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An Advent sleepout at Christ Church

THE Archdeacon of Oxford, the Ven. Martin Gorick, and his colleagues at Christ Church 
Cathedral are joining in the national Church Urban Fund Advent Sleepout challenge. Martin 
said: “I used to be the vicar of an Urban Priority Area parish in Birmingham and CUF supported 
us at an early stage of a project to provide a healthy living centre in Smethwick. They were the 
first charitable trust to get on board and gave us £25,000.
   “It was for a project that cost £750,000 and it came at an ideal time as we found out talking to 
other organisations that they are a really respected funder.” 
                                                                                                                                                              Continued on page two

READING Christians are responding 
to this month’s  international climate 
change talks with an awareness 
raising day at the Minster (St Mary 
the Virgin Church).
   Met Office Principal Research 
Fellow, Professor John Mitchell and 
environmental theologian, Dr Ruth 
Valerio (right), are both speakers at 
the event on Saturday 5 December. 
The day aims to demonstrate that 
Christians see caring for the planet as 
a spiritual imperative. 
   The Revd Liz Ratcliffe, curate at 
Christ Church, Reading, is organising 
the Reading Climate Day. She said: 
“We want people to come along and 
add their voices to those who are 
pressing for robust action on climate 
change during the talks in Paris. We 
also want to look at what churches 
can do locally, helping environmental 
groups and to drive environmental 
policy in our town.”
   The day starts at 10am with green 
Christmas stalls selling Fair Trade 
crafts and gifts and sustainably 
produced/ethically sourced foods. 
Throughout the day there will be an 
exhibition of photos, a video and a 
wealth of information in the church. 
Participants will be encouraged to 
join in campaigning by completing 
a sentence “tackle climate change 
for the love of…” on a Christmas 
decoration to hang on a Christmas 
tree outside the Minster. They will be 
encouraged to take a photograph and 
post it on Facebook and Twitter.

   At 4pm Professor John Mitchell, 
a world-renowned climate scientist, 
will give a talk. Professor Mitchell 
will be followed at 7pm by Ruth 
Valerio, the Churches and Theology 
Director of Christian environmental 
charity, A Rocha, and a high profile 
environmental theologian. Ruth will 
be preaching at a special Climate 
Mass. MPs and local councillors as 
well as environmental groups will be 
invited to the talks, which will also be 
open to the public.
   Prayer Stations will be set up and 
will remain for Sanctuary, later in the 
evening when the church becomes a 
chill-out zone for people enjoying a 
night out in the city centre.   

Preparing for a cold night in the cathedral are, from left, the Revd Canon Edmund Newey, the Sub
Dean; the Very Revd Prof Martyn Percy, the Dean;  The Ven Martin Gorick, the Archdeacon of Oxford 
and Christ Church student Frazer MacDiarmid. Photo Jo Duckles. 

If you are on Facebook you can 
learn more at:
www.facebook.com/Reading-
Climate-Day

Take action on 
climate change



2 News

by the Revd Canon John Rees

THANK you to all those who 
participated in the General Synod 
Election for the Diocese, both as 
candidates and voters.  
   We had a bumper number 
of clergy candidates (9 more 
than in 2010), with a higher 
percentage of voters taking the 
opportunity to ensure their 
preferred candidate was elected.  
Of the nine members elected, 
five have previous General Synod 
experience:   the Revd Jonathan 
Beswick, the Revd Canon Sue 
Booys, the Revd Prof Mark 
Chapman, the Venerable Karen 
Gorham and the Revd Canon 
Rosie Harper.  The new members 
are: the Revd Samuel Allberry, the 

Revd Dr Andrew Atherstone, the 
Revd Canon Charlie Cleverly and 
the Revd Kate Stacey.
   The number of House of Laity 
candidates, and people taking 
the opportunity to vote, were 
(sadly) slightly down from 2010.  
Nevertheless, the Diocese will 
be represented by its full quota 
of eight members, five of whom 
have substantial General Synod 
experience:  the Rt Hon Canon 
Sir Tony Baldry, Miss Prudence 
Dailey, Mrs Julie Dziegiel, Mr 
Gavin Oldham and Ms Jayne 
Ozanne.  The new members are: 
Dr Andrew Bell, Mr Graham 
Caskie, and Mrs Kathryn Winrow.
   Congratulations to all those 
who were elected.  I would also 

like to thank all of those who 
allowed their names to go forward 
but who were unsuccessful.  In 
itself, that is a daunting challenge 
for anyone, and each of them 
would have had something to 
bring to the Synod, if they had 
been elected. 
   I am sure the next five years 
will provide interesting and, 
inevitably, challenging issues to 
work through.  I commit them 
all to your prayers as the next 
quinquennium unfolds. 
The Revd Canon John Rees was 
the Presiding Officer in the 
General Synod Elections and is 
the Registrar for the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

General Synod election results 2015 

New Lay Ministers licensed in a special service An Advent sleep-out at Christ Church
Continued from page one
Martin said: “They are professional, capable and believe in the 
potential of the local church to transform lives in some of the 
most deprived areas.”
   Martin said that he felt living at Christ Church, which is also a 
college of Oxford University, was an ideal opportunity to take 
part in the sleep-out, and hoped others would join him. Across 
the country, groups will be taking part in the challenge to raise 
funds for CUF so the charity can continue to support people 
struggling with issues such as debt, homelessness, isolation 
and addiction.
   In 2014 an estimated 2,744 people were sleeping rough on 
any one night in England, a rise of 55 per cent since 2010. As 
well as this, there are 8.8 million people who are struggling 
with problem debt, CUF statistics reveal. 
   To help tackle these issues, groups are being encouraged to 
get imaginative in the run up to Christmas as they turn spaces 
in their communities into stables to sleep in. Church halls, back 
gardens, sheds, and garages will host the sleepouts. 
   Paul Hackwood, CUF executive chair, said “Advent is a unique 
time for Christians as we remember that God chose to walk 
among us in the most truly humble of circumstances. The 
Advent Sleepout Challenge is a way for us to respond to that 
by placing ourselves in our very own ‘stables’ so that we can 
support the most vulnerable in our country.”  

For more see: www.sleepoutchallenge.org.uk

Diocesan Synod  
AS the Door was going to press the newly elected Diocesan 
Synod was getting ready to meet for the first time.
The new budget for 2016 was due to be approved at the 
meeting on Saturday 14 November. For more details see www.
oxford.anglican.org/support-services/finance/
   Among the items on the agenda were the Archdeaconry 
Mission Action Plans, which outline the needs of each of 
our areas, issues including new communities and growing 
population, social demographics and what that means 
pastorally, as well as specific Church projects. For example, the 
Buckingham Archdeaconry plan outlines pioneer ministry and 
development posts including a part-time school chaplain in 
Aylesbury and a town centre chaplain in High Wycombe. The 
Archdeacons were due to give a presentation on the plans 
during the meeting.
To read the plans in full go to www.oxford.anglican.org/atoz/a/ 
The Door will report more fully on these next year. 
For more on Diocesan Synod go to www.oxford.anglican.org/
who-we-are/governance/diocesan-synod/

Above are our new Lay Ministers after their licensing at Christ Church Cathedral last month. From the back left are 
Peter Flory, Estelle Fourie , Roy Tarbox, the Revd Dr Phillip Tovey, Deputy Warden for LLMs.  Next row, from left are 
Ian Fordyce, Karen Goff and Margaret Ibison, front row Tish Bird, Pam Davey, Bishop Andrew and Ian Smith. 
Photo: Jo Duckles.

By Rachel Brockie

SINCE the Church of England’s 
Children’s Society first introduced 
the Christingle service, it has 
helped to raise millions of pounds 
to change the stories of children at 
risk or living in poverty. One project 
it raises funds for is the Oxford 
Project, which provides a range of 
services for newly arrived refugee, 
asylum seeker and new migrant 
minors in Oxfordshire. 
  At the Christopher Rawlings CE 
School in Adderbury, the Christingle 
event is arranged along with the 
Adderbury Committee and the 
Children’s Society. The Christingle 
takes place at St Mary’s Church on 
a Friday evening in December.  At 
an assembly a few weeks before 
hand, the meaning of Christingle is 
discussed with pupils. Committee 
members source the materials and 
visit the school on the morning of 
the day of the service, where they 

run a Christingle Workshop with 
Year three pupils.
   Teacher, Ruth Peverill, said “The 
children thoroughly enjoy the 
opportunity to work alongside the 
adults to create the Christingles, 
and are empowered due to their 
full involvement in the project.  
Working with the adults from The 
Children’s Society helps them to 
deepen their understanding around 
the significance of each element 
of the Christingle and what it 
represents. During the morning, the 
children also gain the opportunity 
to develop their hosting skills, 
preparing and serving refreshments 
to their visitors.” 
   Having made the Christingles, 
the children are keen to attend 
the beautiful candlelit service 
in the early evening, along with 
other children from the school, 
their parents and siblings, and the 
wider community.   The children 

bring their collection box candles 
containing donations to the 
service at St Mary’s and receive a 
Christingle as part of the service.  
   Headteacher Phil Goldsworthy 
added “Our school values are 
Compassion, Peace and Service, 
and the workshop fits nicely with 
service, allowing the children to 
think about how their involvement 
with preparing the Christingles 
and hosting and working with our 
guests is making a difference.”  
   For more visit  www.
childrenssociety.org.uk/what-
you-can-do/fundraising-and-
appeals/events-and-activities/
get-involved-christingle or call 
Society Supporter Care team on 
0300 3030 555.
Rachel Brockie is the Regional 
Fundraising Manager for The 
Children’s Society. She is on: on 
Tel: 01367 241273  Email: rachel.
brockie@childrenssociety.org.uk 

The Christingle is making a difference in Adderbury 
AFTER two years of 
conflict resulting in 
mass displacement, 
human rights abuses and 
a humanitarian crisis, 
communities in South 
Sudan are at breaking 
point. Experts say there 
is a concrete risk of 
famine occuring before 
Christmas, and Christian 
Aid is working hard to 
help people like William 
(right). 
   William fled to Nyal 
when armed groups 
seized his livestock 
and looted and burned his 
home. Women were raped 
and many people killed. His 
sons brought him by canoe, 
a journey which took four 
days. Some members of 
the family have been left 
behind. William is staying 
with relatives until it is safe 

to return home. A Christian 
Aid  partner is working with 
his family who will soon 
receive seeds, tools and other 
emergency items.
   To help people like William 
to survive, see www.
christianaid.org.uk or call 
01865 246818.

Famine risk in South Sudan 
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HUSBAND and wife team, Philip 
and Hannah Hobday (right), 
are relishing the opportunity 
to share the role of Vicar of 
St Peter’s Church in Earley, 
Berkshire.
   The couple admit that while 
they are still unpacking their 
boxes at the new vicarage, they 
feel they are settling in well to 
their job share. The role allows 
them to serve their parish while 
taking care of their three children 
aged five, three and one, and 
gives Philip ample opportunity to 
study for his PhD. 
   Philip, who was previously 
a university chaplain, spotted 
the job advert while flicking 
through the Church Times. “We 
were struck by the parish profile. 
We felt it was a really honest 
document about what the church 
was like and what it might need.”
   The couple had talked about 
the idea of job sharing at some 
point in the future, and talked to 
the Archdeacon of Berkshire, the 
Ven. Olivia Graham, about the 
idea. “It’s good, it works really 
well for us at this stage of our 
family life and ministries. It’s a 
great parish and shows that there 
is life in the Church of England. 
There are some extraordinary 
people doing some great things, 

unseen and unrecognised.”
   Hannah added: “I grew up in 
Tilehurst so it’s really coming 
home for me. It’s close to my 
parents which is nice. We are still 
sorting the house out but we feel 
really settled. 
   “The church and school are next 
door and our eldest child is at the 
school. I love the children coming 
over to the church for assemblies 

and the chances I get to go to the 
school. ”
   She said that working together 
means the two of them bring 
their different strengths to the 
role. “It’s nice to have a ministry 
that feels evenly balanced. One 
Sunday Philip runs the service 
and the next I do it.  It seems to 
go down really well.”

Clergy couple’s Berkshire double act 

Photo: Bill Watts

Top marks for The Blake School 
A CHURCH of England 
Primary school that 
recently signed up to the 
Oxford Diocesan Schools 
Trust (ODST) has been 
classed as ‘Outstanding’ 
by national inspectors. 
   The Blake Church of 
England Primary School 
in Witney was praised 
in the recent National 
Society Statutory 
Inspection of Anglican 
Methodist Schools 
report. Inspectors 
noted:  “The school has 
productive links with a 
school in Nigeria and the 
multi-cultural Christ The 
Sower School in Milton 
Keynes. These links give pupils a personalised understanding of 
diversity and a genuine empathy. 
  “Governors are skilled at strategic direction exemplified by the 
careful way in which the Academy process was undertaken and the 
joining of the ODST to secure the school’s long term interests.” 
   They also noted the strong links between the school and St 
Mary’s, Cogges. They added: “The astute parish priest makes a 
commendable contribution to this church school pastorally and 
in governance. The school also makes good use of visitors such as 
the Prime Minister and the Bishop of Dorchester to enhance pupils’ 
appreciation of others and their place in the world.” 
 
Above, is the school’s version of Narnia as Year Five studies The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe. Photo: The Blake CE School. 

PEOPLE from across the Diocese 
packed into Didcot’s Civic Centre 
for Mend the Gap – an event held 
to consider how churches can 
engage with and include younger 
people.  
   TED style talks from speakers 
including the Viva Network 
and the Fusion Youth and 
Community followed the keynote 
speakers, Diocesan children’s 
worker Yvonne Morris and youth 
worker, Ian MacDonald.  
   Ruth Harley, who spoke about 
her work at All Saints, High 
Wycombe,  said: “There was a 
real buzz in the room, with lots 
of people discussing ideas and 
exploring new things together, 
which is good for everyone. There 
was plenty of food for thought.” 
   The Revd Claire Alcock, from 
the Langtree Benefice in Henley, 
went along with two people 
from her church. They were so 
impressed by the presentations 
that they are planning to present 
the Youth and Children’s Family 
Awards at the next PCC meeting. 
   “It was the first time I had 
basically sat down with the two 
people who came with me. It’s 
difficult to get people together 
when they have busy lives. It 
was really good. It was half a 
day which was perfect for us. 
One of our group went to the 
seminar on how to listen to your 
community, especially before 
you make a Mission Action Plan. 
I went along to the session for 
teenagers as I still have teenagers 
in my family and that was really 

helpful for me. I was able to share 
how I’ve plugged my teenagers 
into Christian resources on 
social media. We don’t have 
anything specifically for them 
at our church, but at least this 
plugs them in to what’s going and 
introduces them to things that 
are going on in the world.” 
   Jane Hull, a volunteer from 
St Swithun’s, Kennington, in 
Oxford, said: “Though I don’t 
have much experience at all as 
a children’s work volunteer, it 
is really important to me that 
children are full members of 
our church community.” Jane 
says that she reads and uses 
the internet to find out about 
children’s work, but is aware 
that approach doesn’t work for 
everyone. “The day gave me 
the opportunity to bring four 
others from our church, so we 

could discuss and to develop a 
shared understanding of how 
we approach children’s work and 
why it is important. 
   “It was good, if not always 
comfortable, to have our 
assumptions challenged. 
We were gently reminded of 
the importance of hearing 
and learning from children’s 
perspectives, and challenged to 
build good relationships between 
individuals across the age 
groups.” 
  
Yvonne and Ian are happy to 
take  a shorter version of Mend 
the Gap to your deanery or 
church. If you are interested 
then drop them a line on ian.
macdonald@oxford.anglican.
org or yvonne.morris@oxford.
anglican.org

Mend the Gap was a huge success 

Photo: Jo Duckles

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
vicar, the Revd David 
Williams, threw himself 
out of a speeding plane 
to raise money for the 
Church Mission Society’s 
work in Uganda. 
   David, who did the 
Reading Half Marathon in 
March and has taken part 
in several long-distance 
walks for charity, did the 
jump to raise money for 
midwife, Kate Quarrell, 
a CMS missionary who 
is going to Uganda next 
year to get involved in a 
maternity programme. 
   Having visited Uganda regularly 
for more than 10 years, David, 
the Team Rector at St Mary’s, 
Princes Risborough, is aware of 
the needs of those living in the 

Congo and South Sudan.  He 
said: “Our church’s vision is to 
‘Share the Love of Christ with 
All’, and we are committed to 
living this out in ways that make 
a difference.”

Lottery award for Berkshire church
ST Mary’s Church in Hampstead Norreys, Berkshire, has received 
£57,800 from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for its ‘3R’s 
Churchyard Project’. 
   The project will focus on restoration, renovations and 
revitalisation.  It will involve the conservation of nine architecturally 
interesting and historically important tombs and the research and 
recording of details of old village families.  The project includes the 
creation of a wildlife garden and a new Churchyard Guide enabling 
visitors to enjoy the historically interesting area around the church.  
To help ensure the future of the churchyard, the ‘Adopt-the Grave’ 
scheme, is seeking volunteers to help maintain this beautiful 
area. For a fuller report see www.oxford.anglican.org/restoration-
renovation-and-revitalisation-project-wins-heritage-lottery-fund-
support/

Daredevil David’s leap of faith 
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Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a Partner
Please fill in this form

Any gift you give will be used for the work of 
Gilead Foundations. If you wish to restrict this 
for the building fund, please tick this box

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD
A gift towards our building costs helps us ‘set the lonely in 
a family’ where they can receive help as they restructure 
their lives for freedom. Grace Lodge could not have been 
built without the financial help of donors just like you.
If you would prefer to become a regular financial Partner, 
we welcome donations of any amount but would suggest 
£20 per month.
If you have any questions about our work, please contact 
Lois Samuel on 01837 851240. If you have questions 
about making a larger donation or interest free loan to the 
ministry, please contact Chris Cole (Trustee) on 07957 
433973.
You can also visit www.gilead.org.uk to find out more 
about us and donate online.

I am a UK taxpayer and I agree to Gilead Foundations 
Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations I make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 
the amount GFC and any other charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for the tax year 
(6 April one year to 5 April the next year). Council Tax and 
VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC will reclaim 25 
pence of tax for every £1 that has been given.

Signed    Date
Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

Since 1991, we have 
developed a clear mission 
at Gilead: To unlock people 
from addiction, fear and 
pain, and release them 
into their true potential, 
by teaching them to 
understand why they do 
things they don’t want to 
do and how to do only what 
will bring real success and 
ful� lment, so that relapse is 
a thing of the past.

85% of people who 
complete the programme 
at Gilead remain drug free, 
in employment and with a 
healthy support network 
when reviewed 1 and 2 years 
a� er they leave. We are 
extending our facilities to 
make that a reality for more 
people, and we have built 
the � rst of three purpose-
designed bungalows.

Since 2013, ‘Grace Lodge’, 
as we’ve named it, has 
become a safe home for 
male Clients, house parents 
and key support workers, 
who live in an extended 
family environment. Already, 
18 men have stayed at 

Grace Lodge during their 
rehabilitation, so it’s having a 
massive impact on people’s 
lives and families. Gary 
(whose story is on this page) 
o� en spends valuable time 
with our Clients at Grace 
Lodge when he comes to 
volunteer on the farm.

Plans are underway 
to complete the next 
bungalow, ‘Faith Lodge’, 
to provide purpose-built 
accommodation for up to 8 
female Clients at a time, plus 
support workers and house 
parents.

If we had all the money 
right now, we could build it 
in 7 months; but we realise it 
will take a little longer as we 
have to fundraise £500,000.  
We are approaching grant 
funders, who are more 
willing to help now that we 
can show them the results 
from Grace Lodge. We know 
from experience that we will 
also need the support of the 
many generous people who 
read stories like Gary’s, and 
want to use their � nances to 
make a signi� cant di� erence.

At Gilead, we do as 
much as we can to be self-
supporting (including using 
ground-source heating and 
solar energy in the new 
bungalows, opening up a 
bore hole for our own water 
supply, and using farm-
generated pro� ts to help pay 
for rehab services). But we 
cannot complete this next 
bungalow without � nancial 
help. Would you please 
consider supporting us as we 
build Faith Lodge, to expand 
the work and enhance the 
quality of rehab for our 
female Clients?

Please use the donation 
coupon on this page, or 
donate online at www.gilead.
org.uk. If you would like to 
o� er an interest free loan, or 
discuss making a donation, 
please call our Trustee Chris 
Cole on 07957 433973. With 
your help, we can provide 
skilled support in a secure 
environment with family 
values, enabling people to 
rebuild shattered lives and 
families, like Gary has. Thank 
you.

Gary Spedding spent his adult life 
between prison, rehabs and the streets. 
Now he is married, with two lovely 
daughters, and holding down a steady 
job. Something happened … Gary tells us 
what …

“At the age of three, I went into care 
with my sisters and brother, due to family 
violence. Then at the age of 7, my sisters 
and me were fostered. It was the start of a 
much worse time for us all, especially the 
girls.

“I was encouraged by my foster 
parents to steal; things like milk and bread 
from outside shops on delivery mornings; 
coal from neighbours; gas bottles from 
beach huts. My foster Dad was a criminal 
with a reputation. I idolised him and tried 
to live up to that, as he gave us ‘jobs’ to 
do.

“I started smoking and taking drugs 
from the age of 11, as an escape. My 
emotions were numb, apart from anger. I 
didn’t like myself at all, and never felt like 
I belonged. At 15 I fell out with my foster 
dad when he punched me in my face, and 
le�  home. By 17 I was in jail for the � rst 
time. When I came out, I met a girl, she 
introduced me to heroin. To begin with, it 
seemed to be everything I was looking for.

“We had a child, but the drugs 
multiplied my insecurities, and I treated 
my girlfriend and son really badly. I had 
a job away from home, laying cables. It 
was good money, but I spent most of it on 
drugs. We split up. In the end I lost the job 
because I kept letting people down. 

“Then I spent years living on the 
streets; going to prison; going to rehabs. 
I noticed that Christians always seemed 
di� erent, either in night shelters or rehab. 
They were happy, you had to be blind not 
to notice. “I want some of that,” I thought.

“I got a directory of rehabs and found 
Gilead. In 2009 I was accepted and really 
liked the farm work and the people. I 
didn’t put up a wall to Christianity, but the 
rehab was, for me, a break from addiction. 
In that time I noticed the kindness and 
grace and love of Ian and Bron and the 
sta� . I’d never seen it like that before. It 
was honest, no faking it. I could easily 
spot a fake.

“Then I met Kate at Gilead, and in 
2010 we made a decision to leave before 
were really ready. That ended badly, with 
Kate very depressed and both of us using 
heroin again. A year later, we both decided 
to commit fully to Gilead.

“This time I did it with my heart, not 
just my head. The Genesis 10 step process 

was tough, but I worked through it over 
16 months. The � nal step was to forgive 
and ask forgiveness. I never thought I’d 
be able to do that. I’d � lled the void inside 
my hardness with drugs and alcohol – 
forgiveness broke down the walls and 
released the hate. It was like I’d been 
carrying around a dead horse on my 
shoulders and it was li� ed. Something 
happened that day.

“Me and Kate stayed on sta� , and 
I learned from watching Ian and Bron 
how to give God control of my life. I tell 
the students my story, I � nd that’s really 
rewarding. Saying ‘your way isn’t the right 
way’ – people don’t like that, but it’s right.”

Gary and Kate are now establishing 
their family home, with their daughters. 
They volunteer to work at Gilead for 
weekends when the farm manager 
needs a break. Until recently, Gary had a 
supervisory job in a quarry, with 12 men 
working for him, which he has just le�  
(with great references!) to start a new role 
supervising over 80 part time workers, 
some of whom may have stories like his.

“I tell people my story. If you put your 
heart into it at Gilead, you can become a 
functioning part of society again. But we 
have free will to choose it.”

01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk
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Forgiveness was 
the Key for Gary

Unlocking people, 
Releasing Potential

Sta�  and Community members outside Grace Lodge

Gary at work on the farm
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by Kirsten Claiden-Yardley

In this beautifully illustrated volume, 
Nina Morgan and Philip Powell 
provide a fresh perspective on 
Oxford’s churchyards as ‘geological 

treasure-troves’. Six cemeteries are 
featured – Holywell Cemetery, St 
Sepulchre’s Cemetery, the churchyard of 
St Thomas the Martyr, the churchyard of 
St Mary and St John, the churchyard of St 
Andrew’s Headington and the Headington 
Municipal Cemetery. 
   It is best described as a gazetteer that 
addresses each cemetery in turn, selecting 
a range of gravestones as case studies for 
different stone types. Whilst Morgan and 
Powell are both geologists by training, 
they have taken the time to produce a 
short history of each cemetery and of 
the individuals commemorated by each 
gravestone which adds to the broader 
appeal of this book. Each entry includes 
a short description of the composition of 
the gravestone, and a longer section on 
how to identify that particular stone type. 
Photographs illustrate the gravestones as 
well as providing close-ups of the stones’ 
surfaces, and interesting features such as 
lichens, inscriptions and fossils.

  This is a well-
written book 
that provides 
an accessible 
introduction 
to geology; 
to the 
gravestones of 
Oxford; and to 
the historical 
developments, 
such as the 
introduction 
of railways, 
that had an 
impact on the 
availability of 
different stones. 
   It would be of particular interest to those 
wanting to further their knowledge and 
understanding of the featured cemeteries. 
More generally, the detailed descriptions 
and photographs mean that it would be 
an invaluable aid to anyone attempting 
to identify the composition and origin of 
a gravestone in other churchyards. Above 
all, it encourages us to reflect on the 
wide variety of stones in our churchyards 
and what they can tell us about both the 
sciences and society.
   Kirsten Claiden-Yardley is the 
Diocese’s Assistant Church Buildings 
Officer. 

The Geology of Oxford Gravestones
Nina Morgan and Philip Powell
Geologica Press £14.99

by Joan van Emden

At last, a considerable scholar 
has looked at the way in which 
we worship – not the meaning 
of the words, but the way in 

which those words are chosen and framed 
and how we speak them. Far too often, 
these aspects are neglected or brushed 
aside as taking away from spontaneity; 
to Dr Hammond,  they help us to 
recover something of the mystery of our 
relationship with God.    
   With this in mind, Dr Hammond 
discusses posture, repetition, rhythm 
and punctuation. This sounds simple, 
but the author’s extensive classical and 
patristic frame of reference allows us to 
look with new insight at how these aspects 
of worship affect us. The acts of prayer 
and of receiving Holy Communion, she 
says, make us automatically want to lower 
ourselves in humility and vulnerability, 
giving ‘non-verbal expression to a religious 
sense... of treading on holy ground’.   
   In some ways the most compelling 
section of the book is about repetition, 
and Dr Hammond clearly disapproves of 
the attempt in Common Worship to reduce 
the amount of this, on the grounds that 
it is boring and unnecessary. The case 
she makes is a strong one: repetition has 
always been at the heart of worship; to 
take Communion regularly is ‘a sign of 
readiness to be part of the body of Christ 
whenever and wherever it is gathered’. The 
corporate nature of our Church worship 
is stressed, while the modern tendency 
to think in terms of individuality and 
spontaneity (freely-composed words 

indicating 
veracity) 
is strongly 
criticised.  
   There is a 
profoundly 
helpful 
section on 
‘mind-slip’, 
suggesting 
that 
repeated 
words in 
a liturgy 
escape our 
conscious 
attention 
so that we 
are ‘thrown outwards by the centrifugal 
force of the prayer’, allowing the eternal 
Word to speak instead. In one of the 
many lovely images in the book, the 
author says that repeated words in prayer 
‘acquire a quality of lubricity which is as 
polished and slippery as an oaken handrail 
on a mediaeval staircase – and just as 
beautiful’.
   It is difficult to do justice to such a 
complex and important book in a short 
review. It combines simple, practical 
advice, for instance about the problem 
of page-turning in reading the liturgy 
aloud or the use of  PowerPoint to present 
hymns and other text to worshippers, 
with insight into, for example, silence as 
punctuation or the necessary relationship 
of trust between the officiant and the 
congregation.
   The scholarship of Dr Hammond at 
times may be a little overwhelming for 
the reader, but persevere. This book is 
invaluable for anyone who leads, or is 
responsible for, the liturgy of our Church. 
Joan van Emden worships at Christ 
Church, Reading.

The Sound of the Liturgy
Cally Hammond
SPCK £19.99

Ten Tips for a Man-Friendly Christmas Eve Service
By the Revd Paul Eddy

On Christmas Eve, something strange happens in 
lots of villages, towns and cities across the Oxford 
Diocese – men who are not regular churchgoers 
attend a carol service. And the next week, well, 
the vast majority of them disappear, not to be seen 
again until Easter, or possibly Mothering Sunday.   
Most Sundays, men comprise less than 30 per 
cent of the adult attendance in a typical Anglican 
congregation. But on Christmas Eve, the men return. 
When it comes to reaching men, apart from funerals, 
clergy, and congregations have an opportunity to have an impact on these men and 
the 10 tips below may help:

1.     Keep the sermon/talk brief. No more than 15 minutes. Tell a great story.
2.     Keep the whole service no more than one hour.
3.     Feature lay men up front.
4.     Sing familiar Christmas carols that men know, in a key the baritones can sing (we  
         don’t want A&Es flooded with men suffering hernias from trying to reach the  
         high notes).
5.     Talk about the adventure and danger of the Mission Christ had. Tell the story of a 
         martyr.
6.     Promote any upcoming events for men.
7.     Employ masculine imagery and language.
8.     Play a video clip from an action film as a metaphor.
9.     Plan a January sermon series that would interest men – and promote it on 
        Christmas Eve.
10.  Present Christ the man rather than Christ the infant, and focus teaching on 
        Christ’s power and mission, rather than just his meekness and gentleness.

Oh and one big mistake: Many churches build their Christmas Eve services around 
adorable little children dressed as angels. Parents crowd the stage area, snapping 
pictures. ‘it’s for the children,’ is the message given.  Well, maybe, but it is also for 
mum AND dad. We need to be careful that the annual visit to church by men doesn’t 
perpetuate their myth that Church and faith is for women and children. This is NOT to 
say that some Christmas cuteness will drive men out the door – of course not.  Dads 
also like to see their children engaged and having fun – just let’s not overdo it!
  Finally, Jesus said to his disciples: “I will make you fishers of men.”   This 
Christmastide will wash in large numbers of men who need Christ in their lives and 
in their families. Let’s make sure our church services are relevant to these men if we 
want to see them again throughout the year.
The Revd Paul Eddy is the Diocesan Missioner (Unreached Men) and the Vicar of 
Stanford in the Vale with Goosey and Hatford.

Drawing on a professional 
career as an actor and as a 
teacher, Janine Gillion has 
written a nativity play based 

on the advantages that the no-rehearsal 
model offers. Her drama skills and 
experience in churches have resulted in 
her first book The No-Rehearsal Nativity.
   If you lack time in the weeks before 
Christmas, or want to ensure that 
any who turn up on the day can be 
involved, this book will allow for that. 
Janine has also allowed for variations 
in cast numbers and added guidance 
for planning, staging, and any props 
or costumes. There is also advice 
on incorporating the nativity into a 
Christingle or blessing of a crib service.
   Janine says that those who lead a no-
rehearsal nativity only ‘need a generous 
and loving spirit’. With that in place and 
the guidance in the book, there is no 
reason why any church should not be 
able to host a play that is enjoyable and 
meaningful for all!  
   Janine Gillion was involved in 
establishing Intermission Theatre 
Company, based in London, offering 
opportunities to 15 to 25-year-olds 
who are offenders, at risk of offending 
or lacking in opportunities. Janine has 
also worked alongside her husband, the 
Rt Revd Rob Gillion as a Missioner to 
the Arts, supporting the ministry and 
combining her love of theatre with her 

love of God. She now lives in the Diocese 
of Riverina in NSW Australia, where Rob 
is the Diocesan Bishop.
   The Door has three copies of The No 
Rehearsal Nativity to give away. For 
the chance to win simply send your 
name and address to The Door, Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 
OX2 0NB. The closing date is Friday 4 
December. 

Win a book about a Nativity with a difference 
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Are you caring, fl exible, physically and mentally strong with a sense of humour 
and fun, and have a need to be independently part of a loving family.

YOU COULD BE:
Single or part of a couple • Young or mature in years • Self employed or retired

WHAT IS NEEDED:
A very special person to be a helper/carer/friend to 4 children and their 

parents, with two little girls who attend a local school but are in wheelchairs 
due to physical disability and their two younger brothers who go to school and 

nursery.

You would be needed 2hrs before school and 3hrs aft er school with negotiable, 
occasional fl exibility.  A female is required for the sensitivity of the girls who 

would be able to help them with negotiating the specially adapted ground fl oor 
bedrooms and walk in shower with every disability aid on hand including 

ramp to car.

WHAT IS ON OFFER:
• Independent fl at separate from the house 

which is situated in a beautiful old town 
on the edge of the Cotswolds

• Agreed salary
• Scope for personal home-based work or 

independent work in the town situated within walking distance

WE ARE LOOKING FOR 
A VERY SPECIAL SINGLE OR COUPLE 

TO BE HELPER(S)/CARER(S)/FRIEND(S) 
TO 4 CHILDREN

ARE YOU SEEKING A LIFE CHANGE

Contact in � rst instance
Sue 01628 488087

the Door, December 2015, page 6

Shine your light in 
your community

So what are you waiting for? 
Visit christingle.org/reach today to register 
your event with us, and we’ll help you touch 
even more people with the love of Christ. 

For almost 50 years, churches across the country 
have experienced the joy and fun of Christingle.

This vibrant celebration is a great way to  
share the love and light of Christ with your 
community – especially children and families. 

What’s more, you can help us shine a light  
into the darkness of abuse and neglect  
which is hurting so many children.

Open the doors at your Christingle 

Charity Registration No. 221124 XTC002/1015

‘A wonderful evening 
and a great opportunity 
to outreach to our local 
community and speak 
of God’s love for us, 
expressed so perfectly 
in Jesus.’
Jo, Christingle Organiser

XTC002_Advert_Baptists Together_V1.indd   1 15/10/2015   09:55

Hardback | 9781473630031 | £14.99 | AVAILABLE NOW
Audio CD | 9781473633292 | £9.99 | 19 November/hodderfaith
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Around the Deaneries - Buckingham

by Jo Duckles

RETIRED engineer, the Revd Ron 
Bundock, has been the Area Dean of 
Buckingham for nearly four-and-a-half 
years. He was the vicar of Stowe, a parish 
within the deanery, for 16 years, a role he 
carried out while working full-time. It was 
when he retired from secular work that he 
was asked to take over as Area Dean. “I’m 
getting used to being the Area Dean now. 
I was the vicar of Stowe until just over a 
year ago and now they have the Revd Sue 
Sampson who is doing a terrific job.”
   With five stipendiary clergy and 21 
churches, Buckingham is thought to be 
one of the smallest deaneries in the whole 
Oxford Diocese. At its centre is the town 
of Buckingham, with a population of 
12,000 but in the outlying areas villages 
of as few as 100. Ron and his wife Judith 
now worship at St Peter and St Paul’s in 

Buckingham. 
   Ron was 
ordained in 
1990 and in 
1998, Ron 
became the 
vicar of Stowe. 
The village has 
a population of 
300 (exluding 
Stowe School) 
and the church regularly gets 30 to 40 
people. So how did Ron balance looking 
after a lively village church with full time 
work? “I worked very hard and didn’t have 
much time off,” he says. “The advantage 
paradoxically was that most members 
of the church realised I was in full time 
secular employment and that I couldn’t do 
everything. My response if people came to 
me with ideas was to say ‘that’s a cracking 

idea, please go ahead.’ Having 
someone with one foot in 
the secular world and one 
in the clergy world was an 
advantage as people knew 
I was suffering the same 
pressures they were in a work 
environment and couldn’t do 
everything.”
   All the time Judith was still 
part of St Peter and St Paul’s 
Church, where she managed a 
£670,000 project to redevelop 
the building and then became 
the parish administrator. 
   The benefices that make 
up the deanery include 
some beautiful, historic 
buildings, but Ron is aware 
that rural clergy are facing 
challenges. “While St Peter 
and St Paul’s is a big church, 
some of the smaller village 
churches are finding it hard 
to have enough people to run 
children’s or young people’s 
ministries and the HS2 rail 
link is a real challenge to rural 
communities,” he says. 
   However, despite the challenges, the 
Deanery works well with its neighbours, 
the Mursley and Claydon Deaneries. Every 
year they join forces to offer a hospitality 
tent offering people the chance to Rest a 
While at the busy Bucks County Show. The 
tent offers tea, cake, children’s activities 
and the opportunity for people to make 
prayer requests in the midst of a huge, 
bustling agricultural show. (Pictured left.)

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: The Revd Ron Bundock 
Lay Chair: Georgie Christopher 
Clergy: 11 
Churches: 21 
Benefices:  5

THE congregation at Buckingham Parish Church has been praying for several 
years for a town-centre property for various pastoral and community service 
initiates. Ideas ranged from dispensing tea and coffee, people to pray with 
and chat to and selling Christian books and cards.  Last summer, church 
representatives were asked by Buckinghamshire County Council whether 
they’d be interested in a lease on the former Red Cross centre in the centre of 
town. The church now has a two-year lease, with a rent of just £1 per annum. 
   Although they don’t quite yet have the keys, they have a team planning 
furiously to get the centre (uninhabited for three years) up and running 
again.  Planned activities include: afternoon tea groups; a new location 
for the community foodbank; a planned Street Angels initiative; courses 
such as bereavement care and marriage enrichment; overnight emergency 
accommodation for homeless people; a ‘Men in Sheds’ initiative and a 
general networking hub for community-based projects and groups.  The 
Revd Will Pearson-Gee, the Rector, said: “This is an answer to prayer and 
we are incredibly excited to have a new resource from which to serve our 
community.  It is a big challenge but I know people will rise to it and make 
the Church even more relevant to Buckingham.”

STOWE Parish Church is being 
transformed into a winter wonderland 
for its first ever Christmas Tree Festival 
this month.  
   The four-day festival will be officially 
opened by the Bishop of Buckingham, 
the Rt Revd Alan Wilson, at 2pm on 
Thursday, 10 December. Everyone is 
welcome to see the decorated trees that 
will be lining the path to the historic 
church, which is situated in the National 
Trust’s Stowe National Gardens, and 
Stowe School. There will also be trees 
throughout the church, sponsored by 
local organisations and businesses.  
   Money raised will be split between the 
Children’s Air Ambulance and Stowe 
Church Water Project. The water project 
is a two stage scheme currently being 

planned. The first phase is to get mains 
water to the church and phase two is the 
installation of a kitchen.  
   The official opening will be followed 
by a quarter peal of bells and music 
by pupils from Stowe School. On the 
Saturday the festival will draw to its 
official close with a Jingle Bell Jazz 
concert from Rance’s Rockin’ Choir. A 
community carol service takes place on 
the Sunday evening.  
   The festival takes place from Thursday 
10 December to Saturday 12 December, 
10am to 5pm. Admission is £3 for adults/
free for children and £2 for National 
Trust or Stowe House visitors. Free 
parking is available at the church for non-
National Trust members.  

Town centre base for just £1 per year rent Visit the first Stowe Christmas Tree Festival 
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8 Christmas gifts that give twice
As lists of Christmas presents 
for friends and family are being 
drawn up, churches in the Oxford 
Diocese are helping people to 
buy Fair Trade, local and green 
gifts. The Door explores how.

The Kidlington parish Traidcraft 
group began its Fair Trade 
Christmas Fair in 2005. In 2014, it 
combined with a Kidlington versus 

Climate Change green fair to become the 
One World Market.    
   Margaret Day explains: “We combined 
so we could bring together issues of fair 
trade, the environment and supporting 
local businesses; our strapline is ‘trading as 
if everybody matters’. This means we can 
offer not only fairly-traded goods but also 
locally grown/made, organically produced, 
energy saving – making it a much more 
rounded approach to sustainability. We can 
also promote support for all these issues, 
with information, videos and more. This is 
a market with a difference – whatever you 
buy, whatever money you spend will help to 
make our world and our own locality more 
sustainable and fairer for all.” 
   The market turns Kidlington’s Exeter Hall 
into a veritable treasure trove, with around 
25 exhibitors offering a variety of goods and 
information.
   Milton Keynes’s annual Christmas Fair 
started about 20 years ago, when the new 
Christ the Cornerstone Church opened 
in the city centre.  It’s an offshoot of the 
Milton Keynes Justice and Peace group’s Fair 
Trade network, which supplies eight to ten 
churches in the area and has annual sales 
worth about £20,000. As with Kidlington’s 
fair, it’s expanded over the years to include 

not only a variety of groups offering 
fairly traded products from international 
partners but also local producers: indeed, 
the organisation has rotated amongst Fair 
Traders, local charities and a local business. 
   There’s a particular focus on foods: Win 
Kennedy, who runs the Fair Trade network, 
noted that it’s important to her to support 
small farmers, whether they’re local or 
international, and to know that they’ve had 
a good deal for their products. More broadly, 
she comments: “If you’re buying something 
to give somebody pleasure, it’s even more 
satisfying if you know that the producer of 
that gift has also benefited, wherever they 
may be.” 
   About six years ago, the Deddington Fair 

Traders, who join with local producers to 
sell their wares monthly at the Deddington 
Farmers’ Market, began to hold a special 
Christmas “Traidcraft” preview day in the 
parish church. As soon as the new Traidcraft 
catalogue appears, they order a large 
selection of items, choose a day, and then 
from 10am until 6pm have the potential 
gifts on display for people to inspect. Orders 
placed on the day get a 10 per cent discount 
– and the total orders and sales are generally 
around £1,200.  
    Viviane Hall said: “We put a flyer in the 
monthly Deddington News, so we do get 
quite a lot of people in. It’s spreading the 
word about Fair Trade and Traidcraft; it’s 
selling more Traidcraft. It’s tiring, but it’s 
good fun.” 

THIS Christmas the Diocese of
Oxford is encouraging church-
goers to give “gifts that give
twice”. There are many ways
of doing so: for example, with
‘alternative gift’ schemes, you
give a donation to a charity, and
they provide a card or magnet 
you can give to someone else as
a present. The person receiving
the card knows you thought
about them – and the person
receiving from the charity
benefits too.
   Buying from Fair Trade or 
local producers is another way.
When you give a Fair Trade gift, 
the recipient gets a lovely, high-
quality product - while the 
person who produced the gift is 

paid a fair price for their work 
and benefits from decent 
working conditions. Buying 
locally produced gifts also helps 
people build a better life 
for themselves, their families 
and their communities.
   Supporting the “gifts that give
twice” campaign, the Acting 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher, said: “At 
Christmas time, we remember 
God’s gift to all people – so it’s 
particularly fitting to think 
about how the gifts we give 
to celebrate the holiday can 
benefit not only those who 
receive them, but also people in 
need and producers locally and 
around the world.”

Fair Trade Shops 
The Cornerstone (Grovelands Shopping Centre, Grove)
Tel: 01235 772280. www.cornerstonegrove.org.uk

Cornerstone Trading (Christ the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes) 
Email: wkennedy@btinternet.com

Deddington Farmers Market Fair Trade Stall
Tel: 01869 338225 Email: deddingtonfairtrading@gmail.com

Fab and Fair (online only, Amersham)
Tel: 01494 732418 Website: www.fabandfair.co.uk 

Fairtrade at St Michael’s (Cornmarket, Oxford)
Tel: 01865 722505 Website: www.fairtradeatstmichaels.co.uk

Just Trading Wallingford (St Mary’s St) 
Tel: 01491 826600 www.justtrading.co.uk

Manumit (online only, Newbury)
Tel: 01635 231211 www.manumituk.com 

The Mustard Seed (Market Place, Faringdon) 
Tel: 01367 244821 www.mustardseed.org.uk 

One Village (A44, Woodstock) 
Tel: 01993 812866  www.onevillage.com

RISC World Shop (London Road, Reading)
Tel: 0118 958 6692 www.risc.org.uk/worldshop 

The Windmill (London Road, Headington)
Tel: 01865 236944 www.headingtonfairtrade.org.uk.

Many of the shops will supply goods on a sale or return basis
to churches that want to run stalls before/after services. 

The jewellery stall in Kidlington, and below, the whole One World Market. Photos: Margaret Day

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

BUILDING CONSERVATION (UK) LTD

FOR MAINTENANCE 
ON CHURCHES AND 
LISTED BUILDINGS

Phone Free: 

0800 052 1030
buildingconservationltd@hotmail.com
www.buildingconservationukltd.com
Estimates free and 
without obligaition

BUILDING CONSERVATION (UK) LTDBUILDING CONSERVATION (UK) LTD

FOR MAINTENANCE 
ON CHURCHES AND 

NATIONAL FRUIT 
TREE SPECIALISTS

One of the UK's largest suppliers of fruit trees and soft 
fruit plants including Cranberries and Goji Berries

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 

01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 
OF OUR LATEST SPECIAL OFFERS

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Annual (max. age 85) and single (no max. age) 
cover for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

Real and friendly people... not machines!

BUY YOUR INSURANCE BEFORE
CHRISTMAS AND BEAT THE PRICE INCREASE

Call us now and get great prices for Annual, Single Trip and 
Long Stay cover with £10 OFF all policies if purchased this year.

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk
www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk

Registered Charity in England and Wales No.240675

Saint  Columba’s House 
Retreat and  

Conference Centre
01483 766498 

Maybury HIll, Woking   GU22 8AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 
Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675

Giving Fair Trade and local gifts 

Take a break



Advertising

9Christmas gifts that give twice

Nepal is one of the poorest 
countries in the world. The UN 
estimates that almost 30 per 
cent of Nepalis live in poverty 

– and women often get the worst deal. 
But this Christmas Traidcraft is giving its 
customers the chance to help Nepalese 
women and other vulnerable people by 
choosing Fair Trade.     
   Nepali girls are far less likely to continue 
in education than boys because Nepali 
families believe sons will look after them 
in their old age. Girls can therefore be seen 
as a burden with little or no economic 
value, and are vulnerable to traffickers 
who offer promises of marriage or work.   
Up to 15,000 women and children are 
trafficked out of Nepal every year. It is 
suggested that the average age of women 
trafficked is 15 – with some girls as young 
as seven. Some are forced into manual 
labour; large numbers into sex work where 
they are brutally ill treated. Younger sex 
workers are seen as having a greater value 
to the brothels and pimps.  Virgins are 
particularly prized since it is rumoured that 
sex with a virgin will cure HIV/AIDS.
   But there are alternatives for people 
living in poverty.  Women are becoming 
empowered through Fair Trade 
organisations like Get Paper Industries 
(GPI). With a largely female workforce, 
the employees spend their time making 
products like gift wrap and stationery. 
GPI donates funds to General Welfare 
Prathistan (GWP), which has helped one 
woman, who was gang raped and ostracised 
by her family, to build a new life. 
   The felt worker, who cannot be named for 

legal reasons, said: “Literally crying, scared 
and frightened, I reached the GWP field 
office and met with Ms Parbati Bartaula 
[GWP field officer]. She listened to my 
story and assured me that she would enrol 
me in felt craft production where I would 
be employed. Now I am working in the felt 
craft production and now I am confident 
and living with self-respect.”
   GWP has 10 women employees including  
Manju Lama, (pictured above) who said: “I 
have been working here for two and a half 
years. I had no knowledge of felt before 
I came here but this is a good job. I like 
everything about working here. It is good 
that I am earning and I like the people here. 
We are a real team! It is important that we 

sell as many of the products as possible. We 
want to work. This is a good opportunity 
for us to earn.”
   Products like Traidcraft’s Jolly Felt 
Star Decorations are among the range 
of products Manju, Sumitra and their 
colleagues make. GPI is looking to expand 
its business to give the women more work, 
new skills and a better income.

by Sjoerd Vogt

We’ve  had a Fair Trade and 
Christian bookshop called 
the Mustard Seed in the 
centre of Faringdon since 

1986. Many of us still remember those 
early days when drinking fair trade coffee 
was more a punishment than a pleasure! 
Well, even though the quality of the 
fantastic range of goods carrying the Fair 
Trade symbol is no longer in question, 
we do continually face new challenges in 
spreading the message; both Fair Trade and 
Christian.    
   Christmas is an incredibly important 
time for the shop, but also a time of moral 
dilemmas. How can we reconcile the 
seasonal gluttony and wastefulness with 
our urgency to sell, sell, sell?   How can we 
ask people to “live simply” but at the same 
time encourage them to buy?
   We do this by trying to constantly focus 
on the story behind the goods; the all-
important message. Fair Trade isn’t about 
buying something that you need (or don’t 
need!) – it’s about changing the world; 
trying to put in place a level playing field; 
trying to give people the means to earn 
a living rather than being exploited. And 
what better Christian message could there 
be at Christmas?  
   The Real Advent Calendars from the 
Meaningful Chocolate Company are all 
about message. The 32-page activity book 
is not only a refreshing change from elves, 

reindeer and snowmen, but the delicious 
Fair Trade Belgian chocolates allow us a 
little bit of indulgence as we try to change 
the world one chocolate at a time. 
   Special evening opening hours, Fair 
Trade house parties and the regular church 
sales all help in the run-up to Christmas.  
Advent candles, wrapping paper, cards 
and chocolate-tree biscuits are all very 
popular items.  But probably most popular 
of all are the special Christmas hampers.  
Each basket is filled with a selection of 
delicious Fair Trade foods: chocolates, 
snacks, nuts, spreads, biscuits, tea/coffee 
… and then wrapped up to look really 
festive.  The perfect gift for family, friends 

– the neighbour who looked after your pet 
python… 
   In the run-up to Christmas, more than 
£3,000 of Fair Trade goods are wrapped 
up and sold as festive hampers (above) 
and hamper sales are also very effective in 
generating general awareness in the wide 
range of fair trade goods available from the 
Mustard Seed.  
   We really try to stress that the giving and 
receiving of fair trade goods will benefit 
three parties;  the producer,  the receiver, 
and the giver. And all will have a more 
joyful Christmas as a result!      
Sjoerd Vogt runs The Mustard Seed. 

Photo: Traidcraft

GPI’s products are available through 
Show You Care at www.traidcraftshop.
co.uk or in the Traidcraft catalogue: 
ring 0191 4973999 to receive one. The 
catalogue can be used for church or 
individual orders. 

Photo: The Mustard Seed.

OxonSpice
An independent network
of clergy spouses in 
the Diocese of Oxford

OxonSpice is a growing network of clergy 
spouses in the Diocese of Oxford who have 
decided to keep in touch for mutual 
encouragement, nurturing and support, with 
occasional events across the Diocese. OxonSpice
is operated independently by a group of clergy 
spouses but is grateful for diocesan 
encouragement and support.

Next event 
Saturday 30th January  10:30-15:30
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 
Guest Speaker: Amy Boucher Pye
Author of Finding Myself in Britain: Our Search for 
Faith, Home & True Identity

To book your place and to find out more about this 
and future events  please contact:
eMail: oxonspice@yahoo.co.uk
 Frances Howells 01296 424980
or Matthew Caminer 07780 954879

27 February:  Christian Ethics
5 March:   Migrant Church
13 – 16 March:  Practical Politics for Local 
  Churches - Integrating 
  Justice with Mission
10 – 13 April: Theology and the Arts
10 – 16 July:  Summer School in 
  Biblical and Theological 
  Studies on the theme of 
  Migration

www.rcc.ac.uk/studycentre
Ripon College Cuddesdon, Nr Oxford, OX44 9EX
tel: 01865 877422  email: enquiries@rcc.ac.uk

Study Days and Short Courses for 2016
– All Welcome

A programme of study days and courses 
for lay and ordained people to engage in 
study and conversation, and to expand 
their knowledge and skills.

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com

Offering hope to Nepali women 

Fairtrade at Christmas - a perspective from Faringdon 
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Unwrap precious gifts

UK registered charity no. 1105851 Company no. 5171525 Scot charity no. 
SC039150 Christian Aid Ireland: NI charity no. NIC101631 Company no. 
NI059154 and ROI charity no. 20014162 Company no. 426928. The Christian 
Aid name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid. Christian Aid is a key 
member of ACT Alliance. © Christian Aid October 2015. J5092.

Twice the impact! This Christmas, the UK 
Government will again match every pound 
raised* – meaning we can transform the 
lives of even more people living in poverty.
*The UK Government will match every donation made to the Christmas appeal 
between 6 November 2015 to 5 February 2016, up to a total of £5 million.

In the busy lead up to Christmas, rediscover 
the most precious gift, given to all, through 
Christian Aid’s daily personal reflections.

Order your copy today by calling: 0870 078 7788 
or email orders@christian-aid.org quoting F2333 
or visit christianaid.org.uk/celebrate

Make time today 

to lay aside your 

expectations, for your 

day, for Christmas. 

What might God be 

trying to say to you?

Unwanted gifts

Being given the gift of a mosquito net 

doesn’t make sense to many people in 

Nigeria, who have never been told what 

it is or why they need it. This leads to 

widespread misuse of nets – instead of 

being hung over beds as they’re meant 

to be, they are stapled to windows, 

used as fi shing nets or hung over crops. 

Dasu Yakubu, who works for a Christian 

Aid partner in Nigeria, said that he has 

even seen someone wearing a net as a 

wedding gown!

If nets are not enough, what else might 

be needed to stop this killer disease?

P
ho

to
: C

hr
is

tia
n 

A
id

/A
m

y 
S

he
pp

ey

December 2015

December 2015

6
7
8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
1
2
3
4
5
6

6
7
8
9
10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1
2
3
4
5
6

Make time today 

to lay aside your 

expectations, for your 

day, for Christmas. 

What might God be 

trying to say to you?

December 2015

6
7
8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
1
2
3
4
5
6

J5092-Christmas Aid match ads - The Rochester 340hx261w V1.indd   1 29/10/2015   13:01

the Door, December 2015, page 10



11News

by Sarah Meyrick

THE diocesan office is moving to new 
premises next spring. A date is yet to be 
set, but the intention is that the relocation 
will take place at Easter 2016. 
   The Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
(ODBF) has bought modern offices in 
Langford Locks, in Kidlington, near 
Oxford airport. The new offices will be 
known as ‘Church House Oxford’. At the 
same time Diocesan Church House (DCH) 
– a converted former vicarage in North 
Hinksey village – is on the market.

“...staff are working 
in cramped and 
unsatisfactory working 
conditions.”

   The decision to move was taken by the 
Bishop’s Council in February this year after 
18 months of careful deliberation. Simply 
put, the organisation has outgrown the 
original building, meaning that staff are 

working in cramped and unsatisfactory 
working conditions. This has come about 
for a number of reasons. In particular, 
because of the changed political landscape, 
the education team has expanded to 
ensure that the Church can continue 
to deliver its vitally important historic 

mission to serve 
the community 
through its 
schools. Other 
staff, such as the 
Archdeacon of 
Oxford and the 
Diocesan Director 
of Ordinands, 
also now have 
office space at 
DCH which was 
not previously 
the case. The 
Oxford Diocesan 
Schools Trust 

(ODST), a multi-academy trust supporting 
a growing family of academies across the 
Diocese of Oxford, needs an increasing 
amount of office space. Furthermore, 
there is a significant shortage of meeting 
space at DCH to hold events and training, 
and insufficient car parking space around 
the site. “The building has served us 
well, but like many organisations, we 
have found that our needs have changed 
over time,” said Rosemary Pearce, the 
Diocesan Secretary. “While we try to be 
good neighbours in the village, our visitors 
frequently end up parking their cars all 
along the narrow North Hinksey Lane 
and on the grass verges, which is clearly 
less than ideal and we often have to hire 
external venues for meetings, and that is 
both inconvenient and expensive.”
   Bishop’s Council charged the diocesan 
staff to look at a range of options for the 
future, which included building on to DCH. 
The buildings team drew up some plans for 

extensions, but it soon became clear that 
this would only exacerbate the parking 
problem. And costings showed that this 
would almost certainly be more expensive 
than purchasing a modern office building, 
not to mention the huge upheaval for 
visitors and staff during the building and 
refurbishment works.

“This is a decision that 
Bishop’s Council has 
taken only after a great 
deal of careful thought 
and soul searching.”

   “This is a decision that the Bishop’s 
Council has taken only after a great deal 
of careful thought and soul searching,” 
said The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the  
Acting Bishop of Oxford. “We’ve had to 
think about the long term strategy of the 
Diocese, not just the immediate squeeze 
on space. We are planning for the next 15 
years. Our vision is that we will provide a 
place of hospitality and service, a resource 
centre for the parishes we serve. We 
also believe that developments such as 
open-plan working will offer significant 
advantages in terms of working across 
teams.
   “The project team is now working hard 
on the fit-out of the new building, to 
ensure that we make wise decisions about 
matters such as the best use of space 
and 21st century IT. It’s been a very big 
decision, but I’m delighted that we are 
now in a position to move forward with 
confidence.”
Sarah Meyrick is the Director of 
Communications for the Diocese of Oxford. 

Modern new office building for the Diocese

Why Kidlington?
Bishop’s Council asked the diocesan team to bring forward proposals to provide a 
fit-for- purpose office building. The options were limited: we wanted to buy a freehold 
building, to avoid the costs associated with renting. A number of possibilities across 
a range of locations were considered. Given the size of the area served by the ODBF 
staff, no single location is perfect for everyone in the three counties. However, Bishop’s 
Council members overwhelmingly supported the Kidlington option because of the 
facilities on offer. The location is accessible by road and public transport. A brand 
new railway station, Oxford Parkway, has just opened, linking Kidlington to London 
and Oxford via the Chiltern Line. Because there is sufficient space, Church House 
Oxford will also house the Dorchester Area Office. A bonus factor is that this will be a 
convenient location for our new Bishop who will be living in Kidlington.

Won’t it cost a lot of money?
Every move costs money. However, we will be selling DCH, and the good news is 
that changes in planning laws mean that it is worth significantly more than it was 18 
months ago. By buying another office, we have also invested in another asset. Until 
DCH is sold, it is impossible to give a precise figure for the cost of the move, but the 
costs are being monitored extremely closely by the diocesan team and the Planning 
and Budget Sub-Committee of the Bishop’s Council. Because it is modern, the new 
building is more energy efficient. Ongoing maintenance costs are also expected to be 
proportionately lower, bearing in mind the number of staff and visitors the building 
will cater for.

So how will it be paid for?
We will take out a long term loan once DCH is sold and the cost of the move is known. 
Servicing this loan has been factored into future budgets. But all the calculations have 
been done on the basis that it will not have a significant impact on the parish share.  

What about the DCH staff?
Any such move involves change for our staff and that can be challenging. Members of 
staff are involved in working out the best options for the layout and fitting out of the 
offices. There are statutory processes for consultation in such circumstances and HR 
colleagues are working closely with staff to ensure that the move goes well. 

The overcrowded car park at Diocean Church 
House, North Hinksey. Photo: Jo Duckles. 

Deputy Diocesan Surveyor, Dave Mitchell, who is project managing the move.  
Photo: Sarah Meyrick.

Bishop Colin outside Bannister House at Langford Locks, which is being 
transformed into the new Church House Oxford. Photo by Simon Williams.
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If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 
about  ACTS or would like to 

make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Alm  Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

Addiction

Counselling

Training

School

www.gilead.org.uk

offering a residential rehabilitation program, called 
KEY, for people with life-controlling addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, 
eating disorders, self harm, and other addictive 
behaviours. Based on a 300 acre dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead also offers the following training in 
addiction counselling:

- Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 150 hours
- Recovery Support Counselling   (17 courses) 280 hours
- Addiction Studies (23 courses)  350 hours

Gilead Foundations is also offering
- Biblical Systematic theology
- The Holy Spirit
- The Person of Jesus Christ

At Gilead Foundations we use the 
Genesis Process Relapse Prevention programme 
with our clients. This training and the Genesis tools 
are used throughout the programme at Gilead: We 
also have a correspondence course on counselling by 
Jay Adams

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 

The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England.

For further information or an application form please contact:

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish,
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street,

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA

Telephone: 01305 813895
www.devenishhomes.org

Registered Charity No. 202400

Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled.

BE 
SEEN
You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 

of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To fi nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com
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Come to share and celebrate 
Christmas at Christ Church Cathedral. 

For details of services and events, 
please visit 

www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 
or call us on 01865 276155 

Christ Church Cathedral
St Aldates Oxford OX1 1DP

www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 
01865 276155

Held in stunning Dorchester Abbey, PACT’s annual carol concert takes place on Sunday 13th 
December this year.  

All are invited to a family tea party from 4-5pm followed by the carol concert from 5-6.30pm. 
There will be performances from the Abbey Choir, young soprano Erin Hughes along with choir girl 
Rhean Legg and Reading Community Gospel Choir (as seen on BBC’s Songs of Praise and The One 
Show) as well as lots of opportunities for the congregation to join in for classic Christmas carols. 

The carol concert is free to attend but there will be a retiring collection to raise funds for 
therapeutic services for adopted and fostered children.  

We look forward to seeing you there and encourage you to bring friends and the whole family to 
join in the festivities. 

Tickets are free but must be booked in advance via PACT’s website: 
www.pactcharity.org/carols 
Tickets are limited so please don’t delay and register for 
tickets today.  

Have you registered for your free tickets yet? 
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e-mail sales@genesiscars.org.uk  
or visit us online at genesiscars.org.uk

Our team is ready to help you...

Call 0800 230 0238

GenesisCars
Creating the ultimate car buying experience

.org.uk

The 100% bespoke car 
buying service for the 
Christian community.

We aim to offer the best value for money 
whilst providing the highest level of 

customer service.

£8995
NOW ONLY

13 REG

£7995
NOW ONLY

Fiat 500 
1.2 S 
Red 18K

£2995
NOW ONLY

08 REG

Vauxhall Insignia 
2.0 CDTi SE Nav 
Auto Est Silver 47K

Renault Megane 
1.6 VVT Dynamique 
5dr Auto Gold 59K

15 REG

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

Novel 
available 
on Amazon

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
fi ve star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk56

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com

 

01752 228000  l  www.nicolahurst.co.uk
65 Hyde Park Rd  l  Plymouth  l  PL3 4JN

 

Scan here for more info

A unique gallery, now open 6 years, selling 
jewellery, glass, ceramics and other gift items; 

all hand made in the UK.
 

Buy online at 
www.nicolahurst.co.uk

Nicola makes jewellery on her premises in Plymouth. 
Commissions and repairs undertaken. 

Regular exhibitions showcasing  new jewellers.
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Audio version 
Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227.

Editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227 
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Production/Distribution Manager: Debbie Dallimore
Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Glenda Charitos Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: glenda@cornerstonevision.com
Editorial Support Group Chair: The Revd Graham Sykes 
Email: graham.sykes@oxford.anglican.org

Deadline for Stable Door:  Friday 27 November 2015
Published: Monday 14 December 2015. 

The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
(Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). The registered office is
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. 
Tel: 01865 208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability 
of our advertisements, their inclusion in The Door does not guarantee
it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

The Order of St Frideswide
by Robin Birch

My response on being invited by Bishop John 
to become a member of the Order of St 
Frideswide was one of total astonishment 
– why me? – followed by glad acceptance. 

As an old House man and a lifelong worshipper with my 
wife Jane in the Cathedral, which is effectively our parish 
church as well as my College chapel, I have had a devotion 
for over 40 years to Frideswide as Patroness of Oxford and 
the ultimate Foundress of Christ Church. 
   When I was Honorary Secretary of the Friends of the 
Cathedral I helped to secure the funding needed to restore 
the remains of her shrine, destroyed at the Reformation 
and very badly restored in the 19th century. Significant 
further parts of the original shrine had come to light over 
the years and, supported by the scholarship of Dr John 
Blair of Queens’ College, a better job was possible. Dr Blair 
has also argued that Frideswide was a real person and not 
a myth, the daughter of a local grandee who about the year 
700 rejected an arranged marriage into the royal house 
of Mercia. In consequence she took the other career path 
open to well-born women in those days and founded a 
monastic establishment. The rest, as they say, is history. 
   I do not suppose however that Bishop John was thinking 
about any of this when he asked me, but did so because 
I have since 2009 at his invitation chaired the Buildings 
Management and Strategy Committee and the Glebe 
Committee of the Diocese. (With this goes membership 
of the Bishop’s Council and the Diocesan Synod.) These 
committees are part of the engine room of the Diocese 
and like Martha, rather than Frideswide, the Chair is 
“cumbered about with much serving”. My task is to 
support and guide the Buildings Department in looking 
after the vicarages of the three counties and some 6,000 
acres of Glebe, securing the consent of the Committees 
and doing my best to ensure that all is done to the greater 
glory of God and the satisfaction of the parishes we are all 
there to serve.
Robin was one of five people pictured above who were 
admitted to the Order of St Frideswide in October. 

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters sent 
electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words.

Free to a good home: 
Hymns Ancient and Modern
Clearing out the choir music library here, we have 
discovered 45 copies of Hymns Ancient & Modern New 
Standard, full music edition, in reasonable condition 
(definitely used but with all covers still attached).
    I wondered if we could advertise them somehow as 

free to a good home, as I’m sure there would be a choir 
somewhere in the diocese who could use them.  The best 
point of contact for anyone interested would be the Music 
Office at Radley College on 01235 543034.
 Tim Morris. Succentor (lay), Contingent Commander, 
Radley College CCF.

Cowley church hall re-opens

AFTER eight years of being locked up, the church 
hall at St Mary and St John Church on Cowley Road, 
Oxford, has been re-opened for community use. The 
grand re-opening happened last month after a two-
year restoration project.

   The new vicar, the Revd Phil Ritchie, said: “The 
newly renovated hall is a perfect expression of our 
church commitment to hospitality and service.  We 
anticipate that the hall will be a beacon for spiritual 
transformation, social action, interfaith dialogue, 
fun and outreach to undeserved groups in the 
community.” Parishioner Janet Macrae said: “We 
have restored the hall so that it can return to being a 
community asset.” 

Competition Winners
The winners of last month’s competitions:
Marge Muil from Kennington and Miss Weerasinghe 
from Earley have both won a copy of Parish Church 
Treasures - The Nation’s Greatest Art Collection by 
John Goodall. 
Anne Pennock from Maidenhead and Mrs Ibell from 
Princes Risborough have both won a £20 Traidcraft 
voucher.

Authorised listeners needed
THE diocese is recruiting people willing to act as volunteer 
authorised listeners for survivors of sexual abuse who 
wish to explore the way forward with someone from the 
Church. This might involve one or two sessions for each 
survivor. We want to recruit both men and women, both 
lay and ordained, and resident across the diocese.              
   This role was proposed by the national church in the 
policy document Responding Well to Survivors of Sexual 
Abuse. This is available on the Diocesan website at 
http://tinyurl.com/qdalxlu   You need to be available for 
interview on 27 or 28 January and for training on 23 
February. If you think you have appropriate qualifications 
and experience for this and can make these dates please 
contact Stephen Barber, Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser at 
stephen.barber@oxford.anglican.org for more details and 
an application form.

From left, Robin Birch, Mary Bayliss, Peter Bridges, Geoff Strutt, Jo Saunders and the Acting Bishop of Oxford (the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher). Photo: Jo Duckles. Read full biographies here http://www.oxford.anglican.org/church-honours-lay-people-for-
distinguished-service/ Below left is the Shrine of St Firideswide. Photo: KT Bruce.
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& SON LIMITED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS     EST. 1826

A.B.WALKER

Five generations of professional 
service, experience and care. 
For personal 24hr assistance 
0118 957 3650
Ask about our award winning 
funeral plans

www.abwalker.co.uk

STAINED GLASS  
ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN
Design, Restoration 
and Installation of all 
traditional leaded light 
window and door panels

Specialist in the 
reproduction of hand 
painted and decorative 
stained glass

Expert church window 
and stained glass cleaning 
service

EST 1990 with over  
40 years experience

barrydavis1955@btinternet.com
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk

3 Malthouse Lane,  
Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
By appointment only

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD1215

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

 
   

 

AND ACCESSORIES
Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, OX29 6PS 

  
TEL  (01993)  886802

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

AUDIO VISUAL SYSTEM
Has your church recently installed an 

effi  cient and cost eff ective system, 
which the congregation loves?

If so please contact us so that 
we can learn from your experience.

Th e Wychwood Benefi ce 
Tel: 07957143688

Running the French National 
Water Lily Gardens is 
probably not on the mind of 
most ordinands as they put 
themselves forward for a life 
of ministry. But that is what 
the Revd Charles Overton 
did for three years. The Vicar 
of Chalfont St Peter told Jo 
Duckles his story over a coffee, 
after a trip to Oxford’s Botanic 
Gardens, where this summer he 
had planted some spectacular 
water lilies.

It was raining when I met the aquatic 
plant expert who told me his story, 
but the lilies and the pond at the 
gardens still looked spectacular. 

Charles was born in Scotland to RAF 
parents, and his family then moved to 
what is now Terminal Five at Heathrow 
Airport, and then to Slough, where Charles 
joined the choir of St Francis’s Church 
when it was built in 1961 and studied at 
Slough Grammar School. When he went 
to Oxford’s Corpus Christi College to read 
Chemistry, his older brother, who was 
already studying there, invited him to St 
Aldate’s Church, where Keith De Berry was 
the rector. 
   “Keith preached at a service and I stayed 
behind afterwards and gave my life to the 
Lord,” says Charles. “I had read my Bible 
every day since my confirmation aged 14. 
I struggled with the King James Version, 
but I got a good grounding in scripture.  
As Keith de Berry preached, it seemed like 
all the bits of the Bible I knew were fitted 
together like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle, and 
suddenly it all made sense.”   
   With an increasing sense of being called 
to ordination, Charles went for his first 
selection conference in September 1973. 
“I was not told to do something else for 
a few years and come back, I was simply 
rejected as ‘not recommended’. I asked the 
Director of Ordinands to find out why,” 
says Charles. 

   The then Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Kenneth Woollcombe told Charles to 
return 12 months later. He did and was 
recommended for training. Meanwhile he 
had secured a position as Administration  
Trainee with HM Customs and Excise, but 
never took up the post.  

   “All the bits of the 
Bible fitted together 
like pieces of a jigsaw 
puzzle...”

   Charles completed a Cert Ed as a 
chemistry teacher. He taught for two years 
in the Pilgrim School in Bedford before 
returning for a further three years  in 
Cambridge studying theology.  Ordained 
in Rochester Cathedral, Charles became 
a curate in Tonbridge and in his first year 
married Lesley. Following the curacy he 
became a school chaplain at St Lawrence 
College, Ramsgate and then, in 1988, a 
country vicar looking after three churches 

in Essex.  He then went to 
Hughenden, where he had 
the space for seven outdoor 
ponds and two inside a 
polytunnel.  “I have been 
interested in waterlilies since 
I was a child and built my 
first garden pond when I was 
13,” he says. 
   In early 2000 he was asked 
to go and look after the 
French National Collection 
of Waterlilies and the 19th 
century aquatic nursery that 
first gave coloured hardy 
waterlilies to the world. 
The five-and-a-half acre 
site has hardy and tropical 
waterlilies, lotuses and the 
giant Victoria lily. It is open 
to the public from April to 
September. Charles was 
supposed to go from the 
beginning of March to the 
end of October. Meanwhile, 
Lesley, who worked at 
Wycombe Hospital, stayed 

in the UK, looking after their four 
children and visiting once a month. 
   Charles was responsible for everything 
at the centre, with the help of Sylvie, a 
French woman who ran the shop, and 
one labourer who spoke neither French 
nor English.  An ‘O’ level in French 
taken in 1967 did little to equip him as 
a French speaker but inevitably Charles 
picked up some of the language while 
he was out there. By the time he moved 
back to the UK, three years later, the 
gardens had doubled their turnover. 
   His expertise is in demand because, 
as well as being asked to replant the lily 
pond at the Botanic Garden of Oxford 
University this year, he is a regular 
speaker at garden clubs. He also gets 
calls from lifestyle magazines and has 
been on the television talking about 
everything from the culinary uses of 
waterlilies to the aphrodisiac qualities of 
Nile lotuses. 
   As well as his interest in waterlilies, 
he has taken a keen interest in sports, 
running youth camps at Lee Abbey and 

was asked to be chaplain to all the English- 
speaking athletes at the Winter Olympic 
Games in 1992 at Albertville.   “At the time 
of my ordination I consciously said ‘Lord, 
I know I will  never be able to afford to ski 
as a clergyman, I give that one back to you, 
thank you.’ Twelve years later, and having 
manned English Churches in the Alps 
with Intercon,  I became a chaplain to the 
Olympic Games, it was an extraordinary 
experience.” 
   And back in Chalfont St Peter, Charles 
might not have the right space for a pond, 
but he did get his former colleague Sylvie 
to send 70 half wine-barrels, in which he 
grows them in his garden. 

Charles’s next engagement to speak, 
on the the History and Cultivation 
of the Waterlily, is on 25 February 
2016 at Hagbourne Garden Club, East 
Hagbourne Village Hall (OX11 9LR). 
Doors open at 7.00 pm.

  ,

The Revd Charles Overton and below the lilies in the 
vicarage garden. 
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‘Christ will come again’
by Canon David Winter

Every Sunday we say it: ‘Christ 
has died. Christ is risen, Christ 
will come again.’ It is the ‘great 
mystery of faith’, we are told. Well, 

the last of the three statements certainly 
represents a mystery, in the everyday 
sense of the word, to most of us. We can 
understand that round about 30AD Jesus 
of Nazareth was crucified in Jerusalem. We 
accept as a key element of our Christian 
faith that on the third day after that 
event his tomb was found empty and he 
appeared to a number of his friends, and 
continued to do so for over five weeks.  
But the third statement seems to be in a 
different category.
   To start with, it’s not a claim about 
something that has already happened, but 
about a future event. He ‘will’ come again. 
There is evidence for the crucifixion and 
for the resurrection of Jesus, but this is 
purely a faith statement. We believe (it 
says) that the one who died and rose will 
‘return’. It doesn’t say when, and Jesus on 
earth was very clear that no one except 
‘the Father’ knew when that would be – 
indeed, he said, even he didn’t know. But 
he also left his followers in no doubt that it 
would be an event of immense importance 

– the Day of the Lord, the culmination of 
all of God’s purpose for his creation.
   Now that is some claim! An event whose 
date we cannot know concerning a Person 
who was once on earth and is now in 
heaven would signal the end of the present 
age and the beginning of a new one. We 

pray (again, every week) ‘Your kingdom 
come’. This would be the final answer to 
that prayer – the will of God being done 
everywhere and not just in ‘heaven’. No 
wonder we call it a ‘mystery’.
   Yet in a sense, if we believe in God at all 
– or at any rate a God who is not a cosmic 

monster – what other ‘end’ could there 
be? Is this war-torn, suffering, sin-stained 
muddle of brutality and kindness, of 
hatred and love, the best we can hope for? 
Was it for this that the Creator brought 
light out of darkness and began the 
extraordinary processes of his creation?

“Advent tells us that 
the story of God and 
his creation is not yet 
complete.”

   Advent tells us that the story of God 
and his creation is not yet complete. The 
‘return’ of his Son (whatever form that 
may take) will be the sign and seal of his 
purposes for us, which are not malign 
but generous, not confused but clear, not 
bitter and sad but utterly good and joyful. 
Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Advisor on evangelism, 
former BBC head of religious affairs, 
a broadcaster and the author of many 
books. See www.davidwinter-author.
co.uk 

by the Revd Richard Smail

Most people in the diocese 
know that our cathedral has a 
world-famous choir, and that 
choral evensong is sung most 

evenings, with a full range of services on 
Sundays. What generally goes unnoticed is 
that all cathedral worship is underpinned 
by the daily recital of morning prayer at 
7.15am and a celebration of the Eucharist 
immediately afterwards. These services 
are open to all and provide a wonderfully 
serene and prayerful preparation for the 
day, although at the moment they remain 
a resource little used by people in the 
diocese.  
   Morning prayer, which is said in the 
Latin Chapel, is attended by the Dean and 
Canons (both lay and ordained), and forms 
an important part of the collegial life of 
the Chapter. This is a service of the Word 
which lasts about 20 minutes, and includes 
substantial psalms (which are recited 
antiphonally) and two Bible readings. The 
Common Worship service (and lectionary) 
is followed. This antiphonal recitation of 
the psalms provides an opportunity for 
quiet, meditative feeding on words which 
have formed part of Jewish and Christian 
worship since the earliest times.  
   The Eucharist which follows (at about 
7.40am) also uses the contemporary 
form of Common Worship with a 

variety of Eucharistic prayers. Members 
of the Chapter celebrate in rotation. 
Intercessions include prayer requests 
left the previous day at the shrine of St 
Frideswide, and members of the cathedral 
community who are sick are prayed for 
by name. This quiet service, at which 
communicants usually form a semicircle in 
front of the altar to receive the sacrament, 
speaks powerfully of community and of 
a shared commitment to Christ in his 
sacramental presence. 

“...an opportunity for 
quiet, meditative feeding 
on words....”

   The celebration, which is attended by 
some members of the Chapter, a few 
‘regulars’ and occasional visitors, provides 
a calm yet joyful prelude to the day. 
Although morning prayer is said day by 
day in the Latin Chapel, where the facing 
stalls enhance the antiphonal nature of 
the service, the Eucharist is celebrated in 
different chapels according to the day of 
the week. 
   The tiny Lucy Chapel is used on 
Mondays. Here, in the window behind the 
altar, is some of the earliest stained glass 
in the cathedral, including a portrayal of 
the martyrdom of St Thomas a Becket: 

sacrifice above accords 
with sacrifice below. On 
Tuesdays, the service 
is held in the Chapel 
of Remembrance 
(formerly called the 
Military Chapel). Here 
sacrifice of a different 
kind is commemorated, 
since each chair bears 
the name of a soldier 
who died in the First 
World War. Other 
memorials recall 
the cathedral’s links 
with local regiments. 
A simple stone 
commemorates the 
poet WH Auden, a former member of the 
House who worshipped here. In the Lucy 
and Remembrance Chapels the celebrants 
face east (the traditional posture) 
whereas in the other chapels they face the 
congregation.  
    On Thursdays and Fridays the Eucharist 
is celebrated in the Lady Chapel. Here 
the altar is a simple plinth and light is 
provided not by altar candles but by a 
corona above. In the middle of the aisle 
is a stone commemorating St Frideswide, 
the patron saint of Oxford. Here there 
is more stained glass portraying biblical 
figures. Saturday’s services are in the Latin 
Chapel, so that over the course of a week 

worshippers complete a journey across 
the cathedral from south to north, and 
experience a range of settings and styles of 
celebration. It is as though each chapel has 
its own identity, and so a week’s worship 
can feel like a pilgrimage in miniature.   
   Busy people often complain that they 
have little or no time to pray. May I 
commend these calm, quiet, thoughtful 
services which provide just such an 
opportunity? I can think of no better way 
to start the day.  
 
Richard Smail is Priest-in-charge of 
Rousham and a former Fellow and 
Chaplain of Brasenose College.
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 St Michael and All Saints’ Church, 
Park Road, Abingdon OX14 1BG

 Presents a

GALA CONCERT 
with the

APPASSIONATA STRING ORCHESTRA 
Kate Allsop and Peter Willis

Leader Helen Pitstow

Saturday 19 December 
7:30pm

Tickets £10; Concessions £8
From The Bookstore, Abingdon Precinct or on the door

“Now it came to pass in those days”....

A. CORELLI           Christmas Concerto (Concerto Grosso Op.68) 
     for string orchestra
J.S.BACH               Christmas Oratorio extracts from Parts I and II 
     for Tenor, choir and orchestra
G.SAMMARTINI   Recorder Concerto in F 
     Kate Allsop - Recorder Soloist
G. FINZI                  Dies Natalis Op 8 for voice and string orchestra
     Peter Willis - Tenor

Enquiries from Jane Cadogan 01235 538758  email; jane.cadogan@btinternet.com
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Maidenhead
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Slough
01753 520 081

Windsor
01753 865 982

funeralpartners.co.uk

E Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

A life well 
remembered  
lives on.

A funeral is a time  
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of  
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side.

You can talk to us  any 
time, day or night or  
for further information 
visit us at 

www.esargeant.co.uk
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WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/DIRECT
 OR CALL 01782 251000

Thousands of CDs and DVDs at only £9.97
And thousands of CDs and DVDs now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands of amazing books and DVDs...

Do your shopping 
in comfort and confidence 
at Cross Rhythms Direct.  

Music, books and DVDs for life...

December prayer diary
The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
‘And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn’ –  Luke 2.7 
 
Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

TUESDAY 1 World Aids Day 
Garsington, Cuddesdon and 
Horspath: Emma Pennington and 
Mark Chapman. For the new Messy 
Church being set up in Cuddesdon 
and for all those who will come to our 
services over the Christmas period. 
Garsington School, Horspath School. 
Commissioning service for the new 
Director of Mission, Andrew  
Anderson-Gear.

WEDNESDAY 2 Benson: For the 
widow and family of our late Vicar, 
John Burrell. For the congregation of 
St Helen’s, Benson and the Ewelme 
Benefice. Pray that their search for a 
new vicar will be successful. Benson 
School. 

THURSDAY 3 Chalgrove with 
Berrick Salome: Ian Cohen and 
Bob Heath-Whyte. For St Mary, 
Chalgrove and the continued works of 
refurbishment and restoration, and 
our shared worshipping life with the 
Chalgrove Methodist Church. For St 
Helen, Berrick Salome – thanksgiving 
for the completed restoration of the 
bells, and for the joy that they offer to 
the village.

FRIDAY 4 Chinnor, Sydenham, 
Aston Rowant and Crowell: Maggie 
Thorne and David Bartlett. For our 
schools work (Open the Book, already 
underway, and REInspired, hopefully 
to be launched early next year) and our 
Village Prayers. Aston Rowant School, 
St Andrew’s School, Chinnor.

SATURDAY 5 Dorchester Team 
Ministry: Sue Booys, Paul Cawthorne,  
Anne Ilsley, David Haylett, Jon Roberts, 
Michael Lakey, Jennifer Morton, 
Edna Strange, Brian Newey, Marcus 
Braybrooke, Richard Miller, Myles 
Godfrey, Jan Hiles and the Leading 
Your Church into Growth Mission 
Group. For our link with the Burning 
Bush nutrition initiative at Boegoeberg 

in Kimberley and Kuruman, in 
thanksgiving for the rapid increase in 
the number of meals served, in hope for 
our future work in partnership and in 
anticipation as we plan the visit of four 
members of the Boegoeberg community 
to the Dorchester Team. For the 
parishes of the Bridge Group entering a 
vacancy, for those who will help discern 
a new House for Duty priest and for the 
person whom God is calling to join us in 
the Dorchester Team. St Birinus School, 
Clifton Hampden School, Culham 
Parochial School, Long Wittenham 
School, Marsh Baldon School.

MONDAY 7 Warborough: Caroline 
King, Edna Strange and Richard Pascoe. 
For the parish. Warborough School. 

TUESDAY 8 Ewelme, Brightwell 
Baldwin and Cuxham with 
Easington: Jonathan Meyer. Ewelme 
School.

WEDNESDAY 9 Great Milton with 
Little Milton and Great Haseley: 
Simon Cronk, Tony Jefferis and Toby 
Garfitt. Bishop’s Council. Great Milton 
School, Little Milton School.

THURSDAY 10 Icknield: Christopher 
Evans, Lucie Austin and Angie 
Paterson. For the four parishes of the 
benefice preparing Mission Action 
Plans. For the afternoon teatime service 
at St Leonard’s Church, Watlington 
which is seeing the emergence of a new 
congregation.

FRIDAY 11 Thame Team Ministry: 
Alan Garratt, Peter Waterson, Graham 
Choldcroft, Rachel Cross, Emma 
Racklyeft and Geoffrey Rushman. For 
our growing work amongst families 
and young people led by Nick Francis 
and Sian Stratton. For a deepening 
sense of the Holy Spirit inspiring and 
empowering us to reach out in love and 
compassion to our local communities. 
Lewknor School.

SATURDAY 12 Deanery of Chipping 
Norton: Sally Welch, Amanda Gafford, 
James Walmsley, Paul Mansell and 
Andrew Savage. For the mission of 

the churches in the area and their 
continued growth in the face of 
challenging financial circumstances.

MONDAY 14 Charlbury with 
Shorthampton: Sally Welch and Jan 
Fielden. For our work with children 
and young people and our work in 
maintaining and developing our 
relationship with the town and the 
wider community. Diocesan Advisory 
Committee Meeting.

TUESDAY 15 Chipping Norton Team 
Ministry: James Kennedy, David 
Salter, Jackie Jones, Martha Simpson 
and Elizabeth Allen. For the gospel 
to be taken out fruitfully through 
our Christians Against Poverty Debt 
Centre. For God to raise up and help us 
to equip new leaders across the various 
areas of ministry as we continue to see 
growth. St Mary’s School.

WEDNESDAY 16 Great Tew with 
Little Tew and Heythrop: Virginia 
Thomas. The team and congregations 
at both St Nicholas and St John the 
Evangelist.

THURSDAY 17 Hook Norton with 
Great Rollright, Swerford and 
Wigginton: John Acreman, Wendy 
Cunningham and  Janet Collins. With 
some new housing and quite a number 
of properties changing hands at the 
moment, we ask for prayers regarding 
our welcoming of the many newcomers 
to the benefice. With large amounts of 
building work soon to be undertaken in 
three of our four churches, we ask for 
prayers that our focus on maintenance 
may not distract us from mission and 
outreach. Great Rollright School, Hook 
Norton School.

FRIDAY 18 Forest Edge: Paul Mansell 
and Sarah Jones.  Finstock and Leafield 
Schools.

SATURDAY 19 Wychwood: Kate 
Stacey and Anne Hartley. Give 
thanks to God for a wonderful year of 
celebrations for the 900th anniversary 
of the foundation of St Mary the Virgin, 
Shipton under Wychwood. Pray for 

 
 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).

CHRISTMAS DAY: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Sung Matins; 11.15am 
Choral Eucharist; 6pm Said Evening Prayer.

  Tel: 01865 276155        www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
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The Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of Noble Poverty

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’

Vacancies for Brothers
The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

   
 

 
  
  
  

 

Are you caring, compassionate and 
want to make a real difference to 
others? If yes, then you should  
become a Live in carer!
•  Rates from £560 per week - enhanced pay
for drivers with their own vehicle
•  Full board whilst on assignment
•  3% employer pension contribution
•  Ongoing support
•  Travel Allowance
•  Holiday Pay
•  Free Training
Call us now to discuss your rewarding career.

Us. The new 
name for USPG
Registered charity 
number 234518

Donate at www.weareUs.org.uk/
advent or phone 020 7921 2200.

Us Advent 
Appeal 2015
Help Us provide a lifeline  
for Europe’s refugees.

Your donations will provide 
food, shelter and healthcare  
to refugee families in Greece.
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The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
wisdom, discernment and courage as 
we begin a year of working out how we 
transform our hopes and dreams for 
this place into strategic action as we 
seek to build God’s Kingdom here on 
earth as in heaven. Wychwood School.

MONDAY 21 The Chase: Mark Abrey 
and Marion Needham. Chadlington 
School.

TUESDAY 22 Deanery of 
Maidenhead and Windsor: Margaret 
Bird, John Sykes, Thomas Walton, Jim 
Tucker, Lesley Burch, Vera Hunt and 
Ben Whitaker. 

WEDNESDAY 23 Bray with 
Braywood: Richard Cowles. For all 
our special Christmas services. For our 
‘Leading Your Church into Growth’ 
mission team. Braywood School. 
Holyport School.

THURSDAY 24 Christmas Eve 
Burchetts Green: Keith Nicholls, 
Tina Molyneux and Teresa Kennard. 
Pray that our Mission Action Plan, 
recently completed by the PCC and 
introduced to the congregation, will 
be a springboard for the growth of our 
churches. Pray that we will be able to 
identify and train new lay leaders from 
amongst our congregation. Also pray 
that the many people who will gather at 
our churches over the Christmas period 
will find a faith in Jesus for themselves. 
Burchetts Green Academy. 

FRIDAY 25 Christmas Day Clewer: 
Rosie Webb. For the parish. Windsor 
Clewer Green and Windsor St Erf 
Schools.

SATURDAY 26 St Stephen Cox Green 
(Maidenhead): Joan Hicks. For the 
continuing work on our new Mission 
Action Plan. For preparations for a new 
after-school club at Wessex Primary 
School starting in the New Year.

MONDAY 28 Holy Innocents 
Dedworth: Louise Brown. Give thanks 
for the ‘Dare to be Dedworth’ Festival 
recently held. Give thanks for those 
who have recently given their lives to 
Christ. Pray that the Holy Spirit will 
enable growth from these two events.

TUESDAY 29 Furze Platt: Mark 
Balfour and Pat Rose. Pray for St 
Peter’s and St Mark’s, especially over 
Christmas, with all the guests that 
come to our services, and that we 
will have people interested in doing 

Alpha in the new year. The vicar, Mark 
Balfour, finishes on 10 January. For the 
churchwardens, Tony and Charlotte, 
and the rest of the team here as they 
prepare for the vacancy. For Mark and 
Rosalie as they move to become CMS 
mission partners in training, with a 
view to going to Guatemala next year. 

WEDNESDAY 30 Maidenhead All 
Saints Boyne Hill: Jeremy Harris, 
Neil Bryson and Elizabeth Bryson. 
For the All Saints Steering group, 
Listeners and congregation as we begin 
the journey with other parishes in 
Partnership in Missional Church. We 
give thanks for the blessings that the 
parish is already receiving through this 
journey of dwelling in God’s word. Give 
thanks for the excellent partnerships 
that All Saints has with its schools of 

Boyne Hill Infants, All Saints Juniors, 
Altwood Academy and Claires Court. 
We give thanks too for the Open the 
Book project at All Saints and Larchfield 
schools. We pray that these links 
may continue to grow and for more 
leaders of Open the Book, a wonderful 
opportunity to share Bible stories in 
our schools.

THURSDAY 31 Maidenhead St 
Andrew and St Mary Magdalene: 
Will Stileman, Sam Brewster, Sam 
Allberry, Dave Atallah, Ruth Knight 
and Jill Palfrey. For our current 
Christianity Explored courses. For the 
outreach opportunities over Christmas, 
especially our ‘Christmas unwrapped’ 
presentations to a number of Year 6 
pupils from local schools.

The Revd David Gilmour will take up 
post as Vicar at Reading Greyfriars (with 
New Hope Community Church); The Revd 
Alice Goodall will take up post as Rector at 
Shelswell; The Revd Dave Bull will take up 
an additional role as Area Dean of Wycombe; 
The Revd Jean Pryce-Williams will take 
up  post as Associate Minister at Cumnor; 
The Revd Dr Michael Piret will be leaving 
his post as University Chaplain at Magdalen 
College, Oxford; The Revd Canon Graham 
Foulis-Brown has retired from his post as 
Rector at Peppard Common and Kidmore End 
and has been given permission to officiate; 
The Revd David Uffindell will no longer be 
Area Dean of Bracknell but will continue in 
his other posts; The Revd Dr Amanda Bloor 

has left her post as Director of Ordinands for 
Berkshire.
The following have been given permission to 
officiate: The Revd Anika Parker; The Revd  
Canon Peter Ballantine.
We recall with sadness the deaths of:  
The Revd John Race and The Revd 
Roberta Farman.

Amendment from the last issue: The Revd 
Robert Simmonds will take up post as Interim 
Priest in Charge at Reading Holy Trinity and 
The Revd Nicholas Cheeseman is not taking up 
an additional post as Priest in Charge at Reading 
Holy Trinity. We apologise for this error.

Prayer for the Bishop of Oxford vacancy
Gracious Lord and shepherd of your pilgrim Church, 
We bless you and praise you that you have 
gathered us,  
from across this Diocese,  
to be one flock, within one fold. 

By your Spirit,  
Give us wisdom, courage and faith 
as we seek a faithful pastor who will 
sustain us on the journey, 
feed us with word and sacrament 
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’, 
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.

This we ask in the name of Jesus, 
our loving, faithful shepherd 
who is the beginning  
and the end of all that we are  
and seek and do.     Amen.    

Our Bishops on Sundays
 
SUNDAY 6 Advent 2 Bishop Colin confirming in Wykeham 
Benefice.

SUNDAY 13 Advent 3 For the Human Resources 
Department at Church House.

SUNDAY 20 Advent 4 For the Communications Department 
at Church House.

SUNDAY 27 St John the Evangelist For the ICT Department 
at Church House. 

 

 
A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2015/2016 is available 
at www.ccow.org.uk

Coming and Goings
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Courses, training, conferences and workshops in December
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SATURDAY 5 DECEMBER
Chinnor:  St Andrew’s Church 
Christmas Tree Festival will take 
place from 5 to 13 December. Email 
nrhm@btinternet.com for details of 
events during this time. 
 
Marston, Oxford:  Jesus Women 
International Prayer Movement 
meeting at The Cherwell School 
OX2 7EE from 9.30am to 12 noon 
for prayers. Phone 07950 775993 
or email jewin1503@gmail.com for 
details.

SUNDAY 6 DECEMBER
Tilehurst: Christingle service at 
9.30am for all ages and Eucharist 
with anointing and laying on of 
hands at 6.30pm at St Michael’s 
Church.

TUESDAY 8 DECEMBER
Oxford: The Oxford Council for 
Christians and Jews invite you to a 
Hanukkah and Advent celebration 
at 7.30pm at Harris Manchester 
College, Oxford OX1 3TD. Email 
oxfordccj@gmail.com for details. 

THURSDAY 10 DECEMBER
Stowe: Christmas Tree Festival at 
Stowe Parish Church begins today 
at 10am until 5pm on Saturday 
12 December. Cost £3 (free for 
children). Email ssampson@stowe.
co.uk for details. 
 
Oxford: Maggie’s Charity Concert 
will take place at Christ Church 
Cathedral at 8pm. See www.
oxfordplayhouse.com/ticketsoxford 
or phone 01865 305305 for details 
and tickets. 
 
FRIDAY 11 DECEMBER
Haddenham: Community 
Christmas Tree Festival will take 
place at St Mary’s Church from 
10am - 6pm today; 11am - 7pm 
on 12 December and noon to 5pm 
on 13 December. Email hardy48@
btinternet.com for details.
 
Bicester:  St Edburg’s Foundation, 
St Edburg’s Church Christmas Tree 
Festival will take place from 10am -  
 

7pm today and on 12 December and 
12.30pm - 5.30pm on 13 December. 
See www.stedburgschurch.org/
christmastreefestival for details.
 
SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER
Stowe: Rance’s Rockin’ Chair Jingle 
Bell Jazz at Stowe Parish Church at 
7.30pm. Tickets £10. Phone 0845 
680 1926 or 07554 995346 for 
details. 
 
Hagbourne: St Andrew’s Tree 
Festival begins on 12 December at 
noon and will end with a handbell 
‘Ring and Sing’ carol concert on 
22 December. Secret Santa sale 
on 12 December; open bell tower 
on 13 December (3pm to 5pm) 
and concert with mulled wine and 
mince pies on 19 December. Email 
maranda@ccow.org.uk for details. 

WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER
Thatcham: Concert by the Vivace 
Voices ladies choir at St Mary’s 
Church RG19 3PN at 2.30pm. 
Tickets £3 available on the door and 
include refreshments. All proceeds 
to Alzheimer’s Society.  

SATURDAY 19 DECEMBER
Oxford: Candlelit carols by The 
Cathedral Singers of Christ Church 
at the Cathedral at 8pm. Tickets 
£15 (£12 conc). Phone 01865 
305305 or see www.ticketsoxford.
com for details.
 
SUNDAY 20 DECEMBER
Tilehurst: All age Eucharist at St 
Michael’s Church at 9.30am. 

WEDNESDAY 23 DECEMBER
Oxford: Service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols at Christ Church 
Cathedral today at 7.30pm and 
tomorrow at 3pm. Free entry 
but tickets needed.  See www.
oxfordplayhouse.com/ticketsoxford 
or phone 01865 305305.

FRIDAY 25 DECEMBER
Cookham: Carols by Candlelight 
at Holy Trinity Church at 6.30pm. 
Email sarawood44@hotmail.com for 
details. 
 
Tilehurst: Family Eucharist at St 
Michael’s Church at 10am.

Christmas Tree Festival  at St Edburg’s Church, Bicester in 2014.
Details of this year’s Festival below. Photo: Maggie Durran

Look out for the Cathedral’s Advent, 
 Christmas and Ephiphany brochure.

www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral
Tel: 01865 276155

Bookings now open for next term’s Learning for 
Discipleship and Ministry courses in New Testament, 
Church History, Preaching, Communion by Extension 
and more. Venues in Reading, Oxford and Bucks.
Open to anyone wanting to dig deeper in their faith, 
become better equipped and to learn more about 
God and our place in his world.

See www.ldm.eventbrite.co.uk or  
phone 01865 208257 for details.                                 

RELAX! WITH UP TO 4,000 USED CARS 
PRICE CHECKED DAILY, COMPREHENSIVELY 
CHECKED AND GUARANTEED

YOU’RE SURE TO FIND 
YOUR PERFECT  
CAR!

AUTOSAVE... SERVING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

PART
EXCHANGE
WELCOME

NATIONWIDE
DELIVERY

TO YOUR DOOR

BRAND NEW  
CARS AVAILABLE

ALL MAKES

FULL
HISTORY
CHECK

FLEXIBLE
FINANCE

AVAILABLE

*Based on personal Contract Hire (PCH) payment profile 9+47. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity 
may be required. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction.

Call 0845 122 6910
autosave.co.uk

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2i 16V  
SXi 5DR (AC) SILVER 61K

10 REG

£4223NOW
ONLY

.99 PER
MONTH*

NOW
ONLY

48 MONTHS (9+47)
£143

FIAT 500  
1.2 POP 3DR

NEW
BRAND

FORD FOCUS 1.6 TDCi  
EDGE 5DR BLUE 79K

61 REG

£6659NOW
ONLY

MINI 1.6 ONE  
PIMLICO 3DR RED 57K

11 REG

£7030NOW
ONLY

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6i  
EXCLUSIV 5DR BLACK 40K

58 REG

£4966NOW
ONLY

Many children are 
currently in care and  
need a new family…  
could you  
be that family?

Adoption
Connections

St. Francis’ Children’s Society is a voluntary 
adoption agency, rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. 
We welcome all kinds of adopters for all kinds of 
children, regardless of age, race, cultural background, 
religion, marital status or sexual orientation. Connecting the Adoption Circle

www.sfcs.org.uk
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

Registered 
Charity

No. 211670

Milton Keynes:  01908 572700
Peterborough: 01733 475581

Adoption information evenings: First Wednesday of every month 6.30pm-8.00pm

Venue:  SFCS, Collis House, 48 Newport Road, Woolstone, Milton Keynes, MK15 0AA
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contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com


