
0. GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The author gathered the material for this monograph during twenty-

three months of residence amongst the Wahgi people from 1963-1970, while

working under the auspices of the Summer Institute of Linguistics.

The Wahgi language is spoken by approximately 45,000 people who dwell

in and around the region of the Wahgi Valley of the Western Highlands

of New Guinea. Dr. Wurm places this language in the Central Family of

languages of the East New Guinea Highlands stock, and regards it as the

sole member of a Wahgi sub-family (see Wurm, S.A. f The Linguistic

Situation 'in the Highlands District of Papua New Guinea 1
, AvutxaJUan

TdKKitoKiiU l(2):ll»-23 [1961]. However, of the people living towards

the west of Kudjip and Banz, approximately 6,000 speak the Ni language

which is distinct from Wahgi. Ni (which is being studied by A. Stucky

of the Summer Institute of Linguistics) and Wahgi share 50? of their

verb affixes, and 65? of their basic vocabulary. Thus both can be con-

sidered to be members of the Wahgi sub-family.

The chief informants were Mr. Tapi Gun, and Mr. Gum Yimange . Mr. Gun

is a member of the Berepka clan, and Mr. Yimange is a member of the

Konumbka clan. These clans are both located near the Administrative

township of Minj on the south side of the Wahgi River.

I wish to thank Dr. A. Healey, of the Summer Institute of Linguistics,

for his advice and comments throughout the period of the preparation of

this material, and Professor Hammarstrom of Monash University, for his

insightful suggestions as supervisor of this monograph.

Nevertheless, it goes without saying, they are in no way responsible

for the correctness of its content.

That part which follows the chapter describing the nouns is based on

material attributable to a concordance of 1,886 total morpheme and word

types which occur as 27,624 total morpheme and word tokens of text in

Wahgi, made on the IBM 1410 computer at the University of Oklahoma by

the Linguistic Information Retrieval Project of the Summer Institute of
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