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REPORT
OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS

OF CANADA.

To His Excellency The Right Honorable Charles Stanley Vis-

count MoNCK, Baron Monck of Ballytrammon, in the County

of Wexford, Governor General of British North America, etc.,

etc.^ etc.

May it Please Your Excellency:

I have the honor, in conformity with the provisions of the Public Lands Act, (23r(l

Vic, cap. 2) of submitting to Your Excellency, the following Report of the proceedings,

transactions and affairs of the. Department of Crown Lands, for the year ending 31st

December, 1861, to be laid before the Legislature.

Following the order observed in former Reports, I shall commence with statistical

details, and conclude by general observations.

L OWER C A NADA.

CROWN LANDS.

During the year, 273,835 acres were sold for $126,043.90, and $73,915.69 were

received on account of sales, including payments on sales of previous years. 9,811 acres

were disposed of as Gratuitous Locations on the Colonization Roads.

Adding the quantity surveyed during the year, 480,288 acres, to the 5,397,191 acres

disposable at the close of 1860, and deducting the number of acres sold and granted

gratuitously, viz. : 283,646 acres, leaves a balance of 5,593,833 acres for future disposal.

CLERGY LANDS.
41,299 acres were sold, the purchase money being $36,511.78, and the gross amount

eceived in payment of instalments, rents, &c., ^26,869.87, from which deducting the



re-funds and commission, amounting to 15,380.65, a net revenue of ^21,489.22 re-

mains.

The balance remaining unsold, at the end of the year, was 392,502 J acres.

THE JESUITS' ESTATES.

The sum of $18,619.50 has been received fron: these estates in the year 1861, of

which $6,592.98, being arrears due previous to the 19th June, 1856, the capital of certain

rentes constituees, &c., amounts on purchase of lots of land in the Seigniories, and mill, &c.

is on account of the " Lower Canada Superior Education Investment Fund," "as per pro-

visions of Act 19 Vic, ch. 54 (Consolidated Statutes of Lower Canada, ch. 15); the bal-

ance, $12,026.52, being revenue, is on account of the " Lower Canada Superior Education

Income Fund," in accordance with said Act.

The expenses for the year, comprising agents' salary, commission and disbursements,

and including $436.01 for law costs, amount to $3,601.11; leaving the net receipts

$15,018.39. These law costs were paid in two suits, wherein the Crown acquired at judi-

cial sale, property formerly sold by it, on which balances remained due ; and for which it

had a privilege of Bailleur de/onds, the property at such judicial sale realizing less than

said balances. The greater part of these costs is paid back into the hands of the Govern-

ment by the legal functionaries of the Courts, and can therefore scarcely come under the

head ot actual expenses.

A detailed statement (see Appendix No. 14), shewing the receipts and expenses,

&c., accompanies the present Report.

THE CROWN DOMAIN.

The gross receipts from the Queen's Domain in Lower Canada, in 1861, were $8,117.97,

being Lods et Ventes, Cens et rentes, &c., Censive of Quebec, and Quint, rents, sales and

interest on sales of beach and deep water lots and patent fees, Lower Canada, &c.

The expenses amount to $2,012.31, for agents' salary, commission and disbursements,

&o., and comprise also two sums refunded, and law costs, and survey reimbursed since pay-

ment of same ; the net revenue remaining at $6,105.66. (See Statement, Appendix No. 16.)

The Forges of St. Maurice, together with a number of the lots in the Township of

St. Maurice, for which titles had not been issued by the original grantees to the settlers,

were seized in virtue of a judgment obtained by the Crown for non-payment of the balance

of the purchase price of the property, and sold on the 22nd October. The Forges, not

bringing the value set upon them by the Crown, were acquired by the latter for $7,200

and are now for sale. Nearly all the lands, most of which were squatted upon and im-

proved, were also bought by the Crown to be disposed of to the settlers.

SEIGNIORY OF LAUZON.

This property yielded, in 1861, $12,569.97 ; from which, deduct $1,072.02, expenses

for salary and disbursements, &c., leaving the net receipts $11,497.95—for details of which

see Statement in Appendix No. 15



UPPER CANADA

CROWN LANDS.

At the commencement of the year, there were 1,853,121 acres of Crown Lands on

hand in Upper Canada, and 456,842 acres were added by surveys of the waste lands ; from

which substract the quantity sold, 257,933 J acres, and granted gratuitously on Coloniza-

tion Koads, 30,800 acres, there remained 2,021,229J acres disposable at its close.

The purchase money of the lands sold during the year amounted to $338,153.88 5

the gross amount of collections, $276,170.10.

CLERGY LANDS.

There were 74,366 acres sold, the purchase money of which was $181,674.37. The

gross amount of the receipts during the year was $298,129.24, the commissions and refund

$60,099.20, leaving the net proceeds $238,030.04, for appropriation under the provision^

of the Clergy Reserves Act. There are 124,608| acres of these lands yet undisposed of.

GRAMMAR SCHOOL LANDS.

5,729 acres of the 60,412 acres disposable on the 1st of January, 1861, were sold for

$8,527.79, leaving a balance of 54,683 acres for future sale. The gross receipts of the

year were $22,050,74, the commission $4,372.13, and the net proceeds $17,678.61.

COMMON SCHOOL LANDS.
The sales of these lands amounted to 4,498^ acres during the past year, leaving only

12,016i acres of the million set apart, under the authority of the Act 12th Vic. cap. 200

on hand,

The purchase money of the lands sold amounts to $14,580.00, the gross collections to

$111,514.25, commission, refunds and other disbursements to $22,380.47, leaving a net

income of $88,683.78.

The total net amount realized from these lands to 31st December, 1861, is $744,640.44.

Statement of the number of acres sold, amount of sales, and amounts collected in

Upper and Lower Canada, for the years 1860 and 1861.



OKDNANCE LANDS.

The unexpected aspect of public affairs made it inexpedient to proceed, for the pres-

ent, with the sale of Ordnance property on the frontiers. The sale of Fort Ingall, at Lake

Temiscouata, was, therefore, countermanded; the sale of lands at Fort Erie was suspended;

the sale of lots at Kingston was deferred ; and no further steps taken towards the laying

off of lots at the Coteau du Lac.

The barracks and buildings at the following points have been placed at the disposal

of the General Commanding-in- Chief, for the use of her Majesty's troops; in Upper

Canada, at Toronto, London and Niagara ; in Lower Canada, at Chambly, St. Johns, and

Isle Aux Noix ; also Fort Ingall, on Lake Temiscouata.

The occasion has been improved to give special attention to the application of numer-

ous parties on the line of the Rideau navigation. These cases presented conflicting

claims and complications which required careful investigation. All these cases, except

two, have been finally disposed of in the Townships of Kingston and Leeds, Pittsburg and

Storrington, North and South Crosby, aud the settlement cordially accepted by the partie*

concerned. The number of acres sold, in varying and most irregular allotments, is 3748

acres. The amount realized has been $21,049. In all cases the first instalment of ten

per cent, was paid as closing the agreement.

It is hoped that in the course of next summer the remaining cases on the Rideau

Canal, and in and about the City of Ottawa, may be inquired into and finally dis~

posed of.

Many scattered cases throughout the country have, in like manner, been investigated,

reported on and settled, without, in any case, dispossessing an actual occupant in good

faith ; squatters have been converted into hopeful and thrifty settlers, to their own good

and that of the country at large, and to the advantage of the revenue to be derived from

these Lands. The distinction between squatters on the forest lands, and those who have

chosen to occupy city lots, has been kept in view.. The latter who for years have enjoyed

such lots without even paying for the use of them, have not been and ought not to be

treated as entitled to any consideration.

Total number of acres sold since 1856 5908

Total amount of sales $197,352.15

Total amount realized by instalments 31,266.00

The amount received from the Ordnance Lands in 1861, is as follows

:

Proceeds of sales ^ 8,195.02

Proceeds of rents 14,906.56

Total I 23,101.58

The expenses for the same period have been 8,878.64



The amounts which may be credited to the Militia Fund for 1862 are as follows :

Interest at 6 per cent, on $36,770.76, realized from sales in

1857, '58, '59, '60, and '61, and transferred to Consoli-

dated Fund $2,206.24

Interest at 6 per cent, on value of properties assumed by the

Province for public purposes (excepting always Me[Aux

Noix and St. Johns) as heretofore estimated 36,468.00

Net rental for 1861 6,029.92

844,702.16

During the last session of the Provincial Parliament, a most valuable enactment was

passed, based upon careful survey, establishing the lines of streets and the boundaries of

lots in the central and lower portions of the City of Ottawa, which will greatly tend to

quiet titles and forestall litigation in that growing community.

It would be wise to await the perfect restoration of public tranquility before attempt-

ing to make further sales of the Ordnance Lands, which may possibly interfere with their

application to their original purposes, if so required ; and such sales could only be mad«

now at great sacrifice.

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

The management of Indian Affairs was assumed by this Department in the month of

July last, and the organization of this important Branch was completed by the appointment

as Deputy Superintendent, of William Spragge, Esquire, so well and long known as an

upright and efficient officer in the Department. He is charged specially to guard the rights

of the Indians, and I have no doubt that this will be done and all matters of pending diffi-

culty or dispute fairly settled. It is absolutely necessary that the arrears due on Indian

lands should be collected. The Crown is a mere trustee of those monies, and purchasers

have no right to expect delay at the cost of the Indians. If the interest were regularly

paid, there might be no occasion for calling in the principal ; but when this is not received,

not only are the Indians kept out of monies to which they are entitled, but a portion of the

expenses of the management, which could otherwise be defrayed out of the fund, falls upon

the public Exchequer. I, last year, made an order calling in outstanding monies, and this I

think should be enforced in all cases, at least when the interest is in arrear.

MINES.
There is little to communicate in the past year's transactions. Under the new system

adopted and detailed in the report of last year presented to the Legislature many explora-

tions for minerals have been made. Some of the mines already opened have been worked

during the year ; but the American difficulties have affected this as other branches of trade.

There can be no doubt that the copper ore on the Canadian side of the Lakes is equal to

that on the southern side. What is wanted is capital, and increased means of communica-

tion and facilities for the transport of passengers and goods. These latter will follow, of

course, the increase of business, but it is of great importance to Canadian interests that
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they should receive every reasonable encouragement, and that the wants of the mining

district should be supplied from Canada rather than from the United States. Mr. Gribbard,

Provincial Land Surveyor, has in his report, accompanying this as an appendix, detailed

the information which he acquired on his annual visit.

WOODS AND FORESTS.

The amount of Revenue accrued from Timber Dues and Ground Rent during the

year 1861, was $327,503.97, and from Slide Dues $55,546.06, making the total

accrued from these sources §383,0 50.03, which amount includes $4,484 38 for other

services, viz. :—Clergy, School, Indian, and Jesuits' Estates.

The amount of Revenue collected from Timber Dues and Ground Rent waa

$255,811.99, and from Slide Dues $43,991.72, making the total Revenue collected during

the year 1861, §299,803.71, in addition to which the sum of $3,293,57 was collected for

other services, viz. :—Clergy, School, Indian, and Jesuits' Estates.

The charges of management for collecting Timber Dues and Ground Rent are

$26,733.83, and for collecting Slide Dues $1,000, making the total cost $27,733.83.

These charges do not include the salaries of the Woods and Forests Branch at Head

Quarters, nor the following sums : $464.77 refunds, $2,079.93 transferred to the Indian

Department and Jesuits' Estates, and $3,794.88, old disbursement and special service.

Owing in part to the unhappy civil war in which the neighbouring Republic is

engaged, the Export Trade in sawed Lumber has suifered considerable depression during

the past year.

I have reason to believe, however, that the prospect of opening up new markets for

the produce of our Forests is encouraging, and that the visit of the Supervisor of Cullers

to Europe, as mentioned in my Report of last year (and whose report of that visit, I here-

with transmit), will have contributed much to that end. Indeed already some twenty

cargoes of our Lumber have been exported to the Continent of Europe during 1861, and

farther inquiries from France, Spain and Germany continue to be made with regard to the

trade in Lumber with us. With the two latter countries we have scarce any trade, and

yet I have from inquiry ascertained that our Lumber could be advantageously conveyed

there, and a reciprocal trade cultivated to the advantage of all parties. The recent decree,

admitting on such better terms than formerly, our ships to the French Markets, will prove

of great benefit to us, and will serve greatly to restore the business of ship-building.

There are, no doubt, some diflficulties to be overcome in opening up new avenues of

Trade, the wants to be supplied varying in diflferent countries, and the mode of conducting

business therein not being altogether in accordance with the views obtaining here,—but it

is to be hoped that the enterprise of our Producers and of our Shippers will so shape itself

as to turn to their own profit the attention which has been attracted on the Continent of

Europe to the varied productions of our Forests. In this way only can our producers

escape from the tyranny of the few markets,which now control the Trade. Indeed, Liver-

pool regulates the prices and chances of selling, and it is in every way desirable for the inde-

pendence of the Trade and the interests of the individuals engaged in it, that they should

£eek and obtain business relations in the difierent countries of Europe.
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The prices for Wany Timber have not been so remunerative as they were during the

previous season, owing in part to the large quantity produced, and in part to the want of

discrimination in the manufacture of it. During the past season, the want of having a

proper definition of Merchantable White Pine Board Timber has been felt, and difficulties

have arisen between buyers and sellers on this point. The matter is now occupying the

attention of both sections of the Trade, and they will, no doubt, be prepared at an early

day to submit a definition for legal sanction.

I have no doubt that there is a considerable waste of Timber on the Public Forests^^;

and I think the time has arrived for Grovernment interference to check it. The discrimi-

nating surveys referred to in my last Annual Report should be continued, and the lands

unfitted and least fitted for agricultural purposes, set apart for the operations of the lum-

berman. By fixing its localities more efficient control over it can be had.

As mentioned in,my Report for 1859, some legislative action is necessary to perfect

the many Reforms which have been introduced in this important Branch of the Public

Service, and this action, I am of opinion, should extend also to the Act regulating the

Culling and Measuring of Timber and Lumber.

FISHERIES.

The yield from deep-sea, river and lake fishing.s has been, throughout last year, steady

and unusually large.

Owing to the close of Southern markets, and from causes which have aflfected the

general commerce of the country, the fish trade has suffered in common with oihcr

interests. Except, however, in the matter of prices, such influences have not been felt

with any degree of severity by the fishing population, to whom restricted markets and

reduced sales have been somewhat compensated by the cheapness of their supplies and

materials freed from Customs charges, and by increased returns.

I regret that this indirect compensation to the prosperity of the fishermen, has not

been so marked in the Upper as in the Lower Province. The want of any regular steam

communication along the northern coast of Lake Huron into Lake Superior, has also affected

the operations of fishermen around the great lakes; and has deterred many enterprising

parties, who had purposed so to do, from renting fishery stations and carrying on establish"

ments there.

The recent decennial census shews that in the gulf districts, the numbers engaged in

fishery pursuits have been largely increased within a few years. And it appears from the

reports of the agents of the Department, that the ratio of such increase has been greatest

last year, and will probably still further advance in future.

The measures adopted for protecting and ultimately restoring the Salmon fishery,

already have produced encouraging results. Without particularising, it may be mentioned

that, as well in the quantities of full-grown fish taken about the estuaries, as in the numbers

of breeders ascending into the upper waters, and an abundance of fry along the principal

streams, most gratifying signs of improvement are evident.
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In a previous report it was remarked that, among other practical effects expected

from the system of leasing and licensing applied to the management of the salmon fishery, was

that of causing increased attention towards the deep-sea fisheries. This expectation has

been even nowr amply fulfilled. And it is a fact worthy of being observed in this connec-

tion, that fish-food has been more abundant and cheaper throughout the country, during the

past year, than heretofore. If, therefore, one of the indirect effects of regulating with

considerable stringency, and of thus preserving the salmon fishery, be to occasion more

active or extensive working of the more lucrative deep-sea fishings, the public consumer

derives, in the meanwhile, double benefits, with an additional prospect of such advantage

being, in due course, augmented by an improved supply of salmon, at cheaper rates than

usual.

The want of some established and expeditious communication with the salmon rivers

and coast stations, hinders persons from paying such rentals for desirable privileges as

otherwise could readily be obtained. When the cost and discomfort, and the uncertainty

of reaching distant places in sailing vessels is reflected upon, it is not surprising that

individuals should either abandon altogether the thought of leasing, and refrain from the

desired excursion, or else tender very low rates for the fishery privileges.

There being numerous demands for both net fishery and angling stations, that could

not well be satisfied from among the remaining stations not yet otherwise disposed of, cur-

sory explorations have been made in past seasons, with the view of ascertaining the precise

character of the numerous streams, bays, inlets and coast places, which abound along either

shores of the St. Lawrence. I am unwilling always to incur any risk of disappointment on

the part of such applicants (particularly when strangers), who necessarily trust much to the

good faith of the Department, and in many cases rely almost entirely upon information which

the office is supposed to possess. During the performance of this service, also, I have caused

to be ascertained by personal inspection, the condition of all occupied stations, and have

partly procured from actual observation, materials quite indispensable in determining the

relative rights of the Crown and the claims of individuals. This duty requires to be con-

ducted with great care, and cannot be hastily performed. There are several important

frontages yet to be examined.

The experiment (begun in 1859) of transplanting oysters from beds in the waters of

New Brunswick, having proved upon examination to give promise of success, it was this

fall continued. Those laid down in Gasp6 basin during the autumn of 1859, were ex-

amined and found to I e not only in a good state of preservation, but growing and having

every appearance of reproduction. At the trifling expense of S242.80, 300 bushels of care-

fully picked oysters from the banks at Carraquette, were planted about the same localities-

Although the Legislature has made a liberal allowance for testing the possibility of raising

oysters along our coasts, the utmost care and strictest economy have been observed in using

he money so provided. I thought it better, before venturing upon a greater expenditure,

to await such indications of probable success as the first two or three years might

afford. There remain still unexpended out of the annual appropriations made for this

nteresting project, balances to the amount of $1183.86. These funds, if judiciously ap-

plied, will ensure (it is confidently hoped) in a few years the nuclei of prolific oyster
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patches in several principal localities upon the north and south coasts, suitable for the ex-

istence and culture of this highly prized and nutritive food.

The rents accruing upon Leases of fishery stations in Upper Canada, to the 31st Janu-

ary, 1862, amount to $8,477.12 ; and in Lower Canada, from the same source, reckoning

to the 15th of March and 30th of April, 1862, they amount to $5,561.00, besides arrears

due on lease of porpoise fishery to the amount of $496.00. The fees derived from season

Licenses of salmon fishings, amount to the sum of $1,594.00. The Crown moiety of fines

levied amounts to $43.50. A sum total of $16,175.12, for Upper and Lower Canada, is

reckoned up to th^ respective dates above named, as the aggregate of transactions in this

branch for the past year.

Claims for fishing bounties for the year 1860, amounted to $10,281.50, and were paid

during the spring time of this year. The sum limited by the Statute, 22 Vic, cap. 86,

in payment of such claims, is $14,000 each year. Since this premium was sanctioned by

law, there has been paid altogether but $17,613.00, or an amount less than the limitation

of just $10,387.00.

SURVEYS IN UPPER CANADA.

The surveys carried on in this section of the Province during the past year, consist

chiefly of the completion of the townships commenced about the latter part of the year

1860, in the Huron and Ottawa Territory, and on the north shore of Lake Huron.

In the Huron and Ottawa Territory, the townships of Cashel, Bangor, Radcliffe,

Wicklow and Miller, have been surveyed, returned, and offered for sale ; as also the town-

ships of Dalton, Ryde, Oakley, Hindon, Anstruther, and the residue of the townships of

Rama and Alice.

The re-surveys of the townships of Palmerston and Olden have been completed.

The sub-division of the town plot of Brunswick, on the Bobcaygeon Road, into town

jots has been performed, and other partial surveys will be found denominated in the Appen-

dix to this Report.

The survey of the continuation of the Bobcaygeon Road has been completed as far

as Lake Nipiising, and also that of the Burleigh Road to the Peterson Line. Instructions

have been issued for the survey, into farm lots, of the townships of Ridout, Mattawan,

Sherwood, Brunei, Cavendish, Chandos, Sherborne, Lyndoch, Glamorgan, Stephenson,

Richards, Hogarty,—as also the residue of the townships of Macaulay, Draper, Clarendon,

Monteagle, and the re-survey of the township of Oso.

Instructions have been also issued for the survey of Free Grant lots on the Bobcaygeon

Road, to the north of Bell's Line, and an examination of the country between the Muskoka

Road and Parry Sound, with a view of opening up a communication between the Georgian

Bay and the Bobcaygeon Road.

On the north shore of Lake Huron, the surveys of the following townships have been

completed during the past year, viz. :—Macdonald, Prince, Parke, Thompson, Fenwick,
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Kars, Dennis, Pennefather, Rose, Lefroy, Spragge, Esten, Salter, and part of Patton, and

the survey of Goulais Eiver.

The exploratory survey between Sault Ste. Marie and Fort William, carried on under

the superintendence of Mr. Herrick, is progressing favorably, and will be completed

during the ensuing summer. For a detailed account of the surveys, see Appendix to this

Report.

Instructions have been also issued for the survey, into farm lots, of the following

townships in the Ottawa and Huron Territory, purchased ' en bloc ' by the parties in

England referred to in my Report of last year, viz. :—Longford, Dysart, Dudley, Harcourt,

and Guilford. The cost of the sub-division of these townships is borne by the purchasers.

LOWER CANADA SURVEYS.
' The surveys of the public lands, for purposes of actual settlement and colonization,

effected in Lower Canada under instructions from this Department, during the year

expired 31st December, 1861, are distributed in twelve counties, forming the Districts of

Ottawa, Joliette, Quebec, Beauce, Montmagny, Rimouski and Gasp6, extending the field

for colonization purposes by nearly 4,800 lots, averaging each 100 acres, and with few

exceptions, situated in highly favorable localities in point of agricultural as well as natural

advantages, as will be noticed in the description given by the Surveyors of the town

ships named in the annual statement of surveys, submitted for the fiscal year just

terminated.

In the District of Ottawa, the arable parts of the Townships of Aberford, Pontefract,

and Baskatongc, to the extent of 114,712 acres were laid out into lots, and the residue of the

outlines, 97 miles, duly established and marked in the field.

In the District of Joliette, the residue of the township of Doncaster, adjoining on the

west to the fast-settling township of Morin, 31,086 acres, were laid out into farm lots.

In the District of Quebec, the front Range, on the river St. Maurice, of the township

of Polette, and the ranges in the adjoining township of Turcotte, fronting on the river

St. Maurice and its tributary the Rat river, were laid out into lots to the extent of 41,042 acres,

besides running the outlines of the latter township and part of the outlines of the

former, exceeding together 60 miles.

In the District of Beauce, the first six ranges of the township of Spaulding, situate on the

right bank of the river Chaudi^re, were subdivided into lots, containing 34,481 acres. 32

miles of outlines were surveyed in the field.

In the District of Montmagny, the township of Daaquam, lying between the river St

John, or southern limit of the Province, and the river Daaquam, and traversed from the

north-west by the Bellechasse projected colonization road, 35,536 acres were laid out

into farm lots, besides the demarcation and survey of 31 miles of outlines.

In the townships of Bourdages and Patton, lots were laid out on both sides of the

surveyed line run the previous year for the projected colonization road, leading from the
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parish of L'Islet to the Tach6 road, traversing the first five ranges of Patton. Both tracts in

these townships, comprising about 23,420 acres, were subdivided into 100 acre lots.

It may be here observed that of this quantity 6,000 acres had been already surveyed in

the primitive survey of the township of Patton; but on the occasion of laying out the proposed

government road to traverse the first five ranges of the township, from the north-west to

the south-east, it was deemed that changing the direction of the lots, in these ranges, ex-

cepting, however, the lots fronting on the Tach6 road, so as to front on the proposed road>

would accelerate the settlement of the public lands traversed by it, and the surveyor was

accordingly instructed to carry out the desired alterations. Similar alterations of the

primitive surveys in the organised townships will obviously occur, where the proposed

roads, running transverse to the ranges, are found necessary for the greater advantage of

actual settlement.

The arable tracts in the township of Panet, containing 17,051 acres, besides the resi-

due of the outlines of that township and of the adjoining township of Rolette, 22 miles^

were surveyed and marked in the field.

The survey of the residue of the townships of Grarneau, Casgrain and Lafontaine,

situate on the Elgin road, containing together 68,977 acres, was, from the rapid settlement

of the surveyed lands along the Elgin road, deemed highly requisite in the interest of

colonization, especially as the two first named townships are traversed by the Tach6 road

line, and extend the field of colonization towards the interior ; in connection with which

object, ranges of lots were laid out on both sides of the Arago road line, in the townships

of Lessard, Beaubien and Arago, to the aggregate extent of 12,903 acres.

In the District of Temiscouata, the arable lands in the township of Armand, traversed

by the new line of the Temiscouata Government Road, were laid out into lots, offering

with the lots surveyed along the old road, a large field for settlement. That important com-

munication being more appreciitble since the movements of Her Majesty's troops from

England to this Province, during the present season.

Finally, in the District of Gasp6, the arable part of the township of Mann, situate on

the Ritigouche River, the residue of New Richmond, on the Bay of Chaleurs, the broken

range of the township of Nouvelle, adjoining and along the rear line ot the seigniory of

Shoolbred, established by Judgment of the Court of Queen's Bench, at New Carlisle, and

a gore lot in the township of Tourelle, adjoining on the south-west the township of Cap

Chatte, and the seigniory of Ste. Anne des Monts, fronting on the river St. Lawrence,

forming together 74,536 acres were surveyed.

The aggregate of the lands surveyed into farm lots herein before enumerated being

480,288 acres, to which might be added the verification survey of the first six ranges of

the Township of Matane, containing 29,500 acres, forming a grand total of 509,789 acres

marked and bounded by actual measurement in the field. The average cost of survey

being 5 cents per acre.

The exploratory lines surveyed in Lower Canada, in view of carrying out certain pro-

jected colonization roads, under instructions from this Department, enumerated in the
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annual statement above-mentioned, will be found upon the inspection of the reports of the

surveyors and of the maps accompanying this Report, not to yield in importance and com-

mensurate results, to [any surveys of the same nature performed^in the preceding years,

in either section of the Province, whilst adding a large amount of topographical knowledge

of the country explored.

The new line of road traced and marked by Mr. P. L. Surveyor Robertson, from the

township of Onslow through the townships of Bristoljand Clarendon, to Portage-du-Fort, in

the township of Litchfield, involving an exploration of 61 miles, was deemed of the utmost

urgency, to encourage the settlements in those townships, whilst materially shortening the

length of road leading to the thriving settlements in the Upper Ottawa Valley, on the

Lower Canada side of the Grand or Ottawa River.

The Aylmer and G-ayhurst line of road traced by Mr. P. L. S. Duchesnay, to connect

the settlements in Lambton and Aylmer, traversing the township of Aylmer to the bank

of the Chaudiere, cannot fail to be attended with the best results directed to the settlement

of the public lands in that part of the country.

The Central Section of the projected Etchemin road is a continuation of the line of

road traced by Mr. P. L. S. Henderson, from the North-West angle of Cranbourne to Elm

Island, in the River Etchemin, in Cranbourne, reported upon last year, which, joined to

the collateral lines, he is instructed to explore, with a view of connecting them with the

existing road leading from the old settled Parish of St. Edward, in the township of Framp-

ton, and producing it to its junction with the southern section of the Etchemin road, in

the township of Watford ; the latter terminating at the Kennebec Road, in the township of

Liniere, will traverse large tracts of lands for the most part well adapted for cultivation,

whilst a branch of this road projected from the banks of the River La Famine, through the

township of Watford, would open up for settlement the arable lands in the townships of

Langevip, Daaquam and Metgermet, to the southern boundary of the Province.

The St. Maurice and Saguenay exploratory line, run by Mr. Blaiklock, from the foot

of the falls of La Tuque or head of Steam Navigation on the St. Maurice River, to the

mouth of the Ouiatchouan, in Lake St. John, a distance of 75 J miles, in connection with

the exploration reported by Mr. P. L. S. Arcand in 1860 of the river Croche, from its

confluence with the St. Maurice, to its source on the height of land j thence down the

stream of the Ouiatchouanish to Lake St. John, explored under instructions from this

Department, with a view of ascertaining the practicability of opening a road by the

Valleys of the St. Maurice and Saguenay, to connect those remote localities, which, if

feasible, would not only obtain to the inhabitants of the fast settling valley of the Upper

Saguenay, a market at Three Rivers for their produce, but also along the route among the

numerous lumbering establishments in the Valley of the St. Maurice, it would traverse.

Very valuable information of the general physical character of the country examined

under both those exploratory operations, has been collected, especially as resulting from the

direct traverse across both valleys by the exploratory line, which geographically ties the

relative positions of the Saguenay and the St. Maurice, an object in itself of primary im-

portance for a correct delineation of those territories upon a map of the Province; and
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although a road does not appear to he practicable along or on the direction or course of the

exploratory line, owing to the rough and mountainous character of the country, unless at a

heavy cost to the Province, which the proportion of arable land traversed does not however

warrant ; nevertheless, a road can be opened along the banks of the river Croche, skirting

the hills which border it, to the height of land, and thence almost by a direct line of road,

easterly, to the settlements on the front range of the township of Roberval, at Lake St.

John, a total length, including the distance from the River's mouth to La Tuque Falls of

about 90 miles.

For a detailed description of the country explored in both surveys, I would beg refer-

ence to the reports of the surveyors inserted in the appendix to this Report.

The next and last exploratory survey enumerated in the annual statement herein

referred to, is that performed by Mr. Blaiklock, as a preliminary reconnaissance, for the

object of opening up a road, as direct as the nature of the country would permit, from Port

Daniel, in the Bale des Chaleurs, toG-aspe Basin, a distance by the map of 41 miles.

The exploratory line commencing at the rear angle of the township of Newport, in

the limit between the Counties of Gaspe and Bonaventure, was run 22 miles to the bank

of the Grand River, a rapid stream emptying into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, whereat by

reason of the very abrupt and generally unfavorable character of the country traversed, for

the construstion of a road, the land being intersected by hills of no inconsiderable eleva-

tion, by deep ravines and gullies occasioned by the bed of the Rivers Grand Pabos, Little

Pabos, Grand River and their numerous tributaries, in their rapid descent from the inte"

rior to their discharge into the Bay of Chaleurs,—the line was unavoidably terminated.

The purpose of a road in the same general direction was not however abandoned, until

another rapid exploration had been effected from Gasp6 Basin to the mouth of the Grand

Pabos River, a distance of about 32 miles. Unsuccessful as the result of the exploration

proved to be, it was satisfactorily ascertained that a good line for a road could be traced

through the surveyed land of the townships of Perc6, Malbay, Douglas and York, around

the base of the group of hills in rear of those townships, which would, whilst materially

shortening the distance now travelled, coast-ways and across the Peninsula, by the Belle

Anse Road, greatly advance the disposal and settlement of the arable lands the line of

the proposed road would traverse.

The general result of this exploration, although adverse to the purposes of a road in

the direction proposed, which has been found to lie transversely to the courses of the rivers

intersected, gives a favorable account of the nature of the soil and timber, prevailing for

the most part in the line of exploration, and may upon further examination, be found to

offer a fair prospect for colonization, along the course especially of the rivers intersected.

#The reports of Mr. Blaiklock's explorations are inserted in the appendix, No. 27.

During the year just expired, the impoi'tant survey for defining and marking by perma-

nent stone monuments, the line of division between Upper and Lower Canada, was com-

pleted, under instructions from this department, in pursuance of the provisions of the 23

Vic, cap. 21; a service which it is here gratifying to nmark, although carried over the .



18

possessions and clearances of the resident inhabitants along the line, many among them
hitherto in hostility to each other, on either side, from Point au Beaudet, on Lake St.

Francis, to Point Fortune on the Ottawa, was effected with the utmost harmony and good

will on all hands towards Mr. Fletcher, the officer of this department charged with the

duty of running the line in the field, while it finally set at rest the long pending cause

of disputes and grievances, which the unsettled state of the boundary line gave rise to

besides ruinous litigations between the landholders,' whether as Seigniorial proprietors or

grantees of the Crown, under the respective Governments of Upper or Lower Canada,

prior to the Union of the Provinces, originating as far back as the date of the proclama-

tion of Sir Alured Clark in 1791.

UPPER CANADA COLONIZATION ROADS.

THE ADDINGTON EOAD.

During the year, 27 settlers were located on this road; 510 acres of land were

cleared, and 286 acres chopped. The aggregate value of the productions of the settlers at

the current rates in the locality, is estimated at $38,542.20.

For detailed statistics of this and the other colonization roads, see the reports of the

resident agents, in the Report of the Bureau of Agriculture and Statistics.

THE BOBCAYGEON ROAD.

There are now 211 families settled on this road. They have cleared 1438 acres

;

1002 of which were under crop last year—and they have in addition 440 acres chopped,

but not yet cleared. Mr. Hughes, the resident agent, values the crop of last season at

$30,047.10. He has sold 90,739 acres of land in the townships adjacent to the road dur-

ing the last three years.

THE HASTINGS ROAD.

The number of new settlers located on this road during 1861, is 88. The total num-

ber now in possession of lots is 377.

The number of acres cleared, and in process of being cleared, at the close of 1861, is

8641—shewing an increase of 960 during the year. The number of acres under crop and

pasture, last season, was 2681 ; the total value of the year's products $44,418.15.

The live stock is nearly double that of 1860, being 1112 head.

THE MUSKOKA ROAD.

72 lots have been located on this road, of which 62 are occupied by settlers. The

population now amounts to 249 souls, shewing an increase of 59. 200 acres of land are

cleared, and 100 more chopped. The value of the produce of the last season is estimated

at 84,900.23. There are 73 head of live stock—an increase of 28 during the year.

The townships adjacent to the road were placed under the charge of the resident

agent, Mr. Oliver, in October last ; and he has already sold 6060 acres, and 167 lots are

occupied by actual settlers.
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THE OPEONGO ROAD.

There were 40 new locations on this road during the past year, making a total of 299

froe grants, The population amounts to over 1000 souls. 1874 acres were under crop»

shewiug an increase of 416 acres over the preceding year. Mr. French, the resident agent,

values the produce at $36,716.32.

COLONIZATION ROADS IN LOWER CANADA.

During the past year 1071 miles were completed, 79J miles opened, and 13J miles

repaired, and 11 large bridges built under the superintendence of the late Thomaa

Boutillier, Esq., Inspector of Agencies.

The expenditure on these works was $52,683.06.

The details of the progress of the works on the respective roads, and of the expendi-

ture on each, is contained in the report of Boucher de la Bru^re, Esq., to whom the tem

pornry charge of the office has been entrusted.

These colonization roads extending over that section of the Province, lying on both sides

of the St. Lawrence, and on the northerly bank of the River Ottawa from Gasp6 to

Pontiac, are 91 in number. They aiFord acces3 from the older parishes to the waste

lands in the rear, and have been largely availed of by the surplus population, which has

made numerous settlements thereon during the past year, more especially in the Counties

of Gasp4 and Bonaventure, on the south shore of the St. Lawrence below Quebec—in the

County of Compton in the Eastern Townships, and in the Counties of Ottawa and Pontiac.

The roads in the latter mentioned Counties were placed under the charge of Mr. A. J.

Russell, Inspector of Crown Timber Agencies, who has had much experience in road making

in both sections of the Province. He has made an exploration of the Counties and pro-

jected the location of several leading roads that would most effectually develop the arable

lands, which he has ascertained to be of much greater extent than was formerly supposed,

presenting a large and most favorable field for colonization, easy of access.

ELGIN ROAD.

The number of gratuitous locations on this road amounts to 250, on which 73 families

are at present residing, 29 of whom settled during the year. The live stock has increased

50 per cent, in 1861, shewing a total of 142 head. 669 acres were under crop, and 300

in pasturage, besides 731 acres chopped and piled ready for burning. The harvest is

estimated by Mr. Drapeau, the resident Agent, at 9589 minots of wheat, rye, barley, pease,

oats, potatoes, and turnips, and the total valueof the year's produce, including maple sugar,

pork, shingles, and boards, at $8,436.72 ; and of the ^buildings erected, lands cleared, and

increase of live stock, at $6,564, making a total of $15,000.72, as the value of the year's

labour of the settlers. The present value of the settlers improvements and live stock, is

estimated at $36,078.72.

THE MATANE AND CAP CHAT ROAD.

This road traverses the townships of Cherbourg, Dalibaire, and Romieu, and is under

the charge of Mr. J. B. Lepage. There are 67 settlers actually residing on their lots,
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and 61 who have made improvements, but are not yet living on their lands. 781 arpents

have been cleared, and 705 are in process of being cleared. 476 arpents were cultivated

last year, the produce of which is estimated at $-4,443.15. 4,225 pounds of maple sugar

were made by the settlers last season, and codfish to the value of $1,450—caught by them.

They have 395 head of live stock.

For further details see Mr. Lepage's report, Appendix No. 22.

KEMPT ROAD.

There are 14 settlers who are residing on their lots, and 12 who have made improve-

ments with a view to actual settlement, 215 arpents have been cleared, and 90 arpent*

chopped.

The crop of the 192 arpents which were under cultivation last season is valued at

81,817.70. The settlers have 99 head of live stock.

See Mr. Lepage's report before referred to.

LAND SALES AND MANAGEMENT.

Since my last annual Report, twenty-two agencies for the sale of lands in the older

counties have been closed, and the policy adopted by the Department has been steadily

pursued in the disposing by public sale, for cash, of the lands scattered throughout the old

settled townships. The importance of getting rid of all such lands is very great, in an

economic view alone , for so long as a lot remains unsold and unprotected by a legitimate

owner, it may at any time, and sooner or later will form the subject of special claim on the

part of squatters, whose transactions among themselves, in respect to land which the Crown

had never parted with, have been the fruitful source of labor and consequent expense to

the Department. The conduct of these sales, by an officer sent specially by the Depart-

ment for the duty, has been attended with the best results. For three years past, all squat-

ters have been repeatedly warned that they must become puschasers under the Crown, if

they wished to secure a title to the lands they occupied; and in the public notices of these

auction sales, given several weeks beforehand, the attention of such parties is called to the

necessity of making known such occupancy, and dealing with the Crown before the day of

sale. Having taken a'l these precautious to prevent, as far as possible, any hardships to

individuals, as well as imposition upon the Government, the Department has not hesitated

to proceed with the absolute sale of unclaimed lands, or of land, claims to which having

been examined have been rejected. In this way upwards of 1200 of what are called " special

cases" were, in the course of last year, disposed of on the spot, by the officers charged with

the conduct of these sales, and were thus excluded from the office, where they might have •

lingered for years in the mass of conflicting evidence which usually accompanies them.

—

The effect in Lower Canada alone may be judged from the following report) made to me by

the officer conducting such sales there :

—

" The sale of 39,899 acres of land, and the receipt of $22,759, is the result of the car-

rying out for the first time in Lower Canada, the system of advertising for sale at auction
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in old settled townships. Of the acres thus disposed of, about 19,000 were paid for in full

;

the remainder, about 21,000, were claimed by squatters who had occupied their respective

holdings for periods varyiag from three to thirty years. These claims were investigated

on the spot, and the squatters admitted to purchase by instalments, provided they paid

one- fifth of the purchase money previous to the day of sale by auction ; a condition which

was complied with in every instance except one."

In Upper Canada there were sold by public auction, in the autumn of last year, 135,689

acres, at the price of $85,867; and 84,086 formed the subject of special adjudication.

I trust that this policy, pursued with such beneficial results during the past year, will

be regularly continued until every acre of land in the townships organized under municipal

government is disposed of; and that in the newly formed townships opened out for settle-

ment, and where settlement duties are, as they should be, rigidly exacted, a fixed price for

cash or on credit, as at present,will be demanded for the lauds, and payment regularly enforced-

By these means only can land sales and management be brought to anything like a system, and

the large staff at head-quarters reduced. Cases of individual hardship will, in the appli-

cation of fixed rules, occasionally arise, but it is far better and safer for the interests of

the public, or any portion of it concerned in the administration of the Public Lands, that

it should be so, than that rules should be constantly relaxed and individuals thus led to

believe that they will not be held to their engagements—and that any sale which in the

first instance was a mere ordinary transaction, can be converted into a special case for favor

or relief. The amount of annoyance, labor and expense, which any one such case causes

is almost beyond belief, and when they come to be counted by thousands, as they have been

the whole working system of the Department is paralyzed, and its administrator appalled

at the labor which he is expected to undertake. The only way to avoid a repetition, or at

least an increase of these evils, is a policy of some kind which will be strictly adhered to, and

which shall be so well settled and arbitrary, that attempts to change it to meet individual

cases will be considered hopeless. It is really impossible that there can be anything like

effective administration when the man who buys a lot of land to-day thinks he can, with

any chance of success, apply to-morrow, perhaps, for a reduction of price—on grounds

which may be supported by affidavits or certificates, questionable in their statements, or by

plausible arguments and individual influences. In the earlier sales where the accumulation

of interest has been sometimes double the amount of the principal, and where in the trans-

mission of the property difficulties have arisen, it has been necessary to interfere ; but I

have always thought the government as much to blame as the individual, for the long

delays which have been permitted, during which all kinds of difficulties intervened. Thesa

cases are rapidly disappearing, and I am only too anxious that no excuse for a repetition of

them shall be furnished in the sales made from day to day.

The abolition of the older agencies has thrown upon the office here, for the present,

a great increase of labor. In addition to the saving effected in the revenue by the

discharge of so many agents, I believe that the Government, as well as individuals having

claims to lands, will profit by the change. Brought into direct contact with the Depart-

ment, they will feel the necessity for an immediate arrangement of some kind, and where
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they have had disputes with the local agents, their cases will, perhaps, for the first time, occupy

the attention of the Commissioner. At all events, they will know that all the unsold lands,

or lands liable to forfeiture, and to which claims are not speedily made good, will be sold

by public auction for cash, and wiped out of the books of the Department.

A saving in the expenses of management of those " Free Grant Roads," on which

settlement has largely progressed, has been effected by withdrawing the salaries of the

agents; and they have been compensated for this loss by entrusting them with the sale of

the lands in the newly formed townships in and in the neighborhood of their agencies,

paying them therefor by a commission. The saving thus effected is about $8,500 per

annum, while the saving, by doing away with the older Crown Lands agencies, may bo

estimated at about $7,500 per annum.

A large quantity of land is now surveyed and open for sale, in various sections of the

Province, in addition to the ten townships sold en bloc, which are being rapidly surveyed

and prepared for settlement. I have every reason to believe that there will, during the

present year, be a large influx of immigrants, and that the efforts of the Grovernmont to Jlecpmi.

nate correct information will bring hither those of the proper classes. Taking advantage

of the occasion which the unhappy strife among our neighbors affords us, two additional

G-overnment agents have been despatched to Great Britain and Ireland and the Continent

of Europe, and they have been instructed diligently to make known to those seeking homes

in the new world, such advantages as Canada affords, while they have been warned to hold

out no false hopes of success, out strictly to make known the truth.

Reference is requested to the last part of the Report of last year, headed "Land sales

and settlement."

P. M. VANKOUGHNET,
Commissioner.

Department of Crown Lands,

Quebec, 11th March, 1862.
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