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DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating e�ects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment.  
Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children.

Scary low prices  
that are here to stay

8am - 10 pm M - Th
8 am - Midnight Fr/Sat

8 am - 8 pm Sun
206.487.8262

21412  
Highway 99 

Edmonds WA 
 98026

The best growers.  
The best prices.  

Why go anywhere else?   

$4 
CBD  
slips

$7 
drinks

$20 
topicals

$13 
eighths

 

$15 
full gram 

 oil

$3 
edibles  
& joints

$11 
full gram
infused 
prerolls

Best everyday prices  
in the Seattle metro area

Same parking lot as McDonald’s
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DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and 
judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. Smoking can kill you. There may be health risks 

associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children.

Open: 8am-11:30pm, 7 days a week

OCEANGREENS420.COM

IT ’S ALWAYS 420 HERE ™

™

$4 edibles $5 pre rolls
$5 grams  $20 1 gram wax 
$17 eighths $75 14 grams
$25 vapes $99 ounces

1407 FIFTH AVENUE  |  FIFTH & UNION  |  SEATTLE, WA 98101  |  206.447.9488
turgeonraine.com

Exclusively at

  

1407 FIFTH AVENUE  |  FIFTH & UNION  |  SEATTLE, WA 98101  |  206.447.9488
turgeonraine.com

Exclusively at

  
18 karat
    “Single Loops” 
               by Michael Good

    available in 3 sizes and in white gold

TR_Stranger2013.indd   7 8/6/13   6:19 PM

http://oceangreens420.com/
http://turgeonraine.com/
http://turgeonraine.com/
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AIDS era … page 45

ART
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nightmare that is this election season … page 47
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Meet Gramma, Seattle’s promising new poetry 
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Reviews of Oasis: Supersonic and  

The Handmaiden … page 49

CHOW
In defense of sardines, herring, and other  

maligned “fishy” fish … page 51
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Kelly Rodriguez, editor of ARCADE … page 54

FREE WILL ASTROLOGY
It’s time to be very practical and concrete … 

page 55
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  SCIENCE   ARTS & CULTURE   COMMUNITY  CIVICSTOWN HALL

  SCIENCE   ARTS & CULTURE   COMMUNITY  CIVICSTOWN HALL

WWW.TOWNHALLSEATTLE.ORG

  SCIENCE   ARTS & CULTURE   COMMUNITY  CIVICSTOWN HALL

(10/26) Braided River presents 
Paul Bannick

‘A Year in the Lives of 
North American Owls’

(10/26 & 10/27) 
Melissa Bangs presents 

Playing Monopoly with God 
& Other True Stories

(10/27) T. C. Boyle
‘The Terranauts’

presented at Seattle University

(10/28) Happy Hour Voting Party
Hosted by Hanna Brooks Olsen

(10/28) Town Hall, Seattle Radio 
Theatre, and KIRO Radio present 
The Mystery of Sleepy Hollow

—Revamped!

(10/29) Bishop’s Committee 
Islam in the Public Square

(10/29) Global Rhythms
Khu.éex’

(10/31) Sandbox Radio presents 
The Shadow Knows

(11/1) Carl Safina
‘What Animals Think and Feel’

(11/2) Daniel Menaker
The Wilds of Everyday English

(11/3) Washington Women’s 
Foundation 

Discovery Days
Community Conversations 

on Race and Gender

(11/3) John Freeman 
with Rick Simonson

A Literary Family Affair

(11/4) Seattle Shambhala Center 
Sakyong Mipham Rinpoche

Rising to the Occasion

(11/5) Reilly & Maloney
Farewell Tour

(11/7) Elliott Bay Book Company
Marissa Meyer

‘Heartless’

(11/8) Election Watch Party

(11/9) Washington Women’s 
Foundation 

Discovery Days
Community Conversations 

on Race and Gender

(11/9) America SCORES 
Poetry Slam

(11/9) Chuck Collins
A One-Percenter 

for the Ninety-Nine

Compassion & Kindness
An Interfaith Dialogue

with three religious leaders

Sonam Rinpoche Dr. Abdul Hassam Father Binh Ta

Moderated by Rev. Eric O’del

Sacred Heart Parish 205 2nd Ave. N, Seattle 98109
7pm Nov 3rd, 2016

EducationAtElevation.org

By
Donations
suggested

mailto:editor@thestranger.com
http://www.townhallseattle.org/
http://educationatelevation.org/
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by the haystack, then take it! And don’t feed 
the gray jays. It makes them trust people.

WE SAW YOU MISS YOUR KICK
When you, Stephen Hauschka, the kicker for 
the Seahawks, who normally never misses 
any kick ever, missed a game-winning kick 
against the Arizona Cardinals in overtime, 
which ended the game in a tie, we saw your 
crestfallen, disbelieving face, and we wanted 
to tell you it’s okay. You’re amazing, and it’s 
not your fault. The offensive line didn’t do its 
job, Russell Wilson is limpy, and there were 
at least three dropped balls by three nor-
mally trusty receivers and tight ends. If the 
Seahawks’ offense had scored a single touch-
down, the weight of the entire game wouldn’t 
have rested on your weary, normally perfect-
ly performing, foot. We love that foot.

MUSICIANS BLOW MINDS AT THE 
MOORE
We saw you—two of India’s greatest living 
musicians, tabla master Zakir Hussain and 
sitarist Niladri Kumar—play a mind-blowing 
set at the Moore on Sunday. For 80 minutes, 
you unleashed a continuous stream of rapidly 
percolating percussion and ravishing tones. 
You had the large audience in thrall to your 
mastery, and we personally felt as if we’d en-
tered a glorious labyrinth in which time had 
frozen and our entire body was covered with 
ears and nothing outside of the venue mat-
tered in the slightest except the immortal mu-
sic you were coaxing from your ancient tools. 
It was one of the most intensely satisfying 
concerts we’ve experienced in our life.

GRANDMA SEEKS WEED IN 
GREENWOOD
You were walking into the Have a Heart rec-
reational cannabis store in Greenwood on a 
Sunday evening as we were walking out. You 
looked fabulous in your fur coat with your 
gray hair swept into a windblown bun. You 

HUFFING AND PUFFING AT THE TOP OF 
MOUNT SI
We were the only people up there. We had 
just paused for rest and victuals on the 
benches at the top of Mount Si. These mo-
ments in nature on sunny weekends make 
living in Seattle and paying feloniously in-
flated rent worth it. As we gazed at Bellevue 
in the distance, gray jays and chipmunks 
emerged from the bushes to make their 
adorable protestations for food. We were 
living, albeit briefly, in paradise. In no time, 
you came huffing along. Huffing with great 
huffs. Sniffing with great sniffs. Were you 
a bear? No. You were a guy. Just a guy who 
proceeded to unload your pack beside us, 
lay out and take stock of all your items, and 

remove your sweaty sweatshirt, all while 
huffing and smacking your lips and gener-
ally hovering over us while as we tried to eat 
an apple in the glory of natural silence. You 
were acting like the old guy in the locker 
room who dries his balls with the hand dry-
er, or the guy who chooses the urinal imme-
diately adjacent to us even when other ones 
are available. We’re glad you’re comfortable 
with your body and with excessively vocal-
izing your body’s labor. But damn! You had 
the whole rest of the mountain to yourself, 
including the sunny spot to which you re-
paired following your unnecessarily close 
disrobing. We know it’s a common mountain. 
And we’re not virgins. But come onnnn. If 
the good lord gives you your own flat rock 

WE SAW YOU
STRANGER STAFFERS WERE THERE AS IT HAPPENED

STEVEN WEISSMAN

To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an 
e-mail to ianonymous@thestranger.com. Please remember 

to change the names of the innocent and guilty.

LITTERING: NOT COOL
To the man at Golden Gardens who 
schooled the teen throwing his beer bottle 
into Puget Sound: You’re awesome. My 
partner and I were a few people down 
from the group of boys, and overheard 
you politely asking him to run down to 
the shore and retrieve the bottle, which 
he had just launched over the heads of 
multiple people and next to kids playing 
in the water. “Someone is going to have 
to pick that up,” you said. “What makes 
you so special that you can’t use the trash 
cans like everyone else? Please go get 
your trash.” He kept ignoring you, so you 
looked to the people lying out and asked 
for a vote on who thought he should pick 
up his trash. We all raised our hands. He 
finally did, and you said to his friends, 
“Guys, you want to be hanging out with 
friends who are cool, and he’s just not be-
ing cool. Think about this, it’s important.” 
They looked embarrassed and left. You 
noticed that he had left his bottle on the 
sand, hidden behind a log. You pointed 
and said: “Uh-uh-uh! Take it to the 
recycling can on your way out. Not cool. 
That’s not cool.” It wasn’t cool, but you 
are. Thank you!

—Anonymous

shuffled into the store, gave the other cus-
tomers an appraising look, and then headed 
to the back corner where there’s a display 
case full of edibles. You didn’t care that you 
could’ve been any of our grandmas—you 
just wanted to carefully examine the shop’s 
stock of hard candies and truffles. While we 
didn’t stick around to see you pick anything 
out, we hope whatever you bought did the 
job. We heard the pumpkin-pie truffle was 
particularly good!

AREA TREES LOOKING GLORIOUS
Normally we really hate fall, because it 
means that summer is over, and the days 
are getting shorter, and the darkness is com-
ing, and it’s going to be cold for six months. 
Really, fall is overrated. But last weekend, 
we noticed the trees in their full fall glory. 
Bright oranges, deep maroons, sparkly reds, 
and gorgeous golds dotting the landscape 
wherever we looked. Even driving on the 
freeway was more bearable than usual—the 
colors filled our eyes while we sped down the 
road. We made a mental note to go to the 
Arboretum to soak in the colors before the 
leaves are gone and the color drains from the 
sky and the fun is over. ■

THE STRANGER 

MOUNT SI It was beautiful. Then you showed up.

RIP, JACK CHICK: 1924–2016
GEORGE PFROMM II

mailto:ianonymous@thestranger.com
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ACTIVIST JOBS
Work with Grassroots Campaigns to:

Protect Civil Liberties
End Discrimination
Fight for Progressive 
Change

Earn $13 - $17/hr,  
Part-Time/Full-
Time/Career

CALL NOW! (206) 329-4416

We’re looking for a strategic 
and creative leader to serve 
as our Executive Director. A 
strong belief in the political 
power of young people is a 
must! Deadline to apply is 
11/11/16. Job description 
at washingtonbus.org/jobs

NEWS

prospective officers the sheriff was consid-
ering hiring. She was supposed to go on 
ride-alongs with those officers, review their 
files, and interview their colleagues.

Instead, an internal investigation by the 
King County Sheriff ’s Office found, she 
lived it up on the taxpayers’ dime. Dur-
ing trips to Hawaii, Arizona, California, 
Nevada, and Oregon, Atwood upgraded 
her rooms at resorts or her rental cars far 
beyond what was allowed by King County 
regulations. On several trips, she took her 
son with her to hotel pools and beaches and 
went sightseeing.

During a two-day trip to Maui, she spent 
$549 per night on a room at the Fairmont 
Maui, including $116 for an “ocean view up-
grade”—more than double the authorized per 
diem rate of $259 per night. She spent $150 
for a rental car upgrade with Hertz, against 
King County policy.

After at least two years of this kind of 
activity, and at least $7,500 wasted, people be-
gan asking questions.

The sheriff ’s finance division noticed At-
wood booked an unusually expensive room at 
the Disney Resort Aulani on Oahu in March 
of 2016. The hotel was on the opposite side of 
the island from where she needed to conduct 
the background check.

An exhaustive investigation, led by a fel-
low detective, began. Investigators checked 
the time stamps on her cell phone and iPad 

photos against her statements about when 
she was working. What emerged, according 
to county files, was a “clear pattern of fraud 
and deception.”

In several cases, she never spoke with the 
officers whose background she was supposed 
to check.

In the Maui case, investigators later 
found “numerous recreational type photos 
throughout the day, during and after work 
hours, at the pool and the beach” on her work 
phone. Atwood had claimed she was work-
ing overtime. But she never submitted the 
paperwork needed to review the Maui Po-
lice Department’s files on the officer whose 
background she was supposed to check. She 
hadn’t bothered to do her job.

After working in the sheriff depart-
ment’s background unit since 2011, 

Atwood was fired on October 10, 2016, for 

criminal conduct. 
The sheriff ’s 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
substant ia ted 
allegations of con-
duct unbecoming an officer, making 
false and fraudulent statements, and insub-
ordination (for leaving the region without 
informing superiors during her stint on paid 
leave pending investigation).

Atwood also got caught bilking taxpayers 
in King County when a colleague noticed her 
conducting traffic in Kenmore, in the middle 
a workday afternoon, on behalf of a second-
ary employer. That colleague mentioned 
it a sergeant, who noted that Atwood had 
claimed sick leave for the day.

For two hours in August, Detective Mike 
Mullinax questioned Atwood about her con-
duct. “When you weren’t putting in your 
eight hours a day at work, what were you do-
ing?” Mullinax asked.

“Um, vacationing I guess,” Atwood 
responded, according to the interview 
transcripts.

Mullinax asked her, “You’re taking that 
money, so basically you’re ending up cheating 
the county out of that money. Is that true?”

“I guess so.”
“Either it’s true or it’s not.”
“Yeah, I guess it’s true.”
“You went back to guess again.”
“It’s true.”
Pressed by Mullinax about “lying,” At-

wood also admits she “should have been 
truthful” when she was first questioned about 
her spending.

Vacation from the Law
One Detective’s High Times on the Taxpayers’ Dime

BY ANSEL HERZ

JAMES YAMASAKI

They found “recreational 
type photos during and 

after work hours, at the pool 
and the beach” on her work 
phone. Atwood had claimed 
she was working overtime. 

T iffany Atwood had a pretty sweet assignment at the King 
County Sheriff ’s Office. As a “background detective,” her job 

was to visit police departments around the country and evaluate

ELECTION 
CHEAT 

SHEET ON 
PAGE 11

http://washingtonbus.org/jobs
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Atwood is alleged to have defrauded the 
county of at least $7,500 (her lawyer gave a 
rough estimate of $10,000) over the course 
of at least 12 trips. Investigators said there 
could have been additional expenses. And At-
wood was found to be engaging in what police 
call “double-dipping” by working extra jobs 
while she claimed to be sick.

A twood’s case is further complicated 
by her own allegations against King 

County sheriff John Urquhart. Atwood and 
several other officers claim that Urquhart 
uses retaliatory tactics against his staff.

Urquhart has said plainly that he won’t 
“tolerate BS” at his de-
partment. The sheriff 
campaigned on a strict 
no-nonsense approach to 
police accountability, and 
he’s followed through by 
cleaning house. Since 
2013, he’s fired 19 of-
ficers, for everything 
from failure to turn in 
reports to homophobic 
text messages to sleep-
ing on duty. Atwood is the latest officer to 
lose her job.

“I want this process to reflect me and what 
I think is important,” Urquhart told The 
Stranger last year. “Since I was elected, I get 
to make the rules.”

On September 14, after the investigation 
had finished, Atwood filed a complaint with 
the county ombudsman seeking protection as 
a whistle-blower.

She alleges the sheriff is “targeting” her 
for retaliation in an effort to discredit her. In 
2012, as a background detective, she certified 
a polygraph test that Chris Barringer, the 
sheriff ’s chief of staff, had taken. She signed 
her name to a memorandum saying Barrin-
ger had passed.

The polygraph results came in later. The 
Seattle police officer who conducted the test 
noted that Barringer had shown a “signifi-
cant response” to a question about bribery. 
“It is my opinion that this matter is unre-
solved,” the officer wrote.

Atwood said she noticed the anomalous 
result, but conferred with her partner and 
decided not to do anything about it.

“She ends up putting the polygraph in a 
file and signs the memo,” acknowledged Tim 
Leary, her attorney. “Which was a mistake in 
judgment on their part.”

When Barringer applied to the state 
academy to become a sworn officer, how-
ever, Atwood began raising issues about the 

polygraph. Urquhart had Barringer take 
another polygraph test in 2014, which he 
passed.

Atwood’s complaint does not explain how 
her handling of the polygraph is connected to 
the investigation into a pattern of fraud and 
deception that led to her firing.

“I’m not saying [the investigation] is 
trumped up and she didn’t do things she 
shouldn’t have done,” Leary said. “There’s a 
bigger story here. Urquhart has a pattern of 
using internal investigations to settle scores.”

“Of course it’s not true,” Urquhart 
responded. “Every investigation is indepen-
dently investigated by detective sergeants.”

If an investigation turns up misconduct, 
the chain of command 
certifies the findings. 
The sheriff doesn’t get 
involved until the hear-
ing where an officer 
pleads his or her case. 
Atwood chose to waive 
her own hearing.

That polygraph is 
also allegedly a key 
piece of evidence in an-
other case. Two other 

officers, Amy Shoblom and Louis Caballero, 
who were fired last year after they wrongly 
claimed a black bus driver used profanity 
against them, are suing the sheriff, alleging 
Urquhart unfairly retaliated against them. 
Their attorney, Julie Kays, told the Seattle 
Times that the polygraph issue “raises ques-
tions of integrity, of public trust, of honesty.”

The county and the sheriff ’s office told the 
Seattle Times that Shoblom and Caballero’s 
suit is “dangling red herring arguments to 
obfuscate the facts.” The King County om-
budsman investigated the polygraph rumors 
in 2015, and effectively dismissed the com-
plaint, noting that “current applicable law 
does not characterize polygraph results in 
pass/fail terms.”

That case is scheduled to go to trial in 
January.

As for Atwood, the sheriff ’s office has 
forwarded its findings to King County prose-
cutor Dan Satterberg for a charging decision.  
A spokesperson for the prosecutor’s office 
said they’re still reviewing the case.  “We 
documented what we believe was criminal 
behavior on the part of Detective Atwood,” 
Urquhart said in a statement. 

Which means all that beach and poolside 
lounging might result in felony charges. 
Some upgrade. ■

Comment on this story at
THESTRANGER.COM/NEWS

The sheriff campaigned 
on a strict no-nonsense 

approach to police 
accountability, and 

he’s followed through 
by cleaning house.

POLYGRAPH SUBPLOT Is it a red herring or not?

http://thestranger.com/NEWS
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ELECTION  
NIGHT PARTY

Cause you’ll need a  
drink after this one!

Hosted by Dan Savage

4 PM Doors | The showbox
coverage begins at 5pm | Free! | 21 +

Tuesday  
November 8th
Live Election Coverage 

 Drink specials
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INITIATIVES 
TO THE PEOPLE

Initiative Measure No. 1433
Yes

Initiative Measure No. 1464
Yes

Initiative Measure No. 1491
Yes

Initiative Measure No. 1501
No

INITIATIVES TO THE 
LEGISLATURE

Initiative Measure No. 732
Yes

Initiative Measure No. 735
Yes

ADVISORY VOTES

Advisory Vote No. 14
Maintained

Advisory Vote No. 15
Maintained

PROPOSED 
AMENDMENT 
TO THE STATE

CONSTITUTION

Senate Joint Resolution No. 
8210

Approved

COUNTY

King County Charter 
Amendment No. 1

Yes

King County Charter 
Amendment No. 2

Yes

FEDERAL

President and Vice President  
of the United States
Hillary Clinton  
and Tim Kaine

US Senator
Patty Murray

US Representative 
Congressional District No. 1

Suzan DelBene
US Representative 

Congressional District No. 7
Pramila Jayapal
US Representative 

Congressional District No. 8
Tony Ventrella

US Representative 
Congressional District No. 9

Adam Smith

STATE

Governor
Jay Inslee

Lieutenant Governor
Cyrus Habib

Secretary of State
Tina Podlodowski

State Treasurer
Duane Davidson

State Auditor
Pat (Patrice) McCarthy

Attorney General
Bob Ferguson

Commissioner of Public Lands
Hilary Franz

Superintendent of Public 
Instruction

Chris Reykdal

Insurance Commissioner
Mike Kreidler

Legislative District No. 11, 
State Senator

Bob Hasegawa
Legislative District No. 11, 

Representative Position No. 1
Zack Hudgins

Legislative District No. 17, 
State Senator
Tim Probst

Legislative District No. 25, 
State Senator

Karl Mecklenburg
Legislative District No. 28, 

State Senator
Marisa Peloquin

Legislative District No. 32, 
Representative Position No. 1

Cindy Ryu
Legislative District No. 32, 

Representative Position No. 2
Ruth Kagi

Legislative District No. 34, 
Representative Position No. 1

Eileen L. Cody
Legislative District No. 34, 

Representative Position No. 2
Joe Fitzgibbon

Legislative District No. 37, 
Representative Position No. 1
Sharon Tomiko Santos
Legislative District No. 37, 

Representative Position No. 2
Eric Pettigrew

Legislative District No. 41, 
State Senator

Lisa Wellman

Legislative District No. 43, 
Representative Position No. 1

Nicole Macri
Legislative District No. 46, 

Representative Position No. 1
Gerry Pollet

STATE SUPREME COURT
Justice Position No. 1

Mary Yu
Justice Position No. 5
Barbara Madsen
Justice Position No. 6
Charles (Charlie) 

Wiggins

SUPERIOR COURT

Judge Position No. 14
Nicole Gaines Phelps

Judge Position No. 26
David Keenan

Judge Position No. 31
Helen Halpert

Judge Position No. 44
Cathy Moore

Judge Position No. 52
Anthony Gipe

Judge Position No. 53
Mariane Spearman

DISTRICT COURT
Southwest Electoral District, 

Judge Position No. 3
Laurel Gibson

CITY
City of Seattle, Initiative No. 124

Yes

TRANSPORTATION

Sound Transit, Proposition No. 1
Approved

The Stranger Election Control Board

CHEAT SHEET
For the November 8, 2016,
General Election
The Stranger does not make endorsements  
in uncontested races or in races we forgot.
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FALL 2016

GREEN GUIDE

CONTACT YOUR ADVERTISING REP TODAY!
CALL:   206-323-7101

EMAIL:   ADINFO@THESTRANGER.COM

DEADLINES   
SPACE 

RESERVATION: 
WED, OCT 26   

ADS DUE: 
FRI, OCT 28

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT IN THE 

NOVEMBER 16th
ISSUE OF THE STRANGER
plus additional distribution 
at local green providers 
around town. 
Total Circulation: 78,000

A BIT ABOUT 
STRANGER 
READERS:
»  Median age 
    is 35
»  70%  are 21-44
»  47% are 
interested 
in information 

or news about marijuana

GLOSSY 
COVER !

mailto:ADINFO@thestranger.com
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Flower, Edibles, and More
417 NW 65th Street

206.402.5697
www.thepartakery.com

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery 
under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumptionof this prouct. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of reach of children.

OPEN
Tue-Thurs 11am-9pm 

Fri-Sat 11am-10pm
Sun 11am-7pm

21 + Recreational

Conveniently  
located across from  
Slave to the Needle  
and The Tin Hat

thepartakery @Partakery

Ballard                                                          Cannabis

Highly Profitable
WA Recreational

Cannabis Retail Shop
FOR SALE 

Priced to Sell
Email

retailgreenbiz@gmail.com
for details

Priced to SellPriced to Sell

CLEAN YOUR BONG A TWICE MONTHLY 
POT COLUMN

A s I write this, the United States is 
slogging through a dark and damn-

ing season of political tawdriness roiling with 
dangerous racism, violent sexism, and the 
ugliest truths about our fellow Americans ex-
posed, and I am very high.

This is a good time to live in a state with 
readily available legal cannabis, and if I’ve 
been inspired to imbibe more than usual, it’s 
only because I’ve more often needed weed’s 
fast-track connection to the things that make 
life worth living (food, sex, laughter, dogs, art, 
harmony with fellow humans). Because we 
have seen some terrifying shit, and it’s been 
coming at us at a rate that defies processing.

In any previous election, any one of Trump’s 
1,001 horrifying proc-
lamations—inner-city 
African Americans have 
“no education,” some 
women are too unattract-
ive to sexually assault, 
every Muslim in the US is 
possibly ISIS-affiliated—
would’ve fueled weeks of 
media hubbub and a level 
of uproar commensurate 
with the moral affront. 
But the three examples 
just cited all came in one 
week, two of them in the 
same hour, and it’s cumu-
latively pummeling.

 Regarding my 
claim that this elec-
tion “exposed” the 
ugliest truths about our fellow Americans: 
This statement is bullshit, or at least decep-
tive. Exposure suggests foiled discretion, 
and one of the most horrifying components 
of the Trumping of America is the pride citi-
zens have taken in embracing this madman 
and his ideas, crowding into stadiums to es-
sentially scream in unison, “We love and 
support this deranged, racist sexual predator 
who defies decency with every out breath and 
resembles the haphazardly embalmed corpse 
of Richie Rich!” Even that 
joke’s a bit of bullshit, as 
certainly a fair number of 
these stadium-fillers are 
there for more compli-
cated reasons, along the 
lines of “We’re so desti-
tute and estranged from 
all avenues of American 
advancement that we’re 
willing to toss our lot in 
with that racist, sexist car-
toon corpse offering promises of salvation.”

So, yes, it’s been an ugly time, and it has 
the potential to get much uglier, but weed 
has helped, granting me a mental expansion 
that lets me survey the current carnage with 
a bit of detachment and even grim apprecia-
tion: “So this is how Hitlers happen,” my high 
brain notes. “Huh.”

Still, it’s not like this horrifying election 
cycle has been without its pleasures. For ex-
ample, Twitter, for which the entire Trump 
campaign has been a de facto long-con com-
mercial. “Check Twitter!” whispers the wind 
every 15 seconds or so. “Trump’s probably 
done something horrible!” I’ll never forget 

my experiences of lazily visiting Twitter out 
of habit and being jolted to astonishment by 
our would-be Republican president calling 
Mexicans rapists or noting the blood coming 
out of Megyn Kelly’s wherever or picking a 
fight with a baby and insulting a Gold Star 
family. Twitter followed me everywhere. The 
act of eliminating personal waste is now so 
linked to reading tweets about terrible new 
Trump things that I’m no longer sure I can 
do the former without the latter.

This apotheosis of Trump in Twitterland 
came with what will likely be cited as the key 
to his candidacy’s demise: the release of that 
11-year-old Access Hollywood tape and the 
unleashing of Grabherbythepussygate, which 

hit Twitter like a bomb 
and inspired days of 
brilliant aftershocks. 
What happened on 
Twitter between Fri-
day, October 7, and 
Sunday, October 9, will 
be remembered by all 
who experienced it as 
one of the great liter-
ary events of the 21st 
century, with Friday’s 
schadenfreude-rich 
revelations inspir-
ing galling deflections 
from the Trump camp, 
what should be career-
ruining hypocrisy 
from Republicans and 
evangelicals tying 

themselves in knots to maintain pro-Trump 
positions, and days of brain-tingling wit. (My 
favorite meme: the photo of a riotously laugh-
ing Hillary Clinton with the line “Like his 
hand could grab a whole pussy.”)

But this shit isn’t funny. At the most 
recent presidential debate, Trump made an-
other of his dangerously racist and reckless 
proclamations about ISIS infiltration when 
he suggested that every American Muslim is 
a potential agent of ISIS and putting every 

brown-skinned American 
at risk of violence from 
Trump-loving “patriots.” 
And I can’t imagine what 
it feels like to be a woman 
in America in 2016. On 
one hand, you’ve got the 
most retrograde sexist 
in contemporary Ameri-
can history as a viable 
presidential candidate 
inspiring waves of shock-

ingly sexist commiseration and support from 
politicians and religious leaders. On the 
other, you’ve got a brilliant, hardworking hu-
man ready to become America’s first female 
president. I’m so sorry you’re having to wade 
through so much traumatic shit en route to 
what will be a rapturous day, when we elect 
our Madam President, or die trying.

Thank you for joining me on this stoned 
journey through my mind. I must now go eat 
two sticks of pepper-jack string cheese melt-
ed on a plate. ■

Got a weed question? E-mail  
schmader@thestranger.com
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T raffi c in Seattle is a nightmare. You know this. You sit in it. 
You may even be sitting in it right now, reading this as your 

bus crawls toward Ballard or West Seattle. You sit in traffi c 
because you have no choice.

Building more light rail is the answer.
Sound Transit 3, listed on your ballot as 

Sound Transit Proposition No. 1, will expand 
light rail to Ballard and West Seattle, plus 
Everett, Issaquah, Federal Way, Tacoma, 
and downtown Redmond. Assuming you and 
everyone you know votes 
“Approved,” the ST3 pack-
age will also bring other 
transit improvements: New 
bus rapid transit will begin 
running between Burien, 
south of Seattle, and Lyn-
nwood, in the north. Other 
rapid buses will begin run-
ning between Shoreline in 
the north and Bothell in the east. Plus, Sound-
er commuter train service will expand to carry 
more people between Seattle and Lakewood, 
south of Tacoma, and get two new stations.

“There is no alternative,” King County ex-
ecutive and Sound Transit Board chair Dow 
Constantine said at a campaign event in Sep-
tember. “Building another freeway—that’s a 
joke.”

Yet judging by the tightfi sted pearl-clutch-
ers on the Seattle Times editorial board, the 
lackeys marching behind Bellevue mall de-
veloper Kemper Freeman, and other voices 
of shortsighted masstransitphobes, there’s a 
surprising number of people in this region who 

would indeed prefer to see 
another freeway—which 
isn’t going to happen—or 
anything other than more 
light rail.

To convince you they’re 
right, these people are 
now busy spinning some 
real bullshit. Do not let 
them win. The fi rst step 

is spotting their bullshit. The second step is 
crushing their bullshit with your vote on (or 
before!) November 8.

Remember, in order to pass ST3, voters 
across King, Snohomish, and Pierce Coun-
ties will need to come together and vote 
“Approved” in this election. In other words, 
urbanists in Seattle have to fi nd common 
ground with suburbanists in Bellevue and 

Boeing workers in Everett and all the people 
who can’t afford Seattle anymore and now 
live in Tacoma. And that’s fucking hard. The 
suburbs are less enthusiastic about light rail 
than Seattle, which means those of us in King 
County who really want light rail have to vote 
for it in large numbers. If we don’t and ST3 
fails, we’ll miss the shot of a generation.

So if you’re at all on the fence, read this. If 
your friends and family are on the fence, send 
them the link to this piece. If they won’t read 
it, read it to them. If there’s an argument I 
haven’t addressed here that you just can’t get 
past, e-mail me (heidi@thestranger.com) and 
I’ll do my best to fi nd you an answer. If you’re 
irredeemably anti-transit and not interested 
in helping pay for something to benefi t future 
generations, drop everything and read all of 
the below words very slowly, over and over, 
until November 9. The rest of you: Ballots are 
due by November 8.

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 1: 
ST3 IS TOO EXPENSIVE

In the voters’ guide, the opposition makes 
this accusation: “The legislature authorized 
Sound Transit to raise taxes $15 billion for 
ST3. Somehow it’s exploded into an eye-pop-
ping $54 billion!” That’s nonsense.

Back during the legislative session, people 

threw around that $15 billion number as they 
worked to get lawmakers to give us the au-
thority to tax ourselves for light rail. It was an 
example of what a 15-year light rail package 
would cost—just in new taxes. But the only 
thing the legislature decided on was the per-
centage of tax increases Sound Transit could 
seek, not the total size of the package. So 
Sound Transit took that authority and crafted 
a 25-year package, because a 25-year package 
can deliver more to the entire region. They 
combined those new taxes with existing taxes 
and grants, and then added expected infl a-
tion, and that gets us to $54 billion.

Of that, $27.7 billion is new taxes over the 
next 25 years, most of that coming from a 
.5 percent increase in the sales tax and the rest 
coming from property taxes and car tab fees. 
The remaining $26.1 billion comes from taxes 
you’re already paying, grants, bonds, and fares. 
Of the new taxes, only about $8 billion will come 
from North King County, including Seattle.

So what does this mean for you? For the 
median resident of the three-county taxing 
district, that works out to about $169 per 
person per year or $338 per household. This 
will be higher in Seattle because of higher 
property values and incomes. I plugged Se-
attle’s median home value, median household 
income, and the average Seattle car value 
into ST3 tax calculators created by Sound 
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Transit, the Seattle Times, and the opposi-
tion campaign. I got values ranging from $519 
to $556 per year for a two-person household. 
That’s about $45 a month per household. But 
if you’re a broke transit rider, take heart: 
Lower incomes and cheaper cars (or no car) 
means you will pay much less.

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 2:  
ST3 WAS RUSHED ONTO THE 
NOVEMBER BALLOT WITHOUT 
ENOUGH PUBLIC INPUT

Only in Seattle could people claim a project 
that has been holding public meetings since 
2012 was rushed. Sound Transit has been 
planning for ST3 for years. Last summer, the 
agency asked people to rank the projects that 
are most important to them, and it got about 
25,000 responses. Then 
it presented a draft plan 
and asked for feedback. 
It received nearly 35,000 
responses. The theme was 
clear: People wanted light 
rail faster. So Sound Tran-
sit sped up some of the 
proposed projects, and the 
Sound Transit Board—a 
group of elected officials 
from all over the region—
sent it to the ballot.

Now consider how long 
this region has been wait-
ing for real mass transit. Seattle had its shot 
at a mostly federally funded rail system way 
back in 1968 and 1970, and voters blew it by 
rejecting the idea both times. Seattle vot-
ers fought for an elevated rail system in the 
1990s and early 2000s, but the city dropped 
the ball. It wasn’t until 1996 that Sound Tran-
sit’s first light rail measure, Sound Move, 
was approved. The agency has incrementally 
been building lines since. By no definition 
does any of that constitute a “rush” toward 
mass transit in this city.

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 3: THE 
PROJECTS IN ST3 WILL TAKE 
TOO LONG TO BUILD

Ugh. I get it. For those of you who actually 
want us to be rushing, it’s hard to get excited 
about new light rail lines that won’t open until 
2030 (West Seattle), 2035 (Ballard), or 2036 
(Everett). Some of you are gonna be drool-
ing in a retirement home by then (looking at 
you, Frank Blethen). But those long time-
lines are necessary, unless we can (a) find a 
free-flowing source of cash, (b) abandon all 
environmental regulations, and (c) cut out 
annoying regulations like the noise rules that 
stop the construction crew building the sta-
tion in your neighborhood from working all 
night long.

None of those are very likely. The agency 
must plan, study, and do environmental reviews 
for years before construction begins. And 
some of these projects are going to be fucking 
complicated—like digging a new tunnel under 
downtown Seattle. That shit takes time.

The good news is cities can speed up some 
of those timelines by streamlining permit-
ting and reviewing processes (write to your 
city council members!), and Sound Transit is 
already working on other projects approved 
the last time they went to voters. While we 
wait for Ballard and West Seattle, we’ll see 
light rail open north to the University Dis-
trict and Northgate (2021), to Lynnwood 
(2023), and east to Bellevue (2023). (And if 
the new Capitol Hill and University of Wash-
ington stations, which have contributed to 
record ridership rates, are any indication, 
those stops will attract thousands of new 
riders.) With ST2 and—assuming we pass 
it—ST3, new stations and lines will be open-
ing steadily for the next 25 years.

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 4:  
ST3 IS A “NEVER-ENDING TAX”

This is just a lie. The Seattle Times edito-
rial board knows it’s a lie and they keep using 
it, calling ST3 a “permanent tax.” Language 
in the ST3 materials you’ll vote on requires 
that—if there is no Sound Transit 4—Sound 
Transit roll back the ST3 taxes after the bonds 
are paid off, which would likely be about seven 
years after the projects are completed in 2041.

Most of the existing taxes, which you al-
ready pay today, would remain in order to pay 
for the operations and maintenance of trains, 
but those are separate from the new ST3 
taxes. And guess what! That’s a good thing! It 
gives Sound Transit the necessary money to 
keep the trains running so you and your future 
kids and grandkids don’t all die in fiery crash-

es on unmaintained light 
rail trains. (Not convinced? 
Take a look at Washington, 
DC, where years of put-
ting off maintenance now 
means some subway lines 
will be down for a year.)

Now, some people lump 
this in with another com-
plaint. They’ll say ST3 lets 
the agency build for too 
long without going back to 
the voters. Let’s do a little 
now and a little later, they’ll 
say. That’s the approach 

this region has been taking for decades. Today, 
the region is growing so rapidly, there is no 
time for incrementalism. This is our chance to 
fix the mistakes voters made in the 1960s and 
’70s. This is our chance to go big.

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 5:  
ST3 IS A “BLANK CHECK”

This package has a dollar figure associ-
ated with it ($54 billion). So if it were a check, it 
would not be blank. That number would go on 
the check. It would not be a blank check because 
THERE IS AN AMOUNT ON THE CHECK.

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 6:  
ST3 TAXES THREATEN  
EDUCATION FUNDING

Hey, Seattle Democratic state senator Re-
uven Carlyle, are you proud of yourself? You 
handed the ST3 opposition a convenient talk-
ing point when you announced in August that 
you wouldn’t endorse ST3, even though it 
would bring light rail to your district, because 
of the “genuine burden the Sound Transit pro-
posal places on public education.” Even though 
you said you weren’t actively opposing ST3, 
opponents have run with your talking point, 
claiming ST3 will jeopardize the state’s ability 
to come up with money for public education. 
But that would not in fact happen if ST3 passes.

This shit gets wonkier than I can get into 
here, but what you need to know is that the 
state legislature is currently able to raise 
property taxes only up to a certain level, and 
some people worry the property taxes in ST3 
eat away at that limit. But guess who decides 
how much can be charged in property taxes? 
Guess who gets to set that level? State legis-
lators! They still have room to raise property 
taxes under the limit. They can also raise that 
limit or turn to other tax sources, like a capi-
tal gains tax, for education. They gave Sound 
Transit the authority to use property, sales, 
and MVET taxes for ST3, so that’s what 
Sound Transit used. It’s on the legislature to 
deal with education.

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 7: SOUND 
TRANSIT CAN’T BE TRUSTED

Back in the 1990s, Sound Transit was 
a mess. The first Sound Transit ballot 
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measure to pass—Sound Move—included 
seriously inaccurate calculations about how 
long it would take to build light rail and how 
much it would cost. By the early 2000s, the 
agency announced it would take twice as long 
and it would cost twice as much to build light 
rail between Angle Lake and the University 
District.

However, in the years that followed, a new 
head helped the agency get its shit together. 
The Feds, who initially pulled their support, 
gave Sound Transit grants, and in 2009, the 
first segment of light rail opened. Since then, 
every project has been delivered on time and 
on budget. The “can’t be trusted” critique is 
lazy, outdated bullshit. Don’t fall for it.

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 8:  
THE OPPOSITION CARES  
ABOUT TRANSIT, TOO

Follow the money. A group called “Families 
for Sustainable Transit” is the top contributor 
to the No on ST3 campaign. And Families for 
Sustainable Transit is getting most of its cash 
from longtime rail opponent Kemper Free-
man and the King County Republican Party, 
which claims in its platform that Sound Tran-
sit has a “long record of broken promises, 
unaccountability, and excessive taxation.” 
(See above.)

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 9: WE 
COULD DO THE SAME THING 
WITH BUSES FOR CHEAPER

There may be some universe in which local 
governments have the political will to spend 
enough money and take enough lanes away 
from cars to make bus travel truly compara-
ble to trains. Puget Sound in 2016 is not that 
universe.

Taking significant lanes away from cars is, 
say it with me, never! gonna! happen! That 
leaves a different strategy for making buses 
run as reliably and quickly as trains: separate 
busways. And separate rights-of-way are ex-
actly what makes light rail so expensive. In 
2005, Sound Transit studied both light rail 
and bus rapid transit with its own right-of-
way between Seattle and Bellevue. They 
found that the costs would be similar and 
ridership would be higher on light rail. Buses 
have a role to play in mass transit, but they’re 
never going to do what trains can do.

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 10:  
LIGHT RAIL WILL BE OBSOLETE 
BY THE TIME IT’S BUILT

You know those old magazine stories in 
the 1950s and ’60s in which some idiot con-
fidently looked ahead to a future? The ones 
that said come the year 2000, we’d all have 
flying cars? This bullshit is kinda like that 
bullshit.

Opponents claim we don’t need light rail 
because we’ve already got Uber and self-driv-
ing cars are coming soon. But here’s the thing 
about self-driving cars and ride-sharing ser-
vices like UberPOOL: They’re still cars. Cars 
need road space. Cars get stuck in traffic. 
Cars get delayed by wrecks and obstructions 
in the road. (Yes, haters, this can happen to 
light rail that runs along the street, too. But 
all the new projects in ST3 will be elevated, 
underground, or run at ground level in their 
own right-of-way, so none of them will be in-
teracting with traffic.)

It’s not that cars won’t dramatically 
change in the next 20 years, it’s that cars 
will never be the answer. In the words of 
Seattle Transit Blog: “There is no plausible 
car-first future.” Also coming in the future: 
Hundreds of thousands of new people are 
moving here, which means more cars on 
our already clogged roads—unless people 
have a choice that gets them around town 

faster and easier, unless we build light rail. 
Oh, and by the way: On October 24, Uber 
endorsed ST3.

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 11:  
ST3 WON’T FIX CONGESTION

Don’t tell Kemper! This one is actually 
true! Light rail won’t put an end to cars. It 
won’t transform our freeways into sleepy 
greenways so empty your grandkids can 
skateboard there.

That’s also not the fucking point.
Cities with expansive transit systems—

think New York City—still have crippling 
traffic. Traffic will always be a fact of life. If 
you take some cars off the road in a rapidly 
growing region, more cars will arrive. Mass 
transit is about giving people an alternative. 
And light rail can give a lot of people an al-
ternative. When they’re full—like what we’re 
seeing right now after a Huskies or Mariners 
game—four-car light rail trains running ev-
ery three to six minutes can carry 8,000 to 
16,000 people per hour. Put all those people in 
cars, put those cars on the street, and no one 
will get anywhere.

And 800,000 new people are expected 
in the region by 2040. Even if, come 2040, 
you’re not choosing to use light rail, do you 
want all those new people forced into traffic 
next to you or do you want them to have an 
alternative?

BULLSHIT CLAIM NO. 12:  
ST3 DOESN’T DO ENOUGH  
FOR SEATTLE

Ballard and West Seattle? That’s it? There is 
no doubt that Seattle needs better transit in the 
city. (RIP, monorail.) But here’s what we have 
today: Sound Transit, a regional agency that 
collects money from counties across the region 
and delivers projects to all of those counties. No 
matter how much those of us inside Seattle wish 
it were true, Sound Transit will not take money 
from those other counties and use it entirely on 
new projects in Seattle.

ST3 is not a package that gives Seattleites 
everything we want because it can’t be. But it 
is pretty damn good. Lines to Ballard and West 
Seattle would be entirely separated from traf-
fic. The commute from downtown to Ballard 
would take 17 minutes. Downtown to West Se-
attle would be a 12-minute ride. Trains would 
run every six minutes. The line to Ballard could 
see 145,000 boardings a day. The city would 
get 12 new stations plus have three expanded 
stations and a new downtown tunnel. That’s 
enough to radically reconfigure getting around 
in this city—and it should definitely be enough 
to get you to ignore all the bullshit anti-transit 
rhetoric and vote “Approved.” ■

Sound Transit 3 appears as Proposition No. 
1. Ballots must be postmarked or dropped in a 
ballot drop box by November 8.
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I love my wife, but I have a lot of resentment, 
disappointment, and insecurity over our sex 
life. After four years of marriage, huge angst 
remains that I have yet to get a handle on. 
Right now, with kids and our busy lives, she’s 
content with sex once a 
week or so, and I need relief 
pretty much every night 
to help with my insomnia. 
What’s more, I really don’t 
enjoy porn at all, so if we 
aren’t having intercourse, 
there’s pretty much no other 
way for me to get off. Blame 
it on my fundamentalist 
evangelical upbringing, but 
I fear my porn use becom-
ing an addiction. It makes 
me feel dirty. I would love 
a solution to this problem 
that doesn’t involve me jerk-
ing off in a dark room by a 
computer screen after my 
wife falls asleep every night. 
All I want to do is feel close 
to my wife, orgasm, and sleep. I think she does 
sincerely care and wants to help me, but she is 
just so tired and busy with her career and our 
kids. And yes, I have talked and fought with her 
countless times. In weaker moments, I’ll admit 
I have also guilted her for her more “active” 
sexual past (with prior boyfriends) and for her 
current “neglect,” which I know is unfair and 
unhelpful. I just don’t know what to do.

When Orgasms Enable Sleep

You’ve been married four years, you have more 
than one child, you both work—and if you divide 
household labor like most couples, WOES, your 
wife is doing more/most of the cooking, cleaning, 
and childcare. But even if you were childless, liv-
ing in a hotel suite with daily maid service, eating 
only room service, and throwing your underpants 
out the window after one wearing, WOES, it 
would still be unreasonable to expect PIV inter-
course every night of the week.

Frankly, WOES, once-a-week PIV is more sex 
than most young straight dads are getting. And if 
you’re demanding PIV from your wife as a sleep 
aid—“ask your doctor if Clambien is right for 
you”—it’s a miracle you’re getting any sex at all.

And the limited options you cite—it’s either 
PIV with the wife or masturbation in front of 
the computer—aren’t doing you any favors.

Consider PIV from your wife’s perspective: 
Her husband fucks, comes, and falls asleep. 
She lies there for a while afterward, tingling, 
and may have to go to the bathroom once or 
twice. The PIV that puts her husband to sleep 
after a long day? It puts her sleep off. And if she 
wanted to get it over with quickly—because she 
was exhausted—there wasn’t much foreplay, 
which means she probably wasn’t fully lubri-
cated (uncomfortable) and most likely didn’t 
come (unfair). That’s a recipe for resentment, 
WOES, and resentment kills desire. (Or maybe 
you should think of it this way: If your ass got 
fucked every time you said yes to sex, WOES, 
you wouldn’t say yes to sex seven nights a week.)

If you expanded your definition of sex, WOES, 
if your options weren’t PIV or nothing, you might 
not have to masturbate six nights a week. Because 
if your definition of sex included oral (his and 
hers), mutual masturbation, and frottage—and if 
these weren’t consolation prizes you settled for, 
but sex you were enthusiastic about—your wife 
might say yes to sex more often.

Still, you’re never going to get it seven 
nights a week. So make the most of the PIV 
you’re getting, broaden your definition of sex 
and get another night or two of sex in per week, 
and enjoy porn without guilt the rest of the 
week. And if you’re concerned about the amount 
of porn you’re watching, try this trick: Lie on 
the couch or the floor or the guest bed, stroke 
your cock (even if it’s soft), and think dirty 
thoughts. Your cock will get hard, I promise, 
and you’ll get off. It’s how most people mas-

turbated before the internet came and ruined 
everything, WOES, and it still works.

When I met my partner of three years, I thought 
I’d hit the jackpot: a Dom who packs a wallop but 

knows how to listen and loves 
group sex (which is kinda my 
jam). It’s hard to let go of my 
memories of the early days. 
We have had some rough 
patches, especially since he 
has had increasing financial 
trouble/underemployment, 
whereas I am back in school 
and have too many jobs. The 
biggest issue as I see it is he 
always makes me explain at 
length why I am busy—not 
just what I am doing (e.g., 
midterms) but whether that is 
“normal” (yes, every semes-
ter). I am tired. I care about 
my partner a lot and feel very 
close to him in some ways, but 
I also see him taking advan-

tage of me financially and demanding endless 
reassurance on top of this. So my desire is to 
DTMFA. But when I talk about my feelings in the 
relationship, he argues with me—about what my 
feelings are or should rationally be. I am really 
ground down by this. The prospect of breaking 
up feels like it will be an ordeal. I feel trapped. I 
don’t think I can stay with him, but I also don’t 
want to have a conversation about leaving.

Sincerely Troubled Under  
Constant Kriticism

We need someone’s consent before we kiss 
them, suck them, fuck them, spank them, spoon 
them, marry them, collar them, etc. But we 
do not need someone’s consent to leave them. 
Breakups are the only aspect of our romantic 
and/or sexual lives where the other person’s 
consent is irrelevant. The other person’s pain 
is relevant, of course, and we should be as com-
passionate and considerate as possible when 
ending a relationship. (Unless we’re talking 
about dumping an abuser, in which case safety 
and self-care are all that matters.) But we don’t 
need someone’s consent to dump them.

That means you don’t have to win an argu-
ment to break up with your boyfriend, STUCK, 
nor do you have to convince him your reasons 
are rational. You don’t even have to discuss 
your reasons for ending the relationship. You 
just have to say, “It’s over; we’re done.” It’s a 
declaration, STUCK, not a conversation.

Thank you so much for all of your advocacy—of 
both sexual and political persuasions—through 
the years, Dan. Like MADDER, the mom whose 
letter you ran in last week’s column, I have used 
Trump’s past and current behavior to help fur-
ther discussion about the concepts of consent 
and body awareness, safety, and respect with 
my young daughter. There’s just one thing I 
wanted to add: Parents should not restrict the 
“Trump Talk” to their daughters. Our sons need 
to be told that words and actions that objectify, 
demean, and damage women are not what being 
a boy or man is about. My son is only 3, so he’s a 
little young as of yet. But I will definitely have 
the Trump Talk with both my children.

Sons Need Trump Talk Too

Thanks for writing in, SNTTT, and you’re 
right—we need to have the Trump Talk with our 
sons, too. But I would add another reason to your 
list: While our sons absolutely need to be told not 
to objectify, demean, and damage women, our 
sons also need to be told that they, too, have a 
right to move through this world unmolested. ■

Parents have sex, too! Or so say the hosts of One 
Bad Mother on the Lovecast: savagelovecast.com.

mail@savagelove.net
@fakedansavage on Twitter

SAVAGE LOVE
Seven Nights   BY DAN SAVAGE

JOE NEWTON

mailto:mail@savagelove.net
http://savagelovecast.com/
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PERFORMANCE

Hansel & Gretel
 DON’T MISS  You might consider parting 
with hard-earned cash on this one, and not 
just because Engelbert Humperdinck’s adapta-
tion of the Grimm tale hasn’t been performed 
at Seattle Opera in 23 years and who knows 
when it will come again. No, it’s because of 
this particular production, reviewed tantaliz-
ingly (and glowingly) by the Guardian: “In 
Laurent Pelly’s witty 2008 production for 
Glyndebourne… the tale becomes a gleefully 
ghoulish satire on consumerism, in which the 
forest is a maze of dead trees… Hansel and 
Gretel’s family are forced to live in a card-
board house following economic collapse; the 
Witch’s gingerbread residence is a free-for-all 
supermarket; and the children who are freed 
at the end, after the Witch is thrown into 
her own ovens, are obese, having gorged 
themselves on the supermarket’s high-sugar, 
high-fat goodies.” Plus! The Witch is played 
by a man—in Seattle, Peter Marsh and John 

Easterlin. At Glyndebourne it was Wolfgang 
Ablinger-Sperrhacke, who “plays her as a 
murderous matriarch, sharpening her knife, 
stripping down to her underwear, revealing 
wisps of mouldy hair under her wig and a 
ladder of bodyhair rising up her abdomen.” 
I sincerely hope Seattle receives a ladder of 
bodyhair. (Seattle Opera at McCaw Hall, Wed 
Oct 26, 7:30 pm, Oct 28-29, 7:30 pm, Sun Oct 
30, 2 pm, $25-$292) JEN GRAVES

We also recommend…

Bullygirl: 18th & Union, Fri Oct 28, 7:30 pm, 
$10-$20 
John Cleese and Eric Idle: Moore Theatre, 
Oct 26-27, 7:30 pm, $60-$100
Man of La Mancha: The 5th Avenue The-
atre, Oct 25-30, $29-$101
Medea: Center Theater, Wed-Sun, $27-$45, 
through Nov 13
A Raisin in the Sun: Seattle Repertory 
Theatre, Oct 26-30, $16-$80
Roz and Ray: Seattle Repertory Theatre, 
Tues-Sun, $36, through Nov 13
Speakeasy Series: Mary Sheldon Scott: 
V2 Arts Center, Sun Oct 30, 5-6:30 pm, free

This Is Halloween: Triple Door, Oct 26-31, 
$27-$47

READINGS & TALKS

Lit Crawl
 DON’T MISS  Lit Crawl is an obnoxious, over-
whelming, FOMO-inducing literary nightmare 
that exploits the labor of writers who feel 
as if they have to say “yes” to all readings. 
But last year all the events were really well-
attended! And it ran pretty smoothly! And 
the evening introduced Seattle to some new 
writers and revived interest in more estab-
lished ones! And this year, the 35+ readings 
will be spaced out over the course of fi ve 
hours instead of three hours, so you’ll get 
to see more readings and drink more booze 
and have more terrible conversations about 
Dylan’s Nobel Prize. I highly recommend 17 of 
these events (see the full list at strangerthings
todo.com), but it’s impossible to see them all. 
So I highly HIGHLY recommend the follow-
ing itinerary: (1) Politics & Poetry to get your 
engine roaring. (2) Fuck Yo Couch to keep 

your engine roaring. (3) Cheap Beer & Prose 
to hear the latest gems from Jean Burnet and 
Jessica Mooney (or split yourself in half and 
go see the very funny/witchy/devilish poet 
James Gendron at APRIL in October). (4) VIDA 
Presents to swim in the minds of Sara Marie 
Ortiz and Elissa Washuta. (5) Party till mid-
night at Velocity Dance Center. (6) Call in sick 
to work. (Various locations - see below, Thurs 
Oct 27, free) RICH SMITH

(Politics & Poetry: Hugo House, 6-6:45 pm; 
Fuck Yo Couch: Vermillion, 7-7:45 pm; Cheap 
Beer & Prose: Velocity Dance Center, 8-8:45 
pm; APRIL in October: Vermillion, 8-8:45 pm; 
VIDA Presents: Zoe Events, 9-9:45 pm; Veloc-
ity Dance Center After-Party: Velocity Dance 
Center, 10 pm-midnight, $5)

We also recommend…

George Lakey: Viking Economics: Elliott 
Bay Book Company, Mon Oct 31, 7-9 pm, free
Mark Frost: The Secret History of Twin 
Peaks: Elliott Bay Book Company, Sat Oct 29, 
7-9 pm, free

All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week

THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTUREARTS & CULTURE

PHILIP NEWTON

Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
at strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD   Stranger Things To Do

Hansel & Gretel
Oct 26 & 28-30, Seattle Opera at McCaw Hall

Continued

http://todo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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8 pm, free
Deepwater Horizon: Various locations
Denial: Various locations
Do Not Resist: Northwest Film Forum, Oct 
26-27, 7:30 pm, $11
The Girl on the Train: Various locations
Oasis: Supersonic: SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 
Wed Oct 26, 7 pm, standby; SIFF Cinema 
Uptown, Wed Oct 26, 8 pm, $12
Only Lovers Left Alive: Grand Illusion, Oct 
28-29 & 31, $9
Rocky Horror Picture Show: SIFF Cinema 
Egyptian, Sat Oct 29, midnight, $12
The Shining: Varsity Theatre, Wed Oct 26, 
7 pm, $10.50

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

ART

Enduring Freedom: 
Eugene Richards
 DON’T MISS  The name of this exhibition 
is Enduring Freedom, which can be taken 
two ways in the context of these two groups 
of photographs—one from the September 
11 attacks and their immediate aftermath in 
the memorial-strewn streets, and the other 
from the effects of the war in Iraq that has 
followed. Juxtaposed, the idea that freedom 
proudly endures turns to the grim reality 
that freedoms for some have been made 
to require terrible endurance from others. 
The pictures that Eugene Richards made of 
September 11 are full of other pictures—pic-
tures of the dead and the missing. Richards 
deliberately acknowledges a difficulty in 
getting close to the thing itself, or knowing 
just what “the thing itself” would be. Build-
ings burning, bodies falling, ash-covered 
runners, fences plastered with memorials 
and the portraits of missing people, the 
remaining family members steeling them-
selves through funeral after funeral. All 
these became stock images. They appear in 
place of what disappeared. So how do you 
picture September 11? Obliquely, Richards 
would seem to say. Delicately. In layers. 
The second series of photographs—the war 
pictures—feel full of rage, but not in the de-
pictions themselves. Richards pictures bodies 
fighting, but not violently, not against each 
other. They’re fighting to stay alive and to 
stick together. A mother hugs her son, a 
veteran who is missing most of his head but 
still standing. There is a father playing with 
his baby, who cannot yet understand why 
his father has a cold metal hand. The baby 
laughs. There are people saying good-bye 
before deployment, and celebrating upon 
return. The series is titled War Is Personal. 
That son, that father, his mother, and his 
baby appear in every shade between black 
and white, but I get the feeling—and I 
could be wrong—that Richards has pretty 
much made up his mind about whether the 
war in Iraq is unjust. The war inside these 
bodies answers that question. We do have 
a war happening on our soil. (Photographic 
Center Northwest, Sat-Thurs, free, through 
Nov 13) JEN GRAVES 

We also recommend…

ART EVENTS

9e2: Various locations, $10-$150, through 
Oct 29
Chat Room: Ownership and Property: 
Northwest Film Forum, Sat Oct 29, 7-9 pm, $8
Create Change: Youth & Family Home-
lessness and the Arts: Central Library, Sat 
Oct 29, 11 am-4 pm, free
Dia de los Muertos Community Night 

THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE
Melissa Bangs: Playing Monopoly with 
God & Other True Stories: Town Hall, Oct 
26-27, 7 pm, $21-$24
Nick Offerman: Benaroya Hall, Fri Oct 28, 
7:30 pm, standby only
On Translation: Reading and Discussion: 
Open Books, Fri Oct 28, 7 pm, free 
Robin DiAngelo: White Fragility: Kane 
Hall, Wed Oct 26, 7:30-9 pm, free
T.C. Boyle: The Terranauts: Pigott Build-
ing, Thurs Oct 27, 7:30 pm, $5
Timothy Egan: Benaroya Hall, Wed Oct 26, 
7:30 pm, $20-$80

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com

FOOD & DRINK

Día de los Muertos 
Celebration
 DON’T MISS  Traditionally, Día de los 
Muertos is a syncretized religious holiday 
wherein the spirits of dead kids are allowed 
to reunite with their families for a single 
day, November 1. Ol’ St. Peter throws open 
the pearly gates, those taken too soon 
sally forth, and there’s lots of weeping 
and rejoicing. This being godless modern 
America, we find ways to use it as an excuse 
to continue Halloween partying as long 
as possible. To that end, Casco Antiguo, 
that hip alleyway Mexican joint in Pioneer 
Square, is throwing a Day of the Dead party 
with food and drink specials, including $1 
candy skull Jell-O shots. To be clear, those 
are Jell-O shots molded into the shape of 
candy skulls, which is awesome. However, 
the inedible skulls are the real reason to go. 
Casco has commissioned local artists—in-
cluding personal favorites Baso, Kyler Martz, 
and Jesse Brown—to paint blank candy skull 
sculptures for a silent auction. The skulls will 
be on display starting October 28, and the 
silent auction will be held November 1, with 
half the proceeds going to Urban Artworks 
and half going to the artists. So that’s 100 
percent to worthy causes. If you’re not still 
hungover from Halloween, you should go. 
(Casco Antiguo, Tues Nov 1, 11 am-mid-
night) TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

FILM

The Hunger
 DON’T MISS  Because we can’t stop missing 
David Bowie, and because it is one of the 
greatest vampire films ever made, you must 
do everything you can to watch The Hun-
ger this week. Yes, you can see it on video 
or online. But nothing beats the dark magic 
of seeing Catherine Deneuve and Bowie 
and pre-Bernie-bonkers Susan Sarandon on 
a movie screen, nothing beats watching this 
erotic trio in the company of strangers. And 
then there is the beat of Bauhaus’s gothic 
dub “Bela Lugosi’s Dead.” Are you feeling 
me? This is the 1980s in a state that’s close 
to perfection. This weekend, the Grand Illu-
sion is also screening another great vampire 
film, Jim Jarmusch’s Only Lovers Left Alive, 
which you must see. (Grand Illusion, Oct 28-
29 & 31, $9) CHARLES MUDEDE

We also recommend…

Blue Jay: SIFF Cinema Uptown & SIFF Film 
Center, $12
Campout Cinema: Carrie: EMP Museum, 
Fri Oct 28, 8 pm, $12, 21+
Certain Women: SIFF Cinema Egyptian, $12
Dark City: Scarecrow Video, Fri Oct 28,  

http://buffaloexchange.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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Space Reservation Deadline: Wed 11/9   
Creative Deadline: Fri 11/11 

Space is limited.  
Be sure to book your ad  

for this very special guide!

NOV
23

www.thestranger.com 1535 11th Avenue, 3rd Floor  Seattle, WA  98122  PHONE (206) 323-7101 FAX (206) 325-4865  adinfo@thestranger.com

NOV
23Shop Local 

CATALOG
featuring all the best gifts to give this holiday 
season from all your favorite local retailers!

www.thestranger.com 1535 11th Avenue, 3rd Floor  Seattle, WA  98122   
PHONE (206) 323-7101 FAX (206) 325-4865   

adinfo@thestranger.com

Out: Seattle Art Museum, Fri Oct 28, 7-9 

pm, free

Johannes Goebel: The Politics and Me-

chanics of Archiving: Henry Art Gallery, 

Sat Oct 29, 1 pm, free [wait list only]

GALLERIES

20 Years of Weaving by Dr. Susan Pavel: 

Stonington Gallery, free, through Oct 30

Barbara Polster: High Noon_1 (Sum-

mit): Glassbox Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, 

through Oct 29

Brit Ruggirello: Blue Hotel: Gallery 4Cul-

ture, Mon-Fri, free, through Oct 27

Chelsea Ryoko Wong: The Fish Jumped 

Laughing into the Net: ZINC contempo-

rary, Thurs-Sat, free, through Oct 31

Deborah Butterfield: Greg Kucera Gal-

lery, Tues-Sat, free, through Oct 29

E.T. Russian: Casting Shadows: Jack 

Straw New Media Gallery, Mon-Fri, free, 

through Oct 28

Guest Curator: Tracy Rector: Bridge Pro-

ductions, Wed-Sat, free, through Oct 29

In Denial: SOIL, Thurs-Sun, free, through 

Oct 29

Nothing To Write Home About: Amidst 

the Legendary Narrative of the Great 

Northwest: Pottery Northwest, Tues-Fri, 

free, through Oct 28

Sam Vernon: Rage Wave: Interstitial, Sat, 

free, through Oct 23

Tenacity: The Alice, Sat, free, through Nov 5

Terry Turrell: Patricia Rovzar Gallery, daily, 

free, through Oct 31

Things That Kill: Prographica, Tues-Sat, 

free, through Oct 29

W. Scott Trimble: METHOD, Fri-Sat, free, 

through Oct 29

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

QUEER

Sweet Like Candy
 DON’T MISS  You’ve seen her at brunch, 

you’ve seen her in Puerto Vallarta, and 

you’ve seen her shouting down homo-

phobes at Pride. Now get ready to see 

the sweeter side of Mama Tits. In her 

new one-diva show, Seattle’s tittiest drag 

heroine pays tribute to some of the great 

strong independent ladies of entertain-

ment, from Nina Simone to Ella Fitzgerald 

to Dinah Washington and more. Nobody 

can command a room like Mama Tits, and 

with her intoxicating blend of comedy, 

storytelling, and live singing, you’re sure 

to leave this show a better person than 

you went in. (Gay City, Thurs Oct 27, 8 pm, 

$15/$30) MATT BAUME

We also recommend…

Banned! Books in Drag—Halloween 

Edition: R Place, Wed Oct 26, 7-8:30 pm, free

Bitten—The Nightmare: R Place, Sat Oct 

29, 8 pm, $15

Comeback: Chop Suey, Fri Oct 28, 9 pm, 

$10/$12

Cucci’s Spooky Weed x Messy Webs: 

Kremwerk, Mon Oct 31, 8 pm, $12/$14/$16

LGBTQ+ Gamers Halloween Party: 

Neighbours, Mon Oct 31, 9 pm, free/$6/$10

Mimosas with Mama: 30-Minute 

Chicago: Narwhal, Sat-Sun, 1 pm, $25, 

through Nov 5

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE Hair & Wigs by 

206-504-3592
Online Booking at:

HairbySheilaTriplett.com

XMAS RAFFLE!

Hair & Wigs by 

206-504-3592206-504-3592

Hair & Wigs by 
Hair & Wigs by 

206-504-3592

Order 
Hair 

Online 

$50 off weave w/ our hair
Virgin Brazilian, Chinese, Indian, 

Malaysian,  & Peruvian Hair!

rafflecreator.com/pages/12273/$500-for-hairstyle

http://www.thestranger.com/
mailto:adinfo@thestranger.com
http://www.thestranger.com/
mailto:adinfo@thestranger.com
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://hairbysheilatriplett.com/
http://rafflecreator.com/pages/12273/
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Nectar Lounge
412 N 36th St
206.632.2020

www.nectarlounge.com

EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM
TUESDAYS IN DEC: HAPPY ORCHESTRA
11.9 CHRIS WEBBY
11.10 CROW AND THE  

CANYON
11.11 HEAD FOR THE HILLS
11.12 NIGHT BEATS
11.13 SASSYBLACK
11.16 WAX
11.17 TROUT STEAK REVIVAL
11.18 TRL
11.19 PHUTUREPRIMITIVE 

+ ACORN PROJECT
11.20 MIDNIGHT NORTH
11.23 “THANKFUL DEAD”
 & 25 feat. ANDY COE BAND
11.26 PRINCE VS MICHAEL 
11.27 GRAN RAPIDS  

(REUNION)
11.30 CASCADE CRESCENDO
12.1 FUNK HUNTERS 

feat. CHALI 2NA
12.2 HOT BUTTERED RUM
12.3 KUNG FU + PARTICLE
12.4 OBJECT HEAVY
12.7 JELLY BREAD
12.8 NIGHTMARES ON WAX 
12.9 SHOOK TWINS  

+ RABBIT WILDE
12.10 CLINTON FEARON
12.15 SCOTT PEMBERTON 

BAND
12.17 DESERT DWELLERS
12.18 BLUEGRASS CHRISTMAS
12.21 & 22  ANUHEA - 2 NIGHTS!
12.23 HIBOU
12.29 KALYA SCINTILLA
12.31  NITE WAVE NEON NYE 

10.27 Thursday (Cumbia / Funk)

THE CUMBIEROS
DBST, Breaks & Swells

10.28 Friday (New Orleans Rock / Funk )

BIG SAM’S FUNKY NATION 
TubaLuba, Spencer Glenn Band

10.29 Saturday (Rock / Jam)

TAUK
McTuff, Spyn Reset

10.30 Sunday (Hip-Hop)

ZION I
Lafa Taylor, Pure Powers

11.2 Wednesday (Americana / Rock)

BENYARO + JEFF CROSBY 
& THE REFUGEES
w/ Norman Baker & The Backroads

11.3 Thursday (Electronic)
RANDOM RAB
BLUETECH
Subaqueous

11.4 Friday (Live EDM / Hip Hop / Funk)
MOON HOOCH
Honeycomb, Q Dot

11.5 Saturday (Jam / Rock & Roll / Blues)
MELVIN SEALS & THE JGB
with Home Sweet Home

11.6 Sunday (Folk / Americana)

T SISTERS
11.8 Tuesday (Election Day Party)

ELECTION DAY PARTY!!
feat. drink specials, games, and prizes!!
no cover (just get out and vote, ok?)
5pm doors, party ‘till late, 21+

http://www.nectarlounge.com/
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WEDNESDAY 10/26

The Orb, Vox Mod, R-Pal
(Neumos) For more than a quarter century, 
the Orb have been fl oating in their own pe-
culiar, stoned orbit, bringing ambient house 
and Dadaistic dub to a demographic that still 
digs escaping reality, even as it enters middle 
age. (Key member Thomas Fehlmann and 
founder Alex Paterson are both nearing 60.) 
At their best, the Orb manifest fantastical 
aural playgrounds that enable minds to roam 
unfettered by earthly concerns, even as they 
sneak in sociopolitical commentary. Some fans 
think the Orb peaked early with albums like 
Adventures Beyond the Ultraworld, U.F.Orb, 
Orbus Terrarum, and Orblivion. But Paterson 
and Fehlmann have actually maintained 
high quality control well into this century, as 
they guide the mothership into gently trippy 
dubbed-out techno and schaffel deviations. 
The Orb bill their new album, COW/Chill 
Out, World!, as their most ambient work to 
date, and it’s true. This heavenly bliss fest is a 
late-career highlight. Anyone have leads on 
herbal ecstasy? DAVE SEGAL

Screaming Females, Moor 
Mother, Listen Lady
(Vera, all ages) In the defi nitive transcen-
dental ranking of New Jersey rock bards, I’d 
put Marissa Paternoster at number two, just 
behind Bruce Springsteen, but way ahead 
of Bon Jovi (gimme “You Give Love a Bad 
Name” and keep the rest). Paternoster’s 
muscular indie-rock trio, Screaming Females, 
showcases her as a triple threat: a talented 

lyricist with a distinctive vibrato, as well as a 
powerful guitarist. After years of relentless 
touring, she’s developed into a formidable 
riff machine. Under the tube amps, though, 
Screaming Females have a knack for pop, too: 
They’ve covered both Taylor Swift and Patti 
Smith (in collaboration with Garbage) with 
equal aplomb. JOSEPH SCHAFER

Eighty and Ninety: Stuart 
Dempster and Bill Smith
(UW Meany Theater, all ages) Long a professor 
at the University of Washington, Stuart Demp-
ster’s a circular-breathing trombone maven 
who can hold a drone note for a whole hour 
and possesses chops so tight he can play bebop 
through a garden hose! Dempster’s friend Bill 
Smith is a clarinet demon who can play multi-
phonics all night long. Should you think that 
no great shakes, just try playing all night long, 
let alone several notes at once on an instru-
ment not designed for any such thing. So these 
two old men can each rip shit up, and they’re 
going to go at it all night long—did I mention 
that Dempster is 80 this year, and Smith is 90? 
Bonus: drones on didgeridoo and video art. 
ANDREW HAMLIN

Bad Religion, Against Me!, Dave Hause
(Showbox Sodo) I’m too old to have ’00s pop-
punk/Epitaph nostalgia, so when I look back at 
my teenage years and consider Bad Religion, I 
never, EVER would have imagined they’d be-
come hugely popular a full decade AFTER their 
fi rst LP, or that they’d STILL be playing today 
AND the lineup would include former Minor 
Threat/Dag Nasty guitarist Brian Baker! Well, in 

the ’90s, Bad Religion codifi ed their sound into 
a tight, clean version of early-’80s SoCal hard-
core, and, along with grad-school thesis-level 
narratives, they simply continued on unfl inch-
ingly and successfully touring and recording 
new records. Not bad, fellers, way to keep from 
having to retire! Along for tonight’s action are 
alternative radio stars Against Me! and singer-
songwriter Dave Hause. MIKE NIPPER

THURSDAY 10/27

DJ Spooky: The Hidden Code
(Benaroya Hall) The recordings, live per-
formances, and DJ sets of DJ Spooky (Paul 
D. Miller) always come freighted with 
substantive concepts and science-fi ctional 
expansiveness. Known for his sonic eclecti-
cism, Spooky has rewardingly sojourned 
into dub, drum & bass, hiphop, jazz, musique 
concrète, and the late, lamented ’90s genre 
illbient (which is due for a comeback). For his 
latest endeavor, The Hidden Code, Spooky 
strives to intersect art and science and give us 
“a new concert experience” using electronics, 
saxophone, spoken word, and visuals. Judg-
ing by the YouTube trailer, The Hidden Code 
seems like a cross between a physics lecture, an 
episode of Cosmos, and planetarium-friendly, 
futuristic jazztronica. Looks like a heady trip, in 
more ways than one. DAVE SEGAL

Sunfl ower Bean, the Lemon Twigs
(Chop Suey, all ages) Sunfl ower Bean have fab 
taste in covers. On their new From the Base-
ment EP, the Brooklyn trio tenderly interpret 
the Modern Lovers’ “Old World,” T. Rex’s “Life’s 
a Gas,” Neil Young’s “Harvest Moon,” and, best 

of all, Spiritualized’s gospeldelic classic “Shine a 
Light.” As for Sunfl ower Bean’s originals, they 
ramble and spangle with nonchalant panache, 
as bassist Julia Cumming’s vocals add a frosty 
sheen to the band’s B+ melodic indie rock. It’s 
supremely pleasant. The rare American band 
signed to England’s 4AD label, the Lemon 
Twigs have mastered the art of sounding like 
a shit-hot, fl amboyant ’70s pop-rock combo; 
think Big Star, Sparks, Something/Anything-era 
Todd Rundgren, Badfi nger, et al. Yes, many cur-
rent bands go for this sort of power-pop/glam 
resurrection, but the Lemon Twigs’ songwrit-
ing chops surpass most others’. Check their 
Jonathan Rado–produced debut album Do 
Hollywood for proof. DAVE SEGAL

The King Khan & BBQ Show, 
Paint Fumes, DJ Kave-In
(Neumos) King Khan makes me do things I 
wouldn’t usually entertain on a non-weekend. 
At the double-digits amount of King Khan 
& BBQ Show shows I’ve attended over their 
last 13 years of off and on band activity, I’ve 
punched men in the face, broken up with idi-
ots, slept with strangers in venue bathrooms, 
and one time put out a cigarette on the chest 
of someone I love (that may have been a La 
Luz show—alcohol won’t let me remember). 
Anything that comes out of frontman and 
renowned nutbar Mark Sultan’s mind results 
in the highest of psychedelia, the sloppiest of 
Skinemax, the rowdiest of rock and roll. He’s 
a fl ying id with all the charm of a backcountry 
cult preacher, and the decades of live-music 
experience to convince you of just about 
anything. Leave your hand sanitizer at home, 

THINGS TO DO MUSIC Noteworthy Shows This Week
strangerthingstodo.com  @SEAshows
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COMING UP NEXT

COMING UP NEXT

WEEKLY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE

925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE
NEUMOS.COM | THEBARBOZA.COM | MOEBARSEATTLE.COM

TICKET AVAILABLE AT 
MOE BAR & ETIX.COM

WEDNESDAY 10/26

THE ORB 
VOX MOD + R-PA

THURSDAY 10/27

THE KING KHAN 
& BBQ SHOW

PAINT FUMES + DJ KAVE-IN 

SATURDAY 10/29

SHAMELESS DANCE NIGHT
ALL YOUR GUILTY PLEASURES 

& ONE HIT WONDERS 

SUNDAY 10/30

AZIZI GIBSON 
WALDO + CAMPANA + ESSEX

WEDNESDAY 11/2

PREOCCUPATIONS 
(FORMERLY VIET CONG)

METHYL ETHEL

SATURDAY 11/5

CASPIAN 
THE APPLESEED CAST 

TICKETS GOING FAST! WEDNESDAY 11/16

SNAKEHIPS 
ABJO

JUST ANNOUNCED! THURSDAY 11/17

SOL’S HAITI RELIEF SHOW
SPECIAL GUESTS

FRIDAY 11/18

OM

THURSDAY 10/27

HOLY SONS 
NURSES 

THURSDAY 11/3

HONEYBLOOD 
FRIDAY 11/4

MANGCHI 
KID KOALA 

SATURDAY 11/5

CHRIS COHEN
BOUQUE

SUNDAY 11/6

SPILLED MILK PODCAST LIVE! 
SEXUAL AWAKE’N’BAKING + ELICIA SANCHEZ

Wed
10/26
8pm

COSMONAUTS
Kingdom Of the Holy 
Sun, Spirit Award

Thu
10/27
9pm

BARRING  
THE WEATHER
Miss Massive, 
Snowflake, Coronation,  
The Ram Rams

Fri 
10/28
9pm

HALLOWEEN PARTY!
w/ Moneta, Life As 
Cinema, Moments, 
Society Girls - $10 
Adv/$12 Door

Sat 
10/29
9pm

HALLOWEEN BASH
Benefit for Astra w/ 
Underworld Scum
(Misfits Tribute), Daemon 
Lovers (Shocking Blue 
Tribute), Moonspinners - 
$8/$10

Wed
11/2
8pm

HAPPY TIMES  
SAD TIMES
Tincho, Dusty - $7

 

THINGS TO DO MUSIC
and walk forth into Neumos to be blessed by 
his sweat. KIM SELLING

FRIDAY 10/28

The Sonics, the Tom Price 
Desert Classic, Ayron Jones
(Neptune, all ages) The point of garage rock 
has always been to get in, raise a ruckus, 
and split the scene. The genre will never die, 
but the musicians tend to move on as they 
age, while rambunctious youngsters step in 
to take their place. The Sonics, on the other 
hand, were always a breed apart. In the 1960s, 
they rocked the hardest, wrote the punchiest 
songs, and wore the best damn fuzzy sweat-
ers. After three decades of fragmentation, 
they roared back to life in 2007. Since then, 
they’ve collaborated with Mudhoney, gotten 
name-checked by LCD Soundsystem (“the 
Sonics, the Sonics, the Sonics, the Sonics”), and 
put out a shockingly fine return-to-form, This 
Is the Sonics, in 2015. Not bad for a little indie 
band from Tacoma. KATHY FENNESSY

SATURDAY 10/29

Iron Lung, Gas Chamber, 
Endorphins Lost, Newlywed
(Black Lodge, all ages) Here’s how it typi-
cally goes with hardcore: A few dudes with 
a passable grasp on their instruments come 
together, play some shows, put out a record, 
do a few tours, and either break up or evolve. 
That last step is the clincher: Longevity is dif-
ficult to pull off in hardcore. Why? Because 
either you burn out on slogging through the 
underground’s trenches or you learn more 
about your instrument and push beyond 

mimicking your heroes. This is why hard-
core is full of great 7-inches and sophomore 
slumps, but short on lifers who evolve without 
watering down their sound. This is also why 
Seattle’s Iron Lung is a national treasure. After 
17 years and countless releases, the powervio-
lence duo continue to push their sound into 
exhilarating new realms of harsh dissonance 
and adroit musicianship. BRIAN COOK

Brothers of the Sonic Cloth, 
Black Bone Exorcism, Summoned 
by Giants, Guest Directors
(Substation) If you received advance knowl-
edge of an impending apocalyptic event, 
Brothers of the Sonic Cloth would be the band 
you would hire to play your apocalypse party. 
In the same way coastal communities gather 
together for hurricane parties to celebrate life 
during ferocious storms, BOTSC celebrate the 
power of life as we march toward our inevi-
table, explosive end. You can certainly feel our 
crushing demise in their down-tuned epics, 
but in listening to their self-titled, debut full-
length from last year, you’re also given the 
feeling of a triumphant reemergence, if you 
can weather the storm. Supposedly the final 
show before frontman/guitarist Tad Doyle and 
gang retreat to the studio to lay down more 
earth-shaking psychedelia, this grimy, intimate 
(tickets are limited to 100) throw-down at an 
underground venue is best-case scenario for 
any fan of heavy business. TODD HAMM

Khu.éex’, Roger Fernandes
(Town Hall, all ages) Led by bassist Preston 
Singletary, large Seattle ensemble Khu.éex’ 
forge a unique fusion of robust funk, fiery, 

Pharoah-esque jazz, and Tlingit vocalizing and 
storytelling. Their sonic integrity was further 
verified by the inclusion of the late Funk-
adelic/Talking Heads/Praxis keyboardist Bernie 
Worrell, who appears on their 2016 debut LP, 
The Wilderness Within, which was engi-
neered, mixed, and co-produced by Randall 
Dunn. The album’s an intense suite of songs 
that soars with a profound spirituality and ex-
udes celebratory vibrations. Local sax maniac 
Skerik contributes searing solos and Worrell 
delivers his trademark groovy/churchy swells 
and baroque vamps; the whole thing has the 
air of a ritual that encourages both sacred and 
hedonistic urges. It’s astounding to ponder 
that Khu.éex’ cut so much material with Wor-
rell that they’ll be releasing a triple LP next 
February, They Forgot They Survived, along 
with three more double albums. This show 
should be a moving manifestation of Bernie’s 
formidable, funky legacy. DAVE SEGAL

Halloween Bash Benefit for Astra 
Elane: Underworld Scum, the 
Daemon Lovers, Velveteen Rabbit 
Hole, the Moonspinners, DJ Stevie 
Dee, DJ Mamma Casserole
(Lo-Fi) Over the summer, the Gods Themselves 
vocalist/guitarist Astra Elane broke up a tussle 
between her dog and a pit bull, badly injuring 
two of her fingers in the process. Awful news 
for a musician, obviously, and health care ain’t 
cheap in this country. Ergo, Astra’s reuniting 
her popular Shocking Blue tribute band the 
Daemon Lovers and enlisting other great 
homage-happy rock acts to help raise funds 
for her medical bills. The Daemon Lovers do 
serious justice to the Dutch psych-pop masters, 
while Underworld Scum reanimate the Misfits’ 

http://neumos.com/
http://thebarboza.com/
http://moebarseattle.com/
http://etix.com/
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 JUST OFF 1ST AVE SOUTH - 110 S. HORTON
More Info 206-286-1312 or www.studioseven.us

FRI 10/28 8PM  21+  
A VERY 

OZZY HALLOWEEN
 (BLIZZARD OF OZZ & DIARY OF A MADMAN) 

BLACK SABBATH ALLSTARS 

SAT 10/29  6PM

SOILWORK
UNEARTH /BATTLECROSS/ 

WOVENWAR /DARKNESS DIVIDED / 
AFTER THE FALLOUT

WED 11/2   6:30PM  
THE LAST TEN SECONDS OF LIFE

 TRAITORS / SPITE / ZERO /  
EMPYREAN / DISMEMBERING 

THU 11/3  6:30PM
THE OCEAN 

NORTH / THE GORGE / 
A FLOURISHING SCOURG

FRI 11/4  6:45PM 

THE VEER UNION
 FLAWED HERO / MELODRAMUS

MON 11/14   5:30PM
ESCAPE THE FATE

 NON POINT / GET SCARED / 
 FAILURE ANTHEM / THROUGH FIRE  

/ FOR LIKES OF YOU

WED 11/ 16 6PM  

EPICA
 FLESHGOD APOCALYPSE / ARKONA  

/ THE AGONIST

UP AND COMING: 11/12  THE WORD ALIVE, 
VOLUMES, ISLANDER, INVENT ANIMATE / STOLEN 
SOCIETY 11/15 ANIMALS AS LEADERS, INTERVALS, 
PLINI 11/17  ADEMA, GALAXY, MAHAFFEY 11/18  GHOST 
SHIP OCTAVIOUS, THREAD THE SKY, REEVOLUTION

2202 N 45th St • Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com

SEA MONSTER live music 
7 nights a week featuring: 

MONDAYS OPEN MIC NIGHT
8pm

TUESDAYS W/JOE DORIA B3
organ live jazz fusion 10pm, 

opening band 8pm

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS
live rare soul &  

original funk family 10pm

MARMALADE THURSDAYS
live funk jam party w/ DJ’s 

at 9pm $6.

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS
live funk and soul revue w/  

DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $7. 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH
10am-3pm w/ LIVE JAZZ  

12-2pm, ALL AGES TIL 10PM

SCRATCH BAR FOOD and 
HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY

1

NE 45TH & BROOK LYN AVE

presented by

(800) 745-3000 • STGPRESENTS.ORG
Tickets Available At ticketmaster.com

goth-punk shenanigans with scary authentic-
ity. The Velveteen Rabbit Hole totally inhabit 
the sonic and sartorial aura of the Velvet 
Underground, an ever-fecund font of radical 
rock ideas. Real talk: Astra’s one of the most 
talented and nicest characters in Seattle’s 
music scene. Help a sister out—and have some 
damned fun while doing so. DAVE SEGAL

Majid Jordan, DJ TJ
(Showbox, all ages) If all your favorite tracks 
begin with “Hey, girl,” then Majid Jordan 
are here for you (, girl). Their shit is smooth 
like butter, airy like a sexy nighttime breeze, 
and truly low-fat—maybe so nonfat that the 
would-be substance of their music ceased 
to exist even before your hormones started 
thumpin’. Their median point consists of soft-
boi Drake-isms (sometimes featuring actual 
Drake) with the crooning lecherousness of 
the Weeknd, smoothed out by an electro-
club sensibility. A central line from the lead 
track of their 2016 self-titled release lilts: 
“I always thought you were a person of 
substance, but then when you left you had 
nothing to say.” Strangely on point, as that 
was how I felt after finishing their album. 
Majid Jordan are quite affecting, if you’re 
not really paying attention. KIM SELLING

King Dude, Night Profound, Foie Gras, 
Michael Ray and the Plastic Sheets
(Sunset) Some may know local singer-
songwriter TJ Cowgill best from his stint as 
the singer in local metal band Book of Black 
Earth. Others may recognize his name as a 
driving force behind the creepy-cool clothing 
label Actual Pain. But Cowgill’s alter ego, King 

Dude, is a brooding and occult-aligned pop-
rock lothario walking the line among Nick 
Cave, Elvis Presley, and the mad monk Raspu-
tin. Hot on the heels of a successful summer 
European tour, King Dude is about to release 
a new album titled Sex, his second in as many 
years, and this de-facto release party on the 
weekend before Halloween ought to be one 
to remember. JOSEPH SCHAFER

SUNDAY 10/30

Nik Turner’s Hawkwind, 
Hedersleben, Fungal Abyss, 
Trannysaurus Rox
(Highline) Holy Technicolor blotter paper and 
sugar cubes, y’all! Here we have the last of a 
kind—the blessed king of freaks—Nik Turner, 
his lysergic, baptized saxophone, and a merry 
band of like-minded, pulsing, unhinged, and 
dingly-dangly weirdos known as Hawkwind! If 
you haven’t experienced their level of VIBRA-
TION, get here, ’cause I reckon tonight will 
be some kinda freaked-out space-rock circus; 
Hawkwind’s reverberations, once unleashed, 
cannot be tamed. Kick-starting the trip will 
be German group Hedersleben, classic-style 
proggies whose song narratives are, of course, 
based on sci-fi novels; locals Fungal Abyss, 
with their atmospheric progressive metal; 
and Trannysaurus Rox to bring some hessian 
theater. I can’t imagine a more perfect pre-
Halloween-night show! MIKE NIPPER

MONDAY 10/31

Substratum, Weaponlord, 
Truth Decay, Anthrocene
(Substation) For decades, the Northwest has 

had a healthy underground-metal scene. 
With months and months of rain keeping 
them inside, young bands have nothing 
else to do but shred. Released this past May, 
Weaponlord’s debut self-titled album fits right 
alongside Northwest metal royalty like Forced 
Entry, Nevermore, and Himsa. It’s six songs 
of fist-pumping, thrash-influenced power 
metal—blistering, badass solos, galloping 
guitar riffs, and all. When listening to a band 
with a name like Weaponlord, it’s hard not to 
picture yourself riding on a dragon, speed-
ing through the sky with your flaming sword 
as Freedom Wars blasts in the background. 
KEVIN DIERS

Nicolas Jaar
(Neptune, all ages) It’s been five years since 
NYC-based Chilean producer Nicolas Jaar’s 
Space Is Only Noise set the bar very high for 
joyously downcast bedroom techno. In the 
meantime, the New York producer issued the 
blues-rock/spy-jazz/electronic opus Psychic in 
2013 as a member of the duo Darkside for 
Matador Records. With the new full-length 
Sirens, Jaar continues to explore the broodier 
side of dance music that can conceivably 
cross over to rock lovers, as well as Lynchian 
atmospheric soundscapes and odd balladry. 
The record’s peak occurs on “Three Sides of 
Nazareth,” which chugs motoric-style with 
irrepressible, sinister intent, sounding like 
Primal Scream in peak Vanishing Point form. 
Jaar brings it with more audiovisual flair live 
than most in his field. DAVE SEGAL

TUESDAY 11/1

If you haven’t voted yet, get on that ASAP.

THINGS TO DO MUSIC

http://www.studioseven.us/
http://seamonsterlounge.com/
http://stgpresents.org/
http://ticketmaster.com/
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LATE NIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR! 
Sun-Thu 10PM to Close
Fri & Sat 11PM to Close

1400 10th Ave. Seattle   

206.556.5781

www.SoiCapitolHill.com

Isan Thai 
Restaurant & 

Bar in the Heart 
of Capitol Hill

OPEN FOR LUNCH, 
DINNER & DRINKS
Sun-Thu 11AM to 12AM 
Fri & Sat 11AM to 2AM

BRUNCH
Sat & Sun, 11-3

HAPPY HOUR 
3PM to 6PM Everyday

DISCO, MOTOWN & SOUL WIH DJ JO ANN
 THRILLER LESSON WITH WAXIE MOON

CENTURY BALLROOM
915 E PINE ST - CENTURYBALLROOM.COM

HALLOWEEN DISCO BALL
FRIDAY, OCT 28

PIXIES 
Head Carrier

$12.99 CD | $24.99 LP

BON IVER 
22, A Million 
$11.99 CD | $22.99 LP 
$29.99 Deluxe LP bundle

WED 10/26

LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Real Don Music, 
Hustle & Drone, White 
China Gold, 8 pm, $6

CENTRAL SALOON Sunset 
Rollercoaster, Distant 
Station, 9 pm, $5/$8

CHOP SUEY Magic Sword, 
Youryoungbody, Cuff Lynx, 
8 pm, $10/$12

CROCODILE a Hayden 
James with Elderbrook, 9 
pm, $15/$18; a Torpoise, 
Metsä, Ghxst, 7 pm, $5

THE FUNHOUSE T-Roy 
AKA Reezy, Goonaholics & 
Mobb Fam with 1Lady, and 
Guests, 8 pm, $8/$10

HIGH DIVE Na’an Stop, 
Perfect By Tomorrow, The 
Ill-Legitimates, 8 pm, $7/$10

HIGHLINE UADA, 
Helleborus, Isenordal, 
Pagan Scum, 9 pm, $10/$12

HIGHWAY 99 Black Clouds 
Blues, 8 pm, $7; Black 
Clouds Blues, 8 pm, $7

LO-FI Cosmonauts, 
Kingdom of the Holy Sun, 
Spirit Award, 8 pm, $8/$10

a PONCHO CONCERT 
HALL  Earshot Jazz: Derek 
Gripper, 7 pm, $16

 PONY  Bloodlust with Year 
of Death, 9 pm-2 am, free

a THE SHOWBOX  
Yellowcard, Acceptance, 
Like Torches, Dry Jacket, 7 
pm, $29.50/$35

SUNSET TAVERN Invisible 
Hand, Jo Passed, Pleasures, 
9 pm, $8

TRACTOR TAVERN Charlie 
Parr with The Last Revel, 8 
pm, $15

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY  The 
Cookers, 7:30 pm, $31.50

DJ
FOUNDATION Daybreaker 
SEA // Morning Masquerade, 
6-9 am, $20-$30

 PONY  Bloodlust with 
Year of Death, 9 pm-2 am, 
free

Q NIGHTCLUB FWD: Ape 
Drums, 9 pm-2 am, $11

THURS 10/27

LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Holy Sons with 
Nurses, 8 pm, $10

BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Edan, Bad News Botanists, 
Freudian Slurp, 9 pm, free

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Red Martian, 6 pm, free

CONOR BYRNE Hotel 
Vignette, TV Mike and 
the Scarecrows, Nathaniel 
Talbot, 8 pm, $8

CROCODILE a Beverly 
Crusher, Cheap Sweat, 
Mr. Motorcycle, 7 pm, $5; 
Failure Plays “Fantastic 
Planet”, 8 pm, $27

a EL CORAZON  Nef The 
Pharaoh with Drae Steves, 9 
pm, $16/$18

HIGH DIVE Super Sonic Soul 
Pimps with Brass Monkeys, 
8 pm, $10/$15

HIGHLINE Deathraid, 
Bad Future, Frustration, 
Celluloid, 9 pm, $8

HIGHWAY 99 Patti Allen 
and Monster Road, 8 pm, 
$7; Liam Ó Maonlaí and 
Guests, 8 pm, $20

 KREMWERK  Ic3peak, 
Youryoungbody, Force 
Publique, 9 pm, $7/$10

LITTLE RED HEN Honky 
Tonkers, 9 pm, $3

LO-FI Miss Massive 

Snowflake, Coronation, 
Barring the Weather, The 
Ram Rams, 9 pm, $7

NECTAR The Cumbieros, 
DBST, Breaks and Swells, 8 
pm, $8

a NEPTUNE THEATRE  The 
Naked and Famous, XYLØ, 
The Chain Gang of 1974, 8 
pm, $30

PARAGON Made In 
America, 9 pm-2 am

RENDEZVOUS Robbie 
Christmas, Forrest Reed, 
Dylan Shea, 7 pm, $8

SUBSTATION The Pimpsons, 
SeepeopleS, Devils Hunt Me 
Down, The Worst, 8 pm, $8

 SUNSET TAVERN  Fred 
and Toody Cole, Jesse 
Sykes & Phil Wandscher, 10 
pm, $13

TRACTOR TAVERN Tim 
Reynolds & TR3 with Heels 
to the Hardwood, 8 pm, $18

JAZZ
 a JAZZ ALLEY   Gerald 

Albright, 7:30 pm, $33.50

THE ROYAL ROOM Earshot 
Jazz: Rez Abbasi Quartet, 8 
pm, $18

 a V2 ARTS CENTER   
Earshot Jazz: Soul Space: 
Tiffany Gouché, Maiah 
Manser, SassyBlack and DJ 
Riz, 8 pm, $18

DJ
Q NIGHTCLUB Studio 4/4: 
Billy Kenny & Maximono, 
9 pm-2 am, $12

STUDIO SEVEN Haunt: A 
Halloween Experience, 8 
pm, $15-$25

CLASSICAL
BENAROYA HALL a Morlot 
Conducts Beethoven, 7:30 
pm, $22-$122

a MEANY HALL  Heath 
Quartet, 7 pm, $37-$42

FRI 10/28

LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA La Femme, 7 
pm, $13

BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Babraham Lincoln, 
Voycheck, Dry T-Shirt 
Contest, 9 pm, $6

CENTRAL SALOON 
Kingsborough, The 
Ramblin’ Years, The 
Hasslers, 8 pm, $5/$8

a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE  Earshot Jazz: Renée 
Baker, 8 pm, $5-15

THE CLOUD ROOM The 
Tilson Sessions, Vol. 1: 
An Evening with Thomas 
Hunter, 7 pm, $10

CONOR BYRNE The Crying 
Shame, Jake Hemming 
& The Bereaved, Parade 
Schedule, 9 pm, $8

CROCODILE Underdog’s 
Halloween Bash, 8 pm, 
$15-$45

EL CORAZON Black Pussy, 
Curse of the North, Infinite 
Flux, Dogs of War, 9 pm, 
$8/$10

HIGH DIVE The Staxx 
Brothers, Northern 
Shakedown, Jonezy & Rif 
(King Porter Stomp), 8 pm, 
$8/$12

HIGHLINE 1234 Ramones 
Tribute, Neutralboy, Acid 
Teeth, 9:30 pm, $8

HIGHWAY 99 DoctorfunK, 
8 pm, $20

LO-FI Moneta, Life As 
Cinema, Moments, Society 
Girls, 9 pm, $10/$12

LUCKY LIQUOR The 
Deadless, Red Martian, and 
Heavy-Handed, 9 pm, $5/$8

 MOORE THEATRE  Jethro 

Tull with Ian Anderson, 8 
pm, $45.50-$75.50

NECTAR Big Sam’s Funky 
Nation, TubaLuba, Spencer 
Glenn Band, 8 pm, $15/$20

 NEUMOS  Adore Delano 
with Guests, 8 pm, $20-$40

SEATTLE CENTER 
EXHIBITION HALL 
Shadows, 8 pm-2 am, $65

 a SHOWBOX SODO   
Young the Giant, Ra Ra 
Riot, 8:30 pm, $26.75

 THE SHOWBOX  
BowieVision, Life During 
Wartime, and KEXP’s DJ 
Atticus, 9 pm, $20-$35

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Goldbar, Either/Or, Fragile 
Weapons, 9 pm, $8

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Cramps Tribute Night, 9 
pm, $6

STUDIO SEVEN A Very Ozzy 
Halloween, 8 pm, $10

SUNSET TAVERN Richie 
Aldente, Bardot, 52kings, 9 
pm, $10

 TACOMA DOME  
FreakNight 2016, $204/$304

 TRACTOR TAVERN  
Blitzen Trapper with Sera 
Cahoone, 9 pm, $20

JAZZ
a BRECHEMIN 
AUDITORIUM  Marc Seales: 
Piano Jazz, 7:30 pm, free

 a JAZZ ALLEY   Gerald 
Albright, 7:30 pm, $33.50

a TULA’S  Earshot Jazz: 
Birch Pereira & The Gin 
Joints, 7:30 pm, $20

 a V2 ARTS CENTER   
Earshot Jazz: Soul Space: 
Jaimeo Brown Transcendence, 
Paul Rucker, 8 pm, $20

DJ
ASTON MANOR The Purge: 
Election Year Halloween 
Party, 10 pm

 CHOP SUEY  Comeback: 
Hott Queer Undead Action, 
9 pm, $10/$12

CLUB SUR Boo, You Horror! 
with Dani Toro, 10 pm, 
$20-$35

THE EAGLE Pit Stop: An 
Underarm Celebration 
with DJ Kobalt Severa, 9 
pm-2 am

FOUNDATION Resonate 
Fridays: Halloween with 
Cazzette, 10 pm, $15-$25

KREMWERK SIN X SQUALL: 
Halloween Edition, 6-11 
pm, $10

PONY Pony’s Halloweekend, 
Oct 28-31, 9 pm-2 am, Free 
before 9pm/$5 after 9pm

Q NIGHTCLUB Fresh Prints: 
Nightmare on Broadway, 10 
pm-3 am, $12

THE ROYAL ROOM Deep 
Cuts: Halloween DJ Dance 
Night, 9 pm, free

SUITE LOUNGE The 6th 
Annual Fireball Halloween 
Bash, 8 pm-2 am, $5

TIMBRE ROOM Foolish 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $5 
before 10pm/$10 after

CLASSICAL
BENAROYA HALL a Morlot 
Conducts Beethoven, 8 pm, 
$22-$122;  [UNTITLED] 1, 
10 pm, $16

a KANE HALL, WALKER-
AMES ROOM  Halloween 
Organ Concert, 7:30 pm, 
free

SAT 10/29

LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Lewis Del Mar 
with Prinze George, 7 
pm, $13

BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Coyote, Black Wolf Men’s 
Club, Ape Tit, 9 pm, $5

CAFE RACER The Ukadelics: 
A Voodoo Island Hulaween, 
8-10:30 pm, free

CENTRAL SALOON 
Sorcerers Of Madness, 
Constant Lovers, Acid 
Tongue, Blame The Wizards, 
8 pm, $10/$12

CONOR BYRNE Purple 
Mane Halloween Party, 9 
pm, $10

a EL CORAZON  Himsa, 
Pinned Red, Lowest Priority, 
Wake of Humanity, Die 
Young, 8 pm, $10/$15

THE FUNHOUSE Lucky Boys, 
Communist Eyes, Kids On 
Fire, The Glaring, 9 pm, $7

HARD ROCK CAFE Platinum 
Spandex Halloween, 8 pm, 
$20/$25

HIGH DIVE 80’s Invasion 
Fright Night Halloween 
Ball, 8 pm, $10/$15

HIGHLINE WARNING 
DANGER, Steel Tigers of 
Death, Juliet Tango, Oceans 
of Mars, 9:30 pm, $7

LUCKY LIQUOR Vesuvian, 
Chamber 6, Species Slicer, 
Visceral, 7-11 pm, $8

MONKEY LOFT Zombie 
Disco, 10 pm, $20-$27

NECTAR TAUK, McTuff, 
Spyn Reset, 8 pm, $10/$15

 a NEPTUNE THEATRE   
Sum 41, Senses Fail, As It Is, 
7:30 pm, $22/$24.50

THE ROYAL ROOM Michael 
Jackson vs Prince Plays 
THRILLER, 8 pm, $10

SEAMONSTER 1979: A 
Musical Review, 10 pm, $10

a SEATTLE ART MUSEUM  
Earshot Jazz: Dave Douglas 
Meets The Westerlies with 
Anwar Marshall, 8 pm, $24

SHANTY TAVERN The Dusty 
‘45s Halloween at The 
Shanty, 9 pm-12:30 am, $10

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
10th Annual Come As You 
Aren’t, 8 pm, $10

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Shadow Image, The Secret 
Light, Debut of Devoleb, 
DJ Nervosa and Voodoo, 9 
pm, $6

STUDIO SEVEN Soilwork, 
Unearth, Battlecross, 
Wovenwar, Darkness 
Divided, After The Fallout, 5 
pm, $20/$25

 TACOMA DOME  
FreakNight 2016, $204/$304

TRACTOR TAVERN We Will 
Rock You: HalloQueen, 9 
pm, $18

a VERA PROJECT  Aaron 
Gillespie & Ace Enders 
with Vince Carauna, 7 pm, 
$13/$15

 VICTORY LOUNGE  
VHS, Sioux City Pete & the 
Beggars, Dealer, Celluloid, 9 
pm, $5/$8

a WEREWOLF VACATION  
QRY, Mommy Long Legs, 
Girl Mountain, S1ugs, Nail 
Polish, Surprise Guests, 6 
pm-midnight, $5-$10

JAZZ
 a JAZZ ALLEY   Gerald 

Albright, 7:30 pm, $33.50

 MOORE THEATRE  
Maceo Parker with the 
Jones Family Singers, 8 pm

 a V2 ARTS CENTER   
Earshot Jazz: Soul Space: 
Industrial Revelation, 
D’Vonne Lewis Triplified, 
and DJ Riz, 8 pm, $18

DJ
ASTON MANOR Stranger 
Things Halloween Party, 
9:30 pm-2 am

C. C. ATTLE’S Black Light 
Ball, 8 pm-2 am, free

THINGS TO DO MUSICMUSIC
The Best of The Rest of This Week’s Shows
strangerthingstodo.com    @SEAshows    

 = Recommended    a = All Ages

http://www.soicapitolhill.com/
http://centuryballroom.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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WWW.COMEDYUNDERGROUND.COM

THURS, 10/27 - SAT, 10/29

DAVID CROWE
with BEN MOORE
David Crowe is a 20 year veteran of 
the comedy stage. After winning both 
the Seattle and San Francisco Comedy 
Competitions, then performing for a 
US President the same year, his career 
took off and has never stopped. On 
stage Crowe is armed with a “gallery 
of facial expressions”, a host of 
accents and a “nerdy charisma that is 
utterly captivating.”

109 S. WASHINGTON ST. 
(ON OCCIDENTAL PARK) 
(206) 628-0303

1221
e madison

4pm

 

WORLD’S TINIEST TEADANCE!   
i hate karaoke !

mooseknuckle

1221 e
madison

wed 12/03 
fri 12/05
sat 12/06
sun 12/07
tue 12/09

  
         

He’s A Rebel !
BEEFCAKE!

PONY

MON - THU: 5pm to 2am 
FRI - SUN: 3pm to 2am

ponyseattle.com

CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 
Dead, 9 pm, $10

CONTOUR Bollywood 
SCREAM, 10 pm, $12

CROCODILE Diwaloween, 
9 pm, $12

THE EAGLE DILF HOWL, 9 
pm-3 am, $5

KREMWERK Kiss Off: Dead 
Celebrities Halloween 
Party, 10 pm-2 am, $7/$10

MERCURY Nightbreed: City 
of Monsters Halloween 
Costume Ball, 9 pm-3 
am, $5

NEIGHBOURS Inferno: 
Spooky in Seattle, 6-10 
pm, $10

NEUMOS Shameless, 9 pm, 
$5 before 10:30pm/$10 
after 10:30pm

PONY Pony’s 
Halloweekend, 9 pm-2 
am, Free before 9pm/$5 
after 9pm

Q NIGHTCLUB CODA: 004 
with EastGhost and Guests, 
10 pm-3 am, $15

RE-BAR Requiem for the 
Damned: Kristina Childs, 
Dave Lowe, Karl Kamakahi, 
and Justin Earl, 10 pm, 
$15-$27

TIMBRE ROOM La Realeza 
Latinx Night, 9 pm-2 
am, $6

THE CARLILE ROOM DJ 
Explorateur, 10 pm, free

CLASSICAL
a BENAROYA HALL 
RECITAL HALL  Seattle 
Baroque Orchestra: 
Tafelmusik, 7:30 pm, 
$26-$46

 PANTAGES THEATER  
Seattle Rock Orchestra 
Performs A Tribute to 
David Bowie, 7:30 pm, 
$19-$49

SUN 10/30

LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA K.Flay with 
Guests, 7 pm, $12

BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Jesse James & The MOB, 
9 pm, $5

CHOP SUEY Bread & 
Butter, Acapulco Lips, 
Underworld Scum, 8 
pm, $8

a CROCODILE  Boy & 
Bear, Cobi, 9 pm, $20

a EL CORAZON  $uicide-
boy$, 7 pm, $20-$60

 NECTAR  Zion I, Lafa 
Taylor, Pure Powers, 8 pm, 
$16/$23

a NEUMOS  Azizi Gibson, 
Waldo, Campana, 8 pm, 
$15

aSKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
The Heebie Jeebies, 7 
pm, $5

SUBSTATION Sledgeback, 
Pilot to Bombardier, 
Snaketopus, Kings of 
Cavalier, 7 pm, $10/$15

SUNSET TAVERN 
Monsterwatch, Psychic 
Death, Society Girls, 8 
pm, $8

VICTORY LOUNGE Spirit 
Award, Flaural, Sloucher, 
Happy Times Sad Times, 
8:30 pm, $5/$8

 a XFINITY ARENA   R. 
Kelly, 8 pm, $68-$108

JAZZ
 a JAZZ ALLEY   Gerald 

Albright, 7:30 pm, $33.50

a SEATTLE ART MUSEUM  
Earshot Jazz: Jaimeo 
Brown Transcendence, 8 
pm, $20

DJ
HIGH DIVE Drum & Bass 
2.0 Halloween Pop-Up, 8 
pm, free

KREMWERK Action 
Potential: J. Albert, Soul 
Ipsum, Conduit & Sand, 
Succubass, 8 pm, $8

PONY Pony’s 
Halloweekend, 9 pm-2 am, 
Free/$5

THE CARLILE ROOM Bitter 
Boozy Brunch: Haunted 
Hangover, 12-2 pm, $50

TIMBRE ROOM Dawn of 
The Foot: Roxanne, Demo, 

Clifford, Owleks, 10 pm- 
2 am, $5

CLASSICAL
 a BENAROYA HALL   

Hilary Hahn in Recital, 
2 pm, $61-$138; Byron 
Schenkman & Friends — 
Music For The Sun King, 7 
pm, $10-$42

 a ST. MARK’S 
CATHEDRAL   Compline 
Choir, 9:30 pm, free

MON 10/31

LIVE MUSIC
CROCODILE Rasputina, 
Vita and the Woolf, 8 
pm, $25

EL CORAZON Love 
Vigilantes, She’s Lost 
Control, The Sky’s Gone 
Out: Tribute Night, 8:30 
pm, $13/$15

THE FUNHOUSE Chris King 
& The Gutterballs, Cold 
Comfort, Hungry Skinny, 
Dr Quinn & Medicine 
Woman, 9 pm, $6/$8

THE KRAKEN BAR & 
LOUNGE Convictions, 
WVRM, Waft, The Drip, 
Repudiate, 9 pm-2 am, $5

a NEUMOS  Wet with 
Demo Taped, 8 pm, $20

a SHOWBOX SODO CL: 
Hello Bitches Tour 2016, 
8:30 pm, $75-$300

a THE SHOWBOX  Post 
Malone, Jazz Cartier, Larry 
June, FKi 1st, 8 pm, $27

SUNSET TAVERN Guy 
Keitner, Sleeping Lessons, 
Prom Queen, 8 pm, $8

TRACTOR TAVERN A 
Very Pickwick Halloween 
with Young In The City, 8 
pm, $20

DJ
PONY Pony’s 
Halloweekend, 9 pm-2 am, 
Free/$5

TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM LOUNGE 
Zombie Prom Halloween 
Party, 8 pm, free

TUE 11/1

LIVE MUSIC
CROCODILE The Moth & 
The Flame, Young Rising 
Sons, 888, 7 pm, $12

EL CORAZON a 
Nekromantix, 7 pm, 
$15/$18

THE FUNHOUSE 
(blousesusa), Mick Jagger 
Solo, Power Skeleton, 
Prisonfood, 8 pm, $5/$7

HIGHLINE Theories, 
Vermin Womb, Wilt, 
Hissing, 9 pm, $10/$12

a MEANY HALL  Mariza, 8 
pm, $53-$58

a PARAMOUNT THEATRE  
Tony Bennett with Antonia 
Bennett, 7:30 pm, $30.25-
$120.25

PARLIAMENT TAVERN Billy 
Joe and the RCs, 8 pm, free

THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Suffering Fuckheads, 10 
pm, free

SUNSET TAVERN Sans 
Genetic, 8 pm, $8

TRACTOR TAVERN The 
Backslide Gospel, Ghost 
Town Whistlers, Dante & 
The Mirrors, 8 pm, $8

a TRIPLE DOOR  Eric 
Tollefson with Kate Lynn 
Logan: CD Release Show, 
7:30 pm, $12/$15

TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM LOUNGE 
Some Other Guys, 9 pm, 
free

a VERA PROJECT  From 
Indian Lakes, Made 
Violent, Wild Wild Horses, 
7 pm, $13/$15

JAZZ
JAZZ ALLEY Jeff Hamilton 
Trio with Tamir Hendelman 
& Christoph Luty, Nov 1-2, 
7:30 pm, $27.50

a THE ROYAL ROOM  
Lary Barilleau and The 
Collective, 7:30 pm, 
$10/$12

THINGS TO DO  
All the Shows Happening This Week

http://www.comedyunderground.com/
http://ponyseattle.com/
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PHINNEY RIDGE
6711 Greenwood Ave. N

206-706-4889
ALKI BEACH

2620 Alki Ave. SW 
206-933-7344

SOUTH LAKE UNION
901 Fairview Ave. N

206-739-5996

elchupacabraseattle.com

El Chupacabra

Mon. 10/31

Find Many More Halloween Events at StrangerThingsToDo.com
 strangerTTD   Stranger Things To Do

THINGS TO DO HALLOWEENHALLOWEEN

Haunted Halloween Party Cruise
Sat October 29

Ghost Tours & Haunted Houses

CAPITOL HILL HISTORICAL GHOST TOUR
Take a tour of Seattle’s spookiest and most haunted sites (shops, 
restaurants, and more) on this ghost tour. Elliott Bay Book Com-
pany, Sat Oct 29, 7-9 pm, $5 Suggested Donation.

GEORGETOWN MORGUE HAUNTED HOUSE
Want to grope through a pitch-black maze with a bloody clown 
screaming in your ear, but most likely emerge with all your impor-
tant bits still attached? Cheesy as it looks, Georgetown Morgue 
has scared a lot of people, and may be just what you need to 
distract from election season. Not recommended for claustro-
phobes. Georgetown Morgue, through Oct 31, $22+.

HARVEST
This adults-only, immersive Halloween theater experience requires 
that you sign a waiver before entering, so you know it’s going to 
be freaky. After you “soak up some liquid courage at the Doctor’s 
cocktail party,” you’ll have 30 minutes to freely wander the world 
of “horror and intrigue” that was conceived and directed by Ali el-
Gasseir and designed by Paul Thomas. Seattle Immersive Theatre, 
Thurs-Sat, $25, through Oct 31.

MARKET GHOST TOUR
Whether you’re a skeptic or a believer, you’re invited to take a 
75-minute evening ghost tour through Pike Place Market, and 
hear creepy stories about what has happened in and around 
Post Alley. The tours are 21+, so be prepared to stop for a drink 
midway through the walk. Ghost Alley Espresso, Oct 28-29, 5, 
7 and 9 pm, $20.

Parties
THE 6TH ANNUAL FIREBALL HALLOWEEN BASH
For the sixth year, Suite Lounge hosts Fireball Bash, an evening 
of literal shots of Fireball, followed by other, better drinks, and 
plenty of dancing, a costume contest with cash prizes, and music 
by DJs Kourosh and Joey Roxville. Suite Lounge, Bellevue, Fri 
Oct 28, 8 pm-2 am, $5.

BOLLYWOOD SCREAM HALLOWEEN PARTY
Presented by Wicked Karma, Bollywood SCREAM! is the 
Halloween version of their wild Bollysutra dance parties, with a 
costume contest, free candy and party favors, cocktail specials, 
and wild beats from DJ RDX—plus, “a big fucking dinosaur.” 
Contour, Sat Oct 29, 10 pm, $12.

BOOGIE NIGHTS 5K AND DANCE PARTY
Wear your costumes for a 5k around Green Lake, get a chance 
at a prize for your costume, and then dance and drink Fremont 
Brewing beer for the rest of the night. Bring two or three things 
for the University District Food Bank, whom the ticket price also 
benefi ts. With admission, you get free food, one free drink, a 
t-shirt, and more. Greenlake Community Center, Sat Oct 29, 
$45-$160.

CHANNEL YOUR INNER ANIMAL
Channel Your Inner Animal is here to get you dancing, drinking, 
and partying like a creature of the night, all for the worthy cause 
of helping needy animals in the Seattle area. The bash will feature 
carnival-style games, a costume contest with secret prizes, live mu-
sic from local R&B band The Scotch Tops and an all-vinyl set from 
DJ Triple S, custom cocktails by Pennyroyal and food by Shaker + 
Spear, and much more. Shaker + Spear, Sat Oct 29, 7 pm, $150.

FREMONSTER SPECTACULAR
This Halloween spectacular promises performances by Bootie 
Mashup DJ Mysterious D and DJ Maxx Destrukt, a costume 
contest, a full bar, festive treats, and fare from local food trucks. 

Fremont Foundry, Sat Oct 29, 8 pm-2 am, $50-$150.

HALLOWEEN BRAZILIAN PARTY
DJ Neto and Novilhos Steakhouse present this Halloween party, 
featuring Brazilian music (Sertanejo, Universitario, Forro, Brazilian 
Funk, Pagode and more) and plenty of caipirinhas. Costumes are 
encouraged, and table reservations are available for $100. Novil-
hos Brazilian Steakhouse, Fri Oct 28, 10 pm-2 am, $10/$100.

HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY WITH DJS GREEN B AND 
RON VETERAN
Join DJs Green B and Ron Veteran for an all-night costume party 
and contest with cash prizes, drink specials like $2 Jello shots, 
and reggae, dancehall, and island beats. Red Lounge, Sat Oct 
29, 10 pm-2 am, $10 before 12am/$15 after 12am.

HALLOWEEN HAVOC CRUISE PARTY V
Admire Seattle from the water and boogie to DJ Seattles Fynest 
and DJ Lucescrewz. The Islander Cruise Ship, Fri Oct 28, 
9 pm-1:30 am, $20-$50.

HALLOWEEN HIP HOP BOAT PARTY
Rock the boat all night in costume with DJ Fly Rich (Top 40, hip 
hop and dance). For $50, you can reserve a table; you can also 
buy beer buckets, or even champagne if you’re dressed up really 
classy. The Spirit 76, Sat Oct 29, 9 pm-1:30 am, $30.

HALLOWEEN LATINO BOAT PARTY
Shake it on two separate dance fl oors to Mexican dance music 
and Latin mixes while the yacht drifts over the smooth waves of 
Lake Union and Washington. There’ll be full bar to lend you cour-
age for the costume dance-off. The Islander Cruise Ship, Sat 
Oct 29, 9 pm-1:30 am, $25-$100.

HAUNTED HALLOWEEN PARTY CRUISE
This 21+ three-hour party cruise on “Dracula’s fl oating castle” 
promises appetizers, specialty drinks, a DJ, a decorate-your-
pumpkin contest, dance parties (“Thriller,” anyone?), a costume 
contest, and spectacular views. Waterways Cruises, Sat Oct 29, 
9 pm-midnight, $52.

HAUNT ULTIMATE HALLOWEEN BASH
Dress your best (as there will be a high stakes costume contest) 
and head to the EMP for their massive 12th annual Halloween 
Bash, featuring hours of dancing to DJs and party bands, cash 
bars, and wild decorations. EMP Museum, Sat Oct 29, 8 pm, 
$39-$139.

JAI HO! 5TH ANNUAL BOLLYWOOD THRILLER PARTY
Jai Ho throws down for Halloween for the fi fth year running with a 
Thriller-themed dance party within their wild Bollywood zone. Expect 
high energy house, bhangra, and other Indian-fl avored beats at an 
all-night dance party with DJ Prashant, along with a costume contest 
and a dance lesson of bhangra-infused Thriler choreography at the 
beginning. Hard Rock Cafe, Fri Oct 28, 9 pm, $12-$20.

NEVERTOLD’S OPEN CASKET HALLOWEEN PARTY
Is there a better spot to celebrate Halloween than an ironically 
self-aware casket/curiosity shop? Probably not. They promise 
absinthe, wine, snacks, seances, costumes, casket shenanigans, 
and “reminders of Death’s ever present shadow.” Nevertold 
Casket Company, Fri Oct 28, 7-10 pm, free.

NIGHTBREED: CITY OF MONSTERS HALLOWEEN 
COSTUME BALL
Mercury is taking a page out of Clive Barker’s playbook and 
turning their club into Midian, the city from Barker’s cult classic 
Nightbreed. Get dressed with beasts and demons in mind, and 
explore the underground city of monsters as a creature of the 
night yourself. Mercury, Sat Oct 29, 9 pm-3 am, $5.

http://elchupacabraseattle.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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LOCAL EVENTS + LOCAL PROMOTION

StrangerTickets.com

FEATURED EVENTS

HAVE AN EVENT?
Use Stranger Tickets for your event and get a FREE ad here!

HELL O@S TR A NGER TICK E T S.COM

Saturday, Oct 29
8pm • Fremont Foundry

9 evenings of art, science, & technology

Presented by FSPC & Seattle Erotic Art Festival

Seattle Center

Oct 28 | 8pm

The Rendezvous                                (21+)

�e Mystery of Sleepy Hollow  
- Revamped!

Oct 28 | 8pm
Town Hall

8PM TOWN HALL

Oct 29 
 8pm

Central 
Saloon

sept 30 - oct 31

Seattle Immersive  theatre  (21+)

ADULTs only 
Halloween

mailto:HELLO@strangertickets.com
http://strangertickets.com/
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Huge selection of 
decor and props! 

Costumes and accessories 
from your favorite movies! 

Wigs, makeup, and 
theatrical contacts to 

tie your whole look 
together!

New items arriving daily!  

Shop early for best selection!

Champion’s is fully stocked for

CHAMPION PARTY SUPPLY
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK IN OUR NEW LOCATION:

1461 ELLIOTT AVE W • 206-284-1980
JUST SOUTH OF THE WHOLE FOODS & STAPLES IN INTERBAY!

WWW.CHAMPIONPARTY.COM
EXTENDED HOURS FOR HALLOWEEN! NOW OPEN  
M-F 9AM - 10PM, SAT 9AM - 9PM, SUN 10AM - 7PM

THINGS TO DO HALLOWEEN
THE OLD PEQULIAR 25TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY
Eat, drink, and be scary at this 25th anniversary and Halloween 
party. Dance to dirty beats from DJ Phatti Labelle, compete in 
the costume contest, and utilize all the drink specials to psych 
yourself up for karaoke. Old Pequliar, Sat Oct 29, 9 pm, free.

SEDUCTION
The Foundation for Sex Positive Culture and the Seattle Erotic 
Art Festival present what they describe as “Seattle’s Sexiest 
Halloween Party.” From interactive installations to an erotic art 
showcase, this event will be kinda spooky, kinda artsy, and 
definitely sensual. Seattle Center Exhibition Hall, Sat Oct 29, 8 
pm-2 am, $40+.

SIN X SQUALL: HALLOWEEN EDITION
Spend a pervy Halloweekend at aptly-named goth/fetish party 
SIN, which features gogo dancing, shibari, contortion, and more, 
plus industrial and EBM. Come in costume and get $5 off admis-
sion. You can also arrive early (six to nine) for SQUALL, “Seattle’s 
best noise happy hour.” Kremwerk, Fri Oct 28, 9-11 pm, $10.

TROLL-O-WEEN 2016
Troll-o-ween is a birthday party for the Fremont Troll hosted by the 
Fremont Arts Council every year. Every iteration of this party has in-
cluded wild performances, like variety and comedy shows, dramas 
of trolls, musicals about trolls, and Greek myths (probably about 
trolls). Following the performance will be a costume walk on stage 
and then an annual Haunt of Fremont (a march around Fremont 
with a band). Fremont Arts Council, Mon Oct 31, 7 pm, free.

UNDERDOG’S HALLOWEEN BASH
Get dressed in your best seasonal attire and head to the Croc 
for Underdog’s Halloween Bash, a dance party soundtracked 
by Prince cover band Purple Mane, and DJ Sharadawn, with a 
costume contest, and drink specials on Rainier and Tito’s Vodka. 
Crocodile, Fri Oct 28, 8 pm, $15-$45.

UNTAMEABLE HALLOWEEN
Join Suite for a fancy Halloween with dancing, giveaways, 
cocktails, contests, and more. Suite Lounge, Bellevue, Sat Oct 
29, 8 pm, $5.

ZOMBIE PROM HALLOWEEN PARTY
Spend your Halloween at the Musicquarium as DJ Indica Jones 
spins classic spooky cuts in the midst of a costume contest, a 
photo booth, and a bevy of drink specials. Triple Door Music-
quarium Lounge, Mon Oct 31, 8 pm, free.

Pub Crawls
 FIRST HILL PUB CRAWL

Basically like that thing where people dress up as Santa and get 
shitfaced but with more costume variety and, it being Halloween, 
probably more shitfaced-ness people. Sorrento Hotel, Sat Oct 
29, 9 pm.

HILLOWEEN ZOMBIE CRAWL
Skulk around the hill in undead makeup and ragged clothing 
at this (21+) zombie-themed pub crawl. Moe Bar, Sat Oct 29, 
5:45-9 pm.

DJ
BITTER BOOZY BRUNCH: HAUNTED HANGOVER
Enjoy a set of sweet songs a la La Dolce Vita courtesy of DJs 
LilliSD and Annabelle, with breakfast snacks and seasonally 
inspired brunch layout, and specific Amaro cocktail courses out-
lined by Brad Thomas Parson’s new book on the prized digestif. 
Parsons will be present during the meal to offer insight and tast-
ings. The Carlile Room, Sun Oct 30, 12-2 pm, $50.

BOO, YOU HORROR! WITH DANI TORO
International DJ superstar Dani Toro makes their Seattle debut at 
this wild Verotica-hosted Halloween costume party. Club Sur, Fri 
Oct 28, 10 pm, $20-$35.

 COMEBACK
Previously known as the longest running Capitol Hill indie queer 
dance party, Comeback returns in our time of need with new music 
and old soul to bring the house down. Prep your loins for a night of 
hot queer undead action with famed DJs Colby B and Mister Sister, 
with special guest demon DJ Stormy Roxx, and your host for the eve-
ning, Butylene O’Kipple. Chop Suey, Fri Oct 28, 9 pm, $10/$12.

DANCE YOURSELF DEAD
The typical Dance Yourself Clean maintains its central elements 
of weekend baptism through dance, featuring the Lights & Music 
DJs, but this time with the most eerie electro-pop they can track 
down. Chop Suey, Sat Oct 29, 9 pm, $10.

DAWN OF THE FOOT: ROXANNE, DEMO, CLIFFORD, 
OWLEKS
For Halloween, Timbre Room hosts Dawn of The Foot, an 
underground bass music showcase with LA DJ Roxanne, and local 
support from DEMO, Clifford, and Owleks. There will be a costume 
contest when the clock strikes 12, so costumes and cosplay are 
encouraged. Timbre Room, Sun Oct 30, 10 pm-2 am, $5.

DEEP CUTS: HALLOWEEN DJ DANCE NIGHT
Celebrate Halloween the cheapest way possible with a free 
evening of spooky songs and creepy cuts spun by Royal Room 
DJs all night long. The Royal Room, Fri Oct 28, 9 pm, free.

DILF HOWL
DILF Seattle takes on Halloween with their HOWL Edition, a 
night for men, daddies, boys, and bulges to gather in the dark 
and celebrate the reason for the season (that is, role-playing and 
candy). Check your pants at the door, and dance all night to the 
beats of DJ Rob Winters. The Eagle, Sat Oct 29, 9 pm-3 am.

DIWALOWEEN
Nothing says “holiday season’ like a mash-up Diwali-Bollywood-
Halloween party, with the music talents of DJs Aanshul, Kapil, and 
TAMM. Enjoy light effects and visuals, a costume and best Indian at-
tire contest, and free candy for all. Crocodile, Sat Oct 29, 9 pm, $12.

DRUM & BASS 2.0 HALLOWEEN POP-UP
Inspired by the high covers for many holiday events, High Dive 
is hosting a free night of drum and bass with DJs Bobby Stills, 
Aksion, 3J Million, and Shapeshifter. Costumes encouraged but 
not required. High Dive, Sun Oct 30, 8 pm, free.

FRESH PRINTS: NIGHTMARE ON BROADWAY
Celebrate Halloween early by strutting your stuff at Q Nightclub’s 
costume contest party that could net you a cash prize of $666 
thanks to Champion Party Supply. The evening will be soundtracked 
by the spookiest of hometown DJs, including the talents of Mr. Eye, 
Kutt, and Blueyedsoul, spinning throwback hits from the ‘90s and 
‘00s. Q Nightclub, Fri Oct 28, 10 pm-3 am, $12.

HAUNT: A HALLOWEEN EXPERIENCE
Get wild at an eerie Rave Cave-hosted Halloween-themed dance 
party at Studio Seven. Everybody over 18 is allowed, and remem-
ber to hydrate (and dress up in your spookiest rave gear). Studio 
Seven, Thurs Oct 27, 8 pm.

THE HAUNTED MANOR HALLOWEEN NIGHT
DJs Vega and Shan the Don spin tunes for a Halloween finale. 
Win the costume prize and go home $1,000 richer. Aston Manor, 
Mon Oct 31, 10 pm-2 am.

INFERNO: SPOOKY IN SEATTLE
Get ready for Halloween with this iteration of Inferno dedicated to 
all things sexy and spooky. Don your most outrageous costume 
and dance the night away with DJ Lady Jane. Neighbours, Sat 
Oct 29, 6-10 pm, $10.

OPULENT TEMPLE: GOTHICA
Opulent Temple hosts this eerie gothic bacchanalia with two 
areas of music and dancing provided by DJs Simon Shackleton, 
Brian Williams, and FooFou, and an outdoor lounge tent amidst 
the trappings of an underworld costume party. Metropolist, Sat 
Oct 29, 9 pm, $35.

PONY’S HALLOWEEKEND
Join the Pony staff and guests for a special spooky weekend-
long celebration of all things Halloween. Hosted by Adé and 
Arson Nicki, Halloweekend kicks off on Friday with sets by DJ 
Sling Dion and DJ Kate from False Prophet. Saturday is hosted 
by Jackie Hell and Betty Wetter with sets from DJ Blank Eyes 
and Dee Jay Jack, and a midnight costume contest. Sunday 
is the World’s Spookiest Tea Dance with 4pm-9pm sets by 
DJ El Toro and DJ King of Pants. Finally, Monday is hosted by 
Queen Dan’l and Strawberry Shortcake with sets by DJ King of 
Pants and DJ Mixed Feelings, and a finale costume contest at 
midnight. Pony, Oct 28-31, 9 pm-2 am, Free before 9pm/$5 
after 9pm.

THE PURGE: ELECTION YEAR HALLOWEEN PARTY
The real-life horrorshow that is this election year has been aped 
by a movie in which pretty much everybody dies. Explore that 
chilling possibility with this DJ-soundtracked dance party at Aston 
Manor, with sets by Lourawk, Pk, and Famous. Aston Manor, Fri 
Oct 28, 10 pm.

REQUIEM FOR THE DAMNED
DJs offer up house music and EDM for the city of sin. Re-bar, Sat 
Oct 29, 10 pm, $15-$27.

RESONATE FRIDAYS: HALLOWEEN WITH CAZZETTE
Enjoy all the trademarks of Resonate Fridays at Foundation Night-
club, but with the extra touch of a spooky live DJ set by Stockholm’s 
native favorite Cazzette. Foundation, Fri Oct 28, 10 pm, $15-$25.

SHAMELESS: ALL YOUR GUILTY PLEASURES & ONE-
HIT WONDERS
Sweat out all your insecurities about your music taste at Shame-
less, Neumos official Halloween party and a dance night for all 
your guiltiest pleasures, including tracks by Carly Rae Jepsen, 
Blink 182, The Black Eyed Peas, Britney Spears, Nelly, Aaron 
Carter, Kelly Clarkson, Justin Bieber, Ashanti & Ja Rule, Fall Out 
Boy, Usher, and many more. Neumos, Sat Oct 29, 9 pm, $5 
before 10:30pm/$10 after 10:30pm.

STRANGER THINGS HALLOWEEN PARTY
This special edition of NRG Saturdays honors the creepy 
denizens of the Upside-Down, with DJs Sharps, Mykzilla, Maxwell, 
and Dio on deck, for a strange and scary evening stacked with 
EDM, house, and Top 40 tracks. Aston Manor, Sat Oct 29, 9:30 
pm-2 am.

ZOMBIE DISCO: RAMIRO’S HALLOWEEN BIRTHDAY 
BASH
Ramiro Gutierrez’s Uniting Souls Music hosts a night-long 
shindig with 10 DJ sets in two different rooms. Dance your brains 
out with all the cool ghouls. Monkey Loft, Sat Oct 29, 10 pm, 
$20-$27.

Live Music
10TH ANNUAL COME AS YOU AREN’T
For the last decade, the Skylark has hosted Come As You Aren’t, 
a massive concert party wherein local bands compete to be 
the ultimate tribute group. Whoever has the best costume and 
live set wins a major cash prize. This year’s contestants include 
Death Coach as Nine Inch Nails, Wild English as Death From 
Above 1979, Colorworks as The Kinks, friends and members of 
Gibraltar as Bob Seger, Roger’s Daughter as Pink Floyd, Xolie 
Morra and the Strange Kind as Tom Petty, members of Dirty Dirty/
Fruit Juice as The White Stripes, Lauren Murphie and the Sodo 4 
as Led Zeppelin. Skylark Cafe & Club, Sat Oct 29, 8 pm, $10.

80’S INVASION FRIGHT NIGHT HALLOWEEN BALL
Take off your Clubmasters and get a good look at the biggest 
‘80s music fanatics in town: 80’s Invasion. They’re an ‘80s cover 
band, and they’re not afraid to tell you all about it, or sing a few 
songs to describe their constant nostalgia. They’ll be hosting a 
Fright Night Halloween Ball, complete with drink specials and a 
costume contest. High Dive, Sat Oct 29, 8 pm, $10/$15.

http://www.championparty.com/


36    October 26, 2016    THE STRANGER 

FANGS!FANGS!

CUSTOM MADE BY  

VICTOR
CALL FOR AN  
APPOINTMENT

4550 University Way NE 206.632.4940  
www.gargoylestauary.com

WE ALSO HAVE - Costume Devil 
Horns + Ravens, Bats, Owls, & 
Crows + Halloween Candles & 
Candleholders + Tarot Decks + 
Skulls & Skeletons

THINGS TO DO HALLOWEEN
 BLOODLUST WITH YEAR OF DEATH

Pony’s Bloodlust night focuses on the darker and sexier end 
of the spectrum, with goth, industrial, and new wave reigning 
supreme. For Halloween they’ve recruited Year of Death for a live 
set of extra-special electronic deathwave drama. Pony, Wed Oct 
26, 9 pm-2 am, free.

 BOWIEVISION: THE ULTIMATE DAVID BOWIE 
TRIBUTE
The local tribute group Bowievision—featuring members of 
Dudley Manlove Quartet and Purr Gato, plus saxophonist Brian 
Bermudez—replicate as faithfully as they can the chameleonic 
British singer/songwriter’s hits, with a light show and video 
backdrops for bonus dazzlement. The Showbox, Fri Oct 28, 9 
pm, $20-$35.

CAFE PETTIROSSO PRESENTS: HALLOWEEN 
FREAKOUT
Celebrate Halloween with some of the dirtiest, gnarliest mutts 
around, like Misfits cover band Underworld Scum, Constant 
Lovers masquerading as Birthday Party tribute group Evil Heat, 
Spits cover band The Swallows, Brian Hugh Warner as a Marilyn 
Manson tribute act, and Night Boss fittingly serving up a tribute 
to the Germs. Cafe Pettirosso, Mon Oct 31, 8 pm, $10.

THE DUSTY ‘45S HALLOWEEN AT THE SHANTY
Get rowdy this Halloween up north at the Shanty Tavern with the 
Dusty ‘45s as they take the stage for a costumed dance party rife 
with rock ‘n’ roll. Shanty Tavern, Sat Oct 29, 9 pm-12:30 am, $10.

 FREAKNIGHT 2016
Annual high-key wild-out throwdown FreakNight raises the bar for 
their 20th anniversary celebration, with a two-day set of live mu-
sic, dancing, and a darkly neon environment of circus surprises, 
bizarre sideshow wonders, and carnival rides. Enjoy unruly sets 
from headliners Zedd, Armin Van Buuren, and Martin Garrix, as 
well as from Getter, Tchami, Galantis, Paul Van Dyk, Flux Pavilion, 
3LAU, Jamie Jones, and many more. Tacoma Dome, Tacoma, Oct 
28-29, $204/$304.

GUY KEITNER, SLEEPING LESSONS, PROM QUEEN
Fox & The Law frontman and Acid Tongue member Guy Keitner 
shares his solo work on the Sunset stage for a Halloween show 
with Sleeping Lessons and Prom Queen. Sunset Tavern, Mon 
Oct 31, 8 pm, $8.

 HALLOWEEN PARTY WITH SUBSTRATUM, 
WEAPONLORD, TRUTH DECAY, AND ANTHROCENE
For decades, the Northwest has had a healthy underground-metal 
scene. With months and months of rain keeping them inside, 
young bands have nothing else to do but shred. Released this 
past May, Weaponlord’s debut self-titled album fits right alongside 
Northwest metal royalty like Forced Entry, Nevermore, and Himsa. 
It’s six songs of fist-pumping, thrash-influenced power metal—blis-
tering, badass solos, galloping guitar riffs, and all. When listening 
to a band with a name like Weaponlord, it’s hard not to picture 
yourself riding on a dragon, speeding through the sky with your 
flaming sword as Freedom Wars blasts in the background. KEVIN 
DIERS Substation, Mon Oct 31, 8 pm-midnight, $8.

HALLOWEEN ORGAN CONCERT
Join the students of UW professor Carole Terry as they perform a 
free all-ages set of spooky organ classics, including Bach’s Toc-
cata and Fugue in D minor on the famed Littlefield Organ. Kane 
Hall, Walker-Ames Room, Fri Oct 28, 7:30 pm, free.

HALLOWEEN ROLLER DISCO WITH SLOW DANCE, THE 
BAD TENANTS, AND RUDY WILLINGHAM
Ready the whip at this Halloween roller disco costume party with 
live sets from Slow Dance, The Bad Tenants, and Rudy Willing-
ham. Southgate Roller Rink, Fri Oct 28, 9:30 pm-12:30 am, $15.

HALLOWSCREAM: DAWN OF THE DREAD
Gothic rock group Shadow Image headlines a night of Halloween 
frights at Slim’s with bill support from The Secret Light, Debut of 
Devoleb, and DJ Nervosa and Voodoo. Slim’s Last Chance, Sat 
Oct 29, 9 pm, $6.

THE HEEBIE JEEBIES
Eerie surf rockers The Herbie Jeebies play an all-ages show to 
get everybody ready for the spirit of Halloween. Skylark Cafe & 
Club, Sun Oct 30, 7 pm, $5.

LOVE VIGILANTES, SHE’S LOST CONTROL, THE SKY’S 
GONE OUT
Spend your Halloween night masquerading as someone else at 
the ultimate tribute night, with New Order cover band Love Vigi-
lantes, Joy Division cover band She’s Lost Control, and Bauhaus 
cover band The Sky’s Gone Out. El Corazon, Mon Oct 31,  
8:30 pm, $13/$15.

A LUCKY LIQUOR HALLOWEEN WITH THE DEADLESS, 
RED MARTIAN, AND HEAVY-HANDED
Celebrate Halloween a little early down south at Lucky Liquor 
with dark wave power-punk project The Deadless, heavy droners 
Red Martian, and indie surf-rockers Heavy-Handed. Lucky Liquor, 
Tukwila, Fri Oct 28, 9 pm, $5/$8.

METAL HALLOWEEN BASH 2016
Get ready to monster mash with Lucky Liquor’s Metal Halloween 
Bash, a party where you can really let it all thrash out. Vesuvian 
headline, with bill support from Chamber 6, Species Slicer, and 
Visceral. Lucky Liquor, Tukwila, Sat Oct 29, 7-11 pm, $8.

MICHAEL JACKSON VS PRINCE PLAYS THRILLER
Now that all our heroes are dead, MVP, a Seattle band that plays 
both the music of Michael Jackson and Prince, will be bringing all 
the hits from Thriller. The Royal Room, Sat Oct 29, 8 pm, $10.

MONETA, LIFE AS CINEMA, MOMENTS, SOCIETY GIRLS
Celebrate Halloween with the eeriness of indie rock, as Moneta 
headlines Lo-Fi, with support from Life As Cinema, Moments, and 
Society Girls. Lo-Fi, Fri Oct 28, 9 pm, $10/$12.

PLATINUM SPANDEX HALLOWEEN
Rewind all the way back to the ‘80s with hair metal and butt rock 

cover band Platinum Spandex as they celebrate Halloween the 
only way they know how — shellacked with hair spray. Hard Rock 
Cafe, Sat Oct 29, 8 pm, $20/$25.

PURPLE MANE HALLOWEEN PARTY
Foremost Prince tribute band Purple Mane takes over Conor 
Byrne for Halloween with an evening of wild funk. Conor Byrne, 
Sat Oct 29, 9 pm, $10.

RASPUTINA, VITA AND THE WOOLF
Elaborately costumed cello-centric rock band Rasputina bring the 
chills on Halloween night, with electronic soul-pop project Vita 
and the Woolf. Crocodile, Mon Oct 31, 8 pm, $25.

SAINTS AND SINNERS COSTUME BALL
Wear a fabulous costume and compete for prizes at this Hallow-
een ball—or just enjoy live music from Nite Wave, Almost Human, 
Washed in Black, Stitch in Time: Montrose, and MC Wordsmith 
Conduit. Ballard Elks, Sat Oct 29, 7 pm-1 am, $15.

SHADOWS
British Duo Gorgon City and other rockers let you glimpse into 
the dark...which seems like an oxymoron, but isn’t that what Hal-
loween is all about? Seattle Center Exhibition Hall, Fri Oct 28, 
8 pm-2 am, $65.

THEREMIN THRILLER THURSDAY
Kick off Halloweekend with this live show and theremin petting 
zoo courtesy of theremin player Sam Wilder. Come in costume for 
a chance to win a Zombie Theremin, and enjoy specialty horror-
themed cocktails, with backing projections of Vincent Price films 
throughout the evening. Victory Lounge, Thurs Oct 27, 9-11 pm.

THE UKADELICS: A VOODOO ISLAND HULAWEEN
Tiki-obsessed throwback group The Ukadelics take the Cafe 
Racer stage for a Halloween-infused performance of ‘60s Hawai-
iana. Cafe Racer, Sat Oct 29, 8-10:30 pm, free.

A VERY OZZY HALLOWEEN
Celebrate Halloween Ozzy-style with a live set from the Black 
Sabbath All-Stars, and more, at this seasonal Studio Seven party. 
Studio Seven, Fri Oct 28, 8 pm, $10.

A VERY PICKWICK HALLOWEEN WITH YOUNG IN THE 
CITY
Celebrate the spookiest of Halloween with tender-hearted, 
soulful-toned indie rockers Pickwick, and Young in the City.  
Tractor Tavern, Mon Oct 31, 8 pm, $20.

WARNING DANGER, STEEL TIGERS OF DEATH, JULIET 
TANGO, OCEANS OF MARS
Safety-themed punk group WARNING DANGER take their 
audiences on a ride of potentially problematic scenarios of 
life-endangerment. They’re joined by Seattle post-rockers Steel 
Tigers of Death, Juliet Tango, and Oceans on Mars. Highline, Sat 
Oct 29, 9:30 pm, $7.

WE WILL ROCK YOU: HALLOQUEEN WITH GUESTS
Seattle’s foremost Queen tribute band HalloQueen hit the stage with 
“We Will Rock You,” their power-surge glam rock act aimed towards 
this Halloween season. Tractor Tavern, Sat Oct 29, 9 pm, $18.

Performance
THE 13TH ANNUAL CABARET MACABRE
For over a decade, the Cabaret Macabre has existed in various 
forms as hosted by The Bad Things. This year, Cabaret Macabre 
returns to Columbia City on Halloween for an evening of music 
and cabaret performance with high Halloween pageantry. Colum-
bia City Theater, Mon Oct 31, 7 pm, $20.

CARNIVAL OF SOULS: A SPOOKSHOW SPECTACULAR!
Celebrate the spirit of variety this Halloween, with a carnival 
setting featuring live music, magic acts, burlesque performances, 
sideshow stylings, and inspiration from horror films. Rendezvous, 
Mon Oct 31, 6 pm, $10.

 CUCCI’S SPOOKY WEED X MESSY WEBS DOUBLE 
FEATURE
This double feature will start with a “scary drag show” featuring 
Arson Nicki, Butylene O’Kipple, Cucci Binaca, Hexate, and Jackie 
Hell, and will be followed by a dance party with wall-to-wall spi-
derwebs that will be “CRAWLING with queers in costumes.” In 
other words, as they say, it will be “an arachnidhomotransphobe’s 
worst nightmare.” Go in costume and hope to win some kind of 
prize at the midnight costume contest. Kremwerk, Mon Oct 31, 8 
pm-2 am, $12/$14/$16.

HALLOWEEN HELL HARVEST (OF COMEDY!)
Celebrate Halloween with horror comedy sketches, ranging from 
“interdimensional Lovecraftian horrors” to “the real life terrors of 
sleep paralysis.” The Slate Theater, Oct 27-29, 8 pm, $13/$16.

THE MYSTERY OF SLEEPY HOLLOW: REVAMPED!
This radio drama production—starring Dave Ross, Jim Dever, and 
Tracey Conway—sets Washington Irving’s Sleepy Hollow in the 
Pacific Northwest, just before World War II. Town Hall, Fri Oct 
28, 8 pm, $15.

THE ROCKY HORROR PASTIE SHOW
Enjoy a live burlesque interpretation of the Rocky Horror Picture 
Show, featuring performances by Zora Phoenix, Isaiah Esquire, 
Miss Alex Kennedy, Sofia Flash, Lily LeFauve, Dee Dee Pepper, 
Nina Nightshade, and Johnny Nuriel, with Grant Frey as Brad and 
Lovie Lane as Janet. Come in your best, as there will be prizes for 
the best Rocky Horror costumes. Columbia City Theater, Fri Oct 
28, 8 pm, $20.

SANDBOX RADIO PRESENTS THE SHADOW KNOWS
On Halloween night, look forward to new plays, songs, poetry, 
and adaptations of classic literature—accompanied by live music 
and sound effects—at this spooky episode of Sandbox Radio, a 
podcast combining radio, theatre, and music. Town Hall, Mon 
Oct 31, 8 pm, $25.

SISTER’S BACK TO SCHOOL CATECHISM
This irreverent “Catechism” promises comedy, Halloween stories, 
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and tips on how to build a “Catholic appropriate” Halloween 
costume. Theatre on the Square, Tacoma, Sat Oct 29, 7:30 pm, 
Oct 29-30, 3 pm, $19-$44.

SISTER KATE’S “THE SEANCE”
The Sister Kate Dance Company will pay homage to the haunted 
season of Halloween, with a new, intimate cabaret show full of 
dancing skeletons, melancholy ghosts, and enchanting chorus 
girls. Rendezvous, Fri Oct 28 & Sun Oct 30, 6 and 8 pm, $25.

 THIS IS HALLOWEEN
It’s Tim Burton’s classic The Nightmare Before Christmas 
repackaged as a semi-scandalous spectacle for the masses. 
The audience watches Tim Keller as Jack “the Pumpkin King” 
Skellington sing and dance, cabaret-style, along with Luminous 
Pariah, Paris Original, Marissa Quimby, and Baby Kate, while a 
ghoulish orchestra pumps out the show’s signature tunes. RICH 
SMITH Triple Door, Through Oct 31, $32-$47.

THRILL THE WORLD
Every year, undead dancers from around the world perform 
Michael Jackson’s Thriller at the same time. Occidental Park, Sat 
Oct 29, 3 pm, free.

ZOMBIE CHEERLEADERS FROM HELL
The Heavenly Spies present their fifth annual Can Can show, 
Zombie Cheerleaders from Hell, described as “a spooky-sexy 
evening of terrifying masks and pretty pasties, black cats and 
twerking booties, sweet transvestites, and dancing cuties.” Can 
Can, Wed-Sun, $35/$65, through Oct 30.

Readings
HALLOWE’EN HORROR
Stop by for a new round of suspenseful stories read by David 
Wright, presented by the Seattle Public Library as part of Book-
toberfest. Tippe and Drague Alehouse, Sat Oct 29, 8-9 pm, free.

HALLOWEEN COMICFEST 2016
Celebrate the fifth annual Halloween ComicFest at Comics Dun-
geon with free comic books and special deals. Comics Dungeon, 
Sat Oct 29, 10 am-8 pm, free.

 HALLOWEEN TAROT CARD READINGS
Get your tarot read on Halloween for extra-super-duper spooky 
revelations. Tarot is wonderful because it’s basically someone 
rephrasing all the problems that exist in your life and making you feel 
like the things you know you should be doing but can’t bring yourself 
to are really good, objective advice from a trained spiritual advisor. 
Plus, there’s booze, so it’ll make the realization that you should have 
gotten that divorce seven years ago a lot easier to swallow. TOBIAS 
COUGHLIN-BOGUE Sorrento Hotel, Mon Oct 31, 5-7 pm, free.

LATE NIGHT AT THE LIBRARY:  
SCARY STORIES IN THE STACKS
Love scary stories, but still too young for the frightful Booktoberfest 
bar readings? You’re in luck: the library offers tales of terror for 
adults and teens. Seattle Public Library, Capitol Hill Branch, Thurs 
Oct 27, 8:05-9:05 pm, free.

TRICKS OR TREATS
This spooky storytelling event (presented by the Seattle Storytell-
ing Guild) will feature tales by Mary Ann Moorman, Patty Zeitlin, 
and Cherie Trebon. Refreshments are promised, and a “story 
swap” will follow the performances. Haller Lake Community 
Club, Fri Oct 28, 7:30-9:30 pm, free.

Film
50S MONSTER DOUBLE FEATURE
Travel back to an era when monsters stuck together from rubber 
and papier mâché stalked greasers and dollies in the parking 
lots of drive-in movies. Grand Illusion presents (and coyly refuses 
to name) two rare low-budget 16mm gems for a one-of-a-kind 
screening. Grand Illusion Cinema, Wed Oct 26, 7-10:30 pm, $9.

 CAMPOUT CINEMA: CARRIE
Carrie is a Brian De Palma classic about telekinesis, religious 
extremism, and the horrors of being a high school student. Watch 
it under the LED stars at this special 21+ screening, which will 
have trivia, giveaways, drink specials, and other surprises. EMP 
Museum, Fri Oct 28, 8 pm, $12.

COLLIDE-O-SCOPE HALLOWEEN NIGHT SPOOK SHOW
Collide-O-Scope, “Seattle’s premiere purveyors of ephemeral film 
and video mash-up, montage, and reconstructive mayhem,” have 
composed a scarefest of “ghoulish film and video delights.” Plus, 
there will be prizes, including, the organizers promise, “an actual 
dead body.” SIFF Cinema Egyptian, Mon Oct 31, 7-10:30 pm, $15.

ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW
How does a new generation of fighters for trans rights inherit 
Dr. Frank N. Furter of Transsexual, Transylvania (played by Tim 
Curry), in this campy 1975 horror musical? Susan Sarandon 
costars, along with ripped fishnet stockings, corsets, and the 
dreams of science fiction. SIFF Cinema Egyptian, Sat Oct 29, 
midnight, $12.

SEATTLE 48 HOUR HORROR FILM PROJECT
Watch the award-winning films featured in the fourth annual 
Seattle 48 Hour Film Horror Project: creepy, startling shorts 
from local filmmaking teams—made in less than 48 hours! SIFF 
Cinema Uptown, Sat Oct 29, 4 pm, $12.

SILENT MOVIE MONDAYS: NOSFERATU
Celebrate Halloween with a screening of F.W. Murnau’s stupen-
dously influential 1922 vampire film Nosferatu, with live music by 
Christian Elliott played on the Mighty Wurlitzer Organ. Paramount 
Theatre, Mon Oct 31, 7 pm, $10.

Sports & Recreation
HALLOWEEN PARTY: LIGHTS OUT CLIMBING
Come to Vertical World in costume and get a $5 day pass—and 
when 8 pm hits, the lights will go out and you’ll get to climb in the 

dark. At 8:30 pm they’ll hold a costume contest, then the lights 
go out again at 9 pm. Plus: free beer and cider! Vertical World 
Seattle, Thurs Oct 27, 6-10 pm, $5.

Weed
HIGHER LEAF HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR
Celebrate Halloween at this 21+ event with glass-blowing dem-
onstrations, BBQ, (un-infused) cookie and candy samples from 
Winterlife Cannabis, a pop-up shop, and live music from Lizzie 
Maslen. Higher Leaf, Kirkland, Fri Oct 28, 4-7 pm, free.

TOKER’S BOWL AND MASQUERADE GALA
Spooky, sexy, weed-y—this Halloween party at Hempfest Central 
promises scary decor, bites to nibble on, and a costume contest. 
HempFest Central, Sat Oct 29, 6-11 pm, $15+.

Geek & Gaming
B-MOVIE BINGO
This 21+ event offers a competitive and comedic take on laugh-
ably bad movies—this time, with bingo based on Friday the 13th 
Part VIII: Jason Takes Manhattan. EMP Museum, Fri Oct 28, 
5-8 pm, $7.

HALLOWEEEEEN TRIVIA!
Show off your monster trivia chops and make everybody a little 
afraid of you. This event is hosted by Spooooky Andrew (his real 
name, we assume) so you’ll be in good, scary company. The 
Raygun Lounge, Thurs Oct 27, 7:30 pm.

TRICKS, TREATS AND SCIENCE FEATS
On Halloween, mad scientists of all ages will flock to the Pacific 
Science Center to get their faces painted and their pictures taken, 
watch “scary” planetarium shows, show off their costumes, create 
potions, listen to creepy stories, create “Fraken-stuffys” out of 
stuffed animals (bring your own to participate!) and take in a per-
formance by Caspar Babypants. And because it’s Pacific Science 
Center, instead of the sorry “stick your hand in a plate of pasta” 
Halloween bit, you’ll get to touch actual brains and watch real eye 
dissections. Pacific Science Center, Mon Oct 31, 4-8 pm, $20.

Art Events
BADWILL MARKET: THE HALLOWEEN HARVEST 
EDITION
This edition of BadWill Market (a community market with artsy 
crafts, vintage apparel, handmade goods, and things to nibble 
on) features seasonal Halloween touches like bobbing for apples 
and face-painting. The Rhino Room, Sun Oct 30, 12-5 pm, free.

GOODIES: HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL
Costumes are encouraged at this multimedia artistic celebration 
of Halloween—see creepy fare from paintings to jewelry, and take 
part in activities that include tours of the “Death Museum,” face-
painting, bone divination, and tarot reading. Trivia hour is from 
7:30-8:30 pm. Everyone is welcome, but parental guidance is 
suggested. Spooked in Seattle Museum, Sat Oct 29,  
3-9 pm, free.

THE SYLVAN SERIES: ELDRITCH
Lusio (a family-friendly evening of light, art, and sound) is back, 
this time with indoor winter events. “Eldritch” will be a weird 
and spooky take on their immersive and inviting series, featuring 
music, visuals, improvisations, and more from collective Monster 
Planet. Volunteer Park Conservatory, Sat Oct 29, 6-9 pm, $15.

Animal Events
AQUARIUM HALLOWEEN
Party with the deep-sea creeps and watch underwater pumpkin-
carving, dissections, and animal feedings, or dress up and play 
games. Seattle Aquarium, Oct 29-30, $24.95.

BARKHAPPY SEATTLE HOWL-O-WEEN PARTY
This 21+ event lets you bond with your dog (while you both wear 
adorable costumes) and will raise money for the excellent Seattle 
Humane Society. Attractions include bobbing for tennis balls, a 
doggy pumpkin pie eating contest, a raffle, and drink specials for 
the humans in attendance. Your ticket also comes with a number 
of goodies including free doggy daycare, doggy swag bags, 
and a free nail trim. Flatstick Pub Seattle, Sat Oct 29, 1-4 pm, 
$15-$20.

DOGGIE HALLOWEEN COSTUME CONTEST
Celebrate Halloween with your favorite fur-baby at Play Doggie 
Daycare’s doggie costume contest, where you can win treats and 
prizes for your pet. Chophouse Row, Sun Oct 30, 12-4 pm, free.

HOWL-O-WEEN DOG PARTY
Dress up your dogs and head to Peddler to check out dog 
vendors (we think they’ll be selling goods for pets, but dog 
salespeople would be great), a free photo booth, dog bandanas, 
food, and beer. If you don’t have a pooch, come to check out the 
costumed fluffballs—you could even bring one of your own home, 
because they’ll have dogs for adoption at the event. Peddler 
Brewing Company, Sun Oct 30, 3-7 pm.

HOWL-O-WEEN PARTY
Dress your dogs up in their finest for this costume contest and 
happy hour—the pooches will parade around in their Halloween 
getup and munch on treats, while the humans enjoy glass pour 
specials from Elsom Cellars. Elsom Cellars, Sat Oct 29,  
3-6 pm, free.

PUMPKIN BASH
Zoo animals love pumpkins just as much as we do! Well, they 
may not get much of a kick out of carving them or putting up 
spooky decorations, but they can still enjoy eating and smashing 
the orange gourds. This weekend, watch critters interact with fes-
tive Halloween decor and bring your children to wander around 
the zoo in costume (dressed-up kids will get in free with a paid 
adult). Woodland Park Zoo, Oct 29-30, 9:30 am-3 pm, $14.

THINGS TO DO HALLOWEEN
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Earlier this month, 1990s Northwest 
punk-pop darlings Hazel climbed 
onto the main stage at Macefield 

Music Festival for what one assumed would 
be a hotly anticipated reunion show… only to 
be greeted by around 20 audience members. 
Granted, it was outdoors in nasty weather, 
and the crowd doubled in size before it was 
all over, but the setting called for hundreds of 
people, not dozens.

At this fall’s inaugural edition of Chance of 
Rain Urban Arts and Music Festival, which 
was attempting to fill the void left by Decibel 
Festival’s hiatus, attendance was similarly 
underwhelming for bills consisting of strong 
techno and industrial-electronic artists at 
the Re-bar and Crocodile showcases that I 
attended.

The Fete Music Festival—which was 
to feature Nas, Rae Sremmurd, and other 
prominent hiphop figures at White River Am-
phitheatre—was canceled due to low ticket 
sales.

Several other smaller niche fests reported 
dwindling attendance figures this year, but 

the problem extends to the big events, too. 
Back in 2014, the huge outdoor extravaganza 
Sasquatch!, which happens annually on Me-
morial Day weekend, had to eliminate its 
second Fourth of July weekend dates due 
to poor sales. Plus, ticket sales for the 2016 
edition dropped by 50 percent to 11,000, ac-
cording to the Oregonian, for which some 
blamed a less stellar lineup and a weaker 
Canadian dollar. And looming on the horizon, 
Paul Allen’s Upstream Music Fest + Summit 
threatens to wipe out the competition next 
spring, as it takes over CenturyLink Field 
and Pioneer Square. What can a beleaguered 
festival organizer do in such an oversaturated 
market? Is the Northwest suffering from fes-
tival glut?

STILL ROOM FOR GROWTH?

I spoke to a dozen people who put on music 
festivals in the Seattle area, and one thing 
I learned is, the bigger the event, the more 
its operatives speak in glittering generalities 
that seek to conjure warm and fuzzy feelings. 

CAPITOL HILL BLOCK PARTY Some festivals continue to thrive.

The other conclusion: Bigger fests with more 
corporate sponsors tend to be doing better 
than smaller, more-DIY fests.

Rob Thomas of AEG Live, which took over 
the massive annual cul-
tural smorgasbord that 
is Bumbershoot in 2015, 
said: “Attendance has 
been increasing along 
with the excitement and 
positive feedback. There 
are many variables 
that go into a success-
ful festival. Success for 
us is hearing about the 
amazing memories and 
new friendships that 
have been created at 
Bumbershoot.”

Thomas welcomes competition because it 
“pushes everybody to work harder to provide 
a better festival. One of the best festival expe-
riences I had this year was at the Northwest 
Tea Festival. It was the ninth year for a fun 
and educational two-day event showcasing 

the multifaceted world of tea. I truly hope 
the festivals in Seattle will continue for many 
more years.”

Adam Zacks, Sasquatch! founder and se-
nior director of programming for Seattle 
Theatre Group, isn’t ready to declare peak 
festival, either: “With the population growth 
in our region, we may or may not be there yet. 
If we look at other markets, Chicago being 
the most extreme example, there is still room 
for growth. It’s not easy, though, and there 
is certainly plenty of risk in any new venture 
like this. I think it’s forcing us all to be more 
creative, thoughtful, and patron-centric.”

Eli Anderson, who books Capitol Hill 
Block Party, which drew about 20,000 attend-
ees for each of its three days, admits that 
Seattle hosts an excess of fests and events ev-
ery weekend. “I think there’s a certain brand 
of mega-festival format that is really trans-
parent and dull. People don’t want to be led 
out into a field and shown a series of logos and 
be told that it’s fun. That’s the sort of thing 
people are going to get burned out on and 
reject. While Block Party is still a large-scale 
event, the setting and relative size help keep 
us more interesting than all that.”

TOO MANY OPTIONS

While large music festivals have thrived in 
Europe at least since the mid 1980s, they’ve 
burgeoned only relatively recently in Amer-
ica. Some industry pundits attribute this to 
millennials’ desire for communal experiences 
and their love of sharing said good times via 
social media. Consequently, fest organizers 
compete fiercely to give patrons the most 
interesting, multifaceted experiences pos-
sible. Another thing spurring big festivals: 
Their corporate sponsorships—in exchange 
for branding privileges—enable them to pay 
higher rates to artists than they can earn at 
conventional club gigs.

In conjunction with that development, sev-
eral smaller festivals have sprouted in recent 
years to capitalize on the resurgent interest 
in psych rock and garage rock, like Seag-
aze, Pizza Fest, and the defunct Hypnotikon. 
Other promoters try to tap into hardcore 
aficionados’ zeal for electronic, experimen-
tal, jazz, and heavy metal. If there’s a niche 
genre, the thought goes, there must be a 
festival to celebrate it. Decibel is an example 
of a scrappy little fest that blossomed into a 
worldwide phenomenon. That, however, is the 
exception. Most niche fests fizzle quickly or 
operate on a humble, low-profile scale.

Leigh Bezezekoff 
and Michael Stephens 
of the Ballard-based 
Macefield Festival note 
that people may be over 
the concept of expensive 
large festivals with very 
similar bills. They point 
to their schedule of Ha-
zel, Reigning Sound, 
Psychic TV, the Sonics, 
Jesse Sykes, and Mark 
Lanegan as deviations 
from the norm. “Our 
festival attracts true 

music fans, not those just looking for a fes-
tival experience,” Bezezekoff said. “I think 
as long as we continue to do that, we’ll be 
okay.” Stephens adds, “We are really trying 
to establish ourselves as a festival for those 
that maybe aren’t that into festivals. We 

 “A certain brand of 
mega-festival format 
is really transparent 

and dull. People don’t 
want to be led out into 

a field and shown a 
series of logos and be 

told that it’s fun.”

Festival Fatigue?
Low Attendance and a Glut of Options Suggest 

Seattle May Have OD’d on Music Festivals
BY DAVE SEGAL

KELLY O
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know who we are and why we are doing 
this, but it is hard work.” Macefield’s bosses 
claim they exceeded last year’s total for pre-
sales, but the poor weather seriously hurt 
their walk-up numbers. They’re reconsider-
ing the concept of holding outdoor sets in 
October.

The electronic-music-oriented Chance 
of Rain also cited attendance shortfalls. 
Lack of sponsorship and late lineup an-
nouncements hobbled promotional efforts, 
according to organizers Michael Manahan 
and Alison Pugh. However, Manahan posits 
that Chance of Rain can offer a respite from 
festivals’ homogeneity and predictability. 
He wants his event to embrace the city’s so-
cial, cultural, and geographic diversity. “We 
believe the electronic music and urban arts 
communities of Seattle still remain under-
represented by many of the festivals that 
call Seattle home,” he said. Pugh said it’s 
increasingly important for CoR to differ-
entiate itself from the pack. “It’s not just 
about the big names; most of my favorite 
moments stem from encountering the unex-
pected, which, frankly, never has big names 
involved.”

Pizza Fest head Pete Capponi blames low 
numbers at this year’s PF on there being too 
many high-profile events—including Doe 
Bay Fest and Pickathon—happening during 
the same weekend (August 4–6). He adds, “I 
think people get a little burned out on hav-
ing to pack so much into the limited number 
of summer weekends when there is actually 
good weather. But, ultimately, I think it’s a 
good thing to have so much [going on].”

MORONIC CHILDREN WITH  
NEON SUNGLASSES

Founder of the annual experimental-music 
blast known as Debacle Fest, Sam Melan-
con feels that Seattle suffers from a surfeit 
of themed programming. “Every show, art 
opening, DJ night, and record fair has moved 
into this model that everything happening in 
a given month has to be a multimedia social 
EVENT. Just being a show or an opening 
isn’t good enough anymore to get people 
psyched to come enjoy. I think the level of 
quality of what is actually on offer could be 
so low that people are papering over with 
‘concepts’ and half-assed themes, because it 
is exciting to say you have a festival, event, 
monthly series.

“It’s easy to write up a document of what 
a night is supposed to evoke in patrons; it’s 
much harder to actually see it through and 
put the work in that creates a venue for phe-
nomenal and consistent art to be produced.” 
Debacle “barely met expectations” for at-
tendance according to Melancon, but for 
a fest that spotlights obscure, challenging 

artists, it did respectable numbers. “We try 
not to hang our entire budget on a single 
‘big name’ and let smaller artists shine 
through.”

One newish event that seems to be doing 
fine on its own terms is Northwest Psych 
Fest, held at the Sunset Tavern and Conor 
Byrne Pub. Leaders Peter Koslik and Nick 
Arthur judge success not by ticket sales 
but by the quality of showgoers’ experi-
ences. As Arthur put it: “People fell in love. 
Bands became best friends. Bands broke 
up. We left people in joyous tears, and we 
pissed people off. We lost tons of money.” 

Both men decry what they perceive as cro-
nyism within Seattle music fests—too many 
events where friends’ friends’ bands get 
booked regardless of merit. “At best,” said 
Arthur, “you get an expensive, high-speed, 
three-day marathon of what anyone could 
get parsed out over any month—or at worst, 
you get a frightfully expensive event filled 
with moronic children with neon sunglasses 
thinking Ecstasy is enlightening, listening 
to music that should have been washed away 
in the ’90s.”

Koslik said that one of Northwest Psych 
Fest’s top priorities is to “support lesser-
known but talented musicians who are 
struggling to survive in a city that seems 
hell-bent on driving them out. To that end, I 
believe we have achieved something, even if 
it’s just a spark of light in the darkness.”

Both organizers see a proliferation of 
events emphasizing “psychedelic” music, 
but observe an attendant false advertising. 
(Lo-Fi’s Seagaze, Royal Room’s Psyche-
delic Festival, and Neumos’ Psychedelic 
Holiday Freak Out are recent examples, 
though one could argue they did possess 
genuine psychedelic content.) “You can’t 
fake your way through an acid trip, and you 
can’t fake your way through a psych fest 
and expect people to have a profound ex-
perience,” Koslik asserts. “More than a few 
people have told me that Northwest Psych 
Fest was the best concert experience they 
have ever had. When I ask them why, they 
often have no answer. They just get it. To 

me, that means something and that’s why 
we’ll keep going.”

WHAT IF WE GIVE IT AWAY?

Veteran Seattle guitarist Dennis Rea (Mo-
raine and many other bands) has spearheaded 
progressive-music fest Seaprog since 2013, 
but he took a hiatus this year due to its or-
ganizers’ musical commitments. Festivals run 
by musicians (e.g., Rafael Anton Irisarri’s 
late, great Substrata) typically treat artists 
well and induce a strong camaraderie among 
both performers and audiences. That’s been 
Rea’s MO. Even if they’ve lost money every 
year, Seaprog has been satisfying to Rea for 
its “truly memorable performances and help-
ing to foster a sense of community among 
players and enthusiasts of the sort of music 
we showcase.” He also lauds the festival for-
mat for “building bridges between previously 
isolated factions of musicians and sparking a 
number of musical collaborations that likely 
wouldn’t have come about otherwise.”

Sadly, Seaprog has had to move the date 
of its 2017 event at Columbia City Theater 
because it fell on the same weekend as Up-
stream. Rea, too, acknowledges festival 
saturation. “We’re finding it increasingly 
difficult to find a weekend on the calendar 
that isn’t already crowded with a plethora of 
competing happenings,” he said. “The recent 
proliferation of festivals also hinders any ef-
forts we might undertake to obtain a modicum 
of public funding, as we’d be up against daunt-
ing competition. However, among our native 
constituency, which includes a good number 
of older listeners, we’ve found that they’re 
reliably more likely to attend a festival with 
multiple acts and a sense of community cama-
raderie than the usual weeknight gigs in dive 
bars to which Seaprog artists are typically 
relegated—that alone makes it a worthwhile 
endeavor.”

One model worth exploring is the free 
festival. That’s the route Luis Rodriguez 
has taken for six years with Block Party at 
the Station, held near the Beacon Hill coffee 
shop/hiphop stronghold. Rodriguez’s annual 
goal is to draw people of color and LGBTQ 
folks to his event in a city that’s about 70 
percent white, and he achieves it. “It was 
considered by many people in Seattle to be 
the most POC party in town,” he said. “We 
brought amazing artists that anywhere else 
you’d have to pay for.”

That being said, Rodriguez has ambitions 
to lock in sponsors and donors—but no corpo-
rations, thank you—to the Block Party, so he 
can pay his artists with something more than 
coffee. He takes pride in his event showcasing 
local hiphop artists who rarely appear at other 
fests. A staunch advocate for people of color 
and a champion of the defunct Black Weirdo 
parties, Rodriguez also hopes to bring the  
Afropunk Festival to Seattle, with a team 
helmed by fellow local people of color. So far, 
Afropunk has happened only in Brooklyn, Par-
is, and Atlanta. It would be a tremendous coup, 
for sure. However, he said, “it will be very dif-
ficult to make that happen in a very white city.”

As it stands, if you want to succeed fi-
nancially as a festival organizer, you need to 
either have deep pockets, or tap into a demo-
graphic/genre niche that’s been underserved 
and is hungry for high-quality bills, or pres-
ent innovative entertainment concepts that 
aren’t too esoteric. All of this is much easier 
said than done. It may be time to realize 
that too many music-festival organizers have 
overestimated the region’s appetite for their 
entertainment concepts. Seattle’s population 
keeps growing, housing costs keep rising, and 
people can commit to only so many multiday 
extravaganzas per year. ■

Comment on this story at
THESTRANGER.COM/MUSIC

 “Every show, art opening, 
DJ night, and record fair 
has to be a multimedia 

social EVENT. Just being a 
show or an opening isn’t 
good enough anymore 

to get people psyched to 
come enjoy.”

FESTIVAL GOERS Do they have too many options?
KELLY O
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WEDNESDAY 11/2
PREOCCUPATIONS 

(FORMERLY VIET CONG)
METHYL ETHEL

SATURDAY 11/5
CASPIAN 

THE APPLESEED CAST 

TUESDAY 12/6
LEE FIELDS & 

THE EXPRESSIONS
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TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE.

FOLLOW US ON FB,
TWITTER & INSTAGRAM

Wed 10/26
MINNESOTA ROOTS

CHARLIE PARR
THE LAST REVEL

 8pm $15

Sat 10/29 
TRIBUTE & TREATS

HALLOQUEEN 
(QUEEN TRIBUTE)

CULT BUSTERS 
(CULT TRIBUTE)

9pm $18/$20

Sun 10/30 
DURHAM FOLK ROCK

HISS GOLDEN 
MESSENGER
PHIL COOK

8pm $15

Thurs 11/3 
BAY AREA FOLK SONGWRITER

SEAN HAYES
TIM CARR
CHARLEY CROCKETT

8pm $20

UP & COMING: 10/27 TIM REYNOLDS & TR3 11/1 
BACKSLIDE GOSPEL 11/4 POLECAT 11/5 GRAHAM 
PARSONS TRIBUTE 11/9 YARN 11/10 DAVID RAMERIZ

Mon 10/31  
KEXP PRESENTS

PICKWICK
YOUNG IN THE CITY

8PM $20

 

Wednesday, October 26
UADA

Helleborus
Isenordal, Pagan Scum

9PM  $10 - $12

Thursday, October 27
DEATHRAID

Bad Future
Frustration
Celluloid
9PM   $8

Friday, October 28
1234 RAMONES TRIBUTE

Neutralboy
Acid Teeth
9:30PM   $8

Saturday, October 29
WARNING DANGER
Steel Tigers Of Death

Juliet Tango, Oceans of Mars
9:30PM   $7

Sunday, October 30
NIK TURNER’S HAWKWIND

Hedersleben
Fungal Abyss

Trannysaurus Rox
9PM   $12 - $15

Tuesday, November 1
THEORIES
Vermin Womb
Wilt, Hissing

9PM   $10 - $12

www.highlineseattle.com
210 Broadway Ave E • 21+

Dinner service everyday 5-11pm

2200 2ND AVE  CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE

MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM 

10/26
WEDNESDAY

The Crocodile Presents::

Screaming Females @ The Vera Project
Moor Mother, Listen Lady All Ages

10/27
THURSDAY

KEXP & The Crocodile Present::

Sunflower Bean @ Chop Suey
The Lemon Twigs
All Ages

10/28
FRIDAY

The Crocodile Presents::

La Femme @ Barboza
21+

10/28
FRIDAY

Underdog Sports Leagues Presents::

Halloween Bash
21+

10/29
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents::

King Dude @ The Sunset
Night Profound, Foie Gras,  
Michael Ray And The Plastic Sheets  v21+

10/29
SATURDAY

BollyGrooves Presents::

Diwaloween 
(Diwali + Halloween + Bollywood)
DJ Aanshul, DJ Kapil, DJ TAMM   21+

10/30 BOY & BEAR 10/31 RASPUTINA 11/1 THE MOTH & THE FLAME 11/2 BALANCE & COMPOSURE  
11/3 DANIELA ANDRADE @ CHOP SUEY 11/3 CLASSIXX 11/4 FINISH TICKET 11/5 HAR MAR 
SUPERSTAR 11/6 KING CHARLES 11/7 KIIARA 11/10 FISHBONE 11/11 TIMEFLIES 11/12 THE SUFFERS 
11/14 MONARCHY + HER 11/15 THE ORWELLS 11/16 A TRIBE CALLED RED 11/18 LEMAITRE

Thu 12/22 
PO’ BROTHERS 

Sat 12/31
NYE SNAP 90’S 
DANCE PARTY

FE
AT

UR
ED Wed 12/14

ANDIE CASE 
@ THE VERA 

PROJECT

When I first heard there was a peti-
tion to ban a track by Bompton 

rapper YG, with enough signatures that the 
White House is expected to comment on it—I 
figured it had to be the song “FDT” (aka 
“Fuck Donald Trump”).

But no. To my surprise, the fuss is over 
“Meet the Flockers,” the how-to-rob-a-house 
primer from YG’s 2014 Def Jam debut My 
Krazy Life, because of its opening bars: 
“First you find a house and scope it out / Find 
a Chinese neighborhood, ’cause they don’t 
believe in bank accounts.” (That’s a stereo-
type I’d never heard about.)

The specific complaint is that the song 
(and more to the point, the video) “encour-
ages violence and crimes to a specific ethnic 
group.” The petition was posted to white-
house.gov’s We the People page five days 
after an incident in Atlanta, in which an Asian 
American woman with a handgun opened fire 
on three men who were allegedly breaking 
into her home. According to the Washington 
Post, one suspect was killed, two escaped, and 
the woman was not charged.

Despite the fact that no one has established 
any link between “Meet the Flockers” and this 
(or any other) incident, the petition gathered 
112,702 signatures in a month. Clearly, the ra-
cial dynamics are heated, but is a two-year-old 
album cut really causing “cultural violence”—
and is censorship the answer?

Ground zero of Black/Asian relations on 
wax is a 47-second song by the king of po-
litically minded LA gangsta rap: Ice Cube. 
That song, “Black Korea,” from 1991’s 
Death Certificate, was recorded during 
some of the most racially charged days in 
LA history—after Black teenager Latasha 
Harlins was fatally shot in the back of the 
head by Korean American shop owner Soon 
Ja Du—and released around the same time 
Du was sentenced to probation, 400 hours of 
community service, and a $500 fine. A few 
months later, the acquittal of the LAPD 
officers in the Rodney King case sparked 
the 1992 LA riots. More than half of the 
businesses burned reportedly belonged to 
Korean Americans, echoing Cube’s warn-
ings of stores being burned “right down to a 
crisp” if relations didn’t improve.

Though that era’s rage has subsided, rap 
still has a problem in regard to its depiction 
of the entire Asian diaspora (despite tons of 
Asian American hiphop fans and practitio-
ners). You’ll very rarely hear a Black rapper 
openly slur any other ethnic minority on 

record—except people of Asian descent. 
There’s the beyond-tired smoking-weed-
made-my-eyes-Chinese chestnut, a thousand 
offensive stereotypes from skits and videos, 
and a laundry list of groan-inducing lines 
from Kanye, Drake, and Childish Gambino.

Meanwhile, hiphop is still—still—a target 
when conservative America needs to vilify 
Black people en masse. Trump surrogates have 
even attempted to shift blame for their candi-
date’s repugnant comments about women onto 
the terrible examples set by rap music.

Attempts to ban rap songs are as old as 
rap itself, and because the internet makes 
“banning” a virtual impossibility anyway, 
you have to ask what these efforts are really 
about.

Protests have sprung up outside of YG 
concerts nationwide in the wake of the peti-
tion. On YG’s Snapchat, the rapper aimed 
his camera at some of the protesters outside 
of his show, who called for an apology. “How 
they gone hate on a real nigga?” he wondered.

According to Seattle-based event pro-
ducer/community organizer Michael Huang, 
the intent of protest actions like the petition 
within Asian communities “is ostensibly to 
advocate and stand up for ourselves. But 
the execution is too often to point a finger 
at black people. Anti-blackness is real in 
America—including among Asian Ameri-
cans—but so is anti-Asian and anti-‘other.’ 
We’re relegated to having to fight amongst 
ourselves.”

One can’t help but think of the protests 
outside the courthouse where ex-NYPD 
officer Peter Liang, the son of Chinese immi-
grants, was convicted for the death of Akai 
Gurley. On one side, the crowd chanted Black 
Lives Matter. On the other, a huge gather-
ing of Chinese Americans shouted “Peter 
Scapegoat,” demanding that Liang not be 
convicted for shooting an innocent, unarmed 
Black man—when white cops typically get 
away scot-free with that offense.

“Asian Americans have been pitted 
against African Americans for a long time,” 
says Huang. “Sure, Asian Americans have 
been able to attain the most upward mobility 
out of all minority groups, but at what cost?”

The cost for proximity to the American 
dream is always steep—especially when it 
includes accepting anti-Black racism. Then 
again, it don’t cost nothing to apologize. 
“Chinese neighborhoods” or not, we are all 
neighbors—YG included—and there are far 
better ways we can show up for one another. ■

What the Campaign 
to Ban YG’s “Meet the 

Flockers” Is Really About
BY LARRY MIZELL  JR. 

http://www.highlineseattle.com/
http://thecrocodile.com/
http://www.thecrocodile.com/
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THEATER

Y ou might find that headline a little 
glib, but if you look around at the 
fire-colored elms and oaks around 

us, you’ll see that the earth kills its darlings 
every year. Autumn is Mother Nature’s way 
of reminding us that she brought us into this 

world, as my mother never fails to remind 
me, and she can take us out. (Though it’s fa-
mously a Bill Cosby line, I prefer to think 
my mom got it from Medea, who says of her 
doomed offspring, “I gave them life, now I 
give them death.”)

The Lighter Side 
of Infanticide

Seattle Shakespeare Mines Medea 
for Both Humor and Horror

BY RICH SMITH

Considering the wildfires in the Western 
US, the increasing intensity of storms all 
over, and the fact that global atmospheric 
carbon levels have just this month reached 
unacceptable concentrations permanently, I’d 
say nature is at least sharpening her knives.

But what does Seattle Shakespeare 
Company’s production of Euripides’s Me-
dea (running through November 13) have 
to do with climate change? Well, if you’re 
looking for a reason not to write Medea off 
as a psychopath, it’s a useful metaphorical 
framework. She murders her own children 
to exact revenge on her husband, Jason (as 
in “and the Argonauts”), for 
leaving her so he can marry 
a richer and more powerful 
woman while also asking to 
keep her as a side piece—de-
spite the fact that she made 
him who he was to begin with (I mean, kill 
him, sure, but the children?). It helps to 
read director Kelly Kitchens’s presentation 
of this Greek classic as an ecofeminist cri-
tique of the patriarchy. Stop looking at me 
like that. It’s a whole discipline.

Andrea Bryn Bush’s scenic design and 
Kent Cubbage’s lights associate Medea with 
elemental forces. The set glows aquamarine 
when the chorus consults her, and dead tree 
branches loom over her house, which oth-
erwise looks like a dojo crossed with that 
tech-bro mansion from Ex Machina. That’ll 
do for the eco part. The all-female and very 
Medea-sympathetic chorus repeats phrases 
like “We’d sing of men’s outrageousness!” 
with knowing (and understandable) rage—
the feminist interpretation is unmistakable.

Medea’s infanticide metaphorically serves 
as a warning for us. Just as the pressures of 
trying to maintain power and dignity within a 
patriarchy drove Medea to kill her children, 
Kitchens’s Medea argues, so the pressures 
we place on the planet will ultimately drive 
the earth to kill us. Happy decorative gourd 
season, motherfuckers.

All that academic stuff floats in the 
background. In the foreground is Alexan-
dra Tavares’s incredible lead performance. 
Her Medea is contemporary—funny and 

as far away from the Rubenesque scold of 
yore as you can get. Tavares plays her as a 
rom-com heroine who has been thrust into 
a tragedy—a cross between (forgive me) 
Rachel from Friends and Jenny Slate. Her 
laugh lines hit hardest, particularly the re-
frain “My husband’s the vilest man alive.” 
This humor increases our sympathy for Me-
dea, and so deepens the emotional power 
of her ultimate, completely unsympathetic 
gesture. 

Sylvester Foday Kamara’s Jason is a 
highlight, too. He commands the stage like 
a general in a Shakespeare play, and his pas-

sionate pleas to hold his dead 
children at the end are agoniz-
ing to watch and hear. Though 
I will say I was completely 
distracted by the strangeness 
of the leather satchel he wears 

when he runs into the house following his chil-
dren’s murder. It’s weirdly too small for him 
and it’s cheap-looking, and this heartrending 
and complex moment is the first time we see 
him with it. I felt bad for noticing, but it would 
be as if you noticed that Leonardo DiCaprio, 
as he slowly slipped into the icy depths of the 
Atlantic at the end of Titanic, was wearing 
sunglasses. It was completely unignorable.

Kitchens has chosen an ethnically di-
verse cast, which more accurately reflects a 
Corinth connected by trade to “Ethiopia,” as 
Greeks called what they knew of Africa, and 
several other countries, though I had trou-
ble relating the racial dynamics onstage to 
political conversations in the United States. 
Yadira Duarte plays a frantic, Spanish-
speaking Nurse, who self-subtitles for the 
sake of English-only speakers. But the fran-
tic, Spanish-speaking nurse is a pretty tired 
stereotype, no? Kamara is black, and Tava-
res looks white, but Kamara’s accent scans 
British (colonial), and in the play, Medea is 
the one who society casts out. Not much is 
made of the race of the characters one way 
or another, but because their diversity is 
clearly a conspicuous choice, it’s worth won-
dering what further complexity might be 
lurking in this already delightfully complex 
production  ■

Medea
Seattle Shakespeare Company

Through Nov 13

JOHN ULMAN

MEDEA An ecofeminist reading of Euripides. 

SEATTLE REP

ROZ AND RAY Intersectional AF.

S eattle-based playwright Karen Hart-
man’s Roz and Ray features only two 

actors, but this quiet little medical drama in 
the Leo K. Theatre (running through Novem-
ber 13) is probably the most intersectional 
show in Seattle theater right now.

Ray Mendes (played with in-
fectious warmth and passion by 
Teagle F. Bougere) is a funny, 
black, boisterous, sorta-closeted 
queer, single father who hates 
disco and is trying to raise two boys with he-
mophilia, a rare genetic disorder that makes 
you bleed too much. “The 1980s can suck my 
hairy hole!” he says, establishing the era and 
his sense of humor.

Ray meets and eventually seduces Dr. Roz 
Kagan (played with wry restraint by Ellen 
McLaughlin), an older, straight white wom-
an—one of the first in the field of hematology 
and oncology—who’s pushing a miracle cure 
for hemophilia called Factor VIII, which clots 

blood.
Things go pretty well until 

the AIDS crisis begins to af-
fect the medical blood supply. 
Donated blood used to make 

Factor VIII becomes contaminated with HIV, 
at which point Roz and Ray have to decide how 
they’re going to treat these children. Their two 
choices: inject them with a medicine poten-
tially infected with HIV or run them through 

a deadly, debilitating, and time-consuming 
medical procedure that will ultimately ruin and 
shorten their lives.

The story of Roz and Ray dramatizes some-
thing we don’t often see dramatized: victims 
of racism, sexism, and homophobia falling 
in love and clashing, all while being taken 
advantage of by big, evil pharmaceutical cor-
porations. That’s race, gender, sexuality, and 
class all very much in the foreground of what 
is essentially a delicately done (if 15 minutes 

too long) love story.
This is the kind of play that sends you 

down a Wikipedia rabbit hole for hours after 
you see it. Did pharmaceutical companies re-
ally commit genocide against hemophiliacs 
in the 1980s? And what are those big phar-
maceutical companies doing now? And why 
aren’t they paying for everyone to go to col-
lege? And was the Reagan administration the 
absolute worst administration the country 
has ever known? ■

Go See Roz and Ray, 
a Romantic Drama 

About AIDS Research
BY RICH SMITH

Roz and Ray
Seattle Repertory Theatre

Through Nov 13
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ART

N ine months ago, when Michelle de 
la Vega began making new art for a 
show coming up in 2017, she didn’t 

like talking about it. A few people responded to 
her ideas awkwardly, one dismissing her topic 
as old news. So if someone asked, she softened 
her answer or spoke quickly and changed the 
subject. She felt less and less motivated to 
work, so the sculptures and video were devel-
oping only in fits and starts.

Then came the tape.
The leaked recording in which Donald 

Trump bragged to another man that he kisses 
and grabs women as he pleases set off a storm 
of protests from women speaking out about 
unwanted sexual attention. Celebrities, poli-
ticians, writers, and women all across social 
media came forward with their stories. More 
important than any single detail was the size 
of the wave, every woman in it rising against 
silence.

It was as if the presidential election had 
reached a hand into de la Vega’s studio and 
shaken it awake. Suddenly, what everybody 
else wanted to talk about was the same sub-
ject de la Vega had felt silenced about—wom-
en’s silence itself.

“I had thought, well, it will be interesting 
to do this project when Hillary is running, 
but I didn’t really see the last week and a half 
coming,” de la Vega told me. “I feel so em-
boldened. We have each other now. There’s so 
many voices. I’m blown away—it makes me 
hyperventilate sort of, that this is all going on 

and it’s this crazy overlap.”
The reason I was sitting with de la Vega in 

her studio last week talking about all this is 
that she is not alone.

On Facebook, I’d posted that morning, “I’m 
struggling pretty much all the time with the 
constant backdrop of the election. Is it affect-
ing you, artists? Remember the ‘Hope’ art of 
Obama? This feels like despair. How are you 
coping? How is it showing up in your work?”

On a very good day, I’d get 20 Facebook 
comments about an art post. This time, 130 
racked up fast. Clearly, I’d hit a nerve. Yes, 
it’s affecting artists. It’s affecting them a lot.

Paralysis was a common response. “I am 
working less” is all Sonya Shannel Stockton 
wrote. “Very distracting,” posted Cass Ne-
vada. “I make a living by making people laugh 
and sometimes people yell at me,” wrote the 
Portland studio artist Francesca Berrini, who 
has a side business in outrageous prints and 
greeting cards. “But I can’t figure out how to 
make any of this funny in my own style yet. 
It’s all just too f***ed up right now.” (The as-
terisks were hers.)

“Literal nightmares, constant twisty, anx-
ious stomach, urge to draw only vagina den-
tata,” wrote Kristin Wood Harwell.

Then there were those channeling rage, or 
disgust or devastation, into action.

“‘Feeling down’ is a luxury afforded to 
those who aren’t busy already fighting the 
White Supremacist Patriarchy,” wrote Tashi 
Ko (Natasha Marin), the artist behind the 

Reparations website, where people of color 
can make requests, and white people can ful-
fill them. “Work harder. Feel better.”

To that, artist Sharla Laurin had only the 
energy to respond, “No.”

Fascinatingly, one artist, Kait Rhoads, 
wrote that the outpouring of socially engaged 
art during this heated time has her feeling left 
out. She makes abstract glass sculpture and 
jewelry.  “With the elec-
tion and such sharp rent 
rise in the city, I deal with 
panic every day,” Rhoads 
wrote. “The way that art 
is funded has changed 
dramatically. I’m having 
a hard time transforming 
to keep up, social work is 
not my forte. My strength 
is making work that helps 
me calm down, that soothes 
my PTSD, which is object-
based.”

As a critic, I’d like to reassure Rhoads that 
funding priorities will always change, and 
still, no one kind of art is more valid than any 
other. It’s cold comfort, but I applaud an art-
ist who knows who she is and is also trying to 
see adaptation as potential development.

“It’s hard to have nuanced art when it’s 
just the polarities of tolerance vs. intoler-
ance,” wrote Portland critic Jeff Jahn. “Art-
ists thrive in the gaps.”

I’m not worried about that. Good artists 

The Art of Wartime
Seattle Artists Respond to the Nightmare of Trump and Election Season

BY JEN GRAVES

MICHELLE DE LA VEGA Lips like sugar, frosted with dread.

find a way to make good art. I do agree with 
Satpreet Kahlon, a Seattle artist who wrote 
that her work found a subtler reception back 
before it seemed nationally necessary to con-
gratulate people who don’t call Mexicans rap-
ists. “I don’t know,” Kahlon wrote. “All I know 
is, at some point a few months ago, I became 
really disheartened and tired and deeply sad. 
The work that I am creating now (and I am 
not creating very much, to be honest), is for 
[People of Color], is for those with marginal-
ized voices. I can’t change white folks. I can’t 
change bigots and sexists.”

What made me want to go out and talk to 
de la Vega right that day was that she was 
rare in representing both ends of the emo-
tional spectrum. She wrote on Facebook that 
she felt both “brutalized” and “emboldened,” 
full of “despair” and “inspiration.”

Visiting her, I found the reasons for her 
ambivalence hopeful. She is still making art, 
and making it in the storm’s eye. For female 
artists this election season, the personal is po-
litical even more than usual.

When de la Vega’s installation opens in 
April at Bridge Productions and Oxbow in 
Georgetown, it will have been informed by 
her interactions with Seattle prostitutes, with 
her grade-school niece in Los Angeles (who 
inspired the whole thing), and with other art-
ists and friends living in this restrictive cat-
egory of female.

An advertising image de la Vega noticed 
last week became the basis for a photograph 
she made spontaneously, of a female friend’s 
face smeared with red lipstick and her mouth 
coated in sugar, keeping her from being able 
to speak clearly. De la Vega is also molding 
stiletto high heels from spun sugar. She calls 
them her “sugar shoes,” and explained, “I 
have to play this cultural role where I have 
to be sweet and sexy and pleasing, and then I 
put aside my own self-advocacy at times—and 
I just don’t know how to get these sugar shoes 
off. And I’m afraid what will happen if I take 
them off, and I’m afraid what will happen if 
I don’t.”

Sitting on a chair next to de la Vega, 
there’s a box. It’s labeled as a rape kit, and 
it’s unopened. I ask her about it. It’s part of 
the project, part of the research that goes 
into what she’ll make. She asked for rape kits 
from various local hospitals. This one is from 
Swedish Medical Center.

“I have been dismissed as a woman, and 
I have a personal history, 
like most women do, of 
times when I was violated 
and knew to be silent about 
it,” she said. She doesn’t 
elaborate in language be-
cause her art is her voice, 
and now, because of the 
events of Clinton v. Trump, 
“I don’t feel so helpless.”

In other words, in this 
open season for sexism 
and racism at the highest 

level of national politics, this woman of color 
has found a way to make art vulnerably yet 
boldly. We sit with the opened rape kit, the 
“Pubic Hair Combing” envelope having fallen 
nauseatingly atop many others referring to 
the evaluating, always the evaluating, of a 
woman’s body.

There are five months left until de la Ve-
ga’s show, and only days until the election. 
Yes, she predicts, the art she makes—and 
how it’s perceived—will depend on who is 
elected president. ■

“Literal nightmares, 
constant twisty, 

anxious stomach, 
urge to draw only 
vagina dentata,” 

wrote Kristin 
Wood Harwell.
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The Seattle area boasts two re-
nowned poetry presses (Copper 
Canyon Press and Wave Books), 

and it may find its third in Gramma.
The press will spring forth fully formed 

at its public launch party on November 12 
at Generations, but it’s already operational 
and prepared to announce the first two titles: 
Sarah Galvin’s second full-length, Ugly Time, 
and Christine Shan Shan Hou’s third book, 
Community Garden for Lonely Girls.

Gramma publisher and founder Bill True, 
the veteran Seattle art collector, says he’s 
committed to the project for the foreseeable 
future, though he admits he’ll be checking in 
with editor Drew Swenhaugen on a yearly 
basis to take stock.

True is well-known in the visual arts com-
munity. He sat on the board of Henry Art 
Gallery for 25 years, and, along with his wife, 
Ruth, ran Western Bridge for 10 years. The 
gallery focused on contemporary installation 
and multimedia work and was largely ad-
mired by writers at this paper.

So why would an art collector want to back 
a poetry press?

“I just love it,” True tells me, beaming on 
a couch at the Cloud Room. A college class 
on the French Symbolists hooked him on 
reading poetry, but he only started practic-
ing the craft himself five or six years ago. He 
sent out his poems for review by local poets 
and publishers, and that’s how he ended up 
in conversations about founding an indepen-
dent press with Swenhaugen.

“I know the art world in a way I don’t know 
the poetry world at all, so it’s 
all new to me,” he says. Right 
now he reads “the poetry 
equivalent of Richard Serra or 
Chuck Close,” but says Swen-
haugen has introduced him to tons of younger 
and more diverse poets. “Now I’m a cheer-
leader,” he says.

(Full disclosure: Swenhaugen published 
two books of mine on Poor Claudia, a small 
press he cofounded in Portland, Oregon.)

In addition to being a poet in his own right 
(check out his chapbook, Big, from Dikembe 
Press), Swenhaugen helped run the Bad Blood 
poetry readings series and is still a designer 
for Octopus Books. He also sold books at Pow-
ell’s for seven years, worked at a food truck 
for four, and taught writing during graduate 
school. Helming Gramma is now his only job.

The press plans to publish four to six books 
of poetry per year, and they’re starting strong 
with Seattle-based Galvin and Brooklyn-
based Hou. Though True and Swenhaugen 
don’t promise to publish only Seattle writ-
ers, True says the general idea is to publish 
at least one Pacific Northwest poet per year, 
which also happened to be a guiding prin-
ciple at Western Bridge.

Galvin is a frequent Stranger contributor 
and friend who happens to write some of the 
most surprising, hilarious, and touching po-
etry in the United States at the moment. Her 

latest work shows that taking a year to write 
The Best Party of Our Lives, a book of essays 

about gay weddings, has in no 
way dulled her poetic edge. As 
ever, she’s writing about the 
complexities of desire with a 
keen eye and a masterful un-

derstanding of joke structures. But recently 
she’s been adding descriptions of city life that 
would be familiar to Seattleites, as in this 
stanza from “I Heard She Was Fired from 
Catholic Arby’s”:

I climbed every historic building in town
and nothing was on top of them.
Now most of them have been demolished
to make way for buildings that lack
even the possibility of something on top of them.

I first encountered Hou’s work in Seattle 
poet Jane Wong’s digital dissertation project, 
The Poetics of Haunting in Asian American 
Poetry. Hou collaborates with visual artists to 
great effect in her two books, and the few recent 
poems I’ve read of hers are longer-form, asso-
ciative, heavy on declarative sentences, critical 
of war and misogyny, and fierce with left turns 
into wry humor, as in “A History of Detain-
ment”: “Art is the shit on your face. / It is pain, 
but it is manageable. / A day job. / The movies. / 
The emergency of sentiment blinds us momen-
tarily. / The beginning of tea and canaries.”

In addition to publishing books, Swenhau-
gen and a team of nine other paid contributing 

editors will present new poems Monday 
through Friday and “into eternity” online 
at Daily Gramma. Four of these editors are 
based in Seattle (one of them is The Strang-
er’s own Kim Selling), a couple live in Port-
land, and the rest send work from cities that 
start with “B”: Boston, Boise, and Berlin.

I spoke with most of the editors by e-mail, 
and it seems like they’re looking to represent 
a wide range of voices. “Writers from the 
LGBTQ+ community, POC, women. Danc-
ers, agenre artists, activists, homeless youth. 
If you’ve spent time in the periphery of the 
writing world, I want to read (and hopefully 
publish) your work,” writes Seattle poet and 
teacher Michael Harper.

Another Seattleite, Dominic Ng, is look-
ing for “work that is more accessible to the 
general public without sacrificing emotional 
and/or intellectual depth,” with a special 
interest in the intersection between tech 
and modern life. Brandi Katherine Herrera 
might knock on your door if your work “falls 
within the realm of more experimental visual 
and multimedia poetics.”

“There is a diversity of perspective in our 
editorship alone,” writes Portland’s Rebecca 
Nguyen. “So I feel free to let my aesthetic 
guide my selection process. I trust our sys-
tem; it was created v. carefully and thought-
fully by Drew, and with our input.”

Both Swenhaugen and True are acutely 
aware that they are two white dudes enter-
ing an industry full up on white dudery.  

“I feel achieving/promoting diversity (in all 
its forms) in the literary and publishing world 
is simply the mandate for change,” Swen-
haugen writes. “Change that wants to break 
down large power structures (racism, patriar-
chy, class), and to promote ideals of equality, 
fairness, kindness, and ultimately love.”

True says its time for “old white guys” like 
him “to get to the back of the line.” One can’t 
help thinking this conviction might be more 
convincing if he wasn’t the owner of the line in 
question. He adds: “Am I a walking contradic-
tion as a white male in charge of new press? 
Maybe. I still believe I can be a leader for 
this mandate.” And though he gets the final 
check mark on book publication, he says he’s 
just happy to have access to a steady stream 
of fresh and exciting work: “For me, it’s like 
‘What new poet do I get to read this week?’”

On paper and online, this model seems 
promising. In Gramma you have a press whose 
publisher and editors seek the widest audience 
they can within the realm of literary poetry. 
True’s investment allows Swenhaugen to hold 
a full-time position, so he doesn’t have to raise 
money or pay someone else to raise money. 
Like Joshua Beckman at Wave Books, he can 
spend most of his time reading and developing 
relationships with writers. These are the ben-
efits of the patronage system, which seemed to 
work okay for Hugo House and for Wave. And 
even if Gramma lasts only a year, the world will 
only be improved by new books from Christine 
Shan Shan Hou and Sarah Galvin. ■

BOOKS

Meet Gramma,  
Seattle’s Promising New Poetry Press

Bringing New Books from Sarah Galvin and Christine Shan Shan Hou
BY RICH SMITH

Gramma Poetry 
Press Launch Party

Sat Nov 12,
Generations

GRAMMA EDITORS (L-R) Dominic Ng, Michael Harper, Kim Selling, Drew Swenhaugen, Mary Anne Carter.
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A FILM BY PARK CHAN-WOOK    DIRECTOR OF OLDBOY AND STOKER

‘‘THOROUGHLY ENTERTAINING,
STARTLING AND HIGHLY EROTIC.”

- Joe Morgenstern, WALL STREET JOURNAL

‘‘A TANTALIZING TRIPLE-DECKER
ENTERTAINMENT.”

-Justin Chang, LOS ANGELES TIMES

‘‘ELECTRIFYING.”
 -Bilge Ebiri,
  THE VILLAGE VOICE

‘‘MESMERIZING.”
 -John Powers,
   VOGUE

‘‘ONE OF THE YEAR’S SLYEST,  SEXIEST THRILLERS.”
- Kevin P. Sullivan

“AN EMPORIUM OF VISUAL DELIGHTS.”
-Manohla Dargis
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FILM

I t’s only fitting that a documentary about 
the mid-1990s rise of the British band 
Oasis should contain every cliché from 

the rock ’n’ roll handbook. There is the low 
birth, the abusive-then-absent father, the 
doting mother, the humble beginnings, the 
destiny narrative, the power struggles, and, 
above all, the colossal arrogance of the two 
brothers, Noel and Liam Gallagher, whose 
rivalry and partnership define the group.

Oasis arrived like a 
turkey, pre-brined in the 
“saviors of rock ’n’ roll” 
mythos that led them to 
unprecedented success 
in the UK and Europe. 
Since the Gallaghers 
were fond of proclaim-
ing that Oasis was the 
greatest band in the 
world—“Fact!”—being 
famous for being famous 
alienated them from as 
many people as it en-
deared them to, but they 
had a narrative and they 
stuck with it, much to the 
consternation of the ’90s 
indie mafia. Oasis were 
the opposite of Radiohead in every particular, 
which made them all the more popular with 
people who felt condescended to by art rock.

The documentary is plainly authorized, 
executive produced by the two brothers, and 
entirely free of complicating details (e.g., the 
13 years that followed the triumphant mo-
ment where the movie ends). In the age of the 
doc-as-band-primer, Supersonic does a pret-
ty good job of showing the handful of things 
Oasis did best: (1) write anthems, (2) do fun-
ny interviews, (3) have good hair. Those three 
things are hard, and worthwhile. Having full 
access to the band archives, it also shows 
just how spectacularly massive Oasis was in 

mid-’90s England.
How big? Two sold-out shows in front of 

250,000 people. Roughly 25 million albums 
sold. Bigger than any rock band is ever 
likely to be again, anywhere. More to the 
point, though, their success was cultural—
even now, if you go into a pub, anywhere in 
England, and start singing any Oasis song 
(not even a big hit, either), chances are the 
whole place will be singing along to every 

word before you get to 
the middle of the verse. 
Or you’ll get pummeled. 
But either way, you’ll 
learn something about 
the British character.

The problem with the 
film’s authorized-ness, 
though, is that after the 
band’s imperial moment 
(which was indeed a 
thing to see, even if you 
didn’t like their music 
or attitude), the cracks 
really began to show. 
You can see why Noel 
and Liam—who are still 
not on speaking terms, 
having split violently 

in 2009—wouldn’t want to mention the Blur 
rivalry (literally, not one word!), or Be Here 
Now, or any of the many public fiascoes that 
followed the triumphs of (What’s the Story) 
Morning Glory?. But as the movie goes on and 
on, from fabulous success to fabulous success, 
it’s a little like when you meet someone who 
is still a belligerent Oasis fan all these years 
later: You wonder why any filmmaker worth a 
damn would have wanted to put together such 
a hagiography when a really interesting docu-
mentary was so tantalizingly close.

The fact that the Gallaghers don’t let their 
actual story get in the way of a good myth is 
the biggest rock cliché of all. ■

The Song  
Remains the Same

Oasis Are Still Self-Mythologizing in Supersonic
BY SEAN NELSON

Oasis: Supersonic
dir. Mat Whitecross

Wed Oct 26, SIFF Cinema Egyptian  
and SIFF Cinema Uptown

http://www.siff.net/
http://33rdavewamctheatres.com/
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T hese are my favorite vampire movies: 
The Hunger, Only Lovers Left Alive, 

and Thirst. The third film is distinct from 
the first two in three ways: It’s 
Asian, it is about illness and not 
so much immortality, and it is 
erotic in a very visceral sense. 
The eroticism in The Hunger and especially in 
Only Lovers Left Alive is nimbus-like. These 
vampires are more about the aura than the 

electrical shock of desire. Indeed, there is no 
sex for these immortal creatures; they are ulti-
mately about the fatal bite. What is the little 

death for ordinary humans is 
the big death for the victims of 
these monstrous humans. But 
in Thirst, which is directed by 

Park Chan-wook, the vampire’s eroticism is 
activated only at the moment flesh connects 
with flesh and the universal electricity of lust 

The Handmaiden
dir. Park Chan-wook

The Handmaiden Is 
Charged by Erotic Bodies

BY CHARLES MUDEDE

THE HANDMAIDEN Eroticism of the flesh.

is conducted. The vampire is otherwise mun-
dane and nimbus-less. This form of active and 
material eroticism is continued in Park’s new 
and very entertaining film, The Handmaiden.

There are, however, no vampires in The 
Handmaiden—there are just thieves and 
their prey, the rich. Based on a novel set in 
the Victorian era by Welsh novelist Sarah 
Waters, the film’s story happens during Ja-

pan’s occupation of Korea (the 1930s) and 
concerns a young female thief who is placed 
in the middle of an elaborate plot to scam a 
Japanese countess. But the plan is further 
complicated by the unexpected sexual attrac-
tion that grips the young thief, Sook-hee (Kim 
Tae-ri), and the countess, Lady Hideko (Kim 
Min-hee), she works for as a handmaiden.

We experience the film’s castle, the clut-
tered bedrooms, the period wardrobe, and 
the baroque plot developments at a terrific 
pace. But when the thief and the countess are 
alone, things slow down and the erotic fills the 
screen. The first such moment will be per-
manently imprinted on your mind. It has the 
countess in a bathtub and the thief with a fin-
ger in the countess’s mouth (I will not explain 
how they got into this position). Steam is rising 
from the tub’s hot water, the countess’s skin 
and nipples are red with heat, and the thief ’s 
finger is probing the teeth at the back of her 
open mouth. This is an eroticism not of gas or 
glow but contact. As the film progresses, the 
contacts become more and more direct. Park 
Chan-wook is a poet of the realm of the flesh. ■

Steam is rising from  
the tub’s hot water, the 

countess’s skin and nipples 
are red with heat.

4329 University Way NE Seattle, WA 98105
MOVIE LINE: 206-632-7218

www.farawayentertainment.com

Friday Oct 28 - Thursday Nov 3
THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN (R)

OUIJA: ORIGIN OF EVIL (PG-13)
HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE (PG-13)

THE BIRTH OF THE NATION (R)
NEWTOWN LIVE: A NATIONAL CONVERSATION  

- WED 11/2 @ 7:30 PM
RUSH - TIME STAND STILL - THU 11/3 @ 7:30 PM 

Mommy Matinees every Friday morning
please visit our website for showtimes and more:

 FREE PARKING!

EVENINGS & W
EEKENDS

4500 9TH AVE NE • 206-633-0059
SEATTLE

TWO WAYS TO SAVE AT SUNDANCE SEATTLE
MONDAY IS $6 ORCA DAY SHOW YOUR ORCA CARD ALL 
SEATS ARE $6** ($7.50 FOR 3D)   NOT GOOD ON HOLIDAYS.

TUESDAY IS GIRLS NIGHT OUT! 2 or more ladies get $6 ($7.50 for 
3D) Admission ALL DAY. Tickets Available at Box O�ce Only.)  

STUDIO ADVANCE SCREENINGS THAT FALL ON A TUESDAY ARE NOT  
PART OF THE GIRLS MOVIE NIGHT OUT PROMOTION

FULL BAR & BISTRO FARE • RESERVED SEATS
+21 AT ALL TIMES

FOR SHOWTIMES VISIT:

SUNDANCECINEMAS.COM

** TIX AVAIL AT BOX OFFICE ONLY

INFERNO DANCER

OASIS: SUPERSONIC THE ACCOUNTANT

THE GIRL ON  
THE TRAIN DON’T THINK TWICE

SULLY JACK REACHER:  
NEVER GO BACK

IN A VALLEY OF  
VIOLENCE

KEEPING UP WITH  
THE JONESES

5030 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, SEATTLE  •  206-524-8554
www.scarecrow.com

ON SALE THIS WEEK!  Also available for rent! 

For a full list of New Releases for rent + sale, visit scarecrow.com

CAPTAIN FANTASTIC
Golden Space Needle Award Winner at SIFF 2016
DVD / Blu-ray $26.95 
THE EXECUTIONER (Criterion Collection)
Searing Spanish Franco-era Satire
DVD $22.95  Blu-ray $26.95 
MARX BROS. Silver Ccreen Collection
Five Classics Newly Restored
Blu-ray $49.95

DARK WATER
Vintage J-Horror from the Director of the Original RING
DVD / Blu-ray $24.95
DEATHROW GAMESHOW
More Jeopardy than the Actual Show Jeopardy!
DVD / Blu-ray $21.95
EXORCIST III
One of the Few Great, Scary Three-quels.
Blu-ray $27.95 

HOBGOBLINS 
Legendary Trashterpiece GREMLINS Knockoff
DVD / Blu-ray $21.95
NO DIRECTION HOME - BOB DYLAN
Scorsese on Some Recent Nobel Prize Winner.
Blu-ray $19.95
PORTLANDIA: Season 6
Put a Bird On It.
DVD $17.95

Sign Up for a 

Membership for 

Discounts &  

Rental Deals!  

see our website  

for details  

2 FOR 1 
RENTAL 

WEDNESDAY

Support the  
Scarecrow 2016  
Membership Drive!
scarecrow.com/membership

THE HERSCHELL GORDON LEWIS 

FEAST
14 of the Godfather of Gore’s  

Finest Attractions
DVD / Blu-ray $180

http://www.farawayentertainment.com/
http://www.scarecrow.com/
http://sundancecinemas.com/
http://scarecrow.com/
http://scarecrow.com/membership
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The NFL Sunday Ticket Here 
In Hi-Def

Near the Center of the Universe
at the Corner of 35th. and Stone Way N.

206-547-2967

LIVE MUSIC MOST NIGHTS
- FOR FULL CALENDAR VISIT OUR WEBSITE -

HIGHLINESEATTLE.COM 
210 Broadway Ave E • 328.7837

DECADENT 
VEGAN FOOD

7 days •  5-11pm 
HAPPY HOUR
5-6 everyday

$3 wells
$1 off  all beers

$5 off  all pitchers.

WE SHIP
SEAFOOD OVERNIGHT

ANYWHERE IN THE USA
OR WE PACK FOR 

AIR TRAVEL

FRESH FRESH  
ALASKA KING CRAB

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-6PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-5PM

TheRestaurantWarehouse.com
info@therestaurantwarehouse.com

your 
restaurant’s 

missing 
ingredient

206-419-5801

Buy Now Pay 
Later Financing 

Available

Free Delivery

507 15th Ave E • 206-328-3120
   15th & Republican • Capitol Hill

FRESH, HOT SANDWICHES
CRAFT BEER - CRAFT FOOD

unpredictable, not like they were relying on 
a shit-ton of béchamel to make them more in-
teresting. What would they add to the dish? 
How would they change the night? Danger 
Mouse, which way are we going? Can I hop on 
your motorcycle?

It is possible that I need to get out more. 
But I also feel like Trace Wilson, the chef 
at WestCity Sardine Kitchen, understands. 
His West Seattle restaurant always includes 
a few sardine dishes on the menu to convert 
the uninitiated and sate the loyalists.

“Sardines are usually overlooked,” he tells 
me over the phone. “Fresh sardines are hard 
to come by, because they’re mostly harvested 
in the South Pacific and the Mediterranean, 

the warmer waters, and they’re almost always 
packaged immediately after being harvested.” 
People get turned off by that tin, he says. But 
while fresh is amazing, don’t discount a good 
tin of canned sardines. “Sardines have the 
meaty, steaky texture of tuna with the oily 
umami of mackerel and anchovies.”

Currently, Wilson serves a warm br-
uschetta of grilled sardines with a zingy 
olive-caper tapenade and feta on semo-
lina toast, grilled sardines on arugula and 
shaved fennel with a spicy Calabrian chile–
caper relish, and my favorite, whipped 
sardine butter with Grand Central’s Como 
bread. Who knew sardines and compound 
butter were so good together? The umami 
of the sardines added another savory level 
of flavor to the butter, and I started imagin-
ing what it could bring to a sandwich. I wish 
they had served it with the bread warmed 
up. I took it with me, announcing to friends 
“I have sardine butter in my bag” like I was 
smuggling black-market caviar. I slathered 
it on toast. I fried it up with eggs. I debated 
just sucking it off my knuckles.

I don’t think I’m alone. Slowly, surely, 
we oily-fish lovers are growing in number. 
There’s that one dish that sucks you in, 
makes you rethink things. Maybe it was the 
sardine sandwich at Tilikum Place Cafe, or 
the classic Sicilian pasta with sardines, per-
ciatelli con le sarde, at La Medusa. Most 
cuisines, from Scandinavian to Korean to 
Japanese to Spanish to Italian, have some 
dish that highlights what these fish can do. 
Maybe you’ve had Renee Erickson’s canned 
Matiz sardines on toast at the Whale Wins, 
or Rachel Yang’s potato hash with smoked 
mackerel salad at Joule.

 “It’s almost like the fish that people love 
is fish that has very little flavor, and I think 
they’re afraid of jumping into it and getting 
the stronger flavors of the fish,” Yang tells 
me over the phone. “To be honest, I think 

mackerel is one of the most readily available, 
underused fish you can find… I just don’t 
think people know how to cook it.” Know-
ing how to complement the bolder flavor of 
oily fish is tricky for a lot of people, she says. 
Acidity, whether it’s from lemon or the vine-
gar of a salad dressing, is key—or serving it 
with a stronger bitter green like kale. Yang 
cuts the heaviness of the smoked mackerel 
in the salad with pickled onions and a sherry 
vinaigrette, and she also smokes the fish 
over a rack so some of the oil drips out.

Before that salad, I’d only eaten mack-
erel pickled with vinegar or broiled with 
salt at Japanese restaurants, and had been 
wanting to try godeungeo jorim, Korean 

spicy braised mackerel with radishes in red 
chili pepper sauce. Up in Shoreline, Hae-
Nam Kalbi & Calamari offers the classic 
fish dish, as well as a whole flame-broiled 
mackerel. Served with just half a lemon 
to squeeze over, the flame-broiled version 
was a testament that really fresh mackerel 
doesn’t taste fishy at all, just lightly sweet 
and meaty, while the slightly spicy, soy-
based sauce in the godeungeo jorim played 
nicely against the steaklike heft of the fish. 
A milder fish would have been swallowed up, 
but the mackerel held its own.

If you want to give oily fish another 
shot, you don’t necessarily need to start 
with mackerel, the most strongly flavored 
of them all. Anchovies are the flavor pack-
ets of the fish world; adding just a little to a 
dish is like opening up that little package of 
seasoning that comes with ramen noodles—
so small and yet so vital to the operation. 
Sardines are less intense in flavor and, like 
herring, can taste mellower if some of the fat 
is rendered out through grilling or smoking.

The right booze accompaniment doesn’t 
hurt, either. At Old Ballard Liquor Co.’s new 
cafe—and by cafe, I mean one long 12-per-
son table in the store—owner Lexi offers an 
amazing board of different, rotating selec-
tions of Scandinavian-style pickled herring, 
which beg to be eaten with a shot of her Nor-
wegian-style Riktig Aquavit or dill-flavored 
Midsommar Aquavit. Oily-fish lovers will 
like the classic pickled herring because the 
fresh flavor of the fish really shines through; 
for pickled-herring haters, there was a local 
smoked mackerel in a cream cheese–sour 
cream mixture that I was dying to spread on 
a bagel. Amazing, the power of a good fish: 
The whole experience made me feel like I 
was blissfully sailing past Norwegian fjords 
instead of stuffing my face a block from 
the LA Fitness, with no breading or tartar 
sauce in sight. ■

SUZI PRATT

Fall 
2016

thestranger.com/happyhour

  Cocktail Compass SEATTLE’S MOST POPU� R HAPPY-HOUR-FINDING APP IS FREE FOR IPHONE AND ANDROID!

THE 
BEST 
SPOTS 
FOR...
Beer 
Lovers
Craft 
Cocktails
Food 
Deals
Tinder 
Dates
And More!

our new 
happy hour 
guide is on 

streets now - 
pick one up 

today!

mailto:info@therestaurantwarehouse.com
http://highlineseattle.com/
http://therestaurantwarehouse.com/
http://thestranger.com/happyhour
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SHOP LOCAL. SAVE MONEY.
WANT YOUR BUSINESS 
IN STRANGERPERKS? 

Call 206-323-7101 or e-mail 
StrangerPerks@thestranger.com

GREEN CLEANING SEATTLE
ECO-MAID SERVICES™

ALL OVER!
Green Cleaning Seattle Eco-Maid Services™ is Seattle’s only trademarked, locally owned and 

operated green cleaning service. Offering eco-safe cleaning services to Seattle and select 
surrounding locations, GCS will turn your home or offi ce into a sparkling retreat!

$40 to Spend. Your Price: $20

Offer must be purchased from StrangerPerks website, 
and is not available directly through retailer.

STRANGERPERKS.COM

50% OFF

206-547-1417 • 460 North 36th Street  IN THE HEART OF FREMONT

Get Your Football Fix at Norm’s!
Sounders FC & Seahawks • All Games in HD!

Happy Hour Daily: 4pm-7pm
  Weekend Breakfast! Open@ 9am 

Bonus Weekend Happy Hour, Sat & Sun 10am-2pm

GO
HAWKS!

Like us on
NormsEatery.com

Old Stove Brewing Company 
~Pike Place Market~

1525 1st Ave, Seattle • www.oldstove.com
*Consuming raw or uncooked meats, poultry, seafood, shellfi sh, or eggs may increase your risk of food borne illnesses. 

FRESH OYSTERS ON THE 
HALF-SHELL NIGHT!

$1.50/Oyster

MONDAYS 5PM-CLOSE
(OR UNTIL WE RUN OUT)

All proceeds  
directly benefit  

City Fruit ’s 
annual harvest .

AXIS Pioneer Square
308 1st Avenue South

6:00 PM - 9:00 P M

Tickets available at www.cityfruit.org

SPECIAL DISHES BY TOP SEATTLE CHEFS 
Tamara Murphy, Holly Smith, Rachel Yang, Renee Erickson & Lisa Dupar

mailto:StrangerPerks@thestranger.com
http://www.oldstove.com/
http://www.cityfruit.org/
http://strangerperks.com/
http://normseatery.com/
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PERSON OF INTEREST 

Kelly A.  
Rodriguez
TEXT BY CHARLES MUDEDE 
PHOTO BY STANTON STEPHENS

Kelly A. Rodriguez is the executive director and editor of 
ARCADE, a Seattle-based nonprofit journal that covers 
design at every level and scale, including urbanism, architec-
ture, and graphic design. Rodriguez, who holds a master of 
architecture, spent roughly a third of her life in Los Angeles 
(where she was born), a third in San Francisco (where she 
left her heart), and a third in Seattle. Though Rodriguez has 
served in the art, design, and architecture communities in 
this city, it is through her leadership as the editor of ARCADE 
that she has made her mark. She is constantly injecting new 

ideas into the 34-year-old journal, making it a vital read for 
young professionals in the design community.

What is your favorite meal in Seattle?
I have many favorite meals in Seattle, but Cafe Presse’s 

roast chicken for two comes to mind, though you have to be 
patient, as it takes one hour to prepare.

Favorite bar? What’s your drink?
Since Monsoon expanded its Capitol Hill restaurant a 

couple of years ago, I’ve enjoyed their easy and sophisticated 
bar; its low light appeals to my covert sensibilities, as does Il 
Bistro in the Market. When I’m in the mood for a cocktail, I 
order a Hendrick’s martini with a twist.

What music have you been into lately?
Leonard Cohen’s latest, You Want It Darker. I love his 

voice, arrangements, and, of course, his words. When I’m 

home, I tend to listen to jazz—Scott Hamilton’s Nocturnes & 
Serenades and Keith Jarrett’s Jasmine are favorites.

What’s your neighborhood hangout?
Harry’s Bar on 15th Avenue East. I go there oftentimes 

once a week with great longtime friends/neighbors for a 
weekly catch-up.

Which local artists should everyone know about?
Arts writer Brangien Davis and musician Daniel Spils [who 

are married] have launched a new project called the Argument. 
They’re digitally releasing one song each week for 11 weeks, 
and then launching an album on the twelfth. Last week’s entry, 
“Song for Brangien,” is so rich and beautiful in its simplicity.

Any advice for new Seattleites?
As soon as you acknowledge and embrace the Great Pacific 

Northwest’s rich natural environment, all will be revealed. ■
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY
BY ROB BREZSNY

For the Week of October 26
ARIES (March 21–April 19): I invite you to fantasize about what 
your four great-grandmothers and four great-grandfathers may 
have been doing on November 1, 1930. What? You have no idea 
how to begin? You don’t even know their names? If that’s the 
case, I hope you’ll remedy your ignorance. Your ability to create 
the future you want requires you to learn more about where and 
whom you came from. Halloween costume suggestion: your most 
interesting ancestor.

TAURUS (April 20–May 20): At any one time, over two million 
frozen human embryos are stored in tissue banks throughout Eu-
rope and North America. When the time is right, their owners re-
trieve them and bring them to term. That’s the first scenario I invite 
you to use as a metaphor for your life in the coming weeks. Here’s a 
second scenario: Scotch whisky is a potent mind-altering substance. 
Any particular batch must mature for at least three years, and may 
be distilled numerous times. There are currently 20 million barrels of 
the stuff mellowing in Scottish warehouses. And what do these two 
scenarios have to do with you? It’s time to tap into resources that 
you’ve been saving in reserve—that haven’t been ripe or ready until 
now. Halloween costume suggestions: a woman who’s nine months 
pregnant; a blooming rose or sunflower; ripe fruit.

GEMINI (May 21–June 20): To create a bottle of cabernet sauvi-
gnon, a winemaker needs about 700 grapes. Compare this process 
with rain-making. When water vapor that’s high in the sky becomes 
dense enough, it condenses into tiny pearls of liquid called cloud 
droplets. If the humidity rises even further, a million of these babies 
might band together to form a single raindrop that falls to earth. 
And what does this have to do with your life? I suspect that in the 
coming weeks, you will have both an affinity and a skill for processes 
that resemble wine-making and rain-making. You’ll need a lot of 
raw material and energetic effort to produce a relatively small 
marvel—but that’s exactly as it should be. Halloween costume sug-
gestion: a raindrop or bottle of wine.

CANCER (June 21–July 22): Some Brazilians eat the heads of 
piranhas in the belief they’re aphrodisiacs. In Zimbabwe, women 
may make strategic use of baboon urine to enhance their allure. 
The scientific name for Colombia’s leaf-cutter ant is hormiga culona, 
translated as “fat-assed ant.” Ingesting the roasted bodies of these 
critters is thought to boost sexual desire. Since you’re in a phase 
when tapping in to your deepest erotic longings will be healthy 
and educational, you may want to adopt elements of the aforemen-
tioned love drugs to create your Halloween costume. 

LEO (July 23–Aug 22): Do you know how to repair a broken 
zipper or patch a hole in your bicycle tire? Are you familiar with 
the art of caulking a bathtub or creating a successful budget? Can 
you compose a graceful thank-you note, cook a hearty soup from 
scratch, or overcome your pride so as to reconcile with an ally after 
an argument? These are the kinds of tasks I trust you will focus on 
in the coming weeks. It’s time to be very practical and concrete. 
Halloween costume suggestion: Mr. or Ms. Fix-It.

VIRGO (Aug 23–Sept 22): In the film Terminator 2, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger played a benevolent android who traveled here 
from the future. As a strong, silent action hero, he didn’t need to 
say much. In fact, he earned $21,429 for every word he uttered. I’m 
hoping your speech will pack a comparable punch in the coming 
days. My reading of the astrological omens suggests that your per-
suasiveness should be at a peak. You’ll have an exceptional ability 
to say what you mean and mean what you say. Use this superpower 
with flair and precision! Halloween costume suggestion: ancient 
Greek orator Demosthenes, Martin Luther King Jr., Virginia Woolf, 
Sojourner Truth, rapper MC Lyte, Winston Churchill.

LIBRA (Sept 23–Oct 22): It’s the prosperity-building phase of your 
cycle. Let’s celebrate! Let’s brainstorm! Are there rituals you can 
create to stimulate the financial lobes of your imagination, thereby 
expediting your cash flow? Here are a few ideas: (1) Glue a photo 
of yourself on a $20 bill. (2) Make a wealth shrine in your home. 
Stock it with symbols of specific thrills you can buy for yourself 
when you have more money. (3) Halloween costume suggestions: 
a giant bar of gold, a banker carrying a briefcase full of big bills, 
Tony Stark, Lady Mary Crawley, Jay Gatsby, Lara Croft, the Yoruban 
wealth goddess Aje.

SCORPIO (Oct 23–Nov 21): During this Halloween season, you 
have cosmic permission to be a bigger, bolder, and extra-beguiling 
version of yourself. I trust you will express your deep beauty with 
precise brilliance and imagine your future with superb panache and 
wander wherever the hell you feel like wandering. It’s time to be 
stronger than your fears and wilder than your trivial sins. Halloween 
costume suggestion: the superhero version of yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22–Dec 21): I won’t offer you the cliché “When 
life gives you lemons, make lemonade.” Instead, I’ll provide alterna-
tives. How about this, from the video game Portal 2: “When life gives 
you lemons, don’t make lemonade. Make life take the lemons back! 
Get mad! Say, ‘I don’t want your damn lemons!’” Or you could try 
this version, from my friend Barney: “When life gives you lemons, 
draw faces on them like Tom Hanks did on his volleyball in the movie 
Cast Away, and engage them in sexy philosophical conversation.” Or 
consider this Brazilian proverb: “When life gives you lemons, make 
caipirinhas.” (Caipirinha is Brazil’s national cocktail.) Suggestion: Play 
around with these themes to create your Halloween costume.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22–Jan 19): All of us are creators and destroyers. 
It’s fun and healthy to add fresh elements to our lives, but it’s also 
crucial to dispose of things that hurt and distort us. Even your body 
is a hotbed of both activities, constantly killing off old cells and gen-
erating new ones. But in my understanding, you are now in a phase 
when there’s far more creation than destruction. Enjoy the exalted 
buzz! Halloween costume suggestions: a creator god or goddess, 
like the Greeks’ Gaia or Prometheus; Rainbow-Snake from the Aus-
tralian aborigines; Unkulunkulu from the Zulus; or Coyote, Raven, 
or Spider Grandmother from indigenous North American tribes.

AQUARIUS (Jan 20–Feb 18): In 1938, a chef named Ruth Wake-
field dreamed up a brilliant invention: chocolate-chip cookies. 
She sold her recipe to the Nestlé company in return for one dollar 
and a lifetime supply of chocolate. Maybe she was happy with 
that arrangement, but I think she cheated herself. And so I offer 
her action as an example of what you should NOT do. During 
the next 10 months, I expect you will come up with many useful 
innovations and intriguing departures from the way things have 
always been done. Make sure you get full value in return for your 
gifts! Halloween costume ideas: Thomas Edison, Marie Curie, Hedy 
Lamarr, Leonardo da Vinci, Temple Grandin, George Washington 
Carver, Mark Zuckerberg.

PISCES (Feb 19–March 20): Speaking on behalf of the cosmic 
powers, I authorize you to escape dull realities and go rambling 
through the frontier. Feel free to fantasize twice as hard and wild as 
you normally do. Avoid literalists and realists who think you should 
be more like them. This is not a time to fuss over exacting details, 
but rather to soar above the sober nonsense and see as far as you 
can. You have permission to exult in the joys of wise innocence. Hal-
loween costume suggestions: bohemian poet, mad scientist, carefree 
genius, brazen explorer. ■

1530 FIRST AVE (1ST & PINE) 
206.467.7745

LARGEST SELECTION OF METAPHYSICAL BOOKS
      IN DOWNTOWN SEATTLE

Books, Tarot, CDs, Statues, 
Candles, Crystals, Jewelry, 

Incense, Oils, Aroma Therapy,  
and much more!

Pos Avail for Psychic-Tarot Reader

WE EVEN HAVE
 COMICS

  FOR PEOPLE WHO

    NEVER READ COMICS.
P H O EN I X

COMICS &  GA MES

113 Broadway E • next to Dick’s

www . P H O E N I X S E A T T L E . com

PHOEN I X
C O M I C S  &  G A M E S
Cap Hill, 113 Broadway E

G A M ES &  CO M I CS

O N L I N E
PHOENIXSEATTLE.com

Upcoming Reading: 
Thu, Dec 8th at 7pm 

Third Place Books Seward Park

Rose Concannon does 
what few can novels do — 
offering adults a difficult 
world as seen through 
the clear eyes of a child.

 Available  Online at Amazon.com

LAKE FOREST PARK
RAVENNA
SEWARD PARK
www.thirdplacebooks.com

First Wednesday 
of Every Month

FIRESIDE ROOM • SORRENTO HOTEL • 6PM

http://www.thirdplacebooks.com/
http://amazon.com/


DO YOU HAVE  
PTSD AND  
ALCOHOL 

PROBLEMS?
Seeking free treatment? 

Paid research opportunity.

Call the APT study at 
206-543-0584

SEATTLE’S ORIGINAL 
CANNABIS SHOP

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentraion, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 
influence of this drug. There may be healthrisks asociated with consumption of this product. 

For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

2733 4th Ave South • Seattle WA
www.CannabisCity.us

N 36th & STONE WAY 
@hashtag_fremont @seaalehashtag

http://www.cannabiscity.us/

