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SPEECH.

Mr. Gilmer, of North Carolina, having offered

he following prcftmhlu and resolution:

Whereas, the circumstaiToes and condition of the coun-

rj' require lliat the asperities and animosities wliich, lor

he last lew years, have been rapidly alienating one section

)f the country from another, and destroying those fraternal

leiitiments which are the strongest supports of the Consti-

ution, should be allayed : whereas, inasmuch as the his-

ory of the Government furnishes instances of success in

;iving quiet to the country by the united exertions of con-
icrvativc national men, irrespective of party, there is reason
o hope for a like result IVwn similar labors : whereas, in

.851, when the minds of the people of the North and of the
south were infiajned on the subject of slavery, national
nen appealed to the country as follows, to wit:
" The undersigned, members of the Thirty-First Congress

>f the United States, believing that a renewal of sectional

:ontroversy upon the subject of slavery would be both dan-

;erous to the Union and destructive of its objects, and

ecing no mode by wliich such controversy can be avoided,
;icept by a strict adherence to the settlement thereof ef-

fected by the compromise acts passed at the last session of

IJongress, do hereby declare their intention to maintain the
aid settlement inviolate, and to resist all attempts to repeal
)r alter the acts aforesaid, unless by the general consent of
he friends of the measure, and to remedy such evils, if any,
IS time and experience may develop.
"And tor tlie purpose of making tliis resolution etTcctive,

hey_further declare, that they will not support for office of
'resident or Vice President, or of Senator or of Kepresent-
itive in Congress, or as member of a State Legislature, any
nan, of whatever party, who is not known to be opposed
o the disturbance of the settlement aforesaid, and to tlie

•enewal, in any form, of agitation upon the subject of sla-

very
"
Henrj- Clay,
Howell Cobb,C S. Morehead,
William Duer,
Robert L. Kosc,
H. S. Foot,
William C. Dawson,
James Brooks,
Thomas J. Rusk,
Alexander H. Stephens
Jeremiah Clemens,
Robert Toombs,
James Cooper,
M. P. Gentry,
Thomas G. JPratt,

Henry W. Hilliard,
William >I. Gwin,
F. E. McLean,
Samuel Eliot,
A. G. Watkins,
David Outlaw,
Alexander Evans,

H. A. BuIIard,
C. H. Williams,
T. H. Ihiyniond,
J. Phillips Phrenix,
A. H. Sheppard,
A. M. Schermerhorn,
David Breck,
John K. Thurman,
James L. Johnson,
D. A. Bokee,
J. B. Thompson,
George R. Andrews,
J. M. Anderson,
W. P. Mangum,
John B. Kerr,
Jeremiah Morton,
J. P. CJaUlwell,
R. I. Bowie,
Edmund Dcbcrry,
E. C. Cabell,

Humphrey Marshall,
Allen F.Owen."

The effects of which on the popular mind were to induce
the Democratic ])arty in their National Convention at

Baltimore, in 185i!, to resolve and pledge themselves to the

nation, as follows, to wit:
" That Congress has no power under the Constitution to

interfere with or control the domestic institutions of the
several States, and that such States are the sole and proper
judges of everything appertaining to their own affairs, not

prohibited by the Constitution ; that all efforts made to in-

duce Congress to interfere with questions of slavery, or to
take incipient steps in relation thereto, are calculated to

lead to the most alarming and dangerons consequences ;

and that all such eflbrts have an inevitable tendency to di-

minish the happiness of the people and endanger the stabil-

ity and permanency of the Union, and ought not to be
countenanced by any friend of our political institutions.
" That the foregoing proposition covers, and was intended

to embrace, the whole subject of the slavery agitation in

Congress ; and, therefore, the Democratic party of the

Union, standing upon the national platform, will abide by
and adhere to the faithful execution of the acts known as

the compromise measures settled by the last Congress, the
act for the reclaiming of fugitives from service included,
which act being designed to carry out an express provision
of the Constitution, cannot, witli fidelity thereto, be re-

pealed or so changed as to destroy or impair its efficiency.
"
Resolved, That we will resist all attempts at renewing,

in Congress or out of it, the slaver>' agitation, luider what-
ever shape and color the attempt may be made."
And the Whig party in the same year, at the same place,

resoh ed and pledged themselves, as follows, to wit :

" That the series ofmeasures commonly known as the com-

promise, including the fugitive slave law, are acquiesced
in by the Whig [Kirty of the United States, as a settlement,
in principle and substance, a final settlement of the danger-
ous and exciting qirestions which they embrace ; and so far

as the fugitive slave law is concerned, we will maintain the

same, and insist on its strict enforcement, until time and
experience shall demonstrate the necessity of furtlier legis-
lation to guard against evasion or abuse, not impairing its

present efficiency ;
and we deprecate all further agitation of

slavery questions as dangerous to our peace, and will dis-

countenance all eflbrts at the renewal or continuance of
such agitation, in Congress or out of it, whatever, where-

cver, or however the attempt may be made ; and we will

maintain this system as essential to the nationality of the

Whig party, and the integrity of the Union."

Therefore resolved, That, fully indorsing these national

sentiments, it is the duty of every good citizen of this

Union to resist all attempts, at renewing, in Congress or
out of it, the slavery agitation, under whatever shape and
color the atteinjjt may be made, and that no member should
be elected Speaker of this House whose political opinions
are not known to conform to the foregoing sentiments—
Mr. NELSON said:

j

Nothing has been said, Mr. Clerk, by any gen-
I tlcman in thia body with respect to the resolution



^'

offered by the gentleman from North Carolina,

[Mr. Gilmer,] and as he and I
occujiy

a poKition
here btiwii'ii thi- di)iiiuuiiii ]>artii's nf the House
and country, I iru.st tliat I will be allowi'd—al-

though I had ho])ed that it would have fallen into

abler hands to do no—to say something to the

House in behalf of that resolution.

I am one of those, Mr. Clerk, who believe

that the resolution of tiie i^enlb man from North
Carolina oui,'ht to be adopted, in preference to

the resolution offered by the j,'enili'man from

Missouri, [Mr. Clakk.] I was pained to see

the resolution introduced by the member from
Missouri. While I j^o as tar as any other man
in the South or North to denounce that most in-

famous publication that has excited the attention

of this House, I, for one, think—with very great
deference to the sentiments that have been ex-

pressed on the other side—that we are K'ving too

much dijjnity and too much imi)ortance to a most
intamous publicjition. I, for one, am not in

favor of placing Mr. Helner and his book in the

same enviable nolorii-ly inat Ero.stratusac(|uired

by destroyin;;; tin- Ephesian temple. I, for one,
am opposed to damning his name to everlasting
fante, uy placing it on the records of this House
and handing it down to an inglorious immor-

t^dity. It seems to me—with great deterencu to

the opinions of other gentlenten who have ex-

fireased

diflerent senlinient.s—that we arc digni-

ying this infamous pamphlet too much by giving
it the notice whicli it has commanded here.

I think that the resolution of the gentleman
from North Carolijia answers the purpose de-

signed by the mover of the other rt .solution, and
is more in accordance with the dignity of this

House and the gravity of legislative proceedings
than the resolution offered by the gentleman irom
Missouri. And why should we not all come u\^,
from the East and from the West and from th^

Nortli and from the South, and record our votes

in favor of the resolution ofTcred by the gentle-
man from North Carolina, which contains nothing
that, by any legitimate construction or intend-

ment, could be construed as wounding the feelings
of luiy member of the Housi;? Why will we not
ail vote for these resolutions.' They breathe the

spirit of the two great parties that have hitherto

controlled, alternately, the destinies of this great
country. One i>ortion of the resolution is copied
from the resolutions of the great Democratic party
in 165ii; another is copied from the resolutions of
llie Whig party in the some year. The senti-

ments thai are avowed in the re.solution of the

member from North Carolina are—I respectfully
submit to the gentleman from Missouri—

infinitely
more compreliensive thaji the resolution which
he has oiTered here; because, while his resolution

signalizes a particular publication, and gives it a

notoriety which is
altogether unworthy its nature,

the resolution olTereu by the gentleman from
North Carolina condemns the slavery agitation in

every shape and form. I, for one, prefer, there-

fore, the resolution offered by the gentleman from
North Carolina, and I earnestly insist on its adop-
tion by this House.
There is one thing, Mr. Clerk, which I think

i

cannot fail to have struck the mind of every
patriot, and every member of this House. Wc
meet together under most extraordinary circiun-

stances. An event of a most exciting character
has occurred in one of the States of the Union,
and it is natural that there should be a feeling of
excitement on the part especially

of those who
represent that State on this floor. It is natural

that there should be a feeling of sympathy among
those of us who live in adjoining States; but at the

same time, Mr. Clerk, I nuuntain that we may
carry this feeling of excitement too far. I know
.that a sentiment exists on the part of a portion
of the members of this House—judging, at least,

from the conduct of those who represent part of

,

the northern Stales—that this excitement is al-

j
together unnecessary, that there is no cause for it,

and that it better comports with their dignity and

j

with their honor tlml they should not
particiiiate

in the discussion which has taken place here. Per-

;

mit me to say to those who entertain that senti-

ment that I think they underrate the state of ex-
citement that exists at this time in the southern
States. And wliile I belonij,Mr. Clerk, to a mi-

nority here, and while I cannotexpectthalthe sen-

timents to which I shall give utterance will meet the

approvid of either of the dominant jmrties in this

House, I beg leave to call the attention of the

i

House to what I regard as the alarming crisis

that exists in the history of our beloved land. I

wish to do this temperately ajid moderately. I

wish to do it in a spirit of perfect respect to every
gentleman of the JNorth and of the South. When

j

we look to the South, we find a state ofexcitement
there that is in accordance with past events. What
do we find on the part of a considerable and highly
respectable number of the soiuhcrn States of this

Union ? Is it not something like a determination
to precipitate a crisis .' For one, I do not agree

i either with the extremists of the North or with
the extremists of the South. When you look at

the history of parties in dys country, it is an
undeniable fact that nullification had its origin in

South Carolina; and from that day to the present
the spirit of nullification, of secession, of dis-

union, has never slept or slumbered. The snake
of nullification has been scotched, not killed.

That feeling existed during the lifetime of its great
leader; and i>ne of the last letters he ever wrote—
his letter to Colonel Tarpey—was one in which
a meeting or organization of the southern States
was recommenaed. In addition to that, we have
had further proceedings on the njrt of the South
which, I trust, cannot cominanu the approbation
of a majority of patriots in the country. With
all that, not only did the spirit of nullification dis-

play itsr If in 1^32, but it has continued to exist
since that time, in various forms and shapes,
which I will not now take time to portray.
A spirit of discord exists between tlie extremes

of this Union. This was met, and in my humble

judgment is properly condemned, in the resolution
which has oeen olYereil by the gentleman from
North Carolina, [Mr. Gil.mek.]

I I do not propose, in any ninarks I shall make
! upon this occasion, to enter into anything like an

I
elaborate discussion of these subjects; but I think



it may not be improper to c;ill the attention of thti

House to some of the fuels wliich cannot havi;

faded from their recollection. We all know that

alth(ni2:h the spirit of mdlification was for tlu; time

beini^ quieted by tlio stroiigand enericetic measures
of General Jackson, yet every occasion in which

hostility to tliis Union could be manifested, since

that memorable period, has been seized. No
lon2:er np,o than ]850, astate of thinjjjs existed

which was unexampled in the history of the coun-

try, unless it may have been in the Conj^ress of

lS'2{), when the hearts of patriotic men from every
section of the Union were alarmed and excited in

reference to the probable residt which preceded
the assembliiio; of a southern convention in June,
1850, and the reassembling of the same conven-
tion at Nashville, at a subsequent period in the

same year.
The compromise measures, as we all know,

were the result of the patriotic action upon tht;

part of the great leaders of the various political

parties of this country. We all remember what
the great Webster said in reference to the sleep-
less nights which he jiassed in the consideration
of those questions. We all know how in the most
unusual and remarkable manner Mr. Fillmore,
the President of the Union and champion, so to

speak, ofthe Whig party of this country, received

compliments such as were scarcely ever bestowed
in modern times. He received them not only
from members of his own party, distinguished as

statesmen in their day , butfrom those who warmly
opposed his election and who had done every-
thing in their power to embarrass his administra-

tion.

The same parties which, in 1850, liad pledged
themselves that the Union should exist no longer, |

have now, from the force of circumstances, re-
;

ceived an additional impetus; and our object now
should be to arrest its progress, to allay the ex-
citement which so unfortunately for the country
we find existing when we assemble here.

And that same feeling of disunion which ex-
isted in 1850 in a portion of the southern States, |

not only existed at the time when the southern
convention assembled in that year, but it has ex-
isted from the days of nuUification down to the

present period. It was " unbent and unbroken"
no longer ago than in 1858, when the letter of Mr.
Yancey, of Alabama, was published, adverting
to, or recommending, the organization of a league
of united southerners, the oljject of which was,
as I believe, to dissolve the Union. I shall not, !

under existing circumstances, go into a history i

of their principles, many of which existed in and
[

grew out of this feeling of dissatisfaction with the i

Union as it existed, which feeling has been nour- I

ished for a series of years upon the part of a por- I

tion of the southern States, andhas been developed
in various modes, not important now to recapitu-
late.

And when we look North, are their skirts clear .'

When we look North, are there no sentiments of
that kind existing there.' Is there nothing to

correspond with the Vicksburg convention, which
was held no longer ago than in the month of May,
1859.' When we look to the South, we see a

feeling of dissatisfaction with the Union mani"

festing its»!lf ui>on all occasions and under all cir-ujion all

Is therecumstances. Js tliere no feeling of that kind upon
the part of a portion of the North.' Why, sir,

since I came into this House I have heard senti-

ments attributed to northern men which, it seems
to me, equal anything that has been said at the

South; sentiments which I rcgretto notice, and in

which I trust no large portion of our northern
brethren here agree. I will call the attention of
the House to a few extracts lately published,
showing the circumstances under which we have
assembled here, and the necessity there exists for

wise and moderate counsels upon our part. I

will read, in addition to what was read by one

gentleman fi-om Virginia, one or two extracts:

"There is a higher law than the Constitution which

regulates our authority over the domain. Slavery must be

abolished, and wo must do it."

That sentiment is ascribed to William H.
Sewaru. The next extract is taken from the

New York Tribune:
" The time is fast approaching when the cry will become

too overpowering to resist. Rather than tolerate national

slavery as it now exists, let the Union be dissolved at once,
and then the sin of slavery will rest where it belongs."

The next sentiment which I will read is as-

cribed to Joshua R. Giddings, formerly a mem-
ber of Congress. It is: '

" I look forward to the day when there shall be a servile

insurrection in the South ; when the black man, armed
with British bayonets, and led on by British officers, shall

assert his freedoin,and wage a war of extermination against
his master. And thougli we may not mock at their calam-

ity, nor laugh when their fear cometli, yet we will hail it

as the dav.-n of a political millennium."

Mr. HUTCHINS. I suppose that the gentle-
man from Tennessee has heard that Mr. Giddings
has, over and over again, denied the utterance of

that sentiment when he was
A Member. On this very floor.

Mr. HUTCHINS. Yes; and in his published
communications to the country.
Mr. COX. Yes; but the gentleman knows that

he has never taken back the spirit of it.

Mr. LEAKE. I undertalie to say, that years

ago, when I was a member of this House, I heard

him utter the sentiment.
Mr. COX. It can be found in the Appendix

to the Congressional Globe, as modified; but the

spirit is the same exactly as that read by the

gentleman from {Tennessee.
Mr. NELSON. I have no desire to do injus-

tice to any gentleman; and, therefore, I will give
the authority for my statement. It is the Dem-
ocratic Standard, a paper of which I know noth-

ing, but which has been sent to my address since

I came here. The date of the paper is Novem-
ber 26, 1859.

Several Members. Where is it published.'
Mr. NELSON. It is published at Concord,

New Hampshire. I find various other sentiments

of the .same character here. This sentiment is

ascribed to Horace Greeley:
"

I have no doubt but the free and slave States ouglit to

be separated."
* * * " The Union is not worth

supporting ill connection witli the South."

And here is a sentiment ascribed to another



6

northern ^entlcman. I am so litt)<>aequRinted with
'

I

anyof tht-int-mbcrsofthis Housi'.thRt'I nttllyam
unablf to say at thi« moiu.nt whether thf s^entle-

man is a mi-mbcr of this House or not. tliih-ss

jny imnressions artM rroncous, hewaH atone time
a iiumner of this House. It is Mr. Anson P.

HcKLiNoAME. [Lnu^liter.] This ei-ntimint is

iiscribtd to him; aiid if he never gave utterance

to it, why, of course, I have no desire to do him
j

injustice:
'

"The tiini-« demnnd.nnil we must luivc, an aiitl-hlavrry
'

('onaiilulloii.an auu-itlavfry Uibk>,uiiil uull-i'lavfry Gotl." •

Now, Mr. Cl<rk, without takino: up the time '

of the House with nadin* other extracts of the
'

same kind, I will state that my object in advertin"^
to them is ti> show that, as we all ki\ow, we have
in this Union extremists at the North and ex-
tremists at the South. 1 could multijily

extracts.

There was a time in tiie history of this kind when
the Hartford convention stunk in the nostrils of

the American people; when the man who cried
,

out disunion or secession was regarded at least

as a moral traitor to his country. Those halcyon
days have passed away, and now what once struck

tile public mind with horror, what once was re-
j

garued us worthy almost of death, is a sentiment '

wliich seems to inei t with a response in the North
and with an utterance in the South. 1, for one,
Mr. Clerk, am opposed to this feeling of disunion,
no matter whence it comes. [Prolonged applause

|

in the galleries and upon the floor.] I, for one,
|

am opposed to this .slavery agitation, no matter

whetiK-r it comes from the South or from the

North. [Renewed applause.]
I

It se.nis to me that there is very little for us to
]

contend about. I rome from a slave State, and,

although I am not a man of wealth, I own a few

.slaves, and am not ashamed to say it here. I say,
sir, that I am opposed to this sentiment, no mat- I

ter whence it comes or by whom it is given ut-

terance. I do think that we, or rather the two

great parties of the land, are fighting a battle alto-

gether in advance of the time. To borrow the

idea, though I cannot quote the language of that

eminent and distinguished man, Mr. Webster, !

the
tjuestion

of slavery has been praclietdly set-

tled in reo;ard to much the greater jiortion of this

Union. It has b>en settled, as he in substance

.said, by the laws of nature and by the laws of

climate. By the action of the people it has been
settled since in regard to Kans»> and Nebraska.
It cannot reasonably be expected to exist in Utah.

The i)eoj)lc of Caliii)rnia have settled it for llieni-

selves. Where, then, are we to have this contest

in regard to slavery? Why this agitation? If

there is any portion of this wide land in regard
to which the question of slavery can Ix appro-

j»riate, it must be Arizona; and I take it for granted
that it will be some years before Arizona will

apply for admission into the American Union.

Why this ixgitaiion, then? Why this uimatural
• xeitement? Why, before we have fairly seatrd

ourselves in the Ifall of the House of Represent-
atives, spring a firebrand into our deliberations "-

Why indulge in crimination and recrimination?

Why this asperity of filing? Why shall we
not enter upon an organization of the House, and

come up to the expression of the sentiment , which ,

I trust, is common to us all, that this slavery agi-
tati(»n is profitless and useless—common to us all,

I mean, except it may be the ultra men of the

North and the ultra men of the South.

And, Mr. Clerk, there is one remarkable thing
which I should have stated a mom< nt atro. I will

t^txy
it now. There is one remarkable thing of

these disunionists. North and South. What is

it? I state it for tlie purpose of respectfully sub-

mitting that there is something wrong on bolli

sides. What is it? Why that, whilst they dis-

agree on the subject of slavery and various other

subjects, they unite in agreeingxipon a dissolution

of the Union as a common remedy for antagonistic
evils. I state this as the clearest and most con-

clusive proof that this slavery agitation should

cease. Unless I am misinformed, there are no

places were this question can arise, except in Ari-

zona or in the admission of the Slates which at

some future period may be carved out of Texas.
In reference to the latter, the question was settled

by the Texas annexation resolutions, and we
must cast ourselves upon the integrity and for-

bearance and moderation of the North not to re-

peal those resolutions, for it was most unfortunate

for the country that the compromise measures of

I8"20 and lb50 were repealed. 1 say this without

intending personally to reflect upon any gentle-
man.

I know that many patriotic men of the North
and South voted under a mistake for the Kansas-
Nebraska bill of 1854; but, so far as the peace
and prosperity and safety of this Union are con-

cerned, I regard it as the most unfortunate thing
that ever happened in our history. The repeal of

the great compromise which had stood for more
than

thirty years, had the eftect to increase the

forces against southern interests in the North . The

repeal of that compromise and the passage of the

i Kansas-Nebraska bill had the rffect, as gentlemen
', have in substanco stated, to sweep the Democratic
'

party from power in the North. It is an unfor-

I

tunate thing in our liistory, and is to be deeply

deplored, that those measures of peace and har-
'

rnony—the compromise measures of l&M and

, 185()^were repealed; and, when it is remarked

I

that the Republican party has grown into the most

powerful party in this Union, 1 might siiy to some
of the gentlemen of the South that they cannot

reply— " ThoQ caii'st not eay I did it."

It is owing to the course pursued by the great
Democratic party in times jiast that this Republi-
can party of the North has swelled in proitoriions,
and nas now got to be the most powerful party in

the Union.
I do not mean, Mr. Clerk, at this stage of our

proceedings, to enter further into this subject than

to say that the Democratic jilatforms of 184U,

l.'^44, 1848, and 185:2, everv' r>"e of them, on the

subject of slavery, was a Delphic oracle, holding
one language to the North and anotlier to the

South. We all know, who know anything about
the history of the country, that tlie leaders of

modern Democracy were unwilling in their plat-

li forms from 1840 to lHoli, to say one word upon



the subject of slavery in the Territories, and that

those platforms are silent as death in regard to it.

And, sir, without inteudiiii^ to enter into the

history of tlio proceedings in our country, I make
one further remark licre before I proceed. We who
were of the Whig party

of that day succeeded in

electing that gallant ohl soldier. General Taylor,
as President of the United States, and ho was
succeeded by Mr. Fillmore, and never since the

days of George Washington has there been a

President who demeaned himself more faithfully
and more honorably in his high otfice than Mil-

lard Fillmore; [enthusiastic applause in the gal-

lery;] a man who, though a northern man, doubt-

less entertaining northern prejudices against sla-

very, saw fit to suind up to his oath and his duty,
and who, in the discharge of that oath and duty,

nobly, manfully, and patriotically executed the

laws of the country, at the risk of destroying his

popularity among his own fellow-citizens. 1 say
if we ever had a man in this land who deserves

the lasting gratitude of his country, Millard Fill-

more is that man. [Renewed applause in the

galleries.]"
Mr. NOELL. Why was it that Mr. Fillmore

was defeated by the Northern Whig pai'ty after

he had served his first term?
Mr. NELSON. I do not know, unless it was

"because they had learned bad habits from their

'associations with the fire-eaters of the South.

[Laughter on the floor and in the galleries.]
While Mr. Fillmore manfully, patriotically, and

nobly discharged his duty in regard to the fugi-
tive slave law and everything else; ay, while he
removed Abolitionists from otfice, and would not

allow them to have place and power in order to

advance their views, all here who know the history
of the country—and it is presumed that every one

present does—will remember that, when the great
Democratic party assembled in 1852, and passed
those celebrated resolutions, including the stereo-

typed resolutions of 1798, it was reported in the

newspapers of the country that they pledged
themselves that if Pierce was elected Pi-esident of
the United States, the Free-Soilers should come
in as sharers of the spoils; and we all know that

Sumner was elected United States Senator by a
coalition between the Democrats and Free-Soilers
of Massachusetts; and we further remember that

Chase, of Ohio, was elected to a seat in the Senate
in a similar way. We know also that Judge
Bronson , of New York,was removed from the col-

lectorship of the port of New York because he
would not carry out the \4ews of the Administra-
tion in his appointments—views previously pro-

mulgated by John Van Euren and other delight-
ful interpreters of those Delphic resolutions.

[Laughter.]
I might pursue this train of thought and bring

up other reminiscences of our country's history;
but, having no desii-e to wound the feelings of any
one here present, or to create any improper ex-
citement \ipon the part of any gentl«man, cither

North or South, I forbear. The object of pass-
ing the resolution of the gentleman from North
Carolina [ Mr. Gilmer] is to allay excitement,
and to banish, so far as we can, profitless slavery

agitation from this Congress, before which no
measure, so far as I know, in regard to slavery
is likely to come.

Before I take my seat, I trust tlic House will

indulge mo in giving utterance to one or two old
fashioned scntiment.s which, in days past and
gone, were common to the whole American peo-
ple. It may excite the derision of a portion of
the disunionists of the North, and it may provoke
the contempt of the fire-eaters of the South; but
I say there is one class of sentiments which, al-

though the leaders in the excitement may strive

to create a feeling of discord in the minds of our

citizens, I trust all will hold in common. What
are they ? We love our country ; we love its mount-
ains, its hills, its valleys, and its streams; we love

its peaceful Sabbaths, its church-going bells, its

English Bible, and its glorious liberty of con-

science. [Applause.] We love that feature in

every American constitutioiitwhich abolishes all

hereditary honors and distinctions, and enables
the poor man 's child, if he have talent and genius,
to climb

"Tlie steep where fame's proud temple shines afar."

[Applause in the galleries.] We love the star-

spangled banner which has waved in triumph over

many a field of battle, and protects our commerce

upon every sea. We love the memory of the

world's only Washington. [Applause on the

floor and in the galleries.] We love the name
and the fame of every hero who has fought or

bled or died upon the battle fields of the country.
[Renewed applause.] Of them it may be said:

" They fell devoted but undying,
The veiy gale their names seem sighing;
The waters murmur of tlieir name,
The woods are peopled with tlieir fame ;

The silent pillar
—lone and gray—

Claims kindred with their sacred clay;
Their memory sparkles o"er the fountain,
Their spirits wrap the dusky mountain ;

The meanest rill—the mightiest river—
llolls, mingling witli tlieir fame, forever !"

[Great applause in the galleries.]
We not only love these, but above all, I trust,

we love this glorious Union, purchased by the

blood and treasure and consecrated by the pray-
ers of our fathers, and preserved by the v-alor of

their children. We love this glorious Union, I

repeat, and we want no abolition, no secession,
no disunion, no nullification, no civil wars, no

reeking carnage, no blazing fields, no burning
cities, no military despots to arise and bid

"The blood-red paths of conquest hail."

No, sir, no; we want none of this—none of these;
but we desire to live on as we have lived in times

past, a free and a united people; one in mind, one
in heart, one in interest, one in feeling, one in all

that makes a nation great, one in all that makes
a people happy. [Great applause in the galleries.]
I trust in God that these sentiments will fill and
swell the American heart as long as the gliding
streams tremble in the sunshine, leap joyously,
and roll to their ocean home; as long as the blue

mountains clap their hands or bathe their faces in

the sky; as
lon^

as the God of our fathers shall

lead us in perils to come, as he has led us in
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perils
that are passed, by a pillar of cloud by day

and II
I'illiir

of firi' by ni-rht.

It is With Bcntimentssuth as these that, althoii£rh

my voice is unknown to fame; althou;,'li I takr,

for the first time.myHcnt in a dehberativeixBseni-

bly, I would firmly, earnt^stly, yet nspectfuily,
invoke fjenllemen of the Nortn find ^-ntlinien of

Uie South to come up imd lay on the altar of our

common country this distracting question, which
does no ^ood, which creates incessant excitement,
which arms the slave a^inst his master, which
caus( s a ftclin* ofdissatisfaction toward this £^rfat

and glorious Union to prevail. I ask northern

min—can you, on an abstract question like this,

make no sacrifice in luhalf of our country? 1

usk Bcnithern men—can you, on a question like

tJiis, which is practically settled, at least for years
to come, mtiku no sacrifice? and can we not all

n»ree in adopting this resolution, patriotic in its

I tenns; a resolution which I am sure will commend
J itself to the approbation of the whole country , and
I which carries no sling in rei^ard to any member
I of this assembly?
I I then say, IVIr. Clerk, without occupying fur-

\ ther the time of the House, that 1 advocate the
'

adoption of this resolution; and I call on genlle-

I

men of this House, abler, older, having moreex-
I pericnce than myself, I ctill upon tin m to

rally
to

I
the standard of our country; to come up antf let

I

us link our shields together in behalfof this Union
' and our beloved institutions, and endeavor as far

;

as in us lies to hand down unimpaired and undi-
I minished, to our remotest posterity, those bless-

I
inga of civil and religious freedom which we en-

'

joy above all other nations under heaven. [Loud
applause.]






