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One step closer to the Thames Pilgrim Way
by Sarah Meyrick

THE Thames Pilgrim Way is one step 
closer to becoming a reality, thanks to the 
launch of a brand new website. The site has 
gone live ahead of Bishop John’s farewell 
Pilgrimage later this month. 
   “The website shows the ten stages we 
have created out of the 104-mile route,” 
says Sarah Meyrick, who is managing the 
project. “There are maps, directions, a list 
of local facilities, and a spiritual reflection 
for each of the ten days. 
   “While you can view the site from a 
desktop computer, laptop or tablet, it is 
also designed to work especially well on 
smartphones as we think people will want 
to use the information while they are out 
and about.” 
   Plans for September’s Pilgrimage are 
progressing well. The retired Bishop of 
Hereford, the Rt Revd Anthony Priddis, 
who is now an Assistant Bishop in the 
Gloucester Diocese, will  join the party 
to bless the pilgrims as they set off 
from Radcot on the first day (Thursday 
18 September). At the other end, the 
Bishop of Kensington, the Rt Revd Paul 
Williams, will greet the pilgrims and join 
their celebrations when they arrive in 
Runnymede (Sunday 28 September).   

“...what faith can be like 
when we set it free from 
artificial constraints.”

   It is hoped that Bishop Jan-Olof (from 
Växjö) and Bishop Ossie (from Kimberley 
and Kuruman) will be among the pilgrims. 
A number of people have signed up to walk 
the whole route; others are choosing to 
dip in and out. Our own Area Bishops and 
Archdeacons are taking part when possible. 

The Pilgrimage pauses in Oxford when we 
gather as a diocesan family for the Grand 
Day Out on 20 September. 
   “I’m really looking forward to these 
eleven days,” says Bishop John. “The 
Grand Day Out is the third of our three 
‘Imagining Faith’ events for 2014, when 
we’re trying to imagine what faith can 
be like when we set it free from artificial 
constraints. There are some fascinating 
speakers lined up. I’m particularly thrilled 
to be given the task of interviewing the 

wonderful Mary Berry. But there really 
is something for everyone – and then we 
all gather for worship on Christ Church 
Meadow. 
   “Launching the Thames Pilgrim Way 
gives me the chance to journey through all 
four archdeaconries of our great diocese, 
to celebrate our Christian heritage and 
spend time with people from right across 
the patch. It’s going to be a farewell to 
remember. Do join me, even for an hour or 
two.”

Photo by Wallingford 
Town Council

To find out more see www.oxford.
anglican.org/granddayout and 
www.thamespilgrimway.org.uk 
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by Jo Duckles

LUCIE Cook was not expecting to meet 
her future husband on an RE course for 
teachers from Church of England Schools.
   For a start, as Lucie points out, there are 
not that many guys in primary education. 
“There seem to be even fewer Christian 
guys in primary education, so meeting 
Oliver was a big surprise,” says Lucie.
    But Lucie, a teacher at Eton Wick Church 
of England First School, was introduced to 
Oliver Strange, who was working at Benson 
CE School at the time. “We were introduced 
by the wonderful Jo Fageant, the course 
leader for the day, who discovered that 
we had a mutual friend. This was a lady 
called Isobel Vale, who had been an RE 
advisor for the Diocese of Oxford, who was 
also his godmother and had been a well 

known family friend of my parents.” Oliver 
reminisces “It was a lovely surprise to meet 
Lucie on the course and an even better 
surprise that even after my fumbled words 
to her on that day, she wanted to meet up 
again.”
   They didn’t see each other for a few 
months but eventually met up again, 
spending the day in Oxford. “We met up 
at first in the May and started going out 
in the November,” says Lucie. “The Oxford 
Belfry, where the course took place, is such 
an important place for us; I took Lucie back 
there to propose to her,” says Oliver.
   The couple were married on August 4 at 
St Mary’s Church, Maidenhead.  

Finding love at an RE teachers’ conference

IF you go down to Woodstock Church 
today, you may well find a large group 
of teddy bears waiting to be cleaned, 
repaired and used as part of a new 
Prayer Bear initiative.
   The idea came from St Paul on the 
South Shore in Montreal, Canada, 
where Woodstock Team Rector, the 
Revd Canon Adrian Daffern, visited 
during his sabbatical last year. A 
ministry he found working well was 
Prayer Bears. Adrian said: ” ‘Members 
of the local community donate 
unwanted teddies to the church. They 
are cleaned up and repaired, and then 
have a prayer tied around their neck 
with some contact details from the 
church. Then people take the bears to 
people, who are lonely, or sad, or ill.”
   Adrian brought a prayer bear back 
with him to Woodstock and thought the idea was worth a try here. Having spoken 
about the prayer bears in a presentation about his time in Canada, Adrian was 
approached by two new members of the congregation who were interested in taking 
the project forward. Prayers attached to the teddies are short, simple phrases or verses 
from the Psalms.
   “Jo and Sandy have done a wonderful job,” says Adrian. “At first I think people were 
quite bemused – now we can’t quite keep up with the demand. People take one of the 
prayer bears with them on hospital visits, sick communions, or round to folks who 
don’t get out much: it’s wonderful to see the joy they bring, and with people, of all 
ages. It’s a tangible sign of our love and concern, and we’re hearing some lovely stories 
from people about how much comfort, and even healing, is brought by the gift of one 
of these special teddies.”

If you go down to Woodstock Church today...DO you want to have a year filled with 
laughter, fun, training, and experience in 
outdoor activities? Do you have a Heart for 
God, a Heart for Young People and a heart 
for adventure? 

   Then the Adventure Plus Discipleship 
Training and Instructor Leadership 
Adventure Training Year could be for 
you. Rachel Hodson, a former DisTIL 
particpant, said: “It formed and 

transformed me as an individual, thought 
me activity and instructing skills but, 
more importantly, how to live and work in 
community with a huge variety of people. 
I love the activities and I love the kids, but 
most of all I love this wonderful family that 
I have become a part of.”   

   For more information contact JP Spencer 
on 01993 703308 or distil@adventureplus.
org.uk

Join a DisTIL gap year with Adventure Plus

Wycombe Church shuts its doors for repairs
ST Francis Church in Terriers, High 
Wycombe has shut its doors to worshippers 
and visitors for the next three months 
while essential work on the interior of the 
building is carried out. 
   The church, whose distinctive tower 
and pyramid spire can be seen from miles 
away, has suffered over the years from 
its exposed position.  In 2012 English 
Heritage awarded the Church Council a 
six-figure grant from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund to enable the church to improve the 
carry-away of rainwater from the roof of 
the church and to enhance the drainage 
system.  This year a similar grant has 
been made to enable the church to make 
good the damage done to the interior by 
84 years of wind and rain battering the 
building in its exposed position on top of 
Amersham Hill.
   During the next three months the 
church’s congregation will continue to 
worship – in the adjoining church hall on 
Amersham Road.  Canon Tony Dickinson, 
the Vicar of Terriers, is looking forward to 
the challenge.  He says: “This temporary 

move will remind us that a church is much 
more than a building, however striking 
and beautiful it may be.  The church is 
the people of God, gathering to worship 
around the Lord’s Table.
   The works to be carried out under phase 
2 of the restoration project will also enable 
greater use of the church as a community 
building and relieve the pressure of 
demand on the church hall, which is itself 
a prime resource for community groups in 
Terriers and Totteridge. 
   St Francis Church, which is a Grade II* 
listed building, was completed in 1930 
to designs by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott.  
The building receives high praise from 
architectural historians and is mentioned 
both in Sir John Betjeman’s Guide to 
English Parish Churches and in Sir Nikolaus 
Pevsner’s volume on Buckinghamshire in 
his magisterial Buildings of England series.  
The present restoration work is also being 
funded by the Bucks Historic Churches 
Trust and fundraising by members of the 
congregation. 

by David Williams

BISHOP Colin paid a visit to the Badbury Group of Churches (Buscot, Coleshill, Eaton 
Hastings and Great Coxwell)this summer. During his visit to Coleshill, he consecrated 
part of the village cemetery. This was an area which, when the cemetery was 
established in 1920, was left unconsecrated because that was where still-born children 
and those who had committed suicide would be buried. This reflected the thinking of 
the time.
   In more recent years, the people of the village felt that the whole cemetery should be 
consecrated and everyone buried in it should be laid to rest in consecrated ground and 
that there should be no division. 

Consecration at Coleshill cemetery

A COMMUNITY project in Reading has 
won the Howard League for Penal Reform 
Award in the Community Programme for 
Women category. 

   Parents and Children Together’s (PACT)
Alana House supports women with 
complex needs, including ex-offenders and 
those at risk of offending and helps them 
to make positive life changes and develop 
new skills. The award came as Alana House 
opened a new satellite branch in Newbury.        

   The Howard League for Penal Reform is 
a national charity working for less crime, 
safer communities and fewer people in 
prison. It makes annual awards to well 
resourced and structured programmes that 
raise public protection, bring down the rate 

of offending and repay the damage done by 
crime in a way custodial sentences cannot. 

   PACT Chief Executive Jan Fishwick, Head 
of Communities Development Natausha 
van Vliet and Trustee the Revd Tim Edge 
received the award from HRH The Princess 
Royal at a ceremony at Cavendish Square, 
London during the summer. 

   Jan Fishwick said: “I am full of pride for 
the Alana House team who do an incredible 
job every day and this award recognises 
that.”

   Tim Edge said: It was a privilege to be at 
the awards ceremony on behalf of PACT, 
and I agree we can be proud of all those 
who have worked to make Alana House 
work. “

Top award for community project

Volunteers needed for Farmers’ network
THE Farming Community Network offers 
practical and pastoral support to farmers 
and their families in times of stress and 
difficulty. It could be practical support, 
helping with paperwork, accompanying 
a farmer to the bank or making a phone 
call or two. It could be simply listening 
and helping farmers through times of 
bereavement or family upset.

   FCN volunteers walk with farmers as they 
find their way out of their troubles and 

back to stability. 

   If you have an understanding of rural 
life and some knowledge of agriculture 
you could  become a volunteer for the 
FCN in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. 

   A co-ordinator for the volunteers is also 
needed. To discuss these roles contact the 
Revd Canon Glyn Evans on glyn.fcnse@
gmail.com or 01608 686749.
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Singing for fun commemorates WW1

by Jackie Rix Brown

PARTICIPANTS of a regular event in Purley, near Reading, enjoyed a good old wartime 
sing-song to mark the 100th anniversary of the First World War.  
   Singing for Fun is a social gathering that provides the chance to meet and sing for 
villagers every Thursday. It provides the chance to socialise for older people who may 
be less able to get out. 
   To mark WW1 they offered a full concert of rousing tunes reminiscent of 100 years 
ago. Barry Maskell, pianist accompanied eight singers, backed by a chorus of other 
Singing for Fun regulars. Quiet reflections were interspersed with music, with an 
account of research into one relative who had been “missing presumed killed”, along 
with poetry readings and stories. Cadets in uniform greeted the audience with a poppy 
and showed them to their seats. The lady singers were dressed as World War One 
nurses for the first half, then changed into elegant Music Hall attire for the second.  
   Project Purley had a display in the lobby with biographies of Purley men lost in the 
war. There was a raffle, bunting in the hall and Union Jacks given for everyone for the 
patriotic songs. Everyone was given a packet of poppy seeds and encouraged to plant 
them as a reminder of all those who have died to give us the life we enjoy today.   Profit 
from the evening is going to The Royal British Legion.

FOLLOWING the announcement of the 
retirement of the Right Reverend John 
Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford, the See will 
fall vacant on 1 November.  The Crown 
Nominations Commission will meet on  
14 April 2015 and 11 and 12 May 2015. 

   Any person wishing to comment on 
the needs of the diocese, or the wider 

Church, or who wishes to propose 
candidates, should write by 19 January 
2015 to Caroline Boddington, Archbishops’ 
Secretary for Appointments, The Walsh 
House, Lambeth Palace, London, SE1 7JU 
and Mr Edward Chaplin, Prime Minister’s 
Secretary for Appointments, c/o Honours 
and Appointments Secretariat, Room G40, 
1 Horse Guards Road, London, SW1A 2HQ. 

AN autumn of opportunities awaits 
Christians in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire as Time for Creation 
gathers momentum. 
   The project, which runs from 1 
September to 4 October sees churches 
celebrating our role in creation and as 
stewards of it. The theme is God, whose 
farm is all creation giving churches the 
chance to focus on farming as well as 
climate change and creation care issues. 
   Rural Officer the Revd Canon Glyn Evans 
says: “When we grow our own food we 
are sharing in the farming of creation, 
partnering God in his creative purposes. 
Even the pot of herbs growing on the 
kitchen windowsill can help make that 
link. And maybe churches could make 
contact with a farmer to see what they 
have been harvesting, and talk about how 
that becomes the food they enjoy and how 
it shapes the local environment?”

“...creation is a gift for 
us not to exploit but to 
cherish...”

   All Saints Wokingham will be taking 
part in Time For Creation by marking the 
UN Climate Summit on 23 September. All 
Saints will be considering themes including 
carbon fasting, the state of the oceans, 
and poverty. The Revd Colin James says: 
“We say that creation - all of it, including 
the animal kingdom, plants and oceans - is 
a gift for us not to exploit but to cherish 
and to try to protect and ensure that it’s 
handed on in good shape to successive 
generations. It’s a matter of stewardship of 
God’s gifts, actually.”  
   At St Nicolas, Earley, a Justice, Peace and 

Environment group has been set up, as 
part of the Mission Action Plan. The group 
is in the early stages of planning a Time 
for Creation event. Wendy Neale, from the 
church, said: “We aim to focus, as a church, 
on being aware of God’s presence in every 
area of life. Time for Creation gives us a 
time of year when we will focus on care for 
creation and our place in God’s world.”
   Oakwood Forest Church was set up by 
St Nicolas LLM, Emma Major, along with 
a Baptist Minister and a representative 
of the local Ecumenical Partnership. 
Emma said celebrating Time for Creation 
coincides with the first anniversary 
on 20 September at 3pm. The Forest 
Church meets at the Maiden Erlegh 
Nature Reserve, which has a large lake, 
and eight medieval oaks that have been 
protected. It is surrounded by urban 
development. Emma says: “It is a five 
minute walk or cycle for anyone in Earley. 
It’s such a brilliant opportunity to meet 
people who may be scared of church, 
but are connecting with God when they 
are walking their dog or out in nature. 
It’s a chance for them to join us and ask 
questions.”
   In Buckinghamshire, churches will be 
invited to take part in a resource day on 
developing an eco-friendly parish, which 
will take place on 9 October. For more see 
www.earthingfaith.org/2014/gathering-
9th-oct/ 
   Climate change will be the specific focus 
of several key events going forward into 
the Autumn. During the Christian Aid 
Hunger for Justice weekend on 18 – 19 
October, churches are urged to invite their 
local MP to an event or service to speak 
about their commitments to international 
development and to respond to questions 
on their party’s promises on climate 

change. 
   As climate change takes hold, the world’s 
poorest people – those communities who 
have done the least to cause climate change 
– bear the brunt of its chaos.  Jessica Hall, 
Regional Coordinator from Christian Aid 
says, “The Hunger for Justice weekend 
gives churches the chance to stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder with sisters and 
brothers around the world, and encourages 
us all to take steps towards a safer, cleaner 
future.” 
   Find out more at christianaid.org.uk/
hungerforjustice or contact Jessica on 
jhall@christian-aid.org or 01865 246818. 
   As another sign of solidarity, churches 

are invited to join in a time to “pray 
and fast for the climate” on the 1st of 
each month. The fast was inspired by 
Filipino climate negotiator Yeb Sano, who 
fasted following Typhoon Haiyan last 
year.  Special services will take place on 1 
November. For more information, contact 
maranda@ccow.org.uk.
   The Milton Keynes Christian 
Environment Group will be running an 
evening looking at how theology informs 
an appropriate response to climate change, 
on November 11. See www.mkceg.org.
uk/ for more.  See www.ccow.org.uk/
Resources/creationtime2014/ for more 
on how your church can join Time For 
Creation. 

How will your church make Time for Creation?

Vacancy in the See of Oxford

Bishop joins in Ride and Stride 2014
by Colin Fletcher

UFFINGTON, Baulking, Goosey, Stanford-
in-the-Vale, Hatford, Shellingford, 
Fernham, Longcot, Watchfield, 
Shrivenham and Woolstone all sound 
pretty idyllic – and what’s more I’m 
assured that there are not too many steep 
hills around when I set off with Basil 
Eastwood, the Chairman of Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust, to cycle round 
their churches on September 13 as part of 
this year’s Ride and Stride events.
   The purpose, as many of you will know, 
is to raise money both for the Trust 
(celebrating its 50th Anniversary this 
year) and for people’s local churches.  
Sponsorship is the name of the game and, 
as well as what I’ll be sponsoring myself, 
I’d be delighted to receive any donations 
either here at Arran House, Sandy Lane, 
Yarnton, Oxfordshire, OX5 1PB or on my 
Just Giving page (www.justgiving.com/
Colin-Fletcher1).  

   It would also 
be lovely to be 
joined by any 
other cyclists 
on the route – 
provided you 
are not too fit.
   But for me 
it’s more than a 
cycle ride – and 
it’s more than 
just a fund-
raising event.  
Since taking over as the Area Bishop for 
this part of Oxfordshire earlier this year 
I have managed to visit a few of these 
churches but I am greatly looking forward 
to seeing a number of new ones – and to 
meeting some of those who worship in 
them week by week.
   All we need now is a dry day without too 
much wind.
The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Bishop 
of Dorchester. 

Photo: Maranda St John Nicolle
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 Empowered Personal Evangelism has been 
written by the Revd Ian Seymour, Curate 
at St Sebastian’s, Wokingham. Ian has 
written the book to resource, mobilise and 
equip ordinary Christians for evangelism. 
  It is filled with ideas, exercises, 
challenges and examples of thinks we can 
do to empower and mobilise the Church. 
  Ian is passionate about evangelism. 
Before ordination he worked in 
commercial propery development, sales 
and personal development training and 
ran his own business and management 
consultancy. His clients have included 
Toshiba, Dell and Hewlett Packard. Today 
he devotes his energy to spreading the 
Gospel and discipling others in the art 

of personal 
evangelism. 
   The Door has 
three copies 
to give away. 
To win send 
your name 
and address 
to Evanglism 
Competition, 
The Door, 
Diocesan 
Church House, 
North Hinksey, 
Oxford OX2 
0NB. The 
closing date is Friday 12 September.

Theologygrams is a visual way of 
thinking about theology, devised by 
Rich Wyld, an Anglican priest with a 
PhD in theology. Rich is the author 
of the Theologygrams blog and has 
collected a selection of his full-colour 
diagrams in this book, published by 
Darton, Longman and Todd. 
  It is described as clever, cheeky 
and instructive and is aimed at 
theologians and non-specialist readers 
alike. The Door has three copies of 
Theologygrams to give away in our 
prize draw.  

To enter send your name and address 
to Theologygrams Contest, the Door, 
North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 
OX2 0NB. The closing date is 
Friday 12 September.

by Rod Cosh

Much has been written, 
certainly, over the last 
few decades about care of 
the dying, from medical, 

nursing and a chaplaincy perspective.  
This refreshing book is written with 
the pastoral carer who is perhaps 
inexperienced in caring for others at the 
end of life in mind.
   This insightful book introduces the 
reader to the world of palliative care; 
including a brief history of the modern 
hospice movement, which was, primarily, 
begun by Dame Cicely Saunders.
     In a very readable way the book weaves 
together Christian concepts of the 
theology of death and dying along with an 
understanding of the practical and medical 
care that someone who is coming to the 
end of their life may need. It is clear that 
it has been written so that those involved 
in situations of end of life care may begin 
to understand the need for that care to be 
holistic. 
   So often the physical and psychological 
care of people with a terminal illness can 
take priority particularly in the area of 
pain control.  What Sioned and Andrew 
emphasise is the need for us to take 
into account the spiritual needs of the 
person not as ‘add ons’ but as an essential 
component if we are to address the needs 
of the whole person.
   The book explores concepts such as ‘a 
good death’, pain control and assisted 

suicide. It looks at comparing care for 
someone in differing situations such as 
hospital, hospice or home.  It asks the 
important question: if we are caring in this 
situation how do we ensure that we too are 
cared for?
   This book is by necessity an overview of 
a wide range of subjects and issues which 
are involved in care for the dying.  Some, 
perhaps, could have been given a little 
more attention.  There is an interesting 
section on Spiritual Pain, which explores 
some of the things which can cause 
spiritual distress such as guilt, sin and 
the sheer messiness of life.  However, 
it does not clearly point the reader to a 
way in which this spiritual pain may be 
recognized or diagnosed so that the most 
appropriate intervention may be applied.  
   This is a fascinating and thoughtful book 
that I would recommend to anyone who is, 
or may be, involved in Care for the Dying. 

   The Revd Rod Cosh is Area Dean for 
Burnham and Slough. 

Care for the Dying
Sioned Evans and Andrew Davison
ISBN 978-1-84825-470-1
Canterbury Press £14.99 

Hear The Vine at the Grand Day Out Win Theologygrams

by Joan van Emden

The stories of twelve outstanding 
women, told in this book, are 
grouped under the sub-title: 
Prejudice at the heart of the 

Church. Eight are priests, all of whom 
struggled initially with a shortage of 
role models and later from sometimes 
vicious treatment from opponents of 
their ordination. Lucy Winkett tells of a 
server who would come to the altar rail for 
communion and then turn away instead of 
receiving; fortunately – and impressively 
– her story includes their eventual 
reconciliation.
   Prejudice has many faces, and the book 
includes not only prejudice against women 
but also racial and other sexual prejudice; 
the Dean of York, Vivienne Faull, talks 
movingly of being on the margins along 
with gay people and black people, and of 
the discovery that being there was itself 
both exciting and challenging. In some 
ways, however, the most interesting 
accounts are of women who are not 
ordained: Elaine Storkey’s moving account 
of her work for Tearfund came as a perhaps 
unintended counter-balance to the British 
stories. Two hundred women in Congo 
forming a queue early in the morning 
to receive counselling and practical help 
for rape and other extreme physical 
violence bore witness to a different 
order of prejudice and its impact. I am 
not in any way belittling the pain of the 
ordained women in this book, but here 

was a glimpse 
of a wider need 
for the voices 
of women to be 
heard, and not 
just heard, but 
listened to.
   The women 
who tell their 
stories are indeed 
inspirational, but 
they are let down 
by the editing, 
which is at times 
highly irritating. 
Julia Ogilvy says in her introduction, 
rightly, that ‘women suffer from a casual 
prejudice that leads to comments on their 
hair, weight or clothing in a way that rarely 
happens to men’. She then introduces 
Sheila Watson, the Archdeacon of 
Canterbury, as ‘pretty, petite and...chic in 
her slim black trousers and elegant jacket.’  
Oh dear.
   Instead of allowing the women to speak 
for themselves, as they are outstandingly 
qualified to do, Ms Ogilvy tries to tell 
us how to react. ‘I sensed her anger’, she 
writes of Rose Hudson-Wilkin; ‘I feel sad 
for her.’ Of Jane Williams, wife of Rowan: ‘I 
felt the issue of women bishops must have 
been a complicated one for her.’ Well, yes, 
we might have guessed.
The poor editing is compounded by 
a surely unnecessary glossary at the 
end. Would any reader of this book not 
understand what the term ‘High Church’ 
means, or define it purely in terms of 
‘[using] a number of rituals associated with 
Roman Catholicism’? The women deserve 
better.
  Joan van Emden, Christ Church, 
Reading.

Women in Waiting
Julia Ogilvy
ISBN 978 1 4729 0177 4 
Bloomsbury: £12.99 

Win Empowered Personal Evangelism
HEAR up-and-coming Christian band The 
Vine play live at the Living the Difference 
Café venue at the Grand Day Out on 
Saturday 20 September. 
   Sixth former Matt felt led to enquire 
about leading worship with young people 
after going to Soul Survivor. At his church, 
St Leonards, Eynsham,  he was told to go 
for it as there were plenty of musicians 
who needed a leader. Now The Vine 
comprises people from various churches 
and play regularly in different venues.  
They recently led worship at Yellow Braces, 
the annual diocesan youth camp and have 
released an album, Horizon. Matt plays 
with Lilly (piano and vocals), Toby (drums) 
Olly (bass) and Nick (guitar).

   “I love it. We are taking opportunities to 
play wherever we can, in youth events or 
church services,” he says. 
   “For us it’s as much about the experience 
of playing together and doing something 
we know as our gifting and giving back to 
God in a really tangible way.” 
   

Visit www.reverbnation.com/tvine to 
hear The Vine. They are also on Spotify 
and Facebook. For more on the Living 
the Difference Café see www.oxford.

anglican.org/livingthedifference



Advertisement Feature

Paul* was a Gilead graduate in 2005. He’s 
currently employed by a housing trust as 
a support worker with homeless people, 
he’s married, and he and his wife are now 
approved foster carers. Prior to Gilead, Paul 
had a 20 year history of substance abuse 
and drug related crime. This is his story ...

Paul began sniffi  ng glue at the age of 
11. During his teens he descended into 
‘recreational’ drug use, which led to crack-
cocaine and heroin. But the drugs were only 
the symptom of the problem.

“I had what you could call a troubled 
childhood,” said Paul, “and I was looking for 
some acceptance.” Paul looked in the wrong 
places and the results were devastating as 
addiction took hold.

In the early ‘90’s, Paul was living on 
hippy sites, travelling and living a party 
lifestyle. As a result of using psychoactive 
drugs, including LSD, his mental health 
deteriorated, and he couldn’t cope. He used 
heroin to try to calm himself.

In his mid-twenties, having tried to settle 
down, he lost his house and job, and spent 
years ‘sofa surfi ng’ and living as a homeless 
person. “I had six prison sentences for 
various off ences,” said Paul. “In one prison, 
a fellow inmate said to me, ‘Get used to this, 
this is your life now, this is your family.’ I 
thought ‘NO! This isn’t what I thought I was 
choosing when I was 11.’ I wanted the same 
as everyone else really, a home, a wife, kids, 
a job. But my choices had led me to prison.”

Paul couldn’t live a ‘normal’ lifestyle, nor 
fi nd the acceptance that he was always 
looking for. Then, in 2002 his father died.

“I did not know God, but I prayed ‘if you’re 
real, keep me out of prison til aft er the funeral.’ 
For two weeks I wasn’t stopped by the police 
(unusual for Paul back then), and then, aft er 
the funeral, I was caught shoplift ing and 
remanded. They were looking into another, 
potentially more serious allegation, too.”

In desperation, Paul prayed again, “God 
if you’re real, keep me off  drugs and I’ll do 
anything for you.” While he was in prison, his 
mother and sister drove past Gilead’s farm 
in Devon, noted the contact details and put 
Paul in touch.

Paul went to Gilead when he was released 
from prison, and in his own words he ‘made a 
poor start’, struggling and causing problems. 

But he stayed with it and worked his 
problems through with the help of the staff  
and community. Paul also found faith: “There 
was a drama presentation one day by some 
people from a church, and next thing I knew 
I was giving my life back to God,” said Paul.

The Genesis relapse prevention course 
helped him identify the core problems that 
led to his addictions, and gave him the 
tools to remain free once he fi nished the 
programme. He stayed on at Gilead as a staff  
member, running the dairy’s milk processing 
department, and trained as a relapse 
prevention counsellor using the Genesis 
programme, helping others to work through 
their problems as he had done.

In 2008 Paul left  Gilead for South Africa, 
working as a support worker for schools 
work. He then undertook a three year 
course at Moorlands Bible College, where 
he attained degree in Applied Theology in 
2011. He worked as a pastor for two years, 
and is now working as a support worker with 
homeless people in the Cambridge area, 
with ‘English Churches Housing Riverside’. 

“Gilead is why I am here today,” said Paul. 
“I am not the same person I was. Gilead has 
enabled me to live with other people without 
needing to use drugs. I now see my Mum 
nearly every day, and I’m back in regular 
contact with my sister – my family is being 
restored. I got married in 2012, we’re home-
owners and we’ve recently been approved 
as foster parents. I’ve even got a car and my 
dogs!”

Gilead has enabled Paul to break free from 
addiction, make a fresh start and have a 
positive impact on the lives of many others 
who he works with on a daily basis.

*Paul’s name has been changed for 
con� dentiality

01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a Partner
Please fill in this form

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD

Becoming a Partner: Giving £20 a month or an amount of 
your choosing will help us develop sustainable income for 
successful rehabilitation. If you want to discuss monthly 
giving please contact Carole Harris on 01837 851240
Making a larger donation: Alternatively, a one-off gift 
donation would also be a great help. If you would like to 
discuss a larger donation please contact Chris Cole 
(Trustee) on 07957 433973.
To help us correctly allocate your gift, please record your 
name and contact details using the form below. You can 
also donate online at www.gilead.org.uk. Thank you.

I would like all donations I make to Gilead Foundations, 
Reg Charity Number 1002909, from the date of this 
declaration until I notify you otherwise to be treated as 
Gift Aid donations.

Signed    Date

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or 
Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at 
least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or 
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will 
reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes 
such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

DIO0914

Unlocking People... Releasing Potential
Gilead Foundations Charity was established 
in 1991, to operate residential rehabilitation 
at Risdon Farm in Devon, for people 
su� ering with compulsive behaviours such 
as drug and alcohol addictions and related 
issues.

Since 1991, Gilead has seen hundreds of 
service users complete the programme, 
with present success rates showing at least 
85% living a successful recovery lifestyle, 
measured two years aft er they have 
completed the programme.

Gilead works in collaboration with 
Risdon Enterprise Community Interest 
Company (RECIC) - 
a social enterprise 
that generates 
sustainable income 
from its farming 
business to help 
fund service users. 
RECIC also operates 
the rehabilitation 
programme for 
Gilead Foundations 
Charity

Gilead aims to 
unlock people from 
addictive lifestyles 
and release them 
into their true 
potential, through residential rehabilitation 
in an extended family environment. Detox, 
individual and group therapy, relapse 
prevention, responsibility and accountability 
are all key elements of our approach.

Over the past 23 years, our experience 
has shown that rehabilitation and training 
need to go hand in hand. Training includes 
numeracy and literacy, working with 
agricultural machinery, administration, food 
preparation, building & maintenance, animal 
husbandry, general farm work, tractor 
driving and gardening.

Risdon Farm, with free-range egg 
production and wholesale milk production, 
provides real-life work therapy and skills 
training to our service users. Plans are 
well underway to expand the free range 

egg production, and we are building new 
accommodation which will take our fl ock 
from 9,000 to 21,000 chickens in 2015 – we 
have guaranteed buyers for those eggs, and 
this will greatly help us as RECIC part-funds 
the service users in rehab from its profi ts, 
by up to £250 per person per week. This 
growing social enterprise business enables 
us to be less dependent upon other funding 
sources, which have sadly been reduced 
during the recession.

Our programme is designed to enable 
the service users to achieve recovery, fi nd 
employment, and live independent lifestyles. 

‘Paul’s’ story on these pages is a typical 
example of someone who has been set free 
from addiction, healed of its root causes 
and enabled to develop a responsible, 
independent lifestyle free from addiction, 
and contribute much back into society.

To continue with this vital and eff ective 
work, Gilead is looking for partners to 
donate to our funds to meet the costs of 
rehabilitation. Can you be one of our growing 
number of partners from all walks of life, 
who recognise that by giving fi nancially 
each month, they can be part of unlocking 
people and releasing them into their God-
given potential? If you can, please complete 
the reply coupon on this page, or contact us 
on 01837 851240, email carole.harris@gilead.
org.uk, or visit www.gilead.org.uk. Thank you.

“Gilead is why I’m here today...”

New purpose-built accomodation for service users at Gilead
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Around the Deaneries - Wallingford
THE Revd 

Jason St John 
Nicolle has 
been the Rector 

of Churn Benefice, in 
South Oxfordshire, since 
2008 and Area Dean of 
Wallingford since 2012.  
The area is growing as 
thousands of new homes 
are built to meet the demand for housing. 
Jason is also Area Dean of Wantage, 
another area that is experiencing growth. 
There will be more on Wantage in a future 
edition of the Door. 
   This growth presents exciting 
opportunities and challenges for the 
Church. Church leaders are working hard 
with Peter Morgan, the Diocesan New 
Communities Officer, and church leaders 
on how we can respond. 
   “I find the challenges of engaging with 
new areas of housing fascinating. We are 

trying to provide the most appropriate 
resourcing for mission and ministry in 
new areas of housing and looking at how 
you provide the resources once you have 
discerned the model,” says Jason, who feels 
his role also involves being something of a 
historian. 
   “There have been church communities 
here for over 1,500 years, pre St Birinus. 
There were Seventh Century Christian 
communities here. Part of the work in 
our deanery is providing a traditional 
parish ministry in the countryside. It’s 
still effective as a means of sharing the life 
of Christ and in growing in that life. At 
the same time traditional parish ministry 
doesn’t reach everyone. That’s why we are 
all looking at new ways of engaging with 
the Gospel, hence our science missioner in 
the Churn Benefice and a new children’s 
worker in Harwell.
“We are looking at how we can adapt the 
structures of the Church so that we can be 

effective conduits of God’s 
transforming grace. It’s a 
matter of not throwing the 
baby out with the bath water. 
One of the joys of rural 
ministry is that there is a 
large fringe, typically here in 
a village, of people who are 
well intentioned towards the 
Church. That is a powerful 
field for mission, outreach 
and fundraising and that is 
a joy. 
   “The physical presence 
of the building in the 

villages helps to ensure that 
these are largely Christian 
communities even if they are 
small congregations. It’s about 
community and connecting 
people with Jesus. I suspect 
that this is similar in towns. 
There is really great ministry 
going on in the towns of 
our deanery, Didcot and 
Wallingford.” 
   As Area Dean, while Jason 
knows conversations about 
parish share can be difficult, he 
views them as a vital element of 
discipleship. 
   “When I was working as 
a lawyer, and as a financial 
adviser, I was helping people 
with debt problems. The world 
of money is part of the reality 
of the world that God has 
created,” he says. “Decisions 
about parish share are about 
sustainability and are as 
spiritual as conversations about Sunday 
services and pastoral care.” Jason sees the 
whole of his work as Area Dean as seeking 
to promote Confident Collaborative 
Leadership, one of the five strands of 
Bishop John’s Living Faith vision.
   “It’s supporting one another to work and 
grow in the love of Jesus Christ, asking 
colleagues to be thinking about the best 
ways we can be doing things.”
   Jason is also aware of balancing serving 
the needs of the people now with planning 
for the future, thinking about what 

the needs of communities will be in a 
decade’s time and beyond. “It’s about 
intergenerational equity – a fair balance 
between the rights of communities in the 
current time and the rights of the future 
communities,” he added. 

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Jason St John Nicolle 
Lay Chair: Gordon Gill 
Clergy: 17 
Churches: 19 
Number of Benefices: 6Wallingford Town Centre. Photo by Wallingford Town Council

As communities grow
THE Revd Mark Bodeker (right) is excited 
about moving to the new Great Western 
Estate with his family. 
   There he has already started to build on 
the mission work that has already started  
within the expanding community. The new 
development, along with the adjoining 
Valley Park estate, when complete, will see 
6,000 homes and up to 15,000 new people 
move to the west of Didcot . 
   Mark’s work as Community Minister 
on GWP is developing as the physical 
landscape of Didcot is changing 
dramatically as three of the six famous 
cooling towers at the now iconic power 
station were demolished in July. “Part 
of my role is to help support and build 
community. That’s everything from 
helping people to find their way around 
to supporting the siting of a new post 
box. It’s about working together to ensure 
that where a new community building is 
planned, the council and main contractor 
do the work they say they are going to do,” 
says Mark. 
   “The second thing is to help people grow 
in their Christian faith on the estate. 
It’s the old fashioned model of meeting, 
greeting and inviting people,” says Mark, 
who has been making connections with 
the Stephen Freeman Community School, 
Residents Association, local housing 
agencies, mums and toddler groups and 
others on the new estate.
   “I’m excited because what I’m describing 
to you is all new. We are trying things out. 
We had one event on a Friday evening 
in someone’s home. That didn’t get a 
massive take-up so we tried it on a Sunday 

afternoon and lots of people came. People 
may be tired on a Friday night but may 
have some energy by Sunday.”
   While All Saints’, Didcot, where Mark 
also acts as Curate, offers him a structure 
and rhythm, the new communities work 
is completely the opposite. A family 
summer activities week with events 
arranged for children aged from toddlers 
up to teenagers took place in August and 
other, similar events for a broader range of 
people are in the pipeline. 
   Mark is looking for a regular meeting 
place for groups where people can explore 
spirituality.  “I am trying not to use terms 
that only people with experience of the 
traditional Church and Christianity can 
understand, but trying to make this 
outreach accessible to people with no 
church background.” So far Mark has met 
around 20 committed Christians and is 
working to reach those who may not go 
to church. “Those people may want to get 
their child baptised or may simply want 
a place to come which is outside of their 
busy lives and be still for a while. What 
they are seeking is a spiritual dimension 
which they can’t experience elsewhere.”

It’s all about science
FROM celebrations of the first moon landing 
through to ecological surveys of churchyards, the 
Revd Jennifer Brown is loving her new role as a 
Science Missioner.
   Jennifer, who serves in the Churn Benefice, 
says:  “One of the things that gets me excited 
about this job is myth busting. We want to break 
down the view that science and religion are at 
odds with one another and have some useful 
conversations.”
Churn Benefice Rector and Wallingford Area 
Dean, Jason St John-Nicolle came up with 
the idea of a science missioner.  “He started 
to notice how many scientists were members 
of his congregations. There is so much science 
related industry in South Oxfordshire,” says 
Jennifer, who has a background in medical communications and understands scientific 
language. “We thought we should be doing more outreach in that area,” says Jennifer 
who has a BSc in Psychology and an MA in the Psychology of Religion.  
   “The role is to help to support people in our congregations who work in the science 
industries so that they feel confident to articulate their faith, and to make connections 
with the local science community.”
   To commemorate the 45th anniversary of the Apollo moonlanding a special service 
was held in July. Staff from the European Space Agency in Harwell and the Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratory space technology department were invited. 
   “The idea was to let the space technology industry workers know we are praying and 
taking an interest in what they do,” says Jennifer.
   “We are also hoping to work with local environmental groups to arrange an ‘explore 
your churchyard’ day, getting children involved in ecology and why that is important 
to the Church and the Christian faith,” says Jennifer. “We are planning to do some 
work in schools in the next academic year. One of the advantages of the job is that 
I’m employed by the benefice to do this role, which means that, as well as looking 
outwards to engage with the science community, I’m also getting to preach regularly in 
the benefice, and get to know the congregations.”
Jennifer is pictured with Bishop Colin at her Installation as Science Missioner. 
She took up the post in May. To read her blog go to www.churchchurches.co.uk/
science-missioner/  Photo by Henry Chandler. 



If you, or someone 
you know would like 

more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

Based on a 300  
acre dairy farm in  
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 
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The Door introduces the 19 new Deacons who were ordained to serve in 
parishes in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire this summer. 
The ordinations took place at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford on 
Saturday 5 July.

Sally Bottomer will serve at Aston 
Clinton: Sally says: “I’m married with four 
children and I have two dogs.  I used to live 
in Tenerife and am bilingual in Spanish. I 
like to go running in my spare time, not 
only to keep fit but also to spend ‘quality 
time’ with God.” 
 
Hannah Brooks will serve at 
Finchampstead and California: Hannah 
says: “I am 24 years old. I have felt called to 
ordained ministry since about the age of 12.  
This year is very exciting because as well as 
getting ordained, I am also getting married.” 
 
Sam Cross will serve at St Giles, 
Reading: Sam has just completed his BA 
in Theology, studying at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon for the past three years.  
Prior to ordination Sam worked in the 
entertainment industry as a performer, 
running his own business from the age of 
seventeen.  He has a particular interest in 
pilgrimage, which his disseration explored. 
 
Jo Ellington will serve in the 
Cookhams: Jo says:  “I am married with 
two children and two step children.  I was 
not a churchgoer as a child.  I was baptised 
and confirmed at seventeen. I studied 
chemistry at Leeds University.  I worked 
in the USA for two years.  I love walking, 
skiing and eating with friends and family.” 
 
Patrick Gilday will serve at All Saints, 
Ascot Heath: Patrick says:  “I first came to 
Oxford as a music student in 2002, where 
I was for a little while a member of the 
cathedral choir.  Coming to Christ Church 

always feels like coming home now.  Since 
graduating I have worked for the NHS and 
taught undergraduate musicians at Oxford.” 
 
Dominic Meering will serve in 
Hazlemere: Dominic, a former maths 
teacher from Bristol, is married to Crystal 
with two young children.  For three years 
they led a week long annual residential 
water sports and exam revision holiday in 
the Lake District.  He has also helped with 
various other short-term mission trips in 
the UK and overseas. 
 
Nigel Richards will serve in Bracknell: 
Nigel says:  “Years ago there was a popular 
game show called ‘What’s my Line?’, in 
which panellists would guess a person’s 
occupation by given clues.  Looking at my 
Facebook profile, apart from a few obvious 
‘likes’, it would be difficult to see a priest 
among my interests of rock music, street 
art, tattoos and festivals. I hate all forms 
of injustice and remain passionately in love 
with God, the world and everybody in it.” 
 
Ben Topham will serve at Chalfont 
St Peter:  Ben says:  “I graduated from 
Cliff College in 2005, and since have been 
engaged in full-time youth ministry.  I love 
to tell stories and explore scripture with 
others. My pre-ordination ‘retreat’ was a 
112 mile pilgrimage in 5 days which joined 
my love of challenge, the great outdoors, 
deep friendships and active spirituality.” 
 
Janet Wales will serve at Stoke 
Mandeville and the Kimbles: Janet 
was born in South Africa but moved to 

Zimbabwe when she married David, now 
Rector of Weston Turville parish. She has 
two adult children. Janet, a former history 
teacher, now teaches piano and plays the 
organ.  She is interested in art and inter-
faith matters. 
 
Ben Drury will serve at Stony Stratford 
with Calverton: Ben grew up in Richmond, 
Yorkshire.  At Worcester College, Oxford 
he read Ancient and Modern History and 
Byzantine Studies.  He then continued 
exploring his vocation as pastoral assistant 
of St Michael’s and St Paul’s Church in 
Brighton.  Ben was then course assistant 
at St George’s College, Jerusalem before 
returning to Oxford to read Theology at St 
Stephen’s House. 
 
Rob Glenny will serve at Marston 
and Elsfield: Prior to training at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon, Rob read theology at St 
Andrew’s University, writing a disseration 
on the theology of Johannes Brahms.  He 
has a keen interest in both sport and music, 
and moonlights as a part-time composer.  
He is soon to be maried to Beth. 
 
John Goodman will serve at St Francis, 
Banbury: John’s background is mission 
work in schools, parishes and street 
outreach as a youth worker as well as in 
media and internet based ministries. He 
trained at Trinity College, Bristol. Together 
with his wife, Camilla, and children, Miriam 
and Samuel, they are excited to serve at St 
Francis, Banbury. 
 

Introducing our new Deacons

Ordination service at Christ Church Cathedral on 5 July at 10am with the Bishop of Oxford.

Back (left to right): Ben Drury, Patrick Gilday, Sam Cross, Ben Topham, Nigel Richards.  Front (left to right): Jo Ellington, Janet Wales, Hannah Brooks, 
Sally Bottomer and Dominic Meering.



Can you play the piano?

ALL SAINTS, WYTHAM, 
NEEDS ANOTHER KEY BOARD PLAYER!
We have a small organ, designed to be played by 
a pianist.  We need someone to join our current 

team of three organists. � e commitment is to play 
hymns only for one Sunday each month, at our 

9.30am service.
Regrettably, we cannot a� ord a salary, 
but reasonable expenses will be paid.

If you could help, please contact: 
David Humphrey 

Oxford 316870, (david@coldav.f2s.com)

Christ The Worker Church
www.langleymarish.com/c-t-w/

Langley Berkshire 

Seeking keyboard player
Style to include Traditional/

Modern/Gospel. There will be a 
small numeration.

Please contact: Revd. Colin Hartley
Rev.hartley@btinternet.com

01753 596722

We practise and teach Christian
contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses 

at our centre in Dorchester and at 
other retreat centres   in the UK.

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 

of the Spirit can enter our hearts.
Our members also gather in local groups.  For further details please 

contact:
The Secretary, The Fellowship of Meditation

8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1PW. 
Tel: (01305) 251396

E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org

UK Reg Charity No: 213323

The Fellowship of Meditation

a Christian-based organisation

Forgiveness – A Church Life  
Skills Workshop

Wednesday October 15  9am-12pm 
At St. James Garlickhythe,  

Garlick Hill, London  EC4V 2AF

Call 020 7384 9212 to book 

hand made in West Dorset
~ treasured across the country ~

Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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13yrs landscaping & 25yrs fi shkeeping experience

• All aspects of Hard Landscaping
• Specialised in Water Gardens, 

Ponds (with fi sh or without), Water 
Features, Bog Gardens and Koi

Projects both big & small 
Corporate, public, leisure and private

Call Paul on 07841 446580 
or email paul@stillwaters.me
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9Introducing our new Deacons

Ordination service at Christ Church Cathedral on 5 July at 2pm with the Bishop of Oxford.
Back (left to right): Simon Potter, John Goodman, George Moodey, Martha Simpson, Michal Lakey.  Front (left to right): Jonathan Jong, Rob Glenny,  
Peter Hill and Janet Radford.   Photos by Ralph Williamson.                                                                                         

Peter Hill will serve at Emmanuel, 
Bicester: Peter works two days a week 
as a cover supervisor at Wheatley Park 
Secondary School.  He says:  “I have done 
this for nearly three years and it is totally 
different to my previous job which was 
as a Senior officer in the prison service, 
working at Grendon prison.  Grendon is a 
therapy prison, helping offenders change 
through psychotherapy. I also keep ferrets 
which I have taken to church on occasion 
to illustrate sermons, and I am known to 
my grandson and his friends as ‘Grandad 
Ferret’.”
 
Jonathan Jong will serve at St Mary 
Magdalen, Oxford: Jonathan Jong grew 
up in Malaysia before starting university 
in Dunedin, New Zealand, where he first 
discovered Anglicanism.  He then came to 
Oxford to be an experimental psychologist, 
specialising in the evolutionary and 
psychological underpinnings of religious 
belief and behaviour and found himself 
training for ordination on top of that. 
 
Michael Lakey will serve at St Peter 
and St Paul, Dorchester: Michael Lakey is 
serving a part-time post at St Peter and St 
Paul’s. Alongside this, he is New Testament 
tutor at Ripon College, Cuddesdon, a post 
he has occupied since 2008.  Prior to this, 
he assisted Bishop Tom Wright, the then 
Bishop of Durham, on a New Testament 
translation project, published with SPCK in 
2011. 

George Moody will serve at Grove: 
George says:  “I am married with four 
children, the youngest with special needs.  
I am a full time teacher, running a busy 
Religious Studies department and the 
school’s athletics club.  I try to keep fit and 
healthy by running.  If I had any free time, I 
would sail or windsurf.”
 
Simon Potter will serve at St Andrew’s, 
Oxford: Simon says: “I am delighted to join 
St Andrew’s team having been a teacher and 
chaplaincy worker for thirteen years.  I look 
forward to seeing how the truly great news 
of God’s invitation to know him in Jesus 
Christ might be combined with my love of 
good curry, coffee, music and travel.” 
 
Janet Radford will serve at St 
Matthew’s, Harwell and All Saint’s, 
Chilton and Oxford University Trust: 
Janet says:  “I am coming to ordination 
after a 37 year career as a nurse.  I am 
currently working as a Hospital Chaplain.  
I enjoy travelling and walking on the 
beach (preferably a hot and sunny one), 
scrapbooking and eating, but definitely not 
cooking!  My favourite food is chocolate.” 
 
Martha Simpson will serve in Chipping 
Norton: Martha says:  “Before I started 
training to be a vicar I worked for the 
National Trust as a Press Officer.  I did 
mostly wildlife and countryside press so 
spent a lot of time in some pretty amazing 
places.  My favourite experience was 
probably spending the evening recording 
natterjack toad noises at a site near 
Liverpool.”

Is God calling you?
The answer is YES! God calls all 
Christians into service - in the local 
church and the wider community. 
 
One of the great things about the 
Church of England is its diversity. We 
welcome the young and the old; the 
able and less able; the traditional 
and the more contemporary. 
We welcome people of diverse 
backgrounds, nationalities and 
experience. 
 
Is Ministry in the Church of England 
for you?  If you think it might be, you 
should:
• Pray - ask God for guidance
• Talk - to your vicar or chaplain
• Read - so you know what you 

might be letting yourself in for!
What are you being called to? God 
may be calling you into a particular 
role: as an ordained minister; as a 
licensed lay minister; as a Church 
Army evangelist; as a monk or a nun. 
 
What next? visit www.oxford.
anglican.org/mission-ministry/
vocations/ or www.cofe.anglican.org 
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As an Emeritus Professor and an ordained priest in the Church of England, 
author Roland Price explores how water is featured in the Bible through his 
book, Finding the Way Through Water. Important since creation, water had 
its many uses such as - enabling the Israelites' escape from slavery, and 
ensuring their survival in the wilderness. In the gospels, Jesus turns water into 
wine and stills the storm. Through these familiar stories in the Old and New 
Testaments from the unfamiliar perspective of water, readers will learn 
something about the relationship between the world of the Bible and our 
modern world; and be challenged, whether you are a water sector 
professional, or a Christian wanting to understand more about water in God’s 
world today.

ISBN 13 (TP): 978-1-4918-9518-4 Trade Paperback: £12.95

Finding the Way Through Water
On becoming waterwise with the Bible
Roland K Price
298pages

The Grand Day Out 
Saturday 20 September in and around Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford

The Grand Day Out is FREE.  You must book as sessions have limited capacity. 
Further details about events, the programme of the day and 

booking details available at

www.oxford.anglican.org/granddayout

Say goodbye to Bishop John at a very special day for 
the whole church family

Tel: 01865 208200

Christian Novel by
K L COLE

FAITHFULNESS
in 

RELATIONSHIPS

Exit Darcus – only available on Amazon

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE
St Mary’s Convent is set in a tranquil location 
in the shadows of the Lambourn Downs.
Providing comfortable and fl exible 
accommodation and facilities. Home cooked 
food using fresh wholesome ingredients.
Suitable for Group Quiet Days and Group 
Retreats. Including conference facilities and 
private individual visits.
The Guest Wing is a calm still place enabling 
peace and spiritual refreshment for all.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 
OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk



11Feature
A meeting of Lay Ministers

MORE than 120 Licensed Lay 
Ministers flocked to the idyllic 
Milton Hill House in South 
Oxfordshire for their annual 
conference this year. 

The event gave LLMs the chance 
to relax at the countryside hotel 
while meeting up, comparing 
notes and enjoying speakers and 

workshops aimed at helping them in their 
ministry. 
   Susan Small, from Worminghall, said: 
“It’s been very helpful. It just gives you 
a chance that you don’t have when you 
are working in the parishes to talk to 
others and to reflect and learn. It’s about 
working together really. It’s about how we 
as a Church, as a community of Christ’s 
followers can work together to meet the 
needs of our congregations.”
   Sara Bedwell, a family law solicitor, will 
be licensed as an LLM on 1st November. 
She has opted for lay ministry because 
she says she enjoys being part of the laity 
and acting as a bridge between the Church 
and the world. She went along to the 
conference. She says: “My work means I 
have complementary pastoral skills that 
are needed in both places. People’s family 
difficulties are part of my day-to-day 
work,” says Sara, who will be an LLM at St 
Andrew’s, Linton Road, Oxford.

   

Bill Birmingham first became a Lay Reader, 
as they are known in other dioceses, in 
1980. Bill was involved in a church in 
Beijing for just over five years and had 
links with the Chinese Three Self Church. 
“I still have links with the Chinese Church,” 

says Bill, who is involved with a three day 
event that takes place in August, for the 
over 60s, at his church. “Clearly there is 
a need to do things for young people and 
families, but we feel the need to do things 
for older people so we have three days of 
activities for people who can’t go away. 
We have painting, embroidery, jigsaws, a 
meal and a trip to Stoke Poges gardens. 
Last year we went to Eton College. We try 
and bring in older people who have no 
connection with the Church.”
   Bill was enjoying the conference. “It’s 
been very good. The sessions have been 
good for unveiling new thoughts and 
ideas looking at the prologue to St John’s 
Gospel.”
   Jeremy Hopkinson, from the Mursley 
Deanery, said the event had been 
‘inspiring’. He said: “It was very thought 
provoking. I came to the conclusion that 
I needed to have a word with the Bishop 
before I left, so I have spoken to him, 
and to Archdeacon Karen. It is always 
good to listen to advice and it was really 
encouraging.”

   

Margaret Fisher, from the Hermitage 
Team, said: “I do a lot of mission with 
children and toddlers and it is nice to step 
away from that to reflect. The talk on St 
John’s Gospel was excellent.”
   Edna Strange, from St Lawrence, 
Warborough, said: “I have been to a 
brilliant session on children’s spirituality. 
There were parts of it that were really 
really helpful because I’m going to do 
assemblies and that is where spirituality 
comes out in schools.”
   Wendy Willoughby Paul said she had 
most enjoyed Duncan Strappy talking 
abut preaching from the right brain and 
the left brain. She said: “I thought it was 
excellent.”
   Robin Rowles will have been an LLM for 
18 years on November and was enjoying 
the surroundings at Milton Hill House.  
He said: “Personally I have found the 
worship revitalising and I found Bishop 
John’s keynote speech brought a unique, 
revitalising view.”
   Kevin Lovell is an LLM and one of the 
Area Advisers for LLM Ministry, who 
provide pastoral support for lay ministers. 
“If they have questions or difficulties they 
can ring us to ask for advice.” Kevin’s role 
also involves Ministerial Development 
Reviews for LLMs, which take place every 
two years. 
    “We also help people through the 
vocations process. If a vocations adviser 
thinks someone may have a vocation to lay 
ministry the next step for selection would 
be to come and speak to an area adviser 
and you take them through that process. 
We also support the transfer of LLMs in 
and out of the Diocese. We licence LLMs as 
a Bishop’s representative. 
   “It’s a scaled down version of the clergy 
licensing process. There are a lot of 
similarities.
   Kevin described how LLMs are a bridge 
between clergy and lay people, carrying 
out core teaching and preaching work, 
taking funerals and doing pastoral duties.
   “A lot of LLMs do children’s and youth 
work. I have done prison ministry when 
we had a prison in Reading and I’ve 

been involved in other sorts of fresh 
expressions. Quite a few of us are working, 
so we may have a workplace ministry.”
   LLMs are a range of ages, with at least 
one in the Diocese of Oxford still active at 
90. “They bring all sorts of skills, health 
care, industry, hospice workers, scientists, 
managers and solicitors. It is much like 
ordained ministry. Some of them are 
people who have had a career before being 
licensed, a lot of lay ministers are carrying 
on with their careers. We are licensing 
about 15 every year and there is a steady 
flow of people every year we are having 
conversations with who are being called to 
do something,” says Kevin. 

  
  On November 11 new LLMs will be 
licensed by the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
the Bishop of Dorchester, to serve in 
parishes across Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire, in a ceremony 
at Oxford’s Cathedral at Christ 
Church. 
    Anyone interested in becoming an 
LLM should speak to their vicar who 
will put them in touch with a Vocations 
Adviser.

 Above: The entrance to Milton Hill House.  Bottom left, LLMs gather for speaker Professor David Ford (below right) who spoke on St John’s Gospel. 
Below left, trainee LLM Sara Bedwell.  Feature and photos: Jo Duckles.  
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Equipping future leaders  
for Christian Ministry

A Permanent Private Hall  
of the University of Oxford

Wycliffe Hall

OPEN DAY

Registered Charity No. 1156892 Company No. 9007970

Wednesday 
29th October 2014
10.00 - 4.00

Booking is essential at 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

Visit the campus, 
meet students  
and staff

For further information please contact admissions@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk
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- choose it wisely -
Education has been high on 
the news agenda recently, with 
discussions ranging over topics 
including how and when parents 
should take holidays with their 
children, to the place of dance and 
the arts in the national curriculum. 
As parents, carers and grandparents, 
the education of our children, from 
toddlers at nursery through to 
students at university, is one of our 
primary concerns.
If we are privileged enough to be 
able to choose the setting of our 
offspring’s education, gathering as 
much information as possible about 
the choices and options available 
to us is almost as important as our 
children attaining their own learning 
whilst they are at school. 
Schools play such a major role in 
our lives, and often set the scene 
for our future. They are not 
just places where we learn 
the basics of the subjects 
we are taught – they are 
places where we learn 
to learn, and hopefully 
develop that as a 
lifelong habit. They are 
places where our moral, 
social and even spiritual 
development can be 
nurtured, building on 
the foundations laid in 
the home.
A look around the 
internet will give plenty 
of ideas about schools 
and colleges. Talking with 
friends, family, and others 
in our church fellowships who 
have taken the school journey 
already with their children can 
provide helpful insight. And visiting 
the schools, especially on Open 
Days, can all help us 
to make a more 
informed 
decision.
It’s a very 
similar 
story 
with 
further 

education and whilst most students 
will have already decided on a 
University or College to attend from 
the autumn semester, some will still 
be looking for a course and others 
will start planning for next year.
A lot of prayer and advice will be 
undertaken in deciding what path 
to follow, even when inherent 
talents seem to make the choice a 
little more obvious. For many older 
people, starting a course could 
well be a part of a change in life’s 
direction.
Whether it’s primary, secondary, 
college or university, most people 
rate educational choices very high 
on their list of priorities – a good 
starting place may be to contact 
some of those advertised in this 

newspaper to find 
out more.
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Bringing out 
the best in 
every pupil
OLA is Oxfordshire’s only  
Catholic, co-educational  

independent day school, for 
boys and girls aged 3-18

w Nursery to Sixth Form on 
one site  

w Excellent exam results  
w Outstanding pastoral care  

w Small class sizes

Open Morning:  
Saturday 4th  

October
Find out more:

www.olab.org.uk/openmorning
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Did you know that we can insure  
your home too?

*See website for more details, terms and conditions and minimum premiums apply.

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc (EIO) Reg. No. 24869.  Registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1JZ, UK.   EIO  is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.

We’ve been helping to protect communities and homes, 
like yours, since 1887 and it’s still our inspiration today.

All kinds of charities and community organisations benefit  
from our support – we do whatever we can to give  
something back and make a positive difference to  
the fabric of local life.

To get a quote call 0800 917 3345  
quoting CSWH14 or apply at 
www.ecclesiastical.com/home-insurance  
(*discounts available for clergy and church workers)

Us. The new
name for USPG
Charity registration number 234518

Women are subjected to abuse 
and violence the world over.
Evelyn was frequently beaten by her husband over many years. 
Through the counselling of the Zambian Agape Women’s Group, 
funded by Us, they have become reconciled and Evelyn has 
started a small tailoring business to help support their family of 
five children. Evelyn is determined that her daughters will get an 
education that will increase their opportunities in life.

Join with Us to transform lives affected by 
domestic violence.
You can show your support by wearing and sending a friendship 
bracelet to connect you with a victim of domestic violence like 
Evelyn in Zambia. You will have the opportunity to help fund this 
life-transforming work and to send a personal message of hope 
that will let someone living in a distressing situation know that  
you are supporting them in prayer.

There are many women longing to know that they are not 
alone. Please bring hope to Evelyn and others by ordering 
bracelet packs today for yourself and your church. 

www.weareUs.org.uk/bracelet
020 7921 2200
info@weareUs.org.uk

Us., Harling House
47-51 Great Suffolk Street
London SE1 0BS



15Comment, letters News
Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either 
by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. 
Letters sent electronically will be more likely to be published. 
Letters should be no more than 300 words.  

Sharing the burden of energy production
Dr Tony Hughes (Letters, the Door No.259) asks if anyone 
is bothered, if some in society are trampled on by our 
softening of the carbon footprint through the generation 
of subsided renewable energy. I have solar panels on my 
roof and reply ‘yes’ to his question.
   There has to be a more equitable way of sharing the 
burden of energy production, perhaps as Dr Hughes 
mentions, through general taxation.  We could declare 
our income from renewable energy production on our 
tax returns, although this wouldn’t necessarily reduce 
everyones’ utility bills. Perhaps the money made on 
subsided renewable energy should be used as a carrot to 
make the Big Six energy companies go greener!
   Pensioners are also often in a position to pay for other 
benefits they receive, such as the excellent bus pass 
scheme, thus making up for the cuts to subsidies on 
other energy-demanding public services. This just needs 
a coordinated approach and the necessary legislation; 
means testing is an achievable way of doing so.  
David Eldridge, Berinsfield, Oxfordshire.  

Acts 435 provides an equitable solution
Dr Tony Hughes is quite right to worry about the unequal 
burden borne by the poor when it comes to utility 
bills. In particular he mentions the FiT (Feed-in Tariff) 
refunds which are received by owners of solar panels 
and subsidised by everyone else. While we wait for a 
fairer arrangement between the Government and power 
companies, I can offer an interim solution.
   Acts 435 is a charity (Patron: the Archbishop of York) 
by which individuals, or churches, who benefit from FiT 
refunds can make payments directly to those most in 
need. The maximum amount for any individual request is 
£120 – most are for £100 or less – and you can specify the 
category to which you wish your donation to be applied: 
For example, “Struggling with bills/debt” or “Food and 
heating”. You can also specify which area of the country 
you wish to benefit, e.g. if you think that the need is likely 
to be highest in the north-east, you can specify that your 
donation should be directed to an individual or family 
there.
   The requests are passed to the charity by church-based 
volunteers, who are trained to give help above and beyond 
the financial relief made possible by donors. The charity, 
which is run on a shoe-string by a single part-time 

employee, lets you know when the donation has been 
passed on, and in my experience this is usually a very 
short time after the payment has gone through – just a 
few days to bring much-needed relief to one of our poorer 
neighbours.
   The website is www.acts435.org.uk and the quickest way 
to make donations is online by credit/debit card or PayPal, 
but the charity is also happy to accept cheques or standing 
orders. 
Naomi Bowen, Wigginton, Oxfordshire.  
Acts 435 can also be contacted on 01904 707021 or 0770 
3453862 - Editor. 

MU recipe cards help hungry families 
It was good to see the article about Hunger UK on the 
front cover of the July/August edition of the Door. 
However I would like to make our readers aware, that 
members of the Mothers’ Union in Oxford have produced 
a laminated recipe card for Foodbanks to give out with 
their food parcels. 
   Since last November, we have given 5,000 copies to 
Foodbanks around the diocese, and are embarking on 
another print run at present. The recipe cards can be 
accessed via our website www.muoxford.org.uk , and we 
are delighted with the positive response we have received. 
This project enforces one of the objects of Mothers’ 
Union: to help those whose family life has met with 
adversity.
   For more information, please contact Margaret Barnes, 
Action and Outreach co-ordinator for Mothers’ Union in 
the Oxford Diocese: margaretl.barnes@btinternet.com or 
01344 771531.
Margaret Barnes, Mothers’ Union in the Oxford 
Diocese. 

100 years later...
by Alan Wilson

I am often struck when taking 
services in village churches 
by the sheer scale of loss 
represented on the Great 

War memorial. Back in the 1930s 
the popular historian Arthur 
Mee identified 32 out of the 
16,000 communities in England 
that suffered no fatalities in 
the Great War, and christened 
them “Thankful Villages.” Another 20 have come to light 
since. Many are in far-flung corners of the land, with 
only one in the Thames Valley — Stoke Hammond in 
Buckinghamshire.
   A group of Welsh bikers has been touring the country 
linking thankful villages to ensure that just because 
they have no memorial they do not forget. Thus we 
gathered with them around the village sign, with an added 
commemorative plaque, and held a service on 3 August. 
This included readings from the letters of those who went 
to war from Stoke Hammond and, thankfully, returned. 
   One letter was especially striking from a young 
infantryman in 1917. It describes the noise, and says he 
can’t see the war going on another winter. He was delighted 
his sister was now working and earning good money “in 
these hard times.” He congratulated his father on getting 
his potatoes in, saying how much he hoped to be home for 
next year’s crop. His ambition was fulfilled.

   Wingrave has 19 names on its war memorial. On 4 August 
Neil Gurney, who organises many local community events, 
drew together friends from the village, and drilled children 
from the local school in a remarkable medley of songs from 
the war. I mentioned the local Yeomanry, and one member 
of the congregation told me about a relative who lost an eye 
serving with the regiment in the Middle East. He was sent 
home, but the army kept his horse. At least four names 
from the memorial are still represented in the village.
   Meanwhile, the redesigned First World War galleries at 
the Imperial War Museum are well worth a visit. Here I 
found one response to Lord Kitchener’s “Your Country Needs 
You” poster: 
   “Dear Lord Kitchener, I am an Irish boy, nine years of 
age and I want to go to the front. I can ride jolly quick on 
my bicycle and would go as despatch rider. I wouldn’t let 
the Germans get it. I am a good shot with a revolver and 
would kill a good few of the Germans. I am very strong and 
often win a fight with lads twice as big as myself. I want 
a uniform and a revolver and will give a good account of 
myself. Please send an Answer. Yours affectionately, Alfie 
Knight.”
   Lord Kitchener wrote back saying that Alfie was not old 
enough, but I can’t quite shake off the thought he may 
have been one of the 132 Alfred Knights known to the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission who died in the 
Second World War.
The Rt Revd Alan Wilson is the Bishop of Buckingham. 
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Continued from page 16
People of all faiths are welcome in India’s churches. “The 
Hindus and Muslims come to the church if they are sick 
and they ask for prayer. This is good because Christ is 
for all, he has given life to all human beings. We can’t 
live apart from God and his righteousness. The Dalits, 
the oppressed people are the people of God,” says Bishop 
Pushpa.

“I was a simple rural girl and the 
Lord has done a great thing.”

   In India 95 per cent of Christians come from Dalit 
backgrounds but one challenge for the Church is that, 
while they are baptised with their Christian names, they 
retain their Hindu names, thus retaining their caste. 
“They are keeping their names for the sake of benefits. In 

the Nandyal Diocese it’s a struggle. Sill in the struggles 
we can build the Kingdom of God with a great hope. The 
support is empowering us and enriching us. That’s why I 
don’t argue with people. If I don’t like something I will tell 
a person in private, but I won’t humiliate them.
   “You just have to present yourself clearly with a great 
courage and a great hope. Communication skills must be 
very positive. The Lord has done a great thing for me. The 
diocese wanted me and trusted me. 
   “I was a simple rural girl and the Lord has done a 
great thing. My witness certainly strengthens other 
people to be with the Lord to strengthen their faith 
and to understand the glory of God. Sometimes the 
unfavourable becomes favourable and unreached people 
become easy to reach,” added Bishop Pushpa, who ends 
by quoting Matthew 19:26: “...Everything is possible to 
God.”

Congratulations to the winners of our double 
book giveaway from the July/August edition of 
the Door.  

   Kathleen Peters of Milton Keynes and Mrs R 
Stacey of Newbury have both won copies of 
Three Men on a Pilgrimage by Thomas Jones. 

   Paul Barnfather of Reading and Sam Partington 
of Oxford have both won copies of Nine Steps to 
Well-Being by Stephen R Smith. 

Competition winners

God in the Life Of...
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CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0914

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

THE Rt Revd Eggoni Pushpa 
Lalitha was the first woman 
bishop to be consecrated 
in our partner Diocese of 
Nandyal in South India.  She 
tells Jo Duckles her story.   

Bishop Pushpa fitted me in to a 
hectic schedule during her first 
ever visit to the Oxford Diocese. 
Her visit included a role on the 

question and answer panel that took place 
after Sharing the Journey, a service held to 
celebrate 20 years of women’s ministry in 
the Oxford Diocese. Her trip also came just 
weeks before the historic, if unnecessarily 
long-awaited, decision by General Synod 
to allow women into the episcopate of the 
Church of England.
   She told her story of growing up 
in an agricultural, multi-faith village 
where about 10 families lived. Female 
missionaries, ‘Bible women’ had come 
to the area and worked hard to spread 
the Gospel to Dalit communities. (Dalit’s 
‘untouchables’ make up around 24 per 
cent of the population of India and have 
traditionally encountered discrimination.)

“Women are made in the 
image of God and are 
equal to men.”

   Where Bishop Pushpa grew up, the 
Dalit caste system, while being illegal, 
sees many people still held at the bottom 
rung of society, struggling to get a decent 
education and thus find good jobs. “The 
missionaries came to give them a good 
education, establishing a school in 1911,” 
she said. “They respected everyone 
regardless of caste or creed. I myself was 
educated by them from childhood. I grew 
up in Christian schools and studied at  
Catholic colleges and wanted to be like 
them, to give a new life to the people who 
are oppressed and those who are very 
needy.”

   It was after college that Bishop Pushpa 
felt the Lord’s call to become a priest. She 
says “It was like a divine act I received by 
his grace in the Church of South India.
As I was growing up I was seeing a lot of 
wonders in my life. After my degree I really 
wanted to be a lecturer, helping others 
by lecturing, but I heard the voice of the 
Lord.”
   Bishop Pushpa’s parents had sold land to 
enable their children to have an education, 
and they did not expect her to go into the 
priesthood.  “They expected me to go into 
a high position but never thought I would 
work like this. They cried when I decided 
to join the priesthood,” she says. However, 
she did receive affirmation from them. 
   “Four years before my father died he said: 
‘the Lord is with you, I regard you as a gift 
from the Lord.’ He told me never to look 

back but always to move forward.”
   She says she did a lot of work with 
women, becoming the administrative head 
of the Church of South India Women’s 
Fellowship. 
   “Women are made in the image of God 
and are equal to men with parts to play 
to build the Kingdom of God. We are 
the people who will be the witnesses to 
the Lord,” says Bishop Pushpa, who was 
ordained in 1983 and says she did not 
encounter problems from the congregation 
in her parish. 
   “If people have jealousy in their minds, 
in front of them I never get angry, I just 
speak with them graciously,” she says. 
Soon after ordination Bishop Pushpa 
came to Selly Oak College in Birmingham, 
England, and from there spent time in 

Jamaica. “I have done my work and step 
by step God has taken me up,” says Bishop 
Pushpa, who was at the 300th anniversary 
of USPG (now US) in 2001 in Southwark. 
    Of her calling to the episcopate she says: 
“I am very grateful to the officers of the 
Synod who trusted me and to all of the 
council members in the Diocese of Nandyal 
who elected me.” She was one of 10 pastors 
considered for the appointment. All of the 
others were men.  “Whatever is impossible 
for human beings, is possible for God. 
Whatever is unfavourable in the sight of 
human beings is favourable to God,” she 
says.
    Her consecration was a celebration 
involving around 6,000 people marking 
a new era in history for the Church of 
South India.  “It meant women were 
equal to men,” said Bishop Pushpa who, 
while single, says she does not feel alone. 
Her brother, an advocate, has a wife and 
three children and her sister, who is a 
teacher married to a banker, also has three 
children.

“...the prayers of the 
people of God are very 
great.”

    “The Lord has given me a family 
throughout the world. All of the time you 
have people around you and the prayers 
of the people of God are very great,” she 
says. Bishop Pushpa notes the differences 
between the Indian Church and the 
English Church, where the Queen is the 
head and Christianity has links to the 
state. 
   “Christianity is part of the foundation 
of the UK,” says Bishop Pushpa, who grew 
up in area surrounded by strong Hindu 
and Muslim influences. India is officially 
a secular state but has many religions, 
including Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism 
and Sikhism, among others. The country 
is full of colourful and spectacular temples 
representing those religions.  

Continued on page 15.

 Bishop Pushpa  at the Sharing the Journey service in Oxford.  Photo KT Bruce. 
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Handy theology
by Andrew Lightbown

The first time I saw Durer’s 
‘Praying Hands’ I remember 
feeling incredibly moved by its 
simplicity. The painting isn’t 

beautiful, but it does depict a certain 
dignity. The legend behind the painting 
adds to its sense of mystique: the two 
eldest sons of Albrecht Durer (Albrecht the 
younger and Albert) both wanted to study 
art at the Academy in Nuremberg.    
   Sadly, the family couldn’t support the 
cost so the brothers tossed a coin to decide 
which one would go. Both pledged, should 
they lose, to work to help finance, for a 
four year period the ‘winner.’ The brothers 
anticipated that the ‘loser’ would, in time, 
take up a place at the Academy with the 
fees being paid from commissions received 
by the brother who had completed his 
training; it was a scheme in brotherly love. 
   Psalm 90 verse 17 prefigures the bothers’ 
aspirations: ‘Let the favour of the Lord our 
God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of 
our hands, O prosper the work of our hands.’ 
   Sadly the scheme was only partially 
successful, for Albrecht the younger did 
become a celebrated artist, but his brother 
Albert was unable to follow his dream 
as, in the intervening years, his hands 
became badly disfigured as he worked, in 
the mines, to fund Albrecht’s education. 
‘Greater love has no man......’
   Albert’s charity had a profound effect 
on Albrecht, leading to ‘Praying Hands.’ 
The story shows how success ascribed 
to one person is frequently, usually, a 
result of a prior act of charity. Albert’s 
contribution to the painting is at least as 
important as Albrecht’s, in much the same 
way as the nurse who saves the life of the 
entrepreneur in casualty is every bit as 
much a wealth creator as the entrepreneur 

him or herself. We need to remind 
ourselves that we are seldom, if ever, the 
sole authors of ‘our’ success and that our 
talents are pure gift. 
   We also need to remember that 
Christianity is a handy form of spirituality. 
Christian spirituality manifests itself in 
the material, physical and practical world: 
‘O prosper the work of our hands.’  Jesus 
was nailed to the cross through his hands. 
Salvation is literally the work of His hands.

“...we need to be prepared 
to get some dirt under 
our fingernails.”

   In the Gospels we read countless 
examples of Jesus both touching and 
being touched by the unclean. Only his 
hands could bring purity to that which was 
considered impure. So if Christianity is 
about growing into the likeness of Christ 
we need to be prepared to get some dirt 
under our fingernails. We need to touch, 
and allow ourselves to be touched by all 
and sundry.
   Hands are also used in worship, they may 
be raised in adoration; crossing ourselves 
reminds us, again and again, that salvation 
comes only from the cross. We use our 
hands to bless, to anoint, to reassure 
and to accompany. Durer’s painting, 
and the story behind it, reminds us that 
Christianity is handy religion. Perhaps we 
can use the ‘Praying Hands’ as, with the 
psalmist, we pray:
 ‘Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon 
us, and prosper the work of our hands, O 
prosper the work of our hands.’
The Revd Andrew Lightbown is a 
Curate in the Schorne Benefice. 
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The muddy curate
The Revd Sue Morton on her 
first weeks as a Curate in the 
countryside. 

I am new to this. Very new.  And so I 
turn up as a recently ordained deacon 
to take my first steps in the parish as 
Curate; I know that there is much to 

learn and my first lesson arrives as I get 
out of my car and, in my shiny new shoes, 
step out into three inches of mud.  I have 
arrived in rural ministry.  
   I confess that I am a bit of a townie.  I am 
used to pavements and numbers on doors.  
Now I am suddenly immersed in a world 
of beautiful country villages, along with 
several churches, single track roads and no 
pavements.  
   Some apparently straightforward tasks 

have been a challenge – take visiting for 
example.  On my first visit to a parishioner 
I start out initially with great optimism 
as I attempt to find my way to the white 
cottage with the gravel path down the 
little lane, second on the left past the post 
box with lots of grass in front of it.  After 
driving round hopelessly for some time 
I discover the upside of being lost as I 
start knocking on the few cottage doors 
I can see, trying to find the person I am 
supposed to be visiting.  It is a good way to 
meet people and I am greeted with great 
grace.
   And it is by God’s grace and with some 
desperate prayers, that I gradually begin 
to find my way round the country roads, 
learning to avoid the families of partridges 
that seem to fling themselves at the car, 
trying to remember where the passing 

places are and practising squeezing my way 
through small gaps between on-coming 
cars and the hedge without losing my wing 
mirrors.  
   Mud continues to play a big part in my 
education. I have towed people’s cars out 
of it and found the presence of God within 

it, as I slip and slide across a churchyard in 
a mud-splashed cassock, as I watch a coffin 
lowered into the wet clay, as a woman says 
a final goodbye to her husband. 
   Just as Jesus mixed his saliva with earth 
to smear on the eyes of the blind man to 
give him sight, so I am discovering how he 
is part of this muddy ministry, how he is 
opening my eyes to see things in a new way 
and a new light.  As I scrape earth from 
my clothes, my boots (I gave up on the 
shiny shoes) and my cassock, I reflect that 
there is a strange sense of joy and privilege 
in being part of God’s messy, muddy 
ministry.  And perhaps this is all part of 
the training; I realise that there is much to 
be learnt by this rather muddy Curate.
The Revd Sue Morton is a Curate in the 
Hambleden Valley Group of Churches.
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Our Bishops on Sundays
SUNDAY 7 Please pray for the churches across the diocese 
as people return from their holidays and normal routines 
of mission and ministry recommence. Please pray for our 
Archdeacons, Karen Gorham, Martin Gorick, Olivia Graham and 
Judy French.

SUNDAY 14 Holy Cross. Bishop Colin confirming in the 
Langtree Benefice. 

SUNDAY 21 St Matthew. Peacemaking Sunday (www.
unitingforpeace.com). Please pray for the UN International Day 
of Peace – which the churches keep as an International day of 
prayer for peace. Remember all the places where there is armed 
conflict. Pray for the peacemakers that their objectives may be 
prospered. Please pray for Bishop John’s Thames Path Pilgrimage 
as they walk from Wolvercote to Radley. Pray for all who join for 
just a day and for those they meet along the way. 

SUNDAY 28 Please pray for the Thames Path Pilgrims as they 
conclude their journey today. Bishop Alan confirming in Mursley. 

Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford.

 
‘A new commandment I give you. Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another.  By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.’  John 13:34-5 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

MONDAY 1  Woodstock Deanery. 
David Tyler, Elizabeth Whittle, Rosalind 
Gearing, Paul Atyeo and Andrew 
Atherstone.  
 
TUESDAY 2 Blenheim Team Ministry. 
Adrian Daffern, Nathan Jarvis, Shaun 
Henson and Clare Hayns. Please pray for 
the redevelopment projects in several 
of our church buildings. For Andrew 
Hanlon, the new Headteacher at the 
Marlborough Academy (the only Anglican 
comprehensive school in the Dorchester 
Archdeaconry). For moves towards 
building a prayer room/chapel there and 
for our new groups and ministry amongst 
children, young people and young adults. 
Woodstock and Bladon (VC) Schools and 
Marlborough Academy.

WEDNESDAY 3 Eynsham and 
Cassington. Morey Andrews, Roger 
Aston, Andrew Atherstone and Kath 
Cooke.  Give thanks for all God is doing 
through the folks of St Peter’s and St 
Leonard’s in furthering God’s Kingdom 
and building up the body of Christ and 
pray for wisdom for both churches as 
we seek to implement new strategies for 
growth within the next year, especially 
that new people come to know and 
love the Lord Jesus. St Peter’s Academy 
Cassington.

THURSDAY 4 Hanborough and 
Freeland. David Tyler, Peter Ball, Phil 
Cooke, Sister Helen Julian, Clive Berry, 
John Fox and Peter Langley.  Long 
Hanborough (VC) School, and Freeland 
Academy. 

FRIDAY 5 Steeple Aston with North 
Aston and Tackley. Marcus Green. For 
the new monthly family service starting 
on 14 September in Steeple Aston. 
For the two congregations at Tackley 
which will come together and form one 
from September, meeting on Sundays 
at 5.30pm.  For a new musician to help 
lead our worship in North Aston as our 
current faithful oganist steps down after 
60 years of service. Dr Radcliffe (VA) 
School, Steeple Aston and Tackley (VC) 
School. 

SATURDAY 6 Stonesfield with Combe 
Longa.  Roy Turner and Charlotte 
Oakeshott. Combe (VC) School. 

MONDAY 8 Westcote Barton 
with Steeple Barton, Duns Tew 
and Sandford St Martin. Graeme 
Arthur. Please pray for this benefice 
as discussions are underway regarding 
future plans for mission and ministry. 

TUESDAY 9 Wootton with Glympton 
and Kiddington. Stephen Jones and 
Jenny Wagstaffe. Please pray for us as we 
develop Messy Church and extend our 
ministry and mission with children across 
the benefice; also as we seek to reach 
out into our community with the love 
of Christ. Wootton-by-Woodstock (VA) 
School. 

WEDNESDAY 10 Wycombe Deanery. 
Simon Cronk, Wendy Goodier, Rob 
Hurley, Nigel Peach and Ben Whitaker. 
Please pray as the deanery seeks a model 
for the deanery share and for the bedding 
in of the new deanery synod.

THURSDAY 11 Flackwell Heath. 
Christopher Bull, Martin Courtney, 
Graham Hartnell, Jill Roth and Sue 
Simpson. For our  ‘Season of Invitation’  
for courage to invite and faith responses 
to be made; and for the Alpha, Parenting 
and CAP Money courses which all need 
participants and good leadership.

FRIDAY 12 Great Marlow with 
Marlow Bottom, Little Marlow and 
Bisham (Team Ministry). Dave Bull, 
Sarah Fitzgerald, Gabrielle Smith, Wendy 
Bull and John Bustin. Please pray for 
Graham and Sami Watts and family as 
they move to Marlow to share the job of 
Team Vicar, based in Marlow Bottom and 
the two-week visit of Father Reggie from 
our Kimberley & Kuruman partnership 
link parish of St James’s Galashewe, 
during the second half of September. 
Bisham (VC) School, Little Marlow, 
Marlow Infant and Marlow Holy Trinity 
(VA) Schools.

SATURDAY 13 Hambleden Valley 
Group. John Wigram, Jeremy Mais, Sue 
Morton, Susan Brice, John Kimberley, 
Annette Jackson and Jenny Roughan. 
For the churches of Hambleden, 
Frieth, Fawley, Fingest, Medmenham 
and Turville and their ministry in the 

surrounding communities. For our new 
Toddler Group starting in September 
in Frieth; for our developing use of the 
Pilgrim course, with thanks for the way 
God has used it already; for more people 
to be touched deeply by God through both 
traditional and alternative forms and 
opportunities for worship, with thanks 
for the growth of our monthly informal 
evening service. Frieth (VA) School.

MONDAY 15  Hazlemere. Clive Collier 
and Mark Meardon. For our Freedom 
in Christ initiative as we pilot the Grace 
Course and the God at Work Course 
produced by Holy Trinity Brompton. For 
the congregation as they are encouraged 
to explore their personal pathways of 
faith and their witness wherever God 
places them. Hazlemere (VA) School.

TUESDAY 16 Hedsor with Bourne 
End. Janet Binns, Rosemary Payne and 
Lyn Gooch. During the quarter we are 
concentrating on discipleship, please pray 
that people will engage with the Pilgrim 
Course and for us as we work on shared 
values across the benefice and our focus 
on working together in mission. 

WEDNESDAY 17 High Wycombe 
Team Ministry. Hugh Ellis, Alison 
Finch, Simon Dust, Stephen Whitmore, 
Paul Willis, Elaine Carr, Marie Jackson, 
Jackie Lock, Ruth Wooster, Levy Santana, 
Jacqui Griggs, Alan Gibson, Debbie 
Orriss, Derek Lancaster, Laurence Smy, 
Maureen Lampard, Janice Allerston, 
Josie Martin and Alison Smy. For the 
Council of Christians and Muslims and 
the work of the Churches in seeking 
harmony and peace between different 
cultures and religions following the 
events in Gaza over recent months. Give 
thanks for the great partnership with 
the Civic authorities in serving the town 
and for fruitful mission, both social and 
evangelistic. St James School Downley 
and High Wycombe (VA) School. 

THURSDAY 18 Hughenden. Simon 
Cronk and Helen Peters. For preparation 
for the new Alpha Course and Parish 
weekend both to take place in October. 
Please pray for all who are taking part 
in Bishop John’s Pilgrimage along the 
Thames long distance path which starts 
today. Today they start at Radcot to 
Newbridge. 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

Holidays at Home

Holidays Abroad

Retreats

Insurance

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers
Real and friendly people... not machines!

£20 OFF ALL ANNUAL POLICES THIS MONTH 
FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Annual (max. age 85) and single (no max. age) 
cover for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome

awaits you at 
Kingford House

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS 
FOR CHRISTMAS  

Enjoy excellent home cuisine ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

ISRAEL
Acclaimed Bible Tours with 

Chris Hill, international 
Bible Teacher and leader 

of over 90 tours.
C L Ministries 
(01473 311128)

E: clministries@btinternet.com
www.clministries.org.uk
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FRIDAY 19 Loudwater. Tim Butlin, 
Ruth Parry-Jennings, and Lewis Dean. 
For the Autumn Alpha Course which 
begins on 1 October under the leadership 
of Matt Rayner and his team and also for 
the CPAS course Growing Leaders with a 
weekend of training mid-September.  Pray 
for course leaders, attendees, mentors 
and prayer-supporters. For all who are 
taking part in Bishop John’s Pilgrimage 
along the Thames long distance path. 
Today they start at Newbridge and walk 
to Wolvercote. 

SATURDAY 20 Lane End with 
Cadmore End. Robert Jennings and 
Judy Taylor.  Please pray that the joint 
benefice may formulate a Mission Action 
Plan that will enable us to work and 
worship faithfully together within the 
South Chilterns Group and with our 
ecumenical brothers and sisters and 
that St Mary-le-Moor may enjoy to the 
full the September Patronal Festival with 
village and school celebrating together. 
Cadmore End (VA) School.  Please pray 
for all who are taking part in Bishop 
John’s Pilgrimage along the Thames long 
distance path. Today they have a very 
early start at Binsey and walk to Christ 
Church Meadow to join and take part in 
the Grand Day Out.  Please pray for this 
big event as we say farewell to Bishop 
John.  

MONDAY 22 Stokenchurch with 
Ibstone. Alistair France. For the churches 
working together as they seek to reach 
out to the villages. Ibstone (VA) School. 
Please pray for Bishop John’s Thames 
Path Pilgrimage as they make the long 
journey from Radley to Little Wittenham. 

TUESDAY 23 Terriers. Tony Dickinson. 
Please pray for Phase 2 of our Church 
building restoration project and for the 
developing of our Mission Action Plan. 
Please pray for Bishop John’s Thames 
Path Pilgrimage as today they walk from 
Little Wittenham to Moulsford that their 
energy may hold up and that they may be 
free from tiredness, strain or injury. 

WEDNESDAY 24 West Wycombe 
with Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham 
and Radnage.  Nigel Lacey, Veronica 
Beaumont, Linda Richardson and Jenny 
Ellis. For the Autumn Alpha Course 
beginning on 1 October.  For Matt Rayner 
and his team. Please also pray for the 
follow up to the CPAS course Growing 
Leaders weekend of training.  Radnage 
(VA) School. Please pray for Bishop John’s 
Thames Path Pilgrimage walking from 
Moulsford to Tilehurst; for the one day 
pilgrims who will join them and the places 
where they will stop and pray. 

 

SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

                Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

THURSDAY 25 Wooburn. Martin 
Wallington. For the church and 
congregation which has experienced a high 
level of sickness, particularly amongst 
elderly members and for energy in the 
PCC coping with reduced people power 
especially as plans go forward for the roof 
repair. Please give thanks for the provision 
for a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and pray as other funding is sort.  St Paul’s 
Wooburn (VA) School.  For Bishop John’s 
Thames Path Pilgrimage as they walk from 
Tilehurst to Shiplake and for the various 
events that will punctuate their day.  
 

FRIDAY 26 Wantage Deanery.  Jason St 
John Nicolle, Hugh Rees, Sarah Shackleton 
and Roger Williams. Please pray for the 
deanery as we seek to engage with the 

great opportunities for mission and 
ministry provided by the large new housing 
estates being developed in Wantage and 
Grove. Please also pray for the many 
visitors to our beautiful church buildings 
that visitors may become pilgrims and 
pilgrims become disciples. Please pray for 
Bishop John’s Thames Path Pilgrimage 
as they make their way from Shiplake to 
Marlow. Please pray for fruitful encounters 
of prayer and worship.  
 
SATURDAY 27 Ridgeway. Leonora Hill. 
For all our children/ young people starting 
a new year at school and give thanks for 
God’s blessings on the churches of the 
benefice. The Ridgeway (VC) School.  For 
Bishop John’s Thames Path Pilgrimage as 
they walk from Marlow to Maidenhead 
that they may be a ‘Happy Band of 
Pilgrims’ on this their penultimate day.  
 
MONDAY 29 Vale. John Durant, 
David Payne, Sue Powditch and Meg 
Joyce. Pray for wisdom and guidance in 
seeking God’s will to cooperate in our 
new responsibilities as a benefice and 
the new opportunities in the housing 
developments. Give thanks for the work 
of our three church schools, especially 
the successful Open the Book teams. East 
Challow, Hanney (VC) Schools and Grove 
Academy.  For all the pilgrims who have 
taken part in Bishop John’s Thames Path 
Pilgrimage as they return to their homes 
and rest. Pray also for every person they 
encountered along the route that they may 
have been and continue to be touched by 
the Lord. 

TUESDAY 30 Wantage. John Slater, 
Michael Berrett and Dominic Keech. For 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance in  developing  
Lay Ministry and progress in opening up 
the daughter church at the Trinity Centre 
as the parish work with the Architect 
and DAC. Wantage Primary Academy. 
Wantage Downs – Elizabeth Birch and 
Jean Page. The Hendreds Academy.

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

The Revd David McDougall will take up 
post as Rector of Bletchley; The Revd Dr 
Dominic Keech will take up an additional 
post as Chaplain of Brasenose College, 
Oxford; The Revd Rachel Cross will take 
up post as Team Vicar of Thame; The Revd 
Meg Kirby will take up post as Associate 
Priest with Army Chaplaincy in Hermitage 
Team; The Revd Richard Christopher 
will take up post as Associate Minister at 
St Luke with St Bartholomew and Deanery 
Mission Enabler; The Revd Tim Norman 
will take up post as self-supporting 
minister at Beaconsfield; The Revd Doug 
Zimmerman will take up post as Team 
Rector of Aylesbury Team; The Revd 
Stephen Gray will take up post as Chaplain 
of Bradfield College, Reading; The Revd 

Stephen Griffiths will take up additional 
post as Area Dean of Bicester and Islip;  
The Revd Derek Spears will retire from 
his post as Vicar of Earley St Peter, Reading; 
The Revd Neal Phair has left his post as 
Rector of Cherbury with Gainfield. 
The following have been given Permission to 
Officate: The Revd Richard Whittington; 
The Revd Sister Susie Snyder; The Revd 
Judi Hattaway; The Revd Christine 
Bainbridge; The Revd Richard 
Bainbridge; The Revd Canon John 
White; The Revd John Witheridge. 
We recall with sadness the deaths of: 
The Rt Revd John Bone; The Revd Bob 
Baird; The Revd John Godfrey; The Rt 
Revd John Baker; The Revd John Payne.

Coming and Goings

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

Pray for everyone taking part in Bishop John’s 
pilgrimage - The Thames Pilgrim Way from 
18th to 28th September.  More details at 
www.thamespilgrimway.org.uk

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

 

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

Stay in the home you love  
 •  Flexible & tailored care around the clock 
•  Care and housekeeping in your own home the way 

you like it 
•  Peace of mind for yourself or a loved-one 
•  Established 27 years 
•  Friendly, trained and dedicated carers  

Call now for helpful advice 
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Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in September

thedoorpost

Discipleship Training and Instructor Leadership 
Adventure Plus Training Course:  Begins in 
September. Do you have a heart for God, a heart for 
young people and a heart for getting out there?  
Find out more about signing up for this Adventure 
Plus course. Phone 01993 703308 or email distil@
adventureplus.org.uk
 
Christian Rural and Environmental Studies:  This 
two year Certificate distance learning course provides 
an opportunity to study rural and environmental issues 
from a Christian viewpoint.  It is suitable for both 
ordained and lay people.  The course is run from Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon and begins in September. Go to www.
cres.org.uk for details. 
 
Exploring Vocation: Are you wondering about some 
kind of call to ministry in the life of the Church of 
England? A series of six stand alone sessions are being 
held for anyone to come along to who would like to 
explore their calling. They begin on 10 September from 
8pm - 9.30pm . The sessions all take place at the Church 
of the Good Shepherd, Aylesbury HP21 8NH. Email 
vocationsinbucks@oxford.anglican.org for further details 
and book your place by going to www.eventbrite.co.uk/
rss/user_list_events/66503984851 
 
SpiDir (Spiritual Direction) course:  This ecumenical 
course will run from September 2014 - June 2015 and 
will be held at Douai Abbey. Phone 01235 521092 or 
email susan.sheppy@btinternet.com for details.  
 
Food and Theology with Mike Rayner: Saturday 13 
September -  This day conference is run by Christian 

Rural and Environmental Studies and takes place at 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon. Phone 07583 481759 or 
email admin@jri.org.uk for details. 
 
Open to the idea of God?  A six week course that 
explores the meaning of the Christian faith every 
Tuesday evening from 16 September to 21 October from 
7.30pm - 9.30pm at St Nicolas Church, Earley RG6 7JN. 
Email miriam@stnicolas.org.uk or phone 0118 966 9080 
for details. 
 
Learning, Training, Ministerial Development:   
11 September - Preaching from Mark’s Gospel. This day 
will be led by Darrel Hannah and will be held at Diocesan 
Church House from 10am - 3.30pm. Email sheila.
townsend@oxford.anglican.org for details and to book. 
 
Learning for Discipleship and Ministry: The Autumn 
courses begin during September. Please go to www.
ldm.eventbrite.co.uk to find out more or phone 01865 
208257.

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 5 September.
MONDAY 1 SEPTEMBER
Stanton Harcourt:  The Lower 
Windrush Choral Society will meet 
at Stanton Harcourt School every 
Monday evening from today at 8pm 
- 10pm to prepare for the winter 
concert at St Mary’s, Cogges. New 
members are welcome to come along 
to this friendly, non-auditioning 
choir. Phone 01865 300625 or go to 
www.lowerwindrush.co.uk 

SATURDAY 6 SEPTEMBER
Oxford:  Oxon Spice, an 
independent network for clergy 
spouses in the diocese, will meet 
at St Nicholas Church Hall, Old 
Marston, OX3 0PR from 10am - 
4pm. Guest speaker: Revd Canon 
Beaumont Stevenson, Pastoral 
Advisor - ‘Life in the Vicarage: the 
challenges’. Bring and share lunch. 
Phone 07780 954879 or email 
oxonspice@yahoo.co.uk for details. 

THURSDAY 11 SEPTEMBER
Oxford: Explorations in Spiritual 
Care, Pastoral Practice and 
Psychotherapy workshop. ‘How 
to get the best out of Pastoral 
Supervision and Reflective Practice’ 
with Tony Nolan. The course is a 
four day course - one day per month, 
and will be held at Peace House, 19 
Paradise Street OX1 1LD. Further 
details available by emailing guy.
harrison@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk or 
phone 08452191145. 

FRIDAY 12 SEPTEMBER
Penn: Concert by the Curzon String 
Quartet in Holy Trinity Church 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £15, includes 
refreshments, available by phoning 
01494 813268/813254. 
 
MONDAY 22 SEPTEMBER

Summertown/Wolvercote: Two 
evening talks with question time 
at St Edward’s School, Oxford 
organised by the Summertown/
Wolvercote Church Partnership. 
Four Faiths, One Challenge - 
Religious perspectives on suffering 
and evil. First talk today at 7.30pm. 
Second talk at 7.30pm on 29 
September. Phone 01865 276070 for 
details. 

WEDNESDAY 24 SEPTEMBER
Turville: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231.  

FRIDAY 26 SEPTEMBER
Marlow:  Performance of ‘John 
Newton - Amazing Grace’ by 
Saltmine Theatre Company at the 
Shelley Theatre, Court Garden 
Leisure Centre at 7.30pm. Hosted 
by Churches Together in Marlow. 

Phone 01628 471610 for details and 
tickets. 
 
Tilehurst:  St Michael’s Church 
are holding a flower festival from 
today until 5pm on Sunday 28 
September.  There will also be a 
concert from 7pm - 9.30pm today. 
The Archdeacon of Berkshire will be 
preaching at the 9.30am service on 
Sunday 28 September.  
 
SATURDAY 27 SEPTEMBER
Bicester: St Edburg’s Foundation 
- History Trail with costumed re-
enactments giving the history of St 
Edburg’s Church from Saxon times 
to the present day from 3pm - 4pm 
inside the church. Refreshments 
available. Families welcome. Free 
entrance. 

SUNDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
Cookham: Holy Trinity Church 
Harvest Celebration ‘For the Beauty 
of the Earth’ at 6.30pm.

THE GRAND DAY OUT - Saturday 20 September in and around 
Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford.  Find out about the speakers, activities, 
events that will be taking place and register by visiting www.oxford.
anglican.org/granddayout.  

 
 

23 September at St Matthew’s, Reading from 6pm-9pm 
29 September at CMS, Oxford from 6pm - 9pm 
4 October at Waddesdon School from 9.30am-12.30pm 
6 October in Oxford at Diocesan Church House, Oxford        
from 6pm-9pm
There will also be a training session for Treasurers from 
1.30pm-3.30pm at Waddesdon School on 4 October. 
You need to book to attend any of the above sessions by 
emailing jinny.lambert@oxford.anglican.org
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