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REFURBISHMENT

Post office hours
will be extended
A POST OFFICE in West Bromwich
will see its opening hours extended
to seven days a week following mod-
ernisation. The Hill Top branch will be
closed from 1pm on Saturday, Febru-
ary 25, and will open again at 1pm on
Wednesday, March 8.
It will be open seven days a week,

from 8am to 8pm on Monday to Friday,
9am to 8pm on Saturday and 10am to
4pm on Sunday. Area manager Da-
mian Mulholland said: “We are confi-
dent this vibrant new-style post office
will meet customer needs.”

GANGS

Chief pledges to
target knife crime
THE newly-appointed chief of Sandwell po-
licing has said that tacking gang and knife
crime will be a priority. Ch supt Richard
Baker has more than 20 years of experi-
ence with the West Midlands Police, and
solved several gang-related killings when
he was a top ranking officer in Birmingham.
He highlighted how gangs may ‘push

over’ from the city into Sandwell’s towns.
“By the very chaotic nature of gangs and

organised crime and how they work, they
can move very quickly in and around lo-
cations,” said Ch Supt Baker. “Carrying a
knife makes you three times more likely to
be a victim of knife crime. We need to make
sure young people in Sandwell know that,”
he added.

POLICE

School pupils brawl
at shopping centre
FIGHTING between pupils from two
schools has seen one boy detained while
another is set to be dealt with by police.
Pupils from Holly Lodge School and

Shireland Academy were engaged in
brawls at Cape Hill and Windmill Shop-
ping Centre in Smethwick on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday – the day the boy was
detained.
Smethwick police spokesman said: “We

are trying to understand why all the pupils
from these two schools have been coming
to Cape Hill.
“We’d like to know so that we can ad-

dress the issues before things escalate.”

ON TRACK FOR
METRO LINK
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TONS of rubbish have been dumped on a Smethwick
park by travellers who set up camp for just a few days.
Wooden chairs, a broken bicycle, dirty mattresses and dozens of used
tyres were found among the piles of household and commercial rubbish
left at Black Patch Park, famous for its links to Charlie Chaplin.
A ‘massive clean-up operation’ has been launched since the mess was discovered when

the travellers were moved on by bailiffs earlier this week. The park has long been a site
targeted by travellers, with the council installing concrete blocks at its entrance in Wood-
burn Road. A metal gate was also locked.

Report by Richard Guttridge

The dumped rubbish in the churchyard

CHURCHMUST PICK UP BILL FOR FLY-TIPPINGMESS NEAR GRAVES
MOUNDS of household waste has been
dumped in a Great Barr churchyard.
Distraught workers at St Margaret’s

Church, in Chapel Lane, have labelled the
mess as ‘abhorrent’ and ‘disrespectful’ –
with graves just metres away. Among the
waste is a bath, toilet, cupboards, plaster
boards, window frames and tools.
It was dumped in the churchyard after

the gates were left open one evening.
Rev PrebMartin Rutter said it had caused

‘immense distress’.
He said: “I am very angry that anyone

should have such disregard for the church-
yard and those families with relatives in-
terred here. It is very sad that there are
people who have so little care for other

people and their feelings. It has caused im-
mense distress to the church, parishioners,
and to those with family graves here who
feel the graves have been desecrated.
“We have been liaising with Walsall En-

vironmental Health about the mess as it is
not right that people should get away with
this sort of thing. There are clues in the de-
bris which may lead to the identification of
those responsible. It is both illegal and an
abuse of contract law.
“Unfortunately, as the rubbish is on pri-

vate land, the church will have to pay a con-
tractor for its removal. We have had a quote
in for nearly £1,500 for the work which, as
a charity, we can ill afford and will make
us struggle to carry on our normal work as

well as affecting our work with the poor and
needy of the parish.”
Parish administrator Heather Allen said:

“It looks like someone has had a house
clearance and then dumped it all here.
“It is awfully distressing to those visiting

graves of loved ones.”
Church contractor Mark Room, who also

runs grave tending service Remembering
You, said: “These three piles of rubbish
dumped are disgusting.
“The worst thing is that the church will

have to pay for it to be removed as it is pri-
vate land. Fly-tipping anywhere is bad but
in a churchyard it is just abhorrent.”
It is believed the rubbish was left at the

end of January.

RUBBISH DUMP
IS LEFT ON PARK

Shocking mound of waste found as travellers moved on

Abandoned tyres, broken bikes and piles of rubbish found dumped on Black Patch Park

But it appears the group invaded the
park from an entrance on Foundry Lane
some five days before being moved on.
Sandwell Council’s environmental team

have been sifting through the rubbish,
looking for clues to identify where the rub-
bish came from.
The council said action will be taken

against anyone who can be linked with
the rubbish. Leader Steve Eling said: “The
mess at Black Patch Park is an absolute
disgrace. Tons of rubbish were dumped
there within just a matter of days. We’ve
now secured the Black Patch site and staff
are now trying to find any evidence of who
is responsible for this rubbish.
“The people who pay to have rubbish

taken away which is then dumped also
have a responsibility to make sure it’s dis-
posed of properly.”
A worker at a nearby business said: “It is

the rubbish that is the nightmare.
“If they were to clear the rubbish up it

wouldn’t be as bad.
“We are in the middle of the biggest rub-

bish dump in Sandwell.
“The council left two big concrete slabs

at the one entrance but they (travellers)
got in front the other side.”
A cafe owner nearby said: “The rubbish

is disgusting. The council did clear it up

before Christmas. The council do this every
time that the travellers come back. All this
rubbish has been dumped in the last week.”
At a recent inquiry held by West Mid-

lands Police and Crime Commissioner David
Jamieson it was revealed that traveller
camps in the West Midlands were costing
the taxpayer more than £1million.
The costs come from the hiring of bailiffs

to move the travellers on and operations to
clear up rubbish from the sites.
In a bid to tackle the problem, Sandwell

Council has new powers to move the travel-
lers on from council-owned within 24 hours.
The council set up the agreement with West
Midlands Police.
The use of bailiffs grants authorities the

power to remove travellers from unauthor-
ised encampment immediately. In this case,
however, the council was not aware the
travellers had arrived for a couple of days
and then instructed bailiffs who could not
carry out an eviction until Monday.
Charlie Chaplin is said to have been born

into a community of Romany gipsies who
lived on Black Patch park before being
evicted more than 110 years ago.
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A BUSY road has been closed for 
almost two weeks after a four-me-
tre deep sinkhole appeared. Half of 
Franchise Street in Wednesbury 
has been off limits since the sink-
hole appeared, with buses diverted 
and footpaths closed.

Pub owners Jed and Richard 
Baker, from The Cottage Spring, 
in Franchise Street, say the hole 
has led to fewer customers. They 
believe the hole is the result of a 
collapsed storm drain and plunges 
to around four metres in depth.

They say the wait to get it sorted 
has been ‘ridiculous’, as confusion 
has surrounded who is responsible. 

The hole appeared the end of 
January just outside the pub car 
park. 

Mrs Baker, aged 63, said: “We 
didn’t have a clue how it got there. 
The day it happened the council 
came out and thought it was a pit 
so they sent the coal board out. 

“But then they discovered it was 
nothing to do with them but it was 
the drains instead. There’s been so 

much confusion about what service 
deals with it.”

“It has affected us badly. It killed 
trade the first week because we had 
to close the car park completely. 

“Even our deliveries are having 
to be rolled from the other side of 
the road. It is just ridiculous.”

A spokesperson from Walsall 
Council said: “Further camera 
surveys are being undertaken. We 
will continue to work with Severn 
Trent Water to identify the cause.”

Fed-up landlord Richard Baker next to the hole that has hit trade at The Cottage Spring in Wednesbury

New rule means ‘death
knell for social housing’
PEOPLE aged under 35 and reli-
ant on benefits will not be able to 
afford rent for any council home 
in Sandwell after new welfare re-
forms come into force.

The revelation has been described 
as ‘the death knell of social housing’ 
by a leading councillor. 

Under Government plans, housing ben-
efit is to be capped at the Local Housing 
Allowance rate, which for single people 
under 35 means they will receive £60 per 
week. However the cheapest council prop-
erties in Sandwell cost £75 a week, mean-
ing those who rely on benefits will be left 
with a shortfall.

Chairman of the Sandwell Council’s 
housing scrutiny board Councillor Peter 
Hughes said: “This is going to have a dras-
tic effect on the people we serve. Effectively 
people under 35 are simply not going to be 
able to afford any of the properties that we 
have, and if they take them then they will 
very soon be arrears.

“We are going to have to say to the under 
35s, that if they are going to be taking a 
property of any kind then they need to be 
in employment.”

He added: “Before being a councillor I 
was a housing manager for 40 years. To me 
this is the death knell of social housing.”

Signed
Although this housing benefit cap won’t 

come into force until April 2018, it will af-
fect those who are still under 35 and single 
at that time, and signed their tenancy after 
April last year.

Currently Sandwell Council generates 
around 450 single person tenancies every 
year where the applicant is under 35. 

Moreover approximately 60 per cent of 
the council’s stock of flats has an age re-
striction, including 3,200 one bedroom flats 
and 2,000 two bedroom flats currently una-
vailable to persons below the age of 40.

“I think it’s quite obvious that we need 
to adapt our service,” said Councillor 
Hughes. “Often it is the under 35s who are 
most in need of social housing, sometimes 
following the breakdown in relationships 
or in their families. Others may have left 
the care sector.”

Under the new national housing benefit 
policy, most single under 35s will only be 
eligible for the shared accommodation rate.

Candidates
for mayor’s
job are put
on the spot
CANDIDATES for the role of West Mid-
lands mayor were grilled by more than 
200 construction industry professionals 
in the West Midlands Great Debate.

The event, now in its fourth year since 
its 2013 relaunch, centred around what 
the region’s first metro mayor could 
offer for people aged under 25 in the 
West Midlands.

Housing, infrastructure, financial in-
vestment and skills were the most hotly 
debated topics, with the next generation 
lying at the heart of each candidate’s as-
pirations. 

Lib Dem candidate Beverley Nielson, 
a director of Birmingham City Univer-
sity, highlighted her plan to provide 
free public transport to those under 25 
around the region. 

Conservative candidate Andy Street 
revealed plans for getting young people 
on the housing ladder, improving trans-
port links and providing adequate train-
ing for young workers. 

Industry professionals from the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
(RICS), Landscape Institute Midlands 
(LIM), Royal Institution of British Ar-
chitects (RIBA), Institution of Chartered 
Engineers (ICE) and Royal Town Plan-
ners Institute (RTPI) were present.

Louise Brooke-Smith, chair of the 
West Midlands Great Debate and former 
RICS president, said: “Year on year, this 
event delivers insight into how industry 
professionals can collaboratively change, 
for the better, the regional skyline, de-
livering innovative planning, and infra-
structure and housing schemes.”

MP urges groups
to seek funding
AN MP has called on colleges, univer-
sities and community groups to take 
advantage of funding available through 
the National Express Foundation.

John Spellar said organisations should 
make the most of the chance to obtain a 
share of a funding pot that has helped 
more than 11,000 youngsters so far.

The foundation provides grants for 
bursaries to help disadvantaged young 
students attend further and higher ed-
ucation, as well as support community 
groups working with local young people.

Mr Spellar, MP for Warley, said: 
“Since 2012 the National Express Foun-
dation has given hundreds of thousands 
of pounds to community groups, colleges 
and universities across the West Mid-
lands and I want to make sure young 
people in Sandwell get a fair share.”

McDonald’s has a
new roof on way
A BRANCH of McDonald’s has applied 
for a new roof, following the approval of 
changes to the drive-thru booths.

The fast food outlet in Halesowen 
Street, Oldbury, is set to have a new 
‘folded roof’ in khaki green aluminium 
and timber slats installed.

Sinkhole chaos hits pub’s takings
Sandwell

51-53 Queen Street
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

www.yourchronicle.com
Open Monday to Friday 9am-1pm and 2pm-5pm

A DISPLAY of 1,200 beautiful hand-
made ceramic flowers, made as part of 
a Sandwell arts project, has been picked 
for a top gardening show.

Organisers of the Royal Horticultural 
Society Malvern Spring Show want to 
feature the Creative Arts’ Ceramic Gar-
den at this year’s festival from May 11 
to 14.

It has already won a top award from 
the Royal Horticultural Society’s Brit-
ain in Bloom Award for the It’s Your 
Neighbourhood category. 

Sandwell Council-run Creative Arts, 
which provides day opportunities for 

people with disabilities, set the project 
up last year with arts organisation Cre-
ative Black Country. More than 500 
people from a range of community and 
education groups across the Black Coun-
try helped make the magical ceramic 
garden.

Painted
The Oldbury centre’s service users – 

who have a range of learning and phys-
ical disabilities – painted the glazes and 
put the finishing touches to the flowers 
ready for public display.

Flowers were unveiled at Tipton Li-

brary last July and have since been 
shown at Sandwell Arts Café, Oak 
House Museum, Sandwell Arts Festival, 
RSPB Sandwell Valley, Sandwell Col-
lege and Bethel Convention Centre and 
the BBC studios at The Mailbox.

Councillor Ann Shackleton, Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet member for social 
care, said: “People from four to 92 were 
involved with this incredible project, one 
of many amazing projects they work on 
with people with physical and learning 
disabilities. This is really special. It will 
let Sandwell and our talented artists 
shine at a major gardening show.”

Ceramic flowers picked for major show

Alan Wilkins at work
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Also available
• Romans • Pleated
• Conservatory Roof Blinds
• Wood Venetians
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• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows

FREEPHONE
0800 5875279
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0121 429 3169

UP TO

50% OFF
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FREE
Fitting on
all blinds

Vertical & Roller Blinds
New season fabrics now available

Child Safety
Features Fitted
Free of Charge

5 YEAR GUARANTEE

The Home Improvement Specialist
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5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross,
West Bromwich, B71 3JS

Telephone: 0121 588 5737

OPENING TIMES:
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Saturday 10am-2pm
Closed Wed and Sun

Other Times By Appointment

www.idealhomecare.co.uk

10 REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM
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1 Family business established over 28 years
2 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations
3 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design

to your requirements
4 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles,

sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we
are here to help and advise what is right for you

5 We project manage from start to finish

6 We can supply only, or complete the whole project,
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering
and even decorating

7 All rubbish removed at the end of the project
8 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi)
9 NICEIC Registered electricians

Quality products at realistic prices10

G.D. MEMORIALS

Prices Includes:
● Choice of Designs
● 150 Gold Letters Included
● 2 Flower Containers
● Fully Fitted
● Black (All Polished)

From£699 inc VAT

Ogee Shape Design

We Offer a
Variety of
Head Stones
& Kerb Sets
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FACTORY SHOWROOM
Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN

07807 371820 01922 646222
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com

WORK has taken a step forward 
on the Midland Metro extension 
through the Black Country, with 
work to clear overgrowth contin-
uing until the end of the month.

The new tram service will run 
between Wednesbury and Brierley 
Hill and pass through Dudley on 
the former South Staffordshire 
Railway line, which is now being 
cleared. Midland Metro Alliance 
contracted workers to clear over-
grown vegetation from the line in 

January and they have now com-
pleted their work. 

It will enable surveys to be 
carried out on the line for assess-
ment, in preparation for when 
trams will eventually run on the 
rails.

A spokesman said the MMA, 
which is working on behalf of the 
West Midlands Combined Au-
thority, ‘expects construction on 
the route to begin in 2019 before 
it will be open to passengers by 

2023’. “As the route is extremely 
overgrown, it is necessary to clear 
it in order comprehensive struc-
tural and environmental surveys 
can be carried out. The surveys 
will be done later this year, as part 
of the detailed design work for the 
route.”

The track closed to passengers 
in the 1960s has been left unused 
for decades, resulting in bushes 
and plants growing around sec-
tions of the track. 

Workers Sam Davis and Keith Millward on the line of the Wednesbury to Brierley Hill extension line

Rail clearance work is right on track

HIV cases increase by 
150 over 5-year period
THE number of people with HIV and 
Aids in Sandwell has risen – with 
150 new cases in five years.

A total of 159 new cases have been re-
ported to the council between 2011 and 
2015, with the biggest number of diagno-
sis in 2015.

The National Aids Trust has said Sandwell 
should be investing in prevention services as 
the diagnosis rate is ‘significantly higher’ than 
average for the West Midlands and UK.

Statistics from Public Health England in 
2013 stated that the borough was officially 
classed as an HIV high prevalence area – one 
of only 63 in the country.

In 2015, 45 new cases were reported to the 
council, 10 more new cases than in 2014.

People aged between 35 and 49 in Sandwell 
were the most affected – with 73 diagnosed in 
that age group. The figures also show that nine 
people aged 15 to 24, and 51 people aged 25 to 
34 are affected by the illness.

Sarah Radcliffe, director of policy and cam-
paigns at National Aids Trust, said: “The new 
diagnosis rate in Sandwell is higher than the 
national average and also significantly higher 
than the average for the West Midlands. 

Priority
“As an area of high HIV prevalence, Sandwell 

should be investing in HIV prevention services 
as well as opportunities for residents to test 
and learn their HIV status. 56 per cent of peo-
ple newly diagnosed in Sandwell are diagnosed 
late, which means that people living with HIV 
don’t know their status and aren’t getting the 
treatment they need, so reducing this figure 
needs to be a priority for Sandwell.”

In 2011, 30 cases were reported, before the 
number dropped to 23 in 2012. In 2013, new 
cases began to rise, hitting 35.

Council leader, Councillor Steve Eling, said: 
“The HIV rate in Sandwell is reflective of re-
gional and national trends where there has 
been an increase in HIV diagnosis. 

“Diagnosis and treatment of HIV can stop 
people becoming seriously ill and reduce the 
transmission of the virus. In Sandwell we have 
excellent services in place to help diagnose and 
treat people living with HIV. There are a range 
of confidential sexual health services across 
various easily accessible settings. 

“Sandwell Public Health has also recently 
significantly increased provisions for targeted 
HIV prevention.” 

Police rule out  
spit hoods bid
WEST Midlands Police has ‘no plans’ 
to introduce controversial spit hoods, 
it has said. 

Two forces in the south of the coun-
try have confirmed they are rolling 
out the mesh guards, which go over an 
offender’s face to stop them spitting 
or biting, to all its frontline officers. 

Other forces, including Stafford-
shire, already use the hoods but a 
West Midlands Police spokeswoman 
said: “There are no plans to use spit 
hoods.”

However Tom Cuddeford, the chair 
of the West Midlands Police Feder-
ation, has insisted talks are in place 
over the potential use of the guards.

He said: “West Midlands Police 
have said what they have said but we 
are in talks with the force at the cur-
rent time with regards to this issue. 
It is on the table and we are engaging 

Deeney is
‘ejected’
from Brum
nightclub
FORMER Walsall FC football player 
Troy Deeney was reportedly pictured 
being ejected from a Birmingham 
nightclub. The striker, who now plays 

Singers sought
for Easter event
SINGING fans in the Black Country 
are invited to to take part in an East-
er performance. 

The choir, which meets at St Paul’s 
Church in Long Lane, Blackheath, are 
performing Requiem by Gabriel Fauré 
on Good Friday, which this year is on 
April 14, at 7.30pm. 

Rehearsals in church, start tomor-
row at 7pm.

‘Super hospital’ set to lose £12m funding
SANDWELL’S new ‘super hospital’ is 
set to lose out on £12 million of fund-
ing each year for emergency care.

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
NHS Trust, which will run the £350m 
Midland Metropolitan Hospital in 
Smethwick, said a ‘scaling back of 
services’ would now have to be consid-
ered in light of the proposed shortfall, 
which is set to hit in 2018-19.

The reduced funding package has 
been proposed by Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) and is outlined in a hos-
pital trust report.

If confirmed, the funding cut will 

strike a major blow to bosses behind 
the Midland Met, which has been 
dubbed the region’s first ‘super hos-
pital’.

Trust chief executive Toby Lewis 
said: “Commissioner proposals to re-
duce our income by £12m per year are 
a significant matter for resolution and 
we continue to work to find a way for-
ward.

“All options to scale back services 
will be considered in due course, but 
the quality and safety implications of 
the commissioners’ proposals are yet 
to be examined. The trust remains 
committed to making the Midland Met 

an effective emergency centre for local 
people, supported by the convenience 
of the Sandwell Urgent Care Centre in 
place of the present A&E.”

The trust failed to meet A&E 
waiting times for the last year at its 
Sandwell General and City Hospital 
sites, and it is hoped the new facility 
will significantly improve emergency 
care in the borough and have capacity 
for many more patients.

The Grove Lane hospital, which has 
been designed to specialise in emer-
gency care, is due to open its doors in 
2018, and will feature 670 beds and 15 
operating theatres. Planning for its 

launch has been far from plain sailing, 
with bosses saying last month that an 
extra floor of ward space may be added 
due to uncertainty over whether it 
would have enough beds.

And last June, John Lister, a former 
consultant with more than 30 years 
experience in the NHS, said it was the 
wrong size, being built in the wrong 
place and would mean the loss of hun-
dreds of jobs to help pay for it.

The CCG comprises 100 GP prac-
tices serving around 547,400 patients 
across the Sandwell and West Bir-
mingham area. No-one from the CCG 
was available for comment.

Dahl’s characters
get new treatment

A&E waiting time
targets are missed

LIFE-SIZE paper reconstructions are 
bringing some of Roald Dahl’s great-
est creations to life to mark 100 years 
since the writer’s birth.

The iconic exhibition pieces have 
been handcrafted from paper and 
cardboard and features a cast of well-
known characters including Matilda, 
George, Augustus Gloop and Fantas-
tic Mr Fox. 

It has been put together by Bir-
mingham University first-year thea-
tre, performance and events students 
and is on display until Monday at the 
uni’s Parkside building.

Advice on staying
well in cold snap

Lightwoods revamp
on awards shortlist

FIRST AID advice – especially for the 
elderly and vulnerable – has been is-
sued by St John Ambulance on how to 
stay safe during cold weather.

As the temperature drops, there is 
likely to be an increase in people be-
coming ill as they are exposed to cold 
weather conditions, and more injuries 
as people slip and fall.

More information can be found at 
www.sja.org.uk to view safety videos, 
sign up for a first aid course or down-
load the free app.

SYMPATHETIC restoration work on 
Lightwoods House has been shortlist-
ed for a building excellence award.

It is one of two shortlisted in the 
Public Buildings category of the West 
Midlands Building Excellence Awards, 
the other being in Walsall Wood.

Three more projects nominated by 
Sandwell’s building consultancy team 
are shortlisted – a self-build in Crad-
ley Heath; Eastern Gateway Phase 3 
in West Bromwich; and a 13-house de-
velopment in Holly Lane, Smethwick.

WEST Bromwich Ramblers have an-
nounced details of their next walks. 
Walkers will set of on six and eight 
mile routes around Belbroughton and 
Drayton on Sunday. People need to 
meet at West Bromwich Town Hall in 
High Street for a 9am departure. For 
further details call 0121 358 6591. 

MORE than one in five A&E patients 
are waiting longer than four hours to 
be dealt with at Walsall Manor Hos-
pital.

Figures for December reveal that 
only 79 per cent of people were seen, 
treated, admitted or discharged within 
four hours. The national target is 95 
per cent. The figure for November was 
81 per cent.

There were 6,267 emergency pa-
tients in the month, an increase of 91 
from November, while the number at-
tending by ambulance – 2841 – was up 
on the previous month by 111.

Ramblers en route

NEWS IN BRIEF

Troy Deeney

for Watford, was 
involved in an in-
cident at Levana 
Bar on Saturday. 

It came hours 
after he had played 
for his club against 
Manchester Un-
ited, which his side 
lost 2-0.

Video footage 
from the bar in The Arcadian Centre, 
Hurst Street, reportedly showed a po-
licewoman holding up pepper spray 
at Deeney, who also used to play for 
Halesowen Town. 

The 28-year-old was reportedly re-
moved from the venue but no-one was 
injured in the incident. 

A West Midlands Police spokes-
man said an investigation had been 
launched after a man reported an 
assault that happened on Ladywell 
Walk. “Officers came across a 19 year 
old who was treated for a minor head 
injury at around 3.15am,” the spokes-
man said.

“In trying to establish the circum-
stances surrounding the assault a 
number of people were spoken to. No 
arrests were made and enquiries are 
on-going.”
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MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock •Steel Reinforced

C&T DOORS &
WINDOWS Ltd

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk

321

NEW OFFER
French/Patio Doors

FULLY FITTED
from £649

3mtr x 3mtr
EDWARDIAN

CONSERVATORY
from £4500

FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust

Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors
from £349 FULLY FITTED

SALENOWON
ALL AREASCOVERED...IMPORTANT NOTICE

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL
YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 

FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF 
£1595. WHEN WE AT HENLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS WHO 

ARE THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN 
THE SMETHWICK AND OLDBURY AREA WHO OFFER A MUCH 

SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395

SOME £200LESS.

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION
FREEPHONE 0800 056 6564

24 HOUR SERVICE

BLINDS
SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk

NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE

BEST DEAL!
3 child safe

verticals

ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE
MEASURE & FITTING

HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE

RESTRICTIONS

0800 0214266

contact your local advisor
to see our fabric range &

other available deals

CALL
FREE

one per household offer
£120

TWO men involved in a bun-
gled robbery during which a 
masked gang escaped with 
just a lunch box full of sand-
wiches have been locked up.

Shopkeeper Satwant Singh was 
targeted in a perfectly timed ‘so-
phisticated’ raid, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard.

His home had been staked out for 
at least an hour before the four-strong 
gang struck when he left the Tividale 
address at 9.30am, revealed Mr An-
drew Wilkins, prosecuting.

A Vauxhall Astra driven by 45-year-
old Satnam Sidhu halted alongside Mr 
Singh and two hooded men leapt from 
the vehicle.

The victim was knocked to the 
ground and kicked by the pair who 
grabbed the bag he had been carrying 
before jumping back into the Astra 
which sped off followed by a Renault 
Megane with 20-year-old Abdullah 
Velmurgathasan – who had been keep-
ing watch – at the wheel.

Carrying
Mr Singh runs a shop in Warwick 

and the gang wrongly believed he 
would be carrying cash and goods 
when all he had was a £2 lunch box, 
the court was told. The raiders rushed 
to the Job Centre at Small Heath in a 
bid to provide themselves with an alibi 
for the robbery and the two defendants 
then went to sell the Astra in Darlas-
ton where they were arrested. 

The two attackers have still not 
been traced.Mr Mohammed Hafeez, 
defending, argued that father-of-one 
Velmurgathasan – who had previous 
convictions for 21 offences – did not 
play a major role in the robbery which 
took place on June 12, 2015.

Miss Cathlyn Orchard, for Sidhu, 
pointed out that he had gone straight 
for 14 years, and said: “He regrets get-
ting involved in this enterprise.”

Sidhu from David Peacock Close, 
Tipton pleaded guilty to robbery and 
was jailed for four and a half years 
while Velmurgathasan, of no fixed 
address, denied the offence but was 
convicted by a jury. He was sent to a 
Young Offenders Institution for six 
years.

Bungled raid gang in 
sarnies theft locked up

Homegrown actress returns to Rep
BLACK Country actress Josie Law-
rence will return to Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre this month to star 
in a play which is rarely performed in 
the UK.

The Old Hill-born performer will be 
in Eugène Ionesco’s absurdist play, 
Amédée, alongside Trevor Fox.

Amédée tells the story of a frus-
trated playwright, his wife, their very 
big secret, and what happens when 

they try to get rid of it. It opens at 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre from 
February 24 to March 11 and is di-
rected by Roxana Silbert, who said: 
“I’m thrilled to be giving life to Ion-
esco’s little known but brilliant play, 
Amédée.

“Josie Lawrence and Trevor Fox 
capture the despair and absurdity of 
Ionesco’s loveable, frustrating charac-
ters. The play is about the skeleton in 

the closet, it’s about the things that 
you don’t talk about but really should 
confront, the things that stop you 
living, loving, creating. Written just 
after the Second World War, it cap-
tures the struggle of two ordinary peo-
ple trying to survive personal chaos 
surrounded by political upheaval, 
contained by a military presence, and 
where suspicion of your neighbours is 
rife.” Lawrence has previously taken 

leading roles in The Rep’s productions 
of The Cherry Orchard, Hapgood and 
Frozen. Josie’s other theatre credits 
include The Taming Of The Shrew 
for which she was awarded the Dame 
Peggy Ashcroft Award for Best Ac-
tress.

The cast also includes Jamie Sam-
uel, Leah Walker. For tickets call the 
box office on 0121 2364455 or visit 
www.birmingham-rep.co.uk

Report by John Scott

Crackdown
launched on
owners of
left horses
SANDWELL Council has launched 
a crackdown on horse owners who 
continue to flout the law by grazing 
their animals on public land without 
permission.

New signs are being put up on green 
spaces where horses and foals are reg-
ularly found tethered – often without 
adequate food, shelter or water.

Although grazing horses on coun-
cil-owned open space without per-
mission is already not allowed, many 
people still leave the animals on fields 
and parks.

The new signs will speed up the 
process of bailiffs removing the horses 
– so they can be immediately taken 
to safety. Bailiffs have to currently 
wait four days to remove the animals 
under the Control of Horses Act 2015.

Councillor Paul Moore, cabinet 
member for regeneration, said he was 
determined to sort out the horse prob-
lem.

“This use of public land for teth-
ering horses is something that is not 
allowed – apart from the dangers of 
horses getting loose and possibly in-
juring people there is also the ques-
tion of cruelty,” he said.

“I have asked officers to work to re-
move the horses currently grazing on 
the open space near Hall Lane and on 
The Cracker in Tipton and bailiffs will 
be removing the animals,” he said.

Signs will be put up in other areas 
where horses are regularly illegally 
tethered warning horse owners of 
the new crackdown. Any horses then 
found on these sites can be immedi-
ately taken away.

Hospice expands 
board of trustees
A HOSPICE is appealing for business 
leaders to join its board of trustees.

Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
helps patients from across the city, as 
well as Sandwell.

The charity is keen to attract inter-
est from people with expertise in pub-
lic relations and marketing, human 
resources and organisational develop-
ment, business and clinical.

The board of trustees play a key 
role in shaping the hospice and is 
made up of business professionals of 
all ages and diverse backgrounds. 

Trustees serve the charity on a vol-
untary basis.

A networking lunch will be held on 
February 28, at 1pm, to give people 
the chance to find out more. 

 To register and interest call Helene 
Trebinska on 0121 4721191.

Resorts World to 
stage pageants

THE 2017 national finals of Miss and 
Mr England will be held at Resorts 
World in Birmingham from July 12 
to 14. The competition finds the na-
tion’s representative for Miss & Mr 
World and stages over 70 heats across 
the country.

Rugby’s Lewis tries to find biggest fan

Former England rugby international Lewis Moody, in search of the biggest fans

TWO pubs in Smethwick 
are searching for the town’s 
biggest rugby fans. 

The Pheasant Inn, which 
is based on Abbey Road, 
and the Bear Tavern on 
Bearwood Road are looking 
for locals who go above and 
beyond in support of their 
home nation.

The search comes follow-
ing the international rugby 
season getting under way 
with the Six Nations cham-
pionship.

Both pubs have joined 
forces with 2003 World Cup 
winner Lewis Moody to find 
Britain’s biggest home na-
tion rugby fan, and there is 
even a cash prize of £500 up 
for grabs.

Moody, the former flanker 
who notched up 73 caps for 
England said: “Throughout 
my career I’ve met some 
huge fans that would do an-
ything for their team. 

Biggest
“There are the fans that 

never miss a game, own 
every replica shirt and, even 
fans who turn up to watch 
the games with their team’s 
badge painted straight on 
their chest.

“If you think you’ve got 
what it takes to be your na-
tion’s biggest rugby fan, we 
want to know about it.”

The two Smethwick 
Greene King pubs, along-
side hundreds of other, are 
showing all of this year’s Six 
Nations matches.

Entrants are asked to 
submit 100 words as to why 
they think they’re England, 
Wales, Scotland or Ireland’s 
biggest rugby fan before 
February 26. 

For more information, 
visit www.gkseasonticket.
co.uk/rugby

Business expert
is chief of board

Victims of FGM are
urged to speak out

THE Chartered Management Insti-
tute (CMI) has named the Dean of the 
Business School at University College 
Birmingham (UCB), Dilshad Sheikh, 
as the new Chair of its West Midlands 
Board.

The Dean of the Business School 
has been appointed for a two-year 
term, taking over from Services 
Business Executive for Rolls-Royce, 
Andrea Pisoni. Dilshad said: “I am 
absolutely delighted. I am very much 
looking forward to making a positive 
contribution with measurable impacts 
to the region.”

Candidate Simon
in police pledge

Skydiving on horizon 
in £20m plan for NEC

LABOUR’S West Midlands mayoral 
candidate says he is committed to pro-
tecting police numbers as he vowed to 
improve public safety.

Siôn Simon says he will ‘contrast 
the complacency shown by minis-
ters in London’ and tackle ‘everyday 
crime’, such as violence and intimida-
tion, spitting and smoking on public 
transport. 

He added: “We have the right to feel 
safe where we live. That means doing 
all I can to defend police numbers.”

THE owner of Alton Towers plans to 
open a £20 million adventure centre 
at Birmingham’s National Exhibition 
Centre that could include a skydiving 
experience. 

Merlin Attractions, the company 
that is also behind Legoland Resort, 
wants to build the Project Thor centre 
at The Pavilion, next to the Genting 
Arena. It would also feature a high 
ropes course. The centre would be 
aimed at teenagers and young adults, 
according to a planning application.

AN award-winning Elvis tribute is 
coming to Bilston next month. Gor-
don Davis has won Images of the King 
in Memphis. He will be at the Robin 
2 on Saturday, March 11. Tickets are 
£15 in advance, £17.50 on the door, at 
the box office on 01902 401211 or on 
www.therobin.co.uk.

WOMEN and girls affected by female 
genital mutilation are being urged to 
speak out as part of a new campaign. 

The No Choice, No Voice campaign 
has been launched by the police to stop 
the practice of  FGM. The campaign 
states as its opening message: “FGM 
It’s happening here, it’s happening 
now to girls in the West Midlands...
and it’s criminal #FGMletstalk.”

Police can be called on 101 or @
CrimestoppersUK anonymously on 
0800 555 111, or there is the NSPCC 
helpline on 0800 028 3550. For details, 
search #FGMletstalk on Twitter. 

Elvis for One Night

COUNTY NEWS4
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Baches offer an efficient and friendly service we have over 100 years’ experience in doing so!
We are based in West Bromwich and offer services to the whole of the

West Midlands, our services include:-

Wills
Probate

Conveyancing
Trusts

Family Law
Matrimonial Law

Probate Disputes and Litigation

T: 0121 553 3286 | F: 0121 500 5204
E: reception@baches.co.uk |

W: baches.co.uk

Need legal advice or assistance?  
We offer a professional service tailored to your needs

www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk | Call now 07710 434223 / 01902 827879

Affordable windows, doors
and conservatories

co uk | Call now 07710 43www wolverham

Windows 12 x 12 fitted £249 Conservatories 3 x 3 from £6,490

Patio Doors
from £649

Composite
front door
from £699

Back Door
from £349

French Doors
from £649

A DRIVE to revamp footpaths at 
a nature reserve has suffered a 
setback after five tons of rubber 
pellets went up in flames.

The bagged chippings, which 
are laid to form a pathway, were 
damaged in the blaze at Sheep-
wash Nature Reserve in Tipton.

The fire also spread to a sign-
post at the beauty spot. The rub-
ber was left scattered over the 
ground following the fire last 
Monday. It has not yet been con-

firmed how much the chippings 
were worth and whether they can 
still be used, but fire chiefs said 
the project to improve the area 
was likely to have been disrupted 
by the blaze. 

West Midlands Fire Service 
spokesman Neil Spencer said: 
“We had a call that initially came 
in on Monday night where some-
body thought some tyres were on 
fire. It was found that five tons of 
rubber pellets were on fire in a 

yard. We understand the rubber 
is being used as part of work to 
improve the footpaths at Sheep-
wash Nature Reserve. How the 
fire started isn’t exactly clear.”

The rubber has already been 
used to form some new pathways 
at the site, which is popular with 
dog walkers. Sandwell Council’s 
environment boss, Councillor 
David Hosell, said he believed that 
the blaze could have been started 
deliberately.

The remains of the pile of rubber pellets that were to be used to revamp footpaths at the nature reserve

Footpath pellets go up in flames

Ex-chippy owner jailed 
for 22 hygiene offences
THE owner of an Oldbury fish and 
chip shop described as ‘an immi-
nent risk to health’ has been jailed 
for eight months after pleading 
guilty to 22 food hygiene offences.

Paul Singh Kandola who ran Angelo’s 
on Birmingham Road, Oldbury until 2015 
was also banned from managing any oth-
er food business for an indefinite period.

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard that 
Kandola, from Lower Comball, Tipton, had 
repeatedly failed to take action following nu-
merous warnings from environmental health 
officers which had ultimately resulted in the 
fish and chip shop being closed down.

The charges were originally heard in October 
2016 by magistrates, who referred the case to 
crown court for sentencing following Kandola’s 
guilty pleas. Mark Jackson, prosecuting on be-
half of Sandwell Council, informed the court 
that environmental health officers first visited 
Angelo’s at 46 Birmingham Road, Oldbury, in 
November 2014.

Standards of food hygiene were found to be 
poor and Kandola was given time to improve 
the premises. Further visits revealed that he 
had ignored officers’ instructions.

Damaged
On numerous occasions, officers found the 

fish and chip shop was in a filthy condition 
with the surfaces of equipment being used in 
the food business encrusted with food debris 
and dirt. Rooms used for food preparation were 
in a very poor state of repair with damaged tiles 
and flaking paint with food at risk of contam-
ination.

His Honour Judge Berlin sentencing Kan-
dola to eight months’ imprisonment, stated 
that the evidence presented by the prosecution 
demonstrated wholly unhygienic conditions at 
the premises. He further stated that Kandola 
acted irresponsibly with a flagrant disregard 
for the law.

Public health chief Councillor Preet Gill, 
said: “We welcome the sentence for these of-
fences because it is vital that people are fully 
protected against unhygienic food practices.”

The court ordered Kandola to pay a £100 
victim’s surcharge. Kandola has since sold An-
gelo’s and has no connection with the business 
now run from the premises. Sandwell Council 
confirmed it is under new ownership, had been 
inspected by environmental health officers and 
achieved a ‘good’ food hygiene rating of four.

Hospital’s
Greggs gets
salad days
under way
LESS of the sausage rolls and cheese 
and onion pasties – more with the 
fruit, salads and porridge.

Greggs has launched its first 
‘healthy shop’ at New Cross Hospital 
in Wolverhampton. It is the first of its 
kind in the country. 

The Greggs bakery at the hospital 
was found to be the second busiest in 
the country three years ago. And this 
week, the firm launched its healthier 
shop format at the hospital. Bosses 
say it is designed to meet NHS Eng-
land’s targets on food sold in hospi-
tals.

The new store layout sees a wider 
selection of the firm’s ‘balanced 
choice’ range of sandwiches, wraps, 
yoghurts and soups. It has reduced 
the number of high fat, sugar and salt 
products on display at the checkout.

Although sausage rolls and dough-
nuts are still on sale.

Greggs chief executive Roger Whi-
teside said: “We have been busy devel-
oping a healthier shop format at New 
Cross Hospital to meet NHS England 
targets on healthy checkouts, food 
advertising and price promotions in 
hospitals and are proud to have to 
achieved joint second place in a league 
table.” 

Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust 
chief executive David Loughton said: 
“It is important that patients, visi-
tors and staff have a variety of choice 
when it comes to the food that they 
wish to eat and in a hospital setting it 
is important that there are a number 
of healthy options on offer.” Greggs 
opened at the hospital in 2013. 

Library dips in 
to local history
RESIDENTS keen to learn about 
their local history can join new free 
afternoon talks about the Black Coun-
try at Sandwell’s Central Library.

The talks are held on Tuesdays 
talks from 2pm. Local historians can 
find out more about Marlene the Black 
Country Wench on February 21. And 
on February 28 local actor and musi-
cian Barry Harper will talk about his 
career in the movies and TV.

Local historian Keith Hodgkins will 
be taking a nostalgic illustrated tour 
around Old West Bromwich when he 
pops in on Tuesday 14 March and bare 
knuckle champion the Tipton Slasher 
is next up on Tuesday 21, with author 
Chris Smith.  All the talks are at the 
library in West Bromwich, starting at 
2pm on Tuesdays. Admission is free.

Sandwell among 
worst for hygiene
SANDWELL is one of the worst bor-
oughs for food hygiene ratings. It was 
labelled as having one of the lowest 
percentages of four/five star ratings 
with only 57 per cent of pubs, bars 
and nightclubs having met the grade.

Capital B girls ready for new production
TWO students from Birmingham City 
University – and current contestants 
on The Voice UK – are preparing for 
a new production that celebrates the 
life of theatre director, entrepreneur 
and the founder of Birmingham Rep-
ertory Theatre, Sir Barry Jackson.

Ebony Wilson from Smethwick 
and Zoe Hedge from Shropshire, are 
studying Applied Performance at 
Birmingham School of Acting. The 
duo will star in ‘Déjà vu – a trib-
ute to Sir Barry Jackson’, alongside 
fellow members of Routes Theatre 
Company. Showing at The Old Rep, 

the production by Routes will tell the 
story of Sir Barry Jackson’s life and 
reveal the revolutionary elements of 
his experimental theatre, which first 
opened in 1913.

As well as his work in Birmingham, 
Sir Barry was director of the Royal 
Opera House in London and, along-
side George Bernard Shaw, he also es-
tablished the Malvern Festival, which 
ran annually between 1929 and 1939.

Ebony said: “Our Applied Perfor-
mance course has helped prepare us 
to become theatre-makers who want 
to make a real difference through our 

work – whether that be drama, sing-
ing, dancing, spoken word, a docu-
mentary or digital art.”

Ebony and Zoe – known as Capital 
B – met on their first day as students 
at Birmingham School of Acting, part 
of Birmingham City University. 

After singing together in Univer-
sity performances – and in their bed-
rooms – since September 2014, Zoe 
persuaded Ebony to audition for The 
Voice UK with her last year. After 
wowing the superstar judges in their 
blind audition, Capital B chose Sir 
Tom Jones to be their mentor.

Best January for
Brum departures

Burglar’s jail
term is reduced

HOT on the heels of a record-break-
ing 2016 Birmingham Airport has re-
vealed the busiest January in its his-
tory. In total 775,176 passengers were 
passed through the West Midlands 
gateway last month, a 16.1 per cent 
jump compared to January last year.

The biggest growth came from pas-
sengers looking for a long-distance 
flight for some winter sun, up 29.5 
per cent, although there were plenty 
embracing the cold with growing de-
mand for flights to Berlin, Reykjavik 
and Warsaw.

David Winstanley, chief operating 
officer at Birmingham Airport, said: 
“It is great to see the consecutive re-
cord breaking months continue. This 
is our twenty third in a row.”

Breakfast focus
on apprentices

Hotel for refugees
in line for a revamp

A BUSINESS breakfast event focus-
ing on the changes of funding of ap-
prenticeships will be taking place this 
month.

The event will take place at The 
McLaren building in Birmingham 
from February 21. Firm 3aaa Appren-
ticeships will be hosting the event.

The event will look at the changes 
to the apprenticeship levy, which will 
see a monthly reduction of 0.5 per cent 
in the total payroll bill for apprentice-
ship training. This event starts at 
7:30am through to 10:00am. For de-
tails, call Fozia Iqbal on 07391407939 
or email foziaiqbal@3aaa.co.uk

AN HISTORIC hotel once used by the 
Home Office to ‘dump migrants’, is 
undergoing a major revamp.

The Paragon, in Birmingham, be-
came home to 200 migrants in 2015.

The hotel’s owners have now been 
told they can’t house more asylum 
seekers without extra planning per-
mission after the Grade II-listed 
building was given the go ahead for a 
multi-million pound revamp.

Now there are plans for the ‘dirty, 
filthy dump’ as a luxury hotel, build-
ing a four-storey extension.

A BURGLAR jailed for two years 
after making off with a box full of 
goods has had his jail term cut. Shane 
O’Rourke, aged 28, broke into Martin 
Gallagher’s home on Chapel Street, 
Brierley Hill, Dudley, in September.

He bundled numerous stolen items 
– including an air rifle, two mobile 
phones and a games console – into a 
box, London’s Appeal Court heard.

O’Rourke, of Blackacre Road, Dud-
ley, pleaded guilty to burglary and 
driving whilst disqualified at Wolver-
hampton Crown Court. 

He was jailed for two years in Octo-
ber. But Lord Justice Fulford cut his 
sentence to 16 months, concluding the 
original jail term fell outside sentenc-
ing guidelines.

Zoe Hedge left, and Ebony Wilson
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Huge Range Made To Measure Service Lined & Insulated Options Quality At Competitive Prices

Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street,
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples)

Visit our website:
www.bettabuildings.co.uk

Call us now:
0121 553 4682

7ft x5ft £599
8ft x6ft £725
8ft x8ft £789

Fitted prices from Fitted prices from

Concrete
Garages

Summer
Houses

£1599Single Garage
16ft x 8ft

£3099Double Garage
16ft x 16ft

Wooden
Sheds
FULL TONGUE & GROOVE

VIEW
ONLINE

HUGE
RANGE

FREE
FITTING

FREE
FITTING

Log Cabins
&GardenRooms

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF
REPLACEMENT SERVICE

Prices from

6ft x4ft £239 £274
7ft x5ft £269 £309
8ft x6ft £299 £344

Delivery
Only

Delivered
& Fitted

Includes
Verandah

Without
Verandah

Without
Verandah

Fitting service available
Wall Log 44mm T&G
Double Glazed
Insulated Options
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Old Buildings Removed

Asbestos Disposal

Base Laying Service

Free Quotations

INMY VIEW
with Mark Andrews

Storing up
problems
by shuffling
the stock
DONE your weekly shop at Tesco over
the weekend? Might not be a bad idea to
check your receipt. According to an ex-
cellent investigation by the BBC’s Inside
Out programme, 33 out of the 50 Tes-
co stores they visited were advertising
things for one price on the shelves, but
charging them another at the till.

There is no suggestion of any intent,
and when the investigators challenged
shop assistants in this neck of the woods,
they invariably blamed staff shortages.

In which case, how do they find time to
keep shuffling the stock about? Not once
in the past three Saturdays have certain
things been where they were the previous
week, despite signs hanging above the
aisles to the contrary. Hunting the York-
shire puddings in particular has become
something of a weekly sport.

Why do supermarkets do this? The
official line would be that the layout will
make for a better customer experience.
To which I say: Total codswallop.

There is the old theory that by forcing
us to spend longer round the aisles, we
will buy other things that catch our eye
while looking for those elusive Yorkshires.
But are people really so stupid? Have any
of you thought: “Hmm, I can’t find the
Yorkshire pudding to go with my Sunday
roast, but that quinoa looks rather nice,
and let’s buy some ice cream while we’re
about it”? No, didn’t think so.

What usually happens in my case is
that after about 10 minutes’ searching, I
will concede defeat and storm off in a huff
without buying it.

It has been a lean time for our big su-
permarkets, which have been feeling the
pinch from discount rivals. So here’s an
idea. Just decide where the best loca-
tion is for the Yorkshire pudding and the
cooked meat. And leave it there. For the
next 10 years at least.

It probably won’t send profits through
the roof, but they might just sell a bit
more.

As they say, every little helps.
r r r

LEAKED emails reveal David Beckham
was a bit miffed that he was only appoint-
ed an OBE, clearly believing he deserved
a knighthood.

Frankly, I’ve never really bought into all
this Goldenballs stuff. A prodigous talent,
no doubt, but his former manager Sir Alex
Ferguson frequently talked about how his
showbiz lifestyle didn’t sit well with the
discipline of team sport.

Which is probably why, as we look
back on his career, he is better remem-
bered for his sarong, sandals, tattoos and
pop-star wife than anything he achieved
on the football field.

He might also like to consider what
makes him different from his predecessor
as England captain. Bobby Moore, who
contented himself with an OBE.

Except that Bobby Moore’s England
team won something.

Real problem is our
soaring population

TALKING POINT

Blow the
whistle on
treatment
of referees
GRASSROOTS football is facing strikers
of a different kind – the referees.

The men in black are being led in a
protest campaign by young referee Ryan
Hampson, an 18-year-old who has been
punched, butted and spat on while offi-
ciating.

Some 800 officials agreed to join him
on a nationwide strike on March 4-5 de-
manding more action from the FA to pro-
tect refs in grassroots football. The strike
looks set to be put off after talks with his
local FA in Manchester. But this action
has been a long time coming and maybe
a walkout is exactly what is needed.

Despite the token ‘Respect the ref’
banner, the man in the middle is easy
prey for intimidation, abuse and occa-
sionally violence. Every weekend I have
to watch my teenage son set himself up
as a target for know-it-all dads, bullying
managers and yobbish players.

Most of the time those bellowing about
his decisions are in no position to accu-
rately see the action or don’t seem to
have read a rule book since 1972 – but
that doesn’t stop them shouting out.

Managers seem to think if they badg-
er a young ref for long enough he/she
will change their minds. Or they will be
too frightened to give a decision against
them. In my experience, an obnoxious
and/or vocal manager usually means ob-
noxious and/or vocal parents. Similarly,
disciplined and sporting managers will
have respectful parents – and players.

It is a case of ‘monkey see, monkey
do’ with children. Just as they imitate
the appalling behaviour of professional
players, they also pick up the habits of
parents and coaches. These aren’t just
pushy parents. They might argue they are
being supportive but frankly they are em-
barrassing.

Someone should tell the parents this a
group of children playing for fun – though
not if you have angry parents pitchside!

Speaking as a referee’s mother, if you
think it is acceptable to abuse a young
lad who has got out of bed on a cold
weekend to earn a bit of pocket money
then you need to take a long hard look
at yourself.

My son has been refereeing since he
was 14. Fresh-faced and new to the
game, it was tough and many of his
friends simply quit. He has grown in
confidence and now stands at 6ft tall so
tends to see less intimidation but I wor-
ry how it will be when he starts taking
charge of adult games.

No ref always makes the right call,
particularly when your linesman is a
well-meaning parent, but that is part of
the game. Teams must put up and shut
up unless they want to pay for profes-
sional linesmen. If these youngsters did
not give up their weekends there would
be no games. It may just take a strike to
remind people.

DIANE DAVIES

WHEN ministers talk of our “broken” hous-
ing programme, they need look no further
than the House of Commons for someone to
blame. Britain is a big and welcoming country.
It could cope perfectly well with net migration
of 100,000 newcomers per year. But when the
UK population is allowed to grow at up to five
times that rate, from 50 million to 70 million in
a single lifetime, then everything, including sur-
geries, hospitals, schools, roads, railways and
electricity, gas and water supplies, begins to
creak and fall apart. There is absolutely no point
in any Government brandishing a new White
Paper and announcing a new housing policy
unless it also has a viable population policy. We
are still waiting.

GREAT coincidences of our time. Number
of houses required to meet Britain’s housing
needs: 300,000 per year. Net migration into Brit-
ain: 300,000 per year.

THE Government says old folk occupying
big houses will be “given incentives” to move
into smaller properties. A reader asks: “Will the
same criteria apply to the stately piles of Eng-
land: Buckingham Palace,Windsor Castle and
Clarence House?” Any more questions like that,
my lad, and you’ll find yourself in a very large
dwelling. The Tower.

A RECENT item on predictive text gave the
example of Wton (short for Wolverhampton) be-
ing confused with Eton (the public school). In
real life, the two could never be confused. One
is a multicultural place populated by people
with an impenetrable accent and bizarre dress-
sense who are ridiculously proud of it. The other
is Wolverhampton.

YOU may recall my ill-fated Campaign for
the Restoration of Authentic Plumbing, a cause
damned by its own initials. It may be time to

revive it. A report by Age UK alleges that mod-
ern push-button lavatory flushes can be im-
possible for some old folk to operate. A device
that makes perfect sense to bright young de-
signers in the bog-flush industry may be quite
impossible if you are old, frail and have a touch
of arthritis. As a general rule, if something has
worked for 100 years, leave it alone. Pull chains
and lever flushes have served this great nation
very well. Let us see more of them.

A EURO-QUIZ. Who is the president of the
European Commission? When was he elected
by the people? What are his views on migration?
What’s his wife’s name? If you are stumped for
the answers, you are in the majority. We know
all these things about Donald Trump, the new
President of the United States, but are blissful-
ly ignorant about the leaders of the European
Union. It proves that, whatever The Remoaners
tell us, most Britons have never really engaged
with the EU. Even after 40 years of the Euro-
pean Project, we still look west towards Wash-
ington rather than east towards Brussels. The
answers? The EU president is Jean-Claude
Juncker. Elected by the people? You must be
joking; he was appointed by MEPs. He says
the migration crisis should be handled “with
solidarity and the heart.” His wife is Christiane.
That’s enough EU trivia, isn’t it? Now, back to
the interesting stuff at the White House . . .

AS the trial in Apple Tree Yard (BBC1) came to
its climax, the foreman of the jury did not merely
deliver the verdict but did so after a long pause,
as seen with the Strictly Come Dancing voting,

to build up the tension. It was a silly moment
to insert in a serious drama but it made me
wonder. In this age, when people base their lan-
guage and behaviour on what they see on tele-
vision, has a real-life foreman in a real-life court
announced: “We find the accused (interminable
pause) not guilty”? I can think of some crusty
old judges who would have sent the foreman
straight to the cells for contempt for turning a
serious trial into a drama.

NEW terms for out time: The nabbott. A nab-
bott is a sudden and mysterious disease which
immediately disqualifies the victim from impor-
tant business, such as voting in the Commons.
The defining characteristic of the nabbott is that
not everyone believes it is real. As in: “He’s just
throwing a nabbott.”

HOWEVER, if Diane Abbott was genuinely
struck down by a migraine just before the Brexit
White Paper vote, she deserves our sympathy.
Nobody ever gets just one migraine. They strike
time after time. In my case it was once every six
months. They came, throbbed for exactly six-
and-a-half hours (so regular that you could set
your clock by them) and then vanished, leaving
me weak and wobbly but strangely cleansed.
I suffered years of migraines; they suddenly
stopped when I was put on blood pressure tab-
lets.

THE late, great Les Dawson told the tale of a
man who went to the Jobcentre and explained it
had been a long time since he’d had a job. “So
what was that job?” asked the clerk. “Zeppe-
lin builder,” replied the man. It’s a reminder that
some jobs don’t survive the march of history.
Carl Frey, a technology expert at Oxford Univer-
sity, has compiled a list of the £40,000-plus jobs
most at risk from robots. Right at the top, I am
delighted to report, are insurance underwriters.

EU president Jean-Claude Juncker – but
how many people know about him?

New term ‘nabbit’ as Diane Abbott missed
the crucial vote in the Commons

The late, great comedian Les Dawson
proved just the job as a storyteller

Where blame lies for ‘broken’ housing programme

THE BEST OF
PETER RHODES
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★ Gold & Silver Jewellery
★ Watches
★ Diamond Rings
★ Pre-Owned Rolex’s
★ Jewellery Repair 

& Cleaning Services
★ Replace Missing Diamonds
★ Watch Servicing & Batteries

GOLD PRICES THE 
HIGHEST IN YEARS

BUY

SELL

Find us on Facebook at

BowjanglesMidlands

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY

Tel: 0121 556 6868
www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk

Highly skilled craftsmen are
ready to take on any repair project, 

or simply a service of a 
treasured timepiece...

Simply pop in and we will give you
a FREE estimate.

HIGHEST IN YEARSHIGHEST IN YEARS
9ct Gold £10.75
18ct Gold £21.50
22ct Gold £26.27
(price as of 14.2.17)

Full Sovereign
£215
Full Kruggerand 
£940

EUROS U.S. DOLLARS
We sell £1 = 1.145
We buy  £1 = 1.23

Price Paid 14.2.17

We sell £1 = 1.215
We buy  £1 = 1.30

Price Paid 14.2.17

 We are now able
  to order ANY Rolex
Wristwatch at

 MASSIVE
 DISCOUNTS!

Each watch will
come with a
2 Year Guarantee.

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY

Tel: 0121 556 6868
www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk

Best rates and pay no commission on all foreign currency

0121 421 1000 ● 07956 416016
153 CASTLE ROAD WEST, OLDBURY B68 0EL

Vertical, Venetian,
Awnings and
Roller Blinds

● 12 Month Guarantee
●  All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit
● Washable Blinds Available
● Friendly, Personal Service
● Full Range of Colours

★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING
★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES

★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS
★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 0PG
Tel: 0121 553 5914

STAR CLUTCHES LTD &
SERVICE CENTRE

Window Warehouse Ltd
97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm

T E L E P H O N E : 0121 544 2222

Established over 20 years

• Windows
• Composite Doors

• Porches
• Patio Doors

• Conservatories
• Window & Door

Repairs
• Fascias / Guttering

• Building Work
• Misted-up Units

LARGE
DISCOUNTS ON ORDERS PLACED BEFORE

THE END OF FEBRUARY 2017

ALL INSTALLATIONS PROJECT MANAGED FROM START TO FINISH

CLIENTPEACE OFMIND FROM

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY,
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132

*Terms and conditions apply see in store for details.

• Over 50 displays in store  • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 
• Long established business • Quality installers

COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS

BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION

A toilet with a couple of extra 
inches of height makes all the 
difference, Large choice of 
discrete and stylish modern 
designs.

SUPPLY ONLY £149.00
INSTALLED £299.00*

Bath or shower In 
comfort. Fully Installed
Includes, Walk in bath, 
Thermostatic bath/
shower mixer, bathing 
seat tiling or easy 
clean wall panels

INSTALLED 
£2995.00*

3 HOUR 
Installation* SEE DISPLAYS 

IN STORE

SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE

SEE DISPLAYS 
IN STORE

1-2 day 
Installation*

1-2 day 
Installation*

Fully Installed inc. 
Safety Glass Enclosure,
Shower seat, Grab Rail, 
Shower valve
Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall 
Panels.

INSTALLED 
£1895.00*

from

from from

FREE 
TILES

on all February
installations.

See in store 
for details

WHAT contrasting reports in the Express 
& Star. The horrific suffering of the pitiful 
rottweiler Tyson in Tipton, “in such a bad 
way the RSPCA could not tell what breed 
he was”.

Tyson, born to be starved, in the corner 
of a shed, a hole exposed him to wind and 
rain, for at least three months, no water or 
food for him. Bad skin condition, sores, a vet 
put him to sleep on humane grounds, he was 
so poorly. The court banned the owner from 
keeping animals for 10 years, fined £415.

Why only a 15-week prison sentence sus-

pended for two years? Why not a ban for 
life? How bad has animal suffering to be, to 
warrant immediate prison?

Then, in contrast, the lovely story about 
German shepherd Alice, settling into her 
new home, her new owner student Ben Brit-
tain, who rescued her.

And the mission of Ellen Cobb of Stour-
bridge who’s got celebrities to sign her pe-
tition to stop the UK legal trade in ivory. 
Let’s hope the Government listens.

JACKIE ADAMS
Rowley Regis

Animal cruelty warrants greater penalties

Yes, times
changing
re: cycling

SSAFA, the Armed Forces charity, has been 
providing vital support for our troops, vet-
erans and their families for 131 years; an-
nually, it now supports over 60,000 people. 

We provide the ‘frontline’ across the mil-
itary charity sector through our network of 
motivated and resourceful volunteers who 
go and visit those who may require help and 
who address their needs.

To continue this essential work – that al-
leviates suffering and hardship among those 
who are serving or have served this Nation 
in our Armed Forces and their families, 
SSAFA is in real need of more volunteers in 
your local area. Our volunteers deliver vital 
assistance in all sorts of ways – starting 
by visiting individuals in their homes, as-
sessing their needs and building a bespoke 
package of support. We can help with issues 
such as mobility, home repairs, house ad-

aptations, household goods, homelessness, 
marriage breakdown, mental health prob-
lems, urgent debt support, essential food 
and groceries needs, clothing and to cover 
the training costs to help younger veterans 
back into work.

Volunteering for SSAFA is a most re-
warding role: to address the difficulties fac-
ing a wide range of people – from a veteran 
of World War II to a recent Service leaver in 
their twenties.

At SSAFA, we feel very strongly that 
the Armed Forces community have ‘looked 
after our backs’; it is now our turn, when-
ever and wherever necessary, to protect 
theirs. Please contact us at www.ssafa.org.
uk/newrecruits or call 0800 032 5612.

LIEUTENANT GENERAL (RETIRED)
SIR ANDREW GREGORY KBE CB
Chief Executive, SSAFA, the Armed Forces

THERE is nothing worse 
than seeing a forecast of 
doom materialise before 
your eyes, but sadly official 
figures confirm my worst 
fears that homelessness is 
increasing and thousands 
more are sleeping rough.

So what is happening? 
Are councils fulfilling their 
moral responsibility as well 
as their legal responsibility? 
It would seem not. A cup of 
soup and a pre-packed sand-
wich fall far short of a duty 
of care social package. 

We have serious housing 
shortages, but even with the 
rapid growth of slum land-
lords, and multi-occupant 
garden sheds many of these 
homeless couldn’t afford the 
outrageous rents, and we 
haven’t even seen the fall-
out from universal benefits, 
that is going to create even 
more economic chaos, more 
sleeping bags and before 
long our own cardboard city. 

S T VAUGHAN
Birmingham 

Doom-laden
prediction

Army of volunteers needed to 
support vital work of SSAFA

I ALWAYS have a little 
smile when reading some of 
Peter Cole’s letters. 

His latest concerns the 
popularity of cycling in this 
country, one national paper 
said that Yorkshire is the 
main centre of cycling while 
a letter contributor to the 
Express & Star makes the 
bold statement that Wolver-
hampton is the capital.

Given that one is a county 
and the other a city, what 
conclusion can you draw 
from a comment like that? 

Peter doesn’t even touch 
on the subject…instead his 
thoughts on the topic simply 
detail the number of cycling 
clubs he knew that existed 
in the area in the 50s/early 
60s and asks what has hap-
pened to most of these and 
their members.

I cannot see the correla-
tion. And that is sad, but 
in answer to his query, why 
can he not simply accept 
that times have moved on, 
clubs close, members die, or 
if they are still alive they are 
now pretty much in their 
dotage, as I am, and I am 
sure Peter is also? 

JOHN B WALDRON
Stourbridge

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
POST

Sandwell Chronicle,
Chronicle Editorial,
51-53 Queen Street

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

EMAIL
sandwell.chronicle@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice, which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are un-
happy with the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters.
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FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS

Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give RYDALE a ring....
Our32nd

2017

Windows, Doors, Conservatories,
Orangeries, Porches, Fascias
and Soffit Boards

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS
Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed

eplace the existing roof on
our conservatory and create a

comfortable environment and a
room you can use all year round

RRydale take securityvvery seriously Guaranteedhigh securityon AALL productsFull details onrequest

ULTIMATE SECURITY GUARANTEE

Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we
have been in business for more than 30 years.

No deposits or stage payments,
you only pay when the installation

mpleted

Visit one of the largest
conservatory and window
shrowrooms in the UK

Supplied & Fitted...
across the Midlands

Repair Service
Available

Re
yo

has been com

WINTER
SALE

Cleaning
Services now available
to restore all your uPVC
products. Guttering and

Driveways cleaning
available

Force is strong with new
‘Star Paws’ police recruits
THEY may be small and fluffy, but they sound like the he-
roes, villains and stars of the big screen. West Midlands
Police officers have been naming their latest dog litters
after films.
And they are always on the lookout for new dog walkers to raise

their puppies who could eventually become fully-trained police
dogs. The latest litters have been given names with a Star Wars
and Dad’s Army theme.
Police officers, at the dog train-

ing centre in Balsall Common, will
also be coming up with more names
in the future, including those based
around Game of Thrones and Harry
Potter.
Officers are getting creative with

the names because as police breed a
lot of litters they are running out of
regular names to use.
The litter of Star Wars puppies,

nicknamed ‘Star Paws’, have all
found dog walkers. But a new litter
of puppies, which are one-week-old
and have been given names of the
popular TV programme Dad’s Army,
will soon be needing walkers.

Successful
The role of the walkers is to raise

the puppies until they are at least six
months old – at which point they will
undergo a crucial assessment to see
if they can continue their training.
Puppies which are successful are

then returned to the dog walkers for
around four months.
West Midlands Police breed

scheme manager David Raymond
said: “Without the dog walkers, we
would not have a dog unit really.
“They do a lot of hard work help-

ing the dogs through socialising and
getting used to environments before
they are allocated dog handlers.

M6 collision
driver taken
to hospital
AN elderly driver was taken to hospi-
tal after his car and two lorries were
involved in a crash on the M6.
The 69-year-old man was treated

at the scene by paramedics after his
vehicle collided with one of the HGVs,
then spun around an hit a wall near
Spaghetti Junction in Birmingham.
Crews from West Midlands Ambu-

lance Service treated the man for neck
pain following the smash, which hap-
pened at around 9.20am on Monday.
The man had to be cut from his

vehicle by firefighters before being
taken to Sandwell Hospital for further
treatment.
Meanwhile, drivers faced delays

of up to an hour as three lanes were
shut between Spaghetti Junction and
Junction 7 for Great Barr.
A West Midlands Ambulance Ser-

vice spokesman said: “The 69-year-old
man, the driver of the car, said there
was a collision with a HGV and then
his car spun and hit a wall.
“He was complaining of pain in his

right hip. He was immobilised and
taken to Sandwell Hospital.”

Doubts over scheme
for new Aldi outlet
PLANS for a new Aldi supermarket
to be built in Great Barr are facing
uncertainty.
The budget supermarket is desper-

ate to create a branch in the town, but
has faced opposition over road safety
and the impact on a nearby nature
reserve.
A revised scheme was submitted to

council planners in December after
the first application was refused last
August.
An Aldi spokesperson said: “We are

disappointed that our proposals for a
multi-million pound investment into
the Great Barr economy, which would
create around 40 permanent jobs,
have been recommended for refusal.”

“The roles that dogs will be
trained up for is general purpose,
and there will be specialist roles for
used for tracking, searching drugs or
identifying explosives.
“We have about 12 litters through-

out the year, and currently we have
70 German shepherd puppies and
30 English cocker spaniel puppies in
our system. It is difficult when the
dog walkers hand over the puppies.
“For some people they will say it’s

not for me. You are going to form
emotional bonds with animals. But
some people have been doing it for
30 years and love a new challenge
every 12 months.”
People wishing to be walkers need

to be at least 18, and must have a
lot of time free. West Midlands Po-
lice has its own breeding scheme and
supplies puppies and police dogs to
police forces across the country, and
even around the world.
The Star Wars puppy litter, all

German shepherds, were given
the names of Darth Vader, Jabba,
Trooper, Luke, Hans, Binx, Bibi and
Saber. Anyone interested in being a
dog walker is asked to email breed-
scheme@west-midlands.pnn.police.
uk. They must also live in the West
Midlands area or on the outskirts.

By Jamie Brassington

Crime-fighters of the future – the Star Wars police puppy litter. Picture by @No1GhostDog
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174/180 Vicarage Road, 
Nr Oldbury, B68 8JB 
Tel: 0121 552 1684
CUSTOMER CAR PARK

Open Monday to Saturday  9 am to 5.30 pm, 
Wednesday 9.00 am to 12.30 pm

Est 1905

1/2 Price Bargains
MORE

BIGGER MENSWEAR
WE SPECIALISE IN SIZES UP TO 6XL

SHORT SLEEVE SHIRTS
19 & 21 Collar

Normally £15.99
THIS SATURDAY 1/2 PRICE £8.00

POLO SHIRTS 2XL TO 6XL
Normally £13.99

THIS SATURDAY 1/2 PRICE £6.99
MENS STONEWASHED JEANS

46 to 58 Waist
Usually £16.99

THIS SATURDAY 1/2 PRICE £8.50
MENS BLACK QUILTED CAR COATS

2XL to 4XL
Normally £41.99

THIS SATURDAY 1/2 PRICE £21.00
MENS SUITS
48 to 62 Chest

Normally £99.99
THIS SATURDAY 1/2 PRICE £50

FOOTWEAR
MENS LACE UP SHOES

Sizes 8 to 12
£15.99 1/2 PRICE THIS SATURDAY

£8.00
LADIES SLIPPERS

Sizes 4 to 8
£12.99 1/2 PRICE THIS SATURDAY £6.50

MODEL RAILWAYS

HORNBY & BACHMANN LOCOS
New Unboxed

HORNBY CITY OF GLOUCESTER
Normally £119.99

THIS SATURDAY 1/2 PRICE £60.00

HORNBY BLACK 5 LMS
Normally £134.99

THIS SATURDAY 1/2 PRICE £67.50

BACHMANN ROOD ASHTON HALL
Normally £129.99

THIS SATURDAY 1/2 PRICE £65.00

GO TO OUR WEBSITE
www.aoakes.co.uk
‘World of Trains

For more Saturday Offers

NEW HORNBY CATALOGUE OUT NOW

Cloudy2Clear
GUARANTEE All
Customers That An
Average Quote Will
Take No Longer Than
20 MINS!!!

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

advertorial

Cloudy2Clear Windows...
Service With A Smile!

Established for over a decade
Cloudy2Clear windows have
become a leading company
for glass replacement. Issues
with double glazing can
often be gradual and may
only be noticed during a
clear sunny day or during
the winter. A failed glass unit
may no longer provide you
with the protection you need
or be energy efficient. Why
not spend a few minutes
checking your home to see if
you have any failed double
glazing? If you act now you
can avoid these problems.
Now, you may think you

need to replace the whole

window including the frames
and all the hardware, however
Cloudy2Clear have come up
with a simple and cost saving
solution… Just replace the
glass!!
If you see condensation

in your windows just visit
our website or give us a
call on 0800 61 21 118. We
will send out our highly
experienced engineers for a
free no obligation quote. A
Cloudy2Clear quote takes
on average no longer than
20minutes. Once the quote is
completed, wewill sit downwith
you and explain the problem
and tell you howwe can fix

it. With years of experience
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of
knowledge and are recognised
as aWhich Trusted Trader,
plus our work is backed by
an industry leading 25 year
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also
replace faulty locks handles
and hinges on all windows and
doors.
Your friendly local

Cloudy2Clear specialist
is James Stanley and
he services Walsall and
surrounding areas.
So, if your windows are

steamed up, broken or damaged
give James a call for a free
quotation on 0800 61 21 118.

DOUBLE METAL BEDFRAME WITH
HEAVVVVVY DUTY BASE COMPLETE

WITH ORTHO HAND
TUFTED MATTRESS

NSP £399 SALE £169
EVE MATTRESSES (AS SEEN ON TV)

SINGLE WAS £349 SALE £149
DOUBLE WAS £549 SALE £249

KING WAS £629 SALE £279

OTTOMAN FAUX LEATHER LIFT UP STORAGE
BEDFRAME IN EXPRESSO BROWN.

SINGLE NSP £399 SALE £199
DOUBLE NSP £499 SALE £249

KING NSP £599 SALE £299

IMPERIAL DOUBLE PLATINUM FINISH
VICTORIAN STYLE BEDFRAME COMPLETE

WITH LUXURY COIL SPRUNG ORTHO
MATTRESS IN BELGIAN DAMASK

NSP £899 SALE £399
KING SIZE £50 EXTRA

KENSINGTON DOUBLE DIVAN SET WITH
CRYSTAL BUTTONED HEADBOARD &
MEMORY COIL SPRUNG MATTRESS

NSP £799 SALE £399
KING SIZE £50 EXTRA

FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM

HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY
SINGLLLLLE MATT FROM £39

DOUBLLLE MATT FROM £59
KING MATT FROM £79

oouurr

bbiiggggeesstt
eevveerr

wwiinntteerr

ssaalleensaanoaowaallw oonnnennneennnnnnnnnennne!ee!
...massive reductions

INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES
SPEND £500

£50 deposit and
9 x monthly payments

@ £50 per month
Total payable = £500

0% 0%
APR
REPRESENTATIVE

APR
REPRESENTATIVE

SPEND £1000
£100 deposit and

12 x monthly payments
@ £75 per month

Total payable = £1000

Available on many sale items. Exclusions apply. See instore for details.

UPTO 12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT
PLUS

PLUS...UP TO 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS
Huge range of
mirrors, bar stools,
lamps, pictures,
coffee tables etc.

KNIGHTSBRIDGE LARGE DESIGNER CORNER SOFA IN CRUSHED
SILVER VELVET FABRIC

NSP £1199
SALE £749

ITALIAN LEATHER SOFABED IN CHESTNUT
WITH EVERY DAY METAL PULL OUT

ACTION MATTRESS

NSP £799 SALE £374

KNIGHTSBRIDGE
REGULAR SOFA IN
CRUSHED VELVET

NSP £599
SALE £299

MILANO PAIR OF MODERN SOFAS IN RED - ONE ONLY
NSP £1299

SALE £599
THE PAIR

Telephone:
0121 557 6885

OPENING HOURS:
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM

PICTURES FOR
GUIDANCE ONLY

BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE,

CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE,
DUDLEY DY4 7RG

SUBJECT
TO STATUS( )

BELLISSIMO SWIVEL &
RECLINING ITALIAN LEATHER

CHAIR & FOOTSTOOL

SINGLE BEDFRAME IN PINK OR CREAM
WITH HEAVY DUTY BASE COMPLETE

WITH ORTHO MATTRESS
NSP £199

SALE £99

LA-Z-BOY LEATHER DISPLAY MODELS TO CLEAR

MANHATTAN FIXED CORNER
GROUP IN BURGUNDY

NSP £3499 SALE £1188
£120 DEPOSIT, THEN 12 X MONTHLY

PAYMENTS @ £89 = £1188

TUBCHAIRS IN BLACK,
BROWN,
RED

NSP £199 SALE £99

NSP
£499
SALE

£219

MANHATTAN 3 SEATER FIXED &
2 SEATER FIXED IN BURGUNDY

NSP £2899 SALE £999
£99 DEPOSIT, THEN 12 X MONTHLY

PAYMENTS @ £75 = £999

HURRwYw LLAAoAoSSoSoTnnT
WEEK

Backing for flats bid at 
vandal-hit car park site
PLANS to build nearly 50 
apartments on a vandal-hit 
former car park in Tipton 
have been welcomed.

The former market traders car 
park in Great Bridge has stood 
derelict for nearly 10 years.

Since then it has been blighted by 
fly-tipping and traveller camps. 

Bollards and fencing were put in 
place to protect it from further dam-
age.

The car park shut to the public in 
2008, with plans to build apartments 
and a new £5 million health centre 
proposed within the last decade both 
falling through. 

Now, plans have been put forward 
for the residential blocks which would 
contain four one-bedroom studios, 12 
one-bedroom flats and 32 two-bedroom 
flats.

Councillor Peter Allen, who has 
backed the campaign for something to 
be built on the land for several years, 
spoke of his delight.

Residential
He said: “It is still subject to plan-

ning but we are planning for a May 
deadline.

“We have been unsure whether it 
would be a mixed or residential devel-
opment.

“But the plans are exciting and 
hopefully they will be approved.

“The land is currently vacant and 
doesn’t look very nice as it’s fenced off 
so I think it could do with being de-
veloped.”

It was originally intended that the 
100-space car park would have been 
sold by last May, but after an offer fell 
through it was put back on the market 
until June.

Speaking about the previous plans, 
Councillor Allen continued: “We were 
moments away from something being 
accepted with the health centre and 

everything was in place so it was re-
ally sad at the time. But this is a prime 
site.”

In recent years, retailers on the high 
street said their businesses had strug-
gled since the car park was shut – with 
some saying trade had dropped by as 
much as 30 per cent.

An employee from a nearby flower 
shop said: “I would definitely back 
something like this.

“As a shop owner those houses will 
bring passing trade so of course it 
would be welcome.

“It has stood in a bit of a mess for 
some years now too.”

A neighbouring footbridge to the 
site, which leads to the Asda super-
store, Poundland and McDonalds, is 
protected for 99 years under a repair-
ing and insuring lease put in place in 
1997. 

A car park, under cover, was built 
further up the high street for market 
traders and visitors to use after its 
closure. A decision on whether apart-
ments will be put on the site will made 
in the coming weeks.

An artist’s impression of the proposed development at Great Bridge
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Creative Hub for Older People Calendar of Events
Every Thursday afternoon from 1pm-3.00pm
Vintage cafe & Digital drop-in
Use our touch screen tablets or get help with your own equipment.
Information & Benefits Advice from Age UK Advisor Gary Overton.

Thursday 23rd February 1pm – 3pm
Healthwatch Sandwell – information and advice on health care in Sandwell.

All activities and refreshments FREE!
Wesley Community Centre, High Street, West Bromwich, B70 8ND
(by Lloyds Bank) B70 8ND  Access is at the rear of the building.

Phone Age UK Sandwell on  0121 314 4526
Registered charity number 1080517    IDBBOS051 03/12

Free Activities
February 2017

Cremation £1,595

What’s included:

✔ Your loved one being taken into the care of our partner, 
Trinity Funerals.

✔ Your loved one’s coffin.

✔ The funeral service will be held at either
Sandwell Valley Crematorium, or Rowley Regis 
Crematorium, family to choose.

✔ Cremation and Doctor’s fee paid.

✔ A Minister to conduct the funeral service.

✔ Music choices of which any can be selected for entry and 
exit and during the service, via Wesley Media.

www.sandwell.gov.uk/lowcostfunerals

Elite uPVC Repairs At last! A company you can Trust and Rely on

We can repair/replace the following:-
• Window/Door/Patio Handles
• Window/Door Hinges
• Window/Door/Patio Locks
• Patio Wheels & Tracks

• Rubber Seals & Gaskets
• Letterboxes
• Rubber Seals
• Silicone

Broken or Misted Double Glazing Units Replaced uPVC Door Lock Specialists | We also fit Energy Rated Window and Doors

For your FREE quote please call 01922 648732 or 07412 766665 | www.Elite-Property-Services.co.uk
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7 Welcome for action 
on taxi missile teens
THE chairman of a Black 
Country taxi association has 
welcomed the conviction 
of four teenagers who frac-
tured a pensioner’s skull af-
ter throwing a stone at a taxi.

But Shaz Saleem from Dudley 
Private Hire and Taxi Association 
said he was disappointed that the 
male youths had avoided deten-
tion.

They had been throwing rocks at 
passing cabs near the busy Bristol 
Road in Birmingham on May 25 last 
year. The youths targeted a Hackney 
carriage carrying an elderly couple 
along Bellevue Avenue, Edgbaston.

The missile had shattered a window, 
hitting the 77-year-old woman and 
showering her husband fellow passen-
ger in shards of glass. The pensioner 
was left bleeding and ‘screaming’ in 
shock and pain. 

Reckless
At an earlier youth court hearing, 

a 17-year-old admitted wounding and 
was convicted of conspiracy to commit 
damage to other cabs. Five other taxis 
had been hit that same night, causing 
at least £1,600 in damage and one of 
which was also carrying a passenger.

Two 16-year-olds and another youth, 
15, were also convicted of wounding 
and conspiracy to damage taxis.

Sentencing the four at Birmingham 
Youth Court on Friday, a judge told 
them it had been ‘incredibly fortunate’ 
nobody had been killed in their ‘reck-
less’ enterprise. The judge handed 
each youth a one-year youth rehabil-
itation order with curfews between 
three and six months. Each teenager 
was also ordered to pay £50 compen-
sation to the injured woman.

Mr Saleem said he hoped their con-
viction would be at least be a deterrent 
to others. “Although the association is 
pleased with the convictions we are 
disappointed with the punishment as 
we feel it does not reflect the crime nor 
the mental or physical injuries.”

CCTV of the brick’s impact and damage after it smashed a taxi window

A LANGUAGE school for children run 
in Stourbridge and Halesowen has re-
ceived praise from Dragons’ Den star 
Deborah Meaden, despite not securing 
investment on the hit show.

Lingotot teaches hundreds of pre-
school and primary school children 
modern foreign languages, includ-
ing at Tiger Lily Day nurseries in 
Stourbridge and Halesowen. Lingotot 
founder Angela Sterling entered the 
Den on the programme broadcast on 
Sunday February 4, with a handful 
of Lingotot students, who showed off 
their language skills with a song. 

Angela was asking for £50,000 to 
expand services in return for 10 per 
cent of the business. The family holi-

day tycoon was the final ‘dragon’ left 
considering investment, but in the end 
she decided against it because of con-
cerns that she could not give Lingotot 
the time it needed.

However on Twitter, Meaden re-
sponded to a post from Lingotot ex-
pressing their thanks. She replied: “I 
love your enthusiasm and passion for 
what you do...really hope it all comes 
through for you.”

Up and down the country Lingotot 
teaches 10,000 children each week to 
speak a range of modern foreign lan-
guages including French, Spanish, 
German, Arabic and Mandarin.

Email maria@lingotot.com for fur-
ther information about the classes. 

Dragon Deborah’s praise



LINARA LEATHER 3 SEATER SOFA
Normal £1049 | SAVE £300

REST ASSURED MEMORY 800
DOUBLE 2 DRAWER DIVAN SET
Normal £649 | SAVE £150£749 £499

a true family business

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27.
0% APR Representative. Total amount payable £324 Subject to status. Written details on request. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in
this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 05.03.17. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise.

WINTER

SALE
On Now

The Winter Sale is on now and all weekend at Cousins.

There’s huge reductions throughout all departments, sofas,
dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, homewares

and much more.

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk
• Free parking
• Instore restaurant
• Large stocks
• Immediate delivery

Birmingham
Warwick Road,

Tyseley. B11 2EW.
T: 0121 765 3300

Dudley
Hall Street
DY2 8NW.

T: 01384 451500

Manchester
A57, Regent Rd,
Salford. M5 4EA.
T: 0161 875 4070

Our price promise
to you, we won’t be
beaten on price! *PROMISE

PRICE

YEARS

CELEBRATING31

At we’ve got a really
big store full of little wonders...

Open 7 days a week
Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm

E T

UP TO

H A L F
PRICE
SAVINGS

Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year.
No deposit. Then take interest free credit.

and all this weekend

SIERRA RECLAIMED WOOD DINING TABLE
Normal £899

£799 SAVE

£100

HEALY CHAISE SOFA (INCLUDES CUSHIONS)
Normal £699 | SAVE £200 £499
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ALL FOOD
1/2 PRICE

To celebrate our 60th
birthday, all food will
be half price on

MONDAY 20TH
FEBRUARY

11:30am - 10pm

Continuing to serve the people
of the Black Country

40 Great Bridge,
Tipton DY4 7EW

Ex-midwife
Vicki’s smile
is reborn

MEETING Vicki Ball is all about her smiles
– lots of them. She’s generous with her com-
pliments, can’t wait for her next holiday ad-
venture and has the most infectious of
laughs

Her company is light and she’s gushing with the
praise about her new look.

A retired community midwife who was based at
the former Wordsley Hospital, the bubbly 60-
something-year-old is quick to affirm: “I love my
new teeth and they look natural, don’t they?” 

Adding: “You can’t tell they’re not my own,”
Vicki admits her smile has not always been her
favourite attribute. I’ve always had trouble with

my teeth; even as a
young girl they crum-
bled and my gums used
to bleed. Even though I
was diligent about look-
ing after them, they still
let me down,” she adds.

Two years ago, Vicki
finally lost her remain-
ing teeth. “For 18
months I put up with ill-
fitting and badly made
dentures. My gums were
always sore and I’d

Our dental implants
lPerfect solution for
dentures that move

lBest replacement
for lost native teeth

lFew unsuitable for
this kind of treatment

lThe best option for
multiple failing teeth

FOR some it’s the final chance of a solution, desperate for help as too many failing
teeth have eroded confidence and any quality of life. Others have come at their wits’
end with unstable dentures and still more as referrals from other practitioners. How
ever they arrive at North Street Dental and Implant Clinic, central to many of their so-
lutions is  dental implant surgeon Dr Owain Rees BDS DGDP (UK) Dip Imp Dent (UCL).

Call us today on

01384 254067
North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DTwww.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk www.denture-clinic.co.uk

North Street
Dental and
Implant Clinic
An Independent Practice

Wheelchair
Friendly

P
Offroad
Parking

Level
Access

Find us on
FACEBOOK

Call us today on

0800 0285185PP

ing process. In a recent edition of the British Dental
Nurses’ Jounal it highlights the stages of bereave-
ment.

We all know that tooth loss can impact on our
choices of food, but there are less visible issues that
can arise surrounding compromised social interac-
tion. Simply, losing teeth and having teeth that are
failing can stop us living life spontaneously.

Although recent figures suggest oral health is im-
proving, millions of UK adults suffer with tooth
loss. It can be embarrassing, painful and erode self-

esteem. Practice Principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT
RCS(Eng) says: “We see almost on a weekly basis
in our clinics that failing teeth – both natural and
dentures – can have a hugely corrosive effect on
lifestyles.”

Excellent results
Solutions without using dental implants have been

around for a long time. Dentures and bridges still
offer excellent options.

Adds Steven: “If the patient is suitable, and few are

not, dental implants whether for single or multiple
teeth repacement, or to replace a complete arch of
teeth, can offer long-term solutions with generally
very predictable clinical outcomes.”

For those with prosthetic stabilisation issues, im-
plant-retained prescriptions offer excellent results.

“Our implant retained dentures have a bite compa-
rable to natural teeth, look stunning, appear as nat-
ural teeth and deliver the patient a dental therapy
where we can categorically guarantee an end to den-
ture stabilisation issues,” adds Steven.

grown tired of living my life around my teeth.
Vicki saw an article in her local newspaper about
Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) and his
work at the Denture Clinic and booked in.

Vicki’s treatment included two implants to sta-
bilise a lower over-denture and the prescribing of
high quality traditional upper dentures.

“From start to finish it took 14 weeks, but it was
worth the wait. When I first saw my teeth in the
mirror, I thought they looked just like real teeth
and . . . they feel like my own teeth.”

JENNY (not her real name)
was afraid to laugh in public
and tried to mask the prob-
lems with her false teeth by
using copious amounts of fix-
ative.
“In the end it was ridiculous,

I was fighting a losing battle,”
she says.
After seeing Steven

Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng),
she was prescribed the non-
invasive Ultra Suction den-
tures more than five years
ago.

Extolling their virtues, Jenny
adds: “I am perfectly happy
with the result and I now
never have to think about my
teeth.”
How do they work? A small

diaphragm seals off a one-
way valve under bite pres-
sure, creating a ‘sucking’
vacuum between the denture
and gums. 
The result is a better fit to

the soft tissues and improved
resistance to any dislodging
forces.

The suction solution

IT’S hard to imagine after losing natural
teeth, things could ever be quite the same
again. Even the loss of a single tooth is

now recognised as a serious life event.
And for most, with the loss of native teeth comes

an emotional hurdle – now recognised as a mourn-

All denture prescriptions at the clinic are hand-
crafted on site in the laboratory using only premium
quality materials and state-of-the art production
methods.
With more than 25 years’ experience placing im-

plants, Owain was in the vanguard of UK implant
therapy while working as a house officer in oral sur-
gery at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital.
Adds Steven: “We’re incredibly fortunate to have

someone of Owain’s professional stature working
with us. 
“He’s innovative, accessible, everything you’d ex-

pect of a dentist with such advanced surgical skills
. . . and a genuinely nice guy to meet.”
Complex surgical cases, general dentistry and not

least, the patients who require full mouth restora-
tions, fall under his clinical remit.

Vicki Ball

Rotary sleighed by charity efforts

WEDNESBURY Rotary Club held a presentation evening 
to award local organisations for their help with the Rotary 
Santa Appeal.

Organisations involved were Wednesbury young fire-
fighters, Wednesbury Rugby Club, 2nd Wednesbury Boys 
Brigade, Wodensborough Ormeston Academy, Stuart Ba-

thurst RC school, TS Legion and Walsall Saddlers Rotary 
Club.

Wednesbury Rotary Club take their Santa Sleigh around 
the borough in the 17 days leading up to Christmas, the 
Rotary do this annually. The money raised – £9,600 – will 
be used to help local, national and international charities. 

Estate work under way
WORK to build a new hous-
ing estate which will cause 
traffic chaos is under way.

Temporary traffic lights were 
put in place on Doulton Road at 
the start of the year, while work 
on the new Regis Park develop-
ment in Rowley Regis takes place.

The roadworks are to allow for gas, 
water and electricity to be connected 
to the new homes.

Motorists have been told to avoid 
the route while the work takes place.

Sandwell Council’s roads boss Coun-
cillor David Hosell, said: “The work 
that is taking place is essential but is 
something that is unavoidable.

“We really need new homes built in 
Sandwell but with that comes the job 
of connecting these sites up to utilities.

“Any work that we carry out has 
to be carried out and we always make 
sure that it’s done in the shortest pos-

sible time. The work and traffic flow 
is monitored at all times and if there’s 
something we can do to reduce the 
problems then we will do it.”

Developers Kier Homes, Country-
side and Smart Build Solutions are 
building the homes, which are part of 
a scheme to bring more housing into 
the historic parish of Rowley Regis. 
A spokesperson for Countryside said: 
“We’re committed to ensuring that 
any disruption to traffic is minimal.”

Representatives from various organisations at a presentation evening following the Santa appeal
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Tobookan in-storerepairsappointmentvisit:
currys.co.uk/fixit
andselectaone-hourslot thatsuitsyou–we’ll takecareof therest.

orvisit
CurrysPCWorld,Birmingham.
Unit4GallagherShoppingPark,AxletreeWay,Wednesbury,WS109QY.

We’ll fix itwithin48hours.
Ifwedon’tfix it, youdon’tpay.

Guaranteedrepairsbyour fullyqualifiedengineers.

Frommobilephonestocomputers,
our localexpertscanfix it fast.

All repairs subject topartsandavailability.DSG Retail Ltd., 1PortalWay,Acton,London,W36RS.Registered inEngland.No.504877.

Guarant
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CLASSIFIEDS
WORK!

YourVets24Smethwick is anewkindof vet

clinic, passionateaboutprovidingaffordable

veterinary care for all.Weoffer thehighest

standardsof vet care at fantastic lowprices–

24hours aday!

•Open 8am–7pmweekdays

•Open Saturdays and Sundays

• 24hr emergency clinic

• Car parking and easy access

0121 516 1999
www.yourvets.co.uk
YourVets24 Smethwick, Londonderry Ln,
Queen’s Head B67 7EW

THE AFFORDABLE VETS WHO LOVE YOUR PETS

Open day
Sunday12th Feb12-4pm
Weare throwing a big party and
wewould love you to come along!

•Tea&cake stall

• Facepainting&kids games

•Behind the scenes tour

•Prizes to bewon

See you there!

1

first consultation
at YV24 Smethwick
with this voucher*

vaccinations
at YV24 Smethwick
with this voucher*£15 £15

*T’s & C’s apply. Offer available for new clients only. Call clinic first to book *T’s & C’s apply. Offer available for new clients only. Call clinic first to book

Attention
all pet owners is now

open

YourVets24

Smethwick

Don’t ignore the
warning signs.
If you’ve been suffering from tummy troubles such as
diarrhoea, bloating, discomfort or anything else that
just doesn’t feel right for three weeks or more,
it could be a sign of cancer.

It’s probably nothing serious, but finding
cancer early makes it more treatable,
so tell your doctor.

Get set for marathon in 20th year

WOLVERHAMPTON Marathon has
been officially launched as organisers
prepare for the 20th anniversary of
the event.
The launch saw organisers from

Carvers Builders Merchants and the
marathon committee, as well as spon-
sors and supported charities attend
the Mayor’s Parlour, where councillor
Barry Findlay delivered a special ad-
dress. It was announced that the 2017
marathon and associated events will
take place on September 3 this year.
Councillor Findlay said: “We had

the great pleasure of being at last
year’s event where it was truly fantas-

tic to see so many people participating.
“It was a real fun day – everybody

there you could see was enjoying
themselves.”
The sponsored charities include

Compton Hospice, who have been in-
volved since 2013, Samaritans Wol-
verhampton and Sunnyside Kennels
as well as the Mayor’s charity fund.
This year’s race includes a full

marathon, half marathon, 10k run
sponsored by Banks’s and two cycling
events – a 20k and 10k sponsored by
Cousins furniture. There is also a
mini-marathon for children to get in-
volved and a walk in the West Park

venue. Mary Harding, race director,
said: “It’s really a legacy that Mr Roy
Carver left to us and he wanted to
continue this event and raise a lot of
money for charities, local charities,
and this is what we do.”
The launch was attended by for-

mer cycling champion Hugh Porter.
He said: “It is my dream to see 1,000
cyclists set off on this year’s course.
The event has gone from strength to
strength and consistently raises be-
tween £15,000 and £20,000.”
For more information on the mar-

athon, visit: http://www.wolverhamp-
tonmarathonevents.co.uk/

On the left, Hugh Porter and Henry Carver, with right, Mary Harding and mayor Barry Findley with sponsors and charities
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“We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote”

SHOWROOM OPEN:
Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm
Sat - 10.00am - 1.00pm

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm

FENSA
Registered 30179

9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA
Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104

£550
...Including
fitting!

in WHITE

From Only

A1L

£490
in WHITE

From Only

HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd.
QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE

£2999
...Including

fitting AND VAT!

From Only

6 FLAT
WINDOWS
& 2 DOORS

TRADE
ENQUIRES
WELCOME

HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd.
QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE

10Year
10

Year
All work carries a full

insurance backed

W d

It HAS to be HASBURY

• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter
• It’s the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows!

.
E

• Your local well established business offering
top quality products and service
• No payment until completion
• Call us now for a great deal on your
new windows and doors
• Visit our showroom
• Deal direct with the owner

FANTASTIC

FEBRUARY

OFFERS
...Including
fitting!

INLITEN
BACK DOOR

INLITEN
FRONT DOORW

Full WindowWizard Services
Available

Call for
further details
0121 421 7001

• Misted Units
Replaced

• Broken Hinges
• Door

Adjustment
• New Locks

Installed

Kitchen Looking Tired?

Made to Size Doors New Worktops New Handles New Look!

0800 088 7044

NEW
BROCHURE

2017
For

Over 40 Styles & Colours

DON’T throw out
costly cabinets
when you can
re-use them!

We Can
Replace

the
Doors

Showrooms: Visit your
local showroom or
request a FREE
home Cab Check!

01384 293654
We Welcome

Replace your Kitchen Unit Doors and
Save £££’s with the Midlands No.1

PLUS

Free
Handles

Winter

Sale
Free Worktops

MEGA

PLUS

Free
Hinges

New

PLUS

10%
off Doors

Extra

*Buy 5 or more Doors
to qualify. Full details

available online.

Opening Times
Monday to Friday
10am - 5.30pm

Saturday 10 - 4pm
Closed Sunday

Get Your
Brochure

idoorsandmore.co.uk.

Doors & More - Doors House Wordsley Green Stourbridge DY8 5PD (Next to Sainsburys)
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£5k reward offered for
information on attack
A CHARITY has offered a re-
ward of up to £5,000 for in-
formation on the attempted 
murder of a man in Birming-
ham.

Jason Webb, aged 30, was re-
peatedly kicked in the head and 
left for dead in the street in a vi-
olent attack on Kernthorpe Road, 
Kings Heath, in the early hours of 
New Year’s Day in 2015.

After initially being in a coma, he 
has remained seriously ill with se-
vere neurological problems, requiring 
around the clock care. 

Over the last two years he has 
shown only limited signs of recovery, 
losing his ability to remember the in-
cident and even some members of his 
own family.

Crimestoppers has now offered a re-
ward of up to £5,000 for information 
that leads to the arrest and conviction 
of the person or people responsible.

Deserve
Pauline Hadley, regional man-

ager for West Midlands, said: “This 
poor young man has been left with 
life-changing injuries and a devastated 
family who are still none the wiser as 
to what happened. 

“They deserve to get answers and to 
see justice done.

“Someone, somewhere knows what 
happened to Jason Webb and Crime-
stoppers is here – as an independent 
charity – to offer a way for people to 
tell us what happened and who is re-
sponsible without having to reveal 
your own personal details.

“Contact us in complete anonymity 
and you won’t have to appear in court 
as we just want to know what you 
know, not who you are.”

Back in December, relatives of Mr 
Webb, of Kings Heath, appealed di-
rectly to the person responsible to 

come forward so they can move on 
with their lives. 

His auntie, Jackie, said: “As a 
mother, I struggle to understand how 
the mother of the people responsible 
can live their life knowing what they 
have done to Jason and not feel any 
sense of shame or guilt. I would beg 
them to do the right thing so we can 
find some justice and peace for Jason.

“Jason is a fun-loving uncle who is 
adored by his niece and nephew and 
they still find it difficult to understand 
that their uncle will never be able to 
play with them again.

“We want Jason to keep some of his 
dignity so we don’t want to go into de-
tail how his life is now, but we will say 

this: his life will never be the same. 
Potentially he will struggle to walk 
again and have difficulty in communi-
cating and he is partially blind in one 
eye and his hearing is impaired. 

“This is extremely upsetting for 
Jason and for all his family and 
friends.”

Anyone with information should 
call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111 or using the anonymous 
online form at www.crimestoppers-uk.
org

The reward is valid for three months 
and will only qualify if information is 
passed on to Crimestoppers – informa-
tion passed directly to police will not 
qualify.

Jason Webb, aged 30, who was 
repeatedly kicked in the head

Left for dead – Jason after the 
attack on New Year’s Day in 2015



You’ll ‘clap hands, stamp your feet and bang on
the big bass drum’ with sheer joy at this exhilarating

show that’s been thrilling audiences night after night in
London’s West End.

Overnight stay at a 4 star
hotel within 20 miles of
central London with full English breakfast

 Grand Circle ticket (face value £25) to see Half a Sixpence
at the Noël Coward Theatre on Saturday evening
(ticket upgrades available at a supplement)

 Free time in London

Overnight stay at a 4 star
central London hotel with
full English breakfast

 Grand Circle ticket (face value £25) to see Half a Sixpence
at the Noël Coward Theatre on Saturday evening (ticket
upgrades available at a supplement)

 Free time in London

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability.

PRICE INCLUDES

2 DAYS ONLY

£129.95pp

by coach

Single room supplement £50pp. Subject to availability.

Saturday departures,
April-September 2017

PRICE INCLUDES

2 DAYS FROM

£149.95pp

by rail

p your feet and bang on

OPENING TIMES:
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00

SAT 8.30-16.00
SUN 10.00-16.00

For more information or to book, please call:

Omegain association with

Organised by Omega Holidays plc,
ABTA V4782.

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols

London Theatre Saver

HALF A
SIXPENCE

SHOWOF
THEWEEK

OFFER
MUST BE BOOKED BY
28 FEBRUARY 2017

Your Chronicle

01902 902165

Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock,
Dudley, Walsall, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton

QUOTE CODE: JVJ632

VIEW ONLINE AT
www.omega-holidays.com/JVJ632

QUOTE CODE: PJA619

VIEW ONLINE AT
www.omega-holidays.com/PJA619

Return standard class rail travel to London
from Wolverhampton, Birmingham & Stafford

Saturday departures,
1 April, 24 June
& 15 July 2017

WE ARE TARGETING
YOU TO VOLUNTEER!

Just a few hours each week
can enhance your life by

helping others

CALL US NOW ON

0121 544 8326

Municipal Building, Freeth Street, Oldbury B69 2AB
www.volunteercentresandwell.org.uk

DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE

Find us on

ubhi’s
K I T C H E N S  &  F U R N I T U R E

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk   email:ubhis@outlook.com
Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG.Tel: 0121 557 7222

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk   email:ubhis@outlook.com

Over 
37 years 

experience

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk   email:ubhis@outlook.com

Est Since
1978

MASSIVE
KITCHEN SALE
NOW ON
UP TO 60% OFF
CERTAIN
RANGES

686 Wolverhampton Road, Oldbury, Warley,
West Midlands Sat Nav Use B68 8DB

0121-552-1210
www.bowkettsofoldbury.co.uk
sales@bowkettsofoldbury.co.uk

Your local family Butchers. Quality Fresh Meat, Award
Winning sausages, AwardWinning Pies, Pasties, Baguettes,

Buffets and cold drinks

BOWKETTS
of Oldbury
ESTABLISHED 1938

NATIONAL AWARDWINNERS

Come along and
try our hot food counter, ready
cooked food served every day,

fantastic selection.

BBQ PACKS
NOW IN STOCK
Official stockists of
Snowdonia Cheese

Open 7 Days
Monday 8am - 2.30pm • Tues to Sat 8am -5.00pm

Sunday 8am - 2.30pm

Top film
all set to
land at
the rep

M5        works
‘vital’   says
highways
manager

THE cinema at Oldbury 
Rep community theatre is 
launching its spring and 
summer season.

Sully, starring Tom 
Hanks and directed by 
Clint Eastwood, will be 
shown on February 24 at 
7.30pm. The film tells the 
story of Chesley Sullen-
berger who carried out the 
‘miracle on the Hudson’ in 
January of 2009. 

The airline pilot became 
a national hero after safely 
making an emergency 
landing of an Airbus on the 
Hudson River, after the 
plane was hit by a flock of 
geese. 

All 155 passengers on 
board survived the ma-
noeuvre. And Sullenberger 
has since become an expert 
on aviation safety.

Next up will be the film 
of A Street Cat Named Bob 
which will be shown on 
March 24. Other films that 
will be shown at the cinema 
include A United Kingdom, 
A Monster Calls, Lion and 
La La Land.

Tickets cost £4 and can 
be bought over the phone 
or at the box office.  Call 
0121 552 2761.

All films are shown on a 
16ft screen with high qual-
ity digital projection in the 
rep’s 170 seat auditorium.

Tickets can be obtained 
by phone or in person from 
the box office on Mondays 
from 7.30pm, and every 
night of the stage produc-
tion from 7pm and on the 
door on the night of the 
screening from 7pm.

Stroke victim Harsha steps 
up for walking challenge
A WOMAN who suffered two mini-strokes 
and was told by doctors that she would be 
bedridden for the rest of her life has defied 
the odds to start walking again, thanks, in 
part, to an Oldbury leisure centre.

Harsha Patel, aged 53, of Wednesbury, suffered 
her first stroke in January 2014. It affected the left-

Stroke survivor Harsha Patel is walking again thanks to her determination and help from instructor Scott Parish

hand side of her body.
It was followed by a more 

severe stroke just weeks 
later which completely im-
mobilised her right side.

But since July 2015, she 
has been undertaking reg-
ular recovery sessions at 
Sandwell Leisure Trust’s 
Portway Lifestyle Centre, 
Oldbury, to help improve 
her balance, strength and 
stability.

She now walks freely with 
the aid of a stick and has re-
gained a lot of the sensation 
and feeling down her right 
side. Her speech patterns 
have greatly improved and 
much of her former confi-
dence and positivity is back. 
Mrs Patel was hospitalised 
for more than three months 
after the second stroke, but 
paid tribute to her husband 
Dinesh for supporting her. 

“I have never felt so alone 
and helpless, but my hus-
band Dinesh is my rock and 
he increasingly became my 
full-time carer and men-
tor,” she said. “We just 
didn’t know what to do next, 

but then someone at Moor 
Green Hospital mentioned 
Portway, which is a disabil-
ity centre of excellence.

“I quickly felt at home 
there and started working 
with instructor Scott Parish 
doing targeted exercises and 
we hit it off straight away, 
as he’s very helpful and at-
tentive and knows his stuff.

“I was really pleased with 
my progress and it proved 
better than all the previ-
ous treatments, but to start 
walking again we needed 
access to the hydrotherapy 
pool. 

“So imagine our delight 
when in September 2015 we 
were able to get a doctor’s 
letter of recommendation 
for more ongoing hydrother-
apy treatment. The pool got 
me properly moving again 
and coupled with the work 
I’ve done with Scott I’ve 
recently started walking in 
a more dynamic way, more 

A HIGHWAYS chief says 
that an 18-month scheme 
of works on the Oldbury 
viaduct for the M5 is ‘vital’ 
after fears of gridlock mis-
ery, as a result.

Calls are being made for 
the M6 Toll to be made free 
to drivers during the major 
roadworks scheme starting 
in April, which will see the 
speed limit cut to 30mph 
on part of the M5.

But Highways England 
project manager Alastair 
Warnes said: “We have 
been working closely with 
key stakeholders, includ-
ing local authorities and 
businesses, on this scheme. 

“The work to repair the 
M5 Oldbury viaduct is vital 
and cannot be put off.

“We appreciate a busy 
stretch will be affected but 
we do everything possible 
to plan and manage our 
roadworks to keep traffic 
moving, minimise disrup-
tion and maximise safety. 
That includes ensuring 
that the slip roads between 
Junctions 1 and 2 will re-
main open for local traffic.”

Sandwell Council leader 
Steve Eling is calling for 
urgent action to ensure 
delays during the 18-
month scheme on the M5, 
between West Bromwich 
and Oldbury, are kept to a 
minimum.

Councillor Eling said: 
“Our concern is that the 
impact on the local net-
work does not kill West 
Bromwich and Oldbury 
with 18 months of gridlock 
misery for local people.”

FOCUS ON OLDBURY

By Clare Butler 

16

S
a

n
d

w
e

ll
 C

h
ro

n
ic

le
  

Th
ur

sd
ay

, F
eb

ru
ar

y 
16

, 2
01

7



Star Feast Foods has arrived
in the Black Country and
Birmingham and is now
offering the public and local
restaurants the chance to
get high quality, sustainably
produced, great tasting
seafood delivered to their door.

KKIINNGG PPRRAAWWNNSS,, SSAALLMMOONN,, CCOODD,,
MMUUSSSSEELLSS,, SSQQUUIIDD,, TTIILLAAPPIIAA,,

PPAANNGGAASSIIUUSS,, FFRREESSHHWWAATTEERR WWHHOOLLEE
FFIISSHH,, HHIILLSSAA,, RROOHHUU,, MMRRIIGGAALL,, BBOOAALL

&& KKAATTLLAA

HOME DELIVERY
NOW AVAILABLE

PPuubblliicc && ttrraaddee ccoouunntteerr
NNOOWW OOPPEENN aatt

FFaalllliinnggss PPaarrkk IInndduussttrriiaall EEssttaattee,,
PPaarrkk LLaannee,,

WWoollvveerrhhaammppttoonn
WWVV1100 99QQAA

MMiinniimmuumm oorrddeerr ffrroomm 11KKGG

WWiiddee sseelleeccttiioonn ooff pprroodduuccttss aavvaaiillaabbllee

NNeeww ppoouullttrryy rraannggee aaddddeedd,,
iinncclluuddiinngg CChhiicckkeenn && DDuucckk

OOrrddeerr oonnlliinnee oorr ccaallll ffoorr nneexxtt ddaayy
ddeelliivveerryy

,

Email: info@staragromarine.co.uk Twitter: @staragro_uk

www.staragromarine.co.uk
Tel:01902 722963

Send us a photo of our Tuk Tuk on its deliveries
and receive a £10 voucher for your first order!

Only redeemable on orders over £20

Seafood direct from

the producer to your door

Fresh seafood to your door

Patrick Downham, left, and Steve Money of Star Feast Foods Star Feast offers a range of seafood, poultry and dried goodsMore than £250,000 has been invested in building Star Feast

One of the UK’s leading seafood
suppliers has launched a new busi-
ness to target restaurants and the
general public.
Star Agro Marine Foods, which pro-

vides more than £9m of sustainable
shrimp and related products to super-
markets across the country, has invested
over £250,000 into rolling-out Star Feast
in the Midlands.
The new company will immediately create

five jobs and will be responsible for the whole-
sale, restaurant, trade counter and home deliv-
ery aspect of the original business, with boss-
es predicting first year sales could top £3m.
A new Tuk Tuk – sourced all the way from

Pune in India – has arrived in the Black Coun-
try and will be used to market the new offer,
which will include a large range of seafood,
poultry and dried goods.
“We have had a fantastic year with the major

retailers, with more than £5m of new orders se-
cured over the last twelve months,” explained
Steve Money, Managing Director.
“However, we don’t like to stand still and

there’s only so much Star Agro shrimp we can
supply. We need an alternative approach on
the wholesale and home delivery front, which
is why we’ve branched out with the launch of
Star Feast.”
He continued: “This will focus on growing

the trade counter, supplying into more restau-
rants and marketing our home delivery to the
general public. The latter means people can

have fresh seafood and poultry products direct
to their door, simply by picking up the phone
or placing the order via social media.
“Better still, on certain occasions your deliv-

ery will be completed using our authentic Tuk
Tuk, which is causing a major stir among fellow
motorists in the Black Country.”
Wolverhampton-based Star Feast will origi-

nally focus on the West Midlands and in devel-
oping its full range of products ahead of exhib-
iting at a number of trade shows later this year.
It is also exploring opportunities to broaden

its reach in the South West and London, with
plans in place to create a network of supply
bases over the coming months. If these deals
are completed, more than 8 people will be em-
ployed and the range could be as diverse as
75 different products.

This includes cod, king prawns, mussels,
pangasius, salmon, squid and tilapia – we’ve
even got fresh water whole fish available. (Pull
out quote)
Steve concluded: “The new business is all

about understanding what our different cus-
tomer bases want and a dedicated wholesale
offer – with more choice – was at the top of
their list.
“We’ve got lots of exciting plans to secure

market share, including the Tuk Tuk marketing
campaign and the future launch of a mobile
app that will make ordering extremely easy.
Minimum orders are just 1kg so it’s a great
way to have fresh seafood delivered right to
your door.”
For further information, please visit www.

staragromarine.co.uk or contact 01902 722963

COMMERCIAL FEATURE

Star Feast’s authentic Tuk Tuk will be
travelling all over the Black Country over
the next few weeks and the company is
giving customers the chance to enjoy £10
off their first order when they spend £20
or more.
All you need to do is snap a photo of

the Tuk Tuk in action and then tweet @
staragro_uk or message its Facebook
page with the image and where you saw
it.

Spot the Tuk Tuk
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Order from the comfort of your own home

   0871 911 7011 
www.expressandstarshop.co.uk

Order Hotline 0871 911 7011*
8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

Order online at
expressandstarshop.co.uk

Quote 
70250

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box  if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box  if you do not want to hear from Midland News
Association Ltd.”

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) __________   Initial ______________   Surname  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________   Postcode _______________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________   Tel. (for queries only) ___________________________________________

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £ _____________________    Or please debit my card £ _____________________  Mastercard  Visa   Maestro Issue No ____________

My card number is:
Start
date:

Expiry
date:

Security 
Number:

PLEASE SEND ME CODE(S) SIZES QTY PRICE TOTAL

POSTAGE £2.95 / £3.95 / £4.95

TOTAL

RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (70250), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices off ered on our website www.cjoff ers. co.uk and in our retail store between 07th November 2016 and 07th February 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days.
These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this off er. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY.

Compression Socks
Twin Pack

Aluminium
Wallets

Only £39.99 plus £4.95 P&P Only £89.99 plus £4.95 P&P
Choose one case and get a second
case any size or colour for free!

These robust, light Nylon holdalls 
and cabin cases combine twin
trolley wheels and a retractable 
telescopic handle. The holdalls are
large enough for a two-week trip,
the main compartment has a large
U-shape zip opening plus  two 
additional zipped pockets. The rigid
base and protective 
bars provide stability and protect
your belongings. 

Holdall measures W71 x D36 x 
H35cm with a 90-litre capacity and
weighs 2.6kg. The cabin cases have 
two front zip compartments, a large
zipped main compartment and four
adjustable retaining straps.

Cabin case measures H52 x W32
x D25cm it has an 45-litre capacity 
and weighs 2.16kg.

Check with your chosen airline for
carry-on baggage size and weight
restrictions before flying.

Suitcases & Holdalls Portable DVD PlayerBUY ONE
GET ONE

FREE

SAVE
£15

WAS £30

Cabin case

Two wheel holdall

Cabin Cases Two Wheel Holdall

D7328 Black D7290 Black

D9268 Charcoal D2980 Racing green

D7330 Racing green D2976 Lilac

D7333 Red D2975 Turquoise

D7332 Royal blue D4542 Red

D7301 Turquoise D2979 Royal blue

Soft foot padding
To ensure all round foot
protection Knee height

Globallite

D5670 
Silver

D5859
Red

D6335 
Red Dot

D6309 
Flower

D5849 
Black

D6334 
Blue

Black

Racing
Green

Charcoal

Royal
Blue

Red

Lilac

Turquoise

Reducing the risk of deep vein thrombosis, these
compression socks are a must for long journeys, during 
exercise, sitting for long periods, or for those at risk 
due to other conditions. Designed to apply pressure to 
the lower leg, they help to maintain blood fl ow whilst
reducing discomfort and swelling. They are suitable
for diabetes sufferers, and also offer improved muscle
oxygenation, reduced lower limb fatigue and reduced
muscle oscillation.

Available in black and supplied as a
pack of two.

Material: 50% wool, 30% acrylic, 
12% nylon, 8% elastane.

Compression 13-15 MMHG. 
Sizes: Medium (shoe size 6.5-7.5), 
Large (shoe size 8-10.5),
XLarge (shoe size 11-13).

C340 Compression Socks

Card charging technology means your card details
can be acquired by mobile RFID scanners even 
when you think your cards are safely tucked away. 

These stylish wallets slip easily into the pocket and
protect your cards from scanning equipment,
bending and scratching.

Weighs just 70 grams and holds up to 12 cards and
notes. Size 11 x 7.5 x 1.7 cms.

Buy any two for just £14.99

Only £15 plus £2.95 P&P Only £9.99 plus £3.95 P&P

Perfect for holidays, 
long car journeys, on 
the train, or even just
for use at home The
bright 10” screen 
can swivel up to 270° 
and tilts back for
the perfect viewing
angle. It’s compatible
with MP4, MP3, CD 
and DVD it will also 
play from USB and
SD cards. Use it as a 
DVD player with your
television at home, 
remote control
supplied. Recharge 
the Lithium-ion 
battery via the car
or mains charger 
(both included) you’ll 
get up to 4 hours of 
use on a full charge. 
Measures: W26 x L18 
x H4.5cm. Weighs:
0.95kg.

G0517 Portable 
DVD player

SAVE
£60
WAS £149.99

SAVE
£10
WAS £19.99
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Day Care for older people
Age UK Sandwell Day Centre is based in Beeches 
Road West Bromwich, and offers activities for older 
people aged 50+ including:

• Home cooked meals by our experienced cook.

• Exercise sessions and other physical activities
such as Wii bowling to maintain and 
improve mobility

• Day trips/days out

• Quizzes and other group games

• Support with mobility problems and personal
care from NVQ Qualified, trained and
experienced care workers

• Transport to and from the Day Centre each day

• Lunch club drop in sessions

• Full day care sessions are provided for old-
er people with dependent or personal care 
needs,those with very poor mobility and/or have
been assessed by Social services and offered a 
personal budget.

This service costs £26.49 per day with
a subscription charge of £7 per day for
activities,transport and meals. Lunch club drop
in sessions are also available to any older person 
who wishes to attend social activities and make
new friends.

This costs £14 per day for activities and meals
plus £2 for transport if required.
Taster sessions are available so call now on 0121
525 2499 to arrange your place.

Volunteering with Age UK Day Care
We are always looking for people
who can help us at our Day Centre, making cups
of tea, helping out in the kitchen or running an
activity session.

Our volunteers receive FREE training in care
work, so if you would like to apply please
contact us on 0121 500 1860.

Age UK Sandwell Day Care
1a Beeches Road
West Bromwich
B70 6QE
e daycare@ageuksandwell.org.uk
t 0121 525 2499
www.ageuksandwell.org.uk

CARE
in the

Community

Lapal House, Lapal Lane South, 
Halesowen B62 0ES

0121 503 0326
Email: michelle@lapalhouse.co.uk

We currently have a standard en suite room available. 
Lapal House offers respite and holiday care

Please visit our website and view our video on 
www.lapalhouse.co.uk

For further information or a brochure telephone 
0121 503 0326

Lapal House

Grange Hill House, 516 Bromsgrove Road, 
Hunnington, Halesowen B62 0JJ

0121 550 1312
WE HAVE A SUITE AVAILABLE 

FOR TWO PEOPLE
In addition we offer ...
• Long term care 

• Holiday short term respite care

If you would like a brochure or need advice on any 
aspect of Residential or Nursing Care for example 

funding or procedures involved, please call for a free 
confidential advice on 

0121 550 1312 - hatton@carltoncaregroup.co.uk
www.grangehillhouse.co.uk

CARLTON CARE GROUP

YOUR LOCAL STAIRLIFT COMPANY

DOLPHINlifts

196 Oldbury Road, West Bromwich B70 9DP

www.dolphinmidlands.co.uk

Tel: 0800 032 2080
admin@dolphinmidlands.co.uk

Midlands Ltd

• Mobility Scooters
• Wheelchairs
• Stairlifts
• Rise Recliner Chairs
• Incontinence Products
• Daily Living Aids

• Walking Aids
• Bathing Accessories
• Back Supports
• Arthritic Supports
• Power Chairs
• Beds & Much More

SALES | HIRE | SERVICE

NOW OPEN

Visit: MobilityExtra.com Call Now: 0121 320 2047
432 Bearwood Road, Birmingham B66 4EY
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Offering very best options to 
help people live their lives
Commercial feature

Options for Life is an 
organisation which works across 
the West Midlands offering 
a range of community-based 
programmes for people with 
learning disabilities and/or 
autism. 

With an emphasis on supporting 
people to live life to the full, we look at 
learning for life, health for life, creative 
options and the great outdoors – 
all offering projects to encourage 
and promote independence and 
expression.

Oak Green Services is Options 
for Life’s social business providing 
a range of gardening, landscaping, 
property repair and maintenance 
services across the Black Country and 
Birmingham. The team is a group of 
people with learning disabilities who 
are supported to undertake the work, 
develop their skills and get real ‘on the 
job’ work experience.

WomanZone is exclusively for women 
with learning disabilities, providing 
women-only services with access to all 
of Options for Life’s community-based 
programmes and opportunities.

Making Tracks provides holistic 
support to adults with profound and 
multiple learning disabilities and 
complex health needs. In addition 
to our workshops and community-
based programmes, Making Tracks 
also provides access to speech and 
language therapy, hydrotherapy, 

physiotherapy, chiropody and 
occupational therapy.

Branching Out provides opportunities 
for older people with learning 
disabilities. Options for Life supports 
Branching Out participants to extend 
their social networks and keep 

Projects are available to encourage and promote independence and expression

healthy and active within their local 
community and enjoy full access to our 
community-based programmes.

One to One Support supports 
adults with a learning disability to live 
independently in their own home.

Options for Life can support people 
with ordinary day-to-day things 
such as managing money, going 
shopping, learning to cook and clean. 
A spokesman says: “We can also 
help you with bigger events such as 
finding a new home, finding a college 
course or job or planning a holiday 
or trip to visit family and friends. If 
you are interested in any of the above 
please call 0121 544 6611 or visit www.
optionsforlife.info.”



Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability.

Departing Friday 26 May 2017

CHELSEA

Price Includes...

OPENING TIMES:
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00

SAT 8.30-16.00
SUN 10.00-16.00

For more information or to book, please call:

2 days, by coach

only£199.95pp

Omegain association with

Flower Show and Oxford

Organised by Omega Holidays plc,
ABTA V4782.

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols

 Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star outer London/Reading
area hotel with 3-course dinner and full
English breakfast

 Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show, with
coach transfer

 Free time in Oxford

Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability.

Departing Saturday 10 June 2017

CHATSWORTH

Price Includes...

2 days, by coach

only£149.95pp

Flower Show and Harrogate

The first ever RHS Chatsworth Flower Show in 2017 is
set to showcase ‘Design Revolutionaries’ and promises
to be unlike any other flower show, so book early
because we expect demand to be heavy.

 Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast

 Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show
 Free time in Harrogate

Your Chronicle

Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley,
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton

01902 902165

View product online at
www.omega-holidays.com/DVA455

Quote Code: DVA455

View product online at
www.omega-holidays.com/FKE841

Quote Code: FKE841

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer

ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK

midlandupvc@live.co.uk OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM

SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS

FEBRUARY SALE
UPVC SALE 6 FLAT
A RATED WINDOWS

ANY SIZE

£1599.00 fitted

Midland UPVC Windows and Doors Ltd

■ Free Design service
■ 10 yr Insurance back

guarantee
■ High security locks
■ Energy saving

windows & doors
■ All built and installed

by our own fitters
■ OAP Discounts

(t&c apply)

Pictures for illustration pu

BEDFORDSPECIAL
OFFER
PVC

DOOR
from
£385
fitted

FANTASTIC
NEW UPVC

DOOR RANGE
GUARANTEED
TO BEAT ANY

GENUINE
WRITTEN QUOTE

COMPOSITE
DOOR

t&c’s apply geographical & other restrictions apply.

A

£
rposes only

t&c’s apply geo

Special
offers on

conservatories

wednesbury kitchens
Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD

Opening times:
Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm

Closed: Thursday & Sunday
Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm

Friendly advise from a family run business with 35 years experience.
We offer a full range of services from free quote and design to
installation central heating, building work, plastering and tiling

Call or visit today.
45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ

0121 505 3334
www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com

Friendly advise
from a family run
business with 35 years
experience.
We offer a full range
of services from free
quote and design to
installation central
heating, building work,
plastering and tiling

Call or visit today.
45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ

0121 505 3334
www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm

PAUL& Co.
SOLICITORS

● Custody / Contact
● Visa Application
● Affidavits/Declaration
● Name Change Deeds
● Wills
● Asylum Applications
● Immigration Appeals
● Sponsorship Declaration

We can offer
dvice in Punjabi
nd English.

We are regulated by
he Law Society of

England and Wales.

W
recently moved to the heart of West
Bromwich with the aim to provide a

quality and cost effective service to our
new and existing customers

TELEPHONE: 0121 533 1990
FAX: 0121 525 7855
MOBILE: 07958 400 102

First Floor, 15 St. Michael Street, West Bromwich B70 7AB

OPENING TIMES:
MONDAY-FRIDAY
9AM-1PM 2PM-5PM

W
ad
an

W
th
En

Bromwich B70 7AB

With over 10 years experience, Paul & Co.
tl d t th h t f W t

SPECIALISTS IN:

• IMMIGRATION
• FAMILY LAW

• WILLS & PROBATE

Wether-
spoons

BUS
DEPOT

Pr
ice

St
re

et

Crossing

Bu
s

De
po

t

Woodmans
Corner

WE
ARE
HERE

FREE
parking
spaces at
rear

SOLICITORS

ELITE LEGAL
• ROADTRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
• ACCIDENT ATWORK
• CRIMINAL INJURY
• LOST EARNINGS
• HIRE CARS/TAXIS/SAME DAY RECOVER

OUR SERVICES:

T: 0121 429 4503 M: 07527 787050
PLEASE CALL
to talk to our friendly experienced staff

£200 PAID
FOR EVERY
REFERRAL
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7 This is a shoo-in to
enchant ballet fans

The Red Shoes
Birmingham Hippodrome

THE story of The Red Shoes with its 
passion, romance and dance-obsessed 
heroine, is a perfect match for Mat-
thew Bourne, the choreographer who 
has done more than any other to en-
ergise the British dance scene over the 
past 28 years.

His modern ballets, such as the 
male-dominated Swan Lake, The 
Car Man, Edward Scissorhands and 
revamps of Sleeping Beauty and the 
Nutcracker have been genuinely pop-
ular art bringing large audiences back 
to watch dance.

His new production arrived in 
Birmingham this week after much 
acclaim in London. The praise is de-
served thanks to a ravishing show that 
captures the Technicololor glow of 
Powell and Pressburger’s classic 1948 
movie, whilst also having the rakish 
hallmarks of a New Adventures pro-
duction.

Obsession
The story was derived from a Hans 

Christian Andersen fairy tale about a 
girl whose obsession with a pair of red 
shoes sees her condemned to dance in 
them until she dies.

But like the movie that starred 
Moira Shearer and Anton Walbrook, 
it has been updated to the mid-20th 
century, when a talented and beautiful 
young English dancer is torn between 
a tormented young composer and an 
aloof Russian ballet impresario.

It uses a clever technique of placing 
a proscenium arch on stage, so it pivots 
to give us front and backstage views of 
dancers, in performance in snippets of 
famous ballets and sometimes going 
mechanically through their paces 
whilst puffing on a cigarette. 

Paule Constable’s dramatic lighting 

The lovers dance in a scene from Matthew Bourne’s The Red Shoes

gives a filmic quality whilst Lez Broth-
erston’s 1940s costumes are a fashion 
parade of retro gorgeousness.

Bourne’s routines have his compel-
ling blend of elegance and carnality.

Highlights include a starlit stroll on 
a Monte Carlo promenade that turns 
into a passionate assignation between 
our doe-eyed heroine Victoria Shaw 
and her lover Julian Craster, as por-
trayed by stunning Australian dancer 
Ashley Shaw and the powerful Chris 
Trenfield.

There are also delightful beach ball 
larks on a Cote D’Azur beach and a 
comic music hall sand dance in the 
style of lanky pharoahs of fun Wilson 

and Keppel. The ballet within the bal-
let, The Red Shoes, which closes the 
first act, is powerfully presented in an-
gular monochrome 1920s expression-
ist style. It also gives the audience the 
odd sensation of both being an actual 
audience and playing an audience in 
the dance psycho-drama.

The action moves along at a fast 
pace, particularly the brief second act, 
propelled by the atmospheric music of 
movie composer Bernard Herrmann 
(minus his famous Psycho slasher 
motif) with our heroine hurtling to-
wards her date with tragedy... and 
a standing ovation from the Hippo-
drome audience.

REVIEW
by Leon Burakowski



• Activities with animal related themes
• Glassmaking demonstrations daily
• Children’s Trail
• Craft Studios and Red Cone Coffee House

10am - 3pm Monday to Friday
11am - 4pm Saturday & Sunday
FREE parking and admission

Call 01384 812750 or visit

www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums Red House Glass Cone @redhousecone

HALF-TERM FUN at the CONE Red House Glass Cone, High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ
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Going berserk!
Circus tricks galore
See Page 23

2017

Royal decree
See Page 23



FREE adjacent car park (CCTV))V) Lounge, Bar,
Facilities for the disabled

Now booking! Box Office 0121 552 2761
Box Office open Monday evening from 7.30pm, Friday evening prior to main

house production and the night of the production at 7.00pm
Spring Walk, Langley B69 4SP

Online bookings now available at our website:
www.oldburyrep.org

4th-11th MMMaaarrrccch

CONFUSIONS
by Alan Ayckbourn

These five short plays deal with a range of human
emotions and dilemmas. From a devoted and isolated
mother, to her unfaithful travelling salesman husband,

through a solicitous waiter to well-heeled diners and an
utterly shambolic garden fete, human frailty is laid bare as
one hilarious situation after another unfolds. The laughs,

however dark, keep coming. A brilliant piece of Ayckbourn
that will appeal to all.

TICKET PRICES: MON - TUES £8.00
WED - SAT £10.00 (£9.00 CONCESSIONS).

FILMS AT OLDBURY REP ON THE
‘SCREEN ON THE GREEN’
Our Spring screenings begin on

February 24th
with Clint Eastwood’s highly acclaimed film

‘SULLY’,
starring Tom Hanks as the pilot who saved his passengers

on the Miracle on the Hudson.
This will be followed on

March 24th with the true story of

‘A STREET CAT NAMED BOB’.
Further titles and dates are in preparation.

All films are shown on our 16ft screen with high quality
Digital projection in our 170 seat auditorium

ALL TICKETS ARE STILL JUST £4.00 AND
THE PERFORMANCE STARTS AT 7.30PM

function
room
for...
Wedding
Receptions,
Birthday
Parties,

Anniversaries
and

Funerals

£3.89 Monday - Saturday

• £5.99 Sunday

Dovecote
The

pub & carvery
Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 0SD

0121 556 0008

7 DAY
CARVERY
7 DAY
CARVERY

WheatsheafheThe

Turners Hill, Rowley Regis B65 9DP
07860 673 165

PENSIONER DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE!
During the week

SATURDAY NIGHT - LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
SUNDAY CARVERY - 12pm - 2.30pm

Adults £5.50
Children £3.50

JAZZ, SOUL, BLUES,
REGGAE & MOTOWN
The Red Lemons
Tonight - tomorrow,
The Jam House,
Birmingham,
B3 1QU.
Call 0121 200 3030

Andy Fairweather
Low & The Low Riders
Tonight, £20
Artrix,
Bromsgrove, B60 1PQ.
Call 01527 87158

UB40 – Ultimate 40
Tomorrow, £8
The River Rooms, Stourbridge,
DY8 1JN.
Call 01384 397 177
or 07986 577 661

Renowned Gypsy Jazz and
Blues Guitarist Remi Harris
Tomorrow,
West Malvern Social Club,
Malvern, WR14 4AY.
Call 01684 572475

Jazz Tuesdays
Tue,
Spotted Dog, Digbeth,
Birmingham, B12 0NH.
Call 0121 772 3822

Kent DuChaine
Tue,
The Jam House,
Birmingham, B3 1QU.
Call 0121 200 3030

Bryan Corbett Quartet
Wed,
The Jam House,
Birmingham, B3 1QU.
Call 0121 200 3030

Ian Parker & his band
Thu, £12.50 - £15
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ.
Call 01902 401211

ROCK
& METAL
Bon Giovi – The International
Tribute to Bon Jovi
Tonight, £12 - £13
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ.
Call 01902 401211

Paul Carrack
Tonight,
Victoria Hall, Hanley,
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD.
Call 0844 871 7649

T.Rextasy
Tonight,
Regent Theatre,
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1AP.
Call 0844 871 7649

The Machine Rages On
Tonight, £6
The RoadHouse Birmingham,
King Norton, B30 3DZ.
Call 0121 246 2273

Dreams Of Fleetwood Mac
Tonight, £8
The River Rooms,
Stourbridge,
DY8 1JN.
Call 01384 397 177
or 07986 577 661

Spring King +
The Big Moon + Get Inuit
Tonight, £10
The Sugarmill,
Stoke-on-Trent,
ST1 1DR.
Call 01782 214991

The Counterfeit Stones
Tomorrow, £13 - £15
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ.
Call 01902 401211

The Bon Jovi Experience
Tomorrow,
Oakengates Theatre,
Telford, TF2 6EP.
Call 01952 382382

Kings Of Leon
Mon,
Genting Arena, Birmingham,
B40 1NT.
Call 0121 780 4141

Roadhouse Presents: Metal
Showcase
Thu, £4
The RoadHouse Birmingham,
King Norton, B30 3DZ.
Call 0121 246 2273

FOLK &
COUNTRY
CASH (A tribute to the Man
in Black with Full Band)
Tonight,
O2 Academy Birmingham,
B1 1DB.
Call 0121 622 8250

One Night In Nashville
Tomorrow,
Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent,
ST1 1AP.
Call 0844 871 7649

Traditional Irish Music
Mon,
Spotted Dog, Digbeth,
Birmingham, B12 0NH.
Call 0121 772 3822

Pete Kent
Wed, £7 - £9
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ.
Call 01902 401211

Folk & Roots Club
Thu, Free
The RoadHouse Birmingham,
King Norton, B30 3DZ.
Call 0121 246 2273

POP
Let’s Hang On (celebrating
Frankie Valli)
Tomorrow, £20 - £22
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury,
SY3 8FT.
Call 01743 281281

Sunday Classics
Sun,
Spotted Dog, Digbeth,
Birmingham, B12 0NH.
Call 0121 772 3822

Black Magic –
The Little Mix Show
Mon,
Brierley Hill Civic Hall, DY5 3DH.
Call 01384 812730

CLASSICAL
Orchestra of the
Swan: Magical Mozart
Tonight, £15.50
Number 8 Community Arts
Centre, Pershore, WR10 1BG.
Call 01386 555028

Orchestra of The Swan:
Guy Johnston plays Haydn
Thu, £20.16 - £30.24
Malvern Theatres, WR14 3HB.
Call 01684 892277

COMEDY
Josie Long: Something Better
Tonight,
The Old Rep Theatre,
Birmingham, B5 4DY.
Call 0121 359 9444

Standup comedy – Sally-Anne
Hayward, James Cook, Johnny
Candon
Tonight - tomorrow, £15
Jongleurs Comedy Club, Bir-
mingham, B1 2HG.
Call 08700 111 960

Barnstormers Comedy February
2017
Tomorrow, £14
Artrix, Bromsgrove, B60 1PQ.
Call 01527 871580

Roy Chubby Brown
Tomorrow,
Victoria Hall, Hanley,
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD.
Call 0844 871 7649

Standup comedy – Thanyia
Moore, James Cook, Johnny
Candon, Jeff Innocent
Tomorrow - Sun, £15
Jongleurs Comedy Club, Bir-
mingham, B1 2HG.
Call 08700 111 960

Justin Moorhouse
Sun, £15
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury,
SY3 8FT.
Call 01743 281281

THEATRE
Thoroughly Modern Millie
Tonight - tomorrow,
New Alexandra Theatre,
Birmingham, B5 4DS.
Call 0844 871 3011

Anita And Me
Tonight - tomorrow,
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre,
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 429212

Birmingham Royal Ballet – First
Steps, a child’s first Cinderella
Tonight, £10
Birmingham Hippodrome,
B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000

Romeo and Juliet
Tonight - Thu,
Hall Green Little Theatre,
Birmingham, B27 7RY.
Call 0121 707 1874

Cinderella
Tonight - Thu, £16
Birmingham Hippodrome,
B5 4TB. Call 0844 338 5000

Don’t Go Into The Cellar!
Presents Penny Dreadful!
Or, Mrs Lovett’s Revenge!
Tomorrow, Thu,
Newman Brothers at the Coffin
Works, Birmingham, B3 1JP.
Call 0121 2334790

A Judgement in Stone
Mon - Thu,
New Alexandra Theatre,
Birmingham, B5 4DS.
Call 0844 871 3011

Bedtime Stories
Tue - Thu,
Victoria Hall, Hanley,
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3AD.
Call 0844 871 7649

Thriller Live
Tue - Thu,
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre,
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 429212

Some Guys Have All the Luck –
The Rod Stewart Story
Thu,
Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent,
ST1 1AP. Call 0844 871 7649

MISC.
EVENTS
The Edgbaston Stadium
Antiques, Collectors
& Vintage Fair
Sun, £2 - £3
Edgbaston Stadium, Birmingham,
B5 7QU. Call 0844 635 1902

Cirque Berserk!
Mon - Thu,
Birmingham REP Theatre,
Library of Birmingham,
B1 2EP. Call 0121 236 4455

MAC Explorers: Dance
Wed,
MAC Theatre, Cannon Hill Park,
Birmingham, B3 1QU.
Call 0121 200 3030

ARTS &
CULTURE
Identification Day with
Henry Sandon MBE
Tomorrow, £3
Museum of Royal Worcester,
WR1 2ND.
See www.museumofroyal
worcester.org

Anatomy Lab
LIVE | BIRMINGHAM
Tomorrow - Sun,
Cuttle Bridge Hotel,
Minworth,
Birmingham,
B76 9DP.
Call 01675 639063

Living History at
The Commandery
Tomorrow - Sun,
The Commandery,
Sidbury, Worcester, WR1 2HU.
Call 01905 361821

Short Introductory Talk:
Help and Healing on
the Spiritual Path
Tomorrow,
The Polish Millenium Centre,
Birmingham, B5 5PH.
Call 0121 643 3577

Understanding Material Loss
Tomorrow,
The University of Birmingham,
Edgbaston, B15 2TT.
Call 0121 414 4117

Ceramic Crafts
Tomorrow - Thu, £3 - £4
The Ironbridge Gorge Museums,
Coalbrookdale, TF8 7DQ.
Call 01952 433 424

Photographic Prize 2017
Today - Thu,
RBSA Gallery,
Birmingham, B3 1SA.
Call 0121 236 4353

Draw Something KS3
Mon,
MAC Theatre, Cannon Hill Park,
Birmingham, B3 1QU.
Call 0121 200 3030

Love Worcester! Love Nature!
Mon,
Worcester City Art Gallery,
WR1 1DT.
Call 01905 25371

Messy Museum
Mon,
Wrexham Museums, LL14 4HT.
Call 01978 292000

Fantastic Beasts
Mon - Thu,
Shropshire Hills Discovery Cen-
tre, Craven Arms, SY7 9RS.
Call 01588 676060

Uncovering Mysteries
Tue,
The Commandery,
Sidbury, Worcester, WR1 2HU.
Call 01905 361821

Explore Learning Workshop
Tue,
Creative Coffee Hub,
Birmingham, B29 6HJ.
Call 01215 727300

So You Think You
Know About Dinosaurs
Tue,
Malvern Theatres,
WR14 3HB.
Call 01684 892277

Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star

Busted

Tomorrow, 7pm
O2 Academy, Birmingham
Expect a full house for the return of
the power pop trio touting new album
Night Driver and lots of favourites from
the Year 3000.
See academymusicgroup.com/o2a
cademybirmingham

Sophie
Ellis-Bextor

Tonight, 7pm
O2 Institute 2, Birmingham
It will be Murder On The Dancefloor
at the Digbeth venue when the pop
favourite performs her hits as well as
songs from new album Familia.
See www.academymusicgroup.com/
o2institutebirmingham

LeAnn
Rhymes

Tonight, 7pm
Symphony Hall, Birmingham
The US singer who crossed over from
country to the pop scene to have such
hits as Can’t Fight The Moonlight
and How Do I Live is back with a new
album, Remnants.
See www.thsh.co.uk

Juan
Diego Florez

Tuesday, 7.30pm
Symphony Hall, Birmingham
The acclaimed tenor from Peru will
be accompanied by pianist Vincenza
Scalera for a recital including arias by
Verdi, Rossini, Puccini and Mozart that
will delight classical fans.
See www.thsh.co.uk

February 17 – 2322
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  Thursday, February 16, 2017

Family first 
for rock Kings
THEY were once the hardest-partying band on the road. Kings of Leon 
boozed their way through the noughties, carousing around the world 
as their six studio albums racked up millions of sales, propelled them 
to number one around the globe and earned them 68 platinum discs.

Kings of Leon comprise brothers Caleb Followill, on vocals, alongside 
drummer Nathan and bassist Jared with cousin Matthew on lead guitar. 
They formed in 1999 in Nashville fusing southern rock and blues, and 
developed their sound on their way to becoming a stadium band.

By 2011 Kings of Leon were playing to 50,000 festival fans after their 
hit, Sex on Fire, had taken them to the top of the bill. Band members 
weren’t talking to each other, they were travelling in separate cars.

Nathan says the band had to take a break. “We got to take a little 
time away and be with our families and get to be husbands and daddies 
for a while, and not musicians. Now three of us have kids, and we’re all 
married, so the priorities change as your family grows.

Lyrics
“This record was a little different because we did have so much time 

off. We all went into the studio having not been together for a while, 
musically, and it was cool to see where our heads were musically. Caleb 
does a majority of the lyrics but this record was the first one in a while 
where we were all very involved lyrically and was kind of a team effort. ”

All four Followills are married and all but Jared are parents. “Our 
kids all go to the same school,” says Matthew. Nathan adds: “You can 
tell us apart from the other parents – we’re the ones smoking weed 
underneath the bleachers.” 

Kings of Leon play the Genting Arena at the NEC on Monday.

ROLL up, roll up for the greatest 
show in Brum as Cirque Berserk, a 
circus show designed for theatres 
rather than a big top, comes to Bir-
mingham Rep.

The thrilling stunt action and circus skills ex-
travaganza, which also boasts a fire breathing 
giant robot, returns to the Centenary Square 
venue by popular demand.

This circus follows a no-animals policy with 
the emphasis on the incredible abilities of the 
human performers. 

These include the Globe of Terror – if you 
thought the Wall of Death was a scary motorcy-
cle stunt, wait until you see four bikers speeding 
around the inside of a steel cage at over 60mph.

The troupe of more than 30 performers in-
cludes acrobats, jugglers and aerial acts. Among 
the star turns are Czech knife thrower Toni, 
who also hurls axes; Mongolian contortionist 

Odka, who can accurately fire an arrow from 
a bow using her feet; the Timbuktu Tumblers 
with their human pyramids; and master of slap-
stick Tweedy the clown.

Cirque Berserk are at Birmingham Rep from 
Monday to Sunday (February 20-26), including 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday matinees.

For tickets cost from £15 to £30 (concessions 
and group discounts available), see www.bir-
mingham-rep.co.uk or call 0121 236 4455.

One and only Chesney with 
Chip in Robin 2 line-up

Everthing is Awesome
as indie pop twins visit

Dance, mystery and a 
serious drama on stage

TWO talented Black Country musicians 
will be performing at Bilston venue the 
Robin 2 next week.

On Wednesday Wolverhampton’s Pete 
Kent brings his unique percussive fin-
gerstyle of acoustic guitar playing, which 
has seen him win plaudits from top musi-
cians. Support comes from Tom Rushton 
and Dom Robson Tull at this all-seated 
show. Tickets are £9 on the door, cheaper 
in advance. On Thursday (February 23) 
Strat-wielding local bluesman Ian Parker 
and his Band are at the Mount Pleasant 
venue. Tickets £12.50 advance or £15 door.

Other highlights include The Counter-
feit Stones this Saturday and a father-and-
son gig on Sunday by ‘The One and Only’ 
Chesney Hawkes and father Chip, formerly 
of The Tremeloes, at this seated show. See 
therobin.co.uk or call 01902 401211.

CANADIAN pop twins Tegan and Sara, 
of The Lego Movie hit Everything Is Awe-
some, are at Birmingham O2 Institute on 
Saturday. The same venue hosts Liverpud-
lian boyband MiC LOWRY on Sunday, US 
indie rock outfit Band of Horses on Mon-
day and Norfolk rockers Deaf Havana with 
Dinosaur Pile Up on Tuesday.

Punk bands Sad Sally, Clobber and Rich 
Gulag play the Hare and Hounds in Kings 
Heath on Sunday, and the pub venue hosts 
the hard to pronounce duo Tonstartss-
bandh on Tuesday and US dream pop band 
Wild Nothing on Wednesday. Shush and 
The Harringtons share a five band bill at 
Brum’s Sunflower Lounge on Saturday. 
Greek metal outfit Firewind play Wolver-
hampton’s Slade Rooms on Saturday. Su-
perstar rapper Drake is at the Barclaycard 
Arena on Wednesday and Thursday.

Focus on human skills
and thrills at the circus

A WIDE variety of theatre is on offer, 
from ballet and a pop musical, to circus 
(see above), a whodunnit and drama.

Michael Jackson tribute musical 
Thriller is at Wolverhampton Grand The-
atre Tuesday to Saturday. Birmingham 
Royal Ballet return to the Hippodrome to 
perform family favourite Cinderella until 
February 25. Whilst the main house at 
Birmingham Rep hosts Cirque Berserk, a 
powerful new play is at its studio theatre 
The Door. All The Little Lights (Febru-
ary 22-25) tells of the friendship of three 
teenage girls, preyed on by abusers. 

The Agatha Christie Theatre Com-
pany, with a cast including Sophie Ward, 
Mark Wynter and Shirley Ann Field, 
stage Ruth Rendell’s A Judgement In 
Stone at Birmingham’s New Alexandra 
Theatre from Monday to Saturday.

entertainment

The Lucius motorcycle stunt rider team hurtle around the Globe of Terror at 60mph in the Cirque Berserk show coming to Birmingham Rep



Knigh s Ques

MON-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM

We also serve

GREAT
STEAK &
GRILL DEALS

DAILY CARVERY

“It’s Great Down the Pub!”

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk

G
High Street, Blackheath

Tel: 0121 561 5599

£3.45
Only

QUALITY & SERVICE

S
Mon - Sat

12 noon - 2.30pm
Mon - Thurs
6pm - 8pm

Sunday
12 Noon-5pm

We serve until 1am on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 1am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun

Great Bar... Great Food...

DRESS CODE...Dress toImpress!

Great Entertainment...

THUR 16/02/17
STARMAKERS KARAOKE

FRI 17/02/17
FAYE HORNE - X FACTOR

SAT 18/02/17
BOB MARLEY TRIBUTE

SUN 19/02/17
STARMAKERS KARAOKE

MON 20/02/17
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE

TUE 21/02/17
PREDATORS KARAOKE

WED 22/02/17
YANA!

THUR 23/02/17
STARMAKERS KARAOKE

SUNDAY
CARVERY
£4.95Only

UNDER NEWOWNERSHIP

WAGGON
& HORSES

Real Ale Public House

GUEST ALES
NOWON
SALE

Church Street, Oldbury B69 3AD

INCLUDING BATHAMS
JOIN OUR NEW LOYALTY

CARD SCHEME

ENTERTAINMENT
EVERY
FRIDAY

10p back for every £1.00 spent
Ask inside for more details

Terms and conditions apply.

QUIZ
NIGHT

Tuesday
28th February

PRIZES TO BE WON !

thefastticket SATURDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 18
BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE
6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen
Live. 11.30 The Little Paris Kitchen:
Cooking with Rachel Khoo. (R) 12.00
Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News. 1.15
Live Athletics: Birmingham Indoor Grand
Prix. Coverage from the Barclaycard
Arena in Birmingham. 4.30 Final Score.
5.10 BBC News. 5.20 Regional
Programme. 5.25Who Dares Wins.
6.10 Pointless Celebrities. A “law and

order” special, with Helen Fraser,
Victoria Alcock, Roberta Taylor,
Chris Ellison, Arthur Bostrom,
Mina Anwar, Dominic Littlewood
and Matt Allwright. (R)

6.55 Let It Shine. The semi-final
arrives, and the four remaining
boy-bands display their dance
skills, before Graham Norton and
Mel Giedroyc give viewers a
chance to champion their favourite
act.

7.55 Casualty. Iain is unexpectedly
reunited with his sister when he is
called out to an emergency
involving his mother, but his
efforts to make amends for his
past have unforeseen
repercussions. The hospital is
inundated with binge drinkers,
including a hen party that has
ended with the bride getting shot
with a bow and arrow. Dylan
struggles to cope, but the
experience gives him an idea.
Grace returns to work, but seems
to have lost her ability to talk.

8.45 Let It Shine – The Results. The
top two bands from the viewer
vote progress to the final as the
results arrive, leaving the bottom
two to fight for the third spot – but
the judges have a twist in store.

9.15 Taboo. James Delaney loses
everything, and as the Crown and
the East India Company conspire
against him, a betrayal places even
his freedom in jeopardy.

10.15BBC News; Weather; National
Lottery Update.

10.30MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. Action
from the fifth round of matches,
including Huddersfield Town v
Manchester City and
Middlesbrough v Oxford United.

11.40This Country. Daisy May and
Charlie Cooper’s mockumentary
continues, as Kerry’s neighbour
Mandy Harris opens a tattoo
business.

12.05 Film: Having You. (2013) 1.40
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.45 BBC
News.

6.30 Film: Stage Door. (1937) 7.55
Film: Lucky Jim. (1957) 9.30 Coast.
10.00 Britain’s Secret Seas. (R) 11.00
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 12.00 A
Cook Abroad: John Torode’s Argentina.
(R) 1.00 Talking Pictures: John Hurt.
1.30 Film: An Ideal Husband. (1999)
Oscar Wilde comedy drama, starring
Cate Blanchett. 3.00 Escape to the
Country. (R) 3.45Mastermind. (R) 4.15
University Challenge. (R) 4.45 Only
Connect. (R) 5.15 Nature’s Weirdest
Events. (R)
6.00 Flog It! David Barby and Catherine

Southon view antiques at
Buckland Abbey in Devon,
including a French revolver and a
bisque baby doll. Paul Martin also
studies an ancient maths book,
and is taken for a ride at the
Dingles Fairground Heritage
Centre. (R)

7.00 The Lake District: A Wild Year.
Cutting-edge camera techniques
offering a new and unique
perspective on a turbulent year in
the life of England’s largest
national park. Narrated by Bernard
Cribbins. (R)

8.00 Grand Tours of the Scottish
Islands. New series. Paul Murton
returns to explore more of the
remote and fascinating places that
lie off the mainland, beginning by
visiting Berneray, Grimsay,
Kirkibost and Pabbay.

8.30 Dad’s Army. The platoon defends
headquarters in an exercise
against members of the Highland
Regiment. Classic episode from
1969, starring Arthur Lowe and
John Le Mesurier. (R)

9.00 Film: Testament of Youth. (2014)
Premiere. When her fiance and
brother are sent to the front line
during the early days of the First
World War, a young woman gives
up her studies at Oxford University
to follow them. She becomes a
nurse, and the horrors she
witnesses during the conflict
change her outlook on life forever.
Period drama based on the
memoirs of writer Vera Brittain,
starring Alicia Vikander, Kit
Harington and Taron Egerton.

11.05Film: Safe Haven. (2013) A
woman trying to make a fresh start
in a coastal town realises she must
confront the dark past she is
running from. Romantic drama,
with Julianne Hough.

12.55 Film: The White Ribbon. (2009)
3.10 This Is BBC Two.

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show!
6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R)
6.30 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R)
6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories:
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R)
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Teen Titans
Go! (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!:
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News.
9.30 Alphabetical. (R) 10.30 Guess This
House. (R) 11.25 Judge Rinder. (R)
12.25 ITV News; Weather. 12.35 River
Monsters. (R) 1.05 Tipping Point. (R)
2.05 The Chase. (R) 3.10 Dance Dance
Dance. (R) 4.40 Regional Programme ;
Weather.4.55 ITV News; Weather. 5.10
Film: Despicable Me. (2010) Animated
comedy, with the voice of Steve Carell.
7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. The final round

of the obstacle-course challenge
arrives, as Ben Shephard, Rochelle
Humes and Chris Kamara invite
the most successful participants
from throughout this series to
return to the course and put their
strength, speed and agility to the
test once again. Last in the series.

8.00 The Voice UK. The spinning-chair
singing contest reaches a crucial
stage, as EmmaWillis introduces
the seventh and final Blind
Audition. As always, another
selection of would-be stars are
ushered onto the stage to perform,
unseen by judges Jennifer
Hudson, Gavin Rossdale, Will.i.am
and Tom Jones, who must signal
their approval by turning their
chairs. Next week, the judges’
teams are forced to face off in the
Battle phase.

9.20 Through the Keyhole. Keith
Lemon hosts a revival of the
classic game show originally
presented by David Frost. Celebrity
panellists David Haye, Samia
Longchambon and Dave Berry are
given a guided tour to three
mystery homes, and are
challenged to guess the identities
of the famous occupants.

10.20 ITV News; Weather.
10.35Film: Knocked Up. (2007) An

ambitious journalist unexpectedly
becomes pregnant after a one-
night stand with a directionless
layabout. Romantic comedy,
starring Seth Rogen.

12.50 Jackpot247. 3.00Who’s Doing the
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen.

6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R)
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang
Theory. (R) 9.55 The Big Bang Theory.
(R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R)
10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The
Simpsons. (R) 12.00 Jamie and Jimmy’s
Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.00 Come Dine
with Me. (R) 1.30 Come Dine with Me.
(R) 2.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30
Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.00 Come Dine
with Me. (R) 3.35 A Place in the Sun:
Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 Location,
Location, Location. (R) 5.35 Grand
Designs. (R)
6.30 Channel 4 News.
7.00 The Restoration Man. George

Clarke returns to Brixham in
Devon, where he previously met
Neil Worrell and Jackie Robinson,
who moved in to an old
fisherman’s church 18 months
ago. Now, the pair are busy
running their adopted town’s
tourist attraction – a replica of Sir
Frances Drake’s ship the Golden
Hind. He also visits Dartmoor,
where he is stunned to find
ambitious renovator Neil has just
bought 200 square metres of
mysterious underground
corridors.

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy
West and Prunella Scales take a
two-stage trip across Scotland,
travelling along the Caledonian
Canal before venturing on a 60-
mile journey into the Highlands.
(R)

9.00 Film: Taken 2. (2012) Former CIA
agent Bryan Mills and his ex-wife
Lenore are taken hostage in
Istanbul by an Albanian gangster,
whose son Bryan killed while
bringing down a kidnapping ring.
He is able to escape with the aid of
his daughter, and together they
fight to rescue Lenore and wipe
out the criminal family. Action
thriller sequel, starring Liam
Neeson, Maggie Grace and Famke
Janssen.

10.50Film: The Bourne Legacy. (2012)
A government assassin goes on
the run when his employers try to
bury their dark secrets by having
him killed. Spy thriller sequel, with
Jeremy Renner and Rachel Weisz.

1.20 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA.
(R) 2.15 Hollyoaks. 4.15 Kirstie’s Fill
Your House for Free. (R)

6.00Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Access. 10.40
Police Interceptors. (R) 11.40 Police
Interceptors. (R) 12.35 Benefits: 26 Kids
and Claiming. (R) 1.35 Benefits: The
Millionaire Shoplifter. (R) 2.35 The
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R)
3.35 The Nightmare Neighbour Next
Door. (R) 4.30 5 NewsWeekend. 4.35
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R)
5.30 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R)
6.30 FIA Formula E Live: Buenos

Aires. The Buenos Aires ePrix.
Coverage of the third round of the
campaign from Puerto Madero
Street Circuit in Argentina. This is
the only circuit to have featured in
all three seasons of this motor
racing championship, and has
proven to be a successful venue
for Great Britain’s Sam Bird, who
recorded the fastest lap here in
2015, and then went on to win the
race in 2016.

8.10 Secrets of the Great Train
Robbery. Crime documentary,
detailing the many mistakes, bad
decisions and careless errors
made by the gang responsible for
the Royal Mail train robbery of
August 8, 1963.

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship.
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave
introduce highlights from the
weekend’s games in the
Championship, including
Birmingham City v Queens Park
Rangers at St Andrew’s, Barnsley v
Brighton & Hove Albion at
Oakwell, and Wigan Athletic v
Preston North End at DW Stadium.

10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. All the
goals from the weekend’s games
in Leagues One and Two, including
Sheffield United v Scunthorpe
United and Hartlepool United v
Plymouth Argyle.

10.30NCIS. An investigation into the
death of a retired US Navy
lieutenant commander forces
Ducky to reveal he has been
helping to solve crimes in his
spare time.

11.25NCIS: Los Angeles. Deeks places
his job in danger when he shoots
and kills an unarmed man,
prompting unexpected emotions
for Kensi as she contemplates
losing her partner. (R)

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10Magic Makes
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 4.00 On
Benefits: To Heat or to Eat? That’s the
Question. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R)
5.15 Nick’s Quest. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Indian Hill Railways 8.00 Ford’s
Dagenham Dream 9.00 Treasures of
Ancient Egypt 10.00 Easter Island:
Mysteries of a Lost World 11.30 Top of
the Pops: 1983 12.05 Rock ’n’ Roll
America 3.05 Sounds of the 70s 2: Soul
– Keep on Keeping on 3.35 Close
ITV2
11.20 Ninja Warrior UK 12.20 Take Me
Out 1.35 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.10
Film: Honey (2003) 3.10 FYI Daily 3.15
Film: Honey (2003) 4.05 Film: St
Trinian’s (2007) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film:
St Trinian’s (2007) 6.05 Film: After Earth
(2013) 7.05 FYI Daily 7.10 Film: After
Earth (2013) 8.00 Scorpion 9.00 Film:
Hot Fuzz (2007) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10
Film: Hot Fuzz (2007) 11.25 Family Guy
12.50 American Dad! 1.50 Release the
Hounds: Famous & Freaked 2.35 Planet’s
Funniest Animals 3.00 Teleshopping
ITV3
11.05 Film: Columbo: Butterfly in
Shades of Grey (1993) 1.05 Film: Carry
On Matron (1972) 2.05 FYI Daily 2.10
Film: Carry On Matron (1972) 2.55 Film:
Carry On Follow That Camel (1967) 3.55
FYI Daily 4.00 Film: Carry On Follow That
Camel (1967) 4.55Wycliffe 6.00
Midsomer Murders 8.00 Doc Martin 9.00
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Law & Order:
UK 12.00Wycliffe 1.05Marchlands 2.00
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping
ITV4
11.00 Counting Cars 12.00 Pawn Stars
1.30 ITV Racing Live. 4.00 Film: Rio
Bravo (1959) 5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film:
Rio Bravo (1959) 6.55 River Monsters
9.05 Film: The Specialist (1994) 10.10
FYI Daily 10.15 Film: The Specialist
(1994) 11.20 Film: Exit Wounds (2001)
12.20 FYI Daily 12.25 Film: Exit Wounds
(2001) 1.30 Hell on Wheels 2.25 Hogan’s
Heroes 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00
Teleshopping
E4
11.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.00 The
Goldbergs 3.00 The Big Bang Theory
8.00 Film: Knight and Day (2010) 10.10
Gogglebox 2016 11.50 Gogglebox:
Celebrity Special For Stand Up To Cancer
1.00 Celebs Go Dating 3.00Marvel’s
Agents of SHIELD 3.45 Rude(ish) Tube
4.25 Baby Daddy 5.10 Revenge
Film4
11.00 ParaNorman (2012) 1.00 Judy
Moody and the Not Bummer Summer
(2011) 2.45 Scrooged (1988) 4.50
Moonrise Kingdom (2012) 6.40 Tootsie
(1982) 9.00 St Vincent (2014) 11.05
Zombieland (2009) 12.50 Stripes (1981)
3.20 Close

Let It Shine
(BBC1, 6.55pm)
The semi-final of the star-
making talent hunt arrives,
and only four bands remain in
the competition. This time,
the would-be pop icons are
tested on their dance skills, but
before the contest gets under
way, they first join Take That on
stage for an opening
performance taking the
form of a medley of the
veteran boy-band's greatest
hits. Once the competition
opens, judges Gary Barlow,
Dannii Minogue, Martin Kemp
and a special mystery guest get
down to the business of
appraising the boys'
performances as usual. At the
end of the show, Graham
Norton andMel Giedroyc open
the voting lines, giving viewers
at home a chance to champion
their favourite act.

Gary Barlow
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ALAN WARWICK BUTCHERS

GREAT BRIDGE | Phone 0121-520 7358 | Alan Warwick Limited 69 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7HF

Mega Meat Sale

£5.00

3LB
BONELESS

PORK CHOPS

£2.99/lb

30 DAY MATURE
ROASTING BEEF

SILVERSIDE

£9.99

WHOLE LEGS
OF LAMB

£8.99

2 KILO
FRESH CHICKEN

FILLETS

£5.99

2LB PREMIUM
RUMP STEAK

(HIPBONE)

2 for £5

PORK JOINTS
WITH STUFFING

Approx 8 Fillets

thefastticket SUNDAY’S TV FEBRUARY 19
BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE
6.00 Breakfast. 7.50MOTD: FA Cup
Highlights. (R) 9.00 The AndrewMarr
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00
Bargain Hunt. (R) 12.00 BBC News;
Weather. 12.15 Film: Shrek Forever
After. (2010) Animated comedy, with the
voice of Mike Myers. 1.40Match of the
Day Live: The FA Cup. Fulham v
Tottenham Hotspur (Kick-off 2.00pm).
4.05 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.50
Lifeline. 5.00 Songs of Praise. 5.35 BBC
News. 5.50 Regional Programme.
6.00 The Big Painting Challenge.

Mariella Frostrup and Rev Richard
Coles take the contestants on a
trip to Hastings, where they must
put their landscape painting skills
to the test by working in the open
air – and the weather turns out to
be against them. The first
challenge sees them capturing the
town’s newly refurbished pier on
canvas, before they are turned in
the opposite direction to paint the
view of the shoreline from the pier.
A panel made of local residents
choose their favourite painting,
before the judges announce who
will be leaving the show.

7.00 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison helps
with the annual clean-up at
Cheddar Gorge, abseiling down
the cliffs to check for dangerous
loose rocks and helping volunteers
to clear back the undergrowth.
Including Weather for the Week
Ahead.

8.00 Call the Midwife. Trixie tries her
hand at dentistry, while the nurses
discover what has happened to
Sister Mary Cynthia, a revelation
that has distressing
consequences.

9.00 SS-GB. New series. Drama set in
an alternate history of the Second
World War where Britain is under
German occupation. Two Scotland
Yard detectives investigate the
murder of a scientist.

10.00BBC News.
10.20Regional Programme.
10.30MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. Action

from the fifth round of matches,
featuring Blackburn Rovers v
Manchester United, and Fulham v
Tottenham Hotspur.

11.10American High School. A
revelation about the captain of the
basketball team’s personal life
threatens his future.

11.55The Celebrity Apprentice USA.
1.20Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.25
BBC News.

6.30 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.30
An Island Parish. (R) 8.00 Around the
World in 80 Gardens. (R) 9.00
Countryfile. (R) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen
Best Bites. 11.30 Nigel Slater’s Dish of
the Day. (R) 12.00 Nigellissima. (R)
12.30 A Cook Abroad: Rick Stein’s
Australia. (R) 1.30 Omar Sharif: Talking
Pictures. (R) 2.00 Film: Funny Lady.
(1975) Musical comedy sequel, starring
Barbra Streisand. 4.15 Birds of Paradise:
The Ultimate Quest. (R) 5.15 Ski Sunday.
6.00 Film: Oz the Great and Powerful.

(2013) An amoral circus illusionist
is transported to a magical land,
where he is mistaken for a
powerful wizard prophesied to fall
from the sky and save the realm
from evil. His attempt to take
advantage of the situation leads
him into a dangerous quest
involving three powerful witches.
Fantasy adventure prequel to The
Wizard of Oz, starring James
Franco, Mila Kunis, Rachel Weisz
and Michelle Williams.

8.00 Dragons’ Den. Deborah Meaden,
Peter Jones, Touker Suleyman,
Sarah Willingham and Nick
Jenkins assess the profit-making
potential of a self-igniting wood-
burning stove, a new kind of
dating app, a range of authentic
ethnic snacks and a fitness
company for children. Presented
by Evan Davis.

9.00 Special Forces – Ultimate Hell
Week. Reggie Yates brings the
contestants to South Korea to train
under an officer from the country’s
Underwater Demolition Team. The
recruits face a series of gruelling
challenges, including dragging
truck tyres up hills, carrying boats
on their heads and facing the
unusual exercise known as the
Thinking Man Position.

10.00Film: Being AP. (2015) Premiere.
Documentary about jockey AP
McCoy, following him as he
weighs up his desire to score a
record-breaking number of
victories with the pressure to retire
from horse racing.

11.40Film: Defiance. (2008) Three
Jewish brothers escape into the
forests during the Nazi invasion of
Poland and form a resistance
movement. Second World War
drama, starring Daniel Craig and
Jamie Bell.

1.45 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.45
Holby City. (R) 3.45 This Is BBC Two.
Preview of upcoming programmes.

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show!
6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R)
6.30 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R)
6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories. (R)
7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Thunderbirds
Are Go. (R) 7.30 Scrambled! 7.35Mr
Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50
Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.20 Horrid Henry.
(R) 8.45 Teen Titans Go! (R) 9.05
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News.
9.30 Countrywise: Guide to Britain. (R)
10.00 Peston on Sunday. 10.55 Gino’s
Italian Escape: Hidden Italy. (R) 11.25
Chopping Block. (R) 12.30 ITV News;
Weather. 12.45 Film: Carry On Jack.
(1963) Comedy, with Bernard Cribbins.
2.25 All Star Family Fortunes. (R) 3.10
Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 4.15 The Voice UK.
(R) 5.30 Tipping Point. (R)
6.30 Regional Programme;Weather.
6.40 ITV News; Weather.
7.00 Take Me Out Celebrity Special.

Paddy McGuinness presents a
special edition of the dating show,
with TOWIE’s James ëArg’ Argent,
presenter Melvin Odoom and
Olympic gymnast Nile Wilson
entering the “love lift” in the hope
of impressing 30 single women
returning from previous series and
persuading them to keep their
lights on as a sign of approval.

8.00 Lion Country: Night and Day.
With the rains due, it seems lion
cubs Prince and Ziggy may finally
have a chance of surviving this
perilous season. Against all odds
they seem to have finally been
accepted into the pride and won
the approval of the dominant
males – but a jealous lioness
intends to get rid of them.
Rogue males invade the territory
of the Hollywood pride, and the
lionesses face a struggle to keep
their newborn cubs safe. Narrated
by David Morrissey. Last in the
series.

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. An
abandoned baby is brought to the
hospital, and Lydia is reunited with
an expat artist, whose unusual
lifestyle may be about to catch up
with him.

10.00 ITV News; Weather.
10.20Peston on Sunday. Political

magazine, presented by Robert
Peston. (R)

11.15Premiership Rugby Union. Action
from the 15th round of fixtures.

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Chopping Block.
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R)

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R)
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch.
12.30 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces.
(R) 1.35 The Simpsons. (R) 2.05 The
Simpsons. (R) 2.35 Film: Addams
Family Values. (1993) Comedy sequel,
starring Anjelica Huston and Raul Julia.
4.30 Channel 4 News. 5.00 Film: The
Karate Kid. (2010) An American boy
living in China falls foul of bullies, until a
kindly kung fu master teaches him the
skills to defend himself. Martial arts
drama, with Jaden Smith and Jackie
Chan.
7.30 The Jump. The remaining

celebrity contestants compete in
the skeleton event, which requires
them to ride down a twisted track
on a heavy metal sled with their
faces millimetres from the ice. The
losers in each race will then have
to face the jump to decide who will
be the next to leave the series.
Presented by Davina McCall.

9.00 Film: X-Men: Days of Future
Past. (2014) Premiere. In a future
ravaged by war, the superhero
teammakes a desperate last stand
against a force of deadly robots.
Their only hope is to send
Wolverine back in time to the
1970s, to join forces with an
earlier version of the X-Men and
change the events that started the
conflict. Superhero adventure
sequel, starring Hugh Jackman,
Jennifer Lawrence, James McAvoy
and Michael Fassbender.

11.40Film: Lawless. (2012) Three
brothers running a Depression-era
bootlegging operation come under
threat from a corrupt sheriff.
Crime drama, starring Shia
LaBeouf, Tom Hardy and Jason
Clarke.

1.40 The Last Leg. Adam Hills, Josh
Widdicombe and Alex Brooker are joined
by celebrity guests for a comic review of
the significant moments of the past
seven days. (R) 2.35 Phil: Secret Agent
Down Under. (R) 4.25 Kirstie’s Fill Your
House for Free. Kirstie Allsopp helps
transform aWorcester home that seems
to be stuck in a 1980s time warp. (R)
4.40 Four in a Bed. The contestants meet
one last time to discover howmuch they
have been paid by their fellow hoteliers,
before discovering who has won the
competition. (R) 5.10 Fifteen to One.
Sandi Toksvig hosts the general
knowledge quiz. (R)

6.00Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa
Pig. (R) 6.10Milkshake! Monkey. (R)
6.15Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.20 Paw
Patrol. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.40
Fireman Sam. (R) 6.55 Rupert Bear. (R)
7.05 Olly the Little White Van. (R) 7.10
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 7.20 Angelina
Ballerina. (R) 7.35 Little Princess. (R)
7.50 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.10 Blaze and the
Monster Machines. (R) 8.35 Noddy:
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.50 Ben and
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.05
Shimmer and Shine. 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R)
9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.50 Ben and Holly’s
Little Kingdom. (R) 10.00 Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Football
on 5: The Championship. (R) 11.30
Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 12.00
Inside Windsor Castle. (R) 12.55 Secrets
of the National Trust with Alan
Titchmarsh. (R) 1.55 Film: Seabiscuit.
(2003) 4.30 5 News. 4.35 Film: National
Lampoon’s Vacation. (1983)
6.25 Film: National Lampoon’s

European Vacation. (1985) The
disaster-prone Griswolds win a
holiday touring Europe on a game
show – and proceed to cause
mayhem wherever they go.
Comedy sequel, with Chevy Chase
and Beverly D’Angelo. Edited for
language and sexual content.
Includes 5 News Update.

8.10 That’s So 1985. A look at events in
1985 using news, pop and TV
archive clips to provide a reminder
of the time, including the Live Aid
concerts prompted by the famine
in Ethiopia. (R)

9.00 The Freddie Mercury Story: Who
Wants to Live Forever?
Documentary made to mark the
25th anniversary of the Queen
frontman’s death, which explores
two of the most important years in
his life, from the band’s iconic
performance at the Live Aid
concert in 1985 to his diagnosis
with Aids in 1987. The programme
examines his struggle to keep his
private life out of the tabloids and
to continue recording music in the
face of his failing health. Featuring
contributions from family and
friends, including chauffeur and
bodyguard Terry Giddings, who
shares his account of the final
years for the first time. (R)

11.0520 Moments that Rocked the 80s.
Cherie Lunghi presents. (R)

12.35 Lip Sync Battle. (R) 1.00
SuperCasino. 3.10 Bargain-Loving Brits
in the Sun. (R) 4.00World’s Most
Pampered Pets. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Sound of Song 8.00 Life of a
Mountain: A Year on Blencathra 9.00 Tom
Waits: Tales from a Cracked Jukebox
10.00 The Cult Next Door 11.00 Film:
Phoenix (2014) 12.35 Nelson’s
Caribbean Hell-Hole: An Eighteenth
Century Navy Graveyard Uncovered 1.35
Order and Disorder with Jim Al-Khalili
2.35 Life of a Mountain: A Year on
Blencathra 3.35 Close
ITV2
1.40 2Awesome: Fame High 1.55
2Awesome: Third Wheel 2.25
2Awesome: LA Story 2.45 You’ve Been
Framed! Gold 3.10 Film: The Haunted
Mansion (2003) 4.10 FYI Daily 4.15
Film: The Haunted Mansion (2003) 4.55
Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 5.55 FYI Daily
6.00 Film: The Smurfs 2 (2013) 7.00
Film: Jack and Jill (2011) 8.00 FYI Daily
8.05 Film: Jack and Jill (2011) 9.00 Ibiza
Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30
American Dad! 12.25 The Cleveland
Show 1.25 Ibiza Weekender 2.15
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen
ITV3
12.40 Film: Hidden Treasure (2001) 2.45
Wycliffe 3.50 Agatha Christie’s Marple
6.00Midsomer Murders 8.00 The Royal
Variety Performance 2016 10.35 Birds of
a Feather 11.10 Film: Steptoe and Son
Ride Again (1973) 12.10 FYI Daily 12.15
Film: Steptoe and Son Ride Again (1973)
1.15 Inspector Morse 3.05May the Best
House Win 4.50 On the Buses
ITV4
2.20 Film: The Cimarron Kid (1952) 3.25
FYI Daily 3.30 Film: The Cimarron Kid
(1952) 4.10 Film: Rio Bravo (1959) 5.10
FYI Daily 5.15 Film: Rio Bravo (1959)
7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special 8.00
Premiership Rugby Union Highlights
9.05 Film:Memphis Belle (1990) 10.05
FYI Daily 10.10 Film:Memphis Belle
(1990) 11.15 Film: The Road (2009)
12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 Film: The Road
(2009) 1.25 Lawrence Dallaglio: Sports
Life Stories 2.25 Hogan’s Heroes 2.50
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping
E4
1.50 The Big Bang Theory: Catch Up 7.15
Film:Men in Black II (2002) 9.00
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Film:
The Adjustment Bureau (2011) 12.05
Celebs Go Dating 3.05Marvel’s Agents of
SHIELD 3.50 Hollyoaks
Film4
11.00 Destry (1954) 1.00 Endless Love
(2014) 3.05 Carry On Teacher (1959)
4.50 Never Been Kissed (1999) 6.55
Tooth Fairy (2010) 9.00 Faster (2010)
10.55 The Fourth Kind (2009)

SS-GB
(BBC1, 9pm)
New series. Drama set in an
alternate history of the Second
World War where Germany won
the Battle of Britain and has
gone on to occupy the UK. In
1941, two Scotland Yard
detectives investigate the
murder of a nuclear scientist,
under constant surveillance
from their SS superiors. The
arrival of an American journalist
leaves one of the policemen
convinced something more
danger is at work - while a
contact in a resistance
movement reveals a threat to
his own son. Sam Riley, Kate
Bosworth, Rainer Bock, Aneurin
Barnard, Christina Cole, Maeve
Dermody, Lars Eidinger and
James Cosmo.

SamRiley
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WE NAILED IT!

To advertise your business call 01902 319 191

Classified
Advertising

Works!

b e
i ep a s d
Jubilee

Fireplaces Ltd

ELECTRIC FIRES

GAS FIRES

OFFICIAL VALOR
CENTRE

These offers cannot
be found on the

internet

JUBILEE
FIREPLACES LTD.,
HIGH ST, PRINCES END,

TIPTON DY4 9JF
www.jubileefires.co.uk

We are an Independent family owned and run
business who has proudly been serving families

and the local community for over 100 years.
2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road,

West Bromwich, B71 3AA
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital)

0121 588 5377
Branches at:

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr
Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489

24 Hour Service

Collyer &McBride
FUNERALDIRECTORS

☎
Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate,
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD

www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk

Halesowen Fireplaces
AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME

For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane)

Telephone 0121 559 9985

nge of Gas and Electric Fires and S rnge of Gas and Electric Fires and S r

Complete Fireplace Packages from £499
(including fire)

STORAGE
HEATERS
NOW IN
STOCK

Request a brochure online www.bowensholidays.com or call 0121 559 1237
Bowens Holidays, 14 Peckingham Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3AN

Office hours Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm

FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS

Great choice of other destinations please consult our brochure

• New Mercedes coaches • Free local coach stops • Door to Door collection service

03/03/17 - 4 days Criccieth (WW(Wales)
06/03/17 - 5 days Sidmouth
19/03/17 - 7 days St Ives (Cornwall)
20/03/17 - 5 days Weymouth
27/03/17 - 5 days Warner’s Nidd Hall
03/04/17 - 5 days Falmouth (Cornwall)
07/04/17 - 4 days Llandudno (Wales)
10/04/17 - 5 days Paignton/Torquay
14/04/17 - 4 days Tenby (Wales)
15/04/17 - 3 days Tall Ships (London)
17/04/17 - 5 days Scarborough
17/04/17 - 5 days Eastbourne
17/04/17 - 5 days Isle of Wight
18/04/17 - 8 days Jersey/Guernsey
23/04/17 - 4 days Portsmouth

01/05/17 - 5 days Weymouth
01/05/17 - 5 days Weston Super Mare
07/05/17 - 8 days Irish Highlights
08/05/17 - 5 days Paignton and Torquay
15/05/17 - 5 days Eastbourne
15/05/17 - 5 days Canterbury (Kent)
15/05/17 - 5 days Isle of Wight
20/05/17 - 5 days Great Yarmouth
22/05/17 - 5 days Looe (Cornwall)
22/05/17 - 6 days Highland Railways
29/05/17 - 5 days Ilfracombe
29/05/17 - 5 days Yorkshire Dales
29/05/17 - 5 days Snowdonia & Steam Trains
21/06/17 - 5 days Isle of Man
31/07/17 - 5 days Isles of Scilly

Est. 1928

Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units
Leaks, seals and drafts

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM
Rectification of badly fitted installations
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Over 25 years experience – COMPETITIVE PRICES!!!
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on

01384 456490 or 07976 227034

Window and Door Repairs

The stars will be out
to shine at the O2

Dermot O’Leary hosts,The Brit Awards 2017,Wednesday, ITV, 7.30pm

It’s that time of year again when
musicians have too much to drink;
a record industry bigwig or politician

makes either a dull speech or
attempts to appear ‘down with the
kids’, and the hosts try to keep the
(heavily branded) gong show from
over-running.
Sadly Michael Buble had to drop out

of MCing The Brit Awards 2017 due to
family issues, so the ever amiable
Dermot O’Leary and EmmaWillis will
be sharing hosting duties.
“The Brits is an iconic show that I’ve

watched and attended many times,”
explains Dermot. “It’s a holy grail for a
broadcaster, and I’m really looking
forward to working with Emma, who
I’m a big fan of, and celebrating a
brilliant year of British music.”
Mrs Willis is equally thrilled to be

taking part.
“I had an awesome time presenting

the nominations show this year and I
am delighted to be asked back for the
main event,” she enthuses.
One woman who will be thrilled to

pick up another gong is Ellie Goulding.
In 2010, after winning the BBC’s

‘Sound Of…’ contest, she might have
looked like just another startlet
enjoying their 15 minutes of fame, but
she proved to be one of the most
formidable singer-songwriters of her
generation.
A string of hit albums, including

Lights and Delirium, and singles like
Love Me Like You Do, from the 50
Shades of Grey movie, helped make
her a global superstar, with 1.3 (US)
billion hits for that video alone. It helps
that You On My Mind, another track
from that album, proved equally
infectious.
Little wonder a shampoo company

jumped at the chance to sign her up,
while girls around the world have
been inspired to write their own songs
based on Goulding’s success.
There’s also little surprise she’s

been nominated as British Female
Solo Artist at this year’s back-slapping
ceremony. She’s up against Anohni;
Emeli Sandé; Lianne La Havas, and
Nao.
After staging a Lazarus-style

comeback, Craig David is up for
British Male Solo Artist, along with the

much missed David Bowie; Kano;
Michael Kiwanuka, and Skepta.
And in the Best British Group

category, the 1975 takes on Bastille;
Biffy Clyro; Little Mix, and Radiohead.
One of the biggest singles of the

past year was Rockabye, the Clean
Bandit smash featuring Sean Paul
and Anne-Marie. It spent nine
consecutive weeks at number one,
and landed the all-important
Christmas top slot. That knocked Little
Mix’s Shout Out to My Ex off the top
slot, and both are in the running for
British Single.
With the passing of Leonard Cohen,

there’s no shock to see him up for
International Solo Artist, or Bowie’s
final LP Blackstar up for British Album
of the Year.
Among those performing at

London’s 02 are Robbie Williams, Ed
Sheeran, Little Mix, the 1975 and Ms
Sandé.
So, if your tickets got lost in the

post, settle back and enjoy, content in
the knowledge you won’t have a long
queue for the loos during the ad
breaks.

MONDAY
Lifetime of Lies, Channel 5, 3.15pm
Returning home for her brother’s funeral, Sayre Hoyle
attempts to unravel the truth about his death.While
she is in the neighbourhood, she must also deal with
her strained relationship with her corrupt businessman
father and the romantic attentions of his lawyer.
Mystery, starring Shenae Grimes-Beech, Sean Faris
and John Schneider. (2016)

TUESDAY
Carry On Henry, ITV, 11.40pm
King Henry VIII plots to rid himself of his new French
wife when her craving for garlic becomes too much to
cope with. However, he cannot afford to anger the
king of France, and tries to make it look as if his
queen has had an affair. Comedy, starring Sid James,
Joan Sims, Kenneth Williams, Terry Scott, Charles
Hawtrey and Barbara Windsor. (1971)

WEDNESDAY
Seven Pounds, Channel 5, 11.05pm
A man haunted by a tragedy he caused seeks
redemption. Assuming his tax inspector brother’s
identity to gain access to people’s private records, he
sets out to atone by helping seven seemingly
unconnected strangers with their problems – only to
fall in love with one of the people he assists. Drama,
starring Will Smith, Rosario Dawson, Woody
Harrelson and Barry Pepper. (2008)

THURSDAY
Deadly Paradise, Channel 5, 3.15pm
Premiere. A millionaire treats her friends to an all-
expenses-paid holiday in Hawaii. But when her money
is stolen, she sets out for revenge. Thriller, starring
Boti Bliss. (2016)

FRIDAY
Man on a Ledge, Channel 4, 12.55am
An escaped convict climbs onto the outside of a
skyscraper and threatens to jump. The police
psychologist sent to talk him down begins to suspect
there is an agenda behind this suspicious-seeming
suicide bid, while the prisoner’s brother takes
advantage of the ensuing chaos to carry out a plan of
his own. Thriller, with SamWorthington. (2012)

Seven Pounds,Wednesday, Channel 5, 11.05pm MONDAY
Match of the Day Live:The FA Cup
BBC1, 7.30pm
Sutton United v Arsenal (Kick-off 7.55pm). Coverage
of the fifth-round fixture, which takes place at the
Borough Sports Ground, as the non-league side
look to cause a huge upset against the 12-time
winners of the competition. Sutton have already
defeated three Football League teams to reach this
stage, with their scalp of Championship high-flyers
Leeds United in round four causing the biggest stir.
Arsene Wenger will be wary of taking tonight’s
opponents lightly, and may go against his usual cup
policy of blooding the young players, with the
artificial turf at the Borough Sports Ground adding
an extra layer of unpredictability to the contest.

TUESDAY
Inside No 9
BBC2, 10pm
The opening episode of season three aired at
Christmas, but here’s the real gift – another five
nail-biting, scary and darkly amusing tales from
Steve Pemberton and Reece Shearsmith.What’s
more, a fourth series has already been
commissioned, so there’s even more fun and
games on their way. Here, Jason Watkins and Philip
Glenister make guest appearances as two of a

group of friends who, after a game of badminton,
head to a restaurant for some tapas and a few
drinks. It’s a lot of fun – until the question of paying
the bill comes up, turning what had been a
pleasant evening into a shocking event that will
change the lives of those involved. As you might
expect it’s a taut, perfectly timed 30 minutes – just
keep in mind what happens the next time you head
out for a meal with pals.

WEDNESDAY
The Royal House ofWindsor
Channel 4, 9pm
New series. Documentary telling the story of the
great dynasty, which began in 1917 when King
George V changed the royal family’s name
from the unpopular German Saxe-
Coburg and Gotha due to the anti-
German sentiment in the British
Empire that raged during the First
World War. To mark the 100th
anniversary of the moniker, this
series uses the help of family
insiders, fresh research and unique
access to the royal archives at
Windsor Castle to reveal the
human frailties and secrets behind
Britain’s most powerful clan.

THURSDAY
MafiaWomen with Trevor McDonald
ITV, 9pm
The veteran broadcaster presents the second of
two programmes lifting the lid on the riches, the
pain and the sense of betrayal that life with a

mobster can bring – and this time his
journey brings him to a series of
secret locations meeting mob
wives who are all hiding from the
Mafia with their partners. They
include Donna Mangiavillano, her
daughters Stefanie and Victoria and

husband Salvatore, who once
masterminded bank heists for the

mob – only to betray his
bosses to the FBI. Now
the family live in fear
that one day the Mafia
will exact its revenge.

Born TooWhite
BBC2, 9pm
An examination of
the persecution and
discrimination of

people with
albinism in

Tanzania and Malawi, East Africa. Doctor Oscar
Duke, who himself has albinism, embarks on a
journey to discover what life is like for people who
share his condition in these countries. He meets
young people facing the brunt of discrimination, from
a 15-year-old who was mutilated in an attack, to the
280- children placed in a secure camp for people
with albinism in Tanzania. Oscar also confronts
some of those responsible for making these people’s
lives a living hell – and comes face to face with an
‘albino hunter’ imprisoned for murder.

FRIDAY
Schofield’s South African Adventure
ITV, 8pm
In this new three-part series, the This Morning host
leaves his comfy sofa with Holly Willoughby behind
for a personal trip of a lifetime to South Africa with
his wife Stephanie.While swimming with dolphins is
on many people’s bucket lists, Phillip opts for a
more nerve-wracking experience by choosing to
dive alongside great white sharks. To make sure
he’s as safe as anyone can be when having such
an experience, he travels to Gansbaai, where he is
kitted out in undersea equipment, before entering a
cage to catch a glimpse of one of the world’s most
dangerous predators. It’s not all scary adventures
though - the couple also visit the city of Cape Town.Inside No 9,Tuesday, BBC2, 10pm
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families
first

SchoolHolidays!
Don’t leave it until the lastminute...
Did you know there are lots of fun activities and events available for you and your family to enjoy
during the school holidays in Sandwell, including activities and events for children with disabilities?

At work? You can also find out what playschemes and childcare is available in your area.

To plan your school holiday fun or for further information visit

www.sandwell.gov.uk/holidays
or call 0121 569 4914.

Codeword
Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off.

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION:

No.416
Sudoku

Fill in the grid
below so that
every column,
every row and
each of the 3x3
boxes contains
all the digits
from 1 to 9.

LAST WEEK’S
SOLUTIONS >

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
W C D T B Z X K F S Y N H
O E A M J Q L V I U P R G
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Across Down
Quick Clues:

1. Lofty (4)
8. Improve (10)
9. Substance (8)
10. Mimic (4)
12. Inconstant (6)
14. Tidings (6)
15. Grovelling (6)
17. Preferably (6)
18. Signify (4)
19. Close (8)
21. Convincing (10)
22.Wait upon (4)

2. Changeless (10)
3. Healthy (4)
4. Gadget (6)
5. Assassin (6)
6. Eccentric (8)
7. Refuse (4)
11. Faultlessness (10)
13. Enthusiasm (8)
16. Clannish (6)
17. Keep (6)
18. Be depressed (4)
20. Confront (4)

Double Crossword

LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS:
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Latch; 8 Amorous;
9 Illicit; 10 Event; 12 Face to face; 15 Fratricide;
18 Satan; 19 Archaic; 21 Barbers; 22 Theme.
Down: 1 Plaintiffs; 2 Still; 3 Chic; 4 Rattle;
5 Foreword; 6 Polecat; 11 Treble clef;
13 Arranged; 14 Battery; 16 Chaise; 17 Caper;
20 Cut a.
QUICK - Across: 7 Notch; 8 Overrun; 9 Incense;
10 Dread; 12 Abstemious; 15 Tantamount;
18 Cling; 19 Traduce; 21 Enlarge; 22 Local.
Down: 1 Antiseptic; 2 Stock; 3 Shun; 4 Potent;
5 Herdsman; 6 Freedom; 11 Deservedly;
13 Braggart; 14 Entitle; 16 Outset; 17 Hutch;
20 Able.

Across Down
Cryptic Clues:

Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both
fit the same grid.

1. Thought I’d half of
each (4)

8. Expelled from the
army band? (7,3)

9. Remove a
summary (8)

10. Get near about (4)
12. Nobleman getting

into New York,
almost (6)

14. Gives up the
struggle with crops
(6)

15. Coats for nosy
people, we hear (6)

17. Animals produce it,
humans leave it (6)

18. Be inclined to
rely on others for
support? (4)

19. Two girls useful in
the kitchen (8)

21. Be too tired to keep
up? (4,6)

22. One of the wise
men tucked into the
turkey (4)

2. Large drink taken
with fruit on a social
engagement (6,4)

3. An entrance I’d turn
in at (4)

4. After a quick start
it’s simple to be
unsettled (6)

5. In which to find a
forger’s (6)

6. He daren’t upset
one who follows (8)

7. Public school of
rising reputation (4)

11. It’s diverting, though
irrelevant (3,7)

13. Don’t leave out! (8)
16. The force of

emphasis (6)
17. 50 is 10? Pay

attention! (6)
18. Felt confused and

didn’t stay (4)
20. For centuries they

ignored America (4)

1. What is a serval?
2. What is the name of the traditional

Muslim women’s headscarf?
3. For which film did choirmistress Iris

Stevenson provide the inspiration?
4. In which city is Maracana football

stadium?
5. Which former deputy prime minister

was nicknamed Tarzan?

6. Which substance takes its name from
the Italian for ‘baked earth’?

7. Of what type of animal in the yapok the
only aquatic variety?

8. The USSR’s invasion of which country
in 1940 was known as the Winter War?

9. Which actor starred in The 39 Steps and
Jesus of Nazareth?

10. By what name do we know the tree
Pyrus communis?

Last week’s solutions:

Quiz: 1 Erich Maria Remarque; 2 US,

French and Australian Opens; 3 Martin

Luther; 4 Testosterone; 5 Five; 6 Artificial

intelligence; 7 Teeth; 8 Panorama; 9 French;

10 Middlemarch.

Niner: SPEARMINT

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to
discover a word which uses all nine letters.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

48963 gives a tree,
675 gives a second tree,
713248 gives a third tree.

NinerQuiz

brain gym no.416
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SUMMER
SPECIALS

Optional excursions to pre-book
Liechtenstein & Appenzell, and Lindau & Lake Constance

Take a dream break among the cliffs, lemon orchards, olive groves
and turquoise waters of the Bay of Naples, with optional excursions to
Capri, Pompeii, and Positano, Amalfi & Ravello

SORRENTO SUMMER SPECIAL

PRICE INCLUDES...

Departing Friday 23 June 2017

£919pp

9 days, by AIR

4 STAR ST ANTON AUSTRIA SUMMER SAVER
Departing Sunday 9 July 2017

£699pp

8 days, by AIR

Mountain pine air you could bottle and sell, glacier fresh beer, scented
meadows, crystal lakes, waterfalls… that’s Austria in summertime, the

perfect antidote to city hustle and beach bustle!

PRICE INCLUDES...
 Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from

Birmingham airport to Friedrichshafen
 7 nights at the 4 star Sport Hotel, St Anton with breakfast

 St Anton Summer Card with one day’s free
use of cable cars

 All airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to your hotel
 Services of an English-speaking representative

Organised by Omega Holidays plc, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. †We have included the current flight price
within the above package price. Should the cost of flights change the package price may vary. The final price will be confirmed to you at time of booking.

The advertised price is correct as of 8 February 2017 and is based upon departure from Birmingham airport on 23 June 2017.

 Return flight from Birmingham airport to Naples†
 8 nights at the 3 star Hotel Florida, Sorrento with hot buffet breakfast
 Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel

OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS (AVAILABLE AT A SUPPLEMENT)
Isle of Capri, Pompeii and Amalfi Drive (Positano, Amalfi and Ravello)

For more information
or to book, please call: OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00

Fly direct from Birmingham airport

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols

Omegain association with

Your Chronicle

01902 902165

QUOTE CODE: MJJ278

VIEW ONLINE AT
www.omega-holidays.com/MJJ278

QUOTE CODE: PRN449

VIEW ONLINE AT
www.omega-holidays.com/PRN449

THERE’S nothing wrong with 
pushing the boat out and paying 
more than you’d normally deem 
acceptable for good food every 
once in a while.

But it is annoying is when you 
splash the cash on food that doesn’t 
quite hit the spot. Unfortunately, this 
is what happned on a midweek trip to 
The Parkbrook.

In truth, this was by no means a terrible 
meal. There was nothing particularly wrong 
with what we ate, but it just seemed lacking 
somewhat, and didn’t leave us satisfied.

In their defence, the owners told us that 
a year ago, they’d taken over what was an 
ailing venue and were trying to turn things 
around. So the potential is there; let’s hope 
things do improve. The pub, just off the 
M6 Junction 10 on the main stretch into 

Monster mash gives rest of meal
the chop as food fails to hit spot

The lamb chops were delicious but the mash was tops Chicken goujons were served as the starter

Cosy – you’ll get a warm welcome here

The Parkbrook Bar & Grill offers loads of space for a family celebration

Walsall, is welcoming enough. The service 
is friendly too, with staff being welcoming 
upon arrival and finding you a spot to sit. 

As there were only two or three other cou-
ples there, we were a little surprised when 
we were told there was a delay in the food. 
When our starters arrived, they seemed 
strangely at odds with the rest of the meal. 
Our main courses felt freshly made and un-
like what you’d find elsewhere, but to pay 
almost £4 for three chicken goujons, served 
in barbecue dip and with a salad garnish, 
was slightly disappointing.

My friend didn’t fare much better, opt-
ing for the deep fried garlic mushrooms, 
with a garlic dip and salad garnish. We 
both agreed we could have done both our 
starters ourselves at home. Things got bet-
ter though. The main courses felt more of a 

treat, mine in particular, the Barnsley lamb 
chop  – a 10oz brace of two succulent lamb 
chops, served on a bed of mashed potato 
combined with spinach, a mint gravy and 
seasonal cabbage. Firstly, how grand was 
the mash? Soft and moreish, the stand-out 
item on the plate.

Flavour
It definitely made the meal for me, al-

though the lamb was deliciously smothered 
in a mint gravy oozing flavour.

My pal picked the vegetable biryani – a 
traditional Mughlai main course of rice 
loaded with chopped vegetables, spices and 
saffron and served with chips.

He mostly enjoyed it. However, he found 
it a little dry and would have liked some-
thing extra to make it a little less stodgy. 
The wait between courses meant there was 
plenty of time for us to digest our mains, 

making desserts a more attractive option.  
However, like the starters, they were dis-
appointing.

I plumped for the lemon meringue – a 
slice of cake, layered with cream and me-
ringue bits on a soft base. It was delicious 
and suitably sweet, packing enough of a 
tart lemony punch to round off the three 
courses nicely. But the accompanying ice 
cream lacked flavour.

My friend fpund his sticky toffee pudding 
too thick and rich and couldn’t quite finish 
it. It was too dry and the accompanying ice 
cream was flavourless.

It was a strange end to an overall odd 
experience for us at The Parkbrook. For 
somewhere rated so highly on TripAdvisor, 
I expected a little better than the slow ser-
vice and underwhelming food. It was not 
terrible, it just failed to hit the spot.

             Leigh Sanders

eating out

Parkbrook, Walsall
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SALES

Focus on achieving moreFocus on achieving more TMTM Focus on achieving more - 0% commission
Terms and conditions apply.Terms and conditions apply.

Local homeowners' are in for a treat this winter.

Our trademarked product is completely free for the seller.

Speak to our experts on 0121 544 9595
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Traditional four-
bed detached full
of original features
This traditional extended four-bedroomed
detached property in Brunswick Park Road,
Wednesbury, is full of character and charm.

Having original features, it is for sale through
Connells at £220,000.

The property has a lovely traditional front door with
stained glass leading in to the hallway which has
original Minton tile flooring and a storage cupboard.

The property has two reception rooms, one of
which has a feature fireplace housing a log burner
with an outlook to the enclosed rear garden. The
lounge has a window to the rear and wooden flooring
while the dining room has laminate flooring and a bay
window to the front.

There is a beautifully fitted modern kitchen/diner
measuring 14ft x 14ft with a further utility area housing
white goods. The kitchen has a range of wall and
base units with solid oak work surfaces over, a Belfast
sink, splash back tiling, an integrated dishwasher,
laminate flooring and access to lobby area having
door to side leading to the rear garden.

The utility room has a Belfast sink, plumbing for a
washing machine, splash back tiling and hard wood
work surfaces.

Upstairs there is an airy landing having doors off to
the four bedrooms. The extended bedroom has an
en-suite making it an ideal master bedroom.

Bedroom two has laminate flooring and loft access
and an en-suite shower room. Bedroom three has
laminate flooring and there is a fourth bedroom.

The family bathroom has a suite including a bath,
wash hand basin and a low level WC and an airing
cupboard.

Outside, the property has a good sized enclosed
rear garden, with a double driveway to the front. The
frontage also has borders and shrubs and a path
to the property. The rear garden has a lawned area,
borders and shrubs, a side gate and a shed.

The property is within walking distance to
Brunswick Park, within walking distance to
Wednesbury town centre, has local shops and bus
routes which lead to the M6 J9 motorway access.

£220,000WEDNESBURY

TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY
AGENT: Connells

TEL: 0121 556 2338

EMAIL: wednesbury@connells.co.uk

KEY FEATURES
Traditional
Extended
Full of charm
Beautiful kitchen/diner
4 bedrooms

Modern two-bed home new to the market
Located in a quiet cul-de-sac, 8 Anvil Drive, Oldbury,
is a delightful modern two-bedroomed mid terraced
home, close to motorway links.

It has recently joined the books of Love Your Postcode,
for sale at £124,950. Anvil Drive was built in 1995 with this
well-presented home located just off Wolverhampton
Road, having easy access to Birmingham City Centre
whilst offering a great living standard in Sandwell.

The accommodation briefly comprises an entrance

hallway through to the lounge with real wood flooring. A
kitchen/diner leads to a contained rear garden with block
paving and lawn. The first floor has two double bedrooms
and a family bathroom. The home has a modern neutral
décor throughout, double glazing, central heating and a
driveway for off road parking.

For further information, or to book that all important
viewing, please contact Love Your Postcode on 0800 862
0871 or visit www.loveyourpostcode.com



50 LOTS
For full details of our lots available, or
for advice on any aspect of Buying or
Selling by Auction.
Call our friendly and professional
Auction team on 0121 247 2233

Tel: 0121 247 2233 or
email auctions@cottons.co.uk

www.cottons.co.uk

TUESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY
to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club

Considering Buying at Auction?
Call for your FREE Catalogue

Considering Selling by Auction?
Call for your FREE No Obligation Appraisal

Cottons
C H A R T E R E D S U R V E Y O R S www.cottons.co.uk

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE. REVESBY WALK,
BIRMINGHAM FLAT 5, 81 RILSTONE ROAD, BIRMINGHAM

103 THUNDERBOLT WAY, TIPTON 33 DARKHOUSE LANE, COSELEY

LAND AT HOSPITAL LANE
(R/O 59B MASON STREET) COSELEY

GROUND FLOOR. WATERMARQUE BUILDING.
100 BROWNING STREET, BIRMINGHAM

42 RAWLINGS ROAD, BEARWOOD,
SMETHWICK

NEW ASTON SOCIAL CLUB.
ASTON HALL ROAD, BIRMINGHAM 29 MALVERN ROAD, HANDSWORTH
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Flat has re-styled 
kitchen and bathroom

Semi-detached 
home provides
family-sized 
accommodation

WEDNESBURY
£69,950

BEARWOOD
£234,950

This modern one-bedroomed apartment in St Lukes 
Road, Wednesbury, features a re-styled kitchen and 
shower room.

It is for sale through Goodchilds at £69,950 with no 
chain.

With double glazing and gas central heating it also 
has a porch, inner hallway and lounge/diner, communal 
parking and a communal garden.

In more detail the kitchen includes an electric oven 
with a four-ring gas hob with an extractor above, 
plumbing for washing machine, laminate flooring and a 
window and door to the rear.

Contact Goodchilds on 0844 800 9404 or visit www.
goodchilds-uk.com

This charming and traditional 
semi-detached property in 
Devon Road, Bearwood, 
has good family sized 
accommodation and period 
features.

It is for sale through Robert 
Oulsnam at £234,950 with no 
chain.

Features include three 
bedrooms, an entrance hall, 
two reception rooms, an 
extended breakfast kitchen, 
a bathrom, off road parking 
and a delightful rear garden. 
Retaining period features 
and providing family sized 
accommodation, this is one 
not to be missed!

The property is conveniently 
situated within Bearwood, 
close to the amenities of the 
High Street. Devon Road is 
adjacent to Beechwood Road, 
which provides direct access 
to the Hagley Road and the 
transport links that it offers.

For further information 
contact 0121 4299986.



Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers
AUCTION

**For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve price please refer to our catalogue or website*Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price on some lots
For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please refer to the legal pack, catalogue or website

15d Genge Avenue, Lanesfield
3 Bedroom Detached House
Guide: £134,000 - £138,000

15 The Rise, Great Barr
3 Bed Semi Detached House

Guide: £50,000 plus

90 Wolverhampton St, Wednesbury
3 Bedroom Mid Terraced House

Guide: £19,00-£24,000

34 Lindley Avenue, Tipton
3 Bed Semi Detached House

Guide: £50,000 plus

5 New Street, Tipton
3 Bedroom Mid Terraced House

Guide: £48,000-£52,000

17 Wilkinson Road, Moxley
3 Bed End Terraced House
Guide: £39,000 - £44,000

15 Charnwood Close, Wolverhampton
3 Bedroom Semi Detached House

Guide: £60,000 plus

577 & 578 Parkfield Rd, Wolverhampton
Two Terraced Properties with Planning
Consent for 2 Bungalows to the Rear.

Guide: £99,000 plus

241 Coalway Road, Merryhill
2/3 Bedroom Dormer Bungalow

Guide: £48,000 - £53,000

14 Elm Street, Chapel Ash
3 Bed Dormer Bungalow

Guide: £49,000 - £54,000

7 Walsall Street, Wednesbury
Former Commercial Property with Planning
Permission to Change to Single Dwelling

Guide: £25,000 - £30,000

167 New Hampton Road East,
Wolverhampton

2 Bed Detached Bungalow
Guide: £39,000 - £44,000

View: Thurs 16 Feb 12:15 & Tues 21 Feb 14:00

View: Sat 18 Feb 15:45 & Mon 20 Feb 10:00

View: Wed 15 Feb 10:00 & Mon 20 Feb 16:00

View: Sat 18 Feb 10:00 & Mon 20 Feb 15:45

View: Thurs 16 Feb 10:00 & Tues 21 Feb 16:15

View: Sat 18 Feb 14:45 & Mon 20 Feb 11:00

View: Wed 15 Feb 11:15 & Mon 20 Feb 14:45

View: Sat 18 Feb 14:00 & Mon 20 Feb 11:45

View: Thurs 16 Feb 13:00 & Tues 21 Feb 13:15

View: Sat 18 Feb 12:30 & Mon 20 Feb 13:15

View: Wed 15 Feb 12:00 & Mon 20 Feb 14:00

View: Sat 18 Feb 13:15 & Mon 20 Feb 12:30

View: Thurs 16 Feb 9:45 & Tues 21 Feb 16:15

View: Sat 18 Feb 11:45 & Mon 20 Feb 14:00

External Viewings Only

View: Sat 18 Feb 10:45 & Mon 20 Feb 15:00

79 Florence Rd, West Bromwich
3 Bed Semi Detached House
Guide: £168,000 - £173,000

1 St Martins Close, Parkfields
2 Bed End Terraced House
Guide: £39,000 - £44,000

42 Norton Close, Smethwick
A three storey inner town house, in need of

extensive repair and modernisation.
Guide: £34,000 - £38,000

32 Castle Road, Tipton
Detached Property, Converted
into Two Self-Contained Flats

Guide: £50,000 plus

www.sdlbigwood.co.uk 0121 233 5046@SDLBigwood
FURTHER VIEWINGS TIMES AVAILABLE. PLEASE CONTACT US ON 0121 233 5046 FOR FURTHER DETAILS

at Aston Villa Football Ground
23rd February 2017132 LOTS to include:
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humberstones Bearwood: 0121 434 4345
Quinton: 0121 422 1188

CHESTNUT ROAD, OLDBURY
lNO UPWARD CHAINl SUPERB, EXTENDED 4 bed semi detached home in POPULAR location
with SPACIOUS 27ft through lounge/dining area, BREAKFAST room, FITTED kitchen, GARAGE, and
pleasant GOOD SIZED rear garden. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating: C.

£249,950

NEW

CENTRAL BEARWOOD
NO UPWARD CHAIN - in the heart of BEARWOOD close to BOTH Warley Woods & Lightwoods Park
in SOUGHT AFTER road. 26ft lounge diner with 15ft kitchen to rear. 3 bedrooms & bathroom
with WHITE SUITE on 1st floor. Mature gardens with PRIVATE aspect. Gas central heating & UPVC
double glazing fitted. EPC rating: E

TBC

COM
ING

SOO
N

MILCOTE ROAD, BEARWOOD
EXTENDED & MODERNISED 3 bed home with NO CHAIN & GARAGE to rear. Having SPACIOUS
25ft REFITTED breakfast kitchen, 14ft Lounge & SEPARATE dining room, DOWNSTAIRS REFITTED
bathroom & UPSTAIRS REFITTED shower room. PLEASANT garden MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating:
G.

£225,000

NEW

EDINBURGH ROAD, OLBDURY
EXTENDED home with 4 DOUBLE bedrooms - well presented home with lounge, REFITTED
kitchen diner, REFITTED utility room, d/s WC & UPVC CONSERVATORY. 3 bedrooms & REFITTED
bathroom on 1st floor. 17ft master bedroom with EN-SUITE shower room. DRIVEWAY to front.
LANDSCAPED garden to rear. GCH & UPVC DG. EPC rating: C

£179,950

NEW

WESTON ROAD, BEARWOOD
WELL PRESENTED 2 bed mid terrace in POPULAR BEARWOOD location, with staircase from the
landing to USEFUL loft room, lounge and SEPARATE dining room, ENLARGED and RE-FITTED
kitchen, ATTRACTIVE bathroom, PLEASANT garden. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC tbc.

£174,950

NEW

WHITE ROAD, SMETHWICK
WELL PRESENTED, 3 bed mid terrace with ADDITIONAL attic room, most CONVENIENT for local
shops, offering SPACIOUS 26ft through lounge/dining area, 13ft FITTED kitchen, ATTRACTIVE
bathroom. gch & dg. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating: D

£139,950

NEW

POTTERY ROAD, OLDBURY
SUPERB, modern, 2 DOUBLE bedroom GROUND FLOOR apartment with EN-SUITE SHOWER ROOM
to master, having SPACIOUS 18ft open plan lounge and FITTED kitchen area, FAMILY bathroom,
GATED residents PARKING at rear. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating: C.

£124,950

NEW

BARRS STRET, OLDBURY
2 DOUBLE bedroomed mid terrace with NO UPWARD CHAIN, handy for LOCAL train station, offer-
ing SPACIOUS 13ft lounge, BREAKFAST kitchen, 2 GOOD SIZED double bedrooms, REAR GARDEN.
dg & gch. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating: E.

£89,950

NEW

MILTON COURT, SMETHWICK
WELL PRESENTED 2 bedroomed first floor RETIREMENT flat, with NO UPWARD CHAIN, and LIFT
to all floors, most CONVENIENT for BEARWOOD town centre, offering SPACIOUS 17ft lounge,
ATTRACTIVE kitchen. Communal RESIDENTS lounge and PLEASANT communal garden. MUST BE
VIEWED. EPC rating: C.

£64,500

NEW

MILTON COURT, SMETHWICK
DECEPTIVELY SPACIOUS, retirement flat, MOST CONVENIENT for BEARWOOD TOWN CENTRE,
approached via a communal entrance and comprising :- Entrance hall, spacious lounge, kitchen,
2 BEDROOMS, bathroom, Communal garden, COMMUNAL LOUNGE, communal parking area. NO
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC C. BEARWOOD OFFICE.

£62,000

NEW PRICE

New
clients
only

No sale
no fee

No
withdrawalfees

Thinking of Selling
Your Home?

Thinking of Selling
Your Home?

Based on 8 week sole agency - subject to fee of 1% plus VAT (minimum fee
£1500 + VAT) - 25% discount calculated from average fee of £2000 + VAT

(Humberstones Homes 2012). If you have already given instructions to another
agent for the sale of your property then please check their terms and conditions

to avoid any liability to pay more than one commission.

!!!!!!!Off Fees!
2 localbranches forthe price of 1
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Elsma Road, Oldbury

Offers in the region of £199,950

= Detached Property
= Two Double Bedrooms
= Breakfast Kitchen

= Conservatory
= Off Road Parking & Garage
= EP Rating C

NEW

Devon Road, Bearwood

Offers in the region of £234,950

= Charming Semi Detached
= Three Bedrooms
= Two Reception Rooms

= No Upward Chain
= Ideal Family Home
= EP Rating E

NEW

PRIC
E

Abbey Road, Bearwood

Offers in the region of £184,950

= Delightful Mid Terrace
= Two Double Bedrooms
= Two Reception Rooms

= Garage To The Rear
= Ideal First Purchase
= EP Rating D

NEW

Aubrey Road, Harborne

Offers in the region of £210,000

= Most Attractive Semi Detached
= Two Double Bedrooms
= Stunning Breakfast Kitchen

= Ground Floor WC
= Conservatory
= EP Rating D

NEW

Beakes Road, Bearwood

Offers in the region of £129,950

= Well Presneted Mid Terrace
= Two Double Bedrooms
= Two Reception Rooms

= Period Features
= Ideal First Purchase
= EP Rating D

NEW

Upper St. Mary’s Road, Bearwood

Offers in the region of £164,950

= Two Bed Mid Terrace
= Two Reception Rooms
= Modern Style Kitchen

= Ideal First Purchase
= Period Features
= EP Rating E

NEW

Bishopton Road, Bearwood

Offers in the region of £194,950

= Most Attractive Mid Terrace
= Two Double Bedrooms
= Two Reception Rooms

= Modern Style Kitchen
= Situated In The Heart Of Bearwood
= EP Rating E

NEW

Rathbone Road, Bearwood

Offers in the region of £189,950

= Beautifuly Presented Mid Terrace
= Two Double Bedrooms
= Bay Fronted Through Lounge

= Stunning Modern Kitchen
= Ideal First Purchase
= EP Rating E

NEW
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connells.co.uk

WesT BRoMWIcH

0121 525 1177 westbromwich@connells.co.uk
3 Astle Park, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 8ns

WednesBuRy

0121 556 2338 wednesbury@connells.co.uk
22 springhead, Wednesbury, West Midlands Ws10 9Ad

SOLD IN THE FIRST WEEK BEFORE GOING LIVE ON THE INTERNET! A well
presented extended three bedroom semi detached property being an ideal
first time purchase. Property comprising two reception rooms, 22ft kitchen
diner, downstairs WC, upstairs bathroom, rear garden, ample off road parking.

£149,950
Meryhurst Road,
Wednesbury

SSTC
in 7 dayS

lANOTHER HOUSE SOLD IN LESS THAN 7 DAYS OVER ASKING PRICE
BY OUR OPEN HOUSE EVENT - CALL CONNELLS ESTATE AGENTS YOUR
NUMBER ONE AGENT IN WEDNESBURY HOW WE CAN HELP YOU SELL
YOURS!l A beautiful mid terrace property, being an ideal starter home.

£125,000
Carrington Road,
Wednesbury

SOLD IN

24 HOurS

A modern two bedroom ground floor apartment with no upward chain.
Comprising open plan lounge/kitchen area, bathroom, two bedrooms
& secure electric gated parking, Property is an ideal buy to let or first
time purchase. Lease is 125 years from 1 January 2007

£63,950
Brickhouse Lane
South, Tipton

new

lSOLD WITHIN 24 HOURS AND ON THE FIRST VIEWING!l
Viewing advised on this well presented first floor appartment. The
accommodation comprises: lounge, fitted kitchen, two bedrooms,
shower room and study.

£90,000
Paul Street, Wednes-
bury

SOLD IN

24 HOurS

Connells Estate Agents in Wednesbury are pleased to release a range of
four BRAND NEW two bedroom detached bungalows. Accommodation
comprises lounge, kitchen, bathroom, two bedrooms, off road parking,
double glazing and central heating. Reservations are being taken now

£180,000
Leabrook Road
Wednesbury

BUNGALOW

Viewing is highly recommended on this well presented traditional three
bedroom home located in a cul-de-s location. Accommodation comprises
22ft lounge with dining area, extended kitchen, upstairs bathroom, 26ft garage
to the side, rear garden & generous off road parking. Ideal first time purchase.

£124,950
Alma Avenue,
Tipton

new

A stunning range of two bedroom semi detached properties by Mar
City homes. Call Connells to view on 01215562338. l£100,796 HELP
TO BUY PRICE - £125,996 NORMAL PRICEl PLOT 29 THE REA -
PLOT OF THE WEEK REDUCED BY £2000!

£100,796
The Rea, Mill Street,
Tipton

new
HOMe

A traditional three bedroom, mid-terrace property benefiting from
NO UPWARD CHAIN. Briefly comprising of: lounge, kitchen diner,
upstairs bathroom, rear garden, double glazing and central heating (as
specified)

£95,000
King Edward Street
Darlaston

new

lARE YOU A FIRST TIME BUYER? LOOK NO FURTHERl A modern
two bedroom property in a cul-de-sac location being a fantastic first
time purchase. Having no upward chain property comprising lounge,
kitchen diner, upstairs bathroom, rear garden, off road parking,

£114,950
Peel Close,
Darlaston

new

lANOTHER HOUSE SOLD BY CONNELLS IN LESS THAN 24 HOURS
ON THE FIRST VIEWING & AT FULL ASKING PRICEl Three bedroom
semi detached proeprty having two reception rooms, fitted kitchen,
first floor bathroom, separate WC, rear garden.

£135,000
Churchfields Road,
Wednesbury

SOLD IN

24 HOurS

A well presented ground floor apartment situated on the popular College
fields development, which is within walking distance to the duck pond.
The accommodation features: entrance hall, living room, fitted kitchen,
bathroom, two bedrooms and allocated parking. NO UPWARD CHAIN.

£115,000
Wedgbury Close,
Wednesbury

new

Mortgagees in possession are now in receipt of an offer for the sum of £84,000 for
17 Margaret Road, WS10 7QT. Anyone wishing to place an offer on the property
should contact Connells, 21-22 Springhead, Wednesbury, WS10 9AD, 0121
5562338 before exchange of contracts or within the next 7 days whichever is sooner.

£84,950
Margaret Road
Darlaston

CHAIN
FREE

Castleview Court, Wednesbury, Moxely, WS10 8SE. The development offers a stunning range
of two, three and four bedroom homes. Property comprises of three bedrooms, master having
en-suite, lounge, kitchen diner, downstairs wc, bathroom, driveway for two vehicles, rear
garden, double glazing & central heating. Help to buy is available. Call us for more information.

CastleView Court,
WS10 8SE

new
HOMe

lSOLD WITHIN 24 HOURS ON THE FIRST VIEWING AND ACHIEVED
FULL ASKING PRICEl A well presented three bedroom semi
datached property thats an ideal first time purchase.

£134,950
Broadwaters Road
Darlaston

SOLD IN

24 HOurS

lTWO BEDROOM PROPERTY WITH 3RD BEDROOM/STUDYl Tameside,
The Views is a spacious, energy efficient two bedroom house, with a master
bedroom with ensuite, laundry/study room which can be used a third bedroom,
lounge, kitchen diner, and plenty of storage. lCALL CONNELLS TO RESERVEl

£134,950
Crankhall Lane
Wednesbury

new
HOMe

A three bedroom semi-detached property briefly comprising of double
glazing &central heating, lounge, fitted kitchen, downstairs w/c, first
floor bathroom, enclosed rear garden and driveway providing off-road
parking.

£122,500
Oxford Street
Wednesbury

SSTC
in 7 daySGOLD

If you’ve answered yes then maybe it’s worth contacting your number one local Connells office,
in Wednesbury. Contact us on 01215562338 or email us Wednesbury@connells.co.uk

for your FREE market appraisal.

ARE YOU LOOKING TO SELL YOUR PROPERTY?
ARE YOU STILL ON THE MARKET UNSOLD?

G D
NATIONAL ESTATE

AGENCY OF THEYEAR
WINNERS2016

& GOLD NATIONAL
LETTINGS AGENCY

WINNERS2016!
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Connells Estate Agents in Wednesbury
your number one local office offer

a wide range of services available to
help you. As well as selling and letting
advice we also offer advice on the
housing market, free mortgage advice &
conveyancing services.

Connells, Wednesbury is located in a
prominent position in the town centre on
the corner of Spring Head and Ridding Lane
which has a high foot fall of passing traffic
with our 24 hour illuminated LED window
displays. Here at Connells we take pride in
providing customers with an efficient and
personal service to suit your needs. All of our
staff live within Wednesbury and have a wide
knowledge of the local area.

Due to our success over the recent years
and continuously being the number one agent
in Wednesbury, we have extended the sales
office in 2016/2017 to accommocate our high
business levels and our growing business.

So, if you’re thinking of Selling, Letting,
Buying, Renting or need mortgage advice,
then come into our recently extended and
refurbished office and speak to one of our
local friendly staff, we’d be delighted to
help you.

Contact us on 0121 556 2338 or
email: Wednesbury@connells.co.uk
Branch Manager - Ross Saddington.

What our customers say about us

From left to right
Joni Saddington, Leah Eckersley, Samantha Page, Ross Saddington, Nathan Harris, Richard Purcell, Daniel Evans.

SALES TESTIMONI
AL

We used Ross from Connells in Wednesbury to
sell our home and I

can’t express how much o
f a brilliant job they did. R

oss and the girls

in the office were fantasti
c from start to finish. They mana

ged to sell

my home before it was liv
e on the internet. I would

advise anyone

looking to sell in this area
to contact Ross to sell you

r home as you

won’t find anyone better. From Mr & Mrs O

LETTINGS TESTIMONIALI would like to thank Daniel and the lettings team at Connells.We have used the office on a number of occasions and the service isalways as it should be. I would recommend any landlords looking torent their properties to use Connells. All of the properties I have giventhem have been let agreed on the first viewings with no hassle.
From Mr & Mrs W

35

S
a

n
d

w
e

ll C
h

ro
n

ic
le

  Thursday, February 16, 2017



• Birmingham • Erdington • Stoke-on-Trent • Walsall
• Burntwood • Lichfield • Sutton Coldfield • Wednesbury
• Brownhills • Milton Keynes • Tamworth • Wednesfield
• Cannock • Stafford • Telford • Wolverhampton

Offices located in

Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter

View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com

NE
W

OIRO £200,000

• Spacious House
• Modern Throughout
• Four Bedrooms
• Kitchen/Diner
• Master En-Suite
• Modern Bathroom
• Enclosed Rear Garden
• Gas Central Heating

Great Bridge Road,Bilston

Offers in the region of £199,950

• llGoodchildslll
• End Terraced
• Four Bedrooms
• Living Room
• Kitchen
• Family Bathroom
• Double Glazed
• Gas Central Heating

Bloomfield Road,Tipton

• llGoodchildsll
• Semi Detached
• Three Bedrooms
• Living Room
• Kitchen/Diner
• Family Bathroom

Church Hill,Wednesbury

OIRO £155,000

SOLD

Subje
ct to

Contr
act

• llGoodchildsll
• Terraced
• Three Bedrooms
• Two Reception Rooms
• Downstairs W.C
• Kitchen/Diner
• Double Glazed
• Rear Garden

King Street,Wednesbury

Offers in the region of £145,000

• Attention investors!
• In need of refurbishment
• Extended property
• Three bedrooms
• Off road parking
• Double glazed
• Gas central heating
• Close to local amenities

Southgate Road,Birmingham

Offers In The Region Of £140,000

• 10 year NHBC warranty
• Allocated parking space
• Two bedrooms
• Downstairs WC/cloakroom
• Private rear garden
• White sanitaryware with chrome fin-

ish taps
• Perfect for first time buyers

Primary close,Wolverhampton

From £134,995

No

Ch
ain

• llGoodchildsll
• Two Bedroom
• Semi Detached
• Living room
• Downstairs Shower Room
• Extended kitchen/diner

Coles Lane,West Bromwich

OIRO £124,950

NE
W

• Garage
• Ideal for first time buyers and investors
• Two bedrooms
• Generous living space
• Close to local amenities
• Double glazed
• No upward chain
• Ideal access to M6

King Street,Wednesbury

Offers In The Region Of £110,000

SOLD

Subje
ct to

Contr
act

• Immaculately presented
• Cul de sac location
• Brilliant access to M6
• Close to local amenities
• Two bedrooms
• Enclosed rear garden

Houliston Close,Wednesbury

OIRO £110,000

SOLD

Subje
ct to

Contr
act

• Ideal for any first time buyer or investor
• New UPVC double glazing
• Decked area to rear garden
• Quiet location
• Close to local amenities
• Perfect for access to Birmingham

Moor Street,Wednesbury

OIRO £100,000

• Three bedrooms
• Two reception rooms
• Fitted kitchen
• Family bathroom
• On road parking
• Ideal for investors and first time buyers
• Three-story
• Gas central

Gough Street,Willenhall

OIRO £89,950

• llGoodchildsll
• Upper Floor Flat
• Two Bedrooms
• Lounge/Kitchen
• Double Glazed
• Allocated Parking
• Must View
•

Blenheim Drive,Wednesbury

Offers in the region of £85,000

• llGoodchildsll
• Second Floor Apartment
• Entrance Hallway
• Kitchen
• Living Room
• Family Bathroom
• Master Bedroom
• Second Bedroom

Brookside,Wednesbury

Offers in the region of £83,950

SOLD

Subje
ct to

Contr
act

• Semi Detached House
• Three Bedrooms
• Kitchen/Diner
• Double Glazing
• Gas Central Heating
• In Need Of Modernisation

Lunt Road,Bilston

OIRO £79,950 12708076

NE
W

• Upper Floor Maisonete
• Double Glazing
• Gas Central Heating
• Family Bathroom
• Two Bedrooms
• Living Room

Princess Grove,West Bromwich

OIRO £80,000

NE
W

• Modern Apartment
• One Double Bedroom
• Re-Styled Kitchen
• Re-Styled Shower Room
• Lounge/Diner
• Double Glazing

St. Lukes Road,Wednesbury

OIRO £69,950

• llGoodchildsll
• Three Bedrooms
• Living Room
• Bathroom
• Kitchen
• Gas Central Heating

Churchfield Avenue,Tipton

OIEO £45,000

Wednesbury
0121 5067670
16 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, WS10 7HQ

Call 0121 5067670 today for
your Free Market Appraisal
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607
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• Birmingham • Erdington • Stoke-on-Trent • Walsall
• Burntwood • Lichfield • Sutton Coldfield • Wednesbury
• Brownhills • Milton Keynes • Tamworth • Wednesfield
• Cannock • Stafford • Telford • Wolverhampton

Offices located in

Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter

View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com

Let A
greed

• Newly refurbished
• Double Glazing
• Fitted Kitchen
• Fitted Bathroom
• Dhss considered
• ?Deposit on application

Darlaston road,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental of £495

Let A
greed

• Four Bedroom New build property
• Gas central heating
• Double Glazing
• Large rear garden
• Driveway
• Fitted Kitchen

Dick Sheppard Avenue,Tipton

Monthly Rental £725

Let A
greed

• Two Bedroom Apartment
• New Build First Floor
• Communal Entrance/Stairs
• Hallway
• Lounge/Kitchen
• Bathroom with Shower Over

Wiley Road South,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental Of

Let A
greed

• Two Bedroom Mid Terraced
• Double Glazing
• Gas Central Heating
• Front Garden and Rear Gardens
• Upstairs Family Bathroom
• Applicants Awaiting property of this style

Station Street,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental £425

Let A
greed

• First Floor Apartment
• Central Location
• Good Transport links
• Electric Heating
• Off Road Parking
• DHSS ACCEPTED

Talbot House,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental £325

Let A
greed

• Entrance Hallway
• Bedroom
• Bathroom
• Open Plan Living Area
• Small Front Garden
• Double Glazing

Hurstcroft Road,Birmingham

Monthly Rental £450

Let A
greed

• Two Bedrooms First Floor Apartment
• Double Glazing
• Fully Fitted Kitchen
• En Suite Bathroom to Master Bedroom
• Allocated Parking
• SORRY NO DHSS

Purlin Wharf,Dudley

Monthly Rental £500

Let A
greed

• Two Bedroom First Floor Apartment
• Double Glazing
• Fully Fitted kitchen
• Allocated Parking
• SORRY NO DHSS
• Must view

Bedford Street,Tipton

Monthly Rental £475

Let A
greed

• Ground Floor One Bedroom Apartment
• Double Glazing
• Electric Heating
• Allocated Parking
• Fully Fitted Kitchen
• Applicants Awaiting property of this style

Holyhead Road,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental £475

Let A
greed

• Newly Refurbished
• Three Bedroom semi detached
• Off road parking
• Double Glazing
• Gas central heating
• Downstairs toilet

Coronation Road,Tipton

Monthly Rental £650

Let A
greed

• Two Bedroom Upper floor apartment
• Double Glazing
• Secured Gates entrance
• Allocated parking
• Fitted Kitchen
• Fitted Bathroom

Wedgbury Close,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental £525

Let A
greed

• One Bedroom
• Lounge
• Fitted Kitchen
• Fitted Bathroom
• Off Road Parking
• SORRY NO DHSS

Myvod Road,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental £400

Let A
greed

• Three Bedrooms Detached
• Double Glazing
• Gas Central Heating
• Off Road Parking
• Rear Garden
• DHSS ACCEPTED

Tilley Street,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental £495

Let A
greed

• Two Bedroom Semi Detached
• Double Glazing
• Gas central heating
• Front and rear garden
• Off Road parking
• Sorry no dhss

Durham Road,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental £450

Let A
greed

• Two Bedroom Ground Floor
• Off Road Parking
• Double Glazing
• Fitted Kitchen
• Fitted Bathroom
• SORRY NO DHSS

The Avenue,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental £450

Let A
greed

• One Bedroom upper Floor Flat
• Electric Heating
• Fitted Kitchen
• One Months Deposit
• 50% Off Process Fees
• Secure Entrance

Spring Head,Wednesbury,

Monthly Rental £300

Let A
greed

• Well Presented Three storey Three bed-
room house

• Fitted Kitchen With dining room
• Fitted Bathrooms
• Downstairs W.C
• Spacious living Room

Macdonald Close,Oldbury

Monthly Rental £700

Let A
greed

• Three Bedroom semi detached house
• Large driveway
• Gas central heating
• Double glazing
• Rear garden
• Utility room

Coronation Road,Great Barr

Monthly Rental £695

Let A
greed

• Semi detached property
• Gas central heating
• Double Glazing
• Off road parking
• Front and Rear garden
• Downstairs WC

Dangerfield Lane,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental £495

Let A
greed

• Two Bedroom
• First Floor
• Ensuite
• Fitted Kitchen with Appliances
• Allocated Parking
• Secured Entrace

Bagnalls Wharf,Wednesbury

Monthly Rental £475

Wednesbury
0121 314 9526
4 Woden House, Market Place, Wednesbury, WS10 7AG

Call 0121 314 9526 today for
your Free Market Appraisal
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607
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PAULDUBBERLEY.CO.UK

0121 505 3533 wednesbury@pauldubberley.co.uk
97 Walsall Street, wednesbury WS10 9BY

WEDNESBURY

Charlotte Road, Wednesbury, WS10
£110,000

End-terraced 3 BEDROOM home with a REAR EXTENSION, property has
OFF ROAD PARKING to the front, is close to all local amenities and GREAT
TRANSPORT LINKS. Offering NO CHAIN.

Hall Street
£69,500

Accommodation includes two bedrooms, a lounge, modern kitchen &
bathroom. Externally, the property benefits from an allocated parking
space.

Kent Road, Wednesbury, WS10
£135,000

SSTC within 1 week at asking price!

SOLD

Shaftesbury Road, Wednesbury, WS10
£125,000

TRADITIONAL three bedroom semi detached residence offering OFF
ROAD PARKING in a very SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION

SOLD

St Lukes Road, Wednesbury, WS10
£69,950

Fantastic 1 bedroom ground floor apartment with its own entrance porch
offers modern decor, great transport links and conveniently close to all
local shops and schools

Old Park Road, Wednesbury, WS10
£150,000

A lovely 3 bedroom FAMILY HOME OFFERING NO CHAIN. The property is
in a popular location surrounded by local ameneties and schools.

NEW

Hawthorn Road, Wednesbury, WS10
£150,000

Asking price offer acheived within 1 week!

SOLD

Cobham Road, Wednesbury, WS10
£120,000

A WELL PRESENTED END TERRACE PROPERTY BENEFITING FROM
OFF ROAD PARKING & A CONSERVATORY. Accommodation further
features three bedrooms, lounge, modern style kitchen & first floor

High Street, Moxley, Wednesbury,
WS10 £100,000

A well- presented THREE BEDROOM terraced family home offering
entrance hallway, downstairs WC, CENTRAL HEATING and DOUBLE
GLAZING (where specified). The property is in a PRACTICAL LOCATION

Old Park Road, Wednesbury, WS10
£60,000

A NEATLY PRESENTED END TERRACE BUNGALOW BEING OFFERED TO
BUYERS OVER THE AGE OF 55 - Priced as a 50% share & being situated
within a gated walkway the accommodation features two bedrooms

Vicar Street, Wednesbury, WS10
£109,950

TRADITIONAL END TERRACED property with 3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS.
The property is located close to Wednesbury town, has great transport
links and offering NO CHAIN

Birmingham Street, Wednesbury, WS10
£180,000

VIEWING HIGHLY ADVISED TO FULLY APPRECIATE THIS
WONDERFULLY MAINTAINED TRADITIONAL STYLE DETACHED FAMILY
HOME OFFERED TO THE MARKET WITH NO UPWARD CHAIN

Rooth Street, Wednesbury, WS10
£240,000

Beautifully presented semi-detached property having spacious
accommodation throughout. A mixture of characterful features and modern
fittings have been used to make this exceptional property unique. located

NEW

Cope Street, Wednesbury, WS10
£95,000

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY. DOUBLE FRONTED property in need of
modernisation. THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS and 2 RECEPTION ROOMS.
The property offers easy access to BUS ROUTES, M6 MOTORWAY and

Blenheim Drive, Wednesbury, WS10
£85,000

Modern TWO BEDROOM 2nd floor apartment. Close to all local amenities
and GREAT TRANSPORT LINKS, NO chain!

Delville Close, Wednesbury, WS10
£60,000

GROUND FLOOR MAISONETTE - NO CHAIN. Accommodation featuring
one double bedroom, lounge, kitchen & shower room. Externally, there are
communal grounds
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PAULDUBBERLEY.CO.UK

0121 525 2111 westbrom@pauldubberley.co.uk
290- 292 High Street, West Bromwich B70 8EN

0121 522 3733 tipton@pauldubberley.co.uk
73 Great Bridge, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 7HF

GREAT BRIDGE
WEST BROMWICH

Ivy Road, Tipton, DY4
£110,000

Semi Detached having double glazing, gas central heating. 3 Bedrooms

Quayside Walk, Dudley, DY2
£105,000

Modern Purpose built Ground Floor Luxury Apartment with Fantastic
Canal Views. Offering the benefit of upvc double glazing, electric heating,
superbly presented. 2 Bedrooms

Brickhouse Lane South, Tipton, DY4
£66,000

Modern Purpose Built Second Floor Apartment having the benefit of upvc
double glazing, security entrance doors and offering no upward chain.
Ideal buy to let investment. 2 Bedrooms

Bowater Street, West Bromwich, B70
£122,500

Spacious Middle Terrace offering excellent size family accommodation,
ideal for a first time buyer or buy to let investment. Having upvc Double
Glazing, electric Heating and the benefit of no upward chain. 3 Bedrooms

Tierney Drive, Tipton, DY4
£114,950

SOLD .. SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED

SOLD

Queen Street, Tipton, DY4
£100,000

Investment Opportunity with current tenant. Agreement till October 2017,
£525 per month.Semi Detached offering upvc double glazing, gas central
heating and cul de sac location. 3 Bedrooms

Eastfield Road, Tipton, DY4
£120,000

Spacious Middle Terrace having the benefit of double glazing, gas central
heating and spacious family accommodation. Ideal for a first time buyer.
3 Bedrooms

Holcroft Street, Tipton, DY4
£77,000

End Terrace Having The benefit of gas central heating, upvc Double
Glazing and No upward Chain. Ideal Buy to Let or good szie family home.
3 Bedrooms

Newhall Street, Tipton, DY4
£114,950

Superbly Presented Semi Detached Family Home having the benefit
of upvc double glazing and gas central heating. Immaculate spacious
accommodation for which viewing is highly recommended. 3 Bedrooms

Ash Road, Tipton, DY4
£119,950

Semi Detached Family Home Occupying an excellent corner position. 3
Bedrooms

Pel Crescent, Oldbury, B68
£180,000

A three bedroom modern style semi-detached house, entrance hallway,
downstairs WC, kitchen, lounge with dining area, upstairs family bathroom,
en-suite to the master bedroom, central heating, double glazing, garage

Temple Meadows Road, West Brom-
wich, B71 £170,000

A three bedroom semi detached property comprising of a porch, entrance
hallway, lounge, kitchen, sun room, upstairs bathroom, gas central heating
double glazing front and rear gardens, shared driveway and a garage

The Broadway, West Bromwich, B71
£139,950

A three bedroom semi-detached property comprising entrance hallway,
two reception rooms, kitchen, conservatory, upstairs family bathroom,
central heating double glazing and with gardens to front & rear

Princess Road, Oldbury, B68
£120,000

A three bedroom mid terrace comprising of hallway, lounge, kitchen and an
upstairs bathroom gas central heating double glazing and having gardens
to front and rear off road parking

Harvills Hawthorn, West Bromwich,
B70 £115,000

A three bedroom mid terraced house; shared porch, entrance hallway,
two reception rooms, kitchen and a downstairs bathroom, UPVC double
glazing, gardens to front and rear and a rear garage

Griffiths Road, West Bromwich, B71
£115,000

A two bedroom semi detached house comprising; entrance hallway,
lounge, kitchen, utility/sun room, upstairs bathroom, gas central heating,
double glazing, front and rear gardens, off road parking, garage

Crankhall Lane
£95,000

A well presented two bedroom first floor apartment comprising; open plan
lounge and kitchen, family bathroom, an en-suite shower room, electric
radiators,double glazing, and an allocated parking space

Overton Place, West Bromwich, B71
£90,000

A well presented two bedroom first floor maisonette comprising of an
entrance hallway, lounge, kitchen, bathroom, Economy 7 storage heating
communal gardens and a garage en-bloc. NO CHAIN

Old Meeting Street, West Bromwich,
B70 £85,000

A two bedroom second floor apartment comprising of hallways and stairs
leading to all upper floors, an entrance hallway, open plan lounge/kitchen,
gas central heating, UPVC double glazing and allocated parking

Grafton Road, West Bromwich, B71
£74,950

An investment opportunity to acquire a spacious one bedroom first floor
apartment located in a popular development of similar properties within
walking distance of Sandwell Hospital, West Bromwich Town
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Hurry,
offer ends 
05/03/17

You get more with Morris:

Full Stamp
Duty paid

Free fl ooring 
throughout

£1,000 towards
legal fees

2 & 3 bedroom homes from £149,750 or £119,800
with Help to Buy*

morrishomes.co.uk

Open daily: 
10:30am-5:30pm

The Forge,
Brades Rise,
Oldbury B69 2HG

It’s time to say so long to the landlord and hello to your very 
own home at The Forge, Oldbury. We have a range of
2 & 3 bedroom homes all available with Help to Buy and a 
5% deposit.

However with Morris, there’s more. We’ll give you a whole 
host of extras that will make your fi rst home even more 
special, so The Forge really is the ideal place to get a foot on 
to the property ladder. 

Speak to a Sales Advisor today on
01216 676986.

First time 
bonuses for first
time buyers.

Offers apply to plots reserved before 05.03.17 *Help to Buy scheme available on selected plots only, subject to terms and conditions. Price of £119,800 based on full purchase price of £149,750 when paying 80% up front with Help to Buy with an equity loan for the remaining 20% interest free for the fi rst 5 years. 
After year fi ve, you will pay a fee on the equity loan of 1.75%, rising annually by the retail price index plus 1%. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. Schemes subject to government allocation and are only available
on specifi c plots, subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to use of a mortgage broker from Morris Homes’ panel. For full terms and conditions visit morrishomes.co.uk/terms-and-conditions. Free fl ooring throughout, £1,000 towards legal fees and full Stamp Duty paid available on selected 
plots only, subject to terms and conditions. Offers apply to plots reserved before date shown. Details correct at time of print. Images representative only.
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Driveways & Patios Foot Health
Practitioner

Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

Carpets

Handyman

Aeriels

Locksmiths

Fencing

Electricians

Flooring

Decorating

Carpentry

Garage Doors

Plastering

Builders

Loft Ladders

MB electric

mbelectric.co.uk

0121 3690311

07939 503905

All domestic and commercial

electrical works undertaken

Home rewiring from £800

For a high quality
local service call :

LOW PRICES!
HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED

FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME
UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE,

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK

0121-565 4533

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE

OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS,

GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS

EST
1985

EST
1985

T & D FENCING

www.TandDfencing.co.uk

%

✁

✁

Member of the
Accredited Register of Foot

Health Practioners

Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MPS Pract
Foot Health Practitioner
Mobile: 07467 444448263

Email: alison.berrill@yahoo.co.uk

ColourZone
Interior & exterior painting
and decorating

0121 434 5679 07507 070786

• Special rates for OAPs
• 25 years experience
• Fully insured

MDB Electrical
Services

All Electrical
Work Undertaken
To BS7671-17th

Edition - Domestic,
Commercial,Industrial &
Repairs. Free Estimate

No Obligation
No Job To Small

Call: Mat 07572532097
Office: 0121 556 4600

mdbelectricalservicesuk
@gmail.com

Emergency Callout Service Available

M&B
PAINTING &

DECORATORS
Over 25 years experience

NO JOB TOO SMALL
All quotes include white paint

for woodwork and ceilings
For a FREE friendly quote

Call Mick on 07896054108
or Bart on 07825568581

Quality Doors
& Hardwood

Flooring

Dudley Road, Oldbury, Birmingham, West Midlands, B69 3DA
T: 0121 533 5428 F: 0121 544 7186 E: birmingham@laver.co.uk

Flooooooooooringgggg

PPProorovvooviddidngggng thhtheehhe
maamattaateetterreeriirriaaiiallaalsslls fooforroor youuour

grrgreerreaaeeattaat iddideaaea!

CLEANCARE
Carpet & Upholstery

Cleaners
Fully Trained

Insured
Est:over 12 years
Friendly service
For free quotes

Call
(07816) 817744

Tel:0121 503 0854

WE SUPPLY AND
FIT ALL TYPES OF
FENCING & SLABBINGFENCING & SLABBING
www.sandwellstoneandfencing.com

00112211 54444 77888833 40-45 Park Lane,
Oldbury B69 4LP

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding,

partitions, re-skimming and artex covering.

07538 718264

C.A. Plastering

CaNo job too small

NO CALL
OUT

CHARGE
24
HOUR

LockRite
Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks
Emergency lock & door opening
uPVC specialist Key Cutting on site
British Standard insurance
approved locks used- Bs3621
Double Glazing Unit Repairs

www.lockrite.org
Most major

credit & debit
cards accepted

Local father &
Daugther Locksmith &

SECURITY SERVICES

DBS (Disclosure and
Barring Service)

CHECKED

CALL NOW 0121 564 0049

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS
CW Joinery

www.cwjoinery.co.uk

6 Internal,
pre painted

doors fully fitted

for £375
complete with

Handles

• External doors supplied and fitted from £210
• Fit only, Paint or Stain available
• Fire doors fitted
• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available
Freephone 0800 019 3376
01922 709543 07810 122133

PVC NOW AVAILABLE

•• BBlloocckk PPaavviinngg •• SSllaabbbbiinngg •• BBrriicckkwwoorrkk
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing

• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing
For a FREE quote call:
0121 601 8034
07940 302064
07833 312126

L.M. Creative Gardens

g

T.L.S. Creative Gardening

0121-601-8034
07833-312-126
07906-867776

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk

Whitehouse
Electrical & Sons
Professional and reliable service

Registered Company EPP31221

• Complete Rewires
• Shower Installations
• Testing - Inspection
• Fuseboard Upgrades
• Domestic - Commercial
• Security Alarms
• Landlord Certs

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT
07766 105131

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk

Part P
Approved
Installer

Choose at Home Service
Free Quotations and Measuring.
We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples
bed and sofa brochures to your door

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T.
Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take

away old carpets free of charge
Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal.

FREEPHONE
0800 0853747
01902 880541

Adrian Bromley
0121 588 7116

Bromley Carpets / BedsAbleAb&

many instore items!
We will beat your BIG Superstores

SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS

Family Run Est since 1978

Bleach
Cleanable
Carpets
from

£3.99sq yd

Heavy Domestic
Saxony’s
from

£6.99 sq yd
was £14.99

Divan Beds
Singles from
£92

Double from
£142

3 + 2 Recliner in
Black or Brown
£699

Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est.,
Burton Road, Gornal DY1 3TD

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 | SUN 10-3PM

● TIPTON
● WEDNESBURY
● WALSALL
● WOLVERHAMPTON
● SEDGLEY
● WEST BROMWICH

● OLDBURY
● GREAT BARR
● SMETHWICK
● GORNAL
● DUDLEY

PLUS... 75%OFFUP
TO

COVERS
ALL AREAS

Terms &
conditions
apply

WE ARE
HERE

Gornal TyresMcDonalds

E
ve

La
ne

Jews

Kent Street

Broadway

B
urton

R
oad

La
ne

Lola Leather
Suite

EElleeccttrriicc
Beds

Electric
Chairs

from
££554499

ffrom
££899

Warehouse Unit D Dormston Trading Est

PPPLLLUUUSSS... 75TO
Click on-line for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk

J. J. Digital Aerials
Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite

WE GUARANTEE TO
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE

AERIALS £55 - SATELLITE £65
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST

Friendly, reliable service

0121 5306785/ 07919 597626

Cressage Paving
Specialists in:

Block Paving,Tarmacing,
Landscaping, Gravelling,

Patios, Forecourts,
Fencing and Driveways

All Groundwork undertaken

01384 944032
Mob: 07879 073702
www.cressage-group.co.uk

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION

Mini Digger &
Driver available

LOFT SERVICES
UPVC or Wooden Drop Down

Loft Hatch with Easiway
Aluminium Ladder

£185 fitted
New or enlarged Loft access

• LOFT FLOORING
• LOFT INSULATION

Call Carl on
0121 556 1761
07502 103997

See our website
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk

15 years’ experience

“For those little jobs that
just need doing”

Special OAP Rates
No job too small

Not sure?
Just call and to save you
cost I will call you back

07804 124 730

TThhee Handy
aanndd Odd
Job Man

LL MM SS
GGAARRAAR GGEE DDOOOORRSS
AAllll ttyyppeess ooff ddoooorrss
ssuupppplliieedd aanndd fifitttteedd

FFaasstt llooww ccoosstt ,, ssaammee
ddaayy rreeppaaiirrss

Foorr aa ffrreeee ssuurrvvr eeyy aanndd
qquuoottee ccaallll

00112211 555599 00445555
0077559922 111188770077

HUNTER BUILD
* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors
* Fascia and Soffits * Plastering and Tiling
* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business

For quote

07752 506695 | 0121 556 7203

To advertise your business and reach more than 61,597 potential customers...
Call us on...

01902 319590
E-mail us at...

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk
Post to...

Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Country
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG

Local
Specialists

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
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Wrought Iron

Rubbish Removal

Mobile Hairdresser

Plumbing & Heating

Skip Hire

Plumbing

Gardening Roofing

ALWAYS
V.S.K.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

HouseHold Waste,
sHed & GaraGe ClearanCe

House & Garden ClearanCe
tree FellinG,

also ConiFers lopped

0121-532 2392
FREE QUOTES

West Bromwich

Steve Smith Gas Services
07817 906745/ 01562 730882

• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts
• General/Breakdown Service
• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers,
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners
• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience

550781

J LGarden &Tree Services
Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling

Tree Felling
Garrrden Maintenance
All Debris Removed

Call Jason for a
No Obbbligation Quote

Fuuully Insured
Tel: 0001922 615936
Mob: 07809 431703

STONES SKIP HIRE
0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk

SPRINGHILL, HOCKLEY
BUILDING AND

FENCING SUPPLIES
• Concrete Products
• Massive Stock Fencing & Timber
• Sheds/Gates made to order
• Collection & Delivery Available
• Trade & Public welcome
• Open 7 Days

194-196 Springhill B18 7BS
0121 456 3555
07930 396620

Email najranfencing@gmail.com
Website www.najranbuildingandfencing.co.uk

ANY LIKE
FOR LIKE
QUOTE
BEATEN

NAJRAN

PRESTIGE
ROOFING PROFESSIONALS

Est 1998
All aspects of roofing work undertaken

New Roofs • Roof Repairs • Flat roof specialists
Flat roofs new or repaired • Slating and tiling

Chimney work and repointing work
Facias & Guttering

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE OR QUALITY

01527 907887
07787 771108

*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes

*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK
01384 213644 or 07733 226568

ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD

AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified,
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES

KEN
BANNISTER
Plumbing and Heating

All Plumbing,
Central Heating

undertaken.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Free estimate and advice

07964 997 845
0121 557 5958

MINI/MIDI
SKIPS

(0121) 520 3388
07721 387990

RUSSELL’S SKIPS

All installations and repairs
Supply and fit or fit only

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes
Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms)

w w.household-plumbing.co.uk

REGISTER

GAS &
PLUMBING
SERVICES

INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR
on all Boilers and Heating Systems

Bathrooms, Showers and
all plumbing work

Over 25 years experience
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires
24 HOUR EMERGENCYCALLOUT

Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414

IJL

TEL: 0795 041 2361

PATS GARDENING
SERVICES

All Gardening Work Undertaken
Tree Felling / Pruning
Garden Management

Fence Erection
Rubbish Removal

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes
Phone Pat day or night on…

TREE & GARDEN
SERVICESTREE & GARDEN
SERVICES

15%
OFF

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422

• Trees carefully pruned
• Specialist in maintenance free gardens
• Trimming
• Felling
• Turfing
• Pollarding
• Patios/Slabbing
• Block-paving specialists
• Drives
• Patios
• Paths Building work undertaken
• Tarmacing - Red or Black
Professional quality work at
competitive prices
All work undertaken

REGISTERED

221874

MCP PLUMBING
& HEATING

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating
Work Undertaken

Servicing and Repairs
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation

07852 150057

ELITE PLASTICS

For A Free Quote call
01384 468831 / 07985 575865
www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk

•FFasciias •SSofifitts •DDry VVerge
•Pointing •Gutter Cleaning And Repair
Premium Products Expertly Fitted
With Full Manufacture Guarantee.

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc
xtensions

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group)
Over 35 years experience

● Fast Roof Repairs ● Felt Work & Guttering
● New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys
● uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes
● All Building Work Undertaken
● All Work Guaranteed ● All Areas Covered

Combi Doc
Gas Safe registered 120506

Get your boiler serviced
and ready for winter

Special Offers
Now On!

Insulation, repairs and services on boilers,
fires and cookers

Install A band condensing boiler with
free wireless room stat from £1250

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience

07956 830204

Landlord
Gas Safety

Checks

Have you had
your boiler/fire

checked for Carbon
Monoxide??

Holt
ornamental
Ironworkr

Gates, Railings, Stairways.
Garden Balconies,
07966 526528

wwww.holtornamentalironwork.co.uk

Tom Corbett Roofing Services
Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199
• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed
• Slate & Tile Repairs

• Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing
• Gutter Replacement & Cleaning

30 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

FREE
QUOTATIONS

WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST

WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST
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Diamond accredited

Visit our new showroom
Unit B 15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF

Office open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday

01384 560856
info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk www.gasketsolutions.co.uk

• Boiler Services
• Landlord Checks
• Full Central Heating Systems
• Boiler Swaps and Conversions
• Bathroom Installations
• Power Flushing
• Gas Appliance Installations
• All Domestic Plumbing Work

ALL
WEATHER
ROOFING
Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat

Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges,
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE

Over 30 years experience

& 0121 420 1582
NO CALL OUT CHARGE
Mobile Number: 07947 839451

allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com

ROB’S
RUBBISH

A CHEAP RUBBISH
REMOVAL 7 DAYS

Small Jobs
NO PROBLEM

We load,
No Skips

Free Estimates
Garden, Household, Shed,

Garage, Fridges, White
Goods, House Clearances

0121 500 6033

EST.
20 YEARS

✂

P.S. Heating & Plumbing

Free Quotation
07961 140885
NATURAL & LPG GAS

Combi Boiler change from £950
Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more
SPECIALOFFERSON FULLHEATING SYSTEMS

301067

Fully
Insured up

to
£2 million

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
42
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  Thursday, February 16, 2017

Buy Local, Sell Local

FreeAds

IT’S
FREE
IT’S
EASY
For items up to £250

VISIT:
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk

Simply press the free ad icon.
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only.

By Phone 01902 317878
8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri.
Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays

Online
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk

In person
At your local Express & Star Office.
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm
Monday - Friday for the next day’s
advertisement or also before 3.00pm
Friday for Monday’s advertisement.
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funeral directors

When you need
us we’ll be there

24-26 Birmingham Street,
Oldbury, West Midlands,
B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170

359 High Street, West
Bromwich, West Midlands,
B70 9QG T: 0121 314 8964

www.centralengland.coop

In your time of need
we’ll take care of all the
funeral arrangements.

• Est. 1907
• 24 hour service

G. Gibbs
Funeral Directors
44 All Saints Way

West Bromwich B71 1PZ

0121 553 0442

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company.

Turn To Us For
Help and Support

1
Family

elderly &
disabled

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Medium size, 4 wheels, new 

batteries, super condition.
£395.

Can possibly deliver.
0121 440 2867 /
07804 239956.

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350
can deliver, servicing available.
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384
255019 / 07831 246292.

2
Leisure 
Time

boats & water
sports

OUTBOARD MOTOR WANTED,
anything considered, reasonably
priced. 01922 492321.

caravans /
motorhomes

We Want Your
Motorhome

Finance Cleared
Fast Secure Payment

Top Prices Paid
Please Call

AEG on 01384 848439 or
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk

WANTED
ALL CARAVANS

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted.
TOP PRICES PAID

Immediate collection.

CALL THOMAS
07717 280 996

caravans wanted

CARAVAN WANTED
Cash on pick up asap.

Caravan wanted.
Call me any time on

07717 090817.

car boot sales

   
  

   
       

      

   
CAR BOOT SALE

Saturday, February 18, 
8am - 10am

St Peter’s Church Hall.
Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich.

To book a stall call
07903 754123.

holidays

caravan parks

LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau-
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres
walking woodland £24,995 inc
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326.

what’s on

antique fairs

ANTIQUE/
COLLECTORS &
VINTAGE FAIR

COPTHORNE HOTEL, LEVEL ST. ,
MERRY HILL, DUDLEY, DY5 1UR
SUNDAY 19TH FEBRUARY

9AM - 4PM
07783 680 627

★

★

★

★

markets
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3
Home & 
Services

furniture

Reg charity
number:
1011712

Call us now on 01785 760715
for details or to arrange a FREE collection

Furniture not sold,
why not donate it?
We can turn your quality used
furniture into 1st class care

for patients at Katharine House

katharine
house
hospice
embracing life and living

DAVID GRUNDY Three  piece suite,
coffee and cream, cost new £6,000,
nearest offer £1,500, immaculate
condition. 0121 357 0306.

FURNITURE NOT SOLD why not
donate it to care for patients at
Katharine House Hospice. Call us
now on 01785 760715

LIGHT OAK coffee table, 2 drawers,
no marks, £30. Light oak lamp
table, with drawer, like new, £20.
Black chrome, TV stand, 40in plus
TV, £25. 0121 530 0518.

RATTAN CORNER 6 seater sofa,
cream cushions, with footstool, as
new, excellent condition, £500. Call
for details 07980 111864.

household
appliances

A BIG SALE NOW ON Gas and elec-
tric cookers, fires, autos, fridge
freezers, tumble dryers, built in
ovens, hobs and lots more. 01902
403770 Past and Present 24-26
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall).

COOK AND LEWIS single oven fan
and conventional with housing and
hob, £160. 07909 670048.

STOVES GAS cooker, double oven,
glass lid on hob, excellent condi-
tion, £100 ono. 07929 188564.

in your garden

Supply and Fit or DIY
Credit cards taken • Free quotes

WS3 2BQ
Freephone 0500 506041 or

01922 712184

WS3 2BQ
Bloxwich Fencing Ltd

Freephone 0500 506041
or 01922 712184

6x5
Lap Panels
£16 each (inc vat)

items for sale

ASH RECLAMATION
All reclaimed

building materials
UPVC doors and windows

New and Used
Gatehouse Trading Est.

Lichfield Road, Brownhills,
WS8 6JZ

01543 453222
07956 627367

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

ASH RECLAMATION new and
used building materials, upvc doors
and windows 01543 453222.

items wanted

ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE
CASH PAID TODAY

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft
•Lladro • Old coins  

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings

• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING

01922 495066 or 07971 783206
READERS ARE ADVISED to care-

fully consider all of their options
before agreeing to the sale of any of
their items.

WANTED FOR CASH three piece
sui tes,  up to  £100 pa id
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142.

pc’s, laptops &
accessories

CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified
technician and microsoft partner.
Repair and maintain laptops and
pcs.  V i rus removal ,  broken
screens, wifi, windows problem etc.
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481

blinds

BLINDS  I  CURTAINS  I  SHUTTERS  I  CARPETS

TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL  
ADVISOR CALL 0800 916 6563 OR VISIT hillarys.co.uk

*Ts & Cs apply

 

MADE-TO-MEASURE 
BLINDS SALE

*

 

aerials

Steve -
AA Digital Aerials

“I am very pleased
with the response

I get from my
Classified

Advertising
Contract”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST
CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount,
free quote/any area. 07850 330251

AA DIGITAL 
AERIALS

SATELLITE & CCTV
AERIALS FITTED FROM £75

Work Guaranteed

01902 858191 
01384 429166
01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857

✂

✂

alarms/security

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs
 12 Months Warranty

 All areas covered  
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791

bathrooms

JR Bathrooms & Wetrooms

07392 379741 or 01543 529648

Over 20 years
experience in bathroom
& kitchen installations.
TILIN /PLASTERIN /

FREE QUOTES

BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath-
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com-
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548.

JR Bathrooms Over 20 years expe-
rience in bathrooms and plastering.
07392 379741 / 01543 529648.

building services

DAVIES & SON BUILDERS
Over 35 years experience in the industry

All aspects of building work including:
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 

driveways & landscaping.
Discounts offered.

01902 579592 / 07837 994465

SOLAR CONSTRUCTION
Building work, extensions,
rendering, pointing, damp 

proofing, exterior paintings.
New roofs, re-slates, 

fascias, soffits, guttering.
ALL WORK FULLY INSURED 

AND GUARANTEED
CALL FREEPHONE

0800 959 6376

DA DAMP
PROOFING

APPROVED CONTRACTOR
All damp problems, roofing,
building &  plastering work

FREE QUOTES
07538 118034 or 01902 752161

building supplies

QUALITY DOORS AND HARD-
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices.
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428.

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Ti les,
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066.
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk

carpentry &
joinery

B & S JOINERY Six internal pre-
primed doors fully fitted from £370.
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625.

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY
Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors,
flooring, staircases and refurbs.
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733.

carpet fitters

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or
just fitted, quality samples brought
to your home, no job too small, free
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 /
07941 619694.

cleaning

SURE CLEAN SOLUTIONS
Domestic & Commercial cleaners
For all general cleaning of: Factories,
Offices, Houses, Shops, Retail Parks,
Front of shop cleaning. Also Garden
maintenance and Graffiti removal.

01922 334045

gardening
services

Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services

www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk
01922 898 710 / 07973 177 976

AAAll garden work, tree felling/lopping,
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf,

patios, fencing, block-paving etc.

J&B TREE CARE Landscape and
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes:
07786 166856/ 01922 449268.

gas fitting

Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975

GAS
SERVICES
• Boilers • Cookers
• Fires • Gas Checks
• Landlord Certificates
• Gas Leaks Traced

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired
Same Day Service

Free Quotes
DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs

   
    
     

   

READERS ARE ADVISED
To check that anyone 

carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered.

It is an offence under the Gas
Safety (Installation and Use)
Regulations 1998 to carry out
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register.

gates

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS,
etc. Free quotes, also repairs &
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours.

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in
supplying/ fitting gates and railings.
Free quotes: 07497 667752.

fencing

Michael -
Portway Fencing.

“I am extremely
happy with the

service I get from
my Express & Star
Classified Sales
Representative

and I would
recommend them

to anyone!”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
DELIVERS
RESULTS

SPECIAL OFFER
6 x 5 Heavy Duty Lap Panels
£12.95 each

Fitting service available or DIY.

0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm
Sat 8am - 12noon
83 Portway Rd, W’bury
www.portwayfencing.co.uk

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

handyman
services

YOUR LOC L ND N
FREE QUOTES

All work guaranteed, Most trades
covered, References available on

request. No job too big or too small!
CALL MIKE: 07947 621047

0121 6010479

DAVIES INSTALLATIONS Building
work, plumbing, decking, supply &
fit kitchens and bathrooms. Call:
07793 747829 / 01543 300444.

HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb-
ing, heating, gardening & decorat-
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free
quotes. 07850 559315.

LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing,
Plastering, Slabbing and Roofing.
01902 683100 or 07935 906384.
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4
Pets & 

Animals

Mr Causer.

I average around 1 to 2
phone calls a day from

customers as a direct result
of my Classified Advertising.

I am very happy with my
response levels.

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
DELIVERS
RESULTS

house clearances

ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE

Professional family run business
House clearances full or part, 

also garages, sheds etc.
Telephone Kev

07794 912844

A1 HOUSE
CLEARANCE
Full, part and single
rubbish removed.

Garage and
sheds cleared.
Leather 3 piece

suites and leather
chesterfields wanted.

01922 492007
A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid

for house clearances and bereave-
ments. Also removals undertaken.
07852 172641 / 07710 360327

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE Full, part
and single rubbish removed.
Garage and sheds cleared. Leather
3 piece suites / leather chesterfields
wanted. Call now 01922 492007.

kitchen fitters

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20
years experience. Call 07881
654757 or 01543 373233.

lock services

LOCKRITE local father and daugh-
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr
service. 01922 780078.

painters /
decorators

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING
service by RC Decorating. Free
competitive quotes: 07773 025880.

C&D DECORATING City & Guilds /
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring.
Free quotes, call 07973 286288.

LADY DECORATOR, full house or
one wall - to customer requirments.
For a quote call 07522 643706.

plans prepared

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans.
Drawn and submitted to council.
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037.
Email: adamdesign@sky.com

plastering

MINT PLASTERING
For the very best in plastering and rendering,

full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls,
stairs and landings from 200

30 years experience.
Free quotes. All work guaranteed

01922 606503 / 07519 694516
D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER-

ING Fast, clean, reliable service.
Also building work. Free Quotes
07793 747829 or 01543 300444.

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING
Services. Home/Garden Improve-
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30
yrs exp. All work guaranteed.
01922 606503 or 07519 694516.

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE
Clean and Reliable, All Work
Under taken,  A l l  Areas.  Cal l
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943.

plumbing &
heating

ALL PLUMBING WORK
UNDERTAKEN

No job too small or large.
Call Will for a free quote

07521 411108
A.A HEATING & PLUMBING. All

gas work. Install/ Service/ Repair.
Kitchen/ Bathrooms: 01922 660410

GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central
heating and Boiler changes. Gas
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497 826697.

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN
No job too small or large. Call Will
for a free quote on: 07521 411108.

plumbers

LAURIE KENNEDY domest ic
plumbing, no job too small, Insured.
No call out fee: 07901 345884.

removals

A & M CHEAP
REMOVALS

Local
Careful Firm

Full or Part loads
Call Don:

07749 941319
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your

Removal needs. 07429 453209/
01902 830870 / 01384 940260.

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN,
Removals, clearances, large/small.
01902 741546, 07899 635852.

KT HOUSE REMOVALS
12 years experience.

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS.
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED.

Free Quotes - Call Ric on:

07771 727119
KC REMOVALS We beat any quote,

full or part loads, all areas. Anything
considered. Call on 07867 862227.

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single
items to full load removals. Local /
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119.

roofing

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call
01902 238989 / 07580 465449.

skip hire

RUSSELL
SKIPS

Mini, midi skips
Prompt delivery / collection

(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990

A absolute affordable skip

MT SKIPS & GRAB HIRE

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56

SCRAP CARS
REMOVED FOR

FREE
Save £££s
All size skips and all areas covered
Same day delivery faster than a phone call!!!
Open 7 days a week

Grinsells Skip Hire.

“Thanks to
our Classified

advertising in the
Express & Star we

are really busy!

It definitely
works for us!”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
DELIVERS
RESULTS

AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available,
competitive prices. Call: 01922
711411(option 2) or 07592 940556.

GOLDSHILL SKIPS
Bring your own waste

cheaper than skips. General,
Green, Wood waste any size

vehicle. Phone for prices:
0121 557 3346

STONES SKIP HIRE
0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk

upholstery

MR B’S UPHOLSTERY

01543 500677 07738 851601

RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S,
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS,

CAR RETRIMS AND MORE.
www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk

service

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST
Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc,
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted.
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days.
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251.

Bill - TV Link

“TV Link are really
pleased with their

response from
their Classified

Campaign’’

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
DELIVERS
RESULTS

equestrian
corner

ALL READERS are advised to
check if Horses have the required
Passport information.

pets corner

NOTICE TO READERS
Please be aware that when

purchasing a puppy there are
some simple guidelines you can
follow to ensure that you are not
purchasing from a Puppy 

Farmer:
1. Try to ensure you visit the
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother.
2. Do not arrange to collect a
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder.
3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree.
Whi ls t  Mid land News
Association publications take
great care to avoid publication
of advertisements from Puppy
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers
purchase from this kind of 

establishment.

So could you by
calling our friendly
experienced Sales
Advisors on
01902 319191.

Every day our
customers get a
great response
from Classified
Advertising.

this space
could be
promoting
your
business

5
Business & 

Farming
business

opportunities
READERS are    recommended to
take  appropriate  professional
advice  before  entering any     obli-
gations.

commercial
premises

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in
Oldbury, West Bromwich and
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore
Properties 0121 520 5318.

6
Property

accommodation
to let

NO DEPOSIT
★MOVE IN TODAY★

Studios
from £90pw*

Rooms
from £65pw*
*Includes Most Bills

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST

01902 213121
J9accommodation.com

NOTICE TO READERS It is an
offence under the Accommodation
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency
to charge a fee simply for the regis-
tration of your requirements and/or
supplying particulars of premises to
let.

HIGH STREET, West Bromwich,
Modern Studio & 1 Bed Flats.
Walking distance to town centre.
Low rent / affordable deposit. DSS
35 + welcome. Call 07967 016425

overseas
property

FOR SALE
IN ALICANTE SPAIN

Four bed Villa.
Sleeps 11, kitchen, lounge and 

dining area, 3 bathrooms.
Fully furnished.

Large swimming pool.
Garage including car and 

private gated.
Plot in excess of 2000sqm.

Offers around £190,000 ono.
07711 058123.

NOTICE TO READERS
Readers are advised to seek

independent legal advice before
entering into any financial commit-
ments.

7
Jobs

guns & dogs

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS
Advertisers must ensure that
they meet all necessary legal
requirements for owning and 

using guns.

properties wanted

WE PAY 100% of purchase price

Sell your HOUSE - SIMPLE
You agree the price, we buy the house.
● NO AGENTS FEES
● FREE SOLICITORS

● COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU
● ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION

EVERY TIME!

BLACK
COUNTRY
HOMES

30yrs

CASH NOWCASH NOW wolverhampton
properties

We can
buy your

house in

FOR YOUR
HOUSE 2days0800 389 67880800 389 6788
01902 628047

• Legal Fees Paid
• No Fees
• Any Condition

• Guaranteed Offer
• Repossessions

Stopped

Lines open 24 hours a day 7 days a week subject to terms

0800 999 999 6
or 01384 226086 24/7 www.black-countryhomes.co.uk

“We have been advertising
in the Express & Star

and Chronicles for over
20 years and consider it a
key part of our business

with the regular flow
of calls, which our

advertising generates.”
Black Country Homes

BLACK
COUNTRY
HOMES

For great business results call

01902 319 191

Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer

“I am really pleased with
the response

I get from my Classified
Advertising!”

For great business results call

01902 319 191

Home Cash Buyer
Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish
£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££

Houses / Land Required
Ring Paul  24/7 Local 07870 341 089

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154
Walsall & Cannock area: Call  01922 432049

Wolverhampton: Call 01902  489901
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk

Need to sell your 
home fast?
We can help you 
make a fresh start

ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE
LOCAL COMPANY

you can clear your debts  
and make a fresh start

WHY NOT CALL US TODAY
for an informal, friendly and confidential chat?

0121 405 0767 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7

  
 

Purchase Agreed Within

7 DAYS

 |  

full time
telesales
advisor

Part of Express & Star Ltd

We are looking for a talented person
to join our sales team in Oldbury,
advising and selling response focused
advertising solutions to a range of local
businesses across our newspaper and
digital portfolio.

Key Responsibilities and Skills
•  Developing a firm business relationship

with customers in your territory.
• The ability to generate new business
• Exceed minimum sales targets.
• Creative and articulate.
•  Ability to identify the best advertising

opportunities to enhance a customer’s
response.

Minimum Experience
A proven track record in sales, preferably
in the media industry.A real desire
to succeed.
Offering a basic salary + commission.
Once fully qualified, you can expect to
earn O.T.E circa £30,000 p.a and benefi ts
including side by side coaching on site
in our academy and excellent career
progression for the right candidates.

Address

Midland News Association
51-53 Queen St, Wolverhampton,
WV1 1ES

Working Hours:
37.5 Hours between
Monday - Friday 9am - 5.30pm
Applications including full CV by email:
hr@mnamedia.co.uk

Closing Date:

27th February, 2017

cleaners

CLEANER required for deep clean /
window cleaning ASAP, in Darlas-
ton area. Wage negotiable. 

0121 568 7475.

courses

ADR COURSES WITH CRH
Now back in the Black Country.
From W/C 26th Sept 0121 3231777

Learn how to take blood
TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

Introduction to Phlebotomy
NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED

HIGH DEMAND IN:  Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD

More info
or to book:

BIRMINGHAM: 21-22 JUNE
WOLVERHAMPTON: 15-16 JULY

Accredited

geopacewww. .com

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification

dentistry

QUALIFIED DENTAL NURSE
required for  dental Practice in
Wednesbury - 3/4 days.Good 
communication skills & computer
knowledge is essential. Call 0121-
556 2451 or 07796261417 or email
CV to sh.heydari89@gmail.com

drivers

HGV CLASS 1 DRIVERS transport-
ing steel, £500 per week take
home. Call Dan at Butlers immedi-
ate start 07791 320040.

full time - general

 

    

 
 

DOMESTIC ASSISTANT

Warley Medical Centre
Oldbury

Part time domestic required for
large GP practice, 22.5 hours

per week (Monday - Friday
5:30am - 10:00am)

Previous experience of
working in a clinical 

environment preferred but not
essential.

Duties will include cleaning
offices and clinical

areas/rooms.
To apply please send your CV

and covering letter to
nshum@nhs.net

part time -
general

PART TIME MOBILE HOME CARE
ASSISTANTS required to visit
patients in their own home in the
Wednesfield Area. Please Ring
(01902) 602877

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY
For items upto £250.

Online at
www.expressandstar.com

/bookanad
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Motoring 9

Local 
Information

01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk

warehouse &
distribution

WAREHOUSE / STOCK
CONTROL OPERATIVE

Must have forklift truck licence.
Experience of overhead crane

preferred.

Duties include goods
inwards/despatch and stock

control for busy stainless steel
business.  Computer 

knowledge an advantage.

Birmingham City Centre

Please email:

quality@staystrip.co.uk

with CV.

cars over £1500

NISSAN NAVARA 2.5DCi

Black, 4 x 4, 52 plate, MoT
August, 124,000 miles, full
black leather, 4 new tyres,

possible PX.

£2,600

07902 098777.

SUBARU IMPREZA

2000W, turbo, 38,530 miles,
red mica, electric mirrors, fsh,
alarm, long MoT, one owner, 

CD. 

£7,995 ono.

01384 377209.

cars under £1500

ADVERTISERS ARE
REMINDED

that the Business Advertise-
ments (Disclosure) Order of
1977 requires that advertise-
ments must  c lear ly
differentiate between Private 

and Trade.

FORD ESCORT FLIGHT

1600cc, White, W reg, same 
family for 12 years.

All breaks over hauled in 2016,

sun roof and lots of bills and 
history, short MoT till May 2017.

New Invention area.

£550.

07887 765905.

FORD KA
2002, 3dr 1.3CC, 6 months
MoT, very clean and tidy, PAS, 

CD player, driven daily.

£380 ono
07722 921378.

KIA RIO

5 door, 2002.

MoT till end of February.

Good tidy car.

£350 ono.

07775 626258.

PEUGEOT 206 VERVE
SW 1.4 ESTATE

2006 reg, red, only 59k, alloys, 
sunroof, air con.

12 months MoT.

Stunning condition.

Only £1,395.

Telephone 07399 675758.

TOYOTA AVENSIS ESTATE
2004. 1800cc, petrol.

Burgundy.
MoT May 2017. 
Good condition. 

£750 for quick sale. 
01922 325249.
07970 659226.

VW GOLF GT TDi

V reg. 

Leather Interior. 

MoT. 

Good all round condition. 

£700. 

07765 223859.

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

commercial
vehicles

CITROEN BERLINGO Van, 57 reg,
87k, 1.6 HDi LX, side sliding doors.
8 months MoT. Excellent condition.
£895. 07432 010478.

scrap vehicles

OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded
that it is an offence under the Scrap
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy
scrap cars/metal for cash.

ABC AUTO SALVAGE
WANTED URGENT

Scrap & MOT Failures Best
Prices Paid ELV Registered

Spares Always Available 
0121 557 0800 or
0121 557 0400.
Oldbury Area.

vehicles wanted

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best
price for your unwanted cars/vans.
07903 549849, buyer will call.

public & legal
notices

LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES
For  convenience you
may fax any adver t is ing

requirements to
Marie Hogg on
01902 713146

or email marie.hogg@
expressandstar.co.uk

( remember to  inc lude a
name/contact  number for 

confirmation of receipt)

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984-SECTION 14(1)(a)
AND 16(2) OF THE MOTORWAYS TRAFFIC
(ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 1982
THE M5 MOTORWAY (JUNCTION 2 TO JUNCTION 4)
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTION AND PROHIBITION OF
TRAFFIC) ORDER 2017
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company
Limited (Company no. 9346363) intends to make an Order on
the M5 Motorway, in the City of Birmingham, the Metropolitan
Borough of Sandwell and the County of Worcestershire, to
allow bridge, telecommunication, lighting, resurfacing, general
maintenance and testing and inspection works to be carried out.
The effect of the Order will be to, at different times, -
(1) impose a 50 miles per hour speed restriction on the northbound

and southbound carriageways of the M5 from the centreline of
Wildmoor Lane underbridge at Bromsgrove, to the centreline of
Tat Bank Road/Stone Street underbridge at Oldbury;

(2) close, at different times,–
(a) the northbound carriageway of the M5 from its junction

with the exit slip road at Junction 4, to its junction with
the entry slip road at Junction 2;

(b) the southbound carriageway of the M5 from its junction
with the exit slip road at Junction 2, to its junction with
the entry slip road at Junction 4;

(c) any slip road leading to or from the M5 at Junctions 2, 3
and 4; and

(d) close various lanes of the northbound and southbound
carriageways of the M5, from a point 800 metres north of
the centreline of Carters Lane overbridge at Halesowen,
to the centreline of Park/Street underbridge at Oldbury;
and allow vehicles to use the hardshoulder.

The work is expected to start on Monday 6 March 2017 and
continue for approximately 8 weeks. The carriageway closures
will be in operation overnight between 21:00 hours and 06:00 hours
on weekdays, between 21:00 Fridays and 08:00 on Saturdays
and between 21:00 hours Saturdays and 10:00 hours on Sundays.
The slip road closures will be in operation overnight between
20:00 hours and 06:00 hours on weekdays, between 20:00 hours
Fridays and 08:00 hours on Saturdays and between 20:00 hours
Saturdays and 10:00 hours on Sundays. The speed restriction
and hard shoulder running will be in operation twenty four
hours a day for the duration of the works. The Order will come
into force on 3 March 2017.
Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade or ambulance
purposes will be exempt from the speed restriction and
closures. Vehicles being used for special forces purposes will
be exempt from the speed restriction, vehicles being used for
traffic officer purposes, in connection with the works or for
winter maintenance purposes will be exempt from the closures.
Diversion routes via the A491, the A456, and the A4123 will be
signed.
For further information please contact
Colin Jackson on 0300 470 3109.

Karen Eustace, an officer in Highways England Company
Limited.
Highways England Company Limited (Company no. 9346363)
registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford,
GU1 4LZ. A Company registered in England and Wales.

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Park Lane East, Tipton) (Temporary Road
Closures) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from
proceeding along Park Lane East, Tipton (Station Street – Slater Road). Traffic will be
diverted via Lower Church Lane, Dudley Port, Sedgley Road East, Victoria Road and
vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary
Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 06.00hrs on 09/03/17, effective
from 22/02/17. Road closures between 20.00hrs and 06.00hrs only on 22nd, 23rd, 24th,
27th, 28th February 2017, and 6th, 7th and 8th March 2017. Purpose – painting of high
pressure gas main by National Grid Gas Distribution Ltd.

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Queensway, Oldbury) (Temporary One-Way
Operation) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from
proceeding along Queensway, Oldbury (Tame Road to Aldridge Road) other than in a
northerly direction. Southbound traffic will be diverted via Aldridge Road, Brennand Road,
Perry Hill Road and Tame Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work
necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by
28/03/17, effective from 27/02/17. Purpose – work to renew a a gas main by National
Grid.

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Axletree Way, Wednesbury) (Temporary Road
Closures) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from
proceeding along Axletree Way, Wednesbury between A461 Wood Green Road and the
access road to Stuart Bathurst School – north / northwest bound carriageway only. Traffic
will be diverted via Myvod Road, Park Lane and Axletree Way. An additional diversion
route will be signed via A461 Wood Green Road, M6 J9 roundabout, Wood Green Road
and Axletree Way underpass. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work
necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by
24/02/17, effective from 20/02/17. Purpose – works asssociated with the upgrading
of the signalised junction at A461 Wood Green Road / Axletree Way by Sandwell MBC.

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Hollyhedge Road, West Bromwich) (Temporary
Road Closures) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from
proceeding along Hollyhedge Road, West Bromwich (between Lyndhurst Road and
Charlemont Road). Traffic will be diverted as follows: traffic approaching Hollyhedge Road
from Pennyhill Lane will be diverted via Hartland Road and Charlemont Road. Traffic
wishing to travel north along Hollyhedge Road will be diverted via Hollyhedge Road,
Heath Lane, Walsall Road and Charlemont Road. Traffic wishing to travel south along
Hollyhedge Road will be diverted via Charlemont Road, Walsall Road and Lyndhurst Road.
The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic
Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 24/02/17, effective from 21/02/17.
Purpose – works to install traffic calming measures by Sandwell MBC.

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

SECTION 97 & 99
REVOCATION OF PLANNING PERMISSION

Take notice that a formal request has been made by:
FCC Environment (UK) Ltd
To: Revoke Planning Consent DA/10465
For the development at: Former Edwin Richards Quarry (including former Turners Hill
Road and former Hailstone Quarry, off Portway Road, Rowley Regis, West Midlands
B65 9DN
The details of the request are available to view at the Council’s offices below and on the
council’s website – www.sandwell.gov.uk ‘View Planning Applications’ tab
Application No. DA/10465
Anyone who wishes to comment on this request should write to the council within 28 days
of the date of this notice to the address below:
Sandwell MBC
FAO: M Nicholls
Sandwell Council House
PO Box 2374
Oldbury
West Midlands
B69 3DE

public & legal notices SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
Regeneration and Economy

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England)
Order 2015

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the
beginning of each group of applications.
This is a major application.

DC/17/60197 Mr Patel Devan
Homes Ltd

Former Car Park
And Market
Great Bridge
Tipton

Proposed residential
development of 48
apartments with associated
parking and access.

This is a major application.

DC/17/60219 Mr Justin Howell
Countryside
Properties

Land At
Mafeking Road
Smethwick

Proposed variation of
condition 6 and removal of
condition 7 of DC/16/59812
– Amended drainage layout
(6) and SUDS/Drainage
Management (7).

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday)
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk).
Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting
the application reference number.
MR NICK BUBALO, Director – Regeneration and Economy

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

SECTION 97 & 99
REVOCATION OF PLANNING PERMISSION

Take notice that a formal request has been made by:
FCC Environment (UK) Ltd
To: Partially revoke Planning Consent DC/14/57743

For the development at: Former Edwin Richards Quarry Portway Road, Rowley Regis,
West Midlands B65 9DN
The details of the request are available to view at the Council’s offices below and on the
council’s website – www.sandwell.gov.uk ‘View Planning Applications’ tab
Application No. DC/14/57743
Anyone who wishes to comment on this request should write to the council within 28 days
of the date of this notice to the address below:
Sandwell MBC
FAO: M Nicholls
Sandwell Council House
PO Box 2374
Oldbury
West Midlands
B69 3DE

10
Personals

personal

ATTRACTIVE lonely  Female
seeking broadminded males within
a 20 mile radius.  01902 489 181.

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

general

DOES ANYONE KNOW
the whereabouts of Patricia
who catches the 529 bus to 

Walsall Food Bank,
she did volunteer work there.

Please contact David.
Box Number C20707,

Express and Star,
Queen Street,

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.

BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ONLINE AT
bookanad.

expressandstar.co.uk

and become one
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive
exclusive
special offers
& discounts.



Express & Star

REVIEW YOUR NEW
CAR BY VIDEO BEFORE
YOU TEST DRIVE!

r.com/drivetime

CE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE

VIEWS > DEALERSHIP INFORMATION

pressandstar

RIVING EXPERIENC

> VIDEO REV

exp

DR

>

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE
LATEST MANUFACTURER

& DEALER OFFERS
BY VISITING
OUR SHOW..

MOTORSHOW
..

OW
VIRTUAL
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Eager to please and great value
MG GS, FROM £14,995

Pulling over to the kerb to ask directions 
(no map, no idea where we were) the 
helpful granny knew the way. 

She also spotted the new MG GS we were 
sitting in on the first drive of the company’s 
first fresh model for years.

And, she confidently told grandson, aged 
about eight, that yes, ‘it was a new sort of MG.’

Well done gran. If an MG – long since built 
in China but designed in Birmingham still – is 
as easily recognised as this there might be a 
demand for more than the modest 1,000 the 
company hopes to sell here in a full year.

Two obvious factors will be instrumental in 
any sales success for the GS, latest entry in 
the SUV market where buyers clamour for 
something that looks tough and a bit off-roady 
but costs no more to run than a boring family 
hatch.

First possible sales clincher is the cost; with 
three versions of the GS priced at £14,995 
(Explore), £17,495 (Excite) and £19,495 
(Exclusive) with an automatic version of the 
latter at £20,995.

Each grade is several thousand pounds less 
than any obvious rival, named by MG as cars 
like the Honda CR-V, Kia Sportage and Nissan 
Qashqai. That’s an excellent start, as long as 
the MG GS does not disappoint on things like 
quality and the way it drives.

It doesn’t disappoint on value for money. 
Even the entry level Explore has cruise 
control, alloy wheels and air conditioning, 
while the Excite adds DAB radio, Bluetooth 
and rear parking sensors.

No satellite navigation though, which is 

why we were lost. For that you need the top 
grade Exclusive which also piles on leather 
upholstery with electric adjustment for the 
front seats, bigger wheels, xenon headlights 
and auto dimming interior mirror.

Every MG GS is powered by the same 1.5 
litre petrol engine, with 164bhp and enough 
for a 118mph top speed and 0-62mph in 9.6 
seconds, and driving through the front wheels 
only. 

There is no likelihood of a diesel (not offered 
on any GS, anywhere) but MG does sell a 2.0 
litre petrol and a 4x4 version in other markets, 
so they would be available here if there was 
demand.

A brisk run on roads from rural to M40 
produced a respectable 36.2mpg on the trip 
computer, not a figure likely to deter anyone 
who fancies a GS.

Another attraction to potential buyers might 
be the GS’s five year/80,000 mile warranty. 
That will also apply to the next new MG, a 
smaller SUV due here in autumn next year but 
is not being applied to the current MG 3 or MG 
6 models, which keep their three years/60,000 
warranties.

All these details help make a case for the 
car but you can’t imagine anyone buying an 
MG GS unless it looked the part – stylish is 
utterly vital in such a fashion-led part of the 
car market.

Well, to these eyes, MG has done a decent 
job on the looks front. Neat and tidy all over 
and especially assertive from the back, the 
GS will hold its head high in any supermarket 
car park or outside the kids’ school at 
collection time.

Inside, everything stays neat and tidy but 

you can more easily see where the money has 
been saved to keep the cost so keen. Lots of 
hard plastics and switches and dials that look 
a generation older than those you’ll find in the 
dearer opposition.

But the GS fights back strongly when you 
get it out on the road, where it’s quickly 
obvious the car was honed on British surfaces 

by engineers who know we like a responsive 
feel to our daily transport, but not at the cost 
of a bone hard ride.

Indeed, the MG GS feels eager to please 
in the way of an enthusiastic and smaller 
hatchback. It made me smile and actually 
enjoy the extra miles our lack of direction 
imposed before gran guided us to lunch.

MG has done a decent job on the looks front

The GS is tidy all over and especially assertive at the back

ROAD TEST

By Ian Donaldson



WITH his 85th birthday on the horizon 
you would think Peter Holmes would be 
happy to sit back and reflect on a life of 
achievement.

But no. He is on a mission to highlight all 
that is good about sport in Wolverhampton and 
more importantly to urge people, young and 
old, to get active.

Born and bred in Wolverhampton, Holmes has ded-
icated his life to sport through his work for the city 
council and is a well known and hugely respected fig-
ure in the West Midlands and beyond.

He celebrated 70 years with Wolverhampton Swim-
ming Club last year and has clocked up more than 60 
years as a member of Penn Golf Club.

He has served the Staffordshire Swimming Asso-
ciation for 56 years, worked for Sport England, been 
president of the West Midlands ASA and is still in-
volved with the governing body of swimming.

In addition, he was one of the driving forces behind 
the creation of the annual Wolverhampton Sports 
Council Advisory awards – where the borough’s un-
sung grassroots heroes are honoured.

Honoured
Having also represented Great Britain at water 

polo, his contribution to sport has been honoured 
with an MBE.

Another one of Holmes’s ventures has been the cre-
ation of a Wolverhampton Sporting Hall of Fame with 
an honours board on display at Aldersley Stadium.

His knowledge of Wolverhampton sports stars is 
astounding. In fact, Holmes has written the citations 
for each and every member of the Hall of Fame.

“I have always loved sport,” he said, from his home 
just a few furlongs away from Wolverhampton race-
course. “Swimming, tennis, golf... most sports. I am 
a firm believer that we can motivate not only young-
sters but some of the older population to get involved 
in sport.

“There are a number of governing bodies that en-
courage the older generation to compete – golf, ten-
nis and hockey have masters events where people are 
competing at the age of 60 and above. That’s brilliant.

“We should never forget, sport is fun.”
Holmes has certainly had his fair share of involve-

ment, starting at the age of 16 with a trip across war-
torn Europe to play water polo for GB.

“I went on tour with Great Britain in 1948,” he 
recalls. “We played Holland, France and Belgium.

“We had a lecture from the Home Office on travel-
ling. We went across by ferry. It was quite amazing.

“The war had just finished and we went to Arnhem 
when we played Holland. When we walked across the 
Nijmegen bridge all the buildings in the main street 
were still bullet-scarred.

“We went to the cemetery and that was awe-inspir-
ing. We witnessed something that we didn’t appreci-
ate but it stuck in my mind. I was 16.”

He also enjoyed his 15 minutes of fame on national 
TV. “In the early days of water polo there was the 
no moving rule and we played two halves,” he said. 
“Then in 1950 they brought in what was known as 
the South American rules, where you could move all 
over and water polo was played in four quarters.

“I played in the first televised event of that, which, 
would you believe took place at Thimblemill Lane in 
Smethwick. It was demonstration game, two select 
sides by invitation and it was on BBC.”

After ending his water polo-playing days in his late 
20s, Holmes channelled his efforts into promoting 
sport through his job with the sports council and be-
fore that the central council of physical recreation at 
Wolverhampton Council.

Along with director of education Dennis Grayson 
and a PE adviser named Trevor Churchill, Holmes 
saw a number of satellite sports centres built in the 
area which gave youngsters the chance to sample var-
ious recreational activities.  “Compton Park was the 

first one in 1971, the second one to open was Colton 
Hills, then Aldersley School was built, then Northic-
ote,”  he recalls. “On a Sunday everything was closed, 
there were no swimming pools open after 11am.

“Compton Park was the first swimming pool to 
open all day on a Sunday. That was quite amazing 
and we were surprised at how the public used it.”

Holmes was also a driving force behind the Black 
Country Games, a concept that saw youngsters from 
across the region compete in a host of sports, with the 
Fair Play Award named in his honour.

“The Games was one of the great sporting events 
of the year and involved between two and three thou-
sand children,” added Holmes. “It gave youngsters 
the opportunity of representation. They were able to 
represent their town or city.”

Hosting a sports day with Sir Bobby Charlton and 
helping former Prime Minister John Major with a 
query surrounding his father – “he played water polo 
for Walsall and I was able to give him some informa-
tion about when he played, and he very kindly sent 
me a thank you letter,” recalled Holmes – are two 
other highlights from a bank of wonderful memories.

Magnificent
And then there was that day at Buckingham Pal-

ace, accompanied by his wife of 60 years Margaret, 
his son Phillip and daughter Michaela, when he was 
presented with his MBE by Prince Charles.

“That was a magnificent day,” he says proudly, 
adding: “Did you know they had a swimming pool at 
The Palace?”

Holmes is now currently putting the final touches 
to the shortlist for this year’s Hall of Fame inductees.

But he is just as keen to see the grassroots heroes 
step into the spotlight – hence the birth of the Sports 
Council Advisory awards. “My aim is to make sure 
these people are recognised,” he said “For years they 
had not been recognised but without all the wonder-
ful people at grassroots level we wouldn’t have people 
excelling on the international stage.”

So with the latest set of citations under way, is 
there any sign of winding down?

“When am I going to stop? I suppose when I pop 
my clogs,” he jokes. “I have a lot of knowledge about 
the history of sport in the city and I am so grateful for 
that, and I hope to pass it on.”

No sign of slowing as
Peter homes in on 85th

Peter Holmes pores over the sporting hall of fame at Aldersley Village in Wolverhampton

Holmes is made an MBE by Prince Charles at Buckingham Palace

Peter Holmes with a certificate to mark 60 years of service to sport in the city

SPORTING MEMORIES
By Nick Elwell

“We can motivate not only 
youngsters but some of the 
older population to get in-
volved in sport.”

THE secretary of a popular darts league is inviting more teams to the oche 
next season.

Games in the Sedgley and Gornal Darts League are played on Tuesday 
nights under a unique format that sets the competition apart from other 
leagues. Matches consist of six singles games from 301, start and finish with 
a double, and three doubles clashes that are 701 down, finish on a double.

Carey welcomed two new sides to the fold this season and already has one 
ready to join for the next campaign.

“We are always looking for new teams to participate,” said Carey. “We 
have one new team already signed up for next year.

“The league has Sedgley and Gornal in the title because we were a break-
away league when we started five years ago.”

League action his campaign ends in April with a presentation night to 
follow in May. 

Dudley-based table-toppers Foundry are looking to seal a league and cup 
double having won the end of year team knockout.

Anyone interested in entering a team in the league should contact secre-
tary Rob Carey on 07881 453285.

A KICKBOXER has used her adrenaline to maintain her unbeaten fight 
record on her way to competing for an English title.

Keri Webster, of Adrenaline gym in Brownhills, defeated previously un-
beaten Rowena Bolt in Belfast to take her winning streak to five.

On the same card, Hayley Boot, aged 30, secured a draw against Charlene 
Best after previously beating her on home soil last September.

Webster, aged 25, holds an area title and is fighting in France this week-
end. She will vie for an English title at Hammerwich Cricket Club in March.

Meanwhile, brother and sister members Grace, 17, and 11-year-old Ol-
iver Partridge are celebrating after passing a tough martial arts grading. 
The Norton Canes siblings were joined by Kayleigh Goodwin, 12, of Chase 
Terrace, in earning their belt in full contact kickboxing.

All three each brought back a five nations title belt from full contact 
kickboxing in France in October and they are now ready to head out there 
again on Saturday along with others from the club.

The three hold various titles between them, and will be fighting again in 
March at Hammerwich Cricket Club. Oliver will take on his second English 
title. For tickets, call head coach Chris Bladon on 07976 371681.

KINGSWINFORD Swan hit the comeback trail to book their place in the 
semi-finals of the Dudley Guest Hospital Charity Cup.

Swan had trailed 2-0 early in the first half to Prince Albert but rallied to 
clinch a hard-fought 4-3 win with Liam Hickman bagging the winner in the 
last 10 minutes – his second of the game. Luke Williams and Ash Barker 
were also on target.

Chris Holland (2) and Chris Griffiths were on target for Prince Albert.
Dudley Sports and Woodside enjoyed far more comfortable passages into 

the last four.
Dudley Sports were 6-2 winners at Pure Sports Foundation thanks to two 

goals from Luke Williams and singles from Jack Hickman, Grant Esp, Ryan 
Hickman and Ashley Pountney.

Josh Garbett and Dean Billingham found the net for Foundation.
Woodside cruised to an 8-0 triumph at  home to Roebuck.
The clash between Wordsley AFC andWordsley Reserves was postponed 

due to a waterlogged pitch. 
The semi-final draw was taking place on Tuesday of this week, with the 

ties scheduled for April 2.

Swan take flight to
reach cup last four

Adrenaline fuelled as
trio claim black belts

New darts teams 
invited to the oche

Holmes with Wolverhampton Swimming Club chairman Peter Dale
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Call Dan on : 0121 647 3585 
www.db-maintenance.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER SPECIAL OFFER

ONLY £1895
including VAT

ONLY FROM £2995
including VAT

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

West Midlands Ltd
K I T C H E N S  &  B A T H R O O M S

DB
Quality Installations No Deposit Required

FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION

FREE ESTIMATES AND HOME VISITS 

Fully Fitted Kitchens from £4,995
FREE DESIGN AND PLANNING

FOR THE 
LESS ABLE

Remove Exisiting Bath
Replaster where needed
Supply Walk in Cubicle

Grab Rails, 
Shower Seat

Thermostatcic Shower
All fi tted & Tiled

All Rubbish removed

LUXURY 
MAKEOVER
Remove Existing Bath

Replaster where needed
Supply & Fit Luxury 

Suite (inc. Vanity Unit)
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 

(up to 8 sqm)
All Rubbish Removed

FREE plastic ceiling with
chrome inserts + 4 x led spot lights 
with all full bathroom conversions

Tributes paid 
to DK rugby 
club stalwart
TRIBUTES have been paid to a popular 
former rugby player and club president 
who has died at the age of 78.

Dudley Kingswinford Rugby Club stal-
wart Richard Connett died at Russells 
Hall Hospital, Dudley, after a period of 
ill health. He is survived by his wife of 

Welborn heads for sky with next bout
ROWLEY Regis’ Jason Welborn is 
going back to the big time after se-
curing a spot on a Sky Sports tele-
vised show next month.

He will support Anthony Crolla’s 
WBA world lightweight title rematch 
against Jorge Linares at the Man-
chester Arena on March 25.

Welborn will get his own title tilt 
on Eddie Hearn’s Matchroom Boxing 
promoted bill, too, as he goes after 
the WBC International Silver crown 
at middleweight.

The two-weight former Midlands 

champion will also be looking to 
make a dent in the unblemished re-
cord of opponent Marcus Morrison, 
who holds the belt.

The hometown hero, 23, who will 
fight in front of his Manchester fans, 
has reeled off 14 wins from the same 
number of professional contests.

Welborn hasn’t featured in front of 
the Sky Sports cameras since he val-
iantly went down on points to three-
time world title challenger Matthew 
Macklin for a WBC International 
strap in October 2015 at the Barclay-

card Arena, Birmingham. Welborn 
has since lost his Midlands super 
welter honours to Craig Cunningham 
and joined up with Macklin, signing 
up with his MTK Birmingham stable.

The 30-year-old, now in his 11th 
year as a pro, has also challenged for 
the British title at welter and super 
welter. He has 20 wins from 26 bouts.

Tickets are available at £40, £60, 
£80, £100 and £150 from www.man-
chester-arena.com or by calling 0844 
8478000. VIP passes, at £250, are ex-
clusively available on 01277 359 900.

IT’S common knowledge that 
a team going for the title only 
wins the league if they pick up 
points on their off-days.

The teams that manage to grind out 
results when they’re not at their best 
because of their team spirit and sheer 
doggedness are successful.

Albion are not going to win the league this sea-
son, but they are trying to finish top of the mi-
ni-league outside the tear-away top six. And away 
draws like this suggest they may be able to do it. 

Tony Pulis’s men weren’t awful at the London 
Stadium, but nor were they at their free-flow-
ing best. West Ham were on top for the major-
ity of the game in between Albion’s goals which 
bookended the clash.

If Nacer Chadli’s sumptuous double nutmeg 
was indicative of this new-look Pulis team, then 
the 94th-minute header from a Chris Brunt cor-
ner harked back to the foundations it has been 
built on.

Pressure
It was ironic really that Albion’s late equaliser 

came from a corner, because it was West Ham 
who threatened from set-pieces all afternoon. 

Loading the six-yard box with bodies, they put 
pressure on Ben Foster, who had a rare off day. 

But the main reason West Ham managed to 
come from behind and take the lead with four 
minutes to go was Pulis’s negative substitutions.

Chadli has rediscovered his early-season form 
and was Albion’s most threatening player before 
he was sacrificed shortly after half-time so Pulis 

Battleground lines
up for big bash at
Banks’s stadium
ERROL Johnson’s Black Country Box-
ing are back at the Banks’s Stadium, 
tomorrow, Friday, with ‘Battleground’, a 
four-fight Boxing Dinner Show.

Halesowen super middleweight pros-
pect, Lennox Clarke, tops the bill. The 
25 year-old is unbeaten in 14 profes-
sional contests and has set his sights on 
a meaningful title. ‘Dangerous’ takes 
on Poland’s Bartlomiej Grafka. The 28 
year-old has 18 wins to his name and 
took world title challenger, Paul Smith, 
the distance last year.

West Bromwich light heavyweight 
prospect, Joshua Stokes, is also in ac-
tion. Josh, brother of undefeated mid-
dleweight prospect Tom, will make his 
professional debut after a solid amateur 
career with Wednesbury ABC. Stokes 
takes on Lincoln’s Mitch Mitchell. The 
card is completed by Connor Parker and 
Brad Foster from Lichfield.

Standard tickets for ‘Battleground’, 
priced at £35, are available by calling the 
boxers. £60 VIP tickets for tables of ten, 
with two-course meal, are available by 
calling Walsall FC Box Office on 01922 
651 414/416.

Poor-start
visitors fail
to recover

Aldridge 1st 21 Wednesbury 2nd 12
WITH Wednesbury first team’s game 
postponed because of the weather, that 
left the second team as their only game. 

Wednesbury second team travelled to 
local side Aldridge for their game this 
week, a game played in terrible condi-
tions.

A terribly slow start cost Wednesbury 
the game against their first team oppo-
sition.

Within 10 minutes with some poor 
play and some even poorer decisions 
from the referee, Wednesbury found 
themselves in the unfamiliar position of 
being 21 points down. After that it was 
all one way traffic and for over an hour 
Wednesbury dominated a very well or-
ganised Aldridge side. 

Just shortly before half time some 
quick play from Steve Worthy at the 
break down opened a gap for Chris Lis-
ter to get Wednesbury off the mark with 
a try, converted by Steve Worthy, to 
make it 21-7 at half time.

The second half started much like the 
first with Wednesbury again camped in 
the Aldridge half. 

New Wednesbury starlet Stan Zvidi 
was unlucky to be held up over the line 
half way through the half which could of 
been a game changer. 

He was nearly as lucky as Aldridge 
for not having anybody in the sin bin 
as the penalty count rose into the twen-
ties. Wednesbury did go over the try line 
when the ball got out wide to winger 
Matt Wallace to get another try, but 
there was no conversion. 

The effort was there but the condi-
tions and a mismatch team ultimately 
cost Wednesbury. 

Next week Wednesbury 1sts hopefully 
return to league action with an home fix-
ture against Five Ways Old Edwardians, 
with the kick-off at 2-15pm.

Giant German is a
winner in Tipton
OSCAR OTTE captured his sixth Pro 
Circuit career singles title at the Ae-
gon GB Pro-Series in Tipton, defeating 
Frenchman David Guez in the final.

Playing at Tipton Sports Academy, 
the 6ft 5in German had reached the final 
without the loss of a set, and soon got his 
big serve in full flow against Guez.

After an exchange of service breaks, 
Otte captured the first set 7-5, and found 
himself serving for the match at 5-2.

Guez broke back once, but 23-year-old 
Otte was not to be denied his first singles 
title of the year, producing a huge back-
hand winner down the line on his second 
match point for a 7-5, 6-3 victory.

BAGGIES SHOW
THEIR METTLE

Sport
SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK

Get in! Albion’s Jonny Evans celebrates scoring the late equaliser at London Stadium

could mirror Slaven Bilic’s move to three at the 
back which had given the Hammers the upper 
hand.

He looked perplexed when his number was 
shown on the board, and understandably so.

Matt Phillips was next to go, and then James 
Morrison was brought off for Claudio Yacob at 
1-1. Salomon Rondon may have crashed an in-
credible dipping volley off the bar but the striker 
has now gone 10 games without a goal, his longest 
drought for the Baggies.

Pulis removed his three most-likely match-win-
ners and tried to hold out for a point, and it 
nearly backfired. 

He was only bailed out because of Chris Brunt’s 
left foot, but then again, it is the Welshman who 
drills the players on corners each week, so per-
haps he deserves a bit of credit for that goal too.

And it’s hard to criticise a manager who has 
still only lost one game all season to a team out-
side the top seven. 

That was away at Bournemouth in September. 
Since that match, the Baggies have played 15 
times against teams outside the top six, winning 
nine and drawing six.

Hammers fans will argue Pulis was lucky to 
keep that unbeaten run intact on Saturday, and 
half a dozen angry Londoners urged me to call 

referee Michael Oliver a cheat in my report as 
they trudged out of the ground with steam com-
ing from their ears.

But the referee got most of the decisions spot 
on, and was arguably too lenient on Robert Snod-
grass, Jonathan Calleri, and Mark Noble, all of 
whom flung themselves to the floor far too easily.

If West Ham had won, it wouldn’t have been 
undeserved. They had double the number of shots 
as Albion, and almost twice as much possession.

But they were thwarted by brilliant perfor-
mances all along Albion’s backline. Craig Daw-
son continues to impress at centre-back and Allan 
Nyom is a one-man wrecking ball.

Boxer Jason Welborn
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Royal recognition for a
life dedicated to sport
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40 years, Marlene, 
and four sons – 
Ian, Ben, Edward 
and Mark. He also 
had seven grand-
children. He had 
moved from Devon 
to Dudley to study 
and work as an ac-
countant.

Richard enjoyed 
a long playing 
career with DK 
during the 1950s 

Richard Connett

and 60s. He was captain when the club 
moved from Penzer Street, Kingswin-
ford, to Heathbrook, Wall Heath, in 
1963.

 He later turned his talents to coach-
ing and enjoyed a successful period with 
the club before increasingly moving to 
the committee. He was club president 
from 1977 to 1980.

A spokesman for DK said: “It was at 
DK that he really made his mark. He was 
a leading figure in a group who master-
minded DK’s rise from a club struggling 
to improve its fixture list in the amateur 
days to a side that progressed to the na-
tional leagues. He overcame a shortage 
of players by organising weekly trans-
port from DK’s spiritual home in Tipton 
down to Heathbrook every Sunday. This 
led to a strong team spirit amongst the 
lads. A fitting epitaph would be, ‘What’s 
going on at DK? ask Connett’.” 

His funeral is at Gornal Wood Cre-
matorium on Friday, February 24, at 
11.40am with mourners then meeting at 
DKRFC.


