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"O thou that hearest prayer, urito thee shall all

flesh come." (Ps. 65: 2.)

nA o^ssionaiy Prayer Band
WPAT IT IS, HOW ORGANIZED,

HOW MANAGED

By Isabel Aknold.

Andrew Murray says: " It is a duty for
the glory of God, to live and pray so that
our prayers can be answered. For the
sake of sGod's glory let us learn to pray
well."- Prayer should not be considered
a mystery too deep to be solved, for then
God would not command such a service
of us;, it should rather be considered a
science which can be' mastered. ,The mas-
tery of any science takes time, and study,
and pitience. Think of wireless teleg-

raphy—how perfect the instrument must
be, and how intelligent the operator.
We are commanded to " grow in grace,

and in knowledge." (2 Petl 3: 18; 1 Cor.
14: 20.) Are we growing in the knowl-
edge of prayer and in the» grace of a
prayerful life? '

Prayer Should Be Definue.—^Are we be-

lieving and acting upon thie fact that ecu:h

one can exert great power in prayer if she
will? "E!lias was a man subject to like

passions as we are, and he prayed ear-

nestly that it might not rain: and it

rained not on the earth by the space: of
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three years arid six months." (James 5:

17.) .

No character in the Bible had more hu-
man nature than Peter, but Grod gave him
the power to prevail in definite prayer.
(Acts 3: 6; 4: 10.) Cannot He who was
in Peter and gave him such power, and
who now dwells in us, give us a like

blessing? " He who is in us " is also He
who "ever liveth to make intercession."
(Heb. 7: 25.)

And why offer, this definite prayer? Do
we not find invariably all the Biblfe

prayers definite prayers? Study Paul's
prayer life, and see the many names and
places he- prays for. (Rom. 1: 9; 1 (Dor.

1: 4; Eph. 1; 16; etc.)

Does not Christ's law for prevailing
prayer, "faith," demand definite prayer?
" "V^^at things soever ye desire, wheff ye
pray, believe that ye receive them, and
ye shall have them." (Mark 11: 24.)

How can Christ expect us to believe we
have received a definite blessing, unless
we have "asked Him for it definitely?

How can we obey His command to

"watch," unless we are praying defi-

nitely? "Praying always . . . and
watching thereunto with all perseverance
and supplication for all saints." (Eph.
6: 18.)

What is a Missionary 'Prayer Ba^df—
A missionary prayer band is an' organiza-
tion which meets weekly, for one hour for
the study and practice of just such defi-

nite prayer. _
This band should number

from six to 'on§ dozen women; if more
wish to attend, it is better to have several
bands. All attending should be persons
deeply interested in developing the prayer



\

•
i' ;

life and willing to take part in prayer.
No one should hesitate to go into the
band who is unaccustomed to making au-
dible prayer, for she will soon conquer
her diflaculty and help others by her cour-
age.

It is preferable to have a regular meet-
ing place—a church parlor, or some pri-

vate individual's home, or a shut-in's
bedroom. ,

" It is best to have a regular band leader,
though it need not be incumbent^on her
to lead all the.meetings. It is wiser usu-
ally for the members to rotate in lead-

ing; but the leader of the band is respon-
' sible for the meeting.

The best text-book to uSe is Andrew
Murray's " The Ministry of Intercession."
This book can be procured from Fleming
H. Revell, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York
City, for seventy-five cents. It is sug-
gested that a chapter from this book be
read at each meeting. "With Christ in
the School of Prayer," by the same au-
thor, can be used as ' a splendid sequel
to this book.*
Duties of the Leader.—The leader of

the band should also order from Revell
the leaflet of Andrew Murray, called
" Pray Without Ceasing," thirty-five cents
per dozen. Each' member of the 'band
should have a copy of this lesiflet for her
daily private study in prayer. The band
leader should also ^ve a definite prayer
list, such as is given>at the close of this

article.

In spending so much time in ptkyer it

Note.—Dr. Wflbert White, of the BiWe SchooV
New York City, uses one of the Murray books on

, prayer for a text-booki and he considers it the highest
authority on the science of prayer.



is better «not to weary the women by
kneeling, but have them ^eep thfeir seats.
They can remember that one of the most
beautiful prayers in Scripture was one
offered by David as he "sat before the
Lord." (1 Chron. 17: 16-27.) It is the
mental attitude iflore than the physical
position which God considers as we draw
nigh to Him.
The leader of the meeting assigns the

prayer topics. She assigns only one topic

at a time, so that all can rivet their at-
,

tention upon the subject prayed for. She
should emphasize constantly the great
necessity of all minds following this sub-
ject. * Th^t this is one of the secrets of

the power of prayer is indicated in the
promise that "if two of you shall agree
on earth as touching anything that they

j shall ask, it shall be done for them of my
'Father which is in heaA«an^' (Matt. 18:

19.)

The women are called on in turn to of-

fer prayer. Though the subjects for
prayer are giyen, they word the petitions

themselves. This prevents the prayer
from becoming mechanical. B^inners
find it much easier to learn to pray aloud
when their subjects are chosen for them.
Stress should be laid upon the prayers be-

ing offered with a clear voice so that all

may hear. Petiticms also should be brief
and to the point. A good illustration is

* Note.—It misrht be helpful to the miiurs eye if

those participatins: in united prayer would thiilk of the
simili^tyof unity in prayer to a number of electrical
currents conversing: to unite their forces. The full
power of these currents would be lost if not per^ctly
connected; so in united prayer, perfect agreement
perfect desire, perfect concentration of mind, is es-
sential,

j



that 6t the' disciples, who,^when they
wished to. fill the place of Judas, prayed:
" Thou, L.^d, which knowest the hearts
of all men, show whether of these two
thou hast chosen." (Acts 1: 23, 24.)

Attention should be called to the fact

that unless we expect an answer from
God, we are not heard. " But without
faith it is impossible to please him."
(Heb. 11: 6.) ?

Very brief instruction concerning the
scriptural laws of prayer should con-
stantly be given by the leader as she as-

"

Signs the topics. This instruction pro-

motes knowledge, increases faith, holds
the attention of the band, and is a great
stimulus to effectual prayer, if given tact-

fully and to the point.

Conditions of Successfta Prayer.—Some
scriptural conditions of successful prayer
will, now be given, and it is hoped the
band will familiarize themselves with
these essential laws.
How to Obtain Faith.—^Faith is the key

to answered prayer. (Mark 9: 23.) How
shall we kttain this faith 'to believe, so
that we can receive? God knows the only
faith we possess is what He gives.

"Faith; and that not of yourselves: it

is the gift of God." (EJph. 2:8.) There-
fore, we obtain faith by prayer. "Look-
ing unto Jesus the author and finisher of

our faith." (Heb. 12: 2.)

Boldness^Jls^entiah—^We should also
" come boldly unto the throne of grace."

(Heb. 4: 16.) "God's promises are aoi

expression of His will, which I am to ^-
propriate by an act of my will, thus mak-
ing His will mine." When this identifi-

cation of His "will and ours has beeil*
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reached, it is no longer irreverent in us
to be bold, but only a proof of the faith

by Which we please Him.
Praise Essential.—It is often during

praise that God blesses. Take Jehosha-
phat as an illustration: "And when they
began to sing and to praise, the Lord set
ambushments against the children of Am-
mon, Moab,. and mount Seir, which were
come against Judah; and they were smit-

ten." (2 Chron. 20: 22.) It was the lack
of appreciation In Hezekiah, after Glod
had graciously answered his prayer,
which brought down the wrath of God.
" But Hezekiah rendered not again accord-
ing to the benefit done unto him; for his
heart was lifted up: therefore there was
wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Je-

rusalem!" (2 Chron. 32: 25.)

The Reflex of Unselfish Prayer.—When
Job humbled himself, and forgot his own
needs, as he prayed for his friends who
had so sorely criticised him, God remem-
bered him. "And the Lord turned the
captivity of Job, when he prayed for his
friends: also the Lord gave Job t-vr^ice as

much as he had before." (Job 42: 10.)

The Pre-eminent Duty.—The impor-
tance Christ gave to prayer as the first

duty of life is manifested when "great
multitudes came together to hear, and to

be healed by him of their . inflrmitiea

And he withdrew himself into the wilder-

ness, and prayed." (Luke 5: 15, 16.)

Even those with heart hunger to hear
God's word, and those aflSicted with phys-
ical suffering, had to wait until Christ

had time tot prayer. "The servant is

noft greater than his Lord." (John 15:

—8—



20.) If Christ let other duties wait,
should not you? Should not I?

Essential to Faithfulness.—We are
chosen and ordained by Christ to bear
fruit, and we can accomplish this service
acceptably only through prayer. " I have
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye
Should ga and hring forth fruit, and that
your fruit should remain: that whatso-
ever ye &hall ask of the Father in my
name, he may give it you." (John 15:
16.) Should we not be afraid to neglect
such a calling? "God forbid that I

should sin against the Lord in ceasing to
pray." (1 Sam. 12: 23.) '

Prayer and Oood Works.—God's word
teaches that every believer in Christ may
accormplish through prayer the works of
Christ, and eyen greater works. "He
that believeth on me, the works that I do
shall he do also; and greater works than
these shall he do. . . . And whatso-
ever ye shall ask in my name, that will

I do. . . . If ye shall ask anything in

my name, I will do it." (John 14: 12-14.)

We should first by waiting on God learn
what is our special service. " Show me
thy ways, Lord; teach me thy paths:
. . . for . on thee do I wait all

the day." (Ps. 25: 4, 5.) And then we
should obtain power for this service
through prayer. (Acts 1: 8.)

Knowledge Essential.—Paul says: " I

will pray with the understanding also."

(1 Cor. 14: 15.) It takes knowledge of

the word of Grod to possess faith. " So
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearr

ing by the word of God." (Rom. 10: 17.1

As we find that our prayers coincide with
the scriptural laws of prayer, we know

_9— »
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that we are heard. "And this is the con-

fidence that we have in him, that, if we
ask anjrthing according to his will, he
heareth us: and If we know that he hear
US, whatsoever we ask,, we know that we
have the petitions that we desired of
him." (1 John 5: 14, 15.) Unaccounta-

:
ble delay should only make us more bold.

\ Joseph knew what God would do for him

.

(Gen. 37: 5-9), but his faith liad to Te
tried with prison life. " Whose feet they
hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron:
until the time that his word 6am^: the
word of the Lord tried him." (Ps. 105:
18, 19.)

Prayer Must Be in the /8piri*.^3hrist
says: "God is a Spirit: and they
that warship him must -worship him in
spirit." (John 4: 24.) Paul says: "I
will pray with the spirit." (1 Cor.' 14:

15.) We have access unto the Father
through Christ in the Holy Spirit. (Eph.
2: 18.0 "The Spirit also helpeth our
infirmities: for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought." (Roi&r
8: 26.) We should ask God to fill our
lives with His Spirit, and to give us suf-

ficient grace not to grieve or quench
• Him, so that, He can register upon our
hearts the prayers we sho'uld make to

God. This is the prayer that comes from
abiding in Him. " If ye abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what
ye will, and it shall be done unto you."
(John 15: 7.)

This is an illustration of prayer in the
Spirit. Mr. Thomas L. Harnsberger^ a
Union Thealogii^l Seininary student,

prayed during his first year in the semi-
nary that God^ would give him at least
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fifty souls during his sununer's work. JHe

came to Horton, W. Va., and took charge
of a Presbyterian Church of thirty-seven
members. To make faltb perfect by
works, he organized a personal workers'
class of thirteen women, and each woman
prayed and worked for five souls. At the
close of the summer there were sixty-five c

conversions, "Tlnd over fifty of this num-
ber came into the Presbyterian Church.
Meal Prayer is Costly.—^Moses could not

come boldly to GrOd for the children of
Israel without offering to give himself an
atonement for them. " Yet now, if thou
wilt- forgive their sin— ; and if not, blot

me, I pray thee, out of thy b(K>k which
thou hast written." (Ex. 32: 32.) We can
never ask God to turn the hearts of oth-.

ers to make any surrender greater than
what we have made ourselves. If we do,

our prayer is hypocritical. , If our prayers
are falling to be answered, and we know
that they are offered according to His
will, nothing is wrong with God, but
we are hindering the prayer by allowing
in our lives something not pleasing in His
sight. Possibly we have neglected a serv-

ice (James 2: 14), or we may not have
forgiven some offense (Mark . 11 : 25, 26 )

.

True intercessors must ever keep in the

vanguard, in the army of the servants
of the Lord, concerning consecration.

They must be those always efring on the

safe side. "All things are lawful unto'
me, but all things are not expedient." (1

Cor. 6: 12.) "Search me, Gtod, and
know my heart; and see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the

way everlasting." (Ps. ' 139 : 23, 24.

)

In Christ's Name.—Six times the Sa-

: " ; . ^11—



Tipr says In His last words to His dlsci-

plps, Ask in my name. "Whatsoever ye
^

shall ask in my name, that will I do, that
1 the Father may he glorified in the Son."

(5ohn 14: 13.) Dr. Wilbert White says:
" Christ's name involves asking for what
He has authorized, that it may he used in
His interest."

Real Desire Essential.—"And ye shall
seek me, and find me, when ye shall search
for me with all your heart." ( Jer. 29: 13.)

To seek Grod with all the heart, our
thoughts should constantly be fastened to
Him; therefore we should ask Him to
fulfill His promise to bring our thoughts
into obedience to Christ. " For the
weapons of our warfare are ...
mighty through God to the pulling down
of strongholds, casting down imagina-
tions, . . . and bringing into captiv-
ity every thought to the obedience of
Christ." (2 Cor. 10: 4, 5.)

|

f Conflict Essential.—Jacob did not win
his blessing without fighting for It. "I
will not lei\ thee go, except thou bless me."
(Gten. 32: 26.) Paul says: "I would that

ye knew what great conflict I have for

you." (Col. 2: 1.) Our conflict in prayer
is " against principalities, against powers,

against the rulers of the darkness of this

world.'^ (Eph. 6: 12.)

We are told to put on the whole armor
of God so as to resist the wiles of the
devil (Eph. 6), and then to be "pray-
ing always with all prayer and supplicar
tion in the Spirit, and watching there-

unto with all perseverance and supplica-
tion for all saints" (verse 18). Shall we
not, after knowing and obeying the laws

. —12—



of prayer, continue praying until we con-
quer? \.

"Now thanks be unto dod, which al^

ways causeth us to triumph in Christ."

(2 Cor. 2: 14.) " For all the promises of
God in him are yea, and In him Amen."
(2 Cor. 1: 20.)

A BRIEF SUGGESTIVE LIST OF
TOPICS FOR A PRAYER

,
.

-
BAND. '""'--"

f

I. Pray that every individual present
may realize that the Holy Spirit dwells
in her (1 Cor. 6: 19), and that she yield
wholly her Will to Him and receive a new
conviction of the power of prayer.

II. Pray for each member of the Prayer
Band to become a faithful and intelligent
intercessor. (Claim Rom. 8: 26.)

III7 Pray that this Band may become
instrumental in bringing a great baptism
of the Holy Spirit upon your church, and
be a great factor In building up the Mis-
sionary Society, and all missionary work
in the church, so that the whale church
may become on fire with true love to

Christ. (John 17: 26.)

IV. Pray for the Missionary Society of

your church, name by name, that they
realize and obey their calling to good
works (Eph. 2: 10), and become instru-

mental in extending Christ's kingdom
-both oh the foreign field and here at

home.
V. Pray for your pastor and his wife

—

especially that God fulfill to them 2 Tim.
1: 7, and also that this power from above
come upon the church officers. (Name
them.)

. .
• —13—
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VI. Pray for the pastor and his wife
supported by this church on the foreign
field, for physical, mental, and spiritual
Strength; that they quickly master the
language^^and be the means of multitudes
kno-v^ing Christ; that the home ch^irch
shall ever be faithful to them in financial
support and prayers; that we obey their
desire. (Rom. 15: 30.)

VII. Pray for God to call some one to
the foreign field from your congregation,
some one equipped for such service
(claim Luke 10: 2), and plead "The
King's business required haste" (1 Sam.
21: 8).

VIII. Pray by >name for the different
organizations of your church. Illustra-

tion : The Children's Mission Band, that
impressions be made upon th^e hearts of
the children that nothing shall ev5r ef-

face, (Eccles. 12: 1.)

IX. Pray for your church members to

give as iSod would have them give (claim
Prov. 21: 1), and that they shall see
" that the love of money is the root of all

evil" (1 Tim. 6: 10).

X. Pray for the Spirit to come into
your community, that many souls be won
to Christ. (Luke 11: 13.) Pray for church
members to feel and meet personal re-

sponsibility; that they realize the serlonis-

ness of being their brorther's keeper, as
Ezek..3: 18.

XI. Pray for God to prepare His peo-
pie for a great revival (as in 2 Chron.
29: 36), that they "be clothed with hu-
mility" (1 Pet. 5: 5), so that He can
fulfill Isa. 57: 15. Pray for this revival

to sweep your Presbytery, the Southern

- —14^
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Presbyterian Church, thfe United States,
an 'I the whole world.

XII. Pray for the necessary seven hun-
dred and flftpen workers for the foreign
field, and five thousand native workers, to
come quickly. (Claim Matt. 9: 36-38.)

Pray that we shall speedily be given the
needful one million dollars for foreign
missions. (Claim Phil. 4: 19.) -^

XIII. Pray for God to focus the vision
of His church universal aright, and put
it into her heart to give the youth and
the wealth of the church to the lands
which have never heard his name (claim
Ps. 110: 3), and that those whom ,God
keeps from the foreign field shall recog-
nize that their duty is to evangelize the
home land; that his command, "Go ye-
therefore, and teach all nations" (Matt.
28: 19), be literally obeyed in this gener-

ation.

XIV. Pray for the Missionary Union of
your Presbytery; that God guide and bless

this organization; that God give them a
Woman's, Girls', and Children's Mission-

ary Society and Prayer Band in every
church in the Presbytery; and Mission
Study Classes and Missions in the Sunday
school wherever iteis practical. (Claim
Matt. 7: 11.)

XV. Pray that, from the union of your
Presbytery, God give a laborer for the
harvest from each church, and an aver-
age of one from each society in the Pres-
bytery, and that the hearts of the people
may be -turned to give until there shall

be abundance to send forth the laborers
into the harvest. (Claim Zech. 4:6.)
XVI. Pray for God to especially use the

Presbyterial Visitor of your union, giving

-15^-
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her wisdom and power for, the work
placed in her hands. Ask for her to obey
2 Tim. -2: 15. ?

XVII. Pray for God to "pour out the
spirit of supplication " upon Christians

everywhere, but especially in your Pres-
bytery, that it shall never be said of you:
" Ye have not, because ye ask not."

(James 4: 2.)

* -,

Executive Committee, Foreign Miuions

Presbyterian Church. U. S.

Nashville, Tenn.
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