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,
Thb ambition of cknniiieeiiiig over the mind, ift one

oif the strongest passions. A theologian, amissionary,
or a partisan of any description, is always for con-
quering like a prinde, and there are many more sects

than m«:e are sovereigns in, the world. To vi^iose

guidance shall I submit my mind? Must I. be a
Christian, because I happened to be bom in London,
Or in Madrid? Must! be a Mu8sulmaii,.'because I
was bom iu; Turk^? As it is myself alone that Z
ought to consult, the choice of a relincm is my greatest

interest.^ One man adores God by Msdiomet, anodier
by the Grand Lama, and another by the Pope. Weak
and foolish men ! adore God by your own reason.

The stupid indolence which takes possession of the

generality of men, and sets aside this most important
of all concerns, seems to intimate to us that they are

nothing but stupid machines, endowed with animal
functions, whose instinct never occupies itself beyond
the present, mometit. We make use of our under^

standings in the same way as we use our bodies ; botb
are frequentiiy abandoned, to quacks, whose cluef con-

fcni is to get possession of our money.

,

V The prodigious multitude of Christian sects already

forms a great presumption that they are all founded oa>

erroneous systems. The wise man says to himself

:

"If God had intended us to render him any particular!

worship, this worship would have been necessary to

our species. If this worship were necessary, he him-
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self would have communicated it to each of us, as in-

variably as he has given us two eyes and one mouth."
This worship would likewise have been uniform, since

we have not been ^bl^ |o.di^Ofe^^i|y thing necessary

to the human raoel tiM di«^ i#tpossess this uni-

formity. The universal principle ofreason are common
to all civilized nations ; all acknowledge a Deity ; and
they may thence infefj^^fSTtiift belief is founded in

truth. But each nation has a different religion} they

ought, therefore, to conclude, that reason. tells tbem
fio»«ck»rc^ft €k^V hut i^ ihef h<it^ iMiifehniT Alien

iflf© ifcr*w# by ^Isfefi^ to overstep ntk bounds pre^

The^4ic|pfi$f th^rid Whidi €&^6)e:i!ltfi^^^ li

i* ag^eenient, etppeatr^ W he ttvter; other priticJpJes

Wh^Se coi!i8equehees are diaBtt^ically bp^c^Jfe must
stp^peif to be MsiCi and if is dirtur^l fbi" u$ to^ tnlSftfUst

tb^HEl. We have a «ilF ^ieattei* dMSdence w*ierf w«b

fitt^th^ l!)i^ sole aidi ef those ^ iM bead df e«cfi

sei6* iis §b dc^ftineer and eiiriieb lihemsefves as mucb^
they can J ah^that ffomt^e OatrlsW J^n le flfe*

Bi^Op ef iteme, tfitey are oecupifed'to r^tt^hg to the:

Pontiff a thi^one fetrttded on the misery of^ tjfee pfeo]^,-

iWd oft^n oeH«BBted' with- theif blood. '

Lei the Japanese, then, fexathinef hoW long tfee

DiEHiis'have held them iwsubgeetioR; let the Tartars makef

«9e^ their YeasOn in- oirder to .fwdge whether thfrGrand
li^rtAarbe imfmortal; givetheTiirkspermissibBFto jik%e
theii* Aieei^n, ^d 1^ US', as Christrans, ^aiififne crttt

I h^leih^ «ha«% f%ftcl^ Vifea^ 'of^
John Meslier, who died a short time siiice, prayetfbrrf

Ws^ (leath-ibed ttert: God would for^e hkn for having

tir«^t Christianity. I have deeil a VinJaf iti' Dorset-,

shn« relinquish a Irving of ,;£200.a year, atnd cohfe^^

to his parishioners, that his conscience wduW not pter-

mit him to preach the shocking absiircftties of tti^

Ghristians. But neither the will or tesfement of Jdturt

riV-^.-j.ii'aJ^^iT^riS^Jt^^mLii^-^lU'Jf^i '
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Meslier, nor tbedeclaration ofthis worthy Vicar, are what
I consider decisive proofs. Uriel Acosta, a Jew, pub-
licly renounced the Old Testament in Amsterdam

;

however, I pay no more attention to the Jew Acosta
than to JParson Meslier. I will read the ailments on
both sides of the trial, with careful attention, not suf-

fering the lawyers to tamper with me ; but will weigh,

before God, the reasons of both parties, and decide

according to my conscience*; I commence by being

my own instructor. ;:

Note bt thb BDiToa.—Some passages have been omitted in

the translation of this work, not because they were too strong for in-

sertion, but because tbey were not to thejKunt in the general style

of the writings in the Deist. ^^ '^ f y^

-. *ri'irf'*«v*r-*- Wf*»iVl ^*M' '1?^** ^'^'""' ' '* 'i.*^

tJ^s?!
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:

CftRi^iANiTY U founded (HI Jud^m ; liit «ii^

then, examine if Judaism be the work of/God. Tko
books of llloses are handed to oae, and the first pmnt
i bayejo ascertain is, whether or not these boo^ iraNI:

actually written, by Moses. ^{^^ , ...^ j^jf v^mji^

In the first place* Is it pQsiMole that Moses coidd^
have engrayen, the Pentateuch, or the boojcs of the
law, on, stone, and that he found, engnireis^imd stone^

culiterB in a frighti^ wilderness, j^We,; it is 8ai<^ that
his peo^e had o^^ther tailors,,8hp^ina|ers, nM^Q^dt* n^f
bread, apd where God was comp^tied to vrfN^kii i«p^^

tinued miraele, for the space of &ntyy^mt ip qri^i
to clothe and feed them ?

Secondly. The book of Joshua tells us that Deu-
teronomy was written on an ahar-of rough sto|i^ coii^:

vered Over with plaster. How could a whole book be
written on plaster? Would npt the letters soon be
e£&ced by the blood which continually flowed on this

altar ? And how cou}d this altar, this monument of
Deuteronomy, subaust so long, in a country where the
J«ws had been such a length of time induced tea
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^tate of slavery, which their plunders had so fully

justified ?

*

«^ Thirdly. The innumeral^ geographical «ud chrono-
logical errors and contradictions which we find in the
Pentateuch, have compelled many, both Jewsand Chris-

tians,H^ ^^Hsim^'tMMfeDll|(^h[0#ilVli(^f have
been written by Moses. The learned Le Clerc, a

number of divines, even Qj|r great Newton, have em-
braced this opinion, which appears, at least, very pro-

bable. >^ ....,,. ^, V «_.^=^
I likewise ask any reasonable man, if it be at all

likely that Moses, w^er)., bq^s in the wilderness,

would have given prec^ts' K)t'Jewish kings, who did

not exist for several centuries after him ; and if it be
possible that, wfi^' Ih tfi^^aitte wfldetness, he could

have allotted ibrty-eight cities and their suburbs to the

tn%e^^ ^'iieviWmohe^, iii^^n'cl^ir^f tliiB^ tien^hs

\vhfch ifehe other tl^i»^ bt^^ %' jpa^ #ie^ It iB|

douMIessi very nahinrl'td^uppps^tlA^fef^F^^pFiests w«»i!»^

layfiiM df ^ery^ thing, biit We^:^^aii«ot itt^g^

they had forty-eight, qities gfven^#i€fjii,' in a titti^^i^^

tofif #hei^^ Hi^ 1ti^i%a>^h,^ge^ d^re% eicisfkl:

as^mahf citiis 'iroidd, «it l^jety have'li^il^ necessary fer

each^ftfafe 6thfer-J(^i4*sh tribesj ate«i>«fie #h<Jte i^owW
have ^nliM)tyd to f(:^r'^rti^ hiiS yghty cities wi#f
tbeiP wrtNJHtlsi^^^ TO fldl wiilttteft^tlieirihrislqjy

in any 4iti)^iftahT^r^i''^EAch traif y a i«kfi«^iJo*r8 Wyptifi

bole; a siapid Ms^odd, or an «i»*d fift^te. "nily ' ^. mmh hssi hum sdioh oi

-^^(1 indi m S&t Budedt Id iooil &dy : .-^Ibaoo^g

sci «oo8 «i^3i>l ^^-^j^Wi-&'^4T ^^^^8«^ ^*o fryMhw

mb'mi brjwofl \dimJimm9'n'kihFy' hocM mis v<f bs^ft?*

•^^Mhere ever sticH a pei^dli ^s'Mdses?. Ther^llt

scPtech I5f prodigy f|i htm Jro^' his (Had^^ 16 ^s
death7 that he appears to be aii Imaginary personage
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like our magician Merlin. If he had really existed^ if

hie had performed the dreadful miracles attributed tobtai

in £gypt» would it have been possible that no Egyptian
author should have spoken of these miracles, and that

the Greeks^ the lovers of the marvellous, had Dot
lecordtd' a single word respecting him ? flavius Jose^

•phus, who, to extol his despicable nation, seeks after

the testimony of the Egyptian authors who have spo-

ken of the Jews, has not the face to quote one tbat

makes mention (^ the prodigies of Moses. Is not

this universal silence a proof that Moses is only a febu-

:!k>us personage ? -^

4.^ Those who have paid any attention to antiquity,

know that the ancient Arabs invented many lables,

whicb succeeding ag^ made known to other nations.

They had imagined the history of ancient Bacchus,

whoDi they suppose to have livedlong anterior to the time

when the Jews tell us their Moses made bis appear-

ance. This Bacchus, or Back, who was bom in Ara-
bia^ had written ' his laws on two tables of stone ;*he

was called Misem ; a name which has some resem-

blance to that of Moses ; he wad picked up in a box
on ^e waters, and <be signification of his name is,

" saved from the waters ;** he had a rod wi^ wbidi he
perfo^ed miracles, and he cbuld change his rod into

8^ serpent at hii own pleasure. This same Misem
passed the Red Sea dry shod at the head of his army ;

he divided the viNkters of Orontes and Hyds^pus, and
suspended them to the right and left, and a fiery co-

lumn lighted his army during the night.; Tlie ancient

Orphic verises which were sung in the orgies of Bac-

chus, celebrated a part of these extravagancies. This

feble was so ancient, that -the fathers of the <Jhurch

believed Misem or Bacchus to have been Noah.*

¥ • 9.1 i

^.i^^ W»l«m«t observe that BacchiM wiss koown in l^ypt* Mjtim,
Afia Minor* aod Greece^ a long while before any natiMi ivuljMeafci

. the name of M<Mes, or even of No^ and the whole of hit. g«fiau»
logjr. Every thing that belonged tixeloaivfiy to the /e«ri»H mtit*
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IFIhiEthe Jews ^sdopled tlit»

fMe, and thstf it WdS written d»s(;ioa as they faad'ob^

tained some knowledge of ikersture uiftder ^jeir kings^

They must haT€ a lilfle cf^ marre^lous as wdi a»
€}ther people, bot they Wew ndr^e inveBtors ; nefwt^

w^ there a petty natibtitnore stupid; i&\ tbehr ialsi9>

hoods were plagiarisiBs ; and att their cepemonies were
visibly performed ilB imitation' ^f those of the Phoenix

tiafis, Assyrians, and Egyptians.

What they themselves have added appear tOt Be
^uch disgusting stupidities and absurdities, that they

excite both Our indignation and pity. In what ridici*-

Hjhs rbmande could we bear to hear'of a man changing
all the waters itito blood by a flourish of his rod, m thfe

name of a God unknown, while the magicia«s eaai do
the same thitfg in the name of their kcal deiti^?
The only ^Fperiority that Mose^obtainsover the kiut

magkiiaiM is, bi ereating lice, whicfe* they weng uflaf

to peffofm. This made a great fwince say, that as f»
ds lice were coneeTned, the Jews could do' m€»e ihgtti

sll the m^cians in tfee world. - '

"

How did an adgei of the Lord- Coe^ atrd kUl a^ft ^Se

<*atlle in %yp* ? Rotv did it happen tha* the king df
Egypt had afterwards an army of cav*lry^^ And now^ the cavalry proceed to cross the mndd^ bdttcvm^^^f

the Red Sea ? How did the same angd of the Lofid

slay all the ftrst-born of the Egyptians in a single

!%ht ? It was then that the pretended Moses ot^ht to

have taken possession of this beautilut country, instead

^»*^v-*.;--l»'

' iDgs, was abMttttely ttiilcnoi«4l»^ to both Ea8t(<rfi and Wtst^ru tft-

tioiu^ from t|e name,ef AdttQ} to that of Dwfid. . ' 4.

The wretched Jeipe had thtir own cbcoi^ologj^ aad fables apaK,
wiiicb~ bore only a slight resemblance to tboVe of other natipnis.

Their writers^ vho were irerj tardy in commeacing their labour,
ransacked every thing they could find iimoDg theirneighbours, and

niKiigiuiiSCt their tbl^ very badly ;^^ witnefsfr th(e Mtke^ Mmn, bw-
tfilWt'#owfihAt «f BMeKvij n^r ri4lie«li»a» Sattps^ft fren^ tftat

^9e*ik\^, J^thtfal^ dlMgfater fion» ipbigenwh^ Lof»^ wife hiti-



. ^. ^;,^ ._, _,^ ,^,
. . - ,

^

-?5;,r*,>

. ^ ruimiuig Aimy like » i3oward#]|4 a Viaga^p^d^ wiith

•jtWQ 0? tt^ miUiaa§^ «JeB» ftflaong whfHii it is ^^4

\ ^t^t^^ Xt was this prp4igioup muUitude that h^
4Q9k wilb^Jbtm ito wA^der ju)d die |i» tjie wildprn€!»9,

wbi^re^t^ejr could not evep fiiKi , water to dnidL. JT^
^ciUtate <^is graQc^ expeditions his Qpd -divides |^
watcys^ the «(3m wbighhe raises like tivQ iBpuntaius

tp Uie rigbft and leiit, iii order that his favourite people

Q^ay perish with hiioger aodthirstv

^>4li the isest of the history of Moses is equally ab-

.
^rd' <tnd barbarous. His quails; his m^ua; Im
fM3<wersatioDS with . God ; twenty-^ree thouaaod of
th^ people killed by <wder q( the priests tweuty-feor

thousaiui n^assacred at aoo^iier timei aad six kQudred
aod thirty thousand coajabataots in a wiJ40EQes9 whet^e

th^ could i)ever iiod two l^ousand {sen 1 AssurecUy

; the whole of ttiis appears to be the heigbt.pf «¥trav9r
~ ^mce ; aad it has been said, that Orlando Furio^and
Don QuijKotem^geometrical books in cQtnpaivson with
those of ; die Hebrews. If we icould fiod oip^y . a feii^

rational and honest actions in the iable of Moses, Wd
iajghl tbeo m reality believe that such a person had
existed.

Tfiey have the face to tell us, that the feast of the

Passover among the Jews, is a.proof of the passage of

the Red Sea. At tJiis feast they thanked the Jewish
'. God for his goodness in killing all the first-born of

Egypt ; and they tell ii^, ^t nothing could be^more
true than this holy and divine butchery.

^-fiau jijKex^onceive,^' .says that declaiiiaer and ^^i^ing^

reasoner) Abbadie, " that it was possible for Moses to

I piSitiXute sejasible memorise of an event, reQC%nized ta

be ^Qse bymore than six hundred llibusaxMl witnesses^l*

PpQr man I ;thou .^uldst have said by more thao twa
p^Qioos of s^ituesses^ for six hundred and thi^^" fhqu-

^f^ndxembatants, whether they, wese fugitives .Qi;.|:^Qt9

assuredly lead us to suppdse that there were BOpre ihim

t)#o QOLillions cf ii^iabitafltis. Thou sayest, fh^j liiat
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Moses read his Pentateuch to two or three millions trf"

jews. Thou believest, iikewise^ that thes^ two or

/three nailUons would have written against Moses if

they iiad discovered any errors in his Pentateudtj and
that thiey woiUd have had their remarks inserted in- the

Journals of the country. Thou hast fei^ot nothing,

except telling us that these three niillions have signed

ip witnesses, and that thou hast seen their signature.

Thou believest, then, that the temples and rites in-

stituted in honour of Bacchus, Hercules, and Persius,

«ridently prove that Persius, Hercules, and Bacchus,

were the sons of Jupiter ; and that among the Romans,
the temple of Castor and Pollux was a demonstration

that Castor and Pollux had fought for the Ronaans.

Thus fhey always beg the question ; and in matters of
the greatest importance to the human race, these €0n«
troversial traffickers make use of arguments that Lady
Blackacre durst not hazard on the stage.

We see that these tales have been written by fools,

commented upon by simpletons, taught by knaves,

and given to children to be learned by heart ; yet the

«age is called a blasphemer because he becomes indig-

fiant, and is irritat^ at the most abominable fooleries

that ever disgraced human nature. ~-

-£^*y.%4^ *%..4,:-|iR iii «.. '
-':. *; ^-;.' .; .^ ^~ •

iv-a.
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^ bf THE INSPntAnON ATnUBUTED TO THE JEWISH BOOKS. 4

' Row can we suppose that God wo(2id choo9^ a
horde of Arabs to h^ his favourite people, and that he
would arm this horde against all cikntr nations ? And
why, when fighting at the head of them, did he«6
frequently suffer his people to be vanquished iud'ti)

become slaves ?

' &i^Tin|[ tj^i^ lawS) why did lie ^igetto iocuikate



«aiODg this little troop of thieves, the belief idfithe

^Immortality of the soul, and the rewards aiid punlsfi^

.fiients after death,^ while all the great neighboetritig^^jit>

%ions, sueh as the Chaldeans, Egyptians, Asdyriany^

mid Phcemcians, had so long embraced thisi^ikary
belief? %

' Is it possible that, God should explain to the Jews
the manner of going to the privy in the wildt^Yiessi*

and hide from them the dogma of a future life.

^' Herodotus tells us, that the famous temple of Tyre,
;was built two thousand three hundred years before his

tinae ; and they say, that Mosies conducted his troop

in the desert, about sixteen hundred years before our
«BfB«? Herodotus wrote five hundred years before the

Vulgar ^era, so that the temple of the Phoenicians sub-

^ listed twelve hundred years before Moses, and Ihe

Phoenician religion was established long before th^tt

. time.- -^-'^

Z0

xif

•
^ This is the strongest argument agaiast the Jewish law, and,

.vhich the great Bolingbi'oke did not sufficientljr iosi^.iipfw.

; What! The legislators of the Injiiuns, Egyptians, Babylonians,

Crreeks, and Romans, all tabight the immertality of the soul, w'hx^
we find in twenty places even in Homer, and yet the pretended

: JMbses does not speak of it ? Not a single word is said of it eitb^,
in the Jewish Decalogue or in the Pentateuch. . r ,,

It became necessary for commentators, who were ^ther very

, ignorant, or more inclined to knavery than folly, to twist some
> pMiages of Job, who was not a Jew, in order to make itb^ievedl^
;> men more ignorant than themselves, thai; J<>b 1>^. ^P*^^'^ of •
Ifatare Ufe, because he said, ** For I know that my Redee^ier
' livrth, and though after my skin worms destroy this body» yet in

my «^ shall I see God.'*—Job^ix. 25. Illiit dntfiectwiti ii

tliere, I pray yon, between a sick man, who is su^feiiiig in hopea;^
- I^dng c,ttve4 «nd the iflBBiertafity of the soaI« ^lij«od parMise?

If Warburtmi had contented himself witb provjng . tluM| thf

f Jewish law did not mention a ibture Hfe, he wbiild haVe i|pBd^!red^*4

ii«fy great service. Rifc by the most inooittpreiheiwible^niadhfess,

.Bewwbed to have it bdiered diat the stupidity of; theptttafeeo^

iwaj| j^xo^f of ity dignity, and Ma exGessive* pi^ Bupportedytl^
chiinera #itb the most intolerant'insolence. .. :,,\

* Swift said, that according to the Pentateuch, 43od liad>]seB

AMte cavt of the Jews* Inod^r parts than hkf&i of their sbitli^

\'vr<-}^.-.:.i:,->^^it£i^^--^-ir.^iridtii^:'-y.'ji-ii^SpSSEAlij.' 1
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M/riiis leligioQ, as well as. that ^ the Chal<ieaa«( ^04
j^yptiaos, aanounqed the imiBortatity of the ^Q^l3

jirj^ic^ was tiev€^ ^ tod^m^ntal dogina mth tfa^ ;J€iWS.

Wif^'juve told that they weFe a rade people, «nd jtiaat

<«(^:jittt4iim8elfupoa;a level with them. With
whom ? Jewish robbers ! God more stupid than iUf

l>eople! Is nc^ this blasphemy ? ^i^i,^ ^^

^«^^iR^0 IS THE AinHOR OF THE PENTATEUCH f

*:fM kM asked, who is the author of the Peptateiich ^
^

i ilvuld as sooo be asbed who wrote the Four Sous of
Aimon, Robert the Deyil^ and the history of MerliflL

the magician.

Sir Isaac Newton, who so far degraded himself ms

to examine this question serioui^y, pret^ids that

Samuel wrote these reveries, apparendy to render the
same of king odious to the Jewish horde, whom this

detestable priest wished to govern by himself^ I sm
of -opinion m^^elf, that the Jews could neither read

nor write, till the time of their captivity under the

ChaldeaQs, because their letters were first Chaldaic^

aod adefwards Syriac. We have never had ao a]|^ih»-

bet purely Hebraic. -^

I ikncy that Esdras forged vSi these takts of a tub

after the 4;aptivi4y. He w]K)te them in Chaldean cha-.

tmcten in the jangon of the country, 4a the saoie imy
as ihe peasantry <3f the Noi^ of iii^atid «iaiBe aas o^.

4>e English alphabet. ;.;

Tlie iQtiteaos who inhabited Samana Frolie jSie"
sMiie Pentateuch in PhceniciaB <j»aiacters, f(4iieb tbc^.

made tise of in that couptry, and "diis F^eHtateixih ifi^

still extant. |

1Wieve Jeremiah ijjight coatxibut© ^ SOO^AMM



>jj;.;

the €X>Tiipo«iticm of this romance. We know that he
had a strong attaditneiSt to the BabylofliU^icitigs ; it i#
e^dieUt froEftf his thapljodies thattief tras paicHy thet

Babylomafis, amf that he betrayed hia omi cdahtiy ^

h^ i*?sh€d^veiy fbrng^to- yieW to the kittg of Baby^i
The Egyptians wete atthat time eiiemies of the Babft
toniatis, and it was to make bfs cofM to the great ISiig^'

who was master of Hershalaim Kedtisha, called by ua

Jerusalem, which tb%d% Jeremiah and £$dras con^r^ *

to instil into the J^ws such an horror for the £^r|^
tians. They took care to say nothing about the pe<y.

pie of the Euphrates. They are slaves that keep w^n
good terms with their masters^ They confess, indeed,

that the Jewish hfOn^ has almost allvays been enslaved,

biit they respect tho^ t& whom they were then in

sati^etftion.

Wbether or not any other Jews have written the feats

and tricks of their kings^, is^ a matter as ui^impc^tintto

me, as^ the History of the Knights^pf tlie Romad Table

;

atiid tb* Twelve Peets of Charlemagne ; and I^cy •

ihd niOst useless of all reseair^es must be that of ^dk
>tfgout th€f name of the author of a ridiculous book^

^ Wb« first wrote the histories of Jupiter, Neptone^
^bd jPhMo? I do not know^ nor d> I care about

Vr^fWiiigit.
^

fi;i

.
.-.
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TKiT IHE JEWS HA,VE BORROWED AH. FlUAf OTKDt lUTiOlSC

I* has frequently' been said, that petty eflslat^

dtaltei? 'i#way« end^vottr to httPtate theficifballenrj ths*

a weak and uncivilized people rudely conform toi'^
«M^dn» of g^eat nal^ns. Cornwall apes^ L6i»^n,
London does not ape Cornwall. Can any Aitag^be

more natural than the suppoartioh, that the Jews qave
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1W THK lanPORTAST iK[AiffifAf^
borrowed what they could of the religious wcH^hip,

||ws, and customs of their Beigfabour» ?

#:flt is now ijuite certain, that their God whom we
calii Jehovah, pronounced by them Yahoy was the in-

efiable name of the God of the Phoenicians and Egyp-
tians; and was known to be so by the ancients.

Clemens Alexandrinus, in the first book of bis

Stromates, relates, that those who entered the Egyp-
tian temples, were compelled to carry a species of talis*

man about,them, which was ccmdposed of this word
Yaho ; and when they had acquired a certain method
ofpronouncing this word, be who heard it fell down dead,

or at least into a swoon. This i^what the jugglers of
the temple endeavoured to persuade the superstitious.

:m It is well known that the form of the serpent, the

cherubims, the ceremony of the red cow, ablutions,

since cialled baptism j linen robes reserved for the priests,

jfostings, abstinence from pork and other meats, and
jcircumcision, were all imitations of the Egyptians.
-3 The Jews confess that they were a long time with-

out a temple, and tbat they had none for more than

five hundred years after Moses, according to their own
chronology, which isalways erroneous. At length they

invaded a small city» in which they built a temple in

imitation of great nations. What had they before

t

A box. This was customary among the Nomades,
and the Ganaanites of the interior, who were very

poor. There was an ancient tradition among the Jews,
that when, they were Nomades; that is to say, wan*
derers in the deserts of Arabia Petrea, they carried a
box containing a rude image of a god named Remphan,
.or a species of star, cut out in wood. You will find

traces of this worship in some of the prophets, and
particularly in the pretended: discourse which the
** A<^ of the Apostles'' puts into the mouth of
.Stephen.* .^

Even according to the accounts of the Jews theii**

7 ii, M -i i. -, i.V -*^** .1^ •"-''t**

-> ^fcf-^i^--"->l^f'--
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^elres, the PhcBQicians, (whom they call Philistines)

^ad the temple of Ds^on, before the Jewi^ troop had
a house. If this were the case^ if all their worship in

vlthe wilderness consisted in having a box to the hpnour
,jjpf the god Remphan^ who was nothing more tKaa a
'^star revered by the Arabs, it is clear, that the Jews in

1 1their origin were only a baud of wandering Arabs,

^whose pillaging enabled them to establish thejnselves in

-jiPalestine, who afterwards formed aj^ligion to their own
.^^^'tastev and who (x>mposed a history containing nothing

iibut fables. They took a part of the &ble of the . an-

cient Bfick or Bacchus, and gave their hero the name
||of.Moses ; but that we should revere these febles, tliat

4ive should have; made them the basis of our religion,

pmd t^t these fables should still be credited in a philo-

^sophical age, is what raises the indignation of all wise

.!^men. The Christian church sings Jewish prayers,

;iimd bums thcHse that adhere to theJew^h law ! How
^|)itiful, how contradictory, and how horrible !

:i.:
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^I»3t.ii6it natural to suppose that a petty ignorant fse^
pie iipould in the course of time, borrow the fables of

the great people who invented the arts? .f^kmlM'
itiiilt Was likewise a received opinion in Asia, that God
had fl)rmed, the world in six periocb^ of time, which
the Chaldeans who were so long anterior to the Jews,

called ^x gahamhars. This was sdso an opinion of

the ancient Indians. The Jews, then,who wrote Gene-
sis, aremerely imitators ; they mixed their own absurdi-

ties with these fables, and we must confess, it is di^
•^uitforusto abstain from laughter, when we hear of

a serpent talking familiarly with Eve ; of God speaking

to the serpent; of God's promenade in the garden of

Eden at noon>day ; of God making smEill-clothes for

Adaqa, and an apron Ibr his wife Eve. All the rest

appears equally senseless. Many Jews themselves are

ashamed oS these tales, and they have been considered

hy them as allegorical fables. How can we interpret,

literally what the Jews have regarded as allegories ? /t

* Neither the histories of Judges, Kings, nor any oif

the Prophets qugte a si ngle passage of Genesis. None
of them have spoken of Adam's rib being taken from

his side, to make a woman of; nor of the tree of know-
ledge of good and evil; nor of the serpent that tempt-
ed Eve; nor of original $in ; nor,' in short, of any of

these imaginations. Once more ; > have we any rational

tnptivesjfor believing them? . -^^f Li.,. v;t*ii, ' *^

VT^pir ^f^apsodies demonstrate that diey have pil-

lared all their notions fronoi the Phoenicians, Chaldeans,

and Egyptians, in the same way as they pilfered their

goods, when they had it in their power. Even thepam?
of Jsi^l was borrowed fiioin the .Chaldeans, as Philo

CQ^fiesses in the first page of the narrative of hi» 4^pil-r

t^tiqn to Caligula. These are his word^ *^ tht^ Chair

^§^8|fiyp to the rigbt^us tb^ ndm<^ -pf lo^i f^ng
- God.'* YjCt w<? pre such simplfitqns in the Wfa^t, a^
tplpncy th^t 4^v^y ^hipg which these Eastern l^b^
riiLns had stolen l>ejpnged exclusively fp theinselv^. /^i

-^ -'-a.-j^ Ji=^..-(i :*>i.jfoi*iii^wfe''ji<-/-'
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If we pass from Jewish fables to Jewish maiiaeFs«

do we not find them as abominable as their tales are
absurd ? Accor^g to dietii' own confession^ tliey ar^

a tro^ of brigandsr who carry into the wilderii:ess all

that they stole fronti the Egyptians.,^ -Joshtia, theii^

chiefr passes the Jordatt by a miracle similar to that of
the Rc^ Sea^ and for why ? To ptit lire and sWord tor

a city he was ail entu^ stranger to, the wikU» of whictt

God caused to fell by the sound of truitipets.^ avi

Ti^ faldes of the Greeks had moiie of huiBanityift

themw Amphton buitt cities by the sound of his

flute ; Joshua destroys them^ and gives up to fire sm^
sword, old men, womieo, childreov andeat^. Wm
there ev^* a more senseless brut^ity? He pai^n^
only a prostitute who had betrey^ her couutry.
What occasion had be ior the per6dy of this miseratble

woman, since the walls fell at the sound of his trumpet,

which may be compared to the trumpet of Astolphus,
that made every body run away from him ? We must
remark, by the bye, that this woman called Rahab, the

prostitute, was an ancestor of the Jew whom we have
since tranfformed into a God, who lil^wise reckons
himself a descendant of the incestuous Tamar, the

impucbnt Ruth, and fhe adulterous Bafh^ba*
- We are then told, thai this same Joshua smote tbirl^^l

oner kines of tlie country, that is tO say^ iMrt^pt^cmffi'

viliege chiefs,, who had defeiided their fiie^ide^agaiiMt

this tioop of assasshis. If the author of this history^

had formed a design of rendering tbe JeWs eie&Mtf
among other nations, could heha^ adcfited a sorsr
ntethdd^ Td add blaspbeoiy tonobbeiyandbarbatifty,

the author dares say, that all these abominatiooa werb^

comnutted is thename ancl b)^ t^d -eiipfeas aorttmai^d '.t,'
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of God, to whom they were offered up as so many
human sacrifices.

These are God's people! G«rtainly the Hurons,
Canadians, and Iroquois were philosophers of huma-
nity, compared to the chaidreD' of Israel ; and yet it

was to favour these monsters, that the sun and moon
stood still at noon-day ! And for why ? To give

them time to pursue and slay the ; miserable Ammo-
rites, who were already cfoashed to death by a shower
of great stones, coverjnga spaceof five leagues, which

God had thrown- upon tthem from the sky. Is thisthe

history of Gargantua ? Is this the history ofGod's peo-

ple? And which do we find the~most iDsupportable;

the excess of horror, or the excess of, foolery, con-
tinued therein?'- Is it not increasing this stupidity, tor

amuse ourselv^ by combating this detestable collec-

tion of fables, which are ^ually disgraceful to com-
mon sense, to' virtue, to nature, and to the Deity?

If a single adventure, related of this people, had un-

fortunatelv been true, all nations would have united

to exterminate them; and if they be false, it is not

possible to tell lies in a more stupid manner/.sot> t*#W

;<*di\iMlKif'^'feite ^^UA^p'i'Vnif ^>{;cl-aril^.j;3l:iawii?s-t

af»f**l»tJONTmUATK)N OF THE MANNERS OF THE .^WS; 'Vmt

* What shall we say of a Jephthah, who immolates

hisiiOwn daughter to his imaginary God, of the left-

handed Ehud, who aissassinates^ Eglon his king, in the

name of the Lord ; x>f the divine Jael, who, assas-

sinates General Sisera, by driving a nail into bis head ;

and of the drunken Sampson^ i whoiQ^^God favours with'

so many miracles ? \
:lf n :'^r'<*!ii:; ^^^'

;^This lasti. is a gross imitationf i^^'tfae fable c^

Hercules. dJ Hi* t^; >fii

b Shall we speak of a Levite, who' brings his concu*3

»;-.*''•
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belonged to the tribe of Benjamin ; and behold, fhe

Benjamites wish to commit sodomy with this * vile

priest, in the saffie w^ as the Sodomites wished to

violate the angels.* * The Levite makes an afraBg^-

ment, andiEtbandons his mistress or concul^eto thetH ;

they abuse her all night, and the hiext morning she
dies. This Levite takes his knife, and cuts his coneii.

biiie into twelve pieces,' (a thing not veiy Easily done)
afid thence arises a civil war. ^ ^ m< u

The eleven tribes arm four hundred thou^fflPdii^

diers, against the tribe of Benjamin. Four hundred
thousand soldiers, good God ! in a territory which
did not measure fifteen leagues in length, by five or
six in breadth ! The Grand Seignior never had half

such an army. These Israelites exterminate the tribe

of Benjamin, both old and young, women and giris,

according to their laudable custom. Six hundred boys'

escape. It would liot be proper tb let one tribe perish,

therefore six hundred girls, at least, must be given to

tJiese six hundred boys. ^
*i>

r What do the Israelites do ? There wbs in the neig^<-'

bourhood a small city named Jabez ; they takie

.If-

' The illustrious author has forgot to speak of the angels oF
Sodom, yet this article was worthy of his attention. If ever tfaer^

were any abomiuable extravagancies in the Jewish history, that ofi

the angels, whom the magistrates* officers* and boys, of a wh<^.>

city widied absolutely to violate, is so horrible, tfiat it cannot be
paralleled by any heathen fable, and really makes one's hair stand

an end. And yd: they dar« to writea coinmentary on tlrese aboim-^

nable ta les ! And they wish to^^ make youth rekpect tbein ! ^ ioA*
they hare the insoleace to pity the BnnchmaDs oflq^ia^jaiid t|ie}

Magi of Persia, because God bus not revealed these things' to Oiein,;

and because they were not God's people

!

And evoi among ourselves there ttre inuddy souls, so cowardly,'

and so impudent, as to say to us, believe these ii^moss stories

;

believe them, or the wrath of an avenging God shall fall upon
ftsM. ; betiere, or we will persecute you either in the combtoryj or'

in the conclave ; or at the bar ; or in the buvette ! ^ How Jcne^will

knaves make wise men tremble ? . v *. ?*' '''^^ " *^^ ,»,

^ifc^
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Byii#pifefe| kiH; all, ^wsacre evtry tbingi even th<i

cmttle, re^tving only. Ibiir ^ndr(ed girld f fof £^r ^lan-^

^ J? Two htmdred boyfi reOKam to bejwovidfed lbr# add
it magreed^ A^ttb^ shall raVbh two hundmi of the

daughtets <tf Shiloh^ when they go to dance at the
" gates ofthe city !^ : hun^^if^^^f^lUf'HffS'- M
-f! Come on, TiHotson^ Sli«'l6ctr Clafte,^ and the rerft

6f your tribe;; Bay something to justify these catinihal

fables ; prove to us that tbe^ ate all types and %urea
aoBounciag Je^us Chj^istJc! r, .. r. .< v .

trtv.- r*V>nift«f*^ff ' f
'-(! '^!^?^^r '?f*7:f^^^^

,/'.'.• • .../.. .|,.^

91^^JEWISHMANNERS UNDER THEIR KINGS Aim VONTSMO^^ftt
^;^^raEDpsii«jcnoNorjERusAi£^ ; v^

The Jews obtain a king m spite of the priest

^nuel, who does all he can to preserve fei6 usurped^

^Siprity, aiid he has the hardihood to say, that j" tq^

<^obse a king is to reject God. ^'*
'

'

;^

- At length, a herdsman, who sought his father's asses^

is ejected king by lot. The Jews were then under the

ypke ofthe Canaanites ; they had never had a l^inple;

their sap^tuary ,w^ an ark that could be piit into a

J'^jfhe Canaauites had taken their afk from them, at

"vmiqb God was much displease^ ; yet he^ nevertheless,

suffered them tp take it, but to be revenged, be gave
tii6 pks to the conquerors, and sent mice into Cbetr

fields. The victors appeased God by returning fatfl^.

hisark^ ^^cdmpanied with five goldeD mice/
i!>lo vefigeance nor sacrifice could be more worthy of

"

• 1 Sam. vi. 4;-^^- ''^' ^ ^-
".

'^^^'^^ ^^ ' '^'^^
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the Jewisi) <jk>ci. He pardons the Canaatiites, but

kills Bfty thousand and seventy of his own people for

having looked into the ark.* H^ife

'h>4t is under these propitious circumstances that Saul

is elected king,of the Jews. In their miserable eoui^
try there was neither sword nor spear ; the Canaanit^
©r Philistines did not permit their Jewish slaves even
to sharpen their plough-shares and axes; they were
forced to apply to tlie Philistine labourers ^r this as-

sistanee ;f and yet we are told that king Saul had, at

first, an army of three hundred thousand men, with

whom he gained a great battle.* Our Gulliver has
similar fables, but ncA such contradictions. ife*

; In another battle Saul comes to terms with the pre^-

ti^iided king Agag. The prophet Samuel arrives and
asks, in the name of the Lord, " Wherefore didst

thou not obey the voice of the Lord, to slay both man
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel
and ass }*'* and he takes a hatchet and hews king Agag
in pieces.' If such an action were true, what kind w
people and priests were the Jews?
^&ml, who was reproved by the Lord because he

had fiot himself slain king Agag, his prisoner, goe^ at

length to fight against the Philistines, afte# the death

of the meek prophet Samuel. He consults a witch
respecting the success of the battle. It Is known'
that wi<iche» can raise gliosts. This witch bi4ngs oiit

bf the ground the ghost ' of Samuel, but this inerely-

legards the "fine philosophy of the Jews. Now fbr

their morality.

A player of the harp, ibr whom the Deity had
daught a teR^ptiffbction^ causes himself to be anointed
king during Samuel^ life-time ; he revolts against Ms
acyvereign, and, as the Scripture tells ufe, collects four

hundred wretefaes. ** Every one that was iri disitress,

'^*r«^rSgm. ti. 18.~"^1b. xiii. 19, 2©;-*^* lb. si. §.r^r^^
:-^^-*r . lSam,.s*v.«^ .«»«<$ I • lb. 33. ^

*^-"

•s . . .
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.and every »ne that was iu debt^ and every one that

-^fisdiscoDteiited, gathered themselves unto him."^'

,?*i^This was a man after God*s own heart ; so the first

^ thing he does is to assassinate a farmer, named Nabal,
because he refused to pay contributions. He marries

Nabal*s widow, and eighteen other women, without
reckoning concubines* He goes to an enemy of his

own country, king Achish, who receives him well;

T^nd as a recompence for this kind reception, he sacks

%the villages of the allies of Achish,whom he persuades

that he has not meddled with any towns except such

-us belonged to the Hebrews. We must confess, that

highwaymen are less culpable in the eyes of men ; . but

sihe ways of the Jewish God are not like pur ways^^^

'.|3 The godd king David robs Saul's son, Ishbosheth,

uof bis crown. He causes Mephibosheth, son of his

n protector, Jonathan, to be assassinated. He delivers

vup to the Gibeonites two sons of Saul^ and five of his

grandsons to be put to death.. He assassinates. Uriah,

to screen his adultery with Bathsheba, and yet ^his

abominable Bathsheba was the mother of Solomon,
^;who was an ancestor of Jesus Christ.

?i The remainder of the Jewish history is nothing but

^ tLKue of consecrated crimes. Solomon h^ins by
-lulling his brother Adonijah. ,

. .,,i

% If God granted to this Solomon the gift of wisdom,
tlie appears to have refused him the gifis of humanity,
justice, continence, and honour. He has seven hun-

«|^red wives and three, hundred concubines. I1ie song
imputed to him is written in the style of th^e liji^

cent books, which are. calculated to putvmodesty to .the

blush. It is altogether about hubbies, and kisses on
"the mouth, a belly like a heap of wheat, voluptuous

attitudes and agitations. At length he finishes by
saying, '.' We have a little sister, and, she has^ no
breasts. What shall we do for our sister in the day
when she shall be spoken for? If she be a wall, we

,f-r, -.M ' 1 Sam. xxii. 2,.mMV:*^

-ii
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will build upon her a palace of silver : and if she be. a
door, we will inclose her with boards of cedar."* . I

Such were the manners of the wisest man among
iihe Jews, or, at least, the manners imputed to him out
of respect by miserable rabbins, and Christian divines,

gwhose notions are still more absurd.

yj. At length, to unite an excess of ridicule with this

excess of immiodesty, the priests have decided, that the

'

belly, the bubbies, and kisses of the Shulomite, arem
emblem and a type of the marriage of J^tis Christ

with his church, .mj*m^i
^ Of all the icings of Judah and of Samaria, there

were very few of them who were not either assassins

or assassinated, until this den of robbers^ who mas-
sacred one another in the public places and the temple

during the time that Titus besieged them, fell under
the iron chains of the Romans with the rest of this

miserable people.of God, of whom fi^vje-^sixthahad long
been dispersed over Asia, and sold in the markets of
the Roman cities, each Jew beings valued at the price

of a pig, an animal which was certainly less impure
than this nation, if it were such as its historians and
^prophets represent it. ., - - j j x-u..
^-^ No one can deny that the Jews have written these

abominations p and when we. thus assemble them be-

fore our eyes, our hearts revolt at them. These, then,

are th^^ heralds of Providence, the forerunoera of the

reign of Jesus. Sayest thou, O Abbadie, that all the

Jewish history is a prediction of the Church.; that all

the prophets have foretold Jesus?. Let us^ then,

examine the prophetsv

\-^r-
— '^

v.\ Solomon's Song, vii.i.S, U. .^ *

f'î "a#W/Vj:A
'"sSs-l.

;;;fi^4:t3!ii4v,*„ ..j.iiiS^sl 'i
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cuiPKdPHET, Nabitn, Roheim-^speaking, seeing,

guiessing) is all the same thing. All ancient authors

agree that the Egyptians, the Chaldeans, and all the
Asiatic nations had their prophets and conjurors.

These nations were long anterior to ti^e little people

called the Jews, which, when it fiwrned a horde in a

comer of land, had m language but that of its neigh-

bours, and which, as we have pefbte shewn, borrowed
from the Phoenicians ev^ the names of its God,
Ekrfaa, Jebovafa, AdOfiai, Saldai ; whifcB, i"* short, took

all its rites and ceremonies from its s^ih^linding neigh-
bours, though it 6ontraually dechdniyed^against them.

.

It was said by some Writer, that die^rsi seer, or pr6=i

phet, was the first knave ttat met with « simpleton ;

thus is prophecy established from the most remote an-

tiquity. But to fraud, }et us add fenaticism ; these

two monsters dwell together very peaceably in bumiem

skulls. W^ have witnessed the arrival in LBndon of

hordes from the heart of Languedoc and Vivarais, who
were as much prophets as those of the Jews, and joined
the most horrible enthusiasm to the most disgusting

falsehoods. We have witnessed Jurieu propnesying

rn Holland. There were alvirays such impostors, and
not only wretches wlio predicted, but other wretches

whoimagined prq^hecies spoken by andent personages.

^The world has b^n filled with Sibyls and Nostra-

damuses. The Alcoran reckons two hundred and
twenty-four thousand prophets. Bishop Epiphanius,

in bis notes on the pretended Canon of the Apostles,

reckons seventy-three Jewish prophets, and ten pro-

phetesses. The trade of prophet among the Jews was
neitber a dignity nor a degree, nor a profession in the

states; they were not Emitted prophets as doctors are

'y\
»&JiS.i:r»-»...
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admitted at "C^i^i^^i^ Cambridge. iBctT^^^ppwJ^;

phesy that would; it was suffideiit Jta hive, <«" tofe
liesre thjBy tiad, or to feign they Had, ithecalMag-of'^e

spirit of God* Futurity was annoufic^itiy dancing
and playing on the psaltery. Saul; altho^h be Was
rebuked, took it into his head to be a prophet. D^ringf

civil wars each party tiad its prophet, as we hav«*our

Grub Street writers. The parties treated each crtha'

reciprocally as fools, visionaries, liars, and' fcnave^v in'Cl

imtbis alone they spoke truth. *' i[lie'^prophet is i^

fodvthe s^ritval mAn i» m^^ says Hosea, <^ap. t:^

vj&r.?^
..- ^-;'. . -- -^*"r^-

-^iThe prophets of Jerusalem are ftiiH^l aftd de-

ceitful men; said Sapboniabi a Jeitisaltetn pisophfet)

They are all something like our apothecary, Moore,
who inserts in the newspapers, "Take rti^ pills and

beware of coanterfeit^i'- ^ -^^
'

F
. Whea the prophet Mic^iab* Mb predicting misfcif'*

tunes to the kings of Samaria and Juddb, the prophet

Zedekiah gives him a box on the cheek, saying,

" Which way went the spirit of the Lord from me
to speak unto thee ?"*

Jeremiah, who prophesied i» favour of Nebuchad-
nezzar, a Jewish tyrant, put cords round his neck,

and a yoke on his backj wbich was a type, and he
was to send this type to the neighbouring petty kings,

to invite them to submissioB to Nebuchadnezzar; The
prophet Ananias, wfaor k)Q^d upon Jereotiai^ as a

traitor, tooktlhis^ords froiB him, and thiew his yoke
00 the ground. J * : '^ v'^

; Here we liave Uosea, whom God orders to take

a whore, and to beget sdmi-of a whore :** Qo, take utjto

tbee a.wiieofwhoredoms^«id childrenof whoredc^.*^^
Hosea- punctually obe^ ; he takes Gdmer, did%htef'

of Diblaim, who bHag» him three children ; thus this

prophecy, and this whoredom, lasted at le^st ^tee

•'f . - « -^ i'
"

' I-
' " ' " ' * i| I .1 I
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years. But tiiis would not satisfy tbe'Jewish iGod,

who orders Hosea to sleep with a womao that had ai<i

r^adjctickolded her husband. This cost the prophet

DO more than fifteen pieces of silver, and a bushel and
a half of barley, which is purchasing adultery -at a
cheap•^ate,*^=«Hf?of«'" ;*''M'^^ t>M/f 'sif^ '^•'y-^f' ,\v?^iii4&:i

-i: It cost the patriarch Juddh still less, in his incest

with bis daughter-in-law, Tamar.* tIiw^**^'*^ *^tMprj

*r There we have Ezekiel, who after having slept three

hundred and ninety days on his left side, and forty on
his right side ; after having swallowed a roll of parch-

ment, and eaten a sir reverend on his bread, by the

express command of God, introduces God himself, the

Creator of the Universe, who speaks thus to young
Abolibah :

" Thou hast increased and waxed great ;"thy

breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown ; and I

spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy naked-

ness."?—"But thou hast built thy high place at every

head of the way, and hast opened thy feet (or thighs)

to every one that passed by, and multiplied thy

whoredoms."*
"Her sister Aholibah was more corrupt in her

inordinate love than she—-for she doated upon her

paramours, whose fiesh is like the flesh of asses, and
whose issue is like- the issue of horses/** ^ *m>i

%r One day, when our friend General Withers heard

these prophecies read to him, he asked in what brothel

the holy scriptures had been written ? ',

Prophecies are seldom read; it is difficult to go
through these lengthy and enormous rhapsodies.

Fashionable men who have read Gulliver and Atlantis,

know Ddther^Hosea nor Ezekiel.

*!*-When we p<»nt out to sensible people, these execra-

ble passages, buried in the rubbish o£ prophecy, they
cannot recover from their astonishment. ^w^sv^ivUt^^o

"UloHa iii. 2." ^ Gen. xxxviii.m "E^ek. xriTt, 8.^
*II>,25r • Ch. xxiii. n, 20.

i»:i-..,y.jt-,;
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^ **T[iiey cannot conceive, that ain 'Isaisfe* slioutd vralk

'stark naked in the middle of Jerusalem ; that an ^ze-
kiel should cut his beard into three portions; that a

Jonah should be three days in a whale's belly, &c.
Were they to read these shameless indecencies in a
profane book, they would throw it away in disgust.

It is the Bible ; they remain confounded ; they hesitate
;

they condemn the abominations, and dare not con-

demn the book that contains them. It requires timci

before they dare to make use of common sense, but,

in the end, they detest what knaves and isimpletons

have taught them to adore. < ti

Wheir'were these irrational and immodest books
written ? Nobody knows. The most probable opinion

is that the greater part of the books attributed to Solo-

mon, Daniel, and others, were written in Alexandria ;

but what matters it as to time and place ? Is it not

sufficient to witness in them the most outrageous foHy,

and the niost infamous debauchery ? /
How is it, then, that the Jews have held them #-

veneration? Because they were Jews. We must
likewise consider, that all these- extravagant monu-
ments '#it« preserved only by priests and scribes^

We know how scarce books were in all countries,

where the art of printing (which the Chinese invented)

reached us so late. We shall be still niore astonished

when we see fathers of the Church adopt these dis-

gusting reveries, or allege them in support of their

sects.

We come, at length, fromi the old covenant to the

rie^ one. Let us proceed to Jesus, and to the esta-

blishment of ChristianitjK
i^i' .. ^ . .-,.
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:^S^ biut)^. ^^1^m»¥' m^iuiii .-rt^iki-fWiihiii'^yMiff^'

m^ ?^oi^<K|-' ^^'^KmkV'yWti- ^1j? y^^ t>ir3 •^|^^• -?^14'

.^S^- .wl^^rt*>^olim-?? . . . .__ ..if sd;t>Iftadf^H1^:r/^^

J^^h-U -WV^:™^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^-!' ;*^^ ^n;^<tf

4^J,9M^s wafif!JbofQ at a time when fanaticism was still

dominairt, but when Recency began to shew itself a

little. Tbe long commerce of the Jews with the

Ckeeks and Romans, had gry^n to the respectable part

of the nation manners less vulgar and irrational ; but

the populace, who are always incorrigible, preserved

the same spirit of folly. Hw
^Some Jews, who were oppressed under the kings of
Syria, and under the, Romans, had then imagined that

God would at some time send them a Liberator, a'

Messiah. This expectation ought JM^urally to be ftik

filled in the person of Herod. He was their king, and
an ally of the Romans; he had rebuilt their temple,

the ardiitectuce of which greatly surpassed that of
Solomon, since he had filled up a precipice on which-

tbati^ifice was erected. The people no longer groan-

e4iiBnfler a foreign yoke ; they paid no imposts but to

t}]^r;Own mofiarch ; the Jewish worship flourished,

c^^'the ancient l^ws were respected ; Jerusalem, we
nuue^ confess, was then in its greatest spiendour.

% Idleness and superatition brought forth nnny factions^

OF religious societies ; Sadducees, Pharisees, EsseDiaous^^

Jm4^^ Therapeutse, and Johnists, or disciples of

Jpi%^^e iHiffiejway siS the Papists have their Mdi-
ni^ Jansenists, Jacobins, and Cordeliers. However,
at ibat time no one spoke of the expectation ot'a Mes-
sirir.- Neither Jesepfaas nor Phik), who have Altered

i^lO^llQch minute details of ^he Jewi^ history, say

tbaft 't^re was any expectation of the coming of a
Christ, an Anointed, a Liberator, a Redeemer, of
whom they had then less need than ever. And if

there had been one, it must have been Herod. There



ur Tim ttcar^iciaf^^ #
was, in reality^ a party or sect called Herodians^ vAsc^

acknowledged Herod to be the messenger of God. ' '^

i At all times this people bad given the ndmei 6f
Anointed, of Messiah, of Christ, to any one that had <

been serviceable to them ; sometimes it was^ given to

their ovm pontiffs, and sometimes to foreign princed;

The Jew who compiled the reveries of Isaiah, makes
him employ a vile flattery, very worthy of a Jewish
slave: "Thus saith the Lord to his Anointed, to

Cyrus, whose right hand I have hoiden to subdue nl^
tions before bim,"* &c. The Ist book of Kings* calls

the wicked Jehu, Anointed. A prophet t^mounces to
Hazael, king of Damascus, that he is the Messiah adcl

the Anointed of the ModtH^h.
£zekiel says to the kiog^ Tyrus, >* Thou sealest

up the sum, full of wisdom^ *b^* perfect in beauty^
thou art the Anointed Cherub."* If this princfe of
Tyrus had known that these titles were given to him
in Judea, it rested only with himself to have been a(

kind of demi'god. He had an^app&rent right tosuc#
a title, supposing Ezekiel to haive been intpit^; The
Evangelists have not said^ tnueh for Je^ii».

Howev^, it is certaii), thsit no Jew either lioped,

desired, or announced an Anointed, a Messii^, inr

the time of Herod the Great, under whom, itissnid^

Jei(us was born. After the death Of Hcarod, wbett

Jodea was governed as a Roman Province^ -^iid a'idO'

th^ JHkaod was establish^, by the RoQ^ans^ tetfftrch

Vvf the little bltfbarous district cf GM^,<imiif fehsy^

ticB toc^c upon themselves to preach aoic^g ^--i^Ql^
rant peO|^te, ^partkuUn^y In this (^^^ii«^, %if%re tlv^

JcvM #6re more ignoridit than e^where. It is tbiis^

that. FojK, ft poor vOobbleri estahH^I^ m our 6wA
tiaies the Met of the Qdakerg^ Hlj^My thepemottyik
one of oinr oouinties. The Gisimi^^ fMiid^^
nist church in France, iffmvk^ Pr^^^iiea i^aA&^

l^%tt»lixh;l. • ^Kiiig»ix.ll. » EwBk.MHrikt2,14.

*
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John Le Clerc. It is thus, that Muncer, John of
LeydoD, apd others, tbundeti Aoabaptism among the

pocff people in some of the cantons of Germany.
. I have seen the CopVulsioaiBts in France, institute

a sniail sect) among the mob in one of the Fuuxhourg's
of Paris. Sectarians began in this way all the wdrWk
over. They are generally beggars who rail against the

government, and finish either by becoming chiefs c^'

a

party, or by being hanged. Jesiis was put to death

sit Jerusalem, without having been anointed; John
the Baptist had already been condemned to deatb.

£ach of them left some followers among the dregs of
the people. Those of John esCablished themselves

towards Arabia, where they still exist. Those of

Jesus were at first very obscui^, but as soon as they

becanae associated with some of the Greeks, they-

began . to be known.
'

'

.

^Mm-^i^^^ .'if-^m*-iii ^-^ '- - ^ 3 iii{-.*i\*ii/

The Jews under Tiberius having carried their accqs^

tonied knaveries to a higher pitch than everj and
having likewise seduced and robbed Fulvia^ w^fe of

Saturninus, were driven from Rome, and could' liot

be re-established there, except by giving much money.
They ;were likewise severely punished under Caligula

and Claudius.sf^ t,|^igK«Mi^ cmt-b^ iaf^ fi& ;•»> rd^^

Their disasters served in some measure to embolden
the Gkilileans, who comprised the new sect, to sepa»

rate themselves from the Jewish communion. JAt /

length, they found some who were a little acquainted f

with letters, who put themselves at their head, and^
who wrote in theiri favour against the,Jews. Thi»:wa9 '{

wii^t produced sujph : an, immense,number of Gospek,
a Greek word, signifying " Grood-news." Each gave
a life ^f J^us ; none! of them jigreed with,^be rest^

butall of them had spine reseniblaiice by the numlter
dr iBcrecKble prodigies which, to vie, with each other,

tiit^attribute to their founder. . > mI.

The Synagogue, on its part, seeing that a new sect

bad^sprang ug ii|,i|s.bos^£U;^d that it |i«9f|i vending

i>^.*-.."^!> '^B. iw-^i^A-'j
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a lite of Jesus, very JDJurious to the Saabedrin, be-

gas to make enquiries respeqtiog this man, * to whoni
it had iiol hitherto paid any attenition.

1^- We have still a stupid work of that time, entitled

*^ Se{^et> Toldos Jeschut;" It appears to have been
written many years after the death of ;JesuSj during

the time when the Gospels were compiled. Ttys
bookj like all others of the Jews and Christians, Is

full of prodigies, but extravagant as it is, we must
confess dmt many statements contained in it are mueh
more probable than those related in our Gospels.

f} It is said in liie '^ Toldos Jeschut," that Jesus was
the son of a woman named Mirja, who was married in

Bethlehem to a poor man of the name of Jocanam.
Tfa^re was iii the neigh^urhood a soldier of the name of

Joseph Pander, a well-shaped, good-looking man, who
fell in love with Miija or Maria. A^ the Hebrews do
not express their vowels, they frequently take a iovj.

^ Mirja became with child by Pander. Jocanam, who
was seized with confusion and despondency, quitted

Bethlehem, and went to secrete himself in> Babylon,

where there were still many Jewg. The conduct of
Mirja disgraced her, and her son Jesus or Jeschut, was
declared a bastard by the judges of the city. When
he became old enough to be admkted into the public

school, he placed himself among the legitimate chil-

dren ; however, he was compelled to leave this class,

f Hence arose the animosity agaii^t priests, ^«which
he manifested when:t^t had attained manhood;

;i /

he^ lavished on them the most opprobrious epitbeto,

calling them "a race of vipers and whitened sepul-

chres.

Havingi at length, quarrelled with Jydas; a Jew,^

regardtoff a question of interest, as well as cooGeniiiif
|

//

some r^gioBS points, Judas denounced him to tfa^
\ //

'^

Sanbedrin. He was arrested, began to cry, and begged
pfrdon, but in vain ; he was flexed, stoned^ and
IfteiSvaixls put' to death. i '

£ ' 5uch is the substance of thi^ history. . Insipid febles.

\

E .- -.: •-•--'f:.''^"'
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and impertlnenir miracles, have since been added$
wfaich injured it much, Init th^ bex^ was known in the

second century. Celsus Quotes it; Ongen lefutes^it*

: vttd ft has reach^ us quite disfigure, i ^'^^ - feti- h 'ip^^^i

^ The chief part of what Iliave just stated » cer-

lalnfy niore probable, more • natura), and moie con-

fiMinable, to wh^ passes in the world in our own days^

than any of the fifty gospels of the Christians, It

Was much'roore likely that Joseph Pander was the

fether of Miija's child, than that •an angel' came from
heaven, with God's compJiments to a carp^siter's wife,

fn ' the same way ' as JFupiter sent Merciiry to visit

*^'Every thing that they tetl us about Jesus is wor-
^ Ay^bf the OM Testamenti and o# Bedlam. They

bnrig I kfeow liot what kind of ,^g^«>ti 7Mi€«««,"a

Hofy Ghost, tha% had hitherto lievo- been spoken of,

and which they have since tdld us is the third part

. 6f-God, '-"_ y-: .^.. • I. -( : --

'* Jesus thenbecbmes the Son <tf Gkxl, «nd of^^

Jewess ;^ he is not yet God himself, but he is a supe-

flbf- Being. He worijs miracles. The first he per-

fbhns is, to have himself conveyed by the devi) to the

;
top of one of the mountains of Judea^ where he
eooW discover all the- kingdoms of the earth /- >(His

raimentappeared white ; Ivhat a mkacle 1 He changes

waterintowine at a repast, whereAe guests wereaWcady
drtmk.* He dries a fig tree, because it does o tfurbish

him with figs to his breakfast in themonth of February.

Yet the author of this tale has at least tbeiioDesty

>7^6 it d)fii<^Hie to Mj' wlmh of those prpten^ed pitdigio m the

mtjfi^inHQus. W^aay
,
peo|^lej^v/e a. yrelt;r«W?e t9 tlv»t. of the

wine f^the marriage of Qin?* l^atdroj^ should say to liis inbtKer^

: tfie Jewess, "Woman, what haVe 1 to (^rf with tfteei^Hslft sthrtj^

i
thii^; btftthafhe sboold feast wMidrunkaMis, and sfacMitd chitigl^

I the pitchers of water into wine for meo that h^d:«lread; dnjwl^ ,^
I much, is a blasphemy as execrable as it is impcTtineDt'. The Hff
V b^iew^text uses »word which answers tb"f*.<»P»y»** oif half dirook^
' the Vulgate says ~" inebriate." ' v -'

'

~'t^i':^&iui^j'Jti <: '''^-^jiS^ :•



tQ tell U3» . tb^t i t was dc^ •- the s^son for ifigs. lie

goes to sn|) with womeo^ and the^ withj pubticans.

aod yet it is |»^teiided: io hiy history tM be looked

jupon these ^ublicatis as bad cbai^c^ejes. He goes intlo

the templei, that . is |bo .«ay, JDlo Xh^ J^i^ iiiclosure

wfaere th^^riests^residedo io the cQuirt; wiiere retail

dealers were authorized by law to se)J fowls, pig^BS,
aod lambs, to those who came to sacrifice. He tsikes

a whip, and plays upon the shoulders of the dealers,

whom he driv^ out, as well its theirufowls, pigeoosi

sheep, and oxen, and strews .cb«ir>,|«oney on the

ground. Yet be is suffered to. proceed without inter-

ruption I And if .we beUeve the . book attributed txa

J;€^, , th^y ,
icontent th^ooselves , with ^9k)ng Itim to

work a iniracde, in order to shew, (iis^autliority, to

play prao^ like these in a'.place so respected. .

. It W0S a very great miracle, for thirty or forty trades^

Doen to ^u^r themselves to be kickad, and to lose

their money, by one man, without saying any thing to

him. There. i$ npthiug ia Don Quixote which ap*^

pix>acbes,such extravagance as tbis. But insteadof per-^

forming the miracle t£ey;demand of him, he contents

hi^iself li^th ..sayifig, '« Destroy this: jtempie, aodin
three days I wiU raise it up."* The Jews reply, ac>*

cording toJohn, '' forty and six years was this tempie
building, and wilt thou rear it up in {three days }"

.

:.;It was asserting a^giieatwfalsehood to say.that H<e^

cod had heen emjployed^^ty-fiix years in building ther

teiiiple of Je^i^salein*. The Jews, in their oeply, could
not make use of such a falsehood. By the bye, itiiis

alone shewsus that the -Gospiels ha^e been written,

by rineo who werecoearqely acquainted with aay thing, /

,>Afit€f (tbis^^o^j^h ^^mterpri^e, >Je$uis is said to bave>

preached in the yiU^geS'c « What kind of discourses (do

t^y makehimh^d ^th ?. He compai>esthe kin^omt
of heave/a.to a gisuii; of mustanl seed ; to a mcH^eLof
lea^^a^jEpjx;^ in thr^ p^asMres of roeal ; tQiia »€*r
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tEkt catches both good and bad fish ; to' a klAgp' Wli6

kills his chickens to make a- feast at his soo^s Weddings
and sends his servants to invite the neighbours to it.

The neighbours kill the servants that request them to

dine, aiui the king kills the people who killed his ser-^

ivants, and burns their city. He then sends tocompel the

beggars on the highway to come and dine with him;

and perceiving a poor guest who had no garment, im
steaid of giving him one, he causes him to be thrown

into a idungeon. This is the kingdom *of heaven,
according to Matthew. -^

In the other discourses, the kingdom of heaven is

always compared to a usurer, who will absolutely bav6
eent. per cent, profit. They confess, that our Arch*
bishop Tillotson preaches in a different style. ' '-^'^

,.. How did the; history of Jesus finish^^ By events^

which have happened, both in oiir own country and
in the rest of the world, to many people who wished
to stir up the populace, without being sufficiently capa-

ble eithejT of arming that population^ or of gaining to

themselvespowerful protectors. They most commonly^
finish by being hanged. Jesus was put to death, for

having called his superiors, " a race of vipers, aiid

whited sepulchres.".* He was executed publicly, but
he rose from the grave -privately. At len^h he ascend-'

ed intoheaven, in the presence ofeighty orhis disciples,'

without any other person in Judea seeing his ascen-

sion in the clouds, which was, however,- easy to ber

sc^n, and ouglU; tahave xnade a greats noise in ithe
W<tfld

'

'i.' ,r"j<"" i '-''
--"ii f^. [''<»„# 'iif*-'-Jtn •>Jtii«i ls..'U

- Our Creed, called by the Papists Credo, which*

was attributed to the apostles, though evidently fabri-

cated more than four hundred years anerthese apostles,

acquaints us, that before Jesus ascended into heaven,

he went on a tour into hell. You will remark, that

not a single word is said about this journey in the'

Gospels, and yet it is one of the principal articles of

•Mett, xxiii^27. , / v / v
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the Christran feitiir" 1??%cataii(«'^ Ghrisl^
do not believe that Jesus descended into hell.

''^' Who W9ts, then, the first that imagined this joMey ?

Itwas Athanasius^ about three hundred and fifty years

after the event, it is in his treatise^agaiost Apoltiiaa-

rasyonilthe incarnation of the Loid^ : where be menr
tidns that the soul of Jesus' descended' into hell, while

his body remained in the sejMitehre. nJ

f^ His words are worthy of attention, and shew lis

with what sagacity and wisdom Atiiauasius reasoned.
' Here follow his own words : " It was necessary af-

ter his death, that his divers essentialparts should per*

form divers funetiond ; that his body sboiitd remain in
the sepulchre to destroy corruption, and that his souf

should go into hell to vanquish death." •'" ^^

yTlie African St. Augustin, in a letter that he wrote
to Evodus, eeems to agree with him, Qms^ ergo nisi

infidelis n^gaveritfuisse apud inferos Chiistum ? '-^'

Jerome, his cotemporary, was nearly of the 8ani#
opinion ; and it was during the time of Auj^ustin and
Jerome, that this Ci-ec^o was composed, which,' among
ignpraiht people, passed' for the Apostles' Creeds, i '^rti^f

> Thus !W^re opraions, creeds, and sects, established.

But how could these detestable fooleries be credited ^

How, did they overturn. the other absurdities of the

Greekaand Romans, "and, at last, the ^npire itself ?

How have they caused so many eVils, so inaBy-«iviI

wars^ lighted so: many:^iggots, and spilled so mueh^
blood? We are iroing to account for Jt^ ^'^ i< '^i '^I'^w

OF THE ESTABLDHM^rr OT dHRISTIANITt. AND PABTICUIARLt,

>WH'ENctbe >&st iGi^aos ^pri^ themselves sffiioil^i

the populace of the Greeks and Romans, they found-
this populace infected with all the absurd traditions
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thfttcaa take po^ession of ignoirant tniDdseoaaic^red
with fableis. l^y Itad god»:d}sgtnsed in tht sbafie

of bulbj hor^est swaDs, and serpents, to ' -^se^ce

women . and g\thk Magistrates, and respectable- citi^

zea$, did not admit of tbese ^extratagancies, but the

populace fed on litem, and these comtit^ited the pagan
mob. I fancy I see the IbUowers of'Fox ^pute with

those of Brown. It was iiot<difficalt'fbr Jew«, jiossess^

ed with devils, to make their reveries believed by the

ignorant, whobeiieved otherteveriesequaHytmpertineiit.

. Novelty attracted weak minds, who grew tired of

their old follies, afid ran to hear new tales, just like the

mob at Bartholomew fair, demanding a new farce, and
becoming disgusted with theold one, whiclt they have
so often seen repeatedb '!?k''^ri^rN*'1f«f^>^i^^ f fvM>

^.|f we believe the books of the Christians, we are

(old that Fetet^ son of Jooas,^ dwelt with Siiiion the

^nna*, in a garret at Jojapa, where he brought 1^ life

s^ia the tnantua>4Kiak€r, Dorcas. 'ml'

-

In the Chapter of Luctan, enticed Pkiiapairig, hb
speaks of a CialileaD '^ with a bdld forehead^ wad
large nose, -^0 was caarried to the tltird heaven." r^

. Sdehow bespeaks of aa assembly of Chiisti^lns,

whom be fell is with :
'' Tatterdiemaiion6alcDost^kol^

lijrith fierce iOoks iand the walk of tnadmeo, y^to oKsaa

stndniake contortions ; swearing bf^lbe Son who Wa^
be^^otten by the Fallier, fnedicthig a^'flknisand tmi«fbr-<

titBea to th^ empire* ^ndbcocnngthe eiiq>eralr.^' Sneiv'

were the first Cnrirtiajas* ^« o- />-::, mv ^ (/ ^

He who bad given the greatest notoriety to this sect

was this Paid with (he lai^ nosie and b^d forehead,

whom Lucian ridicul^r The waitings of Paul, it

. appears to me, are sumcieht to shew how far Lucian
was^^ ri§^7^ ^^^f nposeiisci ^he. ^tes;^IM «ooie^ of

l^ristians, forming at Ro«ae among the jevrish rabble.
" Circumcision verily profiteth if thou keep the law, but

ifjfeonbe tthfoket of^e -laiP^ tirifkJiaBMudaioiiiatmde
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*jDcireuiiicision/'*-rr»-Do we then i^ake„voi^ the:.javr

thrcH^.^tb? Godfbrbid.; ,yea» .we, establish the law.*

If -Abraham werejustified.by works, he hath whereof t^

gk>ry> bdtDOtbdbre God.'*' «iii

^ la thus expressiog binoself, Paul spoke evidently as

a Jew^ aad^oot as. a Christian. . ; ,^,
. ^. Wbttta discourse to the Corintbiansi .^' .Our: , fath^
were all baptised unto Moses, in t^e cloud c^mkI in the .

sea."^ Was not Cardinal Bfoibo right in callipg thes«

e]^sde& Mpistolacia, and advising people not to reipd

them? : -
.

-
. ;.,- o?

, .What ^^hall .we i thiikk. >of ^ m«n^;!whot says ;ta;the
Thessalonians, 'f Let^your wonteokeep^ilenqe^iD.thie

churches, . for . it is not permitted unfo tiieni to speak^^'f

and who in the same epistle announced that they ought
to pray and prophesy with their heads covered B^i JM^

la his .quarrel with the other apostles that df a
wise and moderate man ? Does not every thing shew
him to be a party maa? He. is. a Christian; he
teaches Cbristianity, and goes seven days successively

to saccifice lathe temple of , Jerusalem^ iby the s^vice

of James. He writes to die Gtalatisms, '^ Behold, 1/
Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumciaed, Christ
shall .^rD6t you jadtbing.**'^ And he afterwards cir-

cumcises his disciple Timothy, whov as the Jewa
pipe^d, was the so&of a Oreek, and a prostitute;

£^cib^udes himseU' , ajaaoag the. apostles^ and bcMsts

€£hiAXi^M M\i^ «a the rest of them;
'^ Am I notijHBi ifostle? Hav^ 1 not, seen Jesus

Christ,! our Locd? Are not ye any work in the Lordl
if I be not ^1 apostle to othen^ < yet .doobf^kss lam to

you. HaT« we not d fflvec to eat aad lo drink I

have we not a power ^ laid' about a ausler, « wife^;

as wi4^,; as mother. apostles, aod^asv the bretfareo of ;^

the Loisdf ll^Je^ goe^ ft wacfare any timB at^hia omnn

charges ?" What frightful tbmgs in ibia passage i , T^k
t ' ^ ..>' ;Y

, ^' "'; • i i lr ii ,—'.—_-

—

i

'

.. n . ' ^'
'

:
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"

*;^om.-Ti. 25. » CJhap. iii. SI. » Chap. iv. 2. * ICttr. sulr*
• 1 Cor. adv. 34. t' I €or, li^. ' Gal. v. 2.
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^ THE IMW>RTANt fiXAflffNAltOPT

tight of Mviog -at- the expence of tbbse he has sobju-^

gated ^ this ri^t^of'tBakii^ them pay the expences of

Ei» wife or his sister ; and, at last, the proofthat Jesus

had brothers, aqd the presumption that Mary, or A@e|%
wais. brought to bed^ more than once. ..^^ .

,M»^.should be glad to know c^ whom he is speaking

H^iii in 4}is '^d Epistle • to the Corinthians, chap. xi.

*% For ^^€ll i are false apostles. Howbeit, wherein

soever any is bold, lam bc4d also. Ate th^y He^
bisews ? So am i.; < Are they . the seed of A brahaffl. ?

So am I. Are they the ministers of Christ ? I ani

more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above

measure, in prisons mcHre frequent, in deaths oft. Five

times received I forty stripes, save one; thri<:e was i
beaiten with rods; once was I stoned; a night and a

day I have been in the deep.?ii^,|,s^figui.^l^ ^H<^
^ Behold this Paul, who was twenty-four houre ia ihe

deep without being drowned ! • It is a third of the ad-

ventureof Johah. - But does he not here clearly mani-

fest his base jesilousy of Peter and the other apostles^

by ihinking tocarry the palm fironi them, becaiise be

ha^ received mor« stripes and floggings than they
havedone? ;.

:^i Dobs not his -fury for domineering appear in, all^
lofiolence, when be says to the same Corinthi^s, .

*^<i^his4s the thiid time I am coming to you. Inithe

filMith a>f two i9r three witnesses ifaftli every word be
estabHsbed. ^^Bemg nowabsent, i w^te to them which

Sheretofore have sinned, and tbci^ other, that, if I

come again^ I will not spare.''^ -To what simple fools,

id what kind of besotted creatures, did be thus address

hnop^f like a tyirannical master ? Those to whom he
le hardibobd to aisert that he was carried : to-the

Ea^aven, Impudent aiid dastardly impOBtorJ

'

ils thistiard heaven in whi^ tho^ hasttraveQed ?

iii YelDus or in Mars ?

' We^laugh at Mahomet, when his commentators pre-

.i.^'-:?»;^ift'.'-js--.;-;
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does not «peiak of sacb an ^tmviigaiiQe as that which
is imputed iffkm t yet PaiM dar^ to asseit that hd
has perfonaed hi^ or this journey;

'

•#^lio nvas this Paul,' th«^) WhdFstiUmake^ bo touch
Hdit^^ atid Who is every day quoted >at random ? ?#«
says be i?as a Ronrnii ^itieen, whfdl I ' dare affirm to

b^ an impudent iajsiehood. No Jew was a Roman
citieett, except under * thfe Decii and ' Philips. If he
were of Tarstis, it was tieith^r a Roman city nor a
Roman eoloiiy for more Ihan a hfinllred years aftel*

Paul, fif he were a na^ve of Gisci^us, as st« Jerome
states, this village was in Galilee, and, assuredly, the

Galileans had never the hetnour of being Roman
citizens.

,

He was brought i^ at the f^t pf Ganialiel ; that is

to say, he was one of Gamaliel's domestics. Indeed,

it is remarked^^ th^ he toc^ care of the clothes of
those who ston^ Stephen, which is the employ of a
vtAeii The Je?«i? preisend that he washed to marry
Gamatid's daught^ii. We see some iraoes of diis ad*

v^itm« ia the aoeidltbook which contains the history
'

<tf :^1iecla. - .^. -^^^ -•.^-s- i->--'-

' It is not astonishing that the daughter of GamaM
shottld i^ect a Uttie ^Id-beaded valet, whose eye-

hmmi fating over a d^rmed nose, and who t^as bandy^
l^^d. It is thus that the *^ Acts of Thecla" de^

scribe hriii.' Disdained, as he deserved to be, by
(^maliel and his daaghtcr, he joined himself with t|ie

infanlaect ofCephas, James, Matthew, and Barnabsisi

ia order to aatioy the Jews. ^ i

* Any one, who has'the Jeast spark df^mes&R ivpald

judge, diat t^is cause, which has be^ ass%fiied Ibr the

apostacy of this mlsemble Jew, ts mfore natural thi^

that aroibuted to him^ How can we persirade o^
sdves that a celestial light knocked itim! off hottM^lill^

at nopn-day; that a beavenly voide 'f^JNsied hi^^
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U)^ Go4^d to fhim,^^ *^rS9^^ ^I^W-iiliy pecieeoteit

: If God had wished to,prevc^nt $ki^ disciples ofj^sus
fi]pQ» beiog persj^cuted) would-^hi^ nothai^:addreseied

himself to the priAoee. of the nation, rather than to
G£||Daltei> val€$ ? ifave they naet. rwijth: leeis ctniBtise-

in^t since Smd fe|i fppnihm hprse^i W9S;:cnot Saul,

F^u\ himself, chastised ? What was the ^lj^lty pf this

ridiculous xniracie? I call .heaveB^ and earth to. yritr

i^my (if I may be permitted to make u^e of th^^ iofi-

proper words, heaven and esyrth) that there never was
a l^end more stupid) more fanati^l, ,more idiegustii^r,

noiM^te desi^ryii]^ of oup, bo^npr £Uid c(^|eii^,.
.

,% m^^^mi-i^4^A\k^w\ CHAV. XIII. '-^^^ imimM-- -

S***'s^-?«i% «ii*-'^ji» OF \THfe- GOS]^BIJk£?<^ ':.'^' ' '' '^''''* ''t^-i'

fc
.":- -* - ' •'

. . . .' .
.;.. .-.

V As soooras the societies (^ halfJews, half Christianfi,

had by degrees established themselves amoBg the igno^
rant people at. Jerusalem, . Antioc^) Ephesus, Ccarinth,

• and Alexandria, some time s^r Yespasiao, each of
these little sQcieties wished to make itS; owoi fo^eK
Fifty of them have been jreckoned,. and there wcte
many more* Itjs kpown thj^ they aW contrai^ot one
another ; this jspuldnot b@ipt|^wiaej> . sincett^^>ii^re

^ composed in. dii^r^^t piaces;. ^ Al^jiofJ^m agree
" only that their Jesus was the son of Maiy, or Mirja,

^, Xhati be was^nt to, defth; all of them, likewise

. lieeribe^^^ as are to.be found in

Ovid^s Metamorphoses^ li '< -

Luke dresses up a seflealogy for him quite different

ito-that f>lam)edJ>y Siat|hew; and neitber of them
; \ds?am al^ut giving us the genealogy of Mary, v/k^

ii^^f^ only parent. The entbosiast Paseal cries out^

^npt acting in concer|.*^ ^Undoubtedly not.

4'^i:;.!&^*^vV.-^ l.-.;i: >' . r^^Jkii^ :a. ^^^- .,^^:;:„.Li.^^^'i^ -r^v^i^;^
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£tfcliiii»viw)^iten extht9%at)cies^ fbr his ilttle 9dc)lf^^

aoo^rd^ to M#cr#A '^fytiey: Thi^ tneounts^^for - o&e
^E<«iig;«l«^^ieten(iH«ig that ilieiitde'Jesus was bn>i]

^ifj^'in E|i[y|Dit; *and andther^ying that he i^'bFOUght
up at B^tyebemv One of them makes him go^ only
one^ to ^(Earusalemf white the others say that he Went
tfaiee ' ^tnnes.' One of them : causes three 'wise tkletiy

Whom Yt% call three kingsi to be conducted by anetvt

stto*, «nd<»ases all the little childreir^f the <a>uotry to
be put to death by the first Herod, who was then near
the end of his days. The others are silent about the

fttw, stud the wise men, and tbe massacre/ • Atiength,
to expl^ifi-'tHfeso. eontraediGtions, we have been ^^Oiii<*

pelled to make a concordance, and this conc^njbnce is

less concordant than thejBaCters they wished to recon<^

Cile. ,..:- :;: .^
,:"*;

' -^f^^

? Almost all the Gospels, -which the Christmns never

tnade known but to their own little flocks, were visi-

bly forged after the taking of Jerusalein. We have^
very evident proof of it in that attributed to MatthewX
This bOok'pftts into the moc^ Of JesuS these words
tor the Jews. «' That upon you may COme all the

righteous bleiod shed upon the earth, from the biood of

righteous: Abel, unto the blood of Zacharias, son of

Barachiasv wb<Mn ye slew between the temple and the

Kkar.^' A ibi^r is always discovered iu some part of

|l98 work; During the «i^e- of Jerusalem, there was
H^cfaarias, son of Barachias, killed between the tem^

^le and the altar, by the faction of the zealots. Tfiift
f . ,.

* The inassacre of the innocients is ceirtainly the hagllt of follj^^^

as well as the tale of the three wise men conducted by a star. Ho^|
could Herod, who was then almost on his deathbed, fear baojBf di^^

throned, by the son of^ vjLlajj^ carpepter, who was ji^st bpro.. fleroa

dieil obly two or three years after, at th^ age of seventy. li would'
-hav^bekn neciesiat^ for this child t6 rokke' war ugaiost'tlie empiffiil

Ooald sndi a fiear take possesaovr of any Triau, who was DolanKah|ir'

solute fool >
, Is it iiossible that ih^, have, proposed toiInifa^V^'^

dttUty wch stupid fooleries, whJCT oiitdu Robert the Devil, arid^

'Jbhtimt l*arh> ? Man is a vefj' cohfen[H)tible being wtieh be sflffiS**

himself to be goverutd in such a wayl
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immi^t^bttnrifead Ofver tbe^sirboiigr^Bftiii to emible tMr

^ do ^Oi Tiie Greeks dad ftcnrauas read but little^

«dd the Gospels were entirely uiiknown to tbem. Lves

wiere told with impunity. ^

j*''Aa- evident proof thi^ the Go^>el ftttribnted to

Matdiew^'was Dot wnttea tiii a iong time after bim hy^

aoBK^miseiable bt^f Jew, balf Christian Hellenist, w
tbi»f«nous passage: ^'^ If he neglect to hear -^tbd

ebwrch, let him be unto tbee as an heathen mdti altd

«|)ublican.''^ nt i

^

Tbete was no church in the tinae of Jesus and of
Matthew. Cborch is s €breek word. The assembly

of the peq;»}e of Athens styled itself EaUna^ This
expresskfti was only acbpted by tbe Ctiristians in pro*

cess of time, when they had obtained a kind of govern^

^ mcnti If is ctear, ' then^ that' a^a impostor took the

name of Matthew, and wrote bis Goi^lin yery bad
Greek; i confess it would be comical enough for

Matthew, who had.himseif he&a a publican, to com^
jHire^ehitethens with publicans. Hut whoever might
hatve been the author of tins ridiculous compiurisOiii

lM>ae4iit a i]B»d-«ap among the itiost illiterate of > the

|»eopIe would have- ioo^ced upon a Romaii' knightf

wbo was ^uthGnrized to reeewe'the insposts estdblished

by government, as a a»D that ought tO' be despised^

The idee^alone is destructiye of'aUtidministratiott^^and

Bot only luiwarthy nf a man whom'God had inspire^

IntUDWOV^tlirlBcki^^ofanf honest citizen. 1

There are' two Gospels of the infancy. The iirit

lehites* that a youog beggar patted the little Jesus,

his conuade, behind, ai^ that this little Jesus imme-
diafi^y killed him. Kmparakremei peson apddohen.
At another time he maae birds of clay, which fiew

away. His method of learning the alphabet was quite

^vioe. Those tales ate not mofc ridicolous than th»t

«f bit being earned off by the devil, that of his trans-

•iJi$:-

' M«tt. xviii. 17.
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wiB0,^«iKi tlmt^ of the deiH^. bsii^'tetflr intot^t

herd of swine. Tiuis this €k>spel «»f the infancywast
lour in veneration. if

$. The second Gospel of the infancy is not less <^rious.''

IVfery, who was conducting her ^l9B into figypt^; mete
with some girls that were deplonDgtbe^ loss of lileill^^

bfotber, wbo bad been tran^roo^ inta n mnle^
Maiy. and her litt^ene did not &il to^change the miite^

into its former shape of a man, bat we do not know^
wbetb» or not the miserable animal was any better fop

the change. As they proceeded on the road^ the
wandering femily met with two robbers^ -dne^named
Dumachus^ the other Titus. Bumacbus was ibr i«bi»

biog the YirgtB, and doing something stilt more scaa*^

dsdous» but Titus- took Mary's part, and gave forty

drachra»to persuade him to let die^raily go by, witfa^

out doing them anjF^ injury. Jeaus declared to the

Holy Virgin, tlwrf; Dnmachus should be the wicked
tfai^, and Titus the good thief; that they would oiie

day be executed with him; ^t Titus shouid go.into

paradise^^ laad Dtimachus to the devii^'^ **#^^^ 'A

^>[^ Gospel according to ^tiiamesieldef tHrotfaer of
Jesus^ or that of Peter fiarjonas, . a cibs]lel known and
boasted of by TertuUian and by.Ongen, wasia "sttii

freater repute. It was called Pr&io^Evan^eiim, or

irst Gospel. It was perhaps the -first wbieh^spokexif
the new star, of the arrival of the wise men^ and' of
tb^ little chtidren whom the fint^ iieiod5)iidws0d toM
niassacKd; - '

• : • >'^;fe'>/r-.-j?rf*^~^v?^^tilr--/'i

• Tbere, ift stHl a kind of Gospel or A«t$ of Jobn' in

w|n<^ Jesus is'saki to bavedaivced with 'fan aj^xH^
. the v«veiihig before bedi^; and the fsircuiasfiBailxik

'^ndered probable, as the ItierapeutaB were realty^j^

customed to dance in afing,> a^oeremony tliad: minrt^ie

%wy f^eastng to oUr>heavenly Fattier. ^t^v^fe

^' Why does die most seiupuloaiB €bHstian^nd(»9||i^

.^avithout nemoFse at all ihese-gospels and ads wbkli^are

•%.••
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the same tales ; but fanaticism ;adores ia one tatm^
i^t^p^rs^tbe he^bt of Tfdieul&i& anr>ther; 'J i

-e-'M ifeftg%b|i^four s^)9j»^ls^ are cbosenf i- and tJie great

reasonibr^avingtbat number, as^^tated by St>* UeoKoif
ji^ ^hat^^iefenr^ only^our ci^iiidl points ; »tbatGodir
si^Efted Ott cberiibimiBf and tiial? cberubims have four di^^

f^M ?*^iiEi^esL^ St4' Jerom^^ in hi» prefece to Mark'a
G^sf^l^ddctd to the' four wind» and^ ^ur-sfaafied' ani^^

mals,' the four rings of the poles, en wbich thebox
diW^1li^^i*%a8?feWWed;2^''^^ -J-

^ a- ^Mo.!. ?; ; ^ i

«^»*15hlebphftfrs?f*<^^ Atitiocb,''|3TOv«es^thatais Lazaru* w^m
dfead^^dirfy fewr^ays, '^we^n tionsequendy i admit onlyi
fMi ^ka*p«elsr f St. €yprian proveswthe same^ thing t^
the fc/at rivers'that 'v^tercd' paradise. iWe uni^-b^'

viiyteijiibus not to yield to^ sochfeasons -as thdse. ' >

'^^MoW'ei^c^, previotts^to a«y preferenoc being givemtei

^^ ftjirf*Gospfels, ^le fathers cf the two first centu*-

ries^rbely ever quoted any except thegospels whicht

at^fldw' styled' apdcrypbal. -This is an incootestiblo

pit)of,-lhjtt oby fofif' Gospels were not written by tfaoser

t<^%!r6m thf^ are^attribirtfed.'^ 1 wish they were soi^

I wish, for «samf)tej Lwke had^*written that whicfe.

goes under his name. I would say to Luke, f' How
darest thou maintain that Jesus was born under the

governorship of Cyrefleus, or Quirinus, when it it

attested that .Quirmus was not governor of Syria, till

more than ten years af^rwards?., How hast thou the

face to say, that Augustus ordered all the world to be .

taxed» and that Mary went to Bethlehem for that pur-

pose ? A tax on all the world ! Whatan expression !

Thou hast heard that Augustus bad a book which con?

tained a detail of the forces of the empire, and its

^fi^aees ; but a tax on aH the subjects of the ^n^ire
isPwffat believer cotfid have thought of, still less coukl»

hfe^thiiik of a taxon all the World. No writer, either

<jlr6^, R<^an, or barbarian, has mentioned such 'an
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spected i'> * ti,'»i>4-j"S . -^r- - -v- - ^--./ -. *;r-'-- -^.fi-^

^ But who ffdNicated these four Gospels? U it jiot

probable liiat they were writteaby Christian' Hellenists,

stupe tht Old Testament :is scarcely ever ^jpfAed^^js^-

,«e^ fpoan^the^pftaDt^veasioDy which ^as wilfiop^p
Jtidea ? l^e apostle knew no more:about the Gnaek
language than Jbsus^id ^

> How could they havequo^e^
the Septant? ' Nothii^ but the miracle of Pentecost

could teach Greek to ignorant Jews. > t ., < , >^^<r

' What a collection of contrarieties and falsehofids

Feniain in these .'four-'-Xjospels I Wem there pnly ^a^aei

it would suffice to shew tliem tohe works of ignpca^seik;

J^d we find lOnlynthe single lale^^ven byi hvikis^ t|^it

Jesus was born under the governorship, of Cyreneus^
when ^Atigustus ordered all the . world.- to; be tstxfid^i

would not this falsehood akme cause us to ^u^owapifay

die book with contempt ? t In the first . place, thiicfi

never .was such a taxation, and no author speal^of^iju

Secondly^ Cyreneus was noi govecnoi of?;^^i% MH
ten yeais . after iihe epecba 4>f the hifth of J^iis.. ^Jit

the Gospels-. tiiere. are almost as^fn^uiyei^xMes !|%^fviQ|d%

m^ tbusdt is they succeed <wit^ the pep^. K^t ii^jw t

' «« .^JH«vija53(j|H|g,.ij^I, 'jlbW»l«Bf« P9ROED YEilSES '»**<>»|;

swm-mi^/t HATHUBtjraSD'TO^lsai jJBiafi Jew «hJ t5»Kf| i|r>f^f;

oilisa«*]i]s of flODamon #pjn»e ^^k^pswi, Ujin ti^^fJ^J|fi

Mh^y fp.isliipidly >0i^nf<&vevl^ f^Fjl^n,^h$^Ji>l(»^^
mie»» yfhkh.mfnte i0qt,4»^qy }ibarw4ft1PCin»i^^!Prf|%
S^ity^r (OQul^.fiibtaMP afly ceedi^.j ,^They^oi^gl^*^T^^
have b^AJtstonishedJf the fisst Christijins had con>

^^'



^•«fted the eB)pen>r% coutt, or the Roti^an senate ; h^
ait s^jeet mob addrds^ itself, to^a opdpulaco not ham
despicable. This is so true, that the Emperor Jultaa^

said in Disc(»}rse to the Chnstmnfi, ^*lt waaemmg)^
fm" yoir at^fifst to reduce a lew servants, a few beggarai

sueh as CorBehin and Sergius. Butletn^be regadrdei^

as die iiH>st impudent oCii^postors^ if amoof tbos»,

who embraced your sect uiidcxbTiberius and Clatklius^

^ere was a single man c^ Wrtk or merit." 4-

t. The fii«t Teasoning Christians, then, exclaimed in
die public places and victtiatitog-^bouses, to the Paganr
who attempted toreason with &em. ^ Be not startled

with our mysteries ; ^ you have recourse to exf^ations

to puige yourselves of your crimed, but we have aa
expiation for more salutary. Your oracles are inferior

t«a» ours; and what we c^fer as a proof to coiuriiioe

yoo that our sect is the only true one is, that you*
own oracles have predicted all ti»t we teach, abdaHp^'

dmt Was done by our Lord Jesiis Christ Hare ytm
not faeafd of the Sibyb ?"-*-" Yes," replied die Pagan!

dii^utants to those of 6alil<^, ^'^bII the Sibyls were
inspired by Jinpiter himself ;\ their fM?edictions areaii'

true."—** Venr weU," leplied the Galrteaasj '^ we will-

^w you Sioyline verses which clearly amidaace
7esus Christ, and then you must acknowledge we are

%ht."
I Behold them immediately ibrging the most stupid

Greek verses that were ever composed ; verses similar

to those of Blackmore and Gibson, of Grub Street

They ascribe them to the Sibyls, tind for the space of
more than four hundred years they did not cease to

establi^ Christianity on this proof, which was. on a

level with the understanding ^ both the deceivers

and the deceived. This first attempt having succeed-
ed^ we even find these puerile impostors attHbutifig to

the Sibyls acrostic vwses, all of which commeaced by
die letters composing the name of Je^us Christ;

sir Ijictantius has preserved, as a^itbecitic pieces^ a great

portion of diese rhapisodies. To diese fabies they

(f

^lilA.^su'k^sii^a'-
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i^i!*pii^i0^^ ^Mp^^a, tii{i^ tkey 4id n^^mm4^ d&iOm
)^f£l^sba ;^ they 4i4 QOt arrest the suaio \ta rOOURse^t

like JpsiHIfl'; ibey 414 ootcrossvthe se^vdi^^lNa^* iUoil

Mfse^^ft^ di^ not^ Ukr J^usy Hsause tbeiqisjelvef (ill

b^^n9p<M?t|ed by the devil to the to^ 0£sl ^k%\&mQmm
laiii; in Qalik«, where^ t^^ could diseoi^^ all the,kie^
4^ili9ipf thaearth : but .l£ey cured the fexer when om
its deciine* and ^v^n the Itch as soon as the patieoii

liad b^eyBi i^^ed)^blooded, purged,,and rubbed. Tbe^
jtkipwJaei i€a«t out devi^,> which was di^ pEincipal obr
ject of the apostles' mission. It is said, in more t^B
one Gospel, that Jesus sent them jMirposely to ca^
put devils. This W9»an ancient prerogative of God^s
people, l^e know that there were exorcists at Jerusa-

leoQi, who cured the possessed by putting into their

noses axJittle of the coot called Baruth^ and by mutter-

ing a few W<M'(i^. taken £»ia Soloqapufs^Songr^ Jeis^

lumseK confesses that t^e Jews bad. this power ;' y€^
i|io devils ever durst tiake possessionof^e governor erf*

a province^ of a senatGO', nor even of a C3aturi(»^

^ooe but the pQer were evec possessed by tbem. «»

. > If die devil oi^jht^ to haare ^z^ .'hokl of any par^
culac individual, it ^shcMild^ have be^ «^iate, yet he
never durst-approach him. Aldiough the Christian

sect was in reality established by this custom, yet it is

sdraost every where^boy£died^(ex€q)t instates obedient

W the JBope, and iu iSomexpf the German x^ntonet;

where the ignorant people^ are unfortunately in sub^

jeetion 1^ bishops and/menksi^^ i^

IMuThiis the Chnstiaos gained credit ^among the ign^
rant people during a whole century, l^e gov^timent
-bt 4hem- alone, v^'egarding;th<»n aft a; Jewisn> sect, and
the Jews were jb^rated. They persecuted neither

J^Jmisees, nor-Sadikicees, nor the Theitipeutaef nor

<£fisehians^ >iior Juda^ ; and diey 4iad a^stitt fre^f^
xeason to jfie^mit .d^> Christians to-ci%^ on in *tb«ll>

^^i' *
fj
>U'J^j!j<"" .• -.::—f

'J ii. . '
-^.

.
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. «!'! "! / 'Allv /
"
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H^ THE iMPORTATVT tXASr^AffeN

^^^^Hiil»efey*^thi9t<tf their being unknown

^

80 little thought of, that neiiher Josephus, nor FhMy
liorPlutarchi deigns to speak' of them; and-if Tacittis

§a^2L few words respecting' them, it i^by confounding
thc^ with the Jews, and stignmtiizihg 'them in 'tTO

most conteniptible manner. Thcfy possessed,* there-

^re,' the greatest facility of extending thieir sect. **

* They were a little enquired after under Domitian i
Some of them ^ere punished under Trajan, and it

was theri that they began -to unite a thousand Mseac-
'^^ounts of mart^, to some others that' were but too

tc . Tlffi JElVg. THEm RmiCULO '*

'mnmm±^-0:^^i^>>Mi-^:S3SE, pbophecies. : -.i^t'^jr^mmfit^f^iM^-

The Christians could never succeed so.well amongp,

^e Jews as they did anoong the populace of the Gen-
tiles. So long as they^eontinued to live according to

l^e Mosaic law, which Jesus had observed all his lifer

itim^ ; so long as they abstained from meats pretended

to be impure, and did notpro^ribe circumcision, they

were regarded only as a particular society of the Jew%s
j^di as the ^dducees, £ssenians, and TberapeutSBs.

They said that it was wrong .to:pnt Jesus to fdeathj^

J^at he was a holy man sent by God, and that he had
fjsen again from the dead* ^s^mm^i - ^a^^

ir These discoveries, it is true, were punished;at J«fii-

salem ; it is. said that they co^ Stephen his life, but

oAerwise this division produced only altercations

between the rigid Jews and half Christians. Theji!

disputed; and the Christians fancied that they has^
found in the Scriptures some passages that- mighty
twisted in fevour of their cause, ;^i,»8t»fi -

' itm^

'-. ', ^ i^i^i'ii-i^mmf;^,^SH^i»£i£:^^^'.

.



Jiffs'-.y ^ " ,-^;, -,-^j;., ;^; -, -v^Tfr' JfJsSW'3; -
" .^^^S5»W^--

j»?^ They,pretendefd; that the Jewish- prophets bad pre-

dieted Jesus Christy and quoted Isakh , who saM tO

king Ahaz,^ " Behold, a viigin (or a young woman,
ALMJk'l^aJJ conceive and bear^ son, s(nd shaiLballhiHk

name Immanuel. Butterand honey^halb he eat^ 'that

he may know to refuse the evil: and choose the goodl
for before the child shall'know to refuse ^e evil and
«hoos& the good« the land that thou abhorrest shall ht
forsaken of both her kings*. And it shall come to pasii

in that day, that the Lord shallhiss fi^r the fly that is in

the uttermost part of ^e rivers of Egypt, and for the

bee that is in the land of Assyria. In the same d9.f

shaU the Lord shave witli a ra^or tliat is hired^ namely^

.

by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria^ tfe

bead and the hair of the feet ; and it shall also consume
the-beardi^'.vii-.iui s-.;s*ii;..; ^-#..4^^^- - .-•.

-. •-^.

i
Chap, yiif, ' *» Merebverr the Lord said unto nacj

Take thee a great roll, and write in it with a man's pen-;

concerning Maher-shalaV-hash-baz. And I went unto
the prophetess, and slie conceived^ and bare a soi^

Then said the Lord to me, Call his name Maher-shd*^

lai-hash-baz," which signifies,^ ''^^ Divide quickly the

spoils.
. ,

•, ^Ui4^JU$<^i-10k- imihh*^ ^^•.- ^'''••i-^^'-i' .fe--^'--^^ >*ii*

"You see clearly," said the Chrlstisms, " thatthd

whole of this evidently signifies the coming of Jesus

Christ. ' The young . woman who has a child is the

Virgin Mary. ' Immanuel* and * Divide quickly the

spoils,' signify our Lord Jesus Christ. As for the

razor ' that is hired to shave the hair of the king of

Assyria,' that is another matter." All these eicplanfti

tions perfectly resemble those of Lord Peter in Dean
Swift's Tale of a Tub. : .|R#t*ii.*|p**p#:.

::.--**
* "

' '.'
'
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1" .\ y\^]

Isaiah vii.
f . ^s^<&

' By Wtiat fraudalent impudence have tlie Christians maiotaiiiea^

that AEMAalwafs signifies a Tirgtn ? Th^e are in tbe Old "Tesfti*^

nwBfc twren^pami^es, /^here a/ma is taken for a wooaan, and eveti^

forarqDCufaiine^y asinSolomdn's Song> chap, vi., aiud.J(^l chap, w
Till the time of Abbe Tutheme, none of the doctors of the church.

"kolsm Hebt'ew,' except Origeu, Jerome, and £phra,im, who wer«
brought up in the country. ''

'
*
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fi% THE4AfP0RTANT IXAJRVAISON .^
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^^ The Jews aoswei^, " We do not see so clearly as

.;^o|u do« tbat.vDivide quickly the spoils/ imd^fili-

manuer sigoify Jesiis ; that Isaiah's young woman Is

a yirgin ; nor. that alma, which is equally i^>reBsive

both of girl anid young woman, signifies Mary/' And
they lau^h^ in the faces of the Christians.

fi. When the Christians said* that Jesus is predicted by
the patriarch Judah, who was to " bind his foab unto

the vine» and wash his garments in wine/'^ 4ind Jesus

having entered Jerusalem on an ass, then Judah '\^

a, type of Jesus. This made the> Je^t^ to iaugb still

more*«fte«:fMl%t«**«^-i»j:f«8# 'W'tim^^^-^^M miuff^m^

^# If they pretended that Jesus was the Shiloh wIk> was
to come before tfaye sceptre had departed from Judah,*

the Jews confounded them by saying, that, since the

Babylonish captivity, the sceptre had never been in

Judah, and that even during the time of Saul, the rod
was not in Judah. Thus the Christians, far from
being able to convert the Jews, were despised and de-

t^t^ by them, and are so still. They were looked

upon as bastards, who, under false titles, wished to

strip the heir of his possession. They then renounced
the hope of converting the- Jews to their cause, and
addressed themsdves wholly to the Gentiles.

-m^^:m^ i^A»^ s^iM^ CHAP. XVI.^***^"!^'^^^*^^'^ ^

4i«? FALSE QUOTATIONS AND PREDICTKHiS tS TIBB GOSftEIJ^'^

;^ To encourage the first they bad to instruct previous"'

to baptism, it was thought good to quote old prophe-

cies, and to make new ones. In tiie Grospels they
quoted old prophecies at random. ,Matthew, or he*

who took the name, says that Joseph " dwelt in a city

called Nazareth ; that it might be fulfilied which wasi

.

' ' • - • '

—

—

' 1 ,;^ ^'r%..
' i-Cen. xHx. 11. _

• ;-^.* lb. 10. r^^ft ''^i q0 i^^md

-T>.-.-.< ^,-«a:Li^£^ if^^ai.
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ft
spoken by the prophet, He shall be called a Nazarene.'

No prophet had made use of these words, Matthew
wrote therefore atraodom.
Luke dares to say, chap, xxi., " And there ishall be

sigss in the suqv and in ' the moon, and in th^ ^ stars

;

l^e sea and the waves roaring. Men's hearts failing

thent for fear, and for looking after thodie things 'which

«re coming on the earth; For the powers ctf' heaven
shall be shaken. And then shall they see ther Son of
of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

iVerifyi I say unto you, this generation shall not pass

away till all be fulfilled ." The generation passed away,
«nd if nothing of this kind happened, it is Dot iny

^It. Paul says neatly as mtich about it, in his

£pistle to the Thessalonians : " Then we; which are

alive and remain, shall be caCight up With them in

the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.'^ '^^ - ^
^

Let any one here interrogate himself, 'Wheth€Jf^*lM'

not he con^ders it possible to cany imposture and
the stupidity of fanaticism to a higher pitch ? -Wl^
it was isieen that such gross falsehoods had been asserttEidi

the fathers of the church did notM to s^^^^at Liike
and' Paul had understood by these predictions the de-

struction of Jerusalefir. But,' I pray you, what has

the destraction of Jerusalem to do with Jesus coming
in the clouds, in great power and majesty ? H

There is, in the Cibspel attributed to John, apil^
sage which shews clearly that this book was not cdm-
posed by a Jew. Jesus said, " A new commandment
I give • unto you , that - ye love one anothdr." Tins

commandment^ so^ from being a new one, is en*-

joined m a mu6h moTe forcible manner in Leviticus,

'fsTbotr Shalt teve thy neighbour ^s thyself."* ^

Itt short, whoever wilt give himsdf tnetrotibfe 6trea0
iog, with attention, the passages where the Old T^tiM
in^nt is quoted, willfindonly atnaftiifest abuseof Wdtds,
and^ the seat of fels^hbod almost in every xrage.

'^

'
' '

"
' •

-
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*i THE IMPORTANT ETAMII

:^i OP THE END OF THE WORLD, AND THE NEW JERUSALEBfci**

If Not only havetbey introduced Jesus on the scene
predicting the end of the worlds even during his own
life-time, but this was also the fanaticisfls of- alt diose

called apostles and disciples-, -i- *

> Peter Barjonas says, in the first Epistle attributed to

him, " For this cause was the Gospel preached also to

them that are dead ; but the end of all things is at

hand."^ In his 2d Epistle^ " We look for new heaven*

and a new earth.
*'^

-!.;fsr im -;3^i oy •^r;fi«:r«

;
The first Epistle attributed to John says, formally,

** Even now are there many anti-christs, wherdby we
know that it is the last time."'

« The Epistle put to the account of this Thaddeus^
surnamed Jude, announces the same folly :

'^ Behold,

the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to

executejudgment upon all."* rjmfe>^fif^c*#f m
^In short, it was this kind of madness Which served

as a foundation for the other respecting the new Jeru-

salem which was to descend from, heaven. The Apo-
calypse announced this approuching adventure ; all the

Christians believed it. New Sibyline verses were
written, in which this Jerusalem was predicted ; this

new city even made ^ts appe^-ance, and the Christians

w^e to dwell in it for a thousand years after the con-
flagration of the world. It descended from heaven
forj^ nights successively. Tertullian sawit himsdf.
The day will come when every honest man will say,

Is it possible tliat meiKhav^itpieot.their time in refuting

this tale of a tub ? '
'

Behold the opinions that caused halif the earth to be
ravaged ! Behold what has given principalities and

rrn'r IrVl

» 1 P^r ir. 6,-7, » 2 Peter iii. 13. • IJobiuij. 1&. * Jade 14-

S:-

it-,-:^- -asti;.^^-: t^jte'ii^



~^^':g y^l'^ ^^^^i<'fr'

kingdoms to hypocritical priests, and xvhich,; iri lall

embolic countries, still precipitates,siD$f4etQns into ihe
dungeons of. a cloister ! ^ .

mt« jU*; I
/' :mMi

9i It 18 iby means of these sjHder-websthat they have

twisted the cords that l»nd us, and they J have, foDod
out Ithe secret of transforming them; into chaips .of

iron! Great God! It is for su[ch fooleries, ihat

£urope has weltered in blood, and that Charles I. died

on the scaffold i Ordestiny ! When la parcel of

half Jews wrote their dull impertinences in .barns, did

they perceive that.they-were, preparing thrones for the

abominable Pope Alexander Vlth., and for this brave

villain of a Cromwell ? >J^-tiiiiJ-> ii; .«^ i^.r'*^«^«i »fil>

.|.iP/*'-''*H'^. •^•»t§r -' rjjjAp XVIII ' '' *'* i^ '^'^^^"^

./-:*'idq^'.q m bun '^M\br A£LEi60RIES^'. ^^^Uk u'h» V'iC^i^ui-,

I Those whom we call fathers of the church, adopted

a trick singular enough, to confirm those who were
preparing to be baptised, in their new belief. In die

course of time, th^y found disciples who reasoned a
litde, and adopted the plan of teaching diem, that all

the Old Testament; is ionlyla _type of the new. The
piece of scarlet cloth which the prostitute Rahab hung
out at iier window to avert the spies^of iloshua^ signi-

fies the blood of Jesus Christ shed for our sins,

^'^arah^ -and her servant Hi^r, blealMeyedLei^ 4ind

beautiful Rachel, are^tbe'^ynagolg^e and 'the ch««
Moses lifting up his bands when"h6 ga^e battl<e to die

Amalekitte, w evidently the sign of thecfoss, i^ we
are exaeti^ln the slape of a cross when westretch iout

our arms^o the right and to the left. Jos^h s61d by
bis brethren is Jesus Christ. The kisses given on-

the mouth of the Sbulsodite, ^&c. in vSokwaipn's Song,

^reti^sibly^the miarris^eofJesus Christ wi^^his church.

The bride had then no dowry^ at that time she was not

'*w^J-c8tablished. \m^m^ ^^mm^m^vr -
'^"

' i-':



.The pec^le^id not kitow what,to.believe; no.doginai

was ^yet. preciaeLy agreed opoQ. . Jesus had written nor-

thing. What a strange legislator must^ that man have
been whbsehand did not tiace:a single line ! Thismade
itoecessa^i to write ; ;tbey then abandon themselves to

this good> news ;.to these gospels^ to these act»o£ which
we have already spoken, and all the Old Testament is

,,|urDed inta^c^ories of the new. . Jt ianotsmfarising

jftot Clateclnimens, fascinated by those who unshed to

j&»si a fsaty, saiTered. themselves to be seduced by
^dse &ncies.that.aie always pleasing.to the.peopie.

^i^Tbis.plan contributed more ik»A any thing: else^to

the propagation of Christianity^ whic^, spr^d its^
secretly from one end of the empire to the other, with-

out the magistrates at that time deigning to take any
notice of it.

What a ridiculous and foolish notion to make the
bistory of a horde of jb^gg^ms, a type and a prophecy

of every thing that shoiild happen in die world in all

^
«»cceei£ng ^es ! .^li :ti)miiiiA4im ^^ am..

4^k:mi.'^imkM- '-f^ml--' - -'liiiisiri^^ *>i^w X

md^i^mi^i t>*te-i^*kfr^~":> i>i'n-Ji ^i^m^ i4i^f^ i-^ -'O -

MM'.,i^ -^fOmM ^a>**aj»s*#* i^M^u-^^i^ii U-iimt>F>' h(t^->^m^^

.??.^^IV '';•.!';-* 'A;'^"-- ;,•. -
-:^^ :'':'-:"'^ ,-.^:^y^-^

,^:l>^fL^. better tQ enabkp.tbem tQ s^uce^ the umi^^ted

f^m»S tlie? fiiB^i centuriesj they jdicJiPQ^MVW Wfete^t
^1^ §pc^M h^n f^p^qted 1^ the Bprnapsi. ^d/^^vrai

I by %h^fiVKper<m theflas^lv^es. Jb^nvwi ftotjj^jM^ |o

J fyrge a f^no^r <tf writings w\mk^ ife^i^i|t3»bufed to

i^^^a^i th^ also pade JPiJate ,wii^^. .|u^iV9nd l^erw

j;ttlli|a9 .^upte the " Acts, of ^jyiate,'* . ;^.;&^ #ie

JM€>r|^jftt^.^pelofN>cQdei««s. U v> i i ?
^^

g^^Mm^fif^^kmrmmfi i»p8^ges of .thijifimt^ktier of

;Pila|e|o^TJb^ip9tr^hicK^km fiu^^ b^ii >>lHi*i -^dT

^ >^* It has lately happened, and I h^^.^iUumeAU,

::J#«

- a--- -'. ^'r^Jtfx.^?^:^



=;tr:^^3^aF^. •;- ": :-?rw
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that the envy of the Jfews has ^[^^[W^rt^tOT^h^

^

judgHient; 'Their Gbd having promised to send them
^

his saint from heaven, to be. their true king, and
having promised that he should be the son of a virgin,

the God of the Hebrews did really send him while I

presided in Judea. - The principal Jews denounced
him to me as a magician, I believed it, ordered him to

be floggedj £ind tb^n abandoned him: to them. They .

crucified him, put guards round his sepulchre, and he
rose again the third day/' This ancient letter is very
important, ais it sbewis us thatj at that time, the Chris-

tiatw had.not yet ddred to suppose that Jesus was God.
They merely say he. was sent from God. If he had
then- been "a God, Pilate, whom' they cause to speak,

would not have failed to say so. ^ '^"^

-irlnlthe 2d letter he says, that if he had not feared

a sedition i' perhaps this noble Jew would Jstill Have
lived. ." Fortasse vir ilk nobilis viveret" They
likewise forged a ijnore detailed account which was attriT

DUted to Pilate. i
;

. -Eusiebius of Csesarea, book vii* of his Ecclesiasti-

cal Hi^twy, assures us, that the woman troubled with
tile fluxj who w^s cured by Jesus Christ, was a citi-,

zeness of Caesarea ; he has seen her statue at thie foot

of that of Jesusi. Round the base there ' are herhsk .

which cure all kinds of diseases. '><:'•-.

. They likewise gave out a pretended e^ict of Tibe*

rius, to rank Jesus among the gods. They invented^
letters from Paul to Seneca, and from Seneca to Pauh %_

Empi^K>rs, philosophers, and apostles were all put to

contribution ; it was an uninterrupted courseof frauds ;

some :of them merely fanatical, the others political. •

n- A fanatical lie^ for exailaple, is that of » writi rig the

Revelation and attributing it to Johnii which is only
an absurdity ; a politicaUie is that of writing the book
of Constitutions,' arid attributing it to the apostles.

All these- supposititious books, all these fakehoods^

which have been denominated pious, were put only

into the bands of the faithfuh It was an enorinQu»

H

J^^-'fl:-;.^ •-'v^-. *.*
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offence to %roiiiiiiiciife tK^ to^ Rtmians, id^
had scarcely any knowledge of them during the space

of two hundred years ; thus the flock incpeased daily.

- #*^ipfi#lll**^#>%'*' CHAP " vy*!l*^^^^'^*tj»??f*?5««if*?

., OP THE ERINC^AL IMPOSllTONS OF THE FffiST CHRIStlANS.

> ^^E of the oldest impositions of these new demoi'

niacs, was the " Testament of the twelve P^Uriarchs,**

aod we still have entire the Greek transkition of it b^r

John, surnamed St. Chrysostom.

This ancient book, which was written in the first

<;entury of^ our aera, is visibly the production of a
Christian, because it makes Levi say in the 8tb arti-

cle of his Testament, " The third shall have a new
name, because he shall be a king of Judah." This
signifies Jesus Christ, who has never been designated

but by «uch like impostures. . .; i c^ ;
u

.

They invented the Testaments of Moses^ EwSch,

and Joseph, their ascension or assumj^n intoheaveft,

that (^ Moses, Abraham, Elda, Moda, Elias, Sqjhonia,

Zachariah, and Habakkuk. At the same time they

forged the &mous book of Enoch, which is the Onfy
foundation for all the mystery of Christianity, since

it is in this book alone that we find the faistcny of the

rebellious angels who had sinned. It is certain, that

the writing attributed to the apostles were not com<>

posed till after the feble of Enoch, which was writteii

in Greek by some Christian of Alexandria. Jade, in

his Epistle, quotes this Enoch more than once f he
rqx>rts his own words, and is so destitute of cmnmon
sense, as fx> assert that Enoch, who was the seventh

man after Adam, bad written prophecies. f^«

^: Here, then, we hzsfe two vile imposkkms weli al^

tested; that of ttie Christian who invemed the book

J«del4. .-: :'.jutn, -Jiu vMti-:
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of Enoch, and that of the Christian who invente4 the

Epistle of Jude, inr which the words of Enoch are

related. There was never a mor^^tupid falsehood.

It is very Useless to enquire who was the principal

author of these frauds, which insensibly gained credit,

but there is some probability that it was Hegesippus/
whose fables had a great run, and who was quoted by
Tertullian, and afterwards copied by Eusebius.

The supposititious letter of Jesus Christ to a pre-

tended kinff of the city of Edessa, which had pot then

a king, ana the journey of Thaddeus (or Jude) to this

king, were four hundred years in vc^e among the

first Christians.

, Whoever wrote a gospel, or undertook to teach his

little rising flock, itnputed to Jesus discourses and
actions which are not i^entroned in our four Gospels.. It

is thus that in the 20tfe chapter of the Acts of the

Apostles, Paul quot^ these words of Jesus: "It is'

more blessed to give than to receive."* These words
are not to be found in Matthew, Mark, Luke, ndl
John. ', '

- The travels of Peter, the revefation of Peter, the

acts pf.Pafd and of Thecle, the. letters firoth Paul to

Seneca, and irom Seneca tb Paul, the actsof l^late

and the letters of Pilate, are sufficiently known aitio&g

the learned, and it is useless to rummage among these

archives of falsehood and absurdity.

,
They carried their nonsense to such a pitch, as

to^^ write the history of Claudia Proculai who was
Pilate's wife.

^ Acts XX. 35.

^mi
*

I

t^.

^ '
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' I CONCLUDE, that every sensible man, every honest
man, ought to hold Christianity in abhorrence. " The
great name of Theist, which we can never sufficiently

revere,"* is the only name we ought to adopt.

^ The only gospel we should read is the grand b<K>k

of nature, written with God's own hand, and stamped
with his own seal. The only religion we ought to pro-

fess is, " to adore God, and act like honest men."
It would be as impossible for this simple and eternal

religion to produce evil, as it would beja^^^s^le^for
Christian fanaticism not to produce it. /,- ., '^^,Xl

^^ Natural religion can never be made to say, " Think
not that I am come to send pe^ce on earth ; I came not
to send peace, but a sword.*'* Yet this is the first con-

fession they put into the mouth bf a Jew whom they
call Christ. .. .^.v,/ j , » - > .

1,. Men are very blind aiid'wifetched to prefer^an absurd
sind sanguinary sect, maintained by hangmen and sur-

rounded by. funeral piles ; a sect which could And.no
admirers but among those ^a whom it communicated
wealth and power, a particular sect received only in a

small portion of the globe, in preference to ;» simple

and uni^nersal religion, which even, by the confession

of Christians, was the religion of the human race

during the ages of Seth, Enoch, and Noah. If the

religion of the first paftriarchs were true, certainly the

religion of Jesus must be false.

, Sovereigns have submitted themselves to this sect,

t^ioking they wquIjc^ be more respected by their own
subjects, by loading themselves with the yoke which

:^ • Shaftesbury. » Matt. x. 34. .'. ^>l/^4
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v^asidaposed upon, the people. They did. noteperceive

that they made themsetves ithefifst slasr^ ofithe^ptieitBi^

and in one Mlfi o£>iEi]iifiip€| they, htaye'not::yet i»eh^

ensdi^lod to render themselves independent. .And pray?

what .kijQg, what magistrate,; what ifatherofu a family^

wouMlK>t rather be)l^einaster of his own house, thah^

be j:he aiaye of a priest ? ; ., . ./;,.;> ^ -

/What
!

^ The (innumerable numb^ =6f citizensthat

have be^ Jlijured, exconimunicate^jl reduced. to beg-

gary, killed, and their, boitij^s cast .on,the <high-way ^;

the number of princes dethroned and assassinated, has

not yet opened men's eyes ! And when we do open
them, we perceive that this fatal idol is not yet demo-
lished!

But what shall we substitute in its place, say you !

What ? A ferocious animal has sucked the blood of
my relatives. I tell you to rid yourselves of this

beast, and you ask me what you shall put in its place

!

Is it you that put this question to me ? Then you
are a hundred times nK>rei odious than the pagan pon-
tiffs, who permitted themselves to enjoy tranquillity

among their ceremonies and sacrifices, who did not

attempt to enslave the mind by dogmas, who never
disputed the powers of the magistrates, and who intro-

duced no discord among mankind. You have the lace

to ask what you must substitute in the place of your
fables ? I answer you, " God, truth, virtue, laws,

rewards, and punishments." Preach probity, and do
not preach dogmas ; be the priests of God, and not

the priests of a man.
After having, in |he presence of God, weighed

Christianity in the balance of truth, we must likewise

weigh it in the balance of policy. It would be both

dangerous and irrational to give all at once such a blow
to Christianity as was given to Popery.

I am of opinion, that in our own island, the hierar-

chy ought to be suffered to exist as by Act of Parlia-

ment established, always keeping it in subjection to

the civil power, and preventing it from doing mischief.

'•^'
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It is cioubtlessdesirable,thatthe kbl weie'demolished,
aad liiat we might be permitted to o£[er God a miore

aim|ile adoration, but die people are not yet ready for

Hie change. It will be salient at the preseat timie

far our church to be kept within proper bounds. J\s

the laymen become more «iUight^ied, leas mischief
will be experienced firom the priesthood. Let us en-

deavour to enlighten the clergy themselves, to make
them blush for their errors, and to persuade Ihem, by
d^grees^ to become useftil citizens '^ hf^n-^h^U^' ^-fmi

-t.»frr-5 Trr ;o.i h'. V'a !;;;/J km: ifjffi ^ibi^v^^ vvr^=;^m5=?i^

! ^J'ittbl^il {ii iHt[-iSl,^U jiVir/ SiiAff- 'its 'A^fi tiOfhiU) J^^>i^:l

]}<j-f .il'}iii • itMil i: fH}i|P9y?>'i«i{^^ JOq- 3mit iiOV 1f7i*C-

I, ^*iijf->/f fboD 'tv»-.?>'>ff^^'iq s>jft or ,;^7srf ': 7^/V ^ ''''
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