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Mar 3–26 Drop-dead funny murder mystery musical with a twist! 
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It’s winter.

The winter of our discontent. But don’t 
brood too much—just because a hideous 

tyrant is running the country doesn’t 
mean art and insight and empathy are 

obsolete. Those things matter more 
than ever. And you, lucky human, live in 
Seattle, a city shimmering with cultural 

riches.

If you want to cry, though—you’re not 
alone. Meet Sean Nelson at the Grand 

Illusion and have a good long sob together. 
It’s a lachrymose life, but the perfect oc-
casion for a crying jag is also a December 

tradition in Seattle. See page 11.

Sherman Alexie is responding to Donald 
Trump’s ascension the best way possible: 
being hilarious, being brilliant, and bring-
ing his podcast back. In our interview, he 
makes the distinction between “power-

less” art and powerful art and… well, you 
better go read it. See page 7.

Akio Takamori is responding to world 
events with a series of sculptures and 

drawings about what men look like—and 
how we look at men—when they apologize. 
Jen Graves’s take on the series, Apology, 

is a must-read. See page 15.

Ira Glass, who’s coming to Seattle for a 
one-man show at Benaroya Hall, talks 
about This American Life in this new 

American moment on page 13.

Not that it “matters,” but you know what 
else happens in winter? The Academy 

Awards. Why (the hell) don’t black artists 
get respect? Why (the hell) don’t they just 
nominate Moonlight in a bunch of catego-

ries this year? It’s the least they could 
do! Charles Mudede names each of the 

categories the movie should be nominated 
in—and why. Specifically. Spread the 

word. Let’s at least try to influence that 
stupid democratic process. See page 58.
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Just a short ferry ride away, and 
a 15 minute scenic drive, lies 
the quaint town of Poulsbo.   
Our lovely waterfront historic 
downtown Front Street is 
�ourishing with art galleries. If 
you haven’t been to Poulsbo 
lately, you owe it to yourself to 
come and see for yourself. Our 
famous bakery, restaurants, and 
shops are sure to thrill as well!

Jewelry • Pottery 
Watercolors • Photography

Metal art • Garden art
Glass • Mixed media

Wearables •  Leather goods
and much more!

You’ll �nd it all 
this year in Poulsbo!  
aka “Little Norway”

l

Visit Poulsbo’s Art District 
this Holiday Season.

THE PERFECT DAY TRIP!

Front Street Gallery

Magal and Louis Gallery

Carrie Goller Gallery Verksted Gallery

Liberty Bay Gallery
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 Left Bank Books is 

a worker owned and 
operated bookstore 

celebrating over 40 years 
in Pike Place Market.

92 pike st.
206//622//0195

www.leftbankbooks.com

book
a      b

55 S Atlantic St in Sodo
One block west of Safeco Field

BEMISARTS.COM

Visit our website to  
find out about our upcoming 

shows and browse the work of 
our resident artists

BEMIS 
ARTS

Sherman Alexie and Jess Walter’s 
podcast, A Tiny Sense of Accom-
plishment, is a literary variety show 

that focuses on the messiness 
of writing. The two big-time, 
famous Spokanites (Alexie 
lives here, but that’s where 
he’s from) use in-progress 
chunks of their own short stories, first 
drafts of flash fiction, and little poems as 
jumping-off points for humorous but also 
meaningful conversations about the craft. 
They invite great writers on as guests 
(shout-out, Padgett Powell!) and also ex-
ceptional local musicians. It’s the opposite 
of fussy, the opposite of pretentious, and 
no matter your level of writing experience, 
you’d do well to fit the show into your tight-
ly regimented podcast schedule.

About a year ago, the show went on 
hiatus due to Alexie’s brain surgery and 
his subsequent recovery, but also because, 
Alexie says, he and Walter couldn’t figure 
out why they were doing it. Trump’s election 
changed that calculus. Now they’re back! 
They recently taped a new show with Timo-
thy Egan (The Immortal Irishman), and 
they’re gearing up to tape a live show with 
Karen Russell (Swamplandia!) in February. 
I caught up with Alexie by phone while he 
was driving. He’d had a busy day taping a 
show for KUOW, and he pulled over on the 
side of the road to speak with me.

Did Trump’s election inspire the reboot 
of A Tiny Sense of Accomplishment? 

I’m not one of those artist-writers who 

thinks they have any real power. I’m laugh-
ing because they’ve already begun the calls 
for Poets Against Trump anthologies—talk 

about the most powerless 
gesture in the history of the 
world. But what we can do 
with art is become spiritual 
boosters. I think we can be 

spiritually nourishing even if we have no po-
litical power. We end up being the equivalent 
of noise-canceling headphones.

Are you going to be talking about con-
crete political actions against Trump 
on this podcast? 

Definitely, and culturally, too. Jess and 
I are both East-
ern Washington 
red-state guys. I 
jumped over Chris 
Vance today on the 
radio because he 
was talking about 
how liberals don’t 
know red-state 
America. I know 
red-state America! 
I was president of 
the Future Farm-
ers of America 
in a conservative 
Christian high 
school! I was prom 
king in Lincoln County, which is the 
whitest, most conservative county in the 
state. And even then I was a leftist red-
state Indian!

What helped you become king? 
I used to be beautiful. Now I look like 

an old guy who should be lecturing his 
children about the front yard. But really, 
what helped me was (1) I had a jump shot, 
(2) I was good at public speaking, (3) I was 
friends with all cliques. I was an actual 
egalitarian. I hung out with the geeks, the 
jocks, with everybody. I did it with my lib-
eralism. I think there is a place—and Jess 
is the same kind of guy—I think there’s a 
place for us as artists to talk about how our 
egalitarian liberal natures can help.

Who needs a talkin’ to? 
There are two groups of people who 

need to be lec-
tured. Trump won 
because of two spe-
cific groups of white 
people. The moder-
ate working-class 
whites and the left-
ist Jill Stein voters. 
One side rooting 
for an America 
that never existed 
and one side root-
ing for an America 
that is never going 
to exist. It was the 
romantic dreams 
of both sides that 

gave us Trump. And it’s a small popula-
tion in the swing states: It comes down 
to 250,000 people. If 250,000 of them over 
seven states changed their mind, this 

Sherman Alexie Talks About 
Writing in the Era of Trump

His Podcast with Jess Walter, A Tiny Sense of Accomplishment, Is Back!  
BY RICH SMITH

COURTESY OF SHERMAN ALEXIE 

SHERMAN ALEXIE, PROM KING When 60 Minutes did a story about Alexie in the 1990s, they lost all of his high-school photos, includ-
ing photos of Alexie as prom king. So we doctored this basketball photo from his school yearbook.

“I know red-state 
America! I was 
prom king in 

Lincoln County, 
which is the 

whitest, most 
conservative 

county in the state.”

Sherman Alexie, Jess 
Walter, Karen Russell

Fri Feb 17, Town Hall, 
7:30 pm, $10–$80

http://bemisarts.com/


8    SEATTLE ART AND PERFORMANCE 



WINTER 2016-2017    9

would have been a Clinton blowout. So it’s 
not just a certain kind of conservative voter 
we need to be appealing to. We also need to 
straighten out those leftist assholes. I’m a far 
leftist who thinks no one like me should be in 
charge of shit.

You mean people in charge need to be 
able to compromise? 

Yeah! It was amazing to me that Clinton 
got vilified about her e-mails that talked 
about the ways in which she compromises. 
That liberals were vilifying her—ugh! I’m 
sitting in a parked car on the side of the 
road right now. I’m in a car. Every liberal 
in the country com-
promises with each 
mile we drive in 
our car. All of us, at 
every point in the 
day—because we’re 
privileged fuckers—
are compromising. 
There are plenty of 
people who voted 
for Trump who com-
promised in a way, 
too—knowing they 
were voting for a 
racist-sexist-homo-
phobe, but hoping 
for the best. Left-
ists couldn’t vote for 
Clinton because she 
was a politician?

A vote for her would 
have been impure. 

Rebecca Solnit 
had a line that I read 
on Twitter: “Voting 
is a chess move, not 
a Valentine.” That 
sums it up. All this 
talk about it being 
wrong to vote for the 
lesser of two evils—I 
vote for the lesser of 
the two evils at least 
100 times a day!

Can you give me an 
example? 

On the way to the 
radio station this 
morning I needed 
a coffee. So I opened up my fridge and 
there was a can of Starbucks mocha. My 
son drinks it, and I think he bought it. So I 
stole my son’s mocha. I stole my son’s Star-
bucks. If I hadn’t been staggering out of the 
house because I slept too long, I could have 
stopped at some patchouli-smelling coffee 
joint and felt pure.

Does that embrace of non-pureness tie in 
with the mission of your podcast? 

Yeah, one of the great things has been 
how many aspiring writers listened to it, 
which was great because they got to see us 
for all of our incompleteness, our struggles, 
our faults, our doubts, our fears. Jess and I 
very purposely set out to do the opposite of 
publicity for ourselves. We talked about the 
struggle to create something great.

I loved how you and Jess read works in 
progress on the show. What are you work-
ing on now?

Yesterday at 3 a.m. I finished my memoir, 
which is coming out next summer. So I’m se-
gueing now into postpartum blues.

You wrote a memoir? I think of you as a 
fiction and poetry guy, but not a memoirist.

I’m done with the bullshit that my whole 
career hasn’t been autobiography. I’ve been 
lying for 25 years and everyone knows I’m 

lying. This memoir has completely elimi-
nated that thinly constructed facade. I feel 
now I have to completely pivot into some-
thing new. But I have no clue what that is. 
My wife says now is the time to start writ-
ing your Remains of the Day, says I need 
to be the Indian writing about white people. 
She’s 70 percent kidding. One of my stan-
dard responses about interviews is about 
how I get exoticized, even though aside from 
my Nativeness, I’m a typical Seattle liberal. 
The thing I always say is I know a hell of 
a lot more about white people than white 
people know about Indians. Because if you 
live in the US, you become an American. I 

have an idea for my 
next book that I 
think I can write in a 
month. It’s a young-
adult book and it 
speaks directly to 
what just happened 
to us in terms of 
whiteness in this 
election. There is 
no brown person in 
this United States 
who is shocked that 
Trump won. My 
white liberal friends 
are utterly panicked 
and shocked. And 
the rest of us brown 
folks are like, “Well, 
shit, of course. Now 
we have to get to 
work.” The thing 
that amazes me is 
how many white 
liberals are shocked 
even though their 
parents voted 
Trump. How can 
you claim to be 
shocked if you come 
from Trump voters?

You’ve been read-
ing with the Tacoma 
poet Robert Lash-
ley a lot. We just 
recently nominated 
him for a Stranger 
Genius Award. What 
do you think of his 
stuff? 

I think he’s astonishing. What I really 
love about him is that he’s an incredible 
performer who is also great on the page. He 
has learned or somehow innately knows that 
semiformalism is the way to go.

Because you can gesture toward form and 
still have a bit of wildness? 

Yes, the wildness of free verse. Because 
of his formalist impulses, he has five or six 
more poetry tools in his toolbox. Of course 
this is a way of complimenting myself be-
cause I’m a brown semiformalist. And the 
thing is: Just having a few more tools makes 
you surprise yourself. He is so nakedly emo-
tional up there—I can see even when he’s 
still greatly amused by something that came 
out of his brain. Not in a self-congratulatory 
way, but in a surprise way.

Karen Russell is going to be your guest at 
the live taping of A Tiny Sense of Accomplish-
ment at Town Hall on February 17, hosted by 
Seattle Arts & Lectures. What’s your favorite 
thing about Karen Russell’s writing?

Her complete love of weird-ass people, 
and her absence of judgment for those 
weird-ass people. She doesn’t look past the 
eccentricities. She doesn’t say, “Underneath 
all that is a person just like the rest of us.” 
No, no! They’re weird all the way through, 
and it’s beautiful. ■

“I’m done with the 
bullshit that my 

whole career hasn’t 
been autobiography. 
I’ve been lying for 25 
years and everyone 

knows I’m lying.”

LEE TOWNDROW
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THINGS TO DO APP
The easiest way to decide what to do tonight 

or this weekend in Seattle.

Don’t miss all the great things happening in Seattle.

Search Stranger Things To Do in Seattle on the App Store or Google Play.

TheStranger.com/ThingsToDoApp

Get it FREE on
Google Play

Find new and exciting 
things to do in Seattle

Browse curated lists for 
every occasion

Easily search Seattle’s most 
comprehensive calendar

See complete event details 
and get tickets

Get it FREE on the
App Store

http://thestranger.com/ThingsToDoApp
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It never takes long: a few trickling tears, 
then torrential gushing sobs.

Though I reject the notion that sacred-
ness exists, the Grand Illusion Cinema 
is sacred. It’s the last of the small, lov-

ingly shabby independent movie houses that 
used to run through Seattle like a seam of gold. 
It’s in the University District, where almost 
nothing is good. One minute you’re slogging 
past students, civilians, and Ave rats, and the 
next, you’re up a fl ight of wobbly wooden stairs 
and in a tiny time warp of space.

The Grand Illusion’s continued existence 
stands in radical contrast to every prevailing 
trend of urban development. It is the kind 
of magical little art space you never go to as 
much as you mean to. Then when you look up 
one day and it’s a Quiznos, you feel like some-
one just insulted your mother and you didn’t 
stand up for her.

If you’ve never been, go. Go see It’s a Won-
derful Life on Christmas Day.

I have to duck to get through the door. 
The seats predate the science of ergonomics. 
The old posters and fl yers plastered in the 
cramped lobby are handmade. You can hear 
the sounds of the Ave bleeding through the 
thin old walls of the small auditorium. When 
it’s raining, which it always is, or cold, which it 
often is, the notion that you’re indoors instead 
of out feels almost hypothetical. Like all im-
portant places, it’s vulnerable.

My holiday Grand Illusion ritual never 
varies much. In the weeks leading up to Christ-
mas, I go—sometimes by myself, sometimes 
with someone else (sometimes with someone 
else and then by myself)—buy a ticket, fi nd a 
seat, and wait for someone to give a little spiel 
about the theater’s noble mission and the his-
tory of the fi lm we’re about to see. Then the 
lights dim and the title card comes up, and my 

own personal crying countdown begins.
It never takes long: a gradual wince ac-

companied by the fi rst few trickling tears, 
then the torrential gushing sobs, and then the 
percussive aftershocks of feeling that come 
intermittently through the two-hour-and-
10-minute narrative and emotional catharsis 
that is It’s a Wonderful Life.

I feel the same way about It’s a Wonderful 
Life that I do about the Grand Illusion, vis-à-vis 
sacredness, but also with regard to the degree 
to which they remain perpetually available, and 
egregiously underappreciated. 
To the extent that people think 
of the fi lm at all, you probably 
think of it as some corny Christ-
mas junk you can buy for $2.99 
while you’re waiting in line at Walgreens. But to 
me, It’s a Wonderful Life makes all that horrible 
music and all those fake sentiments in the ritual 
of Christmas worth enduring.

Sappy? Silly? Sentimental? In fact, this fi lm 
is heavy fucking water, emotionally speaking. Its 
capacity to lay humanity bare, or at least white 
American humanity, is unprecedented in cinema.

In the seven decades that Frank Capra’s 
minor-poet masterpiece has been reducing au-
diences to quivering tear ducts, there has never 
been a time that we needed it more than this 
most miserable of all miserable years.

Due in large part to a quirk of copyright law 
that landed the fi lm in the public domain, the key 
moments of It’s a Wonderful Life spent many 
years being more familiar to many Americans 
than the Bill of Rights. Every year around this 
time, the parade of its iconic scenes becomes 
inescapable: James Stewart and Donna Reed 
falling into a swimming pool while dancing the 
Charleston, Stewart stumbling ecstatically 

through the streets screaming, “Merry Christ-
mas, Bedford Falls,” for all he’s worth, and, 
chestnuttiest of all, Stewart’s winking con-
gratulation to the angel who’s just gotten his 
wings—“Atta boy, Clarence.” And, stuck on 
infi nite cultural repeat, these bits are as cloy-
ing as they are context-free. It’s not hard to see 
why a lot of people can hate It’s a Wonderful 
Life without having actually seen it.

But they’re wrong, and they, like you, should 
brave the elements to see this overplayed-yet-
eternally-underrated masterwork at the Grand 

Illusion by (or on) Christmas 
Day. And again next year. And 
the year after that. Because 
seeing it in a theater might be 
the only way to remember that 

this isn’t a piecemeal collection of syrupy mo-
ments stapled to the litany of holiday bullshit we 
all still have to annually endure. It’s actually a 
movie. A great movie. A work of art.

Its title is ironic for a fi lm whose main purpose 
seems to be portraying just how miserable one 
man’s life can be. En route to his tearful redemp-
tion, our George Bailey is put through a Job-like 
incrementum of humiliation, emasculation, and 
depredation, all of which issue from his inability 
to be selfi sh. His father’s death ensures that he 
will remain at home to preside over the family’s 
building-and-loan company, at the expense of 
all his hopes and dreams. George gets married, 
moves into a crumbling house, and scrapes out a 
living, watching his boyhood friends become mil-
lionaires, his baby brother become a war hero, 
and his nemesis, imperious Mr. Potter (the great 
Lionel Barrymore), become richer and more 
powerful with every passing year. Along the way 
are humble rewards, but they are swallowed up 
by an accretion of hard disappointments that 

eventually lead him to the brink of suicide.
The fi lm’s power to make you cry doesn’t is-

sue from bathos, but from the tiny moments of 
human anguish Capra captures throughout: the 
righteous fi re in George’s belly when he calls 
Potter “a warped, frustrated old man,” and later, 
“nothing but a scurvy little spider!”; the quak-
ing passion as he grips his wife, Mary, and cries, 
“Now, you listen to me! I don’t want any plastics, 
and I don’t want any ground fl oors, and I don’t 
want to get married, ever, to anyone!”; his im-
potent fury as he kicks shut the door of his old 
car, slams the banister post, and clutches his son 
while silently sobbing. Capra’s eye for despair ex-
tends to the supporting cast as well: Mr. Gower’s 
drunken tears (“Ask Dad, he’ll know!”) and the 
vicious slaps that make young George’s ears drip 
blood, Uncle Billy’s pathetic apologies for mis-
placing a huge deposit, and Violet’s dissolution 
from comely young fl irt to fallen woman. These 
scenes are shot plainly and played with unfl inch-
ing ugliness; one could argue that Capra is piling 
it on. But the fi lm’s morality—angels and wings 
aside—comes from its profound admiration of 
the human capacity for punishment and renewal.

Shortly after Life’s 1946 release, James Agee, 
one of the earliest serious fi lm critics whose work 
is still worth reading, noted the fi lm’s grueling 
aspect. “Often,” he wrote, “in its pile-driving 
emotional exuberance, it outrages, insults, or at 
least accosts without introduction, the cooler and 
more responsible parts of the mind.” These aes-
thetic cautions are followed, however, by a telling 
addendum: “It is nevertheless recommended,” 
Agee allowed, “and will be reviewed at length as 
soon as the paralyzing joys of the season permit.”

Paralyzing joys are the very heart of George 
Bailey’s dilemma; they are, to borrow words 
from George’s father, “deep in the race.” ■

It’s a Wonderful Life
dir. Frank Capra

Grand Illusion, Dec 9–29

End the Saddest Year of All Time 
with the Saddest Movie of All Time

Go See It’s a Wonderful Life at the Grand Illusion This Christmas
BY SEAN NELSON

JESSICA STEIN
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Have people been asking Ira Glass, 
host of WBEZ’s This American 
Life, to make sense of the recent 

election for them?
“Thank God, no,” he said by phone the other 

day. “I feel like I have no special insight at all.”
But if insight is to be found anywhere, it is 

likely to emerge from This American Life’s 
meticulous synthesizing of American voices. 
For 21 years, Glass and his 
team have gathered stories 
from across the country, and 
he brings a special one-man 
show to Benaroya Hall on Sunday, January 
29. Armed with an iPad and a media library, 
he’ll mix a multimedia presentation on the fly 
with stories that “people in our audience have 
never seen or heard of.”

And, he added, “of course I’ll be talking 
about the election.”

Who better to explore this divided coun-
try than a radio show that’s plumbed those 
divisions? Recent episodes of TAL have fea-
tured a dispatch from a town where residents 
demanded that Muslim citizens be kept out, 
Neil Patrick Harris singing of Speaker Paul 
Ryan’s discontent, and a man who attempted 
to live as a badger (they can’t all be political).

Glass has covered elections before, but this 
one felt different.

“This election, we were seeing things we 
have not seen before in our lifetimes,” he 
said. “Including, I think most interestingly, 
the way in which I think facts mean less than 
they ever have.”

The 2016 campaign was also marked by an 
intense balkanization in the sources of infor-
mation that Americans trust.

“The right-wing media reaches people on 
the right, and the mainstream media reaches 
everybody else,” Glass said. “And as some-
body in mainstream media, I would be very 
interested to figure out a way to get to an 
audience that’s listening on the right… but I 
don’t know if that’s possible.”

Nevertheless, he’s trying. “We’re very ag-
gressively thinking about how to document 
what’s happening well, and in ways that other 
people aren’t,” he said. “I think anybody in 
journalism is doing that—it’s just that our 
mandate is a little different than most people. 
So we can paint with a broader canvas.”

In other words, This American Life, the 
show, isn’t changing—at least, not any more 
than this American life, our reality, is changing.

“I don’t think the role of our show is going 
to change very much under any different presi-
dent,” Glass went on. “We’re a show where we 
do narrative journalism of stories with scenes 
and characters, some of it about things in the 
news and some of it not… I don’t think that’s go-

ing to change. The thing that’s 
exciting to think about is collab-
orating with people we haven’t 
collaborated with before, trying 

new things, looking at new areas to document.”
Throughout the election season, the show 

has formed connections with people on the 
right. “Now that a right-wing government 
has taken over the country, that’s a good op-
portunity to work with really wonderful smart 
people on the right,” he said. “That’s not that 
different from what we normally do. We col-
laborate with journalists from all over.”

If there are any big changes coming, they’re 
likely to be technological in nature. The show’s 
first spin-off podcast, Serial, has been an incred-
ible success, with a download rate that would be 
the envy of any large television network. More 
podcasts are on the way, Glass said, hastily add-
ing, “that have nothing to do with the election.”

They’re also shooting a movie in January 
with Chiwetel Ejiofor and Robert Redford, 
based on a TAL story about a preacher who 
threw his congregation into theological chaos 
when he declared that hell does not exist.

This follows a brief run of an Emmy Award–
winning TAL television series and an overall 
boom in narrative audio storytelling, whether 
on the radio, via podcast, or at live events.

“The feeling we’re looking for from the very 
best TV shows that we binge-watch, you can 
get that from audio-only,” Glass said. “You can 
get that from a podcast. To have a story that 
you get caught up in the characters, and the 
situation, and you want to find out what’s going 
to happen, and you can’t wait for the next one 
to come out—I think podcasting can do that.”

Now, as always, our best hope for under-
standing each other is simply to listen.

“We’re still the same country we were No-
vember 7,” Glass said, and his tone suddenly 
changed from somber to a laugh. “This is still 
a completely amazing place.” ■

Ira Glass: We’re Seeing 
“Things We Have Not Seen 

Before in Our Lifetimes”
The Host of This American Life Comes 

to Benaroya Hall on January 29
BY MATT BAUME

JESSE MICHENER

Ira Glass
Sun Jan 29, Benaroya 
Hall, 7 pm, $33–$59



14    SEATTLE ART AND PERFORMANCE 



WINTER 2016-2017    15

A kio Takamori’s doctor says the chemo 
isn’t working and the cancer is untreat-
able. The last time we spoke, the Seattle 

artist was feverishly making work about what 
it means to apologize while also facing the real-
ization that the last American president of his 
lifetime would be a man who never apologizes for 
anything.

Late in the election, Takamori had begun to 
narrow in on a specific visual spectacle of our 
presidential politics: the isolated heads of the two 
nominees as they debated each other on TV. They 
were seen in boxes set side by side, so viewers 
could watch one react while the other spoke.

“Watching the debate, Hillary and Trump next 
to each other on the screen, I see the masculinity 

and the femininity harden into battlegrounds,” is 
how Takamori described it.

He took that clash as he perceived it and melded 
it into single, bizarre figures. He began sculpting 
male heads with female bodies. The male heads were  
middle-aged: sad, aging, balding, wrinkled, fat-
necked. The female bodies were smooth, curvy, 
and young, based on a single 
idealized Greek nude, Venus—a 
woman invented by a man. She 
is not a woman; she is the pro-
jection of the man at the top. 
Takamori depicted his own face on one of the heads.

I had heard Takamori was making these, so I 
called him the week after the election, when he 
was in New York with his wife, Vicky, visiting their 

daughter, Lena. Takamori said he felt his time 
getting short. He said he considered the new sculp-
tures to be a continuation of a series in progress 
called Apology. He began working on it in early 
2016—a series of drawings and sculptures of men 
apologizing.

In our conversation, Takamori joked about how 
a misogynist’s “worst nightmare 
would be to have a female body.” 
He joked that Donald Trump’s 
worst nightmare would be to 
try to grab a pussy and end up 

mauling his own, as he would if he were built like 
Takamori’s sculptures. Yet Takamori had put his 
own head on a Venus, too, wearing a sad, regretful 
expression, not one of anger.

Akio Takamori’s  
Drawings and Sculptures 

of Men Apologizing
The Great Seattle Artist Reckons with the 

Election, World History, and Mortality
BY JEN GRAVES

MALE HEAD, FEMALE BODY  
Takamori joked a misogynist’s “worst  
nightmare would be to have a female body.”

A CEO APOLOGIZING The microphones look like penises. 

PHOTOS BY JEN GRAVES

AKIO TAKAMORI The artist in his studio.

Akio Takamori: Apology
James Harris Gallery

Feb 16—April 1
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The idea for Apology came when Taka-
mori was reading a New York Times in 
his Seattle home and saw, on the front 

page, a photograph of a Japanese man apologiz-
ing. Captivated, he searched the web for more 
pictures of apologizing men, Western and East-
ern. He found Japanese car-company CEOs, 
who often bowed, and whom photographers 
seemed to enjoy portraying at strange angles. 
He clipped those out, as well as pictures of the 
historic moment in 1970 when German chan-
cellor Willy Brandt dropped to his knees and 
clasped his hands in silence before a memorial to 
the Jewish victims of the Nazis in Warsaw.

What were these men feeling? Why did 
they believe in the ritual of public apology? 
And what did we think of them? What did we 
want from them?

Takamori started drawing these men. And 
sculpting them out of clay. He drew one espe-
cially hangdog-looking Japanese CEO from the 
news. The man sits slumped toward a bouquet of 
microphones. In the drawing, his lips are parted 
and slack, his eyes hooded. He looks like the 
character in a movie who’s taking a beating from 
a crew of other guys, at the moment when the 
other guys take one last look before delivering 
the knockout punch. Takamori doesn’t seem to 
sympathize with this guy much; the guy looks 
sorry for himself. Okay, his attitude suggests, 
here’s your stupid apology.

There are two perfectly Takamorian details 
in the portrait: the microphones and the drips.

Takamori softens the forms of the micro-
phones to such a degree that they look fleshy. 
The CEO ends up looking like he has a faceful of 
penises. Hey, isn’t that the association we make 
with a leader who “bends his knee” to apologize, 
anyway? At the same time, Takamori’s overload-
ed brush has left long trails down the CEO’s face 
that are suggestive and melodramatic and won-
derful. Takamori, a fan of the Japanese erotic art 
known as shunga, has always celebrated sensu-
ality in his work, even when it has made people 
uncomfortable.

All of the men Takamori chose for Apology 
were his own age, 66, or older. He could relate 
to them, in a sense. He was taking stock, looking 
back over his life. Visiting the studio in Sep-
tember, I asked Takamori whether he had any 
amends to make of his own.

“I wonder,” he said, looking down at the doz-
ens of drawings of men spread out on the table. 
He didn’t answer the question.

The Apology series premieres at James Har-
ris Gallery in February, and even as Takamori 
struggles to stay alive, he’s poking at the biggest 
beehive in the modern world: What do men ex-
press when the acts of men, or masculinity itself, 
are questioned?

Born in Japan just a few years after 
World War II, Takamori always knew 
about remorse.

Japan had been renowned for its aggression, 
but after 1945 it was stripped of its weapons, 
demilitarized, and left to form a new identity. 
When Takamori was still a boy, his father told 
him that a handful of doctors acting on govern-
ment orders had vivisected American prisoners 
of war, experimenting on them until they died, 
at the same hospital where Takamori’s fa-
ther was a doctor. He hadn’t known what had 
taken place under his nose. At the end of the 
war, Time magazine circulated a photograph 
of the big American hero, US general Douglas  
MacArthur, towering over the humiliated Japa-
nese emperor Hirohito. Takamori wasn’t sure 
what it would mean to grow up to be a man.

President Barack Obama, the 43rd man to 
serve as president of the United States, took 
office in the midst of a period of historical reflec-
tion that one book, written in 2008 by 21 scholars 
in law, politics, and human rights, called The Age 
of Apology. It began with the post-apartheid 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South 
Africa in the 1990s, and continued with apologies 
from Western governments, corporate leaders, 

and even popes publicly apologizing for atroci-
ties and cruelties.

Right-wing pundits regularly derided Presi-
dent Obama as The Apologizer, even while 
admitting he didn’t actually apologize much. “He 
may not often say ‘I apologize’ explicitly,” the su-
perhawkish George W. Bush official John Bolton 
wrote in the New York Post, “but his message is 
always clear, especially since he often bends his 
knee overseas, where he knows the foreign audi-
ences will get his meaning.”

If the presidential election of 2016 was a refer-
endum on various cultural issues, at least one of 
them was the apology itself. America was getting 
far too apologetic, some people seemed to think.

“Being Donald Trump means never having 
to say you’re sorry,” one news story began. This 
was after Trump told Jimmy Fallon: “I fully 
think apologizing is a great thing, but you have 
to be wrong.”

Trump, therefore, said he “will absolutely 
apologize sometime in the hopefully distant fu-
ture if I’m ever wrong.”

Bolton wrote about Obama’s “bended knee” 
diplomacy in May 2016. Takamori was in the 
thick of Apology then, and paying close attention 
to the matter in question because Obama was 
headed to Japan. He was about to be the first 

sitting president to visit Hiroshima since the US 
bombed the city in August of 1945.

Obama did not, as a matter of record, apolo-
gize for Hiroshima. He also did not “bend his 
knee.”

But is it “the bigger man” who makes an 
apology, or does he “lower himself” by doing 
it? Our idioms reveal our association of size 
with value and importance. For Takamori, 
who at five foot four is shorter than his white 
American wife and many American men, scale 
is personal as well as political. He has been on 
the receiving end of size sexism. He noticed in 
one news photograph of an apologizing CEO 
that the photographer took a position from way 
down low as the man bowed deeply. Takamori 
exaggerated the effect in his drawing, so that 
the Japanese man in the rumpled business suit 
looks monumental, his head small and distant, 
yet silly, his butt thrust in the air.

But that same man’s face is tired and pained. 
He is truly sorry, and Takamori has sympathy. 
The bowing CEO seems like a good man stuck 
at a distorting scale.

Takamori has always used scale to exact 
justice. I think of this when I pass by his Three 
Women at the entrance to the upscale grocery 
store Whole Foods in South Lake Union, where 

three oversize Asian female figures, one hold-
ing a baby on her back, subtly loom over (and 
diminish) the businessmen passing by. Once, 
Takamori made a version of General MacArthur 
and Emperor Hirohito where the Japanese man 
looks even smaller, amplifying the racism of the 
original symbolism so that you can’t miss it. For 
another series years ago, Takamori entangled 
the bodies of interracial couples to form single 
ceramic vessels, and the men were sometimes 
smaller than the women and in more passive po-
sitions. (Pro tip to artists: Nobody wants to buy 
male nudes. Or at least that’s what Takamori 
told me, with a rueful laugh.)

Takamori’s apologizers all say one thing, 
whether sincerely or in self-defense: What have 
we done? The tone of voice they use to ask the 
question ranges as much as it does for ordinary 
men who find themselves called upon to apolo-
gize, either for their own actions or the actions 
of their forebears.

In September in his airy studio, on small 
tables, Takamori had four sculptures of German 
chancellor Brandt kneeling. Put together, they 
were a study in contrasts. They ranged in size 
from extra small to large. Takamori was still 
testing how much glaze he would use, how shiny 
he wanted them to be. When they shine, the 
sculptures become more like objects than like 
images, he explained. An apology has an outer 
form and an inner feeling, like a Takamori form 
and its painted surface. He was still working out 
which Brandt he wanted to depict, the political 
leader or the man whose knees buckled from 
heartbreak that December day.

Brandt’s apology at the Warsaw Ghetto was 
a proxy statement. He had fought in the resis-
tance against the Nazis. He had not been one of 
them. Yet he was a German, and the crime was 
his nation’s toward its own people. Still, what 
does it matter if one man takes a knee? Isn’t it 
hubris to mount the Holocaust on your shoul-
ders for a few minutes before you get up and 
go about your day? Brandt was later given the 
Nobel Peace Prize, and this moment is thought 
to have contributed. But people also attacked 
Brandt for doing it.

When Takamori was a college student in 
1969, Tokyo University broke out in intense 
protests over the American presence in Japan 
and the US’s war in Vietnam. Takamori had 
gone to study industrial design because it was 
the only program that had ceramics, and there 
has never been any question that Takamori was 
born to make ceramics. Industrial design wasn’t 
independent enough for an artist, but what he 
got out of Tokyo University was a taste of be-
ing embedded in collective history. Surrounded 
by various sects and generally sympathetic with 
the left, Takamori was not sure where to fit in, 
so he joined what seemed like a harmless Com-
munist Manifesto reading group.

One day, the leader said the right wing had 
broken into campus and it was time to take 
up arms. He ordered the readers to gather up 
sticks for fighting. Takamori thought, “I can’t 
just hit the person with a stick!”

Trying to picture Takamori in hand-to-hand 
combat is impossible. He looks too closely at 
people, like the men whose half-crying faces 
he searches in Apology. When men open up, he 
starts drawing and sculpting.

It feels like the world needs Takamori now, 
especially now.

“I was looking at Trump and Hillary next 
to each other on the television, and that inten-
sity, we’re going to carry on that for a while,” 
he told me. “I feel right now that the world is 
so unknown, and nothing seems predictable, but 
even though Hillary didn’t become president, we 
are looking at the Venus now and realizing that 
was a man’s vision. There’s no return for the old 
chauvinism way. That’s why male is angry. But 
you cannot change it.”

Takamori could only talk for a few minutes. 
He wanted to be with his family, and he didn’t 
want to talk too much about his work anymore. 
He just wanted to keep making it. ■

ALL APOLOGIES Important men kneeling and bowing.
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Museums

Asian Art Museum
Volunteer Park, 1400 E Prospect St, 
654-3100, seattleartmuseum.org, 
Wed-Sun

Awakened Ones: Buddhas of 
Asia (Through Feb 26): From SAM’s 
collection, this exhibit features 
20 sculptures and paintings of 
Buddhas from across Asia that span 
nearly 13 centuries.

Tabaimo: Utsutsushi Utsushi 
(Through Feb 26): Utsutsushi 
Utsushi, by acclaimed Japanese 
artist Tabaimo, is the third in a 

series of solo exhibitions by already 
well-known contemporary Japanese 
artists who nevertheless have not 
shown much in Seattle, presented 
by the Asian Art Museum. (The 
series began with Mr. in 2014 and 
continued in 2015 with Chiho 
Aoshima.) Each exhibition has been 
distinguished by not just being a 
prepackaged touring show but 
rather for including premieres of 
new works. Of the eight video 
installations in Tabaimo’s Seattle 
show, she created four particularly 
for this exhibition. For inspiration, 
she used pieces in the museum’s 
own personal collection, including 
the famous gold crows screens. The 
historical works are presented in a 
display adjacent to the new pieces in 
an exploration of the Japanese con-
cept of “utsushi”—the emulation 
of masterworks as a form of artistic 
education. JG

Terratopia: The Chinese 
Landscape in Painting and Film 
(Through Feb 26): To demonstrate 
that landscape has been a consistent 
and prominent feature in Asian 
art beginning in the third century 

and continuing through today, this 
juxtaposes classic pastoral depictions 
of rural China with a modern film by 
Yang Fudong.

Those Who Remain: Concerto 
for Installation and Improviser 
(Jan 26–Feb 5): The installation of 
Those Who Remain: Concerto for 
Installation and Improviser is the 
second in a two-part tribute to the 
Northwest poet Richard Hugo, based 
on two of his poems. This part—on 
view during museum hours at 
Seattle’s Asian Art Museum—will be 
animated by four separate perfor-
mances, each with different artists 
and musicians. The piece was created 
by Seattle’s Wayne Horvitz with the 
Japan-based artists Suzuki (dancer/
choreographer) and video artist/VJ 
Yohei Saito. JG

Bainbridge Island Museum 
of Art
550 Winslow Way E, Bainbridge 
Island, 842-4451, biartmuseum.org, 
Mon-Sun

Alan Newberg: Abstractions In 
Wood (Through Feb 5): This solo 

show will feature large-scale wood 
sculptures—the tallest of which 
stands at over 9 feet—by Alan 
Newberg, who is inspired by “sci-
ence (such as physics, astronomy and 
biology) as well as contemporary 
literature and social issues.”

Annette Fourbears: Weaving 
the Dream (Through Feb 5): This 
exhibit will feature work by Annette 
Fourbears (“of mixed Lenni Lenape, 
Shawnee, Cherokee and European 
heritage”) who is known for her 
woven baskets, paintings, and sculp-
tures. Fourbears writes, “When we 
have a chance, I will invite you to 
pick up a basket and feel it, smell it, 
turn it over and look at the bottom. 
They are not fragile and are meant 
to be a joy to all the senses.”

Art Partners 2016 (Through Feb 5): 
This collaborative project made from 
pieces of painted wood (co-curated 
by BIMA’s Kristin Tollefson and 
Heather Griffin) is a group effort by 
grade school students, classroom 
teachers, art specialists from schools 
on Bainbridge Island, and staff at 
BIMA. They write, “Each student’s 
painted wooden element utilizes 
a unique language of analogous 
colors – colors found adjacent to 
each other on the color wheel – and 
patterns to depict their individual 
‘fingerprint.’”

Artist’s Books (Through Feb 5): The 
newest show in the Artist’s Books 
series, which highlights unique 
book-centric art pieces, will focus 
on showcasing local (Washington 
State) talent.

Catherine Alice Michaelis: 
Imprinted & Unbound (Through 
Feb 5): See the work of Catherine 
Alice Michaelis, who makes prints 
and video poetry/video essays that 
comment on cultural exploitation, 
family, and nature.

Native Hands: Indigenous Art 
of the Salish Sea (Through Feb 5): 
Somehow, this is BIMA’s first exhibi-
tion that will highlight solely Native 
American artists. Look forward to 
a mixture of contemporary art and 
traditional carving and weaving by 
artists from communities near the 
Salish Sea.

Patty Rogers: Joys Within Reach 
(Through Feb 5): Joys Within Reach 
will feature layered and collaged 
mixed-media work by artist Patty 
Rogers.

Bellevue Arts Museum
510 Bellevue Way NE, Bellevue, 425-
519-0770, bellevuearts.org, Tues-Sun

BAM Biennial 2016: 
Metalmorphosis (Through Jan 31): 
The fourth BAM Biennial, a juried 
exhibit featuring new and current 
work by 49 local artists, is focused 
on the harsh medium of metal.

Bren Ahearn: Strategies for 
Survival (Through Jan 15): This solo 
show by Bren Ahearn features a 
series of samplers (instructional and 
decorative needlepoint creations) 
that play with traditional gender 
associations and reference diverse 
aspects of pop culture.

Divine Ammunition: The 
Sculpture of Al Farrow (Dec 
16–May 7): In introducing this exhibi-
tion—in which Al Farrow creates 
sculptures of reliquaries, cathedrals, 
synagogues, mosques, mausoleums, 
and devotional objects using guns 
and ammunition—the press release 
says delicately that Farrow “deni-
grates no one belief in his work, 

being mindful, discriminating, and 
probing toward all.” But the simpler 
fact is that all of his objects are as 
terrible as beautiful, and they sug-
gest that our strongest devotions 
inspire our greatest blind violence. 
The implications are painful and real, 
and the ornate pieces are a sight 
to see, more likable than we might 
wish them to be given their materi-
als. Certainly don’t miss the artist talk 
on December 17 at noon. JG

Burke Museum
University of Washington, 17th 
Ave NE & NE 45th St, 543-5590, 
washington.edu/burkemuseum, daily

Kanu Kaho’olawe: Replanting, 
Rebirth (Through May 7): In this 
exhibit, Jan Becket and Carl Pao 
use photography and mixed-media 
work to document and comment on 
the reclamation of Native land on 
Kaho’olawe Island, Hawai’i, offering 
an artistic blend of ecology, politics, 
and cultural traditions.

Wild Nearby (Through Feb 5): This 
exhibit offers various depictions 
of the beautiful North Cascades, 
from photographs and visual art 
to immersive replicas, artifacts, and 
biological specimens including wol-
verine, deer, and coyote skulls.

Chihuly Garden and Glass
305 Harrison St, Seattle Center, 
753-4940, chihulygardenandglass.
com, daily

Winter White Tower with 
Golden Putti (Through Jan 17): 
This 14-foot-tall tower debuted 
in 2014, and is back this year for 
a temporary holiday exhibit that 
demonstrates the Venetian influ-
ences in Chihuly’s work.

Frye Art Museum
704 Terry Ave, 622-9250, 
fryemuseum.org, Tues-Sun

To: Seattle | Subject: Personal 
(Through Jan 8): There are two kinds 
of objects at a museum, the ones 
that are borrowed and the ones the 
museum has decided to commit to 
by owning them. That commitment 
is just about as “personal” a decision 
as a museum makes, and Jo-Anne 
Birnie Danzker, on the occasion of 
her departure as the Frye’s direc-
tor last month, organized a show 
called To: Seattle | Subject: Personal, 
devoted entirely to works of art that 
have come into the collection of the 
museum, by purchase and by gift, 
since Birnie Danzker began in 2009. 
It’s her last hurrah of support for 
locally based, and locally born, art-
ists, often working collaboratively, 
who address the social conditions 
of contemporary life. In this vision, 
she was supported strongly by Scott 
Lawrimore and Robin Held, who 
also got some of these artists into 
the collection and into the galleries 
in concentrated form. Under Birnie 
Danzker, the Frye has mounted 
several big group shows, this one 
including Kahlil Joseph, C. Davida 
Ingram, Black Constellation, DK 
Pan, Implied Violence, Isaac Layman, 
Susie J. Lee, and Buster Simpson, 
among many others. Plenty of those 
artists were in previous exhibitions; 
each one has built on the last. That 
violates the golden rule of museum 
exhibitions: novelty. You might ask, 
do we need another group show at 
the Frye? But the works are certainly 
worth your time and the museum’s 
space. And one basic difference 

between this show and any other? 
These are the works that will remain 
at the Frye regardless of who sits 
at the head. But this show also 
gets a person thinking about the 
role of “exhibitions” versus works. 
Why can’t a museum like the Frye 
remix its contemporary collections 
as vigorously and continuously as 
it does its historical holdings? And 
what if a museum refuses to play by 
the usual international rules—that 
sure, you can show local works, but 
only if they’re vetted globally can 
you actually show them more than 
once. That treats art as a global 
commodity rather than devotional 
object. I like seeing these again, 
together, speaking to each other 
in yet another rich configuration. 
Especially now, we need to see Lee’s 
video portrait of the older woman 
barely breathing in her bed, the 
chloroform machine by Implied 
Violence, Mark Calderon’s tiny 
black hoodie made of medical tape, 
Ingram’s video of Black women atop 
Seattle, Inye Wokoma’s intergen-
erational family portraits, and Cris 
Bruch’s glowing horizon, promising 
something else, anything else but 
here and now. JG

Those Without Voice: 
Partnership for Youth Exhibition 
Series (Dec 10–Mar 12): The 
Associated Recreation Council at the 
Yesler Community Center will part-
ner with the Frye Art Museum to 
present this group show, featuring 
student artwork made during a Fall 
2016 Digital Production Workshop.

Frye Salon (Jan 21, 2017–Jan 21, 
2018): This exhibit recreates the per-
sonal gallery of Charles and Emma 
Frye with a collection of paintings 
from the Frye’s founding collection.

Jim Woodring: The Pig Went 
Down to the Harbor at Sunrise 
and Wept (Jan 21–Apr 16): Jim 
Woodring’s meticulous and inven-
tive comics earned him a Stranger 
Genius Award in literature in 2010. 
About his first full-length graphic 
novel, Weathercraft, Paul Constant 
wrote, “Because of Woodring’s 
dense, obsessive line work—the man 
can’t even draw a sky without add-
ing 37 meticulous squiggles dancing 
from the top of the panel to give 
the impression of a distant haze—
his stories feel longer, and maybe 
more involved, than they really are.” 
This solo exhibition will feature a 
series of large ink drawings created 
using a comically oversize fountain 
pen (that Woodring made himself).

Archipenko: A Modern Legacy 
(Jan 28–Apr 30): Get a taste of cub-
ism and the European avant-garde 
at this Alexander Archipenko retro-
spective. Archipenko was a graphic 
artist and sculptor known primarily 
for his sculptures depicting the 
human body in motion—dancing, 
walking, twisting, and bending, all 
angles and curves.

Henry Art Gallery
15th Ave NE and NE 41st St, 543-
2280, henryart.org, Wed-Sun

Chuck Close Photographs 
(Through Apr 2): Very little freshness 
has been revealed of the portraitist 
Chuck Close in the last few years. I’m 
not sure what unquenched curiosity 
is satisfied by this exhibition, of 90 
of his photo-based pieces over the 
years, from maquettes for paintings 
to Polaroids and daguerrotypes. 
(Without seeing anything, I can say 
that I’d prefer that almost half a 

COURTESY OF LINDA HODGES GALLERY

WHAT IT IS: Jed Dunkerley’s ‘Building on the Cliffs of Progress.’ WHEN/WHERE: Through December 29 at 
Linda Hodges Gallery. WHY YOU SHOULD SEE IT: The group show ‘What’s the Story?’ is built around the 
concept of missing information. Another piece in this show is on the cover of this magazine.

THINGS TO DO WINTERWINTER
See The Stranger’s online THINGS TO DO calendar for a comprehensive guide to everything happening in the arts: strangerthingstodo.com

ART
By Jen Graves and 
Julia Raban

http://seattleartmuseum.org/
http://biartmuseum.org/
http://bellevuearts.org/
http://washington.edu/burkemuseum
http://fryemuseum.org/
http://henryart.org/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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year at one of Seattle’s major art 
museums be devoted to a more 
pressing artist or concept, but 
maybe I will be convinced.) What I 
do recommend on the occasion of 
this show is to read Wil S. Hylton’s 
recent story in the New York 
Times Magazine, “The Mysterious 
Metamorphosis of Chuck Close,” 
which is the freshest thing to hap-
pen to Chuck Close in years. It goes, 
“One of the things you hear people 
say about Close now, with the sup-
posed benefit of hindsight, is that 
the medical catastrophe he suffered 
in 1988, which took his mobility and 
nearly killed him, also revolutionized 
his work… forced him to abandon 
the conventions of realism and 
develop a novel way of painting: 
dividing his canvas into a grid and 
then filling one square at a time 
to create a dynamic neo-pointillist 
effect. This is a tidy, bow-wrapped 
narrative, which should be the first 
indication that it’s wrong. Something 
about Close seems to invite this sort 
of pop-psych exegesis.” JG

James Turrell’s Light Reign 
(Every Wed-Sun): James Turrell’s 
“skyspace” is on always-and-forever 
display at the Henry, but it’s always 
and forever changing. It’s an out-
door room with an opening in the 
ceiling so you can sit and watch the 
sky go by.

MOTHA and Chris E. Vargas 
present: Transhirstory in 99 
Objects (Through Jun 4): First came 
the British Museum’s The History of 
the World in 100 Objects in 2010, 
then the Smithsonian’s The History 
of America in 101 Objects as a 
response, and now, here, is Trans 
Hirstory in 99 Objects, organized 
by the Bellingham-based artist 
Chris E. Vargas under the auspices 
of his “imaginary” Museum of 
Transgender Hirstory and Art 
(MOTHA). Quantifying, simplifying, 
and boasting are three of the tenets 
of institutional life, and they’re 
three that suit particularly badly 
a “hirstory” of people defined by 
changing definitions of gender, 
gender identity, and sexuality—and 
this is why Vargas set out on this 
quixotic but fascinating project. 
What’s on display are videos, archi-
val materials, and garments focused 
on the experiences of transgender 
people living in Seattle and the 
Pacific Northwest through time, 
including Nell Pickerall, whose life 
was a media hit and a personal 
struggle (also known as Harry 
Allen and Harry Livingston), and 
Ingersoll Gender Center Founder 
Marsha Botzer. Vargas’s work is an 
experiment in pushing against the 
problems of categorization and 
memorialization. JG

Paul McCarthy: White Snow, 
Wood Sculptures (Through Jan 15): 
White Snow is a grouping of finely 
crafted black-walnut wood sculp-
tures between 4 and 15 feet tall, 
arranged in a large open gallery at 
the bottom level of the museum like 
a knotty root system exposed to the 
air. His work is “a program of resis-
tance,” he says, and the sculptures 
are the unmissable middle fingers 
pointed at the whole unchecked 
patriarchal capitalist enterprise. 
But McCarthy has enough money 
today that he bought a thousand 
acres in California to build his own 
B-movie studio, to become his own 
anti-Disney. Though I’m mistrust-
ful of Paul McCarthy: White Snow, 
Wood Sculptures at the Henry, I see 
that it’s also an epic display that 
can’t help but make an impression. 
I’m not telling you not to go. Each 
blown-up tchotchke distorts and 
perverts characters that originated 
in the Brothers Grimm fairy tale that 
Disney sanitized into its first full-
length animated feature film, 1937’s 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. 
Every once in a while as I looked, 
my mistrust dropped, and I felt real, 
familiar, female pain emanating off 
of those debased tangles, recogniz-
ing me. I longed for those moments, 

not to be distracted by so much bela-
bored, white-cube transgressing. JG

Museum of Glass
1801 Dock St, Tacoma, 866-468-
7386, museumofglass.org, Wed-Sat

Art Deco Glass from the 
Huchthausen Collection 
(Through Sept 30): This exhibit 
highlights pieces from David 
Huchthausen’s Art Deco glass 
collection, with works by artists 
including Koloman Moser, René 
Jules Lalique, and Johann Loetz.

David Huchthausen: A 
Retrospective Selection (Through 
Jan 8): MOG hosts the West Coast 
premiere of this retrospective span-
ning four decades, highlighting the 
varied work of David Huchthausen, 
an artist recognized for stepping 
beyond glassblowing and using 
slower, colder techniques with glass.

Into the Deep (Through Sept 30): 
Into the Deep will feature more 
than 55 works in glass that are 
inspired by marine life, by artists 
including Alfredo Barbini, Dale 
Chihuly, Shayna Leib, Kelly O’Dell, 
Kait Rhoads, Raven Skyriver, and 
Hiroshi Yamano.

Ispirazione: James Mongrain 
in the George R. Stroemple 
Collection (Through Apr 2): James 
Mongrain created this series to 
replicate examples of Venetian 
glassblowing in the the Stroemple 
collection, which contains hundreds 
of notable Venetian vessels from the 
18th and 19th centuries.

Linda MacNeil: Jewels of Glass 
(Jan 21–Oct 1): Glass artist, metal-
smith, and sculptor Linda MacNeil’s 
wearable art will be the first exhibit 
at the Museum of Glass that focuses 
entirely on jewelry. Jewels of Glass 
promises geometric necklaces, 
earrings, and brooches in glass, 
non-precious metals, and in the case 
of her more recent work, precious 
materials.

Museum of History & Industry 
(MOHAI)
860 Terry Ave N, 324-1126, mohai.
org, daily

Edible City: A Delicious Journey 
(Through Sept 10): At this exhibit, 
learn the details of Seattle’s food 
history, from where we get the 
ingredients to the way we serve.

Museum of Pop Culture 
(MoPOP)
325 Fifth Ave N, 770-2700, 
empmuseum.org, daily

The Art of Rube Goldberg 
(Opens February 11): You know 
what a Rube Goldberg machine 
is. A small action is performed (a 
pebble is dropped in a bucket, a 
lever is pulled, a button is pushed), 
which sets off a series of related 
actions, each one triggering the 
next sequence in a long mechanical 
process. The end result is often less 
dramatic than you might expect, 
but that’s okay: The beauty is in the 
complexity of the series of opera-
tions, not in the final product. The 
band OK Go loves this device—
watch their video for “This Too Shall 
Pass” for one particularly elaborate 
and showy example. At this exhibit, 
see work by the legendary artist and 
cartoonist Rube Goldberg himself, 
including original drawings, rare 
photographs, and 3D puzzles.

Nordic Heritage Museum
3014 NW 67th St, 789-5707, 
nordicmuseum.org, Tues-Sun

People, Places, Changing Lands: 
The Photography of Anders 
Beer Wilse (Through Feb 28): 
Anders Beer Wilse (1865–1949) was 
a photographer known mainly for 
his depictions of Norway, including 
his historic pictures of Oslo. But 
between 1892 and 1900, he lived in 
Seattle—and this exhibit features 
images from those iconic and excit-

ing Alaskan Gold Rush years (a 
period of incredible growth that 
changed Seattle forever) alongside 
photographs of Norway.

Northwest African American 
Museum
2300 S Massachusetts St, 518-6000, 
naamnw.org, Wed-Sun

Black Bodies in Propaganda 
(Through Jan 15): These 33 posters 
dating back to the founding of the 
United States and from all across 
the world depict Black bodies in 
order to convince just about anyone 
of anything. They’re motivation to 
watch for vicious, racist imagery cru-
sading as patriotic in the weeks and 
months to come. JG

Dance Theatre of Harlem: Forty 
Years of Firsts (Through Mar 
19): This touring exhibit celebrates 
the accomplishments of African 
Americans and other minority 
groups in dance, choreography, 
and performance. See memorabilia 
including original programs, letters, 
articles, and posters, as well as his-
torical footage and a large, one-of-
a-kind quilt.

Olympic Sculpture Park
2901 Western Ave, 654-3100, 
seattleartmuseum.org, daily

Victoria Haven: Blue Sun 
(Through Mar 5): This dramatically 
large wall drawing was inspired by 
artist Victoria Haven’s video project 
about the transformation of South 
Lake Union, in which she saw the 
sun appear as a blue dot reflected 
through the lens.

Pacific Science Center
200 Second Ave N, 443-2001,  
pacsci.org, daily

The International Exhibition 
of Sherlock Holmes (Through 
Jan 8): This interactive exhibit will 
feature original manuscripts from 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, period 
artifacts, investigative tools used 
by Sherlock Holmes, and “crime-
solving opportunities.”

Seattle Art Museum
1300 First Ave, 625-8900, 
seattleartmuseum.org, Wed-Mon

African Renaissances (Through 
Jul 16): This exhibit highlights the 
power of the African continent by 
imagining a futuristic renaissance, 
featuring regalia and furnishings 
that were originally seen in the 
courts of the Benin, Asante, Kom, 
and Kuba kingdoms, alongside 
art created by Maasai, Fulani, and 
Ndebele women, as well as contri-
butions—including a music video—
from Baba Tendai, a contemporary 
musical leader living in Seattle.

Go Tell It: Civil Rights 
Photography (Through Jan 8): This 
summer, a Reuters photographer 
snapped his shutter at the moment 
when a young Black nurse named 
Ieshia Evans stepped out in front 
of a line of riot-gear-laden police 
officers and appeared to repel 
them—and was arrested immedi-
ately afterward. She was a peaceful 
protester in the Black Lives Matter 
marches taking place in Baton 
Rouge on July 9. The photograph 
immediately went viral, and every-
body but everybody—including 
me—wrote about it. So there’s 
extra-good reason during this 
moment to revisit historical photog-
raphy of the work of people argu-
ing simply that Black lives have not 
mattered as much as they should, 
and that it’s time for the iniquitous 
inequity to end. SAM has organized 
this small display of Jim Crow and 
civil rights photographs for that 
reason. You’ll see images by Dan 
Budnik, Danny Lyon, Roy DeCarava, 
Robert Frank, Garry Winogrand, 
and Marion Post Wolcott. You’ll 
also see a new 45-minute video 
by the Philadelphia artist Shikeith 
called #blackmendream, in which 
nine Black men are interviewed 
with their backs facing the camera. 
“When did you become a Black 
man?” is one of the questions. What 
are we all becoming? JG

Jennifer West (Through May 7): 
This large-scale installation by Los 
Angeles-based artist Jennifer West is 
made up of a series of manipulated 
70mm filmstrips hung from the 
ceiling.

Pacific Currents (Through Mar 19): 
This exhibit opens up the theme of 
water, focusing on visually exploring 
the “creatures, spirits, and people” 
who live in or around the Pacific.

Wendy Red Star: 2016 Betty 
Bowen Award Winner (Through 
Mar 5): Portland-based artist Wendy 
Red Star is the winner of this year’s 
Betty Bowen Award, which recog-
nizes Northwest artists. The award is 
administered by Seattle Art Museum 
and carries a prize of $15,000. You 
may remember Red Star from 2014’s 
Bumbershoot, where she curated 
the festival’s first all-Native con-
temporary art show. The last time 
an artist with indigenous heritage 
won the award was in 2005, when 
it went to Portland’s Marie Watt, 
who works with blankets. It’s also 
rare that a photography-based artist 
wins; the last time for that to hap-
pen was in 2008, when the award 
went to Seattle’s Isaac Layman. JG

Yves Saint Laurent: The 
Perfection of Style (Through Jan 
8): The Perfection of Style features 
highlights from legendary fash-
ion designer Yves Saint Laurent’s 
44-year-long career, during which 
he helped redefine the world of 

women’s fashion by introducing 
menswear-inspired garments like 
the trench coat and the pantsuit. 
The exhibit’s US premiere features 
new acquisitions by the collection 
of the Foundation Pierre Bergé – 
Yves Saint Laurent that have that 
have never previously been shown 
publicly, as well as a variety of mul-
timedia elements from the archive 
that demonstrate the development 
of the YSL style, from sketches to 
completed garments.

Pure Amusements: Chinese 
Scholar Culture and Emulators 
(Opens December 24): Celebrate 
relaxation and leisure at this exhibit 
highlighting the artistic and the 
functional, with Chinese works 
including prints, sculpture, furnish-
ings, and ceramics. Showcasing 
pieces from SAM’s collection, this 
exhibit (not limited to a specific 
time period) will offer examples of 
intentional and beautiful design 
in a variety of media. They add, 
“However, luxury could not be 
acquired carelessly. Connoisseur 
handbooks defined principles of 
consumption to avoid the vulgarity 
of mere extravagance. Pleasure—
believed to improve one’s health—
was derived through a sense of play, 
and not taking one’s possessions too 
seriously.”

Jacob Lawrence: The 
Migration Series (Jan 21–Apr 23): 
Last year around this time, I was 
so excited about the Museum of 
Modern Art’s exhibition of all 60 of 
Jacob Lawrence’s paintings of the 
Great Migration that I wrote about 
it, even though I couldn’t get there 
to see the art in person. But now 
all 60 panels—all 60 panels!—are 
coming to Seattle Art Museum. This 
is the first time they’ve been seen 
all together on the West Coast in 
two decades. Lawrence lived the last 
decades of his life in Seattle, teach-
ing at the University of Washington, 
so the venue makes good sense. At 
MoMA, it was the first time in two 
decades they’d been seen together 
on the East Coast. It nearly takes an 
act of heaven itself for it to happen, 
since half of the series is held at the 
Phillips Collection in Washington, 
D.C., and the other half at MoMA. 
MoMA’s iteration included included 
works of poetry, music, and pho-
tography, to place the 23-year-old 
Lawrence, whose own parents 
fled north, in the creative context 
of his peers. The exhibition was 
appealing and in-depth, unlike the 
all-too-often “uniformly flat-footed 
and sentimentalist uses of Jacob 
Lawrence,” described by Darby 
English. Let’s hope it’s as good at 
SAM. At least one fascinating his-
torical aspect will be that the show 
will include both Lawrence’s original 
captions for the paintings and his 

later changed writings, for compari-
son. JG

John Grade: Middle Fork 
(Opens February 3): John Grade’s 
gigantic sculpture Middle Fork is 
shaped like a tree and made from 
bits of old-growth cedar. It also 
grows like a tree—it’s currently 40 
feet long, and will become more 
than 80 feet long by the time it’s 
installed in the Brotman Forum at 
SAM. Like a broken mug with senti-
mental value pieced together with 
glue, Grade will repair something 
important that we’ve lost.

Seeing Nature: Landscape 
Masterworks from the Paul G. 
Allen Family Collection (Feb 
16–May 23): This survey exhibit of 
landscape paintings from the Paul 
G. Allen Family Collection will span 
continents and centuries, high-
lighting work by an eclectic group 
of artists including Jan Brueghel, 
Canaletto, Édouard Manet, Claude 
Monet, J.M.W. Turner, Gustav Klimt, 
Georgia O’Keeffe, Edward Hopper, 
David Hockney, Gerhard Richter, and 
Ed Ruscha.

Tacoma Art Museum
1701 Pacific Ave, Tacoma, 253-
272-4258, tacomaartmuseum.org, 
Tues-Sun

30 Americans (Through Jan 
15): In December 2015, at the time 
when the protesters behind the 
campaigns #StopErasingBlackPeople 
and #DieInAtTAM laid their bodies 
down in the galleries at Tacoma 
Art Museum’s exhibition Art, AIDS, 
America, the museum had already 
booked the show 30 Americans for 
this fall. 30 Americans is an exhibi-
tion of works in many mediums by 
established Black artists including 
Jean-Michel Basquiat, Kehinde 
Wiley, Glenn Ligon, Rashid Johnson, 
Nick Cave, Kalup Linzy, Robert 
Colescott, Lorna Simpson, Carrie 
Mae Weems, Barkley L. Hendricks, 
Hank Willis Thomas, Mickalene 
Thomas, and Kerry James Marshall. 
The show was organized in 2008 
by private collectors Don and Mera 
Rubell in Miami, and it’s traveled 
to 10 museums around the country 
since. The show is more than 50 
works of painting, sculpture, pho-
tography, installation, and video. 
In the eight years since the election 
of President Barack Obama and 
the creation of this show (which 
the Obamas reportedly attended 
in D.C.), it is fair to say that much 
has changed about race in America, 
and yet nothing has changed about 
race in America. It will be impor-
tant to see what 30 Americans 
can mean for the issues around 
#StopErasingBlackPeople and Black 
Lives Matter today as well as an 
administration ago. JG

The Beauty of a Shared Passion: 
Highlights from the Rebecca 
and Jack Benaroya Collection 
(Through Apr 23): This exhibit fea-
tures 60 works of paintings, sculp-
ture, and glass art from the Rebecca 
and Jack Benaroya Collection.

Coast to Cascades: C. C. McKim’s 
Impressionist Vision (Through 
Mar 26): Coast to Cascades features 
impressionistic paintings of Oregon 
landscapes by C. C. McKim.

The Outwin 2016: American 
Portraiture Today (Feb 4–May 
14): For the first time, work chosen 
for the Smithsonian’s National 
Portrait Gallery’s prestigious Outwin 
Boochever Portrait Competition will 
be going on tour around the coun-
try—stopping first in Tacoma, where 
you can see portraiture (paintings, 
sculpture, drawings, mixed media 
works, and photographs) by 43 
selected artists.

Wing Luke Museum
719 S King St, 623-5124, wingluke.
org, Tues-Sun

Day in the Life of Bruce Lee: Do 
You Know Bruce? Part 3 (Every 
Tues-Sun): The third exhibition in 

DAVID JAEWON OH

WHAT IT IS: David Jaewon Oh’s ‘Combatants.’ WHEN/WHERE: January 5–26 at Gallery4Culture. WHY YOU 
SHOULD SEE IT: These portraits of women in combat sports are huge. 
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the series Do You Know Bruce 
explores his “every day” and per-
sonal life, from his “habits, routines, 
and work-out strategies to his 
written and visual art, reading, and 
time with family and friends.”

Everything has been material 
for scissors to shape (Through 
Apr 16): This exhibit explores textiles 
and textile-making through works 
by contemporary artists of Asian 
heritage, commenting on “myth 
and the everyday, commodity cul-
tures and identity, and evidence and 
narratives of women’s labors.”

We Are the Ocean: An 
Indigenous Response to Climate 
Change (Through Nov 12): The 
timely exhibit We Are the Ocean: 
An Indigenous Response to Climate 
Change uses art, poetry, and more 
to explore climate change and 
water rights from an indigenous 
perspective—as well as demon-
strating the ways in which Pacific 
communities are leading global 
environmental conversations.

Who’s Got Game? (Opens 
December 9): Celebrate the achieve-
ments of Asian Pacific Americans in 
sports from baseball to the X Games 
at this exhibit featuring photo-
graphs, oral histories, memorabilia, 
and interactive components.

Seeds of Change, Roots of  
Power: The Danny Woo Comm-
unity Gardens (Jan 15, 2017–Jan 
15, 2018): The Wing Luke Museum 
and InterIm-CDA present Seeds of 
Change, Roots of Power: Danny 
Woo Community Gardens, an 
exhibit celebrating 40 years of the 
gardens’ community presence, and 
the values, interests, and traditions 
that the urban haven promotes.

Galleries

125th and Lake City Way NE
12359 Lake City Way NE

unfurled (Through Dec 15): This 
public art installation featuring 
three sculptures by Ann-Marie 
Stillion will “open doors to under-
standing and appreciation of 
Muslim women in Seattle.”

4Culture
101 Prefontaine Pl S, 296-7580, 
4culture.org, Mon-Fri

David Jaewon Oh: 
Combatants (Jan 5–Jan 26): The 
“combatants” in the photographic 
series by that name from David 
Jaewon Oh are women participat-
ing in combat sports. Jaewon Oh 
traveled up and down the West 
Coast from Canada to Palm Springs, 
and visited Chicago, too, to docu-
ment women fighters training and 
battling at their home gyms. This 
show will feature those photo-
graphic portraits in large scale, 
reversing the expectation that 
women are small, and a small part 
of the combatant world. JG

Chris McMullen (Feb 2–Feb 23): 
Seattle artist Chris McMullen creates 
interactive, moving sculptures. This 
time, his piece will fill the entire 
room while encouraging “kinetic 
engagement”—”meant to encour-
age face-to-face communication 
and grounding in our increasingly 
digital world.”

Art Primo
415 E Pine St, ARTPRIMO.COM, 
Tues-Sun

Annual Art Primo Toy Art 
Show (Dec 8): This Seattle Graffiti 
Art show plays off the work of 
“toys,” meaning brand-new, 
unskilled graffiti artists.

ArtXchange
512 1st Ave S, 839-0377, artxchange.
org, Tues-Sat

Chin Yuen (Through Jan 21): This 
exhibit will feature abstract paint-
ings by Canadian artist Chin Yuen 
in the North Gallery, from two of 
her series: Dim Sum (small, vibrant 
works) and Organic Evolution 
(larger, harmonious pieces).

Christopher Shaw: The Tea 
Library III (Through Jan 21): 
This exhibition is a collaboration 
between sculptor and ceramicist 
Christopher Shaw and visual and 
performance artist Red Square—
each artist inspired by tea, its ritu-
als, and its fluidity.

Deborah Kapoor (Feb 2–Mar 25): 
In the North Gallery, see sculptural 
encaustic works by multimedia art-
ist Deborah Kapoor.

Like Mother (Feb 2–Feb 25): This is 
the latest iteration of Like Mother, 
a traveling group exhibit of paint-
ings, drawings, sculptures, and 
installations that comment on the 
bond between mother and daugh-
ter. Curated by L. Kelly Lyles and 
featuring artists including MalPina 
Chan, Marita Dingus, David Francis, 
Malayka Gormally, and Deborah 
Faye Lawrence.

AXIS Pioneer Square
308 First Ave S, 681-9316, 
axispioneersquare.com, Mon-Fri by 
appointment

Reilly Jensen, Izzie Klingels, 
and Bette Burgoyne: Narrative 
(Through Dec 29): Narrative is a 
group show highlighting “largely 
allegorical, highly detailed, and 
emotionally resonant works” made 
by three women: Reilly Jensen (with 
art made from found objects), Bette 
Burgoyne (with shadowy, mono-
chromatic works) and Izzie Klingels 
(who helped create fanzine Hey 
Ladies and hosted a “Psychic Nail 
Parlour” at the Henry).

BLUR Gallery
316 First Ave S

Ryna Frankel (Feb 2–Feb 25): 
An exhibit of cute and vibrant 
multimedia and collage by Seattle 
artist Ryna Frankel, who uses found 
materials in her work.

BONFIRE
605 S Main St, 790-1073, 
thisisbonfire.com

Kiss Fear (Through Jan 28): 
Kiss Fear is a multimedia exhibit 
with poetry, sculpture, video, and 
performance—by poet Daemond 
Arrindell and artists Mary Coss and 
Holly Ballard Martz—that will pres-
ent “touching, powerful and some-
times darkly humorous ruminations 
on America’s weapon of choice,” 
guns. Supported in part by a grant 
from 4Culture.

Bridge Productions
6007 12th Ave S, bridge.productions

Kat Larson: The Ghost From 
Vega (Dec 7–Dec 30): Artist Kat 
Larson works in diverse media 
including printmaking, painting, 
and sculpture, as well as video-
painting and performative instal-
lations. This show will explore 
“identity, race, and femininity” 
through video paintings, telling 
the story of “a being from another 
planet who crash lands on Earth 
and, over time, becomes a ghost 
with no means to return home.”

Many Lands (Jan 11–Feb 4): 
Artist Ben Gannon (who recently 
had an exhibit of sculptural, folded, 
dripping paintings at SugarPill) is 
the guest curator for this group 
show. Gannon writes, “This show 
is an attempt to situate abstract 
and abstracted landscape artworks 
together in the context of ‘world-
building.’ Historically, this idea takes 
place in science fiction and fantasy 
writing as mythopoetic works, but 
also potentially inhabitable mate-
rial spaces. This connecting thread 
fosters connections between genres 
and styles in contemporary mark 
making, and between the specula-
tive media of contemporary art and 
genre fiction.”

Sue Danielson (Feb 8–Mar 4): 
Sue Danielson (one of the found-
ers of the informal summer artist 
residency on the Duwamish River) 
makes layered paintings and 
mixed media featuring warped 
grids and delicate, endlessly tan-
gled line work. This exhibit, featur-
ing work on paper and panel, will 
continue “her exploration of map-
like forms and treatise on memory 
and mark-making.”

THINGS TO DO ART

COURTESY OF SEATTLE ART MUSEUM

WHAT IT IS: Georgia O’Keefe. WHEN/WHERE: February 16–May 23 
at Seattle Art Museum. WHY YOU SHOULD SEE IT: That’s a ridiculous 
question.

http://4culture.org/
http://artprimo.com/
http://axispioneersquare.com/
http://thisisbonfire.com/
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A full service, wholesale/retail framing shop  
offering a variety of services

Closed corner handmade framing • Canvas stretching  
• Custom mirrors • Corporate accounts and production 

jobs • Minor furniture restoration and repairs,  
and much more!

“The shop that can do the unusual.”
Family owned and operated  

since 1995

Please visit us at the following pages:
uniqueartframing.com

facebook.com/uniqueartframing 
flickr.com/photos/uafseattle
Youtube: Unique Art Framing

Kurt Pape
3429 Airport Way South, Seattle, WA 98134

Phone/Fax (206) 447-9441

Open Monday-Friday  
8:00am-4:00pm

facebook.com/uniqueartframing

City Hall Lobby Gallery
600 Fourth Ave, first floor, Mon-Fri

Super Cooper 10 (Through Dec 
21): See art (paintings, sketches, 
sculptures, photographs, a kayak, 
and more) by current and former 
tenants/artists from a Seattle anti-
racist art hub: the Cooper Artist 
Housing and the Youngstown 
Cultural Arts Center.

Cole Gallery
107 5th Ave S, Edmonds, 425-697-
2787, colegallery.net, daily

Animal Magnetism (Through 
Dec 12): Animal Magnetism is a 
group show featuring selected Cole 
Gallery and guest artists.

Bradford Salamon and Michelle 
Waldele: Vintage Whimsy II 
(Through Jan 15): See paintings of 
vintage objects (like old cameras, 
typewriters, sewing machines, and 
radios) by Bradford Salamon and 
Michelle Waldele.

Columbia City Gallery
4864 Rainier Ave S, 760-9843, 
columbiacitygallery.com, Wed-Sun

Green Eileen Chop Chop 
Challenge (Through Jan 8): In the 
Guest Gallery, see the exhibit Green 
Eileen Chop Chop Challenge, which 
features Eileen Fisher garments 
“up-cycled” into functional items or 
works of art.

Holiday Show and Festival 
of Ornaments (Through Jan 8): 
Celebrate the holiday season in 
the Main Gallery with a “festival 
of ornaments” and holiday show 
featuring artists including Kathryn 
& Bill Booze, Karen Dedrickson, 
Carol Hershman, Shari Kaufman, 
Christine Lee, Elinor Maroney, and 
Olivia Zapata.

CORE
117 Prefontaine Place S, 467-4444, 
coregallery.org, Wed-Sat

Holiday Extravaganza: Group 
Show (Through Dec 17): This show 
will feature new paintings, sculp-
tures, and printmaking by CORE art-
ists, on the theme “Silver & Gold.”

January Community Show: 
RISE (Jan 4–Jan 28): RISE is a group 
multimedia exhibit curated by 
Andrea Taylor that will investigate 
trauma—”healing, overcoming 
and transcending” it. Part of the 
proceeds from the show will go 
towards the creative nonprofit Art 
with Heart.

Claire Putney: Origins of 
Progress (Feb 1–Feb 25): Claire 
Putney’s work often consists of 
layered drawings, maps, charts, and 
diagrams—this time, she’ll use her 
intricate style to depict artist work 
spaces in Seattle.

Ryan Finnerty: Curses (Feb 1–Feb 
25): Ryan Finnerty is a skilled young 
artist who did his MFA in paint-
ing at UW. Through paintings and 
mixed media work, this show will 
explore themes including “books, 
disasters, and double rainbows.”

Kate Harkins: New Work (Mar 
1–Mar 25): This exhibition by Kate 
Harkins (a mixed media artist who 
works mostly in acrylic and collage) 
will explore ideas of “playfulness.”

Tony Dattilo: Hair Suit (Mar 
1–Mar 25): Tony Dattilo has been 
playing with the idea of hair shirts 
for a while—in this show, he goes 
one step further to investigate “hair 
suits” through paintings and large-
scale wood sculptures.

Davidson Galleries
313 Occidental Ave S, 624-1324, 
davidsongalleries.com, Tues-Sat

Toru Sugita (Jan 5–Jan 28): This 
solo show will feature Bay Area 
artist Toru Sugita, who makes 
architecture-inspired paintings, 
photographs, prints, engravings, 
drawings, digital works, collage, 
and multimedia installations.

Xiao Dai (Jan 5–Jan 28): This 
exhibit will feature lithographs by 
artist Xiao Dai inspired by tradi-
tional folklore.

John Grade (Feb 2–Feb 26): See 
sculpture, etchings, and drawings 
by John Grade, the artist whose 
enormous reconstruction of an 
old-growth tree will be installed in 
Seattle Art Museum’s main lobby 
in January. At 100 feet long, it will 
soar through the air; here, you’ll see 
his smaller, more delicate works.

Dendroica Gallery
1718 East Olive Way Suite A, 324-
2502, dendroica.gallery

Ornithology (Dec 8–Jan 8): Birds, 
birds, and more birds, depicted 
through painting and sculpture 
by artists including April Aldridge, 
Alex Bennett, Debbie Bianchi, Julia 
Carpenter, Lally Chiu, Cathy Fields, I 
L, Diana Leidel, Linda McClamrock, 
Scott Mayberry, Jeff Mihalyo, Nancy 
Mladenoff, Christopher Monson, 
Cathian Summa-Wolfe, and Lori 
Vonderhorst.

Psychospatial (Jan 12–Feb 5): 
See new digital artwork by Reilly 
Donovan (one of the creators of 
Illuminous Analemma, the virtual 
reality exhibit that absolutely 
captivated Charles Mudede last 
spring) and Joseph Gray (who 
had a digital exhibit at e4c titled 
Aether’s Reverie).

ARTisANAL (Feb 9–Mar 5): This 
hilariously titled show is a 20-year 
retrospective of the work of Seattle 
artist, writer, and photographer 
Robert Zverina.

Ethnic Art Gallery
Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 Fifth 
Ave, Third Floor, 684-7132, seattle.
gov/arts, Mon-Fri

Monica Lisette-Sanchez: 
Explorations from an 
In-Between Place (Through Jan 
13): This exhibit will feature artist 
Monica Lisette-Sanchez’s oil paint-
ings about family history, identity, 
and living in a cultural “in-between 
place,” inspired by her parents’ 
Mexican and German heritage.

Facèré Jewelry Art Gallery
1420 Fifth Ave, Suite 108, 624-6768, 
facerejewelryart.com, daily

Holiday Show (Through Dec 25): 
Facèré’s holiday show promises 
works ranging from antique to 
contemporary—if you’re looking to 
buy jewelry this holiday season, it’s 
a good place to start.

Celestial: Comets, Cupids, and 
Other Heavenly Bodies (Feb 
8–Feb 28): This group show—fea-
turing more than a dozen artists—
offers depictions of planets, stars, 
and more objects in the sky. Wear 
the universe.

Fantagraphics Bookstore and 
Gallery
1201 S Vale St, 658-0110, 
fantagraphics.com, daily

Visual Abuse: Jim Blanchard’s 
Graphic Art, 1982-2002 (Through 
Dec 8): See graphic and comic art 
created by Jim Blanchard between 
1982 and 2002—also compiled in 
the new book Visual Abuse.

We Told You So: Comics as Art 
Exhibition (Dec 10–Jan 11): This 
exhibit will celebrate the 10th anni-
versary of Fantagraphics Bookstore 
and Gallery (and the 40th anniver-
sary of Fantagraphics Press) with an 
“oral-story” exhibit featuring mem-
orabilia from the Lake City publish-
ing house. (Paul Constant lovingly 
called the residence a “creepy serial-
killer-looking house.”)

Form/Space Atelier
98 Clay Street, 349-2509, 
formspaceatelier.com, Wed-Sat

Guerrilla Girls On Tour 2016-
17 (Through Feb 8): Check out 
the work of the Guerrilla Girls, a 
feminist art group that has spoken 
out against sexism in the art world 
using art installations, public per-
formances, books, and more. This 
exhibit will feature six of their post-
ers that focus on themes of gender 
(in)equality.

Foster/White Gallery
220 Third Ave S Ste 100, 622-2833, 
fosterwhite.com, Tues-Sat

Sarah McRae Morton: 
Mapping Stars at Noon (Through 
Dec 24): A solo show of scenic, 
often historical paintings by Sarah 
McRae Morton, who had her first 
lessons in chiaroscuro by watching 
the Amish by candlelight in rural 
Pennsylvania where she grew up.

James Martin: Lion Around 
(Jan 5–Jan 21): See new, less new, 
and never-before-seen work by 
James Martin, known for his col-
orful, disorienting paintings and 
Bosch-like scenes populated by 
characters with a certain grimacing 
crudeness and features that recall 
Punch and Judy puppets.

G. Gibson Gallery
104 W Roy St, 587-4033, 
ggibsongallery.com, Wed-Sat

Winter Gymnastics (Through 
Jan 7): Winter Gymnastics is a group 
show, a survey of works that pick 
up on the charms of a chill in the 
air, from Susanna Bluhm’s large, 
thick, confectionary recent paint-
ings of New York in snow to Doug 
Keyes’s 2014 portrait of the artist 
Roni Horn as though she’s seen 
through a block of ice, and stark-
freezing photographs and paintings 
by Eirik Johnson, Mary Iverson, 
Robert C. Jones, Mark Thompson, 
Cable Griffith, Julie Blackmon, 
and Michael Kenna—plus works 
of historical photography by 
Marion Post Wolcott, Ansel Adams, 
Alfred Stieglitz, and Jacques-Henri 
Lartigue. This is the gallery’s first 
show after moving from its long-
time Pioneer Square location up 
north to lower Queen Anne, where 
it now sits on the same block as the 
great theater On the Boards. It’s 
always worth it to show up for G. 
Gibson, whether it is conveniently 
located for you or not. And this gal-
lery, the also-indispensable literary-
contemporary-art venue INCA, and 
On the Boards are forming a vital 
little cultural bloc on that corner. JG

Thuy-Van Vu (Jan 12—Feb 25): 
Good news: artist Thuy-Van Vu has 
another solo exhibit at G. Gibson 
Gallery. About her show in 2014, 
Jen Graves wrote: “The palette of 
Iron Chink [a piece built around 
an image of a derogatorily named 
salmon-canning machine] matches 
exactly the tones of Vu’s own skin 
in the nude self-portrait that she 
insisted hang next to it. Their famil-
ial tie is another of Vu’s hints of race 
and gender, which reveal that her 
paintings are embedded in relation-
ships. It’s why, despite being cool, 
they’re relatable. They’re commit-
ted, on more than just a technical 
level. She builds in little moments 
of quiet in the form of flat abstract 
sections. You can find one right at 
the center of Iron Chink, and it feels 
like a meditative stopping spot in 
the midst of all the other perfectly 
worked details.”

Gage Academy of Art
1501 10th Ave E, 526-2787, 
gageacademy.org, Mon-Fri

2nd Annual Holiday Small 
Works Sale (Through Dec 9): Stock 
up on holiday gifts at this afford-
able small works sale. Because 
buying art is so much better than 
buying... most other things.

11th Annual Spitting Image 
Self Portrait Competition & 
Exhibition (Jan 30–Feb 24): All cur-
rent and recent Gage students are 
invited to participate in this annual 
self-portrait exhibit, with Gage 
tuition grants awarded to three 
selected artists.

Patricia Graham Arrott 
Drawings (Jan 30–Feb 17): 
Patricia Graham Arrott (1931-
2016) practiced life drawing for 
decades. She studied anatomy 
and art with Robert Beverly Hale, 
Harvey Dinnerstein, and Burton 
Silverman, and depicted subjects 
in settings from the Gay Men’s 
Health Crisis Center to the court-
room. This exhibit will no doubt 
offer a wide variety of portraits.

http://uniqueartframing.com/
http://facebook.com/uniqueartframing
http://flickr.com/photos/uafseattle
http://colegallery.net/
http://columbiacitygallery.com/
http://coregallery.org/
http://davidsongalleries.com/
http://facerejewelryart.com/
http://fantagraphics.com/
http://formspaceatelier.com/
http://fosterwhite.com/
http://ggibsongallery.com/
http://gageacademy.org/
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VANCOUVER
SPECIAL

DEC 3, 2016 – APR 17, 2017

Derya Akay
Maya Beaudry
Raymond Boisjoly
Eli Bornowsky
Rebecca Brewer
Colleen Brown
Matt Browning
Mark Delong
Kim Dorland
Barry Doupé
Michael Drebert
Julia Feyrer
Jeneen Frei Njootli
Tamara Henderson

Colleen Heslin
Julian Hou
Allison Hrabluik
Gareth James
Garry Neill Kennedy
Tiziana La Melia
Khan Lee
Arvo Leo
Lyse Lemieux
Glenn Lewis
Anne Low
Elizabeth McIntosh
Jordan Milner
Antoni Oko

Ryan Peter
Sylvain Sailly
Rachelle Sawatsky
Walter Scott
Krista Belle Stewart
Angela Teng
Mina Totino
Ron Tran
Tristan Unrau
Charlene Vickers
Brent Wadden
Alison Yip

Supporting  Sponsor:Generously supported by:

Artworkers Retirement Society
Chan Family Foundation
Phil Lind
Michael O’Brian Family Foundation

40 Contemporary Artists. Here. Now.
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Gallery IMA
123 S Jackson St, 625-0055, galleryima.
com, Tues-Sat

Annual Group Show (Through Dec 31): 
Gallery IMA’s annual group show will fea-
ture pieces by a variety of gallery artists, 
including works in paint, ceramics, metal, 
paper, glass, encaustic, and mixed media.

Gallery Voblikov
625 1st Ave, 495-5102, galleryvoblikov.
com, Tues-Sat

Golden Age of Dutch Painting: The 
Art of Describing (Through Jan 1): The 
Golden Age of Dutch painting (respon-
sible for the Dutch Masters) was a period 
in 17th century Holland characterized 
by its simplicity, detailed realism, and 
monochrome coloring. At this exhibit, 
see a variety of examples from the 
Golden Age.

Ghost Gallery
504 E Denny Way, 832-6063, 
ghostgalleryart.com, Thurs-Sun

Annual Holiday Mini Art 
Extravaganza (Dec 8–Feb 5): Enjoy 
hundred of examples of miniature art—
and stock up on affordable gifts for art 
lovers—at this exhibit featuring works 
by local and global artists. Don’t holiday-
shop without this place.

Glassbox Gallery
831 Seattle Blvd S, glassboxgallery.com, 
Wed-Sat

JD Banke and Lora Baize (Through 
Dec 17): See paintings and sculptures 
depicting modern conspiracy theories in 
the For Whom the Bell Tolls exhibit.

Jeff Gerber: It Seemed Endless 
(Jan 5–Jan 28): A solo show by Jeff 
Gerber, who has created paintings with 
intensely layered black paint, portraits 
on alcohol bottles, and sculptures made 
of resin respirators.

Alex Boeschenstein: too many cun-
ning passages (Feb 2–Feb 25): A solo 
show by Seattle-based visual artist Alex 
Boeschenstein, who has made intricate 
panoramas, detailed and crumbling 
drawings, and a sculpture made from 
a dismantled disco ball. A young artist 
to watch.

Greg Kucera Gallery
212 Third Ave S, 624-0770, gregkucera.
com, Tues-Sat

Jeffrey Simmons (Through Dec 23): 
Recent watercolors by abstract precision-
ist Jeffrey Simmons.

Mark Calderon (Through Dec 23): 
Seattle artist Mark Calderon’s lovely 
sculptures can be subdued, but new 
pieces made of mica are political. They’re 
hands, based on an example from the 
prehistoric North American “Hopewell” 
culture of a hand made from cut mica. 
One pair of hands rises to amplify a 
voice. It’s called Cry: Cry, then cry out. JG

Juventino Aranda: Weed the 
Lawn and Feed the Roses (Jan 5–Feb 
18): This is Walla Walla artist Juventino 
Aranda’s first solo exhibition at Greg 
Kucera Gallery, and it’s well-deserved, 
and exciting for the gallery. Aranda 

was included in Tacoma Art Museum’s 
NW Art Now in 2016, in Out of Sight at 
King Street Station, and in the electric 
What You See Is What You Sweat exhibi-
tion at CoCA during Seattle Art Fair. He 
makes sculptural installations, paintings, 
textiles, and videos that are pointed 
embodiments of his experiences as a 
Latino man in a blinkered white culture. 
In one video, he spent a protracted time 
snipping blades of grass with handheld 
scissors, performing a laborious task with 
pride and precision. In large wall textiles, 
he takes discarded yardage from the 
Pendleton mills, where manufactured 
blankets mimic indigenous trade items 
from the Southwest and Mexico, and 
paints fields of color on them so they 
resemble the high art of Mark Rothko’s 
color fields. With titles like When All You 
Have Left Are Limes, Make Margaritas, 
Nod and Smile; Old and Faithful Since 
1848 (Yellowstone), the pieces contrast 
his family’s hard history of migrant 
work with the grandiosity and sublim-
ity of art and landscape. They reject the 
presumption that we all share the same 
Northwest. JG

Michael Knutson: Symmetrical 
Fields (Jan 5–Feb 18): Symmetrical 
Fields is a series of colorful, overlapping 
images of geometric shapes by Michael 
Knutson—a terrific, devoted abstrac-
tionist and regular of the gallery over 
the years.

Joe Rudko: Photographs (Feb 
23–Apr 1): This exhibit will feature pho-
tographs by artist Joe Rudko, known for 
his creative manipulations.

Susan Skilling: Paintings (Feb 
23–Apr 1): This show will feature layered 
and earthy paintings, always delicate, 
often in gouache on Thai mulberry 
paper, by Susan Skilling.

Hall | Spassov Bellevue
800 Bellevue Way NE, Ste 150, Bellevue, 
425-453-3244, hallspassov.com, Tues-Sat

Group Exhibition (Through Dec 31): 
This group show will feature works by 
artists including Alicia Tormey (who cre-
ates intricate paintings of landscapes, 
botanicals, and specimens), new gallery 
artist Luis Garcia Nerey, Jérôme Poirier 
(who recently exhibited xylography and 
mixed-media work at Hall | Spassov), 
and Cynthia Camlin, who several years 
ago made PUNCH Gallery into a cave. 
Jen Graves wrote the following about 
Camlin’s 2011 exhibit: “Paintings of a 
glacier scale the great walls, all the way 
to the cracked and peeling ceiling inside 
this old building inside this wet city. 
There are 80-some paintings. Every one 
depicts the same place—a glacier forma-
tion in Alaska—differently. The paintings 
are in watercolor and ink, and taken 
together, they give the impression that 
these walls are like cave walls: slimy, ooz-
ing, patterned, alive.”

Jim Riswold: The People’s 
Liberation Army Goes Shopping 
(Through Dec 31): A political, social 
commentary on China’s seemingly 
incongruous capitalist and communist 
ideals by artist Jim Riswold.

Harris Harvey Gallery
1915 First Avenue, 443-3315, 
lisaharrisgallery.com

Winter’s Offering (Through Jan 21): 
This group exhibition will features paint-
ings, photographs, prints, mixed media, 
and more by 27 regional artists.

Thomas Wood: New Work (Jan 25–
Feb 25): These new floral paintings by 
Thomas Wood will include “unlikely 
creatures and celestial elements.”

Hedreen Gallery
901 12th Ave, 296-2244, facebook.com/
TheHedreenGallery, Wed-Sat

Robots Building Robots (Through 
Dec 10): Robots Building Robots is a 
multimedia exhibit exploring “con-
sciousness in the digital age” and the 
self-reproductive nature of technology, 
featuring works by international artists 
Adam Basanta, Tyler Coburn, Caroline 
Delieutraz, Oliver Laric, Rafael Lozano-
Hemmer, Sara Ludy, Jon Rafman, Evan 
Roth, Sebastian Schmieg, and Silvio Lor-
usso, and organized by Amanda Donnan.

Interstitial
6007 12th Ave S, interstitialtheatre.com, 
Sat

Jennifer Mehigan: Watch Yourself 
Rot (Through Dec 17): Jennifer Mehigan 
(from and based in Cork, Ireland) is 
known for her multimedia works and 
paintings. In this show, she presents 
“skins” of large vinyl decals on the walls, 
and they’re gross and sexy at the same 
time. A three-channel video projection 
is futuristic and gothic, involving female 
wrestlers, fembots, and stilettos destroy-
ing pretty cakes. “Queer femme desire,” 
as the gallery describes it, is getting a 
workout, and it’s a mighty thing to see.

(in)compatible (Jan 14–Feb 25): 
This exhibit of new works will explore 
“post-internet”—a movement that 
moves beyond the novelty of the inter-
net, breaking it down and using it in 
art—through sculpture, video, and instal-
lation by media artists Kathleen Daniel, 
Carla Gannis, Faith Holland, and Dylan 
Neuwirth.

Jack Straw Cultural Center Front 
Gallery
4261 Roosevelt Way NE, jackstraw.org, 
Mon-Fri

Dean Wong: New Street 
Photography (Every Mon-Fri): If you 
don’t know Dean Wong’s name already, 
he is the photographer who has most 
doggedly and beautifully documented 
Seattle’s Chinatown, and he has a 
new book out, Seeing the Light: Four 
Decades in Chinatown. It includes photo-
graphs also taken in Chinatowns in San 
Francisco and Vancouver, BC, but Wong’s 
heart is where his home is, here in 
Seattle, where he grew up in his family’s 
home tucked into the streets of what we 
now call the International District, where 
he learned to develop his first roll of film 
at Cleveland High School in a black-and-
white photo class taught by the biology 
teacher, and where, at the University of 
Washington, he developed a conscious 
practice of resistance toward the racist 
mainstream. Here at Jack Straw, you’ll 
see a selection of the photographs and 
a copy of the book, which includes 
images and also Wong’s stories. His 
voice is vivid and no-nonsense, some-
times smackingly so. He is a powerful 
image-maker and storyteller. Another 
small exhibition of his work is currently 
at Kobo at Higo in the ID, where he 
shopped for toys when he was a boy. 
You can still find Wong out there in the 
ID taking pictures pretty much every 
Saturday and Sunday. His work is not 
finished. This is a show you want to see, 
and a book you need to have. JG

Jacob Lawrence Gallery
Art Building, UW Campus, 685-1805, art.
washington.edu, Tues-Sat

Utopia Neighborhood Club 
(Through Dec 23): Jacob Lawrence 
Gallery will look forward on the 100th 
anniversary of (the person) Jacob 
Lawrence’s birth. Utopia Neighborhood 
Club promises a series of exhibits and 

programs that emphasize participa-
tion, and imagining the possible (even 
utopian) future of this art gallery. They 
write: “The series is a unique opportunity 
for many voices to freely imagine what 
a university gallery should be, unen-
cumbered by traditional concerns about 
what it can’t possibly be.”

James Harris Gallery
604 Second Ave, 903-6220, 
jamesharrisgallery.com, Wed-Sat

Northwest Pop-Up (Through Dec 17): 
Celebrate the holiday season at this gal-
lery show/pop-up featuring work (ceram-
ics, paintings, mixed media, prints, and 
more) by Pacific Northwest artists includ-
ing Claire Cowie, Jenny Heshman, Bob 
Jones, Fay Jones, Alwyn O’Brien, Peter 
Olsen, Mary Ann Peters, Akio Takamori, 
and Brad Winchester.

Richard Rezac and Julia Fish (Jan 5–
Feb 11): This exhibit will feature works by 
painter and mixed media artist Julia Fish 
alongside pieces by Richard Rezac, who 
has created quiet, clean, and stunningly 
pared-back sculptures for a collabora-
tion with painter Eric Elliott, as well as 
curiosity-provoking works inspired by 
American minimalism, Zen gardening, 
and baroque architecture.

Akio Takamori and Efrain Almeida 
(Feb 16–April 1): This exhibit will feature 
work by Efrain Almeida (whose previous 
solo shows at James Harris Gallery have 
featured carved wooden pieces, as well 
as small bronze sculptures of birds, but-
terflies, and moths) alongside highlights 
from Akio Takamori’s Apology series: 
drawings and sculptures of men apolo-
gizing, that are informed by both the 
Donald Trump era and Takamori’s own 
battle with cancer. About the apologiz-
ers, Jen Graves writes, “What were these 
men feeling? Why did they believe in the 
ritual of public apology? And what did 
we think of them? What did we want 
from them?”

Japanese Cultural and Commu-
nity Center of Washington
1414 S Weller St, 568-7114, jcccw.org

Unsettled~Resettled: Seattle’s 
Hunt Hotel (Every Mon-Fri): The first 
permanent exhibit at the Japanese 
Cultural & Community Center of 
Washington will explore the post-World 
War II history of the Hunt Hotel, a 
Seattle Japanese school turned make-
shift hostel. They promise an artistic and 
cultural exploration of this tumultu-
ous period in American and Japanese 
American history.

King Street Station
303 S Jackson St

The Bureau of Arts & Culture 
(Through Dec 18): Starting December 
1, King Street Station will host 21 art 
proposals “designed to trigger a new 
enthusiasm for the direction of our city 
and how art can play a vital role in our 
future... tackling issues such as homeless-
ness, gun violence, urban growth, cul-
tural tourism, arts education, and human 
trafficking.” Part of the show is the 
Give Gallery, where if you donate blood 
between November 28 and December 
16 through Bloodworks, you can take 
home, free, a work of art by a local 
artist from the gallery, including Jeffry 
Mitchell, Crystal Barbre, Charles Peterson, 
June Sekiguchi, Warren Dykeman, and 
Amanda Manitach. JG

Truth B Told (Jan 8–Feb 4): Onyx 
Fine Arts’ 12th annual juried exhibit, 
Truth B Told, will reveal the truth 
about Black artists: their strength and 
fragility, the variety of their styles, 
and the uncategorizable nature of a 
broad, diverse group of artists. A sec-
tion of the exhibit will focus on the 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, a 
labor organization that was instrumen-
tal in the Civil Rights Movement.

The Kirsten Gallery
5320 Roosevelt Way NE, 522-2011, 
kirstengallery.com, Thurs-Sun

Diana Friend and Byron Birdsall 
(Through Dec 20): This exhibit features 
Diana Friend’s wooden bowls alongside 

COURTESY OF THE RUBELL COLLECTION 

WHAT IT IS: Thuy-Van Vu’s ‘American Dresser.’ WHEN/WHERE: January 12–
February 25 at G. Gibson Gallery. WHY YOU SHOULD SEE IT: It’s a solo show 
by a perfectionist. 

THINGS TO DO ART

http://ghostgalleryart.com/
http://glassboxgallery.com/
http://hallspassov.com/
http://lisaharrisgallery.com/
http://facebook.com/
http://interstitialtheatre.com/
http://jackstraw.org/
http://washington.edu/
http://jamesharrisgallery.com/
http://jcccw.org/
http://kirstengallery.com/
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Byron Birdsall’s watercolors, oils, 
and prints.

Kobo at Higo
604 S Jackson St, 381-3000, 
koboseattle.com, daily

10th Anniversary Simple Cup 
Invitational Show (Through Dec 
30): See over 250 ceramic cups by 
North American and Japanese art-
ists in this exhibited presented in 
collaboration with Seward Park 
Clay Studio.

Linda Hodges Gallery
316 First Ave S, 624-3034, 
lindahodgesgallery.com, Tues-Sat

What’s the Story? (Through 
Dec 29): So long, realism—this 
group show will feature work by 
14 different artists that focuses on 
“less definitive content by adopting 
murky and/or fragmented bits of 
identifiable subjects.”

Timea Tihanyi and Nicholas 
Nyland (Jan 5–Jan 28): Timea 
Tihanyi and Nicholas Nyland are 
brilliant minds who happen to 
express themselves in ceramics. 
Nyland, who also works on paper, 
is a colorist with a total sense of joy 
and play, while Tihanyi, mostly using 
porcelain, is a structural engineer 
who puts her forms in the service 
of history. (A past show at Linda 
Hodges was a series of tiny buildings 
that looked like the architecture of 
a sometimes scary, sometimes hope-
ful ideology.) Nyland’s work—this 
may sound strange—has that sense 
of play but is always adult. I don’t 
exactly know how to explain that 
or why it seems necessary. You’ll see 
what I mean. JG

Barbara Sternberger (Feb 2–Feb 
25): See heavily layered abstract 
paintings by Bellingham artist 
Barbara Sternberger.

M. Rosetta Hunter Art Gallery
Seattle Central College, 1701 
Broadway, 934-4379, seattlecentral.
edu/artgallery, Mon-Thurs

Judith Cooper Haden: The 
Women of the Milpa (Through 
Dec 15): These black-and-white 
photographs of Oaxacan women 
cooking are a testament to the wis-
dom of the elders and the fullness 
of time. The farmers and cooks have 

returned to indigenous traditions in 
the face of economic and environ-
mental devastation, and their deter-
mination in these images is quiet 
and undeniable. JG

MadArt
325 Westlake Ave N, 623-1180, 
madartseattle.com

We Are a Crowd of Others 
(Through Jan 28): MadArt Studio 
resident artists Gail Grinnell, Sam 
Wildman, and Eric John Olson will 
create a gigantic, site-specific textile 
installation (made from hundreds 
of yards of spun material) accompa-
nied by public programming includ-
ing meals, performances, lectures, 
and reenactments.

METHOD
106 Third Ave S, 713-7819, 
methodgallery.com, Fri-Sat

Katie Miller: Vantage (Through 
Dec 31): This solo show features 
work by artist Katie Miller, who had 
a 2014 installation at METHOD that 
culminated in launching a thousand 
paper boats into a fountain.

Nicole Dextras: CHEAP (Jan 6–Feb 
25): This textile installation by Nicole 
Dextras will explore consumerism 
by looking at the use of the word 
“cheap.”

Patricia Rovzar Gallery
1111 1st Ave, 223-0273, 
rovzargallery.com, daily

Celebrate Art (Through Dec 31): 
Patricia Rovzar Gallery’s 24th annual 
group exhibition is titled Celebrate 
Art.

Pilchuck Seattle
240 Second Ave S Ste 100, 621-8422, 
pilchuck.com

Holiday Pop-Up Show and Sale 
(Through Dec 23): Stock up on gifts 
and affordable glass art at this holi-
day show and sale.

Pivot Art + Culture
609 Westlake Ave N

A Closer Look (Through Feb 
26): They write: “In this age of self-
ies, portraits have never been more 
common nor, in many cases, more 
superficial.” At this exhibit, see the 
other side of the coin. They’ll have 

a wide variety of portraiture from 
the Paul G. Allen Family Collection 
at this survey exhibition, featuring 
work by a number of renowned 
artists including Paul Gauguin, 
Pieter Hugo, Dennis Hopper, Arnold 
Newman, Ernest Bachrach, László 
Willinger, Francis Bacon, Guy Tillim, 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Ansel Adams, 
David Hockney, and Georges Seurat.

Implied Fictions (Through Feb 
26): Alongside the collection of Paul 
Allen’s own holdings of portraits 
this winter, there’s an exhibition of 
pieces by Northwest artists. Each 
work is a portal into another, myste-
rious world, and the artists include 
Marsha Burns, Scott Fife, Susie J. Lee, 
Akio Takamori, Storm Tharp, Tariqa 
Waters, and Alice Wheeler. That’s 
a whole lot of other, mysterious 
worlds covered. Imagine a new year 
through the portal of this show. JG

Pottery Northwest
226 First Ave N, 285-4421, 
potterynorthwest.org, Tues-Fri

Pottery Northwest’s Holiday 
Special (Through Dec 11): Grab 
some holiday gifts at this show 
and sale featuring work by Pottery 
Northwest’s resident artists and local 
artisans.

Zak Helenske Exit Show 
(Jan 6–Jan 27): See the results of 
Zak Helenske’s two-year Pottery 
Northwest artist residency at this 
solo exhibition, featuring clay and 
metal work that will prioritize the 
art’s “presence, its placement, and 
its history rather than its function.”

Andrew Hoeppner Exit Show 
(Feb 3–Feb 24): Heads, Faces, and 
Vases, a solo exhibit by Andrew 
Hoeppner to commemorate his 
two-year artist residency at Pottery 
Northwest, will offer loose interpre-
tations of the self portrait.

Prographica
313 Occidental Ave S, 999-0849, 
prographicadrawings.com, Tues-Sat

IDENTITY Insight: Unfolding the 
Visual Narrative (Through Dec 
23): This exhibit, curated by Eleana 
Del Rio, is the last of three IDENTITY 
exhibits at Prographica and will fea-
ture work by David Bailin, Eric Beltz, 
Shay Bredimus, Wes Christensen 
(1949-2015), Josh Dorman, Tim 
Lowly, Michelle Muldrow, Fred 
Stonehouse, and Yuriko Yamaguchi.

Ellen Garvens (Jan 5–Feb 25): 
Norman Lundin will present a solo 
show of work by Ellen Garvens 
(Chair of the Division of Art at UW) 
featuring her recent archival inkjet 
prints and videos. The exhibit will 
also include a small selection of 
work from Prosthesis, Garvens’s 
series of sculptures and photographs 
that examine “her own personal 
experiences with the body.”

Push/Pull
5484 Shilshole Ave NW, 384-3124, 
facebook.com/pushpullseattle, 10 
am-6 pm daily

Beautiful Trash 2: It’s Twins! 
(Through Dec 8): Beautiful Trash 2 
offers another tribute to B Cinema—
this time, focusing on movies that 
feature sets of twins.

Precocious (Dec 10–Jan 17): See 
precocious kids (“young children 
extraordinarily skilled in adult medi-
ocrity”) in this group show featuring 
works by Krissy Downing.

Royal Jelly (Jan 19–Feb 14): Royal 
Jelly will feature artwork by A.O. 
Hamer and guest artists on the sub-
ject of “vibrant urban environments 
- with art celebrating feminine 
power and a benefit for bees.” At 
the show, you can donate to Puget 
Sound Beekeepers Association and 
Hood Honey Harvesters.

Yes, No, Maybe? (Feb 16–Mar 
14): DO YOU LIKE ME?! __YES __no 
__Maybe?? Featuring stories of 
angst-y young love by Dillon Lacey 
and other featured artists.

SAM Gallery
Seattle Art Museum, 1300 First Ave, 
343-1101, seattleartmuseum.org, 
Mon-Sun

Kate Protage (Dec 7–Jan 8): 
New work by SAM Gallery artist 
Kate Protage, who writes, “While 
my work is rooted in the real, it’s the 
junction between sensation and fact 
that interests me. My paintings and 
drawings are meant to exist in that 
grey area between representation 
and abstraction, where light and 
solid form are given equal consider-
ation and are almost interchange-
able. The streets, the buildings, the 
sky, the cars—they’re almost inci-
dental as recognizable objects.”

Start Now (Jan 4–Feb 1): New art 
collectors, take notice—this show at 
SAM Gallery offers a variety of (rela-
tively) affordable works. Featured 
artists include Katie Anderson, 
Marita Dingus, Troy Gua, Elizabeth 
Lopez, and Laura Van Horne.

Northwest Nature (Feb 15–Mar 
15): See visual art that investigates 
our relationship with nature by 
artists including Linda Davidson, 
Elizabeth Gahan, Mary Lamery, 
Ryan Molenkamp, and Kimberly 
Trowbridge.

Schack Art Center
2921 Hoyt Ave, Everett, 425-259-
5050, schack.org

Holiday Exhibit 2016: Pressing 
On (Through Dec 24): At Pressing 
On, see work by artist guild Seattle 
Print Arts alongside glass and pot-
tery by regional artists.

Red Tails, Silver Wings (Jan 5–Feb 
25): Chris Hopkins often creates series 
of drawings and paintings based 
on a historical event or period—this 
time, he’ll focus on the story of the 
Tuskegee Airmen, the first African 
American fighter squadron in the 
United States Armed Forces.

SOIL
112 Third Ave S, 264-8061, soilart.
org, Thurs-Sun

From Domesticity (Through Dec 
31): Work by artists Bradly Gunn, 
Tony Kim, and Aaron Trampush, 
using objects from everyday spaces, 
comes together in a “rich and 
ambiguous portrait” that comments 
on space, time, and individual char-
acter. In the backspace, see sculptor 
and artist Natalie Jenkins’s exhibit 
No Exit, about the feeling of being 
in between.

Stonington Gallery
125 S Jackson St, 866-405-4485, 
stoningtongallery.com, daily

Into the Woods: Forests of 
the Northwest Coast (Through 
Jan 28): After exploring water-
ways in Resurgence: Rivers of 
the Northwest Coast, Stonington 
Gallery will delve into our local 
greenery and mythology through 
the group show Into the Woods: 
Forests of the Northwest Coast.

Larry Ahvakana and Drew 
Michael (Feb 2–Feb 25): See con-
temporary Alaskan sculpture at 
this exhibit featuring art in bronze, 
glass, stone, wood, and print by 
celebrated artist Larry Ahvakana 
(Inupiaq) alongside up-and-coming 
talent Drew Michael (Inupiaq/
Yup’ik), whose work is loosely 
inspired by the traditional forms of 
Inupiaq and Yup’ik masks.

Studio E Gallery
609 S Brandon St, 762-3322, 
studioegallery.org, Fri-Sat

Kitsch (Dec 10–Jan 21): This group 
show—curated by Kelsey Siegert 
and MAAKE magazine, and featur-
ing work by Emily Silver, Karen 
Lederer, Caroline Larsen, Kyla 
Hansen, Caroline Wells Chandler, 
and Paul Komada—will investi-
gate ideas of “craft” and “kitsch” 
through multimedia artwork.

Chronotope (Feb 3–Mar 4): This 
black-and-white photography show 
curated by Netra Nei is “an experi-
ence where time becomes artistically 

visible and space becomes respon-
sive to the movements of time, plot 
and history.”

Suyama Space
2324 Second Ave, 256-0809, 
suyamaspace.org, Mon-Fri

Fernanda D’Agostino: 
Generativity (Through Dec 16): 
This is the final exhibition in the 
sacred room called Suyama Space, 
which has hosted site-specific instal-
lations for 19 years, curated by the 
great Beth Sellars. This brand-new 
work, Generativity, is by Portland-
based artist Fernanda D’Agostino, 
whose last work of projected media 
and sculpture Stephanie Snyder in 
Artforum called “a feast of sensory 
experience and symbolic power.” 
This one “explores the reproduction 
and proliferation of nature through 
sculpture, video projections, coding, 
and sound,” and it features perfor-
mance (later in the run) by Isabelle 
Choiniere. JG

TASTE at SAM
1300 First Ave, 903-5291, tastesam.
com, Wed-Sun

Kellie Talbot (Through Feb 5): 
Kellie Talbot’s oil paintings explore 
American handicraft, including 
“signs and typography, architecture, 
industry, cemeteries and other 
emblems of society.”

Curt Labitzke (Feb 8–May 7): A solo 
exhibit of prints and mixed media 
paintings by Curt Labitzke (Chair 
of Interdisciplinary Visual Arts at 
UW) informed by “Roman busts, 
Renaissance drawing, and Neo-
Classical painting.”

Traver Gallery
110 Union St #200, 587-6501, 
travergallery.com

Dick Weiss: Up and At ‘em 
(Through Dec 23): Up and At ‘em 
will feature a new series of leaded 
glass screens by artist Dick Weiss. If 
you’ve visited enough gallery shows 
in Seattle, you might recognize his 
work—but if you’ve ever flown in 
through SeaTac, you’ve probably 
seen his cascading works incorpo-
rated into windows at the airport.

Paul Marioni: Maybe (Through 
Dec 23): See new works by glass art-
ist Paul Marioni (a founding mem-
ber of the American Studio Glass 
movement). In his work, Marioni 
incorporates “humor, images of 
taboo sexuality, tribal masks, and 
visual puns.”

V2 Arts Center
1525 11th Ave, 325-8773, 
velocitydancecenter.org/space/v2

American Painting Today 
(Through Dec 17): American Painting 
Today is a group exhibition of paint-
ings organized by artist Matthew 
Offenbacher, who recently had an 
exhibit at INCA that featured a giant 
sculpture of a whale that was also a 
kind of musical instrument.

Vermillion
1508 11th Ave, 709-9797, 
vermillionseattle.com, Tues-Sun

The Luminous Garden (Dec 8—
Feb 3): This luminous garden prom-
ises an “immersive, unpredictable, 
alien” experience, filled with excit-
ingly strange plants and animals.

Washington State Convention 
& Trade Center
800 Convention Pl, 694-5000, wsctc.
com, daily

Coast to Coast - WEST 
(Through Jan 11): Coast to Coast 
features 100 juried works by the 
National Association of Women 
Artists and the Women Painters of 
Washington.

Winston Wachter Fine Art
203 Dexter Ave N, 652-5855, 
winstonwachter.com, Mon-Sat

Michael Schultheis (Through 
Dec 23): This solo exhibit features 
former Microsoft software devel-

oper Michael Schultheis’s layered 
paintings inspired by conceptual 
geometry.

Julie Speidel: Calhau (Jan 11—Feb 
18): This exhibit will feature sculp-
ture and works on paper by artist 
Julie Speidel, whose large and small-
scale works are inspired by “glacial 
geology, ancient megaliths, and by 
sites in Ireland, Turkey, and China.”

Zinc Art + Object
102 3rd Ave S, Suite B, Edmonds, 
467-1027, zincartinteriors.com, 
Tues-Sun

Beyond Design: the Second 
Careers of Seattle Graphic 
Designers (Through Dec 12): 
Beyond Design features a series of 
6” x 6” panels by graphic design-
ers Misha Zadeh, Amy Hevron, and 
Julie Jacobson.

ZINC contemporary
119 Prefontaine Pl S, 
zinccontemporary.com

Small Works (Through Dec 26): An 
invitational group show.

Art Events

Bainbridge Island Museum of Art
550 Winslow Way E, Bainbridge 
Island, 842-4451, biartmuseum.org, 
Mon-Sun

Eye on Artist: Annette Fourbears 
(Dec 11): Native artist Annette 
Fourbears, whose solo exhibition is 
at BIMA until February 5th, speaks 
about inspiration, process, and 
materials for her basketry and sculp-
tures. Join for the talk and stay for 
the reception afterwards.

Bellevue Arts Museum
510 Bellevue Way NE, Bellevue, 425-
519-0770, bellevuearts.org, Tues-Sun

Artist Talk: Al Farrow (Dec 17): 
Sculptor Al Farrow currently has a 
show titled Divine Ammunition at 
BAM (Jen Graves writes, “All of his 
objects are as terrible as beautiful, 
and they suggest that our strongest 
devotions inspire our greatest blind 
violence”) and today he’ll sign 
books and speak about his work, as 
well as addressing the ways in which 
religion and violence are connected.

Loggia Lectures with Rob 
Prufer: Eye Contact (Jan 17): 
This edition of the Loggia Lecture 
Series—inspired by the Italian log-
gia, an open space for discussion or 
contemplation—will explore “the 
disreputable demimonde of the 
Impressionists’ Paris and Verdi’s La 
Traviata” with art history teacher 
Rob Prufer. Your suggested dona-
tion will also allow you to explore 
the galleries until 7 pm.

Chihuly Garden and Glass
305 Harrison St, Seattle Center, 
753-4940, chihulygardenandglass.
com, daily

Holiday Trunk Show (Dec 11): 
Northwest artisans will demonstrate 
and sell their wares—just in time for 
the holidays.

Daybreak Star Center
5011 Bernie Whitebear Way, 285-
4425, unitedindians.org, Mon-Fri

Native Art Mart (Through Dec 18): 
Buy authentic Native gifts—clothing, 
drums, art prints, and more—from 
a group of diverse local artists. Then 
eat a baked salmon lunch or Indian 
tacos while you’re hanging out in 
Discovery Park.

El Corazón
109 Eastlake Ave E, 381-3094, 
elcorazonseattle.com

The Pancakes & Booze Art 
Show (Jan 28): Yes, there is a free 
pancake bar at this extravaganza. 
Yes, it has booze and art from over 
60 participants, including some cre-
ators working before your very eyes, 
and you even can become a living 
canvas. No, you can’t come if you’re 
under 21, alas.

THINGS TO DO ART

COURTESY OF BELLEVUE ARTS MUSEUM 

WHAT IT IS: Al Farrow’s ‘Femur of Santo Guerro (II).’ WHEN/WHERE: 
December 16–May 7 at Bellevue Arts Museum. WHY YOU SHOULD SEE 
IT: He does creepily beautiful stuff with bullets and bones.
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www.devbootcamp.com

Dev Bootcamp is committed to 

improving access to technology 

skills training for people of all ages, 

genders, races, educational or 

professional backgrounds. 

 • For every new student who 

  enrolls by December 31st, 2016,  

  Dev Bootcamp will also set  
  aside $2,000 to the DBC  
  Access Fund to provide student

  scholarships in 2017 to help  

  bridge the diversity gap in  

  technology.

 • As part of our mission, we  

  also offer on a continual basis  

  a diversity scholarship of $1,500

  to students from groups who  

  are underrepresented in tech.

Invest in 
Your Future.
Enroll by December 31st, 2016  

and save $2000 on your tuition.*

APPLY NOW

*Choose any cohort starting before May 31st, 2017.

Fantagraphics Bookstore and 
Gallery
1201 S Vale St, 658-0110, 
fantagraphics.com, daily

We Told You So: Comics 
as Art Release Party (Dec 10): 
This party will celebrate 10 years 
of Fantagraphics Bookstore and 
Gallery with the release of oral-
story We Told You So: Comics as Art, 
an art exhibition of Fantagraphics 
memorabilia, and book signings 
with special guests.

Florentia Clayworks
218 Florentia St

Clayworks Holiday Sale (Dec 
10): Stop by Florentia to see how 
clay sculptures, cups, pots, and 
other tableware are created. Chat 
with the potters, have a snack, and 
pick out something beautiful for 
yourself or a friend.

Frye Art Museum
704 Terry Ave, 622-9250, 
fryemuseum.org, Tues-Sun

Seeing Art: A 
Multidisciplinary, Critical 
Discourse on Twenty-First-
Century Art Practice (Dec 10): 
Learn about the ways that artists 
engage with the larger world 
around them at this panel featuring 
Sharon Arnold (founder and cura-
tor of Bridge Productions), Michelle 
Dunn Marsh (Executive Director of 
Photographic Center Northwest) 
and artist Rafael Soldi, who recently 
had a moving show at Glassbox 
Gallery about the disappearance of 
his partner.

Root to Branch: Work of 
Ousmane Sembene, Gloria 
Rolando, Euzhan Palcy, and 
Julie Dash (Dec 15): For the final 
installment of the “Visual Culture 
of the African Continent and its 
Diaspora” series, Frye Art Museum 
Educator Negarra A. Kudumu will 
speak about the aesthetics and con-
cepts used by these four influential 
artists (Ousmane Sembene, Gloria 
Rolando, Euzhan Palcy, and Julie 
Dash) and outline the social and 
political context of their works.

Gallery Talk with Buster 
Simpson (Jan 7): Buster Simpson 
(a shape-shifting artist who has 
worked with poop, laundry, rocks, 
and more) will speak about his 
work featured in the exhibition To: 
Seattle | Subject: Personal. If you’ve 
never heard Simpson speak, you’re 
in for a treat.

Glassbox Gallery
831 Seattle Blvd S, glassboxgallery.
com, Wed-Sat

Pop-in (Dec 18–Dec 24): This mar-
ket/festival by Rose Gold is a boon 

to Christmas procrastinators. Buy 
air-brushed art, textiles, vintage 
records, poetry, paper, and other 
last-minute goodies. On 12/20, take 
part in a “psychic release”; on 12/21, 
make your own herbal bath kit.

Hangar 30 in Magnuson Park
6310 NE 74th Street

Renegade Craft Fair (Dec 17–Dec 
18): The curated, high-quality RCF 
(“the largest independent craft fair 
in the world”) returns to Seattle for 
its second year, bringing more than 
200 makers, DIY workshops, sea-
sonal food and drinks, and “sleighs 
of holiday cheer.”

Henry Art Gallery
15th Ave NE and NE 41st St, 543-
2280, henryart.org, Wed-Sun

Curator Talk with Luis 
Croquer (Dec 10): Luis Croquer 
(the Henry’s Deputy Director 
of Exhibitions, Collection, and 
Programs) will speak about pro-
vocative American artist Paul 
McCarthy’s work and his exhibition 
White Snow Wood Sculptures.

Neptune Theatre
1303 NE 45th St, 682-1414, 
stgpresents.org

Manatee Commune On Ice! 
(Dec 23): This festive art and music 
extravaganza promises an experi-
ence not unlike “dancing inside of 
a snow globe with 1,000 of your 
closest friends.” Draws include 
performances, projection mapping, 
and art installations.

Olympic Sculpture Park
2901 Western Ave, 654-3100, 
seattleartmuseum.org, daily

SAM Lights (Dec 15): As the 
days become shorter and darker, 
celebrate the holiday season with 
an evening of art, light, music, 
and community. The paths at the 
Olympic Sculpture Park will be lit 
up with hundreds of warm and 
inviting lights and luminarias. 
They write: “Come wearing your 
best light-inspired ensemble and 
become a part of the experience.”

Pacific Galleries Auction House
241 S Lander St, pacgal.com

Fine Art and Antiques Auction 
(Dec 10): Pacific Galleries hosts an 
auction of fine art and antiques; 
if you can’t make it in person, you 
can also participate in live bidding 
online.

Peddler Brewing Company
1514 NW Leary Way, 360-362-0002, 
peddlerbrewing.com

Holiday Fair (Dec 10): Buy holiday 
stuff from Seattle artisans and keep 
your spending money in this fair 
city. Hats, knitwear, lampshades, 
jewelry, needlepoint, and journals 
can all be yours.

Plaza Roberto Maestas
2524 16th Ave S, 957-4605, 
plazarobertomaestas.org

Pop Up Mercado: Holiday Fiesta 
(Dec 10): You might get a glimpse 
of “Santana Claus” at this market, 
which also features music, gift 
wrapping, food, clothing, jewelry, 
and more.

Push/Pull
5484 Shilshole Ave NW, 384-3124, 
facebook.com/pushpullseattle, 10 
am-6 pm daily

Qu-Art (Through Feb 10): Qu-ART 
(which rhymes with fart, “cause 
it’s just better that way”) is a free, 
queer community art night hosted 
by Push/Pull. They’ll provide light 
refreshments, and feel free to bring 
your own snacks and drinks.

December Holiday 
Craftstravaganza (Dec 16): Push/
Pull will provide the supplies you 
need to make holiday cards, orna-
ments, and other decorations, so 
you don’t have to get your carpet 
covered in glitter. Some refresh-
ments will be provided, as well as 
any artistic guidance you need.

Make Your Own Font Party (Jan 
7): In just three hours, create an 
original font based on your own 
lettering/handwriting—they’ll walk 
you through the process, and send 
you home with a Truetype file so 
you can start using your new font 
right away. They’ll provide art sup-
plies, font grids, and calligraphy 
and typography books. Bring your 
favorite pen.

Nerd Grinder (Jan 15): Nerd 
Grinder is a swap meet/market 
offering comics, movies, toys, 
games, and more.

Shrinky Drink #7 (Jan 20): Revert 
to childhood as you experience the 
magic of Shrinky Dinks. Entry cost 
covers a full sheet of Shrink Film, 
coloring supplies, and snack/refresh-
ments (but BYOB). Buy more sheets 
for $5 and go crazy. They’ll have 
a toaster oven handy, so you can 
walk out with some artistic master-
pieces or a brand new box of very 
classy jewelry.

Portrait Workshop Series with 
Seth Goodkind (Jan 21, Feb 4, Feb 
18): This three-hour workshop with 
Seth Goodkind will cover portrai-
ture basics including anatomy, light 

THINGS TO DO ART

COURTESY OF SEATTLE ART MUSEUM

WHAT IT IS: ‘Jacob Lawrence: The Migration Series.’ WHEN/WHERE: January 21–April 23 at Seattle Art 
Museum. WHY YOU SHOULD SEE IT: This is the first time all 60 panels from the famed series will be 
displayed together in decades. 
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and shadow, and composition. The 
class is $25 per session, or $80 for 
the entire course.

Comics in Print Workshop with 
Elk Paauw (Feb 11): Learn more 
about printing artwork and comics 
from Push/Pull member Elk Paauw, 
who works in the printing industry. 
The workshop will cover set-up, ink-
jet archival printing, offset printing, 
and risography.

Craftstravaganza (Feb 17): Break 
the winter doldrums at this commu-
nity crafting night. All material and 
tools will be provided.

Exterminator City (Feb 19): This 
party/comics market will feature 
the work of 18 illustrators, pub-
lishers, artists, zine-makers, and 
cartoonists—come for camaraderie 
and for the chance to check out 
new artwork.

Q Nightclub
1426 Broadway, qcapitolhill.com

Seattle Unique Boutique 2016 
Holiday Extravaganza (Dec 17): 
Buy $5 drinks at this grown-up holi-
day market full of odd crafts and 
arts from 65 selected vendors. Also 
featuring a DJ and healers to help 
you through the holiday season.

The Rhino Room
1535 11th Ave, 258-3900, 
therhinoroomseattle.com

BadWill Market: The Holiday 
Edition (Dec 17–Dec 18): This itera-
tion of the monthly pop-up will 
focus on the holidays, providing 
handmade and vintage goods, 
snacks, hot drinks, and more.

Seattle Art Museum
1300 First Ave, 625-8900, 
seattleartmuseum.org, Wed-Mon

The Perfection of Style Fashion 
Show (Dec 7): To celebrate SAM’s 
Yves Saint Laurent exhibit, local 
fashion designers will create origi-
nal works inspired by the exhibi-
tion. See the results at this runway 
show.

My Favorite Things Tour 
(Dec 8, Jan 5, Jan 12, Feb 2, Feb 9): 
For several years now, Seattle Art 
Museum has quietly been doing 
My Favorite Things tours. I’m not 
sure whose idea they were—maybe 
Sandra Jackson-Dumont, the former 
head of education at SAM, now 
at the Met; they started under her 
watch, if I remember right. For My 
Favorite Things tours, SAM invites 
one person to pick one object and 
to talk about it in whatever way 
makes sense to them. There are 
no restrictions and no guidelines. 
There are so many secrets between 
people and art, and they only get 
out occasionally. If you see a sign 
for a My Favorite Things tour hap-
pening at SAM next time you’re 
there, join it. JG

The Perfection of Style: Drop-In 
Drawing Sessions (Jan 5): Feeling 
inspired by SAM’s special program-
ming, Yves Saint Laurent: The 
Perfection of Style? Sketch your 
own fabulous garments at this free 
drop-in drawing session.

First Friday Lecture (Jan 6): SAM’s 
Modern and Contemporary Art 
Curator Catharina Manchanda will 
discuss Jennifer West’s large-scale 
installation of manipulated 70 mm 
filmstrips hung from the ceiling.

Art Collecting 101 (Jan 12, 
Jan 19, Jan 26): SAM Gallery and 
Shop Manager Jody Bento will go 
over the basics of beginning an 
art collection at this popular, free 
workshop.

The Migration Series: Drop-In 
Art Making Session (Feb 2): Make 

art inspired by Jacob Lawrence’s 
awesome, 60-panel masterpiece 
The Migration Series at this free 
workshop.

First Friday Lecture (Feb 3): One 
of SAM’s curators will discuss the 
museum’s latest exhibit, Jacob 
Lawrence’s Migration Series, a 
60-panel exploration of African 
American migration out of the 
deep South.

Seeing Nature Tour (Feb 22): 
A Seattle Art Museum docent 
will guide guests through Seeing 

Nature, a survey exhibit of land-
scape paintings from the Paul G. 
Allen Family Collection.

Seattle Design Center
5701 Sixth Ave S, 

seattledesigncenter.com, Mon-Fri

Art Under $100 (Dec 10): This is 
about as affordable as art gets, and 
it’s a showcase for the work of over 
70 local artists. There’s also stuff to 
eat and drink and there’s a raffle, 
so you can really make a day of it. 
If you want to get first dibs, pay 
an extra $20 and shop during the 
VIP hour.

Second Use Building Materials
7953 2nd Ave S, seconduse.com

Handmade Holiday Market (Dec 
10): Buy eco-friendly presents from 
local artists who favor secondhand 
materials (including Capitol Hill 
Candle Co., Franklin High School 
Woodshop, and Pieced Together 
Design) at this fourth annual mar-
ket held in Seattle’s largest architec-
tural salvage yard. Food and drinks 
will be available.

The Stables
980 S Nebraska St, 265-9924, 

georgetownstables.com

Fantagraphics 40th 
Anniversary Party (Dec 10): 
This anniversary party (one in a 
series to celebrate 40 years of 
Fantagraphics) promises music, 
food, and refreshments.

Substation
645 NW 45th St, substationseattle.

com

VINES: Garden of Neon Delights 
(Dec 10): This event, presented 
by Shoopolish, promises music by 
Shoopolish, FCFarrar, Dadmom, 
Max Mauer, and Erik Prang, live 
painting by Ray Mack and Macki 
Stratton, food, drink, dance, and a 
charity raffle to benefit the admi-
rable Mary’s Place.

Subversionz Media
208 Boylston Ave E, 920-1394, 

subversionz.com

Holiday Art Show (Dec 8): 
Subversionz is preparing a show 
favoring art in any medium under 
$125.

Town Hall
1119 Eighth Ave, 652-4255, 

townhallseattle.org

Closing Up Shop? The 
Uncertain Future of Seattle’s 
Art Galleries (Jan 21): It’s no secret 
that galleries in Seattle have been 
struggling. Hear about why and 
how—and prepare to have some 
of those preconceived notions 
about the art world shaken—at this 
panel moderated by Gage Artistic 
Director Gary Faigin, and featuring 
four amazing people leading the 
arts scene in Seattle: gallery owners 
Greg Kucera and Mariane Ibrahim, 
artist (and Stranger Genius) Mary 
Ann Peters, and The Stranger’s own 
awe-inspiring art critic Jen Graves.

Tractor Tavern
5213 Ballard Ave NW, 789-3599, 

tractortavern.com

Handmade Arcade (Dec 18): 

Allow live music to lure you from 

the luscious Ballard Farmers Market 

to the Tractor, where you’ll want to 

stay to browse curated indie goods. 

Vendors TBA, but their call for 

entries gives you an idea of what’ll 

be on offer: “non traditional pho-

tography, recycled & reused inven-

tions, woodwork, toys, mechanical 

things, robots, handcrafted tools, 

plant art, leather, baskets, books, 

collages, dioramas, gadgets, pup-

pets, masks, illustrations,” and 

other arts.

V2 Arts Center
1525 11th Ave, 325-8773, 

velocitydancecenter.org/space/v2

Punk Rock Flea Market (Dec 

20–Dec 22): V2 used to be a Value 

Village; since the closure of that 

venerable thrift store, it’s been 

used as an ad hoc arts space. Well, 

Punk Rock Flea Market is going to 

show the building out with a bang, 

because after this holiday fair and 

music extravaganza, V2 is getting 

gutted. So come enjoy the live 

music (the Fe Fi Fo Fums, Childbirth, 

the Solvents, and the Bucharest 

Drinking Team) and DJs while you 

buy cool stuff.

Various locations
across Seattle

Seattle Sampling Artists’ Studio 
Tour (Dec 10–Dec 11): Tour makers’ 

studios and explore ceramics, paint-

ing, jewelry, blown glass, and other 

treasures by 34 artists across Seattle 

(including Brace Point Pottery, 

Blowing Sands Glass Studio, and 

Penguina Designs Studio). Bring 

home something really special to 

give for the holidays.

Westlake Center
400 Pine St, 467-3044, 

westlakecenter.com

Holiday Market at Westlake 
Park (Through Dec 24): If you want 

to eschew the mall, the Downtown 

Seattle Association and Urban 

Craft Uprising have set up a small-

business-focused alternative. Shop 

24 booths of curated crafts and 

goods. You’ll be outside, you’ll 

be prepared for the holidays, and 

you’ll be happy.

Art Walks
BALLARD
Second Saturday

BELLTOWN
Every Second Fri

CAPITOL HILL
Every Second Thurs

CHINATOWN-
INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT
Every Third Sat

GEORGETOWN
Every Second Sat

GREENWOOD/PHINNEY
Every Second Fri

HILLMAN CITY
Every First Sun

INTERBAY
Every Second Fri

PIONEER SQUARE
First Thursday

UNIVERSITY DISTRICT
Third Friday

QUEEN ANNE
Third Thursday

WEST SEATTLE JUNCTION
Second Thursday

http://qcapitolhill.com/
http://therhinoroomseattle.com/
http://seattleartmuseum.org/
http://seattledesigncenter.com/
http://seconduse.com/
http://georgetownstables.com/
http://subversionz.com/
http://townhallseattle.org/
http://tractortavern.com/
http://velocitydancecenter.org/space/v2
http://westlakecenter.com/
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Theater
12th Avenue Arts
1620 12th Ave, 12avearts.org

The Untitled Play About Art 
School (Through Dec 21): This new 
play by Nelle Tankus presents two 
parallel storylines: a woman with 
depression and anxiety fails to show 
up for her final thesis presentation 
at her art school, and in Ancient 
Greece, a carnivorous beast is loose 
and on the hunt.

Savage in Limbo (Dec 11): Five 
32-year-olds, including a virgin, a 
broken couple, a failed nun, and 
an obsessive barkeep, hope to 
change their lives in this staged 
reading of the tragicomedy by 
John Patrick Shanley.

Every Five Minutes (Jan 13–Jan 
30): Every Five Minutes by Scottish 
playwright Linda McLean (known 
for her celebrated debut work, 
Any Given Day) examines the last-
ing effects of prolonged torture. 
Presented by Washington Ensemble 
Theatre and directed by Ryan 
Purcell.

Proof (Jan 19–Feb 18): Strawshop 
honcho Greg Carter directs Proof, 
David Aubrun’s Pulitzer Prize- and 
Tony Award-winning play about 
Catherine, the daughter of a late 
University of Chicago professor 
and mathematical wizard of prime 
numbers. Catherine is a math 
genius herself, and she worries she’s 
inherited her father’s mental illness 
along with his smarts. Invariably, 
one of Seattle’s theaters produces 
this contemporary classic each year, 
but Carter’s sure to pull out the 

political fire burning just beneath 
the play’s surface. RS

ACT Theatre
700 Union St, 292-7676,  
acttheatre.org

A Christmas Carol (Through 
Dec 28): ACT Theatre’s production of 
A Christmas Carol is a dependable, 
simple pleasure, with just enough 
variation to warrant returning year 
after year.

The Last Time I Saw Paris: The 
City of Lights Meets Russian 
Soul: Co-presented with The Seagull 
Project, this edition of The Great 
Soul of Russia series (a reading series 
that aims to show “how all roads 
lead to Chekhov”) will explore views 
of Paris from a Russian perspective, 
curated by Hannah Victoria Franklin.

Ham for the Holidays: Jurassic 
Pork (Dec 8–Dec 24): Lisa Koch and 
Peggy Platt present this campy, satir-
ical holiday show that’s described as 
a “wonky, gender-bending holiday 
sketch hoo-hah.”

Auntie Mame (Dec 12): This read-
ing/performance is presented by 
the Endangered Species Project, a 
group that specializes in bringing to 
life rarely performed plays. Auntie 
Mame, a 1950s play that was later 
turned into a Jerry Herman musical, 
tells the story of “an outrageous 
bohemian trailblazer” and her 
impact on her nephew.

14/48: The World’s Quickest 
Theater Festival (Jan 6–Jan 14): 
In a tradition that has lasted 
nearly 20 years, theater teams 
put together seven new shows in 
24 hours—and then repeat the 

experience the following week. 
This means that shows are writ-
ten on Thursday and performed 
on Friday. Watch the grueling but 
exciting birth of new theater.

The Cherry Orchard (Jan 31–Feb 
19): The Seagull Project and ACT 
Theatre present Anton Chekhov’s 
last play, The Cherry Orchard, 
directed by John Langs. The play—a 
strange mix of humor and trag-
edy—is about a group of family and 
friends hiding out in a Russian coun-
try estate as the world they know is 
about to fall apart.

Annex Theatre
1100 E Pike St, 728-0933,  
annextheatre.org

Scary Mary and the Nightmares 
Nine (Feb 10–Mar 4): Scary Mary 
and the Nightmares Nine sounds 
a bit like Dante’s Inferno—but 
with a fairy-tale spin and plenty of 
puppets. Mary must endure nine 
horrible nightmares to save her 
soul. Written by Amy Escobar and 
directed by Eddie DeHais.

Waning (Feb 14–Mar 1): In 
Waning, the main character, Luna, 
is a teenager, a black woman, 
queer—and now, pregnant. Written 
by Kamaria Hallums-Harris, directed 
by Sadiqua Iman, and co-produced 
with Earth Pearl Collective.

ArtsWest
4711 California Ave SW, 938-0339, 
artswest.org

Mothers and Sons (Jan 19–Feb 
11): Terrence McNally’s Mothers and 
Sons is a Tony Award-nominated 
play about queerness, AIDS, family, 
and romance. It’s a drawing room 

drama, showing just an hour and 
a half of the characters’ lives, and 
is about a woman visiting her late 
son’s former partner.

The Ballard Underground
2220 NW Market St, 395-5458, 
ghostlighttheatricals.org

The (curious case of the) 
Watson Intelligence (Jan 19–Feb 
4): The (curious case of the) Watson 
Intelligence is a strange, time-
hopping, interwoven story about 
men and machines named Watson, 
written by Madeleine George. This 
production is the Pacific Northwest 
premiere of the play (which was 
a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize 
in 2014) and will be directed by 
Steven Sterne.

Battle of the Bards (Feb 17–Feb 
18): This unique event allows the 
audience to take charge of the 
direction of Ghost Light Theatrical’s 
2017-2018 season. Three ensembles 
will perform scenes from three 
classical play adaptations, and then 
audience members will vote on their 
favorite, ultimately deciding which 
adaptation makes it into Ghost 
Light’s lineup.

Bathhouse Theater
7312 W Green Lake Dr N, 524-1300, 
seattlepublictheater.org

Christmastown: A Holiday Noir 
(Through Dec 24): If your holiday 
season lacks slinky dames, growl-
ing gumshoes, and hard-boiled 
bosses, try Seattle playwright Wayne 
Rawley’s Christmas noir.

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
(Dec 10—Dec 24): The Herdmans 
in Barbara Robinson’s 1971 novel 
are very, very badly behaved—can 
you imagine children smoking and 
shoplifting in a lighthearted kids’ 
book today? But when the children 
usurp a Christmas pageant and 
depict the Nativity in their own 
way, the book becomes a tribute 
to childish sincerity, even from the 

worst little hellions. Emily Purington 
directs this classic.

Book-It Repertory Theatre
305 Harrison St, 216-0833, book-it.org

Treasure Island (Through Dec 24): 
This production is based on the 
thrilling, touching adventure novel 
by Robert Louis Stevenson, adapted 
by Bryan Burch, and directed by 
Corey McDaniel.

Cocktail Theatre: Guilty 
Pleasures Style (Jan 19): The 
great literary classics of the world 
will be cheerfully mangled into 
camp theater.

Center Theater
Seattle Center Armory, 684-7200, 
seattlecenter.com

Bring Down the House (Jan 
25–Mar 12): This epic two-part 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s Henry 
VI trilogy, with an ensemble that 
features only women, was adapted 
by Rosa Joshi and Kate Wisniewski 
and will be directed by Rosa Joshi 
and produced in collaboration with 
upstart crow collective.

Cornish Playhouse at Seattle 
Center
201 Mercer St, 441-7178,  
cornish.edu/playhouse

Theater Anonymous Presents 
It’s a Wonderful Life (Dec 10): A 
one-night-only performance of It’s 
a Wonderful Life, with a real twist: 
nobody knows the cast, not even 
the cast. The cast members have 
never met each other, and have 
taken oaths of secrecy. They will 
literally pop up out of the audience 
and start participating. (In other 
words, if your spouse invites you to 
a show, don’t let your guard down. 
They might be playing George 
Bailey.) Doors open at 6:30 for 
pre-show cocktails, contests, and 
entertainment.

Elliott Bay Book Company
1521 10th Ave, 624-6600,  
elliottbaybook.com

Frank Lawler and Daniel Flint 
(Dec 12): Frank Lawler and Daniel 
Flint, creators of the humorous 
holiday show Holiday of Errors, 
present this (excerpted) staged 
reading and discussion.

Glenn Hughes Penthouse 
Theater
University of Washington, 543-4880, 
drama.washington.edu

The Inexplicable Redemption 
of Agent G (Through Dec 11): 
Playwright Qui Nguyen takes nerd/
comic culture, action movie high 
jinks, ninjas, and puppetry and 
genre-fucks them all into a goofy-
funny but ultimately substantive 
story about resilience and revenge 
*ahem* redemption. The story is, 
as is so often the case, metatheatri-
cal: Nguyen’s main character pulls 
him into the action and forces 
him to write a story he’s been put-
ting off for years. The rap battle 
between David Henry Hwang (as a 
character) and the playwright (as 
a character) is not to be missed. 
This show is directed by former 
Washington Ensemble Theatre co-
director Ali el-Gasseir, and it will 
run at the same time as Seattle 
Rep’s production of Nguyen’s 
Vietgone. GO SEE BOTH. RS

As You Like It (Feb 7–Feb 
19): You’ve heard that “all the 
world’s a stage,” and that’s from 
Shakespeare’s beloved As You Like 
It: a deeply funny play that says a 
lot about the foolishness of love. 
This production, directed by Jeffrey 
Fracé, is set in America in the 1950s.

Jones Playhouse
4045 University Way NE, 543-4880, 
drama.washington.edu

Maple and Vine (Jan 17–Jan 29): 
In this play, a stressed-out New 
York couple decides to toss out the 

PERFORMANCE
By Rich Smith and Julia Raban

THINGS TO DO WINTER

TIM SUMMERS

WHAT IT IS: ‘The Three Yells: Giselle Deconstruct.’ WHEN/WHERE: January 6–7 at the Cornish Playhouse at Seattle Center. WHY YOU SHOULD SEE IT: The show opens with a bunch of women dancers in dirty gold 
gowns crawling out of Tupperware storage containers like baby snakes while heavy industrial music booms and screeches.

http://12avearts.org/
http://acttheatre.org/
http://annextheatre.org/
http://artswest.org/
http://ghostlighttheatricals.org/
http://seattlepublictheater.org/
http://book-it.org/
http://seattlecenter.com/
http://cornish.edu/playhouse
http://elliottbaybook.com/
http://drama.washington.edu/
http://drama.washington.edu/
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trappings of their modern life in 
exchange for a gated community 
where everyone pretends to be liv-
ing in the 1950s. Written by Jordan 
Harrison and directed by Sean Ryan.

McCaw Hall
321 Mercer St, 684-7200,  
mccawhall.com

Odd Squad (Feb 6): Based on a TV 
show starring child agents tracking 
down nefarious villains, this inter-
active play enlists the help of kids 
in the audience to solve problems 
using STEM skills.

Moore Theatre
1932 Second Ave, 812-3284,  
stgpresents.org

Let the Right One In (Feb 
2–Feb 12): This play (adapted by 
Jack Thorne) is based on the novel 
and film of the same title by John 
Ajvide Lindqvist, and follows a 
friendship between a young child 
and a young vampire. This produc-
tion is presented by the National 
Theatre of Scotland. About the 
film, former Stranger staffer Paul 
Constant wrote, “By taking noth-
ing about the vampire legend 
for granted, and by leaving great 
swaths of mysteries unsolved, Right 
One can become a film about all 
kinds of things: the weird sexuality 
of burgeoning adolescents, how 
anger and violence can sometimes 
be a perfectly reasonable response 
in the proper situation, and how 
love is always completely, seriously 
fucked-up.”

Nordo’s Culinarium
109 S Main St, 790-5166,  
cafenordo.com

Christmas Is Burning (Through 
Dec 30): This sci-fi comedy/Christmas 
special will feature Sgt. Rigsby and 
his team of puppets—and for din-
ner, possibly some shepherd’s pie 
with reindeer.

A Moveable Feast (Feb 9–Mar 26): 
Café Nordo and Book-It will team 
up to bring you A Moveable Feast, a 
show based on Ernest Hemingway’s 
memoir about living as a struggling 
writer in 1920s Paris—paired with 
a four-course meal and signature 
cocktail. Conceived by Jane Jones 
and Judd Parkin, adapted by Judd 
Parkin, and directed by Jane Jones.

On the Boards
100 W Roy St, 217-9888,  
ontheboards.org

By Heart (Jan 12–Jan 15): This 
performance art/theater show 
created by Tiago Rodrigues is 
inspired by this quote from George 
Steiner: “Once 10 people know a 
poem by heart, there’s nothing the 
KGB, the CIA or the Gestapo can 
do about it. It will survive.” In the 
show, 10 people must memorize 
a Shakespeare sonnet (on stage, 
in real time) as “an act of political 
and artistic resistance.”

Seattle Immersive Theatre
701 Fifth Ave N, 747-3121,  
seattleimmersivetheatre.org

Krampus Christmas (Through 
Jan 1): Enjoy a cheery interactive 
Christmas horror show with bad 
Santa, creepy elves, and every-
body’s favorite Yuletide child-
torturer, the Krampus. Explore a 
snowy wonderland populated with 
unexpected denizens.

Seattle Public Theater
7312 W Green Lake Dr N, 524-1300, 
seattlepublictheater.org

The Liar (Jan 28–Feb 19): See into 
the fascinating world of a compul-
sive liar in David Ives’ adaptation 
of Pierre Corneille’s 17th century 
comedy.

Seattle Repertory Theatre
155 Mercer St, 443-2222,  
seattlerep.org

King Charles III (Through Dec 
18): This 2014 play written by Mike 
Bartlett—and here, directed by 
David Muse—is a blank verse com-
mentary on the accession and reign 
of King Charles III, the freedom 
of the press, and the British royal 
family.

Vietgone (Through Jan 1): So 
often we hear stories about the end 
of the American War in Vietnam 
that focus on the experiences of 
shellshocked American soldiers 
returning to a country they don’t 
quite understand anymore. But this 
ain’t your typical play about the 
legacy of that war. Directed by May 
Adrales and produced in association 
with Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 
Qui Nguyen’s geeky, formally adven-
turous, energetic love story centers 
on the lives of two Vietnamese 
immigrants as they travel around 
the US, learning the language and 
navigating the complexities of refu-
gee camps. Los Angeles Times the-
ater critic Charles McNulty says the 
play won him over with its innova-
tive use of music and language, but 
also “with its simple honesty.” RS

I’ll Get You Back Again (Dec 12): 
This reading/workshop presentation 
of I’ll Get You Back Again is part of 
the Seattle Rep’s The Other Season, 
a series highlighting new and 
developing theater. I’ll Get You Back 
Again (written by Sarah Gancher 
and directed by Rachel Chavkin) is 
“a meditation on what we’ve inher-
ited from the 60s via the reunion of 
a seminal psychedelic rock band.”

Early’s House (Feb 6): This reading/
workshop presentation of Early’s 
House is part of the Seattle Rep’s 
The Other Season, a series highlight-
ing new and developing theater. 
Early’s House (by award-winning 
playwright Nathan Alan Davis) is the 
third in a trilogy, and focuses on the 
story of “an African American fam-
ily carving out their existence in a 
Southern Illinois forest.”

Well (Feb 10–Mar 5): Well by Lisa 
Kron (who adapted the Broadway 
hit Fun Home) is a fourth-wall-
busting comedic play that deals with 
family, maternal relationships, and 
ideas of “illness” and “wellness.”

Seven Gables
911 NE 50th St, 632-8821, landmark-
theatres.com

Branagh Theatre Live: The 
Entertainer (Dec 14): Kenneth 
Branagh will star in John Osborne’s 
play as a dissolute, egotistical music-
hall performer with failing family 
relationships. The story is punctu-
ated with such sardonic songs as 
“Thank God I’m Normal” and “Why 
Should I Care.”

The Slate Theater
815 Seattle Blvd S,  
thepocket.org/slate

The Trojan Women (Jan 6–Jan 29): 
Caroline Bird’s take on Euripides’ 
The Trojan Women is set in the 
present day, in a prison hospital. 
Madness, suffering, and the feeling 
of being powerless in the face of 
great danger are transformed into 
horrifying and modern reality.

Taproot Theatre
204 N 85th St, 781-9707,  
taproottheatre.org

The Trial of Ebenezer Scrooge 
(Through Dec 30): What would hap-
pen if Scrooge, after being shown 
the error of his ways, charged 
Jacob Marley and the Christmas 
Spirits with trespassing, kidnapping, 
assault, and battery? Find out in this 
new adaptation by Mark Brown.

Theater Schmeater
2125 Third Ave, 324-5801,  
schmeater.org

The Twilight Zone: LIVE! (Through 
Dec 17): The Twilight Zone: LIVE! 
is a popular series that has been 
going on (off and on) for years, and 
it provides exactly what one would 
expect: three re-created 22-ish-min-
ute episodes, each one a really quite 
excellent facsimile of an original epi-
sode culled from the creepy ancient 
TV classic. ADRIAN RYAN

Town Hall
1119 Eighth Ave, 652-4255,  
townhallseattle.org

Classic Radio: Christmas Carol 
(Dec 9): This live radio drama offers 
a chance to hear and experience 
Charles Dickens’ lesson-filled holiday 
tale, A Christmas Carol. Starring 
KIRO radio’s Dave Ross as Ebenezer 
Scrooge, and produced and directed 
by Feliks Banel.

UW Meany Studio Theater
4100 15th Ave NE, artsuw.org/
venue/meany-studio-theater

Fucking A (Through Dec 11): 
Fucking A is an adaptation of 
Hawthorne’s’ The Scarlet Letter 
by badass playwright Suzan-Lori 
Parks. The play’s set in a nightmar-
ish Trumptopia in the middle of 
nowhere, and instead of “adul-
terer,” Hester’s red letter stands for 
“abortionist.” Despite the play’s 
heaviness, there’s plenty of humor 
in the dialogue, and the show is ulti-
mately about the lovebond between 
mother and son. Malika Oyetimein, 
who was featured on City Art’s 2016 
“Future List,” will direct. RS

Musical Theater
The 5th Avenue Theatre
1308 Fifth Ave, 625-1900,  
5thavenue.org

Disney’s The Little Mermaid 
(Through Dec 31): 5th Avenue 
Theatre’s production of Disney’s The 
Little Mermaid is like one giant fuck 
you to winter. And winter cometh. 
The air is colder. Don’t you just want 
to be under the water where every-
thing’s hotter? You do. But there’s 
more than just seasonal utility here. 
The music by Alan Menken is great, 
and lyricist Howard Ashman was 
a genius who did not enjoy nearly 
enough time on this planet. Seattle’s 
own Diana Huey will surely charm as 
Ariel, and I have every faith that the 
5th Avenue will come through with 
some underwater dazzle. Dazzle 
aside, in the consumerist glare 
of the holiday season, this show 
reminds us of the power of the 
human voice, promotes the joys of 
fostering an active imagination over 
the ease of passive consumption 
(compare snarfblatts), and advo-
cates for meaningful connections 
to others who are not like you. Not 
bad for a family-friendly affair. RS

The Pajama Game (Feb 9–Mar 5): 
Check out director Bill Berry’s pro-
duction of 1954 musical The Pajama 
Game for dazzling dances in a sig-
nature Fosse style, and hit numbers 
from Broadway’s Golden Age.

Arts West
4711 California Ave SW, 938-0339, 
artswest.org

Peter and the Starcatcher 
(Through Dec 23): Peter and the 
Starcatcher is a Tony Award-winning 
play about Peter Pan’s backstory—
written by Rick Elice, with music 
by Wayne Barker, and based on 
the novel by Dave Barry and Ridley 
Pearson.

Eclectic Theater
1214 10th Ave, 384-2930,  
eclectictheater.wordpress.com

American Idiot (Through Dec 10): 
American Idiot is a musical based on 
Green Day’s punk rock album/opera 

of the same name about the Iraq 
War, American culture, capitalism, 
identity, and more. This production 
will be directed by Georgina Spelvin 
with musical direction by Michael 
Alexander.

Moore Theatre
1932 Second Ave, 812-3284,  
stgpresents.org

A Christmas Carol, The 
Musical (Dec 9–Dec 10): This musi-
cal adaptation of Charles Dickens’ 
beloved holiday classic A Christmas 
Carol is presented by STG and 
Bishop Blanchet Drama.

Paramount Theatre
911 Pine St, 812-3284,  
stgpresents.org

Hedwig and the Angry Inch 
(Dec 13–Dec 18): John Cameron 
Mitchell and Stephen Trask’s Tony 
Award-winning rock musical 
Hedwig and the Angry Inch prom-
ises a fast-paced and deeply moving 
plot, genderqueer fabulousness, 
and glam rock numbers to get you 
moving. Directed by Tony Award 
winner Michael Mayer.

Finding Neverland (Jan 10–Jan 
15): Learn about the story behind 
Peter Pan in Finding Neverland, a 
musical about the life of playwright 
J.M. Barrie.

The King and I (Jan 24–Feb 3): STG 
presents Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
classic musical The King and I, a Tony 
Award-winning production featur-
ing songs like “Getting to Know 
You,” “Something Wonderful,” and 
“I Have Dreamed.”

Rent (Feb 21–Feb 26): 
Paramount hosts this touring 
production of Jonathan Larson’s 
Rent, the dated yet persistently 
enduring 1996 rock musical about 
sex, art, AIDS, drugs, death, and la 
vie boheme.

Seattle Musical Theatre
7210 62nd Ave NE, 363-2809,  
seattlemusicaltheatre.org

Little Women (Feb 17–Mar 12): 
The Tony Award-nominated musical 
Little Women (based on Louisa May 
Alcott’s enduring 1869 semi-autobi-
ographical novel) brings the stories 
of Jo, Meg, Beth, and Amy March to 
life with music and dance.

Seattle Repertory Theatre
155 Mercer St, 443-2222,  
seattlerep.org

Woody Sez: The Life and 
Music of Woody Guthrie (Jan 6–
Jan 29): Folk legend Woody Guthrie 
mixed his progressive politics with 
his music in a way that elevated 
both enterprises. He scrawled 
“This Machine Kills Fascists” across 
his acoustic guitar, wrote about 
Trump’s housing discrimination and 
racist slumlordery back when he 
was living in a tenement owned 
by the president-elect’s father, and 
acknowledged the oppression of 
Native Americans and other subju-
gated peoples even as he celebrated 
the beauty and promise of the US 
in songs such as “This Land Is Your 
Land.” (He wrote a whole mess of 
songs about this part of the country, 
too! If you haven’t already, check 
out The Columbia River Collection.) 
This show, directed by Nick Corley, 
presents a musical portrait of his 
life, with David Lutken in the lead-
ing role. RS

Village Theatre
303 Front St N, Issaquah,  
425-392-2202, villagetheatre.org

Singin’ in the Rain (Through Dec 
31): The splendid, gorgeous movie 
musical about the cinematic transi-
tion to “talkies” will take to the 
stage. Also playing at the Village 
Theatre Second Stage in Everett 
Jan 6-29.

Dance
12th Avenue Arts
1620 12th Ave, 12avearts.org

reSET (Feb 2–Feb 3): Curated 
by Mark Haim, Babette Pendleton, 
Ali Mohamed el-Gasseir, and 
Alice Gosti, reSET is a sort of arts-
share dance series put on by the 
Washington Ensemble Theatre. 
Choreographers perform new pieces 
using the set for whatever play the 
company happens to be producing 
at that time. The stage for Every 
Five Minutes will be reimagined to 
suit their artistic needs. RS

ARC Dance Space
9250 14th Ave NW, 352-0798,  
arcdance.org

Nutcracker Sweets (Dec 9–Dec 11, 
Dec 17): The Nutcracker is gorgeous, 
fantastical, romantic, unmissable—
but let’s face it, it’s a little long for 
hyperactive tykes (and those rats 
are a little scary). ARC Dance has the 
solution: an hour-long, child-friendly 
performance of the classic ballet. 
December 17 performances will take 
place at the Shorewood Performing 
Arts Center in Shoreline.

ArtsWest
4711 California Ave SW, 938-0339, 
artswest.org

The Little Match Girl Passion 
(Dec 11-12, Dec 19-22): ArtsWest 
presents The Little Match Girl 
Passion, a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
choral work by David Lang, featur-
ing performances by John Coons, 
Lisa Mandelkorn, Randy Scholtz, and 
Jenny Shotwell. The music—inspired 
by Hans Christian Andersen’s story 
“The Little Match Girl”—will be 
accompanied by hiphop dance cho-
reographed by UJ Mangune.

Benaroya Hall
200 University St, 215-4700,  
seattlesymphony.org

The Four Seasons (Dec 28–Dec 
29): An exploration of color and 
beauty, Vivaldi’s master work The 
Four Seasons has been paired with 
Four Seasons of Buenos Aires, a per-
formance of tango-inspired dance 
arranged by Argentinian composer 
Astor Piazzola, and featuring danc-
ers Touceda and Lucero.

Broadway Performance Hall
1625 Broadway, 325-3113,  
seattlecentral.edu

Constellation (Dec 9–Dec 10): 
Cyrus Khambatta’s company per-
forms wintry dances inspired by 
global ideas: “Korean folktales, the 
earth’s rotation amongst celestial 
bodies, and the impact humans 
have on one another.” For $30 total, 
dance enthusiasts can see a double 
bill: the troupe is also collaborat-
ing with Sergei Burlak Modern 
Line Dance Theater Company from 
Komsomolsk-on-Amur.

Cornish Playhouse at Seattle 
Center
201 Mercer St, 441-7178,  
cornish.edu/playhouse

Nutcracker (Dec 16–Dec 18): 
This collaborative production of 
the Nutcracker—featuring chore-
ography and staging by Vanesa 
Wylie, Heidi Gans, Christine Juarez, 
Leigh-Ann Cohen-Hafford, and 
Steve Casteel—will feature Cornish 
Preparatory Dance Company mem-
bers (and wee students ages 6-8) 
performing the holiday classic.

The Three Yells: Giselle 
Deconstruct (Jan 6–Jan 7): I saw 
an early, truncated version of this 
show at Northwest New Works 
Festival this year and I am pumped 
to see the whole, pulsing intensity 
of choreographer Veronica Lee-
Baik’s beast be brought to life. As 
I mentioned in a review from this 
summer, Giselle Deconstruct is a 
Butoh-influenced take on Giselle 

that reframes the popular ballet as 
a Buildungsroman from the per-
spective of the man-killing “Wilis.” 
The show opens with a bunch of 
women dancers in dirty gold gowns 
crawling out of Tupperware storage 
containers like baby snakes while 
heavy industrial music booms and 
screeches in the background. The 
dancers then hiss at each other, kiss 
occasionally, perform snake-like 
fights, and generally pubesce in 
a field of chest-shattering music 
before entering a cocoon phase. In 
general, it’s hypnotizing and super-
creepy display of powerful feminist 
#squadgoals that deconstructs and 
at times shows up the ballet it refer-
ences, as when the dancers slow-mo 
tip-toe off the stage with their hands 
outstretched like reptilian villains. RS

Whim W’Him presents 
SENSATION (Jan 20–Jan 28): 
SENSATION promises a variety of 
new works from exciting choreog-
raphers, including Larry Keigwin 
(Keigwin + Company), Penny 
Saunders (Hubbard Street Dance 
Chicago), and, of course, Olivier 
Wevers (Whim W’Him artistic 
director).

Erickson Theatre Off Broadway
1524 Harvard Ave, 329-1050,  
facebook.com/ericksontheatre

Buttcracker II...more crack! (Dec 
8–Dec 18): This festive and raunchy 
holiday show promises professional 
dance and holiday satire set to a 
hair-metal soundtrack.

Founders Theater
1621 12th Ave, 325-8773,  
velocitydancecenter.org

Glimpse 3 (Dec 16–Dec 17): This 
series of two-hour improvised per-
formance installations is described 
as a mix between “a 3D moving art 
installation, a visit to the zoo, and 
your living room,” and will feature 
music performed by Mike Vargas.

IKEA Performing Arts Center
400 S Second St, Renton,  
425-204-3454

The Snow Queen (Dec 10): 
Spectrum Dance presents this 
dramatic dance interpretation of 
Hans Christian Andersen’s tale 
The Snow Queen, dramatized 
and directed by Bob Gribas, cho-
reographed by Spectrum Faculty, 
and featuring students from the 
Spectrum Dance Theater.

McCaw Hall
321 Mercer St, 684-7200,  
mccawhall.com

George Balanchine’s The 
Nutcracker (Through Dec 28): 
Last year, Pacific Northwest Ballet 
replaced Maurice Sendak’s beloved 
pastel set with a brighter one by 
Ian Falconer, author of the Olivia 
the Pig children’s book series and 
longtime set designer. The symmetry 
of Falconer’s Nutcracker set would 
be obscene if it weren’t for thick 
cartoonish lines and Dr. Seuss–like 
stage elements. It’s hard not to 
see Wes Anderson’s influence, but 
Falconer leaves his own distinctive 
marks all over the place. If you 
haven’t seen this Christmas classic 
since you were a kid, you might give 
it a go this year. It is a deeply weird 
thing to see. RS

Cendrillon (Feb 3–Feb 12): The 
Pacific Northwest Ballet presents 
another take on a classic tale: 
this time, a ballet production 
with Jean-Christophe Maillot 
and Bernice Coppieters that 
offers a new take on the story 
of Cinderella, the ash-covered 
young woman who is (eventually) 
rewarded for her goodness.

Meany Hall
UW Campus, 543-4880, meany.org

Step Afrika! (Feb 16–Feb 18): 
Celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of painter Jacob Lawrence’s 
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SEATTLE + BELLEVUE + LYNNWOOD            
WWW.KATSUBURGER.COM

The glorious  

MT. FUJI!! 
Have you 

conquered it?

Saturday, Dec 10, 6:00 to 9:00PM 
with Gilbert and Jaime Hernandez, 

Ellen Forney, Jim Woodring, 
Peter Bagge, Simon Hanselmann and more!

Fantagraphics Bookstore Presents

1201 S. Vale St. | Georgetown | 206-658-0110
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206.763.9700  

SeattleDrumSchool.com

GIVE THE GIFT OF MUSIC!  
We teach guitar, bass, piano, 
voice, trumpet, woodwinds,  

rock band classes, and  
drums (duh!)

Coming soon  
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gofundme.com!
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GEORGETOWNGEORGETOWN

2ND SATURDAY ART ATTACK!
Please Visit 
     Beautiful
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     Beautiful

2ND SATURDAY ART ATTACK!

5501 Airport Way S. 
‘Round back by the tracks (206) 763-6764

georgetownliquorcompany.com

VEGAN & VEGETARIAN MENU
BOOZY TREATS • WEEKEND BRUNCH

VEG OUT!
GEORGETOWN’S 

PREMIER VEGAN & 
VEGETARIAN 

HOTSPOT

MONTHLY ART SHOWS
DECEMBER: DAVE RYAN (MANTICORE STENCIL)

5503 Airport Way S.
Georgetown • 206-767-8075

Visit us at www.cuttingboardseattle.com 

FREE  
PARKING!

60+ Sushi Rolls 
Teriyaki & Bento Boxes
Beer & Sake

Mon - Fri 10:30am-8:30pm

Sat 11:30am-8:30pm

Sun CLOSED

2nd Wed of Month CLOSED

 PARTY SUSHI PLATTERS!
order ahead!

Real Insurance 
from Real People
brian@maureenholloway.com 

425-271-0358

We’ve gotcha covered! 

*Car, Renters, Home, Life
* Business / Merchants  * Property Owners

*Car, Renters, Home, Life

M.L. Holloway 
Insurance
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birth—and witness an artistic rep-
resentation of African American 
migration out of the rural South—
with this multimedia performance 
that incorporates Lawrence’s iconic 
Migration Series with spoken word 
and stepping, performed by Step 
Afrika! (the first professional step-
ping dance company).

Moore Theatre
1932 Second Ave, 812-3284,  
stgpresents.org

Company Wayne McGregor: 
Atomos (Jan 20): Atomos is an 
ambitious show by British cho-
reographer Wayne McGregor, 
who is known for incorporating 
various artistic representations 
(especially visual art) into modern 
dance performance. 

On the Boards
100 W Roy St, 217-9888,  
ontheboards.org

CPR Practice (Jan 25–Jan 26): In 
CPR Practice, artist Geumhyung 
Jeong will attempt to revive a 
“dying” puppet/CPR dummy in a 
slightly creepy, slightly heartwarm-
ing performance that melds dance, 
puppetry, and theater. These per-
formances will take place at an off-
site location.

Oil Pressure Vibrator (Jan 
28, Jan 29): This has WTF sex vibes 
swirling all around it. Over the 
course of an erotic and humorous 
multi-media performance involving 
dance, video, and a CPR dummy, 
Korean artist Geumhyung Jeong 
confesses her love for an excavator 
machine. You know that monster 
Tonka truck thing that’s digging 
holes all around Seattle right now? 
That thing. RS

Awaiting Oblivion: 
Temporary Solutions for 
Surviving the Dystopian Future 
We Find Ourselves Within at 
Present (Feb 23–Feb 25): Tim 
Smith-Stewart and Jeffrey Azevedo 
present Awaiting Oblivion, a per-
formance that combines elements 
of street art, poetry, dance, theater, 
and more, coming together to 
portray a “radical fight for survival” 
within “our collapsing empire.”

Paramount Theatre
911 Pine St, 812-3284,  
stgpresents.org

Dancing with the Stars Live 
(Dec 21): Watch celebrities excel 
(or make fools of themselves) at 
dance performance in this edition 
of ABC’s Dancing with the Stars 
Live, featuring Lindsay Arnold, 
Artem Chigvintsev, Sharna Burgess, 
Val Chmerkovskiy, Emma Slater, 
Jenna Johnson, Gleb Savchenko, 
Keo Motsepe, Alan Bersten, Hayley 
Erbert, and more.

Batsheva Dance Company: Last 
Work by Ohad Naharin (Feb 11): 
The Batsheva Dance Company (a 
world renowned dance company 
based in Tel Aviv) presents Last 
Work by Ohad Naharin, which is 
a piece that incorporates a tread-
mill and was described by critic 
Jordan Beth Vincent as “a medita-
tion on futility.”

Seattle Repertory Theatre
155 Mercer St, 443-2222,  
seattlerep.org

Shot (Jan 19–Feb 4): Shot is an 
exploration of police brutality and 
racism through dance theater, pre-
sented as part of Spectrum Dance’s 
season examining American iden-
tity, race, and culture.

Shorecrest Performing Arts 
Center
15343 25th Ave NE, Shoreline, 
Shoreline, 361-4280,  
shorecrestpac.com

The Steadfast Tin Soldier: A 
Story Ballet (Dec 10–Dec 11): 
If you’ve already got your fill 
of The Nutcracker, try out The 
Steadfast Tin Soldier for another 
plot-driven holiday ballet. This 
production, presented by Dance 
Fremont, will feature live music 
and a cast of 70 dancers.

Theatre at Meydenbauer
11100 NE Sixth St, Bellevue,  
425-637-1020, meydenbauer.com/
theatre-meydenbauer

Chop Shop: Bodies of Work 
(Feb 18—Feb 19): The 10th anni-
versary of this contemporary 
dance festival will feature a ret-
rospective of international artists 
(including Christina Chan from 
the New Zealand School of Dance, 
Donald Sales from Vancouver’s 
Project20, and Alex Ketley from 
San Francisco’s Foundry) from the 
last decade, plus, as a new addi-
tion, Seattle’s Mark Haim.

Velocity Dance Center
1621 12th Ave, 325-8773,  
velocitydancecenter.org

Next Fest NW: pastFORWARD 
(Dec 9–Dec 11): See the newest 
and freshest ideas in contempo-
rary dance.

Cabaret & 
Burlesque
Can Can
94 Pike Street, 652-0832,  
thecancan.com

Can Can Cabaret Presents 
Wonderland (Through Jan 29): 
Can Can will transform its venue 
into a snowy chalet and populate it 
with teasing beauties.

Brunch Show: Cabaret Matinee 
(Every Fri & Sat): This one-hour 
show is safe for kids, a version of 
the evening performance with no 
nudity, no swearing, and nothing 
to offend. If you just want to see 
pretty people dancing and eat Chef 
John Gilbert’s creations with the 
fam, this cabaret is for you.

French Kiss (Feb 10–May 28): 
French Kiss is a sexy production 
that features dancers performing 
original choreography by Fae Pink, 
elaborate sets and projections, and 
themed food and cocktails.

Junk Yard (Every Thurs): This 
hunk-filled performance will be 
appreciated by birthday boys 
and brides-to-be alike. Abs are 
imminent.

The Midnight Show (Every Fri & 
Sat): Sleeping is so boring when you 
could be spending the wee hours 
with the foxy dancers of Can Can.

Wonderland New Year’s Eve 
(Dec 31): The semi-clothed denizens 
of Wonderland will help you end 
the year in sinful fashion.

Columbia City Theater
4916 Rainier Ave S, 723-0088, 
columbiacitytheater.com

The Best Burlesque Pageant 
Ever (Through Dec 10): Kutie 
LaBootie and other members of 
Stripped Screw crash an innocent 
Christmas pageant and cause much 
shock, horror, and arousal.

Burlesque Marathong (Dec 18): 
Cheer for the PNW’s fabulous bur-
lesque dancers in this live taping; 
the recorded acts are destined for 
“burlesque festivals around the 

world.” Support the likes of Maggie 
McMuffin, Scandal from Bohemia, 
Lexi Luthor, and other skin-baring 
luminaries.

Julia’s Restaurant
300 Broadway E, 860-1818, 
juliasrestaurantseattle.com

Magnifique (Through Dec 29): 
Gorejess hosts this burlesque/variety 
cabaret that will bring you back to 
the 1920s.

Rendezvous
2322 Second Ave, 441-5823, 
jewelboxtheater.com

The Emerald City Burlesque 
Revue (Dec 10): The Emerald City 
Burlesque Revue presents a classic 
burlesque show (“formed to pay 
tribute to the art of the tease and 
honor the enticing bumps and 
grinds of the legends”) starring 
Olatsa Assassin, Jovie DeVoe, and 
Karmen Sutra.

Live From Second Avenue (Dec 
20): Local burlesque performers 
will record their auditions for bur-
lesque festivals in front of a live 
studio audience.

Family Affair (Every Third 
Wed): Jennifer Jasper hosts this 
monthly variety show described as 
“cabaret, served up family style,” 
with each event benefiting a differ-
ent local, artistically engaged family 
dealing with an unexpected crisis.

Brutalesque: Holiday Onslaught 
(Dec 23): Brutalesque presents 
Holiday Onslaught, also known 
as A Seasonal Travesty of Epic 
Proportions. This irreverent holiday 
show, featuring tons of heavy metal 
and burlesque, promises (among 
other attractions) rhinestones, 
leather, and tentacles.

Devil’s Advocate at Midnight 
(Jan 6, Feb 3): End your Friday eve-
ning with sexy, late-night burlesque 
starring Jax Mourningwood, Willy 
Nilly, Boozie Cheeks, Effie DuBois, 
Delicatessen, Mystic Deflowered, 
Foxx LaCloud, and Malibu Bambie.

The Devil’s Advocates Present 
Guilty Pleasures (Every First Fri): 
Start every month oh-so-wrong 
with The Devil’s Advocates’ luscious 
burlesque performers.

Miss Fishnet’s Stripper 
Mysteries (Jan 27): Seattleites, 
here’s your annual chance to dress 
up—wear 1920s-themed outfits and 
be transported into a burlesque-
focused murder mystery (inspired 
by Miss Fisher’s) complete with din-
ner and cocktails.

Sinful Sisters Productions 
Presents: Animal Instincts (Feb 
25): Sinful Sisters Productions 
presents a variety show with 
draws including magic, comedy, 
belly dancing, burlesque, fusion 
art, and flow artists—plus, all 
proceeds (including the mid-show 
raffle) will go towards Emerald 
City Pet Rescue.

Theatre Off Jackson
409 Seventh Ave S, 340-1049,  
theatreoffjackson.org

Sunday Night Shuga Shaq (Dec 
11): “The only monthly all people 
of color burlesque revue in Seattle” 
struts its stuff at the progressive 
Theatre Off Jackson. No nudity, but 
lots of titillation.

Queer for All Seasons (Jan 6–Jan 
7): This event promises a year’s 
worth of queer performance includ-
ing drag, burlesque, music, and 
circus acts.

‘90s Burlesque Dance Party  (Jan 
19–Jan 21): The dream of the ‘90s 
is alive in Seattle—celebrate with 
IvaFiero’s combination burlesque 
show and dance party, where they’ll 
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blast your favorite radio dance 
hits from that glorious decade. 
Headlined by Sweetpea from 
Minneapolis, and featuring (among 
many other performers) Red Bone 
from San Francisco.

Mod Carousel  (Jan 28): Mod 
Carousel promises an evening of 
“boylesque sensations.”

The Triple Door
216 Union St, 838-4333, thetriple-
door.net

Land of the Sweets: The 
Burlesque Nutcracker (Dec 9–Dec 
29): Celebrate the 11th anniversary 
of The Burlesque Nutcracker with 
Lily Verlaine and Jasper McCann. 
If you’re looking for a sexy holiday 
show experience, this promises 
both familiar stories and exciting, 
clothes-dropping times.

J’Adore!: A Burlesque 
Valentine (Feb 9–Feb 14): Enjoy 
a sugary sweet Valentine’s Day 
burlesque performance from the 
Atomic Bombshells with special 
host Ben DeLaCreme.

Variety
ACT Theatre
700 Union St, 292-7676,  
acttheatre.org

Sandbox Radio: New & 
Improved (Dec 30): Look forward 
to new plays, songs, poetry, adap-
tations of classic literature, and 
appearances by special guests at 
this episode of Sandbox Radio, a 
podcast combining radio, theater, 
and music.

Gay City
517 E Pike St, 860-6969, gaycity.org

Gay Witch (Dec 8–Dec 11): This 
multidisciplinary arts showcase is 
focused on intersectional queer 
magic. They write: “Queers have 
always been witches. We are heal-
ers, spell casters, shape shifters 
and magicians. We pull our lives 
out of a hat. The world calls this a 
trick, a farce, a phony, a sparkling 
sleight of hand. We must know 
our lives are gloriously true and 
bravely our own.”

9 OUNCES: A One-Woman Show 
by Anastacia Tolbert (Dec 15–Dec 
18): This one-woman show, featur-
ing characters Alice, Luna, and 
Saraphina, was written by writer 
and performance artist Anastacia 
Tolbert and first premiered at the 
Project Room. The performance 
promises themes that loop around, 
interweave, and pop back through, 
with multiple characters portrayed 
by a single actor (Tolbert).

Apt (Jan 12–Jan 15): This variety 
show, presented by Tara Hardy, will 
feature stories and performances by 
sick and disabled LGBTQ artists.

Sweet T: The Physical Album 
(Feb 9–Feb 19): Sweet T: The 
Physical Album is a “performance 
practice/protest” centered on race, 
gender, and sexuality, by Dani Tirrell 
and Jhon Stronks.

Hale’s Palladium
4301 Leary Way NW, 297-1405, 
halesbrewery.com

Moisture Festival New Year’s 
Eve Extravaganza (Dec 31): This 
New Year’s spectacular features a 
variety show, appetizers, a cham-
pagne toast, minimalist comedian 
Godfrey Daniels, and a cascade of 
big red balloons at midnight.

Nordo’s Culinarium
109 S Main St, 790-5166,  
cafenordo.com

Madame Dragon’s 60th 
Birthday Party (Jan 12–Jan 22): 

Sara Porkalob is best known for her 
solo show, Dragon Lady, a hilarious 
family history featuring a badass 
Filipina grandma with a gangster 
past. The range of characters she’s 
capable of playing with fidelity, and 
her ability to create a fully fleshed-
out world onstage by merely 
switching back and forth between 
these creations, is impressive. RS

Teatro ZinZanni
222 Mercer St, 802-0015,  
zinzanni.org

Super Fun Party Time (Through 
Dec 17): Recess Monkey plays music 
along with Teatro ZinZanni’s cute 
story about the perfect birthday 
present. The show is targeted 
towards six-and-unders, but the 
whole family is invited.

Welcome to Wonderland 
(Through Feb 26): Teatro ZinZanni 
presents their latest dinner theater 
spectacle, this time featuring whim-
sical characters and strange plot-
lines inspired by Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland.

Joe’s Pub (Dec 17): Teatro ZinZanni 
and NYC’s Joe’s Pub at the Public 
present this monthly late-night 
series highlighting performance 
artists. The final show in December 
will feature Molly Pope, who Time 
Out New York named a Top Ten 
Cabaret Act in 2008 and 2012 and 
who Village Voice included in their 
“Best of NYC” in 2011 for “Best 
Singer to Turn Life into a Cabaret.”

Theatre Off Jackson
409 Seventh Ave S, 340-1049,  
theatreoffjackson.org

Sovereign: A Solo Series (Dec 
12): Sovereign is an interdisci-
plinary series that will highlight 
stories about queer womyn of 
color—this time, through theater, 
live music, and film. They promise 
a screening of musician and art-
ist Be Steadwell’s short film Vow 
of Silence, which is about Jade, 
who communicates through song 
instead of speech, featuring an 
original score by Be Steadwell 
(who describes her unique blend of 
genres as “queerpop”).

Dear White People (Feb 24–Feb 
25): Explore race through perfor-
mance (that will “bring levity to 
political language” and highlight 
a diversity of perspectives) at this 
event that will feature live music, 
burlesque, poetry, dance, and spo-
ken word.

Circus & 
Acrobatics
12th Avenue Arts
1620 12th Ave, 12avearts.org

Love & Gravity (Dec 9–Dec 18): As 
part of the 4HIGH Circus Series from 
Seattle circus company Acrobatic 
Conundrum, performers balanced 
20 feet in the air will demonstrate 
juggling acts, aerial and partner 
acrobatics, and stories about the two 
laws of attraction of the show’s title.

Volume 4: High Caliber Cabaret 
(Dec 29–Dec 31): Soar and flip 
into the new year with Acrobatic 
Conundrum’s athletic cabaret.

Edmonds Center for the Arts
410 Fourth Ave N, 
Edmonds, 425-275-4485,                                
edmondscenterforthearts.org

Peking Acrobats (Jan 25): The 
Peking Acrobats have been fea-
tured on TV, the stage, and the 
silver screen (you may have caught 
them in Ocean’s 11). Watch the fab-
ulous athletes do improbable feats 
with their bodies: human pagodas, 
somersaults, leaps, contortion, tum-
bling, and more.

Rendezvous
2322 Second Ave, 441-5823,  
jewelboxtheater.com

The Southern Sideshow 
Hootenanny Holiday Time 
Seattle Fundraiser (Dec 9): Raise 
money for the Southern Sideshow 
Hootenanny (a sideshow-centered 
professional development week-
end/festival) at this performance 
event featuring sideshow, circus, 
and cabaret.

Xfinity Arena
2000 Hewitt Ave, Everett,  
425-322-2600

Cirque Musica Holiday 
Spectacular (Dec 18): In what is 
basically a family-friendly holiday 
circus bonanza, this show combines 
the cast of traveling troupe Cirque 
Musica with a live orchestra playing 
seasonal classics, clowns, acrobats, 
aerialists, and dancers.

Drag
Kremwerk
1809 Minor Ave #10,  
kremwerk.com

Shelita Potroast’s Moist (Dec 29): 
Shelita Potroast will fete her 30th 
birthday and kick 2016 in the rear 
on its way out, with the help of 
sexy friends like DonnaTella Howe, 
Butch Alice, Hellen Tragedy, Fraya 
Love, and Londyn Bradshaw. Wear 
something “stupid and campy” and 
dance yourself into a new year.

KINGS: A Drag King Show (Every 
Last Sat): Flipping the traditional 
drag script, the Kings of Kremwerk 
will bring royalty to the stage, with 
a rotating monthly theme. 

Narwhal
1118 E Pike St, 325-6492,  
unicornseattle.com

Mimosas Cabaret: A Boob Job 
for Christmas (Through Dec 18): 
This boozy brunch theater experi-
ence, hosted by Isabella Extynn 
and local drag legend Mama Tits, 
promises an “over-the-top raucous” 
holiday spectacular with a breakfast 
buffet, brunch menu, a full bar, 
Jell-O shots, and of course, plenty 
of drag queens. The show will 
star Tipsy Rose Lee, Ruby Bouche, 
Sparkle Leigh/Dan Davidson, and 
Abbey Roads, performing choreog-
raphy created by Tipsy Rose Lee.

Oddfellows West Hall
915 E Pine

Homo for the Holidays 2016 
(Dec 8–Dec 26): This drag and bur-
lesque gigglefest features a bunch 
of wacky little holiday-themed skits 
that our own Dan Savage once 
called “FUCKING GREAT....FUCKING 
HILARIOUS!” Now in its ninth year, 
Homo for the Holidays is joined by 
Waxie Moon, with the likes and lik-
nessess of the great BenDeLaCreme 
and Cherdonna. You should get 
plastered before you go, if only to 
help make your yuletide gayer. RS

On the Boards
100 W Roy St, 217-9888,  
ontheboards.org

House of Dinah (Dec 7–Dec 11): 
Seattle director Andrew Russell and 
NYC playwright Jerome A. Parker 
present House of Dinah, a theatrical 
drag performance with music by 
Dinah Washington that follows the 
lives of five inter-generational black 
queens. This show—the Seattle 
premiere—exists in a place “where 
religious ritual meets drag perfor-
mance and Dinah reigns supreme.”

THINGS TO DO PERFORMANCE

http://door.net/
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Re-bar
1114 Howell St, 233-9873,  

rebarseattle.com

Dina Martina Christmas Show 

(Through Dec 31): You’d think the 

chubby-older-woman-with-a-hairy-

back-and-no-talent-but-thinks-

she’s-God’s-gift-to-singing shtick 

would get old, but it doesn’t, 

because Grady West, who inhabits 

her horrible fashion choices, is 

a world-class artist, a first-rate 

writer, and a comedy genius. (He 

has a Stranger Genius Award.) 

There’s something so enduringly 

brilliant about Dina’s incurably 

bonkers self-empowerment, but 

also something grim and beastly 

about who she would be without 

it. CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

Rendezvous
2322 Second Ave, 441-5823,  

jewelboxtheater.com

Santa Baby Drag King Show 

(Dec 11): Dapper Down Productions 

presents a naughty, femme-centric 

holiday show starring Miss Petite 

Coquette, Spikey Van Dikey, and a 

roster of drag kings.

Theatre Off Jackson
409 Seventh Ave S, 340-1049,  

theatreoffjackson.org

Bacon Strip: Sylvia’s Special 
Christmas Gifts (Through Dec 

17): Sylvia O’Stayformore’s holiday 

variety drag show will feature a 

different cast each night, composed 

of both newcomers and regulars, 

including Abbey Roads, Mona Real, 

and Betty Wetter.

Comedy
Annex Theatre
1100 E Pike St, 728-0933,  

annextheatre.org

Spin the Bottle (Every First Fri): 

This is Seattle’s longest-running 

cabaret and has seen just about 

everything—dance, theater, com-

edy, paper airplanes, tears, stunts, 

music, romance—from just about 

everyone.

Weird and Awesome with 
Emmett Montgomery (Every First 

Sun): On the first Sunday of each 

month, comedy, variety, and “a 

parade of wonder and awkward 

sharing” are hosted by the self-pro-

claimed “mustache wizard” Emmett 

Montgomery.

Laughs Comedy Club
5220 Roosevelt Way NE, 526-5653, 
laughscomedyclub.com

Tom Clark (Dec 8–Dec 9): Join 
deranged “boy next door” Clark for 
a stand-up set.

Bryan Kellen (Dec 16–Dec 17): This 
promising comedian was shortlisted 
as one of the “Top 100 Comedians” 
in the country by the Entertainment 
Business Journal.

The Dope Show (Dec 29): Tyler 
Smith presents the Dope Show, 
which offers two performances by a 
lineup of comedians: one delivered 
sober, then another delivered several 
(smoky) minutes later, totally baked.

Northwest Film Forum
1515 12th Ave, 267-5380,  
nwfilmforum.org

The Seattle Process with 
Brett Hamil (Jan 13): Described as 
“Seattle’s only intentionally funny 
talk show” and “a mudpie lobbed 
into the halls of power,” the Seattle 
Process with Brett Hamil offers poli-
tics, exasperation, information, and 
comedy.

Parlor Live Comedy Club 
Bellevue
700 Bellevue Way NE Suite 300, 
Bellevue, 425-289-7000

Comedy Roast of Tyler Lockett 
(Dec 18): Seahawk Tyler Lockett will 
get (playfully) knocked down by 
his colleague Michael Bennett, two 
ESPN commentators, local comics 
like Drew Barth, and other funny 
people itching to land a punch, like 
Kivi Rogers and Comedy Central’s 
Ashley Barnhill.

The Pocket Theater
8312 Greenwood Ave N, 303-803-
4589, thepocket.org

The Jelly (Dec 8 & 18, Jan 22 & 29): 
The Jelly crew invites all participants 
to put their names in a hat for a 
chance to participate in improvised 
shenanigans.

A Very Villains Holiday Jubilee 
(Dec 9): Seattle sketch group Villains 
pokes fun at holiday staples like vis-
iting relatives and too much mulled 
wine.

Christmas Cookies! (Dec 9–Dec 
10): Christmas Cookies! promises 
an hour of festive comedic variety, 
including Christmas songs, impro-
vised holiday stories, sing-alongs, 
original songs, and puppets—and of 
course, free cookies after the show.

Parlour Tricks with Aaron 
Wheeler (Dec 17): From his stint at 
the Grand Canyon Dinner Theatre 

comes Aaron Wheeler, with a 
one-man comedy magic show that 
promises “a world of laughter and 
amazement.”

Christmas S***show (Dec 
18–Dec 20): Baby Jesus & co. ring in 
the holiday season with a “peyote-
fueled” romp, and you’re invited to 
participate in the festivities with a 
drinking game.

Rendezvous
2322 Second Ave, 441-5823, jewel-
boxtheater.com

Turbo Turkey (Jan 1, Feb 5): At this 
show, Turbo Turkey promises long 
form improv, short form improv 
games, and sketch comedy.

Fist and Shout (Dec 14, Jan 11, 
Feb 8): Local comedic geniuses Elicia 
Sanchez and Marita DeLeon sail 
onto new territories with their latest 
project, Fist and Shout, a QTPOC-
centered comedy and variety show.

Ian & Bhama’s Black 
Christmas (Dec 17): Bhama Roget 
and Ian Schuelke present this 
Christmas special featuring sketches 
and songs about “the occult, porn 
stars, black metal, and presents.”

Scientist Turned Comedian Tim 
Lee (Jan 28): Stand-up comedian 
and biologist Tim Lee (known for his 
YouTube parodies of science semi-
nars) will present his “educational” 
comedy routine.

The Gay Uncle Time (Every First 
Wed): It’s an avuncular variety show 
starring Santa-esque comedian 
Jeffrey Robert and a rotating cav-
alcade of local stars, drag queens, 
storytellers, and weirdos. Get a 
healthy dose of history, comedy, and 
song from the gay uncle you always 
wished you had and his friends you 
always suspected were up to no 
good. MATT BAUME

Wine Shots: Comedy’s 
Happiest Hour (Every Second 
Sun): This all-female comedy variety 
show comes complete with an all-
female Michael Bolton cover band, 
Lightning Bolton. Every audience 
member gets a free shot of wine.

Comedy Nest Open Mic (Every 
Tues): The rules of this pro-lady 
stand-up night are refreshing in 
their simplicity: no misogyny, racism, 
homophobia, hatred, or heckling. 
Based on the size, quality, and diver-
sity of the crowds it attracts, the 
rules work.

The Slate Theater
815 Seattle Blvd S,  
thepocket.org/slate

Sketchy Santa (Dec 11): Each comic 
anonymously writes a scene for a 

fellow actor: “Like Secret Santa, 
with comedians.”

The Triple Door Theater
216 Union Street, 838-4333,  
thetripledoor.net

Hari Kondabolu with Elicia 
Sanchez (Through Dec 7): “Hari 
Kondabolu,” says original riot grrrl 
musician Kathleen Hanna, “is punk 
as fuck.” And it makes perfect 
sense that Kondabolu’s new com-
edy album, Mainstream American 
Comic, will be released on Olympia’s 
original punk record label Kill Rock 
Stars. Laugh till you cry at the live 
release show, then take the album 
home so you can make other people 
cry, too. He’ll perform with Elicia 
Sanchez, whom Lindy West called 
a “grumpy nugget of delight.” 
KELLY O

Men Are from Mars, Women Are 
from Venus (Jan 26–Jan 28): In the 
continuing popular culture battle 
of the genders, the popular ‘90s 
self-help book Men Are from Mars, 
Women Are from Venus is now a 
one-man traveling theatrical com-
edy show, full of sketches, tropes, 
gags, and novelty references.

Stand-up
Columbia City Theater
4916 Rainier Ave S, 723-0088,  
columbiacitytheater.com

Adam Ray (Dec 23): Actor and 
comedian Adam Ray comes back to 
Seattle after his Bumbershoot week-
end super-set for a night of modern 
everyman stand-up.

Comedy Underground
109 S Washington St, 628-0303, 
comedyunderground.com

Kabir Singh (Dec 31, Dec 31): 
Portland-born and Northern 
California-based Kabir Singh will 
perform a special New Year’s show.

Edmonds Center for the Arts
410 Fourth Ave N, 425-275-4485, 
edmondscenterforthearts.org

Edmonds Comedy Night X: 
Friday (Feb 17): Kermet Apio and 
other comedians from across the 
nation will do stand-up at this ben-
efit show for children’s charities.

Moore Theatre
1932 Second Ave, 812-3284,  
stgpresents.org

Tig Notaro (Dec 15): Comedian, 
writer, and actor Tig Notaro (whose 
memoir I’m Just a Person came out 
this year, and whose TV series One 
Mississippi premiered in 2015) puts 
a funny spin on topics including 
cancer, being a lesbian, and being 
a person.

Kathy Griffin (Jan 14): Human 
snark machine Kathy Griffin will 
comically eviscerate her enemies as 
part of her national “Like a Boss” 
comedy tour.

Bassem Youssef (Jan 26): 
Egyptian comedian Bassem Youssef 
hosted an incredibly popular—and 
notably controversial—satirical news 
show (Al Bernameg) and has been 
called “the Jon Stewart of the Arab 
world.” He made international news 
when a warrant was issued for his 
arrest due to comments he made 
on the show. Now he’s working 
on a project called The Democracy 
Handbook, which explores issues in 
the United States.

Neptune Theatre
1303 NE 45th St, 682-1414,  
stgpresents.org

Iliza (Dec 16): Super-productive 
comedian Iliza’s credits include 
Excused, Separation Anxiety, 
Freezing Hot, and being the 
2008 winner of NBC’s Last Comic 
Standing.

Parlor Live Comedy Club 
Bellevue
700 Bellevue Way NE Suite 300, 
Bellevue, 425-289-7000

Bill Bellamy’s Ladies’ Night Out 
Tour (Dec 8–Dec 10): Bill, former 
host of Last Comic Standing, will tell 
you “how to be a player.”

For the Record: Live Stand-Up 
Comedy Taping (Dec 14): Local 
stand-up talent (including Aaron 
Woodall, Alyssa Yeoman, and Chris 
Mejia) will be recorded for posterity.

Jon Lovitz (Dec 15–Dec 16): Yeah, 
that’s the ticket! See Jon Lovitz 
of Saturday Night Live and The 
Simpsons.

Kivi Rogers (Dec 16): The Parlor 
welcomes Kivi Rogers of The 
West Wing and Everybody Loves 
Raymond.

Tommy Davidson (Dec 23–Dec 24): 
Tommy Davidson of In Living Color, 
the indie film Black Dynamite, and 
Sharknado 4 will share his wit.

Annie Lederman (Jan 5–Jan 7): 
You may have already seen this L.A. 
comic on Chelsea Lately and Roast 
Battle.

John Caparulo (Jan 19–Jan 21): 
The host of the Domestic Disputes 
podcast and actor on Chelsea Lately 
will show his comedic range.

Lachlan Patterson (Feb 2–Feb 4): 
Lachlan Patterson was a runner-up 
on Last Comic Standing.

Bert Kreischer (Feb 9–Feb 11): 
Party boy Kreischer, the inspiration 
for National Lampoon’s Van Wilder, 
has gone on to host a travel show, 
Bert the Conqueror.

Jay Hollingsworth (Feb 23): “Big 
Irish Jay” has competed in several 
prestigious comedy competitions, 
winning March Comedy Madness 
and The Best of Boston.

Dave Attell (Feb 24–Feb 25): SNL’s 
Dave Attell has also been seen on 
Louie and The Jim Gaffigan Show.

WaMu Theater
800 Occidental Ave S, 628-0888, 
wamutheater.com

Louis C.K. (Dec 9): Sometimes 
I get a little tired of Louis C.K.’s 
pragmatic, mopey dad takes on 
American culture, but his comic 
genius is undeniable and his aim is 
true. Everything from his wildly suc-
cessful stand-up performances to his 
web series to his I-don’t-have-to-tell-
you-how-good-it-is TV show, Louie, 
is all about how difficult and humili-
ating it is to be a good person and 
parent in a fucked up world. That’s 
a truth worth remembering in this 
time of incessant moralizing. RS 
(Also performing at the Paramount 
Theatre on December 10.)

Improv
Atlas Theatre
3509 Fremont Ave N, 425-954-5618, 
seattlecomedygroup.com

The Double Feature: Hero 
Sandwich and Toast (Dec 9): Get 
two improv troupe shows for the 
price of one.

Blue Year’s Eve Show (Dec 31): 
See 2016 in raunchy style with 
improvisers inspired by the grossest, 
nastiest, bawdiest topics suggested 
by the audience—then revel in 
champagne, music, and dancing.

Full Disclosure: Where True 
Stories Feed the Laughs (Through 
Jan 28): The improv players share 
true, funny stories, then work these 
stories into an improvised show. 
Then they bring an audience mem-
ber’s anecdote to life.

The Blue Show (Through Feb 
4): Improvisers have been saving up 
their dirtiest material for The Blue 
Show, an emphatically adults-only 
improv comedy night that happens 
just once a month.

The Green Show (Every Third 
Sat): Come to the Atlas Theatre 
in “high spirits” (no smoking or 
vaping allowed inside) to enjoy 
this 21+ improv comedy show by, 
about, and for people who are 
thoroughly stoned.

Jet City Improv
5510 University Way NE, 352-8291, 
jetcityimprov.org

Austen Translation (Through 
Dec 23): This love story/improvisa-
tional comedy show is inspired by 
Jane Austen, and promises “stolen 
glances, carriage rides, and turns 
about the room.”

Uncle Mike Ruins Christmas 
(Through Dec 23): Mike Murphy 
(Uncle Mike) will reenact and 
trample over your fond Christmas 
memories.

Winter Wonderprov (Dec 11): This 
one-night-only holiday special prom-
ises two hours of improv comedy.

Twisted Flicks (Dec 29-30, Jan 
28, Feb 23-25): Improvisers re-dub 
cheesy “B” movies—including 
Rudolph’s Shiny New Year, The Lost 
World, and Hercules Unchained—
according to audience suggestions.

Britain’s Baking Challenge (Jan 
12–Feb 10): During this improvised 
comedy show, the actors (portray-
ing reality show contestants on a 
certain very popular British baking 
show) will bake real confections live 
on stage.

Seattle Festival of Improv 
Theater (Feb 15–Feb 19): The Seattle 
Festival of Improv Theater promises 
five days of improvisational theater 
and comedy, featuring performers 
from around the world.

Theatre Off Jackson
409 Seventh Ave S, 340-1049,  
theatreoffjackson.org

As You Wish (Feb 2–Feb 11): 
Seattle Experimental Theater’s 
improvised take on the delightful 
and hilarious movie The Princess 
Bride will be directed by Paul Levy, 
and will hopefully feature some 
entertaining Rodents of Unusual 
Size and comical full-body rolls.

Unexpected Productions’ 
Market Theater
1428 Post Alley, 587-2414,  
unexpectedproductions.org

A(n Improvised) Christmas Carol 
(Through Dec 24): You may think 
you know the story of A Christmas 
Carol, but you have no idea. Watch 
a team of improvisers re-create 
Dickens’s tale based on audience 
suggestions.

Duo Comedy Showcase (Every 
Wed): Pairs of performers will enter-
tain at this social showcase featuring 
all styles and forms of comedy.

The Improv Duo Comedy Show 
(Through Dec 28): At Unexpected 
Productions’ Wednesday night 
improv shows, pairs of comedians 
take the stage to make you laugh 
while drawing inspiration from the 
audience.

Improv Happy Hour (Every Fri & 
Sat): Featuring edgy improv of vari-
ous varieties.

Seattle Theatresports! (Every Fri 
& Sat): The long-running late-night 
improv comedy shebang.

2016 X-Treme New Year’s 
Theatresports (Dec 31): This 
“comedy improv battle” aims to 
make you laugh until you forget 
your dread of 2017. Twenty impro-
visers face off in four teams, and 
it’s the audience’s job to score 
their antics. They’ll bring the 
streamers and champagne for the 
stroke of midnight.

THINGS TO DO PERFORMANCE

GAJINKIM

WHAT IT IS: ‘Oil Pressure Vibrator.’ WHEN/WHERE: January 28–29 at On the Boards. WHY YOU SHOULD 
SEE IT: This has WTF sex vibes swirling all around it. 
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DEC 8
Christmas Traditions
For the eighth year, the Northwest 
University Concert and Chamber 
Choirs and Coro Amici, joined by 
the Kirkland Civic Orchestra, pres-
ent Christmas Traditions, a concert 
that brings together holiday classics, 
carol arrangements, and sing-alongs 
for the whole family.
Benaroya Hall, $15, 7:30 pm

DEC 9-11
¡Navidad! – Christmas Music 
From New and Old Spain
Pacific MusicWorks blends the 
colonial Latin American musical 
traditions from Italian, Spanish, 
African, Portuguese, and Native con-
tributions for a performance of the 
Christmas Villancico, a rhythmic and 
rustic form of retelling the Christmas 
story using the sounds of guitar, 
harp, harpsichord, and other strings, 
with a quartet of voices.
Edmonds United Methodist Church, 
$20/$45, 7:30 pm (Dec 9); Benaroya 
Hall, $20-$45, 2 pm (Dec 11)

Holiday Pops
Broadway star Nicole Parker, 
acclaimed conductor Stuart Chafetz, 
and the University of Washington 
Chorale headline a program of holi-
day favorites.
Benaroya Hall, $36-$96, 8 pm

DEC 10
Seattle Girls Choir: A Gift of Song
All six Seattle Girls Choir levels, 
from ages 5 to 18, host their annual 
winter holiday concert, performing 
seasonal tunes for treble voices.
Town Hall, $15-$20, 1:30 pm

Guitar Studio Recital: Students 
of Michael Partington
Classical guitarist Partington has 
received many accolades over 
the years; to quote a reviewer 
from Soundboard, he plays with 
“great dynamic breadth, variety 
of timbre, and deft phrasing.” At 
this recital, you can hear what UW 

students have learned from the 
master musician.
Brechemin Auditorium, Free, 7:30 pm

Jonathan Biss
The “unerringly sophisticated” pia-
nist Jonathan Biss will perform his 
own patented program known as 
“The Late Style,” which explores the 
late works of Beethoven, Brahms, 
and Kurtag.
Meany Hall, $40/$45, 7:30 pm

Magical Strings 38th Annual 
Seattle Celtic Yuletide Concert
The Bouldings, a big, musical 
Northwest family, make up a Celtic 
string ensemble. This season, they 
will inspire some holiday craic with 
the help of the Tara Academy of 
Irish Dance, Dublin-born guitarist 
Colm MacCárthaigh, and other col-
laborators.
Town Hall, $12-$28, 7:30 pm

A Very Choral Christmas with 
Northwest Chorale
Celebrate the holiday season with 
a free, family-oriented concert of 
holiday favorites performed by the 
Northwest Chorale.
Lutheran Memorial Lutheran 
Church, Free, 7:30 pm

DEC 10-22
Silver & Soul
Seattle Men’s Chorus will celebrate 
this season with their annual holiday 
concert, an evening of beloved car-
ols, gospel harmonies, and musical 
classics to keep you warm this winter. 
Benaroya Hall, $32-$84, 2 pm

DEC 10-23
A Festival of Lessons & Carols
Northwest Boychoir will join with 
Vocalpoint! Seattle to present the 
story of the Nativity told through 
reading, choral arrangements, and 
audience-participation carols.
Trinity Lutheran Church (Dec 10); St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church (Dec 11); 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church (Dec 
16); St. Mark’s Cathedral (Dec 17, 
20-21); St. Alphonsus Church (Dec 

22); Benaroya Hall (Dec 23)

DEC 11-12
Holiday Pops
The Cascade Symphony Orchestra 
will perform classical holiday favor-
ites like Overture to Die Fledermaus, 
Pizzicato Polka, and Kaiser Waltzes 
op. 437 by Johann Strauss, Seletsky/
Marcus' Chanukah Medley, 
Anderson's Sleigh Ride, pieces from 
Tchaikovsky's The Nutcracker. Plus a 
sing-along!
Edmonds Center for the Arts, $27, 
7:30 pm

DEC 13
The Irish Tenors’ Holiday Concert
Ronan Tynan, Anthony Kearns, and 
Finbar Wright together are the Irish 
Tenors, a world-renowned vocal 
group who will perform holiday 
classics and traditional pieces from 
the Emerald Isle. 
Benaroya Hall, $55-$152, 7:30 pm

DEC 14
J.S. Bach’s Christmas 

Magnificat
Originally written for Christmas 
Vespers in 1723, this rousing per-
formance of the original version of 
J.S. Bach’s Magnificat in E flat major 
will illuminate vignettes of the 
Nativity story. Conductor Alexander 
Weimann will lead the Northwest 
Baroque Masterworks ensemble, 
including five soloists, a full baroque 
orchestra, three trumpeters, and a 
timpani in song.
Town Hall, 7:30 pm

DEC 16
A Byzantine Christmas
As directed by Dr. Spyridon 
Antonopoulos of Cappella Romana 
and presented in collaboration with 
the Greek Institute of Cambridge, 
the Boston-based chorale ensemble 
Psaltikon will perform Byzantine 
chant pieces and traditional Greek 
carols known as kálanda for this 

holiday season production.
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox 
Church, $10-$44, 7:30 pm

DEC 16-18
The Coats Annual Holiday 
Concert
Seattle vocal band The Coats return 
for their annual holiday concert, 
a night of seamless a cappella 
arrangements of holiday classics and 
more contemporary favorites.
Benaroya Hall, $39.50, 7:30 pm

Handel’s Messiah
You’ve heard the imitations and 
seen the “alternative” takes on 
Handel’s classic; you may as well 
take in the towering work per-
formed by our own renowned 
Symphony while you’re at it, with 
conductor Stephen Layton.
Benaroya Hall, $26-$89, 8 pm

DEC 17
A Candlelight Christmas

Musician Andre Feriante presents 
an evening of holiday magic and 
wonder, with performances of early 
Christmas classics, a retelling of 
the Christmas story, and a blend of 
traditional songs presented as trios, 
duos, and solos with vocals, piano, 
and Andre’s variety of stringed 
instruments, including his classical 
harp guitar.
Icicle Creek Center for the Arts, $12-
$22, 7:30 pm

DEC 18
Sunnier, Rainier: A String 

Quartet for Seattle
Presented by the Serendipity 
Quartet, this world premiere of 
Adam Stern’s newest string quartet, 
“Crossroads,” explores the natural 
setting of Seattle with an objective 
musical portrait of the city, as well 
as performances of two audience 
favorites: Shostakovich’s   String 
Quartet No. 8 and  Dvořák’s  String 
Quartet No. 12.
Town Hall, Free, 7 pm

DEC 19
The Pageant of the Nativity: A 

Celtic Telling
Join together with the Choir School 
choristers, Cathedral Evensong 
Choir, and children’s choir of Saint 
Mark’s Cathedral in their dramatic 
retelling of the Nativity story, 
replete with costumed finery, visual 
art among the cathedral architec-
ture, and over 50 choristers with 
Celtic fiddle and harp arrangements.
St. Mark’s Cathedral, Free, 7 pm

DEC 19-20
Ensign Symphony & Chorus: A 
Joyeux Noel
Ensign Symphony & Chorus begin 
their new season with A Joyeux 
Noel, an evening of lush holiday tra-
ditions explored through song and 
orchestral arrangement, with guest 
conductor Maestro Fabio Pirola.
Benaroya Hall, $18-$38, 7:30 pm

DEC 29
Byron Schenkman & Friends: 
Bach & Corelli
Renowned harpsichordist and 
Klezmer music scholar Byron 
Schenkman will helm the harp-
sichord for an evening of duo-
based music with violinist Ingrid 
Matthews, both performing sonatas 
by Johann Sebastian Bach and 
Arcangelo Corelli.
Benaroya Hall, $10-$42, 7 pm

DEC 30
Vivaldi Untuxed

Enjoy the four violin concertos of 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons during a spe-
cial edition of “Untuxed,” a low-key, 
no-intermission way to enjoy the 
Seattle Symphony without worrying 
about what the bourgeoisie will 
think of your hat and tails.
Benaroya Hall, $13-$55, 7 pm

DEC 31
New Year’s Eve Classical Soul of 
Motown
Witness the Seattle Symphony 
parade through the New Year with 
Broadway stars Capathia Jenkins and 
Darius de Haas, and guitarist Michael 
Nicolella, as they play orchestral 
interpretations of Motown and soul 
classics while the clock strikes for-
ward into the New Year.
Benaroya Hall, $56-$154, 9 pm

JAN 5-8
Beethoven Symphony No. 9

Seattle Symphony conductor 
Ludovic Morlot kicks the New Year 
off right with “Ode to Joy,” from 
Beethoven’s masterwork Symphony 
No. 9, with additional music by 
France’s colorful mystic Messiaen.
Benaroya Hall, $28-$122, 7:30 pm

JAN 6
A Celebration of the Chinese 

New Year
Welcome the Year of the Rooster 
with Mae Lin of the Seattle 
Symphony as they perform the 
“Butterfly Lovers” Violin Concerto, 
a piece “based on an eastern story 
about star-crossed lovers and 
inspired by Chinese folk music.” 
Resonance’s classical programming 
director, Julia Tai, will also be present, 
singing traditional Chinese songs.
Resonance at SOMA Towers, $20, 
8 pm

JAN 9
Pathetique
Think "full of pathos" rather than 
"pathetic." The Cascade Symphony 
Orchestra will melt your insides with 
sweet emotion: hear Mosolov's The 
Iron Foundry op. 19, Saint Saens' 
Morceau de Concert op. 94 for 
Horn & Orchestra, Mozart's Horn 
Concerto No. 3 K. 447 in E Flat Major 
with Jeffrey Fair on French horn, 
and Tchaikovsky's Symphony No. 6 

op. 74 in B Minor (Pathetique).
Edmonds Center for the Arts, $27, 
7:30 pm

JAN 10
sound|counterpoint: The 
Harmonious Society of Tickle-
Fiddle-Gentlemen
In an effort to plumb new realms 
through the performance and 
interpretation of classical music, 
sound|counterpoint presents The 
Harmonious Society of Tickle-Fiddle-
Gentlemen. The sound|counterpoint 
players will showcase special 
arrangements of sampled pieces 
from the libraries of Thomas Britton 
and Gottfried Finger, featuring 
music by Locke, Purcell, Matteis, and 
others, with an emphasis on the 
musical legacy of London at the end 
of the 17th century.
Folio: The Seattle Athenaeum, 
$20/$25, 7 pm

JACK Quartet
Babes of the contemporary classi-
cal music scene JACK Quartet take 
the UW campus by storm in the 
most genteel way possible with 
their string-centered program of 
selections by Morton Feldman, Ruth 
Crawford Seeger, Derek Bermel, 
Julia Wolfe, and Iannis Xenakis.
Meany Hall, $37-$42, 7:30 pm

The Music of David Bowie 
with the Seattle Symphony
Well. You will either love or hate 
this if you are a David Bowie fan. 
The beauty of any Bowie tribute 
is that his music is fantastic. The 
problem of any Bowie tribute is 
that an orchestra is not made of 
David Bowie. Even an orchestra with 
a rock band. Still, we just felt you 
should know that this is happening 
so that you can swim at your own 
risk. The guest conductor is Brent 
Havens, a TV/film gentleman who 
is arranger/guest conductor for 14 
symphonic rock programs, includ-
ing the Music of Led Zeppelin, the 
Music of the Doors, the Music of 
Pink Floyd, the Music of the Eagles, 
the Music of Queen, the Music 
of Michael Jackson, the Music of 
The Who, The Music of Whitney 
Houston, the Music of The Rolling 
Stones, the Music of U2, the Music 
of Journey, the Music of Elton John, 
the Music of David Bowie, and the 
Music of Prince! JG
Benaroya Hall, $36-$100, 7:30 pm

JAN 11
Louis Lortie
French-Canadian pianist Louis 
Lortie crosses the border for an 
evening of explorations through 
the Etudes and Preludes for piano 
by Frederic Chopin.
Meany Hall, $40-$45, 7:30 pm

JAN 12
Lecture-Recital: Dainius 
Vaicekonis
This lecture-recital delves into the 
structures of Beethoven’s last three 
piano sonatas. Vaicekonis, a native 
of Lithuania and UW alum, now 
heads the keyboard studies faculty 
of Seattle Pacific University.
Brechemin Auditorium, Free, 7:30 pm

JAN 14
Musica Pacifica: Alla Napolitana
Baroque ensemble Musica Pacifica 
presents Alla Napolitana, a collec-
tion of rarely performed chamber 
concertos for recorder, violin, and 
continuo, by the Italian masters 
Alessandro Scarlatti, Nicola Fiorenza, 
and Francesco Mancini.
Benaroya Hall, $26-$46, 7:30 pm

Opera Workshop: Mozart Scenes
Dynamo soprano Cyndia Sieden 
and conductor/lutenist Stephen 
Stubbs will work with UW vocal 
students on some of the greatest 
music ever written for singers. Hear 
what goes into a top-tier perfor-
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mance of Mozart.
UW Meany Studio Theater, $10, 
7:30 pm

JAN 14-28
La Traviata

Giuseppe Verdi’s classic tale of a 
courtesan who finds love gets the 
full stage treatment this season with 
the Seattle Opera. This production 
will be performed in the original 
Italian, with English subtitles.
McCaw Hall, $25-$292

JAN 15
Littlefield Organ Series: Timothy 
Olsen
It’s little wonder you find organs 
in churches: few other instruments 
are as efficient at blasting you into 
a state of awe. Timothy Olsen, 
professor at the University of North 
Carolina School of the Arts and 
Associate Professor of Organ at 
Salem College in Winston-Salem, 
will play UW’s Littlefield Organ.
Kane Hall, Walker-Ames Room, 
Free, 3 pm

JAN 15 & 17
Early Music Underground: The 
Extraordinary Ignatius Sancho
The Early Music Underground 
House Band and acclaimed tenor 
Zach Finkelstein host a night of 
celebration for the life and legacy 
of 18th century composer, author, 
playwright, abolitionist, and busi-
nessman Ignatius Sancho. Admission 
includes a tasting fee for five differ-
ent wines from Northwest Cellars.
Northwest Cellars, $25, 3 pm 
(Jan 15);  Naked City Brewery & 
Taphouse, $20, 7 pm (Jan 17)

JAN 19
Guest Artist Master Class & 
Recital: Arthur Greene
University of Michigan faculty 
member and pianist Arthur Greene 
has recorded the acclaimed piano 
sonatas of composers Scriabin 
and Bolcom for distribution label 
Naxos’ series Toccata Classics, and 
performed Brahms’ complete solo 
piano works in Boston. He will aid 
UW piano students in developing 
their technique in a free master 
class, followed by a solo recital in 
the evening.
Brechemin Auditorium, Free, 3:30 
pm (class) & 7:30 pm (recital)

JAN 19-20
Shostakovich Concerto Festival 
Benaroya presents a two-night 
series of Shostakovich’s instrument-
specific concertos, beginning, natu-
rally, with the First Cello Concerto, 
widely considered to be one of the 
most difficult concerted works for 
cello, and continuing on the second 
night with the First Violin Concerto 
and Second Cello Concerto. 
Benaroya Hall, $21-$111

JAN 20-29
Seattle Chamber Music Society 
Winter Festival
The Seattle Chamber Music Society 
presents its winter season program 
with a two-weekend festival of 
six concerts flanked by free pre-
concert recitals. Nineteen acclaimed 
musicians are featured this year, 
including internationally renowned 
soloists, principals with major US 
orchestras, and top competition 
winners, like violinist Sean Lee, cel-
list Denis Brott, and pianists Anne-
Marie McDermott, Anton Nel, and 
Orion Weiss.
Benaroya Hall, $12-$294

JAN 21-22
Gallery Concerts: The Three 
Gambists
In memory of medieval music 
specialist Margriet Tindemans, and 
presented in collaboration with 
Pacific Northwest Viols, The Three 

Gambists includes performances 
from guest artists Joanna Blendulf, 
John Dornenburg, and Elisabeth 
Reed on violas da gamba and Jillon 
Stoppels Dupree on harpsichord. 
They’ll be playing the music of J. 
S. Bach on Saturday and selections 
from the Court of Louis XIV on 
Sunday, along with the music of 
Marais, Sainte Colombe, and others.
Queen Anne Christian Church, $15-
$35, 7:30 pm

JAN 22
Seattle Festival Orchestra: 
Russian Masterworks
Join the Seattle Festival Orchestra 
at their new location for a program 
of Russian masterworks helmed by 
conductor Wesley Schulz, who will 
be facilitating the performances of 
pieces by composers Mussorgsky, 
Tchaikovsky, and Kalinnikov.
Plymouth Congregational Church, 
$10, 3 pm

JAN 23
Watjen Concert Organ Recital & 
Demonstration
Resident Benaroya organist Joseph 
Adam will present a free organ 
demonstration recital, pulling from 
his vast repertoire of nuanced organ 
classics, in conjunction with a build-
ing tour of Benaroya Hall.
Benaroya Hall, Free, 12:30 pm

JAN 26
Side-by-Side Concert with 
University of Washington 
Symphony Orchestra
Side-by-Side concerts pair the Seattle 
Symphony with another musi-
cal group for a session of classical 
jams and witnessing masterworks 
together. This session features the 
University of Washington Symphony 
Orchestra performing pieces by 
Beethoven, Shostakovich, Berlioz, 
Copland, and Gershwin, with solo-
ist and Seattle Symphony Piano 
Competition winner Kevin Ahfat.
UW Meany Theatre, Free, 7:30 pm

JAN 26 & 28
Mendelssohn & Schubert
Seattle Symphony will explore 
the music created by composers 
Mendelssohn and Schubert as an 
inspired young duo, along with 
Ravel’s tribute to those who died 
young, Le tombeau de Couperin.
Benaroya Hall, $22-$122, 7:30 pm

JAN 27
Schubert Untuxed

Enjoy the endless current of melody 
that is the Fifth Symphony of 
Schubert during a special edition 
of “Untuxed,” a low-key, no-inter-
mission way to enjoy the Seattle 
Symphony without worrying about 
what the bourgeoisie will think of 
your hat and tails.
Benaroya Hall, $13-$55, 7 pm

Music of the Finnish Orthodox 
Church
Portland-based professional choir 
Cappella Romana will perform 
Einojuhani Rautavaara’s avant-garde 
composition All-Night Vigil, featuring 
Grammy-winning basso profundo 
Glenn Miller and directed by Finnish 
conductor Timo Nuoranne.
St. Mark’s Cathedral, $10-$44, 7:30 pm

Cornish Presents: Scrape
Scrape is a 16-piece string orchestra 
featuring top-tier professionals ready 
to get wild; they’ll be performing 
compositions by trumpet player, 
composer, and teacher Jim Knapp.
PONCHO Concert Hall, $5-$15, 8 pm

[UNTITLED] 2
At the latest installment of the 
incredibly popular (and wonderful) 
late-night, lie-on-the-floor-if-you-
want-to concert experience from 
Seattle Symphony’s most risk-taking 
players, you’ll hear a few of the 
options chosen by composers work-

ing within the Soviet system of rule, 
which had its own ideas about what 
kind of music was allowed, was 
best, was loyal. (Maybe we will be 
receiving messages like this from 
our own government soon, so listen 
up.) The program features three 
takes from during and after the 
Cold War: Alexandre Rabinovitch-
Barakovsky’s Récit de Voyage, 
described as mystical minimalism; 
Galina Ustvolskaya’s Octet for 4 
violins, 2 oboes, timpani and piano, 
titled “The Lady With the Hammer” 
(“alternately fascinating and alarm-
ing”); and Pavel Karmanov’s The 
City I Love and Hate, a piano sextet 
he wrote in 2012. JG
Benaroya Hall, $16, 10 pm

JAN 27-FEB 4
Those Who Remain: After 

Hours
The installation of Those Who 
Remain: Concerto for Installation 
and Improviser—on view during 
museum hours at Seattle’s Asian 
Art Museum—will be animated by 
four separate performances, each 
with different artists and musi-
cians: Wayne Horvitz on keyboards, 
Skerik on saxophone, Beth Fleenor 
on clarinet, and Yukio Suzuki as 
lead dancer on January 2; Stuart 
Dempster on trombone, Greg 
Campbell on percussion, and Suzuki 
on January 31; violinist Alex Guy, 
trumpeter Ray Larson, and Suzuki 
on February 3; and Ivan Arteaga on 
saxophone, Peggy Lee on cello, and 
Suzuki on February 4. The piece was 
created by Seattle’s Horvitz with the 
Japan-based artists Suzuki (dancer/
choreographer) and video artist/VJ 
Yohei Saito. JG
Asian Art Museum, $10/$15, 7:30 pm

JAN 28
Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 24
Virtuosic Seattle pianist Allan 
Dameron joins the Philharmonic 
for a dark and passionate perfor-
mance of Mozart’s Piano Concerto 
No. 24, a work known for its 
“simultaneous darkness of spirit 
and stunning lyricism.”
Benaroya Hall, $20-$30, 2 pm

JAN 29
Side-by-Side Concert 

with Roosevelt High School 
Symphony Orchestra
Side-by-Side concerts pair the 
Seattle Symphony with another 
musical group for a session of 
classical jams and witnessing mas-
terworks together. This session 
features the Roosevelt High School 
Symphony Orchestra performing 
a Gershwin favorite, An American 
In Paris, with Seattle Symphony 
Young Artist Andrew Angelos in a 
performance of Dukas’ Villanelle 
for Horn and Orchestra.
Benaroya Hall, Free, noon

JAN 30
Faculty-Student Chamber 
Concert
Violinist Tekla Cunningham, a UW 
faculty artist, and acclaimed flautist 
Janet See will lead music students 
in quintets and quartets by Mozart, 
Mendelssohn, and others. Hear 
accomplished and budding musi-
cians on period instruments.
UW Meany Theatre, Free, 7:30 pm

FEB 1
Escher Quartet
Named by The Washington Post 
as “one of the top young quartets 
before the public today,” the Escher 
Quartet has arranged a string-based 
program of thoughtful selections by 
Beethoven, Werben, and Debussy.
Meany Hall, $40-$45, 7:30 pm

FEB 2
Scholarship Chamber Group: 
Evergreen Trio

THINGS TO DO CLASSICAL MUSIC & OPERA
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Natalie Ham (flute), Vijay Chalasani 
(viola), and Lauren Wessels (harp), 
laureates of the 2016 Strings and 
Piano Chamber Competition, have 
prepared a program under the 
tutelage of UW faculty cellist Sæunn 
Thorsteinsdóttir.
Brechemin Auditorium, Free, 7:30 pm

FEB 2-4
Emanuel Ax with Beethoven’s 

Emperor Concerto
Grammy-winning pianist Emanuel 
Ax will take Beethoven’s Fifth Piano 
Concerto to task on the piano, with 
support from the Seattle Symphony.
Benaroya Hall, $22-$122, 7:30 pm

FEB 3
Masters of Scottish Arts
Experience the sights and sounds of 
Scotland with this ode to all things 
tartan and brogue’d, an evening of 
traditional dance and music through 
piping, drumming, and fiddling.
Benaroya Hall, $28-$49, 7:30 pm

Seattle Baroque Orchestra: Le 
Mozart Noir
Often referred to as the first clas-
sical composer of African origins, 
Joseph Boulogne gained the title 
in Paris, where he rose to lead the 
most exciting orchestras in the 18th 
century, as “Le Mozart Noir. The 
Chevalier de Saint-Georges was 
born on the island of Guadeloupe, 
the son of a Senegalese slave and 
a French colonialist. He overcame 
massive prejudice to become an 
influential marker of the era’s 
musical traditions. Seattle Baroque 
Orchestra will resuscitate his inspir-
ing memory again with several 
of his violin concertos, alongside 
orchestral works by Mozart and one 
of Haydn’s Paris Symphonies. JG
Benaroya Hall, $26-$46, 7:30 pm

FEB 3-4
KODO
Taiko is a rhythmic blend of drum-
ming and dance developed in 
ancient Japan that requires mas-
sive coordination, which KODO, a 
renowned Taiko percussion ensem-
ble, will showcase in full form.
Meany Hall, $43-$48, 8 pm

FEB 4
Flemish Music for the House of 
Habsburg
Hark back to the peak of Austria’s 
dynasty age and the flourish-
ing musical climate of the 16th 
century with this program fea-
turing Flemish music associated 
with monarchs Maximilian I and 
Charles V.
St. Mark’s Cathedral, $25, 7:30 pm

Orchestra Seattle and Seattle 
Chamber Singers: Destiny
Explore the complexities of 
Johannes Brahms’ compositions 
inspired by Friedrich Hölderlin’s 
poem “Hyperion’s Song of 
Destiny,” a tale of human suffering 
in ecstatic comparison to the gods, 
with conductor Nikolas Caoile at 
the helm, and vocal features by 
mezzo-soprano Melissa Schiel.
First Free Methodist Church,  
$25, 7:30 pm

Seattle Music Exchange 
Project
Acclaimed pianist Angelo 
Rondello hosts the opening of 
Seattle Music Exchange Program’s 
inaugural season of program-
ming, which highlights composers 
of Seattle and its sister cities in 
an effort to bring local music to 
audiences at home and abroad 
through broadcasting concerts, 
artist residencies, and educational 
programs. Rondello will perform 
works by Seattle composers Samuel 
Jones, Peter Vukmirovic Stevens, 
Angelique Poteat, Adam Haws, 
and Benjamin Salman, in addition 
to leading the audience on a musi-

cal tour of Seattle’s sister cities in 
Japan, Italy, Norway, and Hungary.
Benaroya Hall, $20/$42, 8 pm

FEB 8
Sourced

UW artist-in-residence Cristina 
Valdés performs modern and con-
temporary music, including works 
by UW faculty Richard Karpen 
(Program Notes) and Joël-François 
Durand (Tombeau de Rameau). 
The other pieces are Petites 
esquisses d’oiseaux, by Olivier 
Messiaen, and Shimmer, Tree/In 
Memoriam Jonathan Harvey, by 
Kotoka Suzuki.
UW Meany Theatre, $20, 7:30 pm

FEB 9
Brechemin Piano Series
Hear young UW pianists take 
what they’ve learned thus far 
through the academic year and 
flex their musical muscles for you 
in a progressive student recital.
Brechemin Auditorium,  
Free, 7:30 pm

FEB 9-12
Hilary Hahn in Recital

Hilary Hahn may only be 34, but 
she has already garnered many 
awards of renown, and has been 
an international violin sensa-
tion for years. On this tour stop, 
she performs selections from 
Prokofiev’s Fifth Symphony to 
Bruch’s Violin Concerto No. 1.
Benaroya Hall, $35-$138, 7:30 pm

FEB 10
Bravo! Laser Opera
Seattle Opera takes over the 
Pacific Science Center Laser Dome 
for one night only in a TRON-
esque preview of the upcoming 
season. This annual BRAVO! tra-
dition features a live laser show 
choreographed by Pacific Science 
Center Laser Dome resident artists 
to a soundtrack of operatic favor-
ites, with track-by-track commen-
tary from Seattle Opera staff. 
Laser Dome at Pacific Science 
Center, $10, 6:30 pm

Prokofiev & Tchaikovsky
Joseph Swensen returns to the 
stage both as conductor and 
principal violinist for a program 
of three masterpieces of violin 
literature composed by Dvořák, 
Prokofiev, and Tchaikovsky.
Benaroya Hall, $21.50-$36.50, 
7:30 pm

Solaris Vocal Ensemble with 
Seattle Modern Orchestra
Solaris Vocal Ensemble, a chorus 
dedicated to sparking “a renais-
sance of innovation in the field 
of choral music,” will perform 
works by Robert Erickson, Stuart 
Dempster, and Julia Wolfe.
UW Meany Studio Theater, $20, 
7:30 pm

Leonidas Kavakos & Yuja Wang 
in Recital
Encounter the sensitive interplay 
of violin and piano in sona-
tas from Debussy and Bartók, 
performed by internationally 
renowned musicians Leonidas 
Kavakos and Yuja Wang.
Benaroya Hall, $45-$123, 8 pm

FEB 10-11
Strings Attached
Emerald City Music will explore 
four unique combinations of 
stringed instruments. This pro-
gram includes works by composers 
Dvorak, Arensky, Martinu, and 
Brahms, arranged for a string 
sextet and a string quartet with 
two cellos.
415 Westlake, $45, 8 pm (Feb 
10); Washington Center for the 
Performing Arts, $7-$40, 7:30 pm 
(Feb 11)

FEB 11-14
Early Music Underground: 

Baroque ‘n’ Hearts
The Early Music Underground 
House Band with acclaimed 
soprano Linda Tsatsanis will host 
the third annual tribute to “love 
gone wild, love gone wrong, 
love gone mad, and love just 
plain gone,” with selections from 
composers Monteverdi, Vivaldi, 
Purcell, Strozzi, and Koczwara.
Resonance at SOMA Towers, 
$20, 7:30 pm (Feb 11); Northwest 
Cellars, $25, 3 pm (Feb 12); Naked 
City Brewery & Taphouse, $20, 7 
pm (Feb 14)

FEB 12
UW Music 2016-17 Scholarship 
Recital
Hear outstanding UW School of 
Music students, including the 
2016-17 Brechemin Foundation 
Scholars, play a joint recital of 
classical music standards.
Brechemin Auditorium, Free, 2 pm

Byron Schenkman & Friends: 
Russians & Jews
Renowned harpsichordist and 
Klezmer music scholar Byron 
Schenkman helms the piano for 
a session of music by compos-
ers associated with the Russian 
Society for Jewish Folk Music, as 
well as Glinka and Prokofiev.
Benaroya Hall, $10-$42, 7 pm

The Music of Arvo Pärt
Sink into an intimate evening of 
modern minimalist music from 
Estonian composer Arvo Pärt, 
as conceived by Brooks Tran on 
piano, Luke Fitzpatrick on violin, 
and Rose Bellini on cello.
On the Boards, $20, 7 pm

FEB 13
Joseph Adam in Recital
Join Seattle Symphony’s beloved 
resident organist Joseph Adam for 
an evening of organ classics and 
orchestral standards.
Benaroya Hall, $21-$32, 7:30 pm

FEB 17
Cornish Presents: Jesse Myers

Cornish presents local pianist Jesse 
Myers in a program that focuses 
on John Cage’s masterworks for 
the prepared piano, as Cornish 
proudly acknowledges itself as 
the birthplace of the prepared 
piano in 1940, thereby ushering in 
a monumental transformation of 
traditional sound into a complex 
percussive orchestra. Prepared 
piano is known for its alternative 
physical additions to piano strings, 
like metal screws, that alter the 
piano’s traditional sound for a 
more expressive percussion lilt.
PONCHO Concert Hall,  
$10-$20, 8 pm

FEB 17-18
Joshua Bell with Tchaikovsky’s 
Violin Concerto
Renowned violinist Joshua Bell 
will perform Russian master 
Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto and 
Czech composer Dvořák’s uplifting 
Eighth Symphony.
Benaroya Hall, $35-$138, 8 pm

FEB 18
Barry Lieberman and Friends 
Master Class: Chris Burns, 
double bass
The Tacoma Symphony Orchestra’s 
principal bassist, Chris Burns, will 
lead the students of his colleague 
Barry Lieberman, host of the long-
running UW recital series “Barry 
Lieberman & Friends,” in a master 
class.
Brechemin Auditorium, Free, 2 pm

Vicki Boeckman, Peter Maund, 
and Jo Baim
Hear worlds collide in this program 
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of melding Western and Middle 
Eastern music pieces, helmed by 
renowned San Francisco percus-
sionist Peter Maund, recorder 
player Vicki Boeckman, and key-
boardist Jo Baim.
Trinity Parish Church,  
Free, 7:30 pm 

Faculty Recital: Cyndia 
Sieden and Rhonda Kline
Soprano Cyndia Sieden has 
received a lifelong deluge 
of praise for her Mozart and 
Strauss interpretations, as well 
as her roles in modern works 
like Morton Feldman’s Neither. 
Rhonda Kline, her colleague at 
UW, will accompany Sieden’s art 
songs and arias on piano.
Brechemin Auditorium, Free,  
5:30 pm

FEB 18-19
Gallery Concerts: Schubertiade
American soprano and guest art-
ist Elisabeth Marshall makes her 
Seattle debut with a program full 
of German songs, piano solos, and 
piano-violin duos by Schubert, 
featuring additional artists Adam 
LaMotte on classical violin and 
Tamara Friedman on a copy of an 
1820 Viennese pianoforte.
Queen Anne Christian Church,  
$15-$35, 7:30 pm

FEB 21
Baroque Ensemble
UW students, led by faculty 
member Carole Terry and Cornish 
College’s Tekla Cunningham, will 
perform on baroque instruments.
Brechemin Auditorium, Free, 
7:30 pm

Music Y: New Works by 
Emerging Artists
Students and alumni of the UW 
School of Music will play works by 
new composers. This event is co-
organized by DXARTS (The Center 
for Digital Arts and Experimental 
Media).
UW Meany Theatre, $15, 7:30 pm

Rain: A Tribute to The Beatles
Rain is an interactive multimedia 
tribute to the musical legacy of The 
Beatles as a note-for-note theatri-
cal event that’s as close as you can 
get to seeing the real thing with-
out having to resurrect anybody.
Benaroya Hall, $40-$70, 7:30 pm

Schubert Octet
An octet of Seattle Symphony musi-
cians will play night music selec-
tions from the repertoires of Franz 
Schubert and William Bolcom.
Benaroya Hall, $40, 7:30 pm

FEB 23
Ethnomusicology Visiting 
Artist Concert: Paco Diez and 
Students
Ladino-speaking Sephardic Jews 
make up an ancient community 
on the Iberian peninsula. Soloist 
Paco Diez has been preserving and 
playing their folk music for more 
than 30 years on both sides of the 
Atlantic. He and his students will 
present songs from this venerable 
tradition on folk instruments.
Brechemin Auditorium, Free, 
7:30 pm

Faculty Recital: Craig 
Sheppard
UW pianist Craig Sheppard, who 
has played under Esa-Pekka 
Salonen, Georg Solti, Yehudi 
Menuhin, Aaron Copland, and 
other famous conductors, will 
bring romance to your evening 
with pieces by Chopin: Fantasy in F 
Minor, Opus 49; Sonata #2 in B Flat 
Minor, Opus 35, “Funeral March”; 
Three Mazurkas, Opus 59; and 
Sonata #3 in B Minor, Opus 58.
UW Meany Theatre, $20, 7:30 pm

Cornish Presents: Peter Evans
Cornish presents trumpet player 
and improvisational composer 
Peter Evans as he hosts a program 

of broad, hybridized musical 
experimentation and a wide 
range of modern musical practices 
and traditions.
PONCHO Concert Hall, $10-$20, 
8 pm

FEB 24
Concert On The Flentrop 
Organ: Janette Fishell
Indiana University Professor 
of Music and Director of the 
Jacobs School of Music Organ 
Department, Dr. Janette Fishell, 
presents an organ program that 
showcases a variety of composers 
and style periods.
St. Mark’s Cathedral, $15/$20, 
7:30 pm

FEB 24-25
Bach & Handel
Hark back to the day when 
eunuchs were the coolest kids at 
school and the chorus was the 
foundation of devotional life with 
this evening of works by compos-
ers Bach and Handel arranged for 
the church, the theater, and the 
Royal Court.
Benaroya Hall, $21-$77, 8 pm

FEB 25
Serenade to Music: English 
Choral Masterworks
Emerald Ensemble presents a 
performance of some of the 
most beloved masterworks in 
English choral history from the 
soft pastoralism era of the early 
twentieth century, including Ralph 
Vaughan Williams’s Shakespearean 
Serenade to Music, Benjamin 
Britten’s Hymn to Saint Cecilia, five 
spirituals extracted from Michael 
Tippett’s wartime oratorio A Child 
of Our Time, and much more.
Trinity Parish Church, $25/$35, 
8 pm

FEB 25-MARCH 11
Katya Kabanova

In this opera of romantic tragedy 
full of original music inspired 
by Slavic folk songs, celebrated 
Czech composer Leoš Janácek 
weaves a story of isolation, pro-
vincial oppression, true love, and 
familial dysfunction. It is relatively 
rare to come across a full produc-
tion of Janácek’s opera, which 
NPR described as having one of 
the most subtle of all villains: “In 
his dark drama Katya Kabanova, 
Leos Janácek gives us one of the 
most unusual and contemptible 
villains in any opera, and one 
of the most disturbing, as well: 
the sort of person who can live 
among us, quietly and without 
anyone objecting. She’s a little old 
lady, a respected citizen and the 
mother of a grown son. She also 
thinks that her own way of judg-
ing what’s moral, and what’s not, 
is the only way—and that anyone 
who disagrees, even those closest 
to her, must pay a terrible price. 
And the people around her? 
They look the other way. They 
can’t condemn her intolerance 
without re-examining their own.” 
Just thinking about her gives me 
chills. This is a rare treat, and a 
dive into respectability politics 
(oh, so relevant). It’s an all-new 
production by Australian director 
Patrick Nolan. JG
McCaw Hall, $25-$272

FEB 26
Handel’s Tenor: Beard’s 
Beauties
English tenor James Beard acted 
as Handel’s vocal muse, as many 
pieces were written with his 
talents in mind. This artistic part-
nership will be showcased here, 
with Grammy Award-winning 
tenor Aaron Sheehan taking over 
Beard’s role in illustrating the 
most glorious moments of the 
English Oratorio.
Benaroya Hall, $26-$45, 2 pm

Guest Artist Recital: Stephen 
Drury
Pianist Stephen Drury will come 
all the way from the New England 
Conservatory to acquaint us 
with East Coast classical artistry. 
Hear Charles Ives’ First Sonata, 
Beethoven Sonata Op. 109, and 
Lachenmann’s Serynade.
Brechemin Auditorium,  
Free, 4:30 pm

FEB 27
Voice Division Recital
UW’s budding classical singers—
students of Thomas Harper, Kari 
Ragan, and Cyndia Sieden—will per-
form European art songs and arias.
Brechemin Auditorium,  
Free, 7:30 pm

FEB 28
Guest Artist Master Class: 

Stephen Drury
Nobody knows about master 
classes. They’re some of the most 
fascinating events in classical 
music. You get to see a lesson, 
basically. The nervous students. 
The master, maybe a horror, 
maybe a gentleman. Taking 
the pieces apart, talking them 
through, working it out so that 
you can hear the tiny differences 
from one playing to the next 
moments. You should check one 
of these out, and this is a good 
one: Watch as UW music students 
play with guidance from pianist 
Stephen Drury, a frequent past 
collaborator with preeminent 
modern composers like John 
Cage, Gyorgy Ligeti, Steve Reich, 
Olivier Messiaen, John Zorn, and 
many others. JG
Brechemin Auditorium,  
Free, 4:30 pm

Concert and Campus Bands: 
Boundless
The UW student concert and cam-
pus bands, under directors Mark 
Tse, Doug Morin, and Shayna Stahl, 
play works for wind instruments.
UW Meany Theatre, $10, 7:30 pm

MARCH 1
Modern Ensemble with Guest 
Conductor Stephen Drury
Renowned New England 
Conservatory pianist and con-
ductor Stephen Drury will lead 
the University of Washington 
Modern Music Ensemble in works 
by his past collaborators John 
Zorn (Cobra and more), Christian 
Wolff, and John Cage.
UW Meany Theatre, $10, 7:30 pm

EVERY FIRST THURSDAY
Ladies Musical Club
Ladies Musical Club, the longest 
running musical organization in 
Seattle, now active for 125 years, 
perform a selection of classical 
works.
Seattle Art Museum, Free, noon 

EVERY SUNDAY
Compline Choir

I went with a friend one Sunday 
to the Compline Service at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral—
admittedly a little stoned—and 
lay out on a blanket near the 
altar (a surprising but common 
practice among regulars) and 
looked up at the spare concrete 
walls. At precisely 9:30 p.m. the 
all-male chorus shuffled into the 
room quietly, their robes ruffling 
behind them, and opened their 
books and began to sing. In that 
moment I discovered the singular 
pleasure of imagining the sound 
waves of interwoven human 
voices soaring up the timber pil-
lars that support the church’s 
vaulted ceilings and bouncing 
around the reredos and the rose 
window as all that glass blushed 
pink, then orange, and then dark 
blue as the sun sank behind the 
Olympics. RICH SMITH
St. Mark’s Cathedral, free, 9:30 pm
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DEC 6-7
Charlie Hunter Quartet
Innovative writer and bandleader 
Charlie Hunter is widely considered 
an authority on the seven and eight-
string guitar, and will showcase his 
practiced abilities with his quartet.
Jazz Alley, $29.50, 7:30 pm

DEC 7
The Smith-Staelens Big Band
Husband and wife duo Bruce 
Staelens and Bethany Smith Staelens 
together lead their Big Band 
through the motions of traditional 
early 20th century jazz and swing, 
with trumpet sections by Bruce and 
vocals by Bethany.
The Royal Room, $10, 7:30 pm

DEC 8
Art of Jazz: Dmitri Matheny 
Group
According to the San Jose Mercury 
News, jazz flugelhorn maestro 
Dmitri Matheny is the “first break-
through flugelhornist since Chuck 
Mangione,” and the SF Chronicle 
backs up those credentials, calling 
him “one of the jazz world’s most 
talented horn players.” He’ll be 
performing material from his nine 
critically acclaimed CDs.
Seattle Art Museum, Free, 5:30 pm

DEC 9
D’Vonne Lewis and Limited 

Edition
For me, the pianist is the color of 
a world, and the drummer is the 
maker of the world. The drummer 
provides the ground, the pianist the 
flowers. It is said that 100 million 
years or so ago, there was a color 
revolution on Earth. Flowers came 
alive at this time. Before them, the 
world was basically monochromatic; 
after them, the world was poly-
chromatic. But the Earth (which is 
roughly 4 billion years old) is much 
older than flowers in much the same 
way that the drum is much older 
than the piano. I thought about all 
of this one Sunday evening in the 
middle of August while watching 
my favorite drummer in Seattle, 
D’Vonne Lewis, play with the pianist 
Ron Weinstein at Vito’s Restaurant 
and Lounge. D’Vonne Lewis, who 

received his initial formal training at 
Roosevelt High School’s prestigious 
jazz program and is the drummer 
for Industrial Revelation (a group 
nominated for a Stranger Genius 
Award in music in 2014), always 
makes you aware of the ground 
(or grund) beneath the beat. But 
he is not simple, raw, or purely 
emotional. There is a richness in this 
drumming. Flowers only grow in 
fertile soil. CM
Tula’s, $18, 7:30 pm

DEC 10
Marc Seales Trio
This professor and Seattle jazz lumi-
nary has played with Art Pepper, Joe 
Henderson, and many other artists. 
Catch his Earshot Jazz Hall of Fame-
winning “post-bebop” virtuosity in 
a performance with his trio.
Tula’s, $18, 7:30 pm

Evil Genius & Hound Dog 
Taylor’s Hand
It’s finally time to celebrate the 
release of Seattle trio Hound Dog 
Taylor’s Hand’s self-titled debut 
studio LP on Alan Bishop’s always-
crucial Abduction Records. Long 
one of the city’s most incendiary 
and interesting bands, HDTH—
guitarist Jeffery Taylor, bassist 
John Seman, and drummer Mark 
Ostrowski—have found myriad ways 
to integrate Hendrixian pyrotechnics 
and tenderness (Jimi was a softy at 
heart) with Sonny Sharrock–ian and 
James Blood Ulmer–esque jazz brut. 
It’s highbrow, high-intensity music 
that doesn’t neglect the body, and 
it thrives in the divey atmosphere of 
places like the Blue Moon and the 
old Comet. DS
Chapel Performance Space, $5-$15, 
8 pm

DEC 11
Sultry Sounds of the Season: A 
Benefit for Frankie’s Friends
Celebrate the reason for the season 
with this fundraiser for animal care 
non-profit foundation Frankie’s 
Friends, soundtracked by local 
“pheromone-jazz” vocalist Barbara 
Ireland, and Emmanuel del Casal 
and his Sophisticated Experience 

jazz ensemble.

Paramount Theatre, $35, 5 pm

DEC 13-14
Mike Stern Band with Dave 
Weckl, Bob Franceschini & Tom 
Kennedy
Esteemed solo guitarist Mike Stern 

will be joined by Dave Weckl, Bob 

Franceschini, and Tom Kennedy for 

a night of complex jazz harmonies 

and bluesy string-bending.

Jazz Alley, $31.50, 7:30 pm

DEC 13
Rick Vandyck & Friends
Bandleader Rick Vandyck will be 

joined by bassist Paul Gabrielson, 

drummer John Bishop, and other 

friends for an evening jazz show-

case.

The Royal Room, $12, 7:30 pm

DEC 14
Robert Glasper Experiment

In our day and age, you cannot be 

a great jazz pianist without put-

ting your name, your style, your 

intellectual brilliance on a common 

pop tune. For the wizard Brad 

Mehldau, it is Radiohead’s “Exit 

Music (for a film).” For the innova-

tor Vijay Iyer, it is Michael Jackson’s 

“Human Nature.” For the genius 

Robert Glasper, it is none other 

than Nirvana’s “Smells Like Teen 

Spirit.” Glasper, who was born in 

Houston and is based in New York, 

is a pianist whose art is somewhere 

between peak Herbie Hancock 

(1960s to early 1970s) and the last 

important hiphop producer, J Dilla 

(he died in 2006). With Glasper, 

hiphop and classical jazz fuse into 

something that sounds unforced 

and feels natural. That is not an 

easy thing to do. CM
Neptune Theatre, $26.50/$30, 8 pm

DEC 15-18
Sweet Honey in the Rock
Since 1973, Sweet Honey in the 

Rock has established itself as an 

ambassadorial African American 

organization founded on “the tri-

umvirate missions of empowerment, 

education and entertainment.” It 

also happens to be a vibrant and 

powerful musical collective and per-

formance ensemble, consisting of an 

all-female a cappella vocal quartet 

with American Sign Language inter-

preter Shirley Childress and featured 

musician Romeir Mendez on upright 

acoustic bass and electric bass.
Jazz Alley, $50, 7:30 pm

DEC 15
Tiptons Sax Quartet
Spanning genres from big band 
to gospel to bluegrass, historic all-
woman sax group the Tiptons Sax 
Quartet are a driving force in horn 
music today.
The Royal Room, Free, 8 pm

DEC 16
Gail Pettis Quintet
Earshot Jazz-acclaimed 2010 Vocalist 
of the Year Gail Pettis will perform 
a program of jazz standards that 
show off her silky retro vocal talents.
Tula’s, $18, 7:30 pm

An Evening with Spencer Day
Up and coming jazz vocalist Spencer 
Day brings a fresh sound to a classic 
genre with his original lyrics har-
kening back to an age-old musical 
tradition.
The Royal Room, $25, 8 pm

DEC 17
Ray Skjelberd’s Yeti Chasers
Ray Skjelbred, a professed protégé 
of the legendary Earl “Fatha” Hines, 
plays old-timey jazz and big band 
rhythms with his Yeti Chasers, in 
the style of the swinging Chicago 
and New Orleans outfits of the ‘20s 
and ‘30s.
The Royal Room, Free, 5 pm

Duke Ellington’s Sacred Music
Now in its 28th year, this concert 
of celebration for Duke Ellington’s 
musical legacy erupts forth with 
tomes of jazz classics in the vein 
of the three Sacred Music concerts 
that Ellington himself premiered in 
1965, 1968, and 1973, which were 
the culmination of the last and most 
liturgical phase of his life’s work.
Town Hall, $14-$40, 7:30 pm

2nd Annual Kristin Chambers 
Snow Globe
The Snow Globe will bring a 
flurry of holiday spirit with a live 
soundtrack provided by Kristin 
Chambers’s dulcet tones, and the 
Mack Grout Trio playing Vince 
Guaraldi’s score from A Charlie 
Brown Christmas.
The Royal Room, $10, 8:30 pm

DEC 19
The Music of ‘A Charlie Brown 

Christmas’
Because the Royal Room does 
the music of Charlie Brown 
every year, I every year have to 
write this love poem to the core 
tune, “Christmastime Is Here 
(Instrumental),” of this masterpiece 
of American culture. It is, I think, 
one of the most beautiful pieces 
of jazz ever composed. Listening 
to it is like watching falling snow 
through a window. The room is 
warm, something is roasting in the 
oven, and outside, the flakes are 
falling faintly through the universe 
and upon the trees, the hedges, the 
water gutters, the telephone poles, 
and the rooftops of a thousand 
apartment buildings. This is where 
you want to be forever. This is Vince 
Guaraldi’s “Christmastime Is Here 
(Instrumental).” It opens with a 
trembling bass, like someone com-
ing out of the cold, stamping their 
feet, brushing the snow off their 
shoulders, hanging their winter 
coat, rubbing and blowing on numb 
fingers, and entering the living 
room where there is a window, 
watching the flakes falling faintly 
upon all the buildings and the liv-
ing. CM
The Royal Room, $5, 5:30 pm

DEC 20
Line Up!
Seattle jazz scene veterans Mark 
Taylor and Dawn Clement combine 
their saxophone and trombone tal-

ents for a fairly new local jazz outfit, 
the Mark Taylor & Dawn Clement 
Group, who made their debut at 
this year’s Earshot Jazz Festival.
Tula’s, $12, 7:30 pm

DEC 20-21
Sara Gazarek: Home for the 

Holidays
Sara Gazarek’s a Seattle native. She 
graduated from Roosevelt High 
School and its sophisticated jazz 
programs. She lives in LA but comes 
up here not quite enough. She’s one 
of the most interesting jazz sing-
ers working; the only aggravating 
thing is that she may never become 
a superstar. She doesn’t force any-
thing and she doesn’t grandstand. 
What she does comes off subtle, and 
you have to lean your ears in care-
fully to get to the bottom of it. The 
new album Dream in the Blue finds 
her as half of a duo, with pianist 
Josh Nelson. Listen to it several times 
after you buy it at the show. Come 
to think of it, buy her other records 
on top of that. AH
Jazz Alley, $31.50, 7:30 pm

DEC 22-23
The Senate
Seattle trio the Senate reunites for 
the holiday season with two nights 
of barn-burning Dionysian folk and 
rock-infused jazz.
Jazz Alley, $31.50, 7:30 pm

DEC 23
Kareem Kandi Band
Esteemed saxophonist and jazz mas-
ter Kareem Kandi will lead his band 
in a set of deeply American jazz 
classics steeped in the traditions of 
blues, classical, and funk music.
Tula’s, $18, 7:30 pm

DEC 27-31
Poncho Sanchez Latin Jazz Band
Poncho Sanchez, whose band won 
a Grammy for Best Latin Jazz Album 
in 2000, is one of the foremost, if 
not the biggest, percussionists in 
Latin jazz right now. He will perform 
with his air-tight band, drawing 
from a decades-long repertoire.
Jazz Alley, $35.50, 7:30 pm

DEC 30
Bill Anschell Trio
Seattle native Bill Anschell has 
played at the Summer Olympics and 
at storied venues all over the world. 
Closer to home, the pianist and the 
rest of his trio will treat Tula’s to his 
distinctive, rhythmically inventive 
compositions.
Tula’s, $18, 7:30 pm

DEC 31
Joey Jewell’s Sinatra  
at the Sands
The classiness of Sinatra’s mob-
approved croon tunes will never 
dissipate, and Joey Jewell will do his 
best to honor that classiness in his 
rendition of a full Vegas melee, with 
Jim Kerls’s orchestra bringing the 
swinging sixties to a loud, layered, 
big-band jazz reality.
The Triple Door Theater, $75/$100, 
7 pm

One O’Clock Jump
Rock in the new year with Seattle’s 
premier big band jazz bash, One 
O’Clock Jump, an all-night-long 
dance party with a focus on swing-
era music, complete with vintage-
inspired cocktails and a beginner 
drop-in dance lesson.
Washington Hall, $35-$75, 8 pm

Richie Aldente & Guests
Richie Aldente and special guests 
will jazz up the joint with holiday-
centric electro-pop and soul 
tailored to the evening crowd for 

New Year’s Eve.
Vito’s Restaurant & Lounge, Free, 
9:30 pm

JAN 3-4
Pearl Django with Gail Pettis
Strongly influenced by their cho-
sen namesake, guitarist Django 
Reinhardt, Pearl Django play Hot 
Club-style g*psy jazz with intricate 
finger-picking and a global reper-
toire. They’ll be joined by special 
guest Gail Pettis, providing sultry 
vocals.
Jazz Alley, $29.50, 7:30 pm

JAN 5-8
Peter White
Contemporary acoustic jazz guitar-
ist Peter White hits the stage with 
his full band in support of his new 
album Groovin’, his third collection 
of guitar-centric interpretations of 
classic compositions from the ‘50s 
through the ’80s.
Jazz Alley, $33.50, 7:30 pm

JAN 10-11
Martin Taylor
According to jazz guitar virtuoso Pat 
Matheny, Martin Taylor is “one of 
the most awesome solo guitar play-
ers in the history of the instrument.” 
Jazz Alley, $30.50, 7:30 pm

JAN 12
Art of Jazz: Mark Taylor & Dawn 
Clement Group
Hear a free live performance from 
new Seattle jazz outfit the Mark 
Taylor & Dawn Clement Group, who 
made their recent debut at this 
year’s Earshot Jazz Festival. Bassist 
Phil Sparks and drummer Byron 
Vannoy round out the quartet.
Seattle Art Museum, Free, 5:30 pm

JAN 12-15
Judy Collins
At 77 years young, Judy Collins (a 
Seattle native, by the way) still has 
her sterling, American voice—grace-
ful, earthly, and full of Grammy-
winning range that can bring tears 
to your eyes whether or not you’re 
at your neighbor’s funeral. Since 
her first album in 1961, A Maid of 
Constant Sorrow, she’s released 
and been a part of more than 50 
albums, six of them certified gold. 
Though she found recognition 
in the ‘60s folk revival, you can’t 
classify her solely as a folk singer. 
She’s an author, an activist, a guitar 
designer, a filmmaker, and a record-
label founder. She’s battled tuber-
culosis, bulimia, and addiction, and 
remained professionally active for 
more than 50 years. TM
Jazz Alley, $55, 7:30 pm

JAN 13-15
Luck Be a Lady: Megan Hilty 
Sings Sinatra & More
Bellevue-born Megan Hilty brings 
her Broadway chops back to the 
Northwest for a series of evenings 
focused on Sinatra classics and other 
jazz and cabaret greats.
Benaroya Hall, $34-$96, 8 pm

JAN 17-18
Jamison Ross
Jazzy soulman Jamison Ross is a qua-
druple threat: composer, arranger, 
vocalist, and drummer. His Grammy-
nominated debut release, Jamison, 
presents unique offerings to the 
world of jazz, as he will in person.
Jazz Alley, $27.50, 7:30 pm

JAN 17
The Bad Plus

The one thing I can say about the 
Bad Plus, a technically sophisticated 
but open-minded jazz trio (piano, 
bass, drums) from Minneapolis, is 
that their rendition of Tears for 
Fears’ new-wave classic “Everybody 
Wants to Rule the World” proves 
that great musicians are defined not 

RYAN ANDERSON

WHO HE IS: Branford Marsalis Quartet with Kurt Elling. WHEN/WHERE: February 17–19 at Triple Door.  
WHY YOU SHOULD SEE HIM: He extracts ribbons upon ribbons of beauty from Stravinsky.

THINGS TO DO WINTER
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By Charles Mudede and Kim Selling
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so much by their ability to play dif-

ficult music in a canon but to raise 

simple music—pop tunes—to the 

level of a high and difficult art. CM

Neptune Theatre, $23.50, 8 pm

JAN 19-22
Will Downing

Known widely as “The Prince of 

Sophisticated Soul,” legendary 

singer Will Downing will showcase 

his talents for interpreting soul, 

jazz, and R&B classics in support of 

his latest release, Black Pearls.

Jazz Alley, $45.50, 7:30 pm

JAN 20-21
Concrete — Lines — Fluid — 

Curves

Spotlighting five new compositions 

for chamber jazz ensemble, this 

performance, curated and com-

posed by Chris Stover, incorporates 

spoken word, found sounds, and 

dance in a spread inspired by the 

Brazilian poets Ana Cristina Cesar, 

Angélica Freitas, and Augusta de 

Campos.

Resonance at SOMA Towers, $20, 

8 pm (Jan 20); Cornish Playhouse 

at Seattle Center, $15/$25, 8 pm 

(Jan 21)

JAN 23-25
Herb Alpert and Lani Hall

Wild trumpeter Herb Alpert will 

play his legendary brass for three 

nights of hits from his classic album 

Whipped Cream & Other Delights 

and later projects. Expect an eve-

ning of Latin-inspired instrumental 

jazz and pop, with retro tracks and 

‘60s soundtrack notes, and support 

from his wife, Grammy-winning 

vocalist Lani Hall.

Triple Door, $50-$80, 7:30 pm

JAN 26-29
Mark Hummel’s Ultimate Blues 

Harmonica Blowout

Mark Hummel will unleash the ulti-

mate in blues harmonica with spe-

cial guests Duke Robillard, Howard 

Levy, Son of Dave, Corkey Siegel, 

and Jason Ricci.

Jazz Alley, $35.50, 7:30 pm

JAN 28
Basie Bash: New York, 1937

Experience the year 1937 at its 

creative core with an evening of 

Count Basie classics performed by 

Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra, 

with hits from the early New York 

stages of the Count Basie Orchestra, 

including “Oh Lady Be Good” and 

“Jumpin’ at the Woodside.”

Edmonds Center for the Arts, $35, 

7:30 pm

JAN 31- FEB 1
Jimmy Webb

Jimmy Webb weaves miracles 

of emotion out of melodies. 

It’s doubtful any American pop 

composer’s inspired more throat 

lumps per song than the author 

of “Wichita Lineman” and “By the 

Time I Get to Phoenix,” perhaps 

his greatest compositions. During 

his ’60s and ’70s prime, Webb had 

his songs covered by legions of 

legends and stars, including Frank 

Sinatra, Elvis Presley, Isaac Hayes, 

Glen Campbell, Dennis Brown, and 

Nick Cave. Despite the ubiquity 

of these hits, they endure in the 

memory without annoyance. All 

that being said, this masterly mel-

ody maker is not usually the best 

person to execute his creations, as 

his voice lacks the range and soul 

power to convey their widescreen 

magnificence. Still, Webb can play 

a mean piano, and those indelible, 

heart-shattering ballads should be 

experienced in the flesh at least 

once in a lifetime. DS
Jazz Alley, $35.50, 7:30 pm

JAN 31
Ladysmith Black Mambazo

Best known for their contribu-
tions to Paul Simon’s 1986 album 
Graceland, the South African a 
cappella group Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo already had a long career 
by then, having been founded in 
the early ’60s by a man named 
Joseph Shabalala. His all-male 
choir—which has featured many of 
his relatives over the years and is 
now led by one of his sons—popu-
larized a Zulu vocal style called isi-
cathamiya, whose call-and-response 
and richly textured vocal harmonies 
induce whole body vibrations. 
Their performances are engaging, 
too—with elements of storytelling, 
synchronized dance (reminiscent of 
stepping), audience participation, 
and hambone—and a reminder of 
what a powerful instrument the 
human body really is. KR 
Neptune Theatre, $33.50, 8 pm

FEB 2-5
Rachelle Ferrell
Up-and-coming jazz vocalist 
Rachelle Ferrell has made her mark 
not only as a classical jazz singer 
and pianist, but also as a crossover 
artist whose work embodies notes 
of urban contemporary pop, gos-
pel, classical music, and jazz.
Jazz Alley, $33.50, 7:30 pm

FEB 7-11
Tower of Power
The ‘70s soul and funk icons Tower 
of Power have been performing 
for over 40 years. They will bring 
their decades of genre-blending 
skill back to Seattle for unparalleled 
groove and rhythm.
Jazz Alley, $47.50, 7:30 pm

FEB 14-19
Mindi Abair and the Bone 
Shakers
Contemporary sax thriller Mindi 
Abair rips through Seattle with her 
bluesy, jazzy band of bad boys.
Jazz Alley, $33.50/$40.50, 7:30 pm

FEB 15
Jazz Innovations, Part I
Led by trumpeter Cuong Vu, pianist 
Mark Seales, saxophonist/composer 
Greg Sinibaldi, and drummer Ted 
Poor, UW students will tackle new 
works in orchestral jazz.
Brechemin Auditorium, Free,  
7:30 pm

FEB 16
Jazz Innovations, Part II

Tonight features work by UW’s jazz 
department. There is the trumpeter 
Cuong Vu, who is an associate 
professor; the pianist Mark Seales, 
who is a professor in jazz piano; 
the saxophonist/composer Greg 
Sinibaldi, who is a resident artist; 
and the drummer Ted Poor, who 
is also a resident artist. So, should 
we expect a night of academic, 
trad, classic jazz? Jazz that sticks 
to the modern period (between 
1955 and 1968), the moment jazz 
left the commercial crassness of the 
big band and before it entered the 
electrified pop of fusion? Judging 
by the musicians who inspired the 
leader of tonight’s set, Vu (he digs 
Beethoven, Radiohead, Abba, Billy 
Joel, Bach, David Bowie, Deerhoof, 
Sly Stone, Mozart, Clifford Brown, 
Public Enemy, Lester Young), it 
seems highly unlikely that this musi-
cal performance will be stuffy and 
stubborn. CM
Brechemin Auditorium, Free,  
7:30 pm

FEB 17
Marc Seales: Piano Jazz
This UW professor and Seattle 
jazz luminary has played with Art 

Pepper, Joe Henderson, Benny 

Carter, and many other prolific 

regional jazz artists. Catch his 

Earshot Jazz Hall of Fame-winning 

“post-bebop” virtuosity in a free 

performance.

Brechemin Auditorium, Free,  

7:30 pm

FEB 17-19
Branford Marsalis Quartet 

with Kurt Elling
The great saxophonist Branford 

Marsalis, who is a member of jazz’s 

royal family (the Marsalises—Ellis, 

Wynton, Delfeayo), is famous for 

participating in Sting’s only decent 

solo album, The Dream of the Blue 

Turtles, leading the band on Jay 

Leno’s show in the mid-’90s, and 

working with DJ Premier on jazz/

hiphop collaboration Buckshot 

LeFonque. He is less well known for 

the ribbons upon ribbons of beauty 

extracted from Igor Stravinsky’s 

“Pastorale”—a piece on the album 

Romance for Saxophone. Branford 

Marsalis is also known for upsetting 

his more famous brother Wynton. 

Branford loves popular culture; 

Wynton hates it. CM
Triple Door, $75-$90, 8 pm

FEB 18
Ella Fitzgerald’s 100th Birthday
Celebrate what would have been 

the First Lady of Song’s 100th birth-

day with performances by award-

winning vocalist Carmen Bradford 

and the Seattle Repertory Jazz 

Orchestra.

Benaroya Hall, $15-$49, 7:30 pm

FEB 21-22
John Scofield’s ‘Country  
for Old Men’
Master improviser and instrumental 

jazz legend John Scofield showcases 

his latest project, Country for Old 

Men, a reimagining of the music of 

Hank Williams, Merle Haggard, Bob 

Wills, and other country greats with 

a support band of longtime genre 

notables, including organist Larry 

Goldings, bassist Vicente Archer, 

and drummer Bill Stewart.

Jazz Alley, $33.50, 7:30 pm

FEB 23-26
Bobby Caldwell
Longtime soulful crooner Bobby 

Caldwell, best known for his 1978 

song “What You Won’t Do for 

Love,” brings his smooth talents for 

jazz and R&B back to town.

Jazz Alley, $35.50, 7:30 pm

EVERY SUNDAY
The Ron Weinstein Trio

When Weinstein plays, he really 

goes for the soul, goes to the bot-

tom of things, but not in a rootsy 

or earthy way. This is music for the 

type of souls who are sad when 

walking down a busy city street 

but soon bored when hiking in the 

woods. CM
Vito’s Restaurant & Lounge, Free, 

9:30 pm

EVERY SECOND WEDNESDAY
Tables & Chairs Presents

The jazz label Tables & Chairs, 

which curates every second 

Wednesday, is based in Seattle, and 

was established by “musicians for 

musicians.” It’s about the produc-

tion of jazz that cannot be easily 

commodified or described. This is 

not to say it is noisy or hard on the 

ears; it’s just that the music on this 

label is indifferent to the market. 

Even when the musicians play pop 

beats, it is done with interest in the 

music, not in the market value of 

the music. CM
Vermillion, $5-$15 Suggested 

Donation, 8 pm

SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK®: 
CELEBRATING THE HOLYDAYS 
DEC 15 – 18 
Multiple Grammy award-winning female 
African-American a cappella group who remain 
among the most vibrant, versatile, and relevant 
musical collectives in music today. 

MARTIN TAYLOR JAN 10 - 11
“Martin Taylor is one of the most awesome 
solo guitar players in the history of the instru-
ment.” – Pat Metheny.

JAMISON ROSS JAN 17 - 18
Grammy-nominated composer, arranger, 
vocalist and drummer combines his gifts to 
present a unique offering to the world of Jazz. 

MARK HUMMEL’S ULTIMATE 
BLUES HARMONICA BLOWOUT 
featuringDUKE ROBILLARD, 
HOWARD LEVY, CORKY SIEGEL, 
JASON RICCI and SON OF DAVE 
JAN 26 - 29
Multi-Award winning harp heavyweight and 
blues harp supergroup

RACHELLE FERRELL
FEB 2- 5
Urban, jazz, contemporary, gospel, classical, 
Ferrell’s a true cross-genre singer and pianist. 

JOHN SCOFIELD’S COUNTRY 
FOR OLD MEN featuring  
VINCENTE ARCHER, LARRY 
GOLDINGS and BILL STEWART
FEB 21 - 22
A homage to such greats as George Jones, 
Dolly Parton, Merle Haggard, James Taylor and 
Hank Williams – Socfiled style!

2033 6th Ave. | 206.441.9729
all ages | free parking

full schedule at jazzalley.com

BENAROYAHALL.ORG 

206.215.4747

present

7:00PM

SUNDAY
APRIL 2

http://jazzalley.com/
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ALL THE FINEST STRAINS

CLUTCHCANNABIS.COM
11537 RAINIER AVE S
SEATTLE

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. 
Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. 
Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. 
There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. 
For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

THE ORGANIC CONSUMER’S CHOICE

WHAT IS THE ORGANIC
 CONSUMER’S CHOICE?

CannabisCannabis

* CAN’T CALL POT ORGANIC
-THE FEDS DON’T ALLOW IT

* SO HOW DO YOU KNOW A GROWER 
USES THOSE METHODS?

* LOOK FOR THE CLEAN GREEN CERTIFICATION
 ON THE PACKAGE 

* COME CHECK OUT THE DIFFERENCES!!!

* WE ARE CAPITOL HILL’S PREMIERE 
CLEAN GREEN CERTIFIED RETAILER

http://clutchcannabis.com/
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THINGS TO DO WINTER

DEC 7-23
Christmas Ship Festival

Sail around the beautiful, chilly 
Puget Sound and alight on a shore 
blazing with bonfires. All ships 
will have amenities like a full bar 
and kids’ holiday craft bags; book 
a spot on the lead ship to hear an 
onboard choir perform.

Argosy Cruises at Pier 55, $39-$62

DEC 7- 24
Snowflake Lane

Get photos with Santa, then experi-
ence beautiful lights, “toy soldier 
drummers,” animatronic characters, 
and pretty music in artificial snow.

Bellevue Collection, Free

DEC 7- 31
Garden d’Lights

“Welcome to the garden of 
earthly delights / Welcome to a 
billion Arabian Nights,” Andy 
Partridge sings on Oranges and 
Lemons. He’d probably never been 
to Bellevue, but it fits: Half a mil-
lion tiny LEDs adorn the Botanical 
Garden to create outlandish forms 
in fairy-tale landscapes.

Bellevue Botanical Garden, $5

Seattle Center WinterFest

If you find yourself on the Seattle 
Center campus at any point during 
the rest of the year, prepare yourself 
and your senses because you are 
entering a winter wonderland. 
From an ice rink to ice sculpting, all 
things ice will be present, whether 
or not (most likely not) there is 
snow. The classic Winter Train & 
Village will be set up in the Armory, 
where hundreds of performances 
will also be featured throughout 
the winter season.

Seattle Center, Free

WildLights

See the zoo in a new light—500,000 
energy-efficient LEDs, in fact! See 
luminous animal-themed designs, 
have an indoor snowball fight, 
meet Santa and his very real rein-
deer and some nocturnal animals, 
listen to carolers, and enjoy the 
holiday beer garden. 

Woodland Park Zoo, $9.95

DEC 7-JAN 1
Gingerbread Village

The Sheraton’s chefs work every 
year with architects to confect 
fanciful houses and structures in 
the hotel lobby. The theme this 
year— the 24th year—is “Celebrate 
the Magic of the Holidays,” so the 
houses are Harry Potter-themed.

Seattle Sheraton Hotel and Towers, 
Free

DEC 8-9
Freakout Festival 2016

Rising new Seattle label Freakout 
Records, in conjunction with 
KEXP’s Audioasis and City Arts, 
makes the holiday season more 
exciting with a two-night encroach-
ment into the hot quartet of 
venues near Madison and 14th 
Avenue (Chop Suey, Pony, Bar Sue, 
LoveCityLove). The emphasis is on 
left-of-center rock that revels in the 
raunchy, noisy, reverb-y, and deeply 
spacey, although DoNormaal leans 
in to rep experimental hiphop. 
Among the 24 acts, highlights 
include Stranger Genius Erik Blood, 
Murder City Devils frontman 
Spencer Moody, baroque post 
punks Zen Mother, Day-Glo brat 
punks Mommy Long Legs, and Cali 
garage-rock shredders Melted. 
(Full disclosure: I’m DJing the fest’s 
first night.) DAVE SEGAL
Capitol Hill, $15/$28

DEC 10
The Sylvan Series “Illum”

FnS—the people who brought you 
“Lusio” this summer—will offer 
you a desperately-needed chance 
to escape to outer space, creating 
an alien night land-and-soundscape 
to roam in the Volunteer Park 
Conservatory. (Hint: It’s pronounced 
“ill-OOM,” as in “illuminate.”)

Volunteer Park Conservatory, $15

DEC 16-17
Dope Music Festival

Get ready to wild out at Dope 
Music Festival 3 with sets and 
appearances from artists like Gucci 
Mane, Meek Mill, Jeremih, and 
more. The festival kicks off with 
Old School Night on December 16, 
featuring a lineup from an early 
‘90s hiphop fantasy, including Busta 
Rhymes and Too $hort.

Tacoma Dome, $44-$150

DEC 17-18
GE2 Gaming

This festival focuses on everything 
gaming, VR, tech, and digital. 
Participate in a maker throw-down, 
watch drone racing, play enhanced 
dodgeball, and augment reality. 
The brand-new event looks to draw 
10,000 players and makers.

CenturyLink Field Event Center, 
$30-$120

DEC 26-31
Celebration Lane

A panorama of animated char-
acters, musicians, and dancers 
stationed along the sidewalks 
between Bellevue Square and 

Bellevue Place will help ring in the 
New Year.

Bellevue Square, Free

JAN 13-15
RustyCon 34

A science fiction and fantasy con-
vention that spans writing, science, 
art, costuming, and gaming. Look 
forward to nightly movie screen-
ings, multiple dances, a masquer-
ade, concerts, casinos, and special 
guests like Robin Hobb, Michaela 
Eaves, and Bill Doran.

Seattle Airport Marriott, $50

JAN 17
Lunar New Year Festival

This cultural festival offers perfor-
mances, a $3 food walk, a children’s 
parade, and more.

Chinatown-International District, 
Free

JAN 21-22
Tet in Seattle

Over two days, revel in Vietnamese 
music, food, performance, and art 
at this Tet (Lunar New Year) festival.

Seattle Center, Free

JAN 27-28
Timbrrr! Winter Music 

Festival

It’s counterintuitive to hold a music 
festival in the dead of winter, but 
Timbrrr! has turned a seeming con 
into a pro by attracting music lov-
ers to Leavenworth, Washington’s 
beautiful rustic grounds for 
high-quality diverse music book-
ings and extracurriculars like can 
tobogganing, skiing, and snow-
boarding. The 2017 lineup consists 
of Portland pop-punk luminaries 
the Thermals, Karen Dalton-esque 
singer-songwriter Lucy Dacus, tune-
ful electro-goths Crater, adventur-
ous hiphop eccentric DoNormaal, 
saucy instrumental-soul revivalists 
Delvon Lamarr Organ Trio, topically 
humorous punks Wimps, slacker-
rock champs Sloucher, and more. 
Timbrrr! looks like a solid bet to lay 
waste to your seasonal affective 
disorder. DAVE SEGAL

Leavenworth Festhalle, $35 per 
day/$65 for both

FEB 22-26
Northwest Flower and Garden 
Show

This huge conference and exhibi-
tion gathers landscapers, speak-
ers, vendors, and other garden 
professionals. See 20 show gardens 
based on the theme “America the 
Beautiful,” learn about subjects 
such as locavorism, permaculture 
and sustainability, home decor, and 
regional gardening at special semi-
nars, buy books and meet authors, 
and generally immerse yourself in a 
haven of green wholesomeness. 

Washington State Convention & 
Trade Center, $12-$112

WHAT IT IS: Timbrrr! Winter Music Festival. WHEN/WHERE: January 27 and 28 in Leavenworth. WHY YOU 
SHOULD GO: Leav! En! Worth!

FESTIVALS
By Julia Zelman and Kim Selling
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DEC 7
Branagh Theatre Live: The 
Entertainer
This taped production of John 
Osborne’s three-act play about 
a failing music hall performer is 
presented by London’s Kenneth 
Branagh Theatre Company. It’s a 
chance to get a taste of British the-
atre without leaving Seattle.
SIFF Film Center (Starting Dec 7); 
Seven Gables (Starting Dec 14)

Bright Lights: Starring Carrie 
Fisher and Debbie Reynolds
If you’re craving a Judy Garland/
Liza Minnelli-type mother/daugh-
ter dynamic—a duo with loads 
of talent but extremely distinct 
personalities, with a good measure 
of instability and suffering thrown 
in—check out this documentary 
starring Carrie Fisher and Debbie 
Reynolds that explores the chang-
ing nature of show business, famil-
ial bonds, and the devastation of 
illness and physical decline.
SIFF Cinema Uptown

Sherlock: The Abominable Bride
Benedict Cumberbatch’s Sherlock 
Holmes takes a break from the 
modernized setting of the hit 
BBC show and revisits the 1890s 
to tackle the case of a murderous 
ghost bride, with the help of faith-
ful Watson (Martin Freeman).
Pacific Place

“Up Your Chimney” Film Nights
Watch three different offbeat holi-
day films: Ira Finkelstein’s Christmas 
on December 7 (about a Jewish 
boy who spends the holidays in 
Christmastown, Washington), Short 
Stocking Stuffers on December 14 
(short films that promise “uncon-
ventional cheer”), and Santa 
Claus Conquers the Martians on 
December 21 (a 1964 film that’s 
“widely known as one of the worst 
movies ever made”).
West of Lenin

DEC 8
Banff Mountain Film Festival
This stop on the world tour of The 
Banff Mountain Film Festival will 
celebrate action, environmental, 

and adventure films.
Benaroya Hall

Fire at Sea
This is the Seattle premiere of 
a celebrated new documentary 
by Gianfranco Rosi about the 
European migrant crisis. It won 
the Golden Bear at the 66th Berlin 
International Film Festival and 
is the Italian entry for this year’s 
Oscars. While accepting the Golden 
Bear, Rosi said, “It’s not acceptable 
that people die crossing the sea to 
escape from tragedies.” 
Northwest Film Forum

Two Films by Michael Snow
Watch the great Canadian filmic 
formalist’s Wavelength and To 
Lavoisier, Who Died in the Reign 
of Terror. The first is a hypnotic 
exploration of an empty room; the 
second is an abstract tribute to the 
French scientist killed in the wake of 
the 1789 revolution.
Northwest Film Forum

DEC 9
It’s a Wonderful Life

Shortly after It’s a Wonderful Life’s 
1946 release, James Agee, the most 
astute and eloquent American film 
critic of all time, noted the film’s 
grueling aspect. “Often,” he wrote, 
“in its pile-driving emotional exu-
berance, it outrages, insults, or at 
least accosts without introduction, 
the cooler and more responsible 
parts of the mind.” These aesthetic 
cautions are followed, however, by 
a telling addendum: “It is neverthe-
less recommended,” Agee allowed, 
“and will be reviewed at length as 
soon as the paralyzing joys of the 
season permit.” Paralyzing joys are 
the very heart of George Bailey’s 
dilemma; they are, to borrow 
words from George’s father, “deep 
in the race.” The sacrifices George 
makes for being “the richest man 
in town” resonate bitterly even as 
they lead to the finale’s effusive 
payoff. Those sacrifices are what 
make It’s a Wonderful Life, in all 
its “Capraesque” glory, endure. 
SEAN NELSON
Grand Illusion

The Muppet Christmas Carol
The Muppet Christmas Carol isn’t 

the single best Muppet movie 
or the best Christmas Carol film 
adaptation, but it’s up there in the 
top three of both categories, with 
great performances from Michael 
Caine (as Scrooge) and Kermit the 
Frog (perfectly cast as Bob Cratchit). 
PAUL CONSTANT
Central Cinema

National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation
This 1989 John Hughes film is a help-
ful holiday reminder that Christmas 
fuck-ups are normal and often 
pretty funny.
Central Cinema

The Princess Bride Quote-Along
You’ve probably seen The Princess 
Bride 150 times, but if you go to 
this screening, you can shout, “My 
name is Inigo Montoya. You killed 
my father. Prepare to die!” in 
public without getting (too many) 
weird looks.
SIFF Film Center

Willy Wonka & The Chocolate 
Factory presented in Smell-O-
Vision
This 1971 classic, directed by Mel 
Stuart and adapted from the novel 
by Roald Dahl, has all of the creepy, 
whimsical, musical elements you 
love and is 100% Johnny Depp-free. 
At this screening, you’ll get a goody 
bag filled with candy. 
SIFF Film Center

DEC 10
L’Amour de Loin
The Metropolitan will stage an 
opera by renowned avant-garde 
Finnish composer Kaija Saariaho—
watch it in a live broadcast.
Pacific Place

DEC 11
From Here to Eternity
This 1953 classic, directed by Fred 
Zinnemann and based on the novel 
by James Jones, focuses on the days 
and months preceding the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. It was nominated 
for 13 Academy Awards and won 
eight, including best picture and 
best director. 
Varsity Theatre

Movement Material
Cinematographer Jeremy Moss and 
dancer Pamela Vail present this 
mash-up of film and live perfor-
mance that will “highlight transfigu-
rative gestures via the collision of 
camera and dance” while “engag-
ing questions of space, movement, 
and the ways in which the frame 
and the cut create alternate walls 

and rhythms.” 
Northwest Film Forum

DEC 12
National Theatre Live: Hamlet
Watch revenge and insanity unfold 
in this production of the tragedy 
of the prince of Denmark starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch. Performed 
at the National Theatre in London 
and projected on a Seattle screen.
SIFF Film Center

The Rolling Stones Olé Olé Olé
Early in 2016, the Rolling Stones 
cruised through 10 cities in 
Uruguay, Brazil, Cuba, Colombia, 
and Peru. This documentary 
catches their still-wild energy in 
performances and explores their 
connection with their “Rolingo” 
fan culture on the continent. 
Pacific Place

DEC 13
George Takei’s Allegiance
Watch a screening of George Takei’s 
new Broadway musical, based on 
his own family’s experience dur-
ing World War II, that depicts a 
Japanese-American clan threatened 
with deportation and internment. 
Pacific Place

DEC 14
The Eyes of My Mother

The daughter of a surgeon suffers 
a brutal attack in her family home. 
Drawing on what she’s learned 
both from her surgeon mother and 
from her attacker, she begins enact-
ing violence herself in this truly 
gruesome-sounding horror film.
Northwest Film Forum

Peter and the Farm
This is the Seattle premiere of a 
simultaneously funny and depress-
ing documentary about Peter 
Dunning, a drinker, loner, and artist 
who (by himself) keeps his 187-acre 
Vermont farm running.
Northwest Film Forum

DEC 15
Hecklevision: Jingle All the Way
Watch the widely derided family 
holiday film Jingle All the Way—
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Sinbad as two dads desperately 
competing to buy an (almost) sold-
out action figure for their kids on 
Christmas Eve—and don’t be afraid 
to voice your displeasure/amuse-
ment: This is Hecklevision.
Central Cinema

National Theatre Live: No Man’s 

Land
Watch a taped version of The 
National Theatre’s production of 
Harold Pinter’s No Man’s Land—a 
comedy about a friendly and strange 
evening of drinking—starring Ian 
McKellen and Patrick Stewart.
SIFF Cinema Uptown

Oyster Factory (Kaki Kouba)
Kazuhiro Soda documents the lives 
of small factory workers, some 
of whom are Chinese laborers, in 
the traditional Japanese shellfish 
business.
Northwest Film Forum

DEC 15 & FEB 10
Torrey Pines

Clyde Petersen’s debut feature 
film, clocking in at a rich hour, is 
about being a trans kid with a 
schizophrenic mom, but it’s also 
about being able to survive by mak-
ing connections. Torrey Pines is a 
masterful use of incredibly simple 
and friendly materials (which is 
politically important), paper cutouts 
and Post-Its, symbols and icons, a 
visual shorthand that becomes open 
but never, never loses its distinctive 
self. When Petersen makes art, it 
becomes believable that the tools of 
artmaking are not alienated from 
the experiences of life itself. That’s 
what makes me feel good, I think. 
That, and Petersen’s honesty. His 
hard-won and still-risky honesty. 
JEN GRAVES
Henry Art Gallery (Dec 15); 
Northwest Film Forum (Feb 10)

DEC 16
Elf
See Will Ferrell romping around in 
an adorable elf costume, winning 
over everyone he meets with his 
naiveté. 
Central Cinema

Sin Alas
This is the Seattle premiere of the 
first American feature film shot in 
Cuba since 1959. It’s a meditative 
take on memory and love, and fol-
lows the story of a man who spots 
a woman he once loved decades 
ago—only she’s exactly as she used 
to be, decades ago.
Northwest Film Forum

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story
I was seven, spending the summer 
in Seattle (from DC), and expend-
ing a large amount of mental 
energy in the doomed project of 
removing the African accent from 
my developing American English. 
For complicated reasons—busy par-
ents, culture shock, lack of friends 

outside of the family circle—I had 
reached the age of seven without 
seeing a single movie. The whole 
business was a mystery to me. But 
because everyone was talking 
about Star Wars that summer, I 
begged my Maiguru Sana (Auntie 
Sana, my mother’s big sister) to 
take me to a screening of it in 
Wallingford.

I went into Star Wars a 
Christian and walked out of it an 
atheist. Before seeing the movie, 
I understood the war of Good 
against Evil to be an entirely 
Christian one: God vs. Satan. So 
imagine the shock of seeing on the 
screen a whole different order, a 
whole different war between the 
forces of Good and the forces of 
Evil; a war, furthermore, that made 
no mention of Jesus, or Lucifer, 
or the star of Bethlehem, the 
Romans, the beasts in “The Book 
of Revelations,” the Last Supper. 
Yet, in the absolute absence of this 
Christian moral order, I still sided 
with those who were good and 
was against those who were bad in 
a galaxy far, far away.

In the bright afternoon light of 
that day, I realized that God was 
limited, and what was infinite was 
the Good itself, and that the Good 
could take on different shapes 
(Ben Obi-Wan Kenobi, John, Luke 
Skywalker, Jesus, Princess Leia, 
Mary). In the bus back to the 
University District, my head was on 
fire. It was like seeing the world for 
the first time. I was born again.

All of that said, I suspect that the 
second Star Wars film in the current 
sequence will not be as good as the 
first, Star Wars: The Force Awakens. 
The first sequence, as we know, 
was not like this. Its first film, Star 
Wars, was much weaker than the 
second, The Empire Strikes Back. 
CHARLES MUDEDE
Wide Release

DEC 18
Eyes of the Totem
Until recently, the 1927 film Eyes 
of the Totem (one of three movies 
made by Tacoma-based movie stu-
dio H.C. Weaver) was thought to be 
lost. In 2014, it was discovered in a 
NYC film vault—now, at the Seattle 
premiere, you can finally watch this 
silent murder mystery directed by 
W.S. Van Dyke (of Tarzan the Ape 
Man and The Thin Man fame). 
Northwest Film Forum

National Theatre Live: War 
Horse
The National Theatre’s celebrated 

THINGS TO DO WINTER

LUCAS FILMS/DISNEY

WHAT IT IS: ‘Rogue One: A Star Wars Story’ WHEN/WHERE: Opens December 16. Wide release. WHY YOU SHOULD SEE IT: Is that a joke? Of course you should see it. You know why. 

FILM
By Charles Mudede and Julia Raban
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production of War Horse—a 
play adapted by Nick Stafford, 
based on the book by Michael 
Morpurgo—features architectural, 
artistic, and life-size horse sculp-
tures/puppets that move (with the 
help of actors). This event offers 
the chance to watch a taped ver-
sion of the performance.
SIFF Film Center

The Nutcracker
The mega-iconic Bolshoi company 
performs the most famous ballet in 
the world, about a young girl and 
her handsome prince—a diminu-
tive but useful guy with a very 
powerful jaw. 
Pacific Place

DEC 21
White Christmas Sing-Along
Get some free jingle bells and start 
off the screening with a Christmas 
sing-along. Then, watch one of 
the great holiday film classics. 
The plot’s a little flimsy, but it’s 
directed by Michael Curtiz (who 
did Casablanca), has songs by 
Irving Berlin, and stars none other 
than Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye 
(Singing in the Rain). 
SIFF Film Center

DEC 22
The Totally Christmas Sing-
Along
Central Cinema hosts one of their 
signature sing-alongs, this time fea-
turing over 25 Christmas-themed 
music videos.
Central Cinema

DEC 25
Fences

The greatest black American 
playwright, August Wilson, lived 
in Seattle but wrote about a black 
neighborhood in Pittsburgh, 
Hill District. (He died in 2005.) 
In fact, he spent a lot of time at 
the Capitol Hill bar Canterbury, 
slowly drinking whiskey. I saw 
him a number of times there, saw 
him writing and thinking in the 
Canterbury, and my mind would 
be tossed this way and that by the 
fact that one of black English’s 
most brilliant artists was here, in 
a very white bar in a very white 
neighborhood. Real writers are 
always in exile. A real writer 
is never home, but constantly 
dreams of it. One of this dreamer’s 
plays is Fences. It’s about a profes-
sional baseball player who returns 
home with his own problems and 
deals with his family’s problems. 
This play has been made into a 
movie by Denzel Washington, 
a Hollywood star who has been 
making a lot of garbage lately. It 
will be great to see Washington 
doing something meaningful. We 
are tired of him shooting people. 
CHARLES MUDEDE  
Wide Release

Fiddler on the Roof Sing-Along
“If I were a rich man, yadda dadda 
dadda…” Fiddler on the Roof is just 
packed with catchy songs; chant ’em 
with fun dorks and celebrate this 
fiercely Jewish Christmas tradition.
SIFF Cinema Uptown

DEC 26
Mary Poppins
The greatest flying nanny thriller 
in cinema history returns. Julie 
Andrews and Dick van Dyke—what 
more could you want?
Central Cinema

DEC 31
Moulin Rouge! New Year’s Eve 
Party
Ring in the new year dra-
matically and musically with Baz 
Luhrmann’s ode to Paris, Nicole 
Kidman’s consumption, and Ewan 
McGregor’s brow. 
SIFF Cinema Uptown

New Year’s Eve with The Room 
in 4D
Ring in the new year while watch-

ing a very strange and poorly made 
Tommy Wiseau film, engaging 
without any narrative cohesion, 
that should probably be watched 
under the influence of something 
or other. This screening will be in 
4D (so you can “feel” what’s hap-
pening on screen), so be prepared .
Central Cinema

JAN 2
Titanic for Lovers
Titanic is a gorgeous movie filled 
with romance, disaster drama, and 
lovely period costumes. The rela-
tionship between Rose and Jack is a 
beautiful depiction of naive infatu-
ation and the boy-from-the-wrong-
side-of-the-tracks narrative. Their 
love story is built on raucous danc-
ing, the thrill of standing on the 
bow of a ship, and an adorable spit-
ting contest. The sexy scene in the 
car (that hand print!) has inspired 
countless teenage re-creations. 
Cuddle up with someone special 
and watch the affair unfold.
Central Cinema

JAN 3
Titanic for Haters (in 
Hecklevision)
Titanic is a ridiculous garbage movie 
with no clear merit. Why is Rose 
such a stuck-up jerk? Why does Jack 
feel the need to brag about the 
prostitutes he’s sketched? Why do 
we even care about these childish 
characters and their short-lived 
cruise ship romance? Because they 
had sex in a car? Their romance is 
built on a goddamn spitting con-
test. Rose doesn’t even learn from 
her mistakes—she’s an asswipe ‘til 
the end, when she drops the item 
hundreds of people have been 
desperately searching for into the 
ocean. Don’t even get us started 
on the raft. At this screening, 
express your displeasure with like-
minded haters. 
Central Cinema

JAN 6
Harry Benson: Shoot First
This documentary directed by Justin 
Bare and Matthew Miele is about 
the life and work of photographer 
Harry Benson, best known for his 
images of the Beatles on their first 
tour in the United States—but 
who has also photographed fig-
ures including Winston Churchill, 
Muhammad Ali, Michael Jackson, 
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Northwest Film Forum

The Last Starfighter
In this 1984 sci-fi movie with 
newfangled computer-generated 
effects, a video game whiz (Lance 
Guest) ascends to the heavens to 
fight aliens.
Central Cinema

Mifune: The Last Samurai
This documentary about the life 
and work of actor Toshiro Mifune 
(best known for his work with film-
maker Akira Kurosawa) is directed 
by Steven Okazaki and narrated by 
Keanu Reeves.
Grand Illusion

JAN 6—8
Sing-A-Long-A Sound of Music
Demonstrate how well you know 
the lyrics to “Do-Re-Mi” and “My 
Favorite Things” while you watch 
Julie Andrews on the big screen. 
Come early for the costume contest.
5th Avenue Theatre

JAN 7
The Future Is 0
This DIY game show (filmed with 
a live studio audience right here 
in Seattle) is described as “equal 
parts Double Dare 2000, nihilist 
performance art, and sarcastic TV 
experiment.”
Northwest Film Forum

JAN 7 & 11
Nabucco
In this live broadcast, the 

Metropolitan Opera, headed 
by the dream team of tenor 
Plácido Domingo and conductor 
James Levine, performs Giuseppe 
Verdi’s thundering biblical opera 
about oppressed Jews under 
Nebuchadnezzar. 
Pacific Place

JAN 8
Labyrinth Quote-Along and 

David Bowie Birthday Party
Celebrate the late David Bowie’s 
birthday with an interactive 
screening of his goofy, trippy 1986 
adventure/fantasy film about get-
ting what you wish for. There will 
be subtitles, Whoopee Cushions for 
the Bog of Eternal Stench, a sock 
puppet creation station, and a pre-
movie music video sing-along.
SIFF Cinema Uptown

JAN 10
Blade Runner: The Final Cut

The three great science-fiction 
works of the first half of the 1980s 
are Blade Runner by Ridley Scott 
(1982), “Clear” by Cybotron (1983), 
and Neuromancer by William 
Gibson (1984). With these three we 
get the images of the urban future. 
Los Angeles is the city in the movie, 
Detroit is the city in the music, and 
Tokyo is the city at the center of 
the book. All of these works have 
withstood the test of time, and 
so reward frequent visits. We still 
have so much to learn from the 
sounds, words, and cinema of the 
post-humanist world. Blade Runner 
is also packed with amazing urban 
details: the sushi bar, the hotel 
room, the nightclub. I could live 
here forever. CHARLES MUDEDE
Central Cinema

JAN 12
Pause and Draw: Spice World
Engage your creativity with Central 
Cinema’s Pause and Draw. At strate-
gic moments, Spice World’s death-
less pop-idol picaresque will be 
frozen, and you’ll have five minutes 
to sketch what you see.
Central Cinema

Veracity: New Documentary 
Cinema
Veracity is a new and ongoing 
documentary series presented by 
Northwest Film Forum. Upcoming 
screenings include Il Solengo 
(about the rumored existence 
of hermit Mario de Marcella), 
Chilean history and cinema inves-
tigation This Is The Way I Like It 2, 
and the must-see film The Prison 
in Twelve Landscapes, which 
explores the myriad ways prisons 
in the United States affect lives 
both in and out of the system.
Northwest Film Forum

JAN 12—16
Nordic Lights Film Festival
This film festival put on by the 
Nordic Heritage Museum features 
contemporary, award-winning films 
from Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, Sweden—and now, for the 
first time, the Faroe Islands.
Nordic Heritage Museum

JAN 12—MARCH 16
Viva Italia!
Celebrate Italian cinema at Viva 
Italia!, a series featuring neo-
realist classic Rome, Open City, 
Ingrid Bergman in Europe ‘51, 
and Roberto Rossellini’s Voyage 
in Italy.
Seattle Art Museum

JAN 13
The Maltese Falcon
This 1941 film noir classic about the 
hunt for a jeweled falcon statue 
stars Humphrey Bogart, Mary Astor, 
Gladys George, Peter Lorre, and 
Sydney Greenstreet. 
Central Cinema

Notes on Blindness
Writer and theologian John Hull 
was not born blind, but became 
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blind—and in his effort to docu-
ment and understand his condition, 
created an audio diary that is the 
basis for this film. About the diary, 
scientist and author Oliver Sacks 
wrote, “A masterpiece… The most 
precise, deep and beautiful account 
of blindness I have ever read.”
Northwest Film Forum

The Thing
A John Carpenter horror flick about 
the worst dog ever.
Central Cinema

JAN 18
Showgirls with David 

Schmader
David Schmader’s legendary 
screening with commentary of 
the acclaimed Vegas disaster film 
Showgirls is back for one night 
only, as a benefit for Planned 
Parenthood.
Triple Door

JAN 20
The Ardennes
This new Belgian feature—directed 
by Robin Pront—is a Tarantino and 
Coen-inspired family drama, set 
around Christmastime.
Northwest Film Forum

Death Becomes Her
Meryl Streep and Goldie Hawn play 
dead in this horror comedy (and 
cult classic) with uniquely unsettling 
‘90s-style special effects.
Central Cinema

Deluge
This is a brand-new restoration of 
the 1933 apocalyptic natural disas-
ter movie Deluge, directed by Felix 
E. Feist (The Devil Thumbs a Ride, 
The Threat, and Every Sunday). 
Northwest Film Forum

Howl’s Moving Castle
Set within a timeless village replete 
with steamboats and fluttering 
airships, the story follows a worka-
holic teen yearning for something 
different. After being transformed 
into an elderly lady by a jealous 
witch’s spell, she falls in with a 
handsome, vain wizard who roams 
the countryside inside a clanking 
RV of a castle. This is all well and 
good from a fantasy standpoint, 
but it dovetails a little too neatly 
with the filmmaker’s previous 
explorations of nature duking it 
out with society. Thankfully, the 
small details prove more than 
capable of overcoming any narra-
tive rut. ANDREW WRIGHT
Central Cinema

JAN 21 & 25
Roméo et Juliette
The Metropolitan will live-broad-
cast its new production of Charles 
Gounod’s lilting, romantic opera.
Pacific Place

JAN 22
The Sleeping Beauty
The ever-astonishing Bolshoi per-
forms the ballet to Tchaikovsky’s 
swooningly romantic music in this 
live recording from Moscow. 
Pacific Place

JAN 26 & FEB 23
The Room
A very strange and poorly made 
Tommy Wiseau film.
Central Cinema

JAN 26—FEB 11
Children’s Film Festival
Sometimes, cinema for kids can be 
just as charming as the adult equiv-
alent. This festival features over 150 
films—both long and short—from 
around the globe.
Northwest Film Forum

JAN 27
Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure
In this sci-fi comedy, a high-stakes 
history report and a helpful time 
traveler motivate high school slack-
ers (played by Alex Winter and 
Keanu Reeves) to assemble a team 
of historical figures including Billy 
the Kid, Henry VI, Sigmund Freud, 

and Genghis Khan.
Central Cinema

Groundhog Day
Bill Murray stars in this surprisingly 
light-hearted yet existential classic 
about time and death and conse-
quences with Punxsutawney Phil.
Central Cinema

FEB 1
Breakin’ and Breakin’ 2: Electric 
Boogaloo
Central Cinema will pay homage 
to the plot of Breakin’ 2: Electric 
Boogaloo (in which the local com-
munity raises money for their youth 
center by putting on a show) at this 
double feature screening that will 
benefit Seattle nonprofit Peace For 
the Streets.
Central Cinema

FEB 2
National Theatre Live: Amadeus
Learn about the (fictionalized) lives 
of composers Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart and Antonio Salieri at this 
screening of The National Theatre’s 
production of the music-filled play 
Amadeus by Peter Shaffer.
SIFF Cinema Uptown

FEB 3
The Jerk

In 1979’s The Jerk, Mr. Bringing 
Down the House plays Navin R. 
Johnson, a huge moron who was 
“born a poor black child.” Only he’s 
white—incredibly so. It’s dead-on 
hilarious slapstick, social commen-
tary, and—most of all—shows Steve 
Martin’s comic skills chopping like 
a damn Ginsu knife. Just lava-hot 
funny. ADAM GNADE
Central Cinema

The Royal Tenenbaums
Gene Hackman, Anjelica Huston, 
Luke Wilson, Ben Stiller, Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Owen Wilson, and Bill 
Murray (rocking a Professor 
Barnacle beard) are an extended 
family of neurotic geniuses whose 
bastard of a patriarch (Hackman) 
wants to bring them closer 
together. Too bad they hate his 
guts. The film is hilariously funny, 
dryly tender, and impeccably 
designed. SEAN NELSON
Central Cinema

FEB 5
Swan Lake
If you only know the Swan Lake 
ballet from Darren Aronofsky’s 
psycho-horror flick Black Swan, let 
the Bolshoi show you the master-
work in its full glory. This is a filmed 
production straight from Moscow.
Central Cinema

FEB 6—MARCH 6
Silent Movie Mondays: Love 
Stories Series
This edition of Silent Movie 
Mondays at the Paramount will 
focus on romantic tales, screening 
films including Daughter of Dawn 
(1920), Carmen (1915), and The 
Dragon Painter (1919).
Paramount Theatre

FEB 9
Butch Cassidy & The Sundance 
Kid
This 1959 classic film starring Robert 
Redford and Paul Newman won 
five Academy Awards, and will be 
presented with a pre-show happy 
hour with live performances.
Edmonds Center for the Arts

FEB 10
Amelie

Two months after 9/11, Amélie 
opened at the Egyptian Theatre. It 
ran for nearly five months, inspir-
ing half of all women living on 
Capitol Hill to cut their hair into 
Audrey Tautou–style bobs and 
cheering the hearts of Seattle film-
goers at a time when America was 
simultaneously grieving and march-
ing to war. Now, Central Cinema is 
giving us the chance to relive the 
joyous Frenchness of Jean-Pierre 
Jeunet’s delightful confectionary 
masterpiece of cinematic escapism. 

PAUL CONSTANT
Central Cinema

Moulin Rouge!
Baz Luhrmann’s ode to Paris, Nicole 
Kidman’s consumption, and Ewan 
McGregor’s brow. You might love it. 
Don’t pretend.
Central Cinema

FEB 16
National Theatre Live: Saint Joan
Sample some British theatre at this 
screening of The National Theatre 
in London’s production of Saint 
Joan, the (arguably) beloved trag-
edy about Joan of Arc by George 
Bernard Shaw.
SIFF Cinema Uptown

FEB 16—22
Noir City

If you love cinema, then you must 
love film noir. And if you love film 
noir, then you must love the Noir 
City festival, which will feature a 
number of known and less known 
movies in this genre that has lots 
of spiderlike women, lots of long 
knives, lots of rooms with dark cur-
tains, lots of faces of the fallen, and 
lots of existential twists and turns. 
CHARLES MUDEDE
SIFF Cinema Egyptian

FEB 17
Citizen Kane
The ever-so-slightly overrated Orson 
Welles classic about demagoguery 
and deep focus.
Central Cinema

Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind
Whereas the previous Michel 
Gondry/Charlie Kaufman collabora-
tion, Human Nature, eventually 
crumbled under its own quirkiness, 
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind finds director and scribe fit-
ting perfectly together. This is a 
film that travels far beyond most 
of our imaginations. It is also one 
of the most beautifully assembled 
romances you will ever see. 
BRADLEY STEINBACHER
Central Cinema

FEB 23—26
Seattle Asian American Film 
Festival
Look forward to a wide variety of 
independent (feature-length and 
short) films by and about Asian 
Americans, with a special emphasis 
on filmmakers from the PNW.
Northwest Film Forum

FEB 24
Akira
This dystopian 1988 cyber-punk 
classic melds together body hor-
ror, moto gangs, telekinesis, and 
Godzilla-style creature feature in 
a fever dream of animation and 
tycho drums.
Central Cinema

Tron
What is Tron about? Is it about 
the peculiar relationship between 
man and machine? Is it about 
reminding us that there used to 
be a semi-popular actor named 
Bruce Boxleitner? Is it about Jeff 
Bridges’s majestically feathered 
hair? The answers: Yes, yes, and yes. 
BRADLEY STEINBACHER
Central Cinema

FEB 25 & MARCH 1
Rusalka
The Metropolitan Opera will 
live-broadcast Antonín Dvorák’s 
fairy tale opera about a sweet 
mermaid, a prince, and an evil, 
manipulative witch, Ježibaba. 
Listen for the beautiful “Song to 
the Moon” performed by Kristine 
Opolais as Rusalka.
Pacific Place
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DEC 7
Contagious Exchanges

This monthly reading series curated 
and hosted by Mattilda Bernstein 
Sycamore features queer writers. 
This iteration features writer and 
translator Randa Jarrar and poet 
and writer Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-
Samarasinha. Dirty River: A Queer 
Femme of Color Dreaming Her Way 
Home earned Piepzna-Samarasinha 
an American Library Association 
Stonewall Award and a finalist nod 
from Lambda. The poems are pretty 
straightforward lyrical performance 
pieces about the daily inequities, 
triumphs, and loves of a “queer 
disabled femme of color writer.” 
In October, the independent but 
generally very good Saraband Books 
published Jarrar’s collection of sto-
ries, Him, Me, Muhammad Ali, which 
uses humor and a fabulist touch to 
reveal the diversity and complexity 
of modern Arabic life. RS
Hugo House First Hill, Free, 7 pm

Mark K. Shriver
Even the heathens took notice when 
the Church elected Pope Francis, 
who constantly communicated his 
humility while holding one of the 
most powerful jobs in the world. 
Pilgrimage author Mark K. Shriver 
decided to find out what made Pope 
Francis/Jorge Mario Bergoglio this 
way by visiting Argentina to learn 
about his upbringing and life before 
the Vatican.
Pigott Building, Free, 7 pm

Tony Angell: House of Owls
Artist and writer Tony Angell—who 
is known for exploring wildlife 
(especially birds) through sculpture, 
illustrations, writing, and research—
will read from his latest book, The 
House of Owls.
Third Place Books Lake Forest Park, 
Free, 7 pm

DEC 7-8
Frederick L. Brown: The City  

Is More Than Human
Frederick Brown will read from 
The City Is More Than Human: An 
Animal History of Seattle, an explo-
ration of the way that animals—
from pigs to dogs—have shaped 
Seattle. The book takes a broad 
view, explaining the way our city’s 
former inhabitants traded livestock 
for pets, outlining the relationship 
between Euro-American and Native 
American residents, and examining 
the nature of the modern city.
Elliott Bay Book Company, Free, 7 
pm (Dec 7); Third Place Books Lake 
Forest Park, Free, 7 pm (Dec 8)

DEC 8
Carolyn Hall
Carolyn Hall will read from Rose 
Concannon, a coming-of-age novel 
set in Seattle in 1963.
Third Place Books Seward Park, 
Free, 7 pm

Laurie Blauner
Laurie Blauner (Seattle author 
of three novels and seven books 
of poetry) will read from and 

discuss The Solace of Monsters, 
her novel about a grieving father 
who builds a new daughter out 
of bits of corpses—of course, like 
Frankenstein’s monster, she escapes 
into the world.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Peter Godfrey-Smith:  
Octopus Intelligence
Learn about cephalopod and octo-
pus intelligence, communication, 
and biology with Peter Godfrey-
Smith, author of Other Minds: The 
Octopus, the Sea, and the Deep 
Origins of Consciousness. Humans 
may have more in common with 
those eight-legged weirdos than 
we’d like to think.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

Rabih Alameddine
Painter and writer Rabih 
Alameddine (author of The 
Hakawati and An Unnecessary 
Woman, the latter of which made 
him a finalist for the National Book 
Award) will read from his latest 
work, The Angel of History.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Seattle Human Rights Day 
Celebration
Jose Antonio Vargas is a Pulitzer 
Prize winning journalist and film-
maker. He’s also an undocumented 
immigrant from the Philippines. 
Download his documentary, 
Documented, on iTunes and you’ll 
hear several stories like his, stories 
that challenge preconceived notions 
about what undocumented immi-

grants do in this country, stories 
that show America—as ever—only 
serves to benefit from inclusive 
immigration policies. As part of this 
day’s celebration of local human 
rights victories and an accounting 
of setbacks, Vargas will speak more 
broadly about his work as an immi-
grant rights activist. I don’t have 
to tell you we need him now more 
than ever, but he also needs us to 
stand up and show support. Go. 
Learn. Maybe poke around for some 
free candy. Then act. RS
Seattle First Baptist Church,  
Free, 7:30 pm

DEC 9
Ari Banias, Bill Carty,  
& Stacey Tran
Poets Ari Banias (Anybody and 
What’s Personal Is Being Here with 
All of You), Bill Carty (Refugium), 
and Stacey Tran (Fake Haiku) will 
read from their recent work.
Open Books, Free, 7 pm

Dianne Kornberg:  
Madonna Comix
Elliott Bay Book Company and 
Prographica Gallery present this eve-
ning with artist Dianne Kornberg, 
co-author (with poet Celia Bland) of 
Madonna Comix, a book that blends 
text with visual art.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Fantagraphics 40th 
Anniversary Panel
Learn about the history of 
Fantagraphics at this panel featuring 
founder Gary Groth and rock-star 
cartoonists Jaime Hernandez (Love 
and Rockets), Gilbert Hernandez 
a.k.a. Beto, Eisner Award-nominated 
cartoonist Carol Tyler, Peter Bagge 
(Hate and Neat Stuff), Stranger 
Genius Jim Woodring, and Stranger 
Genius Ellen Forney (known for 
Marbles and her Shtickers emojis).
Folio: The Seattle Athenaeum, 6 pm

Live Wire! With Luke Burbank
This live taping of radio show Live 
Wire! is hosted by Luke Burbank 
and features Maria Semple (who 
Christopher Frizzelle called “the 
author of the funniest book ever 
written about Seattle”) and Misha 
Collins (best known for his role as 
Castiel on Supernatural).
Neptune Theatre, $18-$34, 8 pm

Quenton Baker:  
This Glittering Republic
Poet and educator and 2016 Made 
at Hugo House Fellow Quenton 
Baker will read from his debut 
full-length This Glittering Republic. 
Based on the handful of times 
I’ve heard him read, I’m confident 
I’m supposed to see some irony 
in that title. Baker’s poems focus 
on Blackness in America. He often 
uses a series of arresting images to 
link contemporary violence against 
black people with America’s history 
of slavery, and his deep, driving 
voice makes you feel the power 
in each line, even if sometimes 
they leap into abstraction. If you 
haven’t already, check out the poem 
“negroes exist / for the throwing,” 
which was published in Seattle’s 
own The James Franco Review. RS
Hugo House First Hill, Free, 7 pm

DEC 10
Conjuring: An Evening of 

Poetry & Performance on 
Nature, Justice, and Magic
Poet JM Miller will celebrate the 
release of their debut collection 
Wilderness Lessons (described as 
“a love letter to the planet that 
explores human violences”) with 
this event that will explore “how 
nature, social justice, and magic 
conjure the human spirit for a 
night of poetry, experimental writ-
ing, and performance.” Featuring 
Samar Abulhassan, Natasha Marin, 

Cody Pharigo, Anastacia Renee 
Tolbert, Jane Wong, and Lena 
Khallaf Tuffaha.
Hugo House First Hill, Free, 7 pm

Fantagraphics 40th 
Anniversary Party
This anniversary party (one in a 
series to celebrate 40 years of 
Fantagraphics) promises music, 
food, and refreshments.
The Stables, 9 pm

We Told You So: Comics  
as Art Release Party
This party will celebrate 10 years 
of Fantagraphics Bookstore and 
Gallery with the release of oral-story 
We Told You So: Comics as Art, an 
art exhibition of Fantagraphics 
memorabilia, and book signings 
with special guests.
Fantagraphics Bookstore and 
Gallery, 6 pm

DEC 11
Helen Kiyong Kim and Noah 

Samuel Leavitt: JewAsian
Helen Kiyong Kim and Noah Samuel 
Leavitt will speak about JewAsian: 
Race, Religion, and Identity for 
America’s Newest Jews, an explo-
ration of the increasing number 
of families that combine Jewish 
American and Asian American tradi-
tions and identities.
Temple De Hirsch Sinai, Free, 10 am

Matthew Nienow
Matthew Nienow will sign copies of 
his debut collection of poetry, House 
of Water (Alice James Books).
Open Books, Free, noon

Rachel Bukey
Rachel Bukey will read from her first 
mystery novel, Leap of Faith, which 
is set in Seattle and follows the 
story of an ambitious Seattle Times 
reporter named Ann Dexter.
Elliott Bay Book Company, Free, 3 pm

Short Stories Live Christmas 
Show: A Rogue’s Christmas
This is the holiday edition of “Short 
Stories Live,” a performance featur-
ing short stories, poems, and music, 
curated by Jean Sherrard.
Town Hall, $13, 2 pm

DEC 12
Frank Lawler and Daniel Flint
Frank Lawler and Daniel Flint, 
creators of the humorous holiday 
show Holiday of Errors, present 
this (excerpted) staged reading 
and discussion.
Elliott Bay Book Company, Free, 7 pm

Steve Twomey: Countdown to 
Pearl Harbor
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter 
Steve Twomey will share his latest 
work, Countdown to Pearl Harbor: 
Twelve Days to the Attack, which 
investigates the buildup and missed 
clues leading up to the disaster.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

DEC 13
Annual Holiday Reading with 
Brad Craft: “A Christmas 
Memory” by Truman Capote
Join the Book Store’s beloved 
used books buyer, Brad, to revel in 
Capote’s tale of making Christmas 
traditions with his older cousin 
“from buying illegally made whis-
key for their fruitcakes to cutting 
down their own tree and decorat-
ing it with homemade ornaments.” 
Have some cookies and cider while 
you listen to this uncharacteristically 
sweet Capote story.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Bill Ayers
Bill Ayers, a former leader of 
the 1970s lefty organization the 
Weather Underground, will read 
from his new book Demand the 
Impossible! A Radical Manifesto.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Michael Medved: The American 
Miracle
In this moment of uncertainty, hear 
Michael Medved make the case for 
America’s great fortune and outline 
the ways that fate has set the coun-
try up for unexpected advantages.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

Seattle Fiction Federation #8
The Seattle Fiction Federation is a 
series where local writers perform 
alongside open-mic readers, and 
the audience votes on who will be 
featured at the next event—Paul 
Constant described it as “a cross 
between a reading series and a liter-
ary American Idol.” This time, hear 
from writers including Steve Sibra, 
Anca L. Szilágyi, Donna Miscolta, 
and SFF No. 7’s open mic champion, 
Lucy Hitz.
Hugo House First Hill, Free, 7 pm

DEC 14
All Power: Visual Legacies  
of the Black Panther Party
This event invites the team behind 
this art book on the Black Panther 
movement, published in Seattle by 
Minor Matters, to share insights and 
knowledge. Speakers will include 
Michelle Dunn Marsh, co-editor 
Negarra A. Kudumu, artist Maikoiyo 
Alley-Barnes, painter Yadesa Bojia, 
and photographer Robert Wade.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Eric Andrews-Katz
Eric Andrews-Katz (author and 
contributing writer for Seattle Gay 
News) will sign copies of and lead 
a discussion about Tartarus, his epic 
fantasy adventure starring twins 
with an Olympian birthright.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Everything to Me: Homeless 
Seattleites and their Pets
Homeless people are often criticized 
for not taking advantage of shelter 
services in the area. One of the rea-
sons they don’t use shelters? They 
(almost always) can’t bring their 
pets, a source of love, companion-
ship, comfort, and even safety on 
the streets. Hear about these impor-
tant relationships from documen-
tary photographer and One Health 
researcher Gemina Garland-Lewis, 
who will share photos and stories 
from her efforts to start a health 
clinic for people and pets. You’ll also 
hear from some of the people who 
will make use of the clinic.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

Jamie Boudreau
The Seattle bar Canon has a lot to 
brag about: an antique cash register, 
a bar stained with Angostura bit-
ters (on purpose), and an extensive 
and beautiful liquor collection that 
has won it a number of awards and 
accolades. At this event, hear from 
bartender and Canon founder Jamie 
Boudreau, who will share his book, 
The Canon Cocktail Book: Recipes 
from the Award-Winning Bar, which 
contains 100 classy, daring, and 
inventive cocktail recipes.
Third Place Books Seward Park, 
Free, 7:30 pm

Origin Stories: All We Left 
Behind
Hear origin stories from local stars 
including poet and writer Sarah 
Galvin, poet and Stranger Genius 
nominee Robert Lashley, poet and 
writer Michelle Peñaloza, and fic-
tion writer Jessica Mooney.
The Pine Box, 8:30 pm

DEC 15
Dava Sobel: The Glass 

Universe
Intellectually shallow and priggish 
internet pundit Milo Yiannopoulos 
has been “debating” with jour-
nalists on BBC 4 and “speaking” 
nonsense about gender. One of 
his more recent misogynistic hob-

READINGS & TALKS
By Rich Smith and Julia Raban

THINGS TO DO WINTER

WHO IT IS: Viet Thanh Nguyen. WHEN/WHERE:  February 24 at Central Library. WHY YOU SHOULD SEE IT: 
His novel, ‘The Sympathizer,’ just won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. 
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byhorses is the idea that women 
aren’t cut out for careers in science 
and “maths.” Dava Sobel’s lat-
est work of nonfiction, The Glass 
Universe, is one of the many books 
of hers we can buy and throw at 
his head. This one recounts the 
story of the group of 19th-century 
women who, from their desks 
at Harvard College Observatory, 
showed us the stars in a way we’d 
never seen them before by invent-
ing the fucking spectrum we use 
to identify them. RS
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

Donna Miscolta
Donna Miscolta, author of the 
novel When the de La Cruz Family 
Danced, will share her latest work: 
Hola and Goodbye, a collection of 
stories about immigration, assimila-
tion, and inheritance.
Third Place Books Seward Park, 
Free, 7 pm

Root to Branch: Work of 
Ousmane Sembene, Gloria 
Rolando, Euzhan Palcy,  
and Julie Dash
For the final installment of the 
“Visual Culture of the African 
Continent and its Diaspora” 
series, Frye Art Museum Educator 
Negarra A. Kudumu will speak 
about the aesthetics and concepts 
used by these four influential art-
ists (Ousmane Sembene, Gloria 
Rolando, Euzhan Palcy, and Julie 
Dash) and outline the social and 
political context of their works.
Frye Art Museum, $13, 7 pm

DEC 17
Carola Dunn: Buried  
in the Country
Carola Dunn (author of historical 
romances and crime fiction) will dis-
cuss and sign copies of Buried in the 
Country, the fourth installment in 
her 1960s Cornish Mystery series.
Seattle Mystery Bookshop, noon

DEC 20
Paul Bannick: A Year in the Lives 
of North American Owls
Conservation photographer Paul 
Bannick will speak about how 
owls survive each day and progress 
through life in the context of his 
book Owl: A Year in the Lives of 
North American Owls, including 
“courtship, mating, and nesting 
in spring; fledging and feeding of 
young in summer; learning inde-
pendence in fall; and, finally, win-
ter’s migration.”
The Royal Room, Free, 6 pm

DEC 21
Greg Bear
Science fiction and fantasy author 
Greg Bear (The Way, Queen of 
Angels, Blood Music, Darwin’s 
Radio, and more) will share his lat-
est work, Take Back the Sky, the 
conclusion to his War Dogs trilogy.
University Book Store, 7 pm

DEC 27
Jessica Bennett with Jeannie 

Yandel
Journalist Jessica Bennett is the 
author of Feminist Fight Club: An 
Office Survival Manual, a book 
that garnered positive reviews 
from both Ilana Glazer and Sheryl 
Sandberg. Today, she’ll speak about 
workplace sexism and offer poten-
tial solutions.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

JAN 2
Henry Rollins: Spoken Word

The relentlessly productive Henry 
Rollins (musician, actor, writer, 
television and radio host, come-
dian, and more) will host this eve-
ning of spoken performance that 
will probably be as impossible to 
categorize as he is.
Neptune Theatre, $27, 8 pm

JAN 3
The Name of the Wind

Discuss acclaimed sci-fi author 
Rothfuss’s first novel, a bildungsro-
man about a fierce young boy who 
can wield magic.
University Book Store Mill Creek, 
Free, 6:30 pm

The Road Ahead
Author Shannon Polson was one of 
the first women to fly the Apache 
attack helicopter in the U.S. Army. 
At this event, she’ll be joined by 
other veterans and writers for a 
reading and celebration of short fic-
tion anthology The Road Ahead.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

JAN 4
Contagious Exchanges

I’m not a squealer, typically, but 
I let out a high-pitched noise 
when I saw the lineup for for this 
iteration of Mattilda Bernstein 
Sycamore’s reading series featur-
ing queer writers. These are two 
of the funniest Seattleites alive, 
and they’re going to be telling 
jokes and talking about writing 
while sitting very close to each 
other! Sarah Galvin is a local 
writer and Stranger contributor. 
She’s the author of The Three 
Einsteins (a very funny and quietly 
poignant book of poems) and The 
Best Party of Our Lives (a very poi-
gnant and quietly hilarious book 
of essays about gay marriage). 
She’s got a new book of poems 
coming out called Ugly Time, 
and I hope she reads from and 
talks about that. Stranger weed 
columnist and former “Last Days” 
shiva-sitter David Schmader has a 
new-ish book out, too, and it’s all 
about gettin’ hiiiiiigh. Weed: The 
User’s Guide is a handy and hilari-
ous guide to big chiefin. RS
Hugo House First Hill, Free, 7 pm

Julia Quinn, Elizabeth Boyle, 
Laura Lee Guhrke, and  
Stefanie Sloane
Celebrate the release of Four 
Weddings and a Sixpence, an 
anthology featuring four stories 
connected by marriage and an old 
coin, with the four contributing 
authors: Julia Quinn, Elizabeth 
Boyle, Laura Lee Guhrke, and 
Stefanie Sloane.
University Book Store, 7 pm

JAN 5
Dave Zirin
Sportswriter Dave Zirin (who works 
as the sports editor for The Nation, 
has a blog called Edge of Sports, 
and has authored eight books) will 
speak about his 2011 book The 
John Carlos Story, which examines 
John Carlos and Tommie Smith’s 
famous Black Power salutes dur-
ing the 1968 Olympics. Today, he’ll 
speak about Colin Kaepernick and 
discuss the relationship between 
race, politics, and sports.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

Polly Buckingham
Polly Buckingham will read from 
The Expense of a View, a collec-
tion of 14 short stories about “loss, 
abandonment, and loneliness,” and 
the winner of the 2016 Katherine 
Anne Porter Prize for Short Fiction.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

JAN 6
Gary Taubes: The Case 

Against Sugar
Put down your mocha frappe—
Gary Taubes (Why We Get Fat) will 
speak about his 2016 book The 
Case Against Sugar, which exposes 
the sugar industry, the substance’s 
detrimental health effects, and the 
influential lobbies working to keep 
it so popular.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

JAN 7
Ellie Alexander: Fudge and Jury
Ellie Alexander (a.k.a. Kate Dyer-
Seeley) will discuss and sign cop-
ies of Fudge and Jury, a mystery 
novel that combines the Ashland 
Shakespeare Festival, a fudge-filled 
chocolate festival, and crime. She’ll 
be joined by Oregon extreme sports 
writer Meg Ryan.
Seattle Mystery Bookshop, noon

A Prairie Home Companion  
with Chris Thile
This live performance of NPR’s 
variety radio show A Prairie Home 
Companion will feature mandolinist 
Chris Thile, who is taking over for 
Garrison Keillor.
Paramount Theatre, $31-$61, 
2:45 pm

Wuvable Oaf: Blood & Metal 
Signing with Ed Luce
Ed Luce follows up his adorable 
book Wuvable Oaf with a full-color 

THINGS TO DO READINGS & TALKS

WHO IT IS: Quenton Baker. WHEN/WHERE:  December 9 at Hugo House First Hill. WHY YOU SHOULD 
SEE IT: He often uses a series of arresting images to link contemporary violence against black people with 
America’s history of slavery. Write 

here.

register now at

hugohouse.org>>

More than 60 winter creative writing classes 

for all levels

http://hugohouse.org/
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sequel titled Blood & Metal. Here, 
you can hear him speak about the 
series, learn about the local metal 
and wrestling scenes, and buy 
signed copies of his works.
Fantagraphics Bookstore and 
Gallery, 6 pm

JAN 8
Short Stories Live: Stories from 
the Saturday Evening Post
This edition of “Short Stories 
Live” will feature tales from the 
Saturday Evening Post and inves-
tigate the publication’s impact. 
Look forward to stories from P.G. 
Wodehouse, Robert Heinlein, and 
Shirley Jackson.
Town Hall, $10-$13, 2 pm

JAN 9
Ask the Oracle: Tod Marshall 

and Storme Webber
Presented by Hugo House and 
Hotel Sorrento, this mystic event 
about precognition will feature 
Washington Poet Laureate Tod 
Marshall and poet and performer 
Storme Webber, and will be hosted 
by Johnny Horton. Before the show, 
audience members will write down 
questions about their futures, and 
Horton (in a velvet tuxedo) will 
pose them to the “writer-oracles,” 
who will answer by reading a ran-
dom passage from their own work.
Sorrento Hotel, Free, 7:30 pm

Sylvia Tara with Ruby de Luna: 
The Secret Life of Fat
Biochemist Syliva Tara will present 
her popular science take on fat 
(its advantages, uses, dangers, and 
effects on the human body) while 
speaking about her book The Secret 
Life of Fat: The Science Behind the 
Body’s Least Understood Organ and 
What It Means for You.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

JAN 10
David Grinspoon
Astrobiologist David Grinspoon—
who has conducted research on 
Earth-like and potentially habitable 
planets—will speak about his book 
Earth in Human Hands: Shaping 
Our Planet’s Future, which uses 
other planets as a point of com-
parison to demonstrate the ways 
in which we’ve ruined (or tried to 
ruin) ours.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Joshua Mohr: Sirens
With vulnerability, grit, and hard-
won humor, acclaimed novelist 
Joshua Mohr (All This Life, winner 
of the Northern California Book 
Award) returns with his first book-
length work of nonfiction, Sirens, 
a raw and big-hearted chronicle of 
substance abuse, relapse, and fam-
ily compassion published by Two 
Dollar Radio. Mohr will read from 
Sirens, followed by a book signing.
Hugo House First Hill, Free, 7 pm

Kathleen Alcalá
Author and Bainbridge Island 
resident Kathleen Alcalá—known 
for her short stories, essays, and 
novels—will read from her latest 
work The Deepest Roots: Finding 
Food and Community on a Pacific 
Northwest Island.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Pedro Noguera
Pedro Noguera—a graduate school 
professor of education at UCLA—
will speak about the ways in which 
educators and administrators can 
improve student achievement, sup-
port teachers, and engage students.
Kane Hall, Free, 7:30 pm

Resilience: The Biology of Stress 
& the Science of Hope
This screening of James Redford’s 
documentary Resilience: The 
Biology of Stress & the Science of 
Hope (a take on the long-term 
effects of trauma and chronic 
stress) will be followed by a dis-
cussion with clinical psychologist 

Megan Beers, Ph.D.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

JAN 11
Diane Simmons  
with Jean Godden
Hear about Diane Simmons’s new 
nonfiction book, The Courtship of 
Eva Eldridge: A Story of Bigamy in 
the Marriage Mad Fifties, which 
deals with bigamy, gender roles, 
and postwar culture in the United 
States. She will be interviewed by 
former Seattle City Council mem-
ber Jean Godden.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

JAN 12
Franz Nicolay
Musician Franz Nicolay (from 
the band Hold Steady) presents 
The Humorless Ladies of Border 
Control: Touring the Punk 
Underground from Belgrade to 
Ulaanbaatar, which the publish-
ers describe as “the kind of book 
a punk rock Paul Theroux might 
have written, with a humor remi-
niscent of Gary Shteyngart.”
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Susan Dennard and  
Alexandra Bracken
This double appearance will fea-
ture biologist and novelist Susan 
Dennard with her newest work 
Windwitch alongside Alexandra 
Bracken with her time-traveling 
adventure Wayfarer.
University Book Store, 7 pm

JAN 13
Coll Thrush
Academic and author Coll Thrush 
will read from Indigenous London: 
Native Travelers at the Heart of 
Empire, a book about five centuries 
of London’s history from the per-
spective of indigenous travelers.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

JAN 14
Brightly Presses Shake the Tree 
Reading
Brightly Presses will celebrate 
their poetry anthology Shake the 
Tree with this reading featuring 
writers including Scott Driscoll, 
John Mullen, Deborah Woodard, 
Carolyne Lee Wright, and Kelle 
Grace Gaddis. Get there five min-
utes early and you may even take a 
free copy home.
Rendezvous, Free, 4 pm

Lynn Brunelle
Lynn Brunelle (who has written 
for Bill Nye the Science Guy) will 
speak about her new book for 
kids and parents: Big Science for 
Little People, which offers hands-
on learning opportunities and the 
chance to engage people of all ages 
in scientific discovery.
University Book Store Mill Creek, 
11 am

Tyler Nordgren:  
Sun Moon Earth
You need to start making plans 
for August 21, 2017. On that day 
there’s going to be a total eclipse of 
the sun, a celestial effacement that 
hasn’t occurred in over 40 years. 
You need to prepare in a number 
of ways. (1) Reserve a campsite on 
a mountain. You’ll going to want 
to be in the “path of totality” so 
that you can see the full eclipse, 
and you’ll going to want to be high 
up so you can have the best view. 
(2) Lube up. There’s going to be a 
lot of people flying in from places 
that aren’t in “The Path,” lots of 
hippy outdoor parties, and lots of 
witchy orgies. (3) Go to this talk 
and listen to astronomer Tyler 
Nordgren read from Sun Moon 
Earth, a new book about the way 
ancient and modern scientists 
from all over the world view this 
awe-inspiring phenomenon. RS
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

JAN 14-20
David Sedaris:  

Manuscript Workshop
After his yearly reading at 
Benaroya, the witty, self-deprecat-
ing, hilariously judgmental David 
Sedaris will return to Seattle to 
workshop his new manuscript, 
Theft by Finding. His work will 
probably be polished and beauti-
fully performed, with perfect timing 
and absurdly funny material. Feel 
lucky that he chose our town, and 
help him out by being a responsive, 
honest audience.
Broadway Performance Hall, $50

JAN 17
Shanthi Sekaran
In a review for Shanthi Sekaran’s 
first novel, The Prayer Room, 
New York Times critic Anand 
Giridharadas wrote that she is “a 
master of cadence” and “Sekaran’s 
sentences may be loose gems, but 
she hasn’t strung them together to 
make jewelry.” Find out if she has 
made jewelry with her latest, Lucky 
Boy, about motherhood, immigra-
tion, and American identity.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

JAN 18
Jason Diamond
Jason Diamond will read from 
Searching for John Hughes: Or 
Everything I Thought I Needed to 
Know about Life I Learned from 
Watching ‘80s Movies, which is 
both a memoir about growing 
up with John Hughes movies and 
(an attempt at) a biography of 
Hughes himself.
Elliott Bay Book Company, Free, 
7 pm

Local Voices
Seattle Arts & Lectures presents this 
iteration of Local Voices, featuring 
Seattle writers and educators in 
their Writers in the School program 
reading their original works.
Sorrento Hotel, Free, 7:30 pm

JAN 19
Emily Robbins
Emily Robbins will read from A 
Word for Love, her debut novel—
set in Syria—about “a young 
American woman transformed by 
language, risk, war, and a startling 
new understanding of love.”
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Suzanne O’Sullivan: It’s All  
in Your Head
Learn about psychosomatic 
and unexplained illness at this 
event with neurologist Suzanne 
O’Sullivan, who will share excerpts 
of her debut book It’s All in Your 
Head: True Stories of Imaginary 
Illness, which won the 2016 
Wellcome Book Prize.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

JAN 21
Mike Lawson and Ingrid Thoft
Mike Lawson (a.k.a M.A. Lawson) 
will discuss and sign copies of K 
Street (the third in a series about 
rogue detective Kay Hamilton) 
alongside Ingrid Thoft, who will 
sign Duplicity (about a suspicious 
megachurch).
Seattle Mystery Bookshop, noon

JAN 22
Paula Becker
Hear about Paula Becker’s 
new book, Looking for Betty 
MacDonald: The Egg, the Plague, 
Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle, and I, which 
explores the life of the Mrs. 
Piggle-Wiggle author through her 
Seattle homes.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 3 pm

JAN 23
Sarah van Gelder
Sarah van Gelder (co-founder and 
editor-at-large of YES! magazine) 

Come write in the foothills 
of Mount Rainier.

In the summer of 2017, Mineral 
School will award 19 writers 
with residencies in a historic 
schoolhouse in the lakeside 
village of Mineral, Washington. 
We invite early- and mid-career 
writers of fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry to join us. The cost to 
attend is $425 for two weeks and 
includes a large private studio, 
all meals, opportunities to share 
work, and special events with 
visiting authors. Four writers 
will receive full fellowships for  
two-week residencies. In addition, 
eight writers who are parents 
will receive full fellowships for  

one-week residencies.
APPLY BY  

FEBRUARY 15, 2017 AT 

WWW.MInErAL-SCHOoL.ORGLAKE FOREST PARK
RAVENNA
SEWARD PARK
www.thirdplacebooks.com

http://www.thirdplacebooks.com/


54    SEATTLE ART AND PERFORMANCE 

will read from The Revolution 
Where You Live: Stories from a 
12,000-Mile Journey Through a 
New America, which highlights the 
activism, ambition, and hope in 
America, from packed urban cen-
ters to tiny rural towns.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

JAN 24
Laurie Frankel
Get a sneak peek at Laurie Frankel’s 
new novel, This Is How It Always 
Is—about a family’s young son who 
wants to be a girl, and the inevita-
bility of how “children grow but not 
always according to plan”—on its 
release date.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Megan Chance
Historical fiction author Megan 
Chance will read from her latest 
work, A Drop of Ink, a story that 
features literary figures including 
Julian Estes and Bayard Sonnier.
University Book Store Bellevue, 
6 pm

JAN 25
Lori Tsugawa Whaley
Lori Tsugawa Whaley will share 
her new book The Courage of 
a Samurai: Seven Sword-Sharp 
Principles for Success, which explores 
the samurai’s code of ethics from a 
Japanese American perspective.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Sheila Kohler
Sheila Kohler (author of 10 novels 
and two-time winner of the O. 
Henry prize) will read from her 
latest work, a memoir titled Once 
We Were Sisters, about her older 
sister who died in mysterious cir-
cumstances.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

JAN 26
Dr. Prabhjot Singh: Dying and 
Living in the Neighborhood
Among other positions, Dr. 
Prabhjot Singh is the director of 
the Arnhold Institute and Chair of 
the Department of Health System 
Design and Global Health at the 
Mount Sinai Health System and 
Icahn School of Medicine. At this 
event, he’ll speak about community 
health systems (and the disadvan-
tages of a top-down approach) in 
the context of his new book, Dying 
and Living in the Neighborhood.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

James Hamblin
James Hamblin, MD (senior editor at 
the Atlantic) will read from his new 
book—which shares a name with his 
online video show—If Our Bodies 
Could Talk: A Guide to Operating 
and Maintaining a Human Body.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

JAN 27
Claudia Rowe

Hear Claudia Rowe read from 
The Spider and the Fly, a true 
crime book about the relationship 
between a reporter (Rowe) and a 
man who murdered eight women 
in cold blood.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Michael Lewis in 
Conversation with Steve Scher
Michael Lewis (author of bestselling 
books like The Big Short, Moneyball, 
and The Blind Side) will speak 
about his latest work, The Undoing 
Project: A Friendship That Changed 
Our Minds. This new book explores 
the research-based collaboration 
between psychologists Daniel 
Kahneman and Amos Tversky that 
showed “the ways in which the 
human mind erred, systematically, 
when forced to make judgments in 
uncertain situations.”
University Temple United Methodist 
Church, $32.78, 7 pm

Tim Wise
Activist and author Tim Wise 
(known for his writing on white 
privilege, white ignorance, and anti-
racism) will speak about his work, 
including his latest book, Under 
the Affluence: Shaming the Poor, 
Praising the Rich and Sacrificing the 
Future of America.
Kane Hall, Free, 7:30 pm

JAN 28
Gigi Pandian and Tracy Weber
Gigi Pandian will sign the third 
installment in her Zoe Faust series, 
The Elusive Elixir, alongside Tracy 
Weber, who will sign yoga instructor 
mystery A Fatal Twist.
Seattle Mystery Bookshop,  
Free, noon

JAN 29
An Evening with Ira Glass: 

Seven Things I’ve Learned
Ira Glass, host of NPR’s hit radio 
show This American Life, is in the 
business of making meaning out of 
ordinary (or not-so-ordinary) stories. 
At this event, he’ll use bits of video, 

audio clips, and storytelling to make 
broad points about culture and soci-
ety. Glass is clear that the show will 
morph and grow: “This talk is a con-
tainer for whatever lessons interest 
me the day I show up on stage.”
Benaroya Hall, $33-$59, 7 pm

JAN 30
Jon Raymond

Portland writer Jon Raymond is 
known for his novels (The Half-Life 
and Rain Dragon), his short story 
collection Livability, and his screen-
plays (including Kelly Reichardt’s 
Old Joy and Wendy and Lucy). At 
this event, he’ll speak about his 
new novel Freebird, which follows 
the struggles of a contemporary 
California family.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Lisa Wade: American Hookup
Kids and young adults used to 
“go steady,” and now they’re just 
“hooking up.” In American Hookup, 
sociologist Lisa Wade examines the 
practices of modern sex and dating 
without moralizing, “asking not 
‘How do we go back?’ but ‘Where 
do we go from here?’”
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

Will Schwalbe
Will Schwalbe (author of the best-
selling and tearjerking The End 
of Your Life Book Club, about his 
mother’s death) will read from his 
newest work, Books for Living.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

JAN 31
Ayelet Waldman:  

A Really Good Day
Ayelet Waldman—author of mys-
tery novels, essays about mother-
hood, and more—is a funny if 
controversial internet presence (look 
up her New York Times Notable 
Book List rant/self-proclaimed “hissy 
fit” for an example). At this event, 
she’ll speak about her new book A 
Really Good Day that explores mood 
disorders, LSD micro-dosing, and 
being a Jewish mom.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

FEB 1
Contagious Exchanges

This monthly reading series curated 
and hosted by Mattilda Bernstein 
Sycamore features queer writers—
this time, hear from writer and critic 
John Treat and educator and author 
Chad Goller-Sojourner.
Hugo House First Hill, Free, 7 pm

Fonda Lee
Science fiction and fantasy author 
Fonda Lee (author of Zeroboxer) 
will read from her second book, Exo, 
set in an alien and dystopian future.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Kevin Wilson
Kevin Wilson (author of the bestsell-
ing novel The Family Fang, about 
children of conceptual performance 
artists) will read from his latest, 
Perfect Little World, about a poten-
tially bizarre experiment conducted 
by a child psychologist.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

FEB 1
Helen MacDonald

Helen MacDonald’s H is for Hawk  
is a well-observed, lyrical memoir 
about hawks, T. H. White, and the 
grief of losing a father. Her descrip-
tive sentences pull you in so that 
you feel like you’re just walking 
around and having a nice chat full 
of arcane facts with your pal Helen 
MacDonald, but then she’ll drop a 
surprising image and it’ll hit like a 
firework up close. RS
Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm

FEB 2
M. Jackson
Scientist and author M. Jackson’s 
While Glaciers Slept: Being Human 
in a Time of Climate Change is 
built on the idea that watching the 

climate deteriorate is like watch-
ing your parents die. In the book, 
Jackson weaves together research 
on climate change with her parents’ 
battles with cancer.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

Mike Lawson
Mike Lawson (a.k.a M.A. Lawson) 
will discuss and sign copies of K 
Street, the third in a series about 
rogue detective Kay Hamilton.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Seattle7Writers
Presented by the Seattle7Writers, 
this event will feature local voices 
including Bill Carty, Wilson Diehl, 
and Rachel Kessler.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

FEB 3
Ottessa Moshfegh

Ottessa Moshfegh, whose cele-
brated novel Eileen was shortlisted 
for the 2016 Man Booker prize 
and named a National Book Critics 
Circle Award finalist, will read 
from her latest work, Homesick for 
Another World.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

FEB 6
Dr. Helen Czerski: Storm  
in a Teacup
Physicist and oceanographer Helen 
Czerski (who regularly presents 
science segments for the BBC) will 
share excerpts from her new book, 
Storm in a Teacup: The Physics of 
Everyday Life, which uses the science 
behind mundane, everyday occur-
rences to explain large ideas like cli-
mate change and the energy crisis.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

FEB 6 & 22
Isaac Marion
Isaac Marion authored the best-
selling zombie romance novel Warm 
Bodies, which was noticed for tell-
ing an apocalyptic story from the 
perspective of one of the zombies, 
and adapted into a popular film 
with the same title. At this event, 
he’ll share his newest work, The 
Burning World, another installment 
in the Warm Bodies series.
University Book Store, 7 pm (Feb 
6); King County Library, Bellevue 
Regional Branch, 7 pm (Feb 22)

FEB 7
Kim Harrison
Bestselling author Kim Harrison (a 
pen name used by author Dawn 
Cook) presents her latest novel: The 
Turn, a prequel to her popular and 
dystopian Rachel Morgan series.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Mark Rozema and  
Ana Maria Spagna
At this event, hear from three-time 
Washington State Book award final-
ist Ana Maria Spagna (Reclaimers) 
and 2015 Washington State Book 
Award winner in Biography/Memoir 
Mark Rozema (Road Trip).
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Ross Gay
Ross Gay, who just won the very 
lucrative Kingsley Tufts award (a 
$100,000 purse for outstanding mid-
career work), is a poet who is the 
exact opposite of pretentious. He 
will read from Catalog of Unabashed 
Gratitude, which won the 2015 
National Book Critics Circle Award 
and is full of chatty and warm but 
not smothering poems that are easy 
to grasp on a first read. RS
McCaw Hall, 7:30 pm

FEB 9
Eric Scott Fischl
Eric Scott Fischl will read from and 
discuss Dr. Potter’s Medicine Show, a 
speculative and supernatural histori-
cal fiction book that promises a cast 
of characters including a Civil War 
surgeon turned snake oil salesman, 
fortune-tellers, “musical whores,” a 

drunken dentist, and a body thief.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Paul Auster
Author Paul Auster (known for a 
variety of works, from his debut 
memoir The Invention of Solitude to 
the detective fiction series The New 
York Trilogy) will speak about his 
writing and share his latest project, 
a novel about parallel timelines and 
life choices titled 4 3 2 1. Tickets 
include a copy of the book.
Town Hall, $35/$40, 7:30 pm

FEB 12
Elan Mastai
Screenwriter Elan Mastai (who 
wrote the Irish-Canadian romantic 
comedy The F Word) will read 
from his debut novel, All Our 
Wrong Todays, about a time 
traveler who comes from a future 
utopia and finds himself in our 
current moment.
Central Library, Free, 2 pm

Short Stories Live: Stories 
from the New Yorker Magazine
This edition of “Short Stories Live” 
will focus on tales from the New 
Yorker magazine, showcasing sto-
ries from the ‘40s through the ‘80s, 
including work by Oliver La Farge 
and Renata Adler.
Town Hall, $10-$13, 2 pm

Mira Shimabukuro and  
Bob Shimabukuro
Learn about the history of Japanese 
American experiences in the United 
States from a father-daughter duo. 
Bob Shimabukuro is the author of 
Born in Seattle: The Campaign for 
Japanese American Redress, and 
Mira Shimabukuro’s new book 
is titled Relocating Authority: 
Japanese Americans Writing to 
Redress Mass Incarceration.
Elliott Bay Book Company, Free, 3 pm

FEB 15
A Conversation with the 

Parents of Trayvon Martin
Sybrina Fulton and Tracy Martin 
(the parents of Trayvon Martin, the 
high school student famously and 
fatally shot by neighbor George 
Zimmerman) are coming to Seattle 
to share their new book, Rest in 
Power: The Enduring Life of Trayvon 
Martin, which alternates between 
the perspectives of each parent. 
Learn more about Trayvon—who he 
was, who he could have been—as 
well as the public response to his 
death, the personal ramifications 
for his parents, and their hopes for 
the future.
Town Hall, $10, 7:30 pm

Florence Williams: The Nature Fix
Science writer Florence Williams 
is the author of Breasts: A Natural 
and Unnatural History, an ambi-
tious, funny, and surprising take 
on breasts and their role in today’s 
society. Here, she’ll share from The 
Nature Fix: Why Nature Makes 
Us Happier, Healthier, and More 
Creative, an informed and thor-
oughly researched set of reasons to 
take a walk in the woods.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

Joy Williamson-Lott
Joy Williamson-Lott is a professor 
of education at the University of 
Washington, and at this event she’ll 
speak about the ways in which 
institutions of learning are not only 
unbiased/imperfect, but are in and 
of themselves agents of oppression.
Kane Hall, Free, 7:30 pm

Scott Sonenshein
Rice University professor of manage-
ment Sonenshein will read from his 
book about using your resources at 
hand to achieve better results.
University Book Store, Free, 7 pm

FEB 16
Laurie Frankel and Sarah Domet
Laurie Frankel will speak about her 
new novel, This Is How It Always 
Is—about a family’s young son who 
realizes he wants to be a girl—and 
Sarah Domet will talk about her 

debut, The Guineveres, which 
follows four girls (each named 
Guinevere) abandoned at a convent.
University Book Store, 7 pm

FEB 17
Literary Series: Angela 

Flournoy, Megan Kruse,  
and Phillip B. Williams
Hugo House presents another 
installment of their Literary Series, 
which pairs readings and music to 
reflect a specific theme: this time, 
“Exile.” Look forward to hearing 
from fiction writer Angela Flournoy 
(who wrote the celebrated and 
National Book Award-nominated 
novel The Turner House), writer 
Megan Kruse (Call Me Home), poet 
Phillip B. Williams, and electro-pop 
duo Crater.
Fred Wildlife Refuge, $25, 7:30 pm

A Tiny Sense
Sherman Alexie and Jess 
Walter’s podcast A Tiny Sense of 
Accomplishment took a long hiatus 
recently—but now they’re back, 
ready to merge readings, storytell-
ing, lively discussion, and funny 
chit-chat in a digestible nugget of 
sound. This time, the featured guest 
is novelist and short story writer 
Karen Russell (Swamplandia!), with 
additional guests and musicians to 
be announced later.
Town Hall, $20, 7:30 pm

FEB 20
John Darnielle:  

Universal Harvester
John Darnielle is the face of the 
Mountain Goats, an angsty indie 
folk band known for its lovely melo-
dies and even lovelier lyrics (“I hope 
that our few remaining friends/give 
up on trying to save us/I hope we 
come up with a fail-safe plot/to piss 
off the dumb few that forgave us”). 
He’s also a celebrated author—his 
debut, Wolf in White Van, was a 
National Book Award nominee. 
Hear him read from and talk 
about his second novel, Universal 
Harvester, which centers around a 
creepy, black-and-white scene that 
suddenly appears on a tape at the 
local Video Hut.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

FEB 21
Ian Rankin
Award-winning author Ian Rankin—
best known for his series of detec-
tive novels set in Edinburgh and 
starring Inspector John Rebus—will 
speak about his work.
Central Library, Free, 7 pm

FEB 22
Peter S. Beagle and  
Deborah Grabien
Novelist and screenwriter Peter S. 
Beagle (possibly best known for his 
iconic 1968 novel The Last Unicorn) 
will join novelist and essayist 
Deborah Grabien (Plainsong and The 
Kinkaid Chronicles) for a reading.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Roxane Gay
Writer, cultural critic, and famous 
feminist Roxane Gay (Bad Feminist, 
An Untamed State, and the forth-
coming book Hunger) will speak 
as part of Seattle Arts & Lectures’ 
“Women You Need to Know” series.
Town Hall, $20, 7:30 pm

FEB 23
Derek Thompson: Hit Makers

Atlantic senior editor Derek 
Thompson writes about economics, 
labor markets, and the entertain-
ment business—and at this event, 
he’ll look at what makes a hit 
(from celebrities to business ven-
tures) a hit.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

Emily Fridlund
Emily Fridlund (author of the award-
winning short story collection 
Catapult) will read from her novel 
History of Wolves, which is told 
from the point of view of a 14-year-

THINGS TO DO READINGS & TALKS

KELLY O

WHO IT IS: Sarah Galvin. WHEN/WHERE: December 14 at the Pine Box. 
WHY YOU SHOULD SEE IT: No Seattle poet is funnier. 
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old girl living with her family in 
an abandoned commune in the 
Minnesota wilderness.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

FEB 24
Viet Thanh Nguyen

Viet Thanh Nguyen came to the 
United States as a refugee from 
Vietnam in 1975. This year, his 
debut novel, The Sympathizer, won 
the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, 
as well as a bunch of other top 
awards. The book tells the story of 
the American war in Vietnam from 
the perspective of a communist spy 
serving in the Vietnamese army. 
He’s got a couple new books com-
ing out—including Nothing Ever 
Dies: Vietnam and the Memory of 
War, a multi-genre investigation 
about the way different nations 
remember, work through, and 
forget the lessons of war—but he’ll 
read from his latest, The Refugees, 
a collection of short stories that 
explores “immigration, identity, 
love, and family.” RS
Central Library, Free, 7 pm

FEB 25
Sacred Breath: Ernestine 

Hayes, Raven E. Heavy Runner, 
and Elissa Washuta
The Department of American 
Indian Studies at the University of 
Washington will host the second 
event in the new quarterly reading 
series highlighting Indigenous writ-
ers and storytellers, called Sacred 
Breath because, as they write in 
press materials, “Both storytell-
ing and reading aloud can impact 
audiences through the power of 
presence, allowing for the experi-
ence of the transfer of sacred 
breath as audiences are immersed 
in the experience of being inside 
stories and works of literature.” 
This reading will feature writers 
Ernestine Hayes (Blonde Indian, an 
Alaska Native Memoir), Raven E. 
Heavy Runner (oral historian and 
storyteller), and Elissa Washuta 
(Starvation Mode and My Body Is a 
Book of Rules).
Intellectual House, Free, 5 pm

NW African American Alliance
This group reading is presented by 
the NW African American Alliance, 

a local group of writers.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

FEB 26-28
National Geographic Live:  
The Risky Science of Exploration
Follow along with environmental 
anthropologist Kenny Broad, 
National Geographic’s 2011 
Explorer of the Year, as he takes 
the audience and the Seattle 
Symphony on a story evolution of 
his global journeying.
Benaroya Hall, $26-$46, 2 pm

FEB 27
Alex George
Alex George (author of A Good 
American, a book that Emily St. 
John Mandel called “a beautifully 
written novel, laced with history 
and music”) will share his latest 
work, Setting Free the Kites, a 
story about growing up, family 
tragedy, and revenge.
University Book Store, 7 pm

Bill Hayes
Bill Hayes (who was the partner 
of celebrated scientist and author 
Oliver Sacks before Sacks’s death 
in 2015) will share his latest work, 
a memoir titled Insomniac City: 
New York, Oliver, and Me.
Elliott Bay Book Company,  
Free, 7 pm

Ernestine Hayes
Native American writer and mem-
oirist Ernestine Hayes (Blonde 
Indian) will speak about her new 
book The Tao of the Raven: An 
Alaska Native Memoir, which 
incorporates the story of Raven and 
the Box of Daylight with Hayes’s 
perspective on her own life and 
broader issues that Alaska Natives 
face today.
Third Place Books Seward Park, 
Free, 7:30 pm

FEB 28
Bonnie Rochman:  
The Gene Machine
Health and science writer Bonnie 
Rochman will speak about her 
new book The Gene Machine, 
which explores the possibilities 
and dangers associated with hav-
ing children in an age where the 
technology of genetic testing is 

accelerating rapidly.
Town Hall, $5, 7:30 pm

Ellen Bass
Ellen Bass, whose poems have 
appeared in places including the 
New Yorker, the New York Times 
Magazine, and the Atlantic, will 
speak as part of the 2016-17 
Seattle Arts & Lectures Poetry 
Series. Her most recent book of 
poetry, Like a Beggar, was pub-
lished in April 2014.
McCaw Hall, 7:30 pm

George Saunders
George Saunders (whose politi-
cal essays, cultural analyses, or 
short stories you might have seen 
in The New Yorker, Harper’s, 
McSweeney’s, or GQ) will read 
from his newest work, Lincoln in 
the Bardo. Saunders has a number 
of acclaimed short story collec-
tions and novellas under his belt, 
but this is his (highly anticipated) 
first novel. Tickets include a copy 
of the book.
Town Hall, $32, 7:30 pm

Julian Agyeman
Julian Agyeman (professor of 
urban and environmental policy 
and planning at Tufts University) 
will speak about “just sustain-
abilities,” illustrating the necessary 
connection between environmental 
and social activism.
Kane Hall, Free, 7:30 pm

MARCH 1
Ben Fountain

Ben Fountain, an author and jour-
nalist who has been called “genius” 
by Malcolm Gladwell, has received 
numerous awards, including the 
PEN/Hemingway Award, the Barnes 
& Noble Discover Award for Fiction, 
a Whiting Writers Award, an O. 
Henry Prize, two Pushcart Prizes, 
and two Texas Institute of Letters 
Short Story Awards. He’ll speak as 
part of the 2016-17 Seattle Arts & 
Lectures Literary Arts season.
Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm

EVERY TUESDAY
Seattle Poetry Slam
Every Tuesday, Seattle Poetry Slam 
takes over Re-bar with poetry! They 
start with an open mic, then move 
on to a featured poet and slam. 

Re-bar, $5, 8 pm

EVERY FIRST & THIRD MONDAY
Works in Progress Open Mic
Attend an open mic at one of the 
best literature spots in the city. 
This ultra-supportive but intel-
lectually engaged environment 
is perfect for writers of all levels, 
who want to tackle any form of 
the written word. 
Hugo House First Hill, free, 7 pm

EVERY FIRST WEDNESDAY
Silent Reading Party

Invented by our own Christopher 
Frizzelle, the reading party is every 
first Wednesday of the month at 6 
p.m. That’s when the Fireside Room 
at the Sorrento Hotel goes quiet 
and fills with people with books 
tucked under their arms. (And, 
occasionally, a Kindle or two.) By 
7 p.m., you often can’t get a seat. 
And there’s always free music from 
6 to 8 p.m.
Sorrento Hotel, Free, 6 pm

EVERY FIRST THURSDAY
Seattle StorySLAM

A live amateur storytelling compe-
tition in which audience members 
who put their names in a hat are 
randomly chosen to tell stories on 
a theme. Local comedians tend to 
show up, but lots of nonperform-
ers get in on the action as well.
Fremont Abbey Arts Center,  
$10, 8 pm

THINGS TO DO READINGS & TALKS

GERRY SALVA-CRUZ 

WHO IT IS: Jose Antonio Vargas. WHEN/WHERE: December 8 at the 
Seattle Human Rights Day Celebration at Town Hall. WHY YOU SHOULD 
SEE IT: He’s not legally an American. But he’s an American hero. 

http://www.bedroomsandmore.com/
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BY IAN ROBERTS AND MIKE BAKER OF THE SEATTLE BEER COLLECTIVE

Good-Bye, 2016—Hello, Strong Beer
The shitstorm that has been known as 2016 

is quickly coming to its well-deserved de-
mise, but what of 2017? The potential for 

another, if not even greater, shitstorm of a year 
has been laid out in front of us. We are filled 
with doom, uncertainty, and certain doom 
about what is in store for us with the impend-
ing inauguration this January. Here in Seattle, 
we’re already preparing to say good-bye to the 
sun for the next three months, but that hardly 
seems as dreary as the political forecast of the 
next four years. The holidays are upon us, and 
it just sounds hard to reach down and pull out 
that holiday cheer. One more awkward family 
get-together where you try to keep your mouth 
shut when that uncle, who’s stoked about the 
president-elect, reminds everyone once again 
that he just doesn’t understand “the gays.”

Now, it’s no secret how to turn around those 
holiday blues. It’s the tried-and-true method of 
steadily imbibing to keep that pleasant, dulling 
sensation most call “cheer.” The magic recipe 
that has everyone dancing shirtless at the com-
pany party, kissing a stranger under the mistle-
toe, or thinking that ugly sweater looks good 
on you. There are many choices for this med-
ication, whether it’s a hearty batch of home-
made eggnog that could easily burn the house 
down, a hefty pour of brown liquor, or a pint 
of rich, dark, malty, deliciously seasonal beer. 

Eggnog, as I know it, has one season. 
Whiskey and other spirits seem to be unchang-
ing with every season (I’m sure someone out 
there would disagree), but beer evolves with 
the weather. While there is no set style for the 
winter seasonals, there are some generalities. 
They tend to be malt-forward, a bit darker, and 
pack a higher alcohol by volume (ABV). Mar-
itime’s Jolly Roger has always seemed to go 
down too quickly for a beer nearing 10 percent 
ABV, especially when it’s often only $5 a pint. 

Many seasonals utilize spices that are reminis-
cent of holiday desserts. Boundary Bay’s Cabin 
Fever in years past has made me think of an 
oatmeal cookie. A “newish” local favorite has 
been Holy Mountain’s Bonne Nuit, brewed in 
the tradition of great Belgian strong ales and 
magnificently hopped in the American tradi-
tion, perfect to tuck you in on a cold winter’s 
evening. The major exception to the “winter 
style” is, and has been since 1981, Sierra Neva-
da’s Celebration Ale. This beer is pretty much a 
fresh-hop IPA marketed for the winter. Fuck it, 
why not. We always love hops.

The nice thing about bigger craft brew-
eries like Sierra Nevada making a winter ale 
is that you have a good chance of finding it 
when you’re stuck in an airport over the hol-
idays. Classically, airport bar choices for beer 
have been little more than Budweiser and Sam 
Adams, but airports in blue states seem to be 
fixing that. One of the best beer lists I’ve ever 
seen in Denver was at a restaurant called Root 
Down in the airport, no kidding—and that’s 
a worthy beer town. Here at Sea-Tac Airport, 
we’re able to find local favorites from Silver 
City, Fremont, and more, thanks to the strong 
support that craft beer sees up here from the 
consumer and the industry.

Winter beer season doesn’t just end with 
the popping of corks on New Year’s. Come 
January and February, when winter’s cold, dark 
grasp is securely around us, we are saved by 
the barley wine. On average, these ales start 
around 10 percent ABV but can soar upwards 
of 17 percent ABV. These large beers are often 
put head-to-head in competitions, showcasing 
how far brewers can push their mash tun. The 
oldest of such competitions (known by me) 
is held at the San Francisco Toronado, offer-
ing high-octane beers before noon for more 
than 20 years. Locally, our own Toronado has 

yet to follow suit (fingers crossed), but Brou-
wer’s Cafe has been hosting their Hard Liver 
Barleywine Festival every March since they 
opened more than 10 years ago. Previously, 
this event was run under their original bottle 
store, Bottleworks. Also with over a decade on 
the books is the West Seattle Beveridge Place 
Pub’s Barleywine Bacchanal held every year in 
February. Come January, if you can stand the 
cold of Anchorage, Alaska, you can attend 
the 23rd annual Great Alaska Beer and Barley 
Wine Festival. If you can’t make the trek north, 
try some local favorites, like Big Time’s Old 
Wooly and Pike’s Old Bawdy, both embody-
ing classic malt-forward ales and weighing in 
just under 10 percent ABV. In the newer school 
of barley wines, Black Raven’s Old Birdbrain 
weighs in at over 12 percent ABV and has won 
several top honors at the Great Alaska Beer 
and Barley Wine fest.

By the time spring approaches, our new 
chief of staff will have been ushered in, and 
strong beers will be fading away to lighter 
beers with less of that “cheery” strength. For 
2017, we could use a beer Groundhog Day. 
If ol’ Punxsutawney Phil, Seer of Seers, Sage 
of Sages, Prognosticator of Prognosticators, 
and Weather Prophet Extraordinary, pops 
out and sees that orange-faced bastard man, 
we should be given at least 30 more days of 
strong ales.

If that isn’t enough strong ales to lament 
your discontent, then you probably should 
move to Canada. But then you’re subject to 
Justin Bieber, random moose attacks, and 
most importantly, shitty beer. Well, it’s not all 
bad, but it pales in comparison to the bounty 
of craft we enjoy here. Regardless of what re-
gime is renting the White House, we still have 
great beer, and that’s not going to change. Go 
out, grab another pint, and cheer up. Prost!

MACHINE
HOUSE
BREWERY

5840 Airport Way S. Ste. 121
www.machinehousebrewery.com

Onsite
Taproom

Open Wed-Sun

Fine English Ales 
brewed in the heart  
of Georgetown

SEATTLE’S 
ONLY ALL-CASK 

TAPROOM

http://www.machinehousebrewery.com/
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B arry Jenkins’s second feature film, 
Moonlight, was certainly the best 
film of 2016. And it arrived at the 

right moment. Just as the white nationalist 
Donald Trump was elected, many theaters 
around the United States screened a film 
about a young and gay black American deal-
ing with poverty, crackheads, and bullies. The 
story is very simple, but it manages to be pro-
foundly poetic. If the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences wants to send Trump’s 
America (and indeed Trump’s 
World) a strong message about 
what it means to be a flesh-and-
blood American, then it should 
nominate Moonlight in all of these categories. 
Black filmmakers are rarely represented at 
the Oscars. This shouldn’t be that hard.

Best Director: Barry Jenkins
After watching Barry Jenkins’s first film, 

Medicine for Melancholy, in 2008, I wrote 
that he might be the most important black 
American filmmaker after Charles Burnett, 
the greatest director in the history of black 
American cinema. It was clear to me that, 
like Burnett, Jenkins is a filmmaker with a 
literary soul. It’s not that he displayed in 
Melancholy a gift with words, but that he 
could build with images a story that had the 
force and power of a literary masterpiece. 
With Moonlight, Jenkins has become the 
leading indie black director in the US. On a 
small budget ($5 million), he was able to fuse 
four great performances and the music of 
Nicholas Britell and the cinematography of 
James Laxton into a warm and almost pure 
beam of feeling. For this achievement, he 
deserves to be nominated for best director. 

Best Picture: Moonlight
You just won’t find a more important film 

in what many will certainly count as one 
of the worst years in their lives. The year 
2016 saw the death of three rock icons and 
the election of a bigot at the hands of mil-
lions upon millions of other bigots. Had it 
not been for Moonlight, for its silent power, 

for its restrained beauty, for its profound 
statement about black American culture and 
masculinity, this year would deserve to be 
erased from our cultural memory. 

Best Actor in a Leading Role:  
Ashton Sanders

Though three actors play Chiron at dif-
ferent periods of his life—Chiron as a boy 

called “Little” (Alex Hibbert), 
Chiron as a teen just called 
“Chiron” (Ashton Sanders), 
and Chiron as a young and 
thuggy man called “Black” 
(Trevante Rhodes)—the film’s 
most impressive performance 

is by Ashton Sanders. His Chiron is the star 
of the film. Sanders deserves to be nominat-
ed for so perfectly capturing and effectively 
communicating the aches and vulnerability of 
a young black gay teen. Indeed, we have not 
seen this kind of teen intensity on the screen 
since the moment Jean-Pierre Léaud ran to 
the edge of the sea and, when all hope was 
lost, was frozen in time at the end of François 
Truffaut’s 1959 masterpiece 400 Blows.

Best Actor in a Supporting Role:  
Mahershala Ali

As Little, Chiron is befriended by a lo-
cal, muscular crack dealer named Juan 
(Mahershala Ali), who has a nice house and 
girlfriend, Teresa (Janelle Monáe). Though 
Teresa becomes Chiron’s surrogate mother 
(his real mother is a crackhead), Juan, who 
was born in Cuba, arguably becomes his first 
crush. Mahershala Ali is a great actor (and 
one of the best things in the first season of 
the TV show Luke Cage, as well as an impor-
tant character in the US version of House 
of Cards) who manages to be close but not 
erotically close, and neither really a father 
nor a boy. He keeps open just enough space 
in the relationship for the young man’s de-
sires to cross without fear of rejection. 

Best Actor in a Supporting Role:  
Trevante Rhodes 

As an adult, a muscle-thick Atlanta drug 

dealer and thug, Chiron goes by the nick-
name Black. The reason why Trevante 
Rhodes deserves to be nominated for play-
ing the character at this stage of his life is 
this: It’s not easy to convincingly portray a 
muscle-thick black thug who is secretly gay 
and longs for emotional and sexual connec-
tion with another man. Trevante Rhodes does 
this flawlessly. As he roams the hyper-macho 
streets, we never for a moment doubt that at 
the core of his hyper-macho body is a frail 
gay boy who is emulating his first love, Juan.

Best Actress in a Supporting Role: 
Janelle Monáe

Granted, Teresa, Chiron’s surrogate moth-
er, is not as complex and original as the other 
supporting roles (Juan and Black), but what 
matters most is not 
the character but its 
actor, Janelle Monáe. 
She is one of the most 
progressive soul sing-
ers of our day and, 
as Moonlight makes 
clear, can hold her own 
on-screen. Wow. 

Best Cinematogra-
phy: James Laxton

When we first 
see Juan, he exits 
his souped-up car to 
check on one of his 
young dealers. As Juan 
crosses the street, 
the camera swirls around him, his muscular 
body, his lion-proud head, his confident gait. 
From that moment on, we know we are in 
very good hands. The person handling the 
camera is James Laxton, and what makes 
his work on Moonlight nomination-worthy 
is that it provides the film with a perfectly 
balanced scale between the larger world and 
the individual, as well as the right amount of 
beauty. Though we have some sense of the 
city, Miami, around Little and Chiron, we also 
feel his intense loneliness, his painful lack of 
friends and men to connect with. As for the 

beauty, it is restrained rather than full-blown 
like the Jean Genet section in Todd Haynes’s 
1991 film Poison.

Best Adapted Screenplay: Barry Jenkins
What the best screenplays have in common 

is that they make the most of a few words. 
Wordy screenplays are only good for com-
edies, and there are no jokes in Moonlight. 

It is a drama from beginning to end. 
Based on a story by Tarell Alvin McCraney, a  
Miami-based playwright, Barry Jenkins’s 
script for Moonlight, like Damien Chazelle’s 
script for Whiplash (which was nominated 
for best adapted screenplay in 2015) is eco-
nomical at the level of the plot but compelling 
at the level of the character. It tells a straight 
story in a completely original way. 

Best Music  
(Original Score): 
Nicholas Britell

The reason Nicho-
las Britell deserves 
to be nominated for 
best music score is 
because the three 
themes he composed 
for the three stages in 
Chiron’s life do not so 
much expose or pro-
vide direct access to 
the core of Chiron’s 
emotions as give us 
a sense of his quiet 
struggle through life. 

“Little’s Theme” is performed with the 
higher keys on a piano and recalls some of 
the pieces in Debussy’s “Children’s Corner.” 
“Chiron’s Theme” has deeper piano keys that 
are accompanied by a throaty flute. This is the 
music of a young man whose voice has only 
recently cracked and whose sexual feelings 
are becoming stronger and more apparent. 
“Black’s Theme” is performed with strings 
that capture the gravity of being a muscular 
but melancholy drug dealer. Altogether, they 
form the fugue of this year’s most fascinating 
movie character. ■

Dear Academy, You Know How You 
Rarely Give Oscars to Black Film Artists? 

Moonlight Is Your Chance to Make Things Right
BY CHARLES MUDEDE

Oscar Nominations 
Announcement

Tues Jan 24

89th Academy Awards
Sun Feb 26

Had it not been for 
Moonlight, for its silent 
power, for its restrained 
beauty, for its profound 
statement about black 
American culture and 
masculinity, this year 
would deserve to be 

erased from our cultural 
memory. 
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Two, 2016, Tabaimo, video installation, © Tabaimo / Courtesy of Gallery Koyanagi  and James Cohan Gallery.

The exhibition is organized by  
the Seattle Art Museum  
in collaboration with Tabaimo.

In-kind support for projection  
equipment is provided by  
NEC Display Solutions of America, Inc.

Additional Support
The Japan Foundation

Major Sponsor

NOV 11
THROUGH

FEB 26
LOCATED IN 
VOLUNTEER PARK

visitsam.org 
#Tabaimo

Immersive video installations by contemporary Japanese artist 
Tabaimo, and historic works from SAM’s Asian art collection

http://visitsam.org/

