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Who baked all the pies?
by Jo Duckles

HOW far would you go to rustle up the 
perfect pork pie for The Great British Bake 
Off judge Mary Berry? 
   Volunteer caterers from Shippon in 
South Oxfordshire were faced with that 
very dilemma when they were tasked 
with coming up with a posh picnic for 
the main speakers at the Grand Day Out. 
Caroline Parkin worked hard to come up 
with a suitable pork pie, using a recipe 
for a version of the classic British snack 
using Cumberland sausages and shortcrust 
pastry. 
   Her husband, Neil, then delivered the 
first attempts to Daphne Tonks, who was 
in charge of planning the picnic. Daphne, 
a churchwarden at St Mary Magdalene, 
Shippon, says: “We were asked to make 
picnic lunches for 20 speakers. We have 
done catering for diocesan events before 
but we knew we were going to have to raise 
the game for Mary Berry and certainly not 
risk the pies having soggy bottoms. 

    

“We decided the first pies were a little 
too spicy. Caroline’s husband Neil  kept 
bringing them down to us and it was third 
time lucky on getting our approval. We 
then thought we’d try and put the letters 
GDO on them but our daughter said it 
looked as though we couldn’t spell God. 
   “We’ve decided on the final pies and 
left Caroline with the task of ensuring 
the batch she cooked for the day were 
top notch. There were three different 

variations with Neil running down with 
them. She is just hoping that when she 
makes them for the weekend they will 
be alright,” added Daphne, who loves 
cooking and has been providing lunches 
for a village community club for 13 years.  
   Caroline and Daphne also worked 
together on sandwich fillings  including 
stilton with pear and radicchio and 
pastrami and cream cheese. Busy Daphne 
dropped the posh picnics off at Christ 
Church before dashing back to Shippon to 
prepare for a big wedding at the church.  
  As she left hundreds of people were 
gathering to wish the Bishop of Oxford, 
the Rt Revd John Pritchard, farewell at 
the multi-venue event.  
   Early that day the ongoing Thames 
Pilgrimage paused at Christ Church  for 
The Grand Day Out. As the Door went 
to press the pilgrimage was getting 
underway with Bishop John and his 
team setting off on the 104-mile route. 
Please pray for the pilgrims as they 
continue on their journey and feel free 
to join the pilgrimage, particularly as it 
passes through your part of the Diocese. 
The route was set to continue from 
Oxford, through all four archdeaconries, 
eventually ending up in Runnymede on 
Sunday, 28 September. A website showing 
the 10 stages, complete with maps, 
directions, a list and spiritual reflections 
has been launched and was designed to 
work particularly well with Smartphones 
for those who want to be able to access 
information while they are out and about.

To find out more see www.
thamespilgrimway.org For a 
full report of the Grand Day Out 
see www.oxford.anglican.org/

granddayout

...we knew we were 
going to have to raise 
the game for Mary 
Berry...
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THE Prime Minister David Cameron 
has praised a Church of England School 
that has been classified as “good” by 
Government inspectors.
   St John the Evangelist CE Primary School 
in Carterton was removed from special 
measures after the Ofsted inspection in 
July. In a letter to the school, Mr Cameron 
said: “This really is a fantastic achievement 
and well deserved by you and your staff. 
I know how pleased you all must be and 
I am sure that pupils and their parents 
are very grateful for your hard work and 
dedication.” St John’s falls within the PM’s 
Witney constituency. 

“This really is a fantastic 
achievement.”

   The school has now been given a 
small number of areas for improvement 
before it can be classed as “outstanding”. 
The inspection took place in July and 
the subsequent report noted: “The 
headteacher and senior leaders are driving 
improvement. Strong teamwork and skilful 
leadership has created a renewed vigour 
and culture for learning.“
They said: “There has been a significant 
shift in the quality of teaching this year. 
Pupils now benefit from teaching that is at 
least good, and some that is outstanding. 
“The behaviour of pupils is good. Pupils’ 
conduct in lessons and around the 
school shows they take responsibility for 
themselves and care about those around 

them. Senior leaders and governors have 
clear ambition to become an outstanding 
school. There has been a relentless drive 
to raise standards and enable pupils to 
achieve well.” 
   Head Teacher, Mark Smith, said: “We are 
absolutely delighted with the outcome of 
the inspection. Since the last inspection, 
we have secured good practice in all key 
stages and areas of the school’s work. 
The success of our school is down to the 
hard work and commitment of the school 
community. We have a highly dedicated 
staff team, wonderful children and a 
supportive parent body.”
   Chair of Governors, the Revd Bill 
Blakey, Team Rector of Brize Norton and 
Carterton, said; “I am delighted that the 
school has been moved out of ‘special 
measures’ and is now rated ‘Good’ by 
Ofsted. Special mention has to be made of 
our teaching staff and teaching assistants 
who have shown dedication, perseverance 
and commitment in the long and 
demanding journey the school has been 
through. I am also grateful to the governor 
team who have worked very hard behind 
the scenes and the support the school has 
received from both the Local Authority 
and Oxford Diocese. The Governors and 
Senior Leaders of the school see this as just 
the first step in what will be a continuing 
process of improvement that will focus on 
delivering the highest possible standards of 
education for all our children.” 

Schools team expands its services

MEET our newly expanded Diocesan Schools Team. The team, headed up by Education 
Director Anne Davey, is offering an enhanced range of services to our 284 Church of 
England Schools. 
   Training courses in how to handle Ofsted inspections, bespoke school improvement 
packages, leadership training for head teachers and staff and support with capital 
building projects are among the range of services offered by the Oxford Diocesan 
Board of Education and Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust. Nearly all of our schools 
choose to buy in additional support from us.
    “While we offer all of these services, all of our work is underpinned by our 
commitment to developing Christian distinctiveness in our schools, while ensuring 
they are inclusive and welcoming to those of all faiths and none,” says Anne.
Among the capital projects have been a range of new kitchens, installed to meet 
changes in requirements that mean that from the start of this term, all infant school 
pupils are entitled to a free school meal.  Recently the Diocese has provided support 
with 56 school kitchen projects.

Members of the schools team on a recent away day. Photo: Jo Duckles

Prime Minister praises school improvements

ALL Saints Church 
Hillesden, near 
Buckingham has 
received initial support 
of a £250,000 award 
from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund  for 
the conservation, 
repair, development 
and promotion of the 
historic building, it 
was announced today. 
The project will enable 
extensive and urgent 
remedial works to the 
masonry of the church 
to be carried out. 
Crucial as it is, this 
remedial work is not 
an end in itself. The project will also equip 
the church with a kitchen area and a toilet, 
both of which are to increase the use of the 
building by the local community.
   The project will involve both short and 
longer term opportunities for people to 
engage with the church’s rich heritage. 
In the short term, while the restoration 
work is in progress, there will be talks and 
master classes by the architect and mason 
to provide information about what is being 
done, why and how. For the longer term, 
there will be a new printed guide to the 
church, a website providing information 
on history and current activities, tours 
led by a local historian and guide, a 
programme of retreats or quiet days, and, 
in liaison with local schools, an educational 
pack.
   The church was founded in the reign of 
Henry II, and the present building, which 
dates from 1493, was restored in 1875 
by George Gilbert Scott, who was born in 

the neighbouring parish. The hamlet was 
besieged by Cromwell’s forces in the Civil 
War, and the scars are still to be seen in 
the church door. Among its many superb 
architectural features, a particular treasure 
is an early 16th century Dutch window, the 
pinnacle round tower and carved angels 
around the Chancel roof. Known as “the 
cathedral in the fields”, the church is also a 
tranquil place of pilgrimage and retreat.
   The church was featured in the Door in 
March 2013 when we highlighted the need 
to raise £900,000 altogether as part of 
ongoing repairs.
   Vicar, The Revd Ros Roberts said: “We’re 
delighted that the Heritage Lottery Fund 
has given us this support. The church 
has been a place of worship, prayer and 
gathering at the centre of our community 
for over 800 years, and it’s great to know 
that we are a step closer to preserving it for 
another century to continue our ministry 
of welcome and hospitality.” 

Heritage Lottery funding for Hillesden Church
A YOUTH worker is to be paid for by 
housing developers thanks to negotiations 
led by the Wantage Deanery Synod.
   The synod’s pastoral committee is 
working to give a ‘voice to the voiceless’ 
by calling for community facilities to be 
included in plans for thousands of new 
homes in the currently small Oxfordshire 
town. Father Michael Berrett, who serves in 
the Wantage Benefice, has been involved. 
  Father Michael said: “We were concerned 
because of the lack of social facilities 
that were being planned, there were lots 
of houses but not much in relation to 
community facilities. We have submitted 
written representations at various stages 
of the planning process. We are drawing 
attention to what a community needs to 
flourish. Jesus came amongst us bringing 
life in all its fullness to all.
    “We are trying to stand up for the 
voiceless and enable the community to have 
community and spiritual facilities so we 
are keeping an eye on the process, getting 
involved with the neighbourhood plan. 

“We are trying to stand 
up for the voiceless and 
enable the community...”

   “As the Church we haven’t got a financial 
axe to grind, we are a neutral party 
interested in the common good. We are 
looking for provision of places of worship. 
We have successfully negotiatied the 
employment of a youth worker with S106 
funding.”   S106 agreements are conditions 
negotiated between developers and local 
authorities as conditions of planning 

permission.
   Meanwhile major refurbishment work 
is planned for Holy Trinity,  Charlton in 
Wantage to turn the 19th Century building 
into a multi-purpose centre.
   Toilets, a kitchen and a new meeting 
room are hoped to be added to the building, 
which was designed more than 100 years 
ago by WH Masters. Holy Trinity is the 
daughter church of St Peter and  Paul in 
Wantage. 
   The vicar, Fr John Salter, said part of the 
inspiration of the work is mission to the 
current community and the people who 
will be moving into the 1,500 new homes 
planned for the eastern edge of the town.
   Fr John said: “We have a parish hall 
opposite the church that is completely 
inadequate. There is a flight of steps to 
the front door which rules out disabled 
access. Our plan is to sell that building and 
to redevelop the church into a centre for 
worship on Sundays and activities during 
the week.” Fr John said the new building 
would include space for Sunday meetings 
for young people, separate to the main 
Mass and for a parent and toddler group 
and other events.  It was expected the 
work would cost around £250,000 and 
hoped that the sale of the parish hall would 
provide funds for some of it.”
   The housing developments include the 
Crab Hill Development - 1,500 houses, 
close to Holy Trinity, Charlton, and 
Grove Airfield, where there are 2,500 
houses. The Grove Airfield Developer 
has funded the youth worker under a 
S106 agreement. For more stories from 
Wantage and Grove see our Around the 
Deaneries feature on page seven.

Wantage and Grove see massive expansion
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 MP Dominic Grieve and son Hugo set out on the 2014 Ride and Stride.   Photo 
Buckinghamshire Adivertiser

A TEAM of cyclists pedalled from Lords 
“the home of cricket” in London to their 
own home of village cricket in Wytham in 
Oxfordshire. 
   The four men, from Wytham Cricket 
Club, raised £1,200 for the Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust. They were 
among hundreds of people in Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire who once 
again chose to ride bikes or horses or walk 
around as many churches as possible to 
raise funds for their respective Historic 
Churches Trusts.  
   Tom Hollis, Captain of Wytham Cricket 
Club, said this was the second year running 
the cricketers had decided to get on their 
bikes for the Ride and Stride.  
   Tom said: “Our route took us out along 
the Grand Union Canal and then to Stoke 
Poges, Bourne End, Cookham and Marlow 
before we started climbing the Chilterns.     
   Once we’d (with a small diversion in 
error) crested the hills at Christmas 
Common we headed back to Oxford via 
Watlington, Cuxham, Chalgrove and 
Stadhampton. Highlights included riding 
through Burnham Beeches and the views 
of Oxfordshire as we rode down into Wat-
lington. 
   “I have to admit that as we approached 
the 60 mile mark we were delighted to 
see signs for Oxford, and gradually to see 
the tower blocks of Blackbird Leys on the 
skyline.” 
   They arrived in Wytham after six hours 
and 30 minutes in the saddle. The Friends 

of All Saints Church had the bunting out 
and rang the bells as they arrived. “The 
cold beers that were waiting were very wel-
come too,” added Tom. “We were pleased 
with what we raised but we would love to 
push that figure even higher.” To sponsor 
the cyclists go to www.justgiving.com/
wythamcricket2014. In Radley, near Ox-
ford, a mini event gave young children the 
chance to walk around the village church or 
scoot up the path. 
   The Revd Pam McKellen said: “We have 
decided to attach a project to it as OHCT 
is good at helping us.  We are aiming for 
£2,000 and £1,000 will go to the OHCT, 
the other will pay for a replacement gate.” 
   Meanwhile in Buckinghamshire, the MP 
for Beaconsfield, Dominic Grieve cycled, 
visiting every church in his constituency. 
Mr Grieve, who does the ride every four 
years started at St Thomas, Holtspur and 
finished at All Saints Bisham. He had 
cycled about 50 miles.  
   In Berkshire a group from Binfield visited 
churches in White Waltham, Shottes-
brooke, Waltham St Lawrence, Ruscombe, 
Twyford, Hurst and Binfield with a couple 
going on to Sonning and Henley.  
   Clive Betteridge, of the Berkshire His-
toric Churches Trust said: “We also had a 
team of motor-cyclists who were attempt-
ing a round-Berkshire trip from Lambourn 
in the west to Old Windsor in the east and 
back by a different route.” 
See www.oxford.anglican.org for more 
pictures. 

Riding, striding and scooting for historic churches

Anglicans vs the Vatican cricket match
TWO clergymen from the Oxford Diocese 
enjoyed a “once in a lifetime” opportunity 
to represent the Church of England in a 
cricket match against the Vatican.
   The Revd Steve Gray, School Chaplain of 
Bradfield College in Reading took over the 
captaincy at the last minute after the Revd 
Jez Barnes, from Twickenham, announced 
a back injury made it 90 per cent certain he 
would not be able to play.
   The Revd Rob Glenny, Curate at Marston 
and Elsfield in Oxford, was on his way to 
the match as the Door was going to press. 

He said: “I have played a bit of club cricket 
and played at school. I am very excited and 
hope that the best team wins. It is a great 
opportunity and I hope it raises awareness 
of work to end human trafficking.”
   The Archbishop of Canterbury’s XI team 
was due to play the Vatican team on Friday 
September 19. Entry to the match was free 
but a collection was taken to raise money 
for the joint Anglican/Roman Catholic anti 
traffic charity the Global Freedom Network 
(http://www.gfn2020.org/).

‘Caring and sharing’ at Bucks County Show

CHURCHES joined forces to show caring and sharing with refreshments for the 
crowds at the Bucks County Show.
   UP to 1,000 people took the opportunity to ‘Rest A While’ with free beverages and 
cake. The tent was nestled among the various trade stands, horse and livestock shows, 
show jumping, a food tent, tractors and an array of activities. Children’s activities 
were provided in the ‘Rest a While’ tent by the Mothers’ Union.  The Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, the Bishop of Oxford enjoyed a drink and a chat in the tent before going 
for a walk around the show. ‘Rest a While’ was advertised around the show with 
bookmark sized cards, containing seeds of wildflowers which recipients were urged to 
plant. The cards included the Bible verse: “My soul finds rest in God; my hope comes 
from Him.” Psalm 62:5.
   Ron Bundock, Area Dean of Buckingham, said: “We served well over 1000 drinks 
and gave a piece of cake to everyone who came. The C of E does tea and cakes  rather 
well!  Some children crept in – took cake – and enjoyed it without a drink so they’re 
not counted. What was gratifying was the number of people who looked for us having 
visited in previous years. 
   “A visitor, obviously a churchgoer, wrote:  ‘Thank you for reminding us that sharing 
and caring is the heart of the church community.’  
   “One benefit of giving free refreshments is that doing something people need and 
appreciate, offering refreshments without strings, opens up the opportunity to talk 
about spiritual things.”

Peace at the centre of the St Frideswide service
STRONG Peace is the central theme of the 
St Frideswide’s Civic Service that takes 
place at Christ Church Cathedral on 21 
October at 6pm.
   Four schools, King Alfred’s Academy, 
Beckley cofe Primary, Wootton St Peter’s 
cofe  Primary and Radley College will be 
performing a mixture of music, poetry 

and producing illustrations for the service 
sheet. 
   Speakers will include Professor Sir Hew 
Strachan and Professor Nigel Biggar. 
Strong Peace is the theme of this year’s 
service, which will include readings about 
peace from world religions and involve 
people of all faiths and none. 

PrayerMate subscriptions increase
GET prayer updates pinged to your 
Smartphone or tablet device with 
PrayerMate – an app that puts everything 
you want to pray for in one place.
    The Door first featured PrayerMate in 
February. Now there are 23 subscribers 
in the Diocese of Oxford, and it is hoped 
that more will join. Personal prayer 
points, group prayer emails, the diocesan 
Prayer Diary and prayer updates from 
mission organisations can all be kept on 
PrayerMate.  The Revd Graham Sykes, 
Chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford and 
Chairman of the Door’s Editorial Support 
Group,  said: “I use this app almost every 

day. I find it helps me with the discipline 
of praying for individuals and keeps me 
faithful to saying ‘yes’ when someone asks 
me to pray for them.”
   Graham said that he was recently in his 
clerical collar during a visit to review the 
care provided for his dad. One of the staff 
at his dad’s home asked him to pray for 
her mum who has breast cancer and cancer 
in her lymph nodes. Graham says: “In to 
PrayerMate the prayer has gone and every 
day for the foreseeable I will pray for her 
mum and for her. To me it is a very useful 
tool.” To download the app go to http://
app.prayermate.net/”
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AS the Door went to press 
hundreds of people were getting 
ready to hear Mary Berry discuss 
her life, faith and memoir, Recipe 
for Life with Bishop John at the 
Grand Day Out.
   And publishers, Penguin, have 
given the Door three copies of 
the autobiography to offer as 
prizes this month. Recipe for Life 
is Mary’s own story from her 
childhood of idyllic picnics and 
outdoor adventures through to 
terrifying air raids and a near-
fatal encounter with polio and 
a dreaded school existence. She 
describes her early working life in 
London, earning her own money 
and sharing a flat with friends 
and meeting her husband Paul 
Hunnings who became the father 
of her three children.   
   She shares the juggling act 
of keeping a successful career 
on the road as well as ensuring 
her family is at the centre of 
her world: a challenge many 
working mums will recognise. 
She demonstrates that you can 
be good at something if you work 
hard and are passionate about it. 
Her story proves you can be a style icon 
and at the pinnacle of your career in your 
70s. 
  Mary grew up in Bath and aged 21 
studied at the Cordon Bleu school in Paris. 
She has been recipe tester, cookery editor, 

entrepreneur and many other things. Last 
year the Queen awarded her a CBE. 
   To enter send your name and address 
to Recipe for Life Contest, the Door, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford OX2 0NB. The 
closing date is Friday 10 October.

by Ian Macdonald

T   he Humans is a novel by Matt 
Haig that has received a lot of 
attention (and rightly so) and 
has sold in huge numbers.  It’s 

a novel that explores what it means to 
be human; a critique and a celebration as 
made by an outside observer. That sounds 
a bit technical and dry, but it is in fact 
an engaging story that is laugh-out-loud 
funny at times, and achingly moving at 
others.  The Independent described it as 
“extraordinary”. 
   A mysterious alien race know that 
Professor Andrew Martin has made a 
mathematical breakthrough that will equip 
humans (in the view of the aliens) to be 
a danger to themselves and the universe.  
They intervene, disposing of the professor 
and substituting him with a doppelganger. 
His mission is to find out if the professor’s 
research has been leaked, and to ensure 
that all traces of his work are eliminated. 
The novel is the doppelganger’s story as he 
lives among us.  At first he is a wry, critical 
observer, coloured by the aliens’ dismissive 
view of human ignorance and nihilism. As 
the story unfolds, though, he experiences 
something deeper of the human condition.  
   Matt Haig first had the idea for this book 
when in his words he was in the grip of 
a panic disorder noting that: “Back then, 
human life felt as strange for me as it does 
for the unnamed narrator.” I appreciate the 
fact that the book flows with honesty from 
his “breakdown” which he found eventually 
was a “breakthrough.” 

                         
     

I loved this book, asking as it does, a deep 
theological question. It is not a theological 
book.  It is not a Christian book though 
it is a story that challenges and feeds the 
soul. There is a danger that our fallen 
nature can become more preoccupied 
with what it means to be “Christian” (in 
the sense of our set of beliefs) than what 
it means to be more fully human, more 
alive and present through the healing and 
sustaining life of Christ. This book is a 
provocative reminder of our mortality, our 
fears, but most importantly the dangerous 
adventure of love.

   Ian Macdonald is the Diocesan Youth 
Advisor.  

The Humans
Matt Haig
ISBN: 9780857868787
Canongate Books £7.99

Celebrating Festivals Win Mary Berry’s autobiography

by Angela Tilby

The title of this collection of 
essays might suggest an esoteric 
computer game, but Theonomics 
is actually a collection of essays 

by Christians in response to the economic 
crisis of 2007/8. For many of us the 
near-collapse of the banking system was 
a nightmare moment; a recognition that 
something was deeply wrong with our 
economic system. The free market, instead 
of being guided by an “invisible hand” 
turned out to be run as a scam with those 
with hands in the till. We are all poorer, 
and perhaps wiser, as a result.

   In the light of that just-avoided 
catastrophe the authors of this collection 
set out to reconnect the science of 
economics with virtue and integrity. 
They call on the Bible, the Rule of St 
Benedict and the tradition of Catholic 
social teaching to try to envisage what 
a more moral economic system might 
look like. The authors come from 
different perspectives including those 
of business, investment and the charity 
sector, ordained ministry, teaching and 
ethics. Most of the essays are set out with 
helpful notes and summaries. It is a short 
book (154 pages) and it would work well 
as a basis for a Christian reading group or 
a Lent study group. 

   The authors generally accept the 
post-crash critique of our economic 
system which has been made by secular 
commentators. It is not entirely obvious 

what these 
essays can 
add to that 
critique, though 
committed 
Christians will 
find much food 
for thought in 
their reflections 
on economic 
virtue and 
integrity. 
But the real 
challenge 
surely, is to 
lay out the basis for a more ethically 
sensitive economic system on rational 
and utilitarian grounds that could be 
the basis of the widest possible consent. 
Unfortunately the indications are 
that we may have gone beyond that 
possibility. Free-market capitalism is the 
most efficient way of creating wealth, 
but it can only function effectively 
within a framework in which trust is a 
given. Trust, once broken, is difficult to 
recreate. Faced with this fundamental 
problem, Christian urgings to prioritise 
the needs of the poor, to invest only in 
ethically responsible companies and to 
make economic decisions that favour the 
common good can sound too easily like 
whistling in the dark. It makes sense to 
the faithful, but then it probably always 
would. It is the unfaithful for whom we 
should be concerned; those who earnestly 
believe that they are under no obligation 
other than to themselves. A robust 
case can be made against this kind of 
complacency but I did not find it here.   

  The Revd Canon Angela Tilby is a 
Continuing Ministerial Advisor for the 
Diocese and a Canon of Christ Church.

Theonomics 
Editors: Peter Sills, Andrew Lightbown
ISBN 978-1-908381-18-7
Sacristy Press, Durham 2014

You will need (per child):

• 1 syrup pancake
• Shredded wheat
• 1 black liquorice lace
• 2 blue Smarties®
• 2 wafer biscuits, either pink or brown
• Red liquorice lace
• Flower cake decorations (optional)

Place the syrup pancake on a plate as the 
scarecrow’s face. Put one of the wafer 
biscuits horizontally across the top of the 
face to be the brim of the hat. Break or 
cut the second wafer biscuit so that it is 
a bit smaller than the first and place on 
top of the brim to be the crown of the hat. 
Decorate with red liquorice lace ‘ribbon’ 
and with flower cake decorations if you 
like. Scrunch up some shredded wheat and 
arrange under the hat as straggly straw 
hair.
Two blue Smarties make the eyes, and 
the black liquorice lace the mouth. Break 
up small bits of lace to make the stitches 
going across the mouth.

Below is just one of the activities in Celebrating Festivals, the latest 
book written by the Revd Sally Welch, the Oxford Diocese’s Spirituality 
Advisor. Each section of the book highlights a particular festival, 
providing Bible passages, reflections, craft activities and edible 
activities. 

Make a sweet scarecrow

 Celebrating Festivals is 
published by BRF and costs 
£8.99. www.brf.org.uk
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Around the Deaneries - Wantage

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Jason St John Nicolle 
Lay Chair:   Hugh Rees 
Churches:   17 
Benefices:   4 
Clergy:        12

Wantage is a small deanery comprising rural villages and the market town of Wantage. It is 
about to see a huge amount of growth with1,500 new houses planned for the east side of 
Wantage, 2,500 on Grove airfield and 500 smaller properties in the area. 1,000 further homes are 
anticipated to be included in the local plan for the next five years. 

Coffee at Cornerstone

SARAH Shewring (right) feels 
blessed to have taken over as 
manager of the Cornerstone 
Christian Centre in Grove in 

April. The mother-of-two gave up 
her role as a radiographer at Oxford’s 
Churchill Hospital for a job closer 
to home because she wanted to see 
her children more. And she has not 
regretted taking over at the ecumenical 
café and bookstore. 
    Throughout the summer holidays 
she has run cake-decorating sessions 
for children and their parents and in 
September began a parenting course. 
Wartime talks by a local historian and 
beetle drives for older folk have also 
taken place at the centre, which has 
five paid members of staff and several 
volunteers. 
   The volunteers include those with 
disabilities, including autism and 
Down’s syndrome, and one woman 
with learning difficulties was recently 
taken on as a paid cleaner. “Part of 

our mission is to give people work 
experience and to be inclusive,” says 
Sarah. “Some of the people who come 
in are lonely and vulnerable and our 
volunteers, who have a bit more time 
on their hands, can sit down and 
talk to them. We put on a big, free 
Christmas dinner for our regulars and 
people are very appreciative of that. 
   “It’s a privilege to be in this position. 
We have made the decision to pay our 
staff the amount that the Church of 
England regards as a Living Wage and 
there is a brilliant atmosphere.” 
   Cornerstone’s trustees come from 
four local churches: Grove Free 
Evangelical, St John’s Church of 
England, Grove Methodist and Vale 
Elim.  
   “The churches work brilliantly 
together,” says Sarah, who enjoyed 
touring all four of them when she 
was first taken on. “It was brilliant 
to see people worshipping in 
different ways.”

Warming up winter
PEOPLE were helped to keep 
warm with the Good King 
Wenceslas Project in the 
Wantage Downs Benefice.
   The idea of giving out bags 
filled with warming treats 
including biscuits, knitted 
blankets and hot water bottles 
was spearheaded by the Revd 
Elizabeth Birch, the Rector. The 
bags included a donation from 
the church to help recipients 
pay their winter fuel bills. 
Now Elizabeth is once again 
enlisting the help of volunteers 
to put similar parcels together 
and deliver them to people in her area this Christmas. 
“Fuel bills are an issue for everyone and that resonated very much.  Plenty of 
people were happy to knit and it was a lovely way of pulling all sorts of people 
together,” said Elizabeth.  The recipients were people from the community 
who were identified by Elizabeth and the churchwardens. To find out more 
contact Elizabeth on 01235 833235.

STRONG links have been formed between 
St Andrew’s Church and Richmond 
Retirement Village in Letcombe Regis.
   “We have given up trying to make coffee 
at the back of the church and we go to 
their café,” said the Revd Leonora Hill, 
Rector of the Ridgeway Benefice, which 
includes the village of Letcombe Regis. 
Needless to say, people who live in the 
retirement village attend and support the 
church. One of the churchwardens and the 
sacristan are Richmond residents. Leonora 
is building strong links with Richmond, 
attending coffee mornings and has begun 
a monthly communion service on a 
Thursday afternoon.
   Richmond Retirement Village in 
Letcombe Regis opened in 2010, catering 
for people who live independently as 
well as caring and supporting those who 
need assisted-living and residents with 
dementia. The Retirement Village boasts 
a swimming pool, spa, library and IT suite 
and has regular exercise classes and events 
for its residents.
   Leonora says that they recently had 
a service to commemorate World War 

One with poems, music and readings. 
Afterwards the residents shared old 
photograph albums and memorabilia and 
Richmond organised a band that played a 
medley of music from 1914 to 18 as well 
as songs from the 1920s. The residents 
really enjoyed it with a couple getting up 
and dancing. Last December Leonora also 
organised a carol service and Richmond 
invited the local school choir to lead the 
carols; the residents enjoyed it so much 
that they want the children back again this 
Christmas.

The retiring types

THE Bible is being brought alive for 
school children in Grove as a group of 
volunteers read stories from scripture.
   The group of up to 12 performers, 
including a nun in her 80s, has been 
running for a year and Margaret Fell, 
who is in charge of costume and props 
described how the performances are 
hard work but great fun. They follow 
the Bible Society’s ‘Open the Book’ 
programme of scripts offering 10 
minute shows that use storytelling, 
mime and props. They are designed 
to fit neatly into school assemblies. 
Margaret, a graphic designer who has 
costumes from North and West Africa, 
the Middle East and Pakistan, said: 

“There are eight groups going into various 
schools in the South Oxford and Vale of 
White Horse area. There are 2,000 groups 
across England. All props have to be 
assembled in five minutes and taken away 
swiftly to allow the assembly to continue.” 
   She said OFSTED had seen and approved 
of the group. Her props have included a 
well for the Woman at the Well story made 
from a clothes basket, and tabards for 
children to wear to act as soldiers made 
from the foil layer of Sainsbury’s Bags for 
Life freezer bags with head holes cut out. 
Margaret described how members of the 
cast had been recognised in the street, 
with one little boy who was out with his 
mum recognising a man who often played 

Jesus. “I know you, you are God,” the boy 
enthusiastically told the off-duty actor. In 
a potentially more embarrassing moment 
for a parent, another child pointed a cast 
member out in the street, exclaiming: 
“Look Mummy, there’s a leper.”
   Margaret added: “The aim is to teach 
children Bible stories and help them 
understand a Christian ethos at a young 
age. At the end we have a prayer and tell 
children that if they want to make it their 
prayer too, they can say ‘Amen’.”   
 
   Contact: www.openthebook.net, 
enquires@openthebook.net or  
01452 539957. 

“Look Mummy, there’s a leper.”

See www.cornerstone 
christiancentre62.vpweb.co.uk/ 
for more pictures and news from 
Cornerstone. 
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Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers
Real and friendly people... not machines!

£20 OFF ALL ANNUAL POLICES THIS MONTH 
FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Annual (max. age 85) and single (no max. age) 
cover for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome

awaits you at 
Kingford House

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS 
FOR CHRISTMAS  

Enjoy excellent home cuisine ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

Holidays Abroad

Holidays at Home

Insurance

Take a 
break!
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FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE

NATIONAL FRUIT 
SPECIALISTS

Over 300 apple varieties on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 
(4ft)Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 

Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more!

Prices held from 2010 & generous discounts

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 

01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

10%off till 31/10/14with code ‘autumn 10’

Personal Tax Return Service 
for Ministers of Religion, the Self 
Employed, Individuals with Letting 
Income and Individuals with Multiple 
Incomes

Payroll and Bookkeeping also available

Angela Kendall FCCA ATT 
01380 730982
angela@kendallsreturns.co.uk

hand made in West Dorset
~ treasured across the country ~

Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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A Permanent Private Hall  
of the University of Oxford

Wycliffe Hall

OPEN DAY

Registered Charity No. 1156892 Company No. 9007970

Wednesday 
29th October 2014
10.00 - 4.00

Booking is essential at 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

Visit the campus, 
meet students  
and staff

For further information please contact admissions@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

The Door quarter.indd   1 19/07/2014   08:22

The Door, October 2014 page 10

 

 

 

“To hear a choir like this is to hear a quality of musicianship with 
no equal anywhere in the world”

 
 

Sunday Independent

 

                  

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL                      
    

3 Brewer Street, Oxford OX1 1QW 

 

Auditions for Choristers aged 7/8 can be arranged during 

 
most term time weeks.

 
Substantial subsidy from the Cathedral puts this opportunity within the reach 

of many families.

 

For more information please contact: registrar@cccs.org.uk

 

Are you passionate about the issues that affect 
family Life locally, nationally and internationally?

We wish to appoint an inspiring, enthusiastic and self-motivated person 
who can relate to the values of the Mothers’ Union, a worldwide Christian 

Organisation, and work alongside the MU Oxford Leadership Team.

MU Oxford Development Offi cer
The Trustees of the Mothers’ Union in Oxford Diocese require a 

dedicated person to assist in the promotion of the Organisation’s work. 
The key role of the Development Offi cer is to raise the profi le of the 

Mothers’ Union within our church communities and beyond and to help 
us increase the number of subscribing members.

The Development Offi cer will work with clergy and members, research 
best practice in other Dioceses, set up new networks and lead training.

This is intended as a 3 year appointment with the Offi cer working a 
fl exible 21 hour week. A full description of the role and an application 

pack is be available from our website www.muoxford.org.uk/vacancies

Closing date for applications - Monday 20th October
Interviews – Friday 31st October.

For more information about the Mothers’ Union please see: 
www.mothersunion.org

 
 

 

 

Public Lectures  
Trinity Term 2012 

 

5.00 pm 
Regent’s Park College 

 

 

Religion, Law and International Relations Programme, in association with 
 

The Oxford Society for Law and Religion 
The Oxford Centre for the Study of Religion in Public Life 

Bristol Centre for the Study of Law and Religion 
Brunel Law and Religion Research Group 

FORBFocus 
 

Law, Religion and Liberty: Legal and Theological Perspectives 

24 April Against Human Rights 
Professor John Milbank, Professor in Religion, Politics and Ethics, University of Nottingham 

 
1 May  Religious Liberty from Trent to Vatican II 

Professor Thomas Pink, Professor of Philosophy, King’s College, London 
 
8 May  Faith on Fire: God and the Sam Sharpe Revolt 

Dr Delroy Reid Salmon, Visiting Fellow OCCC, Regent’s Park College 
 
15 May Law and Gospel: On the Duty to Order the World 
  Dr Esther Reed, Head of Theology and Religion, University of Exeter 
 
22 May Law, Religion & Public Reasoning 
  Dr Jonathan Chaplin, Director, Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics, Cambridge 
 
29 May Numbers and Lines: Metaphysics and the problem of international order 

Dr Catherine Pickstock, Reader in Philosophy and Theology and Fellow of Emmanuel 
College, University of Cambridge 

 
Thursday 7 June Canon Law as an International Legal Framework for a Global Church 

Dr Robert Ombres OP, Lecturer in Canon Law, Blackfriars, Oxford and Former Procurator 
General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 
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College, University of Cambridge 
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Dr Robert Ombres OP, Lecturer in Canon Law, Blackfriars, Oxford and Former Procurator 
General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 

20th Anniversary Year 2014-2015

Public Lectures 
Michaelmas Term 2014

Faith and Culture: Critical Perspectives
14 October David Nicholls Memorial Lecture

Associationism, Pluralism and Postliberalism: The Theo-Political 
Legacy of David Nicholls and current British Politics
Professor John Milbank, Professor of Religion, Politics & Ethics, 
University of Nottingham

21 October Play, the Origins of Culture and the Formation of a Christian Mind
Dr Nicholas Wood, Fellow in Religion and Culture, Regent’s Park 
College and Director of the Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture

28 October Muslim Fashion in a Subcultural Framework
Professor Reina Lewis, Artscom Centenary Professor of 
Cultural Studies London College of Fashion, University of the Arts, 
London

4 November Christianity in the Arts
Dr John Garvey, President, Catholic University of America, Washington 
D.C.

11 November Spiritual but not Religious - 100 Years Ago: 
The Flight from Institutional Religion and Modernity in Britain
Dr Jane Shaw, Dean for Religious Life and Professor of Religious 
Studies, Stanford University, California

18 November The Games People Play: Theology, Religion, and Sport
Dr Robert Ellis, The Principal, Regent’s Park College

25 November Some Questions about a Su� ering God
Professor Jürgen Moltmann, Emeritus Professor of Systematic 
Theology University of Tübingen

2 December Transformative Justice in the Global Economy
Dr Isabella Bunn, Associate Director, Oxford Centre for Christianity 
and Culture, Robert L Long Professor of Ethics, Florida Institute of 
Technology

5.00 pm
Regent’s Park College



11Feature
Still at the Cutting Edge

by Matt Rees

In our diocese we have some churches 
that are very old. At the other end of 
the life cycle it’s encouraging to see 
a growing number of new churches 

coming to life and establishing themselves 
as new expressions of Christian 
community. The Home Community (www.
home-online.org), based in east Oxford, 
is one such expression. Beginning in 
2003, Home is now in its eleventh year of 
existence.
       Home aspires to be an “experimental 
Christian community”. Perhaps new 
churches are by their very nature 
experimental as the process of forming 
a new community necessitates a certain 
fluidity as the community’s identity 
and character are all being formed and 
negotiated. Whether or not that’s true, 
we hope that Home has experimentation 
written into its DNA. For us that means 
not being afraid to ask the difficult 
questions theologically and to listen to 
a diversity of voices as we search for an 
expression of spirituality that is authentic 
for us and authentic for the world we are a 
part of. 
  It also means a freedom to be creative 
with liturgy and ritual. This we see 
primarily in our gatherings which are 
organised in “cycles” around a theme.    
Recent cycles have had titles like “Coming 

Home”, “Spirituality of Work”, “Elemental” 
and “A Further Shore”. Our cycles include 
a variety of types of gathering - they might 
be centred around a discussion one week, 
a guest speaker another week, an all-age 
gathering another, a meditative gathering 
another.  (Bishop John was a recent guest 
speaker.)     
   We also have an “open source” gathering 
where people are invited to bring 
contributions on the theme of the cycle 
which could be a piece of music or poetry, 
a piece of art, or a reading. We even had 
a sculpture once. We use the skeleton of 
the liturgical year as a framework for our 
gatherings which are always eucharistic. 
    As we have grown older so have our 
children and one of the fascinating 
transitions for us has been from being a 
community comprised almost entirely of 
young, single adults, to being a community 
with a much richer diversity of married 
and single people, children and older folks. 
This has given us a much more family feel. 
We try to share food often - if it’s not our 
monthly community meal someone is 
usually producing some cake or something 
for some other reason. 
   We celebrated our 10th anniversary 
last September with a walking pilgrimage 
revisiting some of the places that have 
been important to us on our journey 
(ironically for a community called “Home” 

we have never had a home 
of our own!), followed by 
a service of thanksgiving, 
followed by cake, champagne 
and topped off with a barrel 
of ale and a ceilidh. 
   It was a great day of 
celebrating the life we have 
together, the life God has 
given us as a community. 
Of course, we may be one of 
the oldest Fresh Expressions 
of Church but we are still a 
mere sapling compared to 
some of your churches. So 
please continue to pray for us 
as we continue to build a life 
together, a home we can call 
our own.    
 The Revd Matt Rees is 
Chaplain to Home. See 
www.home-online.org for 
more. 

Contemplative Fire goes global

A LITURGY using phrases 
like “letting go” and “being 
set free” complements the 
more traditional language of 

confession and absolution. On occasions 
indoor meetings are swapped for woodland 
walks with an outdoor Eucharist and 
pauses for body prayers. 
   That is all part of the life of 
Contemplative Fire (CF). The dispersed 
community has recently celebrated 
becoming recognised as an “Acknowledged 
Religious Community” by the Church of 
England. “That was a major event for us,” 
says Jo Howard, who heads up CF in High 
Wycombe. “It is bringing together the 
traditional and non-traditional religious 
communities so that is quite a big step for 
us and confirms our link to the Church of 
England.” Jo, a Licensed Lay Minister in 
the Oxford Diocese, is licensed to CF. This 
link places CF within the spiritual heritage 
of monastic communities through the 
ages. “We have confirmed our connection 
through having a bishop visitor, the Rt 
Revd Paul Bayes, who walks alongside us.” 
A Senior Religious Sister, Sister Rosemary 
of the Sisters of the Love of God in 
Oxford, also walks alongside CF, ensuring 
a gender balance in those accompanying 
the Community, particularly before the 
legislation allowing women bishops was 
passed. 

   CF was started by the Revd Philip 
Roderick in 2004 when he was based 
in Buckinghamshire. Since then CF has 
grown substantially and established local 
communities across the UK and beyond. 
There are now 117 “Companions-on-the- 

 
Way” in the UK, a group of more than 30 
in Toronto and the furthest flung member 
is in Maui, Hawaii.  There is a particularly 
big group in Sheffield, where Philip is 
currently Bishop’s Advisor in Spirituality.  
   CF Members or “Companions” as they 
are known, commit to a rhythm of life 
- “Travelling Light, Dwelling Deep” as 
part of the community. People may meet 
in small groups of three, seven or 12, in 
some areas at monthly gatherings of up to 
35 people for worship and contemplative 
communion.   
   These are generally planned by a core 
team of four to five people and Jo said 
there is no “typical” gathering. The team 
meet twice in the month, first to sit down 
with the lectionary readings for the date 
of the gathering. “We read them aloud and 
hold them in silence. We sit with those 
readings for 15 to 20 minutes then we talk 

about what we have reflected on and what 
that is saying to us.  We’ll have a discussion 
and discern what we sense the theme is 
that is emerging for us.   Our hope is that 
something creative will emerge based on 
that theme. There is very much a flow 
to the worship but it’s different each 
time. It’s not people sitting in rows of 
chairs, but  the unfolding of the liturgy 
takes a different shape at each service. 
We try to give people the space to reflect 
for themselves.”      After seven years of 
gatherings, Jo said the High Wycombe 
group is looking at doing things differently, 
starting 18 months ago with the Woodland 
gatherings.   
   The smaller groups have a variety of 
formats. Some are based around a shared 
meal and readings that act as catalysts for 
reflection  “Other  groups meet in threes 
and are more of a deep process of reflective 

sharing and a format that has been devised 
as a way of holding it together.”        
   Jo, a sports massage therapist by 
trade, values the reflective nature of 
Contemplative Fire. She says: “I have loved 
being a part of this community over the 
last 10 years. It’s my spiritual home and 
what I have perhaps valued the most has 
been having other like-minded people to 
journey with, to explore my faith with. 
There are lots of ways of being  involved. 
Some people are companions in places 
where they are on their own. There’s a 
community weekend coming up for people 
to get together.”

See www.contemplativefire.org  
Philip Roderick established the 
Quiet Garden movement in 1992.  
In 2010 he began a third sister 
network, Hidden Houses of Prayer.

The Door explores how our original Cutting Edge Ministries have 
evolved as they celebrate more than a decade since they were 
launched. 

“WE are not just surviving but thriving,” says the Revd Pam Smith, who became the 
Priest-in-Charge of i-church in 2008. Pam is licensed by the Bishop of Oxford and the 
church is supported by this Diocese. i-Church is an online congregation with more 
than 700 members. It has two services a week as well as a regular, chatroom-based 
social gathering. Members are from the UK, Scotland, America and Australia. 
   “It’s our 10th anniversary this year. There have been a lot of changes over that time 
as we have looked at being an online church and at ways of doing evangelism online,” 
says Pam, who is writing a book, to be published in February 2015, on online ministry, 
mainly inspired by her experiences running i-church. 
   “Our members are a mixture of those who can’t get to a physical church, members 
of small churches who enjoy the opportunity for fellowship with the wider Christian 
community online, and people who are exploring or returning to the Christian faith.”
See www.i-church.org

MayBe
MayBe is another Oxford based fresh expression, established by the Revd Ian Adams 
who has since moved on. Ian teamed up with Matt Rees for Stillpoint - an initiative 
providing contemplative resources for exploring spirituality in Oxford. Ian has since 
moved away but MayBe is still going strong. 
For more see http://maybe.org.uk/

Discovery Days
Discovery Days was run by the Revd Penny Joyce, who has since moved on, as a way of 
helping new residents build community on the Madley Park Estate near Witney. It ran 
for several years until Penny left.

i-church is thriving!

Home members go for a walk on a recent weekend away. 
Photo: Stephen Purbrick

Photo: Contemplative Fire
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NEW NOVEL from

K L COLE
Author of The Purple Veil

FAITHFULNESS
IN RELATIONSHIPS

also available as paperback on Amazon

As an Emeritus Professor and an ordained priest in the Church of England, 
author Roland Price explores how water is featured in the Bible through his 
book, Finding the Way Through Water. Important since creation, water had 
its many uses such as - enabling the Israelites' escape from slavery, and 
ensuring their survival in the wilderness. In the gospels, Jesus turns water into 
wine and stills the storm. Through these familiar stories in the Old and New 
Testaments from the unfamiliar perspective of water, readers will learn 
something about the relationship between the world of the Bible and our 
modern world; and be challenged, whether you are a water sector 
professional, or a Christian wanting to understand more about water in God’s 
world today.

ISBN 13 (TP): 978-1-4918-9518-4 Trade Paperback: £12.95

Finding the Way Through Water
On becoming waterwise with the Bible
Roland K Price
298pages www.waterwisdom.co.uk

MAKE ROOM FOR THE MANGER

Christmas is coming and there’s lots to do! 
It’s easy to get so busy that we forget about 
the birth of Jesus, who came to share our 
lives and to show how much God love us. 

That’s where Love Life Live Advent comes 
in! This new booklet provides a simple 
prayer activity for children and families to 
do together, every day of Advent, to help 
us focus on the true meaning of the Advent 
season.

Jesus is the best Christmas gift of all. Love 
Life Live Advent will help us pause, reflect 
and make room in our busy lives to receive 
God’s greatest gift.

Single copy  •  978 0 7151 4441 1  •  £1.50
Pack of 10  •  978 0 7151 4442 8  •  £12.50
Pack of 50  •  978 0 7151 4443 5  •  £55.00

Available from your local Christian bookshop.

PAULA GOODER & PETER BABINGTON

@LiveAdventwww.liveadvent.net

LLLAdvent_Ad 170 x 129 FINAL.indd   1 18/08/2014   16:21

SEE FEATURE  
ON PAGE 14
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The Real Advent Calendar is a great way to share the 
Christmas story.

The calendar comes with a free 32 page Christmas 
story-activity booklet designed to be used every day in Advent.

Behind each of the 25 windows there is a Fairtrade Belgian 
chocolate, and a line of the Christmas story.

For every sale, a donation will be made to help equip 
the Funzi Baby Clinic in Kenya.

It might be difficult to believe but recent surveys show 
that knowledge of the Christmas story is fading.*

Among 5-7 year olds, 36% don’t know whose birthday we celebrate at 
Christmas and 72% don’t know Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Among adults 
less than 12% know the full nativity story and 51% say that the birth of Jesus is 
irrelevant to their Christmas. This is a tipping point.

The Christmas Starts with Christ campaign hopes to reverse the trend by 
telling the Christmas story in new ways.

To support the campaign we have produced 2014 Real Advent Calendar. 
The Real Advent Calendar is a new and fun way to share the Christmas story.  

You can read more at www.realadvent.co.uk 

“I encourage everyone to buy a 
Real Advent Calendar. Not only 
is it educational and made from 
Fairtrade chocolate but it’s a 
great opportunity to raise funds 
to help equip and support The 
Funzi and Bodo Trust baby 
clinic in Kenya.”                                 

Diane Louise Jordan 

Pay online by card - The simplest way 
to pay is to visit our online shop at www.realadvent.co.uk/shop

Payment by cheque - Complete the form below and return to: 
The Meaningful Chocolate Company, 584 Knutsford Road, Warrington, WA4 
1JE. Cheques payable to ‘The Meaningful Chocolate Company Ltd’.

Order a case by 1st Novemberfor free delivery

Grand Total

Order Form
Delivery Address:

Title:  First Name: Surname:

Tel. No: (Daytime) Email:

No. of 
cases

£71.82 (£3.99 per calendar)
must be ordered in multiples of 18 

Total

Case of 18 Real Advent Calendars

Postage & Packaging
*order by 1st November for free postage

free* or
£4.95

The Only Calendar 
with a Free Advent 
Activity Booklet 

*Survey findings from ComRes 2007, 2010, 2012. www.realadvent.co.uk/shop
Visit us onwww.funzi.org.uk



Advertisement FeatureThe Door, October 2014 page 14

Everyone knows that God Himself rested on the seventh 
day; not as we may first believe because He was super 
organised and managed to get all His work done early so 
He could have a break – but I would like to suggest, because 
He works in a rhythm.
All of His creation, likewise, has a rhythm, seasons come and 
go, there is day and then darkness falls, animals have mating 
seasons, and hibernating seasons and so on.

Man, as the part of His creation that has the gift of free 
will, seems to be the only one who sometimes overrides what 
could be seen as normal boundaries in time and life to push 
himself just that little bit harder.

Now I’m sure we all have very valid reasons for the times 
when we feel we just have to push that little bit harder, and 
often there seems to be no other course of action open to 
us, but traditional Christian teaching has much to say on 
the discipline of taking time out, and the bible itself seems 

to advocate at least 
one day to do less than 
all the others, albeit 
understanding that you 
may need to work twice 
as hard the day before!

Regarding the story 
of the Israelites in the 
desert under Moses’ 
leadership, they were 
supernaturally fed by 
manna which appeared 
on the desert floor each 
morning – a sign of God’s 
care and provision for His 
people in a time of great 

uncertainty and no doubt fear 
for many.

Although God provided, the 
Israelites still had  
to do something – 
pick  up the manna 
each day as it would 
not last more than 
one.

However on the 
sixth day they were required to gather 
twice as much as that manna would last 
for two days, giving them plenty to eat for 
the seventh day, without having to do the 

work required.
So it seems that rest does not just need a rhythm to know 

when to stop, it also needs a rhythm of preparation.
Ask any person responsible for packing up for the family 

holiday and they will know all too well the preparation needed 
for a rest!

We need to commend ourselves and those around us for 
being able to collect double the amount of manna, wash 
double the amount of clothes, and do double the amount of 
work involved in preparation.

However we also need to value the final part of God’s 
rhythm of rest. It required faith for the Israelites to not fear 
that the manna they collected for the seventh day would go off 
as it did at any other day. 
It would require faith to 
budget the amount they 
collected would fill their 
bellies on the day there 
was none, and it would 
require faith to just not 
panic in general!

Rest,  fol lowed on 
from preparation and 
faith, is a vital part of 
God’s desire for us, and 
it’s so good to know 
that there are many 
organisations and places 
of rest around to help us 
discover His heart for us 
in this way.

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE
The Community of St. Mary the Virgin, are happy to 
introduce their Convalescent and Respite Wing.
Located in Wantage, Oxfordshire with views of the 
Lambourn downs.
We are able to offer Convalescence and Respite Care 
for ladies. Beds for Respite are pre – bookable so you 
can plan a break for your relative and a break for 
yourself. Rooms are neutrally-decorated, carpeted and 
are complete with hand sink and television with shared 
bathrooms. All meals are freshly cooked from local 
produce. A laundry service is available.
Family and friends can visit you in the sitting room or 
take you for walks in the gardens, orchard or just sit in 
the water garden.
Qualifi ed & experienced staff  are on duty 24/7 to 
provide as much or as little care as you require.
For further details please contact: St Mary’s Convent, 
Wantage, Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 774077 Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk Terms and conditions apply

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE
St Mary’s Convent is set in a tranquil location 
in the shadows of the Lambourn Downs.
Providing comfortable and fl exible 
accommodation and facilities. Home cooked 
food using fresh wholesome ingredients.
Suitable for Group Quiet Days and Group 
Retreats. Including conference facilities and 
private individual visits.
The Guest Wing is a calm still place enabling 
peace and spiritual refreshment for all.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 
OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

NOURISH YOUR HEART ...

www.leeabbey.org.uk/devon  
 01598 752621   relax@leeabbey.org.uk   
Lynton  North Devon  EX35 6JJ

Individually Guided Retreat 13 - 17 October BECKY WIDDOWS
Meeting Jesus Along the Way 17 - 21 November BOB EVENS
“O Come O Come Emmanuel”?   24 - 28 November ANGELA BUTLER
Individually Guided Retreats  2 - 6 February BOB EVENS

Deeper into community      Deeper into the countryside     Deeper into God

... FIND YOUR SANCTUARY

T: 01458 831112

Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11



15Comment News

A FULL size model based on War Horse, along with more than 12 banners and 
other sculptures and installations were part of “Blessed are the Peacemakers” in 
Burnham and Slough.
    Mona Lisa Arts and Media joined forces with St Peter’s Church, Burnham, 
St Mary’s, Slough and the Royal British Legion for an art exhibition 
commemorating World War One. 
  The work looks at the effects of war, the suffragettes and the role of women, 
life in Burnham 100 years ago and ideas about peace.  A youth group, the Girl’s 
Brigade and adults with special needs all joined forces with Mona Lisa Arts 
and Media to produce art work inspired by the Beatitudes line “Blessed are the 
Peacemakers”. 
    Ten per cent of the money made from sales of art work were donated to the 
St Mary’s Lighting Appeal. Visitors 
were asked to make a poppy to add 
to a poppy chain. 
   A home is needed for the 8ft by 4ft 
by 5ft horse. Proceeds will go to the 
youth group that created it. Contact 
Mona Lisa Arts and Media on 01628 
559992 for more information. 
Photos by Barry Marsden.  

See www.thefluxgallery.co.uk for 
more. 

The ‘bread and 
butter’ work of an 
Archdeacon
by Judy French

So far, I’ve blessed two 
serveries (DAC-speak: 
kitchens, to you and me), 
a font and some toilets. 

I’ve heard the jokes about being 
flushed, and people have asked to see my gaiters (they 
must still be in the post). My first day in the job was to 
attend a seminar on tourism in Oxfordshire, and my latest 
task was to meet with some church folk struggling with 
their church building. In between, I have discovered that 
rural villages north of Banbury are a long way from the 
delights of Henley or the White Horse of Uffington, that 
my car needs better tyres, a larger petrol tank and possibly 
a mobile Faculty dispenser, and that we have some 
amazing churches and people.

“I knew this was a lot of work. 
I didn’t realise how much fun it 
would be.”

   At the interviews, they told me the new Archdeaconry 
of Dorchester would have 334 churches, 276 parishes and 
91 benefices. I’ve lost count of the clergy, lay ministers 
and churchwardens. I knew this was a lot of work. I didn’t 
realise how much fun it would be (still, it’s early days!). I 
am hugely thankful for the warm welcome I have received 
in parishes and of all the help and advice that’s been 
given to this newbie archdeacon from the excellent folk in 
Diocesan Church House (as it’s so early in my career in this 
post, I’d best keep on their good side).

   There have been more serious moments: situations of 
conflict, frustration with “the system”, dwindling finances, 
stressed clergy, overworked church officers - all part of 
the “bread-and-butter” work of an archdeacon. In the last 
couple of months the Bishop’s Staff have begun to find a 
way to help us all address the issue of human sexuality.           
   And we are saying goodbye to Bishop John. It has been 
humbling to work alongside so many different people, 
coping in very different contexts, and to find that God is 
there ahead of you. 
   What a great job! I wouldn’t rather be doing anything 
else, and now I know where to find a good cup of tea (or 
something else...) and the nearest consecrated loo.
The Ven. Judy French is the Archdeacon of Dorchester.

Audio version 
Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227

Editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227 
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
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Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Glenda Charitos Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: glenda@cornerstonevision.com
Editorial Support Group Chair: The Revd Graham Sykes 
Email: prayerdiary@oxford.anglican.org

Deadline for the November issue:  Friday 3 October.
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The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance 
(Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). The registered office is
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. 
Tel: 01865 208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability 
of our advertisements, their inclusion in The Door does not guarantee
it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

Congratulations to the winners of our double book giveaway from the September edition of the Door.  

   Colin Dutton from Slough; Charles Graham from Oxford and Helen Power from Twyford have all won 
copies of Empowered Personal Evangelism by Revd Ian Seymour. 

   Peter Harris from Burford; Hilary Riley from Hanslope and Sally Baily from Great Chesham have all won 
copies of Theologygrams by Rich Wyld.

Competition winners

Blessed are the Peacemakers



16 God in the life of…
FATHER of two, Jason ‘Griff’ 
Griffiths, joined the Army at 
17. He tells Jo Duckles his 
journey from the frontline to 
theological college.  

Griff, as he is known to everyone 
bar his mum, was first featured 
in the Door back in 2010, 
focusing on how he kept in 

touch with his wife Rowena and daughters 
Cerys and Iona during tours of duty. Four 
years later he has retired, settled into life 
as a theology student and Street Pastor 
co-ordinator and is preparing for 
ordination. 
   “Just prior to leaving the Forces I was 
moved to a unit in Abingdon. At that point 
we were in Germany and we decided we’d 
settle the family in Milton Keynes, says 
Griff, 44, who retired from the Army in 
August 2011. A mechanic who worked his 
way up to Staff Sergeant, Griff says his 
faith journey began back when he was a 
cadet and grew when he joined up.
    “My family take a ‘hatch, match and 
dispatch’ approach to church. When 
I joined the Army there were more 
opportunities to find out more and see 
what the Lord was doing in my life,” he 
says. 

“...I began to feel that... I 
should be doing more.”

   “It was a gradual building up of Christian 
knowledge and in 2003 I began to feel that 
instead of being sat in the pews I should 
be doing more. I didn’t know exactly 
what, but just that I was called to do more 
within the Church and share the good 
news,” he says. Garrison churches provided 
an ecumenical experience of Christian 
denominations and traditions for Griff, 
who is from north Wales originally. 
   As his faith grew, he found himself being 
an intermediary between the Padre and 
his colleagues. “People would come and 
talk to me and I would explain that it’s not 
the Padre they need a relationship with 

but God,” says Griff, who feels he was well 
supported in prayer by Rowena and their 
Christian friends.  
   Leaving the Army wasn’t without its 
difficulties, not least when the former 
distance runner discovered he had 
arthritis. And it was not until he was 
studying at Wycliffe that he realised he 
was dyslexic.  “I was only assessed at the 
beginning of this year. I thought everyone 
struggled with essays. I realised I didn’t 
have to suffer by myself but could get 
support if I asked for it.
   “I think that’s one of the key things 
about the military. You think you should 
know this so you won’t go and ask. If I’d 
started asking about it earlier I’m sure I 
would have been able to get it sorted. 
    “I had strategies to get round it. As an 
engineer I worked with diagrams rather 

than writing in terms of expressing what 
was needed. I’m a hands on experience and 
teaching person.” Since leaving the Army 
Griff has got into gardening. “I’ve been 
settled in our current house for the longest 
since I got married and it’s great because I 
have got a garden. I like turning my hand 
to things. I enjoy engineering and fixing 
things,” he says.
   During his Army career Griff says he 
had a “great time”. He served in Kosovo, 
Bosnia and Northern Ireland and had a 
spell as a recruiting sergeant, often seeing 
the potential in young people that may 
have been easily written off by others. 
   Since settling in Milton Keynes the 
family have become members of St Mary’s 
Church, Bletchley, where Griff joined 
fellowship groups and prayer groups that 
helped him to develop. 

   Eighteen months after leaving the Army 
he became the Street Pastor  co-ordinator 
for Milton Keynes. 
   “I lead by example and leading volunteers 
is very different from leading soldiers. I 
believe in getting people to take ownership 
of a task. If you do that they are more 
likely to do what you want them to do, if 
you show them the reasons why. Street 
Pastoring is a challenge and it’s very eye 
opening. I’d say I’d been doing it for 10 
years in the Army. I used to get a mini 
bus, drive people out for a night out and 
pick them up, steering them away before 
trouble started.” 

“...leading volunteers 
is very different from 
leading soldiers.”

   Of course the Army was a very different 
environment from a theological college. 
“Theological college is about absorbing 
information, and mulling it over, not 
diagnosing but theorising. That change has 
been hard going,” says Griff, who was set 
to start at St John’s College in Nottingham 
this month. “With God’s will, three years 
down the line I’ll be ordained with a 
view to going back into the Army, into 
chaplaincy. There are a lot of steps before 
then, but that is what I’ve felt God has 
put on my heart since 2003.   The Wycliffe 
course was paid for by the MoD, as part 
of a funding pot for retiring personnel to 
help them re-train.
   “Wycliffe has definitely opened doors 
for me and helped me become much 
stronger in what God’s got for me,” says 
Griff, who says his military friends were 
not surprised by his new career direction. 
“Some of them asked why it took me so 
long and said they could have seen me as 
a Padre quite a few years back,” he says. 
“I was still quite a few steps away then. 
I’ve had to walk the path that God has 
provided.”
Griff and Rowena have two daughters, 
Cerys, 15 and Iona, 13. 

 Griff in Oxford as he nears the end of his time at Wycliffe this summer.  Photo Jo Duckles. 
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A.B.WALKER

Five generations of professional 
service, experience and care. 
For personal 24hr assistance 
0118 957 3650
Ask about our award winning 
funeral plans

www.abwalker.co.uk

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD1014

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
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www.taylorsofoxford.com
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113 High Street, Littleton 
Panell, Devises, Wiltshire 
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andrew@stainedglass.fsnet.co.uk

www.aptglasspainter.com
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And thousands of CDs and DVDs now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands of amazing books and DVDs...

Do your shopping 
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at Cross Rhythms Direct.  

Music, books and DVDs for life...
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Jesus and his friend

by John Pritchard

Gregory of Nyssa, a fourth 
century bishop in Turkey wrote, 
‘The one thing truly worthwhile 
is becoming God’s friend.’ He 

wasn’t joking.
   That’s a very succinct description of our 
spiritual task – to become God’s friend. It’s 
not about becoming brilliant at prayer or 
adept at levitation. We’re just invited to 
become God’s friend and so to be able to 
enjoy that relationship in every season of 
the soul.
   I was reminded of this simple statement 
when Wendy and I went to Taizé this 
summer and encountered again a 
lovely icon, distinctive of Taizé, which 
the brothers call ‘Jesus and his friend.’ 
Taizé is the remarkable community in 
Burgundy, founded by Br Roger after the 
war, whose charism of joy, simplicity and 
reconciliation has attracted hundreds 
of thousands of young people to come 
and stay for a week or longer and enter 
a rhythm of prayer, discussion and 
community living with young people from 
all over the world.
   We arrived in the kind of storm 
with which Taizé usually entertains us 
whenever we go, and we left a week later 
saturated in prayer, love and encounter. 
Let’s leave our encounter with the local 
vineyards to another time. What mattered 

most were the encounters with old friends, 
new contacts, good Bible teaching, solid 
food and God. Under ‘new contacts’ I 
include my discussion group of Russians 
and Ukrainians whose English was less 
polished than I had been led to believe but 
more accomplished than my non-existent 
Russian. Wendy was more fortunate and 
now has friends in Germany, Portugal and 
the United States. 

“This lovely icon speaks 
to me of friendship and 
humilty.”

   But the most important encounter 
was with God. At the heart of the Taizé 
experience is prayer. Three times a day 
four thousand young (and slightly older!) 
people gather in the voluminous church 
and sit on the floor, or if you’re early 
enough, on a bench. The visual impact of 
the huge drapes, hundreds of candles and 
carefully placed icons immediately grab 
your attention. 
   The prayer flows, in many languages, 
with repeated, beautiful chants, and the 
most astonishing ten minutes of silence 
in the middle. Where else would you get 
4,000 teenagers held in contemplative 
silence for 10 minutes, three times a day?

   

One of the icons is this one of Jesus and 
his friend. The figures stand alongside 
each other, looking straight at us. 
They look relaxed. Jesus has a friendly, 
protective arm round the shoulders of his 
friend. I believe it’s the only icon to include 
that gesture.
   Who is that friend? It could be you or 
me, and it seems to promise that Gregory 
of Nyssa’s goal is possible. ‘The only thing 
truly worthwhile is to become God’s 
friend.’ And here it is. There’s one detail 
that I love. The friend has a small scroll in 
his left hand, while Jesus has a large book. 
I like to think that here we are with our 
limited comprehension of the Christian 
faith and the truth of God, while here is 
Jesus with the whole Book of Knowledge.
   Too often Christian groups claim to 
have the Whole Book and accuse others of 
having got it wrong in their interpretation 
of the Bible, or whether babies should be 

baptised, or what happens to the bread 
and wine in Communion, or a hundred 
other differences. Wouldn’t it be liberating 
if we all admitted we’ve only got the little 
scroll? None of us can claim we have all the 
truth. The truth of God is always infinitely 
greater than we can ever conceive. This 
lovely icon speaks to me of friendship and 
humility. We may become God’s friend but 
we’ll never become God’s equal.
The Rt Revd John Pritchard is the 
Bishop of Oxford. He retires on  
31 October.

See: www.taize.fr for more 
information about trips to Taizé.

Above: A fifth century Egyptian icon of Jesus and his friend. Below, the Taizé bell tower 
that calls teenagers to worship three times a day. 

October 2014



Advertising October prayer diary
The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

Our Bishops on Sundays
 
SUNDAY 5 Bishop Colin confirming at St Edburg’s, 
Bicester. Bishop Alan confirming at Wendover,

SUNDAY 12 Bishop John confirming at St Margaret’s. 
Bishop Alan confirming in the Deanery of Burnham and 
Slough. 

 
SUNDAY 19 Bishop Colin confirming in Charlbury 
with Shorthampton and then in Burford with Fulbrook. 
Bishop Alan confirming in High Wycombe. Bishop John 
confirming in Penn. 

SUNDAY 26 British Summer Time ends. 

Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
‘In the same way, let your light so shine 
before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.’ - Matthew 5:16 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power 
of the Spirit for: 

WEDNESDAY 1 Abingdon Deanery. 
Richard Zair, Neil Rowe, Elizabeth 
Thomas, Gordon Brown. Please pray for 
the deanery as parishes work together in 
Mission and Ministry. 

THURSDAY 2 Abingdon-on-Thames. 
Charles Miller, Paul Smith, Jane Baun 
and Tony Richmond. Please pray for 
St Helen’s Strategic Planning process 
currently underway for the steps being 
taken in streamlining governance, 
parochial governance and for the 
progress in wider areas of joint working, 
especially school ministry.

FRIDAY 3 Appleton. Besselsleigh. Lyn 
Sapwell. Appleton (VA) School. 

SATURDAY 4 Cumnor. Geoff Maughan, 
David Wenham, Helen Azer, Jean 
Pryce-Williams and James Joines plus 
the Licensed Lay Ministers. For the 
development of Messy Church with 
younger families in the parish (two 
are planned for this Autumn) and for 
preparations for an Alpha Course in the 
New Year that many will be drawn to sign 
up and come along. Cumnor (VC) School.       
Please pray for Martyn Percy who will be 
installed as Dean of Christ Church and 
his role as senior priest in the Diocese of 
Oxford today.

MONDAY 6 Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kington Bagpuize.  David Pickering 
and Ian Bensted. Please give thanks 
for a number of encouragements in 
the last year, including the completion 
of Kingston’s bell tower fundraising 
project and the arrival of some keen new 
Christians in the parish. Please pray for 
more people to become Christians, and 
for the Lord to send more workers for his 
harvest field here.

TUESDAY 7 Kennington. Radley 
with Sunningwell. Pam McKellen, 
Tony Johnson,  Peter Stanway, Sue 
Sowden and Martha Young.  For these 
three churches which have been working 
together increasingly as they move to 
becoming a United Benefice. Please pray 
for the appointment of a 0.5 associate 
minister to come to join the team; for 
the  joint work in schools and with 

young people and that discussions and 
involvement in a Leading Your Church 
Into Growth (LYCIG) course will help 
the parishes  to move forward well 
and together. Sunningwell (VC)and 
Kennington St Swithun’s (VC) Schools.

WEDNESDAY 8 Marcham with 
Garford. Shippon. Richard Zair and 
Jill Rowe.  Please pray for a smooth 
transition as Shippon and Marcham 
become a united benefice and for 
the Lord’s blessing on a number of 
community activities taking place 
throughout the autumn. Marcham (VC) 
School.

THURSDAY 9 North Abingdon.  Tim 
Davis, Keith Dunnett,  Jitesh Patel, 
Simon Steer, David Lever, Nick McLeish, 
Anne Taylor, Mike Warner, Colin Wood, 
Valerie Challis, Derek Walker, Peter 
Bennett, Alan Wallis, Lawrance Sharma, 
Chris Matthewman. Please pray for our 
preaching series on the Book of Exodus; 
for the follow on from our ‘Over 50’s 
Holiday Club’. ‘The Prayer Course’ and 
‘Just Looking’ and for the growing of 
the Men’s Ministry at Christ Church. 
Abingdon St Nicholas (VC) School. 
Bishop Colin confirming in the Deanery 
of the Vale of White Horse.

FRIDAY 10 The DAMASCUS Group - 
Drayton. Rebecca Peters and Rosemary 
Bruce. Please pray for us as we work 
together with Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford, Steventon with Milton 
developing our joint Mission and 
Ministry across the area. Bishop’s 
Council /ODBF Standing Committee. 

SATURDAY 11 The DAMASCUS Group 
-  Steventon with Milton. Colin 
Patching and Jack Jarvis. Please pray 
for us as we work together with Sutton 
Courtenay with Appleford, developing 
our joint Mission and Ministry across 
the area. St Blaise (VC) and St Michael’s 
Steventon (VC) Schools.

MONDAY 13  The DAMASCUS Group 
– Sutton Courtenay with Appleford. 
Helen Kendrick, Timothy Hewes and 
Tim Budd. Please pray for the parishes 
as Helen returns to work after an 
extended absence and give thanks for the  
Reverend Tim Hewes as he joins us as an 
Associate Priest in October.  In Sutton 

Courtenay please pray for the Heritage 
Room Working Party as plans for the 
development of a new meeting room and 
kitchen take shape and for the ongoing 
development of The DAMASCUS Group 
as we continue to work closely together 
with Drayton, Steventon and Milton. 
Diocesan Advisory Committee. 

TUESDAY 14 Amersham on the Hill. 
Diana Glover, Peter Binns and Sharon 
Roberts. Please pray for imaginative use 
of the church building and St Michael’s 
Square for mission opportunities in 
the town and for families preparing for 
baptism.

WEDNESDAY 15 Wootton and Dry 
Sandford. Jon Williams and Jenni 
Williams. Wootton Boars Hill (VA)  
School. 

THURSDAY 16 Amersham Deanery. 
Camilla Walton, Don Sanderson, 
Dorothy Potter, Julie Dziegiel, Dorothy 
Moore-Brooks, and Frog Orr-Ewing. 
Please pray for the deanery as we seek to 
work together in Mission and Ministry 
and the process of analysing the Mission 
Action Plans of the Parishes. World 
Food Day. Oxfordshire County Farmers’ 
Harvest Service. 

FRIDAY 17 Amersham with Coleshill. 
Tim Harper, Caroline Symcox, Tim 
Barnard, David Robinson and Steve 
Poulson. Please pray for Steve Poulson, 
newly graduated from the Oxford CYM 
course, and his team as they develop 
our work in schools and with young 
people and for the extensive work in the 
community with occasional offices, that 
faith is encouraged and strengthened. 
Amersham St Mary’s (VA) and Coleshill 
(VC) Schools.

SATURDAY 18 St Luke. Beaconsfield 
Team Ministry. Jeremy Brooks, 
Narinder Tegally, Camilla Walton, 
Carolynn Croisdale-Appleby, Kevin Beer 
and  Hazel Chow. For our youth worker 
Ben who left in the summer to get 
married and for our aspirations to enter 
a new youth partnership with Young Life.  
For the right person to come forward 
and build relationships with the young 
people of Beaconsfield.  Give thanks for 
the strengthened relationships across all 
the churches of Beaconsfield through the 

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

 

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

Stay in the home you love  
 •  Flexible & tailored care around the clock 
•  Care and housekeeping in your own home the way 

you like it 
•  Peace of mind for yourself or a loved-one 
•  Established 27 years 
•  Friendly, trained and dedicated carers  

Call now for helpful advice 

SEXEY’S HOSPITAL
1638

The High Street, Bruton, Somerset, BA10 0AS

The charity is a 17th century Grade One list-
ed alms house providing single, and double 
fl ats, for independent sheltered living, and 

overseen by the Master and Matron.

We currently have 
4 vacant single fl ats 
for a modest rent, 

subsidised by the charity, which includes 
heating, lighting and council tax.

Applicants must be retired and over 60 years 
and in reasonable health since the alms 
house does not provide nursing care. 

For further information regarding qualifi cation 
for admission please contact The Master by 
letter, or by telephone: 01749 813 369 or by 

email: magisterbruton@aol.com
Charity Registration No: 1130351
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SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

                Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

The Revd Stephen Pullin has taken up 
post as Priest in Charge at Reading Minster 
Church of St Mary the Virgin; The Revd 
David McDougall will take up post as 
Rector of Bletchley; The Revd Andrew 
Symes will take up post as Associate 
Minister at Fyfield and Tubney with 
Kingston Bagpuize; The Revd Mary Kent 
will take up post as Priest in Charge at St 
Mary’s, Wexham; The Revd Graham Watts 
and The Revd Sami Watts will be taking 
up the job share post as Team Vicar at St 
Mary’s Marlow Bottom; The Revd Canon 
Tony Bundock will be taking up post as 
Team Vicar at Lacey Green, Loosley Row 
and Speen; The Revd Margaret Dixon 
will take up post as Curate in Training at 

North Leigh with Cogges and South Leigh; 
The Revd Canon Jonathan Wilmot will 
be retiring as Vicar at Reading Greyfriars 
(with New Hope Community Church); The 
Revd Canon Charles Masheder will be 
leaving his post as Rector of the Ray Valley 
Benefice; The Revd John Chorlton will 
be leaving his post as Vicar in Britwell 
Benefice; The Revd Sister Helen Julian 
will be leaving her post as Curate in 
Training at Hanborough and Freeland. The 
Revd Caroline Robinson has been given 
Permission to Officiate. We recall with 
sadness the deaths of: The Revd John 
Morgan; The Revd David Muston and 
The Revd Charles Whitfield.

Coming and Goings

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

 
Lighthouse holiday club in the summer 
and pray that we continue to work 
together to serve the children and young 
families in our town.  Beaconsfield St 
Mary & All Saints Aided School.

MONDAY 20 Chalfont St Giles and 
Seer Green and Jordans. Ian Brown, 
Cassa Messervy and Linda West. 
Please pray for this proposed pastoral 
re-organistaion to create the Benefice 
of Chalfont St Giles with Seer Green 
and Jordans, and for Cassa Messervy, 
recently made Priest in Charge of Seer 
Green and Jordans.  For the formation 
of a new vision for the parish of Chalfont 
St Giles and for God’s guidance and 
blessing upon the PCC and its planning 
process for this future vision, across 
mission and ministry in this place. Seer 
Green Academy. Department of Mission 
Meeting.

TUESDAY 21 Chalfont St Peter. 
Charles Overton, Wendy Graham, Jim 
King, Ben Topham, Luke Maxted , 
Sandra Clark and Steve Podbury.  Please 
pray for outreach to the community at 
the Festival of Remembrance; following 
on from the WWI commemoration 
service in July; the gift of WW1 New 
Testaments to all the children in our 
village schools and to all who attend 
the Sunday Service and, with it, a brief 
booklet of local interest. Please also 
pray for the continuing building on our 
children’s work; for the older generation 
and our monthly tea and hymns 
initiative. Bishop’s Staff Meeting.

WEDNESDAY 22 Chenies and 
Little Chalfont, Latimer and 
Flaunden. David Allsop, John Went, 
Ruth Boughton, Pat Ansell, and Philip 
Lovegrove. Bishop Alan confirming in 
Amersham. Amersham Common St 
George (VC) School. 

THURSDAY 23 Chesham Bois. Jamie 
Murray, Christopher Clare, Jackie 
Lambert, Averil Stephenson and Vicky 
Burton. Chesham Bois (VC) School.

FRIDAY 24 Denham. Adrian Hirst and 
Joyce Tearall. The Annual Service for 
Headteachers and Governors. 

SATURDAY 25 Gerrards Cross and 
Fulmer. Martin Williams, Phil Mann, 
Meyrick Beebee, Tom Holbird, Christoph 
Lindner, James Leach, John Hedley, Di 
Rowlandson and Edda Lindner. Please 
pray for the Alpha initiative at St James 
with daytime, Senior and midweek 
courses and the Tiny Tots ministry which 
welcomes over 100 parents, carers and 
toddlers twice a week. Gerrards Cross 
Academy.

MONDAY 27 Great Chesham Team 
Ministry.  Simon Cansdale, Sylvester 
Liyanage, John Shepherd, Tim Yates, 
Hilary Wilson, Sally Baily, Jenny 
Constantine, Sarah Shelley, Andrew 
Patterson, Jean Corfield, Geoff Houston, 
Don Sanderson, Jenny Davies, and Hilary 
Unwin. Please pray for the Chiltern 
Foodbank as we relocate from the Parish 
Office to Chesham High Street and for the 
autumn Christianity Explored and Alpha 
courses. Chiltern Hills Academy. 

TUESDAY 28 St Simon and St Jude. 
Penn and Tylers Green. Mike Bisset, 
Gail Wellings, and David Carter. Please 
pray for the Christianity Explored Course 
running Saturday mornings October  to 
December and for the PCCs as they seek 
renewed vision and direction through the 
Mission Action Planning process. Bishop 
Andrew confirming in Binfield. 

WEDNESDAY 29 Penn Street. Cathy 
Smith and the team and congregation. 

Curzon (VA) School.  Please pray for the 
finance team as their hidden ministry 
resources the mission and ministry of the 
Diocese. 

THURSDAY 30 Please pray for Bishop 
John and Wendy as their time in the 
Diocese draws to a close. Give thanks for 
their joint ministry and pray that they 
may settle well in Yorkshire. Pray for 
the Civic Farewell this evening at Christ 
Church Cathedral.

FRIDAY 31 The Bishop’s Staff. Bishop 
Colin Fletcher, Bishop Alan Wilson, 
Bishop Andrew Proud, Karen Gorham, 
Martin Gorick, Olivia Graham, Judy 
French, Michael Beasley, Rosemary 
Pearce, Sarah Meyrick, John Rees, Martyn 
Percy and Rosemary Tucker. Please pray 
for the Bishop’s Staff as they seek to lead 
the Diocese through the Vacancy process 
and pray together for whoever God is 
calling to be our next Diocesan Bishop. 

World Food Day - 16 October.   Photo:  Linda Benton 

Greg Wright
HANDMADE  FURNITURE

Experienced Traditional, Ecclesiastical 
& Modern Furniture Maker

• Furniture to your requirements
• All pieces are handmade
• Carving and Marquetry Inlay 

possible
• Over 24 years experience in 

making Furniture

T: 07984 492837 or 07960 198894
www.gregwrighthandmadefurniture.co.uk

JD Electrics
JD Electrics

JD ELECTRICS – Rewires, All testing 
work - Landlord certifi cates – Electrical 
Condition Reports, Electrical Installation 

certifi cates - 
all PART P compliant ELECSA registered              

References: Father Peter and Christ Church 
Warden Roger Haigh rogerhaigh@gmail.com

www.jdelectrics.co.uk 
07884 065 057
01189 541 338

www.facebook.com/JDElectricsServices

Recently rewired 
Christ Church in 

Reading and installed 
a new LED lighting 

system.

LED’s offer less 
maintenance, 
lower running 

costs and 
improved lighting 

effi ciency

Blessed is the man who walks 
not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
but his delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and on his law he meditates 
day and night. He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water that 
yields its fruit in its season, and 
its leaf does not wither. In all that 
he does, he prospers. The wicked 
are not so, but are like chaff that 
the wind drives away. Therefore 
the wicked will not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous; 
for the Lord knows the way of 
the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish.

Psalm 1 (ESV)

Photo: www.sxc.hu
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Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in October

thedoorpost

Learning for Discipleship and Ministry: The Autumn 
courses began during September but still time to join. Also 
‘Introduction to Preaching’ day on 11 October in Twyford. 
Please go to www.ldm.eventbrite.co.uk to find out more or 
phone 01865 208257. 
 
Church Energy Efficiency Conference: This 
conference will take place on Saturday 4 October and is 
an opportunity to find out how to improve the energy 
efficiency of our church. Venue: St Thomas of Canterbury  
Church, Goring RG8 9DS. Free event but you must register 
at www.energy-efficient-church.eventbrite.co.uk 
 
Spiritual Distress at the End of Life:  A day for faith 
leaders, clinical staff, pastoral carers, chaplains and 

volunteers on 7 October at Sobell House, Oxford OX3 
7LJ.  Cost £90. Email ssc@ouh.nhs.uk or visit www.
sobelleducation.org.uk 
 
Pelagos - Praying with Colour:  Saturday 11 October 
from 10am to 4pm at the Pelagos Retreat and Spirituality 
Centre, Prestwood, Bucks HP16 0HJ. Cost £25 (bring a 
packed lunch). Email info@pelagos.co.uk or visit www.
pelagos.co.uk/ 
 
Who Cares? A Conference on faith, culture and mental 
health on 16 October from 9.30am to 4.30pm at St 
James’s Church Centre, Finchampstead RG40 4LU. 
Further information and registration details at www.bit.
ly/1l5rG4D or phone 07446 129154.

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 3 October 2014.
THURSDAY 2 OCTOBER
Milton Keynes:  Prayers for Peace - 
A vigil of prayer for those whose lives 
and families are under threat because 
of their faith.  A time of prayer and 
reflection open to all to join in. From 
6pm to 7pm at The Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone. Email leon_judah@
hotmail.com
FRIDAY 3 OCTOBER
Oxford: A talk by The Rt Revd John 
Pritchard - ‘One Bishop’s Pilgrimage 
of Prayer’ at 6pm at St Michael at the 
North Gate. Email info@ocsg.uk.net 
or phone 07803 031977. 

SATURDAY 4 OCTOBER
The Claydons and Swan Team: 
The ten churches between Bicester, 
Buckingham and Aylesbury are 
holding a Flower Festival today and 
tomorrow from 12 noon - 6pm. Cost 
£5 (gives entry to all churches on 
both days). Children’s activities and 
refreshments. Email david@s3d.co.uk 

SUNDAY 5 OCTOBER
Oxford: Kennington and District 
United Church Choirs will perform 
Handel’s Messiah at 2.30pm in the 
Holywell Music Room, Oxford OX1 
3SA. Free admission. All welcome. 
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or 
phone 01865 735885. 
 
TUESDAY 7 OCTOBER
Oxford: St Mary and St John 
Church, Cowley Road OX4 1UR 
are holding a discussion at 7.30pm 
concerning the call to disinvest from 
fossil fuels.  
 
THURSDAY 9 OCTOBER
Aylesbury: Earthing Faith 
Gathering - ‘Developing an eco-
friendly parish: a resource evening 
for churches in Buckinghamshire. 
From 7.30pm to 9.30pm at St Mary’s 
Church HP20 2JJ. Register at www.
earthingfaith.org/2014/gathering-
9th-oct/ 
 
Oxford: Westminster Faith Debate 
on ‘Parishes - What future for the 
parochial system?’ will take place at 
the University Church of St Mary 
the Virgin from 5.30pm to 7pm.  
Details at http://faithdebates.org.uk/
category/debates/ 

SATURDAY 11 OCTOBER
Tilehurst:  St Michael’s Church  
Harvest Festival supper in the 
Church Hall at 7.30pm. Cost £7.50 
or £20 (for family of four). Book by 
phoning 0118 9420629. 

 

SUNDAY 12 OCTOBER
Tilehurst: St Michael’s Church are 
holding a healing service at 6.30pm 
with anointing and laying on of 
hands.  
 
Wallingford: St Mary’s and St 
Leonard’s Church are holding a 
discussion on Just Fighting? Key 
speaker: Professor Nigel Biggar - 
‘Just war thinking: what is it and how 
is it Christian?’ Begins at 3.30pm.  

MONDAY 13 OCTOBER
Dorchester Abbey:  The Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell will be running a 
Presentation Day of Pilgrim, a new 
teaching and discipleship resource, 
from 10am to 4pm. Further 
details and to book your place 
please email pilgrim.promotion@
churchofengland.org 

THURSDAY 16 OCTOBER
Oxford: The Retired Clergy 
Association meeting will take place 
in the Priory Room at Christ Church 
Cathedral at 10.15am (coffee), 
followed by talk on ‘The Time of 
your Life’ by Wim van Klaveren, 
International clockmaker. Phone 
01865 761476 for details. 
 
Oxford: Thursday lunchtime talks 
at St Giles’ Church begin today 
at 12.30pm and will run until 4 
December. ‘Engaging positively with 
suffering: seeking and finding hope’. 
Details at www.ocsg.uk.net  

SATURDAY 18 OCTOBER
Iver, Bucks:  Apple Day to raise 
funds for St Margaret’s Church 
will take place at Home Cottage 
Farm SL0 0BB from 11am to 4pm. 
Entrance £1 for adults, children free. 

 
Wendover: A Vocations Breakfast 
is being held at St Mary’s Church 
from 9am to 1pm.  Come along, have 
breakfast and explore your calling. 
Details at http://bit.ly/1uly0q4

SUNDAY 19 OCTOBER
Milton Keynes:  World Mission 
Day talk on ‘The Persecuted 
Church’ at The Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone from 9am to 10.30am. 
Guest speaker is Tineke Harris, 
Trustee of Paz y Esperanza. Email 
leon_judah@hotmail.com

TUESDAY 21 OCTOBER
Oxford: The Council for Christians 
and Jews quiz night - Rabbis versus 
Vicars will take place at Harris 
Manchester College OX1 3TD at 
7.30pm. Email coppenheimer@
btinternet.com  

WEDNESDAY 22 OCTOBER
Turville: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231.

THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER
Oxford: Westminster Faith Debate 
on ‘Heritage - How can buildings, 
endowments and pensions become 
assets not burdens?’  will take place 
at the University Church of St Mary 
the Virgin from 5.30pm to 7pm.  
Details at http://faithdebates.org.uk/
category/debates/ 
 
Freeland: Drop-in Quiet Day at the 
Old Parsonage from 10am to 4pm. 
No booking needed just drop in for 
all or part of the day. Bring your own    
food. 

Apple Day on 18 October at Home Cottage Farm, Iver
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