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Fbiday, Nov. <3r3, j

fCiie InlrOtiuc terry sermon was delivered by A. J. Battle, {roiu Itfati. t?;

*

10. " Thy kingdom come." -

The convention was called to order by the President, A. Dockery, and fl

opened with prayer by S. Wait.

Appointed J. B. Outlaw, G. W. Thompson, and D. Thomson, a com- d

mittee of Finance. '^

Communications and Delegates were received from the following So-

cieties and Churches. — t

COUNTIES. SOCIETIES. DELEGATES. POST OFFICES.

Wake,

Gumberland,

^Chatham,

>» Richmond,

* Wilkes,
- Rowan,

**^ Sampson,

'J

Anson,
Craven,
Caswell,
Nash,
Edgecombe,
Bladen,
grange,

Person,
Puphn,
Montgomery,

Hanover,

eg^ Wnson,
alte

Wake Forest,

Wake Union,

Rolesville,

Raleigh,
Cape Fear Asso.,

^ Union Female
I M. Society,
CapeFear church.
Reaves' Chapel,
Bear Greek,

Rock Spring,

< May's Chapel

J F. M. Society,

Mineral Spring,
Sandy Or. Asso.,

Cartledge's Creek,

Brier Creek,
Eaton's church,
i Cohary Bap, M,
I Society,

Rocky River,
Newbern,
Country Line,
Nashville church,
Tarboro' church,
Beaverdam Ch.

Holly Branch,

Cross Roads,

Wilmington Ch.

Smithfield,

Beulah Associa.,
New flope,

Wn

S. Wait, Geo. Ryan,
W. P. Brooks, and
Thos. Meredith,
S. Wait,
Jno. Holliman,

Terrell,*

B. Outlaw,
m. H.Jordan,

D. Hays,* J. S. Mims,

J, McDaniel, S. Mims,
David Thomas,
John Burk,
Willis Coggin,
4 G. W. Thompson,
( S. Moore,

W. White, W. Burns,
Chas. S. Fooshee,
Eli Phillips,

G.Northam, R. Wat-
kins, A. Dockery,

Geo. W. Douglass,
J.N. Frost,

J
D. S. Williams,

(J, L. Boykin,
J. Culpepper, Sen.,

T. Meredith, Z. Slade.

Wm. Slade,

A. J. Battle,

Wm. H. Merritt,

Anderson OlemmonS;

,

Wm. Hooper, '
•

David Patterson,

R. D. Bumpas,
R. McNabb,
E. S. Jordan,
i Jos. Bryan,

I Wm. J. Finley,
Reuben Sanders,*
Ransom Sanders,

J. Reddin, T. D. Odum,

Wake Forest.

Holly Spring.

Rolesville.

Raleigh.
Fayetteville.

^

;
tio.

Pittsboro'.

do.

Dockery's ^l§iji.

JudesviUe.

New]!^(jm

I

O.aji l^dijsi
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T. Meredith,
^

^ J. B. Outlaw, >

S. Wait, )

f

\

Elected the following brethren officers

A. DocKERY, President
T. Meredith,

Vice Presidents,
S. Wait, ' "

Wm. H. Jordan, Cor. Sec.

Jas. McIjaniel, Rec. Sec.

A. J. Battle, Treasurer.

BOAllD OB" MANAGERS.
Samuel Wait, Wm. H. Merrit, John Purify, B. T. Sanders, Ransom

Sanders, David Thomsun, Wm. Crenshaw, C. \V. Skinner, J. M.Frost,

R. D. Bumpas, T. B. Baruett, Wm. Slade, E. S. Jordan, G. W. Thom-
son, S. Pleasant, J. Fushee, Wm. Roles, vV.H. Jordan, Win. Crenshaw,
A.J. Battle, D, S. ViUiams, G. Ryan, G. Thomson, J. S. Miraras, M.
D, Freeman, D. Thomas, Richard Jacks, A. Clements, Richard Koles.

Invited Corresponding delegates and visiting brethren to a seat. J. F.

Tinsly, and A. M. Poindexter from the general Association of Virginia,

A. Maclay, Agent of the American and Foreign Bible Society, Geo. Pu-

rify, J. B. Ballard, and M. D. Freeman, accepted the invitation. «

Appointed the following committees—on Foreign Missions, Maclay,

Merritt, and Freeman; on Domestic Missions, Wait, MciVabb, and

Bumpas ; on Education, Hooper, J. S. Mims, and Bryan ; on Periodicals^

Tinsley, Poindextei, and Brooks; on Wake F. Institute. Outlaw, Mere-

th, and Slade ; on Sunday Schools, Ballard, Purify, and Northara ; on

emperance, Finley, E. Jordan, and Bryan; on Tracts, Poindexter,

hames, and Boykin ; On the best method of imparting religious instruc-

on to the coloured population of our country, Poindexter, Meredith, and

Outlaw; on Board of managers, Williams, Freeman, and Bumpas; on the
*

proficiency of the beneficiaries at Vv^ake Forest, Wait, McNabb. and *

Bumpas.

Adjourned to 7 o'clock this evening. Prayer by T. Meredith.

Seven o'clock.

Met pursuant to adjournment—Prayer by Wm. Hooper.

Called for Reports of the Missionaries—reports were received from «^*

iouglas, Jacks, Phillips, Shattuck, and Finley. r%.

t^^m^That the reports of the Missionaries be submitted to a pu^ ^

snWg^^ittee, consisting of T. Merc dith, and W. H. Jordan, ana *^
lat said committee prepare an abstract from them, to be appended to these ^
linutes.

Adjourned to to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock.—Prayer by A. Maclay.

Saturday morni;;c.

Met pursuant to adjournment—Prayer by A. Maclay.

Read the Bye-laws of the ConTention.

Invited A. Maclay, Agent of the Am-.rican and Foreign F-

make his statement concerning thcSocietv.



I •J^ r f f
Unaidnwudy resolved, That this body cordially appiove of the forma- |

fionof the A. and F. Bible Society, and recommend that they engage in

Home as well as Foreign distribution. y^ -

Adjourned until 4 o'clock—Pray er by J. F. Tinsley

.

^-^

Four o'clock, p. m. ' *

Met pursuant to adjournment—Prayer by M. D. Freeman.

Resolved, That this Convention request of bro. Maelay, a manuscript

of the statements ne mad'.^ to-day, concerning the Bible cause, and that

bro. Meredith be requested to publish them in the Recorder.

Committee on the nomination ofa Board of Managers for the ensuing ^

year, reported—report accepted and ordered to be printed.

Adjourned to Monday morning 9 o'clock. Prayer by D. Thames. ^
Sabbath morning. ^

The exercises were introduced by D. S. Williams from Luke 19. 41,

42. " And whOn he was come near the city, he wept over it, saying if

thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which be- M
long unto thy peace ! but now they are hid from thin6 eyes." ^.4

T. Meredith followed with a missionary sermon from Romans 10. 13, ^
14, 15. " For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be

slaved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed'?

and how shall they believe in him, of whom they have not heard ; and

how shall they hear without a preacher 1 And how shall they preach, ^^
except they be sent." A collection was then taken up in aid of the ob-^^
3 ects of the convention. *

J. F. Tinsley then ad<*res9ed the congregation from Ecclesiastes 12. 13. ^^
''Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep ^^
his commandments : for this is the whole duty ofman." ,^^
At 3 o'clock R. Jacks preached from Romans 10. 27. " So then faith

icometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." ^
At candle-light J. McDauiei delivered a sermon before the convention. J^

from Acts 1. 8. " Ye shall be witnesses unto me." '

MONDAT MORNING.

Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by R. Phillips. ^j^
Resolved, That the missionaries be required to make reports at the ex-

piration of every three months to the corresponding secretary aKd liiat

their compensation be paid only as they shall report service. ^
Resolved, further, That the last report of the missionaries be made one^^^

month before the sitting of the Convention. , *
1

Resolved, That the missionaries be paid for services already rendered,

p^ Resolved, That all monies sent to this convention for the Bible inter-

, est, be paid over to the Treasurer of the State Bible Society,

ega Called on Committees to report. Committees on Domestic Missions^

alteWake F. Institute, Sunday Schools, and Tracts, reported respectively—

^^eports approved and ordered to be printed.

^•.'X5



Committee on the best method of imparting religious iustraction tv.

our colored population, reported—report after some amendment, approved

and ordered to be printed.

Adjourned to 7 o'clock—Prayer by A. Maclay.

Seven o'clock, P. M.
Met pursuant to adjournment—Prayer by J. B. Ballard.

Committees on F. Missions, Education, and the agency reported—re-

ports approved and ordered to be printed.

The Committee appointed at the last session of this Convention, to

take immediate measures to raise .'$17000 for tie purpose of endowing

our Theological professorship at Wake Forest Institutt, reported—report

accepted and ordered to be printed.

^ Appointed Meredith, Sanders, and Outlaw, a Committee on the expe-

diency of appointing Missionaries, & on the nomination of the Mission-

aries, in the event of its being deemed expedient to appoint Missionaries

for the ensuing year.

Appointed Wait,.Bumpas and Battle, a committee to nominate an
' Agent.

Resolved, That this body cordially concur with the proposition of our

South Carolina Brethren, submitted by Brother Meredith, in relation to a

union of the papers of the two States; but are of the opinion that it is

indispensible to the interests of this Convention, that the publication be

^issued in some part of this State." Appointed the next session of this convention to be at Brown's Meeting

House, 5 miles north of CHntnn, Sampson County, on Friday before the

^ first Lord's day in Nov. 1S3S.

^ Adjourned to to-morrow morning o'clock—Prayer by D. S. Williams.

^ Tuesday morning.

Met pursuant to adjournment—Prayer by W. H.Jordan.

\
' Appointed James S. Mims to preach the introductory sermon at the

•" next session of this convention.

Appointed \Vm. H. Jordan to preach a sermon before the convention,

on Saturday, at the next session of this convention.

19 Appointed S. Wait, A. J. Battle, and R. M'Nabb, delegates to the Gen-

eral Association of Virginia, to be held in the citv of Richmond in 183S.

^esolv^, That brethren Outlaw, Jordan, and Roles, be a Committee

^|to make such arrangements with brother Leach, should he arrive from the

^.North, for becoming an Agent of this body, as they may deem expedient.

Resolved, That said Committee be appointed to correspond with broth-

er Crawford, of N.York, and to secure, if practicable, his services, as per-

manent Agent of this body.

Resolved, That it is the duty of every baptist in N. Carolina, to use

every means (sanctioned of C4od) to advance the objects of the Baptist

.^tate Convention.

Resolved, further. That the brethren are afTectionattly requested t*



make eflbrts lor the increase of the funds of the Convention generally',

but especially Home Missions and Education.

Resolved^ That there be 1500 copies of these Minutes printed and

distributed as hitherto by T. Meridith.

Resolved^ That the Treasurer of this body pay over to T. Meredith,

the sum due him for printing the minutes of the last Convention.

Resolved^ That the wages of our Missionaries be increased to $1 per

day.

Resolved^ That we employ brother Jacks 12 months, brother Phillips

4 months, brother Shattuck S months, brother Douglas 6 months, and

brother M'Nabb till the next session of the Board, as Missionaries of this

body.

Resolved^ That the President, Vice President, and Recording Secre-

tary of this Convention, be requested to write their signatures across the

exceptionable part of the original manuscript of the report on the best

method of imparting religious instruction to our colored population ; and
that the same be preserved by the Secretary, as proof against any ma-
lignant charges which may hereafter be brought against it.

Resolved, That the Agent, when procured, be instructed to take coun-

ty after county, and form primary societies, to aid the objects of the Con-
vention.

Resolved^ That the Missionaries be instructed to make collections for

the objects of this Convention.

Appointed brethren A. Maclay, J. S. Mims, D. Thomson, and D. S.

Williams, Delegates to the South Carolina Convention,at their next ses-

sion.

Committee on Temperance, reported—report accepted, and ordered to

be printed.

Committee on Periodicals, reported—report accepted and ordered to

be printed.

Resolved^ That the Committee on the proficiency of the beneficiaries

at Wake Forest Institute, be discharged ; and that the matter be submit-

ted to the Board of Managers at their semi-annual meeting in July.

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this body pay over into the hands of

the Trustees of the Wake Forest Institute, the funds for Education now
in hand.

Resolved^ That the Treasurer of this Convention, transmit to the

Treasurer of the general Convention, the funds for Foreign Missions.

Financial Committee reported—report accepted and ordered to be

printed.

Appointed brethren S. Wait, T. Meredith, and D. S. Williams, Del-

egates to the Trienial Convention, and A. J. Battle,and J. Culpeper (sen.)

alternates.

AppointedS. Wait, T. Meredith, D.S. WiUiams, A. J. Battle, and 1



\ \

Culpeper (sen.) Delegates to the Home Mission Society iu N. Yotk.

Besolved, That the thanks of this body be presented to the inhabitantji

of this vicinity for the hospitable entertainnient furnished during the ses-

sion.

Adjourned. Address and prayer by A. Maclay.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS.
The Board met immediately after the adjournment of the Convention.

Resolved, That the semi-annual meeting of the Board be held at Wake
Forest Institute, on Friday before the first Lord's day in July, 1838.

Adjourned.
000000

REPORT ON EDUCATION.
The Committee, to whom was referred the subject of Education, be^

leave to report

:

Thai they find, by reference to the journals of the Convention of last

year, that a legacy of ten or twelve thousand dollars has been left to

the W. Forest Institute, which will come into their hands after the death

of ihe widow of the testator.

The Committee on Education of last year recommended that exer-

tions should be immediately made to raise by subscription a sufficient

sum, when combined with the above mentioned legacy, to endow a pro-

fessorship of Sacred Literature at Wake Forest. We have not learned

that any thing yet has been done in fulfilment of this recommendation.
Your present Committee would say nothing to dissuade from this meas-
ure, sanctioned by the vote of the last Convention. Such a professor-

ship, if established, will be a most important appendage to the present

faculty of the Wake Forest Institute. It will provide efi"ectually for

incorporating with the system of education adopted there, that thorough

instruction in the evidences and docrtines uf Christianity, which the Con-
vention undoubtedly contemplated in the establishment of this Semina-
ry. Thus all the youth there trained, whether they enter the ministry

or not, whether they belong to the church or to the world, will have
implanted in their young minds that fundamental knowledge of our

holy faith, which may in future, have the most important moral effects

upon their own hearts, and through them, upon the hearts of others.

But as such a professorship would not be in itself, a sufficient pro-

vision for the theological education of young ministers, your present

Committee would submit to the serious consideration of the Convention,

the expediency of further provision for the thorough preparation ol our

young ministers for their sacred work. It appears to your Commitee,that,

in the present advanced state of knowledge, our denomioation will re-

quire a Seminary of more ample endowments and opportunities than

the strength of our church in any one State, is adequate to. The sever-

al denominations of christians in our country seem to have agreed that

a course of study of three years, after the completion of a College ed-

ucation, is not too much for furnishing the teachers of chrisliauity with

the knowledge and mental discipline requisite for the varioHs exigen-

cies to which they will becalle ! in this enlightened day.

They will be called,not only to instruct the ignorant and persuade the.

earless, but lo defend the foundations of our faith agauist the attacks ot
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ingenious infidels ; to detect and expose and refute false doctrine, and
to maintain against learned and acute antagonists, the peculiarities of
our denomination. Unless they are carefully prepared for these various
contingencies of their spiritual warfare, they must be exposed unarm-
ed to the fraud and subtility of ihe adversaries of truth, and oiten endure
the grief aiid shame of seeing thai precious truth, ot wh'?h they are the
professed -idvocates and charapons, wounded sorely through want of
their ability t) defend it. Our young p^inisters are aware of the neces-
sity of this sound and thorough preparation for their sacred iunclton, and
therefore will not be satisfied with a limited and superficial course of
instruction, which will not put them on a par with their young brethren
of other denomination?. They will, if they do not find competent in-
struction in Seminaries near at hand, repair to disiant and better insti-

tutions. Thus new habits and connexions are formed, not so well filled

for their usefulness in this part of our country, and many of them have
new fields of labor opening to them elsewhere, whereby our Southern
country is deprived of the services ol her native youth, to whom she
was looking for a future supply of pastors. To prevent this unfortu-
nate resuii, your Committee think the only remedy will be for several of
the Southren Stales to unite in the support of a theological school; and
as S. Carolina has such a school already partially endowed, and has es-
tablished two professorships, and will go into operation at the beginning
of the next year, your Committee respectfully submit whether it will
not be better to combine our resources with those of that State and of
Georgia, (which is expected to unite with them) than to incur, single
handed, all the expenses incident to a separaie establishment furnished
with the requisite apparatus of buildings, professors, and of library ?

—

Why strain our strength and exhaust our resources to maintain tw'o or
three feeble separate institutions, when we might, by a harmonious
co-operaiion, support one healthy, vigorous Seminary, which would be
creditable to our denomination, and present satisfactory claims to our
southern youth, as a place amply adequate to their wishes. The same
furniture of buildings,professors and library will be sufficient for the ram-
istereal education of the three Slates, for some time to come, and this
additional advantage will be gained, that such a number of youth em-
bodied together at the same place in preparation for the same sacred pro-
fession, will, it is believed, prosecute their studies with more animation
and effect, iheir mental powers will be called into more vigorous exer-
cise, and a valuable acquaintanceship and union will be promoted amona-
the ministers of the southern churches.

^

If this plan be adopted, the States thus combining in one Seminary,
instead of raising immense sums to support the different sets of buildings
and professors, can devote ihose funds most usefully and happily iu en-
dowing scholarships, to give gratuitous education to the poor and pious
youth dispersed throughout our land,who are sighing in fruitless desiies^
to improve the talents with which God has blessed them, that they may-
devote them when thus improved, to the glory of ihe Giver and the edi-
fication of his church. Your Committee humbly present these conside-
latiuns tothe best judgement of the Convention, prayujg tnai God may
guide and influence them in the adoption of the wisest measures for the
g^ood of our beloved church*

William Hout^i?. C/i.



KEPORT ON WAKE F. INSTITUTE.
Your CoraaiiUft charged witD • ihe coosideiiiion - irie present coa-

dition and future prospects of the Wake Fotesi Insiituu-, the child of
this Convention, and of prayer and of promise— Respeciiully report:

That every thing in the past history, present condition, and future pros-
pects of that seat of learning and nursery of piety, and we trust loo, of

ministerial power and usefulness, is of a most cheering character, and
cries onwaid.

Goodne3«5 and iiercy have followed Wake Forest Ii.siitute from in-

fancy 10 youth, for it can scarcely l-e said yet to hav' reached the vigor
of manhood, & won for it favor and success beyond all expectation. It

has already reached a literary distinction beyond its years. And the

most glorious of all, God has blessed it, every year --f iis existence, with
a most remarkable outpouring of his holy spirit, upon teachers and pu-
pils, and in the present year the surround-ng neighborhood. We know
of no oth§r Seminary of learning so signally blessed in this respect. In
that sequestered spot of lural beauty, where the solitude and silence of
the forest were only broken by the moans of the passing br.^ezes. the

lights of science now scatter their radiance, the hum of industry is heard,

and by the messenger ol truth, " the violated law speaks out its thun-

ders, and in strains as sweet as Angels use, the Gospel whispers

peace." and the repentant sigh and heartfelt prayer of the peuiteui, and
the songs of new born souls, break ever and anon, upon the ears of che-

rubim and men.
Here, under the continued blessing of God, rest the sure hopes of the

Baptist Churches in our State, lor an enlightened ministry, apt to teach

the unsearchable riches of Christ ; and here the people of N. Carolina,

who have a country inferior to none of the original Stales, and who have

every incentive thai can actuate freemen to shake off the loijg existing

apathy concerning the education of their children, may safely commit
their sons. The system here pursued, no longer leaves an accomplish-

ed education in the questionable figure of a mere skeleton, composed of

a few elementary branches, superadded to some acquaintance with the

ancient classics. Nor is it here lett to covpr itself with flesh and features,

as chance may direct, or the fatal infiuejces of improper companionship,

or the crude notions of those who have been dropped into the profes-

sion of instructors, as too often happens, by the accidents oi life, or its

weakness, follies, or irregularities; but fullness and proportion are given

to the system; and hence, in the maturity of its growth, it presents us

with the graceful outlines of moral and intpllectual symmetry and beau-

ty ; the combined expression of art and knowledge; the formed aioral

character and invigorated faculties, in high culture li comprehends
every rainutia ; even the amusements and moderate manual labors ol the

students, are included among the objects and duties of the teachers ; se-

curing to the former, the most healthful and salutary exercises of the

muscles and limbs; while they are guarded with paternal care, against

vicious and impure motives and practices ; while on the other hand,

they are incited by every lofty and ennobling consideration, to the love

and practice of virtue, in all that is said and done. Young men thus ed-

ucated, cannot fail to be prepared for action in all the relations of life,

in social intercourse, m love of industry, in quickneirs of thought and
fertility oi resources; and whatsoever station in society they fill, to be

at once its ornaments, and the friends of God and man. The States-

man, the Philanthropist; the Christian, need never despair of the repub-
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iic. so long as our soqs are thus educated. The last examination of tiie

students ol" ihe Institute, which took place in July last, fully sustained

its previous character for efficiency and usefulness. It did more ; and
should win for the Professors and Tutors and Pupils, the plaudit of
*' well done" from its friends.

The Committee, the Convention, the Baptist churches, and the pub-

lic, cannot too highly estimate the worth, piety, learning and skill of

ihe Professors and their assistants; nor the industry, progress and prom-
ise of ri|/e scholarship, of many of the students. Harmony and good
deportment is the general order of the day ; and the students mostly

evince much pride in the growing celebrity of their Seminary, and are

attached to their teachers and employments.
The universal sfood health, the manifest fine constitutional vigor, and

the progress of the yoiingmen in their literary course, furnish the very

best evidence of the great utility of combining moderate manual labor

with the sedentary habits of the perse^'ering student.

Nothinsr is now left for the wishes of the friends of the Institute, but

Its endowment with proper Philosophical Apparatus and a Library Jand
well supported Professorships in the different departments. These ben-

efits its friends and a generous public, are well able to bestow upon it.

Having these, and the right to confer collegiate honors, it will rank at no
distant day, with the very fiist colleges in our country. The diminution

in the number of students the past year, your Committee apprehend, is

no sufficient cause for alarm or depression ; believing that all sources of
complaint are removed, and that the pressure for money now pervading
our country will ere long pass away.
With such prospects before us, let us thank God and take courage ;

committing the Institute to the abiding smile of him whose is the earth,

and the fullness thereof, the round world and all that it contains, and
whose IS tiie glory forever.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
Joseph B. Outlaw, C/i,

000

REPORT ON PERIODICALS.

The Committee on periodicals report

:

That the very limited attention which they have been permitted to

bestow upon this subject, has only tended to confirm them in the opin-

ion, that far too little regard has been paid to this department of christian

enterprizt". Ii is evident that the press mav be niade one of the most
efficient means of accomplishing the great ends of the church. Much
may be done by our religious periodicals for the advancement of the
Redeemer's kingdom, vvhich as far as human means are concerned,
could be ,'jffected in no other way. The abundant and varied resour-

ces from whi'Mi their columns may now besupplied, and the increased
facilities by vvhich thev may now be sent ab"oad through the country,
afford religious editors an opportunity of giving useful knowledge to

thousands and mi lions, v/ho otherwise must die in comparative igno-

rance.

A reliaious paper is an organ of general communication for the scat-

tered m.mbers ol the church, and thus becomes the medium through
which her movements may be carried forward. It is here we learn

each other's sentiments, and compare each others's views. Here, as at

the point of central motion, our sympathies meet and mingle, and oxiv
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uans aua purposes receive an impetus which is fell in every extremity,

aud exerts a healthful influence over the whole system of means and
measures. And if the Avise and intelligent statesman has been taught

to rely upon the political press for liie improvement of public sentiment,

and ihe prosperity of his country, much more may the christian louk to

the religious press, as to a fountain of moral and religious information,

whose living streams maybe sent forth to moisten and enrich the bor-

ders ol our ZioDj and cause her to become the praise of the whole
earth. In view of these considerations your Comiilee feel much gratifi-

ed in learning that your own paper, the Biblical Recorder, a paper so

ably edited, and so well calculated to promote the cause oi religicn. has,

through the assiduity and untiring labors of its editor, been enabled to

trmmph over its former difBculties, and is now in a more prosperous con-

dition than it has been. We believe llial with the reputation it has ac-

quired, and the support it must obtain from a liberal public, it would glo-

riously prosper single handed; but as the Board of ihp Baptist Con-
vention of South Carolina, has kindly proposed a union of the editorial

departments of the two States, if such an arrangement can be made as

will be mutually satisfactory, your Committee would recommend that it

"be done. Should no such arrangement be made, we trust the friends of

Christ in your State &c. will feel it obligatory on them to labor U.r a

more extensive circulation of your own paper, in c. nnection with which
we earnestly recommend the Christian Review,as being well calculated

to improve the taste and piety of any community where it shall be read.

All of which IS respectfully submitted.

Isaac S. Tixsley, Cli.

003'

REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Your committee on Foreign Missions would respectfully subjpit

the following report

:

That the Foreign Mission enterprise is a work which is authoriz-

ed and enjoined in the scriptures,and which has received token of Di-

vine approbaiion. In the origin of the Foreign Mission cause, the

hand of God evidently appeared in providing Missionaries pre-emi-

nently qualified for the work to which they were called, and the Lord

has crowned their labours with a signal blessing. The American

Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, acting under the Triennial Con-

vention, have established missions in Germany, France, Greece and

Africa. We have also ten or twelve Missionary stations establish-

ed amonsf the Indians of our Forests, on all of which the Lord has

given special blessings, especially the Missions among the Cherokees

in this State. The Mission m Bu'rmah is allowed by the whole chris-

tian Community, to be one of the most interesting missions that now
exist on the face of the Globe. The Karens appear to be a people

prepared of the Lord to receive with meekness the engrafted • ord of

life. No sooner do they hear ofa crucified redeemer than t!;ey obey

him. The missi'^n at Bankock,in Siarn, e^ibraces the Siame.^eand the

Chinese. Here there is a church composed of Chinese. At a late

prayer meeting, held wnth said Church, all the male members engag-

ed in prayer, alter which one of their number wished to pray a second

time; permission being granted, he engaged with great fervency in
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praying for the salvation of his countrymen, which deeply alTected

all present. A mission has also lately been estabhshed under the most

favourable prospects among iht- Shians. Your committee are of

opinion that the Baptist Board of Foreig-n Mi-ssii ns have conducted

the important business committed to their charge with much zeal,abili-

ty and discretion, and that entire confidence should be placed in them
by the whole christian consmunity. Missions,both Home and Foreign,

are of divine origin. John the Baptist, Jesus Christ, the Seventy Dis-

ciples, the Twelve Apostles, ail acted as Home Missionaries^ But
after Christ rose from the dead, he enlarged this commissio so as to

embrace Foreign Missions, and said " Go teach all nations &c." "Go
ye into all the world and' preach the Gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not

shall be damned." In obedience to their Lord, they went forth into the

heart of the heathen world and proclaimed among ihem the unsearch-

able riches ofChrist,and iniilions of idolat-r rs were converted to God.
The great commission is stili binding upon us, and we are still under
the strongest obligations to carry it into full effect, and he who refuses

to obey, is acting the part of a rebel against the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords.

Resolved, That we recommend to the Churches in this State liberal-

ly to sustain our Foreign Missions by their contributions and prayers,

and that they observe the monthly concert of prayer.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

A. Maclay, Cli.

REPORT ON RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 6f SLAVES.
The Committee appointed to report upon the best means of im-

parting religious instructions to the coloured population report:

That, in reflecting upon this subject, they are decidedly convinced
that a solenm responsibility rests on us to afford to our coloured popu-
lation, and especially to our slaves, greater facilities for acquiring a
correct knowlec-ge of the gospel, than we have hjitherto done. Some
attention, it is true, has been paid to this subject, both by heads offam-
ilies,and by churches. And as the happy result, many of them have
heard and obeyed from the heart, the truth as it is in Jesus. But
while your committee cheerfully admit this, they are constrained to

think that their opportunities of religious instruction, are too limited.

Deprived of the privilege of reading for themselves the word of God,
they are entirely dependent upon us for a knowledge of its sacred
truths. They have immortal souls. The salvation of Christ is as
necessary and as important to them, as it is to us. Unless they know
and understand the truth as it is in Jesus, so as to be bi ought under its

saving influence, they musi be lost. And can a christian reflect up-
on these considerations and not feel it his duty to piovide for them
ample means of instruction.

It were easy to show that worldly policy requires the performance
of this duty. For, in proportion as the truths of the gospel take holdl
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CipoD the heart, are men disposed :o discharge with 6delity their rela-

tive duties. Hence the religiously instructed slave will be more hon-

est, more industrious, and (nore obedient to his master, than ont* who
IS alloAed to grow up in ignorance and sin. Fans confirnj this

truth. And from observing the beneficial influt-nce which religion

exerts upon those ho possess it, many irreligious nien have become
anxious that their slaves should receive reli;^ious instruction,

Your committee will direct your attention to two means of com-
munici<ting religious instruction to our coloured people. Tiie first is

the reading and expounding to them of the scriptures; the secoud,the

preaching of th^^ Gosptl,

Opportunities for leading and explaining to our slaves the word of

God, can hardly be wanting to those disposed to avail themselves of

them. In every christian family, family-worship is, or ought to be,

performed; and it were easy so to fix the time for attending to this du-

ty, that our slaves, at least once a day, may meet with us. And your

committee are persuaded that few heads of families wou'd find it diffi-

cult at such times to impart to them much religious knowleda^e. In

addition to this, little or no loss could be sustained by calling ofl[ oUr

slaves from their labour for an hour or two every week, for the purpose

of reading and expounding to them the scriptures. Your conimittee

have mentioned the preaching of the Gospel as a means for the reli-

gious instruction of this class of persons. The preaching of the gos-

pel is the great instrumentality appointed by Christ for the instructioa

and conversion of men. "After that in the wisdom of God, the world

by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of

preaching, to save them that believed," They do not intend to recom-

mend separate religious exercises for their special benefit, in some
cases, and especially in towns, this may be practicable and right;

but in most instances it could not be done. Provision, may, however,

be made, in every house of worship for their C(jmfortable attendance

on the ordinarv services of the sanctuary. And this they think should

be done. Often have their hearts been grieved at witnessing the in-

conveniences to which they are subjected in attending on the preach-

ing of the Gospel. Frequently they are altogfether excluded from

the house of God ;
and most generally where an appartment is assign-

ed the. i-, it is too small to hold the half of those who would attend,

were suitable provision made for their accommodation. Thtse things

ouirht not to be. In our meeting ^^ousest^ere should bean apart .;ent

fitted up for their especipJ use, large enoujih to afford them ample ac-

commodation.
In conclusion your conimittee beg leave to submit the follovi'ing

resolutions:

Resolved, that this convention affectionately urge upon the iMinisters

connected with it, to useth^ir influence to have provided in ail their

places of worship, ample and comfortable accommodations for the

coloured part of t.heir Congregations.

Resolved, That we also urge upon all our brethren to pay particu-

lar regard to the religious instruction of their own slaves.



Resohed, 'J'hat by reliiricJus instruction be undexstood.verbal coru-

inunication on religious subjects.

A. M. POINDEXTER, C/L

000

REPORT ON THE AGEiNCY.

The Committee on the Agency, beg leave to submit the followmg

Report:
*

« .

i?he history of this Convention, as must be well known, has fully

demonstrated the advantages to be derived from the^servic^ of a pru-

dent and efficient agent, as well as the disastrous results of having

none. And it is now the confident belief of your committee, that an

active and discreet agent is indispensable to the future prosperity, if

not to the permanent existence of this body Your committee would
therefore urge the appointment of a suitable agent, as a matter of

primary importance: and feel fully assured that, by the forn'ation of

primary .societies in every practicable part oi the State, after the man-
ner of our first agent, the interests and prospects of the convention may
be, in a very short time, fully reinstated. All of which is respectfully

submitted.

T. xMeR EDITH, Ch.
000

REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

The Committee on Sunday Schools beg leave to report, that they

have attended to their appointment as much as their limited lime and
means would admit. They regret exceedingly, that there is so little

statistical matter published on this subject upon which to found a re-

port. They think it safe however to estimate the number of schools

in the State at SOO.atid scholars at 13,000. A number of these are kept

up during the whole year,but the most of them are discontinued in the

winter, a circumstance much to be lamented. Some of them observe

the monthly concert of prayer for Sabbaih Schools, and attend a week-

ly meeting for the benefit ofthe teachers. Most of them have libraries

which we consider a very important auxiliary, not only to the Sab-

bath School cause, but ilso to the cause of Missions. Who can read

many of these books, such as the Memoirs of Mrs. Judson, Harriet

Newell, of S'.vartz and Brainard, and remain opposed to the Missiona-

ry cause 'i The American Sunday School Union are still prosecut-

ing their work in the State. About three fourths of the State have
been filled up with schools, & many of the counties have been revisit-

ed. The Union intend to continue their operations until the whole
State shall be finished. Your Committee fully believe that the cause
is staining in our churches, and among the more intelligent part of

the community,wliile at the same time they regret that so little interest

is felt by others. We believe that this institution,under God, is one of

the most efficient means of promoting the morals, the intellig^ence and
religion among the rising generation. With this view of the subject,

we do think that every christian, every philanthropist, every patriot

nnd lover of his country, should most heartily and earnestly engage in
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ihis blessed cause, which promises so ntiuch lasting benefit to the

youthful population of our country—the future hope of the nation, and .

of the caurch of Christ. Wc rejoice to be able to state fiom personal

observation, that we fully believe that this institution, in the hand of

God, has been the i^neans of the conversion of sinners. Wt* do there-

fore, most sincerely wish, that our denomination throughout the State,

mav no long':'r look upon this cause with cart-iesness and aputhy, but

that Ae all as one man engage in it without delay, and that every

church would forthwith take immediate, effectual, and vigorous mea-

sures to sustain one or more well regulated Sunday Schools within its

bounds. Dear brethren, examine tiiis subject attentively and prayer-

faily, think of the happy results of early impressing upon the youthful

mitid the <ireat principles of moralsand religion, of training up a child

in the way he should go, having the promise of God thai when he is

old he Will not depait from it. Rvcollect thar though you may not be

calieu to preach the gospel, yet by teaching the great truths of the

gospel m a Sunday School, ^ou may be the happy instrument of

turning one sinner from the error of his way, and he that does this

shall shine forth in the kingdom of God as the sun ir. the firmament

forever and ever.

Your Committee recommend the adoption of the following resolu-

tion:

Resolved, That, in view of the great good to be accomplished by
Sabbath Schools, this Convention do \7iost earnestly and affectionately

entreatall our ministering brethren especially, and all other members
of our churches, male and female, to aid in this cause in evfry way
they can by their personal PiTorts, by their influence, by their contribu-

tions and prayers, all of which is respectfully submitted.

J. B. Ballard, Ch!n.

REPORT ON THEOLOGICAL FUND.
The Committee appointed at the last session of this body for the pur-

pose of taking measures to raise a sum for the endowment of a profes-

sorship in Theology, have to report that nothing has been done. The
abs nee of one of the committee from this State, the difficulty and al-

most impracticability of meeting on the part of the other members of

the committee, and the embarrassed state of the pecuniary interests of

the country,adde(l to the extreme delicacy of making suggestions rela-

tive to the present disposition of the legacy had specially in view, have

placed It beyond the power of yo'ir comsnittee to effect any thing bear-

ing upon the object of their appointment. Respectfully,

T. Meredith, Ch'n.

REPORT ON TRACTS.
The Committee on Tracts respectfully report:—That they are not

informed to what extentthe circulation oftracts, within the State, has

been attended to. They are however of the opinion, that our brethren

have been remiss m this department of christian effort. They deem it

important that the Baptist General Tract Society should be well suppli-



ed with tracts. T?iey can recommend no better means'for the attam^

ment of these ends than the formation, in every church, of a Tract
Society auxiliary to the General Institution. Where this cannot be
done, much may be effected by individuals who feel an interest in the
cause. They are disposed to think that in no other way can the fe-

male members of our churches so efficiently promote the interests of
truth and godliness, with as little expense of labour and money, as by
engaging in Tract distribution. And to their consideration they deem
it not improper specially to commend this subject.

A. M. PoindexterTXJ^'vy.—

—

:o:g:o:

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE.
Your Committee on Temperance beg leave to report,—That, having

duly attended to the business entrusted to ihem, they are happy to be
able to Slate, that the Temperance reform, notvvithstandinsc all ihc embar-
rassment it has had to meet, still advances toward the accomplishment
of its benign and glorious end, viz. the melioration of the physical, men-
tal, and moral condition of millions of the human family. Certain re-
cent indications, we think, justify the expectation that, at a time not
far hence, it will have obtained an eminence whence its moral dignity
shall be displayed, and its salutary influences diverge through al] grades
and conditions in human society. Your Committee is of opinion ihac
the principal obstacles now existing, to the ultimate success of the Tem-
perance reform, are to be found in the inconsistency, if we may not say
perfidily, of some who profess to be, but are not, really friends to Tem-
perance ; and the supineness or apathy of too many of its sincere friends.

Respectfully submitted.

William J. Finlay, Chhi,

REPORT ON DOMESTIC MISSIONS.
The Committee on Domestic Missions report,—Thar, from the best

information tliey are able to obtain, the missionaries of the Convention
have been extensively useful. Every where they have been well re-
ceived. Besides the benefit derived from their labours as the ministers
of Christ, they have exerted a very favourable influence in making
known the objects of the Convention, and thus increasing the ability of
this institution to do good. The Committee therefore recommend that
missionaries be appointed again this year.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J| Sami/. Wait, GK'n,
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^VATLTEILLTC PAPER
OF THE

AMERICAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETl?*

*^ Our Gospel came not unto you in v>ord only^ hut also in power, and in the Holy

Ghost, and in much assurance—so that ye were ensamples to all that believe,.

For from you sounded out the toord of the Lord, not only in Macedonia and

Achaia, but also in every place your faithto God-wardis spread abroad.''—Paul.

No. V. Mission Rooms, No. 9 Spruce-street, New-York. August, 1840.

Our brethren throughout the United States are awar-e that since the decease of the

beloved and lamented Luther Crav/ford, late Corresponding Secretary of the Ameri^

can Baptist Home Mission Society, the Quarterly Paper of tliat society, which

originated with Irim, has not appeared. It is unnecessary lb offer any other reason fot

its discontinuance than the well known fact that during the whole period since the

death of the estimable Secretary, untii very near the last anniversary of the Society,-

his office was xmoccupied, except by a temporary ari-angement.

The discontinuance of that valuable paper has been reg;arded as an unfortunate c\r.

cumstance^ It was an important medium of communication between the Executive

Committee and the churches, presenting correct information of the wants of our de-

nomination, especially in the valley of the Mississip-pi ; the proper means of supplying

those wants, and the efforts of the Committer to employ them for that purpose, li

furnished, also, a cheap mode of acknowledging the benefactions of our friends ; and

while it proved an important and valuable auxiliary of the Society in promoting the

great interests for which they labored, it is believed its periodical appearance among

the churches was everywhere greeted with a welcome reception.

The attempt to revive it at this time, therefore, can hardly be thought experimental,

if, as it is believed, the Baptist denomination is still as much interested in Home Mis-

sions as it was eighteen months ago, or if the periodical perusal of documents showing

facts connected with missionaty operations in our own country is as desirable as it was'

then. These, it will be the constant care of the present Secretary to present from

time to time, especially such as may be furnished by the Agents, Missionaries, and!

other correspondents of the Society: and in this undertaking, aided by the counsels and

contributions of the Execative Committee, he hopes to render it still acceptable and

iraeful.

ADDRESS OF TIlE SOCIETY.

Communications intended for the Society or Executive Committee, should be ad-

dressed to Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, Corresponding Secretary of the American Baptist

Home Mission Society, New-York.

Donations and Subscriptions to R. W. Martin, Esq. Treasurer, 1^57 'Wall-street.

A'^A
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CORRESPONDENCE OF MISSIONARIES.

Although the American Baptist Home Mission Society bestows its principal and
almost exclusive attention upon the new States and territories of the west, it occasion-

ally extends its aid to really deserving churches in other portions of the union. Since

the annivei-sary, application has been made for assistance to a small amount, by the

church at Limerick, Me., and the Committee has appointed Rev. Josiah Tilton, their

pastor-, a missionary' for 12 months. It is believed that the small appropriation neces-

sary to sustain this appointment will prove productive of much good.

Brother Tilton informs us, in a letter of 7th of July, that he had baptized 15 persons

since May 1st, and that there were other candidates ready for the ordinance. There
is a school and Bible class connected with the church, supplied with only a very small

library. Besides attending to the ordinary duties of his pastoral ofBce, brother T. visits

and labors on a circuit of four or five miles—often extending his tours to adjoining

towns.

MARYLAND.

The Calvert-street Church in Baltimore, which, in its infancy and weakness sought
find obtained our aid, is no longer dependent upon us. We are now pleased to recognise

in that body a willing and useful auxiliary. Brother George F. Adams, their pastor,

in forwarding what he considers, probably, the last report of missionary labors he shall

have occasion to make, dated March 17, 1840, says, " In my last report, as your mis-

sionary, I stated that the affairs of our little church were, at that time, in quite a com-
fortable and prosperous condition. Such has been the case to the present time, but

with increasing interest. To give a detailed account of the work of grace with which
God has recently blessed us, is more than I can now do. Suffice it to say that till last

Lord's day week, I have been called to baptize every week since October iJOth. From
April last up to the present lime we have received by baptism 110, and by letter 16.

" Connected with the church is a flourishing Sunday school of about 200 pupils ; four

Bible classes, consisting of nearly eighty members, and everj' benevolent object of the

present day receives their attention.
'• The church has finished and furnished their meeting-house at an expense of $2000,

and it is always respectably filled when opened for public worship."

Our brother, in conclusion, says :
—" I cannot but feel grateful for the benefit which

has resulted from our relation to your society. A flourishing, and it is to be hoped, an
useful church has been built up without detracting any thing from any other religious

community, save that a few members have joined us by letter. This church we believe

and pray may be the means, with others of kindred spirit, of sending forth the light

of the gospel to many dark regions of our state. I shall ever recur with interest to the

period of my connexion with your society, as one fraught with deepest anxiety and of

undeserved success, in the cause of our common Lord.
" If at any time I can render any service to your Executive Committee as a local

agent, or otherwise, it will afford me pleasui-e to do so."

Dear Brother Hill— Pikesville, Md., July 15, 1840.

Your favor of the 11th was received this day. I have just returned from Tany-

town where we had an interesting meeting. I trust that the Lord is at work among
them, and I believe their prospects are better than they have been for years. The
field is truly white to harvest, but the laborers are few Within the last few months
every church in the Maryland Union Association (to which I belong) has had revi-

vals, and many have been aHded. I have several protracted meetings to attend imme-
diately, but scarcely know where to begin first, so urgent are the people for them.

If consistent, I should feel grateful to your Board for a renewal af my commission

for another year, as I have a wife and four children to support, and without your as-

sistance it IS likely some portion of the Lord's vineyard must be neglected, and I should

have to labor with my hands for the remainder of my support, or go to some other

place where I could obtain it ; this I do not wash as Maryland is so destitute.

-^ Yours in the bonds of the Gospel,

.^-•^-t--"^ JOSEPH METTAM.
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VIRGINIA.

Brother Benjamin Holden in a letter of June 18th, complains that his labors of
the past quarter have not been marked with such precious results as a lover of souls
and of Christ desires, but rejoices that his congregations are increasing; that there is
strong desire manifested for his labors by many who not long since spent the Sabbath in
hunting, and other unprofitable amusements on the Lord's day, and in dancing and
frolicking at other times. He supplies four stations, two of which are fifty miles, one of
them twenty-five and the other thirteen miles distant from his residence. He has
travelled 996 miles, preached 47 sermons, and delivered many lectures.

MISSISSIPPI.

Brother B. Cook, jr., labored in the service of the Society in the State of Missis-
sippi nearly six months, and returned from his field in time to be present at the anni-
versary, but not in season to make his report of labors. He represents the section of
the state where he was located, (East Felicianna) and several other portions of it as
destitute of gospel privileges, but offering fair prospects of settlement with respectable
and influential churches to ministers of suitable qualifications.

The following extract of a letter from brother John Micou, jr., shows the encou-
raging circumstances under which he is prosecuting his labors.

Dear Brother— Louisville, Mi., June 30, 1840.

Since writing you there has been a regular accession to the churches to which I
preach. I baptized, in Louisville, two in May, and have had the pleasure since to
baptize fifteen at Concord. I expect at my next appointment at this place some ten or
twelve others will be received. Rejoice with me, my brother, that the Lord is pros-
pering his cause here in some good degree. I have lately taken a tour of preaching in
the county of Choctaw, and am to visit the same region each month. I received one
who will be baptized on my next visit.

KENTUCKY.

Our esteemed brother F. A. Willard, who acts under appointment of the Society in
Louisville, Kentucky, writes that the church with which he is laboring is steadfast, and
moving forward towards a condition which he hopes will enable them to su-tain them-
selves ere long without our aid. They are now endeavoring to complete their house of
worship, for the erection of which they have shown a spirit of personal zeal and perse-
verance worthy of all praise. Their number of members is but thirty-nine, and but
four or five of the number are in possession ofproperty—none of them are wealthy, yet
within nineteen months, the period of their organization, they had raised for the support
of the gospel among themselves including the expense of building, $5000, and about
$500 for education, missionary, and other benevolent purposes.

MISSOURI.

Dear Brother— Cooper County, June 16, 1840.

I received your very welcome epistle yesterday, dated May 13, and feel grateful
for the kindness shown me by your Society, for without your aid I fear I should be com-
pelled to quit the field.

So far the good Lord has been pleased to bless my labors. Upwards of sixty have
been brought to submit to Christ in the field of my operations, and I have had the un-
speakable pleasure of baptizing forty eight rejoicing converts.

A heart-cheering prospect exists in Levington, the county seat of Lafayette County.
I have visited this place twice, thirty-eight have already been baptized into the fellow-
ship of the Baptist Church in this place, and others are waiting for Baptism.

The Baptist cause is gaining ground rapidly here. Campbellism for a while seemed
to take the field ; but a body witnout the Spirit, if not dead, must soon die. So it has
proved with them. The Lord will destroy them by the breath of his mouth.

I will writ 3 more particularly in my next,

Your unworthy brother,

A, P. WILLIAMS.
Rev. B. M. Hill. Cor. See. A. B. H. M. S.
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ILLINOIS.

The followinff extracts of a letter fiom Bro. Joel Wheeler of McHenry, Illinoi^r *'>'

the Correspotioing Secretary, will ^ve some idea ofthe ministerial destitution ofthat re-
gion, and the ellbrts of brother Wheeler, »o supply that destitution.

" I am obliged to supply a number of stations in McHenry and Lake Counties, and
have no associate in that work. I am AtojJE I I have here under my care four
churches, one of which was organized last May. This church consists of seventeen
members, and is situated in a beautiful and rising village. Other churches would be
soon orgairrzed within these counties, if pastors could be obtained for them,

" In Wisconsin Territory there are also three promising churches prominently situated,
which depend entirely upon my assistance, except when casually supplied by some other.
Thus I have seven churches under nly care, and you will see how necessary it is that
I should have a few assistants."

In a subsequent letter written from New-Hampshire, brother Wheeler informs us
that the principal object of his visit there was to find some ministers who were able and
willing to accompany him to the West, independent of the assistance of any Missionary
Society; but he was almost in despair of accomplishing the object. He found some
who were willing, but none of the number able to endure the expense of the under-
taking. He had also determined to organize no more churches until he could find pas-
tors to take charge of them. A wise determination for a man who already had the care
of seven churches : but what will those "other sheep" in the wildersess do, if no
pastors can be found to assist our brother?

TO UNEMPLOYED BAPTIST MINISTERS.

In several ofthe " Atlantic States" there are many good Baptist minrsterswithout pas-
toral charge, and not a few who have no stated engagements in preaching, but are desi-

rous of obtaining situations. Some of them find every door closed against their engag-
ing statedly in the ministry in any place they have sought, aTid their daily prayer is,

" Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?"
Let such read the foregoing letter, and then decide if it does not furnish an answer

to their prayer. W'hile God is by his holy providence removing so many of his dear
children into the wilderness, are his ministers afraid or unwilling to accompany them?
Why are the doors of usefulness among us closed against so many men whose past
usefulness is the theme of many churches, and whose talents qualify them for con-

tinued usefulness somewhere? Is it not that they should preach the gospel in the

more destitute regions of the West ? These are questions of no small importance, and
address themselves to the class alluded to with a solemnity that demands such an
answer as will satisfy conscience in view of a day when they will be called to giv»

account of their stewardship.

TEXAS.

At the anniversary of the Society in New-York last April, the moral condition of

Texas and the prospects of our denomination in that republic occupied a considerable

share of attention. By a communication received only a few days previously, the hearts

of the delegates were cheered with the unexpected intelligence that many Baptist

churches had been organized in that country, the most of which were desirous of obtaining

properly qualified pastors; that many ofthe inhabitants were Baptists in sentiment, and
were ready to sustain any well directed effort for the establishment of gospel institutions

in the country. This information elicited several animating addresses, and a feeling

of warm interest on the part of the Society in the religious improvement of Texas.

Immediately after the meeting exertions were made by the Executive Committee to

secure the services of brethren who were understood to be desirous of engaging in a
mission to that republic, but though one appointment was made, and an application foi-

another was favorably entertained, events in Divine providence transpired to disappoint

expectation in both cjises.

It is with much pleasure we now announce the appointment of three young brethren

whose hearts appear deeply imbued with the proper spirit, and Avhose talents promise
good for Texas. One of those brethren will, probably be ready to start for the country

in due season next fall, the others will follow as soon as circumstances permit.

Letters from brother James Huckins, our Missionary Agent, and verbal information

from brother D. R. \Vrieht justreturned from thatcountry, leave no room to doubt that the

door is note open for ministers of our denomination to enter and occupy the land. Here
then, is afield for usefulness, that should be entered immediately by men of education,

experience, good sense and piety ; willing to endure a few privations, and panting for

the honor of laying the foundations of a nation's moral character and prosperity.
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APrOINTMENTS.

Since the anniversary of the Society, eight of our missionaries have been reappointed,
the period of their previous engagement having expired; and nine new appointments
have been made—viz. to Illinois 2 ; to Iowa Territory or Northern Illinois 2 ; to

Michigan 1 ; to Pennsylvania 1; and to Texas 3.

It is expected that one of the brethren appointed to Texas, will be ready to engage
in the duties of his appointment within a few weeks.

The appointment of brother John Peck, general Agent of the Society, was renewed
immediately after the anniversary.

Brother Roswell Kimball has been appointed general Agent for the State of Illinois,

and entered upon the duties of his agency on the 4th of July,

We have the happiness to announce that brother George W. Eaton, Professor at
Hamilton Literary and Theological Seminary, purposes to visit the State of Ohio du-
ring the approaching vacation, and has kindly accepted an agency for our Society during
that period. We feel assured of the kind and Hberal attention of all our Ohio irelhren
whom he may visit.

It is very gratifying to be able to state that Bro. William Parkinson, being about to
visit several states at the South and West, has accepted our commission as Missionary
Agent during the pez'iod of his tour.

THE INDIANA CASE.

Much has been written in various Baptist papers respecting a statement in our
last Annual Report, concerning a Baptist minister in Indiana who was appointed one of
our niissi'jnaries. Among other things it is said, (not in very tender terms) that the
circumstances related of the man shows him to be unfit for appointment, and the jud"--
ment and prudence of the Executive Committee, are not very courteously impeached
in the exercise of the appointing power.

It was our design to remain silent, at present, upon this subject, in the expectation
that an ample explanation would be forth coming from the better sotirce—but we feel
called upon by an article in the Baptist Advocate of August 1st, to explain ourselves.

As the case already alftded to, is the only one given in illustration of the indiscretion
of the Executive Committee, we shall confine ourselves to that case.
Many brethren who were present at the Anniversary in New-York, and heard the

verbal statements of the Corresponding Secretary', declare they were almost verbatim
as the case is stated in the Annual Report. Therefore, those who have read the arti-
cles alluded to in the papers, will perceive at once that while the originator of them,
may have intended to give a faithful report of what loas said, he must have misunderstood
the Secretary, or forgot his remarks before committing them to paper ; and has thus,
made out quite another case ; or reported something that was not said at the Anniver-
sary.

As to the brother who was appointed our missionary, he was well recommended by
brethren of respectable standing, some of whom, and the brother appointed, were
known by some of the Committee ; he was also recommended by the missionary who
stated the case to us and forwarded the appHcation—this missionary is well known to
the Executive Committee and general Agent, as an intelligent, discerning and prudent
man. ^

But in order to assist our brethren in forming an opinion in the case, we will give the
extract of the missionary's letter, and the certificate of the man's character and circum-
stances. (Names cannot be given unless it shall be rendered necessary.)

" It was there I became acquainted with brother who is here recom-
mended to your attention. His situation is a peculiar one, and distressing as it now is,
he has preached throughout that section of the country for a number of vears, and all
assent to the statements in the certificate. He has quite a family to support, and by
attending to the calls for preaching from different parts, has reduced himself to povertv.
I was credibly informed by one brother, that he went with some ham and flour to his
house one day, as an offering from a church he supplied, and he had not enough for a
smgle meal. He told me very modestly his condition, and I could scarcely keep from
weeping when he told me his children often cried for bread, and he had not wherewith
to supply them. His whole soul is enlisted in preaching the gospel, but he is compelled
to desist and provide for his family. He is some eighty or ninety dollars in debt, and
It must be liquidated, and none but his own hands can or will do it. He says the fire
13 in his very bones, and he could not leave the preaching of the gospel did not absolute
necessity compel him.
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" The churches in that section are very feeble and unable to do much for a preacher,

and but a few of those who are able have a heart. There are some however, who told

me, did their circumstances permit, they would free brother from his

embarrassments.
" The certificate will, I have no doubt, assure you of his good standing and want. It

is signed by the very best of men and. pillars in the churches. I asked brother

how much he would need to release him from his embarrassments. He told me he
thought about eighty dollars, and if once freed, he has children almost large enough to

provide for the family while he could preach."

Certificate dated

This Certifies, that Elder pastor of church,

County, Indiana, has been for a number of years an able minister of the New Testament,
and useful to the church and world—but his temporal circumstances are such that he is

compelled to leave the preached word, except he is relieved of his embarrassments from
some source—as such we heartily recommend him to the charity of the American Bap-
list Home Mission Society."

Signed by seven brethren residing in three different towns.

It will be seen by the above that the brother appointed was not our missionary
•when suffering such pinching necessity. He is now actmg under our appointment, on

a salary that allows him the happiness ofpreaching the gospel to the poor. With how
much good reason the E.^ecutive Committee appointed him, we leave others to judge.

raiiit'ul as has been the task of giving facts in a case of such great delicacy to more
persons than one, the necessity for them under existing circumstances is obvious.

Having explained the whole case, may we not now be justified in suggesting to some
of our benevolent friends that, this case would furnish a fine subject for an annual ap-

propriation. One hundred dollars annually would afford our brother great relief, and
entitle the donor to a Directorship for Life, for each hundred dollars.

WESTERN MEN S OPINIONS.

We feel no great pleasure in sounding our own trumpet, nor even that of another

whose notes are in our own praise, but there happens to be some reason just now, why
Baptist churches should know what is said of us by more than 07ie at the West. The
following items will assist our brethren to some information on the subject.

The General Convention of Western Baptists held their sixth meeting in Louisville,

Kentucky, commencing on the 3d June.

Various important subjects were discussed and acted upon with great zeal and har-

mony, the results of which cannot be otherwise than beneficial to the moral interests of

the western states.

Among other subjects, that of Home Missions received particular attention. The
action of the body upon that subject was as follows, -s-iz :

Resolved, That Home Missions, while they are sustained by the same Christian

principle with other departments of benevolent efibrt, are especially and eminently pa-

triotic.

Resolved, That the grand object of Home Missions, the temporary assistance of

those who are disposed to help themselves, CN-inces the duty of the East and the West
to co-operate in this enterprise.

Resolved, That while it is the ob\'iou3 duty of our brethren in the Valley to do all in

their power to sustain the institutions of religion among them, it is equally obN-ious that

for years to come they must look to their eastern brethren for continued assistance.

Resolved, That the success which has hitherto attended Home Mission efforts,

should not only excite gratitude to God, but also encourage sanguine hopes of their

future benefit to the general cause of Christianity in the West.

In these resolutions our I'eaders will be able to arrive at a correct kno%vledge of West-

em views of our Home Mission operations: views expressed on western ground, by

one of the most numerous convocations of Baptists, ever assembled in that region.

The editor of the "Cross and Journal" in an able article in that paper of July 17th,

replying to some remarks which previously appeared in another western paper, pre-

sents a comparative exhibition of the efficiency of the American Baptist Home Mis-

sion Society, with all the similar bodies of our denomination at the West, of which we

have no reason to feel ashamed. He concludes his remarks with the following forci-

ble language. " We have now reached a critical point. We are about doubling the
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Cape. If our Eastern brethren withdraw from us, the cause will assuredly retrograde

.

In the name of hundreds of churches in the West, we thank them kindly for what they
have done, and ask a continuance of their kindness."

Elder R. T. Daniel, who, for many years, has resided at the West, travelled exten-
sively indifferent states, and is as well qualified by observation and sound judgment as

any other man to form a correct opinion of our Home Mission operations, expresses

himself on what he deems his dying bed, thus :—the American Baptist Home Mission
Society " have done more good in spreading the gospel with the same amount of funds

in the North, (meaning north of the Ohio river) and part of the West, than any Do-
mestic Missionary Society has done in our union of stales, and bears a weight of cha-

racter that no Association, Convention, or Missionary Society has or can bear."

APPLICATIONS FOR AID.

Churches applying for aid, should accompany their applications with statements of
the name of the church ; the Post office address of one of the Committee applying ; the

number of members, and average number of attendants on public worship ; the total

amount of salary necessary for the support of the minister they have in view; the por-

tion of that salary which they will engage to raise for the given time ; the least amount
that will suffice from the Society for the same period ; and any peculiar circumstances
in their case to illustrate the necessity of their application.

These statements should be confirmed by the certificate of one or more ministers

known by some of the Executive Committee: or, in case the church is located within

the bounds of an Association, State Convention, or Society auxiliary to this, it should
procure their recommendation.

If the application is in behalf of any particular ininister, then state his name, age,

Post office address, the credentials he bears, the number of his family, (if he have one)
and accompany it with certificates or recommendations as above.

As the appropriations of the Society are made, in general, for twelve months ; if a
renewal is needed by either churches or ministers, a new application should be sea-

sonably made, accompanied by information of the results of the previous years' aid.

BAPTIST STATE CONVENTIONS AND SOCIETIES.

The Secretaries of State Conventions and Societies, and Clerks of Associations,
especially of our Auxiliaries, are respectfully requested to transmit to the Correspond-
ing Secretary, copies of their Minutes, as soon as possible, after the anniversaries of
their respective bodies.

MEMBERSHIP.

An Annual Member, by an Annual Contribution.

A Member for Life, by the payment of $30 or more.
A Director for Life, by the payment of $100 or more, or any sum, which, in addi-

tion to a previous payment, makes one hundred dollars.

FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY.

I give unto the Treasurer, for the time being, of the American Baptist Home Mis-
sion Society, formed in the city of New-York, in the year of our Lord, one thousand
eight hundred and thirty- two, the sum of dollars, for the purposes
of said Society, and for which the receipt of such Treasurer shall be a sufficient dis-

charge.

NE^W LIFE DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS.
Joseph J. Cooke. Life Director, New-York.
Sally C. Biscoe, Life Member, Lancaster County, Vii-ginia.

Mrs. James M. Stickney, Life Member, Stamford, Connecticut, by the Church and
Congregation at that place.

Rev. J. G. Wightman, Life Member, Groton, Con., by Stonington Union Association.
R. C. McCormick, do New-York, for services rendered.
Rev. S. Ripley, do Foxboro, Mass., by Old Colony Miss. Society.

TO CONTRIBUTORS TO THE AMERICAN BAPTIST HO.ME MISSION SOCIETY.

A few typographical errors occurred in the Treasurer's detailed account in the An-
nual Report, to which we invite attention. They are all in the last column, page 47,
viz. The sum $594 54, is the total amount of receipts in Virginia. The $15 65, is

the amount contributed by the Raleigh church ; and the $30, is the donation of Lydia
Sherwood, Bridgeport, Conn. The last donation was to constitute Rev. Matthew
Batchellor, of Stratfield, Conn., a member for Life.
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TREASURERS' RECEIPTS.

Moneys receitcd hy the Treasurer since the Annual Report, up to August Ist.

ITythe of the profits of a Specu-

j

lation, fr«m a Stranger
Massachusetts.

James Eldridjre, Williamstown,
per Rev. J D. Rogers . $30 00

Friend in Amherst, pr Rev. 3L
Tilden, pr Hoa. 11 Lincoln

Miss Betsy Prall, Carver, per
RcT. Mr Glover, by do

West Ded ham Juvenile Society

Mrs. Abigail Smith. Sec. for

educating children in the val-

ley of the Mississippi, by do
Old Colony Bapt. Miss. Soc.

Levi Pearce, Tr. to consti-

tute Rev. S. Ripley, of Fox-
borough, a L. member, by do 30 00

Rhode Island.

Western Association of Ladies
1st Bap. ch. in Providence,
per Rev. W. Dean

Collections pr Rev. John Peck :

Ist Church, Providence, V. L
Bates, Treasurer

Western Miss. Society, prRev.
J. C Welsh

Young Lalv in Pawtucket .

2d Church, Providence

Canneclicnt.

Collections per Rev. J. Peck :

Stamford Church collection

Stonington Point church
A Friend in Trust
State Convenfn, J.H.Gilbert.Tr,

Rev. B. Cook, Hartford
1st Ch. Hartford. Collection .

South Church, Hartfflrd

Part of subscription by two
churches, Hartford .

Stouingion Union Asso. col.

Lucy Meech, Preston
Rev. Alfred Gates, Waterford
.New-London Church col.

1 00



PROCEEDINGS

Of the North Carolina Bible S»ciety, at its First Annual Meetings

held at May's Chapel, Chatham County^ Nov. 5th, 1837.

The meeting was called to order by the President, Rev. T. Mere-

dith taking tjie Chair, and prayer being made by Rev, W. H. Jordan.

On motion, appointed Wm. H. Jordan and f. B. Outlaw a Com-
mittee of Finance.

On motion, invitation was given to auxilliary Societies and individ-

uals to become members of this Society.

The following is a list of its members :

Cape Fear Bap. *Aux.^Society
^



Un motion," Resolved, That this Society highly approve of the re-

cent forjnation ol '{!)e Aaieriran vno Foreign Bible Society, and re-

comn;i cd to that fnPiiiiitioii both foreigii and home distribution.
,

On motion, Resolved, Thut our brethren in this Slate be rmux^
mended to constitute Coucty and other primary Societies, auxilliary*

to this institution.

On MOtioti, Resolved, '3'hat this Society now proceed to theappoint-

ment of Delegates to attend the meeting o^ the parent Society, to be

held in iheCityofNew York the last week in April, 1838—where-
upon T. Meredith. John Culpeper, sen., Samuel Wait, James TVk Dan-
iel. David S. Williams,George W. Pnnfy, M. D. Fieeman, and A. J.

Battle were appointt-d.

Ofi n\ohon, Resolved, That James Mc Daniel, Jos. B. Outlaw, and
Davids. Wiliianis o^ an Executive Conimittee to take subscriptions

for this Society durit^r tlie recess of itg session.
'

Adjourned till 8 o'clock to-morrow morning, Prayerlry A.McClay.
Thursday morning, metaccordin^ to adjournment—prayer bv W.

H, M-niU." - '

On motion, Appointed T. Meredith, President.

VVm. H.Jordan &S Wait,' Vice Presidents.

David S. Williams, Cor. Sec.

A. J. Battle, Rtc Sec. •

A. DocKERY, Treasurer.

Board of Managers. f
Wm. H. Merritt, J. Culpeper, sen , C. W Skinner, J. Mc Daniel, J.

J. Finch, R McNabb, R. D. liuinp.is, M D Freeman, VV. Wnite, W.
Roles, G. Douglas, H. S Spivey, J. P. Cook, A. Howard, G. W. Pu-
rify, W. Holain, W.' M. Crenshaw, and John*Fooshee.

On motion. Resolved, That the 3d Article of our Constitution be so

altered as to read as follows :—Any person who shall pay the sum of

one dollar annually, shall ben Me(n her ;' those who ^hall pay the

sura t>1r thirty dollars at one time, shall bea Life Member; aod all

who shall pay the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars at ore time,

shall be a Life Director of this Society. -s.

On motion. Resolved, That our Ti^asnreT pay over to the Rev. A.

McClay, agent of the A. & F. ^j^S., all th<? mone^now in hand .

On motion, R'-solved, That our minutes be printed witli|HA|inute3

of the Convention, with.their consent.- ^Mlr
On motion, Adjourned to the next annual meeting of the Conven-

tion.—Closing prayer by Rev. Samuel Wait.

T. Meredith, President.

A. J. Battle, Rec. Secretary.


