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THINGS TO DO

Seattle’s Best App for Local Events

Don’t miss all the great things happening in Seattle.

Search Stranger Things To Do in Seattle on the App Store or Google Play.

TheStranger.com/ThingsToDoApp

Get it FREE on
Google Play

Find new and exciting 
things to do in Seattle

Browse curated lists for 
every occasion

Easily search Seattle’s most 
comprehensive calendar

See complete event details 
and get tickets

Get it FREE on the
App Store

http://thestranger.com/ThingsToDoApp
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DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and 
judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. Smoking can kill you. There may be health risks 

associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children.

Open: 8am-11:30pm, 7 days a week

OCEANGREENS420.COM

IT ’S ALWAYS 420 HERE ™

™

$3 edibles $4 pre rolls
$5 grams  $20 1 gram wax 
$15 eighths $60 14 grams
$20 vapes $80 OUNCES

1407 FIFTH AVENUE  |  FIFTH & UNION  |  SEATTLE, WA 98101  |  206.447.9488
turgeonraine.com

Open seven days a week.

“We believe that 
every woman’s engagement ring 
should match her personality.”

TR_Stranger2013.indd   2 3/8/13   6:20 PM

http://oceangreens420.com/
http://turgeonraine.com/
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Flower, Edibles, and More
417 NW 65th Street

206.402.5697
www.thepartakery.com

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery 
under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumptionof this prouct. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of reach of children.

OPEN
Tue-Thurs 11am-9pm 

Fri-Sat 11am-10pm
Sun 11am-7pm

21 + Recreational

Conveniently  
located across from  
Slave to the Needle  
and The Tin Hat

thepartakery @Partakery

Ballard                                                          Cannabis

http://www.thepartakery.com/
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• I’m done peeing outside.

• I need to stop crying every time I throw up.

• I resolve to tweet only if I want to inspire 
positivity in others. #joytotheworld #po-
sivibesonly #healthyliving #gtfonegativ-
ity #nobadjuju #FUCKYOUHATERS 
#livelaughlove

• I resolve to take my antidepressants  
every day.

• This is the last year I give 
love one more chance.

• I am going to make 
amends with the crow 
that hangs out on the fire 
escape outside my cubicle window. I 
don’t know what I ever did to it, but it threw 
a rock at me the other day, so I think we need 
to clear the air.

• I hereby resolve to drink no more than two 
quad Americanos per day, no matter how at-
tractive the barista is.

• I resolve to consume only kale chips and 
coconut LaCroix after sundown.

• In 2017, I resolve to end my indefinite ban 
on karaoke. I will sing songs for which my 
voice—which makes late-career Leonard 
Cohen’s sound like Tim Buckley’s—is totally 
unsuited. Because people can’t get enough of 
the “it’s so bad, it’s horrible” aesthetic.

• I will upholster my apartment in velvet.

• I resolve to finally throw out my orphaned 
socks.

• I resolve to stop resolving to delete Facebook 
from my phone, only to reinstall it five min-
utes later.

• I hereby resolve to always spell out the entire 
word, correctly if possible, even in texts.

•  I hereby resolve not to send dog photos 
to anyone without express written 

consent.

• I hereby resolve to 
choose either Hulu or 
Netflix, as long as I 
never watch either 

one of them.

• No more arguments about why Bernie lost.

• I hereby resolve never to speak or type the 
words “president” and “Trump” consecu-
tively.

• I resolve to spend less money on scented 
candles, which I keep hoping will make me 
more calm in the face of impending fascism, 
and to spend more money on drugs, which 
may actually make me more calm in the face 
of impending fascism.

• I resolve to work out at least one hour a year.

• I will stop peeling bananas from the weird 
end in front of people who don’t know me 
very well.

• I resolve to normalize in-boxes with unread 

messages in the tens of thousands.

• No more memes.

• I will prevent enemies from appropriating the 
term “fake news” for their own purposes.

• Every time I feel ashamed of myself for 
watching porn, I’m going to donate $10 to 
Planned Parenthood.

• In 2017, after 27 years of vegetarianism and 
13 of veganism, I resolve to consume meat 
and dairy. Fuck trying in some small but po-
tentially significant way to help save the en-
vironment. With Trump in office, there’s no 
future anyway. Ecological catastrophe and 
colon cancer can’t come fast enough.

• I resolve to get caught singing Toni Braxton’s 
“Un-Break My Heart” once per fiscal quarter.

• No more arguments about why Hillary lost.

• I resolve to invent an imaginary language this 
year.

• No more doughnuts.

• I resolve to wear purple.

• I resolve to drink only Starbucks VIA Instant 
coffee this year. I’m not even going to drink 
water. Just Starbucks VIA Instant.

• I resolve to incorporate more Theatresports 
into my sex life.

• I resolve to learn Russian before Vladimir Pu-
tin becomes president of the United States of 
Oceania and Eurasia.

•  Я куплю элитной недвижимости и 
ухудшить жилищный кризис в Сиэтле!

• I’m moving to Tacoma, for real this time. ■

Enthusiastic descriptions of Teatro ZinZan-
ni appear in nearly all of Seattle’s tourist 

guides. Seattle Premier Attractions provides a 
typical example: “It is a three-hour whirlwind of 
international cirque, comedy, and cabaret artists 
all served up with a scrumptious multi-course 

feast and elegant libations.” On the way to a 
performance of Welcome to Wonderland, which 
runs through February 26, my Lyft driver said, 
“I saw a thing there 12 years ago, and I gotta 
say, they put on one helluva show.”

For each of these funny, campy, acrobatic 

dinner-theater performances, there are two 
rings of activity. General-admission ticket 
holders share large booths in the outer ring. 
A stage for live musicians also lives out there. 
Performers occupy the inner ring, along with 
guests who sit at special tables. The intensity 
and probability of audience participation in-
creases the closer you sit to the inner ring.

I was jammed into a booth with two middle-
aged couples on a date and an elderly couple 
who were wearing football jerseys. The band 
played spy jazz. Muscular performers shoul-
dered giant spoons like rifles and patrolled 
the grounds. Sequins and velvet covered ev-
erything. It was clear we were supposed to be 
in some kind of drama kid version of Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland.

A guy named Sam from Kennewick sat 
square-jawed at one of the center tables. 
Most of the audience looked like suburban 
types—moms, dads, and normie undergrads. 
The audience ordered drinks with whimsical 
names like “No Thyme to Waste” and “Mad 
Hatter’s Tea Party” and ate crab-stuffed 
chicken breasts. It was three hours of beau-
tiful sex bunnies coaxing adults to eat and 
drink—an elaborate, expensive version of the 
game where you convince a baby to eat the 
puree at the end of a spoon by turning it into 
an airplane. Open up for mommy!

Once the show begins, two hetero normies 
named “Lewis” and “Carol” (Duo Madrona) 
fall down Alice’s rabbit hole and assimilate to 
the druggy, music-filled circus culture they 
find down there. They get loopy on vaped 
opioids, narrowly escape the Red Queen’s 
battle-ax, and ultimately become one mass 

of mutually supportive muscle swinging mid-
heaven on the trapeze. Turns out they were 
sensual circus artists the whole time, they 
only needed a traipse through Wonderland 
to discover their wonderful, non-normie 
selves. The show is a sanitized, albeit dis-
torted, portal to Seattle’s sex-positive, queer 
as fuck, occasionally-drug-inflected culture.

Kevin Kent, who is very fucking funny, 
plays the Red Queen’s servant. Even as he 
hilariously humiliates audience members (a 
soul patch was relentlessly and rightfully 
criticized during the performance I saw), he’s 
never mean. His improvisational skills are 
natural and true, and they’re often candy-
coated critiques of white-bread masculinity.

And yet, a lot of the gags are based on the 
notion that it’s funny when men wear clothes 
that women usually wear or that expressions 
of fabulous gayness are so overwhelming that 
you can only laugh in response. So the jokes 
come at the expense of gay culture, but… the 
gays are getting paid, and I guess it’s better 
to have suburbanites laughing along with you 
than throwing rocks.

The Red Queen, aka Lady Rizo (aka Ame-
lia Zirin-Brown), is a fiery, besequined night-
mare who would make an okay understudy 
for Lady Gaga. Before the soup is served, 
she runs around the room and spanks every-
body. She also sings a lot, and between her 
songs she works in subtle jabs at the burbs, 
mentioning Puyallup and gentrification in 
Belltown. How risqué! And yet, nearly every 
song she sings comes straight from the clas-
sic radio dial. My conservative boomer uncle 
would love that shit. ■

OPEN CITY

To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an 
e-mail to ianonymous@thestranger.com. Please remember 

to change the names of the innocent and guilty.

HOUSE MOUSE
I work in a building where a wack job 
says she saw a mouse. She’s not a wack 
job by its definition, but she is someone 
who definitely starts problems. An-
other guy started setting out traps with 
peanut butter. The other day, out of the 
corner of my eye, I saw something hop-
ping in the trash can. Looking closely, 
it was a mouse trying to jump out. That 
mouse wasn’t doing anything wrong—
just living its life and trying to survive. 
Why would a mouse deserve to die for 
living its life? Mice will die for being a 
nuisance to society. Do you know how 
many people are a nuisance to society? I 
set that mouse free, wished it well, and 
laughed about it.

—Anonymous

STEVEN WEISSMAN

MICHAEL DOUCETT

Teatro ZinZanni’s 
Sanitized Queerness

BY RICH SMITH

2017 NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS

JESSICA STEIN

mailto:ianonymous@thestranger.com
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We are currently  
enrolling for Fall 2017

~We’ve been caring for kids on Capitol Hill since 1979
~Our school is in a beautiful, funky old house
~We have a super-cool playground
~We provide year-round, all-day care
~We have stellar, mindful teachers
~ We’re so much more than a preschool…We actively 
create a community that grows change agents and fuels 
social justice activism 
~We are an amazing source of parenting support
~We embrace families of all structures, colors and religions
~We focus on healthy emotional and social development

Tours are weekly (call us to join one)
Open Houses are January 14 and February 11, 10-12

206-324-4788       info@learningtreemontessori.com
1721 15th Avenue, Seattle, 98122

mailto:info@learningtreemontessori.com
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NEWS

In Seattle, 2016 was the year of 
the renter. Thanks to a number 
of new laws from the Seattle City 

Council, landlords here can no longer 
raise rents on substandard buildings. 
They can no longer refuse to rent 
their properties to certain tenants just 
because those tenants depend on pro-
grams like Social Security to help pay 
their rent. And many landlords will 
soon be required to allow tenants to 
pay their up-front move-in costs over 
the course of several months, mak-
ing it easier for low-income people to 
move into housing.

In a city where more than half of 
all dwellings are rentals, where black 
households have seen their incomes 
fall even as the median household 
income has risen, and where a signifi-
cant number of the city’s new young 
residents are finding jobs at the low-
est end of the income scale, these are 
big victories. But costly housing and 
discriminatory landlords are not just 
Seattle problems. These problems 
exist outside the city limits, too—in-
cluding in the just-outside-Seattle  
suburbs where the low-income people 
now being pushed out of this city are 
most likely to land. This means Se-
attle’s victories are not enough.

Take one of the most important items 
on that list of Seattle wins in 2016: protect-
ing renters from discrimination based on 
how they pay their rent. Across the country, 
even as laws protect people from housing dis-
crimination based on their race, gender, and 
sexual identity, landlords in many states can 
still reject potential tenants because they pay 
their rent using government vouchers, social 
security, child support, or other nontradi-
tional sources. Housing advocates argue that 
this dynamic—known as source of income 
discrimination—can quickly become a proxy 
for discrimination based on race, disability, or 
other factors.

Yet, while Seattle and a handful of other 
Washington cities have addressed this type of 
discrimination, nothing in state law prevents 
landlords outside those cities from continu-
ing it. And although protections against this 
type of discrimination have been repeatedly 
introduced over the last decade, lawmakers in 
Olympia have not acted. Last session, a bill 
outlawing source of income discrimination 
passed the Democrat-controlled state house, 
but the Republican-dominated state senate 
refused to hear it.

The consequences of our state lawmakers’ 
failure to act came into sharp relief for Toya 
Thomas, a 41-year-old single mother of three 
in Renton, when a notice appeared on the door 
of her three-bedroom apartment in August 
notifying her that her landlord would soon 
stop taking Section 8 vouchers. The federally 
funded Section 8 program provides rental as-
sistance for low-income people, people with 
disabilities, and the elderly and is notoriously 

competitive. Tenants can wait months to get a 
voucher and then struggle to find a landlord 
willing to take that voucher before it expires. 
Thomas, who doesn’t currently work because 
of a medical condition, has depended on that 
voucher for more than 10 years.

When she learned she’d have to leave 
her apartment in Renton, Thomas says, 
“All I kept thinking was, ‘You’re gonna be 
out there in the freezing 
air [homeless] with these 
kids.’” Thomas began 
searching frantically for a 
new place to live, a search 
that “became like an ad-
diction” keeping her up at 
night. She says she made a 
portfolio with photos of her 
kids in their church clothes 
to show to potential landlords. She was con-
stantly making calls and scanning Craigslist, 
only to be told by multiple landlords they 
didn’t take Section 8.

“That’s what you’re going through all day,” 
Thomas says. “You’re selling yourself… and 
you’re still being turned down. There are no 
words to express or articulate that feeling.”

In testimony and documents, the Rental 
Housing Association of Washington, which 
represents landlords and has fought against 
tenant protections at the state and local level, 
has claimed that landlords may have “legiti-
mate business reasons” for not wanting to 
accept vouchers like the federally funded 
Section 8 program, including burdensome pa-
perwork. The group has argued that the state 
should focus on liaison programs to connect 
tenants and landlords, rather than new regu-
lations. Other landlords, like Bremerton’s 

Jim Adrian, have disputed that argument to 
state lawmakers. Adrian told a house commit-
tee last year that accepting Section 8 tenants 
has not created an extra burden for him and 
that the tenants on the program have been 
“superb.”

Although some Republicans have been 
sympathetic to the Rental Housing As-
sociation’s position, the fight is not purely 

partisan. State senator 
Mark Miloscia—the Feder-
al Way Republican who has 
made a name for himself 
recently by taking a hard 
line against safe drug con-
sumption sites and claiming 
Seattle needs “adult super-
vision” in addressing its 
homelessness crisis—was 

a cosponsor of last’s year bill to ban source 
of income discrimination. Maureen Walsh, a 
Republican representative-turned-senator 
from Walla Walla, has been supportive in the 
past, too.

In other words: Even as the national Re-
publican Party has ascended on promises to 
slash government benefits and curb regula-
tion—and even as their constituents in rural 
America have bought into the narrative that 
less, not more, government help will lift them 
out of economic hardship—at least a couple 
Republicans in Washington State have taken 
the opposite tack. They have recognized the 
value in a government regulation meant to 
protect low-income people from the worst of 
the private market—either because they are 
moderates who’ve always recognized some 
value in government oversight or because our 
state’s housing crisis has become so acute, 

they now have no alternative.
The result: Even though Dem-

ocrats failed to retake control of 
the Washington State Senate in 
this year’s election, advocates 
are hopeful. Michele Thomas, 
director of policy and advocacy 
at the Washington Low Income 
Housing Alliance and one of the 
lead lobbyists for the bill, says 
housing pressures across the 
state could give the bill a new 
urgency this year. Homeless-
ness increased about 7 percent 
statewide this year, and a report 
from the National Low Income 
Housing Coalition found that a 
minimum-wage worker in Wash-
ington making $9.47 an hour—the 
minimum wage in most places 
outside of Seattle before the 
statewide increase voters passed 
in November—would have to 
work 78 hours a week to afford 
a one-bedroom apartment in the 
state.

“With what’s happened re-
cently around rising rents, the 
importance of homelessness being 
addressed—not just in Seattle but 
across the state—and the many 

families impacted in Renton recently, I think 
all these things together will push lawmakers 
to seriously address this issue,” Thomas says.

State senator David Frockt, the Seattle 
Democrat who plans to sponsor a source of 
income discrimination bill this year, is more 
cautious. Standing before a group of housing 
and homelessness advocates gathered in Se-
attle’s Central District in December, Frockt 
urged them to reach out to people all over 
Washington to lobby for the bill.

“I’ve been in many fights over the years 
between tenant advocacy groups and the 
landlord lobby,” Frockt said. “This is always 
a tough battle… Everyone within 10 miles of 
this spot is going to be very supportive, but 
we do have to build that coalition.”

After Toya Thomas and her neighbors 
faced eviction in Renton, the city council 
there quickly passed a ban on discrimination 
against Section 8 tenants (though that city 
still allows for discrimination based on social 
security or other forms of income). Thomas 
eventually found a new, smaller apartment in 
Kent and says she’s starting to settle in.

If the state legislature again fails to act, lo-
cal rules like the ones passed in Renton and 
Seattle will offer tenants some refuge. But it 
“would not be accurate” to say local lawmak-
ers can stop source of income discrimination 
with city and county laws alone, Assistant At-
torney General Colleen Melody told a state 
house committee last year, because people all 
over the state depend on vouchers and other 
assistance to pay their rent.

“Source of income discrimination is a 
state-level issue,” Melody says, “and it calls 
for a statewide response.” ■

One Simple Way Washington State 
Can Address Its Housing Crisis

Could Olympia Finally Ban Housing Discrimination Based on Income?
BY HEIDI  GROOVER

“You’re selling 
yourself… and 

you’re still being 
turned down.

JONATHAN VANDERWEIT

TOYA THOMAS She feared she would end up homeless after her landlord stopped accepting Section 8 vouchers.
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Architectural Project Designer, Seattle, WA: Perform all phases of arch dsgn 
under dir of lic arch; Conduct proj dsgn, mgt & delivery fm dsgn to build on lgescale & com-
plex projs incl trans, parks, eductl, perform, & resid projs using BIM & energy modeling 
sftwre; Rsrch on proj rqmts & proceed prgmg anal; Engage in zoning & bldg code anal for 
projs located in WA, ID, OR, & other states; Coord w/engrs & other consultants to intgrt diff 
dsgn aspects into unified arch solutions; Visualize proj by 3D rendering & digital fabrication; 
Draft scaled constr docs & supp clnts w/constr contracts; Resolve tech & dsgn issues w/
sustainable impl based on simulation of energy, acoustics, lighting, etc.; Conduct on-site 
observtn to monitor compliance w/ contract docs. Req: M. Arch w/ min 1-yr arch dsgn exp on 
lgescale proj. Strong hand sketching & model making skills, prof in Au- toCAD, Revit, Rhi-
no, RhinoScript, 3Ds Max, V-Ray & Adobe Creative Ste. Knowl of BIM & sustainable dsgn.  
Send CV & e-portfolio to: erik@patanostudio.com.

H ello readers! It is my duty to inform 
you that Clean Your Bong, while pe-

rennially wise advice, is no longer the name 
of this column. Credit the Queen Kisser, 
whose interview under the influence made it 
clear that the best use of this space involves 
me getting high with anyone who wants to 
and having a conversation. Thus, High So-
ciety: In Which David Schmader Converses 
with a Person and They Are Stoned.

Julene Tripp Weaver is a Seattle writer 
and psychotherapist who I first met in 2015 at 
the Rendezvous, where both of us were tak-
ing part in Jennifer 
Jasper’s storytelling 
showcase “Family 
Affair” and where I 
had a memorable in-
termission chat with 
her beau about the 
MOHAI exhibit The 
Rise and Fall of 
Prohibition. More 
recently, Julene e-
mailed me about her 
forthcoming book of 
poetry. “This book 
is a big deal for me. 
I’m revealing my 
HIV-positive sta-
tus as a long-term 
survivor. I worked 
in HIV services for 
over 20 years and 
most of that time 
was very private, 
only telling a small 
circle of people. I 
read your chapter in Sarah Galvin’s book on 
gay marriage and admired how open you are 
about your status and it would be great to 
get together and talk sometime.”

Most fortuitously, Julene was willing to 
execute this get-together-and-talk while 
high on weed, and so we met on a Seattle 
street corner, ducked into 
my car for a puff, then 
proceeded into the Uni-
versity District’s Chaco 
Canyon Cafe, where I had 
a mocha, she had a cocoa 
maca root smoothie, and 
we got lost in 90 minutes 
of THC-enhanced gab. (Full disclosure: I 
also ordered a slice of chocolate-chip banana 
bread that was supposed to be for both of us 
but I ate it all.)

Julene has shoulder-length gray hair 
and an easy grin. When I ask her age, she 
makes me guess, and I come up 10 years 
short. (She’s 64.) Raised in upstate New 
York, with a young adulthood spent in New 
York City, she still has traces of an accent, 
and when I ask her to alert me when she 
begins to feel the effects of the weed, she 
snaps brightly, “Oh, I’m high!” A former 
casual user who left weed behind with her 
1989 move to Seattle, Julene tells me she’s 
smoked “once or twice” over the past 27 
years, and is up for breaking her habitual 
weed avoidance with me.

She mostly seems at home and hap-
py, her intoxication making itself known 
through the occasional loss of a thought: 

“So many ideas racing around!” she says.
Interrogating Julene on her biography, 

I learn she met her partner on the East 
Coast, through the Grassroots Dream 
Community of New York, which gathered 
to communally muse on members’ dreams. 
“I noticed him because he was wearing the 
softest leather dance slippers, and he was 
hugging everyone,” Julene says of her now-
common-law-husband John. “He wanted to 
be in the middle of everything.” Julene and 
John bonded over their mutual but not over-
lapping involvement with ACT UP. Prior to 

meeting him, and at 
that point a lesbian, 
Julene embarked on  
a seven-day bush-
whacking trip in 
Maine’s 100-Mile 
Wilderness, dur-
ing which she did 
daily I Ching draw-
ings and decided 
to embrace her bi-
sexuality. They have 
been together for 34 
years. Julene is also 
an herbalist. When I 
tell her my husband 
is suffering through 
cracked ribs, she 
pulls a series of 
blue vials from her 
pocketbook. But she 
doesn’t have the vial 
she’s looking for—
comfrey, which aids 
healing.

Eventually we get to our medical com-
monalities—partners who didn’t flee in the 
face of HIV, coming out positive in writ-
ing—and stumble into some hilarious high 
conversational terrain, with Julene teas-
ing out “bipolar… suicide… comedian…” 
before recalling “Robin Williams.” I un-

consciously retaliate by 
summarizing Fran Leb-
owitz’s life of literary 
punditry as: “She writes 
with her mouth.”

At one point, conversa-
tion ceases, and I get lost 
in Julene’s scarf, Mondri-

an-like with red, white, and blue stripes. (It’s 
an original creation, Julene tells me, fash-
ioned out of swaths of thrift-store cashmere.)

Then we turn back to HIV. Julene notes: 
“All the lives we lost that would’ve made a dif-
ference in the future.”

When we’re done talking and each back 
home, I e-mail to ask her how she wants to be 
identified in the piece: full name, first name, 
pseudonym? “I want to go real, with my full 
writing name—Julene Tripp Weaver.” This 
is the name that will appear on her book of 
HIV-inspired poems, and “I might as well be 
real in your piece, too.” ■

Julene Tripp Weaver’s book of poems Truth 
Be Bold—Serenading Life and Death in the 
Age of AIDS comes out this spring, with Hugo 
House hosting a publication party on April 
9. Everyone else, e-mail me if you want to get 
high and talk: schmader@thestranger.com.

Positively Baked 
with a Poet

BY DAVID SCHMADER

We got lost in 90 
minutes of THC-
enhanced gab. 

In Which David Schmader Converses with a Person and They Are Stoned

mailto:erik@patanostudio.com
mailto:schmader@thestranger.com
req:M.Arch
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with Michael Bennett
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(1/15) Writers Resist
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(1/16) Letter from Birmingham 
Jail: A Community Reading

(1/17) The Stranger’s 
‘Blabbermouth’ Podcast Live
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Molecular Manufacturing: 
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Nanotechnology
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 Ranky Tanky
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U ntil recently, skateboard-
ing was the only major 

sport in which not a single profes-
sional was out of the closet. That’s 
right, from basketball on down to 
bobsledding, there are out pros.

Last September, that changed. Legendary 
skate pro Brian Anderson came out of the closet 
in a splashy VICE Sports documentary, and the 
skateboard world responded by giving itself a 
big collective pat on the back. While Anderson’s 
announcement is absolutely a milestone for skate-
boarding, as a die-hard skateboarder myself, it’s 
been hard to join in the celebration. You see, I’ve 
been skateboarding for 16 years, and I’ve known I 
wasn’t entirely straight for 15 of them.

Anderson stayed staunchly in the closet for the 
majority of his pro career, but I’ve known he was 
gay since the early aughts, when he approached my 
obnoxiously handsome friend Todd at a Girl Skate-
boards team demo in Shoreline. Anderson told Todd 
in an unequivocally suggestive manner that he had 
beautiful eyes. Years passed after that incident, 
years in which Anderson didn’t come out of the 
closet I knew he was in, years in which he ended up 
serving as a role model for being in the closet.

That said, I understand why he didn’t come out 
earlier. As he put it in the documentary, “Hearing 
‘faggot’ all the time made me think at a young age 
that it was really dangerous to talk about it.” And 
you do hear it all the time. If you’re a dude who is into 
dudes, growing up in the skate community is an 

The Big Secret I’ve Been Keeping 
from My Skater Friends

It’s Taken Me a Long Time to Say This
BY TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE

QUEER LIKE ME I’ve been skateboarding for 16 years, and I’ve known I wasn’t entirely straight for 15 of them.
TIM URPMAN
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exercise in tolerating casual homophobia.
The meet-up spot, in my experience, is one 

of the last bastions of Donald Trump’s just-
between-us-guys “locker room talk.” The 
word “gay” is still considered an acceptable 
pejorative. If someone is being annoying, 
they’re “such a fag.” If someone is battling 
a hard, scary trick, they tell themselves to 
“just do it, no homo.” The implication is that 
equivocation and weakness are implicitly 
queer characteristics—and more important-
ly, that gay people are not good people as far 
as skateboarding is concerned. I had plenty 
of reasons to avoid coming out, but Ander-
son’s reticence—especially because he is so 
deservedly a legend—was a potent confirma-
tion that it was wise to keep my mouth shut.

It’s always been easy for me to fly under the 
radar. I am very much the classic skate bro: I 
primarily date women, I’m covered in dumb 
skate tattoos, and I’m happiest when drinking 
Rainier out of a brown paper bag and idly skat-
ing around the Cal Anderson tennis courts. My 
encounters with guys have been few and far 
between, and they’ve never presented a logisti-
cal problem—they’ve always kind of happened 
at random, and never at places that my skate 
friends or I frequent. If I never said anything 
to anyone, they’d never know.

Indeed, for a long time, I haven’t said any-
thing to anyone. When I was 20, I moved into 
an apartment on Capitol Hill with an older 
skate friend. It was a three-bedroom, and we 
needed someone for the third room, so we 
wrote a Craigslist ad. Right before we posted 
it, he told me he wanted to put something in 
the text to indicate that we’d prefer a straight 
roommate. I’d only awkwardly and abortively 
made out with a male high-school classmate at 
that point, and I didn’t really have a firm hold 
on my sexuality, and I always dated women, so 
I just kept my mouth shut. It seemed so much 
easier to omit the complicated truth.

We ended up describing ourselves in the 
Craigslist ad as “two straight guys,” a phrase 
that, while not overtly discriminatory, still 
didn’t feel great to write, because some part 
of me knew it was code for “no homos.” Three 
months into that lease, I had my first homo-
sexual encounter. I was shopping for ironic 
T-shirts at the Capitol Hill Value Village, and 
my checker just so happened to be the hot-
test guy I had ever laid eyes on—tall and 
ripped. He also happened to be a pretty good 
flirt and, before I knew it, I’d accepted his in-
vitation to come over for a social gathering at 
his apartment. That social gathering ended 
up being him, me, a pack of Lucky Strike 
lights, and some cheap beer. I’m sure you can 
figure out how that went.

When I woke up the next morning, instead 
of being elated that I’d gone to bed with the 
World’s Hottest Guy, there was a lump the 
size of a grapefruit in my throat. I felt, for 
the first time, the fear of being outed. What 
if he told someone I knew? What if my room-
mate found out? I had myself convinced that 
there would be real consequences to my liv-
ing situation, so instead of seeing the World’s 
Hottest Guy again, I ignored his calls and 
doubled down on the farce of being a 100 
percent straight skate bro. Having a healthy 
and enduring attraction to women certainly 
helped. I decided just to focus on that.

However, the more I came to understand 
and accept my identity, the more male part-
ners I had, and the more I was able to be 
open about it with friends and family outside 
of skateboarding, the more I came to under-
stand how fucked up it was that I was closeted 
in such a major portion of my life—among my 
skater friends, who were the best friends I 
had. I was, whether I wanted to admit it or not, 
staying in the closet for all the wrong reasons.

For one, I was coddling straight people’s 
feelings. I’d convinced myself that I was mak-
ing life easier for them by not coming out. I 
was preserving my valuable friendships 

within the world of skateboarding by “not 
making it weird” for anyone. Being in the in-
ner circle is something that was extremely 
important to me growing up. I wanted to be 
down, I wanted to hang out behind the coun-
ter at the skate shop, I wanted to get invited 
to go skate with the older guys.

It always seemed difficult, if not im-
possible, to be both one of the guys and 
someone who is open about occasionally 
sleeping with guys. So I kept it to myself. 
As progressive and accepting and punk as 
skateboarding culture thinks itself to be, it 
is still very uncomfortable with queerness in 
its midst—which is partly why it took Ander-
son so long to come out. It’s easy for straight 
men to understand and accept gayness when 
it’s something that is very clearly delineated, 
when it’s drag queens and pride parades and 
leather daddies. But when it’s someone in 
your crew? Someone you skate with every 
day? Go on road trips with? Talk about girls 
with? That’s a lot closer to home.

In Anderson’s VICE segment, much fan-
fare is made of him not being “into skaters.” 
A significant part of the nearly half-hour seg-
ment is spent on him explaining that he is into 
big, burly bear dudes. I couldn’t help but won-
der if that was there simply so that the skaters 
watching it could be like, “Oh cool, he’s off in 
Gayopolis doing gay things, and when he’s 
skating with the dudes, he’s just skating.”

News flash, motherfuckers, I’m into all 
types of dudes, but when I’m skating, I’m 
always just skating. I find kickflip crooked 
grinds to be a lot more fascinating than your 
fanny. Regardless, one of the main reasons I 
was afraid to come out for so long is that I 
worried I would be an unwelcome addition to 
the session because everyone would assume 
I was checking them out. This is homophobic 
bullshit, the result of a long and deliberate 
campaign by mainstream culture to paint gay 
men as hypersexualized deviants and other-
wise “other,” and I’m over it.

The second reason I found it difficult to 
come out has to do with the awkward position 
that men who do not conform to our ideals of 
gayness or straightness find themselves in. 
Being out and proud always seemed to be 
antithetical to the lifestyle and identity I’d 
become accustomed to, because coming out 
is portrayed as a game of absolutes. Would 
coming out as not 100 percent straight mean 
I had to stop dating women? Stop wearing the 
same pair of Dickies for four days in a row? 
Stop spending rainy Friday nights drinking 
lukewarm Coors Light in a parking garage 
with my skate buds? To follow this line of 
thinking—my line of thinking—it was as if 
everyone would be fine with me being flam-
boyantly gay, but they wouldn’t be fine with 
me being a regular old skater who happens to 
sleep with dudes now and then.

Tobias Coughlin-Bogue.
TIM URPMAN

35th North
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Now I see all of this is wrapped up in 
heterosexual male insecurity. The idea that 
you’re either 100 percent straight or 100 
percent gay is another way of delineating 
the world, separating “them” from “us.” Re-
lying on this rigid definition of sexuality is 
very convenient for men who might not be 
too keen to examine where they fall on the 
spectrum. I know plenty of people who have 
taken the time to ask themselves where they 
stood and have only ended up realizing how 
very straight they are. Those are always the 
people who seem both most secure in their 
heterosexuality and to have no deep need 
to defend it. By contrast, the guys who are 
afraid to examine their own sexuality are the 
ones who, like many Republican congress-
men before them, are potentially in for an 
unpleasant reckoning later in life.

Anyway, even before Anderson made his 
big announcement, I was feeling an ever in-
creasing duty to come out myself. To do my 
part, challenge some notions, change some 
minds, and so on. All I had to do, I realized, 
was own my queerness. Own it in the context 
of skateboarding. Ad-
mit it to people.

So I did, starting 
with my closest, oldest 
skate friends. Truthful-
ly, one of them already 
knew. I don’t remem-
ber the exact moment, 
but I know that, at 
some point in my early 
20s, I let Todd in on 
my secret. I have fuzzy 
memories of being up 
way too late and drunk 
off cheap beer in his 
basement apartment, 
but that describes a lot 
of nights back then.

More recently, my friend Julian picked 
me up to go skate and immediately asked my 
thoughts on the news about Brian Ander-
son coming out. I’d always been particularly 
nervous about Julian finding out about me, es-
pecially during the year and a half that he was 
my manager at a restaurant. He is aggressive-
ly straight and a big fan of the “Who takes it 
in the ass?” genre of good-natured shit-giving.

I always knew it was good-natured shit, 
but something that good-natured shit-givers 
might not know is that it’s actually terrify-
ing. If you’re queer, let’s say, and everyone 
is speculating that you might be queer—with 
the implication being, of course, that you’re 
a weirdo if you are—the prospect of being 
outed is kind of scary. Not “beaten and left 
behind a dumpster to die” scary, but “tearing 
apart the social fabric of your life” scary.

When Julian broached the subject of An-
derson coming out, I quickly realized that 
skateboarding was no longer the only thread 
that held together the social fabric of my life. 
Plus, he was no longer my manager. There 
had never been a more opportune time to 
have the conversation.

“I think it’s rad he did that,” I said. “I 
don’t know if you know this, but I’m also into 
dudes.” This being modern-day Seattle, I was 
pretty sure he wouldn’t kick me out of the car, 
but I was expecting it to be pretty awkward. 
This was a guy who once told me that gay sex 
was the most emasculating thing he could 
imagine.

I was pleasantly surprised to be proved 
wrong. He was the epitome of supportive. He 
did not make it awkward. We talked in the car 
for a while before getting to the skate park, 
and he kept telling me how happy he was for 
me, how proud of me he was, and how excited 
he was for me to finally get this weight off my 
chest. More importantly, he told me that it 
wouldn’t change our friendship a bit, which is 
what I’d been most scared of.

“I just want you to know that it changes 

nothing for me, and it does not make me 
think of you any differently,” he texted me 
later that day, adding, “Fuck anyone that 
treats you unfairly.”

A few weeks ago, I met up with my former 
roommate—the one I wrote that Craigslist 
ad with—for a session, followed by the tra-
ditional post-skating pints at the College Inn 
Pub. After I told him, he gave me the warm-
est, most sincere hug I’ve ever received. We 
talked about the ad, I told him about the Val-
ue Village checker, and I told him about the 
grapefruit-sized lump in my throat the next 
day. It turns out that was entirely unneces-
sary. He wouldn’t have kicked me out of the 
apartment in a million years, he assured me. 
Perhaps for that one time I drunkenly threw 
a computer monitor off the balcony, but defi-
nitely not for being attracted to guys.

“You’re my little brother,” he reminded 
me. “We’re family.”

My coming-out experience, at least within 
my close circle of friends, has been extremely 
heartening. I’ve got a lot more good friends to 
get a beer with (hopefully before this article 

hits the streets), but so far 
the process of coming out 
as queer has restored the 
faith I’d lost in skateboard-
ing as a refuge for misfits. 
(For what it’s worth, yes, I 
think of myself as “queer.” 
I don’t think of myself as 
“bisexual”—that word 
sounds too binary and dat-
ed to me.)

The really hard part 
is changing the culture, 
and that’s the motivation 
behind coming out, and 
the motivation behind this 
article. Changing the cul-

ture means challenging harmful stereotypes 
wherever you encounter them, however un-
comfortable the ensuing conversation might 
be. It means potentially being called “that 
dude who wrote the article about being gay.” 
Honestly, it kind of sucks, but I can’t in good 
conscience continue to let this stuff slide.

Despite all the broken bones, missed 
exams, legal citations, and ruined relation-
ships it has led to, skateboarding has been 
an overwhelmingly positive influence on my 
life. It keeps me healthy and happy. It helps 
me forget Donald Trump for a few precious 
minutes each day. It’s something I’m deeply 
emotionally invested in, as frustrating as that 
investment can sometimes be. It’s the biases 
that are endemic to skateboarding in general, 
not skateboarders specifically, that I feel duty 
bound to challenge. I want us to do better.

Skateboarding, culturally and conver-
sationally, still seems to suggest that you 
cannot be one of its “core” practitioners and 
be queer. You can be a novelty, you can nose-
grind a huge handrail in chaps and a thong 
on the cover of Big Brother magazine’s “Gay 
Issue,” but you can’t be a serious, tough-guy 
skater’s skater. (The novelty phenomenon 
is even worse for female skaters, sadly, but 
that’s another article.) Anderson being the 
first pro to come out certainly helps, as it 
doesn’t get much more serious and tough 
than him, but he didn’t come out until near 
the end of his skate career. It’s going to take 
more than that.

If we want to drive the toxic masculinity 
out of this subculture, if we want to ensure 
that this thing we love is welcoming to peo-
ple, we need to do it on a local level, person to 
person. Skaters like me, who are in a position 
to challenge the assumptions that skate-
boarding’s homophobia rests upon, need to 
challenge those assumptions whenever we 
safely can, and we need to be loud about it. 
Cultural change doesn’t happen in the space 
of one VICE doc. It happens incrementally, 
and it starts with individuals. ■

If you’re a dude 
who is into 

dudes, growing 
up in the skate 
community is 
an exercise 
in tolerating 

casual 
homophobia.
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My brother is a virgin and turning 30 in a few 
weeks. He said he wants to hire an escort just for 
drinks and conversation for his birthday, but he 
doesn’t really know how to tell what’s a reliable 
service or what criteria he should be looking for 
to tell whether an agency is legit, reliable, etc. 
I’m very happy he came to me with this because 
I can tell it’s not something he wants to share 
with many people—but I don’t 
have any advice or knowledge 
to pass on regarding this and I 
want to respect his privacy by 
not discussing it with everyone 
in our social circles. Do you have 
any advice in regards to what he 
should be looking for?

My Younger Brother’s 
Romantic Order

“Look to social media,” said Mis-
tress Matisse, a writer, sex worker, 
and sex-workers-rights activist. “Now that so many 
review boards have been taken down, social media 
is the best way to find a good independent escort.”

About those review boards: Law enforce-
ment agencies, always on the lookout for ways to 
“save” sex workers by making their jobs more 
dangerous, have gone after online sites, aka 
review boards, where clients rated and ranked 
escorts and—more importantly—escorts com-
municated with each other about safety, clients 
to avoid (flaky, rude, unhygienic), and clients 
they absolutely shouldn’t see (erratic, threat-
ening, violent). Elizabeth Nolan Brown wrote a 
great piece for Reason about the issue last fall 
(“The Truth About the Biggest US Sex Traffick-
ing Story of the Year,” September 9, 2016), and 
everyone should go read it at Reason.com.

Anyway, MYBRO, back to your brother and 
Matisse’s advice.

“I’m not saying ‘no social media’ equals ‘bad 
escort,’” said Matisse. “There are lots of good 
escorts who don’t have much of a social-media 
presence. But if you want to get to know a little 
about who someone is before you meet them, 
that’s just how you do it now.”

Another rarely discussed, per-
fectly legal alternative to figuring 
out if an escort is for real: pay them 
to meet up for drinks and conversa-
tion, which just so happens to be all 
your brother wants (or all he’s willing 
to tell you he wants).

“Obviously, this is not a good 
option for the budget-conscious,” 
said Matisse. “But if you want to 
test your chemistry and create 
some trust on both sides before 
booking a private date, it’s a solid 

way to go. Note the keyword, though: PAY her 
for her time. (Most ladies have a public social 
meeting fee that’s lower than private-time 
rates.) And remember the basic rules when you 
do decide to set a private-time date: Don’t ask 
about sex and don’t talk about money other than 
to briefly acknowledge that you have seen her 
rates and agree to pay for her time. Expect to 
use condoms and to abide by the rules of who-
ever you’re seeing.”

You can follow Mistress Matisse on Twitter 
@mistressmatisse.

I’ve been reading your column for years, and it 
has definitely helped me develop a sex-positive 
view of dating, relationships, sex, and otherwise. 
I’ve been seeing a girl recently who revealed to 

SAVAGE LOVE
Just Drinks  BY DAN SAVAGE

JOE NEWTON

me she’s a cam girl. I’m totally okay with it. She 
makes a great living, it’s important to her, and it 
turns her on—all great things! But it’s something 
she likes to keep to herself, and for good reason, 
obviously. People, however, are obsessed with 
what other people do for a living. So what’s the 
best answer for when I’m asked what she does? 
She’s as unsure of what to say as I am. I’m bring-
ing her to a company event (I work in finance), 
and both of us are sure everyone is going to ask 
what she does (cocktail party small talk is the 
worst!). What are your thoughts on this subject 
and other things in a relationship like this?

Man Behind The Cam Girl

Say this: “She’s an independent contractor with 
a video production company—she makes her 
own hours and works from home. It’s a great 
gig. Oh hey, how about them Bears/Colts/Cubs/
Broncos/Braves/WhateverTheFucks.”

I’m a tall, slender, attractive, fit, artistic, 
female 65-year old, taking testosterone, and now 
without a partner. I’m not sure how to go about 
engaging in noncommittal quick sex dates. I 
don’t know of any escort services for the ladies, 
but I would be interested. I’m also interested in 
exploring the bisexual side of life. Where would 
you advise I go?

Curious And Wondering

I’m going to echo Mistress Matisse and suggest 
diving into Sex Work Twitter. Most male sex work-
ers target their ads/online presence to other males, 
since men are likelier to buy sex, but many male 
escorts are bisexual or straight but gay-for-pay. 
They’ll happily see female clients, as will many 
female sex workers, you just gotta ask—politely 
and, again, without talking about sex explicitly. 
Remember: You’re paying for the escort’s time, 
CAW, anything else that happens is just consent-
ing adults doing consenting adult things.

I have a suggestion for GAYMAN, the guy who 
just got out of an abusive relationship and wanted 
to know how to reconnect with his sexuality and 
other gay men. I came out three years ago, and 

I must say that joining the organization Front-
runners changed my life. It’s an LGBTQ-friendly 
running group, and I found so much support 
there as a man coming out late in life. I’ve met so 
many LGBTQ people, from all backgrounds, with 
extremely varied interests, and it really opened 
me up socially. I’m happy to say I’ve made some 
great friends in the year that I have participated.

Running While Queer

Love your column. Often you get questions 
on how to meet people/find partners, and you 
respond, “Get out of the house, go to the gym, 
volunteer.” Here’s one activity you haven’t men-
tioned: sign up for dance lessons, e.g., salsa, 
swing, tango, ballroom, etc. It’s not hard to find a 
dance studio that offers group lessons, and part-
ners aren’t required. Anyone can join a class. 
A group dance class will expose you to many 
people and put them right in your arms as an 
introduction. I can’t think of a better way to meet 
people. I’m a straight guy who met his last six 
girlfriends—the latest at nine years and count-
ing—in dance classes. I honestly wouldn’t know 
what to do at a bar. Obviously, partner dance isn’t 
for everyone, but skeptics might be surprised. It’s 
a pretty great environment, and people seem at 
ease because everyone is focused on having fun.

Strictly Come Dancing

Thanks for sharing, RWQ and SCD.

READERS: Psychotherapist, author, and friend 
Esther Perel (Mating in Captivity) is seeking 
couples to be featured on her upcoming origi-
nal audio series. Couples can be married or in 
a long-term committed relationship, and from 
all sexual orientations and cultural, racial, and 
religious backgrounds. Gay male couples are 
particularly encouraged to apply. For more info, 
go to tinyurl.com/perelaudio. ■

Listen to the Savage Lovecast every week at 
savagelovecast.com.

mail@savagelove.net
@fakedansavage on Twitter

mailto:mail@savagelove.net
http://reason.com/
http://tinyurl.com/perelaudio
http://savagelovecast.com/
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Jordan  
Spade

“You get 

the feeling 

that Jordan’s 

made thousands 

of paintings to 

get to this point, 

and that he has to do 

it every day. The kind of 

confidence, complexity and 

mayhem that exists in each 

work only results from that 

level of comfort. The painting 

themselves however, are quite the 

opposite of comforting...  

in the very best way possible.”  

-Shawn Carney, Senior Art Director

T: The New York Times Style Magazine

@jaded_aprons

SOLO EXHIBITION: ONE YEAR, 120 PAINTINGS
ONE NIGHT ONLY Saturday January 14th

Open to the public 7:00 - 11:00

Base: Experimental  
Art + Space 

6520 5th Ave S #122 
Seattle, WA 98108
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Seattle Art Fair. He makes sculptural instal-
lations, paintings, textiles, and videos that 
are pointed embodiments of his experi-
ences as a Latino man in a blinkered white 
culture. In one video, he spent a protracted 
time snipping blades of grass with handheld 
scissors, performing a laborious task with 
pride and precision. In large wall textiles, he 
takes discarded yardage from the Pendleton 
mills, where manufactured blankets mimic 
indigenous trade items from the Southwest 
and Mexico, and paints fi elds of color on 
them so they resemble the high art of Mark 
Rothko’s color fi elds. With titles like When 
All You Have Left Are Limes, Make Margari-
tas, Nod and Smile and Old and Faithful 
Since 1848 (Yellowstone), the pieces contrast 
his family’s hard history of migrant work 
with the grandiosity and sublimity of art 
and landscape. They reject the presumption 
that we all share the same Northwest. (Greg 
Kucera Gallery, opening reception Thurs Jan 
5 from 6-8 pm, artist talk Sat Jan 7 at noon, 
free, through Feb 18) JEN GRAVES 

We also recommend…

ART EVENTS

First Thursday Art Walk: Pioneer Square, 
Thurs Jan 5, free

MUSEUMS

30 Americans: Tacoma Art Museum, Tues-
Sun, $14, through Jan 15
African Renaissances: Seattle Art Mu-
seum, Wed-Mon, $25, through July 16
Big Picture: Art After 1945: Seattle Art 
Museum, Wed-Sun, $25
Black Bodies in Propaganda: Northwest 
African American Museum, Wed-Sun, $7
Chuck Close Photographs: Henry Art Gal-
lery, Wed-Sun, $10, through April 2
Divine Ammunition: The Sculpture of Al 
Farrow: Bellevue Arts Museum, Tues-Sun, 
$12, through May 7
Everything has been material for 
scissors to shape: Wing Luke Museum, 
Tues-Sun, $14.95, through April 16
Jennifer West: Film Is Dead…: Seattle Art 
Museum, Wed-Mon, $25, through May 7
MOTHA and Chris E. Vargas present: 
Transhirstory in 99 Objects: Henry Art 
Gallery, Wed-Sun, $10, through June 4
Paul McCarthy: White Snow, Wood 
Sculptures: Henry Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, 
$10, through Jan 15
Tabaimo: Utsutsushi Utsushi: Asian Art 
Museum, Wed-Sun, $9, through Feb 26
Terratopia: The Chinese Landscape in 
Painting and Film: Asian Art Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $9, through Feb 26
To: Seattle | Subject: Personal: Frye Art 
Museum, Tues-Sun, free, through Jan 8
Victoria Haven: Blue Sun: Olympic Sculp-
ture Park, free, through March 5
We Are the Ocean: An Indigenous 
Response to Climate Change: Wing Luke 
Museum, Tues-Sun, $14.95, through Nov 12
Yves Saint Laurent: The Perfection of 
Style: Seattle Art Museum, Wed-Mon, $25, 
through Jan 8

READINGS & TALKS

Contagious 
Exchanges: 
Queer Writers in 
Conversation
 DON’T MISS  I’m not typically a squealer, 
but I let out a high-pitched noise when I 
saw the lineup for this iteration of Mattilda 
Bernstein Sycamore’s reading series featur-
ing queer writers. Sarah Galvin is the author 
of The Three Einsteins (a very funny and 
quietly poignant book of poems) and The 
Best Party of Our Lives (a very poignant and 
quietly hilarious book of essays about gay 
marriage). Stranger weed columnist David 
Schmader has a new-ish book out, too, and 
it’s all about gettin’ hiiiiiigh. Weed: The 
User’s Guide is a handy and hilarious guide 

to big chiefi n. (Hugo House First Hill, Wed 
Jan 4, 7 pm, free) RICH SMITH

We also recommend…

Ask the Oracle: Tod Marshall and Storme 
Webber: Sorrento Hotel, Mon Jan 9, 
7:30 pm, free 
Coming of Age at the End of Nature: 
Group Reading with Amelia Urry, C.J. 
Goulding, and Bonnie Frye Hemphill: 
Elliott Bay Book Company, Mon Jan 9, 
7 pm, free 
Gary Taubes: The Case Against Sugar: 
Town Hall, Fri Jan 6, 7:30 pm, $5
Kathleen Alcalá with Heather Burger 
and Bob & Nancy Fortner: Elliott Bay Book 
Company, Tues Jan 10, 7 pm, free
Martha Grover with Corinne Manning: 
Elliott Bay Book Company, Sat Jan 7, 
7 pm, free
Reading Through It: A Post-Election 
Book Club featuring Citizen: An Ameri-
can Lyric: Third Place Books Seward Park, 

Wed Jan 4, 7-8 pm, $20 for book
Seattle StorySLAM: Voyage: Fremont Ab-
bey, Thurs Jan 5, 8 pm, $10
Silent Reading Party: Sorrento Hotel, Wed 
Jan 4, 6 pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com

ART

Juventino Aranda: 
Weed the Lawn and 
Feed the Roses
 DON’T MISS  This is Walla Walla artist 
Juventino Aranda’s fi rst solo exhibition at 
Greg Kucera Gallery, and it’s well-deserved 
and exciting for the gallery. Aranda was 
included in Tacoma Art Museum’s NW Art 
Now in 2016, in Out of Sight at King Street 
Station, and in the electric What You See Is 
What You Sweat exhibition at CoCA during 

All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week

THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTUREARTS & CULTURE

KELLY O

Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
at strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD   Stranger Things To Do

Contagious Exchanges: Queer Writers in Conversation
Wed Jan 4 at Hugo House First Hill

Continued

http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE
GALLERIES

10th Annual Holiday Mini Art Extrava-
ganza: Ghost Gallery, Thurs-Sun, free, 
through Feb 5
Christopher Shaw: The Tea Library III: 
ArtXchange, Tues-Sat, free, through Jan 21 
A Closer Look: Pivot Art + Culture, Tues-
Sun, $5, through Feb 26
Coast to Coast - WEST: Washington State 
Convention & Trade Center, Mon-Fri, free, 
through Jan 11
David Jaewon Oh: Combatants: 4Culture, 
opening reception Thurs Jan 5, 6-8 pm, free, 
through Jan 26
Implied Fictions: Pivot Art + Culture, Tues-
Sun, $5, through Feb 26
James Martin: Lion Around: Foster/White 
Gallery, Jan 5-21, free
Jeff Gerber: It Seemed Endless: Glassbox 
Gallery, opening reception Thurs Jan 5, 7-10 
pm, free, through Jan 28
Kate Protage: SAM Gallery, Wed-Mon, 
free, through Jan 8
Kiss Fear: BONFIRE, Wed-Sat, free, through 
Jan 28
Michael Knutson: Symmetrical Fields: 
Greg Kucera Gallery, opening reception 
Thurs Jan 5 from 6-8 pm, artist talk Sat Jan 7 
at noon, free, through Feb 18
Monica Lisette-Sanchez: Explorations 
From an In-Between Place: Ethnic Art Gal-
lery, Mon-Fri, free, through Jan 13
Portrayal: Contemporary Portraiture: 
North Seattle College Art Gallery, Mon-Fri, 
free, through Jan 20
Precocious: Push/Pull, free, through Jan 17
Richard Rezac and Julia Fish: James Harris 
Gallery, Jan 5-Feb 11, free
Timea Tihanyi and Nicholas Nyland: 
Linda Hodges Gallery, opening reception 
Thurs Jan 5, 6-8 pm, free, through Jan 28 
Truth B Told: King Street Station, opening 
reception Sun Jan 8, 1-4 pm, free, through 
Feb 4
We Are a Crowd of Others: MadArt, Wed-
Sat, free, through Jan 28
We Told You So: Comics as Art Exhibi-
tion: Fantagraphics Bookstore and Gallery, 
free, through Jan 11
Winter Gymnastics: G. Gibson Gallery, 
Wed-Sat, free, through Jan 7

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

FOOD & DRINK

Silent Movie 
Sundays: Charlie 
Chaplin
 DON’T MISS  Once, wandering around Bue-
nos Aires with a box of cheap wine, I came 
across an amphitheater in a park playing 
Buster Keaton’s The Cameraman. After sev-
eral weeks of only occasionally breaking the 
language barrier, it was nice to finally be 
in on the joke. That’s the great thing about 
silent films—they’re universally appreciable. 
If someone doesn’t find the dressing-room 
scene from that movie, wherein Keaton and 
a much larger dude crawl in and out of a 
single bathing garment after finding them-
selves stuck in the same dressing room, they 
probably don’t have a pulse. Sadly, Knee 
High Stocking Co.’s Buster Keaton night was 
back in November. Not so sadly, that means 
its Charlie Chaplin night, which is appropri-
ate given its proximity to the inauguration. 
In 1940, Chaplin had the nuts (and wealth) 
to push forward with The Great Dictator, a 
film that aggressively lampooned Adolf Hit-
ler and ended with a fourth-wall-breaking 

five-minute speech imploring the world 
not to accept fascism. It also represented 
a huge career risk, and he paid dearly for 
it. “I was determined to go ahead,” he 
famously said of the film, “for Hitler must 
be laughed at.” In just over a week, we will 
inaugurate a modern-day fascist, and we’d 
better be ready to laugh if we don’t want to 
spend the next four years crying. Go get a 
stiff drink, revel in some top-notch physical 
comedy, and take some small pleasure in the 
thought of how ruthlessly Chaplin would 
roast Trump, were he around to do it. (Knee 
High Stocking Co., Sun Jan 8) TOBIAS 
COUGHLIN-BOGUE

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

QUEER

First Wednesday 
Queer Film: 
Holiday Heart
 DON’T MISS  If you haven’t fallen under 
the spell of local legend Mark “Mom” 
Finley, now’s your chance to see him in 
person and on the big screen. Finley hosts 
a screening of the lesser-known (but 
excellent!) Pacific Northwest heart-warm-
er Holiday Heart, based on the play of the 
same name. It stars Ving Rhames as a gold-
hearted drag queen who forms an unlikely 
bond with a single mom played by Alfre 
Woodard—I mean, honestly, what plans 
could you possibly have on a Wednesday 
night that could ever hope to top that? 
(Northwest Film Forum, Wed Jan 4, 7 pm, 
$5) MATT BAUME

We also recommend…

Arthaus 3.0: Bodacious Beach Party: 
Kremwerk, Sat Jan 7, 7 pm, $5/$7
The Gay Uncle Time Final Show: Rendez-
vous, Wed Jan 4, 7 pm, $10 suggested

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

FILM

Hidden Figures
 DON’T MISS  The function of white ideol-
ogy is to place the blame of black poverty 
on black people themselves. They are 
not smart enough, they are lazy, they are 
like children—therefore they live in the 
projects, they are on welfare, they per-
form poorly academically. But the golden 
bowl of this logic gets a crack whenever a 
person or an event makes the truth visible: 
Blacks are as stupid or as smart as any 
other group of people. This is why a movie 
like Hidden Figures is so important—a film 
about a black mathematician, Katherine 
Johnson (played by Taraji P. Henson), who 
worked for NASA and participated in 
its key projects in the 1960s. The math-
ematician was also a woman, and so she 
challenged not only white ideology but 
also male ideology. She had to be hidden 
twice. The movie also stars Janelle Monáe, 
who made her mark in the best movie 
of 2016, Moonlight. (Various locations) 
CHARLES MUDEDE

We also recommend…

Amityville: The Awakening: Various 
locations, opens Fri Jan 6
Arrival: Various locations
Blade Runner: The Final Cut: Central 
Cinema, Jan 6-10, 9:30 pm, $8

Continued

http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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1 Asian Art Museum
1400 E. Prospect St. 206-654-3100
seattleartmuseum.org
Tabaimo: utsutsushi utsushi. Tabaimo is a globally 
acclaimed Japanese artist known for her immersive 
and thought-provoking video installations. Combining 
hand-drawn images that evoke traditional Japanese 
woodblock print (ukiyo-e) with digital manipulation, 
Tabaimo’s animated installations o er a critical and 
complex view of contemporary Japanese society.

2 Joe Bar
810 E. Roy St. 206-324-0407
joebar.org
Joe Bar Presents: Leaving the Planet, new work by 
Greg Stump On display will be two dozen new ink 
& watercolor illustrations by longtime Stranger and 
Comics Journal contributor Greg Stump in his first solo 
art show.

3 Generations
507 E Mercer
generationseattle.com
OBSERVE: Yoga + Visual Art. Thursday, Jan. 12th 
7-8:15pm and Friday Jan. 13th, 6-7:15PM. This yoga 
experience merges a unique all-levels vinyasa flow 
with surreal video art that fills the space with imagery 
while you explore postures and breath, creating a truly 
interactive yoga-art installation. Class is 75 minutes and 
led by Rosie Llewellyn RYT 500, a Seattle based artist 
musing as ‘Rosie In Space’, while dreamlike visuals by 
Allyce Andrew are projected onto the spacious, blank 
gallery walls. Ticket Info: www.rosieinspace.com/thrills

4 Kismet Salon and Spa
512 Broadway E. 206-860-0323
salonkismet.com
NYC artist Amanda Predmore creates larger than life oil 
paintings and charcoal portraits that have a tendency 
to reveal truth of character in her subjects, and painting 
landscapes that bring solace and peace.

5 Americana
219 Broadway E. 206-328-4604
americanaseattle.com
Mike Canty as “Sketch Weird” delves deep into the 
imagination with strange and wonderful images on 
scratchboard.

6 Honor Co ee and Tea
131 Broadway E
honorco ee.com
Featuring encaustic artist Colette Dutton! Stop by grab 
a hot drink to enjoy while you peruse! All co ee, tea, 
and hot chocolate will be buy one, get one half o . 
5-7PM.

7 Artful Dodger Tattoo & Comics
1715 East Olive Way 206-323-4657
adtcseattle.com
Showcasing the work of our in-house tattoo artists. 
Come check out the paintings and drawings of our 
talented crew!

8 Dendroica Gallery
1718 East Olive Way, Suite A
dendroicagallery.com
Dendroica Gallery presents “Psychospatial II,” opening 
January 12th. Reilly Donovan deploys a VR based 
artwork of urban scans in “Hypnogogic Hypnopompia.” 
Joseph Gray emits projection mapping on the gallery 
architecture. Open 5-9PM.

9 Fred Wildlife Refuge
128 Belmont Ave. E. 206-588-6959
fredwildliferefuge.com
ART + HEALTH INSURANCE! WithinReach and Public 
Health–Seattle & King County sta  (all certified and 
experienced health insurance navigators) will be avail-
able to sign people up for insurance and other public 
assistance programs at Fred Wildlife Refuge. Attendees 
can enroll in a ordable insurance plans and see if 
they qualify for other programs such as ORCA LIFT, a 
discounted transit pass. Artwork curated by Path With 
Art, and the bar will be open to the public for Art Walk. 
5-8pm, FREE, 21+

10 Glo’s
1621 E Olive Way  206-324-2577
Chloe Albin is a dancer and teaching artist in Seattle. 
She picked up embroidery one day, and it quickly 
escalated into an addiction. She hopes to expand the 
audience for her work so that these sassy little cre-
ations can find homes. Because all items are made to 
order, many are custom, all are personal. Visit her Etsy 
at https://www.etsy.com/shop/HelloChloeMarie

11 Ghost Gallery
504 E. Denny Way  206-832-6063 
ghostgalleryshop.com
It’s the 10th Annual Holiday Mini Art Exhibit, Part II! 
Happy 10 years to our favorite group show, featuring 
100’s of small works a ordably priced for collecting & 
gifting. Local & Global artists, plus tons of handmade 
jewelry & covetable objects. 5-9PM

12 Chroma Cloud Gallery at Beyond Vape
1550 E Olive Way  206-859-2757
beyondvape.com
13 Broadcast Co ee
1623 Bellevue Ave. 206-467-4717
broadcastco ee.com
Morbid Anatomy - The Art of Anita Arora, featuring 
mixed media assemblage.

14 Art Primo
415 E Pine St  206-365-4083
artprimoseattle.com
15 True Love Art Gallery
1525 Summit Ave. E. 206-227-3572
trueloveart.com
“The Feminine Divine” A group exhibition that includes 
works from local visual, sculptural, glass, performance, 
and mixed-media artists. Curated by Seattle-based 
mixed-media street artist and catcher of dreamz, Jazz 
Mom, this show brings together a distinctive and unex-
pected group of talented Seattle artists. Acknowledging 
the fluidity of gender within each of us, as well as the 
unique and varied ways that humans interpret and un-
derstand our own spiritual union with the divine, artists 
will show pieces that explore and express feminine 
divinity. - Bailey Disher. 

16 Summit Arts at First Covenant
420 E Pike St. 206-322-7411
firstcovenantseattle.org
Young, local artists will be showing their work to ring in 
the new year! Kid’s art from local schools are featured 
and there will be interactive stations for kids of ALL 
ages to learn new art techniques and tap into their own 
creative side. 6-9pm.

17 Edie’s Shoes
500 E. Pike St.
ediesshoes.com
New & recent fiber work and drawings by Frankie Krupa 
Vahdani - On view through early Feb. 2017. Curated by 
Ghost Gallery.

18a Creative Blueprint
1617 Boylston Ave. 206-981-7202
creativeblueprint.ca
Featuring Ilvs Strauss: Lesbian Fantasies. Lesbian 
Fantasies 1-5 are personal thoughts made available to 
the public, a glimpse into the heart and mind otherwise 
predictable, commercialized and exploitive genre. Visit 
us during the Art Walk to explore this exhibition in the 
CB Gallery and check out our artist studios!

18b O ce Nomads
1617 Boylston Ave. 206-323-6500
o cenomads.com
Featuring Emma Bayley: Spiritus Mercurialis. Emma 
Bayley was born and raised in Seattle. She has been 
chiefly Berlin-based but is excited to have recently 
relocated to the Pacific Northwest. She received her 
BFA in painting from RISD in 2011 and has shown work 
in Berlin, New York and Seattle.

19 Stumptown Co ee
616 E Pine St. 
stumptownco ee.com
The Information & The Inspiration. Jeremy Okai Davis’s 
color use and fidelity to his subjects makes them feel 
alive, without being too literal. The work feels really 
light at first glance, but on closer examination of text 
and posture, the work is full of conflict, an exploration 
of the contrast between the shiny, smiling exterior that 
is frequently presented on the surface and the inner, 
self-conscious, status obsessed mind state that so 
many of us endure beneath it all.

20 Salon Bar-Kon
1416 Boylston Ave 206-890-6675
salonbarkon.com
“Intimate” Paintings by Brian Murphy. Open 6-9PM 
during Art Walk!

21 Standard Goods
701 E Pike St. 206-323-0207
thestandardgoods.com
Standard Goods 1 Year Anniversary Party Featuring 
Artist Sofi Lee (or “Sofi”), Seattle-based visual artist 
and GIF journalist. Cameras are her tool of choice, 
whether she’s making stills or GIFs. She is intensely 
fascinated by consumer culture, the perception of time 
and the way electronics shape our lives. A significant 
portion of her work (both commercial and personal) is 
produced w/ early 2000s digital consumer cameras.

22 Saint John’s Bar and Eatery
719 E. Pike St. 206-245-1390
saintjohnsseattle.com
Featuring Jennifer Zwick’s Nintendo and Fortune Cook-
ie series! On view through early February, 2017. DJ 
Pavone spinning tunes for Art Walk After Hours.

23 Capitol Cider
818 E. Pike St. 206-397-3564
capitolcider.com
Drink and Draw: Use free drawing supplies to sketch 
live models, 7-8:30p. A live model will be onstage along 
with a Gage drawing instructor. We provide materials; 
watch the artists at work or try your hand at creating 
your very own masterpiece! Live music.

24 Cloud Gallery at Frame Central
901 E. Pike St. 206-720-2054
framecentral.com
Joshua McDonald; After All This Time. His new work 
explores not only the natural landscape, but the man-
made one. He focuses on the contrast between forms 
that have always existed, and forms newly constructed. 
His landscapes develop a harmonious coexistence with 
two things seemingly opposite, in hopes to create an 
awareness of the landscape, in a way not commonly 
experienced.

25 Retail Therapy
905 E. Pike St. 206-324-4092
ineedretailtherapy.com
26 Ca e Vita
1005 E. Pike St. 206-709-4440
www.ca evita.com
27a The Factory
1216 10th Ave.
facebook.com/TheFactorySeattle
27b The Art Cave
1216 10th Ave. 206-850-3045
facebook.com/Arto pike
The Art Cave returns to the Hill! Follow signs down the 
ramp to see our latest work!.

28 Studio Paradiso
1000 East Madison, ste B
studioparadiso.org
Best of 2016: One Hundred Drawings. Studio Paradiso 
is among other things a place to study, refine and pay 
homage to the practice of figure drawing. It is our belief 
that self love and acceptance starts with the body. By 
recognizing the beauty and strength of another fellow 
human being, we can approach an acceptance of 
ourselves. Man can smoke cigarettes and eat ice cream 
all day, but it doesn’t change the fact of the body as a 
divine creation. 

29 Photo Center NW
900 12th Ave 206-720-7222
pcnw.org 
The Boomer List: Photographs by Timothy Green-
field-Sanders features 19 large-format portraits of 
influential baby boomers, including Samuel L. Jackson, 
actor, Erin Brockovich, environmentalist, Peter Staley, 
AIDS activist, and Amy Tan, author. Each image rep-

resents a year of the baby boom, from 1946 to 1964, 
chosen to reflect the depth, diversity and talent of the 
baby boomer generation.

30 Brothers & Co.
1318 E Union St 206-256-2060
brotherscateringseattle.com
Featuring Ramen v3.0! 5-10PM. Hosted by Zoe Events. 
An evening of creative cooperation featuring local 
makers in many mediums. Chefs Seth and Zachary 
Pacleb will be o ering a limited menu of ramen & other 
thoughtfully crafted dishes from scratch using the 
bounty from the area’s local growers. Featuring work 
by local ceramicists Curtis Yu of Yu Tang Ceramics, 
and emerging artist Chloe Huber. Works on display by 
Hanako O’Leary of HannyaGrrl and photos by Zachary 
the chef. Reservations for Ramen strongly recom-
mended as supplies are limited. Family friendly event! 
Reservations - bit.ly/Ramen-v3. Bowl Pre-Order - bit.
ly/Ramen-v3bowls

31 Bluebird Microcreamery & Brewery
1205 E. Pike St. 206-588-1079
bluebirdseattle.com
“Something Blue”. Braden Duncan (ClockworkArt). 
Steampunk & circuitry. Watercolour & clockwork crea-
tures.Featuring a new series of clockwork bluejays and 
a few other fun pieces. Reception from 6-9p: all beer 
(and beer floats!) $1 o ! Soda, espresso, ice cream, 
and beer until 10pm!

32 Studio Current
1100 E. Pike St
studiocurrent.weebly.com
Studio Current presents: JUICY! Happening at our 
NEW LOCATION at 1100 E Pike St (entrance on 11th, 
right next to Annex Theater). Check out some freshly 
squeezed art from the crew of artists in residence 
there. Free! 6-9PM

33 Amandine Bake Shop
1424 11th Ave  206-948-2097
amandineseattle.com
Featuring Tim Marsden “Are You Being Served?” A 
studio e Gallery Pop-Up show!

35 Cafe Pettirosso
1101 E Pike St. 206-324-2233
pettirossoseattle.com
Jacob Perrotta “Time and Space” Jacob’s artwork is 
an exploration of how light interacts with microscopic 
shapes to create color e ects. A fourth-generation 
artist, his media includes acrylic, fluid copper and acid 
arrangements on reclaimed wood to create a “living” 
work of art.

36 Retrofit Home
1103 E. Pike St. 206-568-4663
retrofithome.com
Retrofit Home is happy to announce their 12th Annual 
Hundred and Under Group Art Show! 13 local artists...
so much amazing art....all of it $100 or under!.

37 Cupcake Royale
1111 E. Pike St. 206-784-2990
cupcakeroyale.com
38 Vermillion
1508 11th Ave. 206-709-9797
vermillionseattle.com
The Luminous Garden. Walk through an otherworld-
ly garden biosphere filled with luminous flora and 
fauna. Arrive on another planet to find an immersive, 
unpredictable, alien landscape. You will experience 
nature re-conceived, blurring the lines between plant 
and critter, between life and technology, and between 
art and science.

39 Blue Cone Studios
1520 11th Ave, Door B
Visit artists in their natural habitat and get a feel for 
studio life. Enjoy refreshments and conversation with 
the Blue Cone Crew while perusing new and in prog-
ress works. Look for the Blue Cone by Purr and head 
up the stairs. Good time await!

41a Northwest Film Forum
1515 12th Ave. 206-329-2629
nwfilmforum.org
Cinememe: A live video mashup of the best of internet 

Stop in to these participating businesses on Art Walk Night and get  
a 15% DISCOUNT when you show the map on the back of this page!
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Check out StrangerThingsToDo.com  
for up to the minute details!

CapitolHillArtWalk.com

CAPITOL HILL ART WALK  
IS SPONSORED BY:

ephemera and avant-garde cinema. Youtube lolcats 
meet high art films in a durational, live video mashup 
of the best of internet ephemera and avant-garde cin-
ema. Wander around, check out the magic in Cinema 
1,grab a drink, and hang out in the lobby. Curated by 
Edward Wolcher and Amber Cortes.

41b Stairwell Gallery
1515 12th Ave. 206-329-2629
nwfilmforum.org
Featuring Sound Maps by Noëlle Maline. Maline’s 
work encompasses mixed-media collage, found 
photographs, paint, ink and hand-cut drawings. Her 
installation translates imaginary communication into 
something tangible; decoding stories, illustrating gray 
areas and, navigating dreams.

43 Michelle Dirkse Interior Design
1321 E Pine Street 206-538-0737
Featuring Artwork by Dale Lindman and other local 
artists! Free and open to the public from 5pm-8pm.

44 12th Ave Arts
1620 12th Ave. 
Featuring Russell C. Smith: The New World. Combin-
ing humor with the human motivations within us all, 
Russell’s collage & mixed media art intends to stick 
in the viewer’s mind by touching underlying feelings 
and findings. Making art right now is a response to a 
our constantly changing world, the times in which live, 
and our new century.

45 Aria Salon
1318 B E. Pine St. 206-568-3545
www.ariasalon.com
Featuring vibrant abstracts by Debbi Murray! 

47 Broadway Veterinary Hospital
1824 12th Ave  206-322-5444
broadwayvh.com
Featuring live music, food & drinks and a surprise Art 
contest!

48 By Others
115 15th ave E 
BoardandVellum.com
Landscape and Figure: Works on Paper by Lynda 
Harwood-Swenson. This exhibit brings together 
expansive, moody landscape etchings next to ethereal 
figures made in a cyanotype/photogram process.
Please join us at ‘By others’ the gallery at Board and 
Vellum for an artist reception with light refreshments 
and snacks.

49 Nuflours Bakery
518 15th Ave E 206-395-4623
nuflours.com
Join us and artist Kelly Jackson to celebrate her 
illustrations that are a luscious fusion of burlesque and 
confection; sparkly tongue & cheek and, appropriately 
foodie fun for a bakery setting. Work done in pencil & 
digital. Complementary sips and bites. 6-8pm. 

16 Summit Arts at First Covenant
420 E Pike St. 206-322-7411
firstcovenantseattle.org
Young, local artists will be showing their work to ring in 
the new year! Kid’s art from local schools are featured 
and there will be interactive stations for kids of ALL 
ages to learn new art techniques and tap into their own 
creative side. 6–9pm.
17 Edie’s Shoes
500 E. Pike St.
ediesshoes.com
New & recent fiber work and drawings by Frankie 
Krupa Vahdani - On view through early Feb. 2017. 
Curated by Ghost Gallery
18a Creative Blueprint
1617 Boylston Ave. 206-981-7202
creativeblueprint.ca
Featuring Ilvs Strauss: Lesbian Fantasies. Lesbian 
Fantasies 1-5 are personal thoughts made available to 
the public, a glimpse into the heart and mind otherwise 
predictable, commercialized and exploitive genre. Visit 
us during the Art Walk to explore this exhibition in the 
CB Gallery and check out our artist studios!
18b Office Nomads
1617 Boylston Ave. 206-323-6500
officenomads.com
Featuring Emma Bayley: Spiritus Mercurialis. Emma 
Bayley was born and raised in Seattle. She has been 
chiefly Berlin-based but is excited to have recently 
relocated to the Pacific Northwest. She received her 
BFA in painting from RISD in 2011 and has shown 
work in Berlin, New York and Seattle.
19 Stumptown Coffee
616 E Pine St. 
stumptowncoffee.com
The Information & The Inspiration. Jeremy Okai Davis’s 
color use and fidelity to his subjects makes them feel 
alive, without being too literal. The work feels really 
light at first glance, but on closer examination of text 
and posture, the work is full of conflict, an exploration 
of the contrast between the shiny, smiling exterior that 
is frequently presented on the surface and the inner, 
self-conscious, status obsessed mind state that so 
many of us endure beneath it all.
20 Salon Bar-Kon
1416 Boylston Ave 206-890-6675
salonbarkon.com
”Intimate” Paintings by Brian Murphy. Open 6–9PM 
during Art Walk!
21 Standard Goods
701 E Pike St. 206-323-0207
thestandardgoods.com
Standard Goods 1 Year Anniversary Party Featuring 
Artist Sofi Lee (or “Sofi”), Seattle-based visual artist 
and GIF journalist. Cameras are her tool of choice, 
whether she's making stills or GIFs. She is intensely 
fascinated by consumer culture, the perception of time 
and the way electronics shape our lives. A significant 
portion of her work (both commercial and personal) is 
produced w/ early 2000s digital consumer cameras.
22 Saint John’s Bar and Eatery
719 E. Pike St. 206-245-1390
saintjohnsseattle.com
Featuring Jennifer Zwick’s Nintendo and Fortune 
Cookie series! On view through early February, 2017. 
DJ Pavone spinning tunes for Art Walk After Hours.
23 Capitol Cider
818 E. Pike St. 206-397-3564
capitolcider.com
Drink and Draw: Use free drawing supplies to sketch 
live models, 7–8:30p. A live model will be onstage 
along with a Gage drawing instructor. We provide 
materials; watch the artists at work or try your hand 
at creating your very own masterpiece! Live music.
24 Cloud Gallery at Frame Central
901 E. Pike St. 206-720-2054   
framecentral.com
Joshua McDonald; After All This Time. His new work 
explores not only the natural landscape, but the 
man-made one. He focuses on the contrast between 
forms that have always existed, and forms newly 
constructed. His landscapes develop a harmonious 
coexistence with two things seemingly opposite, in 
hopes to create an awareness of the landscape, in a 
way not commonly experienced.
25 Retail Therapy
905 E. Pike St. 206-324-4092  
ineedretailtherapy.com
26 Caffe Vita
1005 E. Pike St. 206-709-4440
www.caffevita.com
27a The Factory
1216 10th Ave.
facebook.com/TheFactorySeattle
27b The Art Cave
1216 10th Ave. 206-850-3045
facebook.com/Artoffpike
The Art Cave returns to the Hill! Follow signs down the 
ramp to see our latest work!.
28 Studio Paradiso
1000 East Madison, ste B
studioparadiso.org
Best of 2016: One Hundred Drawings. Studio Paradiso 
is among other things a place to study, refine and 
pay homage to the practice of figure drawing. It is 
our belief that self love and acceptance starts with 
the body. By recognizing the beauty and strength of 
another fellow human being, we can approach an 
acceptance of ourselves. Man can smoke cigarettes 
and eat ice cream all day, but it doesn’t change the 
fact of the body as a divine creation. 
29 Photo Center NW
900 12th Ave 206-720-7222
pcnw.org 
The Boomer List: Photographs by Timothy 
Greenfield-Sanders features 19 large-format portraits 
of influential baby boomers, including Samuel L. 
Jackson, actor, Erin Brockovich, environmentalist, 
Peter Staley, AIDS activist, and Amy Tan, author. Each 
image represents a year of the baby boom, from 1946 
to 1964, chosen to reflect the depth, diversity and 
talent of the baby boomer generation.

30 Brothers & Co.
1318 E Union St 206-256-2060
brotherscateringseattle.com
Featuring Ramen v3.0! 5–10PM. Hosted by Zoe Events. 
An evening of creative cooperation featuring local 
makers in many mediums. Chefs Seth and Zachary 
Pacleb will be offering a limited menu of ramen & other 
thoughtfully crafted dishes from scratch using the 
bounty from the area’s local growers. Featuring work 
by local ceramicists Curtis Yu of Yu Tang Ceramics, 
and emerging artist Chloe Huber. Works on display 
by Hanako O’Leary of HannyaGrrl and photos by 
Zachary the chef. Reservations for Ramen strongly 
recommended as supplies are limited. Family friendly 
event! Reservations - bit.ly/Ramen-v3. Bowl Pre-Order 
- bit.ly/Ramen-v3bowls
31 Bluebird Microcreamery & Brewery
1205 E. Pike St. 206-588-1079
bluebirdseattle.com
”Something Blue”. Braden Duncan (ClockworkArt). 
Steampunk & circuitry. Watercolour & clockwork 
creatures.Featuring a new series of clockwork bluejays 
and a few other fun pieces. Reception from 6–9p: 
all beer (and beer floats!) $1 off! Soda, espresso, ice 
cream, and beer until 10pm!
32 Studio Current
1100 E. Pike St
studiocurrent.weebly.com
Studio Current presents: JUICY! Happening at our 
NEW LOCATION at 1100 E Pike St (entrance on 11th, 
right next to Annex Theater). Check out some freshly 
squeezed art from the crew of artists in residence 
there. Free! 6–9PM
33 Amandine Bake Shop
1424 11th Ave  206-948-2097
amandineseattle.com
Featuring Tim Marsden “Are You Being Served?” A 
studio e Gallery Pop-Up show!
35 Cafe Pettirosso
1101 E Pike St. 206-324-2233
pettirossoseattle.com
Jacob Perrotta “Time and Space” Jacob’s artwork is 
an exploration of how light interacts with microscopic 
shapes to create color effects. A fourth-generation 
artist, his media includes acrylic, fluid copper and acid 
arrangements on reclaimed wood to create a “living” 
work of art.
36 Retrofit Home
1103 E. Pike St. 206-568-4663
retrofithome.com
Retrofit Home is happy to announce their 12th 
Annual Hundred and Under Group Art Show! 13 local 
artists...so much amazing art....all of it $100 or under!.
37 Cupcake Royale
1111 E. Pike St. 206-784-2990
cupcakeroyale.com
38 Vermillion
1508 11th Ave. 206-709-9797
vermillionseattle.com
The Luminous Garden. Walk through an otherworldly 
garden biosphere filled with luminous flora and 
fauna. Arrive on another planet to find an immersive, 
unpredictable, alien landscape. You will experience 
nature re-conceived, blurring the lines between plant 
and critter, between life and technology, and between 
art and science.

1 Asian Art Museum
1400 E. Prospect St. 206-654-3100
seattleartmuseum.org
Tabaimo: utsutsushi utsushi. Tabaimo is a globally 
acclaimed Japanese artist known for her immersive 
and thought-provoking video installations. Combining 
hand-drawn images that evoke traditional Japanese 
woodblock print (ukiyo-e) with digital manipulation, 
Tabaimo’s animated installations offer a critical and 
complex view of contemporary Japanese society.
2 Joe Bar
810 E. Roy St. 206-324-0407
joebar.org
Joe Bar Presents: Leaving the Planet, new work by 
Greg Stump On display will be two dozen new ink 
& watercolor illustrations by longtime Stranger and 
Comics Journal contributor Greg Stump in his first 
solo art show.
3 Generations
507 E Mercer
generationseattle.com
OBSERVE: Yoga + Visual Art. Thursday, Jan. 12th 
7–8:15pm and Friday Jan. 13th, 6–7:15PM. This 
yoga experience merges a unique all-levels vinyasa 
flow with surreal video art that fills the space with 
imagery while you explore postures and breath, 
creating a truly interactive yoga-art installation. Class 
is 75 minutes and led by Rosie Llewellyn RYT 500, a 
Seattle based artist musing as ‘Rosie In Space’, while 
dreamlike visuals by Allyce Andrew are projected 
onto the spacious, blank gallery walls. Ticket Info: 
www.rosieinspace.com/thrills
4 Kismet Salon and Spa
512 Broadway E. 206-860-0323
salonkismet.com
NYC artist Amanda Predmore creates larger than 
life oil paintings and charcoal portraits that have a 
tendency to reveal truth of character in her subjects, 
and painting landscapes that bring solace and peace.
5 Americana
219 Broadway E. 206-328-4604
americanaseattle.com
Mike Canty as “Sketch Weird” delves deep into the 
imagination with strange and wonderful images on 
scratchboard.
6 Honor Coffee and Tea
131 Broadway E
honorcoffee.com
Featuring encaustic artist Colette Dutton! Stop by grab a 
hot drink to enjoy while you peruse! All coffee, tea, and 
hot chocolate will be buy one, get one half off. 5–7PM.
7 Artful Dodger Tattoo & Comics
1715 East Olive Way 206-323-4657
adtcseattle.com
Showcasing the work of our in-house tattoo artists. 
Come check out the paintings and drawings of our 
talented crew!
8 Dendroica Gallery
1718 East Olive Way, Suite A
dendroicagallery.com
Dendroica Gallery presents “Psychospatial II,” 
opening January 12th. Reilly Donovan deploys a 
VR based artwork of urban scans in “Hypnogogic 
Hypnopompia.” Joseph Gray emits projection 
mapping on the gallery architecture. Open 5-9PM.
9 Fred Wildlife Refuge
128 Belmont Ave. E. 206-588-6959 
fredwildliferefuge.com
ART + HEALTH INSURANCE! WithinReach and Public 
Health—Seattle & King County staff (all certified and 
experienced health insurance navigators) will be 
available to sign people up for insurance and other 
public assistance programs at Fred Wildlife Refuge. 
Attendees can enroll in affordable insurance plans and 
see if they qualify for other programs such as ORCA 
LIFT, a discounted transit pass. Artwork curated by 
Path With Art, and the bar will be open to the public 
for Art Walk. 5–8pm, FREE, 21+
10 Glo’s
1621 E Olive Way  206-324-2577
Chloe Albin is a dancer and teaching artist in Seattle. 
She picked up embroidery one day, and it quickly 
escalated into an addiction. She hopes to expand 
the audience for her work so that these sassy little 
creations can find homes. Because all items are made 
to order, many are custom, all are personal. Visit her 
Etsy at https://www.etsy.com/shop/HelloChloeMarie
11 Ghost Gallery
504 E. Denny Way  206-832-6063 
ghostgalleryshop.com
It’s the 10th Annual Holiday Mini Art Exhibit, Part II! 
Happy 10 years to our favorite group show, featuring 
100’s of small works affordably priced for collecting & 
gifting. Local & Global artists, plus tons of handmade 
jewelry & covetable objects. 5–9PM
12 Chroma Cloud Gallery at Beyond Vape
1550 E Olive Way  206-859-2757
beyondvape.com
13 Broadcast Coffee
1623 Bellevue Ave. 206-467-4717
broadcastcoffee.com
Morbid Anatomy - The Art of Anita Arora, featuring 
mixed media assemblage.
14 Art Primo
415 E Pine St  206-365-4083
artprimoseattle.com
15 True Love Art Gallery
1525 Summit Ave. E. 206-227-3572
trueloveart.com
”The Feminine Divine” A group exhibition that includes 
works from local visual, sculptural, glass, performance, 
and mixed-media artists. Curated by Seattle-based 
mixed-media street artist and catcher of dreamz, 
Jazz Mom, this show brings together a distinctive 
and unexpected group of talented Seattle artists. 
Acknowledging the fluidity of gender within each of 
us, as well as the unique and varied ways that humans 
interpret and understand our own spiritual union with 
the divine, artists will show pieces that explore and 
express feminine divinity. - Bailey Disher. 

39 Blue Cone Studios
1520 11th Ave, Door B
Visit artists in their natural habitat and get a feel for 
studio life. Enjoy refreshments and conversation 
with the Blue Cone Crew while perusing new and in 
progress works. Look for the Blue Cone by Purr and 
head up the stairs. Good time await!
41a Northwest Film Forum
1515 12th Ave. 206-329-2629
nwfilmforum.org
Cinememe: A live video mashup of the best of internet 
ephemera and avant-garde cinema. Youtube lolcats 
meet high art films in a durational, live video mashup of 
the best of internet ephemera and avant-garde cinema. 
Wander around, check out the magic in Cinema 1,grab 
a drink, and hang out in the lobby. Curated by Edward 
Wolcher and Amber Cortes.
41b Stairwell Gallery
1515 12th Ave. 206-329-2629
nwfilmforum.org
Featuring Sound Maps by Noëlle Maline. Maline’s 
work encompasses mixed-media collage, found 
photographs, paint, ink and hand-cut drawings. Her 
installation translates imaginary communication into 
something tangible; decoding stories, illustrating gray 
areas and, navigating dreams.
43 Michelle Dirkse Interior Design
1321 E Pine Street 206-538-0737
Featuring Artwork by Dale Lindman and other local 
artists! Free and open to the public from 5pm-8pm.
44 12th Ave Arts
1620 12th Ave. 
Featuring Russell C. Smith: The New World. 
Combining humor with the human motivations within 
us all, Russell’s collage & mixed media art intends 
to stick in the viewer’s mind by touching underlying 
feelings and findings. Making art right now is a 
response to a our constantly changing world, the 
times in which live, and our new century.
45 Aria Salon
1318 B E. Pine St. 206-568-3545
www.ariasalon.com
Featuring vibrant abstracts by Debbi Murray! 
47 Broadway Veterinary Hospital
1824 12th Ave  206-322-5444
broadwayvh.com
Featuring live music, food & drinks and a surprise Art 
contest!
48 By Others
115 15th ave E 
BoardandVellum.com
Landscape and Figure: Works on Paper by Lynda 
Harwood-Swenson. This exhibit brings together 
expansive, moody landscape etchings next to 
ethereal figures made in a cyanotype/photogram 
process.Please join us at ‘By others’ the gallery at 
Board and Vellum for an artist reception with light 
refreshments and snacks.
49 Nuflours Bakery
518 15th Ave E 206-395-4623
nuflours.com
Join us and artist Kelly Jackson to celebrate her 
illustrations that are a luscious fusion of burlesque and 
confection; sparkly tongue & cheek and, appropriately 
foodie fun for a bakery setting. Work done in pencil & 
digital. Complementary sips and bites. 6–8pm. 
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THEBARBOZA.COM

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MOE BAR & ETIX.COM
NEUMOS.COM | THEBARBOZA.COM | MOEBARSEATTLE.COM | 925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE

SAT 2/11 & SUN 2/12 
SURFER BLOOD

WEDNESDAY 2/15 
LÉON 

JACOB BANKS   

FRI 2/17 & SAT 2/18 
CLOUD NOTHINGS 
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THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE

Collide-O-Scope: Re-bar, Mon Jan 9, 6:45-
10:15 pm, $9
Doctor Strange: Various locations
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them: Various locations
Fences: Various locations
Jackie: SIFF Cinema Egyptian & Guild 45th
Labyrinth Quote-Along & David Bowie 
Birthday Party: SIFF Cinema Uptown, Sun 
Jan 8
The Last Starfi ghter: Central Cinema, Jan 
6-9, 7 pm, $8
Lion: Various locations
Manchester by the Sea: Various locations
Moana: Various locations
Moonlight: Sundance Cinemas
Mifune: The Last Samurai: Grand Illu-
sion, opens Jan 6, $9
Offi ce Christmas Party: Various locations
Rogue One: A Star Wars Story: Various 
locations 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 

PERFORMANCE

The Three Yells: 
Giselle Deconstruct
 DON’T MISS  I saw an early, truncated ver-
sion of this show at Northwest New Works 
Festival this year, and I am pumped to see 
the whole, pulsing intensity of choreogra-
pher Veronica Lee-Baik’s beast be brought 
to life. As I mentioned in a review from this 
summer, Giselle Deconstruct is a Butoh-
infl uenced take on Giselle that reframes 
the popular ballet as a bildungsroman from 
the perspective of the man-killing “Wilis.” 
The show opens with a bunch of women 

dancers in dirty gold gowns crawling out 

of Tupperware storage containers like baby 

snakes while heavy industrial music booms 

and screeches in the background. The danc-

ers then hiss at each other, kiss occasionally, 

perform snake-like fi ghts, and generally 

pubesce in a fi eld of chest-shattering music 

before entering a cocoon phase. In general, 

it’s a hypnotizing and super-creepy display 

of powerful feminist #squadgoals that de-

constructs and at times shows up the ballet 

it references, as when the dancers slow-

mo tiptoe off the stage with their hands 

outstretched like reptilian villains. (Cornish 

Playhouse at Seattle Center, Jan 6–7, 8 pm, 

$20) RICH SMITH

We also recommend…

14/48: The World’s Quickest Theater 

Festival: ACT Theatre, Fri-Sat, 8 and 

10:30 pm, $20, through Jan 14

The Blue Show: Atlas Theatre, Sat Jan 7, 

10 pm, $13

Can Can Cabaret Presents Wonderland: 

Can Can, Wed-Sun, $25-$95, through Jan 29

The Future Is 0: Northwest Film Forum, 

Sat Jan 7, 8 pm, $13

Spin the Bottle: Annex Theatre, Fri Jan 6, 

11 pm, $10

Strip Against Trump: A Benefi t for the 

ACLU: Substation, Tues Jan 10, 8 pm, pay 

what you can, 21+

Woody Sez: The Life and Music of 

Woody Guthrie: Seattle Repertory 

Theatre, Fri-Sun & Tues, 7:30 pm, $17-$52, 

through Jan 29

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com

The Three Yells: Giselle Deconstruct
Jan 6–7 at Cornish Playhouse at Seattle Center

TIM SUMMERS

http://strangerthingstodo.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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WEDNESDAY 1/4

The Revolving Bullets, Woodgraves, 
Tinfoil and Tape
(Sunset) The Revolving Bullets in a nutshell: 
atmospheric brooding over the insignifi cance 
of the self in the universe, the not quite be-
lieving how very small the protagonist—and, 
by extension, every other protagonist—
seems against the Cosmic Indifference. 
With a beat and some indignant stridency 
to make it rock and roll. Woodgraves: They 
fi nally fi gured out it was too scary to steal 
a Rolls-Royce, because they’re out in the 
middle of somewhere they’ve never been 
before and it’s way too quiet and the Rolls-
Royce engine is too quiet and all they can 
hear is the bass beat of their heartbeats and 
their own thoughts for lyrics. Tinfoil and 
Tape: The 1980s have never really died. They 
just sat there waiting for their time to come 
around again. And the ’80s were quite a bit 
about alienation. And that, now, is the time. 
ANDREW HAMLIN
 
THURSDAY 1/5

Seattle Symphony: Beethoven 
Symphony No. 9
(Benaroya Hall, all ages) Things you may or 
may not know about Beethoven’s 9th: It was 
his last symphony. Other composers became 
scared of writing a ninth symphony because 
the ninth was his last. He was almost totally 
deaf when he conducted the premiere, so 
the performers had to ignore him entirely! 
He was so deaf he couldn’t hear the ap-
plause at the end—fi ve standing ovations 
in all. A contralto named Caroline Unger 
had to turn him around so he could see the 
clapping hands and stuff thrown into the 
air. Caroline Unger was on the bill because 
Beethoven added singing to the fi nal move-
ment of this huge mother, which takes 
more than an hour to perform, post-to-post. 
Whew. ANDREW HAMLIN

Studio 4/4: Matthew Dear
(Q Nightclub) Ghostly International linchpin 
Matthew Dear has maintained ridiculously 
high quality control over the last 17 years, as 
both a producer and a DJ. Throughout that 
time, under his own name and aliases like 
Audion, False, and Jabberjaw, he’s found a 
way to forge catchy, vocal-centric tech-house 
numbers with crossover appeal and to grind 
out severely groovy minimal techno for 
dancers who don’t really get sweating till 
4 a.m. In the DJ realm, Audion’s 2006 entry 
in the Fabric mix series remains a classic of 
taut yet hedonistic techno. Recent footage 
of Dear on the decks reveals a selector who 
keeps it cerebral and sexy while even spin-
ning vinyl at times. (Yes, this is remarkable 
in the twenty-teens, sadly.) Studio 4/4 comes 
through with one of its hottest bookings—
and in the deadest entertainment week of 
the year! DAVE SEGAL

Tissue, Nothing Band, Miscomings
(Hollow Earth Radio, all ages) Seattle quartet 
Miscomings follow in the sooty slipstream 
of A Frames’ glowering post-punk intensity. 
Like that ’00s group, Miscomings forge a 

bracingly thorny breed of rock that relies 
on repetition of cathartic riffs and power-
ful crescendos to prep your mind and body 
for battle (we’ve no shortage of them right 
now). Add Joe Ross’s panicky vocals to the 
artful cacophony and you get one of the 
most motivational sounds rippling through 
this city at the moment. Tissue are a new 
group featuring Stickers vocalist/saxophonist 
Gabi Page-Fort and Unnatural Helpers drum-
mer/vocalist Dean Whitmore. They played 
their fi rst show in November opening for 
Welcome and only have one song available 
online—a noisy, ramshackle bruiser that 
gives off strong Swell Maps and Scrawl vibes. 
But given the duo’s sterling pedigrees, you 
should keep Tissue on your radar for future 
developments. DAVE SEGAL

FRIDAY 1/6

Midge Ure
(Triple Door, all ages) “This means 
nothing to meeeeee! Ahhhhhhhhh, Vien-
naaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa!” If you weren’t 
listening to music in the 1980s, go ahead and 
look up Ultravox’s “Vienna.” The rest of us 
know what it was like. A synth bass sitting 
in judgment of some too-pretty keyboard 
parts fl oating by. Lyrics sensual but sad. And 
Midge Ure with that huge high note, and 
a few others, too. He rebuilt Ultravox after 
they fell apart. After Ultravox fell apart 
again, he went solo. Oh, and he co-master-
minded Band Aid, Live Aid, and Live 8, three 
of the hugest charity concerts in history. On 
a more personal note, I’d like to thank him 

for Ultravox’s “Reap the Wild Wind.” That 
one helped me imagine, at least, that some-
body understood. ANDREW HAMLIN

Perturbator, GosT
(Highline) Parisian James Kent produces 
electronic music under the pseudonym Pertur-
bator. Inspired by anime and channeling the 
propulsive Italian disco of Giorgio Moroder, 
his latest record, The Uncanny Valley, takes 
the synth-wave fad and gives it a shot of 
nerdy adrenaline. He’s playing his fi rst-ever US 
show at upper-tier metal and punk venue the 
Highline, whereas most electronic musicians 
would probably book a date at Q Nightclub 
down the street. That comes as no surprise, 
though; Kent’s been distributing his music in 
unconventional circles from the beginning. 
He contributed to the soundtracks of the fi rst 
Hotline Miami video game before releasing his 
fi rst tape, and then signed to black-metal label 
Blood Music, which also signed GosT, who will 
open the show. JOSEPH SCHAFER

SATURDAY 1/7

Benefi t for the Refugee Women’s 
Alliance of Washington: Dreamdecay, 
Health Problems, Casual Hex
(Hillman City Collaboratory, all ages) 
Reigning noise-punk live spectacle Health 
Problems played some of the fi ercest and 
most memorable shows in Seattle from 2012 
to 2015. Although not technically active, 
they still grace us with their freaky live pres-
ence when East Coast–dwelling bassist Dan 
Shaw returns to town; this is a rare chance 

to see their feral, fi nessed punk experimen-
tation. Premier “powerviolence shoegaze” 
local champs Dreamdecay haven’t released 
anything since their excellent 2013 LP NVN-
VNV, but they recently previewed a track 
from their upcoming album on Iron Lung, 
YÚ, due out in early 2017. “Ian” is a certifi -
able slow-burner with a punishing, arty 
noise-rock atmosphere (their label quaintly 
refers to it as “dirge pop”). Seattle-based 
Casual Hex play Devo-esque, sass-fi lled, and 
dystopian punk songs as eerie as they are 
catchy. All proceeds from the show benefi t 
ReWA, a local multiethnic, nonprofi t organi-
zation assisting refugee/immigrant women 
and their families. BRITTNIE FULLER

Poison Idea, the Derelicts, Channel 3, 
Toe Tag, Millhous
(El Corazon) Holy SHIT! Kings of punk Poison 
Idea are STILL going, and with Jerry goddamn 
A still fronting the band. The last time I saw 
them play live was their last Seattle show, 
when the original, re-formed 1980s lineup 
played their “last show” sometime in the late 
1990s. But making tonight even more nuts, 
well-loved (by me, anyway!) early-’80s SoCal 
hardcore band Channel 3 are playing, too! 
They still got it, and from the pictures I’ve 
seen, most members still have their natu-
ral hair, as well! Rockin’ along on tonight’s 
sweaty, mossy mosh bill are locals the Der-
elicts, playing their punk version of rock and 
roll, Toe Tag with their raw, ’80s-sounding 
hardcore, and ’90s-style, metal-tinged hard-
core from Millhous. MIKE NIPPER

Continued

THINGS TO DO MUSIC Noteworthy Shows This Week
strangerthingstodo.com  @SEAshows

Casual Hex
Sat Jan 7

at Hillman City 
Collaboratory

CONNER LYONS

http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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2200 2ND AVE  CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE

MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM 

1/5
THURSDAY

The Crocodile Presents::

Nolan Garrett (Welcome Home Show)
Down North, Saint Claire  
All Ages

1/6 FRIDAY 
1/7 SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents::

4th Annual Big Ass  
Boombox Music Festival
All Ages - FREE!

1/11
WEDNESDAY

The Crocodile Presents::

Gabriel Wolfchild 
& The Northern Light 
21+

1/12
THURSDAY

The Crocodile Presents::

Julia Massey & the Five Finger 
Discount (Album Release)
Fine Prince, Stereo Embers
21+

1/13
FRIDAY

The Crocodile Presents::

Ravenna Woods  
ft. Seattle Kokon Taiko
SMOKEY BRIGHTS 
21+

1/14 BEN UNION 1/15 JOHN PAUL WHITE 1/17 GREAT GOOD FINE OK 1/18 SAGE THE GEMINI 1/19 
A BOOGIE WIT DA HOODIE 1/20 GLAMORAMA FT. PROXY SHAZAM 1/21 SEATTLE ROCK LOTTERY 
1/22 SHARING THE STAGE 1/27 NIGHT SHIFT 1/28 LIZZO 2/1 SAFETYSUIT 2/3 MURDER CITY DEVILS 
2/4 CRYING SPELL 2/7 MIKE DOUGHTY 2/8 CHERRY GLAZERR 2/9 PROF 2/11 AYRON JONES AND 
THE WAY 2/12 CREMATORIUM 2/14 AUSTRA 2/15 NONAME 2/19 DAVID DUCHOVNY 2/21 CLIPPING

Mon 3/6 
THE JAPANESE 

HOUSE

Thu 3/23
THE DIG  

@ THE SUNSETFE
AT

UR
ED

Sun 1/29 
THE BEATNUTS

 
Nectar Lounge
412 N 36th St
206.632.2020

www.nectarlounge.com

EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM
1.25 GHOST TOWN WHISTLERS
1.27 DEAD OF WINTER
1.28 JAI HO!
1.29 KRIZZ KALIKO
1.31 BRAD PARSONS
2.1 SKERIK’S BANDALABRA +  

INDUSTRIAL REVELATION
2.2-3 SIR MIX-A-LOT (2 NIGHTS)
2.4 KARL DENSON’S  

TINY UNIVERSE
2.9 PIGEONS PLAYING  

PING PONG
2.10 DIRT NASTY
2.11 CLINTON FEARON 

ACOUSTIC TRIO
2.12 WHITE LIES
2.14 LEMOLO
2.16 MONOPHONICS + 

 ORGONE
2.17 JOHN BROWN’S BODY
2.18 FLOWMOTION +  

ANDY COE
2.19 KNEEBODY
2.23 THE GLADIATORS
2.24 SCOTT LAW
2.25 MARIACHI FLOR DE  

TOLOACHE
2.28 POLYRHYTHMICS
3.1 MARBIN
3.4 CLINTON FEARON
3.16-17   ALO (2 NIGHTS!)
3.18 POLECAT
3.23 TROUT STEAK REVIVAL
3.29 THE WERKS

1.5 Thursday (Electronic)

CLOZEE + PSYMBIONIC
Pressha

1.6 Friday (Emo Dancy Party)

CRY-DAY EMO PARTY
DJ Baby Van Beezly

1.7 Saturday (Hip-Hop)

THA FLIGHT BOYS
Huey P, Killz, Foon, Mo$, Tre Ross
Web Wavvy, B-Boy Fidget, DJ Krescendo

1.11 Wednesday (Reggae Inspired 80’s Hits)

TALKING DREADS
Elton Jah, The Billy Itals

1.12  Thursday (Funk/Soul)
JONNY SONIC,  
THE HIGHSTEPPERS,  
TEN MAN BRASS BAND

1.13 Friday (Electronic)

DIMOND SAINTS
Willdabeast, Pressha, Symbion Project

1.14 Saturday (Dance Party)

PRINCE & MICHAEL 
EXPERIENCE
DJ Dave Paul

1.18 Wednesday (Afrobeat/World)

BROWNOUT PRESENTS
BROWN SABBATH

1.19 Thursday (Folk/Jamgrass)

VINCE HERMAN +  
GIPSY MOON
Cascade Crescendo

http://www.nectarlounge.com/
http://thecrocodile.com/
http://www.thecrocodile.com/
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TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE.

FOLLOW US ON FB,
TWITTER & INSTAGRAM

SAT 1/7 
NEW BELGIUM BREWING PRESENTS

BOWIE’S BIRTHDAY BASH

BOWIE VISION
JEALOUS DOGS

9PM $15/$17

  

1/9 SQUARE DANCE, 1/12 FRUIT BATS, 1/13 
VICCI MARTINEZ, 1/14 VAN EPS, 1/15 JOE 
PUG, 1/18 DAVE ALVIN & CHRISTY MCWILSON

WED 1/4 
BROKEN BLUE SKY RELEASE PARTY

DAVID BUHLER
CRACKER FACTORY 
TEKLA WATERFIELD            8PM $10

THURS 1/5 
VINYL RELEASE PARTY

THE CLOVES
SPG & THE VICES
FAINT PETER                         8PM $10

FRI 1/6 
LOCAL PSYCH POP

GENERAL MOJOS
HOME SWEET HOME
LOWLANDS                            9PM $10

WED 1/11 
THE FLAT FIVE 
(FEAT. KELLY HOGAN, 
NORA O’CONNOR, & 
MEMBERS OF NRBQ)
THE TRIPWIRES                    8PM $10 

Wed
1/4
9pm

LOVING TOUCH

Thu
1/5
8pm

GUNS OF BARISAL,
Smooth Sailing, 
Into The Storm $7

Fri
1/6
8pm

DUG-RARE FUNK 
DANCE PARTY $7

Sat 
1/7
8pm

THE BAT CITY  
NEW YEAR’S 
HANGOVER BASH!
w/ FCON,  
Dreadful Children, 
Missing Witness, 
Grasp Logic

Thu
1/12
8pm

FIA,
Grand Arson

Fri
1/13
9pm

STILL ILL V. ROLLING 
OLD SCHOOL  
80S, 90S AND 00S
HIP HOP PARTY! $7

Jack Beats: Body Work Tour
(Q Nightclub) Saturday night at Q is no time 

for subtlety. The swarming masses clamor 

for those 4/4 bangers with motivational 

vocal samples that make one feel as if one 

has consumed Tony Montana–level mounds 

of Bolivian marching powder or a grip of 

MDMA pills. Which is why Q called on London 

duo Jack Beats to catalyze the club’s spacious 

dance floor and test its powerful sound sys-

tem with their bulbous bass frequencies and 

pugilistic beats. Talk about an efficient way to 

get out of your workaday mind through your 

spazzing body. DAVE SEGAL

Jim Belushi & the Sacred Hearts
(Snoqualmie Casino) I don’t know, man. I 

saw this show listed and instantly thought 

how easy it would be to say something mean 

about it, given that actors doing bands is 

nearly always a bad idea, and also given the 

fact that this is clearly a third-generation 

variation on the Blues Brothers concept, 

without the only two elements (Stax’s great-

est players, Belushi’s late brother) that made 

that project defensible. But then I looked 

at the group’s picture and listened to their 

music and suddenly felt so bad for everyone 

involved—the band members, the road-

ies, the engineers, the personal assistants, 

the bus driver, the musicians, even the lead 

singer, to say nothing of the casino book-

ers, the casino servers, the casino patrons. It 

wasn’t easy being alive in 2016. It’s not go-

ing to be easy in 2017. Why should that be 

any different for Jim Belushi and the Sacred 

Hearts? SEAN NELSON

Orkestar Zirkonium, Nanda, Pastor 
Kaleb and the Witness, Baby Gramps
(Washington Hall) Sprawling local brass 

band Orkestar Zirkonium are hanging it 

up after 13 years of riotous, Balkan-centric 

hell-raising. Maybe you caught them on Pike 

Street on Capitol Hill in uproarious, celebra-

tory mode the night Obama won the 2008 

election. Maybe OZ spun your head around 

with a swiftness at Folklife, Bumbershoot, 

Moisture Festival, or Pride Parade with their 

whirlwind flourishes, breakneck and woozy 

rhythms, and florid, old-world melodies. 

They’ve been a near-ubiquitous street 

presence at many of Seattle’s most momen-

tous happenings, adding bold exclamation 

marks to whatever scene they inhabit. For 

this going-away party, OZ will feature all 

25 musicians from various incarnations of 

the group. Expect to wring out your clothes 

after this one. DAVE SEGAL

SUNDAY 1/8

Star Anna & Synergia NW Orchestra 
Perform Ziggy Stardust
(Neptune, all ages) In a fitting beginning to 

2017, Star Anna brings her rough-around-

the-edges roadhouse pop sensibilities to the 

Neptune, where she’ll perform the entirety of 

The Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spi-

ders from Mars with accompaniment from the 

Synergia NW Orchestra. The immersive concept 

album choice is apt, as Star Anna’s been a lifer 

of the Seattle music scene and extreme Bowie 

fandom for decades now (on both counts), 

always a little on the fringes but powering 

through with earnest offerings soaked in sweet 
grit and mossy Americana aplenty. January 8 
would have been Bowie’s 70th birthday, so do 
the man a solid and don your best Ziggy-era 
gear to honor our fallen icon. KIM SELLING

MONDAY 1/9

Ayo, we found the least-happening night of 
the year.

TUESDAY 1/10

Seattle Symphony: The Music of  
David Bowie
(Benaroya Hall, all ages) What a shit year, 
huh? This smash-and-grab we’ve been 
calling 2016 deserves to be buried, dug up, 
pissed on, and buried again. Once we make 
it through the shining moon door of New 
Year’s Eve/Day, it’s time to revel in some 
palate-cleansing joy. Seattle Symphony has 
decided to take the first anniversary of 
David Bowie’s deathday and throw a tribute 
worthy of classical, rock, and experimental 
genres. If you hate rock orchestras (my hand 
is currently raised), then you may also hate 
this. But if you love Bowie and can respect 
that everyone interprets his body of work 
differently, and that the Seattle Symphony is 
composed of musicians with truly out-of-this-
fucking-world instrumental talents, then you 
may love this. Either way, feel free to zazz 
your face up with a lightning bolt and cry in 
the corner with the rest of us. KIM SELLING

The Stick Men
(Triple Door, all ages, Jan 10–11) Tony Levin 

and Pat Mastelotto play bass and drums, 

respectively, for King Crimson—or at least, 

they do this week, because with Crimson, 

one never knows. Markus Reuter plays a stick 

guitar he designed himself. Levin plays bass, 

the Chapman stick—the gold standard of 

touch guitars, which can play three or four 

different musical parts at once—and any-

thing else he feels like. The Stick Men’s new 

album is Prog Noir. So, not surprisingly, the 

mood’s murky, thick, stew makings tossed on 

a cold stove, but occasionally—gasp—a bit 

funky. Aliens in our midst giving away the 

hidden agenda. Hint: We don’t have much 

longer to enjoy ourselves, so cherish sunrises 

and hug mama while mama’s still a mammal. 

ANDREW HAMLIN

Ascended Dead, Grave Ritual, 
Fetid, Cerebral Rot
(Highline) The warm weather of San Diego 

might not seem like the breeding ground for 

grim, blackened death metal, but Ascended 

Dead prove there’s always darkness, even in 

the sunniest locations. Their Southern tour 

mates, Alabama’s Grave Ritual, play crust-

caked, swampy, old-school-sounding riffs 

accompanied by guttural Cookie Monster 

vocals—pure, evil dirtiness. They are one of 

the many underground death-metal bands 

proving that anything on Colorado-based 

Dark Descent Records is the real deal and 

worth buying. Don’t expect much melody 

at this show, for it’s sure to be a night of 

uncompromising brutal metal played at high 

volume. KEVIN DIERS

THINGS TO DO MUSIC
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WORLD’S TINIEST TEADANCE!   
i hate karaoke !

mooseknuckle

1221 e
madison

wed 12/03 
fri 12/05
sat 12/06
sun 12/07
tue 12/09

  
         

He’s A Rebel !
BEEFCAKE!

PONY

MON - THU: 5pm to 2am 
FRI - SUN: 3pm to 2am

ponyseattle.com

LATE NIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR! 
Sun-Thu 10PM to Close
Fri & Sat 11PM to Close

1400 10th Ave. Seattle   

206.556.5781

www.SoiCapitolHill.com

Isan Thai 
Restaurant & 

Bar in the Heart 
of Capitol Hill

OPEN FOR LUNCH, 
DINNER & DRINKS
Sun-Thu 11AM to 12AM 
Fri & Sat 11AM to 2AM

BRUNCH
Sat & Sun, 11-3

HAPPY HOUR 
3PM to 6PM Everyday

WED 1/4

LIVE MUSIC
BLUE MOON TAVERN Open 
Mic, 8 pm, free

DARRELL’S TAVERN Open 
Mic: Guests, 9 pm, free

a EL CORAZON  Svet the 
Violinist, 7 pm, $10/$12

a FIX COFFEEHOUSE  
Open Mic, 7 pm, free

a THE FUNHOUSE  Naked 
Walrus with Rucker, 7 pm, 
$8/$10

J&M CAFE The Lonnie 
Williams Band, 8 pm, free

OHANA Live Island Music: 
Guests, 9:30 pm, free

PARAGON Two Buck Chuck, 
8 pm, free

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Open Mic, 8:30 pm, free

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE The 
Billy Joe Show, 8 pm, free

 SUNSET TAVERN  
The Revolving Bullets, 
Woodgraves, Tin Foil and 
Tape, 9 pm, $8

TRACTOR TAVERN David 
Buhler, Cracker Factory, 
Tekla Waterfield, 8 pm, $10

JAZZ
 CONOR BYRNE  

Tarik Abouzied’s First 
Wednesdays, 9 pm, free

JAZZ ALLEY Pearl Django 
with Gail Pettis, Through 
Jan 4, 7:30 pm, $29.50

TULA’S Jory Tindall Band, 
7:30 pm, $10

DJ
BASTILLE CAFE BAR Le 
Verlan with DJ Paces Lift, 
8-11 pm, free

CONTOUR NuDe 
Wednesdays, 9 pm, free

LO-FI Loving Touch, 9 pm-
2 am, free

 LOVECITYLOVE  
LOVECITYLOVE X 
WEDNESDAYS, 8-11 pm, 
$5/$10

 PONY  He’s a Rebel

REVOLVER BAR Am I 
Normal?, 9 pm-2 am, free

THERAPY LOUNGE Get 
Down! Soul Wednesdays, 
8 pm-2 am, free

THURS 1/5

LIVE MUSIC
BLUE MOON TAVERN Caleb 
& Walter, Brooke & Dawn, 
Coyote, 9 pm, $5

CHOP SUEY Benefit for 
MALDEF: Ramona, Rego, 
Wild Wild Mexico, Los 
Tajinitos, 8 pm-midnight, $5

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Crash The Glass: An All-
Female Music Series, 
8 pm, free

a CROCODILE  Nolan 
Garrett, Down North, Saint 
Claire, 8 pm, $10

a DOWNPOUR BREWING  
Open Mic Night, 5 pm, free

a THE FUNHOUSE  
Voycheck, Simple Minded 
Symphony, Lou Smeets & 
The Impossible Teeth, Best 
Band From Earth, 8 pm, 
$6/$9

 a HOLLOW EARTH 
RADIO   Tissue, Nothing 
Band, Miscomings, 9 pm-
midnight, $5-$10

J&M CAFE True Romans, 8 
pm, free

LITTLE RED HEN Country 
Dave and the Pickin’ Crew, 
$3

NECTAR CloZee & 
Psymbionic with Pressha, 8 
pm, $13/$17

a STONE WAY CAFE  WIDE 

Open Mic, 7:30 pm, free

TRACTOR TAVERN The 
Cloves, SPG & The Vices, 
Faint Peter, 8 pm, $10

TULA’S Chris Amemiya and 
Jazz Coalescence, 
7:30 pm, $10

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Casey MacGill, 
5:30 pm, free

JAZZ
 BARCA  Jazz at Barca: 

Phil Sparks Trio, Adam 
Kessler, 9 pm-midnight, free

 JAZZ ALLEY  Peter White, 
Jan 5-8, 7:30 pm, $33.50

PINK DOOR Bric-a-Brac, 8 
pm, free

VERMILLION patchtax, 
Some’tet, SATrio+, 8 pm, 
free

DJ
BALLROOM Throwback 
Thursdays, 9 pm, free

CONTOUR Jaded: DJs Jades 
& Morgueanne

 HAVANA  Sophisticated 
Mama, free

KREMWERK Great Dane: 
TeamSupreme, 8 pm, 
$10/$15

 MERCURY  Sex.Wav, 
9 pm, $3/$5

 Q NIGHTCLUB  Studio 
4/4: Matthew Dear, 9 pm-
2 am, $11

R PLACE Thirsty Thursdays: 
DJ Flow, free

SANCTUARY AT ADMIRAL 
New Year, Nouveau: A 
Dinner Party and Tasting: 
Integral DJs, 6-9 pm, $30

THE CARLILE ROOM Brian 
Yeager and DJ FOOD, 10 
pm, free

TRINITY Beer Pong 
Thursdays, 9 pm-midnight, 
free

CLASSICAL
 a BENAROYA HALL   

Beethoven Symphony No. 9, 
7:30 pm, $28-$122

a SEATTLE ART MUSEUM  
Ladies Musical Club, 
12-1 pm, free

FRI 1/6

LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA The Good Wives, 
Keaton Collective, Moon 
Temple, 7 pm, $8

BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Hellbat, 9 pm, $5

 a CROCODILE   Fourth 
Annual Big Ass Boom Box 
Festival, Jan 6-7, 7 pm, free

a EL CORAZON  IANA, 
Pacific Drive, Icarus the Owl, 
Dire Fire, The Mayors, 7 pm, 
$10/$12

HIGH DIVE Ten Miles Wide, 
Lauren Murphie & The 
Sodo 4, Model Snake, 8 pm, 
$10/$12

 HIGHLINE  Perturbator 
with GosT, 9 pm, $20/$25

HIGHWAY 99 David Raitt 
& The Baja Boogie Band, 8 
pm, $16

 a LANGSTON HUGHES 
PERFORMING ARTS 
INSTITUTE   Freshest Roots: 
Expresso Open Mic, 7 pm, 
suggested donation

LITTLE RED HEN The Olson 
Brothers, Jan 6-7, 9 pm-
midnight, $5

SUNSET TAVERN Squirrel 
Butter, The Lucky Shots, 
Rain City Ramblers, Chris 
Luquette, 9 pm, $10

TIM NOAH’S THUMBNAIL 
THEATER Friday Night 
Open Mic, 6:30 pm, $3-$5

TRACTOR TAVERN Home 
Sweet Home, General 

Mojo’s, Lowlands, 9 pm, $10

 a TRIPLE DOOR   Midge 
Ure, 8 pm, $25-$35

TULA’S Jovino Santos Neto 
Quinteto, 7:30 pm, $18

a VERA PROJECT  Party 
Against Patriarchy #4: 
Hardly Boys, Emma Lee 
Toyoda, Twice Nice, 
6-9 pm, $5

JAZZ
 JAZZ ALLEY  Peter White, 

Through Jan 8, $33.50

LATONA PUB Phil Sparks 
Trio, 5 pm, free

DJ
ASTON MANOR House Party 
Fridays, 10 pm-2 am

BALLROOM Rendezvous 
Friday, 10 pm

 BALTIC ROOM  Juicy: 
‘90s & 2000s Old School 
Throwbacks, $10

CHOP SUEY Candi Pop: 
A Bubblegum Pop Dance 
Party, 9 pm-2 am, Free/$10

FOUNDATION Resonate 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $20-$30

 HATTIE’S HAT  Hella 
Dope, 10 pm, free

HAVANA Viva Havana, 9 
pm, $11

 KREMWERK  Research ft. 
White Material, 10 pm-3:59 
am

MERCURY Gasp: JQ, 9 
pm, $5

 NECTAR  Cry-Day Night 
Emo Dance Party: “Emo & 
Screamo & Pop Punk - OH 
MY!”, 9 pm, $7/$10

NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays, 9 pm

 PONY  Beefcake: DJ King 
of Pants and Dee Jay Jack

Q NIGHTCLUB Heavy: Bot 
B2B Astronomar, 10 pm-2 
am, $15

R PLACE Transcendence: 
with DJ E, 9:30 pm

RE-BAR Winter Diversion: 
2nd Annual Hunt & 
Gather Night with Michael 
Manahan, Doza, and 
Pezzner, 10 pm-2 am, $10

THE CARLILE ROOM 
Trickbag Record Party, Every 
other  10 pm, free

TIMBRE ROOM Foolish 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $5 
before 10pm/$10 after 
10pm

TRINITY Massive Fridays, 
free

CLASSICAL
 RESONANCE AT SOMA 

TOWERS  A Celebration of 
the Chinese New Year, 8-10 
pm, $20

SAT 1/7

LIVE MUSIC
THE ANGRY BEAVER The 
Seattle Houserockers, free

BLUE MOON TAVERN The 
Post-Punks, 9 pm, $5

a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE  The Sound 
Ensemble: Life After Y2K, 
7 pm, $5-$15

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Alex Ashley, Kara Hesse, 
Beth Whitney, 7 pm, $8

a C&P COFFEE COMPANY  
The Whateverly Brothers, 7 
pm, free

 a CROCODILE   Fourth 
Annual Big Ass Boom Box 
Festival, Through Jan 7, 7 
pm, free

 EL CORAZON  Poison 
Idea, The Derelicts, Channel 
3, Toe Tag, Millhous, 8 pm, 
$10/$12

HIGH DIVE Palatine Ave, 
Lost Dogma, 8 pm, $8/$12

 a THE HILLMAN CITY 
COLLABORATORY   Benefit 
For ReWA with Good 
Person Recordings, 7 pm, 
$10

LITTLE RED HEN The Olson 
Brothers, Through Jan 7, 
9 pm-midnight, $5

LO-FI The Bat City New 
Year’s Hangover Bash with 
FCON, Dreadful Children, 
Missing Witness, and Grasp 
Logic, 8 pm-midnight, $10

NECTAR Tha Flight Boys 
Album Release Party, 9 pm, 
$10/$12

 Q NIGHTCLUB  Jack 
Beats: Body Work Tour, 10 
pm-3 am, $15

 SNOQUALMIE CASINO  
Jim Belushi & The Sacred 
Hearts, 8 pm, $27.50-$75

a SOULFOOD 
COFFEEHOUSE Soulfood 
Open Mic, 6 pm, free

SUBSTATION Deacon 
Raleigh St James Band, 
Honor Hall, Full Life Crisis, 
5-8:45 pm, $6; These People 
Here, ALKI, Among Authors, 
9 pm-midnight, $10

SUNSET TAVERN Heels To 
The Hardwood, Vicious 
Petals, Windoe, 9 pm, free

TIM’S TAVERN A Benefit 
for the Gibby Foundation: 
Raw Dogs, James Hunnicutt, 
Mother Chorizo, Mean 
Street Meanie, The One-
Legged Bandit, Paul 
Diamond Blow, 6 pm

 TIMBRE ROOM  Squall 
— Noise Happy Hour, 6-9 
pm, $5

 TRACTOR TAVERN  
Bowie’s Birthday Bash with 
Bowie Vision and Jealous 
Dogs, 9 pm, $15

TRIPLE DOOR Kyle Morton 
of Typhoon with Anthony 
D’Amato, 8 pm, $15

TULA’S Thomas Marriott 
Quartet, 7:30 pm, $18

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE The Tarantellas, 
6-9 pm, free

 WASHINGTON HALL  
Orkestar Zirkonium 
Farewell Shebang, 8 pm-
midnight, $18/$20

JAZZ
 JAZZ ALLEY  Peter White, 

Through Jan 8, 7:30 pm and 
Through Jan 7, 9:30 pm, 
$33.50

DJ
AMBER Amber Saturdays 
with DJ Kipprawk, free

ASTON MANOR NRG 
Saturdays: Guests, free

BALLARD LOFT DJ 
Saturdays: DJ Pheloneous, 
DJ Tamm of KISS fm, and DJ 
Brett Michaels, 10 pm, free

BALLROOM Sinful 
Saturdays: Guests, 9 pm

BALTIC ROOM Crave 
Saturdays: McClarron and 
Swel, 10 pm

BARBOZA Inferno: DJ 
Swervewon and Guests, 
10:30 pm, $5 before mid-
night/$10 after

CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 
Clean: Guests, 9 pm, $5; 
free before 10:30 p.m.

CONTOUR Europa Night 
with Misha Grin, 10 pm, $10

CUFF  DJ Night: Rotating 
DJs, 10 pm-3 am, free; DJ 
Quest, 10 pm-3 am, $10

FOUNDATION Elevate 
Saturdays, $0-30

HAVANA Havana Social: 
Nostalgia B, Curtis, Soul 
One, Sean Cee, and DV 
One, 9 pm, $15

KREMWERK Arthaus 3.0: 
Bodacious Beach Party, 7 
pm, $5/$7; SIN: New Year, 

THINGS TO DO MUSICMUSIC
The Best of the Rest of the Shows This Week
strangerthingstodo.com    @SEAshows    

 = Recommended    a = All Ages

http://www.soicapitolhill.com/
http://stgpresents.org/
http://ticketmaster.com/
http://ponyseattle.com/
http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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Demo Turntable 
Sale!

WINTER SALE!

Elac Speaker 
Sale!

Save on 
New and Used 

Stereos! 

Save 30-50% 
on Used 

Speakers!

6303 Roosevelt Way NE Seattle 
206.522.9609 

www.hawthornestereo.com

Hawthorne
Stereo
“a pretty nice place”

Hawthorne
Stereo
“a pretty nice place”

Everything a Music Lover Needs
Turntables, Sonos, Electronics, Speakers, Service!

http://www.hawthornestereo.com/
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Friday, January 6
PERTURBATOR

Gost
9PM, $20 - $25

Tuesday, January 10
ASCENDED DEAD

Grave Ritual
Fetid

Cerebral Rot
9PM,  $10 - $12

Thursday, January 19
ASH BORER

Bell Witch
Hissing

9PM, $10 - $12

Saturday, January 21
ENTOMBED A.D.

Full of Hell
Turbid North

Deathraid
8PM,  $15 - $18

Friday, January 27
Famine Fest presents:

DRAWN AND QUARTERED
SAKRIFICER

Raptor
Oxygen Destroyer

9PM, $10 - $13

www.highlineseattle.com
210 Broadway Ave E • 21+

Dinner service everyday 5-11pm

2202 N 45th St • Seattle
206 992-1120

seamonsterlounge.com

SEA MONSTER live music
7 nights a week featuring: 

MONDAYS OPEN MIC NIGHT
7pm

TUESDAYS W/JOE DORIA B3
organ live jazz fusion 10pm, 

opening band 8pm

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS
live rare soul & 

original funk family 9:30pm

MARMALADE THURSDAYS
live funk jam party w/ DJ’s

at 9pm $6.

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS
live funk and soul revue w/ 

DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $7. 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH
10am-3pm w/ LIVE JAZZ 

12-2pm, ALL AGES TIL 10PM

SCRATCH BAR FOOD and 
HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY

New Date, 10 pm-2 am, $5;

MERCURY Superblack 
Industrial Club, 9 pm- 
3 am, $5

NEIGHBOURS Powermix: 
DJ Randy Schlager, $5

RE-BAR Night Crush, 10:30 
pm-3 am, $0-$20 until 
11pm, $7 after 11pm

STAGE SEATTLE Vice 
Saturdays, 10 pm-2 am, 
Free before 10:45pm/$15 
after 10:45pm

TIMBRE ROOM  Squall 
— Noise Happy Hour, 6-9 
pm, $5; Nice Thread: A 
Night of UK Club & Bass 
Music, 9 pm-2 am, $5

TRINITY Reload Saturdays: 
Rise Over Run and DJ Nug

CLASSICAL
 a BENAROYA HALL   

Beethoven Symphony No. 
9, 8 pm, $28-$122

 a ST. MARK’S 
CATHEDRAL   Sound Bath 
Experience with Daniella 
White, Daniel Blue, and 
Luk Will, 7:30 pm, $20-$30

SUN 1/8

LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA David Bowie 
Birthday Bash!, 8 pm-
midnight, $8

a CAFE RACER  Racer 
Sessions, 6:30-10 pm, free

CEDAR ROOM Daybreak 
Pop Up Market, 1-7 pm

a CROCODILE  The 
Pizza Pulpit: Sir Coyler & 
His Asthmatic Band and 
Dynamite Nugget, 6:30 
pm, free

a FREMONT ABBEY  Open 
Space Edition 12, 8-9 pm, 
free

HIGH DIVE Zealandia, Kool 
Stuff Katie, 8 pm, $6/$8

a THE LAKE TRAIL 
TAPROOM  Sunday Open 
Blues Jam, 3-7:30 pm, free

LATONA PUB Acoustic 
Bluegrass, 7-9 pm, free

LITTLE RED HEN Open 
Mic Acoustic Jam with 
Bodacious Billy, 4 pm; Wes 
Jones Band, 9 pm, $3

 a NEPTUNE THEATRE   
Star Anna & Synergia NW 
Orchestra Perform Ziggy 
Stardust, 7:30 pm, $18.50

SUNSET TAVERN Ben 
Hunter & Joe Seamons, 
Simon Kornelis, Del Rey, 
8 pm, $8

TRIPLE DOOR Rust on 
the Rails, Passenger String 
Quartet, Sarah Gerritsen & 
The Shadow Catchers.,  
7 pm, $20/$25

a VERA PROJECT  Killer 
Ghost, Ah God, On Drugs, 
Horse Movies, 7:30- 
10:30 pm, $6/$8

JAZZ
THE ANGRY BEAVER Jazz 
at the Beaver: Guests, free

DARRELL’S TAVERN 
Sunday Night Jazz Jam,  
8 pm, free

 JAZZ ALLEY  Peter 
White, Through Jan 8, 7:30 
pm, $33.50

 a TULA’S  Jazz Police, 
4-10 pm, $5; Jim Cutler 
Jazz Orchestra, 7:30 pm, 
$10

 VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE  Bob Hammer, 
6 pm, free; The Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free

DJ
KREMWERK Fraktured, 9 
pm-2 am, free

NEIGHBOURS Noche 
Latina: DJ Luis and DJ Polo, 
10 pm-2 am

R PLACE Homo Hop, 
10 pm

 RE-BAR  Flammable: 
DJ Wesley Holmes, Xan 
Lucero, 10 pm, $10

CLASSICAL
 a BENAROYA HALL   

Beethoven Symphony No. 
9, 2 pm, $28-$122

ST. MARK’S CATHEDRAL 

 a Compline Choir, 9:30 
pm, free; a Organ Plus 
Concert, 3 pm, $10/$15

MON 1/9

LIVE MUSIC
CAPITOL CIDER 
EntreMundos, 9:30 pm, 
free

CHOP SUEY Bad Saint, 25th 
Frame, Normal Shizzle, 8 
pm, free

CONOR BYRNE Bluegrass 
Jam, 8:30 pm, free

LUCKY LIQUOR Sid Law, 
3-6 pm

SUNSET TAVERN Stucky 
Jackson & the Boys, Emily 
Davis, Old Coast, 8 pm, $8

TULA’S David Marriott 
Triskaidekaband,  
7:30 pm, $10

JAZZ
THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Salute Sessions, 10 pm, free

a TRIPLE DOOR  Brian 
Nova Jazz Jam, 8 pm, free

DJ
BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam: 
Mista’ Chatman and DJ 
Element, 9 pm

 BAR SUE  Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free

CLASSICAL
a EDMONDS CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS  CSO Presents 
Pathetique, 7:30 pm, $27

TUE 1/10

LIVE MUSIC
BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Totusek Tuesday Nights, 
8-11 pm, free

 COLUMBIA CITY 
THEATER  Tuesday Night 
Music Club, 7:30 pm, free

a EL CORAZON  The 
Devil’s 3-Way: Voodoo 
Glow Skulls, Buck-O-Nine, 
The Porkers, It Gets Worse, 
Simple Minded Symphony, 
7 pm, $15/$18

a FREMONT ABBEY  The 
Round #140, 8 pm, $10-$15

HIGH DIVE Monsterwatch 
January Residency, 8 pm, 
$6/$8

 HIGHLINE  Ascended 
Dead, Grave Ritual, Fetid, 
Cerebral Rot, 9 pm, 
$10/$12

J&M CAFE All-Star Acoustic 
Tuesdays, 9 pm, free; The 
Cory Wilds Blues Jam, 9 pm

PARAGON You Play 
Tuesday: Guests, 8 pm, free

 THE ROYAL ROOM  The 
Suffering Fuckheads, 10 
pm, free

SHADOWLAND Open Mic, 
9 pm, free

SUNSET TAVERN Mrs. C, 
8 pm, $8

TIM’S TAVERN Open Mic: 
Linda Lee, 8 pm

 a TRIPLE DOOR  The 
Stick Men, 7:30 pm, $22-
$30

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY  Martin 
Taylor, 7:30 pm, $30.50

OWL N’ THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free

TULA’S Emerald City Jazz 
Orchestra, 8 pm, $10

DJ
BALTIC ROOM Drum & 
Bass Tuesdays, 10 pm

 HAVANA  Real Love ‘90s, 
$5; free before 10 pm

MERCURY Die: Black Maru 
and Major Tom, $5

CLASSICAL
 BENAROYA HALL  The 

Music of David Bowie with 
the Seattle Symphony, 7:30 
pm, $36-$100

a FOLIO: THE 
SEATTLE ATHENAEUM  
sound|counterpoint: The 
Harmonious Society of 
Tickle-Fiddle-Gentlemen, 
7-9 pm, $20/$25

a MEANY HALL  JACK 
Quartet, 7:30 pm, $37-$42

THINGS TO DO  
All the Shows Happening This Week

http://www.highlineseattle.com/
http://seamonsterlounge.com/
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so do know that very attractive women and 
men and bludgeoningly obvious visual meta-
phors for sex still exert a powerful hold on 
the masses.

15. “I Took a Pill in Ibiza” by Mike Posner
The title hints at EDM bombast, but 

Posner pulls a switcheroo by crafting a mid-
1970s folk-pop ballad somewhere between 
Al Stewart and Rod Stewart. The song is 
stripped-down, pretty, and poignant, its 
acoustic guitar and piano entwining in a 
loving embrace of somber harmony. A rare 
glimpse of genuine intimacy in the pop chart’s 
upper regions.

14. “My House” by Flo Rida
A funky celebration of home entertain-

ment—in the affable singer/rapper’s ornate 
mansion, featuring his personal bartender 
and body sushi server. Catchy and superfi-
cial AF, “My House” comes decorated with 
obligatory distended bass drops and half-
assed horn charts. The video will give you 
extreme FOMO.

13. “Needed Me” by Rihanna
I have a hard time differentiating or ap-

preciating popular female R&B vocalists 
whose melismatic voices I hear on random ra-
dios and TV commercials—a malady known 
as divaphobia. So, Rihanna, I apologize that 
your world-beating acrobatics move my heart 
and brain not one scintilla. Take comfort in 
the fact that at least millions of other Homo 
sapiens love your panoply of smooth vocal 
tropes. That being said, the music here is 
severe, menacing, and odd, like something 
you’d hear on a 21st-century Björk record.

12. “7 Years” by Lukas Graham
Mawkish, keyboard- and strings-heavy 

ballad by a Danish quartet, this is a passion-
ate meditation on fleeting time. The singer is 
notable for his moderately soulful voice and 
for being the first Scandinavian person I’ve 
ever seen who isn’t thin and good-looking.

11. “Cheap Thrills” by Sia featuring Sean 
Paul

The kind of vapid, faux-Caribbean, up-
with-music song that makes me want to 
slice off my ears. Sia—Australia’s Alanis 
Morissette—and Sean Paul sound like they 
e-mailed in their vocals 3,000 miles away 
from each other.

10. “Closer” by the Chainsmokers fea-
turing Halsey

First, deduct 50 points for that band 
name. Second, deduct another 40 points for 
the quasi-orchestral, manic-pixie-girl, teen-
romance ballad that’s as calculated as a 
stadium full of accountants. Deduct another 
10 points for a respected label—Columbia, 
home of Miles Davis, Leonard Cohen, Bob 
Dylan, et al.—that should know better than 
to push this sorry pap.

9. “Can’t Stop the Feeling!” by Justin 
Timberlake

JT is a very good blue-eyed soul man with 
one of earth’s truest falsettos, and he and his 
voice have aged shockingly well. Here, Tim-
berlake animates a pell-mell funk jam that 
puts an absurd spring in your step, even on 
the first day of winter (the time of this listen-
ing). “Can’t Stop the Feeling!” totally earns 
its exclamation point.

Every year, I staunchly avoid chart 
music, mostly out of a desire to 
maintain optimal mental health. 

But come December, my editors inevitably 
tap me to assess the biggest songs of the year 
gone by, according to Billboard magazine. 
It’s a living. So once again, I enter the gaping 
maw of mediocrity. Tallyho!

20. “Ride” by Twenty One Pilots
Who now? Boy, am I out of the loop. Judg-

ing by “Ride,” Twenty One Pilots have set 
out to make the most watered-down, Cauca-
soid reggae ever on this Jahforsaken planet. 
By comparison, UB40 sound like Dadawah. 
Maybe it’s just me, but the naggingly catchy 
chorus—in which the titular word gets ex-
tended to 11 syllables and is buoyed by hollow 
synthesizer bombast—catapults my misan-
thropy to Bill Hicks–ian levels.

19. “Me, Myself & I” by G-Eazy x Bebe Rexha
It’s about a man—one G-Eazy—who 

doesn’t need people because he has his mu-
sic. Can you relate? The video shows him 
angsting out and arguing with his multiple 
selves at his surprise birthday party, which 
is full of folks with great bone structure. 
“If time is money, I need a loan” is pretty 
clever by Top 20 standards, and Bebe Rexha 
sings the hook with heartfelt defiance. But 
the song’s premise—middling rapper needs 

solitude so he can make middling songs that 
earn him extravagant material goods—isn’t 
helped by his lackluster flow and the off-the-
rack R&B melodrama.

18. “Cake by the Ocean” by DNCE
A featherweight fusion of beige funk and 

innocuous new wave, “Cake by the Ocean” 
is infectious without being overly cloying—
an achievement in Top 20 land. Still, DNCE 
sound like the B-52s and early Talking Heads, 
if they had only 7 percent of their personality 
and quirkiness.

17. “This Is What You Came For” by Calvin 
Harris featuring Rihanna

Confirms my worst suspicions about main-
stream dance music being a wasteland of 
creativity: expertly manicured “euphoria” 
synced up with perfectly airbrushed instru-
mentation and vague, feel-good sentiments. 
Of course Rihanna sings well, but the track is 
a melodramatic rave anthem that was surely 
written by a focus group.

16. “Work from Home” by Fifth Harmony 
featuring Ty Dolla $ign

For a song that’s all about female-centric, 
steamy innuendos, the music here sure is 
antiseptic—a plinkety, mid-tempo electro 
confection heavy on the nudge-wink. The 
video has more than 1.2 billion views, though, 

Billboard’s Top 20 Songs 
of 2016 Were Every Bit as 
Shitty as the Year Itself

BY DAVE SEGAL

MIKE FORCE
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MON Andy Coe  
Grateful Dead covers

TUE Leif Totusek  
Guitar Savant 

WED Open Mic

THU

Caleb & Walter 
Brooke & Dawn
(Austin TX)
Coyote

FRI
Hellbat
Sunset Flip
Guests

SAT The Post Punks 
Guests

 
 

@bluemoonseattle
712 NE 45th 
675-9116 

THE THE THE THE THE THE 
REVOLUTION REVOLUTION REVOLUTION 
STARTS STARTS STARTS 
WITH USWITH USWITH US

COMING UP NEXT

WEEKLY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE

COMING UP NEXT

925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
MOE BAR & ETIX.COM

NEUMOS.COM | THEBARBOZA.COM | MOEBARSEATTLE.COM

CLOSED FOR REMODEL

FRIDAY 1/6

THE GOOD WIVES 
KEATON COLLECTIVE + MOON TEMPLE 

MONDAY 1/9

LIP SYNC BATTLE
(FREE FOR CONTESTANTS & SPECTATORS)

FRIDAY 1/13

CHARLIE AND THE RAYS
LINDSTROM AND THE LIMIT 

WEDNESDAY 1/18

CASCADIA 
SMALL TRIBES 

THURSDAY 1/19

HEATWARMER
SATURDAY 1/21

SELASSIE I SOLDIER
MONDAY 1/23

COMMUNIST DAUGHTER
TUESDAY 1/24

SHY GIRLS 
THE LAST ARTFUL, DODGR

THURSDAY 1/26

SPENCER GLENN BAND
BREAKS AND SWELLS

FRIDAY 1/27

KATIE KATE
MURDER VIBES + SGF

SATURDAY 1/28

VAUDEVILLE ETIQUETTE 
+ THE RAMBLIN’ YEARS

SUNDAY 1/29

MICAH B 
NEW TRACK CITY + ILL WRITERS GUILD + CALL

TUESDAY 1/31

THE LEMON TWIGS
SAVORY MOTEL 

WE’LL BE BACK AT THE 
END OF FEBRUARY.

UNTIL THEN, 
JOIN US AT BARBOZA!

WWW.COMEDYUNDERGROUND.COM

THURS, 1/5 - SAT, 1/7 

CHRISTINA 
WALKINSHAW
Christina Walkinshaw was a 
standout in the recent 37th 
Annual Seattle International 
Comedy Competition and is part 
of our New Faces Festival. She’s 
a Canadian stand up comic now 
living in Los Angeles. She’s been 
nominated for three Canadian 
Comedy Awards and has a 
top selling album on iTunes 
called, “It’s Taking A Long Time  
to Become Famous…”. 

™
109 S. WASHINGTON ST.  
(ON OCCIDENTAL PARK)  
(206) 628-0303

The NFL Sunday Ticket Here 
In Hi-Def

Near the Center of the Universe
at the Corner of 35th. and Stone Way N.

206-547-2967

8. “Don’t Let Me Down” by the Chain-
smokers featuring Daya

Vocalist Daya petulantly begs her partner 
to be reliable while the Chainsmokers com-
pose the sort of overblown-yet-non-nutritious 
EDM-lite that garners nine-figure views on 
VEVO. Makes one yearn for the edgy elec-
tronic soap operas of Sneaker Pimps.
7. “Hello” by Adele

Yeah, no. Good-bye. Booyah!

6. “Panda” by Desiigner
With his world-weary, forebodingly flat 

delivery, Brooklyn MC and Kanye pro-
tégé Desiigner recalls mid-1990s Tricky, 
though everyone else compares him to 
Future. “Panda” executes the neat trick of 
sounding eventful even though not much is 
happening. It’s a stark trap scenario—pep-
py handclaps, bass that should get charged 
for first-degree murder, riotous “woos,” 
fiercely rolled Rs, faint echoes of the God-
father soundtrack, etc.—with all the gritty 
paranoia that that implies. Riveting stuff, 
for mature audiences.

5. “Stressed Out” by Twenty One Pilots
These mooks again… The singer chan-

nels Macklemore for some self-deprecating 
lyrics that lament his lamentable musical 
skills. Then he waxes nostalgic (“Wish we 
could turn back time to the good old days / 
When mama sang us to sleep / But now we’re 
stressed out”) over a vanilla, funk-pop back-
drop. The drummer has gauged ears and a 
Manic Panic blood-red fauxhawk and the 
singer sports a neck tattoo. It’s as if Twenty 
One Pilots were created in a lab to maximal-
ly annoy Dave Segal.

4. “Work” by Rihanna featuring Drake
Even if you have innate suspicion for 

songs that bear songwriting and production 
credits in the double figures, you have to 
give it up for “Work.” It’s a seductive squig-
gle of a tune about industrious lust, little 
more than a couple of smeary bass nudges 
and a couple of dinky synth notes. Not even 
Drake’s novocaine’d “singing” can mar it.

3. “One Dance” by Drake featuring Wizkid 
& Kyla

When someone as flavor-free as Drake 
attains staggering popularity, it makes one 
doubt the concept of evolutionary progress. 
The best thing this Miracle-Whip-on-Won-
der-Bread mofo will ever do is enrich Timmy 
Thomas by sampling the immortal “Why 
Can’t We Live Together.”

2. “Sorry” by Justin Bieber
As past Top 10/Top 20 roundups have 

proved, I’m not a knee-jerk Bieber hater. 
But I have my limits. I don’t care how cute 
he is, I just can’t hang with self-pitying mew-
ling over uninspired EDM that’s saddled 
with a hobbled-gallop rhythm.

1. “Love Yourself” by Justin Bieber
Canadian multi-platinum-selling bad 

boy goes “mature.” The result is an ultra-
spare ballad that’s exquisitely crafted, with 
“tasteful” electric-guitar accompaniment, 
cheery muted trumpet, and the lightest of 
beats (a sampled knuckle crack?). It’s… 
nice and kind of dozy for a song that flips a 
middle finger to an ex.

Well, that’s another Top 20 endured.  
Despite a few (four or five, to be vague) 
respites of quality, these songs reaffirm 
my will to keep listening to obscure artists 
who have as much chance of going main-
stream as Trump has of brokering world 
peace. Sorry if this survey comes off as 
predictable, but it’s nowhere near as pre-
dictable as the meretriciousness of our 
country’s biggest pop stars. ■

http://etix.com/
http://neumos.com/
http://thebarboza.com/
http://moebarseattle.com/
http://www.comedyunderground.com/
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In 1981, 20-year-old Barack Hussein Obama 
transferred from Occidental College in Los 

Angeles to Columbia University in New York 
City. He was lean, handsome, curious about 
things, and a chain-smoker (a pack a day). 
The new Netflix biopic Barry, directed with 
superb economy by Vikram Gandhi, focuses 
on this brief and mostly uneventful period of 
his life. He arrives in NYC, settles in Harlem, 
makes new friends, attends classes, smokes a 
lot, plays basketball with area brothers, goes 
to parties and bars, starts dating a 
classmate—a white woman whose 
parents are rich but liberal—and 
goes to a very white and fancy wed-
ding with her after learning about the death 
of his Kenyan father, a man he barely knew. 
That’s pretty much the whole story of this 
snapshot biopic.

Barry’s simplicity and realism are not about 

humanizing Obama, dislodging the myth-like 
halo surrounding a man who held the most 
powerful political position in the world for eight 
years and may one day be considered to be 
the greatest American president to ever live. 
No halo falls into the mud in this pic. Its real-
ism and simplicity have a completely different 
purpose. The director, Gandhi, and the screen-
writer, Adam Mansbach, want to capture what 
youth and college are really about: trying to 
figure out who the fuck you are. There are 

few 20-year-olds who have an idea of 
where they want to go in life. They 
are still very new to the world, still 
far from making any sense of their 

few memories, joys, and grievances. Barry 
begins in NYC and basically goes nowhere—
because, at this time in its subject’s life, there 
really isn’t anywhere to go or anything to be-
come. That’s being 20.

Barry Is About an Obama 
Who Has No Future

BY CHARLES MUDEDE

Barry
dir. Vikram Gandhi

Netflix

LINDA KALLERUS/NETFLIX

BARRY There is nothing presidential in Devon Terrell’s very entertaining portrayal.
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There is nothing presidential in Dev-
on Terrell’s very entertaining portrayal of 
Barry (and he is only called Barry in this 
film—Barack Obama is too grand and compli-
cated a name for this easygoing fellow). Yes, 
he does drugs, drinks a bit, fucks around, but 
not once do we see these as a cloud of trans-
gressions that threatens to lead a promising 
young man down the path to disaster. We nev-
er fear he might open the wrong door or run 
with the wrong crowd. That sort of thing is 
found in biopics that, for the edification of the 
audience, show the steps a person took to be-
come rich or famous (studied hard, fell in love 
with the right man or woman, never lost sight 
of his/her one goal, and so on). If you want to 
learn what you must do to become the presi-
dent of the United States of America, Barry 
is not the film for you. Though we do easily 
recognize Obama’s manner of speaking and 
moving in Terrell’s performance, Barry is 
very much his own person. Anything can hap-
pen to him, and he can do whatever he wants 
because he is not trying to make history.

In one scene, he almost gets shot by a 
drug-addled man. In another scene, he is 
locked out of the apartment and spends the 
night in an alley. In another, he goes to a party 
in a project with a black friend who also stud-
ies at Columbia. They drink beer as they walk 
toward the building, which has broken eleva-
tors and stanky stairways. Obama is shown 
a room filled with junkies (he looks around 
and concurs things look pretty bad for these 
people). He then goes to a party and meets a 
beautiful black woman who lives on the eighth 
floor of the bleak building. They dance, they 

almost kiss, and Obama gets punched in the 
face by a big black guy. (The girl’s boyfriend? 
Husband? Ex?) And that’s about it. No lesson 
learned. The black woman he messed with? 
Nothing like Michelle Robinson, if that’s what 
you are thinking. She wasn’t smart or edu-
cated or in any way interesting. Barry was a 
little drunk, she was attractive, and they were 
having a good time dancing to good music. 
(Living in NYC at this time, 1981, Barry is 
exposed to the new art rising from the rubble 
of urban decay, hiphop.)

This Barry is not the self-assured presi-
dent. He’s caught in between worlds. He was 
raised in Hawaii and Indonesia. His mother, 
played impeccably by Ashley Judd, is quite 
batty. He doesn’t get along very well with the 
white male students, and the black people 
on the street do not connect with him. He is 
turned off by the black nationalists who call 
white women devil bitches. But he is vaguely 
drawn to mysterious Africa. He is also reading 
the classics of black American literature, and 
his black friends call him the Invisible Man. At 
school, he is studying political science, but he 
doesn’t say the most original things in class. 
He is not popular. He can be a little cold. His 
new girlfriend has fallen in love with him, but 
he is not in love with her or her world.

How can Barry bring all these parts 
together into the person we know he will be-
come? At this stage of his life, he just can’t. 
Indeed, the very idea of going into poli-
tics does not yet exist in his thoughts. And 
the film makes it clear to us that this is the 
Obama it wants to explore, the Obama with 
no clue he is Obama. ■

LINDA KALLERUS/NETFLIX

4329 University Way NE Seattle, WA 98105
MOVIE LINE: 206-632-7218

www.farawayentertainment.com

FRI JAN 6 - THU JAN 12
OPENING 1/6 UNDERWORLD: 

BLOOD WARS (R)
SING (PG)

OFFICE CHRISTMAS PARTY (R) 
MOANA (PG)

please visit our website for showtimes and more:

 FREE PARKING!

EVENINGS & W
EEKENDS

2D & 3D
NO 3D SURCHARGE

2D & 3D
NO 3D SURCHARGE

2D & 3D
NO 3D SURCHARGE

5030 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, SEATTLE  •  206-524-8554
www.scarecrow.com

Sign Up for a 

Membership for 

Discounts &  

Rental Deals!  

see our website  

for details  

2 FOR 1 
RENTAL 

WEDNESDAY

New  
Vinyl!  

LOST HIGHWAY  
Soundtrack $35

For a full list of New Releases for rent + sale, visit scarecrow.com

WE’RE BLOWING OUT 
THESE AND OTHER 
SELECT CRITERION 
COLLECTION TITLES
DVD $20  
Blu-ray $25
While Supplies Last

Support  
Scarecrow With 
a Membership!

SELECT SHOUT! FACTORY BLU-RAYS just $25! (While Supplies Last)   

Can't Make the  
Return Trip?  

Get a Pre-paid  
Return Mailer!

ALL-REGION BLU-RAY PLAYER
Sony BDP-S3700 Plays ANY disc from  

ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD $199

4500 9TH AVE NE • 206-633-0059
SEATTLE

** TIX AVAIL AT BOX OFFICE ONLY

HIDDEN FIGURES FENCES

LION ARRIVAL

MOONLIGHT ROGUE ONE in 3D / 2D

TWO WAYS TO SAVE AT SUNDANCE SEATTLE
MONDAY IS $6 ORCA DAY SHOW YOUR ORCA CARD ALL 
SEATS ARE $6** ($7.50 FOR 3D)   NOT GOOD ON HOLIDAYS.

TUESDAY IS GIRLS NIGHT OUT! 2 or more ladies get $6 ($7.50 for 
3D) Admission ALL DAY. Tickets Available at Box O�ce Only.)  

STUDIO ADVANCE SCREENINGS THAT FALL ON A TUESDAY ARE NOT  
PART OF THE GIRLS MOVIE NIGHT OUT PROMOTION

FULL BAR & BISTRO FARE • RESERVED SEATS
+21 AT ALL TIMES

FOR SHOWTIMES VISIT:

SUNDANCECINEMAS.COM

http://www.farawayentertainment.com/
http://www.scarecrow.com/
http://scarecrow.com/
http://sundancecinemas.com/
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Old Stove Brewing Company 
~Pike Place Market~

1525 1st Ave, Seattle • www.oldstove.com

Now taking reservations for Holiday Parties: info@oldstove.com

BEER!

Stop in for a  
freshly brewed 

Craft Beer  
to warm you  

up this  
Holiday Season!

CHOW

A s of now, there is no Guinness World 
Record for sandwich with the most ri-

diculous number of fillings—at least none I 
could find—but I wonder about those kinds 
of limits as I scan Seattle menus these days, 
looking at the occasional sandwich creation 
with a combination of ingredients so daunting 
that I want to hide under my bed with a roll 
of Tums. Can there ever be too much party in 
your sandwich?

It’s not that I fear all types of abundance. 
Bless those Italian American sub shops with 
their endless list of cured meats and cheeses 
you can stuff into a hero roll in endless varia-
tions—mortadella, prosciutto, sopressata, hot 
capicola, sweet capicola. Who knew there were 
so many damn capicolas? Or magical New York 
Jewish delis with that pile of pastrami deli-
cately balanced between two slices of rye. Too 
much at once? Whatever: second sandwich.

What I fear is more like the much-written-
about Predator sandwich at Mammoth in 
Eastlake, about which our own Angela Garbes 
declared: “The combination of the pork belly 
and a fried chicken leg is more than anyone 
needs.” There is something about the piling 
of meat fat upon deep-fried meat fat that feels 

like gilding the lily, if the lily was left to soak 
in a deep fryer for a week.

And yet, beyond the gimmicky, shock-factor 
appeal, there was another idea that I was curi-
ous to explore—the possibility that one of these 
sandwiches could be a winner. That perhaps 
there was one that had strayed so far from 
logic and good sense that it had come upon a 
previously undiscovered and unexpected level 
of awesome. A fourth dimension of sandwich.

It’s a lot to hope for from extra pork belly. 
But I went to try out some ill-advised possi-
bilities, just in case.

The Bad Lieutenant at Valhalla Sandwiches
Pulled pork, bacon, ham, provolone, chipotle 
barbecue sauce, apple jalapeño slaw

Open since September, Valhalla is the 
brick-and-mortar Greenwood sandwich shop 
version of the popular food truck Now Make 
Me a Sandwich, specializing in hangover-help-
er dreams like the Beastie, a spicy roast beef 
sandwich with hot peppers, or the best-selling 
El Duderino, a chicken breast sandwich with 
chorizo and avocado.

I came for the Bad Lieutenant, their stan-
dard pork sandwich with pulled pork, chipotle 

barbecue sauce, and apple jalapeño slaw made 
even heftier with the addition of bacon, ham, and 
provolone. Like the movie it is named after, the 
controversial 1992 crime drama featuring dirty 

cop, aka “bad lieutenant,” Harvey Keitel, the 
sandwich pushes the envelope of taste. Three 
types of pork, does it need to happen? Naked 
Harvey Keitel, does it need to happen?

My Sandwich Is Going to Eat Me
Going Head-to-Head with Seattle’s Most Gluttonous Creations

BY CORINA ZAPPIA

MATT OWENS
THE BAD LIEUTENANT At Valhalla Sandwiches.

mailto:info@oldstove.com
http://www.oldstove.com/
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Isan Thai 
Restaurant & Bar 

In the Heart 
of Capitol Hill

Happy Hour Dai ly 3-6pm and Late Night

Hand carved ice, cause your cocktai l  deserves it

House bottled cocktai ls • Capitol Hi l l  ginger beer on draft

1400 10th Ave. Seattle     206-556-4853     SoiCapitolHill.com

Like its namesake, however, the Bad 
Lieutenant prevails. The crisp bacon played 
nicely texture-wise with the soft pulled pork, 
and the melted provolone brought together the 
sweet barbecue sauce and creamy, spicy slaw. 
The list of ingredients felt considerably less 
overwhelming once confronted with the actual 
deal—maybe because Valhalla uses a smaller 
grilled Telera roll from La Brea Bakery, the 
kind used to make smaller tortas, instead of 
a 12-inch hero roll. 
Rest assured, Seattle, 
your gluttony is con-
tained. This sandwich 
would not have played 
out like this in Texas, 
Jersey, or the Viking 
warrior afterlife.

The only filling that 
seemed extraneous was 
the ham. Funny how 
the rules of fashion 
accessorizing extend 
to a big pork sandwich. 
Thinking back upon 
that 10-napkin lunch, 
my mouth slathered 
in barbecue sauce and 
spitting up cabbage 
shreds, a quote from 
Coco Chanel sprang to 
mind: “Before leaving the house, a lady should 
look into the mirror and remove at least one 
accessory.” That ham was the unnecessary 
rhinestone bangle on a perfect sandwich outfit.

I would come back for that sandwich minus 
the ham, or the El Duderino—the chicken made 
it feel lighter, and some days I need to be told 
sweet meat lies.

Swinery Spectacular at the Swinery
Pulled pork, cured and smoked ham, crispy 
pork belly, Swiss cheese, Dijon aioli, and 
house pickles

“I feel the meat tingles coming over me,” my 
friend said, as we dove into our lard feast from 
the Swinery, the West Seattle butcher shop that 
features a grill menu of pig-heavy sandwiches, 
from Cubanos to a pork-belly take on the BLT. 
Ignoring the wise suggestion of the butcher 
behind the counter who said the Swinery 
Spectacular and Danger Fries were more than 
enough for two people, we tacked on the BBQ 
Pulled Pork sandwich.

Flavor-wise, the Swinery Spectacular was 
true to its name. The house pickles added a 
nice acidity to cut through the cheese, aioli, and 
meat; it was a more complex and interesting 
sandwich than the barbecue one. But there’s 
just going to be a fair amount of meat grease in 
something that has pulled pork, ham, and pork 
belly in it, no matter how it’s prepared, and a 
mixture of that plus the aioli ran down my hands 
and weighed down the Macrina roll.

“I’m fine with it,” said my friend across the 

table, shrugging as he threw back a few fries, 
“but then again, I’m a gluttonous pig.”

Don’t ask me why I thought the Swinery 
Spectacular was too much while the Danger 
Fries—pork-fat-fried fries topped with a blue-
cheese béchamel sauce, chunks of bacon, and 
green onions—were a perfectly fine indulgence 
that should be ordered each and every time one 
alights on the Swinery. After the meal, I had to 
do that 2-a.m.-at-Dick’s thing where you toss 

the evidence and pretend 
like the whole thing never 
happened. Only the inside 
of my car was the wiser, 
the air heavy with the de-
licious smell of bacon and 
blue cheese. I wish it came 
as air freshener.

The Voldemortadella at 
Cheese Wizards
Provolone, mozzarella, 
cream cheese, mortadel-
la, salami, Black Forest 
ham, herbed olive muf-
faletta spread

I grew up in a highly 
Cajun region of Texas, 
and every Wednesday at 
my high school cafeteria 
was muffaletta day. We 

were dumb kids who didn’t know how good we 
had it—that great Italian American gift from 
New Orleans of crusty Italian bread layered 
with olive salad, ham, salami, and melted provo-
lone simply showed up once a week.

Alas, the Voldemortadella is not this. Ex-
tra points, though, for combining the Dark 
Lord’s name with a cold cut. (Each of the 
grilled cheese sandwiches at the Cheese Wiz-
ards truck and their Interbay sandwich shop 
come with charming wizard-inspired names.) 
The Voldemortadella at Cheese Wizards was 
once a mortadella and smoked Gouda combo, 
but the revamped version comes with three 
types of meat and cheese and the olive salad, 
thus truly earning the tag line “Eat what the 
Death Eaters eat.”

It won’t transform you into a Death Eater, 
but it may make you wish for a real muffaletta. 
I was wary of melted cream cheese, but it 
lends a nice creaminess. A muffaletta just 
doesn’t make a good thin grilled cheese sand-
wich. The strong, herby black olive spread 
needs the balance of a thicker, heftier bread to 
go with it, not a grilled slice of white Pullman.

The Forest-Lord, on the other hand, made 
me feel like I had just skipped through the for-
est, with its earthy combination of fresh basil, 
pesto aioli, and dill Havarti cheese, and a little 
sprinkling of fresh tomatoes to lighten it up. 
It was like a lot of the sandwiches I tried this 
past week: a tasty reminder that experimen-
tation can be rewarded—but also that a little 
less can be so much more. ■

Like the movie it 
is named after, the 

controversial 1992 crime 
drama featuring dirty 

cop, aka “bad lieutenant,” 
Harvey Keitel, the 

sandwich pushes the 
envelope of taste. Three 

types of pork, does it 
need to happen? Naked 

Harvey Keitel, does it 
need to happen?

MATT OWENS
THE VOLDEMORTADELLA At Cheese Wizards.

http://soicapitolhill.com/
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Watch the Hawks Beat the Lions!
Saturday 1/7 at 5:15pm

All Games in HD! • Open @ 9am on Weekends
Happy Hour Daily: 4pm-7pm, Fri & Sat: 11pm-1am

GO
HAWKS!

Like us on

206-547-1417 • 460 North 36th Street  IN THE HEART OF FREMONT

LIVE MUSIC MOST NIGHTS
- FOR FULL CALENDAR VISIT OUR WEBSITE -

HIGHLINESEATTLE.COM 
210 Broadway Ave E • 328.7837

DECADENT 
VEGAN FOOD

7 days •  5-11pm 
HAPPY HOUR
5-6 everyday

$3 wells
$1 off  all beers

$5 off  all pitchers.

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-6PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-5PM

FREE WILL ASTROLOGY
BY ROB BREZSNY

For the Week of January 4
ARIES (March 21–April 19): Light, electricity, and magnetism are 
different expressions of a single phenomenon. Scottish scientist and 
mathematician James Clerk Maxwell (1831–1879) was the first to 
formulate a theory to explain that startling fact. One of the corner-
stones of his work was a set of 20 equations with 20 unknowns. But a 
younger scientist named Oliver Heaviside decided this was much too 
complicated. He recast Maxwell’s cumbersome theory in the form of 
four equations with four unknowns. That became the new standard. 
In 2017, I believe you Aries will have a knack akin to Heaviside’s. 
You’ll see the concise essentials obscured by needless complexity. 
You’ll extract the shining truths trapped inside messy confusions.

TAURUS (April 20–May 20): “The thornbush is the old obstacle in 
the road,” wrote Franz Kafka. “It must catch fire if you want to go 
further.” Let’s analyze this thought, Taurus. If it’s to be of maximum 
use for you in 2017, we will have to develop it further. So here are 
my questions. Did Kafka mean that you’re supposed to wait around 
passively, hoping the thornbush will somehow catch fire, either 
through a lucky lightning strike or an act of random vandalism? Or 
should you, instead, take matters into your own hands—douse the 
thornbush with gasoline and throw a match into it? Here’s another 
pertinent query: Is the thornbush really so broad and hardy that it 
blocks the whole road? If not, maybe you could just go around it.

GEMINI (May 21–June 20): The fictional character Scott Pilgrim is 
the hero of Bryan Lee O’Malley’s series of graphic novels. He becomes 
infatuated with a “ninja delivery girl” named Ramona Flowers, but 
there’s a complication. Before he can win her heart, he must defeat 
all seven of her evil ex-lovers. I’m sure your romantic history has com-
pelled you to deal with equally challenging dilemmas, Gemini. But 
I suspect you’ll get a reprieve from that kind of dark melodrama in 
2017. The coming months should be a bright and expansive chapter 
in your Book of Love.

CANCER (June 21–July 22): The creature known as the short-eared 
elephant shrew is typically four inches long and weighs a little more 
than one ounce. And yet it’s more genetically similar to elephants than 
to true shrews. In its home habitat of southern Africa, it’s known as the 
sengi. I propose we regard it as one of your spirit animals in 2017. Its 
playful place in your life will symbolize the fact that you, too, will have 
secret connections to big, strong influences; you, too, will have natural 
links with powerhouses that outwardly don’t resemble you.

LEO (July 23–Aug 22): “When I look back, I see my former selves, 
numerous as the trees,” writes Leo poet Chase Twichell. I’m sure 
that’s an experience you’ve had yourself. Do you find it comforting? 
Does it feel like being surrounded by old friends who cushion you 
with nurturing familiarity? Or is it oppressive and claustrophobic? 
Does it muffle your spontaneity and keep you tethered to the past? 
I think these are important questions for you to meditate on in 
2017. It’s time to be very conscious and creative about shaping your 
relationships with all the people you used to be.

VIRGO (Aug 23–Sept 22): “‘Life experience’ does not amount 
to very much and could be learned from novels alone… without 
any help from life.” So said Nobel Prize–winning author Elias Ca-
netti, who was born in Bulgaria, had British citizenship, and wrote 
in German. Although his idea contradicts conventional wisdom, I am 
presenting it for your consideration in 2017. You’re ready for a mas-
sive upgrade in your understanding about the nature of reality—and 
firsthand “life experience” alone won’t be enough to ensure that.

LIBRA (Sept 23–Oct 22): I am rooting for you to be flagrantly 
unique in 2017. I vehemently want you to be uninhibited about 
expressing your deepest, rawest, hottest inclinations. In this spirit, 
I offer the following four rallying cries: (1) “Don’t be addicted to 
looking cool, baby!” —my friend Luther. (2) Creative power arises 
when you conquer your tendency to stay detached. —paraphrased 
from poet Marianne Moore. (3) If you want to be original, have 
the courage to be an amateur. —paraphrased from poet Wallace 
Stevens. (4) “In the beginner’s mind there are many possibilities, in 
the expert’s mind there are few.” —Zen teacher Shunryu Suzuki.

SCORPIO (Oct 23–Nov 21): “There is a desperation for unknown 
things,” wrote poet Charles Wright, “a thirst for endlessness that 
snakes through our bones.” Every one of us has that desperation and 
thirst from time to time, but no one feels the pull toward perplexing 
enchantments and eternal riddles more often and more intensely 
than you Scorpios. And according to my astrological meditations on 
your life in 2017, you will experience this pull even more often and 
with greater intensity than ever before. Is that a problem? I don’t see 
why it should be. In fact, it could make you sexier and smarter than 
ever—especially if you regard it as a golden opportunity to become 
sexier and smarter than ever.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22–Dec 21): I hope you will seek out a wide 
range of intoxicating experiences in 2017. The omens predict it. Fate 
sanctifies it. I hope you will gracefully barrel your way through the 
daily whirl with a constant expectation of sly epiphanies, amusing 
ecstasies, and practical miracles. There has rarely been a time in your 
life when you’ve had so much potential to heal old wounds through 
immersions in uncanny bliss. But please note: The best of these highs 
will NOT be induced by drugs or alcohol, but rather by natural means 
like sex, art, dancing, meditation, dreamwork, singing, yoga, lucid 
perceptions, and vivid conversations.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22–Jan 19): I thought of you when I read a tweet 
by a person who calls himself Vexing Voidsquid. “I feel imbued with 
a mysterious positive energy,” he wrote, “as if thousands of sup-
plicants are worshipping golden statues of me somewhere.” Given 
the astrological omens, I think it’s quite possible you will have similar 
feelings on regular occasions in 2017. I’m not necessarily saying there 
will literally be golden statues of you in town squares and religious 
shrines, nor am I guaranteeing that thousands of supplicants will tele-
pathically bathe you in adoration. But who cares how you’re imbued 
with mysterious positive energy as long as you are?

AQUARIUS (Jan 20–Feb 18): When it’s summer in the northern hemi-
sphere, the birds known as arctic terns hang out in Greenland and 
Iceland. Before the chill sets in, they embark on an epic migration to 
Antarctica, arriving in time for another summer. But when the weather 
begins to turn too cold there, they head to the far north again. This is 
their yearly routine. In the course of a lifetime, a single bird may travel 
as far as 1.25 million miles—the equivalent of three round-trips to the 
moon. I propose that you make this creature your spirit animal in 2017, 
Aquarius. May the arctic tern inspire you to journey as far as neces-
sary to fulfill your personal equivalent of a quest for endless summer.

PISCES (Feb 19–March 20): In June 1962, three prisoners sneaked out 
of the Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary, located on an island in San Francisco 
Bay. Did they succeed in escaping? Did they swim to safety through the 
frigid water and start new lives abroad? No one knows. Law enforce-
ment officials never found them. Even today, though, the US Marshals 
Service keeps the case open and still investigates new evidence when it 
comes in. Are there comparable enigmas in your own life, Pisces? Events 
in your past that raised questions you’ve never been able to solve? In 
2017, I bet you will finally get to the bottom of them. ■

http://highlineseattle.com/
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DO YOU HAVE  
PTSD AND  
ALCOHOL 

PROBLEMS?
Seeking free treatment? 

Paid research opportunity.

Call the APT study at 
206-543-0584

SEATTLE’S ORIGINAL 
CANNABIS SHOP

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentraion, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 
influence of this drug. There may be healthrisks asociated with consumption of this product. 

For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

2733 4th Ave South • Seattle WA
www.CannabisCity.us

http://www.cannabiscity.us/

