand 
who was going within a few miles of Halifax, and told me there 
would be every day opportunities of forwarding it. I was a night 
at Colo. McCulloch's on my return, and received with great kind- 
ness. I managed as I told you I would with W. Frohock. Tho' I 
was near two days at Salisbury before the Court began, and 
Kinchen who was with me went out there, I never went near him. 
On the Court day I saw him in Town and he gave me a very friend- 
ly invitation but I had it not in my power to go out till the Sunday 
following when I received an invitation with other Gentlemen 
to dinner. Mrs. Frohock and the little Boy had been sick, but were 
getting well. The beginning of next month the grand Removal is 
to take place, and the new Quarters taken up at Hamilton's 
store. On the 7th. of this month Miss Betsey Montfort was initi- 
ated into the rites of marriage with the young Gentleman she has 
been so long pining for. I called to pay my Compliments yesterday, 
but none of the Family were at home. I am extremely obliged to 
Mr. Allen for the Paper, and beg you to return him my hearty 
thanks. I scarcely could have got a more valuable pleasure, and 
the stock I brought with me is almost wholly exhausted. This was 
really kind in Nat, and I shall not forget it. Pray, Madam, what do 
you weep by less degrees? You must consider me wholly as a 
Penitent and without any regard to my former sins. Believe me 
they shall no more be committed. Tho' I know it is what I ought 
to be ashamed to ask, yet I must my dearest Hannah, insist on 
your unabated affection. I shall be miserable without it. The loss 
of the least particle would be death to me. O! then, my dearest 
Hannah, reserve it all for me in its tenderest, its fullest force. 
With that, I can be blest beyond measure, but with nothing else a 
thousand thanks to you for your confidence in my assurances. 
They are and shall ever be written on the tablet of my heart. I 
am sensible of all my ungenerous Conduct. I am ashamed, I am 
distrest for it. I adore your goodness. I know it is more than I 
deserve, but I cannot help cherishing and soliciting [and] pray- 
ing for the continuance of it. You shall find I will not be ungrate- 
ful. The whole of my future life shall be employed in endeavouring 
to atone for the past. 

You will be good enough to mention me affectionately to your 
Sister and  Family, your  Brother's,  Mrs.  Dawson's  &c.  Your 
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Brother is extremely well. So is Mr. Hooper. And I am as well as 
possible. Heaven grant I may meet you [soon]. In the mean time 
believe me most tenderly and truly yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

Not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax 22d. Oct. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I greatly flattered myself a few day ago that I might have been 
able to leave this tomorrow and have the happiness to meet you 
on Sunday, but tho' I have not misemployed a moment of my 
time, business crowds on me in such a manner that much is yet 
left undone, and I can't even hope to get away on Sunday, so that 
the probability is too great I may not be with you till Thursday 
next. The business we have been engaged in is all of the State 
kind, and one Trial alone lasted yesterday from eleven o'clock 'till 
eight or nine. It was one of an interesting kind, one Col. Walker 
from Virginia1 for passing Conterfeit Money, where the public 
expectation was extremely raised, and he was with great diffi- 
culty acquitted. The gentlemen in Edenton of our acquaintance 
have not been kind in acquainting you, or your Sister (if you were 
not in Town) of opportunities, for there have been three or four 
very lately ones by which we should have been very happy to have 
heard. You will not, I hope, my dear Hannah, do me the injustice 
to doubt the ardour of my impatience to see you, and how much 
I fret at this cursed, unavoidable delay. It hurts me very much, 
but I must necessarily submit to it. If I thought this would meet 
you in Town, I would send you some money. I shall bring home at 
least £700, less than I expected, but better than my former Con- 
dition, especially when the Circuit will be no more than half over, 
and my chance much greater at the succeeding Courts. Wherever 
you are, remember me to my Friends with all possible regard, and 
be assured I am, with the most anxious and tender attachment, 
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my dear Hannah, Your ever faithful and affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton. By favor of Mr. 
Mare." 

Not identified. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax 23d. Oct. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I write this in Court in a great hurry during the dependence of 
a trial for Capital Offence. My situation is most distressing, to be 
so near you, and so unexpectedly detained here. I cannot possibly 
now get away till Wednesday, and an alarming Circumstance is in 
agitation that may possibly keep me a day or two longer. I wrote 
you of the trial of one Walker who was tried about Counterfeit 
money. The People here interested themselves wrongly to get him 
condemned, having great reason to believe him guilty, and he 
being a Man of property and consequence, and the evil arose to a 
most dangerous height. The Jury thought the proof insufficient 
to find guilty, which has mortified and exasperated the People here 
very much, and a bill is now drawing to go into the Assembly 
denying to Prisoners the privilege of Counsel, and by way of 
behaving is shutting the mouth of the Atty. Gen. also. I must see 
the fate of this bill,1 for if it passes, my honour will oblige me 
immediately to resign; and I shall give the reason. I am much 
vexed at these cursed delays, but they are unavoidable. The in- 
stant I can get away I shall fly to you with rapture. In the mean 
time, believe me, my dear Hannah, Ever most tenderly & affectly. 
yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S.    I wrote yesterday by Mare,2 but he went by [Winton?]. 
Your Brothers are very well. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton. By favor of 
Mr. Bennett." 

1 Such an act did not pass in the October session of the General Assembly. 
But the temper of the public toward counterfeiters generally may be seen in 
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the laws enacted on the subject. Counterfeiters were considered contributors 
to the severe inflation of the times. See Clark, State Records, particularly 
Volumes XII, XIII, XVII, XIX, XXIV, 33-34, 113, 169, 186-187, 256-257, 277- 
278, 322, 347, 373, 375, 389, 420, 446, 476, 578-579, 723. 

2 For John Mare, the artist-turned-businessman, see Dukinfield to JI, Jan- 
uary 25, 1773, Volume I. 

Abner Nash to James Iredell 

Halifax 26 Oct. 1779 

Sir 

I had the Honour to receive yours of this date1 and immediately 
communicated its contents to the House of senators and Sir it 
gives me very great pleasure to [acquaint] you that our House 
repeated on the occasion the intire confidence they have in your 
abilities and attachment and that they think themselves Happy 
in having the important office of Attorney General filled by a 
gentleman of known and experienced ability. I have the honour to 
be with the highest respect Sir, Your most obedient Servant 

A Nash 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To the Honble James Iredell 
Esquire Attorney General." 

1 Not found. JI had responded to his election—earlier that same day—to the 
post of attorney general, which he had previously held on an interim appoint- 
ment from Governor Caswell. Clark, State Records, XIII, 948. 

Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Eden ton 28th Octr. 1779 

Dear Sir 

As Nelly has been writing to you I am sure she has left no news 
for me to tell you and I should not have troubled you but to let 
you know Mr. Smith says he has Salt Petre in Halifax. I think 
you had better try to bring half a dozen pound down.1 He says Mr 
Martin can deliver it to you and I imagine Andrew might contrive 
to bring it on. If any body comes before you in a chair you might 
get the favour of them to bring it down. Your Bacon will not be 
good without it and it is time we had it. Mr. Smith promised to 
write to you about it but I was afraid he might forget it. I have not 



120 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

seen my Sister but twice since you wint away.2 I have been very 
unhappy least she should get sick but she says she is quite well. 
We are all well here and wish much for your return. I am Dear Sir 
Your Affectionate Sister 

J. Blair 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "James Iredell Esqr. Favored by 
Mr. Hart." 

1 Four days later, if not earlier, JI was back in Edenton for the November 
term of the Edenton District Superior Court. 

2 Why Mrs. Blair had seen Hannah Iredell only twice in seven weeks or so 
is not clear. Perhaps the explanation relates to Hannah's troubled state of 
mind at this time. 

The State v. Bateman 

State of North Carolina 
Edenton District 
[November 1, 1779] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Edenton at the Town of Edenton in the said District on the first 
day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy nine, before the Honorable Samuel Ashe, Samuel 
Spencer, and John Williams Esquires Judges of the said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present that Jeremiah 
Bateman late of the County of Tyrrel in the District aforesaid 
Yeoman, not having the fear of God before his Eyes, but being 
moved and seduced by the instigation of the Devil, on the nine- 
teenth day of September in the year of our Lord One thousand 
seven hundred and seventy nine, and in the fourth year of the 
Independence of the said State, with force and arms at the County 
aforesaid in the District aforesaid, in and upon one Elisha Green 
in the peace of God and the said State then and there being, feloni- 
ously, wilfully, and of his malice afore thought, did make an 
Assault, and that he the said Jeremiah Bateman with both his 
hands, the said Elisha Green, to and against the ground, then and 
there feloniously, wilfully, and of his malice aforethought, did 
cast and then, and did give to the said Elisha Green by the said 
casting and throwing of him the said Elisha Green to the ground, 
a mortal stroke, of which said mortal stroke the said Elisha Green 
from the said nineteenth day of September in the year aforesaid 
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until the thirtieth day of the same month in the same year, at the 
County of Tyrell aforesaid, in the District aforesaid, of the said 
mortal stroke did die; so the Jurors aforesaid upon their Oath 
aforesaid do say, that the said Jeremiah Bate man the said Elisha 
Green in manner and form aforesaid, feloniously, wilfully, and of 
his malice afore thought did kill and murder, against the Peace 
and Dignity of the said State. 

Jas Iredell    Att. Genl. 

MS (Edenton District Superior Court Records, 1774-1779, A&H). Grand 
jury presentment in JI's hand. Nine witnesses appeared before the grand 
jury, which returned a true bill. The outcome of the case is unknown. 

The State v. Caps 

State of North Carolina 
Edenton District 
[November 1, 1779] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Edenton at the Town of Edenton in the said District on the first 
day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy nine, before the Honorable Samuel Ashe, Samuel 
Spencer, and John Williams Esquires Judges of the said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that William 
Caps late of the County of Chowan in the District aforesaid Yeo- 
man, on the twenty ninth day of July in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy nine, and in the fourth year 
of the Independence of the said State, at the County aforesaid in 
the District aforesaid, One Bill of Public Credit of the said State, 
of the denomination of Four Dollars, emitted by authority of the 
Congress of the said State at Halifax in the said State, and dated 
the second day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy six, the said Bill being altered to express 
the denomination of Forty Dollars, did wickedly, fraudulently, 
and feloniously utter and pass to one [Meedy] White in the said 
County then being, the said Bill being then and there altered as 
aforesaid, and the said William Caps then and there well knowing 
the said Bill to be so altered, with intent the said [Meedy] White 
to deceive and defraud, against the Peace and Dignity of the said 
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State, and also against the form of the Act of the General Assembly 
in that case made and provided 

Jas Iredell    Att. Genl. 

MS (Edenton District Superior Court Records, 1774-1779, A&H). Grand 
jury presentment in JI's hand. The grand jury returned a true bill. The out- 
come of the case is unknown. 

The State v. Vail 

State of North Carolina 
Edenton District 
[November 1, 1779] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Edenton in the said District on the first day of November in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy nine, 
before the Honorable Samuel Ashe, Samuel Spencer, and John 
Williams Esquires Judges of the said Courts. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that Thomas 
Vail late of the County of Chowan in the District aforesaid Plant- 
er, on the Twenty Fourth day of October in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy nine, and in the year of 
the said State, with force and arms at the County aforesaid in the 
District aforesaid in and upon John Green in the peace of God 
and the said State then and there being did make an Assault, and 
him the said John Green did then and there in a most violent and 
outrageous manner beat, wound and ill treat, and other Wrongs to 
the said John Green then and there did, to the great damage of the 
said John Green, and against the Peace and Dignity of the said 
State. 

Jas Iredell    Att. Genl. 

MS (Chowan Criminal Action Papers, A&H). Grand jury presentment in 
JI's hand. The grand jury returned a true bill. The outcome of the case is 
unknown. 

The State v. Daugherty 

\ 
State of North Carolina 
Newbern District 
[November 15, 1779] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
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Newbern at the Town of Newbern in the said District, on the 
fifteenth Day of November in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and seventy nine before the Honorable Samuel 
Ashe, Samuel Spencer, and John Williams Esquires Judges of 
the said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that Solomon 
Daugherty late of the County of Dobbs in the District aforesaid 
Yeoman on the fifth day of November in the year of our Lord One 
thousand seven hundred and seventy eight, and in the third year 
of the Independence of the said State, with force and arms at the 
County aforesaid in the District aforesaid, did traiterously, pub- 
lickly, and deliberately speak against the publick Defence of the 
said State, and did also at the County aforesaid and on the day 
aforesaid terrify and discourage a considerable number of People 
from inlisting into the Service of the said State and did also on the 
day aforesaid and at the County aforesaid stir up and excite a 
Tumult and Disorder in the said State, and did also on the day 
aforesaid and at the County aforesaid oppose and endeavour to 
prevent the Measure's carrying on in support of the Freedom and 
Independence of the United States of America, by resisting and 
encouraging others to resist a draught from the Regiment of 
Militia of the said County to which he belonged, the said draught 
having been ordered by an Act of the General Assembly of the 
said State, and the Officers of the said Regiment being then regu- 
larly in the discharge of their duty to carry the said Act into 
effect, in contempt of the duty of his Allegence, against the peace 
and dignity of the said State, and also against the form of the Act 
of the General Assembly in that case made and provided. 

Jas Iredell, Atto. for the State 

MS (New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers, A&H). 
Grand jury presentment in JI's hand. The grand jury returned a true bill. 
Daugherty was subsequently found guilty of misprision of treason and fined 
£100. New Bern District Superior Court Minutes, A&H. 

The State v. Mann 

State of North Carolina 
Newbern District 
[November 15, 1779] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Newbern at the Town of Newbern in the said District, on the 
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fifteenth Day of November in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and seventy nine before the Honourable Samuel 
Ashe, Samuel Spencer, and John Williams Esquires Judges of the 
said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oaths present, that 
Theophilus Mann [late of the County of Craven in the District 
aforesaid Mariner, being a Person disaffected to the said State, 
and entertaining Intentions prejudicial to the same, on the twenty 
fifth day of September in the year of our Lord One thousand seven 
hundred and seventy nine and in the fourth year of the Indepen- 
dence of the said State at the County aforesaid in the District 
aforesaid, in the presence of divers Persons did speak and say the 
several seditious and inflammatory Words following, to wit 
''Good Luck to George our King", and farther, "that if he must 
fight, he would be damned if he did not fight against the Conti- 
nent," to the evil example of all others in the like case offending, 
in contempt of the Government of the said State, and against the 
Peace and Dignity of the same. 

Ja. Iredell, Atto. for the State. 

MS (New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers, A&H). 
Grand jury presentment in JI's hand. "Ind. for Misdemenor. The Defendant 
confessed himself Guilty, and the Court fined him five Shillings." 

The State v. Miles 

State of North Carolina 
Newbern District 
[November 15, 1779] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Newbern at the Town of Newbern in the said District, on the 
fifteenth Day of November in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and seventy nine before the Honourable Samuel 
Ashe, Samuel Spencer, and John Williams Esquires Judges of the 
said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that John Miles 
late of the County of Duplin in the District aforesaid Yeoman on 
the first day of August in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy nine, and in the fourth year of the Indepen- 
dence of the said State, at the County aforesaid, in the District 
aforesaid, one false, forged, and counterfeit Bill, counterfeited to 
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the likeness and similitude of a good, hue, and current bill of pub- 
lic credit of the said State, of the denomination of Fifteen Dollars, 
emitted by the authority of the Congress of the said State at the 
Town of Halifax within the same, and dated the second day of 
April in the year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and 
seventy six, knowingly, fraudulantly and feloniously did utter 
and pass to one William Miles in the said County then being, as a 
good, hue and current Bill of public Credit of the said State, he 
the said John Miles then and there well knowing the said false, 
forged, and counterfeit Bill, to be false, forged and counterfeit as 
aforesaid, against the Peace and Dignity of the said State, and 
also against the form of the Act of the General Assembly in that 
case made and provided. 

Ja. Iredell Atto. for the State. 

MS (New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers, A&H). 
Grand jury presentment in JTs hand. Although the grand jury returned a 
true bill the defendant was subsequently found not guilty. New Bern District 
Superior Court Minutes, A&H. 

The State v. Van Daniel and others 

State of North Carolina 
Newbern District 
[November 15, 1779] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Newbern at the Town of Newbern in the said District, on the 
fifteenth Day of November in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and seventy nine before the Honourable Samuel 
Ashe, Samuel Spencer, and John Williams Esquires Judges of the 
said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that Edward 
Van Daniel, [Appelton] Squires, Benjamin Ross, Elijah Ross, 
Arthur Van Daniel, James Van Daniel, Francis Ross, Thomas 
Garret, John Van Daniel, Benjamin Harris, and William Harris, 
all late of the County of Beaufort in the District aforesaid Yeoman, 
being Subjects of the said State, residing within the same, and 
under the protection of its Laws, not having the fear of God in 
their hearts, nor having any regard for the duty of their allegiance, 
but being moved and seduced by the instigation of the Devil, as 
false Traitors and Rebels against the said State, entirely with- 
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drawing that cordial love, and that true and due obedience, 
fidelity, and allegiance, which every Subject of the said State 
should and of right ought to bear towards the said State, and 
contriving and intending to distrust the peace and endanger the 
public safety of the said State, on the tenth day of November in 
the year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and seventy 
nine, and in the fourth year of the Independence of the said State, 
at the County aforesaid, in the District aforesaid, with a great 
number of other Traitors and Rebels (whose names are as yet 
unknown to the said Jurors) being armed and arrayed in a war- 
like and hostile manner to wit, with guns, clubs, and other Weap- 
ons as well offensive as defensive, with force and arms did falsly 
and traiterously prepare, order, wage, and levy War against the 
said State, and in order thereunto did falsly and traiterously with 
force and arms on the day aforesaid, and at the County aforesaid, 
in the District aforesaid, erect and build a fortification in military 
form, and on the day aforesaid and for several days following with 
force and arms did defend themselves therein, and maintain it 
as an Asylum for all Deserters from any of the Regiments of the 
United States, or from the Regiment of this State, or from a Body 
of the Militia at any time draughted by order of any act or Acts 
of the General Assembly of the said State, there to be protected 
by force of arms from any lawful Authority that might be sent 
to apprehend them, and also for the further traiterous purpose 
and design to avoid paying any of the public Taxes which as 
Subjects of the said State they were in duty, bound to do, and to 
resist by force of arms any lawful authority used to compel them, 
and did in fact on the said tenth day of November and for several 
days following abet, harbour, and maintain with force and arms 
at the fortification aforesaid, to wit with guns, Clubs, and other 
military weapons, from several Deserters in part execution of the 
design above mentioned against the duty of their Allegiance, 
against the Peace and Dignity of the said State, and also against 
the form of the Act of the General Assembly in that case made 
and provided. 

Jas. Iredell    Atto. for the State 

MS (New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers, A&H). 
Grand jury presentment in JFs hand. The grand jury indicted Edward Van 
Daniel, who seems to have been the ringleader, and the other parties men- 
tioned for high treason. But subsequently five of the defendants were declared 
not guilty, and Edward Van Daniel and the rest were convicted of misprision 
of treason. All were to forfeit one half of their estates "to the Public of North 
Carolina." In addition, the "Court proceeded to pass the following sentence" 
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on Edward Van Daniel, "to wit, that the said Edward Van Daniel be comitted 
to the Dist Gaol in New Bern" for the remainder of the war. New Bern Dis- 
trict Superior Court Minutes, A&H. 

Commission as Attorney General 

[November 20, 1779] 
State of North Carolina 

To James Iredell Esquire, Greeting. 

Whereas the General Assembly have by Joint Ballot of both 
Houses appointed you Attorney General. We do therefore Consti- 
tute and Commissionate You the said James Iredell Attorney 
General, To have, hold, use, exercise, and enjoy the said Office of 
Attorney General during your good Behavior therein, together 
with all Powers, and Authorities Fees Privileges and Emoluments 
which to the said Office of Attorney General doth or may of Right 
belong or appurtain. 

Witness Richard Caswell Esquire our Governor Captain Gen- 
eral and Commander in Chief under his Hand by the Great Seal 
of our said State at New Bern the 20th. day of November Anno 
Dom 1779. And in the fourth Year of our Independence. 

R Caswell 

By His Excellencys Command 
James Glasgow. Sec of the State 

MS (Johnson Papers, A&H). In hand of James Glasgow. Signed by Richard 
Caswell. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 21st. Nov. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

Tho* I wrote you a line or two the other day1 by Mr. Gray, and 
then told you not to expect a letter from me by the post, I never- 
theless was determined to write one, if I could find a moment's 
leisure, and had great hopes that this morning would have 
afforded it, but I was broke in upon by People before I was up, 
and have been incessantly plagued ever since. I have had the 
pleasure to receive your letter,2 and thank you for it, tho' it was 
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so short. Some expressions in it pained me very much, but I 
shall only add on the subject to what I have so largely said already, 
that every additional moment confirms me more and more in such 
sentiments as you could wish for. O! my dear Hannah, do not 
doubt it. I fear the long absence of your Sister will make your 
time pass disagreeably. I could wish at this time it could have been 
shorter, or the visit deferred till my return. I most anxiously 
expect to hear by every post. Direct, if you please, the next letter 
to Wilmington. I expect to set off for that place on Friday. [. . .] 
either must have been mistaken about my spirits, as they must 
have been affected, for my heart was indeed very heavy. To part 
with you in such Circumstances was almost too much for me. I 
hope they will be the last of the kind. My whole attention shall be 
exerted to avoid so unhappy a repetition. I am cursedly broke in 
upon, and the Man is just going, so that I must hastily desire you 
to remember me to all my Friends, and believe me ever, my dearest 
Hannah, Most anxiously and most tenderly yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Iredell Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 Not found. 
2 Not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 25 Nov. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

The business of this Court is at last over and I am heartily glad 
of it, for it has been a most fatiguing one to me, incessantly trying 
Criminals, and mostly for Capital Offences. Five are condemned 
to die, three for horse stealing, the other two for Robberies; two 
I believe will be pardoned, the others very decidedly suffer. There 
has been no time to do any civil business, and all I have received 
on that account (including Savage's) has been £390. I have how- 
ever reed. £500 here for my Salary at both Courts. But I find 
myself most enormously charged, tho' I have scarcely ever either 
breakfasted or dined at home, and never supped, for except two 
or three evenings that I have been dancing, I have almost always 
come home to a very little fire and read and wrote alternately 
till sometimes 12 or 1 o'clock. I have reason to be satisfied with 
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every thing except the charges here. Extreme Civility, very 
respectful attention, and I have reason to think, a general satis- 
faction with my Conduct. My fatigue, tho' it has been from morn- 
ing till night, has not at all impaired my health. I am perfectly 
well, and shall set off tomorrow in high spirits for Cape Fear, 
not only, I hope you will believe, because I am going to see Mr. 
Hooper but because the time will be drawing on when I shall 
again have the happiness of seeing you. I assure you I am extreme- 
ly impatient for it. The more I reflect the deeper impression my 
former assurances, and my recent repentance have with me and 
suffer me to add, the more is my Soul devoted to you. O! my dear 
Hannah, if I could but once persuade you to have confidence in 
me, I should accomplish every thing. You are really in my mind 
by far the most perfect Woman I know, possest of greater excel- 
lence with fewer faults. I frequently with rapture dwell on the 
uncommonness of your understanding, the goodness of your 
heart, the amiableness of your disposition, and the delicacy of 
your taste. And when I look back (as I often do most affectionately) 
to former happy riches, I feel what I wish to God you could be 
sensible of, and would have the goodness to improve. Suffer me 
to flatter myself this will be the Case, and that mutual endeavours 
will not be wanting to effect the great object of our common happi- 
ness. But you must have the goodness to forget, as much as pos- 
sible, my former ill behaviour and think only of my present 
Conduct. And, my dearest Hannah I do most sincerely and most 
tenderly assure you that I am as deep a Penitent as Man can be, 
and now have no care under Heaven but to drain your kind and 
lasting forgiveness. God grant I may be able, as it is more earnest- 
ly my wish to deserve it. 

Mr. Hooper was not able to set off till yesterday, and was then 
extremely well. The happiness of my practice, and my connexion 
with him seems every moment to increase, there being the most 
unreserved friendship between us, and the utmost goodness on 
his part. S. has run riot here like the most obstinate fool in 
Nature, and M far outshined him.1 But alas! such I take them all 
together, surely never a S[uperior] C[ourt] before. I shall expect 
my dear Hannah, anxiously to hear from you, and by every post, 
until after the 1st. Dec. A letter by any subsequent post would 
not probably reach me. You may be assured of my not delaying 
an unnecessary moment. For God's sake take care of your health, 
and let me have the happiness to find you perfectly well. You 
will of course remember me affectionately to your Sister's Family, 
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and my other Friends, and believe me, with unabating truth, 
Your most sincerely faithful and affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 S was obviously Judge  Samuel  Spencer, of whom JI had  a very low 
opinion. M was JI's friend  Archibald  Maclaine, the Wilmington attorney. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington 1st. Dec. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

Though I left Newbern on Friday, I was able, in consequence 
of bad weather, to go so little a way that day, that I did not get to 
Mr. Hooper's till Monday morning. I need not say with how much 
goodness I was there received, nor how happy I have been since. 

James Iredell's trav- 
eling case—closed 
and open. 
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Never sure were two more amiable People in the world, nor 
better calculated to give delight to their Friends. I have experi- 
enced every possible proof of the most friendly, and I might at 
most say, the most affectionate welcome. The weather for the 
two last days being extremely bad, we did not get to town till this 
morning, and our time in the Interval has been employed in the 
most agreeable manner, sometimes reading, and sometimes 
enjoying the luxury of a most sociable, unreserved Conversation. 
Mr. Hooper and I have engaged a couple of Rooms in one house 
here (fearing we might incommode his Brother, whose house 
is but small) and there are two apartments in an Office he has 
here, which has each a fire place in it, that we share between us. 
His goodness to me indeed is unbounded, and every endeavour 
is made by him to make me pass my time comfortably and agree- 
ably. I can form no Judgment when the Court will be over. I am 
afraid it will not happen so soon as I could have wished, for the 
Weather was yesterday so bad nobody could come to town, and 
to day it is very little better. I shall use every possible exertion to 
make it as short as I can, and hasten to you afterwards without 
any delay, for tho' I love Mrs. Hooper very much, I love you 
better. Indeed, whenever I see her, I cannot help making Com- 
parisons between you, as I think you very much resemble one 
another. She is very sensible—so are you. She is very good—so 
are you. She is very chearful and agreeable in her Conversation— 
so are you. She is an obliging, good Wife. None can be more 
excellent than you. In these respects, you are at least equal. In 
some (particularly the last) I think you are superior, for I don't 
think she would have borne with so much Goodness what I have 
so unfortunately made you suffer. God grant I may never cause 
you so much pain again. The differences are these: her manner 
is more free, and less embarrassed than yours; your face and 
person are a thousand times preferable. Upon my Soul, these are 
very deliberate thoughts. I have weighed them attentively, and 
a thousand times reproached myself for my inattention to such 
Excellencies in you that I so much admire in another. Nothing, 
I am persuaded, but the capriciousness arising from Security 
could be the occasion of it. Reflexion however will be its cure, 
and I know no more powerful preservative than the Company of 
that most excellent Woman. Compared to her, what is Beauty and 
Parade? Excuse this wretched writing, but my fingers are very 
cold, tho' I have a fire near me. Let me intreat you earnestly to 
take care of your health. I thank God I am perfectly well. Be 
pleased to remember me to your Sister's Family and your Broth- 
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er's. Not an article of certain News. I am called off abruptly, 
and obliged instantly to assure you of my being ever and most 
affectly. yours. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington 2. Dec. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I have this moment received your letter of the 20th. November,1 

and it distresses me so that tho' I wrote you yesterday by the Post 
which is to carry this, I cannot be easy without writing again. 
Never in my life did I feel greater pain than I do at this moment. 
The moving dreadful manner in which you write makes me per- 
fectly wretched. I cannot bear to look back. Reflection maddens 
me. The Injustice and Folly of my Conduct appear in too glaring 
colours. I deserve not either your compassion or forgiveness. Yet 
what I now feel, the genuine effect of the most sincere, and contrite 
Repentance, is I assure you, no ordinary punishment. It awakens 
me to the strongest sense of my Errors. It determines me, in the 
most urgent manner, to correct them. My dearest Hannah, let 
it move you to forgive, to believe, to confide in me. I will, indeed 
I will deserve it. For God's sake, banish me not for ever from your 
confidence and regard. That would be the greatest misery I could 
sustain on Earth. My assurances have not been deceitful. Every 
moment strengthens me in the ground of them. And may the 
Almighty God bless or punish me, as I sincerely and sacredly 
wish to fulfill them! 

You refer to another letter (which I was going to say, I had 
not received, being misled by the manner of your mentioning it, 
but in re-perusal I find it was that I got at Newbern). I am sorry 
you did not go to the ball, for tho* I am afraid from what you write 
it could not have been agreeable to you, your absence would look 
a little particular. If there be another before my return, I wish 
you would go. Thank God, however, you enjoy your health. May 
heaven long extend you that blessing, and may you think in the 
manner the sincerity of my repentance deserves of, my dearest 
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Hannah. Your most faithfully affectionate Husband 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 Not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington 8th Deer. 1779 

My dear Hannah, 

I am still here, and as at most of the other Courts, constantly 
teased with vexatious prosecutions, most of which are personal 
and malicious. More business, much more, has happened than I 
expected, and we shall not close the Court till the last moment 
of it, leaving then nearly every thing of a civil nature undone. I 
cannot expect the happiness of seeing you 'till the 18th. or 19th. 
of Deer, and unless I hear something which prevents me, shall 
go in search of you to Mrs. Dawson's. I continue my health 
extremely well and am not without a little more besides official 
business. Mr. and Mrs. Hooper's kindness grows upon me every 
hour, and I have experienced great Civilities from many others. 
I most anxiously hope to hear from you to day and agreeably, and 
God grant your Goodness in thinking kindly of me may be assisted 
by a generous Confidence. I have dwelt most deeply on the un- 
happy situation in which my Imprudence has involved you, and 
deliberately and most solemnly resolved to do all in my power to 
repair it. Doubt not my resolution or my perseverance. Your 
happiness and my own depends on it and I am sure I can gloriously 
restore both by careful and attentive Conduct. Poor Mr. Hewes! I 
have heard an account I am afraid is too true, of his death.1 What 
wretched Mortals we are, and what World is this? The loss of such 
a Man will long be severely felt, and his Friends must ever 
remember him with the keenest and most distressing Sensibility. 
Mr. Hooper and I have most painfully sympathized on it, and it 
has given us a shock we have not yet recovered. If this unhappy 
Event should be true, I will be obliged to you if you will deliver 
his Will, or if you are not in town, get your Sister to do it, to your 
Brother, or Mr. Smith or Allen. It is in my Tin Box. Good God! 
How little did I think I should so soon have occasion for it.2 
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I wait very impatiently for the Post to arrive, in hopes to re- 
ceive a letter from you. I anxiously flatter myself, that upon my 
return I shall not only have the happiness to find you in perfect 
health, but disposed to think of me as a perfect Convert to that 
state of Love, Tenderness, and Truth, which ought to be the 
condition of all Men bound by every possible tie to one of the most 
amiable and excellent of Women, who has placed herself with 
the most generous confidence and the most tender attachments 
in his power. These, my dearest Hannah, are the thoughts now 
ever present to me, and by which I trust in God the whole of my 
future life, will be influenced. 

I am afraid to keep my letter open till the Post comes, tho' I 
must wish it, for fear of losing the opportunity, as I am hurried 
to death. You will be good enough to remember me to your Sister 
and Brother and their Families, not forgetting my Friend Nelly 
and believe me, I hope, Most affectionately and most anxiously 
yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Mrs. Dawson's Family must not be forgot. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

Editorial Note: [First see JFs second letter to Hannah Iredell of September 
6, 1779, nl, above. ] The marital trouble between JI and Hannah likely had its 
beginning in the summer of 1779, which he seems to have spent at home in 
Eden ton; at any rate, there is no inkling of a strained relationship in his 
letters written before then. A number of facts may be worth mentioning in 
explanation of the relationship between JI and Hannah. By JFs own admis- 
sion, Hannah was not especially attractive physically, and she was several 
years his senior; their six-year marriage had produced no living children, a 
fact which contrasted sharply with the large families of Hannah's sister Jean 
Blair and her cousin Penelope Dawson. She did not mix as easily with people 
and converse as charmingly—according to JI —as did his friend Mrs. Hooper. 
JI, on the other hand, was amiable and outgoing; his letters written on the 
road indicate that his company and conversation were eagerly sought after 
in the society of the various court towns. It is conceivable, therefore, that 
Hannah may have been overly sensitive, unduly threatened, in her marriage 
to a popular, younger spouse who was away from home anywhere from four 
to six months out of the year. 

Yet JI did not once deny Hannah's complaints and accusations, whatever 
they were. He conceded that he had seriously wronged her and that a less 
compassionate wife would not forgive him. Little if anything had eased 
Hannah's mind when JI departed about the beginning of September, 1779, 
on his tour of the superior courts—"your mind was in so painful a situation 
after I left you" (September 9). Despite repeated assurances that he would 
never again give Hannah "the many painful moments I have inadvertently 
and by extreme imprudence caused you to feel" (October 1), JI was unable 
to improve his wife's state of mind, even when he returned to Eden ton for a 
two-week interval at the beginning of November. To have "part[ed] with you 
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in such Circumstances," he wrote later from New Bern, "was almost too 
much for me" (November 21). Nor did her outlook brighten during his second 
prolonged absence since the troublesome happenings of the past summer. 
"Some expressions" in her correspondence "pained me very much," he 
lamented (November 21). Or as he expressed it afterward, "The moving 
dreadful manner in which you write makes me perfectly wretched" (December 
2). 

Undoubtedly Hannah's confidence in JI was badly shaken. "0! my dear 
Hannah, if I could but once persuade you to have confidence in me, I should 
accomplish every thing," he exclaimed; he was "as deep a Penitent as a Man 
can be. . . ." (November 25). The editor strongly suspects, without positive 
proof, that the point at issue concerned JTs conduct in regard to another 
woman, but he cannot hazard a reasonable guess as to the degree of JFs 
involvement. Possibly it was no more than a series of misinterpreted remarks, 
or a silly flirtation in public, more a sign of poor taste on JI's part than any 
personal displeasure with his own marriage. In any case, Hannah seems to 
have been embarrassed and humiliated. One sentence hints that the incident 
or affair was known to others in the community and that in fact another 
female was, somehow, the source of much if not all the immediate strain in 
their marriage: "I am sorry," he wrote, "you did not go to the ball, for tho' 
I am afraid from what you write it could not have been agreeable to you, your 
absence would look a little particular" (December 2). Was JI saying, in effect, 
that while the other woman was at the ball, and while Hannah's own presence 
in such circumstances would have been painful to her, Hannah, by her 
absence, had focused attention on their marital troubles? And was he, in 
another somewhat cryptic statement, conceding that a pretty face had led 
him to commit some form of indiscretion: "Compared to her [Hannah]," he 
asked, "what is Beauty and Parade" (December 1)? 

Here the matter ended, so far as the record shows, for JI returned home 
in late December and, for the most part, remained there for the next three 
months. There are only infrequent references in their subsequent correspon- 
dence to this mysterious threat to the happiness of their marriage, nor is it 
alluded to in the letters of the Johnston family that have survived. Whatever 
it was, JI may well have told the truth when he said that he had learned his 
lesson, that indeed he had a greater appreciation of his wife than ever before. 

1 In June, 1779, before setting out to take his seat in Congress, Hewes 
complained of ill health. His journey, he reported later, had further reduced 
his strength. Hewes to Caswell, June 22, 1779, Clark, State Records, XIV, 
129; Hewes to Caswell, July 27, 1779, Gratz Collection, HSP. In October, he 
requested that the General Assembly relieve him of his duties, and he resigned 
on the twenty-ninth. Clark, State Records, XIII, 945; Burnett, LCC, IV, ix. 
Still in Philadelphia, he died on November 10, at the age of forty-nine. 
Congress set the following day for the funeral, which was well attended, with 
many of the mourners wearing crape around their left arms. Hewes was 
buried in the cemetery at Christ Church, next to Congressman William Henry 
Drayton of South Carolina who had died two months earlier. Ford, JCC, XV, 
1252; Pennsylvania Gazette (Philadelphia), November 17, 1779. 

2 On December 24, 1779, JI, Samuel Johnston, and Hewes's nephew Nathan- 
iel Allen appeared in the Chowan inferior court and took an oath as executors 
of Hewes's estate. Chowan Minute Book, 1772-1779, A&H. 
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William Hooper to James Iredell 

[ca. December 31, 1779] 

My Dear Sir 

I have waited for more than a fortnight with extreme solicitude 
for an opportunity to answer your most obliging letter from New- 
bern. But no opportunity by a private hand has yet presented 
itself, and I am apprehensive that the post-riders, either from the 
extreme cold or the miserable support which the Congress afford 
them, have declined the office. When I have finished this scrawl 
I will deposit it with some friend, and leave its further progress 
towards you to the chapter of accidents. 

The strong sensibility which you express for the small atten- 
tions which my family had it in their power to show you while 
you were in this part of the country, gives us occasion to lament 
that they were not proportionate to your merit and our wishes. 
We have reflected with much concern since you left us, that you 
were exposed to the necessity of being at lodgings while at Wil- 
mington, when, had we perfected the resolution which we had 
begun, we should have been inhabitants of the town, and had the 
happiness of having you altogether to ourselves. We, I say; for 
believe me you are the eternal subject of conversation with my wife 
and little ones, and the dixit of Mr. Iredell is a knock-down argu- 
ment against any thing that I may happen to dissent from them in. 
Our pain at parting was reciprocal. Mrs. H. and myself moved on 
in solemn silence homewards, with a strange mixture of sorrow 
and congratulation—at once desirous to restore you to your 
amiable family, and lamenting that they could not be happy but 
at our loss. The warmth of gratitude with which you are animated 
reminds me of an anecdote at John Cook's table; who, having set 
down McGuire and myself and others to a piece of roast beef, 
very devoutly cried out, "thank God for this"—to which McGuire 
replied, "Methinks you are very thankful for small matters." 
Would to God that souls that were made for each other, to give and 
to receive happiness, had not been made so much the sport of 
fortune as to be cast where they live to each other only upon 
paper, denied that fervor of sympathy which flows from personal 
intercourse and a communion of endearing offices. 

I must again strike upon the melancholy string. It is eternally 
uppermost with me, and notwithstanding the wonted sprightli- 
ness of my disposition, the death of Hewes still preys upon my 
feelings. Little disposed heretofore to take the gloomy side of the 
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picture, my imagination recoils from every thing that might 
tend to allay my present distress, and in spite of all my philosophy 
I am effeminately afflicted. He was my very intimate friend. I 
knew and had probed the secret recesses of his soul, and found it 
devoid of guilt and replete with benignity. I loved him, and I 
believe that I was very dear to him—but a long series of sickness 
had prepared his mind for the fatal stroke, and his body shattered 
with repeated violence could not, I was well assured, long brave 
his periodical complaints; the news of his dangerous antecedent 
illness was to me a harbinger of the worst. I anticipated it, and 
yet when the shock came I was unprepared for it. Happy apathy! 
How much to be envied are those who view the changes of human 
life as necessarily growing out of the eternal system of things, 
not to be lamented, because not— 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 436-438). McRee places this surviving part 
of the letter at the end of his chapter on 1779, a reasonable location since 
it was in response to one from JI—now missing—dealing with JFs recent 
stay during the session of the Wilmington District Superior Court. The date 
is also approximated from JI to Hannah Iredell, December 8, 1779, above. 
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1780 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Hertford, Monday evening 
[ca. March 25, 1780] 

My dear Hannah, 

You may be surprised I am no further, but I loitered away a 
couple of hours at Mrs. Knox's, expecting every moment a very 
heavy rain, and after all there were only two or three Showers. 
I had a little rain on the road, but very little, and was not at all 
wet. I propose starting very early in the morning, and as I have 
no Clients to attend to, shall probably do so. 

I have just been taking a solitary walk, recalling a thousand 
reflexions, which have made me a little grave, comparing the past 
with the present in many melancholy instances, and particularly 
in one, which is often the subject of my most painful recollection. 
How checquered and chagrining the Events of Life are! What 
continual exercise for Philosophy! The most happy People in life 
are in many instances wretchedly miserable. What are the re- 
sources but fortitude and resignation to sustain our part well, 
and believe Events are best ordered by divine Providence? 

I am really grave; the current of my thoughts has made me so; 
and you must excuse this preaching. My thoughts usually have a 
very sober turn when I am alone, and that is my Case this Eve- 
ning. 0! when I compare it with my late ones, what a difference? 
Believe me, I shall not delay a moment in returning to such. Too 
happy perhaps, if I know how to value them, in having to many 
of them at my Command. 

Adieu! my dear Hannah, take care of yourself and remember 
me to everybody, but don't shew this dull letter to a single Soul. 
It can only be read patiently by her who entirely governs the heart 
of [ . . . ] most truly affectionate 

Jas Iredell. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). The letter appears to have been written just 
after JI set off on a tour of the superior court districts. Furthermore, its 
contents reveal that it was penned sometime after JI and Hannah Iredell had 
their serious marital trouble. See JI to Hannah Iredell, September 6, 1779 
(second letter of that date), December 8, 1779, above. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Booth 29 March 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I have just time by Mr. Gray to tell you we got up here very well 
yesterday evening. Your Brother seems to be a good deal better 
and sets off for Hillsborough with me tomorrow. I continue 
perfectly well, and so is all the family. Gaby rode up the greatest 
part of the way on horseback, and was very entertaining. Pray 
let me hear often from you and take the best care of yourself. My 
greatest anxiety will be about you till my return. I am sorry the 
time and this scrap of paper obliges me so soon to tell you I am 
ever your most affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton. By favor 
Mr. Gray." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Elk Marsh 13th April 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I have at length the pleasure of writing to you from here. I have 
extremely regretted that I had no opportunity since I left Booth of 
writing to you before, or hearing from you, which I am very 
anxious to do, having felt a great deal of pain about the state of 
health I left you in. I greatly flatter myself however that this 
reviving season will entirely restore your health, and give me the 
happiness of meeting you perfectly well. I am quite so myself, 
except being troubled with a slight cold, which the muddy streets 
of Hillsborough gave me.1 My eye, I think, is entirely well. It 
continued for several days very weak, but appears strong enough 
now, and of its proper size. I wrote to you that I was to have your 
Brother's company up with me. I had it accordingly, and it con- 
tributed very much to the ease and satisfaction of the Journey. 
He has profited however very little by it, for besides getting 
scarcely any money, he was during the greatest part of the time 
troubled extremely with the tooth-ach, and a pain in his shoulder. 
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His health otherwise was good, and he was in tolerable spirits. 
We came here yesterday morning to breakfast, and your Brother 
set off soon after. Mr. Hooper, who came down with us and now 
here, is to go with me to Booth tomorrow, where I would willingly 
have declined going at all, but that all my cloaths are there (your 
Brother and I carrying only Peter with us) and your Brother 
expressed a desire of my accompanying him, otherwise talked of 
waiting himself, when I knew he was very anxious to get home. 
(Mr. Hooper is very well, and his Company a great relief to me, 
otherwise my time at present would pass very disagreeably here, 
for that spunging creature Lothbury is shut up in the house with 
us, and so insolent with his Tory Conversation and sly slanders, 
that we have been obliged to handle him a little roughly, and 
should have done it much more if it had been in a different house. 
However, he seems a little sick of it, and much more humble for 
the reproofs he has received. This Family, I think, are better 
recovered from their loss than I expected to find them, except old 
Mrs. McCulloch, whose heart seems almost broke, tho' even she 
appears more at ease—a good deal than when we went up. Frohock 
is still very severely confined, but in a fairer way of recovery than 
for a long time past. (We went to see him today. He has been, and 
frequently is still in extreme pain, and mostly confined to his 
bed,) and till within a few days past, when a new Doctor from 
Halifax (one Dr. Love) came to attend him, his chance seemed 
very hazardous. Your brother, as I told you, got very little money 
at Hillsborough. Mr. Hooper, I believe none but what was due 
him before; I only my Salary. Strudwick has engaged me in his 
suits, upon a promise to pay me the value of £100, as money was at 
its best. This was what I asked upon consulting your Brother, who 
told me it ought to be £100 sterling, but he knew my modesty would 
not suffer me to ask it. I expect to receive between £500 and £1000 
of this at Wilmington. The value of the whole, if paid now, would 
be about £5000, which I think is a pretty good fee. Travelling has 
not been so expensive as I expected so that I hope to return with 
at least some money in my pockets. Your Brother, in addition to 
his numberless acts of goodness, has conferred one on me which 
I value almost as much as any of the rest. He has had the kindness 
to give me advice, which I much wanted. He took occasion, in the 
most gentle and friendly manner, to speak to me about my in- 
temperate manner of speaking, which (if I did not get the better 
of it) he said, he feared, would be a great prejudice to me. The 
confusion he was in, and the pain I am sure he felt, showed in 
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the strongest light the extreme goodness of his heart, and his 
very flattering regard for me. I assure you, I am not only grateful 
for it, but proud of it. The few words he said have made the deepest 
impression on me. They are [ever] present to me. They frequently 
check rising passionate expressions, and if any except me, I 
instantly reproach myself. I hope I shall be the better for them as 
long as I live, well knowing the happy advantage of having such 
a friend. How valuable are all his instructions, and how much I 
am concerned in observing them. And I am well satisfied that it 
is in every body's power greatly to improve themselves, that it is 
their duty to do so, and that constant care, as it is requisite, so 
in all probability it will be successful. I view him. I view Mr. 
Hooper. I would wish to be like them. It would be my honour and 
happiness to be so, but that is impossible even in very distant 
degree without extreme care and unremitting attention. I am 
anxious to know about Nelly. I wish she would follow her Mother's 
example in the facility of receiving instruction and having 
pleasure in doing so. My hopes about her once were very sanguine. 
I confess they are no longer so. When I can come down is very 
uncertain. I know nothing at present about the business of the 
Court, and therefore can form no Judgment. One thing however 
I know very well, that I am, My dear Hannah, very anxious to see 
you, and shall fly to you the moment I am permitted. I hope in 
God to find you perfectly well. I shall go to Dukinfield and either 
go to Eden house or Town, as I find where you are, tho' if I know 
certainly of your being at the former place, I may possibly go 
immediately there. I promised Charles Johnson to write to him 
if there was any news, and would do it at any rate, but I really 
at present have not time. Pray acquaint him of this with my best 
respects. The fate of Charlestown is very doubtful, tho' it is 
extremely strong. Some intelligent People think the Enemy have 
little chance but by water, that there their operations will be 
extremely difficult. One passage to the Country only is open to 
the Town, by a ferry at a placed called Hadrell's point on Cooper 
River, at the mouth of which several Ships are sunk to obscure 
the Enemy. The Town however are in the highest Spirits, and 
even Ladies insist on staying to abide the fate of their Husbands 
and Relations. John Hamilton was lately taken a Prisoner in a 
small party. I saw a letter from himself mentioning it. You will 
please to give my love in a very affectionate manner to your 
Sister and the Children, not forgetting Nelly tho' I believe she is 
indifferent about it. Mention me also kindly to Nat Allen and my 
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other Friends, and believe me, my dearest Hannah, Your ever 
faithfully affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I have wrote great part of this in the dark. You must not for 
the world forget Wm. Dawson's Family. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 JI does not mention why there was no session of the superior court at 
Salisbury, which he normally attended immediately prior to the session at 
Hillsborough. However, the military situation in the backcountry probably 
provides a partial answer. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Booth 16th April 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

If you knew how much pain any reproaches from you give me, 
you would be careful never to make them but on sure grounds. I 
have not enjoyed a moment's ease since I received your letter of 
the 9th. April,1 and yet I am fully conscious of deserving none of 
the severity with which you treat me. I had wrote to you a pretty 
long letter from your Brother John's,2 and as you knew I intended 
it, you might have supposed such a thing probable, tho' it had 
not come to hand. This surely would excuse my writing a short 
letter the next morning,3 when I had time to do no more, was 
obliged to write just as we were sitting down to breakfast, and to 
take a little scrap of paper out of a very small quantity on the 
table. I should not in such Circumstance have wrote at all, if I had 
not thought it would be better to receive a short letter from me 
than none. For the future, I suppose I must act otherwise. Why, 
my dear Hannah, will you thus distress yourself and me? That 
letter has given me the most dreadful anguish, which I shall not 
soon get over. The disappointment was too severe. The letter I 
flattered myself with receiving, and that I did receive, were too 
opposite in their nature, not to afflict me in the most sensible 
manner. Ever since I have been gone I have been pleasing myself 
with the thought of my return. The nearer the time approached, 
the more my spirits increased. That fatal letter has entirely 
damped them. It hangs a weight upon my mind, which I cannot 
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get rid of. I am obliged most painfully to regret, that when I feel 
myself every day more and more deserving of your confidence, I 
should be so unfortunate as to be totally deprived of it, and 
exposed to perpetual suspicion, which must corrode the breast of 
any Man. In this horrid situation I will still however endeavour 
to discharge my duty. My whole regards and attention shall be 
fixed on you. Every Effort shall be exerted to make you happy. 
My Affection, I can dare to say, shall be yours alone. If after all, 
I cannot avoid an unfounded suspicion, I will try, hard as it will 
be, to submit to the consequences without murmuring. I must 
consider it as a punishment brought on me originally by my own 
imprudence, which has been perhaps too great to entitle me to 
hope for any salutary effects from Repentance and Amendment. 
Still however, the severest part of my punishment will remain. 
You must be unhappy also. For God's sake therefore, my dear 
Hannah, entertain more favourable thoughts of me. I do really, 
believe me, deserve it. My assurances that you speak so lightly 
of, have been (lately at least) most sacredly observed. I am, I think 
a better Man than you suppose me. 

I wrote you a long letter from Colo. McCulloch's. Mr Hooper 
and I came here the evening before last, and are to go to Town 
this afternoon. I shall do every thing in my power to hasten the 
business, and be with you as soon as possible. I hope in God by 
that time you may think a little more kindly of me. Your Brother 
is better than he was, tho' still, I think, not perfectly well. Mrs. 
Johnston talks of going down on Tuesday, and is to stay at dif- 
ferent places on the road till near the time of our Court. I give this 
to J Gray, who goes as far as Mrs. Bryan's with her, and from 
thence immediately to his Father's. I am much obliged to you 
for inclosing me the news, and for your taking the trouble to copy 
the debates, but not for your burning them. I will endeavour to 
answer Mr. Johnston's letter,4 which has greatly obliged me. Pray 
give my love to our Sister and her Family, Mrs Dawson's &c and 
be assured that I am with great truth and sincerity, tho' at present 
feeling the greatest pain, my dear Hannah, Your ever affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell." 

1 Not found. 
2 Not found. 
3 JI to Hannah Iredell, March 29, 1780, above. 
4 Not found. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax 19th. April 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

You will now only receive a letter I wrote you from Col. Mc- 
Culloch's near a week ago, and which was deposited by me in 
town the next day for Dudley to carry, who was to have set off 
many days ago, but is still here, tho' apparently in earnest about 
going at last. Mr. Hooper and I went on Friday evening to Booth, 
and came away with your Brother on Sunday. While there I 
received your very distressing letter of the 9th Instant, which has 
made me more unhappy than any Circumstance I have experienced 
for a long time past. I wrote you a long letter in consequence of it, 
and gave it to J. Gray, who was going down with Mrs. Johnston 
as far as Mrs Bryan's, and from there immediately to his Father's. 
Mrs. Johnston and the Children were to go on gradually and 
slowly, calling at many places, on their way down. They intended 
setting off yesterday, but the weather being bad, I suppose it will 
be today. Miss Peggy is to stay up some time. I believe You will 
think, when you have read my last letter, that you have been much 
too precipitate in forming an ill opinion of me, and not a little un- 
kind in using such cruel expressions. I cannot, my dear Hannah, 
support any unkindness from you. I am sure I do not at present 
greatly deserve it. My situation must certainly be a very hard one, 
if in spite of my utmost efforts, and when I have the happiness to 
feel my mind returning to its proper state of ease and tranquillity, 
and entire affection for you, I am to be perpetually exposed to a 
most painful suspicion, because I once deserved it, and no allow- 
ance is to be made for any circumstances in my Conduct at a 
distance, when it cannot be fully known, but it must immediately 
be imputed to this most unhappy source. You will find I wrote 
a pretty long letter from your Brother Johnston's, and that from 
Booth which You resent so much, was all I had it in my power 
to write. I know nothing else that can have offended you. My 
Conscience, thank God, is entirely at ease. But my mind is in a 
most distressed condition, and will be till I know that you think 
more justly of me. It is a little uncertain when I can get away 
from here, but I have great hopes of being with you Tuesday or 
Wednesday. If by any accident I should not, you may be assured 
Business alone detains me. Unless I hear of your being at Mrs. 
Dawson's, I shall go immediately to Dukinfield; otherwise per- 
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haps I may go directly there. I beg you to give my Love to your 
Sister and Nelly and the Children. I am anxious to know about 
Nelly. I wrote to Charles Johnson1 by J. Gray. Remember me to 
him and my other Friends, particularly N. Allen and Mr. Smith, 
if in town. Your Brother is pretty well, Mr. Hooper entirely so, 
and I have nothing to complain of but that most unfortunate 
letter. Once more let me entreat you to think a little better of me, 
and believe me, my dear Hannah, uneffectedly, truly, and most 
anxiously, Your very faithful and affect. Husband 

Jas Iredell 

NB. Love to Mrs. Dawson's Family. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Not found. 

Order for Repairing the Suffolk-Edenton Road 

State of North Carolina 
Edenton District 
[May 1,1780] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Edenton District, on the first Day of May  
in the Year of our Lord One Thouand Seven Hundred and eighty 
 before the Honourable Samuel Ashe, Samuel Spencer, 
and John Williams Esquires 
 Judges of the said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that for a long 
time past there has been, and yet is a certain common and ancient 
public Highway, leading from the Town of Suffolk in Virginia to 
the aforesaid Town of Edenton, used for all the faithful Subjects 
of the said State, and Strangers resorting to the same, with their 
Horses, Carts, and Carriages, to go, return, pass, ride, and labour 
at their will and pleasure, and that a certain part of the same 
common and ancient public highway, at a place called Ballard's 
Bridge, situate, lying, and being in the county of Chowan, in the 
District aforesaid, containing in length one hundred and fifty 
yards, and in breadth five yards, on the first day of January in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Seventy Seven, 
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and continually afterwards, until the day of the taking of this 
Inquisition, at the said County, in the said District, was, and yet 
is very ruinous, broken, and in great decay for want of due separa- 
tion and amendment of the same so that the faithful Subjects of 
the said State, and Strangers resorting to the same through the 
said part of the said highway, with their Horses, Carts, and Car- 
riages, could not during the time aforesaid, nor yet can go, return, 
pass, ride, and labour, without great danger of their lives, and the 
loss of their goods, to the great damage and common Nuisance 
of all the faithful Subjects of the said State, and Strangers resort- 
ing thereto, through the said part of the said highway going, 
returning, passing, riding, and labouring, and against the Peace 
and Dignity of the said State; and that David Meredith Husband 
of Sarah late Widow and Executrix of Richard Brownrigg Esquire, 
and Guardian of John Brownrigg, his eldest Son, the said part of 
the said Highway (so being in decay) ought to repair and amend, 
when and so often as it shall be necessary. 

Jas Iredell Att. Genl. 

MS (Edenton District Superior Court Records, 1780-1782, A&H). Document 
written and signed by JI. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Cuffnels 12 May 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you a line very suddenly from Dukinfield yesterday 
before I set off, and was extremely sorry to be under the necessity 
of troubling you in such a manner about the rum. I met the 
gentlemen, as I told you I was to do, at the Tomb's store, and we 
went immediately on, being unfortunately exposed to all the bad 
weather till about half past 5, when we arrived here, Mr. Hooper 
and myself I mean. The Judges, we imagine, went either to 
Windsor or Mr. Gray's. We stopped no where on the road, seeing 
no chance of the weather being better. Mr. Hooper is no otherwise 
the worse than from his eye paining him, and I feel no in- 
convenience at all. We have a prospect, I think now, of good 
weather all the rest of the way. I shall write you immediately on 
my arrival at Newbern and frequently afterwards. Let me depend 
on hearing from you. My anxiety will be very great and my fears 
on a certain head not quite easy. Your coolness or indifference 
will distract me. I will earnestly endeavour not to deserve it. No 
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misery in human life would be half so tormenting. Not unless you 
give me further reason to think so. I will not make myself so un- 
happy as to suppose it. 

I trouble you with a letter for Dr. Savage. If he does not come 
to Town before the next post let it be inclosed under another 
cover and directed to him at Broad Creek near Bath, and forwarded 
by the Post. 

Pray give my love to your Sister and Nelly &c &c, and believe 
me ever most faithfully and affectionately, Yours. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax 13th. May 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

How much will you be astonished at receiving a letter from me 
dated from here. The Circumstances which have occassioned it are 
very provoking, but were unavoidable, according to the route we 
pursued. I wrote you from Mr. Charlton's, where we got the first 
night. The next day we rendezvou'd in Windsor with the two 
Judges, who had gone to Mr. Gray's. Consulting the knowing ones 
there, we were told that we could not cross at Skewaroky, nor 
at Whitmill Hill's, but that we possibly might at one Norfleet's 
near Horn's (where Mrs. Granbery, and now Mrs. Horn lives). To 
this place it was determined to go, contrary to my opinion, which 
was to try at Black's. We went on to Horn's, found the way by 
Norfleet's was impassable, and proceeded to Mrs. Bryan's. This 
morning we tried if we could go by Edward's, but found a gut in 
the way not passable without swimming, and not feeling inclined 
to venture that, nor Mr. Williams's Chair being able at any rate to 
get along, we Left Spencer on the spot growling very [. . .], and 
determined to get across, if he flew over it. How he fared we know 
not, but our only resource was then this Ferry which we got very 
well over. The Fresh has been very high, but is abated very much, 
altho' it seems rising, we are told, again. 

Our stay here will be extremely short, as we have not a moment 
to spare. I shall write to you as soon as I get to Newbern, and hope 
to hear frequently from you. Let me intreat you to think kindly of 
me, and to take care of your health. Your thoughts of me some- 
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times, I think, are not generous or just enough. I know I have 
deserved very [.-..] but I do not now. Don't let me be punished 
when the fault is removed. My only happiness centers in your love 
and kindness. I shall be the most miserable of Men when I am 
deprived (which God forbid) of either. Remember me affectionately 
to all my Friends, laugh as little as possible at our misfortunes, 
and be [lieve] me Yours most faithfully and affectionately. 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I did not see Miss Cathcart. She went to Booth a day or two 
ago, and was then, I am told, very well. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 18th. May 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

At length, after an infinite deal of difficulty and trouble, we have 
arrived in Newbern. I wrote you from Halifax of the disagreeable 
Circuit we were obliged to make in consequence of a very high 
fresh, which made the Roads almost impassable. We staid only to 
dine in it, and proceeded on, little apprehensive of the further diffi- 
culties we had to encounter, and thinking only of the extraordinary 
distance. But this was nothing, compared to other things. Besides 
Tar and Neuse Rivers which were very high, and very difficult, 
we had to pass a great many deep water courses, some where 
bridges were torn up, mill dams broke, or the water from its 
natural depth at this remarkable season entirely unfordable. Not- 
withstanding all these things, we had however the good luck to 
avoid always swimming ourselves, tho' our horses were obliged to 
do it three or four times. Planks or Canoes were fortunately at 
hand for us. The weather was excessively bad, and we got very 
wet several times. It has had however no ill effect on Mr. Hooper 
or myself, who are quite well, but Mr. Williams has a most severe 
inflammation in his eyes and pain in his head and fever, which has 
confined him ever since he came to Town. It was not in our power, 
with out utmost diligence, to get here sooner than last night, which 
completed the seventh since we left Edenton. We consoled our- 
selves very much with finding Mr. Spencer behind, for tho' he got 
over that Gut (at a higher part of it) I wrote to you about, yet he 
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did not arrive here till this morning, having been carousing with 
perfect content for two or three days at Jacob Blount's,1 which we 
knew was the only object that made him in a fever to leave us. I 
staid one night on the road with Dr. Ferguson. Mr. Hooper and 
Williams staid with Capt Foote at about a quarter of a mile's 
distance. The Doctor received me very kindly, and his Wife was 
earnestly hospitable and obliging. She is one of the fattest Women 
I ever saw, but has a likely face, and an agreeable manner. His 
Son is a fine stout fellow. There is nothing to complain of but the 
house, only two small rooms under a very mean roof, but this is 
owing to the dwelling house being some years ago burnt and the 
present difficulty of building. The great [Toast?] Mrs. Barren is 
at last married, and who do you think to? No other than the cele- 
brated Mr. James Ellis.2 The ceremony &c was performed on 
Sunday last in the presence of about 50 People. I saw them by 
accident at Cooke's this evening, having not had time to pay them 
a visit. Neither have I been able (which I must regret) to see Mrs. 
Gordon. Poor Peggy, from the accounts I hear I fear is going. She 
is at present in the neighbourhood of Bath, trying change of air, 
but it is in an [. . .] [imm]ersed Country Place, where she can 
see no company. She has been at [Rissifs], but is now at [Rat- 
ten's.] I have a great mind to ask her Mother to send her for a 
while to Edenton. Possibly a little new Society might revive her 
spirits, and have a good effect on her health. In this case however, 
she must come away before the sickly months. It is shocking to see 
a fine young Girl going gradually out of life in such a manner. I 
fear she is naturally of a consumptive habit and that repeated 
Colds not properly attended to have brought her into her present 
situation. God grant the event may be better than there is too 
much reason to dread. To end the private news of this Town, Mrs. 
Vail died last Saturday or Sunday. 

The accounts are very distressing from the Southward. Charles- 
town without a most speedy and unexpected relief, must certainly 
fall, and the Continental Troops with it.3 The Town is entirely 
surrounded, many Posts possessed by the Enemy in the neighbour- 
hood, and some at a distance from it, and they have successfully 
surprised our people twice. Add to this melencholy account an 
intelligence that I am afraid is too certain, that the garrison have 
only 4 weeks Provisions. They however support their spirit amaz- 
ingly, and importunately urge, they say, to receive only a quarter 
allowance. It is said also, the Enemy have been repulsed with con- 
siderable loss in two attacks. But notwithstanding these dis- 
couraging  Circumstance,  it  is  consolation  that  the  Maryland 
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Troops and perhaps more are actually advancing, and that a large 
supply of Musquets is arrived at Halifax from Philadelphia. 8,000 
of our Militia are ordered, I am told, to be embodied: 4,000 by the 
Assembly, and 4,000 by the governor, in consequence of a power 
given him. That number, I am sure, cannot possibly be raised, but 
it is certainly necessary to make very great exertions. 

I have been skimming over the laws, so far as a very few minutes 
would permit me. They are certainly the vilest collection of trash 
ever formed by a legislative body. My Salary in Court is £500. I 
know not if they have done any thing about the fees.4 There seems 
very little business this Court, but of that little I have a share. Tho' 
I say it who should not say it, I appear to be of some Consideration. 
This, you will say, will add to an intolerable stock of vanity. But I 
hope such a saying will have more smartness than truth in it. 

Expences are monstrous. My jaunt here has cost me about 600 
Dollars on the road. And the Depreciation will certainly proceed 
most rapidly, for they are giving away the money at the printing 
office in so public and careless a manner as to make it quite 
contemptible. 

Wilson Blount pressed me very much to stay at his house, and 
when I declined that, to let him keep my horses, but I declined that 
also. Cooke has never said a word on the subject. A little singular, 
I think. 

I had the honour to dine to day with his Excellency. I have not 
been able yet to mouth the word to him, but must learn it by de- 
grees. The Lady is highly pleased, and they are preparing to 
occupy the palace.5 

I don't know whether I shall have time now to write to Nelly. I 
will however at any rate endeavour to do it before I leave Town, 
for I am much pleased with her Conduct lately, and think I ought 
to take notice of it. I wish to God she would always with equal 
discretion try to make her Friends happy. 

I have wrote this letter very late at night, after every body was 
gone to bed. I am at my old good lodgings, Mrs. Thomlinson's. I 
have had great pain in the thought of the anxiety you will suffer 
(as I am proud to think) about not hearing from me either by 
Friday's post, or Williamson, who left this yesterday morning 
before I came in. I dread too lest you should think ill of me before 
Williamson arrives, imputing my not writing, to a supposed care- 
lessness you are too apt to suspect me of. O! my dear Hannah, do 
for God's sake, think better of me. If you knew what anxiety and 
distress my mind suffers about you, you really would. I am some- 
times miserable in my fears about you. Your health is the constant 
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object of my thoughts as the most important circumstance in life 
to me. That and your affection, I pray to God, may ever be pre- 
served to me. I see, with the most painful anguish, the injustice, 
the impudence, the folly of my former conduct. I reproach myself 
with the strange caprice in my temper I still sometimes subject 
you to. I never can cooly reflect on your conduct and my own but 
with admiration of the former, and with deep penetence and sin- 
cere contrition for the other. May your goodness still be extended 
to a Man sincerely sensible of its great value, who has erred, but 
not with an ill heart, who deserves however severe punishment for 
a conduct much too injurious to be defended, but he trusts in God, 
does not in his present state of penetence and contrition (which is 
the source of extreme misery to him) deserve so dreadful, so fatal 
a one as the loss of your affection. This let me ever enjoy. 

If I lose everything else I will cling and grapple to that with 
pleasure. O! words cannot express how highly I love, honour, and 
admire you. Adieu! Heaven bless you. I will write you by all 
opportunities. Direct your next letter to me in Wilmington, and 
desire your Brother, if he [. . .] enough to write to me, to do the 
same. You will be good enough to mention me to him, Mrs. 
Johnston, the children and our Family (Nelly in particular) 
with great love, and believe, really believe that I am, and ever, 
ever will be, my dearest Hannah, Your most faithfully affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Mention not generally the 4 weeks provision. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 Jacob Blount, father of several sons who played a prominent part in North 
Carolina history, was the husband of Barbara Gray of Bertie County, whose 
family JI sometimes stayed with when passing through that area. He eventu- 
ally owned several thousand acres of land near his home, Blount Hall, located 
sixteen miles southwest of present-day Greenville. More importantly, Blount 
founded what was probably the largest mercantile business in the early 
history of the state, to say nothing of an active political career with a variety 
of posts, including service in the colonial assembly and the provincial con- 
gresses. Keith and Masterson, Blount Papers, I, xiv-xvii. 

2 James Ellis was a New Bern merchant. Clark, State Records, XIII, 
459-460. 

3 Actually, Charleston had fallen on May 12, 1780; the British captured 
over 5,000 American troops. 

4 The first session of the General Assembly for 1780 met at New Bern from 
April 17 to May 10. Apparently the legislature took no action on fees for the 
attorney general, although it did, as JI says, allow him "five hundred pounds 
for each court he shall attend for his services as Attorney General." Clark, 
State Records, XXIV, 326-327. 
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5 Abner Nash had at that session of the General Assembly been elected 
governor to succeed Richard Caswell, who, according to the state constitution, 
was compelled to step down after three successive terms. The Nash family 
was preparing to move into the Governor's Palace, built by William Tryon in 
1770. 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Newbern 19th. May 1780 

My dear Nelly, 

Tho' I am hurried in ten thousand ways I cannot deny myself 
the pleasure of writing to you a line, to thank you for your late 
conduct, and express the satisfaction it has given me. It has en- 
tirely restored you to my good opinion, and I hope in God you will 
never forfeit it again. If you knew how happy you make your 
Friends by a conduct best calculated to make yourself so, I never 
should have the misery, I think, to remark on any other. I must 
refer you to your Aunt for news of every kind, about Miss Gordon, 
and all others. Give my love to my young Pupil, and tell him I 
shall examine him on my return. I have not time to write a word 
more but that I am, and ever will be, my dear Nelly, Your ex- 
tremely affectionate Uncle and Friend 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair." 

The State v. Peter Poushet 

State of North Carolina 
Newbern District 
[ca. May 20, 1780] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Newbern in the said District on the fifteenth day of May in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty, and in 
the fourth year of the Independence of the said State, before the 
Honorable Samuel Ashe, Samuel Spencer, and John Williams 
Esquires Judges of the said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that Peter 
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Poushet late of the County of Craven in the District aforesaid 
Yeoman, on the second day of March in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty, and in the fourth year of the 
Independence of the said State, at the County aforesaid, in the 
District aforesaid, Four False, forged, and counterfeit Bills, coun- 
terfeited to the likeness and similitude of Four good, hue, and 
current Bills of public Credit of the said State, of the denomination 
of one hundred Dollars cash, emitted by authority of an Act of the 
General Assembly of the said State passed at Smithfield the fif- 
teenth day of May in the year of our Lord One thousand seven 
hundred and seventy nine, did fraudalently and feloniously utter 
and pass to one Peter Reguenoi in the said County and District 
then being, as good, hue, and current Bills of public Credit of the 
said State, the said Peter Poushet then and there well knowing the 
said four false, forged, and counterfeit Bills, to be false, forged, 
and counterfeit as aforesaid, with intent the said Peter Reguenoi 
to deceive and defraud, against the Peace and Dignity of the said 
State, and also against the form of the Act of the General Assembly 
in that case made and provided. 

Ja. Iredell Att. Genl. 

MS (New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers, A&H). 
Grand jury presentment in JPs hand. "Ind. for passing Count. Money. A True 
Bill." The defendant was found not guilty. New Bern District Superior Court 
Minute Book, A&H. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 21st. May 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I had unspeakable pleasure in receiving by the last post your 
letter of the 16th.1 There was so much genuine kindness in it, and 
such tenderness of expression, that it made me quite happy. I hope 
never again to offend such charming, such delightful Goodness, 
but to prove myself in a greater degree worthy of it. I know I have 
much to make up for. I reflect with infinite regret upon a thousand 
disagreeable things. But I look forward with greater confidence 
and hope, as I feel an alteration entirely calculated to inspire it, 
and to answer the kindness of your wishes. I continually think of 
you, and long, ardently long to be with you. In every Company I 
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consider how insipid and unsatisfactory it is without you. I 
measure the time which must probably elapse before I see you, and 
would if possible add new wings to it. Since your last letter I have 
been constantly congratulating myself on the happiness it afforded 
me. I admire, I thank, I love you for it. God grant I may be able to 
deserve a continuance of what now makes me so very happy. I must 
be lost to every sense of decency and gratitude, if I do not earnestly 
endeavour it. 

It gives me extreme pleasure to hear you were so well. I hope 
you did not deceive me. I wish I had known so well your motive for 
not coming with me to Dukinfield. I would have tried to have got 
over it, and could easily have managed the point about staying, for 
I had no inclination to go as it was that afternoon, being sure it 
would be bad, but I did not choose to oppose it. Our stay might 
have been lucky, for I suppose we should have had the sense the 
next morning to go to Mackay's, and our Halifax tour would have 
been saved. I regretted very much when I saw the afternoon likely 
to be bad, that you had not come over. 

I am now to give you very disagreeable news. Charlestown, I 
believe, is certainly taken. It is said to have been on the 12th. and 
after two days very severe attack, wherein the Enemy I believe 
lost a great many Men, and we, I am afraid, not a few. It is not 
certain whether the Town was carried immediately by Assault or 
Capitulation. The probability from the best account we have seems 
to be in favour of the latter, and we are told that the Garrison were 
allowed to march out of the Town, and to have a truce for ten days, 
during which time they might carry out as many arms &c and as 
much provision as they could. These conditions, if true, will be 
favourable but the account of them is dogged, with this disagree- 
able appendage, that Lord Cornwallis had marched to Camden, 
where was the Governor and the whole strength of South Carolina. 
The People in this State are very much distressed, and every where 
flying from home. Wilmington is crowded with some of the first 
Families. Fourteen Ladies are said to have arrived there last 
Friday and several were there before. They will be moving on, I 
suppose, some to Halifax, others here, and some, I am told, are 
going to Virginia. I wish I could offer any a refuge among us. Such 
Distress it is our duty to relieve. Many who have for many years 
lived in opulence will now, I suppose, have to seek for the common 
necessaries of life. Mr. Hooper intends bringing his Family im- 
mediately here, and perhaps afterwards (which I strongly press 
for many reasons) going to Booth or the Neighborhood of Halifax. 
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Mr. Telfair and he understand each other about the former. Mr. 
Hooper will not interfere with the convenience of his Family, but 
Mr. Telfair's being very large, he wishes if possible to get some 
other house, lest he should distress your Brother by occupying the 
whole of his. George Hooper's Family are coming along here, under 
the painful situation of her being very big with Child. But Wil- 
mington is certainly no place of security, as the Enemy may take 
it when they please. 

22. I had wrote thus far intending to finish the letter at 
leisure, and send it by the Post. But another opportunity instantly 
offers, and will not permit me by it to write to your Brother or 
anybody else. I will however tomorrow. I shall stay here till near 
the time of Wilmington Court and then go in, if there is no extraor- 
dinary alarm there. Give my love to your Brother and all. Mr. 
Hooper desires his compliments to you and them. I am ever Yours 
most affectionately. 

Ja. Iredell 
Direct to me in Newbern. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 22d. May 1780 

My dear Hannah, 
I was most agreeably surprised this afternoon with your letter 

of the 10th.,1 for I had no expectation of the post arriving till to- 
morrow, and should not perhaps have received your letter 'till 
then, if Mr. Cogdell,2 the Postmaster, who is extremely obliging 
to me, had not been kind enough to send it. It makes me very happy 
to hear of you so lately, and I thank you for your punctuality in 
writing. I have felt deeply for the uneasiness I knew you would 
suffer in being so long without hearing from me. I think with great 
pain of the anxiety you would experience till tomorrow's post, 
which will contain a complete catalogue of our misfortune and 
delays. We have been extremely fortunate however in preserving 
our health thru' all. Mr. Hooper and I are perfectly well, and Mr. 
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Williams almost so. His Company was a great relief to us, for he 
is certainly one of the best natured and most chearful Men living. 
I wrote you yesterday the melancholy intelligence we had received 
about Charlestown. This Letter I had intended, with some addi- 
tions, sending by the Post, but very accidentally this morning met 
with a private opportunity, and made use of it. It was so momen- 
tary, that I had it not in my power to write to your Brother or 
anybody else. I am sorry to hear he complains so much of his 
shoulder. His observations on Mrs. Dawson's conduct are certainly 
too well grounded. I myself remarked it with extreme concern, 
and but for some preceding circumstances, should have been 
greatly astonished at it. I think myself under infinite obligations 
to Mr. Smith. His goodness never deserts him, and while I live, I 
will endeavour to remember his attentions and real services with 
gratitude. I know not whether I may be now able to write to him. 
But do take occasion to assure him how deeply sensible I am of 
his kindness, and of the very affectionate regard I have for him. 
Your Sister has been also very obliging on this occasion. I consider 
myself greatly indebted to her, as I am in a thousand instances, 
and am much pleased with the matter being so settled. I think I 
shall be able to pay for it on my return. I find Mr. Hooper, tho' he 
has engaged half a dozen houses here for himself and Friends, does 
not intend to move his Family till the Enemy (if they come at all) 
arrive at Brunswick, and he insists, on pain of his utmost dis- 
pleasure, on my going to his house immediately from here. So I 
have resolved to do it, and perhaps may be able to set off with him, 
for he is still detained here about some little matters of business. 
You may still however observe the directions I gave you yester- 
day, and direct to me here, for Cogdell is very civil to me, and I 
shall notify to him how to dispose of my letters. The Governor has 
got no official Intelligence of the fate of Charlestown. The Fact of 
its being taken I believe, is too true, but it is yet uncertain whether 
by Assault or Capitulation. We long impatiently to be upon a 
certainty. This unhappy affair has put an end to a grand Ball that 
was to have been given by the Governor tomorrow night, on oc- 
casion of his taking possession of the palace, which he did on 
Saturday, for his place of residence. I shall be sorry if Nelly lost 
her dancing. I thank her very kindly for her intention of writing, 
and can easily excuse her not doing it, tho' I wish she had. She is 
almost entirely restored to my favour, and it would give me great 
pleasure to write to her if I had time. Pray remember me very 
affectionately to her. I saw poor Peggy Gordon this evening. She 
had just come. She does not look quite so bad as I expected, and 
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thinks herself much better for the little excursion, but I am in 
great pain about her. Her appearance is much too consumptive. 
I made an awkward apology for Nelly. She readily forgave her, 
and told me she had intended writing her again but had been by 
one means or other prevented. I am very sorry to hear your Sister 
is so constantly distrest with the head ache. Pray remember me 
with great affection to her and the children. I hope the day or two 
you proposed spending at Pembroke will be of service to you both. 
We feast upon Strawberries here. Don't fail to make my best com- 
pliments to all Mr. Cabarrus's Family. I have had great reason, 
considering every thing, to be satisfied with this Court. There has 
not been much business, but I have been applied to in almost every 
thing. I have already received in civil Suits £1,240 in paper, besides 
19 silver Dollars, and I expect to receive tomorrow £500, and my 
Salary for this and Edenton Courts, which will be £1,000. I very 
much wish I could contrive you some of this, to pay for the Rum 
and other things, but I can't devise any method of doing it. My fear 
is, that as usual the money will be much depreciated before I lay it 
out. I shall carefully preserve the little hard money to the last. 
Would you believe that I got my half [....] The house was on our 
road here, and I found the Woman had preserved it with great care. 
I regretted my not being able to afford her the whole, and paid her 
50 Dollars. You must not expect to hear with any regularity from 
me after this post because Mr. Hooper lives 7 miles from Wilming- 
ton, and the Post is only there once a week. You may be assured 
however that I will be as diligent as possible in availing myself 
of it. 

With respect to my heart, it is, my dear Hannah, entirely and 
wholly yours. I cherish the dear and agreeable persuasion, and 
will never part with it. My happiness, my thoughts, my every thing 
is centered in you. God grant you may be able to preserve your 
health. I shall chide every moment's delay, and when I am per- 
mitted to go, shall fly to you with all possible expedition. Let me 
again beg you to give my love to your Sister, my dear Nelly in 
particular, and the other children, distinguishing also among 
these my young Pupil, who I hope does something. Adieu! my dear 
Hannah. May Heaven ever bless you! Yours most faithfully and 
affectionately. 

Jas Iredell 
RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 

1 Not found. 
2 Richard Cogdell of New Bern held at one time or another a wide variety 

of local offices, and served in the legislature and the provincial congresses. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 24th. May 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

You will miss receiving a letter from me next Friday, I do assure 
you, without any fault of mine. I understood the Post came in here 
on Fridays, but very unexpectedly on Thursday evening received 
yours and your Brother's letters.1 I immediately went to Cogdell 
(the Postmaster ) to enquire when the Post went out again. He told 
me at ten o'clock the next morning. I accordingly, tho' very busy, 
that evening and the next morning wrote letters to you and your 
Brother and several others, and sent them to the Post office before 
nine. They were however too late. Cogdell oblidged my watch 
being too slow, but I made particular enquiry and found it was 
not. This, and this only, my dear Hannah, is the reason of this 
unfortunate disappointment. I sent you however by a private 
opportunity a letter I had first intended, for that post, but God 
knows when you will receive it, for I am told the Man lingered a 
good while after he resolved to go. I am just setting off for the 
Southward. Mr. Hooper went this morning. I wished, but was not 
able to go with him. I have received for fees here in all £2,340— 
besides 19 silver Dollars, and my salary money for Edenton and 
Newbern, and arrears of Halifax, which have made out, and 
amounts to me in £1250. But my expences are very heavy. Thank 
God, there is no certain Intelligence yet of the surrender of 
Charlestown, which enduces us to hope it is a Tory lye to dis- 
courage the People. There is much reason for this suspicion. The 
Surrender is said to have been on the 12th. At George Town, only 
60 miles distant, on the 19th. they had no certainty of it, and it 
began to be disbelieved, and the account at first was only from a 
Post Rider, and Charlestown being blockaded, the Enemy may 
fabricate what lies they please. 

Direct to me, as I before desired, in Newbern. I will give Cogdell 
Directions. They have only one post a week from Cape Fear, so 
you must not after this expect regular intelligence of me. Trust I 
shall from you, there being no such reason to bar you. Tell the 
Gentlemen all I wrote before it, as Mr. Penn would say, in hubibus, 
but I to a Lady who does not understand Latin more politely say 
in plain English, it is extremely uncertain! 

You must excuse this scribbling. My time and pen admit of 
nothing better. I think constantly of you. God grant I may have 
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the happiness to find you perfectly well. I shall not delay a 
moment in coming to you when I am at liberty. Love &c to all. I 
am ever yours most affectionately 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 

Not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Mason Borough 28th. May 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I have been at this agreeable place ever since Friday. I left 
Newbern so soon after Mr. Hooper that he being detained by 
indisposition and bad weather two or three hours on the road on 
Friday evening, I overtook him, and we came here together. The 
Family are very well, and I, as usual, very happy, but not enough 
so, to forget you, or to cease thinking continually of you. Charles- 
town is certainly taken. I have seen a Gentlemen who heard the 
Capitulation read. The Garrison are made Prisoners of War; the 
Inhabitants, at least such as chuse to s[t]ay, protected in their 
Persons and Property. The Militia are allowed to go home on their 
Parole; the Continental Troops, at least the Officers, paroled to 
Hadrell's point and the distance of 18 miles about it. The sur- 
render, it seems, was not from an immediate want of provisions, 
but in consequence of very near approaches of the British lines, 
which threatened in a short time certain success, perhaps on 
worse terms, and the Inhabitants were extremely importunate, as 
we are told, for the Surrender. This is the Account, as I heard it, 
and believe truly. I hope to be able to get a Copy of the Capitula- 
tion to send to your Brother, but it is very uncertain if I can. We 
hear of nothing further of the British operations, altho' it is ex- 
pected they will be immediately active about some mischief or 
other. Colonel Washington's Light Horse1 have fled to Wilmington, 
and are now there, and will be, I suppose, joined to day by a 
Legion of about 200, partly horse, and part foot, commanded by 
one Colo. Armand,2 who is on his way from the Northward. How 
either, or both intend to proceed, nobody I believe but themselves 
knows. Mr Hooper talks of leaving this in a few days, and he 
most certainly ought to do it. 



160 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

I am to stay here till Tuesday, which is Court day, and I be- 
lieve Post day, so for fear of being too late I shall endeavour to 
continue this here sooner, and expect an opportunity to day. I 
intend writing a line to your Brother. You will mention me very 
affectionately to our Family, and all my Friends, not forgetting 
my particular Friend Nelly, with whom I am now entirely pleased. 
I wish I could write to her, but really have it not now in my power. 
Pray, my dear Hannah, take care of your health. I preserve mine, 
thank God, perfectly. I shall not fail to hasten the Wilmington 
business as much as possible, and fly to you without delay, for I 
assure you even here the time seems irksome which keeps me from 
you, and I long with the utmost impatience to assure and con- 
vince you in person how much and how entirely I am, my dearest 
Hannah, Your faithful and affectionate Husband 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I have had further particulars of the Capitulation. Clinton 
first proposed it, representing his own strength, and advanced 
works, and our weakness, with the improbibility of relief. Lincoln 
desired time to consider. At length the Terms were agreed on, 
when the Garrison had been three days without meat (tho' they 
had plenty of rice, but not it is [said very] good) and after sustain- 
ing a continual Cannonade, some part of the Town was in a man- 
ner open to them. L. desired leave to march out with the honours 
of war, drums beating, colours flying &c. Clinton granted this, 
except that their Colours should not be displayed, nor they play a 
British March. He marched out of the Town without any beat of 
drum at all and with the Colours cased. The British, with an 
uncommon and most pleasing delicacy, marched in exactly in the 
same manner. The Officers are allowed their baggage, sidearms 
&c. Colonel Clark3 is very safe and well. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 Lieutenant Colonel William Washington, a Virginian and distant relative 
of George Washington, had fought with the main Continental army before 
returning to the South, where he distinguished himself as a cavalry com- 
mander in countless engagements. 

2 Colonel Charles Armand took over the remnants of Pulaski's Legion, 
which had been heavily depleted in the fighting around Charleston. 

3 As the guests of the Hoopers, JI shared their concern for Colonel Thomas 
Clark, Mrs. Hooper's brother. See JI to Hannah Iredell, June 4, 1778, n2, 
above. One of the ablest officers in the North Carolina line, Clark had been 
recommended for promotion to brigadier general as early as 1778, but his 
advancement was blocked by the seniority system with several deserving 
colonels in grade longer than he. Moreover, he was opposed by Congressman 
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Thomas Burke who had differences with Clark over the handling of North 
Carolina troops with Washington's army. Clark was captured at Charleston 
and not exchanged until near the end of the war. He was ill during much of 
his captivity and was confined to bed for some time after his release. Schmidt, 
"N.C. Delegates," 193, 268-269; Rankin, N.C. Continentals, 232, 388. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington 2d. June 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I had the pleasure of receiving by the last post your letter of the 
23d. May,1 and sincerely thank you for it. Your punctuality in 
writing gives me great pleasure. I thank God, the business of this 
Court will be very much shortened, altho' the cause is not an 
agreeable one—the universal alarm and anxiety of the People 
about the progress of the British army. We have heard no certain 
particulars of any thing since the surrender. I hope to be with you 
at furtherst by the 13th. or 14th. Instant. I shall go to Dukinfield, 
and either from there to Eden house or Town, as I hear where you 
are. The Judges came to Town before us prodigiously frightened, 
and gave in a manner public notice that no business would be done, 
in consequence of which I fear we have lost some money. I have 
however reed. 5 Guineas and £500, and am to have £500 or 600 on 
acct of Strudwick. In the mean time I live very agreeably at free 
cost with Mr. Hogg,2 who is really a most valuable Man. Mr. 
Hooper and I are together. I assure you, my dear Hannah, any 
expressions of affection I make you are perfectly sincere. My heart 
is entirely and most anxiously yours. You are the constant employ- 
ment of my thoughts, and I look forward with the most impatient 
anxiety to the time of our meeting. God grant I may find you 
perfectly well, and full of your usual goodness. I hope much better 
than usual to deserve it. I am afraid I have not been sufficiently 
sensible of the [. . .] of my conduct. When I cooly consider it, I 
tremble at the recollection of my ingratitude and folly, and am 
rather amazed how you could ever forgive me, than at your being 
at some times distrustful. You have too long had reason to com- 
plain of me. I greatly flatter myself, my Conduct as well as Words 
will justify me for the future. 

I am extremely concerned to hear of your Brother's suffering so 
much from his arm. The consequences he apprehends, if they take 
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place, will be dreadful. May Heaven avert them! I am not sure 
whether I shall be able to write to him now. I should certainly do 
it, if I was sure of his being at home, but of that from what you 
write I am very doubtful. If I should not, pray remember me to 
him with great affection, and to his Family. I think of writing a 
line to your Sister, lest you should be at Eden house. If Nelly be 
with you, give my love to her. I think she was very smart upon 
Mr. [Lott?], and that his ridiculous vanity well deserved it. 
Adieu! my dear Hannah. Heaven bless you. I shall hope soon to 
assure you in person how faithfully and affectionately I am ever 
yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Not found. 
2 JI was probably staying with the son of Robert Hogg, for the father, a 

Wilmington merchant, had died in New York City in 1779. Although accused 
of loyalism, the General Assembly expressly conferred the rights of citizen- 
ship upon him shortly before his death. Schaw, Journal of a Lady of Quality, 
323-324; Clark, State Records, XIII, 650. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Mason Borough 5th. June 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you a letter the other day, thinking I made allowance 
for all possible accidents when I told you I should see you by the 
13th. or 14th. of this Instant at furtherest. But an unexpected and 
very distressing disappointment makes it now quite uncertain 
when I shall enjoy that happiness. My horses, after staying a week 
here with perfect content, got away several days ago, and in spite 
of our utmost efforts, and Mr. Hooper's most obliging attention, 
are not yet found. We are still doing every thing to accomplish it. 
This now only detains me. I feel the delay most painfully, for I 
had fully expected being with you Saturday or Sunday next. God 
bless you till I see you. That shall be as soon as possible, but you 
see how uncertain it is. Our Army in South Carolina are retreat- 
ing before Lord Cornwallis who is marching Westward. Mr. 
Hooper talks of moving in a few days, and is doubtful whether 
he shall not first rendezvous at Edenton, and look out for a settle- 
ment afterwards. In this Case, he says, he has promised to stay 
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at Mr. Allen's. Pray give my love to your Sister, Nelly, and the 
other Children, your Brother &c &c and believe me, with the 
greatest tenderness and truth, my dear Hannah, Your most 
entirely affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton. To be opened, 
in Mrs. Iredell's absence, by Mrs. Blair. [Postal rate] 106 = 16 forwarded 80 
186.16." 

John Johnston to James Iredell 

June 22: 1780 

Dear Sir 

I wrote you once before, since I left Newbern giving you an 
Account of my Proceedings respecting your Lands. However, in 
case that may have miscarried, I have given my Brother the same 
account, when he was last here. I had many offers for it and some 
which might have been Accepted, but as a division had not taken 
place between you and the [Frankses and Heritage?], I could not 
conclude any Bargain. You may Depend on it they will doe every- 
thing in their power to Jockey you. This I am convinced of from 
their attempts upon me. Mr. Nash made larger offers for it but I 
found the Tobacco which he offered was already partly disposed of 
and the other part not yet made. In short I found that none of the 
persons who offered could lay down. Young Izlers offer seemed the 
most calculated for your advantage, which was to give 35/ per 
annum, and pay down £1,600 pounds of the hard Money, the 
remainder to be paid next January either in the like money or in 
pork at the former cash price. This offer I should have taken, but 
not haveing time to run the line between those people and you 
prevented our proceeding any further. 

I shall set out next Monday with about 50 or 60 Light horse men 
who have done me the Honour to appoint me their Captain. As it 
is very possible some Accident may happen which may prevent 
my return, I have made a Will which is in the hands of Doctor 
[Lester?] directed to my Brother who with you I have taken the 
Liberty of appointing my Executor and Gardiens to my three Boys, 
Mrs. Iredel Gardien to my little girl. I am Dear sir with the sin- 
cerest regard Your Affectionate Brother in Law. 

John Johnston 
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N.B.    If you should want your papers, I have left them out for you. 

JJ 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "James Iredell Esqr Attorney at 
Law Edenton." Endorsed "Bertie." 

Henry E. McCulloh to James Iredell 

London, 13th July 1780 

Dear Sir, 

Flattering myself that a happy Reunion will have taken place 
between the Carolinas and this Country before this reaches 
Charlestown, I hope it will find it's way in safety to your hands. I 
wrote you the 5th via New York.1 I wrote also to friends to the 
Westward. I lost my Father about twelve months ago, and have 
now no Wish but to return to Carolina, to set down upon my Prop- 
erty, and amongst my friends, and there to remain. America 
secured in her right, and connected with Britain will soon flourish 
again. God and Nature has united them; and I trust mutual bene- 
fits will long keep them so. 

Since the commencement of the American troubles, my several 
letters to Mr. Frohock, yourself, and my other friends and Agents, 
contained my Directions not to receive any monies, or make any 
agreements, and I depend they have been complied with, as I shall 
not ratify any act to the contrary. 

As soon as Peace and order is restored, Messrs. Allen, Manlar 
and Co. depend Mr. Montfort's Executors will remit them in 
money or Commodities, or bills of Exch. the amot. of the late Mr. 
Montfort's bill for £1000. Stg. taken up by them in Oct. 1773. I 
would not have anything done in the affair of Cousin Harry's 
Children till you hear further from me on the subject. I doubt not 
your kind care of our friend George. 

As soon as I hear in answer to the letters I now write, and that 
Civil Government is restored to the Province, it is my Intention 
to come out. In the meantime, I depend you will do me all the 
friendships in your power. Inclose your letters for me to care of 
Robert McCulloh Esq. Post Office Charlestown, and write several 
Copies, making me acquainted as fully as you can with the late, 
and present state of my affairs in general, and inclose your letters 
to Mr. Burgwin's kind care forward to Charlestown. 
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I hope we shall have a speedy and happy meeting, and am with 
kindest remembrance to inquiring friends, Your affect, and assured 
friend 

Henry E. McCulloh 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Not found. 

James Iredell to the Commissioners of Confiscation 

Edenton August 8th. 1780 

Account given in to the Commissioners for carrying into Effect 
the Act of Confiscation, for the County of Chowan, by James 
Iredell. 

The Circumstances of my Situation, as a Person liable to account 
for British Property, being something particular, I beg leave to 
state it as it really is. 

As to my Office of Collector, which I formerly held under the 
British Government, my Accounts have remained unsettled owing 
to the stoppage of all communication between this Country and 
any part of the British Dominions. Some money I remitted to 
England, for the purpose of paying Sterling Duties; a large sum 
was due to me on this account by a Gentleman1 who going suddenly 
away before I could settle with him for it, I have to rely on his 
honour for payment to my Agent in England, upon whom (that 
Gentleman was also his Correspondent) he promised to draw a bill 
in my favour for that sum soon after I applied to him for a settle- 
ment. I have also reason to believe a considerable sum is due to 
me for my Salary. These different Sums, all collected, I believe 
would more than pay all I owe for Sterling Duties on account of 
my said Office as Collector. 

With respect to my Connections with Henry Eustace McCulloh 
Esq, I cannot be absolutely exact upon the statement of our 
Accounts, but I believe, could they be precisely adjusted, I should 
owe him for nothing but a Debt of Honour which I consider as 
entirely personal between us, which he never could recover in a 
Court of Justice, and which it is as stipulated between us I 
should pay only when it was convenient for myself. Against this 
however I have a claim upon him for a considerable sum he owes 
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me for a legacy left me by a Relation in England to whom he was 
Executor. This would not discharge the whole, but nearly one 
half of the aforesaid Debt of Honour.2 

I have the following papers of that Gentleman in my hands, viz: 
< which I think the Commissioners can have any right to demand, 
are these.>3 

1. A deed from Mess. Lowther, Hardy, and Little, for two lots 
in Edenton. 

2. A promissory Note from Richard Brownrigg Esq deceased 
for the Sum of £75 Proc. money, payable to Mr McCulloch on 
order, and dated 25th July 1770. 

3. A Bill drawn by Mr. McCulloh on Benjamin McCulloch Esq. 
for £783.11.31/2 Proclamation Money the 30th May 1770, 
and by him accepted 11th Oct. 1771 only part paid. 

4. Papers relative to a protested Bill of Exhange for £1,000 
Stg drawn the 2 March 1773 by the late Joseph Montfort 
Esq. on Mr. John Alston Merchant in Glasgow in favour of 
Samuel Cornell Esq. on order; and indorsed by Mr. McCul- 
loh, which Bill was afterwards protested for non acceptance 
and non payment, and taken up by Mess. [Allen Marlow?] 
and Co. Merchants in London for the honour of Mr. Mc- 
Culloh. 

5. A Warrant from Governor Martin on the Treasury of North 
Carolina for £300 Sterling payable to Mr. McCulloh as Agent 
for the then Province of North Carolina pursuant to an Act 
of Assembly. 

6. A promissory Note from the late Thomas Jones Esq. pay- 
able to Mr. McCulloh on order, for £16.9.0. Proc. Money, 
dated the 3d. June 1773. (Such note, I believe, I formerly 
gave Mr. McCulloh Credit for, as received, as I owed Mr 
Jones for a Note for much the same amount, which I meant 
to ballance it with (and applied to him once or twice to do so); 
but 1 am not certain of this.) 

The above account is faithful and true to the best of my knowl- 
edge and belief, of all with respect to Confiscated Property that 
I have to account for, supposing that the Books, Papers, and 
trifling effects of my late Collector's Office will not be demanded 
of me. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Miscellaneous Records, Chowan County, A&H). The original copy of 
this document has recently turned up in a collection of miscellaneous manu- 
scripts given to A&H in 1972 by an anonymous donor. JI's file copy is in 
Johnson Papers, A&H. 

1 Unidentified. 
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2 The "Debt of Honour," which had no validity in North Carolina state law, 

was probably a promise of financial compensation to McCulloh for turning 
the customs collectorship over to JI in 1774. 

3 The italicized words appear only in JFs file copy. 

James Iredell to The Speakers of the General Assembly of 
North Carolina 

Edenton 11th. August. 1780 

Gentlemen, 

It is with great reluctance that I interpose, in the midst of public 
business of such weight and importance, with any thing of a pri- 
vate nature: but I hope the reasons which urge me to it will plead 
my excuse. 

When I accepted the office of Attorney General, in which I have 
now the honour to act, it was without any further pecuniary views 
than the desire of a competent support, in that humble and frugal 
manner that the times required. I did not ever expect it entirely 
from the appointments of that office, but trusted to my good for- 
tune and industry for assistance in the civil business of my profes- 
sion. The Salary at that time was liberal, and had we not been 
unfortunate enough to suffer by an extraordinary depreciation of 
our money, I should have been satisfied with it while the public 
calamities continued. But I beg leave to say, Gentlemen, that my 
present appointments, under the weight of such an increasing 
depreciation, will not even pay the expence of attending the Courts, 
and are very inferior to what the Legislature itself intended, when 
with some degree of inattention (I must think) to the former condi- 
tion of the office, they established it on its present footing. It is 
not my desire to be importunate. But as I find myself not a little 
distressed by the allowances of my office being so inadequate, I 
thought it my duty to submit the matter to the consideration of 
the Legislature, rather than suddenly resign at so critical a period, 
which nothing but the most painful necessity could induce me 
to do. 

I request the favour of you, Gentlemen, to lay this letter before 
the Gentlemen of the Assembly, and to assure them at the same 
time, that as I early attached myself to the cause of Liberty in this 
great contest, and upon the most deliberate principles of convic- 
tion, so I am determined to the last moment of my life to persevere 
in my attachment to it, and under whatever trials I may be exposed 
to, to prove the sincerity of the Zeal which I have always mani- 
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fested. I am, with great respect, Gentlemen, Your most obedient 
and most humble Servant 

Ja. Iredell 

RC (Legislative Papers, A&H). 
Editorial Note: Rampant inflation plagued all public officials. See JI's 

complaints to Hannah Iredell, May 18, 1780, above. In April, 1780, the Gen- 
eral Assembly had set the attorney general's salary at £500 per court. Clark, 
State Records, XXIV, 326. The following year the legislators took steps to 
increase JI's compensation. Samuel Spencer to JI, February 15, 1781, below; 
Clark, State Records, XXIV, 406-407. 

List of Book and Papers of Henry E. McCulloh 

[1780?] 

"List of a Book and Sundry Papers left in my Hands by the Hon. 
James Iredell Esquire, belonging to Henry Eustace McCulloh 
Esquire of London" 

1st.      A Book Containing the Statement of Sundry Accounts. 
2nd.     A File of Papers Endorsed "Papers belonging to Henry 

Eustace McCulloh Esqr." Vizt. 
1st. Lowther and Co. to Henry Eustace McCulloh Esqr 

Deed Bargain and Sale. 
2. Account Sales of Furniture. 
3. Benj McCulloh's Accepted Bill of Exchange Drawn 

by Henry Eustace McCulloh for £769.7.11 
4. Warrant drawn by Govr. Martin in favor of Henry 

Eustace McCulloh for £300 Sterling dated at New- 
bern 10th April 1775. 

3d.       A File papers indorsed "Papers of Henry Eustace McCul- 
loh Esqr. reed, from Mr. Donaldson." Vizt. 
1st.      Joseph Montfort promisary Note to Henry Eustace 

McCulloh, an order for £350 Proc. Money dated first 
March 1773 endorsed to Benj McCulloh, and by him 
blank endorsed. 

2. John Willis Bond to Benj McCulloh for £724 [. . .] 
Currency dated 2 Oct. 1772 Assigned to Henry 
Eustace McCulloh. 

3. Richd. Brownrigg Promissory Note to Henry 
Eustace McCulloh on order for £75 Pro. Money dated 
the 25th July 1770 endorsed to James Iredell. 
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4. A File Papers Endorsed "Papers relative to a Protested 
bill of Exchange of Joseph Montfort [due?]." Vizt. 
1st.      The Original Bill in favour of Saml. Cornell for 

£1000 Sterling. 
2. Protest in Glasgow for Non Acceptance and Non 

Payment. 
3. Protest in London for Ditto 
4. Power of Attorney from [Allen Marlow?] and Co. of 

London to Saml. Johnston and James Iredell relative 
to the above bill. 

Saml. Tredwell 

MS (Johnson Papers, A&H). Written in the hand of Samuel Tredwell of 
Edenton, who subsequently married JI's niece Helen "Nelly" Blair. The date 
may well be later than 1780, but the document is placed here because of its 
relationship to JI to the Commissioners of Confiscation, August 8, 1780, 
above. 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Dukinfield 12th. Sept. 1780 

Dear Nelly, 

I am much obliged to you for your little note, and for your 
enquiry about the news, tho' I wish when you were about writing 
you had taken a little more pains about it, and attended with some 
care to the kind of hand, the spelling, and the grammar. Imprimis, 
the word "news" is spelled wrong; you have it "newes". 2. Instead 
of these expressions "I enquired about the newes as I might write" 
it ought to have been "I enquired about the news that I might 
write. 3. Half a dozen blots, which do not ornament the paper. 
These faults I expect to see you mend every day, as you are gone 
to the writing school again, and pray let me have specimens as 
often as possible, and occasions now and then of balancing this 
censure with a little praise. 

I should have gone to Mrs. Dawson's this afternoon, but had 
no means of doing it. I intend however going in the morning. I 
wish your Mamma had not served us with Mrs. Dawson's note as a 
careless gentleman did a fat Epicure to whom he sent the compli- 
ment of some fine Venison—in a letter only. We are very anxious 
to know about her, and here can get no intelligence. 
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I amuse myself here with my French History. You must not get 
before me in Robertson,1 for my only reason for not bringing him 
over here was that you might be a Partaker. Let us enjoy the feast 
together, and not sit down churlishly to it alone. 

I forgot to mention to day that Miss Vail was sick. She has a 
severe fever every day. Her Sister is with her. Your Aunt Iredell, 
I think, appears better already, and I greatly flatter myself will 
experience a good deal of benefit from this little excursion. 

While I am over here I beg leave to invest you with the office of 
my Corresponde?it in ordinary. You shall write to me, and I to you, 
when no particular Circumstance shall make another necessary 
[....] follow you at an humble distance, and seek all occasion of 
testifying the profound respect, esteem, regard and affection with 
which I have the honour to be, my dear Miss Blair, your most 
obedient, most humble and most devoted Servant 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Love to Mamma and all. I think I have matched you in 
Compliment. Pray send my shaving box, and some wafers 
[....] 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair Edenton." 

1 Jl was probably reading William Robertson, History of Scotland during 
the Reigns of Queen Mary and of King James VI (London: Millar, 1759). 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Dukinfield 14 Sept. 1780 

My dear Nelly, 

Pray give me a satisfactory account why you did not send my 
razors last night by Juba, in consequence of which I am here a 
perfect sloven with a long beard, dirty shirt &c. I know you dined 
on venison over the Creek. I know you did not return till evening; 
I know you had two young Gentlemen to galent you, but all these, 
I think, are not sufficient excuses for not stepping a moment into 
a room, or giving orders to somebody to do it, when you came 
home before Juba left our house. My excuse for you is, that you 
could not take time to read my letter till those Gentlemen were 
gone, and if that be the case, I send you my pardon under my hand, 
well imagining the little flutter there may be about a young Lady's 
heart on such occasions, and how uninteresting a formal Uncle's 
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letter must be that shall impertinently intrude on them. But pray 
do not lose this opportunity, for I am almost ashamed to show 
myself already. 

I went to Mrs. Dawson's yesterday, and returned this morning. 
She is much better but extremely reduced, and for some hours 
after I went was so weak and low that I did not see her. Your 
Cousin Penny complains a little, and does not look well, but keeps 
about. Miss Gracey is perfectly well, and so is Miss Lenox, except 
as to the tooth ach, which distresses her greatly. 

Pray give my love to your Mamma and your Sister and Brothers. 
I am much obliged to Mrs. Blair for her attention about the news 
for me. I will hope to hear from you this time. It will be a real 
pleasure to me, exclusive of my interest in the intelligence, for I 
really am, my dear Nelly, Your extremely affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S.     Pray oblige me by sending some Wafers also. Take no notice 
of my blunders. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair Edenton." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Elk Marsh Sept. 28th 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I have now the pleasure to resume an account of my Journey 
<from> here, where I did not arrive till yesterday morning; for 
tho' I got to Colton's the second night, the Weather was so ex- 
tremely bad the next day that I made free enough to put into 
Booth, which I did not leave till yesterday morning.1 I got a little 
wet but not much, however I changed my wet cloaths, there, and 
was very comfortable under the care and kindness of Julia, who 
was extremely obliging. My horses were swam over, and I came 
on directly here without stopping at Halifax. I found this Family 
in an unexpected situation. Mrs. B. McCulloch had two days 
before made the Family happy with two fine Children at a birth, 
a Boy and a Girl. But their Joy was much dampened by the event 
of Mrs. Montfort's death, which happened last Sunday night, after 
an illness of three weeks, supposed to be a good deal aggravated by 
constant and alternate attendance on her two grandsons, I. Mont- 
fort and A. Jones. The latter I believe is got better, but the former 
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died within a few hours of his Grandmother, and they were both 
carried to the grave on the same bier. Sickness has been very 
general here. Mrs. McCulloch looks extremely ill, and prodigiously 
afflicted by the loss of her Sister. They say she was getting better 
before. Mrs. Ash, who was here, and whom I saw at dinner, looks 
very ill also. B. McCulloch's eldest Son has had the ague and fever 
a long time, but is at last getting better. Sally is very well, and 
they say their Mother and the two young ones as much so as 
possible. Poor General Jones lost his fine boy the other day. He 
had been sickly for some time, but died in a very extraordinary 
and sudden manner at last; lay down in the Porch, and kept 
screaming till he died. I hear of no other deaths of consequence, 
but these are melancholy enough. 

By the last intelligence from the Army, a Party of British, of 
about 1000 foot and 400 horse, who appeared to be advancing, had 
halted at the Waxaws about 25 miles on this side of Camden, and 
were thrashing out Wheat.2 It was supposed, by the smallness of 
the number, that they were only furnishing themselves with Pro- 
visions, of which they had been in great want, so much so that 
they were at half a day's allowance before the action. It is imagined 
2,500 in the great engagement. Genl. Gates's conduct is much 
censured, and I am told by his officers in general, so that I fear 
there are too much grounds for it. The report is, that upon the 
Militia giving way, he immediately fled without sending any 
orders to the Continental troops to retreat, some of whom were 
pushing the enemy before them, and afterwards knowing nothing 
of the flight, were almost surrounded; whereas it is said, that if 
he had given them timely orders to retreat, they could have done 
it in good order, and at least saved all the Baggage and stores. 
But they would not retreat without orders until it appeared abso- 
lutely necessary, and even then they brought off 600 Men (one 
half their number) entire. Armand's Corps was almost cut to 
pieces, and he is gone to the northward, I am told, with violent 
exclamations against Gates. The Baron De Kalb was a quarter 
of a mile in advance of our army, when he was killed, pressing on 
with great success; and after he had received a musket shot, con- 
cealed it, and was animating his men in the most heroical manner, 
when a Cannon Ball gave him a mortal wound, of which he soon 
died. Genl. Sumner* has about 2,000 men at Charlotte, in Mecklen- 
burg County, which I believe is about 70 miles on this side of the 
Enemy. At Hillsborough there are about 800 of the old Continental 
troops (including 150 that were retaken on their way to Charles- 
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ton), and a new Regiment of 18 months' men brought from Vir- 
ginia by Colo. Blufort.4 The horse, that have been so long at Hali- 
fax, set off about a week ago, completely equipped with every thing 
but bridles, which they expected to receive on their march. The 
number that went on was about 280, one-half of whom, it is said, 
are at present Invalids, and to be left to recruit in Warren. 

I have at last got a charming day, and intend setting off imme- 
diately after breakfast. After so much rain, and with the present 
temperature of the air, I have the prospect of a very pleasant 
Journey the rest of the way. I intend calling on Col. Williams. I 
was very glad to hear he had not gone to Salisbury, which left me 
perfectly excused. Poor Spencer trusted himself to the mercy of 
the Tories with 5 or 6 Men, which I think was much worse than 
going alone. I am afraid to hear of his being kidnapped. The lan- 
guage here is, that he has lost every thing, but his two Wives. 
Surely, his misfortunes might have tempered their animosity. I 
did not hear it from one of the Family itself, but in the Family, and 
suppose it to be originally theirs. 

I have the greatest hopes that this fine weather will be of great 
service to your health, if you take proper care of it, which I cannot 
be so unhappy as to doubt after my earnest Intreaties, and I do 
assure you, my dear Hannah, they are perfectly sincere, of which 
you would be persuaded if you could know the many painful and 
anxious thoughts I have about you. For God's sake let me intreat 
you to believe so. Upon my honour, you may do it with the strictest 
confidence. I am, and will ever be entirely yours. I thank God, I 
feel a delightful change within me. All now wanting is to make you 
sensible of it, which I will strive to do, and I candidly confess, that 
I ought, I believe, to make more allowance for the delicacy of your 
situation than I have done.5 I ought not perhaps to expect your 
confidence all at once. But may I be for ever happy or miserable, as 
it is my determined purpose to deserve it. 

Pray give my love to your Sister and the children and believe 
me ever my dearest Hannah, your sincere and entirely affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S.   You have my authority to give my respect to Mr. Barker, 
with any news you please. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 

1 JI was beginning his fall tour of the superior court districts of the state. 
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2 At this point JI begins an account of the Battle of Camden, August 16, 
1780, where General Horatio Gates lost, according to British reports, as many 
as 1,900 men, killed, wounded, and captured as opposed to approximately 324 
casualties for Lord Cornwallis. 

3 General Jethro Sumner, who served extensively throughout the war, was 
North Carolina's only active brigadier on the Continental establishment dur- 
ing the last three years of the conflict. Most of that period he directed the 
state's militia in guerrilla activities. Besides his many letters and other 
papers in Clark, State Records, see the Sumner collection in the William L. 
Clements Library, University of Michigan. For an evaluation of Sumner, see 
Rankin, N.C. Continentals, 394-395. 

4 Colonel Abraham Buford, who earlier had been defeated by British Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton in the Waxhaws region of upper South 
Carolina, had returned to Virginia. He appeared at Hillsborough with 350 
men in late August. Clark, State Records, XIV, 576, 663, 722. 

5 The oblique reference is intriguing. It may indicate that the trouble be- 
tween JI and Hannah of the previous year was not an isolated episode. 
Possibly JI was overly critical or not sufficiently appreciative of his wife in 
some respects. Or was she exceedingly sensitive, the kind of woman who 
needed an inordinate amount of praise? 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Elk Marsh Sept. 28. 1780 

My dear Nelly, 

Since your are good enough to think so much of the letter from 
me, I cannot let you go without one, altho' I am very much tired 
with writing already. The public news you must excuse my not 
writing, altho' I mean some times to save the credit of what you 
said to Mr. Johnson. The private is very melancholy. Mrs. Mont- 
fort's death &c Montfort's oldest son—and General Jones's eldest 
son. The particulars I have given to your aunt. A very general 
Sickness among everybody. The only agreeable intelligence to 
ballance it with is that Mrs. B. McCulloch the other day brought 
forth two fine children, a Boy and a Girl, all doing well. I hear of 
no marriages, so that there are many as likely to lead [. . .] as 
you, who are in such terrible apprehensions of it. But have a little 
comfort. Time perhaps may mend. 

You must really excuse the shortness and scribbling of this at 
present. I will make up for it if I can on my return. Adieu! and 
believe me ever, my dear Nelly, Your very affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S.     I expect to hear from you, if you are not affronted at my 
writing more to your aunt than you. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair." 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

(Colo. Williams) Granville 8th. October 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I have had no opportunity till the present of writing to you since 
I left Colonel McCulloch's, which I have much regretted, as I know 
how anxious you would have the goodness to be about me in the 
present situation of affairs. I have been very unfortunate in 
weather. It was not only very bad for three or four days after I set 
off, but extremely disagreeable during the whole of my stay at 
Hillsborough, constantly cloudy and damp, and sometimes raining, 
and the Town was so crowded that Colo. Williams and myself were 
obliged to ride out to Dr. Burke's every evening which is two or 
three miles, where we were treated with extreme kindness, and 
without this advantage I know not what we should have done. You 
may guess in what a situation the Town is when we must have 
been deprived of this resource if Governor Rutledge1 had not been 
so obliging as to stay in town, and take half of Penn's bed, in order 
to accomodate us. 

The rain I had coming up affected my health a good deal. I had 
a most violent lax2 here a day and a half. It very luckily left me 
just before I set off, but upon being again exposed I had a slight 
renewal of it, and should have been afterwards perfectly well; but 
upon being frequently in the night air and wet weather, I have got 
a sore throat, which is a little troublesome, but as I have nothing 
to do till Halifax Court but to take care of myself, and I have not 
the slightest complaint besides, I am sure I shall soon get rid of it. 
Colo. Williams having been constantly with me is affected in the 
same manner. We arrived here last night. A sufficient number of 
Jurymen not being summoned, we did little or no business, and I 
got no money but my paltry Salary. I expect to meet and receive 
money from Mr. Strudwick at Cape Fear. 

Public affairs are not in so desperate a situation as perhaps at 
your distance may be conceived. The Enemy have been a long time 
without advancing at Charlotte in Mecklenburgh County, about 
43 miles beyond Salisbury.3 Their numbers are not ascertained, 
but at most, I believe, do not exceed 2,000 or 2,500 Men. A British 
officer of the name of Ferguson, who had marched at the head of 
about 1500 Men (200 or 300 of whom alone were British) into 
Burke County, about 90 miles from Salisbury, was retreating.4 

It is said that he told the South Carolina Tories he should not want 
to carry them further than Burke Court House, relying upon the 
Rascals in our country to join him there. In this, however, he has 
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been much mistaken. A body of 1,500 Men under officers of the 
name of Selby5 and McDougall, another of 800 under Cleveland, 
and a third of 450 Horse under Colo. Williams were very near each 
other, and expected to join the day after the accounts came away, 
in pursuit of him. Upon intelligence of this, the Enemy detached 
800 Men, horse and foot, and two pieces of Cannon, to attempt his 
Relief. Whether they were able to affect it is not yet known. Fergu- 
son's Men, they say, deserted to about 500. 

On this side of the Yadkin (which is about 7 miles from Salis- 
bury), we have in all, on the banks of the River, and within a near 
distance of it, I suppose, about 2,000 or 3,000 Men under Generals 
Sumner and Butler. On the other side there is at least 400 or 500 
Horse under Colo. Davie,6 a most active officer, within 20 miles of 
the Enemy, at a flying Camp at a place called Fifer's. These Men 
have already much annoyed the Enemy, killed many as they 
entered the Town of Charlotte, and have taken a good number of 
Prisoners. 70 or 80 were brought to Hillsborough before I left it, 
18 of which were British, the others Tories. Two Companies of 
Continental Troops, and one Company of Colo. Blufort's (nearly 
equal to the others), were to march from Hillsborough yesterday, 
under the command of Genl. Smallwood7 and Colo. Morgan (the 
famous Rifle-Officer)8 and Colo. Washington with about 100 Horse 
(all who are well enough to go) are also to march immediately. We 
met them the night before last within 9 miles of Hillsborough. 
Colo. Preston,9 a Man of very great character in Montgomery 
County in Virginia, wrote to one of our generals to the Westward, 
that he and some other Gentlemen in some of the neighbouring 
Counties, seeing the necessity of an instant Relief, had raised a 
body of 1000 Men, 250 of whom, were Horse, the others Rifle Men, 
who were all nearly equipped, and that if they received the sanction 
of their Government, which they had applied for and had no doubt 
of obtaining, they would rendezvous at the Moravian Town on the 
15th. Instant, and in the mean time be dispatched in 2 Companies. 
There is at Hillsborough, besides those sent on, at least 800 Men, 
500 or 600 of which are what they call the Maryland Troops, the 
rest Blufort's. These wait for cloathing and other necessaries, of 
which most of them are in great want. While the Enemy were 
thinking only of tormenting us, Colo. Clark10 with 100 Rifle Men 
marched through the back parts of South Carolina, and collected 
on his route about 700 Men more, with whom he marched into the 
Town of Augusta, of which the Enemy had possession, and brought 
away a vast quantity of Indian Goods which were stored there to 
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be made use of to bribe the Indians against us. He was not strong 
enough to continue in the Town and retired with his booty to a 
District called Ninety six in South Carolina, where he kept his 
Men ready for any purpose that might offer, and intended to take 
care of his retreat if it should become necessary. Besides the above, 
Colo. Marion has about 300 Men at White Marsh in Bladen 
County, and General Harrington (a very fine Fellow)11 had 450 
(which by this time are supposed, to be doubled, as the Men were 
collecting fast) at Cross Creek. All this I give you from the best 
intelligence, official Letters to General Gates and the Board of 
War. I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that upon conversing 
with many officers General Gates's conduct appears in a much 
more favorable light than I had apprehended, and that the account 
I gave you of the action was in many particulars erroneous. I have 
not time to explain the matter now. 

I know not whether I shall have time to write to any body else, 
except a line to your Brother, as this opportunity offers very un- 
expectedly. Therefore I must get you to distribute the news to my 
good Friends, Mr. Barker, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Allen 
&c. and I hope they will excuse my not writing to any of them, 
when it is really not in my power. Nelly must excuse me also, and 
I hope will be satisfied with receiving the news, and assurances 
of my affection, from you. That she may not be too jealous, I do 
assure her, at any rate, if I know of an opportunity I will send her 
a letter from Halifax. I hope upon my arrival at Colo. McCulloch's 
to hear from you. I shall be extremely anxious to do so, and hope 
in God to hear of your perfect recovery. 0! my dear Hannah, my 
thoughts are ever with you. I have been a thousand times distrest 
in thinking of the anxiety I am sure you would have about me. My 
principal uneasiness is ever in regard to you. I thank God, things 
again wear a reviving aspect. There is a spirit rising not easily 
to be quelled. Besides what I have wrote you 4,000 troops will soon 
arrive from Virginia. Colo. Morgan, who not long ago came from 
there, expects them with certainty. They are raised for 18 months, 
and to be under continental officers. The British Army act most 
infamously. They have hanged 19 Men, some who had taken pro- 
tection from the fighting against them, but others who had never 
joined them, and this only upon their being pointed out by some 
villainous Tories as bad Men. This, I believe, is true. Adieu! my 
dear Hannah. I will hasten to you as soon as possible. Remember 
me most affectionately to your Sister, Nelly and the rest, and in a 
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particular manner to all my other Friends. I am my dear Hannah, 
Yours most affectly 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 John Rutledge (1739-1800), governor of South Carolina, had fled north- 
ward following the fall of Charleston. 

2 Diarrhea. 
3 The nearness of the enemy and the unsettled conditions in the backcoun- 

try explain why the judges and the attorney general did not hold court at 
Salisbury. 

4 At this point JI begins an account of the preliminaries of the Battle of 
Kings Mountain, October 7, 1780. See Lyman C. Draper, King's Mountain and 
Its Heroes (Cincinnati: Peter Thompson, 1881). 

5 Colonel Isaac Shelby. 
6 Colonel William R. Davie (1756-1820), a successful partisan fighter, was 

later a close friend and political ally of JI. An advocate of the Federal Con- 
stitution, he became governor of the state and a founder of the University of 
North Carolina. Blackwell P. Robinson, William R. Davie (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1957), hereinafter cited as Robinson, 
Davie. 

7 William Smallwood (1732-1792) of Maryland was at this time the second- 
ranking Continental officer to General Horatio Gates in the Southern Depart- 
ment. 

8 Daniel Morgan (1735?-1802), veteran frontier fighter, had served at 
Quebec and Saratoga, commanding riflemen. Don Higginbotham, Daniel 
Morgan: Revolutionary Rifleman (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 1961). 

9 Colonel William Preston. See Preston to Martin Armstrong, September 
18,1780, Clark, State Records, XIV, 626-627. 

i° Colonel Elijah Clark of Georgia. 
"General Henry W. Harrington of the state militia, as JI says, commanded 

450 men at Cross Creek, where he guarded a supply depot. See Clark, State 
Records, XV, vi-vii, and passim. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Elk Marsh 12th. Oct. 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you a very long letter from Colo. Williams's last Sunday, 
and inclosed it to Mr. Gilchrist by some Gentlemen going immedi- 
ately to Halifax, and as I know he received it the night before last 
I flatter myself some favorable opportunity will soon convey it 
to you. I left Colo. Williams's the next morning, spent a day with 
Colo. Henderson, and arrived here on Tuesday evening. This 
Family I found in a much more melencholy situation than I ex- 
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pected. Old Mrs. McCulloch was excessively ill, and still continues 
so, and I fear in a great deal of danger, tho' she appears, I am told, 
rather better than she was. But I was witness to so affecting a 
scene as Parson Cupples1 in the presence of the Family, and in her 
own bed-chamber praying for her Recovery. Colo. McCulloch has 
been very sick, and is still extremely low, and appears much dis- 
tressed by his Wife's situation. Mrs. B. McCulloch not near so well 
as she was. Her Mother had been here for a good while, and went 
away yesterday, and on that account the two young Children were 
christened before she went. Capt. John Stokes (one of Blufort's 
officers, who had his right hand cut off, and received other bad 
wounds, a Brother of Mrs. McCulloch's) and John Kinchen were 
Godfathers, and Mrs. Hewson and Miss Dolly Eelbeck, God- 
mothers. The Children's names, Samuel and Mary. A very 
crowded house was here all day. Mr. and Mrs. Ashe, Mr. and Mrs. 
Montfort, Miss Nancy Edwards, Mrs. Long, a young Lady a 
Daughter of Mrs. Howson's, and Somerville besides the above, and 
your humble Servant. Mrs. Montfort and Miss Edwards look 
dreadfully, particularly the former. Mrs. Ashe is much better, and 
not extremely melancholy. I hear terrible accounts of the People 
in town, one universal sickness: but I hear of no more deaths of 
consequence. 

I am extremely anxious to hear from you. The low state of 
health I left you in, and the sickliness of the season, make me very 
uneasy. God grant I may hear agreeable accounts. I have en- 
quired about intelligence from Edenton, but can get none. I wish 
that the few days that are yet to part us to pass rapidly away. I 
flatter myself Halifax Court will not last long, and shall not stay a 
moment after it. My cold is still very troublesome, but getting 
better and I am here taking at my case my old prescription of 
Horeound tea. I thank God I have not the least complaint besides, 
no fever, a hearty appetite, and nothing but that effect of unavoid- 
able exposure. (I am not so much pestered with politics as I used 
to be. I have avoided the subject all I could, but when forced upon 
it have sometimes spoken a little firmly, which I find has not been 
without its effect. I find however a kind of tedium here, which I 
foresaw, and for that purpose would have staid longer in Granville 
but for fear of bad weather, of which, there was great reason to be 
apprehensive. I do not hear a syllable of news since I last wrote to 
you. If I hear any before the letter is sealed, I shall certainly add 
it. But I write now without knowing of any opportunity, and 



180 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

merely to be prepared if one should offer. 

Halifax 17th. Oct. 1780 

My dearest Hannah, 

I was much mortified yesterday on your Brother's arrival in 
finding that none of my letters had reached you after that short 
one by Black. You do me great justice, as well as a great kindness, 
in supposing that it was not my fault. I wrote to you from Colo. 
McCulloch's on my way up, and from Colo. Williams's, in Granville 
as I came down. The former was sent by B. McCulloch to Mr. Ogg, 
and he gave it to John Stewart, the first opportunity he says he 
knew, about 10 days or a fortnight ago. Stewart, your Brother 
tells me, was not arrived. The other I inclosed to Mr. Gilchrist, and 
he with the greatest kindness, tho' his Family were very ill, took 
much pains to find an opportunity, but without success so that I 
expect to send that letter with this, if I have any means of doing it. 
I have suffered extreme anxiety about you, never having heard a 
word since I left you till yesterday. It gives me great pain to hear 
that you are again sick. I was afraid it would be the case from 
such vile weather. I thank you for your promise of taking the Bark, 
and hope in God it would soon prove effectual. It would have been 
an unexpected and most agreeable satisfaction to me if you had 
come up with your Brother. The trouble, I am sure, would have 
been less to him than the pleasure, and I am certain it would have 
been of service to your health. But I thank God, we have now 
charming weather again, and I hope to see you in a very few days. 
Pray make my most hearty congratulations to Mrs. Johnston. I 
am extremely happy in hearing she is likely to do well. So the 
young Gentleman came before he was expected, and proper atten- 
dants prepared to wait on him.2 Gaby, I am told, hugs him to death 
almost. Tell that little Fellow, and his Sister, how much I love 
them. I am sorry to hear of her still continuing in such an indif- 
ferent state of health. 

But now for the news—my Granville letter must make this 
intelligible. The Parties in pursuit of Ferguson all joined. 1,000 
Horse were selected out of the whole, to come up with him. They 
overtook him with about 1,400 Men, 500 of which were British, 
engaged, defeated the whole body, killed 150 (among whom was 
himself, took 810 Prisoners (150 of whom were wounded) and 
1,500 stand of arms. Our loss in killed said to be only 20 (in which 
number was a very brave active officer of Colo. Williams)— 
wounded, uncertain. This action happened in the afternoon of the 
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7th October at a place called King's Mountain—in what County I 
don't know. This Intelligence comes from the very best authority, 
and is, of extreme importance. 

20. Oct. Capt. Hardy's George is just come, but no letters 
which I impute to his kindness in not sending to give you the 
trouble of writing. Your Brother and I are most anxious to hear. 
My cold is almost perfectly well. This fine weather has helped it 
very much, as I hope in God it will restore your health. Your 
Brother looks perfectly well, and eats heartily, but has a little 
fever every night, after he goes to bed. We are in our old comfort- 
able lodgings. I have received £2,700 here, which is all I expect, 
except my Salary £500, which perhaps I may receive; and per- 
haps not. I cannot fix upon any time for being down, but hope it 
will be soon. You may be assured I shall not delay a moment, for 
my impatience to see you is extremely great. My thoughts are ever 
with you, and my heart burns for your embrace. For God's sake 
take care of your health. Remember me particularly to all my 
Friends, our Family, your Brother's, and Mrs. Dawson's. I am 
sorry to hear of her being so ill again. Adieu! Heaven bless you, 
and believe me, with the greatest tenderness and truth, my dearest 
Hannah, your very affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. No news since the above. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 The Reverend Charles Cupples (d. 1785?), an Anglican, cast his lot with 
the Revolution and served as chaplain of the state House of Commons. 
Saunders, Colonial Records, VII, 458, 704-705; Clark, State Records, XIII, 
788, 789, 815. M. D. Haywood, "Charles Cupples . . . ," North Carolina Church- 
man, XVIII (December, 1927), 3-4. 

2 Samuel Cathcart Johnston was born September 24, 1780, and lived only 
ten months. 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Elk Marsh 12th. Oct. 1780 

My dear Nelly, 

With very great pleasure I set about the performance of my 
promise in my letter to your aunt, of writing to you when I came 
down here, which however I believe I shall repent if I don't receive 
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a letter from you in a few days, wrote with care, particularity, and 
kindness, the latter of which I am happy in saying I do not so 
much doubt of as the others, and even as to these much less than 
formerly, an acknowledgment your late conduct deserves, and I 
hope your future one will not forfeit. I am here rather disagreeably 
situated. Mrs. McCulloch extremely ill, confined to her bed, and 
I fear in much danger. He very unwell, and much affected. Mrs. 
B. McCulloch complaining very much also. My own health would 
be quite good, if it was not for a very bad cold acquired more from 
necessity than imprudence, and which I am here at my case 
nursing. Everybody almost in this neighborhood has been sick. 
Mrs. Montfort looks most wretchedly. Miss Nancy Edwards 
(whom I saw here yesterday, and who enquired very particularly 
after you) has a very sickly appearance also. Nobody scarcely 
seems to have escaped. I shall be very unhappy until I hear from 
Edenton. I have hitherto made enquiries to no purpose. I can fix 
upon no time for being down, but I think Halifax Court will be 
short, and I shall not stay a moment after it. I hope to find you by 
that time improved by your Copies. Let me entreat you not to 
neglect them, and be sure not to lose a day. If you lose one, you will 
many. A good hand is surely a very pretty thing, and worth taking 
some pains about, and I don't know how, but it seems a kind of a 
prepossession in favour of a Person's merit, altho' God knows it 
is no criterion of it. But every one ought to aim at as many agree- 
able accomplishments as they can acquire. 

I suppose you will have some news, and that of a public kind, 
to make you of consequence. Therefore having given all the partic- 
ulars to your Aunt, I will tell you in the gross, that our public 
affairs do not seem in a very desperate situation, that they are 
retrieving fast, that great numbers of Men are collecting. The 
English seem afraid and in no condition to advance. Some ad- 
vantages have been gained over them since their possession of 
Charlotte, several Prisoners taken, and that it is my firm opinion, 
if they attempt to advance much further in the Country, they will 
never be able to return. I do not think this is to be mere Gasconade, 
but founded in fact and observation. So that your fears on this 
head may be quieted, as well as the hopes of any who had rather 
see red Coats than blue ones. 

This Letter will not be immediately closed, as I write without 
knowing of any opportunity, determining to keep my promise, not 
only because it ivas a promise (which I hope you imagine I should 
deem fully sufficient) but because I am happy in all occasions of 
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giving you proofs of my affection, when I think you wish for and 
deserve it. God grant you may be ever that good girl I wish you. 
It will give me the most pleasing satisfaction. I consider you in 
some respect belonging to me, and am proud as well as happy 
in instances of your merit. If I think of anything to add I will do 
it. If not pray do not forget to remember me most affectionately to 
your Mamma and Brothers and Sister. If Billy be gone or going, 
I wish him all manner of happiness, and hope he will have the 
discretion to correct the faults which obscure a fine capacity and 
very good disposition. I am ever, dear Nelly, Your most sincerely 
affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair, Edenton." 

Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Edenton 22d. Octr. 1780 

Dear Sir 

Mr. Benbury has been so kind as let us know he is just going 
to send off Halifax and my Sister having a bad pain in her head 
has desired me to let you know how we all do. She has had a fever 
every night since you left us but was getting better till the sudden 
change of weather and want of wood gave her the Ague again. 
I had just prevailed on her to try the Bark again when in the night 
of Thursday her whole body flew out with a violent heat and 
Swelling attended with an Itching and soreness and very much 
inflamed. I sent for the Doct. and he attempted bleeding her but 
could not succeed for the swelling. Last night her fever was high 
and her head bad but she is to day I hope a good deal better and 
is taking the Bark, tho' not free from fever and her head too bad 
to write. Your Doct. gives such bad attendance (his own family 
being sick, his Wife very ill) <that> I am quite out of patience 
with him. I have been very near losing Nelly but I thank God she 
is much better tho' not able to leave her room. She had a fever 
which never once for seven or eight days intermitted and rose 
twice in twenty four hours. She was quite stupid for a day or two 
and raving with a pain in her head. She had a large Blister put on 
her neck which was the first thing that relieved her. George too 
has kept his bed this four days with a fever. He too is much better 
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to day. Billy, Sammy, and Peggy and myself have missed our fever 
but four or five days. Billy is not yet gone but God knows when he 
will as the Vessels cannot get out. There are two Row Galleys 
with fifty men each between this and the Bar and we are in daily 
expectation of them up here. If they come and do any mischief I 
do not know what we shall do. We are not able to run away. We 
have hardly a Negroe well enough to dress us a little of any thing 
to eat. I have not had my cloaths off for five nights nor had two 
hours sleep at a time the whole time. All here join me in love to 
you and my Brother and believe me ever Dear Sir your Affection- 
ate Sister. 

J. Blair 

(We hear there is an English Fleet in Virginia landing men at 
Kemps.) 

RC  (Johnson  Papers,  A&H).  Addressed   "James  Iredell  Esq.  States At- 
torney, Halifax." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 14th. Nov. 1780 

My dearest Hannah, 

I got very well to Capt. Meredith's the night before last, and to 
Mr. Charlton's the last with very little rain, not having set off 
until it had stopped, and afterwards it was only a small drizzle, 
and but for a short distance. Mr. and Mrs. Charlton have been very 
ill, and he himself seems yet in a very indifferent way, but proposes 
riding up the country for his health. Polly Payne looks wretchedly 
also. For God's sake take the best care of your health, my most 
dear Hannah. I shall be most miserably anxious about you. Let me 
hear from you by all opportunities, and I beg you will cross the 
Sound as soon as possible. I am perfectly well. Give my love and 
respects to my Friends. Again let me entreat you, as you value my 
happiness and peace of mind, to attend to your health as of the 
utmost moment to me. I am ever with unexpressible affection, my 
dearest Hannah, Ever yours 

Jas. Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 
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The State v. Spikes 

State of North Carolina 
Newbern District 
[November 15, 1780] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Newbern at the Town of Newbern  
in the said District, on the fifteenth day of November 
 in the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred 
and eighty before the Honourable Samuel Ashe, 
Samuel Spencer, and John Williams Esquires Judges 
of the said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that William 
Spikes—late of the County of Craven in the District 
aforesaid Yeoman, not having the fear of God before his Eyes, but 
being moved and seduced by the instigation of the Devil, on the 
fifteenth day of March in the year of our Lord One 
thousand seven hundred and eighty and in the fourth 
year of the Independence of the said State, with force and arms, 
at the County of Craven aforesaid, in the District aforesaid, in and 
upon one Mary Cummings Spinster of the age of thirteen years 
and three quarters in the peace of God and the said State then and 
there being, violently and feloniously did make an assault, and 
her the said Mary Cummings, against the will of her the said 
Mary Cummings, then and there feloniously did ravish and 
carnally know, against the peace and Dignity of the said State, 
and also against the form of the Statue in such case made and 
provided. 

Jas Iredell Att. Genl. 

MS (New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers, A&H). 
Grand jury presentment in JI's hand. "A True Bill" was "Sworn and Sent," 
but the final outcome is not known. 

The State v. Sugg 

State of North Carolina 
Newbern District 
[November 15, 1780] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
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Newbern at the Town of Newbern in the said 
 District, on the fifteenth Day of 
November before the Honourable Samuel Ashe, 
Samuel Spencer, and John Williams Esquires 
 Judges of the saicf Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that Aquila 
Sugg late of the County of Pitt in the District aforesaid Planter, 
on the twentieth day of July in the year of our Lord One thousand 
seven hundred and eighty, at the County aforesaid, in the District 
aforesaid, the following wicked, disaffected, and discouraging 
expressions did speak and say to one Stephen Brooks of the said 
County and District, that is to say, "that he was told Fourteen 
thousand of the English were at Cross Creek, and that the Enemy 
were to go through the State, and winter in Virginia" whereas 
in fact and truth he had not heard the same, but intended the said 
story to weaken and discourage the defence of the State; and that 
he also on the said twentieth day of July, and at the County and 
District aforesaid, did speak and say to the said Stephen Brooks 
the following wicked, disaffected, and discouraging Expressions, 
that is to say, "That Men were to be stationed by the English in 
every County in this State, and that proper Judges would be 
appointed to try and hang every leading Man in the State," and 
did also on the said day last mentioned, and at the County and 
District aforesaid, endeavour to dissuade the said Stephen Brooks 
from going out in defence of his County against the common 
Enemy, in disregard of the duty of his Allegiance, and against the 
Peace and Dignity of the said State. 

Ja. Iredell Att. Genl. 

MS (New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers, A&H). 
Grand jury presentment in JI's hand. Sugg was "Ind. for a Misdemeanor"; 
but the final outcome is not known. 

The State v. Finnagin and Others 

State of North Carolina 
Newbern District 
[November 15, 1780] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
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Newbern, at the Town of Newbern in the said District, on the 
fifteenth day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty, before the Honorable Samuel Ashe, 
Samuel Spencer, and John Williams Esquires Judges of the said 
Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath, present, that Thomas 
Finnagin late of the County of Craven in the District aforesaid 
Mariner, Charles Williams, George Mays, and Richard Reeves of 
the said County also Mariners on the seventeenth day of July in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty, 
about the hour of ten in the night of the same day, with force and 
arms at the County of Craven in the District of Newbern aforesaid, 
feloniously and burglariously the Dwelling House of one Luvana 
Cummings there situate did break and enter with an intent the 
goods and Chattels of the said Luvana Cummings in the said 
Dwelling House then and there being, then and there, feloniously 
and burglariously to steal, take and carry away; and then and 
there with force and arms, Seven hundred and Fifty Dollars in 
Bills of public Credit of the Currency of the said State, a pair of 
silver Buckles, two gold Rings, two pair of Stone Buttons, a 
Diamond Stone, one Necklace, Two Collars, Three gowns, one 
pair of Stays, and one pair of Shoes, of the value of Five Pounds 
Sterling Money, of the goods and Chattels of the said Luvana 
Cummings in the same Dwelling House, then and there following 
and burglariously did steal, take and carry away, the said Luvana 
Cummings and Mary Cummings her Daughter then being in the 
same Dwelling House, against the Peace and Dignity of the said 
State. And the Jurors aforesaid upon their Oath aforesaid do say, 
that Archibald Lewis late of the County aforesaid, in the District 
aforesaid, Yeoman, before the said Felony and Burglary was 
committed, in form aforesaid, to wit, on the said seventeenth day 
of July, about the same hour in the night, with force and arms, 
at the county aforesaid, in the District aforesaid, did feloniously, 
burglariously, and maliciously command true counsel, aid and 
abet the said Thomas, Charles, George, and Richard— 

The Felony and Burglary aforesaid, in manner and form afore- 
said, to do and commit, against the Peace and Dignity of the said 
State. 

And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their Oath aforesaid, do say that 
the before mentioned Thomas Finnagin, Charles Williams, George 
Mays, and Richard Reeves—on the seventeenth day of July afore- 
said, with force and arms, at the County aforesaid, in the District 
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aforesaid, in the Dwelling house of the aforesaid Luvana Cum- 
mings, situate as aforesaid, in and upon the said Luvana Cum- 
mings, in the peace of God, and the said State, then and there 
being, feloniously did make an Assault, and her the said Luvana 
Cummings, in bodily fear and danger of her life, in the said 
Dwelling House, then and there, feloniously did put, and Seven 
hundred and fifty Dollars in Bills of public Credit of the Currency 
of the said State, a pair of silver Buckles, two gold Rings, two pair 
of stone Buttons, a Diamond Stone, one Necklace, two Collars, 
three gowns, one pair of stays, and one pair of shoes, of the value 
of Five Pounds Sterling Money, of the goods and Chattels of the 
said Luvana Cummings, from the Person, and against the will 
of the said Luvana, in the Dwelling House aforesaid, then and 
there violently and feloniously, did steal, take, and carry away, 
against the Peace and Dignity of the said State. And the Jurors 
aforesaid upon their Oath aforesaid do say, that the aforesaid 
Archibald Lewis, before the said Felony and Robbery was com- 
mitted, in form aforesaid, to wit, on the said seventeenth day of 
July, with force and arms, at the county aforesaid, in the District 
aforesaid, did feloniously and maliciously incite, move, procure, 
aid and abet the said Thomas Finnagin, Charles Williams, George 
Mays, and Richard Reeves the Felony and Robbery aforesaid, 
in manner and form aforesaid, to do and commit, against the Peace 
and Dignity of the said State. 

And the said Jurors upon their oath further say that the above 
named Archibald Lewis, well knowing that the said Thomas, 
Charles, George, and Richard had done and committed the 
Felonies and Burglary and Robbery in form aforesaid, afterwards, 
to wit, on the said seventeenth day of July, with force and arms 
at the County aforesaid, in the District aforesaid, them the said 
Thomas, Charles, George and Richard did then and there felon- 
iously receive, harbour and maintain, against the Peace and 
Dignity of the said State. 

Jas. Iredell Att. Genl. 

MS (New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers, A&H). 
Grand jury presentment in JFs hand. "Ind. for Burglary"; but the final out- 
come is not known. 
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The State v. Ann Tyson and Arasiah Tyson 

State of North Carolina 
Newbern District 
[November 15, 1780] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Newbern at the Town of Newbern  
in the said District, on the fifteenth Day of November 
in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and eighty 
 before the Honourable Samuel Ashe, Samuel Spencer, 
and John Williams Esquires Judges of the said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that Ann Tyson 
late of the County of Pitt in the District aforesaid Widow, and 
Arasiah Tyson also late of the said County Yeoman, not having 
the fear of God before their Eyes, but being moved and seduced 
by the instigation of the Devil, on the twenty seventh day of April 
in the year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and eighty, 
and in the fourth year of the Independence of the said State, with 
force and arms, at the County aforesaid, in and upon a Male Child 
which was born of the Body of the said Ann Tyson on the said 
twenty seventh day of April, and in the peace of God and the said 
State then and there being, feloniously, wilfully, and of their 
malice aforethought did make an Assault, and that the said Ann 
Tyson with a Woman's shoe of the value of Four Shillings Sterling 
Money which she then and there had and held in her right hand, 
feloniously, wilfully, and of her malice aforethought, did strike 
and wound the said Child on the forehead of the said child, giving 
to the said Child one mortal wound of the length of two inches 
and a half, and the depth of half an inch, of which said mortal 
wound the said child then and there instantly died; and that the 
aforesaid Arasiah Tyson then and there, feloniously, wilfully, and 
of his malice aforethought, was present, aiding, helping, abetting, 
comforting, assisting, and maintaining the said Ann Tyson, the 
Felony and murder aforesaid, in manner and form aforesaid, to 
do and commit, and so the Jurors aforesaid, upon their Oath 
aforesaid, do say, that the said Ann Tyson, and Arasiah Tyson, 
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then and there, in manner and form aforesaid, feloniously, wil- 
fully, and of their malice aforethought, did kill and murder the 
said child, against the Peace and Dignity of the said State. 

Jas. Iredell Att. Genl. 

The words "of the value of Four Shillings Sterling Money" 
were interlined before the Bill went to the Grand Jury, as also 
the following Words "the said child"  

Ja. Iredell A.G. 

MS (New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers, A&H). 
Grand jury presentment in JTs hand. Although "Ind. for Murder," Ann Tyson 
was later found "not guilty." New Bern District Superior Court Minutes. 

The State v. Hobbs 

State of North Carolina 
Newbern District 
[November 15, 1780] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
Newbern at the Town of Newbern in the said 
 District, on the fifteenth Day of November 
 in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred 
and eighty before the Honourable Samuel Ashe, 
Samuel Spencer, and John Williams 
Esquires Judges of the said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that James 
Hobbs  late  of the  County of Jones  in the  District aforesaid 
Yeoman, on the twelfth day of June in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty, and in the fourth 
year of the Independence of the said State in the presence of 
divers Persons did speak and say the following seditions and 
disaffected expressions. "That he had been very ill used by our 
People at Cross Creek and would give five hundred Pounds for a 
Parole under the English," and also that the said James Hobbs 
on the twentieth day of the said month at the County of Dobbs 
in the District aforesaid in the presence of divers Persons did 
speak and say the following seditions and disaffected Expressions, 
that is to say, "That the English would not suffer, and that he 
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never would take arms again during his breath" which words were 
contrary to the duty which he owed to the said State, and against 
the Peace and Dignity thereof. 

Ja. Iredell Att. Genl. 

The words "at the County aforesaid in the District aforesaid" 
interlined before the Bill went to the Grand Jury. 

Jas. Iredell A.G. 
MS (New Bern District Superior Court Criminal Action Papers, A&H). 

Grand jury presentment in JFs hand. "Ind. for a Misdemeanor," but the final 
outcome is not known. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 16th. Nov. 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I arrived here this morning, and with better luck than I 
expected, for after I left Mr. Charlton's I had not a drop of rain, 
and before what there was was of little consequence, so that my 
health is entirely good, and I have nothing to complain of but this 
scar of Nelly's, which draws questions upon me about my bruising. 
Mr. Ashe came in this evening, and left Mr. Hooper and Mr. 
Maclaine on the road, who will be here, I suppose tomorrow 
morning. Mr. Williams, I very unexpectedly found, had altered 
his intention, and came on here, fearing the Court might be lost, 
and in this he judged very prudently, for it otherwise would. Mrs. 
Gordon, I hear, is getting better; other People in general seem 
quite well. O! my dear Hannah, how happy should I be to know 
you were so. Believe me, I am most distrest about you. You are 
the constant subject of my most anxious thoughts. For heaven's 
sake, take all possible care of yourself. Let me intreat you, by 
every tender, by every generous motive to do so. Your value to me 
is inexpressible and seems to increase every moment. I dwell with 
anxiety and misery on your situation, knowing how inattentive 
you are to your own ill health, and how bad you will suffer it to 
be before it may be discovered. Such imprudence, I am persuaded, 
made you so ill before, and I dread similar effects if you have not 
so much goodness and compassion for me as to act now in a dif- 
ferent manner. Your going as early as possible over the Sound 
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I know is essential to this, and I beg leave to hope it. And let me 
hear from you, for God's sake. You easily can, wherever you are. 

17. I wrote this much yesterday, and have since been very much 
thronged with business. I am likely to get some money here, but 
the Lawyers in this part of the Country have smuggled up all the 
business of the Prizes so as to let Mr. Hooper, Mr. Maclaine and 
myself have no share in it, altho' both of them were wrote to, and 
promised to come in if it was put off a little. They did not come 
till to day. Mr. Hooper's own Family are pretty well but his 
Brothers have been very ill. Tom almost at the point of death, but 
he is now getting better. They have triumphed about his Affair. 
The County Court discharged the arrest as illegal. I find the 
orders did not issue from the Gov— but on very extraordinary 
pretenses from Genl. Lillington. Mr. Hooper was on his way to 
Edenton and would have been there the first day, but both his 
Horses failed on the road, and he was obliged to return. This 
French Fleet has come to nothing. It was a Fleet of Transports 
with Provisions from Cork. It is reported here, but we know no 
authority for it that Lord Cornwallis with 300 Light Horse had 
arrived at Charlestown leaving his army in Jeopardy. 500 of the 
Militia of this District, and a number from Wilmington are 
embodying to go to our assistance if necessary, which I hope in 
God will not be the case. I shall be miserable till I hear about 
you, and of your being on this side the Sound. Mr. Hooper interests 
himself in it, and thinks by all means you ought to be there. Will 
not this have influence with you, joined to my earnest intreaties. 
Again let me conjure you to attend most carefully to your health, 
and advise me honestly how it is. I will write you a line by the 
Post tomorrow. Till then, my dearest Hannah, I bid you most 
affectionately Adieu! 

Jas Iredell 

P.S.    Remember me to all my Friends. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton. By Favor 
of Capt. Collins." 
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James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Edenton [New Bern]1 17th. Nov. 1780 

My dear Nelly, 

I arrived here yesterday morning, and have nothing to make 
me uneasy but the situation of affairs at home, which distresses 
me greatly, particularly on account of your Aunt's ill state of 
health. I thought to have spoke to your Mamma about it before 
I left home, and requested her to have wrote me how it continued, 
but unfortunately neglected it. I wish very much either you or 
your Mamma will be so obliging as to do it. If you are at your 
Uncle's you must know more of the matter than me, and will 
sometimes have an opportunity of sending to Edenton, from 
whence the letter may be forwarded by Post. 

Your Scar has brought me into some disgraceful scrapes, for 
more than one Person has asked me whether I have been bruising. 
To day it has been civil enough to leave me, retaining only a little 
red spot as proof of your affection. You may suppose I value it 
accordingly, but shall be satisfied with this one mark without 
coveting others of the same kind. 

Last Sunday was married here Mr. (M) Green, about the age of 
70, Father of half a dozen Men grown, and I suppose grand- 
father to a large Brood of young ones, to Mrs. Hamiate, an 
antiquated Widow of about the age of 45, old fashioned, ugly, and 
horribly formal, but an excellent Nurse, for which they say he 
with no less truth than candour honestly told her he wanted to 
make her his Wife. The old Fellow came to me about Business, 
and looks like a hearty Methuselah, but more fitted for his grave, 
than Matrimony. However they are yoked, and God bless them! 

You must remember me with great affection to your Mamma 
and Sister and Brothers, and to your Uncle and his Family. Tell 
him the French Fleet is turned into an English one of Provision 
Transports; that it is reported Lord Cornwallis with 300 Horse 
had got to Charlestown, but there is no authority for this; and 
his army were certainly in jeopardy, parading with a trembling 
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step Lord knows where. 500 of the Militia of this District, and a 
number from Wilmington are embodying to march to our assis- 
tance if necessary. This is all the public news I know. Adieu! 
my dear Nelly. Take good care of your health, remember what 
I have wrote you in this letter, and believe that I am with great 
truth and the more pleasing satisfaction on your conduct, Your 
extremely affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair." 

1 JI carelessly wrote Edenton instead of New Bern. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 18th. Nov. 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you yesterday and the day before by Capt. Collins, but 
am determined not to neglect the post for fear of accidents, and 
to avail myself of it. I am obliged to steal a very early hour in 
the morning, for I am like the Lawyer described by Horace who 
is beset with clients almost at each crowing. Some of them are 
private, but more I am afraid will be public ones. 

Nevertheless this Court will be far better than any yet. Mrs. 
Gordon is getting much better. Mr. Hooper came here only yester- 
day; his Family are pretty well, but his Brothers have been very 
severely sick, particularly Tom, who is however beginning to 
recover. He was only prevented by his Horses giving out on the 
road coming to Edenton, and since he says his Brothers have been 
too sick for him to write as to public news. This French Fleet 
proves to be an English one with Provisions: No troops however, 
as the Governor tells me Lord Cornwallis's army are still in 
Jeopardy, but it is reported he himself with 300 Horse had got 
into Charlestown. This however is a mere report. 500 of the 
Militia of this District, and a number from Wilmington are em- 
bodying to go to our assistance if necessary, which I hope in God 
will not be the case. I am in great uneasiness and perplexity about 
the condition I left you in. The danger from the Enemy and your 
own ill health affects me very much. I am continually thinking 
of it. I should be quite easy, could I have the happiness to hear 
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you were on this side of the sound, and in much better health than 
I had the concern to leave you in. I rely on your goodness and 
compassion for me to attend to both these Circumstances as much 
as possible. A letter from you giving me perfect satisfaction in 
respect to them would make me extremely happy, and let me 
earnestly intreat that I may hear by every opportunity. I have 
wrote to Mr. Barker, Mr. Smith and Charles Johnson by Collins; 
and also a line to Nelly, whom I love very much notwithstanding 
her scar which is now no more than a little red spot, and the agree- 
able change in her Conduct has pleased me infinitely. Pray re- 
member me with great affection to your Sister and Family when 
in your power, and give my respects over the Creek, and my most 
tender affection to my dear Penny and Gaby, and a kiss to Master 
Sam. I am perfectly well, and so is Sarah's Husband. Adieu! my 
dear Hannah. For heaven's sake take care of yourself and I will 
unspeakably oblige, Your most affectionate and faithful 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 

1 Letters not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 26th. Nov. 1780 

My most dear Hannah, 

I had the pleasure to receive your letter by the Post about a 
week ago,1 but have since met with no opportunity of writing to 
you, nor in spite of all my efforts have I been able to begin a letter 
to go by this Post till this morning, so incessently have I been 
harrassed with business, chiefly of a criminal nature, but not 
entirely unmixed with civil, which is here much better than at any 
other Court, and Mr. Hooper, Mr. Maclaine, and myself far 
distance all the rest in our share of it. I thank you most kindly, 
my dear Hannah, for the trouble you took in writing so much in 
your weak state of health. I fear it fatigued you extremely, but 
the goodness which prompted you to it that I might have the 
satisfaction of hearing particularly from you obliges me greatly. 
You comfort me very much in writing that you every day 
perceived some little amendment, and were beginning to take 
Bitters. Heaven grant that I may have the happiness to day of 
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hearing you are still much better. With respect to your going 
over the Sound, you certainly can only form a judgment of the 
fittest time. My wishing it to be very early arose from my fears 
of the Enemy by water, but as this is an apprehension quite un- 
certain I by no means think you should risk your health in 
attempting it. Whenever you can go with safety, I am persuaded 
it will be of the utmost service to you. It distrest me greatly to 
hear of your Brother being so unwell. It happened at a most 
unlucky time, but I hope it did not long prevent him from availing 
himself of the remarkably mild and fine weather we have had. 
I have already received at this Court £4540—of this Currency, 
£1350 of Continental, and nine hard Dollars. I expect to receive 
£1500 for my Salary at three Courts. But my Expenses here are 
monstrous, £160 a day for my board and lodging only. I was going 
to write on, when I had the inexpressible happiness to receive 
your letter of the 20th.2 Thank you my dearest Hannah. Thank 
God, that you are so much better. I am glad to hear your Brother 
is gone, as he will probably have fine weather all the way to 
Philadelphia.3 But I cannot bear to figure to myself the parting 
scene. I am glad the little Fellow is called Sam. Kiss him for me 
and Penny, and Gaby, whom I love in the most tender manner. 
Present my respects to Mrs. Johnston and her Sister, Miss Len- 
nox, Mrs. Pearson, Mrs. Dawson &c. I am now all life and chear- 
fulness hearing so happily of you. I will not fail to apply closely 
for the Ginger. The story of the French conquest of Charlestown 
is like all other stories about them, without any manner of founda- 
tion. I swear never to relate any other report upon them, that I 
am not sure is true. 

I very luckily have an opportunity of writing to my Mother 
and Arthur. A Flag is going from here to Charlestown and an 
officer whom I have frequently mentioned to you, Capt. James 
goes in it. I congratulate myself extremely on this favorable 
occasion, and entertain no doubt of the safety of the Conveyance. 

I am perfectly well, and so is Peter. Business wherein I share 
as a man of consequence, and some which gives me profit and a 
little reputation, I rub through with chearfulness, tho' very 
fatiguing. Adieu! my dear Hannah. I have only a moment to 
assure you that I am and ever shall be Your entirely, and most 
faithfully affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. You must not expect to hear of me from Wilmington, as the 
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Post there is disconnected, but write constantly to me here until 
after the 12th. Deer. 

My love to your Sister and Nelly, and Brother John's Family. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed to "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 

1 Not found. 
2 Not found. 
3 Johnston came out of retirement in  1779 to serve in the state Senate; 

he was elected, with Willie Jones, to a seat in the Continental Congress in 
April, 1780, but he did not depart for Philadelphia until November. Johnston 
to Abner Nash, November 6, 1780, Emmet Collection, New York Public 
Library. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 26th. [27th] Nov. 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you yesterday by the Post, and had the happiness to 
congratulate myself on your being in such a fair way of Recovery. 
Heaven grant it may soon be entirely perfect. I have not had a 
moment to spare scarcely till to day (which I have been obliged 
unwillingly to make use of) to make purchases, for some, in spite 
of my poverty, I was determined to make, knowing the difficulty 
of getting any thing with us. I have bought 4 Gauze Handker- 
chiefs, 6 Black Silk ones, 3 small tooth Combs, and 4 Common 
ones. After supplying your Sister and Nelly, and perhaps with 
your leave reserving for myself one silk handkerchief, the rest are 
yours to do as you please with. I wanted to have got some coloured 
silk handkerchiefs for you, but they were all sold. There is a great 
quantity of shoes, and pretty good ones, and tho' they have very 
slippery heels, yet if I had yours, your Sister's and Nelly's 
measures, I would buy you some. Pray send me on yours, and if 
you can theirs, and I will endeavour to get you some on my return. 
I have tried to no purpose to get some Ginger. Wilson Blount 
tells me, he has long been wanting some, but could get none, and 
that if he can procure me any in my absence he will. We leave this 
place tomorrow—Mr. Hooper, Mr. Maclaine, and myself go 
together. I fear I shall not have it in my power to write to you 
from Wilmington, as the Post is disconnected. By Mr. Hooper's 
extreme kindness I find I am likely to fare very well there. He 
is to have very good rooms fitted up, and I believe I shall be at 
little or no expense. Here my expenses are monstrous. They will 



198 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

be with my Horses £2,500 at least. I have made our Tenants settle 
for their rents according to the depreciation.1 Some of the Money 
I have received. The rest I have their notes for in hard money, 
and I have been promised that the greater part shall be paid by 
Christmas. Their Notes for this purpose I have left with Mr. 
Blount, having no other person to depend on. I thank God I am 
perfectly well. If you think of any thing in particular, pray 
mention it. Many people think Things will be cheaper on my 
return. At present they are very dear. I am really in a very great 
hurry and cannot write so much as I could wish. Pray remember 
me particularly to all my Friends. Be assured of my most perfect 
sincerity in my injunctions about your health, as it is of the utmost 
moment to me, and that I am, with inexpressible tenderness and 
attachment my dearest Hannah, Your entirely affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. If John Gray is not at home and you can conveniently come 
at my bank of papers, pray take out 6 or 7 Blank Writs, and send 
them to Dr. Savage. They are indorsed "Writs for Edenton 
Superior Court." I have just seen Mrs. Gordon, who is much 
better, and desires her Compliments. Adieu! my dearest Hannah. 

J.I. 

In this case John Gray to whom I have wrote need not do it. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." Although 
JI endorsed this letter as "the 26th," it obviously was written the day after 
his letter to Hannah Iredell, November 26, 1780, above. 

1 JI and Hannah Iredell apparently had not sold all their lands which they 
had advertised in the North-Carolina Gazette in 1778. See JI to Hannah 
Iredell, May 25, 1778, n2, above. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington Deer. 8th. 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I have not known of a single opportunity till the present of 
writing to you since I left Newbern. I thank God, I have been ever 
since, and am now perfectly well. The business of this Court has 
been very troublesome, tho' not profitable, and possibly I may 
be detained a day or two beyond it by an Admirality Suit in which 
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I am engaged. I do not mean it shall be above a day or two at 
fartherest, so that as the Enemy are gone, and I hope not re- 
turned, I flatter myself Capt. Johnson will excuse me, and that 
you will, as I mean to receive a pretty good fee. Mr. Hooper and I 
have been obliged to take lodgings in consequence of a very un- 
expected Circumstance, Mr. Hogg and his Daughter coming here 
from Hillsborough,1 and occupying his Brother's House where 
we were to have been, and tho' we receive all possible Civilities 
from them there is no room to accomodate us with a bed. This I 
am afraid will deduct largely from the little money I get here. I 
have kept so close to business that I have not been at Mr. Hooper's 
this week, nor was I there but one day before the Court began, 
which you may suppose has mortified me a good deal, for the usual 
kindness and usual happiness has, now, as at all former times, 
captivated me. I long inexpressibly to see you. You are the subject 
of my constant thoughts. The Post being discontinued deprives me 
of the pleasure of hearing from you. I hope in God you are by this 
time almost entirely well. I shall not delay a moment I can com- 
mand in hastening to you, but I fear that I may not perhaps be 
with you till the 21st. or 22d. We have no news here of any con- 
sequence and certainty. I am obliged to write in a very great hurry 
in the midst of the Court, having but a very few minutes notice. 
Give my love and compliments to all my Friends. Tell Sarah Peter 
is very well. Heaven bless you, and grant that I may find you 
perfectly well. Your most faithfully affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 

1 James Hogg of Hillsborough, brother of Robert Hogg, became actively 
involved in the affairs of the Transylvania Land Company and was later 
member of a committee that selected Chapel Hill as the location of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina. Keith and Masterson, Blount Papers, I, 473 n99. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington 13th. Deer. 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you from here a few days ago by an Express going about 
the business of a Vessel to Mr. Cabarrus. The Superior Court 
broke up  on   Saturday.   I  have  since  been  detained  about an 
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Admirality Suit,1 which we ended about 11 o'clock last night. This 
morning I set off on my way home immediately from here, having 
taken leave of Mr. Hooper's yesterday. I certainly shall not delay 
a moment of time; but as I shall be obliged to stop a little while 
at Tuckahoe,2 and may not be in Newbern by the time the Post 
leaves it on Saturday, I trouble a Gentleman who is going im- 
mediately there with this letter. I intend to return the upper road, 
and probably by your Brother John's, but certainly by Mrs. Daw- 
son's at Dukinfield. If I have tolerable luck, I certainly shall have 
the happiness of seeing you the 21st. or 22d. God grant it may be, 
as I greatly flatter myself, perfectly well. Pray remember me most 
affectionately to your Sister and her Family, my dear Nelly in 
particular, and give my best respects over the Creek, and love to 
the dear little children. I never was better in my life, and I believe 
Sarah will have the happiness to find her Husband so too. I am 
ever, my dearest Hannah, Yours most affectionately 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Mrs. Iredell Edenton (in her 
absence to be opened by Mrs. Blair. By favor of Mr. [Singleton . . .] so 
obliging as to put it into the Post Office at New Bern." 

1 See McRee, Iredell, I, 476-479. 
2 See JI to Hannah Iredell, May 25, 1778, November 27, 1780, and notes, 

above. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern 16th. Deer. 1780 

My dear Hannah, 

I have just time by the Post to write you of my arrival here this 
morning in perfect health. I shall set off from here tomorrow, and 
hope to be with you on Thursday at furtherst. Being obliged to 
go a round about way, it is uncertain if it can be sooner. My route 
will be by Dukinfield or Eden House. I have the happiness to 
receive two letters from you,1 for which I most heartily thank you. 
I am going to explore the stores in quest of shoes and other things, 
and will not neglect your kind injunctions in regard to myself. 
Give my most affectionate Compliments to your Sister and her 
Family, and my dear Nelly in particular, who I hope had no return 
of her severe Complaint. My respects over the creek, and love to 
the children, and other Compliments at your utmost discression. 
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Peter is quite well. Heaven bless you! I am your entirely affection- 
ate 

Jas Iredell 

RC   (Johnson   Papers,   A&H).  Addressed  "Mrs.   Iredell,   Edenton.   In  her 
absence [. ..] may be opened by Mrs. Blair. Postage (?) Way 80." 

1 Not found. 

Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, 21st Dec, 1780 

Dear Sir 

You will have heard, before this reaches you, the state of my 
health on my arrival at this place. I now begin to hope I may 
recover, though I am still confined to the house, and my cough, 
attended with fever, very troublesome; but I sometimes go down 
stairs and mix with the gentlemen who lodge in the house, and 
those who visit them, which I find of some service to me. I had 
the pleasure of hearing, by the last post, that Mrs. Iredell was 
getting better; I hope by the next to hear every body is well. 
Congress seem to be very busy; but as I have not yet taken my 
seat in it,1 I am acquainted with but few particulars, and if I was 
acquainted with any thing interesting, I should be afraid to write 
it by the post, as there is reason to apprehend that, before this 
reaches you, the enemy may be in possession of some of the towns 
in Virginia through which the post passes, as we have certain 
advices that 4,000 troops, under the command of General Knip- 
hausen, have been some time past embarked, though we have not 
yet any advice of their having sailed, and their destination is kept 
a profound secret in New York. Congress have sent a Colonel 
Palfray,2 formerly paymaster of the army, to France, in the 
character of consul from the United States: Colonel Laurens, 
son of the late President, is appointed a minister for a particular 
purpose to the court of France.3 This last appointment is much 
disapproved of by some of the members, apprehensive of its 
disgusting Dr. Franklin, and by that means impeding rather than 
promoting our interest at that court. Mr. Dana, secretary to Mr. 
Adams, is appointed minister to the Empress of Russia: it is 
uncertain how he may be received, but the general opinion is, 
that the old lady will not be displeased with the compliment.4 
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23d. I have just heard of a brother of Mr. Granbury's, who sets 
out in the morning for Carolina; I will therefore close this letter, 
and endeavor to send it by him; and can now venture to mention 
the distresses of Congress in regard to money matters. Nothing can 
be more alarming. The treasury quite empty, and no means of fill- 
ing it, to answer the pressing demands which are daily made upon 
it. What adds to their distress: the supplies for the army are not 
yet laid in, and they have been disappointed in getting over a 
quantity of clothing, promised for the use of the army, in France. 
Expenses here exceed all conception: from the great number of 
prizes brought in, and large importations from Europe to this 
place, the town is filled with all kinds of goods, and furnishes 
supplies to all the Southern States, and the State of New York; 
this draws all the circulating cash in these States to this town; 
this occasions such a profusion of money here, that every thing is 
most enormously dear. I had almost forgot to mention, that the 
British ministry have carried all before them in the late general 
elections. Most of the eminent characters in the opposition are 
left out—namely, Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, Mr. Wilkes, with a number 
of others, whose names I do not recollect. An unsuccessful attempt 
was made to oust Sir George Saville. My best respects to Mr. 
Barker and all my other friends. You will observe there are some 
circumstances in this letter which should be communicated with 
caution. Tell Mr. Smith I will write to him soon; and let him see 
this. Present my love to my sister Iredell, My sister Blair, Nelly, 
and the children; tell them I think of them with all imaginable 
tenderness. Though I am now writing at two o'clock in the after- 
noon, it is so dark I can scarcely read what I write. Adieu! and 
believe me ever, My dear Sir, Your affectionate brother and most 
obedient servant, 

Sam. Johnston 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, 1,479-480). 

1 It is not certain when Johnston reached Philadelphia, but his poor health 
kept him from attending Congress before December 29. Ford, JCC, XVIII, 
1203. 

2 William Palfrey of Massachusetts, who had also served as an aide to 
Washington, was lost at sea before reaching France. Burnett, LCC, V, 488 
n3, 495. 

3 John Laurens of South Carolina (1754-1782) was in France during 1781 
to seek additional aid from the government of Louis XVI. 

4 Johnston's optimism proved to be unfounded, for Catherine the Great 
refused to receive Charles Dana. 
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Jean Blair to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Dukinfield 4th Janry. 1781 

My Dear Nelly 

I was much disapointed last night at receiving such a triffling 
letter from you. I had a good mind to have thrown it in the fire 
for I was very low spirited at the time. I am a good deal dis- 
ordered in my stomach and bowells to day and the weather looks 
unpromising or else I should have been over in the Canoe. I have 
had a little of the Cholic part of the night and this morning at- 
tended with a very sick stomach and lax. As soon as I am better 
and the weather clears I shall be over. We shall be obliged to 
your Uncle if he will send us some account of what is doing in 
town. The Negroes bring strange storys. They say people are 
getting ready to run again and the English are to be in Edenton 
by Saturday. I am very sorry that I am not able to get over today. 
Mrs Pearson is much better and so is Miss Vail but your Sister 
has a very bad cold. The Ladies send compliments and your Sister 
joins me in love to you all. I am Dear Nelly Your Afft. Mother 

J. Blair 

Tell your Aunt I am not lazy but unwell or I would write to her 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Miss Blair, Edenton." 

Petition of Margaret Pearson 

27 January 1781 

The Petition of Margaret Pearson of Bertie County Widow, 
Humbly Sheweth, 

That the said Margaret Pearson is Mother to Sir Nathaniel 
Dukinfield, one of the Persons named in the Confiscation Act, 
passed at Halifax in the Month of October, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy nine. 

That she has resided for upwards of twenty five years on a 
Plantation called Dukinfield in the County aforesaid, which 
Plantation formerly belonged to her first Husband, Nathaniel 
Dukinfield Esquire, who made a particular regulation in his last 
Will concerning the same. 
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That the said Margaret Pearson has never yet been called upon 
by the Commissioners of the said County to render any account 
to them of any property of Sir Nathaniel Dukinfleld's that might 
be supposed to be in her possession, nor has there, to the knowledge 
of the Petitioner, been any public step hitherto taken in the said 
County relative thereto: otherwise, as he has claims upon the 
Property which to her appear very well founded, and of great 
importance. She should have exhibited the same, in order that 
they might be heard and discussed by the respectable Tribunal 
to which the Act of Assembly has thought proper to refer them. 

Your Petitioner further begs leave to represent, that she 
imagines it would have been premature in her to have exhibited 
any claim until she first knew the claim of the Commissioners, 
because till then she could not know how much Property would be 
claimed as her Son's by the Public. 

The Petitioner has taken the liberty to state the above Cir- 
cumstances in this Petition, in consequence of a notice she has 
received from the Sheriff of the County, for her to make known 
her claim to the General Assembly: but finding the direction 
of the law to be, that it should be made known to the County Court, 
and decided by the Superior Court, she presumes it would be 
improper for her to do more at present than to pray that no final 
determination in respect to the Property above mentioned, may 
take place, so as to affect the claims of the Petitioner, until the 
same shall have been heard and considered by the Tribunal 
already appointed for that purpose, or by some other which the 
Honorable the Assembly may think proper to name. 

And your Petitioner as in duty bound shall ever pray &c 

Margaret Pearson 

MS (Iredell Papers, Duke). Part of the petition is in JI's hand, part in an 
unknown hand; signed by Margaret Pearson. Apparently the legislature took 
no action. Her earlier petition is dated January 8, 1779, above. 

Robert Smith to James Iredell 

Halifax 30th Jan 1781 

Dear Sir; 

We have this moment been favoured with an authentick account 
of the Glorious event of the 17th Instant on Broad River. I can- 
not inform you or my other friends better than by inclosing a copy 
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of the account from Genl. Morgan to Congress.1 It's rough but 
correct; this one Blow secures us from the Southern quarter, and 
totaly ruins the Campaign to the Enemy. I was under the severest 
doubts about Genl. Morgan's Safety. I knew his number was far 
inferior to those against him after the reinforcement. Broad River 
was high. I was affraid he would be hem'd in and cut off. Pray 
shew this letter with the enclosed to all my friends. I had Seald 
up all my letters but lukily the Boy had not gone—I wish Our 
friend Gregory2 had this news. It will be a fine little Pill to 
Arnold. I hope in the goods taken we shall find Sufficient to 
cloath our Troops which will be of great importance. I am Dear 
Sir Your most obed. Serv 

Rob Smith 

James Iredell Esquire 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "James Iredell Esquire Edenton. 
Should Mr. Iredell be out of the way this letter may be Opened by any of 
the Genln. of Edenton." 

1 Smith writes of General Daniel Morgan's victory over Banastre Tarleton's 
Tory Legion at the Cowpens in upper South Carolina. Enclosure missing; but 
Morgan's report to the president of Congress, January 19, 1781, is in 
James Graham, Life of General Daniel Morgan (Cincinnati: Derby and 
Jackson, 1856), 467-470. 

2 General Isaac Gregory, a former justice of the peace, assemblyman, and 
provincial congressman, for Pasquotank County, commanded North Carolina 
militiamen at the Battle of Camden and later served in the state legislature 
for Camden County. He was falsely accused of treason and acquitted. See 
Saunders, Colonial Records, particularly Volumes IX-X; and Clark, State 
Records, Volumes XI-XXIV; McRee, Iredell, I, 519-520; Ashe, Biographical 
History, IV, 139-145. 

Charles Johnson to James Iredell 

< Edenton > 
Halifax 8th.  Feby.  1781 

Dear Sir, 

Yours of the 5th.1 I have this moment Reed. Private Matters 
and Considerations of every kind and [thing are] inadmissable, 
owing to the Impatience of [the members] to get home. Finding 
no Abler hand would [undertake], I introduced a Bill for yours 
and the Judges Establishment the Salarys to be fixed in a 
[permanent] manner out of the Reach of Depreciation. It [has] 
passed Two Readings—not without   [curtailments]   which they 
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call amendments. I hope however it will pass. Even with the 
Allowance it is reduced to, it will show a good Intention and a 
willingness to Amendments [of] which this may be considered as 
a [beginning]. [I have] likewise been the Introducer of another 
Bill for [encouraging] the Importation of Arms &c, Which passed 
unanimously.2 I think its principles are founded in Justice, but 
am Doubtful [whether] those of my own Trade will think so, 
[as it] concerns them Intirely. But [as] one of the legislature I'm 
of opinion that private Interest ought to give way to public utility. 
However in this I flatter myself they [are both] happily blended. 
Col. Lee with his Legion [has] surprised George Town, took the 
commanding officer and [killed many] of the Enemy. This by 
express. It is too true the Enemy are in possession of Wilmington 
and Environs and of poor Mr. Hooper and McLaine's [families], 
who are both here.3 There situation is [truly lamentable] and I 
sincerely feel for them. Boyd is in such a Damned hurry I can only 
Beg my Compts to your Family and am Dr Sir, Yours Sincerely 

Chas. Johnson 

RC  (Johnson  Papers,  A&H).  Addressed  "James  Iredell  Edenton."  Badly 
mutilated; bracketed words taken from McRee, Iredell, I, 485. 

1 Not found. 
2 JI's friend Charles Johnson was serving his first term in the General 

Assembly, as a member of the Senate, which convened at Halifax from Janu- 
ary 18, 1781, to February 14. An influential member of that body from the 
beginning, Johnson later became president pro tern and speaker. His bill 
regulating salaries passed the Senate but was blocked by the House. See 
Samuel Spencer to JI, February 15, 1781, below. His act for encouraging the 
importation of arms provided that shippers who landed military stores would 
pay reduced tariff duties—or, in the case of large quantities of munitions, 
receive bounties from the state. Clark, State Records, XVII, 664, 670; XXIV, 
380-381. Despite ambitious efforts to manufacture cannon, muskets, rifles, 
and gunpowder, the state had fallen far short of its needs. George W. Troxler, 
"The Homefront in Revolutionary North Carolina" (unpublished Ph.D. dis- 
sertation, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1970), 50-61, herein- 
after cited as Troxler, "The Homefront in Revolutionary North Carolina." 

3 Johnson's sentence is confusing. Although their families were now in 
British-held territory, Hooper and Maclaine were at Halifax. In January, 
1781, Major James Craig, in response to Cornwallis's orders, had moved 
north and seized Wilmington. There he could control the Cape Fear River and 
block the passage of goods to and from the interior; he could also make con- 
tact with Cornwallis as his superior moved eastward. See William Hooper 
to JI, February 13, 1781, below. 
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Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, February 10th, 1781 

Dear Sir 

As nothing new has happened since I wrote to my brother, 
which letter I desired him to communicate to you, and having 
wrote by this conveyance to R. Smith, I should not now have wrote 
to you, but having understood that my friends were alarmed on 
account of my health, this will enable you to assure them that I 
am now quite well, and attend Congress every day when the 
weather is good. 

I congratulate you on Gen. Morgan's success; it is considered 
by the Military gentlemen here, as one of the most gallant and 
well conducted actions of this war. I have sent Wilie Jones the 
last papers, which I have desired him to forward to Mr. Smith. 
I would have sent duplicates, but it would have made my packet 
too large. Present my love to my sisters, Nelly, and the children. 
I congratulate my sister Blair on Billy's return. I hope the sea 
agrees with him. I wrote some time ago to Mrs. Dawson, and 
likewise to Mr. Pollock. I hope they received my letters—be 
pleased to present my proper respect to them. I long very much 
to be at home again. I have no relish for politics. Though the 
weather has been so remarkably temperate, that there has been 
no appearance of ice in the river, yet it has been very wet and 
disagreeable. I hope you will by some means let me hear from 
you; present my compliments to Mr. Barker in particular, and 
all my other friends, and believe me with every sentiment of 
affection and esteem, Dear sir, yours, 

Sam. Johnston 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, 1,486). 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Halifax Tuesday. Feby. 13. 1781 

My dear Iredell 

In the Agony of my Soul, I inform you that I am Severed from 
my family—perhaps for ever! 
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The Enemy landed at Wilmington on the 29th of last month 
and took possession of the town without opposition. Well aware 
that the Salt works1 at and near my house might make it obnox- 
ious to the enemy, I removed my family and from the want of 
Horses and carriages and a thousand other circumstances which 
I will mention to you as soon as I collect myself enough to think 
or write Seriously upon the subject, I removed my family to 
Wilmington. Had I attempted to have carried them further I 
appr[ehended that] they must [still have been] subject to 
parties of the enemy who would have been engaged in plunder- 
fin] g without the restraint of any officers to check their [depred] - 
ations. In an enemys country at al[l] even [ts I th] ought it best 
to trust them to th[e] m [e] rcy of the principal officer who would 
be at Wilmingt[on], and prese[rve some or]der there, rather 
than risque a perfect separation] from Mrs Hooper's friends. 
I have many friends in Wilmington who differ essentially from 
m[e in] political opinions but who I think [wo]uld risque all to 
serve me and my family—to [these] and to [God] have I trusted 
[a] lmost every thing I hold de [ar] in this World and if he will 
preserve them in happiness He may do with me as he thinks best. 

The Enemy are about 450 Strong, commanded by Major Craig's 
[?] late Major and Adjutant to Genl Burgoyne—escorted by a 
certain Dubois and a frenchman of the name of Treville who left 
Wilmington and went to Cha'stown about 3 Weeks ago. The 
Troops are escorted by the Blonde of 36 Guns, the delight 16 
Guns, Otter 16 Guns and 2 Gallies or three bearing some 18 
pounders—12 lb. and 16 lb—the whole fleet makes about 18 in 
number. 

Their object they say is to unite themselves with the disaffected 
of Cumberlan [d] and weaken the opposition to Cornwallis. 

The Enemy surprised the Bridge called Herons (you knew it), 
the Bridge at my Br[o]thers' house (the Mulberry) and after 
burning all the publick [s] tores these retired on the Wilmington 
side of the River again. They took possession of the Mulberry 
and I fear my Brother Thos is ruined as [well] as his elder 
[Br] other. Need I my, my dear friend—add [to] the sympathetick 
emotions of your heart—that [I] left my Wife in a very precarious 
state of [he]alth. My Brother George—upon his bed where he 
has been for twenty one days, ill of putrid fever—his life despaired 
of by Cobham [and all] his Physicians—his Wife far from being 
healthy. The Impress of Horses and Carriages has been so violent 
that a few, a very few, of the male Inhabitants are out. I was 
obliged to rely on my legislative privileges and the Secrecy of 
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a Cellar to conceal my horses from pursuit. 
Mr. Maclaine and I are together exiles—travelling as lightly 

as Genl. Cornwallis does and more so, with all our property on 
our backs; perhaps we may see Edenton—perhaps shall advance 
to the Southward. Circumstances as they arise must determine 
our Movements. We talk of being with you, but stand suspended. 

A Country on the verge of ruin—a corrupt or what is worse an 
Idiot Assembly, an Indolent executive—Treasurers without 
money—A Military without exertion—Punctilios superseeding 
duty—in a word upon the true test of patriotism, the approach 
of the enemy; the vociferation of persecution and confiscation 
being resolved into silence or ineffectual efforts in order to 
promote doubts and disputation Show what we have to expect 
from the opposition [of] this State.2 

Report says perhaps it is true that Cornwallis is at Magees 
40 Miles from Salisbury on this side—Greene 16 on this side of 
Cornwallis. 

Adieu My Ever dear friend. Remember me most Affectly to 
yours and Mr. Johnstons family. Mr Maclaine begs to be men- 
tioned to you with much regard and Esteem and I am My dear 
Iredell Ever Yours and may you never feel what does [. . .] for a 
separation from his family Y [rs] 

Wm Hooper 

Remember me, most affectly remember me to Allen; I congratu- 
late him on his happy change.3 May the Connection never be 
interrupted by what I now feel. I will write him very shortly. 
Yrs Affty 

WH 

I can get no Letter paper—pardon me. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 There was a great scarcity of salt in North Carolina during the Revolution. 
Several small salt works were located in Hooper's New Hanover County, 
where earlier the citizens had petitioned the General Assembly to station 
troops nearby for their protection. New Hanover citizens to the General 
Assembly, May 10, 1779, Legislative Papers, Box 25, A&H; Robert L. Hill- 
drup, "The Salt Supply of North Carolina during the American Revolution," 
NCHR, XXII (October, 1945), 394-395. 

2 These were indeed among the darkest days of the Revolution in North 
Carolina as Cornwallis seemed to roam at will in the interior of the state, 
as the patriots witnessed the first resurgence of large-scale Tory activity 
in the east since the Battle of Moores Creek Bridge, and as repeated attempts 
to arouse the militia led to feeble results. 

3 The "happy change" was probably Allen's engagement to Mary Granbery. 
Allen's first wife and infant daughter had died about a year earlier. 
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Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, 15th February, 1781 

Dear Sir 

I had the pleasure of receiving yours of the 5th inst.,1 last 
night. I wrote a line by an express to the Governor, which I hope 
you will receive. I have very little hope that this will reach you. 
By a vessel, which arrived last Sunday from Cadiz, we have letters 
as late as the 19th December. The fleets at that time, as well of 
France and Spain as Great Britain, were in port; the Dutch had 
acceded to the armed Neutrality, notwithstanding which, the 
British continued to take their ships, and it was thought would 
make some attempts on their settlements in the East Indies. Mr. 
Cumberland is still permitted to continue at the Court of Madrid— 
a very suspicious circumstance. There is great reason to apprehend 
that the British mean to fortify and support their station at Ports- 
mouth, or some other in that neighborhood, in order to shut up 
the navigation of the bay, and by making frequent incursions into 
the country, prevent the State of Virginia from sending aid to 
the Carolinas. Congress is every day engaged in a variety of 
matters, but under our present situation, it is probably best to 
say little as to the particulars. I hope to have some opportunity 
before long by which I may be more communicative. I have wrote 
a great number of letters to you and my other friends, particularly 
C. Johnson and R. Smith, which I fear have miscarried—having 
lately received a letter from Mr. Smith from Halifax, in which 
he complains of my not having wrote. I am now quite recovered, 
except a little remnant of my cold, which is attended with no 
other inconvenience, but that it makes me cautious of exposing 
myself. I am very happy to hear that my sister Iredell has quite 
recovered her health. I was long under very serious apprehen- 
sions for her safety; I shall be very happy if we should all once 
more meet in health. Present my compliments to Mr. Johnson, 
and all my other friends; pray don't forget Mr. Barker. My love to 
my sisters, Nelly and the children, and believe me with the most 
sincere esteem, My dear sir, Your affectionate brother, and obedi- 
ent servant, 

Sam. Johnston 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 489-490). 

Editorial Note: Throughout the late winter and spring of 1781 Johnston 
and the other North Carolina congressmen sensed—accurately, as it later 
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turned out—that the war in the South was building to a climax in that year. 
Virginia, as they saw it, was the key to the outcome, for the British were 
strengthening the forces that had been operating for some time in the coastal 
areas under Generals Benedict Arnold and William Phillips. Johnston and 
his colleagues, of course, had no accurate knowledge of the role that the 
French fleet would play off the Virginia capes in September and October 
against Cornwallis; but they correctly understood the role that a superior 
naval force could play. Consequently, they passed along every conceivable 
rumor of possible French naval cooperation on the coasts of the southern 
states. For example, see Johnston to JI, April 8, 1781, below. 

1 Not found. 

Samuel Spencer to James Iredell 

Halifax, 15th. of Feby. 1781 

Dear Sir, 

The Assembly broke up Yesterday; having among other impor- 
tant Matters, given the Judges an Order on the Treasurers for 
£20,000. a piece, and the Atto. Genl. for £10,000. in Pursuance of 
a Resolve of last Sessions for making up the Depreciation of their 
Allowance, and in full as I take it, of all Arrearages for past 
Services. They have rejected a bill for giving them a decent 
Salary without Depreciation, have made them no further Provi- 
sion; but, as I am informed by some of the Members, intend that 
civil Business shall cease for a while. The Senate passed a Resolve 
for making the further Allowance of £20,000 a piece to the Judges, 
and £10,000 to the Atto. Genl. But it was rejected in the House 
of Commons at the Objection of Mr. T. Person,1 who had like to 
have carried a Rejection of the first Resolve. But our Friend M. 
Lock[e]2 opposed him and carried the important Point in our 
Favour. They have totally rejected Judge Ashe's Claim for an 
Allowance for Courts he was prevented from attending thro' 
Sickness. We seem therefore to be left altogether in the Lurch. I 
have put my Office upon that Footing that I shall never budge 
another Foot in their Service, at least as a civil Officer, till they 
make proper Provision for my Support. I have no Doubt but the 
other Judges will do the same. No Superior Courts I suppose will 
therefore be held till after the next Session of Assembly,3 let the 
Event of our publick Concerns turn out how they will. They wear 
a very critical Aspect at present, but I hope the Clouds will soon be 
dispelled. You will have the News before this reaches you more 
certain than any thing I can at present relate to you. I am, Dear 



212 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

Sir, with great Respect and Esteem, your most obedient humble 
Servant 

Saml. Spencer 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

Editorial Note: Here and elsewhere Jl and his correspondents angrily 
attacked the fiscal policies of the General Assembly, which in fact may have 
had little choice in the methods it used for continuing the war. The demands 
of war along with the lack of specie reserves meant large-scale emissions 
of unbacked paper money were inevitable. The cycle of emission and depre- 
ciation resulted in the printing of $6,850,000 by the end of 1780. The British 
invasion of the state in 1781 led to pressures for still more fiat money; it is 
estimated that by 1783 North Carolina's emissions reached $20 million. 
Because of the rapid depreciation, it was necessary to compensate the 
judges and attorney general additionally, as Spencer notes in this letter. It 
was not until the next session of the legislature, in June, 1781, that the law- 
makers passed a new act covering the salaries of various state officials, 
including the attorney general. JI was to receive £20 specie for each court 
he attended. Thus if he attended the six superior courts twice a year, his 
salary would have been £240 specie. His previous salary had been £500 a court 
in depreciated state paper money. The result was actually an increase in 
real or purchasing value since in 1781 the General Assembly had revalued 
its paper currency at the rate of $200 North Carolina currency to $1.00 specie. 
For the act for fixed salaries, see Clark, State Records, XXIV, 406-407. The 
best general account of the monetary situation is Morrill, Fiat Finance, 15- 
20. It is confusing, to say the least, to see North Carolinians speak of both 
dollars and pounds during this period in referring to state emissions. Whereas 
emission acts usually expressed in pounds the sums to be printed, the bills 
themselves were issued in dollar denominations. 

1 Beginning with his support of the Regulators, Thomas Person was 
usually on the opposite side of the political fence from JI. Yet Person, whom 
JI and Samuel Johnston saw as a dangerous radical, did not always hew a 
consistent line, as may be seen in his opposition to the indiscriminate confis- 
cation of loyalist property. Clark, State Records, XVII, 421. There is no 
adequate study of Person; but the best available is Stephen B. Weeks, 
"Thomas Person," NCB, IX (July, 1909), 16-35. 

2 Matthew Locke (1730-1801), a prosperous Rowan County planter, may 
have differed with Person on this occasion, but the future would find the two 
together in most political battles. A later Anti-Federalist and Jeffersonian 
Republican, Locke, like Person, had sympathized with the Regulators, and 
had served in the colonial assembly, provincial congresses, and state legis- 
lature. DAB, XI, 338. 

3 Apparently no spring sessions of the superior courts were held. 

Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, 27th February, 1781 

Dear Sir 

Your letter giving an account of Morgan's victory, I had the 
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pleasure to receive yesterday,1 but have heard nothing of those 
sent by the gentlemen to Virginia. Our accounts from General 
Cornwallis are very alarming, but we hope it will not be long be- 
fore both he and Arnold will repent of their rashness. Congress 
are not inattentive to the state of the Southern States, but the 
unfortunate mutinies in the Army, and other unavoidable acci- 
dents have prevented them sending on more Troops, and put it out 
of their power to make such ample provision for those that were 
sent as would have been wished. Should the report, which from 
different quarters has arrived at different towns to the eastward, 
with regard to Count D'Estaing's having taken seven Ships of the 
Line, three Frigates and the greatest part of 90 sail of Transports 
of Sir Samuel Hood's Squadron off the Western Islands, be true, 
it will be a favorable presage of the success of the ensuing cam- 
paign. The French fleet hold the British ships blocked up in 
Gardiner's Bay, and only wait the arrival of the expected rein- 
forcements to lay hands on. The safety or destruction of the Brit- 
ish fleet, under Admiral Arbuthnot, depends entirely on this 
circumstance, whether a French or British reinforcement first 
arrives. The chances at present appear to me in favor of our Allies. 
General Washington will not neglect the relief of North Carolina, 
when circumstances will admit. I dare not be more particular, but 
hope before this reaches you, Arnold's fate will be decided. I re- 
ceived Mr. Johnson's letter of the 6th January only yesterday. Be 
so good as to present my compliments to him, and let him know I 
wrote a long letter to him last week by the way of Halifax. Re- 
member me to all our other friends. My love to my sisters, Nelly 
and the children: I long very much to see you and them, and am 
ever, My dear sir, Your affectionate and obedient servant, 

Sam. Johnston 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, 1,490-491). 

1 Not found. 

Pierce Butler1 to James Iredell 

Newbern March 11th: 1781 

Dear Sir 

I was just sitting down to write to You when Mr Cogdell handed 
to me your truely acceptable Favour of the 5th Instant.2 I assure 
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You Sir that the pleasure arising from the commencement of a 
Correspondence, so desirable on my side, is reciprocal. I should 
do much violence to my own feelings, if I omitted the first oppor- 
tunity of expressing the grateful sense I have, of Your more than 
polite attention to me, during my stay at Edenton. I feel myself 
much obliged by it. However great my distress of mind may other- 
wise be, I shall in prosperity or adversity, always reflect with a 
pleasing Satisfaction, on the hours I pass'd in Your Company; 
and think some of my losses fully ballanced by the acquisition of 
Your acquaintance. 

To Mrs Iredell, Mrs and Miss Blair, I beg to present my thanks, 
for the obliging and truly flattering remembrance of me; and ardent 
good wishes for every event that can Contribute to their happiness. 

I am aditionaly indebted to You my Dear Sir for the Confidence 
You place in me by Favouring me with Extracts from Mr. John- 
ston's letter to You. The confidence I hope is not misplaced. 

A vessel just arived here from Hispaniola brings information 
of Count D'Estaing's having taken Six British Ships of the Line, 
two Frigates and Forty Five Transports bound to America by way 
So Carolina; if this be true it is a respite to Us—I agree with Mr 
Johnston in opinion, that Mr Cumberland's Continuance at the 
Court of Madrid is a very Suspicious circumstance. From their 
demands of certain terratorial possessions in No America, and 
their general Supiness in carrying on the War, I think there is too 
just Cause for Suspecting them of duplicity. The information I 
sometime ago had, from Men of Abilities and discernment on the 
other side of the question, Corroborates the Suspicion. I have re- 
flected on the Consequences that might attend their withdrawing 
from the Family Compact.8 As far as I am capable of judging, I do 
not think that it can be attended with any Fatal Consequences to 
America—France finding herself deprived of Her old friend, may be 
more desirous of forming a firm and lasting Aliance with America, 
and of Course be more decisive in Her Assistance than She has 
yet been. If Britain can wean Spain from France, it will be a 
Master Strock in Politicks—Nothing less than the Sugar Plum 
Gibraltor will catch Spain; which the present Ministry will not 
hesitate to give up, if they find their Situation Critical, in Order 
to Save their own heads. Congress, and the Affairs America are 
brought to that point that, in my humble opinion, We are not to 
be Saved or lost by any measures of that Body. The imprudence 
and unbecoming haughtiness of the British Army will do more 
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for Us than Congress has yet, or now Can do. Take an instance 
in point. The Inhabitants of South Carolina, who had tamely, too 
tamely, at first Submitted to the British Governt soon after the 
reduction of Chastown, and to all appearances were perfectly 
reconciled to the Change, find themselves now so disapointed, and 
greatly deceived, so ill treated by the Officers, and despoiled in a 
Wanton manner, in Common with Us rebels of their property, that 
a great many of them are Actualy at this time in Arms against the 
British Government. 

If Lord Cornwallis has ruind So. Carolina, in point of wealth, 
He has helped, tho not intentionally, to preserve its freedom. 

The Post calls for my letter, so must Conclude. Pray when You 
See my friends Mr and Mrs Pollik present my best regards to them, 
and rem [em] ber me in kind terms to Messrs Johnson and Black.4 

I am with great Esteem and regard Dear Sir Yr Affectionate Hble 
Servt. 

P. Butler 

turn over 
Nothing doing at Willmington. The Govr, tho He pledged Him- 
self to the Speaker to Spoil their mirth, has left them in full posses- 
sion of it. Genl. Lillington5 Commands at Herons Bridge, with 
about five Hundred Men. The British have made their post Strong 
—So that it may be a Trojan Sieg[e] Unless some abler h[an]ds 
are put against it. 

I write in a hurry. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Pierce Butler (1744-1822), a member of the South Carolina legislature 
and future United States senator, was a refugee in Edenton following the 
reduction of his own state. His friendship with JI was lifelong. DAB, III, 
364-365. 

2 Not found. 
:i The Family Compact was the supposedly perpetual alliance between 

France and Spain concluded in 1761. 
A Alexander Black, an Edenton merchant, carried out a number of assign- 

ments for the state legislature during the Revolution, most of them dealing 
with the regulation of trade and commerce. Clark, State Records, XIX, 136, 
247-248; XXII, 578-579; XXIV, 403. 

3 General Alexander Lillington of New Hanover County sat in the colonial 
assembly and the Second Provincial Congress. A militia officer, he served 
against the Regulators, fought at Moores Creek Bridge, and currently 
watched the activities of the enemy in and around Wilmington. Rankin, N.C. 
Continentals, 45, 53, 218, 342, 391. 
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Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, 20th March, 1781 

Dear Sir 

Having received no letters by the two last posts, I suspect the 
course of it beyond James River must by some means be inter- 
rupted; this will therefore go under cover to Mr. Neilson at Peters- 
burgh. Before this reaches you, great events must have taken 
place in our country. God grant they may be favorable to our 
wishes. The paper which I have desired Mr. Neilson to forward 
to you with this letter contains all the news: whether good or bad 
for America, can only be known by the event. The immediate loss 
of property to the merchants of America in' Statia1 and other 
Dutch ports, will for some time have a very sensible effect on our 
commerce. Pray make all the interest in your power with your 
friends in the Assembly to have me relieved as speedily as possible 
—both my health and finances require it. Present my love to my 
sisters, Nelly and the children: I long much to see them. Remem- 
ber me to all our friends, particularly Mr. Barker. And believe 
me ever, Your affectionate and obedient servant, 

Sam. Johnston 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 494-495). 

1 St. Eustatius, a Dutch island in the West Indies, had been declared a free 
port, thus enabling Americans to import large quantities of war materials and 
domestic goods from there. North Carolina developed a thriving trade with 
the Dutch island, exchanging tobacco for badly needed items from Europe. 
Edenton merchants trading there were William Savage, Joseph Westmore, 
John Holloway, Henry Bond, Nehemiah Batteman, and William Righton. 
Johnston's reference was to the recent capture of the island by British 
Admiral George Rodney. Troxler, "The Homefront in Revolutionary North 
Carolina," 105-107; J. Franklin Jameson, "St. Eustatius in the American 
Revolution," American Historical Review, VIII (July, 1903), 694-698. 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Cuffnells, March 22, 1781 

My Dear Sir 

At Balgray we experienced every satisfaction that could result 
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from unbounded hospitality, politeness and good sense. It is in- 
deed a happy house. Lord, what am I! says a thankful sinner, that 
you are thus pouring your bounty upon us! With equal gratitude 
and much more self-abasement do I exclaim, What is there in me 
that can entitle me to such expressions of generosity, politeness 
and attention, as I have experienced in Edenton and the neighbor- 
hood of it! I shall never forget them while I have the faculty of 
recollection. I shall treasure them in my bosom as exceptions from 
the general depravity and narrowness of the times, and when I 
censure mankind at large, I shall give a large credit on the score 
of generous, hospitable Edenton. I had been too long in the ex- 
perience of your friendship to suppose any thing that could add to 
my happiness, could be out of the reach of it, which you could 
command. I had been an uniform pensioner upon your benevolence 
and hospitality until you had made it a kind of habit necessary 
to my happiness. But from perfect strangers we received such 
unequivocal proofs of kindness, notice and distinction, as perfect- 
ly astonish me in the recollection. Think of me, my dear friend, as 
I hope you always, that, although fortune may rob me of my prop- 
erty and separate me from my dear connections, that I can still 
defy her efforts, in the conscious satisfaction of having a grateful 
and honest heart. 

I have wrote Smith all the news I can collect, and have inclosed 
the letter to you. Should he be in town, pray deliver it to him, and 
he will impart the contents to you. But in case of his absence, open 
it, and reserve it for his return. The inner letter for him is on 
private business merely. We dine at Windsor with Stone1 to-day. 
I will keep my letters unsealed till I return, that if any thing 
casts up I may add it. I am determined to go on to Halifax— 
thence to Greene's camp. I shall loiter a few days at Halifax, and 
then shall expect to hear from you and Mr. Smith under cover to 
Gilchrist. My companion is not yet determined on his future 
operations, although he left Edenton much sooner than I wished, 
intending then for the southward. He is indeed a rigid non-con- 
formist—but I must submit, he has striking virtues and his vices 
are only foibles. I beg you to offer my best respects to your good 
lady, Mrs. Blair, and the rest of the family. Do me the favor to 
make my compliments to the family at Hayes. Remember me to 
N. Allen, Collins. I cannot particularize further. To whom in 
Edenton do I not owe my kind wishes and regard? Believe me 
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ever, my dear Iredell, Your affectionate friend, 

Will. Hooper 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 495-496). 

1 Zedekiah Stone, one of the leading political figures of Bertie County, 
served as a justice of the peace and member of the provincial congresses and 
state legislature. His son David Stone was a future governor of the state. 
See Clark, State Records, especially Volumes X, XII, XVIII-XIX. 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Halifax March 29 [1781] 

My dear Iredell, 

I inclose you a letter addressed to Mr. Smith in the first in- 
stance but intended for both of you. Will you be pleased if he 
should not leave Edenton before it reaches you to hand it to him 
and share with him any intelligence it may afford. Should he be 
absent, open it, give a sight of it to Allen and any other of our 
choice friends who can make an allowance on the score of the 
hurry and inattention with which I have wrote it, then give it a 
cover and forward it by a safe hand to Smith. 

Col Martin of the Council extraordinary1 was here yesterday, 
he tells me that the Council extraordinary have passed an order 
that the Gov. should give you a draught upon the Treasury for a 
further sum, not to exceed the full value of your salary with the 
depreciation and that this draught would be granted you when- 
ever you thought proper to apply, you to be accountable for the 
same. 

A partial exchange of prisoners has taken place to the south- 
ward. 28 in the whole have been released from confinement— 
Cosmo de Medici2 amongst the rest. Col. Clark still there and all 
the Cols with little hopes of exchange as the British have no full 
Cols in their Regts. Of course we have none such prisoners. 

The Council have passed an order to take from every inhabi- 
tant a fifth part of his provision for the use of the army— 
and that every man who abandoned his post in the last action 
should be enrolled in the continental army for 12 months.3 Will 
not this produce great confusion? Is not this tax of provisions 
very unequal, whilst one man gives a superfluous fifth does not 
another give a fifth from his necessities. He who has not enough 
for himself and family can ill spare to the wants of others either 
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a fifth or fiftieth. I reprobate the rest of the order. It is proposed 
with a good view, but they are miserably mistaken. 

There will be no court here from what I can learn. No jury has 
been appointed by the county court. I shall go from this in a day or 
two. I wait with anxious suspence the event of Greens approxima- 
tion to his Lordship as this will in a great measure decide whether 
I shall be permitted to visit Hilsboro or not before I go to New- 
bern. 

I expected a line from Mr. Smith or you by Paddy Master and 
the more especially as you had obtained such interesting intelli- 
gence from the capes of Virginia. Capt. Jones who arrived from 
Richmond the day Marin came home informs us that 9 British 
Ships of the line and 2 frigates are in the Chesapeak. If the Rhode 
Island Captain has not falsified I fear the French ships had the 
worst of the contest. 

With my best and kindest regards to your lady and the family, 
and to the family at Hayes, I am my dear Iredell, most affecty 
your's 

Wm. Hooper 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Endorsed "Halifax 29th. March 1781. W. 
Hooper." 

1 Alexander Martin (1740-1807) of Guilford County, a former member of 
the colonial assembly and the provincial congresses, had fought with Wash- 
ington's army in the northern states. Acquitted of a charge of cowardice at 
Germantown, he subsequently returned to North Carolina and was appointed 
to the Board of War upon its creation after the Battle of Camden. The Board 
of War and its successor the Council Extraordinary shared authority with 
the governor for military affairs. Clark, State Records, XXIV, 355-357, 378- 
379; XVII, 786. Martin later served five elected terms as governor, repre- 
sented the state in the Continental Congress, and attended the Federal Con- 
vention. For a contemporary sketch, see Max Farrand, The Records of 
the Federal Convention (New Haven: Yale University Press, 4 volumes, 
1937), 111,96. 

2 The psuedonymous reference has not been identified. 
3 The records of the  Council  Extraordinary do  not  appear in the  State 

Records. The best account of raising supplies is in Robinson, Davie, chap. v. 

Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, April 2nd, 1781 

Dear Sir 

I have just had the pleasure of receiving your letters of the 11th 
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and 17th,1 and one from Mr. Smith, and another from my brother. 
I wrote to them both last week. You will, before this reaches you, 
have received an account of the action between the two fleets off 
the Capes of Virginia. I have seen the New York account, which 
is rather more in favor of the French than their own. Upon the 
whole the French gained more honor than profit in that conflict, 
as they miscarried in their principal object, that of destroying the 
party at Portsmouth, who have since been reinforced, and I fear 
will be very troublesome. We have reason to expect essential re- 
inforcement from our ally; I am not at liberty to be more particu- 
lar. There are many things I would wish to say as well regarding 
the public as my private affairs, but the fear of my letters mis- 
carrying withholds me. I therefore submit every thing to your 
discretion. We have very speedy intelligence here of every inter- 
esting motion of the armies to the westward. I. Buchanan sent me 
the New York papers as late as the 29th ult.; they contain nothing 
interesting, nor have we any late advices from Europe. My brother 
writes me of his indisposition, which gives me very great concern. 
I hope to be in as good health as ever in a few weeks of warm 
weather. Remember me affectionately to my sister, and the chil- 
dren, and in general to all our friends; and believe me ever, with 
the most sincere friendship and esteem, Dear sir, Your affection- 
ate brother, 

Sam. Johnston 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 498). 

1 Not lound. 

Thomas Gilchrist to James Iredell 

Halifax April 6th. 1781 

Dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to receive several of your favours1 by Mr. 
Bell, the latest of which is dated the [1st?] Inst, mentioning the 
Arrival in Virginia of a British Fleet with Land Forces. We had 
heard of the Fleet before, but not of the Troops. Your Letter 
likewise inclosed a packet for Mr. Hooper which I shall forward 
to him at Newbern in a day or two by Mr. Bond. Ben Mc. Culloch 
and him had left this the day before Mr. Bell got up. I am greatly 
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obliged to you for the Newspapers which I will not fail to send 
Mr. Hooper by Mr. Bond. I am very sorry to inform you he ap- 
peard be in very poor Spirits when he left this. He had seen 
Major Butler here which I thought contributed to it. Part of the 
scattered Militia from the Action at Guilford Court House were 
rendevousing here at the time your Letter came to hand, by one 
of them (a Capt.) I sent Mr. Falcon's Letter, being a Neighbour 
of his, and previously made the pro Tempore Clerk G. Davis fill 
up the paper which I sent Mr. Falcon at same time. These Militia 
are now march'd under the command of Colo. Linton and are sen- 
tenced to do 12 Months duty as Continentals for their desertion.2 

I fear our Militia Officers at the late Action have not acquited 
themselves with much more reputation than there Men. I under- 
stand not enough of them remained in Camp after the Action to 
command the Men that were left—in consequence Mr. Jones ac- 
cepted the Commission of Lieut. Colo, in a Regt. of 300, Com- 
manded by Colo. Read, and Webb was appointed Major in same 
Regt. 

By the last Letters they are Stationed at Ramsays Mills,3 hav- 
ing got there on the same day Lord Cornwallis left that, but they 
had given over pursuit of the British for the present as the Time 
of the Virga. Militia was nearly expired, and we had very few in 
Camp, beside Genl. Greens Cannon had not reachd him—(got up). 
Willie wrote a very flattering Accot. a day or two before the pur- 
suit ended. He says Ld. Cornwallis is retreating rapidly towards 
X Creek,4 but is greatly impeded by getting his Baggage forward, 
with Sick and wounded &c. We expect to come up with them in a 
day or two, and to take part if not the whole British Army, at least 
we will recover our Artillery. Mr. Bell will communicate any 
other Occurrences here to whom I beg leave to refer you. 

Mrs. Gilchrist begs her best respects may be presented to Mrs. 
Iredell and you, to which I desire to add my own. With the utmost 
respect and esteem, I am Dear Sir Your very Obedt. Servt. 

Thos. Gilchrist 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 None found. 
2 Subsequently Colonel William Linton's men were assigned to patrol the 

area between the Cape Fear and the Neuse rivers. Clark, State Records, XX, 
1025. 

3 After the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, on March 15, 1781, Cornwallis 
rested his men briefly at Ramsey's Mill, in southeastern Chatham County, 
and built a bridge over Deep River. Powell, N.C. Gazetteer, 294. 
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4 Cross Creek, in central Cumberland County, on the Cape Fear River, 
was an important trading center; its name was later changed to Campbell- 
ton and, in 1783, to Fayetteville. Powell, N.C. Gazetteer, 128. Cornwallis, his 
army greatly weakened by losses of men and supplies, was limping toward 
Wilmington, where he arrived on April 7, continuing there until April 25, 
when he began his journey to Virginia. For Cornwallis's movements after 
Guilford Courthouse, see A. R. Newsome (ed.), "A British Orderly Book," 
NCHR, IX (January-October, 1932), 57-78, 163-186, 273-298, 366-392. 

Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, April 8th, 1781 

Dear Sir 

I fear from our disappointment of succor from the fleet of our ally 
under the command of the Chevalier D'Estouches, that the enemy 
will be able to establish a strong post at Portsmouth, and maintain 
it during the summer, unless the arrival of the second division of 
the French, which we hourly expect, should give us the superiority 
at sea. In other respects our prospects are far from being flatter- 
ing. You will easily judge that great delay in the deliberative 
councils of so numerous a body as Congress must necessarily take 
place; add to this, that the frequent change of the members does 
in almost every instance break in upon the best digested systems, 
and renders inefficient the best concerted measures. Much time 
is too often spent in debate, and there is no man of sufficient credit 
or influence to take the lead, or give a tone to the business. 
Another circumstance which prevents Congress from taking its 
measures with a greater degree of confidence and decision is, the 
inattention which the States pay to the measures recommended 
by that body. I am fully satisfied that if the States would implicit- 
ly comply with every requisition of Congress, even when the 
propriety of the measure was not evidently apparent, it would be 
attended by the most salutary consequences, as there is not the 
least reason to doubt but Congress, both as a body and individ- 
ually, are disposed to do what is right, and appear to me in almost 
every instance that has fallen within my observation to be actu- 
ated by the most virtuous and disinterested motives. In a few, 
very few instances, I have suspected individuals to be influenced 
by local or personal considerations, and this less often than might 
be naturally expected in so large a body.1 

Never was a poor fly more completely entangled in a cobweb 
than Congress in their paper currency. It is the daily subject of 
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conversation in that body; but our situation is so very intricate 
and delicate that I have as yet heard no proposal that is not sub- 
ject to numberless objections. Dr. Burke, who is to be the bearer 
of this, has just called to tell me he is not to leave this for some 
days. 

April 12th 

I was in hopes to have had some European intelligence before 
I closed this letter; but Doctor Burke is to go in the morning,2 

and there is nothing authentic from that quarter. A report pre- 
vails that the Dutch have declared war with Great Britain, which 
is not improbable. We have assurances that the aid to be furnished 
by our ally this campaign, will not be less than 12,000 land forces, 
and the same number of seamen, including those already in 
America. Should they arrive seasonably, I hope, with proper 
exertions on our part, the enemy may be driven from every part 
of the United States before Christmas; but, should the ensuing 
campaign prove unfavorable to these States, our State must fall a 
sacrifice, and we shall be reduced to beggary. I have often 
attempted to form some plan of transferring some part of my 
property to a place of greater security, but can resolve on nothing, 
at the same time that I apprehend every thing. 

Your own discretion will direct you not to make my sentiments 
on this subject public; should you mention them to any of our 
particular confidential friends, I hope they will be cautious to 
keep it secret, as I would not wish that any thing which drops 
from me should occasion any degree of despondence. I am very 
sorry my sister finds so much difficulty in writing to me. She 
knows how much I love her, and how acceptable any thing that 
comes from her would be to me. I should have wrote to her, but 
consider my letters to you as if wrote to her. Present my love to 
her and my sister Blair and her children, &c, &c. Your affection- 
ate brother and obedient servant, 

Sam. Johnston 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 500-501). 

1 Johnston's remarks are significant, for his experience in Congress seems 
to have been one of the first steps that led him in the years ahead to support 
the idea of a strong central government. For Johnston and other members of 
Congress such as James Madison and Thomas Burke, the pressure of ad- 
versity helped create a vision that America's future rested upon more efficient 
political machinery and greater national solidarity. Indeed, Burke, a former 
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archsupporter of states' rights, thought the Articles of Confederation quite 
possibly placed too much authority in the hands of Congress. In 1781, however, 
Burke, with the support of the other North Carolina delegates, urged that the 
articles be amended to allow Congress to levy a 5 percent import duty. 
Schmidt, "N.C. Delegates," 349-350; Elisha P. Douglass, "Thomas Burke, 
Disillusioned Democrat," NCHR, XXVII (April, 1949), 150-186. 

2 April 12, 1781, was Burke's last day as a member of the Continental 
Congress. He had the longest record of service of any delegate from his 
state—twenty-seven months of attendance dating back to February 4, 1777. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Cuffnels 15th. April 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

I got here with very little rain, and found Mr. and Mrs. Charlton 
at dinner. The weather afterwards I thought grew too bad to go 
out, and I am now writing to you here at 10 o'clock at night. I 
shall set out by day light in the morning if the weather is fair, 
and get at night either to Booth, or at least to Mr. Horn's. I shall 
be very uneasy to hear from you, and hope you will not omit any 
opportunity. I assure you I shall not. Pray remember me affec- 
tionately to Mrs. Dawson and her Family, and with due respect 
to Mr. and Mrs. Pollok when you see them. I will return as soon 
as possible. If any thing very extraordinary should happen, pray 
send up Andrew and be sure to keep out of the way of danger. 
Don't forget a good look out upon Mrs. Johnston—Adieu! My 
dearest Hannah, and believe me ever yours most affecty. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell at Mrs. Dawson's 
Eden House." 

Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Edenton 17th. April 1781 

My Dear Sister 

I have very little time to write being plagued with a thousand 
things. There is no news in town that I have heard and can be 
depended on. Jarvis has been in town. He says the enemy have not 
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any Boats nor are we in any danger here. Another man come to 
town within this hour or two says they have seven Boats now at the 
North Landing and more expected. Others say there are some at 
Knotts Island. The express is not yet come up from Camp. Mr 
Blair writes from South Quay that there were 20 odd Deserters 
just come in there. They say that the British troops at Portsmouth 
had mutinied and that several were killed on both sides before 
they came off and they left them ingaged. They say there is but 
one Regiment in Portsmouth. The rest, people imagine are at 
Suffolk or near it. You may credit as much as you please of what 
I have wrote if you can read it. For my part I know not what is 
true or what false of it. Mr. Johnson says he will attend the Ladies 
on your side in a few days out of downright Pitty, and Compas- 
sion, and he is happy to have such an excuse for tho he wished 
to go over he hated to go as a fugitive. We have hands waiting 
and I hear the Boat is come over that is to take in our things. My 
love to all the ladies with you. I will endeavour to see them before 
I go up. I hope to cross the Sound Thursday or Friday if there 
should be any Canoe on this side. I am My Dear Sister Affection- 
atly Yrs. 

J.B. 

The man that carries our goods over tells me that there is a 
certain account of the English setting of for this both by land and 
water. The man who brought the account was sworn to it. He 
says Major Cooper and his Brother were taken last night or the 
night before. I do not know which. I assure you my hand begins 
to tremble. We are but this afternoon begun to send our things 
down to the Boat. The man says he will endeavour to get them in 
tonight. If he does I will be with you on Thursday morning at 
farthest if I can get a passage. I do not assert all that I have told 
you here for truth but it was told me for such. Yrs. 

J. B. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

Editorial Note: For the entire year Edenton lived under the threat of 
enemy attack. Rumors to that effect began almost immediately after Benedict 
Arnold landed at Portsmouth in January with about 1,500 troops. General 
Nathanael Greene himself believed the Redcoats in Virginia "are preparing 
to form a junction with Lord Cornwallis by the way of Albemarle Sound." He 
was told that there were "a large number of fine heavy Cannon" at Edenton, 
which he recommended be removed quickly "as high up the Roanoak as they 
can be transported by water. By leaving the Towns naked of public property 
we render them less object for the Enemy." Greene to Thomas Burke, April 
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11, 1781, Clark, State Records, XV, 435. Arnold in fact had planned that very 
thing; as he wrote Sir Henry Clinton, February 13, 1781, he intended "to 
Sweep the Albemarle Sound as high as Edington, and to go to New Bern 
and destroy their Shipping Stores, etc., while a few armed Vessels take 
Post at Ocracoke Bar, and a Frigate Cruises without. This movement I am 
convinced will have a good effect, first, by destroying the Navigation of 
North Carolina, and thereby distressing the Inhabitants, and secondly, by 
taking off their attention from my Lord Cornwallis. . . ." Clark, State Records, 
XVIII, 985. 

Of course neither Cornwallis nor Arnold attacked Edenton, but the local 
citizens wasted no time in dumping the cannon—secured in Spain in 1778 
by Captain William Borritz of Edenton—into the bay. (In 1785 the General 
Assembly passed an act that resulted in recovering the cannon from the 
bottom of the bay. Today three of them overlook the water at the edge of the 
courthouse green in Edenton; another is on the grounds of the Capitol in 
Raleigh. Clark, State Records, XIII, 291-292, 324, 326, 692, 901; XIX, 136; 
XXII, 993-994.) 

As the following letters of Jean Blair will show, that energetic widow took 
her own large brood as well as other members of the Johnston clan westward 
to Windsor in Bertie County, where she herself remained until November. 

Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Edenton 20th April 1781 

My Dear Sister 

I hope to have been over with you1 before this but have met with 
so many unexpected delays and disappointments that I do not 
know when I shall get away tho' I hope between this and Sunday 
to see you as soon as I can get a conveyance for part of our Furni- 
ture that is left. I must endeavour to set out immediatly for 
Windsor for I fear we shall lose a great deal of what is sent partic- 
ularly meat which will be the greatest loss [there?] of any thing. 
The Furniture is very much hurt already and I am afraid will be 
much more so before it is all safely housed in Windsor. There are 
two Boats full gone and still a great deal left. They could not take 
in Mr Iredells Desk nor mine belonging to the Book Case tho' they 
attempted it and have damaged them very much. Mr Iredells more 
than mine for which I am very sorry, but he made them too heavy 
with the Books in the Drawers and did not leave his key to take the 
Drawers out when they were moved. However I have now found 
that the key of your Dressing Table will open the Drawers of his 
Desk so that I shall be careful that it is not any more hurt. If Mrs 
Pearson had sent her Boat yesterday as she promised I should 
have sent what we have left to her house and had them carted up. 
I am in hopes to day of getting a conveyance for them in a Boat 
that Mr. Barker has Freighted to Windsor. He say he shall not 
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more than half fill her. Moving I fear will have ruin us for we 
shall have so much Broke and so much to pay for Freight that we 
shall have but little left. I was over the Creek yesterday. They were 
all well then but Gabie had a severe ague and fever the day before. 
They have not moved any thing yet and do not appear the least 
uneasy or apprehensive. They have no Boat ready tho' Basco was 
to have been there the day before yesterday. Mrs Johnston might 
have ingaged another very good Boat yesterday that would have 
gone write up but she appeared so indifferent and was so long 
determining that the man went off in Ballast. Mr Smith was there 
the whole day. Poor man he looks very ill. I could not help observ- 
ing his attention to Miss P_  I believe he loves her as much 
as ever he did and as she appears more attentive to him and more 
pleased with him than formerly I am afraid he flatters himself 
with vain hopes. Vain I am sure they are for if I am not much mis- 
taken the matter is settled between her and the Bertie Beauty.2 

He has been there this some days, and was told by one in the 
family (tho not one of the family) that it was all agreed on. Mr 
Smith seemed to think of no body nor anything but her. While he 
spoke to another his eyes were fixed on her. When she moved her 
seat he followed to the next chair and whilest we were at tea stood 
near her and handed her up. While she was as civil to him as she 
ought to have been but I observed that whenever he sat down by 
her she slipt farther and farther on her chair till she would get 
on very edge of it and took the first convenient opportunity of 
moving perhaps for fear of giving pain to the other who was by 
all the time. Mrs Johnston says she will move as soon as she sends 
her things away but cannot go before. This is intend to go by Mr 
Johnson and Black who talking of going over to day. I have hinted 
to them that I would be glad if they would stay till I went but 
they do not seem to take it so I shall say no more about it. You 
may see by my writing you so much nonsense that I am quite 
Idle. I assure you I am heartily tired of the House. I generally 
see Mrs Johnston once or twice a day but no body else. My love 
to the family and believe me ever Your afft Sister 

J. Blair 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Hannah Iredell was across the Chowan River at Penelope Dawson's 
Eden House, in Bertie County, some fifteen or so miles from Windsor, on the 
Cashie River. 

2 William McKenzie, who married "Miss P," Peggy Cathcart, a short time 
later, was a Bertie planter. See Jasper Charlton to JI, July 3 or 4, 1781, below. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Edenton 22d. April 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

We set off without being plagued with breakfast, and got soon 
over. Your sister will carry all the private news to you. I am told 
all but one Regiment have gone up James River, and it is reported 
that Gen. Clinton has planned an expedition into the Delaware. 
No letters from your Brother. Billy I believe will not return in Mr. 
Pollok's Canoe, so that I may defer the time of appointing Mrs. 
Dawson's Canoe agreeable to her obliging desire. Pray present 
my best respects to Mrs. Dawson and [. . .] Pollok's, and believe 
me Yours most affecty. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Edenton 23d. April 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

General Gregory wrote to Mr. Smith by the Express which 
returned last night, that the Men at Kemp's landing had been 
drawn in, and that an embarkation of 2000 or 2500 Men had taken 
place, the destination unknown. They gave out that they were 
bound up James River, but the wind for that purpose had contin- 
ued fair for some days without their sailing, so that he conjectures 
they are bound to the Southward. It is supposed they mean to 
leave only 5 or 600 Men at Portsmouth and the Great Bridge. The 
flat bottomed Boats remained quiet, which he supposed they 
would do unless Lord Cornwallis should intend coming to New- 
bern, when possibly they might be made use of. We have a report 
that Gen. Clinton has arrived in Chesapeak, but we know not any 
good authority for it. 

I have just received your very kind letter from Eden house. The 
alarm of yesterday proves to be nothing. It arose either from a 
mistake, or a wilful lie. I am afraid it will not be in my power to 
come over to day, much as I wish to comply with your intreaties. 
I have got to see some property of your Sister's off, her Negroes, 
her Cows &c. and her Desk. Mr. Smith too being very sick, and 
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Mr Black out of town, I find I can be serviceable to Mrs. Johnston. 
She sent one Boat off yesterday, and I hope to get another for her 
this morning. Then I flatter myself I can prevail on her to go 
immediately herself. I assure you upon my honour I will not 
delay a moment which I can avoid staying with propriety. It 
distresses me to refuse a request so tenderly urged. But believe 
me for some days there is not the least purpose of danger, for 
Gregory's letter was dated on Saturday, and the Fleet had not 
then sailed, nor the Boats been moved. 

I am in pain that I neglected yesterday to speak to your Sister 
about the sheeting. But I will see about it myself. Pray remember 
me in the kindest manner to Mrs. Dawson and her Family, and 
assure her of my best thanks for her kind anxiety for me. I am 
ever my dear Hannah most affecty. yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Andrew has been sick, but is getting better. I will send Peter 
if necessary. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Eden House." 

Pierce Butler to James Iredell 

Newbern, April 27, 1781 

Dear Sir 

Your favor of the 14th inst.1 did not reach my hand till the 25th. 
I am not a little mortified at the first part of it. You say you have 
not received one letter since that dated the 17th ult., from me. I 
am satisfied you will believe me, when I assure you, that from the 
17th to the 29th of March, the day I left this place for Virginia, I 
wrote three long letters to you;2 one of them was of such a 
length—three sheets of letter-paper—that I was almost fearful 
it might tire your patience, though I know you possess as large a 
stock as falls to the lot of most men. In order to be more certain, 
as I thought, of this same letter getting safe to hand, I sent it by 
a French doctor, bound to Edenton. He promised me faithfully to 
deliver it. I am hurt at the miscarriage of this letter, for many 
reasons. On my return from Virginia, I gave you a very full state 
of the situation of affairs there. If any circumstance that can well 
happen could discourage me from continuing a correspondence so 
desirable in itself, and from whence I derive so much heartfelt 
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satisfaction, it would be the failure of so many of my letters. I 
have this day wrote to Philadelphia after that French doctor, to 
know what he did with the letter I entrusted to him. One went by 
Captain Botar; the remainder by post. There is no vice prevails 
more at this time—when, God knows, vice of every kind is too 
prevalent—than an impertinent curiosity. I have sufficiently 
experienced it, even in South Carolina. My handwriting there 
was pretty well known. I could not write a letter, even of the most 
trivial nature, that escaped being opened; yet I could never trace 
it. To repeat now the information I gave, or rather, intended to 
give you, on my return from Virginia, would be to little purpose. 
I can't help repeating my concern at the loss of the letter I en- 
trusted to the Frenchman, because it was wrote without reserve. 
I unbosomed myself to you; and in short, intended that letter as 
the corner-stone on which I hoped to erect a lasting friendship. 
The loss of the letter shall not, if I can prevent it, frustrate my 
hope. Let my ill fortune lead or drive me to what part of the world 
it may, I shall gladly embrace every possible means of maturing 
a friendship, the infancy of which affords me so much satisfaction. 

To Mrs. Iredell, Mrs. Blair, and Miss Nelly, I beg to present my 
best respects and grateful thanks, for their kind remembrance of 
me. 

The inhabitants of Newbern were alarmed yesterday at receiv- 
ing an account from General Lillington that the British were 
advancing this way. I feel no uneasiness on that score, as I cannot 
see for what purpose they would march thus far. I think Edenton 
more liable to a visit from Phillips, though I do not by any means 
think you in immediate danger. If it is deferred a little longer, it 
may possibly be prevented altogether, by the arrival of a French 
fleet. A vessel just arrived here from Martinique brings certain 
intelligence that twenty-two sail of the line, with eight thousand 
land forces on board, had actually arrived there just before his 
departure. Surely they will visit America! But I am apprehensive, 
from the influence of the Northern States, that they may be drawn 
northwardly to accomplish that favorite plan, the reduction of 
New York. 

By the measures and sentiments of some men in power, they 
appear to value New York more than the Southern States. Strange 
policy! 
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I am, with the greatest esteem and regard, my dear sir, Your 
very affectionate friend, 

P. Butler 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 504-505). 

1 Not found. 
2 The last extant letter from Butler to JI was dated March 11, 1781. 

Hannah Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Eden House 28 April 1781 

My dear Nelly 

I am very glad you seem so sensible of your Uncle's attention 
and kindness to you. I hope it will induce you to follow with more 
pleasure his example and advice. You express a desire that I 
should write to you and you see how ready I am to oblige you, tho 
I never felt less disposed in my life to write. I am quite dull and 
heavy owing I fancy to the sudden change of the weather, or to 
the variableness of every thing else except the constant kindness 
of all our friends which seem not to be affected by any change of 
times, or Seasons. I am glad you have begun to read the Roman 
History. I hope you will not fail to imploy some part of every day 
in that way, but particularly I must beg of you my dear Nelly to 
have a constant guard on your passions, that of anger especially 
as you are most subject to it, and your too often giving way to it 
appears to me the most unamiable part of your character. It too 
frequently makes you say rude illnatured things to your best 
friends, which will I fear if you persist in it render your company 
very disgusting to them. If you were to determine whenever you 
find yourself grow warm not to speak a word or to retire into 
another room till you were calm again you would soon find that 
such a practice would have the happiest influence on your temper 
and you would every day perceive that you were more esteemed 
and happy then you could otherwise ever have been. Be assured my 
Dear Nelly that what I have said has been dictated by my affection 
for you alone. I intended writing you a long letter but the boy 
waits. We were at Mr Polloks yesterday. Miss Peggy and Miss 
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Lenox returned with us in the evening. Poor Mrs Allen is there. 
She looks very ill and seems most unhappy. Mr Allen comes over 
to day to go to Windsor with her. He returns again directly and 
leavs her at their own House with no other company but her 
Brother. I told her I was sure if she would ask your Mamma she 
would let you come down and stay a few days with her. She said 
she should be very glad if you would. All here desire to be remem- 
bered to you, and I am ever my dear Nelly with the tenderest 
regard your Affectionate Aunt 

H. Iredell 

Give my love to your Sister and my [little?] girl. For heavens 
sake let Bett be [. . .] if she will not work with out being scolded. 
Be as good natured as your Aunt Betsey and I will answer for 
every bodies loveing you. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair." 

Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, May 1st, 1781 

Dear Sir 

Since my last we have had despatches from our Minister at the 
court of Madrid as late as the 22d February, which contain a 
minute detail of his negotiations at that court. They do him infin- 
ite honor. I wish it were proper for me to communicate them to 
you: I am sure the perusal of them would not only afford you 
great pleasure, but give you a very high opinion of his abilities. 
Our affairs at that court are in such a train as promises a favorable 
issue, and I have reason to believe, from the best authority, that 
none of the European powers discover a disposition to favor Great 
Britain, except the Emperor and Queen of Portugal. The former, 
I have reason to believe, made offers of his mediation to the court 
of Spain, which were not very favorably received. The Northern 
Towers will certainly support the Dutch. The two extracts of 
letters of the 22d February and 23d January, published in the 
paper of the 28th of April, under the Philadelphia head, are from 
the best authority, and the intelligence may be relied on. It is 
reported here that General Phillips has taken possession of 
Williamsburg, and that General Greene has turned off towards 
Camden. The first is what I have long expected; the latter, I must 
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confess, appears extraordinary, and is what I cannot reconcile to 
any principle; and though I have the best opinion of his judgment 
and military skill, I cannot help thinking that Ramsay's Mill, on 
Deep River, is the most convenient position he could have taken to 
watch the motions of Lord Cornwallis.1 I am now very impatient 
of some one's coming on to relieve me, and am determined to wait 
no longer than the beginning of next month, and at all events will 
leave this before the middle of it. Present my love to my sisters, 
Nelly and the children. Remember me properly to all our friends, 
and believe me, with the most sincere affection, Dear sir, your 
most obedient servant, 

Sam. Johnston 

P.S.     Let my brother see my letters and the newspapers. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 505-506). 

1 Greene, in fact, was not watching Cornwallis; he was returning to South 
Carolina to pick off, one by one, the British posts in that state, which Corn- 
wallis had left exposed as a result of his trek northward. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Edenton 1st. May 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

I have as yet only seen Mr. Black. Mr. Hooper and Mr. Smith 
are rode out, the former very well, the latter much better, and both 
talk of crossing the sound tomorrow. Mr. Charles Johnson is still 
very unwell, pains and fevers in consequence of a violent Cold. 
Mr. Black can let Mrs Dawson have a Barrel of Sugar in a day or 
two. I intend writing the vague uncertain news [strictly?] to 
Billy. You will please to remember me respectfully to Mrs. Dawson 
and her Family, and believe me, my dear Hannah, Most affection- 
ately yours 

Jas. Iredell 

P.S. I was just going to ask Mr. Black about Mr. Cabarrus's 
Family as I was writing this, but checked myself as I am sure it 
would give him pain seeing me writing, so Miss Penny must 
excuse me. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs Iredell Eden House." 
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Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Bertie, 3d May, 1781 

Dear Sister 

I think we have jumped out of the frying-pan into the fire. 
Yesterday they brought the English within thirty miles of us, on 
their way to Halifax. We had heard before that eight of their boats 
were in Edenton Bay; and that the route marked out for Lord 
Cornwallis was from Halifax down this road, to join the troops in 
Edenton. These stories give me very little uneasiness, as I am sure 
they can never get very near us without our hearing of it before- 
hand [. . . .] I have been plagued, ever since I sat down to write, 
by two women who want to exchange home-spun for fine linen; 
they have made me make a hundred mistakes. [. . .] I gave one 
yard for three [. . . .] We have had Miss Cary's company to tea 
this evening. My brother found her at the back of the corn-field 
and brought her home. She behaved very well; seemed pleased at 
first, but while at tea groaned very much, and the tears stood in 
her eyes. I could not help thinking she recollected something of 
old times, and it affected me greatly. She remembered me, and 
gave me rational answers to my questions, &c, &c, &c. Your 
affectionate sister, 

J. Blair 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 506-507). 

John Johnston to James Iredell 

May 3. 1781 

Dear Sir 

Since writing the inclosed we have been alarmed by a report 
that the English Army under Cornwallis were expected imme- 
diately at Tarborough, but upon further examination we find the 
whol arose from a party of Infantry and horse having marched to 
Kingston in order to take the Magazine there, which being re- 
moved, they returned. However it is said the Governor and Mr 
Bignal1 are making great Bustle, and preparing to receive them 
at Tarborough where they have raised the Edgecomb Malitia 
and 400 of the Pitt Malitia it is said have joined them. Genl. Jones 
it is said has ordered every man in Northampton County who 
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is able to bear arms to meet him this day. The most of these 
reports seem to have too slender a foundation to be much too 
depended on. However the countenances of some of our Leading 
men show that they believe the most of them. I am Dear Sir Your 
Affct Brother in Law 

John Johnston 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Robert Bignall of Edgecombe County, a justice of the peace and member 
of several provincial congresses, later served as a state commissioner of trade 
and occupied a seat on the Council of State. See Clark, State Records, partic- 
ularly Volumes XVII, XXII. 

Robert Smith to James Iredell 

Edenton 7th. May 1781 

Dear Sir: 

I received yours of yesterday, also that to Mr. Hooper fell in to 
my hands, as the Devil and Old Barker drove him away from here 
yesterday morning. You will have met him before now, for he 
talked of going up Cashy. I expected the mighty matter from 
Windsor, would end in Smoake. The letters you mention I shall 
reserve copies of for you. We had sent Horton to Hicksford. He 
returned last night in the night and brought a letter from Major 
Wall which contains a good deal of intelligence. I will try to get 
it copied and inclose it for Mr. Hooper and you to amuse your 
selves and our friends along shore with. I wish the Damned Dogs 
may not return to Portsmouth and wreak their Vengeance on this 
defenceless country. I cannot account for their destroying the 
Tobacco at Petersburg and osbornes &c. It does not look as if they 
expected to keep possession of Virginia; some thing agitates their 
minds at present and renders their Councils fluctuating. May 
some good Devil attend them as close as Arnold's monitor and 
may he invent his like a Rice, a Savage or a Crook, and with 
perseverance of A B-k-r round them in to their ears till they be 
come as Stupid as an Ash, and as Fluked in their Councils as a 
Cumming—in other word's, be shitt— 

You may shew this innocent Epistle to Mr. Hooper. I will write 
him as soon as I can shake my self out of this Serious Philosophic 
mood which unfits me for writing any thing suitable to his taste. 
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This I hope will hapen when the weather clears up, and my spirits 
mend. 

Could I get clear of this side I would go and see Wall and go 
to Richmond and all about that Country. One would learn what 
is doing every where but about Eden ton. I canot be ready these 
two days, at any rate. My Compliments to the Ladies. I anxiously 
wish my self with them but it's my Missfortune seldom ever to be 
where my heart is. Mr. Bennett will set out about Thursday or 
Friday. Both Mr. Hooper and you must have your letters ready. 
Mr. Hooper promised to inform Mrs. Johnston and I took the 
liberty to write to Miss Cathcart. / wish she may open the letter. 
If she should take it into her not to do it, she will loose the chance 
of writing and I cannot help it. I could not get a Girl of tolerable 
Character to write for me. As Foot said, I was obliged to act the 
part my Self. I am with unfeigned respect Dr Sir Your Obed Serv 

Rob Smith 

P.S. I cannot now look over my letters but I fancy my last from 
Mr. Johnson was 4th April. It inclosed another of the 7th. I am not 
alarmed at his finding He grow worse as the spring advanced. The 
impetuosity with which the Blood circulates causes a tickling; 
but it generally totally wears off with the warm weather and I 
shall expect to hear this is the case with him. 

R. S. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To James Iredell Esqr. Eden 
House." 

Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, May 8th, 1781 

Dear Sir 

I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 5th of last 
month yesterday, under cover from Mr. Neilson, who informs me 
that Edenton was abandoned by the inhabitants. I am much con- 
cerned for them on this occasion, as they must have sustained 
great loss and inconvenience in their flight, though I flatter my- 
self their apprehensions were greater than their danger. I by no 
means blame them for taking early precautions for the security of 
their property, but I don't think any force could at that time have 
been employed against them which they might not have found 
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means to repulse; they, however, must be the best judges of this 
matter, and I have no doubt but every thing was done that was 
proper on the occasion. Two ships have lately arrived at Boston 
from Cadiz with clothing for the army. The blockade of Gibraltar 
is still continued, covered by a fleet of thirty sail of the line. We 
every day expect the second division of the French fleet, though 
we have no certain advice of their having sailed. The Dutch are 
making very vigorous exertions in putting their marine on a 
respectable footing, and it is very generally thought that they 
will be effectually supported by the Northern Powers. None of the 
powers in Europe discover a friendly disposition to Great Britain, 
except the Emperor, who is kept in check by the King of Prussia. 
All Europe have their eyes on America, and particularly the 
Southern States. Much will depend on our exertions and success. 
The great and sudden fall of the old Continental money has 
occasioned very great convulsions and dissatisfaction in this city, 
and has reduced all paper currency to a very doubtful state, very 
many refusing to have any thing to do with it. We have no official 
accounts from General Greene or the Southern Army since the 
beginning of last month. Report says he has turned his face 
towards Camden—if so, I doubt not he had good reason for his 
conduct. Mr. Robert Morris is appointed to superintend the 
finances of the United States. Great matters are expected from 
this gentleman's abilities. The finances of no country were at any 
time more deranged or more in want of wisdom and political 
knowledge to make them effectual. Present my love, &c., &c, &c. 
Your most obedient servant, 

Sam. Johnston 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 511-512). 

Samuel Johnston to Allen Jones 

Philadelphia, May 8th, 1781 

Dear Sir 

I wrote you a few days since by an express to the Governor of 
Virginia, informing you of the downfall of the old continental dol- 
lars in this city. They still lie prostrate, nor is there the least 
probability of their ever rising. I must repeat my request that you 
will either come or send some one to relieve me. I should have left 
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the State unrepresented had not so many others been in that situa- 
tion. All the States to the Eastward of Jersey, and the State of 
Maryland, are without a vote in Congress, so that some of the most 
important business cannot be determined on agreeable to the 
Confederation. The scarcity of current cash makes it difficult to 
keep the several departments in motion. The pernicious practice 
of selling foreign bills at little more than half their value, is, for 
very substantial reasons, laid aside. My particular necessities 
must be too obvious; I therefore say nothing on that head. We had 
the misfortune to lose the Confederacy, with a very valuable cargo 
of clothing and other effects. Two ships, however, with about three 
thousand suits of clothes from Cadiz, are arrived at Boston. We 
have, by a great variety of untoward circumstances, been remark- 
ably unfortunate in the transportation of supplies which have been 
procured in Europe. Mr. Jay has transmitted a full detail of his 
negotiations at the court of Madrid. They do great honor to his 
abilities, and promise a favorable issue; indeed, so far as I can 
collect from such intelligence as I have had access to, there are 
none of the courts in Europe who discover a disposition favorable 
to Great Britain, except the court of Vienna; and I think we and 
our friends have little to apprehend from that quarter. General 
Clinton's movements at New York still wear a mysterious appear- 
ance. They can only be explained by the event. Every circumstance 
concurs to confirm the opinion that their principal operations will 
be to the Southward; and appearances are not altogether against 
the probability of the total evacuation of New York, should our 
allies be superior in these seas. I think we shall soon do their 
business; if otherwise, we must be satisfied to stand on the defen- 
sive. There have been no official accounts from General Green of 
late. I am very impatient to hear from that quarter. Remember me 
to your brother, W. Hill, and all our other friends. Should you see 
Hooper, show him this letter; I would have wrote to him, but don't 
know where he is, for I have not heard a word from him. I am, 
with the most sincere respect and esteem, Your most obedient 
servant, 

Sam. Johnston 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 509-510). 
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Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 10th May 1781 

My Dear Sister 

I have got as far down again and wish to get a house here as 
soon as possible. I have sent Sammy down to try to get one of Mr 
Jacock's.1 They are very indifferent but must do. There is plenty 
of room in them. The English are certainly at Halifax2 but I 
suppose they will be everywhere and I will fix myself here. It is 
as safe as any where else and I can be no longer tossed about. I 
have suffered a great deal of uneasiness with in this few days. 
I should be glad to have Nelly and Peggy in a place of safty if there 
is such a place to be found. But here I am determined to stay. You 
will think perhaps that such as Peggy might be safe any where 
but children of her age were treated in a most shocking manner 
near about Hillsborough. Their Parents tied and the Girls abused 
in their sight. All my Brothers Negroes at Booth except two 
fellows are determined to go to them, even old Affra. W. Hill lost 
twenty in two nights. I wish Mr Iredell would either go with 
Sammy to Jacocks or if he cannot go write by him. I had rather 
have the House that was Charles's than the other. I am at present 
at Mrs Clarks and fear I am troublesome. I would be glad to be 
settled as soon as I can. All my family are in town. Nelly and 
Peggy stay with Mrs Allen. Mrs Johnston is there now. My 
Brother John's Wife intended being down to day if the english 
were certainly at Halifax. I am Affectionatly yrs. 

J. Blair 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Eden House." 

1 It is possible that Jean Blair writes of both Charles and Jonathan Jacocks 
in this letter. The Jacocks brothers held a variety of colonial and state offices. 
Clark, State Records, especially Volume X. 

2 Cornwallis, on his march to Virginia, reached Halifax on May 10, 1781. 



240 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Windsor 11th. May [1781] 

Dear Sir, 

The House that Mr. Jacocks lets us have is a very good one but 
that the Windows are a little broke but that will be very little 
inconvenience as warm weather is coming on there are some con- 
veniences wanting which we cannot do without but which I can 
easily have with the assistance of two or three Negros and a 
Horse and Cart provided we are certain of keeping the house as 
long as we may have occasion for it. If it will not be very incon- 
venient for you I would be obliged to you if you would see Mr. 
Jacocks and come to some agreement with him be fore you come 
up. I shall set the Negroes to cleaning it out on Monday and will 
get into it immediately. It is a large and very agreeable house. 
There will be plenty of room for us all and a friend or two on 
occasion. (Mr. Hooper would tell you that there was a certainty 
of the British light horse being in Halifax but I do not know if he 
had heard that Lord Cornwallis had got there on Wednesday 
evening with whole of the Army. It is said about eight hundred 
men beside the light horse, Mr. K. McKenzie brought the account 
this afternoon. It is said too that Arnold is on his march to join 
them at Halifax but is but a flying report. Be so kind as remember 
me Affectionately to my Sister and tell her I would have wrote to 
her but did not hear of the opportunity till Candle light and my 
eyes are so bad that it is with difficulty I have wrote so far. My 
Brother has joined the Militia. Billy is with Mrs. Johnston. I have 
not heard from there since yesterday. Our things are not quite all 
down but the greatest part are. I hope the rest will be here tomor- 
row. I am Dear Sir your Afft. Sister 

J Blair 

Be so kind as present my love to all the Ladies. I should have 
wrote to Mrs. Cabarrus but for the same reason I do not write to 
my Sister. I believe Mr. Ellis has got the Doctor's house. The 
Children are all well. Nelly talked of writing. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Mr Iredell Edenhouse." En- 
dorsed "1781." 
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Jean Blair to James Iredell 

241 

Windsor 15 May 1781 

Dear Sir, 

I have pretty near got every thing in order to go once more to 
housekeeping tho I fear we shall live very poor for sometime as 
there is nothing fresh ever to be bought here. I am at present at 
home and intend sleeping here to night. I eat sometimes with Mrs. 
Clark and sometimes with Mrs. Allen. I dine'd with the latter to 
day. Billy can tell you all the newes that we have heard. My 
Brother Johns wife came to town last Saturday. She is at present 

James Iredell's desk. 
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out at Frank Pugh's to stay till Sunday when she returns. I do 
not know whether she will stay with us or where. I want the Cows 
very much and Sarah I am in great want of. My Brother will send 
two Negroes down the last of the week to assist in putting up a 
Kitchen for us. This house want so much Glass that I do not think 
we shall be able to get it. It wants 6 Dozn. lights. I am thinking 
of getting window Shutters. If you think they will satisfy 
[Jacocks?] they will serve to turn the Rain and keep out the cold 
and be less expence than Glass. I have got some Bitters from the 
Doct. such as my Sister used formerly to take with the addition 
of [Cammomoil?] Flowers. If she will take them and exercise I 
daresay they will be of service to her (I hope she will come up as 
soon as soon we are settled. If the english will let us alone she will 
be much pleased with the house. When I first heard we were in 
danger here I got the favor of Mrs. Clark to let your Desk be put 
into her house. Her Brother told me he was sure anything would 
be safe there as they knew her Husband was in Wilmington. She 
offered to take any thing else I chose to put there. I put the Desk 
there because I heard you express some concern about your papers. 
If your delicacy should be hurt by its being there you may be 
assured nobody but Mrs. Clark and her Brother knows of its being 
yours. I send the things you wrote for in the Portmantau. I do not 
know whether or no they are safe but I cannot send the Trunk 
without a Cart and cannot get one here. If my Sister chooses to 
have it I have told Billy to ask the favor of Mrs. Dawson to let 
Andrew have one of her Carts to bring Sarah up and the Trunk 
can go down when the Cart returns. Billy will help to drive the 
Cows up. My Brothers Cart came down last night but I could not 
detain it to send down as he had ordered it up to day. I intended 
writing to my Sister but have been busy all day and have the 
head ach to night. I send her two small balls of Cotton to foot her 
Stocking with. I cannot get at any more now. Neither can I send 
the thread now for in the hurry at my Brothers I forgot where I 
put it and have not yet found it. As soon as I do will send it. I send 
you a letter I had from each of my Brothers. That of my Brother 
Sam gave me a good deal of uneasiness. You will be so kind as tell 
me whether or no it will be worth while writing to him. I imagine 
he will be at home before it can get to him or possibly the Post 
may be stoped. People here have been exceedingly kind in assist- 
ing me. Be so kind as remember me affectionately to all our friends 
and believe me ever Dear Sir, your affectionate Sister. 

J. Blair 
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I was a good deal disapointed yesterday when you did not come. 
We are all well at present. Sammy had a fever yesterday but 
missed it to day. I have made a Hundred mistakes but if you 
heard the noise that is about me you would excuse it. Nelly is out 
at Mr. Grey's. I wish very much to see my Sister. I wish she would 
think of coming upp soon. Every thing in the house here is very 
convenient. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Mr. Iredell, Edenton." 

Alexander Black to James Iredell 

Edenton, 16th May [1781] 

Dear Sir 

I thank you for your favor of the 12th, also yours of yesterday,1 

which I received this morning. The former came very seasonably 
to amuse a few of our friends who were dining at Mr. Smith's, 
when I received it. Mr. Barker came in less than five minutes after 
I received the letter. He certainly keeps a good look-out for news: 
he must have known the negro had a letter for me before I received 
it. The expedition from Havana against Pensacola will be much 
in our favor. Two gentlemen came over from Mrs. Pearson's just 
now, that confirm your account of the enemies' movements, and 
the general opinion here is that we shall not be troubled with them 
in this quarter: it's much doubted whether they will even leave 
a post at Halifax. We shall send off an express this day by the way 
of Winton, to learn their route if possible. Should the French fleet 
and troops arrive that Congress expect, I hope we would be able 
to confound the schemes of our enemies—which I hope in God 
will soon be the case. It certainly is the next thing to H-ll to live 
in a country conquered by force of arms; and I am sorry to see 
some of my acquaintances who now and then stay in this town 
rejoice at our ruin. But I hope to live to see the Americans a free 
and happy people, and those who call themselves their friends at 
this time, dispersed; I mean friends to the English. I have enclosed 
two letters, and a newspaper for you enclosed in a letter to me 
from Mr. Johnston, dated April 8th, which Mr. Neilson assures 
me he forwarded from Petersburg some time ago. His letter was 
chiefly on private business. Charles Johnston came home yester- 
day from Pitch Landing on Meherrin River.2 He brings no news. 
A gentleman came to town last night, says he left Philadelphia 



244 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

the 24th of April. He says they had received accounts of the French 
fleet sailing from Rhode Island before he left that place—if so, the 
second division must be on our coast. I will do myself the pleasure 
to inform you as soon as possible the news from Virginia, as we 
may expect a good deal from that quarter. Please present my 
respectful compliments to Mrs. Iredell, and am with great respect, 
Dear sir, Your most obedient and humble servant, 

Alex. Black 

P.S. Pray sir, excuse this incorrect epistle, for so many come to 
inquire after news, it puts it out of my power to write. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 513-514). The year is inferred by the contents. 

1 Not found. 
2 Pitch Landing, incorporated in 1787 as Princeton, was a community in 

northeastern Northampton County. Powell, N.C. Gazetteer, 396-397. McRee, 
Iredell, I, 514, mistakenly identifies it as the later Pitch Landing in Hertford 
County. 

Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 19th May 1781 

My Dear sister 

I have detained Peter so long in hopes I should get time to write 
to you and Mr Iredell but if I keep him till tomorrow I fear it will 
be the same. I hardly get time to set down—which you will easily 
believe when I tell you we were twenty whites in family last Night 
and the greater number children. Both my Brothers Wives are 
here and Mrs Simms and her Son. My Brother John came down 
yesterday. He has been very Sick and kept his bed two days at 
home by him self. He is now a little better but his cold is still 
bad and he has fevers. Nelly was very unwell yesterday and all 
night and is not yet come down stairs. My Brother goes home to 
day and sends for his family tomorrow. Had the rum tapt yester- 
day. It is full half out. Taken I suppose on the Passage up or after 
it came to Milburns. I can't tell which as I was not here when it 
was delivered. We have lost nothing else that I can discover yet 
poor little Gabie is Sick with a fever and Mrs Allen has been very 
ill for this two days. I have heard she is better today. Peter must 
bring what tools he has up with him. We have not even an ax here. 
Some say the English have left Halifax; others that only part of 
them are gone. General Wain it is said is on Roanoak and some 
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of the Marquis's Horse. Old Mr W Williams has been in and taken 
a Parole. The British have abused some Women shamefully 
amongst them my Brother says was H Montfort's Wife and John 
Rights. Langfords wife was served in the same manner and he 
stabed several times in the thigh because he could not produce the 
Horses Comus. They followed the fellow that had him to the ferry 
and had not above half an hours Start of them. My Brother has 
lost five or six Negroe and many other things. My Brothers family 
and the Girls join me in love to you all and believe me ever My 
Dear Sister Your Afft Sister 

J. Blair 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Mrs Iredell Edenhouse." 

Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 20th. May 1781 

My Dear Sister 

I have tryed all day to get a little time to write to you but it 
was impossible. My Brother and his family have been going all 
day and are not yet set off. They go tomorrow if the weather is 
good. We were all asked to dine at Mr Grays today but I thought 
it a pity to leave Mrs Allen alone so only sent Nelly and the chil- 
dren and went to stay with her. Mrs Johnston and my Brother 
dined with Mrs Clark. Nelly came home in the evening and 
brought Miss Lenox. Mrs Allen has been very bad and is [. . .] 
very low tho a little better. But there is no persuading her to touch 
medicine. She is as obstinate as E. Worly tho more good natured. 
The Doct and my Brother think her complaint Nervous and I 
imagine she is breeding. They think if she does not take proper 
remedies in time she will be in a good deal of danger. We have 
prevailed on her to take a triffling mixture to day but if it is any- 
thing disagreeable she will not take it. My Brother is rather 
better tho still very unwell and I think Nelly looks better. I have 
set her to taking her Bitters again. I hope they will be of service 
to her. If they are not I must put her under the Doct. If I find the 
Bitters do her any good I will endeavour after a few days to 
contrive her down to you. She is very anxious to see you. There 
has been no news here for this day or two and indeed when there 
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is there is no giving credit to it. Mr Iredell will not I am sure 
blame me for not writing to him when I tell you that I am obliged 
to set up after every body in the house is asleep to write this. 
Remember me affectionately to him and all our other Friends 
and believe me ever My Dear Sister Yours Most Affectionately 

J. Blair 

Were my hands as much tired as my feet I should not have been 
able to write thus far. I do not sit still half an hour in the day at 
a time. Mr Johnsons children were so continually down at the 
River where the banks are very steep or out on the top of peoples 
Piazzas and in other mischief when they were out of my sight 
that I was obliged to disobey his orders and send them to school 
or perhaps had them drowned or their necks broke. They are not 
afraid of me but very much so of the Schoolmaster. They are 
both well. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed to "Mrs. Iredell Duckinfield." 

Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 24th May 1781 

My Dear Sister 

I hardly ever knew the trouble of house keeping before, a large 
family and continual confusion and not any thing to eat but salt 
meat and hoe cake and no conveniences to dress them. But I hope 
it will be better soon. Had I none but my own family I should not 
mind it, but we have never been a day without. I do not think I 
shall have much less trouble for Sarahs coming up. She thinks 
herself so ill used to be brought into [Such a mess] before I had 
prepared a tight house for her with a lock to it and thinks I had 
more before than I had work for; and I might have learnt them 
to wash and Iron. She would be bound she could have made out 
well enough in Edenton, but if she gives herself many more airs 
she shall never see Edenton again. Very little more will provoke 
me to sell her. Andrew behaves very well and so does old Simon 
but Peter seems unwilling to be here and thinks there are enough 
without him. I daresay it is Sarah that makes him so disatisfied. 
She never came near me till after repeated messages yesterday 
to her to come and Iron a few cloaths that were left last week. 
She made shift to creep here just in the evening and then was 
very impudent. If she does not behave much better I will hire her 
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here when I do go down if ever I do. I have as good a house here 
as I could wish to live in if the windows were whole and a few 
conveniences about it. Our neighbours are very kind. We have 
every day as much Garden stuff as we can make use of. Sometimes 
a great deal more, Lettuce, Greens and sometimes Peas and 
Beans, but no butter. However if we were alone we could do very 
well as we get plenty of milk and my family will soon be small 
as soon as I get some shirts made for George and Sammy. I shall 
send them up again to their Uncles, and Billy is going to sea. 
Nelly will soon go down to you but I hope you do not think of 
staying down there all summer. It will not be in my power soon 
to accept of Mrs Pearsons kind invitation. I do not expect to be 
down that way this summer. George has been very sick. He was 
so ill on Monday that I feared he would have Fitts. He took some 
Tarter on Tuesday which opperated violently more than half the 
day. The fever returned again yesterday but with less violence. 
I hope he will miss it tomorrow. I think Nelly looks a good deal 
better today. She will be down with you some time the last of next 
week, perhaps sooner. There is some cloth in the loom up near 
my Brothers which I shall get some of for you. I think Mr Black 
used me ill in writing to my Brother that I wished to sell those 
Lotts in Edenton. Had he not applied for them I never should 
have thought of offering them to him tho I shall soon want money 
very much. I had rather do without it and want every thing than 
offer to do any thing that is disagreeable to my Brother, for I am 
certain he would do for me as for himself and all the concern I 
have is that I am so often obliged to trouble him and my other 
friends. They have all done much more for me than I had any 
right to expect. A state of the dependence is disagreeable to me 
as it can be to any body but it is the condition I am doomed to for 
life I fear so must make the best of it. I have had many unhappy 
hours about it as I once hoped it would be otherwise but have 
almost reconciled myself to it now. I have just got Mr Iredells 
letter by Mr Granbery.1 I am very much obliged to him for writing 
so often. I have not always time to write to you both and indeed 
I do not know what I should find to say in two letters and when 
I write to one I look upon it the same as writing to both. Peter 
says all his Tools are in town. I want some things from there and 
if he could go over I should be glad. I will set the things down and 
if he gets them over he can bring them in the little cart that is at 
Mrs Dawsons as we shall want it to get us a little wood in. All 
here join me in love and compliments to all our friends below and 
your self and Mr Iredell in particular. I send you the last letter 
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I had from John. You may read it if you can. Mr Johnsons children 
are very well. I am my Dear Sister Yours most Affectionately 

J. Blair 

Mrs Johnston is in town but I have not seen her. Miss Peggy 
went out this morning and just called here. Gabie has just left us. 
He is very well. Mrs Johnston is at Mr Aliens. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Mrs. Iredell, Edenhouse." 

1 Not found. 

Robert Smith to James Iredell 

Eden House monday 9 O'Clock [May, 1781] 

Dear Sir, 

Mrs. Dawson writes you; to her I must refer you for the 111 
news this way. I am just going over to Town to know the worst. 
They have given me a pretty little Switching, but it might have 
been worse; they have ruined poor Littlejohn and would have left 
me nothing had they not have taken fright. I shall let you know 
all the particulars from the Other side, for I cannot even guess 
at my loss. Many of my Papers are destroyed; all my Cloaths, Bed, 
Table and other Linen squandered. Indeed, they must have done 
me more dammage than I can name, but it's uesless to repine if 
even the rest should follow, which I expect will be the case ere' 
long. It will be an easy matter for Mrs. Johnston now to determine 
what she will do. She should fix as well as She can up near 
Windsor. At any rate she need not think of Hayes for the present. 
I apprehend this visit is only a prelude to many such we are 
hereafter to expect. Give my compliments to Mrs. Johnston and 
Miss Peggy and inform them I shall write up the Situation I find 
matters at Hayes and any other thing respects them that way 
which I can learn. I have Serious doubts some of these pirates 
may go up Cashy on information of Vessells and goods being there. 
They went up to Stumpy-reach for my Vessel 1 and must have had 
a pilot on board. But I shall know more about it in two hours more. 
So adieu my Dear Sir, yours ever 

Rob. Smith 
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P.S.  I have no chance now but go a Fortune Hunting. What 
course am I to Steer? 

R S 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Endorsed "Eden House (about the latter end 
of May 1781.) Rob. Smith." The following letters—Charles Johnson to JI, May 
28, 1781, JI to Hannah Iredell, May 30, 1781, below—make it clear that the 
enemy foray into Edenton Bay had occurred very recently. 

Charles Johnson to James Iredell 

Edenton, 28th May, 1781 

Dear Sir 

I have only time to inform you that I last night received both 
your much esteemed favors.1 The letter for the General I shall 
take the first opportunity of forwarding. We last night returned 
from a cruise; unfortunately not having taken the galley, our 
principal object; but as we were so happy as to retake Mr. Smith's 
schooner, in which his whole property was embarked, it gives, as 
you may conceive, every person concerned in the expedition the 
most heartfelt satisfaction. Ten of her hands, the galley's, were 
taken by about the same number of ours in Mr. Johnston's canoe, 
after a smart fire on both sides, in which however nobody was 
wounded. We pushed them so close that they were obliged to set 
fire to Mr. Littlejohn's schooner, and under favor of the night, 
made their escape. We are now fully employed in fitting out three 
or four armed boats, to go in pursuit, Nelson's brig proving im- 
proper for the service. As the galley can always get in shoal water 
where a large vessel cannot follow her, if she does not immediately 
leave the Sound or is not reinforced, which the prisoners seem to 
expect, I have not the least doubt of our people taking her. The 
inhabitants in general, and sailors have, and do, turn out unani- 
mously. I never saw, nor could even hope to see, so much public 
spirit, personal courage, and intrepid resolution—it would please 
you to see it. I am convinced, that was the measure adopted of 
fitting out one or two armed vessels, we might laugh at all 
attempts of the enemies' plundering Banditti. I feel for Mrs. Daw- 
son's exposed and unprotected situation. I'm apprehensive this is 
but a prelude to what we must expect upon the return of the 
enemies' boats from the plunder of James River; but thanks to 
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Providence for the formation of our natural fortifications, which 
will hinder their small craft being supported by their large ships. 
I propose setting off for the Assembly about the 6th prox., as I 
think it essentially necessary that a house should be made at this 
critical juncture; no other inducement could at this time draw me 
such a distance from my little affairs, which I shall be obliged to 
leave in great confusion. We have suffered severly at [. . .] and I 
suppose at Petersburg, as we had some effects there. A gentleman 
just from Philadelphia, in nineteen days, brings an account that 
the Dutch have declared war, and are joined by the Danes and 
Russians—the French squadron in Rhode Island at single 
anchor, expecting hourly to be joined by a large fleet with troops. 
Excuse my writing with red ink. Present my compliments to 
Mrs. Iredell, Mrs. and Miss Dawson and Miss Gracy, and believe 
me to be, with perfect esteem, dear sir, Your most obedient, 

Chas. Johnson 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 514-515). 

Not found. 

Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Windsor 29th May 1781 

Dear Sir 

I think my Sister will be very wrong to wish to stay down 
below any time, for tho those Boats come up to cut out Vessels 
it is I think more than probable that they will call at plantations 
and those in particular where they see good houses for there they 
will expect good plunder but I believe they seldom want informa- 
tion where the most is to be had. I should think it would be much 
better for Mrs Dawson too to get out of the way if it was only on 
account of the continual dread and uneasiness she will continualy 
be under. I would put up with many inconveniences and live in a 
cabin to have my mind at ease and be able to sleep quietly in my 
bed. Doct. [Darlet?] writes to Mr Cabarrus to know his deter- 
mination about his house and as soon as he knows their de- 
termination he will if Mrs Dawson does not want it let Mrs 
Johnston have it unless she can get a larger one and I do not 
imagine she will. Be so kind as forward the Docts Letter if you 
have an opportunity that Mrs Johnston may go into a house of 
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her own. I have just seen Mrs Allen. She is much better. We are 
all well here. I shall expect you tomorrow or next day at farthest. 
You had better prevail on Mrs Dawson to come if you can. If she 
comes she will be obliged to put up with many inconveniences but 
I hope she knows she will always be welcome to share the best we 
have which indeed is but indifferent at present. I believe I must 
try to get Sugar to give for Chickens. I could get plenty for that. 
I am in hopes they will soon be glad to take money again. I heard 
something yesterday of a number of people being together some- 
where about or near Newbern who had intended joining Lord 
Cornwallis and some of them being taken and executed at New- 
bern. The Man who brought the account said he saw one of them 
hanged. He said Capt. Pasture was riding with the Party (indeed 
was one of them that was sent against them) and had a Prisoner 
behind him and was fired at in passing thro a swamp and so 
badly wounded that he lived but three days after.1 It was Dixon 
who keeps the ferry near Edenhouse who brings the account. 
Perhaps you have heard if he mentioned many circumstances but 
some I have forgot and others I did not rightly understand. I have 
heard from my Brothers to day. They are all pretty well except 
my Brother. Excuse mistakes and bad writing for I write at 
candle light. Be so kind as write to somebody in Edenton to 
endeavour to procure us some white Lead to put Glass in our 
Windows if we should be so lucky as [to] get any. Nelly is much 
as when you left us. She joins me in love and compliments to all 
our friends below. I am Dear Sir Your Affectionate Sister 

J. Blair 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Edenhouse." 

1 The officer was probably a Major Pasture, not otherwise identified, who 
was "killed a few days past by the Tories near Kingston. . . ." James Arm- 
strong to Jethro Sumner, May 26, 1781, Clark, State Records, XV, 467. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Edenton 30th. May 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

The Boats went yesterday, four of them under the respective 
Commands of Cape Gale, Capt. Bateman, Capt. Addison and 
Capt.  Finch, all together having about fifty Men, or perhaps 
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more. They are Mr. Johnson's Canoe, Mr. Pollok's, the Caswell's 
Barge, and Mr. Boritz's boat, and each I believe has a Swivel 
besides Muskets. The Men are well chosen and went with excellent 
spirits without any kind of riot or disorder. The galley when the 
last account came was in the Marshes. Two other Boats were to go 
from Perquimons, and two it is expected would be fitted out by 
the [Bankers?] below. Mr. Johnson, Mr. Allen, Mr. Black, Mr. 
Smith, Capt Collins and indeed men of our acquaintances are in 
town, all well, Mr. Smith in particular I think better than when 
we saw him. Mr. Smith has lost several of his papers, tho' not 
the most valuable, his table and other linnen and cloaths, and very 
near 7 hogsheads of Rum. Littlejohn has lost little, I am told, 
besides his Schooner. Two of his Negroes are returned. The 
Prisoners are gone on Under a Guard to Halifax. We have an 
account from Virginia that the British army have marched from 
Petersburg towards Richmond. The main Body under Lord Corn- 
wallis crossed at Westover about 15 miles below Richmond, the 
Horse which is said to amount to a great number about 15 miles 
above. The Marquis was at Richmond, joined by Gen. Wayne 
himself, but there is no account of his Troops. I should suppose 
however they were at no great distance. We hear there are 2 or 3 
Privateers at the Bar but I suppose it was only to look for 
plunder, and finding none they would probably leave it. I will 
be much obliged to Mrs. Dawson if she will be so kind as to send 
her Canoe for me on Friday morning. I will endeavour to cross 
then, and should be glad if they would come very early. Pray 
remember me very affectionately to Mrs. Dawson and Family. I 
wish you could continue the news to Mr Pollok with my Compli- 
ments to him and Lady. I am ever, my dear Hannah, Your very 
affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Eden House." 

Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, May 30th, 1781 

My Dear Sir 

I thought about this time to be making preparations for leaving 
this place, but none of my colleagues appearing to relieve me, 
several States being unrepresented in Congress, and affairs of 
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the first magnitude being now on the tapis, I thought it incon- 
sistent with my honor to leave the State unrepresented at so 
interesting a period. Notwithstanding my anxious impatience to 
return to my family, I have determined to stay till I am relieved, 
or at least till the States are more fully represented in Congress. 
I don't doubt but you and my sister will offer such reasons to 
Mrs. Johnston as will reconcile her to this measure. I hope she 
will keep up her spirits, and if I should not return before the 
sickly season, I wish you would prevail on her to take the children 
down to the sea-side, if it can be done with safety; but as I have 
hopes of returning before that time, it will be unnecessary to say 
any thing on the subject till the season approaches. The uncer- 
tainty of a letter's getting safe to you, lays me under great 
restraints. I can only mention in general that the King of France 
has given us under his own hand very lately, the most unequivocal 
assurances of his friendship and support, and is at this time 
exerting his interest and influence at the different courts in 
Europe to bring our affairs to a happy and speedy conclusion; 
and I have in my own mind the most perfect confidence in these 
assurances. We shall suffer much in this campaign; it will be very 
bloody, but I hope it will be the last. I may be disappointed, but 
was I at liberty to commit my reasons to writing, you would not 
hesitate to subscribe to my opinion. Our prospects are very fair 
in Europe, but it is necessary we should exert ourselves here, for 
every advantage we gain this summer will count as so much 
solid coin. We are in daily expectation of hearing from the General, 
wno has been lately at Connecticut to consult the officers of the 
French army and navy.1 My hopes and expectations of a favorable 
issue to our troubles are very sanguine; but human affairs are 
governed by such a variety of whimsical circumstances, that we 
should always be prepared to stand the shock of that disappoint- 
ment which the best concerted measures are constantly subject 
to. Present my love to my sisters, the children, and all friends. 
Let my brother see this and the newspapers, when you have an 
opportunity. I present my best wishes to him and his family. I 
wish much to hear from you and him, and am, with the most 
sincere affection and esteem, Yours, &c, &c. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 518-519). 

1 Various secondary accounts err in stating that during Washington's 
meeting with French General Rochambeau—at Wethersfield, Connecticut, 
on May 22, 1781—the American commander in chief was told that Admiral 
de Grasse was definitely coming north from the West Indies to cooperate 
with the allies. Though Rochambeau had advance notice of de Grasse's plans 
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to do just that, he did not disclose his information at that time. Part of the 
confusion doubtless resulted from the fact that Americans had assumed for 
some time that de Grasse would join them, an opinion certainly held by 
Samuel Johnston. Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, XX, 103-104; 
Douglas S. Freeman, George Washington (New York: Scribners, 7 volumes, 
1948-1957), V, 296 n87. 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Eden House June 4th. 1781 

My dear Nelly, 

Your aunt's letter to your Mama is particular in the situation 
of every thing here. We impatiently expect information of the 
Boats, none being yet arrived. Your aunt and I are very impatient 
to be with you, but we wait anxiously for some account of them 
and Mrs. Dawson is much too unwell to be left at present. I 
should be happy if you would sometimes write me a line. Oppor- 
tunities frequently pass without our hearing from any. Will Miss 
Lenox forgive us about the chair? I hope it will not be detached 
much longer, but it shall be returned at any instant she wants 
it. Pray give our best respects to her and all our Friends. Your 
aunt desires her love to you, and I hope you never doubt that of, 
my dear Nelly, your very affectionate 

J as Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair Windsor." 

Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Windsor 5th. June 1781 

Dear Sir 

I am so often receiving marks of your kindness and attention 
to me and mine that were I to thank you for every favor I should 
be at a loss for words to express the deep sense I have of them as 
well as distress you by the expression. I will not wish for the 
power of returning the obligations I have to you because it would 
be wishing you in a situation to need a return. I hope some of us 
shall yet live to see better times and happier prospects. For myself 
I have little to wish. For my friends a great deal. My greatest 
distress at present is that I am so often obliged to be troublesome 
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to my friends and I am afraid they often distress themselves to 
assist me. Had it pleased providence to placed me in a different 
situation I have a heart much better turned for confering than 
receiving favors and I sometimes think it hard that people who 
live only for themselves should be blest with such abundance 
whilst others who would at least endeavour to make others happy 
as well as themselves should be stricted to so small a share of 
world by wealth with such benevolent hearts. For my own part 
I have not a doubt but it is right that it should be so with me for 
had I plenty I fear I should rather waste than make a good use 
of it. Andrew and Simon went down on friday which obliged me 
to let my Brothers Negroe go home too as he had nobody to assist 
him. He returned yesterday and so did Simon. Andrew promised 
to return last night or this morning but is not yet come and Peter 
says he does not think he will be here till next week. I think he 
behaves very ill. He ought either to have staid till he was done 
or made more haste up. Our Kitchen is very backward. Mrs. 
Johnston has discovered that her glass is too large for us so that 
I fear we shall have but little use for the White Lead. Nelly talked 
of writing but has been a little unwell to day and I believe is too 
lazy for she is lying down reading Joe Thomson now. I think she 
looks better than she has done for a long time. She joins me in 
love to you, her Aunt and other friends. I am, Dear Sir, Your 
Affectionate Sister. 

J. Blair 

Mr. Johnson children are well. I sent my Brother your letter and 
wrote him all the News that I heard from Mr. Hooper. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 5th June 1781 

My Dear Sister 

Edy and her family got safe here. She appears very well satis- 
fied and Stella seems to know she is at home but poor girl she is 
a prisoner in the house for the steps are still so bad that she 
cannot get out. Edy can stay in the smokehouse. It is better than 
the cellar. At present she sleeps in the house and can do so till 
you come up. Mr and Mrs Charlton, Miss Lenox, Miss F. Gray 
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and Mrs Benson drank Tea with me on Sunday after noon. Mr 
Charlton was most intolerably civil. Pressed me very much to 
go and see them one day of this week and only give him a hint 
and his Carriage should wait on me immediately. I told him I 
was obliged to him but as the distance was not great I could walk 
it very well. Mrs Charlton said to be sure the distance was not 
great and she had often walked much farther since she lived in 
the Country but I must not at any rate think of walking it. I do 
not think I shall often be troublesome to them. Mrs Allen is much 
better. If he sent a boy down yesterday I never heard of it tho I 
was there Sunday evening. Nelly has been frightened herself 
and has frightened me almost to death one night last week. She 
sent Bett to set the Windows down. In doing it she mashed her 
Thumb. Nelly was so much concerned that she very tenderly was 
tying it up with Rum and Sugar to it. Just as she had wrapt the 
thread round it Bett fell over Sammys knee who was sitting by 
her and dropt senseless on the floor. They both (Nelly and Sammy) 
sprang over her and screamed violently and seized me round the 
wast. Getting behind me Billy got hold of me too and it was a 
minute or two before I discovered the Cause. As soon as I did I 
beged them to let me go to her assistance, tho I was almost as 
much afraid of her as they were and could not have gone near 
her had there been any body else to do it. The violent screaming 
alarmed the town and two or three were sending to know the 
cause when they met Billy going for the Doct., for I had called 
out for somebody to go for him. I imagined she had a fitt but I 
believe she only fainted. After I could get Nelly a little quiet I 
went to Bett who was just begining to recover. She was pretty 
well before the Doct. got here but continued cold with a low 
Pulse for an hour or two. The Doct. ordered her a little [. . .] 
Hartshorn and to be kept warm but I was obliged to send her to 
Sarah. For every thing that made a little noise while she was 
here threw Nelly into such a tremor that I began to fear she 
would have fitts herself. After Bett was gone she was a little 
easier but so much afraid that I have never been able to get her 
to sleep out of my room since. Indeed the whole family slept in it 
till last night, for Sammy was full as much afraid as Nelly. Pen 
and Rink who were asleep when the Noise began were sure we 
had seen the Spirit and we could not get them to stir. Nelly I am 
in hopes will soon be quite well. She mends fast. I believe her 
fright was of great service to her. Mrs. Johnston is gone to stay 
at Aberdeen till she can go to Booth or Hayes. She has been 
unwell and says the children have been all sick. Penny has the 



THE PAPERS OF JAMES IREDELL 257 

Ague and fever and looks very ill. The other two I think look as 
well as usual. Every body that I have heard mention Mrs Dawson 
except Mr Hooper thinks Mrs Dawson will not be safe where she 
is. Mr. Allen says he does not think the Boats will so often visit 
the town as the Plantations on the water. He imagines when they 
cannot get Vessels they will call along Shore for Negroes and 
other Plunder. It is possible they may not go ashore at Edenhouse, 
but as it is possible too, that they may. I think Mrs Dawson will 
be wrong to trust them. I am very sorry she is so unwell. I think 
you had better all come as soon as possible. I have patched the 
windows up Stairs with paper and shall send out to try to get 
Plank to make doors and when I get steps and a Kitchen we shall 
be in tolerable order. We have hardly felt the want of a garden 
yet. If we could but keep the house dry below when it rained we 
should do very well. I have just got the Cupboard and Clock up 
but I fear the Clock will not go. Be so kind as remember me 
affectionately to all our friends and believe me ever My Dear 
Sister Yours Most Affectionately 

J. Blair 

I have engaged a Woman to spin Thread for you at the old price 
for hard money. People begin to bring provisions to town but all 
for hard money. I send you my Brothers last letter. Harry is now 
here. He says they are all well. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Mrs Iredell Edenhouse." 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Balgray Thursday [June 14, 1781] 

My dear Sir 

I should have wrote you before this if any opportunity had 
presented to Windsor since you left this. I am under inexpressible 
obligations to you for your kind remembrance of me; our friend- 
ship formed in the happier days of life is knit together by the 
stronger ties of misfortune, I have bound you to my bosom like 
another self and you have honoured me by meeting my affections 
with increased tenderness. Yes my dear friend I shall embrace 
with the most sincere pleasure an opportunity to be near you 
and your family, and destined to be stiled a pensioner on the 
hospitality of the world. I shall soon avail myself of yours. In 
one word I am under obligations that ages of endeavours on my 
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part will never be able to repay to you, your family and your 
connections. My heart bleeds for the misfortunes of Mrs. John- 
stons family. I can suffer my own with resignation but cannot 
forbear to repine for those of my friends. I have letters from Mrs. 
Hooper since I saw you. They breath a masculine patriotism and 
virtue that would do honour to Stronger nerves and muscles. 
Give me leave to be a little vain upon the occasion; to you I might 
[be] allowed even to praise myself, for you know my faults and 
would make a proportionable allowance for them. The conduct 
of my brothers and some others harrows up my soul—What 
does not my dear Annie suffer. For what misfortunes is she yet 
reserved. 

I am yet much indisposed, but hope that in a day or two I shall 
be able to move southwardly. 

Remember me in the most respectful manner to Mrs Iredell, 
Mrs. Blair and the family, Mrs Dawson and her's—and if an 
opportunity should open to speak my sympathetick woes to Mrs. 
Johnston without increasing her own you will embrace it. 

I do not know how it is; I find more milk about my heart since 
I saw Mrs Dawson than I suspected I was constitutionally incum- 
bered with. Away with it, I will not give way to it. Mrs. Hooper's 
example shall place me above repining and animate me to becom- 
ing resignation. 

The loss of property I treat with contempt and in this the 
British have Struck deeper than I suspected but the dread of my 
family suffering from want—Oh my God! Surely the British will 
indulge me with a flag to carry supplies. Adieu the subject 
grows too tender in spite of all my resolutions. Yrs ever and ever 
most Affectly 

Wm. Hooper 

P.S. I have a letter from Maclaine. He is very well and Thank 
Heaven he has acted like himself consistently virtuous. I will 
show it you when I see you. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). The P.S. is on a separate sheet of paper, sepa- 
rated from the body of the letter and in the Johnson Papers, A&H. Addressed 
"James Iredell Ksqr p]den house." Endorsed "Balgra 14 June 1781. W. 
Hooper." 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Balgra June 26th. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

I arrived at Mrs. Dawson's last evening a little before dark, and 
found Mrs. Dawson and her Family were here together with Mrs. 
Pearson and Miss Vail, but as there were so many for fear of being 
troublesome I staid there all night and came here to breakfast 
this morning. I felt myself a good deal unwell yesterday afternoon 
after I left you and in the evening, and therefore principally in 
consideration of your anxiety I declined going to town and sent 
my apology by Simon who was immediately going there, intending 
to cross at Miller's and walk afterwards. Mrs. Dawson is still 
very much plagued with her jaw, and Penny was very sick all 
night and is still so much so that I have not seen her. She has no 
fever I am told but a very sick stomach. The rest here are all 
well—Mrs. Pearson in particular much better, and very anxious 
to see you as all are. Mrs. Dawson expresses her desire for it 
strongly. I intend to be up in the morning, and should have been 
this evening but the weather is so unpromising. I can't say that 
I am sick but I am not well. I have no fever, but my stomach is a 
little out of order. I left Mr. Hooper worse than he had been, and 
am very anxious to see him again. Capt. Hardy died yesterday 
afternoon. Whether of any other than the disease that has so long 
plagued him I can't tell. It is believed but not certain that the 
Brig, called the Edenton is come in. Before I conclude let me 
intreat you, my dear Hannah, to think favourably of my conduct 
yesterday. By heaven I came away with reluctance, but thought 
it my duty, and was unwilling to neglect it. Otherwise God knows 
how readily I would have gratified such kind, such flattering 
intreaties. 

J. Gray had sent off his chair without letting me know a word 
of it, and I had to call it back and scribble this, which must be 
my excuse for the manner in which it is wrote. 

Mrs. Dawson and all here desire love. I am my dear Hannah, 
your most affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs Iredell Windsor." 
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Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, June 27th, 1781 

Dear Sir 

I was only yesterday favored with the letters which you were 
so obliging as to write me the 14th of April and 10th of May last.1 

I have wrote to you frequently by casual opportunities, but cannot 
have any confidence of your having received my letters. I write 
by this opportunity to my brother, and must refer you to his 
letter and the enclosed newspaper for news. I am sorry people 
were in such haste to remove themselves and property from 
Edenton. I rather could have wished they had thought of defend- 
ing it, which would have been attended with less risk and expense 
in my opinion, for till the conquest of Virginia is effected, which 
I flatter myself will not speedily take place, I scarcely think you 
will be molested with any considerable invasion, and if the plun- 
dering parties meet with opposition they will grow sick of the 
business. However, every one will and has a right to judge for 
himself on these occasions. So far as it respects me, I am perfectly 
satisfied, and shall ever consider myself under the highest obliga- 
tions to you on this occasion for your friendly attention. I have 
been detained here longer than I expected from unavoidable cir- 
cumstances, which I shall have the pleasure of communicating 
when I can see you. I hope to leave this place some day next week, 
but as it will be necessary for me to take a pretty extensive circuit 
to avoid the enemy's horse, and the weather being too warm for 
me to make long days' journeys at this season, I cannot form to 
myself any judgment respecting the time I shall arrive with you.2 

I am truly sensible what anxiety and distress you must all have 
sustained in your alarming situation. I have often wished to have 
been with you on the occasion; indeed my mind has been so much 
in that country, that it has rendered me almost incapable of 
attending to any thing elsewhere. This will probably be a very 
important, though perhaps not a decisive campaign. I am not 
perfectly informed of the plan on which it will be conducted on 
our part, nor is it proper that I should communicate so much as 
I do know to paper. Should a few fortunate events cast up in our 
favor, I hope there will be no more of it after this summer—if 
otherwise, God knows where it will end, for America can never 
submit. 

Pray remember me most affectionately to my sister and the 
children. I grow every day more impatient of being absent from 
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my friends; and had I not believed my services, or rather my 
vote, essentially necessary here for some time past, no importu- 
nity should have detained me. Present my compliments to such 
as you may think them acceptable, particularly my old friend 
Mr. Barker, and believe me with the greatest truth and sincerity, 
Yours. 

P.S. Tell our friend Hooper I have just received his letter of 
the 16th of March last, but postpone writing to him till my return, 
not thinking it safe to be more particular than the above, which 
you will be so good as to communicate. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 521-522). 

1 Not found. 
2 Johnston did not leave as early as he had announced. On July 10, 1781, 

Congressman Thomas Rodney of Delaware wrote: "Yesterday Mr. Johnson 
of N. Carolina was appointed [President] but he declined it on Account of 
his Bad state of health. . . ." It was a tribute to the North Carolinian, who, 
notwithstanding his short period in Congress, was offered the highest post 
in that body. Johnston's last recorded vote was on July 12, and he departed 
two days later. George H. Ryden (ed.), Letters to and from Caesar Rodney, 
1756-178U (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1933), 419. 
William Sharpe, North Carolina's only other delegate at the time, likewise 
mentioned the congressional offer to Johnston, his "judicious and very 
agreable collegue." Burnett, LCC, VI, xlix, 160. 

Allen Jones to James Iredell 

Wheelers. July 2d. 1781 
Dear Sir. 

We have a report here that Genl. Gregory with all his party is 
taken. I beg you to write me the particulars if they have come to 
your knowledge, that I may lay them before the Gl. Assembly, 
in order to induce them if possible to take decisive measures for 
the Defense of that part of our State. I had a Letter dated the 
[. . .] Ulto. from Mr. Johnston,1 in which he informs me Congress 
had recieved dispatches from Mr. Jay, in which he says the Court 
of Madrid are inclined to favour us in every respect; Also that 
Sir H Clintons movements were very misterious and he does not 
seem to think the Evacuation of N. York and a total transfer of 
the War to the Southern States improbable. This Letter I should 
have sent for your perusal and Mr. Hoopers, but as he anxiously 
sollicited that other Delegates should go on, I thought best to 
lay it before the Gl. Assembly, to whom I sent it by Express. 
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G. Green has taken every post in the two Southern States but 
Chas. Town, together with great quantities of Military Stores, 
Spirits, Dry Goods &c. Enclosed is a letter for Mrs. Johnston 
which I beg you to send to her with my best respects. If the Enemy 
have got possession below I should think Booth a place of more 
Safety than her present abode and it would give me the greatest 
satisfaction to render her every Service in my power. Pray write 
me if you have any late Arrivals with what news They may bring. 
I am with great respect Dr. Sir Yr. Mo. Ob. Servt 

Allen Jones 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "James Iredell, Esquire, Attorney 
General of No. Carolina Edenton." 

1 See Johnston to Jones, May 8,1781, above. 

Jasper Charlton to James Iredell 

[July 3 or 4, 1781] 

Dear Sir 

I am extremely obliged to you for the Intelligence you have 
afforded me, and highly pleased that Gregory's Situation is not 
so deplorable, as from the first Relation of it; we had Reason to 
apprehend. The recalling of the Enemy after their Advantage 
over him, seems in some Measure, in my humble Apprehension, 
to fortify the Account of a Cessation of Arms. 

My Impatience for News hath for these few days strongly in- 
clined me to visit my Friends in Windsor, but strong as the 
former Desire was, and the Pleasure of the latter would have been, 
I have been prevented by an inumerable Sett of Blisters encom- 
passing my poor contused Breast, occasioned by the violent 
Caustick applied to it. It was impossible for me to ride without 
exquisite Pain, but I am quite Fearless of Danger. I wish in my 
Soul poor Gregorys Camp was as well secured by Pickets, and 
fortified by Redoubts, Abatis &c. as my poor Breast is circum- 
valated by Ulcers. 

I am highly pleased to hear of the happy Union between Mr. 
McKenzie and the late Miss Peggy. I say a happy Union for 
Kindred Souls and congenial Minds can never fail of affording it 
and the more especially when the Passions of each other are 
founded in Virtue and such theirs are I am sure. 
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I shall be extremely glad to see you and Mrs. Iredell, when 
ever Convenience will admit of it, and with a very sincere Offer 
of my best Respects to you both Am Dear Sir Your Affectionate 
and Obliged Friend 

Jasper Charlton 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "To James Iredell Esqr Windsor." 
Endorsed "Letter from Mr. Charlton wrote I believe the 3d. or 4th. July 1781." 

Robert Smith to James Iredell 

Wake Court House 3d July 1781 

Dear Sir 

I have not received a line from you or any of you since I left 
Edenton. What is going on there God knows I am very anxious 
to know. Some report from your quarters says Genl. Gregory 
has been forced from his Post. I wish I could now and then receive 
a line while I am consigned to this cursed place.1 We have no news 
from the Northward that is very late or to be depended on. To 
the South our affairs have taken an unfavourable turn. Genl. 
Greene has been under the necessity of raising the Seige of Ninety 
Six after attempting to Scale the walls in which he sustained 
some loss. Rawden with a strong party from Charlestown came 
up to its relief and Genl. Greene was retreating before him 
towards Flatt River. We are about reenforcing him in order to 
keep the seat of war if possible out of this quarter of the State: 
We have not passed a Single law, as yet; some are in their third 
reading; and some I wish were at the Devil. We might have done 
many good things at this time but we have gone (as usual) the 
wrong track; nothing will ever set us right. We are a cowardly 
revengeful Set of wretches too contemptible to merit a blessing 
or excite a damn. I have neither time to write you particularly. 
A party of the English are out reaping wheat at Rutherfords 
plantation and intend grinding it before they return at his mills.2 

I am with Complts. to the Ladies Dear Sir Your obedt. Servt. 

Rob Smith 
RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To James Iredell Esquire Edenton 

by favour Mr Skinner." 

1 Robert Smith was attending the General Assembly, which met in Wake 
County from June 23, 1781, to July 14, as a member of the House of Commons 
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from Edenton. A little-known Revolutionary leader, Smith was nonetheless 
one of the most hard-working patriots of the state. His mercantile skills were 
employed in a variety of ways—as a paymaster of troops, outfitter of priva- 
teers, and supplier of various other needs of the military and civilian author- 
ities. 

2 It is said that Rutherford's mills were located on Ashe's Mill Creek, "a 
stream that empties into the N.E. Branch of Cape Fear River." McRee, 
Iredell, I, 526n. 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Wake Court House, July 13th, 1781 

My Dear Sir 

Mr. Charles Johnson will inform you that in addition to the 
other curses that have been allotted to my portion of late, an 
inflammation has taken place in my right arm, which swelled it 
to a size not much less than my leg. For several days it has been 
accompanied with very excruciating pain; I have been obliged 
to carry it in a sling, and this is the first moment I have been able 
to take pen in hand. I embrace it to make a very partial return 
for your manifold acts of kind remembrance of me. I write in so 
much pain that I must leave you to Messrs. Smith and Johnson 
for the news of the Assembly. 

Major Craig is gathering strength every hour at Wilmington, 
and is making a strong post at Rutherford's Mills. He obliges all 
his prisoners to enlist, or go on board a prison ship. The condition 
of enlistment is that they shall serve for three months, or during 
the rebellion. He has summoned all the loyal subjects of Wilming- 
ton to hold themselves in readiness to march the 10th day of 
August, as then the act of grace expires, and he proposes to carry 
havoc and devastation amongst the rebels. There are 500 effectives 
at and near Wilmington. 

I leave this day or to-morrow with a double flag for Wilmington, 
one of these to serve as introductory to the other, and at the same 
time to obtain a safe conduct for myself. Should I escape the 
many hazards I have to encounter on the road, and be suffered 
eventually to come out of Wilmington, I shall not fail immediately 
to write to you, perhaps see you. "I yesterday availed myself of the 
right hand of another to assure Mr. Johnston at Philadelphia 
that I had no use of my own. I wrote a very few lines, but Doctor 
Burke at my request wrote him very fully. I gave him perfect 
information as to the situation of Mrs. Johnston and the family, 
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and the Governor insisted upon mentioning the death of Sammey, 
lest it should meet him on his road home.1 Adieu! best of men. 
Every blessing attend you and yours. Affectionately, and 
ever yours, 

Will. Hooper 

P.S. I congratulate you and all friends to humanity upon the 
generous proclamation and cartel which has lately taken place 
between Gen. Greene and Cornwallis. I refer you to Mich. Payne 
for a sight of it. Show the enclosed to Mr. Pollok and Mr. Charlton 
when you have read it. I gave your letters for Mr. Samuel Johnston 
to Wilie Jones, who promised to forward them by the first safe 
opportunity. I hope you got my long letter from Col. McCulloh's, 
which I left in Kinchen's care.2 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 526-527). 

1 On June 26, 1781, the General Assembly elected Dr. Thomas Burke gover- 
nor of the state. Before receiving Burke's letter, Johnston learned of his son's 
death. From Northampton County on July 30, Johnston wrote Burke "in 
great haste and my Spirits greatly agitated by having just heard of the loss 
of my youngest son, as sweet a little fellow as ever was born." Clark, State 
Records, XV, 588-589. 

2 Not found. 

Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Windsor 19th. July 1781 

Dear Sir, 

The Doct. came up this morning from Edenhouse. He says 
Billy Dawson is rather better tho very ill yet and very low. He 
was to have gone back to night but has so much to do that he can- 
not go till morning. I had not time to enquire any news of him. 
I have got every thing you sent for but the Orange Peel and 
Limes; neither of them are to be had. I send some Tamirind1 

which Doctor [Darks?] says are as good tho' not so agreeable. 
Tommy still has fevers and I am very unwell myself. The rest are 
pretty well. The Doct. says he was very uneasy at staying so long 
but Mrs. Dawson pressed him so much that he could not get away. 
He had his Horse saddled three times but she would not let him 
leave her. He says she read my Sisters letter to him which informed 
them that Tommy was quite recovered and every body else well. 
He says if my Brother should want any kind of medicine when 
he is away they can easily be got as his shop is always open and 
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every thing Labeled. Mr. Allen is gone down to Edenhouse. 
Billy2 went yesterday and went over to town this morning. Clark 
was in Windsor yesterday and I hear does not Sail till Sunday. 
Mrs. Cabarrus hearing Billy Dawson was very ill came over to 
Mrs. Dawson's in the night two or three nights ago and the Doct. 
left her there. She is to stay till his return. Thomas is there yet. 
He missed his fever yesterday. Mr. Benbury, Mr. Payne and 
some others are just come to town. I hear they are at Mr. Aliens. 

Be so kind as remember me in the most affectionate manner 
to my Sister and my Brother and his family and believe me ever 
Dear Sir, Your Afft. Sister 

J. Blair 

The Cinnamon I got from Mrs. Johnston. It is not the Bark but 
the seed or Bud which I imagine will do as well as the Bark but I 
will send to the Doctor. Perhaps I can get some of the Bark 
from him. Mr. Hooper is well and trying to get a Flag to go to 
Wilmington. Mr. Smith has letters from him to you. He and Mr. 
Johnson are to be here the day after to morrow. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Mrs. Iredell." 

1 Tamarind, the pod of a tropical caesalpiniaceous tree; its seeds are enclos- 
ed in a juicy acid pulp. 

2 Jean Blair's son, also named Billy. 

Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Windsor 21st July 1781 

Dear Sir, 

Billy Blair came from Eden ton yesterday. He says every Body 
there was marching out to endeavour to surprise six hundred 
Negroes who were sent out by L Cornwallis to plunder and get 
provisions. It is said they have no Arms but what they find in the 
houses they plunder. When they applyed for arms they were told 
they had no occasion for any as they were not to go to any place 
where any number of Rebels were collected. It is said there are 
two thousand of them out in different Partys. L. Cornwallis 
himself is at Suffolk with about nine hundred men, chiefly Horse. 
They had an account of his being defeated by the Marquis and 
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that he (L Cornwallis) had (whether before or after his own defeat 
I did not hear) defeated General Wain who lost in the action two 
hundred men and two field Pieces.1 South Quay is Burnt and 
they were expected at the Pitch Landing. Every Vessel that goes 
over the Bar is immediately taken. Capt. Martin and the Irish 
Piper are both taken. Capt Gansel was taken and by the favor of 
some gentlemen in New Providence got another Vessel and was 
taken again in the same Latitude and has now got a large Copper 
Bottomed Brig with which he is cruising against us. Our Edenton 
Vollunteers marched yesterday. The Negroes were at the Folly 
headed by some Refugee officers. I am very sorry my Brothers 
family still continue so ill. I feared from the first that the Doct. 
could be of no service to Annie. My Brother I hope will soon be 
better and I think my Sister had better come down as soon as 
she can leave him. I have been very uneasy for you both ever 
since you went away. I wish you may escape that dreadful dis- 
order. Billy Dawson is much better. The Doct. returned yesterday 
and now stays at home. I am pretty well and so is Tommy. The 
rest are pretty well. Nelly and Billy are just gone with Miss 
Lenox down to her Plantation. Stella is very sick. I shall be 
obliged to send for the Doct. to her. Clark for what reason I do 
not know has refused taking Billy. Perhaps it was his own fault 
as I have only heard his story. The Vessel Sails tomorrow. Billy 
says they had an account in Edenton that the English are going 
to embark. Mrs. Brimage is in Virginia. She came in a Flagg and 
was very sick when she landed. There were no letters left for 
Doct. Williamson. Mr. Smith and Johnson are not yet come. Mrs. 
Johnston and her children are out at Mr. Grays. I have wrote 
you all the News that I have heard. Whether true or false I do 
not know but imagine you will have a better account from Mr. 
Allen who has wrote. I shall be very happy to see my Sister and 
you at home again in health. I am Dear Sir, your Afft. Sister 

J. Blair 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Mrs. Iredell." 

1 Although the account is garbled, Billy Blair had probably heard of the 
so-called Battle of Green Spring, fought on July 6, 1781, near Jamestown, 
Virginia. The action was indecisive and Cornwallis withdrew down the 
peninsula, eventually taking post at Portsmouth. American losses were 
probably somewhat less than Blair reported. George F. Scheer and Hugh 
F. Rankin, Rebels and Redcoats (Cleveland:  World, 1957), 470-471. 
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Jean Blair to James Iredell 

Windsor 23d July 1781 

Dear Sir, 

The Rain has detained Peter till this afternoon. He talks of 
going now if he can get over the branch. Mr. Smith and Johnson 
got here yesterday afternoon, both unwell Mr. Johnson very 
much so. He expresses a great desire to see you but says he is 
too unwell to write. I have not heard him say when he should 
go down. I have been trying to persuade him to stay till he gets 
better but he leads so melancholy a life here amongst us that I 
suppose I shall not prevail. He stays here and Mr. Smith at 
Mr. Aliens. They both desire compliments to you. Mr. Smith talks 
of going to Mr. Charltons this afternoon. He is in exceedingly 
good spirits. I have heard no news by them. I suppose they did 
not think it worth while to tell any to me. If my Brothers family 
is better I think you had as well come down for a day or two. It 
is said L. Cornwallis's troops are embarking. Mrs. Nash came 
up from Edenton yesterday. She says they had an account from the 
Northward that General Washington had Possesion of Long 
Island and Kings Bridge and was Bombarding the City from the 
first of those places and that the Harbour was Blocked up by the 
French Fleet.1 Tobago and St. Lucia are taken in the West Indies 
and the Fleet had sailed against St. Kitts. We are all well here. 
I have not seen Mrs. Nash yet. Mr. Johnson came soon after she 
did. I inclose you Mrs. Dawsons last note.2 You will see by it they 
are there. Nelly joins me in love to you, her Aunt and her Uncles 
family. I am Dear Sir, Your Afft. Sister 

J. Blair 

We are very anxious to hear from you 
Peter did not set off this afternoon thinking the water was too 

high in the Swamp, but [Will?] tells him it is passable and he 
intends going early in the morning. I am very happy to hear my 
Brothers family are so much better. I hope it will not be long 
before you get down. Mr. Johnson talks of going tomorrow morn- 
ing. He has been too unwell to sit up this afternoon. S. Blair 
was taken with a fever this forenoon and it is now very high. They 
have had an account to day from Winton that L Cornwallis is 
throwing up works at jerichoe and that the Marquis's whole 
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army have crossed the River. Mr. Smith is still in town. I send 
you a letter which Mr Johnson brought. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Mrs. Iredell." 

1 There was no attack by Washington or a French fleet. The editor has not 
corrected all erroneous information in the JI correspondence. 

2 Not found. 

Robert Smith to James Iredell 

Eden House. 30th July 1781 

Dear Sir, 

I am favoured with yours by the Doctor1 and I thank you for 
the extract. I heard from the Town yesterday. They have no news 
there, only that the British Army are all drawn to Portsmouth, 
some conjecture for immediate Embarkation. I am not confident 
this conjecture is well founded. May it not be in Order to oppose 
the French should they send in Troops into these capes? Or may 
it not be a Deep Maneuver to draw the Marquis Down, and with 
the assistance of their Shipping, get to the northward and west- 
ward of him and so cut him off from Supplies. But we will cease 
conjecture; a little time will determine. Mr. Black and Mr. 
Johnson writes you all the news. To them and Mr. Johnston's 
letters I must refer you for Northern intelligence. Mr. Johnston 
has wrote to all at present, within the Pale of his Friendship, 
I fancy. I have not seen any more of his letter's than the directions, 
which from being once a little acquainted with the hand I know 
it. I am informed however, he is soon expected home which gives 
me great pleasure. 

I am sorry you should give your self one Moment's < uneasy > 
concern about our accounts. They do not trouble me the least; 
at some convenient season, as St. Paul saith we will have them 
all settled to your Satisfaction; I hope these times are near worn 
out and that they will be succeeded by such as will make you 
ample amends for what you have suffered; in the mean time I 
must insist you want for nothing. I have the power of supplying 
untill these promised times shall arrive. I am still here in this 
Hospitable House having Heard my House in Town has been 
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turned topsey turvey. I must take a turn over to morrow or next 
day and try to set matters a little to rights. I was down at Balgra 
yesterday. They are all well there, and Mrs. Pearson is very 
hearty, and will soon be married it's said, but as Mrs Jenkins 
says, it never shall be said of me that I tell tails. My Compliments 
to Mrs. Johnston and Family, Mrs. Blair and hers and to Mrs. 
Iredell whom I set last and next to your self wishing both to be 
assured you have, alwise will have my hearty wishes for your 
happiness, being Dr Sir Your very obedient Servt 

Rob Smith 

James Iredell Esq. 

RC   (Johnson   Papers,   A&H).   Addressed   "The   Honorable  James   Iredell 
Esquire Attorney General Windsor." 

Not found. 

Alexander Black to James Iredell 

Eden House 30 July 1781 

Dear Sir 

I Saw Mr. Thomas Wynns1 at Winton who went to Sea last 
year in the Brig Fair American and was taken and Carried to 
London where he Staid about Six weeks then was Sent over to 
France where he Engaged a Passage to Boston. He brought the 
letters I have Sent you from Mr Johnston. I received one from 
Mr. Johnston by him. Mr. Johnston Informs me he Should leave 
Philadelphia in a Short time. Mr. Wynns will be at Edenton in 
a few days. He has the London Magazines for the year 1780 
which he promised to bring down with him. If posible I will 
borrow So as to Enable me to Send them up to you a few days; 
I had the pleasure of Receiving a letter from my Brother in 
London by Mr. Wynns who was often in Company with him while 
he Staid their. He likewise Saw Doctor Lennox who has been in 
a bad State of health but was getting better when he become 
away. He did not write by Mr. Wynn[s] but told him he Intended 
to take a Passage to Bermudas and Requested of Mr Wynns to 
Wait on Miss Lenox and Inform her that he was got almost 
well.2 Mr. Wynns promised me that he would Come by Your 
place. If So You will be much pleased with his Company as he 
is a Very Intelligent Gentleman.  He Says Doctor Lenox and 
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my Brother treated him Very Kindly which I am happy to hear. 
I have had Very bad fevers ever Since I left Windsor but am 
Much better after my ride to Winton; I am much obliged to You 
for your polite Invitation to accompany Mr. Johnson to Windsor 
which I will do with pleasure If health and business will permit. 
Please present my Respectful Complts to Mrs. Iredell, Mrs. 
Blair and Miss Blair and am with great Respect and Esteem Dear 
Sir Your most a [ffect] and Very Humble [Serv]t 

Alex Black 

P.S. Please Inform Miss Lenox that the Doctr and Mr. John 
Lenox were both well last Jany. My Brother writes me that Capt 
Lenox was arrived from the East Indies and was well. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Thomas Wynns was a member of a family long active in Hertford County 
affairs. His father and brother served in the colonial legislature, and Thomas 
was later in the General Assembly. See Saunders, Colonial Records, partic- 
ularly Volumes IX-X, and Clark, State Records, Volumes XVIII, XX-XXII. 

2 In 1777 Dr. Robert Lenox refused to take the required oath of allegiance 
to the state and received permission to take ship for the West Indies. Clark, 
State Records, XI, 633. 

Robert Smith to James Iredell 

Edenton 3d Augt. 1781 

Dr. Sir, 

We have various reports from Virginia but so very vague that 
I hardly think them worth mentioning. The last is that 27 Sail of 
Transports with 3,000 Troops on board have Saild for Charleston 
and the French Fleet consisting of 22 Sail of the line have 
blocked up New York. You may believe as much of this as you 
please. I for my part do not believe a word of it. I am trying to 
send an express to Virginia to know the certainty of the several 
circulating reports. 

You will be able to obtain much important knowledge from 
Mr. Johnston. My Complts. to him and his Family if you please. 
Mr. Barker goes over tomorrow full tilt with such a political 
News thirst that I question whither Mr. Johnston will able to 
alay it. He panted about me since I came home but alas! poor 
man I could not furnish sufficient to Cool his Tongue. He haunts 
me like my evil [Geneous?] and still seems to think I have secrets 
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which I ought to communicate and hold in reserve and assures 
me that tho I may be bound in honor to secrecy I do not infringe 
by communicating to him—who is as close as W—s C—s. I have 
none but had I any I should not be of his opinion. Poor old 
Gentleman he's so connected with a Group of Rascals in this 
Town it would not be safe. You know something of this matter and 
Mr. Johnston should have a hint of it.1 I am in a hurry. Dr Sir 
Yours ever 

Rob Smith 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "James Iredell Esquire Windsor/' 

1 The mysterious reference to Barker's involvement with a group of 
"Rascals" is not revealed. Johnston had obviously completed his journey from 
Philadelphia only a day or so earlier since he was in Northampton County on 
July 30, 1781. See Clark, State Records, XV, 588-589. 

Robert Smith to James Iredell 

Edenton 6th. Augt. 1781 

Dear Sir, 

I am favoured with yours of 3d. by Mr. Bryan.1 It's unnecessary 
I should write you any thing about news as Mr. Black by whom 
this goes will inform you of every thing of that kind passing here. 

I understand Mr. Johnston means to remove his family and all 
his goods to Hayes in great haste. This makes me think he disap- 
proves of the measures taken in his absence and I am uneasy 
about it. I know I advised for the best. He, had he been here, 
might have advised and acted as he thought proper and with all 
his wisdom and perspicuity have been deceived, and I wish he 
may in the end find he is perfectly right now. I hope he will—I 
cannot account for his late conduct towards me. I am very con- 
scious I have never intentionally given him cause of offence. I 
will not say its a matter of indifference to me. Mr. Johnston is 
a- man I esteem and one whose good opinion I have ever wished 
to enjoy; most other men who had acted with the same coldness 
and neglect, nay more, had intentionally left me out of the 
Catalogue of their friends would be left to their Own choice with- 
out a single enquiry by me. But on this ground I stand; I will 
stand here by the bye. I shall take the liberty under that sweet 
friendship has ever subsisted between you and me to request you 
will inform me if you know any cause for his studied neglect of 
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me for some time past. At the same time I would on no account 
have him know I made the enquiry, for time alone must bring 
that about. I wish you, and intreat you, may keep this intirely to 
your self. If you have observed or have heard that I have in any 
respect ill treated Mr. J, do act the part of a friend and inform me. 
I have been at pains to find out in what instance it could happen. 
He could conceive I did it but I cannot find I have ever given 
room for anything like a bare suspicion. You will I know pardon 
this freedom. I am not very certain what day I shall be up. Some 
day this week however it will be. I am ever Dear Sir your Sincere 
friend and most Hbl. Servt. 

Rob. Smith 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "James Iredell Windsor. Per favour 
Mr. Black." 

1 Not found. 

James Iredell to Thomas Burke 

Elk Marsh, Aug. 12th, 1781 

Sir: 

I did not receive your Excellency's letter of the 30th of July 
till last Sunday1 and in consequence of it came to Halifax on 
Wednesday. I have waited in the neighborhood ever since in 
expectation of Your Excellencys arrival but being hitherto dis- 
appointed and now called home by business of indispensable 
necessity, I must have the regret of returning without seeing 
your Excellency. I would have waited on your Excellency above 
had I not every Day expected you at Halifax, and I thought 
possibly I might miss you on the road.2 

In regard to the Courts of Oyer and Terminer your Excellency 
proposed immediately to establish,3 I am always ready to attend 
them, as my Duty requires, but I take the liberty to represent to 
your Excellency that I fear that I shall not be able to defray the 
expense they will involve me in, unless I receive a Sum of money 
from the Public. The Assembly were pleased to vote me a Sum of 
20,000 pounds to be paid by the Treasurer of Edenton District, to 
whom I applied for the Money, but I have not yet received that 
or his answer. I am not ashamed of confessing my poverty, as it 
has not arisen from any dishonorable cause. My circumstances 
have suffered deeply, but if I can just bear myself above water 
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I am content to suffer still. I shall esteem it as a particular favour 
if your Excellency will be pleased to acquaint me as early as 
possible with the particulars concerning the Courts that may 
be established, especially with the times when they are to be held. 
I shall not fail to do my utmost there and at all times in discharge 
of my duty. I live for the present at Windsor, and if your Excel- 
lency passes through that Town on your way to Edenton (where 
I am told you propose going) I hope to have the honor of seeing 
your Excellency there and beg leave to assure you that I shall 
be happy at all times on any occasion to testify the sincere and 
perfect respect with which I am, Sir, Your Excellency's Most 
humble and obdt. Servt. 

Jas. Iredell 

P.S.  I enclose Your Excellency a letter from Mr. Johnston. 

Tr (Burke Executive Letter Books, A&H). 

1 Not found. 
2 After delays occasioned by office duties, Burke finally set out for Halifax 

on August 13 to supervise more directly military activities against the Tories 
and British Major James Craig at Wilmington. Just after beginning his 
journey, however, Burke was thrown from his carriage and spent the next 
several days recovering from various cuts and bruises. Joseph Read to Allen 
Jones, August 13, 1781, Burke Papers, UNC. 

3 At a recent session at Wake County Courthouse, the General Assembly 
had passed a law enabling Governor Burke to set up courts of oyer and ter- 
miner to try cases involving treason and misprision of treason. Depending 
on the need, Burke could appoint one court—consisting of three judges—for 
each of the state's six superior court districts. The purpose of the law was to 
relieve the overworked superior courts, especially when the regular courts 
were not meeting. As attorney general, JI did not necessarily have to serve 
as prosecutor, for the act piovided the three-judge court of oyer and terminer 
with authority to appoint a local prosecutor and with the power to call grand 
and petit juries. Clark, State Records, XXIV, 396-398. 

Jean Blair to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Windsor 14th Augt. 1781 

My Dear Nelly 

You will I imagine be much mortified when you hear both your 
Uncles came down yesterday about 12 o'clock. Your Uncle John 
brought Horses for you to go and stay with your Aunt till his 
return and then to go with him into Martin and from there to 
Bute, and now by being down you will lose your chance of seeing 
that fine country. Your Uncle Iredell did not see the Governor. He 
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was not come to Halifax. He is to come from Halifax here and 
Colonel Davie with him. Davie both your Uncle Sam and Uncle 
Iredell seem to have the highest opinion off both as an Officer 
and Gentleman. Mr Iredell says he is very handsome—that is he 
has a fine person, tall and Genteel his face not so good tho hand- 
some enough resembling a good deal Mr. A. Neilson whom you 
may remember. I shall send your things down either to Dukenfield 
or Edenhouse Thursday or Friday, but your Uncle has the 
Trunk. If you should see Mr Johnson tell him he has lost his 
chance with Miss Betsey Jones. She was Married last Thursday 
to B. Williams. Remember me kindly to Mrs Pearson, Miss Vail 
and Miss Betsey. Tell Mrs Pearson I shall be happy to see her 
here. I am My Dear Girl Your Afft Mother 

J. Blair 

Your Cousin Gabie is very sick. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Miss Blair, Dukinfield." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wednesday Night [ca. August 20, 1781] 

My dear Hannah 

I arrived here about an hour after dark, and found your Broth- 
er's Family all pretty well, except his youngest Daughter who 
has the flux.1 Annie I think looks as well as ever. Billy was asleep 
and I shall not have it in my power to speak to him which I much 
regret. I forgot after all my care to bring some blank Indictments 
with me, which I had intended. They are in the upper drawer of 
my desk, and I will be obliged to you if you will ask the favour of 
Mr Mackenzie to bring me some if you think it will not be too 
troublesome or too great a favour. They are indorsed some "blank 
Indictments/' some "Inditments for Larceny or Trespass." Let 
me have, if any, as many as you think can be conveniently 
brought, and especially of the former sort. I am not certain 
whether I can make them serve, but if I can squeeze any of them 
into form it will save that most precious article "paper."2 Some 
are mixed [loosely?]. 

Pray give my most affect. Compts. to Mr. Hooper. I hope in 
God he is now a good deal easier. I left him with the greatest 
regret. Nothing but public business should have carried me away 
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at such a time. I believe I forgot to tell you, he said "he thought 
himself worse than he had ever been." I meant to mention [. . .] 
tho' I hope he is mistaken. I need not desire you to watch him 
very carefully and [make?] him well. Your Brother wishes to go 
on purpose to see him, but is detained by his little girl's illness. 

Remember me to Mr Smith, your Sister &c &c and when you 
write to Nelly tell her I love her most tenderly, tho' I think she 
is too [. . .] of me. My love also to Mrs Dawson's Family, and 
everything respectful and tender to your Brother and his. 

Adieu! my dearest Hannah. Heaven bless you. I am and will 
ever be unalterably Most affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

PS    [. . .] I wish you may read it. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). The approximate date is suggested from 
William Hooper to JI, August 28, 1781, below. 

1 Written from the home of John Johnston in Bertie County as JI was 
beginning the first leg of his fall tour of the superior court districts. 

2 By the middle years of the war paper had become exceedingly scarce in 
North Carolina. Despite offers of a bounty, no paper mill was established in 
the state until some years later. North-Carolina Gazette (New Bern), Novem- 
ber 14, 1777, October 9, November 20, 1778. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

[August 25, 1781] 

My dear Hannah, 

I got to the Court about 12 and have ever since been most 
busily employed.1 Contrary to my sanguine wishes and expecta- 
tions, Linton I fear cannot be tried, nor I fear even [indicted] 
this time. He cannot be tried until some of those who actually 
shot are convicted and there is none of them to be had but one 
who has been made a Witness of, and is necessary as such. And I 
fear all the necessary Witnesses will not be present to enable me 
to draw an Indictment, tho' I have done all I could to procure 
them.2 

You will probably receive this by the Governor and Colo. 
Davie. I wish you and your Sister would be as attentive as possible 
to them. The worth of the latter rises every day in my estimation. 
He  appears to  me to  possess uncommon  abilities,  and much 
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goodness as well as greatness of soul. Craig was said to be about 
22 miles above Newbern but the Governor is exerting himself 
to the utmost, and by an extraordinary instance of good fortune 
Gen. Wayne with 1100 Regular Troops is to be at Halifax on 
Wednesday. I think there is great reason to believe Craig will 
never return* That Tory, [Gordon] of Wilmington, I believe is 
certainly shot. Mr. Sharpe4 writes that Congress had expectations 
of money from France, and promise of a Superior Naval force in 
this Campagin. 

I am absolutely obliged to write in this manner. Give my love 
to your Sister &c. and particularly to my dear Nelly. Remember 
me also most kindly to Mrs. Dawson's Family, and respectfully 
to Mr Charlton's, Mr. Gray's &c. Hillsborough Court begins the 
5th of Septempber. Adieu! my dear Hannah. Take good care of 
yourself. I long most anxiously to hear of Mr. Hooper. I am ever 
most affectionately yours 

Jas. Iredell 

P.S. Hillsborough Court begins the 5th Sept. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Date (faded in letter) from McRee, Iredell, 
I, 533. 

1 The Northampton County Courthouse. 
2 Colonel William Linton of the Edgecombe County militia was implicated 

in the shooting of an enemy prisoner, Captain Michael Quinn, who allegedly 
was trying to escape. The record of the trial appears to be missing, but Linton 
was later convicted of being "accessary to the Murder of Michael Quinn." The 
nature of his punishment is not altogether clear, but in 1785 he was pardoned, 
and the General Assembly instructed the sheriff of Halifax County to refund 
Linton the sum of £400. Clark, State Records, XV, 518, 609; XVII, 132-133, 
326; XXII, 544, 1031-1032. 

3 JI was overly optimistic. Wayne did not bring Continental troops to the 
assistance of war-ravaged eastern North Carolina, nor was British Major 
Craig at Wilmington contained. David Fanning, one of Craig's Tory raiders, 
had recently taken Cross Creek; and on August 19 Craig had temporarily 
occupied New Bern. John S. Watterson III, "The Ordeal of Governor Burke," 
NCHR, XLVIII (April, 1971), 100-103, hereinafter cited as Watterson, "The 
Ordeal of Governor Burke"; Lawrence Lee, The Lower Cape Fear in Colonial 
Days (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1965), 279, 

4 William Sharpe of Rowan County (1742-1818) served in several provincial 
congresses and as state Indian commissioner before beginning his two-year 
service in Congress in 1779. Although described as a democratic backcountry- 
man chosen to balance against eastern conservatives in the state's delegation 
at Philadelphia, Sharpe found the so-called conservative Samuel Johnston 
a most agreeable and cooperative colleague. Schmidt, "N.C. Delegates," 246- 
248; John H. Wheeler, Historical Sketches of North Carolina (Philadelphia: 
Lippincott, 2 volumes in one, 1851), II, 216. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Booth Aug. 25th. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you a letter this morning by the Governor. You would 
be disappointed however in a sight of Colo. Davie by his being 
detained to provide for Gen. Wayne's troops, and other reasons. 
I did not get here till an hour in the night, being kept at Court 
very busily all day. The Bill is found against Linton and the 
others, there being a very full attendance of Witnesses to day in 
consequence of some measures I took yesterday. Whether he can 
be tried or not this time is uncertain tho' I find two of the Men 
who were concerned in the shooting are still about Halifax, and 
have had proceedings taken to get them into custody. 

I thank you very kindly for your letter by Mr. Mackenzie.1 Mr. 
Hooper's still continuing so ill distresses me extremely. I wish 
to God your Brother was with him. Pray assure him of my most 
affectionate thoughts of him, and that I regret infinitely the 
painful necessity of my separation. I write to him this morning 
by the Governor.2 We have since heard the British were advanc- 
ing a little further on. They were last Wednesday at a place 
called Shadrack Allen's, 32 miles from Newbern. It is supposed 
they are coming to Tarborough, but nobody knows; however 
nothing could be more fortunate than Gen. Wayne's advance. 

You may be assured, my dearest Hannah, I will run no unnec- 
essary risques. I think Mr. Hooper's fears are without foundation, 
but Mr. Williams and myself will look to the right and left before 
we proceed. I apprehend now little from the British, and nothing 
at all from the Parties westward. But be assured I will do nothing 
but what in my opinion my honour really and not fantastically 
requires. 

The Governor is to be at Gen. Jones's at furtherest on Wednes- 
day. Have a long letter ready for him. I will not fail to write you 
by all opportunities. My anxiety about you is ever been extreme 
and tender. Compts. as in my letter of this morning. Adieu! and 
believe me ever most fervently and affectionately yours 

PS 

Jas Iredell 

.   Tell Mr. Hooper Col. Clark is in Halifax very well. I sent 



THE PAPERS OF JAMES IREDELL 279 

Alfred Moore his letter by Major Reed whom I saw to day, and 
gave him his own. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs Iredell Windsor." 

1 Not found. 
2 Not found. 

Jean Blair to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Windsor 26th [August, 1781] 

Your Uncle John has sent me down a horse which puts it in 
my power to send for you. I cannot get a horse in Windsor for 
Andrew and must be obliged to Mrs Dawson for the lent of one 
for him and I will send it down again in the evening or morning. 
I beg you would set out early in the morning that you may not 
be out in the Sun too long. I would write to Mrs. Dawson and so 
would your Aunt but the Governor and his Company have dined 
here and we have both been kept out with them till I have hardly 
time to scratch a line to you. Mr Hooper is getting better and 
I hope will soon be well tho' he has been in very great danger 
since your Uncle went away. I would send your Brother Sammy 
down to come up with you but he had a bad fever last night. 
Shall expect you early to morrow by ten o'clock at latest, but 
do not drive too fast. And make Andrew drive very carefully. 
Your Aunt joins me in love to Mrs Dawson and her family and 
yourself. Your Aunt thinks the sooner you come the better. Your 
Aunt Betsey has sent down two or three times to beg you would 
come and see her. Her Children are still sick. Betsy is just 
getting better of the flu. And Sammy your Uncle thought had 
a Bilious fever. Poor old Will was drowned last friday cross- 
ing at Sam William's. The Flatt Sunk in the Middle of the River. 
Every thing got safe to Shore but the poor old man. He will 
be a very great loss to your Uncle. I never heard of the Death 
of a Negroe that I was more concerned for. The Governor is to 
be here again on Wedsday. There is a young Gentleman with him 
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named Huske1 who formerly lived with Mr Hooper. I am my 
Dear Nelly Your afft Mother 

J. Blair 

The Governor is gone by Mr Polloks. He is a very agreeable man. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). The month and year are determined by JI's 
two letters to Hannah Iredell of August 25,1781, above. 

1 John Huske of Wilmington was Burke's secretary. Clark, State Records, 
543-544, 668. 

Samuel Johnston to Hannah Iredell 

Balgray Augt. 27th. 1781 

My Dear Hannah 

Nelly will inform you we are still at this place and in good 
health, tho Mrs. Johnston does not recover her Spirits so well 
as I could wish and dreads going home.1 I hope however to get 
over this evening or to morrow morning as the Vessel 1 with our 
goods is now passing over. I heard from Eden ton yesterday. 
Every body keeps well there, yet poor Mrs. Pearson is very ill. 
I went over yesterday to see her and prescribed for her. I have 
not heard from her to day but hope she is better. When you write 
to Mr. Iredell let him know I thank him for his Letter and will 
write to him as soon as I receive Mr. Sharp's Letter which Mr. 
Gilchrist has carried over the Sound. 

Present my love to our Sister and the Children. Let her know 
Billy was well on Saturday. I am, My Dear Sister Your Affec- 
tionate Brother 

Sam Johnston 

P.S. I enclose you two letters not knowing whether the persons 
to whom they are directed are in Town. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs Iredell at Windsor." 

1 Johnston, returning from Congress, had gone to Windsor, where his wife 
and children, the Blairs, and Mrs. Iredell were all staving. The Johnstons 
stopped at Balgray, the Pollok plantation, on their journey back to Eden- 
ton, to await the arrival of the boat with theirjpersonal effects. Mrs. Johnston 
was bereaved at the loss of her son Sammy. See William Hooper to JI, July 
13,1781, above. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wheeler's Aug. 28th. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

Our Court ended to day, but unhappily a day or two too late for 
me to have the pleasure of seeing you before I go to Hillsborough, 
which I had much wished and firmly determined to do if I had 
had but two days to spare. I am persuaded you need be under 
no apprehensions about my safety in proceeding to Hillsborough. 
The governor has ordered out all the Militia of Orange, and Gen. 
Wayne's march through the country will intimidate the Tories 
so that they dare attempt nothing. Whether we shall go to Salis- 
bury is uncertain. If we do we shall have a strong guard thither, 
and when there Colo. Davie tells me we shall be perfectly safe, 
for all Rowan (the County in which Salisbury stands) and 
Mecklenburgh which joins it are extremely well affected, and 
Zealously so. 

One of the Men concerned in the actual shooting of Quinn was 
tried yesterday, but in a great measure owing to the suppression 
of a most material part of the truth by a Rascal who was one of 
the accomplices, and swore differently to the Grand and the 
Petit Jury, he was not convicted. No other of the Principals being 
now to be got, there was a necessity to admitting Linton to Bail, 
which has been done. 

The Enemy burnt Genl. Bryan's Mill, and afterward one 
Longfield Cox's (and I do not know but their houses) and then 
turned again towards Cape Fear. They destroyed Salt, Rum, 
Rigging &c. in Newbern, but did I believe no other mischief. 
John Green, Cogdell, Ogden, and Haslin staid. I have heard of 
no other principal Persons that did. Mrs. Nash it is said was 
confined there by sickness. 

Tomorrow is the day Gen. Wayne is expected, but it is doubted 
if he can be here quite so soon. I hope to see him, and his fine body 
of Troops. 

I keep my health perfectly well, and hope in God you do. My 
head quarters have been here where I have received all possible 
kindness and civility. This opportunity is quite an unexpected 
one. Mr. W. Jones came in this evening on his way to the Indian 
woods, and as I dare say he intends going by daylight in the 
morning, I have no time to write to any but you and your Brother 
John,1 to whom I shall enclose this letter. Pray mention this to 



282 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

my dear Friend Hooper and beg him to excuse me. I shall cer- 
tainly write him before I leave this part of the Country. I am 
most anxious to hear about him, and pray to God it may be 
altogether favourably. Indeed I cannot prevail on myself to 
doubt it. It would make me too unhappy. Tell him Colo. Clark 
is perfectly well, and still at Halifax, and likely to be so for some 
days. Remember me also very affecty. to Mr. Smith, and apologize 
for me. I shall write to him also soon, your Brother, and C 
Johnson. 

My affectionate Compliments to your Sister. Love to the 
children, and pray remember me particularly to Nelly and Mrs. 
Dawson's Family. The only fault here is being sent to bed so 
early which obliges me to finish my letter. Adieu! my dear 
Hannah. Heaven bless you! I am ever Most affectionately, and 
unalterably yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. The Enemy certainly burnt Bryan's and Cox's houses. 
Compl. to Mrs. Charlton &c 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Windsor." 

1 Not found. 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Windsor 28th Augt 1781 

My dear friend. 

My fever continued after you left me with little or no inter- 
mission night or day—until almost exhausted I had recourse to 
my old friend laudanum.1 Of this I took an overdose which 
instead of quieting the agitated state of my nerves and composing 
me to sleep threw me into a delirium and for a few hours I bore 
about me strange symptoms of phrenzy. I did not sleep during 
the night of the extravagancies that crowded my brain, made 
my vigil most ineffably distressing. The evil at length however 
produced its own cure. The fever rose to a crisis, broke and an 
intermission was the consequence. Of this I have industriously 
availed myself and ply the bark from the dread of a return. I 
am still very weak but gather Strength hourly. 

Mrs. Iredell and Mrs. Blair have devoted themselves to bringing 
about my recovery and to them under God do I ascribe it that 
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it has been so soon effected. The business of the whole family 
seems to be to make me happy and every other concern is post- 
poned to the gratification of my wishes. My inclinations are all 
anticipated by the unbounded kindness of those about me. Mrs 
Iredell prepares and plies my bark with such tenderness and 
address that it looses all its bitterness. In a word, my dear friend, 
I am of twice the consequence I ever was and a thousand times 
more than I ever deserved to be. Thank God, you keep no accounts 
but on the Credit side of Benevolence. Were you to form a Debit 
what would become of me, an age of my endeavours would 
fall far short of discharging it. But I have still a charge against 
you that may help me out, which is the occasion I administer to 
you of indulging the darling passion of your soul by relieving 
the wants of your friends and alleviating the distresses of human- 
ity. Yes, Iredell, you have a conscience that will ever bear you 
up under the pressure of the most pungent calamity, and a heart 
like your's all alive to the misfortunes of others can never be 
wounded without the consolation of universal sympathy. May 
you never know real misfortune is a wish that can scarce be 
realized. May you never experience a calamity which you cannot 
find resources in yourself to brave and rise superiour to is the 
prayer of him who holds you dear to him as a brother, who has 
drawn your concerns near to himself and will ever feel for them 
as his own. 

Adieu my dear Sir, I earnestly wish that you may escape a 
fever during your Journey at this inclement season—Avoid the 
meridian sun and evening air. For yourself—For your family— 
for my sake take care of your health. With the most cordial 
affection and esteem I ever am Dear Iredell Ys 

Will Hooper 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Laudanum, according to eighteenth century usage, might be any prepara- 
tion that contained an opium base. It seems to have been taken mainly to 
relieve pain and induce sleep. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax Aug. 29. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you last night from Gen. Jones's by his Brother who 
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was going to the Indian Woods. We came to town this morning, 
and soon after I had the pleasure to receive your letter by the 
Governor1 which made me very happy, for I was most anxious 
and uneasy about Mr. Hooper, and I longed to hear from him and 
you. 

Colo. Clark is here at present, and as I find Mr. Hooper propos- 
ed coming up in a few days to see him I pressed the former very 
strongly to go to our house, as I am sure it would be dangerous 
for Mr. Hooper to come out soon, and I know you and your Sister 
would be very glad of the opportunity to show kindness to a Man 
every way worthy of being Mrs. Hooper's Brother. His conduct 
perserverance and losses as an Officer must highly endear him 
to every Friend of American liberty and virtue. 

Nothing can ever be more painful to me than to do any thing 
disagreeable to your inclinations, but my honour compels me 
to attend as far as the Judges do. In times of tranquility some 
liberties may be taken, but not in these. I believe our guard and 
Gen. Wayne's march will make us perfectly safe. Be assured I 
will attend to my own security as much as I can with honour. It 
will be uncertain if we shall go to Salisbury. 

As to the Governor and Mr. [Huske] going by Mr. Pollok's, 
if there be any blame I am not altogether or even principally 
answerable for it. Mr. Gilchrist mentioned it first and asked 
me about it, and I said, what surely I could not avoid, that I was 
persuaded it would give Mr. Pollok pleasure. I should be sorry 
if they thought me presuming enough to send any Persons there 
upon my invitation. And Mr. Gilchrist's conduct I really think 
very extraordinary, for I understood he was to accompany them. 

I did not know Nelly was to return so soon. Give my love to 
her most tenderly. I thank her for her intention to write, and 
would write to her if I had time, but I really have not. Be pleased 
also to remember me most affectionately to your Sister. She will 
forgive, I hope, the liberty I have taken in inviting Colo. Clark. 
His worth is so great every body ought to be eager to testify 
their sense of it! After all I know not whether this will reach 
you immediately, for Nance Bond who carries it is to follow the 
route of Dudley which is uncertain. 

Adieu! my dear Hannah—give my love and compliments at 
your discretion, and believe me most faithfully and affectionately 
yours. 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Peter is very well. 

P.S.  I did speak to Mr. Hooper about bringing his Son down but 
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he thought Hillsborough more healthy. I wish he would permit 
me now [to] Speak to him urgently about it. The warm weather 
by that time will be perhaps in a great measure over. 

I wish you would speak to your Brother (John) about Ryan if 
he does not soon pay the money. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor Aug. 29th. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

I just write this letter to introduce Colo. Clark to you, hoping 
he will be the bearer of it. Be sure to show him all possible civility. 
He is very worthy of it, and I have invited him strongly, for he 
and Mr. Hooper had a most anxious desire to see each other—and 
as I think it improper the latter should go out so soon I have 
pressed Colo. Clark to go to him. 

I wrote you last night and this morning. God bless you. I am 
ever yours most affectionately. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Elk Marsh Aug. 30th. 1781 

My dearest Hannah, 

The Governor coming rather sooner than we expected we are 
thus far on our way to Hillsborough, and shall leave this pres- 
ently. I wrote to you yesterday by N. Bond from Halifax in a 
great hurry, but it was uncertain whether he would go by Winton 
or Dukinfield. I have pressed Colo. Clark very much to go and 
see Mr. Hooper, and spend a few days with him at our house. I 
was sure I could take this liberty with propriety in respect to 
him, for he is one of the most valuable and respectable of Men, 
and deserving of the highest attention for his uncommon personal 
merit and services to his Country. I wrote a line of introduction 
to you and your Sister by him if he should go. 
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I retain my health perfectly well. Our danger I believe will 
be very little, as we shall be well guarded, and Gen. Wayne's 
advance will intimidate the Tories. 

I wrote by Bond to your Brother, Mr. Hooper, and C. Johnson.1 

Mr. Hooper's letter I inclosed to you. As it is uncertain if Colo. 
Clark may not come down I wish you would stay some short time 
in expectation of it. But not long, or so as to make it disagreeable 
to you. I inclose a letter for Mr. Hooper I forgot to send sooner. 

Pray let me hear from you if possible, and take the best care 
of your health. Of my care be assured. Give my love to your Sister 
and the children. I will steal a bit of this paper to scribble a line 
to Nelly. Adieu! my dearest Hannah, and believe me in truth, 
with entire affection Ever yours 

Jas Iredell 

Remember me most affecty. to Mrs. Dawson's Family. 

P.S. An acquaintance of Mr. Hooper's, Mr. Clark, talked of going 
to see him. If he should, be civil to him. He is a very good sort 
of a Man. 

To Miss Blair. 

My dear Nelly, 

I have only time to tell you that I love you most tenderly, and 
am ever most anxious about you. I thank you for your intention 
to write to me, though you could not accomplish it. Be well and 
be happy till my return, when I shall have the greatest pleasure 
in telling you how much I am your truly affectionate 

J.I. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs Iredell Windsor." 

1 None found. 

James Iredell to Thomas Burke 

Halifax County Aug. 30th. 1781 

Sir, 

I beg leave to acquaint your Excellency, that a Bill of Indict- 
ment was found at a Court of Sessions of the Peace, Oyer and 
Terminer, and General Gaol Delivery lately held for this District, 
against two Persons (among others)  named Henry Gray and 
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Peter Brinckley, who as I am informed went out in the twelve 
months service from this County under Colo. Ashe, and are now 
I believe serving under Major General Greene. 

I am, with great respect, Sir, Your Excellency's Most humble 
and most obedient Servant 

Jas. Iredell    Att. Genl. 

RC (Rush Rhees Papers, UR). Addressed "His Excellency Thomas Burke, 
Governor &c. &c. Halifax." Endorsed "Report of Indicted Soldiers August 
30th. 1781. Wrote to Genl. Greene." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Colo. Williams's, Granville, Sept. 3d. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

My last letter to you was from Colo. McCulloch's, which I 
wrote last Thursday. Judge Williams and myself left it that 
after noon, and reached this his most hospitable and agreeable 
house the next evening. I regretted by my coming away so soon 
my having possibly lost an opportunity of seeing Gen. Wayne 
and his Troops, but it seemed generally thought they would not 
be at Halifax for two or three days and I hated upon such an 
uncertainty to quit agreeable company and impose upon myself 
[a journey] without rest to Hillsborough. [We] yesterday were 
most agreeably surprised at information that a French Fleet 
consisting of 16 Sail of the line had arrived in Virginia, and that 
Gen. Wayne had halted in order to co-operate with the Marquis 
against Lord Cornwallis who was pushing to the Southward.1 

The Marquis has wrote to the governor to have his passage 
opposed at Roanoke at all events; that he should keep upon his 
right flank, and hoped to bring him to action. He writes, I am 
told, in high spirits and with a good deal of sanguineness. The 
Governor is now at Halifax so I have this only at second-hand, 
but from Persons I am sure I can rely upon. 

Our affairs in South Carolina and Georgia are on a most 
agreeable footing. The Enemy have no footing in those countries 
but at Charlestown and Savannah, and the spot which their main 
army occupies at Orangeburgh and its environs (about 70 or 80 
miles above Charlestown) where they get no rest night or day, 
Marion, Sumpter and Lee and occasionally Washington, con- 
tinually  hanging  about  them  and  harrasing them,   for their 
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Cavalry is almost entirely destroyed. A short time ago 30 of our 
Horse attacked 50 of their Dragoons, killed two or three and 
brought off the rest Prisoners. Their Infantry I believe is pretty 
strong, but they have met with so much difficulty in getting 
supplies that they have already moved much lower down than 
they were, and it is expressed they will soon go still nearer, if 
not entirely to Charlestown. 

Greene is encamped on a [fine situation] upon the high Hills 
of Santee, about 110 miles from [Charleston. He very] unfor- 
tunately is not very strong, or able to effect great things at 
present, but I am told he had a great scheme in agitation which 
he hoped to be in a condition to execute soon. The Inhabitants 
in general are most friendly, and most cordially attached to his 
Army. Gen. Leslie, it is said, has lately arrived at Charlestown 
to take the command, but carried no troops with him. 

The reign of the Tories I believe will be soon over. We hear 
there is a Body of them about Cross Creek, but a much larger 
body of Whigs was advancing against them, and the Whigs in 
general were turning out with great spirit. The Governor also 
whenever he is in a condition to act with all the vigor he wishes 
will disconcert them very much by offering pardon to all who 
maybe supposed to have adhered to them from fear and in con- 
sequence of the distraction of the times, merely in terror for their 
Persons and Property, and who shall within a limited time join 
our Militia in arms. His intention has already spread abroad, 
and he has received applications and assurances in consequence 
which promise him the happiest effects from such a Measure. The 
Leaders will then probably be left to suffer deservedly by 
themselves. 

We have little reason therefore to be afraid of any attempts 
from them, but shall however have an escort of 25 or 30 Men to 
conduct us to Hillsborough (for which place we are to set off 
tomorrow) and when there shall have a formidable guard. At 
Salisbury our danger will be still less. 

[. . .] and Mr. Hooper, and [. . .] some other of my friends 
[. . .] there be any opportunity. Pray mention me most affection- 
ately to them, Mrs. Johnston and the children, Mrs. Dawson's 
Family, your Sister's &c. I don't think I shall have time to 
scribble a line to Nelly, but beg her to be assured I hold her 
always most tenderly in my remembrance. If you see Mr. Hooper 
desire him not to impute my not writing to him to neglect, and 
acquaint him and my other Friends with the news, tho' most of it 
I dare say has reached them. 
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If you have any opportunity I intreat you to write me. If you 
direct any early letter to the care of "Colo. Robert Burton 
Granville,"2 and get it safely conveyed to some careful Person 
at Halifax, it will probably reach me. 

I intend to inclose this to Mr. MacKenzie to whom I have 
occasion to write about some inquiries he asked me to make con- 
cerning Tory Kello who last lived near Hillsborough, and is now 
deservedly a Prisoner in the Northward. Mr. M. is interested to 
know the condition of his property, about which I can now give 
him some but not full information. 

I shall not fail to write you from Hillsborough. Afterwards it 
may be difficult till my return. I shall be most anxious and uneasy 
about you for fear of your getting sick, so for God's sake take all 
possible care of yourself. As for myself I hope to return as well 
and as hearty as I usually do, till which most desirable time 
believe me, my dear Hannah, with inexpressible tenderness and 
the greatest truth, Most entirely and affectionately yours. 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Peter is  very well.  Remember me most affecty.  to your 
Brother John and his family. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 French Admiral de Grasse entered Chesapeake Bay on August 30, 1781, 
word of which reached Governor Burke on September 2. Burke did not learn 
until September 5, two days after JI, that Wayne would not bring aid to 
North Carolina because of the anticipated climax to the campaign in Virginia. 
Watterson, 'The Ordeal of Governor Burke," 103-104. 

2 Colonel Robert Burton, who saw extended service during the war, was 
later a member of the Council of State and a delegate to the Continental 
Congress; he married the daughter of Judge John Williams. McRee, Iredell, 
I, 540 n; Clark, State Records, especially Volumes XVIII-XX. 

William Hooper to Hannah Iredell 

Cuffnell's, Friday [ca. September 7, 1781] 

Dear Madam 

I rode so briskly hither last evening that I suffered no incon- 
venience from the falling of the dews; but, alas! greater evils 
were reserved for me. A hot supper, backed with all the eloquence 
and importunity of a lady, was a temptation that set all my virtu- 
ous resolutions afloat. I saw, I tasted, I eat; a fever was the conse- 
quence, and I am not yet relieved from it. I do not, however, 
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derive much consolation from the prop which Mr. Smith wishes 
to rest upon in sickness—that he deserved it. Like most modest 
sinners, however, I have vowed never to lapse again; and like 
them, whilst I am sick, I am very sincere. At all events, this shall 
be a day of fasting if not of prayer; and I will be penitent as long 
as any man with a good appetite can safely promise—as long 
as I can. I put the best foot foremost, and assure the good family 
that I am very well; but I have every now and then some sad 
remembrance of my indiscretion. Oh gruel, how I reverence 
you! I found myself more fatigued with my short ride last evening 
than I apprehended would have been the case; I hope, however, 
that to-morrow, or next day, or whenever else you shall be dis- 
posed to set off for Dukinfield, I shall be in readiness to accompany 
you. I beg you to make my horses and servants convenient to 
you, and I shall think myself honored with being permitted to 
be your escort. I beg you to present my most respectful compli- 
ments to Mrs. Blair, and to assure her that her humane, kind, 
and polite attention to me during my late indisposition merits 
and has my warmest and most grateful acknowledgments, and 
has made an impression upon my mind that no change of time 
or circumstances can alter or efface. I want words, dear madam, 
to express what I owe to you and my dear friend your husband. 
May heaven shower its best blessings on you, and make you 
happy as my wishes! Pray make my compliments to Miss Nelly 
and Miss Peggy, and my good Cumming, &c, and believe me to 
be, dear madam, with the most sincere and grateful sense of your 
manifold acts of kindness to me, Your most obliged and obedient 
humble servant, 

Will. Hooper 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 510-511). The date is only an approximation, 
based on the knowlege that Hooper had spent part of August, 1781, with 
Jean Blair and Hannah Iredell at Windsor as he struggled to regain his 
health. The letter itself indicates that he intended to stay in the area for the 
time being. He was with the Johnstons at Hayes on September 14, 1781, and 
had been there for several days. See JI to Hannah Iredell, August 25, 30, 
September 3, 1781; Hooper to JI, August 28, 1781, above; Samuel Johnston 
to Hannah Iredell, September 14,1781, below. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Granville Sept. 11th. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

I have the greatest pleasure in again taking up my pen to 
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write to you. The day after I came here (which you must excuse 
my concealing in my last letter, thinking it would soon go off) I 
was attacked with a most severe fit of the ague and fever, which 
returned upon me, and almost each time with increased violence, 
every other day for a week. I was unfortunate enough not to have 
the proper Remedies at hand, but Mrs. Burke most obligingly 
furnished me with Tarter, and prepared it for me. Three different 
days I took it, besides a purgative, and three or four doses of 
bark which was all I could at first command, and these shook the 
disorder almost entirely off. I have since completed my cure by 
means of some bark Mr Adam Boyd1 (whom Mrs. Blair saw at 
Windsor) obligingly gave me. I don't remember my ever being 
worse. During the greatest part of the time my fevers lasted my 
head distressed me exceedingly, and I was a considerable part 
of the time delirious. My stomach also continually sick. I was 
very fortunate however in my situation. Mr. and Mrs. Williams 
behaved to me with the utmost degree of tenderness and kindness, 
of which they could not have shown more had I been their own 
Son. I wanted for nothing that could possibly be provided for me, 
and they took pains to borrow for my convenience. Mrs. Burke 
also was very kind and attentive, as well as the Governor during 
a little while he stayed, and he expressed (tho' not to me) his 
regret that necessary business called him away, and prevented 
his attention to my recovery which otherwise he would most 
willingly have bestowed. My last severe fever was on Friday. 
Sunday I had a very little, but not enough to be down. Today 
(Tuesday) I have none at all. This disorder stopped my jaunt 
to Hillsborough, and I don't yet feel strong and hearty enough 
to go to Salisbury, so I have declined that disagreeable journey 
also. In the mean time I am here in excellent quarters, wishing 
most earnestly to hear from you, even more (which is a great deal 
for a Politician to say) than to know what Gen. Washington is 
doing in Virginia, for it is certain from a letter from Gov. Nelson 
to Gov. Burke, that he was on his way there, and we are told an 
extraordinary cannonade that was heard distinctly, and almost 
shook the earth in this neighborhood last Wednesday (the 5th. 
Inst.) was on account of his going on board the French Fleet. 
What a sight! The French Fleet, I believe, certainly consist of 
27 Ships of the line, and brought with them at least 3,000 land 
forces, and we are told also a great quantity of arms. The French 
Troops from the Northward and some Continentals were to come 
to the Southward with Gen. Washington. Cornwallis is fluttering 
about somewhere in Virginia, but we don't know exactly where, 
tho' People confidently say it is still at York. The Governor is 
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at Hillsborough, so that the news flies by us without out catching 
any. He is indicating a grand scheme against the Tories, the 
particulars of which I don't know, and means I believe to head 
the Militia in person. His place of residence is in the Town of 
Hillsborough, and Mrs. Burke is to go up there in a short time. 

It is my intention to stay here and in this neighbourhood till 
the time of Hillsborough Superior Court, which begins the 1st. 
day of Oct. I heartily wish I could venture to go home first, but 
the Sun is so extremely hot that I should endanger a relapse by 
it, and my stay at any rate must be very short, which would be 
greatly mortifying. I thank God however, I am in a way of hear- 
ing frequently from you if you will be kind enough to improve the 
opportunity. Inclose your letters to "Robert Burton Esqr Gran- 
ville" and direct this outside cover to him. "to the care of Colo. 
Nicholas Long, Halifax." They keep Expreses continually passing 
to and fro, and Colo. Burton lives within hollow of his Father 
in Law. 

You will please to remember me most affectionately to Mrs. 
Dawson and Family, and assure them how gratefully and kindly 
I ever think of them. Give my best respects to Mr. and Mrs. 
Pollok. Say every thing respectful and tender for me to your 
Brother and his Family, and tell him I shall have frequent 
opportunities from here, and will write to him soon. You will 
not fail to give my love in the tenderest and strongest manner 
to my dear Penny and Gaby. I must desire also my very affec- 
tionate remembrance to Mr. Hooper, to whom I wish earnestly to 
write but have it not in my power now, and beg him to excuse me. 
I have not heard from his Son, but hope to do so soon. If you see 
Mr. Smith or Mr. Johnson present them with my respects and 
tell them I will write them soon. 

Having dispatched all these Compliments I now come to 
express the fervent sentiments of my soul, that I think of you my 
dear Hannah, often and most anxiously, that I pray for the con- 
tinuance of your health which I earnestly intreat you to attend 
to, and that I am, with unutterable tenderness, as well as the 
greatest truth. Your most faithful and affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

Sept. 12. One half of this letter I write to day, and knowing how 
anxious you will be about me, I have the satisfaction to assure 
you I feel myself grow stronger every day. Peter is very well and 
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attended me during my illness with the greatest tenderness and 
care. 

J.I. 

I have not had a single letter from you or anyone since those 
by the Gov. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Adam Boyd, first a Presbyterian minister and later an Anglican clergy- 
man, published the Cape-Fear Mercury at Wilmington before the Revolution. 
Durward T. Stokes, "Adam Boyd, Publisher, Preacher, and Patriot," NCHR, 
XLIV (Winter, 1972), 1-12. 

Samuel Johnston to Hannah Iredell 

Hayes Sept. 14th. 1781 

My Dear Hannah 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your Letter by J. Gray 
and likewise one by Mr. Allen, both of which gave me great 
pleasure except that part where you suppose I might be offended 
with you. How could [you] suppose me so unreasonable? I can- 
not charge my memory with a single action of your life that ever 
gave me a moments uneasiness much less offence. It has always 
been my pride and chief pleasure to see and promote your happi- 
ness by every means in my power, and of late it has been no small 
addition to a number of other Mortifications and Misfortunes 
which have befallen me, that I have not had it in my power to do 
it more effectually. Mr. Hooper and Colo. Clark have been so 
obliging to spend a few days with us. They talk of going over to 
morrow or next day. I write today that I may not lose the earliest 
opportunity of rectifying your error. We are all pretty well in 
health at present. So is every one in the Town and Neighbourhood 
except Chas. Johnson who has had a touch of the Gout but is 
recovering. Poor John Lowther died a few days ago after a very 
long illness. 

Billy Blair was here till yesterday. I mist him at Dinner. I 
fancy he has got a Birth on board Capt. Sawyer. He told me he 
expected it. I am afraid it will be some time before you see Mr. 
Iredell as there is some talk of his going to Salisbury. If the 
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Success of the Armies of America and France now in Virginia 
is in any measure Adequate to our present prospects I shall hope 
that the War will soon be removed at so great a distance from 
us that there will be no danger in your returning to your own 
House. 

I am grown a very industrious planter. I go to bed very early 
and am always up before the Sun. I use a great deal of exercise 
all day and avoid reading and thinking as much as possible and 
hope soon to arrive to that degree of Stupidity and insensibility 
which I begin to think can only make people happy, for I have 
long observed that the greatest fools have not only the most 
pleasure in life but are generally as much respected and have a 
greater share of good fortune than men of the best understanding. 
It will always give me great pleasure to hear from you, and tho 
I should not write to you as often as I ought to do, pray attribute 
to any other reason than that of my being offended with you. 
Mrs. Johnston and Children desire their love to you. We should be 
all happy to see you here. I am ever with the most sincere Esteem 
My dear Sister Your Affectionate Brother 

Sam Johnston 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs Iredell at Windsor." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Granville Sept. 16th. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you two or three days ago, acquainting you of my having 
been sick here, but then being recovered, and I thank God I still 
continue perfectly well. My sickness I at the time deemed a great 
misfortune, but I consider it far otherwise now, for in all human 
probability, nothing else prevented Colo. Williams and myself 
sharing a very melancholy fate which now attends the Governor. 
On Wednesday morning last about 7 o'clock a large Body of 
Tories, supposed to amount to 400, under Fanning and McNeil, 
entered Hillsborough, and with very little loss from the fire of an 
inconsiderable guard, got possession of the Governor, Colo. Reade, 
Mr. Huske, Colo. Lytle, and a number of other Persons. Lytle, tho' 
a Prisoner on parole, was hacked and cut by Fanning in a most 
cruel manner. The Persons of the others do not appear to have 
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been ill used. They continued in town till two rifling and plunder- 
ing, and doing a good deal of mischief, and then carried off their 
Prisoners and Booty, making even the Governor walk on foot. 
During the time they were in town they released all the Prisoners 
that were in Goal, put arms in their hands, and turned the guard 
into their places. Some were killed in attempting to make their 
escape, and it is said three or four of the Tories were killed by the 
Guard's fire. Two of the Men at first came to Mr. Hogg's house, 
and insulted and abused him a good deal, and robbed him of his 
watch and buckles, and made him deliver up his keys, but he 
afterwards obtained a Centinel to be placed at his house, and he 
suffered upon the whole little other loss than that of his watch. 
We have since have had an imperfect account of the rear guard of 
those Rascals being attacked and routed with great loss by about 
150 Men under Colo. Mebane (a most spirited Continental Officer). 
The Tories were far more numerous, but they nevertheless lost 
almost all their horses, guns, and plunder they brought from 
Hillsborough. Seven of our Men were killed, the number of 
wounded uncertain, but among these Colo. Lutrell was shot thro' 
the body, tho' it is thought he may possibly recover. The rest of 
the Tories (supposed to amount to about 200) were with the 
Prisoners two miles in front. Every effort was making to bring 
on a successful attack, and God grant such a one may have taken 
place! The Action was near Deep River about 40 miles from 
Hillsborough a little above Ramsay's mills. 

The weather has been exceptionally bad for some days and 
still continues so, so that I could not have attempted travelling; 
and Mr. Williams is now so ill that I cannot in common humanity 
leave him till I see him better. His disorder is much worse than 
mine, and rather of the remitting than the intermitting kind. 
Never shall I forget the kindness I have received here. Nothing 
could have exceeded it unless it might be the readiness with which 
it was bestowed. As soon as possible I shall leave this, and go 
immediately in search of you. In the meantime, believe that I am 
here perfectly secure. 

I have not time to write to a single Soul besides. Give my love 
and compliments where due, and be assured I am ever, my dear 
Hannah, Yours most affectionately 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

Editorial Note: The capture of Governor Thomas Burke was apparently 
to have been part of a general plan of British Major James Craig and his 
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chief Tory lieutenant, David Fanning, to take important patriot leaders. 
Already they had seized Cornelius Harnett and John Ashe, both of whom 
had died from maltreatment. As JI notes, during their flight Fanning's party 
was attacked by state militia units. Fanning's second-in-command, Colonel 
Hector McNeil, was killed, and Fanning himself was so badly wounded that 
his men left him hidden in a wooded area as they continued on to Wilmington 
with their prisoners. For a time Burke remained in Wilmington, kept with 
his aide John Reid in a house isolated from other American captives. Later 
he was removed to a location near Charleston, South Carolina. Convinced, 
apparently with good reason, that he stood a strong chance of being assas- 
sinated by hostile Tories, Burke decided to escape, despite his promise to 
make no such attempt in return for certain favors accorded him. Burke, how- 
ever, justified his subsequent successful flight on the grounds that British 
General Alexander Leslie in Charleston had ignored his pleas for effective 
protection. Watterson, "The Ordeal of Thomas Burke," 105-110; Clark, State 
Records, XV, 651-652. For the role of Fanning, see David Fanning, The 
Narrative of David Fanning (New York: Reprinted for Joseph Sabin, 1865). 

Archibald Maclaine to James Iredell 

Sampson Hall1 21st. Sept. 1781 

Dear Sir 

I have already made some attempts to convey you a letter, but 
from the public confusion have always been disappointed. 

The present month seems big with events of importance—Corn- 
wallis surrounded with powerful armies and a large fleet, and 
Washington it is asserted on his march to Virginia. I cannot 
conceive how the seige, or even Blockade of N York should be 
maintained if the General is in reality left it with 5,000 french 
troops. What is left appears to me inadequate to any purpose of 
that kind, and I should think the fleet would not venture to en- 
counter the equinoctial storms, in a place so much exposed as 
that wherein it was stationed. 

For want of the arms which have been so long expected, the 
tories in this district, and the more western counties, have in- 
creased considerably. In truth it is rather for want of good officers. 
Mr Slingsby (Mr DuBois's brother-in-law) who had accepted of 
the command of Bladen and Brunswick counties, and was at the 
head of a considerable number of tories, was lately surprised, and 
routed at Elizabeth town. In this action we had only one man 
wounded, but it is thought dangerously. Killed, wounded and 
taken of the enemy, 19. Slingsby since dead of his wounds. Several 
of another party have been since taken; but the intelligence which 
we have just received, of the Governor being taken at Hillsborough 
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may give a fatal turn to our affairs. As this is now the tenth day 
since it happened, you may probably have heard of it. The town 
of Hillsborough was plundered, and the tories retreated with the 
Governor, and it is said about 100 continental soldiers, and several 
officers, to some place near Lindly's mill. The paroled officers 
were taken, and Col. Lyttle much wounded tho' he was unarmed. 
Whilst their horses were tied in a thicket, and their plunder dis- 
played in an old field, two of the opposite parties met and engaged, 
which occasioned a smart action of the whole under Butler and 
Mabin; and tho' we wanted ammunition, kept the field with 
clubed muskets. The tories fled, leaving their horses and plunder, 
but in the begining of the action had sent off their prisoners 
under a guard through Guildford. MacNeil killed, and Fanning's 
left arm broken. Many of these particulars are from Abs. Tatum, 
who had been taken, and escaped in a dark night, and was got to 
Mr. Rand's. The prisoners are pursued by 200 of our horse, and 
expresses sent to way-lay the passes; but Brown of Bladen has 
few men, and the tories about him are numerous. Kenan does 
nothing in this country. 

As there is an opportunity to New Bern, I would not omit 
writing to you, though I want spirits even to move. I have lost my 
only surviving son in Wilmington, and considering the situation 
of my daughter, may justly say that I am bereft of all my children. 
But though all hopes of future happiness in this life is cut off, 
I have still a heart left for my suffering country. The tyranny 
under which this part of the country groans, is to be attributed 
as much to the malice, and self-interested views of the newly 
converted loyalists, as to the avarice of the british officers. To such 
base motives I am indebted for my never-to-be recovered losses. 

Though I have reason to believe Mr Hooper is in your part of the 
country, I have not wrote to him. If he should be there, this will 
serve equally as well. Remember me affectionately to him, and 
present my complimints to Mr Johnston and his family, Mr and 
Mrs Pollok &c. 

I am with best respects to Mrs Iredell and your family Dear 
Sir very sincerely yours 

A Maclaine 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Sampson Hall in Duplin County, in the southeastern part of the state, 
was the home of Colonel John Sampson, a member of the Council of State 
and the son of a former royal councillor. Powell, N.C. Gazetteer, 436; Price, 
" 'Men of Good Estates,' " 79; Clark, State Records, XIII, 737, XIV, 84. 
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Jasper Charlton to James Iredell 

[September 21, 1781] 

Dear Sir 

Your obliging Favour this Moment received,1 hath made me 
exceedingly happy. I have long trembled for your Fate, and my 
Apprehensions on the Score of your Danger, were much multi- 
plied when I heard of the Governors Captivity. I confess I rejoice 
with yourself, Mrs. Iredell and your worthy Connections at your 
very opportune Sickness, which hath at least freed you from the 
Insults of a capricious if not a cruel Enemy, and I seriously hope 
that Ease and a Sight of your Lady and Friends will soon restore 
you to perfect Health. 

The Loss of Governor Burke at this critical and momentous 
Time I have truely deplored, from an Idea that his Head and Heart 
bore a very sincere Attachment to this State. God grant that his 
Escape may have been effected in the manner related by Major 
Tatem to Colo Burton. I could have wished in your Letter you 
had afforded me your own private Opinion in Respect to the 
Authenticity of that Report, altho' upon Reflextion as you Say 
nothing in Confutation of it. I take it for granted, you believe viz. 
I view with true Anguish of Mind, and every Mark of Pity, the 
deplorable Condition of the Southern and Western Parts of this 
State, but I hope the vigorous Exertions of General Butler, and 
Colonel Meban will soon put an Issue to their Inhabitants af- 
fliction. The Prospect to the Northward brightens, as you will 
perceive by Mr. Paynes Letter to me received by Mr Finds 
Yesterday. 

Mrs Charlton and myself, will be made extremely happy could 
you make your Route to Edenton by the Way of Cuffnells. I hope 
your Desire of visiting that Place will not deprive us of that 
Pleasure, and that the Law of Convenience may yield to a more 
superior one, That of Friendship. 

Mrs. Charlton joins me in respectful Compliments to you and 
Mrs. Iredell, and I assure you that I am most truely and Affection- 
ately Dear Sir Your Friend and Obedt hble Servt 

Jasper Charlton 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Date taken from McRee, Iredell, I, 548. 

Not found. 
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Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

September 24th 1781 

Dear Sir 

I received your Letter of Yesterday this Evening1 and am very 
sorry your indisposition continues so inveterate. I will pay 
particular Attention to what you say respecting Gardiner's Suit 
against Savage. 

We have an account in Town to day, which is said to come from 
General Huger, of an action between General Greene and the 
British Army, the event of which was favourable to the former 
who Routed the Enemy and pursued them six Miles when they 
secured themselves from total ruin by entering and taking pos- 
session of a large Brick House. They lost 250 killed on the field of 
Battle, 450 wounded and 150 taken prisoners. This Victory was 
purchased at the expense of 250 killed and wounded among whom 
are a number of Valuable Officers, a list of whom I have seen but 
being a Stranger to most of them I do not now recollect their 
names. Capts Goodman, Goodwin, and Porterfield of this State 
are among the Slain, Colo. Howard of Maryland among the 
Wounded. It is said to have happened at the Congaree on the 8th 
Instant.2 

By Mr. Sharpe's Letter, which you was so obliging as to forward 
dated the 4th Instant, I learn that the Commander in Chief had 
raised the Siege of New York and ordered all the French Troops 
and Three Thousand Continentals under the Command of General 
Lincoln to Virginia. These Troops had actually passed thro 
Philadelphia the 3d and are undoubtedly arrived in Virg. Colo. 
Laurens had arrived at Philadelphia by the way of Boston at 
which last place had likewise arrived a large supply of Arms, 
Stores and Cloathing and some Cash which had obtained from our 
good friend and Ally the King of France. 

No foreign News except that the British have suffered very 
greatly in the East Indies and that ten Sail of the Line with eight 
thousand land forces had sailed from Cadiz on a Secret Expedition 
supposed to have gone against Minorca. Reports of the day, that 
General Clinton has evacuated New York—that the British have 
left Wilmington &c. 

This is sent by a Conveyance so very uncertain that I don't care 
to send my letters to the ladies by it, which I hope they will believe 
is a true reason and not an evasion. Present my love to Mrs. 
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McKenzie, my Sisters and the Children. Penny complains a little. 
I am a good deal indisposed this evening and am just going to 
bed in hopes of being better in the morning. I shall hope to have 
the pleasure of seeing you soon. In the meantime believe me My 
dear Sir Your Affectionate Brother 

Sam Johnston 

P.S. You will be good enough to forward this letter to my Brother 
if you think any thing in it will be news to him. I had just sent 
the newspapers to Mr. Pollok or I would have inclosed them 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "James Iredell Esquire Windsor." 

1 Not found. 
2 Johnston offers a generally accurate account of the Battle of Eutaw 

Springs. See Theodore Thayer, Nathanael Greene: Strategist of the American 
Revolution (New York: Twayne, 1960), 375-380, hereinafter cited as Thayer, 
Greene. See also William Hooper to Jl, October 1, 1781, below. 

Samuel Johnston to James Iredell 

Hayes Oct. 1st. 1781 

Dear Sir 

I had the pleasure of receiving your Letter yesterday and am 
very happy to hear that you have entirely conquered your ague 
and fever and that we shall soon see you and my Sister here. 
Reports from the Camp are that upon Genl Washington's sending 
a summons to Genl Ld. Cornwallis to surrender, the latter 
demanded 20 days, the former agreed to ten which was accepted; 
the term expired yesterday. That Genl Clinton had embarked ten 
thousand men on board transports but had not sailed, his desti- 
nation uncertain. This intelligence comes by a Stranger, a French- 
man and of course but little credited. He add, further that General 
Washington has got possession of an advantageous eminence near 
the Enemy's lines. 

Remember me properly to the Families at Eden House and 
Balgray. I hear Penny has got a new Admirer. My love to my 
Sister and believe me with the most sincere Regard and Esteem 
Dear Sir Your Affectionate Brother 

Sam Johnston 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "James Iredell Esquire at Eden 
House." 
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William Hooper to James Iredell 

Octl [1781] Halifax 

My dear Sir 

Immediately upon my arrival at Genl Jones' I devoted myself 
to an enquiry as to the particulars of the late engagement to the 
Southward, and was fortunate enough to obtain from Col Davy's 
recollection; who had seen a letter from Mr Pendleton Aid de 
Camp to Genl Green wrote upon the field of battle after the 
engagement, information which at that time was satisfactory to 
me. Since that Col Ashe who was in the action has arrived from 
camp and has given me occasion in some circumstances to vary, 
and in many to add to the first representation. It affords me the 
highest satisfaction that I can afford you an account of this 
engagement the most bloody that has happened this war, to which 
you may almost in every particular give the most implicit credit. 

Green had for some time before been encamped on the high hills 
of Santee which are about 30 miles from Camden below it, and 
30 miles above Nelsons ferry—when he made a movement with 
his whole army to Manigault's ferry a few miles above Nelsons. 
The British who were posted at Nelsons in consequence of this 
movement fell down to monks corner, but again returned towards 
Nelsons ferry, upon finding that Genl Green did not advance. This 
last movement of the British inducing a suspicion that they 
intended to make an attempt to cross at Nelsons, G. G. ordered the 
legion to be thrown over to be in readiness to obstruct their prog- 
ress. But the Militia assembling in great numbers on the opposite 
side and having evinced their intentions by taking prisoners 20 
of the British who first landed on the < opposite> shore the Brit- 
ish declined the further prosecution of their design and returned 
to the Eutaw Springs 6 miles from Genl Green's encampment. On 
the morning of the 8th of Sept Genl Green marched from his 
encampment and very soon afterwards the advance of his army 
was engaged with a foraging party of the British. The front line 
of our army was composed of Genl Marion's Regt, Genl Sumpter's 
(then commanded by Col Henderson) the North Carolina Militia, 
the Legion, and Gen Pickens corps and were engaged very gen- 
erally about IV2 miles from the Eutaw Springs. The South Caro- 
lina troops on the left commanded by Pickens and chiefly British 
Patrol men behaved well, broke and rallied often and formed again. 
The North Carolina Militia on the right behaved much better than 
usually but the shameful conduct of Col Farmer (Ruthy's hus- 
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band) who headed them damped their spirits and lessened the 
execution which might otherwise have been expected from them. 
The Second line composed of the North Carolina Brigade on the 
right, Virginians on the left and Marylanders in the center ad- 
vanced the action. Sumner's Brigade was first engaged; the 
Virginians on the left succeeded and a most heavy firing continued 
for about two hours. The South Carolinians being ordered to form 
in the Second line with the Virginians kept up so heavy and well 
directed a fire, that immediately upon the Virginians being order- 
ed to charge with Bayonets, the Enemy entirely broke in that 
quarter; The Marylanders and North Carolinians at the same 
time pressed on to charge, the whole of the Enemy then broke and 
retreated with the greatest precipitation. Our army pursued them 
thro' their encampment to a farm at some small distance, when 
the Enemy possessing themselves of a strong brick house and 
some farm houses near it again formed and put themselves in a 
posture of opposition. Genl Green did not think it prudent to attack 
them thus advantageously posted, but returned to his encampment 
which he had left in the morning. The Enemy had 700 killed and 
wounded, 527 were made prisoners amongst which (the last) 16 
are Capt's and Subalterns. Our whole loss in killed, wounded and 
missing are 523; 72 of which only are missing.1 Col Washington 
unfortunately is wounded and is a prisoner; as it may be some 
satisfaction to you to know what gave occasion to this unfortunate 
event, I will mention to you the Circumstances as we have them 
from Col Ashe. Col Washington in the beginning of the action was 
ordered to take post on the right wing to act as a Corps of obser- 
vation and to act when and where occasion should prompt. Lee 
was ordered on the left to cover the militia and raw troops from 
the Enemys horse and any close pressure from their veteran 
troops. Some time after the Action a prodigious clamor arose from 
that quarter where the militia were engaged and an express re- 
ported to G Green that the Enemy's horse had fallen upon them 
and were cutting them to pieces. He immediately detached an aid 
to the place where Lee was ordered to post himself but he was not 
to be found—upon which the business allotted to Lee was trans- 
ferred to the great Washington. He flew to the Militia but not 
finding the British in the front, concluded that they were urging 
upon the militia in the rear, he passed thro' these and in a moment 
was incircled with the best troops of the British Army; finding it 
impossible to retreat he resolved to attempt to cut his way thro' 
the whole British army; his horse being shot <under him> he 
fell under him and as he fell received a slight wound from a 
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Bayonet, thus incumbered with the weight of his horse he was 
taken prisoner. One of his Captains were killed and four of his 
lieutenants wounded; It is with pleasure I inform you that one 
only of his Officers is dangerously wounded and very few of his 
privates hurt. Where Lee was upon this occasion may hereafter 
be decided as it is a matter at present of the most interesting 
speculation, his having varied the order of the day being the 
occasion of this very important disaster.2 

We took on the field of battle 1000 musquets, 700 of which are 
out of order but may easily be repaired; 300 fitted for immediate 
use, 700 Bayonets. The enemy by fire and otherwise destroyed 
their Waggons and heavy equipage so that no great part of this 
fell into our hands. Part of the Maryland troops however in 
pursuing found so much moveable property as tempted them to 
halt at a time when if they had pressed on with the impetuosity 
with which they begun, it is more than possible that the action 
had been much more decisive in our favour; What a misfortune 
that the bravest troops in the world are the greatest thieves. Many 
officers who were at Camden observe that the Enemy's Camp on 
this occasion was a very lively representation of that of Gates' 
bearing the strongest marks of precipitation and disorder. 

G Green lost two field pieces and had taken 3 pieces of the 
Enemys Artillery; upon his ordering a retreat some of his troops 
impatient of this check to their ardour, disobeyed the orders and 
brought up the pieces to play upon the brick house, but being 
weakly supported the Enemy sallied forth and regained them; and 
at the time Genl Green supposed that they were safely deposited 
in his camp, he was made acquainted with this act of disobedience 
and its disagreeable consequence. Green considers this day as the 
most glorious of his life, Speaks in the highest terms of his troops, 
and declares that they are equal to the same number of troops, 
British or any other. Certain it is that the British on this occasion 
displayed masterly discipline and consummate courage, yet, were 
overcome by a force, from the best accounts little or nothing 
superior to their own. The raw troops of the Continental line 
behaved like veterans, and 100 of them who had reached camp 
only the day before under Capt Blount, maintained their post with 
the most obstinate bravery until nearly two thirds were cut to 
pieces. Washington led on about 83 horse against the force of the 
whole British foot and their horse nearly equal to his in number. 
I had almost forgot to mention to you that upon the enemy taking 
post in the brick house GG ordered part of Marion's, and Lee's 
legion to watch their movements and give him the earliest intima- 
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tion of their attempt to escape, but alas they availed themselves 
of the night and marched off in a single file without a whisper to 
lead to a discovery and were advanced 3 hours march before the 
reconnoitring parties knew that they had quitted the brick house. 
To overtake them then was impracticable, they were pursued 
below Monks Corner but in vain. 

What follows is copied from a return of killed and wounded fur- 
nished by Col Ashe— 

No Carolina 
3 Capts \ 
lLt       J   killed 

Virg Brig 
ILtCol 
ICapt 
lLt I 

I 
No Caro: 
ICapt 
5Lts 

Virg. B. 
ICapt 
3 Lieuts. > 

wod 

wd. 

Maryland 
2Capt   \ 
2 Lieut  I    killed 

ICol ) 
2 Capts ? 
4 Lieuts ) 

woundd. 

Legion 
2 Lieuts I wo: 

So Car. Militia 
Genl Pickens, wod 
1 Capt 3 Lieuts wod 

So Carolina 
1 Major \ 
2 LieutsJ     killed 

2 Cols 
3 Capts / wod. 
1 Lieut 

Was king tons Leg 
The Col prisoner\ 
1 Capt \wod. 
4 Lieuts J 

Amongst these are Col Campbell of the Virginians killd, Major 
Rutherford (the Generals son), Capts Goodman, Goodwin and 
Porterfield, Lieut Dillon, Lieutenant Polk of North Carolina 
killed. Ensign Lamb it is said is killed. Gen Pickens and Col Wash- 
ington Slightly wounded, Col Hendersons leg fractured near the 
ancle, Col Polk wounded, Col Howard of the Marylanders wound- 
ed, Capt Parsons of Col Washingtons is the only officer not killed 
or wounded. 

Thus, my dear Sir, I have given you a very faithful detail of 
this very interesting event as far as I have been able to obtain it. 
Should any thing turn up before an opportunity offers to forward 
this to you I shall not fail to give it to you by way of appendix. 

From Virginia We have little new. Cook left Camp about 12 
days ago and McDowell 14. Genl Washington was then on board 
the French Admiral where he had been for some days. The Vir- 
ginia Surgeons all employed in preparing bandages and dressings, 
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from which it is concluded that an action is likely to take place 
in a short time. Genl Washingtons force consists of 

6000 French      from N York. 
6000 from W Ind: 
3000 Cont. Genl Lincoln 
2500 Cont Fayette 
1000 Virg 10 months men—Marylanders &c 

18500. Militia more than wanted. 
35 Ships of the line, Frigates, &c. 

I beg you to forward this to Mr Johnston who will consider it 
as addressed to you both. I cannot without much inconvenience 
copy and were I to write particularly to him I could add nothing 
to it. I beg you to accompany it with my best regards to him and 
his good family. By all means make my good friend at Cuffnells 
acquainted with its contents and assure him of my grateful sense 
of the many civilities I have reed from him and his Lady. Ever 
Affy Yours 

Wm Hooper 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Hooper's estimates are largely accurate for the Americans but probably 
a bit high for the British. A more accurate report of casualties is likely con- 
tained in Samuel Johnston to JI, September 24,1781, above. 

2 Since Lee and his men appear to have been actively engaged at Eutaw 
Springs, the criticism of Lee may well be unjustified; certainly it is not 
repeated by Greene's recent biographer. Thayer, Greene, 378. 

John Williams to James Iredell 

Granville 6th. Octr. 1781 

Dear Sir 

Your favours of the 19th and 26th ultimo1 I with great Pleasure 
Received two days ago, and tho sorry to hear that you have had a 
second attack of the Ague and fever, happy to hear that you have 
got the better of it and that you had got safe home and had the 
pleasure of finding Mrs. Iredell, Mr. Hooper and the rest of 
[your] friends well. 

The Report of Governor Burke having Made his escape was 
without foundation. The Tories having as we are told got him safe 
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to Wilmington. This Banditry Continues to collect themselves 
into considerable bodies between the Haw and Deep Rivers and 
plunder [the] Inhabitants of their household furniture horses 
&c. Genl. Butler with most of the Troops from this District we are 
told are some where about + creek, Genl. Rutherford with a 
pretty considerable force between that and [Drowning] Creek. 
His force was about Eight days ago between five and six hundred, 
dayly increasing and he expected by the time he should have col- 
lected the several corps from his District his force will be about 
1,500. This I have from Col., alias, Governor Martin2 who is now 
here with his Council Conserting Measures for the opperations 
of our State army &c &c. 

We have Nothing New from Virginia. All we hear is that Genl. 
Washington marchd down to the Enemies lines about ten days 
ago and that he intended to break Ground yesterday [was seven- 
night: ] this is the Report of some officers who left his camp about 
that time. 

I suppose you have seen before this an account of the particulars 
of General Gr[eene's] Action with the British at the Eutaw 
Springs on the 8th ultimo. If not I can tell you that I have seen it 
from his own hand and Describes it to be the Most bloody action 
that has been this [way?] and indeed says it was the Most bloody 
he Ever saw, but that he gained a compleat victory, took 527 
prisoners and Killd and Wounded a Much greater Number and 
took 1,000 Stand of Arms, and that if it had not been for one of 
those Misfortunes insident to all Military opperations he should 
have taken the whole British Army the Remains of which they 
secured by taking Refuge in a large three story Brick house. He 
persued them about 30 Miles and then Returned to the high hills 
of the Santee to Recruit his army. The Enemy have again Returned 
to the Eutaw Springs. Gen. Greens loss in Killed and wounded was 
considerable. He had 15 commissi [oned] officers killd, as many 
wounded, and Col Washington and one other officer, a Capt., 
taken prisoners. 

Tho I had no return of my fit after you left Me I continued 
Exceedingly unwell for about ten days, scarcely Ever off the Bed. 
However I thank God I am now getting tolerably well and hope 
to have the pleasure of seeing you the 19th Instant at Halifax on 
which subject there was nothing said at our parting. 

Mrs. Williams begs leave to Join me in best Respectfull 
compliments to Mrs Iredell, your self &c and believe me to be 
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my Dear  Sir with the  Most  Sincere Regard and  Esteem Ye 
Most obt. and very Hmble Servt 

Jno Williams 

RC   (Johnson   Papers,   A&H).   Addressed   "James   Iredell   Esq   Attorney 
General Windsor." Bracketed words taken from McRee, Iredell, I, 558-559. 

1 Not found. 
2 Alexander  Martin, as president of the  Senate, became acting governor 

following the capture of Burke. Clark, State Records, XVI, x. 

Pierce Butler to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, Oct. 6th. [1781] 

My Dear Sir 

I have just heard of an opportunity of getting a letter to you; 
and though the gentleman sets out in an hour, I will not omit 
writing, though I cannot be as full as I otherwise would, or as my 
inclination prompts me to be. It is indeed a long time, my dear 
friend, since I have heard from you. Though I am at all times very 
desirous and anxious to receive a letter from you, yet am I more 
so at this time, as the last informed me of your health not being 
good; and, from the complexion of your letter, I learned that your 
spirits were not high. The former I sincerely hope is restored ere 
this; and if the lowness of your spirits was occasioned by the then 
unpleasing prospect of our political affairs, the cause now ceases. 
I therefore indulge the belief that they will rise in the same pro- 
portion as our affairs improve; and if they do, they will be as good 
as your best friends could wish them; for surely the affairs of 
America, at no period of the contest, had so pleasing an aspect as 
at this day. Superior by sea and land to the enemy, we may justly, 
and on the best grounds, expect to put a happy issue to the contest, 
and very shortly be rewarded with the blessings of peace, sweet 
peace, freedom and security—those rich gifts of Heaven. If the 
army under Lord Cornwallis falls, and I see nothing to prevent 
it, surely the most obdurate and unfeeling in Britain must be 
compelled to think of peace, and give up the idle idea of subjugating 
America to British tyranny. The regular and well-appointed army 
now under Gen. Washington, must be equal to the whole force 
Britain has in New York, Virginia, and the Carolinas; these, with 
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the assistance of the grand fleet under Compte De Grasse, and the 
great bodies of militia that can be brought into the field, must 
accomplish every thing we wish, and speedily give us security. 
You have, I suppose, before now, heard of the arrival of a large 
sum of money, five millions of florins, from France, a loan to the 
States, together with 13,000 stand of arms, and complete clothing 
for 20,000 men. It is almost incredible, though not less true, how 
little the loss of paper credit is felt or talked of this way. Here 
trade flourishes and plenty abounds; the war is scarcely felt 
here, while the Carolinas groan under the weight and miseries of 
it; but from which, I hope, they will very shortly be entirely 
relieved. There is a vast quantity of specie in circulation in this 
country; no other kind of payment is ever thought of; so that the 
husbandman and mechanic are sure of receiving the reward of 
their industry. Flour sells current here from 16s. to 17s., and in 
the greatest plenty; and the markets are well supplied with the 
best of meats.1 Shortly after my last letter to you, my family called 
for me at Beaufort; a pleasing meeting after so long and painful 
a separation. We got here in seven days, where we shall remain 
for the winter. Should any circumstance call you this way, we 
have a bed always ready for you; and, without compliment, no 
man could occupy it whose company would be more acceptable. 
Pray present my most respectful and best regards to Mrs. Iredell 
and the other ladies; and be assured, my dear sir, that I am, with 
the highest esteem, Your affectionate friend and servant, 

P. Butler 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 557-558). Evidence for the year 1781 comes from 
Butler to JI, November 16, 1781, below. 

1 Butler correctly notes the deepening of France's commitment to the 
American cause in 1781. Grants and loans in that year alone totaled $1 million 
more than all previous allocations. A loan of 4 million livres was followed 
by a gift of 6 million. Moreover, the government of Louis XVI agreed to 
guarantee repayment of a 10 million loan from the Dutch. France was gener- 
ous indeed in what became the crucial year of the war: 20 million livres—or 
$3.7 million. E. James Ferguson, The Power of the Purse: A History of 
American Public Finance, 1776-1790 (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1961), 40-41, 126-127, hereinafter cited as Ferguson, Power of 
the Purse. On the other hand, Butler's remarks about economic conditions in 
Philadelphia, if partially true, were not a reflection of the entire country. 
French and other foreign currencies were available in that city because of 
the presence of Congress and of European officers. 
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Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 7th Octr. 1781 

My Dear Sister 

Whenever you get to Hayes you grow too dazzy to write and Mr 
Iredell makes excuses for you. When I wrote to you by Mackenzie 
I was hardly able to sit up. Had I been a person of consequence I 
should have suspected I had been invited out to dine on purpose 
to be poysoned for I was taken unwell at dinner and continued 
really sick for four days but I am now tolerably well except my 
mouth is yet very sore and painful. Sammy is again sick with a 
very sore throat and fever. His throat is swelled and sore both 
within and without and is still very sick. Aggy is better but 
thinks it a great hardship that she should be obliged to work when 
she is so weak and low tho' she is well enough to go abroad. Stella 
has the ague and fever very severly every other day. Edy never 
asked one of the Negroes to take care of her while She was away 
but left her to take her chance Andrew took care of her for a night 
or two and since that Peggy is her Nurse. Nelly complains [. . .] 
day but still keeps up. Mr Grey and his youngest child are very 
sick. Get the Doctr out there every night. No newes yet from [my] 
Brother John. I intended sending I sham there to day but the 
weather was bad. If Andrew does not go to morrow as he talks of 
doing I shall send. But he insists on going tho' I have told him 
I wish him to stay till Sarah is better. [Billy's?]1 behaviour and 
going in the manner he does without half his cloaths or other 
things and without once writing to me gives me a great deal of 
uneasiness, more as Sammy was very ill when I heard of it. He 
seems much better tonight but Nelly is complaining very much 
amongst them. I think I have very little comfort or satisfaction. 
Whenever Sam is well enough I think of sending him down to 
Edenhouse for three or four days. Perhaps exercise and change of 
air may be of service to him. I intended writing to Mr Iredell as 
he was so kind as [to] write to me but I have [been?] plagued 
all day and now it is near nine oclock that I have just sat down to 
finish this scrawl to you for fear Andrew should go. I have not 
had it in my power to tell the news Mr Iredell wrote me to any 
body but the Doer, for nobody else comes here and I do not think 
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Mr Charlton has any right to expect I should send out to him 
even if the News was of more importance than it really is for he 
never thinks it worth his while to call here tho' in Windsor. I am 
not concerned at it but those who think themselves entitled to a 
great deal of respect ought at least to shew a little to those who 
have at least as good a right to expect it as they have. I shall hope 
to see you Wedensday or Thursday at farthest. Remember me 
affectionately to my Brother and Mr Iredell. I shall leave this 
open till just as Andrew is going that I may then tell you how 
we are. 

Tuesday morning. We are much better this morning. They are 
very sick at Mr Greys. The old man and two of the children. He 
thinks he shall surely dye; poor [. . .] is almost wore out. She sets 
up every night. The night before last Mrs Clark went out and 
sat up and last night Mr Blake. Mr. Iredell ought to have a very 
fine letter from Nelly. She was better than three hours writing 
it last night. She sat in your room where I suppose it was cold 
and she complains very much to day of pains. Andrew has staid 
tho' I believe much against his inclination. He says the Soldiers 
have ruined him. They have killed his Hog. Sarah was rather 
better last night but not able to do any thing yet. If Mr Jones 
comes here I do not know what I shall do with him, for we have 
not a Bedstead but yours and mine up in the house and I suppose 
Andrew will not find time to put up one. We have but nine 
Candles in the House. Mr Smith says he will send us over some 
Tallow and Tea if he can get any. Our Tea is just out. My love 
to all with you and believe me ever My Dearest Sister Your 
Affect Sister 

J. Blair 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Letter faded and blurred. 

1 The word is likely "Billy" since her son Billy Blair had recently gone to 
sea on a privateer. Samuel Johnston to Hannah Iredell, September 14, 1781, 
above. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Indian Woods Oct. 15. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

We got here very well and in good time last night, myself 
infinitely better, so much so that I eat mutton chop and bread 
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butter with great eagerness at supper, not having forgot however 
to grace it with a cup of [bark?] before. But your Brother was 
and still is very unwell. He confesd he had a fever and severe 
pains at Windsor, but hoped riding would carry it off. He had a 
fever I believe all night and has a bad head ach this morning. 
He very unwillingly acknowledges these things, but he will 
proceed I believe with great care and if he is not better will return. 
You know with what caution all this is to be spoke of. The want 
of a chair and that most hard halting horse I believe is the 
principal cause. A little rest I am sure would restore him. I send 
a letter to C. Johnson inclosing to Mr [W's?] which I wish to be 
forwarded as soon as possible. Give my love to your sister, Nelly 
&c and believe me ever Most faithfully and most affectionately 
yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. All are well here. Your Brother ordered me last night to 
[say] you know the good state of my health, and how well the 
yellow was gone out of my eye, as he says he considers himself 
accountable for me. Would to God he was as well as I am. Adieu, 
my dearest Hannah 

J. I. 

Since I wrote the above your Brother has got up, and tho' still 
very unwell appears better. He requests if you have any oppor- 
tunity of writing that you will mention how Mrs. Mackenzie is. 
We are just setting off. 

J. I. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Windsor." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax Oct. 21st. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

I am much mortified that I cannot go with your Brother, but 
he will tell you it was impossible, and acquaint you with the 
reason. It is uncertain when I shall get away but I shall make no 
unnecessary delay. I found myself growing better constantly 
after I left home, and have been for several days perfectly well, 
and without the least yellow in my eyes. I hope in God I shall 
find you so. I have been incessantly plagued with business, and 
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am at this moment called away, and disagreeably prevented from 
writing any more, tho I could have said little but of the constant 
anxiety and affection I feel for you. Give my love to your Sister, 
Nelly &c and believe me ever my dear Hannah, Unalterably and 
most truly yours. 

Jas. Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs Iredell Windsor." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Edenton Nov. 1. 1781 

My dear Hannah, 

I have heartily regretted since the weather was so fine that 
you were not with me; but I beg you will come over as soon as 
possible.1 I have spoke to Mr Smith about his Vessel. She is not 
gone from here yet and is to return nearly loaded, but I am to see 
Miles and be upon more certainty. Mr Hooper sends to Mr Pollok 
a Copy of Gen. Washington's letter to Gen. Greene which was 
inclosed open to Gen Sumner, and from thence by Davie sent down 
here (for Davie is not here himself.). Mr Hooper will desire Mr 
Pollok to send it to Mrs. Dawson, or otherwise I would have taken 
a copy of it. Adieu! my dear Hannah. Be sure you take good care 
of yourself and come over as soon as possible. I have not heard of 
your Brother's Family. Give my best respects to Mrs. Dawson 
&c and believe me ever Most affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Hannah Iredell was at Eden House. After attending the fall session of the 
Halifax superior court, Jl returned for the beginning of the Edenton court. 

The State v. William Powell and William Powell, the younger 

State of North Carolina 
Edenton District 
[November 1,1781] 

At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District of 
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Edenton at the Town of Eden ton in the said District, on the first 
Day of November in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven 
Hundred and eighty one before the Honourable Samuel Spencer 
Esquire one of the Judges of the Said Court. 

The Jurors for the State upon their Oath present, that William 
Harris, a commissioner acting under the authority and by virtue 
of an order of the General Assembly of the said State, passed at 
Wake Court House the seventh day of July in the year aforesaid, 
for the purpose of purchasing or impressing twenty four horses 
within the District of Edenton aforesaid for the use of the Southern 
Army of the United States, on the thirtieth day of September in 
the same year, in pursuance of the said authority, and with a 
design in part to execute the same, came to the house of William 
Powell of the County of Gates in the District aforesaid Planter, 
(the said house being also situated in the said County) and 
offered to purchase of William Powell the younger Nephew of 
the said William Powell and who then lived with him in his said 
house, a horse the property of the said William Powell in the 
said County whereon his said house was situated, and answering 
to the description of those directed to be so purchased or impressed 
by the said order of the General Assembly; that the said William 
Powell the younger refused to sell the said William Harris, 
applying to him as Commissioner aforesaid, and for the purpose 
aforesaid, the said horse, whereupon the said William Harris 
in pursuance of his said authority, impressed the said horse, and 
took him into his possession. And the Jurors aforesaid further 
say, that the said William Powell, the same day and year and at 
the County aforesaid, after the said horse was so impressed, 
brought out of his said house a loaded gun and cocked it, declaring 
that "he would be damned if he did not blow the said William 
Harris through and through"; which threat he was prevented 
from executing by a Bystander who took the gun from him: and 
the said William Powell the younger, finding that attempt of no 
effect, brought out a loaded gun with the further view of rescuing 
the said horse by force from the said William Harris, which he 
was prevented from doing by that means by two Bystanders who 
took his gun from him: that thereupon the said William Powell 
the younger called for his Negroes to assist him swearing he 
would have satisfaction from the said William Harris for taking 
his said horse—which Proceedings on the part of the said William 
Powell and William Powell the younger were in contempt and 
violation of the said authority of the said General Assembly, to 
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the obstruction of the public service, to the civil example of all 
others in the like case offending and against the peace and dignity 
of the said State. 

Jas. Iredell Att. Genl. 

MS (Edenton District Superior Court Records, 1780-1782, A&H). Grand 
Jury presentment in JPs hand. The defendants were "Ind. for a Misdemeanor." 
"A True Bill Sworn and Sent." The outcome is not known. 

Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 1st Novr. [1781] 

My Dear Sister 

Mrs Mackenzie has been here all day which has prevented my 
writing till Candlelight and you know I make a bad hand of it 
then. Nelly was very ill yesterday, much worse than any day 
before. Her Ague came on about two o'clock attended with a 
violent vomiting and [. . .] which lasted till after four. She then 
complained so much of the cramp that I was obliged to send to 
the Doer, for some thing to stop it. What he sent was of so much 
service to her that she says she shall always like him for it. About 
twelve in the night I began to give her the Bark and continued 
it till four this afternoon in small doses. I imagine she took near 
two ounces but still she has fever to night, it came on about 
seven. I hope it will not be high. She had no ague to night. I did 
not go to bed last night and I believe shall not to night but 
begin with the Bark as soon as her fever is low enough. She 
is so much disapointed at having it to night that she is very cross. 
I hope it will be the last. I believe I suffer more than she does 
while she has it. Mr. Armstrong dined here today but was gone 
before Peter got up. He will be here again to morrow. He says 
he shall have Butter go to Edenton by way of Winton and has 
desired Capt Collins and Mr Black who will have the selling it 
to let Mr Iredell have a Keg if there is any good enough but he 
must get somebody to choose it for him. He says he has some 
fine Cheese in Halifax and shall send Mr Iredell some if he has 
an opportunity. I hope Mr Smiths Vessel will not be up so soon 
as was said. I do not think we can possibly be ready to send our 
things so soon. It would be much more convenient if we were 
sure of get a Vessel about the time of Mr Iredells return from 
Newbern. The Clock has just struck 10. Nellys fever is very high 
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and the Doer, gone to Martin which does not make me much 
easier. I could have wished to write a few lines to Mrs Dawson 
to thank her for her kindness to me, but am so uneasy that I can 
not do it now. Indeed being up so much last night has hurt my 
eyes so much that I can hardly see my paper. My love and best 
wishes attend his and hers. Every thing that Mr Iredell men- 
tioned shall be done. I cannot see to write to him. I am with love 
to all friends My Dear Sister Yrs. 

Blair 

Nellys Nose has bled two or three times to day. I am afraid 
she will have another fever at least as her intermission between 
this and the next is short. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "To Mrs Iredell Edenhouse." 
Endorsement in JI's hand "Windsor 1 Nov. 1781. Mrs. Blair." 

Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor 8th Novr. 1781 

My Dear Sister 

I have sent almost every thing out of the House by Capt Miles. 
I was obliged to keep a few things till the children were well but 
God knows when that will be. Nelly had got tolerable but has 
been very unwell again today and I fear had a little Ague. Sammy 
has not Missed his fevers yet but it has much shorter to day. I 
do not know what to do. The Doc'r is out of Bark. I do not know if 
I can get enough to stop Sammys fever. If I had it I would give 
Nelly more. She takes Bitters but I fear they will not do. I shall 
write by Peter to Mrs Dawson and beg the favor of her to send 
her Carriage for Nelly and Sammy so as to have them down on 
Sunday as that will be Sammys best day. I will be down as soon 
as I can contrive some way to get the rest of our things down 
which I hope will be by the middle of next week. Two Capts will 
carry all that is left and I believe I can get them about here if I 
do not get an opportunity by water. I hear Mrs Johnston is to 
be down tomorrow and my Brother a day or two after. I am afraid 
you will have a good deal of trouble to find your things and get 
them to rights again but you left no directions but that you would 
put Books in your large Trunk. Nelly moved every thing out of it 
and I believe put most of them in your drawers. Some triffles are 
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in the Bottom drawer in my desk and I do not know but some in 
the Big Chest. Your Looking Glass and the Sheets and some Table 
Cloths are in it. The doors of my Book Case are in the Large 
Drawer in the chest. We had not Trunks enough to put the Books 
in and the Capt said if they were put in Barrels he could not 
carry them but if we would give them to him loose he would take 
care they should be delivered safe and without damage. There was 
either 90 or 91 Volumes. I do not remember which, but Peter 
knows for he counted them. I send you all the keys by him. The 
Lock of your Room door is in one of the Half drawers in my 
Dressing Table. There was three Beds went, six Blankets and a 
pair of sheets loose in the Beds. I had left them out for use but 
Andrew Cheated me and put them up and at night when the Beds 
came to be made there was no sheets and I was obliged to Borrow. 
Eda went off without saying a word to me and without any thing 
for herself or Children to eat, poor things. If they did not suffer 
I should not be sorry if she did. I advised her to go in the Vessel 
as we had no Horses to help her down, but I thought she would 
have come to me when she was going on Board and I intended 
giving her some Sugar for her Children. The Capt could not 
Carry the Barrel of Sugar. I will try to get it into Mr Aliens 
Boat. He has promised to take the lap Board in for me. Remember 
me affectionatly to Mr Iredell and my Brothers family and believe 
me ever My Dear Sister Yours most Affectionatly 

J. Blair. 

I could not get the little Bacon that is left carried on board but 
it shall be one of the first articles I send and if I can get any Beef 
I will Salt it and send it. If Mr Iredell can get two or three Ounces 
good Bark and bring to Edenhouse to Nelly and Sammy I should 
be much obliged to him. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "To Mrs. Iredell Hayes." 

Pierce Butler to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, Nov. 16th, 1781 

My Dear Sir 

I wrote to you some weeks ago by a gentleman going south- 
wardly. I hope that letter has got to hand ere this, and that I 
shall soon have the pleasure of hearing that you and Mrs. Iredell 
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are in health and spirits; circumstances that must afford me real 
satisfaction. You can now occupy your own house in peace and 
security, and will remain undisturbed by the British for the 
remainder of the war. We are told here that the Tories are trouble- 
some in some parts of your State. I find you have passed an act 
giving to Congress five per cent, on imports. &c. This is really 
an extraordinary act of generosity and confidence, at a time, too, 
that you have no vote in the application of it, as you are not at 
this time represented in Congress. This is really neglecting your 
own interest, as it gives a balance to the Northern scale. Mr. 
Johnston, your brother, well knows the necessity of a full repre- 
sentation from the Southern States. You have no member here 
but Mr. Hawkins. 

We have little or no news of consequence stirring here at this 
time. I refer you to my letter to Mr. Black for the European news. 

We hear nothing more of the Vienna Congress; yet I think 
when the news of the capture of Cornwallis's army reaches 
England, it will be again promoted. We can look and talk bolder 
at it than we could have done when it was first proposed. A 
peace must certainly, I think, take place in the course of next 
Spring. Britain has not any more troops to send to America, and 
this last stroke will, it is to be supposed, convince her at least of 
her folly, though perhaps not of her wickedness; for if we may 
judge by the conduct of her King, Ministers and Armies, we might 
well say that, as of old, the Lord suffered their hearts to be 
hardened. 

Congress have appointed a variety of public officers, by which 
they have, in my humble opinion, given nearly all power out of 
their own hands, reducing themselves to a state of insignificance. 
The event must now prove the wisdom of the measure. Mr. R. 
Morrace, of this town, is appointed Financier General and Minis- 
ter of Marine; a Mr. Livingston, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Gen. Lincoln, Minister of War. There are a variety of appoint- 
ments of less note that I do not recollect. 

Enclosed with this letter you will receive a number of news- 
papers, which will give you the little news stirring here. In the 
Freeman's Journal of the 14th you will see two very extraordinary 
letters from Mr. Silas Dean. I took an opportunity of asking the 
gentlemen they are addressed to, being well acquainted with 
them, if they are genuine: the acknowledged to me they were— 
they received the duplicates by other vessels. What an unprincipled 
wretch must Dean be! He who puts his hand, as Minister from 
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America, to the very Treaty he reprobates. From the whole tenor 
of his letters, I must think he has been bought—Money ill 
bestowed! 

I beg to present my best respects and good wishes to Mrs. 
Iredell and ladies with you, and to assure you that I am with 
sincere esteem and regard, dear sir, Affectionately your friend 
and servant, 

P. Butler 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 560-561). 

Editorial Note: As early as November, 1777, the Continental Congress— 
before the ratification of the Articles of Confederation—had begun the 
requisition system whereby each state was assigned a yearly sum for the 
support of Congress and the war effort. (Although the articles called for land 
values as the means of determining each state's share, the difficulties of 
assessing land in the midst of war resulted in quotas temporarily based on 
estimated population.) Ford, JCC, VII, 35, IX, 955; Ferguson, Power of the 
Purse, 33. North Carolina, however, made no contribution at all, partly 
because of her own critical financial needs, partly because Congress made 
little effort to assist the state. But the General Assembly displayed a much 
more cooperative attitude in 1781 when Congress proposed an amendment to 
the articles allowing the Confederation a 5 percent duty on goods imported 
into the country. North Carolina not only ratified the so-called impost, but 
the legislature expressly authorized two features of the amendment that 
small-government men sought to eliminate: the appointment of federal 
rather than state officials to collect the duties; and the amendment's continu- 
ing in effect until the domestic as well as the foreign parts of the federal 
debt were discharged. Clark, State Records, XXIV, 405-406. No doubt, as it 
has been contended, North Carolina's actions may be explained somewhat by 
the fact that its citizens procured the bulk of their imports through other 
states and consequently stood to gain by a uniform tariff system. Morrill, 
Practice and Politics of Fiat Finance, 191-193. Butler's reference to North 
Carolina's having no vote was correct, since according to the articles a state 
was not officially represented until it had two delegates present. Benjamin 
Hawkins (1754-1816) of Warren County, educated at the College of New 
Jersey and a former member of Washington's staff, was soon joined in 
Congress by Dr. Hugh Williamson of Edenton. DAB, VIII, 413. 

Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Edenhouse 19th Novr. 1781 

My Dear Sister 

I got safe here yesterday about dinner time. I intended if I had 
not heard of Mr Iredell being better going immediately over but 
as they tell me he is pretty well I would wish to stay till I get 
my Cloth which I left at Windsor to be wove. Nelly and Sammy 
want very much to go over but I am afraid to let them cross the 
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sound till they are better recovered. They both say they are well 
but neither look so. Sarah and all the rest will be at Dukinfield to 
night and over in the Morning with Horses, Cows and every 
thing else. I had one last of my Brothers and Hired another to 
bring the things down. John sent two quarters Beef down. He 
says Mr Iredell shall have it at the same that he gave for it. I did 
not have it salted for it was just killed and it would not have been 
good salted so soon. I am not at all sorry that the Negroes suffered 
a little for want of the Bacon because they knew it ought to go 
down and they were told of it but were in so violent a hurry to get 
on Board that they would do nothing, tho' there is so little Bacon 
it would have done but little good. John was very sick when he 
left Windsor. I shall wrap the letter in the last I had from him. I 
am very unhappy about my Brothers Sams illness. I hope in God 
he is better. Before this I left Mrs Meckenzie very unwell and 
her spirits bad. She sent love to you. She says she is afraid she 
shall never see any of us again. I stayed at Mr Charltons Saturday 
night. Mr Charlton has a bad cold. He was very anxious for Mr 
Iredell to go to [New Bern] Court.1 He says there will be a great 
deal of hard money to be made there. I was very sorry the Horses 
could not be got over sooner as I did not know but Mr Iredell 
might want them. Mrs Pearson is sick and alone. I shall go there 
soon. The Canoe is just setting off. Remember me Affectionately 
to all friends and believe me ever Mr Dear Sister Affectionately 
Yours 

J. Blair 

Mr Charlton begs Mr Iredell would forward the letter to Mr 
Hooper by the first opportunity. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 The reference is undoubtedly to New Bern where district court was 
scheduled to convene in late November. Evidently no effort was made for the 
Wilmington court to meet as the British did not evacuate the town until 
November 14, 1781. See JI to John Williams, December 14, 1781, below; 
Rankin, N.C. Continentals, 367. 

James Iredell to John Williams 

Edenton Dec. 14th. 1781 

Dear Sir; 

I should have wrote to you long since, but for a considerable 
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time after my coming down here my health was very bad, so much 
so that I could not go to Newbern, and it is but lately I have been 
quite well. I now inclose the certificate of your attendance at 
Halifax, and hope you will excuse my not doing it sooner. 

Tho' the affair of Lord Cornwallis is of an old standing, you 
will permit me to rejoice with you upon it. We shall long I am 
sure feel most happy effects from it. 

I have had great uneasiness about the affair of Willison ever 
since the Court.1 The trial now stands perfectly unguarded. A 
Subpoena will signify nothing, from the lowness of the forfeit, 
and is in all respects a very inadequate process in criminal cases, 
and in this perhaps nugatory where the Party is a Minor. I submit 
to you therefore a method I have digested upon great considera- 
tion. It is that you should issue a Precept stating the circum- 
stances of the case, and ordering her to be carried before some 
Justice of the Peace for the purpose of her giving Security. This 
I imagine perfectly consistent. A Justice of the Peace only, when 
a Witness is examined before him, may commit him till he 
provides Security, or enters into Recognisance, as the case may 
require. If such a power did not exist, whether a Man should be 
ever tried or no would be in the opinion of the State Witnesses: 
The power cannot be less competent in a Judge, when it appears 
on the very face of the proceedings that a particular Witness is 
an indispensable one, and that upon her evidence a Bill for a 
capital crime is found. I take the liberty to inclose a form I have 
prepared. You will observe I have waved, in conformity to your 
opinion, any mention of a contempt, and have stated her age 
to be under the usual age of discretion, which may account for 
the omission of it, for as to the extraordinary denial of any 
contempt being incurred by such Witnesses absconding (provided 
they are of age) I have found among my Books since I came home 
Cases where attachments issued for not attending on a Subpoena 
in a civil actio?i. They are to be found, 1 Strange 510, 2 Stra. 810, 
1054, 1150;2 and in these cases, they had also forfeited a Penalty 
(which is constantly mentioned in a Subpoena); in one, it is 
expressly said, £100. After this, I suppose, there could be no 
doubt, whether State Witnesses may incur a contempt, even if 
there was no express authority for it. 

You will I am sure excuse my troubling you on this occasion, 
for I see no other possible method by which the trial of Willison 
can ever be secured. 
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I have heard of no news lately. I should be happy in receiving 
a letter from you sometimes, and shall have great pleasure in 
writing to you when I have any thing worth communicating. 1 
have lately suffered so much, both in pocket and health, by my 
office, that I have wrote to the Governor desiring him to lay 
before the Assembly my desire of resignation.3 It is undoubtedly 
now much more valuable than formerly, but I have yet reaped 
little of the fruits of it, and the fatigue and incessant application 
it requires is too much for me. I wish you could think of a 
Successor to whom the office might be agreeable, and if you had 
an opportunity suggest it. I know it is of importance to the 
Judges to have somebody in the office they are not averse to, and 
hope you will have reason to be pleased with the appointment. 
The Salary is £20. specie a Court, and each Bill found 20/8 specie; 
not found, 13/4. Pecuniary inducements not dispicable. If the 
Assembly do not meet before the Spring, and the Governor could 
find an agreeable choice, I should wish him to nominate before 
the new Circuit begins. 

You will be so good as to mention me to Mrs. Williams with 
all possible respect, and assure her I ever bear in most grateful 
remembrance her extreme kindness to me. I beg you also to 
believe I am most sensible of yours. And pray do me the favour 
to present my particular respects to my obliging Friends: Mr. 
and Mrs. Burton, Mr. and Mrs. and Miss Henderson; and your 
other agreeable connexions, believing me to be, with great truth 
and respect, Dear Sir, Your obliged and obedient Servant 

Ja. Iredell 

RC (John Williams Papers, UNC). Addressed "The Honorable John 
Williams Esq. Granville." Endorsed "James Iredell 1781." The date of the 
month is difficult to distinguish, although the editor's view is reinforced by 
Clark, State Records, XIX, 890-892, where it also appears as the fourteenth. 

1 The State Records contains no mention of the Willison case. 
2 Sir John Strange, a solicitor general in the reign of George II, assembled 

Reports of Adjudged Cases in the Courts of Chancery, Kings Bench, Common 
Pleas and Exchequer . . . (London:   Published by his Son, 2 volumes, 1755). 

:5 The General Assembly did not meet again until April, 1782, when it 
elected as JI's successor as attorney general Alfred Moore (1755-1810) of New 
Hanover County, a son of Maurice Moore. Interestingly enough, this was 
not the only time Moore succeeded JI in a judicial post; after JI's death in 
1799 Moore was appointed to his seat on the United States Supreme Court. 
DAB, XIII, 112. JI's letter of resignation not found. JI later declared that 
he had waited to resign until the war, for all practical purposes, was over. 
JI to Arthur Iredell, July 30, 1782, below. 
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John Williams to James Iredell 

Granville 16th. Dec 1781 

Dear Sir; 

Governor Martin is now in this Neighbourhood. He tells me 
that he thinks it expedient to issue commissions of Oyer and 
Terminer etc. for hold in courts for the immediat Tryal of 
criminals now confined within the several publick Jails. Whether 
one will be issued for the District of Halifax Depends on the 
contingancy of there being any criminals in that Jail or Not. 
When he gets there, to which place he is now going and will 
on his way to Eden ton give you Notice, if he should find it 
necessary to appoint a Court to be held at Halifax. I Purposed 
meeting there on the 10th of Janry next and from thence to Hills- 
borough or such place within the District as May be thought 
Most proper for the holding a court. At which times and places's 
I hope to have your assistance and the pleasure of your good 
company. 

One reason why I did not come to Edenton last term as I 
promised was, that upon the confirmation of the news of the 
capture of Lord Cornwallis we were all so Elated that the time 
Elapsed in frolicking &c. This you will say is but a poor Excuse 
for a Man having Neglected his Duty. However as Judge Spencer 
was there no Injury to the Publick could Ensue and myself the 
only looser by missing the Agreeable company of so Many of 
My friends and partaking in the benevolent hospitality at all 
times so Remarkable in your part of the country, but which I am 
told abounded more profusly on the above Mentioned 
happy Occasion, on which, tho late, I beg leave to Congratulate 
you. 

Mrs. Williams Joins in compliments to Mrs. Iredell and your 
self. I have the honour to be Dear Sir with great Esteem Your 
Most Obedient and very Hmble Servant 

Jn. Williams 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 
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1782 
Pierce Butler to James Iredell 

Philadelphia Janry 3d. 1782 

My Dear Sir 

My last letter to You was by a Major Parker. I have not had 
the satisfaction of hearing from You since my arrival here. I 
please myself with the hope that Your silence is not owing to 
any other Cause but want of a Conveyance. Thus We flatter Our- 
selves through life! And Construe things as We wish them to be. 

I have but this moment heard of the bearers intention of Geting 
out this day. His Chair is now at the door so that I cannot detain 
him to write as fully as I wish and intended to do. I enclose the 
latest papers; they will give You the Current News. 

The last Vessels from France bring Accts of ten Sail of the 
line and twelve Thousand Troops having Saild from France for 
the Islands; this addition to the Force there, makes them truely 
formidable. We are told here, as a half Secret, that this Armament, 
in Conjunction with a Spanish Fleet, is going against Jamaica, to 
keep the Dons in temper; they must reduce it. Britain has nothing 
to oppose them. 

The Vermonters begin to be troublesome. They have lately con- 
fined a Sheriff belonging to the State of New York for doing his 
duty; they refuse to release Him. A Committee of Congress is now 
sitting on the Affairs of Vermonte. I am of opinion Spirited meas- 
ures will be adopted to bring these Gentry to their Senses. Their 
conduct gives too much reason for suspecting some of them to be 
under the influence of British Gold. Congress have passed an Act 
for Establishing a Bank. People have sufferd so much already by 
Paper that I shoud imagine it will not go down. 

I beg to present my best respects to Mrs Iredell and the other 
Ladies. I am Dear Sir Very Sincerely Yrs 

P Butler 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 
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James Iredell to Captain John Gibbon1 

Edenton Jan. 11th. 1782 

Sir, 

I received your favour from St. Thomas's of the 25th of the tenth 
month 1781. Thank God, our situation is far different from what 
you seem to have expected. The capture of Lord Cornwall is has 
set us all to rights again, and business goes on smoothly. You 
are mistaken in thinking, your having no suits the action against 
you fell. There is a provision in the law against it, and the sheriff 
is [just?] as much liable for you as ever to pay any sum recovered 
upon the suit against you. What that may be, you best know. It 
will depend upon Tatam's demand and proof. Your own actions, I 
suppose, from the depreciation of the currency, are scarcely worth 
keeping alive, and nothing can be done in them on your absence, 
except perhaps in the suit against Jones, if it should be renewed 
(for the damages as present laid are of no consideration) and I 
scarcely think it worth while to make any proposal to him, as he 
is so little to be depended upon. The depreciation in this country 
has long stood at 800 for 1. What may be the future state of it, God 
knows. I believe the money will either grow better, or sink al- 
together—I strongly hope the former. 

You must therefore form your own judgment as to your return 
to this country. I can manage no suit but Jones's in your absence 
and whether Tatam may be to be [. . .] upon a new suit or has 
property in the country which may be attached, is quite uncertain. 
All I can say is, / believe you will find the way to business smooth. 

I congratulate you on your happy sight of your Family, and am 
very truly, Sir, Your obed. Serv 

Ja. Iredell 

RC (High Court of Admiralty: Prize Papers, 32/281/25, PROL). Addressed 
"Capt. John Gibbon, St. Thomas's." JI's letter never reached Gibbon since it 
traveled on a vessel, the Betsey, captured by HMS Quebec. 

Unidentified. 
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Jean Blair to Hannah Iredell 

Bertie 7th Febry 1782 

My Dear Sister 

It gave me great pleasure to hear by [Sail?] that you were all 
well. As for Nellys Sickness I fear she may thank her own care- 
lessness for it. I fear I shall not get down so soon as I intended. 
Mrs Johnston has been over the River since Monday. She was sent 
for to her Mother who it is feared is in great danger with a 
Plurisie. My Brother sent there yesterday but the mesenger is 
not yet returned. Tell Nelly she may prepare for her old admirer 
if he survives the loss of his old woman but he has never slept 
since she was taken ill.1 His Son Billy and himself hang constantly 
over the Bed Crying. The whole family are in very great distress. 
The old woman herself is anxious to dye but wishes to dye with 
less pain. She took leave of my Brother when he left her. I cannot 
go from here till Mrs Johnston returns as there is no housekeeper 
here but me and if her Mother dyes I cannot leave her till my 
Brother returns from the court. You must look out for Casks to 
Salt your Meat in. I do not think there is more than one if that. I 
believe there will be more meat than Mr Iredell wanted but it 
was that or none. Tell Nelly I cannot write to her now. [Spikes?] 
goes down to see the Hogs weighed and he waits for this. If I 
have another opportunity I will write to her. Be so good as make 
her take more care of herself. Remember me Affectionatly to Mr 
Iredell and the Children and believe me ever my Dearest Sister. 
Your Afft. Sister 

J. Blair 

The Mesenger is just returned from Mr Williams. Mrs Williams is 
very bad and has sent to desire my Brother would go or she shall 
never see him again. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "To Mrs Iredell in Edenton." 

These references are apparently to the parents of Mrs. John Johnston. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Windsor Feb. 11th. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

Mr. Bennett and I had an agreeable passage over the sound, but 
I was much mortified in receiving at the wharf a message from 
Mrs. Johnston which obliged me to send the Canoe to Mrs. Daw- 
son's, and the negroes were unexpectedly delayed sometime at 
Dukinfield, so that I am afraid it was late before Andrew re- 
turned. Your Brother is here, complaining a little, tho' he looks 
well, but he says he has not been quite well lately. His Family 
and your Sister's are quite well. Mrs. Williams is better tho' your 
Brother seems to think her chance of recovery is very doubtful. 
Mrs. Mackenzie is much better, but far from being well, tho' she 
keeps about. She asked me to stay here (at her house), and as I 
was not otherwise engaged I knew not how to decline it, tho' I 
fear it must be inconvenient. Mr. Charlton did not come to town 
till the afternoon; he then very kindly asked me, but it was un- 
luckily too late, for in Mrs. Mackenzie's ill state of health I am 
sure my stay at the house must be troublesome. 

Will you believe that the Governor has made his escape, and is 
now at Halifax? It is undoubtedly here and I suppose you have 
heard it before now, as Gen. Jones was to be in Edenton today. 
He was guarded with great rigour, and in the midst of a number 
of Refugee Tories who had begun to massacre some Persons, and 
had fired upon the house where the Governor stayed. He made his 
escape at first in a boat, and passed some Centries unattended to, 
which induces a suspicion that his escape was connived at.1 Upon 
the danger appearing imminent, he had solicited a life guard from 
Gen. Leslie, but received no answer. No assembly has been made. 
Turner, of this County is returned.2 Colo. Thaxton, who is now 
here, saw Mr. Hooper's Family quite well in Hillsborough. They 
and Colo. Clark had left it before him. 

I have a prospect of some money here, but at present it is but a 
prospect—No People today. A great many are expected tomorrow, 
and I am told much business. 

I forgot this morning (for which I ask a thousand pardons) that 
this was your birth day. Joy, my dear Hannah. Many, many more 
most happy ones may you have, and may I enjoy many of them 
with you. My heart never fails to recognise the warmest affection 
for you, and absence makes me feel it painfully. 
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Give my love to Nelly and Peggy [. . .] and remember me over 
the Creek. I am ever my dear Hannah Most faithfully and affec- 
tionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton. By favour 
of Mr. Bennet." 

1 Burke escaped on January 16, 1782. Burke himself never revealed the de- 
tails of his departure. Watterson, "The Ordeal of Governor Burke," 109-110. 

2 David Turner of Bertie County served for several years in the General 
Assembly. Clark, State Records, particularly Volumes XVI-XVII, XIX, XXI. 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Wilmington, February 17, 1782 

My Dear Iredell 

Since I left you and my other friends at Edenton, I have been in- 
volved in such a round of anxiety, bustle and fatigue, that I have 
had scarce a moment's leisure to devote to the duty which I owe to 
my absent connections. The particular attention paid me on all 
occasions by your most worthy family has raised me so much, in 
my own opinion, that I have the vanity to think that there is noth- 
ing very interesting to me, but what may in some degree affect 
them. I will therefore give you in detail the history of my move- 
ments since I left you, and their concomitant circumstances. From 
Edenton I proceeded to Newbern, and immediately upon my 
arrival heard that Mrs. Hooper, Mrs. Allen, Mrs. Drayton, Mrs. 
Ward, and others, had been expelled from Wilmington, and suf- 
fered to carry with them nothing but their wearing apparel; that 
some of the ladies had sought shelter near Wilmington, but that 
Mrs. Hooper and Mrs. Allen had been seen with their families in 
wagons at Bryan's, in Johnston county, moving on towards Hills- 
bo ro'. I immediately made provision for following, but before I got 
off, the evacuation of Wilmington was announced to me. I then 
resolved to take that in my route, to secure, if possible, some of 
my negroes, and to collect what I could from the wreck of my 
property. I found that Mrs. Hooper had managed, with so much 
address, as to carry off all our household linen, blankets and all 
the wearing apparel of herself and children; but had been obliged 
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to leave behind all her furniture, both standing and movable. This, 
as well as my books, the British pretended they had left in the 
situation it was when Mrs. Hooper went out of town. But this I 
found to be far from the truth. Except a few articles which Mrs. 
Hooper had secreted amongst the friends she parted from at 
Wilmington, the British had borne off every article of house and 
kitchen furniture, knives, forks, plates and spoons—an almost 
general sweep; nor had they spared the beds to finish the business. 
Two nights before I arrived in Wilmington, Rutherford's militia 
had broken open my house, cut open the featherbeds that re- 
mained, plundered the tickings, and given the feathers to the wind. 
My library, except as to law books, is shamefully injured, and 
above 100 valuable volumes taken away. What vexes me most of 
all is, that they have broken several sets of books, where the 
volumes were so necessarily dependent on each other, as to make 
what remains useless lumber. You know my partiality to my books 
—of course my chargrin at the abuse of them. Three fellows of 
mine had gone off with the British; one had been forced away by 
the militia, and I had lost five other negroes by the small-pox. 
After I had drawn together my few negroes that remained, and 
who were straggling in the town and its vicinity, and picked up 
the fragments of my property, I set off for Hillsboro'. I found my 
family there with Mrs. Allen, and hers under the roof of the house 
which Col. Clark had provided for them, and making an attempt 
at housekeeping with the few articles they had brought, and the 
colonel's camp furniture. Mrs. Hooper had been ill for several 
months before she left Wilmington, and when she came out, was 
so much reduced by disease that there was very little reason to 
believe that she would have reached Hillsboro' alive. My son Tom 
was under the influence of a high fever. Craig, immediately upon 
issuing his edict of expulsion, had ordered a sergeant and a su- 
perior officer to take a list of my property, and Mrs. Hooper was 
enjoined to quit the town in a certain number of hours, under 
pain of the Provost. She was not allowed to carry out of it a riding 
carriage, though she had two, nor a horse, though Captain Leggatt 
and two others offered their horses to forward her on to the Ameri- 
can camp. In this melancholy situation, Mr. James Walker offered 
a boat, and Mr. William Campbell's hands to row it up as high as 
Mr. Swann's, on the North-east. The ladies were seated in the 
boat, and passed through the painful scene of bidding adieu to 
their few friends, who were not permitted to accompany them, 
when Craig, who had not yet filled up the measure of cruelty 
allotted for these distressed women, forbade the boat to proceed. 
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Again they came on shore—no house to shelter them, of their own 
—few that were hardy enough to receive them into theirs. They 
stood in the sun for several hours, when my daughter, overcome 
with the heat, called out, ''Mamma, let us go home." Mrs. Hooper, 
whose firmness never forsook her in the severest moment of trial, 
answered—"My dear, we have no home." Betsy could not support 
it. She burst into tears. Several British officers publicly abused 
Craig's conduct, and said that such cruelty would disgrace a sav- 
age. Craig again shifted like the weathercock, and ordered the boat 
to go on, but would not suffer any gentleman to attend them, 
although James Walker requested it. A boy of about ten years old 
was sent up as their escort. 

Rutherford was twelve miles from the North-east bridge. Mrs. 
Hooper, weak as she was, went in pursuit of him, and solicited two 
wagons to remove her family and friends. He granted her petition 
with the utmost readiness, and afforded her every assistance that 
could have been expected from the greatest humanity and most 
refined politeness. Mrs. Hooper was peculiarly happy in the super- 
intendents of the wagons who accompanied them, as they did every 
thing in their power to make this new mode of travelling tolerable. 
I brought Mrs. Hooper from Hillsborough here about two weeks 
ago. Colonel Clark accompanied us. Mrs. Hooper has recovered 
surprisingly; and upon the whole, the journey has been of no dis- 
advantage to her health, or that of my children. I must not, after 
reciting so many trifles, fail to do just honor to my servant John. 
You remember him a boy about my house, to whom I was partial. 
He was not suffered to come out with his mistress; but after her 
departure, every thing was attempted to attach him to the service 
of the British. He was offered clothes, money, freedom—every 
thing that could captivate a youthful mind. He pretended to 
acquiesce, and affected a perfect satisfaction at this change of 
situation; but in the evening of the day after Mrs. Hooper left the 
town, he stole through the British sentries, and without a pass, 
accompanied by a wench of Mrs. Allen's, he followed Mrs. Hooper 
seventy miles on foot, and overtook her, to the great joy of himself 
and my family. His sister, Lavinia, whom perhaps you remember, 
pursued a different conduct. She went on board the fleet after the 
evacuation of the town, and much against her will was forced 
ashore by some of my friends, and returned to me. 

A flag arrived here from Charleston a few days ago, in which 
came passengers, Mr. James Walker, Peter Mallet and John Gil- 
more. Walker came with an intention to have settled in the country 
—to have surrendered himself to the public authority and take his 
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trial; but hearing that some persons were very inveterate in their 
resentments to him, and that they were possessed of some facts 
which would press hard against him on a trial, he abandoned his 
project, and has gone back again. Mallett determines to stay and 
to hazard all consequences. He surrenders himself to Ashe, who, I 
suppose, will bail him. One Gilmore, brother to Charles, solicits to 
be a citizen; but having mistaken the manner of it, goes out in the 
flag, and returns by land. My brothers are both in Charleston— 
Tom carrying on an extensive trade, and making money rapidly. 
His wife goes to England in the spring, and he, I suppose, will 
soon follow her. George, at present in suspense what to do. Samuel 
Campbell, a militia colonel, and commands, on James' Island, a 
party of refugees. The enemy, in Charleston, about 3,000 strong, 
and expecting a siege. The bearer of this, Captain Waites, will 
give you a particular account of public matters to the southward. 
Before this I have exhausted your patience. I must still further 
trespass upon you, to request of you to offer my best respects to 
Mrs. Iredell and Mrs. Blair, my compliments to Miss Blair, Miss 
Peggy, and every other of your good family, to whom I am under 
obligations too great to express. Remember me to Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnston and the dear children at Hayes. They are ever near my 
heart; and I can never forget their goodness while God gives me 
power to think. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Pollok, what can I say expressive of what I 
feel, and of the multiplied acts of kindness which they extended to 
me in my exile. I think of them with the warmest gratitude and 
most cordial regard. 

The family at Eden house have a claim to my most respectful 
acknowledgments for their thousand civilities. I hope to have it in 
my power to write Mr. Johnston, Mr. Pollok, and Mr. Smith; but 
perplexed as I am at this moment with the settlement of Mr. Hogg's 
estate—Mr. James Hogg and Burgess being now here purposely 
for that business, and busied in preparing despatches to go by 
flag—perhaps this will be the only letter I shall have opportunity 
to write. If so, pray show it to those gentlemen, and beg them to 
consider it as addressed to them as well as yourself. 

Tender my kind service to my worthy friend, Mr. Smith. He is 
of the number of those whom no change of time or circumstances 
can ever induce me to think of, but as a warm friend and generous 
benefactor. Assure him that I shall not forget his commission 
about the house negro. I will write him very soon. My best compli- 
ments to my friend Allen and Mrs. Allen. Adieu, my dear Iredell, 
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and believe me ever, with the highest esteem and heartfelt regard, 
Your friend and obedient humble servant, 

Will. Hooper 

Printed (McRee, Iredell), II, 4-8). 

Hugh Williamso?i to James Iredell 

Balgra, 6th March 1782 

Dear Sir 
Mr. Pollock incloses you the will of our old friend Rob Smith 

badly enough fabricated. But I had not more than 7 minutes to 
write it in and was very suspicious that before he could hear it 
read he would be unable to Speak. In fact tho I had proposed the 
Subject to him in express Terms in the morning he Evaded the 
Subject and never resumed it till he observed by the manner that I 
listened to his breathing, that I suspected he was dyeing. By the 
manner in which I began to write I only intended it for a memo- 
randum not suspecting that he would be able to Sign; and as it 
turn'd out he did it with difficulty. He said he did not fear the 
State claiming. After you have fixed the mode and Place of burial 
I presume that Capt Collins or yourself will come over before the 
Body is removed. The Rain prevents else I should come to Town 
this morning. I am Dr Sr Your Hble Serv 

Hu Williamson 

Mr James Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

Editorial Xote: The will of the deceased Robert Smith was to be executed 
by the merchant Josiah Collins and JI, for which each was to receive "the 
Sum of one hundred Pounds Sterling for his Trouble." Copy of Smith's will 
in Iredell Papers, E)uke. Accordingly, on March 26, 1782, "part of the Estates 
Robert Smith Esqr. Deced. Sold for Specie at Vindue Six Months Credit." 
Chowan County Auction Sales, 1781-1783, A&H. More significantly, Smith 
willed "the Sum of Five Hundred Pounds toward the Support of a public 
Academy that may be erected by Authority in the District of p]denton. . . ." 
Consequently, the General Assembly, meeting at Hillsborough the following 
month, passed "An Act for the promotion of learning in the District of 
Edenton," which chartered Smith's Academy. Trustees named in the act were 
Samuel Johnston (subsequently elected president), JI (subsequently elected 
secretary), Edward Everagin, Isaac Gregory, Jasper Charlton, Lawrence 
Baker, and Hugh Williamson. Clark, State Records, XXIV, 454. JI recorded 
the minutes of the trustees' meetings, most of which dealt with efforts to raise 
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additional funds through gifts and subscriptions and to find a location for 
erecting a building. On November 4, 1785, the trustees petitioned the General 
Assembly: "That in their opinion it would be most eligible to erect the 
Academy on part of the Town Common in the Town of Edenton, provided a 
Law could be obtained authorising the Commissioners to Convey a sufficient 
part of the same for the purpose of erecting the public Buildings of the 
Academy thereon." Trustees Minutes, 1782-1785, Johnson Papers, A&H. The 
legislature responded by instructing the town commissioners to award the 
trustees as many as six acres. Clark, State Records, XXIV, 754. 

Although the legislature continued to ignore the clause in the state consti- 
tution that called for public support for education, that body chartered a 
variety of institutions such as Smith's Academy. It did, as in the above case, 
offer occasional assistance in the form of land grants and tax exemptions. In 
Charlotte, the town commissioners were instructed to give the proceeds from 
the sale of a number of public lots to Liberty Hall; and the trustees of 
Science Hall in Hillsborough were given permission to conduct a lottery. 
Clark, State Records, XXIV, 178, 607. 

Thomas Burke to James Iredell 

Halifax March 13th. 1782 

DrSir, 

I have received a letter from the Governor of Virginia, in which 
he assures me that full satisfaction shall be made to this State for 
the affront offered to its Authority by the Privateers.1 And request- 
ing the whole account of the affair to be sent to him properly 
authenticated as soon as possible that proper steps may be taken 
to punish the Captain, and turn the vessel over to our Courts of 
Admiralty. I request the favor of You to Cause depositions to be 
taken of all the Facts and Circumstances from his appearance and 
reporting to the Commanding Officer of Chowan until his removal 
from this State. When they are Compleat transmit them, if you 
please, to me. I beg your pardon for giving you this trouble, and 
am with great regard and Esteem, Yr. very obdt Servant 

Ths. Burke 

RC (Charles F. Jenkins Collection, HSP). Addressed "James Iredell Esqr 
Edenton." Endorsed "Ansd. March 27th. 1782." JI's reply not found. A later 
notation, probably in the hand of James Iredell, Jr., says "for T. J. Jones 
of N.Y. 5th Jan 1834." Probably JI's son meant the historian Joseph Seawell 
Jones. See "Odyssey of the Iredell Papers," Volume I. 

1 On January 31, 1782, Burke resumed his duties as governor, replacing 
Alexander Martin who, as speaker of the Senate, had served as acting gover- 
nor—in accord with a provision in the state constitution—since October 5, 
1781. Burke to Nathanael Greene, January 31, 1782, Burke Papers, UNC; 
Clark, State Records, XIX, 865, 869. 
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Pierce Butler to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, April 5th, 1782 

My Dear Sir 

Mr. Black delivered to me on his arrival here your truly friendly 
and acceptable favor of January.1 As that gentleman speaks of 
returning to-morrow, I eagerly embrace so safe an opportunity of 
writing to you. Had any other conveyance, though not so certain 
or so safe, offered in the interim, I should have hazarded a letter. 
The very sensible satisfaction that I derive from the correspon- 
dence, will not let me lose the smallest opening. A friendly inter- 
course, even by letter, with a person who, either in the private line 
of friendship, or the more public walk of a patriot, justly merits, 
and deservedly merits the approbation and esteem of all ranks of 
men, is surely among the first enjoyments of life. An impertinent 
curiosity, or desire of reading letters, that seems to prevail a good 
deal at present, is a great drawback. I have great reason to think 
that several letters that I have wrote to you from hence, have 
never reached your hand; this obliges me often to write with a 
reserve that I otherwise should not adopt. 

It gave me considerable satisfaction to learn from Mr. Black that 
you were once more settled in your own house; and that Mrs. 
Iredell and you were well. I think you must find a considerable 
relief in your release from the office of Attorney-General. It was a 
post that ill suited a man of your feelings; and in a pecuniary sense 
must, I should think, be attended with much disadvantage to you. 
Your resignation of it was well timed. In this, as in every step you 
take, you consulted the nicest delicacy. The letter your inclosed to 
me I had an opportunity of forwarding shortly after, by a very 
safe private conveyance to New York, to be sent from thence in a 
packet. We are here at present merely in a political calm—nothing 
doing as yet, on either side, in the field. General Washington has 
his head-quarters at Windsor, preparing, I doubt not, to assault 
the enemy in some place; but when he means to attack, I believe, 
is not known to Congress. So greatly altered is this once august 
body, that as little as possible is intrusted to them. And yet, among 
them are many individuals of the strictest honor, and great worth; 
but, as a body, there is little dependence to be placed on them. The 
Northern interest is all prevalent; their members are firmly 
united, and carry many measures disadvantageous to the South- 
ern interest. They are laboring hard to get Vermont established as 
an independent State, which will give them another vote, by which 
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the balance will be quite destroyed. In the midst of these great 
struggles between the Northern and Southern interests, the issue 
of which is of such consequence to the Carolinas and Georgia, your 
State remains totally unrepresented. Unpardonable neglect! We 
of the South, who consider ourselves as embarked in the same 
vessel with you, complain loudly of the desertion of our sister. This 
Vermont business is a shameful and scandalous affair. Governor 
Clinton, of the State of New York, by a meritorious vigilance, has 
intercepted letters and papers that reflect no credit on some indi- 
viduals of Congress. I believe it is beyond a doubt that Witherspoon 
and some others have received large tracts of land, at least grants 
of them, from the Vermonters, to support their claim in Congress. 
Some inhabitants of this town, it is said, and generally believed, 
are concerned in encouraging the Vermonters to support their 
claim, even by arms. Where will villainy stop? In my opinion, 
Congress are not authorized to admit them as an independent 
State. The Confederation expressly excludes every part of America, 
except Canada. There are men in the world that care not what 
engagements or compacts they violate, if they can but accomplish 
their own ends.2 

We have some accounts in town of a late engagement in the West 
Indies, between Compte De Grasse and Sir Samuel Hood, in which 
the former gained a considerable advantage, having sunk one 
eighty-four gun ship, run one on shore, and taken two frigates. 
One British ship of the line blew up. This account comes in a letter 
to the French Minister's secretary, via Baltimore. It is also re- 
ported here that the Spanish and French fleets from Europe are 
arrived at the Cape,3 and that they are going against Jamaica with 
35,000 men. How this account comes I know not. There are very 
few arrivals here. The British cruisers and privateers are so 
vigilant that they have taken almost every vessel coming here. 
There has not been six arrivals here, I believe, these three months. 
Into the port of New York alone, they have carried fifty-one prizes 
within the last six weeks. It is thought that the British will adopt 
the plan of distressing the trade of America by water, and confine 
their operations by land. They may distress the trade a good deal, 
unless our good ally, the king of France, keeps some ships on our 
coast. 

General Washington narrowly escaped being taken, on his way 
from hence to the North River: about 80 men from New York lay 
in ambush on the road he intended to go; fortunately he changed 
his route. A small party of horse that he sent that way were 
attacked and defeated, with the loss of one man killed and one 
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wounded. I am persuaded that the enemy know everything that 
passes in Philadelphia. They must have had notice of the General's 
leaving town. 

Mr. Black informs me that he intends taking with him the news- 
papers for some months back, otherwise I would have inclosed 
them to you. The inclosed Jersey paper has some debates in the 
British Senate that I do not see in the Philadelphia prints. Mrs. 
Butler joins me in best respects to Mrs. Iredell and the ladies of 
your family, with many thanks for their obliging remembrance 
of us. 

Does this place afford any thing that you want; or can I be in 
any way serviceable to you here? If I can, I beg you will be 
assured that I shall find myself happy in the opportunity of testi- 
fying how sincerely I am Mr. Iredell's Affectionate friend, 

P. Butler 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 9-11). 

1 Not found. 
2 Although some southern sectionalism was present at this time, Butler 

seems to have been an extremist. Certainly he was wrong about the solid 
unity on the part of the northeastern states. New York, among other states, 
opposed Vermont's entry into the Confederation. Moreover, there were men 
above the Mason and Dixon Line who shared Butler's opinion that no new 
states could be admitted except by constitutional amendment. Following a 
North-South theory, one might assume that the southern states early stood 
solidly for the admission of Kentucky, an alignment that did not exist. See 
North Carolina Congressman Hugh Williamson's opinion on Kentucky. 
Burnett, LCC, VI, 457, 459. In truth, both the issues of statehood for Vermont 
and Kentucky were complex throughout the decade of the 1780s. Even so, it 
seems that in subsequent years opinion slowly formed in favor of settling 
both matters by the admission of Vermont and Kentucky. Edmund C. Burnett, 
The Continental Congress (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1941), 708; 
John R. Alden, The First South (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 
Press, 1961), 65-66. 

3 Probably Cape Francois on the island of Hispaniola, although the report 
was unfounded. 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

Hilsboro April 8. 1782 
Monday 

Accept My dear Sir, my most unfeigned thanks for the instance 
you have lately afforded me of your affectionate attention to the 
concerns of myself and family. Mrs Hooper has greatly profited by 
her Journey in point of health. The back country and exercise have 
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repaired her shattered constitution, and the fatigue of a few 
months is amply compensated by the accidental consequences of 
it. 

I came here with a design to attend the courts and if the Assem- 
bly had set at the same time to have contributed my mite towards 
the relief of this wretched state from its present anarchy and 
gloomy expectations. But was resolved to make no sacrifice of my 
private in [te] rest to the publick con[cern]s. My Election was 
altogether unsollicited and unexpected and it afforded me very 
small matter of triumph that my friends prevailed in a competition 
with John Walker1 and that the Sheriff was so partial to me as to 
give me the casting vote. Of 25 votes I had 13 only.2 Walker intends 
to contest the election. He will do it without an adversary as I 
shall leave this on friday next not having the least expectation that 
a house will be made in less time than a fortnight. Ten members 
only attend and this is the Seventh day from that which was 
intended to be the first of the Session. A report prevails that the 
back country members talk of not attending being disgusted at the 
Assemblys being called at this place.3 

I inclose you the Kings Speech and Addresses from both houses. 
The remonstrance from the City of London is I think Spirited and 
elegant. It has led the way to one of a Similar kind from West- 
minster and I am told that the Example will be followed by all the 
trading towns of G Britain, Liverpool excepted. The King refused 
to receive the London address Seated on the Throne, but proposed 
receiving it at his levee. The Mayor &c would not condescend to 
the latter, but published it in the newspapers. 

Mr Bro' Geo with Clayton, Brice and a Son of General James 
Moores arrived at Wilmington a few days ago in a flag from 
Charlestown. Geo Hooper returns with his family and [that of 
Sam] Campbell. Clayton stays and intends to hazard a trial. 

Thank ye a thousand times My dear Sir for your kind invitation 
to me to Spend the season of court at your house. It affords me real 
concern that I cannot avail myself of your very kind offer. When I 
was at Edenton last Nat Allen exacted a promise from me that if 
from any circumstance I should be prevented from fixing my 
quarters at poor Smiths that I should take a room at his house. 
His invitation was so importunate that I gave way to it and my 
engagement is past recall. I shall however give a large portion of 
my time to your worthy family. I beg you to present my most 
respectful and kind Compliments to your worthy Lady, Mrs Blair 
and the rest under your roof. 
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Remember me to my good friends at Hayes . . . and believe me 
with sincere Affections Yrs 

Will. Hooper 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "James Iredell in his absence Saml 
Johnston esqr Edenton." After sealing the letter, Hooper wrote across the 
outside: "When you and Mr Johnson have perused the papers pray send them 
with my [Compl. to] Mr Pollok. WH." 

1 Born in England, Walker came to Wilmington and engaged in mercantile 
business, taking an active part in the Revolutionary movement by serving 
on various committees and holding different local posts. JFs biographer 
describes Walker as a man of charm and wit who nonetheless had a terrible 
temper and was a celebrated pugilist. McRee appears to have been correct 
about these traits as well as his claim that Walker was a demagogue on the 
Tory question, branding whomever he liked and calling for severe reprisals. 
Walker quickly came into conflict with William Hooper and Archibald 
Maclaine, both of whom had relatives who were considered to be Tories. 
According to Maclaine, "Walker, exclusive of his insatiable avarice, would 
risque damnation to injure any man who has uniformly and openly opposed 
him." McRee, Iredell, II, ll-12n; Maclaine to George Hooper, September 20, 
1784. Clark, State Records, XVII, 167. 

2 Wartime conditions, including the exodus of many Wilmingtonians during 
the British occupation, may partly explain the small vote for the town's seat 
in the House of Commons. The twenty-five voters contrasts sharply with the 
eighty-three who participated in the town election two years earlier. Clark, 
State Records, XV, 239-240. Sheriffs frequently used their influence as well 
as their votes in determining elections. Julian P. Boyd, "The Sheriff in 
Colonial North Carolina," NCHR, V (April, 1928), 150-180. 

3 If Walker contested Hooper's victory, he was no more successful than he 
was in 1780 or 1784 when the committee on privileges and elections turned 
down his appeal. Hooper himself did attend when the General Assembly 
convened on April 16, 1782. Clark, State Records, XV, 189; XIX, 511, 530, 
548; XVI, 2. It seems strange that backcountry members would object to the 
General Assembly's meeting at Hillsborough. Indeed, that section's interests 
had been recognized in recent years by the holding of legislative sessions in 
such interior locations as Hillsborough, Smithfield, and Wake County. In fact, 
the report must have been somewhat false, for the western counties were 
well represented. 

Arthur Iredell to James Iredell 

South Mailing April 30th 1782 

My Dear James 

I shall not Attempt to describe the Emotions with which I 
received your letter of the 20th of January,1 or the Joy which 
followed the Perusal of it. You will, perhaps, be able to form a just 
estimate of both, if this shall ever be so fortunate as to reach You. 
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You are in the right. We have nothing to do with Politicks and 
you did well in setting me so fair an Example to follow. All I 
wished to hear from You, and all, you assure me, you desire in 
Return might safely be proclaimed at Charing Cross. It is not, 
however, the less valuable to us. No Gazette has such Value in my 
Eye as a simple Sheet of Paper which may satisfy me that you are 
and that my Sister, and all your valuable Connexions are perfectly 
well, and happy as People, whose Country is the seat of War, can 
be. This, it seems, was the Case on the 20th of last January. May it 
continue to be so! It has been our's since the Commencement of the 
War, that is, since You had regular Accounts from us. My Mother 
resides almost constantly in London and is happier there in the 
midst of Bustle and Confusion, which engage her Attention and 
tend to amuse her, than she could be in any retired Spot, where she 
Would be left too much to the melancholy of her own Thoughts. 
Charles is in the East Indies in the Fleet under Sir Edw: Hughes. 
He is before this, without doubt, a Lieutenant. He went out to that 
Station at the suggestion of Lord Macartney, who, you will have 
heard, to have been appointed by our India Company Governor of 
Fort St George. I had myself, at one Moment, no very remote 
Prospect of accompanying His Lordship thither. I had several 
Interviews with Him, but I had been so very late in my Application 
to him, that He could find no Vacancy and He did not think him- 
self authorized to make one. He treated me however in so friendly 
a way that I have not repented my Introduction to him. Tom, after 
he quitted the Militia, accepted a Lieutenancy of Marines, (which, 
by the way, is but a paltry Provision for him) and is now in that 
service. He appears to me unpardonable negligent of the inside, if 
not the outside of his Head and my Mother makes him worse than 
he would otherwise, in all probability, be. She has already dis- 
tressed herself by paying off some of his Scores—and is every day 
acting the same dangerous, if not fatal, Part towards Him. I have 
tried, but found it impossible to dissuade her from giving such ill 
advised Proofs of her tenderness. He continues to ask, and She 
continues to send. 

I left Cambridge last February, after I had taken my Degree. It 
may be necessary, perhaps, to tell you that I was of Trinity Col- 
lege. It is by no means clear to me that you will have heard of It. 
Before I left College I took Deacon's Orders, and now, if not a 
Main Pillar, at least an humble Support of the Church. I have, at 
present, no Provision, nor have I any near, or even remote Prospect 
of some; but, like all pious and unprovided Sons of the Church, I 
live in hopes—of some humble Benefice—nolo espiscopari. 
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It is painful to me to bid you Adieu! but a thousand Considera- 
tions force me. Assure my Sister of my Most Affectionate Love and 
believe me, my Dear James, with every wish and Prayer for the 
Happiness of you both. Your Most faithfull Brother and Friend 

A: Iredell 

The Serjeant, I thank Heaven, is well. His Wife has been dead these 
six years. He is at present, for it is Term time, in Town. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 The previous surviving: letter to JI from any member of his immediate 
family was Arthur Iredell's of April 27, 1775, Volume I. JFs letter not found. 

Nor com v. Vail 

State of North Carolina, 
Edenton District 
May Term 1782 

Frederick Norcom complains of Martha Vail, Case of Chowan 
County in the District aforesaid, Spinster, for that whereas John 
Vail and the Heir of his Body lawfully begotten forever; and the 
Gentleman, by his last Will, on the thirteenth day of November in 
the year one thousand seven hundred and sixty, devised his Manor 
Plantation and the Tract of Land thereunto belonging (which 
Plantation and Tract of Land is situate [d] in the said County, and 
of which the Testator was then [secured] in fee) to his son Mosely 
Vail and the Heir of his Body lawfully begotten forever; and the 
said Testator soon after died without revoking his last Will, and 
the said Mosely Vail his Son afterwards died without any Heir of 
his body, whereby the Reversion of the said Land in Fee Simple 
descended to Mary, Rebecca, Elizabeth, and the said Martha, 
Daughters and Co-heiresses of the said John Vail deceased, who 
took [. . .] and possession of the same as [. . .]: And whereas the 
said Mary Vail by a Deed of Bargain and Sale hath conveyed her 
undivided fourth part of the said Plantation and Tract of Land to 
the said Frederick Norcom, his Heirs and Assigns; and William 
Williamson, Mariner, who intermarried with the said Rebecca, 
and Rebecca, his Wife, conveyed the undivided fourth part of the 
said Plantation and Tract of Land of the said Rebecca to Richard 
[HJaughton of the said County of Chowan, Planter, his Heirs and 
Assigns, which said Richard [H] aughton afterwards by a Deed of 
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Bargain and Sale conveyed the same to the said Frederick Norcom, 
his Heirs and Assigns; and Dominick Pamburn of the said County 
Practitioner of Physick and Surgery who intermarried with the 
said Elizabeth, and Elizabeth his Wife by a Deed of Bargain and 
Sale have conveyed the undivided fourth part of the said Plantation 
and Tract of Land of the said Elizabeth to the said Frederick 
Norcom. Whereby the said Frederick Norcom holds three un- 
divided fourth parts of the said Plantation and Tract of Land in 
Fee Simple, and the said Martha Vail the other undivided fourth 
part of the same—as Tenants in Common, and the said Frederick 
Norcom has desired of the said Martha Vail that partition of the 
same might be made according to the Statute in that case made 
and provided, yet the said Martha Vail hath opposed, and yet doth 
oppose such partition being made, to the damage of the said 
Frederick Norcom and thereupon he bringeth suit &c. 

Jas. Iredell, for the Demandant 

MS (Hayes Papers, UNC). Plantiffs testimony in JFs hand. The court's 
findings, favorable to the plantiff, are recorded in JI's hand: "The said Martha 
Vail appears in Court by Dominick Panburn, her Guardian, in the proper 
person of the said Guardian, and acknowledges service of the Declaration in 
this Cause agreeable to Act of Assembly, and says nothing wherefore parti- 
tion of the premises should not be made! And it appearing that the Demandant 
Frederick Norcom holds three undivided fourth parts of the said premises, 
and the said Martha Vail the Defendant one undivided fourth part of the 
same [at present] in Common: 

Therefore it is considered that the said Demandant have Judgment by 
Default for the said three fourth parts of the said premises, and that a writ 
of partition issue directed to the Sheriff of Chowan County commanding the 
said Sheriff to make partition of the premises according to Act of Assembly, 
and make return of his proceeding, to this Court at the ensuing Term." Un- 
dated transcript, Hayes Papers, UNC. 

Hugh Williamson to James Iredell 

Hillsborough 1st. May 1782 

Dear Sir 

Yours of 17th. ult. was delivered me to day.1 I am Extremely 
obliged by your attention to the business referred to which as 
usual has been unweary'd and faithful. Hitherto we have not 
passed one Law of Extensive public import; but the Committee on 
Ways and Means have several Bills ready for the assembly. The 
want of punctuality among the Members in attending Commit- 
tees has called for the Exercise of more philosophy than I possess. 
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The Chancery Bill, not mine but the one that I introduced, has 
been the subject of much debate. Genl Parsons2 and Govr. Nash 
ran me hard. You see that I was unequally matched. On the third 
reading they prayd that I would withdraw it for amendment: I 
refused and they obtained leave. To morrow is fix'd for the return 
of the Bill and I think we shall carry it with considerable odds, nor 
shall we admit of the nominal amendments. Two Chancery Bills 
brought in by other persons during this Session have died a natural 
death. They were for district Courts. So much trouble have I had 
with my Academy Bill which has not yet passed, that I have almost 
resolved not to attempt any other public measure. The generous, 
public, comprehensive spirit of Legislation is wanting among our 
other wants.3 

Last night we lost some sleep; a horseman, we suppose one of 
Fanning's party was fired on by one of our Pickets and attempted 
returning the fire. His gun flashed. We were called to arms and 
paraded; for you are to note that we are all Soldiers, at least 
Armigeres. Some of the Members horses that were billeted in 
the Neighbourhood are missing this morning. You see we are not 
without Employment of difft. kinds. Be pleased present my com- 
pliments to Friends in Town and be assured that I am with the 
utmost respect Dear sir yr. obdt. hble Servt. 

Hu: Williamson 

FC (Burke Papers, UNC). Copy in unfamiliar hand. 

1 Not found. 
2 Samuel Parsons, a brigadier general in the militia during the Revolution- 

ary War, represented Montgomery County in the state Senate. Clark, State 
Records, XVI, 1136; XIX, 400, 401. 

A Despite Williamson's pessimism, he compiled an amazingly effective record 
as a legislator in that session of the General Assembly, for eight bills intro- 
duced by him were voted into law, including those giving chancery or equity 
authority to the superior courts and for creating Smith's Academy in Edenton. 
Clark, State Records, XXIV, 439-442, 454-455. See also Williamson to JI, 
March 6, 1782, above. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern May 17th. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

Mr. Hooper and myself after a good deal of fatigue reached this 
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early yesterday morning. We had heard dreadful accounts of the 
small pox as we came along, but upon our approaching the town 
nearer we found it much less alarming, but that the small pox 
was actually here; I therefore thought it prudent to come in and 
reconnoitre, and leave Peter without the town till I could deter- 
mine how to act. Upon my finding that the disorder was of a 
favorable kind, and the inoculation extremely successful, I applied 
to a Doctor, and had him sent for and immediately inoculated. He 
was very willing, and there can be no doubt of his doing very well. 
I have placed him under the care of Mr. Thomlinson, who I am 
sure will be very attentive to him.1 

We could not form a Jury on account of the small Pox, and I 
expect the Court will rise tomorrow. Much to our loss, I fear, for 
there was a prospect of a good deal of business; but I shall never- 
theless not leave this without some money, for I have the satis- 
faction to find my name begins to be a little in vogue. 

I believe I shall go from here on Sunday, and shall endeavour if 
I can get along that road to take Tuckahoe and New River in my 
way. I shall have a long time to stay at Wilmington,2 for it will not 
do to continue upon expences here. Mr. Hooper and I lodge and 
board in the same house. He had the goodness to press me when 
we understood the small pox was unfavourable here, to send Peter 
immediately to Wilmington and have him inoculated under Mrs. 
Hooper's care, but I did not know whether inoculation might now 
be permitted there, and the very favourable condition of the dis- 
order in this town rendered my availing himself of his kindness 
unnecessary. 

I just heard of this opportunity, and had but a few minutes to 
write. I hope Peter's inoculation will not detain me beyond the 
expected time as the disorder is usually over in a fortnight and it 
will be between 3 and 4 weeks before my return. A very long time 
I shall think it, and in the meanwhile my dear Hannah, feel all 
possible anxiety about you. I dread, from what I hear, you will 
have no opportunity of Inoculation. The absurd persuming and 
folly of the People are endeavouring to stop it, and by and by it 
will break out and ravage with ten-fold violence. God grant you 
were well over it. I wish to God you were here. Had I known of its 
being here, I would really have endeavoured to bring you. 

Give my love to all, not forgetting Nelly, whom I sincerely love 
notwithstanding all my quarrels with her. I wish she may resolve 
to stay with you. I know not whether I may have another oppor- 
tunity to write you before I return, but whether I shall or not I 
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shall never cease to be with the greatest tenderness and trust, my 
dear Hannah, Your most faithfully affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 The sentence is not clear, but obviously JI's servant Peter received the 
inoculation. See JI to Hannah Iredell, May 22, 1782, below. 

2 Although no longer attorney general, JI continued to attend the superior 
courts—on this trip in New Bern and Wilmington—as a practicing attorney. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern May 22d. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you a letter from here a few days ago, and therein told 
you I had had Peter inoculated. His arm shows that the inoculation 
has taken effect, and his fever is expected tomorrow or next day. 
He has been in high spirits almost ever since, and I believe is much 
pleased with the prospect of getting so well over so terrible a dis- 
order. I shall leave him in the care of Mr. Thomlinson, who I am 
sure will be very attentive to him. He has hitherto been very exact 
in his regimen, and I flatter myself will continue so. Would to God 
you were in as favorable a way of conquering that disorder as he 
is! I have not been happy enough to hear a word from you since I 
left home. I am persuaded it has been for want of an opportunity, 
which makes me less uneasy about it. But it is really hard that at 
such a little distance there should be to much difficulty in getting 
a letter. I am setting off this morning for Wilmington. Mr. Hooper 
went yesterday afternoon, being obliged to go the lower road, and 
I the upper to try to get a little money from our Plantation. Mr. 
Maclaine accompanies me. We have been detained here two or 
three days longer than we expected, principally owing to the 
Admiralty cause I mentioned to you, which proved less important 
than it appeared at first. Mr. Hooper, Mr. Maclaine and myself 
were on one side, and received altogether but £50, and lost the 
cause as to the principal subject, in my opinion, very deservedly. 
I have received as usual great civilities from every body here. On 
Monday night Miss Betsey Nash was married at her Uncle's to 
Mr. James Moore, a younger son of Maurice Moore's. Tuesday 
there was a grand ball, at which I had the honour of being present, 
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and the greater of being selected a Partner for Mrs. Frank Nash,1 

who is infinitely agreeable, though full as ordinary as Mrs. Hooper, 
in which I was mistaken, as I had formerly understood she was 
handsome. It is said with great confidence that she will very soon 
be married to Colo. Clark, and I believe it is true. 

I am abruptly called away by Mr. Maclaine. Adieu! My dearest 
Hannah and believe me ever Most affectionately yours, 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Give my love &c. to my Friends. 

RC (Johnson, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 Mrs. Francis Nash, the widow of the general slain at Germantown, was the 
sister of Maurice Moore. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington June 3d. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

I have been here about ten days having had a long Interval 
before the Court which only began on the 30th., and have been as 
usual very happy with my most excellent Friends Mr. and Mrs. 
Hooper who now live in town, and treat me rather with the good- 
ness and affection of a Brother than the attention of a common 
Friend. I have great pleasure in acquainting you they are all well. 
Colo. Clark is with us too, and I assure you improves infinitely 
upon an acquaintance. His heart seems replete with honour and 
generosity, and his understanding strong and manly. The report I 
wrote you of the intended match between him and the Widow Nash 
I believe is well grounded. 

This Court does not quite equal my expectation. There are a 
great number of Persons to be prosecuted, but the three old 
Stagers, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Maclaine, and Mr. Nash, in a great 
measure eclipse my pretensions. I am however I am sure highly 
indebted to the former upon this occasion as upon so many others 
and shall not go away without a moderate share of advantage, 
but I am obliged to be content with notes payable at a distant day, 
which are however I believe very good. There is not the least prob- 
ability of the Court finishing till the very last day which will be 
the 11th., and as there then must remain a great many untried it 
is not unlikely a Court of Oyer may be appointed for that purpose. 
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If that should be the case, and I have the prospect of an adequate 
recompense, I may perhaps wait to attend it, tho' it will be with 
the greatest reluctance, as my impatience to see you my dear 
Hannah, is really without any affectation, very great. I have not 
had the satisfaction of the least intelligence of you since I parted 
from you. I am persuaded it has not been your fault but owing to a 
cursed want of Opportunities. God grant I may find you and all my 
Friends quite well on my return. I dare not flatter myself with the 
hope of your having had the small pox, as I hear they were 
endeavouring to stop it in the neighbourhood you expected to go 
to; which I think was very wrong as it will undoubtedly be 
frequently breaking out in every part of the country—and at some 
time I fear prove very fatal. I have had the satisfaction to hear 
Peter has had the disorder very favorably, and will without doubt 
do well, but I am uneasy about the possible danger of carrying him 
home so soon, altho' I shall use every precaution, and will not 
bring him with me without being convinced it can be done with 
perfect safety. 

We have very great news from the Southward—"that a change 
in the Ministry had certainly taken place—that a vote had been 
passed declaring any Man shall be deemed an Enemy who advises 
a further prosecution of the American War, that Dr. Franklin had 
been sent for and was actually in London, and that Gen. Leslie 
had received advice of a Truce having been agreed upon to the 
Northward." These accounts in substance have been brought from 
Gen. Greene's camp, where they were said to have been communi- 
cated by an Aid of Gen. Leslie's, who said he was convinced a peace 
would very soon take place, when he hoped to have the pleasure of 
taking them by the hand as Friends. Some Charlestown Papers 
that he brought out confirmed the accounts he gave of what had 
passed in England. Happy, happy prospect! Devoutly grateful 
may we be for [it]. 

The very moment I can get away from here I shall set off. I am 
fearful of some delay in Newbern on account of Peter, about whom 
I cannot be too cautious. But nothing else will detain me from 
flying to you with the utmost impatience. Pray remember me 
affectionately to your Sister, Nelly and the rest (not forgetting my 
Friend Peggy) and to my other Friends, and believe me, my 
dearest Hannah, with inexpressive attachment, Your most faithful 
and affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 
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Alexander Martin to James Iredell 

Halifax, June 24th, 1782 

Sir 

I am favored with two letters from you1 respecting a certain 
Middleton Maubly, under sentence of death in Wilmington jail, 
and am sorry to inform you, that having fully made myself 
acquainted with that criminal character, which did not appear at 
the trial, I, consistent with the great trust reposed in me, cannot 
extend mercy to him. Yet I wish that the prosecution had not been 
conducted for treason, for some of the reasons you mentioned, but 
for robbing and horse-stealing, or a less offence that might have 
been proved against him, and equally affected his life, that the 
example may deter others of those wretches from committing those 
common atrocious offences which they consider necessary in their 
military character against us. I am told other persons full as 
criminal, if not more so, have escaped justice, and it seems agreed 
that Maubly should be the only person reserved to expiate the 
offence of the Wilmington District, as an example is so necessary 
for that part of the State. I should be sorry to deprive them of it, 
at this particular period of our affairs; at the same time every 
tender feeling I possess for humanity revolts at the idea, and I 
would gladly interpose, should I not perhaps commit a greater 
crime in being too lenient, when public justice calls for satisfac- 
tion.2 

I entertain the highest sense of your goodness and humanity, 
which, were I in a private station, I would gladly imitate, especi- 
ally in the like particular; but, sir, you will pardon me, when I 
think, that the justice of this country, which has long been offended 
with impunity, should at this time receive some reparation, to 
convince our enemies we have a Government, and will support it 
against all opposers whatsoever, and that no British Commission 
shall give a sanction to the crimes of our citizens, or those living 
among us, when they fall into our power. The late cases of Bryant 
and others, at Salisbury, were different; Their characters were 
generally good, and they had committed no offence, but in the 
military line only, which induced the Assembly to permit them to 
be the subjects of exchange. I am, dear Sir, With very great regard 
and respect, Your most obedient humble servant, 

Alex. Martin 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 17-18). 

1 Not found. 
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2 At the spring session of the General Assembly meeting in Hillsborough 
Martin was elected governor, after several ballots, in a close contest with 
Samuel Johnston. Legislative Papers, Senate, April 20, 1782, A&H; Clark, 
State Records, XVI, 958. 

Helen "Nelly" Blair to James Iredell 

Duckinfield July the 19th 1782 

I have just time my Dr Uncle to thank you for the last letter 
you was so obliging as to write me. Pray is not next week Bertie 
court? If it is we shall have the pleasure of seeing you. I hope Mrs 
Pearson and I are certainly to go to Cuffnels Saturday Morning. 
All other visits are postponed till that is paid. I am very sorry to 
hear Uncle John is so unwell. Mr. Martin was here two or three 
days ago. He said he saw my Uncle down at the banks and from 
the account he gave of him I expected he would come up quite well. 
I am sure you and Aunt cant say I am lazy and neglect writing 
now. Mrs Pearson wonders what I can find so much to write about. 
I believe she thinks its very foolish but I dont know how any one 
that is under so many obligations as I am to you and Aunt can 
ever be at a loss for a subject to write upon if it is only expressing 
the sense they have of them tho I very seldom pretend to say any 
thing about it, for I am always at a loss how to express myself tho 
I feel as much gratitude as anybody can to all my friends (such I 
believe very few ever had) when I am in my right senses which is 
sometimes the case. I reckon by this time my Dr Uncle you are 
heartily tired and as I know you have not a great stock of patience 
I will not detain you any longer than just to tell you I am and 
ever shall be Your Dutiful and Affectionate Neice 

H Blair 

PS. I have been talking most ever since I began to write. Tell 
Uncle John if he comes to morrow to pray call at Capt Clarkes. We 
shall be there. Do pray write a long letter. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

Hannah Iredell and James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Thursday, July 25th. 1782 

You are very saucy I think, my dear Nelly, to expect your uncle 
and me are both to write when you have been so neglegent. You 
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let my Brothers Boy after staying at Dukinfield a whole afternoon 
and night come over without a line. Your uncle Sam and Aunt are 
neither of them very well. Gaby has been very ill. He had a high 
fever yesterday and the day before. He [took tarter?] in the after- 
noon and he was pretty clear of fever before night and continues 
so this morning. Your uncle John has missed his and talks of 
going home in a day or two. Your uncle Iredell, Brother and 
Sisters are well. I am not quite so. Yesterday arrived Capt Mere- 
dith from Bohrdaux, with him some passengers the Baron 
Polinitz and his Lady. She is daughter to Lord Bute, and was Lady 
Percy. You know she was divourced from her husband. They do 
not intend to stay here but to procede to Philadelphia. It seems 
very strange that such people should come to this place. But 
however the Capt says he was assured, she was Lady Percy by the 
Merchant whome he dealt with, a Mr Dunlap who said he knew 
her to be that Lady.1 

[Hannah Iredell] 

Your aunt was here interrupted by that cursed Tormentor Mrs 
Patterson, who employed her I suppose a whole hour (but, thank 
God, I did not know it being the greatest part of the time absent). 
And now she has necessary work to attend to. The letter you in- 
quire after came from me and contained little except a hearty scold 
for your suffering your Uncle's boy to come without a letter. How- 
ever, I must acknowledge that in general you have been better this 
time than usual. But I assure you we were much disappointed. 
Don't you want to come and see the great Folks? I have seen 
neither of them, and knew nothing of them but from report. I am 
told Mr. Cabarrus's uncle mentioned him as a very distinguished 
Gentleman, and that he had been Chamberlain to the King of 
Prussia. Mr. Cabarrus had a letter from Dominick. He was to sail 
some time this month as a Passenger in a Vessel to Virginia, to 
finish some business there. These Grandees, it is said, waited a 
good while for a passage to Philadelphia, but finding none em- 
braced this here. Give my respects to Mrs. Pearson. How is your 
health, your spirits, and your assurance? All good I hope, for the 
first without the last I am afraid would soon languish. 

When do you intend to come home? Adieu, my dear Nelly, and 
believe me ever Yours most affectionately. 

Jas Iredell 

P.S.    Your aunt chides me for not desiring her respects to Mrs. 
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Pearson, and giving assurances of her affection to you. And she 
bids me to tell you, she thinks now you have got well, it is time to 
come home. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair Dukinfield." First 
paragraph in the hand of Hannah Iredell, whose bracketed name is supplied 
by the editor. 

1 Friedrick Charles Hans Bruno, Baron von Poellnitz, was a former cham- 
berlain to Frederick the Great. His wife, Anne Stuart, was indeed a daughter 
of Lord Bute, and her sister Jane had married JI's kinsman Sir George 
Macartney, a fact that made JI all the more attracted to these European 
visitors. Poellnitz's children by a previous marriage were temporarily left 
behind in Edenton when the couple set out for New York, where Poellnitz 
subsequently became the proprietor of a widely publicized experimental farm 
in Manhattan. In 1779 Poellnitz's wife had been divorced from her husband of 
fifteen years, British General Hugh, Earl Percy. Later Poellnitz's marriage to 
Bute's daughter also broke up because—according to him—Anne Stuart had 
taken up with another man and left him with debts that were not rightfully 
his to pay. DNB, XV, 867, XIX, 96; Mrs. E. Stuart Wortley (ed.), A Prime 
Minister and His Son: From the Correspondence of the 3rd Earl of Bute . . . 
(London: John Murray, 1925), 40n, 220n; Harold C. Syrett (ed.), The Papers 
of Alexander Hamilton (New York: Columbia University Press, 1961—), 
III, 28-29, 34; Poellnitz to JI, February 20, 1788, McRee, Iredell, II, 19-24. 

Pierce Butler to James Iredell 

Country near to Frankfort, July 31st, 1782 

My Dear Sir 

Your two very kind and acceptable favors of the 13th of May and 
30th of June,1 found me yesterday at a place in the country five 
miles from Philadelphia, that I had retired to for the benefit of 
breathing purer air than the town affords at this season. These are 
the only letters that I have received from you for a long time past; 
but that should not have prevented my writing to you oftener than 
I have done of late, had any means of forwarding my letters offered. 
We are here very barren of news. Trade that flourished so highly 
when I first arrived here, is very nearly, if not totally destroyed: 
insomuch that I believe there have not been six arrivals at Phila- 
delphia for six months past. Scarce a vessel belonging to this port 
has escaped the vigilance of the British cruisers. Before this 
reaches you, doubtless you will have heard of the arrival of a 
French fleet on this coast. It is said that they are gone to Boston 
to refit; some think they are destined to act against New York. I 
am not in the secret. Your acquaintance, Doctor Williamson, from 
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his present situation, can give you better information on this head, 
as well as the state of our affairs, than I can. 

Is it not astonishing that the present British Ministry should 
suffer themselves to be so blinded as to think of a reconciliation 
with America on any terms short of independence? Yet are they 
deliberately passing what they term American Peace Bills through 
the different branches of their legislature. I do not find in any of 
their proceedings that I have seen, the Duke of Richmond giving 
into this idle notion of peace with America, on any terms short of 
a general one, with an open declaration of our independence. Next 
to Lord Abbington, the Duke appears to me the most candid and 
independent among the peers. I admire the character of Lord 
Abbington exceedingly: his bold, independent sentiments, are such 
as a peer of the realm should use, and give a dignity to the char- 
acter. Have you seen his strictures on the conduct of Lord Corn- 
wallis, and his plain opinion of Arnold? They are worth your 
reading.2 

Mrs. Butler desires me to present her thanks to Mrs. Iredell and 
the ladies for their kind remembrance of her. She joins in best 
respects to them and you, with, Dear Sir, Your affect, friend and 
obed't serv't, 

P. Butler 

I shall thank you for the news of your country, and your political 
situation. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 24-25). 

1 Not found. 
- See Ian R. Christie, The End of North's Ministry, 1780-1782 (London: 

Macmillan, 1958); Alan Valentine, Lord North (Norman: University of Okla- 
homa Press, 2 volumes, 1967), II, chaps, xliv-xlvi. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Arthur Cotton's in Hertford, 
Thursday morning 
Sept. 7 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

I am happy in meeting here with the return of the Edenton Post 
which will permit me to give you some account, tho' scold as you 
will it must be a short one of my Zig Zag progress from Edenton.1 
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We got to Laurence Baker's the evening after we left you, and 
there I heard an account which induced me to think that the 
Baron and his Lady2 had left Mr. Baker's the Thursday before, 
but in not being certain, and being very inconsistent with the 
other account I determined to go on and be upon a certainty. I 
accordingly set off next morning and saw a Gentleman at Summer- 
ton who came through Suffolk on Saturday and said he was sure 
the Baron and his Lady were not there at that time, though he 
heard mention of the Baron's goods and believed he had been 
there. I proceeded to Mr. Baker's where I found that the Baron's 
illness had been much exaggerated, and that they had actually 
gone from there last Thursday. He had been for two days unable 
to walk, but never speechless. His pains occasionally shifted, and 
when he went away one arm was almost entirely deadened, but he 
was very cheerful. My Lady was very well except that she had had 
a very little fever one night, and her rest was much broken by his 
complaints, notwithstanding which he would not permit her to 
sleep in another room. They went to Suffolk in the Stage waggon, 
and their quarters there are at a tavern, one Mr. Jones's. They were 
waited upon the first night by several Gentlemen who came to 
sup with them, but they were too much indisposed to be seen. A 
Vessel that had brought Tobacco there was to take in their goods. 
They were at Suffolk on Sunday. I wrote the Baron a line from Mr. 
Baker's. You cannot imagine how much I was effected at the sight 
of so many places we had been all together. We had better never 
see much company, than so soon be parted from them. 

I came this way that I might have an opportunity of forwarding 
my papers with more certainty than from Halifax, and intend to 
finish them here and send them to your Brother John's which is 
21 miles from here. I shall trouble you with the care of them, and 
if they do not reach you in a few days I wish you could contrive 
to send for them. Mrs. Pearson, I imagine, would send if you were 
to apply to her. If Crooke or any body should apply in the mean 
time, tell them I shall send their papers. Windsley did not intend 
to stop here, till I intercepted him. He found me in the midst 
of my business and has no time to stay, so that if you think not 
this a sufficient apology for the present scrawl, I am sure you 
are unreasonable. I can absolutely write to nobody else, which you 
will apologize for. How fortunate it was you did not come with me! 
Another time I shall think better of your discretion, and try to 
check my own impatience. I could not go to So. Quay without 
going much out of my way, as I resolved to come this way—so 
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you must excuse my not getting you the tea. Remember the South 
Carolina Ladies. I will endeavour to reach Halifax or Colo. Mc- 
Culloch's tonight. I am perfectly well. God grant you may be so. 
Take good care of yourself. Remember my love to your Sister's 
Family, and to your Brother's. Nelly will not be now so uncon- 
scionable as to blame me for not writing. One will I hope be 
constantly assured of my affection. I expect you will be obliged to 
apply to her to read this letter. O! how have I wished that I had 
had a double chair to have brought you up with me. The thought 
of travelling alone, after being so lately with you (even without 
the Baron and his Lady) are very mortifying and distressing. 
Adieu! my dear Hannah and believe me Most affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S.   You must not expect my paper 
this time as I have stolen one from 
Windsley to be replaced with mine. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 JI was off on the first leg of his journey to practice in the fall sessions of 
superior court at Hillsborough and Halifax. He was away from home approxi- 
mately two months. 

2 Baron Poellnitz and his wife Anne Stuart. See JI and Hannah Iredell to Helen 
Blair, July 25, 1782, above. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Elk Marsh, Sept. 28th, 1782 

My dear Hannah 

My last letter was from Edward's Ferry,1 whence I reached 
Halifax before 12. I staid there to get my horses shod, during 
which time I dined at a feast at Mr. Wilie Jones's, in company with 
the new bride and bridegroom, Captain and Mrs. Dawe (Davis 
that was), who were married on Wednesday night, and paid two or 
three visits. Mr. and Mrs. Hogg were married on Sunday, and set 
off on Tuesday to a horse-race at Warren. Upon coming here last 
night I met Mr. and Mrs. Pollok, and she requested that we might 
travel together, but we must manoeuvre well if we do so, on 
account of the scarcity of corn. They are pressing to set off, so I 
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can only assure you that I am ever Most affectionately your 

Jas. Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 25-26). 

1 Not found, but McRee, Iredell, II, 26, mentions the letter, dated September 
27, 1782, without reproducing it. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Hillsborough October 8th. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

I expect this will be delivered to you by Mr. Hugh Eaton, who 
is going to Edenton with some things for the purchase of Salt. He 
tells me he shall have 3 very good casks of butter which I have 
engaged of him if not under 200 lb and you approve of it, presuming 
your Brother may like part or if he should be supplied that some 
other Person may. He thinks also he shall have some Cheese and I 
have expressed a desire to take part which I wish you to do if it be 
pretty good. He has promised you the refusal of both butter and 
cheese. 

I shall have many opportunities of writing to you before you get 
this, so I will only add that I am quite well and Most affectionately 
yours 

Jas Iredell 

One of these is engaged for Mr. Nat Allen by Will Hooper if Mrs. 
Allen likes it. I find the Casks weigh near 300. You see one is for 
Mr. Allen. This being the case and do, as you please, with the rest. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton. By favour 
of Mr. Eaton." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Hillsborough October 9th. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

I have just heard of Mr. Hencher preparing to leave the Court 
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in time to acquaint you by him that I am here perfectly well, and 
very agreeably situated as usual with my good friends Mr. and 
Mrs. Hooper. Mr. and Mrs. Pollok are also at their house. Mr. 
Hooper and his two younger children have been very sick, but are 
much better. Mrs. Hooper and their eldest son quite well. I have 
got no money here, but am not singular, and have reason to think 
Mr. Moore is about providing my fee. The Court has been al- 
together taken up with Criminals, mostly for horse stealing, and 
many have been already convicted. Their defenses have been 
chiefly confided to the most inconsiderable Characters, who sub- 
mit to methods to obtain such business that those of honour and 
principle disdain. I don't expect to be at Halifax till the 15th. when 
I hope to meet your Brother and letters from you. I am really most 
anxious to hear from you. You are frequently remembered at 
dinner by that most charming Woman Mrs. Hooper, whose esteem 
you are so properly desirous of and I am sure greatly possess. 
Heaven grant I may hear of your being well, and my other Friends. 
Give my love to all who are entitled to it, in the number of whom 
my dear Nelly is ever in my mind. You must not blame me for this 
short letter. It is really unavoidable. My heart beats for the time 
of meeting with you upon which be as soon as possible, as my 
anxiety is inexpressible to assure you in honor how faithfully I 
am, my dearest Hannah, Most affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

James Iredell to Thomas Burke 

Hillsborough Oct. 12th. 1782 

Dear Sir, 

Being to go from here on my way to Halifax in company with 
Mr Hooper and some other company tomorrow morning, I send 
my Servant forward to your house to take the liberty of enquiring 
if Miss Eelbank is still there, in which case I shall immediately 
wait on her to attend her down.1 But if she should have gone from 
you you will have the goodness to excuse my not waiting on you, 
as from my being detained here longer than I expected. I shall 
have very little time to spare, and the company I shall be with 
propose getting to Harrisburg tomorrow night. Besides Mr Hooper 
I expect the Company of Mr Moore and Mr Penn. 
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If Miss Eelbank be with you will you be pleased to present my 
respects to her and acquaint her that I shall attend her when she 
is ready to set off. And if she should not you will oblige me in 
presenting my respectful Compliments to Mrs Bennihan, and 
requesting her to excuse my not waiting upon her, which is 
entirely owing to the circumstances I mention, and gives real 
concern to Dear Sir, Your obedient Servant 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. If you have any commands I shall be glad to carry them. 

RC (Burke Papers, UNC). 

1 Burke was succeeded in April, 1782, as governor by Alexander Martin. See 
Martin to JI, June 24, 1782, above. Burke had indicated he wished no second 
term, and indeed he might not have been given another year in office had he 
wanted it. Many North Carolinians felt that Burke was guilty of a violation 
of parole, notwithstanding the governor's claim that the British did not live 
up to their obligation to protect him. Deeply embittered, Burke was living in 
retirement at his home near Hillsborough at the time JI wrote to him. Wat- 
terson, "The Ordeal of Governor Burke," 112-117. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax October 16th. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

Having waited for Mr. Hooper at Hillsborough till Sunday I 
did not arrive here till this morning, when I had the pleasure to 
meet your Brother and two letters from you,1 for which I am much 
obliged to you but cannot but observe with great concern that in 
one of them you speak rather too sarcastically about my indiffer- 
ence in writing to you, when I assure you upon my honour it was 
totally out of my power to write in any other manner than I did. 
Believe me, my heart is entirely and most faithfully yours, and 
you may safely banish all suspicions of its [devotion?]. I rejoice 
with the happiest exultation on your preserving you health so 
well in the mist of so general a sickness. Heaven be praised for it, 
and God grant I may find you perfectly well. I am entirely so. It 
gives me pain that your Sister has been sick, but I have great 
pleasure in finding she was getting much better. I was as usual 
very happy with my good Friends Mr. and Mrs. Hooper, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Pollok staid in the same house with us. Our time passed 
very agreeably, but not so I do assure you as to prevent my often 
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thinking with a sigh of you. Mr. Hooper's Family have been very 
sickly at Hillsborough. Himself, his Daughter, and his youngest 
Son have been all sick. Mrs. Hooper and the older quite well. He is 
recovering fast himself, but we left his Daughter in a very indif- 
ferent state of health, for she could not be prevailed upon to take 
medicine. He wanted to have brought her down with him, but she 
could not part with her Mother. Mr. and Mrs. Pollok left Hills- 
borough Friday, and we left them as we came along at Judge 
Williams's where poor Nelly was very sick with something, I hear, 
of a bilious fever, but I hope not a dangerous one tho' she had been 
very ill. This makes their return uncertain tho' they were anxious 
to come on. Don't charge me with indifference now. My Sunday 
has been to write to you in expectation of the post which is 
expected to day, and I leave all the other lawyers on the look out 
to employ myself thus agreeably. We have not been in town much 
above an hour, and are engaged for three dinners, after having had 
3 or 4 invitations for this day alone. What think you of that? I am 
sorry I left no word about Mr. Spaight's business.2 I was one of 
those I could not finish at home, but I have done it since, and 
given the papers in charge to the Governor. I am vexed at [Dick?]. 
I expected he would have waited at Judge Williams's, and he has 
gone rapidly on without ever calling at the Gilchrist's where he 
was to have staid two or three days. This only prevented my writ- 
ing by him, tho' he did not intend calling at Edenton, but I had 
the day before wrote one of my unavoidable flyers for which you 
perhaps may scold me by Mr. [Kinchen].3 I am sorry to hear of 
the deaths. I shall certainly write a line to Nelly [. . .] if it be but 
a line. Remember me affectionately to your Sister and your 
Brother's and Mrs. Dawson's Families. I am concerned at what 
you write about the lake. Adieu! my dearest Hannah, and believe 
me Most faithfully and affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I can yet form no conjecture about my return, but I shall 
not lose a moment. 

Oct. 16. in the evening. The Post has not come to day, and I find 
a moment's leisure to converse a little longer with you, which I 
lay hold of with pleasure whatever you may be disposed to think of 
it, for in your absence my mind can really feel no greater satis- 
faction than in any thing like an intercourse with you. I suffered 
great anxiety at Hillsborough in not having it in my power to 
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hear of you, and my desire to do so would have brought me down 
sooner but that Mr. Hooper wished me to stay for him, which I 
could not properly decline after experiencing such extreme kind- 
ness at his house. I cannot be sufficiently thankful that you have 
preserved your health so well in this sickly season. It makes me 
infinitely happy. I don't doubt that you will find me perfectly well 
on my return. Tho' my great fatigue in travelling up made me at 
[. . .] little unwell but never so as to be at all confined, and I am 
quite well now. What you and Nelly mention of a certain affair 
gives me great pain. In my opinion there is much reason for com- 
plaint, and I see not how it can be honorably cleared up. What an 
unhappy proof of the extreme caution necessary in subjects of 
that importance! Fatal precipitation! How much now without 
avail to be regretted! I am astonished at your hearing nothing 
certain of the Baron and his Lady. To say the truth, I was a little 
mortified at not seeing them, and laugh at me as you please I really 
believe, had I had a day or two to spare, I should have followed 
them to Suffolk. Mr. and Mrs. Pollok now entertain no doubts and 
speak of them with great respect. They were at Capt. Meredith's 
coming up, and there heard a most exalted character of both of 
them, which I suppose with other things helped to cure them of 
their infidelity. 

Oct. 19. I had intended writing more, but was interrupted, and 
since have been so engaged as not to be able to renew it. I send 
these letters, [Charly Kinchen] included, by Mr. Collins who 
possibly may be in town before me. Thank you, my dear Hannah, 
for your letter by him. Your Brother is quite well. Give my love to 
all and believe me Most Truly and most Affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Not found. 
2 Richard Dobbs Spaight (1758-1802), nephew of Governor Arthur Dobbs, 

was educated at the University of Glasgow and returned to North Carolina in 
1778. He began a long and distinguished political career in 1781 by represent- 
ing Craven County in the General Assembly. In 1784 he served one term in 
the Continental Congress. His subsequent career will be mentioned later. 
Ashe, Biographical History, II, 381-385; DAB, XVII, 419-420. 

:5 In this letter JI refers to Charly Kinchen, who has not been identified. 
It is possible that JI meant John Kinchen, or possibly Charly Kinchen, was a 
relative. In any case, John Kinchen of Orange County was a power on the 
local political scene, occupying virtually all county offices of consequence and 
serving in the provincial congresses and the General Assembly. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Elk Marsh 22d. Oct. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote to you by Jos. Collins, and sent you by him two or three 
letters. Mr. Hooper and I came here Saturday evening, and your 
Brother last evening. We are all well, except that Mr. Hooper is 
complaining a little, but not much. I can yet form no conjecture 
about the time of my departure. The Court cannot last longer than 
Friday, but how much sooner it may determine, or I be able to get 
away, is uncertain. I have received at the Court £60 in ready 
money, out of which I have paid Mr. Hooper, so the sum for him 
is at your service. Your Brother wants to write a line, so I must 
resign to him, first desiring my love to all, and assuring you I am 
ever, my dearest Hannah, Most affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." Both this 
letter and the following one to Hannah Iredell are dated October 22, 1782. 
However, JI mentions in the subsequent missive that he had written a short 
note the day before. Therefore, the correct dates should be either October 21 
and 22, or October 22 and 23, respectively for the two letters. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax Oct. 22d. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

I had the pleasure my dear Hannah to receive yours yesterday1 

by Mr. Carmichael, and was made very happy by the information 
it contained, but I assure you not a little mortified by what you 
said in regard to writing to your Brother. Why will you always 
think the worst of me? I knew of no opportunity whilst I was at 
Hillsborough but by Mr. Kinchen, and that was upon very short 
notice and by accident when I was engaged in immediate business. 
I did not expect any opportunity so early, or I should have had 
a letter prepared. When Jo. Collins arrives, you will find I have 
not been negligent here, but possibly my manner may be too hurry- 
ing. However if you knew how we were plagued here from morning 
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till night with a variety of business, and repeated troublesome 
solicitations, you would excuse it. Had not your letter been mixed 
with a good deal of kindness I should have been really vexed. As 
it is, I entirely forgive it, but the pain cannot be immediately 
removed. 

Your Brother is very well, and was made quite happy by the 
account of his Family. I am glad you had the two children with 
you. Is the little Boy's name really fixed? I [find?] I cannot be 
very much affected with the compliment, but it is a pity, I think, to 
give so pretty a Boy so ugly a name.2 What was it that Nelly had 
so much to say? In the way of kindness or censure. I dread the 
latter, and I know too well how powerful she is in it, but I must 
beg you to atone for your unjust severity to me by trying to make 
my peace with her, assuring her of my most tender affection, and 
that my omitting to write more to her has not been altogether 
my fault. Mr. and Mrs. Pollok left Colo. McCulloch's yesterday 
morning, intending to be at Balgra on Thursday. I wrote you a 
line or two by them, to be upon a certainty, tho' I then hoped to 
be at home that day myself but I now find I shall be diverted till 
the very last day which is Friday, and I have reed. £62.0.0 in ready 
money, out of which I have paid Mr. Hooper his £10 [. . .] so you 
may command that at home. 

Gray, one of the principals in the murder of Quinn, has been 
convicted and Linton, I believe, will be tried to day.3 The proof very 
strong, and almost irresistable. 

I wrote the above, not thinking Mr. Armitree would go so soon, 
not knowing of any immediate opportunity. Your Brother is quite 
well. Owing to cursed delay, and vain talking, I am afraid I shall 
not get from here till Saturday morning. I believe I shall go by 
Winton. Adieu! remember my love to all. I enclose a line for Nelly 
wrote since the above was.4 I am ever Most affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Not found. 
2 The reference is to James Cathcart Johnston (1782-1865), who was born 

the previous June 25. Educated at the College of New Jersey, Johnston in- 
herited Hayes plantation with the papers of his father. Samuel Johnston. See 
"Odyssey of the Iredell Papers," Volume I. 

3 See JI to Hannah Iredell, August 25, 1781, above. 
4 Not found. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Eden House Nov. 15th. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

We had a very agreeable passage yesterday to Mr. Pollok's 
where we dined, and came from thence here in the evening;1 

I [mean] Mr. Hooper and myself. Dr. Burke set off before dinner, 
intending to go to Mr. Gray's, being, as Mr. Pollok observed, wife- 
hungry. The Family here are all pretty well. Penny's Cold almost 
entirely well. The Pollok Family, including, I believe, the Judge 
and the attorney, are to dine here to day. Mr. Hooper and myself 
are to set off immediately after breakfast. I forgot to mention to 
you the 3 dollars of the Baron I received, and which I wish should 
be sent by any good opportunity you may know to his Children at 
the Parson's.2 Dr. Lenox also was in want of 2 mattresses, and I 
told him I believed your Sister could spare him one.3 None of the 
Miss Lenox's are here, nor any account of them. Adieu! my dearest 
Hannah. Take care of yourself, and let me hear from you if possible. 
I intend to return this way, and hope to meet you here. Give my 
love to our Family and your Brothers, and doubt not my being 
ever Most faithfully and most affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

1 JI, having returned to Edenton after practicing- in the Hillsborough and 
Halifax superior courts, was again off on the circuit, this time to the New 
Bern and Wilmington superior courts. 

- Baron Poellnitz had left his children temporarily in the care of the 
Reverend Daniel Earl. 

3 Dr. Robert Lenox returned to the state in 1782. The circumstances are 
not known; the State Records is silent on the subject. He continued to live 
in Bertie County until his death in 1789. Parramore, "The Saga of 'the Bear' 
and the 'Evil Genius,' " 331-332. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern, Nov. 18th, 1782 

My Dear Hannah 

[....] Mr. Hooper and myself are extremely well lodged at Mrs. 
Carruthers', each having a separate room [....] I have little news 
to communicate, but we have been told that an American captain, 
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who came here about a week ago in a flag from Charleston, said 
that one-half the troops were embarked, and the rest preparing to 
embark, and that the evacuation of the town was considered as 
certain. I think, however, it would not be prudent to rely with too 
much confidence upon it. A flag went hence to Charleston a few 
days ago, in which among others went Wilson Blount, upon some 
frivolous pretext or other, but no doubt to purchase goods. Too 
much of this trade, I fear, is carrying on [....] 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 27). 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern Nov. 20th. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you a few lines by little Dundee the day before yesterday, 
which I hope you may have received before this, tho' the weather 
has been very unpromising and if he has not made very great 
haste and had some good luck he cannot have arrived by this time. 
I have been incessantly engaged ever since I came to town, and 
had a considerable share of the business, tho' hitherto I have not 
received more than between £40 and 50. Our Lodgings, as I wrote 
you, are very good and rendered more agreeable by the accession 
of Mr. Maclaine's and Mr. Hay's1 company. When I shall get from 
here is uncertain, tho' I do not expect it will be sooner than the 
27th. as there is a great deal of business with the Court and some 
Admiralty business also. The Judges, I am sorry to say it, still 
preserve their animosity, and differ upon almost every disputable 
question, and with very near as much indecency as they did at 
Edenton, and Mr. Ash has not come to incline the scale. Every 
thing here seems very dull. I see nothing lively or chearful to 
atone for a dull wrangling day, but our whole time is spent with 
unfortunate solicitation, idle debates, or during a moment's in- 
terval insipid conversation. Mr. Hooper has heard from Mrs. 
Hooper since he came here. His Daughter was much better and 
the rest quite well, but Colo. Clark who was there was very ill. One 
letter mentioned it was apprehended he was dying, but his Sister's 
last letter said that he was better. God forbid he should die for 
many years to come. Mrs. Clark was with him. He has been in an 
ill state of health for many months, and unfortunately too un- 
manageable for a sick man.  There is great reason to believe 
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Charlestown will be evacuated, every preparation having been 
made for that purpose, and Gen. Leslie in consequence of all agree- 
ment with Gen Greene has advertised that none of the Negroes 
shall be carried off and promised that they shall be restored upon 
their owners application. This I am informed by what I think good 
authority. In return, it is said, a number of British and Refugee 
Merchants are to be allowed to stay a few months longer in the 
town after the evacuation. Notwithstanding all which, some 
Persons still doubt whether the British will leave the town, sup- 
posing they will receive counter-orders from England. I saw 
Dundee here the other day. He came in with a cart. I endeavoured 
to prevail on him, if he could get his Master's leave, to come and 
pay us a visit, assuring him of a safe conduct whenever he thought 
it proper to return and that if it was any loss to his Master I would 
deduct it out of his hire. He seemed inclined to come, and I will 
speak to his Master also. I am sure you would all be very glad to 
see him. Tell Sarah, Peter is very well. Let me hear from you if 
possible and send my letters as I desired under cover to Mr. Cooke. 
I shall be very anxious to hear from Dr. Lenox. Pray present my 
respects in particular to him and to Mr. Barker and to my other 
Friends in general. Give my love to your Sister and all her Family, 
and believe me ever, my dearest Hannah, with the utmost anxiety 
and tenderness, Your truly affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. A melancholy account has been received of the death of Mr. 
Lopez in Rhode Island, of whom you have frequently heard Mr. 
and Mrs. Pollok speak, and who was a very respectable man. He 
was riding into the Country in company with his whole Family 
and other of his Friends, and being foremost in a single chair, in 
attempting to pass a brook where the water was too high, or where 
there was a quicksand, was drowned in sight of his whole Family.2 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton. 

1 John Hay, a young: Irishman, emigrated to North Carolina in 1780, settling 
at Fayetteville and beginning the practice of law. Ashe, Biographical History, 
VI, 269-273. See also William Hooper to JI, November 23, 1783, below. 

2 For Aaron Lopez, the Rhode Island merchant with extensive trading con- 
nections with North Carolina, see Virginia B. Piatt, "Tar, Staves, and New 
England Rum: The Trade of Aaron Lopez of Newport, Rhode Island, with 
Colonial North Carolina," NCHR, XLVIII (Winter, 1971), 1-22; Stanley F. 
Chyet, Lopez of Newport: Colonial American Merchant Prince (Detroit: 
Wayne State University Press, 1970). 
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Helen "Nelly" Blair to James Iredell 

Edenton November [24, 1782] 

I know very well, my Dr Uncle the method you pursue. You 
write to Aunt and all your other correspondents and then if you 
have any time left and can't readily find an excuse, (tho' I fancy 
you are seldom at a loss as Lady, being quicker at them) you hurry 
over a few lines to me as you know I always expect a Letter when 
Aunt gets one and indeed it always mortifies me greatly when I 
am disappointed in that expectation. I am much obliged to you for 
your Letter by Dundee.1 It was very short but as it was an assur- 
ance of your Health and safe arrival at Newbern it could not fail 
to give pleasure. 

I wish I had a lively imagination. I could then find something to 
entertain you with which at present I can not for the Town is very 
very dull. It is more so than ever I knew it. It is even as dull as 
Windsor. I have not been from home but once since you went away 
and that was over the creek last Sunday so that I have not heard 
any newes to write you. I had forgot I call'd one day to see Dr 
Lenox. He still continues very ill. His wound it is feared will be 
very difficult to cure. Poor Man. I fancy his time passes very 
heavily for there is not much company in Town just now. Mr Black 
has heard of the Death of his Mother and youngest Sister. Capt 
Smith got home last Monday. They say his Health is mended but 
little. He was better till the vessel run ashore when he caught 
fresh cold. I ought to ask pardon for troubling you with so much 
nonsense at a time. I daresay you have business enough by trusting 
to your good nature which I know is very great and your readiness 
to forgive faults I will conclude with assuring you my Dr Uncle 
that I am and ever shall remain your Affectiona[te] Neice 

HBl[air] 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "James Iredell Esqr Newbern." En- 
dorsed "Edenton Nov. 24th, 1782. Helen Blair." 

Not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern, Nov. 25th, 1782 

[. . .] Cooke is now a very happy fellow. Mr. Hooper and I with 
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much trouble, though with the clear opinion of the Judges, have 
gained a very important cause for him upon which land of great 
value was depending. Every art of chicane was used to prevent its 
recovery, but all difficulties are now obviated. He has a brother 
here lately arrived from the West Indies, very like him but much 
soberer, to whom he has resigned his clerkship, which he was too 
indolent to keep in any decent order. His brother has a wife in 
Rhode Island, and means, of course, to settle here. 

I have received at this court altogether upwards of £90 in ready 
money, besides which, I have owing to me, for business of the 
Superior Admiralty Courts, more than £110. Most, if not all of 
this, will remain on credit, I suppose, till next May; but the sum 
received, I think, is not a despicable one. Let me earnestly entreat 
you, on the strength of it, to supply yourself with things useful; 
and you will oblige me essentially in getting such things as you 
want, particularly for your own use. 

Nothing further, with any certainty of Charleston, and there 
are various opinions as to the evacuation [....] Your ever and 
entirely affectionate 

James Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 28). 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington Dec. 2d. 1782 

My dear Hannah, 

It is extremely uncertain when you may receive this letter, but I 
am unwilling to let any possible opportunity pass without you 
hearing from me. I have thought myself fortunate in having had 
more opportunities than usual of writing to you from Newbern, 
altho' I regret very much my not having had the pleasure to hear 
much from you since I left you, which however I am persuaded 
had not been owing to any negligence of yours. Mr. Hooper and 
I arrived here yesterday and are both well, altho' not a little 
fatigued in consequence of very bad accomodations on the road. The 
latest accounts from Charlestown speak of the evacuation of it 
with great uncertainty. Mr. Geo. Hooper very lately told a Gentle- 
man of this town who saw him near Charlestown, that he believed 
it would be either evacuated in ten days, or not till the Spring. 
But there is already a very numerous garrison of the Refugees at 
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St. Augustine, commanded as we are told by Colo. John Hamilton, 
who has received what is called a Letter of Service for that purpose, 
tho' not regularly exchanged. This letter of service is explained to 
mean a permission to exercise any kind of authority short of actual 
military service, which is a distinction that I confess I do not 
comprehend. Nelly must excuse my not writing to her this time. 
Pray remember me to her with very great affection, as also to your 
Sister and the rest of her Family, and to others in a proper manner 
according to your discretion. I shall flatter myself with the hope 
of meeting you at Eden House, but as I shall have to stop a little 
on the road to try to pick up money I cannot probably be there 
sooner than the 20th. or 21st. and desire you not expect me 
sooner. If you should be now with that family remember me affec- 
tionately to them. I shall be very impatient till this Court is at an 
end, so that I may have a little rest and happiness at home. My 
life is indeed at present a very harrasing one, and I am sure ought 
to be much more profitable than it generally is. But I think I see 
every pleasing opening and that we shall not be without some 
compensation for our long sufferings. If there be in Edenton any 
good superfine Ravens gray 1 will be obliged to you if you will try 
to get me enough for a Suit, for the Coat I wear is really grown 
very dirty and shabby. But I am not very anxious to get a suit of 
any other colour. 

I flatter myself the pleasant weather we have had has kept you 
healthy. God grant I may find you perfectly so on my return. In 
the meantime, my dearest Hannah, I bid you most affectionately 
adieu, and assure you of my being ever Most faithfully yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

Hugh Williamson to James Iredell 

Philadelphia, Dec. 2, 1782 

Dear Sir 

Your favor of the 13th ultimo came to hand by this day's post.1 

The Secretary for Foreign Affairs2 had called on me some days ago 
to know what answer I had got on the subject of the memoir, and, 
supposing that it had missed its passage, I had made out another 
copy which would have been sent on to-morrow. I had not recol- 
lected the circuit of courts. Of news, there is none in town, civil 
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or military, foreign or domestic, since a foolish fellow, four months 
ago, blew out his brains, as a proof that he had none; or what is 
nearly the same thing, he killed himself, because a coquette 
proved to be nothing but a coquette. Since that event nobody has 
ever killed themselves for the amusement of the public, nor does 
this town produce any news! To say that balls and dances are 
frequent is saying little, for we have them every night. Should I 
say that such are the late improvements of luxury, and the true 
style of living, that many of the citizens have found the means of 
spending more in one year than they make in two, you might be 
surprised, for "nemo dat quod non habet," but they contrive to 
spend what they have not. I hope the unsociable mode of making 
entertainments where the face of a lady does not appear, will not 
reach our country. 

This body is torn to pieces with factions, not Whig and Tory, 
but Whig and better Whig. The Tory is a third party, and I think 
rather more numerous than either of the others. I become daily 
more in love with our own State, and should I become more in love 
with the ladies of our State, you would readily believe me, especi- 
ally should I give you the description of a true city lady in full 
dress—head, hoop, and all, but I don't love caricature; to draw 
after the life might obtain that name. Now that I have naturally 
mentioned women, pray, how is your fair kinswoman on the other 
side of the Sound? Is she almost half French, half American? for 
the wife is half, often the better half of her husband, I suppose 
the husband should be half of his wife.3 I wish I could think of this 
matter with a pulse perfectly regular. But a thousand things will 
happen not exactly as a lady could wish, and if we are not philos- 
ophers, we ought to be. I shall hardly hear whether dances or any 
other amusements help you in Edenton to pass the evenings, in 
fact I can hear of no domestic occurrences. Nobody has ever writ- 
ten me whether any vessel, prize, or merchant ship, has arrived at 
Edenton for the last six weeks. 

Be assured that I am with the utmost esteem, Your obedient 
servant 

H. Williamson 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 29-31). 

i Not found. North Carolina, for a long time with only one member—Ben- 
jamin Hawkins—in Congress, brought its delegation up to voting strength 
when Williamson took his seat in that body on July 19, 1782. Although the^ 
were soon joined by Abner Nash and William Blount, the state could not 
afford to pay the expenses of more than two delegates. Consequently, Blount 
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and Nash returned home, leaving Williamson and Hawkins to represent North 
Carolina in the halls of the Confederation during most of 1783. Ford, JCC, 
XXII, 402, 404. 

2 Robert R. Livingston (1746-1813) of New York was secretary of the 
department of foreign affairs. The subject of the memoir mentioned in this 
and the following sentence is not clear, but the latter sentence suggests that 
it had something to do with the state's court structure. Livingston, a lawyer, 
was at that time contemplating resigning his office. Burnett, LCC, VI, 551. 

:i The reference to JI's relative is perplexing. Apparently the only such 
woman who lived across the sound was the widow Penelope Dawson. 

Noirmont de la Neuville to James Iredell 

December the 5th. 1782—St Kitt 

Dear Sir, 

Mr Pembrune1 a phisician settled in your town, and whom j2 met 
yesterday at General's Quarters, gave me the very agreable infor- 
mation of your and all your Respectable family being well. He has 
promised me to be the Bearer of this letter, and j profit with the 
much more pleasure of this opportunity, that my everlasting 
gratitude for the civilities and Kindness you have favoured us 
with during our too short stay in your Country, has allways made 
me bitterly Lament the want of a safe conveyance, either to trans- 
mitt my thanks, or to receive news from you. Since j left your 
Country,3 which happened in december 1779 j passed near two 
years in france; at length tired of being idle, j petitioned to join 
the 2d Batallion of our Regiment, then stationned in West Indies; 
j obtained it, and arrived in the month of april Last to Granada. 
Some weeks ago j was ordered to St Christopher, and in this place 
j think j shall be confined, till the war be over, j must confess that 
ten years of american war, would be less tedious to me than one 
Single campaign in this cursed country. But j have nothing to 
reproach me upon that head, j left your Service But when my duty 
called me back to my Regiment. Tis not necessary to tell you how 
pleasant a Satisfaction it will be to me to correspond with you; 
what j Regret, is that the news coming from So narrow a spot of 
Land as this island, cannot bear the least proportion with those 
your interesting country Brings forth every day; But, Sir, you are 
used to lay the obligations on my Side, and j never will cease to 
acknowledge it. 

Give me leave to present my Respectful Compliments to Mrs 
Iredel and Mrs Blair; j was in doubt whether, in recalling me to 
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the remembrance of the charming Miss Blair, there was another 
name to join to her own; Mr Pembrune has cleared my doubts, So 
j must reserve my Congratulations for another letter. 

My Brother Laneuville Sailed from Ostend at the Beginning of 
October, j expected him hourly; you may be persuaded he will 
share my Satisfaction upon the news j will communicate to him 
about you and your family. 

j am with every Sentiment dictated by the greatest considera- 
tion and warmest gratitude Dear Sir, Your Most obedient Servant 

Noirmont Capitane en Second de 
chasseurs au Regiment Royal [. . .] 
a St Christophe 

P.S. Mr Pembrune has promised me to take care of a few Bottles 
of old Rum, which j desire you to accept. But till now j could not 
send them to him as he is Seven miles distant from this place, j 
hope [he] will Sail for Edentown But from Sandy point. So that 
will enable me to deliver them to him. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "James Iredell Esq Edenton North 
Carolina Hond. by Doctr Pembrune." Endorsed "St Kitts Dec. 5th. 1782. Capt. 
Noirmont." JI later noted "Ansd. March 29, 1783." Not found. 

1 Dr. Dominic Pembrune arrived in Edenton from France in 1778. Contrary 
to prevailing attitudes in that day, he boldly advertised his skill "in the Art 
of Man midwife," just as he claimed to have cures for "all sorts of veneral 
distempers." North Carolina Gazette (New Bern), July 31, 1778. 

2 Neuville used "j" in place of "I." 
3 See Neuville to JI, [ca. November, 1777], Volume I. 
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1783 
Richard Gemon1 to James Iredell 

Richmond 6th. Jany. 1783 

Sir 

By the Baron de Poelnittz directions, I address you this letter 
(as his poor state of health (contrary to his expectations) will 
not admit him, as yet, to answer the severall favours you honur'd 
him with) to intreat you, to take his little familly under your 
protection, by keeping a Watchful Eye over them, in your 
moments of leisure. You will receive, Sir a small bundle to yr 
address which contains things for the Boys and for Miss de 
Poellnitz, a list of them you have here; besides these, you will 
find a small bundle 2 yds of Cloth and a piece of silk which 
the Baron and his lady requests you will both accept of as a small 
acknowledgement of the many Civilitys and sincere Marks 
of Friendship you have bestowed on them during their stay in 
Edentown.2 

Parson Earl has Reced for the Childrens Pension £57 Pound 
yr Currency. Should he Call to you for further money on accot., 
please to draw on me for what ever he may want and for what 
ever wants you think the children may have, using in meantime 
the greatest Economy there in. On the other side you have the 
Contents of the bundles wch are for Clothing the Children. You'll 
be pleased to have them properly made up as soon as Reced, 
being all in Want of Winter Cloaths. 

If I can be of service to you Sir Give me leave to offer them 
to you and to assure you that I Remain Your very hum Svt 

Richd. Gernon 

My address is R. G. 
Mr— 

in Richmond    P. To turn 
In the bundle Wrote on, for the Barons Children 

7 yd Caff Coting to make them Jacket and britches 
5 Sticks twist 

4 yds. thred Cotton for lining 
4 Dozn. Small buttons 

In that for Miss Poelnittz 
7 yds. Camlot for a Gown 
1 yd./V4 Scarlet, Cloth for a Cloak 
in that for Yr good self 
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A piece silk 
2 yd S fine Cloth 
The Whole Rapt in one Bundle 

Sir 

I am much indebted to you in account of manni kind Letters 
witch I receivd from you, and much more for Civilities and marks 
of friendship; but the former I will satisfy as Soon as my Haelth 
givs my Leaf to writ (providet you will Excuse my bad English) 
but I will always be behind in the latter. Being not able to writ 
[. ..] believ me Sir Your most obedient Servet. 

B L Poellnitz 

RC   (Johnson  Papers,  A&H).  Addressed  "Mr.  James  Iredell  Esq.   Eden- 
town." 

1 Richard Gernon was a Richmond merchant. 
2 When   Poellnitz   departed   Edenton   in    September   1782,   his   children 

remained there. See Hannah Iredell and JI to Helen Blair, July 25, 1782; JI 
to Hannah Iredell, September 7,1782, above. 

Abner Nash to James Iredell 

Philadelphia Janry. 8. 1783 

Dear Sir 

Our old acquaintance will very well warrant the indulgence I 
allow myself of droping you a few Lines from this place, at the 
same time I wish it were more in my power than I find it is, to 
enlighten you on the great topick of peace. You no doubt see the 
Gazetts of this place. I understand Doctor Williamson send them 
regularly to Edenton. These Sir contain as much intelligence as 
a member of Congress can communicate. At the same time an 
opinion may be ventured and I shall freely say to you tho I would 
not venture an opinion to the public, that I hope and much believe 
the present negotiations for peace will have a happy termination. 
From the facts you and the world know I reason thus. The 
Belligerent powers must have known before Commissions were 
exchanged the ultimate views of each party respectively. With 
respect to America she demands only her independence. This also 
is the main object of the war on the part of France. It effects fully 
her views of deminishing the [over] grown power of her natural 
enemy and Rival. As to Spain her Honour is satisfied in the 
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Conquest of Minorca and the Dutch have so little zeal for war 
and so much for trade and comerce that reasonable compensation 
or perhaps something less for the outrages committed on the 
property of her Citizens will satisfie her. Under this view of 
interests taking also into the acct. the humiliating concession of 
Britain already made in granting a Comn. to Treat expressly 
with the 13 U. States, what less can be expected than the wished 
for peace. If G. Britain was not pretty sure, that the ultimate 
concessions in the course of the treaty wch. she had determined 
to make would ensure to her peace, would she be so weak as in 
effect to acknowledge American Independence? Would she not 
reather, at least affect to claim us as her subjects and keep this 
claim open for contingencies during the war? No doubt she would. 
Have not the British Councils declared to the world the impracti- 
cability of recovering their lost Colonies and have they not now 
opened a treaty with them as soveregn and independt. states? 
Yess—wherefore then carry on the War. Can we suppose that in 
her exausted condition, she is capable of forming projects of 
conquest agt. her other Enemies to make good what she has lost 
here. The Idea is too chimerical. Therefore on the whole, I 
conclude and give it as my chimney corner opinion that parties 
are prepared for peace—nothing I do assure you my Dear Sir is 
more true than that poor America is prepared for peace. Indeed 
it may be said she is prepared for nothing else. 

In the early periods of the war Congress possessed powers very 
different from what they do now. They could order the raising of 
Regiments, could organize armies, and what is of particular 
consequence they held the purse strings of America, that is so 
long as paper could be found, they could find money. Possessed 
fully of the Confidence of their Country they could turn even 
rags to money, Midas like what'ere they touched they turned to 
Gold, but alas! this gold has all turned to rags again and the art 
is lost, lost forever, and they are able now only to apply to their 
constituents for money, who are either not able or not willing to 
pay. Perhaps you will say, let them exercise their power of bor- 
rowing as other Sovereigns do who enter into war, but I answer 
if they will borrow as other Nations do, they must provide and 
appropriate ample Funds for paymts. of Interest and principal 
as other nations do. Promises wont do any longer and what funds 
I ask you have Congress in their power—none. They made one 
attempt to bring the states into a consent that they might Tax 
imports as far as 5 percent. And after advocating the propriety 
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nay necessity of the measure as a prop to Credt. for two years 
they have at length the mortification to find it wont go down. The 
little State of R. Island has had it in her power to blast the well 
grounded hopes that were conceived of such a measure and Virga. 
has since on this head gone retrograde.1 A deputation from the 
N. army is now before Congress stating their distresses and 
prophesying what will be the probable consequence of practicing 
any longer on the patience of the Soldiery.2 God grant us you 
will say a happy issue out of all our troubles, so we all say but 
this wont get the Cart out of the Mire. The truth is Sir the fault 
is in the Constitution of Congress and if these distresses should 
happily point out a remedy in the right place and way, we shall 
by and by say as we have often had reason to say before, all is 
for the best. You will guess to what my hopes glance—things 
will soon be better or worse—our representation is now very full. 
All the delegates being here but as our Finances are not calculated 
but for the support of a bare representation Mr Blount and 
myself will go home soon.3 The Doctor is satisfied to stay over 
his time wch. is very agreeable to me. Please to present my best 
respects to Mr. Johnston, yr. Lady, &c. and believe me to be wth. 
the sincerest regard Dear Sir Yr. Obt. Hble servt. 

A:  Nash 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 North Carolina, it will be recalled, strongly supported the amendment to 
the Articles of Confederation giving Congress a revenue of 5 percent on 
foreign imports. See "Making of a Revolutionary," Volume I; Pierce Butler to 
JI, November 16, 1781, above. 

2 The reference is to the affair known as the Newburgh Addresses, which 
held out the threat of extralegal action by the army if its arrears and other 
just needs were not met. For the latest scholarship, see Richard H. Kohn, "The 
Inside History of the Newburgh Conspiracy: America and the Coup d'Etat," 
WMQ, 3d ser., XXVII (April, 1970), 187-220. 

3 For the composition of the North Carolina delegation, see Hugh William- 
son to JI, December 2,1782, above. 

Henry E. McCulloh to James Iredell 

Carolina Coffee House London, 5th. Feb. 1783 

Dear Sir, 

Now, that the blessed Event of Peace has taken place, and that 
it is firmly understood, that in consequence thereof, every healing 
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and Conciliating Measure will be mutually taken, I embrace the 
first opporty. to acquaint you I am living, and desirous above all 
things, to be restored to my friends and Property in the State of 
North Carolina, as I have ever wrote you.1 

I trust, I have a strong claim on the Justice, Goodness, and 
Magnanimity of the State, to hope for a Repeal of the Confiscation 
Acts as far as they may affect me, or my Property; as the only 
thing whc. can be justly brot. in charge agt. me is an inoffensive 
residence here, where I was born, and was resident for many 
years before the War broke out. I have never opposed, deserted, 
or done, or been concerned in anything hostile, or inimical to 
America. And it is proper for me now to make it known, that till 
my father's death, which did not happen till June 1779, he possest 
the entire direction and Controul, both over the Carolina Estate, 
and my Conduct; and that the State of the health both of his 
Body and Mind was such, that to leave him, and gone on as I 
wished, was to have hazarded everything on the Side of his Will, 
and by wch, (made only a few months before his death,) I first 
became fully intitled to the Property in No. Carolina: and ever 
since which, I have only waited the Means of Peace, to return. 
I propose coming out, as soon as the Communication is open. But 
if the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina should sit 
before I come out, then, and in that case, I most earnestly intreat 
you to appear and act for me, and to lay an humble application 
before them, in my name, and on my behalf, praying, that they 
would be pleased to receive me as a Citizen and Subject of the 
State, and extend their Grace and favour to me, by restituting 
me in my Rights, and Property therein; and in which application 
I hope you will have the Support of the many respectable friends 
I trust, I have still left; and also your own, and your Bror. Mr. 
Johnston's, to whom I beg my best respects. This letter [via] 
N. York, by wch. I can only write to 2. or 3 friends, who are 
Messr. Caswell, W. Jones and B. M. C.2 with whom, pray com- 
municate, and cooperate in all things. And this Circumstance 
I am to beg you would mention as an excuse for my not writing 
to many others I would have done; and pray earnestly Sollicit 
for me the favor and protection of all friends, and of the Gentlemen 
of the Legislature, and of the State in General, Assuring every 
One, of my Public and Private gratitude. And I firmly trust in 
the Goodness and Magnanimity of the State of North Carolina, 
and the powerful recommendation of that August Body the Con- 
gress, in consequence of the Articles of Peace, and in what may 
be pleaded for me by my friends, that the Application in my favor, 
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will be granted. And in that case, you and my other friends will 
be pleased to pledge themselves for me, That I will observe and 
pursue such a line of Conduct to the Persons in possession of 
my lands, (whether under Grants from the State, or otherwise,) 
as the Wisdom and Justice of the State shall approve; and not 
desire any person to pay me for their Improvements, or in any 
case to leave them, without receiving full Satisfaction from me; 
and that I shall be ready to adjust everything with the Settlers, 
on the most reasonable terms. 

I hope to be able to leave this early in the Summer, but cannot 
write with Certainty; and therefore I most earnestly intreat 
you to embrace the very first Opporty. via. France, Holland, or 
otherwise, to write me, directed as above, and to send me 3 
Copies. Your friendship to me, at this Crisis, and your giving 
me full and early information of the Situation of my Affairs, I 
will (believe me) ever remember, with the kindness I ought. Your 
family are all well. I am as I left you, Single, and Unconnected. 
I hope to live and thank you, and all such as may kindly interest 
themselves for me, as I ought. I hope (the relations of my dear 
friend J. Harvey,) Mr. Nash, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Bourke, &c &c. 
will kindly assist you. 

May God grant us a happy and speedy meeting! And in his 
name, I adjure you, to Serve me, and write me. I am unalterably, 
Your affect, relation and friend 

Henry E. McCulloh 

P.S.  I greatly dislike George's going to Sea; pray take and keep 
him on Shore, till &c.3 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 McCulloh had apparently not corresponded with JI since the former's 
letter of July 18, 1780, above. JI, in response to his cousin's appeals, had 
tried without success to save McCulloh's lands from the provisions of the 
state confiscation laws. See their correspondence and other documents bearing 
the following dates: January 7, October 7, November 21, 1778, January 27, 
1779, above. 

2 His cousin Benjamin McCulloch of Elk Marsh, near Halifax. 
3 George, the illegitimate son of Henry Eustace McCulloh, was about 

sixteen. McCulloh had given JI the responsibility of looking after him. See 
"Making of a Revolutionary," Volume I. 
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Nathaniel Dukinfield to James Iredell 

Marlborough, Feb. 13th, 1783 

Dear Iredell 

As a peace is at length established among the warring powers, 
I take the earliest opportunity to open a correspondence which 
has been a long while neglected. I received your letter of May, 
1779,1 but nothing from my mother. I now write to you both by 
Mr. Brimmage, who will shortly sail to Carolina. In my military 
situation, I have been pretty fortunate, having had a troop of 
Dragoons three years, and for the last two years was aide de camp, 
first to General Style, and then to General Warde—very quiet 
business, nothing to do. I hope you and Mrs. Iredell have been 
well in general, though I doubt not the usual agues, &c, still 
remain in the country. What family have you? An engagement of 
this sort entirely puts a stop to my long intended plan of paying 
you a winter visit, upon the conclusion of the war; but in a 
fortnight's time I hope to be married to Miss Warde (niece to 
the General); she is not of a constitution to cross the sea, and it 
would not answer my purpose to leave her behind; therefore, 
my dear friend, we must be content to converse by letter. I have 
been in general very well these many years, except what has 
happened from tumbles a hunting, &c, &c. From the many 
accounts I have received of the losses caused in the circle of my 
acquaintance by death, I don't know who to inquire after, there- 
fore must take the remaining ones in a lump, and hope they are 
well. Had the peace been settled four months ago, I had, in all 
probability, paid you a visit next winter, as I had not at that 
time made Miss Warde acquainted with my attachment to her, 
and probably should have deferred it until my return from Caro- 
lina; but now 'tis not to be done. I wrote to you three years ago, 
when Doctor Lennox intended to return to Carolina; but as he 
did not go at that time the letter was returned to me, and I was 
not acquainted when he did sail. 

I trust in your friendship to my mother, whom I long to hear 
from, as she has not wrote to me for several years. What to do 
about my plantation puzzles me very much. I wish my mother 
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would acquaint me what is done, and how it now is; and as I 
cannot come over, what is best to be done.2 

Brimmage says he is impatient to return; no wonder—his 
wife is there. I hope you will let me hear from you the first 
opportunity. I shall see Brimmage next week, as I am going to 
London in a day or two to be married, I hope, and will talk to 
and consult with him; though a man just going to be married 
is not in a very good condition to talk upon business. I feel it to 
be my case. My best respects to Mrs. Iredell, and all my remaining 
friends, and believe me, Yours, most sincerely, 

N. D. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 37-38). 

1 Not found. The last extant correspondence between the two men is 
Dukinfield to JI, March 26, 1775, Volume I. 

2 Dukinfield's statement is puzzling in that he must have known, as did 
McCulloh, of North Carolina's steps to confiscate the property of persons 
such as himself. 

Hugh Williamson to James Iredell 

[February 17, 1783] 

Dear Sir 

Have you fixed upon any place for our academy—are any 
subscriptions made for that institution? On the moment we 
have peace we should begin the building. Be so good as to inform 
me whether any steps are taken in that business.1 I have been 
importuned by the friends of sundry gentlemen to engage them 
as teachers; this I could not do for the want of a house to teach 
in. I observe what you say of Mrs. Dawson's proposing to send 
her son on in the spring. I fear her affections are not much weaned 
from him in the course of the last twelve months, and the former 
affection will operate. Is it not clear that virtue consists in a 
medium? You see that even maternal affection, which is so 
necessary, and in that lady so conspicuous, hardly escapes the 
suspicion of being a fault.2 I am glad that you can only say 
you have been sick. I have written to General Benbury a long 
letter, and to Mr. Allen a short one, respecting some improve- 
ments for the extension of our commerce on the Peace Establish- 
ment. I presume you will support these measures, provided you 
approve of them. By the education of our youth, and improvement 
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of our commerce, and by these means alone, can we save our 
State from obscurity and debility. 

For more than four weeks have we been constantly engaged 
in attempting to establish public funds, or fix a scale for settling 
the quotas of the different States. To-day we have agreed in one 
resolution, which the Southern States have carried with great 
difficulty; it is not so good as we wished, but the best we could 
get, for valuing the lands and their improvements, according to 
the Confederation. I believe we failed in twenty different plans 
before we fixed on one. I shall show you the Journal on the 
next month, which will explain some part of this business. 

The framers of our Confederation, with reverence be it said, 
were not infallible. Congress have reserved the power of making 
treaties; those treaties include the relations of commerce, and 
yet Congress has not reserved any power over commerce. We 
borrow money, and have not the means of paying sixpence. There 
is no measure, however wise or necessary, that may not be 
defeated by any single State, however small or wrong-headed. 
The cloud of public creditors, including the army, are gathering 
about us; the prospect thickens. Believe me, that I would rather 
take the field in the hardest military service I ever saw, than 
face the difficulties that await us in Congress within a few months. 
I have fervently desired peace. Whoever my successor may be 
in the delegation, I shall not envy his station. I shall wish him 
as much diligence, a little more patience, and a great deal more 
political knowledge. 

Be pleased to present my respects, &c, and believe me to 
be, with the utmost regard, Dear Sir, Your obedient humble 
servant, 

H. W. Williamson 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 38-39). The date is determined from William- 
son's remark that Congress earlier in the day had voted to adopt a method for 
evaluating improved lands for the purposes of meeting the expenses of the 
central government. 

Editorial Note: Williamson's comments about establishing public funds, 
found in the second paragraph, call for additional comment. Although the 
Articles of Confederation provided that the expenses of the central govern- 
ment should be met by the states according to the value of improved lands, 
or, as the North Carolina delegates phrased, "the rule was good and plain," 
the method of implementation was not so evident. Indeed, perhaps the best 
statement of the problem comes from North Carolina Congressmen William- 
son and Blount, who explained that the states—Virginia and Pennsylvania 
for example—evaluated their improved lands differently, and that there 
were differences between "eastern" men and southerners over the problem 



378 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

of whether to count slaves. Finally, on February 17, 1783, Congress voted—in 
the words of James Madison, who makes the meaning of the resolution 
clearer than its actual wording—"that the States shall return to Congs. 
before Jany next their respective quantities of land the number of houses 
thereon distinguishing whites from blacks. These data are to be referred to 
a Grand Come, by whom a report in which nine voices must unite, is to be 
made to Congress which report is to settle the proportions of each State, & 
to be ratified or rejected by Congs. without alteration." The importance of 
occupancy of land was underscored by the North Carolina delegates, who 
predicted that the collected data would "probably lead us to value the Lands 
according to the number of Inhabitants, that is to suppose that a thousand 
Acres of Land which maintain ten families is worth ten times as much as a 
thousand Acres which maintain only one family." Ford, JCC, XXIV, 133-137; 
William T. Hutchinson and M. E. Rachal (eds.), The Papers of James Madison 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1962—), VI, 256; Williamson and 
Blount to Alexander Martin, March 24, 1783, Clark, State Records, XVI, 754- 
755. 

1 Smith's Academy, of which Williamson was a trustee. See Williamson 
to JI, March 6, 1782, above; Williamson to JI, August 20, 1783, below. 

2 Williamson had seemingly developed a romantic attachment to the 
widow Penelope Dawson. His remarks cast light on an otherwise obscure 
reference in Williamson to JI, December 2, 1782, above. Williamson, then 
forty-five years of age, was still a bachelor. 

Archibald Maclaine to James Iredell 

Wilmington 21st. Feby 1783 

My Dear Sir 

I had your letter from New Bern, but wrote with such villainous 
ink, that I could scarcely make it out with my bad eyes; but 
where it had lain I do not know, as it came to town while I was 
absent at Hillsborough. You see how necessary it is to be explicit 
with ladies, and you must be convinced that a very modest fellow, 
like you, has no chance with them. I am glad you have secured 
the books for us; though if a true Hibernian had not interfered 
and led the way, a bastard of that country (as all Bristol-men 
are) could never have expected to succeed. 

You must have heard of the large Jamaica-man brought in 
about the latter end of last month, with 555 puncheons of rum, 
and thirty-eight hogsheads of sugar. There is nothing else of 
consequence, but about half a ton of gun powder. I expected we 
should have had a condemnation long before this time; but three 
or four days after the libel was prepared, our worthy Judge 
thought proper to resign. It seems he is concerned in a purchase 
of some shares, and probably might be apprehensive of Mr 
Tisdale's fate. But I believe there was another reason. All the 
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purchasers agreed to pay their money in a very short time after 
condemnation; otherwise the bargain to be void. It is impossible 
in this part of the country to raise money on short notice. The 
resignation will give time enough, if any is to be had. 

In this prize, which was brought in by the crew, were passen- 
gers for New York, Lord Charles Montagu,1 captain Montagu, 
his son, and four other officers. They sent to the Governor, but I 
believe the messenger is not returned. One of the officers went 
to General Greene, and came back three or four days ago, with 
a letter to Lord Charles, couched in very polite terms, giving 
the officers permission to go on their paroles by land or water, 
to any british post on the continent, or to Europe or the West 
Indies; only requiring that the paroles be inclosed to him. Lord 
Charles and most of the officers are now on their way to New 
York, and to avoid the fatigue of so long a journey, wish to go 
by water from New Bern or Edenton. You will be pleased with 
the plain and easy manners of this gentleman, and if he should 
go as far as Edenton, I know you will shew him those civilities 
to which all gentlemen are intituled, and render him such services 
as his situation demands. 

We are flattered from all quarters with a prospect of peace, 
and long for it so much, that we have lost all thoughts of war. 

Please to make my respectful compliments to Mrs Iredell and 
the ladies of your family. 

I am very sincerely Dear Sir entirely yours 

A Maclaine 

The next Assembly will be of so much future importance to the 
welfare of this country, and it's proceedings will tend so much to 
our present happiness or misery, that I cannot think you and 
Mr Johnston (to whom I have written) will be excusable if you 
should decline becoming members of it, should you sit only a 
single session. But I think with a little management, we may 
alter the annual meetings. When so much is at stake, it will not 
be much to sacrifice two or three courts if necessary, for a single 
term each. I can as ill afford to give up business as most practisers. 
Mr Johnston is without apology, which I beg you will tell him. 
I question whether Mr Hooper will be chosen for Hillsborough. 
The lower poeple wish to have one of their own order, and he 
has not been long enough resident. It is said the Assembly of 
Georgia is remarkably moderate. That of S. Carolina had not, 
when we heard, fully disclosed it's sentiments. A new Governor, 
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a Mr Garrat2 is chosen—a man of great moderation. 

AM 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Lord Charles Greville Montagu served as royal governor of South Caro- 
lina on three occasions: 1766-1768, 1768-1769, and 1771-1775. His adminis- 
trations were largely unsuccessful because of the mounting crisis in Anglo- 
American relations. For his capture and brief detention, see Clark, State 
Records, XVI, 735, 739-740, 742-743, 933, 948. 

2 Benjamin Guerard who served as South Carolina governor from 1783 to 
1785. 

Henry E. McCulloh to James Iredell 

Carolina Coffee House London 17th. 
March 1783 

Dear Sir 

I embrace an oppy. by Col. Palmer to acquaint you I am living, 
and single, and desirous above all things, to be restored to my 
friends and property in the State of North Carolina, and I trust 
in the Goodness and Magnanimity of the State, and the powerful 
Recommendation of the August Body the Congress, in pursuance 
and performance of the Treaty of Peace, between the United 
States of America and G. Brn. that I shall be admitted and 
restored, to my Rights ana Property within the State. 

I have wrote you already by 7 or 8 Conveys. Praying you, as 
I now do, to Present an humble Petition on my behalf and in my 
name to the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina, 
Praying that they would be pleased to extend their Grace and 
favour to me, by Providing for the Restitution of my Rights, 
Estates, and Property within the State, or making me a Com- 
pensation in Sterlg. value for such parts thereof, if any, as 
cannot be restored to me, and permitting you as my Attorney 
to act for me, and to receive the debts due to me; all lawful 
Impedts. to my receiving Sterling debts, being done away by 
the 4th. Article of the Provisional Articles.1 In this Application 
I beg you to sollicit for me the favor and friendship of the Gentle- 
men of the Legislature, and all friends; and if I am received, the 
State may depend on my faithful and grateful Services. 

An unoffending Residence here, where I was born, and a 
resident British Subject near all my life, is all that can be justly 
objected to me. Never have I been concerned in anything hostil. 
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or inimical to America, and as to the Provision I have reed, 
from Govt.—my Necessities made it absolutely necessary, (cut 
off as I was, from all Remittances, and Supplies,) and the whole 
I have reed, does not near pay me a fair debt, due to my father 
from the Crown. And against the receiving of which, in any way 
I could get it, ought I to have objected? 

It is proper for me, now to make it known, that until my 
father's death which did not happen till June, 1779, he possest 
the entire Right vis. and Controul over the Carolina Estate, and 
my Conduct, which I hope will reasonably Account for my not 
proceeding in 1778; and ever since his death, I have only waited 
the means of Peace to come out, and it is my wish and Intention 
so to do, as soon as I hear from you in Answer, and to take every 
Step in my power to testify my Respect and Submission to the 
State of North Carolina. 

You will judge then, with what anxiety, I wait to hear from 
you, and I most earnestly intreat you, to write me in the fullest 
manner, of every thing necessary for me to know, and for my 
direction', and if the Genl. Assembly, appoint any time for my 
Appearance, I shall be ready to attend; and I hope when the 
Circums. of my Case are stated and considered, I may reasonably 
hope for their favourable Reception. Above all things, you will 
communicate to me, any Resolutions the Genl. Assembly may 
come to, on the subject, and what Expectations I may form of 
receiving the Grace and favor, I so earnestly sollicit. 

You will please to direct to me as above, and write me by 3 
or 4 Conveys, at least, via France, or Holland, as well as directly. 
I think I may rest on your friendly and affectionate Exertions, 
and early and full Communications, and I do so, as you may, 
on my never forgetting the favors, I may at this time receive from 
you, and other friends. 

I have seen the Advt. for the Sale of my lands on the 15. of 
Dec. last, [pertinent?] to the Execution of the Provisional 
Articles. I hope such Sale, supposing it to have taken place, 
will not interfere to prevent my being restored to my Estate, 
as it took place after the peace, (vid. the 6th. Article)2 and I shall 
be ready to [Solicit] every thing with the Settlers and Pur- 
chasers, on Terms agreeable to the State, on whose Wisdom and 
Goodness, I, in one word, beg leave to throw myself, with Hope 
and Confidence. 

I hope soon to have an oppy. of writing to all friends: the only 
persons I have yet been able to write to, beside yourself are Mr. 
Caswell, Mr. Jones, and BMC.3 My best Respects to Mr. Johnston 
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and all friends, whose favor and Assistance to you, I earnestly 
sollicit. 

I hope still to see you this Summer. I am ready to set out as 
soon as you advise. In all events, I shall soon send you a power 
to act for me, as will the [. . .] of Allen Marlar and Co. Your 
family are I believe all well. Be kind to our friend George and 
pray let him go no more to sea. As soon as I am on any Certainty, 
I will decide as to him. I commit myself and my hopes, and the 
direction of them to God's good Providence, and if it pleases him, 
shall think myself very happy in being restored to my friends 
and Property in North Carolina, and which I am sure, I have 
not done anything disorderly to forfeit and to be excluded from 
them, and therefore, I rely, I shall not. 

Pray delay not to write me, and to write me fully, and do me 
the Justice to believe, I am with unalterable Affection, Yours, 

Henry E.McCulloh 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 The fourth article, as well as the other articles, in the preliminary docu- 
ment reappeared in the definitive treaty: "It is agreed that creditors on 
either side shall meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery to the full 
value in Sterling money of all bona fide debts heretofore contracted." Clark, 
State Records, XVII, 7. 

2 The sixth article declared "That there shall be no future confiscations 
made " Clark, State Records, XVII, 8. 

•'5 In his letter to Willie Jones, McCulloh assured his friend that Jones and 
Benjamin McCulloch should unite with Iredell in securing his lands or 
adequate compensation. "My dear Willie I have great dependence on you. I 
long for nothing so much as to see you. ... I have desired Iredell to send you 
a Copy of my letter to him and to consult with you and B. M. C." March 5, 
1783, Fanning-McCulloh Papers, A&H. 

Henry E. McCulloh to James Iredell 

Carolina Coffeehouse, London 
28th. March 1783 

My Dear James, 

I have wrote you by 7 or 8 Conveys, to one uniform purpose, 
expressive of my hopes and wishes that the State of North Caro- 
lina, will be pleased to receive me, and to restore me to my friends 
and Property therein; and requesting you to present an humble 
Application to the General Assembly of the State in my name, and 
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on my behalf, praying them to extend their Grace and favour to 
me, and saying that I throw myself in all things upon their Mag- 
nanimity and Goodness; and which I hope for with the more Con- 
fidence, as nothing but an inoffensive Residence here, can be ob- 
jected to me. 

Mr. Marmaduke Jones who is returning to North Carolina, 
kindly undertakes the Care of this letter, and I believe can satisfy 
everybody, that nothing cou'd be more retired and inoffensive than 
the Life I have lead; and that I have uniformly wished for nothing 
so ardently, as to be restored to my friends and Property in No. 
Carolina. 

In my former letters, I have mentioned what may be truly of- 
fered in excuse for my not coming over, and which I make no 
doubt, you will state properly. 

If you advise me, to come out, I hold myself in readiness to do 
so, immediately, and to sollicit in the most humble and earnest 
manner in person, the Grace, and favor of the State, and nothing 
but being informed that the Gates of Mercy are shut upon me, 
shall prevent me. Surely, I have not done anything to merit so 
severe a Sentence; and I hope it will not be past upon me. I am 
ready to submit myself in all things to the Wisdom and Goodness 
of the General Assembly, and in cases, where my Property cannot 
be specifically restored to me, to take a Compensation. I rest as 
far as I may on the recommendation of Congress in consequence 
of the Peace, but chiefly wish and hope to owe the Grace and 
favour I sollicit to the generosity and Goodness of the State of 
North Carolina, to which I wish to devote my best Services. 

Next to your presenting and enforcing the Application above 
mentioned, I expect from your Affection and friendship, a full and 
candid Information, as to what Expectations I may reasonably 
form as to the Intentions and Resolutions of the State in my 
particular Case, and your Advice in Consequence, and which will 
determine me in the present Crisis of my Affairs. 

I know none dearer to me, than yourself, either in Blood, Es- 
teem or Affection, and I trust in God, I may safely rely, as I do, 
upon your most zealous and affectionate Exertions, in the matters 
I have recommended to you, I will never forget the Kindnesses and 
services, I earnestly sollicit from you, and all friends upon the 
present occasion. 

I rely also on your writing me as early and as fully as possible, 
by several Conveyances, in France, Holland, or England, directed 
to me as above. And as your letters are to determine me, judge, 
with what anxiety I shall wait for them. 
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You may rest assured, there is the most general Wish and 
Intention here in all persons, to Conciliate, and Coalesce as much 
as possible with America, your State more Especially, and God in 
his Mercy grant, that Public Generosity and Goodness may be 
extended to the Individual, at least an unoffending one like my- 
self. 

I am told my having received an annual Sum from Govt has been 
objected to me; I solemnly declare, I received it on no terms im- 
plied or expressed, of Enmity to America, on which terms, this 
severest distress should not have compelled me to receive it. Our 
Remittances having totally stopt, Necessarily pointed out this 
Supply, as past payment of a fair and Considerable debt, at that 
time due to my father from the Crown for Arrears of Salary, and 
which we were glad to get in any Shape. 

I have seen the Advt. for the Sale of my lands in Salisbury dis- 
trict, to commence the 15th of Deer, after the date of the Peace. 
As I wish you, in case of Sales, or Settlement, I am willing to leave 
myself in all things, to the Wisdom and direction of the General 
Assembly of the State, and therefore that Circumstance need not 
operate agt their extending to me the Grace I sollicit. 

I have wrote to a few friends, by Mr. Jones, but not near so 
many as I could have wished; the [purport] briefly to sollicit their 
assistance to you, on my behalf, and as far as the circle of your 
[. . .] and friends extends, I am to beg you would interest them in 
my behalf. You will be pleased to have the accompanying letters 
safely forwarded. 

I am, as I left you, Single, and unengaged, and would the State 
of No. Carolina but receive me with half the Cordiality and kind- 
ness, I should revisit my friends and every one there. I shall be a 
happy Man. The present is the most important Crisis of my Life, 
and I commend myself to God's good Providence, and those friend- 
ly Exertions which I expect from you and other friends. 

My most affectionate Wishes for the Happiness of yourself and 
family, have ever attended you, and believe me nothing will give 
me greater pleasure than a happy Meeting with you, and other 
friends in Carolina, and which I pray, God grant and soon. I am 
as ever, My Dear James, Your Affectionate relation and friend. 

Henry E. McCulloh 

P.S. The Gentlemen I have wrote to (besides the letters enclosed 
to your Care) are: Messrs. J. Ashe, W. Hooper, Arch. Maclane, 
Rob. Howe, and James Kenan (Wilmington); R. Caswell and R. 
Cogdell and A. Nash (Newbern). (Inclosed to B. McC: Tho. Per- 
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sions, Granville, Rd. Blount, Orange, and Mr. Johnston, Orange). 
To the Westward I have not wrote to any, tho' if Col. Tho. Polk be 
living, you may apply to him, as a friend, and you will find him 
such. The Western Members need not oppose my Return, for I 
neither wish or expect to [disturbe?] any person in the possession 
of my Lands. I wish to be received friendly, and to act so by all. 
And if I have, as is very probable, omitted writing to any Gentle- 
man I ought, excuse me, and impute it truly to my ignorance of 
the present Situation of things. Remember, I have referred all I 
wish to, to you, for Particulars, which you will please to com- 
municate.1 

I intreat you to make a Circuit, [&c], and engage, as may 
Members of the Assembly as you can, in my Interest, and to be 
assured that Circumstanced, as I am, you will not labour and oblige 
either an ungrateful, or an unprofitable friend. In a word, if to 
your Exertions, I may owe a favorable Reception, I shall think 
nothing in my power, to much to pay the Obligation—H. E. 
McC.—Be careful in forwarding the letters for Halifax. If a cer- 
tain oppty should not offer, I have desired Mr. Jones to send your 
and the Newbern letters by Express, which please to pay and 
charge me; and be sure the Halifax letters go by [. . .] ever as to 
the situation of my debts, and if anything and what has been done 
about them. Remember, at all Events, I intreat, and depend, you 
will present the Applications for me, and acquaint me with the 
Results. Ever yrs, H. E. McC. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "James Iredell Esqr. Edenton, North 
Carolina." Endorsed "Ansd." Reply not found. 

1 In the interest of clarity the punctuation in the above paragraph has been 
considerably altered. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Mr. Bennihan's, April 1st, 1783 

Mr. Dear Hannah 

I think myself very fortunate in having met with Mr. Amis here 
last night,1 by whose return I can have the pleasure of writing to 
you. My last letter was a scrap from Halifax, which informed you 
of my having reached there on Saturday noon, and that I was im- 
mediately proceeding to Colonel McCulloh's, but with an inten- 



386 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

tion to go further that night, which I accordingly did, though with 
some difficulty, having been much importuned to stay, and put 
up about thirteen miles from Halifax that night. Sunday evening 
I got to Colonel Williams's, and yesterday, in company with him 
and Mr. Henderson, got here. I have been lucky in having very 
little rain, and feel myself perfectly well, as you may tell Sarah for 
her comfort, Peter is. 

You will hear with great astonishment, I imagine, that Mr. 
Hooper was not chosen for Hillsborough, though he was willing to 
serve. It was owing, I am told, to the imprudence of some of his 
friends, who said something that gave offence to the common 
people, such as that a drink of toddy would easily bring them over; 
and I understand this ill-timed sally was the sole cause of his not 
being chosen.2 Mr. Bennihan and his family are very well, and, 
as usual, he and his wife particularly obliging. You will not fail, I 
hope, to write me by some of the members of the Assembly, and as 
often as possible. I shall be most anxious and impatient to hear 
from you, and will not neglect any opportunity on my part. If it 
was not for the fine season of the year, I should be extremely un- 
easy at the state of health I left you in; but, thank God, that it is 
so favorable. I have every reason to flatter myself you will soon 
get well. Will you be pleased to present my best respects to your 
brother, and tell him I brought up the latest news with me: re- 
member me also to Mrs. Johnston, and give a kiss for me to my 
dear little Jemmy. Assure Pen and Gaby of my love, and constant 
remembrance of them. I enclose you a line to Nelly. Remember me 
particularly to your sister and James, Dr. Lennox and his 
nephew, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Black, Dr. Brewster, &c. You see my 
heart is in Edenton. God grant I may find you perfectly well! In 
the mean time, be assured that I am ever, my dearest Hannah, 
Most affectionately yours, 

Jas. Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 41). 

1 JI had stayed with the Bennehans several years earlier when he made a 
circuit of the district courts at Hillsborough and Salisbury. JI to Hannah 
Iredell, March 12, 1778, above. 

2 Hooper, however, was chosen  a representative from  Orange County the 
following year. Clark, State Records, XIX, 490. 
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James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Mr. Bennihan's April 1st. 1783 

My dear Nelly, 

Whatever disposition you may have to censure me I assure you 
you cannot justly do it for my neglecting to write you hitherto. I 
made so little delay that I scarcely had time to drop a line or two 
on the road to your Aunt, and I suppose you would consent that I 
should write to her in the first place. If you would not, you would 
not do as you would be done by, for I'll be hanged if you would not 
keep your Husband in better order. I hope I shall get a line from 
you by some of the Members of the Assembly. You have not the 
same excuse as I have of wanting leisure to write, and if you have 
the same inclination I am sure I shall hear from you. I saw Miss 
Eelbank in Halifax. She enquired particularly after you, and looks 
much better I think than she did at Edenton. She would make a 
dangerous trial now of Dr B.'s constancy. I have no news to send 
you—no marriages—no courtships, but such as are too scarce to 
be discovered, for I will not suppose there are absolutely none. It 
is a business always going on, tho' at some times with more reserve 
than at others. I am indebted for this opportunity to the good for- 
tune of [meeting] Mr. Amis at his Sisters. 

You will be pleased to remember me affectionately to your 
Mamma and Sister and Brothers, and believe me, my dear Nelly, 
your sincerely affectionate 

J as Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair Edenton." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Hillsborough April 10th. 1783 

My dear Hannah, 

This is the first opportunity I have known of writing to you since 
I came here. I have been quite well during the whole time, which I 
never was at this place before, and it has been very lucky that I 
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have been so, for Peter was careless enough to break my Rhubarb 
Bottle on the road. I have been, as I always am, very happy with 
Mr. and Mrs. Hooper, whose uniform kindness to me I can never 
sufficiently acknowledge, but I have had great concern in finding 
that almost the whole Family have had very ill health here, and 
have experienced the most distressing scarcity of provisions. Miss 
Hooper has been a little feverish lately, and their younger Son has 
the Ague and Fever severely and sometime ago Mrs. Hooper and 
her Daughter were so ill at the same time as appear to be in 
imminent danger. I have great pleasure in telling you that [. . .] 
is at present quite well, and their eldest Son, and Mr. Hooper 
himself tolerably. I really believe he would have brought his 
Daughter down this time but [. ..] no convenience of carrying her, 
as his Horses have been almost starved. I have been most impa- 
tiently looking for Benbury ever since Monday, and am much 
vexed that he has not arrived yet, as I have not had the satisfaction 
of hearing a word of you since I came from home. I suppose you are 
all rejoicing about the Peace, which I believe is now past doubt 
tho' the Governor has not yet favoured us with any information 
about it, and I do not know whether he has yet got out of Hoop-hole 
bottom. Very few Members are arrived. There is likely to be much 
speculation about a governor. Besides the present, Dr. Burke, Mr. 
Caswell and the Judges Ashe and Williams are talked of. Dr. 
Burke talks of leaving the Assembly, but I much doubt it. Your 
Brother would carry it from them all, if he would but signify his 
acceptance of it. I know not how the other Candidates are inclined, 
but I believe neither of the Judges would dislike the dignity. 

I expect to leave this on Saturday or Sunday with Mr. Hooper, 
and God grant I may on my arrival at Halifax hear good accounts 
of you. I inclose a line to Nelly. Pray give my love to your Sister 
and the other Children, and to Mrs. Johnston and hers, and remem- 
ber me particularly to all my Friends. Adieu! my dear Hannah. 
Take good care of yourself, and believe me with the most tender 
Affection! Ever yours 

J as Iredell 

| Mrs. J Dawson's Negroes are here and there is a pretty good 
prospect of selling if your Brother is at all eager. Court should 
approve of the terms Mr. Hooper has had offered. But there is a 
difficulty in getting ready money. Mr H. in the middle of all this 
scarcity, has [. . .] and cloathecl them. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 
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Editorial Note: JI awaited a letter from Hannah Iredell by the hand of 
Thomas Benbury of Edenton, then speaker of the House of Commons, who 
was thought to be on his way to Hillsborough for the spring session of the 
General Assembly. Martin, who sought reelection, won over the former three- 
term chief executive Richard Caswell, partly at least because he adroitly 
came out for moving the seat of government to Fayetteville, formerly known 
as Cross Creek. Such a position won him votes in the Southeast among Cape 
Fear delegates and in the Southwest among Mecklenburg and other represen- 
tatives since they favored that town because of its importance in east-west 
trade. Moreover, as Caswell himself expressed it, "the Edenton and Halifax 
men with a very few exceptions" also supported Martin, "saying I had cram'd 
him down their throats last year and they were now determined to keep him 
there." Caswell received 49 votes to Martin's 66. Thomas Benbury, who in 
fact did not attend, was replaced as speaker of the lower house by Edward 
Starkey, a veteran legislator from Onslow County, and Caswell was chosen 
speaker of the Senate. Clark, State Records, XVI, 958-959; XIX, 152; XXIV, 
510-511. 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Hillsborough April 10th. 1783 

My dear Nelly, 

You are sometimes very unreasonable. You think that in the 
midst of a busy Court, and by snatching opportunities, I ought to 
write you long letters, which from the very nature of the thing it is 
impossible. Whereas my notion is, that when I cannot do better, 
you ought to be satisfied with a testimony of my affectionate 
remembrance of you which I have always a pleasure in giving you, 
and I hope you have no pain in receiving. I have been quite well 
ever since I left home, and in the charming company of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hooper, with occasionally that of some other agreeable 
people, I cannot fail to pass my time pleasingly. But still I sigh 
frequently after home. No place altogether has such charms for 
me, and I shall be unspeakably happy if on my return I find you all 
well, and that we can enjoy the glad tidings of peace, of which there 
now remains I think no doubt, without any alloy. I most heartily 
congratulate you upon it. The young Ladies, I think, are as much 
interested in it as the lawyers. To the former it will bring Hus- 
bands, as to the latter money. Heaven grant, my dear Nelly, that 
whenever you have one, it may be a Man worthy of you, and cal- 
culated to make you happy, and rub off these little particles of ill 
humor which still sometimes hover about you. I think I cannot 
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conclude with a better wish, nor more forcibly prove how truly I 
am Your very affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I have exhausted your Aunt with compliments. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Address "Miss Blair Edenton." 

Helen "Nelly" Blair to James Iredell 

12 April [1783] 

You have often told me, my Dr Uncle, you had rather have a 
short letter from me well wrote than one ever so long badly. I 
don't know what you will say when it is both short and ill wrote, 
not I hope that you had rather get none. If you do I shall be much 
disappointed for presuming the contrary. I have stole a few 
moments while Miss Howe is getting ready to go to Dr. Brewsters, 
where we both desire to write to you. Altho I knew I should not 
have time to do it well, the little I had I have almost consumed in 
making an apology. I assure you we had a very merry wedding.1 

There were very few people at it but we were all in good spirits 
and the family were very kind. Miss Howe look'd over me just now 
to see what I was writing; impudence; it is well there was no 
secrets. She desires her compliments and bid me tell you she was 
in as good spirits as any body. I have not time to say more my Dr. 
Uncle than to assure you I ever am your Affectionate Neice 

H Blair 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "James Iredell Esqr Halifax." En- 
dorsed "Edenton 12 April 1783," which provides the year. 

1 The marriage, as JI relates in the following letter, was of a Dr. Brewster 
to a Miss Jones, possibly a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Jones, both of 
whom were dead. If so, the Miss Jones in question may well have lived with 
the widow of Arthur Howe, probably the mother of the Miss Howe of Helen 
Blair's letter. See JI's diary, Volume I; Jl to Helen Blair, April 16, 1783, 
below. 
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James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Halifax April 16. 1783 

My dear Nelly, 

I acknowledge with particular satisfaction the kindness of your 
several letters which I had the pleasure of receiving to day. I think 
myself really obliged by your attention this time, and consider it 
as a favourable omen. I suppose Miss Jones's marriage has spurred 
on your Industry to raise a merit of your own hereafter to have a 
similar reward. I was a little surprised, but am much pleased with 
the match. Nothing but fortune seems wanting, and that I hope 
the Doctor's Industry will supply.1 You will be pleased to offer my 
Congratulations to them. Whether or no you do it with grace, they 
may be assured I give you the Comission with sincerity. Poor 
Black, as you say, seems in a solitary situation. I think it was 
charitable in you to advertise him of the effects of Peace. But 
unless you [call?] to relieve him, there certainly was a mixture of 
cruelty in it. Your sacrificing a young Gentleman's company to 
the business of preparing a letter for me I think of with a good 
deal of gratitude. But who was the Man? Without which I cannot 
sufficiently estimate the degree of the obligation. 

Miss Howe honours me by her Compliments, and I am glad to 
hear her pulse was quite regular. Tho' she was in good spirits on 
that occasion I hope it will not be very long before she has reason 
to have better spirits on another, for I take it the principal Parties 
have the greatest share of the amusement. You will be so good as 
to mention me respectfully to her and assure her I always think of 
her with very great regard, and the sincerest good wishes. 

I delivered your message to Miss Eelbank. If you had not been 
so particular about it I know not whether I should for a reason I 
will give you when we meet. She seems to have a great regard for 
you, and is now quite well tho' she has been lately indisposed. 

I now by your knowledge of my [. . . .] But I do assure you it 
[. . .] now only 10 minutes of 12 (at night). I shall therefore finish, 
but not entirely conclude as I know not whether this opportunity 
may go so soon as I expected, and your attention to me really 
requires an industrious [....] I will therefore for the present only 
wish you a good night, pleasant dreams &c. 
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Friday Morning—I write again according to promise, but in 
the midst of so much noise and interruption that the addition can- 
not be very valuable. I persevere to assure you however of my 
constant remembrance and affection. I hope it will not be al- 
together unacceptable. Indeed, my dear Nelly, my attachment to 
you is very great, and I am happy in every instance of expressing 
it. I must in spite of myself conclude. You will give my love to your 
Mamma and your Brothers and Sister and believe me with great 
truth, Your ever affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Miss Blair Edenton." 

1 See Helen Blair to JI, April 12, 1783, above. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax, April 16th, 1783 

[....] You greatly wrong my affection, in supposing that ex- 
pressions of yours can ever be tiresome. Nothing can give me 
greater delight than such, and I could dwell with pleasure on the 
most diffusive expressions of it. I cannot readily forgive your 
insinuations to the contrary. In all other respects your letters1 

charmed me, except as to your apologies, which were quite unneces- 
sary, for nobody, in my opinion, writes more engagingly than 
yourself; indeed, my dear Hannah, whatever you may think of it, 
and however I may chat of other women, I can see none where I 
cannot make discriminations to your advantage. Such is sincerely 
my opinion—Mrs. Hooper comes the nearest—but she is not so 
young [ ] 

Wednesday night—11 o'clock 

I have not been able till now to renew this agreeable employment 
since I was so provokingly broke in upon. I dined with Colonel 
Ashe, who had prepared rooms in a very kind manner for Mr. 
Hooper and myself; but we contrived to parry his civility, as it 
would have much interfered with our business. I had again my 
bad success at Hillsborough. Not a farthing of money, and engaged 
in little more than one capital cause, for which I am to receive 
£100. Our client, Mr. Moore, did not meet us there. We hear he has 
got part of our money, but not the whole. I should have been much 
mortified had I been the only unsuccessful lawyer; but it was, I 
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believe, a pretty general calamity, owing to the great scarcity of 
money. Here the prospect is indifferent also, for money is extremely 
scarce even here; and I fear until the peace makes it flow in, our 
profession will not be much benefited by it. Then I do not doubt 
it. This peace is really a most glorious affair. The Governor, just 
before I left Hillsborough, received an official account of Count 
D'Estaing's dispatches, but nothing further. Is it not wonderful? 
We heard of all that before he came to town, and informed him of 
it, when he had the King's speech in his hand to communicate as a 
matter of news. I left Hillsborough on Sunday. Then there were 
not, I believe, above a dozen members, but many came in after- 
wards that day, and I imagine they will soon make a house.2 

[....] I shall go by Winton, in order that I may see the Baron's 
children,3 as it may be the only opportunity I may have, &c, &c. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 42-43). 

1 Not found. 
2 The General Assembly convened on April 18, 1783. Clark, State Records, 

XIX, 233. 
3 Baron Poellnitz. See JI and Hannah Iredell to Helen Blair, July 25, 1782; 

JI to Hannah Iredell, September 7,1782, above. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax, April 16th, 1783 

[....] Tom Buncombe's is really an extraordinary incident, and 
must, to be sure, greatly distress Mr. and Mrs. Pollok. I did not 
think the little dog had been so enterprising, and can scarcely 
think he met with provocation sufficient to cancel the obligations 
he owed them. There is another I am afraid will suffer for it. What 
a lesson to parents, so to live as to preserve their children from 
dependence1 [....] 

Adieu! my dear Hannah, and be assured I am Ever yours, 

Jas. Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 43). 

1 The Buncombe daughters and perhaps Tom Buncombe as well were reared 
by the Polloks after the death of their parents. Colonel Edward Buncombe, 
who survived his wife by several years, died of wounds suffered at the Battle 
of Germantown. Rankin, N.C. Continentals, 117-118. See also JFs diary, 
Volume I, nl7, for the Buncombe family. 
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Henry E. McCulloh to James Iredell 

Carolina Coffee house Birchin lane 
London, 28. April [17] 83 

My Dear James, 

I refer you to mine of the 28th. Ult. by Mr. Jones. That Gentle- 
man being detained affords me an opportunity of adding a few 
lines, and begging your Care of the enclosed; if you expect to meet 
the Gentlemen at your Genl. Assembly you may deliver them in 
person; otherwise, Cousin B. Mc. C. can forward them. 

I remain in anxious expectation of hearing what your General 
Assembly may do in my particular Case. I trust, I may hope they 
will extend the Grace to me, I sollicit. Under God, I place my 
reliance on the Zeal and Affection, with which I rest assured you 
will act for me. I beg leave to depend, that you will attend in 
person at the General Assembly, and transmit to me (directed as 
above) the earliest and fullest Accot. of their Determinations, and 
your Advice as to my future Conduct. You may measure the Sense 
of my Obligation by your own good Heart, and judge of my 
gratitude in proportion. 

Indeed, when I consider the force and Import of the 5th Article1 

of the Provisional Treaty, (a virgin and sacred Treaty, which I 
trust, will never be Violated in any, much less, so capital an 
Article,) that I, as a natural born, and resident real British Sub- 
ject, who have never acted or done anything hostile to America, 
am clearly intitlecl to unconditional Restitution of my Property; 
that I sollicit to be restored to my friends and Property, willing in 
all things to submit myself to the Wisdom and Goodness of the 
State. I hope in God, I need not fear a Disappointment to the Hopes 
I entertain of being received and restored. 

Your letters I depend will be full and definitive, please to recol- 
lect, I am ready to come out, and attend the Pleasure of the General 
Assembly, if you advise me such a Step is proper. 

I do not recollect anything to add to what I have already wrote 
you. My heart is in the Business; but at my time of Life, I wish, 
above all things to be decided. 

I have lived here in habits of friendship with the Hartleys'2 and 
many of America's best friends; and they can vouch, how inoffen- 
sively; and they all Comfort me, and say, it is Impossible, that in 
so great and rising an Empire, as that of the States of America, a 
Spirit of Proscription and Confiscation should be likely to prevail 
over those large and generous Sentiments that have laid the foun- 
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dations of the Greatness of the greatest States. In that Hope I live; 
and may I say, the duty and Service I proffer to the State, and my 
Experience in business, might intitle me to consideration. All 
Circumstances put together, I can, and do fully rely, I shall not 
be rejected, and that I shall have the Happiness of embracing you 
before the Year is out. 

Mr. Marmaduke Jones will be serviceable to me in what he can. 
If it should be proper that any person should speak to my Case at 
the Bar of the [House], I should think of Mr. Nash, but I leave it 
to your better Judgment. 

I command myself in all things to the Direction of God's Good 
Providence; and am most sincerely, and Affectionately Yours 

Henry E McCulloh 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "Jas. Iredell Esqr. Edenton, North 
Carolina." Endorsed "London 28th. April 1783. Henry E. McCulloh. Ansd." 
See JI to Henry E. McCulloh, July 7, 1783, below. 

1 The fifth article of the treaty declared that "Congress shall earnestly 
recommend it to the Legislatures of the respective States to provide for the 
restitution of all estates, rights and properties which have been confiscated, 
belonging to real British Subjects...." Clark, State Records, XVII, 7. 

2 David Hartley (1732-1813), member of Parliament and close friend of 
Franklin, had been openly critical of Britain's American policy. During 1782- 
1783 he served as one of Britain's peace commissioners. George H. Guttridge, 
David Hartley, M.P., an Advocate of Conciliation, 177U-1783 (Berkeley: Uni- 
versity of California Press, 1926). 

James Iredell to Henry E. McCulloh 

[ca. May 1, 1783] 

[. . .] I applied to Mr. B. McCulloh that I might know particu- 
larly what part of your property was sold; but he does not mention 
in his answer; he says all your bonds are yet safe where you had 
deposited them. I believe the greatest part, if not the whole of your 
property in the back country, was sold. The little tract in the 
Indian woods is not, in consequence of Mr. J.J.1 interposing with 
a claim on account of the agreement he had partly concluded with 
you, and which, but for Mr. Donaldson's sudden departure from 
the country, he thinks would have been perfected. There remained 
only the settlement of interest. He desires me to acquaint you of 
his having made this claim; that he never should have the least 
desire of preferring it to your prejudice, or of gaining any advan- 
tage over you by it, and wishes for nothing more than that through 
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this means it may be saved, and he be able to account with you for 
the price. I had the pleasure to find Mr. Willie Jones, as well as 
B. McCulloh, had written you immediately on the reception of your 
letter. I am satisfied any claim on your behalf never can be pre- 
ferred with the least prospect of success but upon this footing— 
that the execution of the Confiscation Act shall proceed no farther, 
and that you shall have restored what is yet in the hands of the 
public. For I find it to be the sentiment of the most moderate men, 
that those who have purchased under faith of Acts of the Assem- 
bly, cannot rightfully have their estates taken from them, and it 
is a melancholy consideration that the estates have sold for so 
little. The payment of the amount, I am afraid, would be an object 
scarce worth mention, and, I believe, there would be found very 
little disposition in the members to make up the difference. I am 
sorry to say that I am placing the case on the most favorable foot- 
ing, and that there is such a disposition to violence, not yet cooled, 
all over the country, that it is indeed very doubtful whether our 
Assembly will go one step beyond what they are compelled to do 
by the Treaty. In regard however to the solicitation, B. McCulloh 
thinks, as well as myself, a personal one would have most chance 
of being successful; but, if that cannot be had in time, you may be 
assured of all possible exertions on my part to serve you. The 
Assembly are appointed to meet the 1st Monday in October next, 
at Hillsborough. 

I wrote you in my other letters, or some of them, that I meant 
to release to you Miss Macartney's legacy, in part of my debt of 
honor, and that so far from having any disposition to violate my 
engagement, which I consider of the most sacred kind, as there was 
nothing but my honor to bind it, 1 long ago made a provision in 
my will2 to secure it irrevocably to you in case of my death. You 
were in danger of losing it for some time, for it was many years 
after Miss Macartney's death before I heard either of that event 
or of the legacy; so that, had I died in the mean time, you might 
without any ill intention on my part have been a considerable suf- 
ferer, for I had otherwise no property but what I got by my wife, 
and which I did not think myself at liberty to dispose of from her. 
Your obedient servant, 

Jas. Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 53-54). The approximate date is determined 
from JI to Henry E. McCulloh, July 7, 1783, below, and from JI's remark 
about the General Assembly's being scheduled to convene at Hillsborough 
on the first Monday in October. Clark, State Records, XIX, 368. 

1 JPs brother-in-law, John Johnston. 
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2 This apparently first will of JI has not been preserved. He made yet 

another will, dated August 20, 1784, in which he includes the provisions 
mentioned to McCulloh: "a Sum of Three hundred Pounds Sterling which 
was left me as a Legacy by my much beloved and respected Relation Miss 
Margaret Macartney of the Kingdom of Great Britain some years since 
deceased, and of whose will Henry Eustace McCulloh is Executor; which said 
Legacy I bequeath to the said Henry Eustace McCulloh, hoping he will 
accept of the same as the best consideration it is now justly in my power to 
make him for a Debt of Honour, which I heartily regret it has not been in 
my power fully to discharge, but I cannot think it right to encroach upon 
what I consider my Wife's peculiar property to make up the deficiency." 
Chowan County Wills, Book A, A&H. 

Pierce Butler to James Iredell 

Charlestown May the 5th 1783 

My Dear Sir 

Your letter of the 23rd of March has just come to my hand.1 I 
participate, sincerely participate in Your indisposition. If such 
great temperance as You observe will not preserve health, nothing 
can. Your Billious attack, for the Jaundice is nothing more or less 
than a redundance of Bile from relaxed habit, the consequence of 
impure Air and great heat, confirms my opinion of Edenton being 
a most extreme unhealthy Spott; trying beyond measure to the 
best constitution. The number of putrid fends2 interspersed in the 
Town, added the Stagnate state of Your Bay, is enough to heed the 
most pestilential disorders. I sincerely wish my friend could so 
arrange His affairs as to change His abode. 

The Interest You take my Dear Sir in my welfare and happiness 
lays me under additional obligations to You and creates feelings 
that can only be conceived by such a benevolent heart as Yours; 
but not to be express'd by my pen. 

I receiv'd more of my Negroes than I expected, but I found 
everything else as bad as possible. All my Buildings burnt, and 
those Settlements that were accomplished by many Years hard 
industry layd entirely waste; but all this, and more I could bear 
without a sigh, were it possible to have restored to me my favourite 
Son, the promising prop of my latter days, that they wantonly 
robbed me of. But why pain my friend with such a Subject! It is 
nearest my heart of all others; And from the fulness of the heart 
the mouth speaketh. But enough! I will try to forget, as I forgive.3 

Peace, as Your justly observe, became essentialy necessary for 
America—thank God it is arrived. Not only the exhausted state of 
Our finances, but the inquietude of Our Army, and distressed 
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situation of all Ranks, but Speculators, call'd loudly for an honor- 
able end to the War. Surely the British Cabinett is of all others the 
most inconsistant! At no One time since the Convention of Sara- 
toga were We less able to make a formidable opposition than at 
the very time the Peace was Concluded. But why should they not 
be consistant through the whole. They began in error, and ended 
with it. I was One of those Sanguine People who never doubted 
of Our Securing Independence; yet I confess to You, for these last 
Twelve Months I have thought it in a more precarious Situation 
than it had been since Burgoyne's Surrender; which undoubtedly 
layd the Corner Stone of the Edefice. 

How will Your Legislature manage with respect to the British 
debts that they Confiscated? By One of the Articles in the Treaty 
of Peace they are Secured. Were not Your Law Makers a Little 
hasty in this business? 

I am sorry Your business wou'd not admitt of Your Serving in 
your Assembly—without compliment—They want You among 
them. Men of Stirling Virtue and real abilities are very essential 
at this time in every State; and not less in Yours than others. 

Our Assembly Sat for a Considerable time, and on the whole be- 
haved well. They shewed more lenity and humanity to the familys 
of the wretched Refugees than at first I expected. Trade begins 
again to raise her head here. Vessels from almost every Quarter 
are daily droping in, two and three of a day. Goods of every kind 
are as cheap as they were ten Years ago. If Mrs Iredell, Mrs or 
Miss Blair or Yourself want any thing this Town affords, Mrs 
Butler and myself will be happy in executing Your Commands. 
She joins me in best regards to the Ladies. 

Should Your Jaundice return let me prevail on You to try the 
Air of Charleston's in the fall. We have a room at Your Service and 
shall in sincerity be happy in Your Company. This Town is Cer- 
tainly a healthy Spott, infinitely more so than Philadelphia, of 
which there is incontestable proofs by the Bills of Mortality. 
Indeed the first Physicians in Philada. acknowledged it to me. Let 
me prevail on You then my friend to try it. You shall be here as 
at home, free from all restraint, and by favouring Us with Your 
Company Oblige Yr Affecti. friend and Obedt. Servant. 

P. Butler 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Not found. 
'-' The correct spelling is "fens," meaning swamp or marsh lands. 
:! The British had evacuated Charleston on December 14, 1782. 
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James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Eden House May 13th. 1783 

My dear Hannah, 

I inclose two letters which I beg leave to commit to your care. I 
send my Mother's open, for you to peruse if you please. I should 
have been glad of more time to write them, and of your advice as to 
some things, but unluckily had it not in my power. Perhaps they 
had better be given to Mr. Black, or at least my Mother's. I wish 
you would write a line to Arthur, and apologize for me. And if 
you think I am indiscreet in regard to what I say of Tommy, I 
hope you will use such generous freedom with me as to suppress 
the letter. For it may be of consequence.1 

The Family here express a desire to you. They are all quite well. 
Permit me again to intreat your attention to the Baron's Children. 
I am sorry I must be so troublesome to you, but my frequent 
absence from home makes it unavoidable. I gave Capt. Collins a 
Power to sell [ Cary?] and he was so obliging as to promise me his 
[...] for it. 

Remember me to your Sister and Nelly and the rest of her 
Children, and your Brother's Family and Miss Henderson. 

Adieu! My dear Hannah—and be assured I am Ever yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, P^denton." 

1 JI's letters not found. This is JI's first reference in several years to 
corresponding with his immediate family in England. JI had received only 
one letter during the war. See Arthur Iredell to J I, April 30, 1782, above, 
which mentions objectionable behavior on the pail of Thomas Iredell, an 
officer in the British marines. 

Penelope Dawson to Hannah Iredell 

Eden House May 14th 1783 

My Dear Cousin 

I dare say you must have thought me both ungrateful and negli- 
gent but I do assure you my silence and so long delaying to thank 
you for your last kind favours has proceeded from neither the one 
or the other. At William's importunity I left home on Tuesday as 
he propos'd going over that day, but we had scarce got to Dukin- 
field when the weather got so bad that I was detain'd till Sunday 
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night after sunset during which time I fretted myself almost to a 
skeleton, especially after I heard Mrs Johnston had ventur'd to 
cross. How she liv'd thro it I can not imagine nor did I once think 
it possible she or any body else would have thought of such a thing 
that day, for there was men at Dukinfield the greatest part of it 
who would not attempt it. But my mentioning this subject was 
only to apologize for my not writing, for I unluckily forgot to take 
any paper with me and there seemed to be so great a scarcity of 
that article there that I did not offer to ask for any, and since I 
came home to, the canoe has been over twice. I could not possibly 
[....] They went off without my knowing it, and yesterday the 
people sent express in post haste. 

The gentlemen left us immediately after dinner. Billy rode with 
them and about 3 hours after return'd with Dr. Burke to my very 
great surprise, for I heard them in the house before I saw them 
and was I confess not much delighted with seeing him without the 
rest of the company. However I soon found out he had left some 
papers of consequence and indeed it was very fortunate he dis- 
covered his mistake so soon. He stay'd to breakfast this morning 
and then took his leave.1 I am much oblig'd to you my dear cousin 
for your kind invitation to come over in the time of the Court, but 
I could not think of such a thing had I been ever so anxious so to 
do. I think it would have been unpardonable when we are so near 
and can go at any time, to choose that when all the house keepers 
have enough to do. I thank you too particularly for your kindness 
to William. I do not believe it is possible he could love you better 
than he did before but I am sure he will never forget this last 
instance of your goodness. I am afraid he was troublesome to you 
just at that time. Pray when may we hope for the pleasure of 
seeing you on this side. Do try and make it convenient to come 
over tomorrow. You will make us very happy if you will. If not 
let me hear from you and when we may expect you and pray let it 
be as soon as possible. 

I am now under a necessity of concluding this as I expect every 
moment to see Mr Polloks canoe underway, but I could not be easy 
till I wrote you. All my family join in Love to you, Mrs Blair and 
family. I am very sorry to hear Nelly has been so unwell. If she 
is able to come out see [. . .] accompany Miss Henderson over. I 
dare say the Miss will be of service to her. If she cannot go to see 
the [Launch?] I will stay at home with her, nor will it I assure 
you be any great sacrifice I shall make in so doing as I am grown 
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too lazy and indifferent to take any [.,..] about almost anything, 
but am ever my Dr Cousin most Affectionately Yours 

Pen Dawson 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Burke was evidently attending the May session of the Edenton superior 
court. 

James Hogg to James Iredell 

Hillsborough, May 17th, 1783 

Dear Sir 

Your polite and friendly remembrance of us in your letter from 
Halifax1, was truly agreeable. Nothing pleases me more than the 
regard of persons of worth whom I esteem and respect. 

Soon after you left us, the Governor had official accounts of the 
preliminaries of peace, and a proclamation from Congress calling 
in all armed vessels, &c; but I think he says he has had no 
accounts yet of the definitive treaty. No doubt you are a month, or 
two weeks at least, before us in public intelligence. 

Mr. Maclaine before now will have given you a history of the 
proceedings of the Assembly. I have attempted to send you a 
list of the bills passed into laws, of which I am told there are about 
fifty, but I have got only the titles of thirty-six, a copy of which is 
inclosed.2 The taxable property is the same as last year; but the 
tax is 3d in the pound, two thirds of which may be paid in specie 
certificates.8 The land office is opened at ten pounds per hundred, 
which may be paid in certificates: certain boundaries are laid off 
for the army, within which no persons but officers and soldiers can 
make entries before the expiration of three years, except the 
settlers, who are entitled to pre-emption rights.4 

Captain Gillespie of Duplin, and Colonel Geddy of Halifax, are 
appointed superintendents of the press for emitting £100,000, 
paper currency.5 Coor and Hunt are signers. 

A suspension of suits for twelve months, after much debate, has 
also passed both houses—last evening.^ 

An act of pardon and oblivion has now also passed,7 which 
excepts, I am told, all those that are named in any of the confisca- 
tion laws, and also Peter Mallett, David Fanning, and—Andrews.8 
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Also an act of indemnity—for pardoning all illegal impress- 
ments, and such like outrages by those well attached to the Revo- 
lution.9 I do not recollect, at present, any other public law; but I 
hope I shall have it in my power tomorrow to complete my list; 
and, perhaps, to get a copy of what is most material; and carry it 
to Wilmington, where I expect to have the pleasure of seeing you 
at court. 

I will not venture to describe to you the temper of the Assembly 
—my style is too feeble for such a subject. I think you, and Mr. 
Hooper, and Mr. Johnston would have been of great service in this 
Assembly to the country, nor am I satisfied with your apologies; if 
such men do not stand forth at this critical period, and lend their 
aid, this country won't be worth living in. A set of unprincipled 
men, who sacrifice every thing to their popularity and private 
views, seem to have acquired too much influence in all our Assem- 
blies. Mrs. Hogg, and the girls, and Gavin, offer their compliments 
to you; and I am, with the most sincere esteem and respect, Dear 
sir, Your most faithful, humble servant, 

James Hogg 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 45-46). 

1 Not found. 
- The large degree of legislative activity was prompted in part by the fact 

that the General Assembly had met only once in nearly two years; sessions 
scheduled for November, 1782, and January, 1783, had failed to materialize 
for lack of a quorum. Clark, State Records, XVI, 59, 463; XIX, 295. 

•'5 The tax law of the previous year included real estate, slaves over sixty 
years old, and livestock over one, among other things. The general property 
tax was one penny per pound, raised in 1783 to three pennies per pound, 
three fourths of it payable in paper money. Clark, State Records, XXIV, 
434-439, 477. 

4 The land office had been closed during the British invasion. Income from 
sales would go toward paying the state's Revolutionary indebtedness. Clark, 
State Records, XXIV, 478-485; Keith and Masterson, Blount Papers, I, 57-58. 

3 Clark, State Records, XXIV, 475-478. The act provided for "the redemp- 
tion of paper currency now in circulation, and advancing to the Continental 
officers and soldiers part of their pay and subsistance. . . ." It has been 
demonstrated that the property tax and the new emissions "took giant 
strides" toward redeeming the original Revolutionary debt. Morrill, Practice 
and Politics of Flat Finance, chap. ii. 

,; Clark, State Records, XXIV, 490-491. The measure, designed to aid 
inflation-ridden debtors, was opposed by many if not most of the state's law- 
yers, who maintained it was denying them a livelihood. See JI to Hannah 
Iredell, May 23, 1783, below. 

7 Clark, State Records, XXIV, 489-490. 
* Samuel Andrews, a Tory officer who fought with David Fanning. Clark, 

State Records, X, 875; XVI, 850; XXII, 236-237; XXIV, 490. Peter Mallett and 
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his brother Daniel operated a Wilmington mercantile firm. Considered a Tory, 
he returned from Charleston and was indicted for treason in Wilmington in 
1782. He was later pardoned and restored to full citizenship. Keith and 
Masterson, Blount Papers, I, 33-35, 40, 45, 46; Clark, State Records, XIV, 
625, XVI, 188, 190, XVIII, 213, XX, 609. 

9 Clark, State Records, XXIV, 488-489. Hogg, a conservative merchant, may- 
have exaggerated the excesses in the law. It absolved from prosecution per- 
sons who "committed sundry acts, which though not strictly agreeable to 
law, yet were requisite, and so much for the service of the public, that they 
ought to be justified by Act of Assembly, and the persons by whom they were 
transacted indemnified." However, "nothing in the foregoing Act shall be 
construed or intended to justify any person whatever, who under pretense of 
public service shall have destrained and taken any thing or things from the 
citizens of this State, and converted the same to their own or any other 
person's use, but the right to sue and recover damages from all such persons, 
is expressly reserved to the citizens of this State for such mal-versions." 

Benjamin Haivkins to James Iredell 

Philadelphia 20th. May 1783 

Dear Sir, 

The enclosed from Mr. McCulloh [to] me yesterday received 
under cover to the Delegates of North Carolina. I shall write to 
this gentleman and acknowledge the receipt of his letter by a ship 
that will sail for London next week. It will be impossible for us to 
say any thing respecting his return, or the repeal of the confisca- 
tion act he mentions. If you wish to write to him and an oppor- 
tunity does not offer from Edenton, enclose your letters to us and 
they shall be immediately forwarded either from this or New York. 

Give my respectful compliments to your Lady and believe me, 
with the highest respect, Dear Sir, your most obedient and most 
humble Servt. 

Benajmin Hawkins 

RC (Gratz Collection, HSP). Endorsed "Philadelphia 20th. May 1783. Benj. 
Hawkins. Ansd." JI's reply not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern, May 23d, 1783 

My Dear Hannah 

[...]! assure you the going to Wilmington is very mortifying 
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to me, but there are some reasons which now render it in a manner 
unavoidable. I received a summons, as well as Captain Collins, as 
executor of Mr. Smith, to render an account at Wilmington of what 
effects either of us has in our hands belonging to a company in 
England. The appearance must be in person, and the answer on 
oath, otherwise there may be a conditional judgment against us 
for the whole sum, which may be liable to be paid out of our private 
fortune, a loss I cannot think of resigning when I can so easily 
discharge myself, and the sum is near £10,000 stl. I think the 
proceedings are irregular and may be set aside, but there is no 
risking the plainest thing with our Judges. I have some hopes, too, 
of getting a little money there out of what is due to me; and it is 
more necessary now to attempt this, as the Assembly have struck 
a fatal blow at our profession, as you will know before this. [. . .]1 

Mr. Maclaine, who was struggling there unsuccessfully the whole 
session, says, had we (Iredell, Hooper, and Johnston)2 been there, 
he is sure we could have carried any thing. But the die is now cast, 
and a few months more ruin entailed on this unhappy country, 
&c, &c. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 46-47). 

1 See James Hogg to JI, May 17, 1783, above. 
2 McRee writes that "the parenthesis is not in the original." But the remark 

does not make it clear whether he is speaking of the names as well as the 
punctuation. 

James Iredell to Helen "Nelly" Blair 

Newbern May 23d. 1783 

My dear Nelly, 

I had [great] concern by your aunt's letter1 that your health 
still continues bad. Let me entreat you to be very careful of it, and 
to expose it as little as possible until [....] I don't wish you to 
dance yourself out of [. . .] but to live many years to enjoy it. I 
told your Aunt to apologize to you for my not writing, as my time 
is really greatly occupied [....] You are good enough to wish 
always even for a short letter from me. I have secured a moment to 
give it to you. I condole with you on the loss of your agreeable 
Companion, Miss Henderson. I think it was rather cruel in Mrs. 
Pollok to take her away from you but hope she will be with you 
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[as much as possible.] Pray give my respects to her, and charge 
her not to [....] 

Adieu! and believe me ever Your truly affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Badly mutilated. 

1 Not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern, May 24th, 1783 

[. . .] I have not attempted to buy any linen here. The merchants 
have scarcely fallen at all, and when I have mentioned the laud- 
able example of our own, they say they cannot think of bringing 
themselves to that; so that they rather choose to keep up an air of 
importance a little longer, than wisely comply with a necessity 
th'^y cannot avoid, &c, &c. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, I, 47). 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

20 miles from Newbern on the road 
to Cape Fear. May 26th. 1783 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote you a line before I left Newbern this morning, which I 
put into the Post Office considering Mr. Rice's going then as 
uncertain, to whom I had given a letter for you, tho' I found since 
he was to leave town this afternoon. I omitted a little matter of 
compliment, which I must beg leave now to trouble you with. 
Speaking one day on the subject of Umbrellas, Mr. and Mrs. Ellis 
signified a great desire to get two, and as he was not much 
acquainted at Edenton I promised to use any endeavours to pro- 
cure them. You will much oblige me therefore if you can purchase 
two, and will acquaint me with the price, which he will pay on my 
return. He supposed the Post Boy would readily bring them, and 
therefore I should be very glad if you could get him asked to do 
it. I am in company with my Friend Judge Williams, who is one 
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of the most agreeable Men in the world, and we expect this evening 
or in the morning to overtake that industrious Traveller Mr. 
Hooper. I am quite well, but never was more fatigued with Court 
Business, and feel very much relieved now that I am out of the 
way of the importunity of Clients, and the wrangling of the Bar. 
I wrote your Brother a line by Mr. Rice. Remember me to your 
Sister and her Family, and tell Nelly it has been impractible for 
me to write to her lately, but that I always think of her with great 
affection, and anxiously hope her health is reestablished. Remem- 
ber me also to Miss Henderson, and my Edenton Friends, par- 
ticularly Mr. Barker and D. Lenox if still there. I am sorry Mr. 
McCulloh is coming in, as his errend will prove so fruitless. Adieu! 
My dear Hannah, I am ever Most truly and affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Love &c. to Mrs. Dawson's Family. I hope you never forget 
me to my dear Penny and Gaby. A kiss for each and James. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell, Edenton." 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Newbern May 26th. 1783 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote to you on Saturday to go by Mr. Rice but as he has since 
been unexpectedly detained, and it is yet uncertain when he may 
get away, possibly you may receive this letter first. I am just going 
to set off for Cape Fear. Mr. Hooper set off yesterday afternoon 
having some private business which he is anxious to do before the 
Court. Mr. Williams and I are to go together this morning. Busi- 
ness prevented my being ready with Mr. Hooper. We are all very 
well. The Court has not been a bad one. If I get some money I 
expect this morning, I shall have received a good deal more than 
£100. I shall not miss a post while I am in the way of it, and hope 
you will not. Direct my letters to Newbern as I shall give direc- 
tions to the Post Master. Pray inform your Brother John, that I 
have informed the People at Tuckahoe and Gen. Caswell that I 
expect him to meet me there about the 15th. Instant in order to 
run the lines and settle the disputes. 

Let me earnestly intreat you to take good care of yourself. Adieu! 
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my dearest Hannah. Remember me to all and doubt not my being 
Most affectionately yours. 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "Mrs. Iredell Edenton." 

Helen "Nelly" Blair to James Iredell 

Edenton May the 29 1783 

I requested the favor of my Aunt when she wrote to you the 
other Night my Dear Uncle, to make an apology for me, but she 
refused saying she supposed she should have it to do every oppor- 
tunity, which was very ungenerous in her as she knew my only 
reason for not writing was to save the Postage, a matter none of 
us would formerly have missed. But now you have the prospect of 
having a large Family to provide for it is worth while to be more 
careful, and if you only put the money you would have given for 
my letter out at interest, it will I daresay be sufficient by the 
time your Son (for a Son it must be—no saucy girl to rival my 
Darling Annie) is ready to practice the Law to furnish him with 
his travelling equipage.1 We have been frolicking all this Week. 
Last Sunday there was a grand Party at Captn Boritzs to which 
even my Aunt Iredell went. The Parson gave us a most excellent 
Sermon in the Morning against The Love of Amusement and in 
the evening attended Mrs. Blackstock out to the Captains. She 
left us Monday escorted by his Reverence and a Mr. Brown only 
but she refused the attendance of two or three others. She plainly 
perceives the attention that is paid her she says and knows the 
Reason, but the mercenary creatures shall find her Husband did 
not leave her a handsome property to throw away on any of them. 
I suppose you will think I was not very sorry to see her depart, but 
I assure you in spite of all her raillery I was. There is a fine young 
gentleman come to Town from Philadelphia since you went away, 
0. H. Anlony son to Mr. Hewes' partner. We have not yet seen 
him but Mrs. Dawson says she shall introduce him to us. She 
carried him over the creek and they say he talked them almost to 
death; he was 3 or 4 hours in the House and no one could get in a 
single word, so I suppose you will think he will be no very agree- 
able acquaintance for us. It is hardly worth while for me to say 
any thing about Annie as she is a subject her Mamma delights to 
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dwell on, and I fear my Dear Uncle I have already intruded on 
your patience as you profess yourself an enemy to long letters. I 
therefore will conclude with assuring you I am ever your affection- 
ate Niece. 

H. Blair 

Please to desire Peter not to forget the flowers this time and 
request the favor of Judge Williams to take care of the letter that 
accompanies this for Mrs. McLay. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 This is the first reference to the Iredells having a child. Annie must have 
died shortly thereafter, for the parents used the name again for a daughter 
born in 1785: Annie Isabella. Hannah was obviously pregnant at the time of 
this letter. Possibly the result was the offspring mentioned in William Hooper 
to JI, February 12, 1784: "sincere and ardent congratulations to you and 
Mrs. Iredell upon the happy addition to your family." McRee, Iredell, II, 90. 
In any case, the child does not seem to have survived beyond infancy. 

Arthur Iredell to James Iredell 

Crewe Hall, Cheshire, May 30th, 1783 

For Heaven's sake, my dear brother, what are you about? Peace 
has been for months flapping her olive branch in your face, and 
you have not yet told me of it, or the wonders the placid maid has 
wrought in your affairs. I have sent more than one letter upon the 
subject of ours in England; but whether they will ever reach Caro- 
lina may be doubtful. Yours of the 11th of December, I received 
about a fortnight ago: it acknowledges only the recepit of one 
from me; and that, as it seems, by no means a satisfactory one.1 

To say truth, I wonder that one has been so fortunate; for all have 
been exposed to the rude gripe of each party, without any other 
recommendation than that of being perfectly inoffensive. There 
were, doubtless, many better channels of conveyance than the 
British mails to garrison towns; but I could not hear of any, though 
I applied to Mr. McCulloh, and other people likely to possess the 
requisite information. Thank God! I can now do without their 
assistance. Apropos. I sent McCulloh, immediately upon the receipt 
of your letter; a copy of that part which respected him: it was not 
the most comfortable intelligence in the world. I really pity him, 
though I am convinced he deserves little favor from America, and 
not much commiseration from either me or my family; all of whom 



410 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

he has imperiously slighted, and some of whom, in particular my 
mother, he has materially injured. I really think him a very sus- 
picious character. The interested manner in which he first sent 
you out to America—the hard bargain he extorted from you2—his 
conduct as executor of Miss Macartney—and many other traits 
which I have marked in him, lead me to think very unfavorably of 
him. I have therefore been the less anxious to recover his good 
opinion, which I know, though I cannot conjecture why, I have 
long lost; it could only be from my spirited treatment of him in 
the way that became me, and was due to him. How he behaved in 
his political character, as agent to North Carolina, I well know—I 
mean after the commencement of the war. A particular friend of 
his, and an acquaintance of mine, though himself a Tory, declared 
to me he was shocked at the license he gave himself in talking on 
American topics.3 He is still, however, a relation; and I shall not 
think myself authorized to do him any injury, if I could, because 
he has been so uncurbed in his own conduct. I am persuaded your 
thoughts of him will be equally charitable; and your behavior, if 
you can do him a kindness, as humane as possible. At present, he 
has, I suppose, like other refugees, as they are considered, a pen- 
sion from government; it is in agitation to grant permanent ones 
to the most material sufferers by the war. He, of course, will come 
under such a description.4 I should not have said thus much about 
him, if I did not believe that he had made complaints to you, as he 
has thought proper to do to others, of me. He assured Tom I had 
used him extremely ill, and, to make him believe it, promised to 
make him his heir. He did not specify how I had ill-treated him, 
and he would have found it difficult, for I have never been in 
habits of intimacy, or even had more than the slightest acquaint- 
ance with him. Once indeed, many years ago, upon my own ac- 
count; and once, a few months since, upon yours, I ''checked his 
pride" in a way that it is most probable displeased him. But enough 
of McCulloh. To turn to another, a nearer relation, and, I am sure, 
a much better man, my uncle: you must know I regularly corre- 
spond with him; and his letters are full of expressions of kindness 
to all of us, though, I can tell you, he by no means approves of 
your conduct—the taking an oath of allegiance to the United 
States, in violation of your former one to Britain, he considers 
utterly indefensible. I have endeavored to defend it; but you had 
much better write to him yourself, and explain, which you may 
well do, your motives.5 He has of late made some very acceptable 
remittances to my mother; which, together with an annuity of 
£40 allowed her by Lord Macartney and Mrs. Catharine Macart- 
ney,6 have afforded her the necessaries of life, and but little more. 
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She has notwithstanding been blessed with her usual share of 
good health, and a flow of spirits that have wonderfully buoyed 
her up in the most cruel, and the roughest storms of fortune; when 
almost every other person would have been overwhelmed by 
despair. You may be sure you are still in full possession of your 
share of her affections. Indeed, not one of us has any right to com- 
plain. Never did woman betray more maternal tenderness than 
she does upon every occasion; or would any one be more generous 
than she would, if she had the means of being so. Tom is still at 
Plymouth in the Marine service. I have of late given him so many 
home lectures upon his want of prudence, that I dare not as yet 
acquaint him with yours. I am afraid I colored his faults too highly 
when I wrote to you: he is certainly inconsiderate; but he has, 
which are the main points, a high sense of honor, and an excellent 
heart: his difficulties arise from the narrowness of his income, 
which, it must be confessed, calls for the wisest economy, and the 
most uncommon abstinence—prodigality and meanness are the 
Scylla and Charybdis every young man has to steer between; but 
how difficult a task is this when a person depends almost entirely 
upon his appearance in the world, and has little more than the 
means of procuring necessaries! For myself, you will probably 
have heard of my situation in Mr. Crewe's family.7 Nothing could 
possibly have happened more fortunately or critically. A very 
foolish connection which my friend, the Serjeant, had just before 
made with a woman who had lived with him some time in a very 
suspicious way, and who is every way unworthy of him, made it 
absolutely impossible for me to continue much longer in his house; 
and a Curacy was the only immediate good I hoped for. Conceive, 
then, with what readiness I accepted Mrs. Cath. Macartney's pro- 
posal to become tutor to Mr. Crewe's only son, who was to be 
under my care only two or three months in the year, the whole of 
which I might spend in Mr. Crewe's family. This I have actually 
done—at least, as long as I have chosen it, and I have been per- 
fectly well off in every respect. They are the best kind of people in 
the world, and I am upon the best footing with them. Their style 
of living is very great, and the company they keep of the first kind. 
Mr. Crewe's estate is immense, though it is at present considerably 
encumbered. And, I should tell you, he is a very great patron— 
he has a living of £1100, one of £600, two of £300, besides lesser 
ones in his gift. Unfortunately for my prospects they have all very 
young incumbents. Charles is still in the East Indies, where he 
has seen a great deal of service, and many hard blows pass between 
our fleet and the French. Thank God! none have fallen upon him, 
though we have not received one letter from him since his arrival 
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there. All we know of his safety we are indebted to the gazette, 
and admiralty books for. He is, I trust, in a fair way of rising, as 
Lord Macartney made many promises, all of which he may, if he 
pleases, fulfil. I cry your mercy. We have heard from Charles since 
his arrival in the East: his letter too was a very interesting one— 
it contained an account of two engagements, and of the very kind 
reception he met with from Lord Macartney at Madras. How could 
I, for a moment, lose sight of this? What a volume I have written! 
I shall expect in return a very long letter from you. All restraints 
are now removed, and I have no little share of curiosity to be 
gratified. Your whole history, from 1775 to the present moment, 
must be interesting—pray give at least the outline of it. Was it 
true that you accepted the appointment of a judge? If true, has it 
answered your expectations, and gratified your wishes? What 
change has it made in your affairs? Is Edenton still the place of 
your residence? And answers to a thousand other queries which I 
could put to you, and which you may easily conceive. Pray assure 
my sister of my unabated affection. The moment I am convinced 
that letters move in the ordinary channel, I will write, and very 
particularly to her. I have not yet provided a female correspondent 
for her; but to make you my confidant, I have really one in view, 
whom, I think, you would not blush to acknowledge for a sister. 
One who, at the age of nineteen, with a fine person, with beauty, 
with good sense, and with many admirers, has yet more prudence 
than I ever met with in so young a person, and is already dis- 
guested with the folly and dissipation of "the million." I have not 
known her long, but I am particularly intimate with her sister, 
who is her counterpart, and I may say, though I can as yet say no 
farther, I am upon very good terms with herself. We seem to like 
each other's romantic notions very well. By the way, you must not 
hint a syllable of this to my mother, who is quite out of the secret, 
and who would pester me to death if she was let into it. For 
heaven's sake let me hear immediately from you— be particular 
about my sister, yourself, and your connections. Give my best love 
to her, and believe me ever, my dear brother, most cordially and 
most affectionately, yours, 

Arthur Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 47-51). 

1 JI had received at least one letter from Arthur, dated April 30, 1782, 
above. JTs letter to Arthur of December 11, 1782, not found. Earlier in May, 
1783, JI had written his mother, and he had asked Hannah Iredell to write 
Arthur. JI to Hannah Iredell, May 13, 1783, above. 
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2 Arthur Iredell probably refers to JTs agreement to look after McCulloh's 
interests in North Carolina and, probably, to JTs having to compensate his 
cousin for the collectorship of customs at Port Roanoke. 

3 McCulloh had consistently maintained to JI and his other North Carolina 
associates that he had always favored the American position in the dispute 
with Britain. However, in seeking compensation for his losses in America he 
claimed that he had lost the North Carolina colonial agency because of "his 
principles in favour of Government which did not accord with the prejudices 
of the Inhabitants." McCulloh file: Loyalist Transcripts, A&H. 

4 Henry Eustace McCulloh and his father had been granted temporary sup- 
port, £200 a year since 1777. If this were merely an indemnification for losses, 
it would conflict with McCulloh's remark to JI that he received at that time 
only arrears in salary owed to his father. DeMond, Loyalists in N.C., 203; 
McCulloh to JI, March 28, 1783, above. 

5 See JI to Thomas Iredell, Jr., ca. November, 1783, below. 
6 Sir George Macartney, JFs cousin, had been elevated to an Irish peerage 

in 1775, and the following year he became governor of Grenada. In 1780 he 
was appointed governor of Madras, where he may well have seen his cousin 
Charles Iredell, serving with the fleet of Sir Edward Hughes operating along 
the southern coasts of India. See Arthur Iredell to JI, August 18, 1783, below. 
Mrs. Catharine Macartney, though obviously a relative, cannot be precisely 
identified. Robbins, Our First Ambassador to China, 94, 116-120, and passim 
for Lord Macartney's appointments, and for family connections. 

7 John Crewe (1742-1829) of Crewe Hall, Cheshire, "an enlightened agricul- 
turalist and good landlord," was a member of the House of Commons. His 
wife Frances Ann (d. 1818), "one of the most beautiful women of her time," 
was one of England's most sought after hostesses. Her drawing room at 
Crewe Hall was graced by the great and near-great, men such as Charles 
James Fox, Burke, Sheridan, and Reynolds. DNB, V, 84; XIII, 688. For a 
fascinating account of life with the Crewes, see Arthur Iredell to Hannah 
Iredell, November 17, 1783, below. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington May 31st. 1783 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote to you just before I left Newbern, and on the road. The 
next day I overtook Mr. Hooper and continued on with him here, 
where we arrived the day before yesterday. We experience here, as 
we did at Edenton and Newbern, the disadvantage of beginning 
a Court at the latter end of a week, for tho' a great part of the 
second day is exhausted scarcely a Man to do business has ap- 
peared. I should think of this with more impatience, but that some 
days will elapse even after the very last day of this Court before I 
can expect to meet your Brother. The 15th. of June I have fixed on 
for that time, and earnestly hope he will not disappoint me. I hope 
we shall then be able to have a survey of both the Tuckahoe and 
New River lands, and the disputes about the former adjusted. I 
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never pass by the New River Plantation without greatly admiring 
it, as every body does, and wishing we were settled there, which 
could I am sure be done very agreeably and advantageously were 
a few of our Friends with us. It might be made, I am sure, one of 
the most beautiful Plantations I ever saw. 

On our way we staid the greatest part of a day at Mr. James 
Moore's, who married Miss Betsey Nash.1 She is now in pretty 
good health, and entertained us with great civility and kindness. I 
was sorry I had not called on Mrs. Nash before I left Town, but 
the extreme hurry I was in, and my being in some measure un- 
certain whether I should come here, must apologize for me. Mrs. 
R. Moore2 lives in Wilmington, and I did not see her till this 
morning as she has been very sick, and still is a good deal indis- 
posed. Her Sister told me, she talked of going into Edenton 
now, but I think she will scarcely be so imprudent in her present 
ill state of health. She has a great desire I am told to go to the 
Springs with Mrs. Pollok, but I suppose if Mrs. P. goes at all she 
will be too late for that. She says Mrs. P. is one of the most amiable 
Women in the world. I told her she was certainly very agreeable. 

I shall be in anxious expectation of the post, which is expected 
on Monday. I am quite tired here, at present doing nothing, and 
seeing no prospect of money. The sacrifice I have made to your 
Brother John's convenience will certainly induce him not to dis- 
appoint me, for had it not been for that I would have tried somehow 
or other to avoid coming in here. Mr. Hooper is very uneasy about 
Jem, but I cannot help thinking he will be here before we leave it. 
Mr. Hooper has not been very well, owing to a great deal of fatigue 
of which I had an equal share but have stood it better, not having 
been in the least sick, tho' deprived of a proper portion of sleep 
for several nights together, having been very much broke in upon 
in Newbern, and meeting very bad accomodations on the road. 
Mrs. G. Hooper is here with her Father and he expected next 
month and Mr. Hooper has received a letter from his Brother Tom 
mentioning that he expected his Wife from England in a few days, 
and that they should be with him in July at Hillsborough—and 
as he understands it, on their way to the northward. Tom Hooper 
was preparing for some new settlement as he has lately sold 29 
Negroes. There is some very fine linen in town, but not for less 
price than 16/. which I did not think proper to give. They are here 
a degree or two more reasonable than at Newbern but not within 
many degrees of Edenton. 

I long greatly to be at home, where I should be very well 
satisfied not withstanding the pernicious and ridiculous laws that 
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have been lately made. The event has justified my fears, and the 
strong conviction I had of the necessity of a more than ordinary 
exertion at the present period. Not only the most wanton injury 
has been done to Individuals, but the national Character disgraced, 
as more than one article of the Treaty of Peace has been expressly 
violated. If such things are much longer suffered, this will not be 
a Country to live in, and in the mean time they must deeply wound 
the feelings of every Man of sensibility and honour.3 I trust we are 
not without the means of redress, but God knows when there may 
now be an opportunity, and it is painful to think of Mischief that 
might have been avoided. 

As to the little spurt against the Lawyers, I don't dread it, and I 
trust we shall find a way to live. 

June 2. I am now waiting with great anxiety for the post, which is 
every moment expected. I would willingly wait before I close this 
till I receive your letter but know not whether it may be in my 
power without risquing the loss of the Post while I am engaged in 
Court. I spent yesterday at the Sound with Mr. Hooper, Mr. 
Huske, and Mr. [....] It was not by any means an agreeable day 
nor did we get much of the salt water [. . .], but the air was 
pleasant and refreshing and we got very little rain. I stay with 
Mr. J. Maclaine and Mr. Huske, as I did last Court and am very 
well accomodated. Mr. Hooper is with Mr A. Maclaine. Be pleased 
to give my love to your Sister and her Family, your Brother's and 
Mrs. Dawson's. I would have wrote to Nelly but for the expense of 
postage, which from this would have been too much. I hope her 
health is re-established, and that she will take proper care of 
herself. Don't forget me to my wild Friend Miss Anderson, and tell 
her her grand father is very well. Remember me to Mr Barker and 
my other Friends. Believe me, I am most heartily tired, not only 
of Court Business, but of being from home. I shall adhere most 
rigidly to my resolution of taking no new business here, for the 
fatigue of so great a Circuit I am sure would soon prove too much 
for me and I cannot bear to be so continually from home. Mr. H. 
seems also inclined to end his Circuit at Newbern. When he can 
extricate himself here. My thoughts are ever fixed upon you [. . .] 
utmost tenderness and anxiety. I count the moments almost as 
they pass. God grant I may find you in perfect health. I shall write 
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you again by the next Post. Adieu! my dearest Hannah. I am called 
away—and believe me Most truly and affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Probably a son of General James Moore, who died in 1777. The above- 
mentioned Moore is not to be confused with an Ensign James Moore of North 
Carolina who was killed in the Battle of Eutaw Springs. Rankin, N.C. Con- 
tinentals, 360. Miss Betsy Nash and the Mrs. Nash mentioned in the following 
sentences were the daughter and widow respectively of General Francis Nash. 

2 Polly Nash was married on February 24, 1775, to Roger Moore. She was 
the "daughter of the late Thomas Nash Esqr of Edenton; a most amiable 
young Lady with a handsome fortune." Moore, a descendant of the prominent 
Cape Fear early settler, the first Roger Moore, served in the Third Provincial 
Congress and was an officer in the militia. There had recently been serious 
friction involving the Moore and Nash families on the one hand and Lieutenant 
Colonel William Davis on the other. Davis was the brother of Justina Davis, 
first married to Arthur Dobbs, the royal governor, and afterward married to 
Abner Nash, the second governor of the state of North Carolina. Roger Moore, 
husband of Polly Nash, was a nephew of William Davis and his late sister 
Julia Nash. According to Davis, Abner Nash and Roger Moore "formed a 
Plott, the most Cruel, the most mean and Black, that the Memory of Man 
can Trace." After the two men got him thoroughly drunk, Davis agreed to 
sign papers "which took every thing from me, both real and Personal, nothing 
of property Left." Nash had "Broke me up intirely and Turned me on the 
World for Bread." Governor Burke, to whom Davis appealed, stated that the 
courts, not the executive, were the proper recourse for Davis. Saunders, 
Colonial Records, IX, 1132, X, 164, 166, 172, 517, 520; Clark, State Records, 
XVI, 596-599. Unfortunately, the Wilmington District Superior Court records 
for this period are incomplete, so that it is impossible to tell whether Davis 
took legal action. 

•{ See Resolutions of the Citizens of Edenton, August 1, 1783, Instructions 
to Chowan County Representatives, September, 1783, below; "Making of a 
Revolutionary," Volume I. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Wilmington June 9th. 1783 

My dear Hannah, 

I scarcely ever was more mortified and disappointed than in not 
receiving a letter from you by the last post, but whatever was the 
cause of it I am satisfied that it has not been owing to any neglect 
of yours, and I would fain flatter myself it has been occasioned by 
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the neglect of Cogdell, whom I expressly desired to send me letters 
by the first Post, but none after. But it has increased my impa- 
tience and anxiety extremely; and now, tho' this is Post day, I do 
not expect to hear in consequence of what I told the Postmaster, 
unless he should fortunately blunder for once on the right side. 
The Court is to end to morrow, and I shall leave this the next day, 
but on account of the land business it is impossible for me to 
ascertain when I can be at home, and in the mean time it is very 
mortifying to me to see the impatience of the others who are going 
instantly home, while I am obliged to submit to so painful a delay. 
I preserve my health perfectly well, tho' the weather is remarkably 
warm, notwithstanding which there was a very grand Ball here 
the other night, the Company was remarkably numerous and 
brilliant, and every thing extremely genteel, but the great warmth 
of the night and the smallness of the room for so large a Company 
very much abated the pleasure. There were obliged to be three 
successive sets of Dancers, and I got only two dances the whole 
evening, my Partner (a Mrs. Toomer) having been obliged to retire 
early. Mrs. Moore was well enough to be there, and to dance and 
Mrs. [Huske] was there also. The former I take it is on the brink 
of matrimony with a Continental officer of the name of McAllister 
who came here lately from Charlestown, and seems a genteel 
Man, and acquired great reputation from the service.1 You may 
therefore suppose her jaunt to Edenton is over, tho' she expresses 
a great desire for it, and says nothing but the want of horses pre- 
vents her. I have the pleasure to assure you Colo. Clark is quite 
recovered, and Mrs Clark is very well, tho' she looks thin. They 
have both given me the kindest and most pressing invitation to 
visit them, but it is not in my power, which I very much regret as 
I know no where a more worthy and agreeable Pair. They enquired 
particularly about you, and Mrs. Clark desired me to present her 
Compliments, and assure you it would make her very happy could 
she have it in her power to see you. I did not forget your message 
to her, as I am sure you would be greatly pleased with her, there 
being joined in her manners the most engaging vivacity with the 
most amiable and respectable qualities. On Thursday (the day 
before the Ball) the Proclamation of the Cessation of Hostilities 
was read in form by the Sheriff, and the Town was finely illumi- 
nated in the evening. Unluckily tho' upon the discharge of Cannon 
a similar accident happened as at Edenton, a Man who was drunk 
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and careless was wounded in such a manner that he has ever since 
been in the most miserable condition, and his life is despaired of, 
tho' he still unfortunately lingers it out for he is a more shocking 
object. His name is Plyer, and he has a Wife and Family in Town. 
Mr. Hooper is tolerably well, but no account of Jim. It is yet un- 
certain whether I shall get any money here. I have a prospect of a 
little, but not much, [..".] way in such a manner as to be under no 
kind of necessity of attending again, which is a great consolation 
to me. I never was more anxious to hear from you. I shall return 
as I told you by Mrs. Dawson's, and hope if convenient to meet 
you there. You will be so obliging as to remember me affectionately 
to her and her Family, to your Sister and Brother's, and in general 
in a proper manner to all my Friends, autherizing you to par- 
ticularise as you please. Tell Nelly I do not omit to write to her 
from want of aff [ ] or of inclination to do it, but because it 
is not worth while to create the expense of postage. I hope she is 
now perfectly well. Your Brother's dear little Children don't fail 
to kiss for me, and believe me, my dearest Hannah Most faithfully 
affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Mrs. Moore was the widow of Roger Moore, who probably died sometime 
after April 18, 1782. She married McAllister shortly after this letter. She died 
in December, 1783. JI to Hannah Iredell, May 31, 1783, above; Clark, State 
Records, XVI, 596-598, 999. 

Baron Poellnitz to James Iredell 

Richmond the 22 [th] June 1783 

Dear Sir 

Having wrote the 30th of March1 by the post in wich was 
inclosed one Letter to Mr [J.] Johnson, 1 to Mr. Earl and several 
others, and perceived by Your Estemed favor of the 12th.2 may 
that You was mentioning nothing about, I Delayed til now to 
Answer, in hope that You would aknowledge the receipt of the 
former. 
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There must be somme neglect upon the North Carolina Road. 
Several times I wrote to Mr Earl, and among others the 9th of 
June, that I wished to have directly the bill of Exchange wich I 
Should pay at Sight, as I was soon to goo upon a Jorney towards 
the North; no answer. Today I write again upon the Same Subject! 
And I am verry Anxious about it, because I [kant?] Leave no 
monny Business in to Mr. Gernon's3 hands (witch [Kind?] I beg 
Leave to take). And I should be Sorry that Mr. Earl was to wait 
upon His Due. 

Peace is a great happiness for Mankind in General, and in this 
moment more for this Country <than> as for anny other, but 
again in General, Peace don't Soot Rogues witch like to fish in 
trouble water. Whereas War (witch was first invented by High- 
waymen) Soots better their Disorderly Passions than peace dos, 
wich reveives Law and good Order in Society, and Keeps them in 
awe! 

I should be happy in Your [. . .], but I have veery Little hope at 
present; [yet] I think next Spring I will have that pleasure. 
(Excuse my broken English). I shall write before my departure a 
Circumstancial Letter; both Ly Annes and my Respects to Mrs: 
Iredell, and believ me Dear Sir, Your most obdnt Servant 

[. . .] Poellnitz 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "To J: Iredell Esqr: Edenton North 
Carolina." Endorsed "Richmond 22d. June 1783. Baron De Poellnitz. Ansd 
July 7." JI's reply not found. 

1 Not found. 
2 Not found. 
:{ A Richmond merchant. See Gernon to JI, January 6, 1783, above. 

James Iredell to Henry E. McCulloh 

Edenton July 7th. 1783 

Dear Sir 

I had not the pleasure to receive your letters of the 5th, 10th, 
and 12th Feb.1 till a few days ago, having been a long time absent 
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from home on a Circuit of Courts. I wrote you the beginning of 
May, at which time an Assembly was sitting, and nothing con- 
cluded on in consequence of the preliminary Articles of the Treaty. 
The Session broke up without anything of that nature being done, 
the Members in General discovering very little disposition to go 
further than they were absolutely compelled to do by the Treaty, 
and even waiting for this till the signature of the definitive Treaty, 
of which we have not yet heard. They adjourned till the first Mon- 
day in October. A great part, I imagine the greatest part of your 
Estate has been sold. I have not heard in regard to your Debts, 
but hope they remain untouched. I do not think there is any 
probability of your obtaining more than such part of your property 
as has not been sold, and that is really very doubtful, tho' no 
liberal mind can deny that the confiscation of your Estate was 
altogether unjust, and took place in a most precipitate unreflecting 
manner. But in regard to that part of it which is sold I find it to 
be the general opinion even of such as were most averse to confis- 
cation, that the present Possessors, holding it under an Act of the 
Legislature it cannot be justly taken from them without their 
consent. At the same time the amount of the sales I believe was 
very trifling, and I do not think it probable the Assembly, if they 
were disposed to make any compensation, would give more than 
the value of what they received, which I believe would not be at 
all worth your acceptance. With respect to your coming over, I 
think a personal application would have a better chance of success. 
In the mean time I will do what I can for you, and keep you as 
well informed as possible. 

I have just heard of George's return into the Country, and will 
do every thing in my power for him. I did not advise his going to 
sea 'till it came in a manner unavoidable. I advanced money for 
him when even in the greatest distress myself, and the measure 
I recommended for him had been taken with respect to a great 
number of Boys in this Country of very respectable families.2 

My circumstances in the course of the war have been distressing 
beyond any thing you can conceive, and when the high prices of 
all the necessaries of life are compared to the resources I had to 
supply them, it is wonderful how we have been able to subsist. 

I am sorry it is in my power to give you so little encouragement, 
but it would be idle to deal insincerely or encourage you with 
false hopes, which would do you no good and reflect great dis- 
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honour on me. I am Dear Sir Your ever affectionate and faithful 
humble servant 

Jas. Iredell 

RC (McCulloh File: Loyalist Transcripts, A&H). 

1 Letters of February 10, 12, 1783, not found. 
2 It is not clear why McCulloh's illegitimate son went to sea—probably as 

a crewman on a privateer, as did Penelope Dawson's son Billy. But JI 
implies he recommended such a step, perhaps in order to meet certain finan- 
cial needs of George McCulloh. 

James Iredell to Robert Morris1 

[July 12, 1783] 

We flatter ourselves, on account of the near approach of the 
Court, and the urgency of this particular case, you will be excused 
at our addressing you at this time personally to avoid any acci- 
dental delay, although we are fully sensible of the great importance 
to the public of your mind being as little as possible diverted from 
the arduous and most momentous duties of that employment, 
which you have hitherto exercised with a reputation and success 
that can never be too highly applauded, or too gratefully acknowl- 
edged. 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 52-53). McRee acknowledges that he reproduces 
here only a small portion of the letter, which JI wrote on behalf of himself 
and Josiah Collins, the Edenton merchant. The nature of the case is not 
evident. 

1 Robert Morris (1734-1806) was the wealthy Philadelphia merchant and 
superintendent of finance. 

Richard Henderson1 to Hannah Iredell 

Nutbush 27th. July 1783 

The task of writing this, is to me very arduous. To dictate from 
a heart overflowing with gratitude without incurring an imputa- 
tion of flattery, is difficult, but confident of candour, I break 
through that barrier, and venture to make the united thanks of 
Mrs. Henderson and my self to a generous friend. Unwilling to 
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cause embarrassment by a repetition or an attempt to describe my 
feelings on this Subject in this letter, permit me shortly to say 
that any kind and polite treatment of my daughter in your family 
demand a better acknowledgement than I can write, or perhaps be 
well express'd. Mrs. Henderson and myself will I hope ever enter- 
tain a grateful sense of such essential favours so generously 
afforded. 

Please to acquaint Mr. Iredell, that from interuption of com- 
pany, I cannot at this time, answer his letter by Judge Williams,2 

but will by the first convenience after this, though, in the mean 
time, he may be assured that the association of the western gentle- 
men of the bar has been dissolved? I have the pleasure to be, 
Madam, Your most obedient and much obliged humble servant, 

Richard Henderson 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Although JI as a young lawyer had known Richard Henderson as a colonial 
judge, there is no evidence that the two men saw much of each other in the 
following years. It is unclear what favors the Iredells extended to Henderson, 
who, after an active career as a land speculator in Kentucky and Tennessee, 
had retired to his home, Nutbush, in Granville County. 

2 Not found. 
3 This intriguing reference is unclear. 

Arthur Iredell to James Iredell 

Crewe Hall July 28th. 1783 

My dear Brother, 

I am told my letter will be too late for the Packet if I do not 
instantly dispatch it. This is a mortifying Circumstance as I had 
depended upon It's sailing a week later than I find it will. As it is, 
you must content Yourself with a very few lines from me. Your 
Letter of the 22d of March1 reached me a few weeks since—but as 
you had not then heard of the Signing even of the Preliminaries 
(and by the way, the Definitive Treaty is not yet signed) it con- 
tained very few particulars of yourself. Pray make up for this 
Deficiency in your future Letters. My Mother is thank God per- 
fectly well. Tom is, I hope, much better than he was—tho' he 
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takes care to keep me as much in the dark as possible, for I very 
seldom here from him. As for Charles we know nothing of him. He 
will perhaps be in England before we shall receive a Letter from 
him. For me, I am perfectly well and happy; notwithstanding I 
am as yet without any sort of Refinement whatever. So much for 
your Satisfaction. For our's I pray write particularly about your 
own and my Sister's Health. My Uncle has given me a most 
melancholy Account of America. Life is seldom, according to his 
Account, extended beyond fifty years. Why then will he not enable 
you to quit such a Country, and to live in your native one, which, 
I am pursuaded, is the most healthy one in the World? Tho' I 
forget that you are at present out of his Books. I seem to be very 
much in them. What will you sell me your Birth right for? I will 
give you a better bargain than Esau's. I told you, I remember, in 
a former Letter the Cause of his Displeasure. Your having taking 
an oath of Allegiance to Congress in violation of your first to this 
Country. You should by all means write fully to me upon this 
Subject. By the way, you are much obliged to me for this Advice. 
It may possibly oust me out of all Chance with him. To tell you 
truth he seems so good a Man that in the first Place, I do not wish 
him dead—long may he live! and in the next place, as I think you 
ought to be his Heir, so I wish you may. It is much more fit that It 
would be a poor Dog of a fellow, than you. My Sister is vastly good 
to think so favourably of me. If I deserve so much it is because I 
think as favourably at least of her. Tell her I shall be eager to 
recommence our Correspondence. If I had a moment's Time I 
would devote it to her Service, but she must at present be contented 
with the Assurance of my most sincere Affection. I will write you 
very fully by the next Packet. I have now but time to bid [You] 
adieu! God bless you—believe me ever my dearest Brother, most 
affectionately & truly Yrs 

A Iredell 

P. &— 
I have informed Sir N. Dukingfield as you di si red me. Direct all 

your letters to Crewe Hall near Nantwich. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Addressed "James Iredell Esqr. Edenton 
North Carolina North America. Pr New York Packet" Endorsed "Reed 
Ja[...] via Charleston & forwarded by your's J Huske [?]" 

1 Not found. 
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James Iredell to Arthur Iredell 

Edenton July 30th. 1783 

My dear Brother, 

Though I have ever since the Peace been anxiously looking out 
for letters from you and my Mother, I have been hitherto dis- 
appointed, and I assure you the disappointment has been not little 
severe, for the satisfaction of hearing frequently from you has 
been in my contemplation as one of the greatest blessings Peace, 
with its other numerous and important ones, could bring me. If I 
do not soon hear, I shall be apprehensive of some misfortune: at 
present I am writing to account for the delay from the difficulty 
all at once of opening a new intercourse and perhaps from your 
being in the Country out of the way of hearing of good oppor- 
tunities. 

The present one I have of writing to you is as good as I could 
desire. It is by Mr. Alexander Black, a Merchant in this Town 
who has long resided here and been very particularly acquainted 
with me and my Family. He is Brother to that Mr. Black who I 
find has been very obligingly attentive to my Mother. He proposes 
to stay in England and Scotland till the Spring, and then to return 
here. But do not my dear Arthur wait till his return to write to 
me. Be so obliging as to write me frequently during his stay, and 
while he is in England commit your letters to his care. If you know 
how very happy your letters make me, you would often favour me 
with them. The < happy> < agreeable > pleasing renewal of 
intercourse with England, and Mr. Black's going immediately 
from here—has tantalized me extremely, < after an absence of 15 
years > with a desire it is unfortunately not in my power to 
gratify of once more seeing my native Country, and those < dear> 
relations <so dear to my heart> who are dear to me in it. I 
believe, I should have been tempted to go, narrow as my circum- 
stances are, but that my profession requires my constant atten- 
dance here, and does not even permit me the hope of such an 
indulgence at any future time—while I am engaged in it which 
may probably be my whole life for tho' I flatter myself it will 
afford me a very competent support yet this is not an Indies to 
raise a fortune in. Were it not however on yours and my Mother's 
and my other Brothers account I could live very happily and 
contentedly in this Country. I have the good fortune to have 
< honour > of very respectable connexions, some most valuable 
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Friends, and have experienced instances of general regard and 
esteem from the People that have been highly flattering. You have 
heard perhaps of my being a Zealous Whig. I have indeed, but 
upon terms that I think have done me no dishonour. I took no 
active part, until long after the Declaration of Independence, when 
no vestige of the British Government was left, and I thought every 
man had a liberty to choose his side.1 Even then I took care, that 
no imputation of selfishness might rest on me, for I refused the 
office of Collector under the new Government, tho' my heart was 
devoted to it, and there was a certainty of the office in Peace and 
Independence being much more valuable than ever. In Dec. 1777, 
when our Courts under the new Constitution were first regularly 
established, I had the honour, not only without my Concurrence 
but after having been applied to and declined it to be appointed one 
of the Judges of this State which was owing to the particular par- 
tiality of some of my intimate Friends, who thought my scruples 
might be overcome. My objections were only from my inadequate 
knowledge of the law, for so great an employment but this I felt 
so powerfully that nothing should have induced me to accept the 
office, but the consideration that I had never till then had a fair 
opportunity to avow my principles, and that after an actual 
appointment my declining to serve might be imputed to unworthy 
motives. I therefore took it upon me, with a determined resolution 
to resign it after the first circuit, if our affairs were prosperous, 
otherwise to keep it at all events till I could part from it with 
honour. I was fortunate in the opportunity I wished. The French 
Alliance in 1778, enabled me after the circuit ended in June that 
year, to resign it with decency. I did so assigning my motives fully, 
that I might not be misunderstood as unwilling to act in a high 
responsible station, for fear of marking myself to the Enemy. 

In the Summer of 1779, I was appointed Attorney General, and 
acted in that office, with very distressing service and very inade- 
quate allowances (owing to the poverty of the Public, and the 
depreciation of our money) until Nov. 1781, when Lord Corn- 
wallis's capture left me again at large to resign without censure 
and to endeavour to repair the sufferings my poor circumstances 
had received in the public service. Since then, I have been only a 
private Lawyer, but with a share of business very near equal to 
any lawyer's in the country. As I have given you a kind of history 
of my public life, will it be too ostentatious to tell you that in 
January 1779, being accidentally without the bar of the Assembly 
when they were about appointing Delegates to Congress, I had 
the honour to be asked by the Speaker, at the desire of the house, if 
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I would accept that appointment—an honour which surprised me, 
as it was without the least previous intimation, but my cursed 
poverty, and business in the country, obliged me, tho' not without 
some reluctance, to decline it. 

In return for information which your partiality for me may 
make you not displeased with [me], I wish you would send me a 
particular account of your own situation and the manner in which 
you generally pass your time, an inquiry I would not presume to 
make of all Clergymen but which I think I may without offence of 
you. I shall not be satisfied, unless I hear of great success in 
England compensating for the loss we have sustained of you here 
for your coming to practise the law in this country was long a 
very favorite object of mine as well as your Sister's, and we had 
formed very pleasing ideas about it which but for these orders 
might now have realized. That obstacle I suppose is insurmount- 
able. Were it not, what a delight would it not be for me to have 
you with me? 

I send by Mr. Black to my Mother 20 Guinea's. I have been much 
concerned, I could send no more. But you may imagine, that the 
practice of the law in a Country for a long time the seat of war, 
and where all the necessaries of life, particularly imported articles, 
have been exorbitantly high, could not be very profitable. Indeed, 
when I look back I have been astonished how we have been sup- 
ported. The difficulties I assure you have been distressing. How- 
ever I thank God Peace fully compensates for all. I must request 
of you a particular account of my Mother's situation. I cannot 
imagine how she is supported. I certainly shall be most happy in 
rendering her all the assistance in my power and deem it an indis- 
pensable duty at all times to do so. 

I have given Mr. Black 3 Guineas, to purchase for me the 4 last 
annual Registers, and such other little things in the miscellaneous 
way, whether Magazines, newspapers or Pamphlets as you may 
think proper to chuse for me, remembering I have a great desire 
to see a good collection of late Parliamentary Debates, provided 
there be any honester account of them than is contained in that 
vile trash, the Pari. Register <whieh is a vile Tory Publicatio?i>. 
You must know, that I am particularly partial to Mr. Burke, and 
I wish you could include in my little packet every thing of his that 
has been published, which he has wrote or spoke since his 2 
celebrated speeches of April 1776—and March 1775, which I have 
in good Manuscript Writing of my own. Let me have, if you please, 
a Court Calendar, a Bibliotheca Legum, and the most modern 
Peerage. In judging of what may please me, remember that I have 
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not been lately in England, and that many things within these two 
or three years past would be very new and amusing to me which 
perhaps have been long out of date there. < For I assure you, we 
have no plays, concerts &c in this Country. We want something. 
During the ivar all our intelligence from England has been very 
lame and defective or otherwise the literary to f. . .] bemuse us. If 
therefore you can throw us a few clever Plays &c, it may be an 
agreeable amuseme?it.> You will I know have the goodness to 
excuse this trouble and my long abstinence from such foot work, 
which the convenience of the opportunity prompted me to give 
you. 

I am very uneasy about Charles. I observe there has been a great 
deal of fighting in the East Indies since the last intelligence I 
heard of him, and can scarcely flatter myself he has escaped safely 
thro' it all. But I will not indulge my fears too much, and will 
endeavour to preserve hope as long as possible. I always think of 
him very affectionately, as I hope he does of me, if, poor Fellow, he 
is living! I wrote to you some time ago, and requested you to 
acquaint me what you thought Tom was qualified for. It will never 
do, I think, for him to continue in the Marines in time of peace. If 
I can in any manner serve him, I will with the utmost pleasure, 
and request your opinion and advice. 

It is uncertain whether Mrs. Iredell may now have it in her 
power to write you, tho' she much wishes it. She desires to renew 
her claim upon you for a correspondence, and hopes you will not 
neglect it. She always joins me in the tenderest affection and 
anxiety for you. Though I have not the honour to be known to Mr. 
and Mrs. Crewe, I would wish to be considered by them as bearing 
so warm an interest in your concerns, as to feel very strong obliga- 
tions for the kindness you experience from them. My heart, my 
dear Brother, is indeed ever most strongly attached to you, and I 
can never think of you without the greatest sensibility. Pray write 
to me often. Apprehend not any neglect of mine. I shall never 
wilfully be guilty of any, but at all times seize every possible 
occasion of assuring you how truly I am, Your very affectionate 
Brother, and faithful Friend 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I take the liberty to inclose you a Charge which I delivered 
to a Grand Jury while I was a Judge, together with their Address, 
which I had the honour to receive upon it, both which at their 
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desire were published.2 I wish you would let me see some of your 
Sermons and Poems in exchange. 

FC (Johnson Papers, A&H). In JI's hand: "Copy of a Letter to my 
Brother." The editor has pieced this letter together from what appear to be 
different copies. 

1 The words "active part" need clarification. JI was accurate only in the 
sense that he held no elective or appointive office. Certainly as an essayist he 
lent his talents to the Whig cause. 

- See grand jury's address and JI's charge, May 1,2, 1778, above. 

James Iredell to Thomas Iredell, Jr. 

Edenton, N.C., July 30th, 1783 

My Dear Brother 

I thank God that the happy peace which has at length arrived, 
hath put it in my power to write to you with perfect convenience, 
which I have long had the greatest desire to do, but was discour- 
aged from it by the hazard attending any letters during the war, 
and especially a large packet, without which I could not well have 
wrote to you, as my mother and Arthur had claims upon me which 
I could not readily forego. It has given me extreme pain to hear of 
your ill state of health, and that it continued so long. I hope in 
God it is now in a great measure removed, and that I shall soon 
have the pleasure to hear so. As I ever think of you, my dear 
brother, with the greatest tenderness, and the most faithful desire 
to serve you, I am anxious to know what situation in life is best 
adapted to your inclination, for I should think it would not be 
worth holding your station in the Marines during a peace—the 
pay being trifling, and nothing of consequence to be expected from 
it with regard to a solid provision for life. I will be obliged to you 
if you will write me fully, in order that I may judge whether it 
will be in my power to serve you. You will please tell me how far 
your education went, and if you should go into business, which you 
would prefer. I have ten thousand times regretted how the war, by 
depriving me of my office, defeated a favorite object I had in view 
—the selecting an annual sum, which in that case I could well 
have spared, to have procured you a liberal and enlarged educa- 
tion. But, alas! Fortune denied me so great a happiness, and you 
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such an advantage. However, my dear Tom, let us do all we can to 
repair the loss. Though you have lost much time, you are still very 
young, and may do a great deal towards being well settled in life. 
In the mean time, it will be necessary to be as frugal as possible. 
A little self-denial at the beginning is often of the greatest moment 
in the progress of life, and without it, scarcely any are in circum- 
stances sufficient to avoid distress and misery. I know, however, 
by my own experience, how difficult it is for a young man of your 
age to have a competent share of frugality; but I know, too, some 
of the inconveniences of a want of it, although few people, perhaps, 
of the same age, were more careful than myself in that respect, 
who were not naturally misers—a character most odious and 
detestable. But having felt very severly the curses of poverty, I 
am most anxious to ward them off from any of my friends, and 
therefore most earnestly, my dear brother, convey the caution to 
you, whose youth makes it probable you may require it. 

I shall certainly avail myself of the return of peace to write you 
often, and shall expect to hear frequently from you. Don't put it 
off until Mr. Black's return, but get instructions from him about 
opportunities during his stay, and oblige me as often as you can. 
Believe your interest and happiness are very dear to me, and con- 
sider me as your friend as well as brother; a friend faithful, affec- 
tionate and disinterested. Heaven knows how much I desire to 
serve you, and how earnestly I am solicitous for your being well 
established. Impart all your views and desires freely to me. Fear 
not a severity of judgment for any youthful imprudence; I, who, 
with the best intentions, have been guilty of many, must certainly 
think with indulgence of others, but if any painful experience of 
my own can be of service to you, it will be better to avail of it, 
than to expose yourself to the same course of suffering and re- 
pentance. Your sister thinks of you with great affection, as she has 
the goodness to do of all my relatives. You are frequently in our 
thoughts and conversation. Nothing can be more tender than my 
affection, nor more lively than my anxiety for you. God grant you 
all happiness, my dear brother, a speedy restoration of health, if 
that blessing has not yet reached you, and every thing else which 
can give you solid satisfaction, and be productive of your real 
advantage. So prays, and so will ever most fervently pray, and do 
all he can to promote it, Your truly affectionate brother, 

Jas. Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 58-60). 
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Resolutions of the Citizens of Edenton 

State of North Carolina 
[August 1, 1783] 

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Edenton, on 
Friday, the first day of August, 1783, in order to deliberate on the 
present situation of public affairs. Samuel Johnston, Esq., in the 
chair. The Sense of the Meeting was taken, and ordered to be 
expressed as follows. 

Whereas it is the undoubted right of the People at all times, 
either collectively of individually, to express their sentiments on 
the situation of public affairs, and from the various opinions 
expressed on certain important points throughout the United 
States at this interesting crisis, they become proper objects of zeal 
and anxiety to us, as well as to others: 

Resolved unanimously, That while we partake with the rest of 
our Fellow Citizens in the United States in the great and universal 
joy which a Peace so glorious and advantageous has occasioned, 
we hope that the terms of it will be sacredly fulfilled, and that we 
may not be exhibited to the world as a People so mean as well as 
perfidious, as not only to be disposed to violate a most solemn 
engagement of our Government, but one which by the blessing of 
God has irrevocably established that Freedom and Independence 
to which we have been so long aspiring. 

Resolved unanimously, That it is our earnest desire that effec- 
tual measures for the support of public credit may be taken. No 
longer let Congress be distressed for the payment of even common 
expenses. Let the public creditors at least inviolably receive pay- 
ment of the interest, and have a fund provided for the gradual 
redemption of the Principal of their Debts. May those worthy 
Officers and Soldiers, who have hitherto borne with such un- 
exampled patience Sufferings which perhaps no other Army ever 
sustained be delayed no longer of what they have so greatly 
earned than shall be absolutely unavoidable. On this occasion we 
have much to regret that the Recommendation of Congress for the 
Impost of 5 per cent failed of its effect. It appears to us to have 
been a most wise and judicious measure, and as it was the result 
of the united Councils of the whole Continent, we think it ought 
not to have been lightly rejected. We observe with great pain the 
indecent licence many People take in speaking of that august 
Body. When we reflect upon the many and great difficulties with 



THE PAPERS OF JAMES IREDELL 431 

which America has had to contend in her late contest and that the 
Congress of these United States, in spite of them all, by wisdom, 
virtue, and perseverance, hath at length obtained the great bless- 
ing we had in view, we feel a veneration and attachment to it 
which it gives us pleasure to express, sensible that without such 
an union, and a hearty support of it, we probably should now have 
been a miserable and disgraced People. We still see in a strong 
point of view the necessity of that Union. In vain shall we hope 
to preserve the Freedom and Independence we have acquired, but 
by carefully cherishing those principles upon which it was formed. 
The power necessary for its support let us therefore cheerfully 
give. Let us have a proper degree of Jealousy, but no unreasonable 
Suspicion. The one is as wholesome as the other baneful. Who can 
we trust, if not our own Representatives, annually elected, and at 
any time liable to be displaced by ourselves? 

Resolved unanimously, That we wish, so far as is consistent 
with the Treaty of Peace, proper measures may be taken to guard 
against the evils that might arise from a return of those Persons 
who withdrew themselves from a defence of the Country, and 
joined the British in the time of our distress. We scorn to triumph 
over Enemies we have defeated, but considering those People in 
general we are satisfied they never can make good Subjects of 
these States, on account of their early prejudices against our 
government, their bigotted attachment to Great Britain, and the 
mortification they feel from their defeat, after the delusive hopes 
and gasconading encouragements they held forth to induce a 
continuance of the war. Were they not now in distress, we could 
speak also of the cruelties of many of them, and the pleasure they 
used to take in every opportunity of insulting and speaking con- 
temptuously of us. But their situation now forbids Resentment. 
We only wish that the Public in their conduct towards them may 
be guided by motives of Policy, not of Revenge, which we think is 
unbecoming a generous People. What steps it may be proper to 
take it is for the wisdom of the Legislature alone to decide, to 
whom we submit these sentiments with the utmost deference and 
respect. 

Resolved unanimously, That in the mean time, it be earnestly 
recommended to the Magistrates of this Town to be vigilant in the 
execution of their duty against such Persons as are above men- 
tioned , who may attempt to return and render themselves obnoxious 
to the laws now in force against them.1 
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It was then ordered that these Resolves be signed by the Chair- 
man, and made public. 

MS (Johnson Papers, A&H). Fair and rough copies in JI's hand. For an 
analysis, see "Making of a Revolutionary," Volume I; Instructions to Chowan 
Representatives, September, 1783, below. 

1 The statements about loyalism seem to be unusually strong in view of the 
moderate opinions held by JI and his friends. Possibly JI's group had to 
compromise somewhat their own sentiments in order to gain support for 
other matters of concern to them. It should be remembered, however, that 
JI's greatest concern was for those people whom he considered to be real 
British subjects; that is, those who had left before the war and had taken 
no part in the hostilities. Such a man was his cousin Henry E. McCulloh. 

James Iredell to Catharine Macartney 

[ca. August 1, 1783] 

Madam 

I hope you will not think me impertinent in laying hold of the 
earliest conveyance after the peace, to make you my sincere and 
grateful acknowledgments, as one of a family you have unspeak- 
ably obliged, for the uniform and distinguished kindness you have 
for so many years shown them. Pardon me, madam, if I say, that 
I have felt the obligations, not merely for their own sake (though 
so valuable to the receiver), but as a man of humanity, pleased, 
with every opportunity to admire virtue, and instances of benevo- 
lence proceeding from the most generous motives. Nothing can 
be more amiable than such a conduct, but how deeply must it 
impress those who receive the greatest benefits by it! What must 
my brother Arthur, what must those who love him feel, for the 
goodness with which you procured him his present happy situa- 
tion! This, madam, is one great instance among many obligations 
you have conferred upon my family that can never be forgotten, 
or cease to be remembered with the utmost gratitude. 

After suffering many of the distresses of war, I am fortunately 
in a situation which gives me hopes of being able hereafter to assist 
my mother effectually. My not being able to do it sooner has given 
me the greatest pain; but I do assure you, madam, has been 
absolutely unavoidable. I have ever, and shall always, I am sure, 
consider it as one of my first duties to render all possible assistance 
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to her, and not among the least to take every occasion in my power 
of demonstrating my gratitude to her benefactors, and in particu- 
lar, madam, to testify the sincere respect and grateful sensibility 
with which I have the honor to be, Your most obedient, most 
humble servant, 

James Iredell 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 66-67). Although McRee omits the dateline, he 
places the letter immediately following Resolutions of the Citizens of Edenton, 
August 1, 1783, above. JI had learned of Catharine Macartney's assistance to 
his mother and brother Arthur in Arthur Iredell to JI, May 30, 1783, above. 

Archibald Maclaine to James Iredell 

Wilmington 4th August 1783 

Dear Sir 

Had I not been much employed and my mind constantly upon 
the stretch since I had your favor of the 14th past,1 I should have 
answered it sooner. It would be superfluous to give you any fresh 
assurances of my readiness to oblige you. You will certainly find 
me a cheerful assistant in your ejectment cause. 

The paragraph in your letter relative to the meeting was very 
alarming indeed. But we have since been assured that all is now 
quiet, and that some officers who had privately promoted it are 
fled. I have however just seen a paragraph in a Maryland paper, 
which mentions that 1,500 New England troops were at Frankfort 
on their march to Philadelphia, under General Howe. From this 
circumstance, I am apprehensive that a mob in Philadelphia are 
concocting measures to frustrate the articles of peace, so far as 
they are favorable to the tories.2 In Charleston, Gillan and his first 
minister Fallon have actually begun that game, and several per- 
sons, to them obnoxious, were carried to the pump. The executive 
power interfered, and the principal gentlemen convenced the people 
in town, and put Gillan and his myrmidons to flight. In short, the 
people were convinced of the ruinous tendency of their conduct, 
and deserted their seditious leaders, who are now chewing the 
bitter cud of disappointment.3 The same scheme has been attempted 
here; but happily those among us who aspire to power by such 
means want common understanding. Mr. G. Hooper had been here 
unmolested for a few weeks, when Brice and James Cruden (a 
brother of the Commissioner) arrived from N. York. These last 
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were a very few days in the place, when Mr. London arrived from 
Charlestown, accompanied by a Mr. Alexander from England, and 
Mr. Mackenzie (Mr. Campbell's nephew). Mr. London was but a 
very short time ashore when two ruffians (secretly commissioned 
by Walker) paid him a very uncivil visit, and told him in express 
terms that if he did not return to the vessel, they would put him 
out of existence. After an ineffectual endeavor to soften Walker, 
Mr. London complied. Application was next day made to Judge 
Ashe, who had just then issued a precept to the sheriff to take up 
Brice, Cruden, Hooper, and one Smith. He then added London to 
his list. From what he wrote me, this appeared to have been 
intended to serve parties, and I was the more convinced of it, as he 
purposed being in town himself. Before this warrant came to hand, 
Mr. Hooper was gone, having been ready to depart ten days 
before. Mr. Cruden, who was just ready to sail for Augustine, did 
not choose to lose his passage, and avoided the sheriff. Instead of 
the Judge's coming himself, the matter was referred to some 
Justices of the Peace—Three met. Walker proposed sending the 
gentlemen off. The others insisted upon committing them, which 
was done. They are now in custody, and Mr. Ashe, who has been 
applied to, informs is to be in town this day, or tomorrow, and 
from what he writes, will admit them to bail. I intend he shall bind 
over others to their good behavior. It is almost impossible to 
conceive what trouble and vexation is occasioned, by an [inten- 
tion?] to keep fair with the rabble—but I must conclude.4 Dr Sir 
Yours very sincerely 

A Maclaine 

We are all pretty well. Mrs Hooper much better than when you 
saw her. All join in best wishes for you and yours. Remember my 
pamphlet laws Mr. Iredell. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "James Iredell, esquire Edenton." 
Endorsed "Ansd. 11 Augt." JI's reply not found. 

1 Not found. 
2 The meeting that JI evidently mentioned in his letter of July 14, 1783, 

was undoubtedly the gathering of dissident elements in the Pennsylvania 
Line of the army. After marching from their barracks at Lancaster, the 
soldiers surrounded the Pennsylvania State House in Philadelphia, where 
both Congress and the Executive Council of Pennsylvania were in session, 
on June 21. Although the soldiers threatened to stay until their salaries and 
other arrears were met, they allowed Congress to adjourn; and they soon 
afterward returned to quarters. North Carolinians may well have gained their 
first knowledge of the mutiny from Congressman Benjamin Hawkins's letter 
to Governor Martin of June 24, 1783. The frustration of Hawkins, an advo- 
cate of more centralized authority, may be seen in the following remarks: "In 
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this State of things what can Congress do, without the means of paying those 
Debts they Constitutionally contracted for the safety of the United States, 
responsible for every thing and unable to do any thing, hated by the public 
creditors, insulted by the Soldiery and unsupported by the citizens?" Clark, 
State Records, XVI, 836-837. Maclaine had obviously received later intelli- 
gence about developments in Pennsylvania. He was correct that Washington 
had sent General Robert Howe of North Carolina with 1,500 troops toward 
the capital city. Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, XXVII, 32, 35-36. 

3 In South Carolina, as in North Carolina, the loyalist question became a 
divisive issue, with the backcountry, which had suffered devastation and civil 
war, advocating a tough attitude toward confiscation and the return of 
emigres. In Charleston, Alexander Gil Ion, popular with mechanics and 
artisans, took the lead in pushing for anti-loyalist legislation. But generally 
prominent low-country leaders advocated moderation, as did Maclaine, Wil- 
liam Hooper, and JI in North Carolina. 

4 In a letter to his son-in-law George Hooper, July 28, 1783, Maclaine ex- 
plained the trouble in Wilmington in somewhat more detail. The arrival of 
several former local merchants who had been in Charleston and who were 
suspected—to say the least—of questionable loyalty led James Walker to 
stir up public opinion. Walker, a former political foe of Hooper and Maclaine, 
called a town meeting; but, according to Maclaine, Walker found support 
among "not more than a dozen in the whole; all the most remarkable 
scoundrels in the town, and scarcely a man of any property among them. . . ." 
It would seem that the men from Charleston were detained in custody as much 
for their own protection as for any other reason. Clark, State Records, XVI, 
968-969. Of the merchants mentioned, John London needs identification. A 
deputy secretary of Governor Tryon and later clerk of New Hanover County 
inferior court, London took passage to England shortly after the outbreak of 
war to deal with business matters. Then he returned to New York, whence he 
sailed to North Carolina under a flag of truce. Initially, he appears to have 
desired to travel back to New York, but, after a year or so on parole in 
Wilmington, he asked for and was granted the rights of citizenship. However, 
some time later, perhaps during James Craig's occupation of Wilmington, 
London left for British-held Charleston. His reappearance in Wilmington, 
as Maclaine notes, led to agitation for his banishment. Finally, in December, 
1783, London was indicted in Wilmington District Superior Court, but his case 
apparently never came to trial. Saunders, Colonial Records, VII, 884, IX, 980; 
Clark, State Records, XI, 690-692, 698, 822-823, XII, 174, XIII, 303-304, 651- 
652, XVI, 932-933, 972, 990-991, XVII, 148, 155. 

James Iredell to Thomas Blount 

Edenton August 5th. 1783 

Sir, 

You perhaps heard that Mr. Hale and myself obtained with 
great difficulty at the last Halifax Court a continuance of your 
suit with Parker, which was ungenerously urged to be brought 
on notwithstanding the recent and most melancholy misfortune 
you had sustained,1 and in which I do assure you Sir, I sym- 
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pathized with you with the greatest concern. You will be pleased 
to be very attentive to the procuring and serving of subpoenas for 
Witnesses to attend at the next Court, and do not depend on 
Sheriffs, but get some Person to deliver the Subpoenas to the Wit- 
nesses in person, and who can be ready at the Court if necessary to 
swear to it, for you may judge from what happened at the last 
Court that it will be not safe to risque a single omission. I am, with 
sincere respect, Sir, Your very obedient Servant 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Blount Papers, A&H). Addressed "Thomas Blount Esqr. Tarborough. 
To the care of John Blount Esqr. Washington." Endorsed "Jas. Iredell 5th 
Augt. 83." 

1 The death of the Tarboro merchant's wife. Keith and Masterson, Blount 
Papers, I, 78 n54. 

James Iredell to Thomas Burke 

Edenton August 9th. 1783 

Dear Sir, 

I have particular pleasure in inclosing you a letter, which I 
some time ago took out of the post office for you, hoping then that 
I should have had an earlier opportunity than the present of 
transmitting it. 

I have sent Mr. Hooper all the News I could collect, which is 
really very little. 

You will oblige me in presenting my respectful Compliments 
to Mrs. Burke, and I hope believe me, with great truth, Sir, Your 
obedient humble Servant 

Ja. Iredell 

RC (Burke Papers, UNC). Addressed "Thomas Burke Esqr. Tryaquin 
[Tyaquin] near Hillsborough." Endorsed "Aug 9th 1783 Mr. Iredale Inclosing 
Letter from Mr Lott." Enclosure not found. 

Arthur Iredell to James Iredell 

Crewe Hall August 18th. 1783 

My dear Brother, 

I have of late written several Letters to you, but they have gone 
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in with unpromising channels, and have all been so hastily writ- 
ten, that they not only may never reach you, but if they should, 
will, I fear, give you very little Information about us.1. Since I 
dispatched the last, We have received Accounts of Charles, but of 
such a nature that I scarcely know how to acquaint you with them. 
The Conflict I have yet to sustain with my own feelings renders 
the Subject a most painful one to me and I already sympathize 
with you in the Shock you will experience when you learn that our 
poor Brother has fallen immaturely, but in the Service of his 
Country.2 I do not to this moment know any of the Particulars 
and I have not courage to ask for them. My Mother will perhaps 
tell you more. She poor Woman! to whose other heavy Misfortunes 
this has been a severe, and is likely to prove a lasting one, sup- 
ports it nevertheless with so much Philosophy, and views it in so 
proper a light, that I know not which to admire most, her Sensi- 
bility or her Fortitude. She loved him, you may be sure, with the 
most unbounded Affection; but, besides this, She was gratefull 
for his unremitting Attention to her, and She respected his Vir- 
tues. His dutyfull Deportment during the last Interview She had 
with him at Portsmouth made an Impression which no Time can 
efface. She then thought a separation for a few years almost in- 
supportable. What must have been her feelings then when She 
found that Fate had decreed it should be eternal! And this, my 
dear Brother, equally affects all of us. We have lost, for ever lost, 
the most affectionate, the most amiable of Brothers. And it is a 
loss for which there can be no Substitute. But tho* Death is in all 
Shapes and at all times highly Terrific, and tho' he approaches 
nearly to ourselves, he assumes a more ghastly Form, and ap- 
pears still more horrible than when we before viewed them. He is 
barley the Agent of a Power, to whose Dispensations it is our 
Duty, and it is our Interests to submit with a confident Alacrity 
and chearfulness. You know what Volumes have been written 
upon this Subject, for as Death is the common Lot of Humanity 
and the most awefull Event that can befall us, it has never failed 
to engage the Attention, and exercise the Philosophy of the wisest 
and best in all Ages and in all Countries. But it is not yet ex- 
hausted, nor, I believe ever can be. Every Man may find new 
Topics of Consolation which are peculiarly applicable to himself 
and his Circumstances. They are indeed as various as the Condi- 
tions and privately diversified Changes in Life. But there is one 
Feature which is inherent in all cases where the Person whose 
Loss is deplored has been distinguishable to the Innocency and 
Amiableness of his Manner—and that is, the desirable Change 
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which he must have made of Corruption, for Incorruption, of 
Misery for Happiness—of a transitory Existence for a glorious 
Immortality. With what Propriety might I urge this, and many 
other Arguments to you as applicable to our Loss, if I did not 
know how well prepared you are upon this and every other Sub- 
ject, and how impertinent therefore it would be in me to offer 
Advice, if I was really informed enough to give It! In Truth tho' 
I have written so much upon It, it is as I have before told you a 
very distressing one to me and I shall be glad to quit it. 

I have seen my Sisters Letters to my Mother.3 They are not 
only very well penned, but they breathe an Affection for all your 
Family, which must be particularly flattering to you, and is, you 
may believe me, extremely grateful to us. For myself, I beg you 
to assure her of my warmest Affection, and my Anxiety to recom- 
mence. No you shall not—I will tell her so myself, and you shall 
only oblige me by the delivery of my Letter to Her. Your Enquiries 
about Tom are so very particular that I cannot at this Time 
venture to answer them. He has certainly very good natural Parts, 
and possesses a great deal of sensibility, and the truest Affection 
for us. But his Education has I fear, not greatly improved the 
one and his Profession has only the negative merit of not diminish- 
ing the other. I wish much it were possible for him to quit It. You 
are the best Judge of the feasibility, and advantages of an Ameri- 
can Settlement for him. At home, his only hopes are from Ad- 
vancement in his present Line. I have with you my Fears about 
his Health. He tampers, I suspect, with It, and tho' this may not 
be attended with any immediate ill Consequences, it must cer- 
tainly undermine his Constitution. Pray be very explicit and 
elder brotherish when you write upon this Subject. Our Number is 
already too much shrunk to make it a matter of little Moment 
whether we lose another of ourselves—if that in any case may be 
a light concern. It is a long Time since I have heard from my 
Uncle. The reason, perhaps, is that I have endeavoured to sound 
his Intentions as to us. He has been remarkably close about all of 
us and I have before informed you that you seemed to be out of 
his Books. You have not neglected, I hope, to open the Communi- 
cation between You and him, and do away every unfavourable 
Impression that has been made upon his Mind. If you have, what 
a rare Chance you have given Tom and I! Do you know McCulloh 
promised to make Tom his Heir? Adieu! my dear James. I shall 
very soon resume my Pen, and be more explicit upon other Things. 
In the meantime, believe me, most affectionately Yrs 

A Iredell 
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I have communicated your Message to Sir N. D;4 but he has not 
acknowledged my Letter. Lord Mansfield is still in the Law, and 
at this Moment upon the home Circuit. Sir James Burrows is 
dead. I cannot yet tell you whether there has of late been published 
any additional Collection of cases by him. If there has, and I can 
muster Money enough I will send them to You. I have likewise a 
Bundle of News Papers and, which I imagine, you will prize very 
much an entire Sett of the best Papers for the year 1755—bound 
up. These you shall have by the first opportunity—Adieu! 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 There are extant letters of Arthur Iredell to JI, May 30, July 28, 1783, 
above. 

2 Charles Iredell, who visited JI in Edenton shortly before the war, had 
served in the navy under Sir Edward Hughes on the southern coast of India. 
He was fatally wounded in the fierce but indecisive fighting between the 
fleets of Hughes and the Balli de Suffren on July 6, 1782. Charles Iredell died 
exactly a week later. DNB, X, 172-175; JI to Thomas Iredell, Sr., ca. Novem- 
ber, 1783, below. 

3 Not found. 
4 Sir Nathaniel Dukinfield. 

Arthur Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Crewe Hall August 18th. 1783 

[. . .] my Dear Sister, to defer the Pleasure of recommencing 
our Correspondence to some future Time [in which] my Thoughts 
might be more collected, and I might be every Way better prepared 
than I now am to give you any sort of Information or afford you 
the least Entertainment. You will probably know the Cause of 
my Dejection before this shall be put into your Hands. Our poor 
Charles who had the Happiness of being personally known to You, 
is no more! He died in the East Indies upwards of a Year ago in 
Consequence of Wounds He had received in a most [severe?] 
Engagement with the French Fleet. I cannot tell you what have 
been our feelins upon the Occasion. My poor Mother, whose 
Affection for all her Children is unbounded, and who respected 
Charles for his Virtues, as much as She loved him, tho' She bore 
the Shock of his Death with most uncommon Fortitude, has felt, 
and will I fear, continue to feel it severely. I almost dread the 
Effect it may have upon James. He possesses I know exquisite 
Sensibility, and had the most [devoted?] Affection for Charles 
and I should dread it the more, if I had not of the greatest Confi- 
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dence in You, and the Influence of Your consolatory Arguments 
may have upon his Mind. For heaven's Sake use them! I can 
judge from my own Feelings how much he will be in want of them. 

Your Attention to my Mother has endeared You more than ever 
to us. How cruel it is, my dear Sister, that I cannot know more of 
you! I fear there is little Probability of your visiting England, and 
my Profession bars me from America. And yet I feel so interested 
about you that I am sometimes impa [tient] through all Obstacles, 
and sett out upon an Expedition which if not so mad would cer- 
tainly prove as unprofitable an one as the Knight of La Mancha's. 
At times, perhaps, I am as mad as he was. In my cooler Moments, 
I look forward to a Visit from you and James in England when I 
shall have a Parsonage House to receive You in and it may be a 
Sister for You to embrace, and do the Honors of It. If You knew 
what all the People in my "World" (See Sterne) say about [...], 
You would believe I should much sooner have the latter, than the 
former. For they have been kind enough to give a young Lady to 
me for whom I have certainly a very great Regard, and who is 
every Way amiable. So far is true—but, to make You my Confi- 
dent, Matters at present rest there. We have I believe a mutual 
Esteem for each other, but we have [. . .] too much Prudence to 
enter precipitately into a Connection without being [Secure?] 
external Advantages which are indispensably necessary in every 
Situation in Life. If we were both, or either of us, in affluent Cir- 
cumstances, the Inference is sufficiently obvious. As it is to show 
you how much I am flattered by the World, I will give You a 
sketch of Her. 

Her Person is a fine one. She is tall, but perfectly genteel. Her 
Face is esteemed and handsome, and is I think a very interesting 
and pleasing one [....] Her Understanding, nevertheless nat- 
urally good, has been much improved by Reading and her Pru- 
dence far exceeds what might be expected from her Years. Her 
Manners are rather grave than otherwise. She is fond of Society, 
but has not the least Relish for Gaiety or Disipation, tho' She is 
sometimes very much in the Way of both. She has infinite good 
humour and the best Heart in the World. As to her Connections 
they are genteel, but not brilliant. Her Father, who is a very emi- 
nent Attorney, is most remarkable for his Integrity and actually 
goes by the Name of "the honest Lawyer" over all this [. . .] of 
England. Her Sister, who is Married, is my dearest Friend. She has 
besides a Brother and an Uncle, from the latter of whom She has 
great Expectations. But I shall weary Your Patience with a Sub- 
ject which I seem to forget may easily tire another tho' it never 
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could tire me. I have neglected to tell you that my Amanda1 be- 
sides her other Accomplishments is very considerable Proficient 
in Musick. I will now positively release You from this Subject. 
Cheshire I think I have already informed my Brother is a very ugly 
Country—almost a dead Flat, but it is surrounded by very beauti- 
full Situations. Each of the adjacent Counties has It's Charms to 
boast of. Hawkestone in Shropshire, Trentham in Staffordshire— 
[Mattocky?], Keddleston, Chatsworth and many other fine 
[. . . .]Envy of this County, which is entirely indebted to [. . .] 
few Charmes it possesses. I have been so lazy a Traveller that I 
can give You no Account of those Places. In future they will per- 
haps furnish Topics for my Letters to you. But there are many 
other admirable Lions, as we call them in England—Among these 
the famous Bridgewater Canal, the Staffordshire Potteries, which 
s[up]ply the Low Countries and even America with earthen 
ware. There are several [industries in Derbyshire. There is 
[. . .] and porcelain manufactured in [. . .]shire, &c, &c. You 
see, what a Correspondent I must be to discharge these [. . ,~.] 
Do not think they discourage me. They are formidable but I rejoice 
that they are so, as I shall not for some time want a pretext for 
troubling You with my Letters. Pray make my Best Compliments 
to your Brother and his Family. The Affection I bear to you ex- 
tends itself to them, who I hope are as well and as happy as you 
could wish them. And now, my dearest Sister, believe me most 
affectionately Yours 

A Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Letter torn and faded. 

1 Amanda Felton, whose family subsequently stepped in and broke up the 
relationship. Arthur Iredell to JI, January 29, 1786, Johnson Papers, A&H. 

Hugh Williamson to James Iredell 

Princeton,1 August 20th, 1783 

Dear Sir 

It has been represented by some of the Trustees that Edenton 
appears to a majority of the Board to be the most proper place for 
erecting the seminary to be called Smith's Academy2 [....] It 
will ever be in our power hereafter to remove our Academy to 
another place, should the people in and near Edenton become in- 
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attentive to the first command, and not have children to edu- 
cate [....] Within the last two months, five boys have come to 
this town from N. Carolina to a Grammar School. Much divination 
is not required to foretell that they must draw at least £400 per 
annum in hard money out of the State. The Grammar School here 
is taught by two lads who are themselves students in the College. 
By such industry they bear their own expenses. Is it not probable 
that our Academy would be at least equal to such a school? It is 
true the school is kept in one of the apartments of the College; and 
the boys have the advantage of all the inspiration that may be 
supposed to proceed from such walls. As the general observance 
of law, the peace of society, and the honor and prosperity of a 
State depend absolutely on the means that are used to instruct 
its inhabitants, I flatter myself the Trustees will consider what is 
best to be done on the subject, &c, &c, Dear Sir, your most obed't 
humble servant, 

Hugh Williamson 

Printed (McRee, Iredell, II, 68-69). 

1 Congress had moved to Princeton following the mutiny of the Pennsyl- 
vania troops. See Archibald Maclaineto JI, August 4, 1783, above. 

2 JI and Williamson were trustees of Smith's Academy. See Williamson to 
JI, March 6, 1782, above. 

Nathaniel Dukinfield to James Iredell 

25th. August 1783 

Dear Iredell, 

I have just received a Letter from your Brother, acquainting 
me that in two Letters he had received from you, he was charged 
with your Compliments to me, and to acquaint me that my Mother 
was very well when you wrote. I did write to her and to you1 a 
few months ago, and Mr. Brimage forwarded the Letters with 
his to Mrs. Brimage. I have no doubt but you have received that 
Letter and will know that I was married last February, and we 
are now making little Caps &c. How stands your Nursery? 

I suppose my Mother could not have received several Letters 
I wrote last Summer to acquaint her that my Brother died in June. 
His death was caused by an improper Use of Medicine which he 
had applied himself, and which was, a [fumigation?] of Cinnabar, 
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suspecting a sore throat he had was Venereal—and it immediately 
flew to his Brain and he died in about five weeks after the appli- 
cation. He had made his Will and left my Mother an Annuity of 
49 £, and appointed me Executor and residuary Legatee. I have 
written to her by Capt. Waters of the North Carolina Packet, 
which went down the River on Saturday. But I hope to catch Capt. 
Waters to take this under his sail. Now Animosities are at an 
End, I may venture to enquire about my Plantation &c which I 
have not heard any Account of (but flying Reports) for some 
years past. I have desired my Mother would write to me, which, I 
believe, she has not done these seven years. I did hear there was an 
intention to confiscate my Estate, but I flatter myself that Idea 
evaporated with the War's conclusion. It would have hurt me very 
much, particularly as it would deprive me of the only means I 
can have of subsisting her to my Wishes, and every Account I 
have assures me she is as well in her Circumstances as you tell me 
she is in Health. With respect to mine, il me faut menager. I saw 
Mr. Elmsley a few weeks ago, and he advised me to sell and for 
that Purpose to send a Power of Attorney [for that] Purpose to 
you and Mr. Johnston to act jointly with my Mother. I could not 
think of doing it without first consulting you and therefore de- 
sired my Mother to speak to and advise with you. I am very much 
obliged to you for your kind Remembrances of me and hope to 
hear from you soon. I have been a little time in London, and am 
quite tired of it, but hope my business will be finished in a few 
days. I hope Mrs. Iredell is well, and Mrs. Dawson and Mr. John- 
ston and his family. These end my acquaintance, I suppose, as 
so many are dead since I came away that I don't know who else 
to enquire after. Mr. Marmaduke Jones sailed for Carolina some 
months ago, and I should think he may be arrived by this time. 
Mr. and Mrs. Palmer I have not seen lately. The last time I saw 
Mr. McCulloh, he told me he intended to go to Carolina. I must 
now conclude for I have no more time nor any thing further to 
say than to by my best compliments to all my friends and to wish 
you and Mrs. Iredell all the Happiness you can possibly desire 
or expect. Believe me, Yours very sincerely 

N. Dukinfield 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Dukinfield to JI, February 13, 1783, above. 
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Archibald Maclaine to James Iredell 

Wilmington 25th. Augt 1783 

Dear Sir 

I am much obliged to you for the trouble you took in sending 
me the resolves of Edenton.1 They probably prevented, as you 
observe, some ridiculous measure taking place. Happily the 
attempts this way ended in smoke. There were two or three meet- 
ings of a few insignificant and worthless characters in town, and 
finding themselves too few, and too uninformed, they endeavored 
to effect their purpose by assembling the lower class of people at 
Bloodworth's in the country. About thirty met, and a considerable 
majority (Col. Bloodworth2 at the head of them) refused to come 
into the measure. John James3 and a few others are once more 
attempting to enforce their old accusations against me, and swear 
I shall not have a seat in the Assembly. But they go further. They 
are determined to turn out the Judges, and set aside the whole 
business of last Superior Court. This will be fine sport. I wish to 
God you were of the Assembly. With two or three more that I 
could name, we might set all matters right in a short time. I am 
certain the annual meetings might easily be altered, and that 
would make way for every thing else. I am glad my Acts of Assem- 
bly are safe; but how shall I get them? 

General Greene has been here two nights, accompanied by 
Major Edwards and Major Hyrne. He is on his way to the Northern 
States. 

Mr. Hill4 died the 22d of obstinate quackery. He called in the 
physicians about four days before his death, when his stomach 
would not retain medicines; nor indeed any thing. A vessel from 
Cork is lately arrived at Charlestown, by way of Madeira. The 
whole passage near four months. We have a new store here from 
Glasgow, and several vessels are expected from Ireland; one or 
two in particular from Newry. We have just received your associa- 
tion to support the paper money, and will immediately attempt 
the same thing here. I am with perfect esteem and regard Dear 
Sir, yours 

A. Maclaine 
I forward a letter inclosed me from Charlestown by Mr. George 
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Hooper. I have the pleasure to inform you that the Assembly of 
S. Carolina, who have been remarkably moderate, have complied 
with the requisition of Congress for the duties on imports; and 
until other States agree, they have laid a duty of 2V2 per cent for 
the use of the Union. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Endorsed "Ansd." JPs reply not found. 

1 Resolutions of the Citizens of Edenton, August 1, 1783, above. 
2 Colonel Thomas Bloodworth, a militia officer, justice of the peace, and 

member of the General Assembly from New Hanover County. Clark, State 
Records, XVI, 980, XVIII, 79; New Hanover County Court Minutes, 1779- 
1792, A&H. 

3 John James, whom Maclaine considered a close ally of James Walker, 
sought unsuccessfully a seat in the General Assembly on several occasions 
in the 1780s. Clark, State Records, XVI, 980, XVII, 135; New Hanover County 
Court Minutes, 1779-1792, A&H. 

4 William Hill, a well-known Cape Fear patriot, was the great-grandfather 
of Griffith McRee, JFs biographer. McRee, Iredell, II, 69 n. 

Archibald Madame to James Iredell 

Sunday 14 September 1783 

Dear Sir 

Last post I had a letter from Mr. McCulloh, informing me that 
he had applied to you to lay his case before the General Assembly, 
and requesting such assistance as I could give in restoring his 
property. I find there were letters for you, Mr. Hooper and others, 
all forwarded by Mr. Jones, who is soon expected here from 
Charlestown. 

Whether it will be possible to effect any thing in favor of Mr. 
McCulloh, or others in his situation, appears to me very doubtful. 
Unless the definitive treaty appears, and the articles already pub- 
lished should be very strongly supported by Congress, I see little 
hopes of success. All those who have possessed themselves of 
valuable property, will, in the vulgar phrase, hold on as long as 
they can. 

If you should think it necessary to make a formal application, 
perhaps you will be at Hillsborough.1 If not, Mr. Johnston will 
have your instructions. I should indeed think that the better way 
would be for a number of persons to make joint application, backed 
by a memorial from their own government, and that, if possible, 
supported by Congress. But on the other hand, those who risk to 
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retain that property which has been unjustly and impoliticly 
confiscated to the use of the public, will not be without strong 
arguments in their favor. Independent of the devastation com- 
mitted in the diferent states, the slaves taken away, and what is 
still worse, those now detained from us, will operate as powerful 
reasons for keeping what we have got. These reasons might indeed 
be fully sufficient for what we have done, provided we were to 
apply the property to compensate the sufferers; but to consider 
the former owners of british property in a criminal point of view, 
is absurd in the extreme. 

Mr. McCulloh requests that I will give him my opinion whether 
it will be proper for him to come here. To have a chance of succeed- 
ing, I should think that he and all others in his situation should 
be here, and yet it will be coming at a great uncertainty. A vessel 
will sail about the beginning of next month for London, and I 
shall not leave home before that time. Possibly I may receive 
your opinion in time to write, as well as your letters for England. 
Unluckily I did not receive Mr. McCulloh's letter till the northern 
rider was gone. 

Acquaint Mr. Johnston that I have found the letters testamen- 
tary on [G?] Johnston's will.2 Dr Sir very sincerely yours 

A. Maclaine 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Endorsed "ansd." JI's reply not found. 

1 The fall session of the General Assembly was not held for lack of a quorum. 
2 Probably the will of Governor Gabriel Johnston, Hannah Johnston's uncle 

from whom she seems to have inherited the New River and Tuckahoe lands, 
although the final settlement of Gabriel Johnston's estate dragged on for 
many more years. 

Instructions to Chowan County Representatives 
To Charles Johnson Esqr Senator, and Thomas Benbury and 
Samuel Johnston Esqrs. Members of the House of Commons 

for the County of Chowan, and William Cumming Esqr. 
Member for the Toum of Edenton. 

[September, 1783] 

Gentlemen, 

We, your constituents, considering the present critical situation 
of public affairs, and the awful and important scene before us, as 



THE PAPERS OF JAMES IREDELL 447 

we are now, by the blessing of God, freed from the danger and 
uncertainty of arms in a doubtful and most momentous contest, 
and it will in a great measure depend upon ourselves, whether by 
our diligence and integrity we shall be a happy and respectable, 
or by our neglect or abuse of the great trust committed to us, a 
miserable and degenerate People, have thought this a crisis proper 
for the communication of our sentiments upon some subjects of 
public concern, that appear to us to be highly interesting, and 
worthy of the most careful attention; and we doubt not you will 
receive them with the regard always due to the voice of your 
Constituents, and do every thing in your power to carry the pur- 
pose of them into full effect. 

1. We consider it as indispensably necessary, that the Requisi- 
tion of Congress for the Impost of certain Duties as a fund for the 
payment of the public debts, should be complied with. Too long 
has such a measure been delayed for the honour and advantage of 
America. We are thankful that none of the ill consequences which 
may have resulted from it can be chargeable on us, as this State 
did not hesitate to comply with the very first Requisition. Far 
from joining in indecent clamours against the proceedings of 
Congress, we entertain the highest reverence for that respectable 
body, and are strongly sensible of the necessity that its authority 
should be enlarged. We consider the Union of the several States 
as the basis of the individual security and happiness of each. By 
our Union alone have we been able to attain our present auspicious 
situation, and in vain shall we hope upon any other principles to 
preserve it. But this Union [cannot be expected] to be lasting, 
without an adequate degree of power as the cement of the whole. 
[Are measures, upon] which perhaps its very existence may 
depend, to be liable to be defeated by an [accidental or capricious] 
Majority in any one out of thirteen independent Legislatures? Is 
the public [honor and duty of our] Federal Government to be 
committed upon a question, whether provision [shall be made for 
the payment of] its debts? And in the mean time, perhaps, while 
the different States [are wrangling upon the subject] with all the 
violence of party zeal, mixed probably with a great deal of [weak- 
ness, and with some wickedness,] the States become Bankrupt, 
and their name and government contemptibfle? No idle suspicions 
shall ever] induce us, in order to guard against imaginary and 
chimerical dangers, to be the instruments of such real and 
impending evils. We must have sufficient confidence in our Repre- 
sentatives to give them power equal to the ends of their institu- 
tion, or our Government is an ideal one. Consistently with that 
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let us be as jealous as we please, but at the same time that we dis- 
trust Men who are of our own choice, and whom we may at any 
time remove, it may not be unuseful to entertain a little distrust 
of ourselves, and to suppose that sometimes our Judgments may 
be perverted, our passions led astray, and we inadvertently, from 
a rash interference in subjects of great difficulty and moment 
be the cause of evils we may long have reason to deplore, but can 
never remedy. 

2. The subject of Paper Money is a matter of the utmost con- 
cern. We hear with pleasure that the last Emission was made 
unwillingly by the Assembly, and solely for the relief of our Offi- 
cers and Soldiers who were suffering the most cruel distresses; 
distresses that were the consequence of long and arduous duty in 
the field, where they [so] nobly distinguished themselves in our 
defence. This consideration will induce us to do every thing in 
our power for its support; but we earnestly entreat for their sake, 
as well as our own, and that of the Public at large, that no more, 
under any circumstances may be made, and that as soon as pos- 
sible the present emission may be redeemed and burnt, a measure 
necessary to gain the confidence of the People after such severe 
losses from former emissions, and which it appears to us the 
public Interest will also require for paper money being of no use 
but among ourselves will enable us to discharge no part of the 
Continental Debt, nor to answer any other exigencies out of the 
State itself, and in the mean time we fear it will operate as a great 
discouragement upon our foreign trade. 

3. As the act for suspending Suits and Executions, we presume, 
was intended merely as a temporary expedient, on account of the 
unusual scarcity of money, we hope it will now be repealed, as 
the circulation of the Paper Currency will remove that evil; and 
indeed its circulation will be greatly checked if that Act should 
continue in force. The part of the law suspending Suits we never 
could see any good reason for, since it created an unnecessary 
delay in ascertaining a debt, and rendered the Creditor liable to 
the contingency of loss of proof which by the death of Witnesses 
and other causes which might happen in the mean time, without 
any real service to the [debtor there was] the least pretence for, 
as he was effectually secured from injury by the suspension of 
execution: [and it has created a] difficulty which in some cases 
has been found insuperable, in regard to the security to be [given 
under the direction] of a Justice of the Peace, for the Debtor must 
either give security for whatever sum [the plaintiff demands, or] 
the Justice try the cause in dispute, the first of which alternatives 
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would   be   [ridiculous,   and   the   other   un]constitutional,   and 
unwarranted by the law itself. 

[4. We think it of very great importance] that the Finances 
of our Country should be put into some more regular [order. We 
are persuaded many] thousands have been lost by the careless 
and improvident manner in which [they have hitherto been 
attended to,] and the public money being scattered in such a 
variety of hands. [This now becomes of more consequence,] as 
the taxes of an independent Government must necessarily be 
heavy, [especially until the public debts are] discharged, [and 
many people in] every part of the Country have been greatly dis- 
tressed to pay them. We hope proper care also will be taken to 
make all public accountants settle their accounts, and pay the 
balances in their hands. 

5. As nothing can be of more consequence than to have the 
judiciary department of Government well filled, and rendered 
absolutely independent, we think liberal Salaries should be pro- 
vided for the Judges and Attorney General, and made equally 
permanent with their commissions, otherwise they cannot be 
truly independent, which is a point of the utmost moment in a 
Republic where the Law is superior to any or all the Individuals, 
and the Constitution superior even to the Legislature, and of 
which the Judges are the guardians and protectors.1 

6. We consider it as an object of wise policy to encourage Trade 
by every means in our power, for when it is free and liberal it 
quickens Industry, provides a ready market for our Commodities, 
and renders cheap all the necessaries of life. Above all should we 
desire to promote the settlement of Merchants in our Country, 
whose riches will then be added to the public stock, and whose 
services are often of the greatest moment in a crisis of public 
Affairs, as we have frequently experienced from the generous exer- 
tions of many during the late war. No narrow and contracted 
system should therefore be pursued against such Men, as is 
unfortunately the propensity of too many, who see not the evils 
of throwing the trade of our Country altogether into the hands of 
Foreigners, who will drain us of our cash, to the exclusion of our 
own Citizens, who in the most useful manner will be continually 
adding to it. On the other hand, every inducement that our cir- 
cumstances will admit of should be granted to the trade of For- 
eigners also, because the more extensive our trade, of greater 
benefit is it to the public. Upon these principles each should be 
enabled to trade upon an equal footing. But you will permit us 
to observe that there is a remnant of an old method of taxation 
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still remaining, which seems to us greatly to injure our own 
Merchants. At a time when money and money at interest were 
taxed, their stock in trade was taxed also. The former articles 
were withdrawn from taxation, the other preserved, whereas 
that certainly should have been withdrawn also, for no reason can 
be assigned why property of a particular species in their possession 
should be taxed, and not property of the same species in that of 
any other person. Their stock in trade even includes outstanding 
Debts, and property at sea, objects certainly very unfit to pay 
taxes for, the one being an injury instead of a benefit, and the 
other not only liable to the danger of the sea, but subject to the 
restrictions of trade in every Country it goes to. The taxing their 
stock in trade also gives Foreigners the advantage of them, since 
with the double payment of duties and of taxes on their stock in 
trade, it is impossible they can sell for as low profits as Strangers 
who pay the duties only. It is evident, too, that other People are 
taxed not in proportion to the value of their whole property, but 
upon particular parts of it, for which Merchants of property pay 
in proportion with others, besides the duties they are liable to, 
which tho' ultimately perhaps resting on the Consumer, are in 
the first instance a disadvantage to them, and lessen in some 
degree the consumption of their goods. Let justice and common 
policy attend to these considerations, and a restriction which 
operates partially to the oppression of many useful members of 
the Community, besides being an injury to the Public, be taken off. 

7. We recommend it as a circumstance worthy of public atten- 
tion to grant encouragement to the most useful Manufactures, the 
more of which there are in any Country the more independent it 
is of others, and in other respects they are of great advantage if 
they do not too much interfere with an attention to Agriculture, 
which in a Country like this ought as much as possible to be 
promoted. 

8. We desire that you will exert yourselves to obtain an altera- 
tion of the time for the annual meeting of the General Assembly. 
No time can possibly be more inconvenient than that now ap- 
pointed, since it is at a season when few planters without great 
distress to their private affairs can be absent from home, and 
when several of the Courts of Justice are held which necessarily 
require the attendance of many Persons, either as Lawyers, 
Jurymen, Witnesses, or Parties, who might be capable of render- 
ing great service to their Country as Members of the Legislature. 
And you are sensible, gentlemen, that we in particular suffer 
by this Inconvenience, which we are extremely anxious should 
be removed.2 
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Lastly, in general terms, we desire to express it as our wish, 
that every word in that great and good man General Washington's 
circular letter to the Governors,3 may be most zealously attended 
to, a letter which unfolds in the wisest manner the true principles 
of public policy, and by which with a patriotic anxiety we cannot 
too gratefully acknowledge, he endeavors to perpetuate to his 
Country the blessings of that Freedom and Independence he has 
been so glorious an Instrument in procuring. 

These Sentiments, Gentlemen, we communicate to you, relying 
with the most pleasing confidence on the abilities and zeal by which 
your conduct on many occasions hath been distinguished. 

MS (Johnson Papers, A&H). Parts of two copies exist in JI's hand. Endorsed 
"Copy of Instructions proposed to be given to our Members. Sept. 1783." 
Bracketed words taken from McRee, Iredell, II, 62-66. 

Editorial Note: These instructions amount to an explicit implementation 
of the resolutions adopted by the town meeting on August 1, 1783. See Reso- 
lutions of the Citizens of Edenton, above. The intent of the Edentonians was 
for their representatives to introduce these instructions in the General 
Assembly, which was scheduled to convene at Hillsborough on October 1, 
1783. The legislature failed to meet, however, for want of a quorum. It is not 
clear whether they were introduced at a later session. A comparison of the 
two documents reveals that the latter (Instructions to Chowan County 
Representatives) is roughly twice the length of the former (Resolutions of the 
Citizens of Edenton) and that the latter contains a number of additional 
observations of more limited, statewide interest: the regulation of paper 
money, the legislation controlling lawsuits, the payment of judges' salaries, 
and the stimulation of trade. There is no evidence to suggest whether or not 
these documents were ever published. There had been no newspaper printed 
in the state since James Davis's North-Carolina Gazette (New Bern) 
ceased publication. In August, 1783, another North-Carolina Gazette made 
its appearance at New Bern. Published by Robert Keith, who used the press 
and type of Davis, it does not seem to have lasted beyond 1784; only a few 
issues survive. Crittenden, North Carolina Newspapers before 1790, 13; 
Clarence S. Brigham, History and Bibliography of American Newspapers, 
1690-1820 (Worcester, Massachusetts; American Antiquarian Society, 2 
volumes, 1947), II, 771, hereinafter cited as Brigham, American Newspapers. 
For further analysis, see "Making of a Revolutionary," Volume I. 

1 JI's point that the constitution was superior to the legislature and that 
"the Judges are the guardians and protectors" of the constitution is exceed- 
ingly significant, for it shows that already he was inching toward, or perhaps 
had already formulated in his thinking, the idea of judicial review, which he 
enunciated in regard to the case of Bayard v. Singleton in 1787. See "Making 
of a Revolutionary," Volume I; McRee, Iredell, II, 145-149, 169-170, 172-176. 

2 JI, Samuel Johnston, and other lawyers not infrequently used the meeting 
of the inferior and superior courts as a justification for not offering them- 
selves for election to the General Assembly. Their unwillingness to serve was 
a frequent complaint of Archibald Maclaine. See the Maclaine-George 
Hooper correspondence in the George Hooper Papers, UNC. 

3 Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, XXVI, 483-496. See also "Making 
of a Revolutionary," Volume I. 



452 DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Elk Marsh Sept. 30. 1783 

My dear Hannah, 

I thank God that I can have now the satisfaction to acquaint 
you that I am quite recovered from a very dangerous illness of 
which you fortunately knew nothing while it was depending. 
Upon the road from Booth here on Sunday afternoon I was seized 
with a most violent vomiting and purging, which increased after 
my arrival and in the night attacked me so severely that in a few 
hours I was reduced almost to a mere Skeleton, and was so weak 
and had such spasms in my thighs and legs that but for the 
kindest assistance from this Family, particularly Mr. B. Mc- 
Culloch and Mr. Stokes, I probably should have died. I felt much 
relieved the next morning, the purging having almost entirely 
abated, but my stomach was still so weak that nothing would stay 
upon it, and I was cramped every minute or two. I sent to town 
to Dr. Brewster, if he should be arrived, otherwise to Dr. Pasteur, 
who came to me, and was of opinion as I was myself that the 
disorder was over, so that he only ordered me to take a Paregoric 
last night, which I did and find myself quite well today except 
that I am still weak, tho' much stronger than I could have ex- 
pected, and quite free from the cramp. My stomach retains all 
it receives, and my bowels are perfectly easy, so that nothing is 
now requisite to make me as well as ever but a little rest and 
proper regimen. I have experienced the utmost kindness from 
this Family. Indeed, tho' I came along too fast perhaps for the 
heat of the weather, my arrival here at the time I did probably 
saved my life. You perceive that I have no thoughts of going to 
Hillsborough, which in my situation would be a great folly. I 
once thought of making short rides to have the pleasure of spend- 
ing a few days with you before Halifax Court, but upon reflection 
I think it will be too imprudent and that I ought not to hazard 
any unnecessary exposure. You need now not be in the least 
uneasy about me, as my disorder is in every respect entirely over. 

Mr. and Mrs. MacKenzie had gone on Saturday to Mr. Hill's, 
so that I did not see them. A Woman in the house told me that 
about a fortnight before Mrs. MacKenzie had a most severe 
bilious fever, and appeared for some time to be in great danger, 
but that she was quite recovered. Give my love to our Family 
and your Brothers, and my best respects to Mrs. Pearson and 
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Mrs. Dawson's. Dr. Brewster was kind enough to come and see 
me yesterday, when I was a great deal better, and I am still much 
further advanced towards health. Adieu! my dear Hannah—God 
grant your health may be preserved. I can never too strongly 
assure you of my being ever Your most faithful and affectionate 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

Archibald Maclaine to James Iredell 

5 October 1783 
Dear Sir 

You will receive by Capt Addison a small box, with Hawkins's 
edition of the Statutes at large, 6 volumes,1 of which I request 
your acceptance. 

I shall not set off for Hillsborough in less than six or seven 
days. What I shall be able to do there, God only knows. This I 
am well assured of; that if there is not a different temper in the 
majority of the members than what I experienced last session, 
and if I am not better supported than I was at that time, I had 
much better be attending to my own private business. 

The mean arts used to promote private interest, and the low 
cunning practiced to insure the good opinion of violent men who 
appear to be popular, if not timely checked, must soon reduce us, 
as a nation, to insignificance, and even to contempt. 

The latest accounts give us every reason to expect that the 
definitive treaty is signed; and my ardent wish is, that it may be 
laid officially before the Assembly. Without it, I dispair of doing 
any thing of immediate consequence. Should it be laid before us, 
it will then be seen, whether we will suffer anger and resentment 
so far to get the better of reason and sound policy as to render 
us infamous over all Europe. If we do not, as far as lies with us, 
recognize the articles of peace, we are undone forever. Yours 
very sincerely 

A. Maclaine 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Addressed "James Iredell esquire. In his ab- 
sence, Mrs Iredell. By Captain Addison with a box of books." Endorsed 
" Ansd." JFs reply not found. 

1 William Hawkins (1673-1746) better known for his compilation of Pleas 
to the Crown. Maclaine had acquired Hawkins's Statutes at Large from Magna 
Charta to the Seventh Year of King George II Inclusive, first published in 
1735. DNB, IX, 230-231. 
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Archibald Neilson to James Iredell 

Dundee (No. Britain) 6 October 1783 

My dear Sir 

Since the peace I have written more than one letter to Mr. 
Johnston in which I have requested my best remembrance to you.1 

Give me leave, Sir, by this opportunity of Mr Burgwin, to profess 
the very grateful recollection of your friendship, which I have 
still [. . .] a faithful impression of; and to add, that a renewal of 
our Correspondence would most sincerely and highly gratify me. 
I shall please myself with the hopes of hearing from you in return 
which will give me the opportunity of writing you more at large. 
In the meanwhile I beseech you to present my best respects to 
Mrs Iredell, Mr and Mrs Johnston and Miss Cathcart—and any 
friends who do me the honor to remember me. Dr. Sir Your affec- 
tionate humble servant 

Archd Neilson 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Endorsed "Ansd. June 15, 1784." 

1 Evidently JI's last letter from Neilson, formerly secretary to Governor 
Josiah Martin, was that of November 5, 1775, Volume I. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax Oct. 16th. 1783 

My dear Hannah, 

I came to town yesterday on purpose to meet your Brother, but 
did not enjoy that satisfaction, which would have alarmed me a 
good deal but that I am told Cumming said he was well and 
intended setting off on Monday. I had likewise the pleasure to 
hear that he said you and our Family were well, and that you had 
intended writing by him, but your letter was not quite [. . .] 
came away. I at length have the good fortune to assure you that I 
am entirely recovered. Finding a dysentery still hanging upon me, 
I determined to do all I could to get rid of it, and Dr. Pasteur 
being absent sent for Dr. Green, who immediately gave me a dose 
of Ipecacuanha,1 and the next day a dose of rhubarb, with some 
Paregoric at night, and this had effectually cured me, and I shall 
be careful enough of myself not to deserve by any imprudence a 
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return of my disorder. Dr. Green was particularly obliging, and 
attended me with the greatest kindness during the operation of 
my vomit. Mr. Hooper is not yet come, but expected to day, as he 
left Hillsborough on Monday. He is bringing his Daughter and 
Miss Hogg2 down with him. Tell Nelly, Mr. Martin saw Miss 
Henderson yesterday quite well. The Judge3 I suppose is to bring 
her letter. I am very anxious indeed for your Brother's arrival, 
and hope he will come to day. If you know of any opportunity 
don't fail to write to me. I know of none here, but write to be 
ready for one. 

18 Oct. I should have had the greatest pleasure in receiving your 
letter4 the other evening, brought by a Stranger from Edenton, 
if it had not contained so painful an account of Nelly, whom God 
preserve through so dangerous a complaint. I flatter myself from 
what you write, that her danger will not be very great, but in its 
most moderate stage it is a dreadful disorder, and her spirits are 
so apt to sink under any that I cannot help being very uneasy 
about her, and Shall be very impatient for some opportunity of 
hearing. I was under a most disagreeable suspence about your 
Brother, who did not arrive here till about one o'clock the second 
day. He had not reached Booth till about 11 the day before, and 
being rather unwell he declined coming further that day. He 
has been in pretty good health since he came to town, and in very 
good spirits. Mr. Hooper did not arrive till Thursday. His Daugh- 
ter and Miss Hogg are at Colo. McCulloch's. I have this moment 
found an unexpected opportunity, and hurried from Court to 
finish this. I continue to mend finely. Your Brother's Family 
and Mr. and Mrs. [. . .] are quite well. I wish in your last you 
had particularly mentioned Gaby, but I told your Brother of the 
hurry in which you wrote. Adieu my dearest Hannah. Write 
to me if you can. Give my love to all, and be assured of my being 
Most affectionately and truly yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. I am in great pain about Billy Dawson. Write him if you 
hear of him. Poor Mr. Inglis is dead, and I am told of a contagious 
distemper at Philadelphia. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Ipecacuanha, a drug used as an emetic or purgative, made from the dried 
roots of the rubiaceous. 

2 Elizabeth Hogg, daughter of James Hogg of Hillsborough. There are 
numerous letters between Elizabeth Hogg and Helen Blair in the Iredell 
Papers at Duke and the Johnson Papers at A&H. 
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3 The judge was Richard Henderson, whose daughter is referred to in the 
previous sentence. 

4 Not found. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax Oct. 22. 1783 

My dear Hannah, 

I this moment have met Price going immediately to Edenton, 
and beg him to delay a minute that I may write to you. I still con- 
tinue pretty well, with occasionally a little lax, but infinitely 
better. Your Brother and Mr. Hooper are well too. I thank you 
for your very kind letter1 by Mr. Carmichael which I received 
last night and am much obliged for your attention in buying 
things for me, but wish you had furnished some for yourself and 
intreat you will. I am very happy to find Nelly is getting better, 
about whom I was very uneasy, and cannot help being so about 
you fearing you give me too favourable an account of your situa- 
tion. For God's sake take care of yourself. We shall not finish I 
dare say till Saturday, and as I must go again to Colo. M.2 and 
shall probably go home by Windsor, I can't expect to have the 
pleasure of seeing you till Wednesday, and then only if the weather 
is good, for I will not be so weak as to run any risque. My [. . .] 
has obliged me to write them. Adieu, my dearest Hannah, give 
my love to all and believe me Most affectionately yours 

Jas Iredell 

P.S. Your Brother desires his love to you. 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 Not found. 
2 Alexander McCulloch. 

James Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Halifax Oct. 23d. 1783 

My dear Hannah, 

I wrote to you a line the other day by one of the Prices in 
acknowledgement of your kind favour by Mr. Carmichael, but 
I had to regret that I was obliged to write in a very great hurry, 
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so that I am afraid it would be scarcely intelligible. This [. . .] 
usual fare we are obliged to submit to at Courts. I am astonished at 
the conduct [of] the Person you mention, and am extremely sorry 
Billy did not take the letter back. [I] would sooner die than be 
obliged to such a creature. Some other things in your [letter] 
astonish me, which at a proper time I shall mention; in the mean- 
time [I do greatly?] admire and love the conduct of Miss Howe 
who certainly is a most amiable girl, [. ..] Sunshine acquaintance, 
a la mode of the generality of mankind [....] I could be certain 
about your and Nelly's perfect recovery! I still continue [. . .] 
better but am satisfied I shall not be entirely well until I [. . .] 
at home. In the meantime I am very short in my [. . .] care. I 
wrote to you that I hoped to see you about Wednesday [. . .] good, 
before which I can scarcely expect it, as I expect the Court will 
hold till the last moment, and after the extreme kindness I re- 
ceived at Colo. McCulloch's I must call there and take leave 
before I go. 1 intend going by the way of Winton, [. . .] be assured 
shall have caution enough, after the severe lesson I have received, 
to avoid bad weather or too fatiguing Journies. 

Oct. 24. I had wrote thus far yesterday, and was going on when 
I was interrupted. I feel much better to day than I was yes- 
terday. The irregular weather we have lately had occasioned some 
little return of the complaint in my bowels, and I applied to Dr. 
Green [and he has] given me some small doses of Ipecacuan- 
ha to take now and then, some of which [I] have already taken, 
and find great relief from them. I shall continue them as he may 
[direct?] and doubt not if we continue to have good weather I 
shall soon be quite well. But it is exceedingly difficult entirely to 
get rid of any disorder among the hurry and confusion of Court. 
I have not yet much money at the Court, but I have got £40. from 
the Treasurer. Had I not been interrupted I believe I should have 
wrote a line to Nelly. Pray apologize [for me]. God grant I 
may find you and her quite well. Pray remember me affectionately 
[to your] family &c &c not forgetting that charming girl, 
Miss Howe, if she be with [....] I shall [not expect] much more 
than ever. Your Brother is quite well [. . .]; but I don't know 
whether he has done it [....] I can have the happiness of assuring 
you in person that I am Ever, Ever yours 

Jas Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). Torn and faded. 
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Arthur Iredell to James Iredell 

Crewe Hall Novr. 17th. 1783 

I have at length, my dear Brother, received the full and satis- 
factory Account of you which I have been so long waiting for, 
and trace with infinite pleasure through the whole of It that 
Pureness of Intention, and assiduity in business which must have 
done you infinite credit in your Province and are so highly grate- 
full to those who have sensibly felt for you in Situations peculiarly 
embarrassing to the honest and deserving. You have acquitted 
yourself, as might have been expected, with a firmness properly 
tempered with Prudence; and as you seem to have satisfied your 
own conscience, so I think you may rely upon the Approbation of 
your Friends. I do not scruple to assure you of mine, tho' I agree 
with you in thinking that there are Parts in your Address to the 
Grand Jury so very animated and determined, both in point of 
sentiment and Language, as to require Apology. But I can excuse 
even these. The People you lived with, the Cause you adopted, the 
very Air you breathed, all conspired to heat your Imagination, 
and inflame your Zeal. Liberty is of all others the most bewitching 
cause to be engaged in. It is the Cause of Nature, and in contend- 
ing for It we all feel as if we struggled for something inseperable 
from the good. To die or conquer is the only Alternative proposed, 
the only End in View. And to be luke warm or indifferent in such 
a Contention would argue in my Opinion a very base and un- 
worthy Mind. Such are my Sentiments; but they are not the 
Sentiments of every Man; and I am concerned to tell you that 
they are not of one whose good opinion you would wish to concili- 
ate, and whose Favour you have the greatest claim to. My Uncle, 
I have before hinted to you, has conceived the most rooted Dis- 
approbation of your publick Conduct, seems determined not to 
change his Sentiments upon It. He has written to me very unequiv- 
ocally upon the Subject, and in one of his Letters says, that he 
has long looked up to me for the Support of our Name and Fam- 
ily—and that He shall make no Division of his Estate, but leave 
Annuities, not large ones, to my Mother and Tom. He had likewise 
remembered my poor Charles, who alass! is out of the reach of 
his Bounty! You see how much I am to profit by your Disgrace, 
but you will at the same time judge, I hope, of my Feelings by 
what would be your own in similar circumstances, and suppose 
me to be as much chagrined upon your Account, as I am gratefull 
upon my own. I do not know what my Uncle's Estate is, but by 
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his Letters, which never fail to complain of Incumbrances, I 
fancy it is much involved, nor is this to be wondered at when we 
consider what Difficulties my Uncle has had to struggle with 
unsupported by others and with very slender Powers of his own. 
You know he had no Fortune—and it is really much harder to 
acquire one that People are apt in Speculation to conceive. What- 
ever his Estate may be, should it ever Devolve into my hands, I 
trust you are sufficiently confident in me to believe that you 
would want no assistance it might then be in my Power to bestow. 
How happy I should be if it would enable us to live together in 
the same Country, and almost under the same Roof! But I 
must not augur such flattering Events. A thousand cruel and 
unlooked for circumstances may intervene to blast our Projects 
in the very bad, or wither them before they arrive at Maturity. 
"It is not for Mortals to command Success." Let us then follow 
Addison's excellent advice and deserve it. You have long been 
treading the Paths of publick Life, with Reputation to yourself 
and Effect to your Country. I have had very little opportunity 
as yet either of doing the one or acquiring the other. For a Uni- 
versity Life, however usefull it may be to the Individual, is not 
of much service to Society, and since I quitted it for something 
more like Action in the Church I have been confined to the slender 
offices of a Curacy. No preferment has yet enlarged the sphere 
of my Duty, and thrust me forward upon the Canvas. God knows 
how long I may continue an insignificant Figure in the back 
ground. I am very well disposed to be come more conspicuous; 
I am not without a favourable Prospect of rising to a certain 
height. You must not therefore be without hopes of me—and at 
the same time you must inclose them withen narrow Bounds. Both 
my Pretensions and Inclination are very confined. I cannot have 
much, and I have seen so much of the World as thoroughly to 
despise It, and to wish only for the otium cum dignitate, which I 
translate into a respectable country Life. I shall say more upon 
this Subject to my Sister, who has put a Question to me in her 
Letter which has induced me to make a confident of her. She 
must let you into the secret. I shall have great Pleasure believe 
me, in collecting the Books you have written for and shall princi- 
pally with that view take a Journey to London in about six weeks 
time. Mr. Black has not yet informed me of any means by which 
I might send them sooner. You desire to see some of my composi- 
tion, and seem to expect them in return for the very excellent one 
you have sent me of your own. But I shall make a more interested 
Bargain for myself, and leaving that entirely out of the Question 
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open a fair Account with you. I do not know what I shall have to 
give myself Credit for, but I will certainly inclose something of 
my own in the Box of Books for which I shall expect a most exor- 
bitant Price—for instance, all the Poetry you sent my Sister 
before Marriage.1 It may be of some use to me now, and a sufficient 
Quantity of the Prose since, upon whatever Topic it may be. This 
will be of great use to me all my Life. Do not then be sparring of 
It. As I have been in the Country you will easily conjecture I have 
not yet seen Mr Alex. Black. But I wrote to him immediately 
after his arrival to congratulate him upon It, and say all the 
civil Things in my Power. He is I understand to be in London 
about Christmas, and I shall time my going there so as to give 
him the Meeting. I have just received a Letter from my Mother 
in which she tells me a Son of Lennox's has been introduced to 
her. By the way, I say nothing either of Her or Tom, as I really 
know very little, and if I did ever so much, My Mother will write 
much more satisfactory Accounts of both than I could possibly 
do if I had Time which I really have not. I shall ever curb my Pen 
for the present upon Topics that regard myself, as I shall sooner 
have the best opportunity of being as prolix and troublesome 
as I may, very unfortunately for you, be inclined to do. I had 
almost forgotten to request that you will write to my Uncle. It 
is very proper I think you should do so. I may be a Loser by such 
a step, but I care not provided you are the gainer. I must now take 
my Leave of you, but only till another Conveyance for a letter 
presents itself. I shall suffer worse to pass neglected by me. Pray 
be equally attentive to my wishes, and believe me my dearest 
James, ever and most affectionately your's. 

A Iredell 

RC (Johnson Papers, A&H). 

1 This is the only reference in JI's correspondence to poetry written to 
Hannah Johnston prior to their marriage. Yet there are various unsigned 
poems in the Iredell manuscripts. Two of them, which may well have been 
written by JI, are placed with JI's letters for 1772, Volume I. 

Arthur Iredell to Hannah Iredell 

Crewe Hall Nov 17th, 1783 

I have just written a long letter to my Brother; but there are 
two subjects which I have kept sacred for one to you. You wish 
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it seems to know how I spend my Time, and you ask me, whether 
Love has never molested my quiet, or added to my Happiness by 
Success? I will give you full answers to both these points. When 
Mr. Crewe's family is here, I make for the most part one of it, 
as the Acquaintance or Friend, and not the Tutor, a Character 
I assume only a Month or two in the Year, when his Son happens 
to be at home, which is never for a longer period. This is the more 
convenient for me, as I have a Curacy in the Neighbourhood which 
requires some though not constant Residence upon the Spot. 
At other Times, when Mr. and Mrs. Crewe are absent, I pay my 
Visits in the Country, and have always more Invitations on my 
hands than I can attend to, at least do attend to, as there are few 
my Inclination prompts me to accept. Crewe Hall is of all others 
I ever knew the most comfortable House to live in. It has all the 
Grandeur and Magnificence of a great, together with the Com- 
forts and Convenience of a small one. Tho' Mr. Crewe is Member 
for the County, and extremely popular in it, his Retirement is 
seldom interrupted by much Company.1 The Neighbourhood is 
not a large one. The Roads in this Part of England are very 
unfavorable for visiting, and Mrs. Crewe is very far from promot- 
ing what would not fail or breaking in upon her Studies, which 
I can assure you she is far from neglecting. So that for a great 
while together they have been herewith only me and a Straggler 
now and then dropping in upon them. The Hours they keep are 
the most exceptionable points in the Life they lead. We breakfast 
between ten and eleven. Dine between five and six. Sup at 
Eleven, and go to Bed, God knows when. Such an abuse of Day 
and Night is hardly tolerable in London, where every thing is 
irregular. It is absolutely intolerable for a long time together in 
the Country, where Time is so much at one's Disposal, and 
depends so little upon Accidents. Setting these aside however 
the Life here, I think is very rational. The Morning which is 
always a long one, is devoted either to Exercise, Study, or both. 
Every one spends it as he likes best. At Dinner all meet, and from 
that Time do not separate. From the Eating Room they adjourn 
into a very large Withdrawing Room in which you may form as 
many Groups as you please. Cards, Letter Writing, and Reading 
go on at the same time without Interruption; and generally Music, 
an Harpsichord and Piano Forte are placed invitingly for those 
who know how to play upon them. Conversation, and that seldom 
trifling, has its place among the Amusements and the Evening 
generally concludes without fatigue, and always with good Humor. 
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After such a Description of this Place, and Its Enjoyments, 
will you not, my dear Sister, be astonished to hear that I am 
heartily sick of such a Life, and pant eagerly for another more 
humble because I fancy more happy one? The Discontent of Man 
has been every a very hacked, and is now I think an exhausted, 
Topic. It is certain that there is in all of us a Restlessness of Mind 
which palls our Appetite for what we have, and quickens it for 
what we have not. But you must not lay my Disgust Solely to 
the Account of this natural unsteadiness in me (for no doubt I 
have my Share at least of natural Infirmities). It proceeds from 
long Experiment, and the most rooted Conviction after It of the 
Vanity of a luxurious Life, and of the Friendships which are 
grafted upon it. The one is excellently calculated for killing Time. 
It soon passes in a Succession of bewitching Gratifications. And 
the others are cloathed with that pleasing and delusive Garb 
which answers all the Purposes of such a Life—of a Life that is 
made up of Appearances. Thus, I pass my Time voluptuously at 
Crewe. Not a Moment in the Day oppresses me. The Night comes 
too soon. Time is charming in the prospect. But is it so in the 
retrospect? No. How have I passed the last Month? Have I 
laughed with the Gay? Yes. But have I wept with the unfortunate? 
Have I improved my old Friendships? established new ones? I 
do not live for myself, and ought to be able to answer all these 
Interrogatories in the Affirmative; but I fear I cannot. It is for 
these reasons, then, my dear Sister, that I wish to change my 
Situation. But not for these reasons only. 

For love has both molested my Quiet and added to my Happiness 
by success. In the midst of Dissipation and pomp I have deviated 
at times into the humble Track of private Life. And I have been 
happy enough to meet in It such a Person as I could willingly 
pass my Life with, be it either prosperous or adverse. I wish I 
could do justice to her [Character] but I am a very bad one at 
Description and shall leave much for you to supply. Her con- 
nexions, you must know, are far from being great ones. They are 
genteel and no more. I refer only to Fortune when I say this, for 
I know no Family more respectable in a Moral Light than Hers. 
The Father is a Proverb for Integrity; and the Mother who is 
dead is equally well spoken of. My Amanda is as much indebted 
to the World, tho' She is little more than 19, and has in the Esti- 
mation of the "Million" a handsome Face and fine Person, which 
seldom fail of creating Suspicions. Since the Death of her Mother 
which happened about a year ago, She has been the Mistress of 
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Her Father's Family, her elder Sister my most intimate Friend 
having before that Time married. An assiduous Attendance upon 
her Mother during a very long and painful Illness had fitted her 
Mind for such a charge, and She has acquitted herself with great 
success. But I must not say too much of her. It will come from me 
in a very questionable Shape. I shall only add there that we are 
both very partial to each other, and have a perfect good Under- 
standing together, tho' as Hers is a very uncertain Fortune, and 
I have at present none at all, we take great Care to keep as many 
out of the Secret as possible, and wait as patiently as two People 
can do for a good opportunity of being more closely united. My 
Brother will tell you how my Prospects have brightened in 
Jamaica in Consequence of the Part he has taken upon the 
Continent. And yet I am afraid Hymen will not light his Torch 
much the sooner upon that Account. I have sounded my Uncle 
on the Topic of Marriage; but he seems to expect a Pedigree and 
Rent Roll, neither of which I can send him. So I must submit to 
wait. I should be the more sorry, my dear Sister, for having been 
so diffuse upon these subjects, if I did not mean to write very soon 
to you again When I may find others more amusing. Pray let 
me hear often, very often from you. It will make me inexpressibly 
happy. If we cannot see each other and live together, there is no 
reason Why we should not regularly correspond. Adieu! God 
bless you! I am ever most affectionately Yours 

A. Iredell 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 Friend and follower of the Duke of Grafton and later Charles James Fox, 
Crewe appears to have opposed most of the ministry's American policies. He 
occupied a seat in Parliament from 1768 to 1802 and was never opposed for 
reelection. Namier and Brooke, House of Commons, I, 221; II, 276-277. 

William Hooper to James Iredell 

[November 23, 1783] 

My dear Sir 

This is Sunday the 23d day of November and the tops of the 
houses covered with Snow. As I am now free from interruption 
and probably shall not find equal leisure before I necessarily leave 
this, I sit me down to inform you that the long expected post- 
humous works of Mr. Blackstone have made their appearance. 
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John Sitgreaves has got from New York and they are now before 
me, two thick volumes in octavo, entitled, "Reports of cases deter- 
mined in the several courts of Westminister Hall from 1746 to 
1779 taken and compiled by the Honourable William Blackstone, 
Kn't late one of the Justices of his Majesty's court of Common 
Pleas. Published according to the directions in his will by his 
Executors from his original Manuscripts with a preface contain- 
ing Memoirs of his life. In two Volumes. ["]1 

The Publisher a Mr James Clitherow one of Mr. Blackstones 
Executors informs the reader that "these reports began with 
Michaelmas Term 1746 when Mr Blackstone was called to the bar 
and there are some of every term except two to Michaelmas 1750 
from whence there is an interval to Michaelmas 1756. The reason 
probably was that during This period he was at Oxford composing 
his lectures which he began to read 1753. In the three following 
years he attended the bar only in Michaelmas and Hillary terms 
on account of his lectures. Consequently there are among these 
reports none of the Easter and Trinity terms of these years but 
from thence they continue in a regular series except one term 
when he was indisposed and the two terms immediately preceed- 
ing his being promoted to the Bench when he attended the 
Exchequer only. Which circumstances sufficiently evince that 
these reports were all except one taken by himself. The Editor 
tells us that he published this work for the benefit of Mr Black- 
stone's Children. The Edition before me is an Irish one. Of course 
you will say incorrect. The first Vol has 679 pages which are 
continued thru the second until they amount to 1,333. Thus having 
given you enough of this performance to excite your most Sanguine 
wishes to be more intimately acquainted with it, I will only add 
that the cases appear upon the little reading (I have had) to be 
much too short for entertainment. They are like all that great 
man's, clear and perspicuous, but the arguments seem rather 
abstract than the arguments as they were. I conceive that B 
rather intended them as notes to be the ground work of a larger 
understanding if Heaven had spared him to us with leisure to 
effect it. 

Schulbeck v. Rice is now before the Court2 and to morrow I 
expect this opinion. I have had the honour to participate in a 
political treat at which you were to have been a guest. It was given 
by Hay in the Character of Tiberius Gracchus, and the feast is 
called an address to the Speaker of both Houses of Assembly con- 
taining Observations Moral and Political upon the proceedings of 
the late Assembly. It is to be served up to the publick in a six 
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penny pamphlet and will make its appearance as soon as the 
Illumination is over which is now on its progress.3 I find that there 
is another in the State that has an equal rage with the Illuminates 
to become a scribler4 and I apprehend the world will profit about 
as much by his labours. I have seen also an advertisement for the 
information of the Judges, stating the affair of the exhorbitant 
fees charged on Mr Hay which sets the affair in a much more 
favourable view and were it not for the personal rancor which 
runs thru it, would I think be excuseable at least in point of 
composition and necessary in point of the matter. 

Alfred Moore is gone, having no business except a trial for 
murder to detain him which he has shifted over to Maclaine and 
Hay. 

Nov. 24. Since I began this letter I called upon Cooke. I found 
him by the fire side, thin and emacated beyond anything I have 
ever seen, the very figure of death itself. His legs are literally and 
truly not larger than a walking stick, his face wan and his eyes 
which contrasted with the hollowness of his cheeks appearing 
larger than usual [stare] forth like two globes of liquid fire. Near 
him stood a boy whose employment was to supply him with Toddy. 
He has lost his memory to a great degree and his understanding 
is much impaired. Upon my entering the room he must have mis- 
taken me for you. He asked me whether I had just arrived from 
Edenton—Whether I had come by way of Halifax; said my Causes 
were all continued. His wife sat by him, a mark for this continual 
cavil and reproach and seems to be waiting his dissolution with a 
becoming resignation to the will of Providence. 

I have seen Silas's wife. She is not very handsome, but has 
something extremely engaging in her appearance and manner. 
She had had a genteel education; is free social and sensible but 
extremely mortified at her situation. Not a room to be had in town. 
She has taken up her residence at the Palace which at present has 
more the appearance of a neglected Goal than any thing else.5 

Hay has had an explanation with the Judges upon the subject 
of this report which has been propagated to his disadvantage. Ashe 
has shifted it to Williams, the latter has returned it upon him. 
This will be productive of a Schism among the higher powers— 
this entre nous. 

We shall leave this on Wednesday and move on as fast as we 
can to Wilmington; then I shall expect a line from you. 

The Girls unite with me in most affectionate regards to your- 
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self, Mrs. Iredell and the rest of the good family and believe me 
Ever my dear Sir Yours 

Will Hooper 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). The year is indicated by internal evidence as 
well as by McRee, Iredell, II, 74. Internal evidence indicates the letter was 
written from New Bern. 

1 First published in 1781. 
2 New Bern District Superior Court, the fragmentary records of which in 

A&H contain no information on the case. 
'A Hay's essay has evidently not survived. It was published by the new 

printer of the North-Carolina Gazette (New Bern), Robert Keith, who was 
pressured into revealing the author's identity. Information contained later in 
the above paragraph suggests that the issue involved supposedly excessive 
fees charged Hay by the judges. Hay, it is known, had been involved in litiga- 
tion over a period of time involving lands he had bought from the family of 
Arthur Dobbs before leaving Ireland for America. Moreover, Hay and other 
lawyers were angered over the General Assembly's recent suspension of 
suits, just as Hay—noted for his hot temper—shared the opinion of many 
members of the legal profession that the judges were overly zealous in carry- 
ing out the terms of the confiscation act and other anti-Tory legislation. 
(Indeed, Hay's one-man war against the judges continued for several years.) 
According to William Hooper, Hay's essay had much merit, although it was 
poorly written and intemperate in language. Hooper also reported, for reasons 
unknown, that people in New Bern were especially angered by the pamphlet. 
Hooper to JI, February 7, 1784, Iredell Papers, Duke; Ashe, Biographical 
History, VI, 270-271; Clark, State Records, particularly Volumes XVI-XVII. 

4 Samuel Spencer, one of the judges of the superior courts. See Spencer to 
JI, November 28, 1783, below. 

5 Tryon's Palace, which had in fact already fallen into a sad state of dis- 
repair. Dill, Governor Tryon and His Palace, 245-246. 

Samuel Spencer to James Iredell 

Newbern, 28th. of November, 1783 

Dear Sir, 

I am very glad to hear that your Health has mended since I 
left Edenton. 

I here inclose you a Paper in which is inserted a political Piece 
under the Signature of Atticus. It is not so correct as might be 
wished, but I do not observe more than Three Errors. That in my 
name, of the Word there instead of their in [the?] first Column, 
and the y in the Middle of the Word arbitrarily in the Second. 

With the Correction of these Errors, and any other that you 
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discover, I wish it might be printed in the Virginia Newspaper, 
and I shall be much obliged to you to take the Trouble of sending 
it together with what you think will be [thus Needful?], and I 
shall be glad to repay it to you when I see you [. . .] which I hope 
will be in good Health. I take 60 of these Papers with [me], and 
as the Governor has sent to the Printer here [!?] admit him as 
a Subscriber, and to have the Paper sent to Wilmington. I expect 
one which is already sent-on will reach him before I arrive at 
Wilmington.1 My very respectful Compliments to Mrs. Iredell. 
Mrs. Hooper and the Ladies went out of Town the Evening before 
last, in good Health. I am, my Dear Sir, with sincere respect and 
Esteem, your very obedient Servant 

Samuel Spencer 

P.S. I have this Moment received your Favour of the 24th. to the 
Contents of which I shall studiously attend, and am glad to have it 
in my Power to serve you—and am moving [so?] to hear of your 
gaining your [....] Pray excuse my great Haste and I remain sir 

S. S. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). 

1 JI must have been a rather good diplomat, for he had long held a low 
opinion of Samuel Spencer, considering him ill informed in the law and 
lacking dignity in the courtroom. Although he took little part in the contro- 
versies involving Hay and the judges that dragged on through the 1780s, 
Iredell in some measure at least shared the opinions of Hay and his sup- 
porters. Spencer, however, must have felt JI to some degree understanding 
of the position of the judges, for he would not otherwise have asked him to 
assist in the publication of an essay. Actually, Spencer seems to imply that it 
had already been printed as a broadside or pamphlet, although no record of 
it is known to exist. Which Virginia paper, if any, JI sent the essay to re- 
mains a mystery. In any event, there were at the time three newspapers 
printed in Richmond, all bearing the name Virginia Gazette as part of their 
title. Brigham, American Newspapers, II, 1147, 1149-1150. 

James Iredell to Henry E. McCulloh 

Edenton Nov. 28 1783 

Dear Sir, 

I have been long prevented from writing to you by a very severe 
illness with which I was seized on my way to Hillsborough about 
the latter end of September, and from which I am but just recover- 
ing.1 I inclose you the copy of a Petition which I had prepared for 
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the Assembly, and in which Mr. Willie Jones had the goodness to 
desire to be joined, an offer I accepted of with the greatest pleasure. 
Fortunately (as I think it) from the non-attendance of Members 
no Session was made, and it is not probable now that any will be 
sooner than the usual annual meeting, which is appointed to be on 
the first Monday in April, tho' it seldom takes place in less than a 
fortnight after, and the Session most commonly holds till the latter 
end of May.2 Hillsborough is at present the appointed place for it. 
I had no chance of success, but upon the footing in which I have 
placed the application, and I have the pleasure to believe, that if 
they give you a compensation for the land sold, equal to the pur- 
chase money (which however I am sorry to say cannot be san- 
guinely expected) it will be more considerable than I had imagined. 
But I have very little hopes at the utmost of more than a restora- 
tion of what is unsold, which is still considerable. I did not apply 
for you becoming a Citizen, and leave to sue for your debts, for the 
constitution entitles you if you please to the former, and the latter 
cannot be with held without an express violation of the Treaty, 
which is more likely to be carried into effect by a general law than 
by a provision in particular instances, especially in yours as your 
debts <are of much consequence> affect the private Interest of 
too many. All your Friends whom I have applied to think you had 
better come here yourself, as you would have a greater chance of 
success by appearing in person. At the same time, you will con- 
sider there are strong prejudices to be withstood, and that your 
danger is among the [greatest?] not only from the general 
Illiberaltiy of People's sentiments, but from your Estate being of 
consequence enough to tempt both public and private avarice. I 
mean the danger of losing your Estate. I can't think your person 
would be in danger. 

It is distressing to be obliged to write in this manner but truth 
and ardour oblige me to do so. Nothing can be more unjust than 
these confiscations, but unfortunately there have been too many 
examples to countenence them. The spirit of the Country at present 
is not a liberal one. There is too much of the War temper prevailing 
for a time of Peace, and our only hope must be in the influence of 
time to produce a better disposition. God grant that you may feel 
good effects of such! 

I received your letter of the 17 of July3 which affected me very 
much as you thought it necessary to adjure me in so solemn a 
manner to render you all the service I could. God knows my heart 
is not so week as to prefer a time of prosperity to time of adversity 
for the service of a Friend. I shall certainly do every thing in my 
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power for your relief. My business is so circumstanced, that I can- 
not engage for a personal attendance at the Assembly which I 
know from former experience would be of no use to you, but I shall 
not fail in any other effort that I can make. 

If you fail of success here, I hope you will be able to secure some 
compensation in England, which is an object I would wish you 
never to lose sight of, from the great [. . .] you will incur of the 
application in this country proving unsuccessful. I beg you to 
believe me 

FC   (Johnson   Papers,   A&H).   In   JI's  hand:   "Copy  of a   Letter  to   Mr 
McCulloh." 

1 It would seem that JI had experienced a serious relapse from the illness 
he first described to Hannah Iredell in his letter of September 30, 1783, above. 
On November 30, Elizabeth Hogg wrote to her friend Helen "Nelly" Blair: 
"It was with pleasure, which I cannot express, I heard of Mr. Iredell's 
recovery. The pleasure I enjoyed at your house was greatly dampened by his 
illness and seeing Mrs Iredell, tho outwardly chearful, racked by his pain, 
but I hope it is all over now and if you all could be persuaded to move to 
Hillsborough I am confident you would enjoy such good health as I hope 
would make you not wish to leave it again." Iredell Papers, Duke. 

2 JI's enclosure, the petition, not found. The following year, at the spring 
session of the General Assembly, a petition in favor of McCulloh was presented 
by his cousin Benjamin McCulloch, with the support of such prestigious men 
as Samuel Johnston, Willie Jones, and William Hooper. Even so, it was 
rejected, as JI noted, to the "dimunition of their influence and popularity." 
JI to Henry E. McCulloh, June 15,1784, Johnson Papers, A&H. 

:{ Not found. 

James Iredell to Thomas Iredell, Sr. 

[ca. November, 1783] 

My dear and honoured Sir, 

< Ever since the happy conclusion of the peace I have been most 
anxious to convey a letter to you, but have never yet met with a 
direct or good opportunity. /[...] some [occasionally] during the 
war, but God knows [whether?] any of them ever reached you.> 
I wrote you a very hasty letter by a very sudden opportunity in 
Sept. last,1 the only one upon which I could have the least reliance 
since the peace, and during the war, though I sometimes [. . .] 
a letter, God knows if you ever received any. Soon after I wrote 
my last, I went from home in order to attend a distant Court, but 
on the road was seized with a most violent [. . .] which [. . .] very 
near put an end to my life, and from which I am just recovering. I 
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hope in God you still enjoy your usual share of health, and am 
most anxious to hear. 

I lately received a letter from my Mother dated the 28th. July,2 

and another from Arthur so late as the 18th August. They contain 
the melancholy information of my Brother Charles's death, who 
was mortally wounded in one of Sir Edward Hughes's Engage- 
ments, and died on the 13th July 1782. From the manner in which 
my brother Arthur speaks of him, I have the satisfaction to find 
he had behaved with particular duty and attention to my Mother, 
and had greatly endeared himself by his affectionate behaviour to 
his Brothers, which makes his loss very affecting, and it is still 
more so as we had heard of his keeping safe in two very long 
engagements before. 

My Mother is living in London, but in what manner supported I 
cannot imagine. Arthur has been fortunate in his introduction into 
life hitherto, but his profession seems to place him too much in the 
power of others. Had he not taken orders, he might have now come 
and lived with me in this country with the greatest advantage, 
which was an object I had long had in view, but from the un- 
certainty of my surviving the war I could not sanguinely hope to 
see a [....] 

About Tom is my greatest uneasiness. I have reason to believe 
he is a young man of fine natural parts and great goodness of 
spirit, but unfortunately he has had little education, and his 
present situation (lieutenancy in Marines) in time of peace, is 
what does not at all please me as it affords no prospect of an inde- 
pendent [settlement?] and is too strong a temptation to pleasure 
and dissipation. His health also I find has suffered a good deal. I 
am now balancing whether I should send for him to me. Could I 
persuade myself he was now capable of sufficient application to 
recover from some of his present disadvantage and to study my 
profession under me, I would do it instantly and should rejoice in 
such an opportunity to serve him. The profession of law [. . .] in 
this Country, is a very good one. There is no such thing as the 
prospect of making a great fortune in it, but where a Person is 
successful it is very advantageous, and will give genteel support. I 
have the satisfaction to assure you that I have a share of business 
equal to any Lawyer in the Country, and if it please God to spare 
my life and health I hope my circumstances for the future will be 
less embarrassed than they as yet have uniformly been. 

You appear to be extremely displeased at my discovering such 
taste for politicks, fearing (as I know your kindness suggested) 
that it might be a means of my neglecting my private affairs, and 
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perhaps being guilty of some dishonour in the exercise of my 
Office. <[...] / believe it ivas here that I did suffer my warmest 
of my passions to carry me to an indiscreet attachment to some 
subjects of public concern (in which however my most deliberate 
judgments, contrary to every propriety of private Interest com- 
pelled me to [. . .]). > As to the first, I might be in some measure 
guilty of some imprudence; but permit me to assure you, that warm 
as my zeal certainly was, and fixed upon the most deliberate 
judgment as my principles were, I perceived the honour of my 
situation sacred, and took no part in public concerns till long after 
every vestige of British Government was destroyed in this Coun- 
try, and it appeared to be every Man was fairly at liberty to chuse 
his side. Then indeed I avowed my principles, and acted upon them. 
But permit me the [. . .] to say that in so doing I uniformly and 
conscientiously acted as I thought right. I gave way to no popular 
clamour, nor any act of private injustice that had [. . .], and not 
reason to support it. And I pride myself the truth of this assertion, 
that though I never was guilty of the least party [...], nor tempted 
to express my real sentiments how opposite so ever to the popular 
cry of the day, yet I have had the good fortune to secure the general 
esteem and confidence of the People, of which I have on many 
occasions received very pleasing and honorable proof. 

I should not have troubled you with such detail, but that I still 
in some measure feel the sting of [. . .] letter I once had the mis- 
fortune to receive from you,3 and there is nothing I can more 
highly value than your good opinion, which I shall be at all times 
most solicitious to obtain. 

Hitherto we have not begun to enjoy many of the blessings of 
Peace in this Country, and during the war my circumstances were 
greatly distressed, every means of supporting my office and my 
profession giving way at once, so that I have been necessarily 
obliged to contract some debts, which are not however very heavy, 
and from which I hope to extricate myself without much difficulty. 
But I have great reason to regret it, as it has disabled me from 
assisting my Mother as I could wish. I have been only able to send 
her the small sum of 20 Guineas, which I did in September, but I 
shall endeavour to remit her annually, if possible, about 60. God 
knows, how anxious my heart is to assist her and my Brothers, and 
nothing but the limited means in my power shall ever prevent me. 

I hope to have the happiness of keeping up a regular correspon- 
dence with you. As the most ready way of doing it, I take the 
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liberty to recommend you sending letters to Charleston, with 
directions for them to be put in the post office there, and then 
directed to me "at Edenton in No. Carolina" will undoubtedly 
find me. 

FC  (Johnson  Papers,  A&H).  Internal evidence suggests the letter was 
written shortly before JI to Thomas Iredell, Jr., December 31, 1783, below. 

1 Not found. 
2 Not found. 
3 It is not clear what letter from Thomas Iredell, Sr., that JI speaks of. If 

the former wrote to his nephew at any time during the war, or indeed ever 
responded to this or any subsequent letter, there is no record of it. See JI to 
Thomas Iredell, Sr., February 23,1786, McRee, Iredell, 134-137. 

Catharine Macartney to James Iredell 

Richmond 17th. Dec. 1783 

Sir 

I return you a great Many thanks for the favour of your 
Obliging letter1 from Edenton, which Mrs Iredell sent me. The 
affection you express for her she is very deserving of, I assure you, 
and that Your admiration would be considerably increased could 
You (as I) have been the near witness of the amazing fortitude 
with which she has supported a Weight of misery which threatened 
to overwhelm her. So Large a portion of it should not have been 
her portion had my power to support her been equal to my incli- 
nation to do so, but I am Thankful to Heaven for having permitted 
me now and then to give her some assistance and for making her 
Virtues and suffering known to Lord Macartney to interest him 
in her. Your best thanks are due to your Uncle2 who upon my 
representing to him the distressed situation his Brother's Widow 
and Sons were in, very kindly and generously relieved them as 
soon as he could. Your brother Arthur does great credit to my 
recommendation of him to Mr Crewe, whose favours I flatter my 
self Will be of service to him. I am very glad that you are happily 
settled. You have my sincere good Wishes for Your long enjoyment 
of health and prosperity, and I must request that you Would be- 
lieve me as I am With great regard Sir your obliged humble 
servant 

Cath Macartney 
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May I advise you to make my compliments acceptable to Mrs 
Iredell. 

RC (Iredell Papers, Duke). Endorsed "Ansd. June 15. 1784." JI's reply not 
found. 

» JI to Catharine Macartney, ca. August 1, 1783, above. 
2 Thomas Iredell, Sr. 

James Iredell to Margaret Iredell 

Edenton No. Carolina, Dec. 31st. 1783. 

My dear Mother, 

Since my last letter to you we have had the satisfaction to receive 
yours of the 2d. Oct.,1 a letter of so late a date as quite surprised 
and pleased me, it being what for so many years I have been 
unfortunately deprived of. Neither had I much jealousy at its 
being wrote to Mrs. Iredell, and not to me, tho' I wished for a few 
lines to myself also, but Mrs. Iredell thought I had great reason 
to be satisfied, and as I could not well asign a cause for not being 
so I pretty well reconciled myself to it. We are very glad the hams 
pleased you, and only regret the quantity was not larger, which 
was owing to the opportunity not being foreseen; but as nothing 
can be more agreeable than making little presents to one's Friends, 
we will endeavour another time to put it more in your power to 
enjoy that satisfaction. 

The circumstances that you and my Brother Arthur mentioned 
of my dear Brother Charles affected me extremely, and renewed in 
a most sensible manner all my grief for his loss. Thank God, that 
he was so worthy, a consolation, my dear Mother, that you must 
continually think of, as suggesting the happy change for himself 
produced by the event so lamentable to us. And surely for his sake 
we cannot regret that he is removed from a scene of so much care 
and trouble and misery as most People, and few more than our 
own unfortunate Family have found this world to be. This is the 
only alleviation I can think of of a calamity that is indeed very 
severe, and accompanied with circumstances that make it in- 
expressibly affecting. I hope in God, my dear Mother, for the sake 
of those who survive, and to whom you are so dear, that you will 
suffer such consolatory reflexions to move you, and restore you by 
degrees to as serene a state of mind as possible. Your dear Daugh- 
ter joins earnestly in this hope, cherishing her connexion with you 
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with the tenderest respect and affection, and anxiously solicitous 
for every thing that can contribute to the mutual happiness of us 
all. I inclose you a Power of Attorney to receive what I may be 
entitled to on my dear Brother's account, and which I beg you 
to accept of for your own use. You will distress me if you attempt 
sending any present by way of return either to Mrs. Iredell or me. 
For God's sake do not, except for your picture, if you can afford it, 
which we greatly desire to have. We can get every thing we have 
occasion for here, and I had much rather, if you have any thing to 
share, that you would let Tom have it than me who have no want 
of it. 

I have been extremely uneasy about my Brother Tom. I know 
how ruinous and dangerous his present situation is, and how 
paltry a prospect it affords of a solid provision hereafter, which a 
young Man ought constantly to have in view. And I see nothing 
else that can be done for him in England, where money is indis- 
pensably necessary for every thing. In this Country I have only 
one way of serving him, that of my own profession, if he can have 
steadiness and constancy to apply to it with the necessary assi- 
duity, and it will require a great deal, and some years before it is 
possible he can be distinguished. If he thinks however he can 
submit to this, and is desirous to come to me, I will receive him 
with open arms, and can assure him of every thing he can expect 
from the most affectionate of Brothers, and I may add of Sisters, 
for it is my pride to say that Mrs. Iredell seems to love and interest 
herself in my Relations as if they were her own. If he will apply 
to the study, his success in it in this Country is certain, and he 
may promise himself hereafter a very genteel income. In the mean 
time he shall live with me, which will be very little additional 
expense and that well repaid by the satisfaction. I shall reap from 
it and the prospect of seeing him, and it may be his power also to 
be serviceable to me, as I very much want a young Man whom I 
can rely upon to act occasionally as a Clerk. I have been applied 
to to take several young Gentlemen, but refused it, and not alto- 
gether without a view to Tom, hoping that he might by this method 
if no other way was likely to serve him. If you and he and Arthur 
approve of this scheme, he may come as soon as he pleases, but let 
him first resign his station in the Army, and take care to bring 
no Regimentals with him, which might occasion some little preju- 
dice among a People whose minds are not yet entirely easy. If he 
should incline to come, he would be fortunate in being in time to 
accompany Mr. Black. If Mr. Black should have left England I 
should wish him to come to James River in Virginia, and land 
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either at Norfolk or Portsmouth, from whence it is only about 80 
miles here. If he should go to Norfolk let him apply to Mr. Alexan- 
der Diack a Merchant there, and who upon knowing him to be my 
Brother would be very ready to assist him. If Mr. Black should 
have left England, and Tom not be able to take his passage in the 
month of April, he had better defer it till the Fall, as August and 
September are our principal sickly months here, although of late 
years they have not been near so sickly as formerly. And in this 
case, let him be careful not to sail so as to be on the American Coast 
sooner than the latter end of October, or beginning of November.2 

I enclose Letters for Arthur and Tom. Let me hope you will have 
the goodness to write as often as possible, and be particular about 
every thing, especially yourself, and your means of support, which 
I am at a loss to conjecture. I look out from post to post with the 
greatest anxiety for letters from you, one as soon as I receive it 
making me earnestly wish for another, as my thoughts and atten- 
tions are almost always present with you. Would to God it was in 
my power to go and see you; it would be the greatest happiness I 
could enjoy, and what I frequently wish it was in my power to 
accomplish; but it is impossible for me to quit my business here, 
which is indeed too valuable to be slighted, and will not permit 
even a short absence from the Country. You are very good in 
having so earnest a desire to see your Daughter. I wish you could; 
you would like her infinitely better than you can from any report 
or imagination. But how can I part with her across the Seas! I 
should rejoice to attend her, but her going without me is imprac- 
ticable. Would to god however we could meet! But I see at present 
only one way of effecting it; and that is, if, as you once flattered 
me, you could bless me with a sight of you in this Country. This 
would make me happy indeed, but is, I fear too much to hope for. 

Many, many most happy years to you! Look forward, my dear 
Mother, rather than to the past. Think of Arthur, who is such an 
ornament to us. Rely on every thing that is possible to be done by 
me. Reflect with pleasure and hope on the good qualities of 
Thomas, who is very near my heart, and shall ever experience 
from me the tenderest affection. I hope we shall all exert ourselves 
to make you in every respect easy and happy. Be assured, I shall 
never fail to do so who am, my dearest Mother, with the greatest 
truth, your most dutiful and affectionate Son 

Jas Iredell 

FC (Johnson Papers, A&H). In JPs hand: "Copy of a Letter to my Mother." 

1 Not found. 
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2 Thomas Iredell, Jr., arrived in North Carolina by mid-September, 1784, if 
not earlier. McRee, Iredell, II, 110. 

James Iredell to Arthur Iredell 

Edenton N.C. Dec. 31st. 1783 

My dear Brother, 

Your sister and I had the greatest satisfaction to receive your 
letters of the 20th. Aug.1 and lately a letter from my Mother so 
late as the 2d. Oct. As we no sooner get one good thing than we 
wish for another I have ever since been looking out for the par- 
ticular letter you promised me in a few days but it has not yet 
come to hand. I had heard before by letter from my Mother of poor 
Charles's death, an event I had long foreboded and it affected me 
extremely. Some circumstances in your letter which I had not 
heard before renewed all my affliction, and gave it if possible more 
melencholy scope. Good God! What poor creeping Mortals are we, 
enjoying happiness for the most part only by snatches, and prin- 
cipally the sport of Misfortune! I had long heard no particulars of 
him, and the amiable character you give him tho' it makes the 
consideration of his life more affecting, yet it is a great measure 
also ever to alleviate it with the consolation of reflecting on the 
probability of his condition being infinitely more happy than our 
happiest. But Heaven grant! the rest of us may long keep together, 
and by every possible mutual exertion I have to soften the heavy 
misfortunes we have sustained. 

I have long been very uneasy about Tom, knowing how anxious 
and dangerous his present situation is, and the futility of any 
prospect of it being mended in his present line, or in any other in 
a Country where nothing is to be done without money. If he could 
submit to study my profession under me here, when he was quali- 
fied to practice his success would be certain in this Country, and 
in the mean time I could [maintain] him without much additional 
expense, which would be recompensed not only by the satisfaction 
of having him with me and the prospect of aiding him, but by 
services he would have in his power to render me, as I want some- 
body very much to assist me in writing, and I have declined the 
offers of several young gentl. who wanted to study with me with 
some view to Tom if he chose to do it. I have wrote to my Mother 
fully about it, and shall to Tom. You who are on the spot must but 
judge. Consider me as wishing in the first place his prosperity as 
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of most consequence, and that if this plan should be judged eligible 
it would be a means of adding to my happiness. 

Your sister has joined me in her confidence, and we have had 
a good deal of talk about you and your [Amanda] who I dare say 
is a very lovely young lady, but conceiving already an affection for 
her we are not half pleased at your concealing her real name, and 
giving only the poetical one. We hope you will rectify this lapse 
the first opportunity, if it were only that we might have the satis- 
faction of drinking her health sometimes, for in an office of that 
kind we would not wish for the least interference of [. . . .] You 
must be sure to give us the progress, as well as the commence- 
ment of your amour, and your prospect of success, about which you 
say not one word but in such general terms as give little satisfac- 
tion. Next time reflect we want to know every thing about you and 
the young Lady concerning how interesting and painful your 
present situation must be, and anxious to watch the least prospect 
of an agreeable change. Your manner of life, your duty, an account 
of the Family you are with &c—all these things we are very 
desirous to know, and tho' perhaps least interesting to you be 
assured they will be more so to us. 

I am concerned to find you had thoughts of purchasing some of 
[Burrow's?] reports for me. I hope it is not too late to forbid you. 
I know it is impossible you can afford to lie out of the money, and 
remember I shall consider myself highly accountable for every 
shilling. I take here the support of you and your Amanda's pros- 
pects. So that if you have not yet bought them I beseech you do not. 

FC (Johnson Papers, A&H). In JTs hand: "Imperfect Copy of a letter to my 
Brother Arthur." 

1 JI probably means Arthur Iredell's letter of August 18, 1783, above. 

James Iredell to Thomas Iredell, Jr. 

Edenton N Co. Dec. 31st. 1783 

My dear Brother 

I had lately the satisfaction of receiving a letter from my Mother 
of so late a date as the 2d. Oct. and rejoice at the account of your 
being then in good health. The loss of our dear Brother Charles, 
which has affected me very deeply, renders you and Arthur if 
possible dearer to me, and my anxiety about both of you is in- 
creased, trusting in the goodness of God that this is the last shock 
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of the kind that I have the misfortune to feel. Severe and painful 
it has been. I have had some alarms about your health, but hope 
the cause has in great measure ceased, and that you will take every 
precaution in your power to preserve a life so valuable to our 
poor Mother and us. I have thought a great deal about your situa- 
tion, knowing how distressing it must be at present, from the want 
of money, and seeing no other way you can have a prospect of 
pursuing [. . .] in England. This has made her think of your 
coming to me, but there is only one way in which I can engage to 
serve you, and in that I can if you are inclined to it—my own 
profession, which requires a great deal of attention and assiduity, 
and is at first very dry and disagreeable, but as People advance in 
it, it grows less so, and if they have the fortitude to persevere and 
abilities to comprehend the object, the success in this Country is 
certain. You must be sensible of the disadvantage you have [...], 
your education being stopt short of that it is absolutely necessary 
you should do all you can to repair it. Your future prosperity 
depends upon it, and America affords a fine field to encourage 
Men of Industry and [Genius]. If you therefore can reconcile 
yourself to studying closely 2 or 3 years under me, and afterwards 
continuing to study as much as possible (for this is necessary), you 
may come to me as soon as you please, and your Sister and I will 
rejoice in receiving you. You shall live with me till you are quali- 
fied to provide for yourself, which will be little additional expense 
and amply compensated by the pleasure of your Company and the 
prospect of serving you will give me, and in the meantime you 
may be useful to me, as I have no person to assist in writing, 
having declined the offers of several young Gentlemen with some 
hope of one day having you with me. In case of your approving 
this prospect, and my Mother and Arthur to both of whom I have 
wrote, I have advised my Mother particularly as to your coming 
over, but you must not attempt it at any rate without entirely 
getting rid of your Commission, and throwing aside your regi- 
mentals, as the temper of our People will not yet even bear the 
appearance of a British Officer among them. You may rely upon 
meeting with the most affectionate reception from me and Mrs. 
Iredell and all her connexions and every exertion shall be made 
that possibly can be for your prosperity and happiness. 

FC (Iredell Papers, Duke). In JPs hand: "Imperfect copy of a letter to my 
Brother Tom Dec. 31st 1783." 
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Abbington. See Abingdon 
Abingdon (Abbington), Lord: 41, 350 
Adams, [John]: 201 
Addison, Captain: commands boat against 

loyalists, 251; mentioned, 453 
Addison, [Joseph]: is quoted, 459 
Albemarle Sound: British activity in 

area of, is feared, 225ed n-226ed n; 
crossing of, mentioned, 62 

Alexander, Mr.: 434 
Allen, Mrs.: is expelled from Wilmington, 

327; mentioned, 328, 329 
Allen, Marlow and Company ("Allen 

Marlar and Co.," "Allen Manlar and 
Co."): 164,166,382 

Allen, Nathaniel ("Nat"): is engaged, 
209n; is executor of Joseph Hewes's 
estate, 135n; mentioned, 116, 133, 163, 
177, 209, 218, 232, 248, 252, 257, 266, 
267, 268, 293, 316, 336, 353, 376 

Allen, Mrs. Nathaniel (Mary Granbery): 
232, 239, 241, 244, 245, 251, 256, 353. 
See also Granbery, Mary 

"Allen, Shadrack's": British are reported- 
ly at, 278 

Allen Manlar and Co. See Allen, Marlow 
and Company 

Allen Marlar and Co. See Allen, Marlow 
and Company 

Alston, John: 166 
Amis, Mr.: 385, 387 
Anderson, Miss: 415 
Andrews, Samuel: identified, 402n; is 

exempted from pardon and oblivion act, 
401 

Anlony, O. H.: 408 
Annual Registers: 426 
Arbuthnot, Admiral: 213 
Armand, Charles (Colonel): commands 

corps at Battle of Camden, 172; identi- 
fied, 160n; mentioned, 159 

Armitree, Mr.: 359 
Armstrong, Mr.: 314 
Armstrong, John (General): identified, 

94n; mentioned, 93 
Arnold, Benedict: is reported headed for 

Halifax, 240; mentioned, 205, 211ed n, 
213, 235, 350; plans to attack Albemarle 
Sound area, 225ed n-226ed n 

Articles of Confederation: Abner Nash 
criticizes, 372; Hugh Williamson criti- 
cizes, 377; mentioned, 224n, 318ed n, 
377ed n 

Ash, [Samuel Ashe?]: 235 

Ashe, J.: H. E. McCulloh asks aid of, 384 
Ashe, John: dies from British maltreat- 

ment, 296ed n 
Ashe, John Baptista (Colonel): 179, 287, 

301,302,304,392 
Ashe (Ash), Mrs. [John Baptista?]: 172, 

179 
Ashe, Samuel (Judge): is court judge, 120, 

121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 145, 152, 185, 
186, 187, 189, 190; is mentioned as 
possible governor, 388; mentioned, 
24ed n, 102, 191, 211, 330, 361, 465; 
orders detention of suspected loyalists, 
434 

Ashe's Mill Creek: is site of Rutherford's 
mills, 264n 

Assault: 188. See also Crimes and result- 
ing legal actions 

"Atticus": political essay of, mentioned, 
466 

Attorney general (N.C.): salary of, 168ed 
n, 321 

Augusta (Ga.): is raided, 176 
Austria ("Court of Vienna"): favors Great 

Britain, 238 
Avery, Waightstill ("the Attorney Gen- 

eral"): mentioned, 25, 28, 30, 82, 82n; 
resigns attorney generalship, 85n, 102 

B 

.: 84 Badham,  
Baker, Lawrence (Laurence): is trustee of 

Smith's Academy, 33led n; mentioned, 
4,351 

Ballard's Bridge: 145 
[Bankers?] (Outer Bankers?): are to 

prepare boats for use against loyalists, 
252 

Barker, Penelope Craven (Mrs. Thomas 
Barker): mentioned, 67; plans to leave 
Edenton, 84 

Barker, Thomas ("Old Barker"): dis- 
cussed, 68n; mentioned, 67, 177, 195, 
227, 235, 243, 271,272,272n 

Barker, Mrs. Thomas. See Barker, Penel- 
ope Craven 

Barren, Mrs.: marries, 149 
Bateman, Captain: commands boat against 

loyalists, 251; mentioned, 58 
Bateman, Jeremiah: is accused of murder, 

120-121 
Bateman, Nehemiah: is alleged assault 

victim, 37 
Batteman, Nehemiah: is Edenton mer- 

chant, 216n 
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Bayard v. Singleton: 451n 
Beaufort (S.C.): 308 
Bell, Mr.: 220,221 
Benbury, Thomas (General): is court 

judge, 37; mentioned, 183, 266, 376, 388, 
389ed n; receives instructions from 
people of Chowan County, 446-451 

Bennehan (Bennihan), Richard: identi- 
fied, 9n-10n; mentioned, 7, 8, 385, 386, 
387 

Bennehan (Bennihan): Mrs. Richard: 7, 
8,355 

Bennett (Bennet), Mr.: 118, 236, 326, 327 
Bennihan. See Bennehan 
Benson, Mr.: 87, 90 
Benson, Mrs.: 256 
Betsey: 324n 
Bibliotheca Legum: is requested by JI, 426 
Bignall (Bignal), Robert: identified, 235n; 

mentioned, 234 
Black, : 147 
Black, Alexander: brother of, mentioned, 

270, 271; death of mother and sister of, 
mentioned, 363; identified, 215n; letter 
of, 243, 270; mentioned, 180, 215, 227, 
229, 233, 247, 252, 269, 272, 273, 314, 
317, 333, 335, 391, 399, 424, 426, 429, 
459, 460, 474, 475 

Blackstock, Mrs.: 408 
Blackstone, William: his "Reports of 

cases . . . ," mentioned, 463-464 
Bladen County: loyalist activity in, 296 
Blair, Billy: 13, 44, 84, 110, 183, 184, 207, 

240, 241, 242, 247, 256, 266, 267, 293, 
309 

Blair, George, Jr.: 12, 183, 247 
Blair, Helen ("Nelly," "little Madcap 

Niece," Miss Blair, Mistress Blair): is 
advised by JI, 87-90; letter of, 13, 111, 
347, 363, 390, 408; letter to, 63, 72, 87, 
94, 96, 98, 104, 105, 152, 169, 170, 174, 
181, 193, 203, 231, 254, 274, 279, 347, 
387, 389, 391, 404; marries Samuel 
Tredwell, 169n; mentioned, 4-457 
passim; note to, 286 

Blair, Jean Johnston ("your Sister," 
"your Mama"): evacuates family to 
Windsor, 226-227; letter of, 12, 44, 84, 
96, 119, 183, 203, 224, 226, 234, 239, 240, 
241, 244, 245, 246, 250, 254, 255, 265, 
266, 268, 274, 279, 309, 314, 315, 318, 
325; mentioned, 5, 6, 43, 99, 156, 157, 
169, 193, 207, 254, 276, 282, 284, 285, 
290,291,355,360,398 

Blair, Margaret ("Peggy"): 30, 184, 239, 
309 

Blair, Sammy ("S. Blair," "Sam"): 12, 44, 
110, 184, 239, 243, 247, 256, 268, 279, 
309,315,316,318 

Blair, Tommy: 265, 276 
Blake, Mr.: 310 
Blonde: 208 
Bloodworth, Thomas (Colonel): identi- 

fied, 445n; mentioned, 444 
Blount, Mrs.: 58 
Blount, Anne Griffith (Mrs. Wilson 

Blount): 29,34 
Blount, Barbara Gray (Barbara Gray, 

Mrs. Jacob Blount): 151n 
Blount, Benjamin: serves on grand jury, 

15 
Blount, Captain: 303 
Blount, Jacob: identified, 15In; mention- 

ed, 149 
Blount, Mrs. Jacob. See Blount, Barbara 

Gray 
Blount, John: 436 
Blount, Richard ("Rd. Blount"): H. E. 

McCulloh asks aid of, 385 
Blount, Thomas: letter to, 435 
Blount, W.: 82 
Blount, William: leaves Continental Con- 

gress, 366n-367n, 372; mentioned, 377ed 
n 

Blount, Wilson: 25, 29, 34, 35, 150, 197, 
198,361 

Blount, Mrs. Wilson. See Blount, Anne 
Griffith 

Blount Hall: is home of Jacob Blount, 
151n 

Blufort. See Buford 
Board of War (N.C.): briefly identified, 

219n; mentioned, 177 
Bond, Mr.: 220, 221 
Bond, Charity: identified, lOOn; marries, 

99 
Bond, Henry: is Edenton merchant, 216n; 

mentioned, 99 
Bond, Nance ("N. Bond"): 284, 285, 286 
Bond, William: lOOn 
Bondfield, Charles: is elected clerk of 

Edenton court, 3 
Bonner, John: is accused of assault, 37 
Booth, Mr.: 35 
Bordeaux (France) ("Bohrdaux"): 348 
Boritz. See Borritz 
Borritz (Boritz), William (Captain): boat 

of, is used against loyalists, 252; men- 
tioned, 226ed n, 408 

Boston (Mass.): French aid arrives at, 
299; French fleet reportedly refits at, 
349; ships with clothing arrive at, 237, 
238 



INDEX 481 

Boston Tea Party: 76 
Botar, Captain: 230 
Boyd, : 206 
Boyd, Mr.: 70 
Boyd, Adam: identified, 293n; mentioned, 

291 
Brewster, Dr.: marriage of, mentioned, 

390, 390n, 391; mentioned, 452, 453 
Brice,____: is detained as loyalist, 433- 

434; mentioned, 336 
Bridgewater Canal (England): 441 
Brimage. See Brimmage 
Brimmage (Brimage), [William]: 375, 

376,442 
Brimmage (Brimage), Mrs. [WilliamJ : 

267,442 
Brinckley, Peter: indictment of, men- 

tioned, 286-287 
British government: change in policies of, 

mentioned, 345; debates in, mentioned, 
335; election, 202; is criticized by H. E. 
McCulloh, 71; is criticized for thinking 
reconciliation possible, 350 

British land forces ("the English"): are 
feared approaching Wilmington, 161; 
are feared headed for Edenton, 84, 203; 
atrocities and outrages of, mentioned, 
177, 244-245; attempt seizure of Kings- 
ton magazine, 234; desertion of, men- 
tioned, 176; land at Norfolk, Va., 85ed 
n; land at Portsmouth, Va., 85ed n; 
land in Virginia, 92; mutiny at Ports- 
mouth, Va., 225; occupy Halifax, 239, 
240; occupy Suffolk, Va., 85ed n; occupy 
Wilmington, 206; provisions arrive for, 
193; reap wheat at Rutherford's plan- 
tation, 263; reportedly fortify Ports- 
mouth, Va., 84 

British naval forces: battle French in 
Chesapeake Bay, 219; battle French off 
Virginia capes, 220; blockade Philadel- 
phia, 234, 349; clash with French in 
East Indies, 411-412; reportedly land 
troops in Virginia, 184 

Broad Creek: 147 
Broad River: 204, 205 
Brooks, Stephen: 186 
Brown, : 28 
Brown, (of Bladen): 297 
Brown, Mr.: 408 
Brownrigg, John: 146 
Brownrigg, Richard: 146, 166, 168 
Brownrigg, Sarah. See Meredith, Sarah 
Brunswick: 156 
Brunswick County: 296 
Bryan, (of Johnston County): 327 

Bryan, Mr.: 272 
Bryan, Mrs.: 4, 143, 144, 147, 
Bryan, General: house of, is burned, 282; 

mill of, is burned, 281 
Bryan's ordinary: 106 
Bryant, : 346 
Buchanan, I.: 220 
Buford, Abraham ("Colo. Blufort"): 

identified, 174n; mentioned, 173, 176, 
179 

Buncombe, Edward: 393n 
Buncombe, Tom: 393, 393n 
Burgess, : 330 
Burglary: 187. See also Crimes and 

resulting legal actions 
Burgoyne, [John] (General): mentioned, 

208; surrender of, mentioned, 398 
Burgwin, John: is restored citizenship, 

68n; issues affidavit supporting H. E. 
McCulloh, 70-71; mentioned, 49, 69, 
164,454 

Burke, [Edmund]: 202, 413n, 426 
Burke (Bourke), Thomas (Governor, 

Doctor) ("Dr. B."): activities while 
governor, discussed, 274n; capture of, 
discussed, 294-295, 295ed n-296ed n; 
capture of, mentioned, 296-297, 298; 
comes to support strong central govern- 
ment, 223n-224n; does not seek second 
gubernatorial term, 355n; escape of, 
discussed, 296ed n, 326; escape of, 
mentioned, 298, 327n; is authorized to 
establish oyer and terminer courts, 
274n; is elected governor, 265n; is men- 
tioned as possible governor, 388; is to 
offer pardon to loyalists, 288; letter of, 
332; letter to, 273, 354, 436; mentioned, 
82, 161n, 175, 210, 218, 223, 264-293 
passim, 360, 374, 387, 400, 416n; orders 
out Orange County militia, 281; plans 
actions against loyalists, 292; proposes 
establishing courts of oyer and termi- 
ner, 273; reported escape of, is dis- 
credited, 305; resumes governorship, 
332n 

Burke, Mrs. Thomas: 291, 292 
Burke County: British retreat from, 175 
Burrows, James: 439, 477 
Burton, Robert (Colonel): identified, 289n; 

mentioned, 289, 292, 298, 321 
Burton, Mrs. Robert: 321 
Bute, [Earl of] ("Lord Bute"): 348, 349n 
Bute County: described, 6-7; is promoted 

as healthy place, 42; Warren County is 
formed from, llOn 

Butler, General: 176, 297, 298, 306 
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Butler, Major: 221 
Butler, Pierce: identified, 215n; letter of, 

213, 229, 307, 316, 323, 333, 349, 397; 
property of, is destroyed, 397 

Butler, Mrs. Pierce: 335, 350, 398 

Cabarrus, [Stephen] : family of, men- 
tioned, 233; mentioned, 44, 199, 250, 
348; uncle of, mentioned, 348 

Cabarrus, Mrs. [Stephen]: 240, 266 
Cadiz (Spain): expedition against Mi- 

norca sails from, 299; ships from, ar- 
rive with clothing, 237, 238 

Cambridge. See Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge 

Camden (N.C.): identified, 92n 
Camden (S.C.): 172, 232, 237, 301 
Camden, Battle of: discussed, 172, 174n; 

mentioned, 303 
Campbell, Mr.: 434 
Campbell, Colonel: is killed at Eutaw 

Springs, 304 
Campbell, Samuel: family of, mentioned, 

336; mentioned, 330 
Campbell, William: 328 
Campbellton. See Cross Creek 
Canada:334 
Cape-Fear Mercury: 293n 
Cape Fear River: capture of Wilmington 

gives British control of, 206n 
Caps, William: is accused of counter- 

feiting, 121 
Captains, ship. See Addison; Bateman; 

Borritz; Botar; Clarke; Dawe; Evans; 
Finch; Gale; Gansel; Gibbon, John; 
Martin; Meredith; Miles; Sawyer; 
Smith; Waters 

Cards: reference to playing of, 461 
Carlisle Commission: JI writes open letter 

to, 45-48; mentioned, 48ed n 
Carmichael, Mr.: 358, 456 
Carrington, James: is defendant in court 

case, 50-51 
Carruthers, Mrs.: 360 
Cary, Miss: 234 
Cashie River ("Cashy"): loyalist raids 

up, are feared, 248 
Cashy River. See Cashie River 
Caswell, Richard (Governor, General): 

accepts JPs resignation as superior 
court judge, 36; appoints JI temporary 
attorney general, 98; calls for assembly 
meeting at Hillsborough, 41; describes 
William Savage, 29n;  H. E. McCulloh 

asks aid of, 384; is defeated for gov- 
ernorship, 389ed n; is elected speaker 
of Senate, 389ed n; is involved in land 
dispute with JI, 14; is mentioned as 
possible governor, 388; issues JPs 
commission as attorney general, 127; 
JI submits resignation as superior 
court judge to, 34; letter of, 36, 85; 
letter to, 14, 32, 38, 59, 101; mentioned, 
25, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 55, 56ed n-57ed n, 
102, 152n, 373, 381, 407; offers to ap- 
point JI attorney general, 85; tells S.C. 
governor not to expect more N.C. troops, 
85edn 

Caswell's barge: is used against loyalists, 
252 

Cathcart, [Margaret] ("Miss Peggy," 
"Miss P"): marriage of, mentioned, 262; 
mentioned, 61, 62, 65, 100, 144, 148, 149, 
227, 227n, 231, 236, 248 

Catherine the Great ("Empress of Rus- 
sia"): Charles Dana is appointed minis- 
ter to, 201; refuses to receive Charles 
Dana, 202n 

Chapel Hill: selection of, as site for state 
university, mentioned, 199n 

Charles II (of England): 48 
Charles III (of Spain): is toasted by 

Edentonians, 27n 
Charleston (S.C.) (Charlestown, Cha's- 

town, Chastown, Chas. Town): British 
evacuation of, discussed, 361; British 
evacuation of, mentioned, 362; British 
in, expect siege, 330; British occupation 
of, mentioned, 215; Cornwallis report- 
edly arrives at, 192, 193, 194; fall of, 
discussed, 154, 160; fall of, mentioned, 
151n, 156, 158, 159; is falsely reported 
that French conquer, 196; is praised as 
healthy spot, 398; is scene of anti- 
loyalist activity, 433; is thought desti- 
nation of General Clinton, 54-55; men- 
tioned, 262, 263, 287, 288, 364; news- 
papers from, contain accounts of grow- 
ing peace prospects, 345; siege of, dis- 
cussed, 141, 149 

Charlotte: British occupy, 175; British 
suffer losses entering, 176; mentioned, 
172, 182; sale of public lots in, is to 
benefit school, 332ed n 

Charlton, [Abigail] (Mrs. Jasper Charl- 
ton): 62, 63, 64, 184, 224, 255, 256, 298 

Charlton, Jasper: is trustee of Smith's 
Academy, 33 led n; letter of, 262, 298; 
mentioned, 4, 54, 62, 63, 64, 105, 147, 
184, 191, 224, 255, 256, 265, 268, 310, 
319,326 
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Charlton, Mrs. Jasper. See Charlton, 
[Abigail] 

Chatham, Earl of: his plan of accom- 
modation, mentioned, 46 

Chatsworth (England): 441 
Chesapeake Bay: mentioned, 228, 289n; 

naval fighting in, mentioned, 219 
Cheshire County (England): described, 

441 
Chowan County: citizens of, instruct 

General Assembly representatives, 446- 
451; JI to commissioners of confiscation 
for, 165-166 

Christ Church (Philadelphia): 135n 
Clark, : 266,267 
Clark, Elijah (Colonel): 176 
Clark, [Janet McKenzie] : brother of, 

mentioned, 242; mentioned, 239, 241, 
242, 245, 310 

Clark, Thomas (Colonel): identified, 160n- 
161n; mentioned, 31n, 160, 218, 278, 
282, 284, 285, 286, 293, 326, 328, 329, 
344,361,417 

Clark, Mrs. Thomas: 361, 417 
Clarke, Captain: 347 
Clayton, : 336 
Cleveland, [Benjamin]: 176 
Clinton, [George] (Governor): 334 
Clinton, Henry (General): is feared pre- 

paring for South Carolina invasion, 
56ed n; mentioned, 54, 160, 226ed n, 
228, 261, 300; movements of, at New 
York, mentioned, 238; reportedly evacu- 
ates New York, 299; reportedly plans 
Delaware expedition, 228 

Clitherow, James: publishes Blackstone 
work, 464 

Cobham, : 208 
Cogdell, Richard: H. E. McCulloh asks 

aid of, 384; identified, 157n; mentioned, 
155,156,158,213,281,417 

College of New Jersey (Princeton Col- 
lege): 318edn, 359n, 442 

College of Philadelphia: 106n 
Collet, [John] : his 1770 map, mentioned, 

9n,31n 
Collins, Josiah ("Captain" Collins): is 

executor of Robert Smith estate, 33led 
n; mentioned, 192, 194, 195, 252, 314, 
331, 357, 358, 399, 404, 421n; serves on 
grand jury, 15 

Colonial Inn ("most elegant tavern"): 
identified, lOn; mentioned, 8 

Colton, :4, 171 
Comus (horse): 245 
Concord, Battle of: 48n 

Confederacy. 238 
Confiscation: delay in, of property of H. E. 

McCulloh is appealed for by JI, 74-78; 
H. E. McCulloh seeks aid of friends 
concerning, 382n; H. E. McCulloh seeks 
exemption from, 383; JI attempts to 
help H. E. McCulloh escape, 57; JI to 
Chowan County commissioners for, 165- 
166; Margaret Pearson petitions for 
delay in, for Nathaniel Dukinfield, 203- 
204; Margaret Pearson petitions for 
exemption from, for Nathaniel Dukin- 
field, 60-61; mentioned, 49, 209, 212n, 
398; of personal property of absentees 
is considered, 71; of property of ab- 
sentee owners is planned, 1; of property 
of H. E. McCulloh, discussed, 384; of 
property of Nathaniel Dukinfield, men- 
tioned, 443; seeking of reversal of, for 
H. E. McCulloh property is planned, 
445-446; South Carolina backcountry 
advocates tough attitude on, 435n; 
those named in laws of, are exempted 
from pardon and oblivion act, 401 

Confiscation Act: 49, 203, 396, 403, 466n 
Congaree River (S.C.): 299 
Connecticut: 253 
Conner, Mr.: 13 
Continental army: clothing for, arrives 

at Boston, 237; clothing of, mentioned, 
205; mutinies in, mentioned, 213; prob- 
lem of supplies for, mentioned, 202 

Continental Congress: Abner Nash ad- 
vocates more power for, 371-372; ap- 
points public officers, 317; asks North 
Carolina to send troops to South Caro- 
lina, 56ed n; attempts to establish state 
quotas for public funds, 377, 377ed n- 
378ed n; calls in all armed vessels, 401; 
Chowan County citizens call for more 
power for, 447; committee of, studies 
Vermont affair, 323; Daniel Morgan 
reports Cowpens victory to, 205; di- 
visions within, mentioned, 366; expects 
aid from France, 277; financial affairs 
of, discussed, 318ed n; is discussed by 
Pierce Butler, 333; is discussed by 
Samuel Johnston, 222; is surrounded by 
dissident soldiers, 434n; many states 
lack vote in, 238; meets in Princeton, 
N.J., 442n; mentioned, 54, 201; money 
problems plague, 202; N.C. has no vote 
in, 317; passes act for establishing 
bank, 323; sectionalism in, discussed, 
333-334 

Cook, : 304 
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Cook,John: 136 
Cooke, Clement: serves on grand jury, 15 
Cooke, J.: brother of, discussed, 364; is 

elected clerk of New Bern court, 3; 
mentioned, 25, 26, 149, 150, 362, 363, 
465 

Cooper, Major: 225 
Cooper River (S.C.): 141 
Coor, : 401 
Cork (Ireland): ship from, arrives at 

Charleston, 444; ships bring provisions 
from, 192 

Cornell, Samuel: 166, 169 
Cornwallis, [Charles] (General, Lord, 

"his Lordship"): arrives at Charleston, 
S.C., 192, 193, 194; arrives at Halifax, 
239, 239n, 240; is at Suffolk, Va., 266; is 
expected at Tarboro, 234; is fortify- 
ing at Jerichoe, Va., 268; is sent sur- 
render summons by Washington, 300; 
is surrounded in Virginia, 296; is 
thought planning march to Edenton, 
234; loyalists on way to join, are inter- 
cepted, 251; mentioned, 162, 174n, 208, 
209, 209n, 215, 219, 221, 225n, 228, 233, 
233n, 252, 265, 267, 268, 287, 291, 307, 
317, 320, 322, 324, 350, 425; orders 
seizure of Wilmington, 206n; reportedly 
marches to Camden, S.C., 154; rests at 
Ramsey's Mill, 221n; retreats to Wil- 
mington, 222n; retreats toward Cross 
Creek, 221; sends Negroes to plunder, 
266 

Corrie, [Archibald]: death of, mentioned, 
67 

"Cosmo de Medici": is involved in pris- 
oner exchange, 218 

Cotton, Arthur: 350 
Council Extraordinary (N.C.): attempts 

to raise supplies for army, 218; autho- 
rizes pay increase for attorney general, 
218; mentioned, 219n 

Counterfeiting. See Crimes and resulting 
legal actions: counterfeiting and pass- 
ing counterfeit money 

Courts of oyer and terminer: are autho- 
rized by General Asembly, 274n; men- 
tioned, 273,344 

Cowpens (S.C.): Daniel Morgan defeats 
Banastre Tarleton's Tory Legion at, 
205n; Daniel Morgan's victory at, men- 
tioned, 207,212 

Cox, Longfield: house of, is burned, 282; 
mill of, is burned, 281 

Craig, James (Major): captures Wilming- 
ton,   206n;   expels   Ann   Clark  Hooper 

from Wilmington, 328-329; his activities 
concerning prisoners and people of 
Wilmington, 264; is reported to be near 
New Bern, 277; mentioned, 208, 274n, 
277n; occupies New Bern, 277n; plans 

capture of Whig leaders, 295ed n- 
296ed n 

Crewe, Frances Ann (Mrs. John Crewe): 
identified, 413n; mentioned, 427, 461 

Crewe, John: Arthur Iredell tutors son of, 
411, 461; identified, 413n; mentioned, 
427, 461, 472; opposes British ministry's 
American policies, 463 

Crewe, Mrs. John. See Crewe, Frances 
Ann 

Crewe Hall: Arthur Iredell's life at, dis- 
cussed, 461-462; is home of John and 
Frances Crewe, 413n 

Crimes and resulting legal actions: as- 
sault, 188; burglary, 187; counterfeiting 
and passing counterfeit money, 115n, 
117, 118, 118n-119n, 121, 124-125, 153; 
horse stealing, 115n, 128, 346, 354; 
murder, 120-121, 189-190, 277n, 359; 
obstruction of public service, 313-314; 
rape, 185; robbery, 128, 346; seditious 
speaking and speaking against state, 
123, 124, 186, 190-191; treason and 
misprision of treason, 113, 123n, 125, 
126, 126n, 205n, 274n, 346, 403n; tres- 
pass, 50-51, 52-53; vagrancy, 115n 

Crook, : 235 
Crooke, : 351 
Cross Creek (Campbellton, Fayetteville, 

"X Creek"): Alexander Martin ad- 
vocates moving of capital to, 389ed n; 
Cornwallis retreats toward, 221; identi- 
fied, 222n; is taken by David Fanning, 
277n; loyalists are reportedly grouped 
near, 288; mentioned, 177, 306 

Cruden, James: escapes detention as 
loyalist, 433-434 

Cumberland, Mr.: 210, 214 
Cumberland County: British hope to 

unite with loyalists of, 208 
Cumming,  William   ("W s   C s"): 

mentioned, 12, 58, 86, 87, 90, 235, 272, 
454; receives instructions from people 
of Chowan County, 446-451 

Cummings, Luvana: is alleged assault 
victim, 188; is alleged burglary victim, 
187 

Cummings, Mary: is alleged rape victim, 
185; mentioned, 187 

Cumner, : 4 
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Cupples,    Charles    ("Parson    Cupples") 
identified, 181n; mentioned, 179 

D 

Dana, Charles: Catherine the Great re- 
fuses to receive, 202n; is appointed 
minister to Russia, 201 

Dancing and parties: 71, 72, 73, 128, 132, 
156, 343, 366, 404, 408, 417 

Danes. See Denmark 
Dargaingnaratz, Mr.: 43 
[Darks?], Dr.: 265 
[Darlet?],Dr.: 250 
Daugherty, Solomon: is accused of sedi- 

tious activities, 123; is found guilty of 
misprision of treason, 123n 

Davie (Davy), William R. (Colonel): 
identified, 178n; JTs opinion of, 275; 
mentioned, 176, 276, 278, 281, 301, 312 

Davis, Miss. See Dawe, Mrs. 
Davis, G.: 221 
Davis, James: his North-Carolina Gazette, 

mentioned, 45led n 
Davis, Justina. See Nash, Justina Davis 
Davis, William: 416n 
Davy. See Davie 
Dawe, Mrs. (Miss Davis): 352 
Dawe, Captain: 352 
Dawson, Billy (William?): is crewman on 

privateer, 421n; mentioned, 105, 228, 
233, 265, 266, 267, 399, 400, 455 

Dawson, Penelope ("Penny," "your 
Cousin"): 96, 96n, 105, 171, 259, 360 

Dawson, Penelope [Johnston]: apparent 
references to, 366; family of, mentioned, 
105; Hugh Williamson's romantic at- 
tachment for, mentioned, 378n; letter 
of, 399; mentioned, 81, 95, 133, 144, 156, 
169, 171, 200, 207, 227n, 228, 233, 242- 
268 passim, 279, 312, 315, 326, 376, 408, 
418, 443; selling of Negroes of, men- 
tioned, 388 

Dawson [?], Thomas: 266 
Deane, Silas: letters of, appear in Free- 

man's Journal, 317; Pierce Butler 
criticizes, 317-318 

Declaration of Independence: JI says 
America reluctantly adopted, 46; men- 
tioned, 47, 76 

Deep River: Cornwallis builds bridge 
over, 221n; loyalists organize in area 
of, 306; mentioned, 233; skirmish with 
loyalists occurs near, 295 

D'Estaing, [Charles Hector Theodat, 
Comte] ("Count"): 213, 214, 393 

Delaware:      Clinton     reportedly     plans 
expedition into, 228 

delight: 208 
Denmark   ("the   Danes"):   join   Dutch  in 

war against British, 250 
Derbyshire County (England): 441 
DeRosset, Mrs.: death of, mentioned, 41; 

mentioned, 42n 
DeRosset, Armand: identified, 42n 
DeRosset, Lewis: identified, 42n 
DeRosset, Moses John: 42n 
Destouches, [Charles-Rene-Dominique 

Gochet,] Chevalier: 222 
Diack, Alexander: 475 
[Dick?]: : 356 
Dillon,   Lieutenant:   is   killed   at   Eutaw 

Springs, 304 
Diseases   and   illnesses:   ague,   112,   172, 

183, 227, 257, 291, 300, 305, 309, 314, 
315, 375, 388, 415; arm trouble, 161, 
264; bilious attack, 397; blisters, 99, 
262; bowel trouble, 203, 457; cholic, 
60, 69, 203; cold, 139, 149, 179, 181, 182, 
203, 210, 233, 244, 360; consumption, 
69, 97, 149, 157; cough, 201; cramp, 149, 
157, 314, 452; diarrhea ("lax"), 175, 
203, 456; distemper, 455; dysentery, 
454; ear trouble, 97; eye trouble, 97, 
139, 146, 148, 311; fever, 41, 42, 55, 99, 
102, 112,  148,  170,  172,  179,  181,  183, 
184, 201, 208, 227, 233, 243, 247, 257, 
265, 266, 268, 270, 271, 279, 282, 283, 
289, 291, 300, 305, 309, 311, 314, 315, 
328, 348, 351, 353, 356, 388, 452; fit, 
306; flux, 275, 279; gout, 293; head and 
headache, 100, 148, 157, 183, 242, 291, 
311; jaundice, 397, 398; jaw trouble, 
259; lax. See Diseases and illnesses: 
diarrhea; mouth trouble, 309; nose- 
bleed, 315; pleurisy, 325; smallpox, 328, 
342, 345; spasms, 452; stomach trouble, 
203, 259, 291; throat, 175, 309, 443; 
toothache, 100, 107, 139, 171; ulcers, 
262; venereal disease, 443; vomiting, 
314,452,455 

Dismal Swamp: British troops are re- 
ported to be in, 84, 85ed n 

Dixon,        • 251 
Dobbs, Arthur: 36n, 416n, 466n 
Dobbs, Mrs. Arthur. See Nash, Justina 

Davis 
Domesticks. See Slaves 
Dominick, : 348 
Donaldson, Mr.: 168, 395 
Drayton, Mrs.: is expelled from Wilming- 

ton, 327 
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Drayton, William Henry: 135n 
Drinking, reference to: 4, 26, 58 
[Drowning] Creek: 306 
Dubois, : 208 
DuBois, Mr.: 296 
Dudley, : 144,284 
Dukinfield, Nathaniel (father of Nathaniel 

Dukinfield and late husband of Margaret 
Pearson): 203 

Dukinfield, Nathaniel (Sir N. Duking- 
field, Sir N.D.): death of brother of, 
mentioned, 442; is executor of brother's 
will, 443; letter of, 375, 442; marries, 
442; mentioned, 423, 439; mother of, 
petitions for confiscation delay for, 
203-204; mother of, petitions for confis- 
cation exemption for, 60-61 

Dukinfield plantation: confiscation of, 
mentioned, 443; mentioned, 375-376 

Dunlap, Mr.: 348 
Dutch. See Netherlands 

E 

Earl, Daniel ("Parson"): keeps Poelnittz 
children, 369; mentioned, 13n, 360, 418, 
419 

East Church Street (Edenton): is site of 
Iredell House, 3 cutline 

East India Company: 338 
East Indies: British and French fleets 

clash in, 411-412; British are expected 
to attack Dutch possessions in, 210; 
British reportedly suffer heavy losses 
in, 299; fighting in, is noted, 427; fleet 
of Edward Hughes is in, 338 

Eaton, Hugh: 353 
Eden House: 227n 
Edenton: Charles Bondfield is elected 

clerk of court at, 3; citizens of, launch 
attacks against loyalist raiding parties, 
249; citizens of, march against plunder- 
ing Negroes, 266, 267; citizens of, plan 
evacuation, 84; climate of, criticized, 
42, 102, 103, 397; evacuation of, men- 
tioned, 236, 260; evacuation of women 
and children from, is considered, 92; 
fears possible British attack, 225ed 
n-226ed n; instructions to General 
Assembly members for town of, 446- 
451; is evacuated, 225; is thought Corn- 
wallis is headed for, 234; loyalist raids 
destroy property in, 248; representa- 
tives of, area support Martin over 
Caswell for governor, 389ed n; resolu- 
tions of citizens of, 430-432; resolutions 

of citizens of, mentioned, 444; road from 
Suffolk, Va., to, is ordered repaired, 
145 

Edenton: 259 
Edenton Bay: British boats are rumored 

to be in, 234; loyalists raid in, 248 
Edenton District Superior Court: grand 

jury of, requests copy of JI's charge, 
16-23 

Edgecombe County Militia ("Edgecomb 
Malitia"): mentioned, 277n; prepares 
to meet British at Tarboro, 234 

Education: efforts of General Assembly 
to aid, discussed, 332ed n; Hugh Wil- 
liamson comments on importance of, 
376-377, 442. See also Schools and col- 
leges 

Edwards, Major: 444 
Edwards, Nancy: 179, 182 
Edward's Ferry: 147, 352 
Eelbank, Miss: 354, 355, 387, 391 
Eel bank, Mrs.: 67 
Eelbeck, Dolly: 179 
Elizabethtown: loyalists are defeated at, 

296 
Ellis, Mr.: 25, 28, 82, 240, 405 
Ellis, Mrs.: 405 
Ellis, James: identified, 151n; mentioned, 

149 
Ellis, Mrs. James (Mrs. Barren): 149 
Elmsley, [Alexander?]: 443 
Entertainment. See Recreation and enter- 

tainment 
Eutaw Springs, Battle of: casualties at, 

304; discussed, 299, 301-304, 306 
Evans, Captain: 97 
Everagin, Edward: is trustee of Smith's 

Academy, 33 led n 
Everett, : 64 

Fair American: 270 
Falcon, Mr.: 221 
Fallon (horse?): 108 
Fallon, : leads anti-loyalist activity 

in Charleston, 433 
"Family Compact" (France-Spain alli- 

ance): identified, 215n; mentioned, 214 
Fanning, David: is exempted from pardon 

and oblivion act, 401; is injured, 297; 
is wounded in state militia attack on 
loyalists, 296ed n; leads loyalist raid on 
Hillsborough; mentioned, 341; plans 
capture of Whig leaders, 296ed n; takes 
Cross Creek, 277n 
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Fanning, Edmund: is attacked by Regu- 
lators, lOn 

Farmer, Colonel: is criticized for conduct 
at Eutaw Springs, 301-302 

Farmer, Ruthy: 301 
Fayetteville. See Cross Creek 
Fenton, Amanda: death of mother of, 

mentioned, 462; discussed, 412, 440- 
441, 462-463; family of, mentioned, 440; 
father of, mentioned, 462; her family 
breaks up relationship with Arthur 
Iredell, 44In; mentioned, 477; sister of, 
mentioned, 463 

Ferguson, Dr.: 149 
Ferguson, Mrs. (Doctor's wife): 149 
Ferguson, [Patrick]: is killed, 180; re- 

treats from western N.C. raid, 175-176 
Ferrill, Samuel: serves on grand jury, 15 
Fifer's: 176 
Finch, Captain: commands boat against 

loyalists, 251 
Finds, Mr.: 298 
Fine, Mr.: 10, 11, 12 
Finnagin, Thomas: is accused of assault, 

187-188; is accused of burglary, 187 
Fitch, : 56 
Flatt River: 263 
"Folly, the": 267 
Foods, beverages, and seasonings: refer- 

ences to, bacon, 119, 316, 319; beans, 
247; beef, 316, 319; bird, 6; bread, 310; 
butter, 6, 247, 311, 314, 353; cheese, 314, 
353; chicken, 251; corn, 13, 106, 352; 
crab, 30, 39, 87; fish, 30, 39; flour, 13, 
308; ginger, 196, 197; greens, 247; ham, 
473; hoecake, 246; lettuce, 84, 247; 
limes, 265; meat, 160, 226, 246, 308, 
325; milk, 247; mutton chop, 310; 
orange peel, 265; peas, 84, 247; pork, 
163; rice, 160; rice gruel, 55; roast 
beef, 136; rum, 146, 157, 244, 252, 281, 
368, 378; salt, 208, 209n, 281, 353; salt 
petre, 119; strawberries, 157; sugar, 
233, 251, 316, 378; tamarind, 265; tea 
256, 310, 352; turkey, 63; venison, 169, 
170; wheat, 172, 263; wine (claret), 26 

Foot, : 236 
Foote, Captain: 149 
Forbes, Captain: 3 
Fort Moultrie (S.C.): 55 
Fort St. George (India): George Mac- 

artney is appointed governor of, 338 
Fox, Charles James: 202, 413n, 463n 
France: American independence is main 

goal of, 370; aid from, discussed, 223; 
aid   from,   mentioned,   202,   299,   308; 

Continental Congress has expectations 
of aid from, 277; declaration of war by, 
is rumored, 25; financial assistance 
from, discussed, 308n; John Laurens 
seeks aid from, 202n; loan from, men- 
tioned, 308; mentioned, 47, 54, 93, 214; 
people of, are said to support America, 
68n; support from king of, 253; treaties 
of commerce and alliance are signed 
with, 27n; U.S. sends diplomats to, 201. 
See also French land forces; French 
naval forces 

Frankfort (Pa.): 349, 433 
Franklin, Benjamin ("Dr. Franklin"): is 

reported to be in London, 345; men- 
tioned, 201 

Franks, Mr.: 14 
Franks family: 163 
Frederick the Great (of Prussia): 349n 
Freeman's Journal: Silas Dean letters 

appear in, 317 
French Admiral: 304 
French history: is studied by JI, 170 
French land forces: five thousand troops 

of, reportedly leave New York for Vir- 
ginia, 296; mentioned, 294; serve with 
Washington in Virginia, 305; Wash- 
ington meets with officers of, 253 

French language: is studied by "Nelly" 
Blair, 13; JI teaches Samuel Johnston, 
4 

French naval forces ("the Fleet"): are 
falsely reported to have conquered 
Charleston, 196; are to move with 
Spanish fleet against Jamaica, 323; 
arrive off U.S. coast, 349; battle British 
in Chesapeake Bay, 219; battle British 
off Virginia coast, 220; British fleet is 
mistaken for, 193, 194; clash with 
British in East Indies, 411-412, 439; 
fail to destroy British at Portsmouth, 
Va., 220; gather at Rhode Island, 250; 
mentioned, 93, 192, 210, 211ed n, 222, 
230, 237, 243, 244, 291; reportedly 
arrive in Virginia, 287; reportedly 
blockade New York harbor, 268, 271; 
reportedly sail against Jamaica, 334; 
victories of, mentioned, 213; Washing- 
ton meets with officers of, 253; West 
Indies activities of, reported, 268 

Frohock, John: lOn 
Frohock, Thomas: lOn 
Frohock, William: identified, lOn; men- 

tioned, 67, 68n, 69, 112, 116, 140, 164; 
refuses to deliver court records, 8-9; 
refuses to deliver town records, 10-11 
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Frohock, Mrs. William: 9, 11, 67, 69, 72, 
112,116 

Gale, Captain: commands boat against 
loyalists, 251 

Gansel, Captain: 267 
Gardiner, : suit of, 299 
Gardiner's Bay (N.Y.) [Gardiner's Is- 

land] : French block British ships in, 
213 

Garrat, Mr. See Guerard, Benjamin 
Garret, Thomas: is accused of treason, 

125-126 
Gates, Horatio (General): his conduct at 

Battle of Camden, discussed, 172; his 
conduct at Battle of Camden, men- 
tioned, 177; mentioned, 174n, 303 

Geddy, Colonel: 401 
General Assembly (N.C.): activities of, 

discussed, 340-341; annual meetings of, 
are opposed by Archibald Maclaine, 
444; appoints JI attorney general, 119, 
127; appoints successor to JI as supe- 
rior court judge, 59n; Chowan County 
citizens instruct their representatives 
to, 446-451; considers but does not pass 
bill denying prisoners right of counsel, 
118, 118n-119n; considers immediate 
confiscation of personal property of 
absentees, 71; considers renting out 
land of absentee owners, 71; House of, 
passes bill for renting out land of 
absentees, 80; House of, refers McCul- 
loh confiscation delay request to com- 
mittee, 79, 79n; is to order raising of 
troops, 150; its Committee on Ways 
and Means, mentioned, 340; JI criticizes 
Senate of, for confiscation policy, 80; 
JI letter to speakers of, 167-168; JI 
presents memorial on behalf of H. E. 
McCulloh to, 74-78; legislative actions 
of, discussed, 211, 401-402, 402n-403n; 
mentioned, 420; offers relief to families 
of loyalists, 80, 80n; prohibits manu- 
mission except for outstanding public 
service, 83ed n; Senate of, refuses 
McCulloh confiscation delay request, 
79, 79n 

George III (of England): protests from 
British cities to, mentioned, 336; speech 
of, mentioned, 336 

Georgetown (George Town) (S.C.): is 
attacked by Henry Lee, 206; mentioned, 
158 

Georgia: assembly of, is labeled moderate, 
379; struggle against British in, men- 
tioned, 287 

Gernon, Richard: identified, 370n; letter 
of, 369; mentioned, 419 

Gibbon, John: letter to, 324 
Gibbon, William: is accused of assault, 38 
Gibraltar: blockade of, mentioned, 237; 

mentioned, 214 
Giffard, H [enry]: certifies JFs oath of 

office as attorney general, 98 
Gifford, Mr.: is promoted for Hillsborough 

clerkship, 2 
Gilchrist, Thomas: is pardoned for absence 

by General Assembly, 70n; letter of, 
220; mentioned, 68, 69, 106, 107, 108, 
178, 180, 217, 280, 284, 356 

Gilchrist, Mrs. Thomas: 221 
Gillatty, Mrs.: teaches school, 13 
Gillespie, Captain: 401 
Gillon, Alexander: leads anti-loyalist 

activity in Charleston, 433, 435n 
Gilmore, Charles: 330 
Gilmore, John: 329, 330 
Glasgow (Scotland): goods arrive from, 

444 
Glasgow, James: 127 
Goodloe, Mary: 109n 
Goodrich,   ("the Virginia Bloody- 

bones"): 92,94 
Goodman, Captain: is killed at Eutaw 

Springs, 299, 304 
Goodwin, Captain: is killed at Eutaw 

Springs, 299, 304 
[Gordon], : is reported shot, 277 
Gordon, Mrs.: 28, 149, 191, 194, 198 
Gordon, Peggy: 149, 152, 156 
Governor's Palace ("the palace"): 150, 

152n, 156, 465 
Gracey (Gracy), Miss: 96, 98, 100, 171 
Gracy. See Gracey 
Grafton, Duke of: 463n 
Granada (Nicaragua?): 367 
Granbery, Mr.: 247 
Granbery, Mrs.: mentioned, 62, 64, 65, 

147; daughter of, mentioned, 63, 64 
Granbery, Josiah: is plaintiff in case, 50- 

51 
Granbery, Mary: is engaged to Nathaniel 

Allen, 209n. See also Allen, Mrs. Na- 
thaniel 

Granbery v. Carrington: 50-51 
Granbery. See also Granbury 
Granbury, Mr.: 202 
Granbury (Granbery), Mary: identified, 

106n, mentioned, 106,107 
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Granbury, William: 106n 
Granbury. See also Granbery 
Granville County: is claimed Virginia 

cannonade audible in, 291 
Granville County school: 110, llOn 
Granville Hall: llOn 
Grasse, [Francois Joseph Paul] de 

("Compte de Grasse") (Admiral): en- 
gages in West Indies naval battle, 334; 
mentioned, 253n-254n, 289n, 308 

Gray,    :    is    convicted    in    Quinn 
murder case, 359 

Gray (Grey), Mr.: 54, 81, 127, 139, 146, 
147, 243, 245, 267, 309, 310, 360 

Gray, Barbara. See Blount, Barbara Gray 
Gray, F.: 255 
Gray, Henry: indictment of, mentioned, 

286-287 
Gray, J.: 143, 144, 145, 259, 293 
Gray,John: 198 
Great Bridge (Va.): 228 
Green, Dr.: 454,455,457 
Green, Elisha: is alleged murder victim, 

120-121 
Green, John: is alleged assault victim, 

122; mentioned, 281 
Green, (M): marries, 193 
Green. See also Greene 
Green Spring, Battle of: 267n 
Greene (Green), Nathanael (General): 

believes British to attack Albemarle 
Sound area, 225ed n; commands Ameri- 
can forces at Eutaw Springs battle, 
299, 301-303, 306; copy of George Wash- 
ington letter to, mentioned, 312; lifts 
siege of Ninety Six, 263; mentioned, 
209, 217, 219, 221, 232, 233n, 237, 238, 
262, 265, 287, 288, 345, 362, 379, 444 

Gregory, Isaac (General): identified, 92n, 
205n; is reported captured, 261; is 
trustee of Smith's Academy, 33led n; 
mentioned, 90, 205, 228, 229, 262, 263 

Grenada: George Macartney is named 
governor of, 413n 

Grey. See Gray 
Guerard, Benjamin ("Mr. Garrat"): 

identified, 380n; mentioned, 380 
Guilford County: 297 
Guilford Courthouse, Battle of: men- 

tioned, 221n; militia scattered by, 
gather at Halifax, 221 

H 

Haddrel's Point (S.C.): 141, 159 
Haines, Eaton: is elected clerk of Halifax 

court, 3 

Hale, Mr.: 435 
Halifax (N.C.): arms are shipped to, 150; 

British march toward, 234; British 
reportedly leave, 244; Cornwallis and 
British light horse occupy, 240; Eaton 
Haines is elected clerk of court at, 3; 
is occupied by Cornwallis, 239, 239n; is 
probable destination of refugees, 154; 
is thought British will abandon, 243; 
militia scattered by Guilford Court- 
house battle gather at, 221; prisoners 
are taken to, 252; representatives from, 
area support Martin over Caswell for 
governor, 389ed n 

Halifax County: sheriff of, mentioned, 
277n 

Hamiate, Mrs.: marries, 193 
Hamilton, John (Colonel): commands 

loyalist refugees at St. Augustine, Fla., 
364-365; is taken prisoner, 141 

Hamilton's store [John Hamilton's?]: 116 
Hardy, [Robert] ("Captain Hardy"): 

death of, mentioned, 259; mentioned, 71, 
181 

Harnett (Harnet), Cornelius: dies from 
British maltreatment, 296ed n; men- 
tioned, 69 

Harrington, Henry W. (General): identi- 
fied, 178n; mentioned, 177 

Harris, Benjamin: is accused of treason, 
125-126 

Harris, William (of Beaufort County): is 
accused of treason, 125-126 

Harris, William: 313 
Harrisburg (Harris Burgh): described, 7; 

identified, 9n; mentioned, 354 
Hart, Mr.: 120 
Hartley, David: identified, 395n; men- 

tioned, 394 
Harvey, J.: 374 
Haslin, : 281 
[H]aughton, Richard: 339 
Havana (Cuba): expedition against Pensa- 

cola, Fla., from, mentioned, 243 
Haw River: loyalists organize in vicinity 

of, 306 
Hawkestone (England): 441 
Hawkins, Benjamin: identified, 318ed n; 

informs Alexander Martin of actions of 
dissident soldiers in Philadelphia, 434n- 
435n; letter of, 403; mentioned, 317, 
366n; serves on House confiscation com- 
mittee, 79n 

Hawkins, William: his Statutes at Large 
. . ., mentioned, 453, 453n 

Hay, John: essay of, discussed, 466n; 
essay of, mentioned, 464-465;  his dis- 
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pute with superior court judges, men- 
tioned, 465, 467n; identified, 362n; men- 
tioned, 361 

Hayes plantation: 359n 
Hencher, Mr.: 353 
Henderson, Miss (daughter of Richard 

Henderson): 321, 400, 404, 407, 422, 455 
Henderson, Mr.: 94 
Henderson, Colonel: commands regiment 

at Eutaw Springs, 301; is injured at 
Eutaw Springs, 304; mentioned, 178 

Henderson, Richard (Judge): his Transyl- 
vania Company, mentioned, lOn; is 
colonial judge, 422n; is driven from 
beach by Regulators, lOn; is nominated 
to superior court judgeship, 59n; letter 
of, 421; mentioned, 321, 386, 455 

Henderson, Mrs. Richard: 321, 421, 422 
Heritage, W. ("Col."): is involved in land 

dispute with JI, 14; mentioned, 28, 163 
Heron, Benjamin: 57n 
Heron, Mary. See Hooper, Mary Heron 
Herons Bridge: 208, 215 
Hewes, [Joseph]: death of, discussed, 

133, 135n; death of, mentioned, 136; is 
elected delegate to Continental Con- 
gress, 80; mentioned, 41, 57, 62, 67, 72, 
81, 84, 97, 108, 408; serves on state 
House confiscation committee, 79n; 
warehouse of, is robbed, 84 

Hewson, Mrs.: 179 
Hicksford, : 235 
Hill, Mr.: 452 
Hill, W. [Whitmel Hill?]: mentioned, 

238; slaves of, run off to British, 239 
Hill, Whitmel (Whitmill): identified, 82n; 

mentioned, 82, 147 
Hill, William: death of, mentioned, 444; 

identified, 445n 
Hillsborough: alleged British atrocities 

at, mentioned, 239; British and Tory 
prisoners are taken to, 176; described, 
8, lOn; does not elect William Hooper 
to General Assembly, 386; Gifford is 
promoted for court clerkship at, 2; 
illness prevents JI from attending court 
at, 291; is promoted as healthy place, 
469n; Jas. Taylor is elected clerk of 
court at, 3; loyalist raid on, discussed, 
296-297; mentioned, 139, 175; pre- 
cautions are taken to protect court 
session at, 281, 284, 288; Thomas Burke 
resides in, 292; troops gather at, 172- 
173, 176 

Hillsborough District Superior Court: is 
disrupted    by    Regulators,    lOn;    pre- 

cautions are taken to protect session of, 
281,284,288 

History of Scotland during the Reigns of 
Queen Mary and of King James VI: 
170n 

Hixson, Timothy: serves on grand jury, 
15 

Hobbs, James: is accused of speaking 
against state, 190-191 

Hogg, Mr.: 69 
Hogg, Mr. [son of Robert Hogg?]: 161, 

162n 
Hogg, Mr.: is attacked by loyalists, 295 
Hogg, Mr.: marriage of, 352 
Hogg, Mr.: settlement of estate of, men- 

tioned, 330 
Hogg, Mrs.: marriage of, 352 
Hogg, Elizabeth: identified, 455n; men- 

tioned, 455, 469n 
Hogg, Gavin: 402 
Hogg, James: family of, mentioned, 402; 

identified, 199n; letter of, 401; men- 
tioned, 199, 330, 403n,455n 

Hogg, Mrs. James: 402 
Hogg, Robert: 162n, 199n 
Hogs: court case involving, 50-51; men- 

tioned, 325 
Holloway, John: is Edenton merchant, 

216n 
Hood, Samuel: engages in West Indies 

naval battle, 334; ships of, are reported 
taken by French, 213 

Hooper, Ann Clark (Mrs. William Hooper) 
("Annie," "Mrs. H."): discussed, 29-30; 
identified, 3In; is expelled from Wil- 
mington, 327-329; mentioned, 31, 42, 
56, 67, 94, 103, 131, 133, 134ed n, 136, 
208, 258, 284, 335, 342, 344, 354, 355, 
356,361,388,389,434 

Hooper, Betsy ("Miss Hooper"): 42, 329, 
388 

Hooper, George: escapes detention as 
loyalist, 433-434; family of, mentioned, 
103, 155; is elected clerk of Wilmington 
court, 3; mentioned, 2, 31, 208, 330, 336, 
364, 444-445 

Hooper, Mrs. George ("Mrs. G. Hooper"): 
31, 155,414 

Hooper, Mary Heron (Mary Heron, Mrs. 
Thomas Hooper): identified, 57n; mar- 
ries, 56; mentioned, 330, 414 

Hooper, Thomas ("Tom"): is restored 
citizenship, 68n; marries, 56; men- 
tioned, 192, 194, 208, 414; remains as 
merchant in Charleston, 330 

Hooper, Mrs. Thomas. See Hooper, Mary 
Heron 
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Hooper, Tom (son of Wm. Hooper): 328 
Hooper, William: advocates moderation 

in treatment of loyalists, 435n; appears 
in court on behalf of Quakers and freed 
slaves, 83ed n; children of, discussed, 
30; criticizes Edenton climate, as un- 
healthy, 42; defeats John Walker for 
General Assembly seat, 336; fails 
election to General Assembly, 386; 
family of, is in British-held Wilmington, 
206, 258; family of, mentioned, 326, 356; 
H. E. McCulloh asks aid of, 384; his 
absence from General Assembly, men- 
tioned, 402; his chances of election to 
General Assembly are doubted, 379; is 
attacked by Regulators, lOn; is elected 
to General Assembly, 386n; letter of, 
40, 54, 92, 101, 136, 207, 216, 218, 257, 
264, 282, 289, 301, 327, 335, 463; men- 
tioned, 2-456 passim; opposes John 
Walker on loyalist question, 337n; sees 
merit in John Hay's essay, 466n; serves 
on state House confiscation committee, 
79n; supports petition on behalf of 
H. E. McCulloh, 469n; takes refuge in 
Edenton, 217 

Hooper, Mrs. William. See Hooper, Ann 
Clark 

Horace: 194 
Horn, Mr.: 147,224 
Horn, Mrs.: 147 
Horse stealing. See Crimes and resulting 

legal actions: horse stealing 
Horses: are to be obtained in Edenton 

district for army, 313; mentioned, 24, 
25, 162, 245; racing of, is held, 352; 
shoeing of, mentioned, 6, 352 

Horton, : 235 
Howard, Colonel: is wounded at Eutaw 

Springs, 299, 304 
Howe, Miss: 390,391,457 
Howe, Mrs. Arthur: 390n 
Howe, [Richard] ("Lord Howe"): 46 
Howe, Robert (General): H. E. McCulloh 

asks aid of, 384; mentioned, 433, 435n 
Howe, [William] (General): army of, 

crosses into New Jersey, 41; mentioned, 
46 

Howson, Mrs.: 179 
Huger, General: 299 
Hugh, General. See Percy, General Hugh, 

Earl 
Hughes, Edward: Charles Iredell serves 

with fleet of, 338, 413n, 439n; men- 
tioned, 470 

Hunt, : 401 

Hunter, Thomas: is court judge, 37 
Huske, : 415 
Huske, Mrs.: 417 
Huske, J.: 423 
Huske, John: identified, 280n; is captured 

by loyalists, 294; mentioned, 280, 284 
Hyrne, Major: 444 

Illnesses. See Diseases and illnesses 
Impost of 1781: Edentonians regret fail- 

ure of, 430; is approved by North Caro- 
lina, 317, 318ed n; is defeated by states, 
372; is proposed by Continental Con- 
gress, 318ed n; is supported by N.C. 
delegates, 224n; mentioned, 371 

Impressment: court case involving resis- 
tance to, 312-314; General Assembly 
pardons illegal, 402, 403n; of supplies, 
is ordered by Council Extraordinary, 
218 

Indians: British use of, mentioned, 16, 46 
Inglis, Mr.: death of, 455 
Ipecacuanha: identified, 455n; is used by 

JI, 454,457 
Iredell, Annie: 408, 409n 
Iredell, Annie Isabella: 409n 
Iredell, Arthur ("your Brother"): aid of 

Catharine Macartney to, mentioned, 
432; informs JI of his romance with 
"Amanda," 412; is to inherit estate 
of Thomas Iredell, Sr., 458-459; letter 
of, 337, 409, 422, 436, 439, 458, 460; 
letter to, 424, 476; lives in home of 
John Crewe, 411; mentioned, 196, 399, 
428, 442, 470-478 passim; tutors son of 
John Crewe, 461 

Iredell, Charles: death of, discussed, 437, 
439n, 439; death of, mentioned, 470, 
473, 476, 477; JPs legacy from, is given 
Margaret McCulloh Iredell, 474; men- 
tioned, 423, 427, 458; serves in fleet of 
Sir Edward Hughes, 338, 411-412, 413n 

Iredell, Hannah Johnston (Hannah John- 
ston, Mrs. James Iredell, Sr.) ("your 
Aunt," "my Sister"): children of, dis- 
cussed, 409n; illness of, discussed, 183; 
inheritance of, discussed, 27n, 446n; 
inheritance of, mentioned, 396, 397n; 
letters to and from (See Chronological 
listing xi-xv); marital problems of, 
apparent references to, 107, 108-109, 
110, 113, 116, 128, 129, 131, 132, 133, 
138, 142-143, 144, 150-151, 153, 173; 
marital problems of, discussed, 107ed n, 
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134ed  n-135ed n,  174n;   mentioned,  5- 
478 passim 

Iredell, James,   Sr.   ("your  Uncle,"  "my 
Brother"):   accuses   Great   Britain   of 
violating colonial charters, 45; advises 
"Nelly"  Blair,  87-90;   advocates  mod- 
eration in treatment of loyalists, 435n; 
aids  Margaret McCulloh  Iredell, 426; 
appeals  for  salary  increase  as  attor- 
ney general,   167;  believes  N.C. laws 
violate peace treaty, 415;  children of, 
discussed, 409n; claims America forced 
to  adopt  independence,  47;   claims to 
have  opposed   independence   until   in- 
evitable,   47-48;   claims   to   have   op- 
posed  reconciliation  without  indepen- 
dence   after   Declaration   of   Indepen- 
dence,  48;   claims to  have taken  "no 
active part" in Whig movement until 
after Declaration of Independence, 425; 
condemns confiscation of H. E. McCul- 
loh   property,   420;   declines   seat   in 
Continental Congress, 425-426; desk of, 
pictured, 241; development of his theory 
of   judicial   review,   discussed,   451n; 
discusses his appointment as superior 
court judge, 32-34, 425;  discusses his 
attempts to obtain reversal of McCulloh 
property   confiscation,   468;   discusses 
his  tenure   as   attorney   general,   425; 
gives his legacy from Charles Iredell to 
Margaret   McCulloh   Iredell,  474;   has 
high opinion of William R. Davie, 275; 
his   account   to   Chowan   County  com- 
missioners of confiscation, 165-166; his 
appointment   as   state   superior   court 
judge,    discussed,    1-2;    his    business 
relationship with H. E. McCulloh, dis- 
cussed, 165-166; his charge to Edenton 
District   Superior   Court   Grand   Jury, 
16-23; his charge to grand jury is sent 
Arthur Iredell, 427; his commission as 
attorney general, 127; his commission 
as   interim   attorney  general,   98;   his 
Deposition    Concerning    the   Enslave- 
ment of Free Negroes, 83; his probable 
reaction  to   death  of  Charles   Iredell, 
discussed,    439-440;    his    relationship 
with Samuel Spencer, mentioned, 467n; 
his   resignation   as   attorney   general, 
discussed,    333;    his    resignation    as 
superior court judge, is  accepted, 36; 
his To the Commissioners of the King 
of Great   Britain for restoring peace, 
&c, 45-48;  his  To The Honorable  The 
General   Assembly   of   The   State    of 

North Carolina, 74-78; his traveling 
case, pictured, 130; his unwillingness 
to serve in General Assembly, men- 
tioned, 451n; is appointed attorney 
general, 119; is appointed interim at- 
torney general, 85n, 101; is asked by 
H. E. McCulloh for aid in seeking con- 
fiscation reversal, 373, 380, 383, 394; 
is asked to seek confiscation exemption 
for H. E. McCulloh, 49-50; is attorney 
in court case, 50-51, 52-53; is cautioned 
by Samuel Johnston, 140-141; is chided 
for not serving in General Assembly, 
402; is executor of Robert Smith's will, 
33 led n, 404; is elected attorney gen- 
eral by General Assembly, 119; is exec- 
utor of Joseph Hewes's estate, 135n; 
is involved in land dispute with Richard 
Caswell. 14: is offered attorney general- 
ship nomination, 85; is secretary for 
trustees of Smith's Academy, 331ed n; 
is state's attorney for Chowan County, 
37ed n; is urged not to decline General 
Assembly membership, 379; justifies 
American independence movement, 45- 
48; letters to and from (See chrono- 
logical listing, ix-xv; map of possible 
travel routes and stopping points of, 
406; marital problems of, apparent 
references to, 107, 108-109, 110, 113, 
116, 128, 129, 131, 132, 133, 138, 142- 
143, 144, 150-151, 153, 173; marital 
problems of, discussed, 107ed n, 134ed 
n, 174n; mentioned, 97, 203, 239, 244, 
246, 247, 267, 274, 279, 280, 293, 309, 
310, 314, 316, 318, 319, 325, 348, 422, 
460; offers defense of his political 
activities, 470-471; offers to teach 
Thomas Iredell, Jr., law, 474, 476, 478; 
plans to aid Margaret McCulloh Iredell, 
432; plans to resign as attorney general, 
321; presents memorial on behalf of 
H. E. McCulloh, 74-78; receives sum- 
mons to give account of British-owned 
property held, 404; refuses to accept 
collector's office under American gov- 
ernment, 425; requests presentation to 
General Assembly of his letter of res- 
ignation as superior court judge, 59; 
resigns as superior court judge, 34; 
rejects Carlisle Commission peace at- 
tempts, 47-48; teaches Samuel Johnston 
French language, 4; urges H. E. McCul- 
loh to come to N.C. in effort to prevent 
confiscation, 57; will of, discussed, 
397n; will of, mentioned, 396 
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Iredell, Mrs. James, Sr. See Iredell, Han- 
nah Johnston 

Iredell, Margaret McCulloh ("my 
Mother"): discussed, 410-411; her re- 
action to death of Charles Iredell, dis- 
cussed, 437, 439; is aided by Catharine 
Macartney, 410; is aided by George 
Macartney, 410; is aided by Thomas 
Iredell, Sr., 410; is to receive aid from 
Thomas Iredell, Sr., 458; is sent aid by 
JI, 426; JI plans to aid, 432, 471; letter 
of, mentioned, 399; letter to, 473; men- 
tioned, 196, 338, 412, 422, 424, 428, 438, 
440, 460, 470, 472, 476, 477, 478; receives 
JFs legacy from Charles Iredell, 474 

Iredell, Thomas, Sr. ("my Uncle"): aids 
Margaret McCulloh Iredell, 410; dis- 
approves of JFs political conduct, 410; 
disinherits JI, 423; is to leave his estate 
to Arthur Iredell, 458-459; letter to, 
469; mentioned, 438, 460, 463, 472 

Iredell, Thomas, Jr. ("Tom," "Tommy"): 
discussed, 411, 438, 470, 474; H. E. 
McCulloh promises to make heir of, 
410, 438; is to go to Edenton, 474-475; 
is to receive annuity from Thomas 
Iredell, Sr., 458; JI offers law study to, 
474, 476, 478; letter to, 428, 477; men- 
tioned, 399, 422-423, 427, 460; serves 
with marines, 338 

Iredell House: pictured, 3 
Irish Piper: is captured, 267 
Izlers, : 163 

Jacocks, Mr.: 239, 240, 242 
Jacocks, Charles: 239, 239n 
Jacocks, Jonathan: 239n 
Jamaica:   is  to  be  attacked  by  Spanish 

and French fleets, 323, 334 
James, Captain: 196 
James, John: opposes Archibald Maclaine 

for General Assembly, 444, 445n 
James   Island   (S.C.):   refugee  camp  on, 

mentioned, 330 
James River (Va.): British troop move- 

ments in area of, mentioned, 228 
Jamestown (Va.): 267n 
Jarvis, Samuel (Colonel): identified, 40n; 

mentioned, 40, 224 
Jay,   [John]:  his negotiations in  Spain, 

mentioned, 232, 238, 261 
Jeffersonian Republicans: attack political 

use of grand jury charge, 24ed n 
Jenkins, Mrs.: 270 

Jerichoe (Va.): Cornwallis reportedly 
fortifies at, 268 

Jersies. See New Jersey 
Jews: in Charleston, S. C, 55 
Jim: 418 
Johnson, Mrs.: 97 
Johnson, Captain: 199 
Johnson, Charles ("C. Johnson," "Charles 

Johnston"): canoe of, used against 
loyalists, 252; children of, mentioned, 
246, 248, 255; his service in state Sen- 
ate, discussed, 206n; identified, 13n; 
introduces bill for encouraging arms 
importation, 206, 206n; introduces bill 
on salaries of superior court judges and 
attorney general, 205-206, 206n; letter 
of, 205, 249; mentioned, 13, 141, 145, 
174, 177, 195, 210, 213, 225, 227, 233, 
236, 243, 252, 264, 266, 267, 268, 269, 
271, 275, 282, 286, 293, 311, 337; receives 
instructions from people of Chowan 
County, 446-451; store of, mentioned, 
13 

Johnston, Annie: 99, 267, 275 
Johnston, Billy: 275 
Johnston, Elizabeth (Mrs. John Johnston) 

("your Aunt," "Aunt Betsy"): 100, 232, 
239, 241-242, 244, 245, 274, 279, 325 

Johnston, Frances (Mrs. Samuel John- 
ston) ("your Aunt"): family of, men- 
tioned, 258; gives birth to Samuel 
Cathcart Johnston, 180; mentioned, 8, 
67, 84, 95, 97, 100, 143, 144, 224-280 
passim, 315, 326, 348, 400 

Johnston, Gabriel (Governor): mentioned, 
27n; will of, mentioned, 446, 446n 

Johnston, Gabriel ("Gaby," "Gabie"): 
63, 67, 69, 71, 73, 104, 139, 180, 195, 196, 
227,244, 248, 348,386, 407, 455 

Johnston, Hannah. See Iredell, Hannah 
Johnston 

Johnston, James Cathcart: identified, 
359n; mentioned, 407; reference to, 359 

Johnston, John ("your Brother," "my 
Brother," "your Uncle," "J.J."): family 
of, mentioned, 81, 275; is captain of 
light-horse men, 163; joins the militia, 
240; letter of, 163, 234; loses slaves, 
245; mentioned, 4, 26, 27, 28, 99, 142, 
144, 200, 207, 220, 234-285 passim, 300, 
309, 311, 319, 325, 326, 347, 348, 351, 
395, 407, 413, 414, 418; slaves of, are 
said determined to run to British, 239 

Johnston, Mrs. John. See Johnston, Eliza- 
beth 
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Johnston, Penelope ("Penny," "Pen"): 
104, 195, 196, 233, 256, 300, 386 

Johnston, Sam ("Sammy") (son of John 
Johnston): 99, 100 

Johnston, Samuel ("my Brother," "your 
Brother," "your Uncle"): advises JI, 
140; agrees to stay in Continental Con- 
gress until replaced, 252-253; asks to 
be relieved as Continental Congress 
delegate, 216, 237; comes to support 
idea of strong, central government, 
223n; criticizes Continental Congress, 
222; declines presidency of Continental 
Congress, 261n; family of, mentioned, 
41, 114, 267, 443; has high opinion of 
William R. Davie, 275; his absence 
from General Assembly, mentioned, 
402; his unwillingness to serve in Gen- 
eral Assembly, mentioned, 451n; is 
defeated for governorship, 347n; is 
elected to Continental Congress, 197n; 
is executor of Joseph Hewes's estate, 
135n; is president of trustees of Smith's 
Academy, 33 led n; is said to have 
enough support to win governorship 
over all others, 388; is taught French 
by JI, 4; is to leave Philadelphia, 270; 
leaves to take seat in Continental Con- 
gress, 196; letter of, 201, 207, 210, 212, 
216, 219, 222, 232, 236, 237, 252, 260, 
280, 293, 299, 300; mentioned, 4-11 
passim, 31-116 passim, 133-181 passim, 
196-286 passim, 305, 315, 317, 319, 330- 
407 passim, 443-457 passim; plans to 
leave Continental Congress, 260; plans 
to move family back to Edenton, 272; 
presides at Edenton citizens meeting, 
430; receives instructions from people 
of Chowan County, 446-451; supports 
petition on behalf of H. E. McCulloh, 
469n 

Johnston, Mrs. Samuel. See Johnston, 
Frances 

Johnston, Samuel Cathcart ("Sam," 
"Sammy," "Sammey") (son of Samuel 
Johnston): birth of, mentioned, 180; 
death of, mentioned, 265, 265n, 280n; 
identified, 181n; mentioned, 195, 196 

Johnston, Solomon: identified, lOln; men- 
tioned, 99 

Johnston, William: identified,  lOn; men- 
tioned, 8 

»* Johnston, [William?] (of Orange County): 
H. E. McCulloh asks aid of, 385 

Johnston, William Cathcart ("poor little 
Boy," "poor little Cousin"): death of, 
mentioned, 94-95, 96n, 97, 100 

Johnston Court House (Smithfield): Gen- 
eral Assembly is to meet at, 82 

Johnstone, George: attempts to bribe 
Joseph Reed, 48n; identified, 48n; men- 
tioned, 48 

Jones,  :   suit  against,  mentioned, 
324 

Jones, Miss: marriage of, 390, 390n, 391 
Jones, Mr.: tavern of, mentioned, 351 
Jones, A.: 171 
Jones, Allen (General): death of son of, 

mentioned, 172, 174; identified, 82n; is 
quoted on South Carolina's haughty 
treatment of North Carolina, 57ed n; 
letter of, 261; letter to, 237; mentioned, 
81, 108, 278, 283, 301, 326; orders 
Northampton County men to assemble, 
234-235 

Jones, Mrs. Allen: 82 
Jones, Betsey: marriage of, 275 
Jones, Captain: 219 
Jones, Frederick: 36n 
Jones, Joseph Seawell: 332n 
Jones, Marmaduke: 383, 394, 395, 443, 445 
Jones, Mary. See Nash, Mary Jones 
Jones, Mrs. Robert: 67,108 
Jones, T.J.: 332n 
Jones, Thomas: 166, 390n 
Jones, Mrs. Thomas: 7, 390n 
Jones, Willie ("Wilie," "W. Jones"): is 

commissioned lieutenant colonel, 221; 
is elected to Continental Congress, 
197n; is urged to work with JI in help- 
ing H. E. McCulloh, 3§2n; mentioned, 
6, 67, 68, 69, 108, 207, 221, 265, 281, 
283, 310, 352, 373, 381, 384, 385, 396, 
468; serves on state House confiscation 
committee, 79n; supports petition on 
behalf of H. E. McCulloh, 469n 

Jonesborough: Camden is incorporated 
as, 92n 

Judicial review: development of JFs 
theory of, briefly discussed, 451n 

Julia: 171 

K 

Kalb,   [Johann]   ("Baron  De  Kalb"):  is 
killed at Camden, 172 

Keddleston (England): 441 
Keith, Robert: publishes North-Carolina 

Gazette, 451ed n, 466n 
Kello, ("Tory Kello"): 289 
Kempe, Ter[yll?]   ("the Serjeant"): 339, 

411 
Kempe, Mrs. Ter [yll?]: death of, 339 
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Kemp's  Landing  ("Kemps")   (Va.):   184, 
228 

Kenan, : 297 
Kenan, James: H. E. McCulloh asks aid 

of, 384 
Kentucky:   issue   of her  admission   into 

Confederation, mentioned, 335n 
Kinchen, Mr.: 116, 265, 356, 358 
Kinchen, Charly: 357, 357n 
Kinchen,   John:   identified,   357n;   men- 

tioned, 179 
Kings Bridge (N.Y.): is said Washington 

controls, 268 
Kings    Mountain,    Battle    of    ("King's 

Mountain"): discussed, 180-181 
Kingston: British fail to seize magazine 

at, 234; loyalists attack patriots near, 
251, 25 In 

Kinston. See Kingston 
Kniphausen, General: 201 
Knotts Island: British boats are reported 

at, 225 
Knox, Mr.: 13, 65, 85 
Knox, Mrs.: 138 

[Lafayette, Marquis de] ("the Marquis," 
"Fayette"): army of, crosses James 
River, 268-269; cavalry of, are reported 
to be at Roanoke River, 244; commands 
Continental troops under Washington 
in Virginia, 305; mentioned, 252, 269, 
287; reportedly defeats Cornwall is, 
266-267 

Lamb, Ensign: is killed at Eutaw Springs, 
304 

Lamb, Gideon (Colonel): identified, 92n; 
mentioned, 90 

Lancaster (Pa.): dissident elements of 
Pennsylvania Line march from, 434n 

Langford,  :  is reportedly stabbed 
by British, 245; wife of, is reportedly 
abused by British, 245 

Laudanum: identified, 283n; mentioned, 
282 

Laurens, John (Colonel): identified, 202n; 
is appointed minister to France, 201; 
mentioned, 299 

Lee, Charles: heads Southern Department 
of army, 94n 

Lee, [Henry] (Colonel): attacks George- 
town, S.C., 206; his actions at Eutaw 
Springs criticized, 303, 305n; mentioned, 
287, 302, 303 

Leech, Mr.: 26 
Leggatt, Captain: 328 

Leigh, Gilbert: is grand jury foreman, 38n 
Lennox, : son of, mentioned, 460 
Lenox, Miss: 104, 171, 231-232, 245, 254, 

255,267,270,271,360 
Lenox, Captain: 271 
Lenox, John: 271 
Lenox, (Lennox), Robert (Doctor): men- 

tioned, 54, 81, 270, 271, 360, 360n, 362, 
363, 375; refuses to take loyalty oath 
to state, 27In 

Leslie, Alexander (General): mentioned, 
296ed n, 326, 345; promises British will 
not carry off Negroes, 362; reportedly 
arrives to take Charleston, S.C., com- 
mand, 288 

[Lester?], Dr.: 163 
Lewis, Archibald: is accused of aiding 

and abetting burglary, 187, 188 
Lexington, Battle of: 48n 
Liberty Hall: is to receive proceeds from 

land sales, 332ed n 
Library: of William Hooper, mentioned, 

328 
Lillington, Alexander (General): identi- 

fied, 215n; mentioned, 192, 215, 230 
Lincoln, [Benjamin] (General): com- 

mands Continental troops under Wash- 
ington in Virginia, 305; is appointed 
Minister of War, 317; mentioned, 299; 
surrenders Charleston to British, 160 

Lindly'smill: 297 
Linton, William (Colonel): identified, 

277n; indictment of, mentioned, 278; is 
allowed bail in murder case, 281; is 
implicated in shooting an enemy pris- 
oner, 277n; is to be tried for murder, 
359; mentioned, 221, 221n, 276 

Littlejohn, [William?]: schooner of, is 
set afire by loyalists, 249; suffers 
losses in loyalist raids, 248, 252 

Littlejohn, Mrs. [William?]: 97 
Liverpool (England): 336 
Livingston, Robert R. ("Secretary for 

Foreign Affairs"): identified, 367n; is 
appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
317; mentioned, 365 

Locke, Matthew: identified, 212n; men- 
tioned, 211 

London (England): protests to king, 336 
London, John: identified, 435n; is de- 

tained as loyalist, 434 
London Magazine for 1780: 270 
Long, Mr.: 107 
Long, Mrs.: 179 
Long, Andrew: serves on grand jury, 15 
Long, James: serves on grand jury, 15 
Long, Nicholas (Colonel): 292 
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Long Island (N.Y.):" is said Washington 
controls, 268 

Lopez, Aaron: death of, discussed, 362; 
mentioned, 362n 

Lothbury, : 140 
[Lott?],Mr.: 162 
Lott, Mr.: 436 
Louis XVI (King of France): aid is sought 

from government of, 202n; is cheered by 
New Bernians, 26; is toasted by Eden- 
tonians, 27n; mentioned, 308n 

Love, Dr.: 140 
Lowther, Hardy, and Little Company: 166 
Lowther, John: death of, 293 
Lowther and Company: 168 
Loyalists: activities in Wilmington 

against, discussed, 434, 435n; are 
captured near New Bern, 251; are 
defeated at Elizabeth town, 296; are 
ordered in Wilmington to prepare to 
march with British, 264; are reported 
executed at New Bern, 251; are 
reported increasing in southeastern 
N.C., 296; are reported increasing in 
western N.C. counties, 296; are re- 
ported near Cross Creek, 288; are to 
be offered pardon by Governor Burke, 
288; attack patriots near Kingston, 
251, 251n; British hope to unite with, 
of Cumberland County, 208; carry 
Thomas Burke to Wilmington, 305-306; 
Edentonians call for caution concern- 
ing returning, 431; gather in Haw- 
Deep rivers area, 306; General As- 
sembly makes allowance for parents of 
departed, 61n; Governor Burke plans 
action against, 292; have refugee camp 
on James Island, S.C., 330; head Negro 
plundering group, 267; JI holds moder- 
ate opinions concerning treatment of, 
432n; law passed providing for renting 
lands of, 80n; mentioned, 55-56, 175, 
177, 209n, 243, 274n, 317, 326,, 337n, 
341, 433; operate row galleys on Albe- 
marle Sound, 184; parents, wives, and 
children of, are offered relief by General 
Assembly, 80n; precautions against, 
are planned at Hillsborough court 
session, 281, 284, 286; question of treat- 
ment of, divides South Carolina, 435n; 
raid Edenton area, 248; raid on Hills- 
borough by, discussed, 294-295, 296- 
297; raiding parties of, are expected to 
try to take Negroes, 257; raiding parties 
of, are pursued by Edentonians, 249; 
skirmish    with   patriots    after   Hills- 

borough raid, 295, 297; tough policies 
toward,   are   supported   by   S.C.  back- 
country, 435n 

Lurry, Thomas: serves on grand jury, 15 
Lutrell, Colonel: is wounded in skirmish 

with loyalists, 295 
Lyttle   (Lytle),   Colonel:   is  captured  by 

loyalists,  294;   is  wounded  in  loyalist 
raid, 294, 297 

Mc 

:417,418n McAllister,  
Macartney, Catharine: aids Margaret 

McCulloh Iredell, 410; helps Arthur 
Iredell obtain tutorship position, 411; 
her aid to Arthur Iredell, mentioned, 
432; letter of, 472; letter to, 432; men- 
tioned, 413n 

Macartney, George ("Lord Macartney"): 
aids Margaret McCulloh Iredell, 410; 
identified, 413n; is appointed governor 
of Fort St. George, India, 338; men- 
tioned, 349n,412, 472 

Macartney, Jane (Jane Stuart): 349n 
Macartney, Margaret: death of, men- 

tioned, 69, 71, 73; JFs legacy from, is 
to go to H. E. McCulloh, 396, 397n; 
mentioned, 410 

McCulloch, Alexander (Colonel): 6, 67, 
68n, 69, 109, 116, 143, 144, 175-182 
passim, 265, 287, 352, 359, 385, 455, 456, 
457 

McCulloch, Mrs. Alexander: 140, 179, 182 
McCulloch, Benjamin ("B.M.C.," "B. 

McC.," "Ben," "BMC," "Benj. McCul- 
loh"): H. E. McCulloh asks aid of, 384; 
mentioned, 8, lOn, 67, 116, 166, 168, 180, 
220, 373, 381, 382n, 394, 395, 396, 452; 
offers petition on behalf of H. E. Mc- 
Culloh, 469n; sons of, mentioned, 6, 172 

McCulloch, Mrs. Benjamin: 171, 172, 174, 
179,182 

McCulloch, Mary: 179 
McCulloch [?], Sally: 172 
McCulloch, Samuel: 179 
McCulloh, George: discussed, 420, 421n; 

his going to sea, mentioned, 374, 382; 
identified, 374n; mentioned, 164 

McCulloh, Henry ("My uncle," "my 
Father"): death of, mentioned, 164, 373, 
381; mentioned, 1, 49, 70, 74, 75; money 
owed by British Crown to, mentioned, 
381, 384; receives temporary support 
from British government, 413n 
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McCulloh, Henry Eustace: affidavit of 
John Burgwin supports, 70-71; asks 
Archibald Maclaine for aid in reversing 
property confiscation, 445; asks help of 
JI in seeking confiscation exemption, 
49-50; asks help of JI in seeking con- 
fiscation reversal, 380, 383, 394; at- 
tempts to reverse confiscation of prop- 
erty of, discussed, 467-468; books and 
papers of, listed, 168-169; business 
relationship of JI with, discussed, 165- 
166; confiscation of property of, dis- 
cussed, 384; his service as N.C. agent 
in England, mentioned, 75; is critical of 
British ministry, 71; is discussed by 
Arthur Iredell, 409-410; is informed 
that absentees' property will be con- 
fiscated, 1; is to receive JFs legacy 
from Margaret Macartney, 396, 397n; 
is urged to make personal appeal for 
confiscation exemption, 57; JI con- 
demns confiscation of property of, 420; 
JFs memorial on behalf of, 74-78; lands 
of, are advertised for sale, 381, 384; 
letter of, 49, 164, 372, 380, 382, 394; 
letter to, 1, 57, 395, 419, 467; mentioned, 
lOn, 65, 67, 69, 70, 71, 166, 403, 407, 409, 
443, 446; petition on behalf of, is pre- 
sented General Assembly, 469n; polit- 
ical duplicity of, discussed, 413n; prom- 
ises to make Thomas Iredell, Jr., his 
heir, 438; receives temporary support 
from British government, 410, 413n; 
returns to America, 57; sale of con- 
fiscated lands of, discussed, 395; seeks 
aid of Willie Jones in obtaining con- 
fiscation reversal, 382n; writes friends 
asking for aid in seeking confiscation 
reversal, 384-385 

McCulloh, Robert: 164 
McDougall, : 176 
McDowell, : 304 
McGuire, : 136 
McGuire (McGuyre), Thomas: declines 

attorney generalship, 85, 85n; men- 
tioned, 102 

Mackay, : 154 
Mackenzie, Mr.: 434 
Mackenzie (MacKenzie, McKenzie), Mr.: 

24, 25, 64, 275, 278, 289, 309 
Mackenzie (Meckenzie, MacKenzie), Mrs.: 

311,314,319,326,452 
Mackenzie. See also McKenzie 
McKenzie, Miss: 61, 62, 63, 64 
McKenzie, K.: 240 
McKenzie, William ("the Bertie Beauty"): 

identified, 227n; marriage of, men- 
tioned, 262; mentioned, 227 

McKenzie. See also Mackenzie 
Maclaine (McLaine, Mclane), Archibald 

("M"): advocates moderation in treat- 
ment of loyalists, 435n; children of, 
mentioned, 297; declines superior court 
judgeship, 59n; family of, is in British- 
held Wilmington, 206; H. E. McCulloh 
asks aid of, 384; letter of, 1, 296, 378, 
433, 444, 445, 453; mentioned, 8, 9, 11, 
129, 191-209 passim, 258, 343, 344, 361, 
401, 404, 415, 465; opposes annual 
meetings of General Assembly, 444; 
opposes John Walker on loyalist ques- 
tion, 337n; urges JI not to decline 
General Assembly membership, 379 

Maclaine, J.: 415 
McLay, Mrs.: 409 
McNeil, Hector: is killed in state militia 

attack on loyalists, 296ed n, 297; leads 
loyalists in Hillsborough raid, 294 

McRee, Griffith John: 337n, 445n 

M 

Mabin, 297 
Madeira: 444 
Madison,    James:    explains    Congress's 

resolution   on   evaluation   of improved 
lands, 378ed n; mentioned, 223n 

Madras   (India):    George   Macartney   is 
named  governor  of,  413n;  mentioned, 
412 

Magee's   ("Magees"):   Cornwallis   is  re- 
ported to be at, 209 

Mallett,    Daniel:    operates    Wilmington 
mercantile firm, 403n 

Mallett,  Peter:  identified, 402n-403n;  is 
exempted from pardon and oblivion act, 
401; mentioned, 329, 330 

Manhattan  (N.Y.):  is site of Baron von 
Poellnitz's experimental farm, 349n 

Manigault's Ferry (S.C.): 301 
Manlar. See Allen, Marlow and Company 
Mann, Theophilus: is accused of seditious 

speaking, 124 
Mansfield, Lord: 439 
Manumission:   is  prohibited   by  General 

Assembly except for outstanding public 
service, 83ed n 

Mare, John: 118 
Marin, : 219 
Marion,    [Francis]    (Colonel,    General): 

commands regiment at Eutaw Springs, 
301; mentioned, 177, 287, 303 
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Marlar. See Allen, Marlow and Company 
Marlow. See Allen, Marlow and Company 
Marfsh?], Miss: is to marry, 100 
Martin, Mr.: 108, 119, 347, 455 
Martin, Captain: is captured, 267 
Martin, Alexander (Colonel, Governor) 

("the Governor"): becomes acting gov- 
ernor, 307n; defeats Samuel Johnston 
for governorship, 347n; identified, 219n; 
is reelected governor, 389ed n; letter 
of, 346; mentioned, 218, 306, 321, 322, 
332n, 356, 379, 388, 393, 434n, 467; 
receives official accounts of peace 
preliminaries, 401; succeeds Thomas 
Burke as governor, 355n 

Martin, Josiah (Governor): 166, 168, 
454n 

Martinique: 230 
Martin's Tavern: 82 
Maryland: is without vote in Continental 

Congress, 238; troops from, mentioned, 
149-150; troops from, participate in 
Eutaw Springs battle, 302, 303 

Maskelyn, Mr.: 69 
Masonboro: identified, 3In 
Masonboro Sound: 31n 
Master, Paddy: 219 
[Mattocky?] (England): 441 
Maubly, Middleton: 346 
Mays, George: is accused of assault, 187- 

188; is accused of burglary, 187 
Mebane (Meban), Colonel: attacks loyal- 

ists leaving Hillsborough raid, 295; 
mentioned, 298 

Mecklenburg County ("Mecklenburgh"): 
is described as "well affected" toward 
patriots, 281 

Medicines and medical treatments: 
bitters, 195, 242, 245, 315; bleeding, 
183; blister, 183; camomile flowers 
("cammomoil"), 242; caustic, 262; cin- 
nabar, 442; cinnamon, 266; hartshorn, 
256; horehound ("horeound") tea, 179; 
inoculation, 82, 342, 343; ipecacuanha, 
454, 455n, 457; laudanum, 282, 283n; 
paregoric, 452, 454; [quinine?] ("the 
bark") 180, 183, 266, 282, 283, 296, 311, 
314, 315, 316; rhubarb, 388, 454; rum 
and sugar, 256; tamarind, 265, 266n; 
tartar ('tarter"), 247, 291, 348 

Meherrin River: 243 
Mercenaries: British hiring of, men- 

tioned, 16, 46 
Meredith, Captain: 184, 348, 357 
Meredith, David: is ordered to repair 

Suffolk-Edenton road, 146 

Meredith, Mrs. David. See Meredith, 
Sarah 

Meredith, Sarah (Mrs. David Meredith, 
Mrs. Richard Brownrigg): 146 

Milburn, : 244 
Miles, Captain ("the Capt."): 312, 315, 

316 
Miles, John: is accused of passing counter- 

feit money, 124-125 
Miles, William: is allegedly passed 

counterfeit money, 125 
Military supplies and munitions: arrive 

at Halifax, 150; British attempt to 
destroy at Kingston, 234; importation 
of, mentioned, 206, 206n; mentioned, 
378 

Miller's Ferry ("Miller's"): 259 
Minorca: expedition against, is reportedly 

launched, 299; mentioned, 371 
Miralles, Juan de: attends Edenton cele- 

bration of signing of treaties with 
France, 27n 

Money and monetary problems: distress 
Continental Congress, 202; inflation 
and depreciation, mentioned, 12, 22-23, 
55, 150, 167, 168ed n, 202, 212ed n, 324, 
425; mentioned, 238, 251, 257, 308, 393. 
See also Paper money 

Monks Corner (S.C.): 301, 304 
Montagu, Captain: is captured, 379 
Montagu, Charles Greville (Lord): identi- 

fied, 380n; is captured, 379 
Montfort, Mr.: death of son of, mentioned, 

174; mentioned, 69, 108, 179 
Montfort, Mrs.: 67, 179, 182 
Montfort, Betsey: marries, 116; men- 

tioned, 108 
Montfort, H.: wife of, is reportedly abused 

by British, 245 
Montfort, Henry: witnesses affidavit of 

John Burgwin, 71 
Montfort, I.: death of, mentioned, 172; 

mentioned, 171 
Montfort, Joseph: 164, 166, 168, 169 
Montfort, Mrs. [Joseph]: death of, men- 

tioned, 171,174 
Moore, Mr.: 354,392 
Moore, Mrs.: 417 
Moore, Alfred: mentioned, 279, 465; suc- 

ceeds JI as attorney general, 321n 
Moore, James (Ensign): 416n 
Moore, James (General): 336, 416n 
Moore, James: identified, 416n; marriage 

of, mentioned, 343; mentioned, 414 
Moore, Mrs. James. See Nash, Betsy 
Moore, Maurice: 321n, 343, 344n 
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Moore, Polly (Polly Nash, Mrs. Roger 
Moore): identified, 416n; mentioned, 
414; remarries, 418n 

Moore, Roger: 416n 
Moore, Roger: identified, 416n; is accused 

of plot against Wm. Davis, 416n; men- 
tioned, 418n 

Moore, Mrs. Roger. See Moore, Polly 
Moravians: their settlement of Salem, 

discussed, 12n 
Moravian Town. See Salem 
Morgan, Daniel (Colonel, General): his 

victory at Cowpens, mentioned, 205n, 
207, 212; identified, 178n; mentioned, 
176, 177; reports on Cowpens victory to 
Continental Congress, 205, 205n 

Morris, Robert ("R. Morrace"): identified, 
42In; is appointed Financier General 
and Minister of Marine, 317; is ap- 
pointed to supervise United States 
finances, 237; letter to, 421 

Mulberry Bridge: 208 
Murder. See Crimes and resulting legal 

actions: murder 
Music: 461 

N 

N. ., Miss: 62 
Nantwich (England): 423 
Nash, Mrs.: mentioned, 268, 281; plans to 

leave Edenton, 84 
Nash, Abner (Governor) ("his Excel- 

lency"): advocates more power for 
Continental Congress, 371-372; H. E. 
McCulloh asks aid of, 384; is accused 
of plot against Wm. Davis, 416n; is 
elected governor, 152n; is to leave 
Continental Congress, 372; is to order 
raising of troops, 150; leaves Conti- 
nental Congress, 366n-367n; letter of, 
35, 119, 370; marriage of, discussed, 
36n; mentioned, 26, 27, 28, 82, 108, 150, 
156, 163, 192, 194, 234, 341, 344, 374, 
395; sees Articles of Confederation as 
faulty, 372 

Nash, Mrs. Abner. See Nash, Justina 
Davis; Nash, Mary Jones 

Nash, Betsy (Mrs. James Moore): identi- 
fied, 416n; marriage of, mentioned, 343; 
mentioned, 414 

Nash, Francis: 416n 
Nash, Mrs. Francis ("Mrs. Frank Nash"): 

identified, 344n; mentioned, 344, 416n 
Nash, Justina Davis (Justina Davis, 

Mrs. Arthur Dobbs, Mrs. Abner Nash): 

identified, 36n; mentioned, 416n 
Nash, Mary Jones (Mary Jones, Mrs. 

Abner Nash) ("The Lady"): identified, 
36n; mentioned, 36-37, 150 

Nash, Polly. See Moore, Polly 
Nash, Thomas: 416n 
Negroes: are sent by Cornwallis to plun- 

der, 266, 267; deposition concerning 
enslavement of free, 83; Edentonians 
march against body of plundering, 266, 
267; loyalist raiding parties are ex- 
pected to attempt taking, 257; men- 
tioned, 184, 240, 242, 243; relate rumors 
of British plans, 203. See also Slaves; 
Slaves and servants 

Neilson, Mr.: 216, 236, 243 
Neilson, Archibald: letter of, 454; men- 

tioned, 275 
Nelson, : brig of, mentioned, 249 
Nelson, Governor: 291 
Nelson's Ferry (S.C.): 301 
Netherlands ("the Dutch"): accedes to 

armed neutrality policy, 210; attempts 
to improve naval forces, 237; British 
are expected to attack East Indies pos- 
sessions of, 210; is expected to have 
support of Scandinavian nations against 
Britain, 232, 237; loan to U.S. from, is 
backed by French, 308n; mentioned, 
371; reportedly declares war with 
Great Britain, 223, 250 

Neuse River: 148 
Neuville, Noirmont de la: brother of, 

mentioned, 368; letter of, 367; men- 
tioned, 13-14 

New Bern (Newbern): Benedict Arnold 
plans to destroy shipping stores at, 
226ed n; celebrates signing of treaties 
with France, 26; district militia of, 
mentioned, 194; inhabitants of, fear 
reported British advance, 230; is oc- 
cupied by James Craig, 277n; is scene 
of inoculations, 82; J. Cooke is elected 
clerk of court at, 3; James Craig is 
reported near, 277; loyalists are re- 
ported executed at, 251; loyalists are 
reported intercepted near, 251 

New England: troops from, mentioned, 
433 

New Jersey ("the Jersies"): crossing of 
William Howe's army into, mentioned, 
41; states east of, are without vote in 
Continental Congress, 238 

New Providence (Bahamas): 267 
New River lands: of Hannah Iredell, 

mentioned, 342, 413, 414, 446n 
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New York (city): American goal of 
capturing, mentioned, 230; blockade of, 
mentioned, 296; British evacuation of, 
is thought a possibility, 238, 261; 
Clinton reportedly evacuates, 299; 
harbor of, is reported blocked by French 
fleet, 271; mentioned, 54, 333; ships 
captured by British are carried to, 334; 
siege of, is lifted, 299; siege of, men- 
tioned, 296; Washington and French 
fleet reportedly attack, 268 

New York (state): mentioned, 305; op- 
poses Vermont entry into Confedera- 
tion, 335n; receives supplies through 
Philadelphia, 202; sheriff from, is held 
by Vermonters, 323 

Newburgh Addresses: 372, 372n 
Newry (Ireland): ships are expected 

from, 444 
Ninety Six (S.C.): mentioned, 177; siege 

of, is lifted, 263 
Norcom, Frederick: is plaintiff in court 

case, 339-340; wins court litigation, 
340 

Norcom v. Vail: 339-340 
Norfleet, : 147 
Norfolk (Va.): British troops land at, 85ed 

n; mentioned, 475 
North, [Frederick] ("Lord North): 46,47 
North-Carolina Gazette: contains adver- 

tisement for sale of Hannah Iredell's 
land, 27n; is published by Robert Keith, 
451ed n; mentioned, 48ed n, 198n; 
publishes essay of John Hay, 466n; 
reports return of Thomas Barker, 68n 

North Carolina: approves Impost of 1781, 
317, 318ed n; emissions of fiat money 
by, discussed, 212ed n; has no vote in 
Continental Congress, 317; is asked to 
send troops to South Carolina, 56ed 
n-57ed n; is to raise troops, 150; is 
unrepresented in Continental Congress, 
334; troops from, participate in Eutaw 
Springs battle, 301, 302. See also Gen- 
eral Assembly (N.C.) 

North Landing: British boats are reported 
at, 225 

North River: 334 
Northampton County: men of, are ordered 

to assemble, 234-235 
Northeast Cape Fear River ("the North- 

east"): bridge over, mentioned, 329; 
mentioned, 328 

Nutbush plantation: 422n 

O 

Obstruction   of  public   service:   313-314. 
See   also   Crimes   and   resulting  legal 
actions 

Occoneechee ("Occoneechy"): 81 
Ocracoke   ("the  Bar"):   Benedict Arnold 

plans to station British ships at, 226n; 
mentioned, 184, 267 

Ogden, : 281 
Ogg, Mr.: 180 
Oldham, Thomas: his confiscation appeal 

referred to state House committee, 79n 
Orange County: militia of, is ordered out, 

281 
Orangeburg (S.C.): is occupied by British, 

287 
Osbornes: British destroy tobacco at, 235 
Ostend (Belgium): 368 
Otter: 208 
Outer Banks. See [Bankers?] 
Oxford: 9n 

Palfrey, William: is sent to France as 
U.S. consul, 201; identified, 202n 

Palmer, Mr.: 443 
Palmer, Mrs.: 443 
Palmer, Colonel: 380 
Palmer, Robert: his confiscation appeal 

referred to state House committee, 79n 
Pamburn, Dominick: 340 
Pamburn, Elizabeth Vail: 339, 340 
Paper: effort is made to conserve, 275; 

scarcity of, discussed, 276n 
Paper money: act for redemption of, men- 

tioned, 402n; Chowan County citizens 
call for end to emissions of, 448; emis- 
sions of, discussed, 212ed n; emissions 
of, mentioned, 401; is debated by Conti- 
nental Congress, 222-223; is discredited 
in Philadelphia, 237; mentioned, 22-23, 
323, 444. See also Money and monetary 
problems 

Park, Mr.: 109 
Parke, Mr.: 7 
Parke, Mrs.: 7 
Parker, : suit involving, mentioned, 

435 
Parker, Major: 323 
Parliamentary Register ("Pari. Regis- 

ter") : is requested by JI, 426 
Parsons, Captain: 304 
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Parsons, Samuel (General): identified, 
341n; mentioned, 341 

Pasquotank County: mentioned, 92n; 
Quakers free slaves in, 83ed n 

Pasquotank Ferry: 85-86 
Pasteur, Charles (Dr.): identified, 82n; 

mentioned, 82, 108, 452, 454 
Pasture, Captain. See Pasture, Major 
Pasture, Major: death of, mentioned, 251, 

251n 
Patterson, Mrs.: 348 
Payne, Mr.: 81,84,266,298 
Payne, Michael: 265 
Payne, Polly: 63,64,184 
Peace negotiations: are subject of specu- 

lation, 370 
Peace treaty ("Articles of Peace"): fifth 

article of, mentioned, 394; fifth article 
of, quoted, 395n; fourth article of, men- 
tioned, 380; fourth article of, quoted, 
382n; JI believes N.C. laws violate, 415; 
mentioned, 373, 398, 420, 422, 431, 433, 
445, 468; signing of, is reported, 453; 
sixth article of, mentioned, 381; sixth 
article of, quoted, 382n 

Peal, Mr.: 66 
Pearson, Mrs. John. See Pearson, Mar- 

garet 
Pearson, Margaret (Mrs. John Pearson) 

("my Mother"): is left annuity by son, 
443; mentioned, 44, 61n, 62, 64, 80, 97, 
203, 226, 243, 247, 259, 270, 275, 280, 
319, 347, 351, 375, 442; petitions for 
confiscation delay for Nathaniel Dukin- 
field, 203-204; petitions for confiscation 
exemption for Nathaniel Dukinfield, 
60-61 

Peerage: 426 
Pembrum. See Pembrune 
Pembrune (Pembrum), Dominic (Dr.): 

identified, 368n; mentioned, 97, 367, 
368 

Pendleton, Mr.: 301 
Penn : 175,354 
Penn, Mr.: 158 
Penn,[John]: 82 
Pennsylvania: mentioned, 377ed n; State 

House of, is surrounded by dissident 
soldiers, 434n 

Pensacola (Fla.): expedition from Havana, 
Cuba, against, mentioned, 243 

Percy, Hugh, Earl: 349n 
Percy, Lady. See Poellnitz, Lady Friedrick 

. . . von 

Perquimans County ("Perquimons"): 
boats from, are to be used against 
loyalists, 252; Quakers free slaves in, 
83edn 

Person, Thomas ("Tho. Persions"): dis- 
cussed, 212n; H.E. McCulloh asks aid 
of, 384-385; mentioned, 211 

Petersburg (Va.): British destroy tobacco 
at, 235; British reportedly march from, 
252; mentioned, 250 

Pettigrew,       :      mentioned,      86; 
preaches in Camden County, 92 

Philadelphia (Pa.): dissident soldiers 
surround State House in, 434ed n; 
economic conditions in, mentioned, 308, 
308n; is effectively blockaded by Brit- 
ish, 334, 349; is said less healthy place 
than Charleston, S.C., 398; supplies for 
New York State pass through, 202; 
supplies for southern states pass 
through, 202; troops under Robert 
Howe march for, 433 

Phillips, William (General): mentioned, 
211ed n, 230; takes Williamsburg, Va., 
232 

Pickens, [Andrew] (General): commands 
troops at Eutaw Springs, 301; is 
wounded at Eutaw Springs, 304 

Pitch Landing: British are expected at, 
267; identified, 244n; mentioned, 243 

Pitt County Militia ("Pitt Malitia"): 
prepares to meet British at Tarboro, 
234 

Pleas to the Crown: 453n 
Plyer, : 418 
Poellnitz, Friedrick Charles Hans Bruno, 

Baron von ("Baron de Poellnitz," 
"Baron Polinitz," "the Baron"): chil- 
dren of, mentioned, 369, 393, 399; 
identified, 349n; letter of, 418; men- 
tioned, 348, 351, 357, 360, 369 

Poellnitz, Lady Friedrick . . . von (Anne 
Stuart, Lady Percy) ("his Lady"): dis- 
cussed, 349n; mentioned, 348, 351, 357, 
369 

Poetry: of JI, mentioned, 460 
Polk, Colonel: is wounded at Eutaw 

Springs, 304 
Polk, Lieutenant: is killed at Eutaw 

Springs, 304 
Polk, Thomas: 385 
Pollock, Cullen: canoe of, is used against 

loyalists, 252; mentioned, 207, 228, 231, 
265, 280, 284, 300, 312, 330, 331, 337, 
352-362 passim, 393, 400 
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Pollock, Mrs. Cullen: 352-362 passim, 393, 
404, 414 

Porterfield, Captain: is killed at Eutaw 
Springs, 299, 304 

Portsmouth (England): 437 
Portsmouth (Va.): Benedict Arnold lands 

with troops at, 225ed n; British are 
reportedly fortifying, 84; British 
mutiny at, is reported, 225; British 
troops land at, 85ed n; French fail to 
destroy British base at, 220; men- 
tioned, 210, 228, 235, 267n, 269, 475; 
possible establishment of strong British 
post at, mentioned, 222 

Portugal: emperor and queen of, favor 
Great Britain, 232, 237; emperor of, 
offers mediation services, 232 

Postal rate: 163 
Poushet, Peter: is accused of passing 

counterfeit money, 152-153 
Powell, William: is accused of obstructing 

the public service, 313-314 
Powell, William (the younger): is accused 

of obstructing the public service, 313- 
314 

Preston, William (Colonel): 176 
Price, : 456 
Price, Thomas: serves on grand jury, 15 
Princeton (N.C.): 244n 
Princeton (N.J.): Continental Congress 

meets in, 442n 
Princeton College. See College of New 

Jersey 
Princeton grammar school (N.J.): 442 
Prinz, Rudolph: 36n 
Proclamation of the Cessation of Hostili- 

ties: is read in Wilmington, 417 
Prussia: King of, mentioned, 237, 348 
Pucheu, Mr.: letter of, 5, 43 
Pugh, Frank: 242 
Pulaski's Legion: 160n 

Q 

Quakers: free slaves in Pasquotank and 
Perquimans counties, 83ed n; men- 
tioned, 66 

Quebec: 324n 
Quince, Mr.: death of, 41 
Quinn, Michael: is killed, 277n; shooting 

of, mentioned, 281; trial for murder of, 
mentioned, 359 

R 

Ramsey's Mill ("Ramsays Mills," "Ram- 
say's Mills"):  Cornwallis rests troops 

at, 221n; mentioned, 221, 233; skirmish 
with loyalists occurs near, 295 

Rand, Mr.: 297 
Rape: 185. See also Crimes and resulting 

legal actions 
[Ratten], : 149 
[Rawdon-Hastings, Francis] ("Rawden"): 

marches to relieve Ninety Six, 263 
Read, Colonel: 221 
Reade, Colonel: is captured by loyalists, 

294 
Recreation and entertainment: JI sees 

lack of, in America, 427. See also Cards; 
Dancing and parties; Horses: racing 
of, is held; Music; Slackwire perform- 
ance 

Reed, Major: 279 
Reed, Joseph: is offered bribe, 48n 
Reeves, Richard: is accused of assault, 

187-188; is accused of burglary, 187 
Reguenoi, Peter: is allegedly passed 

counterfeit money, 152 
Regulators: Hillsborough actions by, 

discussed, lOn; Hillsborough actions by, 
mentioned, 8 

Reid, John: is imprisoned by British, 
296ed n 

Relfe, : 39 
Reports of Adjudged Cases in the Courts 

of Chancery, Kings Bench, Common 
Pleas and Exchequer . . .: 320, 321n 

Reynolds, [Joshua]: 413n 
Rhode Island: defeats Impost of 1781, 

372; French fleet gathers at, 250; 
French fleet reportedly sails from, 244 

Rice, : 235 
Rice, : court case involving, 464 
Rice, Mr.: 405,407 
Richmond (Va.): British reportedly march 

toward, 252; newspapers in, mentioned, 
467n 

Richmond, Duke of: 350 
Righton, William: is Edenton merchant, 

216n 
Rights, John: wife of, is reportedly abused 

by British, 245 
[Rissif], : 149 
Roanoke  River   ("Roanoak"):  cavalry of 

Lafayette  are reported to be at, 244 
Cornwallis  is  to  be  opposed  at, 287 
difficulty  in   crossing,  discussed,   147 
General  Wayne  is reported to be at, 
244;    Nathanael   Greene    recommends 
removing Edenton cannon up, 225ed n 

Robbery: 128, 346. See also Crimes and 
resulting legal actions 

Roberts, : marries, 99 
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Robertson, William: his History of Scot- 
land ..., mentioned, 170,170n 

Rochambeau, [Jean Baptiste Donatien de 
Vimeur, Comte de] (General): his talks 
with Washington, discussed, 253n- 
254n 

Rodney, George (Admiral): captures St. 
Eustatius, 216n 

Rodney, Thomas: 261n 
Rolfe, Thomas: is defendant in court case, 

52-53 
Roman history: is read by Nelly Blair, 

231 
Ross, Benjamin: is accused of treason, 

125-126 
Ross, Elijah: is accused of treason, 125- 

126 
Ross, Francis: is accused of treason, 125- 

126 
Roulhac, Mr.: 61, 62,65 
Rowan County: is described as "well 

affected" toward patriots, 281 
Russia: joins Dutch in war against Brit- 

ish, 250; minister is sent to Empress of, 
201 

Rutherford, : British establish post 
at mills of, 264; British reap wheat of, 
263; his mills, mentioned, 263, 264n 

Rutherford,  : mentioned, &29; mi- 
litia under, plunders William Hooper's 
home, 328 

Rutherford, General: 306 
Rutherford, Major: is killed at Eutaw 

Springs, 304 
Rutledge, John (Governor): identified, 

178n; is told not to expect more N.C. 
troops, 85ed n; mentioned, 175 

Ryan, : 285 

St. Augustine (Fla.): has garrison of 
refugee loyalists, 364-365; suspected 
loyalist James Cruden flees to, 434 

St. Austin: 103 
St. Christopher. See St. Kitts 
St. Eustatius ("Statia") (West Indies): 

British capture, 216; North Carolina 
trade with, briefly discussed, 216n 

St. Kitts (St. Christopher) (West Indies): 
French fleet reportedly sails against, 
268; mentioned, 367, 368 

St. Lucia (West Indies): is reportedly 
taken by French, 268 

St. Paul: 269 
St. Paul's Parish: lOOn 

Salem ("the Moravian town"): described, 
11; identified, 12n; mentioned, 9; troops 
are to rendezvous at, 176 

Salisbury: court clerkship at, mentioned, 
3; is said not a healthy place, 9; lands 
of H. E. McCulloh in district of, are 
advertised for sale, 384; trials for 
treason are conducted at, 113 

[Sail?]: 325 
Sampson, John (Colonel): identified, 297n 
Sampson Hall: identified, 297n; men- 

tioned, 296 
Sandy Point (St. Kitts): 368 
[Santander] (Spain) ("Saint ander"): 

identified, 44n; mentioned, 43, 44 
Santee, High Hills of (S.C.): 288, 301, 306 
Savage, 
Savage, 
Savage, 

("Northern 

128 
235 
suit against, 299 

Savage, William (Dr.): identified, 29n; is 
Edenton merchant, 216n; mentioned, 
27,35,36,61,62, 147, 198 

Savannah (Ga.): 287 
Saville, George: 202 
Sawyer, Captain: 86, 293 
Scandinavian       countries 

Powers"):    are    expected    to   support 
Dutch against British, 232, 237 

Scarborough, William: is plaintiff in court 
case,52-53 

Scarborough v. Rolfe: 52-53 
Schools and colleges: See College of New 

Jersey; College of Philadelphia; Gil- 
latty, Mrs.; Granville County school; 
Granville Hall; Liberty Hall; Princeton 
grammar school (N.J.); Science Hall; 
Smith's Academy; Springer, Mr.; 
Trinity College, Cambridge; University 
of Glasgow; University of North Caro- 
lina; Windsor: school at, mentioned; 
writing school 

Schulbeck,   
464 

court case involving, 

Science Hall: trustees of, are given per- 
mission to conduct lottery, 332ed n 

Sectionalism: in Continental Congress, 
333-334, 335n; in 1783 N.C. guberna- 
torial election, 389ed n 

Sedition. See Crimes and resulting legal 
actions: seditious speaking and speak- 
ing aginst state 

Selby. See Shelby 
Sharpe, William: identified, 277n; men- 

tioned, 277, 280, 299; praises Samuel 
Johnston, 26In 

Shaw, Mr.: 25 
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Shelby ("Selby"), Isaac: 176 
Sheridan, [Richard Brinsley] : 413n 
Ships and vessels. See Betsey; Blonde; 

Confederacy; delight; Edenton; Fair 
American; French Admiral; Irish Piper; 
Otter; Quebec 

Silas, : wife of, described, 465 
Simms, Mrs.: 244 
[Singleton], Mr.: 200 
Sitgreaves, John: 464 
Skewarky ("Skewaroky"): 147 
Skinner, Mr.: 263 
Slackwire performance: 54 
Slaves: are encouraged to join British 

service, 329; are freed by Quakers in 
Pasquotank and Perquimans counties, 
83ed n; are included under tax law if 
over sixty years old, 402n; are lost by 
John Johnston, 245; are lost by W. Hill, 
239; are said determined to run off to 
British, 239; British attempt to en- 
courage insurrection of, mentioned, 
17, 46; British carrying off of, men- 
tioned, 446; British promise not to 
carry off, 362; counting of, in determin- 
ing improved lands value is debated, 
377ed n-378ed n; deposition concerning 
enslavement of freed, 83; loss of, to 
British, mentioned, 328; manumission 
of, is limited by General Assembly, 
83ed n; mentioned, 44, 84, 228, 252, 313, 
319, 326, 327, 328, 330, 397; selling of, 
mentioned, 388, 414. See also Negroes; 
Slaves and servants 

Slaves and servants: Affra, 239; Aggy, 
309; Andrew, 4, 24, 25, 30, 119, 224, 
229, 242, 246, 255, 279, 309, 310, 316, 
326; Basco, 227; Bett, 232, 256; 
[Cary?], 399; Dundee, 361, 362, 363; 
Eda, 316; Edy, 255, 309; George, 181; 
Isham, 309; Jack, 62, 63, 64; Jem, 30, 
414; Jim, 81, 418; John, 329; Juba, 170; 
Lavinia, 329; Nelly, 111; Parson, 82; 
Pen, 256; Peter, 84, 112, 140, 196, 199, 
201, 229, 244, 246, 247, 255, 268, 284, 
289, 292, 314, 315, 316, 342, 343, 345, 
362, 386, 388, 409; Rink, 256; Sarah, 
195, 199, 242, 246, 256, 309, 310, 319, 
362, 386; Simon, 246, 255, 259; 
[Spikes?], 325; Stella, 255, 267, 309; 
Will, 268, 279 

Slingsby, Mr.: heads loyalists defeated at 
Elizabethtown, 296 

Smallwood, William (General): identified, 
178n; mentioned, 176 

.:   is  detained   as  loyalist, Smith,    
434 

Smith, Captain: 363 
Smith, John: is alleged assault victim, 38 
Smith, Robert: activities of, discussed, 

263n-264n; captured schooner of, is 
retaken, 249; letter of, 204, 235, 248, 
263, 269, 271, 272; mentioned, 115, 119, 
133, 156, 177, 195, 202-243 passim, 264- 
269 passim, 282, 290, 310, 312, 314, 330, 
336; suffers losses in loyalist raids, 
248, 252; will of, discussed, 331, 331ed n 

Smithfield. See Johnston Court House 
Smith's Academy: bill for creation of, 

mentioned, 341, 34 In; founding of, 
discussed, 33led n-332ed n; plans for, 
discussed, 376, 441-442 

Somerville, John: marries, 108, 109n; 
mentioned, 179 

South Carolina: agrees to duty on im- 
ports for support of Continental Con- 
gress, 445; assembly of, discussed, 398; 
assembly of, mentioned, 379; fighting 
ability of troops from, discussed, 93; 
governor of, is told to expect no more 
N.C. troops, 85ed n; haughty treatment 
of North Carolina by, is alleged, 57ed n; 
inhabitants of, are seen as revolting 
against British occupation, 215; is 
accused of attempting to recruit N.C. 
soldiers, 55; is divided over loyalist 
question, 435n; John Armstrong is to 
command Continental troops in, 94n; 
Nathanael Greene attacks British posts 
in, 233n; North Carolina is asked to 
send troops to assist, 56edn; struggle 
against British in, mentioned, 287; 
troops from, participate in Eutaw 
Springs battle, 301, 302 

South Quay (Va.): British deserters are 
reported at, 225; is burned, 267; men- 
tioned, 351 

Southern states: receive supplies through 
Philadelphia, 202; transfer of war to, is 
thought probable, 261 

Spaight, Richard Dobbs: identified, 357n; 
mentioned, 356 

Spain ("Court of Madrid"): British min- 
ister is allowed to continue in, 210, 214; 
her war aims, mentioned, 370-371; is 
suspected of duplicity, 214; mentioned, 
261; negotiations of John Jay in, men- 
tioned, 232, 238 

Spanish naval forces: are to move with 
French   against   Jamaica,   323;   men- 
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tioned, 310; reportedly sail against 
Jamaica, 334 

Spencer, Samuel ("S") (Judge): is court 
judge, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 145, 
152, 185, 186, 187, 189, 190, 313; JPs 
opinion of, mentioned, 467n; letter of, 
211, 466; mentioned, 8, 26, 28, 83, 129, 
147, 148, 173, 322 

Spikes, William: is accused of rape, 185 
Spillers, Mr.: 55 
Springer, Mr.: is to organize school in 

Warren County, 110 
Squires, [Appelton]: is accused of treason, 

125-126 
Staffordshire Potteries (England): 441 
Starkey, Edward: is elected speaker of 

House, 389ed n 
State v. Ann Tyson and Arasiah Tyson: 

189-190 
State v. Bateman: 120-121 
State v. Bonner: 36-37 
State v. Caps: 121-122 
State v. Daugherty: 122-123 
State v. Finnagin and Others: 186-188 
State v. Gibbon: 37-38 
State y.Hobbs: 190-191 
State v. Mann: 123-124 
State v. Miles: 124-125 
State v. Peter Poushet: 152-153 
State v. Spikes: 185 
State w.Sugg: 185-186 
State v. Vail: 122 
State v. Van Daniel and others: 125-126 
State v. William Powell and William 

Powell, the younger: 312-314 
Statutes at Large from Magna Charta to 

the Seventh Year of King George II 
Inclusive: 453n 

Sterne, [Laurence]: 440 
Stewart, John: 180 
Stokes, John (Captain): 179, 452 
Stone, David: 218n 
Stone, Zedekiah: identified, 218n; men- 

tioned, 217 
Strange, John: his Reports of Adjudged 

Cases in the Courts of Chancery, Kings 
Bench, Common Pleas and Exchequer 
. . . , mentioned, 320, 321n; identified, 
32 In 

Strudwick, : 140, 161, 175 
Stuart, Anne. See Poellnitz, Lady Fried- 

rick ... von 
Stuart, Jane. See Macartney, Jane 
Stumpy-reach: 248 
Style, General: 375 

Suffolk (Va.): British troops are thought 
to be at, 225; Cornwallis heads 900 men 
at, 266; Edenton road to, is ordered 
repaired, 145-146; is occupied by 
British, 85ed n; mentioned, 351 

Suffren, Balli de: 439n 
Sugg, Aquila: is accused of speaking 

against state, 186 
Summerton: 351 
Sumner, Jethro (General): has troops at 

Charlotte, 172; his brigade participates 
in Eutaw Springs battle, 302; identified, 
174n; mentioned, 176, 312 

Sumner, Luke: is court judge, 37 
Sumpter. See Sumter 
Sumter (Sumpter), [Thomas] (General): 

his regiment participates in Eutaw 
Springs battle, 301; mentioned, 287 

Swann, Mr.: 328 

Tamarind: identified, 266n; mentioned, 
265 

Tar River: 148 
Tarboro: British are believed bound for, 

278; Cornwallis is reported headed for, 
234 

Tarleton, Banastre: is defeated at Cow- 
pens, 205n; mentioned, 174n 

Tatam, : 324 
Tatem, Major: 298 
Tatum, Abs.: 297 
Taylor, Jas: is elected clerk of Hills- 

borough court, 3 
Tea Act: 75 
Telfair, Mr.: 155 
Thaxton, Colonel: 326 
Thomlinson, Mr.: 25, 342, 343 
Thomlinson, Mrs.: 150 
Thomson, Joe: 255 
Tisdale, Mr.: 378 
Tobacco: is destroyed by British, 235; 

mentioned, 163, 216n, 351 
Tobago (West Indies): is reportedly taken 

by French, 268 
Tomb's store: 146 
Toomer, Mrs.: 417 
Tories. See Loyalists 
Tory Legion (of Banastre Tarleton): is 

defeated at Cowpens, 205n 
Tour, Mr. La: 39 
Transylvania Land Company: lOn, 199n 
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Treason. See Crimes and resulting legal 
actions: treason and misprision of 
treason 

Tredwell, Samuel: 169, 169n 
Trentham (England): 441 
Trespass. See Crimes and resulting legal 

actions: trespass 
Treville, : 208 
Trinity College, Cambridge: Arthur Ire- 

dell obtains degree from, 338 
Tryaquin. See Tyaquin 
Try on, William: 152n, 435n 
Tryon's Palace. See Governor's Palace 
Tuckahoe Meadows land ("land on Trent," 

"our Plantation"): of Hannah Iredell, 
is advertised for sale, 27n; mentioned, 
14, 28, 200, 342, 343, 407, 413, 446n 

Turner, David: identified, 327n; men- 
tioned, 326 

Tyaquin: 436 
Tymons, A.: serves on grand jury, 15 
Tyson, Ann: is accused of murder, 189-190 
Tyson, Arasiah: is accused of murder, 

189-190 

U 

United   States   Supreme   Court:   24ed  n, 
321n 

University of Glasgow: 357n 
University of North Carolina: mentioned, 

178n; selection of Chapel Hill as site 
for, mentioned, 199n 

V 

Vagrancy: 115n. See also Crimes and 
resulting legal actions 

Vail, Miss: 64, 170, 203, 259 
Vail, Mrs.: death of, mentioned, 149; men- 

tioned, 25, 26 
Vail, Elizabeth. See Pamburn, Elizabeth 

Vail 
Vail, Jere'h: serves on grand jury, 15 
Vail, John: 339 
Vail, Martha: is defendant in court case, 

339-340 
Vail, Mary: 339 
Vail, Mosely: 339 
Vail, Rebecca. See Williamson, Rebecca 

Vail 
Vail, Thomas: is accused of assault, 122 
Van Daniel, Arthur: is accused of treason, 

125-126 

Van Daniel, Edward: is accused of trea- 
son, 125-126; is convicted of misprision 
of treason, 126n-127n 

Van Daniel, James: is accused of treason, 
125-126 

Van Daniel, John: is accused of treason, 
125-126 

Vermont: Continental Congress com- 
mittee studies affairs in, 323; her entry 
into Confederation is opposed by New 
York, 335n; trouble in, discussed, 323; 
statehood for, is said pushed by north- 
ern states, 333-334 

Vienna Congress: 317 
Virginia: British destroy tobacco in, 235; 

British fleet with land forces arrives in, 
220; British possession of towns in, 
mentioned, 201; British troop move- 
ments in, discussed, 228; fighting per- 
formance of soldiers of, is criticized, 93; 
French fleet reportedly arrives in, 287; 
governor of, mentioned, 237, 332; her 
efforts to prohibit slave trade, men- 
tioned, 46; is expected destination of 
some refugees, 154; is seen as key to 
war's outcome, 210ed n-211ed n; land- 
ing of British troops in, mentioned, 92, 
184; mentioned, 210, 260, 291, 294, 
377ed n; militia of, mentioned, 221; 
reverses stand and opposes Impost of 
1781, 372; troops from, participate in 
Eutaw Springs battle, 302; Washington 
orders troops to, 299; 

Virginia Gazette: is name of three Rich- 
mond papers, 467n 

W 

Wain. See Wayne 
Waites, Captain: 330 
Wake Court House: General Assembly 

meets at, 263 
Walker, Colonel: controversy developes 

over acquittal of, 118; is tried for pass- 
ing counterfeit money, 117 

Walker, James: 329-330 
Walker, James: leads anti-loyalist activity 

in Wilmington, 434, 435n; mentioned, 
328,445n 

Walker, John: identified, 337n; is defeated 
by William Hooper for General As- 
sembly seat, 336 

Wall, Major: 235,236 
Ward, Mrs.: is expelled from Wilmington, 

327 
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Warde, General: 375 
Warren County: horserace occurs in, 352; 

is formed from Bute County, HOn; 
recruiting in, mentioned, 173; school is 
to be organized in, 110 

Washington, George ("Commander-in 
Chief") (General): Chowan County 
citizens support circular letter of, 451; 
consults with French officers, 253; copy 
of his letter to Nathanael Greene, men- 
tioned, 312; escapes capture attempt, 
334; has headquarters at Windsor, Va., 
333; his talks with Rochambeau, dis- 
cussed, 253n-254n; is reported march- 
ing to Virginia, 296; lifts siege of New 
York, 299; mentioned, 41, 160n, 213, 
219n, 291, 304, 305, 306, 307; orders 
troops to Virginia, 299; reportedly at- 
tacks New York City, 268; sends Robert 
Howe with troops to Philadelphia, 
435n; sends surrender summons to 
Cornwallis, 300 

Washington, William (Colonel): identified, 
160n; is captured at Eutaw Springs, 
302, 306; is wounded at Eutaw Springs, 
302, 304; mentioned, 159, 176, 287, 303 

Waters, Captain: 443 
Waxhaws region ("Waxaws"): British 

are reported in, 172; mentioned, 174n 
Wayne (Wain), [Anthony] (General): is 

defeated by Cornwallis, 267; is expected 
at Halifax, 277; is reported to be at 
Roanoke River, 244; mentioned, 252, 
277n, 278, 281, 284, 286, 287, 289n 

Webb, : is appointed major, 221 
Webb (Web), Mr.: 13, 68, 69 
Webb, Mrs.: 108 
West Indies: battle between De Grasse 

and Hood fleets in, discussed, 334; 
French naval activities in, draw British 
troops from continent, 93; French naval 
activity in, mentioned, 54; French 
troops stationed in, mentioned, 367; 
troops from, serve with Washington in 
Virginia, 305 

Westminister (England): protests to king, 
336 

Westmore, Joseph: is Edenton merchant, 
216n 

Westover (Va.): troops under Cornwallis 
cross river at, 252 

Wethersfield (Conn.): Washington meets 
with Rochambeau at, 253, 253n-254n 

Wheelers (Wheeler's): 261, 281 
White, [Meedy]: is allegedly passed 

counterfeit money, 121 

White Marsh: 177 
Wilkes, [John]: 202 
Williams, Mr. [of Camden County]: 90 
Williams, Mr. [father of Elizabeth John- 

ston] : 325 
Williams, Mrs. [mother of Elizabeth 

Johnston]: 325, 326 
Williams, Colonel: 176 
Williams, Colonel [of Granville]: 110, 

173, 175, 178, 180, 287, 291, 294, 295, 386 
Williams, Mrs. [wife of colonel of Gran- 

ville] : 291 
Williams, B.: marriage of, 275 
Williams, Charles: is accused of assault, 

187-188; is accused of burglary, 187 
Williams, Holloway: 58 
Williams, John (Judge): is attacked by 

Regulators, lOn; is court judge, 120, 
121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 145, 152, 185, 
186, 187, 189, 190; is elected superior 
court judge, 59n; is mentioned as pos- 
sible governor, 388; letter of, 305, 322; 
letter to, 319; mentioned, 147, 148, 149, 
156, 191, 278, 287, 289n, 356, 405, 407, 
409, 422, 465 

Williams, Mrs. John: 306, 321, 322 
Williams, Sam: 279 
Williams, W.: 244 
Williams, William ("Billy"): identified, 

lOOn; mentioned, 99, 325 
Williamsburg (Va.): is taken by Gen. 

William Phillips, 232 
Williamson, Hugh ("the Doctor") (Dr.): 

comments on importance of education, 
376-377, 442; criticizes Articles of Con- 
federation, 377; his apparent romantic 
attachment to Penelope Dawson, men- 
tioned, 378n; his effectiveness as legis- 
lator, discussed, 341n; identified, 106n; 
is delegate to Continental Congress, 
318ed n; is trustee of Smith's Academy, 
331ed n; letter of, 331, 340, 365, 376, 
441; mentioned, 106, 107, 150, 267, 
335n, 349-350, 370, 372, 377ed n; takes 
seat in Continental Congress, 366n 

Williamson, Rebecca Vail: 339 
Williamson, William: 339 
Willis, Mrs.: 73 
Willis, John: 168 
Willison, : trial of, discussed, 320 
Wilmington: anti-loyalist activity in, dis- 

cussed, 435n; anti-loyalist activity 
occurs in, 433-434; British evacuation 
of, mentioned, 299; election for General 
Assembly in, discussed, 336, 337n; 
George Hooper is elected clerk of court 
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at, 3; is captured by British, 206, 206n, 
208; is seen as easy target for British, 
155; loyalist citizens of, are ordered to 
prepare to march with British, 264; 
militia from, mentioned, 194; prisoners 
at, are ordered to enlist with British 
or board prison ship, 264; Proclamation 
of the Cessation of Hostilities is read 
in, 417; suspected loyalists are detained 
in, 434; refugees flee to, 154 

Wilton: identified, 5n; mentioned, 4 
Windsley, : 351, 352 
Windsor (N.C.): is thought to be in Corn- 

wallis's path, 234; Jean Blair evacuates 
family to, 226-227; mentioned, 81n; 
school at, mentioned, 246 

Windsor (Va.): Washington has head- 
quarters at, 333 

Witherspoon, [John]: is believed to have 
been given land grants by Vermonters, 
334 

Worry, E.: 245 
Wright, Barnaba: serves on grand jury, 

15 
Writing school: 169 
Wyatt, Sally: 100 
Wynns, Thomas: identified, 271n; men- 

tioned, 270 

Yadkin River: troops gather on, 176 
York [town] (Va.): 291 

Zinzendorf, Nikolaus (Count): 12n 
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Dr. Don Higginbotham 

Dr. Higginbotham is an authority on the 
military history of the American Revolution. 
His first book, Daniel Morgan: Revolutionary 
Rifleman, was published in 1961 by the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina Press for the Insti- 
tute of Early American History and Culture. 
A decade later his book, The War of American 
Independence: Military Attitudes, Policies, 
and Practice, 1763-1789, was published by the 
Macmillan Company. Reviewer Larry R. 
Gerlach called it "a tour de force; a masterful 
synthesis and a pioneering study that will 
serve as the point of departure for all sub- 
sequent work in the field." In 1974 he and 
Kenneth Nebenzahl collaborated in producing 
Rand McNally's Atlas of the American Revo- 
lution, the narrative text being the responsi- 
bility of Dr. Higginbotham. His articles are 
too numerous to list, but it should be noted 
that "James Iredell's Efforts to Preserve the 
First British Empire," published in the 
Spring, 1972, issue of the North Carolina 
Historical Review, won the Robert D. W. 
Connor Award for the Review's best article 
in the year's competition. 

The Fresno, California, native received his 
A.B. and A.M. degrees from Washington Uni- 
versity. He studied at the University of Ne- 
braska prior to completing requirements for 
his Ph.D. at Duke University. After holding 
teaching positions at Duke, the College of 
William and Mary, Longwood College, and 
Louisiana State University, Dr. Higgin- 
botham joined the faculty of the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. During the 
academic year 1975-1976 he was visiting 
professor at West Point. In 1976 he was 
named to the Board of Editors of the American 
Historical Review. 
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