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CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 

California 

DESERT PLANTS 

General Meeting 
MAY 3, 2017 

Wednesday 7:00 pm 

Butte County Library, Chico 

Real Beauty and 

Amazing Lifestyles 

Presented by JIM BISHOP 

California includes portions of the Sonoran, Mojave, and Great Basin deserts. 

They are full of beautiful and well adapted plants, and enchanting landscapes. 

The plants of the deserts must survive and reproduce in the face of extreme 

dryness and high temperatures. Furthermore, they can face very cold temperatures 

and large ranges in temperature, strong wind, and patterns of wetness and warmth 

that are not timed to optimize plant growth. They do that by effective and interesting 

anatomical and physiological means. We’ll look at the wonderful adaptations to the arid 

life of many and varied plants - delicate annuals, steadfast shrubs and cacti, riparian 

trees, and at biological soil crusts. Enjoy this overview of our beautiful desert plants 

and landscapes, and better yet be inspired to visit our deserts this wet spring. 

Jim and Catie Bishop (the real botanist in the family) love the desert lands and go 

there as often as they can. Academic courses in plant physiology, lots of reading about 

the plants and their workings, and their many investigations of the desert plants in 

the field have helped them appreciate the desert flora. They enjoy sharing that with 

others in photos, descriptions, and explanations. 



Field Trips 

Yellow star tulip {Calochortus monophyllus) 

at Mud Creek, Richardson Springs by Marjorie McNairn 

MAGALIA 

COLTER WAY TO MIDDLE BUTTE CREEK 

AND L’lL FALLS 

May 21 

Sunday 

Meet at Chico Park & Ride west lot (Hwy 32/99) at 9 am. 

We will carpool to Colter Way in Magalia and take the trail 

to L’il Falls on Middle Butte Creek. On the way we will 

pass over lava cap, a “hotspot” for flowers in spring and 

early summer. A bit over 3 miles round trip. Some steep 

spots, and the lava cap is rocky. Wear sturdy shoes and 

bring trekking poles or walking stick, lunch or snacks, wa¬ 

ter and sun and mosquito protection. Call for alternative 

meeting spot. Leader; Marjorie McNairn 530 343-2397 

Butte County Meadowfoam 
Meriam Park Preserve, Chico 
by Woody Elliott 

BIG CHICO CREEK 

ECOLOGICAL RESERVE 

May 7 

Sunday 

Rescheduled from April 7, which was canceled due to 

rain. This will be a hike of about 2 miles through BC- 

CER with long-time volunteer Paul Maslin, Professor and 

Field Director Emeritus, who undoubtedly knows more 

than anyone about its history, natural or otherwise. The 

3-4 hour hike will not be steep, as it is generally on the 

contour of the canyon wall, but there are about three 

slightly tricky spots. Wear/Bring: Everyone should wear 

sturdy hiking shoes with lugged soles, long-pants, bring 

a snack/lunch and water, and consider mosquito repel¬ 

lent, a hat, and sunscreen. Predicted rain cancels. Poi¬ 

son oak is ubiquitous on the BCCER. A flower guidebook 

and magnifier will be helpful. Participation is limited to 20 

people. Meet at 9 am. Meeting place will be given when 

you make a reservation. For more information and to 

reserve a spot, contact Jon Aull at jaull@csuchico.edu. 

Leaders: Paul Maslin, Marjorie McNairn 530 343-2397. 

Information about the reserve, visit us on our website at 

www.csuchico.edu/bccer/ and find us on Facebook. 
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Executive Board Meeting 

MAY 17 - 7 pm 

TBA 

ALL CNPS MEMBERS WELCOME! 

President’s Message 

by WOODY ELLIOTT, President 

The results of this years abundant rainfall at Meriam Park 

Preserve which straddles Humboldt Rd. west of Bruce Rd. 

and east of Marsh Middle School was greatly appreciated by 

local wildflower lovers. Holly Neilsen, who manages the Pre¬ 

serve for California Open Lands, http:// 

www.californiaopenlands.org/ and Elena 

Gregg, who initially surveyed the area 

for sensitive plant species lead an enthu¬ 

siastic group on the two parcels, totaling 

42.5 acres. Butte County meadowfoam, a 

federal and state listed species, protected 

by the Preserve, was obvious to all after 

recognizing its closed flower heads concelling it’s fuzzy, white 

flowers. Holly’s work bringing cattle to graze for limited period 

the past two years, seems to have paid off. Yellow carpet, tidy 

tips and annual checkerbloom were particularly showy. 

Legislative Notes 

by DAVID ANDERSON 

Execution or Legislation? 

As Congress has become increasingly dysfunctional, U.S. 

presidents have increasingly resorted to executive orders or 

decrees to accomplish goals. President Trump is giving indications 

of continuing and expanding this practice. It is a dangerous trend 

toward dictatorial government. The U.S. Constitution gives the 

president the power and obligation to faithfully execute the laws. 

He is not authorized to legislate. Presidential orders or decrees 

which go beyond execution of laws and amount to new laws 

exceed the powers of the president and violate the separation 

of powers plan of the constitution. They lead to government by a 

man instead of by duly enacted laws in which voters have a say. 

The problem is complicated by the fact that it may be difficult to 

say whether a decree affecting a complicated law such as the 

Environmental Policy Act is execution or legislation. Fortunately 

the Supreme Court can declare invalid any decrees which violate 

the separation of powers doctrine. Hopefully it will do so. 

Water-Wise and Habitat-Friendly 

Garden Tour 
Sunday April 30, 2017 

See water conservation techniques, native plants 
ill landscaping, and liovv to create wildlife iiahitau 

l^arn how you can watch the cycte of life 
in your own yard! 

Information and Registration coming in March at: 

B ECnct.orK 

MountLassenXNPS.org or Altacat.org 
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Mount Lassen Chapter 

APRIL 23, 2017 
Sunday Noon - 4 

CARD CENTER 
545 Vallombrosa, Chico 

Donation $5 

Student ID / Up to 1 7 FREE 

Ove/r 300 Spe/oOe^y 
Displays 

Nature Talks & Walks 

Microscopes 

Books, Posters & 

Children’s Activities 

mountlassen.cn ps.org 



THE WALK TO THE WATERFALL 

RICHARDSON 

SPRINGS 

by MARJORIE MCNAIRN, Field Trip Chair 

Originally inhabited by the Mechoopda Maidu 

tribe, the Mud Creek drainage contained 

mineral springs, which were revered for their 

spiritual significance and utilized for their physical heal¬ 

ing powers. Settlers and gold miners brought conflict and 

disease, and the Mechoopda population was decimated. 

Six Richardson brothers, emigrants from Iowa, overtime 

had purchased many acres of the land for raising cattle. 

The hotel and cottages were opened in 1898, and under 

the management of one of the brothers and his wife it 

became a popular resort for the rich and famous to rest, relax 

and partake of the mineral baths. The resort popularity declined 

after World War II and the property was eventually sold. In 1968 

Richardson Mineral Springs became known as Springs of Liv¬ 

ing Water, and since 1987 has been managed by Youth With 

A Mission, a worldwide Christian movement, which operates a 

conference and training ministry at the Springs of Living Water. 

It is with their permission and gracious hospitality that we were 

able to walk to the waterfall. 

This field trip attracted several Mount Lassen Chapter members 

who are not field trip regulars. Many had taken walks and even 

a Boy Scout trip in the area before it became private and gated. 

The trail consists of one-half mile of gentle rise along the north¬ 

facing slope along Mud Creek. For flower-loving botanists it was 

rich with discoveries and diversity. My hastily jotted list consisted 

of 90 species but there was more not recorded. Of course, the 

flowers were of the greatest interest. Some highlights were the 

Sierra fawn lilies {Erythronium multiscapoideum), yellow star tulip 

{Calochortus monophyllus), Chinese houses {Collinsia hetero- 

phylla), long-tubed iris {Iris macrosiphon), larkspur {Delphinium 

sp.), canyon nemophila {Nemophila heterophylla), blue Danny’s 

skull-cap {Scutellaria tuberosa), and two different species of white 

woodland star {Lithophragma sp.) Checkered lily {Fritillaria affinis) 

and Pacific hound’s tongue {Cynoglossum grande) were identi¬ 

fied in seed. Along this trail we observed three species of ferns; 

gold-backed fern {Pentagramma triangularis ssp. triangularis), 

California maidenhair fern {Adiantum jordanii) and a polypody 

{Polypodium calirhiza.) 

(above) Falls at Mud Creek by Cindy Weiner 

The waterfall was impressively full with spring runoff as it slid down 

the cascade, the free-flow disappearing into boulder crevices far 

below. The open, sunny habitat allowed species to grow on the 

rock faces and seeps, which we had not seen on the woodland 

trail. There were seep monkey flower {Mimulus guttatus), dwarf 

stonecrop {Sedella pumila), popcorn flower {Plagiobothrys sp.), 

and the pink prairie star, (a third species otLithophragma), which 

stretched out boldly from under a rock. Across Mud Creek wa¬ 

terfall, on the south-facing rock face we identified red larkspur 

{Delphinium nudicaule), a white-flowering phacelia, and many 

cliff swallows swooping and gliding. 

A few of our group returned from the waterfall to walk the trail to 

Mushroom Rock and beyond, gaining altitude and an overview of 

the canyon. The south-facing hillside supported an entirely new 

community and set of species adapted to the drier conditions. 

Sheets of bird’s eye gilia {Gilia tricolor) covered the slopes, and 

other familiar spring species were identified, such as grass pink 

{Petrorhagla dubia), johnny tuck {Triphysaria eriantha), slender 

cottonweed {Micropus californicus), and valley tassels {Castilleja 

attenuata). We saw scarlet pimpernel, spreading daisy {Erigeron 

divergens), fiddleneck and goldfields, and a plant or so of paint¬ 

brush and potentilla. The rare shield-bracted monkley flower 

{Mimulus glaucescens) was in full-bloom, clinging to the cliffs in 

rows as it utilized the seeps from the mudflow layers. Hansen’s 

selaginella, also known as resurrection plant, was abundant on 

rocks and hillside. An inadvertent loss of the trail resulted in an 

alternate way back, and a serendipitous discovery of the location 

of the Mechoopda grinding holes. 
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EVENTS 
by JANNA LATHROP, Events Chair 

OROVILLE WILDFLOWER FESTIVAL 

I had a wonderful group of volunteers to represent our Chapter at the 

Oroville Wildflower Festival in early April. THANK YOU to Jim Bishop, 

Catie Bishop, KarroLynn Yells, Justine Devoe and Nancy Praizier. They 

put in the extra effort to coordinate the transfer of our gear and last 

moment venue change from storm-damaged Riverbend Park. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES FAIRE 

I am still in need of four or five people to staff our booth for the upcom¬ 

ing Endangered Species Faire for Saturday May 6th from 11am to 

4pm. The Faire will be at the One Mile area of Bidwell Park. Come be a 

welcoming presence for CNPS at longest running endangered species 

faire in California. Stay for the whole day OR just a two-hour shift. 

Many thanks, Janna 530 228 0010 or by email. 

HOSPITALITY 
by KARROLYNN YELLS, Hospitality Chair 

^ yO any thanks go out to the wonderful ladies who baked and brought 

JWU goodies between September - April for the Mount Lassen CNPS 

General Meetings: ALETHAALBRIGHT, CATIE BISHOP, MERYL BOND, 

JUSTINE DEVOE and JANNA LATHROP. 

The WILDFLOWER SHOW will be April 23, 2017. We need 

bakers to supply cookies for this event. A sign-up sheet will be passed 

around at the next General Meeting. If you cannot be at the meetings, 

please contact KarroLynn Yells at 530 534-3551 or karrrolynny@att. 

net. If you could bring 2-4 dozen cookies for this event, it would be 

very much appreciated. If you cannot bake purchasing them is just 

fine. The Wildflower Show is our fundraiser for the year and your help 

would be so appreciated. PLEASE BRING COOKIES TO THE CARD 

CENTER ON THE MORNING OF APRIL 23, 2017. 

These businesses support the goals of the 

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 

MEMBERS GET 10% DISCOUNT 

l l.OKAl NATIVrNLRShRY 

2511 Flnral Awnuc 

C hil l), Ciilifomia 1 

TL'Iu'phonL^Tax: [531)) S‘)2-2.511 

E-mail; canati vetii shocking.com 

J^crcnnlflij, HctIjs 
Niilivf Trer^ -intl Shnih', 

■Nanc>' Schieiger 
CeftiflL-d Pim3.tcuTtiiK Desigjie? 

By appoinliTiLral 

iia^ivcspricg^nvij-scrySigniai 1 ,c('in 

l&7?^!Uiimiag-5 l.flne 
l)urii!mCA9.‘n3N 

'eapri «tumiy, c Ofn 
• 

[ h I 

OUliiri'n 
C:nmpr nT' Hlh WjI I ■ CliUn ■ SSI-'rUHl 

Unique Pert'fimnhr Amiii{iii>, 

Ginkn Art & More! 

LittleRedHen*org 

discount applies only to plants 

1367 East Ave, Chfeo | 530.&94,54]0 | www.MagnolidGarderting.coni 
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FRIENDS of the HERBARIUM 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 
Officers & Chairs 

(530) 

May 11,2017 

RIPARIAN ECOLOGY 

ALONG THE MIDDLE SACRAMENTO RIVER 

Understanding Riparian Ecology from the Perspective of Flowing 

Water. Thursday May 11,2017. How has flowing water determined 

the location of plant species across the floodplain? How has the 

flowing water shaped the physical structure of the vegetation? This 

year’s river flooding should give us a lot to explore and to discover 

about the riparian ecology of the middle Sacramento River. This 

workshop will take place at two different field locations along the 

middle Sacramento River. Workshop participants should expect 

being outside during this workshop. Wearing long sleeves and 

pants, a sun-hat and sturdy hiking shoes should be appropriate. 

Bring plenty of water and lunch. Mosquitoes and ticks will be pres¬ 

ent. The instructors will be Dr. TOM GRIGGS, Senior Restoration 

Ecologist (retired), and MICHAEL ROGNER, Associate Restoration 

Ecologist from River Partners, and STEFAN LORENZATO, Chief 

Riverine Ecosystem Section, CA Dept, of Water Resources. 

Please register in advance. 

For more information about upcoming workshops please contact 

www.friendsofthechicostateherbarium.com/eventsviewcal- 

endar/ 

For more information about registration please contact the Biology 

office at (530)898-5356 or chatfield(gcsuchico.edu 

MEMBERSHIP MLC 

address, phone number or e-mail 

or leave temporarily 

please notify Mount Lassen Chapter CNPS 

Membership Chair, MERYL BOND at 

530 487-7312 or merylbond(gsbcglobal.net 

This will help eliminate returned Pipevines 

from the Post Cffice. n 

Keep up with MLC Activities 
on our website and Facebook 

California Native Plant Society, 
Mount Lassen Chapter 

and LIKE US 
facebook 

ELECTED OFFICERS 

President 

Past-President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Members-at-Large 

WOODY ELLIOTT 588-2555 
woodyelliott@gmail.com 

CATIE BISHOP 
cjbishopi 991@sbcglobal.net 

JIM BISHOP 
cjbishopi 991 @sbcg lobal.net 

CHRISTIAN SMIT 815-5892 
christian.pt.smit@gmail.com 

NANCY PRAIZLER 899-1333 
praizlermom@gmail.com 

HESH KAPLAN 
heshelak@gmail.com 

898-9938 

MERYL BOND 487-7312 

merylbond@sbcglobal.net 

CINDY WEINER 588-1906 

wildflowermaven@comcast.net 

CHAIRS 

Conservation / Web Administrator 
WOODY ELLIOTT 

Education 

Events 

Field Trips 

Horticulture 

Hospitality 

Invasive Plants 

588-2555 
woodyelliott@gmail.com 

OPEN 

JANNA LATHROP 228 0010 
jlathrop4mlc@comcast.net 

MARJORIE MCNAIRN 
mlmcnairn@aol.com 

OPEN 

KARROLYNN YELLS 

karrolynny@att.net 

OPEN 

Membership/Mailing 
MERYL BOND 

343-2397 

534-3551 

487-7312 

merylbond@sbcglobal.net 

DENISE DEVINE 345-8444 
dsrdevine@hotmail.com 

JIM BISHOP 
cjbishopi 991 @sbcg lobal.net 

WOODY ELLIOTT 588-2555 
woodyelliott@gmail.com 

CINDY WEINER 588-1906 

wildflowermaven@comcast.net 

OPEN 

NANCY PRAIZLER 899-1333 
praizlermom@gmail.com 

Vol. Recognition / Chapter Council Delegate 

CATIE BISHOP 
cjbishopi 991 @sbcg lobal.net 

STEPHEN OVERLOOK 892-0635 

stephenoverlock@sbcglobal.net 

ANN ELLIOTT 521-4402 
annonfire@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Programs 
Co-chairs 

Publicity 

Rare Plants 

Sales 

Yahi Trail 

CCNC Gardens 

mountlassen.cnps.org 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Time Value 
MAY 2017 issue 

MAY 3 

Phyllis would say 

Join Today ! 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
/ wish to affiliate with the Mount Lassen Chapter 

renew 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Email _ 

Send Membership Application to: 

CNPS 
2707 K STREET, SUITE 1 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-5113 

mountlassen.cnps.org 

student / Limited Income. $25 
Individual. $45 
Family / Library. $75 

Plant Lover. $100 
Patron. $300 
Benefactor. $600 

j 

Calendar 

April 

23- WILDFLOWER SHOW 

29 - Vina Plains 

30- GARDEN TOUR 

May 

3 - General Meeting 

6 - Endangered Species Faire 

7 - Big Chico Creek Reserve 

17 - Ex Board Meeting 

21 - Magalia Hike 


