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RECOLLECTIONS
AT THE

CLOSE OF THE YEAR.

THE important concerns of the soul and eternity

ought to engage the attention, and occupy the first

place in the mind, of every rational being. We are born
for eternity, and our state there will be according as we
leave the present world. " Whatsoever a man soweth,

that shall he also reap." No person lives to any good
purpose, who does not make the glory of God, the good
of his own soul, and the happiness of others, his princi-

pal concern. No matter what is regarded, if the one
thing needful be neglected. Be diligent in business^ferient

in spirit^ serving the Lord, is the advice of an inspired

Apostle.

The beginning of a neiv year appears to be a most suit-

able time to address you upon these important subjects.

Many who entered the last year with us are now no
more; their souls are fixed in an eternal and unchange-
able state. Parents and children, husbands and wives,

brothers and sisters, the nearest and dearest relations,

have been separated by death. Many who are now alive,

and in the possession of health and strength, will be re-

moved out of time into eternity before the close of the

present year ; and perhaps you and I may be among the

number. This thought should produce some such ques-

tion as this :
*' As many of my neighbours have died the

last year, and perhaps this may be my last ; am I ready,

should I be called, to die? This is an important question,

which no time should be lost in answering, and which ifc

is both your duty and interest to put to your heart, with

the utmost seriousness, accompanied with earnest prayer

to God for the assistance of his Holy Spirit and grace. In

order to know this, enter upon a serious and impartial
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examination into your past life. Ask yourself this ques-

tion, Hoio has my former time been spent
^
particularly the

last year^ both as to God and as to man ?

First, As IT RESFECTS YOUR DUTY TOWARDS GoD.
What regard have you paid to his commands ? Have

you scrupulously endeavoured to conform to his word and

will ? Let me mention a few things which may assist you
in the inquiry. God commands you to fear him. Have you

obeyed this command ? Perhaps you wish an explanation

of the duty : I will give it you. " The fear of the Lord

is the beginning of wisdom,'' saith the wise man. Fear

is a gracious habit, a holy affection, wrought in the heart

by the Holy Spirit of God, whereby it is inclined and dis-

posed seriously to regard God's authority, obey his com-
mands, and hate whatever is sinful and displeasing to

him. The fear of God principally consists in a studious

endeavour to avoid sin. God is a just and holy being ; he

hates sin and sinners. This appears from the declara-

tions of his word, and the examples of his vengeance upon
wicked men as recorded in the Scriptures. The Bible

declares, God is angry loith the wicked every day: the curse

of the Lord is in the house of the ivicked ; he hates all ivork'

ers of iniquity ; the wicked shall be turned into hell: with

many more such solemn declarations. Be assured, that,

however trifling sin may appear to you now, a period will

come, when, if you die without pardon through the blood

of Jesus Christ, you will feel its dreadful effects, without

remedy, for ever. The fear of God in the heart will ope-

rate as an antidote against sin. It did so in the case of

virtuous Joseph and holy Nehemiah, when tempted to it.

And if you possess the fear of God, you will, like them,

say, when sin presents itself, " How shall I do this wick-
edness, and sin against God ?*' " The fear of the Lord is

to hate evi].'^

Again. God requires you to remember the Sabbath-day

to keep it holy. Reflect how you have hitherto spent this

holy day. Have you obeyed the divine command ? The
profanation of the Lord's day has often proved the fore-

runner of fatal evils. Many who have suffered an igno-

minious death have traced their misery to this source. A
few questions may be necessary upon this subject.

Have you diligently and seriously attended the public

worship of God vourself, and been careful that those
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under your authority have done the same? Perhaps

conscience replies, " I have been shamefully remiss in

this part of my duty ; I have neglected the public worship

of God.'' It is well to be convinced of having done

wrong, if that conviction be followed with a deteimination

to be diligent in future. May the house of God witness

your presence for the time to come

!

Have you abstained from doing those things on the

Lord's day, which are lawful to be done upon other

days ? Read the command through, as recorded in the

20th chapter of Exodus, from the Sth to the Uth verse.

Observe how strict and extensive it is.

Have you not spent many of your Sabbaths in idleness,

business, or pleasure, and made it a day of ease or

recreation, rather than of diligent and serious devotedness

to God ? How can we expect to live with God in heaven,

if we delight not in his service upon earth? If the service

of God is not pleasant to us, we have no evidence that we
are in the w^ay to heaven, or that we shall worship him
there hereafter. Remember, that, as the displeasure of

God is against those who neglect or profane his Sabbaths,

so his blessing is promised to those who observe and keep
them. Hear what the Lord saith, " Blessed is the man
that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth
his hand from doing any evih If thou turn away thy foot

from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy

day; and call the Sabbath a Delight, the Holy of the

Lord, Honourable : and shalt honour him, not doing thine

own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words ; then shalt thou delight thyself in the

Lord."

Again. God requires you to seek him. '' Seek the

Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is

near." To seek the Lord is to pray unto him. How many
thousands in the world live without prayer ! Are you one
of that number ? A good mxan once said, " They who
spend their days in prayer, shall end their days in peace."
The man who lives without prayer, lives without the fear

of God. Though the Lord gives all his blessings freely,

without merit on our part, yet he expects to be asked for

the mercies we need. To pray aright, we must pray
sincerely, God does not look at the elegance of the words,
but at the sincerity of the heart. The publican offered a
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very short, but comprehensive prayer ; God be merciful to

me a sinner. He felt himself a miserable sinner, and
mercy was his plea. This plea let us offer through Jesus

Christ the mediator ; for no prayer can be accept-

able to God but that which comes from the heart, and is

presented through the merits and mediation of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Once more. God requires you to believe on the Lord Jesus

Christ. What said Jesus Christ ? *' He that believeth

not shall be damned.*'

Perhaps you will reply, This I have always done ever

since I was capable ofjudging for myself God forbid that I

should not believe in Jesus Christ! —But have you not

taken tliis important matter upon trust, and presumed you
were a believer without scriptural evidence ? Numbers
have been deceived, and possibly you are mistaken here»

Believing is not that easy, universal thing, which the ge-

nerality of mankind conceive it to be. Faith is a grace
wrought in the heart by the Spirit of God, and possessed

by none but those who are in a state of salvation. I will

explain it, for your instruction. Faith is believing a re-

port, giving credit to a testimony, upon the authority of

another, and is opposed to doubting or unbelief. Divine

faith is giving credit to the word of God, upon the autho-

rity of God. Faith has respect to the whole of divine

revelation.

First., Faith in the Law of God will be attended

with a firm belief and persuasion, that we are guilty and
ruined, as transgressors of its holy precepts. We shall

feel the force of that declaration of the apostle Paul,
" Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things

which are written in the book of the law, to do them ;" and
be conscious, that, as we have not come up to its require-

ments, but, on the contrary, have broken the law in in-

numerable instances, we are under its curse, and, of

course, exposed to the displeasure of a just and holy God.
Faith in the law of God will be attended with a know-
ledge of its purity and extent; by which we shall be con-
vinced that our obedience is so defective, and falls so

short of what the law demands, that we cannot expect to

merit the favour of God, appease his wrath, or obtain the

pardon of our sins, by our own morality, or good works.
Secondly, Faith in the Gospel will be attended with a
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belief and persuasion, that the Lord Jesus Christ is

freely offered to sinners. By the laio is the knowledge
of sin, by the gospel is the knowledge of Christ. The
gospel reveals the blessed Saviour as able and willing

to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by
him. Here we find this encouraging promise, " Him that

cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out.''

Again. This faith, as it has salvation for its final

issue, so it has holiness for its fruit. St. James says,

Faith without works is dead, being alone. Among other

fruits, the following always spring from saving faith :

1. A universal hatred of sin. Believers are delivered

from the love and power of sin. They studiously endea-

vour to avoid it; sinful thoughts, sinful words, and sinful

actions, are their abhorrence. Sin is bitter to a believing

soul.

2. Supreme love to Christ is another fruit. The love of

sin and tlie love of Christ, cannot dwell in the same
heart. We cannot love Christ, the suffering Saviour,

and sin, which was the cause of his sufferings. True
believers love to think of Christ—to hear of Christ—
to read of Christ—to speak of Christ. They are grieved

when his name is blasphemed, his gospel opposed, and
his salvation neglected. Another fruit is,

3. Holiness^—a walking so as to please God. Believers

wish to make the word of God the rule, and the example
of Christ the pattern, of their practice. They are found

in the discharge of all religious duties ; like Zechariah

and Elisabeth, they walk in all the ordinances and com-
mands of the Lord blameless. Before we proceed any fur-

ther, let me earnestly intreat you to examine with serious-

ness, impartiality, and earnest prayer to God, how far

your experience agrees with these things. Can you ap-

peal to that God who knows the secrets of all hearts, that

you possess these marks of being a believer in the Lord
Jesus Christ ? Can you truly, and from your heart, say,

that you hate sin—that you love Christ—that you desire

to glorify God, by living according to his word ? If you
can say these things, you have much to praise God for.

You are a believer, and in the Lord's time you shall re-

ceive the end of your faith—the salvation of your soul.

But if, on the contrary, you cannot make this solemn ap-

peal to God, you have just cause to be alarmed ; you have
136
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been hitherto deceiving yourself with a false hope, which
will fail you in the day of trial.

I have been speaking ofyour duty towards God. Let us

consider, Secondly, What has been your conduct to-
wards YOUR .NEIGHBOUR ? Have you attended to our Sa-
viour's Golden Rule? "Whatever ye would that men should

do to you, do ye even so to them." The whole law may be
summed up in love to God, and love to man. Have you en-

deavoured to do all the good which it has been within

your power to do ? Have you visited the sick, relieved the

widow and fatherless, and comforted the distressed ?

Have you distributed of your abundance (if the Lord has

blessed you with affluence) to the poor and indigent ; and
never withheld your hand, when poverty claimed your

benevolence ? Have you taken delight in doing good ?

Again. Though we owe much to God, and to our

neighbour, we owe much to ourselves also. Self-interest

is a prevailing principle ; and, when it operates in a right

way, it is a good one. That person who lives without

God in the world, is an enemy to himself; so saith the

Lord in the Scriptures: " He that sinneth against me,
wrongeth his own soul.'* Consider, I earnestly beseech

you, that you have an immortal soul, v/hich must be

either happy or miserable to all eternity. This precious

jewel ought to be esteemed of more value to you than a

world
;
yea, than a thousand worlds. Our blessed Saviour

knew the value of a soul. His deep humility—his unpa-
ralleled sufferings—his painful death, prove it. His words
also declare it. Hear his declaration, '' What is a man
profited, if he gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul ? What can a man give in exchange for his soul ?*'

Has the salvation of your soul been, in your esteem, the

one thing needful ? Have you been more concerned about
what will be your state in eternity, than how you shall

live in the present world ? Many are dying around you
;

and perhaps your continuance here may be very short.

Present health and strength are no security against death.

How many are cut down suddenly without any previous
warning, and others, after a few days' sickness I These
events have a voice, saying, " Prepare to meet thy God;"
" Be ye also ready." You may have been nearer death, in

your own apprehension, than you are now
;

yet death
was never so near you as it is now. We should think of
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7
death as though we were dying. It is the great business

of life to prepare for eternity. Perhaps you will be con-
strained to say, / have hitherto been too remiss^ too much
unconcerned about my soul ; but I intend to alter my conduct.

I rejoice if this be the case : but when do you mean to

begin this important business ? Delays are dangerous ; a
day maybe fatal. Let me prevail upon you to begin with
a new year. You have now entered upon a new series of
time. What time more proper than tkis^ to begin with
God ?—The Lord may say to you, as he did to one of old,
'' This year thou shalt die!" Do you inquire, Hcao shall

I enter upon this duty ? I answer,

1. Begin with humble and earnest prayer. Without this

you cannot expect success. In the exercise of this dutv,
you have the promise of God for your encouragement.
'' Seek, and ye shall find ; ask, and ye shall receive;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.'' Prayer is pre-
vailing. Let it be your daily exercise. Cease no to

pray till you cease to breathe.

2. Search the Scriptures. Here you have a certain rule
to direct you, in respect both to faith and practice.

Pray for the assistance of the Holy Spirit, to lead you
into all truth. God has promised to give his Holy
Spirit to them who ask him. Blest with his enlightening
influences, you will so read the Bible as to become wise
to salvation.

S. Constantly and seriously attend the public worship of
Almighty God. Here the Lord is peculiarly present.

Jesus Christ said, " Wherever two or three are met to-

gether in my name, there am I in the midst.'' Numbers
now in heaven, and many in the way to it, have cause to

bless God for the public preaching of his gospel

4. Watch daily against the world and sin^ and whatever
may have a tendency to divert your attention from the

important concerns of your soul and eternity. INJany

will endeavour to turn you out of the way, or to impede
your progress in it ; but remember that, as nothing is

equally valuable with your soul, so nothing ought to be
placed in competition with it. Let Joshua's resolution

be yours :
" Choose you whom ye will serve ; as for me

and my house, we will serve the Lord.'' Acting thus,

you will make a happy choice
;
you will be useful in the

present worlds and happy in that which is to come.
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Time fixes.

Time, by moments, steals away,
First the hour, and then the day

;

Small the daily loss appears,

But it soon amounts to years
;

Thus another year is flown.

Now it is no more our own,
(If it brought or promis'd good,)

Than the years before the flood.

But (may none of us forget)

It has left us much in debt

;

Favours from the Lord received,

Sins that have his Spirit griev'd,

MarkM by an unerring hand,

In his book recorded stand ;

Who can tell the vast amount,

Plac'd to each, of our account I

Happy the believing soul

!

Christ for you has paid the whole

;

While you own the debt is large,

You may plead a full discharge ;

But, poor careless sinner, say,

What can you to justice pay ?

Tremble, lest when life is past,

Into prison you be cast

;
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