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THE speed limit on a rat-run
linking Stourbridge and Hale-
sowen will be reduced to
40mph over safety concerns.
Wynall Lane South, Lutley Lane,
Wassell Grove Road and Foxcote Lane
will all be reduced from the national
speed limit. Safety experts say the
change was needed due to fears that
vehicles travelling at 60mph posed a
risk to cyclists and pedestrians.
Highways bosses insist the speed reduction

will make it safer for people who live on the
roads but ward councillors have raised con-
cerns it has not gone far enough.
Councillor Richard Body said the roads were

‘still too dangerous’
despite the lower speed
limit.
Councillors and

residents had called
for action over claims
drivers are not slowing
down enough when
entering the residen-
tial area at the end of
Wynall Lane South
and Lutley Lane.
Councillor Body said

the amount of traffic
using the lanes had in-

creased dramatically in recent years and called
for a 30mph limit.
But chiefs said decided against it as it was

thought drivers would ignore the slower limit.

Signs
The stretch links Brook Holloway, Stour-

bridge, with the Hagley Road and is often used
by drivers heading towards the M5.
Flashing signs will go up along the lanes to

remind those going too fast of the new speed
limit.
Dudley Council environment boss Hilary

Bills said: “It’s used as a rat-run to avoid
Grange island and traffic around Halesowen.
“People were travelling too quickly when

they left the rat-run and went through the res-
idential areas.
“When they hit the 30 either end they wer-

en’t slowing down and were going too quickly.
We can put up repeater signs so people remem-
ber they’re supposed to be going at 40. It is ex-
pected that the signs will be up in a couple of
months.”
Councillor Body, who represents Cradley

and Wollescote, said: “Even at 40mph it is too
quick.”

Report by Richard Guttridge CHARITY

Albion award for
fundraiser Dave
BLACK Country charity fundraiser
Blind Dave Heeley has been awarded
the Freedom of The Hawthorns at a
star-studded dinner in recognition of
his extraordinary efforts on behalf of
West Brom’s club charity the Albion
Foundation.
Head coach Tony Pulis and captain

Darren Fletcher presented him with a
symbolic key to the ground of his be-
loved Baggies at a surprise climax to
Monday’s celebration of the Founda-
tion’s 25th anniversary.

HEALTH

MP tells of blood
poisoning battle
DUDLEY South MP Mike Wood has re-
vealed how he almost died after being
struck down by blood poisoning.
The Conservative MP was placed in an

induced coma after developing sepsis.
He initially had a sore throat but con-

tinued to deteriorate to the point doctors
feared he may die.
Mr Wood, who was elected Dudley

South MP at the 2015 general election, is
now battling back to recovery.
He even managed to return to the House

of Commons for Monday’s crucial Brexit
vote.

POLICE

Man fighting for
life after stabbing
POLICE are appealing for witnesses after a
man was stabbed in Netherton.
The 28-year-old was in a serious condi-

tion in hospital after suffering multiple stab
wounds near Netherton Health Centre on
Halesowen Road at around midnight on
Sunday.
Trouble flared on the corner of Cross-

ley Street and residents reported seeing
a gang of around five people in the street
shouting before police arrived.
Detectives have appealed for witnesses

to contact them on 101.
l Residents worried – see page 3

Kellie Bates, of Lower Gornal, and her son Matthew and some of the Easter bonnets she had made to raise money for people with Williams Syndrome

BEAUTIFUL BONNETS TO BOOST FUNDRAISING

A MOTHER whose five-year-old son has Wil-
liams Syndrome is making Easter bonnets to
help raise money for those with the condition.
Kellie Bates, 36, from Lower Gornal, has

a wide of range of designs, including Minnie
Mouse and the Minions, to be sold at school
and nursery parades in the area.

It’s the second year running she has made
bonnets and last year £200 was donated to the
Williams Syndrome Foundation, which pro-
vides support for people like Kellie’s son, Mat-
thew, who is a pupil at Woodsetton School.
“I am on target to raise more money this

time,” said Kellie.

Williams Syndrome – a non-hereditary con-
dition – affects one in around 18,000 people in
the UK and causes distinctive facial features
and a range of learning difficulties.
To view the wide range of the colourful

bonnets, search for Kel’s Easter bonnets on
Facebook.

HEAVEN SENT
SINGER EMELI
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Councillor Richard Body



The Laser
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SUPER IPL HAIR REMOVAL, PAIN FREE,
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DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT?
or anyone who just needs extra help!

Can’t come to us, we’ll come to YOU
We will bring 100s of carpet samples
sofa and bed brochures to your door

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T.
Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take

away old carpets FREE OF CHARGE
Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal.

Bromley Carpets / BedsAbleAb&
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Family Run Est since 1978

FREEPHONE
0800 0853747

Adrian Bromley
01902 880541
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Planning

100’s of rolls and end of rolls in store at knockdown prices
WE WILL BEAT YOUR BIG SUPERSTORE
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Divan Beds
Singles from
£92

Double from
£142

Bleach
cleanable

carpets from
£3.99 sq yd

Heavy Domestic
Saxony’s

from
£6.99 sq yd

was £14.99

y Bank
● Lye
● Wollescote
● Kinver

● Stourbridge
● Pedmore
● Brierley Hill
● Wordsley

Terms &
conditions apply

Electric Chairs from
£450

Electric Beds from
£549

Free Warehouse Unit D Dormston Trading Est

75%OFUP
TO

● Quarry B

£450

Click on-line for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk

Double Orthopaedic
Divan Bed
£245
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Jail for man
who held a
syringe to
drivers’    necks
A ROBBER who held a syringe, which 
he claimed was ‘infected with Aids’, to 
the neck of taxi drivers in the Black 
Country has been jailed for seven years.

David Purcell left two cabbies terri-
fied when he threatened them with the 
needle and stole money from them in at-
tacks last summer.

The 31-year-old from Halesowen first 
struck on June 6 when he got into a taxi 
on Cloister Drive and held a syringe he 
claimed was infected with Aids to the 
driver’s neck.

He demanded cash and fled on foot 
after the petrified cabbie handed it over.

On July 14 he repeated the crime, this 
time threatening a driver with the infec-
tion on Shenstone Avenue. 

Neither victim was injured in the rob-
beries.

Purcell, from Hamilton Avenue, was 
caught out when police worked with 
the owner of the cab firm and linked 
the phone number that had ordered the 
taxis to the mobile owned by the crim-
inal.

The device was found on Purcell when 
he was arrested three weeks later.

Detective Constable Sean Lowe, who 
led the investigation for West Midlands 
Police, praised the bravery of the victims 
for coming forward and identifying Pur-
cell.

“These serious offences understanda-
bly caused a lot of concern amongst cab 
drivers in the area,” he said.

Purcell was charged with two counts 
of robbery and jailed at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court on March 1.

Society milestone
meeting at Portal
THE Black Country Society’s annual 
general meeting will be held before its 
the next lecture at Dudley Canal Trust’s 
The Portal, off Birmingham New Road, 
on Wednesday, March 22.

The society also plans to show Black 
Country films made in the 1960s and 
centred on the Turks Head pub in Brier-
ley Hill.

The illustrated lecture by Roger 
Butler will be about a canal trip in the 
West Midlands in the 1970s, a nostalgic 
journey along local canals and the River 
Severn. 

The 50th Annual General Meeting 
will take place before the lecture.

The evening starts at 7.30pm with ad-
mission £2 for non-members.

Call to relatives 
of Coseley man
A CALL has gone out for relatives of the 
late Terrence Clark to get in touch with 
the Black Country coroner.

Mr Clark was found at his home in 
Rounds Hill Road, Coseley, on Sunday.

Call 0121 569 6990 with any informa-
tion.

AN overhaul of Dudley Town Hall could 
see more shows held at the venue to 
make the concert hall ‘viable’.

Council documents have also stated 
that the landmark venue could be ‘con-
trolled by another organisation’.

The revamp would see a new kitchen 
and conference area added.

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, cabinet 
member for leisure, said: “It has always 
been my ambition to get as much night 
time economy as day time in Dudley. The 
town hall needs to be playing its part in 
this and we want to bring more people to 
the town to enjoy it. 

“At this stage it would be all in-house 
managed but there is nothing ruled in 
or nothing ruled out for the future. An-
ything that we can do to make the town 
hall better we will do, as it will be impor-
tant for growth in Dudley.

“We need a kitchen area there as that 
will be another opportunity to enhance 
catering and to be able to hold confer-
ences.

“We want to bring more shows in and 
have already taken on a dedicated officer 
to do this.”

Dudley Town Hall, built in 1928, is the 
largest concert venue in the borough. 

Council documents state: “Work is 
being undertaken to see how the site 
might be made viable (cost neutral) as an 
entertainment venue.”

Jasper Carrott will be bringing his 
Stand Up and Rock show to the St 
James’s Road venue on April 21 and 22.

It was recently announced that three 
of the original members of 1981 Eurovi-
sion Song Contest winners Bucks Fizz 
will be performing at the town hall on 
June 29. Cheryl Baker, Mike Nolan and 
Jay Aston are billed as ‘formerly of Bucks 
Fizz’ for the Make Believe tour. Comedi-
enne Jenny Eclair visits on May 18.

Town hall boost to attract more shows

Jasper Carrott at town hall 

Hussain’s taxi hurtled into the car at the junction, turning it over and resulting in Amar’s death

Grieving mother joining
seatbelt safety move
SUKHI Atwal knows from tragic per-
sonal experience the dangers of not 
wearing a seatbelt.

Her 12-year-old son Amar was sat unbuck-
led in the back of a car when it was involved 
in an horrific crash when a taxi kept going 
at a give-way junction and smashed into the 
side of the vehicle.

The force of the impact threw the football-loving 
schoolboy from the car and he died in hospital two 
days later from ‘devastating’ brain injuries.

Now his brave mother, who was not in the car 
at the time, has agreed to speak out about the im-
portance of wearing a seatbelt as part of a police 
campaign.

Mrs Atwal will visit schools and speak to drivers 
and passengers as part of a week-long awareness 
campaign by West Midlands Police.

Amar was in a relative’s Mitsubishi Outlander 
when it was struck by the Vauxhall Astra taxi in 
Hollyhedge Road, Stone Cross, in May 2015.

His 12-year-old cousin, who was also in the car, 
also suffered serious injuries but survived.

Jailed
Taxi driver Nadeem Hussain, 35, from Dudley, 

was jailed for six years in December for causing 
death by dangerous driving.

Amar was a footballer with Willenhall-based 
Sporting Khalsa and attended Queen Mary’s 
Grammar School in Walsall.

Mrs Atwal, from Great Barr, said: “We will never 
get over the loss of Amar. He was such a bright, in-
telligent, fun-loving boy. He was an innocent victim 
of the crash and there is now a huge hole which can 
never be filled in our lives.

“Wearing a seatbelt could have saved his life. 
At the very least it would have given him a better 
chance of survival.

“We can never get Amar back but I just hope by 
encouraging both young and old to try and be as 
safe as possible they won’t have to go through the 
heartbreak we have.”

Mrs Atwal will join traffic officers and West Mid-
lands Police Special Constable Clive Broadhurst, 
who campaigns on seatbelt safety at schools across 
the region, as part of an international seatbelt 
awareness campaign, which runs until Friday.

She will be at a roadside checkpoint urging mo-
torists to make sure all passengers wear seatbelts 
and that youngsters are safely strapped in child car 
seats.

Constable Broadhurst has also produced a heart-
felt video featuring images of Amar and his mother 
that will be used during school presentations.. Mrs Atwall with son Amar, who died from his injuries Dudley taxi driver Hussain was jailed for six years
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Over 40 Styles & Colours

DON’T throw out
costly cabinets
when you can
re-use them!

We Can
Replace

the
Doors

Save Money on Replacement Doors with the Midlands No.1

NEW
BROCHURE

2017
For

0800 088 7044
Add to your home with our amazing conceptValue

www.iudk.co.uk.
Monday to Friday
10am - 5.30pm

Saturday 10 - 4pm
Closed Sunday

Next to Sainsburys - Wordsley Green Stourbridge

01384
660065

We Welcome

Old Kitchens Made New!
Get One

FREE
Excludes Solid Wood

BUY 2

*When you buy
6 or more Doors

Spring
Offers
Now on!

A MAN is fighting for his life in 
hospital after being stabbed in 
Netherton.

The 28-year-old was in a se-
rious condition after suffering 
multiple stab wounds near Neth-
erton Health Centre on Hale-
sowen Road.

Trouble flared on the corner of 
Crossley Street at around mid-
night on Sunday.

Residents reported seeing a 
gang of around five people in the 

street and heard shouting and 
screaming.

The victim was reportedly seen 
staggering to his feet before police 
arrived on the scene.

Crossley Street was cordoned 
off on Monday as officers searched 
the area to try to piece together 
what happened.

Detective Inspector Colin Mat-
tinson from West Midlands Po-
lice CID said: “Investigations are 
ongoing at the scene. Officers are 

carrying out forensic examina-
tions and CCTV inquiries. 

“We are asking if anyone was 
in the vicinity of the health centre 
in Halesowen Road and who saw 
what happened or has any infor-
mation, to contact police on 101.” 

A resident, who did not want to 
be named, said: “I heard the com-
motion, kids running up and down 
the road screaming.” Another res-
ident said: “I’m thinking of mov-
ing. I don’t feel safe in my home.”

A police cordon blocked access across the road where the stabbing took place in Netherton on Sunday

Residents worried after man stabbed

£175 fine for bus driver 
who ruined woman’s life
THE husband of a grandmother 
who was left with half a head after 
being hit by a bus has slammed the 
driver’s ‘appalling’ £175 fine.

Deborah Davies, 56, was left in a criti-
cal condition and suffered severe injuries. 
A life-saving surgery on her brain left her 
without half of her skull before it was re-
placed with a metal plate.

Driver Surjeet Singh Pal, 57, lost control of 

Now get on
with it, MPs
tell Prime
Minister
MPS have called on the Prime Minis-
ter to ‘get on’ with Brexit after a his-
toric night in Parliament.

Dudley MPs Ian Austin and Mike 
Wood both said Theresa May should 
now start Britain’s exit from the Eu-
ropean Union as MPs and Lords last 
night voted on whether to trigger Ar-
ticle 50 – the formal mechanism for 
leaving the European Union.

Conservative Dudley South MP 
Mike Wood made his first appearance 
in the Commons while recovering 
from a life-threatening illness to sup-
port the Government. 

He said: “There is speculation that 
the Prime Minister will trigger Article 
50 by the end of the month. I think we 
have reached the point where there is 
nothing to gain from further delay. 

“Everything is now in place and we 
need to get on with negotiating the 
best possible deal for Britain. We face 
some very tough and challenging ne-
gotiations. The fact they will be hard 
underlines why it was wrong for MPs 
and Lords to tie the Prime Minister’s 
hands by putting conditions on what 
she could do.

“Placing those restrictions on the 
Prime Minister would clearly hinder 
our ability to get the best possible 
deal.”

Labour Dudley North MP Ian Aus-
tin agreed he did not want any further 
delays. 

He said: “Whether or not I’ve got 
confidence in Theresa May isn’t the 
issue. I’ve got confidence in the peo-
ple I represent and the British people. 
I respect them and the result of the 
referendum so I voted to trigger Ar-
ticle 50. 

Deal
“I don’t want any delays I’m crystal 

clear: I want Theresa May to get on 
with it.

“I’m working hard to get the best 
deal for Dudley. Local people tell me 
that jobs must be the top priority, 
followed by NHS funding and immi-
gration. 

“I want a deal that helps local firms 
and brings new jobs to Dudley and I 
want the Government to guarantee 
that they’ll replace the grants we cur-
rently get from the EU, especially the 
£50 million the Black Country gets 
each year for skills and training.”

The comments came as MPs voted 
on the final stages of the EU With-
drawal Bill in the Commons on Mon-
day night.

The legislation had initially been 
voted through last month but went 
back before the Commons after it was 
rejected in the House of Lords.

Delays predicted 
during gas work
GAS works are expected to cause dis-
ruption on a busy road in Brierley 
Hill for the next three weeks. Tempo-
rary traffic lights will be up on Leys 
Road, Brockmoor, until the end of the 
month.

Bus station revamp links to Metro stop
A MAJOR £9 million revamp of Dudley bus station, 
which will see it linked to the Midland Metro, is ex-
pected within five years.

Work to improve the town’s outdated bus station 
has been in the pipeline since 2014 but the project 
was put on hold last year.

Dudley Council’s regeneration boss now ways 
that work could start before 2022.

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, cabinet member 
for planning and economic regeneration at Dudley 
Council, said the delay was down to the project be-
coming much bigger after it was tied in with the 
Metro.

The Metro is due to be extended to Dudley and 
Brierley Hill.

The project is a joint operation between Dudley 
Council, the Midland Metro Alliance (MMA) and 
Network West Midlands.

Councillor Ahmed said the plans were in the ‘very 
early stages’.

MMA, which is working on behalf of the West 
Midlands Combined Authority, expects work on the 
tram route to begin in 2019 and for the new route 
to be open for passengers by 2023.

Councillor Ahmed said: “There are clear plans, 
which are absolutely great for Dudley. I expect 
the terminal to be built much quicker than 2022. 
The tram will travel up Castle Hill, go along Castle 
Street and will come through Dudley bus station.”

He added: “The people of Dudley have been de-

prived for too long and it is not acceptable. It will be 
a great hub of transport and will transform the area.
The opportunities are huge.”

The terminal will be compromised of a redevel-
oped bus station, which will alone cost £6,830,000.

The tram stop will be part of the new Midland 
Metro line to be built between Brierley Hill and 
Wednesbury.

The terminal would allow passengers to catch bus 
and tram services in close proximity, allowing them 
more direct links to travel across the region.

The Metro will use the old railway line for part of 
the route servicingGreat Bridge, Dudley Port, Dud-
ley town centre, the Waterfront and Merry Hill, be-
fore terminating in Brierley Hill town centre.

Stolen Jag was 
found at scrapyard

Starter homes for 
first time buyers

A STOLEN Jaguar car has been re-
covered from a scrapyard in the Brier-
ley Hill area. 

West Midlands Police officers from 
Stourbridge were out on Saturday 
morning conducting routine enquir-
ies when they came across the X-type 
and are making enquiries as to how it 
ended up there. 

The Stourbridge Police team posted 
on Twitter: “Team out doing arrest 
enquiries this morning located a sto-
len Jaguar x-type at a salvage yard in 
Brierley Hill. Vehicle has been recov-
ered.”

Club to relaunch 
as a gay venue

Ambulance window 
is smashed by yob

THE former Rock Zombie nightclub 
is set to re-open as a venue aimed at 
the gay scene, called Bar Diva

Businessman Christopher Marson 
has confirmed that he has the keys 
to the venue and work has begun on 
renovation.

He said: “If all goes to plan then 
we’ll open on April 14. We’re just 
waiting on the licence. The keys have 
been handed over so the venue is now 
in my hands. We’re just trying to 
change it all around at the moment.”

AN ambulance chief has spoken of his 
outrage after a rock was thrown at 
paramedics rushing an elderly patient 
to hospital.

It smashed through the passenger 
window of the ambulance in the early 
hours of Sunday, as they drove on the 
A449 near Hartlebury. Medics had to 
wait for another ambulance to convey 
the critically ill patient to Worcester-
shire Royal Hospital. Safety manager 
Steve Elliker said: “I just couldn’t be-
lieve that anyone would do this.”

A COMMUNITY garden in Dudley is 
hosting a science day this weekend.

Jasmine Road Community Gardens, 
in Kates Hill, holds the event on Sat-
urday between 11am and 4pm. 

There will be displays, workshops, 
food and a chance to learn about the 
science of growing plants.

COUNCIL bosses have revealed that 
work could begin in September to 
build 79 starter homes on the sites of 
community centres and a care home.

Dudley Council is aiming the prop-
erties at first time buyers and will be 
selling them at a 20 per cent discount. 

The cash-strapped authority also 
hopes to make £1.8 million profit. 

The sites are at former community 
centres, the Mere Centre in Stour-
bridge, Turner House at Wrens Nest 
and St Thomas Network in Dudley, 
plus the site of Amblecote House care 
home.

Gardens science day

NEWS IN BRIEF

his vehicle on May 22 
last year and mounted 
the pavement in Stour-
bridge, hitting Mrs 
Davies from behind 
and sending her flying 
into a gutter.

Her husband Steve 
Davies, 58, says the bus 
driver has ‘ruined their 
lives’.

Singh Pal, who is un-
derstood to have driven 
onto the pavement 
when approaching a 
bend, received a £175 

fine and a six-month driving ban from Birming-
ham Magistrates’ Court. He must also reapply 
for his licence from the DVLA.

Retired engineer Mr Davies lashed out at the 
sentence and said: “It’s appalling. It’s no pun-
ishment at all. He has ruined our lives and he 
gets to walk free.”

“Deborah went from being a vibrant and 
vivacious young grandmother to being solely 
dependent on me and our family.”

Mr Davies witnessed the accident along with 
one of their five grandchildren. They were on 
their way to complete a purchase on a dream 
home so they could move closer to their daugh-
ter and grandchildren when the accident hap-
pened.

An ambulance crew that were two vehicles 
behind rushed out and immediately adminis-
tered first aid, without which Mrs Davies would 
have died.

Mrs Davies was placed into an induced coma 
for a week. She sustained severe brain damage 
which led to a blood clot on the brain. She re-
quired life-saving surgery and extensive reha-
bilitation.

She also suffered a broken neck, fractured 
cheek, broken ribs and a punctured lung in the 
collision.

Deborah Davies
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Quality Kitchens | Bedrooms | Office Furniture
Direct from the manufacturer

SUPPLY OR
FITTING

AVAILABLE
ALL AT TRADE

PRICES
TOP QUALITY

WORKMANSHIP

EVERYTHING MADE TO ORDER
AT TRADE PRICES

CALL AND DISCUSS YOUR
DESIGNS WITH NO OBLIGATION

From

£995
TOP QUALITY AT
TRADE PRICES

444 Brettell Lane, Amblecote, Stourbridge DY8 4BP Tel: 01384 70094
www.dkbfittedfurniture.co.uk info@dkbfittedfurniture.co.uk

DKB
FITTED FURNITURE

Est.1973

Visit our showroom
9 High Street Wollaston DY8 4NH
Tel: 01384 374237 or 0800 1582456
email:enquiries@wollastonbathrooms.ltd.uk

Open:
Monday-Friday
8.00am-5.00pm
Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm

Fully Fitted
Bathrooms

rom £3000 inc VAT
0mm x 900mm Quadrant Tray and Shower
Valve, W.C. Basin and Pedestal with Tap,

18 Sqm Wall Tiles
+ 3 Sqm Floor Tiles!

Before

Fr
900

V

After

FREE No Obligation
Survey and Quotation

Supply Only
Service Available

Trade enquiries
welcome

DISABILITY
ADAPTIONS

“Adapting your bathroom for you.”
A wide range of bath and showering options are

available, all designed to make bathing and
showering easier and safer for you.
“Save” you may be entitled

to zero rated VAT

MORE than 60 tenants have 
moved out of four high-rise 
flats earmarked for demoli-
tion by Dudley Council. 

A total of 61 residents have 
moved into new accommodation 
from Arley, Compton, Wells and 
Manor Courts in Netherton.

The four tower blocks are set to be 
knocked down by 2023 in a bid to save 
money, as the cash-strapped authority 
deemed them too expensive to keep in 
operation. 

The authority has began a process to 
move out all residents and hope to re-
home everyone by the end of the year. 

But the move has been met with op-
position by some residents, who don’t 
want to move out. They made their 
voices heard at a public meeting last 
year which saw them put across heated 
arguments to council officers. 

Councillor Gaye Partridge, cabinet 
member for housing, said: “When we 
announced plans last year to demol-
ish Arley, Compton, Wells and Manor 
Courts, we had 194 flats occupied 
across the four blocks. 

“Sixty-one households are now in 
new homes and 30 are waiting to view 
a property or sign paperwork for their 
move. 

“For those remaining, we are help-
ing in any way we can which includes 
sending out weekly newsletters and if 
needed one-to-one support advice and 
information.”

Sustainable
Bosses decided the four blocks, 

which were built in the 1960s, were 
no longer sustainable, as they needed 
a minimum of £9.1 million spent in the 
short term to get them up to standard.

A public notice published in January 
stated that the tower blocks would be 
demolished by December 18, 2023, but 
is looking to rehome everyone by the 
start of next year.

Among the residents who are 
against the authority’s plans is Rachel 
Hill, aged 31, who lives in Arley Court. 
She said: “I am in the process of mov-
ing out, but I don’t want to – this has 
been my home for the last three years. 
I don’t want to go. Some people have 
been here for years and years.”

More than 60 tenants
leave doomed flats

University first with policing degree
THE University of Wolverhampton is 
set to become one of the first in the 
country to offer a degree apprentice-
ship in policing.

The Police Constable Degree Ap-
prenticeship will be rolled out na-
tionally from September 2017 and 
the University of Wolverhampton has 
been instrumental in developing the 
new programme.

Sharon Gander, lecturer in policing 

in the faculty of social sciences, has 
been working with the College of Po-
licing to develop a series of new polic-
ing qualifications, which also include 
a new policing degree from 2019 and 
a graduate conversion course.

She said: “I am delighted to be 
involved in the apprenticeship trail-
blazer group development of the new 
policing degree apprenticeship that 
will be rolled out nationally.

“The professional body for policing 
is introducing academic recognition 
for its existing workforce and this is a 
fantastic opportunity for the univer-
sity to be directly involved in devel-
oping a practical qualification which 
combines on-the-job training while 
studying towards a high level quali-
fication.”

The university opened an appren-
ticeship hub last year providing a 

venue for potential apprentices, em-
ployers and learning providers.

Having been awarded £250,000 
funding from the Higher Education 
Funding Council, the University is 
developing a range of new degree ap-
prenticeships in a variety of subjects 
to support the need for skills in areas 
such as law, engineering, digital tech-
nology, leadership and management, 
policing and nursing. 

By Jamie Brassington

The life of a
much-loved
minister is
celebrated
THE life and work of a much-loved 
Methodist minister were celebrated 
at a moving funeral service.

Around 400 people packed Dar-
lington Street Methodist Church in 
Wolverhampton, where the Reverend 
Tony Kinch had been superintendent 
minister for 27 years.

Among the mourners were Wol-
verhampton MP Rob Marris, who 
described the clergyman as ‘a big 
personality’, and the city’s mayor 
Councillor Barry Findlay, who read 
a lesson.

Rev Kinch, who was 76, held several 
offices in the church, and was also in-
volved in charities and in civic life. He 
was remembered most for his work 
with the homeless and for bringing 
different faiths together.

The father-of-two, who died at 
Compton Hospice last month from a 
brain tumour, had been a qualified 
football referee, chairman of advo-
cacy at the National Children’s Home 
charity, chairman and president of 
Age UK Wolverhampton and chaplain 
to four of the city’s mayors.

Rev Dr Caroline Wickens, of Dudley 
and Netherton ministry, spoke of how 
Mr Kinch had started his ministry 
there in 1966, living in a high-rise flat 
opposite one of the churches for four 
years, and returning to Netherton 
again later to help out ‘when we were 
in a bit of a mess.’ She added: “He left 
a legacy of vibrant faith in God, work-
ing right up against the rough edges 
of the real world.” 

The service was led by superinten-
dent minister David Lavender.

American football
team back charity
AN American football team in 
Sandwell has announced a new char-
ity partner, after raising £2,000 for 
Sandwell-based charities last year.

Sandwell Steelers is teaming up 
with the Buddy Bag Foundation, 
which was created in response to the 
rising number of children entering 
care due to violent situations at home.

Founder Karen Williams said: “We 
are delighted that the Sandwell Steel-
ers have agreed to support us this 
year. It will make a huge difference 
and we are really looking forward to 
going to watch their games and get-
ting involved in their activities. The 
Buddy Bag Appeal has gone from 
strength to strength since we began 
in 2015. We have provided a backpack 
filled with essential items to 6,510 
children.”

Actor visits college’s
new drama facilities
AN actor returned to his old college 
to see the new £3m performing arts 
facilities. Liam Jeavons, from BBC 
TV drama WPC 56, visited Halesow-
en College with other former drama 
studentsto help launched the drama 
facilities and share experiences.

Fee-fi-fo-fun! Stars back for panto

Best Pantomime Newcomer in the Great British Pantomime Awards, Doreen Tipton will be at the Grand again
THERE will be plenty of fe-fi-fo-fun in store at Wolver-
hampton’s Grand Theatre later this year as the cast of 
this year’s panto Jack and the Beanstalk was revealed.

Singer Gareth Gates will take the title role as Jack, 
with ‘Queen of the Black Country’ Doreen Tipton 
and Loose Women’s Lisa Riley making a return to the 
Grand’s stage. 

It comes hot on the heels of Doreen being named Best 
Pantomime Newcomer in the Great British Pantomime 
Awards after her first appearance at the Lichfield Street 
theatre last festive season when she played the Empress 
of China in the production of Aladdin. 

Dame Trott will be played by Ian Adams and Adam C 
Booth will also be making a return to the Grand as he 

takes on the role of Simple Simon. Jack and the Bean-
stalk will run from December 9 to January 14, 2018.

Last year’s panto saw more than 60,000 people visit 
the theatre, smashing previous box office records and 
grossing £100,000 more than the previous year’s pro-
duction of Peter Pan. This year it is hoped even more 
people will visit the classic story of Jack and his gigantic 
adventures in the land of the giant.

Scott Bird, sales and marketing manager at The 
Grand, said: “It’s a really exciting time for us as we de-
velop what the Grand Theatre pantomime offers the re-
gion and it’s lovely to be earning significant recognition 
along the way.”

Tickets cost from £17.50 to £38. Call 01902 429 212.

Apprenticeships
route for pupils

2,000 abusive calls
made to 999 staff

TWO thirds of pupils in the West Mid-
lands aged between 16 and 18 say they 
will consider an apprenticeship after 
leaving school as a route into employ-
ment. The figures have been released 
in a study from the Association of Ac-
counting Technicians (ATT).

The survey showed 47 per cent of 
16-30-year-olds in the region think an 
apprenticeship could fast track their 
careers over university. 

In hindsight, more than two thirds, 
68 per cent, of degree holders in the 
region would now consider an alterna-
tive route into employment.

Meeting on future
of GP services

JLR boss calls for 
free and fair trade

THE public are invited to the upcom-
ing Primary Care Commissioning 
Committee meeting, held by the Dud-
ley Clinical Commissioning Group.

The role of the committee is to en-
sure collective decisions on planning, 
developing, delivering, monitoring 
and managing of the budget for GP 
services across Dudley, under dele-
gated authority from NHS England.

The meeting is at 1pm tomorrow 
(Friday) at Brierley Hill Health and 
Social Care Centre on Venture Way. 
Email lindsey.harding@dudleyccg.
nhs.uk for details.

THE chief executive of Jaguar Land 
Rover says the business will continue 
to need ‘free and fair trade’ with Eu-
rope following Brexit. Speaking at the 
Geneva Motor Show, Dr Ralf Speth 
said Europe was the most important 
market for JLR as it sells 120,000 cars 
a year in Europe, which also supplied 
essential components.

JLR, with its engine manufacturing 
centre at Wolverhampton, unveiled its 
revolutionary Range Rover Velar and 
Jaguar I-PACE Concept electric car. 

A SINGER/SONGWRITER from Kid-
derminster is supporting singer Ian 
McCulloch at the Robin 2 in Bilston. 

The Echo and the Bunnyman front-
man has a solo concert in the club on 
May 9. Ian Passey, who records and 
performs as The Humdrum Express, 
will be playing before him.

HARSHER penalties need to be 
brought in to protect ambulance con-
trol room workers from abusive call-
ers, union chiefs have said. 

It comes after figures revealed call 
handlers with West Midlands Ambu-
lance Service received almost 2,000 
abusive calls between 2013 and 2016.

Figures revealed hundreds of ver-
bal attacks across the country in the 
past three years including threats to 
kill, and racist and sexual slurs. The 
union Unison has now urged the Gov-
ernment to bring in tougher punish-
ments to deter abusive callers.

Ians at the double
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Established for over a decade
Cloudy2Clear windows have
become a leading company for
glass replacement. Issues with
double glazing can often be
gradual and may only be noticed
during a clear sunny day or
during the winter. A failed glass
unit may no longer provide you
with the protection you need
or be energy efficient. Why not
spend a few minutes checking
your home to see if you have any

failed double glazing?
If you act now you can avoid
these problems.
Now, you may think you need to

replace the whole window including
the frames and all the hardware,
however Cloudy2Clear have come
up with a simple and cost saving
solution… Just replace the glass!!
If you see condensation in your

windows just visit our website or
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118.
We will send out our highly

experienced engineers for a
free no obligation quote. A
Cloudy2Clear quote takes
on average no longer than
20 minutes. Once the quote
is completed, we will sit
down with you and explain
the problem and tell you how
we can fix it. With years of
experience Cloudy2Clear have
a wealth of knowledge and are
recognised as a Which Trusted
Trader, plus our work is backed

by an industry leading 25 year
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also
replace faulty locks handles
and hinges on all windows and
doors.
Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear

specialist is Brian Stanley and
he services Stourbridge & the
surrounding areas.
So, if your windows are

steamed up, broken or damaged
give Brian a call for a free
quotation on 0800 61 21 118.

Cloudy2Clear Windows...
Service With A Smile!

Cloudy2Clear
GUARANTEE All
Customers That An
Average Quote Will
Take No Longer
Than 20 MINS!!!

Has Your Double Glazing
Steamed Up?

ADVERTISEMENT

The huge pile of rubbish dumped on the Enville Estate, off the Bridgnorth Road near Stourbridge

Call for tougher action
after rubbish dumped
THREE lorry loads of rubbish were 
dumped on a track in private woodland 
near Stourbridge, leaving the owner 
with a five-figure clean-up bill.

The tons of commercial pre-sorted rubbish, 
mainly plastic, was tipped on the track off 
Bridgnorth Road in Stourton last Tuesday 
(March 7).

A passer-by spotted the fly-tippers, who not only 
used the rubbish-filled lorries but also a car to keep 
watch.

He was chased off by the occupants in the car 
who came out wearing balaclavas.

The incident was on the opposite side of the road 
to the Fox Inn on land owned by the Enville Estate. 

Assistant estate manager George Williams 
said: “Someone driving by saw a lorry drive into 
the gateway so called up our office. The passer-by 
turned round and parked up in the gateway to take 
photos, as he did this a group of men with balacla-
vas chased him off.”

On Friday, the Environment Agency inspected 
the rubbish, which will take several weeks to move. 
Staffordshire Police was also called to the incident 
and are investigating.

Mr Williams said the estate, which covers 6,500 
acres, is targeted by fly-tippers every week. In-
stances range from a lone fridge freezer to 34 tons 
of commercial waste dumped in 2013.

Frustration
He said: “Recently the local council has increased 

the fees to take your household rubbish to the tip, 
this is only going to increase the amount of fly tip-
ping in the area. The fines have gone up but they 
are still not deterring people from dumping rub-
bish. It is a real frustration for landowners, who 
are left paying to clear up the waste.”

The Country Land and Business Association 
(CLBA) has called for stronger action in the wake 
of the growing fly-tipping menace. The group wants 
more resources put in to tacking down culprits and 
reducing council fees to legally dispose waste.

CLBA regional director Caroline Bedell said: 
“Fly tipping on the scale seen last week is unfortu-
nately the latest in an increasing number of similar 
incidents. This is not an opportunist crime but a 
highly organised criminal operation and should be 
treated as such by the authorities, who must use 
the powers they already have to bring the perpe-
trators to justice.

“If decided in a Crown Court, the offence can at-
tract an unlimited fine and up to five years impris-
onment, but with so few prosecutions, there is little 
deterrent. This must change.”

Smaller tax
rise means
more cuts –
finance boss
MORE cuts will have to be made in 
Dudley after a 4.99 per cent council 
tax increase was voted down, the La-
bour council’s finance chief warns.

The defeated Labour group said it 
will have £1.1 million less to spend on 
services after the council tax increase 
was dropped to 3.99 per cent follow-
ing an amendment from the Tories 
and UKIP.

Cabinet member for finance Coun-
cillor David Sparks said: “The meet-
ing descended into farce, with UKIP 
backing a Tory motion to raise council 
tax by four per cent when at the be-
ginning of the meeting they had said 
they would not raise council tax under 
any circumstances. 

“And the Tories backed a UKIP 
proposal to bring a private company 
in to look for savings, after they had 
said at the beginning of the meeting 
they were against use of consultants.

“As a result of this farce, Dudley 
is now in a less secure financial po-
sition. We will have to make cuts we 
wouldn’t have had to.”

At Monday’s five hour council 
meeting Conservative spokesman for 
finance, Councillor Steve Clark, put 
forward his party’s amendment for 
a council tax rise of 3.99 per cent, 
and for council elections every four 
years, starting May 2018. Although 
initially lost, it was later supported 
as a motion with a UKIP amendment 
requesting the authority source a pri-
vate company to deliver savings of five 
per cent from procurement over the 
next three years, paid on results.

Easter survey on
traffic at the tip
A TRAFFIC assessment will be car-
ried out at Stourbridge tip to see how 
many people are using it – ahead of its 
possible closure.

The tip on Birmingham Street is set 
to shut and operations move to Brier-
ley Hill, under controversial plans 
from Dudley Council.

Environment chiefs have revealed 
there will be a traffic count over 
Easter – one of the busiest times for 
the tip – to give planners an idea how 
many people will use the new site.

It comes after Dudley Council was 
criticised over the plans, particularly 
from people in Stourbridge and Hale-
sowen, who fear traffic chaos on the 
roads around Brierley Hill and the 
Merry Hill shopping centre as a result 
of the move.

Village’s spring
market planned
CLENT Village Spring Market takes 
place next Saturday, March 25.

The event will be at Clent Parish 
Hall from 2pm to 4.30pm.

There will be stalls selling crafts, 
jewellery and cards.

Fatal garage fire sparked by cigarette
A FATHER-OF-TWO died in a house blaze 
after investigating smoke in his ‘man cave’ 
garage at a village near Stourbridge.

Retired hairdresser Colin Dunn had 
been out celebrating his granddaughter’s 
birthday on the afternoon of November 13. 
Later that day he smoked a cigarette in the 
garage, described as his ‘man cave’, at his 
home in Six Ashes Road, Bobbington. Fire 
investigators believe that led to the fire.

Around an hour later, 72-year-old Mr 
Dunn went back in to the garage to inves-
tigate after smoke started coming through 
a vent in the kitchen, but he was immedi-
ately overcome by the fire. His wife of 52 

years, Christine told police officers ‘He’s 
in there, I know he’s gone’, according to 
Pc Miles Dolan who gave evidence at an 
inquest in Cannock. 

A family statement issued after the 
hearing said: “Colin was a wonderful 
kind family man, devoted to his wife, two 
daughters and four granddaughters. As a 
family, we are truly devastated by the sud-
den and tragic way in which he has died.”

After 999 calls were made around 
6.50pm on the day, four fire crews at-
tended the scene.

Watch Commander James McDonald, of 
West Midlands Fire Service investigation 

team, said: “The fire was well developed. 
Most of the roof had collapsed into the ga-
rage. The fire was spreading to adjacent 
properties.”

Mr McDonald told the hearing they were 
able to determine the flames had started 
near the settee in the garage with the sus-
pected source being Mr Dunn’s cigarette. 
The investigator confirmed Mr Dunn 
would have been overcome very quickly. 

Assistant Coroner for South Stafford-
shire Margaret Jones ruled Mr Dunn’s 
death as ‘misadventure’ while the medical 
cause was carbon monoxide poisoning and 
conflagration.

Piano pupils play 
in church concert

Volunteer appeal 
at historic houses

A VILLAGE church concert will take 
place in aid of two good causes.

A total of 15 piano students will be 
performing at the concert on Satur-
day, April 8, to raise money for a piano 
scholarship at Kinver High School.

The performer will also be helping 
to contribute towards supporting the 
fabric of St Peter’s Church in Kinver, 
where the concert is being held. The 
church dates back to the 11th Cen-
tury.

Tickets are available from Kinver 
High School by calling (01384) 686900 
or on 07838705164.

Community centre 
ahead of schedule

Comedians stand up 
for local cancer charity

A LONG-AWAITED community cen-
tre in Dudley is nearing completion.

Dudley’s North Priory Community 
Centre is being built besdie Donkey 
Pool playing fields, off Priory Road, 
and could be open ahead of its May 
due date.

Residents have been calling for the 
facility for nearly 10 years, after the 
previous centre was demolished. Lead-
ing that campaign has been Councillor 
Ken Finch, who said: “It’s really start-
ing to look impressive now.”

A STAND-UP comedy night is being 
held to raise funds for White House 
Cancer Support in Dudley. 

Gary Delaney, who is married to 
comedy star Sara Millican, is head-
lining the event at the Quality Hotel 
on Birmingham Road, which is being 
organised by Can Comedy. 

Also appearing will be master of cer-
emonies Jim Bayes, Dave Longley and 
Karen Bayley. 

Tickets are £12 and are available by 
calling 07801 814169. 

THREE residents from a Dudley 
street have won £1,000 each after 
taking part in the People’s Postcode 
Lottery.

The Dudley postcode, DY2 9SN, 
came up which saw the lottery’s 
members from Cradley Road awarded 
a share of the cash pot. 

THE Rock Houses and surrounding 
countryside of Kinver Edge are seek-
ing volunteers to bring them to life in 
their centenary year.

The Rock Houses, Kinver, are cel-
ebrating 100 years of National Trust 
management, with a busy calendar 
of events and daily openings during 
the school holidays. They need extra 
helpers to join the team to welcome 
visitors.

Volunteer drop-in days will be held 
at the Rock Houses tomorrow (Friday) 
and Saturday (March 25) for people to 
find out more.

Postcode lottery win

Colin Dunn – fire tragedy

NEWS IN BRIEF

THE number of special consta-
bles on the West Midlands beat 
has fallen dramatically.

Figures show scores quitting 
every year and only a handful 
recruited to replace them. Last 
year a new low was reached with 
78 leaving and just two recruited.

West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner David 
Jamieson described special con-
stables as having ‘a valuable 

role’ and has urged the chief con-
stable to stem the exodus.

More than 1,000 people have 
applied to become Police Com-
munity Support Officers, which 
is a paid, usually full-time post, 
following a recruitment drive in 
the West Midlands. Special con-
stables are unpaid volunteers.

In the last five years the num-
ber of specials has fallen by two-
thirds, from 568 across the West 

Midlands region in 2012 to just 
199. A head count last month 
showed that just 12 were based 
at Sandwell, six at Wolverhamp-
ton, five at Dudley and three at 
Walsall. 

Special constables are required 
to volunteer a minimum of four 
hours a week. They are intended 
to form a link between the reg-
ular police and their local com-
munity.

PCC wants a halt on specials decline
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The Home of Flooring

| CARPET FACTORY OUTLETS | 01384 263149High Street, Brierley Hill
HOME OF THE KARNDEAN CLOCK

CLICK FLOORING
Luxury vinyl tiles • Luxury vinyl planks

From £21.95

Est. Since 1984
CLOSED MONDAYS

DEDICATED SHOWROOM

Brintons
CLEARANCE CENTRE

Victoria Soft touch 50 special
from £16.95 sq. mtr 5 Colours

Heavy Domestic 50
80/20 Twist

from £13.95 sq. mtr

Stain Free Twist
from £8.95 sq. mtr

Karndean Flooring
SALE
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INMY VIEW
with Mark Andrews

Call me a
cynic but
this doesn’t
seem smart
LAUNCHING the Government’s
much-vaunted “Midlands Engine” in
Dudley , Chancellor Philip Hammond said
one of the region’s key strengths was that
92 per cent of the UK’s population could
get to the Midlands within four hours.

Given that he has defined the Midlands
as everywhere from Grimsby to the Welsh
border, that probably doesn’t come as
too much of a surprise.

So why did he choose to launch the
project in Dudley? Was it to announce a
multi-billion rail connection between the
town and HS2? A huge retail develop-
ment to revive the dying town centre? A
new media city to rival the one at Salford?

Er, not exactly. He said a “smart ticket”
system would operate on the railways by
2018, which is great news considering
Dudley doesn’t actually have a rail ser-
vice.

He also said there would be more
“smart motorways”. Call me a cynic, but
anything “smart” in the title is usually a
euphemism for “doesn’t work.”

Like the “smart gas meters” which
have just been found to have given incor-
rect readings, or the “smart televisions”
which have been hacked by the security
services.

Mr Hammond announced an invest-
ment of £25 million investment to reduce
traffic congestion in the Black Country,
which sounds a lot. Until you compare
it to the £10 million which is being com-
mitted to upgrading the railway station at
Birmingham University, or another £10
million on upgrading Symphony Hall.

Same old story there then. And how
will the £25 million be used?

“The funding will provide improved
access to employment sites and create
a safe environment for people to walk or
cycle,” said the report.

It might be called the Midlands Engine.
But for those of us in the Black Country,
it looks like we will still have to pedal our-
selves.

r r r

MIND you, chairman of the Black Coun-
try Local Enterprise Partnership says the
Midlands Engine will help “change the
face” of the Black Country.

Stewart Towe said: “New build special-
ist training facilities to support hands-on
skills development, new homes for our
residents and investment in infrastructure
will connect all these fantastic people.”

I’ve no idea what that means, but I pre-
sume it’s positive.

r r r

THAT said, the Chancellor can’t really
win, can he? For years the Government
has been berated for savage cuts, no
money for public services. So last week
he announced a tax rise, and sparked a
mutiny.

It’s the old age story. Everybody wants
more investment in public services. As
long as somebody else foots the bill.

Corbyn’s delusion
matches Thatcher’s

TALKING POINT

Annoying
holes are
driving us
all potty!
THERE they are every morning as I drive
into work. They are such a pain, and no
matter how many stories we carry about
them the problem never seems to go
away. Yes you may have already guessed
what I am talking about – potholes.

No matter how big – and some are
VERY big and deep – or small you can be
sure that they are doing some damage to
your vehicle.

I have, over recent years, had to have
suspension work done on my little car
and it is coming to the stage when I dread
the next MoT because I just know that it
will probably fail and the reason will point
back to them.

I know that the councils are facing
drastic cutbacks, and obviously issues
such as social care need to take priority,
but this problem is impacting on people’s
lives. Some of the potholes are so deep
that they can literally make your car un-
roadworthy, affecting the steering and
balancing of the wheels, meaning they
are a danger to yourself and other mo-
torists.

I live in a village and travel down coun-
try lanes, which obviously do not carry
as much traffic as the city centre, but the
problems there are just as bad. Maybe
this should be reflected in the amount of
car tax we pay.

There seems to be plenty of money
spent on these sleeping policemen, or
speed bumps, whatever you want to call
them. I can think of some other words!

Some of them are so high and so close
together that they also have an effect on
our cars. One lot in Bilbrook did such a
lot of damage to a car with a low suspen-
sion, that the driver had to find an alterna-
tive route to work.

And the many motorists who com-
plained about the height and the number
of the ones down Tinacre Hill at Compton
now avoid that route altogether. Maybe
that was the idea!

In another area – Goscote – there have
been endless complaints about potholes,
but nothing done about them.

And I recently read about one rounda-
bout in the Heath Hayes area which has
38 – yes I did say 38 – around it. Unbe-
lievable!

So councils put your hand in your
pockets. Forget about more of those
annoying speed bumps. Instead put the
money to good use and do a proper job
of filling in the potholes, not a quick fix
job that seems to last five minutes. You
know what they say – you only get what
you pay for. And at the moment it is the
poor motorists who are the ones who are
constantly paying out.

From April there will be changes in the
car tax rates. I saw on social media the
other day a pothole-covered street where
one fed-up driver has scrawled in huge
letters ‘What are we paying our tax for?’

I should think most drivers would echo
that sentiment.

SUE ATTWATER

HUMOUR is a strange thing. It seems to work
best when someone else comes a cropper, es-
pecially if that person is in a position of author-
ity, and a delicate part of the body is involved.
A North Country accent helps, too. This week,
a police inspector in Burnley is reported to be
recovering after being bitten on the bottom by
his own police dog. Sniggering yet?

IF you ever doubted the need for more gram-
mar schools, as proposed this week, look no
further than Google where you will find thou-
sands of references to “grammer school” in-
cluding this query from a lady on Mumsnet:
“ Would my dyslexic child thrive at grammer
school?” Proberbably.

FOR the second time since they were issued,
I have discovered a lost £5 note in a pocket. I
can only conclude that a) the new fiver is thin-
ner than the old one and easier to miss, or b)
subconsciously we regard anything plastic as
worthless.

THE most I have ever found in a long-unused
pocket was a princely £38 on holiday in Devon.
There is something wonderfully easily-spenda-
ble about money you didn’t know you had. Any
tales of unexpected bounty in the trouser de-
partment, so to speak?

YOU have to admire the sheer imagination
that has gone into casting the new series of
Broadchurch (ITV). It is a gritty, wince-making
cop drama, examining the brutal, humiliating
offence of rape. Surprisingly, the cast includes
three great comedians: Charlie Higson from the
Fast Show, Lenny Henry and Roy Hudd. Higson
admits he was “amazed” to get the part of Ian. If
this series ends in court, who will hear the case
– Judge Rinder?

LONG ago, just before the Thatcher gov-

ernment launched the hated poll tax, I met a
Tory election candidate who said: “Wherever I
go, people tell me the poll tax is the fairest tax
they’ve ever known.” It emerged that “wherev-
er I go” was a number of Conservative Clubs
he had visited on his campaign trail. So a Tory
candidate hears support for a Tory tax from the
Tory faithful. I was reminded of him this week
when Jeremy Corbyn, apparently unmoved by
the nightmare of Copeland and Labour’s dis-
astrous polls, warned us not to underestimate
support for his party across the country. How
can he be so deluded? Probably because wher-
ever Corbyn goes, he hears his loyal supporters
chanting “Jeremy!” and applauding his policies.
It is easy to kid yourself that the wide-eyed ac-
tivists you meet are just ordinary folk and that
when they chant your name in adulation it is the
authentic voice of Britain. It ain’t.

SOME Cambridge students recently object-
ed to “cultural appropriation” of national dish-
es (Jamaican stew, Tunisian rice, etc) on their
college menu. A reader writes to tell me he has
recently discovered that shepherds pies do not
contain real shepherds, and to whom should he
complain?

WE are always being urged to support local
businesses which explains why Mrs Rhodes
and I eschewed McDonald’s and Costa this
week and lunched at ye olde local teashoppe.
I ordered a small coffee and got a large one. I
asked for a pain au chocolat and was given a
croissant and jam. Mrs Rhodes ordered soup
which took 25 minutes to arrive, and then only

after reminding the waitress, who avoided
eye-contact. Yes, you don’t get service like that
from the multinationals.

IF you visit a firm’s website and a page fails
to load, you usually get an Americanised apol-
ogy on the lines of: “Oops, we’ve boobed!” So I
was charmed a few days ago to have this same
problem with the Royal Shakespeare Company
website, which responded: “No page! How did
that happen? We are indeed an ass-head, and
a coxcomb, and a knave, a thinfaced knave, a
gull!” Will would have approved.

FOR a fascinating insight into political
thought processes, catch ‘At Lunch with Becky
Milligan’ (Radio 4) in which the reporter buys a
meal for Tony Blair’s old pal and former Lord
Chancellor, Lord ‘Charlie’ Falconer. His Lord-
ship doesn’t want to talk about Blair. He doesn’t
seem to know what Labour’s immigration policy
is. Despite being on an apple-based diet for the
past four years, he doesn’t know much about
apples, although he confides that some are red,
some are green and others are both red and
green. Falconer’s only real concerns seem to
be his weight and forming another Labour gov-
ernment: “We have to get back in.” He doesn’t
explain why.

AS a rule I would object to my TV licence
fee paying for a wealthy politician’s lunch. But
the Falconer interview was an education, and
therefore money well spent. If any future Labour
government needs a Minister of Unillumination,
Falconer’s your man.

ESCHEWED. That’s a word I haven’t used for
a long time. Anyone got a tissue?

Jeremy Corbyn – who may not be getting
the full picture when it comes to his support

No funny business – Lenny Henry gets ser-
ious in the latest series of Broadchurch

Eye-opener – A Radio 4 interview with Lord Fal-
coner is illuminating for all the wrong reasons

Labour leader is yet another out-of-touch politician

THE BEST OF
PETER RHODES
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Design & Service
You Can Trust!

WRENTERPRISE GLASS &
GLAZING Ltd

of Brierley Hill

Find us at: Vine Street, Brierley Hill DY5 1JE Telephone: 01384 571217 and talk to us today
Fax: 01384 571427 Email: sales@enterpriseglazing.co.uk www.enterpriseglazing.co.uk

Enterprise Glass and Glazing Ltd are based in the
Brierley Hill area of the West Midlands and since

the early 1980’s have built a reputation as a leading
installer of quality windows, conservatories and

doors direct to the public.

Bi-fold doors
Fitted Aluminium or uPVC

From £1800 fitted
Full Range of the

Latest Composite Doors

From £550 fitted

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE TODAY

MISTED
UNITS?

Replacements,
Glass cut to size...
Telephone today
Free Quotation

01384 571217

£ 0

CONTEMPORARY
& ELEGANT

3a BLACKBERRY LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 4NX
HOME VISITS
AVAILABLE

01384 468 648Lee Torrington
CDT RCS ENG RDT.

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

NEW 
DENTURES

NATURAL 
LOOKING

DENTURE 
REPAIR

COPY 
DENTURES

Providing a professional, personal & 
discreet service. Patient satisfaction 

is our highest priority

New dentures will allow
you to eat, smile and talk

with CONFIDENCE!Denture Care
• We have a special interest in your denture
• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success
• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile
• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof
• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget .

Sofa Style, Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye. D

Tel: 01384 892018
www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk

DY9 8RD

Mon-Sat 10 am-4 pm

Your local furniture Showroom

MADE TO MEASURE
SOFAS & CHAIRS
Any Fabrics, Any Size.

Bring in your measurements and we can make it for you.

M

Bring in your

IT was once known as Dis-
ability Allowance for both 
care and mobility for disa-
bled people.

This has now changed and 
is known as Personal Inde-
pendence Payment (PIP).

Or, it should be known as 
the ripping off the disabled 
benefit, since the Govern-
ment decided to hand over 
power to a set up named 
Capita, to scrutinise and 
tell numerous lies in their 
reports when interviewing 
genuinely disabled people.

Not only my wife but 
thousands of others up and 
down the country have ex-
perienced this, just to get 
people off benefits.

Don’t you think they 
ought to look closer to home 
to see the amount of benefits 
and handouts they give to 
the undeserving who come 
into the country and never 
pay a penny?

I feel yet again it is an-
other way of ripping off the 
great British public, espe-
cially the disabled.

STEPHEN FELLOWS
Dudley

FURTHER to your recent article about Duncan Edwards’ 
heroic family member, I believe Duncan had a number of 
heroic and distinguished relatives, all living in Tipton.

One of his uncles, Laurence Edwards, was married to 
Cora Edwards, one of my eight aunties. I believe Laurence 
was an RAF pilot in the Battle of Britain. Cora’s brother-
in-law, my uncle Jack Brimble, was in the Merchant Navy 
Atlantic convoys. My father, Cora’s brother, took part in 
the Normandy landings. My cousin, John Brimble was a 
founder member of the Black Country Society, along with 
others. John was also instrumental in getting a statue of 
William Perry erected in the Coronation Gardens. He was 
awarded an OBE.

Members of the extended family were all proud of Dun-
can, but he too had an family of which he could rightly have 
been proud.

MICHAEL CLIFF
Wall Heath

IS it not now obvious that those ‘in of-
fice’ on Dudley Council have illustrat-
ed their complete and utter contempt 
for the people of Halesowen?

We are informed that the council 
wish to shut the leisure centre and 
now, not content with that, they think 
that the people of Halesowen should 
take their ‘non collectable’ waste to 
Brierley Hill. May I point out that 
Halesowen generates a great deal of 
revenue to the coffers of Dudley Coun-
cil, yet we are being told that we must 
absorb more cost by taking our rubbish 
further afield.

We are being told that the leisure 
centres at both Halesowen and Stour-
bridge have had their day. The council 
want to close these and open multi mil-
lion pound facilities in the wastelands 
of Lye.

Now, they have decided that the Pool 
Road car park is some sort of monolith 
which needs pulling down. What utter 
rubbish! Interesting that this car park 
– perhaps one of the most convenient 
in the town centre – has all of a sudden 
become a target for those insistent on 
making Halesowen a waste land.

Doesn’t all this ring alarm bells? 

Closing the leisure centre, closing the 
car park, police station and magis-
trates courts already gone.

May I inform those who would tri-
fle with the people of Halesowen that 
we have fought our battles before and 
won – namely the ill proposed ‘smelter 
plant’ in the 1970s. More recently the 
application for industrial development 
close to junction 3 of the M5. We don’t 
want your interference. Inflict your id-
iotic plans on some other more amena-
ble population.

STUART FOX
Halesowen

Contempt shown for people of Halesowen

Duncan would have
been proud of family

Treatment
of disabled
gets on PIP

IT has been announced that 
Dudley Council is planning 
to close the tip in Stour-
bridge and move to another 
location closer to Brierley 
Hill. 

Councillor Hillary Bills 
says that houses would be 
built on the Stourbridge site 
and by moving to Brierley 
Hill it would eliminate the 
queues which are now pres-
ent at the tip in Stourbridge.

Bearing in mind that if 
the tip was moved to the 
new location, it would have 
to be developed to create a 
new tip. 

Well Hillary, there are 
two large unused car parks 
next to the existing Stour-
bridge tip. 

Surely it would be cheaper 
to enlarge the tip to incorpo-
rate these two car parks.

And there are also two 
entrances to the tip, one of 
which is not used at present 
by the public.

I think you should get 
your thinking cap on again 
on your proposal.

BOB WHITEHOUSE
Kingswinford

Tip move
proposal is
nonsense

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
POST

Dudley Chronicle,
Chronicle Editorial,
51-53 Queen Street

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

EMAIL
dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors 
as soon as we can. The Chronicles adhere to the 
Editors’ Code of Practice, which can be seen at 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters.
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woodrobes bespoke fitted
bedrooms

made in
the UKCall 01562 825033

Established 1980 76 Mill Street Kidderminster. DY11 6XJ

New Bedroom and Home Office displays now in store.
Call in and pick up a brochure or check
our website at: www.woodrobes.co.uk

12 Months 0% finance now available
Ask in store for details

10/11 Garratt Street, Brierley Hill DY5 1JU
www.brierleyhillbaths.co.uk

Brierley Hill Bathrooms

Bathrooms
Fully Fitted

£3,950

01384 484088
• Large Showroom • Helpful Staff • Free Survey

inc.
VAT£from

Special help for the disabled
and elderly

Baths removed and shower
cubicle, seat, shower and tiles

installed

£1,950
from

Angle grinder post office 
raiders are sent to prison
A GANG who smashed their way into a Stourbridge post of-
fice using a sledgehammer and an angle grinder have been 
jailed for a total of 28 years.

CCTV footage shows sparks flying as crook Simon Phillips used a 
circular saw on metal shutters at the post office in Wollaston. 

Accomplice Terry McMahon then begun hammering away at the mangled 
shutter with a sledgehammer as the masked raiders forced their way in. Along 

with gang members Adrian Peach and 
Dennis Carr, they used a crowbar to 
try to prise open a cash machine.

But their raid last September was 
thwarted as the post office manager 
bravely confronted the men before 
they fled empty-handed.

The gang sped away in an Audi, 
which had been stolen in Bromsgrove 
three months earlier but were spotted 
by officers responding to the 999 call.

The getaway car was abandoned in 
Bartley Green, where Phillips, 38, and 
33-year-old McMahon were found by 
officers hiding in a hedgerow. Peach, 
29, and 38-year-old Carr were spotted 
at a block of flats and later arrested in 
nearby Bucknall Crescent. An angle 
grinder was recovered from the Audi 
and clothing used during the raid 
found in the flats’ communal entrance.

Burglary
All four admitted conspiracy to com-

mit burglary at Birmingham Crown 
Court. Phillips, of Beckbury Road, 
Weoley Castle,  who was out of prison 
on licence following several disc cutter 
attacks on ATM machines, and Peach, 
of Kitwood Avenue, Tamworth, also 
admitting another shop attack at 
Snappy Tomato Pizza in Chelmsley 
Wood on 18 June.

They were jailed for eight years each 
while McMahon, from Rudyard Grove, 
Kitts Green, and Carr from Princess 
Anne Drive, Rubery,  were handed six-
year terms.

AN elderly woman suffered multiple 
injuries and her Mercedes car was 
written off in an accident on the car 
park at Stourbridge Golf Club.

The 85-year-old was rescued by fire 
crews after she became trapped inside 
the vehicle after hitting a tree.

She was taken to the Queen Eliz-
abeth Hospital in Birmingham with 
multiple fractures, said a fire chief.

Firefighters spent an hour at the 
scene on Thursday night cutting 
through the roof of the Mercedes so 
that paramedics could reach her.

Phil Deeley, watch commander at 
Stourbridge Fire Station, said crews 
were alerted to the collision at around 
6pm on Thursday.

He said the injured woman was un-
derstood to be a member of the golf 
club. She had just arrived at the venue 
when the accident happened.

“She’d got out of the car to swipe 
the barrier to get into the car park 
but when she got back into the vehicle 
again, instead of putting her foot on 
the brake, she mistakenly hit the ac-
celerator and the car shot off,” he ex-

plained. “It hit a tree in the car park, 
trapping her inside. 

“Access was difficult because the car 
was very close to a lamp post, so, due 
to her injuries, we completely removed 
the roof,” he added.

An off-duty nurse went to the driv-
er’s aid, making a tourniquet for her 
leg to stem the blood loss, while mem-
bers of staff at the golf club also helped

Mark Hughes, manager of Stour-
bridge Golf Club said: “I would like to 
send out our best wishes to the lady 
concerned on behalf of the club.”

The above picture, taken by firefighters at Stourbridge Fire Station, shows what was left of the damaged car at the scene

Woman hurt in crash at golf club car park

Man who stole 
to fund drug 
habit is jailed
A MAN from Dudley who attempted 
to con Tesco by trying to get a refund 
with a false till receipt, in order to 
fund his drug habit, has been jailed 
for 10 months.

Zafar Mohammed also stole a £400 
iPad from Boots in the Merry Hill 
centre, despite being subject to a sus-
pended prison sentence.

The father-of-one was spotted at-
tempting to hide the electronic gadget 
under a store catalogue before making 
a swift exit from the shop.

However, he was quickly appre-
hended by police, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard.

Mohammed was trying to raise 
money to fund his heroin habit, said 
Miss Rachel Pennington, defending.

Warnings
However, she said that Mohammed, 

from Peel Street, Dudley, was now de-
termined to turn his life around and 
stay out of trouble in future.

Mohammed admitted fraud, theft 
and breaching two suspended prison 
terms.

Recorder Brian Bathia said he had 
little choice but to send him to prison 
as the Mohammed has been given 
clear warnings about what would hap-
pen if he continued to offend.

Mr Bathia said: “I have a duty to 
the public and immediate custody is 
the only sentence I can pass.”

World Cup rugby ref
is guest at DK lunch
WELSH Rugby Union referee Nigel 
Owens is to speak at a sporting lunch.

The 45-year-old, who refereed the 
2105 World Cup final, will be the 
guest of Dudley Kingswinford Rugby 
Club on July 21.

The three-course fundraising lunch 
will be held at the Heathbrook ground, 
off Swindon Road, Wall Heath, from 
11.30am. Tickets are £55 from 07779 
923687 or e-mail dkrfcjack@btcon 
nect.com

80 jobs to go
at Frankie &
Benny’s chain
AROUND 80 jobs are set to be axed 
after the struggling owner of Frankie 
& Benny’s swung to a full-year loss.

The restaurant group posted a pre-
tax loss of £40 million in the year to 
January 1 after being stung with a 
£117m exceptional charge linked to 
restructuring efforts.

In August, the firm, which is also 
behind Garfunkel’s, said it would shut 
33 under-performing sites as part of 
strategic review in a move that af-
fected around 1,000 staff.

The group, which has Frankie and 
Benny’s at Dudley, Merry Hill, Wal-
sall and Kidderminster, will now close 
an additional eight restaurants this 
year, with around 80 jobs set to go.

Boss Andy McCue said he is ‘pur-
suing a new and focused plan to turn-
around and grow the business’. This 
will include finding efficiency savings 
including ‘reducing overheads, ex-
tracting further purchasing benefits 
from our scale and reducing the num-
ber of people we employ’.
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FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS

Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give RYDALE a ring....
Our32nd

2017

Windows, Doors, Conservatories,
Orangeries, Porches, Fascias
and Soffit Boards

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS
Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed

eplace the existing roof on
our conservatory and create a

comfortable environment and a
room you can use all year round

Rydale take securityvery seriously Guaranteedhigh securityon ALL productsFull details onrequest

ULTIMATE SECURITY GUARANTEE

Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we
have been in business for more than 30 years.

No deposits or stage payments,
you only pay when the installation

mpleted

Visit one of the largest
conservatory and window
shrowrooms in the UK

Supplied & Fitted...
across the Midlands

Repair Service
Available

Re
yo

has been com

WINTER
SALE

Cleaning
Services now available
to restore all your uPVC
products. Guttering and

Driveways cleaning
available

Units 3 & 6 Wollescote Business Park, Crabbe
Street, Lye, West Midlands, DY9 8TF

Check out our Gallery Pictures on our newwebsite
www.tcupholstery.co.uk

TC SPECIALIST
RE-UPHOLSTERER OF:
* Wade * Duresta * Vale * Tetra

* Cintique * Bridgecraft
* Parker Knoll

Tel: 01384 347157 Mob: 07986 612365
Check out our new website:
www.tcupholstery.co.uk

10% OFF all re-upholstery orders taken before end of March

Tailor Made Loose Covers | Full Repair Service |
Free Design Consultation Service | Family Company | No Salesman

S ice |

No job too big,
or too small...

Police release images
after early hours attacks

CCTV has been released by 
police after two assaults in 
Stourbridge that took place 
in the space of 10 minutes – 
and saw one victim stabbed.

Police said the people in the CCTV 
images could be ‘key to finding those 
responsible’ for the attacks.

A man was assaulted in the town 
centre and stabbed three times, before 
a taxi driver suffered a hand injury 
after an assault by passengers.

The first incident took place at 
around 3.30am on Saturday (March 
4). Two women and two men – all 
described as white – attacked a taxi 
driver before running off along Ped-
more Road.

The taxi driver picked up the group 
on Hagley Road in Stourbridge, and 
they asked to be dropped off on the 

Wrens Nest Estate in Dudley. The 
group said they had no money so asked 
the taxi driver to stop at the BP petrol 
station on Pedmore Road so they could 
get some cash. When they got back in 
they said they still had no money, so 
the driver said he would be taking 
them back to Stourbridge town centre.

Grabbed
The passengers began to lash out at 

the inside of the taxi and the driver.  
His arm was grabbed through the 
small plastic window inside the cab, 
resulting in an injury to his hand. 

As the driver tried to fend off the at-
tackers, he lost control of his cab and 
crashed into a stationary vehicle.

The men demanded cash from the 
driver, before punching him and run-
ning away along Pedmore Road.

Police were called out at around 

4.10am to reports of an injured 
31-year-old man in an alleyway off St 
John’s Road in the town centre. He 
had been beaten and stabbed after 
leaving a nightclub at around 3.20am.

He was walking along Hagley Road 
to get a taxi home when he has saw a 
group of two women and several men, 
as he walked past them he was at-
tacked and then pursued into the alley 
where the assault continued.

Detective Constable Simon Cooper 
said: “These were two really nasty 
attacks and we are currently investi-
gating the possibility they were carried 
out by the same group. We have good 
CCTV images of a number of people 
we want to speak to in connection 
with the assaults and we are urging 
members of the public to get in touch 
if they recognise any of them.”

Call DC Simon Cooper on 101.

People who police want to speak to in relation to the incidents in Stourbridge during the early hours of March 4
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Issuing gun licences is costing
region’s police more than £70k
GUN licences are costing West Midlands Police tens of thou-
sands of pounds every year as the force loses £19 every time 
one is issued.

Police and Crime Commissioner David Jamieson blamed the Gov-
ernment, saying Whitehall had compelled the force to ‘subsidise gun 
ownership’.

On average, it costs the police £19 more to issue a single gun licence than they 
are allowed to charge the applicant. 
The fee is set by the Government.

The West Midlands force forecasts 
that this year it will issue more than 
3,600 gun licences, meaning it will lose 
out on around £71,000.

As police forces face spending cuts, 
many senior police officers argue gun 
licences should be cost efficient and so 
rise to around £200 a licence. 

Britain has around 600,000 private 
gun licences, which are used by people 
like farmers, marksmen and others 
who shoot for sport. 

Staffordshire Police, with a larger 
rural population than the West Mid-
lands, is believed to lose out even 
more. 

Recover
The Home Office increased fees 

in April 2015 from £50 to £88 for a 
firearms certificate, and from £50 to 
£79.50 for a shotgun certificate. Re-
newal of a firearms certificate now 
costs £62 – up from £40 – and the fee 
for a shotgun certificate is £49, also up 
from £40.

But those were the first increases 
since 2001 and West Midlands Police 
says it still does not allow the force 
to recover the full cost of running the 
firearms licensing service.

Mr Jamieson said: “This Govern-
ment has just cut our grant by £6 mil-
lion but expects us to subsidise gun 
ownership. This cannot be right.”

A SPECIAL conservation week dedi-
cated to lemurs is taking place at West 
Midland Safari Park this week.

Protect Lemurs Week began at the 
weekend and runs until tomorrow 
(Friday) at the attraction near Bewd-
ley.

The park will raise awareness not 
only about the threats to lemurs but 
also threats the only place in the world 
they are found, the African island of 
Madagascar.

A variety of activities have been tak-
ing place during the week, both at the 
Park and online. Guests can take part 
in a free quiz to be entered into a prize 
draw and there are chances to meet 
Stanley, the Park’s lemur mascot.

All the funds raised during the week 
will go to the Lemur Conservation As-
sociation (AEECL).

Shelley Tudor, deputy head keeper, 
said, “We decided to support the 
Lemur Conservation Association as 
our chosen keeper charity as currently 
approximately 90 per cent of all lemur 
species are classified as threatened 
with extinction. This is mainly due to 
illegal logging, agriculture and being 
hunted for food and for the pet trade. 

“As these animals are only found on 
Madagascar it is vital that we do all we 
can to support the charity, working to 
help set up eco-tourism programmes, 
assist with ecological research and 
community-based conservation.

“As all activities being held during 
Protect Lemurs Week, some of the 
staff will be taking part in a sponsored 
assault course on Monday at Conkers 
in Derbyshire, dressed as Lemurs.”Hannah Bishton meets a ring-tailed lemur at West Midland Safari Park

Lemurs conservation week at park

Trainees on
the road to
new careers
HIGHWAYS England is looking to 
take on more apprentices and grad-
uates in the West Midlands to help 
deliver major new projects in the next 
five years.

Chief executive Jim O’Sullivan 
spoke of the importance of young re-
cruits to Highways England during 
National Apprenticeship Week on a 
visit to its regional control centre at 
Quinton.

Mr O’Sullivan, who started as an 
apprentice aircraft mechanic and 
ended up as the chief engineer for 
Concord, said Highways England had 
a big presence in the region with a 
flagship site at the Cube in Birming-
ham.

Bridges
He said Highways England would 

play a big part in delivering the 
Midlands Engine’s transport im-
provement projects as well as major 
schemes already in the pipeline in-
cluding the M6 Junction 10 scheme. 

It involves two new bridges and 
increasing the motorway from two to 
four lanes.

“A huge scheme is also planned for 
Birmingham Airport, the NEC and 
HS2 at Junction 6 of the M42,” Mr 
O’Sullivan added.

To find out more visit findappren 
ticeship.service.gov.uk website.

Have cake and eat it
too at major NEC show
CAKE International will be returning 
to Birmingham’s NEC this weekend.

The renowned cake show will host 
the world’s largest display of competi-
tion pieces, demonstrators and indus-
try experts from across the globe. 

Cake International will take place 
from today (Friday) to Sunday, from 
9.30am to 5.30pm over the three days. 
Tickets start from £12 for adults and 
are available from www.cakeinterna 
tional.co.uk website.

Weddings in
showcase at
popular venue
COUPLES planning to tie the knot 
can find out more at an open day at 
Priory Hall in Dudley on Saturday.

Dudley Registrars are holding their 
wedding show bonanza, which will in-
clude chance to take a look around the 
Grade-II listed hall, plus a bridal fash-
ion show with gowns available from I 
do 2 Bridal Boutique in Stourbridge.

Last year more than 400 people 
attended the event, which provides 
the a chance to view the town centre 
venue and its photogenic surround-
ings in Priory Park.

Prize
This year’s Dudley event will also 

include a free prize draw to win a Pri-
ory Suite wedding at Priory Hall. 

Visitors to the free admission event 
will be able to watch demonstration 
marriage ceremonies, meet the regis-
trars and chat with exhibitors.

The open day is from 10am to 4pm. 
For more information call (01384) 815
373.                                                                                                                                                                 
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I L L I A MS O N S

All offers are subject to availability. Clearance Items clearly marked in-store. E&OE

Level Street  |  Merry Hill  |  Dudley  |  West Midlands   |  DY5 1UA  |  T. 01384 77444  CLEARANCE TIMES:   Friday 10-5.30pm    Saturday 10-6pm    Sunday 11-5pm   
www.williamandsons.co.uk

bardi
ITALY

rauchBaker

DISPLAY CLEARANCE
SAVE UP TO 75%!  SOME AT COST PRICE... OR LESS!        ALL STOCK MUST GO!  NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED!

WAS £1219  SAVE £820
ALSTONS BURFORD

NOW £399

Classical 2 seater so
fa

WAS £2350  SAVE £1551
G PLAN BROWNING

NOW £799

G Plan 2 seater leath er
 sofa

WAS £1009  SAVE £757
ESSENTIALS NEWBRIDGE

NOW £252

Walnut effect dining
 set

WAS £729  SAVE £547
BAKER SHROPSHIRE

NOW £182

Painted larder cupb
oard

WAS £2889  SAVE £1890
JULIAN BOWEN MEMPHIS

NOW £999

Complete 5 item bed
room group

3 DAYS ONLY, THIS FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY... DON’T MISS OUR MANY INCREDIBLE BARGAINS!  
“We urgently need to make room for our exciting new 2017 furniture ranges. 

All this weekend we're selling off large quantities of our huge showroom’s lounge, leather, living & bedroom display furniture, 
including beds! These items are so keenly priced they won’t stay around for long!”

Lounge | Leather | Dining | Living | Bedrooms | Beds

67%
OFF

66%
OFF

75%
OFF

75%
OFF

65%
OFF

WAS £1169  SAVE £700
MI-BED MAJESTIC

NOW £469

Contemporary bed fram
e

60%
OFF

Better roads and relevant 
skills to fire up the engine
THE Midlands will see road improve-
ments and youngsters equipped 
with relevant skills as part of a £392 
million Government scheme to fire 
up the region’s economy, said Chan-
cellor Philip Hammond during a vis-
it to Dudley College.

He has announced a range of plans 
as part of the ‘Midlands Engine 
Strategy’. For the Black Country 
there will be £25m for reducing traf-
fic congestion and improving roads, 
while £11m has been earmarked for 
a programme of investments in high 
value manufacturing.

The Black Country Garden City 
project, offering thousands of new 
homes on brownfield sites across the 
region, will receive £12m. Further 
education colleges are in line for a 
£7m investment, while £11m will be 
spent on providing work coaches to 
boost jobs prospects for the unem-

ployed. Birmingham Symphony Hall 
will get a £10m extension.

Mr Hammond highlighted con-
necting local manufacturing tradi-
tion with technological advances. 
He said: “You will see the benefits 
straight away in terms of investment 
in infrastructure projects, including 
road improvements, removing con-
gestion points that hamper industry 
and business from operating effec-
tively and efficiently.

“The investment in the future of 
our young people and the budget an-
nouncements I made about technical 
education in this country are going 
to be particularly important to an 
area like this that has got a lot of 
engineering based businesses. That 
means bringing through young peo-
ple that have the relevant skills to 
keep these engineering businesses at 
the cutting edge.” Philip Hammond with Dudley College principal Lowell Williams during his visit to launch the Midlands Engine

Views are sought on
community forums
RESIDENTS can have their say on how community fo-
rums are held in Dudley at the next round of meetings. 

Dudley Council is carrying out a review of the 10 com-
munity forums, including how often they run and the 
funding opportunities available for community groups.

The authority wants to make sure people continue to 
have access to their councillors.

All meetings start at 6.30pm. Today (Thursday): Hale-
sowen North and Halesowen South at Halesbury School, 
Feldon Lane; Norton, Pedmore and Stourbridge East, 
Wollaston and Stourbridge Town at Our Lady and All 
Saints, New Road, Stourbridge. March 20: Amblecote, 
Cradley and Wollescote, Lye and Stourbridge North at 
Lye Community Centre, Cross Walks; Belle Vale, Hay-
ley Green and Cradley South at Lutley Community Cen-
tre, Brookwillow Road. March 21: Kingswinford North 
and Wall Heath, Kingswinford South and Wordsley at 
Kingswinford Royal British Legion Club:  Netherton, 
Woodside and St. Andrews and Quarry Bank and Dud-
ley Wood at Savoy Centre, Northfield Road, Netherton.

Mental health trust 
is given top ratings
A BLACK Country mental health partnership has been 
given top ratings after an NHS staff survey.

The survey, which is carried out by an independent 
organisation Quality Health, ranked Dudley and Wal-
sall Mental Health Trust as the highest or joint highest 
scoring specialist mental health trust in 15 areas. These 
included staff feeling concerns raised by service users are 
acted upon, staff receiving recognition for good work and 
the organisation taking positive action on workers’ health.

The trust was also rated the top NHS provider in the 
country for the percentage of staff satisfied with the op-
portunities for flexible working patterns, recognition they 
receive, support their managers provide in a personal crisis 
and level of pay. Mark Axcell, chief executive of the trust, 
said: “This year’s findings are extremely positive and 
demonstrate our commitment to improving the way we 
work and how we deliver patient care.”

Thousands 
miss out
on bus fare 
discount
ANGRY councillors have hit out at a bus fare 
discount for travellers in Sandwell and Dud-
ley, but excludes thousands of people living 
in the Black Country.

National Express has launched the Sandwell and 
Dudley ticket, which allows people to buy a day tick-
et for £3 rather than £4.60 to travel around parts of 
the Black Country.

However, the boundaries 
of the offer do not stretch 
beyond the M5, meaning a 
large part of Sandwell, in-
cluding Langley and Smeth-
wick, miss out.

People taking advantage 
of the offer can save almost 
£5 a week on bus travel and 
£14.50 for a four-week pass.

Bilston and Darlaston, 
which are not in Dudley 
or Sandwell, have been in-
cluded, to the annoyance of 
Sandwell councillors.

Anyone living or wanting 
to travel outside the zone 
must pay the full amount.

Encourage
The discount offer has 

been brought in to try to en-
courage travel between the 
Black Country towns and in 
readiness for 18 months of 
roadworks on the M5.

Transport chiefs hope 
more people will turn to 
using buses during major 
repairs between junctions 
one for West Bromwich and 
two for Oldbury.

Councillor Paul Sandars 
said: “If you have a ticket 
zone called Sandwell and 
Dudley it is such a shame 
around a third of Sandwell 
is not in there. It is some-
thing we need to look into 
further.

“I have already had com-
plaints from people who live 
in West Bromwich and work 
in Smethwick and have been 
told they need to pay £4.60. 
It seems completely unfair.”

Under the offer, a weekly 
ticket costs £11 rather than 
the usual £15.70 and a four-
week ticket can be bought 
for £40, down from £54.40.

The area included in the 
Sandwell and Dudley ticket 
stretches from Bilston and 
Darlaston to Stourbridge 
and Halesowen.

National Express West 
Midlands spokeswoman Ali 
Bell said the M5 is often 
viewed as the edge of the 
Black Country by the firm.

She added: “Data and 
feedback from our custom-
ers in the southern part of 
the Black Country tell us 
they don’t always go into 
the same town, but travel to 
the various different towns.

“The journeys also tend 
to be shorter than in other 
parts of the region. So we 
wanted to make it easier for 
our Black Country passen-
gers to pay local to stay local 
and visit local shops and at-
tractions using the bus.”

By Richard Guttridge
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kettleandtoasterman.co.uk
Merry Hill
5 minutes

Moor Street

WE
ARE
HERE

Moor Street

B41
80
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Brockmoor High StreetKettle and Toaster Man
TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ

Tel: 01384 483 286
Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm

We specialise in finding you the
best deals available on daily
basis. We stock electrical and
other amazing retail products at
up to 90% off the normal retail
selling price.

MANY MORE OFFERS
INSTORE....

MICROWAVES
FROM

£25

STAR
BUY!

GRADED PRODUCT SPECIALIST
All products will carry a warranty

PIFCO CORDLESS
VACUUMS

KETTLE
FROM

£5

KETTLE AND TOASTER
SETS

LARGE HALOGEN OVENS
ONLY

£35

TOASTER
FROM

£5

HOOVER CORDLESS
FREEDOM

ONLY

£60ALL OFFERS EXPIRE
SATURDAY 18TH MARCH 2017

WHILE STOCKS LAST
S/C

LIGHT WEIGHT
UPRIGHTS

FROM

£25
HENRY FAMILY

£70.00
ON PRODUCTION
OF THIS ADVERT

EACH
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All types of Flooring supplied and
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and
Bathrooms to suit all budgets

Quality Kitchen Makeovers LtdQKM
LTD.

Don’t Settle for Less
● Kitchens ● Bedrooms

● Bathrooms ● Extensions
● Loft Conversions

● Home Offices
From a door or worktop

replacement to an extension

UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS

Looking to Sell?
Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for
a minimum outlay

Just Moved In?
Let us help to transform your property into a dream home

Decided to Stay?
Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom
and allow us to show your home’s true potential

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life

HOMEOWNERS...

Head Office & Showroom
149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821
Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm

Saturdays 10am - 4pm

Did you know 80% of our customers are retired?
60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing

customers requiring further work.
Find out why we are trusted for yourself
BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION

QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413

Doors and Drawers
Before 31st March 2017

40%
OFF

10%
OFF

All New Kitchens,
Bedrooms, Bathrooms

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED

The Largest Working
Kitchen in the Midlands at our

Netherton Showroom

www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL

Appliances: Neff, Bosch,
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint,

Stoves and many more

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee

What our customers say...

“Wonderful kitchen, I have
already recommended you
and would not hesitate to

recommend QKM to anyone.”
“Can’t believe the

transformation from start to
finish, totally professional.”

THE GUILD
OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN

Membership No A120074

‘We have customers who would be more
than happy to show you the excellent

standard of work’

At QKM
We are dedicated to offering our

customers the finest service within the
home improvement market

ALL MAJOR CREDIT
CARDS ACCEPTED

Customer satisfaction
guaranteed.

WE WILL NOT
LET YOU DOWN

Opening times: Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm Sat 10am - 4pm

01384 396667

Pictures for Illustration purposes only

BESPOKE SERVICE AVAILABLE BUY DIRECT SAVE £££S

Superior
Quality

Manufacturing

So easy to buy
yourmade
tomeasure
sofa with us

Visit our
large

showroom
today

A wide
range of
Sofas on
Display

Save up to
70%Off
high street
prices

Custom Handmade Sofas
Made to Measure

DIRECT FROM

OUR FACTORY

M

SPRING CLEARANCE SALE
Many sofas reduced to half price

www.stourbridgesuitefactory.co.uk
Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston, Stourbridge DY8 3PY
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Fundraisers brave the 
heights for gallery abseil
FORMER Miss Black Country 
Jade Secker stepped right 
out of her comfort zone to 
help raise more than £7,500 
for charity – and dropped 
110ft down the side of Wal-
sall New Art Gallery.

Charity fundraising officer Jade 
was at the gallery to support the 
dozens of adrenalin junkies in a 
daring abseil to raise money for 
The Haven women’s refuge in 
Wolverhampton and hadn’t in-
tended to take part.

But at the last minute she decided 
she too would take up the challenge to 
boost the fundraising.

The 26-year-old said: ‘It was such 
a last minute decision this was com-
pletely out of my comfort zone. But I 
thought it was about time I took on a 
challenge as I spend most of my days 
encouraging others to do them! 

Awareness
“The best part was being able to 

do it to raise money and awareness 
for such an amazing charity. Oh, and 
getting my feet firmly back on the 
ground.’

More than 30 people clambered 
down the town centre art gallery for 
the charity at the weekend. 

Among them, wearing a very appro-
priate Superman T-shirt, was 20-year-
old Dudley man George Conlan. He 
said: “It is the first time I have ab-
seiled off the top of a building, I have 
done a bit of rock climbing. 

“I am alright with heights. It is a bit 
daunting before you go over the edge. 

“I quite enjoyed it really, getting to 
shoot down a building,” he added.

Staff from Dolomite Training were 
on hand to make sure all 34 people 
made it down the wall safely in an 
event which saw more than £7,500 
was raised.

However, as Jade did join at the last 
moment she did not have time to get 
sponsorship beforehand, so anyone 
who would like to make a donation 
can go to http://uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/JadeHavenAbseil

She said: “Those who know me will 
know how much of a wuss I am and 
how much it took for me to get myself 
down that building!

“ I would be so grateful of any dona-
tions and I know the charity will too.

“The Haven support women and 
children who sadly find themselves 
in such awful situations – no one de-
serves to be fearful, hurt or even killed 
by the person that I supposed to love 
them.

“ The Haven supports hundreds of 
women and children each year to es-
cape abuse and rebuild their lives hap-
pily and safely. 

“Without support from the commu-
nity through events like this, they sim-
ply wouldn’t be able to do this.”

Meanwhile, in another abseil chal-
lenge, Chairman of Dudley Private 
Hire and Taxi Association Shaz Sal-
eem took on Fort Dunlop in Birming-
ham, helping to raise money than £500 
for Birmingham Children’s Hospital.

The 100ft challenge was an exciting 
experience for Shaz, who commented: 
“A huge thank you to every one who 
has supported me, a great experience 
for a very important cause.”

Jade Secker at the start of her 
impromptu abseil down the gallery

Alison Buckingham, Emily Glew and 
George Conlan, of Dudley, at the gallery



*T&Cs apply. Offer only available on selected new apartments at Lowestone Court and Sanderson Court. Agreement is subject to survey, contract and terms and conditions of the Part Exchange Company. Part Exchange is capped at £450,000 for dependent properties, any amount over
this limit is subject to negotiation. Recommended Agents and Solicitors must be used on order to qualify. Not available in conjunction with any other offer or promotion, or on resale properties. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Written details available upon request. ^Additional fees
apply. ◊Subject to availability. #Prices correct at time of going to print.

LP-MW-STH-AR-ZZZ-ZZ

Stunning retirement apartments now available with
Part Exchange* at Lowestone Court in Kinver and
Sanderson Court in Hagley.

House Manager who takes
care of the day-to-day running

Camera entry and 24 hour
call system for added peace
of mind

Homeowners’ lounge for
relaxing and meeting friends

Beautiful gardens
all year round

Guest suite ideal for family
and friends who come to visit̂ ◊

Lowestone Court
Stone Lane,
Kinver DY7 6EX
2 bedroom apartments
priced from £259,950
to £276,450#

Sanderson Court
Park Road,
Hagley DY9 0AP
1, 2 & 3 bedroom
apartments priced from
£218,000 to £355,000#

To find out more, call free on 0800 201 4208 or visit mccarthyandstone.co.uk

Retirement living.
Redefined.

MORE than 100 years on 
it is a tragedy that still in-
spires worldwide interest 
– the sinking of the Titanic.

However not many may 
realise the fateful ship’s con-
nection to the Black Country, 
which has is being explored in 
a new exhibition at the Dudley 
Archives. It runs until May 27.

A collection amassed by keen 
Titanic researcher and writer An-
drew Lound is on display at the 
Tipton Road venue.

It includes a lifeboat nameplate, 
the White Star Line’s drinks menu, 
a layout of the first-class accommo-
dation to a piece of Titanic’s hull.

The exhibition also includes pho-
tographs of the Titanic’s 15-and-a-
half-ton anchor, which was made 
by Noah Hingley & Sons in Nether-
ton, and drawn through the streets 
by 20 horses in May 1911. 

Andrew, of Great Barr, has 
sought out the region’s connec-
tions to the so-called ‘unsinkable’ 
ship, which was run by the White 

Collection relives fate
of ‘unsinkable’ Titanic

Senior archivist Richard Lewis with metal from the hull of the Titanic  A diary that mentions the sinking on April 15 1912

Replicas of the china used by second class passengers

Examples of the advertising for the maiden voyage

Richard Lewis with a restored lifeboat nameplate and a third class plate

An image of the fateful ship, which had been labelled as ‘unsinkable’

Star Line, and will be at Dudley Ar-
chives on March 25 to sign copies of 
his book ‘Titanic in the Midlands’.

Archivist Richard Lewis said: “A 
lot of these items were in Boston, 
but Andrew Lound has bought 
them and had them sent back from 
America. 

“There is a connection with the 
Midlands. A lot of the metalwork 
was done here, including the an-
chor.”

The impressive array of artefacts 
have arrived amid an important 
time for Dudley Archives, which 
is becoming the place to see items 
previously displayed at Dudley Mu-
seum, which closed in December.

Mr Lewis added: “It is going re-
ally well. Work is almost finished 
here to accommodate the new col-
lections from the museum.”

One of the display’s centrepieces 
is an ornate wooden panel recov-
ered from the sea on April 15, 

1912, the morning after the fatal 
iceberg strike, by the crew of the 
Irish fishing boat Proinséas Noirin. 

Mr Lewis said there was a fas-
cinating tale behind this object, 
which salt water tests indicate did 
drift from the wreckage of the Ti-
tanic.

It turns out that the passing fish-
ing boat was gun-running for the 
Irish Republicans, and when they 
saw the distress flares of the sink-
ing ship they thought their cover 
would be blown and left the scene, 
so were not around to assist the 
survivors.

As a result the crew were un-
aware of the Titanic’s fate, only 
discovering the truth when they 
returned home two weeks later, 
and keeping silent due to their il-
legal activities.

The collection also includes 
China plates and platters from 
the White Star Line, showing the 
distinction made between first 
and second class. These include 
replica dinnerware that was made 
especially for the blockbuster film 
Titanic.

MEMORY LANE
By Judith Hawkins 
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YOUR
CHOICE BATHROOMS

EXAMPLE FULL
JOB FOR

£3650 inc VAT

90x90 Quadrant Cubicle
with low level tray
15 SQM Wall Tiles

Tiled Floor
Replacement Shower

New Basin & WC

I’m desperate
for a NEW

BATHROOM

Unit 4 Charterfield Shopping Centre
Charterfield Drive

Kingswinford DY6 7SH
Tel: 01384 287222

SHOWROOM OPEN
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week

JULY &
AUGUST

DATES NOW
BEING

RESERVED

WE PROMISE A VISIT &
AN ‘ON THE SPOT PRICE’

WITHIN 48 HOURS
OFYOUR CALL

(Daytime/Evening &
Weekend visits a pleasure)

RECESSION BUSTINGFITTED PRICES

DISABLED SPECIAL

ALL FOR ONLY

£2150.00

Are you having problems
getting in & out of your Bath

We will remove the Bath
& Fit an easy access low

level round, square or oblong
cubicle, & Tiled inside.

Supply a new
replacement shower

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail

TRADESMEN OWN & RUN THIS COMPANY

WE DO THE LOT IN 5 DAYS

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU

VAT FREE
IN QUALIFYING CASES

EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR
RETIRED & DISABLE CUSTOMERS

I’ve tried lot’s of
other reputable

companies but their
prices are to high!
CAN YOU HELP?

VAT FREE IN QUALIFYING CASES
DAYTIMES & WEEKEND VISITS A PLEASURE

“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 

We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budgets 

of retired, disabled and 
working families which 
make up 95% of our 

customers.”
WE DO THE LOT IN 5 DAYS

MARCH & APRILFITTING DATES NOW BEING RESERVED

Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre,
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH

01384 287222
Showroom also at: 39, Lichfield Road,

Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV11 1TW

01902 861908

I’m desperate
for a NEW 

BATHROOM
I’ve tried lots of 
other reputable 

companies but their 
prices are too high! 

CAN YOU HELP?

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU
DISABLED
SPECIAL

ALL FOR ONLY
£2150.00

Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your bath?

We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level 

round, square or oblong 
cubicle & Tiled inside.

Supply a new
replacement shower

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail

EXAMPLE 
FULL JOB FOR

£3850.00
• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle

with low level tray
• 15 SQM Wall Tiles 

• Tiled Floor
• Replacement Shower
• New Basin & WC

EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED & 

DISABLED CUSTOMERS

SHOWROOMS OPEN
9am-5pm  6 Days a Week

FREE 
FULL SIZE 

CHROME HEATED 
LADDER RAIL 

FITTED WITH EVERY 
BATHROOM SOLD

BATHROOMSYOUR
CHOICE

Nazi camp
survivor, 87,
died after
two falls

Great Barr, on New Year’s 
Day. After a wait in the busy 
emergency department, he 
was examined and found 
to have suffered no serious 
harm. 

But a nurse found him 
shivering on the floor of his 
cubicle later that night. A 
post mortem found he died 
of pneumonia due to immo-
bility as a result of the falls.

His family told Black 
Country coroner Zafar Sid-
dique of their concerns of 
a ‘cover-up’ because they 
were not told about the sec-
ond fall. 

The Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust is now changing 
policy after admitting there 
was no falls risk assessment 
for A&E patients.

Mr Kowalski escaped 
from a concentration camp 
in his native Poland as an 
11-year-old boy, after his 

sister died in his arms, and 
with help of nuns fled to 
Britain via India, said his 
son-in-law Michael Cloke. 
He described the 87-year-old 
retired factory supervisor as 
‘an amazingly strong, ex-
tremely hard-working man’.

On January 1 his wife 
heard a thud and found him 
at the bottom of the stairs of 
their home. He was assessed 
as a category 3 patient, to be 
seen within an hour at A&E. 
The hospital has acknowl-
edged he should have been 
seen either immediately or 
within 10 minutes.

Black Country coroner 
Zafar Siddique decided 
against making any special 
recommendations as the 
hospital trust had addressed 
the issues. He concluded 
that Mr Kowalski’s death 
had been accidental.

A SURVIVOR of the Second World War con-
centration camps who escaped Nazi-occu-
pied Poland for a new life in Britain died after 
falling whilst in hospital, an inquest heard.

Mieczyslaw Kowalski, described as ‘tough as old boots’ by 
his family, had been taken to Sandwell General Hospital in 
West Bromwich after a fall at his home in Ivanhoe Road, 

NICE fundraising chief, Louise Watkins and Roger 
Palmer with, from left, Aran, Jasmine and Louis

A MASONIC lodge has raised over £2,500 for charity over 
a year of fundraising activities.

Moseley Lodge raised the money for NICE Centre for 
Movement Disorders, who provide a lifeline to adults and 
children affected by incurable movement disorders.

Over the course of the last year, Moseley Lodge members 
have undertaken a variety of fundraising events including 
a Garden Party, Ladies Evening and Valentines Lunch.

Roger Palmer, a member of Moseley Lodge, said: “I first 
heard about NICE through a good friend, whose son Will 
has been helped by the charity since he was three years old. 

“We are so thrilled that the money we have raised is 
going to a local and very deserving charity which really 
does transform lives.”

Louise Watkins, fundraising and marketing manager at 
NICE, said: “We are delighted that the Moseley Lodge de-
cided to choose NICE as their charity of the year. In order 
to sustain our life-changing services to individuals in need, 
such as Will, and their families, we need to raise £500,000 
annually and we rely significantly on donations.”

Masons lodge £2,500
for the NICE centre

By Marion Brennan

Father gives kidney to save son’s life

‘EVERYONE would do 
the same if the person 
they loved needed it’ – 
the words of a father 
who saved his son’s life 
by giving him a kidney.

Ian Salter, aged 68, put himself for-
ward as a donor when his son David 
was rushed to Birmingham’s Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital with kidney failure.

The 44-year-old from Cradley 
Heath, first discovered he had a prob-
lem with his kidneys in 2008. Then in 

2014 it became clear that his kidney 
function was worsening. 

David attempted to resolve his prob-
lem with alternative treatments, as 
the idea of dialysis was not something 
he wanted to consider.

Ian, from Chatteris, Cambridge-
shire, said: “I told him I had a spare 
kidney waiting for him and told him 
to tell the doctors. If it is you’re family 
you don’t think about it.” 

In March 2016 Ian and David un-
derwent the transplant. Remarkably, 
David’s brother Mark and half-brother 
Brian also came forward as potential 
donors, but further tests revealed that 

Ian was the most suitable. Since the 
operation Ian has recovered well and 
has given a talk about the transplant 
and raised money for the Queen Eliz-
abeth Hospital Birmingham Charity. 

David married his fiancée Rosie last 
summer. 

Ian added: “To see him swinging 
down the aisle with a big grin on his 
face was incredible. People might say 
it is brave but everyone would do the 
same if the person they loved needed 
it. The key lesson is that donors are 
really well looked after, you can put 
yourself forward in complete confi-
dence.”

David Salter on his wedding day, second from left, with his father Ian, and his brothers Mark, far left, and Brian
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LOCHS.COM
01389 713713

LOCHS & GLENS HOLIDAYS, SCHOOL ROAD, GARTOCHARN, G83 8RW

COACH BREAK TO SCOTLAND

SCENIC
SCOTLAND

5 DAYS

£249
LOCH TUMMEL HOTEL
PERTHSHIRE

WEDNESDAY 3RD MAY
A 5 day holiday staying at our Loch Tummel
Hotel. There will be an excursion everyday
including Perth, entrance into Scone Palace,
a spectacular journey on the highest
mountain railway in Cairngorms, Aberfeldy,
Creiff & Pitlochry.
TOUR INCLUDES

4 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. Excursions.
PICKUP FROM

Birmingham, Smethwick, West Bromwich, Dudley,
Wolverhampton, Walsall

TripAdvisor

mbleytravel

Tel: 01902 789723 or 0121 369 0233

...WITH DOOR TO DOOR PICK UPS

Web: www.plimbleytravel.co.uk

Welcome to

LUXURY COACH TRAVEL...

APR 10-14 PAIGNTON - HOTEL BONAIR ................................. £249 HB
APR 17-21 ST. IVES - COTTAGE HOTEL................................... £285 HB
MAY 14-18 ISLE OF MAN - CHESTERHOUSE HOTEL ................ £425 HB
MAY 15-19 WEYMOUTH - FAIRHAVEN HOTEL ......................... £325 HB
MAY 15-19 EASTBOURNE - CUMBERLAND HOTEL .................. £285 HB
MAY 29-JUN 2 WARNERS HOLME LACY....................................... £395 HB
JUN 5-9 LLANDUDNO - FOUR OAKS HOTEL ........................ £279 HB
JUN 12-16 SOUTHSEA - ROYAL BEACH HOTEL ....................... £375 HB
JUN 17-24 SKEGNESS - SAVOY HOTEL .................................. £419 HB
JUN 18-24 JERSEY - MAYFAIR HOTEL ................................... £479 HB
JUN 18-24 GREAT YARMOUTH - NEW BEACH HOTEL.............. £389 HB
JUN 19-23 CRICCIETH - LION HOTEL ..................................... £339 HB
JUN 19-23 TORQUAY - DERWENT HOTE ................................. £325 HB

(DRINKS INCLUSIVE)
JUL 2-8 ISLE OF WIGHT - SHANKLIN HOTEL ...................... £415 HB
JUL 4-8 LLANDUDNO - TYNEDALE HOTEL .......................... £339 HB
JUL 10-14 BRIDLINGTON - MONARCH HOTEL........................ £299 HB
JUL 10-14 TORQUAY - BELGRAVE SANDS HOTEL & SPA ........ £365 HB
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Halfway to Paradise
Grand Theatre

BACK in 1996 Colin Gold 
went on Stars In Their Eyes 
as Billy Fury. Soon after 
he received a call from the 
singer’s original backing 
band The Tornados to tour 
as a tribute act to Billy.

Now they’ve been doing it 
20 years and the Halfway To 
Paradise show was back at 
the Grand Theatre in Wol-
verhampton, attracting coa-
chloads of fans from around 
the country.

The Tornados – John 
Raynor, Graham Wyvill and 
Chris Raynor – began back-
ing Fury in the late 1950s. 
Billy, who came from Liver-
pool, chose them above the 
Beatles, who also auditioned 
for the role. 

The Tornados opened the 
evening with a couple of 
instrumentals. Gold then 
appeared and took the audi-
ence on a journey back more 
than 50 years with songs 
such as Wondrous Place, 
Maybe Tomorrow, Jealousy 
and A Thousand Stars.

Charlie Elston, Fury’s for-
mer musical director, nearly 
stole the show with a poign-
ant medley on the grand 
piano featuring When Will 
You Say I Love You and In 
Thoughts of You. 

That was topped when, 
courtesy of Gold’s sons, his 
technical crew, took a rare 
live performance of Fury 
a couple of years before he 
died aged just 42 in 1983, 
and enhanced the film and 
vocals on a big screen. Gold 
might have finished with 
Forget Him but there are 
still thousands who won’t.   

            TONY ATTWATER

Wondrous
place full
of Gold-en
memories

Ballet  boy  Billy  brilliant
with   no   punches   pulled

Billy Elliot
Birmingham Hippodrome

WELL I’ll pull no punches over this stun-
ning musical – it is simply knockout!

Billy Elliot – the story of the boy who 
switched from boxing classes to his true 
love, ballet – packed the Birmingham Hip-
podrome and rightly so.

Everything about it was superb, the grit 
and determination of the miners during the 
long hard strike days , the way they fought 
the police, and often each other, but in the 
end all pulled together to help one little boy 
pursue his dream to dance.

The audience was also kept on its toes. 
Would Billy’s tough widowed dad really ever 
accept his younger son as a ballet dancer? 
In the end there was sheer joy and pride on 
his face as he watched young Billy perform.

Sprinkled with so many charming risqué 
lines from the little ones these brilliant 
youngsters just shone. At one stage when 
Billy danced the audience was so mesmer-
ised and the applause lasted so long that it 
brought a temporary halt to the storyline.

 To be so talented at such a young age is 
incredible. I could only watch in awe. 

There were tears too as young Billy – 
played by local lad Lewis Smallman, 12, 
from West Bromwich – read out a letter 
from his dead mum, and giggles as one little 
girl offered to reveal all to Billy. There was 
a long pause and Billy just said ‘No it’s OK 
thanks’. Priceless!

Too many brilliant people to mention 
them all but I must comment on our own 
young star Lewis. who on this night took 
the lead role. His energy and dancing skills 
were awesome. 

I doubt anyone left the theatre that night 
not still marvelling at what they had just 
seen, Well done and a very well deserved 
standing ovation. The shows runs until 
April 29 if you miss it you will regret it.
                                            SUE ATTWATER

Rising star 12-year-old Lewis Smallman as Billy Elliot at the Birmingham Hippodrome

THEATRE REVIEWS

A monster night out
with Nigel and friends

Nigel Kennedy & Friends,
Symphony Hall, Birmingham

THE always irrepressible violin star 
Nigel Kennedy was in high spirits, 
even by his standards, for his gala 
concert at his favourite Birmingham 
venue after Villa Park.

The audience could hear roars and 
guffaws from backstage led by the 
impish 60-year-old (yes, the former 
wunderkind will qualify for his bus 
pass in five years) before the concert 
had even begun.

Maybe it was due to his claret and 
blue team’s 2-0 home victory that af-
ternoon over Sheffield Wednesday but 
it was certainly also because Kennedy 
was surrounded by his musical friends, 
including fellow former students 
of New York’s prestigious Juilliard 
School of music and one of his violin 
heroes, the pioneering jazz-rock fiddler 
Jean-Luc Ponty.

Kennedy took a near sell-out audi-
ence on a three and a half hour exhil-

arating musical journey from Bach to 
Led Zeppelin via the Balkans.

The mercurial bowman with trade-
mark spiked hair showed both his dy-
namism and deftness of touch in the 
opening concerto from JS Bach, then 
came a truly impressive duet with cel-
list Peter Adams on Halvorsen’s Pas-
sacaglia after Handel.

For all the fist bumping and joking 
around, Kennedy is a seriously out-
standing violinist who has surrounded 
himself with some of the best musi-
cians around. He also keeps an eye on 
the international folk scene and per-
formed alongside Bulgarian musician 
Georgi Andreev, who is a master of a 
tear-shaped string instrument called 
the gadulka.

Kennedy was reunited with two for-
mer student pals, fellow violinists Pi-
eter Daniel and Michael Guttman, for 
Monti’s Czardasz and a crowd-pleas-
ing Nessun Dorma, the Three Tenors 
replaced by the Fiddlers Three.

Jazz violin virtuoso Ponty made a 
brief appearance early on but really 
came into his own after the interval. 
Kennedy duetted with him on the 
Frenchman’s pioneering jazz-rock 
pieces from the ‘70s. If I had to pick the 
best moment of the concert it would 
have to be Ponty’s Cosmic Messenger 
with Kennedy in awe and admiration 
of his mentor, and Ponty appreciating 
Kennedy’s thrilling, psychedelic slant 
on his groundbreaking work.

Kennedy has recently been work-
ing with “a Wolves fan, a yam-yam”, 
ie Robert Plant, and that inspired his 
thunderous version of Led Zep’s Kash-
mir, although singer Cleveland Wat-
kiss was almost drowned out. Kennedy 
left just before half 11 on a delightfully 
light note with a swinging Stephane 
Grappelli-Django Reinhardt number.

It was, in our Nige’s parlance, an 
absolutely monster night.

                      LEON BURAKOWSKI

Nigel Kennedy – the mercurial bowman with trademark spiked hair showed both his dynamism and deftness of touch



www.astonsauc�oneers.co.uk        013�4 �31001

FREE VALUATION DAYS in Dudley
Every Wednesday 10am to 4pm - Free Parking & Free Tea/Coffee
Aston’s Auc�oneers, Baylies Hall, Tower Street, Dudley DY1 1NB
                    Our experts are here to value your items.......
                                   * Jewellery, Coins, Wrist and Pocket Watches, Silver, Medals.
                                                * An�ques, Collectables, Ceramics, Sports Memorabilia etc.
                                   * Vi                                   * Vintage toys including Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, Star Wars, Sindy.
                                                * Hornby & other Model Railways and Model Kits inc. Airfix.
                                   * Designer Clothes & Handbags - Vintage & Modern Fashion.
                                                * Film & Music Memorabilia inc. Cinema Posters & Vinyl Records.
                                   * Comic Books including Marvel, DC, Batman, Spider-Man etc.
                                                * Cameras, Lenses & Photographic Equipment inc. Leica & Nikon.

Auc�ons in March
Tuesday 21st March at 11am

Comic Book Auc�on
Specialist sale - more than �00 lots

of collectable Comic Books.

Tuesday 28th March at 10am
GeneGeneral & Collecta�les Auc�on

Including West Midlands Police
Stolen & Recovered Property

Tuesday 28th March at 2pm
Cameras & Photographic Auc�on

Specialist sale - more than 300 lots
of photographic equipment and more. 

Thursday 30th March at 10amThursday 30th March at 10am
Toy & Model Railway Auc�on

Including a masive sci-fi toy collec�on

Featured Lots
(le�) �he AMA�ING
SPIDER-MAN Comic

Issue Number 1
Es�mate £2300 - £4000

 
(rig(right) Leica M� Camera
Es�mate £1500 - £1600

* Officially appointed Auc�oneers & Valuers to West Midlands Police *
* The only NAVA accredited cha�els auc�oneers in the Midlands *

* As seen on various TV channels including ITV and Channel 5 *

when you don’t
know what you’ree
going to find. You
can end up with a
lump of earth and
a piece of history in-
de it,” he says.
After hearing the
p, he then digs a
before using a pin-
t probe to narrow
arch area.
ouch is carried for
he finds, whether
interesting or just
they’re all removed
ey don’t unwittingly
again in the future.
as finds of interest
ed by the database,
eved to be treasure

must be reported to a coroner.
Objects that don’t qualify as

‘treasure’ are items whose owners can be
traced, unworked natural items such as ani-
mal bones, objects from the foreshore which
are wreak, single coins found on their own, or
groups of coins lost one by one over a period
of time.
Once an item is ruled to be treasure the coro-

ner will inform the British Museum or the Na-
tional Museum Wales and they will ascertain
whether they or any other museum wishes to
buy it. If it’s purchased, the money is shared
between landowner and the finder. If not, it will
be returned to the finder after 28 days unless
the landowner objects.
Club members keep in touch with the Finds

Liaison Officer for Staffordshire & West Mid-
lands who is based at BirminghamMuseum and
Art Gallery and helps with the recording of dis-
coveries. Colin adds: “Research is the best part
because you start not knowing anything about
an item but you can find out its history and who
might have owned it or made it. Every item is
interesting. It’s a fantastic hobby.”

METAL detecting has long been as
sociated with the discovery of lost
treasures, writes Heather Large.
But for Colin Pearson the hobby is all

about unearthing and preserving pieces of
our past.
“You can’t believe what’s lying a foot below

the surface of the ground, just waiting to be dis-
covered. You could find something someone lost
2,000 years ago and it hasn’t been touched by
anyone since. You could be the first person to
find it and that’s a fantastic feeling.
“This is our history and it needs to be pre-

served and recorded,” says the member of Blox-
wich Research and Metal Detector Club.
The 71-year-old first picked up a metal detec-

tor, belonging to his uncle, in 1976, sparking his
interest in the pastime.
“My Uncle George lived in Hinckley and was

self-employed. He used to clean the drains along
the A5 and would find Roman artefacts.

Retired
“During a visit I had a go with his metal de-

tector and got hooked. I decided to buy myself
a metal detector and I’ve never looked back,”
he explains.
Since then the retired engineer has made

thousands of discoveries with many taking pride
of place in his Wolverhampton home where he
meticulously researches and records every item.
They’ve included artefacts such as coins and

jewellery dating back to the times of the Ro-
mans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings.
All finds of interest are also recorded on the

Portable Antiquities Scheme national database,
making them available for worldwide research
by anybody. Among some of Colin’s prized dis-
coveries are 15 Roman silver coins dating back
as far as 77AD, during the reign of Vespasian,
up until the reign of Marcus Aurelius in 161AD.
He also discovered a 15th century gold rel-

iquary in a farmer’s field in Middleton on the
Staffordshire/Warwickshire border, which at
the time was valued at £7,000 and was acquired
by Warwickshire Museum.

g
figure of St George w
in the act of killin
dragon. The item
thought to be th
lid to a small dia
mond-shaped box,
which probably
would’ve been
worn on a chain
around the neck.
“This was a once-
in-a-lifetime find b
cause it’s so rare
fantastic that’s it be
from just being bur
nity. Now people w
see it,” says Colin.
in his collection is
blade, while one of
ring which he belie
of William Shakesp
“It really does look like him but I haven t

been able to get it confirmed. I don’t know if
it’s of the period or from the 18th century,” ex-
plains Colin. He’s also travelled further afield
and discovered a medal from the Flint Eistedd-
fod festival in Wales, which dates back to 1865,
beneath Bournemouth Pier. Made from 90 per
cent tin, Colin says it’s in a good condition for
its age and considering where it was found.
“It’s unbelievable. How it survived all the salt

water, I don’t know,” says Colin, who’s been a
club member since 1990.
Founded in 1978, the club has around 60

members who spend every Sunday searching
sites, between Wheaton Aston and Tamworth.
They research an area first before applying for
permission from the landowner to carry out a
search. A quality metal detector can cost up-
wards of £150 and many will have distinctive
beep tones based on the type of metal.
Colin says he doesn’t have a set method for

searching with his detector and tends to wan-
der around randomly. Every time he hears the
beep of his metal detector he gets excited. “It’s
a fabulous feeling,” he adds.

Colin Pearson, from Cranmore Road, Wolverhamp-
ton, who has been metal detecting for 40 years

A ladies pistol dated 1820-1840, which
was unearthed by Colin

An 1865 Flint Eisteddfod medal
found under Bournemouth pier
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Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability.

Departing Wednesday 19 April 2017

THE FLYING
SCOTSMAN

Price Includes...

OPENING TIMES:
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00

SAT 8.30-16.00
SUN 10.00-16.00

For more information or to book, please call:

2 days, by coach

only£149pp

Omegain association with

on The Bluebell Line

Organised by Omega Holidays plc,
ABTA V4782.

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols

Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star south-east area
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English
breakfast

 Journey on the Bluebell Line hauled by Flying
Scotsman, and return transfer from hotel

 Free time in Windsor

Price Includes...

2 days, by coach

only £169.95pp

Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability.

EMMERDALE
VILLAGE

and Studio Experience & Harrogate

 Overnight at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast

 Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV village on
Saturday

 Timed admission to The Emmerdale Studio
Experience on Sunday morning

 Free time in Harrogate and Haworth

View product online at
www.omega-holidays.com/NDR350

Quote Code: NDR350

Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge*

Your Chronicle

01902 902165

Quote Code: EDK229

View product online at
www.omega-holidays.com/EDK229

Departing Saturday 3 June 2017

*Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks.

SHEDS & SUMMERHOUSES

We also stock all Fencing Products: Panels, Posts & Gravel Boards

Come and 
see us before 
you buy from 

anywhere else
Sheds & Summer houses, Unit 4, Stallings Lane DY6 7LG

01384 944115 • 07594 841785

Come and Come and Come and Come and Come and 

Be quick,
when they are 
gone, they are 

gone!

Remember , Your going to need More 
Storage Space after Christmas !!! 

END OF AUTUMN SALE , THE LEAVES ARE FALLING 
AND SO ARE OUR PRICES !!!!! 

HIGH QUALITY, BUDGET COST

TRADE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE

Concrete Gravel Boards...£8.50
Concrete Post 8ft.............£10

Feather Edge Panels
6ft x 6ft......£19
6ft x 5ft......£18
6ft x 4ft......£17

LAP Panels
6ft x 6ft......£18
6ft x 5ft......£17
6ft x 4ft......£16

Mansion for £1.95m
IF you have a spare couple of million 
pounds lying about, how about this 
luxurious home on the edge of the 
Black Country.

Set in 35 acres of land in Stourbridge, 
19th Century home Lawnswood House is 
a snip at £1.95 million, having originally 
been put up for sale in 2015 at £2.5 million. 
The home is on the market with Savills. 

The Foley family, who made their fortune with 
iron foundries in Stourbridge, paid for the man-
sion to be built in 1813.

The property is now on the market after being 
in the Marsh family, of well-known meat busi-
ness Marsh and Baxter, for nearly 50 years.

Property agent Tony Morris-Eaton said: “The 
estate is in a unique position within an island of 
unspoilt countryside, just outside the edge of the 
conurbation of Kingswinford and Stourbridge.

“Lawnswood House, although impressive, is 
not overwhelming in stature and provides qual-
ity accommodation for a family home. 

“The beautiful gardens and grounds were laid 
out and landscaped when the house was built.”

The house features four main reception rooms 
with valuable fireplaces and ornate plasterwork. 

The main lodge acts is at the entry to a winding 
driveway passing through the 35 acres of land-
scaped grounds.

There are mature trees such as cedars, beech, 
oak and others which adorn the large lawned 
areas, terraces, pathways and borders.

The home comes with four bathrooms, seven 
bedrooms and some attic bedrooms on the second 
floor, as well as plenty of garage space. 

It also includes a tennis court, which the sell-
ers say needs some repair, as well as a swimming 
pool.

The property also includes a stable block, a 
secondary lodge and estate offices.

Pretty in pink – the mansion has an opulent drawing room An aerial view of the stunning property, which has 35 acres of grounds

Lawnswood House, near Stourbridge, was built in 1813 for the Foley family

The property includes its own swimming pool, perfect for summer days

The huge lawn is just part of the 
landscaped gardens at the mansion

The elegant dining room at Lawns-
wood House, perfect for dinner parties
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www.serenitykitchensbathrooms.co.uk

Serenity

• Provide a full design and project management
service if required

• Take your ideas and make them a reality

• So please come and meet the team at Serenity

• All trades are carried out by our team. This includes,
building, tiling, plastering, carpentry, electrical,
plumbing and gas. No job is too big or too small for us.
No gimmicks, just quality goods and quality service.

Stallings Lane | Kingswinford | DY6 7AP

D E S I G N E D | P L A N NE D | I N S TA L L E D

READ BELOW WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU

THE ONE STOP SHOPPING EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR NEW KITCHEN

K I T C H E N S & B AT H R O O M S

Call us on 01384 279 997

recommended

Example Job
Choice of 9 Door Panels

Colours and styles
7 Units worktops and upstands,

oven, hob and extractor
sink and tap

Cornice, Pelmet and End Panels

Fully Fitted £3995

Attempted murder knifeman
fails to get sentence reduced
A FATHER who tried to kill the moth-
er of his three children has failed in 
his bid to persuade top judges that 
his prison term was too tough.

Karl John Hughes, 32, of George Close, 
Dudley, was jailed for 15 years and three 
months for the attempted murder of his 
ex-girlfriend in 2015.

She was his partner of 14 years and they 
had three young children together, Mr Justice 
Sweeney told London’s Appeal Court. 

Their relationship broke down because of 
Hughes’ drinking and his ‘erroneous fixation’ 
with the idea that she was being unfaithful to 
him. Hughes moved out of the family home but 

on November 21, 2015, he got into the house 
through a window. As he tried to cut his ex-part-
ner’s throat, the children could hear what was 
happening and one of them witnessed her moth-
er’s terror.

The victim was stabbed in the shoulder, be-
fore managing to escape.

Scars
Hughes admitted attempted murder when he 

appeared at Wolverhampton Crown Court in 
May last year. He had earlier pleaded guilty to 
cannabis possession.

Miss Bennett was left with scars and the po-
tentially reduced use of both of her hands after 
the stabbing. She suffered a three centimetre 
deep by 10cm long cut to her throat, two other 

cuts to the left hand side of her neck and a stab 
wound to her shoulder along with ‘significant’ 
defensive wounds to her hands.

entence last year,  Mr Simon Hanns, defend-
ing, said Hughes’s behaviour ‘was out of charac-
ter’ and he was ‘genuinely remorseful’.

Hughes, who prepared his own appeal, argued 
last week that his jail term was far too harsh 
and ought to be reduced. If he had known the 
strength of the evidence against him, he would 
have admitted the murder attempt at a much 
earlier stage, he argued.

But Mr Justice Sweeney said there was 
‘clearly no merit’ in Hughes’ grounds of appeal. 
“The appeal must be dismissed,” said the judge, 
sitting with Lord Justice Elias and Judge Julian 
Goose QC.

Campaign is
hailed a success
A CHILD sexual exploitation (CSE) cam-
paign across the West Midlands reached 
more than one million people, according to 
one of the authorities involved. 

Dudley Council said the #seemehearme 
tag reached 278,000 people, a digital media 
campaign reached a further 761,000 in two 
weeks and 15,000 people visited the cam-
paign’s website.

The authority also said more than 4,000 
commuters stopped to find out more about 
CSE at transport hubs in Dudley, Wolver-
hampton, Walsall, Sandwell, Birmingham, 
Solihull and Coventry from February 20 to 
24.

Councillor Ian Cooper, Dudley Council’s 
cabinet member for children’s services, 
said: “This week of action has been a fan-
tastic success reaching more than one mil-
lion people across the region through social 
media and online. 

“We need everyone to be aware of the 
signs of CSE and to know how to get help.”

Self-taught artist Phil Sedgley pictured during the exhibition of his work at Himley Hall

A SELF-TAUGHT artist has opened an ex-
hibition in the Black Country.

A total of twenty of Phil Sedgley’s paint-
ings will be on display at Stourbridge Li-
brary throughout March.

These include landscapes and wildlife 
scenes that have been painted either in oil 
paints or acrylic inks.

His artwork can be found in the display 
cabinets at the foot and top of the stairs in-
side the library at the Crown Centre. 

Magnificent seven 
– uni among best
THE University of Birmingham is among the top 50 places 
in the world to study in seven subjects.

The QS World University Rankings by Subject 2017 re-
veal that the city institution is the fifth best university on 
the planet at which to study sports-related subjects.

This year’s ratings put six other subject areas at the Uni-
veristy of Birmingham in the top 50: Education, English 
Language & Literature, Linguistics, Theology, Divinity & 
Religious Studies, Development Studies and Dentistry.

There are a further 18 Birmingham subject areas that 
score in the Top 100, including Archaeology, Chemical 
Engineering, Environmental Sciences, Anatomy and Phys-
iology, Law, Performing Arts, Psychology and Materials 
Science.

Professor Kathy Armour, pro-vice-chancellor of educa-
tion, said: “We are a destination of choice for those wishing 
to secure a top-flight career in many areas.”

Library exhibition by artist

Mr Sedgley, from Stourbridge, will be 
holding another solo exhibition in the au-
tumn at Dudley Canal Trust.

Art has been a hobby for the 65-year-old 
since he was in his teens, when he received 
a set of oil paints for Christmas. 

Since retiring from his job as an admin-
istrator last year, he has been able to spend 
more time at his easel. 

He previously held an exhibition, entitled 
Some You Just Might Like, at Himley Hall 
last year. 

Global beers
at four pubs
AWARD-WINNING beers 
from across the world will 
be served at four Dudley 
pubs during a beer festival.

From March 22 until 
April 2, up to 20 beers from 
Italy, Brazil, Holland and 
the USA, as well as the 
UK, will be served at: The 
Full Moon in Dudley High 
Street; The Abraham Darby 
in the Merry Hill shopping 
centre, Brierley Hill; The 
Clifton in Bull Ring, Sedg-
ley; and The Waterfront 
Inn in Level Street, Brierley 
Hill. All will be priced from 
£1.95 to £2.25 a pint.

Brum’s big bike 
ride into Worcs
AS many as 15,000 cyclists will be head-
ing towards the Wyre Forest as part of 
Vélo, Birmingham’s 100-mile closed road 
route event on September 24.

Riders will pass through many parts of 
Worcestershire via Sandwell, Dudley and 
Staffordshire, with hundreds of spectators 
expected to line the route.

Participants will leave Birmingham and 
head towards Wolverley and Bewdley and 
then south through Great Witley. On a re-
turn route they will pass through Cutnall 
Green and Belbroughton and on to Clent, 
Romsley, and Frankley.

Motorists have been warned that exten-
sive road closures will be in place.

General entries sold out within four 
days. However, it is still possible for cy-
clists still to enter via one of Vélo Birming-
ham’s official charity partners. See www.
velobirmingham.com website.
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Sunday 26th March

The Laser 
Lounge

Shaun
Pedmore Road, Stourbridge, 

West Midlands,

DY9 7DY
07397013131

www.thelaserloungeuk.co.uk

• Thread vein removal
• Wrinkle reduction
• Skin tightening
• Acne clearance
• Pigmentation removal

Pedmore Road, Stourbridge, Pedmore Road, Stourbridge, 
0739701313107397013131

• Thread vein removal

• Pigmentation removal

Laser skin 
rejuvenation full 
face and neck 

only £45!!

SUPER IPL HAIR REMOVAL, PAIN FREE,
DARK SKINS, ALL HAIR COLOURS
Fully qualifi ed
Competitively priced go compare
Rejuvenate your face with superfi cial 
skin peels by glotherapeutics

DARK SKINS, ALL HAIR COLOURSDARK SKINS, ALL HAIR COLOURS

Rejuvenate your face with superfi cial Rejuvenate your face with superfi cial 

Mothers Day 26th MarchTreat your Mom

127 High Street, Stourbridge DY8 1DT 01384 443556
enquiries@thegreenhouse-florist.com www.thegreenhouse-florist.com

The Greenhouse
Florist & Flossie’s Bakehouse

Est 25 years

t St b id DY8 1DT 013

Mother’s Day
Sunday 26th March
Beautiful flowers,

plants, gifts cupcakes,
Cake orders now being taken
We are open Mother’s Day

6.30am til 6pm
(open 7 days a week)

Beautiful flowers and delicious cakes for all occasions

Webster’s of Wollaston Est.
50

years

Mother’s Day

Bouquets/Baskets/Planted Bowls
Indoor and Outdoor Plants

Many other gift ideas
Bedding plants arriving daily

ORDERS NOWBEING TAKEN26th March

Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea
at Grahham’s Place

Graham’s Place, Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston,
Stourbridge DY8 3PZ | Telephone: 01384 440315Telephone: 01384 396517

Enjoy a selection of finger
sandwiches, scones, beautiful
homemade cakes and sweet treats,
along with tea, coffee or fruit juice.

£15 for two people/£20 for two people
to include a glass of prosecco each.

Booking required - please book at the
bar or call us on 01384 440315

Please make us aware of any dietary
requirements or food allergies when you book

Open 7 days
Mon-Sat

7am-5.30pm
Mothering
Sunday

8am-5pm

SATURDAY 25THMARCH

Between 1pm - 4pm

We have moved next
to

Grahams Place

Bridgnort
h Roaaad

DY8 3PZ

              ThePlough InnPlough InnPlough Inn
 A T  W O L L A S T O N

154 Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston, Stourbridge DY8 3PD

Tel: 01384 393414
Check our website for further details -

www.theploughinnwollaston.co.uk

Last few tables
Book Now

Mother’s Day 
Lunch

Sunday 26th March
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ALAN WARWICK BUTCHERS

Alan Warwick Brierley Hill, Unit 19 Moor Centre, Moor Street, Brierley Hill DY5 3AH 01384 265200

£5 FRENZY

£5.00

3LB BONELESS
PORK CHOPS

£5.00

3LB FRESH
CHICKEN FILLETS

£5.00

3LB MINCED
BEEF

2LB Premium Rump
Steak (Hip Bone) £5

£5.00

2 FRESH
CHICKENS

IN February, members were taken back to 
their childhood days by going to Saturday 
morning trip with a bag of sherbet dip.

 Speaker Ken Sampson gave a talk about 
the life and times of Norman Wisdom. 

On February 25, all the committee and 
four members of the guild presented a keep 
fit demonstration in the Cornbow precinct 
in Halesowen. 

The session began at 10.30 and lasted an 
hour. Ladies wore white T-shirts with TG 
and Comic Relief logos written on them and 
red noses painted on in red lipstick and it 

Ladies enjoy their keep fit session in the Cornbow Shopping Precinct in Halesowen

Hawne TG

Keep fit class follows
cinema nostalgia trip

Conductor
Bright lives
up to name

Wollaston E TWGCHAIRMAN Julie Willetts 
welcomed 41 members to 
the February meeting.

Apologies were read, fol-
lowed by the minutes of the 
previous meeting, which 
were agreed as a true re-
cord.

Treasurer Margaret Greg-
ory made it known that do-
nations of £100 had been 
sent to both Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital and to 
Acorns Children’s Hospice. 
Secretary Sue Ward re-

ported that she had already 
received thank you letters 
from the two organisations.

Federation represent-
ative Jean Latham gave 
a detailed account of the 
January meeting. Sub-sec-
tion reports followed, one 
of which mentioned the 
planned luncheon to visit to 
Birmingham College of Food 
on March 29. Visits to High-

grove House and Haden Hill 
House are on the cards.

Speaker for the evening 
was Chris Dyche, who gave 
an interesting talk, aug-
mented with wonderful 
slides, on a canal journey 
from Stourbridge to Kinver. 

Competition winners 
were Elizabeth Grove and 
Hazel Needham, while raf-
fle prizes went to Liz Walker 
and Judy Cresswell.

The AGM was taking 
place on March 14.

THE AGM was held at The 
Royal British Legion, King-
swinford, on March 3.

Chairman Sheila Evans 
welcomed all present in-
cluding a visitor and the 
visiting choir. Business mat-
ters were read and approved 
including the re-election of 
three committee members. 

Sheila thanked all mem-
bers for their loyal support 
during a difficult year when 
some members had passed 
away and several others not 
enjoying good health. Sadly 
she announced May Raven 
had passed away in Febru-
ary. The Christmas meet-
ing will be on December 14. 
Hopefully a trip will be ar-
ranged for later in the year.

Entertainment was pro-
vided by The Brand Hall 
choir with their conductor 
Tracey Bright, whose name 
is apt. She is extremely vi-
vacious, a skilled conductor, 
a talented flautist with a de-
lightful voice. Her red shoes 
sparkled like she did. 

During the evening the la-
dies were entertained with a 
variety of modern songs and 
even did The Macarena to 
the Dum Dum song. Tracey 
dedicated the Jackson Five 
song I’ll Be There to Audrey 
Phipps, the Social Circle’s 
late chairman and treasurer 
who died a year ago and is 
sadly missed. 

The choir was accompa-
nied by guitarist Mike, and 
he and his wife and other 
choir members dedicate a 
lot of their time to working 
with people with dementia 
who respond to music.

Two ladies won raffle 
prizes. The next meeting 
will be on April 6 at 7.45pm.

Highgrove visit on the cards

Kingswinford Ladies 
Social Circle

demonstrated how ladies can keep fit and 
supple as they get older. While they danced 
and exercised to music, they managed to 
raise almost £200 for Comic relief. Every-
one thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

The next meeting is on March 20m start-
ing at 7.30pm in the Venue 2 at the Zion 
Christian Centre, Halesowen. Visitors are 
always very welcome.
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It’s time to stop dreaming 
about getting more sleep 

Estee Lauder Advanced Night Repair Concentrated Recovery Eye Mask Pure Elixir 02 Smart Sleep supplement

Sleep habits are so important – avoid caffeine and wine at night and sleep in a well-ventilated room

Wake up feeling fully rested in a comfortable bed

DON’T worry if you’ve failed on 
the clean eating front; there’s 
a new buzzword for 2017 that 
doesn’t involve chomping on any 
raw veg to make you look more 
sprightly...

Step forward ‘clean sleeping’. It has 
nothing to do with how often you wash 
your duvet, but everything to do with 
pure, unadulterated slumber.

Another Gwyneth Paltrow ‘Goop-ism’, 
the actress-turned-lifestyle-guru attributes 
her A-lister glow to a clean-sleeping regime: 
“I believe it should be your first priority - 
even before you think about your diet,” she 
says in her new book, Goop Clean Beauty. 
“The lifestyle I lead is based not just on 
clean eating, but also on clean sleeping: at 
least seven or eight hours of good, quality 
sleep - and ideally even 10.”

With National Bed Month (yes, it’s a 
thing) approaching in March, there’s never 
been a better time to super-charge your 
beauty sleep...

PRE-DUVET RITUALS
PROBLEM: Can’t sleep
We’re now getting less sleep than ever, 

according to research. Three-quarters of 
Brits (74%) sleep less than seven hours per 
night, while 12% snooze for less than five 
hours – compared to 7% in 2013, according 
to The Sleep Council’s Great British Bed-
time Report.

“If you’re not sleeping, you’ll find your 
stress hormone levels will go up,” says Dr 
Nish Joshi, holistic guru and founder of the 
Joshi Clinic. “Sleep habits are so important 
- avoid caffeine and wine at night, sleep in 
a well-ventilated room, and make sure your 
bed and pillow are comfortable. I recom-
mend taking chamomile or valerian about 
half an hour before bedtime, for a restful 
night.”

BEAUTY SLEEP SOS: This Works Lim-
ited Edition Deep Sleep Shower Gel, £15 
(thisworks.com); Neal’s Yard Remedies 
Goodnight Pillow Mist, £15 (nealsyardrem-
edies.com); Pure Elixir 02 Smart Sleep Sup-
plement, £30 for 30 days (pureskinelixir.
com).

THE NIGHT SHIFT
PROBLEM: Won’t sleep
If insomnia’s not an issue, but there 

simply aren’t enough hours in the day for 
decent duvet time, your skin could be suf-
fering. Sleep is vital for skin, as it’s when 
cells goes into repair mode - creating new 
ones and removing toxins.

“Lack of sleep can lead to signs of age-
ing,” explains Susan Harmsworth, skincare 
expert and ESPA founder. “Skin research 
shows cell regeneration is highest between 
12am and 1am, while skin exfoliation and 
blood flow is increased between 12am and 
4am. This is why night-time products are 
so beneficial for the skin’s repair systems.”

BEAUTY SLEEP SOS: Sarah Chapman 
Limited Edition Supersize Skinesis Over-
night Facial, £50 from March 1 (qvcuk.
com); ESPA Overnight Hydration Therapy, 
£35 (espaskincare.com); Iluminage Skin Re-
juvenating Eye Mask With Copper Oxide, 

£25 (lookfantastic.com).
RISE AND SHINE
PROBLEM: Can’t wake up
Woken up feeling less than refreshed? It’s 

possible your alarm’s interrupted a natural 
sleep cycle, resulting in that groggy feeling 
and telltale eye bags.

Thankfully, you can fake eight hours’ 
sleep with cheat products and quick-fix 
massage techniques.

“Reduce puffy eyes by massaging a gen-
tle, healing eye cream in the direction of 
your lymphatic drainage, moving under the 
eyes towards the temples,” advises Nuriss 

skincare expert, Dr Anita Sturnham. “Skin-
care with antioxidants, such as vitamins C, 
B and E, will help boost and repair tired and 
dull-looking skin.”

BEAUTY SLEEP SOS: Estee Lauder Ad-
vanced Night Repair Concentrated Recov-
ery Eye Mask, from £10 (esteelauder.co.uk); 
Benefit Eye Bright Instant Eye Brightener, 
£17 (benefitcosmetics.com); NEOM Energy 
Burst 100% Natural Eau de Parfum, £49 
(neomorganics.com).

BEAUTY BULLETIN
:: SARA’S MANE ROLE
Moroccanoil has appointed Sara Sampaio 

as its new Beauty Ambassador. The Portu-
guese model and Victoria’s Secret Angel, 
who has 4.7 million Instagram followers, 
says she’s been a fan of the haircare brand 
for years: “Moroccanoil products not only 
make me look amazing, they make me feel 
amazing, knowing I’m using only the high-
est quality oil-infused formulas for my hair 
and skin.”

STEAL OF THE WEEK
Want some budget-friendly bathroom 

action? Check out Flying Tiger’s chic new 
skincare, with Cherry Blossom Shower Gel 
and Hand Soap at £2 each from UK stores.

By Lisa Haynes 

Primary 
schools to 
get books on 
humanism
PRIMARY schools across Shropshire are 
to be issued with books about humanism 
as part of an initiative to make children 
more aware of the philosophy.

The British Humanist Association, which rep-
resents non-religious people who ascribe to secu-
lar moral codes, is to distribute copies of a book 
called What is Humanism? to schools across the 
county.

The book, by Michael Rosen and Annemarie Young, 
is described as the first book about humanism aimed 
at children, and features contributions from comedians 
Stephen Fry and Shappi Khorsandi, (both pictured), 
novelists Philip Pullman and Natalie Haynes, and 
physicist Jim Al-Khalili.

The books have 
been paid for by a 
crowd-funding cam-
paign by the associa-
tion, and are aimed at 
children aged from 10 
to 13.

The books will be dis-
tributed among 5,000 
schools across England, 
Wales and Northern 
Ireland this week, but 
will also be available 
to other schools on re-
quest.

Dr Simon Night-
ingale, chairman of 
Shropshire Humanist 
Group, said humanists 
were non-religious peo-
ple who look to science and reason to understand the 
natural world and who make moral decisions based on 
empathy and concern for others.

He said the book would support teachers who want 
to explore non-religious ethics and humanist world 
views in religious education lessons.

“This is the first time the BHA has distributed a 
book to primary schools, and for many schools, it will 
be the first book about non-religious world views in 
their libraries,” he said.

Dr Nightingale, who has given talks about human-
ism at a number of Shropshire schools including Meole 
Brace School in Shrewsbury, Burton Borough School 
in Newport and Telford Priory, said: “Recent surveys 
have shown that over half the UK population live with-
out religion and among young people it’s almost 70 per 

cent.
“Of those that live 

without religion, al-
most all hold basic 
humanist beliefs, even 
if they are don’t call 
themselves human-
ists.”

He said it was impor-
tant that people with 
faith and those without 
understood each other 
better. 

Dr Nightingale said 
he was particularly 
keen to address the 
belief that humanists 
were against religion.

“We support the 
rights of those with 
faith to live as they 

wish and we collaborate with other religions and in-
terfaith groups to promote values we share with most 
moderate religions,” he added.

“Learning about humanism helps children, whether 
they’re religious or not religious, to have a good think 
about where they get their values from and how they 
go about making ethical choices. 

“A lot of teachers find Humanism to be a really use-
ful perspective to explore in the classroom because it 
helps pupils to get to grips with big ethical questions 
and the wide variety of different religious and non-re-
ligious world views.”

Colin Hopkins, director of education for the Diocese 
of Lichfield, said it was important that children develop 
an understanding of different world views and philos-
ophies.

“The vast majority of schools in Shropshire, includ-
ing Church of England schools, follow the local author-
ity’s agreed syllabus for religious education, which 
covers Christianity and other world religions,” he said.

“High quality RE is an entitlement for all children. 
“It’s important that children and young people de-

velop an understanding of major world faiths and other 
philosophical traditions so that they have an informed 
basis for their own religious commitment or a non-re-
ligious perspective on life.”

Portuguese model Sara Sampaio for Moroccanoil
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Small Whole Fresh
Boneless Sirloins
90 Day Matured
£5.99lb

Whole Fresh
Ribeyes

Was £6.98lb

Now
£5.99lb

Fresh
Boneless 
Turkey 
Crowns

£2.79lb

Fresh
Chicken 
Fillets
11lb for

£20.00

Whole Fresh
Beef Fillets
£7.99lb

Whole Boneless
Danish Crown 

Gammons
Was £2.28lb
Now

£1.89lb

Whole Boneless 
Pork Loins

R/on or R/off
Was £1.99lb
Now

£1.59lb

172-176 High Street, Quarry Bank

01384 633648

Fresh
Lamb

Leg Chops
£3.99lb

Fresh English
Boneless 

Lamb Legs 

£3.99lb

Salmon Cut Beef
Hormone Free

Grain Fed
£2.99lb
approx 5lb weight

2 Fresh 
Lamb 

Shanks

£6.98
for 2

Fresh English 
Boneless
Pork Legs

£1.49lb

Whole Fresh 
Rumps  of Beef
£3.29lb

ONLY WHILE 
STOCKS LAST

www.geoffhillltd.co.uk • Open 7 days
7 High Street, Amblecote, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 4DE

Tel: 01384 395852 or 01384 397271

MARCH 
MADNESS

DEALS 
INSTORE

SEE OUR ADVERT ON PAGE 10

Langs of Wollaston

Opening hours: Mon-Fri 7 am-5.30 pm, Sat 7-4.30 pm
127 Bridgnorth Road, Stourbridge DY8 3NX

Tel: 01384 395460

Locally Sourced Meat
Supreme Pork Pie Champion

Sausage of the Month
Balti Banger

Pork based balti sausage

Pork Pie of the Month
Delly Belly

Langs Award Winning
Recipe Pork Pie Pastry

Pork Pie meat bottom, a layer of
homemade mango chutney, layer of

homemade tandoori chicken meat, a layer
of coriander infused pork pie meat

WORLD OF
MOBILITY

Showroom: 108C Brettell Lane, Amblecote, Stourbridge, DY8 4BS or call

01384 378252
We offer excellent customer service and aftercare on all our products.

NEW SCOOTERS from £595
USED SCOOTERS from £300
RISER RECLINERS from £495

STAIRLIFTS from £1,100
WHEELCHAIRS from £110

OPEN MON-SAT
FREE PARKING at rear

WIN!

Closing date
24/3/17

Susan Jones Competition Stourbridge Chronicle Closing Date 24/3/17
Express and Star, Stourbridge DY8 1AB

Mr/Mrs/Miss ..................... First Name .......................................................................Surname .......................................................................

Address ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode ..................................... Tel No....................................................................Email .............................................................................

I have read the rules and agree to abide by them. Signature ............................................................................................................................

I would like to spend my prize money with.......................................................................................................................................................

TO SPENDWITH
ANY ADVERTISER
ON THIS PAGE!!!
To be in with a chance of

winning all you have to do is
answer the questions in
this panel and send in you
answers to the address

on the coupon.

1. Whose fitted bedroom furniture makes your dreams come true?

2. Who has an offer on salmon cuts of beef this week?

3. What is Langs pork pie of the month?

4. Who can give you a perfect smile?

5. Who has Mad March Deals instore and online?

6. What is Gasway’s address?

ur

?

FOR
ONEWEEKONLY!

Rules: Entrants must be 18 or over. Closing date for entries is 24/3/17. The winner will be notified by post. The first correct entry opened after
the closing date will receive the prize. There is no cash alternative to the prize. The prize will be issued in cheque form made payable to the
advertiser as chosen by the winner. Once issued the cheque cannot be altered and must be cashed within two months of receipt. Employees
or their immediate relatives of the MNA group of companies may NOT enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The winner must be prepared to
take part in any publicity.

Look great & feel great
in 2013

WE ALSO OFFER:
• BEST PRACTICE GUIDELINES
APPLIED

• ONE TO ONE QUALITY CARE
• DIGITAL XRAY
• SAME DAY URGENT BOOKINGS
• ORTHODONTIC CARE
• CHOICE OF THREE EXPERT
DENTISTS

RICHMOND HOUSE DENTAL PRACTICE
Book your appointment today

All work guaranteed
135 High Street Amblecote

Stourbridge DY8 4YY
www.eliasmilecentre.co.uk

Dr Elia
GDC No. 79682

01384 390111

WE ALSO OFFER:
• BEST PRACTICE

GUIDELINES APPLIED

• ONE TO ONE QUALITY CARE

• DIGITAL XRAY

• SAME DAY URGENT BOOKINGS

• ORTHODONTIC CARE

Look great & feel
great in 2017

MODERN NHS DENTISTRY WITH CARE
NHS DENTISTRY CARE

All work guaranteed
135 High Street, Amblecote

Stourbridge DY8 4YY
www.eliassmilecentre.co.uk01384 390111

Dental
Checks for

Children in a
Caring and
Supportive

Way

• Cookers Supplied and Fitted
• Gas Fires and Fire Surrounds
• Electric Fires and Fire suites
• Servicing Spare Parts
• Central Heating Systems

Supplied and Fitted
• Fire Guards / Companion Sets
• All at competitive Prices

Free standing gas stoves
Natural gas or lpg
Can be fitted into class 1, class 2

and pre cast flues
Flue and venting options
Manual control with integral ignition
Log fuel bed
Up to 78% efficient
3.6k output

Open since 1976 Gasway has been your first choice for Gas Fires,
Surrounds, Cookers and much more, all at competitive prices.
Why not visit Dave, Jon and the team today for
FREE expert advice and quotes.

For complete peace of mind and a friendly service,
why not visit Gasway in Lower High Street,
Stourbridge DY8 1TA. 01384 372246Est 1976

Celebrating 40 years in
business

BESPOKEFITTED
BEDROOMS

Showroom at:

Unit 6, Two Woods Trading Estate, Talbots Lane,
Brierley Hill DY5 2YX (1 mile from Merry Hill Centre)

Call us today on: 01384 482662 or 07802 451232
to arrange a FREE visit and quotation or click onto www.martyn4newideas.co.uk

Why choose us?
✔ Local family business
✔ FREE design service (we come to you)
✔ Styles to suit every taste and budget,

from the smallest room to master en suites
✔ We build and fit all of our bedrooms
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Moving on towards spring
from remnants of Doris

Ross has some top tips for good books to read Bright coloured flowers are a sign spring is on its way

Such flowers are now becoming a more common sight as the year progresses

Dwarf Iris in flower. These should be planted in late autumn

I RECALL having a conversation 
with another gardener earlier this 
year. We were remarking on how 
mild the past winter had been. 

But this was in January and we both 
agreed that we could not count on a 
lucky escape as February was still to 
come. 

February storms seem to have become a 
norm and the most recent, Doris, was no 
exception.

The beginning of March brings a kind of 
cabin fever to gardeners.

They just want to get out there and get on 
with a bit of an early weeding, soil improve-
ment, seed sowing or the multitude of other 
tasks which are needed. 

One task that I try never to neglect at 
this time is to re-pot containerised shrubs 
which live year round in their container. 

If they become too congested then it is 
easy for potted shrubs to languish and then 
fade. 

Shrubs such as camellias should be lifted 
and handled carefully so as not to damage 
the buds that they are carrying.

Tease
Try to tease out the more fibrous roots 

and knock off as much old compost as pos-
sible.

You can use secateurs to prune away 
some of the thickest and most woody ones 
so as to leave room for the thinner feeding 
roots that will regrow in the pot. 

When you put it back in its home make 
sure that you water the new compost in so 
that it settles around the root ball without 
leaving any air gaps that could lead to the 
plant drying out. 

You should protect the new plants from 
getting blown over by the wind before they 
have gotten a secure purchase in their new 
home.

Sometimes it is no good, we get beaten by 
the weather whatever our intentions. 

That is when it is nice to do two things. 
The first is to settle down with some good 

gardening books. 
I have read three recently that have kept 

my attention and that I would recommend 
to you. 

The first is by Michael and Anne Hesel-
tine (yes THAT Michael Heseltine) and is 
entitled “Thenford” after the garden that 
he and his wife have created. 

It is a large coffee table sized book, cer-
tainly not one to carry around. 

However, it is worth sitting down with 
as the writing is really very good and the 
images are excellent. 

It is always nice to peer into the gardens 
of the great and the good to see what they 
have got that we can’t have in our own gar-
den.

There is always a vicarious thrill for good 
gardeners in seeing something grown well.

My next recommendations cross the At-
lantic to the USA which is home to some 
excellent gardens and in which Chanticleer 
is among the most renowned. 

I first read about it elsewhere but a recent 
book about it was on my Christmas list. 

Magical
The book is rather pretentiously titled 

“The Art of Gardening”.
But as you read on it seems not far from 

the truth. The gardeners at Chanticleer use 
plants to as set designer do on stage to con-
jure magical effects.

Finally, my last choice for a wet weather 
read is titled “The New York Botanical Gar-
den” and is a celebration of that institution 
and a history of the rise and fall of its for-
tunes until the present day. 

Since Frederick Law Olmstead designed 
Central Park and more recently with the 
creation of the High Line, New York has 
been an inspirational city in the creation 
of public green spaces though the Botanical 
Garden has been comparatively overlooked. 

Perhaps this book will put right that 
omission? It is worth a read in any case.

My final tip for a windy or wet evening 

is to seek out your local gardening club or 
horticultural society. 

Many hold excellent winter lectures by 
local or visiting gardeners though a good 
many have suffered a decline in member-
ship.

You might be just what these groups are 
looking for! 

Who knows, you could swap a few garden-
ing books around.

Cheer up – its almost looking like spring 
out there!

BEST OF THE BUNCH - Dwarf iris
THE miniature rockery iris, I. reticulata, grows 
to just 10cm and brightens up scree beds and 
containers, its flowers in shades of blue with yel-
low inner markings or orange splashes, emerg-
ing before the grassy tufts of leaves around 30cm 
high. Plant the bulbs at twice their own depth in 
late autumn in a well-drained, sunny spot, add-
ing grit to the soil to help drainage. Good va-
rieties include I. ‘Harmony’, which bears deep 
velvety blue flowers with yellow lines, and ‘Blue 
Note’, which is violet blue with feather white 
markings. I. ‘Katharine Hodgkin’ is another to 
look out for, with its light blue flowers with rich 
yellow tongues and a maroon fleck.

GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT - Early veg
If you want to steal a march on summer, start 

sowing some delicious crops in your soil border in 
your greenhouse now and you should be harvest-
ing them long before some of your neighbours. 
You shouldn’t go far wrong if you sow produce 
which is going to remain under cover thoughout 
its life. Vegetables such as French beans, carrots 
and baby beetroot are great for this and you’ll be 
harvesting them much earlier than you would 

outside. Check on the seed packet that you have 
a greenhouse variety. With climbing beans, sow 
two bean seeds per pot and place them on green-
house staging in a frost-free greenhouse. When 
they have filled their pots with roots, plant them 
20cm apart in the greenhouse border enriched 
with organic matter and put in a stake between 
each plant. Make sure you save space for later 
crops such as tomatoes, which can be planted 
in late April or May. Baby root vegetables and 
salad crops including radishes, spinach and let-
tuce, can also be sown thinly in the greenhouse 
border.

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK
:: Harden off autumn-sown cauliflowers which 

have been overwintered in frames
:: Regularly check late potatoes you have in 

store. As sprouts appear, rub them out
:: In mild, dry conditions, plant out polyanthus
:: Tidy up pansies and violas in hanging bas-

kets and containers as they come into life for 
spring

:: Top dress permanent plantings in tubs
:: Clean watering cans, seed trays and pots for 

the season ahead

Iris can bring a dash of
colour to flower beds

Colour in 
the garden 
helps set 
the mood

Award-winning garden designer 
Tom Massey tells Hannah Ste-

phenson how colour in the garden 
can alter your mood, ease nega-

tive emotions and lift spirits

A SPIRAL of colour is the theme top designer Tom 
Massey has taken on in his latest show garden which 
displays the way gardens can enhance your mood and 
help your wellbeing.

Research shows the therapeutic value and feeling of 
wellbeing that people get from gardening, according to 
Thrive, the charity that uses gardening to help people 
living with disabilities or ill health, or are vulnerable or 
isolated. But colour can also make an impact.

Massey, 31, was inspired 
by zen gardens and Japanese 
designs to come up with his 
Perennial Sanctuary Garden 
– to be shown at the RHS 
Hampton Court Flower Show 
in July – and has done much 
research on how the colour 
and form of plants can change 
your mood.

At the outer edge of his 
showpiece, the vibrant red col-
ours represent the inner chaos 
that can come from being at 
crisis point. 

As the visitor takes the jour-
ney into the garden following a winding gravel path, 
sounds from outside the garden fade.

The planting becomes taller and more immersive 
and the colour scheme moves through stimulating yel-
lows and oranges to more restful purples, blues and 
finally, pure green.

Towards the middle of the design the planting is 
simplified, leading to a calm sanctuary at the centre 
of the garden. 

Here the planting changes to a single species of tow-
ering bamboo that screens the outside world, creating 
a safe haven and place for peaceful reflection, hidden 
from view.

But you don’t have to create a show garden to gener-
ate a positive atmosphere in your outside space. 

The use of a particular palette to generate a mood 
can be replicated in many gardens, according to Mas-
sey.

“Red is a very stimulating colour – it’s eye-catching, 
it can mean passion, danger and warning, but ulti-
mately it’s an exciting colour,” says Massey, who uses 
Sanguisorba ‘Tanna’, Crocosmia ‘Hellfire’ and Pani-

cum virgatum ‘Shenandoah’ 
to energise and uplift in his 
own show garden. 

“Red comes to the fore if 
you want a vibrant bed.”

Orange hues spark enthu-
siasm, fascination, happiness 
and creativity, combining the 
energy of red and the happi-
ness of yellow. 

If you prefer an orange pal-
ette, you might try Achillea 
millefolium ‘Terracotta’ and 
Kniphofia uvaria ‘Nobilis’.

Yellow is the colour of sun-
shine, associated with joy, 

happiness and intellect and produces a warming effect, 
arousing cheerfulness and stimulating mental activity, 
says Massey.

 It’s an optimistic, positive colour and plants in this 
band include Helianthus annuus and Inula helenium.

Purple is associated with wisdom and dignity.
 Plants in this band include Veronicastrum virgin-

icum ‘Fascination’ and Miscanthus ‘Purpurascens’. 
Lilac and lavender shades also have a restful quality.

Blue is often associated with depth and stability, 
symbolising trust, loyalty, wisdom, confidence and 
calm. 

Plants in this band include Panicum virgatum 
‘Heavy Metal’ and Phlox ‘Blue Paradise’.

Bright colours tend to look more vibrant in sunny 
settings, while blue and green palettes can flourish in 
semi-shaded areas, creating a cool, calm atmosphere.

At the centre of Massey’s garden, is the screen of 
towering bamboo. 

The colour palette is pure green, the colour of na-
ture, representing growth, harmony, freshness, stabil-
ity and endurance. 

Green has healing power, it is the most restful colour 
for the human eye and it has strong emotional corre-
spondence with safety and sanctuary.

“Different forms and textures can be visually excit-
ing and stimulating, but if you have one single species 
it can create a calming, restful environment,” says 
Massey.

:: The Perennial Sanctuary Garden will be shown at 
the RHS Hampton Court Flower Show from July 3 to 
9.

Gardening

ROSS
UNDERWOOD
Head Gardener at Hodnet Hall
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BOROUGH
HALLS

DUDLEY • STOURBRIDGE • HALESOWEN

01384 812812 boroughhalls.co.uk

DUDLEY TOWNHALL
Matinee Musical

The Good Old Days of Variety feat. Anita Harris
Tue 14 Mar

Jasper Carrott’s Stand Up & Rock
feat. Bev Bevan, Geoff Turton & more

Fri 21 Apr & Sat 22 Apr
Matinee Musical

Too Darn Hot The Wonderful West End
Tue 16 May
Jenny Eclair

How To Be A Middle Aged Woman (Without Going Insane)
Thu 18 May

Cheryl, Mike & Jay formerly of Bucks Fizz
Thu 29 Jun

All Star Superslam Wrestling
Tue 24 Oct

Milton Jones Is Out There
Fri 29 Sept

Rockin’ & Rolling with Laughter
feat. The Merseybeats, Mick Miller & more

Sat 11 Nov
Jethro The Bull & Bonkers Tour

Thu 7 Dec

STOURBRIDGE TOWNHALL
Doreen’s Grand Night Out

Mon 24 Apr & Tue 25 Apr
Russell Kane Right Man, Wrong Age

Sun 30 Apr

Rich Hall’s Hoedown
Fri 19 May

National Theatre & RSC
Live Theatre Broadcasts

Various dates
Great films on the big screen

Monday Movie Matinees
Fortnightly

Top stand-up talent
Kum-n-avaloff Comedy Show

First Thu of every month

@BoroughHalls

Dudley Borough Halls
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EMELI ON TOUR
INSIDE

THE PRIVATE TURMOIL THAT INSPIRED MUSIC



ANTIQUE COLLECTORS
& VINTAGE FAIR

UTTOXETER RACECOURSE
(SATNAVST14 8BD)A518 / A38 / SIGNPOSTEDA50

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
11TH & 12TH MARCH 2017
100 + STALLS INSIDE +
OUTSIDE PITCHES

10AM - 4PM ADM.£1.50
CHILDREN FREE

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING
ANTIQUE FORUM

01782 393660 / 07921659798

♥

Please call Daniel Eccles on
01384 353 227

TO ADVERTISE YOUR
PUB, RESTAURANT
OR VENUE HERE

173 High Street, Lye,
Stourbridge DY9 8LN 01384 893797

SPICE
VILLAGE

Sunday
26th March

Mum’s eat for Half Price
3 Courses

Starter, Main, Rice or Nann Bread
£11.95 Adult £6.95 Child under 12 years

Terms & conditions apply. Must book in
advance. Surcharges on Seafood / Shahi

Lamb. Extra £2.00 on Starters (may vary) £3.50
on main dishes (may vary). Only 1 mother per

table qualifies for the half price.

Happy Mother’s Day
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S
he started out on the
sidelines. Emeli Sande
spend the early part of her
career writing hits for other
performers. After teaming
up with producer/writer

Shahid Khan, aka Naughty Boy, she
worked on tracks for Alesha Dixon,
Chipmunk, Professor Green, Devlin,
Preeya Kalidas, Cheryl Cole, and Tinie
Tempah.
“I was doing a show in London for 1Xtra and I met this

guy called Naughty Boy. We got in the studio and we
clicked work wise. We just started writing, not necessarily
for me, we just thought ‘let’s write a pop tune’ and
experiment. And we wrote the Chipmunk track and I
thought nothing of it. Naughty Boy sent it off to Chipmunk
who really liked it and wrote his stuff around it.”
Sande, however, hankered to be centre stage, rather

than in the wings. And her big break came in 2011 when
she released her debut single, Heaven. Soon, she was
at the top of the charts as Read All About It gave her her
first number one hit and she won a BRIT Award for British
Breakthrough Act before being flown out to the USA to
perform at the White House for President Obama.

TURMOIL
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ey want to push your music even to a bigger audience,
u have to start keeping up with this pace. I think that
less you’re feeling very healthy — mind, body, and
ul — you can’t get on that racetrack. You have to be so
ong, and your personal life has to just be on the back
rner. And for me, that was the part I didn’t really like.
“There’s nothing I regret. [But] I did start to feel very
ed. I didn’t have time to get better as an artist — and
u have to live, to have something to write about. [I was]
, 23 when it all started, and those are such crucial
ars to get to know yourself, especially going from a girl
a woman.
“I look up to Nina Simone, Janis Joplin, and Joni
tchell, and the depth of their lyrics, you can tell they’d
ally been in love and they’d really experienced things.
anted to do more than [make] something that was
ling, I really wanted to make art. I wanted to get very
ep. You know, I’d left medical school to do this. I’ve
ven up a career that would’ve been really special to me
do this, so I’ve got to do it properly.”

For more entertainment news and reviews see The
cket in your Express & Star every Friday.

Emeli Sande takes centre stage at
Birmingham O2 Academy on Sunday

I wanted to tell a
story of survival,
very honest about
the highs and lows

TURMOIL
Sande, who plays the O2 Academy in Birmingham on

Sunday, had great expectations to live up to when she
released her second album last year. And while Long Live
The Angels couldn’t quite match up to her seven-times
debut, Our Version of Events, it reached number two on
the chart and earned a gold disc.
“We’ve been doing a lot of album promotion, radio

and TV, packed a lot in. So it’s been a bit busy, but all
quite fun. Hopefully it was worth it.”
But while Sande has enjoyed remarkable success in

her professional life, it’s taken a toll on her personal
life. Her ten year-relationship with Adam Gouraguine,
the marine biologist she started dating at 17 and
married in 2012, floundered and ended in divorce
after a year.
That break-down was the catalyst for

Long Life The Angels, which Sande
wrote to process the turmoil.
“I knew I had put so much on

pause. Travelling around you do
that. You put your personal life
on hold, so I knew I had to take
time off to know myself and
what I wanted to do. Towards
the end of last year I felt
ready to get out there and
show the music.
“I didn’t feel pressure

from the outside. When I
write I take myself away
and surround myself with
friends and musicians,
people I love, so any
pressure comes from me,
nitpicking and making
t right. I wanted to make
something that was worth four
years out and reflected what
those years of growth were for
me. I wanted to tell a story of
survival, that was very honest
about the lows and the highs.
I wanted to say you can get
through it and find self-love,
which I found towards the end,
that’s the message.”
Sande’s new record tracks

her journey through trauma
to solitude, from optimism to
celebration.
“I feel like the last four

years changed me. I’m much
more realistic in my view of the
world and my place in it. I have
grown up a lot. Before I shied
away from being independent

and having responsibilities
and being a grown up. As
long as you do your job
writing songs, everything
is done for you, which is
amazing, but I needed
to learn grown up skills
and develop knowledge
and independence, self-
awareness and identity. Now
I’m more confident in what
I want to say. It’s a cliché,
but it’s about understanding
yourself and your identity.
Over this time I stepped into
womanhood and adulthood
and understood the reality of
life. I went on a crash course of
life. It was a coming of age.”
Sande has finally come to
terms with the whirlwind
nature of her success.
Though she had hoped

her solo work would be successful,
even she was taken aback.
“Before my first album came out,

I wrote with Alicia Keys. She kind of
became a big sister. She’d be like, ‘You
have to schedule personal time’. Because
I wasn’t that busy, I was like, Well, you’re
Alicia Keys — but that probably doesn’t
apply to me. Now looking back, I’m like,
Okay, that’s why she said it. Even if it
feels weird scheduling it in, you have
to make sure you do nothing. It’s so
important that your family and the
people you love have your attention,
and you’re still involved in real life.
“When a label gets involved, and
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Being in the limelight
is Heaven for Emeli
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Just gran-d as stage
set for Walliams’ book
Actor and comedian David Walliam
fast making a name for himself as
children’s author in the tradition of
Roald Dahl and, one of his latest
books to be adapted for the
stage, Gangsta Granny, will be at
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre
from Wednesday to Sunday.
Young Ben is anticipating a

diet of cabbage and boredom
when sent to spend time with his
gran, but is in for a big surprise.
Produced by Birmingham Stage
Company, the team behind the much-loved
stage versions of Horrible Histories, fans of Walliams’ cheeky
humour will no doubt delight in the transition from page to stage.

The University of Birmingham Chorus
and Symphony Orchestra are in
concert at Birmingham Town Hall on
Saturday. Their programme will include
the sweeping majesty of Finlandia by
Sibelius.
Other classic highlights include

Singalong with the CBSO as chorus
and orchestra, conducted by Simon
Haley, perform Mendelssohn’s Elijah
on Sunday with tickets available to join
the rehearsal that afternoon.
Hollywood star John Malkovich plays

a dictator teetering on the brink of madness, standing alone against
the Symphony Hall organ, played by Martin Haselböck, in Just Call
Me God! on Tuesday evening.

Malkovich teetering
on brink of madness

It’s easy to get the wrong impression
about Warpaint, the Los Angeles-
based rock band that have
become an icon of indie cool and a
touchstone for a new generation of
women in rock.
The band’s studio albums tend to

emphasise moody atmospheres: gauzy
keyboards, hypnotic harmonies and sinister
grooves.
Third studio album Heads Up, released last

year, varies that template somewhat with its
sinewy beats.The single New Song saw them
flirting with pop.
In concert, however, the potent quartet

of vocalist/guitarist Emily Kokal, vocalist/

guitarist Theresa Wayman, bassist/
vocalist Jenny Lee Lindberg and drummer/
keyboardist Stella Mozgawa temper the
moodiness with bumped-up tempos and high
energy.
Fans will get to experience that when

Warpaint play Birmingham’s O2 Institute
on Wednesday. Of course, confounding
expectations has been part of Warpaint’s
m.o. since the band formed in 2004. And so
when the band convened to make Heads Up,
they shared a common goal: to make a faster,
dance-orientated record.
“We’ve always had this really jammy, high-

energy live show compared to some of our
records,” Kokal says. “We all love to dance.
“We didn’t want to take away from the

emotion or the core feeling of what our band
is all about, but we wanted to bump the
speed up and have a little bit more fun.”
“We definitely pay attention to detail and

there is a lot going on in our music,” Wayman
says.
Warpaint spent only four months in the

studio making Heads Up, the quickest they’ve
ever made a record.
“We have a tendency to over-marinate

on certain ideas,” Mozgawa says. “There
wasn’t a great deal of labouring over things
or doing things a million different ways and
overdubbing for months.”
“I feel really proud of what we made,”

says Lindberg. “I love the way that it came
together so nicely.”

Though propelled into the spotlight
by punk rock, The Stranglers
were always one of the more
accomplished and musically credible
New Wave bands of the 1970s.
Their melodic rock sound, with swirling

keyboards from Dave Greenfield and JJ
Burnell’s distinctive rumbling bass, was tied
to a fearsome live reputation. More than 40
years on they can still out-rock bands less
than half their age.
‘The Men in Black’ are back on the

road again this month and have a gig at
Birmingham’s O2 Academy on Saturday
night.
Following the sell-out success of their

Black and White Tour in March last year,
the group will this time present the ‘Classic
Collection’ to coincide with the planned re-

release of the entire Stranglers studio album
catalogue from the period 1977-82.
With record-breaking sell-out shows

and festival appearances throughout the
world, public demand to hear and see The
Stranglers has never been so high.
Live dates so far on the tour suggest

fans can expect such early favourites as
Dagenham Dave, Sometimes, Peaches, Nice
‘n’ Sleazy, Grip and Down In The Sewer,
alongside chart hits Skin Deep, Golden
Brown and No More Heroes.
Lead singer Hugh Cornwell left the band in

1990 and now The Stranglers, after a 16-year
stint by Paul Roberts, are on to third lead
singer, Baz Warne, formerly of Smalltown
Heroes.
The Stranglers will also be bringing along

special guests as the legendary Ruts DC,
forever punk heroes for Babylon’s Burning
and In A Rut, will provide the support.

Other major
concerts over the next
week include Brit Awards winner Emeli Sandé
bringing her Long Live The Angels tour to
Birmingham O2 Academy on Sunday. That’s
the night after the venue’s no3 room presents
a seven-band bill topped by Wolverhampton’s
Jump The Shark.
On Thursday (March 23) pop star Olly Murs

starts a three-night stint at the Genting Arena.
Two top glam metal rock bands from

the 1980s Hollywood scene are coming
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms. LA Guns
are in concert on Saturday and Love/Hate
on Thursday, in between rock fans can
catch Finland’s Battle Beast, fronted by the
formidable Noora Louhimo, on Wednesday.
The Strawbs play Bilston’s Robin 2 on

Wednesday and Paul Carrack has two nights
at Symphony Hall on Friday and Saturday.

No More Heroes, but
Stranglers still fit bill
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Warpaint – Potent quartet

Heads Up for a new direction



5 Day Break

Save £30 per person

was £279
now £249

TORBAY, LITTLE
BOATS & TRAINS 
OF THE ENGLISH RIVIERA

Your break includes
3 4 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

Coppice Hotel, Torquay

3 Entertainment on some nights

3 Heritage train journey on the South Devon 
Railway

3 Cruise on the River Exe

3 Excursions to Buckfast Abbey, Totnes 
& Exmouth 

3 Optional excursion to Dartmoor
& Plymouth (£8.99pp)

3 Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge

Mon 22 to Fri 26 May

6 Day Break

Save £30 per person

was £419
now £389

WATERFORD,
KILKENNY, CORK

& IRELAND’S ANCIENT EAST

Your break includes
3 4 nights DBB at the Treacy’s Hotel,

Waterford
3 1 night DBB in the Dublin area
3 Entertainment on one night
3 Waterford Treasures Tour
3 Guided city tour of Cork with our tour

manager
3 Excursions to Dunbrody Famine Ship, 

Rock of Cashel, Kilkenny Castle, Cork,
Titanic Experience & Dublin

3 Optional locally guided city tour of Dublin
(£9.99pp)

3 Escorted by a tour manager in Ireland
3 Return coach travel and ferry crossings

from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge

Sun 21 to Fri 26 May

6 Day Break

Save £40 per person

was £529
now £489

IRELAND’S WILD 
ATLANTIC WAY

FOR THE SINGLE TRAVELLER
Sun 21 to Fri 26 May

Your break includes
3 1 night DBB in Mullingar, 3 nights DBB at 

the Burren Castle Hotel, Lisdoonvarna, 1
night DBB in the Dublin area

3 3 lunches including the famous Durty
Nelly’s pub

3 Guided city tours of Galway, Limerick and
Dublin with our tour manager

3 Guided tour of The Burren with our tour 
manager

3 Excursions to Brigit’s Garden, Galway,
Limerick, Bunratty Folk Park, The Burren, 
Cliffs of Moher & Dublin 

3 Escorted by a tour manager in Ireland
3 Return coach travel from Dudley, 

Halesowen & Stourbridge
No single supplement!
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WATERFORD, 
KILKENNY, CORK 

& IRELAND’S ANCIENT EAST

Your break includes
3 4 nights DBB at the Treacy’s Hotel, 

Waterford
3 1 night DBB in the Dublin area
3333 Entertainment on one night
3333 Waterford Treasures Tour
3333 Guided city tour of Cork with our tour 

manager
3 Excursions to Dunbrody Famine Ship, 

Rock of Cashel, Kilkenny Castle, Cork, 
Titanic Experience & Dublin 

3 Optional locally guided city tour of Dublin 
(£9.99pp)
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IRELAND’S WILD 
ATLANTIC WAY 

FOR THE SINGLE TRAVELLER
Sun 21 to Fri 26 MaySun 21 to Fri 26 May

Your break includes
3 1 night DBB in Mullingar, 3 nights DBB at 

the Burren Castle Hotel, Lisdoonvarna, 1 
night DBB in the Dublin area

3 3 lunches including the famous Durty 
Nelly’s pub

3 Guided city tours of Galway, Limerick and 
Dublin with our tour manager

3 Guided tour of The Burren with our tour 
manager

3 Excursions to Brigit’s Garden, Galway, 
Limerick, Bunratty Folk Park, The Burren, 
Cliffs of Moher & Dublin 

3 Escorted by a tour manager in Ireland
3
3
3
3

Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge

No single supplement!

justgoholidays.com/RT
08432 244 217 Calls to 08 numbers will cost 7 pence 

per minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Calls from mobiles may 

vary. Single supplements and terms apply

Save £30 per personSave £40 per person

@justgoholidays
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BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE
6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen
Live. 11.30 Football Focus. 12.00 BBC
News; Weather. 12.10 Live Six Nations
Rugby Union. Scotland v Italy (Kick-off
12.30pm). 2.25 Live Six Nations Rugby
Union. France v Wales (Kick-off 2.45pm).
5.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 5.40
BBC News. 5.50 Regional Programme.
6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander

Armstrong quizzes eight writers –
John O’Farrell, Emma Kennedy,
Kathy Lette, Kate Mosse, Benjamin
Zephaniah, Roger McGough, Terry
Deary and Bryony Gordon. (R)

6.45 Let’s Sing and Dance for Comic
Relief.Mel Giedroyc and Sue
Perkins present the third round of
celebrity performances, as
comedienne Miranda Hart,
Absolutely Fabulous co-creator
Jennifer Saunders, TV and radio
host Julian Clary, and comedy
actress Tameka Empson form the
judging panel. Tonight, former
Coronation Street star Sally
Lindsay (Shelley Unwin) tackles
Slade’s Cum On Feel the Noize,
while This Morning showbiz
reporter Alison Hammond applies
herself to Missy Elliot’s Get Ur
Freak On. The One Show’s
Angellica Bell, Iwan Thomas, Alex
Riley, Michelle Ackerley and
Dominic Littlewood offer their take
on Lady Gaga’s Born This Way,
while Gogglebox duo Steph and
Dom Parker step into the roles of
Cher and Meatloaf for a rendition
of Dead Ringer for Love. Also
taking to the stage this evening are
comedians Pete Firman and Ellie
Taylor, and some surprising
special guests.

8.00 Who DaresWins.Game show in
which two pairs of complete
strangers team up, each battling to
outdo the other by listing asmuch
as they know about a given subject.

8.40 Casualty. Robyn ends up going
into labour while accompanying
David to his brother’s final resting
place.

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes and the
Brown family await the fruits of
their fraud after faking Grandad’s
death to get a payout. (R)

10.00BBC News; Weather.; National
Lottery Update.

10.20Match of the Day.
11.45This Country.
12.10 Film:My Brother the Devil. (2012)
1.55Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.00
BBC News.

6.30 Film: Blackbeard the Pirate. (1952)
8.10 Film:Whisky Galore! (1949) 9.30
Coast. (R) 10.30 Homes Under the
Hammer. (R) 11.30Mary Berry
Everyday. (R) 12.00 The Little Paris
Kitchen: Cooking with Rachel Khoo. (R)
12.30 Film: Firecreek. (1968) Western,
starring James Stewart. 2.15 Bargain
Hunt. (R) 3.00 Gardeners’ World. (R)
3.30 University Challenge. (R) 4.00 Only
Connect. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 5.30 Flog
It! (R)
6.30 Wild Ireland: The Edge of the

World. Part one of two. Natural
history cinematographer Colin
Stafford-Johnson begins a journey
along Ireland’s Atlantic coast by
exploring the ancient ruins and
wildlife of the Skellig Rocks in the
south west, where early Christian
monks built a monastery 1,500
years ago. He then ventures to the
deserted Blasket Islands to
witness vast numbers of seals
coming ashore to fight, mate and
moult during winter. Moving
inland, Colin heads to the nation’s
highest mountain range in search
of the last surviving herd of red
deer, before setting off back to the
coast on the trail of humpback
whales en route to Clew Bay. (R)

7.30 Britain at War: Imperial War
Museums at 100. Falklands War
veteran SimonWeston marks 100
years since the establishment of
the Imperial War Museums by
exploring the stories of 10 key
items from the organisation’s
collection.

8.30 Dad’s Army. The men head off for
a weekend at a training camp, but
arrive late and hungry after
Mainwaring’s map-reading skills
are found to be somewhat lacking.
Comedy, starring Arthur Lowe. (R)

9.00 Dame Vera Lynn: Happy 100th
Birthday. The former “forces
sweetheart” celebrates her 100th
birthday by recalling highlights
from her career, from first taking
to the stage in the 1920s to
topping the UK charts in 2009.

10.00QI XL. Stephen Fry hosts an
extended version of the quiz with a
difference, with guests Sheila
Hancock, Jimmy Carr and Jeremy
Clarkson joining regular panellist
Alan Davies.

10.45Film: True Grit. (2010) The Coen
brothers’ Western, with Jeff
Bridges and Hailee Steinfeld.

12.30 Film: AshWednesday. (2002)
2.00 This Is BBC Two.

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty.
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story.
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Teen Titans
Go! 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!:
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 Alphabetical.
(R) 10.20 Judge Rinder. (R) 11.20
Rebound. (R) 12.20 ITV News; Weather.
12.30 Film: Carry On Matron. (1972)
Comedy, starring Sid James. 2.15 Off
Their Rockers. (R) 2.45 The Voice UK.
(R) 4.00 Live Six Nations Rugby Union.
Ireland v England (Kick-off 5.00pm).
7.30 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night

Takeaway. The presenter duo’s
long-running weekend
entertainment revue continues, as
Ant and Dec go head-to-head
against “professional gigglers”
Phillip Schofield and Holly
Willoughby in Make ’Em Laugh.
Scarlett Moffatt teams up with
precocious junior hosts Little Ant
and Dec to join in the fun, and
another lucky fan is given a chance
to Winn the Ads.

8.30 The Voice UK. The tension
mounts as the singing contest
draws ever closer to its
conclusion. With the arrival
of the quarter-finals, the remaining
stars now have the reward of a
lucrative recording contract with
Polydor Records within sight.
However, more live performances
await, and coaches Jennifer
Hudson, Tom Jones, Will.i.am
and Gavin Rossdale will need to
help whittle down the number
of would-be stars to just eight
ahead of the next, penultimate
round. As ever, EmmaWillis is on
hand to provide viewers with
access to all the backstage drama
and on-stage reactions as events
unfold.

10.30 ITV News; Weather.
10.45Lethal Weapon. Riggs and

Murtaugh pursue a violent case
featuring a drug cartel, theft and
two killings. (R)

11.35Film: Rambo III. (1988) Action
adventure sequel, with Sylvester
Stallone and Richard Crenna.

1.25 Jackpot247. 3.00Who’s Doing the
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen.

6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.10
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35
Race of Champions 2017. 8.30 Frasier.
(R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R)
10.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.30
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big
Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 The Simpsons.
(R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 Come Dine with Me.
(R) 1.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.00
Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 Come Dine
with Me. (R) 3.00 Come Dine with Me.
(R) 3.30 A Place in the Sun: Summer
Sun. (R) 4.30 Location, Location,
Location. (R) 5.35 Grand Designs. (R)
6.30 Channel 4 News.
7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Dick and

Angel decide they will live as self-
sufficiently as they can while
restoring the chateau, and invest
in some chickens to provide them
with eggs for breakfast every
morning. However, they still have
countless problems to deal with,
and have only £20,000 left to
spend on the project. The chateau
is still without either heating or
water, while the 59 windows are
crumbling. While Dick’s
renovations fall behind schedule,
Angel is in her element coming up
with ideas for what the finished
building will look like. (R)

8.00 Penelope Keith at Her Majesty’s
Service. The actress visits the
Queen’s official Scottish residence
and the royal yacht Britannia, and
meets the Master of the Royal
Household of Scotland and the
Royal Falconer. (R)

9.00 Film: Lucy. (2014) Premiere. A
courier is kidnapped and forced to
become a drug mule. When she is
exposed to the experimental
chemicals she is smuggling, it
boosts her intelligence and
reflexes to superhuman levels. She
uses her newfound abilities to get
revenge on her captors, but as the
process continues, she evolves
into something more than human.
Sci-fi thriller, starring Scarlett
Johansson and Morgan Freeman.

10.45Film: RoboCop. (2014) A critically
injured police officer is rebuilt as a
crime-fighting cyborg, but
struggles to retain free will. Sci-fi
thriller remake, with Joel
Kinnaman and Gary Oldman.

12.55 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares
USA. (R) 1.45 Hollyoaks. 3.55 Phil
Spencer: Secret Agent. (R) 4.50 Kirstie’s
Handmade Treasures. (R)

6.00Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles. 10.30 Access. 10.40 On
Benefits: Life on the Dole. (R) 11.40 On
Benefits: Life on the Dole. (R) 12.35 On
Benefits: Life on the Dole. (R) 1.30
Dance Moms. 2.25 Dance Moms. 3.20
Dance Moms. 4.15 The Nightmare
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 5.10 Can’t
Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R)
6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away.

Paul Bohill and Phil Short must
deal with a negligent tenant who
fled upon their arrival, while Brian
O’Shaughnessy and Kevin Stokes
chase a debt of £5,000. (R)

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team
investigates when a diplomatic
service van is hijacked during the
transportation of an unknown
package from the State
Department. Crime drama,
starring Chris O’Donnell.

8.00 NCIS. Ducky is assaulted by a
mysterious assailant who claims
to have information about his
long-dead half-brother.
Meanwhile, Bishop and Jake
discuss the future of their
relationship.

8.55 5 NewsWeekend.
9.00 Football on 5: The Championship.

George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave
introduce highlights from the
weekend’s games, including
Nottingham Forest v Derby County
at the City Ground, Leeds United v
Brighton & Hove Albion at Elland
Road, and Blackburn Rovers v
Preston North End at Ewood Park.

10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. Action
from the weekend’s games in
Leagues One and Two, including
Sheffield United v Charlton
Athletic, and Leyton Orient v
Doncaster Rovers.

10.30Platoon: The True Story. Oliver
Stone reveals the real-life events
that inspired his Oscar-winning
VietnamWar film and talks about
the soldiers he fought alongside in
the conflict.

11.30Criminals: Caught on Camera.
Nick Wallis discovers how CCTV is
helping to bring criminals using
weapons to justice, including
footage of a raid by a gang on a
west London jewellery shop. (R)

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Inside King’s
Cross: The Railway. (R) 4.00 Inside
Buckingham Palace. (R) 4.50 House
Doctor. (R) 5.15Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.40
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the
Racing Car. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Britain’s Outlaws: Highwaymen,
Pirates and Rogues 8.00 She-Wolves:
England’s Early Queens 9.00 Follow the
Money 11.00 Top of the Pops: 1983
12.00 Neil Sedaka: King of Song 1.00
Neil Sedaka Says: All You Need Is the
Music 1.45 Kings of 70s Romance 2.45
Sings Bacharach and David! 3.45 Close
ITV2
12.55 The Voice UK 2.15 Film: Rumour
Has It (2005) 3.15 FYI Daily 3.20 Film:
Rumour Has It (2005) 4.20 Film: Nanny
McPhee (2005) 5.20 FYI Daily 5.25 Film:
Nanny McPhee (2005) 6.15 Film:Mr
Bean’s Holiday (2007) 7.15 FYI Daily
7.20 Film:Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007)
8.00 Scorpion 9.00 Film: The 40 Year-
Old Virgin (2005) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05
Film: The 40 Year-Old Virgin (2005)
11.25 Family Guy 12.55 American Dad!
1.50 Release the Hounds: Famous &
Freaked 2.45 Totally Bonkers Guinness
World Records 3.00 Teleshopping
ITV3
11.00 FYI Daily 11.05 Film: Carry On Up
the Jungle (1970) 12.00 Hans Christian
Andersen: My Life as a Fairy Tale 1.50
Agatha Christie’s Marple 3.55 Rosemary
& Thyme 5.00 Lewis 7.00Midsomer
Murders 11.00 Rising Damp Forever
12.00Wycliffe 1.05Marchlands 2.00
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping
ITV4
11.00 Pawn Stars 11.30 Film: The Great
Outdoors (1988) 12.30 FYI Daily 12.35
Film: The Great Outdoors (1988) 1.20
Snooker v Darts 1.30 ITV Racing Live
from Uttoxeter and Kempton Park. 4.00
Fierce 5.00 Live FA Youth Cup Football.
7.30 Pawn Stars 7.55 River Monsters
9.00 Film: Terminator 2: Judgment Day
(1991) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film:
Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991)
11.45 Film: Lock Up (1989) 12.45 FYI
Daily 12.50 Film: Lock Up (1989) 2.00
Gunsmoke 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen
E4
12.00 Black-ish 1.00 The Goldbergs 2.30
The Big Bang Theory 6.30 Film: The
Twilight Saga: Eclipse (2010) 9.00 Film:
The Hunger Games (2012) 11.50
Gogglebox 12.50 Bizarre ER 1.55 Rude
Tube 3.20Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD
4.00 Young & Hungry 4.50 Revenge
Film4
1.00 The Addams Family (1991) 3.05
Sherlock Holmes and the Secret Weapon
(1942) 4.25 The Core (2003) 7.10
Paddington (2014) 9.00 Last Vegas
(2013) 11.05 Scary Movie 2 (2001)
12.40 In Fear (2013) 2.20 Storage 24
(2012) 4.00 Close

Dame Vera Lynn: Happy
100th Birthday
(BBC2, 9pm)
Katie Derhammakes use of
archive footage and family
records to tell the story of how
Vera Lynn came to become one
of the UK's most well-known
musical stars. Vera celebrates
her 100th birthday onMarch
20th, andmarks to occasion by
reminiscing about her early
days in showbusiness, with help
from her daughter Virginia. She
recalls starting out as Vera
Welch in the 1920s, first
appearing on stage at the
tender age of seven, before
charming the nation's
servicemen and becoming the
'forces sweetheart' during the
SecondWorld War. She also
remembers becoming the first
British artist to achieve a
number one in America in the
1950s.

Katie Derham
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www.newdelhihagley.co.uk

To reserve a table telephone: 01562 885050

Indian Dining & Takeaway
NEW DELHI

I N D I A N  R E S T A U R A N T I N H A G L E Y

Mums Eat

FREE for FREE

(Must be a 

family of 4)

113 Worcester Road, Hagley, Stourbridge, DY9 0NG

FREE DELIVERY on orders 
over £10.00 (5 mile radius)

15% DISCOUNT
on collection orders
(minimum order £12)

Mother’s Day Special
Sunday 26th March 2017

 BOOK ONLINE  BOOK ONLINE

YOU ARE WELCOME TO 
BRING YOUR OWN 
ALCOHOLIC DRINKS

GrandOpeningSaturday 8thMarchGrandOpeningSaturday18thMarch

383 Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill DY5 3LO Tel: 01384 76066

Carvery served all day everyday Mon-Sun 12pm - 8pm Kids Eat Free Mon - Sat 3pm - 6pm

Book Now
For your Carvery

Taking bookings for

Mother’s Day
Sunday 26th March

All you can eat
Buffet Style Breakfast
Friday • Saturday • Sunday

£4.45 8.30am
- 11am

Saturday
18th March

LIVE MUSIC
from

8.30pm

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30Match of the Day.
(R) 9.00 The AndrewMarr Show. 10.00
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R)
1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Flog It!
(R) 2.15 Countryfile Spring Diaries. (R)
3.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 3.45
Lifeline. 3.55 Songs of Praise. 4.30 Shop
Well for Less? (R) 5.30 BBC News. 5.50
Regional Programme.
6.00 The Big Painting Challenge.

Mariella Frostrup and Rev Richard
Coles present the final from
Greenwich. At Queen’s House, the
artists are challenged to paint a
portrait, but are not told who the
subject is until the sitting begins.
For the last test of the series, the
painters must depict the Old Royal
Naval College as seen from the
Thames – and mentors Diana Ali
and Pascal Anson are not on hand
to help this time. Judges Lachlan
Goudie, Daphne Todd and David
Dibosa assess their efforts and
reveal who is this series’
champion. Last in the series.

7.00 Countryfile.Matt Baker and Anita
Rani present the show from the
Hoo Peninsula, reporting on the
influence of the local “salt
shepherds” and efforts to protect
the birds that flock to the area.

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce
presents the show from Burton
Constable Hall near Hull, where
historic items brought in to be
valued include a series of letters
written by Florence Nightingale.

9.00 SS-GB. Archer and Harry have to
get the king out of London, only to
realise too late that they have been
led into a trap. Barbara faces being
deported back to the US. Last in
the series.

10.00BBC News.
10.20Regional Programme.
10.30Match of the Day 2.Mark

Chapman reviews the latest
Premier League action, featuring
Manchester City v Liverpool and
Middlesbrough v Manchester
United.

11.40American High School. The
school year draws to a close, but
several seniors are at risk of
failing. Jalena is given the
responsibility of writing a speech
for the graduation ceremony. Last
in the series.

12.30 The Celebrity Apprentice USA.
1.55Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.00
BBC News.

6.00 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.45 An
Island Parish. (R) 7.15 Around the World
in 80 Gardens. (R) 8.15 Gardeners’
World. (R) 8.45 Countryfile. (R) 9.45
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 Nigel
Slater’s Dish of the Day. (R) 11.45
Simply Nigella. (R) 12.15MOTD2 Extra.
1.00 Film: Day of the Evil Gun. (1968)
Western, starring Glenn Ford. 2.30 The
House That £100K Built. (R) 3.30 Back to
the Land with Kate Humble. (R) 4.30 Ski
Sunday Special: Freestyle Ski &
Snowboard World Championships.
6.00 Six Nations Rugby Union. John

Inverdale introduces highlights
from the final round of matches in
this year’s championship,
featuring Ireland v England,
Scotland v Italy and France v
Wales.

7.00 Robot Wars. Dara O Briain and
Angela Scanlon present the third
heat. Eight teams battle it out to
win a single place in the grand
final, pitting robots Foxic,
Expulsion, Heavy Metal, MR Speed
Squared, Thor, Tauron, Chimera 2
and Concussion against each
other in the arena. The show
begins with two group battles,
followed by a head to head
between the two overall winners.

8.00 Top Gear. Rory Reid and Sabine
Schmitz go in search of the latest
supercars at Germany’s
Nurburgring circuit, while Matt
LeBlanc test drives the Aston
Martin DB11, but finds Chris
Harris and his Mercedes causing
no end of trouble. Tamsin Greig
takes to the Top Gear Test Track as
this week’s Star in a Reasonably
Fast Car.

9.00 Down the Mighty River with Steve
Backshall. Part two of two. The
naturalist braves the dangerous
white waters the Baliem River’s
lower gorge and encounters a tribe
that has had little contact with the
outside world.

10.00Film: While We’re Young. (2014)
Premiere. A middle-aged man and
his wife have their lives turned
upside down by their friendship
with a younger couple. Comedy
drama, starring Ben Stiller and
Naomi Watts.

11.35Women’s Six Nations Highlights.
Eilidh Barbour presents action
from the concluding round of
fixtures in this year’s competition.

12.05 Film: Sergeant Rutledge. (1960)
1.50 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.50
Holby City. (R) 3.50 This Is BBC Two.

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty.
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story.
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ultimate
Spider-Man: WebWarriors. 8.20
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.45
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25
ITV News. 9.30 Countrywise: Guide to
Britain. (R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday.
10.55Wild Australia with Ray Mears. (R)
11.25 Chopping Block. (R) 12.25 ITV
News; Weather. 12.30Who’s Doing the
Dishes? (R) 1.30 Off Their Rockers. (R)
2.00 Tipping Point. (R) 3.00 The Voice
UK. (R) 5.00 Little Big Shots. (R)
6.00 Regional Programme;Weather.
6.10 ITV News; Weather.
6.30 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule.

The comedian is joined by Mel
Giedroyc, Bridget Christie,
Eamonn Holmes and Judith
Chalmers for the madcap panel
show, in which the aim is to save
Earth from an alien invasion. (R)

7.00 Five Gold Rings. Game show,
hosted by Phillip Schofield, in
which two friends take on a
mother and son to identify images
on an LED floor while viewers can
play along using the series app.

8.00 Vera. New series. The detective
investigates when the body of a
wildlife ranger is found on a
remote island. She seems to have
been murdered, but was alone on
the island when she died.

10.00 ITV News; Weather.
10.20The Nightly Show Best Bits.

Highlights of the second week of
the entertainment show, with
Davina McCall presenting a mix of
topical monologues, studio
games, celebrity guests, stand-up
and video clips.

10.50Peston on Sunday. Political
magazine, presented by Robert
Peston, with ITV News National
Editor Allegra Stratton. (R)

11.50Anglo-Welsh Cup Highlights.
Action from the final at The Stoop,
as Saracens or Leicester Tigers
faced Exeter Chiefs or Harlequins.
Saracens lifted the trophy when
this tournament last took place in
2014/15.

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Cube. (R)

6.40 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R)
7.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R)
7.35 Race of Champions 2017. 8.30
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Simpsons.
(R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Film:
Rio. (2011) Animated comedy, with the
voice of Jesse Eisenberg. 3.25 Film:
Johnny English Reborn. (2011) 5.30
Channel 4 News.
6.00 Dave’s Guide to Spending Money.

Dave Fishwick explores whether
products are worth the price the
public is willing to pay for them.
He creates his own range of
bottled water, drawn from the tap,
and tries to sell it to fashionable
restaurants. He also sets up his
own renewable power station in
his back garden with the goal of
generating enough electricity to
run Burnley’s Christmas lights for
free.

7.00 Our Guy in India. Guy Martin
takes a 1,000-mile journey across
India to compete in a race called
Rider Mania, the world’s largest
gathering of Royal Enfield
motorbikes. In the first of two
programmes, the daredevil rides
with a 50-strong biker gang, visits
Asia’s biggest truck yard and finds
himself completely out of his
comfort zone. (R)

8.00 Rivers with Jeremy Paxman. The
presenter travels along the Mersey
from the heights of the Peak
District to the estuary at Liverpool.
He discovers its role in the
development of Britain’s modern
industry and how it has recovered
from years of pollution to become
a haven for wildlife. He also goes
electrofishing for brown trout,
scales the river’s tallest bridge and
investigates the mysterious
Mersey Mermaids.

9.00 Homeland.While Carrie and Saul
present evidence to Keane, Quinn
tracks a mark.

10.00Gogglebox. Capturing the
households’ instant reactions to
what they are watching on TV from
the comfort of their own sofas. (R)

11.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown.
Jimmy Carr hosts the popular quiz
as Sean Lock and David Mitchell
compete against Jon Richardson
and Katherine Ryan. The Brett
Domino Trio help out in Dictionary
Corner. (R)

12.00 Film: The Five-Year Engagement.
(2012) 2.10 The Last Leg. (R) 3.05
Scruffts: Britain’s Favourite Dog. (R)

6.00Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa
Pig. (R) 6.10Milkshake! Bop Box. (R)
6.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.25 Bob the
Builder. (R) 6.40 Fireman Sam. (R) 6.50
Rupert Bear. (R) 7.00 Olly the Little
White Van. 7.05Wanda and the Alien.
(R) 7.15 Angelina Ballerina. (R) 7.30
Little Princess. (R) 7.45 Paw Patrol. (R)
8.00 Blaze and the Monster Machines.
(R) 8.25 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R)
8.40 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R)
9.00 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.30
Football on 5: The Championship. (R)
11.30 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R)
12.00 The Gadget Show. (R) 1.05 Film:
Batteries Not Included. (1987) Sci-fi
fantasy, starring Jessica Tandy. 3.05
Film: Zathura: A Space Adventure.
(2005) Family sci-fi adventure, starring
Josh Hutcherson and Jonah Bobo. 5.00
Film: Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs
2. (2013) Animated comedy sequel, with
the voice of Bill Hader.
6.50 5 NewsWeekend.
6.55 Film: Left Behind. (2014) The

world is plunged into chaos when
millions of people suddenly
disappear. An airline pilot tries to
save the remaining passengers on
his flight, while on the ground, his
daughter tries to find out if her
mother and brother are among
those who have vanished. Fantasy
adventure based on the series of
novels by Jerry B Jenkins and Tim
LaHaye, starring Nicolas Cage and
Lea Thompson. Edited for daytime
broadcast.

9.00 Film: Elysium. (2013) In the
future, most of the human race
exists in poverty on a ruined Earth,
while a wealthy elite live in luxury
on an orbiting space station. A
man dying of radiation poisoning
fights security forces to gain
access to the satellite and its
medical facilities. Sci-fi thriller
from the director of District 9,
starring Matt Damon, Jodie Foster
and Sharlto Copley. Includes 5
News Update at 10pm.

11.10Film: Dark Skies. (2013) A
suburban American home attracts
the attention of alien invaders, who
wage a campaign of terror against
its residents. Sci-fi horror, starring
Keri Russell and Josh Hamilton.

12.55 Greatest Sci-Fi Movies. (R) 2.10
SuperCasino. 4.00 Criminals: Caught On
Camera. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 5.15
Wildlife SOS. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Revolution and Romance: Musical
Masters of the 19th Century 8.00 Classic
Quartets at the BBC 9.00 Heimat Home
from Home: Chronicle of a Vision – Part
One 10.40 Heimat Home from Home:
Chronicle of a Vision – Part Two 12.40
The Century That Wrote Itself 1.40 How
to Get Ahead: At Medieval Court 2.40
Classic Quartets at the BBC 3.40 Close
ITV2
11.00 The Voice UK 1.00 2Awesome
1.05 2Awesome: Guidance 1.40
2Awesome: Fame High 2.05 2Awesome:
Third Wheel 2.30 2Awesome: LA Story
2.50 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 3.55
Film: Despicable Me (2010) 4.55 FYI
Daily 5.00 Film: Despicable Me (2010)
5.50 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway 6.55 Film: Red Riding Hood
(2011) 7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: Red
Riding Hood (2011) 9.00 Ibiza
Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30
American Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland
Show 1.25 The Vampire Diaries 2.15
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen
ITV3
11.45 Film: The Pure Hell of St Trinian’s
(1960) 12.45 FYI Daily 12.50 Film: The
Pure Hell of St Trinian’s (1960) 1.50
Inspector Morse 4.05 Agatha Christie’s
Marple 6.00Midsomer Murders 8.00
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 9.00
It’ll Be Alright on the Night 10.00 Rising
Damp Forever 11.05 Film: GoodWill
Hunting (1997) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10
Film: GoodWill Hunting (1997) 1.35
Inspector Morse 3.25May the Best
House Win 5.05 On the Buses
ITV4
12.05 Film: All Quiet on the Western
Front (1979) 1.05 FYI Daily 1.10 Film: All
Quiet on the Western Front (1979) 3.10
Film: Bend of the River (1952) 4.10 FYI
Daily 4.15 Film: Bend of the River (1952)
5.00 River Monsters 6.00 Fishing
Impossible 7.00 The Big Fish Off 8.00
Anglo-Welsh Cup Highlights 9.05 Film:
RoboCop 3 (1993) 10.10 FYI Daily 10.15
Film: RoboCop 3 (1993) 11.15 Film:
Firefox (1982) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20
Film: Firefox (1982) 2.00 The Football
Mavericks 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen
E4
12.55Made in Chelsea Does Come Dine
with Me 2.00 Black-ish 2.30 The
Goldbergs 4.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.00
The Big Bang Theory 7.00 Film: Addams
Family Values (1993) 9.00Marvel’s
Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Film: Die Hard 2
(1990) 12.25 Tattoo Fixers 1.30Marvel’s
Agents of SHIELD 2.30 Gap Year 3.15
Hollyoaks

Vera
(ITV, 8pm)
New series. The detective
investigates when the body of a
wildlife ranger is found on a
remote island off the coast of
Northumberland. Her death is
at first assumed to be an
accident, since she was alone
on the island when she died,
but marks on the body seem to
point to murder. As Vera delves
into the dead woman's personal
life, she uncovers dark secrets
and old resentments. Brenda
Blethyn, Kenny Doughty, Jon
Morrison, Christopher
Colquhoun, Noof McEwan, Riley
Jones, Lisa Hammond and
Ewan Stewart star.

Brenda Blethyn

SUNDAY’S TV MARCH 19
BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE
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?
red
e?We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs | mousemats | keyrings | coasters

| fridge magnets | jigsaws | tablet wallpaper
Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery.

Order your photos now
Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com
Or call: 01902 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm)

Areyou
in the picture?

Have you appeared in the Chronicle?

FILM CHOICES Comedy duo take in the sights
and sounds of Budapest

Travel Man: 48 Hours in Budapest, Monday, Channel 4, 8.30pm

The schedules are full of
celebrities travelling the world
and telling us all how great a

certain holiday destination is.
What makes Travel Man different

is that instead of us watching
someone having a ball during a
holiday of a lifetime, we instead
sometimes get the impression that
Richard Ayoade is going through a
terrible time – and that makes it
much more satisfying for those of us
stuck at home.
Okay, many of the film director

and star of The IT Crowd’s gripes
are probably exaggerated for the
cameras, but it is nevertheless good
fun watching Richard and his pals
from the world of comedy effectively
scouring the globe in search of the
next tourist disappointment.
Tonight, Richard is joined by Irish

comedian, actor and writer Aisling
Bea.
Aisling won The Gilded Balloon’s

So You Think You’re Funny award at
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in
2012 and is a regular guest on
panel shows, including 8 Out of 10

Cats, Never Mind the Buzzcocks,
Would I Lie to You? and QI, so she
will certainly give Richard a run for
his money in the comedy one-liner
stakes.
Their destination is Budapest, a

city with miles of old-world charm.
The Hungarian capital is paradise

for explorers, so you’d think Richard
and Aisling would find something
there to tickle their fancy during their
whistlestop tour.
The cynical pair spend two days

in the city with the aim of taking in as
many of its sights as possible, as
well as passing on a fewmoney-
saving tips to viewers at home.
Culinary highlights in the fairytale

city on the Danube include a
steaming hot bowl of goulash – a
traditional Hungarian soup or stew
of meat and vegetables, seasoned
with paprika and other spices.
They also visit a ‘ruin pub’ for a

taste of unicum, a herbal liquor
which is regarded as one of the
national drinks of Hungary and
usually drunk as a digestif and
apéritif.

Budapest sits on a patchwork of
almost 125 thermal springs – more
than any other capital city in the
world – and ‘taking the waters’ has
been a part of life here since people
walked in togas during Roman
times and the Turkish occupation.
The duo take the opportunity to

visit one of these baths where they
play a game of chess. Next it’s onto
the Zugliget chairlift, an alternative
means of transport high in the Buda
Hills.
The duo take a ride on the cable-

suspended conveyance which
takes riders up the side of János
Hill and provides them with an
amazing view of Budapest.
And finally they visit a statue of

Columbo star Peter Falk in Falk
Miksa Street.
Richard and Aisling read how

there is still somewhat of a mystery
surrounding this life-sized bronze
reproduction of the actor, with
theories suggesting it was
commissioned in 2014 due to a
tenuous familial connection, three
years after Falk’s passing.

MONDAY
Homefront, Channel 5, 11pm
A drug enforcement agent quits his job and relocates
to a small town hoping to protect his daughter from
the violent world he has to deal with. However, he is
forced back into his old life when he finds his new
home has a criminal underbelly dominated by a
narcotics kingpin. Crime thriller, starring Jason
Statham, James Franco and Winona Ryder. (2013)

TUESDAY
Locked Away, Channel 5, 3.15pm
A pregnant teenager under pressure from her mother
is unsure what to do about her baby, and turns to a
high-school counsellor for advice. However, her
confidante is secretly desperate to have a child of her
own and plots to steal the infant as soon as it is born.
Thriller, starring Jean Louisa Kelly. (2010)

WEDNESDAY
Deadly Departure, Channel 5, 3.15pm
The family of FBI agent Sarah Plummer are taken
hostage while she is on a flight to Washington DC.
While on the flight, she meets a mysterious stranger
seated beside her, and is forced to make a decision
that could cost her the lives of her husband and
12-year-old son. Action, starring Dina Meyer. (2016)

THURSDAY
Killer Obsession, Channel 5, 3.15pm
A National Guard solder returns from the frontline in
Iraq and struggles to return to a normal life. To make
matters worse, she finds herself blamed for a friendly
fire incident in which two Americans were killed – and
then she becomes the target of an obsessed fellow
soldier seeking revenge for their deaths. Thriller,
starring Roxanne McGee. (2016)

FRIDAY
Fury, Channel 5, 9pm
A veteran American sergeant leads a tank crew on
one final dangerous mission in the last months of the
Second World War. The assignment takes the soldiers
behind enemy lines and into battle with overwhelming
enemy forces, while the presence of an inexperienced
new recruit in the team raises tension. Drama, starring
Brad Pitt and Shia LaBeouf. (2014)

Fury, Friday, Channel 5, 9pm

MONDAY
Puerto Rico – Island of Enchantment: Natural
World
BBC2, 9pm
The small Caribbean Puerto Rico of Puerto Rico is
nicknamed the Island of Enchantment because of
its beautiful beaches, amazing ambiance and
landmarks. Despite being only 3,515 square miles
in area, it is also home to a vast array of exotic
wildlife. However, many of these species are also
vulnerable and countless have been pushed to the
brink of extinction by human encroachment, while
95 per cent of its rainforests have been destroyed.
This film, narrated by David Attenborough, profiles
three conservation champions who are making it
their mission to save some of the island’s the most
precious species, namely manatees, of which only
700 remain in the wild; parrots, of which there were
only 13 left at one point; and the five native species
of oceanic turtle.

TUESDAY
Back to the Land with Kate Humble
BBC2, 8pm
The presenter follows innovative businesses in the
Lake District through Spring, Summer and Autumn,
painting portrait of the rugged landscape and gaining
an insight the challenges they face. Kate Humble

helps with lambing at a fifth generation farm who
have invented the world’s only wool compost, so
they can keep their farming traditions alive. She also
goes foraging for wild food, which went to waste until
one woman realised she could turn it into unique
jams and preserves that are now sold nationwide

WEDNESDAY
Live International Football
ITV, 7.15pm
Germany v England. Mark Pougatch presents
action from the friendly international at Signal
Iduna Park in Dortmund, where England were
looking to repeat last year’s outstanding victory
against the hosts.While the result of this match
remains of some importance, the main use of
the exercise for Gareth Southgate is to prepare
his squad for Sunday’s World Cup qualifier
against Lithuania.

THURSDAY
Great British Buildings:
Restoration of theYear
Channel 4, 8pm
As the host of Grand Designs,
Kevin McCloud knows a thing or
two about the work involved in
restoring a historic building. So

he’s the perfect person to co-present this new
series which showcases some of the treasured
buildings that have been brought back from the
brink thanks to the dedication and craft skills of
those involved. All of the projects have been placed
on the long list by the Royal Institution of Chartered

Surveyors (Rics) for their Restoration
of the Year award, and in this
opening edition, Kevin and Dr
Anna Keay check out some of
the contenders.

FRIDAY
Red Nose Day 2017
BBC1, 7pm
It’s that time again when
comedians and celebrities
come together to have a
laugh in a very good cause.

Lenny Henry, Jonathan
Ross, Sally Phillips,
Rob Beckett, Romesh
Ranganathan,
Warwick Davis and
Miranda Hart are
among the
presenters who’ll be

taking to East

London’s O2 stages for a night of fundraising fun
and games. However, arguably the most eagerly
anticipated part of the proceedings is Red Nose
Day Actually, which sees writer and director Richard
Curtis catching up with the characters from Love
Actually to find out what they are up to 14 years on.
Presumably Hugh Grant’s Prime Minister isn’t still in
Number 10, but did he find lasting love with Martine
McCutcheon’s tea lady? Here’s our chance to find
out as Keira Knightley, Colin Firth, Liam Neeson,
Bill Nighy, Andrew Lincoln, Chiwetel Ejiofor and
Rowan Atkinson also return for the sequel.

UnreportedWorld
Channel 4, 7.30pm
Marcel Theroux explores the resurgent Russian
Orthodox Church, which is at the forefront of a new
movement combining religion and nationalism in its
home nation. Until the fall of the Soviet Union, the
Church had been persecuted by the communists,
but has now forged close ties with President
Vladimir Putin. Theroux meets Alexander Dugin,
referred to as ‘Putin’s brain’, whose ideas have
cropped up in the president’s speeches, and Fr
Ioann Osyak, patriarch of a family whose members
are becoming national celebrities and symbols of
today’s Russia – religious, conservative and deeply
patriotic.Red Nose Day 2017, Friday, BBC1, 7pm
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The Express & Star is
challenging local primary
schools to design adverts in our
‘Design an Ad’ Competition.
We need all interested Headteachers/Teachers to
register today, using the coupon below or by email, to
be included in this exciting competition.
Each school will be given an advertiser by the Express
& Star and asked to come up with a ground breaking
original ad to feature an 8-page colour supplement,
published in-paper on Thursday 27th April 2017.
Winning pupils will be invited to a special
presentation ceremony to be held later in the year.

Interested?
Then complete the coupon below to register your school’s interest and send to:
Jo Watton, Business Development Department, Express and Star Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES
or alternatively register via email at j.watton@expressandstar.co.uk
Closing date for registering is Saturday 25th March 2017
Any queries? Phone 01902 319671 or 01902 319134

Register here today!
PLEASE
PRINT IN

BLACK INK

I would like to register ................................................................. (school’s name)

FOR THE DESIGN AN AD COMPETITION
Name...............................................Position at School ........................................

Address of School................................................................................................

...............................................Postcode.................Telephone..............................

Signature.............................................................................................................

☎
Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate,
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD

www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk

Halesowen Fireplaces
AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME

For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane)

Telephone 0121 559 9985

nge of Gas and Electric Fires and S r

Complete Fireplace Packages from £499
(including fire)

STORAGE
HEATERS
NOW IN
STOCK

HIMLEYLEY
Fencing

Free no obligation quotes

07871 793 677
01384 863284

10%off forOAPS

Prices start
from £60 a bay
Includes:
• Heavy duty

fence panel
• Gravel board and

Concrete post
• Fully insured
• 3 year warranty

Shed re-felts given

27 HIGH STREET, CRADLEY HEATH (OPPOSITE TESCO)

01384 620238 WWWWWWWWWW.BREWMONKEY.CO.UK
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GRAINFATHER HOME BAR EQUIPMENT GIFTS WINE MAKING CIDER

SPEND 
£20 IN 
STORE 

AND GET 
£1 OFF 

YOUR BILL
Valid until

April 30th 2017

Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off.

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION:

Fill in the grid
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains
all the digits
from 1 to 9.

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS >

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
M Q W Z F K U A S B J R H
N X I Y L G C T V E O D P

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

I
N

Across Down
Quick Clues:

1. Throw (4)
3. Stately (8)
9. Funeral-goer (7)

10. Part of a flower (5)
11. Prodigality (12)
13. Separate (6)
15. Incentive (6)
17. Conference (12)
20. Aspect (5)
21. Brave (7)
22. Being (8)
23. Carry (4)

1. Praises (8)
2. Gush (5)
4. Aviator (6)
5. Rapturously (12)
6. Representative (7)
7. Young horse (4)
8. White-hot (12)

12. Miss (8)
14. Infringe (7)
16. Brainy (6)
18. Angry (5)
19. Heroic (4)

LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS:
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Recount; 7 Apron; 9 Music; 
10 Keyhole; 12 Shoplifting; 14 Meaning look; 
18 Mumbled; 19 Stick; 21 Heads; 22 Or tails. 
Down: 1 Debut; 2 Polish; 3 Ant; 4 Upshot; 
5 Gosling; 8 Denials; 11 Spanner; 13 Deputed; 
15 Nobody; 16 Outlay; 17 Scale; 20 Fry. 
QUICK - Across: 6 Revenue; 7 Speed; 9 Train; 
10 Quieten; 12 Demonstrate; 14 Obstruction;
18 Release; 19 Strew; 21 Acrid; 22 Deserve.
Down: 1 Merry; 2 Recite; 3 Put; 4 Appear; 
5 Beneath; 8 Pulsate; 11 Roguish; 13 Absence; 
15 Thesis; 16 Outset; 17 Leave; 20 Hew.

Across Down
Cryptic Clues:

Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid.

1. The flower grew (4)
3. Getting a taste of 

palm mixture to 
sing about (8)

9. 100 join mad 
craftsman in idle 
talk (7)

10. Brown as pie (5)
11. Where the little 

learning can be 
found (6,6)

13. Draw out note that 
is legal (6)

15. Threaten one 
politician with death 
(6)

17. Wish joy to uncle at 
rag (12)

20. Some are afraid a 
horse could get into 
their state (5)

21. Cultivation up to 
being old (7)

22. Giving rein to 
fancies of mad 
reign (8)

23. The direction in 
which things are 
wrecked (4)

1. He gets the 
message, no doubt 
(8)

2. Employees one 
should be about to 
lean on (5)

4. Stop the others after 
half a year (6)

5. Somehow shut my 
pools, about 2nd 
June - after I’ve 
gone (12)

6. Get better, as I am 
to show without 
doubt (7)

7. Happy boy has 
good head on him 
(4)

8. Place found for a 
candidate? (8,4)

12. Supporter heard ten 
out (8)

14. Put in quarantine 
one who is overdue 
by such a margin 
(7)

16. The box is not put 
upside down on the 
vehicle (6)

18. Lower a foundation 
(5)

19. Rear deer (4)

Codeword

SudokuDouble Crossword

1. Who succeeded John Gregory as manager 
of Aston Villa?

2. Who wrote Whisky Galore?
3. Which country was Britain’s main ally in the 

Seven Years’ War?
4. To which family of fish does the minnow 

belong?
5. Which former England captain has managed 

Spurs, QPR and Bristol Rovers?

6. Which US city is named after a chairman of 
the United States Steel Corporation?

7. What is a kora?
8. Which dog is named after the German for 

‘badger-dog’?
9. What is the capital of Italy’s Tuscany region?
10. What nationality was playwright and 

novelist August Strindberg?

Last week’s solutions:

Quiz: 1 Soprano; 2 Sarah Hogg; 3 1965; 4 DW 

Griffith; 5 Prince Andrew; 6 Dutch; 

7 Jean-Paul Sartre; 8 London and Venice; 

9 Tim Rice; 10 The Longships.

Niner:  REACTIONS

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

132359 gives a French port,
636879 gives a second French port,
476679 gives a French city.

NinerQuiz

brain gym No.421
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For more information
or to book, please call: OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00

Fly direct from Birmingham airport

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols

Omegain association with

SUMMER

Organised by Omega Holidays plc, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability.

Mountain pine air you could bottle and sell, glacier fresh beer, scented
meadows, crystal lakes, waterfalls… that’s Austria in summertime, the
perfect antidote to city hustle and beach bustle!

4 STAR ST ANTON AUSTRIA

 Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham airport to
Friedrichshafen

 7 nights at the 4 star Sport Hotel, St Anton with breakfast
 St Anton Summer Card with one day’s free use of cable cars
 All airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to your hotel
 Services of an English-speaking representative

PRICE INCLUDES...

Departing Sunday 9 July 2017

DUBROVNIK
Departing Sunday 2 July 2017

Join us for a superb-value Croatian getaway to the ‘pearl of the Adriatic’
with optional excursions to Montenegro’s Kotor Bay area and a galleon
cruise round the Elaphiti Islands. This great-value break includes flights and
transfers, 3 star hotel with breakfast, dinner and Croatian magic as standard.

PRICE INCLUDES...
 Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham

airport to Dubrovnik
 7 nights at the 3 star Hotel Komodor, Lapad Bay, Dubrovnik
 Hot buffet breakfast and buffet dinner
 Airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to

your hotel
Optional excursions at a supplement: Island Galleon
Cruise and excursion to Montenegro’s Kotor Bay

Savers
Summer Saver

Summer Saver

Don’t miss out on these sizzling summer deals from Omega, with flights,
transfers, hotel and luggage all included.
Snap them up before they’re gone!

LIMITED AVAILABILITY

£699pp

8 days,
by AIRonly

£799pp

8 days,
by AIRonly

Optional excursions to
pre-book
Liechtenstein & Appenzell, and
Lindau & Lake Constance

Your Chronicle

01902 902165

QUOTE CODE: VQX349

VIEW ONLINE AT
www.omega-holidays.com/VQX349

QUOTE CODE: LUL738

VIEW ONLINE AT
www.omega-holidays.com/LUL738
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Emeli Sandé will be singing her heart out at The
O2 Academy in Birmingham on Sunday. Here
at The Ticket, we Wonder where the Scottish
songstress would go to eat, drink and be merry
on a night out before a gig. Read All About It. . .Make a night of it

Soul sister – enjoy a night in
the city before Emeli’s gig

SLEEP IT OFF

MAKING AMEAL

THREE CHEERS

GET THERE

POSH PAD
Lie Next To Me at the four-star Malmaison hotel in the

Mailbox. Here you can enjoy food, drink and sleep in
uber stylish surrounds: think modern and moody, sultry
and slick. There’s a brasserie and a bar so you can have
dinner and drinks before you head to the show. There’s a
vibrant atmosphere so it’ll certainly get you in the mood.
Why not make a weekend of it as there’s also a spa if you
want to kick back, relax and indulge? There are rooms
and suites available. We love the look of the super quirky
Nirvana suite (pictured above) which screams colourful
and punky. It even has a mirrored Jacuzzi, perfect for
bubbles in bubbles! Prices vary but can be as little as £75
depending on the date.

DISCOUNT DOZE
If you need to watch your bank balance and require a

cheap sleep, head to The Comfort Inn, Station Street. It’s
only a 10-minute walk from the venue so a quick and easy
stopover after a big night. The rooms are basic but comfy
enough for you to rest your weary head and tired tootsies.
The best bit is that it won’t cost much leaving you some
spare change to download loads of Emeli’s music.

The Mailbox is the place to go for a meal before you
don your dancing shoes. There’s oodles of places to
choose from, so if you fancy a quick bite to eat there
are burgers, pizzas or even tapas on the menu. There
are also pubs and bars if you just want to grab a beer
or vino before you see the gig. If you prefer something
more decadent then Marco Pierre White’s restaurant at
The Cube is top of the list. Fine dining with glorious views
over the city will make this a real night to remember. We
reckon Emeli would love a slap-up dinner there.

Pre-gig drinks are a must on a night out so why not head
to a place full of heart and soul? The Island Bar is a stone’s
throw from the O2 on Suffolk Street, Queensway, and is a
tropical paradise offering loads of cocktails including a Mint
Choc Martini laced with vodka and chocolate mint liqueur.
If you’re stopping in the city overnight after the gig, Quarter
Horse coffee shop on Bristol Street serves a scrumptious
breakfast. Think sour dough toast or cakes and pastries
washed down with incredible coffee. Sounds like Heaven.

It’s easy peasy as it’s on the main drag into the city
making it accessible by train, car or bus. Catch the train
and head to Birmingham New Street and the O2’s only
a 10-minute walk from the station. By bus it’s a case of
hopping off at the nearest stop to the venue. Or by car
there are loads of places park up. If you don’t want to
spend a fortune on fees then you could park further out of
the city centre and walk/bus/train in to the city.



Get that crackingVauxhall you’ve always wanted
PLUS a great deal more

£1000SPENDING
MONEY

THEVAUXHALL SALES EVENT
17 - 21 MARCH 2017
+ + +

£500
SPENDING

MONEY FROM
VAUXHALL

£500
SPENDING

MONEY FROM
US

20%
OFF

ACCESSORIES^

£500
SAVING BY

BEATINGTHE
TAXMAN**

*

Dudley Motor Company
Trindle Road Dudley
01384 454100

dudleymotorco.co.uk

Halesowen Motor House
Dudley Road Halesowen

0121 503 0001
halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk

Stourbridge Motor House
High StreetAmblecote
01384 447 970

stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk

TWall Garages
High Street Pensnett
01384 288333

twall.co.uk

EXCLUSIVETOYOUR BLACK COUNTRYVAUXHALL DEALERS

Official GovernmentTest Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) and CO2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) – 74.3 (3.8), Extra-urban: 23.3 (12.1) – 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 17.9 (15.8) – 85.6 (3.3). CO2 emissions: 373 – 88g/km.#
*Spending money not available on VIVA, Corsa Sting, Corsa Sting R and Corsa Diamond. £500Vauxhall spending money given as pre-paid debit card and is not given in cash. Your card is issued by R. Raphael & Sons plc pursuant to license by MasterCard International Incorporated. MasterCard® is a registered trademark of MasterCard
International Inc. R. Raphael & Sons plc is a UK bank authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial ConductAuthority and the Prudential Regulation Authority (registration number 161302) and is permitted to issue e-money. Head office and registered office at 19-21 Shaftesbury Avenue, LondonW1D 7ED,
company registration number 01288938. £500 Retailer Spendingmoney available as a retailer contribution towards the vehicle cost. Spending money available on eligible, selected new vehicle orders from 17-21 March 2017 and registered by 31 March 2017. **Savings of up to £500 available by beating theVED increase on 1April on eligible,
selected new vehicles registered by 31 March 2017. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units. All other customers are excluded. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/salesevent or contact your local Retailer for details. †Prices do not include fitting or painting. Prices
includeVAT. Accessories must be purchased between 17-21 March 2017. Accessories must be ordered by Retailer at the time of new car order. Online orders are excluded from the offer. General Motors UK Limited t/a Vauxhall Motors reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of print.
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Marathon man Dave hits the
road with Sandwell Garages
Blind Dave Heeley is well known 
locally for his fundraising for charity 
and Sandwell Garages of West 
Bromwich are very happy to keep 
him on the road. They are the ones 
who recently supplied him with his 
Motability car.

Dave loves to run marathons, 
including being the first and only blind 
person in the world to have completed 
seven marathons, in seven days on 
seven different continents. 

He’s given broadcaster Adrian 
Goldberg a haircut and has even flown 
a plane! “He has done so much,” said 
Pravin Mistry, the Sandwell Garages 
Motability Adviser. “With his dedication 
to helping others, I’m surprised he’s 
never been nominated for an M.B.E. or 
something.”

Dave was very pleased to receive 
his new Motability Vauxhall Zafira. The 
Motability Scheme was first set up in 
1978 and enables people to use their 
government-funded mobility allowance 
to drive a new vehicle. And as Dave 
knows, with Motability at Sandwell, you 
can lease a brand-new Vauxhall every 
three years.

The scheme is all inclusive. The 
insurance, breakdown assistance, 
servicing and maintenance is all 
included in the price. And this applies 
to two named drivers. Everything is 
taken care of, you just add fuel and go.

With Vauxhall Motability, you have 
Vauxhall OnStar’s protection, where 

 Dave Heeley with Pravin Mistry, Sandwell Garages motability adviser

you simply press a button on the 
overhead console and speak to a 
trained Vauxhall OnStar advisor 
anytime, 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year. And in the event of an accident 
where the airbags are deployed, it will 
trigger automatically and people will 
quickly come to your aid.

It’s the sort of personal help that 
Sandwell’s Motability adviser Pravin 
is able to explain to their Motability 
customers, guiding them through the 
process to having their own Vauxhall 

Motability vehicle. Pravin’s help 
enables Dave to concentrate on the 
important things, and for him that is 
his 24 Great Runs Series 2017. 

It’s to raise funds for The Albion 
Foundation which uses football and 
the link with West Bromwich Albion 
to make a difference in the local 
community. You can read more 
about it and make a donation by 
going to the Just Giving website at: 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
blinddavegreatrunseries2017.

£500 bonus with new Vauxhall
With spring bank holidays just 
around the corner, Vauxhall is 
helping motorists make the most of 
their family time with £500 spending 
money.

Those who buy a new 17-plate 
Vauxhall between March 17 and 21 will 
be treated to this exciting offer and will 
drive off with a pre-paid debit card to 
spend on anything they want.

This exciting offer is available across 
much of the Vauxhall range, including 
the Mokka X, ADAM and award-

winning Astra. Named Best Family Car 
for under £18,000 by What Car?, the 
Astra blends style with technology to 
create the ultimate family car. 

What’s more, with a £500 pre-paid 
debit card with every new 17-plate 
Astra sold during the event, families 
will be able to make more of days out 
together.

In addition to the £500 spending 
money, customers will also be able 
to take advantage of Vauxhall’s 20 
per cent discount on all genuine 

and approved Vauxhall accessories, 
including sat navs, iPhone/iPad 
cradles and cargo liners, when they 
purchase a new car or van during 
the event. These deals are on top of 
Vauxhall’s existing range of available 
offers.

What’s more, customers who buy a 
new Vauxhall during the event could 
also see a saving of up to £500 on 
models such as the Corsa VXR ahead 
of the new tax changes, which will 
come into force in April.

The offer is for those who buy a 17-plate Vauxhall between March 17-21 and applies across much of its range



view our video road tests
www.expressandstar.co.uk

NewCar?
MNA

EVE
RY FR

ID
AY

!

CHANGE UP A GEAR WITH MOTORING

Official fuel consumption figures inmpg (l/100km) Ford Car range: urban 41.5 - 23.54 (6.8-12.0), extra urban 67.3 - 34.87 (4.2-8.1), combined 57.7 - 29.73 (4.9-9.5). Official CO2 emission 95-249g/km. Offers end 30th September 2016. Details correct at time
of going to print. Subject to availability. Contact us for full terms and conditions. *Finance deposit subject to status. Guaranteesmay be required. 2.9%APR Representative offer excludes KA Studio, KA Style, Edge, RS and Mustang. Ford Credit Finance Abbott
House, Everard Close, St Albans AL1 2RW.MTCRMarketing LTD Trading as Hills Ford is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. Retail only. †Conditions apply and excludes RS, ST, Mustang. Images for illustration purposes only. E&OE.

Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB
01562549708
hillsford.co.uk

169–171 Newtown Road, MalvernWR14 1PJ
01684 212326

NEWFORDEDGEZETEC
2.0 TDCI 180PS AWD 5 DR

£500
FINANCE DEPOSIT ALLOWANCE

CASHPRICE £29,995.00

Hills Ford have new 66 plate
Fords at the very best prices

24HOUR
TESTDRIVES
on all new car
enquiries†
Ask for details

24HR

66REG NEWKUGATITANIUMSPORT
2.0 TDCI 150PS 5 DR

£1,700
FINANCE DEPOSIT ALLOWANCE

CASHPRICE £24,397.26

CUSTOMERSAVING£3,015.74

NEWECOSPORT TITANIUM
1.0T 125PS 5DR

£400
FINANCE DEPOSIT ALLOWANCE

CASHPRICE £15,710.69

CUSTOMERSAVING£1,422.31 CUSTOMERSAVING£2,496.00

Fabulous Ford features
The Ford Focus didn’t feel as if
it needed to much remedial work
done, but the latest updates give
it a better-looking face, a more
user-friendly interior, more effi-
cient engines and some suspen-
sion tweaks that aim to remind
us what made the Focus great in
the first place.

The engine range has also been revised.
The Focus petrol engine line-up now large-
ly hinges around an efficient 1.5-litre Eco-
Boost unit available in either 150 or 180PS
outputs. Buyers can though, continue to
opt for the 1.0-litre EcoBoost petrol pow-
erplant in 100 and 120PS guises that was
chosen by a third of customers in the pre-
facelift model – and a sub-100g/km version
has also been developed. Diesel drivers are
catered for with a 1.5-litre TDCi powerplant
available in 95 or 120PS outputs. The hot ST
version should build on the brilliance of its
junior sibling, the livewire Fiesta ST.

The styling updates look really good, es-
pecially the front end which wears that Aston
Martin lookalike front grille so much more
elegantly than the somewhat pan-faced Fi-
esta. The interior has also been given a se-
rious once-over. The fascia design is more
intuitive, that button-strewn centre stack and
steering wheel being tidied up considerably.
Many of the controls are now marshalled by
the SYNC 2 high-resolution, 8-inch colour
touch screen system. The Focus is back at
the very top of its game!

Ford has completed its SUV line-up with a
larger model, the Edge, a car that takes the
brand back into the luxury part of this seg-
ment.

With the Edge model offered here there’s
a choice of 180PS 2.0-litre TDCi diesel en-
gine with six-speed manual transmission, or
a 210PS bi-turbo 2.0 litre TDCi diesel with
a six-speed PowerShift automatic gearbox.
It features Ford’s Intelligent All-Wheel Drive
(AWD) technology as standard, delivering
a seamless transition between front-wheel
drive and all-wheel drive performance to
provide a more secure footing on the road
especially in slippery conditions.

The Edge’s exterior is sharp and attractive,
while inside, the interior has been designed
with high-quality materials throughout, in-
cluding soft-touch trims on the dashboard
and centre console. Overall then, this is the
most competitive large SUV that the Blue
Oval brand has yet brought us. We can al-
ready recommend this car as a promising
prospect.

Featuring vehicles with sporty styling in-
spired by Ford Performance and offering
a range of powerful and efficient EcoBoost
petrol and TDCi diesel powertrains, Ford
now offers today announced a new ST-Line
model range for Europe, ST-Line launches
with the Fiesta ST-Line – priced from £15,645

– and Focus STLine – priced from £20,595
– both available to order now.

Delivering bold exterior and interior de-
signs inspired by Ford’s acclaimed Fiesta
ST performance model, the new Fiesta
STLine are designed for customers who
aspire to the sporty image of Ford’s ST
models – but do not require the full perfor-
mance delivered by optimised ST engines
and chassis with sports technologies. En-
hanced driving dynamics are delivered by
sport suspension – lowered by 10mm

The Fiesta STLine is offered with a range
of powerful engines including Ford’s mul-
ti-award- winning 1.0-litre EcoBoost petrol

engine, sport suspension and body styl-
ing, unique alloy wheel designs, and sport
seats, sport steering wheel and alloy ped-
als for the interior. Available in 3-door and
5-door bodystyles, the Fiesta ST-Line is a
sporty new addition to the UK’s best-sell-
ing car.

l See these models and many more at
Hills Ford at 169-171 Newtown Road, Mal-
vern WR14 1PJ. Call (01684) 212 410 to
find out more.

You can also find Hills Ford at Worcester
Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB.

Phone the sales team there on (01562)
540595 for more information.

Ford has completed its
SUV line-up with a larger
model,the Edge, a car
that takes the brand
back into the luxury part
of this segment

Hills Ford32
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YEARS
3 COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE

ROUTINE SERVICING
CAR TAX
WARRANTY FOR PEACE OF MIND
PAYMENT WAIVER
1 MONTHLY PAYMENT

What is SimplyDrive?

SimplyDrive enables you to own a new Citroën or DS for
three years with the majority of your traditional motoring

costs included for a xed monthly fee. 

01562 549937

01562 549937

Wraps off new Citroën C3
The New Citroën C3 is a fresh,
bold and colourful B-segment,
5-door supermini that delivers
new levels of advanced comfort
and personality to the sector.

Citroën is renewing its best-selling
C3 model, which has already sold
more than 3.6 million examples since it
was originally launched in 2002.

New Citroën C3 is set to shake-up the
market with its highly customisable char-
acter and the very latest automotive tech-
nologies, including a world premiere for
ConnectedCAM Citroën™, an on-board HD
camera that allows drivers to share their
road-trip photos and videos directly with
friends and family.

The new Citroën C3 is everything you
would expect a modern Citroën to be – col-
ourful, stylish, brimming with new technol-
ogies, supremely comfortable and with a
bold, fun-loving personality.

The new C3 embodies all the core values

of Citroën; Optimistic – the C3 combines
a characteristically Citroën front-end, with
soft lines, flowing curves and striking colour
schemes to deliver a powerful and energetic
look.

Highly customisable, C3 is audacious and
full of personality by design, to ensure each
owner can create a bespoke look that suits
their individual style.

The exterior has a two-tone paint option,
with a choice of three roof colours and com-
plimentary touches of colour around the car
(fog lights, door mirrors, rear quarter panels
and on the Airbump® panels). Inside, cus-
tomers have a choice of four different inte-
riors that all deliver a spacious, yet intimate
feel, thanks to the shape of the seats and an
uncluttered dashboard.

New C3 is focused on the well-being of
everyone on-board. The Citroën Advanced
Comfort® programme has influenced the
creation of the new C3.

Comfortable seats, a panoramic glass
sunroof that fills the cabin with light, colours

and fabrics inspired by travel and home
interior design, a 7-inch touchscreen that
groups together all of the key vehicle func-
tions and a keyless entry and start system,
all combine to emphasise a feeling of reas-
surance, comfort and calm.

C3 introduces ConnectedCAM Cit-
roën™, a world premiere for the brand.
ConnectedCAM Citroën™ uses a fully in-
tegrated camera, located behind the rear
view mirror, to capture images and video
that can instantly be shared on social me-
dia channels, or saved as evidence in the

event of an accident. The latest Citroën C3
now offers even more options that improve
the driving experience, with an advanced
driver assistance system including voice
controlled 3D navigation, a reversing cam-
era, lane departure warning and blind-spot
monitoring.

Finally, the efficient, high-performance
powertrain options continue the techno-
logical theme with PureTech petrol and
BlueHDi Diesel engines, and the latest
generation EAT6 fully automatic gearbox
available as part of the range.

The new Citroën is
everything you would
expect a modern Citroën
to be – colourful, stylish,
brimming with technology
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Autosales Suzuki Bilston
Vulcan Road, Bilston, Wolverhampton WV14 7JW 01902 402233
www.suzuki.co.uk/autosales

Autosales Suzuki Cannock
Progress Drive, A34 Bridge Town, Cannock WS11 0JE 01543 431360
www.suzuki.co.uk/autosalescannock

Request a test drive today; See below for your local dealership

Celerio range mpg (litres/100km) and CO₂ emissions (g/km): Urban 55.3-68.9 (5.3-4.1), Extra Urban 76.3-83.0 (3.7-3.4), Combined 65.7-78.4 (4.3-3.6), CO₂ emissions 99-84 g/km. Swift range mpg (litres/100km) and CO₂ emissions (g/km): Urban 41.5-46.3 (6.8-6.1), Extra urban 57.6-64.2 (4.9-4.4), Combined
50.4-56.5 (5.6-5.0). CO₂ emissions 128--116g/km. Jimny range mpg (litres/100km) and CO₂ emissions (g/km): Urban 31.4-31.7 (9.0-8.9), Extra urban 44.8-47.1 (6.3-6.0), Combined 38.7-39.8 (7.3-7.1). CO₂ emissions 167--162g/km. Baleno range mpg (litres/100km) and CO₂ emissions (g/km): Urban 44.8-60.1
(6.3-4.7), Extra urban 68.8-78.4 (4.1)-(3.6), Combined 57.6-70.6 (4.9-4.0). CO₂ emissions 115-94g/km. S-Cross range mpg (litres/100km) and CO₂ emissions (g/km): Urban 39.7-61.4 (7.1-4.6), Extra urban 55.3-74.3 (5.1-3.8), Combined 47.8-68.9 (5.9-4.1). CO₂ emissions 135-108g/km. Vitara range mpg
(litres/100km) and CO₂ emissions (g/km): Urban 42.1-61.4 (6.7-4.6), Extra Urban 55.4-76.3 (5.1-3.7), Combined 49.5-70.6 (5.7-4.0), CO₂ emissions 131-106 g/km. The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results.
PCP Representative Example: Celerio 1.0 SZ2 5dr. 42monthly payments of £79, Optional Final payment £2,322, Cash price £6,999, Deposit £1,918, Total amount of credit £5,081, **Purchase fee £10 Total amount payable £8,032, Duration of agreement 43 months, APR 6.9% APR, Interest rate (fixed) 6.7%. 0% APR PCP Representative Example: Swift SZ3 3dr (with deposit). 42 monthly
payments £99, Optional Final payment £3,478, Cash price £10,749, Deposit £3,113, Total amount of credit £7,636, Total amount payable £10,749, Duration of agreement 43 months, APR 0.0% APR, Interest rate (fixed) 0.0%. PCP Representative Example: Jimny 1.3 SZ3, 42 monthly payments £195, Optional Final payment £4,123, Cash price £12,499, Deposit £1,970, Total amount of credit
£10,529, **Purchase fee £10, Total amount payable £14,283, Duration of agreement 43 months, Representative APR 6.9% APR, Interest rate (fixed) 6.7%. PCP Representative Example: Baleno 1.0 Boosterjet SZ-T 5dr (with deposit), 48 monthly payments £159, Optional Final payment £4,403, Cash price £12,999, Finance Deposit Allowance £1,000, Deposit £1,711, Total amount of credit
£10,288, **Purchase fee £10, Total amount payable £14,746, Duration of agreement 49 months, Representative APR 5.9% APR, Interest rate (fixed) 5.8%. PCP Representative Example: S-Cross SZ3 1.6 Petrol 2WD, 48 monthly payments £149, Optional Final payment £4,452, Cash price £13,999, Deposit Contribution £1,000, Deposit £3,100, Total amount of credit £9,899, **Purchase fee £10,
Total amount payable £15,704, Duration of agreement 49 months, APR 5.9% APR, Interest rate (fixed) 5.8%. PCP Representative Example; Vitara SZ4 5dr 1.6 Petrol, 48 monthly payments £165, Optional Final payment £5,616, Cash price £14,499, Deposit £2,028, Total amount of credit £12,471, **Purchase fee £10, Total amount payable £15,564, Duration of agreement 49 months, APR 2.9%
APR, Interest rate (fixed) 2.8%. ** Included in the Final repayment. 6000 miles per annum.

NU66REG
THENEWSUZUKI
RANGE FROMONLY SUZUKI SWIFT

AVAILABLE FROM

£8,999 OTR
● KEYLESS ENTRY
● 7 AIRBAGS
● 5-STAR NCAP RATING

Y SUZUKI CELERIO
AVAILABLE FROM

£6,999 OTR
● COMPACT 5 DOOR HATCHBACK
● EXTREMELY EFFICIENT 1.0-LITRE PETROL ENGINE
● CLASS LEADING LUGGAGE CAPACITY

SUZUKI JIMNY
AVAILABLE FROM

£12,499 OTR
● COMPACT HIGH-FUN 4x4
● HIGH GROUND CLEARANCE
● SELECTABLE 4-WHEEL DRIVE WITH LOW RATIO TRANSFER

SUZUKI S-CROSS
AVAILABLE FROM

£13,999 OTR
● ALLGRIP 4-WHEEL DRIVE SYSTEM, EASY TO DRIVE
● 5-STAR NCAP RATING
● AVAILABLE WITH 1.6 PETROL OR 1.6 DIESEL ENGINES

SUZUKI BALENO
AVAILABLE FROM

£12,999 OTR
● SATELLITE NAVIGATION AND AIR-CON AS STANDARD
● DAB DIGITAL RADIO
● GREAT FUEL EFFICIENCY

SUZUKI VITARA
AVAILABLE FROM

£14,499 OTR
● ALLGRIP 4-WHEEL DRIVE SYSTEM
● 5-STAR NCAP RATING
● AVAILABLE WITH 1.6 PETROL OR 1.6 DIESEL ENGINES

APR
REPRESENTATIVE0%

AVAILABLEWITH
NO DEPOSIT
ON SELECTEDMODELS£6999

*FROM

£79
PERMONTH

*FROM

£99
PERMONTH

*FROM

£195
PERMONTH

*FROM

£159
PERMONTH

*FROM

£149
PERMONTH

*FROM

£165
PERMONTH

Suzuki true
to principles
With the current generation ver-
sion of their Swift supermini,
Suzuki have stayed true to the
design principles that have long
served them in the small car
sector, low running costs, high
quality and a spacious cabin be-
ing the highlights.

For the latest model year, the design
gets minor visual tweaks, the option of
4WD and a five-door bodystyle alter-
native for the top Sport hot hatch.

Nearly all UK Swift customers choose
93bhp 1.2-litre petrol power in this car -
so many in fact that the old 1.3-litre DDiS
diesel unit has been discontinued. Thanks
to an advanced variable valve timing sys-
tem that controls the intake and exhaust
valves on each cylinder to optimise perfor-
mance, the green pump 1.2 is reassuring-
ly high-tech. Its useful output is a lot for a
1.2-litre engine, as is its 118Nm of torque.
The 0-62mph trial takes 12.3s and the top
speed is 103mph.

If you haven’t checked out this Swift for
some time but are familiar with the mod-
el, you might notice that the latest ver-
sions have been lately treated to a minor
wash and brush-up running to things like
a re-designed front bumper and grille and
silver detailing to the lower front bumper.
For added safety and style, a neater LED-

type high level brake lamp has been added.
Plus there’s a reasonable 204-litre boot.

The Vitara, Suzuki’s latest compact
crossover, aims to build a lot of talent into
four metres. With a choice of petrol or die-
sel, front or all-wheel drive and styling that’s
more assured than anything Suzuki has
brought us before, it looks to be a competi-
tive proposition.

The mechanicals are shared as they are
with the existing SX-4 S-Cross. So buyers
get to choose between either a 1.6-litre
petrol engine or a much preferable Fi-
at-sourced 118bhp 1.6 diesel, both being
offered in front or four-wheel drive guises.
The petrol engine is fitted with a five-speed
manual gearbox as standard, with an op-
tional CVT transmission also offered. Go
diesel and you get a six-speed manual
gearbox.

The short overhangs will help with
off-roading but ground clearance isn’t that
generous.

The ALLGRIP four-wheel- drive transmis-
sion features an electronically controlled
clutch pack, controlled by a four-position
switch on the centre console.

With tight proportions and a front end
that has more than a hint of current Land
Rover design about it, the Vitara is quite an
assured piece of design work. There’s also
a blacked-out floating glasshouse, heavily
sculpted flanks and a very neat tail-lamp
finish.

Buyers can also specify a rugged pack-
age which adds front and rear skidplates
as well as additional body side mouldings.

The quality of Suzuki cabins have im-
proved considerably in recent times and
you’ll find chrome around the Vitara’s
gearlever and door trims plus an analogue
clock.

It’s by no means a large vehicle, break-
ing the tape at just over four metres long,
but still features a a 375-litre boot. That’s
competitive with the majority of rivals.

l Check out both the Suzuki Swift and
Vitara ranges at Autosales Suzuki at the fol-
lowing locations:

Autosales Suzuki, Vulcan Road, Bilston
WV14 7JW. Tel: 01902 402233

Autosales Cannock, Progress Drive,
Bridgtown, Cannock WS11 OJE. Tel:
01543 431360

The design gets
minor visual
tweaks, the option
of 4WD and a
five-door bodystyle

Autosales Suzuki32
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The Brand New Hyundai Tucson

Arriving in the Brindley showrooms on 24th August

ORDERYOUR
NEW NOW65 PLATE

BRINDLEY HYUNDAI
, JA++I&&A0) E*G.3 ?-*& 8*&I3 %IFC 5G#)-A$D 54> >H@ =I+1 ><;< 6B7 BB4< ---1'GA&"+I(D(0&"*A2-IFC'G#)-A$D1$#10.
, 77 EI&& @#*"3 %#+/IGD*)!C#& %:; 9%% =I+1 ><B>; 6B>6<4 ---1'GA&"+I(D(0&"*A2-#+/IGD*)!C#&1$#10.

Brindley Hyundai

Aiming high with supermini
Priced between £10,995 and
£17,000, the second generation
Hyundai i20 is bigger, slicker and
a good deal better equipped to
take the fight to the top contend-
ers in the supermini sector.

Its predecessor won sales by play-
ing the value card. This time round,
Hyundai’s counting on quality carrying
it through.

Of all the cars in its line-up, the i20 has
traditionally been Hyundai’s most conserv-
atively-styled model. This latest generation
model is a handsome piece of penmanship
though. The front end looks cleaner and
wider, while the area around the C-pillar and
rear wheel arch has elements of Golf Mk5
about it, which is no bad thing.

The three-door coupe model has an even
more rakish appearance. The grille is differ-
ent as well, with a reverse hexagonal shape

inset into a more aggressive front bumper
assembly. It’s those bulging rear wheel arch-
es that are the key design flourish though.

The interior is really smart, with the design
maturity of a much bigger car. Interior space
has improved, with combined front and rear
legroom of 1892mm, a class-leading figure
and comparable with the space of some
cars from the class above. The wheelbase
is 45mm longer and additional legroom was
created in the front by raising the height of
the dashboard and moving the glovebox and
surrounding components forward.

Cargo capacity has also been enhanced,
making the vehicle one of the most accom-
modating in the segment. The boot volume
in the five-door variant has increased by
from 295-litres to a class-leading 326-litres.
The rear bench folds flat, meaning capacity
is boosted to 1042-litres with the rear seats
folded. The coupe has 326-litres.
l Until the arrival of this Tucson model,
priced between £18,695 and £32,342, Hyun-

dai’s idea of a Qashqai-style family cross-
over model was encapsulated by its ix35.
That car sold well but this new Tucson is
a leaner, meaner-looking contender that
might well catapult the Korean brand into
credible leadership contention

There’s a choice of a 132PS 1.6 GDi
petrol or a 116PS CRDi 1.7 diesel. Move a
little higher and you can upgrade to a tur-
bocharged 1.6 GDi with 177PS plus a 2.0
CRDi with either 136PS or 185PS. If you
want 4WD, then you’ll need the turbo pet-
rol or one of the 2.0-litre diesels.

With an imposing hexagonal grille and
sleek headlights, the Tucson is good look-
ing. The wheel arches are pulled back-
wards which, along with the rising window-
line and prominent creases in the flanks,
adds some athleticism to the side profile.

So, what do we have? The tough looks
of an SUV, the sensible practicality of a
fiveseater mini-MPV and the affordability
of a family hatchback. These are the facts
behind a Tucson model good enough to
attract many new buyers to the Hyundai
brand.

‘Cargo capacity has also
been enhanced, making
the vehicle one of the
most accommodating in
the segment’
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new car offers
used car deals

private and from the trade!
new car reviews & road tests

Follow us on Twitter @drivetimeES
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New Twingo offers something extra
RENAULT TWINGO GT,  £13,755

Vive le difference, as the French say, which 
may explain the reasoning behind Renault’s 
latest sporting model.

It’s a city car which – a real rarity – comes 
with an agile real-wheel driving experience 
and peppy performance for under £14,000.

The GT is the new flagship of the Twingo 
range, a model which stood out at its launch 
because it is a rear-engined, rear wheel drive 
mini car, sharing the same platform which 
Mercedes-Benz used for its smart forfour.

With so many competitors in the city car 
class, you need to be different if you want to 
be noticed and the Twingo succeeds in doing 
that.

The Twingo is a four seater with prices 
starting from £9, 545, and until now has been 
offered with either 70 or 90bhp versions of the 
998cc, three cylinder Tce engine. The proven 
Tce technology means a small capacity, turbo 
charged petrol engine – the turbo offering 
more power than conventional four cylinder 
rivals but, crucially, more torque too.

The new GT gets more of both – 110bhp and 
an impressive 170Nm of torque from a low 
2,000rpm. That means plenty of get up and 
go (0 to 62mph in 9.6 seconds), impressive 
overtaking ability and a quieter, more refined 
experience at cruising speeds. In essence, 
a true GT experience albeit in a smaller than 
usual package.

It’s pick-up in the 50 to 70 overtaking bracket 
is among the best in class, with its top gear 
pitched on the high side for cruising economy 
and refinement.

Add to that the feel and agility of a rear wheel 

drive car, and precise steering with maximum 
driver feedback, and even respectable fuel 
economy of 54.3mpg.

The £13,755 GT will be the ultimate Twingo – 
there isn’t going to be a Renaultsport version 
like the 133bhp which topped the previous, 
front wheel drive range.

That’s because it simply wasn’t possible 
to tweak any more power out of the engine 
which sits very snugly under the rear boot 
floor.

That may be a disappointment to some 
enthusiasts, but if it doesn’t have the outright 
performance the GT doesn’t have the more 
extreme Renaultsport suspension and ultra 
low profile tyres, so its ride is softer and more 
refined, particularly over some of our less 
well-maintained rural roads.

There’s also the issue of insurance costs for 
a car with so much appeal to the young (or 
indeed the young at heart).

Apart from the unique 17-inch alloys (which 
look good on this little car) one of the visual 
clues to the GT’s identity is the extra air intake 
scoop along the rear nerarside wheel, to feed 
more air into the engine. Not so obvious are 
features such as a modified turbocharger, 
the fuel pump, water pump and gear ratios 
specifically developed for the sporty Twingo, 
plus uprated springs and anti-roll bar and a 
lower ride height.

The engine is mounted particularly low 
compared to more conventional rivals which 
gives more stability, and even while tackling 
some wet and winding roads the GT never 
gave any indication of being tail heavy.

Indeed, it’s a nimble and well-balanced 
car and, as with all cars these days, it has an 
electronic stability control to help tame any 
wayward instincts which might occur.

The steering is, of course, power assisted 
but it still retains the feedback and more direct 
connection with the road than front wheel 
drive cars.

The electronic instrument display, a mix of 
analogic speedo and digital trip readings, is a 
model of clarity. The driver’s seat and steering 
wheel have a good range of adjustment, and 

headroom shouldn’t be a problem for even 
taller drivers. Leg room in the rear is adequate 
(depending on the size of those in front) 
and at least on a par with rival city cars. The 
standard of materials is high, including the 
part-leather upholstery, giving the GT a quality 
feel you’d expect of a flagship model.

The test car was fitted with a number of 
options including the £600 Techno Pack 
R-Link which effectively upgrades the in-car 
technology to mirror that of bigger, more 
expensive cars. Using the central colour 

touchscreen (which includes navigation and 
other information), it replaces the standard 
audio system with a reversing camera, 
Bluetooth, full multi-media connectivity, 
hands-free calls and voice control.

The Twingo GT isn’t the cheapest of city 
cars, but retains all the advantages of that 
class of vehicle around town while offering 
something extra. Rather a lot extra, in this 
case, with its nippy nature, long-distance 
driveability and refinement, as long as the 
comfort and equipment of a larger car.

The GT is the new flagship of the Twingo range. This impressive new Renault stands out from its competitors in the city car class.

ROAD TEST

By John Griffiths



Driveways & Patios

Double Glazing

Double Glazing

Fascias Soffits &
Guttering

Driveways

Gas Central Heating

Driveways & Patios

Gardening

Fencing

Electricians
Decorating

Carpentry

CarpentryBlinds & Curtains

Builders

MB electric

mbelectric.co.uk

01384 660398

07939 503905

All domestic and commercial

electrical works undertaken

Home rewiring from £800

For a high quality
local service call :

C ETHERIDGE
BUILDING SERVICES

• Extensions
• Alterations
• Roofing
• Landscaping
• Block paving
• General property

maintenance.
For a FREE quote call Chris

01384 635627
07989 738732

Over 35yrs
experience

JDC
Driveways

& Patios

Free quotation
No obligation

01384 466950 /
07944883248

www.jdclandscapes.co.uk

Tarmac, Block Paving,
Turf Laying, Gravelling,
Fencing, Drainage and

Pressure Cleaning

Cressage Paving
Specialists in:

Block Paving,Tarmacing,
Landscaping, Gravelling,

Patios, Forecourts,
Fencing and Driveways

All Groundwork undertaken

01384 944032
Mob: 07879 073702
www.cressage-group.co.uk

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION

Mini Digger &
Driver available

Doors, loft conversions, laminate
flooring, UPVC windows & doors

30 years experience
0121 602 1450
07885 417812

FREE
QUOTATIONS

MManuufacturers
& Innstaallerss oof

winnddoows, ddooors &&
ccoonsseervvatooriees

‘A’ Rated Windows as Standard
10 YEAR GUARANTEE

Pleasee seeee oour custommeer revviewss
on eeitthheer Hommeproo oor Whhicchh

SSSSttttaaaaaaaaattttiiiioooonnnnnnnn SSSSttttrrrreeeeeeeetttt, CCCCrrrraaaaddddlllleeeeyyyy HHHHeeeeaaaatttthhhh, BBBB66664444 6666AAAAJJJJ

01384 566100
www.blackcountryglazing.com

Est
1987

Misted Sealed Units?

Contact US for a FREE quote!
Black Country Glazing

EEnergyyg effe fifif cient winddn owwo s
thatta wwoow n’t ccosso tts tthht e earth“ ”

D.SHAW
CARPENTRYANDBUILDINGSERVICES

Stairs, Kitchens, Decking and
Fascias, Loft Conversions

For a FREE quote telephone
07812 125353
01384 412933

25 Years
eexperience
All aspects
oof carpentry

inc:

Block Paving and Tarmac
Drives • Paths • Patios
Slabbing • Red Tarmac
Car Parks
5 Year Guarantee
On All Work
Free Quotations and Advice

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190
www.discountdriveways.co.uk

DISCOUNT
DRIVEWAYS

JOHN MORRIS
Interior & Exterior

Decorating
Artexing & Coving

Over 35 years experience
FREE ESTIMATES

01384 349 375
07710 133 445

All Garden Work Undertaken
l Slabbing l Block Paving l Tree Felling

l Turfing l Garden Clearance
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards

All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken
Over 15 years experience (Public liability covered)

*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes

*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK
01384 213644 or 07733 226568

ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD

AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified,
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES

DRIVE BUILD

Telephone: Office:0121 667 5610
01562 2814912 / 01384 928 573

• Block Paving • Tarmacing
• Gravel • Fencing
• Landscaping
• Walls and Patios
• Jet Washing and Sealing

ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD
City and Guilds Streetworks Approved

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios
• Landscaping • Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing

• Fencing and Decking • Power Washing • 5 year guarantee
FREE estimate •15 years experience • Fully insured • Resinbond Drives.
01384 847115 | 0121 7692193 | 07448031419

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com

Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields,
Halesowen B63 2QB

7 year
guarantee on

all boilers
Direct Plumbing
Services

• Boiler replacements
• Boiler repairs
• All aspects of central heating
• No call out charge
• Gas fire installation and

all gas work
• Combi Boilers supplied and

fitted from £999.

Call Stephen on

07545 704363 Reg. No. 3063

Established 24 years
Gardening & Landscaping Services
Including: • TTrreeee LLoppiing • HHeddggee CCutting
• Lawwnn MMowing • Fencing & Slabbingg

• Low MMaaiintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleaarreed
FFUULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS

For Free Quote call:
07970 876 638 • 01384 569 148

www.ragardenservices.net

R.A. Garden Services

Also upgrade your existing double glazed units to Pilkington
Energikare, it will help to reduce the amount of heat lost

through your windows by up to 75%, lock, handles, hinges.

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999

energy efficient glazing
Reduce heat loss by up to 75%

MISTY UNITS REPLACED

WITH A 10 YEAR
GUARANTEE AND
FITTING SERVICE

AVAILABLE

Delph Glazed Units
Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA

Visit our new website
www.delphglazedunits.co.uk

Mobile: 07887 520599

WE HAVE A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER

01384 918383

BRADLEY
ELECTRICAL &
MAINTENANCE

Est 1987
All electrical work undertaken

Fully qualified & insured
Installation Condition Reports

No job too small
H FREE ESTIMATES H

Call Paul 01384 344589 or
07812 435833

www.bradleyelectrical.net

Blinds4Less
Choose From a fantastic range!

-Pleated -Venetians
-Romans -Curtains
-Verticals -Awnings
-Rollers -Shutters

New range of Chainless Verticals
and Night and Day Rollers
Give us a try before you buy!
Contact us on
01384 886162

and 07989 588728
Blinds4lessdirect.com

A.S.
Painter & Decorator

Call:
07730
477564

Interior & Exterior

FREE ESTIMATES

Cleanliness
Assured

Roberts
Guttering
Services

20% Discount
Local Specialists

Dry Verge Units Fitted
For All aspects of

cleaning & repair call
Robert for a

FREE quote on
07767869792
We Fit UPVC

Soffits & Fascias

Professional Tree Surgeon
All aspects of tree work undertaken

• CONTRACT TREE CLIMBER
• TREE REMOVAL
• CROWN REDUCTION
• STUMP GRINDING
• HEDGE TRIMMING
• GARDEN CLEARANCES
ALL WASTE REMOVED
NPTC QUALIFIED

SEDGLEY
TREE CARE

07746813358 or
01902 659 692
FOR A FREE QUOTE

LINDOPS
LANDSCAPES

All Landscape Work Undertaken
No Job Too Small or Too Big
FREE QUOTATIONS

All aspects of Tree Surgery,
Block Paving, Fencing, etc

Est. 25 Years
Ex. Botanical Gardener

0121-421 2858
07583 - 748872

10% OFF
valid until 31st

MARCH
2017

To advertise your business and reach more than 56,000 potential customers...
Call us on...

01384 399901
E-mail us at...

sue.jones@expressandstar.co.uk
Post to...

Sue Jones, Stourbridge Chronicle
3 Market Street, Stourbridge DY8 1AB

Local
Specialists

Local
Specialists

Our Specialist Section
offers you a wide range

of local businesses
and tradesman to deal
with your needs and

requirements.

Local
Specialists

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
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House Clearing

Plumbing & Heating

Roofing

Roofing

Tiling

Loft Ladders

The Loft Ladder Man
Loft Ladders
fitted from
New or enlarged hatches
T & G Flooring, Lighting
Call Luke on
07779 118807 o
01384 833025
lukejs248@gmail.com

Fully
Insured

£120
inclusive We will

beat
any like
for like
quote

es
g

r

m

like our
brand new
facebook
page @

theloftladderman

ELITE PLASTICS

For A Free Quote call
01384 468831 / 07985 575865
www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk

•FFasciias •SSofifitts •DDry VVerge
•Pointing •Gutter Cleaning And Repair
Premium Products Expertly Fitted
With Full Manufacture Guarantee.

BLACK COUNTRY
CLEARANCES

07486 403653 - 01384 591647
www.blackcountryclearances.co.uk

• Full and Part House
Clearances

• Furniture, Appliance
and Rubbish Removals

• Bereavement
Specialists

• Free Quote and
Friendly Advice

Combi Doc
Gas Safe registered 120506

Get your boiler serviced
and ready for winter

Special Offers
Now On!

Insulation, repairs and services on boilers,
fires and cookers

Install A band condensing boiler with
free wireless room stat from £1250

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience

07956 830204

Landlord
Gas Safety

Checks

Have you had
your boiler/fire

checked for Carbon
Monoxide??

l Gutters Cleaned From £15
l Small Repairs From £15
l Pointing Work From £15
SPECIAL OFFERS

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters,
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt
and Garage Roofs.
- Rubberised flat roofing
- Flat roof specialist
- Insurance work undertaken
- Est 25 years
- Discounted for OAPs
- Exterior Painting
FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE

Home: 01384 872276
Mobile: 07584 081228

WILL BEAT ANY
GENUINE QUOTE
WILL BEAT ANY
GENUINE QUOTE

ROOFING SERVICES
One of the Leading Roofing Companies

No Job too Small, No Job too Big

Quality
• uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering

• Tile Edging • Roofing

No Free
Gimmicks

Family
Business

Local
References
if required

All work
guaranteed
with HomePro
Insurance

& Fascias

Specialist removal
Replacing with
Modern low maintenance
Upvc Fascias and Soffits

Also
CONCRETE GUTTERING

Registered with

Membership
No. 554518

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill,
West Midlands DY5 2YD

Giving homeowners peace of mind
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE
AND QUOTATION
Freephone 0800 799 9413
Mob: 07906 724736
to speak to Mark

KEN PERRY
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing
and Immersion Heaters,

Multi Point Water Heaters,
Landlord’s Gas Certificates,

Boilers changed
Guild of Master Crafstmen

Gas Safe Registered

STOURBRIDGE 392284

Est. 2013
WithOver 20Yrs Experience.

DWTiling
Bathrooms&Kitchens

DarrenWhickenden
Mobile: 07933 009 278

Tel: 01384 379424
Email: d.w.tiling67@gmail.com

FREEQUOTES

Local
Specialists

Local Specialists
Buy Local, Sell Local

funeral directors

WOMBOURNE
FUNERAL SERVICES

Funeral Directors

Wombourne 01902 892635
Perton 01902 756830
Kinver 01384 873499

Wall Heath 01384 274222
wombournefuneralservices.co.uk

Monumental Masons
Memorials from £450

Wombourne & Kinver
Memorials

Pre-paid plans. 24hr call-out
Private Chapels of Rest

Funerals from £1,350
plus Disbursments

Wombourne
Funeral Services.

“We are very pleased
with the service
offered by the

Express & Star.
Our business and
advertising needs

are always well met.”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

A TRADITION
OF TRUST

Brierley Hill 01384 77098
Kingswinford 01384 296683

Hagley 01562 888041
www.nedowning.co.uk

J.T.
BROOKES

Independent
family run

Funeral Directors
24 hour service

lost & found

LOST MALE BLACK CAT
From St. Anne’s Road, Ford-
houses, last seen February 9.
Will the man who came to the
window the same night and
any further information

please ring
01902 788768.

LOST PASSPORT
I Karzan Latef Noori.

Passport number G170 9419.
Please telephone
07521 370000.

religious notices

christadelphian

GOD’S COMING KINGDOM The
blessings of God’s coming
Kingdom, March 19, at 6pm, The
Community Centre, High Street,
Kingswinford, Or write to The
Dawn (ref:KCE) 5 Station Road,
Carlton, Notts. NG4 3AT for free
information pack or ring 01384
886544 for recorded message.

1
Family

elderly &
disabled

ELECTRIC POWER CHAIR
Romantic Reno 11 electric
wheelchair, with captain seat,
purchased August 2016, only
used inside, excellent condi-
tion, charger and user manual.

£450 ono.
01384 373161.

PRO-RIDER C3 DELUXE Motor
scooter, maximum speed 6mph,
used only, once due to illness. £450
ono. 07724 084908.

TWO WHEELCHAIRS good condi-
tion, £45 each.

1902 679483.

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi-
tioned lifts from £799. New avail-
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617

jewellery &
watches

OMEGA SPEEDMASTER
MOON WATCH

2001, full box and papers, small
mark on glass otherwise very

good condition,
£2,450.

0121 5206534.

WANTED OLD GENTS
WRIST WATCHES

All makes and models.
Working or broken.

Telephone 07979 020256.

2
Leisure
Time

boats & water
sports

CANALBOAT 55FT Stern
cruiser,dinette layout, includes
fridge and freezer, full size gas
cooker, £39,000 ono.

01922 443287.

caravans /
motorhomes

We Want Your
Motorhome

Finance Cleared
Fast Secure Payment

Top Prices Paid
Please Call

AEG on 01384 848439 or
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk

KAMPA RALLY CLUB 260 porch
awning, 10ft x 8ft, brown and gold,
good condition, £80. 0121 293
3448.

LET US SELL YOUR CARAVAN/
Motorhome for you and get the best
possible price. Severn Valley
Leisure, DY8 4HP. 01384 390183

LUNAR 462

1998, two berth, model LX2000
with Powertouch Mover, plus

Towsure Porch Awning.

Ready to go.

Serviced June 2016.

£2,200

Phone 01902 893055.

OXYGEN SPEED X1 inflatable
awning with annexe, not 12 months
old, illness forces sale, carpet
included, £595. 07814 817506.

COSALT CARLTON Super, 28x12,
2 bedroom £9,000, decking & 2017
site fee included, insulated under-
neath. Call Mr Ayre 07809 607 535

caravans wanted

CARAVAN WANTED. Cash on pick
up asap. Caravan wanted.

Call me on 07717 090817.

WANTED POP TOP caravan,
Rapido.

01902 746031.

holidays

caravan parks

LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau-
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres
walking woodland £24,995 inc
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326.

what’s on

antique fairs

VINTAGE ANTIQUE / Collectables
Fair, Coven Memorial Hall WV9
5DL Sunday 19 March 10-3. Karen
01384 277373 / 07938 123040.

3
Home &
Services

carpets &
furnishings

COAL EFFECT electric fire, cream
marble hearth and back, mahogany
effect surround, £250 will separate.
0121 293 3448.

furniture

BEAUTIFUL GLASS top oval dining
kitchen table, 4 chairs, excellent
condition, £50. Telephone 07885
806100.

BED, wardrobe, chest of drawers,
solid wood, white, all matching,
£200. Genuine calls only. 01902
496149.

CLICK CLACK cream leather sofa
bed, never used as a bed only sat
on, new was £900, sell £100.

Telephone 01902 652817.

MEMORY FOAM mattress, double,
still wrapped, easycare, sell £150
ono. 07521 857432.

SINGLE DIVAN bed, with head-
board, as new, never used, £35.

07885 806100.

TABLE AND FOUR CHAIRS
dark wood with matching corner

cabinet.
£200.

Light oak bookcase with
storage at bottom.

£200.
07814 276521.

THREE-PIECE SUITE, footstool,
excellent, top grade Italian leather,
cream, £279 ono. 01384 287461.

items for sale

MODEL PLANES, x10 plus 4 sets of
radio controls.

£350 o.n.o.
07857 893607.

QUALCAST 1200 mower, used
once, £35. Panasonic microwave
oven, £50. Indesit worktop dish-
washer £50. 01902 703528.

ROYAL ALBERT old country roses
coffee set, unused £45, and four
seasons set of plates, new
condition, £25. 07548 684497.

items wanted

ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE
CASH PAID TODAY

No amount is too small
A GENUINE LADY BUYER

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft
•Lladro • Old coins

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings

• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING

01922 495066 or 07971 783206

A BEST CASH PRICE

FOR ALL RAILWAY
COLLECTIONS

Any gauge or age
Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/
any live steam. Also Die Cast,

Corgi, Dinky, Spot On.
01384 836219 / 07891 713547

thetrainmaster67@
hotmail.com

AUTO MEMORABILIA
WANTED

ALSO

GARAGE CLEARANCES

old enamel signs,

petrol cans,

old jugs,

classic car parts,

bikes and motorbikes.

Anything old.

** Top prices paid **

01384 836219 / 07891 713547

FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES
Tickets and other spor ts

memorabilia.
Top pr ices paid for the

right item.
Call Paul on 01543 251743.

READERS ARE ADVISED to care-
fully consider all of their options
before agreeing to the sale of any of
their items.

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus
any Spectrum 128k +2 computer
wanted also any old Crash maga-
zines wanted. 01902 892918.

WANTED
J40 Pedal car, Auto cycle,
Sinclair C5, Vintage vending
machines, anything old, Old fire

arms.
01384 484309 or 07930

949337.

kitchens &
bathrooms

WHITE BATH Mixer taps, electric
shower for wall, glass, folding
shower screen, as new genuine
reason for sale £95 01922 445236

service

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST
Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc,
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted.
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days.
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251.

Bill - TV Link

“TV Link are really
pleased with their

response from
their Classified

Campaign’’

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
DELIVERS
RESULTS
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IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY
For items upto £250.

Online at
bookanad.

expressandstar.co.uk

01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk

4
Pets & 

Animals

sales

SAMSUNG 65INScurved  TV, 4K.
Samsung Bluray 4K, still boxed, will
PX with car, cost £2,600, sell
£1,650. 07572 348364

32INS FLAT SCREEN TV, Sanyo, 2
years old, Freeview built in, £70.
Also TV stand, £15.

SOLD.

aerials

Steve -
AA Digital Aerials

“I am very pleased
with the response

I get from my
Classified

Advertising
Contract”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST
CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount,
free quote/any area. 07850 330251

AA DIGITAL 
AERIALS

SATELLITE & CCTV
AERIALS FITTED FROM £75

Work Guaranteed

01902 858191 
01384 429166
01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857

✂

✂

alarms/security

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs
 12 Months Warranty

 All areas covered  
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791
carpet & upholstery

cleaning

Steve -  Brill Clean.

“I am very
pleased with
my Classified
Advertising
Campaign”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
DELIVERS
RESULTS

building services

DAVIES & SON BUILDERS
Over 35 years experience in the industry

All aspects of building work including:
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 

driveways & landscaping.
Discounts offered.

01902 579592 / 07837 994465

electrical
services

STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL
Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc.
All domestic and commercial work.
07786 858977/01902 846167.

fencing

SPECIAL OFFER
10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts,

gravel boards £695
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted.

0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm
Sat 8am - 12noon
83 Portway Rd, W’bury
www.portwayfencing.co.uk

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

gardening
services

Fencing Decking Slabing
Turfing

(07956) 584523
GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per

garden. 25 years experience. Call
01902 713106 / 07813 184086.

gas fitting

READERS ARE ADVISED
To check that anyone 

carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered.

It is an offence under the Gas
Safety (Installation and Use)
Regulations 1998 to carry out
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register.

house clearances

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid
for house clearances and bereave-
ments. Also removals undertaken.
07852 172641 / 07710 360327

ABSOLUTELY
ANYTHING
CLEARED
FULL OR PART

GARAGES / SHEDS,
RUBBISH REMOVED

WASTE LICENCE
01384 486456 /
07711661135

painters /
decorators

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING
service by RC Decorating. Free
competitive quotes: 07773 025880.

LOVE 2WALLPAPER

plastering

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING
Services. Home/Garden Improve-
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897

skip hire

BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH!
No Skips, we load, fast friendly
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359.

ONE STOP ROOFING

Family Business est 30 Years

0800 0855277 or 07538471274

TheFlatRoofingSpecialists
Specialising in: Felt, Fibreglass
&Tiling,Repointing&Chimney
Repairs, Fascias andGuttering.
All repairworkundertaken

FOR1MONTHONLY
GETYOURFLATROOF

REPLACEDWITHFIBREGLASS
FORTHESAMEPRICEASAFELT

ROOF&GUARANTEED
FOR25YEARS

(Felt only 10 year guarantee)

roofing

A BAD LEAKING ROOF
All Roofing Work

Undertaken.
NO JOB TOO SMALL
H. Robinson & Son
07738 976025

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call
01902 238989 / 07580 465449.

removals

A & M CHEAP
REMOVALS

Local
Careful Firm

Full or Part loads
Call Don:

07749 941319
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your

Removal needs. 07429 453209/
01902 830870 / 01384 940260.

CALL IAN. Man with a large van.
No job too small, no distance too
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535.

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN,
Removals, clearances, large/small.
01902 701943, 07899 635852.

KT HOUSE REMOVALS
12 years experience.

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS.
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED.

Free Quotes - Call Ric on:

07771 727119

KINGSWINFORD
REMOVALS

AND HOUSE
CLEARANCES

We move anything.
Professional service,
45 years’ experience,
DFS approved and we
take the stress away.

Please call:
07966 281957

equestrian
corner

ALL READERS are advised to
check if Horses have the required
Passport information.

FOUR WHEEL dray, as new, size
13.2 to 14.2, can deliver, £475.
07761 379384.

pets corner

NOTICE TO READERS
Please be aware that when

purchasing a puppy there are
some simple guidelines you can
follow to ensure that you are not
purchasing from a Puppy 

Farmer:
1. Try to ensure you visit the
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother.
2. Do not arrange to collect a
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder.
3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree.
Whi ls t  Mid land News
Association publications take
great care to avoid publication
of advertisements from Puppy
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers
purchase from this kind of 

establishment.

GREYHOUNDS MAKE
WONDERFUL PETS

All neutered, innoculated
and microchipped.
Call 01922 412212 or

www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk

RGT Wolverhampton
@RGTWolves

AMERICAN COCKER Spaniels, 2
dogs, 3 bitches, very loving and
cute, ready to go now, vaccinated,
microchipped and wormed, Mom
and Dad can be seen. £450. 

Telephone 07974 749908.

KIND HOMES WANTED
WINSTON - handsome Lab / 

Cocker Spaniel 2 years old.
DAVE - 2 year Bull Dog loves 

children and dogs.
BLUE - 11 months old Border 

Collie girl.
ANDY AND MISTY - 2 male 18
month old Chihuahuas, cream 

coloured.
MARLEY - 2 year old Border 

Collie cross lab.
MOLLY - 3 year old cross
breed, plain jane but lovely 

natured.
01588 676106.

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk

ROSIE Good home wanted for 6 year
old female Shih-Tzu, genuine
reason for rehome, £130. Please
call for more info 07882 657358.

5
Business & 

Farming
business

opportunities
READERS are    recommended to
take  appropriate  professional
advice  before  entering any     obli-
gations.

plant, machinery & tools

guns & dogs

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS
Advertisers must ensure that
they meet all necessary legal
requirements for owning and 

using guns.

7
Jobs

employment
wanted

EXPERIENCED BRICKLAYER
requires work.

07341 021774.

VERY EXPERIENCED 7.5
TONNE DRIVER 

with CPC seeks any work, full or
part time or casual. Curtains, 

flats, skips etc 
01922 516528.

courses

Learn how to take blood
TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

Introduction to Phlebotomy
NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED

HIGH DEMAND IN:  Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD

More info
or to book:

BIRMINGHAM: 21-22 JUNE
WOLVERHAMPTON: 15-16 JULY & 16-17 SEPT.

TELFORD: 20-21 MAY & 23-24 OCTOBER

Accredited

geopacewww. .com

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification

8
Motoring

cars under £1500

ADVERTISERS ARE
REMINDED

that the Business Advertise-
ments (Disclosure) Order of
1977 requires that advertise-
ments must  c lear ly
differentiate between Private 

and Trade.

FIAT PANDA 1248CC
04,  MoT August ,  e lect r ic
windows, central locking, air
con,  sunroof ,  78k,  good 

condition.
£1,040 ono.

07453 046600.

FORD FOCUS
GHIA ESTATE

2000,
5Dr,
red,

MoT end of May.
£575 o.n.o.

More details on
01384 240744.

FORD KA 1.3

2001, 3dr, red, 54,000 miles, 6
months MoT, PAS, CD player, 
used daily, very good condition.

£480 o.n.o.

07512 124893.

FORD KA STREET
Luxury cabriolet convertible,
2003, blue, MoT October,

economical and reliable.

£850.
07462 766144.

HYUNDAI GETZ
5 door hatchback. Manual. 55
reg. 11 months MoT. Good little 
car. 1493cc diesel, colour red. 

£450 ono.
01902 250100.

MINI COOPER
53 reg., red and white,

half leather, 
MoT till September,

just had a new clutch.
Excellent condition,

£1,250.
07885 772238.

MINI ONE

03 reg, full MoT, FSH, 

1 owner, 

excellent condition, 

black

£1,200. o.n.o.

01384 440258.

NISSAN ALMERA 1.5 
2002, long MoT.

excellent condition.
PAS, central locking, 

electric windows, CD / MP3 
player, Air con.

Good reliable car.
£395 ono.

07831 168258.

NISSAN MICRA 1.3
1998, 49,950 miles, 6 months
MoT, central locking, sunroof,
alloys, CD, good condition, 

ideal first car. 
£400.

01384 232586.

PEUGEOT 106
5dr, 2002, 52 reg.,
one former keeper,

65,000 miles,
excellent condition,

MoT November, PAS.
£725 ono

07923 132859.

PEUGEOT 407

2004, 2 litre, petrol, 73,000
miles, fsh, 2 owners from

new. Six months MoT.

Good condition.

£850 ono.

Telephone 07968 289030
(Dudley).

RENAULT CLIO
2001, 1149cc,
petrol, green,

MoT till October 2017,
good runner, no rot.

£300
01902 590989 /
07456 426674.

SUZUKI LIANA
1600cc, 2002, silver, 5dr hatch-
back, petrol, lady owner the last
2 years, reliable car, new
battery, approximately 75,000 

miles.
radio / CD player, MoT till Sep-
              tember 2017, 
only £395 ono for quick sale.

07928 679949 or
07528 072920.

SUZUKI WAGON R+ GL

Y reg, 12 months MoT, 30,000 
miles, two owners, 

£550 ono. 

01384 560037.

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.6
CLUB

2005, silver,
5dr hatchback,

petrol, MoT October 2017,
109,000 miles, 
good runner.

£800
07812 372186.

cars over £1500

BMW  320D TOURING 

Auto, 2009, Le Mans blue, tan 
leather, 117k, FSH,

nav bluetooth   

£6,295 ono

07957497988

CITOREN C1

11 reg

Low mileage

MoT, group 1 insurance.

Excellent condition.

£1,895.

07432 010478.

FIAT PANDA ACTIVE 1.1
2008, 50,000 miles,

one owner,
full service history,
12 months MoT.
no advisories, 

excellent condition.
£1,650.

07977 939497.
MAZDA2 TAMURA 2013 32,000

miles, Black, A/C, FSH, Alarm,
MOT, Central locking, 1 owner,
Tax, Stereo/CD£5,500 07811
312039

MERCEDES A150SE CLASSIC,
2008, 41,000 miles, silver, fsh,
alarm, MoT, one owner, pas, excel-
lent condit ion, Kingswinford.
£4,000. 07941 945660.

MERCEDES COMPRESSOR
CLC 1800CC

2009, 39,000 miles, 2dr, coup,
silver, long MoT, alloys, leather
interior, petrol with panoramic 

sunroof, lady owner, , 
£6,995.

07976 841809.

PEUGEOT PARTNER
2010, 7,500 miles, red, wheel-
        chair access vehicle. 

£4,500.
01526 754127.

RANGE ROVER VOGUE
3.0 DIESEL

54 plate, full MOT,
service history,
good condition,

genuine reason for sale.
£6,000 ono

07903 177567.

RENAULT MEGAN 
EXPRESSION

1.6, 2009, manual, petrol.
only 27,000 miles,

cam belt replaced, grey, 
5-dr hatchback.

Immaculate condition.
£3,750.

07886 930209.

RENAULT SCENIC 1.6

2010, 20,000 miles, black, elec-
tric windows, air con, fsh, full
MoT, central locking, pas, CD,
navigation system, 4 new tyres 

and rear pads. 

£5,650 ono.

01902 782243.

SAAB 93 SPORTS
2007, 98,000 Miles, beige,
diesel service history,half 
leather seats,mot,fully loaded , 

£2,200 
07531842567

SKODA YETI
2.0TDi, with spare wheel,

silver, 8,800 miles, 
11 months old, 

reason for sale is 
bereavement.

£14,950.
01547 530161. 07765 194970.
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VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi
2011, 3 door, 33000, FSH, 2
owners. 12 months MOT,

excellent condition.
£3,750

Phone kingswinford 01384 
402023 or 07775 752851

VAUXHALL ZAFIA
2009, less than 60,000 miles,
grey, MoT until Oct 2017 and
safety checks all upto date,
good reason for sale, 4 new 

tyres, paid £4,500.  
£2,999 ono.

07527 075956.

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 7
SEATER SRi DIESEL

06 reg., very clean throughout,

EW, AC, Trip meter,

MoT Dec 18th.

£1,800 ono

07730 596969.

classic cars

WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private
cash buyer.Instant cash settle-
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797.

commercial
vehicles

PEUGEOT PARTNER VAN
1.6 DIESEL S

5 doors, 2011, 116,000 miles,
white. 12 months MoT. 2 

owners, good condition.

£3,200 ono.

07825 937979.

motorbikes

BIKERS BOOTS Gloves, body
armour, waterproofs etc, offers.
01902 753389,

MOTORBIKE TRAILER made by
Roman Trailers, Bath, very good
condition, £250 open to any offer.
01384 594803.

1904 H.A. DUFAUX 11/4hp cycle
engine.

SOLD.

scrap vehicles

OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded
that it is an offence under the Scrap
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy
scrap cars/metal for cash.

A BETTER PRICE
for scrap or damaged cars and
commercials. Spares for sale.

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE
DISMANTLERS LTD

Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or
70553.  Evenings 75397.

DY5 3JZ.

vehicles wanted

Used cars wanted for cash
Top prices paid. HP settled.

Buyer could call.
01562 711083 /
07831 245313

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best
price for your unwanted cars/vans.
07903 549849, buyer will call.

clutches / brakes
/ gearboxes

A CLUTCH 
CHANGE MOBILE

30 yrs experience 
ALL AREAS COVERED

Call Bob 
01384 251328  
07972 169554 

anytime

For Example: 
Citroen C1, C2, C3

Hyundai 110, Toyota Yaris
Clios & Micras

Ring for quotes on others!

9
Local 

Information

LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES
For  convenience you
may fax any adver t is ing

requirements to
Marie Hogg on
01902 713146

or email marie.hogg@
expressandstar.co.uk

( remember to  inc lude a
name/contact  number for 

confirmation of receipt)

public & legal notices

STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE)(ENGLAND)

ORDER 2015 - ARTICLE 15 (3)
Application Number: SS.17/01/629 W

Severn Trent Water Limited application to Installation of Motor Control
Cabinet (MCC) Kiosk and Polymer Dosing Kiosk at Roundhill Sewage
Treatment Works and the proposed development may not accord with the
provisions of the development plan in force in the area in which the land
to which the application relates as the land lies within the Green Belt.

Members of the public may view the submitted application, plans
and other documents via the Staffordshire Planning web page www.
staffordshire.gov.uk/planning (‘Find a current application’). Anyone who
wishes to make representations about this application should do so no
later than 6 April 2017 by commenting on-line via the Staffordshire
Planning web page; by emailing to planning@staffordshire.gov.uk; or, by
writing to Planning, Policy & Development Control, Staffordshire County
Council, c/o 2 Staffordshire Place, Tipping Street, Stafford, ST16 2DH.
Please note: all comments and representations received in writing will be
taken into account and are open to be read by all.

Signed: Darryl Eyers on behalf of Staffordshire County Council

Date: 16 March 2017
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Personals

personal

AN ATTRACTIVE, LONELY,
65 YEAR OLD FEMALE

would like to meet an attractive
male, 65-68 for friendship and 

outings, maybe more.

Genuine replies only please.

Box Number P20727,

Express and Star,

Queen Street,

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.

RETIRED GUY

WLTM slimish non smoking
lady who is looking for a little 

TLC.

Box Number P20731 ,

Express and Star,

Queen Street,

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.

WIDOWER, YOUNG 73

solvent, own house, eye sight
problem, seeks lovely, sweet 

lady.

Dudley and surrounding areas.

Box Number P20725,

Express and Star,

Queen Street,

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.

sports clubs

BRIERLEY HILL BULLETS

Charter Standard Club

Players needed for Under 11s 
team. 

Contact Tim: 07847 253889

Tony: 07977 308183

WITHYMOOR COLTS
Charter Standard Community 

Status Club.
Al l  Managers min imum
FA Level 1 and CRC Checked.

UNDER 16s GIRLS
are looking for Forward & 
Mid Field Players, current 

school year 11, 
Call Sean 07935 464079. 

WOMENS OPEN AGE 
FOOTBALL TEAM

Require experienced players,
all positions considered to 
strengthen and exisiting team.

Dudley/Kingswinford area.
Please contact 

Ian 07896 154216 or 
Sean 07794 274305.

general

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

BURIAL PLOT Danescour t 
Cemetery. £1000.

07974 069413.

LOOKING FOR MY SON

Mr A Lewis

Last seen Wolverhampton

Please get in touch.

Box Number P20726,

Express and Star,

Queen Street,

Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES.

6
Property

overseas
property

NOTICE TO READERS
Readers are advised to seek

independent legal advice before
entering into any financial commit-
ments.

properties wanted

CASH NOWCASH NOW wolverhampton
properties

We can
buy your

house in

FOR YOUR
HOUSE 2days0800 389 67880800 389 6788
01902 628047

• Legal Fees Paid
• No Fees
• Any Condition

• Guaranteed Offer
• Repossessions

Stopped

Lines open 24 hours a day 7 days a week Terms applicable

WE PAY 100% of purchase price

Sell your HOUSE - SIMPLE
You agree the price, we buy the house.
● NO AGENTS FEES
● FREE SOLICITORS

● COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU
● ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION

EVERY TIME!

BLACK
COUNTRY
HOMES

30yrs

0800 999 999 6
or 01384 500 500 24/7 www.black-countryhomes.co.uk

Telephone

07756 022973
24-7 0800 085 7499
24-7 0121 308 7786

01902 628 047

* subject to terms

* subject to terms

* subject
to terms

Call free
24 hours0800 044 8109 01922 689023

*Terms
may apply

GUARANTEED

0800 783 2822
01384 226086

Need to sell your 
home fast?
We can help you 
make a fresh start

ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE
LOCAL COMPANY

you can clear your debts  
and make a fresh start

WHY NOT CALL US TODAY
for an informal, friendly and confidential chat?

01384 930 978 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7

  
 

Purchase Agreed Within

7 DAYS

 |  

“We have been advertising
in the Express & Star

and Chronicles for over
20 years and consider it a
key part of our business

with the regular flow
of calls, which our

advertising generates.”
Black Country Homes

BLACK
COUNTRY
HOMES

For great business results call

01902 319 191

Home Cash Buyer
Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish
£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££

Houses / Land Required
Ring Paul  24/7 Local 07870 341 089

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154
Walsall & Cannock area: Call  01922 432049

Wolverhampton: Call 01902  489901
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk

Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer

“I am really pleased with
the response

I get from my Classified
Advertising!”

For great business results call

01902 319 191

accommodation
to let

NOTICE TO READERS It is an
offence under the Accommodation
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency
to charge a fee simply for the regis-
tration of your requirements and/or
supplying particulars of premises to
let.

BEDSIT self contained room with
kitchen, unfurnished, suit single
working mature person, Penn Road
area, Refs req. 07486 379419.

RECENTLY REFURBISHED 1 and
2 bed flats, Halesowen, close to
Merry Hill, DSS welcome. Call
01562 885668 or 07831 200692.

ROOMS, Brierley Hill, great decor
and size, from £70pw including
bills. 07932 085127.

TWO-BED HOUSE Top end of
Deans Rd, nr Bentley Bridge, mod-
ernised, excellent. £500pcm. Refs
req. DSS accepted. Available
immediately. 07392 706110.

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY
For items upto £250.

Online at
www.expressandstar.com

/bookanad

If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only
one place to go – Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star.
Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle
offers the best football coverage around. With expert analysis from star
pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well as graphics of the key moments,
tables and stats, make sure you get your copy.
A real football read for real football fans.

to advertise in final whistle call our 
experienced sales team on 01902 31 31 31

the only read
for real fans
every monday

An Express & Star supplement

the only readthe only read
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EVERYONE knows Wolves are the main 
football team in Wolverhampton. But did 
you know there is another football team 
in the city, also named after Wolves, and 
play in gold and black as well?

But this team doesn’t play with 11 players on 
the pitch, or in the English football pyramid for 
that matter. Instead they go by the rules of Aus-
tralian football, where you can pass with your 
fists and tackle someone off the ball. 

Introducing Wolverhampton Wolverines Australian 
Football Club, who for the last eight years have been 
representing the city in the Antipodean version of the 
sport, which is ‘rougher and tougher’. 

Here they field nine players on rugby pitches where 
they have to score between four posts instead of two.

The team was founded in 2009 by PE teacher Ian 
Mitchell from Codsall and in that time the team’s pop-
ularity has continually grown.

Charity
Wolverines play in the Australian Football League 

Central and Northern England division, and last 
year came close to winning it. They are currently in 
pre-season and soon will host a charity shield compe-
tition in aid of Balls to Cancer, where teams from all 
over the country will come to the Black Country to 
compete.

AFL Football has been described as a mix of sports 
by Mitchell, as it combines styles from English foot-
ball, rugby and basketball.

“It is a lot rougher than football or rugby,” he said. 
“You are allowed to knock people out the way and 
tackle people off the ball to within five metres,” he 
said. “It combines a variety of sports, there are ele-
ments of basketball, rugby and football. There are also 
a wide variety of strengths that are useful to have in 
the game.

“In midfield it helps to have tall and short players. 
Tall players help to catch the ball and pass it to their 
team at the start of the match, which is kicked off 
with the ball being thrown in the air. But small play-
ers are quick and able to find space to run with the 
ball.”

There is no goalkeeper in AFL, but there are de-
fenders, midfielders and attackers. Traditionally the 

sport is played as 18-a-side in Australia, Ian said, but 
because it is a ‘minority sport’ here, he says it would 
be hard to field that many players at the moment. 

He set up Wolverines following a trip to Australia in 
2006, after he had finished his university education.

During his year-long journey, where he travelled 
with friends from Melbourne to the East Coast and 
West Coast, he developed a passion for the game.

“I found I wasn’t enjoying playing football any-
more,” said Ian. “I was watching a lot in Australia 
and also played a bit there.”

When he came back to the West Midlands, Ian 
joined an AFL team in Birmingham before setting up 
Wolverhampton Wolverines.

Since then he says there have been around 70 dif-
ferent players who have come through the team, with 
some going on to represent Great Britain at interna-
tional level.

“Last season several of our senior men became 
European champions with the Great Britain Bull-
dogs and one of our girls did the same with the Great 
Britain Swans,” said Ian. “This season several of the 
senior men are hoping to be selected to go down to 
Australia in August to represent Great Britain in the 
International Cup.”

He said the club was now focusing on producing 
women’s and junior teams. The club used to play their 
home games at Wolverhampton and Willenhall Rugby 
Club but now they are based at Bloxwich Rugby.

Wolverines compete in the AFL England’s Central 
and Northern League, where they compete against 
Birmingham, Nottingham, Sheffield, Manchester, 
Huddersfield, Merseyside and Tyne Tees.

Aussie rules in a game
where going is tough

Lewis Gedney and Cameron Cope, who play for Great Britain Bulldogs, with Sophie Morris who plays for GB Vixens Wolverhampton Wolverines practise hard on the training pitch

Contact is not a problem in the Aussie game

SPORTING FEATURE
By Jamie Brassington

“It is a lot rougher than foot-
ball or rugby. There are a wide 
variety of strengths that are 
useful to have in the game”

‘SUPER’ Bob Taylor, ‘Big Dave’ Darren Moore and ‘Great Escape’ hero 
Geoff Horsfield are among a strong Baggies line-up for a charity game in 
aid of Mary Stevens Hospice next month.

Former skipper Moore has been putting the Albion XI together to com-
pete against a team of Stourbridge legends on Sunday, April 2 at the War 
Memorial Athletic Ground at Amblecote.

Also joining the Baggies line-up are Scotland international Nigel Quashie, 
Wales striker Andy Johnson, Ian Hamilton, keeper Jonathan Gould, father 
to Glassboys’ current no 1 Matt, ex-Coventry and Blues frontman Dele 
Adebola, Danish shot-stopper Brian Jensen, Daryl Burgess and Paul Pe-
schisolido.

Sponsorship opportunities for local businesses and for children to be mas-
cots on the day are available. Call Amanda Bowen on 01384 377778.

The game will kick off at 2.30pm, with entry into the ground at £5 for 
adults aged 16 plus, and free for under-16s. The game will be preceded by 
a big family fun day from 1pm.

The debut event in April 2016 raised almost £15,000 and ended 1-1, with 
Bob Taylor and Damian Whitcombe on target in front of more than 2,000.

BLACK Country triathletes contended with low temperatures, wind and 
rain, as well as competitive fields as the spring duathlon season in the UK 
got under way.

Paul Rogers travelled to Cheshire to compete in the standard distance 
ITU World Championship Qualifier at Oulton Park which consisted of 
an 8.6km run, a 38.8km bike followed by a 4.3km run. He came home in 
1:57:09, 38th overall and third in the MV50 age group.

The Mallory Park Racing Circuit in Leicestershire was the venue of 
choice for three of the junior male BCT athletes who competed in the GoTri 
Duathlon consisting of a 3km run, 11km bike and a 2km run. Despite the 
awful conditions all put in a sterling performance with Reece Ashfield fin-
ishing fourth place in 39:21, Ollie Mason came 12th in 45:27 and Ollie 
Evans 24th in 50:09.

Noah Sandland, from BCT’s junior section, was the only club competitor 
racing in the Burntwood Aquathlon, but claimed a bronze medal for his 
third-place finish for his age group, completing a 400m swim in 5:58, fol-
lowed by a 3k run in 15:31 giving an overall race time of 21:29. The BCT 
Aquathlon which is on Saturday March 25 at Wombourne Leisure Centre.

WOLLASTON Lawn Tennis Club has signed in a new chairman. 
Retired headteacher Alan Hughes has taken over the role following the 

club’s AGM.
Hughes, who has been a playing member at the Wollaston Club for the 

last eight years, and has been the men’s team captain for the past two sea-
sons, takes on the role from lifetime member John Cutler.

Hughes said Cutler had been chairman through an exciting and busy 
period for the club. He said: “The club is in a very strong position with a 
hard working voluntary committee that has overseen the refurbishment 
of the clubhouse, four courts and a re-surfaced entrance to the premises.

“By next spring the club is hoping to have completed further substantial 
investment in the refurbishment of the remaining four courts with new 
high lighting.”

The Prestwood Drive club boasts excellent facilities and provides an 
array of competitive team tennis, social tennis for all abilities as well as ex-
cellent opportunities for junior development. Hughes added: “Membership 
is thriving but there is always room for people of all ages and abilities.”

Tennis club serves 
up new chairman

BCT’s Sandland picks
up aquathlon bronze

Baggies heroes line
up for charity clash

Practice is all important before a fixture
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01384 374666
Opening Hours: 11am to 11pm Sunday-Thursday

11am to Midnight Friday and Saturday
Stourbridge Industrial Estate,
Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge DY8 1JN

Riders to get 
on track for
new season
CRADLEY riders are preparing for a 
busy few days as they take to the track 
for the new season.

The team will be put through their 
paces at practice sessions before head-
ing to Birmingham for an opening night 
challenge match against the reigning 
champions next Wednesday.

Fans are reminded they can see the 
team at Monmore next Monday night 
when they join up with Wolverhampton 
for their press and practice night. Hea-
thens are expected on track from around 
7pm. Admission is available from 6.30 by 
donation, minimum £1, to charity.

Before then the riders will be together 
at Scunthorpe’s Eddie Wright Raceway 
on Saturday afternoon.

Boss Will Pottinger said: “It’s a big 
few days for the lads and everyone is 
looking forward to it.

“We had a great night at Cradley 
Heath Liberal Club last Friday when we 
got together and the lads were amazed 
by the turnout with a packed crowd to 
meet the riders.

“We’re grateful to Scunthorpe to ac-
commodate us on Saturday and we’ve 
asked some of our former riders to come 
along, Ash Morris will be there but Max 
Clegg, Paul Starke and Stevie Worrall 
are otherwise engaged.

“Then we’re at Wolverhampton on 
Monday and that will be the first chance 
for our supporters to come along and 
see the lads. We’re looking forward to 
that and, as always, thanks to Chris Van 
Straaten and Peter Adams at Wolves for 
having us.

“It will be a good workout for the lads 
at Birmingham next Wednesday, we’re 
going there with a positive attitude – but 
it will also be good for us to get some laps 
around there before our opening Na-
tional League meeting with King’s Lynn 
at Perry Barr the following week.

“Some of the lads have had individual 
practice sessions, Danny Ayres was back 
on a bike for the first time in six months 
at the weekend, but it will be good to get 
us all together.”

The club have also confirmed Gra-
ham Jones will once again be on board 
as coach/technical adviser to assist Pot-
tinger on race nights.

Heathens have also sent their good 
wishes to Wolverhampton legend Peter 
Karlsson, a track specialist at the old 
Dudley Wood Stadium, for his farewell 
meeting at Monmore this Sunday.

Trophy-winning trio mix it with stars
STARS of the motorbike world were on hand to 
present some of the region’s finest club racers 
with their championship trophies.

The Moat House Hotel, Stoke-on-Trent staged 
The Stars at Darley and Club Championship Pres-
entation of Awards and Annual Dinner.

Staffordshire’s Lloyd Shelley and Andrew 
Lowe, and the Black Country’s Neil Lloyd claimed 
their first, second and third place awards.

Trophies were presented by Ben and Tom Bir-
chall, last year’s World F2 Sidecar Champions, 
Brierley Hill’s Michael Rutter, a multiple Stars 
at Darley winner, and last year’s Stars at Dar-

Stourbridge 23 Caldy 29

LUKE White coolly kicked a 
conversion in the last act of 
the game to earn Stourbridge 
a losing bonus in a much-im-
proved performance.

League leaders Caldy were obliged to work 
hard for their victory in front of hordes of their 
junior members who had played curtain-raiser 
fixtures against their Stour counterparts.

The start was hardly auspicious, Caldy centre 
Jack Lavin carving a huge hole in the Stour de-
fences before a fluffed short-range lineout gifted 
a try to no.8 Josiah Dickinson. Stour’s defences 
shipped a couple of penalties then Lavin miscued 
his kick at goal.

Another penalty shipped in their 22 drew a 
lecture for captain Ciaran Moore and a kick to 
the corner by Caldy who sustained the pressure 
through a set of phases to work centre Forbes 
Edwards over for a try. The deficit was reduced 
when, from an attacking lineout, Stour worked 
over flanker Billy Harding.

Breeze
A quick tap penalty by Joe Heatley sparked an-

other Stour attack that drew a penalty for hands 
in the ruck that White comfortably converted.

Stour kicked off the second half with the ad-
vantage of a stiffening southerly breeze that 
White used to land a long-range penalty to take 
the lead. He repeated the trick shortly after.

Caldy hit back with a try by replacement Na-
than Rushton and then further extended their 
lead when Dickinson bagged his second try.

A side-entry offence in the shadow of their 
posts saw Stour fall further behind to a Lavin 
penalty, but they rallied. The visitors repelled a 
wave of Stour drives before finally shipping a try 
to Dan Rundle, White’s well-struck conversion 
securing the bonus point.

Stourbridge Lions came away from Veseyans 
with a convincing 34-17 win that keeps them 
four points ahead of the pack. George Tildesley 
and Scotty Langdon scored two tries each, plus 
one each from Will Fallows and Owen Williams.

The Greyhounds succumbed 12-13 at home 
against Veseyans in the North Mids Reserve 
league, while the Grasshoppers lost an away 
friendly  at Essington 2nds/3rds 31-27.

Threatened Yeltz
suffer Moor misery

Halesowen 1 Spennymoor 2
HALESOWEN slumped ever closer to-
wards the relegation zone after play-off 
contenders Spennymoor came from be-
hind.

The visitors also struck the woodwork 
three times and had an effort cleared off 
the line by Asa Charlton.

Yeltz took the lead when Ben Clarke’s 
effort 16th minute effort was deflected 
in off defender Joe Tait. Bradley Lewis 
headed wide a chance to double the ad-
vantage four minutes later.

Moors drew level in the 24th minute 
when Tait netted and Jamie Chandler 
scored a 74th minute winner.

Wednesday
side suffers
relegation
DEBUTANT Martin Borley secured a 
draw on board 5 for Stourbridge Chess 
Club in a Worcestershire Division 2 
game against Halesowen B. Jeremy 
Humphries got a good draw against a 
much higher graded opponent and Chris 
Cox won, but Halesowen won 3-2.

Wednesday was the big one in Wol-
verhampton Division 1. It was the last 
match of the season for Stourbridge, at 
home to Wolverhampton. A defeat would 
mean relegation, but a loss was to be ex-
pected, especially when Wolverhampton 
arrived with two very strong players on 
their top two boards. 

Stourbridge had to field two reserves 
and were outgraded across the remain-
ing boards, but not excessively, so still 
had a chance to score something on the 
lower boards. After the first hour, most 
of the games were even or Stourbridge 
had the upper hand. But then things 
started to go downhill. The Stourbridge 
board 5 lost his rook to a knight fork and 
the inevitable loss followed. Paul Shar-
rat and Tony Shaw agreed draws so the 
score was 1-2 to Wolverhampton.

The Stourbridge top two boards were 
now getting the worst of it and eventu-
ally lost. Julie Wilson agreed a draw in 
a close position where both players only 
had two minutes left on their clocks to 
finish the game. This meant the final 
match score was 1½-4½ to Wolverhamp-
ton and Stourbridge are relegated to Di-
vision 2.

Stourbridge’s second team travelled to 
Shirley & Wythall on Thursday in their 
Birmingham Division 3 relegation bat-
tle. They could have done with a point 
but it wasn’t to be. Martin Berridge won 
with John Foxall, Ron Evans and Sam 
Bradley all drawing so Stourbridge lost 
2½ - 3½. Stourbridge are fighting to sur-
vive and have a crucial match next week 
against relegation rivals Mutual Circle.

Youngsters on ball
to represent county
FOOTBALLERS from Hagley Primary 
won the English Schools Football As-
sociation u-11 seven-a-side competition 
for Worcestershire at South Bromsgrove 
High School and will now represent the 
county in the Midland area contest.

Having qualified by winning the Wyre 
Forest District ESFA u-11 competi-
tion, Hagley went on to beat the win-
ning schools from Malvern, Redditch, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester to progress 
to the Midlands area competition as 
Worcestershire’s representatives.

That takes place in Nottingham on 
Saturday.

Motorcycling

WHITE ON CUE
FOR A BONUS

Sport
SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK

Stourbridge flanker Billy Harding touches down for a score against Caldy

ley champion Peter Hickman, from Burton upon 
Trent.

Darley Moor spokesman Brian George said 
more than 350 people attended, including Stu-
art Hicken, team manager at Hawk Racing anf 
Neil Tuxworth, team manager of Honda’s Brit-
ish-based team in Louth, Lincolnshire, who was 
honoured for his 20 years in racing.

Lloyd, 46, from Wednesbury, finished both the 
Pre 98’s Up to 500cc and Lightweight series in 
second place.From left, Lloyd, Lowe and Shelley Pic: Tony Else

The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford.
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Stourbridge 0 Mickleover 0
ASSISTANT manager Jon Ford 
admitted Stourbridge got what 
they deserved after being held 
to a frustrating Evo-Stik Pre-
mier stalemate by Mickleover 
Sports on Saturday.

The Glassboys were chasing 
a fifth successive league win 
but struggled to break the re-
sistance of a stubborn Sports 

side. Despite failing to close the 
gap on leaders Blyth Spartans, 
Stourbridge remain on course 
for the play-offs with a sev-
en-point cushion to sixth.

Ford said: “It’s frustrating – 
we weren’t at the races. They 
came with a game plan and 
made it hard for us. Overall we 
didn’t create enough.”

Chances were few and far be-

tween in the first half although 
Sports almost grabbed the lead 
on six minutes as Andy Dales 
fired wide.

Luke Benbow tested Nick 
Draper with a 35 yard free-kick 
and was later denied by the 
keeper’s legs.

Leon Broadhurst had a 
header cleared off the line in 
stoppage time.

‘Not at races’ as Glassboys draw blank

Making their mark in
game of Aussie rules
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