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Upcoming 
Events 

Sandra repeated these forums Oct. 

in Missoula, based her 1984 movie 5-7 ^ Halispell and Libby and will 

HEARTLAND on this story. schedule more cities during the 

We’re looking forward to seeing you months of October and November, 

there. Please join us for good food ^ library staff is looking forward 

and great entertainment. 

BPH 
Sponsors 
Forums 

Around State 

We hope you'll all be able to 

make it for our fall potluck for staff 

and volunteers. It will be held at the 

Library on Wednesday, October 28, 

from 6 to 9:15 p.m. We thought a 

potluck would be a good Oper- 

tunity to share some favorite recipes 

and let the new volunteers meet the -- 

old. Bring your spouse or a friend 

along too. Millie Huxley has agreed The Montana State Library 

to help coordinate the food. If you for the Blind and Physically Handi- 

know anyone who might be in- capped is sponsoring public forums 

terested in volunteering please invite with its readers in public libraries 
them along. 

to meeting some of our patrons in 
person and talking with other people 

who are interested in our service. 

♦♦♦ 

Summer 
Sees Hard 

Work 

It must be a carryover from 

childhood that we tend to think of 

around the state. Almost all contact summer as "those lazy, hazy days." 
For the evening's entertainment the library has with its patrons is via At the Library for the Blind we 

we have a wonderful feature length the phone and the mail. These 

movie, HEARTLAND, which was public forums will be an informal 

written and produced by two 'open house' held at the public 

Montana authors, Beth Ferris and library and will give the staff and 

Armick Smith. We know you will patrons An opportunity to meet 
enjoy this realistic look at home- ’face to face.' 

steading on the early frontier. The in September Carolyn Meier 

movie is based on a true account by travelled to Miles City and 

Elinor Pruitt Stewart. In 1988 we Lewistown and Sandra Jarvie visited circulated and are taking up precious 
recorded Stewart's book, Letters of Missoula to give patrons an shelf space for other more popular 

a Woman Homesteader, and in opportunity to comment on their books, and assign them to excess 

1990 we recorded her Letters On libraiy services and allow other status. If other libraries don't 

An Elk Hunt. Annick Smith, a interested people an opportunity to want/need these books, we pull 

writer and teacher at U. of Montana learn more about the service. them and then strip the containers of 

certainly dispelled that myth as we 

went full speed ahead with several 

projects. 

Thanks to all of you who 

helped out, we made great headway 

on disposing of our excess books. 

One of Carolyn's yearly duties is to 

determine which books are not well 



2 TAPE TALK ♦ ♦ 

all the labels, empty them, and 

return containers and cassettes to 

the Library of Congress for proper 

disposal. About 75% of the 5,500 

excess books have been taken care 

of. Ron Albright, Keith Clarke, 

and Vic Robbins were regular he- 

men in handling the large orange 

record containers, but all of you 

deserve kudos for the wear and tear 

on your hands and fingers. It was 

tedious work and we are so grateful 

to all of you who helped out. 

Carolyn assures us that we won't 

have as big a project next year. 

Birdie is responsible for 

machine inventory and has been 

overseeing the addition of the 

equipment data to our READS 

program this summer. With the 

addition of the equipment our 

program will be totally com¬ 

puterized, bringing closure to a 

process that was begun in 1988. 

We are really grateful to those of 

who spent hours entering numbers 

and dates. A glitch in our system 

has slowed completion of this 

project but we hope to have it 

worked out soon. Our inventory 

includes approximately 4000 

machines. Up until now Birdie has 

tracked the location of each machine 

by hand! We hope that com¬ 

puterizing the data will make this 

process easier. All machines belong 

to the federal government which 

audits our agency from time to time. 

In fact, we are expecting a visit from 

the auditors in the near future. 

Another project was the addition 

of our locally produced magazines 

to the computer data base. Darla 

Geesling has organized this effort. 

With assistance from Mar}7 Nichols, 

she is working to streamline the 

circulation process so that 

eventually, we will be able to add 

other local magazines and news¬ 

letters to this list. For the past 10 

years or so, under the direction of 

BPH staff, Jeannette Folsom has 

done a tremendous job of handling 

local magazine circulation —and she 

did it all by hand! Thanks for 

seeing to it that our patrons were so 
well served, Jeannette. You have 

done a tremendous job! 

♦♦♦ 

WHO'S 
COMING 

AND 
GOING 

We’d like to say a hearty 

"welcome" to all you new volunteers 

who have recently joined us. Lynn 

Keltz, a former BPH volunteer, 

joined us on August 17th to work in 

book circulation. She wasn’t with us 

a month before she suffered a 

broken arm in a motor-cycle 

accident! She's anxious to get back 

the use of her broken arm and we 

are anxious to have her back with 

us. 

Another veteran volunteer, 

Marlene Chamberlain, began 

working in September after re¬ 

turning from a cruise to Alaska with 

, her mother. Marlene worked with 

BPH from 1986 to 1989, putting in 

5 days a week rewinding tapes. We 

are absolutely delighted that she is 
back and will spend four hours on 

Wednesdays and Fridays helping us 

with the important job of checking 

and rewinding tapes. 

Heather McCauley, the mother 

of two toddlers, will work with us 

one day a week doing various 

clerical and circulation tasks. She is 

a Helena native and spent some time 

working in a library out in Oregon 

after high school. 
Three new narrators have been 

accepted into the Montana books 

program. Kris Larson works with 

the GIS program here in the library 

and is recording Dark Waters by 

Russell Chatham. Peter Langen. 

employed with DNRC, records with 

Kris and is reading Saddlebag Yams 

by Byron Grosfield. Lori 

Mon prod e-Holt, who works for 
OPI as a media specialist and is also 

a member of the State Library 

Commission, specializes in childrens’ 

literature. She's looking forward to 

narrating some Montana books for 

the younger crowd and has already 

had her initiation by recording the 

catalog for the summer reading 
program. 

Ruth Ann Massey, a Helenan 

who has acted in Grandstreet 

Theater, was also accepted as a 

narrator. She began with a short 

stoiy entitled "Grandfather and the 

Popping Machine." 

And finally, Richard Miller, 

our State Librarian who has 

recorded a number of things for 

BPH and who recently completed 

the Voter Information Pamphlet for 

the Secretary of State's Office, has 

formally signed on to narrate 

Montana books. We are delighted 
to have him with our program. 

On August 14th we had a send 

off for Tammy Takle and Chris 

Casiano, our Summer Youth 

continued next page 
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Employment workers (a federal 
program through Rocky Mtn. Dev. 

Council). Both were good workers 

and kept up a steady pace through¬ 

out the summer. It is always 

refreshing to have the "younger 

set" with us! 

Though we also said goodbye 

to Connie Denier we hope well 

see her again next June. For now, 

her focus is on her 5th grade class 

at Warren School. For the past three 

summers Connie has helped Birdie 

with machine inventory and was a 
big help in getting the machine 

inventory on the computer this 
summer. 

...and the inevitable 
goodbyes.... 

We reluctantly accepted Fem 

Flanagan’s resignation from the 

Montana books audition and 

selection committees. She has given 

more than 10 years of her time to 

the Library for the Blind and we are 

most grateful for her help in creating 

a quality recording program. Thank 

you Fern for all the beautiful years. 

You are truly a beautiful person and 

you will be missed. 

Kathv Korang is another 

volunteer who will be missed. We 

recently gave her a "sound thanking" 

and sent her off to the world of job 

hunting. We really appreciate the 

many times she baled us out with 

pulling and reshelving books, 

helping with clerical tasks, and in 

general, being willing to fill in where 
needed. 

♦ ♦♦ 

3 ♦ 

INSPIRATION 
FOR 

NARRATORS 
Alexander Scour by 

Award 

DESCRIPTIVE 
VIDEO 

SERVICE 

Descriptive video service (DVS) 

accompanies selected television 

programs and provides a description 

of the action that is taking place in 

the program. During lapses in 

dialogue, narrators provide de¬ 

scriptions of key visual cues such as 
settings, costumes, scene changes, 

and body movement. The narration 

sounds like a novelist's prose. Along 

with the obvious actions, it brings 

out some of the nuances of 

expression and descriptive details. 

DVS uses the separate audio 

program feature that is on most new 

stereo VCRs and TVs. To receive 

and shut off DVS the viewer presses 

the button on the set or its remote 

control labeled SAP or MTS. 

Anyone who owns older equipment 

which is not stereo can purchase an 

adapter or decoder, and convert it. 

While the service is more likely 
to be found in larger metropolitan 

areas, we can look for its advent on 

cable stations available to as from 

some of the larger cities in the not 

too distant future. 

Recently, when we were cleaning 

out the duplicating area, we 

discovered a copy of the Bible 

recorded by one of National Library 

Service's most popular narrators, 

.Alexander Scourby. This Bible 

narration once prompted a patron to 

note that, "listening to him was like 

hearing the voice of God." 

Although he began as a 

Shakespearean actor in the 1930's, 

Scourby was best known for his 

formidable bass voice. He narrated 

TV documentaries and hosted 

national opera broadcasts as well as 

recorded talking books. During his 

almost 50 years with NLS, Scourby 

narrated over 400 talking books. In 

recognition of his achievement, the 

American Foundation for the Blind 

established the Alexander Scourby 

Narrator of the Year Award in 

1987. Each year patrons from 

across the U.S. are invited to 

nominate their favorite NLS 

narrators to be the recipient of this 

award. Perhaps one of our narrators 

will someday achieve that honor. 
Let us know if you’d like to 

hear the recording. Narrators, in 
particular, who are working on 
improving style or delivery, may 

find it helpful to listen to Scourby. 

He is truly inspirational! 
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OCTOBER 

12 Columbus Day (Library closed) 

15 "Heartland'’, MT State Prison 

22 RSVP Recognition Banquet (the new Senior 

Center) 

28 *PotIuck, movie, (BPH foyer) 
NOVEMBER 

3 Election Day (Library' closed) 

11 Veteran's Day (Library closed) 

26 Thanksgiving (Library closed) 

DECEMBER 

7 Discontinue book circulation for 3 weeks 

7 RSVP Christmas party (new Senior Center) 
? BPH Holiday Open House (You will receive 

an invitation) 

25 Christmas 

29 Resume book circulation 

PRISON 
NEWS 

In July, Phyllis Herbert 

accompanied Gen to the Mt State 

Prison for an inservice with the 

fifteen inmates who work in the 

recording program. These men 

repeatedly express their pride and 

gratefulness at being able to give 

back to society by recording for the 

blind. They are eager for feedback 

about their recordings and are 

serious about improving their work. 

They really enjoyed meeting Phyllis 

and she was glad to be able to put 

faces to names, since she frequently 

checks their books. 

On October 15th, State 

Librarian Richard Miller, Sandra 

Jarvie, and Gen Allen will join 

Montana author, Annick Smith, 

for a presentation of her movie, 

HEARTLAND, to the men in the 

prison recording program. This 

event, put together with a mini-grant 

from the Montana Committee for 

the Humanites, will allow us to 

recognize and thank the men for 

their ongoing contribution to the 

recording program. After the movie 

Ms Smith will talk about home¬ 

steading and the role of women in 

settling the frontier. Each of the men 

will be given a plaque with the 

names of books they have re¬ 

corded, monitored, or reviewed. 

♦♦♦ 

♦ 

CHANGE IN 
STAFF 

SCHEDULES 

This summer Sandra gave the 

green light to BPH staff who 

wanted to experiment with changing 

their work schedules to a four day 

week. Darla and Carolyn both 

enjoy the option of working four 10- 

hour days and having another day 

off. Birdie too has decided to try it 

out. They work the following days: 

Darla: M,T,W,F, off Thursday 

Carolyn: M,T,TH,F, off Wednesday 

Birdie: T,W,TfLF, off Monday. 

POPULAR BOOKS 
FIRST PRODUCED 

ON FLEXIBLE 
DISCS 

Books are selected on the basis 

of their appeal to a wide range of 

interests. Best-sellers, biographies, 

fiction, and how-to books are in 

great demand. Titles expected to be 

extremely popular are produced on 

flexible disc in several thousand 

copies because NLS can provide 

thousands of copies quickly' and 

cheaply. Eventually, they are 

produced in cassette format. 

(from NLS Facts for 1992) 
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National Library Service Facts 

From a beginning of 19 libraries, the network has 

expanded to 56 regional and 90 subregional libraries 

throughout the US. The NLS program is funded annually 

by Congress. The fiscal year 1991 appropriation was 

$40,131,000. Regional and subregional libraries receive 

funding from state, local, and federal sources. The 

combined expenditure for the program is approximately 

$76,000,000. 

More than 21 million recorded and braille books and 

magazines were circulated to a readership of 757,000 in 

1991. 

Below are some Montana books 

(some new releases, some from the 

early 1900s, etc.) for which we 
have received permission to record. 

The Last Cowboy by Jo Rainbolt. 

Black Cherries by Grace Stone 

Coates. 

Chip of the Flying 1J and other 

B. M. Bower books. (Bower was 

actually the pen name of Bertha 
Muzzy, a school teacher from Big 

Sandy, who wrote over 60 novels, 

many of which were illustrated by 
C. M. Russell). 

Buster Midnight’s Cafe by Sandra 

Dallas. 

Montana Women by Toni Volk. 

On Flatwillow Creek by Linda 

Grosskopf. 

Death And The Good Life by 

Richard Hugo. 

Behind Even Man by Joan 

Stauli'er (the life of Nancy Cooper 

Russell). 

The Big It by A.B. Guthrie. 

Incident At Big Sky by Johnny 

France. 

Cry Of The Hunted by Gene 

Tierney. 

Browsing In The Morgue 

compiled by Russell B. Hill. 

Tuck by Mamie Swallow. 

Epiphany At Goofy's Gas by 

Greg Keeler (poetiy). 

Growing Up Western edited by 

Clarus Backes: Recollections by Dee 

Brown, A.B. Guthrie, Jr., David 

lavender, Wallace Stegner. 

Newly Completed 
lllTT 

Kudos to all of you narrators and 

monitors who have recently corn- 

completed a Montana book. Since 

January, 21 books have been re¬ 
corded (with an additional 15 from 

the Mt. State Prison)! In addition to 

these, we have also managed to 
sandwich in a number of other 

projects such as: The Voter In¬ 

formation Pamphlets (for both the 

primary and general elections), four 

issues of Montana, The Magazine 

of Western History, several longer 

projects for a Library Advisory 

Board member, the catalog for the 

summer reading program, follow¬ 

ups from conferences and panels, 

etc. 

Thanks to the continued good 

work of Phyllis Herbert and Eileen 

Finley, who manage to review most 

of the books and materials recorded 
here in Helena, most of your books 
have been duplicated and are now 

being circulated to patrons. You 

can be very proud of this work. 

Recently a patron wrote, "I really 

loved this book (Section 3 of The 

Last Best Place) and I’m now 

looking forward to reading the 

whole book, starting with chapter 

one!" 

Congratulations to the following 

for their accomplishments:Elizabeth 

Pofahl (N) 

Paul Montgomery' (M) 

*Nava Nuki 

* Quart zville 

Colleen Mockler (N) 

Jane Weidler (M) 

* Love's Silent Song 

*Love Is A Gentle Stranger 

Joan Bishop (N) 
Phyllis Herbert (VI) 

*The Banker's Bones 

* American Places 

Lea Blunn (N) 

Eileen Finley (M) 

*We Montanans 

*Go With Haste Into The 
Mountains 
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Jo Ann May ala (N) 

Eileen Finley (M) 

*Light From Arcturus 

*The Wav We Were 

Susie Wolcott (N) 

Vic Richer (M) 

*That Girl Montana 

Cyd Slattery (N) 

Eileen Finley (M) 

*No Time For Tears 

Bob Vanisko (N) 

Eileen Finley (M) 

* Spirit Wolf 

Ray Venzke (N) 

Eileen Finley (M) 

*Silent Seasons 

TRIBUTE 
Although she hasn't officially tendered her resignation, Jeannette 

Folsom has been weaning herself away from her volunteer association 

with the Library for the Blind into a well-deserved retirement. 

Jeannette admits that she never really took time to retire when she left 

teaching back in 1981. Without missing a beat, she began volunteering as 

a tutor in the schools and later, at BPH. For many years she put in five 

days a week helping with circulation and later taking on major 

responsibility for local magazine circulation. She gave valuable assistance 

when we computerized our circulation in 1988. 

Though she still wishes to come in on an as-needed basis, we are 

going to miss her presence. Last year Jeannette logged 395 hours of 

volunteer time! The place just isn't the same without her! 

Vic Richer (N) 
Phyllis Herbert (M) 

Digging Dinosaurs 

This list doesn't reflect the 

work of other narrators who are 

working on Montana books, but 

due to individual time constraints, 

are going at a more leisurely 

pace! Again, thanks to you all. 

RECIPE FOR A HAPPY LIFE 

*>y 
Anna LaVerdure 

Take a large quantity of cheerfulness, 
let simmer without stopping. 

Put with it a brimming basinfull of kindness, 
then add a full measure of thought for other people. 

Mix into these a piling tablespoonfiill of 

sympathy, with essence of charity. 
Stir well together and then carefully strain off 

any grains of selfishness. 

Let the whole be served with love sauce 

and fruit of the spirit. 


