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A key part of the Open for Business Act passed today is a new system to modernize Ontario’s 
environmental approvals program. 

The new system will enhance public transparency and environmental protection while improving 
service to business. The best interest of Ontarians remains the key priority at every step. 

The legislation includes provisions to develop and implement a new risk-based registry and 
approvals system. Changes include: 
 
 improving environmental protection by focusing resources on activities that pose the 

greatest risk 
 enhancing public transparency through a searchable electronic registry  
 online tools that make applying and obtaining approvals easier for business. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  

Risk-Based Approach 

Under the current process, Ontario receives more than 6,000 requests for Certificates of 
Approval each year. Many are for activities that pose a low risk to the environment and human 
health. Yet, each must go through the exact same process. 
 
It is clear that Ontario needs an updated risk-based approach that reflects our environmental 
and economic values. The new process will focus resources and efforts on activities that pose 
the greatest risk to the environment and public health.  
 
The risk-based model has already been successfully implemented in other modern regulatory 
jurisdictions such as New York, California and the United Kingdom. The approach is also used 
in Alberta and British Columbia. Saskatchewan will soon follow. 

Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) 

The legislation allows the province to build a modern approval system for the 21st century by 
creating a new environmental registry for lower-risk and less complex activities or sectors.  

Businesses will be able to register their activity online.  An “accountable person” will declare that 
the facility will operate in accordance with registry regulations. Key features include: 

 a more efficient and timely process for lower-risk activities and sectors 
 clear rules for activities eligible for registration 
 online registration and searchable database of registered businesses and activities 
 confirmation of registration provided when complete. 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/business/mofa/index.php
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/business/mofa/index.php


The activities on the registry are expected to be subject to eligibility and operating requirements. 
This will allow more resources to be devoted to approval applications for activities that pose the 
greatest risk to the environment. 

Environmental Compliance Approvals (ECA) 

For activities that are more complex and higher risk, an approval would still be required. The 
new system will include features designed to match the operational realities of businesses, 
including: 

 single approvals for businesses with multiple activities or locations 
 approval with the flexibility to make regular operational changes 
 processes that sets a level playing field for old and new businesses. 

Environmental Protection and Public Transparency 

Environmental approvals are a necessary requirement of doing business in Ontario for activities 
that have emissions to the environment.  
 
The legislation will strengthen Ontario’s environmental protection by providing greater 
transparency and focusing resources on activities that pose the greatest risk to the environment. 
Improvements include: 
 
 an online transparent approvals system that allows for better data collection and sharing 
 a searchable public website for all activities subject to registration or approval 
 better information sharing to ensure informed decision making for environmental 

approvals. 
 

Current  Modern Approvals 
All 6,000 requests for environmental 
approval received each year undergo the 
same process 

Requests for approvals will enter two paths: 

1. Complex or higher risk activities follow the 
ECA process. 

2. Lower-risk, well understood activities/facilities 
could enter the registry process. 

Outdated paper-based system  Client focused electronic portal will be 
created to make it easier for the people of 
Ontario to complete transactions such as 
making an applications to obtain approvals.  

Public information not easily accessible  Enhanced public transparency through 
searchable electronic records. 

Businesses with multiple locations or 
activities require multiple approvals  

 Single approval for a facility that considers 
environmental effects on an ecosystem basis 

 Approval with the flexibility to operate a 
facility within established rules for protecting 
the environment without need for an 
amendment  

Legacy facilities operating under approvals 
that are out of date 

 Sets a level playing field for old and new 
businesses 

 allows mandatory periodic review of existing 



permissions 

 

Consultation 

Last winter, the province began a series of stakeholder discussions on the proposed approach 
to modernize approvals.  Consultations included a round table of 24 environmental and industry 
experts who provided advice on matters related to developing and implementing the new 
process.  

The approach was also posted on the Environmental Registry for a period of 45 days for public 
comment. Ontario will invite further input from the round table and other stakeholders, including 
Aboriginal communities, should Ontario develop regulations and implement the proposed 
changes. 

Moving Forward 

The new approval model will be introduced and implemented over the next two years.  Further 
regulations may follow beyond September 2012 to transition additional sectors/activities to the 
registry or new Environmental Compliance Approval processes. 

Open for Business 

Open for Business is Ontario’s program to create faster, smarter and streamlined government-
to-business services and to establish a modern system of government. It is a key part of the 
Ontario Government’s commitment to make Ontario more attractive to business while protecting 
the public interest. 
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