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I T ’ S  A L W A Y S  4 2 0  H E R E

$7 grams  //  $25 3.5gm  //  $85 14gm
$20 .5gm Wax  //  $40 .5gm Oil

(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. SELECT BRANDS.)

DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating e�ects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can 
impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 

influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. For 
use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children.

MON-SUN 10AM-10PM • 206 453 4145
9724 Aurora Ave N, Seattle, WA 98103

1407 FIFTH AVENUE  |  FIFTH & UNION  |  SEATTLE, WA 98101  |  206.447.9488
turgeonraine.com

Open seven days a week.

“We believe that 
every woman’s engagement ring 
should match her personality.”

TR_Stranger2013.indd   2 3/8/13   6:20 PM

http://turgeonraine.com/
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your mother know what you get up to on a 
Sunday night?

EVESDROPPING AT THE PANAMA  
HOTEL TEA & COFFEE HOUSE
We heard you talking to a friend on Sunday 
at the Panama Hotel Tea & Coffee House. 
You explained to her that you had plans to 
go on a date that had been arranged on-
line. Online dating was not, you said to your 
friend with a touch of snobbery, your thing. 
But your mother, who wants to rediscover 
love, and who also thinks you have been 
single for too long, thought it would be just 
grand if you and she tried it out together. 
Your mother had a date later in the week. 
Your date was the following week, you said. 
You were thinking about visiting the aquar-
ium with this virtual man, but your friend, 
who was drinking black coffee, recommend-
ed that you instead go with him on the new 
First Hill Streetcar. It takes riders all the 
way from the International District to Capi-
tol Hill, she said, and there are lots of things 
to do there: bars, restaurants, great people-
watching. First Hill Streetcar is no good if 
you are running late, but it’s excellent if you 
are meeting a potential lover.

CHILLY SCENES OF FATHERHOOD, 
GREEN LAKE EDITION
It was a gray, chilly weekend morning. Your 
son was struggling mightily with his Roll-
erblading lesson. You, a bearded, middle-
aged dad, were walking on the path around 
Green Lake with him. He looked about 
8 years old. You held his hand and pulled 
him alongside you as he tried to skate for-
ward. But he lost his balance and collapsed, 
feet splaying out in opposite directions. 
He looked up at you, tired and frustrated, 
and pleaded for you to stop the lesson. You 
looked down at him, and, still holding his 
hand, roughly pulled him back up and onto 
his skates. Rather than offer words of en-
couragement, you gruffly ordered him to 
keep going. He began to cry.

SCREAMING CHILD AT LITTLE SI
Were you wearing a puffy vest? An oversize 
red stocking cap, or maybe a yellow one? 
Gloves or no gloves? It was impossible to 
tell. Your family was surrounding you at the 

BOY IN BONDAGE
You were tied to a table in the studio where 
the NoSafeWord podcast is recorded. Ap-
parently that’s a thing with the locally pro-
duced and wildly popular gay BDSM/kink 
podcast: There’s always a boy tied to the ta-
ble in the recording studio during recording 
sessions. You seemed like a nice boy—does 

WE SAW YOU
STRANGER STAFFERS WERE THERE AS IT HAPPENED

IT WASN’T ME, IT WAS YOU
I was wicked shitty and crazy to you. It 
sucks, and I’m sorry and embarrassed. I 
think about it often, and I’ve come up 
with some reasons I couldn’t admit the 
ongoing stuff with your ex was about 
you, not about me being unworthy. I just 
wanted you so hard that I was incapable 
of admitting we couldn’t have a relation-
ship fully ours, so I tried to maneuver in, 
which of course backfired. You should 
know I saw the cute photos you sent her 
daily. I saw the text when you complained 
to her that you couldn’t hang out because 
I had “already roped you into something.” 
It was also thrilling the one time I met 
your mom. When we went camping on a 
couple days’ notice with her whole family, 
I felt alienated and alone, running away 
to cry on the beach by myself every chance 
I got. You promised you and I would take 
our own trip, but you dumped me instead. 
All of that I thought was about me, when 
really it was about you. Trying to be where 
I didn’t belong turned me into a crazy 
bitch. I’m sincerely sorry. I still miss you.

—Anonymous

base of Little Si, obscuring you from view. 
They were trying to calm you down, trying 
to reassure you. It’s only a mountain, child. 
Only a metaphor for the assailable. A living 
museum of nature’s boring wars—boulder 
vs. gravity, oak vs. pine, dachshund vs. sud-
den incline. But with the regularity of an 
ambulance siren, your cries pierced the air. 
You could see the moss-lined playground 
for what it really was: a long afternoon with 
your own family.

TAI CHI IN THE INTERNATIONAL  
DISTRICT
On a brisk but bright Monday afternoon, 
you, a man in you 80s, were sitting and sun-
ning yourself at the International Children’s 
Park in the International District. Your eyes 
were closed and you were perfectly still as 
happy children scampered past you, squeal-
ing. Fifteen minutes after we noticed you, 
you stood up and began doing tai chi, your 
quiet, slow, and graceful movements punctu-
ated only by the sounds of your deep breath-
ing. Your arms seemed to dictate the force 
of the breeze that blew across our face. Af-
ter a few minutes, you resumed your seated 
position and closed your eyes. A little girl 
toddled past you as she left the park, stop-
ping to wave bye-bye. Somehow, magically, 
in spite your eyes being closed, you smiled 
at her and waved back.

FROM FOOD STAMPS TO CEO
You—a younger man and an older man—were 
sitting at a table in the cozy underground fire-
side room of Cherry Street Coffee in Pioneer 
Square on a recent Thursday morning. “I 
did a year of food stamps,” the younger man 
said, adding, “That’s not easy.” The older man 
chuckled and said, oh, he’d been there, ha-ha. 
“A long time ago, of course,” the older man 
added. After talking about market positions 
and core businesses, the younger man reas-
sured the older man, “I’m a tech guy. I just 
fell into the CEO position.”

YOUNG AT HEART IN WEST SEATTLE
At Youngstown Cultural Arts Center on Sat-
urday night, you—a bearded man in your 50s 
or 60s—were the only one dancing to Timm 
Mason’s eerie set of abstract electronic music 
and to Don McGreevy’s powerful symphony, 
The Temporal Nature of Stability, which is a 
solemn orchestral meditation about oblivious 
citizens of Pripyat being poisoned during the 
1986 Chernobyl nuclear-plant disaster. Your 
liquid-limbed hippie moves were wildly inap-
propriate and distracting, but points to you 
for not giving a fuck what people think.

NOT RACIST
“I’m not racist,” you confidently told a com-
panion at a party full of white people playing 
folk instruments. Well, in that case. n  

TIED TO A TABLE In the studio where the NoSafeWord podcast is recorded.
THE STRANGER
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Next week is our Valentine’s Issue!
Got a husband? Wife? Sweetheart? Crush? All of the above? It’s time to let them 

know you love them—in print. Any chump can send a text. It takes a true romantic 
to write it down where everyone can see.

Here’s how to get a valentine written by you into next week’s Stranger: Submit 
your valentine (40 words max) at thestranger.com/valentines. Deadline is Friday, 
February 5, at 5 p.m. Act fast, Romeo: Only the first 2,000 entries will go in our 
February 10 print edition. (But don’t fret, Juliet: Every last valentine will go online 
at thestranger.com.)

The fine print: No jerks, no stalkers, no last names, no phone numbers, no kissing 
on the mouth. You can kiss everywhere else. One valentine per customer, please.

BUSINESSES CAN LOVE, TOO!

Local businesses with Valentine’s Day events on the schedule, send your listing to 
calendar@thestranger.com, and we’ll add it to our online Valentine’s Day calendar.

 Send Us Your Valentines
And We’ll Publish Them—FOR FREE!

Cover art by STEPHAN HOHENTHANNER • stephanhohenthanner.tumblr.com

mailto:calendar@thestranger.com
http://thestranger.com/valentines
http://thestranger.com/
http://stephanhohenthanner.tumblr.com/
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NEWS

and city council allowed tent encampments to 
open on city-owned land—an unprecedented 
recognition that a practice long considered 
illegal is necessary in order to give people 
somewhere to live safely. Then, as tempera-
tures dropped and an important city council 
election loomed last November, Mayor Ed 
Murray declared that Seattle is in a state of 
emergency because of homelessness.

Even so, discussions about what to do 
stayed largely in the offices of social-service 
providers and city hall wonks. That changed 
over a chaotic four days in late January.

On January 26, five people were shot, two 
of them killed, in a homeless encampment 
under I-5 known as “The Jungle.” Mayor Mur-
ray got the news just after he finished giving 
a rare televised speech on homelessness. Two 
days later, 200 people attended a neighbor-
hood meeting at Seattle Pacific University to 
complain that the city wasn’t doing enough to 
address crime the attendees blamed on home-
less people living in RVs. The next morning, 
a new overnight count of people sleeping in 
vehicles, doorways, tents, or otherwise un-
sheltered found a 19 percent increase in the 
homeless population of King County; Seattle’s 
rose by 4.6 percent. That one-night count did 
not include those currently residing in home-
less shelters or transitional housing.

“This is surely what an emergency looks 
like,” said Alison Eisinger, one of the lead or-
ganizers of the count.

All of these stories breaking at once drew lo-
cal and national media attention, and put new 
pressure on the mayor to show results—both 
to neighborhood activists and homelessness ad-
vocates. At the core of Murray’s plan to tackle 

homelessness is urging the state and federal 
governments to give Seattle more money to get 
homeless people into shelter and housing. While 
Seattle waits for that money—it could be a long 
wait—the mayor has taken other steps.

Right: Lowering the barriers of entry for 
shelter
When Murray declared the state of emergen-
cy, he made a point of mentioning that some of 
the money he was setting aside for new shel-
ter beds would be targeted at homeless people 
with pets and couples, two groups that often 
have trouble finding shelter. It’s not much 
so far—about $500,000 in combined city and 
county funds for about 100 beds that accept 
pets—but it’s an important step. The mayor 
has recognized a need for more flexible op-
tions. It’s the same recognition behind projects 
like the subsidized housing at 1811 Eastlake, 
which allows chronically alcoholic residents to 
continue drinking and still receive services. 
(Studies have shown that project has resulted 
in less overall alcohol consumption by its resi-
dents and lower costs to the public.) Shelters 
and even city-sanctioned tent encampments 
often have sobriety rules or other restrictions 
(in the case of shelters, often no couples and 
no pets), rules that can make it more difficult 
for people to find shelter. There may always 
be people who choose to sleep outside for their 
own reasons. But if the city truly wants people 
to sleep inside—and is going to force them 
out of the place they’re sleeping outside—re-
quiring people to be sober or separated from 
their families or pets is counterproductive. Ac-
knowledging this and funding alternatives is 
something the mayor is doing right.

Wrong: Cruel and incompetent encamp-
ment sweeps
Some illegal tent encampments are health 
hazards; some are in such dangerous spots 
that people have died falling from them onto 
the freeway. So some cleanups and sweeps of 
encampments are necessary. Even Mike Mc-
Ginn—arguably Seattle’s most progressive 
mayor—conducted sweeps. Occupy protest-
ers once camped out in front of his house to 
protest a planned sweep of “The Jungle.” Mc-
Ginn went ahead with the sweep anyway.

But it matters how the city goes about 
these cleanups. Groups including the ACLU 
of Washington and Columbia Legal Services 
have raised concerns about whether home-
less people are getting adequate access to 
services when they’re kicked out of illegal 
encampments and whether the city is, as 
staffers claim, storing people’s belongings af-
ter sweeps so they can retrieve them.

For example, city protocols that say items 
of value are supposed to be kept for people 

who are not at the encampment when it’s 
swept. But service providers at a December 
7 sweep witnessed “one especially egregious 
episode,” the ACLU and CLS wrote in a let-
ter to the mayor. “[One] man’s neatly bagged 
belongings, including his medication, were 
thrown away while he went to a nearby shel-
ter for additional storage bags.”

The ACLU and CLS asked Murray to 

Three Things Seattle Is Doing 
About Homelessness

(One Right, Two Wrong)
BY HEIDI  GROOVER

One man’s “neatly bagged 
belongings, including his 
medication, were thrown 
away” during a sweep.

recognize that city shelters and legal tent en-
campments are not a “workable option” for 
everyone. Yet in response, Murray offered a 
defense of the sweeps and accused advocates 
of asking him to find city money to house ev-
ery person currently sleeping on the streets, 
something most advocates are not asking for.

“Everyone is aware some encampments 
are a problem,” says Tim Harris, the founder 
of the advocacy group Real Change, who has 
been an outspoken supporter of Murray on 
legal encampments and a critic of sweeps. 
“Nobody has a problem taking action on those, 
but we think the outreach needs to be authen-
tic and compassionate. What they’re doing just 
doesn’t come close to meeting that bar.”

The city must do a better job of following 
its own protocols. Right now, the sweeps are 
something Mayor Ed Murray’s administra-
tion is doing wrong.

Wrong: Giving in to NIMBYs on density
Along with huge factors like federal dis-
investment in affordable housing and an 
overwhelmed mental health care system, Seat-
tle’s homelessness problem is also tied directly 
to its lack of affordable housing. A 2012 report 
from the Journal of Urban Affairs studying 
the causes of homelessness linked the two: For 
every $100 increase in median rent in an ur-
ban area like Seattle, homelessness increased 
by 15 percent. According to RentJungle.com, 
a site that lists apartments for rent, average 
monthly rents for one-bedroom apartments 
in Seattle increased by $310 between Janu-
ary 2013 and December 2015. Those increases 
are now on the decline, thanks in part to new 
construction. Dupre + Scott, a group that 
advises apartment investors, reports that 
rents in Seattle increased by 5.1 percent be-
tween fall 2014 and fall 2015, down from an 8.1 
percent increase the year before. (Those cal-
culations looked at existing apartment rents 
but excluded pricey new units.)

Yet, about two-thirds of the city remains 
zoned single-family, preventing density in 
those areas and therefore limiting new con-
struction that could help continue to drive 
down housing costs.

In an effort to increase affordable hous-
ing, the city is pursuing a multipronged 
plan known as the Housing Affordability 
and Livability Agenda (HALA). That plan 
includes allowing some new density in com-
mercial parts of the city and requirements 
for developers to either set aside affordable 
units in new residential buildings or pay fees 
to help fund the construction of more units 
of affordable housing. But shortly after the 
Murray-convened HALA task force released 
those housing recommendations last year, the 
mayor backed away from an important rec-
ommendation—a proposal to allow increased 
density in single-family zones—under pres-
sure from neighborhood activists.

There’s a lot of nuance to be worked out in 
the imperfect HALA plan, but this move was 
a giveaway to NIMBYs.

In a telephone town hall on January 31, 
Murray doubled down on his position. A caller 
from Wallingford asked why the city planned 
to direct new development at areas known as 
“urban villages,” which are already home to 
more density, instead of toward single-family 
zones. “The general consensus,” Murray told 
the caller, “is there is an unwillingness for us 
as a city to change single-family [zoning], so 
we need to look at urban villages.”

In fact, such a consensus may not exist. 
Neighborhoods complain loudly, but in last 
year’s city council election, antigrowth can-
didates were defeated in both citywide and 
more hyper-local district races. The mayor 
and his staffers have consistently stood up 
to NIMBYs who opposed tent encampments 
and shelters for homeless people in their 
neighborhoods. It’s time to do the same on 
density. n

S eattle is in the midst of a homelessness crisis. 
That’s not news. The number of people living unsheltered 

in the city has been climbing for years. Last year, the mayor 

KELLY O

SOME CLEANUPS AND SWEEPS ARE NECESSARY But it matters how the city goes about them.

http://rentjungle.com/
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(2/3) WAmend :
  Derek Cressman 
‘When Money Talks’

(2/3) Eli Sanders and Jennifer 
Hopper with Marcie Sillman 

‘While the City Slept’

(2/4) Ted Rall 
Bernie Sanders, A New Political Era

(2/5) Adam Grant with Jeff Ashby
‘How Nonconformists 

Move the World’

(2/6) Gay City Arts:
Lush Us Showcase

Feat. Mary Lambert and others

(2/8) Alec Ross
The Future of Innovation and Work

(2/9) John Donvan and Caren Zucker 
Unpacking the Mysteries of Autism

(2/10) Seattle Arts and Lectures:
Amber Tamblyn

Feat. Bonnie Tamblyn

(2/10) Courtney White
Low-Cost 

Climate Change Solutions

(2/11) The Art of Alzheimer’s:
‘His Neighbor Phil’

Film Screening

(2/11) Don Glickstein
Stopping a War That Won’t End

(2/12) Lake Union Civic Orchestra
Higdon, Lalo, Beethoven

(2/14) Valentine’s Day Special
Romantic French Feast and Concert

Global Rhythms: 
Les Chauds Lapins

(2/17) Jeb Wyman
The Invisible Scars of

‘Ordinary Soldiers’

(2/18) Baz Dreisinger
Rethinking the 

Global Prison System

(2/18)  Ignite Seattle 29

(2/20-21) Sounds True: 
Rick Hanson

‘Hardwiring Happiness’
2-Day Workshop

(2/21) Short Stories Live
Fiction, From Mother to Son

(2/22) John Allen Paulos
Interpreting Life with Mathematics

(2/23) Diane Rehm 
with Katy Sewall

‘On My Own’

A n anonymous online group wants Jeff 
Bezos’s attention. They’ve published 

roughly 80 stories from people who claim to 
be former or current Amazon employees, 
and they say they’re willing to launch a labor 
movement in order to address problems at his 
company.

None of the stories posted on the website 
(https://sites.google.com/site/thefaceofama-
zon) are the type of employee testimonials a 
company might want to see publicized. (Am-
azon, for its part, declined to comment for 
this story.) Many of them echo last summer’s 
blockbuster New York Times article about 
Amazon’s “bruising” workplace culture inside 
its corporate offices—a thoroughly researched 
piece that Amazon fired back at with a Medium 
post from former-White-House-press-secre-
tary-turned-Amazon-exec Jay Carney. In it, 
Carney accused the Times of sensationalism 
and a failure of journalistic standards.

The website, which is hosted on a Google 
subdomain equipped with security measures 
to protect the organizers’ anonymity, could be 
operated by anyone: reporters, a competing e-
commerce giant, bored teenagers. To suss out 
the site’s authenticity, I corresponded with its 
anonymous organizers, who call themselves 
the Former and Current Employees (FACE) 
of Amazon. In addition, I spoke to three more 
people who submitted stories to the website, 
one of whom told me she has a terminal illness 
and has nothing left to lose. A fourth contact 
made through the website directed me to a 
gender discrimination suit filed against Ama-
zon in King County Superior Court.

In January, FACE penned an open letter 
to Jeff Bezos that they sent to The Stranger.  
“It’s time for you to finally stop denying Ama-
zon’s management problems and start fixing 
them before someone else forces you to do 
so (or makes it happen in ways you may not 
like),” it read. “It was very disappointing to 
see you repeatedly publicly attacking the com-
prehensive NY Times article published this 
past August, which exposed key problems in 
Amazon’s corporate culture. The reporters 
did a very holistic job with strong journalistic 
ethics, leaving out even more atrocious stories 
of Amazon management behavior which have 
now also come to light via social media.”

FACE’s open letter went on to criticize 
Amazon’s treatment of employees. “We have 
gathered dozens of these stories from our 
members so that they can no longer be treat-
ed as isolated incidents,” the letter read. “If 
you choose to ignore us and continue to deny 
the clear facts of what is going on in your 
company, we will initiate a labor movement 
to regain our rights through unionization as 
was necessary for generations of mistreated 
employees before us.”

Not only did FACE threaten unionization, 
they also warned Bezos that they might pur-
sue “wide-ranging legislative action from our 
political representatives, so that we set the 
right standards for the entire industry.”

It was a bold statement from a website 
claiming to represent a segment of Amazon’s 
nearly quarter-million-strong workforce. 
According to FACE’s anonymous organiz-
ers, “as many as 5 people at various times” 
had contributed to their core group’s efforts. 
FACE claims that in addition to the 81 stories 

CHEAT SHEET
SEATTLE SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1

Propositions No. 1 and 2

 Yes
The ballot now in your mailbox is asking you to renew two existing Seattle Public School 
levies that do very important things: (1) cover the day-to-day costs of teaching our kids, 
like books and part of teachers’ salaries, and (2) fund school construction. In an ideal 
world, all children would get shame-free sex education, all parents would get ample sup-
plies of vape juice, and these local levies wouldn’t matter so much because the suckhole 
known as the Washington State Legislature would be full of smart, capable people willing 
to do their jobs. Instead, state lawmakers won’t make real progress on funding public 
education in Washington for at least two years. In the meantime, if we don’t renew local 
funding for schools, we’ll end up starving them of basic supplies and corralling kids into 
overcrowded classrooms. Even if you’re an asshole who hates kids, you know that’s a 
disgusting mess you don’t want to be complicit in. Vote yes.

published online, 166 people had also written 
to the website’s e-mail address to express 
support for FACE’s cause.

And what about metrics? “Our overall 
website has gotten over 27,000 hits since 
launching [last October],” FACE told me. 
“Over 22,000 are uniques. The overall aver-
age time per page is 57 seconds. (Some of 
the longer stories have averages closer to 4 
minutes, so it seems that most visitors are 
reading our stories in detail).”

Whoever is behind FACE sounded authen-
tically techy when they signed off: “Please let 
us know if you need any additional metrics.”

The FACE organizers appear to be 
keeping their security culture tight, even 
protecting their identities from contributors 
to the site. “I know absolutely nothing about 
them,” one of the site’s contributors told me 
about the people running FACE. “But [based 
on] the way they’ve treated me, I tend to 
want to say they’re legitimate and not look-
ing to slander Amazon,” he said.

The poster told me he wasn’t part of the 
core group (or person) I had been e-mailing 
at FACE, but said he had worked at Amazon 
for three years as a software engineer. (His 
LinkedIn profile and endorsements appear 
to confirm this.) The poster eventually left 

under circumstances that he felt were unfair, 
but circumstances I couldn’t fact-check with 
Amazon without revealing his identity.

“I was kind of curious what [FACE was],” 
the poster told me. “I was curious to see wheth-
er they were legitimate, or could have been, 
‘Hey, we’re really people working for Amazon, 
trying to collect data.’ But I waited a little bit to 
see other posts, to read them to see if they were 
similar to my situation and they were.”

Not everyone I spoke to agreed that union-
izing would necessarily fix what they perceived 
as problems. “Personally, I definitely want 
Amazon to fix [these issues] because I believe 
in the way they do things in general,” another 
poster who claimed to be a former employee 
told me. “But I’m not sure about unionization.”

Trying to find enough common ground 
among the ambitious tech workers populating 
Amazon’s hundreds of small, fairly autonomous 
teams also seems like a difficult task. Never-
theless, the contributors I spoke to seemed 
encouraged by FACE’s data-collection and 
publishing mission. If there’s one thing they 
know Jeff Bezos might value and understand, 
it would be metrics, they told me. It remains 
unclear, however, how many “metrics”—and 
what kind—FACE will have to publish to get 
the attention of Amazon’s CEO. n

KELLY O

AMAZON’S CAMPUS Workers are being asked to share their stories by a group called 
FACE. It stands for Former and Current Employees of Amazon.

An Anonymous Website 
Is Asking for Amazon 

Employees’ Horror Stories
Now They’re Threatening to Unionize

BY SYDNEY BROWNSTONE

http://www.townhallseattle.org/
https://sites.google.com/site/thefaceofama-
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CHAMPION PARTY SUPPLY
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK IN OUR NEW LOCATION:

1461 ELLIOTT AVE W • 206-284-1980

One stop shopping for all 
your holiday fun, costuming 

and party planning needs:and party planning and party planning 

Come on in… 
We’ve got you 
covered for 

VALENTINE’S DAY,
MARDI GRAS, & 

ST. PADDY’S
DAY!

WIGS - MAKE UP - BALLOONS - COSTUME 
RENTALS - TABLEWARE - HOLIDAY DECOR
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RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA STORE
TACOMA WASHINGTON

WARNING: KEEP OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN.This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentration, coordination, and judgment.Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the infl uence of this drug. There may be health risks 

associated with consumption of this product. For use only by adults twenty-one and older.

3005 6TH AVE STE B • TACOMA, WA 98406 • 253-327-1675 

View our menu online at www.Mary-Mart.com

More than Marijuana
Best Customer Service  •  Finest Quality  •  Unbeatable Pricing

$8 Grams 
+ Joints

$5 
Edibles 

BULK SIZING 
+ PRICING ON 

FLOWER

WEED

F usion, a rare minority-owned applicant 
in Seattle’s current class of dispensaries 

trying to become recreational marijuana retail-
ers under I-502, might not get to move forward 
with plans to open a location in downtown Se-
attle. According to owner Maryam Mirnateghi, 
on January 13 she received a notice from the 
Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board 
(WSLCB) that there weren’t enough licenses 
to go around. Many other Seattle-area appli-
cants got this notice, too. For some reason, the 
state is allocating only 21 new licenses to this 
city. The notice told everyone who received it 
that chances of getting a license were “unlike-
ly.” The notice gave applicants 14 days to find 
a location in another city or sign the letter say-
ing they “understand the risk” of proceeding. 
Failing to do either would result in the applica-
tion being thrown out entirely.

Mirnateghi is a Priority I applicant, which 
means she meets the WSLCB’s criteria de-
signed to offer longtime good actors from 
the medical market a first crack at the crop 
of retail licenses the agency recently made 
available as part of the medical-to-retail tran-
sition mandated by SB 5052. Mirnateghi, like 
other applicants I spoke with, was hesitant to 
sign the notice.

“I feel like when I paid that fee and filled out 
an application for a license—I went through 
the process and did everything correctly. I 
held up my end of that contract. I don’t feel it’s 
necessary that I sign that,” she said.

Many dispensaries speculated that this 
was the WSLCB’s way of protecting itself 
from any liability for losses incurred by un-
successful applicants. I asked Hilary Bricken, 

a local cannabis lawyer and editor of the Can-
na Law Blog, whether she thought this was 
possible. “I imagine that the WSLCB is is-
suing these to mitigate the risk of liability, 
yes, as these forms/notices presumably act 
as a sort of release where the WSLCB can 
point to the form and say, ‘See? You gave us 
informed consent regarding your knowledge 
of the risk involved with the potential loss of 

your investment in the city of Seattle.’”
Brian Smith, the WSLCB’s director of com-

munications, assured me this wasn’t the case 
and that the notices were a “courtesy heads-
up” and that “it doesn’t protect us in any way.”

Mayor Ed Murray, who has caught flak in 
the past for his crackdown on the city’s medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries, was quick to come 
to their defense this time around. Before the 
14-day notice even hit in-boxes, he wrote to the 
WSLCB on January 5 to protest its limited al-
lotment of licenses and to bemoan the fact that 
all 21 new licenses had been spoken for before 
the city had a chance to amend zoning laws.

In the letter, Murray claims that his of-
fice and the city’s dispensary hopefuls were 
led to believe there would be no city-by-city 
limits on the number of new retail licenses is-
sued. Many of these hopefuls—who are now 

screwed—secured locations and prepared 
their applications, but they delayed sub-
mitting them because their locations were 
dependent on the city changing the buffer 
zones that dictate where pot businesses can 
be. These buffers keep legal pot away from 
childcare centers, parks, arcades, etc. SB 
5052 granted cities and counties the author-
ity to reduce these buffers to as low as 100 
feet (though schools and playgrounds stayed 
at 1,000 feet).

Aaron Varney, who owns Dockside Co-
op in Fremont, told me, “You really need to 
see the initial e-mail [the WSLCB] sent out 
to applicants that told them not to rush their 
applications. For Seattle, that was a relief, 
because the state and city did not have their 
timelines aligned, and many in Seattle were 
waiting for the zoning ordinance to pass. 
Hence they waited to put in their applica-
tions, as they would have been kicked out if 
not in the proper zone/setback.”

Murray singled out Mirnateghi in his 
letter to the state, saying: “This proposal 
unfairly disadvantages longtime good actors 
who have abided by state and local regula-
tions. The owner is one of the few women 
or people of color who operates a collective 
garden and has waited on submitting her ap-
plication—on the advice of the WSLCB—for 
a downtown Seattle location as it would not be 
compliant until the passage of my proposed 
legislation.” He added that WSLCB officials 
had assured the city that “only a handful” 
of licenses would be processed by this Janu-
ary, when the city’s legislation was set to go 
through.

Smith, the WSLCB spokesperson, acknowl-
edged: “If you waited until Seattle was ready, 
you likely were too late.” When asked about 
the state’s urgency, he cited the deadline of li-
censing new stores by July 1. “We went with 
the first ones who documented readiness.”

Shutting out dispensaries that applied 
after Seattle’s ordinance passed, Murray 
pointed out in his letter, “is a disservice both 
because a store in downtown would help erode 
the illicit market for marijuana downtown and 
it is a lost opportunity for a small-business 
owner who has attempted in good faith to fol-
low all the appropriate rules and regulations.” 
It’s important to note here how much all that 
good-faith following costs. Making an existing 
dispensary compliant with I-502 regulations 
isn’t cheap. Building out a new location is even 
less so. Fortunes have already been sunk.

“It’s very frustrating and financially dam-
aging,” said Mirnateghi. How damaging? She 
declined to provide a figure, replying, “Let’s 
just say it’s A LOT.”

Murray’s letter also raised questions 
about the allotment process, noting that Se-
attle’s allotment amounted to one store per 
15,900 residents, while Tacoma’s and Ever-
ett’s resulted in 1:12,800 and 1:10,700 ratios, 
respectively. He urged the WSLCB to re-
consider its numbers and consider issuing 
Seattle more licenses.

Replying to the mayor’s letter, the WSL-
CB stood by the calculations that led to its 
allotments and said that it had informed the 
city of the application timeline and couldn’t be 
held responsible for the timeliness of the lo-
cal legislative process. Mirnateghi wondered 
why, even if the WSLCB wouldn’t issue more 
overall licenses, it wouldn’t allow more licens-
es in Seattle specifically, considering some 
cities in the state are issuing bans or morato-
riums on pot businesses.

“My goal is not to throw the WSLCB un-
der the bus,” Mirnateghi said. “What I really 
want to accomplish is a common-sense solu-
tion. If you don’t want to issue more licenses 
than your study says, fine. There are mu-
nicipalities that are instituting bans on more 
licenses, and there are municipalities that are 
asking for more licenses. That seems like a 
pretty simple solution.”

Though Mirnateghi is not seeking legal 
redress, others are. A recent lawsuit filed 
on January 29 in Thurston County Superior 
Court alleges that the WSLCB’s priority 
system didn’t do its job of ushering longtime 
“good actors” from the medical marijuana 
industry into the legal system. Stay tuned. n

Seattle to Lose One of Its Few 
Minority-Owned Pot Businesses

Even Though the Mayor Tried to Get the 
State to Get Its Act Together

BY TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE

For some reason,  
the state is allocating  
only 21 new licenses 

to Seattle.
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ON OLD MAPS, the Duwamish 
River bends like discarded rib-
bon as it passes through a valley 
on the southern end of this city, 

winding across land that was once marshes 
and tribal fishing villages and then emptying 
into the salt water of Elliott Bay. Melt from 
nearby mountains carved this path, rich with 
salmon that fed the Duwamish Indians in 
the years before their last unfettered chief, 
Si’ahl, learned his name would be hammered 
by white settlers into the name of a new 
American city: Seattle. Not long afterward, 
the US Army Corps of Engineers showed 
up and spent a few years straightening and 
deepening the Duwamish for the purposes of 
large-scale commerce. Now the river looks 
more like a ribbon pulled taut.

Heavy industry lines its sides, dingy 
barges fill its moorings, and its last five 
miles have been declared a federal Su-
perfund mega-site, so thick with PCBs, 
mercury, and arsenic that eating anything 
that lingers here is inadvisable. This is Se-
attle’s only river. At what’s been called its 
dirty mouth sits a mammoth artificial is-
land built from dredged Duwamish silt: flat, 

paved over, and planted with tall orange 
cranes for unloading shipping containers 
at the international port. Upriver, toward 
the other end of the Superfund stretch, is 
a shallow bend that seems an homage to 
an earlier time, and tucked in the crook 
of this bend, across from a former Boeing 
plant where World War II bomber produc-
tion helped begin the river’s fouling, is the 
neighborhood of South Park.

In the summer of 2009, the best way to 
reach South Park’s main strip of taquerías 
and tire shops was by crossing an ailing 
drawbridge over this bend in the Duwamish. 
The decks of the bridge swelled in summer 
heat so that opening and closing became im-
possible. Its two halves, and their identical 
brick watchmen’s houses, were drifting in 
opposite directions. Its support pilings failed 
to find solid purchase beneath the toxic 
river-bottom muck. As a consequence, the 
South Park Bridge ranked as one of the least 
safe spans in the state.

Near the riverbank where one of the 
bridge decks descended into the neighbor-
hood, on the wall of a bar called the County 
Line, a hand-lettered sign urging downtown 

politicians to do something other than the 
stated plan, which was to close the bridge 
and let residents find other ways into the 
neighborhood. The back route, for example, 
along a highway that, like the Duwamish, 
faintly bends as it passes by.

The land between the damaged river 
and the rushing highway is equal to about 
one square mile, a confined space steeped 
from its first platting in cycles of need and 
neglect. In the years after the Duwamish 
people were dispossessed, and around the 
time the river was being straightened, this 
land was farmed by Italian and Japanese im-
migrants who cleared the camas plants and 
seeded its soil with radishes, spinach, peas, 
and mustard greens. In search of a venue for 
selling their produce, these farmers helped 
build the Pike Place Market in downtown 
Seattle. In need of a bridge across the Du-
wamish to help get their vegetables to town, 
and in need of electricity and fresh drinking 
water, too, they petitioned to be annexed by 
the young city and in 1907 got their wish. 
South Park became part of Seattle’s south-
ern edge, and a rotting trolley bridge linking 
it to the other side of the river was torn 

While the City Slept
An Excerpt from Eli Sanders’s New Book About the 

South Park Murder Case and Its Lessons

TALLULAH FONTAINE
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down, replaced by a new bridge built from 
timber trestles and a plank deck. It didn’t 
hold up long.

In 1931, another attempt at connection: 
the steel-beamed South Park drawbridge. 
Owing to time, inattention to upkeep on the 
part of downtown power brokers, and an 
earthquake that rattled its crumbling con-
crete at the start of the new century, this 
bridge presented by 2009 a dangerously 
decayed visage, demoralizing and perfectly 
aligned with the economic moment, all bust-
ed potential and uneven openings.

Closure without remedy was not accept-
able to South Park’s four thousand residents, 
by now mostly Hispanic and mostly not 
speaking English at 
home. But their demand 
for a new bridge was 
a hard one to meet the 
year after a financial 
crash, the city budget 
tapped out, more people 
than usual showing up 
at the river with fishing 
rods, hungry, casting 
next to warning signs 
posted in Spanish, Lao-
tian, Chinese, Korean, 
Vietnamese, Russian. 
Complicating matters, a 
new bridge was not the 
residents’ only demand.

The people of South 
Park lived, for the most part, on a core of 
tree-shaded streets, many of them dead-
ending at the river, or the highway, or the 
circumference of fenced lots that otherwise 
hemmed in the neighborhood, lots hold-
ing businesses like Cain Bolt & Gasket or 
Sound Propeller Services, lots that, when 
they didn’t contain elemental companies in 
low industrial buildings, tended to hold giant 
spools of marine-grade rope, ship winches, 
metal buoys, all of it detritus washed up from 
the nearby port. On one inland corner of the 
neighborhood was something referred to by 
city signage as a “transfer station,” a delicate 
way of saying city dump. No one was asking 
for extravagant changes to this environ-
ment. The odors from the dump, the scents 
of creosote drifting in off the water, the taste 
of ammonia blowing through cement factory 
fences, the howl of jets on descent toward 
the airport, so close that conversations be-
low had to pause—such things came with the 
territory. But people who made their homes 
here did feel that in addition to a new bridge 
they deserved more police to patrol their 
roads, some of which appeared to be crum-
bling back into dirt, and better lighting so 
that fewer night shadows would be on offer 
along the main avenues, inviting unpredict-
able characters who trudged up from the 
ragged vegetation along the riverbank or 
wandered in from the budget motels and 
homeless encampments of the surrounding 
industrial netherland. It was hoped as well 
that better sewage and drainage pipes might 
someday stem the flooding that swamped 
many South Park basements when rains 
came down heavy, sending rats and spiders 
scurrying for higher ground.

All of this would likely have to wait and, if 
history was any guide, might well be forgot-
ten amid demands from other neighborhoods 
that were not majority Hispanic, and working 
class, and from a trammeled river delta. It 
had always gone this way. So people in South 
Park had learned to counter inevitable dis-
appointment with reeled-in expectations. 
With patience, too, when possible, sometimes 
helped along by a measured pleasure at the 
way South Park’s neglect, in a familiar para-
dox, made the neighborhood. Made it one of 
Seattle’s most diverse communities. Made its 
homes a bargain during the boom years. Made 
its food affordable and filling. Made it clear 

to those living along the botanically named 
residential streets—Thistle, Elmgrove, 
Rose—that they should not expect outsiders 
rushing in to make things better, that instead 
the mix of languages and ethnicities within 
this one square mile would have to get by on 
their own. Which meant together.

Meant, in practice, that an English-speak-
ing white woman in South Park would mow 
her Chinese neighbor’s parking strip and he 
would give her green beans from his garden, 
neither able to speak a language understood 
by the other, both frequenting the Hispanic 
grocer, all doing what was needed to get by, 
and to work on time. For the most part, on 
most days, this was how it went, a majority 

of residents abiding by 
an unspoken rule that to 
live in this place was to 
be implicitly drafted into 
doing what one could 
to make sure everyone 
made it through. In ex-
change, one probably 
wouldn’t be bothered for 
petty things that might 
cause trouble in other 
neighborhoods, such as 
placing wet laundry to 
dry on a chain-link fence 
or hanging it in the trees 
across from the Cesar 
Chavez Village housing 
projects, damp socks 

joining the leaves in obscuring a view of the 
distant downtown high-rises.

That summer of 2009, it was unusually 
warm. Kids played late into the evening 

on the field outside the South Park Commu-
nity Center, where dirt from the baseball 
diamond kicks into dust filtering last light. 
Men in white undershirts leaned against the 
wall outside Juan Colorado restaurant. Brisk 
business was done at Loretta’s, a bar with a 
Ping-Pong table and a refurbished Airstream 
trailer for patrons to sit in out back.

In the middle of July, on one particularly 
hot night, well after the ball field had cleared 
and not long after Loretta’s and Juan Colora-
do had served last call, Jennifer Dawson-Lutz 
could be found standing silently in the bath-
room of her narrow, one-story house. It was 
a house wrapped in white siding that evoked 
wooden slats, and it was set on a block of simi-
larly compact homes, a block where South 
Rose Street dead-ends near the ball field, a 
custom metal fabrication factory, and a stretch 
of freeway that bisects the neighborhood. She 
had just put her newborn daughter back down 
to sleep after a 3:00 a.m. feeding and then, be-
fore going back to bed herself, had tiptoed into 
the bathroom, keeping the light off so as not 
to wake her daughter. Outside, she heard the 
sound of breaking glass.

Her daughter was seventeen days old, 
and she herself was still recovering from a 
cesarean section. But she climbed onto the 
edge of her bathtub so she could peer out 
her bathroom window. Across the street and 
down the block was a small red house that 
happened to be well lit by a streetlamp. Jen-
nifer Dawson-Lutz heard a scream. She saw 
a person who appeared to be falling out the 
window. She noticed a white curtain billow-
ing through the window. Her mind, trying to 
make sense of this, suggested that someone 
was trying to break into the home, which she 
knew was shared by two women. One of them 
had purchased it a few years earlier; the oth-
er had moved in more recently. Both were 
attractive and outgoing, in their thirties, 
with smiles that stuck in memories, and they 
could regularly be seen gardening together 
in the front yard, or walking to Loretta’s, or 
chatting with people they bumped into along 

The land between the 
damaged river and 

the rushing highway 
is equal to about one 

square mile, a confined 
space steeped from its 
first platting in cycles 
of need and neglect. 
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the sidewalk.
Jennifer Dawson-Lutz went to wake her 

husband. She dialed 911, something she’d nev-
er done before. She got a recorded message 
and was on hold for what felt like a long time.

Up the block, where South Rose Street 
intersects with Eighth Avenue South, Is-
rael Rodriguez was watching his eighteenth 
birthday party wind down. His actual birth-
day had come three days earlier, but the 
celebration was postponed in order to take 
advantage of a fast-arriving Saturday night. 
Now it was 3:00 a.m. on the Sunday after that 
Saturday night. Israel stood on the sidewalk 
outside his family’s home, lit a cigarette, 
and smoked it near the spot where roots of 
a large maple tree had cracked and raised 
the concrete on a scale not normally seen in 
a city accustomed to sidewalks rearranged 
by tree roots. Here, the whorled roots had 
created a small mountain of vaulting cement 
whose peak passersby were forced to as-
cend and then descend. As Israel pulled on 
the cigarette, he, too, heard glass breaking. 
The sound seemed to come from the direc-
tion of the dead end on South Rose Street, 
and his mind identified it as a window being 
smashed. Israel found this odd for the neigh-
borhood. He decided to head over to see what 
was happening.

About halfway down the block, he spotted 
a woman in the middle of the street. “She was 
white and wasn’t wearing nothing,” Israel 
would later tell a courtroom. The woman was 
screaming for help.

Israel ran back to his house. In the 
basement, Sara Miranda-Nino, his twenty-
one-year-old cousin, was on her cell phone 
arguing with an ex-boyfriend. Israel told her 
to call 911, and then he and Sara ran down 
South Rose Street together.

Israel’s eleven-year-old sister, Mariah, 
followed. So did a young neighborhood friend 
named Diana Ramirez, whose father was 
once Israel’s boxing coach. Diana was four-
teen and lived on South 
Rose Street just across 
from the red house.

Jennifer Dawson-
Lutz, watching out her 
front window, saw them 
all run past. She told 
her husband, “Go out-
side, go outside, help.” 
Then she heard one of 
the kids saying, “Get 
back, somebody’s been 
stabbed.” “And that’s 
when I told my hus-
band, ‘Stay inside.’”

By this time, Israel and his cousin Sara 
could see there were two women in the 
street. One screaming for help. The other on 
the pavement. This woman, too, was without 
clothes, and Israel could see wounds on her.

He told Mariah and Diana to get out of 
there. Diana didn’t listen. She knew the wom-
en who lived in the red house. Didn’t know 
their names, but knew them by sight. They 
would wave to her as they were going about 
their days or as they were heading to and 
from work at their downtown jobs, and Di-
ana would smile and wave back, say hi. Now 
one of the women was running in and out of 
the cone of streetlamp light, pounding on a 
neighbor’s door to no avail, coming right up 
to Diana, looking at her, saying, “Help me.” 
She was holding her neck. It was bleeding.

“I took off my sweatshirt,” Diana would 
later testify. “I wrapped it around her neck 
to stop the bleeding. Then I ran inside my 
house to get towels and paper towels.”

Sara recognized the women, too. “I seen 
them,” she said on the witness stand, “but 
never conversated with them. They were just 
two women that always got involved with the 
community. I remember seeing them around 
when South Park had its festivals.”

Now Sara was with the woman who was 
lying in the street. Her name was Teresa 
Butz, and the red house belonged to her. The 
woman calling for help, Diana’s sweatshirt 
to her neck, was Teresa’s fiancée, Jennifer 
Hopper.

Sara knelt. She held Teresa’s head in her 
lap. She spoke to a 911 operator through 
tears, terrified, and she spoke to Teresa, too, 
telling her, “Please wake up, ma’am. Ma’am, 
wake up! Please wake up, ma’am!”

She took off her shirt and tried to wipe 
the blood away. She wanted to see where Te-
resa’s major wounds were, apply pressure. It 
was difficult. “The bleeding wouldn’t stop,” 
she said.

There were no police officers in South 
Park when the calls began coming in from 
South Rose Street, but the neighborhood did 
have a fire station. It had been there for more 
than a hundred years and after a few reloca-
tions was now situated near the red house. 
“Listen to me,” a 911 operator told Sara, try-
ing to calm her. “There’s a fire station less 
than two blocks away from you. They’re go-
ing to come and help her right away. They’re 
like two blocks away, okay?”

Sara heard this and told Teresa, “Keep 
breathing. The ambulance is coming. Please 
keep breathing.”

The first officer to respond was Thomas 
Berg. He was driving up a steep hill that 
leads out of the valley that holds South Park 
when his patrol car radio advised him, “Stab-
bing on South Rose.” He made a U-turn, 
headlights sweeping across high grass on the 
side of the road, and, with his siren off so as 
not to tip the perpetrator, sped down the hill. 
It was 3:09 a.m.

As Berg descended the hill, the view out 
his windshield tightened, from a panorama 
of lights in the industrial valley below to a 
tunnel of amber-lit arterial with darkness be-
yond its edges. He braked for a stoplight and 
cross traffic at the bottom of the hill, pulled 

around a pickup truck 
that was in his way, 
turned on his flashers, 
then raced across a 
stretch of flatland and 
under a highway over-
pass. He passed lots 
holding stacked metal 
drums and lengths of 
construction cranes ly-
ing on their sides. The 
dump was now on his 
right in the darkness.

He turned left at 
an intersection where 

a city sign for Holden Street was bolted to 
the corrugated-metal wall of a warehouse. 
His cruiser rattled over potholes, past moss-
covered Greyhound buses long retired from 
service, past Fire King of Seattle and its 
pile of old extinguishers rusting in an adja-
cent lot, past Custom Crating and Wood Box 
Company.

The road Berg was on would soon dead-
end at the Duwamish, but before this 
happened, he pulled right onto Fifth Avenue 
South. Past Swift Tool Company, past Rog-
ers Machinery, and then, six blocks from the 
scene, Berg stopped his patrol car and wait-
ed, headlights shining on an overgrown lot. 
He’d often trained new officers, so he knew 
protocol dictated he arrive at South Rose 
Street with backup.

The fire truck, too, was stopped and wait-
ing, now parked near Israel’s house, several 
hundred yards from where the shouts were 
coming from, a standard procedure designed 
to protect unarmed firemen and medics. 
Still the truck’s lights flashed, and its head-
lights beamed down the block toward the red 
house, as if in promise to the women and in 
warning to their attacker.

Berg knew the guy who was coming 

She held Teresa’s 
head in her lap. 

She spoke to a 911 
operator through 

tears, terrified
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to watch his back while he focused on the 
victims, Officer Ernest DeBella. As soon as 
the radio told him DeBella was close, Berg 
headed for South Rose Street, alternately 
gunning and slowing his engine to try to 
synchronize his arrival with his fellow offi-
cer’s. He passed a stack of wood pallets on a 
sidewalk, turned onto Eighth Avenue South, 
accelerated, turned his flashers back on. He 
passed under a canopy of maples, including 
the one that had buckled the sidewalk in 
front of Israel’s house.

At the intersection with South Rose, he 
drove up on the curb to get around the fire 
truck and then stopped at a collapsible bas-
ketball hoop set up for playing in the street. 
It had been five and a half minutes since the 
call came in.

What Berg now saw stood out from “hun-
dreds, maybe a thousand” violent crime 
scenes he’d walked into during his twenty-
five years as a police officer. He saw Teresa 
Butz lying in the street, her head no longer in 
Sara’s lap. He saw Jennifer Hopper standing 
above her, partly shrouded in a white towel 
Diana had given her. He saw blood.

The waiting medics came in behind Berg 
and DeBella, and then additional police cars 
behind them. Officer Melissa Wengard was 
driving one. She’d just checked in for first 
watch—3:00 a.m. to noon—and during roll 
call, she later testified, she was told to get to 
South Park “as quickly as possible.” With Of-
ficer Nilo Dela Cruz, who likewise was sent 
directly from roll call to South Rose, she pro-
ceeded to “clear” the red house.

“It was a very brief clearing,” Wengard 
said. “It’s a fairly small house.”

They shouted “Seattle Police!” as they en-
tered the front door, noted blood on the floor 
and in the main bedroom. They looked in clos-
ets, under the bed, accidentally knocked over 
an ironing board, saw a large knife on the 
floor, checked the low-ceilinged basement. 
They stayed on the perimeter of the rooms 
as they did this so as not to disturb evidence. 
“We actually walk the walls,” Dela Cruz ex-
plained later, on the stand. “That’s what we 
call it, walking the walls.” They found no one.

Officer Brian Downing, part of the canine 
unit, arrived with his German shepherd, 
Jack. They found a scent of interest outside 
the red house, just under its bathroom win-
dow, which was open, and Jack followed the 
scent across an alley behind the home. He 
pulled Officer Downing along hard—“I call 
it dog skiing,” he said—onto the community 
center ball field, toward an edge of the field 
where a scrim of trees bumps up against the 
stretch of freeway bisecting the neighbor-
hood. There, Jack lost the scent.

Someone called over the radio for the po-
lice helicopter. It wasn’t available. Someone 
else called over the radio for a blood run. 
Officer Curtis Daniel Woo offered himself. 
He’d come to the scene without being told. 
“Wasn’t so much dispatched,” he said, “as I 
volunteered for the call. This is probably one 
of the most serious calls a police officer will 
go to. When something like this comes out, 
everybody that’s working goes. You drop 
what you’re doing and you just go, because 
you know the other people there are going to 
need help.”

In the back of an ambulance, paramedic 
Les Davis tended to the woman with the 
towel draped around her and, as he worked, 
noticed the look on her face. It was unique to 
him in thirty-five years as a paramedic. “Ab-
solute terror,” he said. “I’ve never seen that. 
I’ve seen a lot of people.”

This was Jennifer Hopper, Teresa’s fian-
cée. Before being taken to the ambulance, 
she’d been heard to say, “He told us if we did 
what he asked us to do, he wouldn’t hurt us. 
He lied.”

Jennifer kept asking about Teresa. A 
second paramedic, Carlos Valdivia, told her, 

“Other people are taking care of your partner 
right now. We’re here to take care of you.” 
She screamed out for Teresa from the back 
of the ambulance, telling her she loved her.

Valdivia and Davis then drew a small vial 
of Jennifer’s blood and handed it to Woo, who 
raced “lights and sirens” to the Puget Sound 
Blood Center as the ambulance itself headed 
for Harborview, the region’s Level 1 trauma 
center, perched on a downtown hill distant 
from the Duwamish River valley.

Later, when the doctors were done, Woo 
walked in and asked Jennifer the required 
questions as gently as he could. “Name, date 
of birth, address,” he recalled on the stand. 
“Asked her for the name of her partner.”

Jennifer still wanted someone to tell her 
about Teresa.

“I lied to her,” Woo said. “I told her I didn’t 
know if her partner was alive or not.”

Jennifer didn’t believe him.
She held a thought she’d had standing 

there on South Rose Street: “I have to be 
able to tell people what happened.”

Somewhere in the night was the man 
who’d done this. In the grip of what, no 

witness to his violence knew, though a small 
number of people, on hearing what occurred 
on South Rose Street, would get an uneasy 
feeling and think to themselves: Isaiah. They 
knew him to be a young man reeling, raging. 
They had feared him, and it was fear of a 
certain kind. Not the primal, salable fear of 
violence, not fright of the unexpected arriving 
with sudden brutality from an unknowable 
beyond. Theirs was fear of a known man and 
an outcome not yet known but likely to be 
grim. Fear of a person who, regrettably, had 
lived and delivered pain already, a man intel-
ligent enough to impress yet with seemingly 
no handle on where his disjointed thoughts, 
speech, and actions might be headed. Or, if 
he did have some premonition, no firm brake, 
internal or external.

To the police, the most easily deduced 
thing was that the man who’d done this was 
brazen. He’d left bloody footprints and fin-
gerprints at the red house, as if he lacked any 
thought of capture or consequence, and this 
now added to fears about his next thoughts, 
to the urgency of the gathering manhunt. In 
a basement apartment near the center of the 
city, a cell phone rang.

Detective Dana Duffy was asleep on a 
mattress on the floor, her service weap-
on, a .40-caliber Glock, stuffed under her 

pillow. She didn’t feel safe in this place. It 
kept getting robbed, which was strange 
because Detective Duffy didn’t have much 
of interest. When she left her husband of 
twenty-three years and found this cheap 
one-bedroom, she’d brought with her just 
the mattress, a used couch, an old TV, and 
a $40 microwave, the sparseness of the fur-
nishings in direct proportion to the urgency 
of her need to get away.

He hadn’t wanted her to be a cop, thought 
she should keep working as an emergency 
room nurse. Her father wouldn’t have liked 
her career change, either. He was a drunk 
and a bank robber and, for a time, an out-of-
state fugitive. Detective Dana Duffy is not 
one to appreciate being told what to do. Six 
years as a cop, first on night patrol, then in 
the gang unit. After that, homicide, a perch 
it usually takes officers twenty years to climb 
into. Seven years as the only female detective 
in homicide, left her husband along the way, 
and when her cell phone rang in her base-
ment apartment that night in the summer of 
2009, Detective Duffy picked it up, forty-five 
years old, fit and compact, adrenaline rising, 
ready to work. “A lot of people get up, and 
they’ll shower,” she said. “For me, I like to 
get there.” She listened to the brief synop-
sis of what first responders were seeing. She 
put her light brown hair in a ponytail. She 
threw on some clothes. She grabbed a Diet 
Coke out of the fridge, to throw some caffeine 
behind the adrenaline. She got into her take-
home car, an Impala, a car that, being speed 
oriented, she was happy to have, because the 
other choice for Seattle detectives was a hy-
brid Toyota.

Onto the empty freeway, into the Du-
wamish valley, onto South Rose Street, out of 
the Impala, into the warm morning, past the 
yellow tape and the top brass. “It was sum-
mer,” she said. “It was a beautiful day.”

At her desk at police headquarters in 
downtown Seattle, Detective Duffy keeps 
pictures of all the people whose deaths she’s 
investigated, tacks them to the walls of her 
cubicle. She’s lost track of how many yellow-
taped murder scenes she’s arrived at, all told. 
This one stood out. “I remember seeing the 
house, and seeing the curtain flying from the 
bedroom window, drifting through the air, 
with blood all down the bottom,” she said. 
“And looking across at the neighbor’s house, 
and seeing blood all over the neighbor’s door, 
thinking, ‘What in the hell happened?’” Tere-
sa’s body was still in the street, now covered 
by a yellow emergency blanket. Detective 
Duffy took this in and was still knocking the 

cobwebs out of her head when she walked 
through the red house. “A dynamic scene,” 
she said. “This wasn’t just a shooting where 
somebody’s dead, and that’s it. Something 
happened. There was a story.”

The interior was a grotesque hieroglyph 
hinting at strong emotion and violent strug-
gle. Investigators began bagging evidence, 
and Detective Duffy’s mind turned to anoth-
er unusual aspect. “I’ve never had a murder 
case where there’s two victims,” she said, 
“and one survives.”

She got back in the Impala. She drove 
to the hospital. She walked into Jennifer’s 
room, put her hand on Jennifer’s wrist. She 
said, “Hey, Jen. I’m Detective Duffy. I’m 
Dana, and I’m gonna be one of the detectives 
working on your case.”

“And I remember,” Jennifer said, “the first 
thing I asked her was, ‘Did she make it?’ And 
without hesitation—and I was so grateful for 
this—she just said, ‘No, she didn’t.’”

Jennifer screamed.
Some time passed.
Detective Duffy pulled out an audio re-

corder. She turned it on. “Okay,” she said to 
Jennifer. “Let’s start at the very beginning.”

Back in South Park, the Duwamish mov-
ing through another warm day. In the 

city beyond, people awakening to work. On 
television, the launch of a familiar narrative: 
a neighborhood in shock, a manhunt, vows to 
make an arrest.

But the story of a crime like the one that 
occurred on South Rose Street does not begin 
with the news. Look down into any stretch of 
the Duwamish, on any day, and offer a varia-
tion on Detective Duffy’s request: Where is 
the very beginning?

The tributaries that feed a moment are 
vast. At the riverside, countless water mole-
cules in motion and the din of the surrounding 
city. It could be concluded, standing there, 
that a very beginning for what occurred on 
South Rose Street will never be located. That 
one might as well ask how three drops of rain, 
each cast from different skies, came to float 
in one fouled bend in the Duwamish at the 
height of summer.

Even so, some stories are worth assem-
bling. Some crimes cry out for an accounting. 
Some offenses indict so much, and reflect so 
much, that they demand attention—to what 
was taken, to the taker, to the trials that pre-
ceded and followed.

There were two women in that red house 
who, searching for love, had found each other. 
There was one man who, needing a halt to his 
psychological descent, had found nothing but 
an open window. All of them human with hu-
man limits, their routes winding backward 
through St. Louis, where Teresa grew up 
stubborn and tough in a large family; through 
the mountains north of Santa Fe, where the 
newborn Jennifer was cradled by two adven-
turous spirits; through Uganda, the country 
Isaiah’s father fled for Seattle; and through 
the neighborhoods of the father’s new city, 
where he met Isaiah’s mother, where their 
son was raised amid difficult circumstances, 
and where, nearly twenty-four years later, 
Isaiah’s disintegrating life collided with the 
life Teresa and Jennifer had made.

That collision, and the histories that pre-
cede it, have something to offer the present. 
All three lives have something to teach. Up-
stream then, eyes wide, against the current. n

From While the City Slept: A Love Lost 
 to Violence and a Young Man’s Descent into 

Madness by Eli Sanders, on sale Febru-
ary 2 from Viking, an imprint of Penguin 
Publishing Group, a division of Penguin 
Random House LLC. Copyright © 2016  

by Eli Sanders. 

While the City Slept grew out of Eli Sanders’s Pulitzer Prize–winning 
journalism for The Stranger. Sanders and the crime’s survivor, 
Jennifer Hopper, will be at Town Hall in conversation with KUOW’s 
Marcie Sillman on Wednesday, February 3, 7:30 p.m., $5.
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www.hollywoodnovelties.com
12706 LAKECITY WAY NE SEATTLE 206-363-0056

Great New DVDs 

99 cents

Rhino / Black Mamo  
/ 2X Viagra  

$2 Off

Sexy Lingerie  
On Sale Now

Bra’s / Panties  
and More /  

Good Prices

Lowest Prices in the  
USA, All Major Credit 

Cards Accepted

Super Rush /  
JJ / Amsterdam 

$2 Off

Blush / XR / Topco /
Caex / Hollywood 

20% Off

Super Fun Adult 
Theatre Open 24 

Lusty Hours

Take a Ride on 
Our Swing in the 

Theatre

CLEAN • PRIVATE • FOUR ADULT THEATRES
NEW MOVIES DAILY

LARGEST SELECTION OF TOYS IN TOWN!

HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE  
Valentine Day Specials!

Older women 
looking to share
explicit fantasies 

with younger men!
 

* LIVE 1-on-1 *

THE COUGAR!
 

 

Call: 1-888-560-6453

http://www.hollywoodnovelties.com/
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FIND REAL GAY MEN NEAR YOU

Free Code: Stranger

FREE TO LISTEN
AND REPLY TO ADS

(206) 877-0877
Seattle:

www.megamates.com  18+

A large crowd braved a snowstorm to come 
out to Savage Love Live at Boston’s Wilbur 
Theatre last week. Questions were submitted 
on index cards, which allowed questioners to 
remain anonymous and forced them to be suc-
cinct. I got to as many of them as I could over 
two long, raucous, boozy hours. Here are some 
of the questions I didn’t have time 
for in Boston…

What do you think of poop play?

I think of it rarely.

How long should I keep my part-
ner locked in male chastity?

Until Rick Santorum is president.

What exactly causes relation-
ships to end?

Relationships end for all sorts of different rea-
sons—boredom, neglect, contempt, betrayal, 
abuse—but all relationships that don’t end sur-
vive for the same reason: The people in them 
just keep not breaking up. Sometimes people in 
relationships that need to end never get around 
to breaking up.

I was in an open relationship once and was 
heartbroken in the end because my partner 
broke the rules we made. My current partner 
wants to make our monogamous relationship 
open, but I am hesitant because of my previ-
ous burn. How do I get over this and become 
comfortable with an open relationship again?

Rejecting nonmonogamy because your last non-
monogamous relationship failed makes about 
as much sense as rejecting monogamy because 
your last monogamous relationship failed. If 
people applied the same standard to closed rela-
tionships that they apply to open ones (“I was in 
one that failed so I can never enter into another 
one!”), most of us would’ve had two relationships 
in our lives—one open, one closed—and then 
either taken a vow of celibacy or pledged to stick 
to NSA sex for the rest of our lives.

Our choices are informed by our experience, 
of course, and you had a bad experience with 
an open relationship. Open relationships might 
not be for you. But it’s also possible that the 
problem with your last relationship wasn’t the 
openness but the partner.

Advice for happily child-free people in a baby- 
and parent-worshipping world?

You could take comfort in your free time, 
your disposable income, and your vomit-free 
wardrobe. You could also see baby and parent 
worship for what it is: a desperate attempt on the 
part of the busy, broke, and vomit-spackled (and 
the people trying to sell stuff to us) to make our-
selves feel better about the consequential and 
irrevocable choice we made to have kids.

Magnum condoms are just marketing, right?

Wrong—but you don’t have to take my word for 
it. Just spend 10 minutes on Tumblr and you’ll 
see for yourself.

I accidentally told my dad about your podcast 
when teaching him how to use iTunes. I called 
home a couple of weeks later, and Dad told me 
he’s been listening and Mom yells, “I’m not 
gonna pee on you!” L

It could’ve been worse. Mom could’ve yelled: “We 
can’t talk right now! I’m peeing on your father!”

My husband and I (30s, M/F, two kids) found 
out our best friends of 20 years were secretly 
poly. And we didn’t know! Well, we all fucked. 
Now our relationship/friendship is fucked, too. 
How do we move on from this mess?

People who are poly say they want more love, 
sex, and joy in their lives—but some poly people 
seem want more chaos, drama, and hurt in their 
lives. Unless you know a couple well, or unless 
you’ve noticed the trail of destruction they’ve 
left in their wake, there’s just no way to tell what 
they’re really after until after you’ve slept with 

them. Anyway, how do you move 
on? You send a note, you apologize 
for your part in the chaos, drama, 
and hurt, and you express a desire 
to mend the friendship. Hopefully 
you’ll hear from them.

What is the deal with a “blum-
kin”? Like, honestly, why? Why? 
WHY? They freak me out and 
confuse me.

Take it away, Urban Dictionary: 
“When a man is sitting on the toilet taking a 
shit and has his woman come in and give him 
head during the act of shitting.”

I’ve been writing this dumb sex-advice col-
umn for a long time, and while I’ve received a 
few questions like yours over the years (“What’s 
the deal with blumkins?!?”), I’ve never once 
received a question about an IRL blumkin ses-
sion gone wrong. So blumkins aren’t for real, 
and they’re not really about sex. As you can 
see from the UD definition, it’s not about sex or 
kink, it’s about misogyny and implied violence, 
i.e., the man takes a shit and orders “his woman” 
to come in and give him head. Consensual deg-
radation and power play can be hot, of course, 
but blumkins and donkey punching and dirty 
sanchezes—and the scared little boys who talk 
about them—are bullshit. Sexist bullshit.

Like most gay men in their early 30s, I enjoy 
chatting and sending pics of my nether regions 
via dating apps. My conflict is that I am a 
public school teacher. While I believe I have a 
right to a sex life, what if someone I send a pic 
to disagrees? Do you think I should stop?

We need to pick a day for everyone on earth to 
intentionally release a pic of their nether regions 
online. It should be an annual holiday—just to 
get it over with and to prevent moralizing scolds 
from going after people whose pics go uninten-
tionally astray. But schoolteachers have been 
fired for sexting. So… whether you stop or not 
depends on the degree of risk you’re comfortable 
with and the faith you have in the discretion of 
the folks you’re meeting on apps.

Why is the term “monogamy” and not “mono-
amory”?

Monogamy comes from the Greek “monos” for 
“single” and “gamos” for “marriage.” So the term 
literally means “one marriage” not “one love.” 
Since you can be monogamous without being mar-
ried, and married without being monogamous, 
perhaps the term really should be “monoamory,” 
meaning “one love at a time, married or not.” But 
meaning follows usage, and an effort to get people 
to use monoamory would be just as futile as efforts 
to stop people from using polyamory because it 
mixes Greek (“poly”) and Latin (“amory”).

We’re both over 40, married 10 years. He wants 
a threesome, and I’m ambivalent. He says +1 
girl, I say +1 boy. What do we do?

Upgrade to a foursome with +1 opposite-sex 
couple.

Thanks to everyone who came out to the Wil-
bur! I had a blast! n

On the Lovecast, Dan and The Gist’s Mike 
Pesca “tackle” a football relationship question: 

savagelovecast.com.

mail@savagelove.net
@fakedansavage on Twitter

SAVAGE LOVE
The Wilbur Theatre   BY DAN SAVAGE

JOE NEWTON

http://www.megamates.com/
mailto:mail@savagelove.net
http://savagelovecast.com/
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This exhibition is organized by the Brooklyn Museum.

Randerson Romualdo Cordeiro (detail), 2008, Kehinde Wiley, American, 
b. 1977, oil on canvas, 48 x 36 in., Private collection, Golden Beach, 
Florida, courtesy of Roberts & Tilton, Culver City, California.© Kehinde 
Wiley. Photo: Robert Wedemeyer, courtesy of Roberts & Tilton. 

KEHINDE 
WILEY: A NEW 
REPUBLIC
OPENING 
CELEBRATION
THU FEB 11, 5–10 PM
SEATTLE ART MUSEUM

Experience SAM’s new exhibition, Kehinde 
Wiley: A New Republic with an evening of art, 
live music, performances, and a curator-led 
discussion with the artist.

Media SponsorProgram Sponsor

FREE and open to the public  
visitsam.org/wiley

http://visitsam.org/wiley
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FILM

Pussy Riot: 
Feminist Punk and 
the Police State
 DON’T MISS  The idea that performance 
art can be properly transgressive has been 
keeping mediocre American bohemians in 
business for at least a century. But in the 
world of the Russian feminist punk col-
lective Pussy Riot, whose members have 
paid an enormous price for taking on the 
government and the church, it’s more than 
a platitude—it’s pravda. This event begins 
with a screening of the hour-long docu-
mentary Pussy vs. Putin and continues with 
an onstage conversation between Pussy 
Riot members Maria Alyokhina and Kse-
nia Zhivago and Russian scholar Mariana 
Markova. (Neptune Theatre, Mon Feb 8, 7:30 
pm, $32.50, all ages) SEAN NELSON

We also recommend…

45 Years: SIFF Cinema Uptown
The 5th Wave: Various locations
Anomalisa: Guild 45th 
The Big Short: Various locations
Carol: Various locations
Cartoon Happy Hour: Central Cinema, 

Thurs Feb 4, 5-7 pm, free
Humpday: Central Cinema, Feb 5-9, 9:30 
pm, $8 adv/$10 DOS
The Hunger: Central Cinema, Thurs Feb 4, 8 
& 10:30 pm, $8 adv/$10 DOS
The Man Who Fell to Earth: Northwest 
Film Forum, Wed Feb 3, 7:30 pm, $11
Notorious: Grand Illusion, Feb 6-9, $9
Page to Screen: High Noon: Central Li-
brary, Sat Feb 6, 1 pm, free
The Revenant: Various locations
Ride Along 2: Meridian 16
The Sprocket Society presents Saturday 
Secret Matinees: Grand Illusion, Sat Feb 6, 
2 pm, $9, through March 26
Silent Movie Mondays: The Gold Rush: 
Paramount Theatre, Mon Feb 8, 7 pm, $10

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

READINGS & TALKS

Medicine Ball: 
Playwrights v. 
Poets 2016
 DON’T MISS  Whether you’re a hardcore 
Seahawks fan or a football hater, you prob-
ably want to pretend as if the Super Bowl 
isn’t happening this year. That’s okay. The 
theater world and the poetry world are here 
to help. Enter Medicine Ball, an occasional 

competitive event organized around a 

theme that pits pairs of playwrights against 

pairs of poets in a literary competition. This 

year’s theme this is “(D)Constructing Se-

attle.” All the pieces will hope to shed new 

light on the ever-present conversation about 

all the new development. Some heavy-hitters 

to look out for on the poetry side: Lauren 

Ireland, Stranger Genius Award winner 

Maged Zaher, and Natasha Marin. On the 

playwriting side: Jose Amador, Seth Tankus, 

and Jennifer Jasper. (Erickson Theatre Off 

Broadway, Feb 5-7, $20) RICH SMITH 

We also recommend…

Anastacia Tolbert & Friends: Elliott Bay 

Book Company, Fri Feb 5, 7 pm, free

Darryl Pinckney: Elliott Bay Book Company, 

Thurs Feb 4, 7 pm, free

Eli Sanders and Jennifer Hopper with 
Marcie Sillman: While the City Slept: 
Town Hall, Wed Feb 3, 7:30 pm, $5

Nick Licata: Central Library, Wed Feb 3, 5:30 

pm, free

The Round: Fremont Abbey, Tues Feb 9, 8 

pm, $8

Seattle StorySLAM: Fremont Abbey, Thurs 

Feb 4, 8 pm, $8

Silent Reading Party: Sorrento Hotel, Wed 

Feb 3, 6 pm, free

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com

FOOD & DRINK

Raclette Sunday!
 DON’T MISS  Raclette is a rich, nutty, 
semi-hard cheese that originated in the 
Valais region of Alpine Switzerland. It tastes 
especially good melted, which, according to 
legend, is what shepherds did with it when 
they’d gather together on cold nights in the 
fi elds. They’d build a fi re, melt raclette on 
hot stones, and then scrape the bubbling 
hot cheese off onto a simple meal of boiled 
potatoes, cured meats, and pickles. The com-
munal spirit of raclette lives on at Capitol 
Hill’s Culture Club Cheese Bar, where they’ll 
be melting a giant wheel of raclette and 
serving it up with potatoes and cornichons 
(and probably some very nice wine). The 
cheese scraping begins at 6 pm and contin-
ues until it’s gone. You’ll probably want to 
get there early. (Culture Club Cheese Bar, 
Sun Feb 7, 5 pm) ANGELA GARBES

We also recommend…

$10 Pizza Mondays: Cafe Lago, Mon Feb 
8, 5 pm
All You Knead Is Challah: Stroum Jewish 
Community Center, Mercer Island, Thurs Feb 
4, 6:30 pm, $10/$15
Caviar Tasting: Seattle Caviar Company, 

All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week

THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTUREARTS & CULTURE
Pussy Riot: Feminist Punk 

and the Police State
Mon Feb 8 at Neptune Theatre

Continued

Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
at strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD   Stranger Things To Do

http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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Thurs Feb 4, 5-7 pm, $30
Chocolate Happy Hour: Chocolopolis, 
Thurs Feb 4, 5-9 pm, free
Free Wine on 15th: European Vine Selec-
tions, Sat Feb 6, 3-6 pm, free
Free Wine Tasting at Champion Wine 
Cellars: Champion Wine Cellars, Sat Feb 6, 
12-5 pm, free
Happy Hour at the Swedish Club: Swed-
ish Cultural Center, Fri Feb 5, 5-10:30 pm
The Mating Game Cocktail Hour: Burke 
Museum, Fri Feb 5, 6 pm, $15
Onibaba Ramen Pop-up: Miyabi 45th, 
Wed Feb 3, 11:30 am-2 pm
Paella Night: Terra Plata, Mon Feb 8, 5 pm, 
$15
The Seattle Whiskey and Chowder Festi-
val: The Foundry by Herban Feast, Thurs Feb 
4, 5:30 pm, $40
Sunday Pig Roast: Bell + Whete, Sun Feb 
7, 5 pm, $24
Taco Wednesdays: Roanoke Park Place 
Tavern, $1 each, Wed Feb 3, 4 pm-2 am
Tiki Night: Rumba, Wed Feb 3
Wii Wednesdays: Sake Nomi, Wed Feb 3, 6 
pm, free

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com

ART

Anne Wilson: 
Drawings and 
Objects
 DON’T MISS  This is Chicago-based Anne 
Wilson’s first exhibition at James Harris Gal-
lery, but she’s been working and teaching 
for years, and in 2015 was a recipient of the 
USA Fellowship. Her exhibition here includes 
vitrines of small glass pieces referencing spools 
and threads, created at her time in residence 
at Pilchuck Glass School, and a collection of 
framed swatches of her grandmother’s white 
damask tablecloth fabric hanging on the 
walls. Each swatch of heirloom fabric had a 
stain or a small hole. Using colored thread and 
human hair, Wilson turned each of these im-
perfections into an embroidered area. These 
little events of imperfection resemble burns or 
smears, or cosmic happenings like meteors or 
eclipses. They feel alive, charged. Another pair 
of small Tensile Drawings are small portraits 
“drawn” in threads. They look like nothing so 
much as the chance rips in women’s stockings. 
I’d never noticed quite how beautiful those 
rips are. (James Harris Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, 
through Feb 13) JEN GRAVES 

We also recommend…

ART EVENTS

Backstreet Bazaar: The Hillman City Col-
laboratory, Sun Feb 7, 7-10 pm, by donation
Dress {Up}: The 2016 Henry Gala: Henry 
Art Gallery, Sat Feb 6, 6 pm, $50-$10,000
First Thursday Art Walk: Pioneer Square, 
Thurs Feb 4, free
Free First Saturday: Lunar New Year: Asian 
Art Museum, Sat Feb 6, 11 am-2 pm, free

MUSEUMS

The Atomic Frontier: Black Life in 
Hanford, WA: Northwest African American 
Museum, Wed-Sun, $7, through March 6
Brenna Youngblood: abstracted reali-
ties: Seattle Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $20, 
through April 17
Camp Fires: The Queer Baroque of 
Léopold L. Foulem, Paul Mathieu, and 
Richard Milette: Bellevue Arts Museum, 
$12, through Feb 14
Constructs: Installations by Asian 

Pacific American Women Artists: Wing 
Luke Museum, Tues-Sun, $15, through April 
17
Cris Bruch: Others Who Were Here: Frye Art 
Museum, Tues-Sun, free, through March 27
The Duchamp Effect: Seattle Art Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $20, through Aug 14
Emblems of Encounter: Europe and Af-
rica Over 500 Years: Seattle Art Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $20, ongoing
Franz Erhard Walther: The Body Draws: 
Henry Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through 
March 6
The Harmon & Harriet Kelley Collection 
of African American Art: Works on Pa-
per: Northwest African American Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $7, through April 17
Heikki Seppa: Bainbridge Island Museum 
of Art, daily, free, through Feb 7
James Turrell’s Light Reign: Henry Art 
Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10
Martha Rosler: Below the Surface: 
Seattle Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $20, through 
July 4
Paradox of Place: Contemporary Korean 
Art: Asian Art Museum, Wed-Sun, $9, 
through March 13
Sam Vernon: Olympic Sculpture Park, free, 
through March 6

GALLERIES

Bing Wright: Silver/Surface: James Harris 
Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through Feb 13
Curtis Steiner: Tobey In Blue: Studio E 
Gallery, Fri-Sat, free, through Feb 6
Dylan Neuwirth: Not a Hologram: Glass 
Box Gallery, opening reception Thurs Feb 4 
from 7-10 pm, free, through Feb 27
EVOLUTION: Art, Science & Adaptation: 
Seymour Conservatory, Tacoma, Tues-Sun, 
free, through March 6
The Figure in Process: de Kooning to 
Kapoor, 1955 - 2015: Pivot Art + Culture, 
Tues-Sun, $5, through Feb 28
In Search of Conjunctions: The Alice, 
Saturday, free, through Feb 27
Joan Tanner: The False Spectator: Suyama 
Space, Mon-Fri, free, through April 15
Maja Petric: Studio 99, Redmond, free, 
through Feb 29
Matika Wilbur: Project 562: The Hibulb 
Cultural Center and Natural History Pre-
serve, Tulalip, Tues-Sun, $10, through Jun 11
Matt Sellars: Energie: Platform Gallery, 
Wed-Sat, free, through Feb 13
Matt Sellars: SUVAIR 2015: Vachon Gal-
lery, Mon-Fri, free, through Feb 11
The Potato Eaters: Greg Kucera Gallery, 
Tues-Sat, free, through Feb 20
Rick Araluce: The Great Northern: Mad-
Art, Wed-Sat, free, through Feb 27
Ryan Molenkamp & Kentree Speirs: Lin-
da Hodges Gallery, opening reception Thurs 
Feb 4 from 6-8 pm, free, through Feb 27
Salt/Water: Photographic Center North-
west, Sat-Thurs, free, through April 3
Sign of the Times: Seattle Presents Gallery, 
Tuesday, 12-2 pm, free, through March 11
Steffani Jemison: Sol: Jacob Lawrence 
Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, through Feb 27
Trimpin: Hear We Are: Winston Wachter 
Fine Art, Mon-Sat, free, through March 9
Zack Bent: Spires: Seattle Pacific University 
Art Center Gallery, Mon-Fri, free, through 
Feb 26

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

FESTIVALS

Seattle Improvised 
Music Festival
 DON’T MISS  Spontaneous sonic creation 
by several elite musicians will be the (dis)
order of the day at the 31st annual Seattle 
Improvised Music Festival, which is orga-
nized by Wayward Music Series. Featuring 

THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE

http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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1 sian rt useum
1400 . rospect t. 206 654 100
www.seattleartmuseum.org
Paradox of Place: Contemporary Korean Art. Works 
range from mixed-media installation and video art, to 
photography, all of which are prominent forms in Korean 
contemporary art. Free admission during Capitol Hill 
Art Walk!

2 oe ar
810 . o t. 206 24 040
www. oebar.org

airo
50 ercer
www.templeofcairo.com

4 enter of ontemporar rt o a
515 ar ar e 206 28 1 80
www.cocaseattle.org
Center on Contemporary Art CoCA  presents Bling 
t n! wearable art  ewelry featuring a special trunk 
show with many options under 100 perfect for that 
special someone  and performance art by Dixie Darling. 

eet the artists, adorn your body with art and learn 
more about CoCA, 6-9pm.

5 ismet alon an pa
512 roa wa . 206 860 0 2
salonkismet.com
Photographs  Digital Paintings by Karen Hyams. The 
two series share an obsession with distortion, line and 
what it takes to hold a picture together, as well as being 
oyful explorations of new mediums.

6 e i al op
2 roa wa . 206 5 6414
www. e i al op eattle.com
Chris Alderson is a video game artist best known for his 
work in Halo and Destiny games, but he also creates 
beautiful, multifaceted paintings. trong technical back-
ground shines in his mysterious paintings of women 
and animals, which have a whimsical and disturbing 
atmosphere. pen until 9pm. 

mericana
21 roa wa . 206 28 4604
www.americanaseattle.com
New Work: ric Dyer loves art and believes all unicorns 
should have et packs. 

8 en roica aller
1 18 ast li e a uite
www. en roicagaller .com
“ nk  Paint,” John hannesian’s work comments on 
the world and how people live in it, often showing a wry 
disrespect for the powers that be. His Paintoons elevate 
cartooning into three dimensions.

ost aller
504 . enn a 206 8 2 606
g ostgaller art.com
Tessa Hulls: “ n the ye of the torm” A new series of 
gouache paintings  papercuts that explore the idea of 
sanctuary and reprieve even within the heart of a col-
lapse. Her first exhibit in almost 3 years, Tessa returns 
after an extended sabbatical in Alaska. 5-9pm, on view 
through arch 6th.

10 roma lou aller at e on ape
1550 li e a 206 85 2 5
be on ape.com

11 roa cast offee
162 elle ue e. 206 46 4 1
broa castcoffee.com
n oddess We Trust is a collection of paintings by 
local ueer artist Jos  uiroa. This theme is an homage 
to goddess energy, inspired by astrology, anime and 
heavenly bodies. Reception 6- pm.

12 eal state roup an enn n rea
otograp tu io

20 ast ine treet 110
www. rian uie.com
Featuring whimsical paintings and paper animation cut-
outs by Jac ueline Argueta and Brooke Borcherding’s 
“deconstructing the landscape” paintings which aim to 
shed light on the beauty of ordered chaos.

1 e ine o
1600 elrose e 206 588 0 5
www.pinebo bar.com
A Finger to the Heavens by Colin Curry. Colin’s series 
of geometric paintings are the result of a philosophical 
skepticism applied to “sacred geometry.” rab a pint 
and ponder!

14 rt rimo
415 ine t 206 65 408
www.artprimoseattle.com

ketchbooks. This exhibit encourages open sketching  
see inside the minds and notebooks of artists. 

15 rue o e rt aller
1525 ummit e. . 206 22 5 2
www.truelo eart.com

oft on the utside: surrealist bodies in nature. Featur-
ing the work of four local artists who present an unex-
pected uxtaposition of bodies and their environments 
through paint and sculpture.

16 ie s oes
500 . ike t.
e iess oes.com
New Work by Allison Louise Nitch! Allison is a eat-
tle-based artist that grew up in the wilds of New Jersey. 
Her acrylic paintings are inspired by interpersonal 
situations, dreams and nature. n view thru early April. 

pens Feb. 11th 5-7pm.

1 reati e lueprint
161 o lston e. 206 81 202
www.creati eblueprint.ca
“Destino” Photography by ichelle Frankfurter. This 
award-winning exhibition tells the story of undocu-
mented Central American immigrants and their perilous 
ourney by freight train across exico. Come check out 

our newly renovated artist studios!

18 aint o n s ar an ater
1 . ike t. 206 245 1 0
www.saint o nsseattle.com

ixed media, vibrant work by prolifc eattle artist 
Joseph Brooks. pens Feb. 11th. DJ Pavone at the 
turntables! n view through early April.

1 efres ro en esserts spresso
1620 roa wa uite 100 206 24 251
www.refres esserts.com
New Work by Lee chlosser. pecial Deal: 5- pm is 
Buy ne et ne FR  on all frozen desserts and or 
affogato! 

20 apitol i er
818 . ike t. 206 564
www.capitolci er.com
Drink and Draw: se free drawing supplies to sketch 
live models, 7- :30pm. A live model will be onstage 
along with a age drawing instructor. We provide mate-
rials  watch the artists at work or try your hand at creat-
ing your very own masterpiece! Live music to follow. 

21 uma on ominiums
0 . ike t. 206 4 5862
li eluma.com

top in to see this month’s featured artist!

22 te e ilbert oto tu io
1418 roa wa 206 4 0
gilbertp oto.com
New art show by featured artists. 

2 lou aller at rame entral
01 . ike t. 206 20 2054
www.framecentral.com
“ cattered howers” Tyler Nelson presents enigmatic 
portraits that suggest masked stories in a world that is 
a desolate, beautiful dream. The lone figures seem to 
embody traditional painterly values: color, line, space
while bringing a sense of unease that feels very much 
of our time.

24 ew omorrow
141 10t e.
“Conservation thic: A Lesson in the Commodification 
of Forests”, a collection of installation works by tefan 

onzales. 5:30-9:30pm.

25 affe ita
1005 . ike t. 206 0 4440
www.caffe ita.com
“Finding the Through Line” A new series of acrylic 
paintings paired with poems by Todd Kline which 
searches for the intangible axis that runs through all 
things. 

26 e actor
1216 10t e. 206 2 055
facebook.com/ e actor eattle
Juan Franco.The Bogot -born multimedia artist, spe-
cializing in photography, sculpture, and performance, 
presents a one night only solo show. 6-10pm.

2 tu io ara iso
1000 ast a ison ste
www.stu iopara iso.org
Four on the Figure: Contemporary Depiction f the Hu-
man Form. Featuring the work of David Allison, elma 
Waldman, dwin Landis and Wyatt Landis. pening 
reception until 10pm. 

28 oto enter
00 12t e 206 20 222
pcnw.org

alt Water. The artists featured in alt Water Kim-
berly Anderson, usan Derges, Daniel Hawkins, 
and eghann Riepenhoff have found ways to use 
site-specific ualities of water, including the naturally 
occurring minerals  other idiosyncrasies, to create 
uni ue images.

2 e rowl tore
1222 a ison t 206 26 1000
t egrowlstore.com

uench your thirst at The rowl tore while checking 
out work by interdisciplinary artist Jameson  Hubbard. 
He explores themes of decay, growth, material use, and 
their relation to the art-making process. The selection 
of pieces include woodblock prints, earth-paintings  
living plants. pen until 9pm. 

0a luebir icrocreamer rewer
1205 . ike t. 206 588 10
www.bluebir seattle.com

0b oft 6
1205 ike t.
loft6 .com
View over 60 pieces of local art by 6 local artists, featur-
ing abstract and geometric abstract on canvas or wood, 
local photography, and mid century modern inspired art 
- many pieces are priced affordably! 

0c ri pace
1205 . ike treet uite 2 206 26 2
www. bri arc.com
“Keyword Cow” feat. tudio Refugio ina age  The 
studiorefugio collaborative investigates the relation-
ship between image and word. Join us for textural 
abstractions that melt into everyday imagery via video 
and collage work.

afe ettirosso
1101 ike t. 206 24 22
pettirossoseattle.com
“Places of nterest” il paintings by local amp manu-
facturer  musician Ben amin Verellen. Broadening his 
artistic scope beyond his bands, Ben was inspired by 
the scenery found outside the tour van window and 
around his home in the Pacific Northwest.

4 etrofit ome
110 . ike t. 206 568 466
www.retrofit ome.com
Featuring the best in great, local, affordable art, with a 
champagne reception during art walk. 
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THUR.
FEBRUARY 11 

The largest-circulation 
arts publication in the 

Northwest!

Three-month shelf life!

Additional distribution 
in dedicated news 

boxes, theaters, hotels, 
galleries and more!

ISSUE DATE: MARCH 2 • RESERVATION DEADLINE: FEB 18 • AD DEADLINE: FEB 23

CALL (206) 323-7101 OR E-MAIL adinfo@seattleaandp.com

VOL. 4, NO. 4 / WINTER 2015 / FREE!
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“Best French  
Restaurant”  

Seattle Magazine Reader’s Poll  
(twice honored)

Your French Bar-Cafe & Newstand

Open 7am - 2am Every Day
Happy Hour Daily, 4-6 & 11pm-1:30am

1117 12th Avenue - Capitol Hill 
206.709.7674

www.cafepresseseattle.com

2 DANCes every night • GROUP & PRIVATE LESSONS 
LATE NITE DINING • FULL BAR & RESTAURANT   

CENTURY BALLROOM
915 E PINE ST - CENTURYBALLROOM.COM

1400 10th Ave. Seattle   206.556.5781

www.SoiCapitolHill.com

Isan Thai Restaurant & Bar 

in the Heart of Capitol Hill

LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR! 
Sun-Thu 10PM to Close, Fri & Sat 11PM to Close

Happy Hour 3 PM to 6 PM Everday

OPEN FOR LUNCH, DINNER & DRINKS
Sun - Thu 11AM to 12AM, Fri & Sat 11AM to 2AM

Check out StrangerThingsToDo.com/Art  
for up to the minute details!

CapitolHillArtWalk.com

CAPITOL HILL ART WALK  
IS SPONSORED BY:

within the heart of a collapse. Her first exhibit in 
almost 3 years, Tessa returns after an extended 
sabbatical in Alaska. 5-9pm, on view through 
March 6th.
10 Chroma Cloud Gallery at Beyond Vape
1550 E Olive Way  206-859-2757
beyondvape.com
11 Broadcast Coffee
1623 Bellevue Ave. 206-467-4717
broadcastcoffee.com
In Goddess We Trust is a collection of paintings 
by local queer artist José Quiroa. This theme is an 
homage to goddess energy, inspired by astrology, 
anime and heavenly bodies. Reception 6–8pm.
12 BH Real Estate Group and Jenn Andrea 
Photography Studio
320 East Pine Street #110
www.BrianHuie.com
Featuring whimsical paintings and paper animation 
cutouts by Jacqueline Argueta and Brooke 
Borcherding’s “deconstructing the landscape” 
paintings which aim to shed light on the beauty of 
ordered chaos.
13 The Pine Box
1600 Melrose Ave  206-588-0375
www.pineboxbar.com
A Finger to the Heavens by Colin Curry. Colin’s 
series of geometric paintings are the result of 
a philosophical skepticism applied to “sacred 
geometry.” Grab a pint and ponder!
14 Art Primo
415 E Pine St  206-365-4083
www.artprimoseattle.com
Sketchbooks. This exhibit encourages open 
sketching; see inside the minds and notebooks 
of artists. 
15 True Love Art Gallery
1525 Summit Ave. E. 206-227-3572
www.trueloveart.com
Soft on the Outside: surrealist bodies in nature. 
Featuring the work of four local artists who present 
an unexpected juxtaposition of bodies and their 
environments through paint and sculpture.
16 Edie’s Shoes
500 E. Pike St.
ediesshoes.com
New Work by Allison Louise Nitch! Allison is a 
Seattle-based artist that grew up in the wilds of 
New Jersey. Her acrylic paintings are inspired by 
interpersonal situations, dreams and nature. On 
view thru early April. Opens Feb. 11th 5–7pm.
17 Creative Blueprint
1617 Boylston Ave. 206-981-7202
www.creativeblueprint.ca
”Destino” Photography by Michelle Frankfurter. 
This award-winning exhibition tells the story of 
undocumented Central American immigrants 
and their perilous journey by freight train across 
Mexico. Come check out our newly renovated 
artist studios!

18 Saint John’s Bar and Eatery
719 E. Pike St. 206-245-1390
www.saintjohnsseattle.com
Mixed media, vibrant work by prolific Seattle artist 
Joseph Brooks. Opens Feb. 11th. DJ Pavone at 
the turntables! On view through early April.
19 Refresh Frozen Desserts & Espresso
1620 Broadway, Suite 100D 206-324-2517
www.refreshdesserts.com
New Work by Lee Schlosser. Special Deal: 5-8pm 
is Buy One Get One FREE on all frozen desserts 
and/or affogato! 
20 Capitol Cider
818 E. Pike St. 206-397-3564
www.capitolcider.com
Drink and Draw: Use free drawing supplies to 
sketch live models, 7–8:30pm. A live model will be 
onstage along with a Gage drawing instructor. We 
provide materials; watch the artists at work or try 
your hand at creating your very own masterpiece! 
Live music to follow. 
21 Luma Condominiums
907 E. Pike St. 206-749-5862
liveluma.com
Stop in to see this month’s featured artist!
22 Steve Gilbert Photo Studio
1418 Broadway 206-734-7330
gilbertphoto.com
New art show by featured artists. 
23 Cloud Gallery at Frame Central
901 E. Pike St. 206-720-2054   
www.framecentral.com
”Scattered Showers” Tyler Nelson presents 
enigmatic portraits that suggest masked stories 
in a world that is a desolate, beautiful dream. The 
lone figures seem to embody traditional painterly 
values: color, line, space—while bringing a sense 
of unease that feels very much of our time.
24 New Tomorrow
1417 10th Ave.
Conservation Ethic: A Lesson in the 
Commodification of Forests”, a collection 
of installation works by Stefan Gonzales. 
5:30–9:30pm.
25 Caffe Vita
1005 E. Pike St. 206-709-4440
www.caffevita.com
“Finding the Through Line” A new series of acrylic 
paintings paired with poems by Todd Kline which 
searches for the intangible axis that runs through 
all things. 
26 The Factory
1216 10th Ave. 206-323-0557
facebook.com/TheFactorySeattle
Juan Franco.The Bogotá-born multimedia artist, 
specializing in photography, sculpture, and 
performance, presents a one night only solo 
show. 6–10pm.

1 Asian Art Museum
1400 E. Prospect St. 206-654-3100
www.seattleartmuseum.org
Paradox of Place: Contemporary Korean Art. 
Works range from mixed-media installation 
and video art, to photography, all of which are 
prominent forms in Korean contemporary art. 
Free admission during Capitol Hill Art Walk!
2 Joe Bar
810 E. Roy St. 206-324-0407
www.joebar.org
3 Cairo
507 E Mercer 
www.templeofcairo.com
4 Center of Contemporary Art (CoCa)
515 Harvard Ave E  206-728-1980
www.cocaseattle.org
Center on Contemporary Art (CoCA) presents 
Bling It On! wearable art & jewelry featuring a 
special trunk show with many options under 
$100 (perfect for that special someone) and 
performance art by Dixie Darling. Meet the artists, 
adorn your body with art and learn more about 
CoCA, 6–9pm.
5 Kismet Salon and Spa
512 Broadway E. 206-860-0323
salonkismet.com
Photographs & Digital Paintings by Karen Hyams. 
The two series share an obsession with distortion, 
line and what it takes to hold a picture together, as 
well as being joyful explorations of new mediums.
6 Revival Shop
233 Broadway E. 206-395-6414
www.RevivalShopSeattle.com
Chris Alderson is a video game artist best 
known for his work in Halo and Destiny games, 
but he also creates beautiful, multifaceted 
paintings. Strong technical background shines 
in his mysterious paintings of women and 
animals, which have a whimsical and disturbing 
atmosphere. Open until 9pm. 
7 Americana
219 Broadway E. 206-328-4604
www.americanaseattle.com
New Work: Eric Dyer loves art and believes all 
unicorns should have jet packs. 
8 Dendroica Gallery
1718 East Olive Way, Suite A
www.dendroicagallery.com
”Ink & Paint” John Ohannesian’s work comments 
on the world and how people live in it, often 
showing a wry disrespect for the powers that 
be. His Paintoons elevate cartooning into three 
dimensions.
9 Ghost Gallery
504 E. Denny Way  206-832-6063 
ghostgalleryart.com
Tessa Hulls: “In the Eye of the Storm” A new 
series of gouache paintings & papercuts that 
explore the idea of sanctuary and reprieve even 

27 Studio Paradiso
1000 East Madison, ste B
www.studioparadiso.org
Four on the Figure: Contemporary Depiction f the 
Human Form. Featuring the work of David Allison, 
Selma Waldman, Edwin Landis and Wyatt Landis. 
Opening reception until 10pm. 
28 Photo Center NW
900 12th Ave 206-720-7222
pcnw.org 
Salt/Water. The artists featured in Salt/Water—Kimberly 
Anderson, Susan Derges, Daniel Hawkins, and Meghann 
Riepenhoff—have found ways to use site-specific 
qualities of water, including the naturally occurring 
minerals & other idiosyncrasies, to create unique images.
29 The Growl Store
1222 E Madison St  206-726-1000
thegrowlstore.com
Quench your thirst at The Growl Store while checking 
out work by interdisciplinary artist Jameson S Hubbard. 
He explores themes of decay, growth, material use, and 
their relation to the art-making process. The selection 
of pieces include woodblock prints, earth-paintings & 
living plants. Open until 9pm. 
30a Bluebird Microcreamery & Brewery
1205 E. Pike St. 206-588-1079
www.bluebirdseattle.com
30b Loft 63
1205 E Pike St.
loft63.com 
View over 60 pieces of local art by 6 local artists, 
featuring abstract and geometric abstract on canvas 
or wood, local photography, and mid century modern 
inspired art - many pieces are priced affordably! 
30c HyBrid Space
1205 E. Pike Street Suite 2D  206-267-9277
www.hybridarc.com
”Keyword Cow” feat. Studio Refugio (Gina Gage) The 
studiorefugio collaborative investigates the relationship 
between image and word. Join us for textural 
abstractions that melt into everyday imagery via video 
and collage work.
33 Cafe Pettirosso
1101 E Pike St. 206-324-2233
pettirossoseattle.com
”Places of Interest” Oil paintings by local amp manufacturer 
& musician Benjamin Verellen. Broadening his artistic scope 
beyond his bands, Ben was inspired by the scenery found 
outside the tour van window and around his home in the 
Pacific Northwest.

34 Retrofit Home
1103 E. Pike St. 206-568-4663
ww.retrofithome.com
Featuring the best in great, local, affordable art, with 
a champagne reception during art walk. 
35 Cupcake Royale
1111 E. Pike St. 206-784-2990
www.cupcakeroyale.com

36 Vermillion
1508 11th Ave. 206-709-9797
www.vermillionseattle.com
This month Vermillion will have a Group Exhibit 
featuring local artists.
37 Northwest Film Forum 
1515 12th Ave  206-329-2629
www.nwfilmforum.org
”Cine-meme” Youtube lolcats meet high art films in 
a durational, live video mashup of the best of internet 
ephemera and avant-garde cinema. Wander around, 
grab a drink, hang out in the lobby. Curated by Amber 
Cortes, videos live-mixed by Edward Wolcher. w/special 
musical guest.
38 Blue Cone Studios
1520 11th Ave, Door B
Come see our first kiln firing! “Dirty Plates, Clay 
Pipes, and other Erotica” Also featuring Mark Meuller 
opening his portion of the studio for the first time 
since we arrived! Nibbles, tunes, and art from 5–9.
39 12th Ave Arts
1620 12th Ave. 
Art walk Happy Hour 5–6pm! Beverages available at our 
lobby bar. Start your art walk here and check out the 
upstairs gallery show Derationalized by James Love and 
the new Koi Pond mural by 179 in the downstairs hall. 
40 Aria Salon
1318 B E. Pine St. 206-568-3545
www.ariasalon.com
William Brand. A series of massive, stylized portraits 
of women, each measuring six feet tall, inspired by art 
nouveau flyers from the turn of the nineteenth century.
41 Artist Trust 
1835 12th Ave  206-467-8734
www.artisttrust.org
Join Artist Trust’s Happy Hour 4:30–6pm to celebrate 
the amazing artists who donated to our 2016 Benefit 
Art Auction! Raise a glass to the artists, meet staff, and 
chat with peers before heading off to enjoy the rest of 
the walk.
42 InArtsNW
1633 17th Ave.
facebook.com/pages/inartsnw/256886012461
”the heartbreak science [af]fair”. This 2nd annual affair 
includes a video and live cooking performance, local 
artists, live installations, music & great gifts right before 
Valentine’s Day. Feb 11th AND 13th, 6-10pm.
43 Station 7
400 15th Ave E  206-466-6778
station7seattle.com
New Work by Brooke Westlund. The mixed media 
abstract paintings are full of vibrancy and presence, 
and are the result of time she spends in her Pike Place 
Market studio with her materials, music and ideas.
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5 upcake o ale
1111 . ike t. 206 84 2 0
www.cupcakero ale.com

6 ermillion
1508 11t e. 206 0
www. ermillionseattle.com
This month Vermillion will have a roup xhibit featur-
ing local artists.

ort west ilm orum
1515 12t e 206 2 262
www.nwfilmforum.org
“Cine-meme” Youtube lolcats meet high art films in a 
durational, live video mashup of the best of internet 
ephemera and avant-garde cinema. Wander around, 
grab a drink, hang out in the lobby. Curated by Amber 
Cortes, videos live-mixed by dward Wolcher. With 
special musical guest.

8 lue one tu ios
1520 11t e oor
Come see our first kiln firing! “Dirty Plates, Clay Pipes, 
and other rotica” Also featuring ark euller opening 
his portion of the studio for the first time since we 
arrived! Nibbles, tunes, and art from 5-9pm.

12t e rts
1620 12t e.
Art walk Happy Hour 5-6pm! Beverages available at 
our lobby bar. tart your art walk here and check out 
the upstairs gallery show Derationalized by James 
Love and the new Koi Pond mural by 179 in the 

downstairs hall. 

40 ria alon
1 18 . ine t. 206 568 545
www.ariasalon.com
William Brand. A series of massive, stylized portraits 
of women, each measuring six feet tall, inspired by art 
nouveau flyers from the turn of the nineteenth century.

41 rtist rust
18 5 12t e 206 46 8 4
www.artisttrust.org
Join Artist Trust’s Happy Hour 4:30-6pm to celebrate 
the amazing artists who donated to our 2016 BeneFit 
Art Auction! Raise a glass to the artists, meet staff, and 
chat with peers before heading off to en oy the rest of 
the walk.

42 n rts
16 1 t e.
facebook.com/pages/inartsnw/256886012461
“the heartbreak science [af]fair”. This 2nd annual affair 
includes a video and live cooking performance, local 
artists, live installations, music  great gifts right before 
Valentine’s Day. Feb 11th AND 13th, 6-10pm.

4 tation
400 15t e 206 466 6 8
station seattle.com
New Work by Brooke Westlund. The mixed media 
abstract paintings are full of vibrancy and presence, 
and are the result of time she spends in her Pike Place 

arket studio with her materials, music and ideas.

http://www.cafepresseseattle.com/
http://www.soicapitolhill.com/
http://www.brianhuie.com/
http://www.saintjohnsseattle.com/
http://www.refreshdesserts.com/
http://www.capitolcider.com/
http://www.nwfilmforum.org/
http://www.ariasalon.com/
http://www.artisttrust.org/
http://centuryballroom.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/Art
http://capitolhillartwalk.com/
http://beyondvape.com/
http://broadcastcoffee.com/
http://www.pineboxbar.com/
http://www.artprimoseattle.com/
http://www.trueloveart.com/
http://ediesshoes.com/
http://www.creativeblueprint.ca/
http://liveluma.com/
http://gilbertphoto.com/
http://www.framecentral.com/
http://www.caffevita.com/
http://facebook.com/TheFactorySeattle
http://www.vermillionseattle.com/
http://www.nwfilmforum.org/
http://ale.com/
http://ermillionseattle.com/
http://facebook.com/pages/inartsnw/256886012461
http://seattle.com/
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three musicians from the East Coast—alto 
saxophonist Matana Roberts, bassoonist 
Leslie Ross, and vocalist Carol Genetti—and 
11 Washington-based improvisers (including 
trumpeter Leslie Dalaba, saxophonist Kate 
Olson, bassist John Seman, and guitarist 
Dennis Rea), SIMF places them in different 
duo and quartet configurations through-
out the three-day event. Given Wayward’s 
longstanding curatorial excellence, you 
can expect exciting surprises galore. Go in 
with an open mind and prepare for it to be 
blown. (Chapel Performance Space, Feb 4-6, 
$5-$15 donation) DAVE SEGAL

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com

PERFORMANCE

That’swhatshesaid
 DON’T MISS  Erin Pike has been workshop-
ping and previewing this one-person show 
since 2014, but now she’s got it right where 
she wants it. That’swhatshesaid features Pike 
performing playwright Courtney Meaker’s 
dramatic collage of the women’s parts of 
dialogues drawn from the most-produced 
plays in the United States. The fact that Pike 
spends a lot of her time putting on and 
removing clothing during this performance 
says a lot about the roles available to women 
in the theater. PS: As a nod to the wage gap 
between men and women, price of entry is 
determined by dude-ness. “Dudes” must pay 
$20, while “non-dudes” pay $15. (Gay City, 
Feb 4-7, 8 pm, $15/$20) RICH SMITH

We also recommend…

THEATER

The Birds: Strawberry Theatre Workshop 
at 12th Avenue Arts, Thurs-Sat & Mon, 7:30 
pm, $36, through Feb 20
Constellations: Seattle Repertory Theatre, 
Wed-Sun, $34-$67, through Feb 27
The Dead Man on the Drugstore Floor 
(And How He Got There): Rendezvous, Fri 
Feb 5, 7:30 pm, $25, 21+
Disgraced: Seattle Repertory Theatre, 7:30 
pm, $39-$90, through Feb 6
The Last Five Years: Second Story Reper-
tory, Redmond, Thurs-Sat, 8 pm, $27, 
through Feb 14
The Motherfucker with the Hat: Wash-
ington Ensemble Theatre at 12th Avenue 
Arts, 7:30 pm, $25, through Feb 5

DANCE

reSET: Washington Ensemble Theatre at 
12th Avenue Arts, Feb 4-5, 10 pm, $10
Roméo et Juliette: McCaw Hall, Fri-Sat, 
$37-$187, through Feb 14
Trisha Brown: In Plain Site: Seattle Art 
Museum, Sat Feb 6, 2-3 pm, free

COMEDY

Adam Sandler, David Spade, Norm Mac-
Donald, and Rob Schneider: Paramount 
Theatre, Tues Feb 9, 7:30 pm
Collide-O-Scope: Re-bar, Monday Feb 8, 
6:30-11 pm, $7, 21+
Comedy Nest Open Mic: Rendezvous, Tues 
Feb 9, 8 pm, $5
David Cross: Making America Great 
Again!: Moore Theatre, Wed Feb 3, 8 and 
10:30 pm, $22.50/$32.50
The Gay Uncle Time: Rendezvous, Wed 
Feb 3, 7 pm, $5
Weird and Awesome with Emmett 
Montgomery: Annex Theatre, Sun Feb 7, 
7:30 pm, $10

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

QUEER

Spin the Bottle
 DON’T MISS  For nearly 20 years, Spin the 
Bottle has been keeping it weird at Annex 
Theatre with performances ranging from 
theater to music to dance to poetry to film to 
“miscellaneous.” The wild ride continues this 
month with our favorite wild-creature drag 
queen, Arson Nicki, who always manages 
to drop jaws as she’s dropping her drawers. 
Joining her onstage for a strange variety 
show are the Totally Solid Gold Dancers, a 
troupe of amateurs who’ve been learning 
how to dance “on the job,” as well as some 
“original smut” by Cole Hornaday, and a 
smattering of local poets and musicians. The 
evening is hosted by the Libertinis, “Seattle’s 
sexiest inter-arts gang,” which is definitely 
the best kind of gang to run into on a dark 
and stormy night. (Annex Theatre, Fri Feb 5, 
11 pm, $10) MATT BAUME

We also recommend…

Bearaoke: Cuff, Tues Feb 8, 8 pm, free, 21+
Cuff Country Fridays: Cuff, Fri Feb 5, 7 
pm, free, 21+
Fetish Night: My Bloody Valentine: CC 
Attle’s, Sat Feb 6, 8 pm, free
I Hate Karaoke: Pony, Tues Feb 9, 9 pm, 
free, 21+
Jewelry Store Night: Pony, Thurs Feb 4, 9 
pm, free
Lush Us: Gay City Arts Showcase: Town 
Hall, Sat Feb 6, 7 pm, $25
Mimosas with Mama: Narwhal, Sun Feb 7, 
1 pm, $25
Robbie Turner’s Playground: R Place, Wed 
Feb 3, free, 21+
Wildrose Karaoke: Wildrose, Wed Feb 3, 
free, 21+

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com

WEED

Cannabis Friendly 
Yoga and Sound 
Bath
 DON’T MISS  Prior to this class, my favorite 
way to go to yoga was to tell people I was 
going to yoga and instead go to a bar next 
to the yoga studio. In addition to being a 
die-hard yoga avoider, I tend to be an anx-
ious, overly analytical stoner, which made the 
thought of doing stoned yoga with a bunch 
of strangers exceptionally terrifying. Rather 
than being terrifying, the experience is an 
impossibly welcoming one. The kitchen is 
stocked with tea and snacks, everything you 
need to do yoga that you would definitely 
forget if left to your own devices is provided, 
and Joel the instructor does his utmost to 
create the most nonjudgmental, “it’s okay 
to suck at yoga” environment possible. My 
previous experience with yoga only con-
firmed what I already knew: A lifetime of 
skateboarding was a poor choice. My ankles 
sound like a bowl of Rice Krispies right after 
you pour milk on them and my hip flexors 
don’t really flex, among other woes. Being 
stoned, rather than making me a paranoid 
wreck, made all those hurty things hurt less 
and allowed me to have the relaxing, melt-
into-the-floor kind of experience that all my 
yoga-loving friends rave about. It only took 
10 years and some strong weed, but I finally 
get it. (Yogasmith, Wed Feb 3, 7:30 pm, $25) 
TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE

We also recommend…

Sex and Cannabis: Babeland, Fri Feb 5, 7 
pm, free

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com

THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE

http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MOE BAR & ETIX.COM
NEUMOS.COM — THE BARBOZA.COM – MOEBARSEATTLE.COM — PIKESTFISHFRY.COM

925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE

SATURDAY 3/5
NEUMOS & CHBP PRESENT:

GOLDLINK X SANGO
8PM DOORS || ALL AGES, BAR WITH ID

SATURDAY 3/12
NEUMOS & KEXP PRESENT:

THE FLAVR BLUE 
8PM DOORS || ALL AGES, BAR WITH ID 

WEDNESDAY 3/9 

THE REVIVALISTS
8PM DOORS || 21+  

2200 2ND AVE H CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE
H MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM H

2/4
THURSDAY

The Crocodile & ReignCity Present::

Stick Figure “Set In Stone Tour”  
@ The Neptune Theatre
Fortunate Youth, Katastro
All Ages

2/4
THURSDAY

KAFANA BALKAN: Brass Roots  
Dance Party ft: Ismail Lumanovski &  
Inspector Gadje Balkan Brass
Orkestar Zirkonium, DJ Zeljko
21+

2/5
FRIDAY

JK Pop
DJ Bish, Baby Love Crash, DJ Hojo (Customs)
All Ages

2/6
SATURDAY

Show Brazil Presents: The 22nd Annual:

Brazilian Carnaval with
Eduardo Mendonça & Show Brazil!
Tambor E Cordas, Dance Workshop
21+

2/6
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Present::

Panic is Perfect & Anya Marina
@ The Sunset
21+

UP & COMING EVERY MONDAY & TUESDAY LIQUID COURAGE KARAOKE  2/7 SUPERBOWL PARTY  
2/9 MEAT WAVE @ THE SUNSET 2/10 G. LOVE & SPECIAL SAUCE 2/12 PENGUIN PRISON 2/13 JUKEBOX THE 
GHOST 2/15 THE DONKEYS @ THE SUNSET 2/16 EMO NIGHT 2/18 JANEANE GAROFALO 2/19 PALEHOUND 
2/19 HAYWYRE 2/20 ROCK LOTTERY 2/25 LARRY JUNE 2/26 BARCELONA 2/27 DREW HOLCOMB  

FE
AT

UR
ED

Wed 3/2
LE1F 

Mon 3/7
ANDREA  
GIBSON  

@ TOWN HALL

Thu 3/31
DENZEL 
CURRY

http://etix.com/
http://neumos.com/
http://barboza.com/
http://moebarseattle.com/
http://pikestfishfry.com/
http://thecrocodile.com/
http://www.thecrocodile.com/
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WEDNESDAY 2/3

Julia Holter, Circuit des Yeux
(Columbia City Theater) Nobody has a voice 
like Circuit des Yeux’s Haley Fohr. It’s her 
most distinctive characteristic, because few 
women sing in a lower register. Though 
there’s nothing sinister about her style, it 
can prove unsettling to fi rst-time listeners. 
As her baritone mingles with guitar, synths, 
and strings, however, it all comes together. 
A good place to start: “Dream of TV” from 
last year’s In Plain Speech, where she starts 
in a subterranean place before ending some-
where in the ether. Like a journey with an 

unknown destination, it’s disorienting, but 
rewarding. Headliner Julia Holter also began 
as an experimental composer before moving 
into a more accessible realm, to the extent 
that MOJO magazine proclaimed the lovely, 
languorous Have You in My Wilderness the 
best album of 2015. KATHY FENNESSY

The Soft Moon, Sextile
(Barboza) Pity Luis Vasquez, aka Oakland 
post-punk outfi t the Soft Moon. He was all 
set to open for legendary industrial metal-
punk outfi t Killing Joke on their fi rst US tour 
in years. Too bad Killing Joke canceled at the 
last minute. Vasquez is seeing the tour out 

and, god damn it, he’s worth seeing on his 
own. There’s enough menace in his dance 
beats to give the PVC pants crowd some-
thing to vibe on, and enough texture to give 
everyone else something to get lost in. Word 
on the street is that his light show is pretty 
stellar, as well. JOSEPH SCHAFER

THURSDAY 2/4

MOTOR: Patricia, Simic, 
Apartment Fox, DJ Slow
(Kremwerk) Brooklyn producer Patricia (in 
actuality a man named Max Ravitz) returns 
to MOTOR, Seattle’s headiest experimental 

dance-music event, to wreak more havoc. 
His distortion-laden tracks cast a brilliantly 
morbid shadow on the dance fl oor, emitting 
vaporous, dank atmospheres over beats that 
hit hard and sometimes rupture techno’s 
time-honored 4/4 grid. His latest release on 
Opal Tapes, Bem Inventory, abounds with 
the sort of grim, groovy techno that stirs 
positive responses in club environments not 
catering to LCD norms. We’re for the dark, 
as Badfi nger sang. Portland’s Apartment Fox 
released the Traded Structures EP last year 
on the MOTOR label, and it’s one of the 
smoother, more psychedelic efforts on that 

THINGS TO DO MUSICMUSIC Noteworthy Shows This Week
strangerthingstodo.com  @SEAshows

Continued

Julia Holter
Wed Feb 3 at Columbia City Theater

TONJE_THILESEN

http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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Saturday, February 6
RYAN SICKLER
Mick Betancourt

7PM, $16-$20

Sunday, February 7
Hope Linden presents::

LOUDMOUTH CUNTS
Host: Maddie Downes,  

Marita DeLeon,  
RACHEL LEIGH,  
Tiffany Greysen,  

Deep Lez,  
Rachel Walls

7PM, $5

Wednesday, February 17
Silk Tease Burlesque Presents: 

WICKED WEDNESDAY
7PM, $12-$15

Thursday, February 18
VHS - VIOLENT 

HUMAN SYSTEM
Dead Bars
Topless, 
 Solar

9PM, $10

Saturday, February 20
AHAT Washington presents:

AHAT
8PM, $15

www.highlineseattle.com
210 Broadway Ave E • 21+

Dinner service everyday 5-11pm

Wed 
2/3 
8pm

THE CITY HALL
The Co-Founder,
& Guests - $7

Thu 
2/4 
9pm

RUBEDO (Denver)
Chris King & 
The Gutterballs,
Endo Glen,
& Holophrase

Fri 
2/5  
9pm

DUG 
Rare Funk
Dance Party - $7

Sat 
2/6 
9pm

C’EST LA MORT
Tender Age,
Blackpool
Astronomy,
Charlatan & DJ 

TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK,
TWITTER & TUMBLR

Sat February 20 
PDX INDIE ROCK

QUASI
SALLY TIMMS (OF THE MEKONS), 

SUN FOOT  9PM - $16/$18

Thu February 4 
MN REGGAE-TRONIC DUB

JON WAYNE & 
THE PAIN
THE HOOKY’S , STAY GROUNDED

8PM - $10

Fri February 5
ATHENS PSYCH COUNTRY

FUTUREBIRDS
SUSTO, GREY WAVES

9PM - $10/$12

Tue February 9
FAT TUESDAY MARDI 
GRASPECTACULAR

TUBALUBA
ELEKTRAPOD, BLUBBER

8PM - $10/$12

Wed February 10
A TRIBUTE TO 
WOODY GUTHRIE
BABY GRAMPS, MASSY FERGUSON, 
COUNTRY DAVE, HOSTED BY IAN 

MOORE
8PM - $10

2/3 FRICTION PITCH  2/8 SQUARE DANCE 
2/11 TIMBRE BARONS  2/12 NITE WAVE  2/13 
MINIVAN MORRISON  2/14 JOSHUA DAVIS  2/17 
DIRTY RIVER BOYS  2/18 BRYAN JOHN APPLEBY

 
imprint. Seattle producer Simic (Ben Block) 
makes highbrow, high-impact techno that’s 
as satisfying to hear and to the point as 
his given name. DJ Slow is MOTOR’s secret 
weapon whose sets contain many of the 
same. DAVE SEGAL

Jay Lumen, Wesley Holmes, 
Mikey Mars, BBecks
(Q Nightclub) It’s tough for an electronic 
club to go head to head against the rugged 
experimentalists of MOTOR, but Q definitely 
deserves credit for booking Hungarian 
techno DJ/producer Jay Lumen (aka Csaba 
Lumnitzer). We don’t hear much club music 
from that Eastern European country, but 
anyone with releases on Drumcode, 100% 
Pure, and Relief is worth exploring. Lumen 
favors that urgent, ominous techno ap-
proach that’s been triggering endorphin 
spurts for more than 20 years; it’s dark yet 
kind of celebratory and triumphant in its 
way, and it makes the end of the world feel 
like a party. He also has a more commercial, 
house-oriented side, but the less said about 
that, the better. DAVE SEGAL

Kafana Balkan: Ismail Lumanovski, 
Inspector Gadje Balkan Brass, 
Orkestar Zirkonium, DJ Zeljko
(Crocodile) Balkan brass music, like its 
spiritual cousin steampunk, is an acquired 
taste. Will there be fedoras, suspenders, and 
dubious facial-hair decisions present at this 
show? Almost certainly. But don’t let hipster 
co-opting scare you away from what will 
most likely be a harmless evening of horn-
led hip-shaking. San Francisco’s Inspector 

Gadje Balkan Brass aren’t ashamed to be 
non-Romas performing the traditional music 
(“Gadje” is Roma for outsider), but turn 
in an incisive and respectful take on the 
genre. Seattle’s own Orkestar Zirkonium are 
well known to get asses moving with their 
raucous big-band interpretations of Balkan 
folk songs and dance numbers. I don’t know 
what kind of music this “DJ Zeljko” charac-
ter plays, but judging by the lineup, expect 
some brass. KYLE FLECK

FRIDAY 2/5

Research: Joey Anderson, Myte, Cody 
Morrison + Carlos Ruiz, Murdoc
(Kremwerk) The Research crew’s name isn’t 
a misnomer: They do the legwork to assure 
that you’ll do the footwork at their events. 
Their high-quality bookings continue with 
New Jersey’s Joey Anderson, who creates 
some of the modern era’s most interest-
ing and strange house music. In a genre 
not known for innovation or risk-taking at 
this late date, Anderson forges exhilarat-
ing tracks that knock hard in 4/4 time, but 
festoons them with the kind of distorted 
textures and bizarre tonalities more often 
heard in avant-garde jazz and astral-planing 
psych rock than in 21st-century house 
music. He’s not quite in Hieroglyphic Being’s 
league of outré weirdness, but Anderson 
is damn close to it. Vancouver’s Myte is an 
adept proponent of laid-back house and 
deep, dub-informed techno. She’s the Pla-
tonic ideal of a warm-up DJ, which is not a 
slight; that’s a serious, necessary skill. DAVE 
SEGAL

ICON: Lost Frequencies, Paul Dutton, 
Conner Thomas, Tony Apfelbeck
(Q Nightclub) There’s a moment that hap-
pens sometimes, in critical circles, where 
despite all the theoretical nay-saying you 
might be able to throw at a particularly egre-
gious, hacky track like “4 AM” by Kaskade, 
it “turns” you. Most people call this a guilty 
pleasure, but I’ve ceased to believe in the 
concept: It’s a cold, hermetic world out there, 
and sometimes you just have to surrender to 
those easy-flowing major chords, Ibiza-lite 
beats, and anonymous pop crooners. That 
being said, Belgium’s Lost Frequencies almost 
got me there: On tracks like “Reality” and 
“Are You with Me,” he approaches Jamie 
xx levels of innocuous and inoffensive nth-
gen house, but without xx’s occasional flair 
for hooks and about twice as much sugary, 
low-impact drum programming. It’s a shame, 
because he’s a talented producer, but these 
pastel-colored, bloodless indie-DJ tools don’t 
cut the mustard. KYLE FLECK

Act of Defiance, Children of Seraph, 
Fallen Angels, Mother Crone
(Funhouse) It’s been a crazy year and a half 
for Chris Broderick and Shawn Drover. They 
had been touring the world for years along-
side guitar legend Dave Mustaine in the 
current lineup of Megadeth—until one day 
in late 2014 when both members decided to 
give up the international dates and fame of 
playing in one of the biggest metal bands. 
Soon after, guitarist Matt Bachand and 
vocalist Henry Derek joined the pair to form 
Act of Defiance. The group’s 2015 release, 
Birth and the Burial, is a blistering breath of 
fresh air, featuring a more aggressive style 
of metal that showcases their chops as more 
than just mega-talented ex-Megadudes. 
KEVIN DIERS

SATURDAY 2/6

Black Sabbath
(Tacoma Dome, all ages) Some bands will 

never stop being cool. Even though well-

dressed and idealess imitators keep eroding 

the institution of massive 1970s rock bands, 

Black Sabbath are still awesome. The satanic 

imagery, Tony Iommi’s riffs, Geezer Butler’s 

hysterical bass lines, and Ozzy Osbourne’s 

paranoid caterwaul—they all just work 

together as a seamless whole, and neither 

Ozzy’s reality show nor officially licensed 

shirts at Walmart have stymied that fact. 

But for how long? The writing may be on 

the wall, and to that end, Black Sabbath are 

bringing their supposedly final tour here. 

Praise Satan, they’re even playing deep cuts 

like “Hand of Doom.” JOSEPH SCHAFER

Super Furry Animals, Dead Meadow
(Neptune, all ages) Think of Super Furry 

Animals as the Welsh Blur. Gruff Rhys and 

company are Britpop traditionalists, but 

they slightly alter the template. They value 

melody but also love to throw in weird 

textures and playful sound effects into 

their classicist tunes. They’re not a dance 

band, per se, but some of their grooves 

are righteous enough to segue with some 

of Beck’s funkier cuts—especially on SFA’s 

last album, 2009’s Dark Days/Light Years. 

That record’s “Crazy Naked Girls” sounds 

like a glam-funk jam that’s too flamboy-

ant even for Midnite Vultures. Anyway, it’s 

been almost a seven-year hiatus for SFA, so 

it should be interesting to see if they can 

recapture their old quirky fire—and maybe 

they’ll even drop some new material on us. 

DAVE SEGAL

THINGS TO DO MUSIC

http://www.highlineseattle.com/
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NECTAR LOUNGE

412 N 36th St
206.632.2020

www.nectarlounge.com

EVERY MONDAY: MO JAM
2.18 HAPPY ORCHESTRA/  
 INDUSTRIAL REVELATION
2.19 DEAD PREZ
2.20 RABBIT WILDE (LP RELEASE)
2.23 SCARFACE
2.24 EARPHUNK
2.25 BLADES-SKERIK-COE
2.26 DEADPHISH ORCHESTRA
2.27 TRL
2.28 BEACON /  
 NATASHA KMETO
3.4  MARK FARINA
3.5  DEAD WINTER CARPENTERS
3.6  PROTOJE
3.10 YO MAMA’S BIG 
 FAT BOOTY BAND
3.11 YPPAH / MANATEE COMMUNE
3.12 CLINTON FEARON
3.18 DIMOND SAINTS
3.19 JAI HO! HOLI HAI 
3.20 RED BARAAT
3.23 LIL SMOKIES 
 TROUT STEAK REVIVAL 
3.24 SKERIK’S BANDALABRA
3.25 SAMMY J
3.26 ETHAN TUCKER BAND
3.29 MOBB DEEP  
3.31 THE MAIN SQUEEZE
4.1 THE MOTHER HIPS
4.2 BOWIEVISION
4.7 ONRY OZZBORN  
4.8 QUANTIC (LIVE BAND)
4.16 BRENT AMAKER  
 & THE RODEO
4.22 LYRICS BORN
5.27 POLECAT /    
 POOR MAN’S WHISKEY

2.4 Thursday (Electro-Pop)
VICCI MARTINEZ
Will Jordan, Craymer

2.5 Friday (Rock / Electro / Funk)
ACORN PROJECT
w/ Da Beckoning

2.6 Saturday ((Bhangra / Dance / EDM)
JAI HO! DANCE PARTY
5 year Anniversary  
Hosted by Prashant - Singer, Dancer, DJ

2.9 Fat Tuesday (Latin/Funk)
MARMALADE 
+ THE CUMBIEROS
VamoLá Brazilian Drum & Dance

2.10 Wednesday (Jam Band)
TERRAPIN FLYER
Feat. MELVIN SEALS (of JGB)
& MARK KARAN (Rat Dog)

2.11 Thursday (Funk / Hip-Hop)
VOKAB KOMPANY - No Cover
The Quick & Easy Boys, DBST

2.12 Friday 
MOTOPONY
The Maldives, Vaudeville Etiquette

2.13 Saturday (Hip-Hop)
ONRY OZZBORN’S 
VISUAL ALBUM DEBUT OF “DUO”
P.O.S. (of Doomtree), Grayskul 
Kimya Dawson, Rob Sonic (of Hail Mary 
Mallon),  Heddie Leonne, DJ Graves 33

2.14 Sunday (Indie Rock)
CHASTITY BELT
Lemolo, Iji

Logic, Dizzy Wright
(Showbox Sodo, all ages) There’s an inspir-
ing and strangely old-school arc to the 
life story of Maryland-born and raised MC 
Logic (known to his mother as Sir Robert 
Bryson Hall II, and/or Young Sinatra, thank 
you very much): Coming from a broken 
home wracked by crack cocaine, the rapper 
dropped out of high school and devoted his 
life to the craft, pumping out mixtapes and 
amassing a not-insignificant East Coast fan 
base in the process. These days, the 26-year-
old is signed to Def Jam and collaborating 
with the likes of Big Sean and Childish Gam-
bino: a true bootstrap gripper if ever there 
was one. Sound-wise, Logic carves a middle 
path between Drake’s bruised emo swagger 
and peak-era No-I.D.’s chopped soul, creat-
ing a mid-’00s throwback vibe that mirrors 
Logic’s hard-fought victories slanging tapes 
out of trunks. The kid is alright. KYLE FLECK

It’s a New Orleans Thing: A 
Tribute to Allen Toussaint
(Royal Room, all ages) There are few folks 
with the cultural stature of Mr. Allen Tous-
saint. For more than 50 years, he wrote, 
produced, and arranged while continuing 
as a working musician with and for, well, 
everybody who was anybody in the music 
biz. He began his career in New Orleans at 
age 17 and was soon sussing out talent and 
producing for local labels. He also produced 
many of the songs that became the founda-
tions of rock and soul music. As his catalog 
is one of the deepest, it’s easy to imagine 
how amazing this tribute party will be. This 
celebration is also timed to coincide with 
Marti Gras weekend (WOOT!) and will be 

featuring local players Jeff Fielder, Michael 
Stegner, Skerik, Sarah Rudinoff, Andy Stoller, 
Eric Eagle, Naomi Siegel, Thaddeus Turner, 
and more. MIKE NIPPER

Panic Is Perfect, Anya Marina
(Sunset) Now that pop seems to be just fine 
with everyone, it’s becoming harder and 
harder to delineate the intersection of re-
ally good, smart pop and more interesting 
sounds and shapes. Anya Marina makes the 
good kind of pop—the kind that sounds like 
a crafty choice, as opposed to a last resort. 
Her new album, Paper Plane, explores the 
pop spectrum, at times like Cheap Trick 
fronted by Blossom Dearie, at others conjur-
ing the twee multiverse of the Softies, Tiger 
Trap, bis, etc. It’s a real pleasure to find music 
that satisfies your sweet tooth and doesn’t 
leave you feeling like you just ingested a bel-
lyful of empty calories. SEAN NELSON

Charlatan, C’est la Mort, Tender 
Age, Blackpool Astronomy
(Lo-Fi) Charlatan clearly didn’t heed my 
advice to change his nom de musique, as the 
moniker’s been used by electronic musician 
Brad Rose for almost a decade. Nonetheless, 
Seattle’s Charlatan (aka Chicago transplant 
Omar Rashan) just dropped his sophomore 
album, Supermax, on Midwest Action, and 
it’s another good one. On his 2013 self-titled 
album, Charlatan made a boldly abrasive 
style of shoegaze rock that used drum 
machines, guitar feedback, and boisterously 
sullen vocals like a certain Scottish group 
whose name contains two biblical figures. 
Supermax refines that black-leather-jacketed 
approach and brings the gloomily radiant 

melodies into sharper relief. The effect is not 
so much Psychocandy as it is Automatic and 
Honey’s Dead. DAVE SEGAL

SUNDAY 2/7

Ultra Violent Rays, 
NAVVI, Beatrix Sky
(High Dive) Black shades, low-light music 
videos, Bukowski quotes on their Twitter 
page—what Los Angeles duo Ultra Violent 
Rays lack in musical output, they make up for 
in image. The three songs they have officially 
released are a perfect distillation of their 
projected style; bassist/loop operator/vocal-
ist Cooper Gillespie and drummer/sequencer 
Greg Gordon have taken a sharp, pop-scented 
pen to their gothtronica sketches, and come 
out with something tight yet stylish, and are 
reportedly sitting on a new EP’s-worth of 
material. Throw in the criminally underrated 
Seattle duo NAVVI and emerging dream-wave 
Olympia artist Beatrix Sky, and you’ve got a bill 
full of artists on their way up. TODD HAMM

Eyelids, Tommy Keene, Zebra Hunt
(Sunset) If you like music played by humans 
with guitars and brains, you’re unlikely to 
happen upon a better three-band bill than 
this trifecta of power-pop prowess. Port-
land’s Eyelids and Seattle’s Zebra Hunt sound 
a bit like distant relations, paying homage to 
different facets of the indie-guitar-pop gem, 
with Tommy Keene—the consummate well-
kept secret with three decades of sweet, sad, 
unsung masterpieces in his discography—at 
the head of the table. Those who still think 
of heartsick melodic rock as sacramental 
should prepare for a feast. SEAN NELSON

MONDAY 2/8

Monday, Monday, can’t trust that day.

TUESDAY 2/9

Jordan O’Jordan, Mal De 
Fleur, Night Cadet
(Chop Suey) Who says romance is dead? 
These three acts, in the more intimate front 
room of Chop Suey—aka the Den—will be 
sweetly romantic whether you like it or not. 
Night Cadet’s lush, orchestral dream pop 
will make you starry-eyed, especially when 
their violinist starts playing. Mal De Fleur, 
a cabaret-style chanteuse, will enchant you 
with her soaring verse, sung almost exclu-
sively in French. Then, after these two acts 
are done tugging on your heartstrings, Jor-
dan O’Jordan will warm your heart with his 
pretty Midwestern-charmed folk music (he 
can even make a banjo sound fancy-pants-
poetic!). KELLY O

Rare Air: Visible Cloaks, Incidental 
Music, DJ Explorateur
(Q Nightclub) It’s time once again to bust 
out your picnic blankets, mild hallucinogens, 
and maybe a kaleidoscope or three. The 
pioneering ambient/experimental night Rare 
Air returns to Q for a particularly strong 
showing this evening, headlined by Port-
land’s Visible Cloaks, a DJ set by Incidental 
Music, and led off by cofounder/eclectic 
eccentric extraordinaire DJ Explorateur. Vis-
ible Cloaks are particularly promising, using 
found sounds and samples to stitch together 
impressionistic tapestries of postmodern 
melody and sonic apocrypha. Incidental 
Music are another Portland duo specializing 
in near-forgotten aural detritus and the digi-
tally damaged arcane—simpatico allegiances 
for the likes of Rare Air, certainly. As usual, 
addled and addictive visual stimulus will be 
provided by Christian Petersen, aka I Want 
You. KYLE FLECK

THINGS TO DO MUSIC

http://www.nectarlounge.com/
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may 11 
paramount theater

911 Pine St · Seattle, Wa · 7:30Pm ShoW · all ageS
ticketS available From ticketS.com

charge by Phone 877-784-4849
ticketS alSo  at Paramount theater box oFFice

saturday march 5  
tractor tavern

5213 ballard ave nW · Seattle, Wa · 21 & over
early 7:00Pm ShoW · late 11:00Pm ShoW

ticketS at ticketmaSter 
charge by Phone 1-800-745-3000

the next beSt 
thing to 

johnny 
cash

friday april 10  
neptune theatre
1303 northeaSt 45th St · Seattle , Wa

7:30Pm ShoW · all ageS
ticketS available From ticketS.com

charge by Phone 1-800-225-2277
ticketS  alSo  at  nePtune theatre box oFFice

february 3 
the  

triple 
door

216 union Street 
Seattle, Wa

7:30Pm ShoW
all ageS

ticketS online at 
thetriPledoor.net 

charge by Phone 
206-838-4333

simo · march 14 sunset tavern

saturday july 23 
showare center

625 W. JameS St · kent, Wa · 8:00Pm ShoW · all ageS 
ticketS  at ShoWare center box oFFice

online ticketS.ShoWarecenter.com · charge by Phone 253-856-6999

Show
tonite

http://tickets.com/
http://tickets.com/
http://thetripledoor.net/
http://tickets.showarecenter.com/
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➢ LIVE MUSIC ←
NEVER A COVER!

All Shows @ 9:30 PM

Thu 2/4    
DANNY GODINEZ   

Fri 2/5     
THE FIASCO 

Sat 2/6
AFTER LENS

JAZZ SHOW CASE 

2125 Queen Anne Ave N
206.283.4548

Every Tuesday
Open-Mic hosted by Levi Said

Every Wednesday
Two Buck Chuck

WED 2/3

LIVE MUSIC
a 88 KEYS Musicians’ Jam

 BARBOZA The Soft 
Moon, 8 pm, $15

BUCKLEY’S IN BELLTOWN 
Live Music: Guests, 8 pm

 COLUMBIA CITY 
THEATER Julia Holter, 
Circuit Des Yeux, 8 pm, $13

CROCODILE Mickey 
Avalon, 8 pm, $20

DARRELL’S TAVERN Open 
Mic: Guests, 9 pm, free

a EDMONDS CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS Riders in the Sky: 
A Tribute to Roy Rogers

HIGH DIVE Shawn Smith, 
guests

J&M CAFE The Lonnie 
Williams Band, 8 pm, free

 a JAZZ ALLEY Aurelio 
Martinez

a JAZZBONES Jon Wayne 
and the Pain, 8 pm, $7

KELLS Liam Gallagher

LO-FI City Hall, the 
Co-Founder, guests, $7

a NEPTUNE THEATRE Mike 
Gordon, 8 pm, $26/$28.50

OWL N’ THISTLE Justin and 
Guests: 9 pm, free

PARAGON Two Buck Chuck, 
8 pm, free

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Open Mic: 8:30 pm, free

SOUND CHECK BAR & 
GRILL Open Mic: Guests, 
8 pm

SUBSTATION Lino 
Fernandez, Spencer Carlson, 
Reilly Whiting, Paul Jenkins, 
8 pm

SUNSET TAVERN The 
4onthefloor, Black Beast 
Revival, 8 pm, $8

TRACTOR TAVERN Friction 
Pitch, the Knast, the Pro & 
the Con, 8 pm, $8

a TRIPLE DOOR Morgan 
James, 7:30 pm, $16

JAZZ
CONOR BYRNE Happy 
Orchestra, 9 pm

SARAJEVO LOUNGE Gypsy 
Jazz Music: 8 pm

SERAFINA Tim Kennedy, 
guests, 8 pm

TULA’S Smith/Staelens Big 
Band, 7 pm, $10

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Mike Owcharuk 
Trio, 6 pm

DJ
BALTIC ROOM Bollocks

CONOR BYRNE Rainier Soul 
Sounds: 9 pm, free

CONTOUR NuDe 
Wednesdays: Guests, 9 
pm, free

FOUNDATION Eptic, 10 
pm, $8.21

HAVANA Wicked & Wild

NEIGHBOURS Exposed: DJ 
Trent Von, DJ Dirty Bit

 PONY He’s a Rebel: 
Guests

Q NIGHTCLUB Nina Las 
Vegas, Losco, 9 pm, $11

STUDIO SEVEN Electric 
Wednesday: Guests

THURS 2/4

LIVE MUSIC
AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Ben 
Fleck, 6 pm, free

BARBOZA Waking Things, 
These Young Fools, 8 pm, $8

BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Happy Times Sad Times, 
Heather Thomas, Porn 
Bloopers, 9 pm

CAFE RACER The 
Cosmopolites, 9 pm

 COLUMBIA CITY 
THEATER The Best Open 
Mic Ever: Devin Sinha, 
Ayron Jones, Tobias the 
Owl, 7 pm, $8, guests, 7:30 
pm, free

CONOR BYRNE Song 

Sparrow Research, the 
Mondegreens, Rare 
Diagram, 9 pm, $8

 CROCODILE Kafana 
Balkan: Ismail Lumanovski, 
Inspector Gadje Balkan 
Brass, Orkestar Zirkonium, 
DJ Zeljko, 8 pm, $15

a CROSSROADS SHOPPING 
CENTER Open Mic: 6 pm, 
free

a DOWNPOUR BREWING 
Open Mic Night: Guests, 5 
pm, free

EL CORAZON Butterflies 
of Death, Project Wonder 
Bread, Van Brown, Sharp 
Horse Dick, guests, 9 pm, $8

GHOSTFISH BREWING 
COMPANY George Grissom, 
6 pm

 a GOOD SHEPHERD 
CENTER Seattle Improvised 
Music Festival: $5-$15 
donation

HIGH DIVE American 
Island, the Outer Vibe, the 
Pro-Nouns, 8:30 pm, $8

J&M CAFE True Romans, 8 
pm, free

a JAZZ ALLEY Mark 
Hummel’s Harmonica 
Blowout: Guests, Feb 4-7, 
7:30 pm, $34.50

KELLS Liam Gallagher

 KREMWERK MOTOR: 
Patricia, Simic, Apartment 
Fox, DJ Slow, 9 pm, $12

LITTLE RED HEN Country 
Dave & the Pickin’ Crew, 9 
pm, $3

LO-FI Rubedo, Chris King 
& the Gutterballs, Holo 
Phrase, Endo Glen, $7

THE MIX Yada Yada Blues 
Band, 9 pm, free

NECTAR Vicci Martinez, 
Will Jordan, Craymer, 8 pm, 
$15/$17

a NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Stick Figure, Fortunate 
Youth, Katastro, 8 pm, 
$14.50/$16.50

a NEUMOS the Knocks, 

Cardiknox, Go Periscope, 
7:30 pm, $15

PARAGON Danny Godinez

PARLIAMENT TAVERN 
Sweet Jesus, Other Matt 
Clark, Graham Macrea, 
8 pm

a THE ROYAL ROOM Low 
Tones, 8 pm, Hereward, 
Verifyhuman, 8 pm, $10/$12

SCRATCH DELI Music Open 
Mic: Free

SEAMONSTER Marmalade, 
10 pm

SHOWBOX SODO Troye 
Sivan, 8 pm, $26.25

a THE SHOWBOX Lettuce, 
7:30 pm, $22/$25

SUBSTATION A Benefit for 
Ollie: Guests

SUNSET TAVERN Kris 
Orlowski, Tim Wilson, Nick 
Foster, 9 pm, $15

TRACTOR TAVERN Jon 
Wayne and the Pain, the 
Hookys, Stay Grounded, 8 
pm, $10

JAZZ
 BARCA Jazz at Barca: Phil 

Sparks Trio, Adam Kessler, 
guests, 9 pm, free

a MAXIMILIEN IN THE 
MARKET Rouge, 5 pm

OSTERIA LA SPIGA Jazz at 
La Spiga: Guests, 7 pm

PINK DOOR Bric-a-Brac: 
8 pm

a SHUGA JAZZ BISTRO 
Chris James Quartet, 7 
pm, free

a TRIPLE DOOR Dave 
Weckl, 7:30 pm, $28-$35

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Tim Kennedy, 
Casey MacGill, 5:30 pm

DJ
BALLROOM Throwback 
Thursdays: DJ Tamm of KISS 
fm, 9 pm

BALTIC ROOM Sugar Beat: 
DJ Bret Law, $3

CONTOUR Jaded: Guests

THINGS TO DO MUSICMUSIC
All the Shows Happening This Week
strangerthingstodo.com    @SEAshows    

 = Recommended    a = All Ages

BYO-BOOBY

W hen you throw a party and tell people it’s “BYOB,” and someone shows up with a 
bag of these. Well, I have NO WORDS (except maybe “brilliant!”). That is all. KELLY O

KELLY O

DRUNK OF THE WEEK

http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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Wednesday’sTuesday Night

WEEKLY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE

COMING UP NEXT

COMING UP NEXT

925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
MOE BAR & ETIX.COM

NEUMOS.COM — THE BARBOZA.COM
MOEBARSEATTLE.COM — PIKESTFISHFRY.COM

THURSDAY 2/25
BRASS MONKEYS + 

ALL4DORAS
FRIDAY 2/26

BASIA BULAT 
THE WEATHER STATION 

FRIDAY 3/4
AUDIO SOCIAL DISSENT 2016 

FT. WOLF EYES  
+ TIMMY’S ORGANISM + VIDEO

SATURDAY 3/5
ELEANOR FRIEDBERGER 

ICEWATER + ZEBRA HUNT

JUST ANNOUNCED! SATURDAY 3/12
HIGH HIGHS

SATURDAY 2/6
NIGHT SHIFT AT NEUMOS 

FT. EDEN HAGOS (SOULECTION) 

WEDNESDAY 2/10
THE BIRD AND THE BEE 

WENDY WANG + WHITNEY LYMAN

SATURDAY 2/13
DANCING ON THE  

VALENTINE 11
FT. FLY MOON ROYALTY AND MORE!

SUNDAY 2/14
THE BUDOS BAND

TUESDAY 2/16
THE DREAM 

FOUR COLOR ZACK + DJ DELVE + BEEBA  

SATURDAY 2/20 
THE CAVE SINGERS 

CURRENT SWELL

TUESDAY 2/23
PARQUET COURTS

JUST ANNOUNCED! SATURDAY 3/26
GEOGRAPHER  

+ THE CROOKES
JUST ANNOUNCED! SATURDAY 4/2
THE JOY FORMIDABLE 

EVERYTHING EVERYTHING

ALL SHOWS / ALL AGES BAR W/ID UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

 JUST OFF 1ST AVE SOUTH - 110 S. HORTON
More Info 206-286-1312 or www.studioseven.us

SAT 2/6 5PM 
SKATE MALOLEY & DEREK LUH

TUE 2/9 7PM 
NERVOSA
FRI 2/12  7PM

BELLS OF SEVILLE
THU 3/3  6:30PM 

 THE BREATHER
FOREVERMORE /MY ENEMIES AND I

SAT 3/12 7PM
AFTERMATH TOUR

BLOOD ON THE DANCE FLOOR 
THU 3/17 7PM 

KILLER BEE FROM (SWEDEN) 
FRI 3/ 18 7PM

“THE ULTIMATE GUITAR EXPERIENCE”
FEAT. LEGENDARY SCORPIONS GUITARIST

ULI JON ROTH
THU 3/24 7PM
Y & T

WED  3/30  6:30PM
THE CONTORTIONIST

MONUMENTS / ENTHEOS / SLEEPMAKESWAVES
SAT 4/9  7:30PM

PAT TRAVERS
UP AND COMING:  2/26 CANNON AND THE LION 
OF JUDAH 3/23 COUNTERPARTS 4/6 INTERVALS
4/12 THOUGHT VOMIT 4/17  FILTER 4/28 BULLETBOYS

 HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama: DJ Nitty Gritty, DJ 
Sad Bastard, free

JAZZBONES College Night: 
DJ Christyle, 9 pm

 KREMWERK MOTOR: 
Patricia, Simic, Apartment 
Fox, DJ Slow, 9 pm, $12

 MERCURY Sex.Wave: 
Guests, 9 pm, $3/$5

NEIGHBOURS Revolution: 
DJ Marty Mar, Michael Kutt

OHANA ‘80s Ladies Night:

 PONY Jewelry Store 
Night: DJ Ruby Knuckles, DJ 
S.S. Emerald, 9 pm

 Q NIGHTCLUB Jay 
Lumen, guests, 9 pm, $11

R PLACE Thirsty Thursdays: 
DJ Flow

SAINT JOHN’S BAR AND 
EATERY Peel Slowly: DJ 
Squid Vicious, Fentar, DJ 
Kool Mike B, DJ Bargain 
Bin, free

THE CARLILE ROOM Brian 
Yeager, DJ Food

TRINITY Beer Pong 
Thursdays: Deaf!N!t, Chris 
Herrera, Christyle, free

CLASSICAL
 a BENAROYA HALL 

Bronfman Plays Beethoven: 
Seattle Symphony, Roomful 
of Teeth, $21-$121

a SEATTLE ART MUSEUM 
Songs by Johannes Brahms: 
Ladies Musical Club, Thurs, 
Feb 4, noon

FRI 2/5

LIVE MUSIC
88 KEYS Dueling Piano 
Show: 8 pm, free

a AMANDINE BAKESHOP 
Friday Lounge: Beanone

AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Ben 
Fleck, 6 pm, free

BARBOZA Sebastian and 
the Deep Blue, Julia Massey, 
7 pm, $8

 a BLACK LODGE 
Ravenna Woods, Frog 
Eyes, Bigfoot Wallace & 
His Wicked Sons, Charms, 
9:15 pm

BLUE MOON TAVERN Sir 
Coyler & his Asthmatic 
Band, Sunset Flip, Hellbat, 
9:30 pm

CAFE RACER Dia, 
Thousands, 9 pm

CHINA HARBOR Orquesta 
la Solucion, 9:30 pm, $15

CHOP SUEY Kultur Shock, 
Bucharest Drinking Team, 9 
pm, $12/$15

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Peter Bradley Adams, Molly 
Parden, 8 pm, $15

CONOR BYRNE Hounds of 
the Wild Hunt, Fountains, 
Sundries, 9 pm, $8

a CROCODILE JK Pop!: DJ 
Bish, Baby Love Crash, DJ 
HoJo, 8 pm, $5

DARRELL’S TAVERN School 
of Rock, 9 pm

 EL CORAZON Act of 
Defiance, Children of 
Seraph, Fallen Angels, 
Mother Crone, 7:30 pm

a FIX COFFEEHOUSE Joe 
Kaplow

 a GOOD SHEPHERD 
CENTER Seattle Improvised 
Music Festival: $5-$15 
donation

HIGH DIVE Disco Cowboys, 
Lost Dogma, Stacy Jones 
Band, 9:30 pm, $8/$10

HIGHLINE Wages of Sin, 
Jackrabbit Starts, Sweet 
Lou’s Sour Mash

a JAZZ ALLEY Mark 
Hummel’s Harmonica 
Blowout

 a LANGSTON HUGHES 
PERFORMING ARTS 
INSTITUTE Freshest Roots: 
Expresso Open Mic: 7 pm, 
free (donations appreci-
ated)

LITTLE RED HEN Marlin 
James Band, Through Feb 6, 
9 pm, $3

NECTAR Acorn Project, Da 
Beckoning, 8 pm, $10

a NEPTUNE THEATRE Dr. 
Dog, Hop Along, 9 pm, $30

PARAGON The Fiasco

THE ROYAL ROOM 
EntreMundos Quarteto, 

Tudo Beleza, 8 pm, $12/$15

SEAMONSTER Live Funk: 
Guests, 10 pm, free

SHANTY TAVERN The 
Moonspinners, Bonneville 
Power, 9 pm, $7

a SHOWBOX SODO Hoodie 
Allen, Super Duper Kyle, 
Blackbear, 9 pm, $28/$32

 a THE SHOWBOX Built 
To Spill, the Hand, Iceberg 
Ferg, 9 pm, $25/$30

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE The 
Devil Bores Me, Toe Tag, 
Sky Penis, 9 pm

SOU’WESTER Bart Budwig, 
Luke Ydstie, Bryan John 
Appleby, 8 pm

SPITFIRE Colorworks, A 
Townsmen Echo, 9 pm, $8

a STONE WAY CAFE Drew 
Martin, 8 pm

TIM’S TAVERN 
Supernothing, the Flying 
Tortugas, Noel Austin’s 
Phreaks, guests, 9 pm, $7

TRACTOR TAVERN 
Futurebirds, SUSTO, Grey 
Waves, 9 pm, $10

a VERA PROJECT Skating 
Polly, Peg, 8 pm, $8/$10

VICTORY LOUNGE Rats in 
the Grass, Al Scorch, the 
Foghorns, 9 pm, $8

JAZZ
SERAFINA Alex Guilbert 
Trio, 9 pm

TULA’S Joe Locke, 7:30 
pm, $25

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Jovino Santos 
Neto, 8 pm

DJ
ASTON MANOR Cabaret 
Fridays: Guests

BALLROOM Rendezvous 
Friday: Guests, 9 pm

BALMAR Top 40: Guests, 
9:30 pm, free

 BALTIC ROOM Juicy: 
‘90s & 2000’s Old School 
Throwbacks: Fundamental 
Fridays: Guests, Shorthand, 
Pat Nasty, $10

CENTRAL SALOON Forever 
Young ‘80s Dance Party: 9 
pm, $5

a CENTURY BALLROOM 
Salsa Intro Lesson & Dance: 
8:30 pm, $8-$15

 CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm, free

FOUNDATION Grandtheft, 
Prince Fox, 10 pm, $15/$20

 HATTIE’S HAT Hella 
Dope: DJ Sidlicious, DJ 
Mizzo, 10 pm, free

HAVANA Viva Havana: Soul 
One, Sean Cee, Curtis, 
Nostalgia B, DV One, 9 
pm, $11

JAZZBONES Filthy Fridays: 
Guests, 11 pm, $10

 KREMWERK Research: 
Joey Anderson, Myte, 9 
pm, $10

MERCURY Gasp: JQ, 9 
pm, $5

MONKEY LOFT Greazus 
& Sinistair, 10 pm, $10 pm 
before 11 pm/$15 after

NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays: DJ Richard Dalton, 
DJ Trent Von, 9 pm

OHANA DJ Night: Guests, 10 
pm, free

OZZIE’S DJ Night: Guests, 9 
pm, free

PARLIAMENT TAVERN 
Rock & Roll High School: DJ 
Kingblind, 8 pm

 PONY Beefcake: DJ King 
of Pants, Dee Jay Jack

 Q NIGHTCLUB ICON: 
Lost Frequencies: Guests, 10 
pm, $15

R PLACE Swollen Fridays: 
9 pm

STOUT DJ ePop, 9 pm

SUBSTATION Mr. T’s Happy 
Hour: Guests, 10 pm

THE CARLILE ROOM 
Trickbag Record Party: 
Guests

THERAPY LOUNGE Under 
Pressure: 9:30 pm, $3 after 
10:30 p.m.

TRINITY Fridays at Trinity: 
Guy, VSOP, Tyler and DJ 
Phase

CLASSICAL
 a BENAROYA HALL 

[UNTITLED] 2: Seattle 
Symphony, 10 pm, $15

a PLYMOUTH 
CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH Chanticleer, 7:30 
pm, $35

 a RESONANCE AT 
SOMA TOWERS Chansons 
D’Amour: Clara Rottsolk, 
Byron Schenkman, 8 pm, 
$20-$40

SAT 2/6

LIVE MUSIC
88 KEYS Dueling Piano 
Show: 8 pm, free

THE ANGRY BEAVER The 
Seattle Houserockers, free, 
Piper Stock Hill, 9 pm

AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Ben 
Fleck, 6 pm, free

BALLARD PUBLIC Ballard 
Public Lofts & Market: 
Grand Opening!: 11 am-3 
pm

BARBOZA Jean Chalant, 
Black Giraffe, 7 pm, $8

a BLACK LODGE Chroma, 
Casual Hex, Crazy Bugs, 
Newlywed, Paranoid Time, 
9 pm, donation

BLUE MOON TAVERN Sons 
of Guns, Edmund Wayne, 
guests, 9:30 pm

CAFE RACER Jackson’s 
Oddities, Devil’s Freeway, 
9 pm

 CENTRAL SALOON 
Re-Ignition, Wiscon, free-
way Park, 9 pm, $5

CLUB HOLLYWOOD 
CASINO Johnny and the 
Bad Boys, DJ Becka Page, 
9 pm, $5

CONOR BYRNE Lowlands, 
Diamond Wolf, Alice Howe, 
9 pm, $8

CROCODILE Brazilian 
Carnaval: Eduardo 
Mendonca, Show Brazil, 
Tambor E Cordas, 8:30 
pm, $17

DARRELL’S TAVERN Lux 
Lives / Cramps Tribute 
Night: the F-Holes, Boss 
Martians, Die Nasty, the 
Gorehounds, 8:30 pm

a EL CORAZON 3rd 
Annual Colossal Fest: 
Designer Disguise, Islvnd, 
Otherworld, Further North, 
guests, 6:30 pm, $12/$15

 a GOOD SHEPHERD 
CENTER Seattle Improvised 
Music Festival: $5-$15 
donation

HIGH DIVE Ayo Dot & 
the Uppercuts, Mostafa 
Supergroup, Imaginary 
Friends, Daniel Halligan, 9 
pm, $8/$10

a JAZZ ALLEY Mark 
Hummel’s Harmonica 
Blowout

KERRY/PONCHO HALL 
StuART Fest: 8-10 pm, $20

LE VOYEUR (OLYMPIA) 
Terror Apart, SBTDOH, 
Masturbatory Dysfunction, 
AHAFAS, 10 pm, $5

LITTLE RED HEN Marlin 
James Band, Through Feb 6, 
9 pm, $3

 LO-FI C’est la Mort, 
Tender Age, Blackpool 
Astronomy, Charlatan

MONKEY PUB Craig Salt 
Peters, Koda Sequoia, Bad 
Baseball, 9:30 pm

 a MOORE THEATRE 
Seattle Rock Orchestra 
Performs Motown: 8 pm, 
$24-$44.50

 a NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Super Furry Animals, 9 pm, 
$18.50/$20.50

PARLIAMENT TAVERN The 
Cuts, 9 pm

 THE ROYAL ROOM It’s 
a New Orleans Thing: A 
tribute to Allen Toussaint: 8 
pm, $12/$15

 a SHOWBOX SODO 
Logic, Dizzy Wright, 8 pm, 
$29.50/$35

SKYLARK CAFE & 
CLUB KEXP New Home 
Benefit: the Dumps, 
Solvents, Skullbot, Wild 
Powwers, Hotel Vignette, 
Polyrhythmics, 8 pm, $18

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Red Devil, Neckbones, the 
Misfortunes of Mr. Teal

a STUDIO SEVEN Skate 

Maloley, Derek Luh, 5 pm, 
$27.37

SUBSTATION Band It Live: 
Guests, 8 pm, $7

 SUNSET TAVERN Panic 
is Perfect, Anya Marina, 9 
pm, $12

 a TACOMA DOME Black 
Sabbath, 7:30 pm, $30-$405

a TED BROWN MUSIC Afro 
Latino Drum and Rhythm 
Circle/Class: 10 am, $10 
donation

TIM’S TAVERN On the 
Make, Paper Dolls, Oil Can, 
guests, $7

 TOWN HALL Lush Us: Gay 
City Arts Showcase: Mary 
Lambert, 7 pm, $25-$95

 TRACTOR TAVERN A 
Celebration of the Life 
and Times of David Bowie: 
Bowievision, Purple Mane, 
9 pm, $15

a TRIPLE DOOR The Von 
Trapps, March to May, 8 
pm, $16/$18

JAZZ
EGAN’S JAM HOUSE Victor 
Janusz, Christine Noel 
Riippi, 6 pm, $12

a KERRY/PONCHO HALL 
Cornish Presents: Guests, 8 
pm, $10-$20

PARAGON After Lens Jazz 
Show Case:

SERAFINA Sue Nixon 
Quartet, 9 pm

TULA’S Mark Taylor, Dawn 
Clement Group, 7:30 pm, 
$16

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Josh Rawlings Trio, 
the Tarantellas, 6 pm

DJ
ASTON MANOR NRG 
Saturdays: Guests

BALLARD LOFT Hiphop 
Saturdays: DJ Pheloneous, 
DJ Tamm of KISS fm, DJ 
Brett Michaels, 10 pm

BALLROOM Sinful 
Saturdays: Guests, 9 pm

BALMAR Top 40 Night: 
Guests, 9:30 pm, free

BALTIC ROOM Crave 
Saturdays: McClarron, Swel, 
10 pm

BARBOZA Inferno: DJ 
Swervewon, guests, 10:30 
pm, $5 before midnight/$10 
after

BUCKLEY’S IN BELLTOWN 
‘90s Dance Party: Guests

CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 
Clean: Guests, 9 pm, $5; 
free before 10:30 p.m.

CORBU LOUNGE Saturday 
Night Live: DJ BBoy, DJ 
5 Star

 CUFF DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm, free

FOUNDATION Late Night 
Alumni: Guests, 10 pm, 
$7.50-$17.50

HAVANA Havana Social: 
Nostalgia B, Curtis, Soul 
One, Sean Cee, DV One, 9 
pm, $15

 KREMWERK Stiffed

MERCURY Machineries of 
Joy: DJ Hana Solo, $5

NECTAR Jai Ho! Dance 
Party: Guests, 8 pm, $10

NEIGHBOURS Inferno 
Mardi Gras

NEUMOS Night Shift

R PLACE Therapy Saturday

SARAJEVO LOUNGE 
European/Balkan/Greek 
Night: Guests

STOUT DJ ePop, 9 pm

 THE CARLILE ROOM 
Mike Nipper

THERAPY LOUNGE This 
Modern Love: Guests

TRINITY Saturdays at 
Trinity

CLASSICAL
 a BENAROYA HALL 

Bronfman Plays Beethoven

a FIRST FREE METHODIST 
CHURCH Irreverent 
Reverence: Orchestra 
Seattle and the Seattle 
Chamber Singers

FRED WILDLIFE REFUGE 
ARCO Does the B’s: Arco, 
8 pm, $9

a FRYE ART MUSEUM 
Songs by Johannes Brahms: 
Ladies Musical Club, 2 pm

THINGS TO DO All the Shows Happening This Week

http://www.studioseven.us/
http://etix.com/
http://neumos.com/
http://barboza.com/
http://moebarseattle.com/
http://pikestfishfry.com/
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JEWELBOX THEATER

EST. 1926

1
SUN 2/7

LIVE MUSIC
a EL CORAZON Xavier 
Wulf, Yung Simmie, Eddy 
Baker, Tyler Grosso, 9 pm, 
$20-$45; Ghost Train Trio, 
Michael Ray and the Plastic 
Sheets, 9:30 pm, $7

 a FRYE ART MUSEUM 
Noise Yoga Presents 
Bardo:Basho: Bardo:Basho

 HIGH DIVE Ultra Violent 
Rays, Navvi, Beatrix Sky

a JAZZ ALLEY Mark 
Hummel’s Harmonica 
Blowout

NEPTUNE THEATRE The 
Jones Family Singers, $25

a STUDIO SEVEN Trivium, 
Casualty of God, After the 
Fallout, 7 pm, $18/$20

SUBSTATION 
Psychedelephant, Sean 
Downey, 7 pm

 SUNSET TAVERN Eyelids, 
Tommy Keene, Zebra Hunt

 TRACTOR TAVERN A 
Celebration of the Life and 
Music of David Bowie

JAZZ
DARRELL’S TAVERN 
Sunday Night Jazz Jam

a HARISSA Sunday Bossa 
Nova

a THE ROYAL ROOM Class 
Got Brass NW

SHUGA JAZZ BISTRO Shuga 
Sundays

 a TULA’S Jim Cutler Jazz 
Orchestra, 7:30 pm, $8

 VITO’S RESTAURANT 
& LOUNGE Ruby Bishop, 
6 pm, free; the Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free

DJ
BALTIC ROOM 
Resurrection Sundays: DJ 
Shane, Jade’s Pain, 10 pm

CONTOUR Broken 
Grooves: Guests, free

CORBU LOUNGE Salsa 
Sundays: DJ Nick, 9 pm

NEIGHBOURS Noche 
Latina: DJ Luis, DJ Polo

PONY TeaDance: DJ El 
Toro, Freddy King of Pants, 
4 pm

R PLACE Homo Hop: 
Guests

 RE-BAR Flammable: 
DJ Wesley Holmes, Xan 
Lucero, guests, 9 pm, $10

 REVOLVER BAR No Exit: 
DJ Vi, Sun, noon

CLASSICAL
 a ST. MARK’S 

CATHEDRAL Compline 
Choir, 9:30 pm, free

MON 2/8

LIVE MUSIC
88 KEYS Blues On Tap, 7 
pm, free

AQUA BY EL GAUCHO Jerry 
Frank, 6 pm, free

CAPITOL CIDER 
EntreMundos, 9:30 pm

CONOR BYRNE Bluegrass 
Jam: 8:30 pm, free

a DUB NARCOTIC Derek 
M Johnson, LA Lungs, 
guests, 7 pm

HIGH DIVE This Blinding 
Light, Brett Nelson & 
Snakes, Shitty Person, Bill 
Horist & Greg Kelley

KELLS Liam Gallagher

LUCKY LIQUOR Sid Law

 a NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Pussy Riot: Feminist Punk 
and the Police State

RENDEZVOUS Drew 
Martin, ALBERTA, Jason 
McCue, No Kind of Island, 
7 pm, $6/$8

 a THE ROYAL ROOM 
Father Daughter, 7:30 pm

 SUBSTATION :11 Depths, 
February Edition: The 
Visitor: Guests, 8 pm

SUNSET TAVERN The 
Ryan Montbleau Band, 8 
pm, $12

TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM LOUNGE 
Crossrhythm Sessions, 9 
pm, free

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY Jon Cleary 
& the Absolute Gentlemen, 
7:30 pm

TULA’S Triskai-Dekaband, 
7:30 pm, $10

DJ
BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam

 BAR SUE Motown on 
Mondays

a CENTURY BALLROOM 
Salsa Social: 8:30 pm, $8

 THE HIDEOUT Industry 
Standard: Guests, free

 MOE BAR Moe Bar 
Monday

CLASSICAL
a UNIVERSITY HOUSE 
AT WALLINGFORD 
LMC Opera presents 
“Shakespeare at the 
Opera”

TUE 2/9

LIVE MUSIC
88 KEYS Seatown Allstars

BARBOZA Wet, Kelsey Lu, 
7:30 pm, $13.50

CAFE RACER Jacobs Posse

 CHOP SUEY Jordan O 
Jordan, Mal De Fleur, Night 
Cadet, 8 pm, $5

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Morbid Curiositease’s 
Mardi Gras Mayhem: 8 pm, 
$15/$18

CONOR BYRNE Country 
Dancing Night: 9 pm

EL CORAZON Verb 
Slingers, 3 pm; the 
Toasters, the Kings, It Gets 
Worse, the Pimpsons, Echo 
Shot, 8 pm, $12/$15

 FREMONT ABBEY The 
Round: 8 pm, $8

HARD ROCK CAFE Jessica 
Lynne, 5 pm

HIGH DIVE Shiver Twins, 
Harrison B, Rakes, 8:30 
pm, $6/$8

THE HOLLYWOOD TAVERN 
Larry Murante

J&M CAFE All-Star Acoustic 
Tuesdays: Guests, 9 pm, 
free

KELLS Liam Gallagher

LITTLE RED HEN Wes 
Jones Band, 9 pm, $3

LO-FI Eurodanceparty 
USA, Wyldernesse, Claire 
Michelle, 8 pm, $5

THE MIX The 350s, 8 pm

NECTAR Marmalade, the 
Cumbieros, 8 pm, $7

PARAGON You Play 
Tuesday: Guests, 8 pm, free

 Q NIGHTCLUB Rare Air: 
Visible Cloaks, Incidental 
Music, DJ Explorateur, 
9 pm

SEAMONSTER McTuff Trio, 
11 pm, free

 SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Baby Ketten Karaoke: 9 
pm, free

a STUDIO SEVEN Nervosa, 
Fallen Angels, Crud Guns, 
Trust Me I’m Scared, 
guests, 7 pm, $10/$13

SUNSET TAVERN Meat 
Wave, 8 pm, $10

TRACTOR TAVERN 
TubaLuba, Elektrapod, 
Blubber, 9 pm, $10

TRIPLE DOOR Mardi Gras 
Masquerade Party: 8 pm

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY Loston 
Harris Trio

 a THE ROYAL ROOM 
Fat Tuesday: Guests, 7:30 
pm, Delvon Lamarr, 10 pm

TULA’S Emerald City Jazz 
Orchestra, 8 pm, $10

DJ
BALTIC ROOM Drum & 
Bass Tuesdays: Guests, 
10 pm

 BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Blue Moon Vinyl Revival

CONTOUR Burn: Voodoo, 
9 pm, free

CORBU LOUNGE Club NYX 
Wave & Goth: 10 pm, $5; 
free before 10:30 p.m.

 HAVANA Real Love ‘90s: 
BlesOne, Jay Battle, $3; 
free before 11 p.m.

MERCURY Die: Black Maru, 
Major Tom, $5

NEIGHBOURS Pump It Up: 
Vogue: DJ Lightray

 Q NIGHTCLUB Rare Air: 
Visible Cloaks, Incidental 
Music, DJ Explorateur

CLASSICAL
NAKED CITY BREWERY 
& TAPHOUSE Baroque - n 
- Hearts: Music for (and 
against) Valentine’s Day
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MUSIC

L ike many of the so-called high 
arts, symphonic music suffers 
from its intimidating reputation 

as both boring and good for you—a bunch 
of uptight blue-hairs nodding off in a golden 
room. The concert hall itself gets pegged as 
a bank-breaking fancyhaus people attend out 
of obligation to The Arts, if they even attend 
at all.

But none of these associations hold up 
when you consider our hometown symphony. 
A ticket to see the Seattle Symphony’s Mas-
terworks series, which often pairs old-school 
classical compositions with weirder contem-
porary stuff, costs way less than the price 
of arena rock shows and roughly 75 percent 
less than a ticket to the football game—if 
you could even get one. The orchestra plays 
in prisons and in schools all around the city. 
They play with artists like Pearl Jam and 
Sir Mix-A-Lot even as they collect Gram-
mys for their recordings of new music. 

They’re a fucking municipal treasure.
But the Seattle Symphony’s badassery 

means bubkes if you don’t know how to enjoy 
the music, or if you had a shitty music-appre-
ciation teacher, or if you think you’re going to 
get laughed out of the concert hall for wear-
ing clothes you can afford. So I sat down and 
spoke with Seattle Symphony music director 
Ludovic Morlot, and I asked him for some tips 
on how to appreciate the thing he’s dedicated 
his entire life to.

If you’ve never listened to symphonic 
music before, what are some tips on engag-
ing with it?

The best thing you can do is to come to 
the concert with complete openness to being 
moved by the storytelling. If there’s one thing 
you like about the music, then that should be 
enough reason to come back to it. The next 
time you hear the piece, there might be three 
things you like. And then 10. And then 100. 

And then you can’t live without it anymore.

But storytelling implies language. And 
languages put images in your mind, which 
are entertaining. How does a violin create 
a story?

Aren’t we born with that language? Before 
we even talk, we sing. The problem is that 
when you’re 12, people start telling you not 
to sing anymore because your voice is crap 
or that it’s out of tune because it hasn’t been 
trained. But every human being coming into 
this world knows how to sing.

My feeling is that playing music with a 
flute or a violin or a trumpet is that you’re 
just trying to re-create—with a piece of wood 
or metal—what the human voice does very 
naturally. We all know that vocabulary, we all 
know that language enough to link it to some 
emotions that we’ve lived through.

Why do conductors always look like 
they’re a little bit ahead of the symphony?

It’s something very practical. You have 
100 musicians onstage, and they’re all cre-
ating a sound—but each musician produces 
the beginning of their sound in a different 
way. Think of the strings, for instance. They 
put the bow on the string, and when they do 
this [he pretends to draw the bow across the 
strings], it takes some time 
for the strings to vibrate 
and produce a sound. Just 
half a second—not even. If 
you’re blowing a trumpet, 
the sound comes out im-
mediately. If you bang on 
the percussion instrument, 
you just do this [he bangs a 
glass cup with a spoon] and 
the sound happens. Boom.

The producing of the 
sound is very different in ev-
ery section of the orchestra, 
so the conductor in some 
ways has to generate a ges-
ture that can be different 
for all those different sec-
tions individually but also as a whole. When 
I do this [he holds his arm in the air], the 
strings will actually respond to my gesture 
differently from the trumpet or the timpani 
or the bass or the flute. The violinist might 
begin to move at the top of the gesture, and 
the timpani might strike at the end of it [he 
brings his arm down]. By rehearsing and de-
veloping a technique that everyone can read, 
the orchestra agrees where the note should 
happen during the gesture or after the ges-
ture happens.

So you’re not just a metronome? What 
does the conductor actually do?

I am the time for them, yes, but it’s more 
like a heartbeat. If I were just the time, the 
music would be incredibly boring. Like just 
breathing for 20 minutes with exactly the 
same pattern, which would be the end of life.

With my right hand I’m trying to create a 
breath for the orchestra. The left hand usu-
ally has more to do with the emotion of the 
music. If I want them to play louder, I can 
encourage more power from my left hand or 
from my body. Or I might want them to play 
shorter—make one section or another section 
sing a little bit more.

There are also engagements with eyes, 
facial expressions. The hands are only about 
10 percent of what you do when you conduct. 
Your body language is very important. It’s 

all in how you breathe, how you use eye con-
tact—just like in a conversation.

What do you do as a listener when you 
hear something and don’t like it?

If there’s one thing I liked in it, just one 
tiny thing, I give it a second chance. There are 
a couple things I won’t give a second chance 
to. Not only is that okay, and I’m comfortable 
saying so, but I’ll build a case for it! A couple 
years ago, I played Villiers, a composer that 
I knew a bunch of people in the hall will not 
enjoy. Before I played the piece, I turned 
around and said I expect some you not to like 
the piece, but I hope that you’ll at least love 
hating the piece! It’s not enough to not like it. 
One has to give it a chance.

People want to see themselves rep-
resented onstage. Conductors tend to 
be white dudes. Your principal timpanist 
is African American, but the majority of 
the musicians onstage are white. Is there 
something that the symphony is trying to 
do to get more people of color onstage?

We audition musicians behind a screen, so 
we have no chance to establish a sense of a 
balance when it comes to diversity. It’s about 
who plays the best that day. We’re stuck with 
what we choose as a matter of artistry. I’d 

love to have more diversity 
in our orchestra. I’m aware 
of that problem.

We try to create a lot of 
concerts where we invite 
different communities of 
people onstage. We have a 
Celebrate Asia event every 
year, which features many 
Asian performers and is 
embraced by the Asian 
community as well. We just 
did a collaboration with 
Earshot Jazz Festival.

And what do you say 
to people who think the 
symphony is too fancy or 

who otherwise feel unwelcome there?
Symphonic music has become elitist be-

cause we made it so. No one should stop you 
at the door because you’re not wearing a bow 
tie. If some people sitting next to you think 
that you’re wearing the “wrong outfit,” that’s 
their problem. We’re all there to listen to the 
music and relate to that live experience with 
our own emotions.

So what parents should be telling their 
kids when they take them to the symphony 
is “Try to hear the story”?

They’ll explain a few rules. They’ll ex-
plain roughly that there are strings, winds, 
percussion, a conductor. There’s a score that 
everybody plays. Beyond that, the kids have 
to figure out what that means to them. Maybe 
they like a violin and want to find more specif-
ics about it. I have no worries about kids being 
curious. I’m worried about them not even 
having the opportunity to be curious about it 
in the first place. And when I say kids, I mean 
that it can be someone who’s 18 years old or 
just someone who has never experienced it. 
We’re all kids when it comes to that element 
of wanting to be curious and grow as human 
beings. Experiencing live symphonic music is 
part of that process. Join it. n 

More boneheaded questions for musicians at
THESTRANGER.COM/MUSIC

“If I were just 
the time, the 

music would be 
incredibly boring. 
Like just breathing 
for 20 minutes with 

exactly the same 
pattern, which 

would be the end 
of life.”

What Does 
a Conductor 
Actually Do?

 And Other Boneheaded Questions 
I Asked Seattle Symphony Music 

Director Ludovic Morlot
BY RICH SMITH

SUSSIE AHLBURG 

LUDOVIC MORLOT “It’s not enough to not like it.”

http://thestranger.com/MUSIC
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My laptop was sorely trippin’ the day 
Rihanna’s excellent ANTI came 

out, the day that Kanye gave an itemized 
list of reckless statements to Wiz Khalifa 
(a highlight being “I own your child”) that 
resulted in him (Kanye) being savagely 
kink-shamed by his ex. Also the day that 
Kells, never helping, recounted the time he 
tried to marry his mama.

Pop culture pop-offs, high political the-
ater barely drowning out the real powers’ 
rampant insidiousness—all that, and my 
music not loading onto my fucking iPad, no 
matter what I did. Mercury was surely in 
some manner of agitation, a bad hair day, 
shit leaning to the left, 
or something.

And still I rise! Just 
to witness another round 
of Drake vs. Meek Mill 
pettiness. Which is fine, 
but far more exciting is 
Denzel Curry’s spirited 
manhandling of old pal 
SpaceGhostPurrp on the 
Sango-laced “Purrpos-
ley.” Curry had one of 
2015’s hardest albums 
and seems, by the looks 
of new single “Ult,” to 
be turnin’ up the fish 
grease in ’16. In other 
ex–Raider Klan news, Seattle’s Key Nyata 
is back on the dolo grind after splitting with 
Thraxxhouse. New music produced by ATL 
mainstay TM88 slots the Cosmic Dad right 
into the trap.

I guess I have to weigh in on Kyle Fleck’s 
“The Rise of Seattle Hiphop” article from 
the last issue. It’s incomplete by admis-
sion, but it maybe should’ve admitted it a 
little louder—as its omissions seem to do 
the most talking. No Vitamin D, no Tribal, 
no deal. Kyle reached out to me to pick my 

brain for the story, and my poor time man-
agement kept me from linking up. If I had 
managed to, I would’ve just told dude to not 
do it.

Much like being involved with Seattle 
hiphop itself, attempting to sum up the 
scene’s history is an exercise in frustration 
for all involved, and you can probably guess 
how I feel about exercise. The only person 
I’ve seen pull it off without shitting the bed 
(the nightstand, the carpet, etc.) would be 
the homie Dr. Daudi Abe (whose fairly ex-
haustive timeline is a part of MOHAI’s The 
Legacy of Seattle Hip-Hop project, and who 
is working on a book on the subject)—and 

there was also that one 
time that OGs Jake One 
and Mike Clark talked 
to the Cocaine Blunts 
blog a few years ago. 
None of the rest are 
really worth the Word-
press they’re published 
on, IMNSHO.

Anyway, I wonder 
now, what’s the point? 
Who are we preserving 
this history for? None 
of these fuckboy hair-
cuts walking around 
seem to care about what 
came before, unless it’s 

Dragon Ball Z, Dunkaroos, or DeGrassi: 
The Next Generation. Like, maybe you’ll 
get to be a footnote in the bibliography of 
some out-of-print town history that you’ll 
be lucky to have an Amazon drone airdrop 
you a copy of, because the zone you live in 
doesn’t get internet, trash pickup, or clean 
water anymore. Now get back to your desk. 
Work work work work work. n 

Keep the collective energy flowing at
THESTRANGER.COM/MUSIC

Who are we 
preserving this 

history for? Nobody 
cares about what 

came before, unless 
it’s Dragon Ball Z,  

Dunkaroos, or 
DeGrassi: The Next 

Generation.

Text Me in a Crisis
BY LARRY MIZELL  JR.

MY PHILOSOPHY A COLUMN ABOUT HIPHOP 
AND CULTURE

DRONES Here’s that cultural history you ordered.

109 S. WASHINGTON ST. 
(ON OCCIDENTAL PARK) 
(206) 628-0303

WWW.COMEDYUNDERGROUND.COM

Comedian Michael Malone is a larger 
than life performer who delivers heavy-
hitting punchlines with the weight of a 
veteran and the heat reserved only for the 
country’s hottest up and coming comics.
Known best for his top-10 selling 
comedy album debut on iTunes 
and “rubber face,” Malone is a 
force to reckon with in the comedy world. His blistering humor 
and irreverent views on life, love and personal tragedy won 
him fi rst place in the 33rd Annual Seattle International Comedy 
Competition in 2012.

Comedian Michael Malone is a larger 

THURS, 2/4 - SAT, 2/6

MICHAEL MALONE
with Heather Thompson

WWW.TAKEWARNINGPRESENTS.COM 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TAKEWARNINGPRESENTS  

TWITTER @TAKEWARNINGSEA

TICKETS @ WWW.TAKEWARNINGPRESENTS.COM
WED APRIL 20TH @ THE VERA PROJECT

ON SALE FRIDAY
FRANKIE COSMOS

ESKIMEAUX, YOWLER, WITH GUESTS
ALL AGES - 7PM - $10 ADV / $12 DAY OF 

U&C:  2/18 Calabrese  2/26 Secrets  2/27 H2O  2/28 From Indian Lakes 
3/15 Cruel Hand  3/23 Hunny, Wax Idols  3/25 Porches, Alex G  3/28 B. Dolan  

3/30 Citizen, Turnover  4/3 Foxing  4/4 Bane  4/15 The Smith Street Band  

SEX OFFENDER 
REGISTRATION 

GOT YOU DOWN?
We may be able to help to 
remove that requirement. 

The Meryhew Law Group, PLLC 
(206)264-1590 

www.meryhewlaw.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more info  
& classes: 

TheFSPC.org

Tickets: 
StrangerTickets.com

Explore a sex 
positive world!

Sat 2/6 Advanced Technique for Excellent Handjobs

Mon 2/8  Great Wide World of Non-Monogamy

Sat 2/13 Bondage Singles Mixer & Workshop

Sun 2/14 Rope Bondage for Lovers

Sat 2/20 Unveiling the Hidden Story of Black Burlesque

http://www.meryhewlaw.com/
http://thestranger.com/MUSIC
http://www.comedyunderground.com/
http://www.takewarningpresents.com/
http://www.facebook.com/TAKEWARNINGPRESENTS
http://www.takewarningpresents.com/
http://thefspc.org/
http://strangertickets.com/
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seattle

MAKERS MARKET

SEATTLEMAKERSMARKET.COM
 facebook.com/SeattleMakersMarket  @seattle_makers

 @seattlemakersmarket  seattlemakersmarket.tumblr.com

Upcoming dates at Sole Repair on Capitol Hill:
Sunday, February 28  • Saturday, March 26 • Sunday, April 17

THEATER

S cenic designer L.B. Morse sets Constel-
lations in what looks like a blue Rothko 

painting. With the exception of one gorgeous, 
hyper-real moment in the play where the 
stage shape-shifts into a spectacle I won’t 
describe here for fear of ruining everything, 
all there is to look at onstage is Roland and 
Marianne (Max Gordon Moore and Alexandra 
Tavares, respectively) carrying 
out their romantic relationship 
on a wooden platform that seems 
to hover in the blue abstraction. 
The spareness of the stage puts 
a ton of pressure on the script and the acting, 
both of which hold up in this quiet but engag-
ing British drama.

Playwright Nick Payne uses the idea of 
the multiverse to structure the X meets Y 
story. (Roland is a dowdy but charming bee-
keeper; Marianne is a sharp, quietly goofy 
cosmologist who studies the cosmic micro-
wave background. They meet at a barbecue.) 
I know you know the multiverse theory, but, 
just in case you don’t, Marianne beautifully 
describes it as a reality in which “everything 
you’ve ever and never done exists in a vast 
ensemble of universes.” To embody this idea, 
the actors play out scenes from all the pos-
sible worlds in quick succession. Right at the 
beginning of the play, for instance, Roland 
immediately decline’s Marianne’s advances. 
Then a lightsaber sound slices into the air 
above the audience, and Marianne tries again 
but with a slightly different tack. Roland 
very Englishly (oh, I, um, hm, uh, let’s see…) 
declines her advances again. Then there’s an-
other lightsaber sound, and he accepts.

These temporal stutters force the ac-
tors to flicker between emotions that differ 
wildly and also only slightly. At one point, 
Moore swings from rage to flirtation within 
10 seconds, and yet his skill is such that each 
emotion projected a true depth of feeling. 
In another moment, Tavares quickly reads 
a single line in four cascadingly sad tones—
bummed, disappointed, self-pitying, totally 
dejected—a feat she achieves with preci-
sion. Throughout the show, I kept fighting 
back the urge to hold up a placard with a 
“10” on it.

From the moment Marianne and Roland 
meet, the story jumps around in space-time. 
I imagine Payne standing godlike before 
a portfolio of universes, selecting only the 
ones that feature the couple bumping into 
each other, and then weaving together a nar-
rative of their nearly infinite encounters. 
Except “narrative” in this case is an unstable 
concept. In Constellations, the audience is 
reading a choose-your-own-adventure book 
from front to back. Several possible narra-
tives emerge within the context of the play’s 
universe, but none are valued as the “cor-
rect” one—they are just possible threads 

to follow. This nonlinear structure works 
against the X-meets-Y setup. Will the couple 
get together in the end? Does love “win”? 
Impossible to say in a universe where every-
thing is simultaneously happening but also 
not happening.

Doing away with that plot-based expec-
tation of heartbreak or heartmelt opens up 

other, wilder lines of think-
ing. From the perspective of 
theater: Since we’re so used 
to narratives where X and Y 
meet and either stay together 

forever or die in a bloodbath, you sort of un-
consciously root for one narrative, despite 
the fact that all narratives are playing out at 
once. The tension between the result you’re 
rooting for and the structure of the play forc-

es you to sublimate the other narratives as 
metaphors for the many vicissitudes of a ro-
mantic relationship. Roland’s infidelity in one 
universe, for instance, would have to function 
as a metaphor for pain he caused in the uni-
verse where he doesn’t “actually” commit the 
infidelity. In this way, Payne presents love as 
the best and worst of all possible worlds.

From the pop-sci perspective: If every-
thing is happening and not happening at 
once, and if the present is only a function of 
our position in space-time, then it’s no wonder 
why many of us feel as if we live in the past 
or the future despite also having the feeling 
of being one person walking around and look-
ing at stuff in the present. Though we may 
be enthralled by our memories and projec-
tions, we remain a member of the audience 
watching a performance unfolding in time. 
Constellations accounts for this phenomenon 
by positing the present as a site where we can 
become intimate with the unknown, a state 
dramatically intensified by love. n

The Multiversal 
Appeal of 

Constellations
Great Valentine’s Day Theater for Pop-Sci 

Nerds—In Other Words, All of Seattle
BY RICH SMITH

ALAN ALABASTRO

CONSTELLATIONS “Psst, I am both 
kissing and not kissing you.”

Constellations
Seattle Repertory Theatre

Through Feb 27

http://seattlemakersmarket.com/
http://facebook.com/SeattleMakersMarket
http://seattlemakersmarket.tumblr.com/
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I must begin this review with a confession. 
I had no idea that many of the chickens 
sold in supermarkets in the United States 

have been bathed in chlorine. I know all 
about hormone-enhanced beef and geneti-
cally tricked veggies. But somehow I missed 
the memo on the chlorinated chickens, many 
of which I have eaten, and many more I’m 
condemned to bake and braise in the future.

Europeans find the idea of American-
style “chicken in chlorine sauce” disgusting, 
and they fear that the Transatlantic Trade 
and Investment Partnership (TTIP) would 
end up putting such chickens on their dinner 
table. TTIP is a huge trade 
agreement that’s been un-
der negotiation by Europe 
and the United States since 
2013. TTIP should not be 
confused with the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP), 
which is an agreement be-
tween 12 Pacific Rim coun-
tries including the United 
States. The left in the US 
(Bernie Sanders and many 
others) are far more wor-
ried about TPP, and the 
left in Europe are far more 
worried about TTIP. With 
the former, the main con-
cerns that make the head-
lines relate to the negative 
impact on American jobs 
and environmental stan-
dards. With the latter, it is Europe’s worry 
about eating the kinds of things that make 
Americans unhealthy and as stupid as cows.

The proponents of the trade agreements 
claim that they will generate more jobs than 
you can throw a stick at and will stimulate the 
economy. Indeed, the prime minister of the 
United Kingdom, David Cameron, has gone 
as far as to call TTIP a cheap stimulus pack-
age for an economy that has been slowed by 
his own austerity policies. President Obama 
is telling American citizens much the same 
thing: There is nothing but lots of money for 
all when TPP goes online. Also, in both agree-
ments, China is framed as a threat that can be 
checked only by the synchronization and inte-
gration of like-minded markets. In the case of 
TTIP, the argument is that if Europe and the 
United States set the standards for regula-
tions, China and other countries will emulate 
those labor and environmental standards.

If you find this anti-China argument un-
inspiring, and also see the promises of job 
growth to be a bit unrealistic, then you are 
in the same boat as the authors Ferdi De 
Ville and Gabriel Siles-Brugge of TTIP: The 
Truth About the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership. But the point of 
their short book is to stop talking about those 
chlorinated chickens and to focus on exactly 

why these and other trade agreements are 
bad for everyone except those who manage 
or own businesses.

One important thing that must be under-
stood about the TTIP: It will not make that 
much of an economic impact on the lives of 
ordinary Americans and Europeans. Trade 
in itself does not excite money out of pure air, 
out of nothingness. What do I mean by this? In 
capitalist economics there’s a belief that regu-
lations set by the government prevent pov-
erty from becoming wealth. And so all that’s 
needed for money to gush into the world are 
trade agreements and market deregulations 

that stimulate this vibrant 
void of poverty.

The promised universal 
prosperity of the TTIP will 
most likely amount to “an 
extra cup of coffee per per-
son per week.” Trade has 
always been about gains 
and losses. If you’re im-
porting too much, you’re 
losing; if you’re exporting 
a lot, you’re winning.

So if the gains are 
small, what is really going 
on? Why are so many pow-
erful people in politics and 
economics pushing for this 
and other agreements?

It is here that De Ville 
and Siles-Brugge’s book is 
a success. It says it clearly 

and logically. It says it without heat or poetry. 
They explain that trade agreements in our 
age are about eroding the power of democ-
racy. How? By claiming to be depoliticizing 
economics, trade, regulations, and making 
them a technical matter.

“TTIP… resembles key characteristics 
and trends in the EU and US politics. It 
shares a depoliticizing nature with recent 
trends in European integration, where deci-
sions are also increasingly delegated to non-
elected bodies and away from democratic 
institutions.” This process has a name. It’s 
called neoliberalism or market fundamen-
talism. And though many who support this 
kind of economics claim it is about decreas-
ing government involvement in the market, it 
is really about transforming the state and its 
priorities. It’s not about less regulation—in-
deed, it often increases it—but about estab-
lishing a social environment that is consis-
tently favorable to the interests of business 
leaders. “This is our main conclusion about 
TTIP… it seeks to minimize the constraints 
imposed by democratic decision-making in 
public policy.” This conclusion can also be 
drawn about TPP. n 

Comment with heat and poetry at
THESTRANGER.COM/BOOKS

BOOKS

Pass the Chlorinated 
Chicken, S’il Vous Plait

What the Fight Over the Transatlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership Tells 
Us About the Trans-Pacific Partnership

BY CHARLES MUDEDE

TTIP: The Truth About the 
Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership

by Ferdi De Ville, Gabriel Siles-Brugge
(Polity)

http://thestranger.com/BOOKS
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REGRESSION
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- THE FORCE AWAKENS 
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M y experience of László Nemes’s de-
but feature, Son of Saul, was very 

intense and confusing. My emotions went 
this way and that—horror to a deep state 
of sadness to anger. And then I 
would swell with guilt about this 
angry feeling. And then I would 
become angry about this feeling 
of guilt. And then another scene would sink 
me into sadness again. Altogether, I rate 
Son of Saul as one of the few masterpieces 
of 21st-century cinema.

Set in Auschwitz-Birkenau, the film opens 
near the end of World War II. The Russians 
are coming, and the Nazis are killing more 
and more Jews. In the middle of all of this 

is Saul Ausländer (Géza Röh-
rig), a Jew from Hungary who 
is a Sonderkommando—Jew-
ish laborers in the Nazi’s death 

factory. They herd their own kind off the 
train and into a room, they watch them un-
dress, they lock them up in a chamber, have 
them gassed, pull out the corpses, clean the 

From Horror to 
Sadness to Anger 

in Son of Saul
BY CHARLES MUDEDE

SON OF SAUL “You are not in Inglourious Basterds. This is the real deal.”

FILM

Son of Saul
dir. László Nemes

Seven Gables
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floors, burn the bodies, and shovel the ashes 
into a river. The payment they get for this 
bleak work is their bare life.

The camera is always close to Saul, who 
has a blank expression and the deadest 
eyes. He can no longer see the death and 
misery around him. He pulls lifeless legs as 
if they were sacks of potatoes. He is deaf 
to the screams and the banging in the gas 
chamber. All he knows is he must just keep 
going: keep work-
ing, keep his distance 
from the Germans, 
keep taking valuables 
from the clothes of 
the dead, keep scrub-
bing the walls. There 
is no past and no 
future in his world; 
there is only the eter-
nal present of the 
living coming in and 
the dead going out.

For this reason, 
one grows to hate Saul, to hate him even 
more than one hates his oppressors. How 
can someone live under such conditions? 
Certainly life is not always worth living; 
there are situations where death is far more 
desirable, more honorable. To persist like 
Saul is just to be a brute will. You are life 
and nothing more. No sunsets, no laughter, 
no hopes, no imagination whatsoever. You 
are one with the instincts of insects or crus-
taceans or any other thing that wants only to 
persevere in its being.

But then something strange happens to 
Saul. He suddenly comes alive and wants to 
do something that will put his life at risk. At 
this point, the director manages to muddle 
your feelings for his main character. You 

move from hating him for wanting to live 
to hating him for striving to be human. It 
is not possible to explain Saul’s transition 
(from just being to being in the world) with-
out exposing the whole plot, and so I will 
only describe in vague terms the confusion 
it causes.

What the transition makes you realize is 
that the brute will to live is also in you. Saul 
is no more a monster than you are. The ugly 

fact of this was hid-
den by his cold, pale 
face and mechanical 
motions. You saw only 
him; you could not see 
anything else. But 
the moment he de-
cides to do something 
more than just living, 
your own will to live 
is exposed to you. 
It happens like this: 
When Saul starts 
taking big chances 

for something small and pointless (consid-
ering the circumstances), you realize he 
has gone mad. But how can you go mad in 
a death camp? Everything is mad to begin 
with. Right? Right? Once you have these 
thoughts turning in your head, your view of 
the first part of the film changes, and your 
experience of the rest is clouded in emotions 
that never settle.

This is the film’s dark message, one that 
will trouble you for days after the screen-
ing: In a death camp, the will to live is 
normal and striving to be a human is pure 
madness. n 

Find tons more reviews at
THESTRANGER.COM/FILM

When Saul starts taking 
big chances, you realize 

he has gone mad. But 
how can you go mad in a 
death camp? Everything 

is mad to begin with. 
Right? Right?
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CHOW

Lunar New Year 
Is a Celebration of 
Food and Family
And It’s About Staying Home and 

Cooking—So Here’s a Recipe to Try
BY ANGELA GARBES

KELLY O

LION DANCE IN THE INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT Bringing luck for the new year.

F or New Year’s Eve, chefs across the city 
create multicourse dinners filled with 

ingredients like fresh oysters, foie gras, and 
dry-aged, grass-fed beef. Champagne bottles 
are uncorked and the contents consumed 
with abandon. In the restaurant world, New 
Year’s feasts have become a celebratory, in-
dulgent tradition.

These meals mark the start of a new year 
as defined by the Western calendar, also 
known as the Christian or Gregorian calendar, 
after Pope Gregory XIII, who introduced it in 
1582. But thousands of years before the pope 
gave us his calendar, civilizations across the 
world measured the passage of time by lunar 
calendars. The Lunar New Year doesn’t occur 
on the fixed date of January 1, instead falling 
sometime in late January or early February.

The new lunar year begins this Monday, 
February 8. And even though it doesn’t get 
the fanfare that New Year’s Eve meals get, 
for Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese people, 
Lunar New Year is a deeply significant holi-
day. Celebrations vary, but they share one 
important characteristic: elaborate home-
cooked meals eaten with loved ones.

“Lunar New Year was definitely a bigger 
holiday than January first,” says Rachel Yang, 
chef and co-owner of Joule, Revel, and Trove 
restaurants. Yang, who grew up in South Ko-
rea, remembers that to celebrate the holiday, 
called Seollal, upwards of 20 relatives would 
gather at her uncle’s house. Her mother and 
aunts would begin cooking food several days 
in advance, always making sure to prepare 
tteokguk, a clear broth filled with glutinous 
rice cakes. The simple broth symbolizes a 
fresh start to the new year, and the rice cakes, 
shaped like coins, represent prosperity. The 
dishes were set on an offering table for Yang’s 
grandparents and other ancestors.

“The offering table had pretty much 

everything… the rice cake soup, pan-fried 
whole fish, several different kinds of pancakes, 
braised short rib, and an array of banchan,” 
Yang remembers. After the children bowed 
and paid respect to their elders, living and 
deceased, they received money and bless-
ings. Then, she says, “all the aunts would 
turn the offering table into a big feast to feed 
everyone.”

Several friends of mine have similar fond 
recollections of their Vietnamese family’s cel-
ebrations of Lunar New Year, called Tết.

“My memories are full of family and 
friends and food,” says Jen Pham-Corbett. 
“The women cooked and gabbed in the 
kitchen, men played cards and drank and 
smoked, and all of us kids just ran around the 
house sneaking sweets and counting our li xi, 
special money that comes in a lucky red en-
velope.” The Tết spread included dishes such 
as braised pork, pickled leeks, platters of can-
died fruit, and, most important, bánh chung, a 
labor-intensive dish made of parcels of gluti-
nous rice, mung beans, and minced pork that 
are wrapped in banana leaves and steamed.

According to Chinese tradition, on Lu-
nar New Year, people who have moved away 
return to their home village to share meals 
with their families. Appropriately, it’s called 
the Reunion Feast. Hsiao-Ching Chou, a Se-
attle food writer and former food editor at the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer whose family immi-
grated to the United States from Taiwan, told 
me that the Lunar New Year dinner should 
not only include family members and friends, 
but also many different types of dishes.

“This started in an agrarian society, 
where everyday meals were probably pretty 
humble,” she explains. The variety of food—
seafood, various meats, noodles, dumpling, 
sweets—is precisely what makes the day spe-
cial. At her family’s annual holiday meal, 

http://www.coastalkitchenseattle.com/
http://thetinlizzielounge.com/
http://toscanapizzeria.com/
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“There’s always dumplings, a whole fish, 
orange beef, and some sort of chicken dish,” 
she says. “Then we’ll have a tofu dish—prob-
ably ma po tofu, just because I like it—and a 
soup, like winter melon. There will be greens 
too, plus desserts.”

Chou describes a Chinese Lunar New Year 
meal as a “sumptuous immersion course in 
food and symbolism.” The symbolism even 
extends to the sounds and shapes of the Chi-
nese language and characters. Fish evokes 
abundance because the sound of the word 
“fish” is nearly identical to that of the word 
“extra.” Sticky rice cakes are served because 
the characters for “sticky” and “year” are also 
homophones. Dumplings and fresh oranges 
symbolize wealth because their round shapes 
recall those of ancient Chinese gold ingots.

New Year’s dishes are all representa-
tions of wishes for good luck, good fortune, 
longevity, and prosperity, according to Chou. 
“Chinese people find ways to connect food 
items with one or more of those qualities,” 
she says, laughing. “We really double, triple, 
and quadruple down on luck, covering all of 
our bases there.”

As Asian customs make their way into 
Western ones, American food culture is en-
riched. Chou is also a cooking instructor at 
downtown’s Hot Stove Society, where she 
teaches mostly non-Asian students how to 
make pot stickers and the simple techniques 
of wok cooking. Her classes, including her 
most recent one called “Chinese New Year,” 
routinely sell out.

“People are intimidated by cooking Asian 
food,” says Chou. “But they are also hungry 
for the experience. I want to make it acces-
sible to people without dumbing it down, but 
also acknowledge that there is always some 
bit of adaptation that happens.”

For anyone interested in cooking a Chinese 
dish for Lunar New Year, Chou recommends 
her Lion’s Head Meatballs. While Chou’s 
recipe calls for browning the meatballs in a 
wok, she says you can do it without one. The 
process matters less than the spirit in which 
they are made. Find the recipe below. n

For more of Hsiao-Ching Chou’s recipes, 
visit her blog: mychinesesoulfood.com.

LION’S HEAD MEATBALLS 
Serves 4 as part of a meal

1 pound ground pork
2 tablespoons soy sauce
1 tablespoon Shaoxing wine or a dry white wine
1 teaspoon finely minced fresh ginger (or grated 

with a Microplane)
1 stalk green onion, finely chopped
1 teaspoon sesame oil
1 cup vegetable oil
1/2 pound Chinese cabbage
1 quart water
1 teaspoon salt
1 bundle cellophane noodles (mung bean thread)

In a large mixing bowl, combine the ground pork, 
soy sauce, wine, ginger, green onions, and sesame oil. 
Mix very well. Form meatballs the size of tennis balls. You 
should get about 6 meatballs.

Heat the wok over high heat. Add the vegetable oil 
and heat until it just begins to smoke. Using a slotted 
spoon, gently lower several of the meatballs into the oil. 
You will need to do this in batches. Brown the meatballs 
on each side. You don’t need to cook the meatballs all 
the way through. The point is to brown the outside. It 
should take 2-3 minutes. You may have to adjust the heat 
as needed. Repeat with the remaining meatballs.

Cut the core out of the Chinese cabbage. You can 
leave the inner leaves whole. The larger, outer leaves, you 
can cut into segments. It’s okay if the pieces are large, be-
cause by the time the braise is done, the cabbage leaves 
will cook down. If the pieces are too small, they’ll “melt.” 
Place the cabbage leaves in a Dutch oven.

Add the browned meatballs and the quart of water. 
Bring the pot to a low boil, then turn down the heat to 
low. Let simmer for about 45 minutes, checking the pot 
to make sure it doesn’t cook down too fast. Taste the 
broth. Add the teaspoon of salt, more or less, as desired. 
Add the noodles into the broth and let soften for about 
5 minutes. Make sure the noodles get submerged in the 
broth. When the noodles are cooked through, the meat-
balls are ready to serve. Serve with steamed rice.

MADISON PARK  1927 43rd Ave E  206.294.3842

KIRKLAND WATERFRONT  6023 Lake Washington Blvd NE   425.968.5587

www.beachhouserestaurants.com

Lunch | Dinner | Daily Happy Hour | Weekend Brunch

1/2 OFF
Lunch or Brunch Entrée
 Buy 1 entrée and receive the 2nd 1/2 Off  with 

purchase of 2 entrées & 2 beverages

Not valid with any other offer. Not valid on happy hour specials. 
One coupon per table. Expires 2/29/16.

 $10 OFF Dinner
With purchase of 2 entrées 

& 2 beverages

Not valid with any other offer. Not valid on happy hour specials. 
One coupon per table. Dinner only. Expires 2/29/16.

LIVE MUSIC MOST NIGHTS
- FOR FULL CALENDAR VISIT OUR WEBSITE -

HIGHLINESEATTLE.COM 
210 Broadway Ave E • 328.7837

DECADENT 
VEGAN FOOD

7 days •  5-11pm 
HAPPY HOUR
5-6 everyday

$3 wells
$1 off  all beers

$5 off  all pitchers.

Bar open until 2am
206.682.3049 • ilbistro.net

Bar open until 2amBar open until 2am
206.682.3049 • ilbistro.net

Pike Place Market

206.682.3049 • ilbistro.net
Happy Hour Daily

 

a t  T h e  S i x g i l l !

Tues, 2/9 –Starting at 4pm
Prizes and giveaways, cajun 
food and cocktail specials. 

 3417 Evanston Ave. N.
(35th & Evanston in Fremont)

 

206.466.2846     thesixgill.com

PLUS: A “Hurricane”-inspired IPA  
from Cloudburst Brewing!206-547-1417 • 460 North 36th Street  iN the heart of fremoNt

Join us for the Big Game!
Watch the Big Game with us Sunday! • Super Food specials

Bonus Weekend Happy Hour, Sat & Sun 10am-2pm

PARTY STARTS 
AT  3PM! in HD!

The NFL Sunday Ticket Here 
In Hi-Def

Near the Center of the Universe
at the Corner of 35th. and Stone Way N.

206-547-2967

Fresh FRESH
Alaskan
Halibut!

FRESH FRESH
Alaskan
Halibut!

ALASKAN
HALIBUT!

FRESH FRESH
TROLL CAUGHT

KING SALMON
WE SHIP

SEAFOOD OVERNIGHT
ANYWHERE IN THE USA

OR WE PACK FOR 
AIR TRAVEL

http://www.beachhouserestaurants.com/
http://mychinesesoulfood.com/
http://highlineseattle.com/
http://ilbistro.net/
http://thesixgill.com/
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COCKTAILS • TASTY HOT DOGS  
LOTSA PINBALL • FROSTY BEER
2222 2ND AVENUE • SEATTLE 
206-441-5449
BETWEEN BELL AND BLANCHARD

RESERVE THE  
TROPHY ROOM 
FOR YOUR 
NEXT EVENT

RESERVE THE  
TROPHY ROOM 
FOR YOUR 
NEXT EVENT

THESTRANGER.COM/CLASSIFIEDS | TO PLACE AN AD BY PHONE: 206-323-7101

GENERAL HELP WANTED

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
REPRESENTATIVE

Customer Service Representative 
HLT Check Exchange: Cash han-
dling, marketing & collections. 

Must have 6 months cash handling 
experience and valid drivers license. 

Paid days & holidays and bonus 
plan. Email resume to :  

bstillwell2@aol.com

PAID RESEARCH

ALCOHOL STUDY THROUGH  
UW - Adults 18-20 *not* in school 
needed for a study on health behavior.
Earn up to $150 if eligible. Email 
dartuw@uw.edu for more info.

ENROLLING NOW -  Severe Pollen 
or Seasonal Allergies? Earn $185 
For Each Qualified Plasma Donation! 
Call us today 425-258-3653 
www.plasmalab.com

RETAIL

ECO ELEMENTS 
METAPHYSICAL  
BOOKS & GIFTS

IMMEDIATE OPENING for psychic/
tarot reader. Energetic, flexible, 

committed, EXP. & knowledgeable 
in retail sales metaphysics. Drop 

off resume in person & book list to: 
1530 1st Ave  

(serious inquiries only).

VOLUNTEERS

USE YOUR COACHING  Skills 
to support Nonprofit Leaders! Visit 
the volunteer section of our website 
501commons.org

MISC.

AIRLINE CAREERS BEGIN  here 
Get started by training as FAA certi-
fied Aviation Technician. Financial aid 
for qualified students. Job placement 
assistance. Call Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 800-725-1563 (AAN CAN)

CARS/TRUCKS

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! WE  
Buy Like New or Damaged. Running 
or Not. Get Paid! Free Towing! We’re 
Local! Call For Quote: 1-888-420-
3808 (AAN CAN

MASSAGE

LAURIE’S MASSAGE  
(206)919-2180

LIKE A JAPANESE  Hot Springs 
- At The Gated Sanctuary you can 
soak naked outside among soaring 
cedar trees in jetted hot pools. Dip 
in our Alaskan cold plunge. Get an 
amazing massage. Enjoy our euca-
lyptus steam room. (425)334-6277  
www.TheGatedSanctuary.com

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION?  
Thai yoga massage. Peaceful studio 
on Capitol Hill. Licensed and insured 
male massage practitioner with 10+ 
year’s knowledge and experience. 
$120/session. (206) 683-2675

OTHER

PENIS ENLARGEMENT 
MEDICAL  PUMP. Gain 1-3 Inches 
Permanently! Money back guar-
antee. FDA Licensed since 1997. 
Free Brochure: Call (619) 294-7777  
www.drjoelkaplan.com

VIAGRA!! 52 PILLS  for Only 
$99.00. Your #1 trusted provider for 
10 years. Insured and Guaranteed 
Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-9028

PREGNANT? THINKING OF  
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in match-
ing Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 AbbyÕs One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. 
Void in Illinois/New Mexico/Indiana  
(AAN CAN)

STRUGGLING WITH DRUGS  or 
ALCHOHOL? Addicted to PILLS? 
Talk to someone who cares. Call 
The Addiction Hope & Help Line for 
a free assessment. 800-978-6674 
(AAN CAN)

MUSIC LESSONS

SING! JANET 206-781-5062  
FreetheVoiceWithin.com

THE VOCALIST STUDIO
We Train Vocal Athletes  

www.thefourpillarsofsinging.com  
All Styles. Technique Training 
and Song Coaching. Increase 

range. Free the voice. Eliminate 
Tension. Downtown Seattle studio. 

425.444.5053

BANDS WANTED

LOOKING FOR A  band for your 
wedding, private party, business 
event, festival? BLINDED BY NO ONE 
on Facebook. Classic/Alternative/
Hard Rock/Pop band with a huge 
set of popular songs from the 60s 
to NOW! Also on www.gigsalad.com

MUSICIANS AVAILABLE

BLUES / JAZZ  pianist, Rolf Jones-
Moore, will perform a 2 hour concert 
for your event or house concert. Visit 
his website, rolfjonesmoore.com 
for a complete audio experience. 
Contact him through his website, or 
directly at 425.773.3809, to sched-
ule your event.

OPENED FOR  
JEFF BRIDGES!

Legendary Pianist Available. I’m 
Richard Peterson, 67 year old com-
poser, arranger, and pianist. I play 

weekly at KOMO Plaza and recently 
played Pianos in the Park. I’m 

available to play parties, weddings, 
clubs, shows, etc. $200/gig.  

Covers and originals. Please call 
206-325-5271, Thank You! CD 
available. Must have a piano.

VERSATILE BASS PLAYER  
looking for established band. I do 
prefer a Christian rock/pop band. 
Serious inquiries only.NO hard-rock, 
heavy metal, speed metal ... etc.!  
www.myspace.com/basstibi

RECORDING/REHEARSAL

ONE SHARED REHEARSAL  
room @ $220/month including 
36hr/month & private closet. One 
$500/month private rehearsal room.
Visit wildersoundstudios.com. 
Located in SODO Seattle. Contact 
Samantha 425-445-9165. s.wilder@
wildersoundstudios.com

STARLODGE STUDIOS (206)  
287-1615 Hourly rehearsal with 
PA or fully backlined rooms, able 
to accommodate orchestras, Air-
conditioned (HVAC), kitchenette, 
easy load-in, 3-phase power, truck 
or bus parking available. ADA/
wheelchair accessible.

ART STUDIO/CREATIVE

I AM LOOKING  for someone that 
would be interested in sub-leasing this 
room. This is not a place to live or a 
place for a band to rehearse. See web 
ad for pictures. 425.444.5053 or email 
at robert@thevocaliststudio.com.

be proud fulfilling the customer promise.

Now Hiring Full Time Lead
Fulfillment Associates 
Join the team in Kent! 

Amazon is an Affirmative Action - Equal Opportunity Employer - Minority / Female / Disability / Veteran

workatamazonfulfillment.com

Career Choice
Education benefits

Paid Time Off
401k with match
4 day work week

Don’t wait, apply online today: 

For the Week of February 3
ARIES (March 21–April 19): The Bible’s Book of Exodus tells the 
story of the time Moses almost met God. “Show me your glory, 
please,” the prophet says to his deity, who’s hiding. “You cannot see 
my face,” God replies, “but I will show you my back parts.” That’s 
good enough for Moses. He agrees. I hope that you, too, will be 
satisfied with a tantalizingly partial epiphany, Aries. I’m pretty sure 
that if you ask nicely, you can get a glimpse of a splendor that’s as 
meaningful to you as God was to Moses. It may only be the “back 
parts,” but that should still stir you and enrich you.

TAURUS (April 20–May 20): The archaic English word “quaintrelle” 
refers to a woman who treats her life as a work of art. She is pas-
sionate about cultivating beauty and pleasure and wit in everything 
she is and does. But she’s not a narcissistic socialite. She’s not a snooty 
slave to elitist notions of style. Her aim is higher and sweeter: to be 
an impeccable, well-crafted fount of inspiration and blessings. I pro-
pose that we resuscitate and tinker with this term, and make it avail-
able to you. In 2016, you Tauruses of all genders will be inclined to 
incorporate elements of the quaintrelle, and you will also be skilled 
at doing so. If you have not yet dived into this fun work, start now!

GEMINI (May 21–June 20): Sufi teacher (and Gemini) Idries Shah of-
fered this teaching: “They say that when Fortune knocks, you should 
open the door. But why should you make Fortune knock by keeping 
the door shut?” Let’s make this your featured meditation, Gemini. If 
there is anywhere in your life where proverbial doors are shut —ei-
ther in the world outside of you or the world inside of you—unlock 
them and open them wide. Make it easy for Fortune to reach you.

CANCER (June 21–July 22): Many Cancerians harbor a chronic ache 
of melancholy about what they’re missing. The unavailable experience 
in question could be an adventure they wish they were having or an 
absent ally they long to be near or a goal they wish they had time to 
pursue. That’s the bad news. The good news is that you can harness the 
chronic ache. In fact, it’s your birthright as a Cancerian to do so. If you 
summon the willpower to pull yourself up out of the melancholy, you 
can turn its mild poison into a fuel that drives you to get at least some 
of what you’ve been missing. Now is a favorable time to do just that.

LEO (July 23–Aug 22): How will the next chapter of your story 
unfold? I suspect there are two possible scenarios. In one version, 
the abundance of choices overwhelms you. You get bogged down 
in an exciting but debilitating muddle and become frazzled, frenetic, 
and overwrought. In the other possible scenario, you navigate your 
way through the lavish freedom with finesse. Your intuition reveals 
exactly how to make good use of the fertile contradictions. You’re 
crafty, adaptable, and effective. So which way will you go? I think 
it’s completely up to you. For best results, all you have to do is stay in 
close touch with the shining vision of what you really want.

VIRGO (Aug 23–Sept 22): “To hell with my suffering,” wrote Arthur 
Rimbaud in his poem “May Banners.” I suggest you make that your 
mantra for now. Any time you feel a sour thought impinging on your 
perceptions, say, “To hell with my suffering.” And then immediately 
follow it up with an expostulation from another Rimbaud poem, 
“It’s all too beautiful.” Be ruthless about this, Virgo. If you sense an 
imminent outbreak of pettiness, or if a critical voice in your head 
blurts out a curse, or if a pesky ghost nags you, simply say, “To hell 
with my suffering,” and then, “It’s all too beautiful.” In this way, you 
can take advantage of the fact that you now have more power over 
your emotional pain than usual.

LIBRA (Sept 23–Oct 22): “I like people who unbalance me,” says 
Irish writer Colum McCann. Normally I wouldn’t dream of encour-
aging you to make the same declaration, Libra. My instinct is to help 
you do everything necessary to maintain harmony. But now is one of 
those rare times when you can thrive on what happens when you be-
come a bit tilted or uneven or irregular. That’s because the influences 
that unbalance you will be the same influences that tickle your fancy 
and charge your batteries and ring your bell and sizzle your bacon.

SCORPIO (Oct 23–Nov 21): The African Association was a 19th-
century British group dedicated to exploring West Africa. Its members 
hoped to remedy Europeans’ ignorance about the area’s geography. 
In one of the association’s most ambitious projects, it commissioned 
an adventurer named Henry Nicholls to discover the origin and to 
chart the course of the legendary Niger River. Nicholls and his crew 
set out by ship in their quest, traveling north up a river that emptied 
into the Gulf of Guinea. They didn’t realize, and never figured out, 
that they were already on the Niger River. I’m wondering if there’s 
a comparable situation going on in your life, Scorpio. You may be 
looking for something that you have already found.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22–Dec 21): Richard P. Feynman was a brilliant 
physicist who won a Nobel Prize in 1965 for his pioneering work in 
quantum electrodynamics. He also played the bongo drums and was 
a competent artist. But excessive pride was not a problem for him. 
“I’m smart enough to know that I’m dumb,” he testified. “The first 
principle is that you must not fool yourself—and you are the easiest 
person to fool.” I suggest you adopt him as your role model for the 
next two weeks, Sagittarius. All of us need periodic reminders that 
we’ve got a lot to learn, and this is your time. Be extra vigilant in 
protecting yourself from your own misinformation and misdirection.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22–Jan 19): Food connoisseur Anthony Bourdain 
has a TV show that enables him to travel the globe indulging in 
his love of exotic cuisine. He takes his sensual delights seriously. In 
Charleston, South Carolina, he was ecstatic to experience the fla-
vorful bliss of soft-shell crab with lemon pasta and shaved bottarga. 
“Frankly,” he told his dining companion, “I’d slit my best friend’s 
throat for this.” Bourdain was exaggerating for comic effect, but I’m 
concerned you may actually feel that strongly about the gratifica-
tions that are almost within your grasp. I have no problem with you 
getting super-intense in pursuit of your enjoyment. But please stop 
short of taking extreme measures. You know why.

AQUARIUS (Jan 20–Feb 18): You may sometimes be drawn to people 
or places or ideas long before they can give you their gifts. Although 
you sense their potential value, you might have to ripen before you’ll 
be ready to receive their full bounty. Here’s how author Elias Ca-
netti expressed it: “There are books that one has for 20 years without 
reading them, that one always keeps at hand, yet one carefully refrains 
from reading even a complete sentence. Then after 20 years, there 
comes a moment when suddenly, as though under a high compulsion, 
one cannot help taking in such a book from beginning to end, at one 
sitting: It is like a revelation.” I foresee a comparable transition hap-
pening for you, Aquarius.

PISCES (Feb 19–March 20): The Leaning Tower of Pisa is eight 
stories high, including its belfry, and tilts sideways at a four-degree 
angle. When builders started construction back in 1173, they laid a 
weak foundation in unstable soil, and the building has never stood 
straight since then. And yet it is the most lucrative tourist attraction 
in the city of Pisa, and one of the top 10 in Italy. Its flaw is the source 
of its fame and glory. What’s the equivalent in your world, Pisces? 
Now is a favorable time to take new or extra advantage of some-

thing you consider imperfect or blemished. n

FREE WILL ASTROLOGY
BY ROB BREZSNY
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mailto:dartuw@uw.edu
http://www.plasmalab.com/
http://www.thegatedsanctuary.com/
http://www.drjoelkaplan.com/
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PERSON OF INTEREST 

Brat-punk, in the most endearing sense, 

is probably the best way to describe one 

of Mommy Long Legs’ newest songs, 

“Assholes.” The gleeful lyrics: “You 

can take your money and put it in your 

asshole! / You can take your condo and 

put it in your bungalow!” Like so many 

bands, they can’t help but be concerned 

with Seattle’s changing economy, and 

their songs become mini-anthems of 

anticlassism. Their feminist super-chants 

are cleverly veiled inside songs like 

“Weird Girl,” “Haunted Housewives,” 

and “Catcallers.”

Members Lilly, Cory, Melissa, and 

Leah have been playing together for 

a little over a year, but they’re making 

waves, getting hearty hoorays for their 

fi rst album, Life Rips, and their new 

EP, Assholes, from reviewers like MTV 

News and Vice’s Noisey (in an article 

that included Mommy Long Legs called 

“Forget Flannel: Seattle’s New Artis-

tic Hope Is Its Feminist Punk Scene”). 

While that “fl annel” reference might 

be tired and old, Mommy Long Legs are 

anything but.

Mommy Long Legs play El Corazón on 

February 13. And in March, they’ll get 

in their minivan (Handsome Vansome) 

for a West Coast tour with the band 

Boyfriends.

Mommy 
Long Legs
brat-punks

Mommy Long Legs, photographed before a show 
at the Columbia City Theater.

BY KELLY O
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BULLETIN 
BOARD
To place an ad call: 206-323-7101

WANT TO STOP 
DRINKING TO 

NUMB THE PAIN? 

Call the APT study at 
206-764-2458.

Volunteers are needed for the APT Study 
examining two different types of treatment 
for people who have both alcohol problems 
and Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  

Counseling is provided at no cost.  

SEATTLE’S ORIGINAL 
CANNABIS SHOP

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentraion, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 
influence of this drug. There may be healthrisks asociated with consumption of this product. 

For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

2733 4th Ave South • Seattle WA
www.CannabisCity.us

15928 Highway 99 So. Lynnwood WA. 
10AM-10PM Mon-Sat, 10AM-8:30PM Sun 
Whiterabbitcannabis.com | 425-745-4242
Our products have intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery un-
der the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption 
of  these products. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach 
of children.

LAWYER FOR THE LITTLE GUY

DRUG & FINANCIAL CRIMINAL DEFENSE
FIREARM RIGHTS RESTORATION

CRIMINAL HISTORY CLEAN-UP
SEIZED PROPERTY RETURN

Serving All of WA – Your Location Doesn’t Matter

You Can Call Collect 360-853-8368 Day or Night

billie@LawyerfortheLittleGuy.com
9805 Sauk Connection Rd, 98237

I-502 MARIJUANA
BUSINESS SEMINAR

206.659.6981  washingtonmarijuanaschool.com

February 20th & 21st

LIVE I-502 MARIJUANA BUSINESS SEMINAR COVERING 
THE FOLLOWING, AND MORE:
• I-502 licensing process
• What is needed to be done to qualify for the  I-502 license
• All the new and latest changes to the  I-502 Rules
• Moratoriums & Bans
• Bookkeeping and paying taxes

The Washington Liquor Control Board 
re-opens the retail license applications. 

If you have applied or are planing to apply for a I-502 
retail license, this marijuana business seminar is for you.

The Washington Liquor Control Board The Washington Liquor Control Board 

1501 PIKE PL. MKT. #404 Lower Level (206)623-2698 

Located in Seattle’s historic Pike Place Market. 
On the fourth level, two fl oors below the clock. 

Pipe    
Palace
Smoke Shop & Gifts

T H E  B A S E M E N T
&

T R A P P E D  
P R O D U C T I O N S

P R E S E N T

N E U M O S
F E B R U A R Y  2 7 T H  2 0 1 6

T I C K E T S  @  N E U M O S .C O M / E V E N T S

18+ / 21+

http://www.cannabiscity.us/
mailto:billie@lawyerforthelittleguy.com
http://whiterabbitcannabis.com/
http://washingtonmarijuanaschool.com/
http://neumos.com/EVENTS

