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FOREWORD 

This fourth volume of the papers of William Alexander Gra- 
ham, a man active in the political life of North Carolina for over 
four decades of the nineteenth century, covers the years 1851- 
1856. Graham, an ardent Whig, served his State in the General 
Assembly and as Governor, and in Washington as United States 
Senator and as Secretary of the Navy. Resigning from the cabinet 
post, Graham ran on the Whig ticket with General Winfield 
Scott in 1852, seeking the office of Vice-President. After his de- 
feat, he returned to North Carolina and was elected to the State 
Senate in 1854. Graham later served as Confederate States Sena- 
tor. 

The papers of this experienced political leader were edited by 
Dr. J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton, Professor Emeritus of the De- 
partment of History of the University of North Carolina, before 
his death on November 11, 1961. Mr. D. L. Corbitt checked the 
copy before his retirement from the position as Head of the 
Division of Publications on June 30, 1961; and Mrs. Betsy J. Gun- 
ter and Mrs. Mary A. Holloway were responsible for proofreading. 
Mrs. Holloway indexed the volume. 

Memory F. Blackwelder, Editor. 

April 1, 1962, 
Raleigh. 
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Washington [D. C] 
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Washington [D. C] 
Buffalo [New York] 
Washington [D. C] 
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Jan. 3, 1850 [1851] 
Jan. 6, 1851 
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Feb. 15, 1851 
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Feb. 19, 1851 
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Hillsboro 
Hillsboro 
Hillsboro 
Hillsborough 
Hillsboro 
New York 
Washington [D. C] 
Raleigh 
Salisbury 
Hillsboro 
Hillsboro 

Hillsboro 
Hillsboro 
Hillsborough 
Hillsborough 

Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Hillsboro 
Hillsboro 
Hillsboro 
Hillsboro 
Hillsborough 
Hillsboro 
Hillsboro 
Hillsboro 
Hillsboro 

Aug. 25, 1852 

Aug. 25, 1852 
Sept. 4, 1852 
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Oct. 13, 1852 
Nov. 3, 1852 
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Dec. 20, 1852 
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June 24, 1853 
July 16, 1853 
Aug. 4, 1853 
June 9, 1854 
July 3, 1854 

July 17, 1854 
Sept. 21, 1854 
Sept. 25, 1854 
Nov. 13, 1854 

Nov. 25, 1854 
Dec. 1, 1854 
Sept. 20, 1855 
Oct. 13, 1855 
Dec. 14, 1855 
Jan. 21, 1856 
Feb.   8,   1856 
Feb. 29, 1856 
March  15,  1856 
April 21, 1856 
April 28, 1856 

Alabama Southern Rights 
Committee 

Samuel F. Patterson 
Statesville Committee 

Fayetteville Committee 
David L. Swain 

James W. Bryan 
David L. Swain 
David L. Swain 

James W. Bryan 
David L. Swain 

Susan Washington Graham 
Susan Washington Graham 
Susan Washington Graham 
Susan Washington Graham 

James W. Bryan 
James W. Bryan 

Editors of the Hillsborough 
Recorder 

David L. Swain 
David L. Swain 

Caswell Committee 
Luther Bradish 

George Bancroft 
Francis L. Hawks 

Susan Washington Graham 
Susan Washington Graham 

David L. Swain 
American Party Committee 

David L. Swain 
David L. Swain 

David L. Swain 
David L. Swain 
David L. Swain 
David L. Swain 

Letters Written to William A. Graham Printed in this Volume 

Place 

[Washington, D. C] 
[Washington, D. C] 
Raleigh 
Littleton 
[Washington, D. C] 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 

Date 

[Jan., 1851] 
Jan. 2, 1850 [1851] 
Jan. 2, 1851 
Jan. 6, 1851 
Jan. 6, 1851 
Jan. 9, 1850 [1851] 
Jan. 11, 1851 
Jan. 13, 1851 
Jan. 15, 1851 

Written by 

Willie P. Mangum 
C. H. Brainard 

Henry W. Miller 
William Hooper 

Meredith P. Gentry 
Charles L. Hinton 

George  C.  Mendenhall 
Kenneth Rayner 
John A.  Gilmer 



Midway 
Brinkleyville 
Greensboro 
Washington 
Raleigh 
Fayetteville 

Granville 

Raleigh 
Wilmington 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
New York 
[Washington, D. C] 
Earhart Place 

Salisbury 
Chapel Hill 
Washington [D. C.] 
Annapolis [Maryland] 
Washington 
Orange 
Wilmington 
[Washington, D. C] 
Middleton 
Washington [D. C] 
Greensboro 
Orange 
New York 
South Point 
New York 
Trinidad City, California 
Good Spring 
Lexington 
Salem 
Chapel Hill 
Guilford County 
Raleigh 
Pittsboro 

-Hillsboro 
Philadelphia [Pennsylvania] 
Elizabeth City 
[Washington, D. C] 
Salisbury 
Norfolk, Virginia 
Washington, D. C. 
Philadelphia [Pennsylvania] 
Oak Hill 
"Moorings," New York 

Jan. 15, 1850 [1851] 
Jan. 17, 1851 
Jan. 17, 1851 
Jan. 27, 1851 
Jan. 30, 1851 
Feb. 4, 1851 
Feb. 4, 1851 
Feb. 6, 1851 
Feb. 6, 1851 
Feb. 6, 1851 
Feb. 7, 1851 
Feb. 8, 1851 
Feb. 11, 1851 
Feb. 17, 1851 
Feb. 19, 1851 
Feb. 24, 1851 
Feb. 25, 1851 
Feb. 25, 1851 
Feb. 28, 1851 
March 3, 1851 
March 3, 1851 
March 7, 1851 
March 13, 1851 
March 13, 1851 
March 15, 1851 
March 21, 1851 
March 21, 1851 
March 25, 1851 
March 25, 1851 
April 5, 1851 
April 6, 1851 
April 6, 1851 
April 7, 1851 
April 9, 1851 
April 9, 1851 
April 9, 1851 
April 11, 1851 
April 16, 1851 
April 18, 1851 
April 23, 1851 
April 24, [1851] 
April 26, 1851 
April 28, 1851 
April 29, 1851 
May 6, 1851 
May 8, 1851 
May 9, 1851 
May 9, 1851 
May 23, 1851 
May 26, 1851 

Charles L. Hinton 
Sidney Weller 

John M. Morehead 
Matthew C. Perry 

Richard Hines 
Henry Potter 

William S. Archer 
Joel Strong 

William L. Dayton 
Richard Hines 

Robert W. Brown 
Charles Manly 

Kenneth Rayner 
William L. Long 

Thomas H. Benton 
James Graham 
Edward Stanly 

David F. Caldwell 
David L. Swain 
Daniel Webster 

William A.  Kirkland 
S. P. Lee 

William J. Bingham 
Thomas Loring 

Millard  Fillmore 
William E. Pell 
Millard Fillmore 
John A. Gilmer 

William J. Bingham 
St. George's Society 

James Graham 
Daniel Webster 

James F. Graham 
Augustine H. Shepperd 

James M. Leach 
Hugh Waddell 

David L. Swain 
Calvin H. Wiley 
William W. Vass 

John  H.  Haughton 
Frederick  Nash 

Ambrose W. Thompson 
David Outlaw 

Millard  Fillmore 
Joseph  Caldwell 

Edward C. Bittinger 
Daniel Webster 
Hugh Campbell 

K. Gillis 
Matthew C. Perry 
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Raleigh 
Trenton, New Jersey 
Raleigh 
San Francisco [California] 
[Washington, D. C] 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 
Earhart Place 
San Francisco, California 
Chapel Hill 
Home 

Pottsville 
[Charlotte] 
Philadelphia [Pennsylvania] 
Philadelphia   [Pennsylvania] 
New York 
Laurel Hill 
Chapel Hill 
Greensboro 
Wadesboro 
Beatties Ford 
New York 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 
Louisville, Kentucky 
[Washington, D. C] 
Fayetteville 
Plymouth 
Washington 
Newbern 
Raleigh 
New York 
New York 
Asheville 
Norfolk [Virginia] 
Denmark, Tennessee 
Rutherfordton 
Rutherford ton 
Jackson 
Hillsboro 
S. H. Forge 
Raleigh 
Washington  [D. C] 
Yanceyville 
Plymouth 
Como 

Earhart Place 
Yale College [Connecticut] 
Charlotte 
Charleston [South Carolina] 

May 27, 1851 
May 29, 1851 
May 29, 1851 
May 31, 1851 
June 2, 1851 
June 2, 1851 
June 3, 1851 
June 3, 1851 
June 3, 1851 
June 10, 1851 
June 12, 1851 
June 12, 1851 
June 13, 1851 
June 18, 1851 
June 20, 1851 
June 21, 1851 
June 24, 1851 
June 26, 1851 
June 26, 1851 
June 27, 1851 
July 1, 1851 
July 3, 1851 
July 3, 1851 
July 3, 1851 
July 3, 1851 
July 4, 1851 
July 4, 1851 

July 5, 1851 
July 7, 1851 
July 9, 1851 
July 10, 1851 
July 12, 1851 
July 14, 1851 
July 17, 1851 
July 22, 1851 
July 22, 1851 
July 22, 1851 
JUly 26, 1851 
July 27, 1851 
July 27, 1851 
Aug. 3, 1851 
Aug. 4, 1851 
Aug. 6, 1851 
Aug. 8, 1851 
Aug. 9, 1851 
[Aug. 11, 1851] 
Aug. 17, 1851 
Aug. 21, 1851 
Aug. 21, 1851 
Aug. 22, 1851 

George Little 
William L. Dayton 

John H. Bryan 
Isaac E. Holmes 

Millard  Fillmore 
John D. Hyman 

James Graham 
Hinton R. Helper 

Charles W. Johnston 
Hugh Waddell 

John J. Crittenden 
James Cooper 

James W. Osborne 
James W. Bryan 

Isaac Newton 
William H. Aspinwall 

John R. Buie 
Charles W. Johnston 

Calvin H. Wiley 
Thomas S. Ashe 

John H. Wheeler 
Gilbert Davis 

John D. Hyman 
Edward C. Cabell 

C. W. Rockwellwith enclosures 
Edward J. Hale 

Hezekiah G. Spruill 
John  S.  Gallaher 

James W. Bryan 
Henry W. Miller 

William H. Aspinwall 
Nathaniel March 

J. H. Norwood 
Francis Mallory 

James G. Womack 
Edmund Bryan 

Collett Leventhorpe 
Henry K. Burgwyn 

James I. Waddell 
Charles C. Graham 

George E. Badger 
Millard Fillmore 

John Kerr 
Hezekiah G. Spruill 
Hamilton C. Jones 

Henry W. Miller 
James  Graham 

Denison Olmsted 
James W.  Osborne 

George S. Bryan 

XII 



Albany 
Washington [D. C] 
Philadelphia [Pennsylvania] 
Randolph Macon College 

[Virginia] 
Oaklands 
Washington [D. C] 
Hillsboro 
Cottage Home 

Charleston [South Carolina] 
Greensboro College 
Greensboro 
Buena Vista, Delaware 
San Francisco, California 
Charlotte 
Wetheredsville, Georgia 
Guilford County 
[Annapolis, Maryland] 
Chapel Hill 
Philadelphia [Pennsylvania] 
Chapel Hill 
Brookland 
New York 
North Tarrytown, New York 
Como 
New York 
Lexington, Kentucky 
Washington [D. C] 
Mobile [Alabama] 
Hillsboro 
Chapel Hill 

Washington [D. C] 

Chapel Hill 
Norfolk [Virginia] 

Morganton 
New York 
Chapel Hill 
Raleigh 
Charlotte 
Rail Road, Orange County 
Raleigh 
[Washington, D. C] 
Cottage Home 
Gaston County 

Aug. 22, 1851 Thomas Corwin with enclosure 
Aug. 23, 1851 W. B. Sprague 
Aug. 31, 1851 Millard Fillmore 
Sept. 3, 1851 Benjamin Matthias 
Sept. 3, 1851 James Sangster 

Sept. 6, 1851 James S. Smith 
Sept. 13, 1851 Millard  Fillmore 
Sept. 24, 1851 William W. Kirkland 
Sept. 25, 1851 Robert Hall Morrison 
Sept. 27, 1851 James W. Osborne 
Sept. 29, 1851 George W. Logan 
Oct. 6, 1851 Charles F. Deems 
Oct. 6, 1851 David F. Caldwell 
Oct. 8, 1851 John M. Clayton 
Oct. 14, 1851 Thomas Jefferson Green 
Oct. 16, 1851 James W. Osborne 
Oct. 21, 1851 William F. Lynch 
Oct. 28, 1851 Calvin  H. Wiley 
Oct. 30, 1851 William A. Kirkland 
Nov. 18, 1851 David L. Swain 
Nov. 21, 1851 Benjamin  Matthias 
Nov. 22, 1851 David L. Swain 
Nov. 27, 1851 Sophia G. Witherspoon 
Dec. 1, 1851 Benson J. Lossing 
Dec. 3, 1851 Matthew  C.  Perry 
Dec. 7, 1851 Hamilton C. Jones 
Dec. 15, 1851 John Livingston 
Dec. 16, 1851 L. B. Todd 
Dec. 22, 1851 Millard Fillmore 
Dec. 26, 1851            Eliza Witherspoon Goldthwaite 
Dec. 27, 1851 Hugh Waddell 
Dec. 31, 1851 Charles W. Johnston 
[1851] Charles M. Conrad 
Jan. 5, 1852 James W.  Bradbury 

Thomas L. Clingman 
Thomas B. Florence 

Jan. 6, 1852 David L. Swain 
Jan. 12, 1852 Francis Mallory 
Jan. 12, 1852 James W. Osborne 
Jan. 15, 1852 Tod R. Caldwell 
Jan. 16, 1852 Benson J. Lossing 
Jan. 21, 1852 Charles W. Johnston 
Jan. 25, 1852 James W. Bryan 
Jan. 26, 1852 James W.  Osborne 
Jan. 27, 1852 S. A. White 
Feb., 1852 Bartholomew F. Moore 
Feb. 2, 1852 James T. Morehead 
Feb. 3, 1852 Robert  Hall  Morrison 
Feb. 4, 1852 J. W. Maclean 
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Philadelphia [Pennsylvania] 
Morganton 
Yale College [Connecticut] 
Hong Kong, China 
Murfreesboro 
Willard's Hotel 
Kinston 
[Washington, D. C] 
Raleigh 
Newbern 
Charlotte 
Charlotte 
Hong Kong, China 
Chapel Hill 
Washington [D. C] 
Tarboro 
Raleigh 
Mobile [Alabama] 
Green Hill 
[Washington, D. C] 
Philadelphia [Pennsylvania] 
Fayetteville 
New York 
Hillsboro 

Washington [D. C] 
Raleigh 
New York 
San Francisco   [California] 
New York 
Windsor 
Cambridge [Massachusetts] 
Charlotte 
Oxford 
Baltimore [Maryland] 
Bluff, Kentucky 
Philadephia  [Pennsylvania] 
Baltimore [Maryland] 
Baltimore [Maryland] 
Baltimore [Maryland] 
Raleigh 
Washington 
Chapel Hill 
Baltimore [Maryland] 
Washington [D. C] 
Raleigh 
Dover, Delaware 

[Washington, D. C.) 

Feb. 8, 1852 
Feb. 18, 1852 
Feb. 21, 1852 
Feb. 27, 1852 
Feb. 27, 1852 
March 9, 1852 
March 15, 1852 
March 18, [1852] 
March 20, 1852 
March 24, 1852 
March 25, 1852 
March 25, 1852 
March 29, 1852 
March 29, 1852 
April 1, 1852 
April 1, 1852 
April 5, 1852 
April 6, 1852 
April 6, 1852 
April 7, 1852 
April 19, 1852 
April 21, 1852 
April 22, 1852 
April 26, 1852 
April 26, 1852 
April 27, 1852 
April 28, 1852 
April 29, 1852 
May 3, 1852 
May 7, 1852 
May 22, 1852 
May 25, 1852 
May 26, 1852 
June 2, 1852 
June 2, 1852 
June 3, 1852 
June 9, 1852 
June 21, 1852 
June 21, 1852 
June 21, 1852 
June 22, 1852 
June 22, 1852 
June 22, 1852 
June 22, 1852 
June 22, 1852 
June 23, 1852 
June 23, 1852 

June 23, 1852 

Robert Morris 
Burgess S. Gaither 

Denison Olmsted 
Edmund  C. Bittinger 

S. J. Wheeler 
David A. Bokee 

James W. Bryan 
Millard  Fillmore 
Henry W. Miller 
James W. Bryan 

James W. Osborne 
William Johnston 

Edmund C.  Bittinger 
Charles W. Johnston 

Millard  Fillmore 
John D. Hyman 

John H. Bryan 
Arthur F. Hopkins 

Charles W. Johnston 
Millard  Fillmore 

William Sloanaker 
Edward J. Hale 

J. S. Redfield 
Edmund Strudwick 

Augustine H. Shepperd 
Daniel Webster 

Charles L. Hinton 
Nicholas Carroll 
James M. Crane 

Charles B. Stuart 
John Kerr 

Charles Henry Davis 
James W. Osborne 
Robert B.  Gilliam 

James W. Bryan 
Walter Alves 

William Sloanaker 
Z. Collins Lee 

B. M. Edwards 
John A. Young 

George Little 
John  S. Gallaher 

Charles W. Johnston 
John G. Chapman 

John Scott Cunningham 
Joseph B.  Hinton 
Saxe Gotha Laws 

Jacob M. Hill 
Thomas J. Cates 

Edward  Stanly 
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Washington [D. C] 
Lincolnton 
Memphis [Tennessee] 
[Alamance] 
Philadelphia [Pennsylvania] 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
Washington [D. C] 
Rushville, Indiana 
Washington [D. C] 
Raleigh 

Jackson, Mississippi 
New York 
Hillsborough 

Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Washington 
Oxford 
Raleigh 
Washington [D. C] 
Asheboro 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Elizabethtown 
Salisbury 
Camden, Arkansas 
South Bend, Indiana 
Raleigh 
Saratoga Springs 
Memphis [Tennessee] 
Washington  [D. C] 
[Charlotte] 
Hillsboro 
Fayetteville 
Charlotte 
San Francisco [California] 
New York 
Cottage Home 
Hillsborough 
Washington [D. C] 
[Washington, D. C] 
Salisbury 
Raleigh 
Fayetteville 
Palmyra 
Norfolk [Virginia] 
New Orleans [Louisiana] 
Langley, Virginia 

June 23, 1852 
June 24, 1852 
June 24, 1852 
June 25, 1852 
June 27, 1852 
June 28, 1852 
June 28, [1852] 
June 30, 1852 
June 30, 1852 
[June, 1852] 

July 1, 1852 
July 2, 1852 
July 5, 1852 

July 6, 1852 
July 6, 1852 
July 7, 1852 
July 8, 1852 
July 9, 1852 
July 9, 1852 
July 12, 1852 
July 12, 1852 

July 16, 1852 
July 16, 1852 
July 17, 1852 
July 20, 1852 
[July] 21, 1852 
July 21, 1852 
July 21, 1852 
July 21, 1852 
July 23, 1852 
July 24, 1852 
July 26, 1852 
July 30, 1852 
July 30, 1852 
Aug. 2, 1852 
Aug. 3, 1852 
Aug. 3, 1852 
Aug. 16, 1852 
Aug. 17, 1852 
[Aug. 18 ca., 1852] 
Aug. 23, 1852 
Aug. 26, 1852 
Sept. 2, 1852 
Sept. 3, 1852 
Sept. 3, 1852 
Sept. 6, 1852 

Winfield Scott 
J. T. Alexander 

Thomas   Gholson 
John W. Norwood 

James W. Bryan 
Charles H. Ladd 

Henry L. Scott 
George C. Clark 
Millard Fillmore 

Frederick Nash 
Frederick Nash 

Arthur F.  Hopkins 
David A. Bokee 
Hugh Waddell 

John W. Norwood 
Henry K. Nash 
David L. Swain 

W. H. Jones 
John S. Gallaher 

Robert B. Gilliam 
Charles L. Hinton 
James D. Johnston 

Jonathan Worth 
Alabama Southern Rights Party 

Committee 
J. G. McDugald 

Robert Grier  Allison 
Peter K. Rounsaville 

Schuyler Colfax 
Edmund  Strudwick 

John P. Kennedy 
Thomas  Gholson 
D.  W.  Saunders 

James W. Osborne 
Hugh Waddell 

William H. Haigh and Others 
William Johnston 

George B. Tingley 
W. E. Robinson 

William W.  Morrison 
Osmond F. Long 

Thomas Mutter Blount 
Edward Stanly with enclosures 

Robert G. Allison 
T. N. Clark 

William H. Haigh 
Samuel F.  Patterson 

Thomas C. Tabb 
Samuel Harby 

Henry C. Taylor 
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Chapel Hill Sept. 8, 1852 

Raleigh Sept. 12, 1852 
Asheville Sept. 12, 1852 
Snow Hill Sept. 13, 1852 

Midway Sept. 15, 1852 
Washington Sept. 17, 1852 
New York Sept. 17, 1852 
[Hillsboro] Sept. 18, 1852 
Hamptonville Sept. 18, 1852 
Raleigh Sept. 21, 1852 
Philadelphia [Pennsylvania]       Sept. 24, 1852 
Baltimore [Maryland] Sept. 25, 1852 
Washington [D. C] Sept. 27, 1852 
Weldon Sept. 28, 1852 
Philadelphia [Pennsylvania]       Sept. 30, 1852 
Washington [D. C] Oct. 4, 1852 
Haywood County, Tennessee      Oct. 7, 1852 
Washington [D. C] Oct. 8, 1852 
Philadelphia [Pennsylvania]       Oct. 9, 1852 
Bladensburg, Maryland Oct. 12, 1852 
Washington [D. C] Oct. 24, 1852 
Raleigh Oct. 26, 1852 
Chapel Hill Nov. 1, 1852 
Newbern Nov. 2, 1852 
New York Nov. 4, 1852 
Chapel Hill Nov. 5, 1852 
Washington Nov. 8, 1852 
Raleigh Nov. 9, 1852 
Connaconara Nov. 12, 1852 
Washington [D. C] Nov. 15, 1852 
Washington [D. C] Nov. 24, 1852 
Washington [D. C] Nov. 24, 1852 
New York Nov. 30, 1852 
Pokeepsie Dec. 2, 1852 
Chapel Hill Dec. 6, 1852 
Wilmington Dec. 10, 1852 
Raleigh Dec. 13, 1852 
Edenton Dec. 16, 1852 
New York Dec. 18, 1852 
Charleston Dec. 20, 1852 
Oxford Dec. 21, 1852 
Raleigh Dec. 28, 1852 
Buffalo [New York] Jan. 5, 1853 
Chapel Hill Jan. 10, 1853 
Hayes Jan. 10, 1853 
Washington [D. C] Jan. 22, 1853 
Boston [Massachusetts] Jan. 25, 1853 
Chapel Hill Feb. 17, 1853 

James M. Spencer 
Junius I. Scales 

Seaton Gales 
Nicholas W. Woodfin 

Richard N.  Forbes 
Edward Patrick 

Charles L. Hinton 
Thomas J.  Page 

Hamilton  Fish 
Dennis   Heartt 

J. Cowles 
George E. Badger 

James E. Harvey with enclosure 
Reverdy Johnson 

Truman Smith 
James  Gresham 
Charles Gibbons 

Edward Stanly 
Solomon Green 

Matthew F. Maury 
James E. Harvey 

Maryland Committee 
Thomas M. Blount 
Hiram W.  Husted 

David L.  Swain 
James W. Bryan 

Francis L. Hawks 
David L.  Swain 

Edward Stanly 
Edwin A. Heartt 

Thomas P. Devereux 
William W. Morrison 

Thomas M. Blount 
Thomas M. Blount 

Francis L. Hawks 
C. A.  Haviland 
David L. Swain 
Mauger London 

Bartholomew F. Moore 
Thomas S. Hoskins 

Francis   L.  Hawks 
James   Johnston   Pettigrew 

Robert B. Gilliam 
David L. Swain 
Nathan K. Hall 
David L. Swain 
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From Willie P. Mangum. U. 

Senate  Chamber. 

Thursday. 

[Jan. 1851.] 

Yesterday Mr. Markoe1 came to see me on business deeply 
interesting to Mr. Webster and the State Department. I charged 
him with a message having as much point & energy, yet kindness, 
as I could give it. I proceeded upon the assumption that the 
nomination of Mr. Waddell w'd be agreeable to the Pres't, & that 
therefore, the whole matter was in the hands of Mr. Webster. 

The answer indicates, that the difficulty is with the Pres't. 
I regard Waddell's case as hopeless. I enclose the answer to 

you, as by possibility you may yet have some power over this 
subject. If the President objects, it is decisive. If,—as I have a 
strong impression,—the difficulty is with Mr. W., it may yet be 
obviated. 

From C. H. Brainard. U. 

Navy Department, 

January 2nd. 1850. [1851] 

I am requested by Mr. J. H. Whitehurst, a Daguerrean Artist 
of considerable eminence in his profession, to ask of you the favor 
of a sitting for your picture, at such a time as it may suit your 
convenience to appoint; he wishing it to complete a group he is 
preparing of the President and his Cabinet for exhibition at the 
World's Fair in London, and which it is his intention to have 
lithographed in the highest style of the art. 

From Henry W. Miller. U. 

Raleigh, 

Jan. 2nd, 1851. 

I have but a word to say, and write in haste. 
The Slavery Resolutions were taken up today in the House of 

1 Francis Markoe, of Pennsylvania, a  clerk  in  the  state department who  had 
charge of diplomatic correspondence. 
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Commons, & Saunders made one of the most violent and dema- 
goguecal harrangues I ever listen to. During the Speech he had 
read from the Clerk's Desk a letter from Rencher to him (S), 
reflecting very severely and most unjustly upon the President.2 

The letter, I presume, will be published and should be handled 
I think, severely, by the papers at Washington, where they have 
better means of information than we have here. 

It will do some harm with Saunders' endorsement unless it is 
met. Of course the speech and letter will be properly noticed in 
the Debate. 

From William A. Kirkland to Willie P. Mangum. U. 

U. S. Naval Academy, 

Annapolis, Md., 

Jan'y 2nd, 1851. 

As I am desirous of going to sea, and having no channel through 
which I can apply but you, you will please be so kind as to go and 
see the Sect'y of the Navy and do all in your power to get me 
orders forthwith to the Sloop of War Jamestown now anchored 
off Norfolk, by so doing you will oblige 

Yours most Respt'y 

P. S. If you cannot get me orders to the above named Ship, 
to the first one fitting out, and oblige yours 

W. A. K. 

As is my duty, I enclose the within to the Secretary of the Navy. 
With my best respects. 

W. P. Mangum. 

To Millard Fillmore. U. 

Navy Department, 

Jan'y 3rd., 1850. [1851] 

I have some matters to submit to your consideration, pertaining 
to the fugitive slave Law, and to instructions to squadrons going 
abroad. 

2 The letter was published in the Weekly North Carolina Standard, January 8. 
1851. 
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If agreeable, I will attend you for that purpose at 12 o'clock 
today, and would desire the attendance of the Sec. of State, if 
not of the other members of the Cabinet Council. 

With the highest regard. 

I will be ready, & send to the Sec'y of State.3 

M. F. 

To James Graham. U. 

Washington City, 

Jan'y 6th, 1851. 

Thus far, the session of Congress has been quiet, and there 
seems to be a general disposition to acquiesce in the settlement 
of the questions in relation to slavery, made at the last session. 
Seward and his faction, are disposed to apparent peace, and are 
secretly asking quarter, so far as to be allowed to retain the offices 
(not a few of them) which they acquired under the late adminis- 
tration. But I think we should not be content with that, although 
they are observing a cowardly silence, but should eject them, 
from place, and strip them of the influence of office. The Presi- 
dent is ready for this, if he can overcome the importunities and 
counsels of some Northern Whigs. There is but little party feeling 
manifested as between old parties. Gen. Cass and his friends are 
lauding to the skies Webster's Austrian letter,4 and Foote,5 you 
will observe, in a late speech at Philadelphia, spoke of the Presi- 
dent, and his advisers, in the kindest terms. 

On the first of Jan'y the houses of the Heads of Departments 
were thrown open, after a short visit to the President, and among 
a great number who called, I had visits from Gen'l Cass, and 
many other prominent democrats, and from Ritchie and Blair. 

8 In Fillmore's handwriting. 
* Commonly called the "Hulseman letter." Austria showed resentment, when, 

in some way, the Austrian minister secured a copy of President Taylor's instructions 
to A. Dudley Mann as to possible recognition of Hungary. Hulseman, the minister, 
addressed directly to the President an official remonstrance. Webster replied with a 
most emphatic "American" note. Hulseman again protested after Webster's speech 
at the Kossuth banquet. 

5 Henry Stuart Foote (1804-1880), of Mississippi, a native of Virginia, who went 
to Mississippi in 1826, was United States Senator, 1847-1852, and Governor, 1852-1854. 
He moved to California, and, after being defeated for the United States Senate, re- 
turned to Mississippi. Later he moved to Tennessee, which he represented in the 
Confederate Congress, 1861-1865. He violently opposed the Davis administration, 
left his seat to leave the country, but failed in the attempt. Later, as a Republican, 
he was director of the New Orleans mint. 
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I think the settlement of the last session and the firm course 
of the administration in the execution of the fugitive slave law, 
has given a new lease to slavery, and property of that kind has 
not been so secure for the last 25 years. The Wilmot proviso (in- 
tended merely to stigmatize the South) rejected, the fugitive law 
enacted, and a Northern President avowing his readiness to ex- 
ecute it by Military force, if necessary, has brought right minded 
men at the North, to reflection, and the pulpit, long the nursery 
of Abolition there, is now preaching adherence to the Constitu- 
tion, and maintenance of the Law. 

The gaities of the season are commencing, and we will be ex- 
ceedingly glad if you will come on, and spend a few weeks with 
us. Henry Graham has been here, and will stop again, on his 
return from New York. 

William Morrison seems to be very well satisfied with Wash- 
ington. At the request of Adolphus Erwin, I have promised a 
Clerkship to his son Bulow, who is to come on soon. I have also 
obtained a clerkship in the 3rd. Auditor's office for a son of 
John Scott, of Hillsborough. Webster is still doubting about 
giving the Consulship at Havanna to Waddell. 

I fear our Legislature may commit some folly on secession. Any 
such course on the part of the Whigs I regard as a reflection on 
the administration, which has shown every disposition to favor 
Southern interests, and agitation on that topic indicates distrust 
in its sincerity. 

My family are all well. I shall put my boys to school in a day 
or two. If you should come on, and pass Hillsboro', I will thank 
you to inquire how my affairs are going on. 

I had a letter from Chas. Graham some six weeks since, asking 
that the Post Office should be transferred from the Furnace to 
his Forge. I supposed it might be inconvenient to you, and of- 
fensive to Col. Brevard, and therefore have not made the appli- 
cation. 

In haste, 

Very Affectionately Yours. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 5 

From William Hooper, U. 

Littleton, N. Carolina., 

Jan'y 6th., 1851. 

Knowing how the members of the Cabinet are beset and im- 
portuned for offices, it is with reluctance and hesitation that I 
intrude upon your time and patience with an application of like 
kind. But my present large investment having proved a losing 
business, and having three sons who cannot find suitable business, 
you would confer a great favour upon me, if you could, without 
detriment to the Government, find an office at your disposal for 
one or the other of them. 
1st. William? aged 34, a good physician, but, owing to deafness, 
less acceptable in common practice. He is a good scholar, & if a 
physician's birth could not be procured, he would do for a clerk. 
I do not think he would do for a Surgeon. 
2. Joseph,1 aged 29, active, energetic,—business habits—talented 
as a writer, tho' penmanship very common. 
3. Duponceau, 18, made application to Sec'y Preston for a mid- 
shipman's place, but failed by over age. Strong and active, writes 
a tolerable hand, pretty good scholar for his age. Young Hardin, 
nephew of one of your Chief Clerks (Mr. Lauriston Hardin) has 
got a Clerkship, we understand, worth $1000, and Duponceau, 
I presume, is equally competent. 

If any place at your disposal requires superior abilities and 
activity and energy, and is worthy the attention of a man of 29 
years of age, I could with most confidence recommend the second 
son, Joseph. 

If party considerations can lawfully have place in such applica- 
tions, ours is a family that gave many votes to the present adminis- 
tration, and I don't know that it would be improper to mention 
the services of a revolutioner ancestor, as one of the "Signers." 

William Wilberforce Hooper (1816-1864), physician, a graduate of the University. 
r Joseph Caldwell Hooper   (b. 1821), briefly a student at the University. 
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From Meredith P. Gentry. U. 

House of Reps., 

Jan. 6th., 1851. 

I accepted the invitation to dine with you on Saturday, with 
which you honored me, with the purpose of appropriating to 
myself the pleasure and honour of being one of your guests on 
that occasion. Unfortunately, a party of Gentlemen called upon 
me on the preceding night, as they were returning from the Party 
given by the Messrs. Kings, and prolonged their stay to a very 
late hour. About 5 o'clock on Saturday, feeling somewhat drowsy, 
I laid myself down upon a Sofa, and fell into a deep sleep, from 
which I did not awake until 8 o'clock, quite too late to keep my 
engagement. I was provoked with myself beyond expression. 

I fear such an apology can scarcely excuse me for so great a 
breach of Etiquette; but I throw myself upon your kindness, and 
pray your pardon. 

From Daniel Seffarrans to Millard Fillmore. U. 

Memphis, Tennessee. 

Jan'y 7th., 1851. 
Sir: 

One of your subjects desires to write you a line in regard to 
your Navy yard at this place. 

It is understood here, among the Knowing Ones, that you 
are going to send us a Purser, and the Person that has, or will 
be recomended by Our Commandant will be a vile locofoco, and 
it is the desire of us Whigs in this part of your morral vinyard 
not to have the Commandant and Purser both locofocos, if so, 
they can controle this City, and with it the County. See to this 
yourself. 

You know the Purser pays out the money to all the hands 
working in the yard, and by adroyt management can controle 
every laborer in the yard that wants occasionally an accomedation. 

I refer you to Our Senator John Bell, and J. J. Cridenden, to 
say who J am, and if I speak truth to you. 

Your Obed't and Humble Serv't, 
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From Charles L. Hinton. U. 

Raleigh, 

Jan'y 9th, 1850. [1851] 
■Jr w w 1r 

You will see by today's papers that the vote on the Secession 
resolutions was taken last night in the Senate: 31 opposed to 
secession and sixteen for it. The discussion has been productive 
of good.8 At the commencement of the Session I was really afraid 
they would have a majority, but the doctrine has been on the 
decline ever since and will continue to decline when stired be- 
fore the people. 

The present Legislature has made no big men—all, or the most 
of the aspirants have lost ground. Sanders, as Benton would say, 
"commenced small and has been growing beautifully less." 

Dobbin about holds his own—Rayner has made himself too 
common by interfering on small local matters—Edwards differs 
from the body of his democratic friends on secession and free 
suffrage—Eaton9 has done himself much credit by the manly 
ground taken by him on the secession resolutions. 

Neither party has a leader in the Legislature, every man on his 
own hook. 

No provision will be made to meet the interest on the bonds 
proposed to be issued. Supreme Court in Session, Carr,10 Gilliam, 
Norwood, Strange, & others have arrived. 

8 The members of the legislature had, apparently, gone wild about resolutions, 
and the session was largely taken up with the discussion of a relatively few of the 
numerous ones offered. The most important debates were concerned with the 
series on the subject of slavery and secession, presented by Romulus M. Saunders 
of the special committee, and a substitute offered personally by Kenneth Rayner, a 
member of the committee. A disquieting outcome of the whole discussion to Unionist 
Whigs was the revelation of how many Whigs were leaning towards secessionist 
doctrines. 

9 William Eaton, Jr. (1808-1881), of Warren, graduate of the University, lawyer, 
Member of the Commons, 1838-1840, 1850-1851, attorney general, 1851-1852, state 
Senator, 1854-1858. 

10 Presumably John Kerr of Caswell. 

ftwm Laronna State Library 
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To -11 U. 

Washington City, 

[Jan.] 10th., 1851. 

I have just read a letter of the Hon. A. Rencher, published in 
the North Carolina Standard, and stated to have been read in 
the House of Commons, in the course of a speech delivered by 
the Hon. R. M. Saunders, in relation to an attempt made by the 
former gentleman to recover certain fugitive slaves in Boston, 
in which are the following passages: "To some extent it (refer- 
ring to the fugitive slave law) will depend upon the action and 
influence of the powers exercised by the President of the United 
States. Thus far, the people of the South have cause to complain 
of him. His duty then, under the Constitution, required much 
of promptness and energy in the execution of a law so vitally 
important to them. Upon my arrival in Boston, and before it was 
ascertained that my slaves were not there, the Marshal stated the 
difficulty and danger of making an arrest. He anticipated a mob. 
He expected no aid from the police—none from the State author- 
ities. They had been forbidden by law from giving any aid what- 
ever in the recapture or retention of fugitive slaves. The keepers 
of their prisons were not allowed, under heavy penalties, to re- 
ceive them. Under these circumstances, he wrote to the Executive 
at Washington, asking authority to employ the ships in the harbor 
of Boston, for the safe keeping of fugitives, if it should be neces- 
sary: to employ the United States Military force stationed at 
Boston, to resist any forcible combinations that might be offered 
to the execution of the law—Such authority, under the circum- 
stances offered, both necessary and proper  

But the President might prefer to withhold this necessary 
authority. He wished to defer the employment of military force 
until after a rescue had been made, in which both the owner and 
Marshal might have lost their lives, at the hands of a mob. No 
wonder, therefore, that the Marshal could not be induced to 
execute powers, etc." 

Having been myself the agent of the Executive in conducting 
the correspondence with the Marshal of Massachusetts, on the 

11A typescript of this document is in the North Carolina Department of Archives 
and History, and a draft in Graham's writing is in the Southern Historical Col- 
lection. It was published in the Washington Republic, and copied in the Weekly 
Raleigh Register, January 18, 1851. No mention of Graham appears with the letter, 
but he was evidently known to have written it. See Frederick Nash to Graham, 
April 24, 1851. 
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only occasion when that officer asked anything from the Govern- 
ment in respect to the execution of this law, and perceiving that 
opposition existed to the execution of this law, he would report 
it forthwith to the proper department. The Marshal subsequently 
wrote to the Department saying that, from the last paragraph of 
this letter, he was induced to believe that his former letter was 
misapprehended, that he had no design of requesting any other 
assistance than what could be afforded by providing a secure 
place of detention. 

Thus much in regard to the refusal of the President to allow 
the ships in the harbor of Boston to be used as places of con- 
finement. I make no commentary, but ask if he could have found 
a decent excuse for such an order under the circumstances? 

The second charge of Mr. Rencher, it will be seen, is, that the 
Marshal asked the authority "to employ the United States troops 
stationed at Boston to resist any forcible combination that might 
be opposed to the execution of the law." And that the President 
refused this, also. It so happened that I was acting temporarily as 
Secretary of War at the time of this correspondence above referred 
to, and for the sake of more full information I have called, since 
this letter was commenced, to inquire whether any such authority 
was asked by the Marshal of Mass. at any time, and have full 
authority to say that no such call was ever made—and of course 
there was no refusal. I am the more surprised at such a statement 
as the foregoing from Mr. Rencher, because in a conversation 
which occurred on the occasion of a visit he did me the favor to 
pay in this City on his return from Boston, I distinctly stated to 
him what correspondence had taken place with the Marshal of 
Mass., and the grounds on which the action of the President was 
placed. He neither made any objection, nor suggested anything 
additional which the President could do, that he had not done. 
I did more. Considering his interest in the faithful execution of 
this law, and the kindly relations which have always existed be- 
tween us, I informed him of a correspondence which had recently 
taken place with the Commandant of the Navy Yard at Philadel- 
phia, in which that officer had been instructed, in reply to in- 
quiries made by him as to his duty to aid if called upon by the 
civil authorities, that while the President deprecated the necessity 
of using Military force, and hoped the patriotism of the good 
people of Pennsylvania would render a resort to it unnecessary, 
if the Marshal of the district should report to him that he was un- 
able to arrest any fugitive slave by virtue of his power to summon 
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the posse comitatus, he should immediately order out the company 
of Marines under his command to assist him, cautioning the of- 
ficer to do nothing except in strict obedience to the Marshal's 
requirements. 

From George C. Mendenhall. U. 

Raleigh, N. C, 

January 11th, 1851. 

It is not asking for any appointment that I write a line—for 
nothing but as a Quaker to soothe some savage tribe of Indians 
would suit me—with fair pay. I am here, not in, but under, and 
about this red-armed assembly of fiery Resolutions, attending the 
Supreme Court. In former times I was accustomed often from a 
Democratic Affair here, to address you in the Senate of the United 
States, and those days have been recalled to my recollection. The 
speeches now are filled with fury, and squeezed up to be colored 
with blood, but all is smoke. North Carolina is the safest, surest, 
most Steadfast State this day, to the Union of all the Calandar, 
notwithstanding the high sounding tones of a few would-be-great- 
men. 

We are as safe to support and uphold the Federal Constitution 
as England is true and safe and unshaken for 1000 years to her 
adopted Government. Fire-balls are endeavored to be rolled in 
both Houses, but this great State is as quiet as a Calm Sea; dangers 
may be otherwhere, but not by the hearths & dulce, dulce, 
domumum of North Carolina. We are trying Causes in the 
Supreme Court and I will not trouble you with much to read— 
& this merely in the line of duty, as I have not paid you my 
respects since you were in the Cabinet—which appointment 
pleased me much. 

From Kenneth Rayner. U. 

Raleigh, 

North Carolina, 

January 13 th., 1851. 

Enclosed you will find a recommendation, addressed to Mr. 
Webster, in favor of our friend Waddell, whom I am most anxious 
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to have gratified with the appointment to Havana. I send it to 
you at Mr. Waddell's suggestion. It is signed by almost every Whig 
member in the Legislature, many of whom express great anxiety 
that Mr. W. may receive the place. 

In regard to your suggestions as to our providing for North 
Carolina's being represented at the World's Fair in London, "I 
showed your letter to several of the most prominent members of 
the Gen'l Assembly; and they all concurred in the propriety of 
the movement, if it could have been made in time. But all seemed 
to think it was now too late. The Vessel will sail in little more 
than two weeks, and the more distant portions of the State would 
have but little more than time enough to hear of our action, 
having no time to prepare the articles and transport them to New- 
York. I regret very much that we had not seriously thought of it 
before. I confess that, 'til I received your letter, I had supposed 
that we had nothing to exhibit, but it is, as you justly observe, it 
seems we do not really know our resources, and are too much in 
the habit of underrating ourselves. 

The newspapers keep you advised of our proceedings here. 
Nothing will be done, I presume, with "free suffrage." The bill 
was killed on its third reading, owing to the fact that most of 
the Western Whigs, and some three or four Western Democrats, 
resolved that they would reject "free suffrage," if they could not 
get something more with it. The vote, however, was reconsidered 
yesterday, and it is thought it will finally pass our House tomor- 
row. I doubt whether it can get through the Senate. 

In regard to slavery, I think all that will be done will be to 
pass a resolution requesting the Governor to convene the Legis- 
lature, in case of any further aggression upon Southern rights. 
The General Assembly is decidedly conservative, and against 
secession. The resolution of the minority, asserting the right of 
secession, received but 24 votes in Committee of the whole. All 
the resolutions of my substitute were rejected, except the one 
expressing our attachment to the Union. That was adopted in 
Committee, despite the efforts of those who had resolved that the 
resolutions of the majority should not be amended. 

The House of Commons is a much abler body than any one 
supposed. There are several very clever young men of both parties 
in the House. The debate upon the Slavery resolutions has been 
one of the ablest, most courteous and orderly discussions I ever 
listened to. 

If I can serve you here in any way, I assure you I shall be most 
happy to do so. 
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From John A. Gilmer. U. 

Raleigh, 

January 15th., 1851. 

I enclose to you a paper signed by a number of the members 
of the Legislature, asking that Lt. E. C. Davidson, a member of 
the House of Commons from Mecklenburg, be appointed a Major 
in one of the Regiments of mounted dragoons about to be raised 
for the service of the United States. 

These signers, belong to both political parties; & are generally 
(excepting myself, of course)   gentlemen of social and political 
eminence. They are the leading members of the Legislature, in- 
cluding the Speakers of both Houses, and it has been thought ad- 
visable not to present the paper to any others. 

Politicians have a horror for long letters. How, then, shall I say 
all I want to say and ought to say, in behalf of Lt. Davidson, & 
of North Carolina? When the Whig party is in trouble, or the 
Union in danger, all eyes are turned to North Carolina; as soon 
as the storm is over, the State, like sailor's pious pledges, is almost 
forgotten. 

This kind of treatment has not been much resented; our people 
are too honest to make political bargains. 

At least, they have been so, but a change is coming over them. 
But, seriously, the State must not be longer neglected, & cer- 
tainly the present is not a time to overlook her just claims. Her 
sons are as gallant, as intelligent, and as patriotic, as any in the 
Union, & they can serve their Country in any Station, with credit 
to themselves and benefit to the Country. One of these, in whose 
veins flows revolutionary blood, we now present to the "Powers 
that be," and we do it with perfect confidence in his ability to 
verify on trial, the recommendations of his friends. He is pecu- 
liarly fond of a military life, & will make a useful and faithful 
Officer. 

While this application in his behalf is followed by the anxious 
wishes of a numerous circle of friends and acquaintances, they 
are all in earnest. The signers of the enclosed paper are all in 
earnest & I am in earnest. Please pardon the request that you use 
your exertions in his & our behalf, & in behalf of that State, 
which is proud of you and claims you as one of her chief 
champions. 
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From Charles L. Hinton. U. 

Midway, 

January 15th., 1850. [1851] 

Our Post Master at Raleigh is a very good Officer, and I don't 
know that we should be bettered by a change. Neither do I know 
what the policy of the Administration is, respecting the change 
of officers, but I am satisfied that we have gained nothing, but 
lost considerably in N. C, by not giving the Lucrative appoint- 
ments to our friends. You have seen that the Democratic party 
have prescribed every Whig in the State where they have had the 
power, without regard to merit or qualifications. Why should we 
not do so? A contrary course certainly weakens us. 

It has occurred to me, that should it suit your views, and those 
of our Whig friends at Washington, I would suggest the name of 
Gen'l Robert Haywood 12 for Post Master. Should other names 
be preferable, I would mention Col. Roulhac, or Albert Stith, 
either of whom I suppose, would willingly accept it, and make 
very good officers. Personal considerations, so far as regards my 
preference, would induce me to recommend Gen'l Haywood. I 
have named the subject to him, and he would be gratified at the 
appointment. A recommendation could be procured and sent on, 
if necessary. 

I have been to Raleigh but once, since I removed my family, 
and know less perhaps of what the Legislature is doing than you 
do. Secession was there, evidently on the wane, and if the Slavery 
question is settled, and the North carried out the Compromise, 
the Agitators will occupy a very unenviable ground. 

I am taking very great interest in my plantation matters. My 
Democratic friends, without intending it, have consulted my best 
interest in sending me home, for I did not know that my planta- 
tion affairs were getting so much deranged. 

u Robert W. Haywood, of Raleigh, adjutant general of the State. 
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From Sidney Weller.13 U. 

Brinkleyville, 

Halifax County, 

N. Carolina, 

January 17th.,  1851. 

Although in the Metropolis of our Union, and amid the most 
honorable and responsible of the nation, I know you will recog- 
nize old friends and acquaintances, haling from the good old 
North. I therefore take the liberty to ask to trouble you with an 
affair that if I knew where the proper quarter to apply, I would 
have forborne to ask of you, Viz: as to the great World's exhibi- 
tion in London. I have a sort of ambition to send something 
thereto. If that, only an enormously long Scuppernong vine 
branch, say 100 feet or more long, coiled up; to be unfolded as 
a specimen there of the great growth or length, of our famous 
native vine. I learn no liquors are to be exhibited, or I should 
be tempted to send specimens of Scuppernong wines such as I 
have had the honour to dispose of to you. 

Now, a few questions, not to trouble you more than necessary 
on the subject 

1 Is it, do you suppose, worth while to send as aforesaid? 
2 Is it too late to do so now, as to the vessel, I learn you have 

ordered for the purpose of carrying things to that fair convention? 
3 And, if sending on said Scuppernong Specimen, vine or 

branch, to whom consign it, and where? 
P. S. I have made a pretty large crop of Scuppernong, and other 

wines, past season (60 barrels or more) would you or friends wish 
any at Washington, send a keg, or bottles in a box? 

From John M. Morehead. U. 

Greensboro', 

Jan'y 17th, 1851. 

I understand from our friend N. L. Williams there will be some 
attempt at this Session of Congress to establish a Federal District 

13 A member of a Halifax County family long noted for successful grape growing 
and wine making. 
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Court in East Tennessee. In that event, his brother, Thomas 
Williams,14 now Chancellor, will be an applicant for the appoint- 
ment of Judge of the District, & I think the appointment would 
be a good one & it is honorable to the memory of his Twin- 
brother, Lewis. Nicholas thinks it as well not to let it be known 
that his brother wishes the appointment until the right time, as 
he has always been an Anti-Jackson man, and you know that 
even the old Hero's ghost can do murder yet. 

You will observe from the papers that our Free Suffrage affair 
is about to turn out a humbug, which it has always been. 

To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Washington City, 

Jany. 27th, 1851. 

I reed a few days since, your letter, conveying the Message from 
Mrs. Cobb in relation to her son, and regret that I can think of no 
expedient by which I can aid her, in her wishes. 

He cannot be sent on board of any of our public vessels, as 
a passenger, nor as a sailor, unless he will enlist and sign the 
articles. This, I presume, neither he nor she, would be willing 
that he shall do. Commanders of vessels appoint their own clerks 
—and I could not interfere for that place, if he has the qualifica- 
tions. He might be put into the merchant service, or induced to 
go to Europe in a steam packet, to the Industrial Exhibition—or 
she might consign him to Dr. Knox in California. The Negus 
steamers sail every fortnight or oftener. These are the only sugges- 
tions I can make. 

I have given directions for the inquiries about the mans prize 
money, about whom you wrote. 

Your letter has been mislaid, and forget what you stated, in 
respect to the office desired by Mr. Greene. I will find it again 
however, and give attention to what is said of him. I find my 
duties very onerous, and they will increase untill the end of the 
session of Congress. 

I believe there is nothing new beyond the newspaper accounts. 
Dr. Hawks preached a great Union sermon at the Capitol last 

"Thomas Lanier Williams (1786-1856), of Tennessee, a native of North Carolina 
and a graduate of the University, who had been a Tennessee legislator, justice of 
the state Supreme Court, and was now chancellor. 
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Sunday, and at the close a vote of thanks and resolution to print 
were carried by the crowd there present. He is still here. 

I received about a week since an official note, in French, from 
Mr. Boshspencer, Belgian Minister, etc., informing that Madame 
Boschspencer had that day been delivered of a daughter, and 
that both were doing well. How much interest he supposed I took 
in the subject I don't know—as we were only acquainted by an 
exchange of cards. Conrad, who is a widower, told me he received 
a like advertisement. 

Public affairs wear a quiet aspect here. If the New York Legis- 
lature could be made to act rightly, it would save the Country. 
But I fear the sectional Whigs are too weak for Seward and his 
train bands. They however owe it to the Country to make a 
proper demonstration. 

From Matthew C. Perry.15 U. 

Private. [January 27 th. 1851."] 

The real object of the expedition should be concealed from 
public view, under a general understanding, that its main purpose 
will be to examine the usual resorts of our whaling ships, with 
special reference to their protection, and the opening to them of 
new ports of refuge and refreshment. 

The only port in Japan at which foreign vessels are admitted 
is "Nagisaki", where the Dutch, through their intrigues, exercise 
a controlling influence, quite enough to frustrate any attempt of 
other nations to enter into negotiations with the Japanese Gov- 
ernment, so long indeed, as they continue to send their agents or 
Ambassadors, as they hitherto have done, first to this place. 

Acting as the only interpreters on our side, on the two oc- 
casions of the visits of Commodore Biddle, and Commander 
Glynn, they doubtless interpreted, and managed matters to suit 
their own ends, as they invariably have done, for the last two cen- 
turies. 

For this very obvious reason, any future expedition should 
avoid this port, and select one at some other part of the Empire 
entirely beyond the reach of the Dutch, or any other foreign in- 
fluence,—probably "Matamai"  or "Kokodade"  or both,  should 

Typescript in the Graham papers. 
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be preferred—as being nearly at the other end of the Kingdom, 
and within convenient communication with "Yedo." 

At one of these ports, which are not far distant from each other, 
the squadron should suddenly appear, and then demand, upon 
the just grounds of public utility and the rights of nations; free 
access to one, or both of them, to American vessels, for refresh- 
ment and repair. The unlooked for appearance upon the coast of 
a formidable naval force, would doubtless produce great surprise, 
and confusion, and every means would be devised by the Jap- 
anese (for they are a shrewd and cunning people) to get rid of 
the intruders—cajolery—treachery—stratagem—withholding of sup- 
plies, and force, would be resorted to, but with patience and for- 
bearance, and judicious management on the part of the Ameri- 
cans, acting always on the defensive, though prompt at resenting 
insult, a favorable issue to the enterprise might reasonably be 
expected. 

How far the Americans would be justified in returning menace 
for menace, and force by force, would of course depend upon cir- 
cumstances growing out of events, not at any previous time, to 
be foreseen. They certainly would be justified in landing, even 
by force, in search of water, and other supplies, provided they 
were withheld, and also for the benefit of the sick, always paying, 
or offering to pay, for whatever might be thus taken. 

In looking at the map of Japan it will be seen that the Islands 
"Niphon" and "Yesso" are geographically placed somewhat similar 
to the Islands of Great Britain and Ireland. The Strait of Sangar, 
(upon which are situated "Matamai" and "Kokodade") separat- 
ing the Japanese, as the Irish Channel separates the English Isles. 

By way of illustration then, let us imagine the Island of 
"Niphon" (upon which is the Capital, "Yedo") to be Great 
Britain, and "Yesso," Ireland, the port of "Matamai," "Cork," 
and "Kokodade," Dublin. Now, a powerful foreign nation deter- 
mined on forcing England with terms of reciprocal intercourse, 
without actual recourse to war, occupies with a strong naval force 
the two Irish ports, and commanding the Irish Channel, cuts off 
all communication between these two important parts of the 
Empire; enters into friendly intercourse with the Irish people, 
already disaffected as they truly are to the Supreme Government; 
and as the people of "Yesso" are to their Conquerors, the 
Japanese, what would England do, assuming only for the sake 
of further comparison her incapacity to dislodge the interlopers, 
by force. Why, the answer is plain, she would negotiate if she 
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were so permitted, for their departure, and so would the Japanese 
Government on finding all other means hopeless, it would gladly 
send us away with the recognition of our right to enter their 
ports, and trade with them. 

The Japanese are superior to their neighbors of China, though 
treacherous, they have many redeeming traits, are brave, generous 
and humane, inordinately curious and fond of pleasure, giving 
importance to form and ceremonies beyond any people in the 
world, and spending half their lives in attendance upon the 
capricious edicts of the Court, which exercises an extraordinary 
influence over the people by a system of perfectly organized 
espionage, extending to every individual, however obscure, one 
half the population being employed to watch the other half. 
Thus every one lives in constant dread of the secret vengeance of 
the Government for offences charged against them, whether real 
or imaginary, hence they are constantly engaged in plots, and 
counter plots, and it is thought that strong parties would be 
found to lend their aid, secretly, to the accomplishment of any 
measure, promising amelioration of their present oppressed 
condition. 

The accounts given of the prejudices of the Japanese against 
foreigners, are very much exaggerated. The obstacles hitherto 
interposed against a more friendly intercourse may be mainly 
ascribed as before remarked to the intrigues of the Dutch, at 
Nagisaki, who have stopped at nothing, however dishonorable, 
or degrading to their national character, to effect their object. 

Doctor Ainslie, a very intelligent gentleman, sent by Sir Stanford 
Raffles to Japan, in the early part of the present century, "agrees 
with former writers in his representations of the Japanese as 
exhibiting an apparent coldness like the stillness of the Spanish 
characters, eager of novelty, and warm in their attachments, open 
to strangers, and hating the restrictions of their political institu- 
tions, a people who seems inclined to throw themselves into the 
hands of any nation of superior intelligence." 

From the general information gathered by the undersigned from 
the best authorities of the manners, customs, pursuits and poli- 
tical institutions of the Japanese, there is good reason to believe 
that the masses would connive at any attempt of the Americans 
to set aside the absurd restrictions at present in force with respect 
to foreigners, and it is a question whether the Supreme Govern- 
ment at Yedo, would be sufficiently strong to prevent any well 
organized resistance to its authority if undertaken at a distance 
from the Capital, the fountain of all powers. 
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With respect to the force necessary to insure success to the 
enterprise so far as success can be commanded, four armed ves- 
sels would be required, three first class steamers, and a sloop of 
war. For very many reasons, steamers should be employed on this 
service, but few of the Japanese and of those only who have 
visited China or the adjacent coast, can have seen a steamer of 
war. It is well known that such people are influenced more 
through the medium of the eye, than by any argument, however 
well sustained. We can therefore, readily imagine the astonish- 
ment and consternation that would be produced by the sudden, 
and to them mysterious, approach of these vessels towards their 
ports, moving silently, and to all appearance stealthily along, 
without sails, and without regard to wind or tide. This extra- 
ordinary appearance to them (at first) altogether unaccountable, 
added to the exhibition of the stern machinery,—their guns of 
heavy calibre, their explosive shells, and rockets,—the various 
specimens of modern fire arms, and other productions of Ameri- 
can ingenuity composing the equipment of the ships,—would do 
more to command their fears, and secure their friendship, than 
all that the diplomatic missions have accomplished in the last one 
hundred years. It has been justly said of the Chinese, and the 
remark will equally apply to the people of Japan, that "much 
more may be gained by an appeal to their fears, than to their 
friendship." 

The frequency of gales upon the coast of Japan, accompanied 
by heavy rains, and long continued fogs, the exclusion from its 
ports of foreign vessels, even in distress, the inhospitality, and 
treachery of the people to those who may be unfortunately 
thrown among them by shipwreck, the irregular currents and the 
want of good charts,—all tend to make the navigation of the 
Japanese Archipelago extremely dangerous, especially to sail 
vessels. Hence another prominent advantage possessed by steamers 
for this service, capable as they are of moving against the wind, 
of going fast, or slow, of choosing more easily safe anchorage, 
in a word, of avoiding dangers, that would prove fatal to vessels 
moved only by sails. 

The cost of keeping afloat these first class steamers, and a 
sloop of war, even in the East Indes, exclusively of the cost of any 
additional number of Marines that might be put on board of 
them, would not exceed the expense of three sail frigates and a 
sloop of war. 
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Calculations have been frequently made to show that a first 
class steamer, even estimating the cost of fuel consumed in steam- 
ing, may be kept employed at no greater charge to the Govern- 
ment than a sail frigate of the first class, and it is well known that 
coals can be transported to Shanghai, or the Sandwich Islands or 
to other convenient ports in the Pacific, at a rate not exceeding ten 
dollars per ton, for reason that the outward bound Chinamen, and 
whalers, usually going out partly empty, would be glad to take 
it almost upon any terms,—in truth I believe that responsible con- 
tracts may be found to deliver any quantity of coal, either at 
Shanghai, or the Sandwich Islands, at $16. per ton, including first 
cost and all charges. 

In most parts of the Pacific, wood is abundant, and might be 
collected by the natives. Occasional supplies of this description 
of fuel would very much economise the coal. 

The Island of Formosa produces coal, of good quality, and 
I am told by using the cheap labour of that country it can be 
taken to market for $5. per ton. 

Many cogent reasons may be urged in justification of the pro- 
posed enterprise, even if partial collision with the Japanese 
should be the consequence. 

First it would be justifiable upon the ground of public utility, 
and in accordance also with the maxim, universally practised in 
this Country, that the few must give way to the many, and if 
these reasons are not of sufficient weight to sanction the under- 
taking, the fact of their ill treatment of all foreigners who may be 
thrown, even by the dispensation of Providence, upon their shores, 
the closing of their ports to vessels seeking shelter, or refreshment, 
a most intolerable wrong; and finally, the wanton and treacherous 
firing, on two occasions, upon the unarmed American merchant 
ship Morrison, peacably visiting their shores, with colours flying, 
and with the avowed purpose of landing some shipwrecked 
Japanese. (See book entitled Voyages of the Morrison, herewith 
sent, also Parker's Journal). Surely these unprovoked violations 
of international comity, and oft repeated acts of unnecessary 
cruelty, would seem to give authority for investigation if not for 
signal punishment. 

To insure success, the first expedition should be strictly naval, 
untrammelled by the interference of diplomatic agents, who 
cannot judge advisedly of the movements and necessities of a 
squadron in remote and unfrequented seas. Once the way is 
open, which must be effected by at least a show of force,—trade, 
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and   consequently  diplomatic   appointments   would   of   course 
follow. 

Memoranda. 

The Empire of Japan, including the whole Archipelago, em- 
braces an area of more than 100,000 square miles, extending from 
the 30th. to the 41st. degree of N. Lat. and from the 129th. to 
the 143rd. degree of East Longitude. 

Its climate is salubrious, but variable, being subject to fre- 
quent changes, with violent gales, and much rain and fog. The 
periodical monsoons do not extend to this region. 

The mean temperature at Nagisake, a southern city, is said 
to be 98 degrees of Farenheit in August, the hottest season, and 
in January, the coldest, 35 degrees. It must however be much 
colder in the Northern part of the Empire. 

The population is estimated at thirty millions. 
The military force 468,000 foot, and 58,000 horse. These 

numbers include the Imperial troops, holding a much higher rank 
than the Provincial soldiers, of which last the Army is prin- 
cipally composed. 

Navy there is none. Though have an immense coasting trade. 
The ports are invariably fortified. The Japanese having besides 
permanent works, movable masked batteries, which they can 
plant and open in a very short time. 

The revenue is represented by all authorities to be surprisingly 
large, about 28,000,000 (twenty eight million) pounds Sterling, 
exclusive of the private revenue of the Emperors. The public 
revenue is chiefly derived from direct taxation and the product 
of the mines. 

The Japanese carry the science of agriculture to great perfec- 
tion, raising rice, wheat,—(doubtless Indian corn might be ad- 
vantageously grown here) —and barley, and most of the known 
fruits and vegetables, as also cotton, hemp, sugar, tea, tobacco, 
etc. The mulberry is extensively grown, as food for the silk worm. 
Rice being the principle article of food, is more generally 
cultivated. 

The people engage little in foreign commerce, confining their 
trade chiefly to the neighboring provinces of China, and the 
Corea. Manufacturing almost every article required, (with their 
present wants) for home consumption, their imports are small, 
and their exports are now mostly confined to  the articles of 
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copper, and camphor—formerly large quantities of gold and silver 
were carried away by the Dutch and Portuguese. 

The mines of Japan still produce an abundance of gold, silver 
and copper. Though iron is scarce—sulphur and bituminous 
coal are also found. 

From the abundance of the precious metals in Japan, there 
is little doubt that a most lucrative trade would follow the 
opening of her ports to Americans, by shipping to that country, 
in return for specie, copper, tea, camphor and probably sugar,— 
the manufactures of these States, particularly cotton and woolen 
goods,—and "notions" as are significantly called the innumerable 
productions of the ingenuity of our people. 

The foregoing notes and memoranda have been drawn from 
all the best authorities in the Congressional Library, from official 
reports, and from other reliable sources. The undersigned has 
not been able to obtain but one of the printed communications 
of Mr. A. H. Palmer, from which, however, he has taken nothing, 
preferring the original authorities. 

Respectfully submitted, 
M. C. PERRY. 

Washington. 

From Richard Hines. U. 

Raleigh, 

Jan. 30th, 1851. 

The Legislature, I am glad to say, has at last adjourned. For 
their proceedings I must refer you to the Newspapers. I believe 
it is generally admitted to be the most weak, if not corrupt, as- 
sembly that ever sat in this State. They done little or no good, and 
was several times on the eve of much harm. Secession is dead and 
buried here. They took no vote upon it in the Commons, and I 
believe its friends became most heartily ashamed of it. 

Judge Nash has been quite ill, but is now convalescent, and I 
hope will soon be out again. 

It became a sort of by word in the Legislature if you wanted 
to kill any measure before the house it was only necessary to get 
Gen'l Saunders or Rayner to support it. The young Democrats 
was completely in the ascendancy, and had they had a new judicial 
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circuit, as it was thought at one time they would do, they [the?] 
opinion [is] that McRae could have beaten the Gen'l for the 
Judgeship, which may in some degree account for the bare pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Our friend the Maj'r has settled at Midway, comes to the 
City very seldom, seems very happy, and says he took as much 
interest in farming before. 

TF V IP TF IP 

I am happy to say as fair as I am able to judge the administra- 
tion is giving entire satisfaction to their friends in this State. Even 
their enemies are compelled to praise them. 

Invitation to a Ball. U. 

New-York, 

February, 

1851. 

Dear Sir: 

You are cordially invited to attend The Ball, given by the 
citizens of New-York, on Monday evening, March 10th., at Niblo's, 
in honor of Henry Clay. 

The life of this truly great man is endeared to his countrymen 
by a long line of illustrious services, which, guided by a measure- 
less patriotism, have been unselfishly rendered to his whole 
country. 

We have rejoiced, in common with our fellow-citizens in every 
State, that a merciful Providence has extended to us the priceless 
boon of preserving, unimpaired, the physical health, and the 
matchless qualities of the heart and mind of Henry Clay. 

Recent events—the slumbering fires which were fanned by 
him—have rallied every true man to the side of the Union, and 
of the Constitution; his own leading part in the GREAT SETTLE- 

MENT, which returns us to general peace, and restores that harmony 
which Washington invoked to remain with us always, these, if 
possible, endear Henry Clay more and more to all classes of the 
community. 

Our people are desirous of meeting you socially, and of in- 
terchanging with you those National views which bind together 
these United States. 
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The favor of an answer at your earliest convenience, is re- 
quested. 

We are, very respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servants, 

Nicholas Carroll, 
A. C. Kingsland, 
Nicholas Dean, 
N. B. Blunt, 
Benedict Lewis, Jr., 
S. C. Herring, 

Jas. Depeyster Ogden, 
David Graham, 
Chas. McDougall, 
D. L. Pettee, 
James Kelly, 
John M. Trimble. 

Committee 
of 

Invitation. 

From Henry Potter. U. 

Fayetteville, N. C, 

Feb'y 4th, 1851. 
#    #    #    #    # 

We have no stirring news here. The compromise is working 
well. My hope is in its instrumentality. The Union must be saved 
—and had I the power, I w'd say it shall be preserved inviolate. 

You have doubtless seen the shameful affair of Gov. Reid and 
his seceeding friends at the South, and the shameful refusal of his 
friends in the Legislature to call for his answers.16 

This ought to open the eyes and the heart of every unprejudiced 
democrat—but I forbear. 

From William S. Archer. A. 

Feb. 4th, 1851. 

Your letter only confirms my assurance of the determined 
temper of the President as respects the Northern Factionists who 
are practicing for the dissolution of the Union. 

The Southern Portion are far more likely to bring about mis- 
chief. In the first place they are a higher order of persons, as 
regards position and talents, full as Fanatical, more daring, with 

wIn December, 1850, Reid, as governor-elect, received letters from Governor 
Means, of South Carolina, and Governor McDonald, of Georgia, the president of 
the Nashville convention. He transmitted them to the legislature, and the Whigs, 
hoping to discredit him, demanded to see any replies he might have made. Their 
purpose was so clear that the Democratic majority prevented any formal inquiry 
to the Governor. 
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less to lose, and, as they really think, much to gain, as regards 
personal advancement, Effectual legislation, the strongest though 
not exclusive motive to their agitation. 

But there is besides, a very sensitive Chord responsive to mis- 
chief pervading the South, on which the Factionists play, the 
fear of seeming to submit too much to Northern Insolence and 
aggression. You know as well as I do, the peril which threatens 
from this source. There is but one way to keep it down. It is 
to have strict enforcement of the Fugitive Bill, and especially in 
the State of Massachusetts. No Body cares for Vermont. Her pro- 
ceedings are held in contempt. Not so New York and especially 
Massachusetts. Let your officers there, be so warned that there 
can be no danger of another Crafts Case, and the failure of the 
execution of the Law by the quibbles or delays of the Law Of- 
ficers for it was in this light that the Case was unavoidably and 
justly regarded in the South. No employment of Military Force 
will be required, or would have as much effect as the prompt 
dismission of a recusant or faltering Marshall or District Attor- 
ney. Show no disposition to soothe or conciliate. Give nothing 
even to the good men in the Agitating States, lest it should be 
misconstrued into a policy of Conciliation. Shew the part of 
going for Duty not Conciliation. Contempt clearly unaffected, 
is the true dagger to Calhounism and the best palliative to the 
spirit of Abolitionism. 

Winthrop has been a Favorite of mine, I am truly glad to see 
that he reaps the reward of his policiseing faltering with his duty 
to his Country, about which he could not doubt. Let no man get 
any thing in Massachusetts who did not stand by Webster in his 
trial and troubles. 

I have thrown out these thoughts to you, not from general 
consideration, but a particular one. Our Legislature presents at 
this moment the aspect of being doubtful about the Compromise 
Measures. This is not so. In the Legislature, in the State the pur- 
pose of acquiescence is universal. The sentiment of approval 
largely predominant. But the fear weighs that the language of 
concession may be misconstrued and the Calhoun gang have 
their mouths ever open to bawl out submissiveists. The Influence 
this slang will have on the weak and Irresolute I need not insist 
on. 



26 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

From Joel Strong. U. 

Gregorys, 

Granville, N. C., 

Feb'y6th, 1851. 

I understand that a new devise has been placed on our silver 
dollar within a short time past. Will you do me the favor to in- 
close me one of this kind & on receipt of it I will immediately 
forward to you a gold dollar in its stead. I am quite anxious to 
procure one—for the devise on our silver coin has in every change 
recorded the progress & predicted the future of our republic with 
unerring certainty & more expressively than could be conveyed 
in language. And as we are under a Power that makes no failures 
& cannot retrograde I wish to see what is to be our next progress. 

From William L. Dayton.11 U. 

National Hotel, 

Feb. 6th, 1851. 

The case is, I admit, prima facie, against me. I have just dis- 
covered I have your Hat, with your card in it! I am ashamed to 
say that the card was unseen last night, and the hat supposed to 
be that of Mr. Stephens—who it seems was the maker and not the 
owner. Said Stephens, as alleged by the servant having carried off 
mine. 

I am now Hatless. Be good eno' to send by the bearer the one, 
whatever it be, left by the party last night. It is either mine, or 
its exchange. 

From Richard Hines. U. 

Raleigh, 

February 6th., 1851. 

I yesterday fell in with our old friends, Gov. Manly and Maj'r 
Hinton,  when  amongst  other  things   the  conversation   turned 

"William Lewis Dayton (1807-1864), of New Jersey, a graduate of Princeton, 
lawyer, judge of the state Supreme Court, Whig United States Senator, 1842- 
1854. He was the Republican candidate for vice-president in 1856, and minister 
to France, 1861-1864. 
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upon the importance of the Post Master at this place, to the 
Whig party. The Maj'r stated he had written to you on the sub- 
ject, it was therefore unnecessary for him to write again. 

Against Mr. White personally, I have nothing to say, nor have 
any complaint to make against his official conduct, as far as I 
am individually concerned. But he is no better P. Master than 
the Maj'r was Treasurer, nor is he a better officer in any respect 
than most of the Whigs that have been turned out. That he has 
been a better politician and has heretofore used all the influence 
of his office for the promotion of his party you know as well as I 
do, and that he will do it again, I have no doubt. 

I do not, of course, wish in any way to interfere with the settled 
policy of the Administration, but think it right to call your at- 
tention to this matter, which I consider of vital importance to 
the Whig party. I cannot myself see the necessity or policy, of 
keeping Mr. White in one of the very best offices in the State, 
and one which wields decidedly more political influence than any 
other, especially now, when the Locos have made a clean sweep in 
this State, having not even a Nominal Whig in office, except Mr. 
Hill, Secretary of State, who, you know, has never been a partisan, 
and who they could not turn out, although many of their leaders 
wished to. And the Gov. and Council have appointed Mr. Josiah 
Collins one of the Literary Board, who is one of the most violent 
secessionists in the State, and many believe will soon go over soul 
and body to the Locofoco party. 

You have no doubt read the address of the Western Whigs with 
Mr. Flemming,18 in favour of a Convention which will divide the 
Whig party in the State and greatly weaken it, if it does not break 
it up, in the Eastern part of the State. Whilst the Locofocos stand 
firm and united. In short, their whole organization, and every act 
of the Locofoco party show that they mean to stop at nothing to 
secure the State for their party. And you may rely upon it, it will 
be no child's play to defeat them, and if we intend to make a fight, 
the sooner we commence the better, and nothing will succeed 
short of a fight at all points, and upon every subject, and that to 
the death. 

I have no particular person to recommend for the office, but 
expect Gen'l R. W. Haywood would accept it, and make a good 

MA group of the Whig members of the legislature, from counties no further 
east than Chatham, united in an address to the people of the state, urging a 
constitutional convention to change the basis of representation. Samuel Flemming 
of Yancey County was apparently the prime mover in the matter. 
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officer. Mr. Roulhac would not accept, and Mr. Lemay, you know, 
is a Nashville convention man, etc. 

Invitation. U. 

Macon, Ga. 

February 7th., 1851. 

The friends of the Union in this place, contemplate a Public 
Celebration of the approaching 

ANNIVERSARY OF WASHINGTON'S BIRTH-DAY. 

As the Romans were accustomed to carry the Statues of their 
early Heroes, in their processions, to remind them of the virtue 
and purity of the better days of their Republic; so we deem it the 
part of patriotism, in the present crisis of our public affairs, to 
keep before our eyes, the examples and teachings of the founders 
of our Government. We embrace the occasion as especially op- 
portune to invoke the spirit and warning voice of Washington, 
to frown upon the bold designs of Disunion, so alarmingly avow- 
ed in every part of the Confederacy. 

As a Committee, appointed for the purpose, we invite you to 
join in the proposed Celebration, either by your presence, or 
your counsels. We desire that your influence may be felt, in re- 
straining the spirit of insubordination and sedition, wherever 
in our wide spread country it seeks to disintegrate the proud 
fabric of our Government. We desire that your voice may go 
forth to the people, pleading for the observance and abidance of 
those great Peace Measures, which so happily passed the last Ses- 
sion of Congress. And above all, that you may unite with us in 
pushing forward that great National Organization, which we look 
to under God's Providence, as the best, if not the only protection 
of our cherished Union, against the dangerous attacks of faction 
and fanaticism. 

Your obedient servants, 
A. H. Chappell,19 

Tames A. Nisbet,20 ^ 
•; TAT   A Committee 
James W. Armstrong, 
Samuel Hall,21 T     .     . 
c   T-   r^u 22 Invitation. S. T. Chapman,22 

Robt. S. Lanier.23 

19 Absalom   Harris   Chappell    (1801-1878),   studied   law   at   the   University   of 
Georgia, and practiced in several places, including Macon, before settling perm- 
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From Robert W. Brown.24 U. 

Wilmington, N. C, 

Feb. 7th, 1851. 

Pardon my intrusion, for I am aware that you have enough 
upon your hands without being interfered with by individual 
letter writers. 

I would respectfully inform you of our application to Congress, 
made through our representative, Mr. Ashe, last summer, for an 
appropriation of Stone to aid in the reestablishment and improve- 
ment of our Bars at the South western entrance to Cape Fear 
River. 

A full detail was given, showing how much injury to navigation 
by obstructions of sand. In my early days upon duty here, I have 
known Vessels come in and go out our main Bar, drawing 16-18 
feet water; at one point, Bald Head, it was then a long walk from 
any landing place on the beach to the old Light House. Now that 
spot is some 10 feet or more under water at low tide! 

With this immense washing off of some 2 miles square of sand 
into the opening into Cape Fear, which is about two miles wide 
between Oak Island and Bald Head, we need not be surprised 
that now the once bold channel has been reduced to 9-10 feet 
water, only. Not reliable at all—hence, latterly our Commerce 
has been forced to use Western Channel, via and around Oak 
Island. 

Knowing all this, and having the experience of all the why and 
wherefore, notwithstanding my time of life is drawing to a close, 
witnessing the improved commerce many vessels better construct- 
ed than formerly as being much larger, carrying more of course, 
of easier draft of water, and a return to our port of sundry Foreign 
Vessels—(for, before New York absorbed every thing) we had in 
anently at Columbus. He was a state legislator, Whig Member of Congress, 
1843-1844, and became an important figure in the state in the fields of education 
and finance. 

80 James A. Nisbet, a distinguished lawyer. 
a Samuel Hall (1820-1887), of Georgia. North and South Carolina are both 

mentioned as his birthplace. He entered the University of North Carolina from 
Wilmington. After two years he moved to Georgia, and was graduated from 
the University of Georgia. He became one of the most distinguished lawyers in 
the state, was chief justice of the Supreme Court, and in 1861 was commissioner 
from Georgia to North Carolina, which indicates that he was a native of the 
latter. 

22 S. T. Chapman was editor of the Georgia Journal. 
88 Robert S. Lanier was a well-known lawyer of Macon, best remembered as 

the father of Sidney Lanier and Clifton Lanier. 
** Robert W. Brown was a prominent Wilmington businessman. 
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good old times very many Foreigners of great capacity—I feel as 
tho' an effort should be made to restore our Bar Ways or channels. 

To this end we tho't quantities of stone applied at two places, 
one a jettie from Bald Head point out south westerly, the other 
a pyramid or Island of stone south of the Western Channel nearer 
Oak Island would accomplish the all important object of deepen- 
ing. I believe, if obtained, we certainly can have good Bars and 
channels again. 

All this has been explained in detail & Maps sent to the 
Hon'ble Mr. Ashe, who informed us of his action on the premises 
and would place said maps and appeal in safe custody for refer- 
ence. Wonder whether Messrs. Badger and Mangum know of this! 

The large Map, tho' not exact as to distances shows about 
where and how we desire the stone placed, and, as I am writing 
to you individually, tho' with the concurrence of all my Brethren 
here & at Smithville, who are interested and convinced of the 
necessity, etc., &, as bound to look upon you as one of us, may I 
take the liberty to request that you will, at a time you can spare, 
look at the paper and map sent Mr. Ashe, and when you come to 
understand our position and desires, our hopes will be greatly 
strengthened by your aid, or hints, with members of Congress. 
Gov. Dudley would join us in all this, but he is absent in Onslow. 

Next, I must intrude further upon that willingness which we 
believe is possessed for any benefits deemed proper, that may be 
in your power to assist us, and that is an appeal we make now to 
Prof. Bache25 to detach a vessel of the Coast survey for the pur- 
pose of seeing what can be done towards improvement, &, if the 
U. S. Sch'r Gallatin, employed about So. Carolina under com- 
mand of Lieut. Maffitt,26 who is doubly an acceptable officer, can 
be had as early as 1st. June next, to perform the Hydrographical 
part of the desired survey, may we solicite your concurrence, if 
not detrimental to the anticipated duties of the Coast Survey, to 
urge upon the superintindent Mr. Bache, Lt. Maffitt's having the 
duty? 

85 Alexander Dallas Bache (1806-1867), of Pennsylvania, a graduate of West 
Point, who taught there and then left the army to become a professor at the 
University of Pennsylvania. He was superintendent of the coast survey, 1843- 
1867, was active on the Smithsonian board, and president of the American 
Philosophical Society, and the National Academy of Sciences. He wrote profusely. 

28 John Newland Maffitt (1818-1867), naval officer, was born at sea, and was 
adopted by an uncle in North Carolina. He was educated in New York. He be- 
came chief of the hydrographic bureau of the coast survey, and held that position 
until his resignation in 1861. Later he was a captain in the Confederate navy, 
commanding with great success the "Florida," an English-built cruiser and 
blockade runner. 
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Please to excuse any and all my informalities—being so de- 
sirous, if 'tis practicable in the next Congress we should prefer 
to lose no more time in the fulfilment & execution, all round. 

Some of our Pilots near the place, are so well acquainted with 
the Sand-bars, channels, and currents, from day to day that an 
appeal to them would greatly facilitate operations. They have the 
right notion on the subject, and think had better be consulted. 

I suppose it will be proper to send our petition to Prof. Bache 
thro' Honb'l Mr. Ashe, as we do today. 

We have 10-15 years petitioned & written volumes to head quar- 
ters on the subject of an Hospital (Mr. Ashe had too our last 
effort on that matter) & has rather encouraged our hopes. Dr. 
Edward tho't well of the location we off'd the Government for a 
Marine Hospital, 21/% miles below town (a Map sent). The con- 
tributors who bo't the place offer it at cost, $2500., or, as to myself 
would rather give it for the sake of an establishment so important 
to see it well kept up. 

From Charles Manly. A. 

Raleigh, 

Feby. 8th, 1851. 
Private 

Whether the Whig Party in N. Cara. will ever be able to make 
another successful rally, & to "recuperate itself," is very doubtful. 
It is certain that it cannot be done without an effort, $c without 
the use of all proper available means. 

The Public Offices and the reins of the State Government are 
all in the hands of Locofocos of the low and unscrupulous order. 
To increase their strength & perpetuate their power will be the 
object of their paramount vigilance. One of their strongest levers 
for party action is a pliant Postmaster at the seat of Government. 

From a sickly sympathy for the incumbent's family many Whigs 
of this place a year or two ago concurred in a recommendation 
for his continuance in office. But the case now presents a new set 
of features. 

While the Whigs were in power, they could afford to be mag- 
nanimous. Now, they can't afford to surrender Citidels, nor yield 
weapons to be used against them without scruple or remorse. 
Their practise here demands a return of the chalice of proscrip- 
tion to their own lips. 
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In my judgment, the Post Master at Raleigh ought to be re- 
moved, & a Whig appointed in his place. The subject has been 
talked over by the "Roily Click" & some of us agreed to write you 
upon it. 

Genl. Rob. W. Haywood is willing to take the office. He is, as 
you know, entirely competent; while his agreeable temper 2c ac- 
commodating manners fit him in a high degree, for a place for 
all the people. 

Now, my dear Sir, I would not have you embarrassed by this 
suggestion, nor desire you to take any step not well approved by 
the Cabinet. But the administration of Mr. Fillmore at this time 
needs friends here. With proper efforts, it can be made the most 
popular one we have had since the early days of Jacksonism. 

The Legislature has adjourned, happily, without doing much 
mischief, except negatively by leaving undone many things which 
they ought to have done. 

The Whigs have done nothing. Not a man has taken a promi- 
nent lead, or elevated his position, while some of the "spem 
gregis" have greatly fallen back. 

What do you think of making that drunken rowdy Jno. G. 
Bynum a Leader of Whigs, Sc Captain of the great Convention & 
Constitutional reform Party.—"Quern Deus vult perdere"— etc. 

But I will detain you no longer. 

From James H. Otey21 to George E. Badger. A. 

Columbia, Tenn: 

Feb:  10,  1851. 

Feeling in some degree the need of a "friend at Court," I pre- 
sume so far upon old acquaintance as to solicit your kind inter- 
vention in an affair of some consequence to myself. Seventeen 
years hard labour in the office of a Bishop, added to thirteen years 
work as a parish minister & schoolmaster, have, to employ a West- 
ern phrase, "pretty well used me up." My health has become so 
much impaired, that I have at length yielded to the urgent rep- 
resentations of friends, and determined to try the effect of a 
voyage across the Atlantic and a visit to foreign countries. My 

27 James Hervey Otey (1800-1863), a native of Virginia, a graduate of the 
University of North Carolina, Episcopal bishop of Tennessee, 1834-1863, a cease- 
less worker—one might say tireless, but for the contents of this letter. With 
Leonidas Polk, he was a founder of the University of the South. 
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purpose is "God willing," to see Jerusalem, before I return, 
should all things conspire to render such a trip expedient on the 
score of health, and desirable by reason of the information to be 
gained. 

With these views and purposes before me; it has occurred to 
me that a recommendation from the Secy, of the Navy to our 
Naval officers on foreign stations & duty, might be of great service 
to me: and my chief object in writing this letter is, to procure 
from him, through you, such letter of commendation to our Na- 
val commanders as might ensure to me their kindness and civility 
not inconsistent with their official duties, should I need their 
countenance or aid. 

The Secy of War gave me such commendatory letters to the 
Officers of the U. S. Army when I visited the Indian tribes West 
of Arkansas in 1844: and Mr. Secty. Mason gave me permission 
to cross the Ocean in a National vessel a few years ago, I finding 
my own stores. I take it for granted therefore, that my object in 
the present case is altogether in keeping with law & usage. 

If I am not mistaken, Mr. Graham, the present Sec. of the Navy 
was in the freshman class of which I was Tutor at Chapel Hill in 
1820-21. If so, he will probably retain a favorable rememberance 
of me and be disposed to grant the favor which I ask. It is simply 
a letter of commendation, as a man of respectable character, to 
any of our Naval officers whom I may chance to meet with in 
foreign lands. 

I expect to leave home for New York by the middle of March 
and if you can serve me in this matter I shall be obliged to you 
to write to me before that time. 

From Kenneth Rayner. U. 

Raleigh, No. Ca., 

Feb. 11th, 1851. 

My brother in law, Mr. Lucius J. Polk, would be much pleased 
to receive the appointment of visitor to West Point in June next. 
He is a gentleman of Collegiate education, as you are well aware, 
has some fondness for letters, and I think I may with propriety 
say to you, would make a respectable member of the Board of 
Visitors. He has ever been a thorough and consistent Whig, and 
is a man of very considerable influence, both moral and political, 
in the section of country where he resides. 
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My name will also, through the kindness of my friend Col. Out- 
law, be placed before the Secretary of War, for an appointment 
in that Board. If it would not interfere with some other arrange- 
ment of the Secy, of War, the appointment would be gratifying 
to me, but yet I can not request of you to urge the appointment 
of both myself and my friend. And as I would prefer Mr. Polk's 
receiving the appointment to getting it myself, I hope you will 
pardon me for bespeaking your influence in favor of Mr. Polk. 

Order for Survey of the Amazon.28 A. 

Navy Department. 

February 15th. 1851. 

Lieut. Wm. L. Herndon, 
U. S. Navy, 

Lima, Peru. 

Sir: 
You are hereby detached from the U. S. Sloop of War Vanda- 

lia, and you will carry out the instructions which have been issued 
to you this day for special service. 

I am, respectfully, etc., 
Will. A. Graham, 

Secretary of the Navy. 

Navy Department. 

February 15th, 1851. 

Lieut. William L. Herndon, 
U. S. Navy, 

Peru or Bolivia. 

Sir: 
The Department is about to confide to you a most important 

and delicate duty, which will call for the exercise of all those 
28 Typescript. On October 30, 1850, Graham wrote Herndon at Valparaiso, di- 

recting him to proceed to Lima. There he received these orders, and presumably, 
the "Instructions" which follow. 

This survey of the Valley of the Amazon had been especially recommended by 
Maury, and was up for discussion during Taylor's administration, and was viewed 
favorably. 
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high qualities and attainments on account of which you have 
been selected. 

The Government desires to be put in possession of certain in- 
formation relative to the valley of the River Amazon, in which 
term is included the entire basin and water-shed drained by that 
river and its tributaries. This desire extends not only to the pres- 
ent condition of that valley with regard to the navigability of its 
streams, to the number and condition, both industrial and social, 
of its inhabitants, their trade and products, its climate, soil and 
productions, but also to its capabilities for cultivation and to the 
character and extent of its undeveloped commercial resources, 
whether of the field, the forest, the river or the mine. 

You will for the purpose of obtaining such information pro- 
ceed across the Cordillera, and explore the Amazon from its 
source to its mouth. Passed Midshipman Lardner Gibbon, a pru- 
dent and intelligent officer, has been selected to accompany you 
on this service, and is instructed to report accordingly. 

This, together with a few instructions necessary for such an 
expedition, will be delivered to you by him. 

Being joined by him you will commence to make such arrange- 
ments as may be necessary for crossing the Andes, and ascending 
the Amazon; and having completed them, you will then proceed 
on your journey without further orders. The route by which you 
may reach the Amazon River is left to your discretion. Whether 
you will descend the Ucuaquale or the Huallago or any other of 
the Peruvian tributaries,—or whether you will cross over into 
Bolivia, and passing through the Province of Yougas embark on 
the Mamore or Ytemia, or whether you will try the Beni, or any 
other route to the Madera and thence to the Amazon, the state 
of the information which you have collected under a former or- 
der will enable you to decide more judiciously than it is possible 
for the Department, with the meagre state of its information upon 
the subject to do. It is not desired that you should select any route 
by which you and your party would be exposed to savage hostility, 
beyond your means of defense and protection. Neither is it desir- 
able that your party should be so large on the one hand as to 
excite the suspicion of the people, or give offense to the authori- 
ties of the countries through which you may pass, nor so small on 
the other as to endanger its success. You are therefore authorized 
to employ a cook, servant, guide, and interpreter and to provide 
them with such arms as it is customary only for travellers gener- 
ally in that part of the world to carry for their protection. And 
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these arms you will have returned to you at Para. The Navy Agent 
at Lima has been instructed to furnish upon your requisition the 
necessary articles for the outfit of yourself and party, and to have 
your draft for a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars, to cover 
your expenses by the way. As these expenses will be mostly for 
mules and arrieros, boats and boat crews, it is supposed that the 
sum named will be much more than sufficient. You will use of it 
only for the necessary expenses of the party. The geographical 
situation, and the commercial position of the Amazon indicate 
the future importance, to this Country, of the free navigation of 
that River. 

To enable the Government to form a proper estimate of the 
degree of that importance, present and prospective, is the object 
of your mission. You will therefore avail yourself of the best 
sources of information that can be had, in answer to any or all 
of the following questions: 

What is the present condition of the silver mines of Peru and 
Bolivia, their yield, how and by whom are they principally 
wrought? What is the machinery used, whence obtained, and how 
transported? Are the mines of this metal which are not worked, 
known to exist? What impulse would the free navigation of the 
Amazon give to the working of these mines? What are their 
capacities, and if the navigation of that river and its tributaries 
were open to commerce, what effect would it have in turning the 
stream of silver from these mines, down these rivers? With what 
description of craft can they be navigated respectively? 

What inducements are offered by the laws of Peru and Bolivia 
for emigrants to settle in the Eastern provinces of those two re- 
publics, and what is the amount and character of the population 
already there? What are the productions, the value of the trade 
With them, of what articles does it consist, where manufactured, 
how introduced, and at what charges upon prime cost? What are 
the staple productions for which the climate and soil of the valley 
of the Amazon in different parts, are adapted? What the state of 
tillage, of what class are the laborers, the value of a day's work, 
the yield per acre, and per hand, of the various staples, such as 
matte, coca, and cocoa, sugar, rice, cinchena, hemp, cotton, india 
rubber, coffee, balsam, drugs, spices, dye and ornamental woods, 
the season for planting and gathering, the price at the place of 
production, and at the principal commercial mart, the mode and 
means of transportation, with any other item of information that 
is calculated to interest a nautical people. 
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You will make such geographical and scientific observations, 
by the way, as may be consistent with the main object of the ex- 
pedition always bearing in mind that those are merely incidental, 
and that no part of the main objects of the expedition is to be 
interfered with by them. It is desirable that you should bring 
home with you specimens or samples of the various articles of 
produce from the Amazon River, together with such seeds or 
plants as might probably be introduced into this country with 
advantage. 

Arriving at Para you will embark by the first opportunity for 
the United States, and report in person to this Department. 

Wishing you a pleasant journey and a safe return to your 
Country and friends, 

I am, respectfully, 
Your obdt. servant, 

Will. A. Graham 

Instructions to Herndon.29 U. 

Feb. 15, 1851. 

Sir: 
You will proceed to the U. States by way of the River Amazon, 

and report in person to this Department. 
Immediately on receipt of this, you will deliver the enclosed, 

left open for your perusal & guidance, to the Commanding Officer 
of the nearest U. States vessel in the Pacific, who will afford you 
every facility requisite for your journey, and the preparations 
therefor. 

A box containing the necessary instrument has been directed 
to you, and sent to the U. S. Consul at Panama. 

You will proceed or send there for it, and return to Lima, in 
Peru, in order to complete the arrangements for the journey. 

The object of the Department in requiring you to return to 
the United States by this route, is to collect information touching 
those almost unknown, but highly interesting, portions of the 
Continent which is drained by the Amazon and its tributaries. 

It is an important service, and one that requires much tact, 
skill and judgment. You have been selected on account of your 
peculiar fitness for it. You will therefore be patient in your in- 

20 These instructions, presumably, were prepared at the same time as the orders 
dated February 15, 1851, and delivered to Herndon by Midshipman Gibbon. 
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quiries, and diligent in your examinations, that the high estimate 
which the Department has formed of your character & qualifica- 
tions, may suffer no abatement. 

You will let nothing, which relates to the commercial re- 
sources—present or to come—of that immense river basin, escape 
your attention. 

Your diary should embrace statistics as ample and as complete 
as may be, in relation to the population, savage and civilized— 
to the actual products of the mine, the forest and the field, and 
to their capabilities. 

Your notes should also be full as to climate and soil, as to man- 
ners and habits of the people, as to their social and political con- 
dition, as to the kind and value of the trade and commerce 
among them, and as to everything else, whether of science, art 
or commerce, morals or religion, that commends itself to the 
attention of the intelligent traveller. 

You will also direct your attention to the probable effect which 
the free navigation of the Amazon would have upon the prosper- 
ity of the people who inhabit its valley. And as far as it may be 
proper and convenient for you to inquire, it is advisable that you 
should learn the opinion of miners and others, capable of judg- 
ing correctly, as to the effect which the opening of the Amazon 
and its tributaries to steam and commerce, would have upon the 
mines of Peru, and Bolivia, & upon the prosperity of those Coun- 
tries. 

Would, in such a case, the produce of those mines or any por- 
tion of it, descend that river—What is the present amount of it— 
What the population of Ecuador, Peru, & Bolivia that would 
probably depend on the free navigation of that river & its tribu- 
taries, for supplies of foreign merchandize, of what articles would 
such merchandize probably consist, and in what light are those 
people disposed to regard the idea of steamboat navigation on the 
Amazon. 

These questions are asked, and these remarks are made, not 
with the view of confining your attention to them exclusively, or 
of limiting your inquiries with regard to other subjects, but with 
the view of conveying to your mind correct ideas as to the char- 
acter of the information which the Department desires you to 
obtain. 

Having impressed you with such ideas, and relying with con- 
fidence upon your judgment, prudence and discretion, the De- 
partment is content to leave the rest to you, with the injunction 
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that you will not needlessly expose yourself, or party, to risks or 
dangers, nor attempt the exploration of any region without ade- 
quate means for success & safety. 

The Indians on the banks of the Madera, and on some of the 
tributaries of the Ucayali, are said to be savages of cruelty. If you 
attempt either of these routes, the utmost caution and prudence 
will be required on your part to guard against treachery. Avoid 
all causes of offense by the way, either to governments or indi- 
viduals, and do not unnecessarily divulge the objects of your 
mission, further than that you are traveling for information. 

It is also left to your discretion as to the route which you shall 
take across the Andes, and the tributary or tributaries upon 
which you shall first embark. 

If, however, after conferring with the commanding Officer to 
whom the inclosed may be delivered, it shall be decided to detail 
two Officers instead of one, to accompany you, you will exercise 
your discretion as to whether one of the party shall descend the 
Ucayali by main stream or tributary, and the other two the 
Madera, with the Brazilian frontier town of Tobatinga as the 
place of meeting. 

Should this plan be adopted—and it is left to your discretion— 
the Officer who descends the Ucayali would perhaps have time 
to explore the fine mesopotamian region of that valley, known 
as the "Pampas del Sacramento," or to ascend some other tribu- 
tary or to make excursions away from the river into the Coun- 
try, before the party by the Madera would arrive. Or he might 
descend alone to Barra, and ascend the Rio Negro, as far as navi- 
gable, then, descending, cross over by the north fork, or the 
Casiguiari into the Oronoco, and so to the U. States. 

However, being on the spot with sources of information that 
are sealed to the Department here, open to you there, you will be 
the best judge as to the most desirable tributary to explore. You 
will not occupy more than one year at farthest, upon this service, 
nor undertake any route without an escort sufficient to insure 
your party against Indian treachery. 

Letters of credit for $5000. will be given to you, and for which 
you will account to the proper Officer on your return. 

The diplomatic agents of the Government, near Ecuador, Peru, 
Bolivia and Brazil, have been informed of the objects of your 
mission, and requested to use all proper efforts in forwarding it, 
and affording you facilities for its accomplishment. 
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Inclosed also, is a circular letter requesting all Officers or agents 
of this Government, & citizens of the U. States upon whom you 
may find it necessary to call, to afford you all the assistance in 
their power, toward the successful accomplishment of the objects 
in view. 

Wishing yourself and party a pleasant journey, & a happy re- 
turn to your Country & friends, 

I am, 
Respectfully, etc., 

Lieut. Wm. L. Herndon, U. S. N., 
Panama or Valparaiso. 

N. B. You will not fail to embrace every opportunity to inform 
the Department as to your progress. 

[Enclosure'] 

To Comm'd'g Officer of 

any vessel of the U. S. serving in the Pacific. 

Sir: 
Lt. Wm. L. Herndon has been directed to return to the United 

States by way of the River Amazon, for the purpose of collecting 
information concerning that river, & its tributaries, and of mak- 
ing the Government acquainted with the commercial and other 
resources of the valley of the Amazon. 

You are therefore requested and authorized to detail, at the 
request of Lieut. Herndon, a suitable Officer from your com- 
mand, to accompany him. You will also afford the party every 
proper facility in your power in assisting it to get under weigh. 

Should it, after conferring with Lieut. H. and Mr.  , 
Charge d'Affaires of the U. States near the government of Peru, 
appear to you that the objects of the expedition would be mater- 
ially promoted by the presence of a third Officer, and should the 
exigencies of the public service afloat admit of it, you will, upon 
request, detail two suitable Officers, instead of one, to accompany 
Lt. Herndon, and allow him also from the ship's crew, a servant, 
should he so require. 

The expedition will probably require a few articles from the 
ship, and will find it necessary to make a few purchases on shore 
to complete its proper equipment. 
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You will supply such articles as can be spared from the ship's 
stores, and cause the others to be procured on shore. But you will 
confine those purchases within the sum of $1500. 

Lieut. H. has been furnished with a bill of credit for a limited 
amount, and it is desirable that he should not use it until after 
he shall have taken his departure from Lima. 

The Department has reason to believe that Lieut. Herndon, 
in anticipation of this service, has left the Vandalia. The uncer- 
tainty as to his whereabouts, and the desire that the expedition 
should be despatched without delay, have made it necessary for 
the Department to adopt this channel of communication. 

You will therefore report your proceedings in this case directly 
to the Department, and in the mean time, send a copy of this 
letter to the commanding Officer of the Pacific Squadron as your 
excuse and authority for so doing. 

Respectfully, 

[Enclosure] 

To the American Minister at Rio de Janeiro 
The Charges des Affaires of the U. States near 

Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia & Chile. 

To the American Consul 
in any part of South America, and 
to any Officer, Agent or Citizen 
of the United States in the same. 

Sir: 
Lieut. Wm. L. Herndon, U. S. Navy, has been directed to de- 

scend the Amazon with a small party, for the purpose of collect- 
ing, for public purposes, correct information relating to the 
interesting region of country through which that river & its trib- 
utaries flow. 

I commend him, & his companions, to your kind offices, and 
request that you will afford them, in furtherance of the objects 
they have in view, any assistance which you may have it in your 
power to give. 

I have the honor to be, 
Respectfully, etc., 
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To John Dowries.30 

Navy Department, 

Feb. 17, 1851. 

Sir: 
The Department has received information that a prisoner, ar- 

rested as a Fugitive Slave in Boston, was forcibly rescued from 
the deputy marshal of that district, on Saturday last, by lawless 
violence, in the very seat of justice of that city. When we had last 
advices he had not been recaptured. It therefore becomes neces- 
sary to take immediate measures for the execution of the law in 
this and all similar cases; and whilst it is hoped that the civil 
officers will stand in need of no military assistance from the forces 
of the United States, you are instructed that, if the marshal or 
his deputy charged with the service of process by competent au- 
thority, shall produce to you the certificate of the justice or dis- 
trict judge of the United States, that, in his opinion, combinations 
against the execution of the law of the United States exist in that 
district, too powerful to be overcome by the civil authority, you 
will promptly order the marines, or any other force under your 
command, to accompany and aid the marshal in making arrests, 
In preventing rescue, or in recapturing any person who has es- 
caped or been rescued by virtue of any process in his hands. If, 
however, neither the justice nor district judge shall be present 
in said city at a time when a call for such assistance shall be made, 
you will then act upon the like certificate from the marshal or 
deputy, and render the aid required. 

To avoid any excess of authority, you will, in all such cases, 
direct the officer in command of the force herein described to 
receive while on this service, the orders of the marshal or deputy, 
and act only in strict obedience thereto. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Will. A. Graham. 

30 From Hillsborough Recorder, March 5, 1851, Commodore John Downes, a 
native of Massachusetts, entered the navy in 1800, and had a brilliant career, 
serving with distinction in Algiers, Tripoli, in the War of 1812, and in the Pacific. 
He was at this time commandant of the navy yard in Boston. 
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From William L. Long. U. 

New York, 

Feb. 17 th, 1851. 

I think that I can safely state, that in this great emporium all 
is right; and the kindest feelings exist amongst all classes towards 
the administration. The firm and patriotic stand of President 
Filmore upon the Compromise Measures, has won for him the 
confidence of his Countrymen, and induced many to believe that 
he has done more for his country than any other man since the 
days of Washington. The name of Millard Filmore in a Presi- 
dential contest would be a tower of strength. The moral firmness 
he has evinced in the crisis through which we have just passed, 
together with his devotion to Country, would place his election 
almost beyond a doubt. If the Whig party should unite upon him 
in 1852, victory would perch upon our banner. 

*TB" ^F TF IT TP 

From Thomas H. Benton. A. 

Senate Chamber, 

Feby 19 th, 1851. 

I have read, a second time, taking advantage of the print in 
the National Intelligencer, your report on the Coast Survey Sub- 
ject. I consider it one of the most perfect reports I ever read— 
a model of a business report—and such as should carry conviction 
to every candid enquiring mind. 

I deem it one of the largest reforms, both in an economical and 
administrative point of view, which the state of our affairs admit 
of; and shall hope to see it succeed. 

To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Washington City, 

Feb. 19th, 1851. 

The leading topic here, at present, is the Negro riot in Bos- 
ton.31 You will see that the President has issued his Proclamation, 

81 The rescue by a Boston mob of Shadrach, who was at once  rushed off to 
Canada. 
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directing all officers, Civil and Military, to aid in the recapture 
of the Fugitive, and the rioters to be apprehended and prosecuted. 

On a call from the Senate he will also send in today the cor- 
respondence with the Marshal of Mass. last fall, and the orders 
for Military aid, in the execution of the Fugitive law. The negro 
had not been recaptured at the last advices from Boston, and I pre- 
sume will not be. 

From the appointments to the Judgeships in California, I pre- 
sume our friend Mr. Blount cannot succeed to the Clerkship 
desired there. 

Col. Wm. Long, of Halifax has taken the place of Naval Store- 
keeper at Spezzia in Italy, and sailed in the St. Lawrence by way 
of England. 

The House of Reps, passed yesterday the River and Harbor 
Bill, with an appropriation of $100,000 for Nags Head. It will 
probably pass the Senate also. 

Congress seems tolerably quiet on the slavery question, except- 
ing Hole, and one or two others in the Senate. 

Washington has been exceedingly gay this Winter and so con- 
tinues. Miss Laura W. has mingled a good deal in Society, and 
I believe has quite enjoyed her visit. She has gone tonight to the 
weekly soiree of the National Hotel. She will leave at the ad- 
journment in charge of Mr. Deberry. 

My clerk has mislaid the scrap from your letter I gave him 
containing the name of the negro seaman claiming prize money, 
about whom you wrote. I must therefore trouble you for his 
name again. 

I learn this evening from Outlaw that Stanly will decline a 
reelection. Can you not come in his stead? Your wish to go abroad 
would be greatly aided by offering in that capacity. Mr. Webster 
is slow in the dispensation of his patronage. He has done nothing 
for George Washington yet, nor has he disposed of Waddell's 
application for the Consulate at Havanna. 

From James Graham. U. 

Earhart Place, 

Feb. 24th, 1851. 
Dear Brother 

I received your letter dated in Jan'y, and have not answered 
it sooner, because I have been staying of late mainly at my South 
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Point Place; having not yet got an overseer. I am pleased to learn 
that quietude prevails at Washington, and that agitation has 
abated, if not ceased, on the slavery question. I perceive the Abo- 
litionists and freesoilers are still however sought after in the 
North to carry elections. If the North intends to abide by the 
Compromise Measures they must execute the fugitive slave law 
in good faith and in good earnest, and President Fillmore ought 
at once to get all the Seaward Abolition Whigs from office. He 
can strengthen his administration in all the States thereby, and 
give perpetuity to the Union. The question of slavery is now be- 
ing discussed at the North between their own people there, and 
that is where the issue should have been made and the battle 
waged long since, and before the Abolitionists acquired so much 
influence. Now the fanaticks should receive no countenance from 
the administration because they are endeavoring to break up 
the Government. Government should bestow its patronage upon 
those who are trying to sustain it. In that way the friends of the 
Union to the North would be greatly encouraged and increased, 
and the safty of the Union and the South depends upon the suc- 
cess to the Union-men to the North. I know of no State where 
public patronage exerts a greater influence than in New York 
and Ohio. Fillmore and Webster ought to support their own 
friends and fling to the dogs those who are constantly barking at 
them. Decission of character, and firmness of purpose can do much 
at present to save the Union men to the North, and thereby save 
the Union itself. 

•JP ^p ^P ^p ^p 

... I have made some handsome improvements on both my 
places since you saw them. Still I am not at all satisfied with the 
rude and ignorant state of society around me. Six or seven fami- 
lies around the Iron works are preparing to move next Fall to 
Arkansas. Lands are rising rapidly in price in York and Mecklen- 
burg, owing partly to the rise in cotton; and partly to the pro- 
posed Rail Roads. Old Lincoln seems to have no enterprise, and 
she can't be raised up from her Lethargy until she has a change of 
population. 

The small Pox in Charlotte has operated greatly against that 
town; nearly all intercourse and business there is suspended. A 
majority of the stores in Charlotte are moved into the country. 
I apprehend, too, it will cause some delay in building the Rail 
Road, though it is progressing well down below. The Cars now 
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come to Winnsboro', 30 miles above Columbia. Next fall it will 
probably reach Chester. 

Our last Legislature had a long session, and did but little good 
or harm. They had no business men in the body, but many talk- 
ing young lawyers. There were many willing to be leaders, but 
the majority thought themselves their equals, and would not 
follow. 

I would be much pleased if the Whigs could regain N. C, but 
I fear that we have so many impracticables among us, it will be 
difficult to do. Our Delegation in Congress could do so much to 
form public opinion; but I fear they do but little and do not act 
in concert. They are wanting in tact, and generally have but little 
influence. 

Deberry and Shephard, I am informed, will decline a reelec- 
tion. 

I still believe it is all important for the Whigs to have better 
Newspapers at Washington and Raleigh. A good paper edited at 
the seat of Government by a man of Ability and tact, will always 
exercise a great controuling influence on public opinion. 

If the Secretary at War has nominated no one from N. Caro- 
lina to go to West Point next Summer as a visiter to superintend 
the examination of the Military Academy, I would be pleased to 
go under his direction. But if there be any person from this State 
designated, I have no desire to be in his way. Having been a 
constant supporter of that noble Institution for 12 years, I would 
be pleased to witness one examination, and learn from inspection 
the thorough course of instruction there taught. 

I intended going to Raleigh last Session of the Legislature, 
but in consequence of the bad Roads and bad weather I aban- 
doned my purpose. 

Give my Respects to Sister Susan and all your boys—After Con- 
gress adjourns I think you would do well to make a short visit 
to Hillsboro' to see how your affairs are going on, and place your 
overseer under the direction of some practical friend who would 
ride out once a month to your Farm and Report to you. 

Your affectionate brother 
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From Edward Stanly. U. 

Feb'y 25th, 1851. 

I am greatly obliged & honored by your kind greetings. 
I was acting entirely on the defensive,32 & had borne more 

than some of my friends thought was becoming. But I thought, 
as others of better judgment did, that it was determined that I 
should be assailed by the Southern disunionists. 

I would not engage in a contest which I knew was in many re- 
spects wrong, to gratify vengeance, or even redress personal 
wrong, but I was assailed as a Southern man, assailed for dis- 
charging conscientiously my public duties, and as a North Caro- 
linian, I thought it due to my constituents to shew my assailants 
that they might be mistaken in supposing Union men wouldn't 
fight under any circumstances. 

When you know all the facts, you will see I was as clearly 
right as one could be who was in the estimation of many good 
persons, doing wrong. 

It gives me the greatest satisfaction to know that I had your 
sympathy. 

From David F. Caldwell. U. 

Salisbury, 

February 25th., 1851. 

In my sick bed I read the account of the Boston riot. I have 
got out of it, to write you a few lines, with hardly nerves enough 
to guide my pen. 

I returned from the So. West a few weeks since, then in good 
health & high spirits, because of the flourishing condition of the 
country, & because I saw unmist [ak] ible signs every where, except 
in So. Ca., of acquiecnce in the compromise, & to give the ad- 
ministration a firm support. Even in So. Ca. it is the politicians 
and not the people that are pushing things to extremities. For 
twelve years I have every winter mingled somewhat with the 
people of that State, & I have never known them as little excited. 
The very small vote recently given for members of their contem- 

38 Edward Stanly and Samuel W. Inge, a representative from Alabama, had a 
bitter quarrel on the floor of the House, which resulted in a challenge by Inge 
and a duel in Maryland, in which neither was injured and which was followed 
by the usual "reconciliation." 
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plated convention is evidence of the correctness of my opinion. 
I confess, however, that the recent conduct of the N. York Leg- 
islature, & the recent riot in Boston, connected with the criminal 
conduct of what may be called the City authorities of that City, 
have given me no little uneasiness. All reflecting Southern men 
concur in the opinion, that our salvation,—the existence of this 
proud Republic,—depends on the execution of the Fugitive Slave 
Law. A very large majority of Whigs and Democrats will un- 
sheath the sword, to uphold the Union, if the compromise laws, 
one & all shall [not] be faithfully executed. I speak of the South. 
But if the Fugitive Slave Law, especially, shall be defyed, or its 
provisions relaxed, we cannot maintain our ground. This Boston 
mob & N. York Sewardism are God sends to the disunionists. I 
think the conduct of the Mayor of Boston, & the City Marshall 
merit the scorn, & ought to have the contempt of every sound con- 
servative. My respectful remembrance to Mr. Webster. Assure 
him that all parties devoted to the Union hold him in kind recol- 
lection. 

I am greatly obliged because of your helping my cousin Erwin 
to an appointment. I hope I am not mistaken in believing that 
all No. Carolinians do not give our friends in the Cabinet or in 
Congress, very much trouble in the way of soliciting office. By 
the by, I wish at a leisure moment you would beg our excellent 
Post Master General to give us a daily line from here to Raleigh. 
I believe there is but one daily stage line in N. Ca., certainly not 
more than two. Looking at the country from Raleigh to Chapel 
Hill, thence to Hillsboro', Greensboro', and Salisbury, & how 
little is done for No. Ca. in this way, I think it but reasonable 
that the matter should be brought to the notice of the P. M. Gen- 
eral. During the construction of our road, it will be a matter of 
high importance to have a daily line. 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill 

Feb. 28th. 1851. 

Your letter of the 19th. was received by Sunday's mail. 
I enclose the testimonials of Dr. Mitchell and Prof. Phillips in 

relation to the qualifications of Mr. Hedrick33 for the Clerkship 
M Benjamin Sherwood Hedrick   (1827-1866), of Rowan   (now Davidson) County, 

who was about to finish, quite brilliantly, his course at the University. Graham 
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within your gift, and concur with them fully in the confident 
opinion they express of him as a scholar and a man. I have con- 
ferred with him upon the subject, and am authorized to intimate 
his willingness to accept the office and enter upon his duties at 
Commencement. If important that he should go on earlier, he 
might be permitted to leave at the close of the Senior examination 
early in May. 

Mr. Hedrick is a native of the County of Davidson. His father, 
Col. Hedrick, a Bricklayer by trade, was introduced to you and 
to me at the Salisbury Convention in June last. He is a demo- 
crat, has seven children, and is worth about $10,000. 

The son is a member of the Presbyterian Church, is anxious to 
devote his life to scientific pursuits, and especially to prepare 
himself for a professorship, and before this prospect was opened 
to him, was making arrangements to accomplish this object. He 
was prepared for College by the Rev. Mr. Rankin, entered Sopho- 
more in 18 months from the time he took up the Latin Gram- 
mar, and from that time to this has been at the head of the Class. 

I intimated to the Faculty and Mr. Hedrick during the last 
session my anxiety to see him devote his life to scientific pursuits, 
with a view, in due time, to a situation as an instructor here. 

#    #    #    #    # 

From Daniel Webster. U. 

Dept. of State, 

Washington, 

March 3rd, 1851. 

There is no doubt that there exists a great deal of evil influence 
in the Navy Yard at Portsmouth N. H. 

Mr. C. W. Cutter, the Navy Agent, is a true man, and an able 
one; he presents himself in meetings holden by Abolitionists and 
Free Soilers, and there he makes battle against Clergy and laity; 

appointed him to a clerkship in the Nautical Alamanac, and after a year, be- 
came professor at the University. He was dismissed in 1856 in the political turmoil 
which followed the publication of a letter of his expressing free-soil views. Wil- 
liam W. Holden, in the Weekly North Carolina Standard, began and led the 
fight against him. Lincoln appointed him to a position in the patent office which 
he held until his death. He actively co-operated with President Johnson and his 
supporters during reconstruction, and was a thorn in the side of Holden. 
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I think him worthy of all confidence, and hope he may have your 
countenance in making all necessary reforms. 

Your truly 

From William A. Kirkland. U. 

U. S. Naval Academy, 

Annapolis, 

March 3rd, 1851. 

I have been attached to the Naval Academy since last July, and, 
as nearly all of the Act. Mid'n, who were at the School before 
October, 1851, have been ordered to Sea; I respectfully request 
that you will order me to one of the Sloops of War now fitting 
out, or at least, that I may be among the next, detached from 
the School. 

There were some of the Act. Mid'n detailed from the Academy, 
who stood much below several of those Gentlemen who were ap- 
pointed in October; but because they were appointed previous 
to October they were detailed from the Academy; and as I en- 
tered the service with the same expectations as themselves, I 
request that I may be considered under the old regulations also. 
My stay at the Academy is rendered extremely unpleasant by the 
number of my demerits, of which, on account of my coming back 
to the School in October and finding the rules so strict, where 
before they had been so lenient, I have a great many. 

I have been induced to make this application and to explain 
my reasons for doing so, from the long friendship which existed 
between yourself and my father. 

Trusting that I have not too far intruded upon your attention, 
and with my respects to your family, I remain, Sir, 

Very respectfully, Your obed't Serv't. 
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From S. P. Lee.™ U. 

Washington, 

March 7th., 1851. 

In conversation a few days since, I solicited other service upon 
the supposition that the attitude I hold in the Coast Survey—the 
consequence of my humble efforts to bring it under the Navy 
Department, may detach me from it. 

It was not my purpose to express a wish to you to be detached, 
but to show a willing readiness to do whatever you desired, lest 
some embarrassment might grow out of a possible inclination in 
another quarter to separate me from Coast Survey duty. So far I 
have, I trust, performed that duty faithfully, and, if continued 
on it, will not be found wanting in the utmost effort to be use- 
ful, but my leading motive will be to promote, so far as I can, 
the interest and credit of the Navy to which I belong. A volun- 
tary relinquishment of the position I occupy on the Coast Survey 
might be construed into an abandonment of the views and the 
hopes I have entertained that, when the subject is fully discussed, 
and understood in Congress, it will result in the adoption of the 
course advocated by you, one so just to the Navy, and honorable 
to yourself. I write this private note simply to say, that it would 
give me the greatest pleasure to rest as I am, or to be removed, 
as it may seem best for the public service. 

To James Graham. U. 

Washington City, 

March 12th, 1851. 

I received your letter a few days since, and would have written 
you more frequently during the Session of Congress, but for my 
expectation that you would visit us in the course of the winter. 

The Session has passed off very well, and although there was 
a long struggle, as [you] will have seen, on the river and harbor 
bill in the Senate, to the jeopardy of the appropriation Bills, the 
matter passed off in good temper. Political acerbity has very much 

34 Samuel Phillips Lee (1812-1897), naval officer, born in Virginia of the famous 
Lee family, who entered the navy in 1825, and became an active and highly 
efficient officer. He remained in the navy in the Civil War, and directed the 
blockade of Virginia and North Carolina, 1862*1865. Neither Welles nor Lincoln 
liked him, and he was finally displaced. 
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abated, and the associations of men have been much more free 
than when I was in Washington formerly. Com. Warrington re- 
marked to me on yesterday, that there had been more entertain- 
ing, during the Session, than he had ever known here. 

You will have seen that the Legislature of New York has failed 
to elect a Senator. Fish35 was the nominee of Whig caucus, and 
gave private assurances to the President, that he would acquiesce 
in the Compromise Measures, but would not come out in a pub- 
lic declaration. The President thought it best to elect him, on 
these assurances, and so the National Whigs were informed by 
Telegraph. But Mr. Beekman,36 an independent man, refused 
to yield his support unless Gov. Fish would give a public pledge, 
and defeated his election. For my part, I approve his course, and 
the President is now satisfied the feud with the Seward men is 
irreconcilable. He never expected any favor or hearty support 
from S. himself, who is personally hostile to him, but he hoped 
to bring over the mass of the party by conciliation. But under 
the name of Whigs, they have a majority in the N. Y. Legislature, 
and have taken all the State patronage from the President's 
friends. It remains for him, therefore, to eject all the U. S. offi- 
cers appointed by Gen'1 Taylor upon Seward's recommendation, 
who had a most disastrous influence over that administration. 
This I hope we shall effect. Hall recommends it, and will go 
through the operation courageously. But some of our other col- 
leagues are beset by their admirers in New York, apprehending 
such a result, and action is delayed. Both Weed and Seward are 
impudent, and nothing but chastising with a bold hand will 
check them; Both of the old parties are utterly broken in New 
York, but as the Democrats have great powers of cohesion, as 
shewn in their recent coalition with the free soilers of Mass. they 
may get advantage from it. Rantoul came and took his seat in the 
Senate for ten days, thus ratifying the infamous bargain with the 
freesoilers. And the Legislature of Mass. will vote again in a few 
days for the long term, though it is now hoped there will be no 
election. Thus Mass., N. Y. & Ohio, are each represented by one 
Senator. You have seen that the President convened the Senate 
on the 4th. March, owing to their failure to act on Executive 

^Hamilton Fish (1808-1893), of New York, lawyer and politician, a graduate 
of Columbia, Whig Member of Congress, 1843-1845, United States Senator, 1851- 
1857, Secretary of State, 1869-1877, member of the joint high commission on the 
Alabama claims, 1871. 

36 Presumably James William Beekman (1815-1877), of New York, a lawyer who 
did not practice, writer and traveller, a graduate of Columbia, and at this time 
state Senator. 
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business, and they are still sitting. Nothing strikes me more 
forcibly here, than the decline in the Senate in the last eight years. 

Susan presented me with a daughter37 on Sunday morning 
last, and is doing tolerably well herself; the young lady is a fine, 
hearty child, and will bear her Mother's name. Mrs. Washington 
has been with us about a fortnight, having come on from New 
Bern. Miss Laura Washington was with us for two months, from 
1st. Jan'y and participated much in the gaiety of the City. Waddy 
Thompson, who has married the daughter of John D. Jones of 
Wilmington, has been at the National with his wife and her sis- 
ter all winter. The ladies at that house, had a regular ball once 
a week during the season. 

4Cf JL 0*. 4fe db 
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I took a violent cold by sitting up all night at the Capitol, the 
last night of the Session, and have been confined to my house for 
several days, but have sent each day for my Chief Clerk, and kept 
up the business, and hope to return to the Department tomorrow. 

I have sent Col. Wm. Long of Halifax as Naval Storekeeper to 
Spezzia, Italy, for the squadron in the Mediterranean, and a son 
of Hines of Raleigh as Storekeeper at San Francisco—also pro- 
cured a Clerkship in the Treasury for Mr. Piggott, a member of 
Assembly from Carteret. 

I don't like the manner in which the patronage of the State 
Department is disposed of. It is given quite too much to the 
North, and to the admirers of the Sec'y. I had hoped to get the 
Consulship at Havanna for Waddell, but by a system of impor- 
tunity and influence it has been given to Georgia. I find, however, 
that altho' Waddell was recommended by all the Whig members 
at the two last Sessions of the Legislature, and pressed after a 
fashion by the Senators, he was not sustained by the members of 
the house except Shepperd, who interposed at my instance, and 
somebody had taken occasion to inform the department that his 
location in the State was unfortunate, residing in Orange, etc. 

I notice your remark respecting West Point, and regret that 
it did not occur to me earlier. Professor Phillips of Chapel Hill 
has long wanted to go there in the character of a visiter, for the 
purpose [of] examining the system of instruction, with a view 
to improvement in his own department, and I have been applied 
to by several of his friends to recommend him. Although I have 
given them no promise, I have recommended him to Conrad, who 

87 Susan Washington  Graham   (1851-1909), Graham's  first daughter and  eighth 
child, later Mrs. Walter Clark. 
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I suppose will appoint him, though I will see what he has done 
and write you. 

I hope to go home some time in the Spring for a few days, and 
will probably visit the Northern Navy Yards in the summer. 

#    #    #    #    # 

Your Affectionate  Brother 

From William J. Bingham?* A. 

Bethmont P. O., 

Orange, N. C, 

March 13th, 1851. 

Accept my thanks, my dear Sir, tardy tho' they be, for your 
favor of Oct. last, as also for the seeds from the Patent Office this 
day received. It was not for want of inclination that I did not 
answer yours of Oct. /'50. Indeed I wrote a very long letter im- 
mediately on my return from Guilford Court, and did not send 
it only because 'on second thought' I considered it unreasonable 
to impose such a tax on your time and eyes, pressed as you then 
were with engrossing official duties. 

I am the more pleased to receive the "Italian Rye, or Ray, 
Grass" because having got a parcel from the Patent Office last fall, 
as also a gallon (or two) from Thorburn, N. Y. and sowed a por- 
tion in the garden & the remainder with wheat, it either failed 
to germinate, or was killed by the frost. This grass I have long 
been anxious to try, as also the Chilian clover. The latter I appre- 
hended might be identical with Lucerne; wrote to the Ed. Albany 
Cultivator on the subject; learned that it is distinct, but could 
get no seed from him, nor learn when or how to get any. Presume 
the Patent Office is the only chance. 

Things in this region are very much after the old fashion, ex- 
cept on the creeks and rivers, where you will have learned from 
the papers there has been a very unusual floating off of bridges. 
Haw River, it is said, has not been so high since the famed "Au- 
gust fresh." 

As far as my very limited knowledge extends there is a growing 
satisfaction with the President and his Cabinet. I can speak only 

38 William James Bingham (1802-1866), of Orange, one of the famous North 
Carolina family of classical teachers, a graduate of the University, Whig in 
politics, a quiet opponent of slavery who was greatly interested in the work of 
the American Colonization Society. 
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for my own neighborhood, & not for the whole of that, as I seldom 
hear much political conversation even among the Whigs, and 
none at all in the other party. We would be well pleased for the 
Government to be administered by the same hands another four 
years. 

From T. Loring.59 U. 

Wilmington, N. C., 

March 13th., 1851. 

I do not address you in your official capacity, & I feel that I 
ought to apologise for addressing you at all, in a matter personal 
to myself entirely, but I have no hope of redress in any other 
course, & presume, therefore, to ask your friendly aid, so far as 
you may think it proper to do so, in justice & propriety. 

My business is with the Treasury Department, but the gentle- 
man at the head of it knows nothing of me—hence my excuse for 
troubling you. 

Mr. Talcott Burr, jr.,40 who holds the office of Deputy Collector 
here, has issued Proposals for printing a paper here that come in 
conflict with mine—so much so, that one or the other must fall. 
He is a young man, has a profession, & other means of doing well. 
His success would be the means of scattering the earnings of my 
whole life to the winds,—now at the age of 61. 

I do not expect the interference of Government in my behalf 
in any private enterprise, but I do ask that its patronage may not 
be brought to bear against me, in the shape of a salaried officer, 
whose brother is Postmaster; thus having the influence of Custom 
House and Post Office to operate against me. That influence has 
already caused the Collector to advertise, for two months, the 
placing of the buoys in the river, in the Chronicle, a weekly paper, 
with a much smaller circulation than mine, and no information 
was given to me, in any shape, for the Commercial, which is the 
only commercial paper in the town, properly speaking, and is 

89 Thomas Loring was editor of the People's Press and Wilmington Advertiser, 
but moved to Raleigh and bought the Standard, which became an influential 
newspaper. He broke with the Democratic party, sold the Weekly North Carolina 
Standard, and, returning  to Wilmington,  established  the   Commercial. 

40 Talcott Burr, Jr. (d. 1858), a lawyer and custom-house employee, bought 
the Wilmington Chronicle and renamed it the Wilmington Herald. He was 
clever, full of imagination, and possessed a gift of words. 
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taken by mercantile men in most of the principal cities of the 
Union. 

This admonishes me of what I may expect, if Mr. Burr con- 
tinues to hold his place in the Custom House, while he conducts 
a paper. If advertisements are sent to the Editor of the Chronicle, 
because he is the cousin of the Deputy Collector, and mine neg- 
lected to the detriment of the public interest; I may not look for 
justice, if the plans of the parties are matured. 

I believe you know that I did my best in my feeble way, to pro- 
mote the election of Gen. Taylor. I have, with unwavering zeal, 
vindicated the patriotism and policy of Mr. Fillmore & his Cabi- 
net, and expect to do so. This support, if of any use at all, will 
not be the less efficient on account of my States Rights predelic- 
tions. 

I am sure the Department will not permit a tried friend to be 
injured by its officers, for the sake of one, whose only claim to 
public favor is a desire to live without labor. I would not be un- 
derstood as intending to impeach the character of Mr. Burr, in 
any way; it deservedly stands fair. 

I do not ask that any influence be exerted to secure to me the 
printing of blanks, or any other work of the Custom House here, 
or the Post Office. But I do respectfully request that a salaried 
officer may not be permitted to hold his place, and at the same 
time, war against my interest as Editor—and also that the Com- 
mercial may be regarded in its true character, as the proper ve- 
hicle for all matters pertaining to Commerce and Trade. 

I take the liberty of sending a Commercial to your address, 
that it may be seen that it is of the character I mention. I also 
inclose a copy of Mr. Burr's Prospectus, in the paper. 

From Millard Fillmore. A. 

Saturday. 

March   15th.   1851. 

The President at the request of Mr. Corwin, has the honor to 
enclose an appointment ad interim of Mr. Graham as acting Sec- 
retary of the Treasury,—Mr. Corwin says there will be business 
of importance early on Monday. 
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{Enclosure.'] 

From Millard Fillmore. 

Washington 

March 15 th. 1851. 

The Secretary of the Treasury being sick and unable to attend 
to the duties of his office, I hereby appoint William A. Graham, 
acting Secretary ad interim during the illness of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

From William E. Pell.41 U. 

Middleton, 

Hyde County, 

North Carolina, 

March 21st., 1851. 

Perhaps you will feel some surprise at receiving a communica- 
tion from me from this region, if you do not feel so, at the 
reception of one from any quarter from me, inasmuch as I can- 
not claim to have been honored with a place in the list of your 
correspondents. You will not fail, however, to recognize in my 
signature, the name of an ardent friend and supporter of yours 
in the Gubernatorial canvasses of this State. But once, I believe, 
have I had the pleasure of a personal interview with you, which 
took place at the residence of our mutual friend, James W. Bryan, 
Esqr., in Newbern, during your last canvass; but you have few 
friends, I apprehend, who have watched with more pleasure your 
success in public life than myself, not because we claim connec- 
tion with the same party, but because of the assurance I have, 
that you are among the few, either in or out of our State, who, in 
my estimation, really deserve it. I beg that you will not charge this 
last remark to any sinister motive, or to an attempt to use flatter- 
ing language. Flattery, I know you despise, and it is a stranger 

41 William Edward Pell (1811-1870), Methodist minister, teacher, and editor. 
Most of his life was spent in the active ministry, or in teaching. He was editor 
for a time of the Christian Advocate, and in 1864 began to write for the Raleigh 
Daily Conservative which was edited by John D. Hyman and later by Marmaduke S. 
Robins. In 1865 he became editor of the Raleigh Sentinel, which was an active 
force in opposing Radical Reconstruction. Seaton Gales and Josiah Turner, Jr., 
were both at various times associated with him. 
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to my life; but I have merely given utterance to a sentiment I 
have long entertained, and still honestly cherish. 

More than twelve months ago, I left Old Newbern, and came 
to this place. Circumstances having rendered it necessary some 
years ago for me to retire from the active duties of an itinerant 
Methodist minister, and, by consequence, becoming a Local Min- 
ister in that Church, I was led, (in casting about to find some 
useful employment) after I determined to leave Newbern, to 
come here to take charge of an Academy. Among my students is 
a lad, who, though not very far advanced in the various branches 
of an education, possesses nevertheless, those qualities of mind 
and body, requisite to make a scholar, and a useful and perhaps 
a valuable citizen of his country. Ah! say you, I thought this long 
prologue was leading to some requisition upon me. Well Sir, you 
must not forget that I am a preacher, and preachers generally 
must have an introduction to the text. 

The object of this communication, to come to the point, then, 
is this: This young man is anxious to become a Midshipman in 
the Navy. His name is Charles H. Blackwell, son of Josiah V. 
Blackwell, Esq., of this place, and a near connection of John 
Blackwell, Esq., of Newbern. He is now 17 years of age, of firm 
constitution, well grown, & has a mind capable of considerable 
improvement. I think, under the discipline of our Navy, he would 
make a fine officer, and become an honor to it. He has a fondness 
for the sea, and his parents have consented to his entering the 
Navy, if a situation can be obtained for him. 

I am unacquainted with the conditions or the qualifications 
required for a Midshipman's berth, nor am I informed of the 
steps necessary to be taken to secure him the place. We might 
have obtained the necessary information from Hon. Edw'd Stan- 
ly, who, I have no doubt, would very readily lend his aid towards 
securing the young man the place; but as Mr. Blackwell wished 
me to obtain the requisite information as to the manner of pro- 
ceeding in the case, I preferred writing to you. I flatter myself 
that you will be ready to inform me at your earliest convenience, 
whether there is any prospect of obtaining a Midshipman's berth 
for the young man, within any reasonable time, and, if there be 
a prospect, what qualifications as to education, etc., are required. 

Your early attention will confer a favor on me which I shall 
not fail to remember. 
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From Millard Fillmore. A. 

Since making the appointment with the Secy, of the Navy for 
to-day, the President has accepted an invitation from Genl. Scott 
to visit Mt. Vernon; and if agreeable would be pleased to see the 
Secretary on the business spoken of, to-morrow at half past 12 
O'clock. 
March 21. 1851. 

To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Washington City, 

March 24th, 1851. 

Mr. Hedrick, whom you recommended, seems to be a very 
suitable person for the appointment I desired to fill, and I have 
had much satisfaction in transmitting to him a Commission, re- 
quiring him to report himself to Lieut. Davis,42 at Cambridge, 
as early as practicable, after the 1st. day of June next. Mr. Davis 
is one of the first Astronomers of our Country, and I have reason 
to believe, will afford every facility in his power for the improve- 
ment of any subordinate assigned him by the Head of the depart- 
ment. 

I had on yesterday, a conversation with the Secretary of War, 
in which he agreed to appoint Professor Phillips a member of the 
Board of visiters to superintend the examination at the Military 
Academy in June. I fear it may disappoint some of our political 
friends, but it is so eminently a fit selection, that I could not hesi- 
tate to insist on it. 

I shall have a similar Board to constitute, for the examination 
at the Naval Academy, Annapolis, on the 1st. of Oct. 

The elements of discord have not entirely subsided either at 
the North or South. The Boston rescuers are about to be put 
upon trial, and no doubt is entertained of a conviction. You will 
read the charge of Judge Sprague at the opening of the district 
Court there, I am sure, with great admiration. 

^Charles Henry Davis (1807-1877), of Massachusetts, a graduate of Harvard, 
who entered the navy in 1824 and became recognized as a distinguished scientist. 
He served in the coast survey, and on many boards and commissions. He was 
superintendent of the naval observatory, and was an author of importance. 
During the Civil War he was largely responsible for naval strategy. He organized 
the Port Royal expedition, and later served on the Mississippi River. 
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Gen'l Hamilton, who is here, thinks that South Carolina will 
not attempt secession, and that all her delegates in Congress are, 
at least, at heart, conservative, except Rhett. 

#    #    #    #    # 

Your nephew, Mr. Siler, is still here, and I think will receive 
the appointment he desires to take the census of the Cherokees 
in N. C. 

From John A. Gilmer. U. 

Greensboro', 

March 25th., 1851. 

I notice in the Raleigh papers, mention made, that among the 
Indian appropriations, there is an item of $1000., to pay the salary 
and expenses of a special agent to settle some claims of the North 
Carolina Indians, etc., etc. 

My friend, C. H. Wiley, who is writing a Gazetteer of the State, 
would be glad to visit Western N. C. this summer, and could dis- 
charge the duties of this Agency, and at the same time get the in- 
formation, and make the observations desired, before completing 
his Book. I do not know certainly that any such appropriation, 
etc., has been made, but if it has, and you could have Mr. Wiley 
so favorably noticed as to obtain for him the appointment, his 
friends would feel under many obligations. 

It is useless to say anything to you about the qualifications and 
fitness of Mr. Wiley for any such duty. His standing and reputa- 
tion in the State would, I conceive, make his selection entirely 
satisfactory. 

The many friends made by Mr. Wiley, as a member of the last 
General Assembly, would enable him to present testimonials of 
the highest character, if such things are deemed necessary, or are 
required. 

If in your power to say a word for him in this matter, I feel 
assured that your acquaintance with him as a Scholar, and with 
his efficient business qualities, as well as your friendly disposition 
towards him, will secure for him your aid and influence. 

Pardon me for saying that I feel an interest in this matter, and 
am satisfied that many prominent men in the State, if they knew 
of Mr. Wiley's desire, would take an interest equally great in the 
success of this application. 
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From William J. Bingham, U. 

Bethmont P. O., 

Orange, 

North Carolina. 

March 25th., 1851. 

Accept my sincere thanks, & do me the favour to tender the 
same most cordially to Mr. Eubank, for the long list of seeds- 
garden and field—received from him by the last mail. I don't 
know to which I am most indebted, but feel greatly obliged to 
you both. The long sought Chilian Clover seed I am especially 
gratified to get, and shall plant and cultivate with assiduous care. 
The Spring Wheat, as also Lieutenant Hunter's oats, I sowed 
this morning; but apprehend it is rather too late for the former 
to do its best. 

It is my purpose to sow and cultivate with care, every kind of 
seed sent, entering dates, etc. in my Mem. book, adding in due 
time the results, with the hope thereby of rendering some service 
to the horticultural & agricultural interests of our country. 

May I ask the sentiments of the good people of Washington in 
regard to the probable course of South Carolina? Is there any 
prospect of saving the silly pride of her little great men, and giv- 
ing them a chance of righting the ship of State, without an imagi- 
nary sacrifice of honour? 

From C. W. Rockwell43 to Thomas Corwin. U. 

(Copy.) 

Treasury Department, 

Office of Commissioner of 

Customs, 

March 29th., 1851. 

I have received from you a letter, addressed by Mr. George 
Davis44 to the Hon. Wm. A. Graham, Secretary of the Navy, 

48 C. W. Rockwell was commissioner of customs in the treasury department. 
** George Davis (1820-1896), of Wilmington, a brilliant lawyer, writer, and 

orator. A graduate of the University, he never held public office until he was 
sent as a delegate to the Peace Conference in  1861. He was a delegate to the 
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dated Wilmington, N. C, 24th. inst., in regard to the employment 
of slaves as boatmen in the revenue service. 

Mr. Davis evidently writes under the belief that slaves are both 
extensively, and necessarily employed in the public service, and 
that the directions recently given to the Collector of Customs at 
Wilmington, will operate against the public interest. The im- 
portance attached by the Collector and his friends to this subject 
will, I trust, excuse my stating somewhat particularly its relations. 

First, Slaves are not permitted to be employed in the Naval 
service, either as seamen, mechanics, or laborers, without the ex- 
press written permission of the Secretary of the Navy, and this 
permission is rarely asked, if at all, and at the present time is not 
granted. 

The printed Navy regulations, sanctioned by Congress, direct 
that "no slaves or negroes are to be employed in the Navy yards 
of the United States, without the express orders of the Secretary 
of the Navy." 

In September, 1839, circular instructions were issued to Com- 
mandants of the Navy Yards that "frequent complaints having 
been made of the number of blacks and other colored persons 
entered at some of the recruiting stations and the consequent un- 
der proportion of white persons transferred to sea going vessels, 
it is deemed proper to call your attention to the subject, and to 
request that you will direct the recruiting officer at the Station 
under your command, in future, not to enter a greater proportion 
of colored persons than five per cent of the whole number of white 
persons entered by him weekly or monthly, and in no instance 
and under no circumstances whatever, to enter a slave." 

In the 4th. Section of the Act, 3rd. May, 1802, it is provided 
that no other than a free white person shall be employed in "car- 
rying the mail of the United States on any of the post roads, 
either as a post rider, or a driver of a carriage carrying the mail." 

The authority for the employment of revenue boats and boat- 
men, is contained in the 101 Sec. of the Act of 2nd. March, 1799, 
and the powers and duties of boatmen in the revenue service are 
prescribed in the 102 Section of the same Act. Upon reference 
thereto it will be found that the most important of these duties 
is the detection of frauds upon the revenue, and the Seizure of 
Vessels and Merchandise under suspicious circumstances, and in 
the discharge of these duties it is lawful for the Captain, Master, 

Confederate Provisional Congress, 1861-1862, Senator, 1862-1864, attorney general, 
1864-1865. Arrested in Key West after the fall of Richmond, he was imprisoned 
for some time in Fort Hamilton. 
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or other person having command of such boat to fire at or into 
such vessel, and such Captain, Master, or other person, and all 
persons acting by, or under, his direction, shall be indemnified 
from any penalties, or actions for damage for so doing, and if any 
person shall be killed or wounded by such firing, and the Captain, 
Master, or other person aforesaid shall be prosecuted or arrested 
therefor, such Captain, Master, or other person, shall be forth- 
with admitted to bail." 

It certainly could not have been intended that such duties and 
powers should devolve upon the class of persons referred to. 

The act of 3rd. March, 1813., 1st. Sec. provides, "that it shall 
not be lawful to employ on board any of the public or private 
vessels of the United States, any person, or persons, except citizens 
of the United States, or persons of color, natives of the United 
States." 

It was decided by the Treasury Department in October, 1798, 
that slaves were not to be classed as seamen in contemplation of 
law, and that consequently, they were not subject to the Marine 
Hospital tax of 20c. per month, nor entitled to the benefits of 
the fund for sick and disabled seamen, and such has been the con- 
struction from that time to the present. 

The 15th. Section of the Act of 7th. May, 1822, provides, "that 
no account for the compensation for services of any clerk or other 
person employed in any duties in relation to the collection of the 
revenue, shall be allowed, until such clerk, or other person, shall 
have certified on oath or affirmation that the same services have 
been performed that he has received the full sum therein charged 
to his own use, and benefit, etc." 

The most recent Treasury instructions relating to this subject 
are dated July 1st., 1849., and contain the following directions, 
"none other than able seamen and boys will be employed in the 
Cutter service," and I consider that inasmuch as similar duties 
and powers are by law, devolved upon the Master and men at- 
tached to revenue Cutters, the rule is alike applicable. 

In addition to this aspect of the case, I would add, that Mr. 
Rankin, the Collector at Wilmington, is the only Collector that 
I am aware of who deems it proper that slaves should be employed 
in the revenue Service. They are thus employed in but one other 
District, and after much consultation with Southern gentlemen, 
I have not heard one word in favor of the practice. 

In a letter to the Department explaining the necessity of a 
revenue boat, he writes:—"In obedience to your call for such 
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statements as will explain the importance of this branch of ex- 
penditure, I have to state that I consider it important upon the 
principle that it is better and easier to prevent, than to detect 
and punish frauds upon the Revenue." 

"Wilmington is situated 32 miles from the main Bar, and 22 
miles from New Inlet Bar, with a number of bays and Creeks af- 
fording facilities for landing and transporting goods to a market 
without the payment of duties, the boarding Officer being sta- 
tioned at Smithville, a small town between the bars, is always 
ready to board vessels on their entrance, examine them, certify 
manifest, and perform the duties devolved on him by law, and 
this cannot be done advantageously without a boat & crew is 
placed at his service." 

I have had occasion to investigate several cases where slaves 
were employed as boatmen, and in every one of them, they were 
either field or house servants, to officers of the customs, or their 
friends. 

Irrespective of the provisions of law, and the decisions of the 
Treasury Department, and without imputing any impropriety 
of conduct or motive to any one who has heretofore furnished 
slaves as boatmen in the revenue service, I am of the opinion, as 
expressed in the circular letter of the Secretary of the Navy of 
30th. March, 1839, "that the practice is liable to strong objections 
from its tendency to excite suspicions and insinuations against the 
officers furnishing or employing them, and consequently to injure 
the general character of the service." 

The immediate occasion of the order complained of was, that 
one account rendered by Mr. Rankin for payment to revenue 
boatmen was not receipted at all—it was suspended, and when 
returned, it appeared that the boatmen were slaves, and the re- 
ceipts were signed by John Brown, for the services of George 
Brown, and Joseph Brown, and by Wm. M. Potter for the serv- 
ices of Richard Rutland, without any evidence of their authority 
or interest. 

The Act of 7th. May, 1822, requiring that no account should 
be allowed without a certificate under oath that the services had 
been performed, etc., it appeared to me that the impropriety of 
the employment of slaves in any capacity that required such veri- 
fication of an account, was apparent, and that without entering 
upon a full explanation of all the reasons therefor, it was proper 
that the practice should be changed. 
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From St. George's Society. U. 

Secretary's Office, 

114 Fulton St., 

New York, 

April 5th., 1851. 
Hon'd Sir 

Enclosed is a Ticket of Invitation from the St. George's Society 
of New york, requesting you to honor them with your Company 
to dinner at their Anniversary on the 23rd. Inst. 

And to meet Sir H. L. Bulwer45 and other distinguished indi- 
viduals, they accordingly beg the favor from you of an early and 
favorable reply. 

From James Graham. U. 

South Point, 

April 6th., 1851. 
Dear Brother 

I received your letter informing me you had a daughter added 
to your family. I hope you have recovered your health, and you 
should be careful of it in the Washington climate, and habits, for 
neither are favorable to good health.... I presume you have heard 
of the strange absence of Col. Andrew Motz,46 of Lincolnton. It 
is supposed he was crossing the Bridge on foot, at Mike Rein- 
hart's old Mill, on a dark and rainy and stormy night, with an 
umbrella hoisted, and a large Cloak on, when a sudden dash of 
wind blew him off the Bridge into the Creek, which was very 
high. His umbrella and cloak were found near Hoke's Bridge, 
on the flooded low grounds of the south fork, but his body has 
never been found. 

I have heard nothing yet of who are to be candidates for Con- 
gress in N. C. I learn Debery47 and Stanly decline. As the Courts 
go on, I take it, they will be agreed on, & announced. If suitable 
and popular men are not up to sustain the Whig Flag, it will be 

46 Sir Henry Lytton Bulwer   (1801-1872), diplomat,  author,  and minister from 
Great Britain. 

46 Andrew  Motz   (1817-1851),  a  manufacturer  and  a prominent  and  respected 
citizen of Lincolnton. 

47 DeBerry. 
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defeated in this State. The Whigs must have a new and better 
paper published at Raleigh, and they ought to hold and submit 
to, District Conventions, to settle the claims of aspirants. 

The President should take the most efficient means to enforce 
the fugitive slave law. The Military should be in readiness to 
back and maintain the civil authority; but the best way is to in- 
struct the Marshalls to take and keep an armed guard with them, 
of resolute men, and if they are assailed, to kill forthwith the 
assailants. If one or two examples were made of those who resist 
the law, we should have no more trouble in the law being fully 
& promptly executed. No Marshall should be permitted to excuse 
himself for an escape by saying he did not expect an attempt at 
rescue. On the contrary, in the present excited state of public 
opinion, he should always expect an attempt at Rescue, and he 
should be fully prepared for it, and promptly punish, with death 
if necessary, those who should endeavour to rescue his prisoner. 

Jessee B. Sloan,48 who represented Rutherford last year in the 
Legislature, I think would be a suitable person or Agent to re- 
move the Cherokee Indians in N. C. to the West, as I believe 
Congress has authorized their removal. The Indians would have 
removed long since, but for the improper interference of that 
cunning little Rascal, Billy Thomas.49 

I am still without an Overseer at either Place. I work my hands 
all together, first at one place, then at the other. I find my labors 
are somewhat onerous, but I can have more work done, and done 
better, than any overseer I have ever had; still, I am trying to get 
one. 

The small Pox has left Charlotte, and business begins to revive 
there. 

... If I can employ two good overseers, I wish to travel the 
aproaching Summer, either to Europe or the North. I have rusti- 
cated a good while, and would like to go out and see the world 
for a season. 

Give my Respects to Sister Susan, and your family, also to 
President Fillmore, Crittenden, Corwin, & Conrad. 

Your affectionate brother. 

48 Jesse B. Sloan, of Rutherford County, justice of the peace and coroner. 
49 William H. Thomas, of Haywood County. 
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From Daniel Webster. U. 

New York, 

April 6th., 1851. 

If I meet the People of Boston, as I may, I wish to present a 
view of what has been done, in several of the States, in favor of 
the Compromise measures. If I remember, the Legislature of 
N. C. adjourned, doing nothing; but I do not feel quite sure. A 
large meeting of the Whigs and Union Democrats, I think, ap- 
proved the measures last fall. 

I would be obliged to you for information on these points, as 
far as you possess it. The Legislature of Ten: has not met, & Ken- 
tucky, I believe, has approved, tho' I hardly recollect how that 
is. Mr. Crittenden can say. We all know how Va., and Maryland 
have spoken. 

Yrs always, truly, 

From California Whigs. U. 

San Jose, [Calif.] 

April 7th., 1851. 

Sir—It has been deemed in the highest degree advisable, that 
early and systematic measures should be instituted for the 
thorough organization of the Whig Party of the State of Cali- 
fornia, and it has been judged appropriate that the initiative in 
those measures should be taken at the Capitol of the State, and 
by the Whig members of the State Legislature. 

Accordingly, meetings of Whigs of the Senate and of the House 
of Assembly, together with such others in this City as were known 
to be true to our principles and cause, were holden on the 18th. 
and 20th. of March last past, the following notice of which has 
been generally published in the Whig newspapers of the State. 

San Jose, March 18, 1851. 

At a meeting of the Whig members of the Legislature, together 
with the Whigs of San Jose, held in the said city, the Hon. Abel 
Stearns was called to the chair, and Geo. O. McMullin appointed 
Secretary. 
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Mr. Douglass having stated the object of the meeting, moved 
that a committee be appointed to draft resolutions to be submit- 
ted to the next meeting, relative to holding a Convention. Agreed 
to. 

On motion, Messrs. Heydenfeldt, Moore, Cook, Little of El 
Dorado, and Stafford of Calevaras, were appointed said Commit- 
tee. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned to meet again on Thursday 
evening next. 

San Jose, March 20th, 1851. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the meeting assembled to hear the 
report of the committee appointed to draft resolutions. 

Mr. Heydenfeldt, chairman of the committee appointed to 
draft resolutions, submitted the following:— 

Resolved, that this meeting respectfully recommend to the 
Whig party of the State, the propriety of holding a State Con- 
vention at San Francisco, on the 4th. of May, next, and earnestly 
request that delegates to the same be elected by every County in 
the State. 

Resolved, That the apportionment of representation in said 
Convention shall be the same as that allotted to each County of 
the State in the Assembly, as may be fixed by law during the 
present session of the Legislature. Adopted. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Whig papers of this State be 
requested to publish the proceedings of this meeting. Adopted. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned sine die. 

Geo. O. McMullin, Secretary. 
Abel Stearns,  President. 

A subsequent meeting was called on the 4th. inst., the minutes 
of which are as follows: 

At a meeting of the Whigs, consisting of members of both 
Houses of the Legislature, and of others resident, or incidentally 
in the City, assembled in San Jose, on Friday evening, April 4th., 
A. D. 1851, Hon. Daniel J. Lisle, of Sacramento Co., was called 
to the chair, and Geo. W. Crane, Esq., of Santa Clara Co., ap- 
pointed Secretary. Hon. E. Heydenfeldt having stated the object 
of the meeting to be to nominate and elect a Whig State Corre- 
sponding Committee, to be composed of Whigs in each County 
of the State, on motion the meeting proceeded to select the fol- 
lowing gentlemen. 
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STATE WHIG CORRESPONDING COMMITTEE. 

San Francisco County.—Gen. John Wilson, Gen. James Wilson, 
Hon. E. Heydenfeldt, Hon. J. D. Carr, Hon. I. N. Thorne, Col. 
R. N. Wood, P. A. Brinsmade, Esq., Alex'r G. Abell, Esq., F. C. 
Gray, Esq., Joseph Clement, Esq. 

Butte County.—A. H. Stout, Esq., Geo. A. Smith, Esq., J. E. Wy- 
man, Esq. 

Calevaras County.—-E. D. Walker, Esq., Thaddeus P. Sears, Esq., 
Wm. S. Duncan, Esq., S. G. Hand, Esq., Thos. Lee, Esq., Da- 
vid F. Shall, Esq. 

Colusi County.—Col. Charles Semple, A. A. Hicks, Esq. 
Contra Costa County.—Wm. M. Smith, Esq. 
El Dorado County.—Jno. T. Little, Esq., Jno. Brown, Esq., Wm. 

Robinson, Esq. 
Klamath County.—W. W. Hawkes, Esq., Edward P. Fletcher, Esq., 

R. A. Parker, Esq., Jas. P. Cogswell, Esq., B. W. Bullit, Esq. 
Los Angeles County.—Hon. Abel Stearns,  Don Andreas  Pico, 

D. W. Alexander. 
Mariposa County.—James Birney, Esq., Col. Henry Sorrey, Ir- 

ving H. McBride, Esq., Col. C. N. Ormsby, Dr. A. C. Burnell. 
Marin County.— 
Monterey County.—Hon. S. E. Woodworth, J. H. Gleason, Esq. 
Mendocino County.— 
Napa County.—H. H. Lawrence, Esq., Edw. McGarry, Esq. 
Nevada County.—Alex'r Mclntyre, Esq., F. C. Kirtley, Esq. 
Placer County.—J. J. P. Catlin, Esq., H. H. House, Esq. 
Sacramento County.—Hon. Daniel J. Lisle, Col. J. Neely Johnson, 

Col. E. J. C. Kewen, Col. P. L. Edwards, R. N. Berry, Esq., Dr. 
Jno. F. Morse, Dr. C. B. Zabriskie. 

Sonoma County.—Hon. M. G. Vallejo. 
Solano County.—Col. Wm. M. Steuart. 
Sutter County.—Wm. B. Olds, Esq., Dr. G. W. Lawrence. 
Shasta County.—Hon. A. G. McCandless, Major P. B. Reading. 
Santa Clara County.—Hon. Thomas Bodley, J. D. Hoppe, Esq., 

Geo. W. Crane, Esq., Dr. L. H. Bascom. 
Santa Barbara County.—Hon. Pablo De La Guerra, Hon. Henry 

Carnes. 
Santa Cruz County.—Alex'r McLean, Esq., Judge Blackburn. 
San Diego County.—Hon. Jno. Cook, Wm. C. Ferrell, Esq., Ira W. 

Birds, Esq. 
San Joaquin County.—Hon. W. C. McDougal, J. S. Robb, Esq., 

H. A. Crabb, Esq., Jno. Owens, Esq., Samuel Langdon, Esq. 
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San Louis Obispo County.—Dr. Charles J. Freeman. 
Tuolumne County.—Hon. D. P. Baldwin, A. A. Tuttle, Esq., Geo. 

Work, Esq., Judge Martin, John H. Hoddington, Esq. 
Trinity County.—Hon. H. P. Osgood, Geo. O. McMullin, Esq., 

Jno. A. Lyle, Esq., C. S. Ricks, Esq. 
Yuba County—H. P. Watkins, Esq., O. P. Stidger, Esq., James 

Cushing, Esq., W. R. Sherwood, Esq., Wm. Spear, Esq., J. O. 
Goodwin, Esq. 

Yolo County.—Judge P. A. Marquam, Judge Henry Critcher, J. N. 
Hoag, Esq., J. C. Davis, Esq. 
On motion, Messrs. Crane, Carr, and Hoppe were appointed 

to draft a Circular Address, to be signed by the Chairman and 
Secretary of this meeting, and a copy forwarded to each member 
of the Corresponding Committee. 

On motion, Resolved, That the communications for the Com- 
mittee be addressed to A. C. Campbell, at San Jose, until the close 
of the present Legislature, and after-wards to P. A. Brinsmade, 
Esq., at San Francisco, until the meeting of the State Whig Con- 
vention. 

On motion, the Whig papers of the State were requested to 
publish the proceedings of this meeting, together with the list of 
names of the Corresponding Committee. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned. 

Geo. W. Crane, Secretary. 

D. L. Lisle, Chairman. 

This circumstantial statement is made to show you the origin 
and progress of the movement that has been instituted for the 
most perfect organization possible of the Whig Party, previously 
to the elections, which are to come off next autumn. 

The gentlemen composing the meetings could conceive no 
more expeditious or certain method of exciting the attention of 
their political brethren throughout the State, than by associating, 
on a Committee of Correspondence, the names of such as were 
known or recommended to them, and of appealing to them in re- 
spectful terms of invitation to unite in an effort, which they are 
persuaded the political condition and responsibilities of the State 
imperatively call for. 

It is hoped and believed that the invitation will be promptly 
and heartily responded to by every Whig within the sphere of 
acquaintanceship and influence of each member of the Corre- 
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sponding Committee, and that no unnecessary delay will be al- 
lowed to occur in the call of meetings in each County of the State, 
for the purpose of electing delegates to the State Convention pro- 
posed to be holden, and for the needful arrangements for secur- 
ing a perfect unity of action in every County, City, Town and 
Precinct throughout the State. 

The fidelity to the principles and interests of the Party, and 
the zeal to promote them, which may be manifested on this first 
attempt to convoke a full representation of the Party, will be like- 
ly to establish their character for efficiency and strength before 
the State and the Country. Union, activity and vigilance will be 
certain to give a complete and permanent ascendancy to the prin- 
ciples and measures of the Party in their application to the State, 
and command for them here the respect which has been shown 
to them everywhere, under the illustration afforded by the pres- 
ent brilliant Administration of the General Government at Wash- 
ington. 

Geo. W. Crane, Secretary. 
Daniel J. Lisle, Chairman. 

From James F. Graham. U. 

Trinidad City, 

California, 

April 7th, 1851. 
My Dear Uncle 

I have just heard of the passage of a Bill by Congress to estab- 
lish a Branch Mint in San Francisco. I would be under many 
obligations, Sir, If you would use your Influence in procuring for 
me the office of Clerkship—as I see that is one of the appointments 
to be made by the President. Even an assistant to Chief Clerk 
would be very advantageous to me. 

I would have written you some time ago, but had but little 
opportunity to write in the mountains, where I have been partly 
wintering. I am at present Engaged in the packing business with 
Mr. Franklin Grist, of St. Louis. We pack from Trinidad Bay to 
the Klamath River. My health is not very good at present, owing 
to exposure and hardships that I have undergone for some months 
past. I Expect to return to San Francisco in the course of two 
months, where I expect to spend the summer. 
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I am highly pleased with California, I have travelled over a 
great deal of the country since I came out, and have had fine op- 
portunity for seeing the country in North California across the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains. 

There is not much excitement in the mines at present. The 
Mines of the Klamath River and Salmon Creek are the best at 
present. The Rainy season, we hope, is over, for the last month 
we had most intolerable bad weather. The mountains are so com- 
pletely blockaded with Snow that no Packing or travelling is go- 
ing on at present to the Northern Mines. 

For some time during the Winter I was Engaged at mineing 
on the N. Fork of the American River, which Mines proved tol- 
erable good. I am very anxious to Locate myself in San Francisco 
in business. When I left there, every thing was dull, and scarcely 
any business going on. 

I did not make any Exertions to get a situation then as It was 
my Intention in the first place of trying the Mines & looking at 
the country. 

Mr. Grist and myself left San Francisco with 14 Mules, but was 
unfortunate enough to loose half of them at Sea in heavy Gales. 
We expect to return to Dr. Knox's Rancho & San Francisco in 
the course of two months. 

I would be pleased to hear from you soon. 

From Augustine H. Shepperd. U. 

Good Spring, 

North Carolina, 

April 9th., 1851. 

I have long thought of writing you, not so much on matters of 
business, as to tender to you my sincere acknowledgements for 
the many acts of kindness extended by you to myself, and friends. 
I hope, however, you will pardon me for adverting to a subject 
about which we had conversed before leaving Washington, when 
you did me the honor of enquiring whether, in my section of 
N. C, I knew of any suitable individual for the appointment of 
Naval Store Keeper at Valparaiso. I indicated Cyrus P. Menden- 
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hall,50 & subsequently informed you that I had written him, en- 
quiring whether he would accept, but up to the time of leaving 
for home, received no answer to my letter. I now learn that he 
wrote me, expressing his willingness to accept, & his relation, 
George C. Mendenhall, (who is attending our Court this week) 
assures me that his nephew is still willing to take the situation, 
but as a sort of qualification of his acceptance, desires to be in- 
formed whether his expenses to the place of his employment 
would be borne by the Government. 

As it was in the midst of the Session when your enquiry was 
made, and as no answer was given up to the adjournment, I sup- 
pose it quite probable that an appointment has been made, 
indeed I do not know but what it may have been a case of a va- 
cancy that was necessary to be filled during the Session of the 
Senate. There can be no doubt of the entire fitness of Cyrus, if 
indeed you have the power of conferring the place. 

We have little domestic news. The Courts are going on as usual, 
owing to bad health, however, I have not been from home except 
for the last two days, when I went to witness the Session of our 
Sup'r Court, in the new Court House in the new Town of Win- 
ston. There is, as yet, but little political stir, though I suppose 
that when J. T. Morehead,51 (our Whig candidate for Congress) 
takes the stump, there will be some interest elicited in the ques- 
tions of the day, though we are here, (Whig and Democrat) 
thoroughly conservative & union-loving in our character, and so 
entirely satisfied with the Executive action on the question which, 
of all others, is most prominent, that I doubt whether the most 
accomplished demagogue of our time could move the people 
from their stayed and fixed purpose. There will probably be no 
opposition to Morehead though, owing to the number of aspirants 
amongst our friends, there is some discontent and murmuring. 
Pardon me for saying that, if I had desired a re-election, I am 
more and more assured that my friends would have been found 
where they have so often rallied to my support. 

I cannot say, my dear Sir, when I shall have the pleasure of 
seeing you, but, though absent, be assured that I shall cherish a 
most ardent desire for your official success, & the prosperity and 
happiness of yourself and family. 

"Cyrus P. Mendenhall (b. 1818), of Guilford County, lawyer and banker, 
Whig Member of the Commons, 1860-1862, and treasurer of the North Carolina 
Railroad. 

61 James Turner Morehead. 
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From James M. Leach. U. 

Lexington, 

April 9th., 1851. 

In the appropriation Bill, I believe there is an item of $1000.— 
for the purpose of employing a Special Agent, to settle some 
claims of the North Carolina Indians. 

Allow me to suggest, for that appointment, the name of Cal- 
vin H. Wiley, Esqr., as a gentleman altogether capable and 
worthy, and as one who would be likely to discharge the duties 
of the Agency, with fidelity; and with satisfaction to the Admin- 
istration. 

Mr. Wiley was an efficient and a deservedly popular member 
of the last Legislature, and rendered essential service to the Whig 
party, and to the State; and it affords me pleasure to say, from 
my own knowledge and observation, that he had the confidence 
of, and was highly esteemed by, the Western members generally, 
and I feel bound to believe, that the appointment of no man 
would give more general satisfaction, or be more acceptable. 

From Hugh Waddell. U. 

Salem, North Carolina, 

April 9th, 1851. 
My dear Friend 

Your truly esteemed favour of the 14th, proximo, was received 
by me at Pittsboro', & should have been answered long since, but 
for my constant engagements ever since, & indeed, I have made 
several ineffectual attempts to write last week, as well as the week 
before. Upon arriving here I have had a full & confidential con- 
versation with our friend Shepperd, who confirms me in all my 
suspicions as to the source from which proceeded all the sinister 
influences brought to bear against me in the matter to which you 
refer. I was fully apprized long before the receipt of y'r letter 
what was doing, both by letters from Shepperd, and from H. W. 
Guion, early in the Winter, & who wrote me that from what he 
saw and heard, " I stood no chance." You know from whom he 
was likely to learn so much. Shepperd believes that the sole pur- 
pose of that individual, in disappointing me, was to reserve the 
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patronage of Gov't, (if any) which might go to N. C., for his own 
use, & he thinks he will yet receive his reward! ! 

You know, my friend, how deep was my anxiety, & indeed yet 
is, to leave the State in some capacity which might furnish the 
hope of paying my debts, & also of furnishing opportunities of 
establishing my children, & on these accounts, I yet deeply regret 
the disappointment, as I fear, with the extinguishing of that hope, 
all others must go down with me, forever. It is true that, in addi- 
tion to what you say as to the profits of the Consulate, Mr. Paul 
Cameron says he made it a point this winter in N. Orleans & 
Mobile, to inquire as to the real value of the appointment, and 
thinks I could not have saved anything, but this was not my chief 
object. That, as already stated, was to be able to leave the State 
& settle elsewhere, with such an endorsement by the Government 
as would justify me in hoping to succeed in a new location. I can- 
not cut asunder the chains by which I am bound where I am, and 
they are getting too heavy for me to carry much longer. Would to 
God it could have been otherwise, as so much depends upon such 
a move, no less than my emancipation from a slavery the most 
frightful, & the successful establishment of my poor children in 
other & more propitious climes. 

Nevertheless, I should be most ungrateful did I not thank you, 
as sincerely and ardently as if you had succeeded, as you desired 
to do, & I do fervently thank you for y'r generous, prompt, and 
zealous efforts in my behalf, & I shall remember it as long as mem- 
ory remains to me. I know not what may be in store for me in 
future, but to all present appearances I must surrender the little 
I have, & be consigned to beggary, & to infamy as a consequence 
—Oh, what a contrast to the promises of my youth! ! 

But I forbear; to give you pain after all that has occurred 
would be ingratitude indeed. 

From David L. Swain. A. Swain Mss. 

Chapel Hill, 
April 11th, 1851. 

I ought to have availed myself of an earlier opportunity to 
thank you for your favour of the 24th. ult. advising me of the 
appointment of Mr. Hedrick as Secretary to Lieut. Davis, and the 
probable appointment of Prof.  Phillips as  a Visiter  to West 
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Point. Both gentlemen have since received official notice of their 
appointments, and have signified their acceptance to the respec- 
tive departments from which they emanated. 

I did not know untill the receipt of your letter that my nephew 
D. W. Siler was in Washington. He is a worthy son of excellent 
parents, and I am gratified to learn that he has good prospects of 
success in the object of his visit. If you should chance to see him, 
please say to him that I will write to him by the next mail. 

Mrs. Swain sends hearty congratulations to Mrs. Graham on 
the birth of a daughter. Mr. Stanly's language on such occasions 
used to be "may she be as pretty as her Mother, and as wise as 
her Father." I suppose you will be willing to dispense with your 
share of the compliment, and have her in all respects like her 
Mother. We hope that by this time, she is herself again, and to- 
gether with Mrs. Washington in the enjoyment of health and 
happiness. 

#    #    #    #    # 

Our number of students exceeds 200, and my time is so fully 
occupied, that no opportunity is afforded me, to visit my friends, 
and I have little correspondence, except in relation to the college. 
I have not been in Raleigh since New-Year, and can offer you 
neither political intelligence, nor speculative news of any value. 

I hear the course of the Adams tract is finally approved, by the 
great body of the Whig party throughout the State, and that now 
the more violent parties of political opponents, are sadly at a loss 
for salient points. 

To James Graham. U. 

Washington City, 

April 14th, 1851. 

You will no doubt be gratified to learn that the law has been 
executed by the arrest and surrender of a fugitive slave in Boston, 
from Savannah, Georgia.52 You will see from the papers that there 
was great excitement on the occasion, that every species of petti- 
fogging was resorted to by lawyers, and attempts made to raise 
mobs, but the officers of the law did their duty, and the volunteer 

68 This was the much advertised and discussed case of Thomas Sims, which 
aroused Boston to furious denunciation of the fugitive slave law, and widespread 
demand that it should not be obeyed. Charles Sumner argued for the release of 
the slave, and Benjamin R. Curtis upheld the law. 
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Companies of the City turned out manfully, and kept guard in 
the streets for several days and nights. 

The Telegraph informs us, that the negro was taken on board 
a vessel at 4 o'clock yesterday morning, and shipped off for Sa- 
vannah. I would have preferred that he should have been brought 
off in open day, and by the usual mode of travel, and myself be- 
lieve the Marshal lacks nerve, still I do not know what explana- 
tions may be made for taking that mode and time for transporta- 
tion. Webster was in Boston at the time, and will, no doubt, 
address the people before he leaves. 

You will see, in a late "Republic" my correspondence with the 
Marshal of Mass. and also with Commodore Reed, at Phila. rela- 
tive to the use of Military force to aid in the execution of the 
Fugitive Slave law, last fall, within 30 days after the enactment 
of the Law. It will shew that the President has never faultered 
in its execution, but has been ready to apply force for that purpose 
whenever and wherever it should be required. You will see that 
Seward and John Van Buren53 both wrote letters to the Boston 
mob, in condemnation of the Law, and counselling resistance. 
They are destined to unite in New York, and to endeavor to aboli- 
tionize the State by bringing together both their factions. The 
President has been more forbearing towards Seward & Co. than I 
thought was wise or politic, but he has now laid his hand upon 
them in good earnest, and their papers are denouncing him in 
the vilest manner. Tyler, Arnold, Burr, were all political saints 
compared to him, according to the howlings of Thurlow Weed,54 

and the minor satellites of the press. It now remains to be seen 
whether Locofocoism, in the South, appreciates his course and is 
ready to sustain it, or whether they have been gambling at the 
old game of politics, and have merely put up the negro interest 
as a stake against the spoils of office. The North is in a very whole- 

68 John Van Buren (1810-1866), of New York, son of Martin Van Buren, and 
hence his two popular titles of, "Prince John," and "Young Fox." A graduate 
of Yale, a playboy inclined to wildness, he became a lawyer, was attache of the 
legation in London, a member of the "Albany Regency," state attorney general, 
and active lobbyist, one of the "barnburners," a free-soiler, who in 1861 was 
demanding guarantees for slavery. 

54 Thurlow Weed (1797-1882), of New York, journalist, political manager and 
manipulator, and party boss. He began adult life as apprentice to a printer, and 
was at first a failure, but he became a successful lobbyist and reporter. He served 
in the state legislature, an anti-Masonic Whig; he bought the Telegraph, and 
was then editor of the Albany Evening Journal. He was generally supposed to 
dominate William H. Seward, and was useful to him, but in time he became a 
serious liability. Bribery and graft were to him a perfectly legitimate means to 
an end. He played a considerable part in creating the demand for Taylor as 
President. 
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some state of fermentation, and if the administration is only 
backed by the South and West, the whole country will return to 
a new observance of the Constitution, and there will be a new 
lease to slavery. But if those who formerly held up Martin Van 
Buren as the fast friend of the South, who have been bepraising 
Rantoul in the same manner, and rejoicing over a democratic 
triumph in Mass, secured by an open and shameless coalition 
with abolition, still persuade their followers that Mr. Fillmore is 
inimical to their rights and interests, they can certainly obtain 
help enough at the North, to marshal a majority against the ad- 
ministration. There is yet much to be done in New York by way 
of reformation. Seward it is said, got control of Maj. Bliss,55 and 
through him, of Gen'l Taylor, and procured all the appointments 
in the State for his clique. It will be necessary to follow up the 
blow which has been struck to make it effectual. 

I have recently made a purchase of the house I occupy at $8,- 
000. half cash, and the residue next Jan'y, and the July succeed- 
ing. I was paying $900. per year rent, and being offered it at the 
above price, I consulted a few persons, among others Corcoran56 

the Banker, as to its value—He said it had been offered at $10,- 
000. and he thought it good property at that. Upon my telling 
him that I could get it at $8,000. he replied, if I would take it at 
that he would enter into an agreement to take it from me at the 
same price two years hence, if I would keep it in repair, or that 
he would now purchase at that, and let me have it for two years, 
upon paying him six percent on the price, and keeping in repair. 
This I considered so thorough a backing of his judg't that I made 
the purchase. I am assured since that it is a highly advantageous 
one, and hope to dispose of it for at more than I gave. The Lot 
has 134 feet front, on H. Street, and runs back 125 feet to an 
alley, is surrounded by a high brick wall, has a brick stable, car- 
riage house, wood house, and a small garden with fruit trees, 

re William Wallace Smith Bliss (1815-1853), of New York, son of an army officer, 
graduate of West Point, a member of General Taylor's staff, who served as his 
adjutant and secretary, and wrote his reports. He married Taylor's daughter. 

"William Wilson Corcoran (1798-1888), a native of Georgetown, merchant, 
banker, and philanthropist, attended Georgetown College for a year, and then 
went into business. He was highly successful, and made a large fortune. He 
founded the Louise Home, the Corcoran Art Gallery, and Oak Hill Cemetery, 
and gave large sums to, among others, the University of Virginia, William and 
Mary College, and the Virginia Theological Seminary. 
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grape vines, flowers, etc. The House was built by Mr. Rush57 of 
Phila. while Sec'y Treas'y and he told me cost him $13,000. He 
said the plan was obtained from a French model, which obtained 
a premium from Napoleon, who, undertaking to regulate every 
thing, advertised a reward for the best plan of a House 44 by 38, 
which should combine most of domestic comfort with Architec- 
tural beauty. Thus I have told you the whole story. It is fire proof 
from without, and if I can even sell it for $1000. less than I gave, 
it will be no loss, considering the rent. The City, this part in par- 
ticular, is improving rapidly; Com. Shubrick, Clement Hill & 
others are building elegant houses nearly opposite me. You may 
recollect it, was once occupied and owned by Dickerson58 of New 
Jersey, afterwards by Poinsett. Brown's Hotel is pulled down, to 
be rebuilt in elegant style. 

I have written to Gaither to recommend two Midshipmen from 
the Mountain district, there being two now due there. If you go 
to Rutherford Court, I will be glad if you advise with him, in 
regard to them. There is one due the Raleigh district, and one 
may be given to Guilford, or Albermarle. I have written to Guil- 
ford for a nomination. Shepperd has a son in the Navy from there 
—the only one in that district. 

I went the last week with Corn's Morris and Warrington to 
visit the Naval Academy at Annapolis, and have organized it on 
a footing equal to West Point. A son of Mr. Sumner of Lincoln, 
and Alex'r Kirkland of Hillsboro' were the only N. C.'s there. 
The others are at sea, these being the four vacancies above men- 
tioned. They are all required now to spend two years there, before 
going to sea, undergoing rigid examinations every six months, 
and those rejected, returned at once to their friends. I have been 
looking out for a North Carolinian for a Naval Store Keeper at 
Valparaiso, Chili, but found no suitable one, and have given the 
place to a son of Dr. McPheeters of Raleigh, now living at St. 
Louis, Missouri. I appointed Wm. Long, of Halifax, to Spezzia, 
Italy, and a son of Hines of Raleigh at San Francisco, California. 
Out of my own department, the State is likely to get but little 
patronage, and that has little to give. 

67 Richard Rush (1780-1859), of Philadelphia, a graduate of Princeton, lawyer, 
state attorney general, comptroller, and treasurer, United States Attorney General, 
secretary of state, minister to Great Britain, where he had much to do with the 
promulgation of the Monroe Doctrine. He was Secretary of the Treasury, 1825- 
1827, candidate for vice-president, 1828, and minister to France, 1845-1849. 

68 Presumably Mahlon Dickerson. 
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Peyton Moore of Alamance, a nephew of Shepperd's, will come 
on by the first of next month, to take the place of Chief Corre- 
sponding Clerk. 

I hope to visit the Northern Navy Yards in May, and to go 
home for a short time in harvest. My overseer is, I learn, doing 
better than his predecessors. 

You will see by the papers that Prof. Phillips has been ap- 
pointed from N. C. to attend the examination at West Point. Con- 
rad offered to change it, and select you, if I desired, but I found 
Rayner had been much pressed, and having promised to recom- 
mend Phillips, I thought it best to let him be selected. 

From Calvin H. Wiley. A. 

Guilford Co., N. C. 

April 16th. 1851. 

I received a few days ago your letter of the 2nd. inst. & hasten 
to say that as to yourself it is satisfactory. I did not mean to com- 
plain of you in my former letter; & I entertain now no doubts of 
your willingness to serve me. 

I hope you will indulge me while I make a remark in regard to 
the conduct of "The Powers that be"; & I desire you to under- 
stand distinctly that I am very much disposed to be an ardent 
friend of the whole Administration—. 

The patronage of the Government in a free Country forms 
part of the way and means of the Community. It is as honorable 
to serve the public as to serve individuals; & when public service 
can be honorably obtained any one fit for it & needing its emolu- 
ments acts very properly in thus trying to get it. Under our Fed- 
erative system the States have given up nearly every thing to the 
General Government; and most of the public employments, in 
the States, are offices under the Federal Government. North Caro- 
lina, in proportion to her size has fewer of these than any other 
State; & within her borders, among her Citizens, the patronage 
of the General Government is less felt than any where else. This 
ought to entitle her to a larger share of offices not located in or 
connected with any of the States, but from the modesty of her 
Citizens or the one of spirit in her politicians, or both, she gets 
less of this kind of patronage than any other State. So far then as 
the patronage of Government is concerned she has lost nearly 
every thing by going into the Union. But this is not all; what few 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 81 

little offices she has within her borders will be given to the in- 
habitants of other States! 

I know Col. Mitchell,59 & I have no reason to believe him not 
qualified for office. He is a native of North Carolina; but he left 
his native State many years ago & went to take his chances in 
Ohio. Has he any more right than one elsewhere born to claim 
office in this State? Will he remain here, & here win his honors 
and spend his money, obtained from the General Government? 
Is emigration from the State to be thus encouraged? Are those of 
us who take our chances here on the soil of our birth, who sub- 
mit to its inconveniences, for love of our native State, & who are 
trying to make it an honorable and happy State, to be deprived 
of offices in the State, that natives, who deserted us, may be re- 
warded? 

I wish I could see this matter in some other light, I feel very 
unpleasant about it. I would to Heaven I had not intimated a 
wish for the place now filled by Col. M. whom I will venture to 
call my friend. I want to make a fuss about this insult to the 
State. As a N. Carolinian I feel insulted, degraded. I am aston- 
ished at Mr. Corwin. He presumed too much upon our tameness 
of spirit, upon our want of State pride; & not having places in 
Ohio & abroad & in Washington for his needy partisans boldly 
quarters them in the good places in N. Carolina! 

Ought we to submit to this in silence? [And to think that we 
must get officers from Ohio, to us the most hateful place on earth, 
from this fanatical, disorganizing State whose mischievous emis- 
saries are now parading our State & rendering our lives insecure! 
In three miles of me one of her viper brood weekly holds forth 
with his fiendish doctrines; and all round me are evidences of 
their hellish work. Strife, social, religious & political is engend- 
ered among us by them: even families and Churches are divided, 
& our slaves daily becoming more unmanageable. Notwithstand- 
ing all this, we have steadfastly adhered to the cause of the Union; 
and no where in this wide Country have Mr. Fillmore & all his 
Cabinet been more warmly & honestly supported.]60 

I repeat it, I wish I could be pleased with the conduct of Mr. 
Corwin; I wish I could be made to know that the appointment 
held by Mr. Mitchell is not one of those which a resident North 
Carolinian had an undoubted right to look for. I fear that if I 

581 have not been able to identify Colonel Mitchell, but it is fairly clear that 
he had been appointed to the position with the Cherokee Indians in North 
Carolina, which Wiley so much desired. 

80 Brackets appear in original manuscript. 
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were to call the attention of the public to the conduct of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury I might be helping to weaken the Admin- 
istration: & God knows how truly & ardently I desire to see Mr. 
Fillmore sustained here & every where. His conduct, in the selec- 
tion of his Cabinet, & the administration of the Government has 
filled me with great delight, & I would not willingly be instru- 
mental in adding a feather's burden to the weight which he has 
to carry. 

But as an individual, & of course as a Citizen, I have pride and 
am jealous of my rights and honor: & as a Citizen of North Caro- 
lina I feel that I have been treated most contemptuously. Of course 
as a man I cannot complain; doubtless my individual claims, how- 
ever humble, would be duly appreciated at Washington. But it 
seems to me that the whole State has received a slight; it has been 
intimated to the whole State that her resident Citizens have no 
claims to the patronage of the General Government or are unfit 
to fill its most petty offices. 

Would a man of Southern sensibilities have done what Mr. 
Corwin has done? If we had him for Post Master General we might 
expect his partisans from Ohio to be quartered in our post-offices 
& to fill the mail agencies in our State. 

I do not admire the so-called chivalry of S. Carolina; but I 
would be pleased to see my fellow-Citizens have spirit enough, & 
State pride enough to rebuke Mr. Corwin in the most emphatic 
manner. 

I feel obliged to you for your attention to my letter, & still more 
so for the expression of your desire to serve me. 

From William W. Vass.61 U. 

Raleigh & Gaston R. R. Office, 

Raleigh, 

April 18th., 1851. 

It is reported here today,—but I trust not correctly, that the 
Post Office Department has probably decided not to employ our 
road to transport the mail, after the expiration of the present 
contract, but will resort to stages to run from Rocky Mount, (on 
the Wilmington Road) to Raleigh. This arrangement, by putting 

81 William Worrell Vass   (1821-1896), of Raleigh, merchant, railway official, and 
long distinguished citizen. 
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the mail later than it would be supplied by our trains, would 
occasion very general regret and dissatisfaction on the part of the 
people of this City, and might possibly have the effect of stopping 
the road immediately, & thereby (in the opinion of the judicious 
friends of the scheme) blast the present cheering prospects of 
soon procuring the requisite stock for the resuscitation of the 
Road. 

The act of our late Legislature provides, as you are aware, that 
unless the required $400,000. be subscribed by the 1st. Oct'r, the 
Ral. & Gaston Railroad shall cease operations on that day. But, 
the mail and passenger trains would continue to run until the 
1st. January next. Within the next two months the road will be 
considerably improved, by means of the iron lately purchased, and 
at this time our trains run with greater regularity than they did 
two years since. The road north of Gaston fails at that point quite 
as often as our trains. As to our failures at Raleigh, the train, if 
too late for the Fayetteville stage, almost always connects with the 
Western stage. 

In bidding for the mail, we informed the Department that 
efforts were being made to form a company to re-build the road, 
and that this company would be able to transport the mail satis- 
factorily. It is hoped the mail will not be taken off the road before 
it can be known whether or not the Road will be rebuilt. And 
to this end, I have written to beg your kind offices. As you are 
familiar with all the circumstances of our condition, may I ask 
the favor that you will see the Post Master General, upon the 
subject, and drop me a line? 

To William W. Vass. U. Vass Mss. 

Washington City, 

April 21st., 1851. 

Your letter of the 18th. inst. has been received. I have called 
on the Post Master General, in relation to the Mail contract, on 
the Raleigh and Gaston Rail road, and learn from him that he 
will still continue the former arrangement on that line so long as 
the Cars continue to run with reasonable certainty and despatch. 

There can be no greater act of folly on the part of the State, 
than to suffer the benefits of this road to be lost to people, and 
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if the terms offered by the last Legislature shall not be found suf- 
ficient for its resuscitation, more liberal inducements should be 
offered to rebuild it. 

With assurances of my readiness to aid your own laudable efforts 
for it's preservation, by all means in my power, 

From John H. Haughton. U. 

Pittsboro, 

April 23rd., 1851. 

I received a letter the other day from my friend C. H. Wiley, 
(the Author, etc.) of Greensboro', reminding me of the passage 
of bill providing for the pay of a special agent to settle claims with 
the N. C. Indians, and expressing a wish to have the appointment. 
Mr. Wiley informs me that he is preparing some works connected 
with N. Carolina, and desires in the prosecution of his plans, to 
visit the Western portion of the State, but, being poor, feels un- 
able to do so well without assistance, and therefore particularly 
desires the place of the special agent alluded to, so that while, or 
rather after, accomplishing the duties connected with it, he may 
have the means of prosecuting his literary labours. He is a very 
sound Whig, and a most estimable gentleman, and by contribut- 
ing to the consummation of his wishes in this particular, you 
will place me under many obligations to you. 

You are ready to enquire what has become of the Ex-Charge62 

to Portugal? He is here on his 90 acre farm, very busily engaged 
in the quiet pursuits of agriculture, and entirely too much oc- 
cupied to devote any time in preparing a reply to the issue of 
veracity tendered him by the Republic. Or it may be he finds a 
much more difficult issue made by the highly patriotic & noble 
course of our most excellent, faithful & able Executive, & the 
noble band of patriots associated with him in the Administration 
of the government. Indeed any man who, after the recent develop- 
ments, especially with reference to the events in Boston, should 
now persist in the declaration that the Administration will not 
carry out, or has failed faithfully to execute the fugitive slave law, 
would merit, and assuredly receive, the contempt of all fair 
minded men. I can scarcely regard the occurrences in the City of 
Boston as otherwise than Providential. The Country and the Ad- 

82 Abraham Rencher. 
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ministration needed just such a state of things as has happened 
there, to demonstrate the important fact, that there is still an 
abiding spirit of conservatism and an inherent love of law and 
order among our people that needs only to be appealed to in a 
proper manner to call it forth into action. 

The first case, (Shadrack's) with it's attendant circumstances, 
afforded the Administration the opportunity—so nobly and so 
admirably improved—of dissipating forever the doubts of the 
most sceptical as to a disposition on his part to discharge his duty 
to the Country, while it illicited such an expression of opinion 
throughout the length and breadth of the land, as to awaken every 
true patriot to a sense of the impending danger, and a determina- 
tion to meet it as became men. 

The last case, (Sims) came just in time to relieve the just 
apprehensions of the people consequent upon the first, while it 
gave the people of Boston an opportunity of wiping off the stain 
that had just before been inflicted upon their City. In my point 
of view, therefore, I can but congratulate every true patriot at 
the occurence of recent events, and the bright prospect of peace, 
which they promise to the Country. Now indeed, is the winter of 
our discontent made glorious summer, and the Administration has 
only to complete the great work so nobly begun, to command the 
admiration and support of the whole Country. 

But to return to the Ex-Charge. Rumor has whispered that he 
has been preparing a reply to the strictures of the Republic, etc., 
but the impression is becoming pretty general, (I believe) if not 
universal, that he has been so utterly overwhelmed by the ac- 
cumulated proofs of the patriotism and the fidelity to all his con- 
stitutional obligations of our able and excellent Chief Magistrate, 
that he has come to the wise conclusion that safety lies in silence. 

It is very doubtful who will be the opponent of Venable in 
this district, for Congress, or whether he will have any opposition. 
My own opinion is that no Whig will oppose him, and I fear 
no Democrat will. Gen'l Cotten, of this County, has been for some 
time desirous to be a candidate, if he can meet with sufficient en- 
couragement to do so, but I apprehend he will not. 

There are men in the District, of both political parties, who, I 
think, could beat Venable if they could be induced to take the 
field against him, but I fear there is no prospect of such a thing. 
Of one thing I feel confident, that Venable's course is universally 
condemned by the Whigs, & by a large portion of the Democracy. 
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It will be a burning shame that a people so loyal to the Consti- 
tution, and so devoted to the Union, should again [be] represent- 
ed, or rather, misrepresented, by a disunionist, but I fear we will 
have to be again subjected to such a mortification and disgrace. 

But enough of this, I have said this much because, being so 
devoted a North Carolinian as I know you are, I suppose that 
what I have said might be of some interest to you, and have 
therefore taken the liberty of expressing, in a very imperfect 
manner, some of my views on the interesting questions of the day, 
not because of any intrinsic value in themselves, but because they 
express the opinions of a very large majority of the people of the 
State, I might almost add, without distinction of party. 

Whenever you can devote an hour to an absent friend, it will 
afford me very great pleasure to hear from you. 

From Frederick Nash. U. 

Hillsboro', 

April 24th, [1851.] 

*        *        V        *        'Sfc 

We have heard with much pleasure that it is probable Mrs. 
Graham, with her children, will spend the summer months in 
Hillsboro'. We hope she will do so. A retreat from the bustle & 
parade & fashion of the metropolis, to the quiet & plainess of our 
antient, but still pleasant, village, will recruit her strength, & 
thereby prepare for the duties of next winter. You express regret 
that our school here is broken up. Nor so; Dr. Wilson63 retires 
from it, but it will be continued under the management of 
Graves,64 whose entire competence is not questioned. Tell the 
boys if they shall return here, that they will find the old halls of 
the Institute resounding with "Tityre tu recubans" &c. 

I have seen with much regret the different articles in the news- 
papers pointing to a fresh attempt on Cuba, by Lopez65 & his 

68 Alexander Wilson (1799-1867), of Orange, a native of Ireland, educated as a 
physician, but when he came to North Carolina in 1818, he began teaching in 
Raleigh. After two years he went to Williamsborough where he remained until 
1836, becoming a Presbyterian minister in 1830. He was head of the Caldwell 
Institute in Greensboro, and later Hillsboro, 1836-1850, when he resigned, and 
the following year opened a private school in Alamance County which had high 
public confidence, and which only closed with his death. 

"Ralph Henry Graves (1817-1876), of Granville County, a graduate of the 
University, who taught at various times in Chapel Hill, Greensboro, and Hillsboro. 

66 Narcisco Lopez, a South American adventurer, was successful in leading ex- 
pansionists in the United States to believe that Cuba was ready to revolt against 
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conspirators—My hope is, if they do effect a landing, on the Island, 
they may meet the fate which they will so justly merit. The alien 
law was one great means of destroying the old Federal party—the 
only real, genuine, honest party this country has ever had, or, 
I fear, will ever have. Would that we had such a law now. I 
would gladly entrust its execution to the present administration. 
It is lamentable that the government has not power to send out 
[of] the country these needy, unprincipled foreigners, who are 
so constantly engaged in disturbing the Peace. 

The late frosts have not injured the fruit in the vicinity, nor 
much affected the most delicate of our garden plants. We have the 
prospect now of a most abundant fruit year. 

*«• w TF TP TS* 

I see Mr. Venable announced as a candidate for reelection to 
Congress. I hear of no opposition to him. Rencher & Cotton have 
withdrawn. Your letter killed the former—common decency the 
latter. Any decent Democrat could, I think, easily beat Mr. V. No 
Whig can but one, and he is Secretary of the Navy. The name of 
Mr. Graves66 is mentioned with what authority I know not. I have 
no doubt he could be easily elected. 

From Ambrose W. Thompson. U. 

Philadelphia, 

April 26th, 1851. 

The new Steamer Albatross will leave here on her third trip 
to Charleston on Friday next, the second of May. I contemplate 
going out in her, and it has occurred to me that a short Sea 
Voyage at this pleasant season of the year might prove agreeable 
and perhaps beneficial to you. 

It will give the Company over which I preside, and myself in- 
dividually, great pleasure to have you as our guest on this ex- 
cursion to Charleston and back, will you therefore accept an in- 
vitation from us? I can certainly promise you a pleasant party on 
board, and I think a pleasant voyage also. 

The Ship is admirably arranged as a Sea Steamer and one of 
the strongest ever built.  Her engines  are compact and work 
Spanish rule, and raised men and money to assist the cause. Three expeditions 
all failed. The third resulted in the capture of part of the force and the execu- 
tion of a considerable number including Lopez. John A. Quitman, who was in- 
volved, resigned as governor of Mississippi to stand trial in the United States. 

w Calvin Graves. 
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beautifully. The boilers are supplied with Poisson's Fresh water 
condenser. 

I hope to hear that you will accompany us. 

From David Outlaw. U. 

Elizabeth City, 

April 28th, 1851. 
*    #    #    #    # 

As yet I have no opposition. There is some dissatisfaction among 
the ultras of our party, but I hope it will have no very injurious 
effect. It has been whispered about that Mr. Shepard might oppose 
me, and I have no doubt many of the Democrats would be pleased 
if he would. I do not think from all I can learn that he will. The 
triumph of the law in the late case of the fugitive Sims, gives very 
great satisfaction, and has a tendency to take the wind out of the 
sails of the Seceders, etc. 

Write me at Windsor. 

From Millard Fillmore. A. 

The President having received several new drawings or plans 
for the Enlargement of the Capitol, will be happy to have the 
Secretary of the Navy to attend at the Presidential Office on Thurs- 
day next at 1 O'clock P.M. when an examination of their respec- 
tive merits will be made. 
Washington 
Apl. 29. 1851. 

From Joseph Caldwell. U. 

Salisbury, 

May 6th., 1851. 

Mr. Helper,67 of this place, will hand you this letter. I have 
selected him to fill the appointment spoken of in your letter of 
April 20th. 

fl7Hinton Rowan Helper (1829-1909), anti-slavery and anti-negro agitator. Born 
in North Carolina, he had a limited education, and in 1851 went to California 
where he became convinced of the advantages of free labor. He touched on the 
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Mr. Helper is a poor young man. He is connected with some of 
the most respectable families of this place. I am satisfied that he is 
fully competent to discharge the duties of the office. 

I would have answered your letter promptly, but for my ab- 
sence from home when it arrived at the office. 

I will write you fully, upon other matters, upon my return 
home. 

From Edward C. Bittinger. U. 

Norfolk, Va., 

Private May 8th, 1851. 

I write confidentially, at the instance of Captain Inman,68 who 
does not feel at liberty to make to you a private communication, 
and the whole subject scarcely admits of an Official letter from 
him. We see by a Newspaper notice from Washington that the 
President, accompanied by yourself, and the other principal 
Secretaries, are to leave Washington next Monday to attend a 
celebration of the completion of a public work in the State of 
New York. 

If this be true, the occasion seems too favorable to be over- 
looked, for a visit from yourself, and, if possible, your entire party, 
to our noble Ship. 

The Captain advises me to say that she may very conveniently 
be at New York by about the 15th. inst., if she is not made to 
wait here to embark the Commodore and diplomatic passengers, 
who may not be disinclined to join at New York. The Ship will 
be furnished here with sufficient force to take her to New York, 
which, if ordered, will prove a valuable end as a trial trip, and 
the deficiency in her crew, consisting of Able Seamen, will doubt- 

question in his first book, "The Land of Gold," and after his return wrote his 
most famous and important work, "The Impending Crisis in the South," which 
produced a storm of angry speeches and writings in the South, where, however, 
few dared to read it. In the North it was lauded to the skies by abolitionists and 
free-soilers. Helper was for some years consul at Buenos Aires, and upon his 
return published in quick succession, "Nojoque," "Negroes in Negroland," "The 
Negroes in America; and Negroes Generally," and "Noonday Exigencies," all full 
of the most exaggerated abuse of Negroes. He spent a small fortune attempting 
to promote an intercontinental railroad, and his last book, "The Three Americas 
Railway," dealt with that. He died almost friendless, and in dire poverty. 

88 William Inman (1797-1874), a native of New York, who entered the navy in 
1812, had seen much active service, and was now in command of the "Susquehan- 
na," a new and impressive steam frigate. At the outbreak of the Civil War, he 
was engaged in returning captured slaves to Africa. He was promoted commodore 
in 1867. 
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less be immediately filled at that great mart, by enlistments to 
join a vessel so well calculated to please a Sailor's fancy. We hope 
that you may be pleased to acquiesce in these views, and to order 
accordingly. 

From Daniel Webster. A. 

Department of State. 

Washington, D. C, 

May 9th, 1851. 

You will doubtless have seen in the public journals that a 
number of Japanese were sometime since picked up at sea six 
hundred miles from the Japanese Islands by the barque Auck- 
land, Capt. Jennings; by whom they have been treated very 
kindly, brought into the port of San Francisco and subsequently 
placed on the revenue cutter Polk to await arrangements for their 
return to their native country. 

Capt. Aulick69 has suggested to me and I cheerfully concur 
in his opinion that this incident may afford a favorable oppor- 
tunity for opening commercial relations with Japan; or of at least 
of placing our intercourse with that island upon a more easy foot- 
ing. Under the circumstances I have the honor to inquire whether 
there is any small national vessel on the western coast of the 
United States that could without inconvenience to the public 
service be ordered to take these unfortunate men on board at 
San Francisco and proceed with them to Hong Kong. Com. 
Aulick is charged with the delivery of a letter from the President 
of the United States to the Emperor of Japan and if these Japanese 
mariners can be thus forwarded to Hong Kong, there to await the 
arrival of Com. Aulick, he could take them on board one of the 
vessels under his command and return them to their native land. 
Accompanied by an imposing Naval force as he probably would 
be on this service, and with kindly disposition awaken in the 
bosom of the Emperor towards the government by the act of re- 
turning these unfortunates to their homes it is believed would be 

69 John H. Aulick (1789-1873), of Virginia, who entered the navy in 1809, and 
saw active service in the War of 1812 and the Mexican War. He was the first 
choice for the expedition to Japan, but was recalled. He became a commodore 
in 1862, after retirement. 
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most auspicious for the accomplishment of the more important 
objects of Com. Aulick's mission. 

I am, Sir, respectfully, 
Your obdt. servant, 

From Hugh Campbell. U. 

Philadelphia, 

May 9th, 1851. 

I perceive by the public prints that you contemplate a visit to 
this City, a few days hence. 

If you prefer the quiet of a private dwelling, during your so- 
journ, it will afford me pleasure to have you at No. 33 Girard 
Street. 

You are doubtless aware that I am no politician, but as you are 
likely to have an over dose of that class, I presume it will be a 
relief to have a "harbour of refuge," where both mind and body 
can occasionally take rest. 

Very respectfully and truly 
Your friend 

70 Graham's Speech in New York City. 

May 13, 1851. 

"He said he was glad to meet his Whig fellow-citizens, and he 
would take this opportunity to speak with frankness and candor 
to them. There could be no Whig party, he went on to say, un- 
less the Whigs of the North and the South understood each other; 
and if they did not understand each other, all attempts would be 
vain to keep them together. The President, a New Yorker, had 
been called to the administration of the Government in a period 
of most unexampled danger to the Union. The Southern Whigs 
knew what were his opinions, and all they asked of him, or ex- 
pected of him, was that he would be true to the Constitution. The 
Constitution asked no man to approve of the institution of slavery, 
and expected no such approval of any man; but the Constitution 
recognized certain obligations to that institution, and these obli- 
gations every true Whig everywhere expected every President 

'"'From the Raleigh Register, May 28, 1851. 
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to carry out. When the Constitution was framed, every State sur- 
rendered a portion of its sovereignty; and, in order to form that 
Constitution, the South had made some sacrifices as well as the 
North. They were for the benefit, however, of the whole, and thus 
for the benefit of all the parts. Among those obligations was one 
to surrender fugitives from slavery. The South would never have 
agreed to live under the same government with the North, if the 
North was to become the refuge ground of their runaway slaves. 
In separation, either by commercial restrictions or by arms, it 
would have maintained its rights, that no neighboring powers 
should disturb its peace and its prosperity. The Constitution hap- 
pily guaranteed to the South what, by the comity of nations, it 
had a right to demand—that a neighboring State should not be 
tempting off its people from their homes, or throwing in fire- 
brands among that people by tempting their servants with im- 
punity to run away. To that Constitution the Whigs of the South 
expected the Whigs of the North to live, to abide by it in good 
faith, and to execute its provisions. It was a matter of conscience, 
therefore, for every Northern man who took an oath to support 
the Constitution; and such an oath was taken by every man who 
held an office, from the highest officer down to the constable; and 
he knew no conscience party that could so well enforce the duties 
of conscience as in enforcing an obedience to an oath, and to the 
supreme constitution of the State. 

One of the Compromise measures which it had become the 
duty of the Administration to act upon was this surrender of fugi- 
tives. All the rest were of but comparatively little importance to 
the South and this was only made of the gravest importance by 
enabling the country to see whether the Constitution could be put 
down or not. If this article of the Constitution could be nulled, 
directly or indirectly, there was no telling where nullification was 
to stop. If the Constitution was good for any thing, it was good 
as a whole, and it could not be broken in parts. Nobody expected 
the whole series of Compromise measures to be approved by any- 
body, item by item. Some of the bills were very, very objection- 
able to large parties of his southern countrymen—as objectionable 
as this Fugitive bill is in the North; but as a whole, as a system, 
and as a final system of adjustment, the Whigs of the South ac- 
quiesced in them all, and meant to maintain them, and they ex- 
pected a like acquiescence on the part of their northern WThig 
brethren in good faith. If there was to be no such acquiescence— 
if northern Whigs were to wage war against southern Whigs— 
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there could be no Whig party. The Democratic party had their 
difficulties, perhaps more serious than ours, and it was doubtful 
whether they could ever again assemble as a whole in national 
convention; but the Whigs could act together as efficiently as ever 
if they only plant themselves upon the platform laid down in the 
President's message. [Great cheering.] 

Mr. Graham concluded by remarking that he had spoken with 
freedom and candor, as among friends; and he heartily thanked 
the people for the reception they had given the President and the 
members of his Administration. 

His remarks of which the above is only a sketch were received 
with numerous, loud, and prolonged cheers; particularly those 
parts which enforced the unity of the Whig party. 

Speech At Buffalo, N. Y.71 

May 17 th., 1851. 

Fellow-citizens of the City of Buffalo: 

I did not expect, until I entered the street of your magnificent 
city, to be called upon for a word on this occasion. I had hoped 
the duty of acknowledging the kind greetings which you have 
extended to the President of the United States, and those asso- 
ciated with him, would have devolved on the chief officer of the 
Administration, who is well known to the country as being in 
the habit of entertaining senates and popular assemblages, and 
in a manner far more capable than I could hope to do it. He is, 
however, unavoidably left behind. I had still the expectation that 
my distinguished colleague, who has just taken his seat, and who 
is far better known to the country than I am,— who is far better 
acquainted with the Government than I am,— and who is far 
more favorably known to the people of the country than I am, 
would have made a speech on this occasion, in acknowledgement 
of your kindness. These resources having failed, I cannot permit 
the occasion to pass by without rendering my humble tribute to 
the grand and cordial reception which you have extended to the 
President of the United States, on his visit to his home. It is no 
ordinary event for our country, for a citizen, occupying its first 
and most distinguished office, to return to receive the greetings 
of his neighbors and friends. Of him as a man, fellow-citizens, it 

nFrom Hillsborough Recorder, June 4, 1851. Brackets appear in original. 
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is unnecessary that I should speak. You know him in that relation 
far better than I do. Of his administration of the Government, 
it is not fitting that I should say anything. I am here for the pur- 
pose of tendering to you my thanks, as he has tendered them, 
for the cordiality with which you have received him—for the man- 
ner in which the chief magistrate of your city has expressed your 
feelings, and the manner in which you have demonstrated them 
on this occasion. [Great applause.] 

Fellow-citizens, this is a vast country. Standing here as I do, 
with my back to the dominions of Great Britain, and American 
territory in front extending to the confines of Mexico, and which 
reaches from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, in contemplating 
this, I am forced to exclaim, "No pent up Utica contracts our 
powers,—the whole boundless continent is ours." [Great ap- 
plause.] Such a country, spread over such a vast surface, embrac- 
ing so many people deriving their origin from so many different 
nations—for it may be said that this is the great crucible in which 
all the nations of Europe are tried and improved,—he greatly 
mistakes the nature and character of our people who supposes 
that such a country can be governed on any narrow, sectional or 
selfish principles. [Vociferous applause.] Our hearts and minds 
must be elevated to the great task before us, and when it is de- 
termined what course of policy to pursue, we may differ as to the 
mode of pursuing it, but one great end is to be kept in view-^-an 
observance of the constitution and all its provisions, for which 
our fathers shed their blood, and periled their lives. We must be 
governed by that, and, being governed by it, we must and shall 
preserve the union of these States. Our country, with such a vast 
territory, requires and demands, that when occasions arise 
when differences of opinion exist—when section threatens 
section, and States threaten States, that we should recur 
to the principles on which the union of these States was 
formed, and govern ourselves by adhering to these prin- 
ciples, lead to what consequences they may. I shall not under- 
take on this occasion, to go into a dissertation on this subject, but, 
coming from a section of the country where different institutions 
prevail, but where there is as strong a love for the Union as there 
is in any other section, I have to exhort you, my fellow-citizens, 
under all circumstances, to recur to the constitution of the coun- 
try—to look at the example and character of those who framed it, 
and to read the history of the country from 1783 to the present 
time, attentively; and whenever you find yourselves in any doubt, 
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as the early Christians did, you must refer to the original text, 
and to the writings of the fathers, before prejudice arose and di- 
verted attention from the proper subject of examination. If we 
shall do this, we shall remain a united and happy people; we shall 
spread over this continent of ours until we shall be numbered not 
by twenties, but by hundreds of millions; [cheers] enjoying the 
same liberty, the same laws, and the same happiness which still 
exist in this great community of ours. 

Fellow-citizens, having visited your State for the purpose of 
examining a great work of internal improvement, I have been 
gratified not only on seeing that, but in seeing the people of your 
State. To me, a stranger here, known only to those whom I accom- 
panied on this occasion, it is a source of gratitude and delight 
that I look on this vast assemblage around me, of men whom I can 
call fellow-citizens with as much sincerity as those on the Roa- 
noke, the Potomac, the Mississippi, or any other great river of 
the South. [Cheering and waving of handkerchiefs.] I hope it 
will be always so, and if we adhere to the great principles con- 
tained in the constitution of the country; if we all will be guided 
by the maxims of those who framed that constitution, and their 
views of its interpretation, we shall establish, not only for our- 
selves, principles of pure liberty, but transmit them to our re- 
motest posterity. Gentlemen, I am exceedingly gratified for the 
compliment you have conferred on me. I shall not see you again; 
you will not see me again; but, wherever we may be, I hope we 
shall always recognize each other as citizens of a common country, 
and I shall always refer back to this day with delight and admira- 
tion. 

To Susan Washington Graham. A. 

Buffalo, 

Saturday, May 18th, 1851. 

I seize the first moment, since my departure, that I can com- 
mand, to let you know where we are. Travelling almost post haste, 
& surrounded by crowds everywhere, I could not write earlier. 
The President's reception everywhere has been most gratifying. 
At Baltimore Wilmington, Philadelphia, New York, the various 
places along the line of the N. Y. and Erie Railroad, at Dunkirk, 
the termination of the Road on the Lake, and at his home, in this 
City, yesterday, the demonstrations have been most gratifying. 
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I have no time now for any general account, but must defer 
that till my return. I go at 12 o'clock today, to Niagara Falls with 
Mr. Crittenden, where we will rest quietly untill Monday. Mr. 
Webster was left behind at Dunkirk, with his son Fletcher,72 who 
was taken sick on the journey. And Crittenden, being hoarse with 
cold, I was obliged to acknowledge the hospitality tendered us, 
in a speech to the people yesterday, of which I had no notice un- 
till we entered the City. The crowd however was enthusiastic, 
and inspired such emotion as enabled me to get through with 
tolerable decency, at least so my friends have kindly said. 

At Dunkirk, and divers other points, I have been obliged to 
say something, but the curiosity of the crowd, to see, and hear the 
President, & Messrs Webster and Crittenden, has generally re- 
lieved me. 

We will return here on Monday, & leave on Tuesday, by way 
of Rochester, Syracuse, and Albany, and probably reach Wash- 
ington on Saturday next. 

I have been quite well, barring a little feverish excitement 
from heat and dust, and am sun burnt from parading about Cities 
bare headed, untill I am black as a Seneca Indian, of whom we 
saw many at and in the neighborhood of Dunkirk. 

From John M. Berrien to Millard Fillmore. U. 

(Unofficial) Savannah, 

May 19th, 1851. 

Having been advised of a vacancy in the class of pursers by the 
resignation of Mr. Greene,™ I write to express to you my earnest 
desire and hope that you may consider it consistent with your 
view of the public interest to confer this appointment on Mr. 
John C. Hunter,1* in whose behalf I spoke to you before we part- 
ed. I would not urge this application if I were not entirely con- 

73 Fletcher Webster (1813-1862), of Massachusetts, a graduate of Harvard, law- 
yer, who was secretary to his father while the latter was Secretary of State. He 
was later secretary of legation in China, and a member of the state legislature. 
In the Civil War he was colonel of the Twelfth Massachusetts Regiment and was 
killed at the second battle of Manassas. 

73 Hugh W. Greene. In his eagerness to secure the appointment for a constituent, 
Berrien overlooked the fact that Greene had not resigned. 

74 John C. Hunter, of Savannah, was appointed purser in 1852. He resigned in 
1856. 
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vinced of the merits of the applicant. Indeed these are abundantly 
testified to by the recommendations on file from the leading and 
conservative merchants of this City, of which I ask your perusal. 

The intelligence of this vacancy has induced this letter, but it 
was my purpose to have written to you immediately after my re- 
turn to this place, and after I had taken time to look around me. 
The severe, protracted, and for a time apparently hopeless illness 
of Mrs. Berrien has prevented. She was attacked within five days 
after I reached home, and has to day for the first time, been able 
to sit up in her chair for half an hour. 

An observation which fell from you in our conversation on the 
morning before my departure from Washington, determined me 
to write to you, as soon as I could do so advisedly. We were speak- 
ing of the fugitive slave bill. You suggested the necessity of con- 
servative men at the South coming to the aid of men of like feel- 
ing at the North, to enable them to stand before their constitu- 
ents and the public. In connection with this, you remarked, "as 
for myself, I am already doomed"—or words to that effect. I 
thought at the time that this was a misapprehension, and further 
reflection and enquiry has satisfied me that it is so. Throughout 
the South, with the exception of a very few ultraists, I think your 
course in relation to the fugitive slave law has been applauded, 
and in the North, I trust there is sufficient conservatism among 
those who are opposed to it, to limit their efforts to its repeal or 
modification by Congress, and this would of course be confined 
to the Congressional elections. That this feeling would not oper- 
ate against you in that quarter seems to me very clear from the 
fact that it would be equally or more strongly excited against any 
one of those who are spoken of as probable candidates for the 
Presidency. 

I think the course which you have hitherto pursued on this 
subject, is calculated to operate most favorably to you, and that 
a perseverence in it, without allowing yourself to be influenced 
by alleged disapprobation, either in the North or the South, will 
be most conducive to your personal interest, as well as to the pub- 
lic welfare. You are aware that while warmly sustaining all the 
other compromise measures, I opposed as warmly the admission 
of California—always however, with a protest against disunion— 
and that as soon as my own State had determined its course, I an- 
nounced my acquiescence publicly in the Senate. In truth, 
Georgia is conservative by a very great majority. If the people 
were not disturbed by a few political leaders on opposite sides, 
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we should enjoy a perfect calm; and satisfied of this, my purpose 
is to express to you my belief that you ought not to repose the 
slightest confidence in, or allow yourself either as an individual 
or as President, to be in any degree influenced by misrepresenta- 
tions coming from whatever source that your conduct in this mat- 
ter is disapproved by the people, either North or South. 

Accept these suggestions in the spirit in which they are offered. 
Clinging to the Union as the ark of our safety, what I desire is, a 
steady administration of the public affairs; what I deplore is, the 
interference of meddlers who, with loud protestations of devotion 
to the Union, seek only to subserve their own interests. The first, 
you have given us, against the second, it is perhaps impossible en- 
tirely to guard. 

On my return I found considerable excitement on the Cuban 
affair, and many persons taking an interest in its success. By a 
strong and public denunciation of it to all with whom I con- 
versed, I have the gratification to believe that many opinions were 
changed. The number reported to have been assembled in Flori- 
da has been very much exaggerated, as I learn from Mr. Hunter, 
who volunteered to go with the Marshal when he went in pur- 
suit of Lopez and Gonzalez. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Respectfully and truly yours. 

Graham's Speech in Syracuse.75 

May 20, 1851. 

Fellow-citizens: I am exceedingly happy to meet you and to 
tender you my cordial thanks for the kind manner in which you 
have been pleased to receive the announcement of my name. 

I wish the circumstances were more favorable for cultivating a 
more familiar acquaintance with you. I happened a few years ago, 
to pass through the State of New York, but, fellow citizens, what 
I see now, I saw not then. Ten or twelve years has made almost 
as great a change in the face of the country and condition of its 
people, as a century used to make before canals and railroads were 
built to intersect the face of the whole country. 

I recollect having read in my youth, of a fabled hero who sowed 
the teeth of a dragon, and there sprung up armed men. By sowing 

From the Raleigh Register, May 28, 1851. 
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this country over with free governments and liberal institutions, 
we have had a far better race spring up to distribute happiness, 
peace & prosperity over the country. 

One of the first of American authors, and a citizen of your own 
State, has admirably contrasted the condition of your own coun- 
try, by a tale of Rip Van Winkle, by which he has rendered classi- 
cal the shores of your noble Hudson. I am sure, should he take 
up that tale again, and contrast the condition of your country then 
with its present condition, he might give quite as much interest 
to it, as he has in the work to which I have alluded. 

I rejoice that I am a citizen of that country that claims fellow- 
ship and citizenship with those I see around me, and that wher- 
ever we go in this broad land of ours, we are everywhere at home. 
Such a country, with such a people, with such Institutions, with 
such a Government, has a high destiny, and a high mission in 
the affairs of mankind. If this experiment of ours shall fail, it is 
the last hope of self Government by man upon this earth. It there- 
fore becomes us to look through the whole country and govern 
ourselves by no narrow local considerations, but to look to the 
whole as the object of our love and affection, at home and abroad, 
wherever we may be. 

Fellow-citizens—I rejoice to find that the deep seated affection 
for the Union of the States is bounded by no limits North or 
South, and that wherever we are, there is that loyalty and devo- 
tion to the government which characterises our people in an 
eminent degree. To such a Union, extending over such a surface, 
with varieties of institutions, differences of opinions may be ex- 
pected to spring up, and such difficulties as encounter all human 
institutions. It is upon such occasions as these that patriotism is 
to be shown, that men are to be found capable of meeting the 
emergencies of the times, and capable of sacrificing personal feel- 
ings and personal attachments, and gathering around the Consti- 
tution of the country. Through such a crisis we have just passed. 
The disposition of that large domain acquired in the war with 
Mexico with differences of institutions in Northern and Southern 
States, has led to a conflict of opinion which has shaken this 
Union to the centre. I am glad to find that good men, of all par- 
ties, were able to bring these matters to an adjustment during the 
last Congress, in which I hope all reasonable men will concur. 
For my part, an humble member, as I am, of the Administration 
of the government, I am here to bear my testimony to the part 
which the President of the United States has borne in this emer- 
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gency, and to say that I think when this matter is fairly considered 
and properly judged of in every part of the country, the course 
pursued by Congress, and approved of by the President, will meet 
with general approbation. [Loud applause for the President.] 

Why, my fellow citizens, should it not be so? We are composed 
of thirty-one states, bound together by a common government, 
a common language, a common history and the recollection of a 
common glory, which should warm the heart of every American 
wherever he may be. And in times of danger we know no North, 
no South, no East, no West. [Prolonged cheers.] 

Need I refer you to the revolutionary period when Southern 
men were found shedding their blood around the city of Boston, 
along the shores of the Hudson River, in every field where danger 
was to be met, or glory won! I could also refer to fields in my own 
native State, a little nearer to the Sun, where Northern men re- 
quited the obligation in a manner indicating their affection and 
gratitude. Need I also refer you to the fact, that when it became 
necessary to vindicate the National honor, again, on the borders 
of Canada, Scott and his associates from the South shed their 
blood and vindicated that honor. [Cheers.] 

Such are the recollections of the past, such the bonds of the 
Union which exist among us. 

But in these latter days it would seem as if enemies had come 
to endeavor to sow tares between us, while good men in all sec- 
tions had slept. 

My fellow-citizens, cast aside all local fanatical feelings. This 
government of ours is a practical thing, having different institu- 
tions in different portions of it. It was a labor of difficulty, of long 
and anxious trial to form the Constitution under which we live. 
It may not be the very best that could be devised, but if you de- 
stroy it, you will never get as good a one again. Hold fast to it 
therefore, if you value the happiness of the people of these States. 

Fellow-citizens—you require every man who bears office in this 
Union, from the humblest Ministerial office in the Custom House 
to the President himself, to swear to support the Constitution of 
the United States; to support it, not as an abstraction, but as a 
practical thing to be enforced by all the power of this nation, if 
it become necessary—and to support it not simply in part, but as 
a whole—to support those parts which you may not have approved, 
as well as those which you do approve. The compact is not to be 
construed to the will of the party, but according to its legitimate 
meaning. 
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But I am confident, that that Union which seems to have such 
a place in the hearts of the people, and which they have learned 
to love and respect, will be enforced by them at all hazards. 
[Cheers, cheers, cheers, for the Union.] 

If it be not supported, there is no law, no order, no security, 
no safety. Disregard one law, resist it by violence, and where is 
the security that any law will be enforced in this country. 

There are men who entertain the opinion that if they had been 
consulted at the creation, they would have made a vastly better 
world than this now is. For my part this is a good enough world. 
So I say, the Constitution of the United States—is a good enough 
Constitution for me—for all of us. [Cheers.] It may not come up 
to the transcendentalism of philosophy, but it is founded in the 
principles of liberty and justice which characterized our fore- 
fathers—and if we act as they acted, and maintain that brotherly 
feeling and affection between the North and the South, and the 
East and the West, there is no limit to the future destiny of this 
nation. 

Why, my fellow citizens, when I look upon this country about 
me now, and think of what it was, as I learn, twenty or thirty 
years ago, when the site of this beautiful city was but a morass, 
and there was hardly a house for human habitation, and what do 
I see has sprung up here; what security and reward to industry, 
what incentives to virtue, this government has conferred upon 
this people, I cannot but remember that but for this free govern- 
ment, but for this Union, securing our rights abroad and liberty 
at home, this vast valley would now be what it was when it was 
roamed over by the Indian and the bear. 

Destroy this government, let there be civil war, the shedding 
of brother's blood by brother's hands, and there is no telling to 
what depths we may be reduced by the failure of this experiment. 
I therefore say to you cast aside the advice and counsel of men 
who tell you this Union is a curse, who tell you you will be better 
off if you do not have it. Recur to the Constitution in its letter 
and spirit, go back to the times when it was formed and see what 
was the opinion of the men engaged in its formation, what the 
practices and purposes of the men when it was recommended to 
the American people, and you will find that they considered one 
part of it as binding as the other, and that the States then stood 
as sisters united in the bonds of affection and charity. 

Fellow-citizens—I will not enlarge upon this topic, though I 
confess that when I look upon this vast country and the multi- 
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tudes of people that I have beheld in my progress through it, my 
heart is expanded with the theme, and that could I find language 
equal to the grandeur of its conception, I might say something 
far more worthy of your hearing. 

Whatever may be the future fate of the country, and our fates, 
I hope that the loyalty to the Government which yet exists in this 
country, that mutual forbearance and mutual respect which has 
ever characterized the people, will bear us safely through all the 
difficulties which surround us, and transmit the institutions un- 
der which we live to the remotest posterity. [Great applause.] 

Graham's Speech at Rochester.76 

May 21, 1851. 

"Your lot is cast in a beautiful and advantageous situation. You 
have a fine climate, and you are highly favored. You are pursuing 
the course that will bring you wealth. It is to me a most gratify- 
ing sight to find such a city as this, hundreds of miles from the 
sea, with 43,000 inhabitants, with such resources and wealth dif- 
fused among the people. I see before me a military which gives 
assurance that, when their services are required, they will be 
found able and willing to do their duty. I see, too, organized 
bands of firemen able to protect your property. I see institutions 
of religion, of learning and of refinement. When I see these things 
I rejoice in my heart to be able to call this my common country. 
[Loud applause.] What else did I see? In passing, I saw the name 
of my old respected State on your banners—North Carolina— 
which I will bear with me as a compliment from the citizens of 
New York. It is a State that never was and never will be lacking 
in its devotion to the Union. That name was as refreshing to me 
as the spring to the traveller in the desert. What else have I seen? 
I have seen the flag of the Union that waves over twenty millions 
of people, and I trust will wave over hundreds of millions. 

"My venerated chief has said that he trusted the South is as 
true as the North to the constitution. The history of the past 
shows that no State has exceeded North Carolina in loyalty. When 
Boston raised the standard of freedom and revolution, thousands 
came to her aid from beyond the banks of the Potomac, and regi- 
ments from my own State fought at the battle of Long Island, at 
West Point, and at Niagara, where I was but yesterday. The men 

From the Washington National Intelligencer, May 23, 1851. 
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of the South bled and died under Scott and his associates, and 
their bones lie mouldering on both sides of the river, where they 
offered up their lives in defence of your soil, and for their com- 
mon country's honor. They have done it before, and they will do 
it again, if necessary. [Cheers.] 

"My State showed some reluctance in joining the Confederacy. 
Valuing her own independence, she was slow in making up her 
mind, and did not join till after the Union was formed. But, if 
she was the last to come in, she will be the last to come out, if the 
principles of the constitution are enforced and the laws main- 
tained. The question is not of modern origin; the same law ex- 
isted in 1812 as now. Then men of every State battled together 
for the common freedom and honor of all. Shall they do less now, 
in order to perpetuate the union of these States? One thing is 
necessary, which, in the language of Burke, brings together the 
modern elements of the world. It is faith in the Constitution, 
faith in the Union, and faith in each other. If we keep the com- 
mon bond, this Union will not only be perpetuated, but diffused 
over wider space, and among greater multitudes. What we want 
is a Union founded in loyalty, real and affectionate. Without 
there it is but a mockery. If these States never had been united, 
and stood now as independent sovereignties, as they were before 
the articles of confederation were signed, their relations would 
not have been respected, and a contact must have arisen that 
would only result in bloodshed and a war of State against State. 
In order to avoid so dire a calamity, the Constitution was formed, 
and the Father of his Country and his associates passed many 
sleepless and anxious nights in pondering upon its provisions, 
and endeavoring to make it, not perfection, but the best that the 
circumstances would permit. When several States form a common 
Government, they concede something to each other, and admit 
things that they would reject if they were making laws alone. We 
in the South do not ask you to adopt our peculiar institutions, 
but we ask you to deliver up the fugitive slave to us, as we would 
surrender the criminal to you. 

"I call, then, upon the people of the State of New York to stand 
by the laws. When in my own State I exhort my neighbors to 
show forbearance to all parts of the Union, and I ask those whom 
I meet in distant parts of the country to do the same. Carry out 
the Union, and you will have the country prosperous and happy 
to the latest posterity. Without law there is no order, and it has 
been well said that the voice of law is from the bosom of God. 
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Whatever the law is, it must be enforced, from the banks of Ni- 
agara to the Rio Grande. I look with terror on the past. It is a 
great mistake to say there was no danger. There was danger, and 
there is danger now. But I trust in the good sense and patriotism 
and good faith of the people, to carry out the laws and maintain 
the covenants and the compromises of the constitution." 

From K. Gillis.77 U. 

Oak Hill, Granville County, 

May 23rd, 1851. 

Believing that Your Excellency will not be displeased at any 
Information calculated to benefit the Country, and especially 
Your Own State, I have the Honor to address You, and in the Out 
Set beg Your Indulgence for the Intrusion. 

Near the N. W. Corner of Granville Co., I find Lime in a Car- 
bonated State, very plentiful strike. S, 30° West this lime stratum 
must pass into the County of Orange and continue its Direct 
Course. It is not a fact, Sir, that a stratum gives out, it may be 
superimposed, or interrupted by causes of disturbed forces from 
beneath, but those conjectural and misunderstood causes never 
change the Natural order. 

I believe that I have found also the Marl Stone, apparently 
very superior, but I cannot speak very confident upon the subject, 
the Rock must go through the ordeal of testing by a more Dis- 
tinguished Individual. I am making experiments in my Garden, 
I pound the Stones. If they have a good effect I will communicate 
the result to my Neighbours. 

I have also found large Veins of Copper, Yielding 62 Copper 
16 Sulphur, the Ballance (I know not) and I am Indebted to the 
Hon. Commissioner of Patents for the Information. I sent two 
small pieces in a letter addressed Mineralogical Dept. National 
Institute. He had the kindness to hand them to Proff. Gale, who 
has wrote to me on the subject, and as Your Excellency is the 
most Profound Statesman and best Whig of our State, I take the 
liberty to tell you first. 

It must be gratifying to the Statesman and to the lover of his 
Kind to know that the means of fertilizing our poor Worn Land 

771 have not been able to identify the writer, who, from various allusions to 
him, would seem to have been a geologist of some capacity. One of the Deep 
River coal mines was named for him. 
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is accessible at a trifling expense, besides other sources by which 
Labour can be divided amongst the unborn Millions. 

My obscure situation prevents my usefulness. I have spent 18 
years in following the Meanders of the Blue Ridge, not for Gain, 
but to satisfy a mind which I could not control, and impelled but 
by the one motive, viz how America was first peopled and by 
Whom and untill American and English Geologists adopt a more 
natural mode of reasoning from analogy I shall be content with 
my own opinion of the time and of the causes that overwhelmed 
millions in a watery grave, and destroyed other Existences by be- 
ing left on dry Land. The proofs and Details of which might be 
uninteresting from an obscure Individual like I am. 

In looking at a Map of Lyell's Travels The Chrystallized Gyp- 
sum of Georgia and Alabama is not mentioned, it runs East from 
the Coal series, the Coal itself runs parallel with the Land (I 
mean the true American Primordial Soil) and is a certain proof 
of the submergence of a Continent Contiguous. I have travelled 
the Coal Region through Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama on 
foot; I have also done the same on the axis and about it of the 
Blue Ridge through this State, So. Ca. Geo. & Ala. I can therefore 
form a more correct Idea of the Country than those Great & very 
learned personages who for the sake of Fame occasionally pass 
through—whose delineation may do for generalities—but fall far 
short of accurate delineation. 

As I am striving to Benefit the Country (& has been all my life) 
One Kind Expression of Grateful Thankfulness to the head of 
the Patent Office coming through so distinguished a source as 
Your Excellency is, would place me under lasting Obligation. 

I hope that You enjoy, as well as your Family, Good health and 
I pray that nothing shall Marr Your Happiness in Your Great 
Station as one of the Heads of Our Glorious Government. 

From Matthew C. Perry. A. 

"Moorings," 

Near North Tarry Town, N. Y., 

May 26th, 1851. 

Your unexpected return to Washington without stopping at 
New York, disappointed a good many, who had anticipated the 
pleasure of showing you some personal attention, as well as the 
various objects of interest in the Vicinity 
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I called on Tuesday, and the two following days, at the Irving 
House in the expectation of seeing you, and had in consultation 
with others so arranged, as to make your stay agreeable, without 
too much of public parade, which however, being inseperable to 
your position, could not well have been entirely avoided, more 
especially since your tour through Western New York, which I 
learn from all quarters has had a most happy influence in favour 
of the policy of the present administration. 

We may still hope to see you here some time during the Sum- 
mer, in such event I shall be glad to be apprised of the Contem- 
plated day of your arrival in the City, as I may have it in my pow- 
er to aid in rendering your visit agreeable. 

From George Little. U. 

Raleigh, 

May 27th, 1851. 

Our citizen Raboteau78 of the Times has abandoned his paper 
and gone to parts unknown. When last heard from, he was in 
Baltimore, very heavy embarrassments (for his means) it is al- 
leged, is the cause of this singular conduct. 

In a conversation I had with Major Hinton this morning, we 
concluded to write and ask the favor of you to cause some little 
printing patronage, if possible, to be bestowed on Thos. J. Lemay, 
of the "Star." He is now sole Editor, and I am inclined to think, 
regrets some little heresies he allowed to crop in his paper awhile 
ago, when under the management of his son. The Star has a pret- 
ty extensive circulation amongst an influential class (the Metho- 
dists) in our State. And while the printing would help him pe- 
cuniarily, and enlarge or increase his ability to be more effective, 
it would augment his zeal in support of the administration. 

The President's tour has been watched with some degree of 
solicitude by his friends here; and it is very gratifying to notice 
with what cordiality and enthusiasm, him and his Cabinet have 
been greeted at every point. 

It gives me great pleasure to say the part taken by yourself in 
these proceedings has been peculiarly gratifying to your friends 
in this region—and to none more so, than, to myself. 

78 C. C. Raboteau. 
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From William L. Dayton. A. 

Trenton, N. J., 

May 29th, 1851. 

My attention has just been called to a fact that I hope you will 
excuse my bringing to your notice. One of the Editors of the New 
Jersey State Gazette, published in this City, has just been asking 
me why it is that the usual advertising patronage of the Departm. 
has not been extended by our friends at Washington to the New 
Jersey Press? 

For instance, under the late administration, the Blue Book of 
'49 shows about $1000 paid to the Democratic Editors of this City 
for advertising, over and above that paid for publishing the Cong, 
laws, while (excepting for the laws) comparatively nothing has 
been paid under our administration to the State Gazette, the most 
efficient & only Whig paper of the City. 

These matters are most important as respects the support of 
the local press, and I have ventured to assure the Editors of the 
Gazette that there was no intention, I am sure, to cut off the State 
from its legitimate proportion of advertising patronage. Of course 
no such patronage would be asked where it is not strictly right 
and just to the Government to advertise here; but much of the 
supplies of the Navy, for instance, the Phila. Navy Yard, Phila 
Naval Asylum, are the growth and production of this State, and 
are doubtless to a greater or less extent supplied from here. The 
Navy Yard is on the waters of the Delaware, the common boun- 
dary between us and Penna. and over which we have a concurrent 
jurisdiction. 

Would it not be in every respect right that the Proposals &c for 
these supplies be here published? I am sure you will appreciate 
the motive & excuse these suggestions. 
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From John H. Bryan. A. 

Raleigh, 

May 29th, 1851. 

Notwithstanding your kind offices it seems that Frank79 could 
not go with Col. Graham80—Col. G's requisition for him arrived 
at San Antonio in time for him to get ready—but Genl. Harney81 

said he needed him to go with Col. Hardee82 upon an expedition 
against the Comanches where he has gone I suppose. 

By his last letter dated 28 Apl. he said he sh'd leave with Col. 
Hardee "the day after tomorrow." 

I hope on his return he may be ordered to some appropriate 
duty in the old States. 

I am much indebted to you for the manly & patriotic senti- 
ments which you repeatedly declared on your late tour—they are 
the doctrines of the Constitution and are sound and conservative. 

We are all more and more pleased with the course of the Presi- 
dent & he is daily growing into favour in the South. 

His course is noble and Statesmanlike, and such as a Southern 
Patriot can sustain. He seems to be deeply imbued with the prin- 
ciples of Washington. 

To James Graham. U. 

Washington City, 

May 30th, 1851. 

The newspapers will have furnished you some account of the 
recent tour of the President, and party, through New York. The 

79 Francis Theodore Bryan (1823-1919), who, after graduation from the Uni- 
versity, entered West Point. He lived long enough to be the oldest living graduate 
of both institutions. He served in the Mexican War, and, when the Civil War 
came, remained in the service, with the frank notice that he would not serve 
against the South. He was assigned to service in the Northwest for the duration. 

80 James Duncan Graham (d. 1865), a native of Virginia, and a graduate of West 
Point, who headed the scientific corps for marking the Mexican and Canadian 
boundaries. He was on the Lakes survey during the Civil War. 

81 William Selby Harney (1800-1889), of Tennessee, who entered the army as 
a lieutenant in 1818. He saw service in the Florida and Mexican wars, becoming 
a colonel in 1846. He was an able cavalry commander. He was retired in 1863 as 
a major general, having had no command during the Civil War. 

83 William Joseph Hardee (1815-1873), of Georgia, a graduate of West Point, 
who rose rapidly in the army. He was sent to Europe for special study and as an 
observer, was promoted lieutenant colonel in the Mexican War, and was a fine 
officer and hard fighter. He rose to lieutenant general in the Confederate army. 
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reception every where was most respectful, and cordial, and in 
many instances, in the highest degree imposing. In the City of 
New York there were 5000 men under arms, and in looking back 
and forward as the procession moved for more than a mile up 
Broadway, it seemed like a vast river of human beings—But in 
those great Cities of the West, Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, we 
saw more of the state of society and of public sentiment, and I 
am gratified in believing that there is a more conservative and 
wholesome state of opinion there, than I had formerly supposed. 

The National Whigs there were much elated with the visit, and 
believe that much was effected by it in correcting false opinion. 
The Hooker democrats were not behind the Whigs, in demon- 
strations of respect, and adherence to the compromise measures, 
while the abolitionists cowered, and kept out of the way. I had 
not expected to take any part in public addresses, but Webster 
stopping at Buffalo, and Crittenden becoming hoarse, with the 
desire of the people to hear from everybody, I was put into requi- 
sition, especially upon the return tour, and took occasion to pre- 
sent distinctly to their attention the duties of Northern men in 
suppressing abolition sentiments. Our friends professed them- 
selves much pleased with this,83 and J. C. Spencer, who heartily 
cooperates with us, expressed himself highly pleased with my re- 
marks at the dinner in Albany. 

I travelled so rapidly, that I effected nothing in the way of busi- 
ness, and expect to return in the course of the summer to visit the 
Navy Yards in Phila. and N. Y. 

The Erie Railroad is a stupendous work, and has been con- 
structed with wonderful energy. Indeed, the public works of New 
York are spreading over the Country so as to give every section 
the advantages of contiguity to the Cities. 

#    #    #    #    # 

83 The Richmond Republican, commenting on the speeches, was quoted in the 
Raleigh Register, May 28, 1851, as follows: "Secretary Graham. This gentleman, 
who is with the President on the visits to Lake Erie, has been several times called 
out to speeches by the people. Every reader must be struck with the chaste, modest, 
manly and patriotic tone of these unpremeditated efforts of Mr. Graham. He has 
done honor to the good old State of his birth and reflected credit on the whole 
South. The occasion has afforded proof that the judgment of President Fillmore 
was well exercised in calling the gifted Carolinian to a place in his Cabinet." 
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From Isaac E. Holmes.** U. 

San Francisco, 

May 31st., 1851. 

I deem it proper to inform you that much indignation has been 
caused here by the recall of Commander Petigru,85 upon the sug- 
gestion of the brother of Mr. Withers, who committed a most 
atrocious murder & was acquitted upon the extraordinary ground 
that there was a repeal by the Constitution of California of all 
former laws, and therefore, at the time of the murder, no law for 
killing a man. This is not the only murder committed by the 
scoundrel—he left the Atlantic for a similar offence, I am inform- 
ed, & since he fled to Mexico— (for he dare not come into Cali- 
fornia)—he is said to have committed another homicide. 

Petigru's conduct met the approbation of the authorities, and 
even the friends of Withers' brother are very indignant at the 
charges bro't against Petigru. Petigru never rec'd any reward & 
intended if it had been tendered him, to have given it to the Epis- 
copal Church, which is here struggling into existence. We need 
all the assistance of the Army and Navy to enforce Law and order 
in this place, and it is to be regretted that any censure should 
have been thrown upon a worthy officer, who is supposed to have 
done good service. 

I am here actively engaged in my profession, with bright pros- 
pects, and am a Spanish student, preparing for the Great Land 
Causes. 

Nothing you may hear of California is beyond the truth—the 
Gold is inexhaustible, and fortunes may be rapidly made. But 
the quickness with which People may be rich, tempts them to 
great hazards. The house in which I keep my office hires for four 
thousand dollars per month, or forty eight thousand dollars per 
year, with monthly interest to compound. 

There is great dissatisfaction here with the President for not 
sending out the Commissioners. I explain the matter to them— 
But still they are not satisfied. The titles to Land are in a shock- 
ing condition. No man knows if he be, or not, an owner. There 
is great disposition here to take lower California & Sonora & (if 
the U. States don't give the Californians the money collected by 

84 Isaac E. Holmes, of Charleston, South Carolina, who had just made the first of 
his moves to California. 

85 Thomas Petigru, a brother of James L. Petigru, of Charleston,  entered  the 
navy in 1812 and was promoted to commander in 1841. 
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Gen'l Riley)86 to form a separate Confederacy. I do assure you 
the thing is frequently spoken of. The not sending on the money 
to treat with the Indians is another cause of complaint. 

By the bye. You ought to have a Sloop of War regularly visit- 
ing the Polinesian Isles. Our Commerce is becoming important 
with them. 

When is the Dry Dock to be commenced? 
Depend upon it, this State is worth looking after. 

From Millard Fillmore. A. 

The President would be happy to see 
the Hon. Secretary of the Navy, 

on Wednesday next at 1 O'clock P. M., 
to examine drawings for 
enlargement of Capitol. 

Monday ) 
) 

June 2nd. 1851.    ) 

From John D. Hyman.87 U. 

Fond du Lac, 

Wisconsin. 

June 2nd., 1851. 

I trust you will pardon me for the privilege I take in address- 
ing you this letter, but I feel, in a measure, warranted in so doing, 
inasmuch as I am a native of the old North State. I have had the 
pleasure of shaking you by the hand, tho' it is very probable you 
have forgotten it. It was in the town of Hillsboro', N. C, in which 
is your residence. 

* Bennett Riley (1787-1853), of Maryland, who entered the army in 1812 and 
remained in the service until 1850, rendering brilliant service in all the wars of 
his time. He was provisional governor of California, and called the convention 
which adopted the state constitution. Although a major general by brevet, he 
retired as a colonel. 

87 John D. Hyman, a native of Edgecombe County, who attended the University 
briefly, and then went to Wisconsin. A few years later he and Zebulon B. Vance 
were editing the Asheville Spectator. In 1864 he became editor of the Daily Con- 
servative (Raleigh), which was regarded as the organ of the Vance administration. 
The Raleigh Register, May 28, 1851, carried a complimentary mention of Fillmore 
and Graham from his paper, the Fond du Lac Patriot. 
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Whilst you were Governor of the State, I was a pupil of Wm. J. 
Bingham who taught a select school at Clover Garden, some 
twelve miles from Hillsboro'. I was under the tuition of Mr. Bing- 
ham near two years, when I went to Hillsboro', and became a 
student in the Caldwell Institute, in which I prepared for the 
Sophomore Class at Chapel Hill. Whilst at Hillsboro' I had an 
introduction to you, I think by Dr. Wilson. Having gone to Cha- 
pel Hill, I joined the Sophomore Class irregularly, and commenced 
the study of Law with Judge Battle. After I left him, I obtained 
license to practice in the County Courts. I then returned to my 
native County, old Edgecomb, only to spend a few brief weeks, 
for I left my native home in the Spring of '49 for California. I 
went to New York City, whence I intended to sail for the land of 
gold, but was induced to relinquish my intention, by some friends, 
and come to Wisconsin. I went to the city of Milwaukee, and com- 
menced the practice of Law. I remained there some fourteen 
months. Being somewhat of a politician, I was induced to go to 
Oshkosh, a considerable village at the mouth of the Fox River, 
and edit an Administration Whig paper. I met with but poor 
success, as the County was composed mostly of freesoilers. Having 
published the Oshkosh Republican six months, with patronage 
not sufficient to warrant its publication longer, I came to this 
place, (Fond du Lac) expended all my means to enlarge my pa- 
per, and commenced the publication of the "Fond du Lac Pa- 
triot," some six weeks ago. (I send you some Nos.) The 'Patriot' 
is the only Whig paper in the Northern part of the State, and is 
acknowledged to be the only bona fide Administration paper in 
the State, except the "Wisconsin Statesman," published at Madi- 
son. 

No government printing is done by any paper in the Northern 
part of this State. Considering this fact, and that I have supported 
and will continue to support, the present administration, I deem 
it nothing more than justice that I should receive some govern- 
mental patronage. As you are from North Carolina, which I love 
sincerely, I have taken the liberty of addressing you in this per- 
haps too familiar way, to request that you would use your in- 
fluence in procuring for me such patronage as a faithful and con- 
sistent servant deserves. The only papers in this State that are 
recipients of governmental favor are some avowedly, and others 
secretly, strongly opposed to the Compromise and the Administra- 
tion. There is the Sentinel, published at Milwaukee, a strong 
Seward paper, and yet filled with printing "By Authority." The 
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postmaster at this place, C. M. Thompkins, was a strong Seward 
man 'till he was appointed, and even now, gives vent occasionally 
to his Abolition notions, & "higher law" absurdities. There is the 
Receiver of the Green Bay Land Office, who is opposed to the Ad- 
ministration. 

Mr. Graham, I am poor, but am honest, though I say it myself, 
(Mr. Bingham & Dr. Wilson will certify to my character) and 
expect to rise or fall in the new enterprize in which I have em- 
barked. I have arrayed myself against the multitude here. I am 
denounced and abused by the anti-slavery men as being a "Slave 
Catcher," because I advocate the faithful execution of the Fugi- 
tive Slave Law. But this opposition only urges me to renewed 
efforts. Will you smile upon my efforts, by speaking a kind word 
in my behalf? Will you procure me the publication of such laws 
as are required to be published? I see that some Tennessee paper 
has hoisted the name of Millard Fillmore for President, and yours 
for Vice President. The Raleigh Register favors the suggestion. I 
don't know of any banner I could fight under with more zeal. So 
far as you are concerned, I should feel a State pride in advocating 
your claims, independent of other considerations equally as 
strong. 

Begging your kind pardon for thus tresspassing upon your at- 
tention. 

From James Graham. U. 

Earhart Place, 

June 3rd., 1851. 

I received your letter, written before your departure for a ride 
on the Erie R. Road, and I see from the N. Y. Express you have 
had a brilliant tour to the Lake and back from it. I think your 
remarks in the City of N. York, and at Syracuse, will have a good 
effect to the South, as well as the North. I am much pleased to 
see the President has come out so openly and boldly against the 
Abolition movements in New York. I anticipate the happiest re- 
sults to the Whig cause, and the Union party from that Presiden- 
tial tour. It will give the Administration confidence in the minds 
of the people, and confirm the wavering in right principles. 

I deeply regret the Administration has not a better and more 
able organ at Washington. The Intelligencer & Republic want 
tact and spirit to give affairs a proper turn at the right time. 
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Gaither is a candidate for Congress against Clingman. I think he 
may beat him. But Gaither is not popular. In his failure he has 
rendered himself unpopular with some influential men. I heard 
their first speeches at Rutherford Court. Gaither made a good 
impression. He is not well informed in politicks. I gave him much 
useful information, and made numerous suggestions to him. 
Clingman is not popular, but the misfortune is, they have no 
popular man in the district to oppose him. 

In the Charlotte District, Dockery and Dargan,88 both Whigs, 
are candidates, and Green Caldwell is a candidate because two 
Whigs are out. Caldwell will be elected, if the Three run. The 
Whigs in this State have some very impractical men. They must 
rule or Ruin. I hope a Convention will meet, and nominate a 
suitable candidate so as to unite the Whig party and the Union 
party. 

We have had a long drought here. Our Crops are backward. 
I still have no overseer at either place, and it confines me too 
much. I must get some one soon. 

When in Rutherford lately, I heard a Report that Gen'l Edney 
was about to resign his Consulship at Palermo, and return home. 
If that Report be true, I would recommend a Dr. Collet Leven- 
thorpe89 of Rutherford, to fill the vacancy. He is the son-in-law 
of Gen'l Bryan of Rutherfordton. He is Gold-mining six miles 
from the Village. He was born in England, and came a number 
of years since to the United States. He is a well educated, correct, 
gentlemanly man. He took the first honor at the Charleston 
(S. C.) Medical College. He is a pretty good French Schollar, and 
of modest, refined, manners. He deserves the Consulship if it be 
vacant. His main object is to travel. 

The Rail R. is being finished rapidly up towards Charlotte and 
Yorkville. . . . 

88 Atlas Jones Dargan, of Anson County, a Member of the Commons, 1850-1860, 
1864-1867. 

89 Collet Leventhorpe (1815-1889), a native of Devonshire, England, educated at 
Winchester College, ensign and captain in the British army, saw service in Ireland, 
the West Indies, and in Canada. He resigned and came to the United States in 
1842, studied medicine in Charleston, and settled in North Carolina. In the Civil 
War he was a Confederate colonel, and was promoted brigadier in 1865. 
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From Hinton R. Helper. 

San Francisco, Cal., 

June 3rd, 1851. 

Seeing the enclosed paragraph containing the melancholy ac- 
count of your Nephew's death, in yesterday morning's Alta Cali- 
fornian, and not knowing whether his family at home would re- 
ceive any direct intelligence of it or not, I thought it would be 
nothing amiss in me as an acquaintance and native of the same 
States as his, to communicate it to you, in the hopes that you 
would be able to furnish the sad news to his relatives and friends 
in Carolina. 

What is said in this scrip of Newspaper is all that I have yet 
been able to learn of the circumstances, conditions, &c of the af- 
fair. I knew James F., your nephew, when we both lived in Caro- 
lina, he in Lincoln County, and I in Salisbury, Rowan County, 
but never had the pleasure of a very intimate acquaintance with 
him. I did not arrive in this place until about a week ago, and 
at that time calling upon a Carolina friend, Jeremiah Clarke, a 
lawyer from Salisbury, he informed me that James had come to 
California, and that he (James) had left a part of his money in 
his hands for safe keeping. I do not recollect the amount, nor 
have I seen Mr. Clarke since. I have not seen James since he and 
I left N. C. 

If I knew that his nearer relations still lived in Lincoln County 
I would not trouble you with this matter, but would write to 
them at once, but I know his brother Joseph and some others re- 
moved to the West, and was not certain but what they all had 
done the same. 

From Charles W. Johnston. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

June 3rd, 1851. 

I will beg the favor of obtruding myself for a few moments to 
make some enquiry in regard to our Stock in the N. C. Rail Road. 
You are aware that the contracts are to be mostly let out in this 
month—that part from Pratt's Store to Alamance County line on 
the 25th. inst. at Hillsboro'. I would much prefer you would take 
my portion of the Stock. My growing infirmities and increasing 
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physical abilities impairing, that I begin to distrust myself. Be- 
sides, I feel unable without disposing of property to commence 
operations under such circumstances as I would wish. Were I ten 
years younger, I could make money by a contract. My plan would, 
according to present understanding, be, to take a contract double 
the am't of our subscription, purchase ten or fifteen young negroe 
fellows, insure them, go to Baltimore and Hire an experienced 
R. R. laborer for an Overseer, buy there all such implements as 
I would need for the Road as I could not make at Home, put a 
Smith and tools on the road for repairing and making such as he 
could that would be needed, get a portable Saw mill. Make our 
hirehand our Overseer, concentrate the hands as near as proper 
and possible. Build comfortable shanties, commence operations 
& go ahead; & with 25 hands I could in two years complete the 
contract. In the mene time, make the provisions at Home for 
the construction, so as to be at as little outlay as possible. Besides, 
get a contract for as much excavation and embankment as could be 
conveniently worked and for this purpose procure two or three 
Handcars. When completed the Hands could be probably sold 
for more than their original cost. 

The white laborers with us that might be hired know nothing 
about work, besides they are too much accustomed to holidays, 
and would not do the negroes any good working side by side. 
This is the plan that suggests itself to me. I have no kind of ex- 
perience at all in R. Road Operations, and can't say such a plan 
is tenable. 

Will you be so good, if not too Officially absorbed, to propose 
such plans and directions as in your experience and better Judg- 
ment you prefer, with such limitations as will eventually succeed. 
I entirely submit with the hope you will take my Stock. If not, I 
seek shelter under your wing. As I have always felt save under 
your protection. 

The seeds you had the goodness to send us have succeeded very 
well, except the Tea, the Majoram, & Chilian Clover seed. The 
lettuce is admirable, as also the radish. I hope after your pleasant 
Northern excursion you have returned in perfect health to caress 
the progeny. 

Our Humble but sincere respects to Mrs. Graham & Family. 
With the hope and expectation that the next Presidential Chair 

will be Occupied by the Present Secretary of the Navy— 
I beg to subscribe myself your devoted friend Sc Humble Serv- 

ant. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 117 

From Hugh Waddell. U. 

Home, 

June 10th, 1851. 

You spoke of visiting us in the Spring, but I fear your North- 
ern trip will compel you to postpone the one home for some time. 
If I did not hope to see you soon, I would write on a subject of 
deep interest to me, & I think yourself also—I mean the purchase 
of Coal lands in Chatham, where there is now the finest field for 
realizing an immense fortune ever presented in America, as I 
verily believe. Messrs. Herndons of Oxford, John A. Gilmer, 
Chesley F. Faucett, & James S. Leathers of Orange have all joined 
me in a conditional contract for several thousand acres & we wish 
to increase the quantity; no risque whatever is seen—the owners 
of the land enter into written contracts under seal to convey the 
lands to us whenever we say we will take them between this and 
1st. Jan'y, and we are in the mean time to have them carefully 
examined for Coal, but we are in no way bound to take them— 
only to have them examined, & if we like them, then to say so, 
pay down l/3d the price & take title, mortgaging them for the 
pay't of the other 2/3ds—we have purchased at 5 & 6 $s pr. acre!!— 

Such contracts could not be made anywhere else in America 
than N. C. In Pennsylv'a they sell at the purchaser's risque. 

Dr. McClennahan, being our agent, unluckily let out the se- 
cret, & immediately a Northern Company sent him authority to 
buy $100,000 worth of those lands immediately, & at Chatham 
Court a few days since he had purchased $76,000 worth, & was 
filling up the balance of the order daily. 

Now what I wished to tell you (if here) was that if you were 
willing I could have you made a Partner with us; there is no 
risque, for Jas. Leathers will probably go North before we say we 
will take the lands & sell as much as will pay for 20 times the lands 
we will have purchased. Indeed, soon as Professor W. R. John- 
son's 90 Report and Map are published, Pennsyl'a Capitalists will 
be here to buy at almost any price. 

80 Walter Rogers Johnson (1794-1854), a native of Massachusetts, a graduate of 
Harvard, who, after teaching for some years, became a specialist in surveying coal 
and iron deposits. He was professor in the University of Pennsylvania, and chemist 
of the Smithsonian. He was the first secretary of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 
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I hear the common price there is from $200 to $400. per acre 
for Coal lands, & this Coal is not only pronounced the best, but 
can be got to market cheaper than any other. 

Suppose you enquire of Prof'r Johnson & write me whether you 
are willing to go in. 

We, however, have declined to let in 2 or 3, & my own influ- 
ence, I doubt not, will be sufficient to procure your name a place. 
Think of it and write me. 

Y'r friends here are delighted with the manner in which you 
have acquitted yourself on the Northern Tour, & you see the ef- 
fect in all the Papers, North & South, even the Democratic Jour- 
nal of Wilmington joins in the universal acclaim. God grant that 
you may grow in favour with all America, until you shall be 
placed at it's head. 

•    •.*■*• 

From John J. Crittenden. U. 

June 12th, 1851. 

Be pleased to send to Mr. Webster a copy of my opinion on 
the Florida claims. 

It has been made a subject of diplomatic correspondence by 
the Spanish Minister, and that fact was communicated to this 
office, with a request for a copy of my opinion when delivered. 

The claimants wish a copy furnished immediately to the Sect'y 
of State. You have many clerks, and I but two, and those two 
much engaged in other business, and I, therefore, request that 
you will have a copy made and sent to Mr. Webster. 

From James Cooper*1 U. 

Pottsville 

June 12th. 1851. 

You may remember that shortly after your appointment to the 
office which you now hold, I ventured to commend to you the 
"Daily News," and ask for it the patronage of your Department. 
I was induced to do this from the fact that it was the only paper 

91 James Cooper (1810-1863), of Pennsylvania, a native of Maryland, a graduate 
of Washington (now Washington and Jefferson) College, lawyer, state legislator 
and attorney general, Whig Member of Congress, 1839-1843, United States Senator, 
1849-1855. He was a brigadier general in the Civil War. 
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in Philadelphia (and at that time almost the only one in the 
State) which gave a cordial support to the Compromise Measures 
or showed any inclination to cultivate amicable relations with 
the South. The "North American" and "Daily Sun," the former 
professing to be a Whig, and the latter a native American newspa- 
per, were both ultra advocates of Free Soil in its most offensive 
sense, and opposed to all concession and accommodation. My own 
course in favor of the Compromise was denounced by them as 
treasonable; and the most vituperative epithets were bestowed on 
every one who dared to counsel conciliation. The "Enquirer," 
the only remaining Whig paper in Philadelphia, was neutral; 
and the Whig papers throughout the State were, with few excep- 
tions, hostile to every kind of compromise. 

The "News," as I have already stated, was from the beginning 
an active advocate of the Compromise and of conciliation gen- 
erally; and on this account has been under the ban of the State 
administration and Custom House, who have done every thing 
in their power to break it down. But the opposition it has en- 
countered, powerful as it has been, has not prevented it from 
standing up boldly for the Compromise; and the revolution now 
going on in the public sentiment of the Whig party, on the sub- 
ject of Slavery, is more owing to the efforts of the News than any 
other paper in the State. 

At the time I first spoke to you on this subject, you were good 
enough to order that the name of the "News" should be put on 
the list of the papers on which the patronage of the Department 
was to be confered. Since then the whole of the Whig delegation 
from the State, with the exception of Mr. Thaddeus Stevens,92 

has recommended it to Mr. Webster for the publication of the 
laws. I mention this to show the estimation in which the "News" 
is held. 

Latterly, I understand it has received two or three small jobs 
of advertizing from your Department; and that along with the 
other Whig papers of the City, it has published the Advertizement 
for supplies for the Navy, but without any special order to do so. 
My object in writing to you at this time, is to call your attention 
to the position which the News has always occupied on National 
questions, and the services it has rendered to the country and the 

ra Thaddeus Stevens (1792-1868), of Pennsylvania, a native of Vermont, graduate 
of Dartmouth, lawyer, state legislator, delegate to the Constitutional Convention 
of 1838, Whig Member of Congress, 1849-1853, Republican Member of Congress, 
1859-1868, leader of the violent Radicals during Reconstruction, and chairman of 
the managers in the impeachment trial of Andrew Johnson. 
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party by its independent course; and to beg that the patronage of 
your Department may be bestowed upon and continued with it. 
I hope also, as it has published the advertizement for supplies, 
though without any special order to do so, it may be paid. 

The friends of the Compromise Measures have had a hard 
battle to fight here; and as the News was for a long time the only 
paper through which they could make known their views, they 
all feel a desire that it should be sustained. Its conductors, Messrs. 
Sanderson & Flanigan, are able and energetic men, the former a 
member of the State Convention from the County, the latter from 
the City; and both elected in spite of the opposition of the Gov- 
ernor and the Custom House. 

I feel a great desire that the "News" should be sustained, and 
the more so, that its advocacy of my own course on the Compro- 
mise Measures, subjected it to the hostility of the Governor, and 
those who think with him on the subject of slavery. 

Untill lately, all the papers in the State which advocated the 
Compromise Measures, were papers got up and supported by 
their friends. The support of these papers, without aid from the 
State government, has become burthensome; and we are com- 
pelled to look for aid to the government whose policy they sustain, 
and we hope we shall not do so in vain. 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

[Charlotte,] 

June 13th., 1851. 

It affords me much pleasure to inform you that the difficulties 
in our Congressional D't are entirely harmonized, and that Gen'l 
Dockery is the sole candidate of the Whigs. We will make every 
effort to give him the full majority of the D't. Some of our friends 
have been led away by the excitement in South Carolina, whose 
immediate proximity to the large majority of Counties compos- 
ing the district and the constant communication with her peo- 
ple—incident to our business relations—would, of course produce 
some effect on the younger portion of the community. I have 
great hopes that our acquisitions from the reflecting and conserva- 
tive portion of the democracy will counterbalance any losses 
which we may sustain from the influences referred to. I entertain 
no doubt of the General's success, by an increased vote upon his 
predecessor. 
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Gaither is a candidate, as you are aware, with doubtful but im- 
proving chances of triumph. The Eastern portion of the D't will 
sustain him by a large majority, but the contest is rendered un- 
certain by the transmountain vote, where the democracy have a 
strength more nearly equal to the Whigs, which I fear will be 
wholly given to Clingman. The district and the one formerly rep- 
resented by Stanly, are rendered very doubtful. I hope sincerely 
that our friends will be able to rally in the Newbern district, on 
Mr. Donnel,93 or some available man. Perhaps if you would ad- 
dress Mr. Washington, he might be induced to reverse his de- 
termination to decline. Certainly he places himself in an unenvi- 
able position by declining a nomination, which it is scarcely 
probable that he did not know would be tendered to him by the 
convention. I regard the fate of the district as even more doubt- 
ful than before by this unexpected event. 

It is a matter of deep regret to us all to have lost our estimable 
friend, Mr. Lord, of Salisbury. He died last week, after a very 
short illness. His public spirit, and, latterly, his deep interest in 
the North Carolina Rail Road, gave additional value to a char- 
acter adorned by every private virtue. 

Your friends and the friends of the administration generally, 
shared in the gratification afforded by the president's visit to New 
York. Its moral influence will, I have no doubt, be most important, 
and the deductions which all make, that, in a region peculiarly 
under the influence of the fanatical errors of the times, the course 
of the President has been received with such demonstrations of 
enthusiastic favour, settle the question that the heart of the 
Northern population is sound in its devotion to the constitution 
and the Union, whatever it may feel on the subject of Slavery. I 
regret that Mr. Webster should have avowed the opinion that the 
admission of Slave States was unconstitutional. I think, with great 
admiration and respect for him, that this was unnecessary, and 
is in some degree, in appearance at least, inconsistent with his 
devotion to the measures of the Compromise, on which the glory 
of the administration depends. For it is stipulated in the Terri- 
torial Bills that Utah and New Mexico shall come in as slave 
states, provided the people in the formation of their State Consti- 
tutions engraft a provision tolerating the institution of slavery. 
It is by the force of these liberal provisions that we are enabled 
to meet the enemies of the administration, and I fear greatly that 
the avowal of Mr. Webster may weaken us in the South. It is 

83 Donnell. 
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already seized, as you see, by all the demagogues of our Country, 
by the Newspaper press of the democratic party, and I would be 
gratified—indeed I think it would be useful—that the President 
should not be understood as entertaining an opinion which I 
know at best is but an abstraction—of no practical value—but is 
susceptible of misconstruction, and plausible perversion at least. 

The enlarged and liberal views of Mr. Webster, his unanswer- 
able argument at Albany in behalf of the fugitive Slave law—are 
welcomed with great enthusiasm by his friends, and with un- 
doubted evidences of approbation by all true patriots, and, except 
as to the opinion I have alluded to, would, in the Southern sec- 
tion of the confederacy, have done more to strengthen the friends 
of the Union than any event since the passage of the Compromise 
Bills. 

It is now apparent that the Whigs of the South cannot rally 
for the next Presidency on any other person so readily as on Mr. 
Fillmore. Indeed, except the interest felt in Pennsylvania for 
Gen'l Scott, no other name connected with the Whigs is spoken 
of. The misfortune for Gen'l Scott, however it may be in fact— 
that he is affected by a suspicion of Sewardism—and on the great 
question of the times, is at least uncommitted. Would a demon- 
stration from North Carolina, on behalf of President Fillmore, 
be desirable? Indeed I am not certain that, in your position, the 
question can be propounded to you with propriety. If you have 
doubt about it, or decide against it, pass it by. Prudence is so es- 
sential in the warfare of politics, that I would reluctantly take a 
step which, tho' I believe the State of No. C. is ripe for the move- 
ment, might have an inauspicious influence in other quarters. 

I hope you will not hesitate to address me on any matter in 
which I may be useful to the administration. Tho' my official 
position excludes me from public participation in political mat- 
ters, I abandon no principle or duty to the Country because I 
hold an office. 

#    #    #    #    # 

P. S. I need not add that I feel grateful to the administration and 
to yourself in particular, for many kindnesses—and not among the 
least, for the appointment of my brother-in-law to the office of 
the Collectorship at Wilmington. It was very important to him. 
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From James W. Bryan. U. 

Philadelphia, 

June 18th., 1851. 

I wrote you on yesterday. Since then, our mutual friend, Mr. 
John Burgwyn,94 has expressed to me a very great desire to dine 
with President Fillmore, and I have promised to aid him in the 
matter. 

Mr. Burgwyn leaves here for Washington with his daughter, 
Miss Emily, en route to the Virginia Springs. Burgwyn is a great 
friend of the administration, and also of yours; he is travelling 
about the Country, and is possessed of the notion that Mr. Fill- 
more should be re-elected with you for Vice, and his heart is set 
upon dining with his daughter at the President's table. 

I hope you will bring it about, as Burgwyn is not only a clever, 
hospitable gentleman, but the Administration would loose noth- 
ing by such a courtesy, & I know of no man in the nation that 
would relish such an honor more. Burgwyn will call on you, & I 
pray you, have him at the President's to dinner. 

To John Herritage Bryan. 

D. John H. Bryan Mss. 

Washington City, 

June 18th., 1851. 

I am pleased to learn that you were gratified with the incidents 
of the President's tour to Lake Erie, and especially to perceive 
that you properly appreciated his principles of action and devo- 
tion to the public welfare. 

I believe I am free from partiality in declaring that no man, 
since the days of Genl. Washington, has been actuated by more 
disinterested and elevated motives in his administration of the 
Government, and without pretensions to the learning and experi- 
ence of some of his predecessors, few of them have equalled him in 
practical statesmanship. 

61 Presumably John Fanning Burgwyn   (1783-1869), of Wilmington, New York, 
and New Bern, merchant and planter. 
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I think the result of a visit to New York will be beneficial. But 
it is not to be disguised that the abolition faction are more exas- 
perated againt this, than any previous administration, for all the 
political abolitionists with Whig affinities have had their hopes 
completely frustrated by it. If Southern people shall not rally to 
its support, it must demonstrate that they are really for disunion, 
or that they are paltering with the great and delicate interest of 
the slaveholders as a stake in a political game. One thing at least 
is certain; no President ever before met abolitionism full in the 
face and throttled it (witness Mr. Polk's approval of the Wilmot 
Proviso in Oregon Bill), and none will ever do it again, if the 
party most benefitted and protected by his action, requites his 
maintenance of their constitutional rights with calumny and de- 
traction. On the passage of the compromise measures, and the 
fine stand of the President in support of them, I thought, wTe of 
the South had a new lease for slave property, and that it was more 
secure than it had been for the last quarter of a century. 

But when one set of men at the South determine to compro- 
mise as on aggression, and another set, less bold, pretend to give 
a reluctant acquiescence, but affect to believe that the administra- 
tion is not maintaining it in good faith, I look upon both as the 
worst practical enemies of the slaveholder, and doing more to 
weaken the tenure of his property, than all Northern abolition- 
ists ever can or will do. But I weary you. 

#    #    #    #    # 

From Isaac Newton.95 A. 

Philadelphia, 

6th. Mo. 20th, 1851. 
Respected Friend 

I have sent the ahind quarter of our South-down Lamb and 
some Butter as a Mark of Respect and Gratitude I feel towards 
the for the kind treatment I Received from the when I was in 
Washington. Friend Graham, I received a letter this Morning 
from Washington from my Friend Richard Randolph Stating 
that Millard Fillmore and William A. Grayham was to Be the 
Candidates for the Presidency and Vice President. I am pleased 

86 Isaac Newton (1800-1867), a native of New Jersey, who moved to Pennsylvania, 
farmer, the first Federal Commissioner of Agriculture, by appointment of Pres- 
ident Lincoln, whose friend and confidential adviser he was. 
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to hear it, it will go well in Pennsylvania. The Prosperity of Our 
Country is in sutch a flourishing Condition at this time, the peo- 
ple do not wish a Change, there is an Under Current in our 
Country that can sweep along with it Millard Fillmore and Wil- 
liam A. Grayham in Spite of Cass, or Scott, or any other Man they 
can bring into the Field in opposition to you. 

I will write in a few days again—in haste 

I Remain Thy Friend. 

From William H. Aspinwall?* U. 

New York, 

June 21st., 1851. 

I was much disappointed that you could not pass the few days 
you promised us in New York, on your return from Lake Erie. 
I hope that you have only deferred the visit, and my object in 
writing is to enquire whether you can find the time, and whether 
you would like to make the trip by sea—as I would time the trial 
trip of our fine new Steamship, "Golden Gate," so as to take you 
from Annapolis to New York any time next week, or the week 
after, you may appoint, and we will look in at Norfolk, should 
you desire it. 

There will be abundance of room for any friends you may wish 
should accompany you. 

I am desirous that you and some of the gentlemen around you, 
should see a good specimen of a private Steamship, and for this 
have fixed on taking the Golden Gate to Annapolis. Captain Pat- 
terson thinks she will bear scrutiny. 

98 William Henry Aspinwall (1807-1875), of New York, merchant and transpor- 
tation promoter, interested in a railroad to the Pacific, official of the Pacific Railroad 
and Panama Steamship Company, for which he secured a charter. He was also 
one of the founders of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company. In later years, he 
was one of the founders of the Union League Club. 
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From John M. Morehead. U. 

OFFICE NO. CA. RAIL ROAD COV 

Greensborough, June 23, '51. 

The President and Directors respectfully request your atten- 
dance at the Celebration of breaking ground on the NORTH CARO- 

LINA RAIL ROAD., at Greensborough, on the 11th. of July next. 

Yours very respectfully, 
J. M. Morehead, 

Pres't N. C. R. R. Co. 

From John R. Buie.91 A. 

Laurel Hill, No. Ca., 

June the 24th, 1851. 

I duly received your of the ult. contents noticed 
I feel myself under many obligations for your polite attention 

to my request & whether I succeed or not I know It will Not be 
your Fault. I would have written you sooner but seeing that you 
accompanied the President with the Members of the Cabinet on 
a visit to Buff aloe and other Parts of New York I concluded not 
to trouble you with a Letter, until you could have time to dispose 
of your official business that had accumulated during Your Tour 
to the North. I believe the People in this Section are disposed to 
approve of what was said by the President and the Members of 
his Cabinet at the Various Places they have called on to Express 
their Sentiments and as far as I have heard from both Whigs and 
Democrats No One Seemed disposed to take any exception to 
anything said by *Yourself during that Excursion. A Portion of 
the Democratic Press are disposed to find fault with Mr. Webster's 
Remarks at Buffalo, The Telegraph having in the first instance 
misrepresented him. Mr. Webster's answer to Mr. Botts of Va. 
has Set the Matter right—and strange as it may seem A Portion 
of the Democratic Press South Say it amounts to the same thing. 
The Union of the 20th. Inst. I see, has Published a Letter from 
Mr. Fillmore & Mr. Webster's Letter to Mr. Botts. The Editorial 

m John R. Buie, a member of a wide family connection in southern and eastern 
North Carolina, and represented Richmond County in the Commons in 1835. 

* All seemed highly Pleased at having so able a Representative from the Old 
North State. 
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remarks preceding the Letters gives Mr. Webster much credit in 
the course he has pursued and the remarks made by him on the 
Slavery Question. 

We are here on the borders of So. Ca. where the People are al- 
most crazy on the subject of Secession & Dissension, etc. The Lead- 
ing Men and Politicians of the State have inflamed the Minds of 
the Common People so much that It is quite difficult to allay the 
Ferment. It is thought by some that ere the time for Action shall 
arrive That tranquility will be restored. 

We have in our Congressional District Two Candidates only— 
A. J. Dargan having recently withdrawn—Genl Alfred Dockery 
& Capt. G. W. Caldwell are now the only competitors for a seat 
in the next Congress. I have heard much of the gallant Capt. but 
I never saw him until yesterday. He arrived at this place from 
Rockingham and spent some 3 or 4 hours & went from here to 
Scotch Grove the residence of old Contractor John McLean with 
whom he is acquainted. 

Capt. C. has been charged with being a Secessionist & Dissen- 
sionist by some of the Whig Journals. He says it is not so—That 
He is entirely opposed to separate State action. 

He seems to be quite an agreeable Man. He told me He and 
You were raised in the same County—Lincoln. 

As this is a Whig District I Presume Dockery will be Elected 
by a large Majority. It is very difficult for a man however talented 
to make any head way in this Section If he is any way suspected 
of Disunion. 

I thought as You have passed through this Section of the State 
when Canvassing for Governor that you would have no objection 
to hearing a word from our Section & that It Might not be unac- 
ceptable to You. 

I forgot to say that Dockery and Caldwell are to address the 
People at Laurel Hill on Saturday Next, the 28th. Inst. They 
spoke at Rockingham on Saturday last. 

From Charles W. Johnston. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

June 26th., 1851. 

Receiving your favor on Monday morning, the 23rd. Instant, 
with that anxiety that our R. Road interest has excited, I hasten 
to inform you of my act in the premises. On Wednesday, the 
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25th., I attended our R. R. contracting meeting, which was at- 
tended with a good deal of anxiety, but, characteristically of N. 
Carolina, with little public proficiency. I scarcely knew what to 
do, but after getting the information which I now think not mis- 
takable, made a contract for 17, 18, 19, and 20 sections on the 
Road, say from Alois Durham's, east, at $17,600. as estimated in 
the profile exhibited, which was the nearest to our contract, as 
limited, that could be made. In this amount, Richard Ashe will 
take the surplus of $1,600., which I have had designated in the 
bond individually given for  each, contingently. I saw Dr. 
Strudwick, our President and Engineer, and particularly urged 
an arrangement for the $1,000. of the Dr.'s subscription, taken by 
you as a releif, or an assistance. 

The President and the Engineer gave me the pleasure of in- 
forming you that the arrangement could and would be made as 
desired. In the contract I think I have acted with an eye to the 
interest and convenience of each of us. The Engineer says it is 
favorable. Col. Jones and J. Turner are in the contiguous West- 
ern sections of us to the estimated amount of $19,000. Col. Miller, 
of the Gaston & Raleigh Road east of us, with sections of infinitely 
less profit, he says, and with whom there is, I think, a strong in- 
clination to take our contract, if urged upon, as Maj'r C. L. Hin- 
ton with him, are dotting contracts along the Road. I suggested 
the thing which I thought received a favorable countenance— 
Maj'r Gynn advises us to dispose of the two culverts, and the span 
over the Boling Creek, which I think can be done by the smaller 
contractors, or those of smaller sums. And then we may probably 
get $20,000, instead of the $17,600. of contract. 

I Believe this is about the amount of my act. If I had regular 
health, I could make money by the operation—But am this day 
so indisposed as to prevent my attendance at Graham, getting old 
and feeble. I will further say, that the Engineer asks of us to give 
in exchange the 17th. section for the 21st., which will be only a 
fractional difference to us, and be an accommodation to the Road. 
I have conditionally agreed. Now, Sir, I await your pleasure and 
further instructions, and would beg the favor of the earliest con- 
venient reply. 

If we conclude to operate, we should make preperations as 
early as possible. If not, I think we can dispose or transfer the 
contract. There are many that would like to have the stock, but 
few who are willing to work for it. 

I have a lawsuit of $30,000. amount of land, at the mouth of 
Duck River, Tennessee, requiring my personal attention, which, 
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as an heir of the Mulhollan Interest, will become fixed unless 
attended to. The land, say seven years ago, was sold for the Taxes. 
The title, kept up by my Father as long as he lived, and with the 
circumstances you have had some information. It has become 
valuable from Internal Improvement in Both navigable and R. R. 
facilities, and may eventuate in respectable consideration to the 
immediate Connexion of your Humble friend. But all of my Fam- 
ily are so circumstanced, as to devolve the burthen upon Jonas, 
who has borne the burthen and heat of the day. 

I propose the redemption of the land by a tender of the money, 
if not debarred by statute. If not too engaged, your advice on this 
subject also. 

From Calvin H. Wiley. U. 

Greensboro', N. C., 

June 26th, 1851. 

I fear that I gave you a good deal of trouble some time ago. I 
hope you will excuse me; and be assured that I and my friends 
are satisfied with your desire to serve me. 

I presume to ask the favor of your special attention to another 
matter; and it is one in which this whole Community are much 
interested. Some ten days ago I was in Greensboro' and was in- 
formed by Col. Gott98 that he intended to resign his office of Post 
Master; in a few minutes afterwards I was shewn a petition in 
favor of Dr. T. J. M. Lindsay for the same office. I felt bound to 
refuse my signature to this petition, 1st—Because I knew well that 
tho' an honest and correct officer he had been an unpopular one, 
and was especially ungracious to the Country people; 2, Because 
the great number of offices monopolized by the Morehead and 
Lindsay family is a subject of just complaint among the rest of 
the Community, and is daily injuring the Whig party. The fact, 
so glaring, is offensive, of course, to many people, and is handled 
by democrats to the prejudice of our party. 3, I supposed other 
men as well qualified as Dr. L. and more attentive, more active, 
and of more popular manners might want the place. I had to 
leave Town and the County, having business with Gov. Swain at 
Chapel Hill; and on the road I thought of writing to you, &, 
through you, to the P. M. General recommending another. But 

88 William Gott, who was postmaster, 1850-1851. 
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I had heard of no other petitions, & concluded that I would not 
volunteer in the matter. When thinking of writing I intended to 
mention several names, and among them I intended to put that of 
Levi M. Scott." But I did not know that he would accept the of- 
fice; and until this moment was not aware of the feelings of his 
friends (Mr. S's) or of the wishes of other men in regard to the 
matter in question. 

I learn with much satisfaction, that a petition signed with many 
respectable names has been sent on in behalf of Mr. S. and with- 
out his knowledge I write this letter, in haste, but with earnest 
feelings, and taking much interest in this matter. I would not 
mislead the Government, and I tell you confidently that no one in 
the County will find fault with the appointment of Mr. Scott. He 
has no enemies; is an intelligent, educated, very sober-minded 
and normal young man, with a numerous and respectable family 
connection, and many friends. He is a nephew of the old Stage 
Contractor, Joel McLean, and has manners that would conciliate 
the people in the Country, most of whom have been afraid to ask 
for letters at this office, Mr. Hill, democrat as he is, having been 
the only officer here who, for many years, has been acceptable to 
the majority of those having business in the Post Office. You may 
rely implicitly on what I say; and tho' this letter is in confidence, 
I hope you will shew it to the Post Master General, and that with- 
out delay. I pay more postage than any other man in the County; 
but I speak now for the people especially of the Country, as well 
as myself. 

I do not mean in any way to misrepresent Dr. Lindsay; I am 
friendly with him, always was, and esteem him an honorable man, 
but certainly an unpopular one. Perhaps, too, his age, etc., might 
be in the way. 

I would also recommend William Addison Caldwell, Robert 
Woodburn, & James Rankin, Sc Orpheus Hanner as admirably 
well qualified for the office in question, each being popular, and 
without enemies, well known, generally esteemed, prompt, rather 
young, & having numerous friends and relatives. In this list the 
Post Master General cannot go amiss. 

I have just come to Town, and the mail is about to close. 
90 Levi M. Scott, a former teacher, lawyer, and a prominent citizen, clerk of 

the Superior Court, 1852-1856, Member of the Commons, 1856-1858, solicitor, 
1858-1862. 
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From Thomas S. Ashe. A. 

Wadesboro, 

June 27th, 1851. 

After an absence in the South of some four weeks I returned 
home the day before yesterday and found your very welcome let- 
ter awaiting me, to reply to which, I avail myself of this, the first 
opportunity. 

You have no doubt observed in the N. C. papers that Dargan 
has withdrawn and left the field to G. W. Caldwell and Dockery 
alone. As to the result I think no Whig need entertain any appre- 
hension, and in fact I was of the opinion when we brought out 
Mr. Dockery that he would be able to beat them both. Dargan 
has no popularity—no weight of character—was supporting doc- 
trine that the Whigs of the District decidedly condemn, and I 
think it was very generally believed that he had been induced to 
take the field by solicitations from the democratic ranks. I feel 
assured he was not solicited to become a candidate by a single re- 
spectable Whig in the district. Dargan thinks he has been very 
badly treated, but complains particularly of the democracy and 
since his abdication has made, as I learn, some threats of an 
exposition. 

I entirely concur, my dear Sir, with the views you express in 
regard to the course which should be pursued by by the Whigs, in 
regard to Dockery, I confess I have been prejudiced against him 
myself, but I have from the first regarded him as the most avail- 
able man in the District and have done all in my power to remove 
the prejudice and reconcile to him those whom I believed to be 
his enemies among the Whigs. The Whig members of the bar will 
support him to a man, except Mr. A. Little100 of this place. Besides 
him, there are some few prominent men of the Whig party who 
influenced by private piques or animosity will not give him their 
support, Col. W. L. Steel101 of Richmond, for instance, and a few 
others, but it is out of the question that the course pursued by 
these individuals can defeat the success of the Whig candidate. 
The minds of the Whigs in this part of the District are aroused 
to the importance of the great question at issue between the par- 
ties. And as a party are as devoted now as ever to the Constitution 

100 Alexander Little, of Anson County, lawyer, Member of the Commons,  1827, 
1831, state Senator, 1834-1835. He was a judge of the Superior Court, 1867-1868. 

101 Walter Leake Steele   (1823-1891), of Richmond County, manufacturer, Mem- 
ber of the Commons, 1846-1850, 1854-1856, state Senator, 1852-1854, 1858-1860. 
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and the Union, South Carolina finds no little sympathy among 
them in this quarter. 

As to your inquiry in regard to the tendency of things in South 
Carolina. I have no doubt from your frequent opportunities you 
have fully informed yourself as to the State of feeling in that 
State since the date of your letter, but as I have just travelled 
through the State and, feeling great anxiety on the subject, en- 
deavoured to obtain all the information I could while passing 
through as to the state of public feeling there, I do not deem it 
amiss to give you the impressions made on my mind. 

I conversed while in the State with a good many intelligent 
gentlemen, and not to name others, with Judge O'Neal 102 one of 
the most eminent Judicial officers of the State. He told me that 
the public mind was rapidly undergoing a change, that the people 
were beginning to reflect on and consider the consequences, that 
the Union Press at Greenville and some other papers in the State 
were effecting this change; that he had no apprehension that the 
State would resort to Secession. This seemed to be the decided 
opinion of all those with whom I conversed, The excitement 
from all I could learn, was fast subsiding everywhere. Many of 
those who were some few months ago loud and boisterous agita- 
tors are now silent. 

I very much fear, however, that if the election in Georgia Ala- 
bama or Mississippi should result in favour of the Secession Party, 
that it will rekindle the slumbering embers of disaffection in the 
State of S. Carolina. The Union party in those States however 
seem very sanguine. 

It was with very great pleasure and pride that I frequently 
while in the South, heard your name mentioned in the most flat- 
tering terms in connection with the Vice Presidency. 

I had seen the suggestion of a Ticket of Our present able Execu- 
tive and yourself made by a Tennessee paper and seconded by 
some of our State papers before I left home and I was much 
pleased to find that the suggestion every where met with such 
marked approbation among the Whigs. 

103 John Belton O'Neall (1793-1863), of South Carolina, attended South Carolina 
College for a time, was a state legislator and major general of militia, and after 
serving briefly as a circuit judge, was elevated to the court of appeals where he 
served as associate, 1830-1858, and as chief justice until his death. He was an 
active temperance leader, president of the Columbia and Greenville Railroad, and 
was the author of "Biographical Sketches of the Bench and Bar of South Carolina." 
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From John H. Wheeler, U. 

Beatties Ford, N. C. 

July 1st., 1851. 
Sir: 

The Circular sent to you this last Spring, requests "the number 
needed for your Agency, by the 1st. of August. This is important." 

Copy off a fair list of the names of the subscribers and their 
post offices, and mail them by the 1st. of August, so that I shall 
certainly receive the paper, within a few days after that time. I 
shall leave home, as soon as I receive your report, and proceed to 
Philadelphia, where a part of the work, (the Engravings,) is now 
being executed, to superintend the proof sheets. The work will 
be ready for delivery this fall. 

You need not return the original lists or subscription book, but 
continue your efforts through the summer, and the fall Circuit of 
Courts, and procure as many more subscribers as possible. 

You can assure your people that the work will be for subscrib- 
ers only, and that a limited number only, will be printed. It will 
not be for sale, anywhere, only to subscribers. If they need it, they 
will subscribe. Let me know the probable increase to your list, so 
that I may form an accurate estimate of the number needed. 

There are some blanks for your County and other matters, 
which I wish, to perfect my labours: these are noticed below. 

Be so good as to apply forthwith, to the Clerk of your County 
Court, or to any other reliable source, and send me the desired 
information by return mail. 

Allow me to have an early reply. 

Respectfully yours, 
John H. Wheeler. 
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To 
Agent for the 
"Sketches of North Carolina." 

County, 
N. C. 

[Letter written on printed circular.] 

My esteemed Sir: 
The above, addressed to every County, will show you my prog- 

ress in the History of our State. In a letter of date 5th. inst. from 
Gov'r Swain, he says, "Gov'r Graham is a relative of Gen'l David- 
son, and is more minutely and accurately informed on every point 
of his history, domestic and public, probably than any other man 
now living, and is the proper person to prepare a sketch of his 
character and services." 

From Lee's memoirs I learn his birth and ancestry. From our 
records I know, that in Ap. '76, the State Congress at Halifax 
raised four additional Regiments to the two already in service; 
of the 4th, 

Thomas Polk, Colo. 
James Thackston, Lt. Colo. 
Wm. Davidson, Ma]. 

He went North, and in Nov. '79, was ordered South to aid 
Gen'l Lincoln. He obtained a furlough, as he passed through 
N. C, to visit his family, that he had not seen for three years. 
Thus he escaped the fate of Lincoln, in May '80. Then he is silent. 

1. He was doubtless in the battles of Princeton, Brandywine, 
Germantown, etc. Answer this point. 

2. Where is Culson's Mill, where he was severely wounded? 
3. Will you be so good as to aid [with] a short sketch of so 

worthy a son of our State? 

From Gilbert Davis. U. 

New York, 

July 3rd, 1851. 

We have had the most delightfull weather for the making of 
early Butter, i. e. the May and June butter, and hope to show 
you such as cannot be beaten anywhere, next Autumn 
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Things politically look well, Old Conn't has done well by her 
last vote in the legislative assembly which has just broken up, i. e. 
in the popular branch 113 to 38 in favour of the Compromise or 
fugitive slave bill; the Seward men say just now that the compro- 
mise will not be meddled with this winter. I say so as well; the 
Administration stands well enough, their platform is strong, safe 
& popular and I find daily that my lukewarm milk and water men, 
part free soil, part Negro, and part Seward men, are stepping on 
the Administration platform for safety, well let them come, theres 
room enough, they begin to feel theres room enough. Gen'l Scott 
nomination in Penn. has had no response here, i. e. no enthuism, 
no one cares about it, you never hear it mentioned by any one. 

From John D. Hyman. U. 

Fond du Lac, Wis., 

July 3rd, 1851. 

I feel obligated to you for the reception of your letter of the 
12th. inst. and I crave pardon for intruding upon you this few 
lines more. Please accept my thanks for your kindness in speaking 
to the Sec. of Navy and Interior to patronize in their respective 
Departments. 

My paper is now the only recognized Administration paper in 
the State. It is true, there are one or two that endeavor to keep 
up appearances in order to suck the public pap, but the Patriot 
has been pronounced by the Locofoco press the only genuine 
Administration paper in the State, and because I uphold the pres- 
ent Administration in every particular, and recommended the 
nomination of Mr. Fillmore and yourself for President and Vice 
President, at the ensuing Presidential election, the united denun- 
ciation of the socalled Whig, and the Free Soil Democratic press, 
has been visited upon me; but I glory in thus being characterized, 
and am prepared to wage a bloody war with the miscreants of my 
own party, and the bastards of the other. 

I have said this much to draw your attention to the true state 
of things existing in this State. Those very Whigs who have been, 
and are still, the recipients of executive favors, without exception, 
pander to the spirit of fiendish fanaticism that has been so rife 
in the Northern States, but which, I am happy to say, is now on 
the wane. I flatter myself that I have done much to produce this 
most desirable result.—I have stoped the mouths of two or three 
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of Seward's reliable organs, which, although they do not come 
fully into the support of the administration, at least, have ceased 
to wage war against it. My paper has been characterized through- 
out the State as possessing ability, even by those who are anti- 
podes in politics. 

I intend to devote my whole energy and talents to the glorious 
cause I have espoused, and considering the facts I have enumerat- 
ed, I think that if the Administration have any patronage or 
favors to bestow, I am entitled to some little consideration. I am 
unacquainted with any person occupying positions in the differ- 
ent Departments, I therefore took the priviledge of addressing 
you, as you are a native of North Carolina. The main reason I 
write you this is because a new paper has just been started at 
Green Bay, in the Northern part of this State, the "Green Bay 
Spectator," and claims to have been selected as the government 
organ in this State—by whom I know not. But I know this much; 
that the Editor was Post Master at this place for over a year, and 
was removed by the President, in consequence of his being a de- 
faulter to the amount of fifteen hundred dollars. And I know 
further, that he edited at the same time at this place the "Foun- 
tain," a stinking Seward Abolition paper, and both in the capacity 
of Editor, and as a private individual, has done every thing in his 
power to make the present Administration unpopular. These are 
facts which can be very easily ascertained. As to his being defaul- 
ter, you can learn at the Post Office Department. S. Bryan is the 
name of the man. 

If you will do me the kindness to assist me, all that a faithful 
servant deserves, I shall be under lasting obligations. 

In all probability I will be one of the Delegates to the Whig 
National Convention from this State. If so, I shall do all I can 
for you. I don't know enough of the operations of the Depart- 
ments to learn who bestows patronage; perhaps, some subordinate 
officer. 

From Edward C. Cabell. A. 

Private 

Louisville, Kty., 

July 3rd, 1851 

I see a notice in the News papers that the State of Florida is 
"entitled" to the appointment of a Midshipman in the Navy. I 
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write to request you not to make such appointment till you hear 
further from me. 

As I passed through Pensacola, a few weeks ago, I heard that 
Mr. Cameron Anderson,103 Asst. Purser, would probably resign 
his office in consequence of bad health. In such case, I trust you 
will not forget my friend, Mr. W. W. Kelly,104 on whose behalf 
Genl Morton and I have several times spoken to you. In such case 
we shall claim that "Florida is entitled" to the appointment of a 
purser. 

I have passed through nearly every slave State in the Union, & 
hear but one sentiment expressed by men of our own party, that 
of pride and confidence in the Administration; and, among men 
of all parties, there is a general feeling of security, unknown for 
years, resulting from general confidence in the President & his 
Cabinet. Were it left to the Whigs of the South to say who should 
be the next President, almost with one voice they would say let the 
present Administration be continued. 

I have stopped here for a few days en route for the White Sul- 
phur Springs of Va. where I propose to pass the two next months. 

From C. W. Rockwell. U. 

Treasury Department, 

Office of Commissioner of Customs, 

July 3rd, 1851. 

At your request I send herewith copies of all the correspon- 
dence between this office and the Collector at Wilmington, N. C. 
in relation to the employment of Revenue boatmen. 

The general considerations affecting the question involved, 
and the practice of other departments of the government are re- 
ferred to in my letter to the Secretary of the Treasury dated the 
29th. March, last, a copy of which is also enclosed. 

After you shall have perused these papers, I shall be pleased to 
confer with you in regard to them. 

103 Cameron Anderson (d. 1852), son of Chief Justice Walker Anderson, of 
Florida, who had attended the University of North Carolina briefly, and entered 
the navy as a paymaster. 

104 William W. J. Kelly was made a purser in 1852, and resigned in 1861. 
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[Enclosure'] 

From Robert G. Rankin to C. W. Rockwell. 

(Copy) 
Collector's Office, 

Wilmington, N. C, 

March 15th, 1851. 

I am in receipt of yours of 11th. inst. with instructions to dis- 
continue the practice of employing Slaves in the service of the 
Revenue Boat as the responsibility attendant on such service is 
too great to be entrusted to this class of persons. 

It has been the practice ever since the Revenue Boats has been 
established in this district, through all administrations, to employ 
this class of persons, because white labor cannot be obtained at 
the monthly rate of compensation allowed, and if it could be, the 
service can be better performed as at present. 

The responsibility attendant upon the service is not upon the 
boat hands, but upon the officer in command. 

I am desirous of promptly obeying all instructions, but the pres- 
ent hands have been engaged for the month, and cannot in good 
faith be discharged before the 1st. prox'o.; in the meantime, as I 
believe the enforcement of the instructions will be prejudicial to, 
or amount to a discontinuance of this branch of the service, and 
owing to the peculiar question still exciting the public mind, to 
disturb the arrangement so long and so satisfactorily existing 
would be prejudicial to the Administration. 

I have deemed it my duty to advise with you before acting. 

[Enclosure] 

From C. W. Rockwell to Robert G. Rankin. 

Treasury Department, 

Office of Commissioner of Customs, 

March 22nd, 1851. 
(Copy.) 

In reply to your letter of the 15th. inst. respecting the employ- 
ment of Slaves in the Revenue Boat service, I have to repeat my 
objections of the 11th. inst. to entrusting duties so responsible to 
this class of persons. 
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There is but one other collection district in which Slaves are 
employed as Revenue Boatmen, and if the rate allowed be insuf- 
ficient to secure the services of competent persons, an adequate 
allowance will be made. 

[Enclosure'] 

From Robert G. Rankin to C. W. Rockwell. 

Collector's Office, 

Wilmington, N. C., 

April 17 th, 1851. 
(Copy) 

I advised you on 1st. inst. that I had not been able to procure 
white laborers for the Revenue Boat Service. 

I continued the negro laborers for another month. I think I can 
now procure white laborers at $25. per month. 

From Edward J. Hale. A. 

Fayetteville, 

July 4th, 1851. 

Your letter of 29th. ult. & paper & Note (without date) all 
came to hand this morning. In regard to the latter, the article in 
the North American105 had attracted the notice of my son,106 who 
copied it, & accompanied it with comments, in our Semi-Weekly 
paper of yesterday, a copy of which I will send you by this day's 
mail. The article was in admirable time for us, for we have had 
a controversy with the Wilmington Journal on that very subject, 
& the North American fully sustains us, & covers the whole 
ground. I am glad to find that my ideas of Gov. Johnson107 & 
would-be Gov. Bigler,108 & all of their followers, so fully conform 
to your own, which are founded upon a much wider field of ob- 

106 Presumably the North American   (Philadelphia). 
106 Probably Peter Mallett Hale (1828-1887), a recent graduate of the University, 

at this time working on the Fayetteville Observer with his father. He was later 
a Confederate major, and editor of a revived Raleigh Register. 

lor William Freame Johnston (1808-1872), of Pennsylvania, lawyer, manufacturer, 
railroad president, legislator, and Governor. He was an anti-slavery Whig. 

108 William Bigler (1814-1880), printer and editor, state legislator, Democratic 
Governor, 1852-1855, United States Senator, 1856-1861. 
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servation than mine. I would be amazed, if I could be amazed at 
any thing that Locofocoism does, at the incessant attempts of 
Southern Locofocos to make a party issue of this slavery question. 
Such is their incessant effort. They doubtless hope that the very 
moderation and conservatism of the Whigs will excite suspicion 
among the rabble politicians of unsoundness. 

I will endeavor to use the matter which you have so kindly 
furnished me, in your very acceptable letter, in one Editorial— 
of course re-written, so that none, even in my office, may know 
that they are other than my own. 

As to Mr. Cameron, I see the difficulty under which you labor, 
but still hope that something may turn up to place it in your 
power to aid him, without incurring the censure of any one Mr. 
Cameron is not a politician, has never taken any part in politics, 
in any way. His associations, except with his Father Sc a very few 
others, are with Whigs. He is a high minded honorable gentle- 
man. 

I must close, as I am called away. 
Will always be most happy to hear from you. 

From Hezekiah G. Spruill. U. 

Plymouth, N. C, 

July 4th, 1851. 

I have the honor of acknowledgeing the receipt of your favor 
of the 22 ult, and have read it with much pleasure. On account of 
my family afflictions, I have not for a year past, mixed with the 
people, or meddled with politics, and I know but little of public 
opinion. I have handed your letter to several of our discreet 
friends, with whom, I supposed, it might have a good effect, and 
it has awakened them to a sense of duty. 

You are aware that we were at sea when Hon. Wm. Washington 
declined the nomination. Stanly, respected & beloved, as he is, we 
were afraid to trust. At the last election, he only succeeded by 47 
votes, when opposed by a very weak man, and when there was 
more perfect union among the Whigs. 

For these reasons it was thought prudent to run some other 
person. Charles L. Pettigrew109 was selected, & could have been 
induced to run. He is a State rights man, and would have given 

109 Charles Lockhart Pettigrew   (1816-1872), of Tyrrell County, planter, graduate 
of the University. 
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to President Fillmore's Administration a cordial support; but 
some of our friends about Washington, disliking his State Rights 
opinions, objected to him, and Mr. Stanly is now fairly in the 
field. I cannot speak of his success, only from his own opinions, 
which he gave me a few days ago. He is sanguine of success, and 
thinks he will gain largely in some portions of the District. In 
Tyrrel County he will get the full vote of 1849, but in Washing- 
ton County the prospect is unfavorable. There are many Whigs 
who are warm avowers of the right of secession, and who have ex- 
pressed themselves opposed to him. 

He has in some degree succeeded in making the issue of Union 
or Disunion with Col. Ruffin,110 and this issue has already 
brought several dems to Stanly. From present appearances, with 
the limited means of judging in my power, I think Stanly will do 
well to divide the County. He will surely gain in Beaufort, much 
more than his loss in Washington; and the upper Counties will 
increase his vote. His prospects of success are flattering. I find 
that, since his visit here there are persons who were openly op- 
posed to him, and who are coming over, & I believe, before the 
elections, his Whig opponents will be few. 

The course of the Administration is such as to inspire confi- 
dence in the people, and I hear nothing but an expression of 
satisfaction with it. We feel some degree of pride that one of our 
honored Sons has a place in it, and we are sure, in his hands, the 
interest and honor of our beloved State will be safe. 

We have been talking of getting up a Petition to you, asking 
a 4 pound mounted brass Cannon, for the use of our Town. We 
have no such thing, and one is frequently needed for celebra- 
tions, etc. If it be necessary for a petition to be presented, we will 
send one on. 

If there be any, not in use, and under your control, & which 
your position gives you the right to dispose of, for the benefit of 
your fellow Citizens, we should be highly gratified to receive an 
order for one. The Cannon will be placed under the charge of 
the Commissioners of our Town, and will be kept in good order, 
to be returned, if required. 

110 Thomas Ruffin (1820-1863), of Wayne County, a native of Franklin County, 
a graduate of the University, who moved to Missouri, and was a prosecuting 
attorney there. He also served with troops from there in the Mexican War, after 
which he returned to North Carolina. Defeated now, he was elected two years 
later and served until his resignation in 1861. He was a delegate to the Confed- 
erate Provisional Congress, and then became lieutenant colonel of the first regi- 
ment of North Carolina cavalry. He was mortally wounded and captured at 
Bristoe Station. 
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Gosport Navy Yard is more convenient to us, and we should 
prefer to get one from that place; but would be glad to get it from 
any point you might designate. 

From John S. Gallaher. U. 

Washington, 

July 5th, 1851. 

In replying to your inquiry, verbally made, I would respectfully 
state that I have been for 28 years (previous to 1849) connected 
with the press as Editor & Publisher. 

A permanent subscription I would consider a list made up of 
regular subscribers, for a year at a time, or for six month's sub- 
scriptions if the terms so stated. 

Some times, large numbers of papers are ordered by one person, 
to be sent for brief periods to different individuals. I would con- 
sider this a contribution, and not a subscription, in the sense in 
which publishers view a subscription. 

Permanent means something existing regularly through a pe- 
riod of time, such as a publisher could rely upon from year to 
year. 

From James W. Bryan. U. 

Newbem, 

July 7th, 1851. 
#    *    #    *    * 

I have remained longer than usual in Newbern awaiting the 
Election, & today we are in the midst of it. We all go on Saturday 
to Beaufort. Stanly will be sore pressed if not defeated; he was 
certainly the weakest Candidate that could have come forward 
from among the prominent Gentlemen in the Whig ranks, he is 
more "cordially hated and despised" by the Locos, & has offended 
more Whigs, than any politician in the Country. 

I went over into Pitt Co., at the solicitation of the people there, 
to aid his Election, & whilst I found numbers of Democrats who 
were on the Union side, they pertinaciously refused to vote for 
Stanly. I fear that a considerable number of Whigs will not vote 
for Stanly, yet I think he will be elected by a small majority. The 
vote in this District will be no test of the strength of the Union 
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men, as a large number who abjure these secession doctrines will 
vote for Ruffin. Stanly looses many Whig votes by Absenteeism. 
Messrs. J. C. Washington, Simpson, Boyd, Burgwyn, & others are 
all absent. 

To John M. Morehead.111 

Washington City, 

July 7th., 1851. 

I acknowledge the polite invitation of the President and Di- 
rectors of the North Carolina Railroad Company, to the celebra- 
tion of breaking ground, on that great public work, on the 11th. 
inst., and regret that I shall be disappointed in the pleasure of 
being present at this interesting ceremony, as well as in my pur- 
pose, for some time entertained, of attending the annual meeting 
of the stockholders. 

To the friends of this enterprise, with whom I have been proud 
to co-operate, in the darkest hours of its fate, as well as to all the 
good citizens of the State who shall participate in the celebration 
of its happy commencement, I offer my hearty congratulations 
and good wishes. That so much has been accomplished as the sub- 
scription of the whole capital stock, the organization of the com- 
pany, the survey of the entire route, the letting of the contracts 
for grading and construction throughout the same, and the actual 
breaking of ground, in the face of all the discouragements and 
opposition encountered since the first assemblage of the friends 
of the work at Salisbury two years since, affords surely an occa- 
sion for mutual felicitation and rejoicing; and I look forward to 
the day of its final completion, as a time of deliverance, not 
merely from the shackles of commercial bondage, but from the 
dominion of prejudices and error, which, however honestly en- 
tertained, have been the bane of our prosperity. 

In the beautiful allegories of Goldsmith, published nearly a 
century back, certainly before railroads were built or thought of, 
we read of the Minister of an Eastern Queen, whose administra- 
tion of affairs was so much complained of among her subjects, 
that a day was appointed to hear those making accusations against 
him, and when he should stand upon his defence. The day being 

From Hillsborough Recorder, July 30, 1851. 
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arrived, the first who complained was a carrier who supplied the 
city with fish. He exclaimed that it was the custom, time imme- 
morial, for carriers to bring their fish on a horse, in a hamper, 
which, being placed on one side, and balanced by a stone on the 
other, was thus conveyed with ease and safety; but that the pris- 
oner, moved by a spirit of innovation, or perhaps bribed by the 
hamper-makers, had obliged all carriers to use the stone no 
longer, but balance one hamper with another; an order entirely 
repugnant to all antiquity, and those of her majesty's kingdom 
in particular. 

The carrier finished, and the whole court shook their heads at 
the innovating Minister. Next came the inspector of city build- 
ings, who charged him with ordering the demolition of an an- 
cient ruin, which obstructed the passage through one of the 
principal streets. He observed that such buildings were noble 
monuments of barbarous antiquity; contributed finely to show 
how little our ancestors understood of architecture, and for that 
reason should be held sacred, and suffered gradually to decay. 

The last witness who appeared was a widow, who had laudably 
attempted to burn herself on her husband's funeral pile. But the 
innovating Minister had prevented the execution of her design, 
and was insensible to her tears, protestations, and entreaties. 

The two first offences might have been pardoned, but for the 
injury to the sex, so contrary to the customs of all antiquity. The 
Queen (says the story) ordered the criminal to be banished from 
her presence forever. "I acknowledge my crime," said he, "and 
since I am to be banished, let it be to some ruined town or ruined 
village in the country I have governed, I shall find some pleasure 
in improving the soil, and bringing back a spirit of industry 
among the inhabitants." This request, seeming reasonable, was 
granted, and a courtier was ordered to fix a place of banishment 
answering the Minister's description. After six months search, 
however, the inquiry proved fruitless, neither a desolate town, 
or ruined village could be found in the whole kingdom. Then 
said the Minister, "how can that country be ill-governed which 
has not a desolate town, or ruined village in it?" The Queen, per- 
ceiving the justice of the remonstrance, remitted his sentence, 
and restored him to favor. 

The projectors of this Railroad are certainly within the terms 
of the first count of the indictment against the innovating Min- 
ister. They do propose to carry at least two hampers of fish up 
the country, and two bales of cotton, or hogsheads of tobacco 
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down, by means at least as simple and cheap as one was carried 
before. 

Considering also that they design to cut down mountains and 
lift up vallies, so as to form a path for a fiery monster, carrying 
a weight of fifty tons, and running with more than race-horse 
speed over hill and dale, they are as heinous offenders against 
barbarous antiquity as he who removed the venerable ruin from 
the streets of the city. 

How, like him, they shall do injury to the sex, by the introduc- 
tion of those novelties, it is perhaps more difficult to define, unless 
it be that "time and space" are about to be annihilated by the 
rapidity of travel, and love to lose its reward for want of troubles 
to encounter; or that education and accomplishments, the graces 
and refinements of life, are to become so generally diffused, by 
the more general diffusion of opportunities and means of their 
acquirement, that competitors will become more numerous, and 
the prize of admiration more difficult to win. If, however, for any 
or all of these offences we shall be doomed to banishment, like 
the offending Minister, and shall be graciously allowed the condi- 
tion of place, permitted to him, I trust we shall find, by the time 
this Road shall be completed, and brought into full operation, 
that there will not be in the State, at least in that large and popu- 
lous part through which it runs, a desolate town, or ruined vil- 
lage, or farmhouse, or hamlet, to claim us as exiles. 

In surveying, as I have recently had opportunity to do, the 
public works of New York, and other States north of this Capital, 
and contemplating the manifold advantages they confer on the 
inhabitants of those States, it has been to me a matter of wonder, 
how we, in the interior of North Carolina, with but little better 
means of travel and transportation than when the thunders of 
British cannon were heard on the spot where you now stand, can 
hold our hand in the competition of business with those who have 
remedied like natural disadvantages by works of internal improve- 
ment. Standing on the wharf at Buffalo, where canal boats were 
being loaded with flour at the rate of from 650 to 750 barrels to 
the boat, I inquired what was the freight, per barrel, from there 
to the city of New York, a distance of more than 500 miles, and 
received for answer, 481/2 cents,—less by 20 per cent than we pay 
our wagoners from Hillsborough to Raleigh, and they make noth- 
ing at that. Yet this piece of good fortune, the Erie Canal, was 
not rained down on western New York by a Providence which 
has denied his blessings to us. It cost the State twenty odd million 
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of dollars of borrowed money; but it was money well laid out. 
For years it was clamored against in elections as a policy about to 
ruin the State, and pauperize the people; but by the intrepid 
statesmanship of Clinton and his associates, it went steadily for- 
ward, conquering all opposition, and his name is now reverenced 
as that of a public benefactor throughout the land. But the peo- 
ple of that great State are not content with this. By the time this 
letter reaches you, if not now, a law will have passed their Legis- 
lature to borrow and expend nine millions of dollars more in en- 
larging the grand Canal, so as to carry twice as much as is now 
carried on its waters, at the same cost, and, consequently, to 
cheapen transportation probably one half below present rates. 

But with the innumerable advantages of the Canal, it affords 
too slow a passage for our progressive age. A superb Railroad has 
been laid down by its side, from Buffalo to Albany, and is being 
extended along the shores of that natural canal, the Hudson river, 
to the city of New York. 

This is exclusive of the New York and Erie Railroad, the great- 
est work of the kind yet completed in the world, which shoots off 
from the Hudson river thirty miles above the city, and crossing 
the waters of the Delaware, the Susquehanna, of lake Ontario, 
the Mississippi, and lake Erie, strikes the latter lake at Dunkirk, 
45 miles only, from Buffalo—a total distance of 460 odd miles. 

A traveller who shall pass by one of these Roads from the city 
of New York to the Lake, and fail to get through in 16 or 17 
hours, and at the rate of 2 cents or less per mile, will be sure to 
take the other on his next journey. We set out after six o'clock 
in the morning on the Erie Road, and with all stoppages from 
the holiday occasion, and the desire at various points to offer re- 
spects to the President of the United States, we reached Elmir, 
where we tarried for the night, a distance of 283 miles, half an 
hour before sunset. 

Of the numerous Railroads connecting these two together at 
convenient points, or uniting as branches to the one or the other, 
and the plank roads which everywhere greet the eye, I have not 
room for description. Nothing is more certain than that in regard 
to the popular taste for works of this kind. 

"Increase of appetite doth grow by what it feeds on," and as 
soon as you convince the people, by a public demonstration, that 
they can be made without ruin, they will demand them, as they 
do comfortable houses to live in, or improved tools of trade to 
work with. 
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I cannot here forbear to mention, for the consolation of those 
among us who take so much to heart the misfortune and blunders 
of the old Raleigh and Gaston Railroad, that the N. York and 
Erie Railroad, from inexperience and bad management in its 
early history, proved a dead failure, at a loss of more than six 
millions of dollars, one half of which fell upon the State, and 
has never been repaid, or rather, has been relinquished as a 
bounty to a new company, who took it in hand under better aus- 
pices for carrying it through to completion. But that it has now 
been finished and equipped at a cost of seventeen millions more, 
and promises to be a paying stock at the whole sum of twenty- 
three millions. 

We have not, it is true, the wonderful resources and advantages 
of New York, and it is with no hope to rival her great works that 
I recite these outlines of her system of improvement, but to show 
that our undertaking is not disproportioned to our means, or our 
necessities. When a citizen of Mecklenburg or Cabarrus shall be 
enabled to breakfast at home, dine in Raleigh, and sup on the 
same day, and at no very unreasonable hour in Wilmington, 
Beaufort, Newbern, Norfolk, or Petersburg, he will accomplish 
no more in overcoming distance than is now done daily by 
hundreds, not to say thousands, in N. York, as well as in other 
States of the Union. And he will readily perceive what benefits will 
accrue to him when he, too, can accomplish in one day what now 
requires more than a week. 

The time and circumstances are all propitious to the com- 
mencement of our work. We are in the first year of the latter half 
of the nineteenth century. We have just finished one of those de- 
cades appointed by the Constitution, when the Federal census 
exhibits to us anew the population and statistics of the country. 
The progress of North Carolina during this period is less cheer- 
ing than that of several other States, but more so than it has been 
during any former one. Her population, now 870,000 souls, will 
easily attain to, and exceed, a million by the next census, at the 
same rate of increase as during the last ten years. With the dis- 
couragements to emigration, by reason of the greater distance of 
the fresh lands at the South and West; the encouragements and 
rewards to industry in the expenditure of three millions of dollars 
in the construction of this work alone, (not to speak of the im- 
provements on the Cape Fear, and beyond the Blue Ridge;) in 
the grand result which is to flow from its completion, that our 
internal resources of mineral and agricultural riches are to be 
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brought out as permanent and increasing contributions to the 
national wealth. I trust she is entering on this new era with a 
brighter destiny. The second State of the South in geographical 
extent; the second in population from the revolution downward, 
until she has been outstripped by her younger sisters, Tennessee 
and Kentucky, she possesses elements of opulence and power which 
require but the general extension of a system of improvement to 
enable her to vie with the proudest members of the Union, to 
which none is more devoted, constant, and faithful. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Very truly yours, 

Will. A. Graham. 

Population of North Carolina U. 

Census Office. 

Washington, 

July 7th., 1851. 

Agreeably to your request of this morning, I have the honor 
to furnish you the following statement, viz: 

White Population of North Carolina  552,477 
Free Colored   "      "      " "   27,271 
Civilized Indians " "         710 

Total  580,458 

Slaves " " "  288,412 
Federal  Representative  population   733,505 

It is impossible to give you the statistics of Agriculture, etc., 
etc., at this time, but as soon as completed, I will take great 
pleasure in furnishing you a Copy. 

From Henry W. Miller. U. 

Raleigh, 

July 9th, 1851. 

I write in much haste, the Article enclosed is cut from the 
"Star" of this place. I cannot help believing that Mr. Webster's 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 149 

Speech has been misrepresented. The Reports of it which ap- 
peared in one or two of the papers have been seized hold of with 
great rejoicing by the secessionists here, & they insist that it main- 
tains and approves their doctrine. Unless something is done to 
correct the misrepresentation—if it be one—we are to suffer much 
in this State from it. I have no doubt the Report will also do us 
injury in the elections South. 

I beg that something may be done to relieve our friends from 
the embarrassment they are placed in by the reports which are 
in circulation in reference to the Speech. 

The Editor of the Standard is rejoicing over it. See what Lemay 
says. 

[Enclosure'] 

Mr. Webster—the Union. 

The name of this great man is inseparably connected with the 
Constitution and the Union. His two speeches at Capon Springs, 
which we publish in to-day's Star, are among the most remark- 
able and important efforts of his life, and were received with the 
greatest demonstrations of pleasure. The National Intelligencer 
says "the enthusiasm was immense, and we are informed that dis- 
tinguished members of the Democratic party complimented the 
speaker in a public manner for his boldness in giving expression 
to his liberal and enlarged views." 

The most important part of Mr. Webster's remarks is em- 
braced in his second speech, a synopsis of which is given as follows 
in the Baltimore Sun: 

"A Mr. Bruce, who was present, gave as a toast: 
"The Fugitive Slave Law—upon its faithful execution depends 

the perpetuity of the Union." 
"Mr. Webster again addressed the company, declaring that that 

law was constitutional, and that it should be enforced as well as 
any other law. He declared that if North Carolina wilfully set 
aside that part of the Constitution, the South would not be bound 
any longer by the compact. The whole Constitution was binding 
on us all. If one party breaks it, the other party is discharged from 
the compact. A bargain broke on one side, is broke on all sides. 
He continued his speech for some time in the further mainten- 
ance that the Constitution in all its parts was equally binding on 
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all, and that no one section of it could be set aside, or violated, 
without destroying the whole." 

Here is a true exposition of the compact forming the Union 
of the States, which will set the run-mad politicians on all sides 
right. Taken in connexion with Mr. Webster's oft repeated 
opinions on the binding effect of the Constitution on all the 
parties, and its supremacy within its defined and limited sphere, 
it will serve to arrest the ultra State rights men in the extreme 
to which they are hastening, of claiming for a State the right of 
secession at pleasure] and check the antagonistic extreme of those 
who contend that a State has no right, under any circumstances 
whatever, to resume the original, separate and undivided sover- 
eignty and independence. Mr. Webster here clearly asserts that if 
the North wilfully refuses to carry out the provision of the Con- 
stitution on slavery, the South would be no longer bound by the 
compact. All or any one of the States would, in that or any similar 
event, have a right to withdraw. This is sound Republican doc- 
trine. It cannot fail to have a powerful practical bearing on the 
course of the Northern people, who, however much they univer- 
sally dislike slavery, dislike much more the idea of disunion; and 
on the disunionists at the South, who, seeing such ground taken 
by the Administration—for Mr. Webster will be regarded as 
speaking substantially the sentiments of the Administration—will 
be satisfied that the interests of the South will ultimately triumph 
under the Government as it is, and become pacified. 

From William H. Aspinwall. U. 

Pacific Mail Steamship Co., 

New-York, 

July 10th., 1851. 
Dear Sir: 

The pleasure of the Company of yourself and the ladies of your 
family is requested on an Excursion of the new Pacific Mail 
Steamship "Golden Gate." She will leave Annapolis on Tuesday, 
July 15, at noon, and return before the departure of the evening 
Cars for Washington. 

It will be necessary for you to present this at the gangway of 
the Steamer. 

Respectfully, 
Your obed't Servant, 
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From Nathaniel March. U. 

Office New York and Erie R. R. Co., 

New York- 

July 12th., 1851. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a resolution adopted by 
the Board of Directors of this Company, tendering to you the free 
use of their road, as an expression of their sense of the honor 
conferred on them, and the Company they represent, by your at- 
tendance on the occasion of the celebration of the completion of 
the road, in May last. 

I hope it will suit your convenience to use the enclosed ticket 
frequently, and that we shall have the pleasure of renewing the 
acquaintance so agreeably made. 

From J. H. Norwood.112 U. 

Asheville, 

July 14th., 1851. 

I have been somewhat remiss in thanking you for your kind 
attention in sending me the "Chart of the Eclipse,"—a document 
interesting as a matter of science, but more interesting as a proof 
of your friendly remembrance. 

I have also just received your very kind letter of July 4th. I 
assure you that nothing but the deplorable and almost hopeless 
state of my affairs, could have induced me to trouble you on the 
subject; and that consideration alone could have induced me to 
think of possibly a temporary separation from my family. I am 
not aware that I mentioned to you that, in addition to my pecuni- 
ary embarrassments, my health has suffered very materially from 
the confinement incident to my present calling. On every account, 
therefore, a change of employment is desirable. 

An Indian Agency, if it can be procured, and if my friends will 
enable me to give the requisite bond, will suit me probably bet- 
ter than any thing in the gift of the Government. A salary of 
$1500. would soon enable me to free myself from debt; and a 

112 J. H. Norwood was a native of Hillsboro who moved to Haywood County 
in 1846, and taught a classical school there. He secured the appointment as 
Indian agent, and was murdered in 1852. 
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frontier life would not be so uncongenial to me as perhaps you 
may suppose. 

I came in contact with the Indians in Florida, having served 
as Lieutenant Colonel with Levin Brown (1837) against the fugi- 
tive Creeks, who, leaving the main body of the emegrant Creeks, 
came down into the country between the Chattahoochee, and the 
Choctawhatchie, committing many depredations, and taking some 
lives. We were ordered out by the Governor of Florida; but, not 
having been mustered into service by a United States officer, we 
received no compensation for services, at least, I did not,—though 
I joined Brown in company with Major Wilson of the Army, who 
had authority from Jessup and the Gov. of Florida, to enter into 
negotiations with the fugitives, and brought with him two friend- 
ly Creeks for that purpose. I had been out before this, on a vol- 
unteer expedition (March, 1837) in which, with one white man, 
(an old Spaniard) and three Indians, I visited every Indian settle- 
ment on the waters connected with Pensacola Bay. The fruits of 
this exploration was the coming in of about 75 of the fugitives. 
It was in consequence of my promptness on these occasions, in 
the Spring, on the first coming down of the hostile Creeks, that I 
was elected Lieutenant Colonel. Hon. Jackson Morton was my 
Colonel. It was in August and September (1837) that I was out 
with Major Wilson and Colonel Brown. The fruits of the Expe- 
dition, so far as I was concerned, was the receiving of between 30 
and 40 fugitives, whom I handed to the United States authorities, 
to be sent to Mobile Point, or Pascagoula. (First one and then the 
other was the Point of Rendezvous.) 

I would have continued in the service, and would have joined 
Jessup in the Fall, with Volunteer Force, but was struck down 
with fever, while waiting alone, (by Brown's order) at the mouth 
of "Yellow Water," for the coming in of four warriors whom we 
had sent out to try to bring in more of the fugitives. I had a long 
and dangerous attack of fever, and was ordered by my physician 
to quit the country. 

In my intercourse with the Indians, I found myself quite suc- 
cessful in gaining their good will and confidence—indeed, I have 
always felt a lively interest in the Indians, and this interest, when 
manifested, naturally commends me to them. 

As Indian Agent, I flatter myself I could do something to ad- 
vance the moral and intellectual condition of those committed to 
my charge. 
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I have some reason to hope that Senator Mangum would add 
his weight to my application. 

I send this letter to Hillsborough; and will wait your instruc- 
tions in the premises. 

Since I wrote to you before, I have felt it my duty to resign the 
Asheville Academy, and remove my family to the plantation in 
Haywood, where my expenses will be less, and where I find I can 
have a school about as profitable as the one here. I expect to re- 
move to Haywood in a few weeks. 

From my past experience, and from the effect which keeping 
school has upon my health and spirits; I have no hope of being 
able, in that way, to get out of my difficulties. 

If I should be so fortunate as to get an Agency, with a compe- 
tent salary, I could leave my family on the plantation, with Jo- 
seph Benners, in the immediate neighborhood of Mrs. Fitzgerald, 
my wife's sister, and in a year or two accumulate, or save up 
enough to pay off my debts, and live at ease with my family, keep- 
ing school for the sake of my children and neighbours, and not 
from necessity, and making my own terms. 

I am not able to tell you anything about the Congressional 
election; both parties claim the victory. I know nothing, and shall 
have nothing to do in the matter. We seem to be between "Scylla 
and Charybdis." 

Clingman's defeat will be a triumph to the Abolitionists; and 
his election a triumph to the Secessionists. I trust South Carolina 
will carry her folly no further, but I can leave her and the coun- 
try, with You and President Fillmore. 

From Francis Mallory. U. 

Norfolk, 

July 17 th., 1851. 
(Private) 

In the course of conversation with you during my last visit to 
Washington, you conferred with me as to a proper person to fill 
the place of Capt. Skinner,113 about to retire from the Bureau of 
Construction, and I promised to write to you on the subject. 

The objections made by you to certain Officers, in consequence 
of  local  connections  and  influences,  are  beyond  doubt,  well 
founded. 

113 Charles W. Skinner (d. 1860), entered the navy in 1809. He became a captain 
in 1837. 



154 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

I have heard that the habits of Capt. Gregory114 would render 
his appointment objectionable. Commander Cunningham115— 
should you decide on going below the grade of Captain—is better 
qualified than other officers of his Class, being fond of this branch 
of the service,—very industrious, firm, and disinterested, free from 
all cliques and prejudices and jobbers. 

Some difficulty, however, may arise from the fact of an officer 
of a 2d. grade having to issue orders to those who rank him, and 
are in a Class above him. 

Rumour here speaks of Com'r Henry Henry116 being selected 
for this place. I hope this is not so. He is an officer who has seen 
but little service, of no reputation, & is wholly unfit for such a 
situation. He is a mere follower of the personal and political for- 
tunes of Comm. Stewart,117 without whose aid and influence he 
would never have been nominated for promotion, and would 
never have passed the Senate. 

Not to deal candidly with you after your kindness and confi- 
dence, would be a poor return on my part. A regard for truth, 
and an earnest desire to promote the interests of the Adm'n., and 
especially of that Dep't over which you preside, compels me to 
say, that I would advise you to avoid any sort of connection with 
this gentleman in the matter referred to. Mischief and trouble 
would certainly follow—no good could possibly ensue. 

He is not considered in the Navy as qualified for any command 
whatever—This is plain language, but it is true. 

Taking all things into consideration, I think Capt. Shubrick 
is the best selection you can make. He is a highminded gentle- 
man. His character for integrity and morals is most exalted. If he 
sheds no lustre on the Bureau, he would involve the Dep't in no 
trouble or difficulty, and would quietly and faithfully discharge 
his duty. 

The difficulty at the Yard is settled, and Stringham the most 
popular Commander that has been here for many years. 

Your Letter to the Mechanics has given entire satisfaction, in- 
deed, they are loud in their praise. 

1U Francis Hoyt Gregory (1789-1866), of Connecticut, entered the navy in 1809, 
served in the War of 1812 and was captured. He also served against Algiers and 
in the Mexican War. During the Civil War he was engaged in building naval 
vessels. 

^Probably Robert B. Cunningham (d. 1861), who entered the navy in 1814, 
became a commander in 1841, and captain in 1855. 

116 Henry Henry (d 1857) became a commander in the navy in 1837, and a 
captain in 1847. 

117 Charles Stewart (1778-1869), of Pennsylvania, who entered the navy in 1798, 
and distinguished himself in the naval war with France, in Tripoli, and in the War 
of 1812. Fie was "senior flag officer," in 1859, and rear admiral in 1862. 
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The poor fellow, Moore, who called on you some days since, is 
still in trouble. The Commo. referred the matter to Hart, the 
Naval Constructor who turned him out, and he has reported 
against him. Indeed, if Hart could be sent off, it would save us 
much trouble, for he seems inclined to throw every difficulty in 
our way. I think he is inimical to the poor fellow, and will refuse 
to do him justice, except a positive order is issued to make him 
Quarterman. Dr. Schoolfield, a Whig of Portsm'th will lay the 
case before you in a day or two, but does not know that I have 
mentioned it. 

I regret that you are so much troubled about these small mat- 
ters, but the Bureaus are against us, and it is only by a direct 
appeal to you that our friends can accomplish anything. 

To James Graham. U. 

Hillsboro', 

July 20th, 1851. 

I have been here a week today, and expect to set out on my 
return in the course of three or four days. . . . Our journey from 
Petersburg was quite uncomfortable, and if the Norfolk road 
were finished, as it is expected to be in Oct. I would return that 
way. 

My Overseer has managed, I think, better than the former ones, 
and has had no difficulty with the negroes. My crop of Wheat is 
excellent in quality, and I hope will exceed 800 Bushels. Oats but 
tolerable, and Corn suffering now dreadfully from drought. If it 
rains soon, as now seems probable, I hope to make a supply, but 
this whole region has been dry for a long time, and with the best 
season, for the future, cannot but make a short crop of Corn. 

I am a subscriber to the Railroad, to the amount of $5,000 in 
all, and Mr. Chas. Johnston has taken a contract for him and my- 
self, commencing about 3 miles East of this place on the Raleigh 
road to the amount of $18,000—We hope to reduce it to $16,000, 
which is double the amount of his and my original subscription, 
and will be paid half cash, and the other half by credit for our 
stock. He is a good judge of business, and thinks from his calcu- 
lations, that we can clear the stock and make $1,000 each in the 
operation. I, however, being from home, and he being in rather 
infirm health, and occasionally addicted, as I hear, to intoxica- 
tion, I would much prefer to transfer the contract, so as to be 



156 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

freed from responsibility, and hire out hands or furnish timber 
of which I have a great deal, and we have hopes of finding some 
one to take it off our hands. If not, we will commence this Fall 
with 8 hands each. Looking however, at the decayed and decaying 
condition of this section, if I were out of this business, I would 
remove my negroes at once to Florida, or other point at the South. 
All energy seems to have deserted this community, and even with 
a Railroad, the land is so far exhausted, that it will take ten years, 
or even twenty, with the aid of Mineral Manures, such as may be 
brought on the Railroad, to restore its original fertility. 

. . . Judge Ruffin has been for some time unwell, but has kept 
up. He is expected here today, from the Supreme Court, which 
has just adjourned. Some doubt is expressed as to his being able 
to go to Morganton. 

,U, «*&, Jfc Jf, 4J. 
^ TT 7T ^ 7T 

There is an effort to run Graves of Caswell against Venable 
here, but not well enough concerted to succeed, though it is be- 
lieved a Union Whig could have succeeded with a canvass. 

Stanly, I hear, will in all probability be elected. 
I have regretted to learn that a good many persons of our con- 

nection in Mecklenburg would vote for Caldwell against Dock- 
ery. I had hoped that independently, of a just support, of a Whig 
administration, which has done, is doing, more, to protect the 
interests of the South than any ever did before, or of a proper 
pride as citizens of North Carolina, which has now a more just & 
honorable distribution of public patronage than at any period of 
her history, that my own connection with the administration 
might have furnished some small reason for not throwing their 
votes in opposition to it; as well as some guarantee that their in- 
terests, which are identical with my own, would not be sacrificed, 
by my agency or consent. The loss of Dockery, or Stanly, will give 
a majority of the delegation to the disunionists, and may be pro- 
ductive of great mischief. I hope we will see you, in the course of 
the summer. 
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From James G. Womack.118 U. 

Denmark, 

West Tennessee, 

July 22nd, 1851. 
*Jfa Jfc «MF 4i> 
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I am a private Citizen and am not accustomed to exact any 
favor from the Government, but if devotion to the Whig Cause 
is any recommendation, I should certainly be indebted to some 
share. By the way I will state one fact. With the masses of the Peo- 
ple in this populous section, the administration of Mr. Fillmore 
gives undivided satisfaction to the Whig Party. There is not the 
slightest possible chance of Gen. Scot getting even a Corporal's 
Guard in this State. 

Though I am not possessed with much political sagacity, I can 
predict with almost certainty the complete disruption of the 
Whig Party, if the nomination of Pennsylvania is endorsed by a 
National Convention. Politicians may hold out different views, 
but I assure you with all candor that the identity of Gen. S. with 
the higher law party has forever annihilated all his pretensions 
to favor in this region. You must pardon this digression, but I 
feel towards you in the light of an old acquaintance, having seen 
you so frequently, raised near you, and so intimately acquainted 
with almost all of your family in the Western part of North Caro- 
lina. 

You will please acknowledge the receipt of this as early as pos- 
sible in order that I may know whether it has reached you in 
safety. 

From Edmund Bryan. U. 

Rutherfordton, 

July 22nd, 1851. 

Your very kind favor of the 10th. Inst, in reference to Dr. Lev- 
enthorpe's application for the Consulship at Palermo has just 
been received, also another on the same subject was received 
from Mr. Webster, containing a statement of the emoluments of 

118 James Greene Womack (1818-1874), was a native of Chatham County, who, 
after graduation from the University, secured his medical degree from the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and settled in Tennessee. 
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the office for several preceeding years, going to shew a great de- 
crease of income since 1847, so much so that the promts at this 
time will not support the incumbent. 

Dr. Leventhorpe has been deceived in the representations here- 
tofore made of the promts arising from that office, and should by 
no means have sought it if he had supposed the income would 
not have yielded a respectable support. 

He had visited Italy some years ago, was much pleased with the 
Country and climate, and when he understood Gen. Edney was 
on his way home with an intention of resigning, he was, through 
the influence of his friends, induced to make application for the 
appointment. 

He had taken some pains to ascertain the probable income 
arising from the office, which had been represented from various 
sources to be worth between two and three thousand dollars an- 
nually. It is now represented in Mr. Webster's letter to be less 
than one thousand. Consequently he declines being longer con- 
sidered an applicant for that appointment, But hopes to obtain 
your influence in procuring for him some other abroad, in a 
healthy climate, and of respectable importance, so soon as a suit- 
able vacancy may offer. 

Dr. Leventhorpe is a profound scholar, speaks and writes the 
French language very fluently, and has also acquired a knowledge 
of Italian. He can obtain any further recommendation the Presi- 
dent may desire. 
P. S. Dr. Leventhorpe requests me to present to you his grateful 
acknowledgements for the kind regard you have already mani- 
fested in his behalf. 

From Collett Leventhorpe. U. 

Rutherfordton, N. C, 

July 22nd, 1851. 

I feel it as my duty to write in explanation of my having de- 
clined the office of Consul at Palermo,—the more especially as 
you had been led to make an application in my behalf at my own 
urgent request, conveyed through Mr. James Graham, and other 
gentlemen, my friends in North Carolina. 

By the same post which brought your letter, a communication 
was received from Mr. Webster, stating, that he apprehended my 
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application must have been founded upon a wrong impression 
of the value of the Consulate. 

It was to be deduced that the present income desirable from the 
Post could not greatly exceed six hundred dollars; and even this, 
it was added, would still be subject to further diminution, owing 
to the fact that the trade between the two countries was, now, 
mainly carried on in foreign bottoms—American vessels seeking 
more profitable ventures in the Pacific. 

I must assure you that I availed myself of all the sources of in- 
formation in my power, on the subject of the value of the Con- 
sulate, before seeking to obtain your interest, and, that however 
mortifying the result may be to me in a private point of view, it 
is far more so in the reflection that I have caused you trouble 
unnecessarily. I trust that the circumstances may be my apology. 

I beg you to believe that you have my very sincere gratitude 
and thanks for your kindness in having seconded my request. 

From A. J. H. Duganne.119 U. 

New-York, 

July 23rd., 1851. 

I have the honor of communicating to you that, at the last 
Quarterly meeting of Central Triune, Society of the Iron Man, 
you was chosen by unanimous vote, a member of the Board of 
Regents; I likewise transmit to you, on behalf of the Society, a 
pamphlet containing a synopsis of its objects and plan of opera- 
tion. 

Trusting that the designs in view may enlist your valuable 
sympathy, and such cooperations as shall be consistent with your 
many duties and responsibilities. 

I remain, Sir, 
Very respectfully, 

Your ob't Serv't 
Sec. Central Triune, 

Soc. Iron Man. 
^Augustine Joseph Hickey Duganne (1823-1884), of New York, a native of 

Massachusetts, and writer. He was a person of many sides who poured out, for 
the greater part of his life, a flood of patriotic songs, poems of every kind, cheap 
paperback novels, and more serious works. He was one of the founders of the 
American (Know-Nothing) party, was colonel of a New York regiment in the Civil 
War, and was captured and spent thirteen months in Confederate prisons. After 
the war he was on the New York Tribune staff. None of the numerous biographi- 
cal sketches of him mention the "Society of the Iron Man," but it was probably 
the cause of his moving to New York in 1850. 
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"SOCIETY OF THE IRON MAN." 

The original thirteen members, composing the first meeting, 
which organized "TRIUNE NO. 1" of this Society, looked forward, 
in their primary operations, to the establishment of an association 
for the improvement, moral and social, of the laboring portion of 
the community. The means originally contemplated for carrying 
on the work, were simple and limited. Lectures, publications, 
etc., were the immediate instruments provided, designed to awak- 
en public sympathy and co-operation, by agitating the prominent 
industrial reforms of the day; and the idea of the whole was em- 
braced in a general plan of action, subscribed to by the original 
organization, and adopted, with modifications, by the society, as 
it increased in numbers. At every meeting of the central division 
for the past three years, reports have been made and discussed, 
and various data collected, on which to base the movement now 
in progress. The movement embraces the following 

OBJECTS AND MEANS. 

I.—ORGANIZATION OF A SYSTEM OF NATIONAL LIBRARIES. 

In view of the great want in most of the small, and many of 
the larger towns of the United States, of proper and well-selected 
books, accessible to the general public, which might be a lasting 
means of social happiness and intellectual improvement; and in 
consideration of the fact that this want is directly the cause of 
much ignorance, social, moral and political, in the mass,—it is 
proposed that a system be immediately adopted for the institu- 
tion of Town and District Libraries throughout the country, to 
be established on a permanent basis, and rendered accessible to 
all ranks of the community, under certain regulations. 

II.—ESTABLISHMENT OF A FAMILY JOURNAL. 

And, as the Society has viewed, with much anxiety, the alarm- 
ing increase of licentiousness in many publications of the day, 
circulating widely through the land,—so that, in a greater or less 
degree, the youthful mind is subject to the influence of a loose 
and often reckless species of literature, calculated to deprave both 
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morality and taste,—it is proposed, as a co-work with the estab- 
lishment of Libraries, the issue and support of a Family Journal, 
conducted under the supervision of a Board of Managers, whose 
reputation will be a guaranty of the high moral and intellectual 
character of the reading matter prepared; the object being to 
present a standard of refined, vigorous and instructive popular 
literature. 

III.—ENCOURAGEMENT OF ART. 

And in co-operation with the measures embraced in sections I 
and II, it is thought desirable, as a means of encouraging and 
cultivating a refined taste in the body of the people, and exalting 
the general mind by familiarizing it to a degree with the produc- 
tions of art, that a plan of distribution shall be carried out, 
through which members of the Society shall receive periodical 
gifts of superior engravings, drawings, busts, medallions, and oth- 
er productions of art, which may have the effect of developing an 
appreciation of the beautiful; while at the same time will be 
shown the utility of a true artistic taste in the manufacture of 
household articles, erection of dwellings, and all matters pertain- 
ing to the comfort and embellishment of social life. 

IV.—METROPOLITAN LABOR SCHOOLS. 

The reports and discussions of the Society have revealed to a 
fearful extent the wretchedness and vice unhappily existing in 
our large cities; and it is proposed, as a direct means of ameliorat- 
ing this sad feature of social existence, that a plan of City Indus- 
trial or Labor Schools be put in operation among the first of the 
Society's movements; this plan to embrace the selection of suit- 
able locations, and the adoption of a scheme of employment and 
instruction for the thousands of children who are without the 
means of improvement or even honest subsistence, and who gain 
a precarious livelihood in the streets, exposed to every tempta- 
tion, and growing up in idleness and vice, to become pests to 
society. It has been strictly computed that the profits to be real- 
ized from the labor of such children will be amply sufficient to 
cover the expense of their support and education, while the com- 
munity will be gainers by millions of dollars, through the pre- 
vention of crime, which such education will insure. 
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V.—INDUSTRIAL REFORM. 

In view of the many conflicting disputes between those classes 
of the community represented by Employers and Employed, and 
in accordance with the principle of our Republican Constitu- 
tion, that certain rights are the heritage of all, it is proposed to 
advocate such a system of Industrial Reform as shall conserve the 
rights of employer and employed in every branch of labor and 
production. 

VI.—AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENTS. 

The Society proposes the development of a plan for the re- 
moval of the surplus population of cities, by encouraging and 
providing for emigration to and settlement of, agricultural colo- 
nies on the public land, and private locations, and the building 
up of such by a system of scientific progression, machinery, and 
associated labor, aided by a permanent and constantly-accruing 
fund. The scheme for this object is comprised in the operations 
of the Society for the year 1852. 

VII.—A PEOPLE'S COLLEGE. 

Among the principle subjects which the members and com- 
mittees of the Society have discussed, has been that of creating 
and endowing a Popular College, upon the system of Labor, in 
which a course of instruction in every branch of scientific educa- 
tion may be combined with practical induction into such indus- 
trial trades and callings as are most requisite to the advancement 
of our national prosperity; this College to be under the charge of 
the best Professors, and to possess a basis for scholarships; a cer- 
tain number of pupils to be admitted annually, selected from the 
children of the members of the Society—on the plan of admission 
adopted by the West Point Military School. 

MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

Each member of the Society, upon joining and receiving his 
certificate of membership, will pay into the Treasury of the So- 
ciety the sum of three dollars. 

At the end of eight months, each member will be notified in 
regard to assessments, and thereafter will be assessed upon the 
books of the Society in the ratio of eight cents per week. 
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Each member of the Society will be entered upon its books 
opposite to the enrollment of the town in which he resides; and 
he will be eligible to organize with others a "TRIUNE" of the 
Society. 

A Triune consists of thirteen members. 
To each individual member of this Triune will be furnished 

the weekly Family Journal, published under the auspices of the 
Society, and conducted with the first ability of the country—one 
hundred dollars a week being set apart as a fund for the purchase 
of articles to enhance the value of its contents. Likewise to each 
member will be given an original Steel-Plate Line Engraving 
from Sargeant's celebrated Painting of the "LANDING OF THE 

PILGRIM FATHERS AT PLYMOUTH." This Plate is 24 by 18 inches, 
and the engraving cost three thousand dollars. To the former 
of the Triune of thirteen members, or to the Triune itself, when 
organized, according to choice, will be presented the "COSMOS,, OR 

THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD/' by Humboldt; and the "HISTORY 

OF THE UNITED STATES/' by Bancroft. 
When the number of members shall have reached thirteen, a 

second Triune may be formed, and the union of the two Triunes 
will organize a "STAR" or "Library Branch," containing twenty- 
six members. 

Each Star—in addition to the Journal and Engraving to each 
member, and the complete Histories to each Triune—will re- 
ceive, immediately after organization, a library of fifty volumes 
of selected works, and thereafter, annually, an additional fifty 
volumes, so long as the Star shall continue in operation. 

And when an increase of members shall take place, sufficient 
to form a third Triune, the three so formed shall constitute a 
"Sexagon," or "second Library Branch"—containing thirty-nine 
members; and to each Sexagon, immediately after organization, 
will be presented by the Society a library of one hundred volumes 
of selected works; said library to be augmented one hundred vol- 
umes annually, so long as the Sexagon shall remain in organiza- 
tion. 

And all these libraries and presentations shall be in addition 
to the regular weekly journal and annual engravings, books, and 
medallions, presented to each individual member, to encourage 
the cultivation of taste in literature and art. 

And in the rates of increase and union of Triunes and Library 
Branches, the size of libraries will be increased; so that a town- 
ship or village procuring from 300 to 500 members will receive 
annually from 1000 to 1500 volumes. 
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And when the Selectmen, Burgesses or other officers of a town 
shall set apart a proper place for the location of the library—in 
the school house, town hall, or other public place—the Society 
will support and pay the necessary expense attending the custody 
of books, so long (after the first year) as the Library Branch shall 
remain in organization, and the assessments of eight cents per 
week on each member be punctually paid; and when, in large 
communities or organizations of workingmen in manufacturing 
towns, a union of ten or more Sexagons shall be formed, the So- 
ciety will appoint a person from the members to perform the 
duties of librarian at a fixed and proper salary. 

And as, in some villages or towns, the organization of a Triune, 
Star, or Sexagon, may be the work of months, the enrollment of 
a single member from the town, opposite the name of such town, 
will be considered as forming the nucleus of the Triune in that 
locality; and the weekly journal and plate will be furnished such 
member from the date of his enrollment. And when thirteen 
names shall be enrolled, the Triune will be considered constitut- 
ed, and will be entitled to the advantages of organization. 

CONSTITUTION 

of the 

"SOCIETY OF THE IRON MAN/' 

The title of "IRON MAN/' borne by the Society, typifies the 
characteristics of the present age, and the material which the en- 
tire plan calls into action. The present Age is emphatically one 
of progress—of movement—of iron energy and enterprise. It is the 
age of IRON, in its Railroads, its Telegraphs, its Steamers, and the 
mighty machinery which its discoveries and inventions have 
rendered the necessities of life. It is IRON in the aspect of its 
politics, which discovers the masses of mankind arising and assert- 
ing the right of humanity to Life, Liberty, and happiness. These 
masses—the people—are the deep ORE of the party politic, out 
of which may be wrought the jewels and ornaments of life- 
Beauty, Honor, and Virtue. This ore has, of late, been upheaving 
itself, and breaking through the crust of ancient prejudices. It is 
rough and unshapely; but education, the great refiner, may mould 
it into proportion, and polish it into beauty. Education may shape 
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and elevate the people, until this Iron Age shall be richer and 
more glorious than a thousand ages of silver and gold. 

To partake, then, in the characteristics of the age, the Society 
of the IRON MAN was formed; and to carry out its lofty aims, it 
will bring to bear upon them the energy, the determination, the 
wide-seeing enterprise, and the far-reaching spirit of humanity, 
which are the qualities of the true MAN—which make him as an 
anchor for the right, and a wall of iron against the wrong. 

THE CENTRAL TRIUNE 

The Government of the Society is vested in the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Central Triune. The Central Triune consists of 
thirteen members, chosen annually from thirteen Sexagons—in 
the order of their numbering—from No. 1, upwards. Thus, for 
the year 1851, the Central Triune is composed of delegates from 
Sexagon No. 1, to Sexagon No. 13, inclusive. The next Central 
Triune will consist of delegates from Sexagon No. 14, to Sexagon 
No. 26, inclusive; and thus the elections will proceed, following 
the numbering of Sexagons. 

ANNUAL SESSION 

The regular yearly session of the Central Triune will be held 
on the 15th. of May, and continue one week; during which period 
the business of election of the Executive Committee shall take 
place, and the Reports of Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary and 
Auditors be acted upon. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The Executive Committee shall consist of Chairman, Secre- 
tary, Treasurer and two Auditors, and these officers shall be select- 
ed from the Society at large, and shall be appointed or removed 
by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the Central Triune. 

DUTIES OF THE CHAIRMAN 

To preside over all meetings of the Executive Committee. 
To decide all questions on which  the  Committee shall  be 

divided. 
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To sign all Certificates of membership, in conjunction with 
the Secretary. 

To countersign all drafts upon the Treasurer. 
To sit once a month, in connection with the Auditors, and 

receive the Reports of Secretary and Treasurer. 
To attest, with the auditors, the action taken on such reports. 
To preside at the annual meeting of the Central Triune. 
To sign all Charters granted to Library Branches. 
To report annually to the Central Triune. 

DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY 

To attend all meetings of the Executive Committee. 
To record minutes of the business of each meeting. 
To sign all official papers, and all official letters of the Com- 

mittee. 
To countersign all drafts upon the Treasury, receive a semi- 

monthly report from the Treasurer, and record the same, after 
attesting it by the Treasurer's monthly report, approved by the 
Chairman. 

To report monthly, to the Auditors and Chairman, concerning 
all business transacted by and through him. 

To act as Secretary at the annual meeting of the Central Triune. 
To report annually to the Central Triune. 

DUTIES OF THE TREASURER 

To receive all moneys paid to the Society, and to keep an 
exact account of the same. 

To sign all drafts or checks upon deposit of the Society. 
To invest safely the surplus funds of the Society, and to keep 

a faithful account of such investments. 
To report semi-monthly to the Secretary, of all moneys that 

have passed through his hands. 
To report, monthly, to the Auditors and Chairman concerning 

all business transacted in his department. 
To negotiate, by and with the counsel and consent of a ma- 

jority of the Executive Committee, all purchases and sales, or 
other business of the Society. 

To pay all bills against the Society, which are properly attested 
by the Chairman and Secretary. 

To report annually to the Central Triune. 
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DUTIES OF AUDITORS 

To sit once a month, in connection with the Chairman, and 
receive the reports of Secretary and Treasurer. 

To attest the same. 
To vote upon all business questions in Executive Committee. 
To superintend the package and shipment of libraries, books, 

etc., to the various branches, and to report, in Executive Com- 
mittee, at each meeting, concerning the same. 

To audit all claims against the Society, and attest their gen- 
uineness. 

To audit and attest the annual reports of Secretary and Treas- 
urer, before such reports are acted upon by the Central Triune. 

COMMITTEES 

The Chairman of the Executive Committee shall be, ex-officio, 
Chairman of all other Committees. 

The Executive Committee shall have power, in session, to elect 
such persons, members of the Society, as shall be deemed suitable 
to associate or fill vacancies in the several Committees. Provided, 
that at no period, shall any one of said Committees comprise more 
than five in number, including the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

The Standing Committees are as follows: 
On SCIENCE; on EDUCATION; on INDUSTRY; on LITERATURE; on 

ART; on GOVERNMENT. 

CHANCELLOR 

The Chancellor of the "Society of the Iron Man," shall be 
elected biennially, by a vote of three fourths of the members 
composing the Central Triune. 

The Chancellor of the Society shall be, ex-officio, the President 
of the Central Triune, and of all Library Branches; Honorary 
Chairman of all Committees; Chief Regent of the People's Col- 
lege; and Honorary Archon of each Industrial Colony. 

He may at all times examine the records, accounts, and books 
of the Society, and demand that any matter or question by him 
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proposed, shall be discussed and voted upon in Executive Com- 
mittee of the Central Triune. 

He may receive all bequests and donations made to the Society, 
and advise as to the disposal of the same; upon which advice the 
Central Triune shall take action at its next meeting. 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

The Board of Regents shall be selected from the past or present 
Senators of the United States; nominated by the Triune last or- 
ganized in the Congressional District in which the Senator re- 
sides; and chosen by a vote of two-thirds of the members compos- 
ing the Central Triune. 

Any member of the Board of Regents shall have power at all 
times to inspect the books and records of the Society, to examine 
the official reports, and to demand that the same be attested and 
verified by the Executive Committee. 

Any member of the Board of Regents shall have power to 
reject and strike from the catalogue of the Libraries, of his own 
Congressional District, all books which he may deem objection- 
able; and to demand that such books be replaced by others; Pro- 
vided, that his objections shall be made in writing and entered 
upon the Records of the Society. 

LIBRARY BRANCHES 

Upon the organization of a Library Branch, as follows,—it be- 
comes entitled to a charter and a library, which will be forwarded 
as soon as the Executive Committee shall be notified, officially, by 
the Secretary of the new Branch. 

ORGANIZATION OF LIBRARY BRANCHES 

A Star of twenty-six members, or a Sexagon of thirty-nine mem- 
bers, constitutes a Library Branch. 

The government of a Library Branch shall be vested in a 
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Librarians, 
elected annually from the members, by a majority of votes. 
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It is the duty of the President (or, in his absence, the Vice 
President,) to preside at all meetings of the Branch, and to pre- 
serve strict order and decorum. 

It is the duty of the Secretary to keep a fair record of the pro- 
ceedings of each meeting; to endorse all certificates of member- 
ship, and enroll the names of the holders; to receive all letters to 
the Branch, and lay them before the first meeting following the 
reception; and to answer them according to the action taken by 
the Branch. 

It is the duty of the Treasurer to receive and account for all 
moneys paid into the Branch; to keep a faithful account of the 
same; to collect assessments from members; to make all purchases 
or sales ordered by the Branch; and to report annually, or when 
called upon by a vote of the Branch, the business transacted. 

The Librarians shall have charge of the books and documents 
of the Society. It is their duty to keep the same in good order, 
numbered and shelved, and to deliver them to members of the 
Branch, when desired; to prepare catalogues; to arrange pictures, 
busts, or other ornaments donated to the Branch, and to be, ex- 
officio, member of all Committees on business connected with the 
books, pictures, or other property owned by the Branch. 

The By-laws of a Library Branch shall be established by the 
members thereof. 

ORGANIZATION OF TRIUNES, OR READING CLUBS 

The officers of a Triune shall consist of a Chairman, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Orator. 

The Chairman shall be chosen for one meeting only. 
The Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected for the duration 

of the Triune; i.e. until its union is effected with another Triune; 
when the two united become a Star, or Library Branch, and the 
exercises of the Triune merge in those of the Star. 

The Orator shall be chosen for one meeting, only. 
It shall be the Secretary's duty to attend to the opening and pre- 

paring of the place of meeting; and to keep a record of the busi- 
ness of each meeting. 

It shall be the Treasurer's duty to receive and be responsible 
for, all assessments paid, and to pay, to the order of the Central 
Triune, the proportion due, according to the Constitution of the 
Society. 

It shall be the duty of the Orator, immediately on election, to 
read to the Triune a Chapter of the "COSMOS" (the "Cosmos" is 
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always in order, but may be changed for any other work, by vote 
of the meeting) of Von Humboldt; and to propose a question in 
Science, History, Art, Politics, or Morals, for discussion by the 
Triune, during the meeting. 

And any Triune which shall appropriate and pay to the Central 
Triune 50 per cent, in addition to the regular assessments due to 
the Society, shall be considered a Star, or Library Branch, and 
shall be entitled to all the benefits accruing thereto. 

The By-laws of a Triune shall be established by the members 
thereof. 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

Clergymen in good standing, of all denominations, are Honor- 
ary members of the Society, and are entitled to the privileges of 
the Library Branches. 

Donors of Books, pamphlets, or other documents of interest, 
and Editors of Newspapers, are likewise Honorary Members of 
the Society, and entitled to the privileges of the Library. 

The payment of Fifty Dollars secures a Life Membership of 
the Society, with all its privileges. 

From Raleigh Committee.121 U. 

Raleigh, 

July 26th., 1851. 

Dear Sir: On behalf of your numerous friends in this City, we 
greet your arrival among us with sincere pleasure. 

Having resided here for four years, as the Chief Magistrate of 
our State, we can bear high and faithful testimony to your eminent 
social worth, as well as to your exalted political virtues. 

As the Head of a most important and interesting department 
of the National Government, we feel gratified by the ability and 
impartiality with which it has been administered by you. And, 
especially do we admire the unflinching zeal, and the efficient 
labor, and the enlightened talent, with which you have defended 
the great and noble cause of the Constitution and the Union. 

121 From the Hillsborough Recorder, August 4, 1851. 
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We have the honor to invite you to partake of a Public Dinner, 
at such time as will suit your convenience. 

With sentiments of high esteem, Your ob't Serv'ts, 
W. D. Haywood, Richd. Hines, Jas. Iredell, Chas. Manly, J. H. 
Bryan, C. L. Hinton, H. W. Miller, E. B. Freeman, H. W. 
Husted, Seaton Gales, Chas. E. Johnston, B. F. Moore, J. F. 
Taylor, G. B. Root, Geo. Little. 

To Raleigh Committee.122 

Raleigh, 

July 26th., 1851. 

Gentlemen: I deeply regret, that the necessity of pursuing my 
journey, on my return to Washington, with all convenient des- 
patch, denies me the pleasure of accepting your very kind and 
obliging invitation, in behalf of my friends, in Raleigh, to a 
public dinner. I however, beg those by whom it is tendered, to 
be assured that I received it as a new manifestation of their 
friendly regard, and of the hospitality of a community towards 
which I shall ever cherish grateful recollection, not merely on 
account of the kind offices of good neighborhood, experienced 
during my residence among them, but of a social intercourse, 
which dates back almost to my boyhood, and enrols among the 
citizens of Raleigh many of my most esteemed and trusted 
friends. To retain their good opinion will be to me, always, among 
the comforts of life, as well as an assurance, that whatever my 
fortune may bestow, has been obtained by no derogatory or un- 
worthy means. 

You have been pleased, Gentlemen, to refer in terms more com- 
plimentary than deserved, to my humble services in the admin- 
istration of a department of the Government, and in the cause of 
the Constitution and the Union. Called suddenly and unex- 
pectedly from the retirement of private life, to an important and 
responsible trust, at a time of much excitement in National affairs, 
I did not hesitate to accept a distinction which I conceived to be 
tendered in my person, to the steadfast and loyal character of my 
native State, rather than to the qualifications of the individual. 
And if there has been anything in the manner of discharging the 
duties of my post, which is at all worthy of the commendation in 

From the Hillsborough Recorder, August 4, 1851. 
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which you indulge, it is attributable mainly to the lessons learned 
in her schools, and some little experience in the conduct of her 
affairs. 

My leisure will not allow such a presentation of my views on 
the present state of the country, as would be agreeable to me, were 
it in my power to meet you as proposed by your invitation. I can- 
not, however, forbear to say, that in my opinion, the settlement 
of the vexed questions arising out of the acquisition of territory 
from Mexico, and the relations between the slaveholding and non 
slaveholding States, commonly called the compromise acts of 1850, 
ought to be regarded in all sections as a final adjustment; as upon 
its faithful observance must mainly depend the peace and quiet 
of the country. Whilst it has not effected every thing which our 
own section might have insisted on, or desired, it still, in my 
judgment, places our peculiar interests under a securer protection 
than they have enjoyed for the last twenty years. Not to mention 
the rejection of the Wilmot proviso from the Territorial bills of 
Utah and New Mexico, by a decisive vote of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, after the long protracted contest, year after year, upon 
Abolition petitions, it was an acquisition of no trifling impor- 
tance to obtain such an enactment as the Fugitive slave law. True, 
it does nothing more than enforce the covenant of the constitu- 
tion. But it is a legislative acknowledgement of our rights, and 
the provision of a sanction for their observance, such as I fear 
could not have been procured for many years preceding. 

But this is but a part of the benefit. The Judiciary of the 
United States sustains this law, in spirit and intent. The Justices 
and Judges, both of the higher and inferior courts, have every- 
where met the responsibilities imposed upon them by it, in a 
manner, and with an ability, learning and fortitude, worthy of the 
disciples and successors of John Marshall. They have not only 
maintained it in execution, but vindicated it in elaborate charges 
to the juries, which they have caused to be published for general 
information. We are a people of precedents, and of habitual rev- 
erence for the opinions of the Judiciary, under the high sanctions 
of official oaths. These Judicial addresses will do far more to cor- 
rect vitiated public opinion at the North, than all the arguments 
of statesmen or politicians on the floor of Congress. 

Nor is this all. The executive of the United States stands ready, 
in every case legally requiring it, to bring the military power to 
the aid of the civil officer, in the execution of this Law. And here, 
I shall not be restrained by any apprehension of being thought 
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guilty of adulation by the censorious few, from doing an act of 
justice to the Chief Magistrate of a nation, in bearing my testi- 
mony to the "clearness in his great office," with which he has 
trodden the path of duty, in regard to this statute, without usur- 
pation, ostentation, or evasion, without vanity, fear or reproach. 
Such concurrent action on the part of every department of the 
Federal Government, not only gives to us the protection of a pub- 
lic authority, but cannot but have a salutary effect in bringing 
back the people of the non-slaveholding states to a sense of their 
obligations under the constitution, and convincing those who are 
sincere, that instead of conscience requiring their aid in the escape 
of the slave, or passive indifference in regard to him, it demands 
that they shall give their assistance in all proper cases, for his re- 
capture and surrender. Need I add, that a large part of the press, 
the pulpit, and the public men of the North, at the head of whom 
stands the great expounder of the constitution, are also on our side 
in the contest. 

While these good influences are at work on our behalf in the 
non slaveholding states, and the Government throws over us the 
shield of its protection, in maintaining the compromise, it is with 
unfeigned regret that I perceive in our own section of the coun- 
try, some who, while professing a willingness to abide by it, dis- 
parage it in such terms as to persuade all others not to do so; 
others who regard it as of no effect, and are ready to reagitate the 
whole subject of slavery, ad infinitum; while others denounce it 
as a most intolerable grievance, making a real casus belli, and 
justifying a Revolution of the Government, under the name of 
secession. 

I cannot now discuss these various positions. But it cannot es- 
cape observation, that the advocates of all three of them are most 
anxious to obtain a recognition of the doctrine that a State may, 
at pleasure, secede from the Union, and that after such declara- 
tion of secession, there is no longer any power in the Government 
of the United States to enforce the Laws of the United States with- 
in our limits. Their anxiety and zeal for this doctrine in theory, 
places the two classes of persons first adverted to, in the same cate- 
gory with the practical secessionist. If the fact be undeniable, 
that one is for immediate secession, and another solicitous to have 
his right recognized to do so with impunity, it is difficult to per- 
ceive how he could more effectually aid and encourage him to 
that fatal result. 

Nor can I dwell on the doctrine of secession further than to 
say, that it is utterly inconsistent with, and repugnant to, the con- 
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stitution of the United States; and that it was fully discussed, and 
in my opinion refuted, along with nullification, in the winter, 
1832-33. 

I counsel no abatement of vigilance over the true rights of the 
South, and shall be the last to surrender the right of Revolution, 
should aggressions and grievances arise to justify it. I trust, how- 
ever, that if such a state of things shall ever occur, we shall make 
an out and out Revolution, which shall leave no room for doubt, 
and entrap no man's conscience. In the meantime, by faithfully 
adhering to the terms of adjustment agreed on in the compromise 
acts, by the exertions and sacrifices of patriots of both the great 
parties which have divided the country, we shall entitle ourselves 
to have them in like manner observed and kept, on the part of 
our Northern brethren, and in the event of a last appeal after a 
failure in our just expectations, we would stand justified to our- 
selves, and before the judgment of mankind. I fondly hope, how- 
ever, that there is yet patriotism enough in all sections to preserve 
our Union in its true spirit, and transmit the blessings of the con- 
stitution to the latest posterity. 

I am, Gentlemen, with sincere respect, 

your ob't serv't. 

To Messrs. Haywood and others, committee. 

From Henry K. Burgivyn. U. 

Jackson, N. C, 

July 26th., 1851. 

I have suddenly determined to make a short and rapid visit to 
the North of Italy, (where my wife has relatives) on a matter of 
business. I shall probably pass through Vienna, and parts of the 
Austrian Dominions. I should be very sorry to meet with deten- 
tion from any cause. It would be very desirable, therefore, if pos- 
sible, to be charged with some mission that will facilitate my pas- 
sage thro' the country, bearer of dispatches, for example, without 
pay. May I beg of you a letter of introduction to the President, 
merely stating who I am, my standing as a private Gentlemen, 
unconnected with Politics, (tho' always a Whig) not at all de- 
sirous of medling with the Politics of any Country thro' which I 
may pass, & travelling upon my own business. 
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Any other assistance you can render me will be thankfully re- 
ceived. I expect to visit Florence, Trieste, & probably Rome & 
Geneva on my return. I expect to pass thro' Washington City in 
a week, on my way to take passage, please direct to me there. 

From James I. Waddell. U. 

Hillsboro', 

North Carolina, 

July 27th., 1851. 

I feel authorized to make known my desires to you, privately, 
from the conversation which you had with my Father while on a 
visit to Hillsboro', & trust you will not think it a liberty. 

Should the exigences of the Service be such as to deny my re- 
quest for a month longer to be with my parents, and give myself 
a better opportunity of recovering health, I desire to occupy one 
of three places—1st. the position of Assistant to Professor Hop- 
kins.123 

2nd. Orders to the practise Ship 
for Midshipmen at the Naval School. 

3rd. Orders to the Coast Survey on 
the Atlantic Coast. 

The position of Assistant under Professor Hopkins, I desire 
first, because I will not be subjected to exposure, and be with 
the Physicians who have been attending me for my disease. And 
I apply for this place, because, through a letter from an officer of 
the School, I am informed that Pass'd Mid'n DeBree124 has in- 
formed the Superintendant of the School of his intention to ap- 
ply to be detached. I don't think my health has sufficiently recov- 
ered as yet, to enable me to discharge the duties of the 2nd., or 
3rd. plans as energetically as would be necessary, or as I would 
desire. Yet, I am willing to try either, and, if unable, I can but 
retire from that duty. But the first of these requests I feel better 
able to perform than either of the other two. 

Truly Yours, 

^William Fenn Hopkins (1802-1859), a graduate of West Point and assistant 
professor there, who resigned from the army in 1836 and taught at the Kentucky 
Military Institute and William and Mary College. He taught at the Naval Academy 
from 1850 until his death. 

V2* Alexander M. DeBree, of Virginia, who had entered the navy in 1841. He 
resigned in 1861 and was a lieutenant in the Confederate navy. 



178 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

From F. N. Waddell. 

[On same page] 

My dear Sir! ! 

James has submitted the foregoing to me, & I feel assured, from 
the conversation which I had with you just previous to your leav- 
ing Hillsboro', whatever can, with propriety, be done to meet his 
views, will be cheerfully accorded to him. If you remember our 
conversation, you seemed to express no doubt but that a situation 
could be had which, while it afforded him an opportunity of dis- 
charging his public duty, would be agreeable to him. I trust I do 
not ask too much of you, that his wishes may be complied with, 
particularly as to his first or second application. Any great expo- 
sure might be attended with serious consequences to him, and 
his preservation to me personally, is of much moment. You see, 
my dear Sir, I write you just as I feel & think, indeed, as a back- 
woodsman, unpractised in the art of glossing things to make them 
appear what they are not. 

Very truly your friend 

From C. C. Graham.125 U. 

S. H. Forge, 

July 27th., 1851. 

My Dear Uncle 

Your kind favor of the 24th. Inst., informing me of the sup- 
posed death by drowning of Bro' Frank, Dr. Knox, & others, on 
28th. May, is just to hand. I also see mention made of it in the 
Intelligencer, & Register of to day's mail. It would indeed have 
been sad news, had I not just finished the perusal of an interest- 
ing letter from Frank dated San Francisco, "May 31st."—In which 
he states—"I have been for the last ten days up in the Country 30 
miles above the City on Pablo Bay, and returned to this City yes- 
terday morning. I spent a day or two with Dr. Knox at his Ranch, 
and was very much pleased with his Farm and improvements, etc., 
etc." I am thus hasty in reply, hoping that, if you have not already 
been advised, to alleviate the grief Mrs. K. must suffer on learn- 

m Charles Connor Graham   (1819-1886), of Memphis, the eldest son of John D. 
Graham, a graduate of the University, a banker and commission merchant. 
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ing such afflicting news of her husband. I give but little credence 
as to their death by drowning, as the letter is dated three days 
after the supposed casualty, & speaks of having been with Dr. 
Knox on Pablo Bay on the 28th, & having returned to the City 
on the 30th. 

I reached home ab't three weeks ago from a lengthy Western 
tour. Spent a day with Geo. Graham at the Farm near Memphis, 
both going and returning. Geo's appearance is much improved, 
& I think he has grown into a steady business man. He married a 
pretty & clever Lady, near Holly Springs, ab't three weeks before 
my return. His Sister, Lydia, married last Winter. 

At Memphis we (there was seven of us) took boat for N. Or- 
leans, from thence a Steam Ship to Galveston, Texas, where we 
tarried a day for the ship to unload, & where I met an aqauain- 
tance of yours, Gen'l M. Hunt,126 whose views were of service to 
me in my travel thro' Texas. From Galveston we went to Indi- 
anola, at present the Gov. shipping point on Laraca Bay. Here we 
Bo't Mustang Ponies, and travelled due North up the Guadalupe 
River, some two hundred miles. This country is entirely prairie, 
no timber for great distances, except narrow belts or strips on the 
water courses. The soil is cov'd with marl, very fertile, and as level 
as the bed of the Ocean in a calm, well adapted to the culture of 
Sugar, Cotton or grain, but it is more noted just now for fine 
stock. I had no idea that Cattle grew so large 'till I saw those on 
the Guadalupe, we were credibly informed (& the appearance 
seemed to justify the belief) that the average weight of the four 
year old was from two to three thousand lbs., & what is very sur- 
prising to we of the old States, they attain this great weight not 
only without feeding, but even without being salted, the breezes 
from the Gulf depositing sufficient saline matter upon the grass 
to answer the requirements of nature. 

The Musquite is the natural grass, coming very early in the 
Spring, & then again in Sept., & remaining green all winter. The 
climate of this region, I take to be unfavorable to health, & the 
population a mixture of the Low Dutch & Mexican. 

From Gonzales on the Guadalupe, we travelled due East, cross- 
ing the Colorado at Lagrange, the Brazos at Washington, the 

^Memucan Hunt (1807-1856), of Texas, a native of North Carolina, where he 
became a planter and businessman. He moved to Mississippi, and, at the outbreak 
of the Texas Revolution, raised a company for service there. He was closely as- 
sociated with Thomas Jefferson Green. He was made a major general in 1836, 
and raised many troops and spent large sums of money in the cause. He was 
envoy and minister to the United States where he worked for annexation. He 
was for a time Secretary of the Navy, and served as a private in the Mexican War. 
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Trinity at Palestine, Red River at Fulton, & on Eastward to Cam- 
den, Ark. Eastern Texas is more broken, not so fertile, but well 
timbered, and has the appearance of health, in fact a good deal 
like Lincoln County, except the lands are of better quality Sc the 
climate well adapted to the growth of cotton. I was two or three 
days with Martha and Henry in Camden, Camden is rather a pret- 
ty little place, located on a high bluff on the Western bank of 
the Ouchita River. It is regarded as the head of Steam Navigation 
& is visited by Boats of the 1st. Class six months in the year. The 
citizens appeared healthy, peacable, & clever, a pleasant place to 
live at, but not profitable for either the Dr. or Lawyer. 

Fayette City, Ark. we thought combined more advantages than 
any other section we visited, the particular location 40 miles west 
of Camden, & 16 east of Red River. Five of us authorized Col. 
Dockery, who lives in the immediate neighborhood, to purchase 
for us Five thousand acres land. Three of the company purpose 
moving in Oct next. My movements will depend on the report 
they make, and my ability to sell my possessions here. If I never 
move, I regard the purchase as a good one, even in the way of 
speculation. The Iron works, by close application, pays pretty 
well, but it is a species of property I dislike entailing on those 
who come after me. Ten years next Nov. my Father gave me, ac- 
cording to his estimation, seven thousand dollars worth of prop- 
erty. I now have Twenty thousand dollars at Int., 31 negroes, & 
if I could get 2/3 of his estimated value for my Forge lands, would 
be enabled to carry Westward some 32 or 33 thousand dollars in 
money. I believe with the same management I could realize as 
much, or more, by raising cotton in Ark. The occupation I know 
to be more pleasant, and the society better. Some of my connexion 
censure me for disposing of my In't at Ves Furnace. Altho' I 
rec'd no interest at the Furnace from inheritance, yet, owing to 
its having been a long time in the family, I parted with my share 
with reluctance. I made numerous proposals to Col. Brevard to 
purchase, & after ascertaining that he was determined not to sell, 
knowing that a co'pt with an old and intemperate man would end 
in trouble, resolved to be out of the concern, & even the short 
time that has transpired since that time, convinces me that I was 
right in so doing. He gave me $1500.00 more than the purchase 
money, & I reserved my entire In'st in rocks, Mines, minerals, etc. 
May & our two Boys are absent at this time, visiting our Charlotte 
and Mecklenburg connections. 
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We are suffering greatly for want of rain, I don't think more 
than half a crop can be raised, even should it be seasonable from 
this on, and yet there is not the slightest cloud to be seen. 

V *W" TF "W IF 

From George E. Badger. A. 

Raleigh, 

Aug. 3rd, 1851. 

When you were in Raleigh a public dinner was tendered to 
you by certain gentlemen on behalf of the Citizens. Of that move- 
ment I had no notice whatever; whether I was passed over from 
design or forgetfulness and with whom either originated, I am 
utterly ignorant. I have thought on reflection, that it is right you 
should know this—that it is due to you, due to myself, demanded 
by the friendly relations which, for so many years, have subsisted 
between us—relations which I have always valued, & desire to 
cherish. 

I do not choose you should, by my silence, joined to the pur- 
pose or the negligence of others, be led to suppose me inimical or 
indifferent to any offer of a mark of respect & consideration to 
you, when in fact no man is more ready than I am to join in such 
an offer, now and at all times. 

Very truly & faithfully 
Yours 

From Millard Fillmore. U. 

Washington, 

August 4th., 1851. 

You are hereby appointed Acting Secretary of War during the 
temporary absence from the seat of Government of the Hon. 
Charles M. Conrad. 
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From John Kerr. U. 

Yanceyville, 

August 6th., 1851. 

Your letter of the 14th. ult., written to me from Hillsboro', 
was received at a moment when I was in deep distress, for the 
death of one of my children. I, therefore, did not answer it 
promptly, and can even now with difficulty, bring myself to feel 
my usual degree of interest in the matters of public concernment 
to which your letter refers. 

Tomorrow is our election day, and I am disposed to hope that 
we shall do well in this district for Calvin Graves, although he has 
acted in such a way as to discourage all effort on the part of the 
friends of the Union. He is as deficient in manly independence as 
he is wont to be, on this important occasion, and fears to let his 
views and feelings be fully disclosed to the public. Under such 
circumstances, many will vote against him who would otherwise 
vote for him, and the result in this County will be far less auspi- 
cious than I, at one time, hoped for. Yet, if in Granville, and 
Chatham, and old Orange, the Union democrats vote as it is said 
they will—for Graves—we shall come very near beating Venable 
and will rebuke him severely for his subserviency to the politi- 
cians of South Carolina. 

Our own State is at this time, under evil influences—the Whig 
party is disbanded, and the democrats are united. The friends of 
the administration and the Union, are afraid to organize, and act 
boldly, and we are destined to overthrow, by reason of mutual 
jealousies among our public men, who seem to be afraid to do 
any thing for the Country, lest they should lose something them- 
selves. 

To my certain knowledge, Mr. Fillmore is very acceptable, not 
only to the Whigs, of N. Carolina, but also to very many demo- 
crats, and if a proper movement were now made in his favor, in 
this State, he and the measures he is pledged to sustain, would be 
most triumphantly vindicated, and securely established in the 
confidence of the people. 

The Raleigh Standard is a disunion organ, published at our 
own seat of Government, & is doing much injury, and ought to 
be attacked and exposed in popular assemblies. But we can get no 
united action on the part of the friends of the Country, whilst 
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those who sympathise with South Carolina are bold, energetic, 
and united. 

Such, in my opinion, is the state of things in our State, and it is 
much to be deplored. What can we do? Shall we call the people 
together after the election, and vindicate the compromise, and 
fully organize a Union Whig party in favor of Fillmore for presi- 
dent? 

This is the course which my judgment dictates as the right one, 
and I have the vanity to believe that I can go into the Whig coun- 
ties of this State, and excite more enthusiasm for Fillmore, and 
the compromise, than any man, or set of men, can excite in any 
part of the State against them—with democrats, or any other peo- 
ple. 

God knows, I have no longing for political honors, and desire 
for the residue of life to withdraw myself as much as possible 
from active participation in public affairs, but I am so deeply im- 
pressed with the sense of obligation to the President, for the part 
he has acted since his accession to the high office he now fills; and 
the necessity of sustaining the compromise, that I cannot refrain 
from doing anything and every thing than an honorable man may 
do to support the present administration, and put down all trait- 
ors and agitators, who would hoist upon us again the flood gates 
of disunion and ruin, by renewing the strife upon the slavery 
question. If I could only get my Whig friends generally, in the 
State, either to go ahead of me, or to stand by me generously 
when I might go ahead, I would ask no more, to insure victory 
over the combined forces of disunionist and selfish democrats, 
who, for a party triumph, will do any thing, even at the hazard 
of ruining their country. 

Clingman, I fear, will be re-elected, and the contest between 
Dockery and Caldwell is of doubtful issue, whilst Ruffin will, in 
all probability, run Stanly hard, if he does not defeat him. In such 
a state of things, I hope you will pardon me for asking your friend- 
ly advice as to what your friends, and the friends of the country 
ought to do. We must do something, and that promptly, or we 
shall be irretrievably ruined as a party in this State. 

I have written a much longer letter than I intended to write 
when it was commenced. Long letters to public men, I know, are 
justly esteemed great bores, but from an old professional associate, 
and sincere friend, I hope you will in this instance, excuse it, 
especially as it is the result of an earnest desire to be useful in 
some way to the administration of which you are a member, and 
to our common country. 
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From Hezekiah G. Spruill. U. 

Plymouth, 

North Carolina, 

August 8th., 1851. 

The Elections are over in our State, and we have but little in- 
telligence except from a few adjoining counties. We know enough 
to assure us of the election of the Hon. Edward Stanly by a tri- 
umphant majority. Washington County gave him a majority of 
194—a gain over his last vote of 45. This is a great triumph, 
as it was thought that Ruffin would carry the County. Tyrrel Coun- 
ty gave him a majority of 261—a decrease of 24. Beaufort a major- 
ity of 436—a gain of 150 over his last vote. It is reported that there 
is a small gain for Stanly in Craven and Pitt. His majority in the 
District must range from 3 to 500. 

Fears are entertained for the success of Col. Outlaw. No open 
opposition, his friends became lukewarm, and, as far as heard 
from, a small vote. The other party secretly run a Mr. Martin,127 

of Eliz. City, and have concentrated on him all over the district. 
I should not be surprised to hear that Martin was elected—an 

event, I find, confidently counted on by the enemies of Col. Out- 
law. 

Additional returns gives Stanly a majority in Pitt of 46, and 
Ruffin a majority in Greene of 29. Wayne gave Ruffin a major- 
ity of 809. 
Stanly must be elected, but by a less majority than I estimated 
above. 

From Hamilton C. Jones. U. 

Como, 

August 9th., 1851. 

I am encouraged to believe, from a slight self comparison with 
some who have borne the office of visitor to West Point, that I 
may not be utterly unqualified to fill that very important and 
lucrative post. So if you will mention my name to the appointing 
authority, and the Prince shall see proper to reward me; so; if not, 

127 William Francis Martin, of Pasquotank  County,  a graduate of the  Univer- 
sity. He was colonel of the Seventeenth North Carolina Regiment in the Civil War. 
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he may— (I won't say kill the next Percy himself; for that would 
imply that I meant to abate in the duty I owe to my Whig prin- 
ciples) but he may rest assured that the refusal will neither 
"break my leg, nor pick my pocket." 

P. S. If it is usual to consult members of Congress about this 
appointment, and you happen to think of it, I would thank you 
to mention to some one of my friends in that body. Unless they 
are precommitted, I believe almost any one of them would pro- 
mote these humble views. 

From Henry W. Miller. U. 

Sunday night—8 o'clock, 

[Aug. 11th, 1851.] 

Thank you for your letters. I have only time to say that Stanly 
is certainly elected by about 200 majority. All the Counties heard 
from except Jones and Tyrrell. Stanly gained 45 in Washington, 
although the entire influence of Collins and Spruill were against 
him. He and Collins had a fight in Plymouth on the day of the 
election. 

Dockery is, I presume from the returns received, certainly 
elected by an increased majority of several hundred over Deber- 
ry's majority. In Anson his Maj. is 560. He fell off in Richmond. 
Increased or gained in Macon, and some other Counties, which I 
do not now remember. 

Venable is elected, but has not by several hundred received a 
majority of the voters of the District. If we can only carry Gaither 
against Clingman, making 6 out of 9,1 shall shout for the Union, 
the Constitution, and Fillmore. 

Invitation. U. 

Elizabeth City, N. C, 

August 14th., 1851. 

Sir:—The honor of your company is most respectfully solicited 
at a Public Dinner and Ball, to be given at Nag's Head Hotel, on 
Friday the 5th. of September, 1851. 
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COMMITTEE OF INVITATION AND RECEPTION. 

John Pool, Abram W. Riddick, 
R. R. Heath, Joseph McCleese, 
Charles W. Skinner, Cornelius G. Lamb, 
W. F. Riddick, H. K. Burgwyn, 
H. A. Gilliam, Benj. T. Simmons, 
H. B. Short, J°hn A. Anderson, 
Asa Biggs, Joseph Halsey. 

AT A MEETING of the visitors at Nag's Head, held on Saturday, 
the 9th. August, 1851, Joseph Halsey, Esq., having been called to 
the chair, and H. A. Gilliam, Esq., appointed Secretary, it was 
unanimously 

RESOLVED, That this meeting, assembled on the spot, composed 
of citizens resident upon the various rivers and water courses di- 
rectly interested in re-opening Nag's Head Inlet, do reiterate the 
immense importance of the work, both to our State and to the 
General Government—that the annual saving to the State and to 
the commerce of the Government, beside the saving of human 
life, will justify the enterprise—and that these considerations 
united, imperatively demand that the work shall be done, and done 
immediately. 

RESOLVED,, that we have entire confidence and trust in the prac- 
ticability of the work, upon the estimate made by the Engineers 
who have examined and reported upon the subject—and we be- 
lieve that it is a work strictly National in its character, and should 
be completed at the cost of the Government Treasury. 

RESOLVED, That as a means to the attainment of this object, we 
desire to keep this subject prominently before the attention of 
the public, and for this purpose we recommend that a Public Din- 
ner be given at Nag's Head on the fifth day of September—and 
that the Committee of Invitation invite the President of the Unit- 
ed States, and the Members of his Cabinet, the Ex-Governors 
of North Carolina, with His Excellency Governor Reed, and the 
members of his Cabinet, the Senators and Members elect to the 
National Congress from our State, Walter Gwynn, and such other 
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distinguished citizens of the State as they shall think proper, to 
meet us and accept our hospitality on that occasion. 

Joseph Halsey, Chm'n. 
Henry A. Gilliam, Sec'y. 

From James Graham. U. 

Earhart Place, 

August 17th, 1851. 

I would have been pleased to have met you at Hillsboro', but 
I contemplate now a trip to East Tennessee in search of my negro, 
who has been run away three years. I am informed by negroes 
that he was taken off by one Duncan. 

I was pained to learn from the newspapers that Frank Graham, 
Dr. Knox and others were drowned at San Francisco. I presume 
from the names and places of residence of each individual lost, 
being correctly stated, that the Report is true. 

Dockery has beaten Caldwell over 1000 votes and the Whigs 
here are much gratified at the result. Gaither was defeated by a 
very large vote. He ought not to have been a candidate. He is un- 
popular. He failed in property to a large amount a few years since; 
and all persons who suffered by his failure were active, loud and 
bitter in denouncing him. He is a proud haughty man, and his 
enemies are numerous through the district. A great number of 
people refused to vote for either Candidate; and others voted for 
Clingman to keep Gaither out. Gaither is an ultra Whig. The 
Democrats all united on Clingman for the purpose of destroying 
the Whig party, and unfortunately, the Whigs have no man in 
that District of any personal popularity. 

The Whig party must have a more able News Paper at Wash- 
ington and at Raleigh, or they never can sustain themselves in the 
Union, or in this State. The Democratic papers have more ability 
and infinitely more popular tact. The Press disseminates knowl- 
edge through the Country, and influences and forms public opin- 
ion. 

The Drought has been very general and hurtful in nearly all 
this region of Country, next year will be very scarce of provisions. 
My Crops are the best I have seen, but they will fall far below a 
full Crop. In the country at large, I think not more than one third 
of an average Crop will be made; and in some places not one 
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Bushel to the Acre. I presume the scarcity of provisions will com- 
pell many to remove West this year. 

The Columbia Rail Road is finished to within 8 or 10 miles of 
Chesterville, which is 34 miles from my plantation on the River. 
I think the Secession party in S. C. are about to be checked and 
overthrown in that State by the uprising of the Union party 
there. A great reaction in the public sentiment is taking place 
since the Union meetings began. Co-operation—Secession is the 
half way house of the Union party—That is a broad platform, and 
will hold a large number. 

I think you would do well to dispose of your Rail Road Con- 
tract as you cannot give it personal attention. I desire you to 
procure for me a Receipt for making Pickled Pork. At Cincinatti 
they prepare large quantities of pickled pork for the Navy—You 
can get the Receipt from Cincinatti—It is said Pickled Pork goes 
further among negroes than any other kind of meat. You would 
do well to put up your own meat for negroes in that manner. I 
loose some meat every year in the Bacon form. 

*    #    #    #    # 

My health is better than usual. My soar throat annoys me less. 
I think the use of Tar water has been of great advantage to it. 

*afe      "    dfc dfc dfc Tr "IP TP IP 

If you would ride on horse back two or three miles every day, 
I think it would preserve your health—or sling the blind Bells 20 
minutes twice a day. 

To James Graham. U. 

Washington City, 

Aug. 18th, 1851. 

Since my return to Washington, I have been much occupied 
in attending to the Departments of the Interior, and of War, the 
Heads of these being absent as well as the President, who has gone 
to the White Sulphur Springs, Va. 

During the past week, however, I took a day, and carried all 
my family on a Steam Boat excursion to Mount Vernon and Fort 
Washington. My two youngest children are experiencing some 
injury from the confinement of the City, and I think of taking 
them all next Saturday to Piney Point, the mouth of Potomac, 
where there is tolerable Salt Bathing, though I must return on 
Monday following. 
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Before the departure of the President, Mr. Corwin gave notice 
that he would probably resign on his return, owing to the fact 
that he had been one of the Counsel of Gardner, a claimant who 
received $428,000. by decree of the late Board on Mexican claims, 
and who, you observe, is indicted for perjury, in the prosecution 
of his claim. Corwin was one of his original Counsel, and pur- 
chased an interest in the claim, and although he sold out, and 
withdrew, when he went into the Treasury, he does not consider 
it delicate to retain his place in the administration, if it shall be- 
come its duty to endeavour to recover their money. He is now 
waiting the return of Gardner from Europe to see if he cannot 
explain the affair satisfactorily. I shall regret to part with him, 
if he determines to go. The President desired us to cast about for 
a successor, in entire confidence, in the event he shall resign. As 
far as any opinion was expressed, it was in favor of Jos. R. Inger- 
soll,128 from his location. But the President remarked, that it 
might be necessary for me to succeed to it, and let some one else 
take the Navy. I believe I can be more useful where I am, and am 
sure I shall be much better contented, and shall deprecate the 
necessity of going into the Treasury, if it shall occur. I hope, how- 
ever, that Corwin will yet remain, though I think, independently 
of the Gardner affair, he is rather desirous to retire. 

You have heard, no doubt, of the sad fate of Dr. Knox and J. F. 
Graham. Chas. sent me a letter of Frank, dated 31st. of May, from 
which he had hoped the published account was untrue, as that 
stated the catastrophe to have happened on the 28th. Later ad- 
vices leave no doubt of their loss, and it is alleged to have occur- 
red on the 4th. of June. 

TF * * w * 

The elections in N. C. have turned out well, except in the 
Mountain district, where Gaither has signally failed. 

Waddy Thompson is here, having come on at the instance of 
Corwin, in reference to the Gardner affair, and in addition to 
having been counsel, ought to have had some knowledge of the 
case, from his residence in Mexico. Gardner was one of his most 
intimate associates here last winter, and was introduced by him 
into society everywhere, with his wife and Sister in Law. He re- 
covered near half a million, for an alleged interruption in work- 
ing mines of silver and Quicksilver, when it is now stated that 

128 Joseph Reed Ingersoll (1786-1868), of Pennsylvania, a graduate of Princeton, 
lawyer, Whig Member of Congress, 1835-1837, 1841-1849, minister to Great 
Britain, 1852-1853. 
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there is no mine of the latter metal in Mexico, and that he was a 
strolling dentist in the Capitol of Mexico, without means to buy 
or work a mine of any kind. 

I have had no letter from Hillsboro* since my return, and do 
not know whether there has been rain there. If not, the crop of 
that region will be cut shorter than it was in 1845. 

I failed to dispose of my Railroad contract, and expect to com- 
mence work on it this fall or winter. Mr. Johnston writes me that 
he has returned from Virginia, whither he went [to] see work of 
that kind in progress, and is making ready to begin. 

Gen'l Edney is hereabouts, and now seeks the appointment of 
Comm'r to China, which he can't obtain, tho' Mangum has given 
him quite an urgent letter, as I learn, putting his claim upon the 
deserts of N. C. and Judge Pearson certifies to his Judicial ability. 
I went to see Mangum a week ago. He is still here, and I believe 
will remain, untill he is carried to the Congressional burying 
ground. 

IP * TT * "W* 

From Denison Olmsted. A. 

Yale College, 

Augt. 21st, 1851. 

It has often been a source of pleasing reflection to me that I 
was permitted to bear some humble part in fitting you, in early 
life, for that elevated post of honor and usefulness to which Pro- 
vidence has conducted you; and I avail myself of the place I may 
possibly have in your recollections, to ask your interest in favor 
of my particular friend, Rev. Dr. Sprague,129 of Albany, N. Y. 

Dr. S. is collecting materials for an elaborate biography of 
American Clergymen of all denominations, in which he hopes to 
give a tolerably complete sketch of all who have been distin- 
guished for eminent talents, piety, or services, in every part of the 
United States. Among these he wishes to include of course Presi- 

129 The Reverend William Buell Sprague (1795-1876), of New York, a native of 
Connecticut, a graduate of Yale and of the Princeton Theological Seminary, who 
had a great reputation as a scholar and preacher. He was a collector and writer, 
with a somewhat dubious reputation regarding autograph letters, of which he 
had forty thousand in his possession at his death. 
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dent Caldwell and Bishop Ravenscroft.130 Will it be compatible 
with your onerous engagements to give him your reminiscences 
of either or both these remarkable men? Or if not, will you direct 
him to the best sources of information with whom he may corre- 
spond? Perhaps, if you cannot find time for a full sketch of Dr. C. 
or Bp. R. you may at least favor him with a few recollections. 

Could Judge Nash be induced to contribute some things to- 
wards the same desirable object? 

Unwilling longer to tresspass upon your valuable time, I sub- 
scribe myself. 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

Charlotte, 

Aug. 21st, 1851. 

I cannot forbear the gratifying information that Gen'l Dockery 
is elected to Congress from our district by a thousand majority, 
at least, with a probability that it is even greater than that num- 
ber. The canvass has been conducted in reference chiefly to the 
issue of Secession, and acquiescence in the measures of the com- 
promise, and the course of the administration. 

Our proximity to South Carolina, and constant intercourse 
with the people, gave prominence to the views in the County of 
Mecklenburg, and played havoc with the organization of the 
Whigs in Mecklenburg. This state of things is truly deplorable, 
as we had hoped that after the next arrangement of the Counties, 
that Mecklenburg might be relied on as a Whig and Conservative 
County. Bad as it is, however, it barely disturbs our gratification 
at the minor triumph which we have achieved. 

130 John Stark Ravenscroft (1772-1830), the first Episcopal bishop of North Caro- 
lina, a native of Virginia, who was educated in England and at William and 
Mary College. He became a lawyer and country gentleman, and at the age of 
forty-five entered the ministry. He was rector of a Richmond church when he 
was chosen bishop. He was able and tireless, working also in Tennessee and 
Kentucky. 



192 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

From George S. Bryan. U. 

Charleston, 

August 22nd., 1851. 
Private. 

Before I bring to your notice the special matter upon which I 
desire to address you, let me congratulate you on the happy re- 
sult of the elections in your State—so pleasant to all lovers of the 
Union, and which must be so deeply gratifying to you,—now so 
prominently identified with the charge of its fortunes and destiny. 
There, as everywhere else, save in my own unhappy State, the 
Flag of the Republic is winning glorious victories over its ene- 
mies. And it is of South Carolina, in a somewhat better, tho' still 
uncertain and critical condition, that I seek to advise with you. 

I think it now almost reduced to a certainty, that the co-opera- 
tionists, upon the merits of the case, between them and their 
opponents, will carry the State, and rule the Convention. I say, 
upon the merits of the issue, properly involved in the question of 
separate State action or co-operation. This, the Leaders of the Se- 
cessionists are beginning to perceive—and, despairing of success 
upon the legitimate argument before the people, and the stimulus 
which the cause itself would give to the passions of the people— 
they are now improving and seeking every occasion to madden 
and inflame the State, to the point of blind recklessness and fury. 
The refusal of Col. Irving to give the customary use of the Fort 
on Sullivan's Island, was a most opportune event for them. It gave 
them all the aliment upon which they have lived in this immedi- 
ate vicinity. It commanded the sympathy of the young and en- 
thusiastic. These they have embodied and organized, and will 
hold through the force of party association and pride of consis- 
tency. Something has been made out of the arrival of a few troops 
to man—or rather, to take possession of Fort Sumpter. The re- 
ported refusal of admission to this place, indiscriminately, to all 
comers, has been used as a handle too. This has so far proved a 
failure. It is believed here, and so reported, that a large force has 
been sent to Smithville, on our Northern border—a station hither- 
to neglected. This last movement has created a very deep excite- 
ment—and I am sure if it could be proved, or established to a 
reasonable certainty, that it was intended for this State, that the 
Administration intended these as hostile demonstrations, to over- 
awe the deliberations of the State, or had a view to final coercion— 
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it would utterly destroy the co-operationists, and indeed, leave 
the State no opponent in their ranks. This I have a right to say. 
The co-operationists would immediately join the Secessionists, 
in a call upon the Gov'r to bring our Legislature together, in 
order to an immediate Secession from the Union. I submit this 
as information. 

If the Gov't prefer the argument of the co-operationists to the 
action of the Secessionists, I would, with great deference suggest, 
that nothing should be done by it that could plausibly be con- 
strued into a menace of force. 

I myself believe in the conservative virtue of the South, and I 
do not fear the argument—however seductive—of the co-operation 
disunionists or Southern Confederacy people. I have some hope 
for the Union, even in this State, if, in any way, time can be 
gained for our people, to realize fully their true position, in re- 
lation to the South, the Union and the world. The Union is this 
day incomparably stronger positively in So. Carolina than when 
I had the happiness of seeing you. There is some avowed Union- 
ism in the State, and much disguised in the ranks of the co-opera- 
tionists. There are a great many men in their ranks who, tho' 
opposed to the Union, or indifferent to it, would submit finally, 
from hopelessness, if no other State could be found to go out of 
the Union with them. Of this number is the powerful name of 
Robert Barnwell.131 This class would be indefinitely swelled by 
delay, and the successful maintenance of the Union in the South. 
The division now in the State is with the great mass, one of 
remedy, but it is every day becoming more bitter and personal, 
and in my opinion, irreconcilable, if the Gov't do not interfere 
and shew its hand in the way of military demonstration. 

It is my persuasion, certainly my hope, that the natural process 
of party influences, and the probable direction of events in the 
South, will finally bring the co-operationists— (not formally, but 
substantially and practically) to submission to the Government, 
and to what they will justly think—an overruling necessity. In 
brief, the State is now divided, bitterly so. The chances are with 
the Co-operationists, I see nothing now, or in prospect, which can 
restore the State to the efficiency and danger of unity—save a hos- 

m Robert Woodward Barnwell (1811-1882), of South Carolina, a graduate of 
Harvard, lawyer, planter, state legislator, Democratic Member of Congress, 1829- 
1833, president of South Carolina College, 1835-1841, United States Senator, 1850, 
commissioner from South Carolina to the United States, 1860-1861, delegate to 
the Confederate Provisional Congress, 1861-1862, Senator, 1862-1865, chairman of 
the faculty, South Carolina College, 1866-1872. 
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tile demonstration by the Government. Such demonstration, or 
any movement, or movements, which might plausibly be so con- 
strued, or made to wear such a color, would give an easy triumph 
to the Secessionists, and enable them, without any serious opposi- 
tion in the State, to do their work. 

From all I feel, see and know, I believe the Mercury Party the 
most formidable enemy to the Union. I would not give them any 
help, by furnishing them any occasion for agitation. A masterly 
inactivity and reserve, I should think the true policy. I would not 
lower the Old Flag a hair's breadth, nor give back an inch. Power 
is a very respectable thing—and I am sure, respected even by my 
own brave Country men of So. Carolina. But there are now more 
troops in our harbour & Forts than there have been for several 
years. Few of them are efficiently manned and equipped. Any 
more sent here, or posted in our neighbourhood, within immediate 
striking distance, would, in my opinion, with my views of the 
condition of Parties, and the temper of our common people, have 
the worst possible effect. And especially, at this time, during the 
present vital Canvass for the power of the State, most disastrous. 

If I then, could be permitted to say, as to the past, that no 
movement had been had, with a view to coercion, or to overawe 
the State, I think it would have the happiest influence. 

But it is of still greater importance that I should be able to give 
the assurance to the co-operationists, that nothing further will be 
done, and that they may feel themselves safe in taking strong 
ground against the Secessionists, freed from the paralyzing appre- 
hension of, at any moment, being utterly prostrated by the hostile 
action of the Government. 

If the President were in Washington, I would have addressed 
him a letter on this matter. I think it one of serious moment, to 
the judicious administration of the Country, in this quarter. So 
much so that, if Mr. Petigru had been in this vicinity, I would 
have sought his interposition and co-operation. 

Besides the engagement I made with you, I also promised our 
common friend, Mr. Fillmore, that I would write to him touch- 
ing any matter upon which I thought I could possibly advise him, 
to any probable beneficial end. If you deem it expedient, I would 
be pleased that you would submit this Communication to him— 
as one which meets the spirit of my engagement with him. And 
may I beg you to present to him, the homage of my deepest re- 
spect and faithful regards. 
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This letter is of course, in its very nature, confidential, but if 
it be necessary or expedient that it be seen by any member of the 
administration, I can have no objection. 

I am sure you will be gratified to learn that, by advices the 
most recent, various, and reliable, that the good Cause is moving 
on with irresistable impulse, and is destined to a signal triumph, 
in Georgia. 

From, Thomas Corwin. U. 

August 22nd., 1851. 

Can any thing be done for the writer of the enclosed letter? 
He132 is one of the oldest and truest Whigs in Virginia. His pa- 
pers is always right, and has, I suppose, exerted a happy influence 
for a long time. 

[Enclosure] 

From Edgar Snowden to Thomas Corwin. 

Alexandria, 

August 20th., 1851. 

Can you spare time from your important duties to run your 
eye over this note? I would come up to see you, but I really so 
much dislike to trouble you, that I have determined to put down 
on paper what I wish to say. 

I believe I have no "friend at Court" to say a word for me, and 
must, therefore, ask from you, as an Old and true Whig, to stand 
up for me in a little matter. 

Here I have been, for years and years, fighting the Whig battles, 
and, I am not ashamed to say it to you, fighting them with some 
success, and some efficiency. You great men in Washington don't 
have the time to think of us small fellows, though some of us are 
deserving of your thoughts. 

The old Alexandria Gazette, which is the staff of my support, 
and the support, too, of more children of mine than followed 
Galen Rodgers to the pile, wants such government favor in the 
way of advertising as it is fairly entitled to. It's standing, it's cir- 

132 Edgar Snowden was the able editor of the Alexandria Gazette, a paper of 
high journalistic standards. 
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culation, and it's position entitle it to some favor. I get sometimes, 
in the course of the year, one or two government advertisements. 
I think you all ought to agree that I should have more of them. 
The Navy Department, the Post Office Department, and other 
Departments, ought to help me along. 

I do not believe that, out of the City of Richmond, there is an- 
other paper in the State of Virginia that has as good a circulation 
as the Gazette. 

If you will speak to the Secretary of the Navy, etc., I have no 
doubt the thing will be done. Mr. Conrad, I am sure, too, will 
say a good word for me. 

I see various papers in the County, not half as much entitled to 
government favors as the Gazette, get them. I have held back, so 
far, from motives of delicacy, but I think justice requires that I 
should hold back no longer. 

I ask for nothing on the ground of reward, or favoritism. If the 
Administration were not to know that there was such a paper as 
the Gazette in existence, it would make no difference to me. It 
would still receive my warm support. 

May I ask the favor of your attention, and a line in return. 
Your compliance would oblige 

Yours most truly 

From W. B. Sprague. U. 

Albany 

Aug. 23rd. 1851. 

I have asked our common friend, Prof. Olmsted, for a note of 
introduction to you, (thinking it likely you might have forgotten 
a casual introduction which I had to you when you were here a 
few weeks ago,) and I find he has explained the reason for which 
I requested it so particularly as almost to supersede the necessity 
of any further explanation. I beg you will not suppose that I am 
so unreasonable as to expect you to furnish any thing in the way 
of biographical detail, in respect to either of the individuals to 
whom Prof. Olmsted alludes; but if you should feel willing to 
write me a brief letter of personal recollections concerning one 
or the other of them, embodying in the most general manner your 
impressions of the character, you would really confer upon me a 
very great favour. If it were only a single paragraph or two, it 
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would very well answer my purpose; and you will pardon me for 
saying that I should consider it of great value, as securing to 
my work the influence of an honored name. 

The work will contain contributions of a similar kind from a 
large portion of the most prominent men, lay men as well as 
clergy men, in the United States. 

From Millard Fillmore. U. 

The Hon. William A. Graham, Secretary of the Navy, is hereby 
appointed Acting Secretary of the Interior during the absence of 
Mr. Stuart from the City. 

Millard Fillmore. 
Washington City, ) 

) 
August 31st, 1851.      ) 

Note on Charleston Harbor.1™ U. 

August, 1851 

The Charleston Mercury, in an Editorial of the 14th. com- 
plains, that a respectable gentleman, of that vicinity, had been 
rudely refused the liberty of landing at Fort Sumter, which he ap- 
proached in a Boat, with his children, for the purpose of recrea- 
tion, and the enjoyment of the cool breeze, as has long been the 
habit of the people of James's Island—and a correspondent of the 
same paper, considers the recent order to garrison this fortifica- 
tion, an insult and outrage, upon the people of South Carolina, 
and calls for an immediate assembling of the Legislature to take 
measures for the exclusion of these troops from the City, etc., etc. 

All this we apprehend is designed merely for stage effect, to 
induce the people of that State to believe that they are insulted 
and defied and to bolster up the tottering cause of Secession. 

Upon inquiry we learn, that Fort Sumter has been recently 
turned over, by the Engineer department, in prosecution of the 
system of Fortifications, as ready for occupation, and two Com- 
panies have been ordered from Fort Johnston, N. C. to occupy 
it. A Military operation which can excite neither surprize nor 

133 There is nothing to indicate what use, if any, Graham made of this note. 
It may readily have resulted from the letter from George S. Bryan of August 22, 
preceding. 
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indignation, except among those who are determined, like the 
Mercury correspondent, to hold "the Government" as "our deadly 
foe." 

As to the alleged rudeness in preventing the visit of a citizen, 
we apprehend there is some mistake, or that all the circumstances 
are not fully stated. We are quite confident that neither the vet- 
eran officer in command of that Post, nor the authorities under 
which [he] serves design to exclude visiters from the Fort, or to 
subject them to unreasonable restrictions. 

[Enclosure"] 

Memorandum, 

Troops in Charleston Harbour—August  18.  1851. 
Fort Moultrie—4 Companies  212 
Castle   Pinckney—1   Company    56 
The new Work (Fort Sumter) 2 Companies  112 

"380 
In 1829 the garrison of Fort Moultrie consisted of 3 Companies 

of Artillery under a Field Officer; which was continued until the 
difficulties in 1832, when the force was increased to a Regiment. 
(10 Companies) After the withdrawal of most of the troops in 
1832 the garrison was reduced to two Companies, and so con- 
tinued until the Florida War. 

In 1842, Fort Moultrie was again garrisoned with 3 Companies 
—During part of 1843, 1844, and part of 1845, it was increased 
to 4 Companies, after which it was reduced to two, and in October 
1846 they were sent to Mexico, etc. 

The garrison has never been less than two Companies in time 
of Peace, and frequently three whenever troops could be spared 
from other service, etc. 

From Benjamin Matthias.134 U. 

Philadelphia, 

Sept. 3rd, 1851. 

Availing myself of your kind permission to write, I trust the 
communication of a few particulars respecting political matters 
in Pennsylvania, may not be unacceptable. 

334 A prominent Philadelphia Whig. 
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I have spent most of the summer in traveling through the State, 
and in a sojourn of some weeks at Bedford Springs. With very 
many of our prominent Whig friends I have been thus thrown in 
almost daily intercourse, and from the information derived from 
them, and from other sources, I am of the opinion that we shall 
do better at the election this fall than heretofore has been ex- 
pected. 

Our judicial ticket is an excellent one, and the probability is 
that a portion of it, if not all, will be elected. Respecting Gov. 
Johnston, I adhere to the opinion that I expressed to you person- 
ally, that he will not be re-elected. I regret this much, as a Whig, 
but the evidence is palpable that many of our friends in this City 
and County will not vote for him, owing to his refusal to sign the 
fugitive slave bill, and his alleged interference in the retention of 
Lewis, as Collector. Some of us are trying to heal up these defec- 
tions, and in many cases, I trust, we shall succeed. 

It is not to be disguised, however, that Pennsylvania is a demo- 
cratic State. Three years ago, with all the popularity of Gen. Tay- 
lor, to back him, Gov. Johnston would have been defeated, but 
for the unpopularity of his opponent, in his own county. Judge 
Longstreth fell behind his own ticket, in Montgomery County, 
more than Gov. J's majority, hence it is apparent, that a full vote 
for the Judge would have elected him. 

Gov. J. now calculates largely on the popularity of Gen. Scott, 
and in this I think he will be mistaken. Gen. Scott is certainly 
popular in the West, but in this section such is not the fact. A 
Western Convention of the friends of Scott was recently held in 
Pittsburg, which was well attended, and which was addressed by 
Gov. J. Thus far, all efforts to get up a Scott Convention in the 
Eastern Counties have decidedly failed. 

By the way, I observe that my friend Morris,135 of the Pennsyl- 
vania Inquirer, has mentioned your name in connection with the 
Vice Presidency, on the Whig Ticket. This has been most favor- 
ably received here, and if agreeable to you the "ball can be kept 
in motion." I am satisfied that if the Presidency should be given 
to the North, no gentleman from the South would be more ac- 
ceptable to the Whigs of Pennsylvania than yourself. 

I do not expect you to reply to this letter, (because I know that 
your time is fully occupied) unless you should have something 
particular to say, but I trust this will not exclude me from writing 
again, on political matters. 

^Robert Morris, editor of the Pennsylvania Enquirer. 
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P. S. I have just heard that Capt. Henry Henry, U. S. Navy, of 
this City, has been recommended by Commodore Stewart, Hon. 
James Cooper, and others, for the Bureau of Construction and 
Equipment. Of his professional qualifications I know but little, 
but as a gentleman, during an acquaintance of some years, I 
have found him affable, intelligent, and possessed of sterling 
integrity, as to honor and truth. My impression is that he could 
make himself materially serviceable to the Department, and 
to the Administration. 

From James Sangster. U. 

Randolph Macon College, 

September 3rd., 1851. 

As Corresponding Secretary of the Franklin Literary Society, 
I write to inform you of your unanimous election to deliver the 
address to the two Societies of R. M. College at the annual Com- 
mencement, on the 12th., of June next; and to request in the 
name of the Society that you accept the invitation, if you can con- 
veniently do so. 

Our object in electing a Speaker at so early a period is—that we 
may have ample time to write to other gentlemen in case you 
think proper to decline. Heretofore, we have, almost invariably, 
had some difficulty in procuring a speaker, and, several times, 
have been without one altogether. We have, therefore, taken the 
matter in hand thus early lest we may be placed in a like predica- 
ment at the next Commencement. The preference being given 
to you, we sincerely hope that you will oblige us by accepting. 

Very Respectfully, 
Your Ob't Serv't 
Cor. Sec. Frank. Lit. Society. 
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From James S. Smith. U. 

Oaklands, 

September 6th., 1851. 
#    *    #    #    # 

Your speech of the Cuban affair—the Government will have 
trouble with this matter, for it is my belief that the Southern 
people will never desist until they have charge of that Island. 

If it were possible to purchase it from the queen of Spain at 
a reasonable price, & it could be done without giving offence to 
England, and other European states, it might be wise to arrest 
the difficulty in that way. It is my deliberate opinion now, that 
our people never will rest long in a state of quiet until they have 
driven all races from the North American continent except our 
own Anglo Saxon race, & such others as have come to live with 
us under our own form of Government. 

Permit me to say to you that it is a source of gratification to 
me and your old friends, that you sustain their best hopes and 
expectations in the new & high station your Country has assigned 
you. 

To Millard Fillmore. U. 

Important despatches from Cuba. If you desire I will bring them 
over at any hour you may appoint. Questions may arise of pub- 
lication, and applications for release of prisoners, on which a 
Council may be necessary. 

With true respect, 
Will. A. Graham. 

* Bring despatches at 12. Will meet Cabinet at that hour. 

M. F. 

Sept. 8th., 1851. 

*Notation from Millard Fillmore on letter. 
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To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Washington City, 

Sept. 8th, 1851. 
TT IP HP Hr 'W 

. . . Lopez, you see, has been garoted, and and his expedition 
suppressed. It had occasioned trouble to us here, and was likely 
to be of serious consequence, if successful, or its fate protracted. 

I have not the means of examining the acts of the Legislature 
of N. C. since the revised Code. Look to the Act of 1842, and see 
if there must not be a called Session of the Legislature. Under the 
new Census we lose a member of Congress, and of course of the 
Electoral College. But the last Legislature did not adapt the Law 
to this change, but leaves it, providing for the election of Eleven 
Electors instead of ten. I have reason to believe it has been 
brought to the attention of the Govr. but do not know what view 
he takes of it. 

There may some policy in his silence & delay to act on the 
subject. 

He will hardly be bold enough to do nothing & allow the 
Legislature to elect the Electors. Nor can he be expected to wait 
untill after the next elections & convene that body—there being 
a majority of his party in the existing one. If the present be called, 
it is important to the Whigs that it be done before the 1st. of 
Jany. The amended Constitution requiring that the 1st. Session 
after 1851, shall apportion State representation for 20 years— 
and it may be that this is the cause of the delay on his part, so 
as to usurp for the present Assembly, what was unquestionably 
designed to be done by their successors. I have mentioned in a 
note to Mr. W. H. Washington. 

We have wretched crops of Corn in the upper Country of N. C. 
and there will be much emigration, & I fear suffering. 

From, Millard Fillmore. U. 

Washington. 

Sept. 13th. 1851. 

I hereby appoint the Hon. Wm. A. Graham, Acting Secretary 
of War, during the temporary absence of the Hon. Charles M. 
Conrad, Secretary of War, from the seat of Government. 
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From William W. Kirkland. U. 

Hillsboro', 

September 24th., 1851. 

Will you excuse me for once again tresspassing upon Your 
time. I write to request You to send me a copy of the regulations, 
etc., of West Point, as Mr. Venable has promised me the vacancy 
that will occur next June. I am very fearful of him, though, and 
would be under great obligation to You, if (when the time comes 
for making the appointment) You would "jog" his memory a 
little, so that he may not forget his promise. 

Our little town has been called to mourn the loss of one, 
who was beloved by all who knew him, though not a resident of 
the place. Dr. Wm. F. Strudwick died on Tuesday night, about 
10 o'clock. He has been suffering for some months past, but no 
one expected so serious a result. His wife reached here a week 
or two ago, I believe. Your people are all well, I was at the home 
place last week, every thing looks well. Mr. Johnston is hard at 
work. Mr. Cameron has commenced, & Turner & Jones will com- 
mence shortly, so it begins to look as if they were determined to 
carry out the great work in which they have engaged. To see 
the dirt thrown up at such a rate, is really very interesting, and 
bids us hope that the Old North State has been aroused from 
that lethargy and inactivity in which she has so long indulged, 
and is about to take that stand among her sister States that was 
first designed for her. 

From Robert Hall Morrison. U. 

Cottage Home, 

Sept. 25th., 1851. 

Dear Brother, 

It becomes my painful duty to announce to you the death of 
your dear brother, James. He died this morning at day light, at 
his lower plantation. He was sick about a week, none of us knew 
any thing of it until the sad hour. 

Dr. Jno. McLean was with him when he died, and has sent for 
me to go down immediately. Dr. McLean says he requested me 
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to keep his keys until you could arrive. By that I infer that he 
depended on your speedy visit to see about his affairs. 

He will be buried tomorrow at the Family Graveyard. All shall 
be done we can to pay proper Respect to his funeral services. 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

September 27th., 1851. 

It is with the deepest pain that I announce to you the death 
of your brother, James. The melancholy event took place on 
yesterday morning, at his plantation in the edge of South Caro- 
lina. I had accidentally been informed a day or two before of his 
being at that place, and suffering from indisposition. I was called 
away from the village by duties which required my attention, or 
I should have visited him, as the distance from Charlotte is not 
great, and have rendered him such attention as I was able, but 
my next information of him was his decease. He was, as I have 
been informed, ill only a week. 

I have long known your brother, and most deeply sympathize 
with you and his other friends in this most melancholy bereave- 
ment. His many virtues and his long public services will be re- 
membered by the country, and by his numerous friends. 

From George W. Logan. U. 

Charleston, 

September 29th., 1851. 

This will be handed to you by an intimate personal friend—Mr. 
Ed'd W. Seabrook, of Edisto Island, South Carolina. He will 
necessarily stop at Washington, on his way to the Naval School, 
where he is about to put a young kinsman, Master Ephraim Sea- 
brook. He is desirous of consulting with you, touching his charge. 
I know you will take pleasure in extending to him any informa- 
tion which will facilitate the discharge of his duty, or smooth the 
way of his anxious little friend. 

If you can spare a leisure moment from your pressing avoca- 
tions, my friend can give you a very enlightened, and candid esti- 
mate of our present political condition. Tho' not a Union man, 
he is utterly satisfied as to the utter madness and ruin of separate 
Secession, and is indeed just fresh from the most zealous and 
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successful labors to organize resistance to it, on his Island. May 
I commend him to your confidence and kindness, as a gentleman 
of the highest honor and most excellent good sense. 

Let me improve this opportunity to acknowledge your very 
acceptable and entirely satisfactory communication of recent date. 
The information which you gave, has had the best effect. We are 
all indebted to you for the part which you have taken in this 
matter. 

From Charles F. Deems. U. 

Greensboro College, N. C, 

Oct. 6th. 1851. 

I beg leave to return thanks for several favors to this Institution, 
in the way of Charts, bearing your frank. I shall be pleased to 
receive any publications of your department, or any other de- 
partment of the public service, when you find it convenient to 
send them. I am endeavoring to give some breadth as well as 
depth to female education in our State, and shall do all I can to 
interest the young ladies in general science. Our Trustees are 
devising liberal things, and I hope to have apparatus and lectures 
suitable to an Institution which the Legislature has incorporated 
under the title of "College." 

I have written to Prof. Henry136 of the Smithsonian Institute 
to inquire as to the proper method of applying for the publications 
of the Institute. I have taken the liberty of referring him to you. 
I hope you will aid us in this matter. 

It is a long time to look ahead, and the next is to be the long 
session of Congress, but might we hope to have any chance of 
securing your presence at our next Commencement in June? We 
say nothing of an accompanying speech. 

* ^ * *n: * 

With very great esteem for your public services and your private 
character. 

^Joseph Henry (1797-1878), of New York, a distinguished scientist and first 
director of the Smithsonian Institution, professor at Princeton, 1832-1846. He 
instituted weather reporting by the Smithsonian, was one of the founders of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, and was its president. He 
was also a founder and president of the National Academy of Sciences. 



206 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

From David F. Caldwell.1*1 U. 

Greensboro', N. C, 

October 6th., 1851. 

I think our chances bright, and brightening every day, in a 
political way. We shall carry the State in August next, by a 
handsome majority if the Whigs will but half way do their duty. 
The Standard, & other Loco organs, have become quite sick of 
Session & disunion, and are now laboring hard to take back all 
that they have said and done to propagate this doctrine. You have 
no idea how sensative they have become on this subject, particu- 
larly the file leaders of the party. I will give you a case. On last 
Saturday Swaim published in the patriot the enclosed article. 
W. S. Hill138 & J. R. McLean139 took great exceptions to it, & the 
latter swore and blustered wonderfully about this slanderous 
production, and went down Sc gave Swaim a ta[l]k on the subject. 
Next morning—Sunday—McLean & Hill's son were in a room at 
Gert's Hotel, and there—when they thought they were takken 
intra nos they denounced Swaim and the Patriot, and were trying 
to devise ways and means to get all the Locos to get advertising 
done in their own papers, etc. 

Now my object in writing this note is to say to you, that I 
think it will be great fo[l]ly on the Whig party, particularly in 
this State, if its leaders let the Locos change their position. We 
should force them to stand up to the racke, and on the platform 
they have themselves erected. And I am of the opinion if some of 
our members in Congress would take the trouble to gather up 
all the disunion articles that the Standard, and other Loco papers, 
have published in the last year, and have them published in a 
pamphlet similar to the one containing the union sentiments of 
Northern men, and what they had to say in favor of the Com- 
promise, it will do us great good as a party. Whoever compiles 
the pamphlet, should go into an argument to show from what the 
party has done, that they were in favor of forming a new Con- 
federacy, or in other words disolving the Union. The proofs are 

137 David Franklin Caldwell (1814-1898), of Greensboro, merchant and lawyer. 
He was a Member of the Commons, 1848-1860, 1864-1865, of the state Senate, 
1879-1881, and of the Convention of 1865. A vigorous advocate of internal im- 
provements, he was particularly interested in the North Carolina Railroad. 

138 wiison s. Hill, a lawyer and former postmaster of Greensboro. 
148 John R. McLean, a lawyer of Greensboro, was a close associate of David S. 

Reid. He served in the Commons, 1850-1852 and was a member of the Confederate 
Congress, 1862-1864. 
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abundant to make a strong argument on this point, and force 
conviction on the minds of thinking men. You know that the 
Southern press in your City has endorsed the course of the Stand- 
ard & Hornet nest. So have all the South Carolina papers—& the 
Washin [g] ton Union condoned it, etc., etc. 

I have taken the liberty to throw out these suggestions. You can 
think on them, and if you think them worthy of your attention, 
perhaps some one can be found who will take the matter in hand, 
and see that the State is flooded at the right time with the docu- 
ments. 

We hold a meeting in Court Week, the proceedings of which 
I will send you. I concuur with you in opinion that we should 
have a Centeral Committee, & I hope the State Convention will 
appoint none, but our friends in Washin [g] ton must frank a 
great deal for us, for such is the present postage law, that pam- 
phlets cannot be circulated by private citizens, on account of the 
expence. 

From John M. Clayton. U. 

Buena Vista, 

near New Castle, 

Delaware, 

October 8th., 1851. 

I take great pleasure in recommending, for the appointment of 
purser in the Navy, Charles I. duPont, Jr., of Delaware. He is a 
young gentleman of Classical Education, of moral and business 
habits, & is admirably qualified for the office. He is the son of 
Charles I. DuPont,140 of the Brandywine, one of the most distin- 
guished gentlemen, and leaders, of the Whig party in the State 
of Delaware. 

I am not able, my dear Sir, to express adequately to you the 
deep anxiety I feel that the application of young duPont should 
be successful. The family of the duPonts has been the main stay, 
and principal support of the Whig party in Delaware ever since 
its origin. Without their powerful assistance,  it is my candid 

140 Charles Irenee DuPont (1797-1869), of Delaware, a native of South Carolina 
where his father was French consul. The family returned to France, but in 1799 
was back in America. After trying New York and New Jersey, they finally settled 
in Delaware, where he was associated with his father in cloth manufacturing, 
and became a planter, banker, and state legislator. 
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opinion that we never could have carried the election in a single 
contest. The influence, and high worth, of this numerous and 
powerful family in the State is, I am sure, not unknown to you. 
Descended from one of the noblest and best families of France, 
the duPonts have ever maintained in this Country, the exalted 
character of their ancestors in France, and the young applicant 
for the Purser's appointment in our Navy is a noble scion of the 
old stock. 

Although the duPonts of Delaware have done more than any 
other family in this State to sustain the Whig party, yet no one of 
its members has ever received, or applied for, any favor from their 
political friends when in power. 

It is impossible any equal number of gentlemen in the United 
States, can have stronger claims upon their party than they have. 
As this is the first instance of an application in behalf of any of 
them, I should, my dear Sir, feel most deeply mortified if it should 
prove unsuccessful; and I know that the Whigs of this section of 
the Country, who all love and admire the Father of the applicant, 
and his family connections, would feel the appointment as one of 
the most gratifying to their wishes that could possibly be con- 
ferred. The office is a small one, but the gratitude which would 
be felt by us all, for such a favor to one of the duPonts, would be 
measured, not merely by the extent of the benefit it would bring 
with it to him, but by the high estimate placed upon his merits 
and those of his relatives. 

From Thomas Jefferson Green. U. 

San Francisco, 

California, 

October 14th.. 

1851. 

I am desirous of being appointed a visiter from this State to 
West Point, for the next June examination, and beg that you will 
unite with our members of Congress in procuring from the 
Sec'y of War this place for me. If it be necessary, I am sure that my 
friends Senators Mangum & Badger, will cordially unite their 
influence with yours for this end. 
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From James W. Osborne. A. 

Charlotte, 

Oct. 16 th, 1851. 

The character of an office seeker is at all times odious and any 
one of right sensibility reluctantly troubles his friends with 
solicitations for such an object. But I am peculiarly situated—and 
under existing circumstances I have banished the objections which 
arise from my own feelings, and venture to ask your aid if there 
exist no objections with yourself in obtaining an appointment 
under the general government. I am convinced that it is required 
by my welfare that I should leave this state—at all events it is 
sincerely my wish to do so. Yet I am bound to it by obligations 
to which no well disposed mind can be insensible. And my wish 
is to keep up an intercourse with North Carolina and at a future 
day to return to it. An office therefore which I could properly fill 
& the emoluments of which would leave me something beyond 
the expenditures incident to it, seems to me the only practicable 
mode of effecting my object. My friends have suggested to me to 
become an applicant for the appointment of charge des affaires in 
Texas. I am interested in a planting interest in Louisiana not 
very distant from the Texan Capitol, and which it is most incon- 
venient to me at this time to superintend. This consideration 
would make the office at that quarter acceptable. And tho' I know 
it is the duty of such officers to reside at the foreign Capitol, yet 
the relations of the United States to that Government are so well 
settled—and the points of diplomacy are so few, that that requisi- 
tion will not be rigidly enforced. If the appointment can be ob- 
tained I should be gratified to have it. Its salary, I suppose, would 
be more than the expenditures incident to the situation, and its 
duties would I presume imply no great difficulty. Success in the 
application will, I am aware, depend wholly on the influence 
which may be exerted by ones friends. But as I understand it such 
offices fall within the control of the department of State, and de- 
pend chiefly on the officer who occupies that department. With 
the delegation from this State my acquaintance is not very intimate 
nor very general. I knew Mr. Mangum when a boy, but since I 
came into life I have known little of him. Of his disposition in 
this matter I can therefore form no opinion. With Mr. Rayner 
I am better acquainted than with almost any other Whig of our 
delegation in the House of Representatives and I might hope for 
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his assistance should no other person interfere. I have submitted 
this matter to you—have communicated with no one else— and 
would be guided by your advice in relation to the matter. 

From William F. Lynch.141 U. 

Wetheredsville, 

Baltimore County, 

Georgia. 

Oct. 21st, 1851. 

I deem it a grateful duty to request your acceptance of a copy 
of a very light work on Naval life. The liberty of presenting it is 
taken, not certainly on account of its lightness; but because it is 
the contemplated precursor of a more serious one on the past con- 
dition of the Navy—of which you are recognized as the efficient 
Chief. 

Very Respectfully 
Your ob't serv't 

It is proper to say that I was not aware until this morning that 
I would appear as Lieut on the title page. 

From Calvin H. Wiley. U. 

Guilford Co., N. C, 

Oct. 28th, 1851. 

The publishers, Messrs. Lippincott, Grambo, & Co., have been 
instructed to send to you a copy of the "North-Carolina Reader." 
They may send it in sheets to save postage. I am not able to 
present copies to all my friends; I send one to you because I wish 
to impose a little task on you in Connection therewith. I de- 
sire that one of the Editors of the National Intelligencer should 
notice the work, after examining it carefully. They do not often 
pay much attention to us remote barbarians;   &  perhaps  they 

141 William Francis Lynch (1801-1865), of Virginia, navral officer, explorer, and 
author. He resigned from the navy in 1861, and became a captain in the Confed- 
erate navy. Most of his consequent service was in North Carolina waters. He was the 
author of "Narrative of the United States' Expedition to the river Jordan and 
the Dead Sea." The book he sent Graham was his charming "Naval Life; or 
Operations Afloat and on Shore." 
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would never cut the leaves of my book unless their special atten- 
tion were called to it by some "one in authority." That you may 
be induced to call attention to the work a copy will be sent to 
you; and you can examine for yourself and see what the book is 
worth. 

The Resolutions142 passed at our Guilford meeting on Tuesday 
of October Court were from my pen; but I took no public part in 
the meeting because I am just coming before the public as an 
Author, and had also just arrived from the North. The whole 
programme of proceedings was marked out by me, and you now 
have my views and wishes in print. 

But I have no hope of seeing such a ticket nominated in a 
National Convention, and if it were, it could not be elected. 

The "outs," who vastly outnumber the "ins," all will go for a 
new man; this is especially the feeling at the North where politics 
are regarded altogether in their connection with the spoils. 

And should the South force Fillmore on the Convention, he 
would be put on the track with some one from a less honest State 
than our own. 

Still I shall stick to my ticket, and stickle for it; no one knows 
what perseverence will accomplish. But I tell you now, I have 
little hope for it; and still less of again carrying N. C. for the 
Whigs. We are prostrated here; and in Guilford alone will lose 
from 3 to 500 votes. 

So you and Mr. Fillmore may make up your minds to retire 
to private life; every shade of disorganization, all sorts of aspi- 
rants, every mischievous spirit, and every purely selfish one will 
be against you. 

A highly Conservative administration might once have been 
popular; we now have too many destructive elements for that. 
Still, this is no excuse for a dereliction of duty; and I hope to see 
Mr. Fillmore—doubtless the last Whig-President of the North- 
American Republic—retire after a term of duty that will do honor 
to our principles in after-times. 

142 At this meeting on October 21, resolutions were passed, which were strongly 
national in sentiment, and endorsing Fillmore and Graham as candidates in 1852. 
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From William A. Kirkland. U. 

U. S. Naval Academy, 

Oct. 30th, 1851. 

I find it necessary for my remaining in the service to write and 
tell you a few things concerning my limited acquaintance with 
it with which you are at present unacquainted. In the first place 
I entered it under altogether mistaken ideas. I imagined that as 
a midshipman I could act in any manner I chose and without any 
danger of being dismissed. I was directed in my permit to report 
here for my examination on the 30th. of June, or within five days 
after, thus bringing me under the Old Regulations. I could not 
report on the 30th. it being Sunday but I did so early on the 
morning of the 1st. of July. I was then told by Captain Upshur143 

that I could not be examined until the next day. On the morning 
of the 2nd. of July I passed my medical examination, and Captain 
Stribling told the Professor of Mathematics who examined me 
that he must examine me under the Old Regulations. 

Last October a year ago four of my date received orders to 
sea, these all entered before me in the March following, nearly 
all the rest of those who came before October were also ordered 
off, and before the end of May all of them went but myself, and 
then I was told that as I had entered under the New-Regulations 
I could not be ordered. I did not understand this, but was told by 
Captain Stribling's son who was his clerk, that I would be ordered 
with the first of those who came in the October of 1850 Placing 
implicit confidence in what he told me, I did not trouble myself 
about the matter as I intended to apply for the first ship to which 
mid'm were to be ordered from the School, that is mid'm of the 
1850 date. Hearing the other day that the Sloop Portsmouth was 
ordered to fit out with dispatch for the Pacific I carried to Captain 
Stribling, to be approved and forwarded, an application for orders 
to her. Captain S. then told me that it was his rule to recommend 
those who stood highest in their classes, for orders, but said that 
probably you would order me if I asked you, and I have to beg 
that you will give me orders if I apply through Captain Stribling. 
And I now tell you what I hope may prove something of an in- 
centive to this movement. Viz, Captain Stribling told me that 

143 George Parker Upshur (1799-1852), of Virginia, who entered the navy in 
1818. He was a commander in 1847 when he became superintendent of the Naval 
Academy. 
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I stood a very poor chance of passing my examinations if I did 
not improve very much, and furthermore, that it would require 
double viligance on my part to prevent being dismissed. I have 
been here nearly sixteen months, and have passed two examina- 
tions, and as the Portsmouth is going on a station where more 
than any other an officer would have ample opportunity to learn 
everything connected with the Profession I hope that you will 
look favorably on my case. I am now wholly dependant on the 
Service and my own exertions and being dismissed or in any way 
forced to leave it would incapacitate me in great measure for any 
other situation in life, even if I had any other open to me which 
I have not. And I again request that if I apply through Captain 
Stribling that you will give me orders. 

Hoping that you will not consider this an unwarrantable in- 
trusion. 

Invitation 

Mr. Webster 
requests the favor of 

Mr.  Graham's 
company, at dinner, 

on Saturday, at 5 O'Clock, 
to meet the President. 

Louisiana Avenue, 
November, 3, 1851. 

To  The Public.1** U. 

I have seen a scurrilous Card from William R. Wiggins. 
He complains that I had publicly denounced him at my Re- 

views. This I did, and have, on all occasions that I could, for 
more than two months previous to my reviews, in the Town in 
which we both live, pronounced him a liar, a scoundrel and a 
coward. 

I had done the same thing to his face. This, therefore, was 
no news to him as he would intimate in his lying Card, which 
never makes its appearance until, cut throat-like, he had attacked 
me with pistol in hand at a Hotel in Greensboro', taking care, 

^Publications of this sort, while scarcely to be called rare, were fortunately 
not common. 
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even in this, to make the attempt, when he supposed there were 
near, gentlemen sufficient to save him. 

Coward-like, he pursues a course which gets me bound to the 
peace in a heavy bond, and THEN, like Paddy from Cork, steps 
forth and issues an abusive and slanderous publication. 

I do not question the correctness of the opinion expressed by 
gentlemen of the highest character, who witnessed the demonstra- 
tion made by him in Greensboro' to-wit: That he will never do a 
man any bodily harm, unless he gets some undue advantage, or as 
an assassin. 

J. M. Leach. 
Lexington, Nov. 7th., 1851. 

Invitation. U. 

Washington, D. C. 

Nov. 15th. 1851. 

The President 
requests the favor of 

the Hon. Mr. Graham & Lady's 
company at dinner 
on Thursday next 

at 5 O'Clock. 
An Answer is respectfully requested. 

From David L. Swain. A. 

Chapel Hill, 

Nov. 18th, 1851. 

Will you do me the favour to ascertain for me the double name 
of Lieut. Maury and intimate to me your opinion of the pro- 
priety of conferring upon him the honorary degree of L. L. D. at 
our next Commencement. You no doubt remember that we gave 
him A. M. in 1847. 

I have just heard that our aged friend, Judge Potter, died some 
days since, and I have been requested to suggest to you the name 
of John H. Bryan, Esq., in connection with the question of succes- 
sorship. I have known Mr. Bryan personally and familiarly dur- 
ing a period of seven and twenty years, and though I have known 
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him longer, I have no reason to suppose that I know him better 
than you do. He is certainly one of the most accurate lawyers in 
the State of his age, and indeed of any age, of unquestionable in- 
tegrity, and not merely of unexceptionable but exemplary moral 
deportment; a qualification, which I fear does not always occasion 
the full degree of consideration to which it is entitled. There will 
no doubt be other aspirants for the office, there are probably 
others at present, but in my isolated position here, I have not 
heard of them. 

Your note in relation to Wiley's book reached me at too late 
a day to attempt any thing in relation to it. It had not merely been 
printed but stereotyped. Thus far it seems to be received with 
great favour. Genl. Saunders has taken the author under his special 
patronage, and urges in an article in the Standard, that the Lit- 
erary Board shall adopt it as text book for all the Common Schools 
in the State. He has written to me in very strong terms in rela- 
tion to it, and Wiley is indulging the expectation of being able 
to sell 10,000 copies. Col. Wheeler has already published that 
number of his sketches. The Revr. Mr. Pierce145 of Hillsboro, 
has undertaken to dispose of six thousand copies. 

Genl. Barringer146 and Mrs. Felton made us a visit a fort- 
night ago. He will return to Tennessee in a few days, Mrs. F. will 
spend the winter with us. . . . 

Judge Battle writes that an altercation between W. W. Avery 
and S. Fleming (of Yancey) was followed by an attempt of the 
latter to chastise the former with a cow-hide, and closed by a 
fight. Capt. Berry brings a painful rumour from Hillsboro that 
Avery has since killed Flemming by a pistol shot.147 I hope that 
the rumor has arisen from some magnified account of the original 
fight, and have confidence that this will turn out to be the case. 

**5The Reverend Samuel Pearce, who established a bookstore and agency in 
Hillsboro shortly before this. He was an intensely bitter partisan during the 
Civil War. 

146 Daniel L. Barringer. 
147 Clients of Avery had brought suit in McDowell County against Flemming 

with accusations of fraud. Flemming attacked Avery with a cowhide, and, when 
Avery knocked him down, seized a rock and beat him into unconsciousness. When 
Burke County Court began on November 11, Flemming, who was reported to 
have been boasting of disgracing Avery, and threatening him with further violence, 
came into the courtroom and stationed himself immediately in front of Avery, who, 
after a few moments, shot and killed him. Avery's trial quickly followed, and he 
was acquitted. An elaborate account of the whole affair was reprinted from the 
Mountain Banner by the Raleigh Register, December 13, 1851. See also Swain to 
Graham, November 22, 1851. 
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To Matthew C. Perry. A. 

Navy Department, 

November 18th., 1851. 

Proceed to Washington immediately, for the purpose of con- 
ferring with the Secretary of the Navy. 

From Benjamin Matthias. U. 

Philadelphia, 

November 21st., 1851. 
(Private and Confidential.) 

The election in Pennsylvania is over, and the Whig party is 
defeated. This is what you and I predicted, several months ago. 
False policy, internal dissentions, or rather, personal differences 
among some of our leading men, have largely contributed to 
produce this result. 

We are defeated in Maryland, New York, Massachusetts, Ohio, 
as well as in Pennsylvania. Can nothing be done to prevent our 
getting into a hopeless minority? The National Administration 
has many strong friends here, but they are not among those who 
are in power, and hence seem reluctant to move in demonstration. 
As you well know, our office holders are Scott men. The result of 
our election may change their views on this subject; for politicians 
who regard office as superior to principles, are easily changed in 
their views. 

Should we go into the Presidential contest next Fall, situated 
as we are at present, we shall be beaten beyond all peradventure, 
no matter who may be our candidate. There are serious divisions 
among us, arising out of former appointments under the National 
Administration. Whether these could be healed by partial or 
general changes, it is not for me to determine. I am not sagacious 
enough to decide this most important question, and hence leave 
it to your better judgment. Certain it is, that the Administration 
is powerless here, from the want of active men in any and all of 
the posts within its disposal. 

Another difficulty exists here, and that is in relation to the 
views of the Administration in reference to the Presidency. Who 
is to be our candidate? Are President Fillmore and Mr. Webster 
rivals? Without knowing who to centre upon, how can we act 
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effectively? The President and his Cabinet are warmly supported 
here,—in the Inquirer, for example,—but there is no response; no 
indication as to the course which the Adminstration desire to 
be pursued. 

I have no earthly motive in writing to you thus, excepting an 
ardent devotion to the Whig cause, and a desire to see it pros- 
perous. With signal defeat upon us, it becomes us to look around, 
examine into our errors, if any have been committed, and en- 
deavor to provide a remedy. Our principles, beyond all question, 
are just and righteous, but history teaches us that, even in the 
holiest of causes, without sound discretion, victory is not always 
to be obtained. 
[P. S.] Permit me to add that I have seen, with great pleasure, 
your nomination for the Vice Presidency, most cordially respond- 
ed to in many of our prominent papers. In this section, nothing 
could be more gratifying to your friends, than your nomination 
and election. 

From David L. Swain. A. 

Chapel Hill, 

Nov. 22, 1851. 

My information in relation to the death of Judge Potter at the 
advanced age of some months more than 85 years was, it seems, 
premature, and the extraordinary relation of the death of Flem- 
ing but too true. If the first accounts were startling, the sub- 
sequent transactions were not less strange. 

I enclose a letter from Judge Battle containing the particulars 
of the tragedy which you will please consider confidential, and 
when you have read it, return it to me. 

Avery was arraigned on Wednesday, a true bill for murder 
returned on Thursday, the trial took place on Friday and the 
jury after a consideration of about 10 minutes returned a verdict 
of not guilty. 

The prisoners counsel argued first, that although 18 days had 
intervened between the previous rencountre and the homicide, 
that the outrage was so gross, the prisoner had suffered, that his 
passions had not cooled and that the killing was thereby relegated 
to manslaughter, and secondly, that the evidence before them 
proved that the prisoner was not in his right mind. The first ges- 
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ture of defence was of course over-ruled, and the Jury directed 
that the offense was murder, if the prisoner was of sound mind. 
Judge Battle writes to Mrs. B. that the prosecution was conducted 
with firmness and ability and a better case made out for the 
prisoner than he had previously supposed possible. 

I know how very busy you must be at present, and yet I sup- 
pose you cannot deny yourself the priviledge of reading the par- 
ticulars of domestic incidents, without parallel, or resemblance in 
our previous history. 

When in Raleigh the other day, I saw on Gov. Reid's table the 
file of papers obtained by you in Cabarrus, in relation to the 
Mecklenburg Declaration. Did you intend to leave them? I sup- 
pose not, and if I am right in my conjecture, beg to be authorized 
to reclaim them, either to be retained for you, or transferred to 
the Historical Society, as you may direct. They will, in all prob- 
ability be lost, or abstracted, before a great while, if permitted to 
remain where they are. 

From Sophia G. Wither spoon. U. 

Brookland, 

November 27th., 1851. 
My Dear Brother 

I received your affectionate favour a few weeks since, for which 
I thank you kindly— but regret even yet, the event that caused you 
to write. To lose a Brother, such a one as Brother James, is no 
ordinary loss, he was indeed one who could give counsel, & that 
in such kind & affectionate way, & felt so much interest in the 
welfare of all his immediate relations. His loss will be long felt 
by his relations and friends. It admonishes me that our once 
numerous family are passing off in rapid succession, & that ere 
long (I too must go hence) I am the only member of the family 
who has attained 60 years. 

#    *    *    #    # 

My family are all grown. Louisa, my younger child, expects to 
be married the next month to a Dr. Anderson, of Mobile, all 3 
of my Daughters will live in that place, so does Sidney & Alfred. 
Dr. Witherspoon & myself expect to spend our winters with our 
children   in   Mobile,  &  our  summers  on  the   Plantation  with 
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Thomas & his wife, they live with us. His wife is a superior 
woman, she was Miss Hatch from Newburn originally. 

The Dr. is very infirm, not able to rise from his chair without 
assistance, seldom goes out of the House, but retains his mind. 
He is in his 78 year, few persons arrive at that age. 

When you visit North Carolina again, can you not extend your 
visit to Alabama, the convenience of traveling is so great, that 
you would not be long detained. Be assured nothing would give 
more pleasure than to meet you once more, & particularly your 
family, whom I have not seen. When ever you have leasure I 
would be glad to hear from you. Your letters are always a treat 
to us, & there are so few of us now that we ought to hear as 
often as we can from each other. I know I have been a poor 
correspondent, but will try and do better. 

The Dr. & Thomas & Wife joins me in love to Sister Susan & 
each of your family, & warm affection from a sister to her only 
Brother 

From Benson J. Lossing. U. 

71 Nassau Street, 

New York, 

Dec. 1st., 1851. 

I write to you at the suggestion of the hon'ble David L. Swain, 
of Chapel Hill, N. C. 

I have now, in course of publication by Harper & Brothers, 
a large work in two volumes, Octavo, entitled "Pictorial Field 
Book of the Revolution." The illustrations, about 800 in num- 
ber, consist of views of battle-grounds, head Quarters of officers, 
portraits of distinguished men, facsimilies of autographs of names 
and documents, and delineations of interesting relics of the 
Revolution, yet in existence. To obtain this material, I have 
visited all of the most important localities of that war in the old 
13 States, and made sketches of whatsoever seemed worthy of 
preservation. 

Mr. Swain informs me that General Joseph Graham was your 
father, and that John Davidson, one of the prominent actors in 
the Mecklenburg movement in the Spring of 1775, was your 
grandfather. My object in writing to you is, to inquire whether 
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you have a portrait of your father, and, if so, whether I might 
obtain a daguerreotype or other copy of it for my work. I should 
be very glad to give the portrait of that distinguished North 
Carolinian, and also a view of his residence. On my way from 
Charlotte to the Cowpens, I passed near Vesuvius Furnace, but 
was not then aware that it had been the long residence of Gen. 
Graham. 

I am desirous of procuring the autograph of as many of those 
members of the Mecklenburg Convention as possible, in order to 
publish facsimilies in my work. Mr. Swain suggested that you 
might furnish me with an autograph of your grandfather. I have 
those of Gen. William Davidson, Col. Thomas Polk, and Waight- 
still Avery. 

Any letters or documents to which the signatures of your father 
or grandfather may be attached, that may be sent to me, will be 
carefully returned, if desired, as soon as copied. I should be glad 
to give a brief biography of your father, whether I procure the 
portrait or not. The sketch given by Mr. Foote appears to me not 
sufficiently full respecting his military career. 

I shall take pleasure in handing you a copy of my work, when 
completed. In the meanwhile, you may form an opinion of its 
character by examining the numbers, as far as published, at Tay- 
lor and Maury's book store, on Pennsylvania Avenue. 

I am, Sir, 
With sentiments of highest regard, 

Your ob't Serv't, 

Will you favor me with a reply as early as your convenience 
will permit. 

From Daniel Webster to Millard Fillmore. U. 

Washington, 

December 3rd., 1851. 
To the President 

This affair of the Prometheus148 is serious, and likely to produce 
excitement. I am preparing a letter for Mr. Lawrence, to enquire 

148 The "Express," a British war vessel, fired on the American vessel, "Prome- 
theus," captured her, and forced the payment of certain duties. This took place 
on the Mosquito Coast, near Graytown. It was not unconnected with a newly 
adopted British and French policy of protecting Cuba from aggression by the 
United States, and, so far as Great Britain was concerned, it was at  the same 
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whether the British Government authorized, or approved, the con- 
duct of the British Commander. 

I take this occasion strong to recommend that an armed vessel 
of some description be sent to St. Juan des Sur, and another to 
Chagres, or it's neighborhood. I deem some Naval force at all 
these points to be essentially necessary, in order to suppress vio- 
lences and to preserve the peace. 

From Matthew C. Perry. A. 

North Tarry town, N. Y., 

December 3rd., 1851. 
Sir: 

Seeing that you were so much occupied during my stay at 
Washington, I was careful not to intrude upon your time and 
consequently had little opportunity of conversing with you upon 
the business which caused me to be ordered to that city—it has, 
therefore, occurred to me, whether it would not be desirable that 
I should write down the accompanying notes, in further explana- 
tion of the views entertained by me, with reference to the subject 
under consideration. 

So far as respects my own wishes, I confess that it will, to me, 
be a serious disappointment, and cause of personal inconvenience 
not to go to the Mediterranean, as I was led to believe from var- 
ious reliable sources that it had been the intention of the Depart- 
ment to assign me to the command, and had made arrangements 
accordingly; but I hold that an officer is bound to go where his 
services are most required, yet I trust I may be pardoned for ex- 
pressing a strong disinclination to go out as the mere relief or 
successor to Commodore Aulick without being charged with some 
more important service, and with a force competent to a possible 
successful issue the expectations of the government. 

Advance in rank and command is the greatest incentive to an 
officer, and, having already been entrusted with two squadrons, 
one of them the largest one put afloat since the creation of the 
Navy, I could only look to the Mediterranean for advance in 
that respect, as that station, in time of peace, has always been 
time effecting plans at variance with the Monroe Doctrine. The thing was done 
under orders from the British vice-consul, who was acting as regent in Nicaragua. 
Graham immediately dispatched the "Saranac," a naval vessel to San Juan to 
protect American interests, and the state department made the usual protest 
and inquiries. 
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looked upon as the most desirable. Hence it may not be surprising 
that I consider the relief of Commodore Aulick, who is much my 
junior, and served under me in my second squadron, a retrograde 
movement in that great and deeply fostered aim of an officer of 
proper ambition, to push forward; unless indeed, as I have before 
remarked, the sphere of action of the East India squadron and 
its force be so much enlarged as to hold out a well-grounded hope 
of its conferring distinction upon its commander. 

Doubtless there are others my juniors as competent, if not more 
so, who would gladly accept the command as it now is, and if it is 
not intended to augment it in view of carrying out the important 
object with respect to Japan, I may confidently hope that in accord- 
ance with your kind promise on the occasion of my interview with 
you at your house, on the evening of the day of my arrival in 
Washington, I shall still be assigned to the command of the 
Mediterranean squadron. 

In thus expressing myself freely to you, I feel assured, from a 
knowledge of your high tone of character, that you will fully 
appreciate the motives which have influenced me in desiring to 
embark only in that service in the prosecution of which I could 
anticipate a chance of success, or even escape from mortification, 
disappointment and failure. 

With great respect I have the honor to be, 
Your most obedient servant, 

From Hamilton C. Jones. A. 

Como, 

Decmr. 7th, 1851. 

Pardon me for referring to you in the strictest confidence. What 
is the meaning of the Masst. movement in favor of Mr. Webster. 
Can it be possible that any one out of bedlam believes that Mr. 
Webster can be elected President? He certainly can get no South- 
ern State and can any get the Union Whig States at the North. 
But what does it mean and how are the friends of Mr. Filmore to 
treat it. Shall we salt it down at once or shall we wait to see how 
it may enure? If the Whig party has no other hope than by and 
through Mr. Webster, good bye Whigs I say. We might as well 
disband at once. But it is far otherwise as to Mr. Filmore he is a 
favorite with the whole Whig party South—Stronger I really be- 
lieve than any Southern man would be on the ticket. The party 
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would be immensely strengthened at the South. We could fight 
with a heart and a spirit for such a man and such a cause as he 
is identified with. 

But there are thousands that will say let the Whig party go to 
to the dogs if we can not get Mr. Filmore I confess I feel very 
much that way myself. In fact there is no Whig party worth con- 
tending for unless that which is identified with his administra- 
tion. He has fought down all the objections arising out of the 
slavery question, his position is defined and Southerners will now 
trust him. I ask for information however and if you have any deli- 
cacy about writing to an old friend just indicate some one that 
we may refer to in these matters and assuredly you need not fear 
my prudence. I want to know how we are to regard this Webster 
movement? Is it hostile to the President? Is Mr. Webster privy to 
it, and what is thought will be its effect on the party. I wish it to 
be understood at Washington City whatever may be said to the 
contrary by any one, that no Whig can get North Carolina for 
the Presidency but Mr. Filmore. I do not say certainly that he 
can, but his friends would try for him with a will. 

Let me hear from you 

Very truly yours &c 

Invitation to a Banquet. U. 

New York, 

December 9th., 1851. 

The undersigned, a Committee on behalf of the Press of this 
City, have the honor to invite you to attend a Banquet to be giv- 
en by them to Louis Kossuth, on Monday evening next, the 15th. 
inst. 

An answer is respectfully requested. 

Your Ob't Serv'ts, 

Cha's F. Briggs.149 

Parke Godwin.150 

Cornelius Mathews.151 

"'Charles Frederick Briggs (1804-1877), a native of Massachusetts, a journalist, 
who was on the staff of Putnam's Magazine with Parke Godwin and George 
William Curtis. He was later on the editorial board of the New York Times under 
Raymond, and later still was editor of the Independent. 

160 Parke Godwin (1816-1904), a native of New Jersey, journalist, and author. 
After graduation from Princeton, he became a lawyer, and practiced briefly at 
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From John Livingston.1^2 U. 

Office of the U. S. Monthly 

Law Magazine, 

157 Broadway, 

New York, 

December 15th., 1851. 

I am preparing for the press a biographical work which will 
contain the portraits and memoirs of our most eminent living 
jurists. The favor with which the sketches of a few distinguished 
lawyers, heretofore published in the Magazine, has been received 
by the profession, induced me to undertake this work, and I have 
reason to hope it will receive general support. There seems to be, 
on the part of the bar, an eagerness to see the likenesses, and trace 
the history of those who illustrate our system of American juris- 
prudence. 

It seems peculiarly proper that the memory of persons who oc- 
cupy high positions, of accredited usefulness, besides being treas- 
ured in the hearts of relatives and friends, should have its public 
record also, for the double purpose of respect and emulation. To 
extend a knowledge of those whose substantial fame rests upon 
their high legal character and attainments, must exert a wholesome 
effect on the rising generation of American lawyers, and will tend 
to elevate the standard of professional excellence. Familiarity with 
the good and the great begets a desire for honorable distinction, 
and makes even the stupid become intelligent, and the wavering 
determined. It has been truly said, with the great our thoughts 
and manners easily become great, and this is the moral of bi- 
ography. From the beginning the world has been upheld by the 
veracity of the good, and the gods of fable are said to be but the 
shining moments of great men. 

I feel, therefore, that in publishing this work, giving biogra- 
phies of the more learned and illustrious members of the Ameri- 

Louisville, Kentucky. William Cullen Bryant gave him a place on the Evening 
Post, and he wrote widely for magazines. A free-soil Democrat, and later a Re- 
publican, he was associated with Curtis and Briggs on Putnam's Magazine. He 
was editor-in-chief of the Evening Post, 1878-1881. 

151 Cornelius Matthews (1817-1889), of New York, a graduate of the University 
of New York, lawyer, playwright, and magazine writer. 

168 John Livingston was a New York lawyer who became the publisher of legal 
directories, collections of biographical sketches of lawyers, and of a law magazine. 
Graham evidently declined his invitation. 
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can Bar, I shall be discharging a portion of that duty which my 
Lord Hale says every man owes to his profession. 

The work will contain about fifty likenesses and memoirs, the 
portraits will be engraved on Steel, in the neatest style, by the 
very first artists in this Country—the letter press will be done in 
the best manner. 

Having written this much, I will say that we have fixed upon 
yours as a proper name to occupy a space in this work, and, per- 
mit me to add, that I hope you will do me the favor to accept the 
honor, that it will be an honor yourself will, I think, admit, for 
it will place your name and counterpart where they will be seen 
and known "not for a day, but for all time." 

If you will accept the offered place, please forward to me, at 
your earliest convenience, your likeness, (a good daguerreotype 
will do) so that it may be put in the hands of our engravers. Please 
forward also a memoir of yourself, or such facts as will enable us 
to prepare it. The memoir may be from one to twenty Octavo 
pages in length, according to your wishes. 

In conclusion, permit me to request that you will send me both 
the memoir and the daguerreotype within thirty days from the 
time you receive this, as we desire to have the work published in 
three months from this period, and wish to avoid all delays. 

From L. B. Todd. U. 

Lexington, Kentucky, 

December 16th., 1851. 

I have the honor to inform you of your being elected an Honor- 
ary Member of the "Cliosophic Society" of this City. 

We sincerely indulge the hope that this action may meet your 
approbation; and deem it scarcely necessary to state that such 
honor is conferred upon, and only upon, gentlemen of high and 
distinguished literary attainments. 

I take pleasure in subscribing myself, 

Your obedient Serv't 
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From Millard Fillmore. U. 

Washington, 

December 22nd., 1851. 

It is usual, I believe, for the Marine Band to attend and play 
at the reception at the Executive Mansion on the 1st. day of Jan- 
uary. 

Mr. J. K. Goodall, musical director of the National Theatre, 
has offered the services of his band to play alternately with the 
Marine Band, or otherwise as I may direct. 

I should like to know the wishes of the Marine Band before 
answering. 

Yours truly 

From Eliza Witherspoon Goldthwaite. U. 

Mobile, 

December 26th., 1851. 
My Dear Uncle: 

This will be handed you by my particular friend 8c connexion, 
Mr. John A. Campbell,153 who takes with him a young daughter 
to Washington, to make a visit of some weeks, during the session 
of the Supreme Court, & any attention my Aunt & yourself will 
extend to them, will be most gratifying to me. Although Mr. 
Campbell is identified with the Democratic party of this State, 
he is one of the purest and noblest of men, and I take great pleas- 
ure in introducing him to you, & since the loss of my Dear Hus- 
band, he has done every thing that lay in Man's power, to render 

153 John Archibald Campbell (1811-1869), of Alabama, a native of Georgia, jurist. 
He was educated at Franklin College (now the University of Georgia) and spent 
three years at West Point. After studying law, he moved to Alabama, and became 
an eminent lawyer. He served in the legislature and was a delegate to the Nash- 
ville convention in 1850. He was appointed to the United States Supreme Court 
in 1853 at the request of the court. A strict constructionist, he won some Southern 
unpopularity on the Walker case, and, in the North on the Dred Scott case. He 
emancipated all his Negroes when he went on the court. He resigned when the 
Civil War began, and from 1862 to 1865 was Confederate Assistant Secretary of 
War. He was at the Hampton Roads Conference, and when the end of the war 
came, he remained in Richmond and interviewed Lincoln, who gave the order 
for the meeting of the Virginia legislature which he afterwards repudiated. Ar- 
rested for alleged misrepresentation of Lincoln, Judge Campbell was held in 
prison for four months. He settled in New Orleans, and built up a tremendous 
practice. He appeared in the Slaughter-House cases. In Louisiana, he defeated an 
effort to collect the fraudulent "carpet-bag" bonds. Chief Justice Waite said he 
made the greatest argument he had ever heard in a court of justice. 
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my situation comfortable & free from care, & although I am aware 
the recent bereavement in your family may prevent gayeties in 
your house, any kindness you will shew them, will be much more 
appreciated than if they were extended to myself. 

And now, my Dear Uncle, although so many years have passed 
away since I have seen you, I still natter myself I am some times 
remembered with some little interest by you, & you would like 
to hear from us. My Father and Mother are now staying with me. 
My youngest Sister, Louisa, was married on the 24 ult. to Dr. 
Wm. H. Anderson, a young Physician of this City. My Father's 
family are now all settled, & most of them doing well. Ma is in 
fine health, & grown more vigorous with her years. My own situ- 
ation is one of considerable responsibility, but I am left with 
many blessings to attend the loss, I can never cease to mourn. 

And now, my Uncle, if ever there will be a time when your af- 
fairs will allow you to make us a visit, I am sure you have no 
friends in the world that would give you a warmer welcome, & 
none that have ever thought of you & your prosperous career with 
more pride than your ever devoted Neice. 

From Hugh Waddell. U. 

Hillsboro', 

Dec'r 27th, 1851. 
My dear Friend! 

I know the value of yr. time and beg you will pardon me for 
troubling you to look over the enclosed article on "the Coal fields 
of N. C." and if there be, (as there certainly are) mistakes in it, 
or anything amiss, pray strike out and correct and then if 
you think it will do any good, have it published in the Intelli- 
gencer forthwith. 

I know they are pressed for room now, as Congress is in Session, 
but they must make room. This matter must be stirred, and the 
Good Public put on the qui vive as to its value. 

It interests too many of us to be neglected. Gilmer and Judge 
Nash made me write it, and it has been done in such shameful 
haste, that tho' a mere statement of facts, I fear it is bunglingly 
done. 

We have all been to the Coal fields & our friends above named 
are too rich to live long. We are persuaded now that our fortunes 
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are made beyond peradventures of any kind—Heaven grant it— 
I am sceptical, but really every thing now looks as well as it can. 

We have found in our purchase a vein 5 feet thick and upwards 
of the finest coal ever seen in N. C. So full of this, can think of 
nothing else. 

I see yr. spirited letter about the Prometheus154 exactly in the 
right vein. If ever you can spare a moment to address an old 
friend, a line, be it never so short, it will be acceptable. 

Work on R. Road goes bravely on, as I learn. 
We had a Whig meeting, and for yr. sake only, I consented to 

preside. You saw possibly what was done, but it is positively the 
last time, except to carry out the objects of that meeting that I 
shall ever appear in Public assemblies. I had thought otherwise 
once, but "Dies aliter vesum", & so be it. 
[P.S.]  Perhaps the last sentence about the Rail Road had better 

be stricken out, or new modelled. 

From Charles W. Johnston. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

December 31st, 1851. 
# *    #    #    # 

I will now say that public opinion has placed you, or rather 
the fore stalling of Public Opinion has placed you at the wrong 
end of the double tree. If Wm. A. G. for Pres't and M. F. our 
respected incumbent were changed in juxtaposition, I do humbly 
think and believe, would be taken at the most agreeable Southern 
panacea—especially with the Opposite party. It may arise from 
prejudice and not locality Because he has done so much and done 
so much well—But from the limited observation I think I have 
had opportunity of making, Southern preference would make this 
change. If I were a member of the National Convention I should 
look closely to this thing, but by no means disparagingly. 

# #    *    #    # 

164 He  was  probably  referring   to   Graham's   letter,   ordering   the  "Saranac"   to 
Nicaragua, which had recently been published in the Raleigh Register. 
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From Charles M. Conrad. U. 

[1851] 

The enclosed letter is from one of the most distinguished men 
in Louisiana155—a Gentleman who has been twice Governor, etc. 
He is an Agriculturist on a large scale, & is distinguished in that 
and everything else, for his intelligence, activity, & public spirit. 

It has been found by experience, that the Sugar Cane gradually 
degenerates in La., & requires renovation from a foreign stock. 
I have no doubt that the introduction of some of the species from 
the East Indies (whence the plant was originally brought to 
America) would very much improve the plant, & be worth per- 
haps millions, to Louisiana. 

I have no question that it is an object of sufficient importance 
to justify the sending a National vessel there expressly for the 
purpose of procuring and bringing home different varieties of the 
plant. 

If you could give directions to some vessel cruizing in that re- 
gion to touch at or near the places mentioned in Gov'r Roman's 
letter, & procure and bring home as carefully as possible as many 
varieties of the plant as could be procured, you would render a 
very great service to the Country, and do an act which would be 
eminently popular in my State. 

In case this be practicable, it would be well to send to the 
Commander of the vessel, a copy of Gov'r Roman's letter, and of 
the description of the cane therein inclosed. 

156 Andre Bienvenu Roman (1795-1866), of Louisiana, a graduate of St. Mary's 
College, Baltimore, sugar planter, state legislator, judge, governor, 1831-1835, 
1839-1843, and delegate to the Constitutional Conventions of 1845, 1852, and 1861. 
He was a man of high character and large abilities. 
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1852 

From 

James W. Bradbury/ Thomas L. Clingman, if 
Thomas B. Florence.2 U. 

Washington City, 

Jan. 5th, 1852. 

In behalf of members of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Congress of the United States, we have the honor to 
invite your attendance at a Complimentary Dinner to be given 
by them to 

Louis   Kossuth,3 

at the National Hotel, at six o'clock, P.M., on Wednesday the 
seventh day of January, instant 

We have the honor to be 
With great respect, 

Your Obedient Servants 
The favor of an answer is requested. 

To James W. Bradbury, Thomas L. Clingman, & 
Thomas B. Florence. A. 

Washington, 

Jany 6th. 1852. 

I regret that my engagements deny me the pleasure of accept- 
ing your polite invitation, on behalf of members of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives, to the Complimentary dinner to 
be given by them to Louis Kossuth, on the 7th. instant. 

1 James Ware Bradbury (1802-1901), of Maine, graduate of Bowdoin College, 
teacher, lawyer, Democratic United States Senator,  1847-1853. 

"Thomas Birch Florence (1812-1875), of Pennsylvania, a hatter and editor, 
Democratic Member of Congress, 1851-1861, editor at various times of the Wash- 
ington Constitutional Union, the Democratic Review, and the Sunday Gazette. 

8 Louis (Lajos) Kossuth (1802-1894), Hungarian patriot and leader in the 
Revolution of 1848, who came to the United States in an effort to enlist aid against 
Austria. He arrived on the frigate, "Mississippi," which was sent for him by the 
government. There was a tremendous amount of popular more or less hysterical 
excitement about him, and widespread demand that the United States should 
take up his cause. Cooler headed men, of whom Graham was one, properly op- 
posed any such commitment. Failing here, he lived in England until 1862 when he 
went to Italy. 
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Participating in sentiments of respect for your distinguished 
guest, and in a lively interest in the struggle for the independence 
of his country, I would, were it in my power to be present, offer 
the following, as my contribution to the occasion: 

The Moral Influence of American example, and sympathy, 
upon the destiny of our race. It has already accomplished much, 
for the nations of Europe. By a steadfast adherence to the precepts 
and counsels of Washington, it will continue, to shine upon them, 
not with the brilliance of a comet, shooting from its sphere, but 
with the steady radiance of a fixed star, to guide, to cheer, and 
establish, in the principles of freedom. 

I am, with great respect 
Your Obedt Servt. 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

January 6th., 1852. 

B. J. Lossing, Esq., author of the Pictorial Field Book of the 
Revolution, is anxious to present an engraving, and a sketch of 
your father's history, in his very interesting work. He informs me 
that he has received no reply to an application made by mail. His 
note was written upon my suggestion, and I hope you may be able 
to snatch a few moments from your pressing duties to enable him 
to present your father in a proper manner. A daguerotype, taken 
from the portrait, will answer every purpose. I suppose you have 
no miniature. 

I requested your nephew to ascertain what name was indicated 
by the initial F. in Lieut. Maury's name. We will confer the Doc- 
torate at Commencement. 

From Francis Mallory. U. 

Norfolk, 

Jany 12th, 1852. 

When last in Washington I had a conversation with Mr. Con- 
rad on the subject of appointing my son a Cadet at West Point. 
From what passed I was led to hope that I might succeed, altho' 
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the number to be selected was so small compared to the long list 
of applicants. To accomplish it is, I am aware, no easy matter and 
perhaps my only chance is to ask the favour at your hands of nom- 
inating him to the Sec'y of War as one of those allowed to the 
Navy. 

For four years I was in early life an officer of the Navy proper, 
and made two Cruises at Sea, and as a Member of Congress, my 
attention for six sessions was almost exclusively devoted to the 
improvement of the Naval Service. I may, without vanity, I hope, 
refer to the Observatory, the Bureau System, the organization of 
the Purser's Dep't, & the increase of our Steam Marine, as among 
the results of the efforts of that period of our legislation. 

As Navy Agent I am as intimately connected, for the time be- 
ing at least, with the Department and the Service as any class of 
its officers. My commission runs thro' the same period as does that 
of a Purser, and my duties, save that they are more varied and 
complicated, are kindred to his. Many officers of this grade have 
procured appointments for their sons on this ground, while in no 
instance has one been given to a Navy Agent. 

On two occasions have I yielded to officers, & especially last 
winter in the case of the son of Commander Cunningham. 

My anxiety to obtain an appointment grows out of the fact, 
that delay defeats the application altogether, as he is already 18 
years old. 

He has been two years at the Va. Military Institute, Lexington, 
and the Superind't speaks highly of his application and deport- 
ment. Of his personal appearance it does not become me to speak, 
as the pride of a father might lead me beyond the limits of a 
modest propriety. 

His name is Francis Mallory. 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

Jany. 12th 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

I am deeply grieved to hear that there is any probability that 
our respected Chief Magistrate will not be nominated. I fear that 
the Whigs have no hope of success except under his lead. I am con- 
vinced that on the broad and national grounds which the Presi- 
dent has taken, as against any non-committal candidate, he can 
easily carry North Carolina, and most probably every Southern 
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State. There are many prominent men of the democracy in the 
South, who feel on this subject as Mr. Foote, Jno. Cob,4 and Cle- 
ments5 do, and I have great hopes that such men will support Mr. 
Fillmore rather than bring on the Country the disasters which 
would be involved in a disturbance of the Compromise measures. 
I believe there is no security for the Country but in the success of 
Mr. Fillmore. Would it not be wise in the Whigs to press the reso- 
lution introduced into the Senate by Mr. Foote.6 He, I suppose, 
has left it in the charge of some person or party, who understood 
and appreciated the objects of its introduction. So far as I could 
collect them I suppose the manuver was intended to benefit Mr. 
Cass. It is most likely that it will fail in this object—for the reason 
that you mention—but it must inure in the end to the benefit of 
the Whigs. It has certainly proved injurious both to Douglas7 & 
Houston, and will serve to put the Whigs on the high ground 
which the adoption of the resolution in caucus would indicate. 
My Dear Sir, I feel deeply on this subject, especially in regard to 
North Carolina. The coming session of the Legislature is the most 
important we are likely to have for twenty years to come, and our 
success in it greatly depends on the candidate of the Whigs for the 
Presidency. Gen'l Scott has no special popularity in North Caro- 
lina. We may be able to carry the State for him; for Mr. Fillmore 
we will carry it triumphantly. We are in difficulty in our choice 
of a candidate for Governor owing to Gilmer's declination. He 
was the choice of the party by great odds. Who will be selected at 
this time is uncertain. Kerr has many friends and will afford an 
excellent canvass. 

Is any movement necessary to promote the nomination of Mr. 
Fillmore. Such a one would come appropriately from North Caro- 
lina on many accounts, and I do not doubt but it is in entire ac- 
cordance with popular sentiment. It will do much to rally the 

41 have not been able to identify John Cobb. The reference is possibly to 
Howell Cobb, then governor of Georgia. 

5 Jeremiah Clemens (1814-1865), of Alabama, a graduate of the state university, 
who studied law at Transylvania. He was a state legislator, Federal district at- 
torney, took part in the Texas revolution, and was an officer in the Mexican War. 
He was a Democratic United States Senator, 1849-1853. He was later an editor in 
Memphis, but returned to Alabama and was a member of the Secession Convention. 
In 1864 he favored reunion. 

6 The resolution referred to declared the compromise measures a definite settle- 
ment of the difficulties growing out of the existence of domestic slavery. 

7 Stephen Arnold Douglas (1813-1861), of Illinois. Born in Vermont, he was a 
teacher and lawyer. He moved to Illinois, where he was a legislator, secretary of 
state, and Supreme Court judge. He was a Democratic Member of Congress, 
1843-1847, and United States Senator, 1847-1861, and was one of the Democratic 
candidates for President in 1860. 
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Whigs, and give us at least the favorable regard of conservative 
men among the democracy, who look up on Mr. F. as opposing the 
vicious extremes of Nullification on the one side, and Abolition 
on the other. I have been always of opinion that Kossuth would 
become a nine days wonder, and that his propositions would not 
disturb seriously the popular sentiment and the fixed policy of 
the Nation. He is, however, a great man, and his great work, the 
independence of Hungary, engages my most ardent sympathy. 
But there is no brightness in the horizon of her prospects. Europe 
at every step only proves herself unfit for the freedom which 
amiable and gifted visionaries would provide for her. I have writ- 
ten you a long and desultory letter, but I will conclude it as I 
began, that the only hope of success to the Whig party, and more 
than all to the Country, is in the election of Mr. Fillmore. 

From Tod R. Caldwell. U. 

Morgan ton, 

January 15th., 1852. 

Col. B. S. Gaither, of this place, speaks of going to California 
during the ensuing Spring or Summer, and if he should do so, is 
desirous of having some sure means of getting into business and 
making money when he gets there. 

At his instance I write you to ask your aid in getting for him 
the appointment of Superintendant of the Mint in California, if 
Congress should pass the bill establishing one there. Col. Gaither 
has heretofore acted in that capacity, in the Br. Mint at Charlotte, 
and as you will see by a letter, which I take the liberty of enclos- 
ing, Dr. R. M. Patterson,8 Director of the Mint at Philadelphia, 
considered him an attentive, vigilant, & able officer. I have no 
hesitation in saying that he would prove equally so in the Mint at 
San Francisco. I think, too, that he has some claims upon his Whig 
friends at Washington City, and elsewhere, for resigning his of- 
fice as Solicitor in this district last summer, and becoming a Candi- 
date for Congress in opposition to Mr. Clingman, whose course 

8 Robert Patterson (1792-1881), of Pennsylvania, soldier, industrialist, and 
director of the Philadelphia mint, was born in Ireland, was a captain in the War 
of 1812, and a major general in the Mexican War. He became a businessman of 
widely diversified interests, owning sugar and cotton plantations in the South 
and mills in the North. He was a promoter of the Pennsylvania Railroad and of 
steamship service out of Philadelphia. He was briefly a major general in the 
Civil War. 
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in Congress was not acceptable to the friends of the Compromise 
measures. I know that Col. G. only ran from a sense of duty to 
his Country, and at the earnest solicitation of his friends. It is 
useless, however, for me to enlarge upon this matter, as you are 
personally well acquainted with him and his merits. 

As the time for selecting a Whig candidate for President ap- 
proaches, the feeling for Mr. Fillmore in this part of the State 
grows warmer, there is not a Whig within my knowledge who 
does not prefer him to any one else spoken of, and I have heard 
two or three leading Democrats say that they will support him 
in preference to either Mr. Cass or Mr. Douglass, in fact his man- 
ner of administering the Government has given very general satis- 
faction to all right-minded men. I am truly sorry to learn that Mr. 
Clay's prospects for a longer life are so gloomy, I hope, however, 
that he may be able to appear again in the Senate, and make a 
speech on non-intervention, for I know that he will do as he has 
almost invariably done, do right. The current here-abouts is very 
decidedly anti-Kossuth. 

From Benson J. Lossing. A. 

71 Nassau St., 

New York, 

Jan. 16th, 1852. 

Your favor of the 12th. is received. I regret my inability to pro- 
cure a copy of the portrait of your honored father, in time to 
publish it in my work, the last numbers of which are now passing 
rapidly through the press. It would have possessed special interest 
for our whole people. I hope I may be able to procure it for my 
succeeding work, noticed in the annexed circular, he having tak- 
en an active part in the "War of 1812." 

I find in Wheeler II, 233, a well written biography of Gen'l 
Graham, from which I shall be able to compile such a sketch as I 
desire. 

Since I wrote to you, I have received from James W. Osborne 
Esqr. of Charlotte, Rufus Barringer, Esqr. of Concord, and Col'l 
John H. Wheeler, autographs of twenty-three of the Mecklenburg 
patriots. Among them is that of your Grand-father, John David- 
son. Mr. Barringer informs me that Dr. Ramsey of Mecklenburg, 
Tennessee, has written and published Biographical Sketches of 
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all those whose names appear as members of the Convention at 
Charlotte in May 1775. I have written to him for a copy. 

From Charles W. Johnston. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

January 21st., 1852. 

According to the request of your last favor, I will, in the first 
place, say, that I attended the meeting of the Board of the R. R. 
Directory, of the eight Inst., and paid by the Estimate of our la- 
bor, ten pr. ct. on the subscription of $8.000., and took a receipt 
in your name for $400., which is at your command. I offered to 
pay the pr. ct. also on the $1,000 Strudwick subscription. But 
your name for that am't was not on the Books of the Treasurer, 
and He said He was not authorized to receive it. 

The contracting parties, being present, (Gen. McRae, etc.) I 
took the liberty to suggest that it was probable it was worked off 
in their large contract, as was the contemplation for the $100,000. 
at the meeting of the Stock Holders at Greensboro. I mentioned 
this at the time the enquiry was made, who were the subscribers 
for this sum, and in reply was asked, what was the am't of our 
contract. Stating it, as pr. estimate, I left. And, thus far, I have 
not been called upon for the pr. ct. of the same. Then I said I 
was prepared to pay it also. 

In regard to your enquiry respecting the completion of the 
contract before the limited time, I do not feel it obligatory to 
fulfil. Yet my opinion is somewhat confirmed from apprehended 
circumstances, and from the apparent fact, that though provisions 
are scarce, and from the severity of the winter, getting more so, 
but R. R. labor is generally thought to be paramount. That, 
though the next year the provisions may be abundant, the price 
of hands will excede the present year, over & above the present 
calculation. 

McCrae is supplying himself at $125. pr. Hand, and many 
above us at $150. There is a prejudice against having hands for 
R. R. service, generally. But I have hired one for the year, with 
specifications, for $100., a strong and able hand. I have hired 
some half Doz'en by the month, to help us through a Section of 
extreme labor, three of whom are Irish laborers, and are an ad- 
vantage to our own hands, excellent with the spade. I have appli- 
cations daily now, from the Irish, and promise to take good hands 
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pr. month, after the first of March, as I discover we need them. 
Besides, it is a rush with all contractors to complete the Road 

above Orange the present year, for what particular purpose I 
know not. But, feeling ambitious, I am unwilling that Graham 
& Johnston should be behind, especially as the gauntlet is fre- 
quently thrown at them. As I have previously stated, the labor on 
our contract is too severe on our hands. It will work them down. 
And, if applications continue to be made, I think I can supply 
our necessities monthly hereafter at $8. by the Irish, which is 
about the time their good service ends. More of this anon. 

I have at length succeeded in letting off our Bridge, and six 
Culverts to G. B. Tinny & Wright. Are Bostonian Rock men, but 
without security—which affords me considerable relief, notwith- 
standing, as they are intelligent, industrious, & persevering men. 
They, as they progress and receive payment, as we might do, re- 
taining 25 pr. ct. If they succeed it is better than we ourselves 
could do. It is generally supposed that those contractors who first 
complete their contracts will, if desired, have preference in the 
subsequent one, of getting sills, etc. 

Your man Isaac has returned to the Road this week, but is still 
complaining with Rheumatism. I think though, by gentle labor, 
He will be well again as the Season becomes more favorable. Your 
boy, Henry, came to the road with simptoms of pneumonia, and 
the little fellow was buoyed up by the excite [ment] for a week; 
last week his Father took him to your Eustis place, and informed 
the overseer that he was sick. Understanding no necessary atten- 
tion had been paid him, we sent Mr. White to see him, with in- 
structions to call in a physician if necessary, which he did, Dr. 
Strudwick, who thought the case had been neglected, but entirely 
under control. 

Frank, also, has been complaining with a cough for nearly two 
months, which seems to be affected sometimes. So you may per- 
ceive a R. R. Contractor should be something of Naturalist. To 
analize circumstances, even. 

We will have to purchase some 1000. lbs. Bacon for our neces- 
sities this year. I have put up 2000 lbs. for the Road, which melts 
faster than the ground thaws. But I think now Bacon will be 
cheaper in proportion, than pork, as a good portion of the pork 
buyers Bo't on speculation, and the contractors have generally 
supplied themselves, partially, at least. 

Now, Sir, in regard to public work of this kind, or any other 
that I have had any experience in. When well done the sooner the 
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better, because in the result, it is cheaper. Time, which is money 
to the laborer, is equivalent to cash, and the sooner a Job is com- 
pleted the more is made. But particularly in this case I presume 
the object to be, to bring in the State and continue the Road to 
Beaufort, if a Charter can be obtained [from] the next Legisla- 
ture so as to prejudice the prospect of uniting with the Danville 
& Richmond R. R. These are the reasons, I think, that stimulate 
the public mind at present. 

I would still be glad to know the prospect of getting hands at 
Alexandria & Baltimore, particularly in the event the Irish should 
leave us in the Spring. If they are, or should be, as accessable 
then as now, I can get along cheaper with them than purchasing 
negroes at present prices. I speak a little of their brogue, call them 
Brother Dal, and can, by a little soft sodda get them [to] make 
the dust fly. 

But they are half, or have been half starved, and eat on all oc- 
casions, all, etc. 

I have two at the Road, awaiting your assent, at a nominal price; 
2 others, 1 at $10, and one at $9. who work well, and by the dry 
month. I am still apprehensive, though, they are too irresponsible 
to be relied on, as they require constant oversight. We are now 
burrowing to embank some considerable distance of 80 feet Base 
pr. 25 ft. in height, which is a slow and profitless Job, and am de- 
sirous to complete it as soon as possible, & which is the hardest 
portion, except the Rock, in our Contract, and what Rock we 
have to blast is of the hardest kind. By reference to the R. Regis- 
ter, you perceive something more in regard to the suggestions I 
have made. 

P. S. Not very well. 

From James W. Bryan. U. 

Raleigh, 

Jany 25th, 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

There was an informal Caucus of our friends at Gov'r Manly's 
on the evening of my arrival here, in order to concert measures 
touching the approaching political Campaign, and to compare 
notes, as it were, respecting a Candidate for the Gubernatorial 
office. Judge Pearson, I learn, was a most active & talking member 
of the meeting—he reviewed the strength, fitness, etc., of all the 
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"talked of nominees" & thought that Dockery could out dema- 
gogue Reid, & fiddle in the West and fife it in the East; his Honor, 
I learn, was most decidedly "in liquor" or he would not have 
connected Dockery's name with the fraudulent conduct which he 
chalked out for him to adopt, etc. Kerr seems to be decidedly in 
the notion of running, & I presume he may be persuaded yet to 
engage in the Canvass—his inclinations are one way, & his neces- 
sities, it seems, urge him another way. I presume we will have to 
force him on the turf, and I think we can easily succeed with 
him. I learn from my friends that the East will press my name 
unitedly upon the Convention. I have no objection to the office, 
but I have insuperable objections to Canvassing the State. My 
health and strength would not sustain me, I fear, through such a 
Campaign. 

Pearson's nomination of Dockery in the Caucus seems to have 
leaked out, & you will perceive the Editor of the Standard has 
made mention of it in a late number of that paper. I trust & hope 
Gen'l Dockery will not be advised of this affair. It seems to be 
generally known here, that Mr. Fillmore will decline a nomina- 
tion for the Presidency, & all seem now to think that Gen'l Scott 
will receive the nomination. With your name on the ticket for 
the Vice Presidency with him I find that the ticket will meet with 
a hearty support among the Whigs of our State, in fact many 
seemed to anticipate this state of things. Judge Nash truly regrets 
Mr. Fillmore's determination, & he is not alone in that expression 
of regret, all the Whigs deplore the necessity which forces him to 
this determination. 

Gov'r Reid has given a levee! (I send Cousin Susan a "sample 
invitation" inclosed.) Before the most interesting part of the 
ceremonies began, Mr. Sidney Smith of Orange attempted to pull 
the Hon. Wm. H. Haywood's nose—they created quite a demo- 
cratic uproar in the levee or melee. Mr. Haywood & son met Mr. 
Smith next day, & Mr. H. struck Smith on the head with a stick, 
and his son jumped on him and choked him—they were seperated 
& thus ended for the present the affray, although Smith swears 
vengeance, etc. 

I presume you have seen an account of the sales of Hine's 
negroes; they brought most extraordinary prices, and our own 
citizens drove the Speculators out of the Market. Mrs. Hines, it is 
thought, will remove to Newbern. 

The weather has been severely cold here, and many persons have 
suffered very much from its effects. The mails are in a sad state 
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of delinquency, and we are without regular accounts & news from 
the North. Your letter, from the Postmark, was four days on the 
way to this place. 

We are all pretty well. Several of the young ladies of this place 
intend to visit Newbern this winter, and my brother's daughters 
propose going to see us there also. 

Many of the Gentlemen of the Bar have left, & all seemed to 
be animated with a determined spirit to engage in the Campaign, 
like men worthy of the issue and cause. I think everything be- 
speaks a full and able Convention; and connected, as it will be, 
with the Presidential Election, a new life and impetus will be 
given to every effort. Our friends too seem to be in good spirits, 
and that is one half of the battle. 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

Charlotte, 

January 26th, 1852. 
*    #    #    #    # 

We were in this quarter surprised and pained to observe the 
recommendation of the Sec. of the Treasury to abolish the Branch 
Mint at this place. It is really a hard case that Western North 
Carolina which has within its limits but a single National insti- 
tution, and has not, perhaps since the formation of the federal 
constitution, received of public funds, with that exception, one 
hundred thousand dollars, be deprived of this small bounty to her 
valuable mineral interests. The Secretary says that the deposits of 
Bullion are gradually diminishing at this establishment. There is 
some fluctuation in the amount of gold coined, but not greater 
than is applicable to all other pursuits. For the last few years the 
average amount of bullion deposited has exceeded three hundred 
thousand dollars, for the first five years of its existence it did not 
exceed $150,000. For the year just passed the deposits amounted 
to $320,000, with a fraction of the year previous, while in 1849 
they amounted to $390,000. This does not shew any diminution 
of the gold bullion of the County. If the policy of this establish- 
ment was wise, in 1836, when the whole legislature of our State 
recommended the measure, the beneficial effects of the institution 
are certainly more apparent now. But North Carolina has just 
commenced a Geological Survey of the State, the effect of which 
will probably be to develop to a still greater extend her mineral 
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resources. So that the prospect is that the institution will be of 
still greater utility in future. An assay office will be of little value 
to the mining interest. For the reason that almost all the gold we 
receive was obtained from mines of long standing, which are 
worked at considerable depth, and where the gold is of nearly 
uniform value. If we do not have a coining establishment why, 
abolish the concern altogether. It will not be worth preserving. 
It will not be patronized, it will be cold and useless. Besides the 
expenses of the assay establishment will only dispense with the 
Supt., the coiner, and two workmen whose united salaries amount 
to 4500. per annum. Surely this small sacrifice is not necessary to 
propitiate favour to the great and necessary establishments in 
New York and California. Besides, my dear Sir, in a political 
point of view, the step would be exceedingly unwise. The mining 
interest is Whig in general, and if it were abolished we would be 
losers to a large amount, in a State whose political position is by 
no means over reliable. I have written at some length on a subject 
the interest of the public in which is much greater than mine. I 
hope you will do something to interest our friends in North Caro- 
lina in this matter. The community in which I live feels so deeply 
interested in the matter, that I would visit Washington and try 
to prevent the catastrophe if that would seriously affect its welfare. 

From S. A. White. U. 

Rail Road, 

Orange County, N. C. 

January 27., 

1852. 

Thinking it my duty, as one that has charge of so much in 
which you are interested, to have some correspondence with you, 
I take the present opportunity of writing you a few lines, to in- 
form you of some of our operations on your contract. 

I doubt not but you have been made fully acquainted with our 
proceedings, by Esqr. Johnston's letters, and from various other 
sources. But I will endeavor to give you at one view what we have 
done, what we are now doing, and what it is necessary to do, that 
the work may be carried to a successful and a speedy completion. 

You are already informed that we commenced operations about 
the first of Sept. Since that time we have been constantly engaged 
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in prosecuting the work. Have built our Cabins, cleared the route 
for upwards of a mile, and have grubbed all that is necessary for 
some time. We have worked out something over a thousand dol- 
lars, or had done it before the first of the month. The Engineer's 
estimates were about one thousand and they did not make a liber- 
al allowance—made none for any of the rock that we quarried out, 
(not blasted but in the road) but said that in the final estimate, 
they would. The estimates now made are only approximate, there 
being no great accuracy in them. 

This, Sir, we have done with all the disadvantages of new be- 
ginners in (for this part of the State) a new work. There has been 
various causes that hindered our operations. One is in not having 
feed provision, etc., convenient, and having to send some of the 
Rail Road hands and horses for it. This not only hinders the hand 
sent, but disarranges our plans, for we have to stop the carts. This 
will not do at all now, for we can't ever spare a single horse now 
without great inconvenience. For the last month Mr. Vaughan 
has supplied us with feed, but he does not feel himself under ob- 
ligations to do so any longer, as you have given him no instruc- 
tions to do so. He says that he has but two hands that he could 
send, and they are his dependance on the farm, and that he can- 
not spare them without great inconvenience. He no doubt wants 
to do good work on the farm, but it is to your interest to have 
feed brought here. Whenever I can send for it without hindering 
our operations too much, I will do so, and will do what I can 
towards bringing the feed here. 

Another disadvantage that we have had was the procuring 
stone for culverts. We were inexperienced in the business, not 
fixed well for getting it out, the stone hard to get, and a great 
distance to haul it. Esqr. Johnston made a good many efforts to 
procure an experienced quarrier, but could not, with the excep- 
tion of one, who staid but a day. He proving to be a worthless 
fellow. 

I am happy to inform you that you have got clear of this diffi- 
cult and expensive job, for it is one for which you are entirely 
unprepared, and is one that would require a continual expense of 
cash, and it would have taken close and undivided attention to 
have made it a profitable business. 

It was a fortunate thing that your partner was so successful. I 
do not think it a hard trade on the part of Messrs. Tinney and 
Wright, for they could afford to do it cheaper than any others in 
this part of the country. 
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To carry on your work successfully, you ought to employ more 
force, say some 30 or 35 hands, for the reason that you ought to 
get the greater portion of it done this year, or at any rate three 
fourths of your contract. 

It is true that provision is dear. But we have no assurance that 
it will be any cheaper next year. It may be cheaper. It may be 
dearer. But one thing is certain, the price of labor will not be 
one cent less next year than this. Good hands will not be gotten 
for less than ten dollars per month, or one hundred per annum. 
This seems, in general, to be the fixed price, except on 1st. & 4th. 
Divisions, where they are giving $125. for good hands. 

There have been some negroes bought by some of the contrac- 
tors for the road, but it is my opinion that the safest and best way 
is to hire negroes, even at one hundred dollars. If negroes are not 
to be had, Irishmen will be the main dependance. We have three 
Irishmen at work now, but they have no regard to what is just and 
right, they have to be watched more closely than negroes. 

If any one would choose to have Irishmen, they would have no 
trouble in getting them, for of late they have been about Hills- 
boro' by Dozens, seeking employment on the road. 

In regard to the management of your negroes, I have treated 
them kindly, and have had regard to their comfort and health, 
and have at no time put them out to work when I was not willing 
to go with them, and while I have charge of them, I will not think 
of exposing them in weather that is too rough for me. There has 
been none of your boys seriously indisposed since they have been 
on the road, except Henry, who was only with us a week. He was 
taken with something like Pneumonia. I sent him home to his 
Mother to have him taken care of, when I found that he did not 
improve, I brought Dr. Strudwick to see him. I have not seen 
him for two or three days, but learn that he is better, not by any 
means dangerous. 

I have endeavored to do my duty for you & Esqr. Johnston, 
and shall continue to do so while in your employ. 

Your partner has been assiduous in his labors for prosecuting 
the work, and one thing you need not be afraid of, that is his 
spending too much, if he can help it, and I would recommend 
that you give him full sweep, and let him drive the work as fast 
as possible, for you are now engaged in a heavy and an expen- 
sive work. As the contract now stands, you have some 15,000 dol- 
lars to work out. This, with say one thousand, which Tinney & 
Wright will pay, together with what you have already had esti- 



244 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

mates for, will make the amount due you from the Company 
some 16,000. dollars. Your and Esqr. Johnston's subscription as it 
stands on the books, is $8,000., which sum deducted from the 
amount which will be due, will leave $8,000. of cash to be ex- 
pended or saved by you. 

Now this is certainly a safe business, you can't loose by it. And 
while you need not count on realizing a large amount of cash, 
still you may be gratified that this $8,000. does not come out of 
your pockets. 

I have thus thrown together such items as presented themselves 
to my mind while writing, and I hope that you will pardon me 
in thus taking the liberty of advising one so far superior to me. 
But I know that the cares and anxieties which you have in regard 
to other subjects of more weighty importance—the affairs of the 
nation—how to preserve unsullied that glorious flag of ours that 
floats on every sea, and waves triumphantly in every harbor, en- 
gages your time and attention at the sacrifice of your private af- 
fairs, that such things do not occupy your time. 

I wish that you were here, that you might see the necessities 
of the business,—but enough. 

In conclusion I will say, that if you have any directions to give 
me, or any suggestions to make, do so, do it candidly and frankly. 

With sentiments of high regard, and with wishes for your suc- 
cess, whether in the affairs of the nation or in those of your own, 
I remain, 

Invitation. U. 

Washington, 

January 29th, 1852. 

Sir: 

Arrangements have been made for the celebration of the An- 
niversary of the Birth of Washington by a Congressional Banquet 
to be given in this City, on Saturday, the 21st. of February, for 
the purpose of evincing a becoming respect for his high charac- 
ter and illustrious services, and for the purpose of affirming and 
reasserting the principles set forth by him in his FAREWELL AD- 
DRESS to the American People. 
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Soliciting the favor of your attendance as a guest on the occa- 
sion. 

We have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 

Your obedient servants, 
William H. Bissell,9 Illinois, 
J. H. H. Haws,10 New York, 
Wm. R. Smith,11 Alabama, 
Alexander Evans,12 Maryland, 
Volney E. Howard,13 Texas, 

Committee of Correspondence. 

From Bartholomew F. Moore. U. 

Raleigh, 

Feb., 1852. 

I would stop to say a few words on the subject of Presidential 
Candidates, but that my private intelligence represents every 
thing at the City to be under the control of cliques, and that we 
may expect to have little voice in making the selection. 

I may say this, however, that I admire the president the more 
every day, and the country will have great cause to lament the 
day when she turns her back on him. 

It would give me very great pleasure to see Fillmore and you 
on the same ticket, and I believe it would be strong in the South. 

* William Harrison Bissell (1811-1860), of Illinois, a native of New York, physi- 
cian, state legislator, colonel in the Mexican War, Democratic Member of Congress, 
1849-1855, and Governor, 1857-1860. 

50 John Henry Hobart Haws (1809-1866), of New York, a graduate of Columbia, 
lawyer, Whig Member of Congress, 1851-1853. 

"William Russell Smith (1815-1886), of Alabama, a native of Kentucky, grad- 
uate of the University of Alabama, lawyer, captain in the Creek campaign, state 
legislator and judge, Whig Member of Congress, 1851-1857. He was a delegate to 
the Secession Convention and voted against secession, was a Confederate Colonel 
and Member of Congress, 1862-1865. Later he was president of the University of 
Alabama. 

u Alexander Evans (1818-1888), of Maryland, lawyer, Whig Member of Congress, 
1847-1853. 

13 Volney Erskine Howard (1809-1889), of Texas, a native of Maine, educated at 
Waterville College, lawyer, who moved to Mississippi, and was state legislator, 
editor, and Supreme Court reporter there. He moved to Louisiana, and in 1847 
to Texas, where he was a delegate to the Constitutional Convention. He was 
a Democratic Member of Congress, 1849-1853. He later moved to California where 
he was delegate to the Convention of 1878, and a judge. 
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From James T. Morehead. U. 

Ho. Rep., 

February 2nd., 1852. 

You probably think I am lost, or mislaid, not having seen you 
for a week; for the last week I have been rendered unfit for serv- 
ice, cold I suppose, attended with fever and severe head-ache, 
until my fever swelled considerably; Saturday the fever subsided, 
and I am again on foot, & in my seat this morning. 

Many of our North Carolina friends are here, and have, or will 
probably call on you; so soon as the sun assumes its sway, & I can 
venture out with impunity, I will come up. 

I have received two urgent letters from Gilmer. I must answer 
them, so that he will receive them on his return from Ashborough 
on Saturday, as he goes to Rutherford next week, when and 
where it will be important that he should be fully informed of 
our views. More anon; say to Madam, I yet live. 

From Robert Hall Morrison. U. 

Cottage Home, 

Feb. 3rd, 1852. 
#    #    #    #    * 

I am much gratified to hear that Mr. Fillmore has yielded to 
the wishes of. his friends, and will not withhold his name from 
the Convention. It seems evident to me that he is the only Whig 
prominently named who can gain the full Strenth of the party in 
the South; and unless the whole Whig vote of the Country is con- 
centrated we shall certainly be beaten. 

The Dem. party have ties of affinity to which we are Strangers. 
We must have a Candidate to whom there is no alienation or 
there is no hope of success. Mr. Fillmore would go before the 
Country with stronger claims than any available man; and I 
should rejoice in his nomination, believing that the essential in- 
terests of the Country demand the very qualities in a Chief Magis- 
trate, which he has so fully exhibited. 

I am happy to think the Kossuth Mania is subsiding. I have had 
no toleration for it from the beginning. 
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He is a man of splendid abilities, but is the more to be dreaded 
on that account; for the success of his mission would prove the 
ruin of our Country. 

Every day is giving proof how much we have to fear the swell- 
ing tide of Foreign population in this Country. Their patronage 
is already sought by artful politicians, and in a crisis of danger 
their united suffrages might turn the scales against the best in- 
terests of the Land. 

I have hired out a part of my hands on the Rail Road, and will 
probably continue to do so, until the children may need their 
services, as I am anxious to have less care & trouble in attending 
to them. It is generally healthy; but in a few places Typhoid fever 
has been very fatal. 

•R* IF •«* V ^ 

From J. W. Maclean.1A U. 

Gaston County, 

North Carolina, 

February 4th., 1852. 

I have procured a Overseer for your Leiper plantation, a man 
by the name of Eli Macklehany, he is a man who has been over- 
seeing for a good many years. I had to pay high for to get him. 
He came to the Plantation the day before Christmas. 

I had to give him $200.00, 30 Bushels of Wheat, & 40 Bushels 
of Corn. He boards himself, he is a man of family, he has 4 Chil- 
dren. 

he has killed upwards of four thousand pounds of Pork for 
this year. I had to get your Negroes all of the more shoes they 
ware barefooted; the shoes Jack made them lasted notime. You 
will have about Eleven Bales of Cotton for the year 1851. I got 
Bagging in Charlotte for you. Macklehany will Bale it in weat 
dayes. He is Ditching your land where it is necessary. I have had 
the property praised you have 23 head of Slack Hoggs, 31 head 
of Cattle, Nine hundred Bushels of Corn, your Wheat is not 
worth any thing I have directed Macklehany to grind it for the 
Negroes & save the Corn, your Boy Joseph has been very bad with 

"Probably Dr. John W. McLean, a son of Dr. William McLean, of Lincoln 
County. He seems to have exercised some oversight of several of Graham's 
plantations. 
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Typhus Pneumonia; he has recovered. Several of them has been 
sick All doing well now 

The are all wanting Patches—your brother James prevented 
them having Patches. I want you to let me know If they are to 
have Patches. 

I have directed Macklehany to sow as many Oats as he can so 
as to sell as mutch Corn as he can We have sold no Corn yet but 
it will go of at one dollar per Bushel 

Your Sc[y]thes & Credles are up at the Arehart plantation. I 
want to know if they will send for them when the Wheat is ready 
to cut. 

Your hands are all doing well at this time they are very fraid 
of their Overseer he has the character of being very sever but I 
will attend to that for you he is a man of good character 

Cotton is low now worth at the Factories from five to seven 
Cts per pound I have not sold my Cotton yet I will keep it for 
the Spring Market let me know when you want your Cotten 
sold; you will have about 31 Bales of Cotton old and new. We 
are all well my Mother has not been very well but is better. We 
have had a very severe spell of cold weather which has lasted 
nearly a Month. Your Negroes will all need clothing in the Spring 
direct what to do & what kind to get, etc. 

From Robert Morris. A. 

Inquirer Office, 

Philadelphia, 

February 8th, 1852. 
Private. 

I learn that many of the friends of Captain Henry Henry, 
among them Senator Cooper and Commodore Stewart, are urg- 
ing him for a responsible post in your department. 

Permit me also to urge the selection. 
Captain H. is an able and experienced officer, has many and 

warm friends, and would prove highly efficient in the position re- 
ferred to. 

Allow me also to say a word in confidence, in relation to the 
next Presidency. Mr. Fillmore has many friends in Pennsylvania, 
but they have been paralysed in a great measure in consequence 
of the fact that they have not been sufficiently recognized. 
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Something was expected after the Gubernatorial election, but 
in this they were disappointed. Our State Convention for the 
election of Delegates to the Whig National Convention, will be 
held in March, when the whole matter will be determined, so 
far as Pennsylvania is concerned. 

The friends of the President will not be idle or inactive, but 
they will have a formidable party in their own ranks to contend 
against. It is to be hoped therefore, that the leaders at Washington 
will lend all the aid and comfort in their power. The State, I feel 
satisfied, could be carried for Fillmore, should he receive the na- 
tional nomination. 

Knowing your many engagements, I will not trouble you for 
a reply, I will only add that Senator Cooper is, perhaps, as well 
booked in the politics of Pennsylvania, as any man at Washington. 

From Burgess S. Gaither. U. 

Morganton, 

February 18th., 1852. 

I am inclined to remove to San Francisco, California, with the 
view of pursuing my profession. You may think that it is a strange 
mood in me to leave the practice I have here, and run the risk of 
doing better in California, but my pecuniary situation requires 
that I shall make some move of the kind. 

Some years since, I was guilty of the folly of settling a farm in 
Alabama, which resulted most ruinous for me, and has involved 
me in a debt that I find it is impossible for me to pay, by any ef- 
fort of mine in this Country, and makes me a slave to my credi- 
tors. I have always had a good practice in my Circuit, and am 
now realizing some three thousand dollars annually, but that is 
not sufficient to discharge my heavy losses in Alabama. In addi- 
tion to the loss I sustained in the depreciation of property, I un- 
fortunately, endorsed for my two Brothers, and lost seven thous- 
and dollars. 

If I was out of debt, I would not exchange my present situa- 
tion and prospects for any others, and I would be perfectly willing 
to spend my life in this Circuit, but to submit to live a mere slave 
to my creditors, and to the mortification of not being permitted 
to live like a gentleman, when, by any effort of mine I could 
change my prospects, and relieve myself, I can not hesitate. I 
think that the prospect of litigation in California is, and will be 
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for years to come, better than any other State in the Union. In 
connection with this move, I have been thinking of the appoint- 
ment of Superintendant of the Mint, that will, in all probability, 
be established at San Francisco. I see that the salary is fixed in 
the Senate's bill, at five thousand dollars, and from what I know 
of the duties of that office, they would not materially interfere 
with a City practice, more especially as my eldest son will obtain 
a license this summer, and I would take him with me, and put 
him into an office. An association with him in the practice would 
be mutually advantageous. I have understood that the brother of 
Mr. Ashe is an applicant, but, unless his political views are very 
different from his Brother's, I presume Mr. Fillmore would not 
feel under very great obligations to him. It is possible that Ashe 
would as soon have the appointment of Treasurer, as the salary 
is the same, but the latter appointment I would not wish, for the 
reason that the duties of that office would require my presence 
at the Mint daily, and the responsibility is much greater. If I 
could get that appointment, it makes a new man of me for life, 
and would make me a free man once more. I could go there and, 
in a few years, pay off my debts, and live like a white man. I 
know if my friends knew of the importance of this matter to me, 
they would feel some interest in the matter. 

It is not for the honor, or from any desire to hold office, that I 
ask this appointment, for I have long since ceased to look upon 
office-holders under the Government, with any very favourable 
eye. It is for the money alone that I want it, and I think from the 
experience I have had, that I can discharge the duties well and 
satisfactorily to the Government. 

I see that there is a vacancy in the office of District Judge, for 
the Southern District of California, created by the death of Judge 
Jones15 in December. It is possible that Mr. Fillmore might be 
willing to give me that appointment, provided my friends think 
that I am qualified to discharge the duties thereof. I want some 
appointment that will enable me to get out of debt, and I care 
not what it is, or where it is, but would greatly prefer one in 
California, for I want to move there with the ultimate view of 
practicing Law, and to start my two sons there in the practice of 
Law. I have been induced to speak to you thus frankly, and con- 
fidentially, from the fact you have always treated me with great 
kindness, and I know that you know that I am one of the friends 

16 J. M. Jones  (d. 1851), United States district judge in California, was a native 
of Kentucky, who was a lawyer in New Orleans before going to California. 
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you have in this State that you may rely upon under any circum- 
stances. 

If you can do anything for me, well, but if not, it shall not 
change my position towards you or Mr. Fillmore. If you have 
time, I would like to hear from you. I am just leaving for my Cir- 
cuit, & if you write, direct it to Asheville. 

I write in great haste. 

From Denison Olmsted. A. 

Yale College, 

Feb. 21st, 1852. 

I have just rec'd the "Navy Register" which you have had the 
goodness to forward me. I shall value it especially for your sake. 

In return I send herewith a pamphlet16 of about the same size 
but of far less importance in which you will find a slight allusion 
to yourself. Perhaps it will not be uninteresting to you to see so 
respectful an allusion to your Alma Mater. It was not my wish to 
have my Obituary written just now but these Ohio people thought 
otherwise. 

To Millard Fillmore. U. 

Navy Department, 

February 23rd., 1852. 
Sir: 

Understand that some of the departments are closed to day in 
honor of the 22nd. 

Is it agreeable to the President that this shall be generally done? 

With great respect, 

[Notation by Millard Fillmore on letter.] 

Let it be done so far as the law permits. 

M. F. 

10 Not found or identified. 
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From Edmund C. Bittinger. U. 

U. S. Steam Frigate "Susquehanna," 

Hong Kong, China. 

February 27th., 1852. 
Hon. & very dear friend: 

It is with heart-felt pleasure that I collect my thoughts together, 
& forward them to you, for I shall always feel under very great- 
est obligation to you for your kindness to me, & thus enabling me 
to assist those who stood in need of my assistance, as well as help 
my youngest brother thro' his studies at Princeton, as I helped my 
younger brother thro' his at the same place. He graduated at 
Princeton College three years ago, & has been pursuing his studies 
at the Theological Seminary, & will leave the Seminary the last 
Thursday in the coming May. He belongs to the Baltimore Pres- 
bytery. The Rev. Dr. Alexander,17 late Professor of Ecclesiastical 
history in that institution, & now pastor of one of the churches 
in New York City, informed me just before I left the Country, 
"that of all the young men that had passed thro' the Seminary, no 
one stood higher in the estimation of the professors than your 
brother." Wh: was very gratifying to my heart. He is the brother 
concerning whom I wrote you some time ago, & desired you, if it 
met with your entire approbation, to do for him what you so 
kindly have done for me. My younger brother has, within the past 
year, married, and consequently would not be willing to accept an 
appointment wh: would render it obligatory upon him to be 
subject to the Department & become a laborer on the sea. Should 
you feel disposed to favor my brother by such an appointment, & 
thus promote my own interests, you will place me under addition- 
al obligation to you. The Rev. John C. Smith, Pastor of the 4th. 
Presbyterian Church in Washington, will most cheerfully present 
you with any information in reference to him wh: you may desire, 
tho' I have not written a syllable to him on the subject. 

Let me now thank you, Gov., for my comfortable accommoda- 
tions on board this ship, for I have been informed that, by your 
order, an additional state-room was, for me, prepared, & wh: has 
been a study & has contributed no little to my exemption from 

"The Reverend Joseph Addison Alexander (1809-1860), a son of the Reverend 
Archibald Alexander, a graduate of Princeton, professor in the Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, and a great theological scholar. 
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annoyance, & wh: I trust I will not be deprived of by the present 
Commodore's successor. 

In our passage out we touched at the island of Madeira, where 
we remained some ten days, & it is a very gem of an island. At 
Rio de Janeiro we remained about two months, repairing the en- 
gines & fishing the masts, at Cape Town some ten days, at Port 
Louis, Isle of France about the same time, at the isle of Johanna 
about two days, at the isle of Zanzibar about a week, at the isle 
of Ceylon about ten days, at Penang about a week, at Singapore 
about a week, at Macao one day, reached Hong Kong the 5th. of 
February, & right glad were we all to hail the port of our destina- 
tion in this distant part of the world, & visit the shore. 

Nothing occurred on the sea during our passage to this place 
worth recording & forwarding to you for your perusal. I am 
happy to inform you, however, Gov., that we have arrived, for 
never did I expect to see China on the Susquehanna, & with any 
other officer in command of her, I should have despaired of seeing 
Hong Kong. In the first place, I do not think that any other officer 
would have assumed the responsibility of repairing her at Rio, & 
bringing her to this distant part of the world against numerous 
and almost insurmountable obstacles. I am no sailor myself, & 
of course know but little on the subject about wh: I write, for 
I have formed my opinion entirely from what I heard Commodore 
McKeever18 say at Rio, that if he had any authority she should go 
home, for never would he consent for her to go on such a distant 
cruise. 

Whatever, Gov., may be said of Commodore Aulick as a man, 
I must say to you, that from upwards of eight months' observation 
of his conduct on board of this ship during her passage from Nor- 
folk to Hong Kong, as an officer, I have formed the very highest 
opinion of him, and do not believe that he has a superior in the 
Service. He is not only sufficient, but efficient. Not being accus- 
tomed to the sea, I at the first spent many restless nights on board, 
and not unfrequently visited the deck, & I can assure you that 
often times I found him in the mid watch, walking the deck & 
looking out for the ship. As an officer I would suppose that he 
would be very unpopular in the service, for he seemed to have 
the most unbounded contempt for a poor officer, & cannot tolerate 
him, but on the other hand, he has an unbounded opinion of a 
good officer, & cannot help making that opinion known, tho' by so 
doing, he should give great offence to any other officer under his 

M Isaac McKeever   (1793-1856), of Pennsylvania, who entered the navy in 1809. 
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command. Most unfortunately, too, for him, his manners are 
rather forbidding, and unpopular generally with those who know 
him, because unintentionally he speaks forth his mind without 
fear or favor. 

Let me furthermore say, that wherever this magnificent ship has 
touched, she has created the most unbounded interest, & has made 
an impression wh: will be as lasting as the nation, for she is in the 
estimation of all who visited her, even themselves being the 
Judges, the noblest war steamer that has ever crossed the ocean. 
The officers have received from every one the greatest possible 
attention, & my humble judgment is, that the appearance of this 
noble specimen of America's Naval Architecture in the Eastern 
World, has been most favorable to us as a nation, & the respect 
for the Stars & Stripes has been greatly increased. It is true our 
men of war have always cruised on these seas, and visited these 
shores, but from the fact that no war steamer had ever been seen 
in these waters bearing our flag, they concluded that we were be- 
hind the English and the French, & that we had none, the English 
& French holding undisputed sway in that branch of Naval Archi- 
tecture. Our appearance, therefore, has opened their eyes, 8c has 
impressed them most favorably, & no doubt has increased their 
respect for us as a nation. At Johanna the difficulty between the 
Gov't of the U. S. & the King has been most amicably settled, 
as you have, ere this late date, been informed. The King visited 
the Ship, accompained by his Court. He exclaimed, when he 
passed thro' the Engine rooms—"that man never made those en- 
gines, but that the devil must have had something to do with 
them." 

So was the difficulty also adjusted at Zanzibar, as you have been 
informed. All that the American Merchants could get from the 
Arabs who fueled the ship was—"God alone is Great! Man never 
built that big Ship!" When we reached Point de Galle, isle of 
Ceylon, we had on board between four & five Tons of coal, & had 
it not been for the coal wh: we received from the Prince at 
Zanzibar, there is no telling where we would now be; for even 
the small supply on board when we anchored, was the balance of 
a small lot intended for cooking purposes. An English gentleman, 
after seeing the ship & about to leave, simply said, "What a pity 
we ever separated," & a French lady at the isle of France remark- 
ed, "I wish you Americans would only come & take us from the 
English." 

You could easily see with what surprise we were visited by Eng- 
lish officers on board of English Steamers, who had never seen an 
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American Steamer floating these distant waters, & some of them 
asked "whether these stupendous engines were built in England?" 

Never have I seen such hospitality before, & have concluded 
that it is indigenous to no clime, & confined to no nation, for their 
hearts and homes were thrown open to us as freely as tho' we be- 
longed to their respective nations, and had been known personally 
by them for a thousand years. 

Should the Steamer visit Japan, and should anything occur dur- 
ing our cruise, & our visit, worth recording & forwarding, you may 
expect to receive a line from me. It is my intention to visit Can- 
ton, provided the Commodore grants me permission, for I am 
anxious to become acquainted with manners & customs of the 
people from personal observation. I have been highly pleased with 
the cruise thus far, Sc have been enabled thro* the kindness of the 
Commodore, to be one of his suite, so as to see for myself how 
the great ones of these countries live & entertain their guests in 
their own princely homes. Since our arrival here, we have dined 
with the General & the Governor, & several other distinguished 
families. As I am somewhat timid about writing letters in reply 
to official ones, I've thought it best to give you the substance of 
mine, in reply to his— 

U. S. Frigate "Susquehanna," 
February the 13th., 1852. 

Gentlemen: 

Will you be pleased to inform me whether you ever under- 
stood me to say, or even to intimate, during the passage from the 
United States to Rio, or at any other time, that Mr. Macedo19 

was considered as my "private guest, and entertained at my cost," 
& that such an impression was made on his mind, instead of 
being "the guest of the Gov't of the U. States," & entertained at 
the public expense. 

Will you be pleased to answer the foregoing enquiries either 
collectively, or individually, as may best suit your views. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Respectfully yours, 

J. H. Aulick. 

MM. Macedo, the late Brazilian minister to the United States. 
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To the Ward Room Officers, 
U. S. S. "Susquehanna." 

To Commander J. H. Aulick, 
Commanding the U. S. Squadron, 
East India & China Seas. 

U. S. Frigate "Susquehanna," 
February 14th., 

1852. 
Sir: 

In reply to your communication addressed to the Ward Room 
officers, I answer that I never heard [you] say, or even intimate, 
that Mr. Macedo, the late Brazilian Minister to the U. S., was 
your private guest & entertained at your cost, instead of being 
the guest of the U. S. Gov't, & entertained at the public expense; 
neither do I know whether such an impression was made on Mr. 
M's mind. On the contrary, I heard you inform several gentlemen 
connected with the Brazilian Gov't, that Mr. Macedo came out in 
this National Ship as the guest of the Nation. 

I remain, Sir, With great respect, 
Your humble servant, 

Edm. C. Bittinger. 

I will now furnish you with a running sketch of my own duties 
on board this ship, & will forward them for your perusal at your 
leisure, when nothing more important may occupy your atten- 
tion. My scene of labors has great difficulties and discouragements 
wh: oftentimes oppress me, & sometimes almost overwhelm me, 
for seamen, as a class, seem to be proof against the ordinary means 
of grace, for apparently no permanent impression is made upon 
their minds & hearts. It sometimes seems to me that my labors are 
in vain. That no good can be accomplished in reference to those 
whose homes are on the deep, who are nearest death, & farthest 
from God, & who have been too often regarded as candidates for 
ruin in this world, & of perdition in the next. 

Let me say then to you, Gov., I have been somewhat disappoint- 
ed in my efforts on behalf of those who are on board this ship, 
for I expected that the spirit, at least, of the law of the sendee 
would be carried out, & if prayers were offered to God every day, 
that certainly the law would be observed & that I would be per- 
mitted to exercise the functions of my office, on the Sabbath, but 
in this, too, I have also been disappointed, for at very irregular 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 257 

times have I been allowed to preach the Gospel. So you can easily 
see for yourself what difficulties have been thrown in my way, & 
what discouragements I have had to contend against since my 
connexion with this Ship. I am well aware that sometimes it would 
have been utterly impossible for religious services to have been 
performed & observed on the Sabbath, but oftentimes there has 
been no necessity whatever for their neglect. But notwithstanding 
all these difficulties & discouragements, I've neglected no oppor- 
tunity to perform my duty & discharge my obligation, for I've al- 
ways visited the men when in the brig, & when confined by sick- 
ness, & have conversed with them about the salvation of their 
souls. Fve endeavored by all the means in my power to con- 
vince them of sin, of righteousness, & of a judgment to come, & 
have labored by various means to bring them to a knowledge of 
their guilt, & the way of salvation thro' Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
I've read the Bible to them, & prayed with, & for them. I've cir- 
culated numerous religious books, amongst wh: were [some] sent 
me by the Bible Society k Tract Society, New York City, the Sab- 
bath School Union, & the Presbyterian Board of Publication, Phil- 
adelphia, & trust to God that my labors amongst them will not 
eventually be in vain. 

I was truly sorry to learn of the death of your brother, & hope 
this affliction will be sanctified to you, & will enable you to feel 
perfectly resigned to, & well of, Him who doeth all things well, 
$c who is too wise to err, & too good to be unkind. May Christ 
comfort your stricken spirit in the midst of your sorrow, & help 
you to kiss the rod wh: has smitten you, for in this way, Gov., it 
will, in the end, prove a rod cut from the tree of life by God's 
hand, to bring you to a knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jesus. 
If our heart's treasure be this side of the grave, Gov., we shall soon 
be taken from it, but if beyond the grave, we shall soon be taken 
to it. The God of all grace Sc consolation, my honored friend, be 
with you on the earth, until you are with Him in heaven! 

I visited all the Mission stations at wh: we touched on our 
passage to this port, & have become convinced that the hope of 
the Church is in the rising generation amongst the heathen, for 
it seems impossible to bring the adult population in this part of 
the Eastern world under the power & the influence of divine truth. 
I have found Presbyterian Churches, & ministers connected with 
our Church, with whom I have taken sweet counsel, & for whom 
I cherish brotherly affection, at Cape Town, Isle of France, Pe- 
nang, Point de Galle, & have preached for them whenever it was 
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in my power. At Hong Kong I have found Missionaries connected 
with the Baptist Church, & they have been exceedingly kind to 
me, & have invited me to make their houses my homes, wh: in- 
vitation I have not yet availed myself [of.] I have forward [ed] 
you papers from the several ports where the Editors published 
an account of the Susquehanna's visit, & of my public ministra- 
tions on shore, wh: I hope have come duly to hand. 

I have only been annoyed since my entrance to the service by 
one person, & his name is Mr. Blunt of Sing Sing, New York. Be- 
fore I entered the service, letters passed between us for upwards of 
one year, for I boarded with him upwards of two years, and, after 
appointed, I visited Sing Sing, & often visited him, tho' I did not 
remain with him, wh: seems to have given him offence, for when 
I left the place as friends, I received a letter from him stating 
for the first time, that I owed him $22.50 for board, wh: he pre- 
tended was a just demand, & believing from what I knew of him, 
that if I discharged his unrighteous demand, he would only pre- 
sume on defrauding me out of more in the same way. He threat- 
ened to report me to the Department, but I did not regard that, 
for his character is most notorious in that place, & refused to take 
them from the Post Office, wh: seems to have exhasperated him, 
so that he has again written me, & in order to prevent annoyance, 
8c fearing that my influence might be lessened with those who do 
not know me, I've thought it best to request a lawyer who lives 
in Sing Sing, to pay him, & get his receipt in full of all demands. 
This is the only annoyance to wh: I have been subject. 

Accept now, my honored & esteemed friend, my poor prayers 
for your welfare & happiness in both worlds. 

With sentiments of esteem & affection, 
I remain, your fr: forever. 

From S. J. Wheeler.20 A. 

Murfreesboro, N. C, 

Feb. 27th, 1852. 

While in Washington I was requested by Professor Henry of the 
Smith'n Institution to send the Inst'n fossils, &c from our State. 
Small specimens of entomology, he suggested might be sent by 

80 Dr. Samuel Jordan Wheeler (b. 1810), of Murfreesboro, a native of Bertie 
County, brother of John Hill Wheeler, physician and editor, Confederate major 
of cavalry. 
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mail through any acquaintance. Almost every department I find 
is disposed to cooperate in aiding the Institution; & if agreeable 
to you would be happy to contribute such things as I may find 
worthy of preservation through you. 

Dr. Foreman21 is anxious to establish points of meteorological 
and barometrical observation in our State. If they desire it it 
will afford me pleasure to carry out their views by establishing a 
series of observations at Wake Forest College. 

If you have a spare copy of the last report of Secty of Navy you 
would oblige me by sending a copy addressed to Grenada Yalo- 
busha Co. Miss., where I shall be for the next two months. 

We succeeded in getting an extension of the Steamboat mail to 
Murfreesboro, by the P. M. General, for which we feel under some 
obligation to you. 

From David A. Bokee.22 U. 

Willard's Hotel, 

March 9th., 1852. 

I understood the publisher of the Whig Review, he would wait 
until your biographical sketch was rec'd, before he would insert 
your "picture," but I find it in the last number, which is now at 
hand. I hope Mr. Outlaw will prepare the sketch in time for the 
April number. 

I took great pains in procuring a good engraving, and I think 
you and your friends will be pleased with it. I regard it as a 
perfect likeness. The Plate is under my control, so that if you 
would like to have them, I can furnish any number of impressions 
you may name. Please inform me. 

#    #    #    #    # 

21 Dr. Edward Foreman, who had been a professor in the medical school of 
Washington University in Baltimore, was placed in 1849 in charge of the meteoro- 
logical division of the naval observatory. The following year he was made general 
assistant, and at the same time was professor of chemistry in the National Medical 
College. 

22 David Alexander Bokee (1805-1860), of New York, lawyer, state legislator. 
Whig Member of Congress, 1849-1851, and naval officer of the port of New York. 
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From James W. Bryan. U. 

Kinston, 

March 15th., 1852. 

The discovery of a very extensive and rich deposit of marl, at 
Claremont, by Judge Donnell, adjoining your Stanly, or Brice's 
Creek plantation, had given quite an increased value to those 
lands, and persons are now desirous of purchasing them. I think 
the place could be sold now to an advantage, as there is much 
excitement on the subject of these discoveries. There is no doubt 
that your place contains the richest and most inexhaustible supply 
of marl. Donnell thinks, as it is directly on the Creek, that it 
will become an article of Export & sale. If you are disposed to sell, 
I think now is your time, for marling is becoming "a matter of 
rage" with us, & there is no doubt that immense deposits of it will 
be found, both on the Neuse & Trent rivers. If I can be of any 
service to you, please command me. 

From Millard Fillmore. U. 

[Washington,] 

March 18th., [1852.] 
My Dear Sir: 

Do let us settle the vacant pursership immediately. The annoy- 
ing applications have commenced, and we must end them by mak- 
ing a nomination. 

Please bring up the list and the residence of the present incum- 
bents. 

Truly yours, 

From Henry W. Miller. U. 

Raleigh, 

March 20th., 1852. 

I received your letter yesterday, on my return from Nash Court, 
and, on looking over the Register, I found that Gales had pub- 
lished as an Editorial, a Communication I sent him from Nash, 
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on discovering in the ''Union" the passage of the Resolution re- 
ported from the Committee on the Judiciary, in reference to the 
Presidential vote of this year. It appears to be conceded on all 
hands, since the vote of the Senate, that there will have to be a 
call session of the Legislature. The views of Reid & his "clique" 
will, no doubt, be very shortly be made known through the 
Standard. 

I do not think the course pursued by Rencher will have the 
least influence on the mind of a single vote in the State. His con- 
duct was well understood, & I believe was regarded with contempt 
by all fair minded men. I do not subscribe to the Republic, and 
did not see the article to which you refer, or I would have advised 
its republication in our papers. 

You no doubt have observed that Mr. Fillmore is a universal 
favorite with our people. His course has been strongly approved 
by every meeting which has been held in the State, & I do not 
believe that there can be found one Whig in each hundred, who 
does not prefer him to any other man for the Presidency. For my- 
self, I cannot contemplate his course since his elevation to the 
Presidency with any other than feelings of admiration. We shall 
regret much the defeat of his nomination in the Convention, but 
feel confident, if Gen'l Scott will place himself right, beyond all 
doubt & cavil, on the Compromise, that we can carry the State 
for him by a large Majority. I must confess, however, that his 
silence is doing him injury wherever I have been, and the attacks 
of the Locofoco presses are forestalling public opinion & creat- 
ing a prejudice against him, even amongst Whigs. Why, in the 
name of honesty & fair dealing, does he not come out? Unless he 
puts himself right on the Compromise, he will be beaten by 
thousands in our State, but sound on that, his military fame will 
give us a theme which will tell on the minds of our people. I can- 
not sustain any man who is unsound on the Compromise. 

I fear very much that we are to be split to pieces, & defeated, 
by the introduction of the Convention question into the Whig 
Convention, which is to meet on the 26th. April. There must be 
some compromise of the ultra views on both sides, to enable us 
to unite on the Candidate for Governor, and elect him. The truth 
is, since the treatment received by Manly from both eastern & 
Western Whigs, there is no man who wishes to trust the fidelity 
of our Party. They are afraid of the miserable bickerings & envies 
which exist in our ranks. It is enough to arouse the indignation of 
the most callous, to see how deliberately ambitious and designing 
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men will go to work to undo their Party, that they may the more 
effectually ruin the Country! I confess I see but little hope of 
securing harmony in the Convention. I have seen letters from the 
West. They express a fixed determination not to support our Can- 
didate unless he comes out for an open Convention. Those I have 
seen from the East, & the men I have met with from that section, 
are equally resolute the other way. 

I have resolved to take no part in the deliberations of the Con- 
vention. The Whigs of the "Central Clique," as they are contempt- 
uously designated, have been pretty effectually ostracized by both 
East and West, & any part taken by them will do harm, instead of 
good. 

I have done my duty so far, without reward, or the expectation 
of reward, but I find that to neglect one's private affairs to ad- 
vance the interests of men who are determined to rule or ruin, 
is the height of folly. When the Presidential election comes off in 
the Fall, I shall endeavour to do my duty. In that is our only hope. 
With Mr. F. or Gen'l Scott, (provided he will endorse the Com- 
promise, & cut loose from Seward) as our Candidate for the 
Presidency, & you, a sound, genuine Southern Whig from another 
State, for the Vice Presidency, we can all fight together to defeat 
any man the Democrats can bring into the field. But I hope for 
the best. 

I ask pardon for writing you such a long and trashey letter. Do 
me the kindness, if you can procure it, to send me a copy (pam- 
phlet) of Mr. Webster's historical speech at New York. 

To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Washington City, 

March 22nd, 1852. 

I am much obliged by your favor of the 15th. inst. informing 
that Marl had been discovered on the Plantation at Brice's Creek, 
and the discovery has imparted quite an increased value to real 
estate in that quarter. 

We would be glad to sell the Plantation, and to realize what 
may be considered its fair equivalent, in this new state of the 
Market. I would therefore like to know what you think it should 
bring now, and whether such price can be obtained. I offered it 
to Mr. Austin soon after the division, at $5,000, and trust, that 
with the means of improving its fertility, it would bring at least 
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that amount now. If you think offers would be made if it were 
advertised, please take that course, allowing liberal credits for 
the purchase money. Possibly the value may be enhanced, by 
awaiting the visit of the State Geologist, who I see has recently 
been at Goldsboro'. But of all this, I leave you to judge. 

#    #    #    #    # 

The aspect of the Presidential question is not much changed, 
for a few weeks past. Mr. Webster's friends are somewhat active 
in the cities at the North, but he is believed here, to have no 
chance for the nomination. Gen'l Scott's friends are sanguine, 
and have gained somewhat by confident assertions of strength, 
by which New England and the large States are impressed with the 
idea that he is most available. 

I am, however, of opinion, that if all the Southern States are 
represented in the Whig Convention, and vote for Mr. F.—as I 
presume they would feel constrained to do—he will get the nom- 
ination, and may be elected. While, if a few of them affect the 
purism of the Union party, of Ga., etc., and stay away, Scott will 
be nominated, of course, and without any declaration of prin- 
ciples. 

In that event, he will not get a single Southern State, and must 
be elected, if at all, by Northern votes. I learn that the present 
inclination of his friends is, that he shall make no exposition on 
the Compromise, or slavery. This, you perceive, would be ruinous 
to us at the South. 

The democrats have a very fierce competition, as you see, in 
the discussions of the Ho. Reps. But they will, I think, generally 
coalesce on the nominee of the Baltimore Convention. 

These discussions have somewhat aided Whig prospects. Our 
papers should mark the speech of Rentoul,23 justifying the con- 
dition in Mass, and shewing that the democrats there, were al- 
ready abolitionists. For example, that B. F. Hallett24 in 1849 pro- 
posed strong antislavery resolutions at a public meeting. He is 
Chairman of the Dem. Ex. Com'tee of the U. S. Bartlett25 of 

23 Robert Rantoul (1805-1852), of Massachusetts, a graduate of Harvard, lawyer, 
state legislator, Federal district attorney, Democratic United States Senator, 1851, 
Member of Congress, 1851-1852. 

24 Benjamin Franklin Hallett (1797-1862), of Massachusetts, Democratic lawyer 
and editor, a graduate of Brown University, editor of the Providence Journal, 
Daily Advertiser, Boston Daily Advocate   (later merged with the Post). 

25 Thomas Bartlett, Jr. (1808-1876), of Vermont, lawyer, state legislator, delegate 
to the national conventions of 1852 and 1856, Democratic Member of Congress, 
1851-1853. He was the author of the Cincinnati platform of 1856. 
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Vermont, another free soiler, elected on his opposition to the 
fugitive slave Law, is also a member of this Com'tee. These men 
and such as these, Judge Strange came here to meet, the 1st. of 
Jany. to consult and make arrangements for the interests of the 
party. You will see a part of Rentoul's speech in the Republic. 

The Supreme Court U. S. has adjourned to meet again the 1st. 
Monday of April. 

We have here just now, two fine specimens of painting: 
Healy's26 picture of Webster replying to Hayne, and Leutze's27 

of Washington crossing the Delaware to the battle of Trenton; 
they are both good, but the latter, admirable. 

To Matthew C. Perry.28 

March 23, 1852. 
Commodore M. C. Perry, 

Appointed to command the 
U. S. Squadron, 

East India and China Seas. 

Sir:- 

You have been designated, as has already been intimated to 
you, to take command without unnecessary delay, of the Squadron 
in the East India and China Seas. 

In addition to the vessels already on that station, the Squadron 
will consist of the Steam Frigate Mississippi, the first class steamer 
Princeton, and the store ship, Supply. 

You will therefore at once take command of these several ves- 
sels, and hasten their preparations for sea with all practicable dis- 
patch. Commander W. J. McCurray29 in command of the Missis- 
sippi, at New York, Lieut. Sinclair30 in command of the store 

20 George Peter Alexander Healy  (1813-1894), of Massachusetts. 
27Emanual Leutze (1816-1868), a native of Germany, who grew up in Virginia 

and Pennsylvania, but spent a large part of his life in Germany. He painted many 
historical scenes and portraits, which attracted much attention, but which are 
not noted for historical accuracy. 

28 From North Carolina Review, February 6, 1910, 6. 
20 This must be a misprint, as no such name is to be found in the Naiy Reg- 

ister, or in any of the Blue Books. 
80 Arthur Sinclair, who entered the navy in 1823 and was promoted lieutenant 

in 1835. He became a commander in 1855, and resigned in 1861. 
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ship Supply, in the same harbor, and Commander S. S. Lee,31 

who is commanded to assume command of the Princeton at Bos- 
ton by the 15th. of April, are severally directed to report to you, 
as well as to the commandants of the respective navy yards afore- 
said, for orders touching their preparations for early departure. 

The Mississippi will be your flag ship until your arrival on the 
Station, when, at your option, your flag may be transferred to 
any other vessel of the Squadron. 

To facilitate the early enlistment of suitable crews for these 
vessels, the Department adopts the suggestion contained in your 
communication of yesterday, and yourself and the officers in com- 
mand of the ships aforesaid, are authorized to nominate such men 
for cooks, stewards, servants, musicians, etc., as you may select. 
Also such native or naturalized citizens to be received as landsmen, 
in lieu of a like number of ordinary seamen, as you may think fit, 
all of whom will be enlisted at the rendezvous most convenient 
to the vessels respectively. 

I am, Sir, 
Very respectfully, 

Your obed't serv't, 

From James W. Bryan. U. 

Newbern, 

March 24th., 1852. 

We are all quiet in this part of the State, although there is a 
firm & settled determination among the Whigs to sustain Mr. 
Fillmore for President, and you as Vice President, in the National 
Convention. There can be no doubt as to the vote of No. Carolina, 
& I think, from the obvious signs of the times, the Whig vote will 
be a very large one, as there seems to be great unanimity among 
ourselves, so far as National matters are concerned. I hope, and 
expect, to be at the National Convention in June. I do not know 
what is to become of us in the adjustment of our differences of 
opinion upon State politics, etc., Candidate for Governor, etc., 
for, unless the Western Whigs will abandon many of their pro- 
posed schemes of policy, etc., we shall be defeated in the Guber- 
natorial election & loose the Legislature. This would operate, I 

81 Sydney Smith Lee (1802-1869), of Virginia, entered the navy in 1820, and now 
a commander. He was later commandant at Annapolis. He resigned in 1861, and 
entered the Confederate navy. He was an elder brother of Robert E. Lee. 
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fear, very unfavourably upon the Presidential Election, both in, 
and out of the State. I shall be unable to attend the Convention 
at Raleigh, as I will be on my Circuit—the time selected for that 
Convention was most ill advised, and certainly was made without 
reference to the convenience, etc., of the people in this part of 
the State. 

My nervous affections afflict me very much, & my physician rec- 
ommends strenuously to me, relaxation, etc., from my professional 
duties, & travel, etc., as being essentially requisite for my restora- 
tion. I should be glad to take a trip across the Atlantic if I could 
do so in a proper way, and with the becoming advantages of such 
travelling. My arrangements would, as to time, enable me to do 
so immediately after the National Convention. Is there no post, or 
nothing I could receive from the Government that would enable 
me, as the Yankees say "to pay my way" and, at the same time, 
to give me the advantages of Governmental endorsement. My re- 
lations with Mr. Webster and his friends are very good, but I do 
not wish to apply in that quarter formally, etc. 

Let me hear from you, if you please, and your frank views upon 
the subject will be thankfully received and kindly appreciated. 
I think I should be greatly improved by this trip, in health and 
spirits, and, if I am compelled to abandon my profession for a 
short time, I know of no way in which I could dispose of my 
time to greater advantage. 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

Charlotte, 

March 25th., 1852. 

Your favour of the 18th. inst. arrived last evening. I felt much 
anxiety about the Mint in this place, because the mining interest 
in North Carolina is becoming daily more important, and the 
State had recently instituted a Geological Survey, the tendency 
of which—the result probably—would be to enlarge it consider- 
ably. I am gratified that the prospect is favourable to its con- 
tinuance as at present organized, as it is probably the best in all 
respects for the interests involved. 

In regard to political matters I concur fully in all your views; 
and as I regard the best interests of the Nation, and of our State 
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especially as involved in the nomination of Mr. Fillmore, I shall 
exert myself to secure that object. The position of Georgia, Ala- 
bama, & Mississippi is of great moment, and I know of no means 
by which they can be induced to participate actively in the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention. The letter of Mr. Stephens in favour 
of a disastrous neutrality must have great influence on the con- 
duct of the Whigs of that State—and in fact, to run counter to it 
would probably endanger their entire organization. There must, 
however, be a large number of influential persons in that State 
whose party affinities and predelections are so strong as to lead 
them to regard with disfavor the attempt to exclude them for their 
just influence and participation in the arrangements of their party 
friends. This matter must be corrected at Washington City, and 
as some of the leading politicians of Georgia, I have reason to 
fear, were offended at the organization of Mr. Fillmore's cabinet, 
it will be difficult to rectify. As to South Carolina, the few Whigs 
which we have in that State have been much affected by the Seces- 
sion movement. I was surprised to find that the entire body of 
them in the neighbourhood of Columbia, with one or two excep- 
tions, were deeply tainted with the worst form of the heresy, and 
I suppose that little can be done in that quarter. 

There are, however, 800 Whigs in Charleston, who have kept 
the faith—unspotted by any contamination—and I have no doubt 
they will send delegates to the National Convention. They com- 
plain, however, that the administration has wholly neglected them 
and suffered the patronage of the City, which is considerable, to 
remain in the hands of the old incumbents, all of whom are its 
enemies, and many of them, in fact, enemies of the Country. 
Some attention to this subject would be important at this junc- 
ture, and would, at any event, secure a representation from the 
Charleston Whigs in the National Convention. 

I would not advise a change in the collectorship of the port, 
or, probably, in the post office, but there is a new custom house 
to be built, and Col. Gadsden32 holds the office of Commissioner 
for that purpose. Now, any respectable business man can discharge 
its duties, and I know that an application has been on file in the 
Treasury Department for some time for a Charleston Whig who 

82 Probably James Gadsden (1788-1858), of South Carolina, a graduate of Yale, 
who served in the War of 1812 and the Seminole War of 1818, and rose to the 
rank of colonel. After retirement from the army he was a planter in Florida, a 
member of the territorial council, and commissioner to treat with the Seminoles, 
and direct their removal to south Florida. He then became a planter in South 
Carolina and president of the South Carolina Railroad. He was appointed minister 
to Mexico in 1853, and negotiated the treaty that bears his name. 
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is an efficient and popular business man, and who informs me 
that he had the promise of the appointment but so far has been 
disappointed. Some favours worthily bestowed in this way, would 
be useful. It is in vain for the administration to expect the vote 
of South Carolina in the Presidential election. If any such things 
should occur as possible in their calculations, it should be given 
over as utterly fallacious. The influence of the Whigs may be 
secured, by timely attention to them, in the National Convention 
—and this is all that should be calculated on. Allow me to add, 
that it will not do, in the bestowment of patronage in South 
Carolina, to take the advice of Pettigrew,33 Thompson34 & others. 
The former gentleman is very eminent in his profession, is con- 
nected by associations with the old aristocracy of Charleston—the 
decayed members of which have been provided for by former ad- 
ministrations—and for personal reasons only, would oppose all 
official changes. But the Whig party of the State have very little 
sympathy with this class of persons, and many of them complain 
that their fidelity under very adverse circumstances has been en- 
tirely disregarded under their influence. North Carolina will do 
her duty to Mr. Fillmore, and I doubt not will Give him her vote 
in the Convention, and, if nominated, her vote in the contest! 
We are in great difficulties as to the candidate for Governor. The 
Convention question is likely to give us much embarrassment, 
without the smallest benefit. The democrats of the West, organiz- 
ing as firmly as ever on party grounds, while we are disputing on 
a local matter. 

From William Johnston. U. 

Charlotte, 

March 25th, 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

I returned from Memphis about a fortnight since. My property 
there will not justify improving yet, nor did I think it advisable 
to sell—as the town has now settled, and a general prosperity im- 
parted to it by the union of the two corporations. 

The Cotton crop of last year is estimated at about 2,800,000 
bales. Relatively the price of Cotton now at 7 cents is not better 

83 James L. Pettigrew. 
°*Waddy Thompson. 
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for the planter than it was four years since at 5y2. Land and 
negroes which are the principal elements in its production are 
generally 50 per cent higher than 4 years ago. I do not think that 
I ever saw in the South more stringency in money matters, while 
property remained so firm with general confidence in business. 

We have called a meeting at this place on Saturday week to 
express our preference for Mr. Fillmore as the Whig candidate 
for President. He is decidedly preferred to Gen. Scott, but we 
fear that he will not have the General's strength in the free States, 
particularly N. York and Pensylvania. 

*4fc> JL Jfe 4fe 
•7P *?P *K* TP 

To Matthew C. Perry. U. 

Navy Department, 

March 29th., 1852. 

Your communication of the 23rd. inst., in relation to charts, 
maps & books, which refer to Japan and its dependencies, and the 
neighboring countries, was referred to the Chief of the Bureau of 
Ordnance & Hydrogy, who reports that "directions have been 
given to furnish all the charts and other information in our pos- 
session, relative to the navigation of the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans." 

If Commodore Perry can procure additional information from 
other quarters which will be useful on his projected service, its 
purchase would seem to be advisable, if the price be not unreason- 
able. 

From Edmund C. Bittinger. U. 

U. S. Steamship Susquehanna, 

Hong Kong, China, 

March 29th., 1852. 
My Esteemed Friend: 

I trust these lines will find you & yours in health & happiness. 
Since I last had the honor of writing you, I've visited the island on 
wh. the city where the English have a settlement is situated, & 
have been no little interested with the natural appearance of the 
country, & the Chinese gardens & towns wh. are interspersed along 
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the sea, & must number in each some fifteen or twenty thousand 
of inhabitants. Hong Kong is about eight miles in diameter, & 
contains some thirty thousand inhabitants in the town, wh. is 
called by its name, & means fragrant waters. The country is ex- 
ceedingly mountainous, & the English have been compelled to 
build their public buildings for their soldiers & officers on the 
margin of the sea, or far in the rocky mountain, on whose side 
stands the city. The streets of the Chinese city are more like 
lanes than streets, and those of the English portion of the city are 
broad, and resemble your own streets, & the houses are as com- 
modious as you could expect in a city wh. the English have only 
held during a few years, for the treaty between them & the Chinese 
is only some ten years old. We dined with the Gov. some time 
since, & of course everything was just so, & I will not weary you 
with any description, but will simply say that here it was that the 
Commodore heard of his relief, wh. more than surprised him, for 
he was altogether unprepared for the intelligence, & I felt for 
him, & for his two sons, who also were at the dinner. He has, 
however, rallied from the effects of his recall, & seems indifferent 
about it, tho' no doubt it has greatly mortified him. 

We also dined at the Major General's, &, by the by, he was 
present at Lundy Lane, and remembers General Scott well. He 
is one of the most pleasant and communicating gentlemen I've 
ever known, & makes you feel as easy in his house as if it were 
your own. Indeed, you could scarcely distinguish for your life, 
who was the host. On his right was the Gov., & on his left the 
Commodore. He has a very beautiful residence, situated on the 
hilltop, & commands the country & the sea for miles. The 59th. 
regiment have given us a dinner since the arrival of the ship, & 
many of the officers of the ship next, and so have several other 
persons, but I will not now name them. 

I made the tour of the island a few weeks since, in company 
with one of the Baptist missionaries, (Dr. Dean), & Mrs. Johnson, 
the wife of the other missionary. We had three chairs suspended 
from bamboo poles, & each chair had four men, & every few miles 
the men relieved each other. We visited one of the native towns 
on the other side of the island, where the English formerly had 
their fortifications, but have moved them to Hong Kong, heard 
the Dr. deliver a discourse to the natives, & he circulated tracts 
amongst them, wh. they eagerly received, he tiffined a few miles 
from the village on our way home. On our way to & fro we passed 
thro' highly cultivated vegetable gardens, & over the hill country, 
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& in this way had a very good opportunity of seeing it & the 
people. The roads wh. lead along the sides of these mountains 
are very good, as they always are when the English once get a 
footing, 8c the streams wh. flow down these mountains, water the 
rice-fields, wh. are here & there along the plains, wh. are very 
near the sea. We passed thro' their Cemeteries, 8c in sight of the 
Catholic 8c Protestant burying grounds, wh. are about two miles 
from the town, 8c at this latter one, Gutzlaff sleeps his last sleep. 

The Chinese seem to be very much satisfied with their primitive 
mode of life, 8c appear happy. They reside in small, one story 
cabins, wh. are not dissimilar to the Indian's wigwam, & about 
as comfortable, though not half so pleasantly situated. They are 
seldom, if ever, shaded from the burning sun, 8c you can scarcely 
believe that their inmates can be happy in them, for their desti- 
tution is most appalling. No Comfort—no comfort, seems to be 
inscribed all over them, 8c yet they are, no doubt, homes to them. 

The river & the sea for miles along the shore are filled with 
boats, so that oftentimes you find that the greater portion of the 
population is afloat, & live entirely on the water, 8c never visit the 
shore, 8c it is well that our brethren have this floating population. 

It is distressing to see the poor women rowing 8c sculling their 
boats, as men do in all parts of our own country, & oftentimes 
have I seen Mothers with their babes bound to their backs, & row- 
ing 8c sculling their boats, in wh. their husbands 8c sons are sitting, 
smoking their opium, the little children are brought up to this 
kind of life, for I've seen little boys 8c girls pulling with all their 
little strength at an oar, 8c they seemed pleased that they could do 
even that much. How they all live, is to me a great mystery, but 
live they do, & live well, for I've never seen rice cooked as it is in 
China, 8c more than once have envied them their chop-sticks, 8c 
their snow-white rice. It is exceedingly more pleasant to remain 
on shipboard than on shore, 8c were it not for the name of the 
thing, you would care very little about it. The Chinese have but 
one principle by wh. they are governed, 8c that is by no means 
confined to them as a nation, & that is the principle of interest. 
They love money to idolatry, 8c will make any sacrifice for its 
possession, 8c you would be amused if you could only see the 
marks wh. they put on every dollar wh. passes thro' their hands, 
8c you find pieces of dollars from a sixpence up to a dollar, & that 
is their medium of circulation. They weigh their dollars, & in 
this way make your change. They are great counterfeiters, 8c are 
the greatest imitators in the world, 8c this is a natural trait in the 
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Chinese character. Any Mercantile house, bank, & Post Office 
throughout China, has a Compradore, & he is responsible for any 
spurious piece of silver wh. he receives. I've seen more cut-up 
dollars since my arrival in China, than I've seen whole dollars 
in all my life, & have had some of the counterfeit ones passed 
on me, & they chisel out the inside of the dollar, & fill it up so that 
externally it is silver, but internally worthless. 

I must now say a word about the harbour of Hong Kong, in 
wh. we have been anchored for the last few weeks, it has the ap- 
pearance of being land-locked, tho' it is not, for ships enter %: 
depart thro' both passages. We are now anchored about one mile 
from the shore, & the rest of the ships belonging to the Squadron 
can be easily reached from the flag ship in a few minutes. On the 
25th. of Feb. the Marion returned home, & right glad were the 
officers to set their faces homeward, which they will reach about 
the middle of July. The harbor is commodious, Sc any number of 
vessels can ride with perfect safety in it, & now there are a number 
of steamers Sc about thirty whalers, & men-of-war from different na- 
tions. The Mail steamer always announces her approach by giving 
a fire, wh. is returned from the fort. 

On the 28th. of February we weighed anchor, between 6 & 7 
O'c, and proceeded to Whampoa, which is some eighty miles from 
Hong Kong, Sc about ten from Canton. The ship was taken out 
of the harbour and up to W. by a pilot who is well acquainted 
with these waters, & a number of ladies accompanied us this far 
on their way to C, & nothing occurred during the passage worth 
recording. Got permission from the Commodore to visit Canton, 
& remained there some ten days, & preached three times during 
my visit, & administered Communion to representatives from 
England, & America, & China. I remained with Mr. Forbes,35 (the 
American Consul), & with my fr. the Rev. Mr. French, who was 
my Sabbath School scholar in the U. S. We graduated at the same 
College, & pursued our studies at the same Seminary, & little did 
we think when we parted that we should next meet in China. Mr. 
Forbes is a large tea-dealer, & no doubt makes his thousands on 
one sale, his establishment is one of the largest in China. The 
English & American residents occupy the "Factories," as they are 
called, wh. are large stone buildings about four stories high, & 
furnish for their countrymen & their families ample accommoda- 
tions. Some of them are elegantly furnished, & reminded me more 

85 Robert Bennett Forbes (1804-1889), of Massachusetts, merchant, sea captain, 
shipowner, and writer. Engaged in the China trade, he profited largely from the 
Opium War. He was, for a time, American and French vice-counsul in Hong Kong. 
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of palaces than residences, for merchants and their families. At 
first sight they are forbidding, but when you judge of them by 
what you see when you enter them, they are very attractive, for 
they evidence nothing but taste, splendor, wealth, elegance. These 
factories form two sides of a square wh. fronts Canton river, & 
wh. is the only green spot wh. they possess in the Celestial Em- 
pire. This garden is adorned with every variety of flower, & here 
the ladies resort every afternoon, for enjoyment of the fresh air, 
& the exercise of walking along its sundry pathways. In the center 
of this section is the English Church, in which Dr. Parker offi- 
ciates, & I heard him read one of Dr. Sprague's sermons, for he has 
no time to prepare sermons for the pulpit. He not only preaches, 
but practices. 

The Missionaries are principally connected with the Presby- 
terian Church, & as yet they have met with but little apparent suc- 
cess. It is true they have only to smite the rock, wh. has only 
emitted sparks & fire, for God alone strikes it so as to put feeling 
in it, & make these millions of hearts feel for themselves. They 
need the Church's prayers, for they are few, & faint, Sc weak. 

I've so much to write about my visit to Canton that I scarcely 
know how & where to begin, for I saw so many strange things wh. 
can more easily be seen than described so as to interest one who 
has not yet been favored with the sight. Let me then say, that 
when you have seen one Chinese town you have seen all, so far 
as everything pertaining to the customs & the habits & the homes 
of the Chinese is concerned, for they resemble the birds of the 
forest in this particular, & no doubt will resemble them to the 
end of time. But for one to visit China and not go up to Canton 
would, in the estimation of foreigners, be guilty of an unpardon- 
able sin, &, on this account, I had to go up to this Celestial City, 
in order to see all that foreign eyes were allowed to behold, & 
wh. I did, for I was on the go all the time, & never have I been 
so travel-weary before. The public garden belonging to the Eng- 
lish & American Merchants, on wh. the Stars and Stripes & the 
banner of the Cross of St. George wave peacefully & triumphantly, 
& long may they thus wave, the representatives of the two greatest 
Nations on the face of the globe. This garden is about half as 
large as the square in front of the White House, & is beautifully 
& tastefully adorned with every tropical tree & flower. All the 
English & American residences front this square, & this is the 
extent of their unappropriated possessions, & at one side, the 
river washes its banks. The climate of Canton is very like that of 
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Havanna. Canton must contain within the walls of the City, its 
suburbs, which are built outside of the wall, & on the river, wh. 
is entirely a boat population, between one million & a half, & 
two million inhabitants. The boat population alone, on Canton 
river, is estimated between two & three hundred thousand in- 
habitants, & such boats & such junks as you see there, swarming 
with a crowded population, beggars all description, and well 
might the Chinese say, when they visited the Steamer, "The 
Chinese have the people, if the Americans have the ships." Their 
fortifications, their war-junks, their walled city, could not make 
any resistance against an English or an American fleet, for they 
would be compelled to surrender after a very few fires. Judging 
from the appearance of their guns, you would conclude that they 
were made for anything else but for the purpose of self-defence, 
or preservation. The Junks are large, unwieldy boats, of one 
hundred to five or six hundred tons, & can go before the wind, 
but could never make the least headway against it. They always 
avail themselves of the Monsoon, or head-winds, & when they 
blow down or up the coast, then they carry their freight up or 
down, & remain where they go until the Monsoon changes, & in 
this way they return, 8c it is quite interesting to see them going 
before the wind, for they are georgeously painted, with every 
variety of color, & have two large eyes, for the Chinese say, if 
their "boats have no Eyes, how can they See," & these you see on 
their very small boats, in which a family of four or five live, and 
call them home. Some of these are junks of war, & are designed 
to defend themselves and their cargoes against the attacks of 
pirates, who frequent these seas. Others of them are handsomely 
decorated & furnished as pleasure boats, & they have music on 
board wh. is about half as musical as the braying of a Jack, or the 
squealing of a pig under a garden gate. This kind of tin-pan & 
keg-head music constitutes, in a great degree, their religious wor- 
ship, & is distressingly annoying to a visitor, so that you are unable 
to hear your friend's voice. In all these boats they have little boat- 
temples, wh: remind you of children's play houses, & in them they 
burn incense,—in the form of red paper Sc scented wood,—to their 
Gods, in order that they may have good luck. You hear more 
cracker firing in Canton in one day, than you would hear in the 
U. States in a year, & this also is a part of their religious worship. 

No foreigner has ever been permitted to enter the gates of the 
walled City, (even Dr. Parker has been excluded), for they have 
a superstition amongst them, that if foreigners were permitted to 
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enter, they would soon take possession of it, & therefore, no one 
is ever permitted to enter it. Indeed, there is no reason why any 
person should desire to enter the gates, for you can see just as 
much of Canton outside, as inside of the City-walls, Sc you can 
procure from the Shops within what you may wish, for they will 
be very willing to bring you whatever they have to sell. The City- 
streets are very narrow, about six feet in breadth, & are paved 
with flag stones, & the houses are one story high, & you can here 
purchase every thing that is made by the Chinese. They are the 
most industrious people I've ever seen, for they are all the time 
doing something, either working, or sleeping, or eating, or drink- 
ing, or smoking. They live & sleep & do business in the same 
room, & nearly every store has an Altar about the size of a fire 
place inside of the hall, & on it they have their Gods, 2c before 
them they burn their incense day & night. The two principal 
streets are Old & New China streets, wh. are parallel to each 
other, & are filled with shops containing everything calculated to 
tempt you to open your purse, & buy, & buy you must. These 
streets are the Broadway & the Chestnut Street of Canton. 

I've collected numerous Chinese curiosities, during my visit, 
& when an opportunity offers, I will forward you a specimen wh. 
you find in all the parlours of the residences of Canton, & wh. 
display considerable skill. As soon as you enter these shops, the 
door is closed, & thus the one hundred Chinese are excluded, for 
they would surround you & annoy you. 

Lest I should forget it, let me say that I attempted to pass the 
gates, & succeeded in getting in about one hundred yards, but they 
soon headed me off & prevented me from proceeding, & so I re- 
turned, & never did I see such pride & pleasure & triumph depict- 
ed in men's countenances before, & should I ever visit Canton 
again, I shall give them the same pleasure again. The American 
Consul informed me of a correspondence wh. passed between one 
of the chief rulers, & one of the Missionaries, who insisted on 
entering the City on the ground of the treaty stipulation, as much 
as for the purpose of social intercourse, the Chinese ruler re- 
plied that the idea was truly beautiful, (social intercourse), but 
there was no one desirous of having such intercourse with him 
inside of the walls, & that he should not consider it in the least 
as discourteous, for persons carrying bundles on their heads were 
permitted to enter, for the purpose of trade. 

Dr. Ball & the Rev. Mr. French accompanied me round the 
walls of the City, wh. is about eight miles in circuit, Sc wh. interest- 
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ed me exceedingly, for on one side of the wall you have a finer 
view of the vegetable gardens & the surrounding country, wh. is 
exceedingly beautiful & picturesque. It reminds one exceedingly 
of the hill-country in the Northern States. 

We passed thro' the Execution grounds, & I saw in a crib close 
by, several hundred heads, & the ground was saturated with their 
blood, for executions take place not unfrequently twice a week. 
The City is exceedingly filthy, & you would have to turn a river 
thro' it, in order to give it a thorough cleansing. The City proper 
forms an oblong square, & the wall wh. surrounds it is between 
forty & fifty feet in breadth, & about forty feet in height, & di- 
minishes in thickness towards its towers, wh. are on pillars, & 
contain the sentinels; as we passed along these walls, the Chinese 
assailed us with opprobrious epithets, & in a very little time the 
walls for miles were crowded with impudent fellows, who called 
us "foreign devils," & I feared all the time lest they should pelt 
us with stones, but they did not. The public fountains reminded 
me of those fountains where Isaac's servant found Rebecca, and 
also of those wh. Christ visited when he spoke to the woman of 
Samaria about her soul, for they also were engaged in drawing 
water, & bringing it for their cattle & gardens, & amongst these 
drawers of water, we circulated leaves from the tree of life, whose 
divine qualities are for the healing of the nations. These gardens 
are watered constantly, 8c are under the very highest state of cul- 
tivation, 8c furnish vegetables of every kind and variety for the 
inhabitants, in 8c out of the City. Then visited their cemetaries, 
& these Cities of the dead look as populous as the City of the liv- 
ing, for the hillsides for miles are thronged with tombs, 8c have 
a singular appearance, for only the rich 8c the higher Classes bury 
as we do. The middle 8c lower classes bury their dead as paupers 
are buried with us in potter's field, with nothing but a headstone, 
& those who are able, mold them in the shape of a horseshoe, & 
about one foot high is the stone wall, & in the centre of the wall 
stands a stone wh. covers the mouth of the Vault, & on this stone, 
in Chinese characters, is the sleeper's name. The descendants of 
many of these are found burning incense for them, children are 
taught to venerate the graves of their fathers with a reverence 
bordering on idolatry. Here & there we found a grave wh. attracted 
our attention, on account of being built of a durable material, & 
wh. bespoke more wealth, & as belonging to a Mandarin, or one 
of the higher class. Visited also the fort, wh. the English took, & 
wh. commands the entire City, 8c you could easily batter it's walls, 
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Sc burn down it's mud houses Sc thatched Sc tiled roofs. 
The Mohamedans have here a Mosque, Sc a cemetary surrounds 

it. The Chinese live principally on rice Sc fish Sc vegetables, such 
as onions & garlic, with wh. they flavor their food. Curry is gen- 
erally used amongst them, & never could I eat rice until I visited 
the East. A Chinese can live on $25. a year, Sc I've seen Schools 
where they have boarded, lodged, Sc educated for that amount, Sc 
this expense during the eight years wh. they are there, is borne 
by the Chinese at home. I've visited these Schools at the different 
Mission Stations, & have been surprised at their advancement in 
all the English branches. I gave one of the boys a bill on London, 
in pounds, shillings, Sc pence, Sc requested him to put it in dollars, 
Sc the interest, etc., at 6 per. ct., for so many years, months, Sc days, 
Sc some ten or twelve native boys gave it to me without the least 
difficulty. I've visited, also, the large tea-establishments at Canton, 
Sc am now somewhat acquainted with the different kinds of tea. 
Each one of these establishments has a tea-taster, who detects the 
Virgin tea from the Spurious tea, here also, are the "Ling-teas," 
wh: are manufactured by the Chinese for England Sc America, it 
is very like the green tea. You can buy tea for 10 cts. to $1. per 
lb., and some is as high as $5., but it is what the Chinese call the 
first blossom, Sc gives the tea a more delicious flavour. 

Have been at Macay, where it was my painful duty to bury 
Lt. Gantt,36 of the Marion, his widow lives in Georgetown. But I 
can't write any more, Sc will simply say that the Steamer has just 
arrived from Point de Galle, Sc has failed to bring the English 
mail, tho' she waited ten days for it. 

The Plymouth is at Singapore,—all well on board. We will most 
likely remain here until our new Commodore arrives, Sc he is 
expected on the next mail. You will find a number of little 
Chinese pictures, wh. I send to your children. 

With sentiments of great respect, 
I remain, 

Your fr. Sc Servant, 

P. S. I've just finished reading Dr. Williams,37 (who is a Bap- 
tist) , on the Lord's Prayer, Sc it is the best work of the kind I have 
ever read. 

P. S. Have just learned that the Plymouth went ashore on the 
island of Sumatra, but they got her off with but little difficulty. 

46 Benjamin S. Gannt, who had entered the navy in 1834. 
87 The Reverend William Williams. 
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She was forty days from Batavia to Singapore, & when she will 
reach Hong Kong Professor Maury could hardly tell. On the 10th. 
of March, he received papers from New York of Jan. 5th., Via 
San-Francisco. Clippers have reached here from San-Francisco in 
37 days. Clippers from New York have come to this port in the 
space of 90 days, & the "Horatio" came in 100 days. The Mail 
Steamer on the other side of Point de Galle is said to be a very in- 
different one, & I would not be surprised at all to hear that she 
foundered at sea. 

The Chinese are going over to San-Francisco by hundreds, & 
when in Canton I suggested to one of the Missionaries whether 
he could not accomplish more good by accompanying them, than 
by remaining in China. The Clipper-Ship "Challenge" has left 
with six hundred of them, & no doubt they will make it their 
permanent home, if they succeed in their enterprize. You will 
find enclosed a calendar, wh. will give you all the information of 
the arrival & departure of the Steamers. 

From Charles W. Johnston. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

March 29th., 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

I perceive that the present may be justly termed the Presiden- 
tial Session, and can't but think Mr. Fillmore and Graham will 
be the nominees. Mr. Crittenden, united with Gen'l Scott, would 
make the Election Hazardous, and as far as I have understood, 
the Democratic party are at Washington, as well as in the Coun- 
try, encouraging the Whig favoritism to weaken the phalanx by 
sectional preferences. I hear good news from Ark., Ten., Missis- 
sippi, and A la., in regard to yourself, and that there is more zeal, 
as observed by Mr. Patterson there, than amongst us. 

To Matthexv C. Perry. A. 

Navy Department, 

March 31st., 1852. 

The Department approves your views expressed in your com- 
munication of the 27th. inst., in relation to providing yourself 
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with specimens of some of the manufacturing and mechanical pro- 
ductions of our country, with curious arms, with statistical and 
other documents, and whatever else that may be obtained illus- 
trative of our advancement in the useful arts, to be distributed 
to the functionaries of Japan and its dependencies, and authorizes 
the collection and distribution referred to, but to involve no ex- 
penditure of public money. 

From Millard Fillmore. U. 

Washington City, 

April 1st., 

1852. 

Will you permit me an interview, before you finally enter into 
your contract for coal in the Pacific. 

I am, your obed't serv't 

From John D. Hyman. U. 

Tarboro', 

April 1st., 1852. 

You will pardon me for obtruding myself upon your attention. 
But the little favor I desire to ask of you, while putting you to 
little trouble, will, if granted, be of great importance to me. 

Since I was eighteen years old, I have been an active and stir- 
ring Whig, and frequently, too, under the most untoward circum- 
stances. I have stood here in Tarboro' single handed, and fought 
with all my ability for you and other good Whigs, while running 
for office in this State. All this was due from me, as a Whig, de- 
siring, as I always have, the success of good, reliable, and con- 
sistent Whigs when before the people for office. But I think I have 
a claim upon our party for some little consideration growing out 
of my position in relation to the Whigs of Wisconsin. I went there 
about three years ago, and, until I left a short time ago, in my 
private individual capacity, and in the capacity of Editor for near- 
ly a year and a half, I defended the Administration to the utmost 
of my ability, both from the assaults of our old enemy, as well 
as from the secret stabs of the traitors prowling in our own camp. 
By pursuing my profession, it would have been in my power to 
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have made money whilst in Wisconsin. But I lost about two thou- 
sand dollars in the capacity of publisher. As you are aware, I dis- 
pose of my establishment, left for my native State, by way of 
Washington. I waited upon the President, but received no en- 
couragement from him. Indeed, I could not reconcile it to my- 
self to flourish my own trumpets in his presence. I left Washing- 
ton, and came here. A few days ago, while on a fishing excursion, 
I had the misfortune to lose from my pocket every cent of money 
I had in the world—a little less than a thousand dollars. I am 
left destitute—penniless. I know not what to do. I have friends, to 
be sure, who would assist me if I were to ask assistance from them, 
but I hate to do it. I am now unable to go to Oregon, as I pur- 
posed doing when I saw you. 

I have come to the conclusion to ask as a favor of you, knowing 
that you have great influence with the President, to lay my case 
before him, and to ask that I may be appointed to some office 
within his gift, in order [to] relieve me from my present great 
embarrassment. I care not what the office may be, so it will make 
me a livelihood, whilst in the discharge of its functions. If I shall 
be so highly favored as to receive the consideration I seek, and 
which nothing but my recent misfortune could have induced me 
to solicit in the manner I have, I shall try to deserve it by strict 
attention to duty, and, dear Sir, shall ever feel under deep obliga- 
tions to you for your kind offices in my behalf. I should dedicate 
my life in the future to manifest the deep gratitude I should feel 
to you. 

Sincerely asking your pardon for the trouble I have given you 
to read this. 

From John H. Bryan. A. 

Raleigh, 

April 5th, 1852. 

I rec'd your acceptable letter at Oxford. Your reasons why you 
could not urge Major Martin's application38 are very natural and 
cannot be objected to. 

There seems to be, I think, a growing disposition in favor of 
Kerr as the Whig nominee—If he could make the sacrifice which 

88 James Green Martin, then a major by brevet in the army, and later a Con- 
federate brigadier general. The letters concerning his application have not been 
found. 
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I fear he could not or ought not, he would canvass vigorously and 
with a very fair prospect of success. 

Our Western Whig brethren seem to begin with an ultimatum 
and I fear there is a strong probability of discord as to State 
matters, though I do not think there is much prospect of disagree- 
ment as to the Presidential nomination. 

A great and very prevailing argument in favor of Mr. Fillmore 
is, that he has passed through the ordeal; he has been weighed and 
found to be of sterling metal. 

Gen'l Scott's merits have been very little discussed and we have 
as yet forborne to say much about him. Mr. Webster has some 
strong friends in the lower part of the State, especially about New 
Bern. 

Whatever plan is resolved upon, for the action of the Conven- 
tion, ought to come, or seem to come from some quarter other 
than the Centre; there is an insane jealousy of the Centre, which 
would injuriously affect any measure emanating from that source. 
It is exceedingly important I think, that there should be some com- 
promise plan if possible; we have too many smart men in our 
ranks who mistake rashness for courage and have a prurient desire 
for notoriety. 

The New Bern people are much excited upon the subject of 
the terminus of the Rail road; they insist that it should terminate 
at the river and then diverge so as to connect with the Wilm'n 
road. I learn that they have employed Haywood to enjoin, or file 
a quo warranto or do something else. It is said that they have been 
advised to refuse to pay their subscriptions, but certainly no 
lawyer could give such advice. 

You do not miss much now by absence from the Courts; there 
is very little Civil business done, the dockets are crowded with 
petty State cases, which some of the Judges prefer to try. We did 
little or no Civil business at Orange,—none at Johnston or Wayne, 
—our younger brethren make long speeches to the people in com- 
mon assault and battery cases and thus the laity are humbugged. 

Wr *9r V TT TT 

Gilliam has been to Fayetteville and on his return he said that 
your old friend Judge P. was in very good health and was engaged 
in breaking a young colt—by way of relaxation I suppose, from 
judicial labors; perhaps Mr. Badger would like to hear the news. 
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To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Washington City, 

April 5th, 1852. 

I have received your favor of the 24th. ult., and have considered 
your project of a trip to Europe in June. 

I am not able to foresee any necessity for a Government agent 
to cross the water at that time, all such matters being under the 
control of the Secretary of State. And thus far, I think, they have 
been selected from among his immediate friends. If that has been 
the case heretofore, much more may it be expected hereafter. For 
a gentleman of your age and position, such an application should 
not be made, without a certainty of success. We cannot however, 
anticipate two months ahead, either here, or in Europe. There 
is every reason to believe, that peace will not be secured there, so 
long as there is a Buonaparte at the Head of the Gov't of France, 
whether as Pres't or Emperor. 

You can obtain, I presume, a Carriers Passport, which will give 
you the character of a Gov't agent, but no pay. 

Further inquiries can, however, be made when you come on, 
in passing to the Convention. 

I am but little in the currents of news, as regards Presidential 
matters. If the Southern States all send delegates to the Conven- 
tion, I have no doubt Mr. Fillmore will be nominated. If, how- 
ever, they stand aloof, as advised, in Ga. Ala. & Miss, Gen'l Scott 
will get the nomination, with ease. His friends are considerably 
elated by the result of the Convention in Penna. The democrats, 
with all their bickerings, will harmonize, and sink the com- 
promise, and all the interests of slavery, for success, the Southern 
fire-eaters shewing less spirit than any other party. 

I hope our State will not fail to nominate Mr. Fillmore, with 
unanimity. 

As to the Vice P. I feel but little interest in that, though I am 
recently informed that I am much spoken of, of late, in connexion 
with it. I regard the nomination for the Presidency, as due to Mr. 
Fillmore, and I apprehend that this preference will exclude me 
from connexion with any other candidate, while it will not be 
expedient to put up with him, a member of his administration. 
Our nominee will somewhat depend on the candidate on the 
other side. If that be Cass, as now seems probable, Mr. Fillmore 
can take New York from him, and probably Penna. also. 
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I have thought much of the difficulties in N. C. growing out 
of domestic matters. Could there not be a limited Convention, 
like the last, restricted against changing the basis of representa- 
tion in the Senate, and such other matters as may be agreed on. 

I think Kerr the preferable Candidate for Gov'r both as regards 
success, and because so many movements have now been made 
in his favor, that it will be difficult to concentrate on another. 

Williams,39 of Ten. has made a strong Fillmore speech in the 
House, which will be published in a few days. He will probably 
be replied to, by some friend of Gen'l Scott, and I fear, the dis- 
cussion will do harm. The Locos are healing up their divisions, 
at least ostensibly. All our County Candidates should have copies 
of the late speech of Rentoul, shewing that he has always been 
an abolitionist, and that B. F. Hallett, the Chairman of the Dem- 
ocratic Executive Committee, as late as 1849, proposed resolutions 
in favor of the Wilmot proviso, and condemning slavery in a pub- 
lic meeting, etc. 

We are all pretty well, at present, Mrs. Washington and Laura 
will leave for N. C. next week. 

I believe there is nothing new, beyond what you see in the 
papers. The Supreme Court of the U. S. meets again today, after 
a recess of a month. 

From Arthur F. Hopkins*0 U. 

Mobile, 

April 6th., 1852. 
Private. 

Upon my return home, a few days ago, from New Orleans, I 
read your interesting letter of the 16th. ult., and have considered 
your suggestions with the high respect due to you as a Whig, a 
patriot, and a Statesman. The result is, that I adhere to the views 

39 Christopher Williams, who not only made a strong demand for Fillmore's 
nomination, but declared emphatically that he would not support Scott if 
nominated. 

^Arthur Francis Hopkins (1794-1865), of Alabama, a native of Virginia, a 
college mate of Graham, who, after studying law, settled in Huntsville. A Whig of 
Federalist tendencies, he did not fit well into the political thinking of his com- 
munity, but his unusual abilities were recognized and at times employed. He sat 
in the Constitutional Convention of 1819, was a member of the state Senate, was 
elected to the Supreme Court and made chief justice, but very shortly resigned. 
He was commissioner from Alabama to Virginia in 1861. He had a tremendous 
practice and became very wealthy, but abandoned the law to become president of 
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. 
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that I presented in my letter to the President, to which you re- 
ferred in your own. The political storm which the Compromise 
produced was heard, but scarcely felt in your State. Its fury was 
spent in Georgia, Mississippi, & Alabama. I believe if the Whig 
leaders in these three States had been as generally dissatisfied with 
the Compromise, & the Union, & in favor of secession & the ex- 
ercise of the pretended right, as the Chiefs of the democratic 
party were, a Southern Confederacy would have been formed, if 
not permanently established. The disunion in South-Carolina & 
in this State followed the example set by the Jacobins of the 
French Revolution. They formed Southern rights associations, 
wherever a small number of malcontents could be collected. They 
corresponded with each other, and resolutions adopted by one were 
generally echoed from Society to Society 'till all had given the 
same response. They held conventions consisting of delegates ap- 
pointed by the Clubs. They were intended to organize and in- 
crease prejudice, hostility, and opposition to the Compromise, & 
to the Union, 'till the influences from these sources should enable 
the Clubs to govern the State, & destroy her connexion with the 
Union. They first resolved that it was the duty of the State to 
secede as soon as she could prepare for the event, & sooner, if 
South-Carolina should secede sooner. Finding that a majority of 
the people would not adopt this platform, a convention of the 
Clubs proclaimed the existance of a "higher law," which they con- 
fidently believed the State would acknowledge & obey—the law 
of Sympathy— & resolved that all the Slave-holding States ought 
to secede if South-Carolina should secede, & that she would do so 
the Secessionists had no doubt. They charged, in advance, all the 
citizens of the Slave-holding States, who might turn out to be 
supporters of the Compromise, with being submissionists, & trai- 
tors to the South; hoping thus to make it necessary for every man 
to prove his patriotism by denouncing the Compromise as they 
did, & uniting with them in their opposition to it. They hoped 
that, by the constant repetition of these charges, they, who ought 
to be accused, would be the only accusers, & the friends of the 
Union the only subjects of accusation. Many democratic leaders 
& Editors, not knowing on which side the majority would be at 
the termination of the struggle, acted with the view of procuring 
favor from both parties. They professed to desire the acquiescence 
of the people in the Compromise, while they denounced it as un- 
just, & unconstitutional, they acknowledged the right of secession, 
but faintly said the right ought not to be exercised then. These 
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all acted with the Secessionists, some of whom were elected to the 
Legislature by such aid. These, and all secessionists, insisted pub- 
licly on the observance of the recommendation of the Nashville 
convention that the whole people of the South should refuse to 
be represented in a National Convention of either of the old par- 
ties to nominate a Candidate for the office of President. The or- 
ganization of the old democratic party was, in effect, destroyed, & 
upon its ruin founded the Southern rights organization, into 
which Whigs and Democrats were admitted, distinguished no 
longer by these names, but known only as Southern rights men. 
Into this organization neither Whigs nor democrats who approved 
of the Compromise & desired the preservation of the Union could 
enter. Union democrats would not unite with our party, & take 
the name of Whigs. The friends of the Compromise & the Union 
in both the old parties, soon saw the necessity for a new party, in 
which no particular policy should be a test for membership. The 
question whether our Country could be preserved as it was, we 
thought sufficiently momentous without considering questions of 
policy which would not arise in future, if the Union should be 
dissolved. We had neither the inclination, nor the unscrupulous- 
ness to deny what our opponents asserted, that there would be no 
National Convention of either party of which Abolitionists & 
free soilers would not be members, & believing that these fana- 
tics had brought about the fearful crisis in which we were placed, 
the Union party adopted it as a part of its platform, that the South 
ought not to be represented in the next National Convention of 
either of the old parties. To this, every prominent leader of the 
Union party, so far as I know, has publicly committed himself. 
Under the influence of this determination, many democrats were 
brought into the Union party, & many of them would withdraw 
from it if the party were to determine to be represented in the 
Whig National Convention. If democrats, instead of Whigs, were 
the majority of the Union party, & should send delegates to the 
democratic Convention, the Union Whigs would abandon the 
party as the democrats would if the party should appoint delegates 
to the National Convention of the Whigs, & these democrats could 
not be gathered in again if Mr. Fillmore should be the Candidate. 
But, if we continue to act consistently, & in accordance with the 
views with which the Union party was formed, I have strong 
hopes that this State may be carried for Mr. Fillmore, if he should 
be the Candidate. If the Union party should be represented in 
the Whig National Convention, it would be by the authority of 
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the Union Whigs who are the majority of the Union party. The 
immediate effect of the appointment of delegates would be the 
withdrawal from our party of the Union democrats who would 
ultimately enter the reorganized democracy with prejudices re- 
vived & stronger than ever against their present Whig associates, 
& more inclined to confide in the teachings of this democracy, the 
ablest leaders of which, were lately avowed secessionists. Another 
inevitable consequence would be the reduction of the Union 
Whigs as a Whig party to a condition of helplessness nearly as 
pitiable as it was in the very feeble infancy of this party in Ala- 
bama. As many Whigs in the free States united in doing what 
so fearfully disturbed the peace of the Country & threatened the 
existence of the Union, a proper spirit of conciliation would in- 
duce those States to offer the Whigs of the South Mr. Fillmore, 
who is their 1st. choice, or Mr. Webster, who is their second. Has 
a spirit of conciliation been evinced by the Whigs of Pennsylvania 
in the appointment of Ex-Gov. Johnson as one of their delegates 
to the Whig National Convention? Will New York evince such 
a spirit, if she should send many delegates as obedient, we fear, 
to Seward as any slaves ever were to the despot who misgoverned 
and oppressed them? It is not the proper time now to disband the 
Union party of this State. The causes to which this party here 
owes its existence have not been destroyed, although they are not 
in full operation. Defeated in the election by the people, most of 
the Secessionists profess acquiescence in the Compromise. Defeat 
has forced them to lay down the arms of public opposition to the 
Compromise & the Union, but do you believe their hearts have 
been disarmed? If the public morals of the Republic of Rome 
degenerated so much in less than a century after the establishment 
of the Empire, that the corruption of the people grew under that 
brief rule of the Caesars to be greater than any other age before 
or since has witnessed; if this appalling corruption were caused, 
as history teaches, by the formation in effect of a new race, a 
majority of which consisted of foreign immigrants from every 
quarter of the world, & emancipated slaves, on all of whom the 
rights of Citizens were conferred; if all this be true, are we, our 
Country & her institutions & the morals of the people in no danger 
from similar causes? Encouraged openly, or by the silence of dem- 
agogues, who dread to offend the rapidly increasing class of na- 
turalized citizens, a foreigner has already traversed in triumph half 
the States of the Union for the purpose of bringing the foreign 
policy of our Government, which had never been questioned, & 
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our Statesmen who adopted, or maintain it, into ridicule Sc con- 
tempt, & a numerous class of Citizens residing in the free States 
are constantly engaged in the anti-slavery agitation, with the ulter- 
ior purpose dubtless, of emancipating our slaves, & converting 
them into citizens! 

We proved our devotion to the Whig party while it was a 
National one, by supporting every nomination it ever made. We 
knew when we did so that we destroyed all prospect of obtaining 
the offices within the gift of the State, & were not induced to 
take the course we pursued by the hope of sharing in the high 
offices of the General Government. If the Whig party of the 
United States should become itself again, the Union Whigs of 
Alabama would feel great pleasure in returning to their allegiance 
to it. 

There are Whigs in this State who were not members of any 
Union association, & have never committed themselves against 
the appointment of delegates to a National Convention. They 
might send delegates, & I do not think the Whigs of the Union 
party would throw any obstacle in the way of their doing so. We 
would support Mr. Fillmore most cordially, if he should be in- 
debted for a nomination to the aid of such delegates. I know 
of no movement for this purpose on the part of such Whigs, but 
some of them are considering the subject. The Editor of the Ad- 
vertiser, of this City, intends to state in an editorial of this week 
some objections against sending delegates from this State to the 
Whig National Convention, & among them, will be the place ap- 
pointed for the meeting. As I have no leisure now to write to the 
President, please show this to him. 

From Charles W. Johnston. U. 

Green Hill, 

April 6th., 1852. 

I received your favor of the 29th. ult., about the date of my 
communication to you, and perceive I neglected giving you a 
detail of our expenses, of which I intended, and of which you in- 
quire. The number of hands I think I mentioned in my last. You 
have six men, two Boys. I have eight, and, occasionally, three and 
four boys, Mr. White & my son, whom I have Boarded since the 
commence of the Road. For the last two months we have had 
from four to six white men, five hired negroes, two of which are 
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hired by the year at the rates, as I think I have informed you, 
i.e., at the rate of $100. pr year, the rest by the month, at from 
six to eight $. The Hire hands board alternately, one week with 
my hands, the next with yours. I do not perceive any great dif- 
ference with your Cook, whether she has the additional number 
or not, as to her demand for supplies. And we have to restrain 
her in this difference, though not without complaint on her part. 
And which has been incessant. The old lady has been complain- 
ing for a week or two, and this day informed me she was subject 
to prolapses. I supplied her place for the last ten days with one of 
my negroes, and to day thought it best to send By Dr. Norwood, 
who is attending upon one of our white men, & one of our most 
regular hands, for Dr. Strudwick, who the old lady prefers, and, 
if necessary, to send her home. 

As regards the pork, 1600 lbs. I put up with my own supply for 
Domestic necessity before I rec'd the intimation you would join 
in the purchase. Besides, the pork was too small for R. R. pur- 
poses. I kill'd some 6,000 lb., and from the scarcity of all vege- 
tables in our country, There will be required a greater supply of 
Bacon. I have furnished the hands with Turnips, Greens, Peas, 
which are unusually high, and dried Fruit, cabbages, etc., thus 
far. The Peas I purchased 10 Miles distant, at 80 cts. and sent for 
them. They sell at the Hill, and Hillsboro' at $1. pr. Bush'l, and 
not a supply at that. If we continue the necessary supply of hands, 
it will require at least 2500 Cwt. Bacon to supply us this year, 
and the sooner the Better, as I have to supply all the hands, yours, 
as well as my own, from my own meat house. The expenses are 
troublesome, and beyond my anticipation. It would have been 
better to have made a joint business of profit and loss in the 
commencement,—[to] have had but one pot & one table, and one 
amount for all. I am tired of the business. But we have put our 
hand to the plough, and must not look back. The whole care has 
devolved upon me, and sometimes I am confused in my deter- 
minations as to the best course to be pursued. This is not our 
difficulty alone. Mr. G. Sloan wrote to me a few days since, that 
he thought he could supply us at Greensboro' with such Bacon as 
we require, as he was looking out for us. I shall wait the prospect 
for a few days. If unfavorable, I will let you know. It would save 
us the expense of Hauling farther, which can't be done, seeming- 
ly, without sacrifice, and that personal. I saw Mr. Vaughn a few 
days since, who promis'd to Haul the ruff food for your stock, 
without interfering with the Road hands, But has not done it, but 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 289 

in one or two instances since we commenced the Road. I Believe 
I will not trouble you farther at this time, as I hope you under- 
stand the nature of our expenses. And, Sir, they can't be abridged 
—even in the event we make a supply of provisions, which I am 
attempting to do, as also urging Mr. Vaughn to do likewise. The 
Country are aware of the Public wants and are striving to take 
advantage of the comeing necessity. Our prospect this morning, 
the 7th., presents a gloom, and another year of Scarcity, the ground 
covered with Frost, early vegetables nipp'd, the fruit expected to 
be lost. Wheat, as yet, is very backward, as much so as I have ob- 
serv'd for several years. I will certainly remember your instruc- 
tions in our next instalment, which will be required the 1st. May. 
And, say, you might justly charge interest on the advancement. 
I mentioned this circumstance to the Directory at the first instal- 
ment, But as I did it presumptuously, I could only obsequiously 
urge it. 

In any & in all that concerns us or yourself here that I can do 
needeth but your wish & instructions. I presume your time is so 
engaged that I will close this detail, hoping it may give you Some 
satisfaction. It is our honest desire and expectation, as well as 
Hope, that the Whigs will unite in their Nomination, that no 
local or Geographical positions may disturb their unanimity, no 
favoritism, and that the nations gratitude be bestowed on the 
Nation's Men. Which individually I pray may be Mr. Fillmore 
& Mr. Graham. 

My Family have Been somewhat afflicted. We are mending 
somewhat. Pleurisy & pneumonia & Rheumatism. 

From Millard Fillmore. U. 

Executive Chamber, 

April 7th., 1852. 

The Honorable Alex'r H. H. Stuart, Secretary of the Interior, 
being absent from the Seat of Government, I deem it necessary 
to authorize, and do hereby authorize, the Hon. W. A. Graham, 
Secretary of the Navy, to perform the duties of said Secretary of 
the Interior, until said Secretary of the Interior shall return to 
the Seat of Government. 
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To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Washington, 

April 17 th, 1852. 
You have seen the letter of Stanly,41 and speech of Man- 

gum42 in favor of Gen'l Scott's nomination. I think them exceed- 
ingly ill-timed, and they have produced much feeling among the 
National Whigs of the North. 

If these gentlemen had given their advice in favor of Mr. Fill- 
more's withdrawal when you were here, (and they were both 
consulted) there could have been no objection. But to wake up 
now, as in the case of Mangum, in favor of a new candidate, after 
the unanimous expression for another by the Whigs at home, is 
to embarrass Mr. F. while it cannot benefit Gen'l Scott. I hope 
our Committee, soon to meet, will give an emphatic expression 
of their preference, and that the Southern Whigs will so far do 
justice to themselves, as well as the Pres't, as to send delegates to 
the National Convention, in which event, he can receive the nom- 
ination. Having used my persuasions, to induce him not to de- 
cline, because I supposed the Southern Whigs would demand his 
nomination, I hope, at least, to be spared the mortification of see- 
ing any faltering in N. C. 

Our Editors are foolishly urging a called Session of the old 
Legislature on the Electoral Law. Do they not see that even a 
called Session must apportion State representation for 20 years? 
There must be an extra Session, but it is due to the people, to call 
the new one in Sept. or Oct. 

#    #    #    #    # 

The Presidential question is the great topic here, much dissen- 
sion and uncertainty on both sides. I should not be surprized at 
a severance in the Whig caucus next Tuesday night.43 

41
 Edward Stanly, on April 6, 1852, in answer to an article in the New York 

Express, wrote a long letter which was published in the Washington Republic, 
defending Scott against attacks made upon him, and expressing his readiness, 
and even anxiety, to support him. The letter was printed in full in the Hills- 
borough Recorder, April 21, 1852. 

^Willie P. Mangum made an extended speech in the Senate, on April 15, 1852, 
demanding the nomination of Scott. It was printed in the Globe, and was re- 
printed in various North Carolina newspapers, including the Hillsborough Re- 
corder, April 28, 1852. 

48 The Whig members of Congress held a caucus April 9, 1852, with Mangum 
in the chair. A motion to be made in the future was announced, containing a dec- 
laration that the compromise acts constituted a finality on the matters involved. 
Mangum at once stated that the rules of the Senate, which the meeting had just 
adopted, prohibited such a resolution, and he would have to rule it out of order, 
adding that if the group did not approve they could elect another chairman. An 
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From William Sloanaker. U. 

Office of the Navy Ag't, 

Philadelphia, 

April 19th., 1852. 

Private. 

Having learned that the "Saranac" has been ordered to this 
yard, and that outside efforts from New York and Norfolk are 
being made to change her destination, I am induced as a friend 
of the present Administration to address a confidential letter to 
you on the subject. 

There has been a great deal of fault finding amongst the labor- 
ing classes, relative to the want of encouragement afforded to the 
Philadelphia Navy Yard. Whether justly or not, it is not my in- 
tention at the present time to discuss. I am sure, small as the mat- 
ter may appear, that, upon the disposition shown at the present 
time by the Administration to encourage Philadelphia mechanics, 
important results may depend at the next Presidential election. 
General Harrison carried Pennsylvania by less than 400 votes, and 
Gov. Johnson carried the same State in 1848 by less than 300 votes. 
Had Gov. Johnson been defeated, it is not certain that we could 
have carried the State for General Taylor. It is not to be supposed 
that by sending a single vessel to this yard that 300 or 400 men 
can be employed, and thereby that many votes influenced, but a 
disatisfied workman out of employ, is very much in the habit of 
talking, and in that way he sows the seeds of discord among'st 
many others in his walks of life. 

I have, in every active political campaign in which I have en- 
gaged, sought to gain the vote of the Masses, and I have found 
in many instances, men obscure in society that could influence 
ten fold more votes than any of our Merchant Princes. There is 
a large vote in this City and County and some of the Western 
Counties that is not a Whig vote, but with proper management 
can be brought to vote for Millard Fillmore. Of that vote, the 
greater part is composed of the class alluded to. Without any de- 
sire to be officious, or troublesome, I beg leave most respectfully 
to suggest the propriety of affording in all suitable ways, as much 
adjourned session was held on April 20, and Humphrey Marshall of Kentucky 
offered such a resolution. Mangum ruled it out of order, and on appeal was sus- 
tained. Meredith P. Gentry then offered a resolution declaring that Whig members 
were not pledged to support a nominee unless personally pledged to such support. 
This was defeated. 
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encouragement to the Philadelphia mechanics for the next six 
months, as circumstances will permit. 

If it is done, we will take good care that the Administration 
gets due credit, although a certain Democratic Congressman will 
no doubt endeavor to make it appear that it was done in conse- 
quence of his mighty influence. 

From Edward J. Hale. U. 

Fayetteville, 

April 21st., 1852. 

I am obliged to you for your most acceptable favor, just re- 
ceived. I entirely & heartily concur in your views, as I trust you 
will have seen by the Observer of the 19th. date. And in the semi- 
weekly Observer of to-morrow, I take the occasion of the publica- 
tion of Mr. Mangum's speech, to add a still stronger brief para- 
graph on the subject. This, I will follow up on Tuesday next, by 
impressing your own views upon my readers. I would embody 
them in to-morrow's paper, but that the semi-weekly issue is 
but small, & could not be so seen as to have any influence on any 
one at the Convention. I propose to attend the Convention, & 
shall do my best, (if exertion be necessary) to have Mr. Fillmore 
placed upon the highest ground. I do not think, however, that 
any exertion will be required. In this section of the State, I know 
of no Scott man. The Whigs, (& some of the Democrats, if ap- 
pearances do not deceive) are for Fillmore. I do not think that I 
can support Scott at all, even if nominated, unless he places him- 
self altogether above the level of the Sewardites, which I suppose 
he will not do. 

I took the liberty of writing a letter to Mr. Outlaw a few days 
ago, to thank him for the stand he took in the Caucus, & to urge 
him to persist, assuring him of the approbation of everybody in 
this part of the State. 

We are rather inclined to suppose, in these parts, that Mangum 
was not very sober when he commenced his speech, & that he was 
very drunk when he finished it. 

I have not heard from Mr. Badger lately, & regret to see some 
of the Northern papers speak of him as sympathizing with Stanly 
& Mangum in this Scott movement. It surely is not so? I have only 
known him as an ardent Fillmore man, & cannot credit the report. 
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I wish he had followed Mr. Dawson,44 and contradicted the 
imputation. It would have been another feather in his cap, and 
he has added greatly to his fame at home this session. 

From J. S. Redfield.^ U. 

New York, 

April 22nd., 1852. 

Some three or four weeks since, I addressed you a circular in 
reference to a short biographical sketch of yourself, for a work I 
am about republishing here, entitled "Men of the time, in 1852," 
based upon an English work bearing the same title. As several of 
the Cabinet have furnished the necessary facts in their own case, 
and being desirous of making the work as complete as possible, 
may I again request the same favor from you, in accordance with 
the specimen sent. 

As the work is in the hands of the printer, an early reply will 
much oblige. 

From Edmund Strudwick. U. 

Hillsboro', 

April 26th, 1852. 
#    *    #    #    # 

I read your letter to H. K. Nash. He concurs with you in opin- 
ion that Mr. Fillmore ought to receive, & has no doubt but that 
he will, the hearty preference of our State Convention as the 
Whig Candidate for the Presidency. There can be no doubt but 
that Mr. Fillmore is the decided first choice of the Whigs of No. 
Ca. Henry will use his influence to procure a strong expression of 
opinion in his behalf, as a matter of downright justice, as well as 
gratitude to Mr. Fillmore for the noble manner in which he has 

"William Crosby Dawson (1798-1856), of Georgia, Whig Member of Congress, 
1836-1841, United States Senator, 1849-1855. In a speech on April 15, 1852, he de- 
clared that he would refuse support to any party that did not pledge itself to the 
support of the compromise measures as a final settlement of the sectional questions 
at issue. 

46 Justus Starr Redfield (1810-1888), of New York, a native of Connecticut, pub- 
lisher and consul. He edited the Family Magazine for eight years with Benson J. 
Lossing associated with him for the last two. He was consul at Otranto, 1861-1864, 
and at Brindisi, 1864-1866. 



294 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

discharged his duty to his whole Country, 8c upheld the interest 
of the South. He will say nothing & do nothing in disparagement 
of Gen'l Scott. The nomination of Gen'l Scott w'd not be warmly 
indorsed in this State; it w'd be acquiesced in simply. I have heard 
many Whigs "good 8c true" say they w'd not vote for him, & I 
heard Democrats say they w'd take great pleasure in supporting 
Mr. Fillmore against any body. 

If Mr. Fillmore could receive the nomination 8c be elected, it 
w'd be one of the brightest pages in the history of our Country; 
in a struggle like this it seems to me the Whig party would fight 
with a will & energy that would ensure victory. 

Our friends are generally well, with but little sickness in the 
County—there has been very little sickness among your people. 

I had a fall from my horse, which has crippled me up, 8c I re- 
cover very slowly. 

Give my best regards to Peyton P. Moore. . . . 

From Augustine H. Shepperd. A. 

April 26th. 1852. 

It is a long time since I heard from you, but through your offi- 
cial acts, and the occasional report of some friends here who are 
honored by your correspondence, although I cannot aspire to 
such distinction, 8c might well consider your long and marked 
silence as an admonition to abstain from troubling you any fur- 
ther with my thoughts or wishes; yet I beg to be indulged once 
more with a word or two—especially at this moment of startling 
and strange events 8c developments at Washington. 

I hope you will believe me when I reassure you of my unaltered 
attachment and confidence in the present administration, & if I 
know my own head this feeling is mainly prompted by a convic- 
tion that the good of the Country, the whole Country, has been 
its object 8c polar star, and that in its perilous pursuit it has placed 
all of us,—yes Whigs and Democrats—under a lasting debt of grati- 
tude. And I had supposed until quite recently that especially 
would that section of the Union in vindication of whose rights 
the President had nobly forgot all local or sectional ties, be found 
rallying to his support with a unanimity that should confound 
even the ordinary distinctions of party. Yes, I even hoped much 
from the Democrats of the South, 8c however I may be prepared 
to bear a disappointment from that quarter, I feel nothing but 
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detestation for those of our own friends, (as you have doubtless 
considered them, personally and politically), who have set them- 
selves to the ungrateful and inglorious task of defeating the renom- 
ination of the President, and putting into power not only his 
deadly personal enemy but one whose popularity rests solely on 
his hostility to those Southern rights which under the present 
administration have been secured and maintained. I do not mean 
Gen'l Scott—Oh no, but that arch fiend—that devil incarnate, 
Seward. For great as Scott may be in the military field, he would, 
as President, necessarily be the creature of that dangerous & de- 
signing man; already I learn he has him in training—his hand is 
on the mouth of the great Gen'l, and if elected, it must be 
brought about not merely by those who prefer Scott to Fillmore, 
but by those who are the followers of Seward. 

The letter of Stanly and the speech of Mangum are intended 
as mighty instruments to bring about this result; the one, it is 
true, proclaims himself a Fillmore man, but takes great care so 
to show his devotion as must necessarily tend to the defeat of his 
friend. The other, so far as I have heard from him & understand 
him, has all the while stuck to his first love & has only been wait- 
ing his time. Scott and Mangum I always looked on as good jolly 
boon companions—/ have seen them often together. So let them 
be. How is Badger? Stanly and himself differed on the Compro- 
mise measures during the lifetime of Gen'l Taylor, but came to- 
gether on Mr. Fillmore's succession. This was a difference, even 
for a time, that created no little surprize amongst those who knew 
their usual coincidence of opinion. I cannot but fear their union 
in this purpose of securing the nomination of Scott. But for bad 
health and the alarming illness of Mrs. Shepperd I would have 
been at our Convention. 

Kerr was with me the other night. He is most likely to be the 
nominee of the Convention, & I suppose, if necessary, will be 
ready to raise the Cherabusco shout. Oh what a theme—so much 
more taking than the recital even of the most important incidents 
in civil life—yes although the present chief Magistrate has without 
a pang or a tear to bedew it, achieved a victory that gives quiet 
and security to the Country, dispelling by his wisdom & firmness 
the dark cloud of discontent that threatened our Union—this— 
this must all be forgotten & unheard in the midst of the reecho of 
Mexican cannon—must—will it be so? If it was not asking too 
much I would be greatly gratified under the most sacred confi- 
dence, to know something of the course of our friends—more than 
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meets the eye here. I have said friends—I use the word only in 
common parlance. Oh, my dear Sir, whilst I believe you have 
been an apt scholar in the important lesson of knowing thyself, 
I fear you have made but little progress in finding out who are 
your friends. 

Will you do me one kindness? Please go in person to the Presi- 
dent, and offer to him the assurance of my sincere regard and 
unabated friendship. 

I have written carelessly and in no little pain 
God bless you 

[P. S.] I wish to go to the National Convention but as I am not 
sufficiently plastic for some of our friends, I fear the hon- 
or will not be conferred. 

From Daniel Webster. U. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, 

April 27th., 1852. 

I have taken into consideration the draft of a joint Report from 
the members of the Cabinet, in answer to the Resolution of the 
Senate upon the subject of Clerks, but cannot sanction the propo- 
sition for a Board of Examiners for which it provides. 

As the business of this Department is peculiar and various, 
a plan for the appointment or promotion of Clerks, which would 
conduce to the public good, in the other Departments, might, it 
seems to me, lead to an opposite result here. 

I purpose, at my earliest leisure, to draw up a separate Report 
on the subject. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Very Respectfully, 
Your obedient Servant, 
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From Charles L. Hinton. A. 

Raleigh, 

Apr. 28th, 1852. 

Your very acceptable letter of the 17th. was rec'd by due course 
of mail. 

I have attended the Whig Convention which has just ad- 
journed, but too much indisposed from cold to mix as much with 
the crowd as I could have desired—there was great unanimity in 
the resolutions passed, in feeling as well as vote. The extreme 
West was not represented neither the Albemarle counties, if they 
unite on the conventions resolution the party will be undivided 
on the Gov election. In the Presidential election, if there is a 
Whig in N. C. that would not take the Filmore ticket, and work 
for it with as much zeal as they ever did for Clay or Harrison I 
have yet to learn who he is; I have not heard of the first one that 
spoke doubtingly, or indifferently on the subject; there is a deep 
feeling that can't be transfered to any other individual living. If 
Gen'l Scott is the nominee, as we think probable, unless your 
name should be associated with his, he can't carry the Whig 
strength by many, many thousands in this State. In the speeches 
made in the Convention the sound of his name wTas not heard in 
the Hall. The Whigs appear indignant at the idea of superseding 
him (Mr. F.) with the name of any man living. 

No one appears to justify Mr. Mangum's speech; it is spoken 
of very freely—neither do they approve of Stanly's letter. I may 
write you again on the subject shortly. 

From Nicholas Carroll. U. 

13 Old Miss, 

New York, 

Private. April 29th,  1852. 
•JF "JP TT 5R! -BP 

I am deeply mortified to notice the course of Judge Mangum. 
Not all his enemies could harm him half so much as he has dam- 
aged himself. With unabated regard for him, I cannot to you 
withhold the expression of my personal pain, and the earnest hope 
that he will get cool and take the counsel of better judgment than 
he has recently evinced. 
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We are at work here night and day for Mr. Fillmore's nomina- 
tion. There is no doubt that the great bulk of opinion here is in 
his favor. As Chairman of the Executive Committee, & having for 
my associates all of them disinterested & noted gentlemen, I am 
thrown in contact with our citizens generally, and am able there- 
fore to give an opinion based upon daily facts, and that the feel- 
ing is becoming deeper and stronger. We will have a public dem- 
onstration next week. I have noted as right from your State, 
Senator Badger, Messrs. Outlaw & Dockery. Can we prevail on 
them, one & all, to come here & address their fellow citizens at 
that time? . . . 

From James M. Crane. U. 

San Francisco, 

May 3rd., 1852. 

You will see by a communication which goes on to the President 
today, that all the merchants and leading men of this City sustain 
the course I pursued while in Washington. They also ask for the 
appointment of the very men whose names I presented to the 
different Departments. The President will therefore see that, had 
he followed my advice, he would have had no difficulty, and 
might have received the nomination. We all here have confidence 
in the President, yourself, Mr. Webster, & Crittenden, but no one 
here has any confidence in the integrity of either Corwin or 
Stuart. The former had the meanness to send here, at public ex- 
pense, a few weeks since, a man by the name of Campbell, with 
an office. No one speaks to him, and he has been warned to con- 
duct himself with great discression, or he will be sent back to Mr. 
Corwin. 

Mr. Burk's appointment has raised, in this State, tremendous 
excitement. No one would serve under him. The Locofocos are 
cursing Gwin46 up and down hill. They have openly repudiated 
him. All of you cut loose from him. The people here believe that 
Gwin is legislating, and getting men appointed to office to ad- 
vance his own personal aggrandisement. He is almost too dead in 

46 William McKendree Gwin (1805-1885), of California, a native of Tennessee, 
who studied medicine at Transylvania, and then settled in Mississippi. He was 
a Democratic Member of Congress, 1841-1843. He moved to California in 1849, 
served in the Constitutional Convention, and was United States Senator, 1850-1855, 
1857-1861. 
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this State to talk about. Tell the President he would be burned 
in Effigy if he was to approve of Gwin's Supplementary Land bill. 
Every one here is pitching into King,47 and they intend, if he 
leaves for Washington tomorrow, to give him three groans. They 
consider that he, Gwin, Palmer, Cook & Co., Stuart, and Corwin, 
as having leagued together to plunder this State. 

The merchants and leading men here have organized, with a 
view of giving you such information as will enable you to steer 
clear of future difficulties, will you follow us, or will you follow 
the advice of strangers and ailiens around Washington [?] If you 
all do not wish to raise another commotion, do not give the 
least heed, or office, to such men as Abel48 and Brinsmede.49 They 
are known to be in the interest of King, Palmer, Cook & Co., and 
Gwin. You will find a powerful memorial in the hands of the 
President, urging the appointment of Col. Turner forthwith, in 
the place of Mr. King. It leaves here today. The Cols. Commis- 
sion should be sent to him immediately, so as to enable us to 
harmonize the party, and carry the State. We have two members 
of Congress to elect this fall. 

I am requested to say that other names will go in this mail, 
Capt. Macreedry for Treasurer of the Mint. He is the best man 
out here for it. Also Judge David Chambers as disbursing agent 
in the place of Edward Jones, a Locofoco, and a partner of Palm- 
er, Cook & Co. Jones should be turned out forthwith. He is an 
injury to the Administration, and I do not consider the public 
money safe in his hands. I wish to withdraw the paper I gave in 
for Capt. Brenham50 as Superintendant of the Mint. It will not 
do to give so many appointments to persons in this City, besides, I 
do not consider him the proper person for it. The appointment 
of Mr. Ashe,51 the brother of the member of Congress, would be 
acceptable to the Whigs of this State. 

The Whigs here are going to purchase out the Alta California 
and give it to me. My paper was broken down while I was gone, 
by King. There are two small Whig papers just started, but 
neither will be recognized or supported by the Whigs. They will 
raise me a fund of $100,000., and give me the lead. I wish you 
would show this letter to the President, as I have not time to write 

4,7 Thomas Butler King. 
48 Alexander G. Abell, of San Francisco. 
** Peter Allan Brinsmade, a San Francisco lawyer. 
60 C. J. Brenham, of San Francisco. 
61 Richard Porter Ashe, a brother of William Shepperd Ashe, of Wilmington, 

who was in Congress at this time. 
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him. Become the friend of California, and you will have a friend 
worth having. 

From Charles B. Stuart.52 U. 

Navy Yard, 

New York, 

May 7th., 1852. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a Volume of the "Naval 
Dry Docks of the United States," which I beg you will do me the 
favor to accept with my high regard and respect. 

The many omissions you may find, I trust you will pardon 
when I state that the whole book has been written and proof 
read, between the setting and the rising of the sun, after my daily 
official duties were closed, during the last six months. 

I propose to devote a few hours each night during this year, to 
preparing a similar Volume on the "Naval Steamers of the United 
States," and, having been honored by the President of the United 
States, by allowing me to dedicate to him my first Volume, I ven- 
ture to take the liberty to ask your permission to dedicate "The 
Naval Steamers" to yourself, not only on account of my personal 
regard, and your position before the Country, but as also appro- 
priate, owing to the fact, that there will be over half of the whole 
Steam Marine of our Navy, either completed or rebuilt during the 
time you will have been at the head of the Navy Department. 

From John Kerr. U. 

Windsor, 

May 22nd., 1852. 

I am greatly obliged by your letter, which met me on yesterday 
at Edenton. Your suggestions will, at all times, be highly accep- 
table, and I hope you will frequently write to me as the canvass 
progresses. 

You will see the place of my whereabouts at any given time by 
referring to the Raleigh papers. I am gratified to know that your 
views and my own so exactly coincide, especially in reference to 

Charles B. Stuart  (1814-1881), of New York, a naval engineer and author. 
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the force & effect of the argument derivable from the subject of 
the public lands. I have, in any place where I have spoken, given 
that topic a very prominent position in my speech, and not with- 
out effect, as I have reason to believe. 

Before receiving the copy which you sent me, I had already 
perused Mr. Pearce's53 speech, and found it highly useful to me, 
so also of Brook's54 speech, on the deficiency bill. Never had a 
candidate for popular favor greater encouragement than I have, 
thus far, met with, in my canvass. At Gatesville it was a scene of 
enthusiasm that reminded me of the days of 1840. I have spoken 
in Camden, Elizabeth City, Hertford, (Perquimmons) Edenton, 
& Murfreesborough, and am now here on my way to Plymouth, 
and shall address a considerable crowd shortly after dinner. If the 
West will but sustain me, as the East seems disposed to do, I shall 
beat Reed badly. Can't you drop a line to some trusty friend in 
the West, and stir up his zeal a little, and urge him to be active 
in bringing the Whigs out to the polls? 

Our friends in this region care nothing about the State issues, 
I have satisfied them on that subject. There is some danger, how- 
ever, in this quarter, from the strong feeling of preference for 
Fillmore over Scott, and some Whigs are, foolishly enough threat- 
ening that they will not vote for Scott, in any event. I am doing 
all I can to counteract that feeling, and to promote harmony 
among our friends every where. Could you not have an inter- 
view with Outlaw, or get some confidential friend in Congress to 
have one, and prevail on him to write to Mr. Cherry of this 
County on the subject, and insist upon Union & harmony in the 
Whig ranks. 

Outlaw's friends are the persons who are most unpredictable 
in reference to Scott. 

Send any paper or document you may deem useful, and give 
me your advice to aid me in my arduous labors, & I will always 
be thankful to you for your assistance. 

"■James Alfred Pearce, of Maryland. 
"James Brooks (1810-1873), of New York, a native of Maine, who, after gradua- 

tion from Waterville College, was a lawyer, editor, and state legislator. He moved 
to New York in 1836, and founded the Daily Express, served in the legislature, 
and was a Whig Member of Congress, 1849-1853. He was a Democratic Member of 
Congress, 1863-1866, 1867-1873. 
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From Charles Henry Davis. U. 

Cambridge, 

May 25th., 1852. 

I have the honor to introduce to your acquaintance, by this 
letter, Mr. Hedrick, of the University of N. Carolina, the gentle- 
man who received your appointment of clerk in the office of the 
Nautical Almanac. 

He is a young man of fixed principles, of correct conduct, and 
generous temper, who has fully appreciated the advantages and 
responsibilities of the situation which your kindness conferred 
upon him, & has exerted himself with great success in improving 
the one, and fulfilling the other. 

He is on his way to visit his friends at Chapel Hill. 
I have directed him to hand you an official letter, proposing 

some important changes among the assistants, & to make any ver- 
bal explanations you may require. 

From James W. Osborne. A. 

Charlotte, 

May 26th, 1852. 

Since I last wrote you public events have occurred which have 
affected to some extent the public mind of the State, and in regard 
to which I do not doubt you feel much interest. 

Mangum's course, as you have observed, has met with little 
favour, and I deeply feared at one time that it would prove disas- 
trous to the prospects of the Whig party in the State. The Whig 
press, both in regard to him, and the preventing of the Whig cau- 
cus, was extremely bitter, and in the present condition of the Whig 
party extremely injurious. 

His denunciation of the administration appeared so like treach- 
ery to his party obligations that it has rendered him to his former 
friends generally odious, and has transferred by a natural con- 
nection much of that odium to Gen'l Scott, apart from all truth 
and justice, as a mere political manoeuvre designed to advance 
the interests of his friend and favorite. I have seen nothing so ill 
judged and mistaken. I have done my best by conversation cor- 
respondence and newspaper articles, to prepare our people for 
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the nomination of Gen'l Scott, and to counteract the effect of 
Mangum's course. If Mangum aspires to the Vice Presidency, as 
is generally believed, he will find North Carolina in the General 
Convention pressing any other Candidate. To be deserted at home 
must convince him too late perhaps of his error. 

We are at this moment, I do not know with what reason, en- 
couraged in the hope that Mr. Fillmore will receive the nomina- 
tion. I believe that the proceedings of the 11 secessions from the 
Whig caucus will do Mr. F. injury. It will probably have the 
effect of preventing that fullness of representation from the 
Southern States which would place his nomination beyond doubt. 
I have written to the South Carolina Whigs to send a delegation 
to Baltimore, but I fear it will not be done. I shall write to the 
gentlemen in Greenville & Charleston on the subject & do my best 
to accomplish what good I can. Col. Davidson55 just from Alabama 
thinks it extremely doubtful whether Alabama will be represent- 
ed; the course of Messrs Abercrombie56 and White57 will I fear be 
injurious to this object. Representations are generally gotten up 
with so much ease and so little formality that it is surprising that 
the friends of the administration cannot arrange that matter. 
Indeed I fear that there has been too much inactivity on the part 
of the friends of the administration in the South, and this in- 
activity, with the strong game of brag which Scott's friends are 
playing, will defeat Mr. Fillmore in the Convention. We have 
selected from this Congressional district a strong delegation- 
Messrs. Ashe, Young, Guion & Chalmers58 some of who perhaps a 
majority will go on, to Baltimore. Should I look for a full rep- 
resentation here from the State? Is there not danger that the Scott 
delegates from the Non Slave holding States will adopt the plan of 
voting by States, and thus submerge the votes which Mr. Fillmore 
would otherwise obtain? There are many dangers to be guarded 
against with a body of men as unscrupulous as Johnson59 and 
Seward. If there be no division in our ranks I am inclined to be- 

65 Probably John Howard Davidson who moved to Alabama in 1835. 
M James Abercrombie (1795-1861), a native of Georgia, soldier in the War of 

1812, who was frequently a member of the legislature, and was a Whig Member 
of Congress, 1851-1855. 

67 Alexander White (1816-1893), of Alabama, a native of Tennessee, who served 
in the Seminole War, was a state legislator, Whig Member of Congress, 1851-1853. 
He was a member of the Convention of 1865, a Republican Member of Congress, 
1873-1875, and a territorial judge in Utah. 

68 Dr. Charles Chalmers. 
89 The reference is indefinite, but possibly it is to Oliver Johnson (1809-1889), 

of Boston and New York, anti-slavery editor, a native of Vermont. 
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lieve that Kerr will be elected Gov., and that we will carry the 
Legislature. With Mr. Fillmore I do not doubt it, and there is as 
little doubt if Gen'l Scott will satisfy the Whigs of the South by 
any thing from himself that we will do so with him. 

Your niece Miss Anna Morrison arrived at home safely during 
the last week. . . . 

To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Washington, 

May 27th, 1852. 

I have today had a visit from our young countryman, Mr. Hed- 
rick, on his route to Chapel Hill. He brings me a letter from 
Lieut. Davis, bearing testimony to his exemplary character, and 
his progressive improvement in Science, and usefulness in the pub- 
lic service. So satisfactory is this evidence, that I have today ap- 
proved a recommendation of Mr. Davis, to promote Mr. H. to 
the place of assistant Computer, with a salary of $1,000— 

You will perhaps be gratified to learn, that by this arrangement, 
Mr. Washington Kerr, another graduate of the University, will be 
brought into employment on the Nautical Almanac with a salary 
of $600. 

I was pleased to learn, from conversation with Mr. Hedrick, 
on the course of studies at Harvard, that he considered it less 
extensive than that at Chapel Hill, at least in the department of 
Mathematics. 

From a somewhat irregular attendance on the lectures at the 
Smithsonian Institution the past winter, I am still more impressed 
with the importance of a proposition I formerly submitted to our 
Board of Trustees, to appropriate a moderate amount annually, 
to procure lectures to be delivered on such branches of science as 
the Faculty might prescribe. It might be arranged so as not to 
interfere with the usual course of study, and at the same time 
combine pleasure with improvement. I think you would concur 
with me, that it is worth the experiment, after hearing a single 
lecture of Agassiz, or others of the Smithsonian lecturers. 

I do not know how you propose to spend the ensuing vacation, 
but will be gratified, if you pass this way, if you can spend a few 
days with us. 
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The City is full of delegates to the democratic Convention, and 
the welkin rings with the agitation of the Presidential question. 
But all is yet uncertainty, as to the Candidate of either party. 

[To Ralph Gorrell]™ U. 

Washington City 

May 31st 1852. 
My Dear Sir 

I thank you for the copy of your excellent address, before the 
Agricultural Society, of Guilford. With the spirit, and energy of 
the people of your county, such an association, cannot but pros- 
per, and the intelligence and useful information, communicated, 
by your discourse, will have a happy and encouraging effect, upon 
the whole community. Among other disadvantages, under which, 
North Carolina, has labored, has been, the disesteem, into which 
the land has fallen, among her own people, and their consequent 
want of effort to improve it. This, has, doubtless, in a great 
measure, been occasioned, by our want of facilities of transporta- 
tion, which must necessarily depress much effort, at agricultural 
improvement—since large crops, could not be carried to market, in 
wagons, by the horse power that made them, without great detri- 
ment to the ensuing crop- 

But with the improved means of transportation, now in pros- 
pect, and the awakened spirit, for restoring the fertility, of the 
soil, we have a more promising future, than at any time in our 
History. 

The very atmosphere here is pestilent with the Presidential 
election—For a fortnight past the City has been filled with dele- 
gates, of all shades, and complexions of democracy. They meet in 
Baltimore, tomorrow, but with but little prospect of harmony— 
The stock of particular candidates, has gone up & down daily, 
and almost every morning of the past week, some new man was 
said to be in the ascendant. It believed, by those who have seen 
more of them, than I have, that all the more prominent men, 
will be thrown over board, and another 1844 experiment will 
be tried. 

"Ralph Gorrell (1803-1875), a graduate of the University in 1825, became a 
lawyer in Greensboro, N. C. He served in the House of Commons in 1834 and 
1835, in the North Carolina Senate in 1856 and 1858, as a Whig, and in the 
Convention of 1861. 
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Our friends have their divisions & troubles, but if the Southern 
States will it, they can nominate Mr. Fillmore, and have a fair 
prospect to elect him. I hope you will come on, to the Convention 
of the Whigs—Questions may arise requiring grave consideration, 
and I would be glad to have the opportunity of consultation with 
you, and other friends who will be here. 

With true regard Yours 
Will. A. Graham 

From Robert B. Gilliam. U. 

Oxford, N. C, 

June 2nd., 1852. 

In consequence of an intimation contained in your letter, I 
have been very anxious to attend the Whig National Convention, 
and until a late period, I hoped it would be in my power to do so. 

The 16th. of June falls within a week in which I shall be oc- 
cupied with engagements, which I cannot prudently, or even with 
propriety, neglect. In the hope of being able to attend, I had in- 
formed Mr. Amis, one of the delegates from this County at the 
district Convention, of my willingness to take the nomination, 
but upon the assembling of the Convention, I felt compelled to 
suggest the propriety of another nomination. I have not seen the 
names of the delegates appointed at Hillsborough, but I learn 
that Dr. Herndon61 and Mr. Davis,62 of this County, are two of 
them, and better selections could not have been made. They are 
both zealously in favor of the nomination of Mr. Fillmore & 
yourself, and will urge that ticket with becoming earnestness and 
energy. However it may be elsewhere, that undoubtedly is the 
ticket for North Carolina. I have never seen more perfect un- 
animity amongst the Whigs upon any subject. Mr. Mangum's 
demonstration in the Senate has had no effect, unless it has been 
to strengthen and consolidate the universal sentiment. 

If Gen'l Scott, as now seems probable, is the nominee, it will 
be most unfortunate for the Whigs of this State. If I know any- 
thing of the general feeling, such will be the inevitable result. 
If your name is placed on the ticket, with him, we may carry 

81 Dr. John R. Herndon. 
92 Joseph S. Davis. 
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the Fall election, but the loss of the Governor and Legislature is 
exceedingly probable. In the threatening condition of certain 
local issues, with which you are familiar, we have no strength to 
spare, but on the contrary, we shall need in the summer elections, 
all the collateral aids that can be commanded. With Fillmore and 
Graham as the Whig candidates, in my judgment, we shall have 
easy work, for Governor, the Legislature, the Presidential elec- 
tion, for everything. This is my deliberate opinion as to the 
state of things in North Carolina. 

Kerr has made a very fair start in the East, as I learn from sure 
sources, and, as he goes West, we hope for the best accounts. It 
would be well if you could find time to write to him occasionally 
on the Campaign. He would be gratified to have your views, from 
time to time, of the state of things at Washington, and they would 
probably be useful to him. 

Dr. Herndon and Mr. Davis will no doubt call on you, on their 
way to Baltimore. Dr. H. you already know as a worthy and true 
man, and you will find Mr. Davis a gentleman of high intelligence, 
and worthy of the fullest confidence. 

From James W. Bryan. U. 

Baltimore, 

June 2nd, 1852. 

The Democrats are fighting gloriously here for Buchanan & 
Cass; it is tho't that they will be compelled to throw both of them 
overboard, & take up a new man. Dickinson, I think, will be quite 
a favorite, but there is no telling what they will do. 

Kerr spoke at Newbern on Friday before I left and made a very 
favourable impression indeed; he will certainly, I think, carry 
the State by a very large majority, & his majority will be greatly 
increased if Mr. Fillmore receives the nomination. 
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From Walter Alves,™ U. 

Bluff, near Henderson, 

Kentucky, 

June 3rd., 1852. 

Allow me to introduce to you my Friend, Mr. Francis E. Walk- 
er, of Henderson, Ky., who is about to go on a visit to Washington 
City. I take pleasure in commending him to the attention which 
your leisure moments may allow you to bestow, as you will find 
him a scion of the true old Virginia gentleman, grafted on a 
sound Kentucky stock. I do not find my recollection of any resi- 
dent of Washington, of whom I may take the liberty of asking 
this favor, more strongly impressed on my memory than that of 
yourself. Some of the warmest associations which belong to the 
last years of youth, and the earliest ones of manhood, are con- 
nected by me with the time which passed while you, & many 
others with myself, were temporary residents in the little village 
of Hillsborough. As this is an occasion of renewing old acquain- 
tance, permit me, for the sake of auld lang syne, to allude to 
some of my recollections of occurrences, & places, associated with 
the pastimes of those days of warmer feeling. Let me recall our 
frequent meeting in the Family of my most excellent old Uncle 
Norwood, & in the families of many of the very hospitable citizens 
of the old borough. Let me recall the Chalybeate spring, the dark 
walk & lovers leap, the little Enoe River, & even the old bridge; 
and, what more than all else gave charm & impulse to these places, 
let me recall the beautiful & lovely women who always kept our 
hearts enchained in captivity, consecrating those spots of ground 
while memory remains, and almost hallowing them down to 
Earth's profound & up to Heaven. Probably I have erred in in- 
cluding your heart in the captivity, since I recollect it was report- 
ed, that Beattie's counsel to the aspiring youth had been adopted 
by yourself, as your motto & your guide, which, if true, perhaps, 
has aided in the advancement of a worthy son of my old native 
State, to the meritorious enjoyment of the Nation's honors, and 
these I hope he may continue to enjoy for many years to come. 

"Walter Alves, a graduate of the University, was a physician. His father, of 
the same name, born Hogg, was a trustee of the University, 1795-1813, and 
treasurer, 1795-1799. 
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From Edward A. Hopkins** to Matthew F. Maury. U. 

167 Duane St., 

New York, 

June 9th., 1852. 

Herewith I send you the long expected Memorial of the "Am. 
Geographical & Statistical Society," about the survey of the Plata 
& tributaries. 

The letter to Mr. Graham is open, that you may read it, & seal 
it or not as you please. 

I am greatly disappointed that Herndon has not come to sight. 
I wrote to Capt. Lynch some time since, in answer to a letter 

from him, requesting him to come here, & I would cheerfully place 
at his disposal all my documents, etc., but since have rec'd no 
reply. 

Shall be happy to hear from you the success of this Memorial, 
& also when we may print it here, without transcending the bounds 
of etiquette, in such cases made and provided. Its publication in 
"this market" without delay, would greatly benefit my commer- 
cial plans. 

Shall be happy to receive your scientific instructions, with 
which you promised to favor me. 

From William Sloanaker. U. 

Philadelphia, 

June 9th., 1852. 

1 send through the Mail Agent, to your care, an engraved Steel 
plate portrait of our excellent and well tried President, Millard 
Fillmore, which I wish you to present, in my name, to some mem- 
ber of his family. It was engraved in 1850 for Sartain's magazine, 
but the delay caused in engraving, rendered it necessary to trans- 
fer to Stone, so as to print it up in time for publication, conse- 
quently a very few impressions were taken from the original plate, 
which is now as good as new. 

It was complimented at the time as a good likeness, & a very 
excellent engraving. 

64 Edward Augustus Hopkins (1822-1891), of Pennsylvania, midshipman, 1840- 
1845, United States agent and consul to Paraguay. A promoter of trade with 
South America, he was in close touch with Maury. 
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It was always my intention that the engraving should go into 
the hands of some member of President Fillmore's family, and 
knowing of no more fitting time than the present, I have pur- 
chased the plate from the firm for the purpose named, trusting 
you will take pleasure in carrying out my wishes. 

Were it not that I know you are in the daily receipt of letters 
touching the next Presidency, I should like much to say some- 
thing on that subject, but, presuming you have heard all that can 
be said, I forbear. 

I cannot conclude, however, without saying that, if the Whig 
Convention, which is to assemble at Baltimore, act wisely, they 
will nominate Mr. Fillmore. In my intercourse with the Citizens 
of this State, of all classes and conditions, I have never heard but 
one opinion expressed, in reference to his administration; it has 
met the approbation of all candid & intelligent men, and if nom- 
inated, he would receive a large vote outside the Whig party. Of 
one thing he may feel assured, that, without regard to what the 
Convention may do, posterity will pronounce in his favor, as one 
of the best Presidents the Country has ever had. Should General 
Scott obtain the nomination, it will be very difficult to induce the 
Native American vote to be thrown in his favor, whilst Mr. 
Fillmore would receive as large a vote from that quarter as did 
General Taylor. This vote could have no influence beyond this 
State, yet in Pennsylvania the balance of power is held by that 
party. 

To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Washington, 

June 19th, 1852. 

I have received Telegraphic accounts of the ballotings up to the 
21st, and presume that the unyielding disposition manifested by 
the friends of Mr. Webster will result in the nomination of Gen'l 
Scott. 

The action of the Convention, as a body, has been in the high- 
est degree creditable, and I trust, that whatever they may do will 
meet with the acceptance of the Country. 

The President is quite calm, but greatly delighted with the plat- 
form adopted. He regards the endorsement of the Compromise, by 
both the great parties, of the Country, as more important than 
any nomination of either. When one looks back for twelve or 
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eighteen months, and sees, that the great majority of the demo- 
cratic party South, was in open hostility to these measures, as a 
very large portion of the Whig and Democratic parties of the 
North, and who were the men by whom this opposition was led 
in the respective sections, while the administration was exerting 
every nerve to sustain and enforce them, it is difficult to credit 
the evidence of such general acquiescence now: and the fact 
clearly demonstrates that the people have gone along with the ad- 
ministration, and the politicians have been compelled to fall in, 
or be crushed. 

I hope you will come and spend a few days with us on your 
return, and regret that you were not here before the Session of 
the Convention. I would have been glad to have your views in 
regard to a matter of some delicacy to myself, and on which I 
had a little conversation with several of our delegates. I allude to 
the nomination for the Vice Presidency. To announce determina- 
tion, in advance, upon questions, which may never be presented 
for practical action, I find to be exceedingly embarrassing. I have 
therefore thought it best, to leave the whole subject with our dis- 
creet friends in the N. C. delegation. It is proper, however, that 
they should know, as I informed such, as chanced to refer to it, 
that I had been urgent in placing Mr. Fillmore in his present posi- 
tion before the party, and I must, in any event, be placed above 
suspicion of unfaithfulness to him, or his cause. And even then, 
the connexion of my name with any other ticket, would involve 
the necessity of severing my connexion with his administration, 
which, I apprehend would occasion him regret. 

It is a subject, however, on which, as you perceive, I can ask 
but little advice here, because it is mooting a point, which may be 
a mere matter of speculation, and might subject me to unjust sus- 
picions of desire, on a subject upon which I have none. 

If, therefore, the delegation deem it expedient to consider me, 
in any relation to this matter, I hope they may be in possession 
of these views, and with their decision, I shall be content. 

But I shall be still better satisfied, if they conclude not to ask 
the distinction contemplated for the State, in my person. 
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From Z. Collins Lee.95 U. 

Baltimore, 

June 21st., 1852. 

They are voting. You will be nominated our Vice President. 
Hurrah! 

From B. M. Edwards.96 U. 

Baltimore, 

June 21st., 1852. 

You are unanimously nominated for Vice President. 

From John A. Young.97 U. 

Baltimore, 

June 21st., 1852. 
You are unanimously nominated. 

Speech In Washington98 

June 21, 1852 

Fellow Citizens: 

I appear before you to tender to you my thanks for the compli- 
ment of this visit, and my congratulations to the country upon the 
result of the deliberations of the convention of the Whigs of the 
United States assembled at Baltimore. [Cheers.] 

As to my humble self, I had no hope for, as I had no reason, no 
right to expect, this honor at the hands of the convention; but, 
as to the distinguished statesman and soldier [enthusiastic cheer- 
ing] whom the convention has selected as candidate for President 
of the United States, the country, or a large portion of the country, 
had reason to expect that the nomination would fall upon him. 
[Cheering.]  His competitors in that convention were tried pa- 

■ Telegram. 
w Telegram. 
87 Telegram. 
"From the Washington Signal, July 1, 1852. Brackets appear in original. 
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triots, and, had the nomination fallen upon either of them, the 
Whigs of the country would have been equally well satisfied. 
[Great cheering.] 

For my own part, with all respect to that large portion of our 
fellow-citizens constituting the Democratic party, my hopes for 
the prosperity of this country, the stability of its institutions, and 
the perpetuity of the Union, depend upon the ascendancy of the 
Whig measures. [Prolonged cheering.] 

[A voice. "Three cheers for the old North State!" In response 
three hearty and enthusiastic cheers were given.] 

Mr. Graham. Thank you, gentlemen, for that. I look upon this 
nomination as a compliment to that steadfast, that noble, old 
Whig State, of which I am proud to be a citizen, rather than to 
myself. 

Fellow-citizens, I did not expect this visit. It is but a few mo- 
ments since I heard of this nomination, and I shall not detain you. 
["Go on, go on."] Again, I express to you my thanks for this com- 
pliment, and congratulate you upon the harmonious result of the 
deliberations of your convention at Baltimore. 

[ Mr. G. then withdrew, amidst deafening cheers.] 

From George Little. U. 

Raleigh, 

June 22nd., 1852. 

Nothing ever gave me more pleasure than the intelligence re- 
ceived by the wires last evening, of your nomination for the Vice 
Presidency. 

It is an event which I have long and ardently wished for, and 
labored assiduously to have accomplished. And I am highly grati- 
fied to inform you, it has been hailed here, and will be, from the 
mountains to the seaboard, with a universal sentiment of cordial 
approbation.69 

••Comment in North Carolina was enthusiastic. The Raleigh Register of June 
23, 1852, paid the following tribute: 

"Upright and pure in all the relations of private life, of prudent, reliable, 
conservative, and far-seeing statesmanship, courteous and affable in his intercourse 
with his fellow man, he has always disarmed the enmity and excited the admir- 
ation of political opponents, at the same time that he has drawn to himself the 
enthusiastic devotion of political friends." 

At the Whig ratification meeting in Washington, D. C, on June 28, the following 
resolution was adopted: 

"That in William A. Graham, the nominee for the Vice Presidency, we recognize 
a distinguished  statesman,  not only  eminently qualified  from  the dignity  and 
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Your nomination will aid the nomination of Gen. Scott 
throughout North Carolina. The State I felt sure of being carried 
for him, but this has rendered it so beyond a contingency. And 
the election of Mr. Kerr is now rendered absolutely certain. I 
have received the most gratifying intelligence from the West re- 
specting Kerr's prospects, except from a few malcontents he will 
receive, as I am informed, a most enthusiastic support in that 
quarter. 

Many persons here are dissatisfied with the nomination [of] 
Gen. Scott, but I am satisfied, upon mature reflection and a better 
understanding of the causes which produced it, they will ulti- 
mately yield the ticket a hearty support. 

I am not generally oversanguine, and for some time past had 
some foreboding of disaster, unless a proper man was put on the 
ticket with Gen. Scott, and events took a different turn, as regard- 
ed the Compromise, etc., from what was then indicated. 

But since the result of the last two days, I predict a brilliant vic- 
tory for the Whigs, both in the State, and general elections; and 
I am well convinced, as I have insisted to our friends in various 
sections of the Union, that your name will largely contribute to 
bring about these auspicious events. 

From John S. Gallaher. U. 

Washington, 

June 22nd., 1852. 
(Private) 

When I yesterday ventured to give a hasty ebullition of feeling, 
I had scarcely anticipated so prompt and flattering a choice for 
the Vice Presidency. I felt dis-heartened, disappointed and grieved 
at the result of the balloting for the Presidency, for I feared we 

urbanity of his manners for that station, but worthy from the integrity of his 
principles, the purity of his character, his eminent ability, and large experience, 
to fill the highest office in the Republic." 

Among the speakers was James T. Morehead, who said: "If any man can speak 
knowingly of him, I am that individual. For nearly a quarter of a century our 
occupations have led us into almost daily contact. I state to you that a scion of 
a more worthy stock never descended in any family. ... I have never met a more 
honorable man. A man more American in feeling has never yet come to my knowl- 
edge. The temptations of success could not seduce from duty, nor the force of 
circumstances cause him to stoop to conquer. Among those who have known him 
best and longest, his private character is most appreciated. . . . There is no man 
who can point the finger to any spot on the reputation of that gentleman; there 
is no man who is more ardently devoted to the Constitution and the Union, and 
more of an American in character." 
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would not well rid ourselves of the idea that it was a triumph of 
Sewardism, and a reproach upon Southern men of a want of true 
chivalry, in abandoning such a standard-bearer as Mr. Fillmore. 

I was personally gratified at your nomination, as well because 
of its fitness, as of the handsome manner in which it was bestowed, 
and I felt that new vitality was about to be given to the Whig 
cause in the South. Indeed, it was the only way in which the bit- 
ter cup could have been made palatable to me. 

If the North and West will now redeem its somewhat (to my 
ear) extravagant promises, I think we may safely say the South 
will stand firm, and give its 66 electoral votes to you. 

I am now glad that circumstances fully justified your prompt 
acceptance of the trust. 

From Charles W. Johnston. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

June 22nd., 1852. 

Believing it my duty to make some communication to you, I 
somewhat hasten to write since your last favor. I must say our 
progress has been slow, though progressive. Blasting nearly every 
foot of excavation, untill I suspended operations the 17th. Inst., on 
account of harvesting and sickness amongst our hands. We have 
an epidemic in the form of Dysentery, Bilious Diarrea and, when 
fatal, terminates in Typhoid, or real old fashion Flux, and cold 
cholera stages. I have had two likely young negroes to die with the 
disease, Besides a sick family. Our Rail Road hands have had 
slight attacks untill the last of last week, when more violence 
seemed to accompany the attack, two of my hands and your boy 
Ephraim were dangerously ill. We have had to exert ourselves 
with Dr. Strudwick, to get Ephraim along. But am glad to infonn 
you he seem'd much improv'd last night. His Mother is his con- 
stant nurse, who, with her child, have had an attack also, at your 
plantation. The Country here is more or less affected, and where 
ever and by who ever the Marilla Cherry has been freely used, 
Old or Young, the attack has been attended with danger. But I 
hope, as the weather is getting warmer, though we have drought, 
the violence of the disease will abate.—All attention has been, and 
will be had to your hands committed to our care. In your absence, 
I make no distinction. 
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In respect to the relief subscription made by you for Dr. Strud- 
wick, there is some mistake. Maj'r Gwynn has predicated a portion 
of our contract upon this subscription, and that upon the original 
estimate, which can't compare with the cost of grading. In fact I 
think, from the change in the Engineering core, the multiplied 
offices and officers, who absorb the instalments with scarcely a di- 
rection to y'r Road, (though we have two gentlemen in the per- 
sons of Messrs. Garnet, & Turner) there will be a difficulty 
amongst us in the next meeting of Stock Holders. I wrote to you 
what I did, and what I understood to be done in regard to the 
disposition of the $1,000. subscription, I understood Gov. More- 
head confirmed the same by writing to you. The matter has not 
been attended to by the Board. I wrote to Gov. Morehead a few 
days ago, and am waiting his answer. There has been some jarring 
on the Road, up the country, as respects the estimates, and Rock 
work, and Rock material. We have had some grumbling, but hope 
it may yet be settled with our Masons satisfactorily. The engineers 
do not allow them the cost, after paying us the 25 pr. ct., and the 
job is by 100 pr. ct. more costly than estimated in the contract. 
We must furnish them with some money to keep them from 
abandoning their engagements. I perceive they are in need, and 
rather independent to acknowledge it. They will require $100. 
or 150. each to enable them to get along. 

After a suspension of two weeks, I design commencing R. R. 
Operations. By that time I think we may get through our Harvest 
of Wheat, Oats, & Hay, three material Articles required, not only 
required on the Road, But for general necessity. I have taken the 
liberty of requesting Mr. Vaughn to make Hay while the sun 
shines, and make it from all it can be made. The Wheat is gen- 
erally good, though unusually smutted. In respect to Oats and 
Hay the season has been too dry. Our Corn is dependent on the 
latter Rain. 

I am anxious, in view of profit and economy, to get our grad- 
ing through this year, and if we had hands, I would do it, by 
locating myself on the Road. The Irish, the best laborers we have 
had on the Road—even the Refuse—have abandoned this Section, 
and our Countrymen, with but few exceptions, are not worth 
employing. It is uncertain as yet, whether we can continue Mr. 
White. He has been quite sick with the epidemic, and has not 
fully recovered. With his assistance, we can compare success, & 
progress in labor, to the same proportions of hands and force on 
the Road, and any where. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 317 

I have just had a return from the Post office, anxiously awaiting 
the news from the Convention. But no dispatch as yet has come 
to hand. It is but just to remark that, as far as the North State is 
concerned at this important epoch,—a time for a crisis, and a crisis 
for a time,—there is apparent division of feeling in concentrating 
the choice for the second office of Government. Gov. Morehead 
has been sprung upon the State, to what extent I can't say, and 
from what source I know not. But from some extraordinary effort 
at Washington, I think the emination to be there. I acknowledge 
total ignorance in this thing, and do hope your every prospect 
and wish realized, and still say, with the determination to do the 
Best for us, that I may be allowed. 

From John G. Chapman.70 U. 

Baltimore, 

June 22nd., 1852. 
Sir 

I am instructed by the Whig National Convention to inform 
you of your unanimous nomination as the Whig Candidate for 
the office of Vice President of the United States. 

I enclose a copy of Resolutions passed by the Convention, ex- 
pressing their opinions upon some of the most prominent ques- 
tions of National policy; & with sincere wishes that you may be 
elected, & for the permanent settlement of the principles of the 
Whig party. 

I have the honor to be 
Very respectfully 

Your obed't serv't 

THE OFFICIAL PLATFORM 
OF THE 

WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

The Whigs of the United States, in Convention assembled, 
firmly adhering to the great conservative republican principles 

70 John Grant Chapman (1798-1856), of Maryland, a graduate of Yale, lawyer, 
and planter. He was frequently a member of the state legislature and served as 
president of each house, was a Whig Member of Congress, 1845-1849, and president 
of the Constitutional Convention of 1851. 
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by which they are controlled and governed, and now, as ever, re- 
lying upon the intelligence of the American people, with an 
abiding confidence in their capacity for self-government, and their 
continued devotion to the constitution and the Union, do pro- 
claim the following as the political sentiments and determinations 
for the establishment and maintenance of which, their national 
organization as a party, is effected. 

1. The government of the United States is of a limited charac- 
ter, and it is confined to the exercise of powers expressly granted 
by the constitution, and such as may be necessary and proper for 
carrying the granted powers into full execution, and that all pow- 
ers not thus granted, or necessarily implied, are expressly reserved 
to the States respectively, and to the people. 

2. The State Governments should be held secure in their re- 
served rights, and the General Government sustained in its con- 
stitutional powers, and the Union should be revered and watched 
over as "the palladium of our liberties." 

3. That, while struggling freedom everywhere, enlists the 
warmest sympathy of the Whig party, we still adhere to the doc- 
trines of the Father of his country, as announced in his Farewell 
Address, of keeping ourselves free from all entangling alliances 
with foreign countries, and of never quitting our own to stand 
upon foreign ground. That our mission as a Republic is not to 
propagate our opinions, or impose on other countries our form 
of government, by artifice or force; but to teach by example, and 
show by our success, moderation and justice, the blessings of self- 
government, and the advantages of free institutions. 

4. That, where the people make and control the Government, 
they should obey its constitution, laws and treaties, as they would 
retain their self-respect, and the respect which they claim, and 
will enforce, from foreign powers. 

5. Government should be conducted upon principles of the 
strictest economy, and revenue sufficient for the expenses thereof, 
in time of peace, ought to be mainly derived from a duty on 
imports, and not from direct taxes; and in levying such duties, 
sound policy requires a just discrimination and protection from 
fraud by specific duties, when practicable, whereby, suitable en- 
couragement may be assured to American industry, equally to all 
classes, and to all portions of the country. 

6. The Constitution vests in Congress the power to open and 
repair harbors, and remove obstructions from navigable rivers, 
and it is expedient that Congress shall exercise that power when- 
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ever such improvements are necessary for the common defence, 
or for the protection and facilities of commerce with foreign na- 
tions, or among the States, such improvements being in every 
instance national and general in their character. 

7. The Federal and State Governments are parts of one system 
alike necessary for the common prosperity, peace, and security, 
and ought to be regarded alike, with a cordial, habitual and im- 
movable attachment. Respect for the authority of each, and ac- 
quiescence in the constitutional measures of each, are duties re- 
quired by the plainest consideration of national, of State, and of 
individual welfare. 

8. The series of acts of the 31st. Congress, commonly known 
as the compromise or adjustment, (the act for the recovery of 
fugitives from labor included) are received and acquiesced in, by 
the Whigs of the United States, as a final settlement, in principle 
and substance, of the subjects to which they relate, and so far as 
these acts are concerned, we will maintain them, and insist on 
their strict enforcement, until time and experience shall demon- 
strate the necessity of further legislation to guard against the eva- 
sion of the laws on the one hand, and the abuse of their powers 
on the other—not impairing their present efficiency to carry out 
the requirements of the constitution, and we deprecate all further 
agitation of the question thus settled, as dangerous to our peace, 
and will discountenance all efforts to continue or renew such 
agitation, whenever, wherever, or however made, and we will 
maintain this settlement as essential to the nationality of the 
Whig party, and the integrity of the Union. 

J. G. Chapman, of Maryland. 
President of the Whig National Convention. 
Vice Presidents—Nathan Appleton, of Maine; 

George W. Nesmith, of New Hampshire; Carlos Coolidge, of 
Vermont; Seth Sprague, of Massachusetts; R. W. B. Cranston, 
of Rhode Island; Samuel F. Hubbard, of Conn.; Edw'd P. Cowles, 
of N. Y.; James Stewart, of N. Jersey; John Strohm, of Pa.; 
Caleb S. Layton, of Delaware; Francis P. Phelps, of Maryland; 
Wm. L. Goggin, of Va.; A. H. Sheppard, of N. Carolina; Wm. 
Whaley, of South Carolina; Seaton Grantland, of Georgia; Thom- 
as I. Frow, of Alabama; Joseph B. Cobb, of Mississippi; J. C. Van 
Winkle, of Louisiana; Sam'l F. Vinton, of Ohio; John S. Williams, 
of Ky.; Wm. H. Sneld, of Tenn.; Milton Stapp, of Indiana; 
Benj'n S. Edwards, of Illinois; J. C. Miller, of Mo.; Wm. H. 
Gaines, of Arkansas; Jones M. Edwards, of Michigan; Gen. Joseph 
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Hernandez, of Florida; J. U. N. Murray, of Texas; N. McKinney, 
of Iowa; J. E. Arnold, of California; and R. W. Heath, of Wis- 
consin. 

(A true Copy) 

R. A. Upton, of Louisiana. 
Secretary of Whig National Convention. 

James W. Bryan, of North Carolina; S. M. Ballard, of Iowa; 
W. F. Stewart, of California; S. Colfax, of Indiana; John C. 
Kunkle, of Pa.; W. C. Worthington, of Va.; N. S. Perkins, of 
Conn.; G. W. Meeker, of Illinois; Wm. Thompson, of Washing- 
ton; G. W. Dunlap, of Kentucky; J. Murrell, of Vermont. 

Assistant Secretaries. 

From John Scott Cunningham. U. 

Tenth and I Streets, 

Private Washington, 

June 22nd, 1852. 
***** 

Please accept my democratic congratulations upon the dis- 
tinguished honor tendered you at Baltimore yesterday. I gave 
you a street-assurance two months ago of what awaited you. Allow 
me now to express the conviction that, if your ticket is successful, 
it will be your fortune, before the term is out, to assume the 
Presidential robes. J feel it. Hoping you the best of health to en- 
joy whatever honors may be in store for you, I am, Sir, though 
politically opposed, 

Thine very truly 

From Joseph B. Hinton. U. 

Raleigh, N. C, 

June 23rd., 1852. 

Long ago, I ceased to be an active politician, but I have been 
a close observer of parties, and in my feeble way, assisted in the 
triumphs of the Whig party, in our own State. And being now an 
old man, and having, personally, little to gain or lose, by coming 
events, I may well leave to younger and more aspiring men, and 
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certainly to men better able to scan the future than I am, to give 
confident opinions or advice to my friends, in regard to the com- 
ing struggle. And yet, my personal esteem for you, and in com- 
mon with the great body of North Carolinians, who have en- 
shrined you in our hearts, and are anxious to honour you with 
every gift, in our power to confer; and as one, who voted for you 
every time you have been before the people, for place, I may be 
allowed, in all frankness and kindness, to say to you, that my hon- 
est convictions are that your nomination upon the ticket with 
Gen'l Scott is no gratification to your numerous friends & ad- 
mirers in the South, and, strong as you are in the State, I fear, 
even your strong hold upon the affections of the Whigs will be 
insufficient to ensure the success of the ticket in No. Ca. Had 
your name been associated with that of the pure and patriotic 
Fillmore, or Webster, it would have kindled up the Whig fires 
of '40, '44 & '48 in the State, & sent the nomination from the sea 
shore to the mountains in wild acclaim. But now, there is no en- 
thusiasm, and, instead of joy & hope, I see little else than dissatis- 
faction and despondency, in the Whig ranks, and my present im- 
pression is, that thousands of Whigs in this State will refuse to 
vote for Gen'l Scott, under any circumstances; & tho' they will not 
vote the Locofoco ticket, it is probable their votes will be lost, and 
of those who do vote for Gen'l Scott, thousands of them will only 
do so because your name is upon the ticket. If such should be the 
state of things in this State, in the other Southern States it is prob- 
able they will be worse still. What then, is to be hoped for in 
this contest, with a reunited great party, probably numerically 
greater than the Whig party in the U. S., and now held together 
with hooks of steel, by the cohesive power of the public plunder, 
or the hope of it, and resolved to fight to the death for it? Defeat, 
assuredly, of the Whigs. Divided, as the party now is, by feuds, 
which actually threaten its dissolution. Nor is it at all wonderful 
that fair minded men, who love their country, and wish its affairs 
ably and patriotically administered, by pure men, should turn 
away with disgust & abhorrence from the corrupt juggling of 
Seward and Greely & Co., to defeat Mr. Fillmore & Mr. Webster, 
& Mr. Everybody, except one, whom they intend & expect to use 
as a tool, to accomplish their own selfish ends. Gen'l Scott might, 
indeed, be too honest & patriotic to allow himself to be so used 
by them, were he elected President of the U. States, but that, I 
am pretty certain, he never will be, for, beside all the rest, there 
is a deep seated conviction in the public mind, here, & I think, all 
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over the Union, that he is personally unfit for the office—a vain 
Coxcomb, whose silly acts would be the ridicule of the whole 
world. An able General he assuredly is, &, if he were wise, he 
would have been content with a soldier's fame, & have told his 
squad: I cannot be elected, & I ought not, and do not wish to be 
President of the United States; therefore, don't use my name, for 
I will not accept the nomination. He has acted otherwise, and has 
sown to the wind, & will, I feel very positive, will reap the 
whirlwind. And now, Governor Graham, your friends in Caro- 
lina and all over the Nation, do not wish to see your fortunes 
ruined by being linked to his, in this contest, 8c so exposed to the 
full fury of the coming hurricane of disfavor, which is now gather- 
ing its forces to sweep him, and the party that sustains him for 
President, away, into the receptacle of things lost upon earth. I 
know not how you can cut loose from his fate, unless indeed, you 
still hold your acceptance of the nomination under consideration. 
Should this be so, I do think it well deserves the deepest reflec- 
tion, whether it would not be the true course for you to pursue, in 
the present aspect of affairs, not only for your own fame, your 
Country's welfare, & the salvation of the Whig party, to decline 
the honor tendered to you by the convention, under the circum- 
stances of the case. Certain it is, such a step would, on your part, 
create the loudest joy among tens of thousands of sterling Whigs, 
here, in the South. 

In conversation last night with the most active Scott man in 
this City, (who has no influence, viz., Col. Benson Jones) he ad- 
mitted to me there were but five original Scott men here, & I 
am sure they are Scott men because Billy White was not turned 
out of this Post Office, & they believe Gen'l Scott will oust him, 
if he becomes President. 

God bless you & yours, 
Your friend, 

From Saxe Gotha Laws, Jacob M. Hill and Thomas J. Cates. U. 

Dover, Delaware, 

June 23rd., 1852. 

A portion of your fellow citizens in this section, feeling a deep 
anxiety as to your views on topics which, in their opinion, are 
calculated to vitally affect the welfare of our Country, and the 
perpetuity of Republican institutions, have thought proper to 
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propound to you the following interrogatories, to which we wish 
explicit answers. 

Do you, or do you not, believe that the Power and Patronage 
of the General Government ought to be reduced, and the Govern- 
ment itself made more republican than it is, by the following 
amendments to the Federal Constitution: 

1. By causing the life-tenures in office, as they are established 
in the Judicial Department, to be abolished, and the Judges 
thenceforth, to receive their offices for a fixed and certain term 
of years? 

2. By causing the One-man power, the power which enables 
the President to appoint and remove all the officers, to be reduced, 
by having a larger portion of them elected by the people in ap- 
propriate districts? 

3. By causing the Electoral College, as it is called, to be abolish- 
ed, and in lieu of it, to have given to the People, or rather, re- 
stored to them, their right of electing their Presidents and Vice 
Presidents by their direct votes at the Polls? 

4. By causing the Senators in Congress to be elected by the 
people, instead of the Legislature, of their several States? 

The conspicuous situation in which you are placed, and the 
importance of a thorough knowledge of your views on these in- 
teresting topics, will, we hope, be a sufficient apology for the 
liberty we have taken. 

Very Respectfully, 

From Edward Stanly. U. 

Private. 

Ho: Reps., 

June 23rd., 1852. 

I intended to call this morning & congratulate you, but I sup- 
pose you were annoyed with more visitors than were agreeable. 

I do not know how soon it will be before you are called on to 
answer a letter informing you of your nomination, & I wish to 
make a suggestion to you, if you will pardon the presumption. 

In the South, there will be no difficulty on the part of any 
Whig to supporting your nomination. In the North, there may be 
some, as there would be to any Southern man. You voted, if I 
remember correctly, against the Tariff of 1842. In Pa., & some 
other States, the Tariff is all important. Would it not be advisable 
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in your letter to say something in favor of that part of the plat- 
form that relates to the protection of American industry? 

It would strengthen Scott in the North, & could do no harm, 
I think, anywhere. 

Consult your own better judgment, & pardon my intrusive 
suggestions. 

I am not very well—was abed nearly all day yesterday,— & can- 
not call to see you to-day. 

From Win field Scott. U. 

Washington, 

June 23rd., 1852. 
My dear Governor: 

Your kind note of yesterday71 gave me pleasure, & what is bet- 
ter, it gave great pleasure to very many delegates to whom I show- 
ed it. 

I am proud and happy to be associated with you. 
As soon as practicable—& now we are both greatly occupied—I 

shall seek you, & hope that you will often reciprocate that com- 
pliment. 

Very faithfully Y'rs, 

From J. T. Alexander.12 U. 

Lincolnton, 

June 24th., 1852. 

last evening we Receved the news of the Nomination of Scott 
& Graham as the nominees of the Whig Convention for the Presi- 
dency, & Vice Presidencye, which we hail here as welcom news. 
Not that we think less of Webster & Fillmore, but in the language 
of a True Whig, we can make more noise over Scott than either 
of the other 2, & you being a Native of old Democratic Lincoln, 
we will do all fairly and honorably to cast the vote of the State for 
Scott & Graham. We are however not certain about Scott's feeling 
on the Slavery question, that point being made satisfactory to us, 

71 So far as can be discovered, this letter was never published. 
"James Taylor Alexander  (1794-1866), of Lincoln County, a harness maker, and 

a prominent and influential citizen. 
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all will be right, but suppos we will go it any how, we have under- 
stood that Clingman is opposed to Scott, and even Joshua 
Roberts73 of Ashville, but still I think Scott, with your influence, 
may be able to carry the State. We have also understood that Out- 
law is opposed to Scott, but he, being a True Whig & a Reasonable 
man, may come in. You know that this is a very democratice 
Region. I think Kerr will be able to beat little Davie. 

I shall let you hear from us as the campaine progresses, we 
know as yet very little of the particulars of the ballotings, but 
understand that the South stood up to Fillmore to the last. 

From  Thomas Gholson™ A. 

Memphis, 

June 24th, 1852. 

The Whigs here would have preferred the nomination of Mil- 
lard Fillmore, but will vote for Scott; I can assure you that they 
vote for Scott much more cheerfully and willingly since your name 
has been added as the Candidate for Vice President. 

I take the liberty of stating this to you, as you have known me 
from a small boy, tho' may not recollect me at this time. Henry 
Clay knows my father75 well, as he served with him in Congress. 
You knew my Mother as the wife of the Rev'd G. W. Freeman, 
formerly of Raleigh, Now Bishop of Ark. & Texas. 

I am a graduate of University of N. Ca., & have known you 
long, have my cordial support of your nomination. 

My business prevented my attendance at Baltimore. 

To J. G. Chapman U. 

Washington, 

June 24th., 1852. 
Sir: 

I am gratified to acknowledge the receipt of the communica- 
tion, which you did me the honor to deliver in person on yester- 

n Joshua Roberts (1795-1865), of Buncombe County, a native of Cleveland, who 
came to Asheville about 1840. He was a lawyer and one of the founders of the 
Highland Messenger, the first newspaper in western North Carolina. 

74 Thomas Gholson, of Lawrenceville, Virginia, a member of a prominent Bruns- 
wick County family, after graduation from the University of North Carolina, 
settled in Memphis, Tennessee. 

75 Thomas Gholson, Jr.  (d. 1816), was a Member of Congress, 1808-1816. 
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day, announcing my unanimous nomination as the Whig candi- 
date, for the office of Vice President of the United States, by the 
National Convention, which recently assembled in Baltimore, 
accompanied by a copy of the Resolutions of the Convention upon 
questions of National principle and policy. 

I cordially approve the declarations made by these resolutions. 
On matters of the most recent practical interest, they do but por- 
tray the conduct of an administration of the Government of 
which, for near two years, I have been a member. On all others, 
they but reiterate the doctrines and recommendations held by its 
Chief in important public communications. 

Should the people of the United States give their sanction to 
the nominations of your convention, so far as I shall be invested 
with authority, a faithful adherence to these doctrines may be ex- 
pected. 

I therefore accept the distinction, so honorably tendered, with 
a grateful heart, but with unaffected diffidence. It is a satisfaction, 
however, to know, that the place to which I have been nominated 
is but secondary, and that, for the first office, the convention has 
proposed a citizen of tried patriotism and virtue, long and famil- 
iarly acquainted with public affairs and public men, a safe and 
sagacious counsellor, who has well fulfilled every trust heretofore 
committed to his hands, and who has illustrated our history by 
eminent public services. 

With my thanks for the curtesy with which you have honored 
me, in the execution of your office, and with the highest personal 
respect, I am, 

Your obedient servant, 
Will. A. Graham. 

From John W. Norwood. U. 

[Alamance, N. C], 

Eli Smith's, 

June 25th., 1852. 

Allow me to offer to you my most hearty congratulations on 
your nomination for the Vice Presidency, a compliment of which 
any man under the circumstances might well be proud, even with 
far less probability of success than exists. 
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The news reached us at Person Court on Tuesday at 3 O'c: 
P. M. I had just been called upon to answer if I was ready for 
a defendant, to which I replied by announcing to the Court that 
Gen. Scott & Gov. Graham were nominated for President & Vice 
President, and we might as well adjourn Court for the day, as 
I certainly, for one, would not try another cause. And adjourn we 
did, accordingly. There was a crowded Court yard, and a con- 
siderable sensation ensued. You may judge of the effect, when Sam 
Hill admitted next day that the ticket would be elected, and that 
it would probably enable the Whigs to carry the State for the 
Legislature. And strong Whigs who had been declaring that they 
would not vote for Gen. Scott, were soon offering bets upon his 
election. 

I regretted, and was mortified, at the fact, that Orange County 
was not represented in the Convention. This was not intended; 
Henry Nash intended to go, & was prevented by sickness in his 
family, & I then determined to go, but was unexpectedly called 
to act as one of the arbitrators at Pittsboro', on the 14th., between 
the Deep & Cape Fear River Nav. Co., & the former contractors; 
and contrary to all expectations, the evidence & argument did not 
close 'till 11 O'clock Saturday night, which put it out of my power 
to go. But All's well that ends well. 

This Nomination I predicted last fall, & have been saying that 
it would take place, all the time. For I said, Gen. Scott must be 
the man, as most available, & then the Vice Presidency must be 
conceded to Mr. Fillmore's friends, & your position & character 
would settle the point. 

I am now on my way to Greensboro', to close that said arbitra- 
tion. Yesterday Mrs. Webb was buried. A woman whose heart 
was all love & benevolence, every day of whose life witnessed some 
act of kindness or charity. The old Doctor still lingers, & may 
last some time yet. There is much sickness at Hillsboro', our 
friend Long, I fear, will loose his oldest son, John, the doctors, 
I think, despair of his recovery. Many children have died, & 
several others are extremely ill. 

Harvest is closing with a remarkably fine crop of wheat, and 
the corn, though small, looks well, & is clean. 
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From James W. Bryan. U. 

Philadelphia, 

June 27th., 1852. 
***** 

I took the liberty of making some alterations & several addenda 
to the biographical sketch,76 & this day handed it to the Editor of 
the N. A. & U. S. Gazette, who called to see me today. He seems 
to be delighted with it, & is in high spirits for the ticket; he will 
send you a copy of the paper on Monday. 

Last night a gentleman of Irish descent, named Kelly (Whig) 
had a conversation with me—he says his father is an Irishman 
of much influence, & a Democrat, & that he avows his determina- 
tion to vote the Scott ticket, & that many Irish democrats will do 
the same thing—that Scott was kind to certain Irish prisoners dur- 
ing the war, and treated & interested himself deeply in their be- 
half. What is it Scott did for them? I should like to know, for I 
wish to give it publicity forthwith. 

The Whigs here are pleased that your name is on the ticket; 
there is much opposition to Scott, but I trust it will die away. 

The sketch I shall have inserted in the N. York papers. The 
Ed. of the N. A. & U. S. Gazette was delighted to have the first 
publication of it, & says it will go throughout the Union "like hot 
cakes." 

To Millard Fillmore.77 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 

June 28th., 1852. 
Sir: 

Having accepted the candidacy for the second office in the gift 
of the American people, I deem it proper to relieve your Adminis- 
tration from any possible criticism or embarrassment, on my ac- 
count, in the approaching canvass, by retiring from my place at 
the head of the Navy Department. I therefore beg that you will 
approve my resignation, which is hereby tendered. 

70 It is probable that the sketch referred to is the campaign biography of Graham 
which appeared in the Washington Signal, July 10, 1852, quoted from the New 
York Journal of Commerce. 

"From the Washington Signal, July 31, 1852. 
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Be assured, Mr. President, that I take leave of you and my col- 
leagues at the Council Board, with whom I have labored in har- 
mony for the past two years, with sensations of deep regret; that 
I shall cherish the liveliest interest for the fame and success of 
your Administration during the residue of your term; and that I 
shall ever bear my testimony to the disinterested devotion, pa- 
triotism, and ability with which you have given your faculties to 
the consolidation of the Union, and the interest, honor, and re- 
nown of the whole country. 

With considerations of the sincerest respect and esteem, I am, 
very faithfully, your obedient servant, 

Will. A. Graham. 

From Charles H. Ladd. U. 

Portsmouth, 

New Hampshire, 

June 28th., 1852. 

Allow me to express to you my very sincere and hearty congra- 
tulations on the result of the recent Convention at Baltimore, 
and particularly at the nomination of yourself for the office of 
Vice-President of the United States. 

Apart from the feeling of gratification I experience in having 
one, to whose interests I am attached by a strong sense of personal 
obligation, brought forward for an office, second only to the 
highest in the gift of the People, I have the satisfaction of believ- 
ing that your name adds greatly to the strength of the Whig 
Ticket. Since the announcement of the nominations, I have had 
many opportunities of learning the sentiments of leading Whigs, 
both in this section and in Massachusetts, where the preference 
was almost unanimous for Mr. Webster, and where it cannot be 
denied that the feeling of disappointment at the course of events 
is deep and bitter. The evil effects of this feeling, were an unpop- 
ular name associated with that of Gen'l Scott, could hardly be 
estimated; but everywhere, without exception, I have been grati- 
fied by hearing expressions of great satisfaction at your nomina- 
tion, and of confidence that it will prove a tower of strength to 
the Whig cause. I have letters, too, from strong and influential 
Whig friends at the South, who say that it secures their hearty 
support to the Ticket. 
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For myself, allow me to say, that your name has furnished me 
with motives for effort which no other could have given, and in 
full faith that our cause is destined to a glorious triumph. 

From Henry L. Scott18 U. 

Washington, 

June 28th., [1852.] 

The General begs me to say, that he finds it impossible to get 
a copy of his letter of acceptance, etc., ready for the Telegraph 
newspaper of this Evening, but that it will appear in the Intelli- 
gencer, and Republic tomorrow morning. 

Very truly yours, 

To_ ™ A. 

Washington, 

June 29th, 1852. 

Some time has elapsed since I last wrote you, and perhaps I 
should have deferred it longer, but that my thoughts are again 
directed towards home. 

You have no doubt heard the result of the deliberations of the 
Whig Convention, and that I have been nominated for the office 
of Vice-President. My preference, you know, was in favor of Mr. 
Fillmore, as the Candidate for the Presidency, and without a dis- 
tinct declaration of principles, and an approval of the course of 
his administration, I could not have permitted my humble name 
to be placed on any other ticket. After that declaration was made, 
it became a matter of calculation who was the Candidate most 
acceptable to the Country. With General Scott my relations have 
ever been of the kindest character, though before this nomina- 
tion, I have never exchanged a word with him on the Presidential 
question. He is, however, a true Whig, and has ever stood out 
boldly for our principles for the last twenty years. He has a large 

78 Henry L. Scott (1814-1888), a native of North Carolina and a graduate of 
West Point. He served in the Seminole War, was an aide to General Scott, 1842- 
1848, and chief of staff, 1847-1848. He was a lieutenant colonel by brevet. He mar- 
ried a daughter of General Scott. 

79 From a copy in Graham's writing. No clue has been found as to whom it was 
written. 
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body of friends, who have been advocating his nomination since 
1836, and is unquestionably stronger than any other man of the 
party among the masses in all the most populous States. 

It has been sought, and doubtless it will be one of the points 
in the canvass at the South, to identify him with abolitionism— 
This is grossly false. 

Happening to take lodgings at the same Hotel with him, on 
my arrival here, on the day of the rejection of the "Omnibus 
Bill" as it was called, 31st. July 1850, and finding him acting as 
Secretary of War, I had with him much familiar and intimate 
intercourse. No one more deeply felt the importance of the crisis, 
or cooperated with us more efficiently in procuring the passage 
of the Compromise measures, or rejoiced more heartily in the 
settlement thereby made. And it is surprizing, as well as amusing, 
to see men who opposed these measures at that time, and con- 
tinued their opposition untill they were found to be approved by 
the Country, and then gave a reluctant assent, to see such men 
now making outcry against him, on the ground that he will be 
unfaithful to the Compromise—I believe it is true, that the Whig 
portion of the Abolition party preferred him (as Wilmot, Van 
Buren, Dix, etc., preferred Pierce, and will sustain him) but they 
are but a fraction of his Northern supporters, and can't exercise 
any control over him. 

From George C. Clark. U. 

Rushville, 

Indiana, 

June 30th., 1852. 

Under present circumstances, you will please excuse the liberty 
taken by one of your warmest friends, and most enthusiastic ad- 
mirers. 

I shall, in the present campaign, use all of my humble abilities, 
both on the stump and elsewhere, to secure the success of "Glor- 
ious Old Whiggery," and being a devoted North Carolinian, I am 
frequently called upon to make speeches for Graham, and to tell 
them something about Graham. The Newspaper accounts here 
of you, are to some unsatisfactory. I write to request, if not trou- 
bling you too much, that you will write me a few facts relative to 
your political history, and any others that you may please. Of 
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course I shall not parade you before the public as authority, in 
an improper manner. But if I have the facts from undoubted 
authority, I can state them as such with confidence. 

I have no Documents of the 27th. Congress, for I was then in 
N. Carolina. Are there any votes of yours recorded on the subject 
of Western Rivers and Harbors? Or anything favorable to the 
West? Or internal improvements of any kind? Or any other sub- 
ject that we can make capital out of? If so, will you state what 
they are, or send me the documents containing them? I am not 
quizzing you for your sentiments, for let your votes be as they 
may, I shall make what capital I can out of them, for I speak to 
you not in the language of adulation, or flattery, but sincerely 
and confidentially, as if communing with my own soul, when I 
say that I can enter into a Canvass with more real heartfelt en- 
thusiasm in support of you, for any office within the gift of the 
people, than any other man in America. One of our State Elec- 
tors, P. A. Hackleman, Esqr., resides in this place, and if you can 
forward to me any documents or statements, that can be of any 
advantage in the Canvass, you may rest assured they shall be used 
to the very best advantage. 

You may not recollect me. I read law with my maternal Uncle, 
George C. Mendenhall, Esqr., of Guilford County, N. C, and 
commenced the practice in N. C. in 1843, and was to some extent 
acquainted with you at Greensboro', where I bade you adieu in 
1844 at the last Court I attended in N. C. You were at the time 
sick at Mrs. Moring's. 

I am settled in this place where I located in Oct. 1844, and am 
doing well enough at the practice of Law. I have not heretofore 
mingled to. any very great extent in political strife. But when 
your name is before the people, and from the "Good old North 
State," at that, it arouses every energy of my soul. If you are will- 
ing to give me the date and place of your birth, or any incident 
in your early life that may be interesting, I will thank you very 
much. 

If present indications are any foreshadowing of the future, we 
think we shall carry Indiana, Democratic as she has been. We 
hold a Grand Mass Meeting at this place on the 10th. of July— 
if I could have a sketch of your life by that time, I should be un- 
der lasting obligations. 

With the most ardent Hopes of your success. 
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From Millard Fillmore*® U. 

Executive Mansion, 

Washington City, 

June 30th., 1852. 

I received last evening, with unfeigned regret, your letter of 
the 28th. inst., tendering your resignation as Secretary of the 
Navy. Our official intercourse has been so intimate, and so en- 
tirely harmonious, that it seems like parting with one of my own 
family to lose you from the Council Board, and I am quite sure 
that every member of the Cabinet will share with me in this feel- 
ing. 

I owe you many thanks for the able, faithful, and impartial 
manner in which you have administered your Department; and 
I take this occasion to say that your official conduct has, at all 
times, met my entire approval. 

I appreciate most fully, the high sense of delicacy and propriety 
on your part, which induces you to separate from the Administra- 
tion at this time, lest it might be embarrassed by your connexion 
with it in the coming contest. I cannot regret the cause which 
compels you to this act, however I may regret the act itself. It 
would have been gratifying to me if the constitutional advisers 
with whom I commenced my Administration, and who have acted 
so cordially together, could have remained a unit in person and 
sentiment until its close. But fate, and the sovreign people have 
ordered otherwise. I yield to the necessity of the case, and shall, 
but not without great reluctance, comply with your request by 
accepting your resignation as soon as I can find a successor to 
supply your place. 

Hoping that the country may appreciate your merits, as I have 
done, and reward you accordingly, 

I remain, your sincere friend, 

Millard Fillmore. 
80 From the Washington Signal, July 31, 1852. 
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From Frederick Nash. U. 

Raleigh, 

[June, 1852.] 

Will you permit an old friend to offer you his sincere congratu- 
lations? Among the many who rejoice in the honour conferred 
upon you, believe me, there is not one who does so more sincerely 
than I do. I have known you, I may say, from your boy-hood, and 
with deep interest have watched your progress. You have at length 
reached the foot of the throne, may nothing prevent your attain- 
ing that crowning position, the first citizen of this great Republic. 

In this place, and thro'out the State, as far as I can learn, there 
is but one feeling on the subject of your nomination, a feeling of 
pride, that a son & citizen of the old North State, has been so 
honoured. We hold our heads higher than we did, and even the 
Locos, I believe, in their hearts so feel. Sneers and inuendos are 
lavished upon Gen'l Scott, not a word has yet been whispered 
against the nominee for the Vice-Presidency. But I have no doubt, 
before the Canvass is over, it will be discovered you have managed 
the affairs of the Navy in some improper manner. Your nomina- 
tion will operate most strongly upon the election in this State. It 
will carry many to the polls, and cause many to vote for Gen'l 
Scott, who otherwise would not. But all this you have doubtless 
heard from many others, whose opinions upon such subjects are 
much more worthy of your attention than mine. I can only tell 
you what I, myself, feel, and those who are connected with me, 
and what is said by those with whom I am surrounded. 

I will not take up more of your time. I know your public 
duties require it all. 

From Frederick Nash. U. 

Friday morning. 

When I took the liberty of asking for your Dagurriotype, it 
was from the desire to have on my centre table the likeness of 
one whom it was, and has been, my pleasure to number among 
my friends. I cannot sufficiently thank you for the splendid article 
you have sent me. The likeness is admirable, the setting beauti- 
ful. To me, and to those who are [to] come after me, it will ever 
be a gratifying memento of the kindness of one whose friendship 
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[has]  been felt and fully appreciated. I should have acknowl- 
edged the favour sooner, but for your absence from home. 

Respectfully & sincerely your friend, 

From Arthur F. Hopkins. U. 

Jackson, 

Mississippi, 

July 1st., 1852. 

Your letter of the 16th. of March I answered the 6th. of April 
last. The Union Whigs of Alabama, who were restrained by the 
course they had previously advocated and committed themselves 
to, from uniting in the appointment of delegates to the National 
Whig Convention, encouraged, with few exceptions, rather than 
opposed, those who did select the representatives of our party in 
that body. 

I was delighted to learn that all the delegates from the Slave- 
holding States, except those from Delaware, & one or two from 
Virginia, voted for the nomination of Mr. Fillmore. The delegates 
included in the exceptions I have mentioned, were a full repre- 
sentation of all the Whigs in these States, who did not prefer Mr. 
Fillmore to any other man. 

The opinion among the Whigs of the South West is nearly 
unanimous that this administration has been the wisest, most 
patriotic, since Washington's, & this opinion not more honorable 
than just to the President & the members of his Cabinet, is held 
also by many of the democrats in the same section of the Union. 
Our preference for Mr. Fillmore was strong because it was found- 
ed upon experience—on our knowledge of his integrity & patrio- 
tism, his ability & wisdom, his devotion to the Constitution & the 
Union, and to the rights and interests of every part of it. Our dis- 
appointment, therefore, has been deeply felt. 

I left Mobile for Cooper's Wells & my plantation near this 
place, the 24th. inst. The news of the nomination was received 
there two days before. It gives me pleasure to state, that no nomi- 
nation for the Vice Presidency could have given more general & 
perfect satisfaction than the one which was made. I congratulate 
you upon the recognition by the great Whig party of your claims 
to this high honor, which I hope the American people will confer 
upon you. 
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Our nominee for the Presidency as a great General, is the pride 
of the Nation, & no one admires him more, for his unsurpassed 
military achievements than I do. I never doubted his patriotism, 
& believed he was intelligent & able, a National Whig, and in 
favor of the Compromise, & the maintenance of it. I avowed my 
determination to support Gen'l Scott as soon after I heard of his 
nomination as I had the heart to feel a desire for the election of 
any other man than Mr. Fillmore. 

The substance of the platform adopted by the Whig Conven- 
tion was known at Mobile before I left that City, & gave entire 
satisfaction. The adoption of it before the nominations were 
made & the small minority opposed to it, were considered as proofs 
of the recovery of the Whig party of its National and Conserva- 
tive character. It was understood, also, that Gen'l Scott had ex- 
pressed his full concurrence in the platform. These facts will, 
soon after they shall become known to all, bring, as I believe, 
nearly all the Whigs of the South into the support of the Whig 
Candidates. If Gen'l Scott's determination to write no letter in 
favor of the Compromise intended for the public, had been ap- 
proved by the Southern Whigs, there would be no hesitation on 
the part of any to give him their support. The Whigs of Mobile 
intended to have a ratification meeting immediately after the re- 
turn of some of the delegates. At Vicksburg I learned there had 
been a large & enthusiastic meeting of this kind, in that City last 
Saturday evening. 

I concur in the opinion which you expressed in your letter to 
me, that Gen'l Scott would be a safer depository of the Executive 
power than any democrat in the land. Such, I hope, is, or soon 
will be, the opinion of the whole Whig party. Whigs must prefer 
him to Gen'l Pierce, whose "merit is a mystery." The nomination 
of a citizen comparatively unknown for the highest office, is the 
effect doubtless, of the anti-democratic, two thirds rule of our op- 
ponents. The rule presents a temptation to third rate men to 
prevent the nomination of a great one, & by a combination which 
they can form, secure the honor to one of their own grade of in- 
tellect, from whom, in the event of his success, they expect the 
high offices of the Country in return for having made his political 
fortune out of nothing. I am proud of the exemption of our party 
from the guilt of political idolatry. We do honor, in our nomina- 
tions, to the greatness which is the gift of God, & not to that 
which requires the impress of the seal of office, & can be the con- 
sequence only, of the possession of the power & patronage which 
men bestow. 
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Most of the Whigs I have seen are confident of the election of 
our candidates. Of the slave-holding States, Maryland, Kentucky, 
Delaware, Tennessee, North Carolina, & Louisiana will certainly, 
& Georgia probably, support our ticket. 

It would give me pleasure to hear from you when you have 
leisure to write, & learn your opinion of the prospects for success. 
I intend to remain with my family at my plantation & Cooper's 
Wells during the hot season. My address is, & will be, Jackson, 
Mississippi 'till October next. Should anything occur here during 
the Canvass which would probably interest you, I would com- 
municate it to you, if you desire it. 

From David A. Bokee. U. 

New York, 

July 2nd., 1852. 
Private. 

The letter herewith I hope will not be misunderstood.—I trust 
you will not deem it unfit to communicate it to Gen'l Scott, as I 
can most sincerely assure you, much good will result, should you 
be able, even if it be in general terms, to write me that the fears 
of our friends are unfounded, and that the General will support 
and sustain Mr. F's friends, in the event of success. If you can 
thus to me, as coming from the General, I will take good care 
not to compromise any interest, and will see that great good re- 
sults. 

Do come this way, indeed you owe us a visit on your own 
account. 

[Enclosure] 

From D. A. Bokee. 

New York, 

July 2nd., 1852. 

I was so indisposed after my return from Baltimore, as to be 
unable to see you, which I regreted the more, as I felt a confer- 
ence with you might enable me to be of some little service to the 
good cause, on my return home. 

You, who have been so well informed as to my views and feel- 
ings on certain subjects, need not be told how deeply I felt the 
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failure to nominate Mr. Fillmore; mine was not alone a political, 
but was a personal attachment. For General Scott I could not feel 
other than every American should feel, the warmest gratitude for 
the services rendered by him to the Country; as a Whig, I never 
doubted his conservatism, but I confess, when looking around me, 
and seeing, as all must have seen, that his warmest advocates were 
those who had made every effort to continue the agitation which 
so long had distracted the Country, (and some of whom even 
now, repudiate the platform adopted by the Convention) and 
that so many belonged to my own State;—men who did not hesitate 
to avow their determination to use all their influence in the event 
of success, to ostracise every national Whig from New York,—I 
say, when I saw all this, I feared General Scott, not from inten- 
tion, but from bad influences, and a misunderstanding as to our 
position, might be led to abandon those who were really his best 
friends, and thereby gratify the malignity of those whose only 
claim was founded on professions. 

I find, since my return home, that the great mass of our Mer- 
chants, and of the quiet, law-abiding people, entertain the opinion 
that, in the event of success, your Weeds, your Greelys, and others 
of that ilk, will have a predominating influence in the event of 
Gen'l Scott's success, and that opinion is founded upon the course 
adopted by the papers controlled by such men, and the boasts of 
others who were connected with the Convention, for instance, 
the delegate from Brooklyn does not hesitate to avow that he 
speaks by authority when he says, every man in Government em- 
ploy in the City of New York and vicinity, from the highest to 
the lowest, will receive their dismissal should Gen'l Scott be 
elected. This certainly is not the way to conciliate, not that the 
principal officials will be influenced by such threats, for there is 
not one who will not willingly resign, if by so doing any good 
will result, but it operates upon the great mass of office holders, 
and has an effect upon the Conservative portion of the Com- 
munity. 

All our papers endorse the nominations, but in this State, news- 
papers have ceased to be potent. The people are intelligent, & 
judge for themselves, and I would it could be so managed, that, in 
a quiet way, some assurance could be given Mr. Fillmore's friends, 
that his influence shall not be overshadowed in N. York State. 
The style of Mr. Seward's letters favor the impression that he is 
to reign "lord paramount," and even certain portions of Gen'l 
Scott's letter of acceptance are refer'd to by Mr. Seward's friends, 
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as evidence that he is not only consulted, but even prepares the 
General's documents, an imputation I resent as an indignity to 
our Candidate. 

It is not for me to suggest, but I will take occasion to say, that 
if you can communicate to me the fact, that the General will dis- 
regard all these ultra influences, and adhere only to the conserva- 
tive portion of our party, that in New York, Mr. Fillmore's 
friends shall be regarded as entitled to influence and considera- 
tion, I will use such information discreetly, and, with it, can do 
much, very much, to reconcile every interest, fill the Military 
chest, and be ready for decided and successful action. 

Will you permit me to urge you to visit this region ere you go 
South? Will you come on, and make my house your head quar- 
ters? I would in any event, should you come this way, insist upon 
your giving me at least one day, that is to say, the morning, to 
show you round the Navy Yard, & Brooklyn, to visit Greenwood 
Cemetary, dine at Fort Hamilton, & for a reception at my house 
in the evening. Do think favorably of this, and please me so far 
as to write you will come. 

From Hugh Waddell, John W. Norwood, and Henry K. Nash. 
U. 

Hillsborough, 

July 5th., 1852. 
Sir! 

At a meeting of your friends and neighbours recently, which 
took place with the view of offering you some testimonial of their 
high respect, & after a career full of honor and usefulness, to bid 
you a proud and hearty "welcome home," the undersigned were 
appointed a Committee to ascertain when you will probably reach 
this place. We are pleased to have been made the medium of such 
a communication, and with renewed assurances of our constant 
esteem, we respectfully ask that you will advise us at what time 
we may hope to take you once more by the hand. 

With the most abiding confidence that we shall soon hail you 
as the Second Officer of the American People, we are most truly 
y'r friends and servants, 
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To John Barnett.81 U. 

Washington City, 

July 6th, 1852. 

The delegates from North Carolina in the late Whig Conven- 
tion having thought proper to propose my name for the Vice 
Presidency, and the proposition having been unanimously con- 
curred in by that body, I naturally feel great solicitude for the 
success of the ticket in our own State. To render it successful 
there, it is all important that we elect our candidate for Governor, 
and a majority of the Legislature, in August. Such a result is in- 
deed of the greatest importance on other accounts, but if we 
succeed then, the effect will be a most happy one throughout the 
Union, and will in a great measure determine the Presidential 
election. 

It will, moreover, give the State a more elevated position than 
she has ever occupied as a member of the Union. 

I therefore take the liberty to express to you the hope that our 
friends will spare no honorable exertions to sustain our candi- 
dates for Governor, and the General Assembly. 

The nomination of Gen'l Scott has struck our adversaries with 
alarm. In the South he will be zealously assailed on pretence of 
hostility to slavery and the Compromise. 

He was Acting Secretary of War when I entered the Cabinet 
of Mr. Fillmore, and lodging at the same hotel, I was much in 
his company, when the fate of these measures being in doubt, no 
man here was more their advocate, none exerted himself more 
actively to procure votes in Congress in their favor, or rejoiced 
more heartily over the settlement when it was effected, and it is 
to me amusing to see men who opposed these measures and at 
the eleventh hour were forced to acquiesce in them or be over- 
whelmed by public sentiment now charging him with unfaithful- 
ness to the Compromise. 

You will doubtless see a manifesto recently issued by certain 
members of Congress from Georgia and other States, taking ex- 
ception to Gen'l Scott's letter of acceptance. When it is recollected 
that these Gentlemen were not satisfied with Mr. Fillmore's ad- 
ministration after he had approved the Compromise Measures, 
and issued orders to execute the Fugitive Slave law by military 
force, but favored a Union party to effect ostensibly the same 

From a copy in Graham's writing. 
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object, it is not surprising that they are dissatisfied with any Whig 
Candidate. They were against holding a Whig Convention at all, 
and wished a Third Party to preserve their personal consistency. 

You are no doubt aware that I preferred Mr. Fillmore as our 
candidate. Gen'l Scott approved his administration, and, if 
elected, will carry on the Government on the same principles. He 
is too national, too enlarged a Statesman to yield to any factions, 
or sectional views. 

I have not time to enlarge, but have taken the liberty of a 
friend in comunicating to you my opinions in reference to the 
importance of the coming election in the State. 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Raleigh, 

July 6th., 1852. 
(Private) 

Your letter of the 27th. ult. reached me in the midst of our 
Commencement exercises, and, as it contained nothing rendering 
an early reply necessary, was put aside to await an hour of leisure. 

You mentioned then that the City was "full of delegates to the 
Democratic Convention, and the welkin rings with the agitation 
of the Presidential question. But all is uncertainty as to the candi- 
date of either party." What was exceedingly uncertain then, is 
absolutely certain now—but the end is not yet, and I confess I 
not only feel great solicitude, but a good deal of doubt, about re- 
sults in our native State. Scott & Graham are, in my opinion, 
stronger than our gubernatorial candidate, and must succeed, if 
these prospects shall not be blighted by his failure. Kerr seems to 
conduct the canvass with skill, ability, and tact, and throughout 
the East and the center has created a most favorable impression. 
His opposition, however, to any change in the basis of representa- 
tion, and his advocacy of the principle of distribution of the com- 
mon school fund, will, I fear, cost him many votes in the extreme 
West. 

Judge Battle, who held a special Court in Mecklenburg last 
week, wrote me by Saturday's mail, that he had advices from 
Buncombe, assuring him that the tide was turning, and that all 
would be well. Other advices, by the same mail, I am sorry to say, 
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speak a different language. Mr. Z. B. Vance,82 an ardent and in- 
telligent young Whig, writes that Kerr is a dead weight upon the 
necks of his friends, that a recent debauch of Erwin's83 may secure 
Woodfin, that Fagg may be elected, but that he fears that opposi- 
tion to the sons of Temperance may enable Coleman84 to triumph 
over Lowrey.85 I take the Asheville News to be the organ of 
Clingman & Erwin, and to be decidedly opposed to the Whigs in 
every thing. There are painful rumors afloat here, in relation to 
Caldwell86. Is it true that he will not support the Scott ticket? I 
cannot suppose so. Is there to be no overt act upon the part of 
Clingman, or are his views to be inferred merely from the course 
of his friends at home? 

I understand that you are about to resign your department. 
Will not business connected with your brother's estate, render 
it necessary to visit Lincoln between this and the election? I mean 
the August election. 

I came down here yesterday. S. F. Phillips and W. A. Thomp- 
son took the field that morning, I think under favorable auspices, 
although the former is a son of Temperance. 

TT "Jr "W" *W ^p 

Sickness in my family, and business engagements have confined 
me during the entire vacation at Chapel Hill. Hillsboro', Pitts- 
boro', Raleigh and Chapel Hill have all been unhealthy recently. 

^Zebulon Baird Vance (1830-1894), of Buncombe County, spent a year at the 
University and became a lawyer. A powerful campaigner, he was elected county 
solicitor immediately, was a Member of the Commons, 1854-1856, and a Whig 
Member of Congress, 1857-1861. Resigning, he raised a company, but was almost 
at once elected colonel of the Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment. He was 
Governor, 1862-1865, spent some time in Old Capitol prison, and then practiced 
law in Charlotte. He declined the Conservative nomination for Governor in 
1868, was elected United States Senator in 1870, but, on account of disabilities, 
was not seated, and finally resigned. He was elected Governor in 1876, and was 
United States Senator, 1879-1894. His personality, combined with his record as 
war Governor, gave him power with the people of the State not possessed by any 
other man in the State's history. 

83 Marcus Erwin (1826-1881), of Buncombe, a native of Burke County, a grad- 
uate of Transylvania, who, after residence in New Orleans and Texas, was a 
soldier in the Mexican War. He then returned to North Carolina, studied law, 
was editor of the Asheville News, solicitor, Member of the Commons, 1850-1852, 
1856-1858, and of the Senate, 1860-1862. He was a secessionist, and was a Con- 
federate major. 

84 David Coleman (1824-1883), of Buncombe County, a graduate of Annapolis, who 
resigned from the navy in 1850, and became a lawyer. He was state Senator, 1854- 
1858. He was colonel of the Thirty-ninth North Carolina Regiment in the Civil 
War, and a member of the Convention of 1875. He was a nephew of David L. 
Swain. 

85 James M. Lowry (or Lowrie) (d. 1857), of Buncombe County, was a Member 
of the Commons, 1815-1816, 1852, and of the council of state, 1844-1846. He was 
a half brother of David L. Swain. 

86 Tod R. Caldwell, of Morganton. 
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Pneumonia in the Spring, and dysentary in the summer. We have 
suffered less at the Univ. than they have in either of the other 
places, and are now comparatively free from disease. 

The annual meeting of the stock-holders in the N. C. Rail 
Road Company is to take place on Thursday, and I am here for 
the purpose of attending it. I have as yet seen no person but J. F. 
Taylor,87 a very ardent Scott & Graham man, and it is from him 
I learn, that doubts are entertained in relation to Caldwell's 
course. 

From W. H. Jones. U. 

Bank of Cape Fear, 

Raleigh, 

July 6th, 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

I send you a specimen of Locofoco tactics in our State. The 
knowing ones say Kerr will be elected by a large vote, & I believe 
it, & that Scott & Graham will receive the vote of the State in 
Nov'r. 

Your nomination is rec'd with remarkable manifestations of 
delight, & has caused many foolish Whigs to agree to vote for the 
nominees, they seeming not to regard themselves under any ob- 
ligations to abide the decision of the Convention, so we are 
doubly fortunate in having you on our Ticket— 

[Clipping enclosed.] 

POSTCRIPT! ! 

Since the Register went to press this (Tuesday) morning, the 
"Raleigh Standard" has appeared, containing a most gross perver- 
sion and false representation of the debate between Messrs. Reid 
and Kerr, at Greensboro*, on the 29th. ult., and of the position 
assumed by the latter. We stop the press to nip this falsehood in 
the bud. 

We are authorized by several gentlemen, of the highest inte- 
grity, and most unassailable veracity, now in this City, to pro- 

87 James Fauntleroy Taylor   (1821-1903), a graduate of  the  University,  was  a 
well-known citizen of Raleigh. 
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nounce the statement of the "Standard's" Correspondent to be 
a wilful and corrupt perversion of the facts—and also to state that 
Mr. Kerr assumed precisely the same positions that he has uni- 
formly occupied elsewhere, and as heretofore reported in this 
paper. 

We would advise our readers generally, to be on their guard 
against all such locofoco slanders. The game of falsehood has 
already commenced, and if Lying can defeat John Kerr, it is to 
be done. Forewarned, let our friends be forearmed! 

Comment and particulars in our next. 

From John S. Gallaher. U. 

Washington, 

July 7th., 1852. 
(Private.) 

You know the public feel great anxiety in reference to your 
successor. 

Among the speculations afloat, one is, that Maryland is to have 
the honor. If this be so, the name of Gen. John G. Chapman, 
President of the National Whig Convention, has occurred to my 
mind. 

I feel assured you will pardon me for obtruding my own 
thoughts upon a subject of so much importance. 

Gen. Chapman's fine capacity, and urbane manners, would 
soon render him a favorite. 

From Robert B. Gilliam. A. 

Oxford, N. C, 

July 8th, 1852. 

I see it stated in the papers, that you have resigned the Navy 
Department, and will shortly return home. If you determine to 
take Oxford in your route, I shall be glad to know within a day 
or two the time of your passing through, that I may take care not 
to be out of the way. 

And to make this request is the chief object of this letter. I 
know that you are aware of my feelings in regard to your politi- 
cal elevation, and on that account I did not think proper to 
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trouble you with any note of congratulation upon your nomina- 
tion. In relation to that indeed, I am happy to say there is the 
most perfect unanimity with the whole Whig party in N. Caro- 
lina, as far as I have heard, and I wish most earnestly, that the 
same unanimity existed in regard to the nomination of your col- 
league on the ticket. 

In regard to the feeling towards Gen'l Scott, you will receive 
from your friends in Raleigh more reliable information than any 
I can give, but in this County the nomination is not received with 
the cordiality which is the usual presage of victory. The party 
will generally support him, though there are a few who declare 
their determination not to do it. I adhere to the opinion which I 
expressed before the nomination, and that is, that nothing but 
your association with him can carry the State of North Carolina 
in the presidential election, and I have the greatest apprehensions, 
that even with the aid of your name, he shall fail to carry the 
legislature. Kerr's prospects are brightening and I am inclined 
to think that he will succeed in his election. 

But I did not commence this letter with a view to political 
speculations, and I will conclude it, by repeating the request that 
you will inform me in advance of the time of your arrival. 

From Charles L. Hinton. A. 

Raleigh, 

July 9th, 1852. 

Yours of the 5th. was rec'd in time for me to use the proxy at 
our Rail Road meeting which was numerously attended by the 
Stockholders—who have just adjourned. 

The meeting was one of interest; showing (as I believe) that 
the business is well managed and the work progressing with a 
rapidity unprecedented in any similiar undertaking in the U. S. 

Some of the undertakers have completed their contracts, and I 
presume in twelve months from this time its entire length will 
be graded. No change is made on the President and Directory. 

Our Supreme Court is now in Session, we have Lawyers and 
rail road men from Hartford & Washington as far up the Country 
as Cabarrus, tho' we have had two days of business I have availed 
myself of every opportunity to inquire into our political prospects. 
Kerr has made a very favourable impression in the East, and will 
get the Whig strength and influence in that direction. 



346 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

I am sorry to say that accounts are not as favourable in the 
Ashville district; the Ashville News, as you have probably seen, 
is out against him, and there is a report (that wants confirma- 
tion) that Woodfin is also against him, if so, we can't feel sanguine 
of success. In every other section we have received the most fa- 
vourable accounts. 

With regard to the Presidential question, in this State the 
Whigs are in fine spirits, some few, but very few, are backward 
in coming in, but I have no doubt will all do so shortly. Your 
name has added strength to it, even beyond what I had calculated, 
I know of very many who would have been, if not opposed, at 
least lukewarm and indifferent as to Gen'l Scott who are now 
disposed to use every effort. 

You know I was very unwilling that he should be the nominee. 
Mr. Fillmore was my decided choice, but I can't see in what par- 
ticular Gen'l Pearce88 can be considered the Superior of Gen'l 
Scott, or why any Whig should give him the preference unless he 
wishes to join the Democratic ranks. I stand ready to do any thing 
in my power to advance the ticket. I must congratulate you, and 
do so most sincerely, upon your position before the Country; no 
friend feels it more than I do, or is willing to use greater efforts 
for your success; You say you will write me in a few days, I shall 
be very much pleased at all times to hear from you, and if you 
can make any suggestions by which the cause can be advanced, 
I should be pleased to receive them. 

Should you pass through this place on your return, be pleased 
to write me, some week or ten days before, at what time you ex- 
pect to be here. 

From James D. Johnston.89 U. 

National Observatory, 

Washington, 

July 9th., 1852. 

Your resignation of the office of Secretary of the Navy, removes 
the only objection which has hitherto existed in my mind, to ad- 
dressing you on the subject of a proposition which has recently 

88 Franklin Pierce, who had just been nominated by the Democrats for President. 
88 James  D.  Johnston,  of  Kentucky,  who  entered   the   navy  in   1832,   and  was 

promoted to lieutenant in 1843. He resigned in 1861. 
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been presented to my mind, the object of which is, to secure the 
practical effect of a "Retired List" for the Navy. 

My position in the service, as well as my humble pretensions 
as an individual, render it extremely repugnant to my feelings 
to appear in the character of a "reformer;'* but I am so forcibly 
impressed with the value and practicability of the suggestion to 
which I desire to call your attention, that I cannot permit a senti- 
ment of diffidence to restrain the expression of an honest convic- 
tion which will, if duly prosecuted, operate so beneficially upon 
the service of which I am a member. 

The prominent position which you so justly occupy as a States- 
man, and the commanding influence you are thereby enabled to 
exert over a large number of the legislators of the country, to- 
gether with my firm conviction of the sincerity of your friendly 
regard for the Navy, as one of its institutions, must serve as my 
only excuses for troubling you with this communication. 

Many of the most important laws for the government of the 
Navy, that have been passed by Congress during the last few 
years, have been introduced in the form of provisos to the appro- 
priation bills; and it has struck me that if this method could be 
adopted, in relation to a retired list, it would meet with less op- 
position than has generally been shown to the bills wThich have 
been introduced in Congress on this subject. 

The following is the proviso I would respectfully suggest: 
Provided, That hereafter, when any officer of the Navy shall, 

after a careful investigation by a board of officers of his own grade, 
of his merits and qualifications, be placed on furlough by the 
Navy Department; the vacancy thereby created on the list of ac- 
tive officers, as established by the law of January, 1842, shall be 
filled by the promotion of an officer of the next grade below him 
in rank. 

This would relieve members of Congress from the imputation 
of voting for a 'Tension list" for the Navy, about which many of 
them have patriotic scruples, and would, at the same time, relieve 
the Secretary of the Navy from the entire responsibility of placing 
an officer on perpetual furlough. The other features of its opera- 
tion will present themselves to your experienced mind at once. 

If you should consider this suggestion worthy of your attention 
and support, I should feel highly honored, and as one of those 
whose gloomy prospects of professional advancement render them 
almost hopeless, I should be forever indebted to your generous 
kindness. 
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Permit me, Sir, to offer you my heartfelt congratulations upon 
your nomination to the high office of Vice President of the U. 
States, and to assure you of my sincere wishes for your election; 
while I cannot avoid a deep feeling of regret at your having re- 
signed the control of the Navy Department. 

I have the honor to be, 
With the highest respect, 

Your ob't Serv't 
Lt. U. S. N. 

To Hugh Waddell, John W. Norwood, and Henry K. Nash. U. 

Washington, 

July 9th., 1852. 
Gentlemen: 

I acknowledge with sincere pleasure, your favor of the 5th. inst., 
inquiring, in the name of my friends and neighbors, when I may 
be expected at home, with a view to offer me some manifestation 
of friendly regard, and of welcome. To be thus remembered by 
those among whom much of my youth, and all my manhood has 
been passed, who encouraged my early aspirations, and whose 
generous confidence & esteem has been a support and a consola- 
tion in all the trials of life, inspires me with emotions which it is 
difficult to express. I beg, however, to assure our entire commun- 
ity that neither time nor separation, nor honorable and laborious 
employment in public station, has abated my local attachments, 
nor weakened any of the ties which bind me to it, and that when 
the vacant house shall have received its occupants, I shall be again 
ready to extend the cordial welcome that I have never failed to 
receive from each of them. 

My public functions have not yet ceased, and my domestic af- 
fairs requiring some arrangements preparatory to the removal of 
my family, I am unable to state with precision the time at which 
my arrival may be expected; I hope, however, by the last of this 
month. 

For the expression of your own personal kindness and good 
wishes, of the sincerity of which I have experienced so many 
proofs, I offer my heartfelt acknowledgements and remain 

Very truly and faithfully, 
Your Friend. 

W. A. Graham. 
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Campaign Biographical Sketch.90 

HON. WILLIAM A. GRAHAM. 

The honorable William A. Graham, the present Whig nominee 
for Vice President of the United States, is a native of Lincolnton, 
in Lincoln county, one of the western shires of North Carolina, 
and is descended from a highly respectable and ancient revolu- 
tionary stock. About the year 1824 or 1825 he graduated with 
distinction at the university of his native State, located at Chapel 
Hill, in Orange county. The late James K. Polk was educated at 
the same institution. Mr. Graham completed his collegiate term 
when scarcely more than in his eighteenth summer, and at that 
early period gave decided presages of a brilliant future. 

He very soon embarked in political life, but turned his atten- 
tion chiefly to the study of law. In both pursuits he was successful, 
winning his way to public consideration, not by any covert or 
skilful arts of management or intrigue, but by diligence, faith- 
fulness, close application to business, an honest ambition, and ir- 
reproachable steadiness of character. He has never sought pre- 
ferment, but has uniformly shown himself endowed with those 
qualities and capabilities which are almost always sure to acquire 
it. On several occasions he represented one or another county in 
the legislature of North Carolina, and was elected to the speaker- 
ship. Subsequently, he filled the office of Governor of the State, 
with credit to himself and satisfaction to his constituents. Upon 
the completion of this duty, he was appointed to a vacancy in the 
Senate of the United States. At present he fills with ability the 
post of the Secretary of the Navy. Gen. Taylor tendered him the 
unsolicited offer of ministerial representative of the Court of 
Madrid, which he prudently declined. He is not easily seduced 
by the illusions of titled honors, and no one discerns more readily 
the distinction between phantoms and realities. He follows no 
dazzling lights. In independent, if not affluent, circumstances, he 
persuaded himself that the interests of a rising family did not re- 
quire that they should be brought in contact with the seductive 
allurements and expensive formalities of a foreign court. He was 
apprehensive of the malign tendencies of such strange associa- 
tions, and his conclusions were sound and rational. Such esoteric 

90 From the Washington Signal, July 10, 1852. Quoted from the New York Journal 
of Commerce. 
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influences, indeed, have often proved detrimental to other than 
youthful minds, by exciting in them a prejudicial taste of foreign 
customs and pleasures, and impairing thereby the Roman vigor 
and Spartan simplicity of republican life. Such were the appre- 
hensions entertained by Mr. Graham, and he was unwilling, from 
motives of personal aggrandizement, to hazard the interests of 
those who were committed to his charge. Considerations like 
these are not often respected by men whose ambition has once 
felt the stimulus of public promotion. 

In person, Mr. Graham is tall and slender, having a dignified 
presence, an intellectual countenance, aquiline features, a bright, 
penetrating, hazel eye, and manners prepossessing and graceful, 
but slightly reserved. He is distinguished for uprightness of char- 
acter, solidity of judgment, and cool sagacity; is eminently con- 
servative in his views and principles; and enjoys in a striking de- 
gree that sincerity of purpose, freedom from ostentation, hearty 
patriotism, and unaffected sobriety, which usually characterize 
the public men of the Old North State. 

His past career clearly prognosticates his future celebrity and 
success, and affords ample assurance that the highest trusts may 
be confided to him with safety and propriety. 

It is somewhat remarkable that Mr. Graham claims for his 
North Carolina home the quiet and secluded little town of Hills- 
borough, and that in another town of the identical name in New 
Hampshire, the Democratic Presidential nominee is said to have 
been born. There is another coincidence, much less accidental, 
but more worthy of notice, in the character and fortunes of these 
two distinguished individuals. Entertaining opposite political 
creeds, and gratified with the high political position they had 
achieved—both of them occupying seats in the United States 
Senate whilst still comparatively in their youthful prime—they 
were alike willing to lay aside the coveted robes of office, and to 
withdraw, each of them, to a small and obscure country town, 
quietly to pursue the avocations, and to practise the substantial 
virtues and duties of private citizenship. Mr. Graham did not 
resign his seat, as Mr. Pierce did, but was satisfied when the brief 
time for which he served was completed. They are both of them 
about the same age. 

Many persons will recall to mind the distrust which was origi- 
nally felt by a great many in regard to the caucus system, when 
first introduced into this country by party manoeuvre, some years 
since. It was looked upon as the cunning work of faction, and as 
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having a tendency to foster political intriguers and brawling 
demagogues, and to the unjust exclusion of meritorious men, in 
the distribution of the spoils and awards of office. But if party 
conventions shall continue to select such men of patriotism and 
merit, as they have recently preferred, they will not only be faith- 
ful representatives of the popular will, but steadfast adherents 
and supporters of the federal compact. 

The hero of a hundred battles, who is now whetting his aspira- 
tions for the attainment of the Presidential prize, could not be 
associated with a more worthy, discreet, and acceptable colleague 
than Mr. Graham. Strategy may, perhaps, be as skilfully employed 
in a political, as in a military campaign, but on this occasion it 
will hardly be called into requisition. The unbiassed instincts 
of the people will guide them in the choice of their rulers, into 
whose custody are to be placed, not only the mighty interests of 
American liberty and progress, but, collaterally, the universal 
alliance of freedom and of equal rights throughout the world. 

In a nation like this, its permanent progressive welfare and 
prosperity must depend, to a considerable extent, upon a wise and 
consistent course of legislation. And, in the event of a Whig tri- 
umph, if any "hasty plates of soup" shall be served up at the 
White House, Mr. Graham will be sure to let his allowance cool 
before he dips into it. He relishes nothing hasty, hot, or strong. 

Acton. 

From Jonathan Worth. U. 

Asheboro', 

July 12th., 1852. 

I thank you for your friendly letter of the 6th. inst. I am, as 
you know, a Whig, of the original panel, but my attachment to 
the Union is much stronger than my attachment to party, hence 
I thought both parties ought to have nominated for the Presi- 
dency and Vice Presidency those who, in the late turmoil, had 
the moral courage to breast the storm while it's issue was uncer- 
tain. 

Hence, I had decided if the democrats nominated Cass or Dick- 
enson, and the Whigs nominated any man who, though he might 
really be for the Compromise measures, was willing to avoid the 
displeasure of the extremists by suppressing his opinions. I should 
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vote for the democrat. Such, I thought, was the position of Gen'l 
Scott. I thought he was sound on the Compromise, but that he 
was willing, for the sake of the Presidency, to refrain from a pub- 
lic avowal of his position, at the instance of the abolition Whigs, 
and thereby to allow them to use his name as a means of breaking 
down Filmore & Webster. The abolition Whigs knew they could 
not nominate a man of their own stamp, with any chance of suc- 
cess, but were willing to support one who had rendered himself 
less obnoxious by having been less prominent, and who was will- 
ing to offer them the courtesy of his silence 'till after the nomina- 
tion, as a bid for their votes. He took pains that the South should 
know his real sentiments, but under color of a high sense of de- 
corum and dignity, procured the support of the abolition Whigs 
by refraining from a public avowal of his opinions through the 
press. Those were (I am sorry to say, are,) my views. 

But I did not hesitate for a moment to decide on supporting 
the nominees of the Whig Convention, in preference to that of 
the democrats. The democratic nomination was subject to all my 
objections against Scott, and would not carry out my principles, 
while the Whig nomination would. Besides, I have never doubted 
the success of the Whig nomination. I think Scott will get more 
votes than Filmore or Webster. Cherubusco, Chepultapec, Mexi- 
co, will have the charms of the battle of New-Orleans. And it has 
become a settled precedent with Whig presidents to die soon after 
their nomination, and the Whig Convention made a provision 
for that contingency, which meets my heartiest approval. I shall 
support the nomination by every fair means in my power. 

I formed my opinion of Filmore while he was in the House of 
Representatives, at the head of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. I regarded him then, (and have since become confirmed 
in it,) as one of the very few men in high political station, who 
would "rather be right than to be President." 

I have perhaps troubled you too much with my humble views. 
This County will do all you will expect from her. I have the 

vanity to believe that I contributed my full share in forming and 
establishing her political position, and, however it may have been 
formed, no County in the State has been more stable, for the last 
12 years. 

I should be glad to be satisfied that Scott's refusal to publish 
his opinions on the Compromise before his nomination, sprung 
from no motive unworthy of the frank and noble soldier. 
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From Alabama Southern Rights Party Committee.        U. 

Montgomery, 

Alabama. 

July 12th., 1852. 

The Southern Rights Party of the State of Alabama, composed 
of both Whigs and Democrats, assembled by their delegates in 
Convention at this place on Monday the 12th. inst., for the pur- 
pose of considering its "course in the coming Presidential Elec- 
tion." 

This Convention were of opinion that neither of the platforms 
adopted by the Whig or Democratic Conventions at Baltimore 
embrace distinctly the subject matter and principles on which the 
separate organization of the Southern Party of this State is based. 
In consideration thereof, this Convention appointed the under- 
signed as a Committee to address the gentlemen nominated by 
both the great parties of the Union, for the offices of President 
and Vice President, and request of them answers to the following 
interrogatories. 

1st. Has the Federal Government, or any department thereof, 
the right to interfere with the institution of Slavery in the States, 
the District of Columbia, or territories belonging to the United 
States, in such a manner as to impair the relation of master and 
slave? 

2nd. Has a citizen of the United States a right to carry slaves 
into the territories belonging to the United States, and hold them 
there as property, and is it not the duty of Congress to pass such 
laws as may be necessary to protect such property as well as any 
other 

3d. Would you, if called to exercise the office of President, veto 
any law prohibiting or "regulating commerce" in slaves, "among 
the several States?" 

4th. Are the States composing this Union, Sovereign States? 
5th. If the people of a State of this Union should dissolve their 

connection with the other States, for any infraction of the Sov- 
ereignty of such State, or for any violation of the Constitutional 
Compact, has the Federal Government, or any Department there- 
of, the right under the Constitution to use force for the purpose 
of bringing such State back into the Union, or rendering null and 
void such Act of Separation? 
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6th. In case you are called to the Presidential Office, and any 
territory should take steps for admission into the Union as a 
State, recognizing African Slavery in its Constitution, and an ob- 
jection should be made to its admission on that ground, what 
would be your course in reference to the matter? 

7th. Would you veto any and every law of Congress, repealing, 
or so modifying, the Fugitive Slave Act as to impair its efficiency? 

In accordance with our appointment for that purpose, we trust 
that you will reply to the foregoing questions at your earliest con- 
venience. 

Very Respectfully, 
Tho. Williams, 
J. A. Elmore,91 

E. R. Flewellen,92 

T. J. deYampert, 
S. D. J. Moore93 

From J. G. McDugald.94 U. 

Elizabethtown, 

North Carolina. 

July 16th, 1852. 

I have been out for some time passed, Canvassing the County 
for the Commons, and have just got your letter, and as I have to 
leave in an hour or two, I haste to say a word. You may be certain 
that no effort will be spared in this County to elevate you; there 
were many disaffected Whigs in this County at the nomination 
of Gen'l Scott, which originated from disappointment more than 
anything else. I have made speeches nearly all over this County, 
and now every thing goes on well, but with Mr. Fillmore I would 

81 John A. Elmore (1809-1878), of Alabama, a native of South Carolina, and a 
graduate of South Carolina College, lawyer, state legislator, and captain in the 
Creek War of 1836. He was a partner of William L. Yancey for a time. He was 
commissioner from Alabama to South Carolina in 1861, and was a delegate to the 
Convention of 1865. 

ME. R. Flewellen, of Alabama, a native of Georgia, a planter, who was state 
Senator in 1851. 

93 Samuel D. J. Moore, of Alabama, a native of North Carolina. He was a 
graduate of West Point, who declined a commission and became a lawyer. He 
lived in several places successively, and was finally a teacher in Mars Hill College 
near Florence. Garrett described him as "an affable gentleman with a large 
family influence." 

WJ. G. McDugald, of Bladen County, an active Whig, who was elected to the 
Commons in August. 
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feel certain of carrying this County, (Loco majority of 225) I 
think it now very doubtful. Kerr will do well in Bladen, and this 
County has always done more for you than any Whig of the State, 
and I trust we may increase. 

Please send me anything in connection with Gen'l Scott that will 
aid. I wish you would give him my name, and address, and ask 
him to send me, from time to time, any thing and every thing that 
will do him justice. 

I wish you to send me, at your very earliest moment, a copy of 
the "Kentucky & Virginia Resolutions," so much adhered to by 
the Democratic party, and adopted as a part of their platform, 
or rather mentioned. Perhaps Messrs. Gales and Seaton have them. 
You will confer a favor by sending them as soon as practicable. 

Be assured, Gov. Graham, that no name could have been pre- 
sented to the people of Bladen in the position in which yours is, 
that they could be prouder of, there is great enthusiasm for you 
and no mistake, you have one humble advocate who intends to 
battle as long as it will avail anything. 

Gen. Scott is gaining every day here. The Manifesto to which 
you referred amounts to nothing unless it will kill off the signers. 

From Robert Grier Allison.95 U. 

Salisbury, N. C, 

July 16th, 1852. 

Accept my most sincere congratulations with regard to your 
present position and future prospects. Many of your friends in 
this town were very much disappointed because Mr. Fillmore did 
not receive the nomination for President; and a few say they will 
not vote for Gen. Scott, and will exert all their influence against 
him, because he is a Catholic. I well recollect that, when Gen. 
Harrison was the candidate for the Presidency, Bishop Ives in- 
formed me that Gen. Scott was either a member of, or partial to, 
the Episcopal Church. Will you be so kind as to write me a con- 
fidential letter informing me of Gen. Scott's religious predilec- 
tions? 

For my own part, I am highly gratified with the nomination, 
because I consider Gen. Scott not only the most available candi- 
date, but the most worthy of the highest gift of the people, in 

95 Robert  Grier Allison   (d.  1877),  of  Rowan,  a  native  of  Iredell  County,  a 
graduate of the University, who probably knew Graham there. 
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consequence of his noble military services, which have so glor- 
iously illustrated his country's annals. While reading the third 
argument in Cicero's Oration for the Manilian Law, I was forci- 
bly impressed with the correctness of the application of the fol- 
lowing lines to the character of Gen. Scott: 

Creius Pompeius est bonus Imperator, quia in eo sunt quatuor 
virtutes quae bonum Imperatorum commendant: scientia rei 
militaris, virtus auctoritas, felicitas. 

Such noble qualities will dignify even the Presidential Chair. 
Wishing Gen. Scott and yourself all possible success, I will close 

my letter with the following sentiment: 
"Should he fall, as I hope he will not, 
His bed shall be with the brave; 
His deeds by his Country shall ne'er be forgot, 
While Liberty weeps o'er his grave." 

Should you be kind enough to write to me, I will not exhibit 
the letter to anyone, unless you desire it. 

From Peter K. Rounsaville. U. 

Camden, Ark. 

July 17th. 1852. 
***** 

We are becoming more reconciled to our new homes the more 
we compare our new and flourishing State with the Old North 
State, dear in all respects except in her usual course of "masterly 
inactivity." I have received some encouragement in my profes- 
sion, and if I had health I should take more interest in my pro- 
fession. 

While in New Orleans some two weeks, I made the acquain- 
tance of a number of business men who will no doubt be of great 
service to me in future. We had a pleasant party of some fifteen 
Ladies and Gentlemen from Camden, and we therefore did not 
depend entirely upon new acquaintances. I met with Henry Wad- 
dell in ill health. He has Bronchitis; is living on Red River. It is 
a fortunate place to meet old acquaintances from all the Southern 
States. 

I am not farming, except to make my necessary Corn, oats, & 
pork, on some 50 acres of land around my house. Our negroes 
are hired at fine prices, and, in addition to health, have increased 
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in numbers. I feel as happy in life as I supposed I should feel in 
the society of my wife and all the little comforts of our home. 

I anticipate a large immigration to this State and Texas this 
Fall. Col. Carrigan96 & sons have purchased 60 miles North west 
of Camden, and will remove this fall. The spirit of Internal Im- 
provement is alive in this State also, and several important Rail 
Roads were recently favorably considered at the Rail Road Con- 
vention at Little Rock on the 5th. and will no doubt be built. I 
attended it, and never met a more hospitable reception. I took an 
humble part as the representative of South Ark. and was honored 
at the opening with a call for a speech, and made, I learn, a favor- 
able impression. I made the acquaintance of all the leading men of 
the State, also a number from Tennessee, La. Texas, and Mis. One 
Road runs from Memphis West, & through Little Rock to Red 
River—another, a branch of the Opelousa road connecting New 
Orleans & St. Louis—another from Gaine's Landing 100 miles due 
East of Camden to Red River. So we will get two Roads, and one 
certain if the Land Bill is as represented. 

I visited the Hot Springs on my return, where many distin- 
guished personages who are affected in their limbs usually as- 
semble. Gen. Quitman came after his Mother in law, and spoke 
in high terms of Gen. Scott personally—and especially in attend- 
ing to the wants of the suffering soldier. He made a few remarks 
to the Rail Road Convention when invited to take a seat in com- 
pliment. Should the title of these Springs be finally settled they 
will be a place of great resort. They usher out of a mountain of 
limestone at 20 paces distant on its side, and flow down in gutters 
into the numerous baths at the foot, built for the visitors. They 
are hot—hotter—hottest. You can drink them without the least 
nausea. The accomodations are poor. I hope, if for no other rea- 
son you will at some time visit them as the greatest curiosities in 
this line in the world. 

I promised not to enter the political arena this Spring, as my 
health and business relations interfered, but I have been selected 
an Elector for Southern Ark., which position is an honorable one, 
and while imposing no considerable labor, will enable me while 
addressing the several Counties, to place myself in a favorable 

66 William Adams Carrigan, of Alamance County. His sons were: Alfred Holt 
(1850-1924), delegate to the Arkansas Secession Convention, state legislator, Con- 
federate lieutenant colonel, and county judge; Robert Adams (1835-1877) lawyer, 
planter, and Confederate captain; and William Michael (1834-1864), planter. 
Confederate lieutenant, and was killed in action. All three were graduates of 
the University. 
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relation in future. Scott with the platform, and especially with a 
name so favorably known and esteemed by all the N. Carolinians 
associated with him, will be acceptable to the Whigs of this State. 
We will support the independent internal improvement Demo- 
cratic candidate for Gov. Gen. Smithson,97 our Canvass break up 
the Johnston98 party and in this wise, with a good sprinkling of 
Whigs in the next Legislature accomplish something in future. 
The Johnston and Borland99 parties are very hostile, and vindic- 
tive towards each other. 

The Borland men compromised their honor and almost their 
influence, in re-electing Johnston, an avowed secessionist, over a 
Union Whig. The Whigs rely on Free Banking and Internal Im- 
provements to effect a revolution in this State, or at least the 
novelty of a change of men and measures. But I am making my 
letter too long, but I had not written to you in so long a time, 
that I felt disposed to trespass a little on your retirement, I hope 
only for a short time, from the Councils of State. Are Joseph and 
John prepared for College? I hope Ark. will yet have one of your 
seven boys as one of her true Whigs and citizens. Your friend 
Mr. Lawson of Little Rock, whose son you matriculated at a 
Naval School, sought me out and bestowed many kind compli- 
ments on you and Mrs. G. . . . 

From Schuyler Colfax.100 A. 

South Bend, Ind., 

July 20th, 1852. 

I am directed by the Ratification Meeting for St. Joseph Co., 
assembled here last week, to present you with a copy of the reso- 
lutions adopted with great enthusiasm and the most hearty una- 
nimity by the large assemblage there convened; and to assure 

97 Bryan H. Smithson ran as an independent Democratic candidate, and was 
formally endorsed by the Whigs. He was defeated. 

88 Robert Ward Johnson. 
"Solon Borland (1808-1864), editor of the Little Rock Banner, a native of 

Virginia, who was educated in North Carolina. He was a physician, a major in 
the Mexican War, United States Senator, 1848-1853, minister to the Central Amer- 
ican republics, 1853-1854. He was a Confederate brigadier general. 

100 Schuyler Colfax (1823-1895), of Indiana, a native of New York, editor and 
politician. He was a Republican Member of Congress, 1855-1869, speaker from 
1863, and vice-president, 1869-1873. Heavily involved in the Credit Mobilier and 
other scandals of the Grant administration, he was defeated for renomination. 
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you that their gratification of the nomination of their favorite 
candidate for the Presidency, is enhanced by the association of 
your name with his upon the ticket. 

With the highest regard, 
I am, 

Very truly Yrs 

I regret that a recent domestic calamity, as we heard, prevented 
U. S. Marshal Meredith & I from seeing you during our visit to 
Wash'n last Sept. I shall not be able to see you inaugurated next 
March; but shall claim repayment for my vote for you in the Con- 
vention by authority from under your hand as Pres't of the 
Senate, some year or two from now, to occupy one of the principal 
seats temporarily. 

S. C. 

From Edmund Strudwick. U. 

Raleigh, 

[July] 21st, 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

The epidemic which has visited Hillsboro' & it's vicinity, I am 
happy to say, has greatly declined—there have been no new cases 
for some days—say a week or ten days. Among adults the mortal- 
ity was very slight; among children, especially when associated 
with teething, or excited by eating unripe cherries, or by undue 
exposure, it was a most unmanageable and fatal disease. I think 
you may safely bring your children home, the risk, if any, is very 
inconsiderable. The only risk is to your infant, & that I think is 
more from summer complaint—Cholera Infantum—than dysen- 
tery. This epidemic has declined so rapidly that I think in ten 
days, or some short time, it will disappear entirely. You are well 
aware of the uncertainty of medical opinion, & altho' I have 
expressed mine in all honesty, you must not confide too implicitly 
in it, or consider your family safe or protected from disease by my 
expression of it, for I should be deeply unhappy if, acting under 
my opinion, any of your family should be sick after their return 
to Hillsboro'. I may say that in no locality would your daughter 
be safe from Cholera Infantum. 

If, on my return home, I find the epedemic disposed to break 
out afresh, I will promptly inform you of it. 
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In regard to our elections, our friends are in good spirits and 
hopes. Kerr's election is considered as certain. In the east Mr. 
Kerr made an impression that ensures him a full & good vote, & 
from the west we have cheering accounts—Bynum & Caldwell Sc 
several other Western men say that the whole West, with the ex- 
ception of Clingman's faction, will support him warmly; if this be 
true, it is equivalent to success. 

There was great disappointment felt here, & indeed throughout 
the State, on the failure of Mr. Fillmore to get the nomination. 
Gen'l Scott was received by many Whigs as the Presidential Can- 
didate, coldly, but the association of your name with his, has 
not only reconciled them to the nomination, but is getting up 
considerable enthusiasm for it, & No. Ca. is considered as safe for 
the ticket as it was for Taylor & Fillmore. 

I heard a cousin of Mrs. Graham's, Mr. Washington (a brother 
of Wm. Washington's) deal a great bitterness against Scott, & 
vowed he would not support him—this was before the nomination. 
There are some Whigs about Wilmington who will not support 
Scott, Loring among the number. 

Our County ticket has a fair prospect of success; the Canvass is 
conducted with great spirit, & ability, by Phillips & Turner.101 

Turner's election is certain. I am afraid Faucette102 will be again 
defeated by Berry, if Faucette succeeds it will be owing mainly to 
your nomination for the V. P. & this fact strengthens and en- 
courages the whole ticket. Walter Thompson103 contrary to all 
expectation is running well. We will do our best to ensure suc- 
cess, for we all feel under the circumstances, an anxious desire 
that Orange should speak out in a voice wholly & distinctly Whig 
in the present election. 

^Josiah Turner, Jr. (1821-1901), of Orange, a native of Caswell County, lawyer 
and journalist, was educated at the Caldwell Institute and the University. He 
was a Whig Member of the Commons, 1852-1856, and of the Senate, 1858-1862. 
He was a Unionist and voted against the call of the Secession Convention. He 
was a Confederate captain until he was wounded and disabled. He was an anti- 
Davis member of the Confederate Congress, 1864-1865. He was elected to Congress 
in 1865, but was not seated. He edited the Raleigh Sentinel, 1868-1872, and played 
a tremendous part in the overthrow of Republican rule in the State. He was 
arrested in 1870 by Kirk, acting under orders from Governor Holden, and this 
was one of the grounds for the latter's impeachment. He broke with the Con- 
servatives, and his political career ended with his expulsion from the legislature 
in 1880 for persistent disorderly conduct. 

103 Chesley F. Faucette, candidate for the state Senate. He was defeated by John 
Berry. 

103 Walter A. Thompson was an independent candidate for the Commons. After 
several of the Whig nominees declined, he was "adopted" as a Whig candidate. 
He was defeated. 
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From John P. Kennedy.104 U. 

Saratoga Springs, 

United States Hotel. 

July 21st., 1852. 

I have been somewhat annoyed this morning to find at the 
Telegraph Office a dispatch which came yesterday for me, from 
'Mr. Quarce'*, apprizing me that he was authorized by the Presi- 
dent to ask my acceptance of the Navy Department. It was not 
sent to me, owing to some culpable neglect in the office, but a 
response was returned, "could not be found." If it had been 
brought to this house, the most probable place to find any one, I 
should have received it immediately. I only discovered it this 
morning, upon going into the office to send a communication to 
you, which I presume you have duly received. This of mine was 
to say to you that I received the President's letter of the 16th. 
yesterday morning, it having arrived by that mail, and that I 
immediately answered by a letter accepting the appointment, 
which he has done me the honor to present to me. 

I have some little matters to detain me here until tomorrow 
morning, when I shall set out on my journey to Washington, and 
will endeavor to be there on Saturday evening. 

Pray oblige me by communicating to the President the circum- 
stance which prevented me from making an immediate reply to 
the telegraphic communication of yesterday, and believe me, my 
dear Sir, 
* Can this mean Jas. A. Pearce?—the telegraph note has it 'S. F. 
Quarce.' 

Very truly yours, 

From Thomas Gholson. U. 

Memphis, 

July 21st., 1852. 

Your answer to my note has been rec'd. The disaffection of 
Gentry and others, has aroused the Whigs more than any thing 

104 John Pendleton Kennedy (1795-1870), of Maryland, lawyer, politician, and 
writer, who had been a soldier in the War of 1812, state legislator, Whig Member 
of Congress, 1838, 1841-1845. He wrote novels, political essays, and sketches for 
many years. 
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that has occurred. Every one feels like taking the field of debate, 
& leaving no stone unturned to effect the election of Scott & 
Graham. 

A few days since, in conversation with Gen'l Quitman, he re- 
marked that any & every attack on Scott's military reputation 
would make him shine the brighter, and that he considered him 
perfectly safe on the Slavery question. 

The leading and principal argument of the self styled democ- 
racy is, that Gen'l Scott has never expressed himself in writing 
in favour of the Compromise resolutions, and they even go so 
far as to say he accepts the nomination with the platform resolu- 
tions as an incumbrance. Gov. Jones stated a few days since in a 
speech delivered at this place, that Gen'l Scott had written one or 
two letters, during the pendency of the Compromise resolutions, 
strongly approving them. The object is to meet their own argu- 
ments, whether foolish or profound; they desire to delude the 
people, the object is to set things up, in their true light, hence, 
if you can do so, I would be glad if you could furnish me with 
copies of letters written heretofore by Gen'l Scott, one I think, 
directed to Pres't Fillmore, and the others to Dan'l Webster. 

The publication of them in authentic shape, would furnish us 
with unanswerable evidence to refute the false charges of the 
democrats unscrupulous orators and writers. 

Don't consider me as desirous to trouble you with a correspon- 
dence, which no doubt is at this time, troublesome to you, but 
as manifesting a disposition to suggest that which I know will 
tell—with the reading, intelligent, & common mind of the country. 

From D. W. Saunders. U. 

Washington City, 

July 21st., 1852. 

My wife has her servant girl "Charity" with her, intending to 
carry her to Saratoga Springs. I learn there is a regulation at the 
Rail Road depot at Baltimore, to require security from the owners 
of Slaves going North. 

I would be much obliged to you, if you will give me a letter, 
to which I may refer the authorities, should it be necessary. 
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From James W. Osborne. U. 

[Charlotte], 

July 23rd, 1852. 

Your favour of the 13th. inst. reached me on yesterday. I need 
not say to you with what pleasure and pride I learned your nom- 
ination for the vice presidency by the Baltimore Convention, and 
with what ardour I enter into the campaign and devote my ener- 
gies to the success of this ticket. I anticipated the nomination of 
Gen'l Scott with great certainty, tho' my preferences, like yours, 
were in favour of Messrs. Fillmore & Webster. I do not think Mr. 
Webster ought to regret his defeat before the convention, or his 
friends enter into their political duties with the doggish reluc- 
tance which they manifest in some quarters. He could not pos- 
sibly have been elected, and I cannot believe that it would have 
afforded him any pleasure to have been beaten by the Democratic 
nominee. Should Mr. Webster give his support to the Ticket, 
and suppress all efforts made to connect his name with cliques 
and factions Gen. Scott will, I doubt not, be elected. He may 
[be] injured in some of the States in the East and West by the 
disaffection of Mr. Webster's friends, and Massachusetts herself 
may be endangered. To leave these speculations, however, and 
come home to the state of affairs at home. It now appears that 
the destiny of the Whig party in the State is at this time dependant 
on the mountain district. I am informed from reliable sources 
that Rutherford County will wheel into rank and give Kerr an 
old fashioned majority of seven or eight hundred. The other coun- 
ties in the district I fear will be to some extent affected unfavour- 
ably by Clingman and the young men who appear to be dependant 
on him. But it is impossible to estimate the full effect of this dis- 
afection. I indulge the hope that the Whig fervour will overcome 
it. But from this source I am in full confidence that Kerr will be 
elected. From the East and the middle section of the State, the 
news is very encouraging. 

We do not have as good prospects for the Legislature. Har- 
graves in Davidson, & Mills in Rutherfordton, will probably be 
elected, altogether from local and personal causes which we can- 
not control. Could we make some gains in Orange? We might 
still overcome the defection, but we must be faithful and patient. 
I will do my duty, tho* I feel greatly trammelled by an office which 
my circumstances make so necessary that I cannot resign it. We 
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need ardour and enthusiasm, and are greatly deficient in Stump 
Speakers. Oratory in America is the steam power of Society. And 
I feel convinced that with the ample materials afforded by Scott's 
life, we could rekindle much of the enthusiasm of 1840. But More- 
head is tramelled, and Clingman hostile, and the Whig fires are 
waning only for the want of Breath. 

I write letters and documents, and only regret that I cannot 
do more. 

From Hugh Waddell. U. 

Hillsboro', 

July 24th, 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

For some days I have been delaying an answer to y'r long & 
kind letter written some weeks since. Certain developments were 
daily expected of villainous trickery on the part of the Democrats 
in N. C. which I wished to detail when I did write, & the whole 
have not yet come out, but you may see in the Raleigh & Greens- 
boro' Papers something of the frauds to which I alluded, in 
detecting shameful falsehoods as to the positions of Kerr at Greens- 
boro', & the belief is current that Reid is himself the author of 
these falsehoods, though his associate (J. R. McL)105 is not too 
good to have made them. They will beat K. if lying can do it, 
but from all I hear at present, K. is in the ascendant, that con- 
temptible Print, the "Asheville News" has at last been compelled 
to throw off the mask & come out Democratic & its ability to do 
harm must cease with this disclosure. We hear K. is rousing the 
men of the mountains & taking every body with him. 

On the night of our tax-gathering here, we had quite a 
spirited meeting, & formed a "Scott & Graham Club." You may 
see by the Recorder that, being placed in the chair, I was required 
to address the meeting: (& to my own surprize found the old 
spirit not yet quite dead, though I have not participated in such 
political movements as have been confined to the State since I 
last saw you, considering such a course due to my own character) 

The State will unquestionably give Gen. S. & yourself a Har- 
rison majority if all our indications are not deceptive, but so soon 
as you return home we will talk over all these matters. 

105 John R. McLean. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 365 

From William H. Haigh, and others. A. 

Fayetteville, North Carolina, 

July 26th, 1852. 

At a meeting of the Whigs of Fayetteville, holden on the even- 
ing of the third July, the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 

"Resolved: That the Comm. of Correspondence be directed to 
extend to the Hon. Wm. A. Graham a cordial invitation to 
partake of a public dinner in this place at such time after his 
return to North Carolina as may suit his convenience—as a mark 
of our high regard for himself individually, and an appreciation 
of his eminent public services to the State and Nation, in the 
various stations to which he has been called." 

In transmitting the above resolutions, the Committee beg 
leave to assure you, on behalf of the Whigs of Fayetteville, that 
they will ever feel sincere gratification in doing honor to one, 
who in the whole course of his public career has done honor to 
his Country, and who has discharged with fidelity and ability the 
various duties that have been assigned him by the people and 
Legislature of his native State, & by the President of the United 
States. 

As North Carolinians we would feel an honest pride in wel- 
coming to Fayetteville, one, who by his untiring zeal for the wel- 
fare of North Carolina, and by the purity and patriotism that have 
made his name illustrious, has done so much to elevate her char- 
acter and advance the interests and respectability of her citizens. 

Tendering to you, Sir, our heartfelt wishes for your present and 
future prosperity, with the sincere desire that you may find it 
Convenient and pleasant to accept the invitation thus cordially 
offered. 

With respect and esteem 
We are very truly yours 

Wm. H. Haigh106 

Wm. J. Anderson107 

Jno. Winslow 
B. W. Robinson108 

E. J. Hale 
Comm. Corr. 

^ William Hooper Haigh, a graduate of the University, and a prominent Whig 
lawyer. 

107 William J. Anderson (d. 1852), a contemporary of Graham at the University, 
a prominent merchant and banker. 

""Benjamin W. Robertson, a prominent Whig editor. 
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From  William Johnston, U. 

Charlotte, 

July 30th, 1852. 
TT TT Wt TF ^ 

This week being Court week with us—we had quite a large 
meeting of the Whigs on Tuesday. The spirit and manifestation 
of the party was cheering. If Clingman's district does its duty we 
think Kerr's election safe. 

E. C. Davidson (a reliable Whig) will be reelected to the Legis- 
lature from this County, without his prospects materially change 
before Thursday next. 

James Caldwell109 (Whig) from Lincoln they say will cer- 
tainly be elected to the Legislature. We may lose one in Caldwell 
County. Iredell I think will give her full Whig strength for Kerr, 
as there is a warm contest going on for a division of the County. 
G. F. Davidson110 thinks we can have a good rally of the Whigs 
at Court, 3 Monday of August, at Statesville. 

Your friends and relatives anticipate the pleasure of seeing you 
with us this summer. 

From George B. Tingley.111 U. 

San Francisco, 

July 30th., 1852. 
Sir: 

We have just rec'd intelligence of the nomination of Scott & 
Graham. It takes like wildfire. We shall carry this State by 5000 
majority at least. Everybody is satisfied—elated. It really does us 
good all over—then the Platform so good,—why, you could not 
drive another nail in it, or take one out, without almost spoiling 
it. 

To night we have a ratification meeting—there will be 10,000 
present. 

In a few days I shall commence canvassing the State for Scott, 
Graham, Edwards, Tingley, & all the ballance of the Ticket. 

100 James A. Caldwell, of Lincoln County, Member of Commons, 1852-1854. 
110 George Franklin Davidson (b. 1805), of Iredell County, graduate of the Uni- 

versity, Member of the Commons, 1831-1833, and of the Senate, 1836-1840, 1848- 
1852. 

m George W. Tingley was a San Francisco lawyer. 
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We shall render a good account of ourselves in the farthest 
West—mark it. All well. 

Yours in true Whig faith, 

From W. E. Robinson.112 U. 

New York, 

August 2nd., 1852. 

Please pardon me for the liberty I take in thus addressing you. 
You will recollect, perhaps, that I accompanied you on your trip, 
over the Erie Rail Road, to Buffalo, and the Falls of Niagara. I 
am preparing a speech to be delivered, perhaps on Thursday or 
Friday evening next, before the Scott and Graham Clubs of this 
City. That speech will probably be largely circulated among the 
Irish part of our population, as they are my Countrymen. I have 
heretofore believed that your ancestors were from Ireland. Will 
you inform me on this subject, and also whether you were a mem- 
ber of the Convention to revise the Constitution of New Hamp- 
shire, with the facts about the anti-Catholic test. 

Again begging your forgiveness for this trouble, I am, 

Most Respectfully, 
Your sincere friend 

From William W. Morrison. U. 

Cottage Home, N. C, 

August 3rd., 1852. 

I arrived at home on Wednesday last, after a tedious journey. 
I did not see your Commission Merchants in Charleston. The 
boat arrived early in the morning, and the Cars left before the 
business houses were opened. Dr. William McLean informs me 
that his brother John wrote to you some two weeks ago, in rela- 
tion to your cotton. He thinks you would realize more to sell in 
Columbia, than in Charleston. The price has been better in Co- 

132 William Erigena Robinson (1814-1892), of New York, a native of Ireland, 
journalist, lawyer, and politician, at this time Washington correspondent of the 
New York Tribune, who also served numerous other papers. He came to America 
in 1836, and, after graduation from Yale, and its law school, went into newspaper 
work. He was successively a Whig, a Republican, and a Democrat, and as the last 
was a Member of Congress, 1867-1885. 
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lumbia for some time past, than it has been in Charleston, and the 
Commissions, drayage, etc., is enormously high in the latter place. 

I am happy to give you cheering accounts from this section of 
the State, in regard to the approaching elections. I was in Charlotte 
last week, and attended a large and very enthusiastic ratification 
meeting there on Tuesday. It was Court week, and a large number 
of the country people were present. Gen'l Young, William Johns- 
ton, and Mr. Walkup, of Union, made speeches. Gen'l Young 
made an excellent speech. He read the signers of the Manifesto 
out of the party and denounced them in strong terms. He alluded 
to the services and sufferings of Gen'l Graham, during the Rev- 
olution, in defending Charlotte, and pronounced a beautiful 
eulogy on him and yourself. 

All the Whigs I have conversed with calculate on electing Kerr 
by a large vote, and consider the State safe for the Presidential 
ticket, even if Kerr should be defeated. 

We have several Secession Whigs in this County, and in Meck- 
lenburg, who voted against Gen'l Dockery, and I feared they 
would not support Gen'l Scott, but they are all satisfied and most 
of them are taking an active part in his favor. 

We expect to elect James A. Caldwell to the Legislature from 
this County. Wheeler113 has promised to open the Catawba River, 
and will probably be elected also. Constantine Davidson expects 
to be elected in Mecklenburg. 

I received a letter from Bulow Erwin today, and he says Avery 
will be elected in Burke and McDowell. The contest for the other 
seat will be between Walton114 and his brother.115 Kerr has made 
a fine impression all through that Country. Bulow thinks he will 
gain on the old Whig majority in Rutherford. Clingman and the 
Democratic members of Congress are doing the party much in- 
jury, by flooding the District with Gentry's, Toomb's, and Out- 
law's speeches. 

Gen'l Young and Mr. Osborne both promised to use their ex- 
ertions to have a ratification meeting held in Iredell. Mr. Young 
thinks he can succeed during Court week there in August. I have 
seen several Whigs from that County, and they are all satisfied 
with the ticket, and most of them denounce Mr. Caldwell. Unless 
he supports the ticket, his political career is at an end. 

luJohn H. Wheeler, who was elected. 
uiT. George Walton, who was a Member of the Commons,  1850-1852. He was 

defeated at this election. 
usJohn S. Erwin, who was elected. 
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I have not been to your Earhardt place yet, but will go up 
when the election is over. I hear you have very fine Crops at both 
places. 

From Osmond F. Long. U. 

Hillsborough, 

August 3rd., 1852. 

I take great pleasure in welcoming you home once more, & 
hope you & Mrs. G. are well after your fatiguing journey. 

Our citizens, I learn, propose calling on you, in a body, dur- 
ing the evening, &, thinking that you would like to have some 
little notice of the fact, I send this to notify you. 

To W. E. Robinson.116 U. Gaston Mss. 

Hillsboro, N. C., Aug. 10th, 1852. 

Your letter of the 2nd inst. was forwarded to me here and only 
received last night. 

You are correct in the supposition that my ancestors came from 
Ireland. My Grand Father, James Graham, was a native of the 
County Down, whence he emigrated to Philadelphia more than 
a century ago. He settled in the County of Chester, Penna., about 
ten miles from Wilmington, Delaware, and died, when my Father, 
who was born in Chester, was but six or seven years of age. My 
grand mother soon afterwards removed, with the families of 
several friends, to Mecklenburg, N. C. You may find notice of my 
Father, General Joseph Graham, in Foote's Sketches of N. C, 
Wheeler's History of N. C. In all the accounts of the Declaration 
of Independence at Charlotte on the 20th of May, 1775, of which 
he was an eye witness at the age of 16, and which he sealed with 
his blood, almost on the spot of its adoption, before the age of 
21. There was a notice of myself, quite meagre however, pub- 
lished in the Philadelphia North American, and copied into the 
N. Y. Courier and Enq. and other papers in July, which is in the 
main correct. It omits any mention of my course as Governor of 
the State, which I believe was generally approved, and of the fact 

uaFrom a typescript inserted in the Gaston Papers by either Judge Henry G. 
Connor, or Professor R. D. W. Connor. The source is not given, but it was 
presumably copied from one of the places where it found its way into print. 
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that the University of N. C, where I was educated, conferred on 
me the degree of L. L. D. in 1849, about the time I was offered the 
mission to Spain. 

I am glad you have turned your attention to the Anti-Catholic 
test in the old constitution of N. C. On that my record is very 
clear. As a friend of the illustrious Gaston, a Catholic and one of 
the first men of the present age, after learning that he did not 
think himself excluded by the test in the old Constitution, I, with 
other members of the Legislature of 1833, prevailed on him to 
accept the office of Judge of the Supreme Court of the State, to 
which at that session we elected him. Judge Gaston's acceptance 
of this office being criticised on account of his religious belief, he 
vindicated himself in a letter addressed to me, which I read on 
the floor of the House in a speech in his defence at the next ses- 
sion and now have in his hand writing. 

At the session of 1833 I was appointed, by the advocates of a 
convention to revise the Constitution of whom I was one, to 
address the people in its favor. This address, bearing my signature, 
as one of a committee, was issued in February 1834, and one of 
its great arguments in favor of a convention was that it was neces- 
sary to abolish the religious test, a relic of the ages of persecution. 
This address may be found in the Raleigh newspapers of that 
day. At the ensuing session of the Legislature, November 1834, 
I being again a member, we passed an act calling a convention 
with limited powers—but among those powers was the authority 
to abolish or alter the religious test. I was one of the chief ad- 
vocates of the Bill, and my vote is recorded in its favor. 

I was not a candidate for a seat in the Convention and, of 
course, not a member of it. I happened however to be in Raleigh, 
on a visit, while it was in session, and heard Judge Gaston's great 
speech on religious toleration, in which he contrasted the narrow 
views of a member from the county of Orange, in which I resided, 
with the liberal course that I had pursued on the same subject. 
In that speech he declared that he had not thought Catholics ex- 
cluded from office under the old Constitution, and therefore had 
accepted a seat on the Bench of the Supreme Court; but he did 
not intend to submit longer to improbations from the unchar- 
itable. The Convention had it now in its power to make the 
Constitution plain, and if the restriction were not abolished he 
would resign his seat. The consequence was that the restriction was 
removed from Catholics. In the reported speech, which was widely 
circulated after its delivery in July 1835, I may be referred to only 
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as a distinguished citizen of Orange, but in the delivery I was 
several times mentioned by name, and my votes and address 
quoted. 

Should you think proper to set this subject before the public 
in its true light it might be well to send your exposition to New 
Orleans and Chicago—points where there have been flings at me 
by way of insinuation but made no doubt in ignorance of the 
facts. 

Should anything else in my history require explanation in the 
course of the canvass, I will thank you to address me here. 

With great respect, 
Your obedt. servt., 

You will of course not publish my letter but are at liberty to 
make any use of the facts it contains. 

From Thomas Mutter Blount.111 U. 

Washington City, 

August 16th., 1852. 

Will you do me the favor to write to Mr. Seaton Gales, and get 
him to forward me the address signed by you with other gentle- 
men, to the people of North Carolina, upon the subject of a Con- 
vention. I have written Mr. Gales twice in relation to the matter, 
but, as yet, I have not been favored with a reply. 

The result of the election for Governor in the old North State, 
has not disheartened the Whigs as much as one would suppose. 
The democrats do not consider it such a mighty victory after all. 
The reduction of their majority of 14 in the last legislature down 
to a tie, or probably a small Whig majority, they cannot account 
for, except from local considerations, and when they urge any 
such reason, they find it is applicable to the election of Governor. 
I do not despair of the State, at the November election. I am satis- 
fied when the issue of free Suffrage is not an element (as it will 
not be) in the next election, your name will be such a tower of 
strength, that the good old State will give us an old fashioned 
majority. Our friend, Outlaw, is warming up, and I hope we shall 
get good service out of him during the canvass. Caldwell, I learn, 
is as obstinate as ever, I fear he is immoveable. 

117 Thomas Mutter Blount, Sr., a native of Washington,  North  Carolina, who 
removed to Washington, D. C. 
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The enthusiasm of the people North of this, is getting up fast. 
Maryland is beginning to be agitated, and the omens are certainly 
favorable. Gentlemen who were bitterly opposed to the nomina- 
tion of Gen'l Scott, and declared when it was made, they would 
not support it, are now stumping it in his behalf. On Saturday 
last they had a mass Meeting at Frederick, which Dawson of 
Georgia, (who was there as a speaker) told me was very enthus- 
iastic. He says the ticket is growing in favor every hour. He declar- 
ed, if he had to vote now for the nomination, he would vote for 
Scott ten times over, in preference to Webster. From Georgia we 
have cheering accounts. The contest will be a warm one in that 
State, and Dawson thinks we shall carry it, Toombs and Stephens 
to the contrary notwithstanding. The impression now is, both 
those gentlemen will stand aloof. We learn that the differences in 
Florida are healed, or fast being so, and, altho' the vote is small, 
I have every hope she too, will wheel into line. 

You'll observe by the papers that Gov. Seward on Saturday last, 
defended the Administration against the assaults of Soule & others 
about the Fisheries. This may seem curious to some, but to the 
knowing ones it is as plain as the sun at noon on a clear day. There 
is no doubt of a union of all the Whigs in New York, and Seward's 
course is an evidence thereof. The Whigs united in New York, 
will insure the State. Pennsylvania & Ohio are no longer thought 
to be debateable. They are both conceded to the Whigs. 

You must take care of the Whigs about Wilmington. I saw Dr. 
Derazett118 last week, he is disposed to bolt, and he says many 
Whigs are determined not to support the ticket. Why will they not 
follow the example of our opponents and yield their prejudices 
and preferences for the interest of the party? 

When I commenced, I did not intend to tax your patience with 
more than a few lines, requesting you to write to Mr. Gales, but 
I find I have covered a sheet of paper, altho' I have a miserable 
pen, & Morton has none other. I am writing at his table, and he 
desires me to present you his sincere regards. 

Truly yours, 

Hereafter, I promise to be brief when I may have occasion to 
write you. 

118deRosset. 
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From Edward Stanly. U. 

Ho: Reps., 

August 17 th., 1852. 

I received & forwarded your letter to Robinson. 
I enclose you a letter from Weed to Fitz Henry Warren,119 in 

which you will see they are discussing your course upon this 
question. 

Free suffrage has proved itself irresistible. Our friends are great 
fools, if they do not sustain that, & then if they please, advocate a 
Convention for other matters. The result has encouraged the 
Dems: and alarmed our friends. We were all deceived, & confident- 
ly anticipated a different result. It will make us work the harder, 
& we shall find the adversity beneficial. 

Something must be done to produce systematic effort. If we 
do so, we can beat them. If we make no effort, they will carry the 
State. 

Any work which may be assigned to me I will undertake to do. 
Unless meetings are appointed in our State, I shall spend some 
time in Pa: 

Edney's appointment has distressed us much, for it will place 
it out of the President's power to do anything for Kerr, or others, 
more worthy than Edney. His appointment will strengthen Cling- 
man, who I believe is preparing to oppose us openly. 

[Enclosure.} 

From Thurlow Weed to Fitz Henry Warren. 

Albany, 

August 14th., 1852. 
Dear Warren, 

If Gov. Graham was in favor of the abolishing the Religious 
Test, or supported the Amended Constitution of North Carolina, 
the knowledge of such facts would help us here. 

Can you find out what Mr. Graham's course was, and what was 
the course of the Whigs of North Carolina? 

119 Fitz Henry Warren (1816-1878), of Iowa, a native of Massachusetts, editor, 
state legislator, and soldier, an active Whig who was assistant Postmaster Gen- 
eral under Taylor, minister to Guatemala, and brigadier general in the Civil War. 
He was assistant editor of the Tribune and later of the New York Sun. 
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Perhaps Gov. Graham, or Mr. Stanly had better see the en- 
closed, which is cut from the Argus. 

We are working up and warming up in this State. We cannot 
loose the State if the Administration men support the Ticket. We 
shall do all we can, in the way of concession, for harmony. 

The Locofocos say that the Fillmore men will, as they did two 
years ago, strike us in the dark. I hope that this is untrue, and 
shall act as if such a thing was impossible. 

Yours truly, 

[Clipping enclosed.] 

THE NORTH CAROLINA TEST AND MR. GRAHAM. 

The Eve. Journal claims for Mr. Graham, the Whig candidate 
for the Vice Presidency, the merit of having made the effort which 
resulted in expunging the Catholic Test from the Constitution of 
North Carolina in 1836—and asserts that then "there was an over- 
whelming whig majority" in that State. 

May we ask that well-informed print to specify what Mr. 
Graham ever did or said that resulted in so triumphant a vindica- 
tion of religious tolerance in the "old North State"? Or will it 
admit, by its silence, that he did nothing—to speak of? 

He certainly was not a member of the Convention which re- 
vised the constitution—and could not have done or said any thing 
there. Did he, as a citizen, at the polls, in speeches, or in any other 
way, sustain the abolition of the Test? The point has been made 
one of some importance, as his alleged success in carrying the 
amendment by a majority vote, is contrasted by the E. J. with Gen. 
Pierce's failure to carry a two-third vote with him. 

Another point the E. J. makes, which also requires fortification. 
North Carolina was not overwhelmingly whig in '36. The Demo- 
cratic electoral ticket, headed by Nathaniel Macon, received that 
year a majority in the state nearly equal to that by which the test 
was wiped out of the constitution. The same Nathaniel Macon 
was President of the constitutional convention, the year before, 
and made one of the most effective and earnest speeches in favor 
of religious freedom that signalized the session. 

These facts, we submit, are not at all consistent with the 
E. J's claim that Mr. Graham, and the whigs of North Carolina 
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did all that was done towards abolishing the odious test. Can the 
Journal reconcile them with its bold pretensions? We pause for a 
reply. 

From Robert G. Allison. U. 

Salisbury, N. C. 

[Aug 18 ca. 1852.] 

Your kind letter is winning "golden opinions" from the right 
class of people. Messrs. Robert Murphy and Sloan Johnston, after 
reading it, informed me that they had resolved not to vote for 
Gen. Scott, but that the letter was so satisfactory, that they were 
determined not only to vote, but to use all their influence for Gen. 
Scott. Messrs. H. C. Jones, and Rufus Barringer were very much 
pleased with its contents. After reading it, Mr. Jones said to Mr. 
Barringer, we must form a Scott and Graham Club to-night, and 
read it to the Club. He formed the Club, and read your letter at 
its opening. On last Tuesday I returned from a visit to my rela- 
tives in Iredell Co. While in Statesville, I read your letter to the 
most influential men there, and they said it contained the very 
information they wished to obtain. Some of them went to the 
commencement at Davidson College, last week, and, finding out 
that there were gentlemen of influence there from ten of the coun- 
ties around, they held a meeting, and appointed a Committee, 
consisting of three persons in each county, to urge the people to 
attend a Scott and Graham mass meeting, which they appointed 
to be held at Statesville, on the 10th. of September. Your letter 
may therefore be considered as the nucleus around which the 
meeting will be formed. I look forward with joyous anticipation 
to the time when I shall unite, with many others, on a spot hal- 
lowed by so many pure, and so many classical associations, in dis- 
seminating true Whig principles, and thereby promoting the in- 
terests of him whom I have ever esteemed more highly than any 
other one of the friends of my youth, and of my riper years. Come, 
if you can, and be with us on that occasion—your friends are all 
anxious that you should visit them. Mr. William Rowzie, a citizen 
of this town, requested me to ask you if you would be so kind as 
to endeavor to procure for his son Claudius, a situation in the 
Naval School at Annapolis, Maryland. Claudius is a promising 
youth, between sixteen and seventeen years of age. He served for 
four months on board of the William Penn, under Captain Folger, 
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during which time the vessel sailed to Liverpool, and around the 
Newfoundland Fisheries. At the end of the first week from the time 
he went on board, he ascended to the top of the mast; and at the 
end of the first month he took the helm and managed it well. 
Since I commenced writing this letter, I have had a conversation 
with Messrs. Stockton and Grant, from Statesville, who informed 
me that the Whigs had a large and enthusiastic meeting at that 
town, during which eloquent addresses were delivered by Mr. 
Lillington,120 Gen. Young, and others. The object of the meeting 
was to make arrangements for the Mass meeting. Messrs. Stockton 
and Grant said they heard a number of persons, at the meeting, 
talk about having a cannon made at your birthplace, so that they 
can let the Democrats hear some Scott thunder. 

Yours truly, 

Invitation. U. 

Halifax, N. C., 

August 21st., 1852. 
Sir: 

A Mass-Meeting of the Whigs of North Carolina will be held at 
Enfield, in this county, on Friday, the 3rd. September next, for 
the purpose of infusing that enthusiasm into our ranks, so im- 
portant to the success of our Presidential ticket in November 
next. No doubt exists in the minds of the undersigned of the 
ability of the Whig Party to carry the State for Scott and Graham, 
if the necessary exertions to that end should be made. 

Can you not make it convenient to meet us at Enfield on the 
day above stated? We have been instructed to solicit your at- 
tendance. Come, sir, by all means. We desire to have a grand and 
glorious rally. Let us have it. 

Very respectfully, 
Your ob't serv'ts., 

Wm. W. Brickell,121 ) 
T. W. Nicholson,122 ) 
Dr. H. Joyner,123 ) Committee. 
R. B. Parker,124 ) 
B. F. Simmons. ) 

mJohn Alexander Lillington (1820-1854), of Iredell County, a native of Wil- 
mington, a graduate of the University, who was a state Senator, 1848-1854. 

^William W. Brickell was a prominent Whig in Halifax County. He was a 
delegate to the Convention of 1865. 
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From T. N. Clark. U. 

Raleigh, N. C. 

August 23rd., 1852. 

Not having the honor, Sir, of your acquaintance, I hope you will 
pardon me for the liberty I take in asking your sanction to the 
publishing of a piece of Music, composed by myself, to be called 
the "Graham Waltz." 

The high and enviable position which you occupy in my estima- 
tion, Sir, yes, in the estimation of all, as a pure and able Statesman, 
and the patriotic motives by which you are known to have been 
prompted heretofore, in your public actions, call forth the honor 
and homage which is due alone to true greatness, and in view of 
which, allow me to submit, Sir, my feable expression. 

To Thomas Loring.125 

Hillsborough, 

Tuesday, August 24th., 

1852. 

SIR: I have not seen a recent number of your paper, but learn, 
through the Raleigh Register, and Hillsborough Recorder, that 
you have placed at the head of your columns the name of Hon. 
DANIEL WEBSTER for President, with mine for Vice President. 
Whilst I am gratefully sensible of the compliment you design to 
myself by this course, and do not doubt your disposition to deal 
with the entire subject in a spirit of candor, I deem it proper to 
declare, publicly, that it does not meet my approbation. 

To this I am compelled by two considerations: 
First, General Scott was regularly and unanimously nominated 

as the Whig candidate for the Presidency, by the convention which 
assembled at Baltimore, after a declaration of principles which, 
I believe, meets the approbation of the country. By the same 
body I was, in like manner, nominated for the Vice Presidency. 

^Thomas W. Nicholson (d. 1884), of Halifax County, who was a student at 
the University, 1834-1836. 

328 Probably Dr. Henry Joyner, who represented Halifax County in the Commons. 
1862-1866. 

124 A member of a numerous and prominent family of Halifax County. 
125 From the Washington Signal, September 11, 1852. Loring was editor of the 

Wilmington Commercial. 
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Both of these candidates have accepted the nominations, with the 
principles declared by the convention as the rule of their action 
on the subjects embraced in them. Good faith and honor, there- 
fore, require that, after such acceptance on my part, I shall not 
sanction the use of my name on any other ticket. 

But, secondly, I understand that your objection to General 
Scott consist mainly in an apprehension that he will not do 
justice to the South, by a faithful adherence to the Compromise 
of 1850. On that point, I have this statement to make. I arrived 
in Washington, upon invitation of President Fillmore, to the 
Navy Department on the last day of July, 1850. On that day the 
"Omnibus" bill, so called, reported by Mr. Clay from the Com- 
mittee of Thirteen, was rejected, and the whole subject of dispute 
was thrown open for agitation anew. I found General Scott acting 
as Secretary of War, in which situation he continued for several 
weeks; and happening to take lodgings at the same hotel, I was 
in daily and intimate intercourse with him, from that time until 
the consummation of the Compromise by the passage of its various 
provisions, in separate bills. No one, in my sphere of acquaintance, 
felt more deeply the importance of the crisis, none exhibited more 
zeal in behalf of these measures, by arguments, and persuasion 
among his friends, and none rejoiced more heartily when it was 
supposed all danger was averted by their final passage, than did 
he. 

Such was his conduct while the contest raged, and it was doubt- 
ful on which side victory would incline, in Congress, or in the 
country. If others who, seeing the subject in a different light, at 
that time opposed this adjustment, or looked upon it with dis- 
favor or indifference, have since brought their minds to sanction 
or acquiesce in it, it is cause for congratulation; but history will 
not perform her office if she fails to enumerate General Scott 
AMONG THE FIRMEST FRIENDS OF THIS NATIONAL PACIFICATION IN ITS 

HOUR OF TRIAL. I, at least, cannot consent, by my silence, to seem- 
ingly approve the discrimination made by you to his prejudice, on 
a national question where he was equally zealous with myself, and 
more influential; and I know no safer criterion for the future 
observance of the Compromise than the decisive and manly part 
taken in its enactment. 

To avoid all cavil or misconstruction, I add, that fully appreciat- 
ing the great talents and services of Mr. Webster, no one would 
have accorded to him a more zealous support than myself, had 
he been the nominee of the convention. 
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Thanking you for the kindness and confidence manifested to- 
wards me, I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
Wm. A. Graham. 

To Alabama Southern Rights Committee.12* 

Hillsboro', N. C. 

August 25th., 

1852. 
Gentlemen: 

Your letter, propounding a series of interrogatories, at the 
instance of the Southern rights convention, of the State of Ala- 
bama, which assembled at Montgomery, on the 12th. ult., has been 
received. 

In reply, I have the honor to say, that I am by birth, education, 
residence, association, and interest, identified with the South. 
These with my past life, afford, in my opinion, a better guarantee 
of fidelity to her just rights, than any declarations of abstract or 
speculative opinions, after I have been, by a convention of my 
political friends, placed before the Nation, as a candidate for a 
high station. 

I desire to see an end to the agitation of slavery, in connection 
with national politics; and I believe, that by a faithful adherence 
to the adjustment made by the Compromise of 1850, and the 
execution of the Law, as it has been carried out by the present 
Executive Head of the Government, the country is destined to a 
repose and security, on this exciting topic, such as it has not en- 
joyed since the agitation commenced. 

While this appears to be the general state of public feeling, in 
all sections, I can perceive neither a necessity, nor utility, on the 
part of the South, for a discussion of the extreme cases of appre- 
hended injury, comprised in your interrogatories, as among the 
practical questions of the times. Such was the unanimous opinion 
of those patriotic citizens of the South, who were delegated to the 
Convention by which I was nominated, and who required only 
an honest acquiescence in the Compromise as a security for their 
rights in the present juncture, and in that I concur. I shall under- 
take to establish no new tests of orthodoxy, and shall do nothing 

128 From the Raleigh Register, September 22, 1852. 
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to fan the flame of local excitement, in the one section, or in the 
other, but if elected, shall assume the powers devolved on me, 
with an impartial mind, and a purpose to maintain the integrity 
of the Union, upon principles just, constitutional, & liberal to- 
wards all its parts. 

I am, very Respectfully, 
Your Obed't Serv't, 

The reception of your letter in midst of my preparations for 
departure from Washington, and my necessary engagements in 
the removal and establishment of my family at home, has oc- 
casioned a delay in its acknowledgement, which I trust, will be 
ascribed to no feeling of disrespect. 

To Samuel F. Patterson.       U. Lindsay Patterson Mss. 

Hillsboro', Aug. 25th, 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

Our friends, in this section of the State, are preparing for a 
great effort in the Presidential election, and I think the Whig 
ticket can readily succeed, if your Congressional district gives its 
old Whig majority. But if we lose there, as much as was lost in 
the late election for Governor, we must be defeated. My impres- 
sion has been, that if he can be fairly presented to the people, 
there is more in the history, and character, of Gen'l Scott to excite 
popular enthusiasm, than in those of Harrison and Taylor. 

With an active Canvass, your district should return a majority 
of 3,000, at the least. 

I observe that Gov'r Reid gets a large majority in Ashe; this, 
I presume, is personal to him, a free suffrage, but that the 
County will go for Scott—especially if Col. Mitchell127 would 
make them a visit and address. 

I regret to believe, that Mr. Caldwell will not be active, in the 
Presidential campaign, the more from the fact that our families 
have long been friends, and there has always been, so far as I 
have known, the kindest relations between us. I cannot but be- 
lieve that his course is influenced by some rash declaration, or 
committal, made prior to  the nomination.  Great efforts were 

^Anderson Mitchell (1800-1876), of Ashe and Wilkes, a native of Caswell 
County, a graduate of the University, Member of the Commons, 1827-1828, state 
Senator, 1829, 1840-1842, 1852-1856, Member of Congress, 1842-1843, delegate to the 
Convention of 1861, judge of the Superior Court, 1865-1875. 
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made to seduce Col. Outlaw to a position of neutrality or opposi- 
tion, but without effect. He will use his utmost exertions for the 
ticket. 

The Hillsboro' Recorder of today, contains a letter from me 
to Loring, editor of the Commercial, forbidding my name to be 
used on a Webster ticket, which he proposes, and stating my 
knowledge of Gen'l Scott's agency in the Compromise. You will 
probably get it in the Raleigh papers next week. 

I shall go out, to Lincoln and Gaston, the last of next month, 
and will be gratified hear from you, in the mean time— 

From William H. Haigh. U. 

Fayetteville, 

August 26th, 1852. 
*w* TH* *fc ^r "Tr 

As the time is left optionary with you—if you can find it con- 
venient to visit us, permit me to suggest the month of October, 
when a trip to this part of the State could be made without en- 
dangering your health, that season is a healthy one with us. 

I am sure that your visit would be accompained with good re- 
sults to the Whig cause, and would stimulate the party to re- 
newed exertion in its efforts to redeem the late defeat. 

With the hope that the Old North State may in November be 
found as true to you as she has been heretofore, and as you have 
always been true to her. 

Invitation. U. 

Statesville, N. C, 

Aug. 26th, 1852. 
Sir: 

The Whigs of this part of the State have resolved to hold a 
Mass-Meeting at this place, on Friday the 10th. of September 
next, in honor of the nominees of the Baltimore Whig Conven- 
tion. We confidently expect a very large gathering of the party. 

This, Sir, is near the place of your nativity, and the friends of 
your youth, together with the personal acquaintances of your 
riper years, will be assembled here, in large numbers, to do you 
honor. 



382 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

It has been arranged to hold the Mass Meeting on the very 
spot where once stood the academy under whose roof you learned 
elementary science. The undersigned committee of correspond- 
ence request, that you be with us on the day named—Partly for 
the purpose of giving us an opportunity of again greeting one, 
whom we all wish to honor, but chiefly, that you may in person, 
refute the charge that you are associated on a ticket with one who 
is either an abolitionist, or is realy opposed to the finality of the 
Compromise measures of the last Congress, and is under anti- 
slavery influences. 

With high regard, 
Your obedient servants, 

W. P. Caldwell 
R. H. Parks 
John Davidson ) Com. 
R. Reid 
Milton Campbell 

Campaign Document U. 

August, 1852 

IN GENERAL COMMITTEE OF DEMOCRATIC WHIG 

YOUNG MEN OF THE CITY AND COUNTY 

OF NEW-YORK. 

To the gallant Whigs of the old North State, GREETING: 

We are at this moment able to say to you, with the utmost pos- 
sible confidence, that the three states which cast eighty-five elec- 
toral votes—New-York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio—will give their 
suffrages to WINFIELD SCOTT. 

The changes from our ranks to our opponents, in these states, 
are few and far between. There are more who, disappointed that 
their own candidate was not selected, in the first moment of 
wounded feeling, declared they would not vote the nominee; 
but their number is daily lessened, and as they part from their 
hasty declaration, close up as firm friends under our banner. 

But we do know, that in the place of these slight defections, 
we have throughout the whole North and East, and Northwest, 
large accessions from the conservative portion of the Democracy, 
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with nearly all the old Republicans who were soldiers in 1812, 
and masses of the adopted citizens heretofore opposing us, will 
rally with wild enthusiasm to the support of the hero, who pro- 
claimed that he would be shot down in his tracks, before he would 
suffer anyone, fighting under the stars and stripes, to be claimed 
as the subject of any foreign potentate. 

In addressing you, we claim a kindred feeling, and an ardent 
attachment to your state, and to your people, between whom and 
ourselves there has been, since the days of '76 a coincidence of 
action and principle. Like yourselves, we have known no section- 
alism; like yourselves, we have always, by our course and con- 
duct, manifested an entire devotion to the Union of the States; 
to the Constitution and its Compromises; and as steadily exhibited 
an untiring will in executing and causing to be maintained all 
the Laws of the Land. 

The son of your state, second on the ticket, is a favorite with 
the people of this city; and wherever in our state he is known, 
either through his virtues or his services to the whole nation, we 
regard him as one of the best and purest men in the country. We 
honor in him an unsullied integrity in public affairs as well as in 
the private walks of life, which have endeared him everywhere 
and made him so beloved by the people of North Carolina. 

What need we say to you of WINFIELD SCOTT? Our great leader, 
now, alas! no more in person with us, but whose counsels and 
principles will live forever, said of GEN. SCOTT, in his ever mem- 
orable speech of the 5th. and 6th. of February, 1850, all that 
praise could add to a name, as a soldier, more exalted than any 
living captain in the world. 

We do not intend to eulogize the soldier. Our history in every 
war, since the Revolution, is covered all over with his mighty 
deeds. 

We point you to a different career. We find him, by the direc- 
tion of Gen. Jackson, clothed with the powers of a dictator; unit- 
ing all the military with the fullest civic functions—chosen to 
perform the most delicate and trying mission in the South—restor- 
ing harmony there—repressing Indian hostilities all over your 
borders, and then preserving and enforcing peace between Great 
Britain and ourselves on our Northern and Eastern frontiers. 

Wherever agitation, faction, or sectionalism has endangered 
the quiet of the country, or threatened the well being of the 
Union, with all his influence, with unwearied ability and energy, 
taxing to the utmost every faculty of his mind and soul, we find 
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him urging upon the Representatives in Congress the surest 
means of arresting the threatening danger. In the last vexed ques- 
tions disturbing our councils, we quote the most distinguished 
authority, in saying "that he rendered twenty-fold the service in 
allaying that strife" that certain others did, who would rob the 
grave of its due, and despoil the living, so they inured to them- 
selves and to their own selfishness, the lion share in that mighty 
settlement. 

He is, with the loftiest and purest patriotism, a National States- 
man. A soldier who has spilled his blood and perilled his life in 
a hundred battle-fields, ready for service at the instant he is in- 
formed of an arrayed foe against the honor of his country. In the 
hour of victory the protector of his prisoners, tending the sick 
with a woman's tenderness, where contagion stalked all around 
him, careful of the wants of the meanest in his camp, dealing 
exact justice to all under him, treating the humblest as well as 
the most renowned, alike. For these qualities he is reverenced as 
well as loved. Above all do we revere him as the peace maker— 
the pacificator—thrice the pacificator when war impended; and 
yet when he rested victorious after that peerless campaign in the 
capital of conquered Mexico, securing peace, so that the crushed 
heart of a defeated people, might not say that he took advantage 
of their helplessness, but rather, giving them courage to resume 
their nationality. 

Nor are we forgetful of our regard for the signal devotion with 
which the State of North Carolina, ALWAYS A TRUE WHIG STATE, 

vindicated everywhere the illustrious Fillmore—now safely and 
wisely administering the government—declaring that through his 
virtues and wisdom, he had been so great in his high office, as to 
place him in your affections, by the side of Washington and the 
early Presidents. 

We have known him long, and the sincere attachment of the 
good men of all parties is his sure reward, when he shall have 
retired from a place dignified and exalted by the integrity of 
purpose that has governed his every act and deed, since he was 
called to the discharge of its duties. 

He, rejoicing in common with his fellow-citizens everywhere, 
at the adoption by the Convention of the cardinal and vital prin- 
ciples of the platform, and declaring to the delegates his honest 
conviction that they were of more importance than the particular 
choice of any candidate, has entreated all his friends in behalf of 
the cause, to sustain, with all their ability, the nominees. 
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We believe we are destined to a glorious victory, if "the union 
of the Whigs, for the sake of the Union," prevails North and 
South. We would sustain no candidate but a national one. We 
know that WINFIELD SCOTT is, in its broadest sense, a National 
Statesman, and we earnestly hope that the votes of North Caro- 
lina will, in November, like New-York's, be given to "the Hero 
of a hundred battles." 

We have the honor to be, very truly, 
Your friends and serv'ts, 

N. Carroll, 
A. J. Hale, 
L. F. Wadsworth, 
T. W. Thornes, 
Sam'l Wm. Johnson. 

Corresponding 
Committee. 

From Samuel F. Patterson. U. 

Palmyra, 

Caldwell County, 

North Carolina. 

September 2nd., 

1852. 
*    #    *    #    * 

In relation to the result of our recent State elections, and the 
prospects for Whig success in the Presidential election, I think 
we have no cause for either despondency or despair. Considering 
the many local questions operating in favour of the Democrats at 
the late election, and particularly the existing condition of the 
free suffrage question, and the relation which Gov. Reid bore to 
it, and considering also that there was a Democratic majority in 
the last Legislature of fourteen on joint ballot, we have done 
rather better than could reasonably have been expected. I never 
had much hope of Mr. Kerr's success, although I believe he did 
quite as well, if not better, than any other man in the State could 
have done under the same circumstances, and when I look at the 
peculiar position which the free suffrage question occupied in 
the late canvass, and its direct tendency to enlarge the suffrage 
qualifications of such a large number of our people, I am aston- 
ished that we did so well. Indeed I do not believe that the Whigs 
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of any other State in the Union could have stood up as we did 
against so powerful an influence. It would be unfair, therefore, 
to put down Gov. Reid's vote as the test of the Democratic 
strength in the State, or Mr. Kerr's, as evidence of a declension of 
the Whig cause. Were the Presidential election to come on now, 
I have very little doubt that this Congressional District would 
give very near, or quite its old Whig majority, but should Mr. 
Clingman return from Congress decidedly opposed to the Whig 
nominees, and should be active in his opposition, he will be able 
to draw off some small portion of our forces, but nothing like the 
number he would have done twelve or eighteen months since. I 
am happy to believe that the people are beginning to get their 
eyes opened in relation to his course, and are beginning to un- 
derstand his objects & purposes. In the late Canvass he had suc- 
ceeded in bringing out one or more candidates for the Legislature 
in almost every County in the District, who were his personal 
friends, and who, altho' they might be elected as Whigs, would 
vote for no Whig as Senator but Mr. Clingman. He hoped to be 
able to secure the election of some half dozen Whigs of this de- 
scription, and, in the event of there being nearly an equal number 
of Whigs & Democrats, they would hold the balance of power, 
and thus control the election. I am highly gratified, however, to 
say that, in every instance, the Clingman Candidates were de- 
feated, and in most cases by large majorities. This result and the 
state of parties in the Legislature, I think has placed Mr. C. in 
something of a dilemma, and I am curious to see how he will 
extricate himself, or what tack he is now going to take. Some ink- 
ling of this, perhaps, may be discovered from the fact, that Dr. 
Hardy, & Mr. Marcus Erwin, of Buncombe, two of Mr. C's warm 
personal friends have, since the election, come out full blooded 
Democrats, and, should Mr. C. pursue the same course, the Whigs 
will probably be in a better condition than they are at present. 
We shall then know what we have to rely upon. 

In relation to the late vote of Ashe and Watauga Counties, to 
which you refer, that is to be accounted for, in part, from the 
fact that those Counties formed a part of Gov. Reid's old Con- 
gressional District, where he was well known, and Mr. Kerr, not 
having visited those Counties, and the people having no acquain- 
tance with him, would not, of course, be so likely to vote for 
him. In addition to this, I learn that some of the leading Whigs 
in Watauga would not take up Mr. Kerr heartily, on account of 
his position on the basis & school fund questions, and thus gave 
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him a very indifferent and reluctant support. Superadded to all 
this, was the fact, (discreditable though it may be to the Whigs) 
that there was said to be a private understanding between the 
friends of the Whig Candidate for the House of Commons, and 
Col. Bower,128 the Democratic Candidate for the Senate & his 
friends, that the former should go without opposition, provided 
the Whigs of those two Counties should make no formidable op- 
position to Bower for the Senate. 

The result of the Senatorial election in those Counties would 
seem to prove the truth of this charge, and, in further proof of 
it, it is said that many of the personal friends of Mr. Calloway129 

who are Whigs, actually voted for Col. Bower. I will endeavor to 
get Col. Mitchell to address the people of Ashe at the Superior 
Court, second Monday in this month, and if Mr. Boyden or Mr. 
Lillington could be induced to do so, I have no doubt it would 
have a fine effect. I regret to learn that Mr. Caldwell will not be 
active in the support of the Whig ticket. I had supposed his 
course would have been different. He certainly has nothing to 
gain by inactivity or indifference, but on the other hand, if the 
ticket is successful, he will be very apt to lose, not only his pres- 
ent position, but, with it, the confidence of his political friends. 

When you shall visit Lincoln & Gaston, as you propose, cannot 
you make it convenient to take Dudley's Shoals on your return, 
and thus pass through our little Whig County? Your friends here 
would be pleased to see you, and I should be especially gratified 
to have the pleasure of a visit from you, as I know your numerous 
friends in the Valley of the Yadkin would also be. Upon the 
whole, I am decidedly of opinion that, at the ensuing fall elec- 
tion, when the issue will be stripped of all local questions & 
influences, all private understandings for personal or private 
interest, and nothing presented but the naked question of the 
ascendancy of Whig or Democratic principles, if the Whigs can 
only be aroused and brought to the polls, we shall carry the State 
by quite as large a majority as Gen'l Taylor received in 1848, 
provided that the defection in this Congressional District before 
alluded to, shall have no greater extent than from present appear- 
ances and information seems probable. I should like to get about 
a hundred or more copies of the life of Gen'l Scott, in Pamphlet 
form, for circulation in Watauga. Can you inform me where I 
can procure them and at what price? 

^George Bower, who represented Ashe County in the Commons, 1842-1844, 
and in the Senate, 1848-1856. 

129 Benjamin C. Callaway, who represented Ashe County in the Commons, 
1844-1848, 1852-1854. 
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From Thomas C. Tabb.130 U. 

Norfolk, 

September 3rd.,  1852. 

I had the honor to be appointed Judge Advocate to several 
successive Courts Martial, which were convened at this station. 
Highly appreciating the appointment, and being much pleased 
with the duties of the office, I nattered myself I would receive the 
appointment at the Courts Martial which might thereafter be 
assembled here, and in order to the necessary preparation for the 
proper discharge of the duties of Judge Advocate, I purchased all 
the books on Military Law accessible to me, and made the system 
the subject of my careful study. 

Disinclined to public life, I had, on several occasions, refused 
the nomination to the State Legislature; last Fall, however, I was 
influenced by the assurance that it was my duty to the Whig party 
to waive my private objections, and I was elected to a seat in the 
Senate of Virginia. 

While in my seat, in April last, I was honored with the appoint- 
ment of Judge Advocate, to a Court Martial, to convene at Nor- 
folk, the 24th. of May. It was with the most profound regret that 
I declined that appointment. I was actuated by a sense of honor 
to my constituents, and influenced by the assurance, that the 
resignation of my seat in the Senate at that time, would be in- 
jurious to the Whig cause in the City of Norfolk, and would 
secure the election of the Democratic candidate, the most obnox- 
ious man to the Whig party in Norfolk, and probably affect cer- 
tain measures in which eastern Virginia was deeply interested. 
Under such circumstances I very reluctanly declined the appoint- 
ment, indulging the hope my act would not interfere with any 
subsequent appointment. A Court Martial and a Court of Inquiry 
have been convened at Norfolk, since the adjournment of the 
Legislature, and another received the appointment of Judge Ad- 
vocate. 

It is my wish that the circumstances of my case should be 
known at the Navy Department, and I have taken the liberty of 
making the statement to you, in the hope, if you shall consider 
my course a proper one, you will kindly aid me in the object I 
have in view. 

130 Thomas C. Tabb, a Whig lawyer of Norfolk, was a prominent citizen, who 
served as mayor and as superintendent of schools. 
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I beg to be permitted to add, that I have every reason to be- 
lieve, that the Whig party, in the City of Norfolk, and the officers 
of the Navy, who constituted the Courts Martial, with which I 
was associated, would cheerfully unite in the request of this com- 
munication. 

From Samuel Harby. U. 

New Orleans, 

Sept. 3rd, 1852. 

I am the editor of the leading Whig paper in Louisiana—the 
New Orleans Bee. The question I am about to ask you is intended 
for my own private satisfaction, having no idea of using your 
reply in your behalf, and as a matter of course, without a thought 
of employing it adversely to your interests. The matter is simply 
this: I have maintained, in a controversy with my Locofoco op- 
ponents, that under the present Constitution of North Carolina, 
Jews can hold office, if otherwise qualified,—that is, that their 
creed does not disqualify them. Am I right or wrong? 

Will you favor me with a line in reply, and oblige your firm 
supporter and brother in the good Whig cause. 

To Statesville Committee. U. 

Hillsborough, 

Sept. 4th, 1852. 
Gentlemen 

I gratefully acknowledge your favor of the 26th. ult. inviting 
me to a Mass-meeting of our political friends in that part of the 
State, at Statesville, on the 10th. inst. in honor of the nominees 
of the Whig Convention, at Baltimore, for the Presidency and 
Vice Presidency of the United States. 

You are pleased to add that this assemblage has been appointed 
at the site of the old Statesville Academy, not very distant from 
the place of my birth, and whither I was sent when I first left 
my parental home, to pursue that system of education, which was 
to determine my destiny in life; and that the friends of my youth, 
and acquaintances of maturer years, will be there, in large num- 
bers to offer me a kindly greeting. 
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Few events, I beg to assure you, could afford me more gratifica- 
tion than to comply with this flattering and cordial invitation. 
It awakens recollections, dear to my heart, and adds the charms 
of personal friendship to political approbation. 

Confidence has been said to be a plant of slow growth, after 
a life, now past meridian, and for near twenty consecutive years 
connected with public affairs, it is to me refreshing to be reas- 
sured that, as regards myself, it is yet fresh and unbroken, in the 
soil where it first took root. 

It is one of the shallowest & commonest devices of party to find 
out what is most odious or distasteful to the prevailing sentiment 
of a country or section, and impute that to its opponent. This 
charge of favoring abolition, or being under it's influence, has 
been a standing accusation at the South against every Whig Can- 
didate for the Presidency, for the last sixteen years. It was alleged 
against Harrison, whose competitor has since been the abolition 
candidate, for that high station—against Clay, whose competitor 
approved the Oregon Territorial Bill, inhibiting slavery therein, 
against Taylor, whose rival declined to vote for the fugitive slave 
law, because it did not provide a Jury trial for the returned fugi- 
tive; in the Federal Courts of course. It was alleged against Mr. 
Webster, so long as he stood a chance for the nomination, and 
was freely imputed to Mr. Fillmore, by the opposition press, of 
this State, after he had approved all the Compromise measures, 
and had issued orders for the execution of the fugitive slave law, 
by Military force, if occasion should demand it. And had he or 
Mr. Webster been the nominee of the Convention instead of 
Gen'l Scott, there would have been, so far as regards this objec- 
tion, but the change of a name. The tale would have been re- 
peated, and probably with more emphasis. 

While the people of the South will be vigilant and firm in the 
assertion of their just rights, I trust they will be misled by no 
idle & unfounded clamor. After an agitation of many years, there 
has been an adjustment in which I am persuaded the mass of 
the American people has acquiesced. The authors and friends of 
that adjustment I am sure, will be the last to consent to open the 
controversy. 

You likewise suggest, that the occasion will be an appropriate 
one to vindicate the great men, with whom I am associated in this 
election, from charges of hostility to the South, and infidelity to 
the Compromise of 1850. 
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So far as may depend on me, these charges against Gen'l Scott 
have been done already, and negatived in a manner indicating a 
stronger conviction on my part than any system of reasoning I 
can employ. Bound to North Carolina by every tie of interest 
and affection which attaches other men, I am under the additional 
obligation of gratitude, for her highest honors, repeatedly be- 
stowed. If I could consent under any temptation to compromise 
her interests or honor, in a matter vital to the South and the 
Union, by any combination or association adverse to them, I 
should be untrue, not merely to the impulses of patriotism, but 
to the instincts of nature. 

When, therefore, I accepted the nomination for the Vice Presi- 
dency (which your delegates in the Convention will bear me 
witness I had not sought) knowing that Gen'l Scott was my as- 
sociate for the Presidency, by that single act I proclaimed my 
confidence in him, more emphatically than I can now do by words. 
I had known him familiarly for twelve years, and was intimately 
associated with him, during the most trying period of the Com- 
promise, when its fate was suspended in doubtful scales. I knew 
that he had been the friend of these measures, when they stood 
in need of friends. And that, independently of his illustrious 
services and world-wide fame, which will place him in American 
history side by side with Plutarch's men, in the Republics of 
antiquity, and which forbid any petty sectional or factional views 
to be entertained by him, he was committed to the maintenence 
of the Compromise as one of its most efficient and active support- 
ers, at the time of its adoption. And to me, who have been upon 
the public stage ever since the passage of these measures, and to 
whose lot it fell to issue orders, for the execution of the fugitive 
slave law, by Military force, if necessity should require it, within 
40 days after its enactment, it has been a matter of amusement to 
observe how many who opposed this adjustment originally and 
stood out in opposition untill public sentiment had made resis- 
tance vain, now claim to be its especial supporters, and accuse 
its advocates of hostility—If its enemies have become its friends, 
it is well; but let them not be permitted, in the zeal of conversion, 
to transmute its friends into enemies. 

I regret that it will not be in my power to be present at your 
meeting, nor is it my expectation to address popular assemblies 
in this canvass, but I could not refrain from saying this much, in 
reply to your cordial and obliging letter. 
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Be pleased, Gentlemen, to accept the assurances of my highest 
regard, and believe me, 

With great respect 
Your Obed't Serv't. 

From Henry C. Taylor. U. 

Langley, 

Virginia. 

September 6th., 1852. 

Two years ago I was introduced to you by Hon. Jeremiah 
Morton,131 of Virginia, and made an application for a Clerkship 
in the Navy Dept., stating that I had already some papers on file 
in that Dept. A few days afterwards I called again, accompanied 
by Hon. Ransom Halloway,132 from the 9th. Cong. Dist., N. Y. 
He called your attention to a letter in my behalf from Albert Van 
Kleuk, Adam Henderson, Jos. T. Adriana, Isaac Piatt, and Henry 
Coffin to himself; he stated to you who these men were, that they 
sent him to Washington, and could send any one they pleased; 
perhaps you remember what impression he made on yourself at 
the time; at all events, you requested me to ''call again in a week 
or so," I did so, you at once put the question, "Mr. Taylor, is Mr. 
Halloway a Candidate for re-election," and, immediately on my 
replying that he was not, said to me there was "no chance" for my 
application. I asked for my papers, they were handed to me, after 
some expostulation, in two parcels. In a few days I was in Pough- 
keepsie, Dutchess Co., N. Y., and had given up all hopes in that 
line; four of the men above named, volunteered remarks about 
my success, and of course received correct answers; the fifth, Isaac 
Piatt, was Post-Master, the matter was not alluded to at all by 
either of us. The others remarked they had always worked as 
Whigs, and had never asked anything except the removal of E. B. 
Killey as Post-Master, and told me to proceed to Mr. Fillmore 
on my return home, and state to him the facts, and show him my 
recommendations from themselves and others, and if I got no 

131 Jeremiah Morton (1799-1878), of Virginia, who was a student at Washington 
College (now Washington and Lee University), and a graduate of William and 
Mary, lawyer and planter, Whig Member of Congress, 1849-1851. and later a 
delegate to the Secession Convention. 

132 Ransom Halloway (1793-1851), of New York, Whig Member of Congress, 
1849-1851. 
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better satisfaction for them than I had received, in answer to their 
requests, that they would let political matters take their own 
course. I presented myself at the President's House many times, 
only once succeeding in reaching the Ante room, then finding Mr. 
Corwin there, and yourself arriving immediately, I left. I could 
meet with no better success, fall elections came on, in place of 
Mr. John C. Cruger133 coming to the present Congress, Mr. Gil- 
bert Dean134 came. 

A few months ago several letters were received by one of the 
above named men, from a rather influential man in Washington 
City, wishing primary meetings to be called in Dutchess Co., N. Y., 
"Fillmore Meetings." Probably he was not the least influential 
and zealous; he replied that he was so little thought of in his re- 
quests, that he must decline partizanship any longer, it interfered 
with his business, and he had no reason to be gratified at, or proud 
of his success. It was answered "if he could do something, and 
wanted any assistance at Washington, it would further his wishes," 
he replied, "he had tried that after election," naming my case, 
"and signally failed," he ended it there. 

I will say he is a connection of mine by marriage. 
After your nomination by the Baltimore Convention, I called 

to see you; my reasons were these! I had stood so well with Mr. 
Preston whilst he was in the Navy Dept., that he told me in his 
office that "he had read my testimonials, and was free to say he was 
certainly pleased with them, that they were of a high character, 
and that they were on a list for immediate consideration, that 
there would be a vacancy under him, or in his gift, told me what 
it was, stated what the salary was, that it was small, but that he 
had not yet made the selection, mentioned to me to call "in ten 
days or two weeks." In the meantime President Taylor died, and 
he resigned his office, leaving that vacancy unfilled. I thought that 
in the "noise and confusion" of the changes, my papers had acci- 
dentally, or otherwise got separated, and perhaps you had not 
seen or read all of them; I knew you had read some, as Mr. Mor- 
ton sent me your reply to him, to show what he had done. I 
therefore called to enquire, and satisfy myself if you had any 
wish to see them. You said "you had not read them, nor would it 
make any difference, there were no vacancies." You perhaps re- 
member the interview. As to vacancies, the Whigs hereabouts 
want some made; if none are made elsewhere, they will be made 

333 John Church Cruger  (1807-1879), of New York. 
^Gilbert Dean   (1819-1870), of New York,  a graduate of Yale,  a Democratic 

Member of Congress, 1851-1854, judge of the state Supreme Court, 1854-1855. 
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at the Polls, on the Poll lists. I only know one of your appoint- 
ments, made immediately on your coming into office. You have 
mentioned it to me twice. I don't know his recommendations, I 
do know the estimation in which he is held hereabouts, and in 
Georgetown. One fact. More than five years ago, he bought $100. 
worth of Pork from A. L. Offutt & Co., ordered it sent home with 
a bill, and he would send the money by bearer on return. He has 
never sent the money yet, or had not four days ago. I spoke to 
you of political consideration and services; the Loco foco office 
holders, with but one exception, (and he resigned) are in office 
yet. (in this County, I mean.) I have seen one of them pull off 
his coat to fight at the polls because people would not do and 
vote as he wished; he requested permission of myself as President 
of the Always Ready Club, to speak on our stand. I granted his 
request most cheerfully, he made a speech there, and I heard him 
make one a week after, on another stand. He is still in office, 
(Pension) and very active already. What incentives have the 
Whigs to work, when such things are? 

Sept. 10th. Since writing the foregoing, I have been prevented 
by a serious domestic accident from continuing. I was President of 
the Always Ready Club in 1848, (still in existence) our Club call- 
ed meetings that were favorably noticed, see "Battery Fairfax 
News," New York Tribune, N. Y. Poughkeepsie Eagle, Alexandria 
Gazette, etc., etc. We assembled as many as 1500 people at a time, 
and fed them for the day. We increased the Whig majority in the 
County from 19 to 165, for Gen. Taylor over Henry Clay. We 
induced such men as Gen. Marvin, of N. Y., Brady of Penn., 
Edgar Snowden, G. W. P. Curtis, Cost Johnson, R. C. Mason, and 
others, to speak at our barbecues. At present the Loco focos, 
through the office holders, are well organized. One Clerk in Mr. 
Corwin's Dept. is now daily distributing Lives of Gen. Franklin 
Pierce, and Wm. R. King. There are a good many poles raised 
in the County that I have seen. All that I have seen have had 
Pierce & King on them, and all, so far as I can learn, have been 
raised directly or indirectly by Loco foco office holders. They have 
been verifying the fable of the frozen snake. Why should they have 
all the plans? I only know one of the class that is a Whig. 
(Nephew to John Tyler.) 

After the election in 1848, my friends in these parts urged me 
to apply for a Clerkship to try to equalize such things here, and 
volunteered recommendations, of which I am proud, to say the 
least. And my New York friends, where I was raised from Child- 
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hood, joined. And certainly it is neither flattering nor congratu- 
latory to be told that their applications have not been read; either 
to them, or to myself. 

In opposition to the Loco foco organization here, a Whig meet- 
ing was called by posted notices for some weeks, for last Saturday, 
for the purpose of forming a Scott and Graham Club. It was not 
in my power to attend; the place of meeting was within sight and 
hearing of the scenes of our triumphs four years ago. I was told 
that there were not more than half a dozen present, that the meet- 
ing did not even organize, merely calling a meeting for two weeks 
from date for the same purpose. There is one great difference 
between Whigs and Loco focos, the last always remember their 
friends. The Whigs sometimes remember their friends in ad- 
versity. 

If the Whigs here are expected to succeed against such a host 
as we contended with four years ago, such expectations will never 
be realized, and if the Whig party, after having been put into the 
ascendency by Whigs, against such odds, are willing to sacrifice 
the party and its principles to a disinclination to remove such men 
as we have in here, so it must be. They have had their turn in, 
let them have their turn out. If the Whig party can afford to 
lose Counties here and there, to gratify their adversaries and give 
them "Material Aid," so let it be. My influence is not very great, 
but I have had overtures made to me by the two leading Loco 
focos here, being looked upon as a disappointed Whig, they both 
being office holders. I have always been a Whig, and shall continue 
to be one, but to be an active one under the present circumstances, 
is out of the question. 

I should be gratified to know if you receive this letter, or not, 
and in the hope that it may not share the fate of my applications, 
I remain. 

To Fayetteville Committee. U. 

Gentlemen 

Hillsborough, 

Sept. 7th., 1852. 

Accidental circumstances have prevented an earlier reply to 
your kind letter enclosing a copy of a Resolution adopted by a 
meeting of the Whigs of Fayetteville, cordially inviting me to par- 
take of a public dinner in that place, at such time as may suit my 
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convenience, as a testimonial of their personal regard, and ap- 
preciation of my public services, to the State, and nation. 

You are pleased to accompany this invitation with expressions 
of encomium and commendation, far too partial for the humble 
service I have rendered—though you have not over-estimated my 
zeal for the welfare and honor of North Carolina, and the interest 
and renown of our common Country. If, on review of the past, 
I have borne in public affairs there be anything to merit the ap- 
probation you have bestowed, let it [be] attributed to the single 
consideration, which I have endeavoured to keep before me, that 
place or office is no sinecure, for the advantage or distinction of 
the incumbent, but a power to do good, and be useful to the 
country, and generation, in which our lot is cast—and that the 
devotion of his best faculties to the study and advancement of the 
general weal, is the first and highest duty of a public man. 

It would be particularly gratifying to me to make a visit to 
Fayetteville, and exchange salutations and good wishes with those 
public spirited Whigs, in whose behalf you act, as well as to see 
the progress of those improvements, which I trust will pour pros- 
perity on your town, and give full development to its capacities, 
for commerce and manufactures. Indispensable business, how- 
ever, will so require my attention for some time to come, that I 
must deny myself this pleasure, but I pray you, and those in 
[whose] behalf you act, to be assured of my obligations for your 
grateful expressions of confidence and kindness, and to believe me, 

With true respect 
Your obed't serv't 

From James M. Spencer135 and Junius I. Scales.1** U. 

Chapel Hill, 

Sept. 8th., 1852. 

It is known to you, perhaps, that there is such a thing as the 
N. C. University Magazine in existence. It is a periodical "devoted 

185 James Monroe Spencer (1827-1861), of Alabama, who was later graduated 
from the University, and is best remembered as the husband of Cornelia Phillips, 
the daughter of Professor James Phillips, of the University. 

136 Junius Irving Scales (1832-1880), of Rockingham County, a later graduate of 
the University, who served in the Commons from Alamance, 1858-1860. He moved 
to Mississippi, and in the Civil War became colonel of the Thirtieth Mississippi 
Regiment. He was captured and imprisoned at Johnson's Island. After the war he 
settled in Greensboro, and represented Guilford County in the state Senate, 
1877-1880. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 397 

to literature, and the formation of a correct taste," and will also 
be made a "Register of the University." 

Now, as we go along, we wish to enrich the pages of our Mag- 
azine with "Biographical Sketches" of distinguished Alumni, and 
other men of note, who may have been in any way connected with 
the University. For carrying out this design, we are authorized by 
the "Corps Editorial" to request you, if you please, to furnish us 
with a Sketch of the Hon. A. D. Murphy. We feel some reluc- 
tance in requesting you to bestow any of your time in behalf of 
our young enterprize. But indeed we know of no other to whom 
we can apply for a sketch of the distinguished North Carolinian 
above mentioned. Also Gov. Swain tells us that you are the only 
person he is acquainted with, who can do the job for us. 

Permit us to add our personal solicitations to those of our 
brethren of the quill, and to hope that you will accede to their 
request. 

Very Respectfully 

From Seaton Gales. U. 

Raleigh, 

Sept. 12th., 1852. 

Upon my return, on yesterday, from the Springs, where I have 
been spending three or four days, I found your favor on my table. 
I am very much obliged to you for the information relative to 
your vote in the Legislature of 1834-35, and have made the proper 
use of it. 

From every quarter out of North Carolina, so far as the tone of 
my exchanges affords any indication, the prospects are bright 
enough, and improving daily. I fear, however, that unless we 
succeed in arousing a more active feeling in North Carolina, the 
State may go against us, by sheer default. It is a flattering sign, 
however, that our friends are appointing Mass Meetings in every 
section of the State. With proper efforts, the Ticket can easily be 
carried through by a handsome, old-fashioned majority. 

I will take great pleasure, during the progress of the campaign, 
as you request, in keeping you advised of such information as my 
position here may enable me to gather. 

It is my present determination to be at the Meeting in Hills- 
boro', on Friday next, when I hope to have the pleasure of seeing 
you. 
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My simple object, in penning this hasty note, is to thank you 
for the information referred to, and to beg that you will assist 
me, during the canvass, with occasional counsel. 

From Nicholas W. Woodfin. U. 

Asheville, 

Sept. 12th, 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

As to the state of the public pulse here in relation to Elections, 
I can only say that the apparent difficulties are rapidly passing 
away, and with the exception of two men in this place, all of our 
inteligent Whigs are with us. These two Dr. Hardy137 & Col. 
Pulliam,138 are crazy Secessionists, and have been for two years. 
The former raised in, and yet devoted to, S. Carolina, and the 
latter preparing to move to Charleston this fall. Under the cir- 
cumstances, then, they can control no votes here except a few 
who have always [been] locofocos, and only voted with us to 
be in the current, & I am confident that our mass meetings and 
the speaking on the fall circuit will get up the Whig feeling again 
so strongly as to draw that class again into the Stream and enter- 
tain little doubt of this section of the State giving our full Whig 
vote. We must carry as many Democrats as we can loose of Seces- 
sionists. I know of no other Whigs going off. 

I fully concur in the views of your letter of 22nd. March that 
tho' the South would prefer Filmore to Gen'l Scott, yet the latter 
being properly nominated and with satisfactory declaration of 
principles by himself and the Convention there would exist no 
reason why we should not support him. I was pleased to see so 
much from you, and especially as I knew that you possessed the 
necessary knowledge of the man and his opinions to form a safe 
opinion. I have only felt at liberty however, to refer to your opin- 
ions in presence of a few reliable Whigs, and where I knew that 
your opinions would have weight. 

Our people are almost unanimous in their desire for the con- 
tinuance of the Railroad from Charlotte to Knoxville and the fact 

137 J. F. B. Hardy (1802-1880), came to Buncombe County from the Newberry 
district, South Carolina, in 1821. Besides being an excellent physician and a 
prominent one, he was noted for his landscape work on several of his places in 
or near Asheville. He had been a Whig, but became a Democrat. 

138 Robert W. Pulliam was a member of the commission that named the streets 
of Asheville. During the Civil War he manufactured guns. 
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that you first suggested and then passed through the Central R. R. 
Charter will have no little influence in the Western Section of the 
State. Indeed we find that most of the Whigs who entered so fully 
into the Whig feeling in your elections for Governor are much 
inclined to stand up at present, & tho' Clingman may take off a 
few the recollection of his active support of you then with a full 
knowledge of your character and opinions and his zeal for Gen'l 
Scott in /38 in the absence of any change in the opinions of 
either since that time, must in a great degree defeat him in this 
effort. I find that his friends here do not attempt to meet this view 
of the subject, but content themselves with talking about Sea- 
ward, and the abolition supporters of Scott. 

I regret exceedingly that we are all to be absent during our fall 
circuit, & will entertain some hope that we may be able to adjourn 
in a few days and return to our circuits, and meet again 1st. Deer. 

This would save to the State, and the several Counties who pay 
their jurors, more than the expense of mileage, &c and save to 
our clients the loss of an entire circuit. 

From Richard N. Forbes & Edward Patrick. U. 

Snow Hill, Greene County, 

Sept. 13 th, 1852. 

A Mass-meeting of the Whigs of Greene and the surrounding 
Counties will take place in Snow Hill on the 14th. day of October 
next, when a dinner will be given in honor of our Presidential 
Ticket. 

We trust that with this timely notice, you can make such ar- 
rangements as will enable you to be present with us on the 
occasion. 

The general feeling for Scott is by no means warm enough; and 
the recent meeting at Goldsboro' renders it more necessary that 
the party should be aroused and inspirited. Affairs were in a 
threatening state in Pitt, but we are gaining a decided advantage 
in Lenoir and Greene—in Greene especially there is now a crisis. 
We are determined to join heart and hand in the effort to redeem 
the State, and your presence at this time would aid us greatly 
beyond your probable conception. 

We hope that you may consider the acceptance of such compli- 
ments as these, tendered in your native State in the fullness of 
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our devotion to our cause, and permit us to say to you personally 
[page torn] consistent with your self-respect, etc. 

In the event of your inability to be present with us, we would 
be obliged if you will in a letter say as much as possible to en- 
courage us. 

With the highest respect and esteem. 

From Charles L. Hinton. U. 

Midway, 

Sept. 15th., 1852. 

A visit from my friends, John Hinton of Georgia, and Len Sea- 
well, of Ala., will deprive me of the pleasure of seeing you on 
Thursday evening, as I had wished. Your letter was handed to 
Capt. Allen, and I suppose he will answer it by the mail that car- 
ries this, he being absent from his works untill yesterday. I hope 
the meeting in your town will have the effect to arouse the Whigs 
in your section. With us there is little excitement, with the masses 
on either side, several of my friends who mix with them say that 
the Democrats will fall under Reid's vote in this County, and the 
Whig vote will be much better than Carr's, I think so. 

I met with Rufus Barringer of Cabarrus & Thomas139 of David- 
son on Sunday, they both say that it is confidently believed in the 
West that Scott will carry the State. We have a few Whigs about 
Raleigh who have gone over to the Democrats but I hear of none 
in the Country, so far from it, I think we can count as many of 
their party who will go the Whig ticket in Nov. 

From Thomas J. Page.140 U. 

Washington, 

Sept. 17th., 1852. 

I take the liberty of informing you that, notwithstanding the 
decision you had come to, while at the Head of the Navy Depart- 
ment, to entrust me with the execution of the China Sea, and 

U9John W. Thomas, a native of Caswell County, farmer and merchant, who 
was a Whig Member of the Commons, 1831, and of the Senate, 1842-1844, 1848- 
1850, 1854-1858, 1860-1862. He was deeply interested in internal improvements and 
education. 

140 Thomas Jefferson Page (1808-1879), of Virginia, naval officer, explorer, who 
entered the navy in 1827, explored the La Plata River. He resigned in 1861, and 
became captain in the Confederate navy, commanding the "Stonewall." After the 
war, he lived in Buenos Aires and Italy. 
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Behring's Straits Surveys. Mr. Kennedy has "made up his mind," 
as I have been informed, to give the Command of that survey to 
Commander Ringgold.141 You are aware of the agency I, in part, 
had in the introduction of that measure into Congress, (I speak 
of the China Sea survey) having advised just such action as was 
taken by merchants of Boston, New York, etc., and laid before 
you my views as to the importance and necessity of such a survey. 
Of the superior claims of Commander Ringgold over my own, 
you have quite as good an idea as I have. 

I approached the Department with no political or foreign in- 
fluence, but as I was a stranger to him, I begged to refer him, 
for my position in the Service, and capability to discharge the 
work, to the officers of the Navy, and to the result of my labors 
in the Coast survey. I can't learn that either the one or the other 
has been consulted, by way of making a fair and unbiased decision. 
If an officer cannot rely on his own merits and standing to sustain 
himself before the Department, but must resort to political in- 
fluence to gain his ends, a condition of things horrible to conceive, 
the sooner it is known to all, the greater will be the scramble, but 
the better for all. I deem this survey—involving no question of 
rank. If so, and J am not eligible to it, neither can Commander 
Ringgold be, because if it be not a Lieut's Command, it is no 
more a Commander's Command, but a Post Captain's. I have not, 
since the passage of this act, met with one officer, who has said 
I was not justly entitled to the Command of this work, though I 
have conversed with many. 

I have made this representation to you, Mr. Graham, because 
the subject was one under your control, and one in which you 
seemed to take an interest, and for your decision in my favor 
I felt much gratified. 

Though I have approached the Department with no political 
influence, I feel a deeply wounded pride that my claims should 
have been so lightly esteemed by the present Secretary, and feel 
a desire to assure him, I am not so friendless and unknown that 
I cannot get some one who is known, to sustain my claim. 

Though it is not for me to suggest what, if any, action you may 
take, in my behalf, I shall be much gratified (if consistent with 
your views of propriety) if you would address to the President 
such an expression of your intentions and designs, as you intended 
carrying into effect, had you continued in office. 

141 Cadwalader Ringgold   (1802-1867), of  Maryland,  entered  the navy  in   1819, 
and rose to commander in 1849, captain in 1856, and rear admiral retired in 1866. 
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Speech at Hillsboro.142 

September 17, 1852. 

Having been conducted to the stand, Mr. Graham was received 
with the warmest demonstrations by the assembly, which made the 
very welkin ring with cheers. When silence was restored, Mr. 
Graham, with evident emotion, addressed the meeting briefly, but 
with the greatest propriety of language and sentiment, avoiding 
all the contested issues between the two parties. Our Democratic 
friends who were present, (and we were pleased to see such), have 
expressed very great satisfaction in hearing the Governor on that 
occasion, the manner, the matter, and the sentiments were so ap- 
propriate. And though we have commenced this as a running 
sketch, (our space not admitting of a full report), we should be 
most happy to gratify our readers by giving his remarks as deliv- 
ered, if our notes would admit of it. They are too brief, however, 
and we can only indicate the train of his remarks. 

Mr. Graham hailed the vast assemblage as his friends, and con- 
gratulated them on the pleasant day with which they had been 
favored, and on the health, the comforts, and the rich harvests 
which a bountiful Providence had bestowed upon them. He thank- 
ed the assembly for the honor conferred upon him in asking his 
presence on that occasion; he was conscious that, though an 
humble individual, he was connected with the causes which 
brought them together. He thanked the people of Orange and 
Alamance, with whom he had been associated for a quarter of a 
century, and to whose approbation and smiles upon his early ef- 
forts he owed everything; he thanked the friends from other coun- 
ties, and from Virginia, some of whom he understood were pres- 
ent; and he especially thanked the ladies, whose approbation was 
ever to be sought, and when secured it mattered but little who 
opposed. To the people of Orange and Alamance he expressed the 
warmest gratitude for their kind partiality. They took him by 
the hand when he commenced his professional career, and from 
that time to this had ever been ready to confer honors upon him. 
By their partiality he had been given an elevation which induced 
the present Executive to call him to Washington as a member of 
his Cabinet. He had been connected with the Administration two 

From Hillsborough Recorder, September 22, 1852. 
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years, and here, as on every occasion, he desired to bear testimony 
to the patriotism of its Head, and to his true devotion to the 
constitution, and to the best interests of the whole country. While 
serving in the Cabinet, by the too great partiality of a portion of 
his countrymen, he had been placed upon the ticket with a dis- 
tinguished citizen of the United States, for one of the highest 
offices within the gift of the people. Under these circumstances, 
he thought proper to resign his post, and await the decision. This 
brought him again among his friends as a private citizen. How 
he had discharged the trusts confided to him, it was not for him 
to say; he had endeavored to be faithful. He hoped, however, if 
he had not been able to reflect honor upon his friends, that he 
had not so acted as to cause a blush to mantle their cheeks. Mr. 
Graham remarked that he would not say anything upon the mat- 
ters in controversy between the great political parties. He would 
only now claim the privilege of shaking the hands of his friends, 
particularly the older ones, whom he had not seen for many 
years; and he hoped the meeting would continue their proceed- 
ings in such a way as might suit their pleasure. 

Loud and long continued applause followed this address. 

#    #    #    #    # 

From Hamilton Fish. U. 

New York, 

September 17th, 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

The political prospects in this State are highly encouraging. I 
cannot entertain a doubt that we shall give the vote of New York 
to the Whig candidates. I think we are at this moment safe—and 
that our condition is improving—it certainly has improved within 
the last fortnight—it is barely possible that some mis-move, or 
some jarring consequence upon the State and local nominations 
(yet to be made) may injure us. I do not however anticipate any 
trouble. 

I hope that you feel justified in giving as favorable a report of 
North Carolina. 

P. S. I add an extract from a letter this moment rec'd from a 
Gentleman who has more shrewdness and better opportunities 
of knowing the actual political condition of this State than any 
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other person of my acquaintance in the State. His letter is dated 
15 inst, from the interior of the State. He says "the prospect in 
this State has been brightening for the last ten days. If all goes 
along as it is going, we shall get through successfully, of this I 
feel quite sure." He adds, "but I am less easy about Ohio & New 
Jersey." 

From Dennis Heartt. U. 

[Hillsboro,] 

September 18th., 1852. 

We are preparing a notice of the proceedings yesterday, in 
which it will be necessary to make mention of your speech. I had 
not the pleasure of hearing it; but have had opportunities of 
knowing that it gave general satisfaction; not to our Whig friends 
only, but even so sensitive a Democrat as Col. Jones was highly 
pleased. No sketch that we could prepare from the brief notes 
taken by my son Edwin could do you justice; and we should be 
glad, because we know it would be gratifying to all our readers, 
if we could give your remarks as they were delivered. We should, 
therefore, be much pleased if you could write them out, and let 
us have them some time in the course of Monday. 

If it will not occasion you too much trouble, and you should 
have no other objection, we shall consider it a favor if you will 
comply with this request. 

From J. Cowles. U. 

Hamptonville, N. C, 

September   18th.,   1852. 

Your favor of the first part of July was duly rec'd, I shewed it 
to a few select friends, who were pleased with its contents, for 
my own part I had no doubt of the soundness of Gen'l Scott on 
the Compromise, & the Slavery question generally. I don't look 
upon the late Gov'r Election as indicating how the State will go 
in Nov. I know of many Democrats who will vote the Scott & 
Graham ticket, free suffrage had a good deal to do in the late 
election. More than most persons are aware of. I feel certain that 
the State will go for Scott & Graham by 5,000. majority. I can't 
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doubt N. C. She must be Whig by several thousand. All seems 
right in the West—the Clingman influence is but partial. 

From George E. Badger. U. 

Raleigh, 

September 21st., 1852. 

After my return home, I discovered myself to have hernia on 
my right side, and, after trying all the trusses in this place, I have 
been unable to find one which began to fit me, or could be worn 
without suffering at once, and injury. I have thus unexpectedly 
found myself utterly disqualified for field service—even to the 
extent of addressing the Club here; as I am in danger at all times 
of strangulated hernia, upon any exertion, and especially that of 
standing & making a speech. I shall, deo volente, leave here in 
the morning train for Philadelphia, in order to get at the fountain 
head, an instrument which may give me security without incon- 
venience. 

I have sent a letter to the President of the Club,143 which you 
will see in the Register—intended to prevent any misapplication 
to bad purposes, of my being at home & yet absent even from the 
Scott & G. Club here. Of the letter I have only to say that a busi- 
ness engagement left me under the necessity of throwing it off in 
great haste. I had not time to make it short, or to correct other 
defects quite as serious as its length. Well, I hope it may do some 
good. 

I could wish our friends to understand in some way that I am 
not voluntarily idle, and, still less, indifferent in this Contest; and 
yet the peculiar nature of my infirmity forbids its being publicly 
declared. 

143 Badger's long letter to the Raleigh Register, which appeared in the issue of 
September 25, 1852, was devoted largely to a defence of General Scott. The final 
paragraph follows: 

"I have made no reference to Mr. Graham—not because I do not share with 
you the honest pride of every N. C. Whig in the nomination of that gentleman, 
and the hearty desires for his election; but because to him no exception has been 
taken, or can be taken. Eminently qualified as he is for discharging the duties of 
the second office and fully equal to the demands of the first, should he be called 
upon to fill it, every N. C. Whig should feel that a just and honorable state pride 
adds force to the general considerations of patriotism and duty, which require 
him to give a full and energetic support to the Whig nominees. This, for one, I 
shall certainly do." 
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From James E. Harvey. U. 

Philadelphia, 

North American Office, 

September 24th., 1852. 

I enclose to you a paragraph, which the Pennsylvanian, the 
principal Democratic paper in this City, keeps standing at the 
head of its columns, in conspicuous type. 

So far as I am informed of your views in regard to the Tariff, 
they have coincided with the great mass of the Whig party, & con- 
cur in the principle of encouraging American Industry, which 
has so uniformly been affirmed by Whig National & State Con- 
ventions. But, I would feel obliged, not for any gratification of 
my own, or for the satisfaction of those who know and admire 
your public career, if you would furnish me with an expression 
of opinion on this subject, as the most direct way of meeting the 
misrepresentation of an unscrupulous Opposition. 

The signs are all cheering, & the enthusiasm in this State is 
spreading like a prairie fire. We shall, I think, exceed Taylor's 
majority. New York is safe, beyond cavil, & every mail from Ohio, 
does better. 

[P. S.] I expect to publish your reply. 

[Enclosure J] 

Whig Duplicity on the Tariff Question. 

Let the people remember, that on the 5th. of August, 1842, 
Wm. A. Graham, the Whig candidate for Vice-President, in the 
Senate of the United States, voted against the Whig tariff meas- 
ures of that session. Mr. Graham has not changed his views on 
the tariff question, but is in favor of measures which the Whig 
party pretend to loathe and detest, and denounce as British free 
trade doctrines. 

Let the people remember, that if Scott and Graham are elected, 
and Scott dies, as Harrison and Taylor did, Graham will fill the 
Presidential seat; the country will then have a President more 
ultra in his free trade notions than Franklin Pierce the Demo- 
cratic nominee. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 407 

From Reverdy Johnson.1** U. 

Baltimore, 

September 25th., 1852. 

Our friends here are most solicitous to know what are our pros- 
pects of success in your State in Nov'r? Do me the favor to let me 
know what you think of them. I have taken for granted they will 
be with us. What you may tell me, will not be told in connexion 
with your name. 

We have the strongest confidence here, of carrying this State. 
Indeed, I think it may be considered certain, and even my ac- 
counts from N. York and Penn'a are most satisfactory. One thing 
is manifest, that our ticket is gaining strength, and that of our 
opponents, losing it. 

From Jackson Morton to the Whigs of Florida.1** A. 

[September 25, 1852] 
Fellow Citizens: 

The continued indisposition of my family, since the adjourn- 
ment of the late protracted session of Congress, has detained me 
in this city. It was my anxious desire to have returned to Florida, 
and become an active participant in the pending canvass. That 
desire has been increased since I have learned that some of my 
good friends doubt, and others affirm, that the entire Whig ticket 
does not receive my cordial support. This is not so—no such doubt 
is justified, by any word, act, or deed on my part. If I could have 
promptly returned to Florida, after the adjournment of Congress, 
and have met you in free and familiar intercourse, my position 
could not have been doubted or misapprehended. This would 
have been more congenial to my feelings and habits, than address- 
ing you individually or collectively in writing. 

I flatter myself that none can doubt my position as a firm, de- 
cided, and consistent Whig. I am always ready and fully prepared 
to support the candidates of my party, if I am satisfied they will 

144 Reverdy Johnson (1796-1876), of Maryland, a graduate of St. John's College, 
lawyer, state legislator, Whig, United States Senator, 1845-1849, Federal Attorney 
General, 1849-1850, delegate to the Peace Conference, 1861, Democratic United 
States Senator, 1863-1868, minister to Great Britain, 1868-1869. 

146 This document was sent to Graham by Thomas Mutter Blount, of North 
Carolina and Washington. See his letter to Graham, October 24, 1852. 
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advocate and carry out Whig principles, if elected. My motto is, 
principles first, men afterwards. As a public man, I trust my 
course has satisfied you, that I have never been a blind follower 
of party, and that I never would follow my party if there was a 
deviation from the great principles upon which its organization 
depends. I have ever been mindful that I have a country to serve, 
as well as a party to obey. 

In giving a cordial and zealous support to the entire Whig 
ticket, (both National and State) now submitted to you, I act in 
strict accordance with the theory and practice of the principles I 
profess. As the State elections will have transpired before this 
reaches you, I shall confine my observations to the Whig nomina- 
tions for President and Vice President, with the single remark, 
that could I be present, it would afford me sincere gratification 
to cast my vote for the entire Whig ticket. I am pleased to learn, 
from my correspondence and the public prints, that the greatest 
enthusiasm animates the Whigs of Florida, and that there is a 
prospect, which amounts almost to a certainty, they will secure 
the election of Governor, Representative in Congress, and the 
Legislature. 

I was honored by the Whigs of Florida with the appointment 
of delegate to the National Whig Convention, which met at Balti- 
more in June last. Your delegates were instructed to insist, as a 
condition precedent, before proceeding to make nominations for 
President and Vice President, the Convention should put forth a 
declaration of principles, which should be acceptable to the 
South—that being done—we should use all fair and honorable 
means to procure the nomination of Mr. Fillmore for the Presi- 
dency. These instructions it afforded me much pleasure to respect, 
as they accorded with my own views, and were approved by my 
judgment. The platform of principles, as required by our instruc- 
tions, was adopted—it was acceptable to the South, every plank 
of it having been selected and placed in position, by Southern 
hands. The Convention then proceeded to ballot for candidates, 
and we used all fair and honorable means to secure the nomina- 
tion of Mr. Fillmore. Although our efforts were unremitting, we 
could not succeed in producing such a result. The election fell 
upon another distinguished citizen, General Scott. 

The Convention having promptly adopted such a platform of 
principles, as we were required by our instructions to demand, 
and having participated in the ballotings, we imposed upon our- 
selves an implied, if not express obligation, to sustain the nomi- 
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nees. How far the Whigs of Florida are bound by the acts of 
their Representatives in the Convention, is a question for their 
decision. It however appears to me, that having consented to go 
into Convention upon certain condition, and that condition hav- 
ing been performed, good faith to our brother Whigs of the 
Union requires, that the Whigs of Florida should yield a cordial, 
ardent, and zealous advocacy to the candidates that have been 
selected. Although General Scott was not the first choice of the 
Whigs of Florida, yet as his nomination was fairly made, we, (the 
delegates,) through our Chairman, Colonel Ward, declared in 
open Convention, that we acquiesced in the nomination, and had 
no doubt our constituents would give to it a generous and hearty 
support; and I flatter myself, judging from the "signs of the 
times," we did not misjudge their loyalty to the Whig cause and 
Whig principles. 

I have been a zealous supporter of Mr. Fillmore's Administra- 
tion, and, in common with the Whigs of the South, I had hoped 
he would have been selected, as our standard bearer, at the en- 
suing election. The enlightened and national spirit of his Ad- 
ministration, both as regards our foreign and domestic policy, has 
elicited the admiration and applause of the patriotic of all parties. 
He has been true to the Constitution, and amidst the most em- 
barrassing circumstances, has enforced the maintenance and exe- 
cution of the laws of the land, in such a manner as to entitle him 
to be classed with the patriots and sages of the better days of the 
republic. 

In my opposition to the nomination of General Scott, I was not 
influenced by any doubts as to his orthodoxy as a Whig, or his 
being as sound as Mr. Fillmore himself, on the Southern question. 
I neither doubted the one or the other—it was not that "I loved 
Caesar less, but I loved Rome more:" not that I had an aversion 
to General Scott, but that I had a preference for Mr. Fillmore, 
not only over him, but over all other Whigs in the Union. Ad- 
miration and gratitude, as a Southern man, caused me thus to 
prefer him. 

I have always admired General Scott as a patriot and soldier; 
as an American citizen, I have been proud of him as the "greatest 
captain of the age," whose exploits have reflected more lustre 
upon the country than those of any man since the days of Wash- 
ington. General Scott is no obscure individual—"his light has not 
been hid under a bushel"—no anxious inquiries are made as to 
who he is? His name and services are as familiar to his country- 
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men, as household words. His fame is co-extensive with the civil- 
ized world. He is emphatically a national man—his life has been 
devoted to the service of his country—his whole country; and if 
elected, he will be a national, not a sectional President. Through 
life he has been true to the Constitution, and whenever the duty 
devolved upon him, he has seen that the laws of the land are 
faithfully executed. Can any one seriously doubt he will hesitate 
or halt in the discharge of his high obligations of duty, if elevated 
to the Presidential office? All we of the South ask at the hands of 
a President, is that our rights under the Constitution and laws 
shall be respected and sustained by him—we demand nothing 
more—with less, we will never be satisfied. 

The opponents of General Scott aver he is a mere soldier, a 
mere captain, without experience as a civilian, and devoid of 
qualifications to carry on the affairs of Government. Great mili- 
tary talents and administrative abilities are not incompatible; 
but as a general rule, the companions of each other. Both ancient 
and modern history sustain the truth of this assertion. The very 
position General Scott now occupies, presupposes him to be well 
versed in national and municipal law. In the discharge of his 
military duties, he has often been placed in positions which called 
in requisition his knowledge of the laws of nations, as well as 
those of his country. He has never faltered, never erred in their 
execution. He has been charged by his Government with many 
important and delicate diplomatic and civil duties, which re- 
quired something more than mere military knowledge to dis- 
charge. The trusts thus confided to him, have always been exe- 
cuted to the satisfaction of the country and with honor to himself. 

The limits I have prescribed to this communication, forbid 
me from enlarging upon the important civil duties General Scott 
has from time to time performed. I will merely call your attention 
to his missions to the State of South Carolina, in the days of nulli- 
fication, to the Northeastern Boundary, during the disturbances 
on the borders of Maine, and to the New York frontier, at the 
period of the Canada troubles. His country placed in one hand 
the sword, and in the other the olive branch, leaving it to his 
own good sense, discretion, and patriotism, which he would use; 
he always presented the olive branch in preference to the sword; 
which showed, although a soldier, he was a man of peace, and 
delighted not in "blood and carnage." The olive branch he always 
prevailed upon them to accept. 

The harmony restored between South Carolina and the General 
Government, and the friendly relations re-established between 
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this country and the British Province, attest the diplomacy and 
statesmanship of General Scott. 

The important civil, as well as military, services rendered by 
General Scott in Mexico, have been so recent, and are so fresh 
in the recollections of his countrymen, it would be a work of 
supererogation to do more than call your attention to them. 

The election of General Scott is objected to by a few, because 
Governor Seward favored his nomination; they express appre- 
hensions that if he is elected, Governor Seward will more or less 
control his administration, and infuse into it some of his "higher 
law" heresies and abominations. Those who thus calculate, "reck- 
on without their host," and evince but little knowledge of the 
man. All his antecedents forbid the idea; a man accustomed to 
command for nearly half a century is not easily controlled—much 
less likely to become the willing instrument in the hands of any 
man. General Scott under the dictatorial influence and control 
of Governor Seward! The very proposition is ridiculous, and 
carries with it its own refutation. 

Is it not more probable that General Pierce, if elected, will be 
controlled by the Van Burens, Dix, Preston King, Hallet, B. F. 
Butler, Cleaveland, Wilmot, and the hosts of abolitionists who are 
his warm, active and ardent supporters, than that General Scott 
will be influenced by Governor Seward? 

I have not said anything about our nominee for the Vice Presi- 
dency, neither is it necessary that I should. Every one knows 
William A. Graham, of North Carolina. The Whigs of Florida 
expressed a preference for him in their meetings and conventions. 
He was my first choice for that office, and I am yet to learn that 
an objection has been raised to his nomination, by a single Whig 
in any section of our country. He is known to be a decided, firm, 
and consistent Whig, a man of high order of intellect, an able 
lawyer, a profound statesman, and a gentleman of most irre- 
proachable character, who has filled the highest offices in his 
native State, and has served with distinction in the Senate of the 
United States and the Cabinet of Mr. Fillmore. For such a man 
no Whig—certainly no Southern Whig—can or will refuse a zeal- 
ous and cordial support. 

I have extended this address to a greater length than I in- 
tended, I could not, however, say less, feeling as I do, the deepest 
solicitude for the success of our candidates, in the Presidential 
election. 

It affords me much gratification to assure you that at this place, 
the great focus of information, we receive from all sections of 
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the Union, the most cheering news, as to the prospect of the elec- 
tion of our ticket. The spirit of '40 and '48 animates the Whigs 
of all sections of the country; dissentions, if any there were, have 
been healed, personal jealousies have been buried and forgotten, 
their march is onward to success in the pending canvass, with 
the watchwords "The Union of the Whigs for the sake of the 
Union." 

Florida, I trust, will "take no step backward," but as in '48, 
will give a larger majority in proportion to her population than 
any other State in the Union; we shall then command that con- 
sideration and influence with the administration of General Scott, 
to which as a consistent Whig State of the South we are entitled; 
all this we will accomplish, if the Whigs of Florida are true to 
themselves, and true to their principles. 

Let us bury and forget any real or imaginary grievances, give 
up our personal predilections, and at the ballot box in November, 
give for Scott & Graham, such an overwhelming majority as will 
retain for us the position we so gloriously won in 1848. 

Your friend and fellow-citizen, 
Jackson Morton. 

Washington City, September 25, 1852. 

From Truman Smith.146 U. 

Washington City, 

September 27th., 1852. 

As you must feel considerable anxiety touching the progress 
of the canvass, I have concluded to post you up as to the present 
aspects of the case. If we carry Vmt., Mass., R. Island, Conn., N. 
York, N. Jersey, Pa., Del., Md., N. Carolina, Ken., Tenn., and 
Louisiana, they will give 148 Electoral votes;—just one half of the 
whole number. We have pretty confident expectations of carrying 
Ohio, Wisconsin, Florida & California, & some expectations of 
success in every other north western State. If then, we carry the 
11 States first named, we shall be pretty sure to get some where 
the one vote indispensable to the success of our ticket. 

You may dismiss all apprehensions in regard to New York and 
Pennsylvania;   they are  ours  without doubt.  The  Whig  State 

146 Truman Smith (1791-1884), of Connecticut, a graduate of Yale, lawyer, state 
legislator, Whig Member of Congress, 1839-1843, 1845-1849, chairman of the Whig 
national committee, 1848, United States Senator,  1849-1854. 
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ticket in the "Empire State," is very popular and very acceptable 
to our friends, & the Democratic State ticket is unpopular & un- 
acceptable to our opponents. This will help us much in the Presi- 
dential struggle. Of the eleven States, I feel most anxiety in respect 
to New Jersey as I hear [it is] corrupted [by] a profuse applica- 
tion of money in East Jersey by Wm. Wright, a millionaire, & 
a renegade from the Whig party. 

The information from "the Buckeye State" is highly encourag- 
ing. We shall gain largely on the vote for Taylor in the Reserve 
& in other parts of the State. We are exerting ourselves to the 
utmost to arouse our friends there to strenuous efforts, and if 
we can make the spirit universal which abounds in most of the 
state, we shall carry it by a handsome majority. 

In conclusion I have to say to your Ex'y that if you do not have 
occasion to take the Vice Presidential chair, and to make a brief 
and appropriate address to the Senate on the 4th. of March next, 
I shall be much disappointed. 

Please let me hear from you as to your prospects in "the good 
Old North State," & you will oblige your friend, 

From James Gresham. U. 

Weldon, 

September 28th., 1852. 

It affords me the most heartfelt pleasure to be able to inform 
you the election of the Whig Ticket for President and Vice Presi- 
dent is no longer doubtful. The Democrats about here had give 
it up some days ago, but during the last 2 or 3 days, and partic- 
larly to day, Democrats returning from the North, after after 
enquiring about the prospect of Pierce carrying old N. C, and 
after being assured that it would go for Scott and Graham by an 
overwhelming vote, said that it would make but little difference 
how it went, as the Whig Candidates were now certain to be 
elected without the assistance of N. C. Gentlemen from Louisi- 
ana, Tennessee, Mississippi, and Florida, say that they will vote 
the Whig Ticket by overwhelming majorities, except Mississippi 
and Florida, both of which are certain to vote the Whig Ticket. 
They also state, that hundreds and thousands of Democrats will 
vote the Whig Ticket,—believing Pierce to be the most dangerous 
man ever presented to the American people; and that when his 
Life was rec'd, issued by the Central Democratick Committee, 



414 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

and Franked by their own Democrat Members of Congress, and 
the People actually saw it admitted in that, that he said he ab- 
hored Slavery, as much as those who would dissolve the Union, 
their rage knew no bounds. It will be the most triumphant elec- 
tion, except Gen'l Harrison's, ever witnessed in this Country, and 
many say that the majority will be even greater than that of Gen'l 
Harrison's. The Democrats, many of them, console themselves by 
saying, that if Gen'l Scott should die, as they fully believe he will 
in a few weeks after the election, that no man would please them 
better, or rather, that there is no man in the whole Whig party 
who would be so entirely acceptable to them for President, as the 
Hon. W. A. Graham. Bishop Ives is the most whole-souled, de- 
voted, Scott and Graham man I ever met with. He stated publicly 
in my House in the presence of a good many gentlemen, mostly 
Democrats, that he believed, and that with an Eye to his God, 
that if Pierce was by any accident to be elected, that this glorious 
Union of ours would not stand two years. We shall have, between 
the 15th., & 20th. of Oct'r, at Gary's in Northampton Co., the 
largest Mass Meeting ever held in N. C, that is, if great speakers 
and great preparations will ensure it. In the 1st. instance, we had 
a good many Whigs of the Herod School, but I know of not one 
now in N. C, except five in Wilmington, and they will be 
brought over at the great Mass Meeting to be held there soon. 
Mr. Rayner assured me a few days ago, that he was now as hot a 
Scott Man as I was. I was born and raised in Dunwiddie Co., Va., 
the County which gave Gen'l Scott birth. I knew the whole Family 
well, there is not a safer man for the South in the world than 
Gen'l Scott. Gen'l Edward P. Scott, of Greensville, Va., and for 
many years Speaker of the Democratick Senate of that State, dined 
with me yesterday, he is the nephew of Gen'l Winfield Scott, he 
assured me that there was not a safer man for the South, in the 
World, than his Uncle, although he could not vote for him. 

Not a bet can be had in Va., that Pierce will carry that State. 
It is safe for Scott and Graham. 

[P. S.] One Month ago, I would not have give a Chinquepin 
for our chance, now, as devoted a Whig as I am, I would 
not give one Dollar to ensure our Success. 
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From Charles Gibbons.1*1 U. 

Philadelphia, 

September 30th., 1852. 

I wrote you yesterday, enclosing some extracts from the Penn- 
sylvanian. I take part of an Editorial from that paper of today, 
and I am convinced that these indications of another "Tariff 
fraud" in this State, should be nipped in the bud. 

Very respectfully and sincerely yours, 

[Enclosure"] 

The Federal presses assail many of the Democratic nominees, 
because they hope to secure the election of Federal candidates, 
but we leave it to the judgment of the people to decide whether 
such a course is in consonance with the honorable character of a 
free discussion of great political principles, such as has been dis- 
played by the Democratic party. We have invited a discussion of 
all the boasted issues of Federalism, but the invitation has been 
answered only by personal vituperation and political abuse. The 
Democracy have taken a bold stand upon every question broached, 
and yet, instead of receiving any opposition from Federalism in 
regard to principle, with them it is a crusade of slander, and a 
contest of detraction. They have refused to discuss the tariff 
question, because the sentiments of their national candidates are 
adverse to protection. They have refused to discuss the merits of 
the Compromise, because the clique in the North is pledged to 
its repeal. GRAHAM is a free trader, and SCOTT a sworn Abo- 
litionist. Both are allied and bound to the extreme prejudices of 
their different localities—and the antagonism which exists be- 
tween the notions of each, cannot but produce, as it has already 
threatened, serious injury to the country. The leaders of these 
antipodal cliques are as bitter in their opposition to each other, 
as they are in their enmity to the genius of Democracy—and yet 
in their desperation they are laboring to 

[Clipping ends abruptly] 

147 Charles Gibbons   (1814-1885), of Pennsylvania, a native of Delaware, lawyer, 
state legislator, later one of the founders of the Union League. 
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From Edward Stanly. U. 

Washington City, 

October 4th., 1852. 

During my recent visit to Pa: I made various speeches, and 
especially in reference to the Democratic opposition to the Tariff. 
The charge is stereotyped there, that you voted against the Tariff 
of '42. I answered this by saying you were in favor of the principle 
of protection, but voted against the bill, as J. Q. Adams & some 
others did, because the land distribution was stricken out. This 
I understood from you. On reference to the Journals I find that 
you voted against the bill before Tyler vetoed it, & before the dis- 
tribution feature was stricken out. I promised to write a letter to 
Pa: referring to the Journals, but this will not answer as facts now 
appear. 

I understood from you, also, that some years ago you wrote 
some letter, which was published, giving the facts. 

If you can find that letter, it would be advisable to publish it. 
The burthen of my song in Pa: was the Tariff, Sc I denounced 

the Nullifiers & Secessionists by whom Pierce was nominated for 
their opposition to it. I think my remarks had some effect, among 
those who supported Jackson as a Tariff man, & wish an excuse 
to vote for Scott. 

All looks well in N. Y., Ohio, & Pa: especially the last. I have 
seen no Whig there who doubted we should carry the State. 

I met Gov'r Porter,148 a member of the last Balto: Con: who 
told me he thought Pa: ''doubtful." When that is confessed, we 
know they are in danger. 

I leave in two or three days for home, via Raleigh, where I shall 
stay a day or two only, to cheer our friends. 

Corwin is confident we can carry Ohio. 
If you have any suggestions to make, write to me at Raleigh. 

Mr. Badger will return with me. 
There is a life of Pierce, issued by the Dem: Central Com: 

which I send you, to hand to some of our speakers. It says Pierce 
"hated" slavery, & its account of his "services in connexion with" 
the latter, is amusing. It confesses to the "fainting." Look over it. 

148 David Rittenhouse Porter (1788-1867), of Pennsylvania, farmer and business- 
man, state legislator, and Democratic Governor, 1839-1845. He was a promoter of 
internal improvements. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 417 

From Solomon Green. U. 

Haywood County, Tenn., 

Oct. 7th., 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

As a North Carolinian, Sir, I feel proud of your nomination 
to the second office in the gift of the people, and having twice 
voted for you as Governor of my native State, I shall with a great 
deal of pleasure as one of the humble citizens of this my adopted 
State, cast my vote for Scott and Graham at the coming election. 

It is generally conceded that this State will vote for Scott and 
Graham, it is given up by the Democratic Party. 

I remain, Sir, with sentiments of high regard, 

Your obedient servant. 

From Matthew F. Maury. U. 

National Observatory, 

Washington. 

October 8th., 1852. 

Amazonia still wants friends. Can you not, from your quiet 
retirement, stretch forth the hand that has already done so much 
for it? 

I called on Mr. Conrad a few days ago, and had some conver- 
sation with him in relation to it. He, you know, is acting as Sec- 
retary of State, in the absence of Mr. Webster. 

Osma, the special Minister whom Peru has sent in relation to 
the Lobos affair, was in New York. 

After this conversation, Mr. Conrad said he would write and 
invite Mr. Osma to come here; and to-day I saw him at the War 
Department. 

The subject of this conversation was Amazon & Lobos, and its 
object, to post Mr. C. up, as to the navigation of that river, and 
to suggest, by way of inquiry, whether he might not negotiate a 
treaty, guarantying to Peru these Islands, on condition that she 
would open one or more of her river towns, in her Amazonian 
provinces, to American commerce, by making them ports of en- 
try; or whether we might not go farther, and, in consideration of 
the guaranty, ask of Peru this right of navigation to be exclusive 
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to the American flag, together with that of the conterminous na- 
tions only, as Brazil, Bolivia, etc. 

Thus, by getting such a right from Bolivia, and the other States 
whose territories are drained by that river, and it's navigable 
tributaries, we should exclude France and England, with their 
mischievous abolitionists, from those waters, and from a partici- 
pation with us, ad libitum, in the future settlement and com- 
merce of that valley. 

Mr. Conrad appeared to be impressed, with the importance, 
and as I have already mentioned, said he would write Osma to 
come. He is the brother of the Charge, has been here before; and 
Clay149 wrote me long ago, from Lima, that he hated us as a 
people, and was corrupt. 

He has negotiated a treaty with DaPonte, whom, you recollect, 
Brazil sent to Lima in consequence of that lamentable oversight 
which the State Department made, by sending to Macedo a copy 
of that letter to you about the Amazon. 

DaPonte and Osma, last October, in Lima, negotiated a secret 
treaty, the object of which was to secure to Brazil the exclusive 
right of steam-boat navigation on Peruvian tributaries of the 
Amazon. Art. 8th. provided that a company should be organized 
under Brazilian and Peruvian auspices; and that each govern- 
ment should give it not less than $20,000. a year; provided a cer- 
tain number of trips, say two for the first year, and six for the rest, 
was made. 

Clay procured a copy of that treaty, which arrived just after 
you left; and which I lodged in the State Department. It was his 
impression that Osma had a personal interest in this proposed 
Company; for he was powerful with his government, which has 
offered to increase her $20,000. to $30,000. Thus making a bonus 
of $50,000. to be paid by the two governments. 

Fortunately, however, these two Ministers over-reached them- 
selves, by annexing conditions which will prevent men of capital 
from taking hold, in the first place; and, in the next place, as this 
treaty was one of boundary also, instead of agreeing to run their 
lines on condition of granting these steamboat privileges, they 
established the boundary between the two countries upon the 
principles of uti possidetis. So that, by the terms of a treaty which 
Clay negotiated, and which was ratified here last February, we, 
our citizens, and vessels, are to have all the rights and privileges 
of the most favored nations, to reside in Peru, and to trade, etc., 

J. Randolph Clay. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 419 

with all her ports and places. 
We therefore, if the worst comes to the worst, may step in, and 

claim under this treaty all that Brazil has got, except the $20,000., 
and the steam-boat Company. 

If these surmises as to Osma's connection with the steam-boat 
scheme be correct, Osma will not, I fear, be disposed to treat 
upon any such basis as a "Roland for an Oliver:" hands off Lobos, 
for hands on steam-boat navigation. 

I tried in a hasty interview, to post Mr. Conrad up as to the 
strongest points of the case, and suggested that, as Mr. Webster 
had committed the great blunder about Lobos, and England had 
acknowledged the right of Peru to those Islands, it was now prob- 
ably too late to talk to Peru about a guaranty of Guano Islands, 
with an Amazonian consideration therefor. He thought not, and 
would see to it. 

To-day I called to see him again; Osma had just left him. I 
suggested that, as this was one of the entering wedges of a great 
question, and that as he probably would not have time to com- 
plete the negotiation before Mr. Webster's return, when, if it 
were not completed, it would probably be all knocked into pie,— 
for this reason I suggested whether it would not be better to refer 
the negotiation back to Lima, and give Clay forthwith the neces- 
sary instructions to treat, and with which Mr. W. would probably 
not interfere. 

He thought he should have the time himself, and spoke of 
bringing up the Amazon question after he had disposed of the 
Lobos. 

I suppose there will be no hesitancy about acknowledging the 
right of Peru to Lobos; for it is precisely the same—only a little 
better—than our right to the Faralloues, 27 miles from the coast, 
off the harbor of San Francisco, and upon which, you recollect, 
I asked you to give Commo: McCauley an order to put up a barrel 
to serve for a beacon. We acquired our right to them from Mexi- 
co, and Mexico, hers from Spain, as Peru did. Those Islands are 
uninhabited rocks, of which Mexico had never made any use; yet 
they afford anchorage, and England taking possession of them, 
might fortify them, and from them, in war, overlook the harbor 
of San Francisco, and command the coast of California, as we from 
Lobos might the coast of Peru. 

The orders to protect American vessels with great guns, in tak- 
ing Guano off the Lobos Islands, have been revoked, and there- 
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fore I suppose that a treaty merely acknowledging the rights of 
Peru, will be one of short work. 

The other is more difficult; Osma will probably procrastinate, 
as all his countrymen do; and Mr. Webster will be back in time, 
I fear, to spoil it all, should Mr. Conrad undertake it. 

Considering, moreover, the inefficient help which those about 
the State Department are likely to afford about this question,— 
for nobody there seems to understand South American affairs,— 
I do not suppose Mr. Conrad will have the time, properly to 
acquaint himself with the subject. Clay is familiar with it, and I 
thus come to the point; whether it be in harmony with your sense 
of propriety, and, if it be, whether your personal relations with 
Mr. Conrad be such as to make it altogether agreeable for you 
to address him upon the subject, and urge him "to make hay 
while the sun shines." 

My own opinion is, that Clay, whether authorized to guaranty 
Lobos or not, would manage the subject better. He is already 
familiar with it, appears to think of nothing else, and has noth- 
ing else to do, while Mr. C. has his hands full all the time. 

Pray excuse the liberty, the length and the earnestness. You 
have encouraged me in all, by your cordial sympathy, hearty and 
able cooperation with me, in this magnificent question. 

Nothing of Gibbon since he had reached DaPonte. Herndon 
is hard at work with his Report. It's grand. It will show the coun- 
try to be all you ever imagined of it. 

If this letter had not already been too much spun out, I should 
be tempted to give you a running account of certain Navy mat- 
ters. 

I have been absent for several weeks on account of health. 

From James E. Harvey. U. 

North American Office, 

Philadelphia, 

October 9th.,  1852. 

Your letter of the 5th., and its enclosure, reached me in season 
to be used in our columns to day. I re-cast your suggestions in 
some particulars, so as to meet more pointedly the particular 
necessity with us. These explanations will probably serve the 
purpose, although a brief letter, under your own hand, affirming 
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the general policy of discrimination for the encouragement of 
domestic industry, would have been better, & would still do good 
service. However, I cannot advise you should depart from any 
well considered rule, in writing for publication; although a justi- 
fication—if considered expedient—might be found for the excep- 
tion in this instance, owing to the misrepresentation with which 
you have been visited. 

We are working laboriously & effectively. Gen. Scott's presence 
in the West has created a revolution. His tour has been one 
scene of popular enthusiasm. Ohio is fully aroused, and our op- 
ponents are in the deepest alarm and despondency at the prospect. 
Their State Committee have issued a Secret Circular.150 admit- 
ting frankly that unless an immediate reaction ensues, they are 
doomed to "disastrous defeat." If the first flashes of the news from 
Florida are confirmed by the official returns, the game is up, and 
we are out of the woods. I fear the signs are too encouraging to 
be well founded. 

Our State Election comes off on Tuesday next. At present the 
elements are much mixed up, but are gradually settling down to 
our advantage. If we can press the Locofocos within a few thous- 
ands on either the Judge or Canal Commissioner, we shall sleep 
easier that night. But the natives are yet in market, and the Irish, 
who are for Scott and Graham, will not desert at the State Elec- 
tion. So you see we are in confusion on this scene. We have a 
prospect of an arrangement in our local markets which may help 
amazingly. 

Is North Carolina awakening at all? We get second hand reports 
of an unfavorable character from Clingman's District. Of the 
defection of that individual himself, I have never entertained a 
doubt, understanding as I do the motives which stimulate a mor- 
bid and selfish ambition. 

"°No copy found. 



422 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

From Maryland Committee. U. 

Bladensburg, 

Prince George's Co., 

Maryland, 

October 12th., 1852. 
Sir: 

The distinguished honor of inviting you to be present at a 
Barbecue to be given in the "Spa Grove," near this village, on 
Saturday, the 23rd. inst., has been devolved upon us by the Whigs 
of this part of Maryland. In discharging this pleasant duty we 
cannot forbear expressing the lively sense which the Whigs of 
Md. entertain for your invaluable services in behalf of our com- 
mon country, and the great pleasure which it would have afforded 
them to have seen your name first, instead of second, on the 
Presidential Ticket. 

We shall look with much anxiety, in the coming contest, to 
the Old North State, because our adversaries boast that Gen. Scott 
will not carry a single Southern State. 

But we should as soon doubt Maryland as North Carolina, with 
her Graham and her Stanly; and with the record, which you have 
placed in such emphatic language before us of Gen. Scott's early 
and zealous advocacy of the Compromise, we are entirely at a 
loss to see why every Southern Whig State should not support 
him. 

Very Resp'y, 
Y r Ob't Serv'ts, 

Thos. Granger, 
Robert Wright, 
Henry Barron, 
H. H. Warring, 
W. W. Hill, 

Committee. 
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To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

York district, S. C, 

Oct. 13th. 1852. 
#    *    #    #    # 

The flood, in the Catawba, has been frightful. It has destroyed 
a large part of the crop of Corn on this estate, but the Cotton is 
magnificent. 

The elections for the S. C. Legislature took place yesterday, 
without the least excitement, and I told there is some probability 
of the passage of a Law, giving the choice of Presidential Electors, 
for the future, to the people. 

At Salisbury there was quite a demonstration at night while I 
staid there, and the Whig feeling seemed to be aroused. 

Mass meetings are being held in various quarters of this sec- 
tion, and I hope the excitement will become general, though 
some of our friends, I learn, are lukewarm still, in respect to 
Gen'l Scott. 

On the other hand, Major Connor151 "who never gave a Fed- 
eral vote and never will" is openly averse to Pierce. Considering 
that he is about the only person in the district who ever saw 
Gen'l P. and has any personal knowledge of him, his position 
cannot be without good effect in old Lincoln & Mecklenburg. 

From Thomas M. Blount. U. 

Washington City, 

October 24th., 1852. 

It was my intention to have written you frequently during the 
Canvass, but when I came to reflect, from the nature of circum- 
stances, your correspondents must be very numerous, I concluded 
to deny myself that pleasure. 

A few days more will settle the all important question whether 
we are to be under Whig or Loco Foco rule for the next four 
years. Our friends here are sanguine of success. The apparent 
reverses in Pennsylvania and Ohio do not discourage them. The 
damper we met with in North Carolina seems to have been for- 
gotten, and no one permits himself to doubt but that the Old 

Henry W. Connor. 
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North State will, in November, greet her sister Whig States with 
her old fashioned majority. Letters from Pennsylvania and Ohio 
assure us, that the recent elections were decided upon other is- 
sues than those involved in the Presidential contest. Being in the 
confidence of the wire-workers, I have the privilege of seeing all 
their correspondence, and unless our friends abroad are laboring 
under the strangest possible hallucination, New York, Pennsyl- 
vania and Ohio are safe for the Whigs. The news from the "Old 
Dominion" is any thing else than discouraging. Western Virginia 
is all enthusiasm, and Judge Summers writes if the Whigs East 
of the mountains vote as in the Governor's election, Scott will 
carry the State!! At all events, the Locos are alarmed, and have 
Wise and other demagogues diligently stumping Eastern Virginia. 
Maryland is awake, and the Whigs are sanguine of success. New 
Jersey, I fear, is doubtful. Florida will be warmly contested. It 
is not certain yet whether Cabell is elected or defeated. My impres- 
sions are that the Democrats have carried the State by a very 
small majority. I have letters from Gov. Call, and other influential 
Whigs, in different portions of the State, and they all say, if we 
are defeated, it will be Cabell's fault. If that is the sentiment of 
the Whigs, Cabell will have to go into a state of retiracy, in which 
he will not be disturbed very speedily. 

The Whigs have calculated upon certainly carrying the four 
New England States, Mass., Ver., R. I. & Conn. New York, Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio, Delaware, Maryland, No. Carolina, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Wisconsin, & California,—enough for all 
practical purposes. Besides, they think our chances about equal 
in Virginia, New Jersey, Michigan and Iowa. 

The telegraph to day informs us of the death of Mr. Webster, 
an event, however, for which we have been prepared, the two 
last days. This melancholy circumstance will doubtless have some 
influence on the election, whether salutary or not, remains to be 
seen; but it appears to me, that his friends will naturally fall 
back into their original positions in the Whig ranks. It is a pity 
for Mr. Webster's fame, he permitted himself to appear in a false 
position, through the indiscretion of ardent and over zealous 
friends. 

Gen'l Scott has returned, and I understand, is confident of 
success. 

I sent you a copy of Morton's address to the Whigs of Florida. 
It has been well received at home, and will do some good 
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I suppose you saw the article in the Intelligencer about Reli- 
gious Tests. They seem to have let you alone upon that question, 
but in Pennsylvania they charge you with opposition to their 
peculiar interests. They have not taken much by their motion, 
as the lawyers sometimes say. 

In a few days, I sincerely hope it will be in my power to write 
you in congratulation of your election, and consequently the 
continued ascendancy of sound Whig principles. 

From Hiram W. Husted.152 U. 

Raleigh, 

October 26th., 1852. 

I have had some "Official business" with Capt. Harper, an agent 
of Gov't (who returned this morning to Washington City.) He 
has been out West, ferreting out some frauds in the Pension Of- 
fice. As a consequence he assures me that Gen'l Edney will not 
go to Bogota. 

I would suggest that the post which he must vacate might suit 
some of our good friends, who have done service—and who are 
worthy—e. g. Hugh Waddell, Jno. Kerr, B. S. Gaither, Jno. Win- 
slow, etc. 

I leave the matter to your discretion, and desire no answer. 
Our hopes are hourly brightening. Many of our friends really 

think that success awaits our Ticket. God grant! 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

November 1st., 1852. 

Mr. Tenny surprized me by the information on Saturday that 
you were at home. From the intimation in your letter of the 13th., 
that you would probably remain on your farm a fortnight, I did 
not expect your return for some days to come. 

#    #    #    #    # 

Mr. Phillips is here. He says Gen'l Saunders is evidently bid- 
ding and ready to bid all that may be necessary to secure a seat 

152 Hiram W. Husted, of Wake County, lawyer, who had edited The Clarion, a 
Whig campaign paper, 1844. He was an active party man of considerable influence. 
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in the Senate. That, in his speech on Int. Im. he scarcely left a 
plank in its proper position on the democratic platform. He says 
that Mr. Badger is exceedingly sanguine about the results of to- 
morrow, and that the Nat. Int. of a later date than has reached 
us, is not less so. He supposes that our friends in Raleigh are 
generally, rather uneasy. The death of Mr. Webster must, I sup- 
pose, operate favorably. 

[P. S.] Dobbin went to Chatham an hour before Saunders 
took the floor. Long153 (of Randolph) created some merri- 
ment on his return, by proposing, as he was evidently sur- 
prized, to reopen the biddings for his benefit. 

From James W. Bryan. U. 

Newbern, 

Nov. 2nd, 1852. 

The election is over, & I think there will be a great gain in 
our favour upon the August election. The majority in Newbern 
in favour of the Whigs is 114, which is a gain of 64 on the August 
election in our favour—from a democratic precinct we have a 
gain of 16. In Jones County there will be quite a reaction in our 
favour. Several Democrats have come over to us in that County 
& the Whig strength will be polled. We have kept the people 
well posted up in this part of the State. 

To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

Nov. 3rd, 1852. 

*    #    *    #    # 

The election took place yesterday, I may give you the result 
here in the sequel. If the treachery of Clingman has not material- 
ly damaged us, beyond the Blue Ridge, we have, I doubt not. 
succeeded in this State by a handsome majority. 

I returned from Lincoln & S. C. last week. There was not a high 
excitement, except in particular localities, but the Whigs gener- 

163 William  John  Long   (1815-1882),  of   Randolph   County,   a   graduate   of   the 
University, a Whig lawyer who served only this one term in the legislature. 
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ally will turn out. The democrats have had no mass meetings and 
if they have been out in force, it is to be ascribed to party disci- 
pline. 

I have, in the last few days, been put in possession of an in- 
famous libel, purporting to be a life of Gen'l Scott, in which his 
approving the sentence of a Court Martial, condemning the trait- 
ors who had deserted from our flag, and fought with such despera- 
tion in the Mexican ranks at Churubusco, and ordering them to 
be executed, is made a principal charge against him. 

My letters from Phila. and Washington give assurances of suc- 
cess, notwithstanding the adverse results in the State elections 
recently, though I think it doubtful. A few days will remove all 
uncertainty. 

A gentleman from Raleigh says the choice of a Senator lies be- 
tween Dobbin and Saunders. 

The intelligence of the death of Mr. Webster, which I met 
here on my return, and when I had seen no papers for some weeks, 
has taken me quite by surprize. He leaves an immense void, in 
the field of intellect, and Statesmanship of the Country, and of 
the World. I regret that he was cut off without having rectified 
his relations to the great party, of which he was so long the stay 
and ornament, and which cherished his fame with pride and af- 
fection. 

Our election return is as follows 

Orange 
Scott     955 
Pierce      757        maj.        198 

Allemance 
Pierce       550 
Scott     486 " 64 

Scott's maj in old Orange 134 
Reid's do in Aug 268 

Whig gain, on that vote 402— 

The vote is thin, and will be so, no doubt generally, but I 
think our friends have the more zeal in general— 
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The Raleigh mail tonight will no doubt bring returns from 
a few more Counties, and in the morning we will hear from five 
or six in the West. 

To David L. Swain. A. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

Nov. 4th., 1852. 
#    #    #    #    # 

Mrs. G. and myself are examining our grounds with a view to 
some improvements, and will be greatly obliged to you to request 
the Gardener at Chapel Hill to make us a visit, for consultation. 
We may be able to furnish him some employment, in the line of 
his profession, if he shall feel at liberty to undertake. 

I am without election news, except from Orange and Alle- 
mance, which is good enough, but might have been better. 

Very truly Yours 

From Francis L. Hawks. U. 

New York, 

November 4th., 1852. 

As one of a Committee of the "New York Historical Society," 
I have been deputed to ask, in behalf of the Society, a favour at 
your hands, and I take the liberty of adding to their request, my 
own solictiation as a personal friend. 

The Society is, in truth, a national institution, our members 
are from all parts of our Country, and we have a very valuable 
collection of books, MSS., etc., illustrative of our early history. 
We have long been endeavouring to raise $50,000 to buy ground, 
and erect a fire proof building in which to deposit our treasures. 
We have nearly that amount, but cannot begin until we have it 
all in hand. To complete the sum, we resolved to procure, if pos- 
sible, the services of distinguished gentlemen, and to offer to the 
public during the ensuing winter, a course of lectures, the avails 
of which should be applied to the purpose of our building. It is 
desirable that gentlemen from all parts of the country should be 
procured if possible. At present, we have Bancroft, Everett, John 
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A. Dix,154 Soule155 (of Louisiana) Choate, and, for want of a 
better, myself. Now I have some Southern pride, in the matter, 
and suggested yourself, and John Y. Mason, of Virginia, and was 
immediately requested to write to you both. 

The lectures commence with Bancroft early in December, and 
continue, (one a week) to the close. 

I hope you will aid us, for I am anxious that many here (who 
now know you from my representations only) may see & know 
you personally. If you can come, pray write on a Southern histori- 
cal topic. I have written on the three great historical events of 
old N. Carolina. The first English colony planted within her 
borders, the Regulation War, & the Mecklenburg declaration. 
How would the battle of King's Mountain, with all its appendages 
answer? 

If you can come, pray let me know soon, and at what time to 
expect you at my house, where you will find a hearty welcome 
and a home, as often as you choose to come and get them. 

Yours very truly, 

I forgot to say, that the Society does not, of course, intend 
that you should be at any expense. 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

November 5th., 1852. 
•    '•■*#--• 

We have no definite advices here in relation to the result of 
the elections. A note from Mr. Phillips, dated a quarter to eight 
o'clock, on Wednesday morning, states that they have a flood of 
telegraphic dispatches from N. E. S. & W., and that all are un- 
favorable. About half the precincts in Wake had been heard from, 

164 John Adams Dix (1798-1879), of New York, a native of New Hampshire, 
lawyer, soldier in the War of 1812, state legislator, United States Senator, 1845- 
1849, Secretary of the Treasury, 1861, major general, 1861-1865, minister to France, 
Governor of New York. 

^Pierre Soule (1801-1870), of Louisiana, who was born and educated in France, 
and after political imprisonment, escaped to England, and after spending some 
time in Hayti, Maryland, Tennessee, and Kentucky, studied law and settled in 
New Orleans. He served in the legislature, was Democratic United States Senator, 
1847, 1849-1853, minister to Spain, 1853-1855, and was the author of the Ostend 
Manifesto. He opposed secession, but accepted it, and when New Orleans fell, he 
was imprisoned in Fort LaFayette for a time. Later he was a Confederate brigadier 
general. 
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and the Whig ticket had gained 150. If Clingman's defection does 
not produce more serious results than have been anticipated, the 
indications seem to be that we have carried the State. 

From Edward Stanly. U. 

Washington, 

North Carolina, 

November 8th., 1852. 
Private. 

The late election has surprised all—Whigs & Democrats. It is 
better for your prosperity and comfort that it should be as it is— 
God save our Country! On your account, I hope the Old North 
State has done her duty. 

I write now especially to say, since the publication in a late 
No: of the Raleigh Register of Edney's letter to Fagg.156 I have 
written to the President, suggesting the propriety of his withhold- 
ing Edney's instruction until Congress meets, and telling the 
President I had written to you. I want Edney kept at home. He 
will disgrace the State, and do no good to those who, like your- 
self, consented to his appointment. If you will write to the Presi- 
dent, I believe we can have it done. What a scoundrel he is— 
Edney! But for your approval he could not have been appointed, 
and if recalled, something may be done for Kerr, or Gaither. 

Baxter told me in Raleigh that Edney would have been dis- 
barred, if he had returned to the Bar, for malpractice. 

Let me hear from you and that will determine me whether I 
shall move further in this. 

If you are willing to go to the Senate, I will go to Raleigh, 
and try, if possible, to elect you. 

156 The letter referred from Bayles M. Edney to John A. Fagg, dated September 
22, 1852, was published in the Raleigh Register, November 3, 1852. In it he 
urged the election of Thomas L. Clingman to the Senate, emphasizing the latter's 
ability to get offices for his friends, and calling attention to Clingman's belief that 
he had no future in the Whig party while Graham and Badger were its leaders. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 431 

From Edwin A. Heartt. U. 

Raleigh, 

Nov. 9th, 1852. 

* #    #    #    • 

In reference to the election, the news is so bad that I suppose 
our friends have had but little heart to send it abroad. The news 
to-night is, that Tennessee and Kentucky have certainly gone for 
the Whigs by small majorities. North Carolina has probably 
gone against us by a majority of near one thousand. Clingman has 
done the work. The Democracy are firing cannon here to-night. 
I feel very much hurt at the result in this State. 

# #    #    #    # 

From Thomas P. Devereux. U. 

Connaconara, 

November 12th., 1852. 

I must trouble you about my (our) friend, Mrs. S. who has 
written me a very moving letter, requesting me to purchase for 
her a negro girl, formerly belonging to her, but now in the center 
of Georgia. I have refused to do it, but have consented to aid her 
sons to do it, by becoming their surety. ... I cannot afford and 
will not attempt to . . . buy negro Fanny, & lots of expensive 
children, & have them brought up upon tea and coffee in the good 
town of Hillsborough—even I autocrat, I would if I could (but 
despotism has its limits of power) have every man, woman & 
child of the "peculiar institution" turned into the field, & the 
ladies left to some other arrangement of society for house servants. 
For I consider a female house servant, after she begins to have a 
family, as worthless a piece of property as can be immagined, & 
I believe that every negro raised in N. Carolina stands his master 
in 600 Dols. the day he is 12 years old. However, this is by the bye. 
I have nothing to say to you in respect of recent political events, 
unless it be that I argue with those who think there must be some 
reorganization—the Northern section of our friends will not, I 
fear, ever stand up to their party obligations. In a recent visit I 
found that the enhanced price of iron had as to Pennsylvania, 
laid one Whig principle on the shelf, that the shipping interest 
even more show independent & nobody to be relied on. 
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From William W. Morrison. U. 

Washington City, 

November 15th., 1852. 

I enclose herewith several private letters received at this De- 
partment for you. 

I have been intending to write to you for several days, but have 
had the "blues" so badly since the election that I have felt no 
inclination to write to any one. I regret the result of the election 
very much indeed, and regret the vote in our own State more 
than I do the general result. 

I would have rejoiced to have seen Gen'l Scott elected Presi- 
dent, but my great solicitude for the success of the ticket was not 
on his account. 

We have the consolation, however, of knowing that your nom- 
ination was everywhere received favorably, and added strength 
to the ticket. 

Several different kinds of "Salt River tickets" have been issued, 
reflecting on Gen'l Scott and other prominent persons, but no 
unkind or disrespectful allusion has been made to you. 

Everything progresses quietly in our Department. Our Secre- 
tary, although very gentlemanly, is far from being a business man. 
He is frequently absent, and apparently cares but little about 
his office, when here. Como. Skinner and Como. Smith157 sign 
letters during his absence, and frequently when he is in the City. 

*^ Jfe Jfe JL 
TP ^r TP TT 

FUNERAL CEREMONIES . U. 
IN HONOR OF 

CALHOUN, CLAY AND WEBSTER. 

New Orleans, November 20th., 
1852. 

Hon. Wm. A. Graham, 
Orange C. H., N. C. 

The undersigned, representing the General Committee appoint- 
ed by the Mayor, Common Council, Citizens and Bar of New 

157 Joseph Smith (1790-1877), of Massachusetts, who entered the navy in 1809 and 
had a distinguished career. He was chief of the bureau of navy yards and docks, 
1846-1869, and was responsible for the acceptance of the plan of the "Monitor." 
A captain in 1837, he was made a rear admiral and retired in 1863. 
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Orleans, to arrange a Programme of Funeral Ceremonies, design- 
ed to express the profound respect of the citizens of New Orleans 
for the memory of the lamented Statesmen, John C. Calhoun, 
Henry Clay, and Daniel Webster, together with their deep regret 
for their loss to the Nation's Councils, beg to inform you that the 
ninth day of December next, has been set apart for this solemn 
occasion. 

Your presence in the Procession and at the delivery of the 
Eulogies, also at the other Ceremonies to be observed on that 
day, will be gratefully appreciated by the Citizens of New Orleans. 

Most respectfully, 
Your obedient servants, 

H. R. W. Hill, J. J. Lugenbuhl, A. M. Holbrook, L. H. Place, 
W. A. Elmore, Arnold Harris, M. M. Cohen, W. L. Cushing, 

Committee of Arrangements. 
N. B. An early answer to this note will be highly acceptable. 

Please address same to A. M. Holbrook, 
Picayune Office. 

From Thomas M. Blount. U. 

Washington City, 

November 24th., 1852. 

I felt so deeply mortified at the result of the election that I 
have not had the heart to write you. If No. Carolina had voted 
the Whig ticket, I should have been more reconciled with our 
defeat. However, there is some little consolation left in the fact, 
that by the power of your name, the Loco Foco majority was re- 
duced to less than a thousand. The day before the election came 
off, I saw enough to satisfy me that all was lost, and I was really 
surprised when Scott got more than Vermont. Our Northern Whig 
brethren have acted in bad faith, but let them go—they will yet 
see the error of their ways. I hope that the Whigs will become na- 
tionalized, and rout the motley crew which will have possession 
of the Government for the ensuing four years. It is impossible 
they can remain united—in fact, they were only united for the 
occasion of the election. In theatrical parlance, it was "their last 
appearance, positively" as a unit. Each faction is now claiming 
the control of the administration, and they are much more hostile 
to one another, than they were to the Whigs. The distribution of 
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the patronage of the Government will scatter the party to the four 
winds of Heaven, and before the month of June next, we shall 
hear nothing more of the harmonious democracy. I tell some of my 
democratic friends, the only way they can preserve the harmony 
of the party, and avoid making invidious distinctions among their 
friends, is to let the Whigs enjoy their offices, that they would 
thereby refute the charge of fighting for the spoils of office. They 
don't seem, however, to like my advice, and are not disposed to 
follow my suggestions. 

If I can serve you, command me. 

From Thomas M. Blount. U. 

Washington City, 

November 24th., 1852. 

During your administration of the Navy Department, you will 
doubtless recollect there was considerable competition for the 
supply of the Japan Squadron with coal. The anthracite and bitu- 
minous coal interests in Pennsylvania and Maryland had under- 
stood you intended to give a preference to English or Foreign 
coal over the American. Quite a number of the representatives of 
these various interests were at my Hotel, and, hearing them pub- 
licly discussing the question, and at the same time, thinking they 
labored under some misapprehension as to your action in the 
premises, I took the liberty of mentioning the subject to you, 
with a view of getting a true history of the affair. At the time I 
mentioned it to you, I stated the only concern I felt about it was, 
that as the Coal interests of Pennsylvania and Maryland were 
pretty powerful and influential, it might be prejudicial to your- 
self, as well as the Administration, if the idea became prevalent 
that you had given the preference to Foreign Coal. You informed 
me, if my memory is not at fault, that you never intended to do 
any act that would militate against the American coal interest. 
You further informed me, that Howland k Aspinwall, of New 
York, had been selected as the Agents of the Department, that 
they were to receive a commission of 10 per cent for attending 
to the business. I asked you if the commission was not higher than 
usual for such agencies, you replied, No, inasmuch as they were 
to pay the commissions of the coal agents previously selected by 
the Department, and were to advance all the money for the pur- 
chase of the coal, and other expenses, and would not receive their 
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pay until the vouchers for the receipt and acceptance of the coal 
came from China or the East Indies, which would take some 8 
months,—that you had only agreed to let them, at that time, fur- 
nish 3000 tons, reserving to the Department the right of increas- 
ing the quantity, if it thought proper to do so. Subsequently, Mr. 
Jamison, one of the agents of the Department, spoke to me upon 
the subject, and requested me to see you about his commissions. 
I did so, and you informed me, as you had in my first interview, 
that the commissions of the agents would be paid them, not- 
withstanding Howland & Aspinwall shipped the coal. You desired 
to see Mr. Jamison. I notified him accordingly, and he informed 
me he was perfectly satisfied after the interview he had with you. 
I heard nothing more of the matter until yesterday, when Mr. 
Jamison informed me, that they said at the Department, he was 
only authorized to charge a commission on the American bitu- 
minous coal, sent by Howland & Aspinwall. I went to the De- 
partment, and found such was the construction of the contract, 
or agreement, with Howland and Aspinwall. If that construction 
prevails, Jamison will be deprived of his commissions, inasmuch 
as no American Bituminous Coal is purchased. So far from How- 
land and Aspinwall waiting 8 months before they get their pay, 
the money is advanced them by the Bureau of Construction, 
Equipment and Repair, to pay for the coal, which is being bought 
in England, where the son of Commodore Perry is now attending 
to its shipment, and, instead of 3000 tons, as you contemplated, 
it is more than ten times that quantity. This information I de- 
rived from Mr. Jamison, as well as other sources. I have a distince 
recollection that you informed me, before you increased the 
quantity first ordered, (3000 tons) you would wait for a report 
from Commodore Aulick, who had written you that some coal had 
been discovered in one of the Islands, which, mixed with anth- 
racite, generated steam very well, and answered every purpose. 
You further stated, that if Commodore Aulick was correct, and 
the coal could be had in sufficient quantity, you would feel your- 
self bound to order its use, in consequence of the great saving to 
the Government, that you would wait for a more detailed report 
from Commodore Aulick, which he had been directed to make. 

At the request of Mr. Jamison, I write to learn of you, whether 
you have any recollection of the matter, and, if so, what was your 
understanding about the commissions of the Agents of the De- 
partment. Mr. Etheridge thinks whatever you state about the 
matter, will be the rule of action of the Department. 
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I very much regret that I had not spoken plainly to you about 
many matters connected with your Department, I have been well 
acquainted with the operations of the Navy for upwards of 20 
years, and I do know that there are more abuses and frauds in 
its administration than any other branch of the Government. All 
this occurs without the knowledge of the Head of the Department. 
Under the same roof with the Secretary, frauds are practised daily 
of which he little dreams, and you may be assured that a high 
sounding title, and splendid uniform will not prevent many of 
the officers from doing acts which, if known, would deprive them 
of their commissions. The criminality of an act, in their estima- 
tion, consists in being found out. Why, we see officers living at 
the rate of 5 or 6000 dollars per annum, who had no private for- 
tune, with an income of $3500., building fine houses, and daily 
becoming rich. How is all this accomplished? I leave you to answer 
the question. This very contract about the coal demonstrates the 
truth of my assertion. I was present with Mr. Etheridge when it 
was stated, that Howland & Aspinwall had been advanced money 
by the Bureau to purchase the coal, he expressed his surprise, and 
stated that the advance had not been made with a knowledge of 
the Secretary, or, that no advance was made by the Secretary, he 
then referred to the contract, and showed me that Howland & 
Aspinwall could not properly receive the money until vouchers 
of the receipt and acceptance of the coal, at the points designated 
by the Department, or Commodore Perry, and then the money 
was to be paid by the Navy Agent in New York. 

As the contract is now being executed, it will be a handsome 
affair to the parties concerned. 

I trust you will excuse the liberty I have taken in addressing 
you about this matter. I do it at the request of Mr. Jamison, who 
is a worthy and excellent man, and who thinks he will be deeply 
injured if he is to be deprived of his commissions. 

I am, very Truly Yours, 
P. S. If Howland & Aspinwall can evade the payment of the 

Commissions of the American agent for the purchase of the bitu- 
minous coal, as a matter of course, no American bituminous coal 
will be bought, and Foreign Coal will take its place. 

Such an arrangement would allow Howland & Aspinwall a 
commission of 10 per cent for services which the first Commercial 
Houses in New York would be glad to do for a commission of 
21/2 per cent. 

T. M. B. 
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From Francis L. Hawks. U. 

New York, 

November 30th., 1852. 

I cannot express to you how much we are gratified by your 
kind compliance with our request to lecture for us; and I am 
desired by all concerned, to express to you our grateful acknowl- 
edgements for the favour. 

We shall be glad to have your valuable aid on the evening of 
the 20th. of January next, (third Thursday in the month) hav- 
ing allotted to you that evening because, from your letter, we have 
been led to suppose it would best suit your convenience. 

I hope you will come at once to my house on your arrival, and 
make it your home during your visit. My residence is 'Calvary 
Church Rectory' adjoining the Church in 21st. Street, where you 
shall meet old fashioned Carolina hospitality, and do just as you 
please. 

If you can drop me a line to say you can be here on the 20th. of 
January, I shall be glad, inasmuch as we have to make a previous 
announcement of the lecturer thro' the press. 

From C. A. Haviland. U. 

Pokeepsie, 

December 2nd., 1852. 

Having noticed by the New York papers that you are to de- 
liver a lecture before the Historical Society of that City, and as 
I have been appointed a committee by the Young Men's Associa- 
tion of this village to address speakers, thinking that you might 
be willing to favour us with a Lecture while you are at the North, 
I address you, to learn whether you can afford us the pleasure of 
listening to a Lecture from you, and what you will charge us. The 
village of Pokeepsie is only about 75 miles from New York City, 
and the cars, which go about 6 times a day each way, can bring 
you here in two hours and a half. 

I trust you will consider the subject, and come to the conclu- 
sion to afford the Young Men's Association of this village, an op- 
portunity to listen to a Lecture from you. Trusting that you will 
answer this soon, I subscribe myself, 
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From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

December 6th., 1852. 

Your note of this morning is before me, and I hasten to reply 
by the return mail. Gov. Caswell's Letter Books are here, and 
subject to your order. Gov. Burke's are not, but I can find them 
for you in Raleigh when I go down, which will be towards the 
close of the week. 

In the hasty note written to you on the eve of my departure for 
Tennessee, I omitted to say that I would endeavour to have an 
arrangement with our gardener for your benefit. I will attend 
to your wishes in this and other respects as soon as practicable, 
at present I have so many engagements pressing for attention that 
I hardly know which to take up first. Your engagement to the 
Hist. Soc. of New-York is announced in the Nat'l In. of the 27th. 
ult., so that you will have no reasonable opportunity afforded you 
to escape the responsibility, if, as I hope you do not, you desire a 
loop hole for retreat. 

Yours very truly, 

[P. S.] I believe I was mistaken in stating that Gov. Burke's 
Letter Books are not here. I am under the impression that they 
are in the possession of S. F. Phillips, Esq., and will ascertain as 
soon as I can command an interview with Mr. P. 

Since writing the above paragraph I have seen Mrs. P. and find 
the Books are here. 

From. Mauger London.158 U. 

Wilmington, N. C. 

Dec. 10th. 1852. 
***** 

You may be assured, my dear Sir, that none of your friends can 
regret more than I do, the happening of the event which weakens 
your inducement to return to Washington. I feel the proud satis- 
faction that / have discharged my duty, & though the Constitu- 
tional party of the Country are temporarily in the minority, I do 

Mauger London   (1812-1893), a Wilmington lawyer. 
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not "dispair of the Republic," but believe the influence it will 
exert will be a means of preserving our institutions, and when the 
people call upon them to drive out the "Goths and vandals," they 
as ever will be found ready. All history proves that a conserva- 
tive party can never be long in power during great National 
prosperity. I repeat, the result that has just passed, no one can 
regret more than I do, & much, very much of that regret is on 
your account & my native State, for God knows I want no office 
that the Government can confer. 

From Bartholomew F. Moore. U. 

Raleigh, 

December 13th., 1852. 

The friends of Judge Ruffin have availed themselves of the op- 
portunity which now offers, of placing him on the federal bench, 
to recommend him to the President for nomination; to this end a 
memorial or petition signed by the members of both branches of 
the General Assembly, as also one signed by members of the bar, 
will be forwarded in a few days to the care of Mr. Badger, to be 
presented to the President. 

I know that it would be very agreeable to Judge Ruffin to have 
the compliment, and to his brethren of the bar, the influence, of 
your name in this application. I am aware of some objections 
which might be made to the nomination. First, Judge Ruffin is 
not a Whig, but with you and myself & no less with such a man 
as Millard Fillmore, if he knew the Judge as we do, that would 
be no objection. 

The acquisition of Thomas Ruffin to the federal bench would 
be a great one indeed; and would reflect no less on the modera- 
tion of the President's partisan feelings, than on the sagacity of 
his judgment. 

We know that for such a station, the enquiry ought never to 
be made to which side the politics of a man may lean. 

Second, the nomination may be deemed with more propriety to 
come from the South or So. West. But, the origin of such loca- 
tions was doubtless owing to the accommodation of the judge, 
and the certain holding of Courts by having the Judge convenient 
to the scene of his labors; but since the wonderful facility of 
travelling, that circumstance can have no weight. 
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And, as to the distribution of Governmental patronage locally, 
it may be remembered that Wayne may easily take the South- 
western Courts, and Ruffin those of the middle portion. 

However, I have not scrupled myself, under the circumstances, 
to sign my name to the general petition of the bar, and our friends 
would feel gratified at a private letter from you to the President. 
I hope it may consist with your sense of propriety, as I know it 
will with your will and pleasure. 

I have nothing to say in this letter on the course of recent 
events in the legislature. It seems, upon the subject of Senator, 
however, to be now the opinion of many, that Dobbin cannot 
be elected—and that if any one is, a Whig will be. 

Truly, my dear Sir, you cannot imagine how great would be my 
joy to return you to that distinguished post, but I understand 
that your old fashioned republican views of the powers of the 
federal government, would be an obstacle with two Whigs, & 
a personal matter with one from the West. 

The memorials will be forwarded in a few days, and I suggest 
that your letter may not long linger. 

From Thomas S. Hoskins. U. 

Edenton, 

North Carolina, 

December 16th.,  1852. 

Having been acquainted with you ever since 1823, when we 
were at Chapel Hill together, and having served with you in the 
Legislature of 1835, & '36, also 1837, & '38, and having visited you 
in Washington City, being a Senator, and admiring you for your 
talents, and superior abilities, I hope you will excuse me for send- 
ing you my sincere regret, so far as you were concerned, as to the 
result of the late Presidential election. It was shocking in the ex- 
treme! What a pity they didn't nominate Fillmore and you. It 
certainly couldn't have been worse, and might have succeeded. 
But we have to take these nominations and elections as they hap- 
pen: for better or for worse. The result has turned out too bad. 
Scott was not the man. All of the States that went so strong for 
him in the Convention, (I was there) went against him at the 
election. A pretty piece of business. They amalgimated Seward 
with Scott here, and at the North the abolitionists, free-soilers, 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 441 

and infernal foreigners went vs. him. And North Carolina too. It 
is too bad. I am ashamed of my native State. Clingman ought to 
be scouted from decent society. That humbugging concern, too, 
called Free Suffrage, started by Douglas, Reid & Co., produced its 
mischievous effects. But we have to let it all pass. If they try to 
get Cuba, Sandwich Islands, Mexico, and every part and parcel of 
North America, it will be no more than I expect. And how many 
wars, accompanying these acquisitions, attended with a tremen- 
dous loss of life, and expenditure of the public treasure, will take 
place, the Lord only knows. Can't these people who go for acquir- 
ing new territory see, that they are reducing the value of their 
own lands, and every body else's, to a very considerable extent, in 
the old States, particularly. What a pack of fools, I was going to 
say. But I am disgusted with the thought of these things. 

I have written to my Representatives to make you Senator 
again. Why is it the thing hasn't been done? Dobbin can't get 
it, I hope. Saunders has withdrawn. Rayner ought not to have 
it, and if you won't consent to take it, I go for Kerr, (or Miller) 
the noble, talented, indefatigable candidate for Governor. Yes, 
Sir, he is my man,—after you. 

But I must conclude. 
Please excuse me for interrupting you with this letter. 

From Francis L. Hawks. U. 

New York, 

December 18th., 1852. 

I take the liberty of forwarding by mail a paper containing a 
lecture I delivered before the Historical Society. I have been very 
much provoked by the determination I discovered some time ago, 
on the part of Mr. Bancroft, to disparage No. C, and especially 
with reference to the Mecklenburg proceedings. He made free 
use to me of Gov'r Swain as his authority. Now I know the grounds 
of the Gov's opinions, and I further know he is mistaken, as I 
will show hereafter, if I live. I shall write to him, and ere long go 
to see him on this very subject. If Mecklenburg never made any 
other declaration than the document of the 30th. of May, 1775— 
then she made no "declaration of independence" at all, for that 
is not one. 

Our countrymen may therefore take their choice, between no 
declaration, and that of the 20th. 
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I will indulge the hope that the sons of dear old Carolina will 
at least appreciate my motive in uplifting my voice for her, here, 
and will not too hastily lend themselves to Northern men who 
would rob her of her just claims. 

Bancroft was the man who first promulgated the story that 
the document of the 30th. was the Mecklenburg declaration. He 
has also published some other gross falsehoods, about the State, 
which, if Heaven spare me, I will in due time expose. 

He actually attributes all the revolutionary spirit of liberty in 
our fathers, to a settlement of New Englanders, at the mouth of 
Cape Fear, when in point of fact, every man of the settlement left 
the country as unfit to live in. 

We (the Hist. Society) shall expect you to lecture on the even- 
ing of the 20th. of January, and a warm and cordial welcome 
awaits you. 

From, James Johnston Pettigrew.159 U. 

Charleston, 

December 20th., 1852. 

I take the liberty, with much diffidence, of requesting from you 
a favour, which I hope it will not prove inconvenient to you to 
grant. 

I purpose making a trip to Cuba this January, with the mixed 
object of business and instruction, and would particularly desire 
to have the "entree" into the best society, which can only be ob- 
tained by a good letter of introduction to some prominent person 
there, from some effective and influential source home. Could you 
favour me with such a letter, either to Judge Sharkey, or some 
other prominent resident? 

You doubtless think it strange that I should go so far from 
Charleston to inconvenience any one upon so trifling a matter, but 

159 James Johnston Pettigrew (1828-1863), a native of Tyrrell County, a grad- 
uate of the University, who was then assistant professor at the naval observatory, 
but resigned, studied law, and then spent several years in study and travel in 
Europe. He settled in Charleston as the partner of his close kinsman, James L. 
Petigru, was a member of the legislature two terms, and then went to Europe to 
join the Sardinian army but was too late for service. When he returned he became 
an active participant in military training in Charleston. When the Civil War 
came he entered the State service, and soon after became colonel of the Twenty- 
second, North Carolina Regiment. Promoted brigadier general in 1862, he served 
in the Peninsula campaign, and was wounded and captured. Exchanged, he took 
part in the so-called Pickett's charge, was again wounded, and some days later was 
mortally wounded at Falling Waters. 
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my experience in Europe has convinced me, that the value of an 
introduction increases exactly in the square ratio of the signature. 

It is scarcely necessary to add, that my visit has nothing to do 
with filibusters. 

To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

Deer. 20th, 1852. 

I would be glad to have a new perusal of the Journal of the 
Board of War, and its correspondence, and will be greatly obliged 
if you can obtain and forward it to me. It shall be returned in 
three weeks. 

I would likewise be pleased to have a copy of the Act of Assem- 
bly creating this Board, in 1780, and also, of the Resolution, if 
there was one, appointing or electing Gen'l Small wood, a Major 
Gen'l of the N. C. Militia. I believe there are continuous copies 
of the Pamphlet acts, in the State Library, and our friend, Mr. 
Taylor, I have no doubt, will oblige me by finding them, if you 
will have the goodness to present my request. 

I regret that Lossing, after taking all the trouble of a Journey 
through the South, should have made it in the dead of winter, 
and in such haste, that he did not obtain full information on His- 
torical subjects. 

His plan is good, and he has aptitude, for such sketches. But his 
object being to write a book, there was too little care in getting his 
materials, authentic, & reliable, and too much facility in adopting 
the fabulous or objectionable facts of other writers who had pre- 
ceded him. 

I address you at Raleigh, supposing you are still there. 

From Robert B. Gilliam. U. 

Oxford, 

December 21st., 1852. 

I understood at Raleigh that Edney had been called to Washing- 
ton to answer certain charges, and that his recal from the mission 
recently conferred on him would be the probable result. 
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It is greatly to be desired that he should not be permitted to 
represent this Country as a Minister of rank. If there was no other 
reason for recalling him, his shameful letter to Fagg is, of itself, 
enough. 

Taking it for granted that Mr. Fillmore will not permit him 
to go abroad, I have thought that the Administration could not do 
a better thing than to confer the office on James T. Littlejohn,160 

and it is with the hope of interesting you in his behalf, that I have 
ventured to address you this letter. 

Most undoubtedly Mr. Littlejohn is as well qualified for the 
station as any man can be, who does not speak the language of 
that Court. He is eminently distinguished for his sound judg- 
ment, in regard to publick affairs. But it is not merely because he 
is qualified for the Station that I would desire to urge his appoint- 
ment. Mr. Littlejohn has been unfortunate in his private affairs, 
and, although he will probably pay every cent he owes, he will be 
left in a very reduced condition. 

Mr. Littlejohn has always been one of the most active and ef- 
ficient Whigs in this part of the State, and has as strong claims as 
any man, on the score of services. 

I hope, my dear Sir, that you will be good enough to do some- 
thing for him, if, in your judgment, anything is practicable, and 
there is no impropriety in your interference. 

If the Mission to Guatemala should not be vacant, or be other- 
wise disposed of, possibly some other place might be found for 
him, which might be worthy of his acceptance. 

If you feel the slightest delicacy in regard to applying to the 
authorities at Washington, on behalf of Mr. Littlejohn, I beg you 
to consider this application as withdrawn. 

I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you at the Supreme Court, 
early in January. 

To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Hillsborough, 

Deer. 27th, 1852. 

We are well, but have had a dull Christmas, and the weather 
has been a drawback on all enjoyment. It has rained, almost con- 
tinuously, for three weeks, and this morning it still falls. 

100 James T. Littlejohn, a highly respected citizen of Granville County. He was 
a Member of the Commons, 1844-1846. 
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Joseph is on a visit to our friends in Lincoln and Mecklenburg, 
in company with his cousin, from Chapel Hill, and equipped, as 
a cavalier, on a pony. They have had almost incessant rain since 
they set out, and by a letter from him, we learn that he was 
brought nearly to a swim, in crossing the Catawba river, where 
it a fourth of a mile wide. 

Since the opening of the Charlotte road, there has been a 
wonderful impetus to business of every kind there. A friend in 
the village writes me that, in the past two months, the Railroad 
Co's receipts have been $18,000 each, more than three times the 
income of the Raleigh and Gaston Road, in its best days, on a 
road not twenty miles longer, and that the quantity of Salt, Sugar, 
Coffee, etc., is more than doubled already. 

We have heard nothing of the Legislature, for two or three days 
past; at last advices they had not elected a Senator or Judge, nor 
laid off districts, for the Legislature or for Congress. 

There has been no attempt, so far as I have seen, to provide 
for a profitable disposition of the States Bonds, in the $2,000,000. 
of debt she is about to incur. By proper management they could 
be made to bring a premium equal to at least one years taxes. 
It is altogether a barren Session, and one characterized, I am 
told, by more open bargaining in elections than ever before been 
known. 

I have nearly worked out my stock in the N. C. Railroad, and 
hope henceforth to be paid for my work. 

*    #    #    #    # 

I shall probably go to Washington about the middle of next 
month, and perhaps to New York about the middle of next month 
—I have undertaken to deliver a lecture before the Historical So- 
ciety of the latter City, but find the preparation a great bore. 

I have a couple of cases in the Supreme Court U. S. which may 
require me a week in Washington. 

P. S. I understand that recommendations are getting up at Ra- 
leigh for a sufficient number of Cabinet Ministers, & Foreign Mis- 
sions, to supply all all Europe, & So. America. 
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From David L. Swain. U. 

Raleigh, 

December 28th., 1852. 

Immediately on receipt of your note of the 20th., I went to 
the Secretary's Office, taking Mr. Turner with me, and with much 
ado succeeded in obtaining for you the Journal of the Board of 
War, and the accompanying Correspondence. These, Mr. Turner 
promised to deliver to you. 

There is no copy of the Act of 1780 in the State Library, and 
at that day Resolutions were not printed. The Secretary is too 
busy, either to search, or allow search, for the enrolled Bills and 
Resolutions. 

I have a copy of the Acts of 1780 at home, and in case I get 
nothing here, may be able to find what you desire on my return. 

The noise and confusion which disturbed Gen'l Cass' family on 
a memorable occasion, can scarcely have been greater than that 
which has pervaded my work in our Capital during the last fort- 
night, and you may esteem yourself lucky to have had a moiety of 
your order filled under the circumstances. 
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1853 

From Nathan K. Hall. U. 

Buffalo, 

January 5th., 1853. 

I noticed in the New York papers sometime since, that you 
were to lecture before the His. Society (I think) of that City, and 
it then occurred to me that I would write and urge you to gratify 
Mrs. Hall and myself by a visit from yourself and Mrs. Graham. 
I assure you, we should feel exceedingly gratified if you would 
come and spend some time with us, and if you cannot do so this 
winter, may we not hope to see you next Summer, when you 
escape from the heat of the South. 

If we have no cholera here, (as I trust we shall not) Buffalo 
will be a most delightful place next summer, and the Falls are 
barely an hours ride from us, as you know. Perhaps, if you can 
come up, we will arrange a trip to Montreal and Quebec. 

#    #    #    #    * 

The result of the election in this State and elsewhere, was more 
decidedly disastrous than I anticipated, although, as you know, 
I was never sanguine of success. 

The democracy were united in this State, & no one could have 
carried it against their candidate. I never had the slightest hope 
that any Whig could carry Ohio, and but little expectation, after 
the nomination, that we could carry Penn'a. 

I am sorry that we were unsuccessful, for I liked the Gen'l per- 
sonally, and I believe even Seward's friends in this State were 
satisfied before the election that he could not have been control- 
led by Ward & Co., in case he had been elected. I hope that Con- 
gress will authorize his app't as Lieut. General, and it appears to 
me that there is now every prospect that they will do so. It is due 
to his eminent military service, and the increased pay would now 
be exceedingly acceptable to him. 

For yourself I hope your fortunate nomination is yet in the 
future. 
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To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

Jany. 8th, 1853. 

Can you give me any account of an expedition against the 
Tories, on Cape Fear, in 1781, before the capture of Gov'r Burke, 
perhaps in May or June, under Gen'1 Butler,1 who, it seems, 
encountered them in a battle at the Raft Swamp? I see from a 
letter of my Father, to Judge Murphey, that there was such an 
expedition about this time, and another in the autumn, under 
Gen'l Rutherford from the West, in which he served as Major. 

I would be pleased, also, to learn what force assembled at 
Wilmington in April, May or June 1776, to meet the expedition 
of Sir Henry Clinton, & Sir Peter Parker, and who commanded 
them, if there was a Commander in Chief. It seems, from Jones, 
that Dr. Gaston was there, with troops from New Bern, and by 
the tradition of the family, my Grand Father, Major Davidson 
was there, from Mecklenburg. If both accounts be correct, there 
was probably a large Force. I have been, for the greater part of 
the last two weeks, endeavouring to put together something for 
my New York lecture, but regret the want of convenient refer- 
ences in my isolated situation here. 

I shall leave home about the middle of next week, and would 
be glad to submit what I have written to you, but apprehend I 
shall have [no] time to pass Chapel Hill except in the Stage, if 
I take that mode of conveyance. 

I returned yesterday from Judge Cameron's Funeral, and re- 
gretted that a larger number of his friends from Raleigh did not 
attend. I will assist Mr. Heartt in a brief obituary notice of him, 
but he was so prominent a character, in the last half century, of 
our history, that I think he deserves a pretty full biography, and 
I know no one who can do him so much justice as yourself. 

xJohn Butler (d. 1786), of Orange (now Alamance) County, was sheriff of the 
county, an opponent of the Regulators, though his brother, William, was one, 
but who befriended them after they were suppressed. He early joined the revolu- 
tionary movement, served on the district committee of safety in 1775, and was a 
member of the two Provincial Congresses of 1776. He was colonel, and then briga- 
dier general of militia, and, while his active service at Camden and Guilford Court 
House was unhappy, he rendered valuable service through the war in recruiting 
soldiers when there was urgent need of them. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 449 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

January 10th., 1853. 

Your note of the 8th. was rec'd last night. I sent you by Mr. 
Norwood on Saturday the Acts of Assembly for 1776 to 1782. In 
the accompanying June number of the Univ. Mag., in the article 
entitled "Closing scenes of the Revolution," written, as I suppose, 
by your father, you will find a portion of the information you 
desire. The letters of Brown,2 Owen,3 and Wade,4 in Burke's 
Letter Book will supply other particulars. 

Of the preparation made to receive Sir Peter Parker at Wil- 
mington in 1776, I know nothing, and, although there ought 
to be, and probably are, letters and other papers in the Secre- 
tary's office, I have never met with them. 

I will be glad to see your notice of Judge Cameron, you have 
probably seen the obituary in the Register of Saturday, and con- 
jectured the source from whence it proceeded. 

Can you not so arrange your journey as to pass a night with 
us on your way, and let Mrs. G. accompany you this far? Poss- 
ibly I may be able, in the interim, to find something that may 
serve you. I have a letter from Lossing, who is nearly a convert 
to Hawkes' Lecture, a confidential note from the Dr., who prom- 
ises me a visit, in a month or two. Lossing's letter and my reply 
and my answer to Dr. Hawkes, I will shew you, when you come. 

From James C. Johnston. U. 

Hayes, 

January 10th., 1853. 

I have been honored with the appointment by the "Clay Monu- 
ment Association," of collecting subscriptions for erecting a mon- 

2 Thomas Brown (1744-1811), of Bladen County, served under Waddell against 
the Regulators, was a member of the district committee of safety in 1774, and 
was the outstanding revolutionary leader not only in his county, but in a large 
part of the Cape Fear region of the State. He was a lieutenant colonel of militia 
in 1775 and colonel in 1776. He fought at Moore's Creek, and was thereafter a 
scourge to the Tories, serving, between active service, in the Provincial Congress 
of November, 1776. Driven to the woods and swamps with most of the patriot 
soldiers in his region, he gathered a considerable force together, and in 1781 de- 
feated the Tories assembled at Elizabethtown. He was in later years major general 
of militia, and was state Senator in 1785-1786, and 1788. 

"Colonel Thomas Owen, of Bladen County. 
* Colonel Thomas Wade, of Anson County. Wadesboro, the county seat, is 

named for him. 
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ument over the remains of that great man, worthy of our friend- 
ship & admiration of his virtue & great Patriotism, & public 
services. I know no person who I thot would more cheerfully 
render assistance in such an undertaking than yourself. I have, 
therefore, filled up one of the blank commissions sent to me with 
your name, & send it inclosed, with a circular and subscription 
paper. 

Hoping that you may find it agreeable to act in this laudable 
undertaking, and we will endeavor to make the subscription for 
this State as respectable as any State in the Union. You will please 
communicate with Mr. Duncan, the Chairman of the Association, 
and I should be much pleased to hear from you on the subject. 

Address to New York Historical Society.5 

January 19, 1853. 

BRITISH INVASION OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. President, and Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Regarding the New York Historical Society as a national insti- 
tution, I have not scrupled to undertake the task devolved on 
me this evening, however conscious of my inadequacy to its proper 
fulfilment; and a primary object of its establishment being the 
study and dissemination of a correct knowledge of American his- 
tory, the topic on which I propose to engage your attention is 
the British invasion of North Carolina, in 1780 and '81. Having 
been requested to turn my attention to some subject pertaining 
to the history of the Southern States, it was not until after the 
choice of this, and at too late a period to prepare on another, that 
I learned, that a reverend and distinguished friend of mine, who 
has preceded me in the series of exercises appointed by the so- 
ciety, had made the subject of his discourse another interesting 
chapter in the history of North Carolina. With earlier informa- 
tion of this fact, I would gladly have chosen some other topic, 
to give greater variety and interest to a course of lectures which 
has thus far been so well received by the public. 

8 Paper read before the New-York Historical Society, in January, 1853, reprinted 
in the North-Carolina University Magazine, II   (April, 1853), 97-126. 
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The subject is withal commonplace; but it is the story of our 
ancestors—of their struggles and sacrifices—their freedom and re- 
nown. The scene, too, is circumscribed, but the actors were the 
personifications of principles, and representatives of nations, and 
upon the close of the drama, depended the fate of an empire. If 
other apology be wanting for the selection of this theme, 

"I am native there, 
And to the manor born." 

and from occasional access to official documents, as well as from 
the traditions and legends of those whose honorable scars bore 
witness of opportunities for acquaintance with some, at least, of 
the events of that period, am impressed with the conviction that 
from want of chroniclers and printing presses in the then infant 
State, at the time of these occurrences, and from negligence or 
accident since, it has not received full justice from the pen of 
history. Let it be remembered, that the period to which we refer 
is 1780 and 1781, more than five years after the first blood shed 
in the war of the Revolution at Lexington, and full four years 
after the national Declaration of Independence. 

Yet, had North Carolina been no indifferent or idle spectator 
while other States were the theatre of war, or in regard to the 
common cause in the incipiency of the contest. As early as the 
passage of the Stamp Act, and down to the breaking out of hos- 
tilities, disputes of a domestic nature, touching the rights of 
creditors in the province to proceed by attachment against the 
lands of debtors residing in England, and the mal-administration 
of the provisional government, had been agitated between the 
crown (through the royal governors) and the people of the colony, 
which, added to the causes of complaint of more general interest, 
produced a free discussion of the constitution of Great Britain, 
and sharpened and invigorated the public mind in relation to the 
rights of British subjects in the colonies. Emboldened in these 
controversies, the population were intelligent and acute in their 
comprehension of the issues involved, jealous of undue control 
by the mother country, and ready to hazard any consequences in 
resisting her encroachments. This was sufficiently attested in the 
alacrity with which she responded to the call for the first con- 
tinental Congress in 1774; in the proceedings of her various pro- 
vincial Congresses and Councils, prior to the establishment of 
the State government; and in those of her popular assemblies, 
among which, it may be enough to particularize the Wilmington, 
Cumberland, Rowan, and Tryon associations, and the memorable 
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meeting in Mecklenburg, on the 20th. of May, 1775, which de- 
clared absolute independence. 

And these prompt and decisive manifestations of sentiment had 
been sustained by military aid, in the immediate scenes of danger, 
in a manner which proved that she had no selfish, sectional, or 
exclusive ideas of defence and protection. Establishing a thorough 
military organization at the Provincial Congress, which assembled 
in Hillsborough on the 20th. of August, 1775, in December of that 
year, an expedition was sent under Colonel Howe for the defence 
of Norfolk and Lower Virginia, against Lord Dunmore, the 
royal Governor of that province, who, having collected a large 
army of whites and negroes, proclaimed martial law, and offered 
freedom to the apprentices and slaves of the country. This force, 
in conjunction with a detachment of regulars and Virginia troops, 
under Colonel Woodford, defeated his lordship's army in the 
battle at Great Bridge, and obliged him to abandon Norfolk, and 
take refuge on board a man of war in the harbor, as the last 
royal Governor of North Carolina, six months anterior, had been 
obliged to do at Wilmington. 

About the same date, an expedition under Colonels Martin, 
Polk, and Rutherford, marched from the western part of the State 
against the tories, (called Scovilites, scovil or scofil, from a royal- 
ist emissary of that name,) in the north-western section of South 
Carolina; and in connection with the troops of that State, under 
General Richardson and Colonel Thompson, drove the tory 
commanders, Cunningham and Fletcher, from the seige of the 
village of Ninety-six, and on their retreat, surprised and defeated 
them, with the capture of four hundred of their followers. This 
is known in tradition, as the snow camp campaign,, from the 
violent snow storms with which its camps were visited. 

In the Autumn of 1776, a force of nineteen hundred men, from 
the same region, under General Rutherford, was despatched 
against the Cherokee Indians, who had espoused the British cause, 
and committed depredations on the neighboring settlements, 
which chastised and compelled them to sue for peace. 

In the campaigns of 1776, 77, 78, 79, and '80, she furnished 
her contingents to the continental service upon the requisitions 
of Congress, to meet the common enemy in other States; and her 
militia were marched, by divisions, brigades, regiments, and bat- 
talions, to the aid of South Carolina and Georgia; not to mention 
that the ranks of Sumter and Pickens were often filled with her 
citizens, who took service under these famous partisan officers, 
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when those States were the seat of war, and were computed among 
the troops of South Carolina. From New Jersey to Florida, in- 
clusive, there were few battle fields in which a portion of the 
troops engaged in defence of the liberties of the country were not 
hers. 

Besides these contributions, however, for military operations 
abroad, a considerable force was required for the interior de- 
fence and safety of the State. Although the great mass of the 
people were true to the country, there was no contemptible num- 
ber who maintained their loyalty to the crown, and stood ready to 
defend it with arms. This was more conspicuously true of a body 
of Scotch Highlanders, who had emigrated in large numbers to 
the waters of the Cape Fear, in the incipient stages of the con- 
troversy between the colonies and the mother country; and the 
signal victory obtained by Colonels Caswell and Lillington, at 
the bridge of Moore's Creek, one of the Western tributaries of 
the Cape Fear, on the 27th. of February, 1776, with one thousand 
men, over the tory forces levied in that region, under General 
McDonald and Captain McLeod, numbering fifteen hundred men, 
who were marching to relieve Governor Martin from his exile on 
board an English ship of war at the mouth of the Cape Fear, and 
to bring him back, and restore him to his authority in the colony, 
is one of the proudest events of the war, in that year. Pursued with 
vigor, as this victory was, in capturing prisoners, arms, military 
stores, and munitions of war, it so broke the spirit, and destroyed 
the resources of the enemy in the State, and so cheered the hopes 
of the patriots, that its effects were widely and deeply felt. Still, 
the feeling of attachment to the royal cause infected individuals, 
and in many instances, pervaded whole neighborhoods and dis- 
tricts, and required constant vigilance, determination and energy 
on the part of the authorities and troops of the new government. 

In the spring of 1776, a formidable invasion was threatened by 
a military and naval armament, under Sir Henry Clinton and 
Sir Peter Parker, at the mouth of the Cape Fear, and a large mili- 
tary force was called out to repel it. But its attention was soon 
directed to the more tempting prize of Charleston, where, in June 
of that year, occurred the famous repulse which has given im- 
mortality to the name of Moultrie. In this defence of Charleston, 
the American forces were commanded by Major General Charles 
Lee, and included two brigades of North Carolina continental 
troops, under Generals Robert Howe and James Moore. The 
latter was the brother of Maurice Moore, a colonial judge, and 
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an uncle of Alfred Moore, subsequently an associate Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the U. S. Gen. Moore died in the early part 
of the year, 1777, after his brigade had been ordered to the north- 
ward, and was succeeded by Gen. Francis Nash. Gen. Howe sur- 
vived the war, and is well known to history. 

With the exception of a detachment from this armament, 
which was landed and committed some depredations in the county 
of Brunswick, among which was the sacking of the private man- 
sion of the patriot, General Howe, no British force had entered 
the territory of North Carolina until the period announced at 
the outset of these remarks—the latter half of the year 1780. 

But, although the geographical position of the State, or the 
military plans of the enemy, had thus long delayed his visit, he 
now came with a prestige of success, which threatened entire sub- 
jugation. South Carolina and Georgia had been overrun and con- 
quered, and their patriot citizens driven to concealment, exile, or 
submission to his victorious arms. Charleston had fallen on the 
12th. of May. Improving his success with the skill of a veteran 
commander, Lord Cornwallis moved forward at once to Camden, 
near the center of the State; and on the 29th. of that month, his 
light troops, under Lieutenant Col. Tarleton, overwhelmed and 
massacred a Virginia regiment under Col. Buford, at Waxhaw 
Creek, near the frontiers of North Carolina. On the 16th. of 
August, in a pitched battle near Camden, he had signally defeated 
and routed the main army, which had been rallied for the defence 
of the South under General Gates, the hero of Saratoga. And, al- 
though some consolation was administered to the wounded spirit 
of the American General under this crushing defeat, by the suc- 
cess of General Sumter, in capturing, about the same time, a con- 
voy of the enemy, yet this daring and vigilant officer was himself 
surprised by the dashing Tarleton, and his force of eight hundred 
men put to route and dispersed, with the loss of his artillery, arms 
and baggage, at Fishing Creek, two days afterwards. "Thus," says 
a spirited writer, "the tragedy of the 16th., closing with the catas- 
trophe of 18th., the army of the South became a second time 
nearly annihilated." To this unbroken succession of reverses to 
our arms, it must be added that the resources of North Carolina 
to meet the impending danger, had been greatly impaired by the 
events of the war. A large number of her people, dispirited and 
broken down in health by service, the two preceeding years, in 
the low and insalubrious sections of South Carolina and Georgia; 
her treasury and military supplies exhausted in the maintenance 
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of these and other expeditions; all her continental troops,* and 
more than a thousand of her militia,t made prisoners at the sur- 
render of Charleston, and paroled, or yet in the hands of the 
enemy; more than five hundred more, including some of the 
most popular and influential officers, taken at the battle of Cam- 
den, and now in confinement at St. AugustineJ—these are circum- 
stances not to be overlooked in estimating the appalling nature of 
the crisis, and the merit of a brave resistance. 

There was no impediment to the onward progress of Lord Corn- 
wallis, except the want of supplies, which he impatiently awaited 
at Camden. His road to Charlotte, the capital of Mecklenburg 
county, and the first point of his destination, laid parallel to the 
great rivers of the country, and crosses the State boundary upon 
an imaginary line. In the absence of maps, so much geography 
as may be necessary to comprehend the movements which we shall 
describe, may be comprised in few words. The Broad and Catawba 
rivers are the chief tributaries of the Santee, and the Yadkin of 
the Pedee, parallel streams rising in the mountains of North 
Carolina, and running southwardly to the ocean in South Caro- 
lina. The Cape Fear pursues a like course, but wholly in North 
Carolina, its head waters being the Deep and Haw, or Saxapahaw, 
rivers. The Dan is the headstream of the Roanoke, and at our 
points of reference, is coursing from west to east, nearly with the 
line of division between North Carolina and Virginia. 

But there is an episode to our narrative, before pursuing the 
march of the invading army. The disastrous tidings of the fall of 
Charleston sped rapidly through the country, bringing gloom to 
the heart of the patriot, cheerfulness and joy to the loyalist, and 
inclining the wavering and irresolute to the cause of royalty. Early 
in June, the militia of the counties of Mecklenburg and Rowan, 
comprehending the region between the Yadkin and Catawba, who 
had so early and so constantly signalized their devotion to liberty, 
were ordered out under Brigadier General Rutherford, to oppose 
the triumphal march of the British General. Scarcely had they 
assembled at the place of rendezvous, about ten miles northeast 
of Charlotte, when the intelligence arrived of an assemblage of 
a body of loyalists at Ramsour's Mills, some forty miles distant, 
beyond the Catawba, in the county of Tryon, and within view 
of the present village of Lincolnton. Unwilling to weaken the 
force he had gathered to impede the advance of the British army, 

*Life of Davidson, appendix to his Memoirs, 
fMarshall's Life of Wash. p. 333. 
^Journal of Board of War, MSS. 
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General Rutherford despatched orders to Col. Francis Locke, of 
Rowan, and other faithful officers, to collect the available force 
of their several neighborhoods, and suppress the insurrection at the 
earliest practicable moment. It appeared that one John Moore, 
of the county of Tryon, (now Lincoln) who had joined the enemy 
in South Carolina the preceding winter, had recently returned, 
dressed in a tattered suit of British uniform and a sword, and 
announced himself a lieutenant colonel in the well known regi- 
ment of North Carolina loyalists, commanded by Col. John Hamil- 
ton, of Halifax. He brought detailed accounts of the seige and 
surrender of Charleston, and an authoritative message from Lord 
Cornwallis, that he would march into that section as soon as the 
then ripening harvests were gathered, so as to afford a support 
for his army. Very soon thereafter, Nicholas Welsh, of the same 
vicinity, who had been in the British service for eighteen months, 
and bore a major's commission in the same regiment, also re- 
turned, with splendid official equipments and a purse of gold, 
which was ostentatiously displayed to his admiring associates, 
with artful speeches in aid of the cause he had embraced. He also 
gave the first information of Buford's defeat, and represented that 
all resistance on the part of the whigs would now be hopeless. 
Under these leaders, there was collected, in a few days, a force 
of thirteen hundred men, who were encamped in an advantageous 
position, preparatory to their being marched to effect a junction 
with the British in South Carolina. 

Colonel Locke, and the other officers who had received the 
orders of General Rutherford, already referred to, proceeded to 
execute them with the utmost alacrity and promptitude. In less 
than five days they levied their several quotas, and, crossing the 
Catawba at various fords, affected a junction within sixteen miles 
of the camp of the royalists, on the 19th. of June, with three 
hundred and fifty men. At sunrise next morning, with this unequal 
force, and without any chief commander, or understood arrange- 
ment of battle, except that three companies of horse, which con- 
stituted their cavalry, should go in front, they assaulted the camp 
of the tories, containing as already mentioned, thirteen hundred 
men, and, after a well sustained and bloody engagement of an 
hour, compelled them to retreat. The particulars of this action, 
did time permit us to recur to them, are of much interest. Blood 
relatives and familiar acquaintances fought in opposing ranks, and 
when the smoke of battle occasionally cleared away, recognized 
each other in the conflict—the tories wearing their well-known 
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badge of a green pine twig in front of the hat, and the whigs a 
similar badge of white paper, which was, in some instances, 
taken as a mark by the enemy, and occasioned the wearers to be 
shot in the head. These were the only means of distinguishing the 
two parties in the action in which neighbor met neighbor in 
deadly strife, with the rifles carried in hunting, and in the use of 
which weapon one hundred men on either side were as expert and 
unerring as any like number of Kentuckians in the time of Boone. 
Seventy men, including five whig and four tory captains were left 
dead on the field, and more than two hundred were wounded, the 
loss being shared about equally by the respective sides. 

It is a remarkable omission, in the histories of the war of the 
revolution, that no author, neither Marshall, Lee, Ramsay, Botta, 
nor any other that I have consulted, makes mention of this im- 
portant battle of Ramsour's Mills. The only intelligible record of 
it, in extenso, from the pen of Gen. Joseph Graham, an officer in 
Rutherford's brigade, who was on the battle-field immediately 
after the action, was published in the newspapers of North Caro- 
lina thirty years since, and has been copied by Mr. Wheeler in his 
recent collection of materia historica of North Carolina. It is 
likewise noticed by Mr. Lossing in his recent work, the "Field 
Book of the Revolution." For daring courage on the part of the 
Whig assailants, considering that the enemy out numbered them 
in the proportion of four to one, and had great advantage in posi- 
tion, it is surpassed by few events of the war, and as a chastisement 
and a check upon the rising and exultant spirit of the loyalists 
over the recent disasters to our arms in South Carolina, the re- 
sult was of the same nature, and almost equal in salutary effects 
to the victory of Caswell and Lillington, at Moore's Creek bridge, 
four years preceding. 

I have failed, earlier, to mention that Colonel Locke and his 
brave associates, after resolving to engage the enemy, despatched 
a messenger to carry this information to General Rutherford, and 
request his co-operation if possible, but did not make his com- 
pliance a preliminary to their attack; and that this officer, having 
heard of the retirement of the British forces from Waxhaw to 
Camden, had, without knowledge of the intentions of Locke, 
crossed the Catawba, with the purpose of himself dispersing the 
tories at Ramsour's, and arrived with his brigade on the battle 
field about two hours after the retreat of the enemy. Had the as- 
sault been postponed for this brief space, the victory would doubt- 
less have been more complete, and possibly many of the gallant 



458 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

dead would have been spared to encounter the invading Briton, 
trained for the conflict by this first essay in arms. 

General Rutherford, in the succeeding month, joined Gen. 
Gates, in command of a brigade of militia, and in the defeat at 
Camden, on the 16th. of August, was wounded, and taken pris- 
oner by the enemy, and therefore, does not appear in the ensuing 
campaign. 

The determination of Gen. Gates not to attempt to rally his 
routed army short of Hillsborough, which is near the center of 
North Carolina, and more than two hundred miles from Camden, 
was an entire abandonment of one-half of the State to the depre- 
dations of the enemy. This is mentioned with regret, by Lee, 
in his memoirs of the war in the South, on account particularly, 
of the district between the Yadkin and Catawba, on whose ef- 
ficiency and devotion to the patriot cause he pronounces a high 
eulogium. With the British in front, and bodies of tories within 
striking distance, both on its right and left, the contest now be- 
came, in that section, a war pro aris et focis, with few immediate 
resources for its protection but those furnished by itself, and these 
greatly diminished by the melancholy events to which allusion 
has already been made. But the spirit of the country did not for- 
sake it in this trying hour, and it was, perhaps, fortunate that the 
British army, in its first inroad into the State, was to encounter 
a people of such unshaken resolution and activity in the gloom 
which overspread the southern country. 

Among many noble and intrepid patriots in this district, "who 
struggled with the storms of fate," and upheld the failing for- 
tunes of their country, two characters deserve to be conspicuously 
remembered. These are Brigadier Gen. Wm. Lee Davidson, and 
Col. Wm. R. Davie. 

Gen. Davidson was of Irish extraction, and his parents, like 
almost all the original settlers in that region, were emigrants from 
Pennsylvania. He was educated at an academy called "Queen's 
Museum," in Charlotte, and, fired with a noble ardor to sustain 
the patriot cause in arms, was commissioned a Major in one of 
the regiments raised in North Carolina for the continental service, 
in 1776. In this capacity he marched northward in the brigade of 
Gen. Francis Nash, who was killed in the battle of Germantown, 
in October, 1777, joined the main army, under Gen. Washington, 
in New Jersey, and served under the Commander-in-chief through 
the three following campaigns; during which time he was pro- 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 459 

moted to a lieutenant colonelcy, with the command of a regiment. 
His presence at home, at this juncture, was purely accidental. 

The troops of the North Carolina line having been detached to 
re-inforce the Southern army, then under the command of Gen. 
Lincoln, he obtained permission to visit his family, from which 
he had been three years separated, with the expectation of join- 
ing his regiment in South Carolina. But Charleston being invested 
at the time of his approach, and all access cut off, he was thus 
saved from capture with his comrades in arms, and returned im- 
mediately to his home in Mecklenburg. He, however, did not 
resign himself to repose and inactivity, but, taking command of 
a body of militia, rendered effective service in quelling the tory 
insurrections consequent on the fall of Charleston. After the cap- 
ture of General Rutherford at Gates' defeat, Col. Davidson was 
appointed a Brigadier General of militia, and thus had immediate 
command of the citizen soldiers of the frontier county of Meck- 
lenburg, at the time when the services of every man were required 
who was capable of bearing arms. His romantic devotion to the 
public service, as manifested in a continuous absence of three 
years from a young and endeared family, his familiarity with the 
well foughten fields of Monmouth, Brandywine, and German- 
town, and the fact that he had seen service under the eye, and 
with the approbation of Washington, made him a star of guidance 
to his countrymen, and inspired them with hope and confidence. 

Of Col. Davie, a less minute introduction is necessary. Surviv- 
ing the war, he became subsequently known tovthe Union as one 
of the great American orators, lawyers and statesmen, a leader 
in every great enterprise for the improvement and elevation of 
the character of his own State—at one time her Chief Magistrate— 
a member of the federal convention, a special minister to France, 
in conjunction with Mr. Murray and Chief Justice Ellsworth, 
during Napoleon's Consulate, and one of the most accomplished 
and elegant gentlemen of the revolutionary race. At the period 
to which we refer, he may have been twenty-five years of age—some 
four years graduated at Nassau Hall, Princeton—interrupted in 
his law studies by the events of the war, 

Inter arma, silent leges, 
he had gratified his early desire and the inclinations of his genius, 
and become a soldier. Of studious habits, he had brought his well 
furnished and disciplined mind to the study of military science, 
and had mastered it. His service had been in the horse, where 
he had received the approbation of Pulaski. He had approved his 
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gallantry at the battle of Stono, where he was severely wounded, at 
Hanging Rock, and on other fields, and his zeal in the patriot 
cause by expending an estate, constituting his chief, if not only 
fortune, in equipping a legionary corps, of which he was now at 
the head. He was prudent, vigilant, intrepid and skillful in his 
movements against the enemy, and with a charming presence, a 
ready eloquence, and an undaunted spirit, he was among the young 
men of the day, as Harry Percy "to the chivalry of England." 

Having received his supplies, Lord Cornwallis moved forward 
from Camden on the 8th. of September, with the assured expecta- 
tion of conquering North Carolina, before Congress could bring 
another army into the field. With his military force there were 
adventitious aids, from which much was expected. In his train was 
the late Royal Governor Martin, who, having lingered off the 
mouth of Cape Fear, in a ship-of-war for more than a year after 
his expulsion from the Province, in the hope of restoration to 
authority, had paid a visit to New York, and was now returned, 
and hoped to receive that doubtful submission, under the guns 
of his Majesty's army, which he had been unable to exact by the 
aid of his provincial adherents alone. A printing press formed 
also a part of the furniture of the camp, with which it was in- 
tended to fulminate threats, gazette victories, and distribute 
pardons, protections and promises. In his ranks was a regiment of 
loyalists, raised in North Carolina, under the command of Col. 
Hamilton, a Scotch merchant of Halifax, and connected in busi- 
ness with a house at Cross Creek, in the midst of the settlement 
of his countrymen; a gentleman of high tone and courage, held 
in great esteem for the virtues of private life, and who, after the 
war, was for many years his Brittanic Majesty's consul at Norfolk.* 
From these, it was hoped that dissaffection would be encouraged, 
that the State would fall an easy prey, and that the royal army 
would find ready recruits within her limits for ulterior opera- 
tions. 

The main army, moving directly northward, in the direction 
of Charlotte, Lieut. Col. Ferguson, with a detachment of regulars 
and loyalists, was despatched west of the Wateree, or Catawba, 
to advance in a parallel line to it, to open free communication with 
the loyalists in that quarter, and incite them to effective coopera- 
tions with the British. 

*Col. Hamilton is reported to have been uniformly humane to American 
prisoners, and Governor Burke, in his correspondence, acknowledges his kindness, 
to himself, while a prisoner at Charleston. 
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To oppose the main army there was no force, but the militia 
of Mecklenburg and Rowan, under Davidson, and the legionary 
corps of Davie. These troops had been upon duty the greater 
part of the summer, and, especially since the defeat of Gates, had 
constituted a kind of national guard and corps of observation. On 
his approach Davidson prudently retired in the direction of Salis- 
bury, but Davie, delighting in enterprise, and being perfectly ac- 
quainted with the country, resolved, not only to watch the enemy, 
but harrass and annoy him whenever occasion should serve. Keep- 
ing well advised of his positions and movements, he struck on 
every opportunity, and always with effect. By a perilous exploit, 
at the plantation of Capt. Wahab, one of his own corps, near the 
South Carolina border, he completely surprised an outpost, and 
after killing and wounding about sixty of the adversary, marched 
off unhurt, with a large acquisition of horses and arms. 

Upon the entrance of the British army into Charlotte, Davie, 
being joined by about fifty volunteers, hastily assembled from 
the neighboring country, under Captain Graham, and relying on 
the firmness of his troops, made a gallant stand in defence of this 
Carolina "cradle of liberty." By a judicious disposition of his 
force, under cover of the buildings and enclosures of the village, 
he thrice drove back the British cavalry, to receive the rebuke of 
their commander-in-chief, and made good his retreat, with a loss 
much inferior to that of the enemy. Lord Cornwallis occupied 
the village, intending to advance to Salisbury. But with his over- 
whelming force, he found it no place of repose or security. His 
sentries were shot down at their posts; his pickets kept in a 
constant state of alarm and annoyance; his wagons, with stores, 
seized and destroyed within a few miles of his headquarters; and, 
in one instance, a foraging detachment of four hundred men was 
attacked and driven home, with a loss of twenty-seven killed and 
wounded, by an ambushing party of seven individuals from the 
neighboring country, all of whom escaped unscathed; the British 
officer declaring on his return, "that he had found a rebel in 
every bush outside of the lines of the encampment." It was mani- 
festations such as these that induced Lieutenant Colonel Tarle- 
ton, in his "History of the Campaigns in the Colonies," to honor 
these adjoining counties of old Mecklenburg and Rowan with 
the designation of "the most rebellious district in America." 

The printing press—the first that had ever been carried to that 
region of country—was put in requisition, both by the royal 
Governor and General, and proclamations of the Board of War 
went forth, filled with asseverations of the success of his Majesty's 
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arms, exhortations to loyalty and duty, and denunciations upon 
rebellion and treason; but without serious effect. 

While his lordship was thus occupied and entertained at Char- 
lotte, he was astounded by the defeat and death of Ferguson, at 
King's Mountain, about thirty miles to his left, with the loss of 
his whole force, both regulars and loyalists, killed, wounded, or 
taken prisoners, together with all the supernumerary arms with 
which he had been furnished, for the inhabitants of the country 
who might join the royal standard. Of this memorable exploit, 
achieved within a mile or two of the boundary between the 
Carolinas, on its southern side, by the co-operation of Colonels 
Campbell, of Virginia; Cleaveland, Shelby, Sevier, and McDowell, 
of North Carolina; Williams, Hill, and others, of South Carolina, 
it would be but idle repetition to speak in detail. Of the action 
and its incidents, a full description is contained in Foote's 
"Sketches of North Carolina," and biographical memoirs of its 
principal actors in "Lossing's Field Book of the Revolution." No 
one can, however, contemplate the gatherings of these intrepid 
"Sons of Liberty," under the leaders of their respective sections 
or neighborhoods—their issuing forth, as did the largest portion 
of them, from the gorges and passes of the Alleghanies, and tak- 
ing the field, without quartermaster or commissary, each man 
upon his own horse, and furnished with his own arms, "the horse 
to be sustained by the grass of nature, and the soldier from the 
homely contents of his wallet, made and filled by his wife or 
mother,"—their concentration—their arrangement of the tem- 
porary command by election—their long marches—their eager pur- 
suit of the enemy—his refuge on the mountain top—their assault, 
persevering courage, and overwhelming victory—without being 
carried back, in imagination, to the sublime simplicity and 
bravery of classic romance in Sparta, and early Rome, or to the 
memorable defence of the Swiss cantons against the invasion of 
Austria. 

This victory, which was obtained on the 7th. of October, was 
decisive of the campaign. Instead of proceeding to his meditated 
conquest, the British general was compelled to address himself 
to the task of maintaining what he had acquired. Departing from 
Charlotte in the night, pursued by Davidson and Davie to the 
Catawba, with the capture of a portion of his baggage he re- 
treated to Winnsboro', some twenty miles westward of Camden, 
as the most eligible position for the preservation of his ascendancy 
in South Carolina. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 463 

Thus terminated the invasion of 1780. But the end of the war 
was not yet. 

By his selection of Hillsborough as the point for reforming his 
routed army, General Gates had the advantage of consultation 
with the Governor of the State and the Legislature, which, in 
view of the public danger, held two appointed sessions in each 
year, and assembled in that town on the 5th. of September.* This 
body at once applied itself to providing for the defence of the 
State in every practicable method. At its preceding session a 
board had been created "for carrying on trade, for the benefit of 
the State," for the purpose of importing or procuring arms, and 
"other military stores for the army, as well as the importation of 
salt, and all kinds of merchandise, for the use and consumption 
of the good people of the State." And now, to procure supplies 
for the large army it was hoped to assemble and recruit, taxes 
were laid, to be paid in provisions, and agents appointed in every 
county for their collection; purchases were authorized of all the 
means of subsistence, as well as of wagons, horses, and other neces- 
saries, so far as the impoverished treasury would allow, and im- 
pressments were freely authorized, other means of supply failing. 
But the most notable of their proceedings was "An act creating 
a Board of War," to direct and control the military of the State, 
and a resolution requesting Gen. Smallwood, of the Continental 
line, and second in command to Gen. Gates, to assume the com- 
mand of her militia that were, or should be, called into service; 
a measure originating, doubtless, in no feeling of disrespect to 
Governor Nash, the actual occupant of the executive chair, and 
prompted by a sense of the momentous nature of the crisis, but 
utterly at variance with the plain precepts of the constitution, 
which then, as now, declared that "the Governor, for the time 
being, shall be the captain general, and commander-in-chief of 
the militia." The Governor, under the Constitution, had no 
power of veto to arrest the law, and flagrante hello, did not in- 
terfere with the action of the board, though, in a later stage of 
existence, he refused to fill a vacancy occurring from the resig- 
nation of one of its members, upon the ground of the constitu- 
tional objection. The Legislature of South Carolina, the pre- 
ceding year, had, by its enactment, clothed John Rutledge, then 
her Governor, with the powers of a dictator, the more effectually 

•Here also, or hereabouts, was Governor Rutledge of South Carolina, as a 
refugee, after the dissolution of his government at home, as I infer from the 
correspondence of the Board of War. 
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to oppose the enemy. Precedents these, rather classical than 
constitutional, according to our system, and only resorted to, un- 
questionably, in those emergencies, because of the imminent 
danger to the very existence of the State. The commissioners con- 
stituting this board, by the election of the Legislature itself, were 
John Penn, Alexander Martin, and Orandates Davis. Their ses- 
sion was commenced at Hillsborough, on the 14th. of September, 
1780, and continued, by adjournment, at Halifax, until the 30th. 
of January, 1781, when its authorities were returned to the Legis- 
lature. Their journal, with so much of their correspondence as 
has been preserved, is among the most interesting documents in 
our public archives. They undertook the task devolved on them 
in the most devoted spirit of patriotism, and with a proper sense 
of its magnitude, and executed its duties with fearlessness, ability, 
and eminent public benefit. Conducting an active correspondence 
with Davidson, Davie, General Sumner, and other officers, as to the 
positions of the army of the invading enemy, its advances, skir- 
mishes, and retreat; with local military officers, especially upon 
the upper branches of the Cape Fear and Pedee, as to the risings 
or maraudings of the tories, the disposition to be made of prison- 
ers taken from them, and measures for keeping them in check; 
with the Governor of the State, with General Gates, and sub- 
sequently with General Greene, in regard to the rallied troops 
of the lately defeated army, the reinforcements arriving from 
other States, and being levied in their own, the Board of War 
seems to have exerted its utmost faculties in the department of the 
commissiariat—in providing food and clothing for the army. And 
when it is recollected that the State had no seaport of much com- 
merce, her inhabitants, then as now, obtaining their chief sup- 
plies of foreign goods through the neighboring States—that Wil- 
mington, the principal of these ports, soon fell into the hands 
of the enemy, who also held South Carolina and Georgia; and 
almost simultaneously with the march of Cornwallis on Charlotte, 
had landed a large body of troops in Virginia, under Arnold, and 
were threatening an invasion from thence—that there was no 
internal navigation, and that the best means of transportation 
from the fertile valley of the Roanoke, and from the seaboard, to 
the army, at Hillsborough, Salisbury, and Charlotte, was by the 
ordinary wagon of the planter, and that no inconsiderable por- 
tion of the supply of these had been lost in the rout ensuing the 
defeat of General Gates, the furnishing of the most indispensable 
necessaries of life, was a Herculean task. 
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The ordinary productions of the earth had been yielded, 
though probably in diminished quantities in many sections, by 
reason of the interruptions of labor, from the heavy drafts for 
military service, in South Carolina, as well as at home, during the 
year; but in the circumstances of seige, which environed the 
State, the great privation was in the want of salt, without which, 
animal food cannot be preserved, nor vegetable enjoyed—a priva- 
tion which was alike felt by the army and the people of the coun- 
try; and it is quite apparent from the correspondence of this 
board, that an army essentially larger than that which was brought 
into the field, could not have been long maintained. In their 
communications with General Greene, the commissioners express- 
ed their regret, that in consequence of the exhaustion of the 
treasury, the legislature had adopted the policy of relying on the 
militia for the public defence. This species of force was usually 
called to tours of duty of three months duration; and as they gen- 
erally turned out on horseback, occasioning a great consumption 
of subsistence, it seems to have been arranged that but a limited 
number should be ordered to his aid, except in immediate ex- 
pectation of a general engagement. Accordingly, large detach- 
ments, numbering in all 4,000 men, that had been called out by 
the Governor, or Board of War, and were on their march under 
Generals Allen Jones, Gregory, and others, to unite with the 
army of defence, were halted and disbanded, lest, by joining the 
camp, they should consume the scanty stores of the continental 
soldiers. 

At the next session of the legislature, which commenced on the 
18th. January, 1781, acts were passed to discontinue the Board of 
War, and "establish a Council Extraordinary," to consist of "three 
persons of integrity and abilities, such as the General Assembly 
can have the greatest confidence in,"—and, "to invest the actual 
Governor, (Abner Nash,) and this council, with the executive 
powers of government," after the expiration of his official term, 
provided the invasion of the enemy should prevent the holding 
of elections and the meeting of the legislature at the usual time. 
But I have seen no record of the organization of this council, or 
any proceedings under these statutes. The result of the campaign 
probably rendered them unnecessary. 

It is to be regretted, that among the documents of this period 
there has been but a meagre preservation of the correspondence 
of Governor Nash. In the infancy of the government, no law re- 
quired the executive correspondence to be recorded, and, there 
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being as yet no permanent seat of government, such papers had 
no other depository than in the private mansion of the incumbent. 
He died some four years after the war, still high in the public 
confidence, and at the time of his demise a member of the Con- 
gress of the confederation. Having made this allusion to the 
measures of defence adopted by the State government in this, to 
her, the darkest hour of the war, I cannot withhold the expression 
of my gratification, that through every line of the public statutes 
of the journals of the General Assembly, and of the Board of War, 
there breathes the loftiest spirit of defiance towards the enemy, 
and an unquailing determination to call forth every energy of 
the country to uphold its now doubtful cause. It well consists with 
the patriotic and daring resolutions of her popular assemblies, 
and provincial congresses of 1774, '5, and '6; and to the end of 
the contest, her authorities, amid every trial and disaster, kept the 
standard of independence full high advanced, and the organized 
government in steady, protective, and salutary operation. "Magna 
vis est, magnum nomen, unum et idem sentientis senatus." 

While the work of reconstructing the main army was pressed 
forward with all possible expedition at Hillsborough, the com- 
mand of Davidson* took up a position on Rocky river in Meck- 
lenburg, which, in his correspondence, he styles "Camp M'Knitt 
Alexander," the name of an early and ardent patriot in that coun- 
ty, from which he kept up a system of observation on the British 
army and the disaffected districts of the country. Gen. Sumner,** 
with another force of militia, occupied "Camp Yadkin," west of 
the river of that name. 

Gen. Smallwood,f accepting the command to which he had 
been invited by the General Assembly, accompanied by two 
hundred regulars under the renowned Col. Morgan, who had 
now reached the Southern army, proceeded westwardly, and 
took command of both these brigades, a few days after the 
retreat of Lord Cornwallis from Charlotte. Chastising the tories, 
in a handsome skirmish, by a detachment of his troops under 
Major Cloyd,J at Shallow Ford, on the Yadkin, in a settle- 
ment not far from which place Colonel Bryan had raised and 
marched a regiment of loyalists, immediately after the surrender 
of Charleston, and joined the British in South Carolina, he ad- 
vanced to the  frontier of the State, on the Catawba, to watch the 

* Journal of Board of War. 
••Journal of Board of War. 
f Ibid. 
% Ibid. 
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enemy and give support to General Sumter, then manoeuvering 
against Tarleton in the upper districts of that State. 

General Gates, with the main army, subsequently took the 
same direction, and had occupied Charlotte, when he was super- 
seded in the command by Gen. Greene. Need I add, that the ap- 
pointment of this illustrious man, (approaching, in his charac- 
teristics, so much nearer to the great Commander-in-chief than 
any other officer in that war,) to the head of the army of the South, 
filled all hearts with gladness and hope. The Board of War, in a 
correspondence which was immediately opened, expressed to him 
its great satisfaction upon this event, and engaged to draw forth 
all the powers of the State, and every necessary resource in it, to 
support him; "that," say they, "the command with which you are 
dignified, may be honorable to yourself, as well as satisfactory to 
the country." The transfer of the command was announced in 
general orders on the 3rd. of December. 

General Smallwood having been promoted to a Major General- 
ship, about this time left the service in the South, and Colonel 
Davie, being out of military employment by the expiration of 
the enlistment of his men, accepted from the Board of War the 
office of Superintendant Commissary General, made vacant by the 
resignation of Col. Thomas Polk, and accompanied the army of 
Gen. Greene in that capacity through the ensuing campaign. 

Having thus occasion to mention the name of Col. Polk, I deem 
it proper to correct an error into which Mr. Lossing has fallen, 
in his Field Book, upon the authority of the papers of Gen. Gates, 
and which—unintentionally, I have no doubt—does great injustice 
to his memory. It is an imputation of disaffection, at the very 
time he held the office of Superintendant Commissary General. 
Fortunately, the Journal of the Board of War explains the whole 
matter. There was some complaint of inattention to duty on his 
part, in his important office, which he explained upon the ground 
of a scarcity of supplies, and necessary attention to his family; and 
Col. Martin, a member of the Board to which he was amenable, 
having visited the army in Mecklenburg, declares in a public let- 
ter recorded in its journals, that in his opinion, Col. Polk, under 
the circumstances, had fulfilled the duties of his office as well as 
circumstances would admit. He was immediately afterwards en- 
trusted, by Gen. Greene, with the temporary command of a Briga- 
dier General of militia, and in all after, as in prior time, was 
regarded as a firm and unwavering patriot. 
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He was not only himself a champion and leader of great in- 
fluence and effectiveness, but the father of three sons, all of whom 
were in active military service, after as well as before, this alleged 
disaffection. One of these, bearing his father's name, was slain in 
the battle at Eutaw Springs, in which he commanded a company. 
Another, Charles Polk, was an officer in General Rutherford's 
expedition for the relief of Wilmington, in the autumn of 1781; 
and a third, the late Col. William Polk, of Raleigh, after having 
been wounded in the scovilite expedition, and at the battle of 
Germantown, was aid-de-camp to Gen. Davidson, and at his side 
when he fell, at the passage of the Catawba, and commanded a 
regiment of the State troops, of South Carolina, under Sumter at 
Eutaw. For evidence of the appointment of Col. Polk to the com- 
mand of a Brigadier General, by Gen. Greene, early in the spring 
of 1781, see article in the University Magazine for June, 1852, en- 
titled "closing scenes of revolution." 

Surveying his troops and supplies, General Greene found him- 
self at the head of about two thousand men, one half of whom 
were militia, with provisions on hand but for three days, in an ex- 
hausted country, and but a scanty supply of ammunition, which 
could not be replenished short of Virginia. With the quick eye 
of Military genius, he determined to divide his force, small as it 
was. Relying upon Davidson's militia, to be called from their 
homes when the emergency might require, as a central force, he 
sent out Morgan, now promoted to the rank of Brigadier General 
in the continental service, across the Catawba and Broad rivers; 
while he himself led the main army to a point opposite Cheraw, 
on the Pedee, where he was soon after joined by the effective 
legionary corps of Lieut. Col. Henry Lee, the author of the "Mem- 
oirs of the War in the South," subsequently Governor of Virginia, 
and the Funeral panegyrist of Washington, by the appointment 
of Congress. By this judicious disposition he secured abundant 
supplies of provisions for his troops, interrupted communications 
between the British army and the loyalists, and put it out of the 
power of Lord Cornwallis again to invade North Carolina, with- 
out first driving back Morgan, or leaving him in his rear. Morgan, 
by concert, was strengthened by accessions of militia under Gen. 
Pickens, of South Carolina, and Majors McDowell, of North Caro- 
lina, and Cunningham, of Georgia. 

Large reinforcements, under General Leslie, having been re- 
ceived by Lord Cornwallis, he despatched a superior force, under 
Lieut. Col. Tarleton, to oppose Morgan, himself following with 
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the main army in the same direction. The battle of the Cowpens, 
which immediately followed, and in which Tarleton was trium- 
phantly defeated by Morgan, with the loss of one hundred killed, 
and more than five hundred prisoners, with arms, artillery, and 
military stores, being fought in South Carolina, a few miles be- 
yond the border, is not within the immediate scope of our sub- 
ject, but it brought back the enemy into North Carolina, madden- 
ed by this humiliation of his arms, and eager for revenge. Forced 
to retreat from his first entrance into the State, with the sinecure 
royal Governor under his escort, by the unexpected reverse at 
King's Mountain, and now thwarted by the sudden overthrow of 
the elite of his army by an inferior number of the republican 
troops, a great part of whom were militia, his Lordship resolved 
upon a vigorous pursuit, to rescue the prisoners of the Cowpens, 
and destroy Morgan. 

In this manner commenced that thrilling series of military move- 
ments which was continued with the activity of a steeple chase for 
quite two months. The main British army lay at Turkey Creek, 
some twenty-five miles south of Cowpens, and Morgan may be 
considered to have had, by so much, the start of his Lordship, in 
this trial of speed. The latter moved immediately, hoping to cut 
off Morgan, encumbered with prisoners and baggage and stores, 
the fruits of his victory, before he should reach the fords of the 
Catawba in North Carolina, for which it was presumed he would 
aim. Morgan, however, vigilant and wary as his great adversary, 
and fully comprehending his danger, abandoned his captured 
baggage, and leaving his wounded under the protection of a flag, 
on the very evening of the day of battle, set out on his retreat; his 
prisoners in advance, escorted by his militia, followed immediate- 
ly by the regulars, under his own command. This, it will be rec- 
ollected, was on the 17th. of January, 1781. For twelve weary 
days, nee mora, nee requies, the retreat and pursuit were contin- 
ued without intermission. Near nightfall, on the evening of the 
29th. the vanguard of the royal army, under Gen. O'Hara, gained 
the Island Ford, on the Catawba, on the present road from States- 
ville to Morganton, but discovered that Morgan had crossed over 
with all his prisoners, and forces, about two hours before. Halting, 
and encamping on the shore, with the purpose to renew the pur- 
suit early in the morning, the British General was tantalized by 
the loss of his prize, at the moment he supposed he was about to 
clutch it in his grasp. During the night the river was swollen by 
heavy rains, was impassible in the morning, and so remained for 
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two days, at the expiration of which, Morgan's militia, with his 
prisoners, were far on their march towards Virginia. He himself, 
with his regulars, passing down the left bank of the river, to 
Sherill's ford, there met Gen. Greene, who, having been advised 
of the movement of the enemy from Winnsborough, and the vic- 
tory of the Cowpens, had hastened forward, with an aid-de-camp 
and a few militia attendants, from his camp on the Pedee, to con- 
cert measures to secure its fruits, and to act against the adversary 
as means and opportunity might permit. The swell in the Cataw- 
ba, which the pious feeling of the country could not but ascribe 
to providential interposition, and the consequent interruption in 
the pursuit of the enemy, determined Gen. Greene to dispute his 
passage across the river, and thus gain time for the arrival of his 
army at Salisbury, whither he had ordered it to hasten, under 
Gen. Huger, of South Carolina, and Col. Otho H. Williams, of 
Maryland, with the hope of there forming a junction with Mor- 
gan. In execution of this design, Morgan's light troops, joined by 
a few militia, were posted at Sherill's Ford. Gen. Davidson who, 
in this critical period, was ever on the alert, had called out the 
militia force under his command, and while watch was kept at 
various fords on the river, with directions to give information of 
the approach of the enemy, a considerable body of his troops was 
placed at Beattie's ford, he himself taking position at Cowan's 
ford, with about three hundred and fifty men, on the evening of 
the 31st. of January. Lord Cornwallis, in the meantime, foiled in 
his pursuit, had encamped at Ramsour's mill, the scene of the ac- 
tion between the Whigs and the loyalists the preceding summer; 
and having experienced delay in his late march, from the incum- 
brance of his baggage, he here destroyed all that could be regard- 
ed as superfluous, himself setting the example by casting into the 
flames the baggage of headquarters, and converted his whole army 
into light troops, with a view of renewing the pursuit of Morgan, 
or forcing Gen. Greene to an action. Thus disencumbered, he 
lost no time in approaching the Catawba, upon the abatement 
of the flood, and while a feint was made at Beattie's Ford, the 
most public and eligible pass, by a detachment under Lieutenant 
Colonel Webster, his Lordship, moving with the main army in 
the night, was at dawn of day at the private pass of Cowan's Ford, 
where he had been anticipated by the vigilance of Davidson. 
Plunging into this bold river, which is here the fourth of a mile 
wide, with its waters not yet assuaged, the British troops waded 
through, and were received by a well directed fire from our mili- 
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tia; but succeeded in making good their landing, with the loss of 
about forty killed and wounded, including Colonel Hall. On the 
American side the loss was inconsiderable, except in the fall of 
the gallant Davidson, who here sealed with his life's blood the 
vows of devotion and duty to his country, which he had made in 
the outset of the struggle, and which he had zealously maintained 
by five years of service in the field. 

Our repulsed forces retired to Torrence's tavern, six miles dis- 
tant, on the Salisbury road, where they were joined by their com- 
rades from Beattie's Ford, who retreated on hearing of the loss 
of their General; and halting there in confusion, and no indivi- 
dual assuming command, they were surprised by Tarleton's caval- 
ry, who had been sent in pursuit, and put to rout, but without 
serious loss. Gen. Greene now hastened eastward to Salisbury, 
with the troops under Morgan, and despatched orders to Huger 
and Williams not to advance to that place, but to unite with him 
at Guilford Court House, some fifty miles further east. Pressing 
on, pursued eagerly by the British, he crossed the Yadkin at the 
Trading Ford, eastward of Salisbury. And here again Heaven 
smiled on the American cause. His cavalry forded at midnight of 
the 3rd. of February, and the infantry passed in boats at dawn the 
next morning, a few of their wagons being cut off by the pursuers. 
But the boats were secured at the place of landing, and a rise in 
the river during the night arrested the passage of the enemy, and 
forced him to proceed up its western bank some thirty miles, to 
the Shallow Ford, near the village of Huntsville. Here he received 
intelligence of the successful junction of the two divisions of 
Greene's army at Guilford Court House, and lost all hope of at- 
tacking them in detail; but being confident of his power to 
encounter both, he moved forward, in the ardent hope of com- 
pelling them to battle before they could reach Virginia, where 
ammunition, supplies and recruits awaited them. His movement 
up the Yadkin had thrown him nearer to the upper fords of the 
Dan river than Gen. Greene, and enabled him to cut him off from 
that mode of crossing; and trusting so to overcome that distance 
between them as to arrest his passage in boats, he urged on his 
march, with all possible expedition. Greene, resting his wearied 
troops for three days at Guilford Court House, where many of 
them within a month were to find their last repose, and calmly 
surveying his condition, determined to continue his retreat into 
Virginia; and with twenty-five miles the advantage in distance, 
set off in a new race with the British General for the lower ferries 
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of the Dan. Long and weary was the march—keen and close the 
pursuit. Organizing seven hundred suitable troops in a light corps, 
under the command of Col. Williams, subordinate to whom were 
Cols. Howard, Washington and Lee, General Greene placed 
these in his rear, to watch and skirmish with the enemy, while the 
army with its baggage and stores, should pursue its way without 
molestation. The British General, with a like policy, sent forward 
a vanguard of similar troops, under Gen. O'Hara. On their first 
approximation, the skirmishing between these corps was brisk and 
active; but experiencing no advantage in their results, they were 
discontinued by the enemy, and often these columns of the two 
armies would be seen in the wide plantations by the way, moving 
forward with a quick step without sign of hostility, except where 
a curve in the road, or the crossing of a stream promised some 
advantage to the pursuers. With a single meal a day to each army, 
and slight intervals for rest, the pursuit and retreat continued 
three days and nights. By the masterly disposition of Col. Carring- 
ton, of Virginia, the Quartermaster General of the army, who had 
previously surveyed this river with a view to such a result of a 
campaign as the present, boats were in readiness at Irwin's ferry, 
and the army of Greene passed over the Dan on the 13th. of Feb- 
ruary. The division of Williams, eluding the enemy, crossed over 
the next day, swimming the horses of the cavalry, and pursued by 
O'Hara until within a short distance of the river. 

Thus ended this celebrated retreat of two hundred and thirty 
miles from the Cowpens, diagonally across North Carolina into 
Virginia, and which composes one of the most interesting chap- 
ters in all military history. Contemplating the romantic Piedmont 
country through which it was made; its projecting.mountains 
near at hand, and loftier ones in the distant view; its lovely vales, 
and noble rivers swollen by floods—the battles and skirmishes of 
the two armies, and exploits of the partisan corps, and individuals 
—literally "hair breadth 'scapes and adventures by flood and 
field,"—an imaginative mind could not attempt its description 
without bursting forth into song, and crowning its heroes with 
unfading amaranth. But it leaves the British General on the north- 
ern frontier of a third of the Southern States; shall that State be 
added to his conquests? Frustrated in the object of his long and 
wearisome pursuit, he had yet the eclat of a victor in compelling 
his adversary to flee, and wisely concluded to make the most ef- 
fectual use of this attribute. After a single day's repose, he pro- 
ceeded unopposed to Hillsborough, where we have seen the Leg- 
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islature, and afterwards the Board of War had been recently in 
session. It was, perhaps, a fortune for the State, at that time, that 
she had no great city to be struck at by the enemy as a vital part, 
and by impositions upon which, general submission might have 
been exacted; but that her wealth and population were diffused 
over an extensive territory, intersected by mountains, rivers and 
morasses, the inhabitants of which were as little dependent on 
each other, except for good neighborhood and mutual defence, as 
they were upon the enemy. There was no permanent seat of gov- 
ernment, and the Legislature rarely assembled in the same town 
twice in succession. The occupation of Hillsborough, the recent 
place of meeting of the General Assembly and the Governor, 
therefore, was of itself, a circumstance of little importance. Lord 
Cornwallis, however, erected there the royal standard, and put- 
ting his printing press again in requisition, issued forth a procla- 
mation, assuming to himself the air of a conqueror, offering pro- 
tection to persons and property, and appealing to the liege subjects 
of his majesty to prove their loyalty and duty by coming to the 
aid of his cause, and thus contributing to restore the blessings of 
order and good government. This appeal, accompanied by the 
most rigid observance of order in the restraint of his troops from 
all trespass on person or property, was not without its effect upon 
the inhabitants of the country west of the Haw, and north of Deep 
river, many of whom had been leaders in the resistance of the 
regulation in 1771, and having been then overcome and forced 
to swear allegiance to the crown, were now loyalists, as much from 
scruples of conscience as attachment to the enemy's cause. 

The quiet of the conqueror did not long remain undisturbed. 
After the fall of Gen. Davidson, on the 1st. of February, we left 
his command, consisting of men from Mecklenburg and Rowan, 
routed and dispersed by a surprise from Tarleton's cavalry, at 
Torrence's Tavern, six miles from the Catawba. Re-assembling, 
after the passage of the British army, they collected a force of 
seven hundred men, and followed the pursuing enemy. There 
being differences of opinion among the field officers, as to the 
chief command, here, as in the case of Campbell at King's Moun- 
tain, on the 11th. of February, they elected Gen. Andrew Pickens, 
of South Carolina, to the head of Davidson's brigade.* This dis- 
tinguished partizan officer was at the surprise at Torrence's, and 
had continued with these troops from that time, but without 

* Memoranda  of General Graham,  who  commanded  a  company  of  mounted 
men in this brigade. 
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command, except of a few followers from South Carolina. Doubt- 
less, they could not have found a more skillful, gallant and efficient 
leader. But the effect of this leadership has occasioned them to be 
mistaken by Lee and other historians for militia of South Carolina. 
Passing leisurely through the country after the British army, they 
effectually kept down the loyalists, and at dawn of day, on the 
morning of the 18th. of February, a detachment of two compa- 
nies of this force, by order of General Pickens, surprised and 
captured a picket stationed at Hart's Mill, within a mile and a 
half of the head quarters of Cornwallis, at Hillsborough. Retreat- 
ing to a place of safety, in the direction of Stony Creek, with some 
five and twenty prisoners, Pickens had ordered a halt, to allow 
those engaged in the night's expedition to refresh themselves with 
breakfast, when an alarm was given of the approach of the enemy 
in force. Great was the joy of the camp, however, to learn that the 
advancing column was not Tarleton, with his famous cavalry, in 
quest of the captors of the picket, but Lieut. Col. Lee, at the head 
of his legion, who had been sent by Gen. Greene in advance of 
the main army, to keep an eye upon the enemy, and prevent, if 
possible, the junction of any loyalists to his standard. This was the 
first meeting of these renowned leaders who co-operated so actively 
during the residue of the campaign. Informing themselves correct- 
ly of the situation and movements of the enemy, and learning 
that Tarleton had been despatched westward, to encourage the 
loyalists beyond the Haw River, and escort to headquarters any 
who desired to join the king's army, they set out in pursuit, to 
cut off the communication, and, if possible, compel him to action. 
By a complete surprise on both sides, in the search for Tarleton, 
they came suddenly upon a body of six hundred loyalists, under 
Col. Pyles, who, inspirited by the apparent success of the British 
arms, and the proclamation of their General, to take service under 
his flag, were on their march to Hillsboro', with that object. Ex- 
pecting to meet Tarleton, they supposed the army of Lee and 
Pickens to be his, until they were overthrown with terrible slaugh- 
ter. Ninety lay dead upon the field, and nearly all the residue 
were wounded. Lee and Pickens, hurrying forward, espied the 
camp of Tarleton in the evening, and were at the same time join- 
ed by Col. Preston, with three hundred men from the mountains 
of Virginia, who, having heard of the straits of Greene's army on 
his retreat, were marching to join him, ignorant that he had pass- 
ed the Dan. But the united forces postponing their attack until 
the morning, Tarleton eluded their grasp, and made good his 
retreat to Hillsborough. 
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Gen. Greene, having rested his wearied troops, and replenished 
his military supplies, and being reinforced by a brigade of militia 
under Gen. Stevens, recrossed the Dan on the 23rd. of February, 
again to manoeuvre with the enemy. At the same time, Cornwallis, 
filled with chagrin at the disaster to Pyles, in the first considerable 
insurrection in his favor since his entrance into the State, moved 
westward of Haw River, to be nearer to the settlement of the 
loyalists, and prevent the recurrence of a like casualty to his ma- 
jesty's faithful lieges. The British General, it must be noted, 
throughout the whole campaign, had two objects in view, after 
failing to overtake Morgan's prisoners; the one to destroy Greene's 
army, the other, to augment his own by recruits from among the 
loyalist inhabitants; and the aim of the American was as well to 
impress the loyalists by an exhibition of his force and spirit, as 
the safety of his own army, and the annoyance of his adversary. 
Taking position between the upper branches of Haw River, Gen- 
eral Greene re-established his corps of light troops, under the 
gallant and sagacious Williams, which he kept between the enemy 
and the main army. In a series of interesting movements, assaults, 
skirmishes, and retreats, he baffled all the efforts of his opponent 
to bring either division of his army to a general engagement, until 
the arrival of a brigade of militia, under General Lawson, from 
Virginia, and two brigades from North Carolina, under Gen'ls 
Butler and Eaton. His force being now numerically superior to 
that of the enemy, he advanced to engage him in battle, and select- 
ed an eligible position at Guilford Court House. Lord Cornwallis, 
accepting the defiance, also moved forward to the conflict, which 
took place on the 15th. of March, 1781, and became the assailant. 
Neither our limits, nor your patience, will allow an extended 
description of this, perhaps, greatest battle of the southern war. It 
is portrayed by Marshall, Lee, Johnson, and Lossing. Suffice it to 
remark, that the order of battle, the sagacity, the calm self-posses- 
sion, ready resource, and courage of both Generals, was well ad- 
mirable; that few engagements exhibit instances of greater daring 
and presevering bravery than were manifested by individual offi- 
cers and men, and whole corps; that rarely have militia withstood 
the shock of veteran regulars, supported by artillery, better than 
did those of Virginia, under Stevens and Lawson, and Campbell, 
and never did veterans in any field, better illustrate heroism and 
discipline than the first Maryland regiment under Col. Gunby 
and Lieut. Col. Howard, and the Delaware troops under Capt. 
Kirkwood. And but for the panic which seized the two North 
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Carolina brigades, under Gen'ls Butler and Eaton, who had re- 
cently joined the army, and were posted in the front line of the 
battle, under the booming of cannon, and an approaching charge 
of the British under Lieut. Col. Webster, and who broke and fled 
with only a desultory fire; and the wavering and flight of the 
second Maryland regiment, under Col. Ford, late in the action, 
Gen. Greene must have achieved a complete victory. At the com- 
mencement, his force numbered more than two to one of the 
enemy, and after the flight of the militia of Eaton and Butler, 
they yet stood in the proportion of 3,200 to 2,000. Well, therefore, 
has it been observed by Marshall, that no battle in the course of 
the war reflects more honor on the British troops than that of 
Guilford. They, however, were nearly all veterans. Those of 
Greene contained about five hundred of this class. Though retir- 
ing from the carnage of the day, northward, across the Reedy Fork 
of Haw River, to the iron works on Troublesome Creek, he ef- 
fected his retreat in good order and safety to his troops, leaving 
to his adversary a "gory bed" and barren triumph on the field of 
battle. His loss in killed and wounded, amounted in all to about 
four hundred; while that of Lord Cornwallis, according to the 
official account, was five hundred and thirty-two, including Lieut 
Col. Webster, the Ajax of his army, a friend "whom he loved, and 
who leaned upon his bosom." He was mortally wounded, and 
died some days subsequently in Bladen, on the march of the army 
to Wilmington. The Memoirs of Lee, mention that in a sharp 
action at Whitsell's Mill, on Reedy Fork, which occurred with 
William's light troops, a few days before this battle, thirty-two 
rifle shots were deliberately fired at Col. Webster, by some of the 
best mountain riflemen under Campbell, who were placed in a 
loghouse, with instructions to fire only at "special objects," while 
he led the British column across the stream, but all without ef- 
fect. The termination of his life was reserved for probably a chance 
shot at Guilford. A similar anecdote is related of General Frazer, 
of Burgoyne's army, who made a like miraculous escape from the 
fire of a selected body of American riflemen, with like deliberate 
aim, to receive his death wound in the engagement after the bat- 
tle of Stillwater, in October, 1777. 

The effect of the battle at Guilford Court House was decisive. 
It drove Lord Cornwallis from North Carolina, and led to his ul- 
timate surrender. Bestowing proper care on the wounded, with his 
characteristic humanity, he issued a bulletin, in the form of a pro- 
clamation, announcing the  triumphant success of his  Majesty's 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 477 

arms, and promising forgiveness of past offenses, again exhorted 
all loyal subjects to join him in re-establishing law and order. But 
when he surveyed his shattered columns, and thinned and crippled 
ranks, which had sustained a loss of near one-third, he discover- 
ed that the "victor was himself overcome," and the scene im- 
mediately changed. Thus far, his heart's desire had been a general 
action. To obtain it, he had strained nerve and sinew, and all the 
resources of military ingenuity, stratagem, and skill; had marched 
and counter-marched, full five hundred miles, through deep rivers 
and broken and ruinous roads, in heavy rains in the depth of win- 
ter, and had denied himself and his army the usual comforts of the 
camp, by the destruction of his baggage, to give greater celerity to 
his movements. He had attained it; he had driven his adversary 
from a fairly fought field, and tasted the sweets of victory, but 
found them like "Dead Sea fruits." The loyalists had not risen to 
join him, as he expected, and mortifying as must have been the 
fact, he discovered that the salvation of his army depended upon 
the immediate retreat. 

The indomitable Greene, on the other hand, refreshing and ar- 
raying his discomfited forces at his first camp, after leaving the 
field, advanced in three days to renew the conflict, and now exper- 
ienced the proud satisfaction of seeing his late exultant enemy 
fleeing before him to a place of refuge, and that he had delivered 
a State from conquest, by his long suffering patience, prudence, 
courage, and the bravery and fortitude of his troops. 

We shall not pursue the retreat of Lord Cornwallis by way of 
Cross Creek to Wilmington, nor his march thence, nearly with the 
line of the present railroad, into Virginia, where, in less than six 
months, he was obliged to surrender to Gen. Washington; nor 
Gen. Greene in his subsequent march to the relief of South Caro- 
lina. 

But there was another invasion, in a different quarter, without 
a brief allusion to which our task would be incomplete. 

As a part of his plan for the subjugation of the State, Lord Corn- 
wallis, about the time of breaking up his camp at Winnsbor- 
ough, had sent from Charleston a land and naval force, under 
Major Craig, to take and hold the town of Wilmington, as a con- 
venient port through which supplies might be furnished to his own 
army, which he expected to bring in communication with it. The 
expedition succeeded, and the town was occupied on the first of 
February. The only advantage, however, that it afforded to the 
army of invasion by land, was a convenient retreat, and abundant 
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refreshments after the disastrous battle at Guilford Court House. 
He reached it on the 7th. of April; and on the 25th. of the same 
month set off to unite in the attempt to overcome Virginia. 

The post at Wilmington, which was occupied by about three 
hundred regular troops, and a numerous but varying force of loy- 
alists, gave great encouragement to the disaffected in that region of 
the State. From the firmness with which the republican cause had 
been maintained, and the more than doubtful success of the Bri- 
tish arms in the late campaign, they had been brought to observe a 
prudent neutrality; but after the departure of Greene's army into 
South Carolina, they acquired new confidence, and became a for- 
midable foe. A detachment of this mixed force, under the im- 
mediate command of Major Craig, traversed the country, with 
occasional skirmishes with the militia, as far eastward as the valley 
of Neuse river, and seized the town of Newbern; and the war be- 
tween whigs and tories raged in the district between the Cape 
Fear and Pedee, with a fierceness rarely surpassed in border con- 
tests. Generals Brown, Owen, Wade, Willis, and other patriot 
leaders in that region, besides encountering this domestic enemy 
in skirmishes and assaults without number, fought with them an 
unsuccessful battle at Beattie's Bridge on Drowning Creek, a 
branch of the Pedee, and General Butler, with the militia of 
Orange County, met and repulsed them, but without a decisive 
result, at Lindley's mills, on Cane Creek, in the County of Chat- 
ham. 

One of the chiefs of the tory commanders, if not the head of 
their forces, was David Fanning, who in his correspondence styled 
himself "Colonel of the Royal Militia," and who has left a char- 
acter in the traditions of the State associated with every crime 
savoring of rapacity, revenge, or cruelty. Always well mounted, 
and accompanied by a band of kindred spirits, he swept over the 
country like a Comanche chief. Surprising parties of Whigs when 
off their guard, he often gave no quarters; or lying in ambush, or 
pouncing upon them at their homes, he seized and murdered or 
tortured the obnoxious patriots, and then plundered and burnt 
their dwellings. By a series of bold adventures, he took the town 
of Cross Creeks, now Fayetteville, captured the whig militia of- 
ficers of the county of Chatham, when sitting in court martial at 
Pittsborough, and, by a sudden descent on Hillsborough, at dawn 
of day, about the middle of September, seized and carried off the 
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Governor of the State.* He outlived the war, and took refuge in 
the loyalist settlement of New Brunswick, or Nova Scotia. Mr. Sa- 
bine, whose sketch of Fanning, in the Lives of the Loyalists, is ex- 
ceedingly brief and imperfect in illustration of his character as an 
outlaw, relates that when General Marion, of South Carolina, ad- 
mitted to terms Major Gainey, a celebrated loyalist, and a 
party under him, Fanning was specially named as excluded from 
the benefits of the arrangement. This quite corresponds with the 
corsair name he has left to our times, in his old haunts, on the 
north side of the Carolina border; and caused him, with two 
others only to be specially excepted from the provisions of the 
"act of pardon and oblivion," passed by the Legislature at the 
conclusion of peace.** 

The Governor who was so unfortunate as to become his pris- 
oner, was His Excellency Thomas Burke, an Irish gentleman, 
bred to the profession of medicine in his native country, but had 
renounced it for that of the law in this. Of a bold and impetuous 
temper, a ready writer and speaker, and ardently attached to the 
American cause, he had been one of the great conductors of the 
contest with the mother country in the colony, and had had a large 
share in the formation of the constitution for the government of 
the State. From this work he was immediately translated to the 
Continental Congress, of which he had been an active and con- 
spicuous member, from December, 1776, until his election to the 
office of Governor, in the first part of the year 1781. He appears 
to have left his seat in Congress, at Philadelphia, and gone as an 
amateur to the battle of Brandywine; and his election to the chief 
magistracy of the State, in this crisis, is presumed to have been in 
some degree attributable to the energy and ardor of his nature, 
which might have rendered him a successful leader in the field. 
Being some thirty miles distant from the nearest approach of these 
marauders heretofore, he was completely surprised, and without 
military attendants, in a small village, was carried off without dif- 
ficulty. Hurried by long and rapid marches, through deep forests 
and pathless tracts of intermingled sand and swamp, threatened 

* Since this was written, I have learned that the MSS of the Historical Society 
of North Carolina, shew that Fanning and McNeil commanded the loyalist forces 
on alternate days, and that McNeil was in command in the actual descent on 
Hillsborough. 

**To those in the least degree acquainted with the history of the State, it is 
deemed quite unnecessary to say that David Fanning, here mentioned, is a very 
distinct person from Edmund Fanning, a lawyer of education and literary accom- 
plishments, who was so conspicuous an object of aversion in the movement of this 
Regulation in 1771. 
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with personal violence, and pillaged of everything except the 
clothes he wore, he was delivered by his savage captors to the cus- 
tody of Major Craig, on the 23rd. of September; and, by an outrage 
on every principle of justice and public law, he was committed to 
close confinement, under pretence that he was a prisoner of State, 
and not of War.* Being transferred to Charleston, where General 
Leslie was in command, he was paroled, as a prisoner, to James' 
Island. This Island was, at this time, (December, '81, and Jan- 
uary, '82,) infested with large numbers of tory refugees, who had 
sought protection under the British arms, by reason of the recent 
success of General Greene, in recovering South Carolina, and 
driving in their forces to the garrison of Charleston. To these 
Governor Burke, from his past history and official station, was an 
object of such deep hostility, as to endanger his personal safety. 
To an application for a parole to his own State, or some other 
Southern State, or to be exchanged for an equivalent, or, if all 
these should be refused, then that he might be transferred to some 
other place for his personal safety, no direct answer was made, but 
he was given to understand that none of his requests could be al- 
lowed; and that, at the solicitation of Major Craig, he was to be 
detained indefinitely, to the end, that if the notorious Fanning, 
or any tory leader whom this British officer had employed, should 
be taken, and suffer punishment under the laws of the State, there 
might be retaliation upon him.* * It was now the seventh year of 
the war, and the sixth after the national declaration of indepen- 
dence; the American cause had recently acquired renewed confi- 
dence and stability from the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at York- 
town, which occasioned the evacuation of Wilmington by Major 
Craig; from the result of the battle at Eutaw Springs, and the con- 
sequent retirement of the British army to Charleston, and from 
the arrival of large reinforcements to General Greene from the 
northward, under Generals St. Clair and Wayne. The individual 
thus subjected to degradation and insult, was a high spirited and 
urbane gentlemen, accustomed to the observances of refined life, 
and the deference habitually yielded to his position. Officially, he 
was the First Magistrate of one of the thirteen independent States, 
and the third person in succession who had performed the func- 
tions of that station. In the outset of the war, Great Britain had 
affected to treat all Americans as mere rebels, without regard to 
their governmental organizations; and the dignified reply of Gen- 

* Gov. Burke's letter to Willie Jones, MSS. 
•• Gov. Burke's letters, MSS. 
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eral Washington to the haughty note of General Gage, at Boston, 
justifying such a course, in which he announces to the British 
Commander-in-Chief, "if your officers, our prisoners, receive from 
me a treatment different from what I wished to show them, they, 
and you, will remember the occasion of it," f will readily occur to 
the reader of history upon the statement of this question. But in 
the progress of the contest, the pretension had been relaxed into 
the observance, for the most part, of the rules of civilized war- 
fare; and the duty of humanity to prisoners, and deference to their 
rank among their countrymen had been recognized, not only in 
not enforcing close confinement, but in exchanges of rank for rank, 
or its equivalent. But in this instance, chicanery was resorted to, 
and it was alleged that although continental officers were so far re- 
spected as to be subjects of exchange, a like character could not be 
extended to the militia or State officers. The Continental Congress 
certainly had given no color to this attempted distinction; on the 
contrary, upon the second invasion of South Carolina in 1778-'9, 
when Richard Caswell, a soldier of renown, filled the Executive 
Chair of North Carolina, that body, at the urgent request of the 
delegates from South Carolina, had, by resolution, requested him 
to take command, in person, of the militia force he had ordered 
out to aid in her defence, with the rank of a Major General in the 
continental line, and subordinate only to General Lincoln.* And 
to negative, in the most unqualified manner, this weak preten- 
sion, Brigadier General Rutherford, of the North Carolina militia, 
who, we well remember, was taken prisoner at the defeat of Gates, 
had been recently exchanged, and returned to his own State, after 
a confinement of twelve months at St. Augustine, Florida. 

The close confinement of Governor Burke, and his parole only 
to limits in which he was in constant danger of assassination, was 
therefore in contravention of recent precedent, as well as of all 
just principle, and could be vindicated only by that new version 
of public law, lately acted upon in the Carolinas, by which whole 
communities of peaceable citizens were claimed as prisoners, and 
each man forced to a parole of non-resistance, or close confine- 
ment, and by virtue of which the lamented Hayne had been re- 
cently put to an ignominious death, by a military order, without 
a trial. That it did not produce retaliation, in a summary and ex- 
emplary manner, can only be accounted for by the near approach 
of peace, and the determination of his captivity by the act of the 

f Marshall's Life of Washington. 
• Gov. Caswell's correspondence, MSS. 
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prisoner himself. Stung by the want of respect with which he had 
been treated from the day of his seizure, and the reflection that he 
was detained without limit of time, as a hostage for the safety of 
bandits and outlaws, who had forfeited their lives to the municipal 
laws, and whose depredations were still continued in the State, 
under his government, he advised the most rigorous punishment 
on these culprits, should they be apprehanded, without regard to 
his own safety. And being well satisfied that his own life was in 
jeopardy from the licentious loyalists who surrounded him on 
James' Island, some of whom were fugitives from justice in North 
Carolina, he considered his parole cancelled by the circumstances 
in which he had been placed by the British commander, and re- 
solved to withdraw himself from his custody. This purpose he ef- 
fected on the night of the 16th. of January, 1782, and after having 
been four months a prisoner. Having made good his escape, he 
two days afterwards addressed to General Leslie the following let- 
ter: 

January 18th., 1782. 
Sir - You will please to recollect that I wrote to you on the 30th. 
of last month, requesting a parole, within the American lines, and 
informing you that my person was in great danger, from the refu- 
gees, who were exceedingly licentious, and to whom persons of 
my political character are peculiarly obnoxious; therefore, that 
if granting my request was inexpedient, it would be necessary to 
remove me to some place where my person might be safe. You 
were not pleased to answer that letter, and I found myself still ex- 
posed to men who are but too well known to be little restrained 
by moral principles, and whom I have seen commit even murder, 
with entire impunity. Deeming it exceedingly probable that these 
might conceive some violent design again against me, and knowing 
that fear of punishment would not restrain men who felt them- 
selves secure even from discovery, I felt every hour, during six- 
teen days, all the apprehensions of assassination. As my represen- 
tation to you had not procured your notice, so far as even to 
induce you to answer me, I saw no prospect of being relieved from 
my dangerous situation, and I concluded such neglect of my per- 
sonal safety would justify my withdrawing my person. But though 
I carried this resolution into effect, I do not thereby intend to 
deprive you of the advantage which my capture, by the rights of 
war, entitles you to. I purpose returning to my government, and 
there to expect an answer from you to the following proposition: 
I will endeavor to procure you a just and reasonable equivalent 
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in exchange for me, or if that cannot be effected, I will return 
within your lines on parole, provided you will pledge your honor 
that I shall not be treated in any manner different from the of- 
ficers of the Continental army when prisoners of war.This pro- 
position will, I hope, be satisfactory, and will leave you no doubt 
that in withdrawing, I had no dishonorable intention. 

I am, &c, 
Thomas Burke. 

To this letter no reply was directly made, but in a correspon- 
dence which ensued between Gen. Leslie and Gen. Greene, and 
the latter officer and Gov. Burke, a discussion was had on the 
propriety of his withdrawing under the circumstances of the 
case, and his rights as the first civil officer of a State, and the com- 
mander-in-chief of her militia, when in a state of captivity, which, 
had we leisure to pursue it, would be found to be among the 
most interesting chapters on public law, in the history of the Revo- 
lution.* 

Whatever judgment a stern casuistry may pronounce upon a 
breach of parole, in any and all circumstances, there can be no 
doubt that the treatment to which he was subjected was a gross 
national indignity and wrong, for which atonement was due, and 
perhaps should have been exacted; and that his apprehensions for 
his personal safety were not vain or idle, Col. Washington, who 
was at this time a prisoner within the British lines, having been 
taken at the battle of Eutaw Springs, and was familiar with the 
desperate character of the tory refugees on James' Island—declared 
that he would sooner go into a dungeon than take a parole on that 
island, in its then situation. 

Gov. Burke returned immediately to the State, and resumed 
the government, but voluntarily retired from public life at the 
next ensuing session of the legislature. Soon afterwards, in a 
cartel for the exchange of prisoners, between Gen. Greene and the 
British commander, an equivalent was allowed for his ransom, and 
he was relieved from the delicate and painful embarrassment in 
which he had been involved by his captivity.** 

During his "inability and absence from the State," Alexander 
Martin, the Speaker of the Senate, assumed and exercised the 
powers of Governor, according to the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, and the government continued in all its functions and use- 
fulness. 

*Gov. Burke's letters, MSS. 
**Gov. Burke's letters, MSS. 
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As soon as the seizure and imprisonment of the Governor be- 
came known, the veteran General Rutherford, who had returned 
from his long imprisonment in St. Augustine, raised a force in 
Mecklenburg, Rowan and Guilford, and led an expedition against 
the British post, at Wilmington, and the loyalists, who were its 
emissaries, and after chastising the latter in divers skirmishes, 
finally dispersed or drove them within the lines of the British 
garrison, which, becoming informed of the advance made by 
Greene in the reconquest of South Carolina, and the surrender 
of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, evacuated the town, and re- 
turned to Charleston.* Thus was the British flag struck, on the 
18th. of November, 1781, never again to be unfurled in North 
Carolina. But true to the great cause of America, her efforts 
against the common enemy ceased not with his expulsion from 
her borders, as they had not been postponed until his arrival 
within them. Immediately after the retirement of Lord Corn- 
wallis to Virginia, her western people rallied to the call of Gen. 
Sumter for service in South Carolina,** and her continental 
battalions being again recruited under Gen. Sumter, Lee with a 
new "aid" of militia, formed a conspicuous part of Greene's line 
of battle at Eutaw, and followed the flag of the Union, until the 
disappearance of   the enemy's sails off the harbor of Charleston. 

Having had occasion to refer to the Statute Book, that fruitful 
and authentic source of instruction in the history of all nations 
and especially of free governments in time of peril and revolution, 
I deem it fit to call your attention, in connection with the period 
of dread and doubt through which we have passed, to an act of 
the Legislature at its first session after the proclamation of peace, 
held in April, 1783, respecting those citizens of the State who had 
espoused the cause of the enemy, "in the late unhappy war." It 
is entitled "An act of pardon and oblivion;" and declares "that all 
and all manner of treasons, misprison of treason, felony or mis- 
demeanor, committed or done since the fourth day of July, seven- 
teen hundred and seventy six, by any person or persons whatso- 
ever, shall be pardoned, released, and put in total oblivion," with 
the exception, 1st., of certain notorious bandits and other crimi- 
nals; 2nd., those who had taken commissions and acted as officers 
under the British government; and 3rd., those who had been nam- 
ed in confiscation laws passed during the war—an act of grace and 

*For details of this expedition, see "Closing Scenes of the Revolution," in the 
June number of the University Magazine. 

** Gen. Graham's men.; see also the act of the legislature, June 1781, exempting 
those counties from levies of continental troops, which had furnished men to 
General Sumter. 
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magnanimity worthy of the heroic but christian and forbearing 
spirit which had triumphed in the struggle just ended. 

I am conscious of so tedious a narrative, that I shall not abuse 
your patience by the reflections to which it might naturally give 
rise. My object has been to present, in outline merely, but in 
chronological order, and natural connection and dependence, 
some of the leading events in the struggle for our common free- 
dom, of which my native State was the theatre, after it had become 
a contest of arms. Although this has been done with a prolixity 
and minuteness of reference to time and place, far exceeding the 
limits of good taste in a discourse for the hour, before an audience 
unfamiliar with the localities described, it is, at best, I fear, but 
a meagre and defective presentation of the subject. I trust, how- 
ever, in the retrospect, it may not be wholly unprofitable in the 
researches of the student of history. The history of the war in 
the North has been written with far more minuteness than in 
the South. That that of North Carolina has been especially 
neglected, will be manifest when it is observed that so important 
event as the capture of her Chief Magistrate by the enemy, is 
mentioned in no professed history of the Revolution, as far as 
my researches have gone, and is brought to general notice for 
the first time in the recent works of Wheeler and Lossing, and 
in them, without any detail or reference to the important ques- 
tions of public law, to which in its consequence it gave rise. As 
the rapid course of time hurries us further and further from the 
epoch of the Revolution, filling up the intervening space with 
the great events of the two succeeding generations, its characters 
and incidents and places are becoming more and more objects of 
curiosity and interest. If I shall have contributed to unfold a leaf 
in a single book of this great epic of the nation, I shall regard 
the occasion allowed by the honored invitation of your society, 
as an opportunity for the fulfillment of a patriotic duty. 

I cannot, however, omit to remind you, while we delight, like 
the Athenians in the time of Demosthenes, "to praise our ances- 
tors, and tell of their trophies," that although the scenes which 
have been imperfectly presented to your view were enacted in a 
far distant part of the country, they, in their day, excited sensa- 
tions which vibrated from Maine to Georgia; that every well-aimed 
rifle on the banks of the Catawba, Yadkin, or Cape Fear, and every 
successful exploit of Greene, Morgan, Williams, Davidson, Davie, 
and their associates, aided by so much in thinning the ranks, and 
overcoming the power of a British Commander-in-Chief, who, 



486 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

at that very time, held his headquarters in the city of New York;* 
that the force there opposed to him was a joint force of men of 
the Carolinas, Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware, and that the 
General who manoeuvered and marshalled it in its more im- 
portant and decisive operations, with a readiness of resource, 
a skill and valor never surpassed, was a citizen of Rhode Island. 
It was, therefore, a union of effort for a common end; the expul- 
sion of a common enemy, and the establishment of a common 
liberty, which, under the providence of God, was nobly accom- 
plished. Such is the lesson we derive from our fathers. May we 
improve and transmit it to our children, and in ages and genera- 
tions to come, may they assemble in the same fraternal spirit in 
which we are met tonight, to mingle their sympathies and keep 
bright the recollection of a common glory, citizens of the same 
free, happy, and United States of America. 

From Millard Fillmore. U. 

Washington, 

January 22nd., 1853. 

I was surprised to perceive by the papers this morning that you 
were in New York, as I had not heard of your passing through 
the City. I, however, avail myself of the first moment to invite 
you, on your return, to come and stay with us. We have a vacant 
room that is at your service, and it will be most gratifying to Mrs. 
Fillmore and myself, if you will become our guest during the 
time you remain in the City. 

To Susan Washington Graham. A. 

New York, 

Jany 24th. 1853. 

Your letter of the 18th. was rec'd yesterday, and I was rejoiced 
to hear that the little ones were better, and you all in tolerable 
health. I have been prevailed on to remain here a few days longer 
than I intended, but will set off in the morning for Washing- 
ton. . . . 

After writing you last Tuesday, I dined the next day with Dr. 
Hawks. Delivered my lecture the next evening to a very num- 

*Sir Henry Clinton, and afterwards Sir Guy Carleton. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 487 

erous and fashionable audience, it is said with a fine effect, but 
there has been a very erroneous print of it in the Herald, and 
the Times, and Express which applied to me for copies, have not 
printed it at length. I have spent one evening at Putnam's, the 
Publisher, where most of the Literati assemble; one at a gentle- 
man's party at Mr. Schell's,6 a lawyer, and member of the His- 
torical Society, and one at a like party at Judge Roosevelt's,7 who 
married a niece of Gen'l Van Ness at Washington, and you may 
remember to have seen them at Washington. And I go to night 
to a party at Governor Bradishes,8 the President of the Historical 
Society. I have seen all the distingues of the City, I mean of the 
men, who are now at home, except Mr. Bancroft. He called to- 
day, but I was out. Washington Irving9 is at Washington. . . . 

Dr. Evans10 called several days since, and was at my lecture, and 
I went today to Brooklyn, to see Eliza. She seems quite well, and 
contented with Brooklyn. In reply to a question as to whether 
Laura has any new beaux, she said she had heard that Laura was 
going to be married, to Dr. Evans, a brother of her husband, who 
had been attentive to her for a long time, which I take to be 
pretty certain information of the truth of the report. 

I took violent cold from the bed rooms kept in this Northern 
region, and was obliged to take a dose of Oil yesterday, and keep 
my room instead of going to Church. 

I stopped at the Irving House, but upon the urgency of the 
society I was in, have moved up to the New York Hotel, about 
100 yards above where your Brother used to live. He is kindly 
remembered here, by very many persons, whom I have met. The 
Hotels in this part of the City are wonderful structures, and two 
recently completed, the "Metropolitan and St. Nicholas" are on 
a scale of magnificence unequalled in the Country; the City has 
grown beyond all my conception. 

*    #    #    #    # 

"Augustus Schell (1812-1884), of New York, a graduate of Union College, read 
law at Litchfield, and became a prominent corporation lawyer. He was a Tam- 
many leader, and in 1872 managed Horace Greeley's campaign for the presidency. 
He was an active member of the New York Historical Society, and for some years 
chairman of its executive committee. 

'Presumably James I. Roosevelt (1795-1875), a graduate of Columbia, prominent 
lawyer, state legislator, Democratic Member of Congress, 1841-1845, and a justice of 
the state Supreme Court. 

8 Luther Bradish was now president of the Historical Society. 
9 Washington Irving (1783-1859), "the founder of American Literature," who, 

departing from the customary theological or political subjects, was an imaginative 
and creative writer. 

10 Dr. Augustus Evans (1819-1863), of Goldsboro, who married Mrs. Graham's 
sister, Eliza Carolina Washington   (1819-1884), and now lived in New York. 
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I this morning received two letters from the President U. S. 
insisting in the name of Mrs. Fillmore, and himself, that I shall 
stay with him while in Washington. I have declined that, on ac- 
count of my business, but will call early, after my arrival. 

I have also written to Judge Hall, thanking them for their 
polite invitation. 

From J. P. Needham. U. 

Boston, 

January 25th., 1853. 

I Take the Liberty to Trouble you with A Matter Concearning 
your self and the State you Represent. 

A Reverend Theodore Parker,11 a Publick Lecturer In this City 
In Lecturing on Men and Circumstance around Them, Said, Com- 
pare the States of Newhampshire and N. Carolina. Hee said N. H. 
Had Furnished all Greate Men in the Cabinett & Council and In 
Congress, and Now a President, and N. Carolina Never Had Over 
3 or 4 Men Fitt for Congress and they Kept them There, and now 
I would Like to Have Mr. Parker Furnished with a List from 
your Hand of the Greate Men that The State Has Produced, and 
also of thos that Have Emigrated to Tenesee, Arionsas, Southern 
Illinoise, and Misourie, and Other Southern & Western States. I 
Would Like to Make him Ashamed of His assertion as Hee said 
In Publick they were Sorry and Slothfull, and Had no Greate Men. 

I am from the West, and Want his assertion Confuted In Some 
Way that Hee May Bee ashamed. 
[P.S.]   Being  Personally  Acquainted  with   Mr.   Fillmore   the 
President. 

To Susan Washington Graham. A. 

Washington, 

Jany. 29th, 1853. 

I left New York last Tuesday, and slept that night in Phila. and 
arrived here on Wednesday night. I took lodgings at Brown's, 

"Theodore Parker (1810-1860), of Massachusetts, theologian, Unitarian minister, 
and active abolitionist. He was one of the secret committee that encouraged and 
aided John Brown in his attack on Virginia. 
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but at the urgent request of the President and Mrs. Fillmore, will 
go to the White House this afternoon. I was at one of their large 
dinners on Thursday, where I met Gen'l Scott, on whom I had 
called in the morning, but did not find him in. He is in fine 
spirits, and waited on Mrs. Fillmore at dinner, sitting on her right. 
I sat on her left, having conducted in Mrs. Preston, of Kentucky. 

I dined yesterday with Mr. Kennedy, my successor, who lives 
in the House occupied by Gov. Aiken.12 Washington Irving is his 
guest, and with Mr. Rush of Phila. and myself, made the party, 
excepting the ladies, Mrs. Kennedy and three nieces. In the even- 
ing we went to the President's reception, where I met many 
friends who made kind inquiries concerning you. Gov. and Mrs. 
Fish, have been very civil, invited me to dine, which I declined, 
from engagement, and an evening party, next Tuesday, which 
will be after I have left. I dine this evening with Mr. Corwin, 
and in the evening, go to Corcoran's. 

I propose to leave here on Tuesday morning next, will reach 
Raleigh the next morning, and will wait 'till Thursday morning, 
when I will take the Stage for Hillsborough, unless you get this 
in time to send Abram for me on Wednesday, to arrive there that 
night. 

I have seen Mrs. Badger and Sally, Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Cam Mor- 
ris, etc., all of whom inquired for you very kindly. The confirma- 
tion of Mr. Badger is quite doubtful. I have seen Dr. Johnston, 
who has sent to Phila. for the articles you desire, and hope to 
get them before leaving. I have also got what you want from 
Madame Visser, No. 53, which she is sure will do, as she knows 
you. 

There is much speculation respecting the new Cabinet, but 
nothing certainly known, respecting it. But there is much dissatis- 
faction brewing for whomsoever it may be. 

Mrs. Bell is quartered at Sally Smith's, and is in better health. 
Mrs. Badger at Gadsby's. 

The match between Mr. Crittenden and Mrs. Ashby is very 
generally believed in, here. 

Capt. Emory13 has returned from his long absence on the 
Mexican boundary. 

"William Aiken (1806-1877), of South Carolina, a graduate of South Carolina 
College, planter, state legislator, 1838-1844, Governor, 1844-46, Member of Congress, 
1851-1857. He was elected to the United States Senate in 1865, but was not seated. 
He was later, with Graham, a trustee of the Peabody Fund. 

"William Helmsley Emory (1811-1887), of Maryland, a graduate of West Point, 
who won promotion in the Mexican War, and had been engaged in settling the 
boundary with Mexico. He was a major general in the Civil War. 
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Hoping to be at home by Thursday night next, and with my 
love to my children, 

From James M. Spencer and Junius I. Scales. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

February 17th., 1853. 

Gov. Swain made the suggestion to us a few days ago, that you 
would probably suffer us to publish in the "Univ. Mag." the 
address delivered by you before the Historical Soc. of N. Y., 
and that you would append (if asked) notes, etc., to the same, 
which would be interesting to the readers of the History of the 
State. 

Thus encouraged, the "Corps" authorized us to request a cor- 
rected copy, with such notes as you may think proper, appended 
thereto, for publication in the ensuing number of the Magazine. 

If you will grant our request, send the address, etc., to us by 
the 1st. of March so that we may give it a place in Mar. No. 

We would again ask you (if it is not asking too much) to pre- 
pare for us, or for publication, a memoir of the late Judge Mur- 
phey, to be inserted in the April, May, or June No. of the Mag., 
or at any time you may see fit to furnish it. 

From Elisha Mitchell. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

March 3rd., 1853. 

You now belong to North Carolina once more, and as whatever 
is our own property and greatly admired by us we desire to have 
perfect. I trust I shall be indulged in two criticisms on the address, 
which I am happy to hear is to give additional value to the Uni- 
versity Magazine. 

1. Near the beginning of the address, you have a line marked 
as a quotation, where you give without note or comment the com- 
mon, popular, misreading of Shakespeare. "I am native there, 
and to the manor born." I had myself met with it so often, and 
given wrong, that my mind began to waver as to what was the 
true reading, and I had been looking into the matter just before 
your address appeared. The reference I suppose, is to Hamlet, 
Act I, Scene 4th. 
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Hamlet. "The King doth wake to night, and takes his rouse, 
"Keeps wassel, and the swaggering up-spring reels; 
"And as he drains his draughts of Rhenish down 
"The kettle drum and trumpet thus bray out, 
"The triumph of his pledge." 

Horatio. "Is it a custom? 
Hamlet. "Ay, marry is't: 

"But to my mind,—though I am native here, 
"And to the manner born,—it is a custom 
"More honour'd in the breach than the observance." 

Now what I have to submit for consideration is; whether or not 
there should be a note stating that this is the common popular 
form of quotation of a passage in Shakspeare—unless it occurs in 
the form given, in some other part—which I think it does not. 

2. "Near nightfall on the evening of the 29th., the vanguard 
of the royal army, under Gen. O'Hara, gained the Island Ford on 
the Catawba, on the present road from Statesville to Morganton, 
but discovered that Morgan had crossed over with all his prison- 
ers and forces, about two hours before, halting and encamping 
on the shore with the purpose to renew the pursuit early in the 
morning. The British General was tantalized by the loss of his 
prize, at the moment he supposed he was about to clutch it in 
his grasp. During the night the river was swollen by heavy rains, 
was unpassable in the morning, and so remained for two days, at 
the expiration of which Morgan's militia, with his prisoners, were 
far on their march towards Virginia. He himself, with his regu- 
lars, passing down the left bank of the river to Sherill's ford, there 
met Gen. Greene." 

I do not doubt that you have authority for the above, which 
you believe to be good, and yet permit me to say, that I have 
no doubt that it is altogether Apochryphal—is probably a mixing 
up of the passage of the Catawba with that of the Yadkin at the 
Trading Ford— and that O'Hara was never at the Island Ford. 

We have here what has been called "Cornwallis's" Order book, 
but which is in fact, a book kept for the use of O'Hara's own com- 
mand—the Brigade of Guards, which shews conclusively where 
both he and they were, from day to day—the entries being made at 
night, generally, and detailing the duties of the whole Army, or 
of the Guards for the next day. I quote so much only, as is required 
to shew where the Guards were on each day. 
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1781. 
Jan'y 24. Marching from Tryon   (old)   Courthouse to Ram- 

sour's Mills. 
25. At Ramsour's Mills, Washing, getting shoes mended, 

foraging. 
26. No Entry—except that they were still at the Mills. 
27th. Ramsour's Mills, a return to be made immediately 

of such sick men as are absolutely unable to march, 
and such as by reason of lameness, are bad Marchers. 

28. The Army Marches at 11 o'clock, the Brigade of 
Guards with the rest. 

29th. The order of the Army is given—en route for Beat- 
ty's Ford, the Brigade of Guards having it's place 
with the rest. 

30th. Head-Quarters   at    "Fawney's"— (Forney's)    The 
Guards busy in cleaning and mending. 

31. At Head-Quarters at Fawney's. Directions given with 
regard to the place of the women, the weak and 
sickly ones when on the March. 

Feb'y 1. The brigade of Guards marches at i/2 past two in the 
morning. 

I have copied the order book and can send you my copy if 
you shall desire it. 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

Charlotte, 

March 22nd,, 1853. 

I attended to the request in your favour of Feb., and was much 
gratified with the perusal of your address before the Historical 
Society, in the form in which it was published. It was in a high 
degree gratifying to your friends and general readers, so far as 
I have been informed. 

I have been strongly solicited to be a candidate for Congress, 
and I have had much debate with myself as to whether I should 
give my consent. The district is, under the most favourable aspect, 
doubtful, and it is difficult to conjecture what state of feeling may 
exist among our Whig friends, since the election in November. 
In fact, while I think it is more than ever our duty to main- 
tain our organization, it is difficult towards an unt [r] ied adminis- 
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tration, to arouse a spirit of hostility & enthusiasm, which is nec- 
essary to success in a doubtful district. It is more than probable 
that I will feel myself obliged to take the position, and risk the 
consequences. I do so, I confess, for the reasons to which I have 
referred, and others, with some reluctance. But we have four 
good Whig Counties, Rowan, Cabarrus, Anson & Stanly, which 
can give 2,000 Whig majorities whose political steadfastness can 
only be maintained by diligent and effective canvassing. I will, if 
I am beaten, have the consolation of having done the Country 
some service, for, with all the errors of our Whig party, I rely 
on them as the only means by which important public good can 
be effected, and greater public evils can be prevented. For the 
sake, therefore, of the one & the other end, I am willing to strug- 
gle for its existence & prosperity. I have not been officially notified 
of my removal, but the newspapers have announced the appoint- 
ment of my successor, and I suppose in a few days, I will be free 
from official responsibility. 

In canvassing the district, which is identified with the pros- 
perity of the South, I have thought that the projects of acquisi- 
tion—which are shadowed forth in the inaugural—with a fair and 
full exposition of our interest in the public lands, properly pre- 
sented, might at least arouse the Whig party, and probably do 
something to subdue the enthusiasm of the democracy, which will 
be excited if the efforts of our adversaries can accomplish the 
object. 

I would be most gratified to hear from you on all these sub- 
jects, and every other which you may believe important. I had 
hoped that it would have been in your power to visit this part 
of the State during the Spring. The state of the weather, and the 
condition of our public roads, however, constitute a formidable 
difficulty in even shorter journeys than the distance from this to 
Hillsboro'. 

From George E. Badger. A. 

Raleigh, 

April 16th, 1853. 

I was very sorry to hear of the accident which befel you on your 
way home, and more than that, alarmed and anxious. It was said 
your arm was broken, this though a present inconvenience I 
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knew would be no lasting injury; but it was also said that you 
sustained some bruises about the head, and these I feared might 
be more serious. I hope that as usual, the report is worse than the 
fact, but I shall be glad to receive either from you or your 
Physician, an assurance that you have no permanent injury and 
will soon be entirely well. 

*    #    #    #    * 

From John H. Wheeler. A. 

Beattiesford, N. C, 

May 8th, 1853. 

I have just laid down, for the second time, the Ap'l No. of the 
University Mag. which contains your lecture before the New 
York Historical Society. The subject to me was deeply interest- 
ing, and I cannot refrain from expressing to you the gratification 
I received from its perusal. 

The reason why my attention was drawn to the subject was that 
my esteemed friend, Colo. Peter Force of Washington wished me 
to send him my copy, and I thought that I would read it again be- 
fore sending it off. Can you spare a copy for him? If so, send it to 
him. 

The style of the Lecture, its avoidance of all ostentation, eithei 
for its subject (beyond its own intrinsic importance) or for itself, 
the elevated tone of State pride, justly excited, when "from New 
Jersey to Florida, inclusive, there were few battle fields in which 
a portion of the troops engaged in the defence of the liberties of 
the Country were not" North Carolinian. Truly it may be said 
of this gallant race 

"Their bones are on the Northern hill, 
And on the Southern plain, 

By brook and river, lake and rill, 
And by the roaring main." 

This, added to the patriotic sentiment that these efforts were 
for "the expulsion of a common enemy, and the establishment 
of a common Liberty" must find a response in every bosom. 

You speak of Gen'l Davidson as having served under Washing- 
ton in his Northern Campaigns. From his appointment by the 
State Congress at Halifax on Ap'l 1776, as Major of the 4th. Regi- 
ment, I find no mention of him in our State annals. I state the 
fact on authority, I believe, of Lee's Mem's. (I have the book, but 
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Dr. Osborne has borrowed it, and I am not now certain) but I 
recollect of being referred to you, when writing this sketch, and 
you had no doubt of it. Have you any recorded evidence, that he 
was at Germantown Oct 1777, or at Brandywine or Trenton? 

You also speak of "Governor Burke voluntarily retiring from 
public life (1782) at the ensuing session of the Legislature." Do 
not the Journals show, and tradition, that the fact of breaking his 
parole on St. James14 Island caused his defeat by a month? If in 
error, be pleased to correct me on this point. 

In your allusion to my labors in the historic field, I offer you 
my hearty thanks. I could have wished that some other and abler 
hand had undertaken this herculean labor, and I am happy to see 
in the field others who may be tempted in hours of leisure and 
retirement to give to their Country and posterity the result of their 
patient investigations. My own effort has succeeded far beyond my 
expectations and its merits, and it will only stimulate me to per- 
fect, if possible, in a second edition, the omissions and inaccura- 
cies of the first. Any suggestion or improvement you may add will 
be grateful. 

I have resolved to remove about the 1st. of July to Washington, 
and have offered for sale my farm. I should be happy if you 
would buy it. It cost me more than 10,000 dollars, and I have 
placed upon it a Saw and Grist Mill, a new Gin House and other 
valuable improvements. If you would come up between this and 
1st. June, we would be happy to see you. 

In this healthfull region, the scene of your early life, and re- 
collections, in a fertile and cheap Country, your health and 
happiness would, I trust, be promoted. 

The extension of the Central Road west, which passed our 
House last Session, is a fixed fact, and must pass near here, and 
afford ready communication to every section of the State. 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

June 6th., 1853. 

The enclosed note will apprize you, if you have not been in- 
formed before, that the writer is about to publish a volume to be 
constituted as follows—I. Prefatory note by Dr. Hawks, II. The 

James Island is the correct name. 
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War of the Regulation, by same, III. Mecklenburg Declaration, 
(with a prefatory note by same) IV. British Invasion of 1780, '81, 
by you, V. British Invasion of 1776, by me. 

The volume is to be a very neat one, with illustrations, and is 
to bear the imprint of G. P. Putnam, New-York, as well as that 
of W. D. Cooke, Raleigh. I had no idea, until I received the en- 
closed note, that the publication was to be hastened to the extent 
indicated. You will perceive the necessity of revising Sc annotating, 
if you conclude to retouch, without delay. I have some thought of 
giving, in an appendix to mine, the official accounts by Caswell & 
Moore, and the sketch by Burke of the Battle of Moore's Creek. 
Shall I do so? What title will be most appropriate? It is proposed 
to have two title pages. The first in ornamental type—Revolu- 
tionary History of North Carolina, on the second—Revolutionary 
History of North Carolina—1. Sketch of the War of the Regulation 
and Battle of Alamance, by Rev'd Dr. Hawks, II. Lecture on 
Mecklenburg Declaration, by same, III. British Invasion of 1780— 
'81, by Hon. William A. Graham, IV. British Invasion of 1776, 
by Hon. D. L. S. 

If you have any suggestions to offer, with respect to the title, or 
order of arrangement, please let me hear from you immediately. 

[Enclosure.] 

From W. D. Cooke to David L. Swain. 

Raleigh, 

June 4th., 1853. 

Dr. Hawks informed me to-day, that you had every thing in 
charge for the volume of Lectures. 

I have now in type the most of Dr. Hawks' Lecture, but, as 
there is a Sketch of the battle of Alamance to precede it, it is very 
important that I should have the copy as soon as possible, or all 
my type will be fast in the Lecture, & my hands be idle. I am quite 
anxious to get the work out this month, as we have no Magazine 
in the way, and our vacation comes on next month, when I will 
probably be absent. 

I hope you will be down shortly, so that you can look over 
proofs, etc. 
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From Larkin B. Bryan.1* U. 

Rutherfordton, 

June 11th, 1853. 
# 

Clingman and Gaither are Canvassing our district for Congress, 
they addressed the people here last week at our Court. Gaither is 
stronger with the Whigs than when he ran two years ago, but 
I find almost every Democrat in the district are for Clingman, 
which I fear will be the means of electing him again. In fact, 
Gaither is not the choice of the Whigs in this district, we have 
men who could beat Clingman, but, unfortunately for the 
Whigs, they cannot be prevailed upon to be candidates. 

To Susan Washington Graham. A. 

Raleigh, 

Friday night, June 24th. 1853. 

On my return from the Court House, this afternoon, I re- 
ceived the package of Letters, forwarded by you, and regret that 
you did not send me a note with them to let me know how you 
all are. 

Two of the letters were from Dr. Morrison, and Junius Alex- 
ander,16 and I am deeply pained to be informed by them of the 
death of my venerable Uncle Robert Davidson, who died on the 
14th. inst. He had been in his usual health untill Saturday the 
11th, and his demise was rather unexpected. No other particu- 
lars are given in these letters. I have ever regarded him as one 
of the best friends it has been my good fortune to possess, and 
notwithstanding has advanced age, cannot but regard his loss as 
an afflicting bereavement. Since the death of my Father, no one 
of my relatives, has felt, and manifested a more affectionate in- 
terest, in me, and experienced a sincere pleasure in every blessing 
which has attended me and mine. My poor old Aunt, who has 

15 Larkin B. Bryan, of Rutherford County, merchant, superintendent of schools, 
postmaster, 1838-1841, clerk and master in equity, 1843-1868. 

"Junius Montrose Alexander  (1826-1855), of Mecklenburg County. 
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trodden with him the journey of life, for more than half a cen- 
tury, and is now left in solitude, I sincerely condole with. 

#    #    #    #    * 

Our friend Mr. Jas. C. Johnston, is here, on his way to the 
White Sulphur Springs, and will go to Hillsborough on Monday 
next. I regret that I cannot be at home, that he might be able to 
visit us, as there are few gentlemen of his age, for whom I have 
greater regard. 

***** 

I have made no visits except to dine at Mr. Badger's once. 

From Millard Fillmore. U. 

Buffalo, 

July 11th., 1853. 

Your kind and sympathizing letter of condolence17 came duly 
to hand, and would have received a more prompt acknowledge- 
ment but from the fact that I have felt so depressed in spirits that 
I could not bear to write, and especially upon the subject nearest 
my heart. I have therefore busied myself in preparing for house- 
keeping, and in looking into my private affairs, which had been 
so long neglected. We are at last, however, finally settled in my 
old residence, where we are as happy as we can be, after sus- 
taining so irreparable a loss to our little domestic circle. 

My children are with me, and we are all in the enjoyment of 
health. 

Will you not, you & Mrs. G., visit the Niagara Falls this Sum- 
mer? We should be most happy to see you, and if you come, please 
advise me in advance when we may expect you, and make my 
house your home during your stay in the City. It is but an hour's 
ride from here to the falls, and some of us will be happy to ac- 
company you there. 

Mrs. Abigail Powers Fillmore, his wife, had died, March 30, 1853. 
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To Susan  Washington Graham. A. 

Salisbury, 

July 16th, 1853. 

I arrived here on Wednesday afternoon, having made the jour- 
ney without accident, except the breaking of a spring, of the 
Buggy, on the day of my arrival. They are weak, for two persons, 
and Dave is but an indifferent driver. Rain came upon me, the 
evening I left home, and I travelled in it for half the next day. 
From every quarter I learn, that there has been a good season. 
In many places I found the water courses considerably swollen. 
There is yet hope, therefore, of a tolerable crop of corn. About 
thirty miles from here, I overtook Gov. Morehead, Dr. Hill, and 
others, and we journied thence together. 

# *     #     #     # 

There has been great excitement in the meeting of stockholders, 
and a powerful combination against Gov. Morehead, arising, as 
I think, from political, as well as personal and interested motives. 
He is however, reelected, a director, and probably will be again, 
the President, though the Board of Directors had several ballot- 
ings, last evening, without an election. He has had a thankless 
office, and a most disagreeable duty. Wm. Washington is here, 
as one of the State directors. He came by way of Charleston, and 
will return through Hillsborough and Raleigh. I design to go 
today to Sister Violet's, and thence to the plantation, in York. 

I have met here a Mining Engineer, who has visited the Mine, 
on the Earhart plantation, and thinks very favorably of it. 

* *    #    #    # 

From Sophia G. Witherspoon. U. 

Mobile, 

July 29th., 1853. 
My Dear Brother 

I suppose from my long silence you had come to the conclusion 
that I had forgotten you, or had given out the Idea of answer- 
ing your letter, but I can assure you I had not either—but from 
various circumstances I have been prevented writing earlier, by 
a letter received a few days since from sister Mary Morrison that 
you had pretty much recovered from your unfortunate accident, 
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& that ware on your way comeing on to Lincoln, & by the time 
this letter ought to go on to the Post Office, you will have ar- 
rived at your Plantation. I still regret that I was not able to meet 
you whilst I was in North Carolina, as I now think it doubtful 
if I ever do, unless you could come to Alabama. I find traveling 
fatigues me, altho' I bore the travel much better than I expected. 

My health is good in a general way, still I feel age comeing on, 
with its attendant infirmities. Eliza, who I stay most with, is in 
good health, has a promising family of sons, 6 in number, & one 
Daughter, 3 boys older & 3 younger than her daughter, all go 
to school, her eldest son is 14 next winter, she is comfortably 
situated. Mary Dickey18 has gone to New York, Mr. Dickey was 
raised in the City, & never spent a summer here, & I rather think 
he will not; he has succeeded very well in business since he has 
been living here. Mary is rather a delicate person, her health is 
not robust. Louisa19 is very delicate, has poor health. Dr. Ander- 
son, her husband, is doing a fair busness, has good talents. Thom- 
as20 & wife lives at the old Homestead, & that is my home, but I 
stay most of my time with my daughters, in preference to staying 
there, altho' Thomas' wife is a superior woman, they have no 
family as yet. Mary & Louisa each have a daughter. Alfred 21 is 
married, & has gone into business with a Mr. Reynold as a partner 
& doing well. Sidney22 has been the lateest in life setling himself, 
& rather the most fieble, yet I hope his getting a wife in the good 
old North State will settle him down, he is industrious. 

I have given you an account of all my children, & their pros- 
pects. I wish I could have seen yours. I feel a great deal more in- 
terest in our relations since I have been on to see them, & know 
more of them. I had not seen Aunt Polly Maclean for 28 years, 
altho' she looked so much older she reminded me in a great many 
things of our Mother, & the old House & every thing about it 
looked as it did formerly. Poor Uncle Bob Davidson looked as 
he was totering over the grave, his death was not unexpected, he 
lasted longer than I thought he would when I left him. He spoke 

18 Mary Sophia Witherspoon (1829-1880), who married Charles D. Dickey, of 
New York. 

MAnna Louisa Witherspoon (1832-1891), who married Dr. William H. Anderson 
(1820-1887), of Mobile. 

"Thomas Franklin Witherspoon (1825-1909), who married Catherine E. Hatch 
(1829-1905). He lived, after leaving Alabama, in California, Kentucky, and Gallatin, 
Tennessee. 

21 William Alfred Witherspoon (1830-1861), of Mobile, who married Tarifa 
Cocke  (1831-1896). 

22 Dr. Robert Sidney Witherspoon (1823-1884), of Gallatin, Tennessee. He married 
Mrs. Mary   (Torrance) Bratton   (1830-1899). 
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as a Christian man, & often said he had been more undustrious 
to lay up stores here than in Heaven. 
... I fear Brother John's children have made a bad move. I 

am not preposessed in favour of Arkansas—my son Graham23 

lived 5 years in that State, the part of it he lived in was not de- 
sireable, neither as regards health, nor society, the Land was 
good. . . . 

May the Lord ever bless you & yours, is the prayer of your af- 
fectionate Sister, 

To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

Aug. 4th, 1853. 
#    #    #    #    # 

I have been absent for three weeks, from home, and have visited 
Charlotte, as well as Salisbury, & Lincoln—Since the completion 
of the Railroad, Charlotte is assuming a City like appearance, and 
from the productiveness of the neighboring Country, is doing a 
large business. A single house there, is said to have cleared $24,000, 
in the Cotton trade, the past season. The manufacturies in that 
region, make the price there now, as good as in Charleston. Real 
Estate is looking up, in all that Country, and its productiveness 
is beginning to be duly estimated. 

You have heard, no doubt, of the excitement in the meeting of 
Stockholders at Salisbury.24 A strike for higher wages on the part 
of the Contractor stockholders, and the intrigues of certain poli- 
tician Judges, had well nigh defeated Governor Morehead, in a 
reelection to the Presidency of the Company. The movement fail- 
ed, however, notwithstanding the character of the directors fur- 
nished by the State. 

The election has gone off quietly today, and we hope Rogers25 

has been returned to Congress. 

88 Joseph Graham Witherspoon (1830-1852). 
**The newspaper notices of this meeting do not throw any light upon the 

"excitement" alluded to. Since Judge W. Ellis held the state proxy, which, by the 
way, was not accepted, he was evidently one of the "politician judges" Graham had 
in mind. 

^Sion Hart Rogers (1825-1874), of Wake County, who had been a student at 
the University and then studied law. He was solicitor, Whig Member of Congress, 
1853-1855, 1871-1873. He was colonel of the Forty-seventh North Carolina Regiment 
in the Civil War, resigning to become attorney general, 1863-1866. 
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We are all well. My two eldest sons have entered College, as 
Freshmen at the University. You have perhaps heard of the riot 
there, in which a young man was shot recently.26 Four in Five 
have been dismissed, and all is now quiet. Gov. Swain has not yet 
returned from Buncombe. 

I met the Engineer near Salisbury who is to survey the Rail- 
road route, thence to Tennessee. The eastern end, from Golds- 
boro' to Beaufort, is postponed till cool weather. 

It is to be feared, that the patronage of the work, by the State, 
will be jeoparded by the intrigue of speculators, about the lower 
terminus. It is rumored that a scheme is on foot to interest prom- 
inent members of Assembly in town Lots, in some of the rival 
Cities about Beaufort. This, if true or believed, may yet blow 
up the whole project. 

#    #    #    #    # 

From Edward J. Hale. U. 

Fayetteville, 

Oct. 3rd, 1853. 

I have been, as you will see by the Observer, greatly interested 
in the sayings and doings of the Locofocos in New York, etc., and 
of the mad course of the administration in relation thereto. I 
think it will seal the fate of the administration, & of the party, 
for a time. 

I will endeavor to profit by your suggestion as to a Buffalo 
resolution. 

In great haste, but assuring you that it will give me great pleas- 
ure at all times to hear from you. 

From Millard Fillmore. A. 

Buffalo, 

Oct. 19th, 1853. 

I beg you to accept my thanks for a copy of the "Revolutionary 
History of North Carolina" which you were so obliging as to send 

261 have been unable to find any other record of this, journalistic restraint being 
greater then than now. 
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me. I shall doubtless derive both pleasure and profit from the per- 
usal of the whole, yet, to me, its chief value consists in the fact 
that it contains your own interesting lecture delivered before the 
Historical Society of N. York, which I read at the time, and which 
I am happy to have in so convenient a form for preservation. 

My children as well as myself are in good health and join me 
in affectionate regards to yourself and Mrs. Graham. 

I am sincerely, 
Your friend 

From H. T. Duncan. U. 

Lexington, [Ky.] 

October 23rd., 1853. 
#    *    #    #    # 

The object of this letter is to give some idea of the progress 
and prospects of the interesting enterprize which commends itself 
so strongly to the National sympathy. For many months, the time 
of the Central Executive Committee was occupied in the selection 
and appointment of various Committees, State and County. These, 
I regret to say, have not answered our hopes, but few have re- 
sponded, even to the letters of appointment and done nothing, 
I presume, others have given to the matter some attention and 
raised some means. Discouraged with this state of things, the 
Committee determined to give the subject a vigorous personal 
attention, which has resulted, I am happy to inform you, in flat- 
tering success, leaving now, I believe, assurances of complete suc- 
cess. The contributions reach now the sum of $35,000 contributed 
within the last few months, & I think we may add 5000$ as prob- 
ably not yet reported, making the present contribution to reach 
some of $40,000. This has been done principally in Ky. and part 
in Ohio—with few liberal contributions of $1000. each. Of this 
kind there is one from Louisiana, one from Mississippi, 2 from 
Ohio, & 2 from Ky., one or two of $500. There are many of 100$, 
more of 50$, and all lesser sums. 

I have just returned from Louisville, where I spent some ten 
days, giving my active personal attention to the work, with the 
active aid of the local Committee, the contributions reached over 
$9,000. All together, the experience of the last 90 days satisfies me 
that all that is necessary is to call upon the people, and they will 
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give all that may be needed. It will be almost impracticable to 
call upon the rural districts. The Cities and towns are all we may 
hope to reach, where comparatively the few must do the work, 
by more liberal personal contributions. May we not hope that 
North Carolina will furnish her contribution for 1000$ among 
the oppulent friends of Mr. Clay in that State. 4 States are now 
represented in this list, making the number 6 of 1000, there being 
2 from each Ohio and Ky. 

Should you fall in with J. C. Johnson, Esq., of Eden ton, I would 
be glad [if] you would show him this letter. If you do not meet 
with him, be good enough to enclose it to him for his perusal, as 
one of those friends feeling a lively interest in our success. 

From Robert G. Allison. U. 

Philadelphia, 

October 29th., 1853. 

While in New-York, I went to Gen. Scott's residence, and was 
very courteously received by his son-in-law, Col. Scott, who ushered 
me into the General's Library, and entertained me with highly 
interesting conversation, informed me that the General had gone 
out on a visit with his daughters, and insisted on my remaining 
to dine with the family, when he said the General and his daugh- 
ters would probably return. I, however, declined his kind invita- 
tion, and he then urged me to call on the next day, or before I 
left the City, as he knew the General would be glad to see me. I 
thanked him, and replied, if it would suit Gen. Scott's conven- 
ience, I would call on him during the next day at 11 o'clock. He 
replied affirmatively. In the mean time, I saw Dr. Krider, who 
said he would like to accompany me; and so we went together 
at the appointed hour, according to arrangement. When we ar- 
rived, immediately, without ceremony, we were introduced to 
the hero of a hundred battlefields, and cordially received by him. 

We had conversed only a few minutes when he asked me "if 
Dr. Caldwell, formerly President of the University of N. C, was 
buried at Chapel Hill. I replied that his remains were entombed 
in the grove of the University, in the midst of the scene of his 
useful labors, and that his pupils who derived so much bene- 
fit from his instructions, contemplated erecting a suitable monu- 
ment to his memory. He said, Dr. Caldwell was one of the most 
intelligent and interesting men I have ever become acquainted 
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with. I well recollect our first acquaintance, at which time he re- 
lated to me the following anecdote:" "When I first went to the 
University, said the Dr., to take charge of a Tutorship, after 
having graduated at Princeton College, the students very much 
annoyed me, by calling me a Yankee, a name very odious to a 
N. J. man. I thought upon a great many plans to obviate this 
difficulty, but none seemed practicable. On a certain occasion 
fortune, as some would say, but I say Providence, favored me. 
About 11 o'clock at night, I thought I would go through the Col- 
lege buildings and see if all was right. In the passage of the S. 
building, I met a young gentleman, who exclaimed, Ah! old fel- 
low! I think I scuffled with you once before, and you then gave 
me a very hard fall; but I won't let you off now, come on, I'll 
throw you. As I was then athletic, and particularly fond of 
wrestling, I accepted the challenge. We scuffled a long time, and, 
as he was a vigorous young man, I began to feel some premonitory 
symptoms of an approaching catastrophe; however, he forced me 
up against the wall, where I remained still until I recovered my 
waning breath, when I pushed him against a door, which broke 
open; and a student came out with a light and saw us. I never was 
called by the odious name of Yankee again." In return for his 
amusing anecdote, said Gen. Scott, after prefacing it with this 
remark: Whisky is the greatest enemy with which we have to 
contend in the Camp, I related to him the following anecdote: 
On a certain occasion, when I was Col., I had established a chain 
of sentinels; and, on a hazy night, I thought I would walk round 
and see it all was right. While walking leisurely along, I was ac- 
costed by a common soldier, who said, Corporal, (mistaking me 
for a Corporal in the Army, of nearly my height) have you any 
such a thing as a shilling? I replied, I have, but what do you wish 
to do with it? I wish to get a drink of whisky. I asked him where 
he could get it, and he answered, a sutler sells it out there, point- 
ing to the place; but don't tell Gen. Scott. I immediately sent 
another sentinel to the spot. I then related to Gen. Scott an 
anecdote which Dr. Caldwell told me at a tea-party, after I gradu- 
ated. "I had discovered, said the Dr., that some mischievous 
young men had taken a carriage which I had a short time previous- 
ly bought, to a swamp about two miles from the University, and 
left it there. I sent my servant, November, to bring it back. The 
next night being very dark, I let down the curtains of [the] car- 
riage, and seated myself within. So, about 11 o'clock, the young 
gentlemen came, drew the carriage to the swamp, laughing all 
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along the road at the unpleasant predicament I would find myself 
in on the next morning, and mimic [k]ing the supposed conver- 
sation I would have with November. Having at length arrived at 
the swamp, all puffing and blowing, as it was a very warm night, 
one of them said, I am very glad we are here for I think the 
carriage is heavier than it was last night. I then let down the 
window sash, put my head out, and said: Young gentlemen, 
you have been so kind as to bring me here, and I have had a very 
pleasant ride, I hope, therefore, you will not now be so cruel as 
to leave me alone in this dreary place. They then silently took 
hold, and drew me home in my carriage. I got out at my gate, 
thanked them, and said, Good night, young gentlemen, I have 
had a very pleasant ride. They drew my carriage round, and put 
it safely in the carriage house." 

Gen. Scott requested me to [send to] yourself and family as- 
surances of his very high regard and esteem. 

Property Valuation. U. 

State of North Carolina. 

Lincoln County. 

Nov'r 3rd., 1853. 

Valuation of the Slaves and other Specific property of James 
Graham, Dec'd, liable to the tax of one pr. cent to the State, made 
by us this day, pursuant to an order of the Court of Pleas & quar- 
ter Sessions 

Valued at $300.00 
200.00 

Viz. Slaves. 

Girls. 

Turner 
Jerry 
Sam 
Dan 
John 
Tom 
Hillard 
Johnston 
Caroline & 

child 
Phebe 
Jane 
Sarah 

800.00 
800.00 
600.00 
500.00 
400.00 
200.00 

600.00 
600.00 
350.00 
250.00 

$5,600.00 
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5 Head Horses 270.-3 Mules Val'd at 250. $520.00 
29    "       Cattle 196.- 196.00 
Stock of Hogs 130.- 130.00 
Crop of Wheat 150.- 150.00 
Old Corn on hand- 262.00 
The Growing Crop of Corn & Cotton- 550.00 

200 lbs. Bacon 20.-200 lbs. Cord 20. 40.00 
Scythes & Cradles & Grass Scythes 6.00 
3 Bush Rye & 6 Bush. Salt- 7.50 
2 Kegs Nails 8.00-Iron 3.50-Guns & Pistol 15. 26.50 
1 Old Wagon Caryall & Harness 25. 

1 Straw Cutter 5. 30.00 
1 Cross Cut Saw 3.00 farming utentials 10.00 13.00 
Oats & Rye 20. 1 Buggy 125. 1 Gold Watch 100. 245.00 
Household and Citchen furniture 124.00 

$7,900.00 

From Edmund Bryan. U. 

Rutherfordton, 

December 1st., 1853. 

It is understood in this quarter that Gen'l Edney's appointment 
as Minister to Guatamala has been withdrawn. If so, I beg leave 
to call your attention once more to the request of Dr. Leven- 
thorpe, who would be highly gratified to obtain your influence 
with the President, (or proper Department) in procuring for him 
either that, or some other appointment of equal magnitude, which 
may possibly occur in the course of the Winter. 

The Doctor is about to dispose of his Farm and Mining prop- 
erty in Rutherford, with an intention of going to California with 
his family, within a few months, unless his friends can prevent it, 
by holding out some sufficient inducements to detain him in this 
Country. He is not disposed to engage in the medical profession, 
notwithstanding he graduated with the highest distinction, & 
took the first honors in the Medical College at Charleston. 

He can procure the recommendation of gentlemen of the high- 
est respectability in the State, but is contented with getting yours, 
and a few other prominent men of his acquaintance. The Doctor 
is well qualified, in point of education, for any office which might 
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be tendered him. He understands the Latin, Greek, French, & 
Italian Languages well, & can speak the two latter, fluently. 

Anything, Sir, which you can conscientiously do in this matter 
will be thankfully received & highly appreciated by 

Your old Friend. 
P.S. I hope, Sir, for your late defeat that you may be rewarded 

again with a seat in the U. S. Senate, as I see there seems to be 
some shuffling in the Democratic ranks of the present Legislature. 
The Western Reserve (as our District used to be termed) is split 
into factions, and become of late so destracted in her politics, 
since your lamented Brother left it, and Clingman's defection in 
the Whig ranks, that I fear we shall not be able soon, if ever, to 
regain our former Whig ascendancy. C's. recent course has com- 
pletely prostrated him in this District, & thrown him so low, that 
I am persuaded he can never regain his former popularity. 
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1854 

From John W. Graham. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

Feb. 14th., 1854. 

I saw Mr. Ashe on Friday, and he said he would be up to see 
you this week. Mr. Browne informed [me] a week or two since, 
that he had written you to deliver the address before the Alumni 
Association. I have been asked by a good many of the students 
if you would accept it. I told them I did not [know] but I sup- 
posed that you would. * 

Hon. Aaron V. Browne2 of Tenn. has consented to deliver the 
Address before the two societies. Archbishop Hughes3 has been 
written to to deliver the sermon to the graduating Class. It is not 
known whether he will accept it or not, but it is generally thought 
that he will. I have been asked by the Editors of the Magazine if 
I knew when you could send them the life of Judge Murphy. They 
say that they would be very glad to receive it at any time. 

Our College, (as I am sorry to say) is not as large this Session 
as it was last. The trustees have prohibited Camphine from being 
burnt by the students on account of its danger. 

I would like very much if you would send me twenty-five or 
thirty dollars or as much more as you please. We will have to get 
our badges, which will cost 12 or 15 dollars. I want also to pay 
for some books which I got, and some little debts which I owe. 
I need a pair of shoes or boots very badly. I wish you would tell 
Willie to ask Parks if he can make me a pair right off, as he has 
my measure, or if he has a pair in his store that will fit me, to 
send them down to me as soon as possible, as it is almost useless 
to try to get a pair here. 

1Not found. There is no record of his having made the address. 
9 Aaron Vail Brown (1795-1859), of Tennessee, a native of Virginia, a graduate 

of the University of North Carolina, who settled in Tennessee and became a lawyer. 
He was a partner of James K. Polk, state legislator, Democratic Member of Congress, 
1839-1845, Governor, 1845-1847, and Postmaster General, 1857-1859. 

8 Archbishop John Joseph Hughes (1797-1864), of New York, a native of Ireland, 
who came to America as a laborer. He studied, became a Catholic priest, and was 
made archbishop in 1850. A man of untiring zeal and great ability, he was a power 
in the growth of his church in the United States. He was a strong advocate of 
division of school funds. A supporter of the Union, he was an unofficial agent of 
Lincoln in Europe. 
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Invitation. 

22 De Febrero, U. 
El Aniversario de la Natividad del Ilustrie 

Washington. 

Mr. Philo White,4 Charge D'Affaires of the United States, and 
Lady, would be pleased with your company at their House, on 
Wednesday evening, the 22nd. of February, at 7 o'clock, that day 
being the Anniversary of the Birth of the Illustrious Washington, 
the Father of his Country, and a Model for a Republican world. 

(en el Ecuador)  a 15 
Quito, 

de Febrero de 1854. 

From Lyman C. Draper.5 U. 

Madison, Wisconsin. 

March 11th., 1854. 

In transmitting to you a Certificate of your election to a mem- 
bership in the Wisconsin Historical Society, permit me to ask if 
you have a duplicate copy of y'r Message some years ago to the 
Leg. of N. C. relative to the Colonial Records, etc.? And whether 
you have a spare copy of the pamphlet publication of y'r State 
relative to the Mecklenburg Dec'n of Independence? 

Very respectfully 
Cor. Sec. Wis'n Hist. Soc. 

P.S. I may add in my own behalf, that I am engaged in an 
extended Life of Boone. Several years ago, J. Sea well Jones had 
placed in his possession by the late Ch. Jus. Henderson, of y'r 

4 Philo White, journalist, a native of New York, who edited the Western Caro- 
linian and later founded the Raleigh Standard. He sold the Standard to Thomas 
Loring, and moved to Alabama. He was for a short time purser in the navy, was 
consul to Hamburg, and was then appointed to Quito. 

6 Lyman Copeland Draper (1815-1891), of Wisconsin, a native of New York, his- 
torian, manuscript collector, and librarian. He had a scattered education, was editor 
of a newspaper, farmed without success in Mississippi, and finally made a place 
for himself in which he won great distinction. Always interested in the history of 
the pioneers, he began to collect records, and made the great collection of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society of which he became secretary. He was superintendent 
of public instruction of Wisconsin. His best known historical work is King's 
Mountain and its Heroes. 
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State, the old papers of his father, Col. Rh'd Henderson,6 relat- 
ing to the early settlement of Ky. Jones has either lost them, 
or chooses not to say where they are; he once wrote me that he 
had left them in some one's care who afterwards proved un- 
friendly to him. Have you any knowledge of them? If so, I sh'd 
be glad to learn. I do not much expect to get any trace of them, 
but c'd I, they w'd doubtless afford me much light upon border 
history. 

When I complete the Boone work, I intend to take up Gen. 
John Sevier,7 and then Gen. James Robertson8—pioneers of 
East and West Tennessee. 

L. C. D. 

[Enclosure.'] 

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN. 

Madison, Wis. March 11th., 1854. 

Hon. Wm. A. Graham- 

Sir: 

It is my pleasing duty to inform you, that at a meeting of the 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, you were duly elected an Honorary Mem- 
ber of the 

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN 

•Richard Henderson (1735-1785), of Granville County, a native of Virginia, 
who was brought to North Carolina as a child. He became a lawyer, was appointed 
a judge by Governor Tryon, and moved to Hillsboro. He was driven from the 
bench in 1770 by the Regulators who burned his house in Granville. He, with 
others, founded the Transylvania Company, of which he was president, and which 
purchased lands now in Tennessee and Kentucky from the Indians. The purchase 
was illegal, and was later annulled. The government set up at Boonesboro was 
not recognized by the Continental Congress. He was a member of the council of 
state, 1778 and 1782, of the boundary commission in 1779, and of the Commons 
in 1781. 

7 John Sevier (1745-1815), of Tennessee, pioneer and soldier. Born in Virginia, 
he emigrated in 1773, and moved several times thereafter. He was a member of 
the North Carolina Provincial Congress of November, 1776, was a soldier at King's 
Mountain, and became a leader in the western part of the State. He at first opposed 
the attempt to form a separate state, but later led it, and was the chief founder 
of the ill-fated State of Franklin. He became a Federalist when North Carolina re- 
fused to ratify the Federal Constitution, served in the state Senate in 1789, and 
was a delegate to the convention of that year that ratified the constitution. He was 
a brigadier general of militia, Member of Congress, 1789-1791, and was a member 
of the Tennessee legislative council of 1794. 

8 James Robertson (1742-1814), of Tennessee, pioneer, was born in Virginia, grew 
up in North Carolina, and in 1771 went to what is now Tennessee where he was 
Indian agent for North Carolina and Virginia. He was prominent in the settlement 
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Should such membership be agreeable to you, you will please 
signify the same by letter, as early as convenient. 

The objects and wishes of the Society are briefly set forth in the 
annexed Circular. 

I remain, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 

Lyman C. Draper. 
Corresponding Secretary. 

# # 

* Active members pay an annual fee of one dollar; twenty dol- 
lars, paid at one time, constitutes the donor a life member; while 
honorary and corresponding members are exempt from fee or tax- 
ation. 

From H. A. Risley. U. 

Fayetteville, 

April 4th., 1854. 

Through the agency of friends in the City of New York, the 
firm of Seymour Risley & Co., of which I am one, have taken the 
contract to build and equip the Rail Road from this place to 
Deep River, called the Western R. R., and I am now here among 
strangers to commence the prosecution of the work. 

It would add greatly to my comfort, and facilitate my business, 
to have that good position in the confidence of the community 
here, which the knowledge of my standing at home would give 
me. It has occured to me that you may have learned and observed 
enough of my relations with the New York and Erie Rail Road 
Co., and with the people of Dunkirk and New York, at the open- 
ing celebration of the Erie Road, when I had the honor of seeing 
you, President Fillmore, Mr. Webster, Gov. Hunt,9 and others, 
at my humble home, to feel safe in giving me a letter to Mr. Hale, 

of Nashville, one of the framers of the Cumberland compact, and was president of 
the court thereby established. He was a member of the North Carolina Commons, 
1786, and of the Senate, 1787-1788. He was a delegate to the Tennessee Convention 
of 1796, and a member of the state Senate,  1798. 

9 Washington Hunt (1811-1867), of New York, lawyer, judge, Whig Member of 
Congress, 1843-1849, Governor, 1851-1853. He would not join the Republican 
party, in spite of his hatred of slavery, and became a Democrat, and declined the 
nomination for vice-president on the Douglas ticket. He was a delegate to the 
Democratic National Convention of 1864 where he worked for a resolution de- 
manding a convention of the states. He supported Johnson's reconstruction policy, 
and was a delegate to the National Union Convention of 1866. 
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Editor of the Observer, or some one else, that will aid me in mak- 
ing a favorable acquaintance with the people. 

I feel the indelicacy of asking so much of you, as in the tumult 
of that 'celebration' journey, when you saw so many strangers, I 
have doubtless passed entirely from your recollection. I, however, 
remember with pride and pleasure, our agreeable interview, your 
cordial and friendly manner, and the true North Carolina polite- 
ness with which, at parting, you invited Mrs. Risley and myself 
to visit you, if chance ever cast us in your way; and, inspired by 
these recollections, I some way feel at liberty to write you this 
familiar letter, satisfied that, if I can recall your memory of me, 
you will feel safe in introducing me to your friends here. 

You will oblige me by accepting a copy of a little address I de- 
livered some years ago to the farmers of my County. I heard your 
address before the New York Historical Society, upon a portion 
of the History of your State, but was obliged to leave the City at 
the time, without paying you my personal respects. 

With the hope that I may hear from you at this place; and 
the assurance of my very sincere respect and high consideration, 

I am, 
Your ob't serv't, 

From James C. Johnston. U. 

Hayes, 

April 10th., 1854. 

I am much obliged by the perusal of the enclosed letter from 
Mr. Duncan, & I now return it. I had a letter from Mr. Duncan 
a short time since, acknowledging a remittance. 

I shall endeavor to make further collections, but people seem 
to have a great affection for the immortal dollar, more so than 
for their greatest Patriots and friends. It is rather mortifing to 
see how soon the greatest public services are forgotten, while 
honors are showered on the worthless and undeserving. 
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From James W. Bryan, U. 

Newbern, 

May 9th., 1854. 
***** 

Our town has been the scene of much excitement during the 
past week on the subject of taxation of Town & County for the 
Railroad and River. It has been quite a tempest in a teapot, & 
therefore no one is drowned or hurt. 

***** 

Gen. Dockery made a favourable impression here, but no im- 
pressions are lasting upon our people; they seem to take but little 
interest in any matters, except in their prejudices. I trust the 
people of Newbern will have a Rail Road, for they have wanted 
one for a long time! 

***** 

Rev. Dr. Hooper delivers a lecture for us tonight at the Theatre. 

From Sion H. Rogers. U. 

House of Reps., U. S., 

May 11th., 1854. 

I take it for granted that you have thought of, and made up 
your mind thoroughly, as to what course should be pursued with 
regard to Nebraska, I doubt very much the propriety of repealing 
the Missouri Compromise, without effecting by it some practical 
good, to the South. If Clayton's Amendment is out, I think the 
bill still more objectionable, without Clayton's Amendment, 
foreigners will be allowed to vote. You have, I have no doubt, 
made yourself sufficiently acquainted with the Bill to give me 
your views. 

Give them to me frankly, and whatever you advise me, I will 
consider, and be obliged to you. 

We are having the most excited time here. I have no doubt the 
House will hold its Session for forty eight hours. I write in such 
confusion 
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From Sion H. Rogers. U. 

House of Reps. U. S., 

May 25th., 1854. 

I received in due time your letter, and it gave me very great 
relief in my embarrassments. 

You will see from the proceedings in the House, that Mr. Ste- 
phens of Georgia, moved to strike out the enacting clause in 
Richardson's Bill10 on Monday, so as to preclude all further 
amendments. Richardson's contained neither Badger's11 nor Clay- 
ton's12 amendments. When reported to the House a motion was 
made by the friends of the bill not to concur in the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee, which passed, and Richardson then moved 
his substitute, and under the previous question forced the House 
to a vote upon his substitute, which contained Badger's amend- 
ment, but did not have in it Clayton's amendment. When forced 
to vote upon the bill without Clayton's amendment, and being de- 
prived of all opportunity of any explanation which I desired to 
make, and which I attempted to make, I at once, upon all ques- 
tions directly upon the merits of the bill, voted with those oppos- 
ed to; in all preliminary questions, in which I voted, I voted with 
the friends of the bill. I did so because my mind was made up 
what course I should [take] and I desired the vote to be taken. 
I should, if the vote had been taken upon the Senate bill, voted 
for it. That vote would have been given, however, with some 
doubts. As soon as my health permits I shall issue a circular to 
my constituents. In that circular I shall examine, and rely upon 
the speeches made both in the Senate and House to show that no 
practical good can come to the South of it's passage; and it was 
so believed and declared by those who supported it. The declara- 
tion of Northern men, that Slavery never can be extended by the 

10 William Alexander Richardson (1811-1875), of Illinois, a native of Kentucky, 
educated at Centre and Transylvania, state legislator, major in the Mexican War, 
Democratic Member of Congress, 1847-1856, 1861-1863, United States Senator, 
1863-1865. His bill was one to organize the territories of Kansas and Nebraska. 

11 Badger's amendment to the Nebraska and Kansas bills provided that noth- 
ing contained in the bills "shall be construed to revive or put in force any law or 
regulation which may have existed prior to the act of 6th May, 1820, either pro- 
tecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery." 

12 John M. Clayton, of Delaware, moved to strike out of the bills the provision 
conferring the right of suffrage and office-holding, these words: "and those who 
shall have declared under oath their intention to become such [American citizens] 
and shall have taken oath to support the Constitution of the United States, and 
the provisions of this act," so that it shall read: "Provided, that the right of 
suffrage and holding office shall be exercised only by citizens of the United States." 
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bill. Then I shall endeavour to show that the South will actually 
be the loser by the bill, without the Clayton proviso, in it's prac- 
tical operations. 

I think I can show myself a much better Southern man, than 
those who spoke and voted for the bill, I would be glad to hear 
from you, and get your views at length. 

The letter I received from you will be of service to me. See the 
Hillsboro' Recorder man and keep him right. 

There is no necessity for the issue upon it to go in the Canvass. 
Honest representatives will differ in their views upon such im- 
portant questions. I am not afraid to defend my vote before my 
constituents, I think I could put it on grounds upon which the 
South will stand. For the next few days I expect to be in Raleigh. 
We will adjourn over for some days, in order to have the House 
prepared for Summer. 

From George E. Badger. U. 

Washington, 

June 7th, 1854. 

I received this morning your letter of the 5th. and had previous- 
ly directed two copies of my speech13 and Brown's.14 I have now 
sent additional copies of both, marking the latter with "Brown". 
on the envelope. It is a very powerful speech, and must tell, spe- 
cially considering his position as a thorough State rights man of 
the very strictest school of constructionists. 

My own was made chiefly with a view to aid our friends at 
home in the pending contest, to open the eyes of our people to 
the monstrous wrong which is being perpetrated upon them. I 
have sent about 3 thousand copies into the State. I have many 
calls for Brown's, and much regret I did not order more of them. 
I hope you may have a pleasant time in your Canvass! ! By the 
way, will Mangum put his shoulder to the wheel? He could cer- 
tainly aid much, but I fear he is tired of political contests, and 

13 Badger's speech in favor of the Kansas-Nebraska bill was delivered on February 
16, 1854. 

"Albert Galatin Brown (1813-1880), of Mississippi, a native of South Carolina, 
was educated at Jefferson College, in Mississippi, became a lawyer. He was a state 
legislator, Democratic Member of Congress, 1839-1841, judge, Governor, 1844-1848, 
Member of Congress, 1847-1853, and United States Senator, 1854-1861. He was a 
Confederate captain, and then a Member of Congress, 1862-1865. His speech was in 
support of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. 
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will not put himself out. I will endeavour today to have the pa- 
pers got together which you require and send them to you. 

* TP TT * ^ 

I trust there is no serious doubt about your success.15 I should 
think it a lasting blot on the fair fame of Orange, if you could be 
beaten in that County for the Senate. If I can do anything to aid, 
I pray you to command me without hesitation. 

With my very kind regards to Mrs. Graham, and best wishes 
for your success on her account, as I doubt not she feels more 
anxiety about the result than you do, 

I am, dear Sir, 
faithfully your friend and Serv't. 

To James W. Bryan. U. Bryan Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

June 9th, 1854. 
*    #    #    #    # 

I regret to learn that political prospects in Craven are un- 
promising to the Whigs. I think Dockery16 has a fair prospect of 
success, and that with tolerable management we could carry a 
majority of the Legislature, in both branches. The selection of 
Candidates in the Counties, as far as I see from the papers, is 
judicious. A great effort will made against me, individually, here, 
and influences from abroad will be, no doubt, put in requisition, 
but I feel pretty well assured of success, and I hope, by a consid- 
erable majority. Had I contemplated the Candidacy at an earlier 
period, I should feel no doubt. 

I was at Chapel Hill last week. The Commencement passed off 
very well. Gov. Brown's speech was commonplace, I thought, and 
savoured much of progress. 

The letter writers from Washington, foreshadow some coup 
d'etat to take Cuba. The Proclamation of the President indicates 
a disposition to observe the Law of Nations, but his Proclamation 
against the Walker17 expedition on the Pacific was not issued, 

16 Graham had been nominated for the state Senate, on May 23, by the Orange 
County Whig convention. 

"Alfred Dockery had been nominated for Governor by the Whig convention. 
"William Walker (1824-1860), a native of Tennessee, and adventurer. He was 

a graduate of the University of Nashville, M.D. of the University of Pennsylvania, 
he continued his studies in Paris, and then became a lawyer in New Orleans 
where he was also editor and proprietor of the Daily  Crescent. He was  then a 
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untill the Gadsden treaty, had been negotiated for a considerable 
part of Mexico. 

To the Editors of the Hillsborough Recorder.18 

July 3d., 1854. 
Messrs. Editors: 

The Standard of the 28th. ult.,19 contains an article of great 
length, having reference to a matter personal to myself, and 
which demands of me a brief explanation. 

I seldom see that paper, have not yet read its original article to 
which yours was a reply, and it is quite needless to say was wholly 
unaware of your intention to notice it in any manner whatever. 
That Editor, however, affects to consider me as having prompted 
journalist and lawyer in California, where he organized an expedition from San 
Francisco, and proclaimed Lower California an independent republic with him- 
self as president. He annexed on paper the state of Sonora, after which he was 
driven out of Mexico. He was tried in the United States and acquitted. Later he 
turned his attention to Nicaragua. Temporarily successful, he was finally defeated, 
largely through the efforts of Cornelius Vanderbilt, and was executed by the 
Honduras authorities. 

18 From the Raleigh Register, July 12, 1854, quoting the Hillsborough Recorder. 
39 The North Carolina Standard in June, mentioning the nomination of Graham 

for the state Senate, called him "the gentleman who deserted his friend Millard 
Fillmore, . . . abandoned the man who had promoted and honored him," and 
added, "A man who is not true to his friends, will not prove true to the people, 
and ought not to be again trusted by them." 

The Hillsborough Recorder replied on June 21: "Gov. Graham has not spent 
thirty years of his life among them the people of Orange in vain. By the uniform 
consistency of his character, his stern integrity and firmness of principle, he has 
secured the respect and confidence of men of both political parties, and the 
standard's sneers and slanders will circulate here without the slightest effect, unless 
it be to lower his own standing among honorable men." The editorial closed, 
"But it might be wise in that paper to beware how it continues its attacks upon 
Gov. Graham; else a forbearance may be wearied out which has saved the Editor 
from an exposure that might cause even him to blush." 

Holden replied on June 28 in a long and bitter editorial attacking Graham and 
the editor of the Recorder, in which he said that the reference, at the close of 
the latter's editorial, related to a letter he wrote Graham years before, asking for 
a loan to buy into the Raleigh Star, a Whig paper, and accusing Graham of 
having sought to injure him, and to protect himself against the influence of the 
Standard "by giving permission to his ready partizans to make insinuations grow- 
ing out of that letter." He further challenged its publication. This brought 
Graham's reply. Holden again published a long and bitter editorial, on August 
30, declining to send for the letter, probably realizing that it might be an em- 
barrassing possession, and being well assured that Graham would not publish 
it. He concluded, "His day is over. . . . These considerations may well serve to 
moderate towards him that bitterness of feeling which his political character is 
so well calculated to engender in the minds of Democrats." 

It might well excite curiosity as to why Holden lost few opportunities to spatter 
Graham with false charges and abuse. The answer, however, is simple. It lies in 
the character of Holden. In 1862, after his somersault from intense advocacy of 
secession, he was urging the election of Graham as governor, and was praising 
him to the skies, he was challenged to tell why he had so bitterly and falsely 
attacked him in the past. His reply was that it had been done "for party reasons." 
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your course of remark, alleges that it contained an allusion to a 
correspondence between him and myself, the substance of which 
he professes to state, which he complains has not been kept secret, 
and calls for its publication. It is upon this only that I desire to 
say a word. 

Several years since, when the present Editor of the Standard 
was in full communion with the Whig party, I received from him 
two communications, at different times, touching a proposed con- 
nection with the Whig press of the State. One of these is alluded 
to in his article, but has been lost or mislaid; the other, of sub- 
sequent date, happens to have been preserved, though I have not, 
according to my recollection, looked into it for ten years until 
this moment, and probably never should again but for the fresh 
reference to the subject matter by its author. 

Upon his assuming the Editorial chair of the Standard, the 
change was a subject of common remark, and I mentioned in con- 
versation these letters to myself; not with any design to give them 
general publicity, at the same time not conceiving that the cir- 
cumstances demanded any particular secrecy; the more especially 
as the last one had required its contents to be made known to 
divers other persons upon its reception. I certainly never designed 
to make it a subject of newspaper publication. Had I entertained 
such a purpose, opportunities have not been wanting in the course 
of that paper towards me ever since his connection with it. Nor 
shall I now publish it. But I have to say to the Editor, that the 
letter is at his service, and will be delivered to any person he may 
authorize to call for it, when he may, if he chooses, publish or 
otherwise dispose of it according to his discretion. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

Will. A. Graham. 

From John Kerr. U. 

Washington, 

July 4th., 1854. 

I was very much pleased to receive your letter. I am glad that 
you are a candidate, and cannot for a moment permit myself to 
doubt that you will be elected, in spite of all efforts that can be 
made to defeat you. 
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There never has been a time, in your day and mine, when we 
needed our best men in the public counsels, State and National, 
more than we do now. Party organizations are pretty well broken 
up, North and South, and questions of the greatest magnitude, 
connected both with our domestic and foreign relations are now, 
or will shortly be, presented, which it will require the purest 
hearts and the wisest heads to comprehend and dispose of prop- 
erly. We need the services of Statesmen, rather than those of poli- 
ticians—and I will add, of Whig Statesmen rather than democratic. 
We must have a new organization, whereby the true and genuine 
Whig materials of the Country can once more be made available. 
At present our old party is broken up. We are without nationality. 

Seawardism must be topped off, and we must secure, if 
possible, a union of honest men, who will respect the rights of 
the whole Union, and rebuke with equal firmness and severity 
the extreme factions, North and South. 

You know that such has always been my feeling, and I know 
of no one, from whom I have received more encouragement in 
the avowal of it, than yourself. 

The Nebraska question has broken up the organization of the 
democratic party North, and has abolitioned the Whig party in 
that quarter. Yet in the North West I am pleased to learn that 
the leading Whigs are in favor of the Nebraska bill, and will co- 
operate with National democrats to carry out the fugitive Slave 
law, and maintain the rights of the South. 

I am anxious to get home, and see the people, and talk to them 
upon the various questions of the day. Above all things I want to 
avoid a split, and quarrel among Southern Whigs, and I rely, I 
confess, greatly upon you to accomplish the good work of har- 
monizing our friends, and keeping them together. 

We have agreed to adjourn on the 4th. of August next. The 
weather is intensely warm here, and I am anxious to get away, 
and fly to the shade of the country. I hope to see you shortly after 
my return. In the mean time, I hope to hear good tidings from 
the elections in our State. The combination of Clingman and 
Edney, I think, need not be feared much. Their respective char- 
acters are now a little too well understood. I have, however, al- 
ways regretted that gentlemen of the Whig party ever should 
have endorsed Edney for any purpose. 

We shall pass the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill next 
week, perhaps, and then I hope we shall do but little else of the 
business now before Congress. 
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From George E. Badger. U. 

Washington, 

July 7th, 1854. 

*    #    #    *    # 

Your idea of writing to Mr. Everett about the prefatory state- 
ment to Edney's letter,20 had occurred to me at once. I wrote to 
him, but his answer was delayed by the necessity of referring to 
Mr. Fillmore for permission to send it. So soon as received, I got 
Kerr (being myself engaged in supplying Atkinson's21 place as 
President of the Senate) to send it to our friend Hale, of the Ob- 
server, thinking he would know better than any one else how to 
use [it], and to send a copy to the Asheville Spectator. 

His letter fixes on the main statement in the preface, the char- 
acter of falsehood. This, well used, ought to discredit the whole 
affair. 

I hope you truly estimate the impotency for evil of Edney, but 
I fear the contrary. Baseness is by no means a general badge of 
inefficiency—rather the contrary. 

P. S. I gave old Cass a sockdoleger22 yesterday in the Senate on 
the Insane bill. You will see it in the Intelligencer. Read it for 
my sake. 

'"Bayles M. Edney's letter to Fillmore, dated February 13, 1853, when his ap- 
pointment to Guatemala was being held up, was a long and rambling attempt to 
explain his letter to John A. Fagg, before mentioned. It was published in full 
in the Standard, June 24, 1854. 

81 David Reed Atchison (1807-1886), of Missouri, a native of Kentucky, was ed- 
ucated at Transylvania, and became a lawyer. He moved to Missouri, was a state 
legislator, judge, and Whig United States Senator, 1843-1855. He was many times 
president pro tern, of the Senate. 

22 In a debate on a proposed appropriation for the care of the indigent insane 
in the several states, Lewis Cass had referred to money appropriated for famine 
relief in Ireland. Badger's "sockdoliger," which gave him so much satisfaction, 
gave this reply: "The honorable senator will allow me to say that his argument 
reduces us to this predicament. The money must be appropriated for the general 
welfare, according to the plan laid down by the Constitution, except where it is 
necessary for the starving Irish." 
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From John W. Carr.2S U. 

Chapel Hill, 

July 9th., 1854. 

I rec'd your note a few weeks ago. I have been looking into 
your prospects at the coming election. I think all is right in this 
section of the County. I have great hopes that the entire Whig 
ticket will be elected. I am well aware that the Democrats will 
do their best to defeat your Election, but I think the people of 
the County will not be gulled so as to elect Cad.24The Whigs here 
are all ready for the contest, & I think will work hard. We all 
know the next Legislature will be an important one, & we want 
a Whig majority. 

When you get round in this part of the County, if you can 
make it convenient, I should be much pleased if you would come 
& spend a night with me. 

Hoping you may have good health during the Campaign, & at 
the election Will A. Graham may be declared duly elected. 

Your friend and obed't Serv't 

I also want Strowd25 to beat Dick Jones.26 Dick says by his acts 
that no Whig in Orange is worthy of an office under him. 

From Alexander J. Davis. U. 

New York, 

July 15th., 1854. 

I received your check: (Cashier Bank of State of N. C. on the 
Merchant's Bank of N. Y.) for fifty dollars, which exceeds the 
amount of any claim I had against you, my having visited Hills- 
boro' at the suggestion of President Swaine and Gov. Morehead, 
both of whom seemed to have your interest at heart—in that you 
should exhibit a model house, as well as model statesmanship— 
tho' I cannot applaud those most worthy friends of mine for hav- 
ing selected me for the high trust. I presume they did the best they 

83 John Wesley Can (1814-1889), of Chapel Hill, merchant, a shrewd, honest, 
and philanthropic man, and a highly useful citizen. He was a Whig, and later 
a Democrat. 

34 Cadwallader Jones, Jr. 
25 Henry C. Strowd. 
38 Richard Jones, who was a candidate to succeed himself as sheriff. 
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knew how, and doubtless "with three Richmonds and Mr. Conrad 
in the field," the day will be your own. 

The wisest and best of men have ever received the purest and 
most unmixed happiness in their rural homes, in cultivating the 
fruits of the earth, in the language of Poetry—with Ceres, Pomona, 
and Flora, rather than with Themis in the Capitol: 

"From simplest sources purest pleasure flows," sings the great 
poet of Rome, Lucretius, and therefore are you to be congratu- 
lated upon your return to your peaceful grove at Hillsboro', and 
I shall esteem myself complimented if I can assist you in the 
smallest matter to make it beautiful, so that Mrs. G. may from 
her heart exclaim with Catullus on his return to his beloved 
Sirmio:— 

"O best of all the scattered spots that lie 
In sea or lake, apple of landscape's eye,— 
How gladly do I drop within thy nest, 
With what a sigh of full contented rest, 
Scarce able to believe my journey o'er, 
And that these eyes behold thee, safe once more; 
Oh, where's the luxury like a loosesed heart, 
When the mind, breathing, lays it's load apart,— 
When we come home again, tired out, and spread 
The greedy limbs o'er all the wished for bed! 
This, this alone, is worth an age of toil. 
Hail, lovely Sirmio! hail, paternal soil! 
Joy, my bright waters, joy; your master's come! 
Laugh, every dimple on the cheek of home." 

I remain, very respectfully 
and truly 

Yours 

To David L. Swain. A. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

July 17th., 1854. 

On my return home from the Tax-gathering of Saturday, and 
in reflecting on the incidents of the meeting of Stockholders in 
the Railroad, it occurred to me that possibly you might have felt 
chargin, & misconceived my motive in leaving the Convention 
pending your call for the evidence of appointment of the State 
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Directors. To remove any such idea, if by possibility it crossed 
your mind, I beg to state, that having expressed my views as to the 
necessity of recording the Commissions in the Journal of the 
Board of Directors, and perceiving no disposition on their part 
to respond, I went in quest of a person of the neighborhood whom 
I had recently seen at the door, and with whom, for some time, I 
had desired an interview; and finding he had left, went down 
street in pursuit of him. It did not, at the moment, occur to me 
that courtesy to you required me to remain. I pray therefore, that 
you will hold me excused, as I trust you are assured that I would 
not willingly be guilty of the slightest impropriety in a matter of 
respect & fidelity to you. 

I visited on Saturday, a strong opposition district, and had a 
discussion, without very sensible effect. 

I shall now be engaged from day to day, but will leave home 
with fearful apprehensions in regard to the fate of our poor babe, 
who is no better than when you left. 

From Robert Hall Morrison to Susan Washington Graham. U. 

Cottage Home, 

July 24th. 

1854. 
Dear Sister, 

By a note from y'r Husband of the 18th. inst., I was grieved to 
learn the Sad tidings of the death of your youngest Child.27 The 
least I can do is to express our deep sympathy in this sore afflic- 
tion. 

In all such trials it is our duty and our privilege to lean upon 
the Merciful Hand of a Covenent Keeping God. 

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, & he shall Sustain thee. 
Christ who gives, and sometimes removes, the objects of our 

earthly love, has promised, / will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee. 

He assures us that all things, (and no doubt bereavements are 
included) Shall work together for the good of those who trust 
in him. I think the Bible gives us ample ground of consolation 
in the death of infants. Suffer little children to come unto me, it 
forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

The promise is unto you and your children. 
87 Alfred Octavius Graham  (1853-1854). 
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If our Dear Balusan, taken from a world of Sin & darkness, & 
temptation to the arms of Christ, as trophies of his grace, and 
heirs of Eternal life, we ought to submit to Him, whose ways are 
mysterious, but whose mercy and wisdom & love are infinite. 

The Mountains may depart, and the Hills be removed, yet my 
loving kindness shall not depart from thee, nor the covenant of 
my Peace be removed, Saith the Lord that hath mercy upon thee. 

I hope you will not yield to excessive grief. I did so on one oc- 
casion myself, and suffered for many years the effects in a debili- 
tated constitution. 

One precious Plant has been stricken down at your side, but 
remember how many mercies are left. A Kind Husband, other 
lovely children, many friends, & exalted privileges in a Christian 
Land. Think of these numerous tokens of God's love, and not too 
often of one bereavement. 

Inordinate grief may unfit for a Cheerful discharge of our 
duties, is injurious to health, hinders a confiding reliance upon 
the precious promises of God's word. 

I have sometimes thought that when we come to Leave the 
World, our Chief Solicitude will be, not for those who are gone 
before, but for those we must leave behind. 

But I need not multiply words to one who has long since been 
taught to go to Christ as a Refuge, and to rejoice in his words of 
Mercy. 

May the Arms of everlasting love support you, and may all 
your Family be gathered into the fold of the Great Shepherd, and 
thus taken Home to the Rest that remaineth for the People of 
God. 

By the blessing of God, our family are pretty well. There is a 
good deal of sickness in our County. Isabella and her children are 
with us. 

Eugenia has returned, & her health is nearly restored. She had 
Cholera at Niagara, & was dangerously ill. 

Mary & the girls Join in Love and Sincere Condolence. 
May the Lord ever sustain & comfort and bless you. 

Your sincere friend. 
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From Charles C. Graham. U. 

Greensboro', N. C, 

July 30th, 1854. 
#    #    *    #    # 

I purchased Land in Arkansas, Forty five [miles] West of 
Memphis, in the neighborhood of Dr. Mebane's Sons, & very near 
the R. Road now under contract from Memphis to Little Rock & 
Five miles from Wittsburg, a flourishing little Village on the St. 
Francis River which is as yet the head of Steamboat Navigation. 

We expect to move late in September or first of Oct. I bo't of 
five individuals & got something over two hundred Acres of ex- 
cellent land in a good State of Cultivation. My purchase consists 
of 860 Acres, 700 of which is bottom, and one of the places is well 
improved. We were visiting last week in Orange and Alamance, 
and would have spent a day at your house, but, hearing of your 
loss, disliked intruding on Aunt Susan, supposing that you would 
be absent on your Canvass. 

I think if the Whigs fail in this election they may give up the 
State. Al'x' Caldwell informs me this morning that Gen'l Young28 

will most probably be elected Senator from McLenburg—if so, a 
Whig gain. Will you be up North this Summer? 

I am wanting to buy Six good Mules, do you know of any per- 
son having such to Sell? I saw both George and Albert Graham 
in Memphis. George was ab't Selling his land for $40. pr. Acre, 
and going into the Neighborhood where I purchased to look. 

From Robert Hall Morrison. U. 

Cottage Home, 

Aug't 3rd., 1854. 

I received y'r kind letter announcing the Sore affliction of y'r 
family in the death of y'r youngest Child. I wrote a few lines to 
Sister Susan, which I hope have been received. 

I hope and pray that the Great Disposer of Events may Sanctify 
this Sore bereavement & lead you all to calm submission to his 
Will, & firm reliance upon the promises of his word. 

By the blessing of God our family are tolerably well. 
88 John Augustus Young (1815-1889), of Mecklenburg, and now of Iredell County, 

who married Malvina Sophia Graham   (1821-1894), Graham's niece. 
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There has been much sickness in parts of our Country, & many 
deaths. I suppose you have heard of Col. Eph Brevard's disaster 
in having his thigh broken & being sorely bruised. He has been 
confined over 4 weeks and from his age, the excessive heat, and 
the character of the Wound, I think his recovery very doubtful. 

My neighbour Dr. Johnston is in very feeble health. He has 
been confined Some 5 or 6 weeks & is becoming very weak. 

I have received Two letters from a Gen'l J. P. Duval, who seems 
to be a Claim agent, in regard to the claim of Gen'l Graham to 
more pension than he had received. He seems to think that there 
is a considerable balance due, and like all other such agents, 
wishes to be paid in advance for investigating. 

He alledges that, if Gen'l Graham acted as Major as late as 
Oct. 21st., 1780, that his heirs may claim commutation pay, with 
interest. 

Y'r Father acted as Maj'r later than 1780. 
If I am not mistaken, he formed a Brigade in 1781, and in the 

fall or winter of that year fought at Moore's plantation, the Brick 
House near Wilmington, and after that defeated the Forces at 
Wackamaw Lake. 

From an incidental conversation on this subject some time ago, 
I inferred, that from y'r position in Public life, you did not wish 
to have any [thing] to do with the prosecution of the Claim. 

I have but little anxiety on the subject, but Mary wishes some- 
thing done, & thinks if it was Just and right to receive the Pension 
at first, that it is fair [to] Collect any balance due. 

If, in your estimation, the agitation of the subject would not 
be Just and honorable, I would think no more of it. But if you 
think that it is Right to collect all that is legally coming, I pre- 
sume some measures might be taken to collect the arrears in a 
manner Just and satisfactory to all. 

#    #    #    #    # 

Knowing that a bitter and unscrupulous Party will do all they 
can to defeat y'r election, I feel anxious to hear the result of this 
days election in y'r County. 

Gen'l Yancey in Mecklenburg, & Dr. McLean in this Co., are 
both candidates with pretty fair prospects. 

At times we have suffered a good deal for rain this Summer, 
but for the last 10 days have had pleasant Showers. 

I am much afraid that we will lose a valuable House Girl, Ade- 
line, we sent her to Charlotte a few weeks ago to nurse for Har- 
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riet, and she is dangerously ill, by the last intelligence. Mary 
speaks of going down tomorrow. Mary joins in love to yourself, 
and Sister Susan. 

May the Lord ever guide & bless you all. 

From William W. Morrison. U. 

Washington, D. C, 

August 11th., 1854. 

Dear Uncle, 

I have been intending to write to you for some time, but have 
postponed it without any good excuse for doing so. 

I sincerely regretted to hear of the death of your dear little boy. 
It must be a painful trial to part forever with an interesting child. 

Our City is very quiet indeed, since Congress adjourned. The 
members of our State have all gone, except Mr. Ashe. Mr. Rogers 
was detained some days by sickness, but left yesterday for Capon 
Springs. 

I read telegraphic dispatches from our N. C. elections for sev- 
eral days, with great eagerness, but as they all contained such bad 
news, I have not looked at a paper for two days. 

The only consolation I have is your triumphant election. I 
knew you could always poll more than the party votes, but the 
Democrats claimed from 35 to 40 majority in your district, and 
made such desperate and unscrupulous efforts to defeat you, that 
I feared they might succeed. They would have rejoiced more over 
your defeat than that of Gen'l Dockery. 

I did not think Dockery could be elected, but the defeat of 
Paine & Woodfin was very unexpected. I fear we can never carry 
the State again, unless the Know nothings join us. 

No doubt there will be a great scramble for the seats in the 
Senate. I had hoped to see you and Mr. Badger here, but I pre- 
sume it will be a long time before the State will be represented 
as it has been. What a fall there will be, when Davy Reid, & Ashe 
or Dobbin present themselves as the Senatorial representatives of 
North Carolina. 

I suppose you have heard of the removal from office of Rob't 
Cochran, of our State. He has held an office in the Treasury, & 
been Clerk to the Committee of Ways & Means both, for years. 
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Mr. Guthrie29 heard he interfered with the appropriations for his 
Dept., & removed him without a hearing, & w'd receive no ex- 
planations. No one seems to sympathise with him. 

All our N. C. friends in the City are well, & the Whig portion 
of them hoped to carry the Legislature, & see you elected to the 
Senate of the U. S. 

Col. Wheeler has received a good office after 12 months hard 
begging. 

From William Johnston. U. 

Charlotte, 

August 12th., 1854. 
# #    #    #    # 

Mecklenburg, as you see, is decidedly democratic yet. Gen. 
Young received the full Whig Senatorial vote, but lost the day 
by 60 votes. 

It seems that in the State all is lost, Governor & Legislature. 
Clingman and free suffrage have wrought the change. Great 
credit is due Gen. Dockery under all the circumstances. Indeed 
his vote is a triumph. 

Clingman now occupies a position, (I believe) fraught with 
more mischief to the Whig party than any other that he could 
be placed in. The Democrats can elect him Senator. This might 
weaken him at home, but will he serve them six years longer if 
they do not.  (Quere) 

# #    #    #    # 

In the midst of our political disasters we were very much grati- 
fied to learn of your success over all opposition. 

29 James Guthrie (1792-1869), of Kentucky, who, after a rather scanty education 
and some years as a river flatboat man, became a lawyer in Louisville and rose 
rapidly to prominence. A Jacksonian Democrat, he served for fourteen consecutive 
years in the legislature, and was president of the Constitutional Convention of 
1849. He was active in railroad development and other internal improvements, 
secured the charter of the University of Louisville and was its president for 
many years, and took part in many public movements. He was president of the 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad, 1860-1868. He was Secretary of the Treasury, 
1853-1857, and reformed the entire service. He was a delegate to the Peace Con- 
ference in 1861, stood by the Union in the Civil War, and as United States 
Senator, 1865-1868, was a bitter opponent of congressional reconstruction. 
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Speech Before Orange County Agricultural Society.30 

August 30, 1854. 

Mr. Graham's remarks, though brief, were highly interesting. 
He believed that the census returns for the county fell far short 
of the actual amount produced; and yet, when we consider that 
the population is but 17,065, the amount stated is creditable to 
the industry of the people. Orange, he said, was put down as the 
third county in the State in the amount of wheat produced— 
Guilford and Chatham producing more; this, he thought, was a 
mistake. His observation led him to conclude that Orange pro- 
duced more wheat than Chatham. But 93,338 bushels was a large 
increase on the quantity produced in 1840. The increase he at- 
tributed, in a great measure, to the introduction of the portable 
threshing machine—thus facilitating the labor of getting out the 
wheat. Gov. G. said he had presented these statistics to show, as 
he expressed it, the present "stock in trade," that the Society 
might know what they had to work upon. If, with the disadvan- 
tages under which our farmers have labored, they can make such 
a showing as this, what improvements may we not expect when 
we shall have a railroad running through the county? He thought 
it probable that the next census would show an increase of popu- 
lation of the State, to over one million of inhabitants, and a very 
large increase in the productions. The increase in Orange county, 
he felt confident, would be at least 33 1/3 per cent. 

From Caswell Committee. A. 

Yanceyville, 

Sept. 4th. 1854. 
Hon. William A. Graham. 

Sir: 
The citizens of Caswell irrespective of party, propose on the 

28th. inst. to give a public dinner complimentary to their fellow 
citizen & representative the Hon. Jno. Kerr. 

Whatever diversity of sentiment exists among us upon other 
questions of public policy, we are happy to state that there is but 

From Hillsborough Recorder, September 6, 1854. 
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one in regard to the all-absorbing question which recently so 
agitated congress & the country, known as the Nebraska bill, and 
it affords us pleasure to testify in some way our appreciation of 
[the] course pursued by those of our distinguished statesmen who 
gave to this measure their able and efficient support. 

Altho' a large majority of our people differ with you in regard 
to many political questions, still having had the pleasure of an 
acquaintance with you, they cherish a high personal regard & are 
not insensible to the honor which your career has shed upon 
their native state. 

In behalf of our fellow citizens of Caswell we cordially invite 
you to be with [us] on the occasion above alluded to, and earn- 
estly solicit your acceptance. 

With high consideration, 
Your obt. servants 

Allen Gunn 
N. M. Roan 
E. Graves, Sr., 
& A. C. Lindsey 

Invitation?1 U. 

New-York, 

September 12th., 1854. 
Sir, 

The New-York Historical Society organized in the year 1804, 
to collect and preserve whatever may relate to the natural, civil 
or ecclesiastical history of the United States in general, and of this 
state in particular, proposes to celebrate its semi-centennial an- 
niversary, on the 20th. day of November next, by an oration, and 
by other appropriate proceedings. 

The half century which has passed since its organization, has 
been remarkable, not less for the discoveries of science, the in- 
ventions of art, and the diffusion of civil and religious liberty, 
than for the progress of that characteristic of civilization which 
delights in securing and perpetuating the monuments of history. 
In this pious work, the New-York Historical Society has been 
earnestly engaged, and not without success. 

81 Printed card. 
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Recognizing your interest in the cause of letters, and especially 
in the department of historical research, we are instructed by 
the society to express to you the great encouragement and satis- 
faction they would derive from your presence on the occasion of 
their anniversary festival. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Your obedient servants, 

Luther Bradish, George Bancroft, Thomas De Witt, Francis 
L. Hawks, Frederic De Peyster, William W. Campbell, Edward 
Robinson, Augustus Schell, James W. Beekman, Benjamin H. 
Field, William Adams, William Chauncey, Maunsell B. Field, 
George H. Moore, John R. Brodhead, Erastus C. Benedict, An- 
drew Warner, Prosper M. Wetmore, Benjamin R. Winthrop, 
Luther R. Marsh, Marshall S. Bidwell. 

Committee. 
Attested, 

By order, 
Geo: H: Moore, 

Secretary. 

To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

Sept. 21st, 1854. 

After greater delay than I had desired, I send you the copy of 
the letter of my Father to Mr. Murphey, with a few notes of 
reference. I have three other letters, dated in March, July & 
October, 1821, which accompanied the sketches furnished to Mr. 
Murphey, & in some measure explains what they contained. 

These, I took from the Murphey papers, with the original draft 
of "the Battle of Ramsour's Mill." At the time Jo Seawell Jones 
was permitted to take the sketches, upon a promise to return them 
to me, whenever called for. 

I can't find Mr. Murphey's Petition to the Gen'l Assembly, 
though I am sure I have it, here or in Lincoln. I propose to go 
there early in the next month, & perhaps can then find it. 

I permitted the Boys to remain at home last Monday, as both 
Cousin Bettie & F. Grist32 were here; and the latter on the eve 

88 Franklin Grist   (1828-1912), artist, a nephew of Mrs. Graham. 
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of a long absence, beyond sea. He is an enthusiast in art, and will 
not be content with less than the schools in Paris, and Italy. 

To Caswell Committee?* 

Hillsborough, 

Sept. 25, 1854. 
Gentlemen: 

I acknowledge, with much pleasure, your invitation to the pub- 
lic dinner to be given by the citizens of Caswell, without distinc- 
tion of party, to the Hon. John Kerr, at Yanceyville, on the 28th. 
instant. 

For a period comprehending the active life of us both, I have 
stood in the relation of a political and personal friend of the 
gentleman to whom your festival is intended to do honor, and 
would gladly unite with you in expressions of admiration of his 
private character, and of the disinterestedness, activity, fidelity, 
and zeal, with which he has uniformly maintained the public in- 
terests according to his convictions of duty. 

Engagements of business, I regret to say, will deprive me of 
this gratification, as well as a re-union with many old friends, of 
whose personal regard, however differing in opinion with many 
of them, in the politics of parties, I am still assured by the kind- 
ness of your communication, and for whom I cherish feelings of 
attachment and respect which will cease only with my life. 

I remain, gentlemen, with sincere respect, your obedient 
servant, 

Will. A. Graham. 

To Messrs. Allen Gunn, N. M. Roan, E. Graves, Sen., A. C. 
Lindsey, &c, &c. 

From Francis Granger. U. 

Albany,  [N. Y.] 

October 24th., 1854. 

Upon consultation among a number of National Whigs from 
different parts of the State, it has been deemed advisable to call 
a Convention to assemble at this place early in January, to re- 

83 From the Standard, October 11, 1854. 
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instate the Whig party on its old platform, recently discarded at 
Auburn. 

It is proposed to issue an address to the Whigs throughout the 
State, in which the principles of the National Whig Party will 
be plainly declared, expressing a decided opposition to the Ne- 
braska bill as a violation of the Missouri Compromise, and ad- 
hering to the Whig principles established by the National Con- 
vention at Baltimore in 1852, pledging ourselves to oppose all 
propositions for the fusion of the Whig party with any other for 
the purpose of forming a sectional party, based upon the agita- 
tions of the day. 

The time for decisive action has arrived, as the coming Winter 
will determine whether a National Whig party shall cease to 
exist. 

Should your views coincide with those herein expressed, be 
pleased to forward your name, together with the names of such 
other reliable men in your neighborhood as you may select, to 
James Kidd, Esq'r, of this City, without delay, that they may be 
printed with the address. 

By order of the Committee, 

From A. G. Waterman. U. 

Philadelphia, 

Nov. 3rd., 1854. 

I take the liberty of addressing you this note, to invoke your 
aid and influence in a project, to erect a monument in Indepen- 
dence Square, to commemorate the memory of the illustrious men 
of the revolution. I send you with this, two pamphlets, which will 
put you in possession of the whole scheme. 

I will just remark Eight States, have adopted the bill you will 
find in the Journal, and appointed Trustees. 

The States that have responded favorably, are New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
New Hampshire, and Georgia. 

Delaware had no session of her Legislature last Winter, con- 
sequently, the question could not be considered in that State; But 
I have assurances, from Gentlemen who stand at the head of her 
Councils, that she will come into the measure promptly. 

In the hope that you will think favorably of that patriotic move- 
ment, and use your influence to bring North Carolina in. 
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To Luther Bradish, George Bancroft, & Francis L. Hawks.    U. 

Hillsborough, N. C, 

Nov'r 13th., 1854. 
Gentlemen 

I regret that my engagements will deny me the gratification of 
attending the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the His- 
torical Society of New York, on the 20th. inst., agreeably to your 
polite invitation. 

Considering the situation of your Society, it's acquisitions, in 
the first half century of it's existence, and, may I add, the charac- 
ters of the men who compose it, it possesses advantages for ex- 
ploring and elucidating the subjects of History, unequalled, per- 
haps, by those of any similar Institution in America. Like the 
Commerce of the great City in which it holds it's seat, it is des- 
tined, from the intimate relations of the States, and the facilities 
it enjoys, for literary and intellectual, as well as commercial com- 
munication, to comprehend, not merely the memorials of local 
History, in the State of New York, abounding as that does, in 
the Aboriginal traditions, the legends of the Dutch colonists, the 
conquest, consequent domination of Britain, the Indian, the Ante- 
Revolutionary, Revolutionary, and Post Revolutionary Wars, 
which have rendered so many of its localities classical ground in 
the annals of the Nation; and the progress of a fourth or fifth 
rate member of the Confederacy at the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, to an Empire of Millions of Freemen, filled up, everywhere, 
with the Monuments of a high civilization. But when, and long 
before, these engrossing topics shall be exhausted, the erudite 
researches of your association will shed their light on whatever is 
interesting in the developments, social, civil, religious, political, 
or natural, in the land of Raleigh and the Roanoke, the Huguenots 
and Santee, DeSoto, and the Father of waters, and the new 
Anglo-American worlds, on the Rio Grande, and Pacific. 

I can imagine no studies more elevating, and ennobling to 
their votaries, more fruitful, in useful, and humanizing results, 
and better adapted to inspire veneration, and affection, for the 
Union of the States; and no field of History, ancient or modern, 
half so full of attraction and interest. 
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Accept, Gentlemen, my congratulations on the past, and my 
best wishes for the success of the future labors of your Society, as 
well as assurances of the sincere respect with which 

I have the honor to be 
Your Obed't Serv't 

From A. G. Waterman. U. 

Philadelphia, 

Nov. 23rd., 1854. 

Some days ago, I addressed you a note, in reference to the 
proposed project, to erect a monument in Independence Square, 
in commemoration of the Declaration of Independence. I also, at 
the same time, mailed you two pamphlets, or Journals of a Con- 
vention, held to consider this proposition. I mailed these docu- 
ments to Hillsborough, N. C. I was informed yesterday that you 
are a member of your State Senate, and I write again in the hope 
of prevailing on you to take charge of this patriotic movement, 
well aware, that your standing and influence would aid greatly 
in bringing about a favorable response from your State. 

All that is necessary, (in my opinion) to secure favorable ac- 
tion, is a clear understanding of the question. The Journal sent 
you and the enclosed article, will post you up. 

In the earnest hope that you will take the laboring oar in this 
matter in your own hands. 

From Francis L. Hawks. . U. 

New York, 

November 24th., 1854. 

The importance of an accurate topographical survey of our good 
old State induced me, not long since, to procure from Lieut. 
Viele,34 (now employed in making a survey of New Jersey) the 
estimate which I now enclose to you. Lieut. Viele has had the 
requisite education at West Point to qualify him to speak under- 

84 Egbert Lodorvicus (or Lodoricus) Viele (1825-1902), of New Jersey, a native 
of New York, a graduate of West Point, who saw service in the Mexican War and 
resigned in 1853 to become state engineer of New Jersey. He was a brigadier gen- 
eral in the Civil War and military governor of Norfolk. He was a Democratic 
Member of Congress, 1885-1887. 
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standingly on this subject. But I can find individuals enough to do 
the work, if the legislature will make the appropriations. It can- 
not be done properly, (in my opinion) short of two & a half, or 
three years. When done, our geography, physical, & in all other 
aspects, is settled forever, with mathematical accuracy. If, there- 
fore, the legislature would begin the work by making a grant of 
so much per annum, until their next meeting, it would not per- 
haps draw too heavily on the Treasury. An appropriation of $25,- 
000 per annum would do a great deal. Massachusetts made a 
survey of her State in part; that is, she perfected the triangulation 
& there stopped, making her topography defective. 

No other State has ordered a topographical survey, though all 
should. Jersey is at work, & will be the first to perfect her survey. 
1 do not wish No. Carolina to be behind hand. She was the 
first State in the Confederacy to order a geological survey. I would 
have her among the first also, in the kindred work of a topographi- 
cal one. 

I submit the matter to you, that, if you see any chance of suc- 
cess, and approve of the object, you may bring it forward. It 
would materially help all our public improvements, and be of 
immense importance in the proper development of our mineral 
resources. 

If the legislature will find money, I will engage to find fit men, 
& see the work properly executed. 

[P. S.] We have the richest State in the Union. I want it to 
be shown. 

[Enclosure] 

From Egbert L. Viele to Francis L. Hawks. 

New York, 

November 21st., 1854. 

In compliance with your request, I have prepared the following 
estimate of the probable cost of a Topographical Survey of North 
Carolina. The State embraces an area of about 50,000 square 
miles, or 32,000,000 acres. I will assume that about 1/5 of the 
State is embraced by the Maps of the Coast Survey, which, con- 
sidering its extended sea coast, is not a large estimate. This will 
leave 40,000 square miles yet to be surveyed. Prof. Bache in his 
report of 1851 states. "An examination of the Geodetic Method 
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as compared with the mode in use in the Land Office of the 
United States, shows an aggregate cost per lineal mile for all op- 
erations without the cost of drawing, less than the maximum 
allowed for the land surveys, and with the finished drawings a cost 
but little exceeding it, viz: ($11.25 per lineal mile). This would 
be $22.50 per square mile. Since two sides of every square mile 
go to make one side respectively, of two other square miles. This 
estimate for the Coast survey includes the Hydrography, cost of 
steamers, surveyors schooners, astronomical observations, measure- 
ment of Base lines, etc., etc. In making an estimate for continuing 
the survey over the State, we must consider that the Base line 
is already measured, and that all necessary astronomical observa- 
tions have been made, so that the Latitude and Longitude of 
every point can be determined by calculation. All that remains to 
be done, therefore, is to continue the Triangulation, and to fill 
in the Topography. Taking as the basis of estimate the precisely 
similar operations now in progress in New Jersey, (which, by the 
way, includes the most intricate Topography of the mountainous 
part of the State) the cost will not exceed $5. per square mile. 
But the level character of more than 2/3ds of North Carolina 
must reduce the cost below this estimate, perhaps to $3 per square 
mile, which would leave the total cost $120,000. dollars. The 
present state of affairs in Europe, causing a diversion in the dif- 
ferent Governments from their Civil improvements to Military 
operations, is supplying us with numbers of skillful Topograph- 
ers, who are willing, for the sake of employment, to give their 
services for a very modest compensation. This fact greatly lessens 
the cost of such a work. In this connection I would state that I 
know of no portion of the Union which stands more in need of 
a survey of this nature than that of which North Carolina is the 
centre. The fact that a Geological Survey of the State is now in 
progress, the result of which cannot be rendered intelligible with- 
out a Topographical Map, is a strong reason for having it done. 
It is conceded that no other State possesses such valuable mineral 
resources, the systematic development of which has already en- 
listed a large amount of Capital and attracted a great deal of atten- 
tion. It becomes a matter of importance therefore, that not only 
the people of the State, but the Capitalist out of it, and the Scien- 
tific world in general, should know what these resources are. 

Begging you will excuse the haste with which I have been 
compelled to draw up this estimate. 
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To Susan Washington Graham. U. 

Raleigh 

Nov. 25th. 1854. 

My Dear Wife 

I have risen early this morning, and hope to get this letter in 
the Post office before the departure of the Mail. I am at Yar- 
borough's, in a commodious room, & tolerably comfortable other- 
wise, but at the extraordinary price of $3. per day. This, I have 
been led into by not having a distinct understanding when the 
room was bespoken by Mr. Freeman. There is great complaint 
among the members generally, of the high price of board, and 
several have recently left the Hotels. 

This has been a week of some political excitement. Gov. Reid 
was elected to the Senate, on yesterday, and Mr. Asa Biggs, the 
other nominee of the caucus will be, I suppose, today, in place 
of Mr. Badger. Clingman has been here from the middle of last 
week, pressing his claims on the gratitude of the democrats, in 
the most indecent manner, and is of course in the deepest morti- 
fication. This is a source of some consolation to the Whigs, al- 
though all seem humiliated at the low standard of qualification of 
the nominees for their position. 

Mr. Barringer and his family are here at Yarborough's, and I 
see much of them. Their children speak the Spanish language en- 
tirely. I called yesterday at the Miss White's, they are all well. 

Louis Henry, you have heard, is married. He is here, a candi- 
date for Comptroller. Major Clark declines. 

All our friends have inquired kindly for you, and when you 
would be down. 

There has been but little progress made in business, as yet, and 
the Session must needs be a very long one. 

With my blessing on our children, and love to all the house- 
hold. 

I am Ever Affectionately Yours. 
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From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

Nov. 25th., 1854. 

I send herewith a letter from W. A. Wright, Esq., of Wilming- 
ton, two letters from W. C. Kerr, Esq., of Cambridge, and two 
letters from Mr. Bancroft, the Historian, developing the history 
of Governor Tryon's Letter Book, and indicating the manner in 
which a copy may be obtained for the State.35 The price charged 
is about the same the work would cost if done here, & under the 
supervision of the Librarian at Harvard, and would probably 
secure a fresh and accurate copy. It is very remarkable that such 
a volume should have been in the Harvard Library for years, & 
have escaped the attention of Mr. Bancroft and Mr. Sparks, and 
when accidentally picked up by Mr. Wright, become the subject 
of contradictory accounts by the authorities of the institution. 
Mr. Bancroft's (5 vol.) history from 1764 to 1774, contains no 
reference to it. 

I called the attention of Gov. Reid to the subject nearly a year 
ago, and he promised Judge Saunders at Commencement to en- 
deavour to obtain a copy before the meeting of the General As- 
sembly. I suppose, however, nothing has been done. 

In connection with this subject, I beg leave to remind you of 
some of your own official acts of a kindred nature. In 1844 (I be- 
lieve) you sent a Message to the General Assembly, communicat- 
ing a memorial of Col. Wheeler, praying that an agent might be 
sent to London to collect documents in relation to the history of 
the State. In compliance with your suggestions, the General As- 
sembly adopted a resolution appropriating $1,000. for the ac- 
complishment of the object. Governor Manly tendered the agency 
to me, and I agreed to accept it, upon the condition, that such 
provisions should be made at the next session as would enable 
me to effect the design without submitting to an unreasonable 
sacrifice. The result was, that in 1850, in compliance with the 
Governor's suggestion, a Committee was appointed to confer with 
me upon the subject. Mr. Hoke of Lincoln, and one or two 
others, had an interview with me. I authorized them to say, in 
substance, that I was willing to devote my time for six months 
to the public service, without charge, but that I had no disposi- 
tion to undertake the agency unless authorized to make such ex- 

85 Not found. 
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penditures as would enable me to accomplish the design of that 
mission in a proper manner; that I was known to be a person not 
apt to indulge in habits of needless extravagance, and if the Gen- 
eral Assembly chose to provide for the payment of travelling ex- 
penses, and Clerk hire, to be adjudged of and allowed upon my 
return, I would enter upon the mission. I placed in the hands of 
Capt. Hoke the following project of a Resolution, viz; "Resolved, 
That the agent appointed by the Governor to procure Historical 
Documents, shall, in case he deems it necessary to visit London 
for that purpose, be entitled to receive his travelling expenses, 
and all sums necessarily expended in Clerk hire, to be ascertained 
and allowed by the next General Assembly." (See Journal of the 
Senate 1850, p. 167-197) 

The Resolution was adopted in the Senate by a unanimous vote, 
it was not taken up in the House until the 13 Jan., passed it first 
reading at an evening session, and on the 2d. reading, a day or 
two afterwards was ordered to lie upon the table. The original 
Resolution of 1850, appropriating $1000. is still in force. J. B. 
Sheppard,36 8c J. H. Wheeler both applied to Gov. Reid for of- 
fice under it, and neither was appointed. 

I have just read the Governor's Message, and find no reference 
to the subject. If any thing shall be attempted, the adoption of 
Capt. Hoke's resolution, seems to me to promise the proper re- 
sult. Whether the Governor, in case of its passing, will be able 
to procure a suitable agent upon the terms indicated, is the only 
doubt. Dr. Hawks will probably be willing to accept the agency 
if it shall be tendered to him. 

The Governor refers in kind and respectful terms to the Uni- 
versity. Will it not be admirable to refer that part of the Mes- 
sage to a Select Committee, with instructions to enquire into the 
condition of the institution, and the propriety of additional leg- 
islation, in relation to Escheats? I have written to Gov. Manly 
requesting him to move the appointment of a Committee, with 
Judge Ruffin at the head of it, to memorialize the General 
Assembly, upon the subject. You doubtless remember the promise 
of the latter at Commencement, to serve upon such a Committee. 

Will you do me the favour to confer with Gov. Manly upon this 
subject. 

I have written two notes to Mr. Philips, on another topic, in 
the Message, the engrossing of Bills, enrolment of laws, the ar- 
rangement and printing of the Statute Book, and have requested 

Presumably James B. Shepard of Raleigh. 
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him to compare the volume, containing the journals of the two 
Houses, the Public Documents, the Acts of the General Assembly 
of S. C. in 1853, all comprized in one compact volume of 
smaller size than our Acts alone. 

***** 

Please present my respects to your colleagues. 

From Millard Fillmore. U. 

Buffalo, N. Y., 

Nov. 26, 1854. 

Please inform we whether the enclosed letter from N. A. Boyden 
& others37 is genuine, or a hoax, & return it to me. 

My Son joins me in kindest regards to yourself and family. 

I am truly yours. 

From John MacRae. U. 

Fayetteville, 

Nov. 28th, 1854. 

I have requested our members from Cumberland to ask per- 
mission of the Legislature for me to dispose of a portion of the 
Maps of N. C. by Lottery, and if you are not opposed to lotteries 
I shall be much obliged by any aid you may be pleased to give in 
furtherance of the application. I am free to confess that I make 
the application with great reluctance, having already appeared 
before the Legislature oftener than I could have wished, but I do 
it as a last resort to save myself from a heavy loss which is likely 
to fall upon me in consequence of an effort (such an one as has 
not been made by any single individual I believe, with success in 
any other State) to promote the prosperity and advance the dig- 
nity of my native State, an effort in which I think I ought to be 
sustained by every liberal friend of North Carolina. My mistake 
has been in fixing the price of the map too low to meet the cost 
of publication, but the effect of this whilst ruinous to me is direct- 
ly favorable to the Mass of our people, as it places it in the power 

n Not found. 
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of a greater number of them to possess the work—other considera- 
tions might be urged in support of the propriety of the Legisla- 
ture giving a favorable consideration to my proposal, but I beg 
to be excused for troubling you. 

To Susan Washington Graham. A. 

Raleigh, 

Deer. 1st, 1854. 

I have received no letter from home since my arrival here, and 
am beginning to be desirous to ascertain how you all are. Amid the 
excitements here, I have had but little liesure since my arrival, and 
have not myself written, I believe, but once. Thanksgiving day 
passed off yesterday very quietly. After attending Church, I dined 
at Mr. J. H. Bryan's, with Judge Wayne38 and several other gentle- 
men. There is but little now, beyond what you see in the news- 
papers. Reid, & Biggs are Senators, Person,39 Judge, etc., etc. The 
election of Solicitor is now on hand, for our circuit. Thos. Ruffin 
is in considerable danger of being beaten by a Mr. Stedman,40 of 
Stokes Co. Mr. Lancaster41 is also a Candidate, but as yet behind 
the others. 

Mr. Mordecai & family have been absent untill lately, and I 
have therefore not seen the picture of Mr. Bennehan, as requested 
by Franklin. I may do so tomorrow. 

... I suppose Joseph and John have gotten home from College. 
I hope they give some time to reading, and that they will cultivate 
good feeling towards each other, and the other children. 

I took cold, night before last, and am not entirely well, but am 
in my seat today. I burn Coal in my room, and am apprehensive 
that that has occasioned the cold, from the dryness of the atmos- 
phere. I hope to be better tomorrow. 

38 James Moore Wayne (1790-1867), of Georgia, associate justice of the United 
States Supreme Court, a graduate of Princeton, lawyer, soldier in the War of 
1812, state legislator and judge, Democratic Member of Congress, 1829-1835. Unlike 
Judge Campbell, he did not resign when the Civil War came, but remained on 
the court until his death. 

"Samuel Jones Person (1823-1868), of Moore County, a graduate of the Univer- 
sity, lawyer, Member of the Commons, 1848-1852, judge of the Superior Court, 1854- 
1858. He moved to Wilmington in 1861, was a lieutenant-colonel in the State 
quartermasters' department in the Civil War, and was a Member of the Com- 
mons, 1862-1865. 

"A. J. Stedman. 
41 James Warren Lancaster (d. 1900), of Alamance County, a graduate of the 

University, lawyer, Member of the Commons, 1854-1856. 
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Gov. Morehead is here, and informs me that after the 1st. of 
Jany. Cars will run on the N. C. R. Road, from Goldsboro' to 
Durham's. I hope to be able to go up home at Christmas (perhaps 
not before) and to go by the Cars to Durham's. 

In the mean time, I hope you will come down. If you do not 
come before, you may as well come a few days before that, and we 
can perhaps take the Cars, sending our Carriage ahead, to take 
us from Durham's. 

I have been invited to a party at the Gov's tonight, but am 
not well enough to go. 

From Charles C. Graham. U. 

Forest Home, Arkansas, 

Dec. 5th., 1854. 

When your favor was rec'd in Greensboro' a month or six weeks 
previous to my leaving, it was my wish to make you a visit before 
leaving, but meeting with more difficulty than I had anticipated 
in getting mules and waggons, I was unable to do so. We had a 
pleasant trip out, camping every night, with one or two excep- 
tions. Both my mules and waggons were in excellent condition, 
enabling us thereby to average near 25 miles per day, and mak- 
ing the trip in less than five weeks. We spent the 1st. week after 
landing at Dr. Mebans (who lives two miles off) my house not 
being quite finished. Since then we have been very pleasantly 
located at our 'Forest Home'. Our cottage is rather the best in the 
settlement, having three good brick chimn's with neatly papered 
rooms, etc. My out buildings are better, much, than I had at the 
Forge, the country is, and has been during the past year remark- 
ably healthy, and is as well populated as any neighborhood of my 
acquaintance in N. C. There are two Steam Saw and Grist Mills 
in 6 and 8 miles, and another building in one mile of me. There 
is 15 miles of the Memphis and Little Rock R. Road graded, and 
about 500 hands at work grading from Memphis westward, this 
road will not pass nearer than nine miles of me. The St. Francis 
River is usually boatable nine months in the year, this fall being 
very dry, it will not be navigable more than 5 or 6. Wittsburg, the 
present terminus for Steam Boats, is five miles off. I am 50 miles 
directly west of Memphis. My wagon has been twice there since 
we came over, making the trip with as much facility as from the 
Forge to Salisbury, in wet seasons, however, it becomes almost 
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impassible, and once a year most of the country from Memphis 
to the St. Francis is under water for several weeks. The country 
above is now being leveed, & it [is] supposed that the overflows 
will henceforth be stayed, but I am disposed to doubt whether 
the great Miss'pi can be kept within it's own channel. 

After crossing the St. Francis, and going Westward two miles, 
you commence ascending Croly's Ridge, which is half as high as 
the Little Mountain in Lincoln. Nature seems to have formed 
excellent passways over this Ridge, & altho' you see deep ravines 
& steep precipices on every side, you go over this Ridge with 
such gentle ascent & descent, that you scarce observe that you are 
passing over a hilly and broken region. Forest Home is on the 
Western base of this ridge, my tract consists of 1000 Acres,—120 
in the hills, and 880 of the most beautiful bottom land I ever 
saw. I bought of five different persons, each having some cleared 
land and small improvements, in three instances their fields 
joined, which gives me about 200 Acres open land. The house 
we occupy was in an unfinished state when I purchased, but I 
engaged a carpenter to finish by the 1st. Nov., a few days after I 
bought. 

w * "ff TF TP 

I would be glad if you will subscribe and pay for the R. Regi- 
ster for one year for me. Direct to Eureka P. O. Ark. 

From George E. Badger.42 U. 

Senate Chamber, 

Dec. 9th., 1854. 

The Constitution of Alabama provides that in case of the 
death of the Governor, "the President of the Senate shall exer- 
cise all the power and authority appertaining to the office of 
Governor, until" etc. 

Our Constitution provides that, in case of the death, etc., the 
Speaker of the Senate, etc., "shall exercise the powers of Govern- 
ment," etc. 

43 When Governor David S. Reid was elected to the United States Senate, he 
resigned the governorship, and, under the constitution, the speaker of the Senate, 
Warren Winslow, succeeded to the office. There was difference of opinion as to 
whether that vacated his speakership and seat, but when Graham, on December 5, 
introduced a resolution vacating his seat, it was voted down. The Democrats, it 
developed, had consulted Judge Thomas Ruffin as to the law of the case, and 
followed his opinion, which was that Winslow would hold both posts. Graham 
had evidently asked Badger's opinion on the question. 
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About 1820, the Gov. of Alabama died in the Spring of the 
year. The then President of the Senate, after taking the advice of 
McKinley43 (late Judge of Sup'e bench U. S.) assumed the office 
and title of Governor. The Legislature did not meet until Dec'r, 
the matter produced great excitement through the State, many 
persons taking the ground substantially which Winston44 has 
taken. At the meeting of the Legislature, the subject was fully 
discussed, and after an able and elaborate argument by Mr. Mc- 
Kinley, then a member of the Legislature, it was held by a large 
majority that the course taken by the Pres't of the Senate was 
right, that he had become Gov. under the Constitution, and the 
Senate proceeded to elect a new President. 

This case I have this morning from Gov. Fitzpatrick,43 Senator 
from Alabama, and hand it to you. 

I add a suggestion. If the words of our constitution admit of 
two constructions first, this decision in Alabama of the full con- 
vention should settle it. 

Secondly, the fourth clause of our declaration of rights separat- 
ing the legislative, etc., power of Gov't must settle it, for how 
absurd to interpret the doubtful words so as to unite in one person 
the supreme Executive powers & the final legislative functions of 
the Legislative department, in the teeth of an express and plain 
declaration that these shall "be forever separate and distinct." 

Excuse haste. 

43 John McKinley (1780-1852), a native of Virginia, who moved to Kentucky and 
became a lawyer, and then went to Alabama. He was United States Senator, 
1826-1831, Member of Congress, 1833-1835, and again Senator, 1837. He was 
associate justice of the United States Supreme Court, 1837-1852. 

44 Patrick H. Winston, Jr., of Bertie County. 
46 Benjamin Fitzpatrick (1802-1869), of Alabama, a native of Georgia who was 

carried to Alabama as a child. He had a brief school education, and then became 
a lawyer and later a planter. Successful in practice and business, he was Governor, 
1845-1847, United States Senator, 1848-1849, 1853-1861. He was nominated for vice- 
president on the Douglas ticket in 1860 and declined. His last public service was 
as president of the Convention of 1865. 
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Invitation. U. 

RAIL ROAD CELEBRATION. 

The pleasure of your company is respectfully 
solicited at a Rail Road Celebration, to be 
given by the citizens of Rowan County, at 
Salisbury, on the 4th. January, 1855, in com- 
memoration of the completion of the North 
Carolina Rail Road to that place. 

H. L. Robards, Arch. S. Browne, 
Wm. Murphy, E. Myers, 
John L. Shaver, James E. Kerr, 
John M. Coffin, C. S. Brown, 
A. M. Nesbitt, A. W. Buis, 

Wm. Overman, 
Committee. 

Salisbury, Dec. 11th., 1854. 

From John A. Young. U. 

Charlotte, N. C. 

Dec'r 12 th., 1854. 

Without knowing your views upon the subject of the Manu- 
mition of Slaves, I write by request of my neighbour, Mr. Cross, 
to call your attention to a bill,46 which is probably now before 
the Legislature,  proposing to  emancipate  his woman,  Creacy. 

Mr. Cross commenced life without means, and by close appli- 
cation to business finds himself now in circumstances which en- 
able him to perform this act of justice, as he conceaves, to a 
servant who has been a material helper to him in his difficulties, 
and to whose integrity, and faithful care, he attributes much of 
his success. He has complied with the requisitions of the law in 
giving notice of his intended application to the Legislature for 
this purpose, and feels that the claims of his servant on account of 
character and general merits are such as should be rewarded by 
the boon of Freedom, and I am not aware of any objection in 
the community to her receaving it. If you can give the Bill your 
support, you will receave the lasting gratitude of Mr. Cross, who 
has ever been one of your most zealous friends. 

*"Not found. 
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Democrats here are slow in becoming reconciled to their U. S. 
Senators. They do not hesitate to speak out and declare their 
party and the State disgraced. It has given an impulse to know 
nothingism which, being favoured by the Whigs, may be turned 
to account. 

The Rail Road and Bank bills before your body are matters in 
which we feel the deepest interest. The localities to which the pro- 
posed roads point of course are much interested in their success, 
& our community, you will understand, is no exception in this 
matter. We beleave the Road to Wilmington from this place 
would be not only a matter of the greatest importance to all that 
part of Western N. C. in reach of this point, but would be of 
the greatest advantage to the Country between this and Wilming- 
ton and vital to the Town of Wilmington, and of course the 
interest of the State will be advanced in proportion with this 
extensive streach of Country. The argument that the N. C. Road 
would be injured or divertion of freight from it, cannot bear an 
examination with the map, and a knowledge of the course of 
trade from Western N. C. The Columbia Road will be the suf- 
ferer. I hope you will excuse me, I did not design running off 
upon this subject. 

SPEECH
47
 OF THE 

HON. WILLIAM A. GRAHAM, 

OF ORANGE, 

ON THE AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION, 

IN THE SENATE, 

December 12th., 1854. 

[The Senate having under consideration the bill introduced 
by Mr. Boyd,48 of Rockingham, "to amend the Constitution of 
North Carolina," Mr. Graham moved to amend by striking out 
all after the words "A Bill," and inserting the provisions of a 

47 Printed copy in North Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina 
Library, Chapel Hill, North Carolina. 

48 George Dillard Boyd (1797-1886), of Rockingham County, farmer, merchant, 
and miller, a Democratic Member of the Commons, 1840-1842, state Senator, 
1842-1848, 1852-1860. 
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bill introduced by himself "concerning a Convention to amend 
the Constitution of the State," 49 and said:] 

Mr. Speaker: It will be readily perceived that the difference 
between the two measures is, that the bill of the Senator from 
Rockingham proposes to take the initiatory step for a single 
amendment of the Constitution, to wit: the annulment of the 
freehold qualification, now required in voters for the Senate, 
and after filtrating this proposition through two successive Leg- 
islatures, by the necessary majorities of three-fifths and two-thirds, 
to carry it before the tribunal of the popular vote for adoption 
or refusal, without allowing to the people, whose approbation is 
asked for it as an isolated amendment, any power of deliberation 
or change in other parts of the instrument; but, on the contrary, 
carefully excluding them therefrom with an evident distrust in 
the wisdom or justice of their decision on the Constitution in 
general; while I propose to go at once to the people with the 
question, whether they desire a Convention to amend the Con- 
stitution, in this, or any other, particular, and, in the event of the 
expression of their will in the affirmative, that by their fiat, a 
Convention shall be assembled, without unnecessary delay, and 
upon review of the Constitution as a whole, shall consider and 
propose such amendments as may be deemed by it to be required 
in the present condition of the State, and provide, by proper or- 
dinances, for submitting them to the suffrages of the people, for 
ratification or rejection. 

I need not remark that, in either aspect, the subject is one of 
the first magnitude that can employ the deliberations of the 
Legislature. I regret that it is difficult to discuss it without being, 
to some extent, tedious and pains-taking; and yet, in my belief, 
discussion is necessary to its proper comprehension. If I might 
be permitted to borrow the language of a certain critic, in rela- 
tion to the works of a great orator of antiquity, and apply it to 
this topic, in the view presented by the original bill, I would 
say, with entire respect to all concerned, that it has been "more 
talked about than considered, and considered than understood." 

Having been a member of the General Assembly of 1834-5, 
which enacted the law providing for the ascertainment of the 
sense of the people in regard to a Convention, for Constitutional 

49 Graham's bill provided for submitting the question of a convention to a vote 
of the people. The opposition contended that a convention could not be called 
except by a two-thirds majority of each house of the legislature. The opposition 
was active, and there was considerable discussion in the State as well as in the 
legislature. Graham closed the debate December 20 and the bill was defeated. 
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Amendment in that day, by virtue of which they called into ex- 
istence the Convention which assembled in the latter year, and 
having given my assent rather than approval to the adjustment 
of the long pending contest for reform in the Constitution of the 
State then made, I am frank to confess that I should not thus 
early have proposed a new revision of the Constitution, but for 
the agitation for change in the fundamental law which has been 
waged for the last half a dozen years. When Mr. Jefferson, in 
certain disquisitions on Government, many years since, advanced 
the idea that a Constitution should endure but for the generation 
of men who formed it; that the average duration of the life of 
man was eighteen years, after attaining the age of majority at 
twenty-one; that this period should, therefore, be reckoned a 
political generation, and that no Constitution should last longer 
than one such generation without the assent of that which suc- 
ceeded it; the opinion was thought to be a bold speculation, which, 
if carried out practically, might lead to inconvenient, if not haz- 
ardous results. But, Sir, in less than three generations since the 
annunciation of this doctrine, it has become a familiar dogma, 
that there is no sacredness in Constitutions, by reason of which 
they are to endure longer than those who have the power to 
change think proper to permit; and, if not in other States, cer- 
tainly in this, the opinion seems to be entertained, and is acted 
upon, in this original bill, that no circumstances of compromise 
or mutual concession, which entered into the settlement of a 
vexed and excited contest for Constitutional reform, are to be 
respected by those to whom change is desirable. 

After a struggle of more than thirty years, in regard to altera- 
tions in the provisions of their Constitution, the people of North 
Carolina came to an adjustment, which was effected through the 
agency of the Convention of 1835, and the ratification of its pro- 
ceedings by the vote of the people, and which was, in the main, 
satisfactory to all parties and sections. Or, if dissatisfaction still 
existed, it was suppressed, and the Constitution, as then amended, 
was acquiesced in, as a compromise of conflicting interests of 
sections and individuals. But, in far less than eighteen years, agi- 
tation commenced for amending the Constitution as amended, 
for setting at naught the compromise of 1835, as I shall presently 
demonstrate, accompanied by invectives against one, at least, of 
its provisions, hardly consistent with the respect which all enter- 
tain for the men of 1776, who framed the Constitution of that 
date, and bequeathed it to us an inheritance bought by their 
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blood, and for our contemporories, or most recent predecessors 
in 1835, who were guilty of "knowingly and wittingly" retaining 
what their Revolutionary Fathers are supposed, most unjustly 
and without proper knowledge of or regard for popular rights, to 
have adopted. This agitation is said not to have been without its 
effects upon the minds of the people. Indeed, those who affect to 
speak in their name and proclaim their voice, allege that a de- 
termination in favor of the amendment proposed in the bill 
which I offer to amend, has been indicated by the result of recent 
elections. Knowing something of the great variety of considera- 
tions which enter into and influence elections of members of 
the Legislature, as well as Governor of the State, I do not under- 
take to affirm or deny that this is so. But I prefer to let the peo- 
ple speak for themselves, on the great question of amending the 
Constitution, when no other influences are at work, and there- 
fore I offer the amendment before you. If they desire the amend- 
ment contained in the original bill, and this only, we shall get 
it, and no more. If they desire other changes, why shall they 
not be made? You claim this upon the ground that they have 
willed it; upon what ground can you deny them the liberty of 
expressing their will upon the entire Constitution, and of carry- 
ing it into effect when expressed? 

Sir, during a considerable part of the time of the discussion, 
to which allusion has been made, I was upon another theatre of 
action, unconnected with State politics, and being satisfied that 
according to the mode proposed of amending the Constitution, 
by successive legislative enactments, followed by a popular vote, 
there would be ample time for deliberation on the changes in 
question, long before they should require my action as a citizen 
at the polls, I have, until within a recent period, given to the 
whole subject but a casual consideration. In turning my thoughts 
to it now, I perceive very decisive objections to any important 
changes in the Constitution, by what is familiarly called the 
Legislative method. To say nothing of mingling questions of 
fundamental law, which is a law to the governing power itself, 
with the ordinary motives which affect elections, such as personal 
likes and dislikes, questions of local or general improvement, or 
other local or general policy, above all with the ascendancy of 
party, and the dispensation of office and patronage, under the 
State or the General Government, it takes the Constitution in 
detached portions, and carries these only before the judgment 
of the people, demanding a peremptory "yes or no" to the parti- 
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cular proposition submitted, without the liberty of modifying 
it in other particulars, however connected with, or dependent 
upon that proposed to be amended. It may answer conveniently 
enough for adding to a Constitution provisions independent of 
those it already contains, or for regulating the exercise of powers 
already conferred; as in the case of the adoption of Mr. Madi- 
son's ten amendments to the Constitution of the U. States, which 
is in the nature of a bill of rights appended, instead of being 
prefixed thereto. But when essential changes in the structure of 
the Government are to be made, it is necessary to a just and in- 
telligent exercise of the power to change, that those who are to 
effect them shall have the liberty of examining into and acting 
upon more than a single provision of the Constitution. A Con- 
stitution of Government, for a free people, is a complicated ma- 
chine, like a steam engine, or the human frame. It consists of 
various parts, adjusted in one harmonious whole. It not only 
calls into existence, and prescribes the mode of their organiza- 
tion, distince departments of Government, which it considers, 
in some degree, rival departments, but it undertakes to provide 
guards and securities for all the great interests of society, and 
establish maxims of justice and liberty and domestic convenience, 
which shall not be violated by any of the Departments of Govern- 
ment, or all of them combined. In other, and more familiar 
language, it is a system of checks and balances, one article of 
which would not have been inserted without another, on kindred 
subjects, and one of which cannot be removed, without carrying 
with it others, or deranging and destroying the balance of the 
whole. 

Sir, of this we need no more striking illustration than that 
offered by the amendment proposed by the bill of the Senator 
from Rockingham, to establish what is popularly called "Free 
Suffrage." And here, to prevent misconception and misrepresen- 
tation, I desire to say, at once, that I have no objection to extend- 
ing the right of suffrage, so that every man may vote in the 
Senate, who now has the right to vote in the House of Commons, 
provided the Constitution be readjusted in other parts to suit 
the change thus made. But your system is built upon the freehold 
qualification in electors for the Senate, as upon a foundation 
stone. Taking for granted that that was to remain, other impor- 
tant provisions were engrafted into the Constitution, which 
would have found no place there, but for it to support them. 
Before, therefore, you prize out this part of the foundation of 
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your edifice, it may be well to examine the condition in which 
it will be left after the operation has been performed. This will 
require some examination of the causes of the introduction of 
this feature into the Constitution, by our fathers, and its reten- 
tion until now. 

Previously to this examination, however, permit me to remark 
upon the somewhat extraordinary course of argument by which 
this change has been urged upon the people for their approbation. 
In the act of the Legislature proposing it, four years ago, and 
which, after being gazetted for six months, was rejected at the 
last session, by the opposition of Mr. Speaker Edwards, there is 
the following preamble: "Whereas, the freehold qualification 
now required for electors of members of the Senate conflicts with 
the fundamental principles of liberty, therefore, be it enacted," 
etc. The fundamental principles of liberty. Why sir, is liberty 
the only element in the constitution of Government of a free 
people? In the sense in which these terms are here used, they 
mean any inequality in political power, no matter in what policy 
founded, is contrary to the fundamental principles of liberty, 
and in that sense it is rather a French than an American idea. In 
France, whenever, in the mutations of affairs the Government 
professes to be republican, we hear of "liberty, fraternity, equali- 
ty." I need not say what has followed their last proclamation of 
those captivating principles. First, a President for three years, 
with a free Constitution; next, a President for ten years, with 
power to form a Constitution, and then an Emperor for life, 
with authority to appoint his successor, and no Constitution; all 
the while there has been perfect equality in the right to vote, 
and millions against only a few hundred thousands did vote for 
these successive changes. And yet, according to the logic of this 
preamble, the fundamental principles of liberty are quite well 
preserved in France, for every man has his equal right in voting, 
but they have always been violated in North Carolina. The 
American theory of Government is not quite so sublimated. 
While it guards liberty with unceasing vigilance, it looks to other 
elements necessary to be united with it in any frame of Govern- 
ment, worthy to be called free. In that Constitution, proposed 
by Washington and his compeers, and adopted by the people of 
the United States in 1787, what do they say? "We, the people 
of the United States, in order, etc., to establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and to secure the blessings of liberty to our- 
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selves, and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitu- 
tion," etc. And the provisions of every State Constitution, in this 
Union, show a like regard for justice, domestic tranquility, and 
the promotion of the general welfare, as for any theoretical idea 
of the blessings of liberty. Why, sir, how can you justify in the 
sight of these devotees of liberty, which in their sense, means 
equality, those other regulations of the Constitution, which ap- 
portion political power, in this branch of the Legislature, accord- 
ing to the taxes paid in districts, and in the other, according to 
black, as well as white population, every five negroes counting as 
three white men, which render ineligible to the office of Gover- 
nor, or to a seat in either House of the General Assembly, any 
man who has not a freehold interest of greater or less quantity 
or value in land, as well as others equally in conflict with their 
notions of the fundamental principles of liberty? When this 
course of reasoning shall have had its full effect, what parts of 
your Constitution will remain, and how much of that liberty, 
which it is so anxious to guard, will be preserved to the people? 

Again: In the Executive message, recently communicated to 
the Legislature, it is said that the time will come when it will 
be a matter of ''profound astonishment," that this requirement of 
a freehold qualification in voters for the Senate ever had a place 
in the Constitution; that it is founded on the supposition "that 
the people are politically corrupt," and that fifty acres of land 
endows its owner with knowledge, virtue, or patriotism, for the 
exercise of the elective franchise. Now, sir, all this is so complete 
a perversion of the object and design of the provision in question, 
and so gross a reflection upon the framers of the Constitution, 
to whom we are indebted for so much of liberty as we have en- 
joyed since throwing off the dominion of the British crown, as 
well as upon the people of the State, who re-adopted this ob- 
noxious qualification in 1835, that we have far more reason to be 
astonished at finding such remarks in an Executive communica- 
tion to the Legislature, than its author has at the requirement 
of the Constitution. Whether this requirement be right or wrong, 
a moderate acquaintance with the history of the Country and 
the Constitution will remove all ground for astonishment of the 
kind anticipated, and relieve our ancestors from the unjust im- 
putation of having devised and transmitted to us a Constitution 
which implies that the people are "politically corrupt," and the 
absurdity of having supposed that the possession of land rendered 
a man a wiser or a better citizen. 
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Sir, it is a fact of history, too well known to require repeti- 
tion, that the provision of the Constitution, requiring this House 
of the Legislature to be elected by owners of property in land, 
was intended to be defensive in its nature, and to check the hand 
of taxation on property by mere numbers. It implied no qualities, 
moral or intellectual, in the landholder superior to him who was 
landless, but was designed as a protection against the imposition 
of unjust burthens in supporting Government by those not hav- 
ing a common interest. Our ancestors, who gave us the Constitu- 
tion of 1776, and went through a struggle of seven years of fire 
and blood to maintain it, were not more remarkable for their 
love of liberty than a jealousy amounting to a dread of taxation. 
Not to recur to the times of King John or the first Charles, they 
had in vivid recollection the Stamp Act, and the Tea Tax, and 
the occasion for forming a Constitution arose out of the fact 
that they had gone to war with Britain upon the question of 
taxation without representation. They were unwilling that a 
Parliament, elected by their fellow subjects in the mother coun- 
try, should impose taxes on them, and resisted to a death strug- 
gle. The Colossus of English literature in that day, Dr. Johnson, 
it is true, undertook to prove to them, in an elaborate pamphlet, 
that "taxation was no tyranny," but without success. They would 
not believe him. And when they came to regulate this important 
power of taxation among their fellow-citizens at home, what did 
they do? In the bill of rights they declared, "that the people of 
this State ought not to be taxed or made subject to the payment 
of any impost or duty without the consent of themselves, or their 
representatives in General Assembly, freely given." What kind 
of General Assembly is here meant? The same Constitution, of 
which this bill of rights is but a part, informs us. It was a General 
Assembly, composed of a Senate chosen by freeholders, and a 
House of Commons chosen by freemen. Such was the origin of 
this requirement of the Constitution. You may call it, if you 
please, unequal or unjust, but its end and aim was to protect men 
in the fruits of their industry, or in their acquisitions from the 
industry of their ancestors, against exactions for government, 
imposed by those who are not liable to the same species of taxa- 
tion. 

Sir, I have said that our Fathers were distinguished not more 
by a love of liberty than a jealousy against taxation. Indeed, ac- 
cording to their ideas, no system of liberty was complete that did 
not give security to property by Constitutional guarantees. I pro- 
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ceed now to show that this characteristic descended to their 
posterity, at least as far down as 1835, when, although the Con- 
stitution underwent extensive modifications, this protection to 
landed property against taxes, unless imposed with the consent 
of landholders through their representatives in one branch of 
the General Assembly, was carefully retained, and another great 
subject of property was taken under the protection of the Con- 
stitution against taxation at the will of the Legislature. Yes, sir, 
in the call of that Convention, three things were stipulated for 
as fundamental articles, namely: 1st. The reduction of the Senate 
to not less than thirty-four, nor more than fifty members, to be 
elected by districts, to be laid off according to taxation; 2nd. The 
reduction of the House of Commons to not less than ninety, nor 
more than one hundred and twenty members, to be elected by 
counties according to federal population; and the 3rd. was what? 
To provide "that persons voting for a Senator, and eligible to 
the Senate, should possess the same residence and freehold quali- 
fication in the Senatorial district as is now required in the coun- 
ty." There were other subjects over which the Convention had a 
discretion, and on which they might devise amendments accord- 
ing to their pleasure; but in these three there was no discretion. 
The commands of the people who called that Convention into 
being were imperative. Look to the Convention act of 1835, and 
you will see the duty prescribed of retaining the freehold quali- 
fication as a cardinal principle. Look to the constitution of 1835, 
and you will see the duty performed and sanctioned by the peo- 
ple. And does it not appear to you, Mr. Speaker, a little strange, 
that a provision of the Constitution, which the people themselves 
so recently reviewed, and required every member of the Conven- 
tion to swear on oath, before taking his seat, that he would pre- 
scribe anew to suit the new arrangements by districts, should so 
soon be voted by majorities of two successive Legislatures to be 
contrary to the fundamental principles of liberty, and be de- 
nounced in the Message of the Executive, as founded in the sup- 
position that the people are ''politically corrupt," and the ab- 
surdity that the possession of land gives wisdom and virtue? This 
is accusing the people themselves, as late as 1835, with being 
ignorant of the "fundamental principles of liberty," and of hold- 
ing themselves to be "politically corrupt," and guilty of the 
absurdity just mentioned. Such is the extravagance and folly to 
which the public mind and the mind of the people has been 
treated on the grave topic of amending the Constitution. 
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Sir, to the most casual reader of the Act of 1835, it is perfectly 
manifest that the retention of the freehold qualification in elec- 
tors of the Senate was as well defined, and secured an object in 
the adjustment, then made, as taxation for the basis of represen- 
tation in the Senate, and federal population of representation 
in the House, and a much better secured object, than any other 
provision of the amended Constitution, save these two. And, as 
that adjustment was a compromise of a contention of thirty 
years, literally a treaty of peace, the parties to it, and all others, 
will be exonerated from its further observance so soon as this 
one of its fundamental articles has been abandoned and annulled. 
I wish this to be known and remembered by those who have such 
dreadful apprehensions from the call of a Convention, and what- 
ever changes the Constitution may be destined to undergo, that 
we may hear no complaint of a breach of plighted faith, and a 
departure from the terms of compromise. This original bill sets 
the compromise at naught, and leaves every man to take part in 
regard to amendments of the Constitution, as may seem right in 
his own eyes. Sir, there is no escape from this conclusion. You 
propose, by this bill, a plain and palpable violation of the com- 
promise of 1835, and yet you evince a very salutary fear of losing 
the benefits of that compromise in other particulars. If there be, 
as you, I think, vainly apprehend, a serious or general disposition 
to disturb the basis of representation, you will have lost more 
than half your power of resistance to it, when you have broken 
the faith "which binds the moral elements of the world together." 

But, the change in the Constitution proposed by this original 
bill is not only a violation of the compromise, but if it be made, 
and nothing more be done, it will destroy the balance between 
conflicting interests then established, and will be an act of gross 
injustice to the owners of landed property, as contra distinguished 
from the owners of property in slaves. This may not be obvious at 
first sight, but I think it can be made perfectly apparent. We have 
already seen that a Constitution of a free government is like the 
human system, compounded of various parts, harmonized in one 
whole; and that such is the union of these parts with each other, 
that one cannot be disturbed without affecting others. It might 
be supposed by a superficial observer, that the human hand would 
be improved by cutting off the fingers of equal lengths, and the 
operation would be so simple that any child who could handle 
an axe could perform it. And yet we know that this curtailment 
of the extremity would wound nerves and blood vessels connect- 
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ing with the brain and heart, the very vitals of the system. So 
this apparently simple lopping off from the Constitution of the 
State, what is represented as a mere excrescence, under the cap- 
tivating idea of a political right, would, from the connections 
and dependencies of this provision, produce effects reaching far 
beyond a mere question of equality in voting, in which aspect 
alone it is treated by the Executive, and has usually been consid- 
ered by the public. I have already demonstrated that the freehold 
qualification required in the electors of this body was the land- 
holder's defence against unequal taxation on his property, that 
for this purpose, it was ordained by our fathers in the first Con- 
stitution, that for the same purpose it was revised and re-ordained 
by their children in 1835, and that the compromise Constitution 
then given to us was in other of its parts built upon this provision 
as upon a foundation stone. Being a member of the Legislature, 
both in 1833 and 1834, and taking an humble part among the 
advocates for a Convention, I recollect some of the history of that 
Convention act, and of the negotiations by which a sufficient 
number of votes was given to the bill to allow the question to be 
determined by the people. Not only was it required that this 
qualification in Senatorial voters should be retained as a protec- 
tion to landed property, but it was also required and conceded 
that the Convention should have power to make the capitation 
tax on slaves and white polls equal throughout the State; and 
it was morally certain, from the manner in which the Conven- 
tion was constituted, that it would be done; and it was done to 
the fullest extent of the power conferred. Sir, the language of 
Eastern gentlemen, addressed to their Western brethren, was 
substantially this: "Your property consists for the greater part in 
land. That is protected against unjust levies by the power of the 
landholder to elect the Senate: that power we all agree is to be 
retained. But we own the larger portion of the slaves. Give us 
a constitutional guarantee against undue taxes upon slaves, and 
other matters being arranged satisfactorily, we will go into Con- 
vention, and give you equal representation." This was agreed 
to. The Convention was called. It ordained that slaves, under 
twelve and over fifty years of age, should not be taxed at all; and 
those between those ages should be only subject to such poll tax 
as should be laid on white men. Thus, one half in number of 
all the slaves in the State is exempted by the Constitution from 
taxation altogether; and the other half is exempted from all tax, 
as property, but is liable only to the capitation tax imposed on 
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white men, thus, the two great subjects of property in the State, 
lands and slaves, were placed under the protection of the Con- 
stitution, against unreasonable exactions by the Legislature—the 
lands retaining their old defence, by means of a political power, 
in the hands of their owners, which enables them to have a veto 
on legislation in one House of the General Assembly; the slaves 
having a still more effectual shield; not by means of a political 
power in the owner, but by positive interdict upon the Legisla- 
ture from laying its finger upon the one half of them for any 
levies for the support of Government, and upon the other half, 
only so heavily, or so lightly, as it lays it upon the white man 
with a vote in his hand. And now, Sir, you propose by this "Free 
Suffrage" bill, to take from the landholder the protection which 
he has had from the foundation of the Government, and by 
reason of the retention of which, protection was given to the 
slaveholder in 1835, and to permit the protection then, for the 
first time, allowed to the slaveholder to remain. This looks to 
me very much like taking out the foundation, and expecting the 
superstructure to remain, poised in mid air—very much like tak- 
ing out a balance wheel from a complex machine, and expecting 
it to run on, as if never disturbed. Does any one doubt for a 
moment that, if the protection to land had not been continued 
in 1835, the guarantee in favor of slaves would never have been 
adopted? I was continuously a member of the General Assembly, 
from the ratification of the amended constitution, until 1840; 
and I am very sure, that after the compromise of 1835, down to 
that date, if a Western member had introduced a bill to amend 
the constitution, by annulling the guarantee in favor of slaves, 
or if an Eastern member had proposed a bill to amend the con- 
stitution, by abolishing the protection to lands, by doing away 
the qualification of voters for the Senate, either would have been 
charged with a breach of faith, and from which ever side the 
movement might have come, it would have provoked retaliation 
on the other. 

But, I may be told, that Eastern and Western parties have 
passed away. Be it so; I shall be the last to revive strifes, merely 
sectional. But the great interests of society exist now as they 
existed in 1835; and although men may be individuated, and 
act no longer in sectional masses, the question still is of as much 
interest as ever—is there to be any check upon the Legislature, 
in the imposition of taxes on property? And if there is, on what 
species of property? Shall land, the most important of all prop- 
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erty, be cast away, and bear such burdens as may be imposed at 
pleasure or of necessity, while slaves enjoy the exemptions now 
allowed? Sir, I fear this subject of amending the Constitution 
has been considered too much with reference merely to equality 
on days of election. Let us become a people of equal rights and 
equal priviledges, says the Governor, in his message. The prob- 
lem really to be solved, is not one of political equality merely, 
but of taxable equality also. And whilst I do not object to all 
free citizens casting equal votes on days of election, I must insist 
that, along with that change in the Constitution, there shall be 
security for as near an approach to equality as possible on the 
days of tax-gathering, and when the sheriff makes his annual 
round, for the collection of the revenue that each man shall 
contribute, according to his several ability, for the support of the 
Government. It has been treated as a question solely between 
the land holder and non-holder, in regard to equality of votes. 
It is an equally important question between the landholder and 
the slaveholder, and white poll in regard to taxation. We must 
view things as they are. What are the great subjects of taxation 
in the State, from which revenue is to be derived? Lands, slaves, 
and white polls. You may derive something handsome from taxes 
on monies at interest, and stocks in Banks, or other corporations, 
and a pittance from what is laid on your daughter's piano, your 
wife's silver spoons, et cetera, but your main reliance for revenue 
is upon the three sources first mentioned. These three interests 
were all represented in the convention of 1835, were parties to 
the treaty then made, and are all protected against the unequal 
burdens under the existing Constitution. The land, by the pow- 
er of its owner to select the Senator; the white poll, by his power 
to select the House of Commons, and the slave property, by the 
guaranty already mentioned. There is, and was designed to be 
between them mutual checks against inequality of imposition. 
By this bill you destroy this system; you strike from the land- 
holder his power of defence, while you leave to the slaveholder 
his impenetrable shield. You set out with the Quixotic idea of 
establishing equal political rights, and end by creating an un- 
equal and unjust exposure to taxation, a greater mischief and 
grievance than that you designed to remedy; a natural conse- 
quence of undertaking to deal with the complicated subject of 
the Constitution by piecemeal. Sir, suppose this Senate were 
sitting at a Convention, with power to make the propose a whole 
Constitution to the people of the State, (and that is the situation 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 561 

in which we should place ourselves, when we come to devise 
amendments,) and that we had progressed so far as to establish 
two branches of the Legislature, and to ordain that the electors 
for each should be the same, that we had further voted that 
land should be liable to taxation at the will of the Legislature, 
without any restraint, and then that some member should pro- 
pose to restrain the General Assembly from taxing slaves, as 
provided in the present Constitution, how many votes do you 
suppose the proposition would receive? Would it not be at once 
replied, and perhaps with some impatience, "No, we have refused 
any restraint in regard to land, and it would be unjust, therefore, 
to provide one as to slaves." And is the injustice any the less, 
because, both lands and slaves being protected under the present 
Constitution, you strike out the protection of one, and leave that 
of the other, than if you had a new Constitution to make, you 
refused protection to lands and inserted it for slaves? Sir, this 
object has sooner or later to be met on manly and intelligent 
ground. When you take away the present Constitutional protec- 
tion to land, there are two alternatives open to your adoption, 
one of which you will be compelled to take; and these are either 
to insert a new provision which shall afford the protection you 
have taken away, unaccompanied by political power, or to strike 
out all protection to property of every kind, and leave it to be 
taxed at the pleasure of the Legislature. For, sir, when it shall 
become known to the people of the State, that you have sent 
them a Constitution, as you propose to do by this bill, in which 
no property is protected from taxation except slaves, and that, 
of these, one half cannot be taxed at all, and the other half only 
as white polls, you will have produced a war upon the interest 
of the slaveholder, quite as fierce as that you are now waging 
against the landholder.—Let no one accuse me of desiring to 
produce such a contest. The charge would be as unjust as untrue. 
A slaveholder myself, to a considerable amount of the estate with 
which I am endeavoring to provide for a somewhat numerous 
family, I have every reason to desire security and protection to 
that species of property. But when we are called on to consider 
propositions for change in the structure of the Government, it 
is necessary to analyze society, and see of what elements it is 
composed, and how they consist together. And as a matter of pol- 
icy, I do not wish to see slave property enjoy the "bad eminence" 
of being the sole favorite of the constitution, and subjecting its 
owners to a public sentiment, which cannot be otherwise than 
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injurious; and as a public servant, charged with the duty of 
guarding alike all the interests of the State, and to allow to none 
an advantage above another, I cannot and will not consent to 
put the landholder without the pale of the protection of the 
constitution, and leave the slaveholder within it. What is the 
actual condition of these interests now? 

The cash value of lands in 1850 was, in round numbers, $68,- 
000,000. 

The slaves, by the census, were numbered, but not valued, 
and amounted to 288,548. Allowing a moderate percentage for 
increase in four years, they are now 300,000. At an average of 
$333 1/3 per head, they are worth $100,000,000. Half the number, 
those under twelve and over fifty, are exempt from taxation. 
They are of less value than the other half. Put them down at 
$40,000,000. and those between these ages at $60,000,000. Now 
you propose, by this Bill, to say to landed property to the amount 
of sixty-eight millions of dollars only: you shall be taxed at the 
will of the Legislature; but to one hundred millions in slaves, 
you say: forty millions shall pay no taxes at all, and as to the 
other sixty millions, they shall not pay as land does, according 
to the one hundred dollars value, but as polls, on which there 
can be no greater levy than on a free man. As to your revenue, 
now, how is it derived? Land, and town property, (which is but 
a species of land,) pay into the general treasury, exclusive of 
the Lunatic Asylum tax, $36,000. per annum, while the whole 
poll tax on 300,000 slaves, and on a wThite population, whose 
muster roll bears the names of 80,000 fighting men, and whose 
votes exceed 95,000, is about $35,000. The treasury accounts do 
not distinguish the amounts received on the white from the 
black poll. It is more than a liberal allowance to suppose that 
the blacks pay $20,000 of this sum. But remember that $20,000 
per annum is all you obtain—in the general treasury, I mean— 
from one hundred million dollars worth of slaves, while sixty- 
eight millions of land pay to the same strong box $36,000. Go 
from generals to particulars, and the inequality is more striking. 
One thousand dollars worth of land pays 60 cents. A slave worth 
$1,000 pays 20 cents. And do you desire to render this inequality 
still greater, by making the Legislature wholly irresponsible to 
the landholder, while you retain the exemption and the check 
for the slaveholder? 

Sir, when the State collected but seventy or eighty thousand 
dollars per year, from all sources, these things were matters of 
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not much importance, and received not much attention. But, 
although there is no mention of it in the Governor's Message, 
we have now reached a period of taxation. We must have more 
money before we leave this Capitol, or the public credit is gone! 
And when your Financier sits down to examine the statistics of 
the national wealth, he finds forty millions that he can't touch, 
sixty millions more that he must touch lightly, because it stands 
on the footing of men who have votes. Thus, one hundred mil- 
lions is passed by. When he looks to the land, the next great 
subject of property, that has now a defence in the votes of its 
owners. But you propose by your bill to deprive it of this, and 
allow him full sweep at that which can never hide or get out of 
the way, and generally comes in as residuary legatee of all taxes 
that can't find another subject broad enough to bear them. 

I repeat, sir, it is a delicate, and, by no means, an agreeable 
task, thus to review the great interests of the State, and place 
them in apparent antagonism. But it is necessary that we shall 
realize what we are about, when an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion is urged, which is in the nature of an attack on one species 
of property, and survey the whole field before us. The landholders 
are not a majority of the people, but they approach much nearer 
to it than the slaveholders, and when you have triumphed over 
them, and exposed their land to unlimited taxation, especially 
when you accompany it with a new tax bill, they will turn upon 
you, and demand a repeal of the protection against taxes on 
slaves, and will find recruits enough to carry it as by storm. Thus 
a contest is to be begun, of which no man can tell the end. 

Sir, it is to avoid these consequences that I offer the amend- 
ment under consideration. Since you propose, as I have shown, 
to abandon and violate the compromise of 1835, to annihilate the 
checks and balances then established between conflicting inter- 
ests, to allow one of these interests an advantage it could never 
have obtained, but for that which you propose to abolish in 
another, the earlier and the more calmly you can settle the matter 
the better. When a compact becomes thus disregarded or mis- 
understood, and there is a determination to get rid of its terms, 
it is high time to call together the parties who formed it, and let 
them agree upon new stipulations. Go to the people with the 
question, whether they desire a Convention to amend the Con- 
stitution; not by mutilating a part, but by a calm consideration 
of the whole; or, if you fear to trust a Convention with the whole, 
propose a  limited Convention,  with power to act on certain 
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kindred subjects. If the decision be against it, there is an end of 
agitation. If for it, then it is proposed that delegates shall be at 
once elected, who shall assemble at an early day, and frame and 
propose such amendments as may be desired; that these amend- 
ments shall be submitted to the popular vote, and, if ratified, 
become a part of the Constitution. Thus, before another election 
for the General Assembly, the whole subject will be disposed of, 
and at that election, the people, if they will it, can have Free 
Suffrage, and what it seems they never had before, a restoration 
to "the fundamental principles of liberty." And permit me to 
say, that whatever you do here, I doubt whether they will ever 
attain it in any other way. It may answer as a very convenient 
theme on which gentlemen may make up Journals, with which 
to endeavor to bother each other on the stump, by showing that 
one man was more or less a friend to the people than another, 
but as an isolated amendment, in my belief, it will never receive 
the popular sanction. 

Sir, if you call a Convention, the right of suffrage can, and I 
hope will be, extended. At the same time I desire that property 
shall be allowed all proper guarantees against unequal and un- 
just taxation. Both of these objects can be attained, and have 
been attained in other States where the whole Constitution was 
open to revision, and was not dealt with by piecemeal, as you 
propose to do here. Thus, in the new Constitution of Virginia, 
where the right of suffrage was extended, there is this provision, 
namely, etc.: 

"Taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout the com- 
monwealth, and all property, other than slaves, shall be taxed in 
proportion to its value, which shall be ascertained in such man- 
ner as may be prescribed by law. 

"Every slave, who has attained the age of 12 years, shall be 
assessed with a tax equal to and not exceeding that assessed on 
land of the value of three hundred dollars. Slaves under that 
age shall not be subjected to taxation; and other taxable proper- 
ty may be exempted from taxation by the vote of a majority 
of the whole number of members elected to each House of the 
General Assembly. 

"A capitation tax equal to the tax assessed on land, of the 
value of two hundred dollars, shall be levied on every white male 
inhabitant, who has attained the age of twenty-one years; but 
nothing herein contained shall prevent the exemption of taxable 
polls, in cases of bodily infirmity. 
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"The General Assembly may levy a tax on income, salaries and 
licenses, &c, &c, &c. 

So in Tennessee and Louisiana, [the constitutions of which 
Mr. G. here read.] 

If you intend to act on this one subject intelligently, justly 
and fairly, you need a convention to arrange it and its cognate 
parts of the constitution. But, sir, do you not see that this bill 
is but the entering wedge into the constitution? From the source 
of its origin, you are urged further to amend, so as to provide for 
the election of the Judges by the people for short terms, and 
Justices of the Peace by the people. Why not Treasurer, Comp- 
troller, Secretary of State? When you once begin to change the 
organic law by acts of Assembly, there will be no end to proposi- 
tions to change, at least so long as there is anything left to offer 
to the people in the way of more and more votes. Is it not there- 
fore, the wiser and more conservative course to go at once to the 
people, to go at first where, in any event you are compelled to 
go at last, to ascertain if change is desired, and, if so, that they 
may take the matter into their own hands, and provide to effect 
it, by delegates elected for that purpose and no other. A large 
part of the constitution was superseded by the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution, another considerable portion was annulled 
by the amendments of 1835, but they are still incorporated with 
that which is in force. A revision would lop off these, or modify 
them into compact and intelligible shape, and give us an organic 
law corresponding with that revision of the Statute Law on which 
the General Assembly is now engaged. I am aware, that much 
of the opposition to a Convention arises from an apprehension 
that the present basis of representation may be lost. In my opin- 
ion this is a mistake. I think there is no general disposition to 
disturb it in the region of country in which I am best acquainted. 
And I propose a free convention in which the people of the 
State (they are a conservative people) may amend the constitu- 
tion, so as to adapt it generally to what they believe to be suited 
to their condition now. But, if it should please a majority to 
insert a restriction as to the basis of representation, I shall still 
give to the proposition my support. But I am met in the threshold 
with the objection, that it is contrary to the constitution to pro- 
vide for taking the sense of the people, and to allow the call of 
a convention in the mode I propose. And the bill on this subject 
had been scarcely read, until the Senator from Martin rose to 
protest against it, as violative of the constitution. 
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Sir, if there be anything which I have endeavored to under- 
stand, it is the frame of Government under which we live; and 
if there be anything I would desire to avoid, it is knowingly to 
violate any of its provisions. This amendment has not been pro- 
posed, without an examination of the constitutional question. 
The objection I shall endeavor to meet fairly. It is not new to 
me; I met it in the Legislature, in 1834, from the opponents of 
the convention, which assembled in 1835. When that convention 
met, very loose ideas prevailed in regard to the authority which 
called it—whether it was the people or the Legislature, and if 
the Legislature, whether it could bind the delegates to take the 
prescribed oath. You will remember, that they were required to 
swear "not to evade or disregard the duties enjoined, or limits 
fixed to this convention;" and as, among these duties, was a re- 
quirement to strip the counties of political power, which they 
before had of electing one Senator and two members of the other 
House, without regard to population or taxation, and fix a cer- 
tain number of members in each House, and apportion them on 
the present basis, there was a reluctance among some members 
to take the oath, and a disposition to act as if clothed with gener- 
al powers to consider and propose amendments to the constitu- 
tion. When we learn, as we do from the remarks of the Hon. 
Jesse Speight, at page 123 of the debates of the convention, that 
39 counties gave majorities against calling the convention, and 
only 26 counties cast majorities in favor of it, although it was 
carried by a large majority of the people of the State, we see, as 
it is expressed by Mr. Gaston, in the debates, that a large number 
of members (there being two members, and only two, for every 
county) came to their work "grudgingly;" and with an inclina- 
tion, if not convinced that such a step was wrong, not to take the 
oath, but to claim the powers of a general convention. A disting- 
uished gentleman (Mr. Wilson,) from the county of Edgecombe, 
now no more, opened the discussion by stating his doubts in 
regard to taking the oath, and the power of the Legislature to 
impose it; that, (in his opinion) if taken, it would bind members 
to make changes in the constitution, of which they might not be 
in favor, etc. This led to a debate, in which Mr. Gaston stated 
his views of the nature of the convention, and of the power 
by which it was called into existence—a man, of whom, permit 
me to say, now that he has gone down below the horizon, that 
the light of his luminous mind, and pure and elevated character 
still shines back upon us from the tomb, and, in hours of doubt 
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and difficulty, will long continue to guide us in the paths of 
safety and truth. He asserted the very theory on which I now 
proceed; that is, that the Legislature had not called that con- 
vention. It had but proposed it to the people. The people had 
adopted the proposition by their votes, and called the conven- 
tion themselves, and had prescribed certain duties and limits, 
and imposed an oath for their observance. Hear his own clear 
and forcible language: 

"The State Legislature had indeed no authority to impose an 
oath upon the members of the convention, but the people had 
ratified the act of the Legislature by choosing delegates under 
it. According to the theory of our government, all political power 
was derived from the people, and when they chose to make a 
grant of power, they might make a plenary or restricted grant, 
might give it all or in part. The Legislature, by the act, proposed 
to the people a convention, with the powers, restrictions and 
limitations set forth in the act. It was, as it came from the Legis- 
lature, no more than a proposition or recommendation. It must 
originate somewhere, and with no body could it have originated 
with so much propriety as in that which represented the people, 
for Legislative purposes. The proposition having been sanctioned, 
it became the act of the people, but it has been sanctioned pre- 
cisely as it was proposed. Such a convention as is proposed in the 
act of Assembly, and no other, has been called; and therefore, 
that act, so sanctioned, must be regarded as our power of Attor- 
ney. If we transcend the limits, or refuse obedience to the condi- 
tions therein provided, we are not the convention called by the 
people, but a self-constituted body, etc." 

This statement of principles, so lucid and just, settled the 
question that the convention was called by the people, and was 
restricted by them, and the Legislature had only proposed the 
convention to the people upon a certain basis, and done nothing 
more. The convention, with a few dissenting votes, organized 
and acted accordingly. And in the preamble to the amended con- 
stitution, the convention sets forth that, "whereas the General 
Assembly had enacted, that polls should be opened to ascertain 
whether it was the will of the freemen of North Carolina that 
there should be a convention, to consider of certain amendments 
proposed to be made to the constitution, and did further direct 
that if a majority of all the votes polled by the freemen of North 
Carolina should be in favor of such a convention, the Governor 
should, by Proclamation, announce the fact, and thereupon, the 
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freemen aforesaid should elect delegates, etc.,: and whereas a 
majority of the freemen of North Carolina did by their votes, at 
the polls so opened, declare their will that a convention should 
be had, to consider, etc.; and the Governor did by Proclamation 
announce the fact that their will had been so declared, and an 
election of delegates was accordingly had: Now, therefore, we, 
the delegates of the good people, etc., submit to the determina- 
tion of the qualified voters of the State the following amendments, 
etc." Thus showing that they considered their power derived 
from the will of the freemen of the State, expressed by their votes 
at the polls. It is then established beyond controversy, that that 
was a constitutional and legitimate mode of originating a con- 
vention, and that it was then acted upon. 

But I am told that it is now prohibited by a clause in the 
amendments of 1835, in these words: "No Convention of the 
people shall be called by the General Assembly, unless by the 
concurrence of two-thirds of all the members of each House of 
the General Assembly." Let us examine it. It is a prohibition— 
upon whom? The General Assembly, unless two-thirds concur. 
Against doing what? Calling a Convention,—exercising their au- 
thoritative power to bring into existence a body with power over 
the Constitution. For it is manifestly intended that if majorities 
of two-thirds do concur, they may direct a Convention to be 
elected and assembled, with full power to annul the whole Con- 
stitution, and substitute another in its stead, without consulting 
the people at first, or submitting it to them at last. The Legisla- 
ture evidently has no power to limit a Convention, or to require 
it to submit its work to the people. Against a Convention with 
such powers, and such irresponsibility, this provision, was intend- 
ed to guard. But upon that safe and tried method of a proposition 
by the Legislature to the people, and a call by the people them- 
selves, it has no operation. Restraining and disabling provisions 
upon the power of the people are to be strictly construed. They 
had the right to call a Convention, and the Legislature had the 
power to provide them the means for the exercise of that right 
in 1835, as we have seen. Does a prohibition on the Legislature 
against calling a Convention itself take away either this right of 
the people, or the power of the Legislature to provide for its 
exercise? 

I am corroborated in this view by what occurred in the Con- 
vention. First, a committee reported a mode of amending the 
Constitution by what is called the Legislative method. Taking 
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it for granted that that did not exclude the power to resort to 
Conventions as another means of amending, Mr. Meares, of Samp- 
son, proposed an article "so that no Convention of the people 
should hereafter be called, except by the concurrent vote of two- 
thirds of each House of the General Assembly." Deb. Con. 369. 
Did this pass? If it had, I should have surrendered the question. 
But Mr. Giles, of Rowan, and others remonstrated; and after 
debate, Mr. Meares modified "his amendment so as [to] provide 
that no Convention shall hereafter be called by the General As- 
sembly, except by the concurrent vote of two-thirds of each House. 
Mr. Giles said he was perfectly satisfied, and the amendment in 
that shape was adopted. Deb. Con. 372,3. Now, what was the dif- 
ference? The first proposition was general, and prevented the call 
of a Convention in any way, except by the concurrence of two- 
thirds of each House, and was tantamount to saying no Conven- 
tion shall be called, either by the people or by the General As- 
sembly, except with the previous concurrence of two-thirds of each 
House of the General Assembly. Upon remonstrance being made, 
Mr. Meares modifies, so as to leave out the restraint on the people, 
and confine the power to call in the General Assembly to a two- 
thirds vote, leaving to the people the right which they had had, 
and under which that convention was then sitting. And if the 
right remained to them, the power and duty of the General As- 
sembly, in a proper case, to provide a remedy, is not taken away, 
by forbidding it to call a convention, except by two-thirds. For, 
according to the opposite construction, even two-thirds could not 
submit the question to the people, of whether they will have a 
convention, but must themselves call it, or there can be none at 
all. 

Again, we have had three conventions in North Carolina to 
change the constitution since its original adoption in 1776—one 
which met at Hillsboro' in July 1788, with power to deliberate on 
the Federal Constitution, and to establish a permanent seat of 
Government. It rejected the Federal Constitution, and fixed the 
seat of Government near Isaac Hunter's plantation, in Wake 
county. Another, which met at Fayetteville, in November, 1789, 
again to consider the Federal Constitution and the expediency of 
allowing the town of Fayetteville a member of the General As- 
sembly. It adopted the constitution of the United States, and al- 
lowed a member to the town of Fayetteville. Both of these conven- 
tions were called by the General Assembly, both made changes 
in the constitution; the last a most important change, by adding 
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North Carolina to the Union of States, and giving a new repre- 
sentative in the Legislature to a borough town, and neither ever 
submitted its work to the people for ratification. Now, sir, the 
convention of 1835 is not only presumed to have known, but, 
from the characters of the men who composed it, it did know, the 
political history of the State, and their language is to be inter- 
preted with reference to it. They knew that two conventions had 
been called by the General Assembly of 1788 and 1789, and that 
that in which they were in 1835 was called by the people. When, 
therefore, they laid their inhibition upon the General Assembly 
not to call any more conventions, with power to bind the people, 
as had been done in 1788-9, they are not to be understood as 
applying this inhibition to the right of the people themselves, or 
to the Legislature against aiding them in its exercise. The narrow 
maxims derived from the common law—a system designed to 
prescribe rules of action to individuals, such as that we cannot 
aid others to do what we are forbidden to do ourselves, have no 
application to the great departments of government. The Legis- 
lature, the most important of these departments, is forbidden to 
do many things itself, which it is its bounden duty to provide the 
means to enable other departments or the people to do. Examples 
of this are too obvious and abundant to require specification. 

Sir, since 1835, the doctrine we are discussing has received much 
illustration from certain proceedings in the State of Rhode Island. 
In 1842, a portion of the people of that State undertook to change 
the constitution, against the wishes of the Legislature, and the 
other departments of government. They proceeded, by public 
town or county meetings, elected delegates, formed a constitution, 
professed to have elected a Mr. Dorr under it, and claimed to 
supersede the officers under the old constitution. Civil War ensued. 
Dorr was put to rout, as he deserved to be, and took refuge else- 
where. But one of his followers, being arrested by the authorities 
of the old government, brought a suit for trespass and false im- 
prisonment, on the ground that the Dorr constitution was in 
force. The State officers justified under the authority of the old 
constitution, and thus the cause was carried to the Supreme Court 
of the United States. The report of it is before me. The Court 
did not consider the question of what constitution was in force; 
a judicial one, as prescribed by the pleadings for their decision. 
But Mr. Webster was the counsel of the old government, a States- 
man and Jurist, as renowned for the conservatism of his senti- 
ments, as for the depth, the force, and range of his thoughts and 
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information. He argued the whole subject elaborately. And while 
he justly condemns the unauthorized proceedings of Dorr and his 
followers, he puts the condemnation upon the ground, that he 
acted against the authority of the existing government; and every- 
where admits by fair implication, that if Dorr's proceedings had 
had the sanction of the government, an act of the Legislature, for 
example, providing for the determination of the question of con- 
vention, and the choice of delegates, they would have been legiti- 
mate and constitutional. 

Sir, before taking leave of this argument, let me direct your at- 
tention again to a constitutional reservation of power to the 
people, which should not be overlooked in the consideration of 
this question. In the Bill of Rights, which is part of the same con- 
stitution which contains the inhibition I have quoted at length, 
there is this declaration: "That the people of this State ought to 
have the sole and exclusive right of regulating the internal gov- 
ernment and police thereof." This secures a right. But how shall 
it be exercised? The people cannot proceed in its exercise by 
making changes in the regulations of government, without the 
approbation of the existing government. This would be to com- 
mit the mistake of Dorr. But, if such is their right, is it not with- 
in the power of the Legislature, and is it not its duty, when an 
emergency has arisen requiring its exercise, to provide the means 
for that exercise? If not, then they have an abstract right, but 
there is no means of asserting it in practice. 

I trust that the authority of the Legislature to adopt the pro- 
visions of this amendment, and the right of the people to call a 
convention, are now vindicated. It presents by far the most just, 
fair, and conservative mode of constitutional amendment. Fears, 
I know, are entertained from the action of mere majorities of the 
Legislature. But those who express them forget that there is still 
another ordeal to undergo before the constitution can be touched, 
whose wisdom, moderation and conservatism, I think, they under- 
value; and that is the vote of a majority of the people. Those of 
this State have not been very prone to change. If they believe the 
occasion not sufficient, they will vote against convention. If they 
determine for it, they will take such security in the election of 
delegates, who are to be selected, you will observe, by federal popu- 
lation, exactly as the members of the present House of Com- 
mons, as to prevent great harm; or, if disappointed in this, they 
will reject their work at the polls. In either case, we shall have 
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an end of agitation about the organic law, and the State will ad- 
vance in her new career of improvement, I trust, with redoubled 
steps. 

From Hugh Waddell. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

Dec'r 14th, 1854. 

May I task y'r kindness to consult with our friend Gilmer in 
preparing a Bill granting a Charter to the "Gillis Copper Mining 
Company",50 of which I think I have said something to you. 

We have had not only the highest opinions given of its value 
by sundry Professors, & had the ore analyzed in N. Y. but have 
had recently the first Practical miner in the State to examine it, 
(a Capt. Eudey, a Cornish Miner, who has for some time been in 
command of the McCulloch mine) and he confirms all the Pro- 
fessors had previously said. 

The Company have requested me to see to the procurence of 
a Charter, and as we hope upon obtaining it, to raise a Stock- 
fund to work the mine, it is very important that we should obtain 
the Charter as soon as possible. 

The names of the owners are, Willis Lewis, Johnson B. Jones,51 

Tho's Brown Venable,52 H. Waddell, Leonidas C. Taylor, and 
Richard P. Taylor, who now own the whole, but as usual after 
naming them you will add "and their associates." The Capital 
Stock to consist of 10,000 shares of $100. each, and though a mil- 
lion looks large, yet Eudey says in 3 years it will not look so very 
extravagant. I know I need only ask y'r attention to it to secure 
your best offices. 

The notice required by Law of 30 days, Mr. Venable says has 
been given by advertisement in "the Standard" but as I never see 
(or wish to) that veracious sheet, I will not vouch for this. 

#    *    #    *    * 

In common with all good citizens I have deplored the fate of 
our poor, dishonored State. Good God, what have we done as a 

60 The Gillis mine was in Granville County, just on the Virginia line, and close 
to the present town of Virgilina, Virginia. 

61 Johnston B. Blakeley Jones (1814-1889), a native of Chatham County, attended 
the University, the Medical College of South Carolina, and also studied in Paris. 
He practiced in Chapel Hill and later in Charlotte, where he was a partner of 
Joseph Graham. 

63 Thomas Brown Venable, of Granville County, eldest son of Abraham Venable, 
later a major in the Confederate army. 
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State, to deserve the infliction of such disgrace as the sending lit- 
tle Reid & Mr. Riggs, (as I see he is called by the Union News- 
paper) to the Senate? I suppose the respectable part of the Dem- 
ocratic party are now sick of putting the tail ahead as they did 
when little Reid was made Gov'r and Holden S'd Chancellor; 
indeed I heard at Hillsboro' lately a certain respectable Demo- 
crat while lamenting the result, was told, "you might have ex- 
pected it, Sir, those who choose to push the vehicle backwards and 
downwards may not be surprised if it should not stop till it gets 
to the foot of the hill." 

Present me kindly to our Whig friends who may still remember 
there is such a man living as 

Y'r friend and serv't. 

From Francis L. Hawks. U. 

New York, 

Dec'r 18th., 1854. 

I received yours and was not disappointed in finding that the 
time for suggesting a scientific survey was unpropitious just now. 
My last No. Carolina paper informed me that Mr. Meares had 
brought forward the subject of a scientific & military school.53 It 
immediately occurred to me that (as I had some little reputation 
here for scientific attainments, more, probably than I deserve) 
I might do some good for the dear old State, and possibly find 
for myself, within her borders, congenial pursuits in which I 
might be useful to her, and at any rate, consecrate to her my last 
labours. The result was the accompanying paper, which I con- 
fide entirely to your discretion. I have kept no copy of it, and 
therefore pray you to preserve the original. I should be glad too 
to have Mr. Waddell see it, because he has one from me on a 
kindred subject. 

If you think it best, you are at liberty to show it to Mr. Meares, 
(whom I do not know) or to make any use of such parts of it as 

are not personal, as you please, provided always, no part of it be 
printed. 

If any thing grows out of Mr. Meares' movement (and the word 
military may make it pass) I leave it to you to bring my name to 

68 Gaston Meares, of Brunswick County, on December 8, introduced a bill in the 
Commons to create a scientific and military school and a state arsenal. It died in 
committee. 
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notice, or not, as you may think best. I cannot, at this distance, 
judge, as you can, upon the ground. If the matter is a political 
affair, I cannot be concerned in it. If it be bona fide a Scientific 
school, I am very willing to help it. But I am, as you know, com- 
fortable here, & therefore have no temptation in point of money 
to ask any thing of the State. If she wants me, she must ask me, 
because she thinks I can do her work properly, & will do it faith- 
fully. If she desires me, and those who manage her interests in this 
behalf, want an interview with me, I shall be happy to afford it, 
provided always the end in view be really a Scientific school at the 
South. 

We want one there so much, that I would do a great deal to 
get one up; and of course I prefer that it should be in No. Caro- 
lina. 

Beside, it would give me some chance to get on with the history 
of the State, for I cannot write it properly and truly here. I must 
be where the documents are. 

Yours very affectionately, 

[Enclosure] 

Instructors. 

1. Principal in department of studies, and professor of Eng- 
lish, etc. 

2. Professor of Mathematics. 
3. Professor of Chemistry, Mineralogy, and Geology. 
4. Professor of Mechanics and Engineering. 
5. Principal in department of discipline, and Military Tac- 

tician. 
Mathematical tutors—2. 
Practical assistant in Laboratory—1. 

Tutor in Mechanics and Civil Engineering—1. 
Five professors and Four tutors—Total Nine. 
Besides these, there would be required in the work-shops, etc., 
1 Workman in iron and other metals 
1 Workman in Wood. 
1 Agriculturist, understanding practical manipulations. 

There would also be needed, 
1—From 20 to 40 Acres of cleared land for agricultural experi- 

ment and illustration. 
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1—Smith's Shop furnished. 
1—Carpenter's do   do— 
1—Chemical laboratory—furnished— 
1—Museum containing apartments 

I for tools and models. 
II for Minerals and Geological specimens 

Barracks and drill room for students )   These over workshops, 
( laboratory,   and   Mu- 

Dormitories for students )  seums. 
1, Library room and Chapel. 
5, Residences for Professors. 
1, Refectory and kitchens. 
All the above named should be in one enclosure, surrounded by 
a good, strong wall. 
This statement is made on the supposition that arrangements 
are permanently made at once for the institution. In such case 
the above named would be required, and indeed, would call for 
additional edifices as the institution went on. But at first, prob- 
ably, the school would be conducted in such buildings as could 
be rented and would afford temporary accommodations. 

The cost per annum of the officers, etc., above named, would 
be about as follows:— 
1.—Principal in department of studies—a residence 

and $2500. 
2.—Professor of Mathematics        Do 2000. 
3.—Professor of Chemistry        Do 2000. 
4.—Professor Mechanics and Engineering — Do 2000. 
5.—Military Tactician      1500. 
6.-Four Tutors @ $500. each   2000. 

$12000. 

I have put down the maximum. Good professors would cost 
from $1500 to $2000, according to capacity and experience. The 
Tactician and Tutors would not be obtained at much less than 
the prices above named. 
Smith, Carpenter, and Agriculturist, at monthly wages — $ 
Rent of buildings, ground, etc.,  
Cost of various apparatus   

(I cannot tell what these items would amount to, I think how- 
ever, it would be safe to put the probable outlay the first year 
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at $15,000. in subsequent years it would be less. Against this is 
to be placed the probable receipts from the students.) 

If the State should see fit to establish the institution, and pay all 
the expenses; then all the moneys received from pupils should 
go into the State treasury. The State might also reserve the right 
of placing in the institution one youth from each County, whose 
instruction should be gratituitous. 

Discipline. 

1—The supreme control should be in the Governor, and other 
State officers, and in certain gentlemen elected by the Legislature. 
The whole number should not be large, elected without reference 
to political opinions, but known as really friends & patrons of 
science, who from patriotism will take pride in the school, & 
seek to advance its interests.— 
2.—All the details of the internal government should be left ex- 
clusively to the officers of the school. The government must be 
military, and the cadets, like soldiers, must feel that their officers 
have absolute power of commanding and enforcing obedience. It 
is easy to provide checks against a tyrannous abuse of power in ex- 
treme cases. As at West Point, the students should 

1. Wear an uniform dress, & undergo daily drill. 
2. Be allowed no money, but substitute for it, within the 

walls, tickets which the suttler receives as money for neces- 
saries. 
(These two regulations at once abolish all distinctions be- 
tween the rich & poor students, so that their relative con- 
dition in life is actually unknown among the cadets.) 

3. Every cadet should be taken for a fixed period on trial; and 
if found deficient, in either capacity or character, at the 
end of that period, should be quietly dismissed. 

4. The regulations for internal government should be made 
by the officers, and the enforcement of them, should be the 
especial duty of the Military Tactician. 
This is something like a skeleton of what the institution 
should be; tho' there are an hundred details which cannot 
here be mentioned. 

Now, for carrying them into effect. That the enterprize, if properly 
conducted, would prove successful, I have no doubt. It would 
draw students from the South and West, as well as from No. Caro- 
lina, and might be made as efficient in scientific training as is 
West Point. It would be the West Point of the South; and South- 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 577 

ern people cannot learn too soon that they had better educate 
their children at home. They spend annually at the North far 
more money than would be needed to make this school equal to 
any in Europe or America. 

If the State, as such, resolves to undertake it, let an appropria- 
tion be at once made for the first year, of some $15,000. or even 
$20,000. to make a beginning. $10,000. will suffice for the second 
year. I do not believe that these appropriations would, with proper 
economy, be exhausted in the first and second years; but it is best 
to know that the money is at hand, if needed. Let 40 or 50 acres 
of land be bought and the buildings commenced, on proper and 
well digested plans of the edifices required by the whole institu- 
tion in a complete state; these of course would indicate the works 
of immediate necessity, as also the contemplated future expansion. 
As to the locality of the school, perhaps the vicinity of Raleigh 
would be best; though there are reasons which make contiguity 
to some spot on navigable water desirable. At Raleigh, however, 
it would come more under the eye of the legislature, and of citi- 
zens from all parts of the State.—But locality is a second considera- 
tion. 

Let the Gov'r and other directors select some individual as prin- 
cipal, in whom they have confidence, who as their agent will 
undertake, ab initio, the entire superintendance of procuring 
plans, obtaining proper professors, suitable apparatus, etc. 

Let all contracts for building, however, etc., be made by the 
directors, and paid for by them, out of the appropriated funds, 
which should be left at their entire disposal, they of course ren- 
dering an account to the legislature of their disbursements. Let the 
principal of the school be also required to communicate to the 
legislature at each session, an exact statement of it's condition, and 
of all that has been done in it since his last report. 

If it be deemed desirable to commence as soon as possible, then 
if suitable ground and buildings can be temporarily procured, 
let a principal be appointed, and an organization be made at 
once. Under the most favorable circumstances, however, opera- 
tions could not be advantageously commenced before September 
1855. 

If, however, the State is not disposed to commit itself to the 
enterprize; but would prefer previous experiment, then let it 
make that experiment in the following mode. 

Let it say that it will provide ground and suitable buildings, 
(by renting them temporarily)  and will appropriate $12,000. for 
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the first year, and $8,000. for the second to any competent scien- 
tific principal; or to any competent association of scientific men 
who will undertake to found and put in operation the institution 
on the plan herein set forth; he, or they, providing all necessary 
professors, apparatus, etc., and let the right be reserved by the 
State, at the expiration of two years, or three, of taking the insti- 
tution as a State institution, and putting it on a permanent basis. 
If this plan be preferred, then it must be understood that the en- 
tire and unqualified control of the institution in all particulars, 
must be confided to the individual, or individuals who thus under- 
take to found it, while the experiment is in progress, and until the 
State adopts it as one of her institutions. Scientific men are not 
apt to be rich, and live by their labour. If good for any thing, 
they can find employment at remunerating prices, and cannot 
therefore afford to take risks for the public benefit which may 
hopelessly embarrass them in pecuniary difficulties. The sum 
named will not support the institution, $10,000 of it at least will 
be required for professors, but they would hope to derive addi- 
tional means from the payment made by cadets. They would 
probably do no more than make sure such salaries as they know 
they can get here. 

I do not admire this last plan, for I do not consider the school 
as at all an experiment; if managed properly I am sure of its 
triumphant success. I think the State should take it at once, on its 
shoulders, and resolve that it shall be established, and made, too, 
the institution of the South. Still I can find scientific men who 
will join me in making the experiment on the plan above named. 
I am persuaded it would succeed, and would not be afraid to un- 
dertake it, but I think it better on all accounts that the State 
should do it. If the State does undertake it, and deems me compe- 
tent and worthy to be placed in trust as its head, she must re- 
quest me to become so, for I cannot obtrude myself upon her. 
When she does ask me (if she ever does) she will find that I have 
not forgotten that I am one of her sons, ready to work for her 
honor and prosperity "to the last gasp of truth and loyalty." 

There is one incidental advantage resulting from the estab- 
lishment of such a school, with which I close what I have to say. 

By its agency, the State might, after a while, accomplish many 
of its scientific explorations, and observations, with great economy. 
If the geological survey should be stopped, (I pray it may not be) 
the field exercises with the fourth class with its professor might 
in some degree supply the deficiency. If a survey is wanted of the 
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route of a contemplated rail road, if on any scientific question the 
legislature desires information that is disinterested, let it refer 
the question to the school, as its legitimate, scientific adviser. Ex- 
plorations, or scientific investigation of any kind can be made 
without injury to the cadets, and at no more expense than that 
of their actual living while thus employed. 

Their summer marches and encampments in vacation, may not 
only teach them life under the tent, but also be made subservient 
to the purposes of science. Verbum sap. 

Very affectionately Yours 
N. York, Dec'r 18th., 1854. 

Outline of a plan for a Scientific & Military School 
in North Carolina. 

1. Course of study. 

(a) This, like the college curriculum, should occupy four years. 
It is easy to make scientific smatterers in less time. But we want in 
No. Carolina scientific men; and it must be remembered that the 
material we have to work on will be youths who have had very 
little if any severe preliminary training, and we therefore have 
to commence from the very foundation. 
(b) The following branches of study are the fewest in number 
with which a school can be organized, professing to be really 
scientific, viz. 

The English language & studies thereto belonging, including 
particularly, Physical Geography,—Mathematics pure, mixed, and 
applied,-— Chemistry, theoretical and applied,—Mineralogy and 
Geology,—Mechanics, and Engineering, Civil and Military. These 
would be distributed as follows. 

First year. English, including a critical knowledge of its sources 
and rules, and an acquaintance with its literature,—composition- 
geography, local and physical—ready penmanship. 

Mathematics from the very elements of numbers upwards, 
studied analytically; no more knowing mathematical or arith- 
metical rules and working out results mechanically; but under- 
standing why they are rules. 

These two subjects, pursued properly, will furnish ample em- 
ployment for one year, and lay a solid foundation for a scientific 
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superstructure. Beside, they will test the fitness of a youth for 
scientific pursuits. There is many a very clever boy, who, from 
the character of his mind, can never be made a scientific man. 

Second year. Mathematics, and English, still continued. Less 
time given to the latter. 

Chemistry—theoretical purely, confined to the laboratory. The 
great laws and principles fully explained and illustrated. 

Mineralogy—Taught in the Cabinet, and followed in the field, 
by mineralogical excursions with the professor. 

Third year—Geology.—Taught in the Cabinet chiefly during 
this year, and illustrated by specimens and drawing. 

I—Coal—Its formation and history, physical and commercial. 
II—Metallic Ores—Practical chemical analysis of them, 

quantitative and qualitative—Reduction of ore to metals. 
Ill—Building stone—Nature and quality of different kinds, com- 

parative strength of each. Chemical composition of each, influence 
of atmospheric and other disintegrating influences on each. 

Mechanics. A perfect knowledge of the mechanical powers. 
Mathematical computation of the principles of resistance. 

Engineering Civil. Principles involved. Sciences necessary to 
be understood and applied. 

Engineering Military.—Principles of construction in fortifica- 
tions, military roads, crossing rivers, sapping and mining, etc. 

Fourth year.—This is the year in which the pupil is taught to 
apply what he has learned to the practical purposes of life; and 
if he has safely reached this year without dismissal, he can be 
made a man of.—It is a year of ceaseless bodily and mental labor. 

Geology in its applications. 
I—Economic geology—i.e. what geological products can be made 

commercially profitable. 
II—Agricultural geology.—Formation and ingredients of soils. 

Influence of geological formation on vegetation. 
Ill—Geology applied to mines and mining. 

Ventilation of mines, and drainage of water. 
Ores—chemical analysis, smelting, assaying. 
Rock boring and blasting. 

(Accompanied by models of mines in all parts of the world, and 
personal examination of the most remarkable that are accessible.) 

Chemistry in its applications. 
I—Agriculture—practical analysis of vegetable products. 

"    soils. 
"    fertilizers, 

laws of vegetation. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 581 

(all this accompanied by practical experiments on the grounds 
provided for that purpose by the school.) 

II—Steam in its various applications. 
Ill—Gas in its practical effects—various kinds—mode of produc- 

tion—economics of production—lighting cities and towns. 
IV—Fuel, its various kinds and applications. 
Mechanics in its applications. 
I—Agriculture—Agricultural implements—models. Farm build- 
ings — Farm machinery — Motive powers — Animal — Wind — 

Water—atmospheric pressure. 
II—Architecture—Edifices public and private—design—Material 
—Bridges—Mills. 
Engineering Civil. 
I—Agricultural engineering—draining—ditching—embanking— 

boring—turning water courses. 
1I—Topographical— 
Surveying.— (A State survey might after a while be scientifically 

made by a class in its fourth year, as practice merely, and at com- 
paratively small cost.) 

Roads & road making of the common kind. 
Rivers navigable by nature, improved. 
Canals. 
Macadamized, Charcoal and plank roads. 
Rail Roads. 
Tunneling. 
Harbours. 
Engineering Military. 
Fortification—Batteries—artillery practice—ball-bombs. 
Shells—Cannon of all kinds. 
Mining and countermining. 
Beseiging. 
flying artillery. 
This is a mere outline, intended to give some idea of the gen- 

eral course of training which a military and scientific school 
should pursue. Many particulars are necessarily omitted. The 
military feature is a decided advantage, for several reasons. 

1. The discipline can be better sustained, and is helped by the 
pride of the pupil. 

2. Men qualified will be spread over the State as officers for the 
militia. The militia can thus soon be made effective. 

3. The only scientific school in the U. States, worthy of the 
name is at West Point. The reason is, that there the discipline 
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enables the instructors to command that severe mental applica- 
tion which is indispensable to sound scientific attainments. It is 
hard work to become really a man of science; and it is a curious 
fact that every effort yet made, even with the most ample means, 
as at Cambridge, for instance, to engraft a full scientific course 
on any of our ordinary colleges, devoted chiefly to classical learn- 
ing, has proved a failure. On this subject the present writer has 
felt obliged, from a careful observation of the various experiments 
that have been made, to relinquish his former opinions; and he 
is now satisfied that a much more rigorous discipline is necessary 
to make scientific men. 

4. The military drill may be made eminently conducive to 
health by aiding in muscular development, and the formation 
of the figure. Living under the tent, too in the field, inures to 
hardship and privations; while habits of self control become 
habitual to a young man whose obedience to command is rendered 
by him as a soldier, and so far from implying degredation, be- 
comes a point of honour. 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

December 21st., 1854. 

I have observed with much interest the proceedings of the leg- 
islature, in hopes that something efficient may be done for the 
Good Old State. It is certainly of great importance that we should 
lay our foundations strongly as we go, and in the present condi- 
tion of our own finances, and in view of the alarming financial 
difficulties which threaten the South, it is difficult to determine 
on the course which prudence and patriotism demand. If sectional 
importunity and impatience could be restrained, our improve- 
ments might go on progressively, with little strain on the resources 
of the State, and probably with a wiser adjustment in reference 
to our public wants. We in this locality are greatly interested 
in the Wilmington and Charlotte Road. Since the construction 
of our Rail Road to Columbia, we find that the administration of 
the South Carolina Roads is not regular with any reference to 
the convenience of North Carolina trade, and that the port charges 
in Charleston and other expenses incidental to our business, are 
extremely oppressive. So long as they have a monopoly of our 
exports, and imports, no concessions are likely to be made on 
this subject, and unless the Wilmington Road is built, the trade 
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of the West, which is collected at Charlotte and Yorkville, will 
find its outlet at Charleston. The Road to Wilmington will 
place this point sixty miles nearer the Seaboard, than by the 
South Carolina Roads. It will bisect a tier of Counties, most of 
which, and certainly the most important of them do, for all 
commercial purposes, constitute a part of South Carolina. These 
peculiar staples will then by this road be greatly enhanced in 
value, and the population accommodated is numerous and meri- 
torious, as they have, for the most part, liberally contributed their 
share to works of improvement, from which they have derived no 
benefit whatever. The work, therefore, appeals as strongly to our 
interest and our pride as any work which can be devised. It cer- 
tainly can not interfere with the North Carolina Rail Road as the 
trade which it will accommodate at its Western extremity, as well 
as laterally on its progress, will in no way be affected by the North 
Carolina Rail Road, or at least to an extent so unimportant as to 
deserve no consideration. The mode in which aid is asked from 
the State is certainly the least objectionable of all modes, and I 
do not doubt but the interest will be promptly paid. I have re- 
peated out of misguided zeal, arguments which will occur to your 
better information. I dislike, I confess, to have my County people 
placed so completely out of the State, as by present arrangements— 
and am tired hearing my town called a suburb of Charleston. 

Jerry, a good and respectable negro is an applicant before the 
legislature for emancipation. He is certainly as deserving of that 
favour as any other person in his condition. Having for a long 
time been released from the restraints of a master's supervision, 
he has conducted himself with great propriety, and his liberation 
would, I believe, give great gratification to a majority of our 
citizens. 

Should you have leisure, I would be pleased to hear from you, 
in regard to matters & things. I had hoped to visit Raleigh, dur- 
ing the session, but I have been for six weeks confined to my 
chamber by a violent attack of inflammatory Rheumatism, from 
which I am only so far recovered as to be able to sit up half the 
day. 

My respects to Mr. Gilmer, who is indebted to me a letter. 
P. S. The failure of several houses in Charleston very recently, 

has created great distress in our community—causing several fail- 
ures, and exposing our banks to some danger of loss. All these 
are arguments in favour of the Wilmington Road, as men do not 
fail in Wilmington. 



584 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

Dec. 27th., 1854. 

A town meeting was held here yesterday to determine, among 
other things, how, and at what point, we should endeavour to 
connect ourselves with the Rail Road—by tram road, or plank 
road?—at Hillsborough, Durhams, or Morris's? 

The location of the road, (I mean the N. C. R. R.) was, in my 
opinion, very unfortunate, both for the State and the stockholder. 
But it cannot be remedied now. The Directors, however, may 
well be urged to lighten the injustice done the University, by 
adopting all reasonable measures to promote our convenience. 

There are many reasons why we should desire to connect our- 
selves with Hillsborough, but insuperable objections are said 
to exist. The strongest is, that the location of your depot is about 
as well adapted to the convenience of Chapel Hill as the original 
location of the road. That it is at a point inconvenient to all, and 
nearly inaccessible to us, and where no one ever went, in the past 
history of your town, except when on his way to the gallows. Is 
it impossible to remedy this difficulty? I do not know whether 
Gov. Morehead or Maj. Gwynn are in Raleigh at present, or 
whether a meeting of stockholders is contemplated. I suppose, 
however, you can devise means of communicating with them 
upon the subject. 

In the next place, if the objection to the location of the Sta- 
tion House can be overcome, what arrangement can be made in 
relation to fare and freight. The passenger from. Raleigh to 
Chapel Hill will, on his arrival at Hillsborough, have overcome 
16 miles of the intervening distance. Will the Company agree to 
charge us only for the distance overcome? Upon these two points 
I wish definite information, before we attempt to proceed further. 

I am by no means certain that it will not be our best interest 
to abandon all idea of a connection with the Rail Road, and 
undertake the construction of a plank road to Raleigh. By crossing 
New Hope, near Farrington's Mill, I understand a much better 
road may be had than the present one, and which for half the dis- 
tance will serve the tripple purpose of uniting us with Raleigh, 
and advancing us pro tan to, towards the Coal fields and Fayette- 
ville. 
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I know you have enough business of your own to attend to at 
present, and if I knew any other way by which I could bring my- 
self advantageously before the corporation, I would spare you the 
trouble, which this note may occasion you. 
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1855 

From Matthias E. Manly. U. 

Newbern, 

Jan. 3rd., 1855. 

I understand some unfavourable opinions are entertained of 
the manner in which the present Company for the extension of 
the Central road from Goldsboro to Beaufort, was formed. 

It seems to me that these are not entirely just. I have been a 
looker on, taking little or no part, & am free, therefore, from any 
bias of interest in the matter. 

The circumstances under which a citizen of this place subscribed 
for a half million of the stock & the object in view, I suppose, has 
been explained to you. It was designed as an expedient to back 
the enemies of the improvement out of the possession of the Char- 
ter. This expedient succeeded, and proved by its success that the 
subscription in question (at Raleigh)  was an inimical one. 

The subscription list since gotten up (by a transfer of stock or 
otherwise) I think will compare favourably in accountability and 
solvency with any stock Co. for a similar purpose in North Caro- 
lina or elsewhere. 

Altho' I have not deemed it proper to take any very active 
part in the organization of the company, I confess I feel a deep 
interest in the improvement. My judgment is, that it will riot 
only greatly benefit this part of North Carolina, but the State 
at large. And I furthermore think this is the turning point in 
the efforts of the friends of the work. If they miss this time, there 
is no telling when our people can be brought to renewal of the 
effort. 

With the State's aid, the extension to Beaufort can be accom- 
plished; without it I do not think it can. 

I have written this note simply to say that the present subscrip- 
tion list of a little upwards of $300,000. is beyond doubt a bona 
fide subscription, and is as responsible as any similar one I have 
known. And I do this at the suggestion of gentlemen here who 
think there is some misapprehension amongst friends at Raleigh 
on this subject. And making this statement, which I have felt 
to be due to my fellow townsmen and to the occasion, I leave the 
matter to be dealt with by you in your legislative capacity, under 
the high sense of duty which, I am sure, has always characterized 
your acts. 
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Cannot something be done to relieve the Judges from the enor- 
mous amount of travelling now imposed on them, by dividing 
the State into two or three districts, and assigning the proper 
number of Judges to each, whose residences may be most conven- 
ient? 

The present arrangement is exceedingly onerous and costly. 

From Peter K. Rounsaville. U. 

Camden, Arkansas, 

January 6th., 1855. 

I hope you will pardon an unintentional delay in answering 
yours—as I have often referred to it for that purpose, and as often 
postponed it, to write concerning some anticipated event, until I 
feel inexcusable in delaying any longer. I am tempted, however, 
to do so, by a thought that has been occupying my mind several 
days, but will answer it this time by the words "more anon." It 
affords me so much real pleasure to get an occasional letter from 
those I prize so highly, both as friends and relatives, that I hope 
our correspondence will not cease in life. 

I regret to state that our sad event has interrupted my corres- 
pondence with several in this relation in North Carolina, and to 
one of my feelings it bears heavily. I might perhaps accomodate 
myself to the sacrifice if no connecting link existed, but I desire 
my child to love those that loved his Mother, and to do so he 
must be reminded of them occasionally, by some token of remem- 
brance. 

It affords me great pleasure to be able to inform you and all 
my friends in Carolina that my health is restored, and I hope I 
shall be able to make more progress in study and business than 
it has been my privilege, from continued ill health, to make since 
I have been in the State. All of our relations and friends in this 
State have and are enjoying fine health. I suppose this State has 
been more fortunate in this respect than any of the Southern 
States the last year. I regard this place as one of the healthiest in 
the United States. 

I am, at this time, keeping house and have the Professor of 
Music in the Female Institute, a Mr. Linden, an accomplished, 
clever Prussian, of five years residence in the country, boarding 
with me for company. He gives me no additional trouble, and 
good music whenever I wish it, and will be of service on the lot 
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in my absence. My woman, Frances, seems very careful, and takes 
great pride in attending to all the household matters, and I give 
myself no concern except in providing the materials. I keep two 
of my negro men at home, (with the small negroes to raise) who 
farm on a small scale, run a waggon, etc., more profitably than 
hired out. Mother & Sister moved into their new house Christmas, 
which left me, as stated, alone. I am improving my house and lots 
as I always intended about this time. I have added a story, & made 
two rooms above stairs, and put a gallery 32 feet long the length 
of my house in front, and with little expense, have a comfortable 
house. 

I have divided my home lot of 8 acres by a 40 foot street, and 
have a front yard of an acre—half of it in Elm shade trees, & half 
for shrubbery. The back of \i/2 acres is planted in rows at right 
angles & diagonally at 16 feet distance, in choice pear, peach, plum, 
cherry, apple, etc., trees, which can be cultivated, excepting the 
space for the other yard buildings. The other 11/2 acres mostly in 
my Garden, Barn, & wood yard. I have fine well and spring water. 
My lot is mostly level. I shall be able to realize a handsome amount 
on the sale of lots around me, and I have 40 acres near at hand, 
and adjoining property is now worth $100. per acre, y4 2c a mile 
from the Court House. I was offered near 50 per cent on a House 
& lot in another part of the place a month since. The place is im- 
proving very rapidly, and I think we will have the largest town 
in this State. Our Rail-road enterprize is progressing rapidly, con- 
sidering the disadvantages we have to contend with. I have sent 
you the Chief Engineer's & accompanying Reports of the officers 
of the Co., to the last Stock Holders meeting. I was re-elected 
Treasurer of the Company. We have 40 miles under contract— 
20 from Mis. River, 5 miles above Gaines' Landing—at Ferguson's 
next, and 20 from this place next to be finished the first of Aug- 
ust. [Except] for the iron, more than half of the work will soon 
be done, and the force is doubled lately. The Contractors—most 
of them domestic—find the contracts more valuable than raising 
Cotton. They are giving from $200. to $300. for laborers and 
negroes. I hired my own and Sister Julia's men for $200. each, and 
I pay their tax. I have hired Sister Julia's negroes at an advance 
of more than $250. over last year. . . . 

. . . The Dr. and myself visited Little Rock the 20th. of Nov., 
(the Legislature being in session) and remained about two weeks, 
and enjoyed ourselves almost as well as if we had been in Raleigh. 
I was one of a Rail-road  (Lobby member)   committee to get a 
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swamp land grant, but found time for all social purposes. Rice,1 

one of our classmates, is a member, having beaten Allen Jones 
Polk2 (another one) of Philips. We also met with Redmond, (a 
member) from Tarboro'. James Williamson,3 president of the 
Memphis & Little Rock Road of Person, a friend of yours, and 
Knox Walker, the two (Lobby members) for the Eastern branch 
of the Cairo & Fulton R.R., which has the Cong, grant of 6 sect's 
of land to the mile. Also Prentice of the L. [RJ Herald. There 
is not much wealth in L, R„ but a good deal of fine society, & 
elegance, and taste in it. 

The Dr. and myself were so well pleased with the Ladies of the 
Conway-Johnston dynasty4 in this State, that we almost persuaded 
to form & propose an alliance, of which we will of course, ap- 
prise you. Our friend Lafayette Witherspoon, a young lawyer in 
this State, (of Ala.) was there with his bride, the accomplished 
daughter of Judge E. Cross,5 formerly in Congress. We made the 
acquaintance of Mass Austell, member from St. Frances, who lives 
in 4 miles of Charles, who saw him and family in Memphis when 
removing out. He was the candidate of the Party for Speaker of 
the House, but another, the Candidate of all the opposites, beat 
him. The same combination elected a Dr. Huey (of Mecklen- 
burgh) of Camden, auditor over the Gov's appointment. It is said 
the third party influence will rule in some things hereafter in 
this State. Since I left, one of our members is dead. A new election 
is ordered, and Democracy, as it was & is, is silent, and wondering 
who will be the member elect. Well, I don't know. Do you? A 
change is needed in this State, for neither worth nor talent now 
rule it. 

1 Either Jameson W. Rice or Dr. William D. Rice, both of Eutaw, Alabama, and 
both contemporaries of the writer at the University of North Carolina. 

2 Allen Jones Polk (1824-1897), a native of Tennessee, who became a planter and 
lawyer in Arkansas. He was a classmate of the writer. He was a member of the 
legislature, 1854-1858, a Confederate major in the Civil War, and a delegate to 
the Convention of 1868. He later moved to Louisville, Kentucky. 

8 James Monroe Williamson (1810-1877), a native of Person County, and a grad- 
uate of the University. He was at one time a member of the Tennessee legislature. 

4 The reference is to the close political union of Elias Nelson Conway (1812- 
1892) and Robert Ward Johnson, already referred to previously. Conway, a native 
of Tennessee, who was educated in Missouri, went to Arkansas in 1823, was auditor 
of the territory, was active in financial affairs and in the promotion of internal 
improvements. He was Governor, 1852-1860, and appointed Johnson to the United 
States Senate. The latter's family connections were wide and highly influential. 
Both men were honest and able. 

5 Edward Cross (1798-1887), a native of Tennessee, who went to Arkansas in 1824, 
and became a Federal judge in 1830. He was Federal surveyor-general, 1836-1838, 
a Democratic Member of Congress, 1839-1845, judge of the state Supreme Court, 
1845-1855, and president of the Cairo & Fulton Railroad, 18554862. 
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It grieves me to see the Old North State in such hands, and 
for the next 4 & 6 years represented in the U. S. Senate by Reid 
& Biggs. And then Sam Hill 6 Speaker of the House. The Whig 
Party kept back young men too long, and the prospect of office 
and reward with the Dem. Party has lost us the rule. But it is some 
consolation to know that Clingman is again disappointed. It seems 
to me that our name is gone, and that a new organization will 
merge most of us, & the balance will vote independently. 

Petition. 

Orange County, N. Carolina. 

We, the undersigned subscribers, do Respectfully petition the 
Honorable General Assembly, now in session, to appoint the Hon. 
Willie P. Mangum a Justice of the peace. 
February the 7th. 1855. 

Benjamin Hester, Benjamin Chambers, John Weaver, E. D. 
Stanfield, G. W. Clements, R. Blacknall, Jno. P. Bailey, Simeon 
Hester, Albert Hester. 
the honerble Jug says ef You will a Point him will serve 

Yours Respectfully 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

Charlotte, N. C, 

Feb. 15th., 1855. 

The 10th. section of the Act incorporating Davidson College, 
restricts the estate, real and personal, which the institution is at 
any time capable of holding, to $200,000. Recently, Mr. Maxwell 
Chambers7 of Salisbury died, and by his will has left the institu- 
tion a sum which will at least equal the amount specified by the 
act. Future charities will hereafter be cut off, unless the restric- 
tion in the Charter should be removed. My object is to request 

6 Samuel P. Hill, of Caswell County, who was a Member of the Commons, 1850- 
1856, 1860. He was state Senator, 1856-1858. 

7 Maxwell Chambers (1788-1855), of Salisbury, made a considerable fortune by 
buying cotton in North Carolina and selling it in Charleston where he lived for 
a time. He was also in business in New Orleans. He prospered and began his gifts 
for public benefit in 1852. 
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you to introduce a bill repealing the 10th. section of the Act of 
incorporation. The whole provision is odious, as tending to re- 
strict charity in a direction where it is most useful to the com- 
munity, and implies a suspicion of fidelity on the part of its 
trustees, which is unreasonable and ridiculous. We cannot put 
up the appropriate buildings, provide the library, and the ap- 
paratus which the advancement of the times demands for the sum 
of two hundred thousand dollars. The provision therefore oper- 
ates an inconvenience and a positive injury to the usefulness of 
the college. And, as it will always educate a portion of the youth 
of the State, the public are interested that its facilities shall be as 
large and liberal as they can be made. Your attention to this 
matter will place the Trustees of this institution under great 
observation. The Bill might be introduced simultaneously in both 
Houses, and tho' the season is advanced, can probably be adopted. 

From Henri Herrisse.8 U. 

Chapel Hill, 

March 7th., 1855. 

Permit me to appeal to your complaisance. 
A meeting of the Trustees is to be held at Hillsboro' Monday 

next. I am acquainted with none of the members, I believe, except 
yourself, and on the strength of the kindness you were pleased to 
show me last Summer, I take the liberty of intrusting the accom- 
panying communication to your obliging care. 

I sent last week by Hon. Hugh Waddell, a petition to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee; and with the advice of a friend, I add today 
a Memorial setting forth the reasons which induce me to solicit 
a permanent situation and an increase of salary. 

I entertain but little hope of success. I am in the way of pro- 
motion of a young man who in addition to excellent qualities of 
his own, may rely upon the warm support of influential friends, 
whilst I am a foreigner, an "intruder," and alone. On the other 
hand, I apprehend that the Committee I allude to is to sit for 

8 Henri Harrisse (1829-1910), bibliographer and historian of the discovery of 
America, and a native of Paris. He taught in South Carolina, and was a student 
at the South Carolina College in 1847. He became an instructor at the University 
of North Carolina, and was constantly in some sort of storm. He was let out in 
1856, taught briefly at Georgetown College, and then became a lawyer in Chicago. 
Becoming interested in historical research and writing, he went to New York in 
1861. Five years later he returned to France where he practiced law and wrote 
for the rest of his life, becoming the foremost authority in his field of history. 
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special purposes, and not likely to assume the responsibility of 
granting my petition. But I owe it to my few friends, I owe it to 
myself as a gentleman, and a teacher who has no other reliance 
for support than his profession, to make an effort, and show that if 
I am removed from the position I hold, it must not be attributed 
to the fault, incompetency, or failure of 

Your most obedient servant and well wisher. 
P. S. I subjoin a copy of the petition I sent last week through 

Mr. Waddell. 

To the Executive Committee 
of the Board of Trustees of the 
University of North Carolina 

Gentlemen: 

When I was appointed an Instructor of the French language 
in this Institution, I received assurance on the part of its Presi- 
dent that, should I give satisfaction, my salary would be increased. 

Nearly two years have now elapsed, and since I am told by 
competent persons (Gov. Swain among them) that "I have given 
more satisfaction than any of my predecessors," I respectfully 
solicit an increase of salary. Allow me to add that the remunera- 
tion I receive at present (600$) is far below the average paid to 
French teachers in the Institutions of this Country, and, I am 
sorry to say, totally inadequate to my wants; Not that I may be 
taxed with extravagance, but the expense of living is much greater 
at Chapel Hill than is generally supposed, and the nature of my 
studies requires the purchase of books which are not in our 
libraries. 

The position I occupy in the University is rather precarious. Not 
only it is not permanent, but I may be turned out of office every 
five months, without a single moment notice. 

I do not desire to place too high an estimate on my merits as 
an Instructor and a gentleman, but permit me to state that my 
own interest, and perhaps the interest of the University, forbids 
me to be again a candidate, unless the position I hold is rendered 
permanent and my salary increased. 

I wish, Gentlemen, that you be so kind as to decide this matter 
before the end of the present session, in order to give me time to 
look abroad for another berth, in case you determine either to re- 
move me, or refuse to grant this respectful petition of 

Your ob't s't. 
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From Edward Stanly. U. 

San Francisco, 

March 15th., 1855. 

By the last mail, I had the pleasure of receiving yours of the 
25th. Jan'y last, from Raleigh, enclosing a draft from the State 
Bk: of No: Ca: on N. Y., for John Jasper Tinnin, a deaf mute 
from Orange County. He called on me shortly after the mail 
came, having received letters informing him I had funds for him. 
You gave me no "trouble" in sending this draft to me, but, on the 
contrary, it gave me great pleasure. The day I devoted to getting 
Mr. Tinnin's clothing, purchasing his ticket, and making him ac- 
quainted with some of the officers of the Steamer, to insure his 
good treatment on the voyage, was the most agreeable day I 
have spent for several months. It relieved my mind, in some de- 
gree, from the severest sorrow of my life,9 and I rejoiced in the 
opportunity afforded me of rendering kindness to one who had 
so many claims on me,—a deaf mute, a North Carolinian, and a 
friend of yours. I believe I did all that could have been done for 
him, certainly all that it was in my power to do. I gave him a 
statement of the disposition of the money, and send you herewith 
also a statement, that you may inform Mr. T's friends what your 
friend did with the funds. 

Draft on N. York  $270.00 
Sold to Bk. premium          2.70 

$272.70 
Paid for Mr. Tinnin 

Ticket for Steamer   $150.00 
for clothing        23.00 
Boots and slippers          5.00 
Exchange on N. Y.          2.75 
Draft on N. York        91.95        $272.70 

I had to give the Bankers more for exchange than they gave 
me—so they live. The bills were paid in Mr. Tinnin's presence, 
he understood every thing, & was grateful for my efforts. The 
draft on New York was—the "First"—endorsed to Mr. Tinnin, 
the "Second" I enclose to you, that in case of accident to him, it 
may be saved for his friend. He has been living in the City for 

Mrs. Stanly had died, December 21, 1854. 
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several months, selling newspapers, he informed me, and though 
he had tried the mines, & had been unsuccessful, he was still 
haunted with the idea that he might, by some chance, get "plenty 
of gold" by trying some of the mines. I succeeded in persuading 
him that his efforts would be attended by a thousand dangers, 
& prevailed on him to make his Mother happy by returning home. 
I hope he may reach home safely, & again I thank you for the re- 
lief afforded me from the overwhelming affliction with which the 
Almighty has visited me. Tinnin remembered you Sc that you had 
"shaken him by the hand." 

I regard with great interest every thing that is doing in the 
Legislature of No. Ca. connected with internal improvements. 
You have great reason to be proud of the early and decided stand 
you took upon this subject, and I hope every year will give you 
more and more satisfaction, that you did much to advance the 
welfare of that State which has been proud of you, & to whose 
interests you have been devoted. 

When you meet our good friends Gilliam & Mebane, tell them 
I think of them often with undiminished kindness. 

The "Know nothings" have made themselves felt in Cal. & have 
done some good. I have not become a member, though tempted 
to do so, by the offer of a Judgeship worth $7,500. a year. I have 
acted on principle in declining to be a Mason or Odd-fellow, or a 
member of any secret society, & have lived too long with a name, I 
hope, free from reproach, to depart from principle for the sake of 
reward. I concur in the necessity of some reform in the natural- 
ization laws, but not in proscribing men, on account of their re- 
ligious opinions. I am a zealous protestant, trying to be a Christian, 
but wish to allow every man the privilege of worshipping God as 
he pleases, and free from proscription, because his opinions differ 
from mine. I feel no malice, I trust, against any man, and, while 
uncharitableness is a sin, it is not right as a man or a Christian, to 
hold in equal esteem the worthy and the unworthy. One of those 
very active in getting up a K. N. organization in N. C, I know 
to be as selfish as he is destitute of generosity and courage. There 
has been no public man in N. C. who has been honored with her 
confidence, of whom he has not been envious. I could not, under 
any circumstances, do him a personal injury, but I have never 
known any man, who ought more earnestly to pray, and whose 
friends ought to pray for him, that he may be delivered from 
"pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy: from envy, hatred and malice 
and all uncharitableness."—I am sorry I have referred to him. 
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When you see Judges Nash and Battle, please present my kind- 
est respects. I reflect with great pleasure that I contributed my 
mite in electing them to their present positions, thus rendering 
the State some service. 

With kind regards to Mrs. Graham, and continuing wishes for 
your welfare, believe me, 

Truly yours, 

When you see Judge Mangum, remember me to him kindly. 

From John M. Morehead. U. 

Greensboro', 

March 27th., 1855. 

Your favor is received. The means of the Road are entirely ex- 
hausted, and we are unable to take iron out of Rail and bring it 
on the Road. I was well aware this would be our condition, last 
Winter, when I so urgently pressed the passage of the Bill for our 
relief. 

I see nothing to prevent the whole track-laying from standing 
still until after 14th. April, when the Roads are to be sold. I have 
resorted to every expedient in my power to keep going this long. 
I am now out of expedients, and my financial tact is exhausted. 

I regret the extremity to which we are reduced, but I cannot 
help it. A debt of $2,000. due on 1st. April, and payable at the 
State Bank I fear will have to be protested for non-payment. 
Would you believe it, that neither the Banks here or at Raleigh 
will loan the amount. 

You know I would be pleased to aid you if I could. 

From William W. Morrison. U. 

Washington, D. C., 

April 2nd., 1855. 
#    #    # 

Our City is now very quiet indeed, and will remain so until 
next Fall. The Virginia elections create some little excitement. 
It is generally supposed they will result as in New Hampshire. 
The President had no idea the Know Nothings could carry his 
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State, and I learn he regrets it more than any result which has 
taken place during his administration. 

The last Congress made a great many appropriations for this 
District. The appropriations to supply the City with water, extend 
the Treasury and Gen'l Post Office buildings, were all passed, and 
have been commenced. 

The work on the Capitol is progressing rapidly, and will be a 
great improvement when completed. 

Willie Mangum has returned to Washington, associated him- 
self with Jennings Pigott, and commenced the practice, or rather, 
taken an office and waiting for practice. He is a good hearted man, 
and deserves to succeed, but I think it would have been better 
for him if he had never seen Washington. 

I am always gratified to hear from you, & hope you will write 
whenever you have time. . . . 

From John M. Morehead. U. 

Greensboro, 

May 10th., 1855. 

Your favor of the 8th. Inst, is at hand. The draft of which you 
speak in N. Y. for $3,030. if unquestionably good, as doubtless it 
is, I will take readily at 1 per cent,—if it can be paid for in Bonds. 
We have nothing else to pay in. 

I have not been able, to this hour, to get from the Treasurer 
the $53,000. for which he sold bonds. He pays a little at a time. 
Whether he cannot get it in, or not, I cannot say, but I am ex- 
ceedingly be-devil'd about money matters, & I think we have been 
treated badly. I have urged upon the Treasuer all I can, the pay- 
ment of the money. The Road has given me ample power now to 
raise money on the Bonds, which I have no doubt I can do. 

I shall go North on Monday. I think I can get our money mat- 
ters straight in a month if I can get the Bonds from Courts, but 
he is so everlastingly slow, that I fear he will not have them ready 
by harvest. 

I have as yet used only 40—all of which have readily been dis- 
posed of at par, & I sent down today to get more, if he has them 
ready. 

We shall be much relieved by our Iron men agreeing to take 
payment for their Iron in Bonds at par, and our Engine makers, 
Messrs. Norris to take them at $102—or 2 per cent premium. 
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This is to us a great relief. I shall have only to provide for 
freight and duty & current expenses. I think there will be no dif- 
ficulty in paying off our debts and expenses at home with Bonds, 
or their proceeds, sold here. 

I shall not want the $3,030. check to use North if I get it, it 
must be with Bonds at par, & I should, forthwith, let one of our 
Banks have it for N. C. paper to pay out here. If this can be done, 
I will certainly try to aid you to the extent you ask. Although I 
believe we are enjoined from paying you, yet we could take your 
Bonds for the amount until the Injunction is dissolved. 

If the money is not raised in this way, I cannot aid you until 
my return from the North. By the bye, could you not take a Bond, 
and make it answer your purpose—your own Bond in its place, 
until the dissolution of the Injunction, will answer? 

I will do any thing to aid you I can, not inconsistent with my 
duty, and that you will not require. 

I expect to leave for the North on Sunday's Stage, & shall pass 
through your town on Sunday night. 

I am worried out of my life, almost, with the Rail Road, and 
am determined to quit the Presidency, and am exceedingly anxious 
you should take it—if it was only long enough to finish it. If you 
will not, will Graves take it? I shall see him next Monday. I wish 
nothing said about it. Let the malcontents concentrate all their 
conspiracies against me, and it will prevent them from combining 
against another. 

I shall not certainly run again, if it can well be avoided—but I 
will not say I will not, for if the friends of the Road deem its 
interests endangered by my withdrawal, I will never abandon it 
until finished, no matter [what] may be my personal sacrafice. 

But if we can get the right sort of a President, there will be no 
further use for me. 

From Coleman Sessions.10 U. 

Chapel Hill, 

May 19th., 1855. 

I have to ask of you, on the part of the Dialectic Society, to sit 
for your portrait. By so doing you will confer a great honor upon 
the Hall, and pleasure to each and every member of it. 

10 Coleman  Sessions   (d.  1858), of New  Orleans, who  was graduated  from   the 
University in  1856. 
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From Coleman Sessions. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

May 22nd., 1855. 

Your communication of the 21st. inst. is at hand, affording 
much satisfaction to the members of the Dialectic Society, by 
your compliance with our request. 

It was the wish of the Society, some sessions ago, to have your 
portrait among those that now adorn our Hall; but as we knew 
of no skilful artist, in reaching distance, we were obliged to defer 
it. Mr. Brown11 is the man we have had our eyes upon, and we 
hope he will be as successful in taking your portrait as he was in 
taking that of Mr. Mebane,12 our first President. Mr. G. N. Thom- 
son,13 who is now in Hillsboro, is appointed by the Society to act, 
and will confer with you upon the subject. We wish to have the 
portrait finished, if possible, by commencement. 

From John C. Burton.14" U. 

June the 5th., 1855. 

I received Your letter the 22 of May which gave me great Satis- 
faction I will take things as you wrote for them the cotten we 
commence hailing on tuesday and finished on Saturday evning 
and on Monday the wagon went home the clover lot I commencd 
cutting as you directed the hogs do not eat it as well as I expect 
they would as for the corn and bacon I have hailed one load to 
York and Sold at $105 cents per bushel bacon I have only sold 
50 pounds at 10 cts per pound I got 5 Sacks of Salt and packed 
the hams and shoulders in the wheat has come out a great deal 
if it ware thick on the ground would make a fare crop we have 
had a great deal of rain and hail in Some parts of the neighbor- 
hood hail as near as Mr Craigs that ruind his wheat and came 
to the creek and went down and crosed the river and ruined the 
wheat and we escape though it may be our time next   the oats 

laGarl William Browne (1817rfl-1894), artist, native of England, who painted 
many portraits in the South, most of them in North Carolina and Virginia, over a 
thousand in all. 

13 James Mebane (1774-1857) of Orange and Caswell counties, planter who was 
a student at the University in 1795, its opening year, and was president of the 
Dialectic Society. He had a long legislative career, being a Member of the Com- 
mons,   1798-1803,   1820-1824,   (speaker,  1821), and of the Senate, 1808-1811, 1828. 

33 George Nicholas Thompson (1831-1891) of Caswell County, a graduate of the 
University, physician and lawyer. 

"John C. Burton was overseer of Graham's South Carolina plantation. 
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look tolerable well the corn the first that was planted grows fine 
the last looks small and trifling it is so cold that I do not now 
how it dose to gro any a man to day would not feel disagreeable 
with his over cot on we have worked our corn once and by to 
Morrow nite will be over the Gotten twice cold wet wether brings 
on the gras rite fast by the Doctors concent I trimed out the under 
groth west of the house and raked up the cobs and leavs and hailed 
them to the cowpen when the ground ware two wet to work 

as for the hands they do tolerable well as for work their ware 
5 sick on Monday the Doctor pased by give them Medicine and 
to day their is 3 in the house their hase bin but little sickness 
yet the corn on hand I think it best to hall all that I can befour 
oats is cut I am alittle behind with the Crop oing to the wet 
wether though nothing Sufering for the want of work yet if wet 
weather continues I cannot tell how it may be I hav not received 
a letter from my people in some time I wish if you see Samuel 
Bruse that you would stir him up to write I believe that I have 
writen all that you required and that I can think of at the pres- 
ent time  you will please write to me a gain 

Yours with respect 

From John C. Burton. U. 

July the 12th., 1855. 

I have delayed writing to you in the first place on account of 
the fresh and in the secont on account of being sick on the 4 
July our bottoms ware covered with water they have bin nearly 
coverd a few days befour that I do not think that the is hurt but 
verry little the small corn is injured some our corn crop bids 
fair the rain injured our ground a great deal by washing it so 
bad our cotten grown slow untill a few days back it took a start 
and is doing well now the oats we had the worst time to save 
them that I ever saw we are behind in laying by the crop oing 
to so much wet weather our mead owes hav bin injured by the 
fresh I have bin sick for more than a week I am getting better 
our oldest child has bin verry sick thare has bin bat Sickness a 
mong the hands this season & so fair their has been a great deal 
of sickness in the neighborhood this Sommer we are working in 
the corn and cotten to day we will finish in a week or ten days 
if we have good weather I have hailed of Some 3 or 4 loads of 
corn  one dollar and ten is the highest price that I hav go and it 
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is falling  bacon seems to dul sail   I have sold but verry little   I 
have writen you a poor letter and am in poor fix to write 

Yours 

Invitation. U. 

Yorkville, S. C, 

Aug. 10th., 1855. 

On THURSDAY, the FOURTH DAY OF OCTOBER next, there will be 
a Celebration of the BATTLE OF KING'S MOUNTAIN, on the spot 
where it was fought; in which the States of Virginia, South Caro- 
lina, North Carolina, and Tennessee will unite. As the organ of 
that portion of the citizens of South Carolina, upon whom it 
devolved to take the initiatory steps towards the proposed Cele- 
bration, we cordially invite you to be present. 

Very Respectfully, 

W. B. Wilson,15)        Committee 
Jno. L. Miller,16) of 
S. W. Melton.17) Invitation. 

From David L. Sivain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

September 5th., 1855. 

I have prepared for publication in the Oct. No. of the Univ. 
Mag. Your father's manuscript document of the Battle at Ram- 
seur's and the pursuit by Rutherford and Daniel of Bryan, the on- 
slaught by the latter a band of tories at Colson's, the burning of 
Hills' Iron works, and the unsuccessful assault upon the fortifica- 

16 William Blackburn Wilson was a prominent lawyer of Yorkville, South Caro- 
lina, state legislator, and delegate to the Secession Convention. 

16 John L. Miller was a lawyer, and later colonel of the Twelfth South Carolina 
Regiment in the Civil War. 

17 Samuel Wiclif Melton (b. 1830) a lawyer in Yorkville and later in Columbia, 
a graduate of South Carolina College, editor of the Yorkville Enquirer, major and 
then colonel of the Twelfth South Carolina Regiment in the Civil War. He be- 
came a Republican, was circuit judge, 1870-1872, attorney general, 1872-1876, and 
Federal district attorney, 1881-1885. He was for a time a partner of Governor 
Daniel H. Chamberlain. 
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tion at Rocky Mount, defended by Turnbull.18 The more I look 
into these manuscripts, the more clearly I appreciate their value, 
and am anxious that they shall be revised and published as soon 
as possible, to guard against accidents by fire and otherwise. I 
have a copy of Gov. Martin's proclamation at Charlotte, in Sept. 
'80, and will append it, in a note to your father's narrative. 

When on my way to this place in April 1822, I met with the 
Western Carolinian at Salisbury, containing your father's account 
of the battle at Rocky Mount, subsequent to the affair with Turn- 
bull. I do not find it among his manuscripts. Have you a copy? 
I presume it may be found in the Hillsborough Recorder, and 
will thank you, if you cannot supply it yourself, to ask my young 
friend Cotton to search for it. It will probably be found in the 
Recorder for April or May, 1822. 

I wrote a long letter to Mr. Sparks yesterday, in relation to the 
probability of obtaining the letter books and papers of N. C. loy- 
alists and tories. 

Tryon's Letter Book is to be ready by Oct. I wish to set en- 
quiries on foot to ascertain whether Martin's can not be obtained 
from his descendants. Edmund Fanning's papers can probably be 
obtained, and perhaps David Fanning's may be procured from 
Nova-Scotia. 

When and where did Col. Hamilton19 die? I have recently found 
in Stedman's Am. War, and McKenzie's strictures upon Tarlton's 
campaigns, much more definite account of his career than had 
hitherto met my eye. Both accord to him a very high character, 
as a soldier and a man. His correspondence was probably exten- 
sive, and if it can be obtained, will be found very interesting. Col. 
Jones probably knows something of him. 

18 Colonel Turnbull, whose given name has not come down, commanded a body 
of British and Tories. 

18 Colonel John Hamilton, a merchant of Halifax County, commanded a Tory 
regiment in the Revolution. In contrast to most of his fellow officers, whether 
Tory or British, he was noted for his humane treatment of prisoners. He was im- 
poverished by confiscation, but was finally in part compensated by the British 
government. He was later, for some years, consul in Norfolk. 
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To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

Sept. 20th, 1855. 

#    *    *    #    # 

I have no account of the battle at Rocky Mount, to which you 
refer. Mr. Gotten informs me that he has written you the result 
of his search among the files of the Recorder. 

If you design to publish my Father's manuscripts, I must insist 
that they be recast, with some attention to grammatical propriety. 
He did not pretend to accuracy in writing—and these papers, writ- 
ten in intervals which he snatched from ordinary business, wTith 
no expectation of their being themselves published, but merely 
as memoranda, for Mr. Murphey, are in no fit state for publica- 
tion. But for my arrival in Raleigh, while his pension declaration 
was in the press, it would have been made the veriest nonsense, 
in some of its most important facts. 

Dr. Hawks, you observe, has declined the invitation to deliver 
an address at Kings Mountain, and Mr. Osborne has been appoint- 
ed by the people of Mecklenburg. I have been invited to be pres- 
ent, but shall be prevented from attending by Wake Superior 
Court, though I design to be in that section the latter part of the 
month of Oct. 

From John C. Burton. U. 

York Ville Destrict 

September 27th., 1855. 

I received a letter from You Stating that You had herd nothing 
from your Corn the reason why you have not herd from it I can- 
not tell as you directed me so I done and have the agents receipt 
for the Same I had suppsed that you had the money for it the 
only excuse I have for not writing was expecting to hear from 
you the Bacon has bin dispose of at 10i/£ and 11 Cts per pound 
the wheat 105 bushels oats thrushed out for seed 63 bushels the 
Cabbins I have not begun I have bin getting rails for the Glen 
place and the cros fence at home I have ten or twelve acors broke 
at the glen place the ground is that hard and dry that I have not 
plowed any in four weeks we have had but one season since you 
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left we had several lite Showers but none to do any good our 
Corn and Cotten both Sufford we have about none bags of Cot- 
ten picked out the best time to pick that I ever saw I will com- 
mence gathering Corn next week we have bin so dry that our 
Corn is in good order to commence 

I gathered all the fodder except that on the North side of the 
creek picking Cotten and geting rails at the present time Joe 
is doing me no good and geting no better I am keeping him from 
exposure and him hunting at nite if he dose not do better I will 
have to lock him at nite Jim has cut his foot verry bad as for 
the balance they are well the wheat none of it sold I think you 
would do well to have it grownd I believe it is worth one dollar 
and ten cents per bushel and Six and a half per barrel I would 
like to no if You intend to send us Wheat to Soe the Glen place 
I do not think will bring May wheat as it requiers strong land it 
may be that if you want to Soe the Mogul that you can exchange 
hear the Doctor has that kind but I do not noe whethe he any to 
spare or not when you write I would like to hear from your Corn 
my family are all well except my wife is complaining with pain in 
the side and brest 

Yours with respect 

Reply to King's Mountain Invitation. A. 

Hillsboro', North Carolina., 

September 28th., 1855. 
Gentlemen:— 

I have had the honor to receive your kind invitation to be 
present at the celebration of the battle of King's Mountain, and 
regret that circumstances which I cannot control, will deprive me 
of the pleasure of attending. 

I have been gratified to learn, that for the first time since that 
memorable victory, the citizens of those States, by whose undisci- 
plined valor it was won, propose to unite in dignifying it with 
the honors of a public celebration. Near forty years ago, in my 
childhood, I remember to have heard of an assemblage on the 
battle field, chiefly, I presume, of the people of Lincoln County, 
in this State, to commemorate the services and sacrifices of their 
own patriotic fellow-citizens, who were killed in the action in de- 
fence of their country's cause, when an oration was pronounced 
by the late Dr. William McLean, who had himself been a soldier 



604 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

in the battle; and the unpretending monument was erected to 
Major Chronicle and others, which still marks the spot where they 
fought and fell, and informs the passing traveller of the place and 
time of their country's triumph. This, however,was but the hum- 
ble tribute of a neighborhood—perchance of a few surviving 
heroes to their dead comrades, of the same military organization. 
But as a great American achievement, annihilating one column 
of the triumphant invading army of the enemy, and striking ter- 
ror into the other, insomuch as to compel a precipitate retreat of 
his whole force for more than a hundred miles, there keeping him 
at bay until the disastrous defeat of Gates could be repaired, and 
a new patriot army brought into the field, under the leadership 
of the indomitable Greene, and thus exerting an influence on all 
the subsequent events of war in the South. Yours, gentlemen, is 
the first attempt to celebrate it on the scene of the victory. 

It is an offering eminently due to the memory of those intrepid 
sons of liberty of the hill and mountain country of the Carolinas 
and Virginia, by whom that victory was gained; whose real history 
is invested with all the interest of high wrought romance; whose 
devotion to country in the gloomiest hour of the struggle, when 
disaffection and alarm had overcome so many others, and sub- 
jugation seemed to be almost an inevitable consequence; whose 
simplicity of manners and habits of military equipment and ar- 
rangement; and indifference to danger, and impetuous but per- 
severing bravery in rolling back the tide of invasion, can only, 
and hardly, find their parallels in the classic examples of the 
heroes in the best times of the republics of antiquity. 

With my thanks for the kindness of your communication, and 
my best wishes that your meeting may be both profitable and 
agreeable, 

I am, gentlemen, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

William A. Graham. 
Messrs. W. B. Wilson, John L. Miller, Sam'l W. Melton, 

Committee of Invitation. 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

Oct. 5th., 1855. 

I am greatly worried by the numerous and glaring typographi- 
cal blunders in the publication of a part of your father's M. S. in 
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the Oct. no. of the Univ. Mag. The printer is wholly without ex- 
cuse, the copy sent him was in a neat, plain hand writing, and 
he was particularly directed by the editors to send up a proof 
sheet, which he neglected to do. The remaining portions of the 
M. S. have all been copied and corrected, and I was about pre- 
paring notes, when the Magazine came up. 

I have laid it all aside, and will proceed no further until I see 
you. 

I was anxious to place the whole in print, to guard against fire, 
and other accidents. It was apparently lost, for a series of years, 
and if it had not been recovered, some of the most interesting 
facts in our history would forever have eluded research. 

I think more favorably of your father's style as exhibited even 
in these hasty notes, than you seem to do. It will compare favor- 
ably with the most accurate portions of the two volumes of Moul- 
trie. 

To American Party Committee.20 

Hillsboro', 

Oct. 13, 1855. 
Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to acknowledge your favor of the 29th. ult., 
containing an invitation to a Mass Meeting of the friends of the 
American party, at Asheville, on the 18th. inst., and regret that 
it will not be in my power to attend. Though not a member of 
the American order myself, nor concurring in all its articles of 
faith, I recognise in patriots and statesmen, in whose hands the 
destinies of the country, if committed to them, would be safe. 

It would be exceedingly agreeable to me, to meet my old friends, 
beyond the mountains, in such an assembly as you propose, and 
to discourse to them, on the present state of the country, as I have 
done in times past. Were I to do so however, I should instinctive- 
ly fall into the old Whig doctrines, which pervaded the entire 
atmosphere when I was last among you, and Henry Clay was our 
champion and teacher. The time and space, now allowed, forbid 
even the summary, of such a discourse. 

20 From the North Carolina Standard  (Raleigh), November 21, 1855, quoting the 
Asheville News. 



606 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

But I cannot conclude, even in this brief acknowledgement, 
without saying for your National Convention at Philadelphia, 
that its declaration of principles, concerning slavery, as it exists 
among us, and all the cognate topics, which now most concern 
us, and distract the public mind, contain the only true constitu- 
tional and safe method of settling, on a permanent, national basis, 
all the disturbing questions, arising or that can arise, out of the 
whole subject. 

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, 
Your ob't servant, 

William A. Graham. 

From J. W. Hicks. U. 

Rome, Ga., 

Oct. 19th., 1855. 

There are several gentlemen living in this City who have lately 
moved from N. Carolina and who have heretofore looked to you, 
the Hon. Geo. E. Badger, the Hon. W. P. Mangum, as the Great 
Expounders of their political faith, and as they have seen nothing 
from you with the American Party or their principles as laid down 
in their Platform as adopted in Philadelphia last June. I have 
been requested by them to write you, and request you to state 
whether you adopt those principles or not. 

We will not trouble you to write us a long letter, but simply 
state whether [you] stand [on] their platform or not, for we are 
aware that your time is very much occupied. 

Please reply at your earliest opportunity. 

From William E. Robinson. U. 

New York, 

Oct. 20th., 1855. 

It is contemplated to have a course of lectures this winter, in 
this City, in the Broadway Tabernacle, on matters connected with 
Irish Colonists and their achievements, by distinguished lecturers 
of Irish birth, or descent. There is no prouder history in our 
Country than that of the Irish Settlers in North Carolina, and 
none of their descendants living so capable of illustrating it. 
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Thomas Francis Meagher,21 John Mitchel,22 Rev. Henry Giles,23 

and others, are expected, or have consented to take part in the 
course. The proceeds of the Lectures to go to the Lecturers, after 
deducting necessary expenses. At the conclusion of the course it 
is contemplated to publish them all in an embellished volume. 
The visit to our City, I hope, would be a pleasant one, I know 
that you would meet a warm reception. 

The Irish Settlers in North Carolina, their Revolutionary 
achievements, their descendants, and the posts of honor they have 
held, would form the groundwork of the best lecture of the 
course. The very names of your Counties, Burke, Caldwell, Gas- 
ton, McDowell, Martin, Montgomery, Moore, Rowan, Ruther- 
ford, Wayne, etc., suggest good old Irish names, and Graham, 
Coleraine, Murphy, Kenan, and other names in your topography, 
show Irish footprints all over your States. And then, too, you 
would follow the sons through other States and places in which 
they have distinguished themselves. 

From Charles Earl Johnson.24 U. 

Raleigh, 

Dec'r 10th., 1855. 

I wrote you some time since respecting the papers of Jos. Sea- 
well Jones, which you had obtained from Mr. Rich'd Seawell of 

21 Thomas Meagher (1823-1867), of New York, a native of Ireland, where in 
1848 he was condemned to death, but was later banished instead. He became a 
lawyer and editor in New York and a leader of the Irish element in the city. He 
organized a company of Zouaves in the Civil War, and later organized and com- 
manded the "Irish Brigade." 

22 John Mitchel (1815-1875), of New York, journalist and Irish patriot, a native 
of Ireland, a graduate of Trinity, and a lawyer who founded the United Irish- 
men to advocate armed resistance to England. He was found guilty of treason 
felony and was transported. He lived in Bermuda, San Francisco, and New York. 
He founded the Citizen and fought the abolitionists and Catholics. He moved to 
Tennessee and in 1857 founded the Knoxville Southern Citizen. He then went to 
France, but in 1862 came to Richmond and edited the Examiner. He was later 
editor of the New York Daily News. He was imprisoned for his denunciation of 
the Grant administration and afterwards returned to Ireland, was elected to Parli- 
ament, and shortly afterwards died. It may be added that it would be difficult to 
imagine Garham in the company of these three persons. 

23 The Reverend Henry Giles (1809-1882), of New York, a native of Ireland, 
Unitarian clergyman and anti-slavery lecturer. 

^Charles Earl Johnson (1812-1876), of Raleigh, a graduate of the University of 
Virginia, M.D. of the University of Pennsylvania, who, after practicing for some 
years in Bertie County, came to Raleigh. He had great reputation, and in the 
Civil War was surgeon general of the State. He organized two hospitals in Peters- 
burg, one in Richmond, and a number of wayside hospitals that rendered great 
service. 



608 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

this County. Since then I have not heard from you. I suppose you 
did not get my letter. When Mr. Jones was writing his Defence, 
I think, he was permitted by Mr. Iredell to look over his paper. 
He did so, and took from Mr. Iredell's office, for reference or 
copy, an immense number of his papers, comprising chiefly, cor- 
respondence between members of the Iredell 8c Johnston families. 
The family of Mr. Iredell have reason to believe that these papers, 
which were never returned by Mr. Jones, must have been with 
the general collection of his papers. They have ascertained since 
his death, that he left no papers in Miss., & since then, also have 
learned, that he carried no papers with him from the State. 

Inquiry has been made of the Seawell family as to whether he 
left any papers among them, & we learn that Mr. Jos. Hunter was 
left in charge of his papers, & that this gentleman, upon removing 
to Florida, sent them to Mr. Rich'd Seawell,25 from whom you 
obtained two or three trunks full of papers. Now the object of 
this inquiry, on behalf of Mrs. Iredell and her children, & with 
her expressed wishes, is to learn of you [if] within them were any 
letters, or papers of writing of any kind, among the papers con- 
tained in these trunks, which belonged to her family. 

Of course the nature of the papers will show, not only to whom 
they belong, but, after the circumstances detailed above, also how 
they got out of the possession of their proper owners. 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

Dec. 13th., 1855. 

When James M. Spencer, Esq., who married Miss Cornelia A. 
Phillips,26 was sojourning with us, I imposed upon him the task, 
under her direction, of copying and correcting all your father's 

25 Richard Bullock Seawell (1818-1904), of Wake County, who, after two years 
at the University, became a planter. 

20 Cornelia Ann Phillips Spencer (1825-1908), the daughter of Professor James 
Phillips, of the University, was born in New York, and was brought to Chapel 
Hill the next year. After the death of her husband, James M. Spencer, of Alabama, 
she returned to Chapel Hill and lived there until 1890, when she moved to Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. She was a woman of ability and dynamic personality, 
far-seeing and progressive. She watched men and events, particularly as they 
touched the University, after its closing as a result of Radical Reconstruction. 
She devoted herself to agitating, through her writings in the newspapers, for its 
preservation, and in the following years exerted a large influence upon many able 
students which was reflected in their later public service. The best known of her 
profuse writings is "The Last Ninety Days of the War in North Carolina," but a 
great deal that she wrote was of greater importance and influence. 
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M. S. S. for the press. His emendations might, without improprie- 
ty, have been carried further, than they were, and they ought now 
to undergo the revision of a competent editor, familiar with 
names of persons, and places, to which they relate. 

Mr. Cook wrote to me some time since that the part prepared 
by me for the Oct. number of the Univ. Mag. was to be corrected 
by you, and the entire form reprinted. Has he been supplied with 
the required corrections, and could you not undertake a similar 
task in relation to the unpublished portions? 

In connection with the manuscript, his account of the Battle 
of King's Mountain ought to be given for the Southern Literary 
Messenger, and, as he was not at Guilford, it has occurred to me, 
that the account of that Battle, as given by Davie, in an autobi- 
ograph-sketch in my possession, may well be appended. A few 
explanatory notes may be useful. 

I think there are cogent reasons, not only for publication, but 
immediate publication, $c will be glad to hear from you very soon 
upon the subject. 

To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

Deer. 14th, 1855. 

Your note, of yesterday, is received. I sent to Mr. Cooke some 
time since, at his request, the corrections of the article from my 
Father's M. S. S. in the Oct. No. of the Univ. Mag. I barely saw 
him when I was last in Raleigh, and have had no acknowledge- 
ment of its receipt, though I have no doubt he has it. 

I will very cheerfully examine and correct, the remaining pa- 
pers of the series, but to do so must have the originals, with Mr. 
Spencer's copy. I think it would be well to fill out the narrative 
with the papers you mention. The account of the Battle of Kings 
Mountain was prepared with great care, after the Murphey papers 
had been written. Ramsey has copied it almost wholly from Foote, 
without giving credit, for any thing, except the diagram, the ori- 
ginal of which is now in possession of Dr. Morrison. 

I have made some inquiries to ascertain how far the command 
of Williams,27 in that Battle was composed of N. C. troops, as 

87 James Williams (1735-1780), a native of Virginia who moved to Granville 
County, North Carolina, where his brother Judge John Williams had preceded 
him. In 1772 he moved to what is now Laurens County, South Carolina, where he 
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suggested by "Johnson's Traditions & Reminiscences", to which 
my attention was pointed by Mr. Osborne. I have learned the 
names of 3 or 4 in Caswell, and one in Orange, of this Corps. 

The newspapers of S. C. as well as our own, make sad work in 
printing. Finding my letter to the Committee of the late celebra- 
tion at Kings Mountain, miserably botched, in the Yorkville pa- 
per, I made a corrected copy, which was published in the Re- 
corder. But not a single paper in the State has taken interest 
enough in the subject to reprint it. Indeed our whole newspaper 
press seems as dead, to the History of the State, as to that of the 
world before the flood. 

P. S. I received some time since a letter from Prof. Agassiz,28 

asking aid in procuring subscriptions to his forthcoming work, 
on Natural History. Mr. Phillips informs me that one of the 
Lit. Societies has subscribed. Please inquire of the other, & let 
me know whether that, and the Univ. Lib. will take copies. 
The work is to be in 12 No's at f 10 each. 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

Charlotte, Dec. 19, 1855. 

It is now probable that the legacy left to Davidson College un- 
der the will of Mr Max Chambers will be contested by Judge 
Caldwell.29 His Wife was herself sister to Mr Chambers and was 
a next of kin—entitled to all the personalty of which he died 
intestate. The bequests to the College amount to two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. The present estate of the College real and 
personal will probably amount to $75—to $100,000. The addition 
of the legacy under the will of Mr Chambers will no doubt place 
its property largely beyond the amount to which it is restricted 
by the Charter. Two questions will arise, therefore—whether the 
was a farmer and miller. He was a delegate to the Provincial Congress and a 
lieutenant of militia, rising quickly to colonel. He saw active service at Ninety- 
Six, in the Snow campaign, in the expedition of 1776 against the Cherokees, in 
the Florida expedition of 1778, and at the battle of Stono. In 1780 he abandoned 
Sumter, and, with captured stores, started back to relieve his home section, but 
was appointed a brigadier general, a promotion which none of the other officers 
would recognize. He was mortally wounded at King's Mountain. 

28 Jean Rodolph Agassiz (1807-1873), of Massachusetts, eminent scientist. A na- 
tive of France, he was educated at the Universities of Zurich, Heidelberg, Munich, 
where he received the M.D. degree, and Erlangen, where he received the Ph.D. 
degree. As professor at Neuchatel he became eminent for his research and writings. 
Later he was professor in the Lawrence Scientific School of Harvard. He taught 
comparative anatomy at the Medical College of South Carolina for a short time. 
He had world fame as an investigator and writer. 

28 David F. Caldwell of Rowan County. 
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legacy can be apportioned and the College can take as much as 
it is capable of receiving or whether it must be disposed of as a 
whole and if if void in part—it is not void altogether. And the 
next question is whether a present incapacity—could be remedied 
by legislation subsequent to the death of the testator in aid of 
the interest. 

The terms of the bequest admit of no ambiguity as to the in- 
tention of the Testator. The College is residuary legatee after the 
specific & special legacies—and the property consists of lands, 
stocks, etc. All of which are readily ascertained & identified. 

The Judge does not court litigation—and I suppose would listen 
to terms of compromise. It is barely possible that the matter may 
be disposed of by adjustment In the event however of a legal 
controversy I wish you to consider yourself as of Counsel for the 
College I occupy that relation to the institution and feel authoriz- 
ed to make this arrangement with you 

There will be a meeting of the Board of Trustees in January— 
when some decisive action will be taken. It is regarded as impor- 
tant to the interests of the institution that the matter should be 
settled at an early day, That the Trustees may know with certainty 
the means by which their high duties to the Country are to be 
accomplished. 

From David L. Swain. A. 

Chapel Hill, 

December 26th, [1855.] 

I wrote to you a week ago, suggesting the propriety and neces- 
sity of an immediate publication of your father's manuscripts, 
and my desire that they should undergo your revision before they 
were placed in the hands of the printer. 

Having a convenient opportunity, I send by Henderson the 
originals, & the copy made by Mr. Spencer. In the latter you will 
find occasional interlineations in my hand-writing. The next 
number will begin the 5th Vol. of the University Magazine, and 
I think the historical department may be rendered interesting 
and valuable by presenting, in consecutive numbers, a complete 
and corrected copy of any thing that your father has written in 
relation to the Revolution, as well what has already been publish- 
ed, as that which has not. 
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My plan would be to revise the article in the October number, 
for February. The manuscripts now sent to you, together with 
the account of the Battle of King's Mountain, in the Southern- 
Literary Messenger, will come next in order, and will occupy the 
appropriate space in March, April, and May. "The closing scenes 
of the Revolution," (Vol. I, p. 182) will complete the series in 
June. I am very certain that your father published an account of 
the Battle of Hanging Rock, in the Western Carolinian, in April, 
1822, but I have been unable to find a copy. I have Gen'l Davie's 
account of the Battle of Guilford, which may, I think, be properly 
connected with your father's narrative. 

To enable you to have at your command all the published, as 
well as manuscript, articles, connected with the task proposed to 
you, I will lend you—if you desire them—bound volumes of the 
Magazine, from the beginning of the work. 

I expect to go down to Raleigh on Saturday, and intend to make 
an effort to induce Mr. Cook to improve the appearance of the 
next volume. 

Prof. Hedrick is at Cambridge, and is to bring with him, on his 
return, by the beginning of the session, the copy of Tryon's Let- 
ter-Book, at present in the hands of Mr. Sparks, from which I will 
probably be able to make interesting selections. 
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1856 

The Legacies U. 
of 

the Late Maxwell Chambers, Esqr., 
to 

the Trustees of Davidson College.30 

The Will of Mr. Chambers, having been duly proved, and all 
the devises and bequests to the Trustees being conceived, in apt 
and appropriate words, they are beyond question valid gifts, un- 
less prevented, or annulled, by the 10th. section of the Charter 
of the College. That section is in these words, "that the whole 
amount of real and personal estate, belonging to said Corpora- 
tion, shall not, at any one time, exceed in value the sum of Two 
Hundred thousand dollars." Acts of 1838, p. 106. 

I am informed that, prior to the death of Mr. Chambers, the 
Trustees owned a property of the value of seventy five to eighty 
thousand dollars; and that his devises and bequests, of themselves, 
when all realized, are estimated at Two Hundred and Fifty 
thousand dollars. So that, if the Will of the testator is allowed to 
be carried into full effect, the endowment of the College will 
considerably exceed three Hundred thousand dollars. 

Now 
I. Will the Charter permit the Trustees to take this munificent 

donation, notwithstanding the aforesaid inhibitory provision: 
and 

II. If permitted to take, will they be allowed to hold it, for 
the benefit of the Institution. 

Before considering these questions, it may be proper to premise 
that the right of the Trustees to receive such an amount of this 
donation, as added to their present estates, would make Two 
Hundred thousand dollars, is, in my opinion, beyond controversy. 

I. But, I am further of opinion, that their right is hardly less 
questionable to take the whole donation. Every corporation has 
a common Law right to purchase and acquire lands, and other 
property of any kind, unless disabled by statute, making the pur- 
chase, devise, or bequest void. 1 Thos. Co. Lit. 219-184 N. C, 
note G. 1 Chitty's Black Com. 385. Angel & Ames on Corp. Sec. 

30 From a copy in Graham's writing, dated January 15, 1856. The opinion is 
included here, partly for its historical value, and partly as an excellent example 
of Graham's legal opinions. 
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145. p. 138. And in case of a devise, the freehold, or interest, is in 
the devisee, before entry. 2. Thos. Co. Lit. 758. But independent- 
ly of this common attribute, of every corporation, where it is not 
taken away by statute, the Charter of this College, in its first sec- 
tion, expressly authorizes the Trustees to take "all manner of 
lands, etc." theretofore granted, and devised, to the endowment 
of the College, to take "any lands, etc.," thereafter to be granted, 
for the same object,—to take "all monies, etc., bequeathed" to 
the same use, and "the same to apply, according to the will of the 
donors," thus employing the identical word, "take," three times, 
consecutively, and always in connexion with other words, con- 
ferring the largest capacity to acquire. Nor is this capacity restrain- 
ed, by the 10th. Section above recited, forbidding the Corporation 
to have "belonging to it, at one time," estates of greater value than 
Two Hundred thousand dollars. This, prescribes a rule, by which 
the Corporation is required to govern its action, and for a viola- 
tion of which, it is answerable to the State, as its sovreign, but it 
does not abridge its capacity to take any species of property. It 
will be observed that the Legislature has not said what conse- 
quences shall ensue, provided the Corporation shall be found 
about to take, or to have taken, estates of greater value than the 
amount prescribed. They might have provided that all donations, 
of whatever nature, beyond the sum of Two Hundred thousand 
dollars, should be void, and return to the donor, or rather, remain 
with him, and his Heirs. Had such a provision been made in this 
Charter, or by general Law, the dispositions of the will, in favor 
of the Trustees, would have been void, as to the excess above Two 
Hundred thousand dollars; and Mrs. Caldwell, as the testator's 
Heir & next of kin, & her husband, as her successor, would have 
taken the residue. But the Law has made no such provision. It 
assumes no Guardianship over sane men of full age. And, if they 
choose, in the exercise of their dominion over their own property, 
to convey it away, by deed, or will, to persons not allowed by the 
policy of the State, to enjoy it, such conveyance is good, against 
themselves and their Heirs. By the policy of the State, an Alien 
is not allowed permanently to hold lands. But a conveyance to 
him, by a deed or devise, is good, & enables him to hold untill 
the State shall institute proceedings to wrest the land from his 
disloyal hands; and then it does not return to the grantor, but is 
taken by the State, as its own property. Or in North Carolina by 
her grantee, the Trustees of the University. 

We shall perhaps simplify this topic by remembering, that the 
Heir, or next of kin of Mr. Chambers, can make no better claim 
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against the disposition of this will, than he, in his lifetime could 
have made against his own deed. Suppose, for illustration, that 
he had conveyed by deed, to the Trustees, the identical estates 
and interests embraced in his devises and bequests to them; and 
that he had afterwards sought to set aside his conveyance and re- 
claim the property; and that he should be heard to say to the 
Trustees, "You must not have my estate, nor even the portion 
within your limit. You had already $80,000. Mine is of the value 
of $250,000., and you are not allowed to have, belonging to you, 
at any one time, more than $200,000." The answer would be, ac- 
cording to the truth, "Your conveyance was not made by you to 
depend on what we already had. It was without condition, abso- 
lute. Do you desire your donation to prove a nullity?" "No, but 
the State will not permit you to own more than Two hundred 
thousand dollars in value of all kinds of estate, and I must re- 
sume." The reply again would be "The State can guard her own 
policy. She has agents for that purpose, in high functionaries of 
the Government. You are not one of them. On the contrary, if we 
have violated the Law, in exceeding our corporate powers, you 
are particeps criminis, and entitled to no relief. The State will not 
allow an illegal violation by us, of our Charter to be inquired 
into, in this contest between us and you." If such a reply could be 
made with success to the testator, as a grantor by deed in his life- 
time, with equal force, assuredly, can it be given to his Heir, or 
next of kin, where the donation is by will. And I take the Law to 
be well settled, that an excess of power by a Corporation which 
may be "a cause of forfeiture of its Charter, cannot be taken ad- 
vantage of, or inferred, collaterally or incidentally, or in any other 
mode, than by direct proceeding for that purpose against the 
Corporation, so that it may have an opportunity to answer. And 
the Government, creating the Corporation, can alone institute 
such proceeding; since it may waive a broken condition of a com- 
pact made with it, as well as an individual." Angel & Ames on 
Corp. sec. 777. 

And in the case of a purchase of lands, affording a greater in- 
come than that limited, this is a matter between the Corporation, 
and the sovereign power only, with which individuals have no 
concern, and of which they cannot avail themselves in any mode, 
against the Corporation. Ibid. Sec. 151. p. 136. Humbert vs Trin- 
ity Church. 24 Wendells, N. Y. Rep. 587. Bogardus vs Trinity 
Ch. 4 Sanford, N. Y. Ch. Rep. 758-9. These were cases of next 
kin, or Heirs, seeking to recover property from the Corporation 
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of Trinity Church, upon the ground that it had exceeded its corp- 
orate powers in taking the property in controversy. In the one 
first named, a member of the Court in delivering his opinion, 24 
Wend. 630, says, "This restriction, (that is against the Church 
having an annual income of more than £, 500 derived from lands) 
is a mere question of Governmental policy, and individuals as 
such, have nothing to do with it, and no control over it; and the 
utmost that can be said about it is, that the title of the Corpora- 
tion is perfectly good, as to the whole world, even if it should ex- 
ceed the restriction in its annual rents, and it is not for that reason 
void, but only voidable at the instance of the Supreme power. I 
do not even believe it to be voidable, etc." 

In the recent case, in the English Chancery, of Robinson vs 
the Governors of the London Hospital, 21 Eng. Law & Eq. Rep. 
371. (1853) which was a suit brought by the Executors and Trus- 
tees of the Will, against the Governors of London Hospital, a 
Corporation, and the next kin of the testator, shewing to the 
Court that there was a Legacy given to this Corporation, of a large 
amount, that the Corporation was limited by its Charter to an 
income of £,4000. per annum, and that its income from the prop- 
erty it already possessed was alleged to exceed that sum, and 
praying the direction of the Court in the execution of the Will; 
the Vice Chancellor said: ''There is here a subsisting Charter, 
and it is valid untill it is impeached, and disturbed; and the par- 
ties have a right to receive money under it, as long as it stands. 
What might be the result of proceedings by the Attorney Gen- 
eral, or the Crown, for the purpose of setting aside the Charter, 
if the Crown thought fit to take such proceedings, is one question; 
and what this Court is to do in the meantime, while.the Charter 
stands, is another, and totally different question. Here is a legally 
constituted body, having the right to receive money, by its own 
constitution, and so long as that constitution exists, I think it the 
duty of the Court to deal with it as an existing body, etc." In a 
subsequent part of his opinion, he proceeds, "A Charter being 
in existence and in force, the Court must adopt the Charter as it 
finds it, and so long as it exists, must enforce the rights of the 
persons who are authorized under that Charter, to take the prop- 
erty which is given to them." To the same effect see Arthur vs 
the Commercial Railroad Bank, 9 Smedes & Marshalls Miss. Rep. 
394. Buncombe Turnpike Co., vs McCarson, 1 Den. Sc Bot. 306. 
Tar River Nav. Co., vs Neal, 3 Hawks 520. Eliz. City Academy 
vs Lindsey, 6 Ired. 476. 
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In further elucidation of the power of a Corporation, so long 
as the sovereign permits it to exist, to take property beyond a 
limit prescribed by its Charter, I cite again the last edition of 
the very lucid work, of Angel & Ames on Corporations, sec. 152. 
"there is a broad distinction between a prohibition to purchase 
or take, and a prohibition to hold/' and where the Charter of a 
Bank made it capable to have, hold, purchase, etc. lands, goods, 
chattels, etc., to the amount of $2,000,000. Provided, that the 
lands and tenements which the said Corporation are hereby en- 
abled to purchase and hold, shall only extend to such Lots & 
convenient buildings as they may find necessary for carrying on 
their business, of banking, and shall actually occupy for that pur- 
pose; it was decided by the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, that 
the Bank might purchase absolutely, lands in a distant Country, 
which they did not occupy, though they, or the third person to 
whom they might convey, would hold them, by a title defeasible 
by the Commonwealth, and the Commonwealth alone, as is the 
case with the title of Aliens. Baird vs the Bank of Washington, 11 
Serg't & Rawle, Rep. 418. Goundie vs Northampton Water Co., 
7 Barr (Pen. Rep.) 239.40. People vs Munroe 5 Denis (N. Y.) 
400.1. Mclndor vs St. Louis, 10 Mo. Rep. 576. The Banks vs Poit- 
aux, 3 Rand, Esq., Va. Rep, 136. Barrow vs Nashville & Charlotte 
Turnpike Co., 9 Hump., Ten. Rep. 304. Amherst Academy vs 
Cowles 6. Pick, Mass. Rep. 427. 

All the Banks in North Carolina have similar restrictions to 
the above, in the case from Pennsylvania, against purchasing & 
holding lands beyond a certain amount; but if an individual shall 
have conveyed to them, in violation of this restriction, by deed 
or will, he cannot annul the deed, nor can his Heirs, after his 
death. The Bank of Cape Fear is under a restraint, by the amend- 
ment of its Charter in 1836. 2 Rev. Stat. p. 55., forbidding it to 
hold property to an amount exceeding three millions of dollars, 
exclusive of its capital stock. Suppose it to have an excess of one 
Hundred Thousand dollars, are its debtors released, or are those 
who conveyed property to it, to reclaim to that amount? And if 
so which, the last or the first? 

And, in the case under consideration, what more reason is there, 
in the event of an excess of funds, for returning to the Heir of 
Maxwell Chambers, the last donor, his contribution for the en- 
dowment of the College, than for making restitution to that sub- 
scriber who headed the list in the first conception, or in the infant 
struggles of the Institution? He has given as freely as any benefac- 
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tor of the College ever did, and by as solemn a mode of convey- 
ance; and it would be manifestly unjust, as between his Heirs, 
and the other contributors, that the gifts of the latter should be 
retained, but his returned. 

There is therefore wisdom in the rule of Law, which permits 
a Corporation with a general capacity to take & hold property; 
but forbidden to be enriched beyond a limited amount; to take, 
as against the donors, whatever is offered, it being responsible to 
the State, and to the State only, for any excess of this power. In 
the language of Lord Coke, first above cited, "a corporation has 
the general right to purchase and acquire, unless disabled by 
Statute, making the purchase, devise, or bequest void." In this 
Charter the excessive acquisition is not made void. But a com- 
mand is imposed, for a disregard of which, punishment may, or 
may not, follow, at the discretion of the Sovereign. 

Even the Mortmain Acts of the British Parliament, (the history 
of which exhibits a trial of wits, between the Legislature and the 
Romish Clergy for a period of Four Hundred years) did not make 
the conveyances to the religious establishments void; on the con- 
trary, they were held good, against the makers; but the lands so 
conveyed were forfeited to the Crown, or the Lord of the fee. 
And these statutes are treated of by the elementary legal writers, 
under the head of Forfeitures. 2. Black. Com. 269-70. 

I trust it has now been shewn that the Trustees of the College, 
in their corporate character, can take all that Mr. Chambers, in 
a liberal and Christian spirit, has given them. If so, the claim of 
the Heir, or next of kin, is disposed of, and all danger is past. Un- 
less the donation is absolutely void, their claim is without foun- 
dation. An Alien may bring an Ejectment, Rouche vsWilliamson, 
3 Gu. 141. In dealing with the State, I apprehend the Trustees 
will experience no difficulty. 

II. But may, and can hold the entire donation, for the benefit 
of the College. 

In the first place, I have little doubt that the Legislature would, 
on application, repeal the 10th. Section of the Charter, out and 
out. If the limitation it contains, and which was inserted in other 
Charters of Literary Institutions, granted at the same session, was 
dictated by the supposed policy of preventing the accumulation 
of too much wealth, in the hands of any one religious denomina- 
tion as such, it has been entirely reversed by the subsequent Act 
of 1844, (p. 72. Acts of 1844) which permits the highest eccleias- 
tical body of every denomination in the State to appoint Trustees, 
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who may receive for their respective Churches, property of every 
kind, without any restriction as to amount. In this connexion it 
is also to be observed, that the Revenue Act of the last Session, 
exempting from taxation "all property and estate belonging to 
Colleges," repeals by implication the 11th. Section of the Charter 
of Davidson College, which subjected to taxation all its lands, ex- 
cept Five Hundred acres, including the College Buildings. 

But if a total repeal should be thought inexpedient, could 
there be any question as to a modification, so as to allow the re- 
tention of this noble charity? The testator could have devoted it 
to the same ends, by simply appointing his own Trustees to ad- 
minister it, as in the case of Griffin's free school at New Bern. 
Griffin vs Graham, 1 Hawks, 96. What possible motive could in- 
fluence the Legislature not to allow him to place it in the hands 
of Trustees, having corporate rights & responsibilities, and of ap- 
proved capacity for such affairs. 

But, suppose this to be refused, what then? 
The visitatorial power over Corporations is in this State vested 

in the Legislature, the Governor, or the Attorney General. 1 Rev. 
Stat. 120. Their offences are not like those of individuals, to be 
presented by Grand Juries, who are sworn to let no one escape; 
but unless one of these three functionaries shall direct a prosecu- 
tion against a corporate body, it goes untried, and of course, un- 
punished. A solicitor of a Circuit cannot, of his own volition, 
bring it to trial, State vs Moore. 19 Alabama Rep., 514. 

Whether the occasion is one calling for the exercise of this 
power, is in every case to be determined by an enlightened, and 
disinterested discretion on the part of the high officers, to whom 
it is entrusted. As we have already seen, it may be, and often is, 
waived, although an offence has been committed. Angel & A. Sec. 
777. Atto. Gen'l in the Petersburg R. R. Co. 6 Ind. 456. 

Every Charter which has been accepted, is an executed contract, 
between the State and the Corporators; Angel & A. 867. Dart- 
mouth College vs Woodward. 4 Wheat 518. 2 Kent Com. 272— 
and a breach thereof may be pardoned or overlooked if it be 
venial, trivial, or any other sufficient motive, so dispose the rep- 
resentatives of the Government. If these are simply inactive, the 
Trustees have nothing to fear, though they receive the whole do- 
nation. 

But if a Prosecution were instituted, however it might be, as 
a matter of regret, I am far from being satisfied that it could end 
in any disaster to the Corporation. 
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In answer to the Information, the Trustees would state what is, 
I presume, the simple truth, that, by the generosity of individuals 
they had accumulated a fund of between seventy-five and Eighty 
thousand dollars, with which they had been successfully conduct- 
ing education according to their Charter, that they had no knowl- 
edge of the intentions of Mr. Chambers untill the publication 
of his will, after his death, that they had not sought this bounty 
but had passed a resolution accepting it, as well from a sense of 
duty, in the high trust they had undertaken, to the public, since 
it only extended their power to do good, as to justify the reason- 
able expectations of the testator, and his confidence in them. 

No Court, as I believe, in Christendom, would, on such a pre- 
sentation of facts, declare their Charter forfeited. Let it be remem- 
bered that the offence, if it be one, was complete, at the moment 
of Mr. Chambers' death. It consists in the Corporations having 
"belonging to it, at any one time, estates exceeding in value Two 
Hundred thousand dollars." Belonging means "being the property 
of," and expresses the state or condition of the title of property. 
Now the very instant of Mr. Chambers' death, the title to all his 
donation passed to the Trustees; and the property therein embrac- 
ed "belonged" to them from that moment, as effectually as a be- 
quest of a Father to a son, which has not yet been reduced to 
possession. The corporation, then, has been suddenly enriched 
beyond its limit, by an act in which it had no agency or control. 
How does this differ in criminality, from a rise in the market 
value of stocks in which they had invested, or in land which they 
had acquired, and on which a town was afterwards built, or a mine 
discovered, and thus their limit was exceeded? 

"In general, to work a forfeiture, there must be something- 
wrong, arising from a wilful abuse or improper neglect—something 
more than accidental negligence, excess of power, or mistake, in 
the mode of exercising an acknowledged power." Ang. & Ames. 
Sec. 776, and cases there cited. If, therefore, the Government, con- 
trary to all reasonable anticipation, should, through any of its 
authorities aforesaid, resort to the extreme measure of a criminal 
proceeding, against the Trustees for accepting this donation, I 
should not despair of a successful defence. 

Any speculations, however, on the result of such a contest, are 
rather curious than useful, in the circumstances which now sur- 
round us. The Legislature can have no desire to destroy the Col- 
lege by taking away its Charter. And if it should suppose that 
any reason of State policy requires it to be confined to a capital, 
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not exceeding Two Hundred thousand dollars it would no doubt 
allow the reduction to be made within that limit, by returning 
to the former contributors their whole subscriptions, and interest 
on the same, if necessary to absorb the excess, rather than disap- 
point the pious and liberal intentions of this good man, so em- 
phatically expressed in his will, and sealed with his prayers. 

Will. A. Graham. 
Jan'y 15th., 1856. 

P. S. In the foregoing opinion I have made no comment on the 
obligation imposed by the testator in Item 44 of his Will, upon 
the Trustees; by which they are required to educate in the best 
manner, Ten young men whom he designates by their names; 
which can be enforced in a Court of Equity; and which, when 
fulfilled, will be an equivalent for several thousand dollars of his 
donation. Nor upon his requirement in Item 47, that the Trustees 
shall confine themselves, in expenditure, to the income of his 
devises, using no part of the principal—deeming these not to have 
any influence on the great question involved in this matter, towit, 
whether the excess of the donation, beyond $200,000. was void, 
(so as to allow a claim to be set up by the next of kin) though 
they are entitled to much weight at the hands of the State autho- 
rities, in determining whether the corporation should be sub- 
jected to a criminal proceeding. 

W. A. G. 

I superadd a few suggestions in regard to the time and manner 
of realizing these Legacies, which will require the early attention 
of the Board of Trustees, if they have not already acted on the 
subject matter. 

Taking it for granted that the Board has expressed its accep- 
tance of the devises and bequests of Mr. Chambers, as contained 
in his will, and that this is evidenced by appropriate resolutions, 
recorded in its Journal, so as to furnish proof of that fact in any 
Court of Justice, whenever required, then, 

I. All the real estate, Lands, Town Lots, etc., given immediate- 
ly to the Trustees, passed directly to them, at the moment of the 
Testator's death; and they should have taken, or now take, im- 
mediate possession of all such, the Executors having no control 
over this portion of the property. 

In this class is 
1. One third of the Frazier and Savage tracts of land, describ- 

ed in Item 38. 
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2. All Lands and town Lots, (if any) not particularly described 
in the Will, but passed by the residuary clause, Item 44. 

Since the death of Mrs. Caldwell, the same directive applies to 
the lands and lots given to her for life—namely 

3. The tract of land, bought of Lide and wife, and the Lands 
and Lots in Salisbury, bought of Messrs. Torrence and Davis, de- 
scribed in item 4. 

The Trustees should, without delay, appoint an agent, by writ- 
ten authority, under their Corporate Seal, to take possession of 
this property, and lease or sell it. Or, if their taking possession 
be resisted, to sue the person who shall hold it adversely. 

II. As to all the personal estate, stocks, monies, etc., immediate- 
ly bequeathed to the Trustees, the assent of the Executors is neces- 
sary, before the legal title vests in them. 

But in the case of so ample an estate, and one so little encum- 
bered with debt, there is no reason why the Executors should not 
yield their assent, and at once, and deliver over to the Trustees 
all the estate not required by the nature of the bequest, to remain 
in their hands 'till some future time,—thus— 

1. The One Hundred and thirty shares of stock in the Bank 
of the State, seventy shares of stock in the Bank of Cape Fear, and 
the Portraits of the Testator and his wife, at the death of Mrs. 
Caldwell, became the property of the Trustees, as directed in 
Item 4—and should be transferred to them. 

2. So with 200 shares of stock in the Bank of Cape Fear, valued 
at $20,000., to endow a Professorship, in Item 24. 

3. And with one third of the Bond of $15,000., in Item 38. 
4. And with his Library, after dividing with the Rev'd Mr. 

Baker. Item 40. 
5. And with all the residue of his personal estate, bequeathed 

directly to the Trustees, in Item 44, so far as the same may be 
now in hand, reserving a reasonable sum to meet debts and ex- 
penses. 

III. As to the Legacies that fall in, after life estates, or other 
contingencies, the Executors are generally constituted Trustees 
of these, and they can only be realized by the Trustees of the Col- 
lege, from time to time, as the events may happen on which they 
depend. 

I. It will be a subject worthy of mature consideration, before 
the closing of this estate, whether the Legacies to the Trustees, 
being given to a "College," or "Literary Institution," and "for 
the purpose of education," are liable to the tax on Legacies. I 
have not time to investigate it satisfactorily now. 
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If the Executors for their own protection prefer to execute the 
Will under a decree of a Court of Equity, there is no reason for 
any delay in instituting proceedings, either by a Bill on their part, 
praying the advice and direction of the Court, in the Execution 
of the Will, or of the Trustees against them, calling for the 
Legacies. 

This, however, applies only to personal estate. The lands are 
already theirs, and must be reduced to possession, as above sug- 
gested. 

The Trustees should also advertise, (and perhaps the earlier 
the better) in a Charlotte newspaper, that they will apply at the 
next session of the Legislature for an amendment of the College 
Charter, and obtain the affidavit of the Editor that it has been 
inserted for a period of at least 30 days. 

W. A. G. 

From John C. Burton. U. 

York District S. C. 

January 7th, 1856. 

Your letter of the 1st has been received ten days after it was 
writen their seems to be a great delay in letters coming to me 
as for the quantity of Corn Crib'd 41 loads in the uper Crib and 
20 in the Shuck in the other as for Cotten we have 15 bags packed 
and some three or four Jind that not packed as for the pork we 
have not kiled yet I will kill the later part of this week or the first 
of the next we have a deep snow the deepest that I have seen 
since '51 the weather is so bad that we cannot do much but get 
wood and feed as for the calvs I have had them well fed but still 
they look bad we have had no winter until about Chrismus we 
have done no work out in three or four days I lack about one 
days work of being done fencing at the Glen place one house 
moved but not raised Shingles for the house that we live in but 
not coverd 

as for plowing I have broke about ten ackors of old field around 
the stack yard and I would like verry much that you would get 
us a cupple of two horse plows and Send us when the Rail road 
is completed as their is none in our part of the Cuntry the pork 
the hiest price that I have herd of is 714 and now the people talk 
that it is not worth more than 61^ I will enquire in to the mater 
more closely between this and the time that we kill and see what 
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can be don but if I can't get 7i/£ I think it best to Salt it up the 
next work that I shal do after the weather brakes will be to clean 
up the drean from the Meadow up to the old Brick Yard place 
with Simon and the women and the men to work on the houses 
our fier wood we are getting on the South Side of the new ground 
and think of tending it this year if I had two horse plows I could 
brake all the old field at home when the other ground is two wet 
to plow I will still brake with the plows that we have when the 
other ground is two wet 

as for the health of the hands it is tolerable good Ben has got 
well Jack was taken in the Same way but has got nearly well Tobe 
is sick today but I think nothing more than fowl Stomache Simon 
has a bad cof which he says that he has had for some time 

Mary's Children have been verry sick but have got well My 
own family is well 

Dr McLean I under stand has the Chils verry bad you must 
excuse this letter and I will try to do better the next time 

Yours 

From Calvin H. Wiley. U. 

Greensboro', N. C, 

Jan'y 18th., 1856. 

As you are aware, the office of the Secretary of State in Raleigh, 
contains a number of manuscript volumes deeply interesting to 
the student of history. There are to be found the Journals of the 
Assembly of 1715, and of a number of our Colonial Assemblies, 
since, also the Record Book of the Governor & Council, & the 
Journals of the Provincial Congresses & Conventions, etc., etc. 

While you were Governor, you called attention to these things, 
but I do not now remember the precise nature of your recom- 
mendations, except that it was requested that efforts be made to 
find and preserve the proceedings of the County Revolutionary 
Committees etc., etc. The first time I was a member of Assembly 
I introduced some resolutions in regard to the Journals alluded 
to, & these, preceded by a short report from the Library Com- 
mittee (in whose name they were introduced) provided for the 
printing of all the manuscript Journals in the Secretary's Office. 
You will find them in the Resolutions of the Session of 1850-51. 
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As I offered the resolutions, no sum was specified in the appro- 
priation for printing, and they passed without any opposition. 
In the Senate they lingered on, like all resolutions in which no 
one has a particular interest, until the close of the Session; & as 
they were passing, some one, having no idea of the cost of the un- 
dertaking, inserted the sum of $1000. It passed in this form, when 
too late to alter it, & the appropriation being much too small, the 
matter has been dropped. I well remember the enthusiasm— (it 
is a strange word to use in this connection, but it is a proper one) 
—the enthusiasm which my resolutions excited in both wings of 
the Capitol. Immediately after the first reading of them, several 
came to offer me their thanks for calling the matter up—a general 
surprise was expressed that these documents had not been printed 
before, and there was a universal desire that the object of the 
resolutions be carried out. Several out-siders became interested, 
and one gentleman from Tennessee (of a leading N. C. family) 
came often to my seat, and offered to advance $100 towards print- 
ing these documents if the State would not do it. 

I now think the State will not incur the cost of printing all; 
it would not be less than $5,000. 

That part of these documents, however, which excited most 
interest, can, I think, be published by private enterprize, & as I 
have constant use for it, I have determined to undertake the mat- 
ter, provided I can get a good Editor. 

I think the Journal of the last Colonial Legislature, and a few 
extracts from the Council Book, bearing directly on the revolu- 
tionary movements, the Journals of all the Provincial Congresses, 
and of the Conventions which adopted the State and Federal 
Constitutions, might be published in one large volume, or two 
smaller ones. The cost—including that of transcribing—would not 
exceed $1,000, not be more than $1,200 at most, & 250 subscribers 
at $5. would cover it. I think 300 copies can be disposed of at $5. 
or $4. Of course the sale would be limited. I have had frequent use 
for the Journals of our Provincial Congresses, and when I wish to 
consult them, I have to go to Raleigh. 

Besides : in my efforts to renovate our School Literature, I 
often state facts which foreign publishers hardly believe, & which 
our own people are not prepared to believe as settled history. For 
instance, the other day, in examining a very popular School his- 
tory of the U. S. I found much credit given to Connecticut for the 
fact that on June 14th. 1776, her Legislature instructed her dele- 
gates in Congress to go for Independence, & yet, on the 12th. of 
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April, 1776, our Provincial Congress unanimously passed similar 
resolutions. It is really surprising how ripe our people were for 
revolution & for a republican form of Government, the very 
first year of the revolution they adopted a Constitution of great 
wisdom and liberality for that day, & which is substantially still 
in use! This is a great feat, & shews that the public mind had long 
been familiar with ideas of freedom. 

If the Records to which I allude should be published, there 
ought to be a short explanation, giving, very briefly, the history 
of each, in short, there should be, in the Commentary, a connect- 
ing link between the Royal Government, and the Revolutionary, 
& then between this and the State Government, adopted at Hali- 
fax. It would be easy to bridge over the gulfs. 

I know of no one better qualified than yourself to undertake 
this task, your family descent, your position, information, etc., 
would render the connection of your name with the work eminent- 
ly proper. 

I have no desire, or expectation, of connecting my own [name] 
with it, unless I have to edit it, & this I do not think that I can do. 
I will take all the risk of publishing, etc., but my engagements 
render it almost impossible for me to undertake the work of an 
editor. The business of my pen is now so great, that my health 
suffers from it. 

Please let me hear from you as soon as possible. If I undertake 
to see to the publishing of it, now is a very favorable time, & I 
could with more safety now assume this risk than perhaps at any 
other. 

P. S. Address me at Greensboro'. The appearance of this manu- 
script will convince you that my pen is rather overtasked. 
The work will be published with the name of W. L. Pomeroy as 
publisher, etc., etc., etc. 
If you should feel at liberty to edit this work, there would be 
issued a very modest notice of it, a plain statement, from the 
record, of the contents, and nothing more. 

To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

Jany. 21st, 1856. 

I received from Mr. Cooke last Saturday, the proof of my 
Father's first article, Battle of Ramsour's Mill, etc. The names of 
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persons and places as corrected heretofore, are nearly accurate, 
but the typography is so wretchedly mean and insignificant, that 
I fear it will bring discredit on anything appearing in it. In many 
parts it is nearly illegible, blanks standing for letters and even 
syllables. Besides this, there seems to be an abandonment of the 
use of Capital letters—the words "Whig and Tory," "North, 
South," etc., being invariably spelled with the small letter—be- 
sides other violations of the elementary rules of Composition, 
which render the Magazine any thing but the emanation of a 
Literary Institution. 

I have sent back the paper, calling these things to his notice, 
but whether he can improve, I know not. He is likely to make 
blunders in his Map also, from his statements to me. 

I have written him that I will be in Raleigh the last of the 
week, to remain some days, and hope to have a conference with 
him, on both subjects. 

Mr. C. H. Wiley desires me to undertake to edit a publication 
by him, of part of the public records, of the Revolution. I have 
not leisure for it now, and hope nothing of the kind will be at- 
tempted, unless it be a full series, in Chronological order. 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

January 23rd., 1856. 

I received from the Post office yesterday morning your letter of 
Monday, 21 inst., and this morning your letter of the 14th. Dec, 
postmarked yesterday.   (22nd. Jan.) 

I am very sorry to hear that Cook is not taking more pains 
with the forthcoming number of the Mag. I hoped that the inti- 
mations which I made to him upon the subject while in Raleigh, 
would have produced some effect. To enable you to proceed in 
due time with the correction and arrangement of your father's 
M.S.S. 

I enclose a copy of Gov. Martin's Proclamation, issued at Char- 
lotte on the 4 Oct., 1780, which Judge Murphey seems to have 
clipped from a newspaper printed at Easton, M'd., 11 Dec, 1821. 

I have the Tryon letter-book in my possession. It is made up 
entirely of letters written by Gov. Tryon himself, and contains 
none written to him. I find it to be however quite as valuable and 
as interesting as I anticipated, and the copy has been prepared 
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most carefully, accurately and neatly. I would have scarcely found 
it possible to have had it so well done at home, for any ordinary 
compensation. 

Your father's M. S. S., with the necessary illustrations, will oc- 
cupy the space ordinarily appropriated to history, in the Feb., 
March & April numbers, and may be followed in May and June 
by accounts of the commotions produced by the Stamp-Act, and 
the war with the Regulators, prepared from the materials fur- 
nished by Tryon. I find Martin's details in relation to the Stamp 
act very inaccurate, Jones, in a considerable degree imaginative, 
while both combined, make much less impression than the official 
narrator. 

Tryon seems to have had less ability and more amiability than 
I had imagined. He was very zealous for the Church, more liberal 
than his royal master towards Presbyterians, and intolerant in 
relation to other Sects. The original Charter of Queen's College 
provided that none other than a communicant of the Church of 
England, licensed by the Governor, should be eligible to the of- 
fice of President, and seems to have been disallowed by the King, 
from the apprehension that a majority of the Trustees, Profes- 
sors & fellows, might be Presbyterians, who Tryon states were 
evidently in the majority, in the Assembly that granted it. 

I have not yet met with a copy of the King's mountain pamph- 
let. 

To- U. 

Hillsborough, N. C, 

Feb. 8th., 1856. 

I have had the honor to receive your communication of the date 
of the 28th. ult., as the organ of a joint Committee, of the Euph- 
radian and Clariosophic Societies, announcing that I had been 
selected to deliver before them an Oration, on the occasion of 
celebrating their Fiftieth Anniversary, in November next. 

In reply, I beg you and the Euphradian Society, whom you 
represent, to be assured, that I very highly appreciate the honor 
of being esteemed worthy to be its representative, in so interesting 
a service; but I am apprehensive that the choice has been made 
under a mistake of fact. I am not an Alumnus of South Carolina 
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College, having taken my Collegiate course of study at the Uni- 
versity of this State. 

I am confident, therefore, that a knowledge of this circum- 
stance, on your part, would have excluded my name from the 
number of those among whom the selection was intended to be 
made. 

From David L. Swain. A. 

Chapel Hill, 

Feb. 8th, 1856. 

1 send you by the present mail a package containing three 
newspapers which were preserved by Judge Murphey and which 
you will be able to turn to good account in editing your father's 
manuscripts. In addition to these printed accounts I have a long 
letter from Gen'l Lenoir, containing his reminiscences of the 
Battle at Kings Mountain, which I will send to you if you desire 
it 

Gen'l Lenoir's letter is dated 8th. May 1821, and contains the 
following reference to Col. Williams and the S. C. militia: "There- 
fore orders were given for as many men as had or could procure 
horses to go in advance (as mounted infantry, not having a single 
dragoon belonging to the army) whereupon about 5 or 600 were 
prepared and marched off about sun rise on the 6th day of Octo- 
ber 1780 leaving the foot men about 1500 in number encamped 
on Green river under the command of Maj. Jo. Herndon.1 And 
said advanced party of mounted infantry, being joined by Col. 
Williams with a few S. Carolina militia in the evening arrived at 
a place called the Cow-Pens in South Carolina." 

"Col. Williams was wounded in the battle and died one or two 
days afterwards & Gen'l Morgan defeated Col. Tarlton at said 
Cow-Pens after the Battle of Kings Mountain." 

1 Joseph Herndon (b. 1751), a native of Virginia, a gunsmith, who was the first 
county surveyor of Wilkes County, North Carolina. A captain of militia in 1776, 
he was a major at King's Mountain. He was a Member of the Commons, 1782t 
1788, 1793, and a delegate to the Convention of 1788. 
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Shelbys2 & Prestons3 publications in relation to the Battle at 
Kings Mountain are preserved among Mr. Murphey's collections, 
and are at your service. 

From Robert Hall Morrison. U. 

Cottage Home, 

Feb. 15th, 1856. 

I have just returned from a meeting of our Board of Trustees. 
As the Executors of Mr. Chambers seem to hesitate about making 
further payments in anticipation of a Contest in regard to the 
Construction of the Will, we have determined to bring suit, & 
to have the whole matter issued before our Highest Judicial Tri- 
bunal as speedily as possible. 

We were much gratified to find your able and learned Opinion 
so favourable to our prospect of holding the whole am't of the 
Legacy. It is our united wish to retain you as Counsel in the Legal 
Process. 

Our Board appointed a Committee to have Charge of the Suit 
in their behalf. This Committee, to which I belong, has instructed 
me to write to you, and gain your consent to act in this important 
Trial. And further, to know for what Sum you will render your 
services to it's final issue. 

We ask information in regard to the latter because as the 
agents of others we might be charged with want of fidelity in 
leaving it without a distinct understanding; and because further, 
we find that Mr. Osborne & Mr. Wilson,4 whom the Board wish 
to aid you in this business, are disposed to delay an answer on 
the Same point, until we hear from you. 

As Mr. Osborne & Mr. Wilson are members of the Board, and 
their proximity to the College will enable them to attend to all 
the details, it will be Chiefly for your advice on the main points, 
and your legal wisdom & high influence before the higher Courts, 

"Isaac Shelby (1750-1826), a native of Maryland, who lived successively in Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Kentucky. He was a member of the Virginia 
legislature in 1779, rose to colonel at King's Mountain, was a member of the 
North Carolina Commons from Sullivan County (now Tennessee) in 1782, and of 
the Kentucky Convention of 1792. He was Governor, 1792-1796, 1812, led troops to 
the Northwest, 1813, and declined appointment as Secretary of War,  1817. 

8 William Preston (1729-1781), of Virginia, a native of Ireland, a colonial leg- 
islator, colonel in the revolution, who died of wounds received at King's Moun- 
tain. 

* Joseph Wilson, of Mecklenburg County. 
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and in the main argument of the Cause, that we wish to rely upon 
you. 

I think the Committee feel full Confidence in Committing the 
Cause into your hands with the assistance of the Gentlemen above 
named. But, if you think more Counsel might be necessary, I shall 
be pleased to hear from you on that point. 

In behalf of the Committee I shall be pleased at any time to 
be advised of the important aspects of the case, and will give you 
any information in our power, if necessary. 

Our Solicitude and responsibility in this great issue, are en- 
hanced by the fact that all we seek to gain or save, is to be appro- 
priated to the cause of Education—It is become a conflict between 
the most signal benevolence consecrated to a noble object on the 
one hand, and the suggestions of Cupidity on the other; to be 
rendered memorable by the magnitude of the interests at Stake. 

I hope to hear from you on this subject as soon as convenient. 
By the kindness of Providence, we are all in usual health. 
I am much obliged to you for the U. Mag'e containing an ac- 

count of Revolutionary Scenes by y'r Father in which I was much 
interested. 

To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

Feb. 29th, 1856. 

I send you the copy of Revolutionary narrative for April, com- 
mencing with the retreat of the British from Charlotte, and end- 
ing with Morgan's safe retreat across the Yadkin. 

I have just received the proof of the March No. but have not yet 
read it. Mr. Cooke desires to be furnished early with the diagrams, 
etc. I send that of Cowen's Ford. 

[P.S.] Unless he copies from Ramsey, we can present no picture 
of Kings Mountain. 

From Robert Hall Morrison. U. 

Cottage Home, 

February 29th., 1856. 

Yours of the 25th. has been received. I hope it will be satisfac- 
tory to our Committee. 
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Am I permitted to say that by "successful decision," upon which 
Two thousand is contingent, that you mean gaining the whole 
am't of the Legacy willed to the Board? I infer this from the 
fact that you name one per cent on $250.000—the sum estimated 
as the whole bequeathment. 

If we only gain what will make us worth $200,000. we will 
probably not get over $100,000. from Mr. Chambers' Legacy. If 
I understand the sentiments of the Board, we look upon the 
gaining of the suit as the whole Legacy. If correctly informed 
Judge C. does not intend contesting our holding to the am't of 
$200,000. with what we now have. The contest will be for the 
am't over the limit of the Charter. 

Your answer is entirely satisfactory to me on that point, but I 
wish to meet the Com. fully prepared for a distinct understanding, 
as I have been so instructed; and it may save us trouble to under- 
stand fully what is meant by gaining the suit. I am gratified to 
receive such decided evidence of your full conviction that our 
cause is righteous, and will succeed. If we fail, it will be the most 
signal violation of sacred trusts to a great and good object, ever 
recorded [in] our State. 

I have just written to Mr. Osborne, calling his attention to your 
advice in regard to the Town lots, Land, etc., and requested him 
to attend to the matter. 

I am much pleased with y'r purpose to bring all the suits 
before the 1st. Court in Rowan, as the delay in this matter is a 
very great injury to our College. 

We had adopted a plan for new Buildings very much needed, 
and will be thrown back until the suit is decided. 

I sent you recently y'r Father's account of the Battle of King's 
Mountain. The Drawing I could not find. 

*ff IF ^f? "W * 

The weather is now pleasant. General health prevails. 

From James W. Osborne, U. 

March 1st, 1856. 
#    #    #    #    « 

What will the Whigs do. I am convinced that we cannot rally 
the Whig party under the know nothing Banner. And I am con- 
vinced that we can make no important acquisitions from the 
democracy by assuming the new denomination. 
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In the present aspect of the Country—when we are menaced 
with a Sectional contest under federal auspices—and a victory like- 
ly to be obtained either before the people or the House of rep- 
resentatives over our own section, should not Southern Whigs 
consider before they go into the controversy at all, or if so, use 
their power so as to avert the evils of abolitionism? 

The course of duty is, I confess, hemmed in with difficulties; 
my inclinations are in favour of a "masterly inactivity." 

From John C. Burton. U. 

York District, S. C. 

March 4th., 1856. 

I received your letter on the 27 and I went to Charlotte on the 
next day and got the things that you sent but got no plows and 
no trees the plows had not come General Neels wagon is pasing 
every week and he promised to bring them to his house when 
they come the fruit trees Mr Johnson said that the man he was 
to get them from disappointed him had let them all go and in 
getting the things that you sent I got the Cart wheels and the bag 
of bags that I see is for the other place I had got Shoes befour I 
received Your letter I was verry sorry that I had not waited 
longer to hear from you but I had to go to Charlotte to get nails 
and the Dr said that I had as well get the shoes as it was the 
time that he always bought the second pair those that you sent 
can remain in the Box until You come or be kept for the next 
Year as for the Cotten it would have bin done befour this time 
if we had have had roping enough two days work will put it in 
order for market it is worth in Charlotte $937i/£ and some has 
bin Sold at 1030 it is generally thought that it will be hier Corn 
is from 50 to 57 Oats 30 Bacon 11 the oats that you talk of taking 
I have kept them for You but it is so lait that I suppose that you 
have given out taking them and the price is so lo that I think 
that we had as well feed them a way and save corn we have 
sowed no oats yet would have bin Sowing but the ground is two 
wet I expect to commence to morrow and will Sowe the Clover 
Seed when the ground gets in order our wheat has taken a pretty 
start to grow since the Snow left it has bin a bad time for plow- 
ing Since the Snow we have had a great deal of rain I lack about 
3 days of having the river field broke   I am quite Sick today   I 
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have taken the Chils again but I feel better to day than I did yes- 
terday 

the hands are generally well Mary is complaining Some but 
not more than would be expected I am out of all order to write 
and must write you a short letter 

From John C. Burton. U. 

York Destrict, 

March 10th., 1856. 

We have met with a Serious acident Simons house caut on fier 
and burnt up and every thing that was in it no person new it 
aintell the ruf was a bout falling in I think it must have bin 
burnt by leaving two much fier in the house and no person in 
their with it we had hard work to save Jims house and Marthas 
they both caut on fier Some 6 or 8 diferent times live coals of fier 
would lite on the ground at the gin house had to keep hands 
their to put it out we blowed and hollowed but no person come 
to our relief except Zodok Smiths hands I was in bed expecting 
a chil I run out but was two late to do any good towards saving 
the house after we got every [thing] Secure that we could I come 
back in the house I had one of the worst Chils that I ever had in 
my life 

Mary has a fine son it is three days old we had to carry Mary 
out of her house to which I thought would injur her but we 
have taken her back and She says that She feels no worse Mr. 
Youngblood a man that lives on the other side of the river near 
Mr Writes ferry last week got his barn and Stables and Corn 
Crib and two horses burnt up lost a bout 1000 bushels corn and 
all his ruf food just twelve months Since the fier broke out at this 
place   I feel quite sick and I must come to a Close 

Yours with respect 

From William D. Cooke. U. 

Raleigh 

March 11th. 1856. 

I have received from Chapel Hill the Copy of your article for 
the April No. of the "U. Magazine" with the sketch of the Battle 
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at Cowan's Ford, and also a volume containing a plan of the 
Battle of King's Mountain. 

I have copied both, and sent them to the North to see if I can 
get them engraved. I fear however, there is too little time to get 
them done for the April Number. 

I have concluded to put the Magazine in the same type as 
the Cultivator. 

Do you wish 25 Copies of the March No. and also of each suc- 
ceeding one containing your articles? If so shall I send them by 
mail. 

From David L. Swain. U. 

Chapel Hill, 

March 13th, 1856. 

Do me the favour to read the enclosed transcript from Gov. 
Caswell's Letter-Book of a very interesting letter written im- 
mediately after the defeat of Gates at Camden by Gen'l Davidson. 

At the beginning of the 6th. line from the bottom of the 3d. 
page is a name, which Anna has endeavoured to present in fac- 
simile of the Letter-book, Col. Qubyson. Can you tell me what is 
the veritable name. It must be different from what it appears of 
record. 

I sent Ramsay's History of Tennessee to Mr. Cooke and he 
writes that he is endeavouring to procure an engraving of the 
Kings Mountain Battle-ground. He promises to bring out the 
April number of the Magazine in a new dress. 

To David L. Swain U. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

March 15th, 1856. 

I have read the copy of Gen'l Davie's letter, and herewith re- 
turn it. It is another evidence of the spirit of the Country, between 
the Yadkin & Catawba, at the dark day of it's date. 

The name you refer to, I think, must be a bad writing of "Wil- 
son," to whom reference is just before made, as having brought 
intelligence from Camden, and seems to have come up the Coun- 
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try under the safe conduct of "Capt. McNiel,5 of Hamilton's 
(Tory)   Regiment." 

I do not know who Col. Wilson was. There was a considerable 
family, in Mecklenburg, of the name. One of whom, David Wil- 
son, held the rank of Major at Ramsour's Mill. Another, Samuel, 
was a Captain. They were brothers of my Grand mother David- 
son, and survived untill since my recollection. I have heard of 
elder ones, "Benjamin, Samuel," etc., but do not know who is 
referred to in this letter, or how he was released at Camden. 

I have never seen the diagram in Ramsey's history, and not 
for some time the account of Kings Mountain, in the Lit. Mes- 
senger. I don't know that it is necessary to accompany it with any 
notes, except the editorial introduction appended to the last 
article. 

Mr. Cooke in a note to me, speaks doubtfully of getting the 
diagrams inserted in the Mag. I have a pencil sketch of two of 
my Father's men in 1781, on horseback, shewing all their arms, as 
described in his pension declaration, and the article for April, 
made by F. Grist, but I presume Mr. C. would not incur the 
expense of a wood cut of that. 

I do not think it proper to make a question as to Williams' 
command at Kings Mountain being in great part North Caro- 
linians. If it were so, as there is some reason to believe, my Father 
does not seem to have been aware of it. 

To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

April 21, 1856. 

I have no knowledge or information of the Col. Williams re- 
ferred to, in your inquiries. Mr. John Bullock6 of Granville spent 
a day with me last week, and I learned from him, that Judge Wil- 
liams had four or five brothers, from one of whom, or a sister, 
he is himself descended. That there was a considerable emigration 
from Nutbush to Kentucky, of this family and its connexions, 
from interests acquired there, through the "Kentucky land Com- 
pany" and that persons of the name of Lumpkin moved thence 
to Kentucky also. 

8 John McNeil or McNeill. 
*John  Bullock  was  a  well-known   planter,   who   lived   at   Williamsborough   in 

Granville  (now Vance) County. 
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He suggests that his Uncle Rich'd Bullock,7 of Warren, who 
was largely interested in Ky. lands, and visited that State more 
than once, and was thus present at the marriage of Henry Clay, 
could unravel the labyrinth of the Assist. Sec. of the Treasury. He 
says, his Uncle is now 80 odd years of age, but he has always been 
regarded as a man of extraordinary faculties. Should you write 
him, on this subject, it might be well to inquire also, as to Col. 
Williams of Kings Mountain; of what family he was, & his early 
history. 

At Wake Superior Court, Mr. Cooke proposed to issue my 
Father's Historical papers in a Vol. of the style of the lectures on 
Rev. His. if I would prepare an introduction. I have thought 
a brief history of the papers themselves, the occasion of their be- 
ing written, and their long sleep in the trunk of James, is all that 
is necessary, but will be glad to have any suggestion from you on 
the subject. 

I sent last week the article for May, which completes the cam- 
paign of '81, as far as he served in it, with the diagram of the bat- 
tle at Clapp's Mill. The former diagrams are not well executed. 

I haven't a copy of the Mag. for June 1852, containing the nar- 
rative of the expedition to Wilmington, which will appear in the 
June No. of this year, and will be greatly obliged to you for one, 
if you have a spare copy, that it may be revised and corrected. 

I see but few papers, but Mr. Cooke says the articles have been 
copied by several presses, and seem to have attracted some interest. 
I have a loose Mem. on a scrap of paper, of the places of encamp- 
ment of Pickens' 8 brigade, from the Catawba to Orange, etc., 
which I found at my Father's last residence, & which I thought 
might be added as a note, to the forthcoming article, but the 
names are so changed that I don't suppose they could be easily 
located now. 

I have received from Gov. Manly a notification of my appoint- 
ment as a member of the Com'tee of Exam'tn for the ensuing 
Commencement, but as the Co. Court here will be in session, 
Sc Rowan Sup'r Ct. in which I have filed a Bill for the Trustees 
of Davidson College, I fear I shall not be able to attend before 
the second week, if at all. 

'Richard Bullock, a planter in Warren County, a graduate of the University. 
8 Andrew Pickens (1739-1817), of South Carolina, a native of Pennsylvania, a 

brigadier general in the Revolution, an effective legislator, delegate to the Con- 
vention of 1790, and Member of Congress, 1793-1795. He was the grandfather of 
Francis W. Pickens. 
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To David L. Swain. U. Swain Mss. 

Hillsboro', 

April 28th, 1856. 

I will thank you to send me the Manuscript of the "Closing 
Scenes of the Revolution". The printed article wants much cor- 
rection, to make it readable, and I think there may be some mis- 
take of names. 

Gen'l Davie's papers are of great value, in corroboration of the 
statements of my Father. For example, the latter says, in his in- 
troduction, that the greater part of Sumter's force at Hanging 
Rock were North Carolinians; Davie says, they were 500, to 300 
S. Car'l'n's. etc. 

I have not yet read Davies' narrative of the Battle of Guilford 
C. H. You were of opinion that it should follow the forthcoming 
paper, in the Mag. closing just after the affair at Whitsell's Mill. I 
will examine it, and consider. I fear, however, that we are weary- 
ing the readers of the Mag. by the space which has been devoted 
to the Memoranda. 

Mr. Cooke sent me, last week, the greater part of the proof of 
the May No. I fear he will not present the diagram of "Clapp's 
Mill." The copy of that at Cowen's Ford, is greatly wanting in 
accuracy. I gave him a drawing of the mounted men of Mecklen- 
burg in '81, made by Grist, from the description of my Father, 
but do not suppose he will produce that now. 

Please, let me have the Mss. above referred to, at the earliest 
convenient opportunity. 

From John H. Gibbon.9 U. 

U. S. Branch Mint 

Charlotte, N. Carolina. 

May 27th. 1856. 

I have prepared with some care a paper I design to read before 
the Scientific Association, which I have just received notice, meets 
in Albany, New York, on the 20th. August. 

•John H. Gibbon, a native of Pennsylvania and a graduate of Jefferson Medical 
College, who came to North Carolina in 1835 and was assayer, and for a time 
director of the United States mint at Charlotte. 
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It is very obvious—to those who have attended to the "princi- 
ples" or "elements" which regulate the values of precious metals, 
that "Money" early formed a language of intelligible proportions 
among the civilized Nations of Asia, as they still continue to do, 
almost without coinage, so far as Gold and Silver are concerned. 

"The Principle" pursued at the present time by the Chinese 
& Japanese, is precisely that employed by the Egyptians, Hebrews, 
and Phoenicians of the remotest historical periods, and handed 
down to us by Mints., which were managed by Goldsmiths in 
Europe until quite recent dates. 

I desire to have an introduction to your friend, Dr. Hawks, of 
New York, or to Com. Perry, or to both, that I may be able to 
satisfy myself upon a few practical points, which their experience 
and studies may enable them to supply. 

This favor will much oblige 

From John C. Burton. U. 

York District, S. C. 

June 3rd. 1856. 

I take the present time to write you we are all in tolerable 
health at this time Crops look bad the weather has been so cool 
this Spring that Nothing can grow to do any good our Cotten 
a good stand we will get over it the seckon time to Morrow our 
bottom Corn we had it to plant the Seckond time we had a fresh 
that was all over it and coverd it three or four days and it died 
and we planted it again it is just coming up the wheat we will 
commence cutting the latter part of this week it is the best wheat 
that I have seen one more good season we will make a fair crop 
of oats I will go to Charlotte with Your bacon this week or the 
first of next I would have went befour this time but our Crop 
would not admit of it the horse that we wer to get I have herd 
nothing from since You wrote at Charlotte 

The Doctor Says that he intends to make more wheat than we 
will with all the guano that you by but at the same time says 
that we would have made non at the Glen place if we had not 
have sowed guano the land that was not sowed will not make 
half as much as the other half the Mogul I think as good as the 
May wheat but will be two weeks or ten days later Stow has not 
got all of his corn yet  has one load to get if he gets it befour I 
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go to Charlotte I will do as you directed me I have nothing more 
of interest to write you 

Yours with respect 

From Henry W. Miller. U. 

Raleigh, 

June 9th., 1856. 

A number of our friends here, and in other sections of the State, 
are urging the absolute necessity of getting up, at once, a Cam- 
paign paper, to be published in this place, until the Presidential 
Election is over. The "Star" will be discontinued in a few weeks, 
and in view of the heated character of the contest, and the un- 
scrupulousness of the Locofoco Organ, I do not see how we can 
get on without a bold, able and spirited Campaign paper, one 
which can be circulated extensively throughout the State. I think 
with such a paper we can secure the vote of the State to Mr. Fill- 
more, without it, we may lose it. 

A number of us have seen Mr. Doub10 on the subject, and pro- 
posed to him to suspend the publication of the Star, issue a semi 
or tri-weekly Campaign sheet (at $1. or $1.25 per Copy for the 
Campaign) under a new name, (some suggest "The Yeoman," 
some "The Flag of the Union," others, "The Crisis," etc.) with 
the understanding, if he receives sufficient encouragement, that 
it is to be continued after the election is over, under the same 
title, as a weekly paper. Doub is willing to undertake it, if he has 
sufficient assurance that it will be sustained by the friends of the 
nominees for the Presidency, etc. The plan cannot be carried 
out without the aid and co-operation of a number of our friends 
of standing and influence. Under the circumstances, I have been 
advised to write to you, and a number of other gentlemen, for 
countenence and aid, if the proposition or plan is approved. 

Doub will be able to secure the aid of several persons in pre- 
paring editorials, and making selections, and he also promises to 
bend his whole energies to the work. I have promised my constant 
aid during the contest, consistent with my professional duties. 
Such a paper will do vast good. There will be a meeting of a num- 
ber of the friends of the nominees in this place on Saturday next 
at 12 o'clock to consider of this matter. Can we get your counten- 

W. C. Doub, editor of the Star (Raleigh), 1853-1856. 



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 641 

ance and aid? Would such a paper meet with patronage in your 
section of the State? Please let me hear from you. Of course there 
is no desire or design to injure any other paper, or to affect the 
prospects of the Register. The main purpose is, to issue a paper 
suited to the contest ahead. One which will correct the vile 
slanders, and misrepresentations of the Standard with boldness and 
effect. 

From William W. Morrison. U. 

Washington, D. C, 

June 19th, 1856. 

It has been a long time since I have received a letter from you. 
I would be much pleased if you would occupy one of your leisure 
moments in giving me your views on "matters and things in gen- 
eral," and particularly on politics. The political sky looks very 
blue to me. The North Carolinians here have formed a Demo- 
cratic Club, and every one in the City except myself joined it. I 
refused positively, and have no idea of supporting the Democra- 
tic nominees unless compelled to do so, to defeat the Black Re- 
publicans. I not only prefer Mr. Fillmore on account of his Whig 
antecedents, but am with him in his American principles. Is there 
any possibility of his being elected? Do you think votes given to 
him in the Southern States will indirectly aid the Republican 
ticket? I would be greatly obliged for your opinions on this sub- 
ject, and also in regard to our approaching State elections. Col. 
Puryear is also very anxious to know what you think of Mr. Gil- 
mer's prospects. 

From John C. Burton. U. 

York District, S. C. 

July 8th. 1856. 

I take the present time to write you we are all well as usual I 
send you the Bacon 20 peaces and also a sample of our Mogul 
wheat in the box fo Bacon in a small paper box Your Moneye I 
tried the Bank but got no check I paied it to Dr. McLean I did 
not send you the Bacon as soon as you wanted it   the river was 



642 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

up at the time that I was to go and the Creek distroied our Corn 
so that it was out of my power to go Sooner without neglecting our 
other business our Smoke house has bin robed of of Some meet 
one midling and one ham which has been found in Mr Thomp- 
sons barn Jack is the Negro that I think don it he has more than 
any of the rest of Negros and that is the only way that I can see 
that he gets it I would like for you to make some arrangement to 
separate An and Jock if you dont it will not be long untill Susan 
will be as bad as they are 

We have had no rain in four weeks untill last Saturday Nite 
we had the hardest rain that I ever saw fall washed our Cotten 
ground powerfull and verry hard wind we ware about half done 
cutting oats the balance that we have to cut we will loose one 
third of them our Cotten crop pretty fair Corn a bad stand 
Wheat good for this season the land that was not manured at 
the Glen place had 31 bundles on it and other 63, and I think 
as much Wheat in one bundle whare guano was sowed as in two 
of the other, the mogul was much better wheat than the other I 
would like for you to bring a sample of your blu stem with you 
if it was convenient for you to do so it is a verry wet day and 
looks like we would have another fresh 

Yours 
You will please pay S. H. Brewre 65 or $70 for me 

From James W. Osborne. U. 

[July, 1856] 
#    *    #    #    # 

A word on political matters. Is it possible in the present con- 
dition of affairs to succeed in the election of Mr. Fillmore. By the 
organization of the Republican party, which is anti-Slavery in 
fact, and altogether sectional in its theatre, is not an organization, 
of the South, even as a matter of necessity. 

At all events, is not this the aspect which politics will assume 
in the course of the canvass. Will not many of Mr. Fillmore's 
friends by a sort of moral duress feel constrained to vote against 
him. Many become neutral—and the canvass for him be conducted 
with the listlessness and want of energy which are always pro- 
duced by the apprehension of defeat. This feeling will I fear be 
universal at the South, where Mr. Fillmore is personally stronger 
than anywhere else. Would it not, in view of all this, be wise in 
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him to decline the nomination, if he can do so consistently at all 
with an evident obligation. I write as a Whig. It is evident that 
the American party is, in all its aspects, an impotent, and I think 
mischievous organization, which, without doing any thing for the 
Country, has interfered egregiously with the genuine Whig party. 

Of course I shall vote for Mr. Gilmer. His services to the State, 
and his thorough Whigism give him this claim on me. But I greatly 
fear that the state of affairs is very inauspicious for Mr. Fillmore, 
& that he will not receive the popular support to which he is en- 
titled, and would otherwise obtain. 

From Millard Fillmore. U. 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

August 9th., 1856. 

Your congratulatory letter of the 22nd. ult. came duly to hand, 
for which I beg you to accept my grateful acknowledgements. I 
regret that we did not meet in N. York. . . . 

Your letter had prepared me for probable defeat in your State, 
which, from the partial returns, seems likely to prove true. May 
we still hope for something better in November? 

The Americans are very confident of this State, and New Jer- 
sey, and we hope for Mass. [Illegible] in this State is in [torn] 
confusion. But the chaotic elements must soon assume shape, and 
we shall then know what to expect. I enclose you a very fair, 
candid article from an Buffalo Com'l Advertiser of yesterday, on 
the probable vote of N. Y. in Nov. next. Would it not be well to 
reprint it at the South? 

From present appearances, the only Northern State which 
Buchanan can carry, is Pennsylvania. 

Brook's11 attack upon Sumner12 has done more for Freemont,13 

than any 20 of his warmest friends North have been able to 

n Preston Smith Brooks (1819-1857), of South Carolina, a graduate of South 
Carolina College, lawyer, state legislator, captain in the Palmetto regiment in the 
Mexican War, Democratic Member of Congress, 1853-1856, who resigned after the 
widely advertised and much exaggerated assault on Charles Sumner. He was re- 
elected and served until his death the following year. 

"Charles Sumner (1811-1874), of Massachusetts, a graduate of Harvard, lawyer, 
abolitionist, Free-soil and Republican United States Senator, 1851-1874. A fanatical 
Radical during Reconstruction, he broke with Grant and supported Greeley in 
1872. 

13 John Charles Fremont (1813-1890), explorer, politician, soldier, a native of 
Georgia, who was for a time a student at the College of Charleston. Dismissed, 
Joel R. Poinsett secured for him a place as a teacher in the navy. He was in the 
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accomplish. If Freemont is elected, he will owe his election en- 
tirely to the troubles in Kansas, and the martyrdom of Sumner; 
and the Republicans ought to pension Brooks for life, [illegible] 
unfortunate!! 

After your election returns are all in, I shall be happy to hear 
of your future prospects. 

I beg of you to make my kindest regards to Mrs. Graham, 
and believe me, 

Sincerely your friend 

From John C. Burton. U. 

York District, S. C, 

August 11th, 1856. 

I take the present time to write you we have had a great deal 
of Sickness Since You left Marys Child Liza died Yesterday 
Morning a bout 7 oclock with Croup or Something like phthisic 
John the boy that was sick when you was hear was taken worse 
the next day after You left and was for a week that we thought 
would dy but is going a bout at this time and I think by car will 
get well Jack and Jim both have been Sick for Something more 
than two weeks with flux Jim on the mend smartly Jack mends 
but slow the week after You left we had 9 cases in the house at 
one time but are all out but Jack and Jim I have been sick a 
week with something like fever but have got well the people a 
bout York are dying fast with flux John Harts wife is dead died 
last Friday was a week 

we have verry dry weather have had no rain Sence You left and 
on the back of that the Army worms are destroying our Corn on 
the North side of the Creek they have stript of the blades to the 
year like the fodder was puld and eat every sprig of gras as they 
go on this side they are not so bad things look discouragin our 
Cotten loosing every day low down in South Carolina I understand 
topographical corps, a surveyor for the Charleston & Cincinnati Railroad, took 
part in the exploration under Nicollet, and in 1842, headed an exploring expedi- 
tion to the West, which led to a second and better known one. On a third he 
hoisted the United States flag over California. He was convicted by a court-martial 
and resigned, made a fortune in California gold, and was United States Senator, 
1850-1851. He was in 1856 the first Republican candidate for President. He was a 
major-general, commanding the department of the West in the Civil War, and was 
removed by Lincoln for publishing an abolition proclamation. The Radicals 
nominated him for President in 1864, but he was induced to retire. Later he failed 
in business, and was placed upon the retired list of the army. He married a 
daughter of Thomas H. Benton. 
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that the worms have destroyed almost every thing and on the 
other side of the river they are bad 

our Wheat we have had it thrashed and Cleand we had 264 
bushels the Mogul maid 10 bushels to one Sowed and weight 67 
pounds to the bushel the May wheat 5$/4 and weight 69 pounds 
to the bushel taken things as they are I think you would do well 
to hold your wheat back a while untill You see how things will 
go I understand that it is worth 125 cts in Charlotte I have been 
expecting a letter from You for the last ten days but have received 
none yet 

as for the work we are Mowing our Meadows and cleaning out 
our fence Corners and will Commence cleaning up for wheat to 
Morrow or next day the ground is so hard that we cannot plow 
the men when they get through Moing they will go to getting 
house logs and Spliting rails the Doctor says that he will beat 
us making wheat with all the guano that you will by Ben asked 
me to write to y to no if You ware willing for him to take wife at 
Mrs. Nancy Masons he said the reason why he did not ask You 
when You was hear was becaus he had not got fur a long 

Nothing More at present 

Yours with respect 

From Edward Everett. U. 

Boston, 

Aug. 25th, 1856. 

I have this evening received your obliging favor of the 21st. 
Should I be able to visit N. Carolina this autumn, it will afford 
me much pleasure to accept your hospitality. I am apprehensive 
however, that I shall not be able to undertake a tour of public 
speaking. 

I over-exerted myself in the Spring and am but slowly recover- 
ing from the effects. I am to make an experiment at Albany next 
Thursday, and can better judge of the result. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 

With much respect, 
Very truly yours, 
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From Richard A. Caldwell.1* U. 

Albemarle, N. C, 

September 5th., 1856. 

The recent overwhelming defeat of the American party has so 
dispirited them, that it is feared by many that we will not be 
able to carry the State for Mr. Fillmore. That it is in the power 
of the party, aided by the old line Whigs, to accomplish this, I 
believe, and am glad that many concur with me in the opinion. 
Still, it is absolutely necessary that we must go to work, and that 
soon, for we have very little time to spare. I have conversed with 
many of the leading men of this country since the elections, and 
they all believe that, with proper effort, the State can be redeemed. 
The American party will stand firm, and if we fail to carry North 
Carolina, it will be owing to the defection, or apathy, of the old 
line Whigs. A union between the two parties is indispensable for 
success at the November elections. If the prominent men of the 
old line Whigs will take an active part, many that are now doubt- 
ful will come to the support of Mr. Fillmore, and this desired 
object can be attained. 

To whom, then, can we appeal with more confidence than 
yourself. You have never joined the American party, but still re- 
main an old line Whig. You were a member of Mr. Fillmore's 
administration, which signalized itself by its wisdom, & modera- 
tion, and the lofty manner in which it discharged the important 
trusts that devolved upon it. An administration to which the 
country can point with pride, and admiration. One which Mr. 
Fillmore himself says will be the standard by which his future 
conduct will be governed, if he should be elected Chief Executive 
of the nation. Your Position will enable you to accomplish much 
towards effecting this purpose. As the recognized leader of the 
old line Whigs, if you will enter, heart and soul into this contest, 
much, very much, will enure to our advantage. 
T write this letter at the solicitation of many persons, among 

others Gen. Dockery, who says that he will do all in his power 
during the present contest. He suggests that you should make 
some appointments and address the people on the present alarming 
condition of the county, and says that you will not lack for sup- 
port in any efforts that you may make. 

"Richard Alexander Caldwell (1827-1882), of Stanly County, a son of Judge 
David F. Caldwell of Rowan County, a graduate of the University, lawyer, and 
later a delegate to the Convention of 1861 from Iredell County. 
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If you are unwilling to pursue this course, would you be will- 
ing to meet the Whigs and Americans of the Pee Dee country in 
mass meeting, and address them on the issues of the present can- 
vass. 

If it will not subject you to inconvenience, please answer this 
communication, and address your letter to Wadesboro'. 

Pardon the liberty I have taken of writing you this letter. My 
excuse is the deep interest I feel in the result [of the] present 
canvass. 

Notes for a Speech.15 A. 

1856. 

1. Duty of old Whigs—No necessity for Whig Convention, since 
the nomination of Fillmore—The case would have been diff't if 
Geo. Low, or any incompetent man had been selected by the 
Americans— 
2. Assertion of democrats at every Presidential election since 
1836 that slave property was in danger from the election of the 
Whig Candidate. Van Buren better friend of slavery than White 
or Harrison—Polk better than Clay—Oregon Bill—Cass than Tay- 
lor—Nicholson16 letter read two ways—didn't vote for Fugitive 
slave law Why? Pierce than Scott—While the South was cajoled 
with this story into voting for Pierce, he got nearly the whole 
Northern free soil vote. This evident from his great majority 
there, then, and lean support now. Like the jointed snake they 
fall to pieces, after every Presidential election and can't cooperate 
in measures, but when a Presidential election is about come on, 
the fragments unite for a new division of spoils. Witness the Van 
Burens Dix Sec— 

The democratic party which elected Pierce in 1852, contrib- 
uted more to the Black Rep. F. P. Blair than the Whigs. Hamlin 

18 As is evident this is a very unfinished outline for a political speech. It is, 
however, interesting as indicative of Graham's thinking at the time and also of 
his approach to a speech. 

"Alfred Osborn Pope Nicholson (1808-1876), of Tennessee, a graduate of the 
University of North Carolina, who began the study of medicine and then turned 
to law, editor in Columbia and then of the Union in Nashville, state legislator. 
Democratic United States Senator, 1841-1843, 1857-1861, chancellor, 1845-1851, 
president of the state bank, 1846-1847, editor of the Washington Union, 1853-1856, 
advocate of the Compromise of 1850. He was expelled from the Senate in 1861 
for disloyalty, and was twice arrested and imprisoned. After the war he was a 
delegate to the Convention of 1870, and chief justice, 1870-1876. The letter refer- 
red to was written by Lewis Cass in reply to an open letter addressed by Nichol- 
son to the presidential candidates of 1848. 
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& Morrill17 Mr. Boutwell18 Mass. Norris19 New Hampshire— 
Niles20 Cleveland21 & Welles,22 Con, Abijah Mann,23 Preston 
King,24 W. C. Bryant,25, Van B. etc., etc., N. Y. 

This party always made the slavery question subservient to 
the success of party—elected Chas. Sumner to Senate U. S. & 
Rantoul also, as an equivalent for the election of Boutwell as 
Gov'r. Turning out Branson to conciliate softs— 

Pres't stung by the viper that he had warmed in his own bosom. 
3. If the Whig party would have consented to as loose an al- 
liance as the democratic, it could readily assemble as large a con- 
vention from all quarters as that which met at Cin'ti—and bring 
all its old elements together. It would only be necessary to meet, 
and make up, and repeat or hear repeated, a creed which no one 
ever after expected to adhere to, and agree to vote for our can- 
didate. It is said a democrat is the same in all parts of the Union. 
What Southern man confesses that he is the same sort of democrat 
with Martin Van Buren, or John A. Dix, or a hundred others at 
the North. 
4. But we are now in a crisis, and a necessity for the Union of 
all Southern men, etc.—How did we get in this crisis? It did not 
exist at the end of Fillmore's administration—The democratic 

17 Justin Smith Morrill (1810-1898), of Vermont, merchant and farmer, Whig 
Member of Congress, 1885-1867, Republican United States Senator, 1867-1898, au- 
thor of the tariff act of 1861  and the land grant act of 1862. 

M George Sewell Boutwell (1818-1905), of Massachusetts, lawyer, state legislator, 
who after many defeats was Governor, 1851-1852, delegate to the Convention of 
1853, delegate to the Peace Conference, 1861, commissioner of internal revenue, 
1862-1863, Republican Member of Congress, 1863-1869, one of the managers in the 
Johnson impeachment trial, secretary of the treasury, 1869-1873. He held a number 
of offices and was president of the Anti-Imperialist League, 1898-1905. 

19 Moses Norris (1799-1855), of New Hampshire, a graduate of Dartmouth, law- 
yer, state legislator, Democratic Member of Congress 1843-1847, United States Sena- 
tor,  1849-1855. 

30 John Milton Niles (1787-1856), of Connecticut, lawyer, editor, state legislator, 
United States Senator,  1835-1839,  1843-1849,  Postmaster General,   1840-1841. 

^Chauncey Fitch Cleveland (1799-1887), of Connecticut, teacher, lawyer, state 
legislator, Governor, 1842 and 1843, Democratic Member of Congress, 1849-1853, 
who became a Republican in 1856. He was a delegate to the Peace Conference 
in 1861. 

82 Gideon Welles (1802-1878), of Connecticut, a Democratic editor, who became 
a Republican on the slavery issue, and Secretary of the Navy, 1861-1869. He be- 
came a Democrat again on the issue of Reconstruction. 

33 Abijah Mann, Jr. (1793-1868), of New York, state legislator, Democratic Mem- 
ber of Congress, 1833-1837. He became a Republican in 1856. 

^Preston King (1806-1865), of New York, a graduate of Union College, editor, 
lawyer, state legislator, Democratic Member of Congress, 1843-1847, 1849-1851, 
United States Senator, 1857-1863. He was influential in the nomination of Andrew 
Johnson  and had much influence with him.  He committed suicide. 

25 William Cullen Bryant (1794-1878), of New York, a native of Massachusetts, 
who, after a brief stay at Williams College, became a lawyer. He held many local 
minor offices, won a steadily increasing reputation as a poet, and became associate 
editor of the New York Review and editor of the Ex/ening Post. 
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party has been in power, and must have produced it. If incom- 
petent to manage, it should give place to those who can. But if 
we are in such a state as to require a Union of us all against the 
Black republicans, why was it not thought of sooner? This is a 
domestic question, among Southern people? Why were not the 
Am. or at least the Whigs consulted and allowed to participate 
in the choice of the Candidates—Perhaps they could have fur- 
nished a man, themselves, or one of them at least. But that was 
not thought of, they don't want you for Candidates—they only 
want your votes. But if the crisis be really such, why not unite on 
Fillmore. He was presented by the Americans, accepted by the 
Whigs, and is suited to meet this crisis. Where was the necessity for 
a party democratic convention, to nominate another man? He has 
met a like crisis before, and adjusted affairs to the satisfaction of 
the American people. This looks as if the crisis were not so great 
as the desire for the spoils. Self respect—Chivalrous devotion to 
principles and our men, forbids humiliation. 
5. We are under no constraint to vote for Buchanan—if we do 
we can't elect him. 
5. Can Fillmore be elected? If the South wills it, he can be elected 
by the electoral Colleges. Buchanan can't—table of votes—Fill- 
mores running necessary to prevent Fremont from being elected 
by the people. Fremont will get the abolitionists. Untill Fillmore's 
return he would have gotten more, but there is yet a large mass 
of conservative men in the North, who felt seriously offended at 
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, who are not yet run mad 
and ready for a dissolution of the Union, who in choosing a 
President will eschew men active in the repeal, or who stood on 
it, as party platform, who vote for Mr. Fillmore on account of 
his fitness for the office, and will not vote for Fremont, who has 
shown no qualification for it. Instance Amos Lawrence &c. and 
thus Mr. F. will carry the New England states—and others—All of 
which Fremont would get but for him— 
6. Ought he to be elected— 

In my opinion, since the death of Henry Clay no man has more 
eminent fitness to heal the disorders of the times. 

A crisis equally as great, when he took possession of the Gov't 
in 1850—He threw the whole weight of his administration into 
the scale of the compromise which had been brought forward 
under the auspices of Clay, and aided by other patriots of all 
parties, carried them. 
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Texas boundary about to cause a collision of arms, was ad- 
justed. California was admitted, and relieved from the long sus- 
pense under Military rule, under which she had been kept by 
the agitation of the Wilmot proviso, the territories of New Mexico 
and Utah were provided with Gov'ts without that proviso—It was 
conceded that the district of Columbia should cease to be a market 
for slaves—and Fugitive slave law was enacted to remedy the 
defects of the early acts of 1793. 

Emergency requiring Military force,—it was ordered in a mode 
more effective than that provided by the act of 1795 (Whiskey 
Insurrection) or 1806 (Burr's Conspiracy) under power to sum- 
mon posse Burdette vs Eskridge—Refusal of Marshal to execute, 
his prompt removal from office. General determination and in- 
structions to execute Law— 

Fillibusterism—Endeavour to preserve National faith and ex- 
ecute the neutrality law—Departure of Pampero—descent of Lopez 
—execution of Crittenden and party- 

Removal of Collector of Customs at New Orleans. Kossuthism, 
the only man in America to proclaim to Kossuth the true Ameri- 
can doctrine—Hulseman, and interference in Austrian affairs- 

France and Spain on the proposition to guarantee Independence 
of Cuba &c—General justice done to his administration after he 
was not nominated for the Presidency in 1852, by all parties. 
Eulogies like those on Clay after his death, from sources which 
concealed their admiration while he lived—Washingtonian— 
7. Pretensions of Mr. Buchanan—Not of the first class of States- 
men risen to first rank by deaths or disasters to his contempor- 
aries Wright,26 Woodbury &c. 

His friendship to South—Resolutions of 1819—speech 1826, 
votes for Texas treaty, in hope of abolishing slavery in more 
Northern slave States—as Northern men vote for Nebraska Act, 
& squatter sovereignty to abolish it, in all new territories. 
8. But placed on platform, which it is said, cures all his deficien- 
cies—"No longer himself." Little reliance on platforms—54° 40' 
or fight—Compromise of 1850 in platform 1852—endorsed by men 
who never approved it, before or after—Internal Improve'mt 
lately—Platforms last but a little way in an administration—A safe 
and reliable man wanted more than any thing else—Principles 
without men, are barren abstractions—But principles more ob- 

OT Joseph Albert Wright (1810-1867), of Indiana, a native of Pennsylvania, a 
graduate of Indiana University, lawyer, state legislator. Democratic Member of 
Congress, 1843-1845, Governor, 1849-1857, minister to Prussia, 1857-1861, 1865- 
1867, and United States Senator, 1862-1863. 
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jectionable  even than  Candidate—Fillibusterism—Squatter Sov- 
reignty—its first fruits are Civil War—its ultimate effect, to exclude 
slavery from all new territory. 

Combating V. B's letter- 
Whig principles and Whig men necessary in times of difficulty 

-1820, 33, 50- 
9. But Gov't has other duties than merely to guard over slavery— 

Extravagance of public expenditures 70 or 80 millions—greater 
than any year of Mexican War—No attempt at reform—Corrup- 
tion the consequence—Courts—Custom Houses—Contingent ex- 
penses of Congress—Platform has no allusion to this—A party 
which  can't  reform   this,   has  been   in  power  long  enough— 
10. Tariff allowed to remain, while it yields 60 to 70 Millions 
—20 Millions more than needed for a proper expenditure—At- 
tempt in 1832 to nullify—because of Tariff yielding about 16 to 
18 millions—no serious attempt to reduce this, though the demo- 
crats had their President, and a large majority of both Houses of 
Congress— 
11. Foreign policy, has kept the Country in a constant state of 
agitation and alarm- 

Foreign apointments of Austrian Jews and English Infidels— 
12. Mormandom and its immoralities— 
13. Circular to Post Masters requiring lists of the names of 
Foreigners &c with a view to send documents- 

Mission of Whig party 
Expression of Clay in relation to States—Ten. Ken. N. C. & 

Va- 
Candidate for Vice Pres.  Union loving conservative, and 

safe- 
Candidate for Gov'r— 
Though individuals die, States endure 
Americanism—Proscription of Foreigners and Catholics- 
Buchanan proscribes at the Whigs— 

[Clipping enclosed.] 

The Nashville Banner furnishes the subjoined list of names of 
prominent leaders who worked for Pierce in 1852, and are now 
supporting Fremont: 

Hamlin and Morrill, of Maine. 
Wells and Cleveland, of Connecticut. 
Preston King, Abijah Mann, D. K. Tompkins, 



652 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

A. S. Murray,27 J. J. Viele, D. G. Floyd, 
P. Dorsheimer28 and W. C. Bryant, of New York. 
A. P. Stone29 and N. H. Swayne,30 of Ohio. 
G. P. Buell and Gen. Lane,31 of Indiana. 
Trumbull,32 Bissell and Wentworth,33 of Illinois. 
Grow34 and Reeder,35 of Pennsylvania. 

"A Sound Northern Democrat." 

At "a grand rally" of the Indiana Democracy, on Saturday, the 
28th of June, at Cambridge, Gov. Wright of that State was the 
principal speaker. The Governor is one of those "sound North- 
ern Democrats," who have been so much glorified by the leaders 
and organs of the Southern Democracy. It will, therefore, be in- 
teresting to hear the Governor's views of the Kansas bill, that 
great measure "of deliverence and liberty" to the South and her 
institutions; for we doubt not they will be particularly interesting 
to his Southern Democratic friends. When the Governor was in- 
troduced to the meeting, says the special correspondent of the 
Cincinnati Gazette, who was present: 

"Ambrose Spencer Murray (1807-1885), of New York, banker, Republican 
Member of Congress, 1855-1859. 

38 Philip Dorsheimer, of New York, a native of Germany, a prominent and 
wealthy citizen of Buffalo, and an early Republican. 

29 Alfred Parish Stone (1813-1865), of Ohio, a native of Massachusetts, Demo- 
cratic Member of Congress, 1844-1845. 

30 Noah Haynes Swayne (1804-1884), of Ohio, a native of Virginia, lawyer, who 
moved to Ohio on account of slavery, Democratic state legislator, United States 
district attorney, associate justice of the United States Supreme Court, and a strong 
nationalist. 

81 James Henry Lane (1814-1866), of Indiana, lawyer, colonel .in the Mexican 
War, Democratic Member of Congress, 1853-1855. He moved to Kansas in 1855, 
was delegate to the Topeka Constitutional Convention, and was elected to the 
United States Senate, but not seated. He was president of the Leavenworth Con- 
vention, and was a Republican United States Senator, 1861-1865. He was appointed 
a brigadier general in the Civil War, but the appointment was cancelled. 

82 Lyman Trumbull (1813-1880), of Illinois, a native of Connecticut, lawyer, 
state legislator, Secretary of State, and justice of the Supreme Court. He was elected 
to Congress in 1854, but was elected United States Senator before he took his 
seat, and served from 1855 to 1873. 

83 John Wentworth (1815-1888), of Illinois, a native of New Hampshire, a grad- 
uate of Dartmouth, Member of Congress, 1843-1851, 1853-1855, Republican mayor 
of Chicago, 1857-1863, delegate to the Convention of 1861, Member of Congress, 
1865-1867. 

^Galusha Aaron Grow (1823-1907), of Pennsylvania, a native of Connecticut, a 
graduate of Amherst College, Free-soil Democratic and later Republican Member 
of Congress,   1851-1863   (speaker,   1861-1863),   1894-1903. 

"Andrew Horatio Reeder (1807-1864), of Pennsylvania, lawyer, a Democrat who 
was appointed Governor of Kansas territory in 1854. He was elected to Congress 
but was not seated. The same result followed his election to the United States 
Senate. He supported Fremont in 1856. 
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His first thoughts were directed to the Kansas bill. He thought 
it "the best Wilmot Proviso that had ever been enacted, as our 
Southern friends will find out, and all of us are opposed to sla- 
very." 

From John C. Burton. U. 

York District, S. C. 

Sept. 8th. 1856. 

I take the present time to write you we are all getting well 
again my self Jack Jim and John have had the flux verry bad 
but we are well or nearly so the balance are generally well we 
are not quite done taking fodder we lost some hay by the fresh 
which caused us to take more than we would have done we have 
a good chance of Wheat land broke and if we had the guano would 
begin to sow the Mogul pretty soon so as to get all sowed that we 
could befour we commence picking cotten I think you would do 
well to have the Clover lot broke and sowen in wheat as it seems 
that the weeds will take it and if you think so write and I will 
have it don I have been expecting a letter from you ever since 
you left and think that their must be something the mater as for 
our Corn we lost a great deal by the fresh on the last day of Au- 
gust I am cuting it down and feeding it to the hogs to save all 
that we can our Cotten is not as good as it had the appearance 
of being when you was hear about that time the drouth set in and 
cut it.off short the price of wheat has declined some but I think 
that Corn and wheat both will be high Gen Neel says that when 
you think of selling your wheat that he will give you the Char- 
lotte price let it be what it will and if so it will save hailing a 
great deal I went to Charlotte after my wife and I saw a fan that 
belong to you and I brought it home the guano we would like to 
have more than we had last year if you intend to have it put on 
all the old land which will be about 50 achors be sides the Corn 
land that you talk of sowing I supposed from what you said that 
you wanted all the mogul Sowed that could be in time last year 
we ware two late sowing it to get a good turn out 

I expect to commence picking Cotten next week with the lite 
gang the men will be getting logs for houses and rock for the 
chimneys we have more work to do than we can get don and we 
will do that I think is needed the worst Ann is said to be pregnant 
her and Jack are doing better than they have in some time Mar- 
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tha and Mary Ann are not able to do much work out if you could 
get some wheels they could do you more good Spining than they 
would in the field the Neighborhood is generally healthy Zadak 
Smith is verry sick with something like fever that is the only case 
that I no off about 20 Miles up the river they have the fever verry 
bad 

Nothing more at present 

Yours truly 

Speech at Whig National Convention3* 

September 17, 1856. 

Mr. President: 

I am taken by surprise by the call just made upon me. At very 
great inconvenience to myself I have made an effort to be present 
on this occasion, and when after my arrival I had been honored 
by a seat at your side, I had supposed it would be my duty merely 
to endeavor to assist you in the preservation of order here, rather 
than to take any part in the discussions of the assembly. I state 
this by way of apology for not being better able to gratify the 
expectations of those gentlemen who have been pleased to call for 
me upon this occasion. 

I have to express my delight and my gratification at viewing 
such an assemblage, as that before me. It has been said that the 
Whig party of the country was dead! If these be its remains, what 
must it have been in the days of its power? [Cheers.] If these be 
but its remains, what recuperative powers does it still possess, by 
which it may be brought again into a condition of life, action, 
and usefulness? Sir, it is a party, a disinterested and patriotic 
party, one which, when clothed with power, has ever exercised its 
power with justice, moderation, enlarged patriotism, and a re- 
spect to all the interests of the country, and when without power, 
in defeat as well as victory, it has always been a respectable party. 
It has ever shown that chivalric devotion to its principles, even 
when defeated, which has made it respectable in its own eyes, in 
the eyes of the country, and in the eyes of those who were opposed 
to it. 

80 From the Raleigh Register, September 24, 1856. Brackets appear in original. 
Graham made another speech the following day, but no copy of it seems to have 
been made. 
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This tribute has been paid to it by its old adversaries in latter 
times. Within the last year or two, the Whig party has been in a 
state of inaction; it has not come forward and contended for the 
offices of the country, and being in that retirement, it has heard 
its old adversaries compliment them to a degree of which they 
may well be proud. Now the old Whig, in Democratic estimation, 
is quite as respectable as any other kind of politician in the coun- 
try. [Laughter.] And it is rather a matter of surprise when we 
read the gazettes of the day, and the speeches of our old political 
opponents in regard to our old leaders, how in former times our 
great captain ever escaped being elected to the office of President 
of the United States. [Laughter.] And their tributes do us but 
justice. But now when we come forward to take a part in the af- 
fairs of the country, and endeavor to exercise our fair share of 
influence in efforts to check sectional strife, and to clothe with 
power those persons that appear to be worthy of it, I fear these 
compliments will cease. But, whether they do or not, our duty is 
a plain one; it does not become so large a portion of the people 
of the United States, as compose the old Whig party, to remain 
longer in a state of inaction. We may lie by for a few months, or 
for a year or two, and take no part in the Congressional or State 
elections. But when a great Presidential election is coming on, 
and when we are called upon to elect a ruler, to be clothed with 
the power of a great nation for four years, it does not become so 
large a portion of the people of the United States to be inactive, 
to stand by as mere spectators. 

It is with that view that the people of this country, those who 
have stood off and been denied a participation in the government, 
the power having passed into other hands, that portion of them 
who have stood aloof for the last two or three years, and have 
taken no share in the public affairs, have now come forward, and 
through their representatives, have to express to the country what 
they consider to be the duty of the Whigs of the Union in the 
present crisis. It is that that has brought us together here. It is 
for the purpose of determining what it becomes the great Whig 
party of the Union to do in this crisis; whether it should take 
no part in the coming contest, or whether they should actively 
participate in it; and if we participate in it, into whose scales our 
votes shall be cast. As was well remarked, Mr. President, by you 
to-day, we have no candidate of our own in the field, and it is 
now too late for us, the election is too near at hand, to bring for- 
ward a strictly Whig party candidate. But there are now in the 
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field those from whom we can select one for our support. 
I shall not attempt to discuss other matters. Perhaps it would 

be premature for me to do so; perhaps it would be inappropriate, 
as our Committee on resolutions has not made its report to this 
Convention, for me to say anything in regard to the choice which 
this Convention should make. But I know for what purpose I and 
those with me came here. We were sent here to endeavor to pre- 
vail upon our friends from the Canada frontier to the other side 
of the Rio Grande to nominate and unite upon Millard Fillmore, 
of New York. [Loud and enthusiastic cheering and applause, dur- 
ing which the whole Convention rose to their feet, cheering and 
waving their hats in the air.] That was the purpose for which we 
came here. And as I have been led on a little to speak of this 
matter, I will illustrate it by an anecdote that occurs to my mind 
now. A couple having gone before a justice of the peace to be 
married, and the question having been put to the man, whether 
he would take the woman to be his wedded wife—why, said he, 
I came on purpose for that. [Laughter and applause.] That is 
the purpose for which we came here, and if we return without 
having accomplished that object, we shall have disappointed the 
expectations of those who sent us here, and perhaps it would be 
better for us not to return at all. [Laughter and applause.] 

Sir, that is the nomination which the Whigs of this country 
with whom I am best acquainted, expect this convention to make, 
and the matter being rather precipitated—for when I arose I did 
not know as I should go so far—by what seems to be the spon- 
taneous and unanimous action of everybody around me, I beg 
leave to say, that so far as that individual is concerned, I have had 
some opportunity of knowing what were his modes of action in 
relation to public affairs, and the principles which governed him 
when he was formerly in charge of this government. And I beg 
to say, that a man more self possessed, more just, more moderate, 
more disposed to do justice to all sections of the Union, and at 
the same time, more firm of purpose, I believe does not live in 
this nation. [Cheers and applause.] Under all circumstances, in 
periods of great embarrassment, such as existed when the reins 
of power fell into his hands by an act of Providence, when it be- 
came necessary to meet a crisis in our affairs such as rarely had 
been equalled in our history, surrounded by difficulties on all 
hands, he approached the task impelled by a sense of duty to all 
sections; he considered what it became him to do, not with the 
rash hand of violence to gratify one section of our Union at the 
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expense of the other, but to do his duty as the President of the 
United States. [Applause.] 

These were the characteristics which were exhibited through- 
out his administration. He did not aspire to distinguish it by great 
events, which might give him fame at the expense of the country, 
but ever consulting what he believed to be the public interest, 
always doing what he conceived to be justice, so far as regards 
our domestic affairs, in our foreign relations he endeavored to 
maintain the national honor, and, as far as possible, peaceful re- 
lations with all the world. And I hesitate not to say—although it 
may seem to savor somewhat of personal vanity, as I had connec- 
tion with his administration a great part of the time he had con- 
trol of the government—that when he left it, he left the whole of 
the country in a condition satisfactory to all parties and all por- 
tions of the United States. And, as I know of no mode of judging 
of the future but by the past, I have to say, that if we are to have 
such another administration under him as he gave to the country 
before, I think the country will be satisfied. [Cheers.] 

To my countrymen of the South, identified with them as I am 
by birth, education and interest, I have to say that from here to 
the farthest limits of the South, Millard Fillmore did us justice. 
And to my countrymen of the North, from the Canada frontier 
to the Pacific Ocean, I have to say that he did no less than justice 
to them. [Applause.] He did his duty to all sections, instead of 
standing upon any narrow platform, which could not perhaps 
have guided him one month, or even one week, of his administra- 
tion, he took in his hand the Constitution of the United States, 
and the laws passed by Congress in pursuance thereof; by them 
was guided, and by them he acheived the success which attended 
his administration. 

But I am detaining this convention too long. [Cries of "Go on!" 
"go on!"] I rose merely for the purpose of acknowledging the 
compliment which was paid me in a call unexpected to me, and 
not for the purpose of going into a general discussion, either in 
relation to the principles of the Whig party, which I trust need 
no illustration here, or in relation to the qualities of the candidate 
who, I trust, will receive the support of this convention. Having 
said this much, I take my seat. [Cheers and applause.] 



658 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

From Alexander Means.37 U. 

Oxford, Ga., 

Sept. 20th., 1856. 

In addressing you the present communication, I have but yield- 
ed to the impulses of an attachment formed in early years, when 
the affections were warm, and hope was bright, when we mingled 
in the sports of the old academic grove at Statesville, or pored 
over the Classics together, under the popular instruction of our 
once distinguished teacher, Rev. John Mushat. 

For 30 years I had not seen you, but the grateful interview, 
enjoyed at your residence in Washington City, in May 1851, 
when on my rout to Europe, vividly recalled these pleasant asso- 
ciations, the memory of which, I have had the self-complacency 
to hope was not without some satisfaction on your part, as well 
as my own. But why, you may ask, recur to them now? Candor, 
then, constrains me to say, that it has been in view of your anti- 
cipated visit to the State of my adoption, on the 2nd. of October 
next, and with the hope that the reminiscences, and claims of 
past friendship may contribute something—however little—to in- 
duce your acceptance of the call from the City of Atlanta. 

Altho' my profession, as well as my position in society, forbids 
my entrance upon the political arena, and discourages any public 
agency in the aid of the efforts of even the loftiest patriotism. 
Yet I exercise the freedom of an American citizen, in the right of 
opinion, and have nothing to conceal, and especially in a crisis 
like this, in the views which I humbly entertain, of men or of 
measures, connected with great governmental issues. I love my 
Country, I now tremble for her impending destiny, and I hail 
with pleasure, therefore, the effective advocacy of able, high-mind- 
ed, and generous men, who, unawed by the frowns of power, and 
uncorrupted by the bribes of office, have thrown off the yoke of 
party drudgery, and, as if infused with the strength of the man 
of Gath, have snapped, like pack-threads, the ligatures imposed 
by Phillistine demagogues and traitorous Delilahs, and planting 
themselves upon the battlements of the Constitution, as Washing- 

87 Alexander Means (1801-1883), of Georgia, a native of North Carolina. After 
an academic education, he moved to Georgia, studied medicine at Transylvania, 
and then became a Methodist minister, and was head of a church manual labor 
school. He was for many years a professor at Emory College and the Georgia 
Medical College. He became president of Emory in 1854, and was a professor in 
the Atlanta Medical College. He was a Unionist delegate to the Georgia Secession 
Convention, and was state chemist, 1868-1877. 
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ton left it, cry out in the patriotic language of N. England's great- 
est son: "I know no North, no South, no East, no West,—I am 
an American citizen." 

But I must not dwell. I rejoice to see my old native State so 
nobly represented, under the banner of the great national candi- 
date, Milliard Fillmore, in the person of a friend and companion 
of my boyhood, to say nothing of her other distinguished sons, 
who have taken the same position. 

And now, my dear Sir, allow me to indulge the hope that you 
will, even at some sacrifice, consent to be present, at the great out- 
pouring of Mr. Fillmore's friends in Georgia, on the 2nd. of next 
month. Mr. F's prospects are growing more flattering every day 
in this State, and even the defections of such old time Whigs as 
Jenkins, and Nisbit, has, it is believed, but sprung the zeal of some 
languid friends to greater activity in his cause. Still, however, 
there are many active, wiley, and unscrupulous politicians in the 
field against him. 

Many distinguished friends, in advocacy of Mr. Fillmore's 
claims, will meet you at Atlanta, from this, and the surrounding 
States, and your presence and counsels will confer a high gratifi- 
cation upon thousands of true hearts. You know Mr. F. personal- 
ly, intimately, officially, and Georgians know you. 

To reach the city of Atlanta, you must pass almost by the door 
of my residence in Oxford, the seat of Emory College, with which 
I have been so long connected, and I cannot consent that you 
should pass without allowing me to tender you the cordial hospi- 
talities of my humble home, and to introduce you to my family. 

I must beg you therefore, to spend a day with me as you go on 
to Atlanta. The great convocation will be on Thursday, Oct. 2nd. 
Can you not reach Oxford on Tuesday, spend the night with me, 
and go up to Atlanta, which is only two hours run, on Wednes- 
day? In that event, I shall be happy to accompany you. 

There are two daily trains through, from Augusta to Atlanta, 
the one leaving Augusta at 6 o'c. in the morning, and reaching 
the Covington Depot, near which I reside, at 1 o'c & 20 minutes 
p. M. The other, leaving Augusta at 5 o'c p. M. and reaching 
the same Depot at 12^ o'c A. M. 

Oblige me by a note in reply to this, stating when I may expect 
you, and by what train, and I will have my Carriage and horses 
at the Depot to convey you to my house. Should you find it con- 
venient to leave Augusta by the morning train, so as to have day 
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travel, and reach Covington at 1.20 o'c, the trip would be more 
agreeable. 

But my arrangements are left entirely at your disposal with 
regard to the hour. In conclusion: what are Mr. Fillmore's pros- 
pects in N. Carolina, and from other States at your last advices? 

Present me respectfully to Mrs. Graham, and your family, and 
permit me to add, it would afford myself and lady much pleasure 
to have Mrs. G. accompany you on your trip South. 

With high respect and esteem, 

From Andrew Stewart.3% U. 

Uniontown, Penna., 

Sept. 22nd, 1856. 

Since the Whigs have united with us in the nomination of 
Fillmore, I think our majority in October will be 50,000 in this 
State. I think so because two years ago we elected 19 out of 25 
Congressmen by a majority of over 40,000, and one Governor by 
a majority of upwards of 37,000, altho' two years before Pierce 
carried the State by 20,000. Such was the effect of the passage of 
the Nebraska bill, and its execution since, in Kansas and other 
[States] outrages have been increasing in strength daily. If then 
Buchanan should be beaten in his own State by 40 or 50,000 and 
unite on Fillmore as the only means of defeating whom they both 
fear and detest—Fremont—& whose election they believe will 
prove ruinous to the harmony if not the Union, of the States. 

If the elections in the North and West should demonstrate the 
fact that Buchanan cannot, & Fillmore can, defeat Fremont, which 
I now firmly believe will be the case, will not the South abandon 
Buchanan when it becomes manifest that by adhering to him 
they elect Fremont? 

I would be pleased to have your views on this subject, and your 
opinion as to the result in your State. 

88 Andrew Stewart (1791-1872), of Pennsylvania, a graduate of Washington (now 
Washington and Jefferson) College, lawyer, state legislator, Federal district attor- 
ney, Democratic Member of Congress, 1821-1829, 1843-1849, one of the originators 
of the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal. He declined the post of Secretary' of the Treasury 
in 1849. 
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Invitation.,39 U. 

St. Louis, [Mo.] 

September th,  1856. 

The friends of FILLMORE and DONELSON, in this city and 
its vicinity, propose to hold, on WEDNESDAY, THE 15TH. OF OCTO- 

BER, A GREAT MASS MEETING. There is reason to believe that 
other causes will co-operate to attract hither at that time an 
unprecedented assemblage of the people of this portion of the 
country, drawn principally from the States of Missouri and Illi- 
nois. The friends of the distinguished nominees of the American 
Party, (numbering many thousands in these two States) have 
great confidence in their ability to command success by proper 
exertions. 

We have made, and will continue to make, every effort to se- 
cure a victory, and we now ask those throughout the country who 
have this great cause at heart, to strengthen our hands, and, with 
their presence and voice, to aid us in our struggles to uphold the 
Union, and to crush sectionalism of every name. The undersigned 
Committee, appointed for that purpose, beg leave to invite and 
urge you to be present on that occasion, to accept the hospitalities 
of our people, and to address those who may assemble, on the 
great issues which agitate the country. 

Confident that much good may result from this assemblage, we 
urge you, if at all consistent with other engagements, to be with 
us, at the time designated. 

You will be kind enough to inform us, at your earliest conven- 
ience, whether we may expect to enjoy the pleasure of your com- 
pany. 

Very Respectfully, 
Your Ob'dt Serv'ts, 

S. M. Breckinridge, J. B. Perkins, Willis L. Williams, Jno. C. 
Richardson, Washington King. 

[Appended letter, 

from J. B. Perkins."] 

D'r S'r 

We are fighting hard to [win] Missouri and Illinois, and we 
think we shall succeed. The old line Whigs have come over to us 
since our State election and the Benton Democrats are coming. 

39 Printed invitation. 
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Our friends in Indiana and Iowa have strong confidence in 
their ability to carry both of these States. At our Mass Meeting, 
(Oct. 15th.) there will be an immense gathering from all of those 
States, as there is a Fair here during the same week, which will 
attract our enemies as well as our friends. We are anxious to se- 
cure the services of speakers from abroad. If you can be present 
we shall be very happy to see and hear you. It is the general im- 
pression here now that Buchannan cannot carry a single North- 
ern State. 

Very RespTy 
Yrs, etc., 
in behalf of the Comm. 

Request for Donation. U. 

York District, S. C. 

October 4th. 1856. 

Sir, we the members of the Baptist Church at Mill Creek intend 
to build a new house of worship, and as there are but few mem- 
bers of us, and only 4 or 5 of us are able to do much towards it, we 
are under the necessity of calling upon the publick at large to 
assist us in building. The location is on the road 2 miles below 
your premises. 

As you have been blessed with this world's goods, we have 
thought it nothing amiss to appeal to your generosity in aiding 
us. The place will be convenient for your blacks, and we intend 
to make ample accommodation for blacks. We think you would 
be fulfilling your duty in providing for the Eternal welfare of 
your blacks. 

You have some timber within 2 or 3 hundred yards of the place 
we expect to build, which would suit us very well. We now ask 
the favor of you to grant to us some of the timber above named, 
it would be a great favor, and very thankfully rec'd. 

We hope you will comply with our request, and that you may 
in Eternity be blessed with the true riches which will make you 
happy through endless ages. 

We hope you will consider the matter and let us know. 

Z. D. Smith 
In behalf of the Church. 
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From John C. Burton. U. 

York District, S. C. 

Oct. 6th., 1856. 

I take the present time to write You we are all well except 
Ben he is complaining with something like Rheumatism in his 
arms and Shoulders I commenced sowing Wheat the 25 of Sept 
and at this time have 21 bushels Sowed in 10 or 12 days I want 
to finish the white wheat I have a bout 50 achors broke for wheat 
which I think of sowing the white wheat the guano I put one 
bag to one and a half achors 19 bags is the number that I got 
weighing 3004 pounds also two large Spining wheels and one 
small flax wheel and wheat fan I let Mr Reel have 20 bushels of 
the Mogul and before we get done we will need all of it this is 
two Years that they have got their seed from hear and paid no 
Moneye for it I have all the old field a bove the Cros fence broke 
except two or three achors that is not worth plowing I think the 
chance a fair one for a Crop if it should be a good Year for Wheat 

as for the Cot ten it is verry sorry we have a bout Six bags out 
I do not think that we will make more than thirty if we get that 
125 pounds to the hand is all that I can get in A day and the best 
hands that we have to get that last year some of the hands got 265 
and this year it is as hard to get 125 as to get the 265 last year as 
for the Corn it is not as badly injured by the fresh as I thought 
for when I wrote you befour but is bady damage our river field 
is a pretty fair field of Corn and I think it is because it was well 
broke with the two horse plows befour it was planted 

one thing I forgot while I was on the subject of Wheat and 
that is that we Sowed ten Achors in Cotten Seed a bout the same 
Moneys worth to the Achor the Guano would cost to try which 
would prove to be the best I sowed Cotten Seed 30 bushels to the 
Acor which will give us guano to put on the most of our land we 
would like to see you verry much as the hands are needing Cloth 
and Shoes I give out the Shoes that was on hand we have had 
Some verry Cool weather but at the present is verry favorable 
if You should not come soon write I under stand that Your 
gin at the henderson place is at work but Tatmon was gon and 
they got Some person else to start it tell James that if he will come 
this fall that he can stand in the house and shoot as many squir- 
rels as he pleases I have one Side of the house Covered and our 
Shingles would not hold out and we will have to make more  I 
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have a house raised at the end of Simons and will have the Chim- 
ney put up as soon as I can get a mason You did not say any thing 
a bout brick I will have to by if I can get them and if not will 
have to build it all of rock Nothing more at present 

Yours truly 

From John D. Hyman. U. 

Asheville, N. C. 

Oct. 8th., 1856. 

In addressing you a formal letter of invitation a short time 
since, to be present and address a Mass Meeting to be held in this 
place on the 30th. inst., I accompanied it with a short note from 
myself urging you by all means to be present. Since then I have 
conversed with many of our friends upon the subject, and they 
all agree that your presence among the mountains for a week or 
so would produce quite a revolution in popular sentiment. We 
shall have a very large meeting—the largest, in all probability, 
that has been held in the West for many years—and there is no 
calculating the amount of good a speech from you would accom- 
plish. The people all have confidence in you, and would rely 
upon what you would tell them; and it being on the eve of the 
election, our adversaries could not counteract the effects your 
counsels would produce. The public mind is in a state of perfect 
chaos, and if the people could be satisfied that Mr. Buchanan 
cannot be elected by the people, there would be a general stam- 
pede from his standard to that of Mr. Fillmore. I believe there is 
no man in the State or elsewhere, so well calculated to satisfy the 
people on this point, as yourself. 

You could arrange it, it seems to me, to be in Lenoir, Caldwell 
Co., on the 23rd., at Rutherfordton on the 25th., at Marion, Mc- 
Dowell Co., on the 28th., and at this place on the 30th., leaving 
sufficient time for you to return home by the election. As you are 
aware, Mass meetings will be held at Lenoir and Rutherfordton 
at the times specified. The 28th. is Tuesday of McDowell Court, 
and there will be a large turn out of the people. 

I have taken the liberty to announce that you will be here at 
our Mass Meeting, together with other distinguished gentlemen. 
I think it is more important for you to speak in this district than 
anywhere else, as a very large majority of our people still profess 
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to belong to the Whig party, and I think you could resurrect and 
rejuvenate, to a considerable extent, the old Whig spirit. In other 
districts of the State, public opinion, I apprehend, has pretty well 
settled down, and but little can be accomplished by public speak- 
ing. But here the thing is different, and a good stroke of policy 
may accomplish a vast deal of good. 

I am fighting single-handed in this district, having to meet al- 
ternately the various Champions of the opposition, from Cling- 
man down. I commenced at Cherokee, and have spoken in the 
different Counties in the Circuit, saving Jackson, and including 
Rutherfordton, East of the mountains. 

Our American and Whig friends who are able to do service 
in the Cause, have been criminally neglectful of their duty; and 
hence the greater necessity for your paying us a visit. 

One man, you know, cannot do the cause justice, in so large a 
district without assistance. If you cannot come yourself, but I sin- 
cerely hope you can, can't you get Gov. Morehead to come? If you 
do come, can't you induce him to come with you? I shall esteem it 
a great favor if you will address me a short note immediately on 
the receipt of this, stating whether you will be with us. 

From John G. Cunningham. U. 

Washington, 

Oct. 9th, 1856. 

I have the honor to present for your acceptance, in the name 
of Commodore Perry, the first volume of the Government Edition 
of his Report on Japan. 

The other volumes will be sent to you as soon as issued from 
the Press. 

Be pleased to acknowledge the receipt of the Book, mailed with 
this, under frank; and oblige, 

From John C. Burton. U. 

York Destrict S C 

Nov. 10th., 1856. 

I take the present time to write you we are all well as usual we 
have had a great deal of wet weather which has put us back in 
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Sowing wheat we are not quite done yet we have a bout 50 bush- 
els Sowed and it looks well I did not have time to Send for the 
wheels at the time that you wrote and Mr. Reel sent down and 
got the wheat You wrote that You wanted me to Sell Your wheat 
and pay the Doct 125$ we will not have wheat to bring that 
amount of Moneye Gen N eel will take what we have after Sow- 
ing at 125 cts per bushel we Shucked last week but have not quite 
finished Cribing in gathering our bottom Corn I find that it is 
verry badly rotten it will take us busy to get our cotten and corn 
gathered against Christmus our Cotten is verry lite but yet it 
takes as long to pick it as if it wer good Corn in this country is 
better than it was thought to be our river field turned out verry 
well much better than I thought for as for the cabbins I have not 
don any thing to them since You left and will not have time to 
work at them in some time we have a fine chance of peas gathered 
and have a great many more to gather if we had the time to 
gather them 

I have got a Mason at last to put a Chimney to Simons house 
he is at work at it at the present time thinke he will get it done 
this week if You send the hands that you talk off we can put 
them in our citchen untill we have a chance to work on the other 
houses we have cold weather ice and frost all most like snow 

I push the hands and all the Cotten that I can to the hand is 
from 75 to 100 to the hand Cotten I believe is a bout a 11 cts per 
pound Corn 60 Wheat from 120 to 125 pork is thought to be 
very high our hogs we have them in the pea field they are fatning 
tolerable well 35 is the number that we have up and Some of 
them quite small Filmore I understand has gained Considerable 
in Catawba County and one or two other that I have herd from 
on Bragg's Election   the Neighborhood generally healthy 

Nothing More at present 

Yours truly 

[Bill of Doctor Edmund Strudwick.] 

W. A. Graham 

To Ed. Strudwick. 

July 1851        To med. & prescription negro's eye 1 
To cutting Frenum Tongue 1. 
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Aug't To visit Cinthy 2c Ex. Pr: vag: 5.  
To visit, Pessary, 2c Intro Retro 10.— 

Womb Cinthy 
To visit & med. 2c Intro Cathta Sally 5.  

Sept                  To visit 2c med. negro 2.50 

Oct                   To visit 2c med.   " 2.50 

Jan'y 1852       To visit 2c med. Henry 2.  
To mustard 2c syrup Scillae .50 
To visit 2c med. Henry 2.  
To 2 visits " 4.  

April To visit 2c abscess Sally 3.  
To visit & sol. Nit: Sil: 2c app Sally throat     3.-— 
To visit 2c med. Betsy 2.50 
To med: 2c prescription negro 1.50 

May To med: Sc prescription negro eye 2.  
To eye syringe .50 

June To visit 2c med: Ephraim 3.  
To visit 2c med: Ephraim 3.—- 
To visit 2c med: quinine Eph'm 3.50 
To visit 2c med: negro 3.  
To visit 2c med: 2c qui Eph'm 3.50 
To visit 2c med: 2c qui Eph'm 3.50 
To med: 2c prescription Ben 1.  

41.50 
Amount Brot over 41.50 

To visit 2c med: 2c qui: Eph 3.50 
To visit med: 2c quin. negro 3.50 
To visit 2c med: Sally 2.50 
To med: 2c prescription Isaac 1.  
To visit 2c med: Sally 2.50 
To visit 2c qui 2c opium Eph: 3.50 
To visit 2c med: Sally 2.50 
To visit 2c qui 2c opium Eph: 3.50 
To visit Sally 2.  

July To visit 2c med: Ephraim 3.  
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August To 4 days visiting Jim 7. 
To visit Joe 1. 
To prescription & advice 3 negroes 2. 
To 2 days Joe 4.- 
To visit & prescription Willis 

2.  

1.— 

Sep To visit Joe 1.  
To setting child's arm 5.— 
To visit & med: Haywood 2.75 
To visit Haywood 2.  
To visit & med: Haywood 3,— 
To visit Haywood 2.50 

Oct To Ex: Dent George 1.  

Dec To visit Leah 1.  
To prescription negro 1.  
To Ex: Dent: negro 1.  

107.25 
Amount Brot up 107.25 

Jan'y 1853       To visit Gus 1.  
To visit negro 1.  
To visiting Gus 1 day 1.  
To visiting Rose & Isabella 1 day 3.  
To visit Gus 1.—- 
To visiting 2 negroes 2.— 
To visit Gus & 2 negroes 2.— 

To abscess Willis 1.  

Feb'y To visit negro woman 1.  
To visit Sally 1.  
To visit George 1.  

April To visit & med: Susan 2.  
To visit & atten: Self 5.  
To visit (call) & med: negro child 1.50 
To abscess Self 1.  
To Obs: atten: Wife 25.  
To prescription Margaret 1.  
To visit child 1.  
To 2 visits Sc med: Hanna 2.  
To Ex: dent: negro girl 1.  



THE PAPERS OF WILLIAM A. GRAHAM 669 

To 1 day Self 2.  
To atten: Self 23 days arm & leg 20.  
To Ex: Dent: Margaret 1.  
To abscess Robert 1.  

Amount Brot over 

May 

June 

July 

80.50 
over 80.50 

To visit negro 1.  
To visit negro woman 1.  
To sundry visits & atten: Self 5.  

To visit & med: Sally 3.  
To visit & med: 3 negroes 3.50 
To visit & med: Isaac & Harriet 3.— 
To visit & med: Isaac, night 4.— 
To visit med: & VS. Isaac 3.50 
To visit & med: Isaac 2.50 
To bot: Lin: & Tr Colchium .50 
To visit & med: Isaac 2.50 

To visit Jesse 1.— 
To visit Isaac 2.— 
To 2 visits son 2.— 
To visit Isaac (call) 2.— 
To visit & med: Isaac 2.50 
To visit son 1.— 
To visit Isaac 2.50 
To visit Susan 1.— 
To visit negro girl 1.— 
To visit negro girl 1.— 

To removing glass Rob's foot 2.— 
To 2 visits Abram 2.— 
To John Clark's wait on him 12.50 

To visit & med: Leah 3.— 
To visit 3.— 

Sep 

Oct. 

148.50 
Amount Brot up 148.50 

Oct To abscess tonsil 1.  
To visit Leah 2.50 
To scarify: tonsil 1.—- 
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To 80 grs Lunar caustic .50 
To 6 oz. bot: Liniment .75 

Nov. To visit Leah 2.50 
To 50 grs Lunar caustic .50 
To visit & Ex: Anne 2.— 
To Ex: Dent Rhoda 1.— 
To 2 days Self 4.— 

Dec'r To abscess throat Sally 1.— 

165.25 

January 1854 To 3 visits child 
To visit & med: child 

3.— 
1.— 

To opening Hanna's hand 
To visit at night Susan 

1.— 
2.— 

To 2 days visiting Susan 
To Probang 
To 2 visits Susan & Gus 

4.— 
1.— 
2.— 

To visit Susan night 2.— 
To 1 day visit Susan 2.— 

Feb'y To 2 days Susan 2.— 

March To 1 day Gus 2.— 
To 3 visits Gus: 3.— 
To visit Gus 1.— 

April To 2 visits & med: Gus 2.— 

28.00 
Amount Brot over 28.00 

To 2 visits Gus 2.— 
To 2 visits Gus & Mrs. G. 2.— 
To visit Oc 1.— 
To visit & cutting gums Oc 1.  
To visit & med: Susan night 2.— 
To 2 days Susan 3.— 
To visit Gus & Sue 1.— 
To visit Wife & Gus 1.  

May                  To visit negros 1.— 
To cutting gums Gus 1.— 
To visit Gus 1.— 
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To 1 day Oc 2.  
To 5 days attend Oc 10.  

June To call visit plantation 1.  
To 6 days attend Oc 12.  
To 2 visits Oc 2.  
To remove pebble Susan's ear 5.  
To visit Oc 1.  
To 2 visits Oc 2.  
To visit Oc 1.  
To 2 days " 3.  

July To visit & remov: Pebble Susan's ear 5.  
To visit Oc & Wife 1.  
To visit & cutting gums Oc 1.  
To 2 visits Oc 2.— 
To visit Son 1.  

93.00 
93.00 

1.  
2.— 
2.  
1.— 

2.  
1.  

1.— 
2.— 

1.— 
1.— 

To visit "      " " 1.  

Oct To Ex: dent: Son 1.  
To stone bruise negro 2.  
To visit & qui: Silvy 3.  
To visit "   "       " 3.  

Dec r To visit & med: negro 2.50 
To visit & med: 2 negros 3.  
To visit VS, & med: & 1 night Frank 8.  
To visit & med: Frank 3.  
To prescription & med: negro 1.  

Amount Brot up 

To visit Oc 
To 1 day Oc 
To visit at night 
To 1 day 

July To 2 visits Wife 
To visit Wife 

August To Ex: dent: negro 
To 2 days Abram & med: 

Sep To visit Margaret 
To visit & med: Margaret 



672 N. C. DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 

To prescription Ben 1.— 
To           "             " 1.— 
To prescription negro 1.  

137.50 
Amount Brot over 137.50 

January 1855 To visit & med: Sally 3.— 
To visit & med: Sally  (call) 2.— 
To med: & prescrip: negro 1.50 
To 2 visits Gus 2.— 
To visit Susan 2.— 
To 1 day visiting Susan 1.— 
To 3 visits & VS. Susan 4.— 
To 2 days Susan 4.— 
To visit     " 1.— 
To abscess girl 1.— 

Feb'y To 1 day visiting Mary 2.— 
To 3 visits & VS     " 4.— 
To abscess Martha's child 1.— 
To 6 days Mary 12.— 
To 2 days     " 2.— 
To visit & med: negro child 2.50 
To visit small negro Edy 2.50 
To visit Edy 2.50 
To visit negro 2.50 

March To visit negro  (call) 2.— 
To visit Hannah 1.— 

• To visit 1 day Martha's child 2.— 
To 5 days Martha's child 8.— 
To 8 days     " 10.00 
To visit negro 1.— 
To visit Wife 1.— 

77.50 
Amount Brot up $77.50 

April To visit k qui: Kitty 1.  
To visit negro 1.  
To     "        " 1.  
To     "        " 1.  
To Ex: dent Son George 1.  
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To 2 visits negro child 
»-p   J>     >»         »»         »» 

2.— 
2.— 

August To (call)  visit & Ex: V. Sally 
To visit Sally 
To catheter 
To med: Sally & Syringe 

2.50 
2.50 
2.— 
1.— 

Sep To med: Sally .75 

Nov'r To prescription negro's eye 1.— 

Dec'r To visit negro 1. 

97.25 

January 1856 To visit & med: Leah 3.—- 
To visit (call) Leah 2.  

Feb'y To visit son Joseph 1.  
To visit & atten: Leah 3.  
To visit & abscess Leah 3.50 

March To visit Wife night 2.  
To 2 visits Mrs. G. 2.  

To 1 visit Mrs. G. 1.  
To visit Wife night 2.  
To 2 visits Wife 2.  

23.50 
Amount Brot over $23.50 

April To visit Wife 1.  
To visit & bandage Haywood's foot 1.  
To visit Wife 1.  
To visit Susan 1.  
To 2 days visiting Susan 4.  
To 3 days Susan & Wife 3.  
To visit Wife 1.  
To visit & med: Sally 3.  
To    "    "      "        " 3.  
To med: & prescription Leah 1.  

May To visit Mrs. G. 1.  
To visit Ex: & pres: Amey 2.  
To visit Amy 1.  



To visit Robert 
To visit Mimy & Hannah 
To visit James 
To Ex: needle Burt's knee 

June To visit Wife 

July To visit Wife 
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1.— 
5.— 

1.— 

1.— 
To abscess negro 1.  
To attentions Mrs. G. 3.— 
To visit & atten: Mrs. G. 3.— 
To visit Mrs. G. 1.— 
To visit & med: Leah & Isabella 3.50 
To visit & atten: Wife 3.—- 

August To 2 visits Wife 2.— 

73.00 
Amount Brot up 73.00 

To visit & atten: Wife 3.— 
To visit & med: qui. Cynthia 3.— 
To qui:  & prescription Maria 1.  
To sundry med: & pres: Alek 1.— 
To visit & med: 3 negroes qui: & 5.  

cut cup Sylvia 
To visit med: & qui: Sylvy & Alek 4.— 

Sept. To abscess Dave 1.— 
To visit & atten: Mrs. G. 3.— 
'-p »»       »» »» »» »» a 

To visit George at night 2.— 
To visit George 1.— 
To    "        " 1.— 

Oct'r To visit & med: Barb: night 4.— 
To visit & med: Barb: 3.  
To visit Barb: 2.50 
To visit & med: Barb: 3.  

196.00 
For 1851 27.00 
For 1852 107.25 
For 1853 165.25 
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For 1854 137.50 
For 1855 97.25 
For 1856 126.00 

650.25 
Hillsboro' 14th. Nov. 1856. Rec'd the above ac- 
count in full up to this date. 

Ed. Strudwick. 
650.25 

By 60 bus Wheat at 12/6      75 
Cash Jno. Clark 12.50 87.50 

$562.75 
To Int. on $400 1 year 24. 
To 1/3 Expense of getting Murphy's band     5. 

$591.75 
Dr. W. S. Strudwick a/c 23. 

$614.75 

By Oats & Lucerne Seed 24.50 

$590.25 

From J. W. Moore. U. 

Unity, 

Nov'r 24th., 1856. 

Knowing by this time you are anxious to hear from your In- 
terest in this section, I take the present to give you what Infor- 
mation I am in possession of. I have as yet been unable to procure 
an overseer for the Earhart place, Mr. Reel stayed until he got the 
wheat sewed, & then left, which was on the 15th. Inst. I set Dave 
to making rails, & had the fencing repaired from the Gate on this 
side of the Creek down to the Duncan place. Dave is making rails 
for the upper part from the Gate up to Brevard's, I set the ballance 
of the hands to clearing up the Moody pasture, & directed Sam 
to commence breaking up with a two horse plow. Isaac cannot 
get in at either of the furnaces, I have not been able to sell any 
of the Cattle, Mr. Thompson is going to School, and dose not 
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wish to stop before Christman. Some think he may do, others 
think not. A Mr. Kidds, with a wife and one child, has been twice 
to see me, and proffers to go, for 150 dollars and find himself. I 
find there are difference of opinions also as regards his Industry. 
A young man by the name of Womack, with a young wife, has 
also been to see me, he has been with Mr. James Anderson for 
one or two years. I think he might do pretty well, but he will not 
go for less than 120 Dollars and found. I am unable to decide 
what to do for the best. I was at the Henderson place about one 
week since, Mr. Nixon had sown all the Ground he had allotted 
for wheat, and had only sowed about 15 Bushels. He was nearly 
done hauling up his corn, thought they would have more than 
was made the year before, had out something over 3,000 lbs. Cot- 
ten. I have not got any money from Mr. Springs for the Cotten 
sold here. I was in Charlotte Court week, but did not see him, 
he had gone to the fair in Columbia. I went on last Thursday to 
Davidson College to see Mr. Caldwell Springs' Clerk, but failed 
to see him, left word for him that the money I must have, & that 
he must send it to me, I did not let him have but the 17 Bags, the 
first contract, 4 of which he paid me for, we still have 9 Bags of 
the old Cotten at Henderson's, I have had it taken to Charlotte & 
sold but Cotten has been a little flat, & I thought I would hold 
on a little while. Did you direct me to get you a mule, I did not 
so understand you. Mr. Nixon thinks he understood you that I 
was to get a mule for that place. There was but 10 pr. of shoes 
got for the Earhart place, & one of the Girls, I think her name is 
Laraha, has got no Shoes. I forgot when last their to take the 
measure & get a pair, but will have to go back on tomorrow to 
give out provisions. I tried hard to keep Reel, offered him 25 
Dollars more than you had, but to no purpose. Sold him one small 
Stack of hay for 6.00. 

My family are in usual health, & your friends in this section. 
Mrs. Morrison has improved much in appearance. 

From Kenneth Rayner. U. 

Raleigh, 

November. 30th., 1856. 

I regret not having been able to see you when you were here 
as I should have been pleased to advise with you in regard to the 
course proper for me to pursue in regard to the course my politi- 
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cal enemies are taking towards me—more especially as developed 
in the proceedings of the Democratic meeting lately held here.40 

You will please pardon me for troubling you in regard to my 
difficulties. You must charge it to the kind feelings which I learn 
you exhibited for me, and the indignation you expressed at the 
ungenerous course my enemies are pursuing towards me. 

As to the Committee who reported the resolutions in which 
I was denounced by name, there is not one of them I feel called 
on to notice. My difficulty was in regard to those who addressed 
the meeting. On enquiry, however, I find that neither of the 
speeches alluded to me—that in fact they did not speak to the 
resolutions—but that the resolutions were reported and passed 
after the speeches were all concluded. 

Still, I think it necessary to notice these reiterated assaults on 
me through the public press of the Democratic party, as well as 
in more private circles. And I had written a card, couched in 
strong language, and broad enough to comprehend all and every 
one who uttered or endorsed these vile charges against me of 
treason to the South, affiliation with Abolitionists, etc., and I in- 
tended to have published it in the Register of Tuesday. But I 
have been advised to another course. Our friends in the Legisla- 
ture seem to feel a good deal in regard to this matter; and it has 
been decided to hold a public meeting here on Monday night, 
the 8th. December,41 to be composed of our friends in the Legis- 
lature, and the citizens here, and visitors who may be disposed to 
unite with them. The object is to allow me an opportunity of be- 
ing heard, and to adopt such resolutions as may be thought neces- 
sary. And I am advised that, instead of publishing any card, I had 
better wait, and say in my speech what I intended saying in the 
card, and let it be published as a part of my speech. 

The meeting is to be held as a meeting to rally our friends and 
to reorganize our party for future operations. The meeting will 

^Kenneth Rayner had become very prominent in the American (popularly 
Know-Nothing) party, and was the author of the third, or Union, degree in its 
ritual. In consideration of his long career of bitter opposition to the Democrats, 
it was to be expected that they would seize any pretext for attacking him. He 
had recently declared, "The Democratic party of the present day is the common 
enemy of all who love peace rather than discord—of all who love the Union, and 
are determined to sustain it against its enemies, whether open or secret." He had 
just before, declared publicly on the street in Raleigh that those who charged 
that he was advising Fillmore men to fuse with the Republicans, did so, 
"with the brand of coward, liar, and scoundrel" stamped upon them by him. 

41 The meeting was duly held on December 18, at which time speeches were 
made by Henry W. Miller, Joseph B. Cherry, and David Outlaw, the two last 
being intimate associates of his for many years in Bertie County and in public 
life. Rayner's speech in his own defense was long and elaborate. It was published 
in full in the Raleigh Register, December 24, 1856. 
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no doubt be a large and enthusiastic one. I have never seen our 
friends so full of determination and spirit—so anxious to reorgan- 
ize, and commence the fight anew. 

Can't you come down on that day, and unite with us in the 
meeting? I should be much pleased to see you here, as would our 
friends generally be. 

In regard to matters personal to myself, and the course I ought 
to pursue, my opinion has always been, and my course has gen- 
erally conformed to that opinion, that a man had better rely on 
his own sense of Justice to himself. In the present instance, how- 
ever, I have by the force of circumstances, become so much identi- 
fied with my party—and my party having concluded to sustain me 
as far as their sense of Justice may suggest—I feel that I ought to 
do nothing without the advice of calm and dispassionate men. I 
am loth to do or say anything which might compromise my party 
friends, or which might look like an attempt to anticipate their 
mode and manner of sustaining me. I do not expect or wish my 
party friends to express any approval of my course or my senti- 
ments, expressed either in my letter, or my speeches in Phila.42 

All that is necessary to sustain me is to endorse the honesty and 
integrity of my motives, and to express their confidence in my 
devotion to the rights and interests of the South. 

I was anxious, so far as I was concerned (whilst I had no right 
to speak in regard to it, and in fact know nothing about it, except 
what others have told me) that the meeting should have been 
held at an earlier day. But I learn that at a preliminary meeting 
the other night, some eight or ten of our friends who were com- 
pelled to be absent this week, urged and insisted that it might 
be put off to enable them to be present. 

^Rayner was nominated for vice-president, on the ticket with Commodore 
Stockton, by the seceders from the American convention at Philadelphia, that 
nominated Fremont and Johnson, because of the tendencies of that body. He de- 
clined the nomination, but the North Carolina Democrats made much noise about 
it, declaring that it proved him to be an abolitionist. They attacked him also for 
a letter in which he said the South would not secede, if Fremont was elected, 
until a hostile policy was adopted^ As a matter of fact, he had attempted at 
Philadelphia to prevent there being in the platform "any hook on which slavery 
agitation might be hung." The American party, he maintained, wanted "three 
things: 1, the inauguration of an intense feeling of American nationality, and the 
limitation of the power of the foreign element in the country; 2, opposition to 
any steps toward a union of church and state; 3, the preservation of the Union 
against 'machinations and plotting of agitators and mischief-makers in all sec- 
tions.' " He offered a resolution, which was voted down, declaring the party neither 
pro-slavery nor anti-slavery, and that the question of slavery should be left where 
the Constitution and laws placed it—a sectional matter subject to local laws. 
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From John C. Burton, U. 

York Destrict, S. C. 

Dec. 1st. 1856. 

I take the present as the most favorable time to write You we 
are all well Mary arm has a fine daughter Martha a fine Son 
Marys is two weeks old and Marthas one week old we are behind 
with our work I dont think that I ever saw as much wet weather 
in my life we are gathering corn today and it will take us three 
or four days to get thrue Cotten a good deal to pick out me and 
Jack have had a fray which has Not been Settled the weather has 
been so bad that we have not finished Sowing wheat yet we have 
a bout 55 bushels Sown and Some 12 or 15 Yet to Sowe if the 
ground will get in order any time soon You said that You would 
be back befour Christmas we would like verry much to see You 
our hogs are fatning tolerable well but some of them quite small 
we have had a bout 10 or 12 bags of Cotten Gind the Cotten that 
Gind Seems to weigh better than I thought for I believe that 
it is worth a bout 11 s/4 in Charlotte the last time I herd from their 
Corn a bout 70 cts. per bushel Gen Neel will take the wheat that 
we have to Spair at 125 per bushel the river has been up all the 
while when we could not plow So that we have Not taken it to 
him Yet we have finished the Chimny to Simons house it cost 
12$ that is the best price that I could get it put up for it is a 
good Strong Chimny we have not done any thing more at the 
houses we have 25 loads of Shuck Corn in the Crib and the 
balance we are putting up in the shuck we have had 8 or 10 days 
of wet weather it cleard off Yesterday but is clowday and warm 
to day our best Mule has the Swineye verry bad but is mending 
Some I sent to the Uper place for our wagon wheels but got no 
iron Mr Reel had left and the boy could not get any 

our wheat thats Sowed looks verry well   nearly half of the 
people hear have but verry little wheat Sowed 

Since I commence writing this letter it has commence raining 
and looks like it is going to rain on 

I have Nothing More of intrust 

Yours with respect 
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From Daniel Harvey Hill. U. 

Davidson College, 

December 2nd., 1856. 

I send you a copy of an address by Col. F. H. Smith,43 Super- 
intendant of the Virginia Military Institute, showing the benefits 
resulting to the State from that Military establishment. I have 
understood that your father, many years ago, urged the establish- 
ment of a State Military Academy and that the late Hon. Jas. 
Graham was also in favor of such an Institution. Should you en- 
tertain similar views, this pamphlet, sent to some influential mem- 
ber of the Legislature, may possibly promote the end contem- 
plated. 

I feel a deep interest in the movement now in progress, to 
create a State Academy, after the West Point model. I am heartily 
tired of the fogyism of Colleges. The great end in Colleges is to 
get along with as little discipline and scholarship as a decent 
regard for public sentiment will permit. 

^Francis Henry Smith (1813-1890) of Virginia, soldier and educator, a graduate 
of West Point, who taught there afterwards. He resigned to become a professor 
at Hampden-Sidney College, and was superintendent of the Virginia Military In- 
stitute, 1839-1889. He was a major general of State volunteers, 1861-1862. 
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Abell, Alexander G., mentioned, 
299, 299w. 

Abercrombie, James, identified, 
303rc. 

Abolition, mentioned, 25, 45, 49, 
124, 153, 331, 352, 411, 415, 440, 
677. 

Adams, J. G., mentioned, 416. 
Agassiz, Jean Rodolph, brief sketch 

of, 610n. 
Agassiz, Louis, reference to, 304. 
Agriculture, discussed, 54, 87, 116, 

124, 188, 202, 247-248, 305, 316, 
367-368, 423, 598-599, 623-624, 
633-634, 679. 

Aiken, William, brief sketch of, 
489w. 

Alabama Southern Rights Party- 
Committee, discusses national 
candidates, 353; questions Gra- 
ham, 353-354; receives letter 
from Graham, 379-380; secre- 
taries of, listed, 354. 

Alexander, Archibald, mentioned, 
252n. 

Alexander, James Taylor, identifi- 
ed, 324?i; praises Scott nomina- 
tion, 324. 

Alexander, Joseph Addison, identi- 
fied, 252w. 

Alexander, Junius Montrose, iden- 
tified, 497n. 

Alexandria Gazette (Virginia), 
mentioned, 195, 195n. 

Allison, Robert Grier, identified, 
355w; questions Scott's religious 
tenets, 355; writes Graham, 355- 
356, 375-376, 504-506. 

Alves, Walter, identified, 308n; 
writes Graham, 308. 

Always Ready Club, discussed, 394. 
Amazon River, aid for, requested, 

417; discussed, 35-41, 417-418. 
Amazon survey, discussion of, 34n, 

34-41. 
American jurisprudence, discussed, 

224-225. 
American Party (Know-Nothing), 

discussed, 605, 606, 646; founder 
of, 159w; mass meeting for can- 
didates, 661; mentioned, 595-596, 
661, 677rc. 

Anderson, Cameron, identified, 
137w. 

Anderson, William H., mentioned, 
227. 

Anderson, William J., identified, 
365w; writes Graham, 365. 

Archer, William S., writes Graham, 
24. 

Argus (Albany, New York), dis- 
cusses Graham's views, 374-375. 

Arkansas, discussed, 180, 356-358. 
Ashe, Richard Porter, mentioned, 

128, 299, 299n. 
Ashe, Thomas S., writes Graham, 

131. 
Ashe, William S., mentioned, 528; 

represents Cape Fear project, 29. 
Asheville News, mentioned, 342, 

364. 
Asheville Spectator, mentioned, 

lllw. 
Aspinwall, William Henry, brief 

sketch of, 125n; writes Graham, 
125, 150. 

Atchison, David Reed, brief sketch 
of, 521n. 

Aulick, John H., commended as sea- 
man, 253; identified, 90n; men- 
tioned, 221-222, 435; requests in- 
formation from command, 255. 

Austell, Mass, mentioned, 589. 
Avery, Waightstill, mentioned, 220, 

368. 
Avery, William W., duel and fight 

of, mentioned, 215, 215w. 

B 
Bache, Alexander Dallas, brief 

sketch of, 30n. 
Badger, George E., discusses House 

activities, 516-517; discusses 
law, 545-546; discusses Raleigh 
Committee's invitation, 181; 
mentioned, 30, 208, 281, 292, 295, 
298, 416, 426, 430w, 439, 489, 498, 
515, 516, 528, 539, 606; writes 
Graham, 181, 405, 493-494, 516- 
517, 521, 545-546; writes Otey, 
32. 

Baltimore Sun (Maryland), quo- 
tation from, 149. 

Bancroft, George, mentioned, 428, 
441, 442, 487, 540; receives letter 
from Graham, 535-536. 

Barnett, John, receives letter from 
Graham, 340-341. 

Barnwell, Robert Woodward, brief 
sketch of, 193n. 

Barringer, Daniel L., mentioned, 
215. 

Barringer, Rufus, mentioned, 235, 
375, 400, 539. 

Bartlett, Thomas, Jr., identified, 
263n. 

Battle of King's Mountain, copy 
of celebration invitation, 600. 
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Battle of Ramsour's Mill, 456-457, 
600. 

Battle, William H., mentioned, 595. 
Beekman, James William, identi- 

fied, 52n. 
Bell, John, mentioned, 6. 
Benners, Joseph, mentioned, 153. 
Benton, Thomas H., mentioned, 

644n, 661; writes Graham, 43. 
Berrien, John M., writes Fillmore, 

96-98. 
Berry, John, mentioned, 360n. 
Biggs, Asa, appointment of, 543; 

mentioned, 539, 573, 590. 
Bigler, William, identified, 139n. 
Bills, Appropriations, mentioned, 

51; Rivers and Harbors, men- 
tioned, 44, 51. 

Bingham, William James, identi- 
fied, 54w; mentioned, 112; writes 
Graham, 54-55, 61. 

Bissell, William Harrison, identi- 
fied, 245n. 

Bittinger, Edward C, writes Gra- 
ham, 89-90, 252-258, passim, 
269-278. 

Blackwell, Charles H., reference 
to, 58. 

Blair, F. P., mentioned, 647. 
Bliss, William Wallace Smith, men- 

tioned, 78, 78n. 
Blount, Thomas M., discussed cor- 

ruption of Navy Department, 
436; discusses politics, 371-372, 
423-424, 433-434; identified, 
371w; sends enclosure to Gra- 
ham, 407-412; writes Graham, 
371-372, 423-425, 433-434, 434- 
436. 

Bokee, David Alexander, discusses 
politics, 337, 338; identified, 
259n; sends enclosure to Gra- 
ham, 337-339; writes Graham. 
259, 337-338. 

Borland, Salon, brief sketch of, 
358n. 

Boston, riots of, mentioned, 59, 77, 
84, 85; slaves in, 8. 

Boutwell, George Sewell, brief 
sketch of, 648rc. 

Bower, George, identified, 387w. 
Boyd, George Dillard, brief sketch 

of, 548w. 
Boyden, N. A., mentioned, 542. 
Bradbury, James Ware, identified, 

230n; receives letter from and 
writes to Graham, 230-231. 

Bradish, Luther, identified, 487n; 
receives letter from Graham, 
535-536. 

Brainard, C. H., writes Graham, 1. 

Brenham, C. J., mentioned, 299, 
299w. 

Brewre, S. H., mentioned, 642. 
Brickell, William W., identified, 

S16n. 
Briggs, Charles Frederick, brief 

sketch of, 223w. 
Brinsmade (Brinsmede), Peter Al- 

lan, mentioned, 299, 299n. 
British Invasion of North Carolina, 

Graham's New York address 
concerning, 450-486. 

Brooks, James, brief sketch of, 
301n. 

Brooks, Preston Smith, brief 
sketch of, 643n. 

Brown (Browne), Aaron V., brief 
sketch of, 509n; mentioned, 517. 

Brown, John, mentioned, 488n. 
Brown, Levin, mentioned, 152. 
Brown, Robert W., identified, 29n; 

writes Graham, 29. 
Brown, Thomas, sketch of, 449n. 
Brown, William Garl, brief sketch 

of, 598n. 
Bryan, Edmund, writes Graham, 

157-158, 507-508. 
Bryan, Francis Theodore, brief 

sketch of, 108w. 
Bryan, George S., congratulates 

Graham on State elections, 192; 
relates South Carolina's stand, 
192-195. 

Bryan, James H., relates Haywood- 
Smith affray, 239. 

Bryan, James W., advises Graham 
265-266, 289, 307; discusses Dem- 
ocratic convention, 307; discusses 
election, 426; mentioned, 57; re- 
ceives letters from Graham, 15, 
43, 202, 262-264, 282-283, 290, 
426-428, 444, 445, 501-502, 517- 
518; writes Graham, 123, 142- 
143, 238-240, 260, 265, 266, 307, 
328, 426, 514. 

Bryan, John H., discussed, 214- 
215; mentioned, 543; receives 
letter from Graham, 124-125; 
writes Graham, 108, 280-281. 

Bryan, Larkin B., brief sketch of, 
497n; discusses State politics, 
497. 

Bryant, William Cullen, brief 
sketch of, 648n; mentioned, 224w, 

Buchanan, James, mentioned, 307, 
643, 649, 650, 660, 662, 664. 

Buie, John R., identified, 126n; 
writes Graham, 126-127. 

Bullock, John, identified, 636n. 
Bullock,  Richard,  identified,  637n. 
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Bulwer, Henry Lytton, mentioned 
and identified, 65, 65n. 

Burgwyn, Henry K., writes Gra- 
ham, 176-177. 

Burgwyn, John, identified, 12Sn. 
Burke, Thomas, mentioned, 438, 

448, 449, 495. 
Burr, Talcott, Jr., identified, 55n; 

makes plans for newspaper, 55. 
Burton, John C, identified, 598n; 

writes Graham concerning plan- 
tation activities, 598-599, 600, 
602, 603, 623-624, 633-634, 639, 
640, 641-642, 644-645, 653-654, 
663-664, 665-666, 679. 

Butler, B. F., mentioned, 411. 
Butler, John, sketch of, 448w. 
Butler, William, mentioned, 448w. 
Bynum, John G., mentioned, 32, 

360. 

Cabell, Edward Carrington, dis- 
cussed, 424; writes Graham, 136- 
137. 

Caldwell, David Franklin, identi- 
fied, 206w; writes Graham, 206- 
207. 

Caldwell, David Franklin, identi- 
fied, 610n; mentioned, 610; 
writes Graham, 47-48. 

Caldwell, G. W., discussion of, 127; 
mentioned, 114, 127, 131, 183. 

Caldwell, James A., identified, 
366w; mentioned, 366, 368. 

Caldwell, Joseph, mentioned, 504, 
505; writes Graham, 88-89. 

Caldwell, Richard Alexander, brief 
sketch of, 646/1; writes Graham, 
646-647. 

Caldwell, Tod R., identified, 342n; 
mentioned, 360; writes Graham, 
234-235. 

Caldwell, William Addison, refer- 
red to, 130. 

Caldwell Institute, mentioned, 112. 
Calhoun, John C, funeral cere- 

monies for, 432-433; mentioned, 
25. 

California, description of, 110; 
mines and minerals of, 72; place 
in the Union, 111; provisional 
governor of, mentioned, llln; 
territory of, discussed, 71-72; 
Whigs of, write Graham, 67-71. 

California mint, plans for, dis- 
cussed, 71, 234, 299. 

Callaway, Benjamin C, identified, 
387n. 

Cameron, Duncan, mentioned, 448, 
449. 

Campbell, Hugh, writes Graham, 
91. 

Campbell, John Archibald, brief 
sketch of, 226n. 

Canton, China, described, 272-276. 
Cape Fear River, dimensions of, 

29; harbor, commerce of, 29; 
harbor, improvements of, 29-30; 
harbor, maps of, 30; navigation 
company of, discussed, 327; navi- 
gation obstructions, 29. 

Capitol (Washington, D. C), im- 
provements of, mentioned, 88, 
111. 

Carr, John Wesley, brief sketch of, 
522n; discusses Graham's candi- 
dacy, 522. 

Carrigan, William Adams, brief 
sketch of, 357w. 

Carroll, Nicholas, discusses speak- 
ers, 298; laments Mangum's 
stand, 297. 

Cass, Lewis, mentioned, 446, 521n. 
Caswell, Richard, Letter Books, 

mentioned, 438, 635. 
Caswell Committee, listed, 531, 

533; receives letter from Gra- 
ham, 533; writes Graham, 530- 
531. 

Cates, Thomas J., writes Graham, 
322-323. 

Census (1850), population of 
North Carolina, listed, 148. 

Chalmers, Charles, mentioned, 303, 
303n. 

Chamberlain, Daniel H., mention- 
ed, 600%. 

Chambers, David, mentioned, 299. 
Chambers, Maxwell, brief sketch 

of, 590n; mentioned, 610, 630; 
will of, discussed, 613-623. 

Chapman, John Grant, brief sketch 
of, 317n; mentioned, 344; re- 
ceives letter from Graham, 325- 
326; writes Graham concerning 
nomination, 317. 

Chapman, S. T., reference to, 29«. 
Chappell, Absalom Harris, brief 

sketch of, 28, 29n. 
Charleston, South Carolina, report 

concerning, 197-198. 
Charleston harbor, Fort Moultrie, 

discussed, 198. 
Cherokee Indians, census of, men- 

tioned, 60. 
Cherry, Joseph, mentioned, 677n. 
Choate, Joseph Hodges, mentioned, 

429. 
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Christian Advocate, mentioned, 
57rc. 

Civil War, naval strategy of, men- 
tioned,  59n. 

Clark, George C., brief sketch of, 
332; writes Graham, 331-332. 

Clark, T. N., writes Graham, 377. 
Clark, Mrs. Walter, Graham's 

daughter, mentioned, 53n. 
Clarke, Jeremiah, mentioned, 115. 
Clay, Henry, brief political sketch 

of, 23; funeral ceremonies for, 
432-433; mentioned, 23, 160, 235, 
325, 390, 394, 605, 637, 647, 649; 
monument for, discussed, 449- 
450; reception for, 24. 

Clay, J. Randolph, mentioned, 418, 
418?z, 419, 420. 

Clayton, John M., brief sketch of, 
515w; requests Graham's assist- 
ance for DuPont, 207-208. 

Clemens, Jeremiah, brief sketch of, 
233w. 

Cleveland, Chauncey Fitch, brief 
sketch of, 648n. 

Clingman, Thomas L., discussed, 
386; mentioned, 114, 121, 153, 
183, 185, 187, 234, 325, 342, 360, 
363, 364, 366, 368, 373, 399, 405, 
421, 426, 430, 430w, 431, 441, 497, 
508, 520, 529, 539, 590, 665; re- 
ceives letter from Graham, 230- 
231; writes Graham, 230. 

Clinton, Dewitt, mentioned, 146. 
Clinton, Henry, mentioned, 448. 
"Cliosophic Society," elects Graham 

honorary member, 225. 
Coastal survey, mentioned, 30, 30?i, 

43, 51. 
Cobb, John, mentioned, 233. 
Coleman, David, brief sketch of, 

342n. 
Colfax, Schuyler, brief sketch of, 

358w;  writes Graham, 358-359. 
Collins, Josiah, reference to, 27. 
Commercial, (Wilmington), men- 

tioned, 55-56, 377-n. 
Compromise of 1850, Graham's 

stand on, 92, 379; mentioned, 24, 
25, 43, 45, 67, 112, 119, 120, 124, 
174, 233, 261, 310, 351, 415, 422; 
North Carolina's stand on, 67; 
Scott's stand on, 263, 331, 340- 
341, 362. 

Confederacy, Assistant Secretary 
of War, mentioned, 226n. 

Congress, Senate, corruption of, 
53; legislation of, 44, 51; mem- 
bers of, give banquet for Kos- 
suth, 230; slavery issue dis- 
cussed, 44. 

Connor, Henry G., reference to, 
369%. 

Connor, Henry W., mentioned, 423, 
423rc. 

Connor, R. D. W., reference to, 
369n. 

Conrad, Charles M., Secretary of 
War, mentioned, 80, 181, 196, 
202, 231, 417, 419, 420; seeks 
Graham's aid, 229; writes Gra- 
ham, 229. 

Constitution (National), binding 
power of, 149-150; support of 
urged, 149. 

Conway, Elias Nelson, brief sketch 
of, 589n. 

Cooke, William D., discusses print- 
ing matters, 634-635; mention- 
ed, 496, 609, 612, 626, 631, 635, 
636, 638; printing of, 637; writes 
Swain, 496. 

Cooper, James, brief sketch of, 
118w; mentioned, 200; writes 
Graham, 118-120. 

Corcoran, William Wilson, brief 
sketch of, 78n; mentioned, 78. 

Corwin, Thomas, asks Graham's 
aid, 195; mentioned, 56, 81, 82, 
189, 298, 393, 416, 454, 489; re- 
ceives letter from Rockwell, 61- 
64; receives letter from Snowden, 
195-196. 

Cowles, J., writes Graham, 404-405. 
Crane, George W., mentioned, 70, 

71. 
Crane, James M., advises Graham 

on California appointments, 299; 
advises Graham on California 
"friends," 298-299; writes Gra- 
ham, 298-300. 

Crittenden, John J., Attorney Gen- 
eral, mentioned, 6, 96, 109, 278, 
298; writes Graham, 118. 

Cross, Edward, brief sketch of, 
589n. 

Cruger, John Church, identified, 
393n. 

Cuba, conquest of, discussed, 86- 
87, 98, 201. 

Cunningham, John G., writes Gra- 
ham, 665. 

Cunningham, Robert B., discussed, 
154, 154n. 

Curtis, George William P., men- 
tioned, 223n, 394. 

Cutter, C. W., reference to, 49. 

D 

Daily Conservative (Raleigh), 
mentioned, 57n, 11 In. 
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Daily Express (New York), found- 
er of, 301%. 

Daily Republican Banner (Nash- 
ville, Tennessee), item from, 
651-652. 

Dargan, Atlas Jones, identified, 
114%; mentioned, 127, 131. 

Davidson, E. Constantine, men- 
tioned, 12, 366, 368. 

Davidson, George Franklin, identi- 
fied, 366%. 

Davidson, John, Graham's grand- 
father, mentioned, 219, 235, 448. 

Davidson, John Howard, identified, 
303w. 

Davidson, Robert, discussed, 497. 
Davidson, William Lee, discussed, 

134, 458-459; mentioned, 220, 
494. 

Davidson College, appropriations 
for, 590-591; represented by- 
Graham,  613-623. 

Davie, William Richardson, men- 
tioned, 458, 459, 635. 

Davis, Alexander J., discusses gar- 
dening, 523; writes Graham, 522- 
523. 

Davis, Charles Henry, brief sketch 
of, 59%; mentioned, 59, 304; 
writes Graham, 302. 

Davis, George, brief sketch of, 61%- 
62%;  mentioned, 61. 

Davis, Gilbert, writes Graham, 134- 
135. 

Davis, Joseph S., mentioned, 306, 
306%. 

Dawson, William Crosby, brief 
sketch of, 293%. 

Dayton, William L., brief sketch 
of, 26%; writes Graham, 26, 107. 

Dean, Gilbert, brief sketch of, 
393%. 

DeBree, Alexander M., identified, 
177%. 

Deems, Charles F., writes Graham, 
205. 

Democratic Party, attitude toward 
local appointments, 129-130; con- 
vention of, mentioned, 304; dis- 
cussed, 364; executive committee, 
mentioned, 263; "Kentucky and 
Virginia Resolutions," reference 
to, 355; members of, mentioned, 
52; unity of, 182. 

Devereux, Thomas P., discusses 
slaves, 431. 

Dialectic Society, Graham's por- 
trait for, 597, 598. 

Dix, John Adams, brief sketch of, 
429%;  mentioned, 411, 648. 

Dobbin, James Cochran, mentioned, 
426, 427, 440, 441, 528. 

Dockery, Alfred, mentioned, 114, 
120, 127, 131, 156, 180, 183, 185, 
187, 191, 239, 298, 368, 514, 517, 
517%, 528, 646. 

Dorsheimer, Philip, brief sketch of, 
652%. 

Doub, W. C, mentioned, 640%. 
Douglas, Stephen Arnold, brief 

sketch of, 233%. 
Downes, John, identified, 42%. 
Draper, Lyman C, asks for ma- 

terials, 510; brief sketch of, 
510%; mentioned, 512. 

Dred Scott case, mentioned, 226%. 
Dudley, Edward Bishop, mention- 

ed, 30. 
Duganne, Augustine Joseph Hic- 

key, brief sketch of, 159%; writes 
Graham, 159. 

Duncan, H. C, mentioned, 513. 
Duncan, H. T., discusses Clay mon- 

ument, 503-504. 
DuPont, Charles I., Jr., appoint- 

ment of, 207-208; sketch of, 207, 
207%. 

DuPonts, family history given, 208. 
Duval, J. P., mentioned, 527. 

E 

Eaton, William, Jr., identified, In. 
Edney, Bayles M., letter to Fagg, 

discussed, 430, 430%; letter to 
Fillmore, mentioned, 521%; men- 
tioned, 373, 425, 443, 507, 520. 

Elections, discussed, 47, 85-86, 121- 
122, 127, 427. 

Electoral College, abolishment dis- 
cussed, 323. 

Elmore, John A., brief sketch of, 
354%. 

Emory, William Helmsley, brief 
sketch of, 489%. 

Emory College, mentioned, 659. 
Erie Canal, mentioned, 146. 
Erie Railroad, discussed, 146; men- 

tioned, 109, 113. 
Erwin, Adolphus, requests appoint- 

ment, 4. 
Erwin, Bulow, mentioned, 368. 
Erwin, John S., mentioned, 368, 

368%. 
Erwin, Marcus, brief sketch of, 

342%;  mentioned, 386. 
Euphradian and Clariosophic So- 

cieties, speaker for, 628-629. 
Evans, Alexander, identified, 245%. 
Evans, Augustus, brief sketch of, 

487%. 
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Evans, Mrs. Augustus, mentioned, 
487. 

Evening Post, The (New York), 
mentioned,   224n. 

Everett, Edward, discusses per- 
sonal matters, 645; mentioned, 
428. 

F 
Fagg, John A., letter from Edney, 

mentioned, 444; mentioned, 521n. 
Fanning, David, mentioned, 601. 
Fanning, Edmund, mentioned, 601. 
Faucette, Chesley F., identified, 

360TI; mentioned, 117. 
Fayetteville Observer, mentioned, 

521. 
Fillmore, Millard, administration 

of, discussed, 4, 32, 43, 45, 47, 
52, 54-55, 81-82, 98, 113, 137, 141, 
157, 174-175, 217, 294, 310; ad- 
ministration officials tour New 
York, 121, 123-124, 126; appoints 
acting departments heads, 202, 
289; candidacy of, mentioned, 
278; considers Graham's resig- 
nation, 328-329, 333; discussed, 
657; discusses appointment with 
Graham, 260; discusses coal con- 
tract, 279; discusses commission- 
ers to California, 110-111; dis- 
cusses personal matters, 498; 
discusses politics, 634-644; ex- 
tends invitations to Graham, 
214, 486; mentioned, 66, 216, 222, 
228, 234, 235, 239, 245, 246, 249, 
250, 262, 263, 265, 267, 282, 286, 
287, 289, 291, 293, 294, 297, 301, 
303, 305, 307, 311, 315, 321, 325, 
327, 336, 338, 339, 341, 346, 352, 
354, 355, 362, 363, 374, 378, 384, 
390, 392, 398, 408, 409, 411, 439, 
440, 444, 486, 488, 489, 512, 521, 
640, 641, 642, 643, 646, 647, 648, 
649, 656, 659, 660, 661, 664, 666; 
nomination of, 232, 294, 298, 303, 
306, 310, 330, 335, 360; North 
Carolina support for, 268, 325; 
official trip to New York, refer- 
red to, 89, 95, 106; opinions con- 
cerning, expressed, 43, 56, 108, 
182, 261, 281; Pennsylvania 
friends of, 248; portrait of, 309; 
presidential candidacy suggest- 
ed, 124-125, 293; receives letter 
from Graham, 251; receives let- 
ter from Webster, 220-221; stand 
on abolition and slavery, dis- 
cussed, 77, 97, 124; thanks Gra- 
ham, 502-503; writes Berrien, 
96-98;    writes    Graham,    56-57, 

59, 88, 111, 181, 197, 202, 226, 
260, 279, 289, 333, 486, 498, 502- 
503, 542, 643-644; writes Sef- 
farrans, 6. 

Fillmore, Mrs. Millard, death of, 
498n. 

Fish, Hamilton, identified, 52w; 
reports on New York politics, 
403-404. 

Fitzpatrick, Benjamin, brief sketch 
of,  546TI. 

Flemming, Samuel, mentioned, 21n. 
Flewellen,  E.   R.,  identified,  354n. 
Florence, Thomas B., brief sketch 

of, 230?i; receives letter from 
Graham, 230-231; writes Gra- 
ham, 230. 

Florida, discussed, 118, 152. 
Foote, Henry Stuart, brief sketch 

of, Sn. 
Foote, William Henry, his Sketches 

of North Carolina, mentioned, 
369; mentioned, 220, 609. 

Forbes, Richard N., writes Gra- 
ham, 399-400. 

Forbes, Robert Bennett, brief 
sketch of, 272w. 

Force, Peter, mentioned, 494. 
Foreman, Edward, brief sketch of, 

25971. 
Fort Sumter, incident at, 197; ref- 

erence to, 192. 
Free suffrage, reference to, 11, 15, 

371, 373, 385, 404, 441. 
Freeman, G. W., reference to, 325. 
Fremont, John Charles, brief 

sketch of, 64371-644TL ; mentioned, 
660, 678TZ. 

Free-soil, referred to, 45, 49, 119, 
440. 

Fugitive Slave Law, administra- 
tion stand on, 43-44, 92, 97, 149- 
150; discussed, 4S--44, 47-48, 76- 
80, 97-98, 135; execution and 
military support of, 4, 8-10, 42, 
66, 76-77; mentioned, 2, 25, 45, 
84, 113, 122, 149, 174, 264, 354, 
391, 650; Scott's stand on, 340- 
341; violence resulting from, 42, 
43, 43n, 85. 

G 

Gadsden, James, brief sketch of, 
2677?.. 

Gaither, Burgess S., mentioned, 
234, 425, 430, 497; requests ap- 
pointment in California, 250; 
writes  Graham, 249-251. 

Gales, Seaton, discusses election 
prospects,    397-398;    mentioned, 
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57n, 371; writes Graham, 397- 
398. 

Gallaher, John S., congratulates 
Graham, 314-315; discusses po- 
litical speculations, 344; writes 
Graham, 142, 314-315, 344. 

Gannt, Benjamin S., identified, 
277n. 

Gaston, William, mentioned, 370. 
Gentry, Meredith P., mentioned, 

291n; writes Graham, 6. 
Geology, discussion of, 104-105. 
Gholson, Thomas, brief sketch of, 

325n; writes Graham, 325, 361- 
362. 

Gibbon, John H., brief sketch of, 
638w;  writes Graham, 638-639. 

Gibbon, Lardner, mentioned, 35, 
37rc, 420. 

Gibbons, Charles, identified, 415w; 
writes Graham, 415. 

Giles, Henry, brief sketch of, 607w. 
Gilliam, H. A., mentioned, 186. 
Gilliam, Robert B., discusses elec- 

tion prospects, 306-307, 345; 
mentioned, 281; writes Graham, 
306-307, 443-444. 

Gillis, K., writes Graham, 104-105. 
Gillis Copper Mine, mentioned, 572, 

572TI. 
Gilmer, Jeremy F., mentioned, 246. 
Gilmer, John A., referred to, 117; 

writes Graham, 12, 60. 
Gilmer, Robert, mentioned, 641, 

643. 
Godwin, Parke, brief sketch of, 

223ri-224rc. 
"Golden Gate," steamship, Graham 

asked to cruise on, 150; referred 
to, 125. 

Goldthwaite, Eliza Witherspoon, 
writes Graham, 226-227. 

Goodall, J. K., mentioned, 226. 
Gorrell, Ralph, brief sketch of, 

305n; speech of, commended, 305. 
Gott, William, identified, 129n. 
Graham, Charles Connor, discusses 

new home, 544-545; identified, 
178n; mentioned, 4; moves to 
Arkansas, 526; writes Graham, 
178-181, 526, 544-545. 

Graham, Frank, mentioned, 178, 
187. 

Graham, George, discussed, 179. 
Graham, Henry, mentioned, 4. 
Graham, James, brother, death of, 

203-204, 218; discusses agricul- 
tural conditions, 114, 187-188; 
discusses health conditions, 45; 
discusses Stony Point Place, 44, 
45;   property valuation  of, list- 

ed, 506-507; receives letters from 
Graham, 3-4, 51-53, 108-113, 155- 
156, 188-190; reference to, 158, 
680; writes Graham, 65-66, 113- 
114, 187-188. 

Graham, James, Graham's grand- 
father, mentioned, 369. 

Graham, James Duncan, brief 
sketch of, 108n. 

Graham, James F., Graham's 
nephew, death of, 189; news 
about, 115; writes Graham, 71- 
72. 

Graham, John W., writes Graham, 
509. 

Graham, Joseph, Graham's son, 
mentioned, 445, 532, 543. 

Graham, Joseph, Graham's father, 
mentioned, 219-220, 235, 368, 369, 
457. 

Graham, William A., accepts nom- 
ination, 312-313; acts as depart- 
ment head, 57, 181, 188, 197, 202, 
289; admitted to Board of Reg- 
ents, "Society of Iron Man," 159; 
advised on Amazon survey, 420; 
advised on appointments, 153- 
154; advised on elections, 65-66, 
143; advised on foreign naval 
affairs, 254; advised on Japanese 
refugees, 90-91; advised on navy 
yard reforms, 49; advised on 
personal matters, 287-288; ad- 
vised on political matters, 11, 13, 
24, 25, 27, 32, 47, 113, 120-122, 
140-141, 157, 204-205, 207, 232, 
233, 245, 260-261, 291, 302-303, 
387-389; advised on railroad 
contract, 237, 241-244; advised 
on Raleigh postmastership, 31- 
32; advised on South Carolina 
action, 194; advised on Whig 
affairs, 31-32; advises constitu- 
ents, 15, 83-84; advises Perry on 
Japan project, 278-279; ances- 
try of, 369; asked about North 
Carolina railroad, 115-116; asked 
to edit documents, 626; asked to 
read coal field article, 227; asked 
to recommend Wiley's book, 210- 
211; asked to write biographical 
sketch, 134; assigns Perry to 
Pacific area, 264-265; biographi- 
cal sketch of, 349-351; called a 
free trader, 415; coast sur- 
vey, mentioned, 43; commended 
for cabinet work, 333; confers 
with Fillmore, 111; congratulat- 
ed on nomination, 312, 313-315, 
320, 323, 326-327, 329, 334, 335, 
346, 348, 355, 363, 417; crops of, 
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114, 268-269, 316; daguerreotype 
of, mentioned, 334-335; declines 
invitations, 173-176, 230-231, 396, 
533, 535-536, 605-606; describes 
Scott, 326; describes Scott meet- 
ing, 331; describes Washington 
residence, 78-79; description of, 
109n, 259, 313, 314w, 350; dis- 
cusses Battle of King's moun- 
tain, 603-604; discusses called 
session, 290; discusses Catholic 
stand, 370, 373; discusses Cham- 
bers-Davidson litigation, 613- 
623; discusses convention, 305; 
discusses election, 380, 390, 426- 
427; discusses legislative action, 
445; discusses Leiper plantation, 
247-248; discusses local agricul- 
ture, 530; discusses local politics, 
340, 423; discusses manuscripts 
and publications, 602, 609-610, 
626-627, 631, 635-636, 638; dis- 
cusses New York tour, 108-110; 
discusses nomination, 330; dis- 
cusses personal matters, 78-79, 
155, 262-263; discusses promo- 
tion, 304;   discusses  Scott,  340- 
341, 378; discusses slave labor 
for revenue boats, 138-139; dis- 
cusses Washington visit, 488- 
489; documents and other items 
of, listed, xx; Earhardt place of, 
mentioned, 369, 675; education 
of, 33, 382, 658; encourages 
building of North Carolina rail- 
roads, 147-148; family of, 46, 53, 
76, 86, 116, 188, 524w; forwards 
newspaper materials, 139-140; 
fulfills Perry request, 269; 
health of, 53, 96; honorary mem- 
ber of "Cliosophic Society," 
225; informed of candidacy pros- 
pects, 278; informed of Frank 
Graham's whereabouts, 178-179; 
informed of politics, 73, 135, 182, 
198-200, 249; informed of rail- 
road plans, 128, 236-238, 288-289, 
315; instructs Herndon on Ama- 
zon survey, 34-41; learns of 
Avery-Flemming affair, 217-218; 
learns of brother's death, 203- 
204; learns of California troubles, 
110-111; learns of Cape Fear 
River improvements, 29; learns 
of campaign planning, 238-239; 
learns of his candidacy's favor, 
228; learns of Kirkland's naval 
experience, 212-213; learns of 
marl discovery, 260; learns of 
mining in North Carolina, 104- 
105; learns of navy yard affairs. 

154-155; learns of nephew's 
death, 115; learns of North 
Carolina's opinions on Fillmore, 
223; learns of North Carolina 
Whig convention, 297; learns of 
sister's family, 218-219; learns 
of South Carolina's stand, 192- 
195; learns of Wisconsin party 
papers, 135-136; letters of in- 
troduction solicited, 32, 33; let- 
ters written by, listed, ix-x; 
letters written to, listed, x-xviii; 
lists election returns, 427; makes 
appointments, 4, 79, 96-98, 136- 
137; makes Hillsboro speech, 
402-403; makes notes for speech, 
647-652; mentioned, 289, 430n; 
music written for, 377; news- 
paper reports on, 374-375, 406; 
nomination of, 312, 313n-314n, 
317, 321, 326, 327, 334, 343; 
opinions concerning, 325, 348, 
355; orders concerning Amazon 
survey, 34; papers, symbols for 
depositories, listed, xxi; pleads 
for wholehearted support of 
Constitution, 93-95; portrait of, 
discussed, 597; posted on support 
of administration, 47; railroad 
subscriber, 155-156; receives 
apologies, 26, 129; receives ap- 
peal for intercession in Navy 
Bureau matters, 154-155; re- 
ceives appointment declination, 
158-159; receives books, 210, 251, 
300, 665; receives campaign 
document, 382-385; receives copy 
of Aulick's note, 255; receives 
copy of Bittinger's answer to 
Aulick, 256; receives election 
news, 84-85, 88, 127, 153, 156, 
183, 184, 185, 187, 191, 206, 211, 
216-217; receives gifts, 124; re- 
ceives invitations: 23, 244-245, 
376, 530-531; for voyages, 87- 
88, 125, 150; from Bokee, 339, 
Fayetteville Whigs, 365, Gilliam, 
344, Greene County, 399, King's 
Mountain, 600, Maryland, 422, 
Means, 659, Nag's Head, 185-186, 
New York, 531-532, President, 
214, Poughkeeosie, 437, railroad, 
126, 547, Raleigh, 172-173, St. 
Louis, 661, Statesville, 381-382, 
Webster, 213; to banquets, 223, 
230, George Washington's birth- 
day celebration, 28, Greensboro 
College, 205, New Orleans, 432- 
433, New York Navy Yards, 89- 
90, President's, 213, Randolph- 
Macon, 200, reception, 65, speak, 
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428-429, visit, 91—receives let- 
ter from California Whigs, 67- 
71; receives letter from brother, 
44; receives letter from New 
Orleans Committee, 432-433; re- 
ceives letters on politics, 105-106, 
157; receives letters concerning 
aid and patronage, 5, 48-49, 50, 
55-56, 80-82, 112-113; receives 
materials on North Carolina 
military school, 573-582, 680; 
receives news from Hillsboro, 
327; receives note on Charleston 
harbor, 197-198; receives notes 
from Fillmore, 201, 260; re- 
ceives notice of report, 118; re- 
ceives office suggestion, 347; re- 
ceives praise of Aulick, 253; 
receives questionnaire, 322-323; 
receives report of northern tour, 
118; receives requests for aca- 
demy visitor appointments, 57- 
59, 136-137, 184-185, 203, 208; 
receives requests for aid, 26, 33- 
34, 51, 82-83, 123, 133, 204-205, 
229, 232, 234, 240-241, 280, 291, 
301, 362, 375-376, 439, 547-548, 
607-608, 640-641; receives re- 
quests for appointments, 4, 60, 
71-72, 74, 130, 151-152, 209-210; 
receives request for brass can- 
non, 141; receives request for 
donation, 662; receives requests 
for editorial patronage, 106, 107, 
119, 136, 195-196; receives re- 
quest for information, 27, 67, 
134, 142, 339; receives requests 
for letters of introduction, 176- 
177, 442-443, 638-639; receives 
request for materials for law 
magazine, 224-225; receives re- 
quest for pictures of father, 220; 
receives request from University 
Magazine, 397; receives resolu- 
tions from Fayetteville Whigs, 
365; receives request to aid 
biographer, 190-191; receives 
Whig platform, 317; refers to 
Boston riots, 47; refers to child- 
hood, 308; refers to New York 
tour, 145; refers to Oliver Gold- 
smith, 143-144; regrets Stanly, 
Mangum stand, 290; relates 
political views to Raleigh com- 
mittee, 174-176; replies to invi- 
tations, 143, 379-380, 389-392, 
395-396, 602-604; replies to re- 
quests, 348, 369-371; reports on 
convention, 310-311; reprimands 
Loring, 377-379; requests books 
from Swain, 443;  requests gar- 

dener, 428; requests information 
on electors, 202; resignation of, 
328-329, 333, 346; Senate seat 
for, 508; sends materials to 
Greensboro College, 205; Scott 
acknowledges nomination of, 
324; speaks on internal im- 
provements, 91-98; speaks on 
unity, 99-102, 102-104; speeches 
of, 91-93, 93-95, 98-102, 102-104, 
312-313, 450-486, 530, 548-572, 
654-657; speeches and other 
writings of, listed, xix; sketch of, 
discussed, 328, S2Sn; Strudwick's 
bill for, 666-675; submits Bry- 
an's letter to Fillmore, 194- 
195; suggestions on Chambers- 
Davidson matter, 621-623; sup- 
port of, 322; supports conven- 
tion resolutions, 326; sympathy 
for brother's death, 204, 257; 
sends remarks for Kossuth ban- 
quet, 231; tells Bryan of political 
matters, 263, 282-283; thanked, 
54-55, 61; thanked by Fayette- 
ville editor, 139-140; thanked by 
Sheppard, 72-73; thanked by 
Waddell, 74-75; to help Clay 
monument drive, 449-450; urged 
to appoint Henry, 248; urges 
election support in North Caro- 
lina, 340, 380; vice-presidential 
candidacy of, 113, 116, 124-125, 
132, 199-200, 217, 265, 278, 282- 
283, 311, 312, 517; warned of 
administrative trouble in South 
Carolina, 193; warned of defeat, 
321; Webster's report on clerks, 
296; Wisconsin Historical So- 
ciety, member of, 511-512; writes 
about fugitive slaves, 8-10, 42; 
writes brother, 4, 51-54, 76-80, 
188-190; writes James Bryan, 43, 
202, 310-311, 517-518; writes 
John Bryan, 123-124; writes 
Chapman, 325, 326; writes Fill- 
more, 2, 201; writes foreign offi- 
cials on Amazon survey, 41; 
writes Gorrell, 305-306; writes 
Graham, 155-156; writes Hills- 
borough Recorder, 518-519; 
writes letter to introduce hope- 
ful appointee, 88-89; writes let- 
ter to unknown friend, 330-331; 
writes Morehead, 143-148; writes 
Perry, 216, 265; writes Raleigh 
Committee, 173-176; writes 
Swain, 59-60, 304; writes Vass, 
83-84; writes wife, 95-96, 488- 
490, 497-498, 499. 

Graham, Mrs. William A., daugh- 
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ter's birth, 53; discussed, 86; 
mentioned, 46, 53n, 66, 219, 239, 
360, 660; receives letters from 
husband, 95-96, 486-488, 539, 
543-544; receives letter from 
Morrison, 524-525. 

Graham, William J., requests pa- 
tronage, 177. 

Granger, Francis, discusses Whig 
convention, 533-534; writes Gra- 
ham, 533-534. 

Graves, Calvin, mentioned, 87w, 
182. 

Graves, Ralph Henry, identified, 
86n. 

Green, Solomon, support for Gra- 
ham, 417; writes Graham, 417. 

Green, Thomas Jefferson, writes 
Graham, 208. 

Greene, Hugh W., identified, 96w. 
Greensboro College, thanks Gra- 

ham, 205. 
Gregory, Francis Hoyt, brief 

sketch of, 154w. 
Gresham, James, advises on elec- 

tion prospects, 413; assures of 
success, 414. 

Grist, Franklin, identified, 532?i. 
Grow, Galusha Aaron, brief sketch 

of, 652rc. 
Guatemala, mission to, discussed, 

444. 
Guion, H. W., mentioned, 74. 
Guthrie, James, brief sketch of, 

529w. 
Gwin, William McKendree, brief 

sketch of, 298n; Supplementary 
Land Bill, mentioned, 299. 

Gwynn, Walter, mentioned, 186. 

H 

Hackleman,   P.   A.,   reference   to, 
332. 

Haigh, William Hooper, identified, 
365n; writes Graham, 365, 381. 

Hale, Edward J., discusses politics, 
292,   502;   mentioned,  512,   521; 
writes Graham, 139-140, 292-293, 
365, 502. 

Hale,  Peter  Mallett,  brief  sketch 
of, 139n. 

Hall, Nathan K., invites Grahams 
to visit, 447;  discusses election, 
447. 

Hall, Samuel, brief sketch of, 29n. 
Hallett, Benjamin Franklin, brief 

^sketch   of,   263n;   reference   to, 
283. 

Halloway, Ransom, identified, 392w. 
Halsey, Joseph, mentioned, 186. 

Hamilton, John, brief sketch of, 
601w. 

Hanner, Orpheus, mentioned,  130. 
Hardee, William Joseph, brief 

sketch of, 108w. 
Hardin, Lauriston, mentioned, 5. 
Hardy, J. F. B., brief sketch of, 

398n. 
Hareby, Samuel, writes Graham, 

389. 
Hargrave, Samuel, mentioned, 363. 
Harney, William Selby, brief 

sketch of, 108n. 
Harrison, William Henry, refer- 

ence to, 355, 364, 380, 390, 406, 
414, 647. 

Harvey, James E., describes Scott's 
western tour, 421; discusses poli- 
tics, 406. 

Haughton, John H., writes Graham, 
84-86. 

Haviland, C. A., asks Graham to 
lecture, 437. 

Haw River, mentioned, 54. 
Hawks, Francis L., discusses North 

Carolina military school, 573- 
582; discusses topographical sur- 
vey, 536-537; mentioned, 15, 449, 
486, 495, 496, 541, 602; receives 
letter from Graham, 535-536; 
receives letter from Viele, 537- 
538; writes Graham, 428-429, 
437,  441-442,  536-537,  573-582. 

Haws, John Henry Hobart, identi- 
fied, 245?i. 

Haywood, Robert W., identified, 
13; mentioned, 27, 32, 239; rec- 
ommended for position, 13. 

Healy, George Peter Alexander, 
identified, 264. 

Heartt, Dennis, requests copy of 
Hillsboro speech, 404. 

Heartt, Edwin A., discusses elec- 
tion results, 431; mentioned, 448. 

Hedrick, Benjamin Sherwood, brief 
biography of, 49; discussed, 302; 
promotion of, 304; reference to, 
59, 75-76, 304, 612. 

Helper, Hinton Rowan, brief 
sketch of, 88tt-89n; writes Gra- 
ham,  115. 

Henderson, Richard, sketch of, 
511n. 

Henry,    Henry,    identified,   154n; 
mentioned, 200, 248. 

Henry,   Joseph,   brief   sketch   of, 
205n. 

Herndon, John R., mentioned, 306, 
306n. 
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Herndon, Joseph, brief sketch of, 
629n. 

Herndon, William L., instructions 
to, listed, 37-40; mentioned, 34, 
40, 309, 420; receives letter, 34. 

Herrisse (Harrisse), Henri, brief 
sketch of, 591n; petitions Uni- 
versity of North Carolina trus- 
tees, 592; seeks Graham's aid, 
591-592. 

Hicks, J. W., questions Graham's 
stand, 606. 

Hill, Daniel Harvey, discusses 
military school, 680. 

Hill, Jacob M., writes Graham, 
322-323. 

Hill, Samuel P., identified, 590w; 
mentioned, 327. 

Hill, Wilson S., identified, 206u. 
Hillsborough Recorder, Graham's 

speech, 402-403, 530; letter to, 
518-519; mentioned, 93, 172n, 
377, 381, 601. 

Hines, Richard, discusses Raleigh 
postmastership, 26-27; writes 
Graham, 22, 26-27. 

Hinton, Charles L., discusses poli- 
tics, 297, 346, 400; reference to, 
26, 128; writes Graham, 6, 13, 
297, 345-346, 400. 

Hinton, John, mentioned, 400. 
Hinton, Joseph B., advises Graham 

on nomination, 321; writes Gra- 
ham,  320-322. 

Holden, William Woods, mentioned, 
49n, 360n. 

Holmes, Isaac E., identified, llOn; 
writes Graham, 110-111. 

Hong-Kong, discussed, 270-273. 
Hooper, Duponceau, mentioned, 5. 
Hooper, Joseph, identified, 5, 5n. 
Hooper, William W., brief sketch 

of, 5, 5%; writes Graham, 5. 
Hopkins, Arthur Francis, bio- 

grapical sketch of, 283n; dis- 
cusses memorial, 309; discusses 
politics, 283-287, 335, 337; writes 
Graham,  335-337. 

Hopkins, Edward Augustus, iden- 
tified, 309?i; writes Maury, 309. 

Hopkins, William Fenn, brief 
sketch of, 177n. 

Hoskins, Thomas S., discusses 
election results, 440; suggests 
Graham senator, 441. 

Howard, Volney Erskine, brief 
sketch of, 245n. 

Howland and Aspinwall, navy 
agents, mentioned, 434. 

Hughes, John Joseph, brief sketch 
of, 509w. 

"Hulseman   letter,"  identified,   3n. 
Hunt,  Memucan,  brief  sketch  of, 

179n. 
Hunt, Washington, sketch of, 512n. 
Hunter,   John   C,   discussed,   96, 

96w, 97. 
Hunter, Joseph, mentioned, 608. 
Husted, Hiram W., brief sketch of, 

425?i; suggests appointees, 425. 
Hyman, John D,, brief sketch of, 

11 In;   reference   to   bin;   urges 
Graham's attendance at meeting, 
664-665;    writes   Graham,   135- 
136, 279-280, 664-665. 

Indian Agency, request for ap- 
pointment to, 151-152. 

Indians, discussed, 152. 
Inge, Samuel W., reference to, 47. 
Ingersoll, Joseph Reed, brief sketch 

of, 189w. 
Inman, William, brief sketch of, 

89n. 
Irving, Washington, brief sketch 

of, 487n; mentioned, 489. 

Japan, discussed, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22, 
90-91; Perry's expedition to, 16- 
22, 665; mentioned, 222; re- 
ceives supplies, 269, 279. 

Japan Squadron, coal for, 434. 
Johnson, Charles Earl, brief sketch 

of, 607n; writes Graham, 607- 
608. 

Johnson, Cost, reference to, 394. 
Johnson, J. C, mentioned, 504. 
Johnson, Oliver, mentioned, 303, 

303n. 
Johnson, Reverdy, brief sketch of, 

407n; requests information, 407. 
Johnson, Walter Rogers, brief 

sketch of, llln. 
Johnston, Charles W., discusses 

railroad, 315-316; mentioned, 
155, 241, 242, 243; writes Gra- 
ham, 115-116, 127-129, 228, 236- 
238, 278, 287-289, 315-317. 

Johnston, James C, discusses Clay 
Memorial fund, 513; mentioned, 
498;  writes Graham, 449-450. 

Johnston, James D., identified, 
346n; offers suggestion to Gra- 
ham, 347. 

Johnston, Robert Ward, brief 
sketch of, 589w; mentioned, 358, 
358n. 

Johnston, Sloan, mentioned, 375. 
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Johnston,   William   Freame,   brief 
sketch of, 139n; mentioned, 368; 
writes    Graham,    268-269,    366, 
529. 

Jones, Benson, mentioned, 322. 
Jones, Cadwallader, Jr., mentioned, 

522, 522n. 
Jones, Edward, mentioned, 299. 
Jones,    Hamilton    C,    mentioned, 

375;    writes   Graham,   184-185, 
222-223. 

Jones, J. M., identified, 250n. 
Jones, John D., mentioned, 53. 
Jones, Johnston B. Blakeley, brief 

sketch of, 572n; mentioned, 572. 
Jones, Joseph Seawell, mentioned, 

510, 511, 532, 607, 608. 
Jones,    Richard,   mentioned,    522, 

522n. 
Jones, W. H., discusses State and 

national candidates, 343. 
Joyner, Henry, identified, 376n. 

K 

Kelly, William W., identified, 137n. 
Kennedy, John Pendleton, brief 

sketch of, 361n; mentioned, 401, 
489; writes Graham, 361. 

Kerr, John, campaign of, discussed, 
300-301, 343-344, 530; discusses 
Graham's candidacy, 519-520; 
election of, 303, 314, 325, 366; 
mentioned, 7, 307, 341, 343, 345, 
355, 360, 363, 364, 368, 373, 385, 
386, 400, 425, 430, 441, 521, 533; 
writes Graham, 182-183, 300-301, 
519-520. 

Kerr, W. C., mentioned, 540. 
Kerr, Washington, employment of, 

304. 
Kidd, James, mentioned, 534. 
Killey, E. B., reference to, 392. 
King, Preston, brief sketch of, 

648n; mentioned, 411. 
King, Thomas Butler, mentioned, 

299, 299TI. 
King, William R., mentioned, 394. 
Kirkland, William A., writes Gra- 

ham, 50, 203, 212-213; writes 
Mangum, 2. 

Kossuth, Louis, brief sketch of, 
230n; discussed, 223, 230, 234; 
mentioned, 234, 235, 246-247, 650. 

Ladd, Charles H., writes Graham, 
329-330. 

Lancaster,   James   Warren,   brief 
sketch of, 543n. 

Lane,  James  Henry,  brief  sketch 
of, 652n. 

Lanier,  Robert S., identified, 29n. 
Laws, Saxe Gotha, writes Graham, 

322-323. 
Leach, James M., writes Graham, 

74;  writes public circular, 213- 
214. 

Leathers, James S., mentioned, 117. 
Lee,   Robert   Edward,   mentioned, 

134. 
Lee,   Samuel   Phillips,   identified, 

51n; writes Graham, 51. 
Lee, Sydney Smith, discussed, 265, 

265n. 
Leiper plantation, mentioned, 247. 
Lemay, Thomas J., mentioned, 106. 
Leutze, Emanual, brief sketch of, 

264n. 
Leventhorpe, Collet, discussed, 114, 

114n,   507;   reference   to,   157; 
writes Graham, 158-159. 

Lewis, Willis, mentioned, 572. 
Lillington, John Alexander, identi- 

fied, 376%; mentioned, 387. 
Lindsay, T. J. M., discussed, 129; 

mentioned, 129, 130. 
Lippincott,   Grambo   &   Company, 

mentioned, 210. 
Lisle, D. L., mentioned, 70, 71. 
Little, Alexander, brief sketch of, 

131w. 
Little, George, writes Graham, 106, 

313-314. 
Littlejohn,   James    T.,    discussed, 

444, 444n. 
Livingston, John, brief sketch of, 

224n;    describes    his    proposed 
book, 225; writes Graham, 224. 

Locofoco, election majority of, 433; 
party  of,  mentioned,  6,  27,  31, 
140, 206, 283, 298, 343, 374, 389, 
394,   424;   press   of,   135,   261; 
strength of, 31, 299. 

Logan, George W., writes Graham, 
204-205. 

London,   Mauger,   discusses   elec- 
tion  results, 438-439;  identified, 
438%. 

Long, Osmond F., writes Graham, 
369. 

Long,  William John, brief sketch 
of, 426n. 

Long,  William  L.,  mentioned,  44, 
53; writes Graham, 43. 

Lopez,   Narcisco,  brief  sketch   of, 
86/i-87n; mentioned, 98, 202, 650. 

Loring, Thomas, identified, 55n; 
mentioned, 360, 381, 510n; re- 
ceives letter from Graham, 377- 
379; writes Graham, 55-56. 

Lossing, Benson J., book of, 219, 
231,   235,   443;   mentioned,   231, 
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293w, 443, 449; writes Graham, 
219-220, 235-236. 

Lowry  (Lowrie), James M., brief 
sketch of, 342n. 

Lynch, William Francis, author of 
Naval Life, 210; brief sketch of, 
210w; writes Graham, 210. 

M 
McCurray, W. J., mentioned, 264, 

264rc. 
McDugald, J. G., discusses politics, 

354-355;  identified,  354w. 
McKeever, Isaac,  identified,  253w. 
McKinley,  John,   brief  sketch  of, 

546w. 
McLean, Joel, referred to, 130. 
McLean, John, mentioned, 127, 203. 
McLean, John R., identified, 206w; 

mentioned, 364, 364n. 
McLean, John W., identified, 247n; 

writes Graham, 247-248. 
McLean, William, mentioned, 367, 

603. 
McMullin,   George   O.,  mentioned, 

67, 68. 
McNeill,    John,    mentioned,    636, 

636w. 
MacRae, John,  discusses personal 

problems, 542-543. 
Macedo, M., reference to, 255, 256. 
Macklehany,  Eli, mentioned,  248; 

overseer for Graham, 247. 
Macon,    Nathaniel,   reference   to, 

374. 
Maffitt, John Newland, brief sketch 

of, SOn. 
Mallory,   Francis,   discussed,   232; 

requests    assistance   in    Naval 
Bureau    matters,    155;    writes 
Graham, 153-155, 231-232. 

Mangum, Willie P., discussed, 297, 
302-303, 590; mentioned, 30, 153, 
190, 208, 209, 292, 295, 302, 306, 
516,   595,   596,   606;   petitioners 
for, listed, 590; speech of, 290n; 
speech of, mentioned, 297; writes 
Graham, 1. 

Manly,  Charles,  discusses  politics 
with  aides, 238-239;  mentioned, 
26,   238,   261,   541,   637;   writes 
Graham, 31. 

Manly, Matthias E., discusses rail- 
road, 586; writes Graham, 586- 
587. 

Mann, A. Dudley, referred to, 3n. 
Mann, Abijah, Jr., brief sketch of, 

648n. 
March, Nathaniel, writes Graham, 

151. 
Markoe, Francis, identified, In. 

Marshall, Humphrey, mentioned, 
291%. 

Marshall, John, mentioned, 174. 
Martin, James Green, identified, 

280w. 
Martin, Josiah, mentioned, 453, 

460, 601, 627. 
Martin, William Francis, referred 

to, 184n. 
Maryland Committee, invites Gra- 

ham, 422. 
Mason, John Y., Secretary of War, 

mentioned, 33, 429. 
Mason, R. C, mentioned, 394. 
Matthews, Cornelius, identified, 

224?i. 
Matthias, Benjamin, identified, 

198n; writes Graham, 198-200, 
216-217. 

Maury, Matthew F., discusses 
Amazon survey, 418-419; men- 
tioned, 309n; receives letter 
from Hopkins, 309. 

Meagher, Thomas, brief sketch of, 
607n. 

Means, Alexander, brief sketch of, 
658n; writes Graham, 658-660. 

Meares, Gaston, brief sketch of, 
573n. 

Mebane, James, brief sketch of, 
59Sn. 

Mecklenburg Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, mentioned, 218, 219, 
220, 236, 369, 441, 442. 

Mecklenburg patriots, partial list- 
ing of, 235-236. 

Melton, Samuel Wiclif, brief sketch 
of, 600n. 

Mendenhall, Cyrus P., discussed, 
72-73, 73w. 

Mendenhall, George C, mentioned, 
332; writes Graham, 10. 

Mercury Party, reference to, 194. 
Mexico, mentioned, 189-190. 
Miller, Henry W., mentioned, 677w; 

writes Graham, 1, 148-149, 185, 
260-262, 640-641. 

Miller, John L., brief sketch of, 
600rc. 

Mills, Ladson A., mentioned, 363. 
"Mississippi," Perry's flagship, 265. 
Mitchel, John, brief sketch of, 

607w. 
Mitchell, Anderson, brief sketch 

of, 380n; reference to, 387. 
Mitchell, Elisha, criticizes Gra- 

ham's speech, 490-492. 
"Monitor,"  mentioned,  432%. 
Monroe Doctrine, mentioned, 22In. 
Moore, Bartholomew F., writes 

Graham, 245, 439-440. 
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Moore, J. W., discusses plantation 
matters, 675-676. 

Moore, Peyton, mentioned, 80, 294. 
Moore, Samuel D. J., brief sketch 

of, 354w. 
Morehead, James Turner, identi- 

fied, 73n; reference to, 73, 314?t, 
364; speaks for Graham, 314w; 
writes Graham, 246. 

Morehead, John Motley, discusses 
railroad, 595, 596-597; receives 
letter from Graham, 143-148; 
reference to, 316, 317, 364, 499, 
501, 522, 544, 665; writes Gra- 
ham, 14, 126, 595, 596-597. 

Morrill, Justin Smith, brief sketch 
of, 648w. 

Morris, Robert, mentioned, 199n; 
writes Graham, 248-249. 

Morrison, Anna, Graham's niece, 
mentioned, 304. 

Morrison, Robert Hall, consoles 
Grahams, 524-528; discusses 
Davidson matter, 630-631, 632; 
writes Grahams, 203-204, 246- 
247, 524-525, 526-528, 630-632. 

Morrison, William W., advises 
Graham on personal matters, 
367-368; discusses election re- 
sults, 432; discusses Kennedy as 
Secretary, 432; discusses poli- 
tics, 368, 641; mentioned, 4; 
writes Graham, 367-369, 432, 
528-529, 595-596, 641. 

Morton, Jackson, address to Flori- 
da Whigs, mentioned, 424; men- 
tioned, 152; writes Florida 
Whigs, 407-412. 

Morton, Jeremiah, brief sketch of, 
392%; mentioned, 393. 

Motz, Andrew, identified, 65n; 
mentioned, 65. 

Murphey, Archibald D., mentioned, 
397, 448, 509, 532, 602, 627, 629. 

Murphy, Robert, mentioned, 375. 
Murray, Ambrose Spencer, brief 

sketch of, 652w. 
Mushat, John, mentioned, 658. 

N 
Nag's Head Committee, sends in- 

vitation to Graham, 185-186. 
Nash, Abner, mentioned, 465. 
Nash, Frederick, advises on cam- 

paign matters, 334; mentioned, 
595; thanks Graham for favor, 
334-335; writes Graham, 86-87, 
334-335. 

Nash, Henry K., mentioned, 293, 
327; receives letter from Gra- 
ham, 348; writes Graham, 339. 

National Academy of Sciences, 
president of, mentioned, 205n. 

National Intelligencer (Washing- 
ton, D. C), mentioned, 149, 178, 
210, 227, 330, 425, 438. 

Nautical Almanac Office, clerk of, 
302. 

Naval Academy, Graham's visit to, 
79; mentioned, 59, 204; North 
Carolina's appointees and ap- 
pointments, mentioned, 79; re- 
quests for appointment, 57-58, 
136-137, 375-376; superintendent 
of, mentioned, 212n. 

Naval Dry Docks of the United 
States, Graham's volume of, 300. 

Naval Observatory, meteorological 
division head, 259w. 

Naval Steamers of the United 
States, mentioned, 300. 

Naval  storekeeper, mentioned, 72. 
Navy Register, copy for Olmsted, 

251. 
Navy yards, mentioned, 49-50, 54, 

291-292, 339. 
Needham, J. P., writes Graham, 

488. 
Negus steamers, mentioned, 15. 
New Jersey, press of, mentioned, 

107. 
New Orleans, committee arranges 

funeral  program,  432-433. 
New Orleans Bee (Louisiana), 

editor of, 389. 
New York City press, honors Louis 

Kossuth, 223. 
New York and Erie Railroad, let- 

ter to Graham, 151. 
New York Historical Society, dis- 

cussed, 447, 531, 535-536; Gra- 
ham's address to, 450-486; in- 
vites  Graham, 428-429,  531-532. 

New York Journal of Commerce, 
sketch of Graham in, 328, 328n, 
349w, 349-351. 

New York State, administrative 
tour of, 102, 113, 118, 123-124, 
126; official visitors, listed, 96; 
Whig campaign document from, 
382-385. 

New York Tribune, assistant edi- 
tor of, 373r?. 

Newspapers, Whigs need of, 187. 
Newton, Isaac, brief sketch of, 

124rc;  writes Graham,  124-125. 
Nicholson, Alfred Osborn, sketch 

of,  647n. 
Nicholson, Thomas W., identified, 

377n. 
Niles, John Milton, brief sketch of, 

648r*. 
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Nisbet, James A., mentioned, 29%. 
Norris, Moses, brief sketch of, 

648%. 
North Carolina, agricultural prod- 

ucts of, 14, 61; Charlotte mint, 
240-241; coal fields of, discussed, 
227-228; Constitutional change, 
Graham's speech on, 548-572; 
1852 elections, discussed, 301; 
gazetteer of, mentioned, 60; geo- 
logical survey of, mentioned, 240, 
266; Indians of, claims agent for, 
60, 74, 84; Legislature of, dis- 
cussed, 7, 10, 22, 32, 46; map of, 
mentioned, 542; military school, 
plans for, 573-582; minerals of, 
104-105, 117, 260; newspapers of, 
mentioned, 55%; population of, 
listed, 148; property valuation, 
listed, 506-507; religious test for 
office, 370-371; support for Scott 
discussed, 261; supports Fill- 
more-Graham ticket, 245; Su- 
preme Court of, mentioned, 10, 
345; topographical survey of, 
536-538; weather conditions of, 
87, 239-240. 

North Carolina Review, cited, 
264%. 

North Carolina Standard (Ra- 
leigh) , cited as Raleigh Standard, 
mentioned, 182, 206, 215, 239, 
261, 343, 510%, 533%. 

North Carolina Standard-H ills- 
borough Recorder, episode, 518%. 

North Carolina Star (Raleigh), 
mentioned, 148-149. 

Norwood, J. H., identified, 151%; 
writes Graham, 151-153. 

Norwood, John W., receives letter 
from Graham, 348; writes Gra- 
ham, 326-327, 339. 

O 
Olmsted, Denison, referred to, 196- 

197; writes Graham, 190-191, 
251. 

O'Neall, John Belton, brief sketch 
of, 132%. 

Orange County, petition from, 590. 
Osborne, James W., discusses 

Davidson legacy, 610-611; dis- 
cusses politics, 266-268, 302-303, 
363-364, 492-493, 632-633, 642- 
643; discusses railroad, 582-583; 
mentioned, 235, 368, 602, 610, 
630, 632, 677%; writes Graham, 
120-122, 191, 204, 209-210, 232- 
234, 240-241, 266-268, 302-304, 
363-364, 492-493, 582-583, 590- 
591, 610-611, 632-633, 642-643. 

Osma, reference to, 417. 
Otey, James H., asks for letter of 

introduction, 32-33; brief sketch 
of, 32%; writes Badger, 32. 

Outlaw,  David,  reference to,  184, 
259, 292, 298, 301, 368, 371, 381; 
writes Graham, 88. 

Owen, Thomas, identified, 449%. 

Page, Thomas Jefferson, identified, 
400%; requests aid, 400-401. 

Parker, Peter, mentioned, 448, 449. 
Parker, Theodore, brief sketch of, 

488%. 
Patrick, Edward, writes Graham, 

399-400. 
Patterson, Robert, brief sketch of, 

234%. 
Patterson, Samuel F., discusses 

politics, 385-387; receives letter 
from Graham, 380-381; writes 
Graham, 385-387. 

Pearce, James Alfred, mentioned, 
301, 301%, 361. 

Pearce, Samuel, identified, 215%. 
Pell, William Edward, brief sketch 

of, 57%;  writes  Graham, 57. 
Pennsylvanian (Philadelphia, Penn- 

sylvania), clippings from, 406, 
415. 

Perkins, J. B., discusses politics, 
661-662. 

Perry, Matthew C, assignments of, 
221-222, 262-264; mentioned, 436, 
665; receives letter from Gra- 
ham, 216, 269, 278-279; writes 
Graham, 16, 105-106, 221-222. 

Person, Samuel Jones, brief sketch 
of, 543%. 

Pettigrew, Charles L., discussed, 
140%, 140-141. 

Pettigrew, James J., requests let- 
ter of introduction, 442-443; 
sketch of, 442%; writes Graham, 
442-443. 

Petigru, James L., mentioned, 194, 
268, 268%, 442%. 

Petigru, Thomas, discusses Cali- 
fornia troubles, 110; identified, 
110%. 

Phillips, James, reference to, 396%, 
425, 429. 

Phillips, S. F., mentioned, 342, 438. 
Pickens, Andrew, brief sketch of, 

637%. 
Pierce, Franklin, campaign biog- 

raphy, mentioned, 416; discussed, 
346; identified, 346%; mentioned, 
336, 350, 374, 394, 406, 411, 413, 
414,  416,  423,  647,  660;   North 
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Carolina elections returns, par- 
tial listing, 427. 

Piggot, Jennings, reference to, 53, 
596. 

Polk, Allen Jones, brief sketch of, 
589w. 

Polk, James K., mentioned, 349, 
509n. 

Polk, Leonidas, mentioned, 32n. 
Polk, Lucius J., mentioned, 33; 

sketch of, 33-34. 
Polk, Thomas, mentioned, 134, 220. 
Pomeroy, W. L., mentioned, 626. 
Porter, David Rittenhouse, brief 

sketch of, 416n. 
Potter, Henry, writes Graham, 24. 
Presidential cabinet, proposed pic- 

ture of, 1. 
Preston, William, brief sketch of, 

630n. 
"Prometheus," affair of, discussed, 

220-221, 220n~221n; mentioned, 
228. 

Pulliam, Robert W., identified, 
398w. 

Q 
Queen's College, mentioned, 628. 

R 

Raboteau, C. C, identified, 106w. 
Raffles, Sir Stanford, mentioned, 

18. 
Railroads, New York, mentioned, 

95; North Carolina: celebration 
for, 126, 547; discussed, 82-83, 
114, 115-116, 128, 155-156, 236- 
238, 241-244, 288, 315-317, 343, 
398-399, 445, 499, 548, 582-584, 
586; Graham's interest in, 143- 
144, 190, 237; laborers for, 116, 
236-237, 238, 243, 247, 287-288, 
315-316; laborers' health, 243; 
mentioned, 45, 127-128, 228, 281, 
445, 502, 512, 544. 

Raleigh, postmastership, discussed, 
31-32, 129. 

Raleigh Committee, receives letter 
from Graham, 173-176; writes 
Graham, 172-173. 

Raleigh and Gaston Railroad, dis- 
cussed, 83-84; mentioned, 83, 147. 

Raleigh Register, clippings includ- 
ed, 313n-314n, 379-380, 405?i, 430, 
654-657; mentioned, 8, 91n, 98w, 
113, 178, 228n, 343, 377, 677n. 

Randolph-Macon College, asks Gra- 
ham to speak, 200. 

Rankin, James, mentioned, 130. 
Rankin, Robert G., receives letter 

from  Rockwell,  138-139;  writes 
Rockwell, 138-139. 

Rantoul,  Robert,  identified,  263n; 
reference to, 283, 648. 

Ravenscroft,    John    Stark,    brief 
sketch of, 191w. 

Rayner,    Kenneth,    discussed,    7, 
678n;   discusses  political  issues, 
11, 677-678; identified, In, 677n; 
mentioned, 22, 80, 209, 414, 441; 
writes Graham, 10, 33, 676-678. 

Real estate, discussed, 78-79, 117- 
118, 128-129. 

Redfield, Justus Starr, brief sketch 
of, 293n; requests favor, 293. 

Reeder,    Andrew    Horatio,    brief 
sketch of, 652w. 

Reid,   David   S.,   appointment   of, 
543; Kerr debate, discussed, 343- 
344, 364; mentioned, 24, 186, 206, 
218, 239, 261, 301, 380, 385, 386, 
400, 427, 441, 528, 539, 540, 541, 
545w, 573, 590. 

Rencher,  Abraham,  mentioned,  8, 
9, 84, 84w, 87, 261. 

Republic    (Washington,    D.    C), 
mentioned, 8, 330. 

Resolutions, The Slavery, mention- 
ed, 1-2. 

Revolutionary War, mentioned, 134, 
219. 

Rice, Jameson W., identified, 589n. 
Rice, William D., identified, 589n. 
Richardson,    William    Alexander, 

brief sketch of, 515n. 
Riley,   Bennett,   brief   sketch   of, 

lllw. 
Ringgold, Cadwalader, brief sketch 

of, 40 In. 
Risley, H. A., writes Graham, 512- 

513. 
Roberts,  Joshua,  brief  sketch  of, 

325n; mentioned, 325. 
Robertson, Benjamin W., mention- 

ed, 365w; writes Graham, 365. 
Robertson, James, sketch of, 51 ln- 

512n. 
Robins, Marmaduke S., mentioned, 

57n. 
Robinson,  William   Erigena,  brief 

sketch of, 367TI; mentioned, 373; 
writes   Graham,   367,   369,   606- 
607. 

Rockwell,   C.   W.,   identified,   61n; 
receives letter from Rankin, 138- 
139;   writes   letters,  61-64,  137, 
138-139. 

Rogers, Sion Hart, brief sketch of, 
501n;    mentioned,    528;    writes 
Graham, 514, 515-516. 
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Roman, Andre Bienvenu, brief 
sketch of, 229*1. 

Roosevelt, James I., brief sketch of, 
487ra. 

Rounsaville, Peter K., writes Gra- 
ham, 356-358, 587-590. 

Rowzie, Claudius, discussed, 375- 
376. 

Rowzie, William, mentioned, 375. 
Ruffin, Thomas, appointment of, 

discussed, 439-440; brief sketch 
of, 141n; mentioned, 143, 156, 
183, 184, 541, 543, 545n. 

Rush, Richard, brief sketch of, 
79TI. 

Rutledge, John, mentioned, 463. 

St. George's Society, writes Gra- 
ham, 65. 

St. Joseph Company, sends resolu- 
tions to Graham, 358. 

Sangster, James, writes Graham, 
200. 

"Saranac," ordered to Philadelphia, 
291. 

Saunders, D. W., writes Graham, 
362. 

Saunders, Romulus M., identified, 
In; mentioned, 7, 8, 22, 215, 425, 
427, 441. 

Scales, Junius Irving, brief sketch 
of, 396n; writes Graham, 396, 
490. 

Schell, Augustus, brief sketch of, 
487n. 

Scott, Edward P., mentioned, 414. 
Scott, Henry L., brief sketch of, 

330; writes Graham, 330. 
Scott, Levi  M., identified, 130n. 
Scott Winfield, discussed, 321-322, 

325, 326, 328, 336, 352, 355-356, 
360, 375, 383, 385, 400, 409, 411, 
424; letter of acceptance, refer- 
ence to, 330; mentioned, 122, 157, 
199, 233, 239, 262, 269, 270, 278, 
281, 282, 292, 294, 295, 297, 301, 
302, 304, 310, 324, 325, 329, 330, 
334, 337, 338, 343, 354, 355, 357, 
358, 364, 368, 372^ 380, 381, 387, 
390, 391, 398, 399, 404, 406, 408, 
409, 412, 414, 421, 422, 423, 427, 
432, 433, 440, 447, 489, 504, 647; 
nomination of, 263, 310, 324, 330- 
331, 377; nomination of, men- 
tioned, 135, 290, 306, 327; poli- 
tical stand of, 261, 324, 336, 340, 
352, 378; relates Caldwell inci- 
dent, 504-505; support of, 314, 
346, 382-383; writes Graham, 
324. 

Scott and Graham, club, 364, 375, 
395, 405; mass meeting for, 376; 
nominations of, 366. 

Seabrook, Edward W., mentioned, 
204. 

Seabrook, Ephraim, mentioned, 
204. 

Seawell, Len, mentioned, 400. 
Seawell, Richard Bullock, identi- 

fied, 608n; mentioned, 607, 608. 
Secession, convention of, mention- 

ed, 245n; discussed, 7, 10, 24-25, 
127, 132, 141, 149, 175-176, 192, 
267, 284; mentioned, 153, 188, 
191, 204, 398. 

Seffarrans, Daniel, writes Fillmore 
about appointment, 6. 

Sentinel (Raleigh), editor of, men- 
tioned, 360n. 

Sessions, Coleman, identified, 597w; 
writes Graham, 597, 598. 

Sevier, John, sketch of, 511w. 
Seward, William Henry, discussed, 

338-339, 520; mentioned, 3, 45, 
48, 52, 77, lln, 113, 135, 136, 262, 
286, 295, 303, 315, 321, 372, 399, 
411, 440, 447. 

Sharkey, John, mentioned, 442. 
Shelby, Isaac, brief sketch of, 630w. 
Sheppard, James B., mentioned, 

541, 541n. 
Shepperd, Augustine, mentioned, 

74, 79; writes Graham, 72-73, 
294-296. 

Signal (Washington, D. C), item 
included in, 328-329; reference 
to, 349w. 

Siler, D. W., discussed, 76. 
Sims, Thomas, case of Fugitive 

Slave Law, mentioned, 76w. 
Sinclair, Arthur, mentioned, 264, 

264n. 
Skinner, Charles W., identified, 

153n. 
Slavery, discussed, 45, 353, 678n; 

Graham's stand, 379; referred 
to, 119, 150, 362; Scott's stand, 
263, 361; Webster's statement 
concerning, referred to, 121. 

Slaves, discussed, 62-64, 137-139. 
Sloan, Jesse B., mentioned, 66, 66n. 
Sloanaker, William, discusses poli- 

tics, 291-292, 310; discusses por- 
trait of Fillmore, 309. 

Smallwood,    William,    mentioned, 
443. 

Smith, Francis Henry, brief sketch 
of, 680ra. 

Smith, James S., congratulates 
Graham, 201. 
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Smith, John C, mentioned, 252. 
Smith, Joseph, brief sketch of, 

432ft. 
Smith, Sidney, mentioned, 239. 
Smith, Truman, advises Graham 

on election prospects, 412-413; 
brief sketch of, 412ft. 

Smith, William Russell, brief 
sketch of, 245w, 

Smith, Z. D., requests donation 
from Graham, 662. 

Smithson, Bryan H., identified, 
358n. 

Smithsonian Institution, mention- 
ed, 205w, 258-259, 304. 

Snow Camp campaign, discussed, 
452. 

Snowden, Edgar, identified, 195n; 
referred to, 394; writes Corwin, 
195-196. 

"Society of the Iron Man," Board 
of Regents, listed, 161; mention- 
ed, 159ft; sends materials to 
Graham,  159-172. 

Soule, Pierre, brief sketch of, 429ft. 
"Sound Northern Democrat," copy 

of, 652-653. 
South Carolina, Union stand of, 

discussed, 267. 
Spain, Court of Madrid, represen- 

tative to, mentioned, 349. 
Spencer, James Monroe, brief 

sketch of, 396ft; mentioned, 109, 
608, 608ft, 609, 611; writes Gra- 
ham, 396-397, 490. 

Spencer, Mrs. James M., sketch of, 
608ft. 

Sprague, William B., book discuss- 
ed, 190-191, 197; brief sketch of, 
190ft;   writes   Graham,   196-197. 

Spruill, Hezekiah G., writes Gra- 
ham, 140-142, 184. 

Stanly, Edward, advises Graham 
politically, 323-324; brief sketch 
of, 290ft; mentioned, 44, 47ft, 58, 
140, 141, 142, 156, 183, 184, 185, 
295, 297, 374, 422; writes Gra- 
ham, 47, 323-324, 373, 416, 430, 
593-595. 

Stanly, Mrs. Edward, death of, 
593ft. 

Star (Raleigh), clipping from, 149- 
150. 

Stearns,  Abel,  mentioned,  67,  68. 
Stedman, A. J., mentioned, 543, 

543ft. 
Steele, Walter Leake, brief sketch 

of, 131ft. 
Stevens, Thaddeus, brief sketch of. 

119n. 

Stewart, Andrew, brief sketch of, 
660ft; discusses politics, 660. 

Stewart, Charles, brief sketch of, 
154ft. 

Stone, Alfred Parish, brief sketch 
of, 652ft. 

"Stonewall," mentioned, 400ft. 
Strong, Joel, writes Graham, 26. 
Strowd, Henry C, mentioned, 522, 

522ft. 
Strudwick, Edmund, bill of, item- 

ized, 666-675; reference to, 128, 
236, 237, 243, 288, 315, 316; 
writes Graham, 293-294, 359-360. 

Strudwick, William F., death of, 
203. 

Stuart, Alexander H. H., Secretary 
of the Interior, mentioned, 197, 
289, 298, 299. 

Stuart, Charles B., discusses naval 
volume, 300;  identified, 300ft, 

Sumner, Charles, brief sketch of, 
643ft;  mentioned, 648. 

Sun (New York), assistant editor 
of, 373ft. 

"Susquehanna," created impres- 
sion, 254; mentioned, 252, 253, 
255, 256; ports of, listed, 253. 

Swain, David L., asks about per- 
sonal matters, 214, 231; discusses 
elections, 341, 429; discusses 
Graham's manuscripts and pub- 
lications, 495-496, 600-601, 604- 
605, 608-609, 611-612, 627-628; 
discusses historical material, 
540-541, 629; discusses railroad, 
584; gets books for Graham, 446; 
mentioned, 129, 134, 219. 220, 
397, 441, 490, 502, 522, 592; re- 
ceives letters from Graham, 59- 
60, 304, 423, 428, 443, 448, 496, 
523-524, 532-533, 602, 609-610, 
626-627, 631, 635-636, 636-637, 
638; writes Graham, 48, 75-76, 
214-215, 217-218, 231, 341-343, 
425-426, 429-430, 438, 446, 449- 
450, 495-496, 540-542, 584-585, 
600-601, 604-605, 608-609, 611- 
612, 627-628, 629-630, 635. 

Swayne, Noah Haynes, brief sketch 
of, 652ft. 

Tabb, Thomas C, identified, 388n; 
requests favor, 388-389. 

Tariff, campaign issue, 415, 416. 
Taylor, Henry C, discusses ap- 

pointment, 392-395; writes Gra- 
ham, 392-395. 

Taylor, James Fauntleroy, identi- 
fied, 343??; mentioned, 343. 
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Taylor, Leonidas, mentioned, 572. 
Taylor, Richard P., mentioned, 572. 
Taylor, Zachary, mentioned, 310, 

349, 380, 387, 393, 394, 406. 
Texas, discussed, 179-180. 
Thackston, James, mentioned, 134. 
Thomas, John W., brief sketch of, 

400TI. 
Thomas, William H., mentioned 

and identified, 66, 66n. 
Thompkins, C. M., mentioned, 113. 
Thompson, Ambrose W., writes 

Graham, 87-88. 
Thompson, George Nicholas, iden- 

tified, 598TI. 
Thompson, Waddy, mentioned, 53, 

189, 268, 268n. 
Thompson, Walter A., identified, 

360w; mentioned, 342. 
Tingley, George W. (B.), men- 

tioned, 366, 366n; writes Gra- 
ham, 366-367. 

Tinnin, John Jasper, discussed, 
593-594. 

Todd, L. B., writes Graham, 225. 
Tories, mentioned, 448. 
Trumbull, Lyman, brief sketch of, 

652ri. 
Tryon, William, discussed, 628; 

mentioned, 540, 601, 612, 627. 
Turner, Josiah, Jr., brief sketch of, 

360ri;  mentioned, 57TI. 
Tyler, John, mentioned, 416. 

U 

Union, party of, 285-286. 
United States, Commissioner of 

Patents, mentioned, 104; Con- 
gress of, issues of 1851 session, 
3; governmental departments of, 
open house of, 3; Navy, reform 
suggested, 347; Navy Depart- 
ment: appoints Secretary, 361; 
coal contracts of, 434-436; men- 
tioned, 300, 378; patronage of, 
196, 207-208—Patent Office, ref- 
erence to, 54—Post Office De- 
partment, discussed, 48, 82-83, 
259—Secretary of Navy: invi- 
tation from President, 111; let- 
ters of introduction from, 32, 
33; mentioned, 259, 347; orders 
Perry to Washington, 216—Sec- 
retary of War, reference to, 33, 
34—State Department: letter 
from, 296; mentioned, 1; patron- 
age of, discussed, 53,107—Treas- 
ury Department: mints, discuss- 
ed, 240-241, 249-250; receives 
letter from office of Commission- 
er of Customs, 137. 

Unity, discussed, 45, 48, 137, 188; 
mentioned, 124, 193, 204; stress- 
ed, 28, 91-93, 149-150, 175-176; 
support of, 60, 61, 81, 86, 97-98, 
102-104, 122. 

University Magazine (North Car- 
olina), articles in, 449, 634-635; 
discussed, 396-397; Graham's 
New York Address, mentioned, 
450n; requests Graham's speech, 
490; requests materials on Mur- 
phey, 490. 

University of North Carolina, 
courses offered at, 304; enroll- 
ment of, 76, Graham's attend- 
ance, mentioned, 349; proposed 
lectures of, 304. 

Upshur, George Parker, identified, 
212%. 

Upton, R. A., mentioned, 320. 

Van  Buren,  John,  mentioned,  77, 
77n. 

Van Buren, Martin, mentioned, 78, 
411, 647, 648. 

Vance,  Zebulon  Baird,  sketch of, 
342n. 

"Vandalia," mentioned, 34. 
Vass, William Worrell, identified, 

827i; writes Graham, 82-83. 
Venable, Abraham W., mentioned, 

85, 87, 156, 182, 185, 203. 
Venable,    Thomas    Brown,    brief 

sketch of, 572n. 
Vesuvius Furnace, mentioned, 180, 

220. 
Viele,    Egbert   Lodorvicus,   brief 

sketch    of,    536-537;    writes 
Hawks, 537-538. 

W 

Waddell, F. N., writes Graham, 
178. 

Waddell, Henry, mentioned, 356. 
Waddell, Hugh, appointment to 

Havana, 1, 10-11, 44; appoint- 
ment to Havana, mentioned, 53; 
mentioned, 10-11, 425, 449TI, 573, 
591, 592; receives letter from 
Graham, 348; writes Graham, 
74-75, 117, 227-228, 339, 364, 
572-573. 

Waddell, James I., mentioned, 178; 
writes Graham, 177. 

Wade, Thomas, identified, 449%. 
Walker, Francis E., introductory 

letter of, 308. 
Walker, Knox, mentioned, 589. 
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Walker, William, brief sketch of, 
517n-518rc. 

Walton, T. George, mentioned, 368, 
368n. 

Warren, Fitz Henry, brief sketch 
of, 373n; receives letter from 
Weed, 373-375. 

Washington, George, birthday cele- 
bration of, 28, 244-245, 510; 
mentioned, 44. 

Washington, J. C, mentioned, 143. 
Washington, Laura, mentioned, 53. 
Washington, William, mentioned, 

40, 202, 499. 
Waterman, A. G., discusses Inde- 

pendence Square monument, 534, 
536; writes Graham, 534, 536. 

Wayne, James Moore, brief sketch 
of, 543n. 

Webster, Daniel, Secretary of 
State, funeral of, mentioned, 
424, 426, 427, 432-433; discusses 
department clerks, 296; men- 
tioned, 1, 3, 10, 25, 44, 45, 48, 
96, 109, 118, 119, 121, 158, 216, 
263, 281, 286, 298, 310, 321, 329, 
352, 362, 363, 372, 377, 381, 390, 
417, 419, 420, 512; mentioned for 
presidency, 222; speeches of, 
126, 149-150, 262; writes Fill- 
more, 220-221; writes Graham, 
49-50, 67, 90-91, 296. 

Webster, Fletcher, brief sketch of, 
96. 

Weed, Thurlow, brief sketch of, 
77n; mentioned, 77; writes War- 
ren, 373-375. 

Weekly North Carolina Standard 
(Raleigh), mentioned, 2. 

Weller, Sidney, writes Graham, 14. 
Welles, Gideon, brief sketch of, 

648rc. 
Wentworth, John, brief sketch of, 

652n. 
West Point, annual examination 

of, mentioned, 59, 75-76, 80, 184- 
185, 203, 208, 231; examination 
appointments, discussed, 33-34, 
46, 53. 

Wheeler, John H., mentioned, 235, 
368, 368n, 369, 541; writes Gra- 
ham, 133, 494-495. 

Wheeler, Samuel Jordan, identified, 
258ti; sends materials to Smith- 
sonian, 258-259; writes Graham, 
258-259. 

Whig Review, discussed, 259. 
Whigs, aided by DuPont appoint- 

ment, 208; California, discussed, 
67-71, 299; campaign papers, 76, 
206-207,    382-385,    640;    candi- 

dates and chances, discussed, 46, 
73, 120, 122, 131, 198-199, 232, 
235, 306, 314, 329, 395; caucus 
of, discussed, 290n-291n; conven- 
tion of, 297, 311-313, 317-320, 
324, 336, 408-409, 533-534, 654- 
657; convention, mentioned, 306, 
310, 317, 326; discussed, 31, 32, 
65-66, 91-93, 109, 129-130, 182, 
301, 302, 317-320, 327, 328, 371, 
424, 520; 1852 election of, 43, 
131, 142, 157, 211; Fayetteville, 
resolutions of, 365; Florida, 
hears from Morton, 407-412; 
Graham's campaign biography, 
349-351; meetings of, 228, 366, 
376, 399; mentioned, 140, 191, 
286; needs of, 46, 119, 182-183, 
187, 533-534; party of, 3, 27, 
27n, 31, 114, 222, 234, 261-262, 
364; South Carolina, 267; South- 
west, opinions of, 335; stand of, 
287, 319, 373; Statesville, 381- 
382, 389-392; support Fillmore, 
222-223, 246; support for Scott 
and Graham, 239; union of, 632- 
633; vote of, mentioned, 265. 

White, Alexander, brief sketch of, 
303w. 

White, Billy, mentioned, 322. 
White, Philo, brief sketch of, 510. 
White, S. A., writes Graham, 

241-244. 
Wiggins, William R., mentioned, 

213. 
Wiley, Calvin H., discussed, 74, 84; 

discusses Fillmore's election 
chances, 211; discusses historical 
documents, 624-626; mentioned, 
60, 74, 627; writes Graham, 80- 
82, 129-130, 210-211, 624-626. 

Williams, Christopher, identified, 
283n. 

Williams, James, brief sketch of, 
609n-610n. 

Williams, N. L., mentioned, 14. 
Williams, Thomas, applies for posi- 

tion, 15; brief sketch of, lbn. 
Williams, William, reference to, 

277. 
Williamson, James Monroe, brief 

sketch of, 589n. 
Wilmington, North Carolina, hos- 

pital for, 31; mentioned, 64, 137- 
139. 

Wilmot, David, mentioned, 411. 
Wilmot Proviso, mentioned, 4, 174. 
Wilson, Alexander, brief sketch of, 

86n. 
WTilson, Joseph, identified, 630n. 
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Wilson, William Blackburn, brief 
sketch of, 600w. 

Winnsboro, South Carolina, men- 
tioned, 46. 

Winslow, John, mentioned, 425; 
writes Graham, 365. 

Winslow, Warren, mentioned, 545. 
Winston, Patrick H., Jr., mention- 

ed, 546, 546w. 
Wisconsin Historical Society, elects 

Graham member, 510-511. 
Witherspoon, Lafayette, mentioned, 

589. 
Witherspoon, Sophia, Graham's 

sister, discusses personal mat- 
ters, 218-219, 500-501, 500rc- 
501w; invites Graham to Ala- 
bama, 219; writes Graham, 218- 
219, 449-501. 

Womack, James Greene, brief 
sketch of, 157n; writes Graham, 
157. 

Woodburn, Robert, mentioned, 130. 
Woodfin, Nicholas W., writes Gra- 

ham, 398-399. 
World's Fair, London, mentioned, 

1; North Carolina representa- 
tion, 11, 14. 

Worth, Jonathan, discusses poli- 
tics, 351-352. 

Wright, Joseph Albert, brief 
sketch of, 650. 

Wright, William, mentioned, 413, 
540. 

Young, John Augustus, mentioned, 
526n; writes Graham, 547-548. 
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