
DEC

20
JAN

2

FREE EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY • VOL. 27, NO. 10 • 2017–2018 • THESTRANGER.COM

NEW 
YEAR’S 

EVE
WHERE TO GO 
TO KISS 2017 

GOODBYE 
P. 29

IF YOU TRY TO BUY SEX ON 
THE INTERNET, YOU MIGHT BE 
CHATTING WITH A BOT P. 13

GOOGLE, FACEBOOK, AND TWITTER: 
ARE YOU GOING TO COMPLY WITH 

LOCAL ELECTION LAW ? P. 9

PLUS! TWO WEEKS’ WORTH OF 
SEATTLE’S BEST MUSIC, ARTS, 

FOOD & CULTURE P. 23

http://www.THESTRANGER.COM


2     DECEMBER 20, 2017    THE STRANGER



THE STRANGER     DECEMBER 20, 2017    3
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T
wo climate activists locked them-
selves to a crane at a liquefi ed nat-
ural gas facility construction site at 
the Port of Tacoma for nine hours. 
One of them, Stephen Way, is 72 

years old and says he did it for his grand-
kids. What the hell are your grandparents 
doing? • A group of regular theatergoers 
were sharing a quiet smoke outside Cen-
ter Theatre following the opening-night 
performance of Howl’s Moving Castle, a New 
Musical. After several moments, one of the 
assembled broke the silence and said, “Well, 
I liked Howl’s pants.” • In her second week 
as mayor, Jenny Durkan announced two 
major departures. Police chief 
Kathleen O’Toole will be re-
signing at the end of the year 
and, in a “mutual decision,” 
City Light CEO Larry Weis 
has already left his job. Weis 
was paid $340,000 annual-
ly, more than any other city 
employee. During his tenure, 
Seattle’s biggest utility racked 
up an enormous backlog of 
billing requests and more 
than 40 employees signed a 
letter decrying a culture of 
sexism. • During Pioneer Square’s monthly 
art walk, artists residing in Tashiro Kaplan 
Artist Lofts were abuzz with worry about 
the GOP tax reform bill. The bill not only 
eliminates low-income tax credits but also 
tax credits for artist housing. “I will have to 
leave Seattle if this passes,” said one artist 
with real fear in her voice. • Two hot naked 
guys starting getting it on, in broad daylight, 
in an apartment directly across the street 
from The Stranger’s o�  ces. The sta�  writ-
ers’ responses were telling: Amber tried to 
get the best view, Sydney grew suddenly 
bashful, Charles waxed philosophical about 
it, and Sean missed the whole thing. • In an 
e� ort to return housing to the long-term 
market, the Seattle City Council placed 
limits on the number of units property 
owners may list on Airbnb. As the council 

voted 7–0 for the ordinance, people who 
own multiple condos in the country’s hot-
test housing market erupted in shouts and 
cried over the injustice of regulation. • New 
statistics from the US Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development showed that 
homelessness increased across the country 
for the fi rst time in seven years. The num-
bers also showed that King County has the 
third largest homeless population in the 
country. • Talk about surge pricing. Uber 
mistakenly charged a customer nearly 
$14,000 for a fi ve-mile ride across Toronto. 
After the customer complained, the com-
pany refused to refund his money—so, as 

you do, he took to Twitter. Af-
ter pics of his bill went viral, 
Uber corrected the error. • On 
December 11, the King County 
Council banned the use of sol-
itary confinement on juve-
niles charged as adults. It’s still 
okay for adults to be placed in 
solitary confi nement in King 
County, though, and for minors 
to be treated like adults in the 
system. The most common 
offense for landing in adult 
jail? Robbery. • When asked 

about the #metoo movement and the surge 
of touchy-touchy men pushed out of the 
workplace, actress Jodie Foster said on 
CBS This Morning that “justice by Twitter 
is not the way to go.” Twitter then came for 
Jodie Foster. • The heavenly, hymn-like vo-
cal loops of Julianna Barwick were per-
fectly at home among the wooden pews and 
stained-glass windows at Saint Mark’s Ca-
thedral during a Saturday evening concert. 
Songwriter and former K Records darling 
Mirah opened and told a story about how 
she used to catch cockroaches in mason 
jars back when she lived in Olympia. • Am-
ethyst Realm, a “spiritual counselor” from 
Bristol, England, said on a British TV show 
that she has had sex with at least 20 ghosts, 
and she prefers them to men. After a fort-
night like this, who wouldn’t? ■

CONJUGAL VISIT
He was visiting from India on business, and I was 
gazing at the Olympics from the Sculpture Park 
dressed in a suit I found at Goodwill. He asked 
if I had dinner plans, and I let him take me out 
for salmon. We drank wine from Walla Walla. At 
Golden Gardens, I gave him a real taste of Seat-

tle, between blankets 
made of the fi bers from 
recycled plastic bottles. 
He licked my butthole 
like he was digging 
the frosting out of a 
cream-fi lled doughnut. 
I nibbled his ears like 
I was munching on a 
piece of ginger. We 

made love till he got called back to his white-col-
lar digital world. I returned to my tent on the 
Burke-Gilman. Every now and then, he sends me 
a steamy message on Facebook, which keeps 
me warm as I repair my friends’ bikes under 
the bridge. He wants me to move to be with 
him—but I couldn’t bear to leave my blackberry 
covered cave. E, AGE UNKNOWN

HAD A MEMORABLE SEXUAL ENCOUNTER? 
E-mail 200 words or less to conjugal@thestranger.com 

(We’ll preserve your anonymity, of course.) 

I was at an upscale grocery store with my disabled 
adult daughter. We move slowly, but we managed 
to get through the store without too much trouble. 
I got up to the counter with my $7 worth of 
groceries and noticed that the woman in front 
of me in line was chatting with the cashier and 
glancing back at me. When I got up to the counter, 
the cashier burst out for all to hear that the woman 
had decided to pay for my groceries. Like I had just 
won the lottery or some shit. Suddenly, every eye 
in the store was on us, a small tear in each one. As 
we tried to duck out in our humiliation, the cashier 
ran to catch me to give me $3 change. Here’s the 
thing: Sometimes we just want to get through 
the store; we don’t want to be your goddamn 
after-school special. And it would mean a hell of a 
lot more to my daughter if you would acknowl-
edge that she is a person rather than just an object 
of your pity. ANONYMOUS

SOMETHING TO GET OFF YOUR CHEST? 
E-mail 200 words or less to ianonymous@thestranger.com 

I, ANONYMOUSOBJECT LESSON
Your Christmas 

Tree
Good people don’t extinguish life just for the 
pleasure of it. I’m not talking about meat eaters 
(that’s fi ne), I’m talking about a population that is, 
ethically, much, much worse: Christmas lovers.

If Christmas itself is a consumerist disaster—
and it is—Christmas 
trees are a moral 
one. A 2011 study 
found that the en-
vironmental impact 
between choosing 
a natural tree or 
an artifi cial tree is 
negligible, with fake 
trees being only 
slightly worse, likely 
because many of them get shipped over from 
China. Each year, between 34 million and 36 
million Christmas trees are “harvested” (read: 
killed) in the United States, and 50 million to 60 
million more are harvested in Europe. That’s a lot 
of dead trees.

If we left them to grow into beautiful 
evergreen forests that provide wildlife habitat 
and carbon sequestration, I’d say, fi ne, go for it. 
Everyone could adopt a Christmas tree, visit it 
a couple times a year, and string some colored 
lights around a potted plant come Christmas. 
But we don’t do that. We cut the fuckers down 
and hang fugly handmade ornaments on their 
dying limbs. And, when we’re done abusing 
these thin-needled creatures, we dump their 
carcasses on the curb with the rest of the 
week’s trash.

If you have chosen to murder a tree this 
Christmas, there are several options for January 
disposal: For one, you can burn it, which has 
been an annual tradition at Golden Gardens and 
is a really shitty idea. While massive flames 
licking the upper reaches of the atmosphere 
may look cool and apocalyptic, burning trees 
emits fi ne particulate matter that is bad for air 
quality and damages the respiratory tract. It’s 
especially dangerous for the elderly, kids, and 
people with asthma, and it sends ash raining into 
the watershed.

Instead of burning your tree, you can leave 
it on the curb for the city to pick up, take it to a 
King County transfer and recycling station, or 
hire a private company to take it away for you. If 
you choose any of these options, your tree will 
be ground up and turned into mulch or compost 
that the city distributes among our many fi ne 
parks. As far as Christmas trees go, it’s not a bad 
option, but it’s still morally inferior to ditching the 
Christmas tree altogether. KATIE HERZOG
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Ghost sex!

Grandpa fights for climate. Starving artists 
worry. Homeless population grows.

If you have chosen to murder 
a tree this Christmas, 

there are several options 
for January disposal.
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Puyallup tribal members and other activists 
protest Tacoma’s proposed liquid natural gas 
facility in November of 2016.

For Those Keeping 
Score at Home

Seen on the bus this past fortnight:
Babies: 18

Dogs: 32

Currently Outraged
@Seattle_Gal aka neighborhoodwarrior
The open internet, RIP
@chamath vs. @Facebook
#MAGA #Patriots viewing #LastJedi
@MenCatPerson
Tim Eyman

mailto:ianonymous@thestranger.com
mailto:conjugal@thestranger.com


8     DECEMBER 20, 2017    THE STRANGER



THE STRANGER     DECEMBER 20, 2017    9PB     OCTOBER 13 2007     THE STRANGER

Big Tech Is Failing  
to Comply  

with the Law
Why won’t Facebook, Google, 

and Twitter disclose vital 
election advertising data?

BY ELI SANDERS

B
y now you’ve heard all about how 
Russians tried to help Donald Trump 
become president of the United 
States. They used an array of devi-
ous tactics, including turning the 

technologies of major American digital media 
companies like Facebook, Google, and Twit-
ter against the American people. In just one 
example, Russians “weaponized” Facebook, 
in the words of one member of Congress, by 
buying 3,000 fake ads ahead of Election Day. 
Those ads used Facebook’s algorithms to tar-
get likely Trump supporters, and ad messages 
compared Hillary Clinton to Satan, fomented 
concern about insecure borders, and talked 
about needing to defend the Second Amend-
ment. More than 10 million people saw these 
Facebook ads and others like them. None of 
the ads disclosed that they were paid for by 
Russians. When the ballot counting was done, 
Donald Trump had won the Electoral College 
by just 80,000 votes across three states.

It’s been more than a year since Trump’s 
win, and exactly what caused what in 2016 
is still being investigated. But look broadly at 
where we are now. If increased division and 
political chaos is what Russians wanted to 
see in the United States, they got it.

Because devious success begets devious 
imitators, it’s all but certain that all kinds 
of people will now try to use advertising on 
digital platforms to achieve all kinds of shady 
aims, especially in political races.

So it’s not too paranoid to ask: What if 
someone tries to mess with a Seattle elec-
tion in a similar manner? What if someone 
already has?

You might say, “Well, there oughta be a law.”
To which I say, “Well, there already is a law.”
That law was passed by the Seattle City 

Council in 1977, not too long after Richard 
Nixon was impeached as a result of some 
old-style “dirty tricks” in an American pres-
idential election.

The problem is that big tech is currently 
ignoring Seattle’s long-standing law on po-

litical advertising transparency—and won’t 
even say why.

A
fter Richard Nixon was impeached in 
1974, a lot of people had a lot of ideas 
about how to promote better, less cor-

ruptible government in America. A lot of 
those ideas were even good. Here in Seat-
tle, for example, the city council passed a 
large piece of legislation aimed at promoting 
greater transparency in the financing of lo-
cal political campaigns.

Not only did the Seattle City Council 
require more disclosure from politicians 
about the sources of their campaign money, 
it also voted to require more from the com-
panies that sell political advertising.

In doing so, the council defined political 
advertising as any messaging that uses a 
“means of mass communication” to appeal 
for votes, money, or other kinds of support 
during an election. It said that companies 
selling political advertising must keep relat-
ed “documents and books of account” open 
for public inspection “during normal busi-
ness hours.” It added that those “documents 
and books of account” must specify the 
names and addresses of people purchasing 
political ads aimed at Seattle elections, “the 
exact nature and extent of the advertising 
services rendered,” how much was paid for 
those advertising services, and the manner 
of payment.

The public servants who wrote this 1977 
law could not have imagined the advent of 
the internet, the not-yet-born Mark Zuck-
erberg ’s co-creation of Facebook in his 
Harvard dorm room, or the advantage that 
Russian monkey-wrenchers would one day 
take of Facebook’s political ad-selling busi-
ness. Back in the 1970s, it was “old media” 
like radio, television, and print newspapers 
that shaped the public consciousness.

But the language of the city council’s law 
clearly applies to today’s rising mass commu-
nication behemoths, Facebook, Google, and 
Twitter. In fact, if this Seattle law had been 
federal policy ever since 1977, then last year’s 
Russian monkey-wrenching might never have 
been attempted—or it might have been quickly 
noticed by the public and halted before 80,000 
votes put Trump in the White House.

The elected officials who originally craft-
ed Seattle’s law made their high-minded 
aims clear. “Public confidence in municipal 
government,” they wrote in the law’s pre-
amble, “is essential and must be promoted 
by all means.” For them, one means to that 
end was serious transparency around local 
election ads.

Which makes good sense.
So one day earlier this month, I went out to 

see whether Facebook, Google, and Twitter—
which all have offices here in Seattle—are 
complying with, or even aware of, our city’s 
tough election ad transparency law.

A
s I drove along the western edge of Lake 
Union toward the shiny Seattle offic-
es of Facebook, I imagined a not-far-

fetched scenario: One day, some Seattle po-
litical campaign or nefarious outside group 
decides to take a cue from the Russians. Per-
haps that group is looking to slightly depress 
turnout among voters of color in a particu-
larly close Seattle race, so they buy Facebook 
ads targeted at certain small groups of Black, 
Latino, and Asian likely voters in South Se-
attle. Those narrowly targeted Facebook ads 
might read, “Don’t forget to vote on Novem-
ber 9!” when, in fact, the election is being 
held on November 7. How would the rest of 
us even know this had occurred?

Perhaps someone paying close attention 
in their individual Facebook silo would no-
tice that bogus information was polluting 
their personal feed and shout it to the world. 
Something like this happened during the 
2016 presidential election, when the mayor of 
Mansfield, Georgia, wrote on his public page, 
“Remember the voting days: Republicans 
vote on Tuesday, 11/8 and Democrats vote 
on Wednesday, 11/9.” (In fact, the election 
was one day only, as always, and it was held 
on November 8.) But a Georgia mayor’s pub-

lic Facebook page is not a narrowly targeted 
Facebook ad. Or a Google ad that only shows 
up against certain search terms. Or a Twitter 
ad aimed only at certain types of users.

In order to “see” manipulative digital 
media ads whose buyers intentionally don’t 
want to reach a general audience, you would 
need access to precisely what the Seattle law 
describes: documents and books of account 
showing all political ads purchased from dig-
ital media companies for a particular elec-
tion, the “exact nature and extent” of those 
ads, and how much was paid for them.

That’s what I was headed to Facebook to 
ask for.

T
he receptionist at Facebook was baffled.

At first she pointed to an iPad mount-
ed atop her desk and suggested I use it to 

fill out an automated complaint form.
But the form didn’t apply to me. I wasn’t a 

Facebook user with a complaint about abu-
sive online content. I was a local journalist 
carrying copies of a Seattle law that says I 
have a right to inspect data on digital ad buys 
in Seattle elections.

It was a thoroughly polite exchange, but 
it went nowhere. So I dropped off a formal 
letter requesting that Facebook comply with 
Seattle’s election transparency law.

Then I headed to the downtown Seattle 
offices of Twitter. There I experienced the 
same thing: a baffled receptionist and polite 
acceptance of my formal letter requesting 
compliance. When I showed up the next 

DANIEL ZENDERIt’s all but certain  
that all kinds of 

people will now try  
to use advertising  

on digital platforms to 
achieve all kinds  

of shady aims.
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day at the Google offices in Fremont, same 
story.

A few days later, I tested compliance in 
a different media realm. I showed up un-
announced at the Seattle offices of KING 
5, the local NBC affiliate. Unlike the baf-
fled-but-blameless receptionists at the 
tech giants, the receptionist at KING 5’s 
Sodo headquarters knew exactly what I 
was asking about and where the records 
were located. She was sitting amid an im-
pressive array of Christmas decorations, but 
the room I was headed for would not be so 
well-appointed. No problem. Transparency 
doesn’t need to be pretty.

B
efore we get to that un-pretty room, a 
quick detour into why I believe my re-
quest at KING 5 was so easily met while 

the Seattle tech giant offices, in stark con-
trast, had zero local ad buy records available 
for public inspection.

Local TV stations like KING 5 are ac-
customed to ushering unannounced guests 
like me into weird little rooms because the 
Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC), which oversees their broadcast li-
censes, has long required that they keep a 
“public inspection file.” That file must detail, 
among other things, the TV ads that people 
and groups are buying to influence elections.

This makes good sense. Television sta-
tions are using the public airways to make 
money broadcasting paid announcements 
intended to sway voters. It’s only fair that the 
public gets some transparency in the bargain.

By complying with the FCC requirement 
and offering a “public inspection file”—which 
these days can also be found online—KING 
5 ends up in solid compliance with Seattle’s 
municipal law on election ad disclosure, too.

In contrast, the big tech companies, which 
for years successfully fought federal regula-
tion of their election advertising, have never 
had to face a tough oversight commission in 
DC telling them to keep a “public inspection 
file” around.

Then came the 2016 presidential election. 
Ever since their digital platforms were used 
for Russian election meddling, tech compa-
nies have begun making noise about moving 
toward disclosure. Members of Congress 
have also been calling for new regulations. 
Facebook is currently testing some new 
political ad disclosure strategies in Cana-
da with an eye toward bringing them to the 
United States ahead of the 2018 congressio-
nal midterms. But so far, here in the country 
that had its digital platforms hijacked by 
presidential election manipulators last year, 
little has changed.

Amid all this, it’s entirely possible that the 
big tech companies just completely missed 
the existence of Seattle’s clear and tough dis-
closure law. Or perhaps they just completely 
ignored it? I still don’t know, because—al-
though Facebook and Google (but not Twit-
ter) confirmed receipt of my formal request 
that they comply with Seattle’s law—no tech 
company has yet made anyone available for 
an interview on the subject.

B
ack to KING 5. After being welcomed 
into the station’s holiday-tastic recep-
tion area, I was quickly shown into a 

large closet held open by a metal rolling cart.
It was not the cleanest large closet I have 

ever seen. But hey, there’s no FCC require-
ment that the “public inspection file” closet 

be pristine. All I needed was to walk inside 
this closet and open the top drawer of a gray 
file cabinet that was also serving as a rest-
ing place for candy cane boxes and wicker 
baskets.

Inside that top drawer—voilà!—the data.
If I wanted to know how often a particular 

ad for new Seattle mayor Jenny Durkan ran 
on KING 5 in advance of this city’s November 
election, the info was right there in the cabinet 
(or online). So was info on how much Durkan’s 
ads cost, what dates they ran, and what demo-
graphic they were intended to reach.

But that cabinet covers only one local TV 
station. And even if I culled records from all 
the other local TV stations in Seattle, I still 
wouldn’t have the full picture of Durkan’s 
advertising push. During the last Seattle mu-
nicipal election—in which Durkan won her 
race with 56 percent of the vote—more than 
$650,000 was spent by various local cam-
paigns on digital ads. Durkan alone had more 
than $270,000 in digital ad money spent on 
her behalf.

I know a lot of those digital ads ran on 
Facebook and Google because the cam-
paigns themselves reported buying those 
ads. But I don’t know what all those ads 
looked like to social-media viewers or Goo-
gle searchers. I also don’t know how widely 
they were “broadcast” online, and I don’t 
know what specific groups they targeted. 
These are all things the public should know.

That mystery around local ad targeting, in 
particular, gets at a big difference between 
broadcast television and digital media. You 
can’t use broadcast television to micro- 
target gun lovers ages 32 to 64 in West Se-
attle (or worse), but you can do things like 
that with Facebook. So when the disclosures 
from the digital platforms finally come, they 
are going to have to be more involved than 
broadcast TV disclosures—revealing target-
ing info, ad images and iterations, and more.

I
n response to the lack of compliance I 
found at the Seattle tech giant offices, 
Wayne Barnett, executive director of the 

Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission, 
sent letters to Facebook and Google—the 
two largest recipients of digital advertising 
money in the recent city elections.

Dated December 12, Barnett’s letter to 
Facebook noted that city records show the 
company was paid “no less than $300,000” 
by Seattle campaigns “to communicate po-
litical advertising to its users” during the 
2017 election cycle. In Barnett’s December 
12 letter to Google, he put the amount paid 
to that company at “no less than $150,000.” 
(Twitter is a longer story; no local campaigns 
appear to have named Twitter as a direct re-
cipient of ad money in 2017, though it’s pos-
sible that further investigation will show 
some local Twitter ad buys.)

Barnett also outlined how Seattle’s 1977 
ordinance applies directly to local politi-
cal advertising activities by Facebook and 
Google. He requested that both companies 
send him all the local political ad informa-
tion they’re “required to maintain for public 
inspection.” And he gave them a deadline: 
January 2, 2018.

If the tech giants don’t comply—well, the 
law has a provision for that eventuality, too. 
It says the companies can be fined $5,000 
for each violation.

Meanwhile, I have a new holiday wish: for 
the tech giants to send me the data, too. n



THE STRANGER     DECEMBER 20, 2017    11



12     DECEMBER 20, 2017    THE STRANGER

PURCHASES AT ALL LOCATIONS TO 
CELEBRATE OUR REDMOND GRAND 

OPENING, NOW THROUGH 1-1-18 
*SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY (SEE STORE FOR DETAILS)

PROUD PARTNERS IN QUALITY. AVAILABLE AT ORIGINS.



THE STRANGER     DECEMBER 20, 2017    13PB     OCTOBER 13 2007     THE STRANGER

A
s the sex trade has increasingly 
moved online, a local nonprofit 
has developed a pilot program that 
targets people who buy and sell 
sex through the web. And there are 

plenty of places to look.
“The growth of the internet has expanded 

the marketplace dramatically,” Val Richey, 
senior deputy prosecuting attorney for King 
County, told the BBC last month. “We found 
over 130 websites where you can buy sex in 
the Seattle area alone. One of those websites 
was averaging 34,000 ads a month last year.”

When they find these ads, former sex 
workers with Real Escape from the Sex Trade 
(REST)—a Seattle-based Christian group 
that aims to help people they think are being 
sexually exploited—reach out via text mes-
sage, offering support services or just some-
one to talk to. Robert Beiser, the executive 
director of Seattle Against Slavery (SAS), a 
not-for-profit group that developed the pro-
gram and partners with REST, told me that 
in the past year, they’ve sent more than 7,000 
text messages to potential sex workers whose 
ads they found on the internet.

Though it’s difficult to ascertain how 
many of those text messages were received 
and read (some of the advertised phone 
numbers were likely landlines), Beiser said 

they’ve had “400 positive conversations be-
tween advocates and people in prostitution.” 
Of those 400 conversations, he said, 40 sex 
workers have enrolled in services to help 
them find stability or get out of the life.

SAS is going after sex buyers as well. In ad-
dition to reaching out directly to sex workers, 
most of whom are women, girls, and LGBTQ 
youth, SAS, along with volunteers from Mic-
rosoft, developed a chat bot that targets men 
who look for sex online.

Here’s how it works. SAS posts decoy ads 
online. The ads appear to be from a sex worker 
offering her services. When interested parties 
make contact via text with this decoy, what 
they don’t know is that they are not talking to 
a real sex worker, or even a human volunteer 
with SAS or REST, but a chat bot. The bot 
simulates actual conversations, complete with 
vernacular and misspellings. The bot may be 
flirty, asking things like “Where u at hun?” 
Also, often the decoy bot reveals in the course 
of texting that “she” is not actually 18 years old 
but, say, 15. According to SAS, the most effec-
tive bots are the fake 15-year-old girls.

Once a rapport is established, the hammer 
drops. “Buying sex from a minor is a felony 
and can cause serious long-term harm to the 
victim,” the message may read. “You could 
end up as a registered sex offender. Buying 

sex will not fulfill what you are searching for. 
If you want help to stop buying, find out more 
at stopbuying.me.”

Beiser said that in past year, they’ve had 
more than 2,000 buyers interact with a de-
coy trafficking victim and get through the 
conversation long enough to receive a de-
terrence message and a link to get support 
services if they want to stop buying sex. Po-
tential interventions for sex buyers include 
a 10-week class held in Seattle and around 
King County called “Stopping Sexual Ex-
ploitation: A Program for Men,” which Beiser 
said is run by former sex workers. The class, 
which costs $90 per session, offers facilitat-
ed conversations about how the sex trade im-
pacts victims and survivors, as well as how 
it affects sex buyers themselves.

But is shaming sex buyers with decoys and 
bots effective? David S. Prescott, a clinician 
and past president of the Association for the 
Treatment of Sexual Abusers, thinks it’s un-
likely. “Sadly, these kinds of deterrents rarely 
work in reducing crime,” Prescott said. “A 
better way forward would be for more open 
dialogue as a society about the harm of sex-
ual exploitation in these situations.”

Several sex workers, both those who had 
been trafficked and those who entered sex 
work voluntarily, told me they had reserva-

tions about the SAS program. Briq House, a 
Seattle-based sex worker and the commu-
nications director for the Sex Workers Out-
reach Project (SWOP), a national group that 
advocates for sex workers’ rights, laughed 
when I asked if she thought it would work.

“No,” she said. “Absolutely not. Have you 
seen To Catch a Predator? They don’t care. 
It’s not going to stop anyone from doing any-
thing. If anything, it’s going to stop people 
from responding to ads they think are fake.”

In reality, House said, the online sex trade 
has actually made the job safer, because con-
necting with potential buyers beforehand 
allows both the sex worker and the client to 
set boundaries and expectations. It also gives 
sex workers a chance to run background 
checks—either through paid channels or 
by digging into a client’s online persona, the 
same way you might before meeting a Tinder 
date. “Every time Rentboy or Backpage or 
any of those sites are shut down, it’s actually 
putting sex workers more at risk, because we 
don’t have a way of verifying that this person 
is who they say they are,” House said.

House is equally dubious about the pros-
pect of using text messages written by real 
human volunteers to target current sex 
workers, and she disputes the idea that most 
sex workers are victims at all. “I hear it all 

If You’re Trying to Buy Sex on the Internet in  
Seattle, You May Actually Be Chatting with a Bot

What do sex workers say about this?
BY KATIE HERZOG
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the time. All the time,” she said. “But sex 
workers are the most savvy, entrepreneurial 
group of people. If we want something done, 
we know how to do it. And that includes re-
tiring.” (SWOP’s support services for active 
sex workers also include resources for sex 
workers who want to quit.)

Instead of volunteers and chat bots tar-
geting sex workers and their clients, House 
and SWOP advocate for decriminalization of 
the industry altogether. Decriminalization 
would remove laws that penalize sex work 
while keeping in place laws that penalize 
human trafficking, violence, and criminal 
exploitation. Decriminalization could also 
mean the release of people who are currently 
imprisoned for sex work.

Amnesty International and other hu-
man-rights groups support the policy of de-
criminalization, because it would increase 
access to health care and safety, and would 
allow more sex workers to report crimes 
against them. (Neither Amnesty nor SWOP 
is calling for legalization, which, instead of 
removing laws that criminalize sex workers, 
would introduce new laws to regulate the 
trade. “A particularly bad example of how le-
galization can go wrong is Tunisia,” according 
to Amnesty. “Tunisian sex workers working 
in licensed brothels who wish to leave their 
jobs must obtain authorization from the po-
lice and demonstrate they can earn a living 
through ‘honest’ means. Those who operate 
outside these regulations are still criminal-
ized, without protection of the law.”)

But even in places where sex work is de-
criminalized, exploitation and human traffick-
ing doesn’t entirely disappear. A 2012 study 
analyzing a cross section of 116 countries 
found that those with some form of decrimi-
nalized or legalized prostitution have greater 
inflows of human trafficking than countries 
where prostitution is prohibited. Demand goes 
up and so does supply. Still, according to the 
same study, decriminalization has been shown 
to improve working conditions.

In New Zealand, where both brothels and 
street solicitation have been decriminalized 
for adults since 2003, working conditions 
have improved for some people, but not for 
everyone, said SAS’s Robert Beiser. “More ed-
ucated white folks in New Zealand who are 
voluntarily sex workers may be saying, ‘This is 
great.’ But every year, the State Department’s 
Trafficking in Persons report says there are 
thousands and thousands of aboriginal people 
and children being exploited, and thousands 
of immigrants brought to New Zealand and 
sold to white people.” (This year’s report 

notes that many victims of sex trafficking are 
brought to New Zealand from Asia.)

But Briq House argues that it’s inaccurate 
to conflate sex work with human trafficking. 
She points out that human trafficking exists 
in many industries beside sex. The Interna-
tional Labour Organization estimates that, as 
of 2012, there were 4.5 million people trapped 
in sex work globally and 14.2 million trapped 
in other kinds of forced labor, including in ag-
riculture, construction, domestic work, and 
manufacturing. For her part, House said she 
has met a “handful” of people who were traf-
ficked. “Is sex trafficking a myth?” she asked. 
“No, but it’s not the majority.”

“I love my work,” she continued. “I love 
love love my work. It’s not all blood and gore 
and pimps and hos. I am a woman with an en-
trepreneurial spirit who loves to hold people 
close and help them through difficult times 
in their life. I feel honored to be a sacred sex 
worker. And that is how I refer to myself, be-
cause sex work is sacred.”

She has, at times, felt vulnerable in her job. 
But, she added, “I’m a black woman in Amer-
ica. But I don’t feel any less safe doing sex 
work than I do walking in the world.” (Black 
and Native American women have the high-
est rates of homicide death among women in 
the United States, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. More 
than half of the black women murdered in 
the United States each year are killed by a 
husband, boyfriend, or partner.)

Nevertheless, there is a difference be-
tween adults engaging in consensual sex 
work (like House, who has been doing it 
for six years) and youth who are forced into 
it. Any time minors are involved in the sex 
trade, technically and legally it’s trafficking. 
Laura LeMoon, a sex worker, social worker, 
and advocate for victims of sexual exploita-
tion, said that while some youth may choose 
to enter sex work, young people are rarely ca-
pable of making an informed decision about 
the sex trade themselves. LeMoon was traf-
ficked herself as a youth, by a pimp in New 
York, and she said the experience was trau-
matic and plagued with violence and rape.

It happens here, too. In November, David 
Delay, a 51-year-old Seattle man, was con-
victed of 17 felonies for luring more than a 
dozen youth and young women into sex work. 
Prosecutors charged that Delay posed as a 
filmmaker working on a documentary about 
sex trafficking, and he recruited Marysa 
Comer, a 22-year-old North Carolina wom-
an, to help him lure other victims using social 
media. Comer allegedly showed potential vic-

tims forged bank documents and fake con-
tracts, supposedly from HBO, and once they’d 
signed on, Delay coerced the women into sex 
work. According to the US Attorney’s Office, 
Delay “manipulated them emotionally and 
psychologically, isolated them, [and] estab-
lished their complete dependency on him.”

“Delay told his victims that he had a con-

tract with HBO to produce a documentary on 
prostitution and escorting, and that if they 
worked for him as prostitutes to fund and 
participate in the ‘documentary,’ they would 
become famous and receive millions of dol-
lars,” said Assistant US Attorney Catherine 
Crisham in court documents. Instead, they 
were trafficked into sex work and their earn-
ings went right back to Delay, who required 
that the women and girls pay him “production 
fees” ranging from $1,500 to $1,800 a week.

“He promised each of them a payment of 
at least $20 million and claimed to be nego-
tiating a deal with ‘American Idol’ host Ryan 
Seacrest’s production company,” reported 
Seattle PI’s Levi Pulkkinen. At the trial, 
seven victims testified against Delay, and it 
took a federal jury just 90 minutes to convict 
him. He’s now facing a maximum sentence 
of life in prison. His sentencing is scheduled 
for February.

LeMoon is familiar with life under a pimp. 
“When I was being trafficked, I didn’t have 
any agency,” she said. “I didn’t have the abil-
ity to call the shots or make decisions about 
who I would sleep with or where or when or 
any of that. When you don’t have agency over 
your own body, you’re at risk for a whole slew 
of bad things. It was really disempowering.”

After less than a year, LeMoon left her 
pimp—which was difficult in its own right, 
as she had become completely dependent on 
him. Later, she got back into sex work, but this 
time she did it on her own terms. “When I 
started working for myself, it was really nice 
to reinterpret all those old negative experi-
ences,” she said. “I got to call the shots about 
who I saw and when I saw them. If I got a bad 
feeling about a client, I could leave. I didn’t 
have to justify it to anyone. It was empower-

ing.” Besides, she added, “There is really no 
job you can do under capitalism that is not 
going to be exploitative to some extent. I’ve 
had plenty of vanilla jobs that made me feel 
shittier about myself than sex work ever did.”

LeMoon and other sex workers I spoke to 
said the stigma against them not only drives 
the trade underground, it makes it harder 
to enter legal fields of work. Last summer, 
LeMoon said, she was fired from her job as 
an advocate for the victims of human traf-
ficking at Cocoon House, a nonprofit serving 
homeless and at-risk youth in Snohomish 
County, after she was outed by a coworker 
for her past as a sex worker. (I reached out 
to Cocoon House for comment, and they said 
that LeMoon’s “departure from the agency 
was in no way related to her life experience, 
background, or personal history.”)

Like Briq House, LeMoon doubts chat 
bots and text messages from well-meaning 
volunteers will get anyone to leave the sex 
trade. If one of the SAS or REST volunteers 
reached out to her, she said it wouldn’t make 
any difference at all. “It’s presumptuous to 
assume that everyone doing sex work is do-
ing it against their will,” she said. “Unless 
you’re going to offer me an alternative to sex 
work so I can pay my bills, I’m not interested 
in a bunch of self-righteous pontification.”

The way to get people out of the trade, 
she said, is a lot more complex and harder to 
achieve than just offering support services or 
a shoulder to lean on. Most of the victims of 
exploitation and trafficking are poor. Many are 
immigrants, people of color, LGBTQ youth, or 
members of other marginalized populations. 
In her experience working with victims of traf-
ficking, they come from generations of pover-
ty, have little access to resources, and are espe-
cially vulnerable when someone comes along 
offering a way out. The answer, to LeMoon, 
isn’t waging a war on sex workers; it’s waging 
a war on poverty. “Think about it,” she said. 
“Even food stamps are being cut.”

The question of whether or not sex work 
is inherently exploitative is not a new one. 
Some schools of feminism, religious groups, 
social conservatives, and organizations like 
SAS and REST argue that it is. But for Briq 
House and Laura LeMoon, sex work isn’t 
tragic; it’s just work, as normal and rational 
as any nine-to-five job.

Both camps are in agreement about one 
thing: No matter how many text messages 
or chat bots you send, the world’s oldest pro-
fession isn’t going away anytime soon. The 
challenge is how to make life better for the 
people living it. n

“It’s presumptuous  
to assume that 

everyone doing sex 
work is doing it 

against their will.”
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A Friday Night 
with Weed Lube, 
a Dominatrix, 
and a Bunch of 
Horny Plants

I 
had never really noticed the phallic na-
ture of a budding pot plant, its engorged 
fl owers pulsating toward the sky, until 
a recent Friday night at Vela pot shop. 
I was looking at a small indoor grow 

while listening to Mistress Matisse say that 
weed was helping her accomplish her life 
mission of giving people more orgasms.

“I kind of regard that as my purpose in 
life—to make people have more orgasms. 
And now they get to have them even when 
I’m not in the room,” said Matisse, a profes-
sional dominatrix, former Stranger colum-
nist, and the creator of Velvet Swing can-
nabis lube.

Vela, a pot shop in Sodo that looks more 
like an Apple store, had chairs along a hall-
way with windows onto a room full of grow-
ing pot plants, their buds constantly fi dget-
ing from an artifi cial wind.

There were about 20 people present for a 
talk on sex and cannabis. I asked one woman 
why she thought so few men showed up; I 
was one of only three. She told me, “Because 
men already love sex; it’s just easier for you 
guys,” and walked away.

The evening started with Chelsea Cebara, 
Matisse’s business partner, talking about how 
di� erent pot strains can be better or worse 
for sex. Cebara said you want a strain that 
maintains mental acuity (represented by 
her emphatically waving her hands in front 
of her face) but also some sedating e� ects 
(demonstrated by rapidly bending her knees). 
She added, “What makes you horny might not 
work for your partner.”

Cebara said weed-infused products like 
Velvet Swing are made specifi cally for sex-
ual encounters. There are also oil-based 
weed lubes like Bond and Muse (which ar-
en’t condom-safe) and the silicone-based 
O. Certain products also retain some of the 
natural smell of pot, so you may, in Cebara’s 
words, end up with “weed pussy.”

Velvet Swing is di� erent from those prod-
ucts. It’s the only water-based weed lube on 
the market, which means it’s condom-safe. 
And thanks to a proprietary recipe (which 
probably involves a process called ultrasonic 
emulsifi cation), Velvet Swing has essential-
ly no weed smell or taste.

Cebara said not to expect to get stoned 
unless the lube is used anally or a lot of it is 
ingested orally—like one product tester did 
while giving “one motherfucker of a blowjob.”

Penises, vaginas, and the rest of our skin 
just don’t absorb pot in the way that makes 
you stoned. Instead it creates a “natural tin-
gling feeling” and, for women, the possibility 
of an increase in “the length, strength, and 
duration of orgasms” and “the likelihood of 
having multiple orgasms.”

Cebara said the science behind under-
standing how cannabis can help women get 
more enjoyment from sex isn’t well under-
stood, thanks in large part to the Feds mak-
ing it incredibly di�  cult to study pot. 

Matisse attributed the lube’s benefi ts to 
helping women relax the defenses they put 
up around their sexual organs. “We often 
walk around holding tension in this part of 
our body, like ‘Hey, don’t mess with me here 
unless I want you to,’ and it’s kind of hard to 
just drop that when it’s time to go to bed with 
your partner,” Matisse said.

As the crowd dispersed, a few people 
gathered around the various weed lubes in 
Vela’s display cases. I asked another wom-
an, Masha Brown, if she had tried any of the 
weed-infused lubes. Brown, who works for 
the Evergreen Market chain of dispensaries, 
said she had tried all of them and enjoyed 
Bond and O the most. In her opinion, Vel-
vet Swing looked too much like vaginal dis-
charge to be a turn-on and didn’t have much 
of an e� ect for her. She added that she thinks 
pot is defi nitely benefi cial for women in the 
bedroom: “I think it’s a magical plant in so 
many ways, and defi nitely in the bedroom, 
just to release that stress and not feel so in 
your head.”

Those fi dgeting buds I had been staring at 
earlier are enlarged because they are sexual-
ly frustrated female plants hungry for male 
pollen. While the science is still out, it makes 
a natural kind of sense that a horny female 
plant would be a place to look for a sexual 
enhancer for women. Yes! ■

Blunt Talk
BY LESTER BLACK

Velvet Swing weed lube doesn’t smell or taste like weed.
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Free Will Astrology
BY ROB BREZSNY

December 20–26
ARIES (March 21–April 19): Your life in the first half of 2018 will 
be like a psychological boot camp that’s designed to beef up your 
emotional intelligence. Here’s another way to visualize your on-
coming adventures: They will constitute a friendly nudge from the 
cosmos, pushing you to be energetic and ingenious in creating the 
kind of partnerships you want for the rest of your long life. As you 
go through your interesting tests and riddles, be on the lookout 
for glimpses of what your daily experience could be like in five 
years if you begin now to deepen your commitment to love and 
collaboration.

TAURUS (April 20–May 20): You’ll soon have a chance to glide 
out into the frontier. I suggest you pack your bag of tricks. Bring 
gifts with you, too, just in case you must curry favor in the frontiers 
where the rules are a bit loose. How are your improvisational in-
stincts? Be sure they’re in top shape. How willing are you to summon 
spontaneity and deal with unpredictability and try impromptu ex-
periments? I hope you’re very willing. This may sound like a lot of 
work, but I swear it’ll be for a good cause. If you’re well-prepared as 
you wander in the borderlands, you’ll score sweet secrets and magic 
cookies. Here’s more good news: Your explorations will position 
you well to take advantage of the opportunities that will become 
available throughout 2018.

GEMINI (May 21–June 20): These days, it’s not unusual to see male 
celebrities who shave their heads. Bruce Willis, Dwayne Johnson, 
Seal, Tyrese Gibson, and Vin Diesel are among them. But in the 20th 
century, the bare-headed style was rare. One famous case was actor 
Yul Brynner. By age 30, he’d begun to go bald. In 1951, for his role as 
the king of Siam in the Broadway play The King and I, he decided to 
shave off all his hair. From then on, the naked-headed look became 
a trademark in his successful acting career. So he capitalized on what 
many in his profession considered a liability. He built his power and 
success by embracing an apparent disadvantage. I recommend you 
practice your own version of this strategy in 2018. The coming weeks 
will be an excellent time to begin.

CANCER (June 21–July 22): In the northern hemisphere, where 88 
percent of the world’s population resides, this is a quiescent time for 
the natural world. Less sunlight is available, and plants’ metabolisms 
slow down as photosynthesis diminishes. Deciduous trees lose their 
leaves, and even many evergreens approach dormancy. And yet in 
the midst of this stasis, Cancerian, you are beginning to flourish. 
Gradually at first, but with increasing urgency, you’re embarking 
on an unprecedented phase of growth. I foresee that 2018 will be 
your Year of Blossoming.

LEO (July 23–Aug 22): If you’ve had an unfulfilled curiosity about 
genealogy or your ancestors or the riddles of your past, 2018 will 
be a favorable time to investigate. Out-of-touch relatives will be 
easier to locate than usual. Lost heirlooms, too. You may be able to 
track down and make use of a neglected legacy. Even family secrets 
could leak into view—both the awkward and the charming kind. If 
you think you have everything figured out about the people you 
grew up with and the history of where you came from, you’re in 
for some surprises.

VIRGO (Aug 23–Sept 22): Most of us regard our ring fingers as the 
least important of our digits. What are they good for? Is there any 
activity for which they’re useful? But our ancestors had a stronger 
relationship with their fourth fingers. There was a folk belief that 
a special vein connected the fourth finger on the left hand directly 
to the heart. That’s why a tradition arose around the wedding ring 
being worn there. It may have also been a reason why pharmacists 
regarded their fourth fingers as having an aptitude for discerning 
useful blends of herbs. I bring this up, Virgo, because I think it’s an 
apt metaphor for one of 2018’s important themes: A resource you 
have underestimated or neglected will be especially valuable—and 
may even redefine your understanding of what’s truly valuable.

LIBRA (Sept 23–Oct 22): In fairy tales, characters are often rewarded 
for their acts of kindness. They may be given magical objects that 
serve as protection, like cloaks of invisibility or shoes that enable them 
to flee trouble. Or the blessings they receive may be life-enhancing, 
like enchanted cauldrons that provide a never-ending supply of de-
licious food or musical instruments that have the power to summon 
delightful playmates. I bring this up, Libra, because I suspect that a 
similar principle will be very active in your life during 2018. You’ll find 
it easier and more natural than usual to express kindness, empathy, 
and compassion. If you consistently capitalize on this predilection, life 
will readily provide you with the resources you need.

SCORPIO (Oct 23–Nov 21): Like all of us, you go through mediocre 
phases when you’re not functioning at peak efficiency. But I suspect 
that in 2018 you will experience fewer of these blah times. We will 
see a lot of you at your best. Even more than usual, you’ll be an inter-
esting catalyst who energizes and ripens collaborative projects. You’ll 
demonstrate why the sweet bracing brightness needs the deep dark 
depths, and vice versa. You’ll help allies open doors that they can’t 
open by themselves. The rest of us thank you in advance!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22–Dec 21): The blunt fact is that you can’t be 
delivered from the old demoralizing pattern that has repeated and 
repeated itself—until you forgive yourself completely. For that matter, 
you probably can’t move on to the next chapter of your life story until 
you compensate yourself for at least some of the unnecessary torment 
you’ve inflicted on yourself. Now here’s the good news: 2018 will be 
an excellent time to accomplish these healings.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22–Jan 19): In 2018, one of your primary missions 
will be to practice what you preach, to walk your talk, to be ambi-
tious and masterful in all the ways a soulful human can and should 
be ambitious and masterful. Live up to your hype in the coming 
months, Capricorn! Do what you have promised! Stop postponing 
your dreams! Fulfill the noble expectations you have for yourself! 
Don’t be shy about using exclamation points to express your visions 
of what’s right and good and just!

AQUARIUS (Jan 20–Feb 18): Years ago, when I started my career 
as a horoscope writer, my editor counseled me: “Always give priority 
to the Big Three. Romance, money, and power are what people care 
about most.” After a few months, he was disgruntled to realize that 
I wrote about how to cultivate psychological health and nourish spir-
itual aspirations as much as his Big Three. He would have replaced 
me if he could have found another astrology writer whose spelling 
and grammar were as good as mine. But his edict traumatized me 
a bit. Even today, I worry that I don’t provide you with enough help 
concerning the Big Three. Fortunately, that’s not relevant now, since 
I can sincerely declare that 2018 will bring you chances to become 
more powerful by working hard on your psychological health, and 
to grow wealthier by cultivating your spiritual aspirations, and to 
generate more love by being wise and ethical in your quest for 
money and power.

PISCES (Feb 19–March 20): What binds you? What keeps you closed 
down and locked up? I urge you to ponder those questions, Pisces. 
Once you get useful answers, the next step will be to meditate on 
how you can undo the binds. Fantasize and brainstorm about the 
specific actions you can take to unlock and unclose yourself. This 
project will be excellent preparation for the opportunities that the 
coming months will make available to you. I’m happy to announce 
that 2018 will be your personal Year of Liberation. ■

Homework: Write a parable or fairy tale that captures what your life 
has been like in 2017. Share at freewillastrology.com.

December 27–January 2
ARIES (March 21–April 19): “I need more smart allies, compas-
sionate supporters, ethical role models, loyal friends, and wise 
teachers, and I need them right now!” writes Joanna K., an Aries 
reader from Albuquerque, New Mexico. On the other hand, there’s 
Jacques T., an Aries reader from Montreal. “To my amazement, I 
actually have much of the support and assistance I need,” he declares. 
“What I seem to need more of are constructive critics, fair-minded 
competitors with integrity, colleagues and loved ones who don’t 
assume that every little thing I do is perfect, and adversaries who 
galvanize me to get better.” I’m happy to announce, dear Aries, that 
in 2018 you will benefit more than usual from the influences that 
both Joanna and Jacques seek.

TAURUS (April 20–May 20): In the Scots language spoken in Low-
land Scotland, a watergaw is a fragmented rainbow that appears 
between clouds. A skafer is a faint rainbow that arises faintly behind 
a mist, presaging the imminent dissipation of the mist. A silk napkin 
is an imperfect rainbow that heralds the arrival of brisk wind and rain. 
In accordance with the astrological omens, I propose we use these 
mysterious phenomena as symbols of power for you in 2018. The 
good fortune that comes your way will sometimes be partially veiled 
and seemingly incomplete—but nonetheless beautiful and striking.

GEMINI (May 21–June 20): In 2018, half-buried residues from the 
past will be resurfacing as influences in your life. Old dreams that 
you abandoned prematurely are ripe to be reevaluated in light of 
what has happened since you last took them seriously. Are these 
good or bad developments? It will probably depend on your ability 
to be lighthearted and expansive as you deal with them. One thing 
is certain: To move forward into the future, you will have to update 
your relationships with these residues and dreams.

CANCER (June 21–July 22): Poet Diane Ackerman tells us that 
human tongues, lips, and genitals possess neural receptors that are 
ultra-responsive. Anatomists have given unsexy names to these blissful 
parts of our bodies: Krause end bulbs, also known as bulboid cor-
puscles. (Couldn’t they have called them “glimmering rapture hubs” 
or “magic buttons”?) In any case, these sweet spots enable us to 
experience surpassing pleasure. According to my understanding of the 
astrological omens for 2018, Cancerian, your personal complement 
of bulboid corpuscles will be even more sensitive than usual. Here’s 
further good news: Your soul will also have a heightened capacity to 
receive and register delight.

LEO (July 23–Aug 22): Mise en place is a French term whose literal 
translation is “putting in place.” When used by professional chefs in a 
restaurant kitchen, it refers to the task of gathering and organizing all 
the ingredients and tools before beginning to cook. I think this is an 
excellent metaphor for you to emphasize throughout 2018. In every 
area of your life, thorough preparation will be the key to your success 
and fulfillment. Make sure you have everything you need before 
launching any new adventure or creative effort.

VIRGO (Aug 23–Sept 22): Experimental composer Harry Partch 
played one-of-a-kind musical instruments that he made from objects 
like car hubcaps, gourds, aluminum ketchup bottles, and nose cones 
from airplanes. Collage artist Jason Mecier fashions portraits of ce-
lebrities using materials like beans, pasta, pills, candy, bacon, and lip-
stick tubes. Given the astrological configurations for 2018, you could 
flourish by adopting a similar strategy in your own chosen field. You 
will have the potential to make multifaceted advances and/or kalei-
doscopic creations by mixing and matching resources in unique ways.

LIBRA (Sept 23–Oct 22): I wish I could make it nice and easy for you. 
I wish I could proclaim that the forces of darkness are lined up against 
the forces of light. I’d like to be able to advise you that the opening 
months of 2018 will bring you a showdown between wrong and right, 
between ugliness and beauty. But it just ain’t that simple. It’s more 
like the forces of plaid will be arrayed against the forces of paisley. 
The showdown will feature two equally flawed and equally appealing 
sources of intrigue. And so you may inquire, Libra, what is the most 
honorable role you can play in this affair? Should you lend your 
support to one side or the other? I advise you to create a third side.

SCORPIO (Oct 23–Nov 21): In 2018, your tribe will be extra skilled 
at opening things that have been tightly closed or locked for a long 
time: heavy doors, treasure boxes, rich possibilities, buried secrets, shy 
eyes, mum mouths, guarded hearts, and insular minds. You’ll have a 
knack for opening up new markets and clearing blocked passageways 
and staging grand openings. You’ll be more inclined to speak openly 
and freely than any other generation of Scorpios in history. Making 
yourself available for fun and games will be your specialty. Getting 
stuck things unstuck will come naturally. Given these wonders, maybe 
you should adopt a new nickname, like Apertura (the Italian word 
for “opening”), Ouverture (French), Šiši (Yoruban), Otevírací (Czech), 
Öffnung (German), or Kufungua (Swahili).

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22–Dec 21): I predict that the coming months 
won’t bring you the kinds of opportunities you were imagining and 
expecting, but will bring you opportunities you haven’t imagined 
and didn’t expect. Will you be alert and receptive to these surprising 
departures from your master plan? If so, by September of 2018 you 
will have become as smart a gambler as you have ever been. You will 
be more flexible and adaptable, too, which means you’ll be better 
able to get what you want without breaking stuff and wreaking 
chaos. Congratulations in advance, my daring darling. May your 
experiments be both visionary and practical. May your fiery intentions 
be both steady and fluidic.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22–Jan 19): Hungarian psychiatrist Thomas Szasz 
dismissed the idea that a person should be on a quest to “find him-
self” or “find herself.” “The self is not something that one finds,” he 
said. Rather, “it is something one creates.” I think that’s great advice 
for you in 2018, Capricorn. There will be little value in wandering 
around in search of clues about who you were born to be. Instead, 
you should simply be gung-ho as you shape and craft yourself into 
the person you want to be.

AQUARIUS (Jan 20–Feb 18): Is there anything about your attitude or 
your approach that is a bit immature or unripe? Have you in some way 
remained an amateur or apprentice when you should have become 
fully professional by now? Are you still a dabbler in a field where 
you could be a connoisseur or master? If your answer to any of these 
questions is yes, the coming months will be an excellent time to grow 
up, climb higher, and try harder. I invite you to make 2018 the Year 
of Kicking Your Own Ass.

PISCES (Feb 19–March 20): In accordance with the astrological 
omens, I suggest you start compiling a list entitled “People, Places, 
Ideas, and Things I Didn’t Realize Until Now That I Could Fall in Love 
With.” And then keep adding more and more items to this tally 
during the next 10 months. To get the project under way in the 
proper spirit, you should wander freely and explore jauntily, giving 
yourself permission to instigate interesting mischief and brush up 
against deluxe temptations. For best results, open your heart and your 
eyes as wide as you can. One further clue: Act on the assumption that 
in 2018 you will be receptive to inspirational influences and life-trans-
forming teachings that you have never before been aware of. ■

Homework: Name 10 items you would put in a time capsule to be dug 
up by your descendants in 500 years. Testify at freewillastrology.com.
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Meet with an AMS Men’s Health 
Representative to Learn More:

Wednesday, January 3rd
Seminar: 30 minute appointments 
available between 9AM and 5PM 
Regus 
1100 Dexter Ave North.  Suite 100
Seattle, WA 98109

Partners and guests welcome.

Space is limited, call to register today.  
(855)889-6286
www.edcure.org

Learn more about an erectile
dysfunction treatment
beyond medication that
hundreds of thousands of
men have chosen as a way to
return to an active sex life.8

4. Viagra Prescribing Information, Revised January 2010.  5. Cialis Prescribing Information, Revised October 2011.
6. Levitra Prescribing Information, Revised November 2011.  8. PenileProsthesis.
http://www.essm.org/society/esha/malesd/oraltreatments/penileprosthesis.html. European Society for Sexual
Medicine (ESSM) Website. Downloaded January 1, 2013.

Meet with an AMS Men's Health
Representative to Learn More:

Wednesday, September 6th
Seminar: 30 minute appointments
available between 9AM and 5PM
Capitol Hill Branch Library
425 Harvard Ave East
Seattle, WA 98102

Partners and guests welcome.
Space is limited,
call to register today. (855)
889–6286
www.edcure.org
Boston Scientific Corporation has sponsored funding for this patient seminar and
accompanying educational material.

Learn more about an erectile
dysfunction treatment
beyond medication that
hundreds of thousands of
men have chosen as a way to
return to an active sex life.8

4. Viagra Prescribing Information, Revised January 2010.  5. Cialis Prescribing Information, Revised October 2011.
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Meet with an AMS Men's Health
Representative to Learn More:

Wednesday, September 6th
Seminar: 30 minute appointments
available between 9AM and 5PM
Capitol Hill Branch Library
425 Harvard Ave East
Seattle, WA 98102

Partners and guests welcome.
Space is limited,
call to register today. (855)
889–6286
www.edcure.org
Boston Scientific Corporation has sponsored funding for this patient seminar and
accompanying educational material.
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All trademarks are the property of their respective owners.  
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to return to an active sex life.8

Boston Scientific Corporation has sponsored funding for this patient 
seminar and accompanying educational material. 
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Savage Love
BY DAN SAVAGE

Loving Lesbians
I am a 22-year-old Italian man, 100 percent 
straight, sensitive and sporty. I have been read-
ing Savage Love for years in Internazionale. I 
have one question for you: Why do I always fall 
in love with lesbians? Why do I instantly fall in 
love with girls who have that something more in 
their eyes? Something melancholy and perhaps 
insecure? Girls whom I’d rather protect and em-
brace than take to bed? The last three girls who 
fit this description all turned out to be 
lesbians. The last girl with whom this 
happened told me it was my “Red Cross” 
mind-set that made me fall in love with 
girls who are insecure/sad/melancholy, 
so I have a sort of selection bias that ex-
cludes most straight girls I meet. I do not 
believe this, because the world is full of 
straight girls who need saving. So why 
then, Dan? WHY? I have a girlfriend. I 
truly love her. Since September, we have 
been living in two different cities because 
she went away to study. I am afraid that 
one day she is going to tell me she’s gay 
too. She always talks with me about a 
new super-cute female friend. Is she 
a lesbian? I have recently met another 
girl, super empathetic. She is gay, and 
I knew it after an all-night conversa-
tion in my car listening to Cigarettes 
After Sex. Why do I always fall in love 
with gay girls? Can I love two people at 
the same time? This is the fourth time 
that this has happened. Is my girlfriend 
gay? Why do I find lesbians so attractive? I’m 
freaking.

Increasingly Tormented About  
Lesbian Yearnings

There’s a lot going on in your letter, ITALY, 
so I’m going to take your questions one at 
a time…

1. Maybe you always fall in love with lesbi-
ans or maybe this was a series of coincidenc-
es—by pure chance you fell for more than one 
woman who turned out to be a lesbian—and, 
hey, since you’re probably going to love a few 
more women over the course of your life,  
ITALY, that “always” seems a bit premature. 
It’s also possible you find women with a certain 
degree of masculine energy and/or swagger 
attractive, and women with that swagger are 
somewhat likelier to be lesbians, slightly up-
ping your chances of falling in love with four 
girls-who-turned-out-to-be-lesbians in a row.

Personally, ITALY, I’m attracted to guys 
with a certain degree of feminine swagger and, 
needless to say, these guys are likelier to be gay. 
But while almost all effeminate guys are gay—
so stigmatized is femininity in males (even in 
the gay community)—masculine swagger in 
women is less stigmatized and therefore some-
what less likely to correlate as strongly with 
lesbianism. Women with masculine swagger 
and men with feminine swagger are also likely 
to be self-conscious about their gender-non-
conforming traits, particularly when they’re 
young and/or not yet out, and that can read as 
melancholy and/or insecurity.

2. Women—straight or bi or lesbian—
don’t need “saving.” They need respect, they 

need to be taken seriously, they need bodily  
autonomy, and they need loving partners and 
political allies.

3. Your girlfriend may be a lesbian—any-
one could in these highly fluid days, even me. 
But if your girlfriend isn’t straight, ITALY, 
she’s likelier to be bisexual, seeing as there 
are roughly three times as many bi women 
as there are lesbian women. And if she seems 
gayer now than when you met, that could be 
because you landed a straight girl who had 
been suppressing her masculine swagger—

which many men don’t find attractive—and 
she’s consciously or subconsciously come to 
the realization that she doesn’t have to play 
the girly girl around you to hold your atten-
tion. Quite the opposite, in fact.

4. It’s entirely possible to love more than 
one person at a time. Just as we are capable 
of loving more than one parent, child, sibling, 
friend, and television show at a time (you 
know I love you both equally, Lady Dynamite 
and The Crown), we can love more than one 
romantic partner at a time. But we’re told that 
romantic love is a zero-sum game so often—if 
someone wins, someone else loses—it has be-
come a self-fulfilling/relationship-destroying  
prophecy. It’s a myth that harms not just peo-
ple who might want to be with two people, 
but partnered monogamous people as well. A 
person who is convinced he can feel romantic 
love for only one person at a time will doubt 
his love for a long-term partner if he develops 
a crush on someone new. He’ll say to himself, 
“I couldn’t possibly feel this way about this 
barista if I was still in love with my partner 
of 10 years.” But those feelings can exist side 
by side—stable, secure, lasting love for a long-
term partner and an intense infatuation (most 
likely fleeting) for a new person.

5. Cigarettes After Sex were on a boat in 
the Arabian Sea—they sent the pics to prove 
it—when I reached them about your dilem-
ma. Drummer Jacob Tomsky said: “About 
loving more than one person at the same 
time, a Gabriel García Márquez quote from 
Love in the Time of Cholera comes to mind: 
‘My heart has more rooms than a whore-
house.’ Your heart will surprise you with its 

duplicity.” Or its capacity. Keyboardist Phil-
lip Tubbs wanted to share a Morrissey line 
with you: “’Cause I want the one I can’t have 
and it’s driving me mad.” Lead singer Greg 
Gonzalez declined to comment.

6. Maybe it’s not an accident that you keep 
falling for lesbians. There are lots of straight 
men out there who have a thing for dykes. 
It’s entirely possible that you aren’t worried 
your girlfriend is a lesbian, ITALY, but se-
cretly hoping she is. Good luck!

My boyfriend and I have been to-
gether for five years. We have had an 
open relationship from fairly early 
on, but it’s only in the last six months 
that he’s started using various gentle-
men’s apps for meeting new guys. We 
don’t share apps or have threesomes; 
our dalliances are solo affairs and 
that works for us. I snuck a look at his 
phone and I was horrified—the dick 
pics he’s sharing are terrible. Poorly lit 
and with bad angles, they completely 
do not do justice to his cock. His face 
pics are great, but I really feel like he’s 
underselling what else he has to offer. 
How can I help him take better junk 
shots without revealing that I’ve been 
looking at his phone?

Doesn’t Instinctively Capture  
Photographic Instant Classics, Sadly

You could tell your boyfriend you made 
a joint appointment with a photogra-
pher—perhaps as a Hanukkah/Sol-

stice/Christmas/Kwanzaa/Ramadan pres-
ent—because you thought you should both 
have Sears-Portrait-Studio-quality-or-better 
dick pics to share with your prospective hook-
ups, DICPICS, or you could let your boyfriend’s 
hookups be pleasantly surprised when your 
boyfriend drops his drawers.

Are you really whining about having a pres-
ident you don’t like in office? Is that so ter-
rible that you have to get little digs in every  
week? That’s the problem with you liberals—
you’re a bunch of wimps. Man up, dude.

Make America Strong Again

Gee, I don’t recall any whining from you 
right-wing he-men back when a black guy 
who didn’t collude with a hostile foreign 
power and wasn’t poisoning our air and wa-
ter and didn’t undermine our Democratic 
norms and wasn’t surrounded by a cadre of 
deeply corrupt sycophants was president—
you guys were so stoic during the Obama 
years, so he-manly. You ova’d up, you didn’t 
whine or moan, you didn’t spread wild con-
spiracy theories or march on Washington 
waving signs that proved you were every bit 
as misinformed as you are illiterate. (Wake 
up, dude.) ■

JOE NEWTON

mail@savagelove.net   
@fakedansavage on Twitter  

ITMFA.org

Give the gift of the magnum 
SAVAGE LOVECAST 

at savagelovecast.com!
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OFFENDER 

REGISTRATION 
GOT YOU DOWN? 

We may be able to 
help to remove that 

requirement. 

The Meryhew Law 
Group, PLLC

(206) 264-1590
www.meryhewlaw.com
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Mr. Darcy’s

KEANAKEANA
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Last-Minute Christmas Eve
Whether people are visiting relatives or pull-
ing a Jamie Lee Curtis and planning a trip 
to Hawaii, the end of December is a popular 
time to board a plane. If you’re sticking around 
town and are lucky enough not to have to brave 
Sea-Tac, you have plentiful options for local 
Christmas Eve festivities, even if your friends 
are far away. Last-minute gift shoppers can 
find solace at Fremont’s Last Sunday 
Market, which promises handmade goods, 
antiques, clothes, records, and more unique 
fi nds. For a holiday feast, attend an old-school 
Christmas dinner party at the 5 Point Cafe, 
eat sweets in your ugly sweater at Hopvine 
Pub’s Cookie Party, or fi ll up at Lost Lake
with your choice of turkey, prime rib, or pump-
kin ravioli, plus Schnapps-spiked peppermint 
milkshakes and mulled wine. Those spending 
the holiday solo can join fellow misfi t toys at 
Populuxe’s Annual Orphan’s Night for a 
potluck, live acoustic music, and a special beer 
selection. Or there’s a post-pop synth dance 
party at Blue Moon’s Annual Christmas 
Pageant—no plus-one required.

Holiday Movies
If you’re missing cinematic magic or a chance 
to stretch your vocal cords at the end of De-
cember, fret not. Pipe along to corny Irving 
Berlin tunes with Danny Kaye, Bing Crosby, 
and Rosemary Clooney in the classic White 
Christmas (Dec 21–24 at SIFF Film Cen-
ter). See impish Will Ferrell struggle with be-
ing an Elf in a man’s body (through Dec 23 at 
Central Cinema), or freak yourself out with a 
much darker take on elves and Santa in Rare 
Exports: A Christmas Tale (Dec 21–24 at 
SIFF Film Center). And there’s the perennial 
It’s a Wonderful Life (through Dec 28), be-

ing screened for the 47th consecutive year at 
Grand Illusion. Don’t celebrate Christmas? 
Join SIFF’s holiday “traditionnnnn tradition!” 
of belting along with Tevye and family in Nor-
man Jewison’s 1971 adaptation of Fiddler on 
the Roof (Dec 25 at SIFF Cinema Uptown). 
Your ticket will include Chinese takeout from 

Leah’s Gourmet Kosher Food and Orkestyr 
Farfeleh’s pre-fi lm klezmer music. Whether 
you’re craving fl u¤ , comedy, horror, or nostalgia, 
Seattle cinemas will scratch your movie itch.

Holiday Performances
Holiday theater season ain’t over, and you 
can fi nd performances as wholesome, saucy, 
or spectacular as you like. It’s not too late 
for classics like George Balanchine’s The 
Nutcracker (through Dec 28 at McCaw Hall),  
A Christmas Carol (through Dec 28 at ACT 
Theatre), or Irving Berlin’s Holiday Inn 
(through Dec 31 at the 5th Avenue Theatre). 
For a less traditional spin on the holidays, 
go lavish with Cirque Dreams Holidaze 
(through Dec 24 at the Paramount Theatre) 
or get cheeky with Land of the Sweets: The 
Burlesque Nutcracker (through Dec 28 at 
the Triple Door). You can also make the sea-
son gay with drag shows like Drag Queen 
Christmas with RuPaul’s Drag Race stars

(Dec 29 at the Moore Theatre), Homo for 
the Holidays with BenDeLaCreme and Kit-
ten N’ Lou (through Dec 30 at Oddfellows 
West Hall), the Dina Martina Christmas 
Show (through Dec 31 at Re-bar), or Betty & 
Cookie’s Not-So-Silent Night (Dec 21–23 at 
Kremwerk). If you have a vulgar sense of hu-
mor, consider Uncle Mike Ruins Christmas 
(through Dec 23 at Jet City Improv), Blood 
Squad: He Sees You When You’re Sleeping 
(Dec 23 at Annex Theatre), or Sugar Plum 
Gary (Dec 22–24 at 18th & Union).

New Year’s Eve
Seattle goes all-out for New Year’s Eve—seem-
ingly every bar, restaurant, club, and perfor-
mance venue throws a party on the last day of 
the year. Whether you’re looking for an extrav-
agant celebration, a laid-back night out, or a 
fi reworks show, there are plenty of options for 
you. You’ll fi nd a guide to the biggest parties you 
need to know about on the next pages, and you 
can also go online to thestranger.com/events/
newyearseve for the most up-to-date options.

New Year’s Day
There’s no shame in dedicating the fi rst day 
of the New Year to sleeping in, drinking co-
pious amounts of co¤ ee, and leisurely wash-
ing away the glitter from the night before. 
But just because New Year’s Eve parties are 
over doesn’t mean there isn’t plenty of fun to 
be had on January 1. If you have the energy 
(and maybe a New Year’s resolution to spend 
more time outdoors) take advantage of State 
Park Free Days, participate in a very brisk 
annual tradition by jumping into Lake Wash-
ington at Matthews Beach Park for the Polar 
Bear Plunge, or enter the Resolution Run 
at Magnuson Park (where free chili, co¤ ee, 

and hot chocolate wait at the fi nish line). If 
you’re made of steel and are up for another 
party, head to Monkey Loft for the Breakfast 
Club, where you can dance from 4 a.m. to 
4 p.m. to performances by Marbs, David Scu-
ba, Jared Love, Joel Armstrong, Aurora Flux, 
Griª  nGrrl, and others—and then go take a nap. 
Those looking for a place to eat brunch, watch a 
burlesque performance, and hang out with the 
whole family can fi nd it all at Can Can’s all-ages 
Happy Hollandaise show.

Christmas Ship Festival
Various locations, 
$34–$62, through Dec 23 

Feast of the Winter 
Solstice 
Fremont, Thurs Dec 21, 
7 pm

Gingerbread Village
City Centre, free, 
through Jan 1

Harlem Globetrotters
Various locations, Dec 26 
& 28–29, $18–$105

Laser Stranger Things
Laser Dome at Pacific 
Science Center, Dec 30–
Jan 27, Sat, 8 pm, $12

Magnuson Holiday 
Fun Run
Magnuson Park, Sat 
Dec 23, 10 am–12:30 pm, 
$20-$30

Reindeer Festival
Swansons Nursery, free, 
through Dec 24

Seattle Seahawks vs. 
Arizona Cardinals
CenturyLink Field, Sun 
Dec 31, 1:25 pm, $132–
$550+

WildLights
Woodland Park Zoo, 
5:30–8:30 pm, $9.95, 
through Jan 1

THE BIG & THE OBVIOUS

Early Warnings
BAVARIAN ICEFEST Leavenworth Chamber of 
Commerce, Jan 13–14, $5

2018 MLK SEATTLE CELEBRATION Garfield High 
School, Mon Jan 15, 8:30 am–4 pm, free

WOMXN ACT ON SEATTLE Various locations, Sun 
Jan 21, free

George Balanchine’s The Nutcracker 
Through Dec 28

MORE
EVENTS—

AT—
STRANGER THINGS TO DO DOT COM

ANGELA STERLING

Dec 21–Jan 3

Short List
White 
Christmas
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• Quick, affordable “on demand” storage
• Door-to-door pick up and delivery
• Only pay for the space you use

Make room for 
the holidays.

Place an order at urbinattic.com 
and enter code "FREE50" 

your first order!
OFF$50Get
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Holiday Shopping PagesHoliday Shopping Pages
’Tis the season of giving — and the frantic 
search for the perfect gift. Fortunately, our 
area is home to extraordinary artists, crafts-

people, and businesses offering up exciting and 
unique options for everyone on your list! Check 

out these great local retailers who can take 
the headache out of holiday gift hunting. CA$H 4 GAMES

MUSIC, LEGOs & POPS
RENTON

918 So. 3rd St.
425 264-5061

LYNNWOOD
17602 Hwy 99
425 678-0157
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Open  
EVERYDAY 

DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children.

17517 15th Ave. NE.  
Shoreline, WA 98155

206-557-7778    365recreational.com

9AM - 9PM 
(INCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

OPEN ’TIL 10PM ON 
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS

CHRISTMAS SALE
 12/24 &12/25!

NEW YEAR’S EVE
 Happy Hour All Day! & SALE on New Year’s Day!

Look out for INDO  
Holiday Half Ounces in WA 

state recreational shops!
INDO is a premium indoor 

cannabis brand available in the 
Washington state market.

Ask for it at your local rec shop!

YOU HAVE BEEN VERY 

GOOD THIS YEAR! 

This product has intoxicating effects and may be 
habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle 
or machinery under the influence of this drug. There 
may be health risks associated with consumption 
of this product. For use only by adults twenty-
one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

@indocannabis   
MUST BE 21+ to follow



THE STRANGER     DECEMBER 20, 2017    27

Learn to Weld!
We offer fast non-technical,  

progressive instruction  
in welding and metalwork.
Gift certificates available.   

We speak LGBTQ and NOOB++.
Hack metal,  Rule World. 

classes@hazardfactory.org
Hazardfactory.org

Learn to Weld!
We offer fast non-technical,  

progressive instruction  
in welding and metalwork.
Gift certificates available.   

We speak LGBTQ and NOOB++.
Hack metal,  Rule World. 

classes@hazardfactory.org
Hazardfactory.org

Learn to Weld!
We offer fast non-technical,  

progressive instruction  
in welding and metalwork.
Gift certificates available.   

We speak LGBTQ and NOOB++.
Hack metal,  Rule World. 

classes@hazardfactory.org
Hazardfactory.org

LEARN TO WELD! 
WE OFFER FAST NON-TECHNICAL, 
PROGRESSIVE INSTRUCTION AND 

TEAM BUILDING EXERCISES IN 
WELDING AND METALWORK. 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE. 
WE SPEAK LGBTQ AND NOOB++ 

HACK METAL, RULE WORLD.

HOLY 
SMOKE
Glass Art

DETOX AND SYNTHETICS
KRATOM: 20 strains in-house

1556 E Olive Way 
Seattle, WA 

(206) 323-HOLY

Holiday Shopping

H The Absolutely Last Holiday 
Market
There have been more than 100 
holiday pop-up markets in Seattle 
this holiday season, and, aside from 
the ongoing shops that will continue 
all month, this is the last single 
event before Christmas where 
local makers will gather to sell you 
their wares. Procrastinators are 
encouraged to shop for gifts in their 
“Hyper Market” (indoor garage), and 
BeanFish food truck will be on hand 
to satisfy your shopping-induced 
hunger with fish-shaped waffle 
snacks. (Fremont Sunday Market, 
Sun Dec 24, 10 am-12 pm, free.)
H Black and Tan Hall-i-Day 
Celebration
Shop for gifts from local vendors, 
eat comforting seasonal fare by 
Chef Tarik, see a performance 
by from B&T House Band, bid on 
auction items, and more at this 
holiday party. (The Hillman City 
Collaboratory, Fri Dec 22, 6-10 
pm, free.)
H Christmas Market
If you’ve slacked on your shopping 
or need goods for your holiday 
table, Melrose Market has your 
back with this Christmas-Eve-Eve 
market, featuring fresh produce, 
meat, dairy, seafood, flowers, wine, 
dry goods, and roasted holiday 
nuts. Browse retailers like Butter 
Home, Glasswing, and Greenfire 
Products, and dine at Sitka & Spruce 
or Homegrown. Plus, listen to live 
music and do wine tasting below 
their Christmas tree. Procrastination 
has rarely been so picturesque. 
(Melrose Market, Sat Dec 23,  
11 am-6 pm, free.)
H Everyone’s $50
For the past three years, the Alice 
has invited everyone to participate 
in its December art exhibition, 
whether or not they consider them-
selves “artists.” This year’s take on 
the annual tradition includes exactly 
100 works priced at $50 each. 
It’s a beautifully hung show, with 
art by C.M. Ruiz, Brandon Vosika, 
Nadia Ahmed, Travis Ritter, Yabsira 
Alemeshet Wolde, Alex Kang, 
Khadija Ann Tarver, Phillipe Hyojung 
Kim, and many more (92 to be 
exact). All proceeds are split 50/50 
between the artist and the gallery, 
which means that not only is it a 
great place to find affordable art for 
gifting, it’s a nice way to support 
both artists and one of the smartest, 
most forward-thinking galleries in 
town. (The Alice, Sat, free, through 
Dec 30.)

Fresh Tangerine Holiday Pop-Up
The Pioneer Square jewelry shop 

will have a holiday pop-up sale all 
month long, featuring the entire 
Fresh Tangerine line (which is all 
under $100), as well as a handful of 
other handmade products curated 
by the shop’s founder, Kim Kogane. 
(Fresh Tangerine, free, through 
Dec 31.)

Holiday Craft and Gift Sale
Shop for locally made arts, crafts, 
and other goods including Katie 
Hopper’s botanical salves; Syd 
de Baca’s veggie art, tea towels, 
mugs, and aprons; Jenny Craig’s 
letterpress paper goods; Molly 
Hashimoto’s prints, cards, and 
watercolors; and Dorothy Crandell’s 
stone-bead necklaces. (UW Center 
for Urban Horticulture, free, through 
Dec 23.)
H Holiday Market at Westlake 
Park
Urban Craft Uprising and the Seattle 
Association bring you this German 
Christmas Market-inspired extrav-
aganza every year, with a different 
set of local makers selling their 
wares each week. Sip a warm drink 
and peruse a plethora of handmade 
goods for yourself or someone you 
like. (Westlake Park, Fri-Sun, free, 
through Dec 24.)

Hometown Holidays
West Seattle has had festive shop-
ping events every Sunday since the 
beginning of December. If you’re 
looking for last-minute gifts, they’ll 
have a Last-Minute Holiday Dash 
on December 23 and a Holiday 
Farmers Market on Christmas 
Eve. (West Seattle Junction, free, 
through Jan 7.)

Macy’s Santaland
Before Santa takes off on his jour-
ney through the sky, children can 
visit him on the first floor of Macy’s 
to tell him their holiday wishes. 
For the first year, Santa photos are 
available by reservation only, so 
make sure to save a spot online to 
maximize efficiency while shopping 

downtown. And although taking a 
photo with Santa is free, profes-
sional photo packages start at $21. 
(Downtown Macy’s, free, through 
Dec 24.)

Open Editions Pop-Up
Shop for artist-designed gifts like 
prints, bags, stationery, books, and 
more all month long. (Civilization, 
Tues-Sun, free, through Dec 23.)

Pacific Place Holiday
Holiday cheer abounds at Pacific 
Place, where a number of wintry 
activities and amenities await while 
you shop. See a snow show inside 
the mall’s atrium, hear live music, 
visit Santa, and more. (Pacific Place, 
free, through Dec 31.)
H Pilchuck Holiday Sale
Find handmade glass art by local 
artists like Jen Elek, Levi Belber, 
Brent Rogers, Granite Calimpong, 
Deborah Adler, and many others. 
(Pilchuck Seattle, free, through 
Dec 21.)

Pop Shop
Shop ceramics, rugs, paintings, 
drawings, and other artist cre-
ations throughout December. 
(Hoedemaker Pfeiffer Gallery, Mon-
Fri, free, through Dec 30.)
H Pottery Northwest Holiday 
Special
This local, handmade art market will 
have pottery, stationery, perfumes, 
leather, mustard, jewelry, prints, 
coffee, and more for sale as you 
prepare for the holidays. (Pottery 
Northwest, free, through Dec 22.)
H Vanishing Seattle X Eighth 
Generation Pop-Up Shop
Shop merch from 
#VanishingSeattle, a social media 
project that documents the “dis-
placed and disappearing institu-
tions, small businesses, homes, and 
communities of Seattle” while also 
serving as a “love letter” to the city’s 
history. There will be totes, T-shirts, 
and more. Eighth Generation, free, 
through Dec 24.

GETTY IMAGES

mailto:classes@hazardfactory.org
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SEATTLE ROCK ORCHESTRA
THE TRUE LOVES OK SWEETHEART
KUINKA DELVON LAMARR ORGAN TRIO 
VAMOLA DOWN NORTH BRYSON FOSTER BAND 

FOREST BEUTEL BABY GRAMPS 
SPORTY LEE PEARL DJANGO UNCLE BONSAI

STEPHANIE ANNIE JOHNSON & BIRDS 
THE HEARTLESS KIND BETH WOOD FILTHY FEMCORPS 

TOBIAS THE OWL METRO PARKS DANCE TROUPES 

CIRRUS CIRCUS MINION THEATER THE IDITARACE CHILDRENS TENT

ICE WALK FIRE PERFORMANCES FOOD TRUCKS

SCAVENGER HUNT WORLDS SHORTEST PARADE

HIDDEN SURPRISES & SPECTACLES AND SO MUCH MORE! 

WWW.FIRSTNIGHTTACOMA.ORG
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New Year’s Eve

Top Picks
BeautyBoiz Wear Masks NYE
Your big queer New Year’s Eve party will have so 
much to offer, courtesy of Forward Flux Produc-
tions: drag by Crystal Powers, Adé, and Haus of 
Shade, masquerade frolics, a champagne toast, 
aerial performances, a full bar, and sets by cel-
ebrated local disc jockey icons Cookie Couture 
and Reverend Dollars. Dress skimpily or extrava-
gantly, but be sure to wear your best mask. (Fred 
Wildlife Refuge, 9 pm-2 am, $20-$100.)

Bollywood New Year’s Eve
Wicked Karma has taken over the New Year’s 
Eve-iest venue in town, the Fremont Foundry, to 
throw its Bollywood vibes across the upstairs 
penthouse, rooftop, and atrium with a see-through 
dance floor. Shake it out all night to DJ RDX 
playing Seattle’s best Bollywood, with a midnight 
champagne toast, a Desi food feast, party favors, 
and more. (Fremont Foundry, 9 pm, $42-$75.)

Chihuly NYE pARTy
Choose this New Year’s Eve party if you want to 
watch fireworks through the glass ceiling, tour the 
glass museum, hear live music by the Michael Ben-
son Band, and drink a champagne toast at midnight 
(and if you’ve got 250 clams to throw around). Dale 
Chihuly’s wriggly, organic-looking glass sculptures 
will surely be dazzling by firework-light. (Chihuly 
Garden and Glass, 8 pm, $250.)

Countdown at the Bayou
If the holiday’s glut of prohibition-themed parties 
doesn’t appeal to you, transport yourself instead 
to the balmy bayou with Capitol Cider’s French 
Creole fête, hosted by drag queen Tipsy Rose Lee. 
Wash hushpuppies and beignets down with crisp 
sparkling cider as you take in a burlesque perfor-
mance from “bluestocking bettie” Jesse Belle-
Jones and live music from psych-rockers General 
Mojo’s. There will also be a magician and psychic 
readings to add some enchantment to your eve-
ning. (Capitol Cider, 8 pm-1 am, $45-$600.)

First Night Tacoma
Kick off the New Year with Seattle’s smaller, more 
manageable neighbor town’s 25th annual all-ages 
festival. “The world’s shortest parade” will start 
at 6:30, followed by dancing, music, and other 
performances on “over a dozen” stages, and the 
evening will wind up with fireworks at 11:30. 
(Broadway and Ninth St, Tacoma, 6 pm, $12/$13.)

Indulgence
At “Seattle’s biggest New Year’s Eve bash,” you 
can explore MoPOP, check out a comedy stage, 
get drunk, and even hear music by ’80s party 
rock groups Hairstorm and Brand X. If you haven’t 
brought anybody to smooch, check out the 
Singles Mingle and you may be mashing lips by 
midnight. The VIP Gold pass lets you avoid lines, 
eat special snacks, and use a private restroom so 
you don’t have to pee with the proles. (Museum 
of Pop Culture (MoPOP), 8 pm, $69/$350.)

Midnight: A NYE Dance Party
As you would expect, the city’s most exclusive 
restaurant is sparing no expense for their end-of-2017 
shindig, which has been in the works since March 
and which harks back to Canlis’s mid-century roots 
with a glamorous suggested dress code of 1950s 
sequins. They’re flying in the Chris Norton Band from 
New York to perform and transforming the upstairs 
into a Dick’s Drive-In, but they’ve been tight-lipped 
on details, as they promise a parade of surprises 
throughout the night of “dancing, libations, and nosh.” 
Though New Year’s Eve is typically their most prof-
itable night of the year, they’re admirably donating 
every last dime of the proceeds to local charity Big 
Table, which “exists to see the lives of those working 
in the restaurant and hospitality industry transformed 
by building community around shared meals and 
caring for those in crisis, transition, or falling through 
the cracks.” (Canlis, 9 pm-2 am, $350.)

Moisture Festival New Year’s 
Eve Extravaganza
Moisture Festival is devoted to the variety of per-
formers Seattle has fostered over the years, from 

circus acts to comedians, burlesque dancers to 
musicians, and jugglers to tap dancers. It’s been 
going for more than 13 years in Seattle, a testa-
ment to the popularity of cabaret-style entertain-
ment in town. At this New Year’s spectacular, Es-
ther de Monteflores, Godfrey Daniels, Lamonte & 
The Family Affair, Patrick McGuire, Ron W. Bailey, 
and Tom Noddy will wow you with funk, juggling, 
aerial acts, and more entertainment. Plus, giant 
red balloons and snacks and champagne! (Hale’s 
Palladium, 8 pm, $75/$90.)

SPECTRA: New Year’s Eve 
Under the Arches
You don’t need to be a nerd to enjoy this opulent 
party at the museum, as long as you have a 
healthy appreciation for midnight fireworks—but 
it’ll be best if you’re a fan of science, the Laser 
Dome, drinking, dancing, and KEXP DJs. At 
midnight, watch the happy explosions from their 
nifty be-sculptured courtyard. VIPs get access 
to an open bar, snacks and desserts, a private 
lounge, champagne, and more. (Pacific Science 
Center, 9 pm-2 am, $85/$180.)

Winterfest New Year’s Eve
Don’t want to splurge on New Year’s Eve enter-
tainment? Check out Seattle Center’s annual free 
party, featuring a performance from Northwest 
pop cover band Sway, a light show and DJ-
soundtracked dance party at the International 
Fountain, and, most importantly, fireworks at 
midnight. (Seattle Center, 8 pm, free.)

Xtreme Theatresports  
New Year’s Eve Party
Unexpected Productions will pit four improv 
teams against one another at their New Year’s 
celebration—and you will score each contestant 
group’s efforts. You and your fellow audience 
members determine the last winners of 2017. 
Complete with giveaways, party favors, a ball 
drop, and a champagne toast. (Unexpected Pro-
ductions’ Market Theater, 10 pm, $38/$45.)

PARTIES

Cirque New Year’s Eve
Lucky Strike Lanes, Sun 
Dec 31, 10 pm, $30+

Gatsby’s Yacht
Argosy Cruises at Pier 
55, Sun Dec 31, 9 pm, 
$249

HER Seattle NYE Party
Art Marble 21, Sun  
Dec 31, 8:30 pm,  
$20-$35

A Little Party Never 
Hurt Nobody
Dead Line, Sun Dec 31,  
8 pm-1 am, $95/$150

Masq-On Masquerade
The Factory Luxe, 
Sun Dec 31, 10 pm, 
$55/$424

Masquerade  
Fantasy Ball
Club Sapphire, Sun  
Dec 31, 7 pm

mBar’s New Year’s Eve 
Celebration
mBar, Sun Dec 31, 8 pm, 
$60-$70

Midnight Masquerade 
NYE
Flutter Studios, Sun  
Dec 31, 8 pm, $30-$60

New Year Masquerade 
Bash at Fadó
Fadó Irish Pub, Sun  
Dec 31, 8 pm, $10/$15

New Year’s Eve at 
Ivar’s Salmon House
Ivar’s Salmon House, Sun 
Dec 31, 9 pm, $85

New Year’s Eve  
at Shelter Lounge
Shelter Lounge, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm, free

New Year’s Eve  
at W Seattle
W Seattle, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $55/$187

New Year’s Eve  
Boat Party
Islander Boat Cruise, Sun 
Dec 31, 9 pm, $60

New Year’s Eve  
Party Cruise
Waterways Cruises, Sun 
Dec 31, 9:30 pm, $167

Night Lab  
New Year’s Eve
Ada’s Technical Books, 
Sun Dec 31, 8 pm, $20
H Nordic  
New Year’s Eve
Swedish Cultural Center, 
Sun Dec 31, 7 pm,  
$30-$50

H Smith Tower Black 
and White Ball
Smith Tower, Sun  
Dec 31, 7 pm, $50/$170

Spirit of 76 New Year’s 
Eve Boat Party
The Spirit of 76, Sun  
Dec 31, 9:30 pm,  
$20-$200

Under the Fireworks 
Yacht Party
Pier 55, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $179/$199

FOOD & DRINK

H Anchovies & Olives 
New Year’s Eve 2017
Anchovies & Olives, Sun 
Dec 31, $85

H Baller Beer & 
Bubbles
No Anchor, Sun Dec 31, 
5:30 pm, 8:30 pm, $50

Bar Cotto  
New Year’s Eve 2017
Bar Cotto, Sun Dec 31, 
$55

H Bateau New Year’s 
Eve 2017
Bateau, Sun Dec 31, 
5-9:30 pm, $125

H Black & Tan Hall 
Presents: New Year’s 
Eve Day Pop-Up with 
Chef Tarik Abdullah
Pike Place Market Atrium 
Kitchen, Sun Dec 31,  
9 am-1 pm

Bramling Cross New 
Year’s Eve 2017
Bramling Cross, Sun  
Dec 31, $85

Canon Seattle  
New Year’s Eve 2017
Canon, Sun Dec 31,  
5  and 8 pm, $130-$160

Cookin’ in the  
New Year
Hotel Andra, Sun Dec 31, 
7:30-11 pm, $225

Frolik & Fizz  
New Year’s Eve Party
Frolik Kitchen + 
Cocktails, Sun Dec 31,  
8 pm-1 am, $70-$92

Gatsby & Gold New 
Year’s Eve Celebration
The Shop, Sun Dec 31, 
$80+

H How to Cook a Wolf 
New Year’s Eve 2017
How to Cook a Wolf, Sun 
Dec 31, $85

New Year’s Eve 
at Eden Hill

Indulgence

ALABASTRO PHOTOGRAPHY

Short List
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2018new years eve

TIMEFLIES SO FAST.
COME RING IN THE NEW YEAR WITH 

US AT STOUT

NO COVER & HALF OFF BEER 
FROM 8-10PM!

DJ | DANCING | COUNTDOWN
1530 11TH AVE  206.397.3825
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New Year’s Eve

H Junebaby  
New Year’s Eve 2017
Junebaby, Sun Dec 31,  
5 pm, $95

H Marine Hardware  
New Year’s Eve 2017
Marine Hardware, Sun 
Dec 31, $85

H Moët & Chandon 
New Year’s Eve Bash
Goldfinch Tavern, Sun  
Dec 31, 6 pm, 9 pm,  
$95-$125

H New Year’s Eve 2017  
at Cicchetti
Cicchetti, Sun Dec 31,  
6 pm-12 am, $85-$95

H New Year’s Eve 2017  
at Serafina
Serafina, Sun Dec 31, $115

H New Year’s Eve  
at Eden Hill
Eden Hill, Sun Dec 31,  
4-11 pm, $105

New Year’s Eve  
At McMenamins
McMenamins Anderson 
School, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm-12:30 am, $20

H New Year’s Eve  
at Tarsan i Jane
Tarsan i Jane, Sun Dec 31, 
5-8:45 pm, $155-$185

New Year’s Eve:  
Champagne & Cocktails
POCO Wine + Spirits, Sun 
Dec 31, 4 pm-2 am, free

H New Year’s Eve Dinner
mkt., Sun Dec 31,  
5-10 pm, $85

A New Year’s Eve Gala 
with Caety
13 Coins Bellevue, Sun 
Dec 31, 8 pm, $100-$150

Prohibition  
New Year’s Eve Party
The Barrel Thief, Sun  
Dec 31, 8 pm-1 am, $5

Réveillon Saint- 
Sylvestre: New Year’s 
Eve at L’Oursin 2017
L’Oursin, Sun Dec 31,  
5 pm-2 am, $175

Red Cow New Year’s 
Eve 2017
Red Cow, Sun Dec 31, $85

Rigoletto  
New Year’s Eve
Rigoletto, Sun Dec 31,  
7 pm, $49

Ring in the New Year  
at Bottlehouse
Bottlehouse, Sun Dec 31, 
8 pm-1 am, $15

Rione XIII New Year’s 
Eve 2017
Rione XIII, Sun Dec 31, $85
H RN74 New Year’s 
Eve 2017
RN74, Sun Dec 31, 
$115/$180/$200
H Salare New Year’s 
Eve 2017
Salare, Sun Dec 31, 5 pm, 
$125

H Staple & Fancy  
New Year’s Eve 2017
Staple & Fancy Mercantile, 
Sun Dec 31, $85

Tavolàta New Year’s 
Eve 2017
Tavolàta Belltown & Capitol 
Hill, Sun Dec 31, $85
H The Herbfarm  
New Year’s Eve Gala
The Herbfarm, Sun Dec 31, 
8 pm, $395

Tutta Bella New  
Year’s Eve 2017
Tutta Bella Neapolitan 
Pizzeria, Sun Dec 31, 
$25-$30

Winter Wonderland New 
Year’s Eve Party
Rhein Haus, Sun Dec 31,  
8 pm-2 am, $25

MUSIC

1 Year Anniversary Party
LOFT, Sun Dec 31, 8 pm

13th Annual Hayride 
to Hell New Year’s Eve 
Bash
Highway 99, Sun Dec 31, 
8 pm, $35-$50

Aaron Crawford
Little Red Hen, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm, $10

The Americans in Paris: 
A Gala New Year’s Eve 
with the Cathedral Choir
St. James Cathedral, Sun 
Dec 31, 11 pm, $30

H Artist Home’s Sixth 
Annual New Year’s Eve 
Celebration
Neptune Theatre, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm, $50

The Backdoor New 
Year’s Eve Classic 
Hollywood Ball
The BackDoor @ Roxy’s, 
Sun Dec 31, 9 pm, $40+

Big Blues with Little 
Bill...on New Year’s Eve
Leif Erikson Hall, Sun 
 Dec 31, 9 pm, $55/$70

BollyGrooves  
New Year’s Eve
Crocodile, Sun Dec 31, 
9 pm

Bollywood  
New Year’s Eve
Hard Rock Cafe, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm, $25-$45

Candi Pop NYE
Chop Suey, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $15-$25

Celebrate NYE with the 
Still Ill DJs
Pettirosso, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $10

Club Contour NYE 2017
Contour, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $10-$300

DROP THIS! NYE 2017
Monkey Loft, Sun Dec 31, 
10 pm-4 am, $15/$20

COURTESY OF PACIFIC SCIENCE CENTER

SPECTRA:  
New Year’s Eve 
Under the Arches

FREE Live Music 
Wednesday-Sunday
Here’s what’s on tap this 

weekend for music:

1550 NW 49th St.
Seattle, WA   206-784-2230

www.lagunitas.com

Lagunitas Taproom & Beer Sanctuary in 
Ballard - Rotating draft lines featuring our 

fresh Ballard brewed specialties.

WED 12/20  ASHER DEAVER
THU 12/21  HONEY MUSTARD
FRI 12/22  HEATHER THOMAS

SAT 12/23  SWEET LOUS
SUN 12/24   CLOSED

http://www.lagunitas.com
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New Year’s Eve

H Eldridge Gravy &  
the Court Supreme, 
Bread & Butter
Tractor Tavern, Dec 30-31, 
9 pm, $12/$20

Euphoria: A New Year’s 
Eve Masquerade Affair
Ora Nightclub, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm, $25

GASP:  
NYE Lovecraft Ball
Mercury, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $10

GLAMORAMA 2017
Club Sur, Sun Dec 31,  
7:30 pm, $30-$425

Harlem Nights  
New Year’s Eve Party
Stone Karaoke and 
Lounge, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $30
H Hell’s Belles, Belles 
Bent for Leather, Iron 
Dragon
El Corazón, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $10-$25

Hopvine New Year’s Eve 
Karaoke
Hopvine Pub, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm

Joe Judice
Fiddler’s Inn, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm

Kings of Cavalier, 
Nordus, Upwell, Crown 
Villains
Darrell’s Tavern, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm, $10

Let’s Ring in 2018 at 
Snoqualmie Casino
Snoqualmie Casino, Sun 
Dec 31, 10 pm, $20
H Manatee Commune
Neumos, Dec 30-31, 8 pm, 
$20-$30

Neon NYE
Nectar, Sun Dec 31, 8 pm, 
$25-$45

A New Year’s  
Celebration with Super 
Sonic Soul Pimps and 
Karmic Unrest
High Dive, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $15

New Year’s Eve 2017
Eden Seattle, Sun Dec 31, 
8 pm, free

New Year’s Eve 2017
Suite Lounge, Sun Dec 31, 
6 pm, $30-$1000

New Year’s Eve 2017: 
Brillz
Foundation, Sun Dec 31, 
10 pm, $35-$60

New Year’s Eve 2017: 
Walk on the Moon with 
DJ Neil Armstrong at 
The Nest
The Nest, Sun Dec 31,  
7 pm-1 am, $100

New Year’s Eve at the 
Anchor
Anchor Pub, Sun Dec 31,  
8 pm-2 am, free

New Year’s Eve at the 
Royal Room
The Royal Room, Sun  
Dec 31, 8 pm, $60

New Year’s Eve  
at Trinity
Trinity, Sun Dec 31, 8 pm, 
$20+

New Year’s Eve Bash
Old Pequliar, Sun Dec 31, 
9 pm, free

New Year’s Eve 
Extravaganza
Red Lounge, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $30

New Year’s Eve Gala
Havana, Sun Dec 31,  
8:30 pm, $35

New Year’s Eve Garbage 
Bash IV with Honcho 
Poncho, Sons of  
Rainier, and Chris Acker
Conor Byrne, Sun Dec 31, 
8 pm, $10/$15
H New Year’s Eve: 
Great Balls of Fire!
Benaroya Hall, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $56-$154
H A New Year’s Eve 
Soiree with  
Thunderpussy and 
Special Guests
Showbox, Sun Dec 31,  
10 pm, $29.50/$35

New Year’s Eve  
Tango Bash
Dance Underground, 
Sun Dec 31, 8 pm-2 am, 
$35-$45
H New Year’s Eve: The 
Flavr Blue (DJ Set)
Q Nightclub, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm-3 am, $35

New Years Eve with 
Afrocop
Vito’s Restaurant & 
Lounge, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm-1 am
H New Year’s Eve  
with BowieVision
Triple Door, Sun Dec 31,  
7 pm, 10:30 pm, $90/$125

Night Shift NYE 2017
The Pioneer Collective, 
Sun Dec 31, 9 pm,  
$35-$45

NYE 2017
Capitol Lounge, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm, $10

NYE 2017 with Erotic 
City Prince Tribute
Jazzbones, Tacoma, 
Sun Dec 31, 8:30 pm, 
$20-$50

NYE Bash with Dead 
Sonics, Hi Crime,  
New Felts
Skylark Cafe & Club, Sun 
Dec 31, 8 pm, $8
H NYE: Darqness vs. 
69/50
The Hillman City 
Collaboratory, Sun  
Dec 31, 10 pm-3 am, $10

NYE Masquerade 2017
Aston Manor, Sun Dec 31, 
9 pm-2 am, $40+

NYE Party with Tiffany 
Wilson and Screens
Seamonster Lounge, Sun 
Dec 31, 9 pm, $20
H NYE SNAP! ‘90s  
Dance Party
Lo-Fi Performance 
Gallery, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $25

NYE with The Hot 
McGandhis
Triple Door Musicquarium 
Lounge, Sun Dec 31,  
8:30 pm, free

Sallie Ford, Lonely 
Mountain Lovers,  
La Fonda
Sunset Tavern, Dec 30-31, 
9 pm, $15 
H Poncho Sanchez 
Latin Jazz Band
Jazz Alley, Dec 28-31,  
7:30 pm, 9:30 pm, $36.50
H Resolution
WaMu Theater, Fri  
Dec 29, 6:30 pm,  
$92-$167
H SHINE NYE
Kremwerk, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm, $45-$350

Smashing Flannel, The 
Aqua Nets, Princeology
Substation, Sun Dec 31,  
8 pm, $15

STA: Disorderly New 
Year with Reorder
The Underground, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm, $20-$35

STAGE Seattle New 
Year’s Eve 2017
STAGE Seattle, Sun  
Dec 31, 9 pm-2 am, $15+

H Stephanie Porter Quin-
tet New Year’s Eve Show
Tula’s, Sun Dec 31, 8 pm, 
$45

Success, Ol’ Doris,  
Kids on Fire, Good 
Touch, Boss Tanaka, 
The Drowns
The Kraken Bar & Lounge, 
Sun Dec 31, 8 pm, $10

Wilde Rover  
New Year’s Eve
Wilde Rover, Sun Dec 31, 
9 pm, $15

PERFORMANCE

Greg Romero Wilson
Comedy Underground, 
Sun Dec 31, 8 pm, 10 pm, 
$30/$50

Goodbye, 2017!  
An Open Mic
Open Books, Sun  
Dec 31, free
H La Petite Mort’s NYE 
Burlesque
The Conservatory, Sun 
Dec 31, 8 pm, $30

New Year’s Eve Comedy 
Classic featuring Steve 
Byrne, Gary Cannon & 
Corrine Fisher
Parlor Live Comedy Club 
Bellevue, Sun Dec 31,  
7:30 pm, 10 pm, $50/$60

New Year’s Eve 
Extravaganza
Jet City Improv, Sun  
Dec 31, 8 pm-2 am, $59

A New Year’s Affair
DoubleTree Suites, Sun  
Dec 31, 10 pm-3 am, $99
H Sin City NYE
Queer Bar, Sun Dec 31,  
8 pm, $20-$300

Teatro ZinZanni New 
Year’s Eve Celebration
Marymoor Park, Sun  
Dec 31, 8:30 pm,  
$199-$289
H Wonderland New 
Year’s Eve Celebration
Can Can, Sun Dec 31, 5:30, 
8, and 11 pm, $65-$155

FILM

H Moulin Rouge! 
New Year’s Eve Party 
Sing-Along
SIFF Cinema Uptown, Sun 
Dec 31, 6:30 pm, $20
H The Room NYE in 10D!
Central Cinema, Sun  
Dec 31, 8-10:30 pm, $15

Moisture Festival 
New Year’s Eve 
Extravaganza

JOHN CORNICELLOittostapas.com

Capitol Hill
601 Summit Ave

West Seattle
4160 California Ave SW

5 courses includes  
one champagne cocktail. 

$65 per person. Reservations encouraged. 

Regular tapas menu available. 

NYE Prix fixe menu

5501 Airport Way S.  ‘round back 
georgetownliquorcompany.com

New 
Year’s Eve

 2o17
LIVE MUSIC! NO COVER!

Generation Decline, 
Tricknology, 
Repudiate

10pm show - 21+

$2

TALLBOYS

Seattle's best view 
of the Space Needle 

& Fireworks

Champagne Toast
 at Midnight

Music by 
DJ Teddy Swagger 

BRIGHT LIGHTS, BIG CITY!
NEW YEAR'S EVE 2018

$15 • Starting at 8pm

757 Bellevue Ave. E. · 206.329.0454
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 SOUTH LAKE UNION:  901 Fairview Ave N Ste C100  •  206-739-5996

WWW.ELCHUPACABRASEATTLE.COM 

ALKI BEACH:  
2620 Alki Ave. SW  •  206-933-7344 

PHINNEY RIDGE:  
6711 Greenwood Ave. N  •  206-706-4889

Weekend Brunch! Sat & Sun, 11-3

HAPPY HOUR DAILY 4-6pm & 10pm-12am

PATIO!

Wanna watch the ‘Hawks? Alki & SLU have TVs
Hate TV? Come to Greenwood, NO TVs in sight!

Kitchen Open Late
Weekends til Midnight. 

Ring in 2018 
with a view of the 

fireworks at SLU & 
Alki locations!

Open New Year’s Day for 
Brunch! 11am-3pm 

at Alki & Greenwood 
locations

Glamorama!  
New Years Eve 2018

Seattle’s Coolest Party with 3 bands 
& DJ’s in two fun-themed rooms!

Club Sur
2901 1st Ave S. In SODO

TICKETS AT  
STRANGERTICKETS.COM

 THE SPYROGRAPHS
1960’s Pop Hits

Plus LUSHY
Modern lounge
& DJ VODKA  

TWIST!

PROM DATE
MIXTAPE
Ultimate  

80’s Band!

Dinner & show  
tickets available

* Buy before Dec 27th & save $10!
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K
atie Holden’s floating 
world (version 2) isn’t 
just a nice object, it’s 
a good idea. Crafted 
from subtle, material-

ly seductive wood and polymer 
clay, it’s a small wall-mounted 
sculpture designed to hold an 
iPhone above your head, so you 
can watch videos while lying 
down without making your 
arms tired.

Across the room, Julia 
Heineccius’s Tree of Wifi is a 
solid sheet of brass cut out to 
form tabs that hold individual 
pieces of fruit in ways that are 
both aesthetically pleasing and 
near comical. (The fruits them-
selves were purchased from the 
internet—if you buy the piece, 
yours will come with fresh web-
sourced fruit.)

Both of these objects look 
more like something you might 
find in a high-end design shop than in an art 
gallery, but that’s the point. They’re part of 
Tech Support, an exhibition that sets out, 
according to curator Colleen RJC Bratton, 
to “test whether commerce would improve 
with artworks marketed toward the wealthy 
tech community in the city.” She has creat-
ed a website complete with a point-of-sale 
(techsupportworks.com/shop), so visitors 

can interact with the digital version of the 
show—and buy the art—onsite and remotely.

Not everything in the exhibition 
falls under the umbrella of function-
al design. Forrest Perrine’s Flashing 
Light is a sped-up supercut of the 
highest-grossing films released each year 
from 1915 to 2015 projected onto an asym-
metrical slab of marble. Christian Schmit’s 

The Analog Kid is a low-tech wonderland of 
meticulously crafted cardboard miniatures. 

And Jason Hirata’s security is a 
combination key safe that contains 
his own ticket stub from seeing the 
Andrew Wyeth exhibition at SAM, 

providing a patron with the opportunity 
to purchase a functional object for what it 
actually cost, plus a working artist’s admis-

sion to a pricey museum show.
Depending on your feelings 

toward Seattle’s affluent new-
comers, the idea of marketing 
an art show to them might seem 
a bit like selling out. But in a city 
where rents are skyrocketing 
like Bitcoin, the survival of  
local art depends in no small 
part on the degree to which 
galleries and artists are able to 
secure revenue streams from 
the tech monoculture.

The marriage of art and tech 
is also a natural fit, according 
to artist Francisco Guerrero, 
whose contribution to Tech 
Support is a flashy chandelier 
made from colored LED strips, 
zip ties, and plastic fish traps. 
“The nexus of the arts and tech 
community in Seattle should be 
more obvious,” he says. “Both 
communities use design as 
their vocabulary of interaction.”

Bratton agrees there are affinities be-
tween the tech and art scenes that have 
been overlooked. “Both communities are 
trying to use creative problem solving to do 
their jobs,” she says. “We both have tools 
that the other community could utilize. 
Aside from selling the works, I would con-
sider the show to be a success if it helped 
start that dialogue.” ■

Come Together
Tech Support looks to connect art and tech.

BY EMILY POTHAST

TECH SUPPORT
SOIL Gallery

Through Dec 30

Katie Holden’s sculpture is designed to hold an iPhone so you can watch while lying in bed.

Top Picks
CLOSING SAT DEC 23

Wong Ping: ‘Who’s the Daddy’
You have just a few days left to enter Hong Kong art-
ist Wong Ping’s twisted, cutesy mind, which might 

feel something like taking mushrooms and watching 
porn with a shy cartoon character invented by a 
perverted robot. His digital animations tell offbeat 
stories of fatherhood, social conscience, sex, and 
internet dating with garish, trippy colors and char-
acters made of agglomerations of simple shapes. 
In this installation, the videos will be screened in a 
low-ceilinged room full of “baby dolls wearing VR 
headsets” and fetus figures in cereal. Welcome to 

Wong Ping’s genuinely transgressive future, where 
images of sex, birth, and technology churn together 
Cronenberg-style and innocence dies in childhood, 
but childhood lasts decades. (Interstitial, Sat, free.) 
JOULE ZELMAN

CLOSING THURS DEC 28

Yadesa Bojia: ‘Truth Be Told’
Yadesa Bojia, originally from Ethiopia, became an 
artist when he moved to Seattle and created the 
winning design for the African Union flag. In this 

new show, Bojia applies his figurative and symbolic 
skills to portraits of African Americans: Local black 
activists, artists, writers, and professionals are 
painted in “mug shots.” (One of them is Charles 
Mudede, The Stranger’s film editor.) Instead of a 
name plate, each holds a placard with a descrip-
tion of their family relationship, profession, and 
passion—”mother,” “father,” “artist,” “activist,” “hu-
manitarian.” Alongside this gallery of black citizen 
self-assertion, which subverts the visual trappings 
of criminality and punishment, Bojia has juxtaposed 
a more expressionist series. There are figures gath-
ered against abstract, vividly colored backgrounds 
and silhouettes protesting in front of enflamed 
cities. A saintlike person clothed in orange and 
yellow spreads their arms in an image crisscrossed 
like stained glass. Bojia seems to encompass the 
civic and the spiritual to reveal black humanity and 
resilience in the face of persecution. (A/NT Gallery, 
Tues–Sun, free.) JOULE ZELMAN

CLOSING SAT DEC 30

‘Everyone’s $50’
For the past three years, the Alice has invited 
everyone to participate in its December art exhi-
bition, whether or not they consider themselves 
“artists.” This year’s take on the annual tradition 
includes exactly 100 works priced at $50 each. 

Wong Ping

EXHIBITION DOCUMENTATION BY JOE FREEMAN AND PROVIDED COURTESY OF INTERSTITIAL

JAY TAYLOR



THE STRANGER     DECEMBER 20, 2017    35Art     

Art

It’s a beautifully hung show, with art by C.M. 
Ruiz, Brandon Vosika, Nadia Ahmed, Travis Ritter, 
Yabsira Alemeshet Wolde, Alex Kang, Khadija Ann 
Tarver, Phillipe Hyojung Kim, and many more (92 
to be exact). All proceeds are split 50/50 between 
the artist and the gallery, which means that not 
only is it a great place to find affordable art for gift-
ing, it’s a nice way to support both artists and one 
of the smartest, most forward-thinking galleries in 
town. (The Alice, Sat, free.) EMILY POTHAST

Julie Alpert and Andy Arkley: 
‘Desert Daze’

The husband-and-wife team of Julie Alpert and 
Andy Arkley collaborates on installations that mix 
pools and splashes of bright colors, icons, pat-
terns, found objects, and trompe l’oeil sculpture. 
In Desert Daze, originally crafted at the Roswell 
Artist in Residence Program, cardboard tapestries 
and paper shapes are plastered to the walls or 
suspended in the air, so that shadow, string, and 
empty space add to the visual play. Art is not just 
an object to be contemplated but an invitation 
to let your curiosity lead you through countless 
possible trajectories. (Bridge Productions, Thurs 
and Sat, free.) JOULE ZELMAN

CLOSING SUN DEC 31

Hana Hamplová:  
‘Meditations on Paper’
Bohumil Hrabal’s novella Too Loud a Solitude, about 
a paper crusher who saves morsels of the books he 
must destroy, was published in samizdat form in 
repressive 1970s communist Czechoslovakia. The 
photographer Hana Hamplová was chosen to take 
the cover photo, and she explored the recycling 
centers of Prague as she sought the perfect image. 
These delicate photographs, hanging at the Frye until 
December 31, investigate the physical properties 
of paper—some pages curve like canyons, others 
lie bound in striated rows or are caught in the first 
stages of disintegration. They’re cheap, flimsy, and 
easy to discard, but consider that you can still bear 
witness to long-destroyed paper in images for a 1976 
book written under an oppressive regime. Manu-
scripts may burn, but culture is harder to kill. (Frye 
Art Museum, Tues–Sun, free.) JOULE ZELMAN

CLOSING SAT JAN 6

Julia Freeman:  
‘The Will to Synchronize’
A multimedia artist, curator, and educator, 
Julia Freeman examines the changing nature of 
communication in an age where our connections 
with other people have increasingly moved online 
into controlled, surveilled spaces. Her latest solo 
exhibition started with questions: “What object, 
memory, ritual, or dream provides you solace?” 
“What does it look like, smell like, and feel like?” 
“What is it made of?” These questions were 
posed to 65 people, who answered in the form 
of recorded sentences. These recordings were 
turned into sound waves, which Freeman lovingly 
transformed into 3-D objects by hand on a lathe, 
lending them a tender physicality. (METHOD, Fri–
Sat, free.) EMILY POTHAST

MUSEUMS

Andrew Wyeth:  
In Retrospect
Seattle Art Museum, 
Wed–Sun, $24.95, 
through Jan 15

Manuel Álvarez Bravo: 
Mexico’s Poet of Light
Frye Art Museum, Tues–
Sun, free, through Dec 31

Mike Kelley: Day Is Done
Frye Art Museum, Tues–
Sun, free, through Dec 31

Selections from the 
Anne Gould Hauberg 
Collection
Tacoma Art Museum, Tues–
Sun, $15, through Dec 31

GALLERIES

Amanda Manitach: Dirty
Winston Wachter Fine Art, 
Mon–Sat, free, through 
Jan 10

Carina del Rosario: 
Passports Series
M. Rosetta Hunter Art 
Gallery, Jan 2–Feb 1, 
Mon–Fri, free

Casey McGlynn: Look 
Through My Things, 
Figure Me Out
Foster/White Gallery, 
Tues–Sat, free, through 
Dec 23

Luminous: New Work by 
Marcio Diaz and Elaine 
Hanowell
ArtXchange, Tues–Sat, 
free, through Jan 2

David Byrd and Michael 
Dailey
Greg Kucera Gallery, Tues–
Sat, free, through Dec 23

Dirk Staschke: Perfection 
of Happenstance
Winston Wachter Fine Art, 
Mon–Sat, free, through 
Jan 10

Forever 22+
Specialist, Sat–Sun, free, 
through Dec 30

Fred Birchman and 
Kathy Gore Fuss
Prographica / KDR, Tues–
Sat, free, through Dec 22

Gazelle Samizay: My 
shadow is a word writ-
ing itself across time
4Culture Storefront 
Arcade, Mon–Fri, through 
Dec 31

Harry Goldstrom: 
Twenty Five Years: A 
Photographic Land-
scape Retrospective
ArtsWest, Thurs–Sat, free, 
through Jan 2

Holiday Mini Art Exhibit
Ghost Gallery, Tues–Sun, 
free, through Jan 7

International Wood 
Engraving Invitational
Davidson Galleries, Tues–
Sat, through Dec 30

Kat Larson
Hoedemaker Pfeiffer 
Gallery, Mon–Fri, free, 
through Dec 31

Talisman & Entelechy
Mortlake & Company, 
Fri–Mon, free, through 
Dec 30

A Touch of Light
A/NT Gallery, Tues–Sun, 
free, through Dec 28

Walter Quirt: A Science 
of Life
Frederick Holmes and 
Company, Tues–Sun, free, 
through Dec 31

Early Warnings
FRANCISCO GUERRERO: LOAVES AND FISHES 4Culture Gallery, Jan 4–25, free

GHOST GALLERY RETROSPECTIVE Ghost Gallery, Jan 11–28, free

FIGURING HISTORY: ROBERT COLESCOTT, KERRY JAMES MARSHALL, MICKALENE THOMAS  
Seattle Art Museum, Feb 15–May 13, $25

Short 
List

Karate 101 
8 weeks for $99

Starting  January 18th

Two months of Karate and practical 
self-defense training for women

Hate Free Zone
1426 S. Jackson • 206-325-3878

FeministKarateUnion.org

Seattle & Portland's Edgiest 

Underground Performance Artists

PERFORMANCES BY:

Vector Vervain ✥ Delilah

La Petite Mort ✥ Magi

Direwolf Omega

Maureen ✥ Sage ✥ Medea

Sony Voodoo ✥ Lucy Furious

Mahashefot ✥ Diva Le Deviant

JANUARY 13TH 2018,  9:30PM
THE JEWELBOX THEATER
SECOND & BELL (INSIDE THE RENDEZVOUS) -- SEATTLE 
BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM - SATANIC PANIC THEATER

SATANICPANICTHEATER.COM

Music, Visual & Performance 

Art of the Forbidden

FEATURING MUSICAL GUEST

Strap On Halo
MASTER OF CEREMONY - JACKIE HELL

VIP CHAMPAGNE SEATING 

ANTON LAVEY & HIS SATANIC WITCHES

Dark Fusion Theater Productions 
presents
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Top Picks
CLOSING SAT DEC 23

‘The Fig Tree Waltzes’
Acrobatic Conundrum trades the cheeseball 
spectacle of circus arts for the more expressive 

vocabulary of modern dance without sacrificing 
the athletic rigor associated with the form. The Fig 
Tree Waltzes stars Jimmy Ortiz Chinchilla of Costa 
Rica, who’s known for breaking up his rhythmic, 
meditative choreography with moments of wry 
humor and inflections of salsa and merengue, 
though I wouldn’t be surprised to see some arbore-
al ballroom steps in this production. (12th Avenue 
Arts, Thurs–Mon, $24–$100.) RICH SMITH

DEC 21–23

‘Betty & Cookie’s  
Not-So-Silent Night’
Over the past year, Betty Wetter has joined the 
ranks of Seattle’s hardest-working drag queens. 
She hosts trivia nights. She hosts (our) porn 
screenings. She performs traditional numbers at 
R Place, but also weird shit at Kremwerk. Now, 
with Betty & Cookie’s Not-So-Silent Night, Wetter 
can add a holiday show to her laundry list of 2017 
accomplishments. She describes the show as 
the plot of a Law & Order SVU episode, although 
that seems to be a ruse. Fortunately, Cookie 
Couture joins Wetter (as does Butylene O’Kipple, 
Old Witch, Americano, and Steven Palin), and 
Couture claims the show will be campy lip-synchs 
and eggnog-infused hilarity. (Kremwerk, 8 pm, 
$10/$15.) CHASE BURNS

DEC 22–24

‘Sugar Plum Gary’
A misanthropic disposition combined with a 
strong satanist worldview distinguishes Sugar 
Plum Gary from other yuletide figures. Every year 

around this time, “somewhat beloved storyteller 
and comedian Emmett Montgomery” slips into a 
red onesie and takes the stage to give audience 
members completely unsolicited advice on how 
to best navigate the season, and it’s often pretty 
funny if you’re into dark, absurd humor. What’s 
his favorite holiday decorating tip? In an interview 
with City Arts’ Brett Hamil, Sugar Plum Gary gives 
his answer:  “Find a dark place and put myself in 
a corner and wait,” he says, with a creepy uncle 
grin. Merry Christmas. (18th & Union, $10–$20.) 
RICH SMITH

SAT DEC 23

Blood Squad: ‘He Sees You When 
You’re Sleeping’
Blood Squad is an improv group that’s been 
around for a decade. You give them a title, and they 
improvise an entire horror/sci-fi/noir flick on the 
fly: “No blood, no props, no costumes, no mercy.” 
Their holiday shows are hilarious, and perennial 
Christmas creepers like Santa, Krampus, and 
those weird fucking elves seem like newly ripe 
sources of horror (if not humor) in the post-Wein-
stein era. (Annex Theatre, $12.) RICH SMITH

Boobs, Butts, and Beignets
The Can Can’s Wonderland burlesque is performed  

in what feels like an underground speakeasy.
BY CHASE BURNS

I 
was told by a publicist 
that even the beignets are 
“naughty.” Yes, the beignets. 
Apparently, sugary dough 
can be a tease at a cabaret 

and burlesque show. As I walked 
to the Can Can’s popular winter 
show, Wonderland, I wondered: 
How can anything be sexy when 
everything is sexy? I was deter-
mined to find out.

Located underneath one of 
Seattle’s busiest corners, near 

the Public Mar-
ket Center sign, 
the Can Can 
feels like a rel-
ic of Seattle’s 

past. At least one mom near my 
table whispered, “It’s like one of 
those speakeasies,” and I’d be ly-
ing if I said I didn’t have the same 
thought. The venue’s vibe is laid 
on thick—exposed overhead 
wood, dark furniture, brothel 
lighting. Waiters sneak in and out 
of impossibly tiny aisles to take 
patrons’ absinthe orders. It’s the perfect tour-
ist trap—totally manufactured, but a distant 
relative could visit and be able to confidently 
say, “This is so Seattle.”

Wonderland is divided into three short 
acts that make up a brisk 90-minute show. 
Hosted by the exceedingly charismatic 
JonnyBoy (Jonathan Betchtel), each act 

gets progressively naughtier, although the 
most scandalous thing an audience mem-
ber sees is a jock-strapped ass and bare tits 
covered by pasties. The show has danger, 
but it’s found in the cancan lines that occur 
mere feet from audience members’ dinner 
salads. During the third act, JonnyBoy and 
Fair Elise (Elise Landles) perform an athlet-

ic duet that—when I saw it—nearly knocked 
over a birthday girl’s wine glass. But it didn’t. 
Everyone whooped.

The Can Can’s value comes from its per-
formers. Suga Shay (Shay Jenkins) has a 
standout solo involving a chiffon cloak and a 
hidden backstage fan. It’s ethereal and pure 
stage magic. It’s also very reminiscent of Kate 

Bush’s “Babooshka” music video. 
Another notable number comes 
from Le Minx (Fiona Pepe), when 
she mixes burlesque and aerial 
arts to a Beyoncé and Andre 3000 
cover of Amy Winehouse’s “Back 
to Black.” Le Minx is a performer 
who possesses the unique ability 
to let the audience in on only 20 
percent of what she’s feeling. The 
rest is a mystery. (This is the rea-
son people love Nicole Kidman.)

One peculiar part of Wonder-
land is the treatment of its fifth 
performer, Joell (Joel Domeni-
co). Joell is the gay counterpart to 
mom eye-candy JonnyBoy. While 
JonnyBoy and the three female 
performers are sexualized in 
serious ways, Joell is sexualized 
mostly for laughs. Homosexuality 
is a prop, which is probably more 
reflective of the very straight au-
dience than any homophobia on 
the producers’ part. But it didn’t 
really bother me, because cabaret 
is on the whole pretty gay.

As my boyfriend and I left the Can Can, 
I asked him if he liked the beignets. He re-
cently moved to Seattle from New Orleans, 
so he would be a good judge. “Oh my god,” 
he said. “They were better than Cafe du 
Monde.” A high compliment. But were they 
naughty? He frowned. “Only white people 
call food naughty.” ■

Performance

WONDERLAND
Can Can
Through Jan 28
$35–$95

Suga Shay’s standout solo involves a chiffon cloak and a hidden backstage fan.
BRUCE DUGDALE

BENJAMIN BUREN

The Fig Tree Waltzes
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DEC 29–30

Coco Montrese
Coco Montrese is a lip-synch assassin. But don’t 
be fooled, she didn’t catapult into the RuPaul’s 
Drag Race Hall of Fame because of her agile lips. 
She’s famous because she “stole” the Miss Gay 
America 2010 crown from Alyssa Edwards. It’s 
the stuff of Showgirls and is delightfully catty. 
Montrese is booked for three 
nights at the controversial 
new gay bar Queer/Bar over 
New Year’s. You should go, 
but you should absolutely 
NOT pay $500 for the VIP 
“premier” table for four 
at the Sin City NYE 
Party (where she’ll 
perform along 
with other 
Drag Race 
stars). Only 
straight peo-
ple deserve 
to pay that 
much for 
drag—and, 
straight-
ies, that 

money is better spent on local talent. (Queer/Bar, 
$15–$25+.) CHASE BURNS

SAT DEC 30

MarchFourth, the Fungineers, 
DJ CobraWolfShark
The vivacious, extravagantly bizarre MarchFourth 
is a performance troupe that hails from Portland 
and features 15 or so members that encompass a 
full band (bassist, guitarist, percussion corps, brass 
section) along with fi re-eaters, stilt walkers, bur-
lesque dancers, and acrobats. Clad in bedazzled, re-
purposed marching-band-themed costumes given 
a burlesque-meets-vaudeville-meets-circus-tent 

twist (think lots of black-and-white stripes, gold 
buttons and sequins, feathers, and flamboyant 

head pieces), MarchFourth delivers a high-spir-
ited, intoxicating mix of indulgent theatrics 
and musical mastery, their sound dousing 
New Orleans–style marching band brass with 

elements of hard rock, funk, gypsy jazz, Afrobeat, 
and even some Latin music. All together, it makes 
for one wildly eclectic stage show that is far from 
novelty and defi nitely worth checking out. (Nectar, 
9 pm, $20/$25.) LEILANI POLK

ArtsWest Holiday 
Cast Party
ArtsWest, Fri–Sun, 
$17–$99, through Dec 23

The Book of Mormon
Paramount Theatre, 
Jan 2–14, Tues–Sun, 
$35–$150

Building the Wall
12th Avenue Arts, Mon 
and Thurs–Sat, 8 pm, free, 
through Dec 23

A Christmas Carol
ACT Theatre, Tues–Sun, 
$32–$110, through 
Dec 28

Dina Martina 
Christmas Show
Re-bar, Tues–Sun, $25, 
through Dec 31

A Drag Queen 
Christmas
Moore Theatre, Fri Dec 29, 
8 pm, $21–$38

The Gay Uncle’s 
Journey Through the 
Valley of the Dolls
Rendezvous, Dec 29–30, 
7 pm, $10

George Balanchine’s 
The Nutcracker
McCaw Hall, $29–$190, 
through Dec 28

Homo for the Holidays
Oddfellows West Hall, 
$25–$200, through 
Dec 30

Howl’s Moving Castle
Book-It Repertory Theatre, 
Wed–Sun, $15–$50, 
through Dec 30

Irving Berlin’s Holiday Inn
The 5th Avenue Theatre, 
$34–$185, through Dec 31

Land of the Sweets: The 
Burlesque Nutcracker
Triple Door, $45–$70, 
through Dec 28

Snowflakes
ACT Theatre, Fri Dec 29, 
7:30 pm, $25

Short List

Early Warnings
SOLOMON GEORGIO  Parlor Live Comedy Club, Thurs Jan 11, 7:30 pm, $25/$30

STRAIGHT WHITE MEN  Washington Ensemble Theatre at 12th Avenue Arts, Jan 12–29, $25

TWO TRAINS RUNNING  Seattle Repertory Theatre, Jan 12–Feb 11, $25–$75

LEWIS BLACK  Moore Theatre, Sat Jan 20, 8 pm, $33

ADAM SANDLER & FRIENDS  Benaroya Hall, Mon Jan 22, 7:30 pm, $98–$253

MarchFourth

ANDREW WYATT

SCOTTY KIRBY
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The Meat Grindr
Inside/Out is a raw book about 

interracial gay love gone wrong.
BY CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

“I 
haven’t yet read much about how 
two boys can love and hate and 
abuse each other. Kiss deep while 
all the while kicking each other 
in the shins,” Joseph Osmundson 

writes in his plaintive, fragmented, and very 
dirty mini-memoir Inside/Out.

The book reads more like 
nonfiction poetry than mem-
oir (some chapters are only 
five words long, and none are longer than 
three pages), but it depicts the true story of a 
poor white guy from Washington State (the 
narrator) and his obsession with Tariq, a black 
guy from a middle-class family (“beautiful, tall, 
easy, charming, stylish”) who he dates and 
fucks and fights with in New York City.

Here’s a representative paragraph:

I wouldn’t let him fuck me raw again after 
I found out that he had cheated. He wanted 
us both to get on Truvada so that he could 
fuck me without a condom, since I couldn’t 
trust him not to lie, to cheat. I swallowed 
that massive blue pill for a week, and he 
did for a month, but then we fought and 
ended up not fucking at all. And by that 
point I was tired of being pressured to get 
fucked raw. And at that point, he was tired 
of my moralizing and talking all the time. 
At that point, no pill could bring us back.

I agree with the narrator—rarely have I read 
books about relationships like this one. But 

its form is familiar. As Alexander Chee says in 
a blurb on the back, “Inside/Out is like if Mag-
gie Nelson had written Bluets about fucking 
men.” Not only is the book a structural homage 
to Bluets, Nelson is one of the many artists ref-
erenced (reverenced, really) in the text, along 

with Diana Ross, Paul Monette, 
Anne Carson, Wayne Koesten-
baum, and Susan Sontag.

At times, it feels like the 
book is straining to have something to say. 
“Abuse” is a big word for mismatched sex-
ual desires; the narrator wants monogamy, 
the other guy doesn’t, and “abuse” is the au-
thor’s go-to word for describing this dynam-
ic. (You could say he almost abuses it.) This 
exaggeration has an earnest, millennial, per-
sonal-truth quality to it, though the relation-
ship does have its poignant paradoxes: “He 
couldn’t see me, this boy who took his dick 
and sometimes others, as someone whom he 
also loved and cared for,” the narrator writes. 
“He needed both, and knew they couldn’t both 
exist in one person, not for him.”

There are also Grindr chats, “redacted” 
images (with footnotes describing what 
you would be able to see if you could see the 
image), confessional gross-outs (a rimming 
scene gone wrong), and other evocative trac-
es of the digital present. Tariq, for instance, 
has a Spotify playlist for fucking, and a taste 
for the narrator’s chipotle/maple butternut 
squash. Not to worry, the recipe is included. 
That might be the gayest thing in the book. ■

JOSEPH OSMUNDSON
Fri Dec 22, University Book Store, 

7 pm, free

TED ELY

Lake Forest Park
ravenna
seward Park
www.thirdplacebooks.com

Tickets are on 
sale now. Join us in a 

neighborhood near you. 

WWW.TOWNHALLSEATTLE.ORG

(1/9) Town Hall Seattle and 
Washington Physicians for 

Social Responsibility present
Daniel Ellsberg 

with Daniel Bessner
The Doomsday Machine

University Temple Church

(1/13) Town Hall Seattle and 
Phinney Neighborhood 

Association present
Saturday Family Concerts:

Johnaye Kendrick
Phinney Center

(1/16) Town Hall and 
Seattle University present

Frances McCue 
with Cary Moon
Timber Curtain

Pigott Auditorium at Seattle University

(1/18) Denise Fairchild
Energy Democracy: 
Advancing Equity in 

Clean Energy Solutions
The Summit on Pike

(1/22) Town Hall and 
Westside School present

Sara Zaske
The German Art of 

Raising Self-Reliant Children
Westside School

(1/25) Town Hall and 
Seattle University present

Charles Mann
The Wizard and the Prophet

Pigott Auditorium at Seattle University

(1/27) Mozart Birthday Toast
The Royal Room

(1/29) David Cay Johnston
It’s Even Worse Than You 
Think: What the Trump 
Administration Is Doing 

to America
The Summit on Pike

http://www.thirdplacebooks.com
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Top Picks
THURS DEC 21

Seattle Obscura Society: The 
Life and Death of Stars
Do you know where you come from? The stars. As 
the famous theoretical physicist Lawrence Krauss 
once said, the stars are exactly like Jesus: They lived 
and died for you. The secret of your body and mind 
is found in the main sequence that occurs in the 
heart of stars. The main sequence is the formation 
of heavier and heavier elements by nuclear fusion. 
When this sequence reaches iron, the star can’t 
take it anymore and explodes into something like 
nothing else. New, heavier elements are fused in this 
explosion, which we call a supernova. These heavy 
elements form clouds, and parts of these clouds 
collapse into new stars and planets. On one of these 
planets, the heavy elements leaped from normal 
matter into matter that behaves bizarrely. This micro-
scopic life mixed and complexified into larger cells. 
These large cells, called eukaryotes, became the 
communities of beings we call animals. One of these 
animals evolved a brain that can see and record and 
discuss the life and death of stars. (Henry Art Gallery, 
7 pm, $20.) CHARLES MUDEDE

WED DEC 27

Science in the City: 
Undiscovered America
Earlier this month, the president shrank the size of 
two national monuments in Utah by more than a 
million acres. In the eyes of Republicans and the  
fossil-fuel industry, Bears Ears and Grand Staircase–
Escalante are not sites of natural wonder, sacred 
burial, and archeological discovery, but rather treasure 
chests waiting to be plundered and transformed into 
emissions and their own retirement plans. At this lec-
ture, landscape photographer Zack Frank will present 
his gorgeous photo series of lesser-known national 
monuments and parks that are also vulnerable to the 
whims of the current administration. He’ll be around 
after the talk to answer any of your questions about 
the threat to public lands in the coming years. 
(Pacific Science Center, 7 pm, $5.) RICH SMITH

WED JAN 3

Silent Reading Party
The silent-reading party turns nine years old in 2018. 
For almost a decade, people have been gathering in 
the Fireside Room of the Sorrento Hotel to escape 

the distractions of the city, and the distractions of 
their cell phones, to read silently to themselves in 
overstuffed chairs or couches in front of the fire 
while waiters bring them things and Paul Moore 
plays exquisite piano. It’s an odd phenomenon—
nothing happens—but it’s as popular as ever. At last 
month’s party, there was a line out the door. Get 
there at least an hour early for prime seating. (Hotel 
Sorrento, 6 pm, free.) CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

THURS JAN 4

Anastacia-Reneé:  
‘Answer(Me)’ Book Launch
Seattle’s civic poet celebrates the launch of her third 
collection of poetry this year, Answer(Me), inside 
the glorious tree house that is Third Place Books in 
Seward Park. When I last spoke to Anastacia-Reneé 
about the book, she described it as lyrical lesbian 
erotica. “But I won’t let them put it on that shelf,” 
she said. “I feel like a man and a woman can both go 
home with a hard-on from this book.” Being essen-
tially dead inside, I can neither confirm nor deny this 
speculation. But her books this year evince the poet’s 
incredible range, from the incisive commentary on 
black womanhood and the limitations of activism in 
(v.), to the poly-vocal exploration of trauma in Forget 
It, to Answer(Me)’s queer love hymns. (Third Place 
Books Seward Park, 7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH

NOTIS: Literary  
Translation Feedback 
Forum
Folio: The Seattle 
Athenaeum, Thurs Dec 21, 
5:30–7:30 pm, $5

Science in the 
City: The Future of 
Transportation
Pacific Science Center, 
Tues Jan 2, 7 pm, $5

Seattle7Writers’ Book 
Club with Garth Stein 
Reading ‘The Mothers’
Third Place Books Seward 
Park, Wed Dec 27, 7 pm, free

Early Warnings
DAVID SEDARIS “WORKSHOP” READINGS 
Broadway Performance Hall, Jan 5–11, 7 pm, $50

STEPHEN TOBOLOWSKY Stroum Jewish 
Community Center, Sun Jan 7, 4 pm, $20–$35

DANIEL ELLSBERG WITH DANIEL BESSNER 
University Temple United Methodist Church, Tues  
Jan 9, 7:30 pm, $5

JESMYN WARD Benaroya Hall, Wed Jan 17,  
7:30 pm, $20–$80

Short 
List

Undiscovered 
America

ZACK FRANK
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3–6 PM DAILY
★★★★★★

SOUTHPAWPIZZA.COM926 12TH AVE

Br�ght to y� by

FREE SOFT SERVE
*

*WITH ANY PURCHASE

SLICES+SALADS
THURSDAY 12/21

CAPITOL HILL HOLIDAY 
PARTY FT. TILSON

OC NOTES + SEAN CEE

SATURDAY 12/23

HYPHY
BAY AREA HIP HOP DANCE NIGHT

THURSDAY 12/28

TOMO NAKAYAMA
BRIANA MARELA + HUNTER  

GATHER + LORI GOLDSTON (DUO 
WITH CHRISTOPHER ICASIANO)

FRIDAY 12/29

GRACE LOVE
THE GET AHEAD + CARLENE CRAW-

FORD BAND + DJ INDICA JONES

SATURDAY 12/30

MANATEE COMMUNE
BAYONNE + OTIENO TERRY + 

BUILDSTRONG DJS 

SUNDAY 12/31

MANATEE COMMUNE
BAYONNE + PARISALEXA +  

BUILDSTRONG DJS 

THURSDAY 1/4

TAYLOR SWIFT  
VS. KATY PERRY 

A DJ DANCE NIGHT

THURSDAY 1/11

1ST ANNUAL ANDY KING 
DRUM MARATHON

TRASH FIRE + SYMPTOM OF THE UNI-
VERSE + READER + MIRROR FERRARI

THURSDAY 1/18

NACHO PICASSO
FRIDAY 1/19

AYO DOT & THE UPPER-
CUTS + NICK WEAVER

POWER LACES

SATURDAY 1/20

SAM LACHOW
TUESDAY 1/23

YUNG LEAN & SAD BOYS

SATURDAY 12/23

SEBASTIAN &  
THE DEEP BLUE
TANGO ALPHA TANGO

FRIDAY 12/29

LINDSTROM & THE LIMIT
RAPGHO$T + ELENA LOPER

SATURDAY 12/30

BEARAXE
RAZOR CLAM + CROOKED NEIGHBORS

SUNDAY 12/31

HEY NOW! NEW YEARS 
EVE EDITION!

PLAYING ALL YOUR GUILTY  
PLEASURES & ONE HIT WONDERS

THURSDAY 1/4

DONORMAAL
NORDRA + NIGHTSPACE + RAVEN  

+ ASTRO KING PHOENIX

SATURDAY 1/6

THE REQUISITE
WAKING THINGS + JOYFIELD

SATURDAY 1/13

KYLIE NELSON
MONDAY 1/15

SLØTFACE
WEDNESDAY 1/17

EMILY WELLS
LIKE A VILLAIN

FRIDAY 1/19

PF LIARS
BIDDADAT + LA FONDA

SATURDAY 1/20

THE MYNABIRDS
LENORE.

TUESDAY 1/23

CIRCUIT DES YEUX
WEDNESDAY 1/24

WAFIA
JAIRA BURNS
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Top Picks
DEC 20–22

Pedro the Lion, Advance Base
  ROCK/POP    Given his consistently stark narratives 
and melancholic melodies, David Bazan’s solo 
career really just seemed like a continuation of 
Pedro the Lion’s patient and sparse songwriting. 
Bazan’s recent textural explorations, initiated by 
the synth-driven Headphones project, were pos-
sibly too much of a deviation for a single moniker, 
though it’s tough to believe that indie-rock fans 
in the post-Kid A world would get upset about a 
few keyboards. So the return of the Pedro the Lion 

means hearing some long-retired classics, though 
anyone who loved records like Control shouldn’t 
have felt deprived of Bazan’s stark baritone over 
the last decade. (Tractor Tavern, 8 pm, sold out.) 
BRIAN COOK

THURS DEC 21

The Golden Road Performs 'Live 
Dead '69 & Aoxomoxoa' with 
Electric Circus
  BLUES/COUNTRY/FOLK   The headiest Grateful 
Dead fans often recommend that novices start 
with Live/Dead as an intro to the transcendent 
splendors of the San Francisco band’s unwieldy 
catalog. Indeed, that LP was my gateway drug 
into the Dead, and it greased my path into Jerry 
Garcia and company’s extemporaneous exercises 
in lysergic-rock ascension. Believe the hyper-
bole about Live/Dead’s peak, “Dark Star.” As for 
Aoxomoxoa, just saying the title is a psychedelic 
experience. Hearing some of Seattle’s most skillful 
and enlightened musicians interpret its skewed 
Americana and floppy-limbed rock live should 
be jaw-dropping—especially the form-shattering 
nightmare of “What’s Become of the Baby.” (Nec-
tar, 8 pm, $15/$20.) DAVE SEGAL

Sue Ann Harkey, Blessed Blood, 
Jason McGill
  ELECTRONIC    In 1989, guitarist/composer Sue 
Ann Harkey released The Ancient Past and the 
Ancient Future Are Both Seconds Away on a tiny 
indie label. Not many people heard it upon initial 
release, including me. Twenty-eight years later, I 
bought a used copy of it because the cover looked 
interesting and it featured avant-garde Seattle 
trumpeter Lesli Dalaba. Turns out, The Ancient 
Past is a masterpiece of politically astute art songs 
(sung in the deep range of Annette Peacock and 
Dagmar Krause), minimalist composition, and 

unconventional tone exploration. Beside working 
in Seattle’s tech industry for many years, Harkey’s 
created much interesting music since cutting that 
under-recognized landmark, often in collaboration 
with English electronic musician Alexander Dea-
con. Don’t miss this rare concert by an overlooked 
genius. (Chapel Performance Space, 8 pm, all 
ages, $5-$15.) DAVE SEGAL

ZXC, Rene Najera, Dravier,  
DJ Houseplants
  ELECTRONIC    Tonight, Seattle producer Zachary 
Croft (aka ZXC) celebrates the release of his Jungle 

R
eal talk—this might be the last New 
Year’s Eve we’re ever going to have. A 
quick look at the news fills one with 
a keen sense of apocalyptic anxiety. 
Irrational and greedy politicians who 

suck at diplomacy in positions of power; the 
nuclear football in Trump’s tiny, inept hands; 
lethal climate change; religious intolerance; 
the death of “truth”; and music-streaming ser-
vices’ gross avarice are all signaling end times.

Faced with this grim scenario, people can’t 
help feeling like an ultimate decadent New 

Year’s Eve experience is 
in order. Set aside your 
smug (if accurate) “it’s 
amateur night” disdain 
for the last entertain-
ment opportunity of 
the annum, and submit 

to the temptation to damn the torpedoes and 
rock out with your dignity in the dumpster. 
This is a job for Thunderpussy.

These four Seattle women—Molly Sides 
(vocals), Whitney Petty (guitar), Leah Julius 
(bass), and Ruby Dunphy (drums)—make 
rock music that’s built for IDGAF id-liberat-
ing. Thunderpussy’s songs make a beeline for 
your lizard brain and then impel you to bang 
the container in which said lizard brain sits. 
In this regard, they resemble the lubricious 
ruggedness of AC/DC, Led Zeppelin at their 
raunchiest, and the Runaways. No, it’s not 
innovative, but Thunderpussy’s hard rock 

slams with a classic AOR punchiness.
Their debut 7-inch for Pearl Jam guitar-

ist Mike McCready’s HockeyTalkter imprint 
proved they could earn the respect of rock’s 
sort-of-old guard. McCready called Thun-
derpussy his favorite new band and dubbed 
“Velvet Noose,” the A-side of their single 

(which is sold out), “an amazing and catchy 
rock song… Live, they have an incredible 
energy with amazing musicianship. All four 
women are as talented as they come.”

With that stirring recommendation, 
Thunderpussy signing to major label Re-
public’s Stardog subsidiary does not sur-

prise. They have huge commercial potential. 
Even in a time when rock songs infrequently 
crack the Top 40, Thunderpussy could be the 
rare group to break through to mainstream 
success. Their instantaneous hooks, predi-
lection for eye-catching garb, and flagrant 
charisma should translate into at least me-
dium-sized stardom. That Thunderpussy 
could make “Christmas (Baby Please Come 
Home),” a holiday song from 1963, sound 
vital, boisterous, and non-saccharine bodes 
well for their future.

The band recorded their debut album—
due in 2018—with acclaimed producer Syl-
via Massy (Tool, Johnny Cash). The lead 
single from it, “Speed Queen,” is about as 
heavy as Led Zeppelin’s “When the Levee 
Breaks” and as adrenalized as Deep Purple’s 
“Highway Star.” Yes, it belongs in that lofty 
company, and it makes me want to hear what 
other power moves they’ve cooked up.

In a 2014 interview, The Stranger’s Trent 
Moorman asked how Thunderpussy deal with 
a male-dominated society. Julius responded: 
“All four of us women do things that have his-
torically been male-dominated. We play mu-
sic, ride motorcycles, date girls, and lift heavy 
shit for a living. And we don’t do them as a 
‘fuck you’ to the male-dominated society, or 
in an attempt to advance women’s rights, we 
do them because we can and want to.”

That’s a pure and righteous mission state-
ment. ■

A NEW YEAR’S 
EVE SOIREE WITH 
THUNDERPUSSY
Sun Dec 31, Showbox,  
10 pm, $29.50 adv/ 
$35 DOS, 21+

Seattle band Thunderpussy just signed to a major label.
JAKE CLIFFORD

Poised to Blow Up
This might be the last New Year’s Eve ever. Why not go out 

with Thunderpussy’s decadent rock bang?
BY DAVE SEGAL

ZXC
Thurs Dec 21  
at Timbre Room

Pedro the Lion
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Gym Records EP, [UDG 0.17] “ZXC”—a title whose 
cryptic, math-y nerdiness nods to IDM immortals 
like Aphex Twin and Autechre. While ZXC isn’t quite 
in that league (yet), the tracks here display poignant 
melodies, subliminal pulsations, and understated 
beats that hint at underwater raves (they’re in your 
future—mark my words, climate-change deniers). 
Jungle Gym proprietor Dravier purveys both pacifi c 
ambient miasmas that flirt with the more sublime 
realms of new age and beautiful, shimmering 
techno that splashes in the golden mean between 
the revered Kompakt and Chain Reaction labels. 
(Timbre Room, 8 pm.) DAVE SEGAL

FRI DEC 22

Emma Lee Toyoda, Fine, 
the Carols, Breach
  ROCK/POP    First things fi rst: Southgate Roller 
Rink is an old-school Seattle gem that should 
be cared for and enjoyed as much as possible. 
Second, this is an excellent lineup if what you 
care about is singing loudly about all the feelings 
you’ve ever had, which is one of my (and I’m sure 
your) main hobbies. My favorite on the bill, the 
Carols, just released their Honestly, It’s the Carols 
EP, which is full of nuggets of Modern Lovers–es-
que power-pop nostalgia, shivering shrieks of 
satisfaction, and a rising feeling of sharp-elbowed 
and black-eyed rebellion. (Southgate Roller Rink, 
8:30 pm, $10.) KIM SELLING

KEXP Yule Benefi t: Shabazz 
Palaces, the True Loves, 
Falon Sierra
  HIPHOP/RAP    Since they emerged from clouds of 
mystery with two extraordinary EPs, Afrofuturists 
Shabazz Palaces have done their own damn 
thing, like enshrouding their Sub Pop debut in 
a velvet cover (take that, Bee Gees!). This year, 
Ishmael Butler and Tendai Maraire upped the 
ante with twin concept albums Quazarz: Born 
on a Gangster Star and Quazarz vs. the Jealous 
Machines—the latter with its own comic book. In 

their most Sun Ra–like move yet, they spin the 
tale of a cosmic traveler seeking the real among 
the fake. Clear some space out so you can space 
out and support a good cause. (Neumos, 8 pm, 
$25-$80.) KATHY FENNESSY

WEEED, Arrington de Dionyso, 
Diminished Men
  ROCK/POP    If you’ve ever seen any of these 
bands, it’s a trip—each in their own warped, psy-
chedelic way. Bainbridge Island’s WEEED are a 
guided meditation interrupted with chaos, Olym-
pia’s Arrington de Dionyso is a gamelan séance 
and guttural trance, and Seattle’s Diminished Men 
offer a lesson on surfy avant-rock taught in the 
Ripper’s Lounge. Each of these Pacifi c Northwest 
powerhouses could soundtrack scenes from a 
David Lynch or Jim Jarmusch fi lm with their eyes 
closed and their hands tied behind their backs. A 
cocktail of these three elixirs will certainly detox 
a rough week and get you drunk on local magic. 
(Crocodile, 8 pm, $12.) ZACH FRIMMEL

Wobbly and the Weatherman: 
'Monitress'
  ELECTRONIC    Founding Negativland member and 
instrument-inventor the Weatherman (aka David 
Wills) joins forces with Wobbly (Jon Leidecker) 
for what should be a stinging rebuke to the 
season’s cloying holiday music. Both musicians 
have long track records of creating music of 
extraordinary strangeness. Negativland’s status 
as cultural subversives and sonic pranksters is 
as unimpeachable as that of the Residents, while 
Wobbly’s discography teems with electronic pe-
culiarities, including Familiar, legendary Cluster/
Harmonia synth sorcerer Dieter Moebius’s fi nal 
collaboration with Tim Story. What a sublime, 
discombobulating way to go out... Wobbly and 
the Weatherman promise an evening of “fake 
electronics, microphone-activated iPhone apps, 
local baby room monitor interceptions, and 
endlessly awkward questions for Alexa.” (Chapel 
Performance Space, 8 pm, all ages, $5-$15.) 
DAVE SEGAL

DEC 22–23

A Hiphop Holiday Special: Sir 
Mix-A-Lot and Guests
  HIPHOP/RAP   So, I saw some shit my man 
Charles Mudede wrote about this, remarking 
that Sir Mix-A-Lot did not “rap like Ice Cube and 
Chuck D”—and that’s mostly true, in that he 

IAN BUSIK

Emma Lee Toyoda

WEEED
Fri Dec 22 at Crocodile
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wasn’t known as a pro-black, anti-government 
rapper (even though he did make “National 
Anthem” and “One Time’s Got No Case”). But 
because it’s been rarely mentioned, I think it’s 
important to highlight what Mix did share with 
Cube and Chuck: a powerful rapping style that 
requires actual wind and stamina—intestinal for-
titude, if you will. And I only bring this shit up be-
cause ALL OF YOU are wasting everybody’s time 
at karaoke, trying and failing to sing “Baby Got 
Back.” It might be a corny novelty hit, but if you 
don’t have an MC’s grasp of breath control and 
flow, you’re just standing there like a dumbass, 
giggling while the prompt says “I PULL UP QUICK 
TO GET WIT’ ’EM.” Stop it, do not pass go, do not 
call 1-800-MIX-A-LOT. Stick to Weezer. (Nectar, 
8 pm, $22-$30.) LARRY MIZELL JR.

Macklemore
  HIPHOP/RAP    A young Ben Haggerty’s greatest 
triumphs once came in the form of thoughtful 
social observations and personal conscience 
mining. More recently, a veteran Macklemore 
has struggled to find a side of himself he hasn’t 
explored yet on record, having already written 
definitive statements on many of the social 
justice and personal issues that concern him. 
Between anthem-chasing and extolling the 
joys of fatherhood on his latest album, Gemini, 
Seattle’s most famous rapper lands a hit with 
the Offset-featuring, horn-blasted “Willy Wonka.” 
Moments like these are sparse, but a good mo-
ment is a good moment, and it should fortify his 
Billboard-chart-hit-parade set nicely. (KeyArena, 
7:30 pm, all ages, $36-$275.) TODD HAMM

SAT DEC 23

Hyphy
  DJ   Oh boy—Neumos is doing a hyphy night? 
“Tell Me When to Go,” sort of the mainstream-
hit-that-was-the-death-knell of what is 
commonly thought of as the hyphy movement, 
did come out 11 years ago. It used to be 20 years 
before the generational nostalgia cash-in started, 
but seeing as we passed the event horizon of 
this black-hole-to-hell-itself some time ago, 
everything is strictly get-it-while-you-can. Now, 
I tend to think of hyphy less as a particular 
slice of time and set of songs than an evolving 
dimension of the Bay Area rap scene, one known 
for fierce innovation and trendsetting originality. 
Something tells me that this is going to be more 

of a Bay Area rap night rather than an exclu-
sively stunna-shaded, cereal-mascot-tee’d-up 
hyphy night. Which is great, because the Yay 
has created one of the world’s all-time greatest 
musical subcultures, from Short to HBK. (Play 
some fucking Turf Talk!) Just, please, no G-Eazy. 
Have some fuckin’ respect. (Neumos,  
9 pm, $5.) LARRY MIZELL JR.

SUN DEC 24

14th Annual Blue Moon 
Christmas Pageant
  ROCK/POP    I don’t go in the Blue Moon. It 
frightens me, that burnt sticky of every surface, 
and we won’t talk about the bathrooms. That 
being said, people sans friends and/or family, 
have a right to chug and whoop away this most 
stressful of seasons. The Moon provides and 
abides. The Best Band from Earth boast post-
pop synths, sinister intonations, and 15 or so 
of their friends giving the finger to the camera. 
Spank Williams applies her creaky voice to 
liquor-and-drugs country. The Eclectic Cloggers 
clog! Unironically! (Blue Moon Tavern, 8:30 pm, 
$8.) ANDREW HAMLIN

TUES DEC 26

The Brian Setzer Orchestra’s 
14th Annual Christmas Rocks! 
Tour
  CLASSICAL/OPERA   The Brian Setzer Orchestra 
have released five Christmas albums. I don’t 
know what to tell you folks except he swings, 
swings, swings, and smokes it through every 
single one of them. Heck, I’ve never even heard 
them, but I can smell the swing coming off those 
platters! No, but (more) seriously, if you want to 
shake and swing and, above all, sweat away all 
your cares from this year, just show up. Shake 
those hips in your seat, your aisle, your balcony, 
and possibly even a soft-shoe in the restroom. 
Phew! (Paramount Theatre, 7:30 pm, all ages, 
$41-$96.) ANDREW HAMLIN

XURS, New Bloom, Meridian
  METAL/PUNK    If we must have punk in the late 
2010s, let it be like XURS’s spasmodic breed of 
it. The Seattle band’s vocals (by guitarist Shane) 
are comfortingly cantankerous, but the group’s 
real attraction are the dense, swarming guitar/

Macklemore
Dec 22–23 at KeyArena
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bass attack and rhythms that swerve with a 
surprising torque and melodies that ruggedly 
undulate. Imagine Flipper on speed or Wire and 
Thinking Fellers Union Local 282 with more 
overt anger issues. Against great odds, XURS are 
keeping a hoary musical style vital. (High Dive,  
8 pm, $6/$8.) DAVE SEGAL

WED DEC 27

Karl Blau, Heatwarmer,  
Whitney Ballen
  ROCK/POP    Hailing from Anacortes, Karl Blau is 
one of Washington’s wayward gems. In his own 
golden spirit and style, he conjures a mercurially 
modern Arthur Russell or Moon Dog with his 
playful outsider approach to whatever genre 
(rock, alt-country, synth-jazz, etc.) or “Songles” 
he decides to bedazzle us with next. Blau 
recently dropped his 10th studio album, Out 
Her Space, and it commemorates his 20th year 
of making records under his eponymous solo 
project. He is joined by 1980s-wave band Heart-
warmer (Blau’s accredited with lyrics on one 
of their songs) and Whitney Ballen’s moodcore 
songwriting. This bill is an upbeat cure to that 
holiday hangover. (Tractor Tavern, 8 pm, $10.) 
ZACH FRIMMEL

X, LP3 & the Tragedy
  METAL/PUNK    It’s unusual for a 40th-anniversary 
tour to include all original members, but this 
is a rare treat with seminal LA punks X in their 
complete late-1970s form. Pioneering punk 
poets John Doe and Exene Cervenka brought 
thoughtfulness to a hypermasculine punk culture 
with notable early songs “Johnny Hit and Run 
Pauline” (a commonly misinterpreted anti-sex-
ual-assault anthem), “Nausea” (immortalized 
live with the Most Punk Crowd Ever™ in The 
Decline of Western Civilization), and “We’re 
Desperate.” Their sound shifted from rockabil-
ly-flirting and 1950s-indebted rock into a heavy 
country aesthetic that would develop into side 
project the Knitters in 1985. After numerous 
stylistic and lineup changes over the years, X 
have established themselves as a Wild Gift to 40 
years of punk in Los Angeles. (Showbox, 8:15 pm, 
$29.50/$35.) BRITTNIE FULLER

THURS DEC 28

Tomo Nakayama, Briana Marela, 
Hunter Gather, Lori Goldston 
with Christopher Icasiano
  BLUES/COUNTRY/FOLK    The least well-known act 
on this eclectic bill is Hunter Gather, a local group 
with a lyrical, patient take on contemporary jazz. 
On debut record Getting to Know You, the quartet 
trades gradually evolving melodic motifs between 
guitars and bandleader/composer Levi Gillis’s sax-
ophone—a modular, postmodern approach that 
echoes Ornette Coleman’s. Like much-respected 
locals Industrial Revelation, Hunter Gather’s 
tastes extend beyond jazz, both old-school and 
avant-garde. There are numerous ambient passag-
es, and the most intense moments approach post-
rock. These are inquisitive musicians who don’t 
hew to preconceptions of what jazz should sound 
like. (Neumos, 8 pm, $10/$12.) ANDREW GOSPE

Forms: TOKiMONSTA
  ELECTRONIC    Nobody thought that a few cuts of 
bumper music for Adult Swim would launch Los 
Angeles native Steven Ellison into electronic-music 
stardom as Flying Lotus, nor that Ellison’s career 
would foster the experimental production hotbed 
that is the Brainfeeder label. In this writer’s opinion, 
though, no star shines brighter in Brainfeeder’s 
sky than TOKiMONSTA (Jennifer Lee). Her take 
on instrumental hiphop bubbles and percolates 
with a sense of easy melody that many of her 
counterparts often lack. Better, Lee has proved to 
be prolific, releasing almost an album every year 
since 2010. Her latest, Lune Rouge, showcases a 
producer in full control of her art. (Q Nightclub,  
9 pm-2 am, $20.) JOSEPH SCHAFER

DEC 28–31

Poncho Sanchez Latin Jazz Band
  JAZZ    Playing seven shows over four nights at 
Jazz Alley, the Poncho Sanchez Latin Jazz Band 
offer plenty of chances for you to shimmy and 
shake to their warm, slinky, percussive-fueled 
rhythms during Seattle’s end-of-the-year chill. 
Mexican American namesake Sanchez has been 
rapping, tapping, and slapping congas for crowds 
since he played his first ever set in the mid-1970s 
with renowned vibraphonist Cal Tjader, with 
whom he played until Tjader’s death in 1982. 

Karl Blau
Wed Dec 27  

at Tractor Tavern
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Nectar Lounge
412 N 36th St
206.632.2020

www.nectarlounge.com

EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM
1.11 SCOTT PEMBERTON 
 BAND W/ MCTUFF  
 (NO COVER)
1.12 PRINCE VS MICHAEL
1.17 WILLY TEA TAYLOR
1.18 EARTHCRY
1.20 THE WARREN 
 G HARDINGS 
 + CASCADE CRESCENDO
1.21 PETTY THIEF
1.24 KRIZZ KALIKO
1.27 ANDY COE BAND
2.1 CAGE
2.2 ORGONE
2.6 MARBIN
2.9 HOT BUTTERED RUM
2.13 POLYRHYTHMICS
2.15 SKERIK BAND
2.16 ZACH DEPUTY
2.17 FIVE ALARM FUNK
2.18 THE NEIL YOUNGS 
2.21 SLOCAN RAMBLERS
2.23 ILL.GATES
2.24 MAGIC BEANS
3.2 THE TRAVELIN’ 
 MCCOURYS
3.28 KITCHEN DWELLERS
4.11 DIGITALISM

12.21 Thursday (Grateful Dead Tribute)
THE GOLDEN ROAD
Electric Circus

12.22 Friday & 12.23 Saturday (Hip-Hop)
SIR MIX A LOT (2 NIGHTS!)
Dyme Def, Harry Mack, All Star Opera, 
New Track City, DJ Indica Jones

12.27 Wednesday (Film)
REEL ROCK FILM TOUR
12.28 Thursday (Hip-Hop)
KNOWMADS
Karma and Nobi, Porky $coop!, Ryan 
Charles, DJ Calico

12.31 Sunday (80s NYE Bash)
NITE WAVE NEON  
NEW YEAR’S EVE
Voyager, #All4Doras, DJ Baby Van Beezly

1.4 Thursday (Rock/Beer Launch)
VOODOO HAZY IPA LAUNCH 
PARTY W/ SANDRIDER
The Spinning Whips, Glose

1.5 Friday (DJ/Dance Party)
TRL TOTAL REQUEST  
LIVE NIGHT
#All4Doras, DJ Indica Jones,  
DJ Lo Knows

1.6 Saturday (Electronic)
PSYMBIONIC+THE WIDDLER
Pressha, Torbjorn

1.10 Wednesday (Soul)
TIFFANY WILSON
Jordani & the Sun Kings, Emily Chambers

12.29 Friday (Electronic)
MINNESOTA
Pressha, Willdabeast

12.30 Saturday (Circus Funk)
MARCHFOURTH
The Fungineers, DJ CobraWolfShark

1.9 Tuesday (Hip Hop)
NAPPY ROOTS
Northshore Band, B-Boy Fidget,  
Mr Hi-Def, DJ Indica Jones

1.13 Saturday (Jazz/Pop)
INDUSTRIAL REVELATION
SISTERS, The New Triumph

1.19 Friday (Hip-Hop)
PEANUT BUTTER WOLF
DJ Swervewon, Supreme La Rock

1.25 Thursday & 1.26 Friday (Funk)
KARL DENSON’S TINY 
UNIVERSE (2 NIGHTS!)
Special Guests

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE RUNAWAY | NEUMOS.COM | THEBARBOZA.COM | THERUNAWAYSEATTLE.COM | 925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE

FRIDAY 1/26
LIL XAN

$TEVE CANNON

THURSDAY 2/1
JOYNER LUCAS 

+ DIZZY WRIGHT
MARLON CRAFT

SUNDAY 2/4
THE ORIGINAL 

WAILERS
FT. AL ANDERSON

THURSDAY 2/8
DIMOND SAINTS

WEDNESDAY 2/21
REAL ESTATE

WEDNESDAY 2/28
BULLY

MELKBELLY +  
SUMMER CANNIBALS

http://www.nectarlounge.com
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Sanchez went on to release more than 30 
albums as a solo conguero (backed by a full band 
that currently includes players on timbales, bass, 
trumpet, sax, trombone, bongos, and piano), and 
has built on his Latin-jazzy sound with elements 
of R&B, soul, cha-cha, and salsa music. (Jazz Alley,  
7:30 pm, 9:30 pm, all ages, $36.50.) LEILANI POLK

FRI DEC 29

Grace Love, the Get Ahead, 
Carlene Crawford Band,  
DJ Indica Jones
  SOUL/R&B    Our city is SO lucky to have Ms. 
Grace Love. In just the last few years, her name 
AND full-throttle singing, both with the True Loves 
and solo, has excited casual listeners and dance 
floors across the globe. First, the True Loves’ 
records blew up (“Fire” is still in heavy rotation), 
and now her two post–True Loves 45s on Europe’s 
Cannonball label (especially her first Cannonball 
side, the string-laced dancer “Higher”) are a 
bumping testimony that, yes, Seattle does have 
soul. Don’t miss this stellar event tonight—go fall 
in love with Love, again. (Neumos, 8 pm, $12/$15.) 
MIKE NIPPER

Queensrÿche
  METAL/PUNK    Back in 2012, Queensrÿche publi-
cally feuded over the use of their name with former 
vocalist Geoff Tate. After securing the copyright to 
the well-established name, the remaining members 
made a risky move, hiring former Crimson Glory 
singer Todd La Torre. Many feared this change, as 

Tate’s voice was synonymous with Queensrÿche’s 
prog-rock sound. What fans received was a love 
letter to the vintage Queensrÿche years, shying 
away from their softer, more ballad-driven material 
and embracing their original soaring, power-met-
al-esque anthems with 2013’s self-titled album 
and 2015’s Condition Hüman. There’s no end in 
sight for this old-school Northwest rock institution. 
(Snoqualmie Casino, 8 pm, $30.) KEVIN DIERS

Resolution
  ELECTRONIC    In a 2012 Pitchfork interview, 
musician Matthew Dear was optimistic about 
electronic music in the United States because, 
not in spite, of parties like Resolution. “Five years 
from now,” he said of the college-aged dilet-
tantes who populate such events, “there’s a good 
chance 20 percent of them will stick around,” 
become more discerning, and get invested in the 
culture. I forgot about that quote until earlier this 
year when a college acquaintance, once fond of 
fur rave boots, posted photos from Movement, 
the underground techno-leaning festival in 
Detroit. Let the kids do their thing—good taste 
takes time. (WaMu Theater, 6:30 pm, $92-$167.) 
ANDREW GOSPE

SAT DEC 30

The Sacred Music of Duke 
Ellington
  JAZZ    Legend has it that Duke Ellington began 
his sacred music composing—the first of three 
full programs of sacred (Christian) music his band 
would perform—with six notes standing in for the 
six syllables opening the Bible: “In the beginning, 
God.” Over on the West Coast, his co-composer 
Billy Strayhorn tackled the same opening. Then 
they compared results. They opened and ended 
on the same note, and only two notes were 
different. That was Ellington and Strayhorn—the 
symbiosis. And they created something grounded 
in jazz, with instrumental solos, gospel testifying, 
and heavy concepts. But swinging—always 
swinging. (University Christian Church, 7:30 pm, 
all ages, $20-$40.) ANDREW HAMLIN

Haute Sauce: Lex Luger, 
Swervewon, Famous, Krescendo
  DJ   Ask Dr. Dre, J Dilla, or DJ Mustard: Any rap 
producer who comes up with a distinctive sound 
is bound to see it bastardized, watered down, 

Grace Love
Fri Dec 29  

at Neumos

Short 
List
Beethoven Symphony 
No. 9
Benaroya Hall S. Mark 
Taper Foundation 
Auditorium, Dec 28-30,  
all ages, $27-$131

Manatee Commune
Neumos, Dec 30-31, 8 pm, 
$20-$30

Minnesota, Pressha, 
Willdabeast
Nectar, Fri Dec 29, 8 pm, 
$15-$20

New Year’s Eve: The 
Flavr Blue (DJ Set)
Q Nightclub, Sun Dec 31,  
9 pm-2 am, $35

NYE: Darqness vs. 
69/50
The Hillman City 
Collaboratory, Sun Dec 31, 
10 pm-3 am, $10

Straight No Chaser
Paramount Theatre, Wed 
Dec 27, 8 pm, $33.50-$69

Tom Kha & Kremwerk 
Present: Ivy Lab
Kremwerk, Fri Dec 29,  
10 pm, $13

Strike a 
Live Match

Seattle  
206-753-CHAT (2428)

Tacoma 253-359-CHAT
Everett 425-405-CHAT

Vancouver, WA 360-314-CHAT
Vancouver, BC 604-343-3013

Victoria, BC 778-747-0269
Portland 503-222-CHAT

or WEB PHONE on LiveMatch.com

STARTS  
AT 8PM!

Free
Chat Hour

All orientations welcome

@musicbynelson
“CHAPTER 1” EP RELEASE SHOW
Barboza | $12-$15 | Doors 7p

AfterParty 10:15p
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MON –THU 5PM –2AM HAPPY HOUR: $2 OFF DRAFTS & WELLSTIL 8PM & ALL NIGHT WEDNESDAY

Queen4Queen

Be Stiff

Luv’ Ladder: Björk

World’s Merriest Tea Dance 4–cl

Open at 8; Ho, Ho, Ho!Bloodlust

I Hate Karaoke

Bloodlust!

Medical Rx Night

Uncle LD Sings a Little LIVE 5-9
Heart-Breaks 9-cl

Good Pig

World’s tiniest Tea Dance 4-9
Champagne Kisses with 
Princess Charming 9-cl

Open at 8; Fruit

Open at 9; I Hate Karaoke

thu
fri
sat
sun
mon
tue
wed
thu
fri

sat
sun 

mon 
tue

FRI –SUN 3PM –2AM

HOURS:

1221 E MADISON ST

12/21

12/22
12/23

12/24
12/25
12/26

12/27
12/28

12/29

12/31
12/30

1/1

PO
N

YSEATTLE

1/2

A VERY QUEER BAR

109 S. WASHINGTON ST.  
on Occidental Park  
(206)628-0303

WWW.COMEDYUNDERGROUND.COM

THURS, 12/21 - SAT, 12/23

SIMON KAUFMAN
WITH KATE CARLSEN CARLSON

SUN, 12/31 NEW YEAR’S EVE!!

GREG ROMERO 
WILSON 
For New Years Eve, *do not sit in the 
front row* — unless you want to have 
the time of your life! This is is more than 
a comedy show, this is an experi-
ence. His anything-goes approach cre-
ates one-of-a-kind performances where 
the audience might wind up most of the 
night’s material! Greg Romero Wilson 
is a favorite comedian & TV personality 
on VH1, TruTv, MTV, TLC, ABC Radio, 
“Red-Eye” and a popular headliner 
of comedy clubs, festivals and casinos 
across the country.

Simon Kaufman’s performances 
are a form of social commen-
tary. His stand up act is like an 
orator in the Forum of Ancient 
Rome using his humor as a 
means of speaking to his fellow 
countrymen as the empire de-
clines. He has performed stand 
up on Comcast Cable, and Up 
Late Northwest. He’s appeared on Bravo TV’s  
“Millionaire Matchmaker”, and was in the movie  
“Silver Skies” with George Hamilton and Dick Van Patten. 

Wed 
12/20
9pm

LOVING TOUCH—
VINYL CENTRIC 
HOUSE DJ SETS
(FRONT ROOM)

Thu
12/21
8pm

(FRONT ROOM)
Extraordinary 
Pigeons,
Kylmyys, 
Symbion Project
(BACK ROOM)
Goodnight Cairo, 
Uglyhead 
Novopain

Fri
12/22
9pm

WiNTER GAZE
W/ Fotoform, 
Vibrissae, Black-
poolastronomy, 
Guest

Sat
12/23
9pm

PEASANT 
MINSTRELS

Tue
12/26
9pm

STOP BITING 
BEATMAKERS 
SHOWCASE $5

 

Thu
12/28
8pm

WHITE NIGHT,
A. Francis  
Vilendrer

Fri
12/29
9pm

SOLAR TWIN,
Trick Candles,
Little Spirits

Sat
12/30
9pm

AARON SEMER,
Crawlin On,
Michael Wohl

Sun
12/31
9pm

NYE W/ SNAP! 
90’S DANCE 
PARTY

Wed
1/3
9pm

LOVING TOUCH—
VINYL CENTRIC 
HOUSE DJ SETS $5

Fri
1/5
9pm

DUG—RARE FUNK 
DANCE PARTY $7

Sat 
1/6
9pm

STILL ILL V.  
ROLLING OLD 
SCHOOL 80s,90s 
and 00s HIP HOP 
PARTY! $8

thelofi.net | 206-254-2824
429 Eastlake Ave. East | Ages 21+
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or appropriated. That axiom applies to Lex 
Luger, whose production style—bass-boosted 
808s, skittering hi-hats, bleak synths—became 
synonymous with trap, which became the 
biggest cliché in popular music (especially once 
EDM dudes caught wind of it). Even so, Luger’s 
maximalist beats for the likes of Rick Ross, 
Gucci Mane, and Waka Flocka Flame still sound 
singular, particularly the latter’s 2010 album 
Flockaveli. Expect a set full of club bangers from 
a guy who’s made more than his share. (Q Night-
club, 10 pm-2 am, $15.) ANDREW GOSPE

DEC 30–31

Eldridge Gravy & the Court 
Supreme, Bread & Butter
  ROCK/POP    If there is one thing to do TWICE 
before the shitshow of this year ends, it’s go and 
get your get-downs you’ve been hopin’ to get off 
with Eldridge Gravy & the Court Supreme. Course 
it’ll be a breeze, ’cause, as I’ve said before, “They’re 
a full and funky complement of honkin’ horns, 
tinklin’ keys, uh, lots of sweat, and a hype man, all 
bent on laying down high-energy, concrete-thick, 
late-1970s funk.” Damn right, and I did say “twice,” 
as these mofos are playing a two-night stand to 
swing in the New Year! (Tractor Tavern, 9 pm, 
$12/$20.) MIKE NIPPER

SUN DEC 31

Hell’s Belles, Belles Bent for 
Leather, Iron Dragon
  ROCK/POP    It’s become a local rock tradition 
for world-renowned, all-female AC/DC tribute 
band Hell’s Belles to ring in the New Year with 
a high-octane live show. The simple term 
“tribute band” isn’t enough to encompass the 
sheer awesomeness of Hell’s Belles, though, as 
they’re so much more than your typical cover 
band. Sure, the music is spot-on, but it’s the 
pure ass-kicking energy that pours from each 
member that pays the biggest homage to the 
Australian rock legends. Expect a fitting tribute 

to the late, great Malcolm Young by way of 
blisteringly loud guitar solos. (El Corazon, 9 pm, 
$10-$25.) KEVIN DIERS

New Year’s Eve with BowieVision
  ROCK/POP    Fact: I was invited to a BowieVision 
show when the tribute band came through town 
earlier this year. I was too pregnant to say yes. 
Actually, I was only about four months along, but I 
worried about vomiting on my shoes while trying 
to lose myself in the music of one of my (late) fa-
vorites. This particular seven-piece of David Bowie 
tributeers apparently dress up in costumes inspired 
by the Thin White Duke (minus wigs and makeup), 
and deliver note-perfect, showmanship-savvy 
selections spanning from earlier in his career 
(“Space Oddity,” “The Man Who Sold the World”) 
to 1980s-era jams (“Modern Love,” “China Girl,” 
“Let’s Dance”) to 1995’s “I’m Afraid of Americans” 
(to which I can relate now more than ever). Be 
forewarned: There’s little in the way of “deep cuts” 
(unless you’re a closet fan of “Blue Jean”). The $125 
ticket includes admission, an appetizer, entrée, des-
sert, a glass of champagne, and party favors. (Triple 
Door, 7 pm, 10:30 pm, $90/$125.) LEILANI POLK

SHINE NYE
  DANCE   Shine on, you crazy diamond, at the 
Kremwerk/Timbre Room complex with a New 
Year’s Eve party dedicated to all things that 
shimmer, sparkle, and glitter. The music across 
three stages will run the gamut from underground 
house to techno to left-field hiphop and club 
music. Expect a strictly local affair behind the 
decks with the likes of Upper Left’s Sean Majors, 
DoNormaal collaborator Luna God, and Jet’s DJ 
Zai. Obligatory champagne toast at midnight, but 
with something no other club can match: Little 
Maria’s Pizza open late for a party running until 5 
a.m. (Kremwerk, 9 pm, $45-$350.) GREG SCRUGGS

TUES JAN 2

Neil Young: The Tribute, Wasted 
Along the Way
  ROCK/POP    There are so many entry points 
into Neil Young’s vast catalog, giving anyone 
attempting to pay tribute to the great Cana-
dian singer-songwriter, guitarist, and Pono 

Hell's Belles

Weep Wave
Wed Jan 3 at Chop Suey

HELEN GREEN

TIMES LISTED
ARE SHOW TIMES. 

DOORS OPEN 
30-60 MINUTES 

BEFORE.

FOLLOW US ON FB, TWITTER & INSTAGRAM

Saturday & Sunday 12/30 & 12/31
PARTY IN THE NEW YEAR!

ELDRIDGE GRAVY & 
THE COURT SUPREME

12/30 THE FABULOUS DOWNY BROTHERS
12/31 BREAD & BUTTER

9PM $12-$20

1/11 STEVE GUNN  1/12 SILVER TORCHES  1/13 THE RAMBLIN’ YEARS  1/17 THE 
SECRET SISTERS  1/18 SUNZANNE SANTO 1/20 SMOKEY BRIGHTS  1/24 HOSHIN  
1/25 LAUREN MURPHIE  1/26 CASH’D OUT  1/27 JAR OF FLIES  1/28 MASON REED  

Wed–Fri 12/20–12/22
KEXP PRESENTS 

PEDRO THE LION
ADVANCE BASS

$20

Saturday 12/23
A VERY COUNTRY 

CHRISTMAS
FEAT. VAUDEVILLE ETIQUETTE, 

SARAH GERRITSEN, & MORE!
9PM $10/$15

Wednesday 12/27
ANACORTES FOLK ARTIST

KARL BLAU
HEATWARMER

WHITNEY BALLEN
8PM $10/$12

Thursday 12/28
ULTIMATE LED ZEPPELIN TRIBUTE

ZOSO
MISTER MASTER

8PM $20

Friday 12/29
100.7 THE WOLF PRESENTS

DYLAN JAKOBSEN
(RELEASE)

THE LOWDOWN DRIFTERS
DAKOTA POORMAN

9PM $12/$15

Friday 1/5
SOUL-LACED PUNK ROCK

SUNDRIES
SASSYBLACK
MOON PALACE

9PM $10

Saturday 1/6
91.3 KBCS PRESENTS

THE PAPERBOYS
NICK DRUMMOND BAND

9PM $20

Wednesday 1/10
TEXAS SWING

CHARLEY 
CROCKETT

JAIME WYATT
8PM $10

9TH AVE & PINE ST
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Early Warnings
THE HAWKINS SNOW BALL Neumos, Fri Jan 5,  
9 pm, $5

LITTLE BIG SHOW #20: PICKWICK Neptune 
Theatre, Sat Jan 6, 8 pm, $18

BIG BOI, THE COOL KIDS, CARTER WILSON 
Showbox, Wed Jan 10, 9 pm, $34/$39

G3: JOE SATRIANI, JOHN PETRUCCI, PHIL COLLEN 
Moore Theatre, Thurs Jan 11, 7 pm, $47+

WOLF PARADE, CHARLY BLISS Showbox,  
Sat Jan 13, 9 pm, $28.25

ST. VINCENT Moore Theatre, Jan 18-19, 8 pm, $33.50+

LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZO Neptune Theatre, 
Sun Jan 21, 8 pm, $33.50

QUEENS OF THE STONE AGE KeyArena,  
Thurs Jan 25, 8 pm, $36-$56

MATOMA Neptune Theatre, Fri Jan 26, 9 pm, 
$29/$87+

MIRANDA LAMBERT, JON PARDI, TURNPIKE 
TROUBADOURS Tacoma Dome, Thurs Feb 1, 7 pm, 
$40/$75

KATY PERRY Tacoma Dome, Sat Feb 3, 7:30 pm, $50+

JUDY COLLINS Jazz Alley, Feb 8-11, 7:30 pm, $56

KIMBRA, ARC IRIS Neumos, Sun Feb 11, 8 pm, $25

CLAP YOUR HANDS SAY YEAH Tractor Tavern, Mon 
Feb 12, 8 pm, $20/$22

MUMIY TROLL Neptune Theatre, Thurs Feb 15,  
8 pm, $38.50

CARLA BRUNI Benaroya Hall S. Mark Taper 
Foundation Auditorium, Sun Feb 25, 8 pm, $45-$75

SNARKY PUPPY, BANDA MAGDA Moore Theatre, 
Sun Feb 25, 8 pm, $32.50

TUNE-YARDS Showbox, Mon Feb 26, 8:30 pm, 
$29-$50

BAHAMAS Neptune Theatre, Tues Feb 27, 8 pm, $20

HERBIE HANCOCK McCaw Hall, Thurs March 1,  
7:30 pm, $45-$75+

G-EAZY, TRIPPIE REDD, PHORA, ANTHONY RUSSO 
ShoWare Center, Sat March 3, 7 pm, $45-$140

LORDE KeyArena, Fri March 9, 7 pm, $36.50-$96

CELEBRATING DAVID BOWIE Benaroya Hall, Sat 
March 10, 8 pm, $40-$225

STEVE AOKI, DESIIGNER Showbox Sodo, Wed 
March 14, 8 pm, $39.50/$45

ANDY GRAMMER Neptune Theatre, Wed March 21, 
8 pm, $28/$30.50

BETH DITTO Showbox, Thurs March 29, 8 pm, 
$20/$25

BRANDI CARLILE, MARLON WILLIAMS  
Moore Theatre, March 30-31, 7:30 pm, $38-$78

ODESZA WaMu Theater, Sat March 31, 8 pm, 
$109/$125

JUDAS PRIEST ShoWare Center, Sun April 15,  
7 pm, $44.25-$94.25

CIGARETTES AFTER SEX Neptune Theatre, Mon 
April 23, 8 pm, $20.50/$23.50

NANA MOUSKOURI Moore Theatre, Tues May 1,  
7:30 pm, $45-$75

KHALID WaMu Theater, Thurs May 3, 7 pm, $80-$147

SHANIA TWAIN Tacoma Dome, Thurs May 3,  
7:30 pm, $51-$156+

TAYLOR SWIFT CenturyLink Field, Tues May 22,  
7 pm, $149-$600+

SASQUATCH! MUSIC FESTIVAL  
Gorge Amphitheatre, May 25-27, 12 pm, $325

MAROON 5, JULIA MICHAELS Tacoma Dome,  
Wed May 30, 7:30 pm, $65-$145+

THE KOOKS Showbox Sodo, Fri June 1, 8 pm, 
$31.75/$33.75

UPSTREAM MUSIC FEST + SUMMIT  
Pioneer Square, June 1-3, $60-$140

ANDREA BOCELLI KeyArena, Sun June 24, 7:30 pm, 
$78-$370+

HARRY STYLES, KACEY MUSGRAVES KeyArena, 
Sat July 7, 8 pm, $55.50

KENNY CHESNEY CenturyLink Field, Sat July 7,  
5 pm, $29-$275+

CAPITOL HILL BLOCK PARTY 2018 Capitol Hill,  
July 20-22, 3 pm, $99+

propragandist a rich array of options. His 1960s 
and ’70s output—with sporadic help from Crazy 
Horse—offers a cornucopia of folk-rock splendors 
and hard-rock benders; from 1968 (Neil Young) 
to 1979 (Rust Never Sleeps), the creaky-voiced 
sorcerer of indelible melodies and memorable, 
craggy guitar solos had one of the best runs in 
rock. Further, Young’s 1980s and ’90s records 
bestow some high points (Ragged Glory, Dead 
Man) and rewarding surprises (Trans, Arc), too. 
Bonus: Wasted Along the Way will homage 
Crosby, Stills & Nash’s lovable folk-rock, for 
more sonic comfort food during the year’s most 
depressing week. (The Funhouse, 8:30 pm, 
$8/$10.) DAVE SEGAL

WED JAN 3

Weep Wave, Baywitch, Vomitface
  ROCK/POP    This show’s charitable beneficiary is 
the Downtown Emergency Service Center, which 
provides services for the city’s homeless population. 
So kudos to all three bands for giving a rip, though 
my tip of the musical hat goes to Vomitface. Not 
just for the name, though the name is aces. For the 
way the bass seems to be sinking to the center of 
the Earth. For the way the drummer bashes away at 
one thing and the singer chalkboard-squawks away 
at one other thing, for as long as they damn well 
please. Like early Can—but squawkier. (Chop Suey, 
8 pm, $8.) ANDREW HAMLIN

HAPPY HOUR
DAILY3-6PM

GOING OUT  
ON THE HILL?  

WE HAVE THE FUNK  
TO COVER YOUR 

#PREFUNK
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Thurs 12/21
LIVE MUSIC
BLUE MOON TAVERN Circular 
Reasoning, Valerie Cavell, Guests, 
9 pm, $7

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
White Night, Shelbie Neal, Sandi 
Fernandez, 8 pm, $7

CONOR BYRNE High Turnover, 
Palatine Trio, Eastsound, 8 pm

EDMONDS CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS The Blind Boys of 
Alabama Christmas Show, 7:30 
pm, $34-$69 (sold out)

THE FUNHOUSE Downtown, 
Boy Who Cried Wolf, 9 pm, 
$6/$8

LO-FI Extraordinary Pigeons, 
Kylmyys, Symbion Project, 8 pm

H NEUMOS Capitol Hill Holiday 
Party, 8 pm

THE ROYAL ROOM Bluegrass 
Holiday with Jeff Scroggins, 
Chris Luquette, and Pickled 
Okra, 8 pm

TIM’S TAVERN BrianFest 1.?, 
8 pm, $5

VERMILLION Winter Solstice, 
8 pm

DJ
NEIGHBOURS Queen, 9 pm

Q NIGHTCLUB Mikey Lion, Lee 
Reynolds, Porkchop, 9 pm- 
2 am, $15

JAZZ
H a FREMONT ABBEY 3rd 
Annual Kristin Chambers Snow 
Globe, 8 pm, $14-$25

FREMONT TAVERN Mark 
Lewis with Michael Powers, 8-11 
pm, free

H JAZZ ALLEY Norman Brown, 
Bobby Caldwell, and Marion 
Meadows, 7:30 pm, $50

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Kate Voss, 9 pm, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
BENAROYA HALL S. MARK 
TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM Seattle Men’s 
Chorus: A Sassy Brassy Holiday, 
$34-$84

HOTEL SORRENTO Dickens 
Carolers at Sorrento, free

a ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH 
A Festival of Lessons & Carols, 
7:30 pm, $11-$35

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
Venetian Women: Vivaldi - 
Gloria and Magnificat, 7:30 pm, 
$20-$45

Fri 12/22
LIVE MUSIC
AUBURN AVENUE THEATER 
An Inspirational Christmas with 
Elvis, 7:30 pm, $24

BLUE MOON TAVERN Crown 
Villains, Juliet Tango, Space 
Coyote, Black Plastic Clouds, 
Seers, 8:30 pm, $8

DARRELL’S TAVERN Darrell’s 
Holiday Variety Blowout,  
8 pm, $10

EL CORAZON Maiden Seattle, 
Patitude, Phantom Fears, 8 pm, 
$8/$10

GEORGETOWN LIQUOR 
COMPANY The Snubs, Tough 
Times, The Drowns, 9 pm, $5

HARD ROCK CAFE One Gun 
Shy, 9 pm, $12/$15

HIGH DIVE Death By Stereo 5,  
9 pm, $10/$15

HIGHWAY 99 HarpDog Brown & 
The Travelin’ Blues Show,  
8 pm, $16

THE KRAKEN BAR & LOUNGE 
Beverly Crusher, Screaming 
Multitudes, Retrospecter, HTST, 
9 pm, $7
H LO-FI Wintergaze 2017 with 
Fotoform, Vibrissae, Blackpool 
Astronomy, Guests, 8 pm

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB The 
Brodcast, Something Witchy, 
Coulee, 8 pm, $8

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
Wes Sp8 & the Apollo Proxy, 
Quiet, Ian Jones, 9 pm, $8

SUBSTATION Voycheck, 
Hourglasses, Zealandia, 8 pm, $8

SUNSET TAVERN Norman 
Baker & the Backroads, The 
Bleeding Heart Revue, Tennis Pro, 
9 pm, $10

TIM’S TAVERN Hostile 
Makeover, Grim Statistic, Lo-5, 
8 pm, $7

DJ
MONKEY LOFT An EPIC Holiday 
Party with Marques Wyatt,  
10 pm-3:59 am

RE-BAR Archie Hamilton, 
10:30 pm

RED LOUNGE International Latin 
Nights, 9:30 pm, free

STONE LOUNGE Feliz Navidad, 
9 pm, $15/$50

JAZZ
CYPRESS WINE BAR CJQ, 
7 pm, free

CYPRESS WINE BAR Deems 
Tsutakawa, 7 pm, free

a IVAR’S MUKILTEO 
LANDING Holiday Barbershop 
Quartets, 6-7:30 pm, free

H JAZZ ALLEY Norman Brown, 
Bobby Caldwell, and Marion 
Meadows, 7:30 pm, $50
H TULA’S Thomas Marriott, 
7:30 pm, $20

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Lushy, 9:30 pm, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a BENAROYA HALL S. 
MARK TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM A Festival of 
Lessons & Carols, 7:30 pm, 
$23-$81

HOTEL SORRENTO  
Dickens Carolers at Sorrento, 
free
H a KIRKLAND 
PERFORMANCE CENTER 
Geoffrey Castle’s 10th Annual 
Celtic Christmas Celebration,  
8 pm, $30-$45

Sat 12/23
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Sebastian and the 
Deep Blue, Tango Alpha Tango,  
7 pm, $10/$12

CONOR BYRNE Christmas  
Sing-Along at Conor Byrne,  
9-11 pm, $8

CROCODILE Drew Martin, Gus 
Clark, Honey Mustard, Young-
Chhaylee, 7:30 pm, $8

DARRELL’S TAVERN Creepy 
Christmas with HadesMachine, 
Spiderface, and Severhead,  
9 pm, $8

HARD ROCK CAFE A Cascade 
Country Christmas, 7 pm, 
$10/$15

HIGHWAY 99 Holiday Rhythm 
& Blues with the Funk E Fusion 
Band and Zhanea June,  
8 pm, $17

LO-FI Peasant Minstrels, Guests, 
9 pm

THE ROYAL ROOM Andrey 
Psyche, Sean Crozier, Dale Pratt, 
8 pm, free

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB Dead 
Lee, Meanderthals, Dain Norman, 
8 pm, $8

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
Charlie Beck, Elizabeth Better, 
Fall City, 9 pm, $8

SUNSET TAVERN Planes on 
Paper, Warren Dunes, Evan Flory-
Barnes, 9 pm, $10

TIM’S TAVERN Johnny Yuma, 
Natalie Paige, White Night, Sean 
Keogan, 8 pm, $7

TRACTOR TAVERN A Very 
Country Christmas, 9 pm, $10

DJ
KREMWERK Complex: Jimmy 
Edgar, 10 pm, $10/$15

Q NIGHTCLUB Haute Sauce: 
Beeba, Catch 24, Van Kay, 
Swervewon, 10 pm-2 am, $12

RE-BAR The House of Luna 
Presents A Kunty Christmas, 
10:30 pm-3 am, $10

JAZZ
EGAN’S BALLARD JAM 
HOUSE Steve Messick’s  
Holiday Jazz Showcase, 7 pm,  
9 pm, $10/$15

a IVAR’S MUKILTEO 
LANDING Holiday Barbershop 
Quartets, 6-7:30 pm, free
H JAZZ ALLEY  
Norman Brown, Bobby Caldwell, 
and Marion Meadows,  
7:30 pm, $50
H THE ROYAL ROOM Crack 
Sabbath Holiday Show,  
11 pm, $12

TULA’S Richard Cole Quartet, 
7:30 pm, $20
H VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Grace Love,  
9:30 pm, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
BENAROYA HALL S. MARK 
TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM  
Seattle Men’s Chorus:  
A Sassy Brassy Holiday, 
$34-$84

HOTEL SORRENTO Dickens 
Carolers at Sorrento, free

a MEYDENBAUER CENTER 
Magical Strings: A Celtic Yuletide, 
7 pm, $18-$28

Sun 12/24
DJ
THE WOODS Holiday Soiree, 
10 pm, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a VOLUNTEER PARK 
CONSERVATORY Harp Music 
at the Conservatory, 1-2 pm,  
free

Mon 12/25
LIVE MUSIC
EMERALD QUEEN CASINO 
Asia Fest, 8 pm

DJ
LUCKY LIQUOR Lucky 
Christmas with DJ & Mrs. 
Plantkiller, 6 pm

RE-BAR Miracle On Howell St. - 
Wrong Number Edition,  
9 pm-2:30 am,  
free

Norman Brown
Dec 21 – 23 at Jazz Alley

 

Friday, January 12
VICE DEVICE

Over
ShiverTwins
9PM $8-$10

Thursday, January 18
ACEPHALIX

Scolex
Fetid

Mortiferum
9PM $10-$12

Friday, January 19
SEATTLE POP PUNK 

FESTIVAL DAY 1:
DEAD BARS
Four Lights

Ramona
Sicko

Burn Burn Burn
Choke The Pope

Stuporhero
DOORS 12PM / SHOW 7PM

$10-$15

Saturday, January 20
SEATTLE POP PUNK 

FESTIVAL DAY 2:
BUM

Success
The K Streets

(Fastbacks Tribute)
Listen Lady

Foxhole Norman
Botherations
Coyote Bred
Shadow Cats

The Drolls
Date Night With Brian

5PM $10-$15

www.highlineseattle.com
210 Broadway Ave E • 21+

Dinner service everyday 5-11pm

WEEKLY ON 

MONDAYS: 
FUCK YEAH BINGO 

7-9PM

WEEKLY ON 

TUESDAYS: 
TACO TUESDAY  
+ EXTENDED  
HAPPY HOUR  

5-8PM

SEATTLE POP PUNK 
FESTIVAL

2 DAY PASS - $20

http://www.highlineseattle.com
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Tues 12/26
LIVE MUSIC
a THE ROYAL ROOM  
Home for the Holidays, 7 pm, 
$8-$12

DJ
ALIBI ROOM The Night After, 
9:30 pm-2 am, free

JAZZ
H a JAZZ ALLEY Sara 
Gazarek: Home for the Holidays, 
7:30 pm, $32.50

Wed 12/27
LIVE MUSIC
CHOP SUEY Before Our Time, 
Wanderers, Coyote Lovely, Sans 
Peter, 8 pm, $8/$10

HIGH DIVE Golden Seattle  
Local Hustle Family Hiphop 
Takeover, 8:30 pm,  
$6/$8

THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Bleeding Romeos: Live in the 
Dead of Winter, 7:30 pm, free

SUNSET TAVERN Johanna 
Chase, By the Wind Sailor,  
Lerin Herzer, 8 pm,  
$8

JAZZ
H a JAZZ ALLEY Sara 
Gazarek: Home for the Holidays, 
7:30 pm, $32.50

TULA’S Chris McCarthy 
Collective, 7:30 pm, $10

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Wally Shoup Quartet, 
9 pm, free

Thurs 12/28
LIVE MUSIC
a CHOP SUEY Smash Bros, 
Alive & Well, Kuma, BB Rob God, 
7 pm, $10

CROCODILE The 50th Day of 
Andy: Larry & His Flask, Ayron 
Jones, Woebegone, 8 pm,  
$15

a NECTAR KnowMads, Karma 
and Nobi, Porky $coop!, Ryan 
Charles, DJ Calico, 8 pm,  
$10

THE ROYAL ROOM Sweeter 
Than The Day, The Robin 
Holcomb Band, 7:30 pm, 
$15/$20

SUBSTATION The Desperate, 
Bes, Age of Fiction, 8 pm, $8

SUNSET TAVERN Fall City, King 
Mammoth, Saints By Day, Steel 
Beans, 8 pm, $8

TRACTOR TAVERN ZOSO: 
The Ultimate Led Zeppelin 
Experience, 8 pm, $20

DJ
NEIGHBOURS Queen, 9 pm

JAZZ
FREMONT TAVERN  
Mark Lewis with Karin Kajita, 
8-11 pm, free

TULA’S Phil Parisot Quintet,  
7:30 pm, $15

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Birch Pereira and the 
Gin Joints, 9 pm, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a BENAROYA HALL ILLSLEY 
BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL 
HALL Byron Schenkman & 
Friends: An Evening of Viennese 
Classics, 7 pm, $10-$42

Fri 12/29
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Lindstrom and the 
Limit, Rapgho$t, Elena Loper,  
7 pm, $8/$10

CENTURY BALLROOM 
Swinging Pre-funk to NYE,  
6 pm, $90

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
The NSB Band Presents A ‘90s 
R&B Tribute, 9 pm, $25/$30

CROCODILE Fruition, The Lil 
Smokies, 7:30 pm, $20

DARRELL’S TAVERN Millhous, 
Bomb Squad, Greenriver Thrillers, 
Thee Deception, 9 pm- 
2 am, $10

THE FUNHOUSE Junkyard, 
The Jet City Fix, Acid Teeth, Die 
Nasty, 8:30 pm, $15/$20

HIGH DIVE Idiots Rule, The 
Lovecats, 9 pm, $6/$8

LO-FI Solar Twin, Trick Candles, 
Little Spirits, 9 pm

LUCKY LIQUOR A Benefit for 
Puerto Rico with The Heyfields, 
The Fuzz, and The Shaken 
Growlers, 9 pm, $8

SUNSET TAVERN Mike Herrera, 
Guests, 9 pm

TRACTOR TAVERN Dylan 
Jakobsen, The Lowdown Drifters, 
Dakota Poorman, 9 pm, $12

a TRIPLE DOOR LeRoy Bell & 
His Only Friends, 8 pm, $30-$40

DJ
MONKEY LOFT Holiday 
Hangover: Jon Lee, Rob Noble, 
The LoveVirus, Buck Mode, Rhett, 
10 pm-4 am, $7/$15

ORIENT EXPRESS Train Car 
House Party Takeover with 
Looters Records, 7-10 pm, free

Q NIGHTCLUB Craze Vs. Four 
Color Zack (2Cents), 10 pm- 
2 am, $15

JAZZ
TULA’S Kelley Johnson Quartet, 
7:30 pm, $20

H VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE D’Vonne Lewis,  
9:30 pm, free

Sat 12/30
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Bearaxe, Northern 
Nomads, Crooked Neighbors,  
7 pm, $8/$10

CONOR BYRNE Western 
Centuries, Guests, 9 pm, $10

a CROCODILE The Burned, 
6:30 pm, $7

DARRELL’S TAVERN  
Year End Party with Ancient 
Warlocks, Hornss, Josephine 
Chopper, Guests, 9 pm-2 am,  
$8

THE FUNHOUSE Bumblefoot, 
One Gun Shy, Janitors of Chaos, 
8:30 pm, $20/$25

HIGHWAY 99 Ben Smith & 
Friends, 8 pm, $16

KREMWERK Research: 
1800HaightStreet, Tyler 
Morrison, DJ Bricks, Gag Reflex, 
Miata Man, Dempsey, 10 pm, $10

THE ROYAL ROOM MVP: 
Michael Jackson vs. Prince,  
9 pm, $10/$15

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
Guardian Alien, Nurse Ratchett, 
Power Skeleton, 9 pm, $8

SUNSET TAVERN Sallie Ford, 
Lonely Mountain Lovers, La 
Fonda, 9 pm, $15

a TRIPLE DOOR LeRoy Bell & 
His Only Friends, 8 pm,  
$30-$40

DJ
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER  
Jai Ho! Bollywood Masquerade 
Pre-New Year’s Eve Party with  
DJ Prashant, 9 pm,  
$15-$25

CROCODILE Stylust Beats, Tom 
Kha, CiDi Beats, Samurai Del, 
8 pm, $15

MERCURY  
Winter in Wonderland Fantasy 
Ball, 9 pm, $5

SUBSTATION 4AM Vibes,  
8 pm, $10

Sun 12/31
LIVE MUSIC
a ANCHOR PUB New Year’s 
Eve at the Anchor, 8 pm- 
2 am, free

THE BACKDOOR @ ROXY’S 
The Backdoor New Year’s Eve 
Classic Hollywood Ball, 9 pm, 
$40/$250

BEST WESTERN EXECUTIVE 
INN 10th annual Shelley and the 
Curves New Year’s Eve Party,  
7 pm, $110

CLUB SUR GLAMORAMA 2018, 
7:30 pm, $30-$425

CONOR BYRNE New Years Eve 
Garbage Bash IV with Honcho 
Poncho, Sons of Rainier, and 
Chris Acker, 8 pm, $10/$15

DARRELL’S TAVERN Kings of 
Cavalier, Nordus, Upwell, Crown 
Villains, 8 pm, $10

FIDDLER’S INN Joe Judice, 
9 pm

HIGH DIVE A New Year’s 
Celebration with Super Sonic 
Soul Pimps and Karmic Unrest, 
9 pm, $15

D’Vonne Lewis
Fri Dec 29 at Vito's

Sara Gazarek
Wed Dec 27  
at Jazz Alley

2200 2ND AVE H CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE
H MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM H

FE
AT

UR
ED

12/22
FRIDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Weeed (LP Release)
Arrington De Dionyso, Diminished Men   21 and over

12/23
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Drew Martin
Gus Clark, Honey Mustard, Young-Chhaylee
21 and over

12/29
FRIDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Fruition
The Lil Smokies   21 and over

12/30
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Stylust Beats
Tom Kha, CiDi Beats, Samurai Del 21 and over

1/4
THURSDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Mac Lethal
Diveyede, INVICTVS, Mojo Barnes, Lucid, J. Ohm
21 and over

1/6
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

5th Annual Big Ass
Boombox Music Festival   All Ages

1/7 BIG ASS BOOMBOX (FREE) 1/11 SHREDDERS @ CHOP SUEY 1/12 FOREVERLAND 1/14 SCHOOL OF ROCK 1/18 
LAUV 1/19 EVER SO ANDROID 1/20 SCHISM 1/23 JOHN MAUS 1/24 DEVVON TERRELL 1/25 GIANTS IN THE TREES 
1/26 THE FLESH EATERS 1/26 SCHOOL OF ROCK 1/28 THE WHITE BUFFALO 2/1 J.I.D + EARTHGANG 2/2 FLOR

Tue 2/13 
THE WIND 

+ THE WAVE

Sun 2/18 
JOYWAVE

Fri 3/30 
CHINESE MAN

SEAMONSTERLOUNGE.COM
206 992-1120 • 2202 N 45th St • Seattle 

PRINCE TRIBUTE 
SAT DEC 30
NYE PARTY  
W/ TIFFANY WILSON AND SCREENS
SUN DEC 31

TUESDAYS W/ JOE DORIA 
Live B3 organ jazz funk $5

SOUL MUSIC WEDNESDAYS
Live Soul Bands $5

LADIES NIGHT THURSDAYS
LADIES IN FREE, $5

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS
Live funk and soul revue w/  
DJ ROC PHIZZLE $10

CUBAN/LATIN SATURDAYS $10
700 FUNK SATURDAYS $10

LIVE ELECTRIC LOUNGE  
with DEVIN BEWS & friends 
FREE

SEA MONSTER
LIVE MUSIC

9:30PM

9:30PM

9:30PM

9:00PM

9:30PM

7:00PM
10:O0PM

21+ only
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HIGHWAY 99 13th Annual 
Hayride to Hell New Year’s Eve 
Bash, 8 pm, $35-$50

JAZZBONES NYE 2018 with 
Erotic City Prince Tribute,  
8:30 pm, $20-$50

THE KRAKEN BAR & LOUNGE 
Success, Ol’ Doris, Kids on Fire, 
Good Touch, Boss Tanaka, The 
Drowns, 8 pm, $10

LEIF ERIKSON HALL  
Big Blues with Little Bill...on New 
Year‚'s Eve, 9 pm, $55/$70

LITTLE RED HEN Aaron 
Crawford, 9 pm, $10

NECTAR Neon NYE, 8 pm, 
$25-$45

SEAMONSTER LOUNGE NYE 
Party with Tiffany Wilson and 
Screens, 9 pm, $20

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB NYE 
Bash with Dead Sonics, Hi 
Crime, New Felts, 8 pm, $8

SUBSTATION Smashing 
Flannel, The Aqua Nets, 
Princeology,  
8 pm, $15

SUNSET TAVERN Sallie Ford, 
Lonely Mountain Lovers, La 
Fonda, 9 pm, $15

TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM LOUNGE 
NYE with The Hot McGandhis, 
8:30 pm, free

THE UNDERGROUND STA: 
Disorderly New Year with 
Reorder, 9 pm, $20-$35

WILDE ROVER Wilde Rover 
New Year’s Eve, 9 pm, $15

DJ
ASTON MANOR NYE 
Masquerade 2017, 9 pm-2 am, 
$40-$70

CAPITOL LOUNGE NYE 2018, 
9 pm, $10

CHOP SUEY Candi Pop NYE,  
9 pm, $15-$25

CONTOUR Club Contour NYE 
2018, 9 pm, $10-$300

CROCODILE BollyGrooves New 
Year’s Eve, 9 pm, $23-$45

DANCE UNDERGROUND New 
Year’s Eve Tango Bash, 8 pm-2 
am, $35-$45

EDEN SEATTLE New Year’s Eve 
2018, 8 pm, free

FOUNDATION New Year’s Eve 
2018: Brillz, 10 pm, $35-$60

HARD ROCK CAFE Bollywood 
New Year’s Eve, 9 pm, $25-$45

HAVANA New Year’s Eve Gala, 
8:30 pm, $35

LO-FI NYE SNAP! ‘90s Dance 
Party, 9 pm, $25

LOFT 1 Year Anniversary Party, 
8 pm

MERCURY GASP: NYE 
Lovecraft Ball, 9 pm, $10

MONKEY LOFT DROP THIS! 
NYE 2018, 10 pm-3:59 am, 
$15/$20

THE NEST New Year’s Eve 
2018: Walk on the Moon with DJ 
Neil Armstrong at The Nest,  
7 pm-1 am, $100

OLD PEQULIAR New Year’s Eve 
Bash, 9 pm, free

ORA NIGHTCLUB Euphoria: 
A New Year’s Eve Masquerade 
Affair, 9 pm, $25

PETTIROSSO Celebrate NYE 
with the Still Ill DJs, 9 pm, $10

THE PIONEER COLLECTIVE 
Night Shift NYE 2018, 9 pm, 
$35-$45

RED LOUNGE  
New Year’s Eve Extravaganza, 
9 pm, $30

SNOQUALMIE CASINO  
Let’s Ring in 2018 at Snoqualmie 
Casino, 10 pm, $20

STAGE SEATTLE STAGE 
Seattle New Years Eve 2018,  
9 pm-2 am, $15+

STONE KARAOKE AND 
LOUNGE Harlem Nights New 
Year’s Eve Party, 9 pm, $30

SUITE LOUNGE  
New Year’s Eve 2018, 6 pm, 
$30-$1,000

TRINITY New Year’s Eve at 
Trinity, 8 pm, $20+

JAZZ
BENAROYA HALL S. MARK 
TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM New Year’s 
Eve: Great Balls of Fire!, 9 pm, 
$56-$154

THE ROYAL ROOM New 
Year’s Eve at the Royal Room, 
8 pm, $65

H TULA’S Stephanie Porter 
Quintet, 8 pm, $45

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE New Year's Eve with 
Afrocop, 9 pm-1 am

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
ST. JAMES CATHEDRAL  
The Americans in Paris: A 
Gala New Year’s Eve with the 
Cathedral Choir, 11 pm,  
$30

a VOLUNTEER PARK 
CONSERVATORY Harp Music 
at the Conservatory, 1-2 pm,  
free

Mon 1/1
LIVE MUSIC
THE FUNHOUSE  
Monsters Among Gods, Rue The 
Day, Chronic Trigger, Daughters 
of Nyx, 8 pm, $8/$10

DJ
H MONKEY LOFT The 
Breakfast Club with Marbs - 
New Year's Day 2018, 4 pm

Tues 1/2
LIVE MUSIC
CHOP SUEY Merchant Mariner, 
Boxcar Tourists, The Driftwood 
Walkers, 7 pm, $5

JAZZ
JAZZ ALLEY  
Pearl Django with Neil 
Andersson, 7:30 pm,  
$30.50

Wed 1/3
LIVE MUSIC
TRIPLE DOOR Jim Basnight, 
7:30 pm, $13/$15

JAZZ
JAZZ ALLEY Pearl Django with 
Neil Andersson, 7:30 pm,  
$30.50

Stephanie Porter
Sun Dec 31 at Tula's

BOB SUH

ALL SHOWS / ALL AGES BAR W/ID 
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

 110 S. HORTON
JUST OFF 1ST AVE SOUTH

More Info 206-286-1312
www.studioseven.us

  
UP & COMING
1/12 LAFIEL DIGG$ / PARAGON 
$IXX / LOAFF / GREAT DANE / 
RECESSION PROOF ENTERTAINMENT 
/ THA REAL ROB / YOGI DA1 / DJ 
SMURFF 1/30 GIRLS NIGHT OUT 21 
3/6 I SET MY FRIENDS ON FIRE / 
KISSING CANDACE / AWAKEN I AM 
3/13 WATAIN / DESTROYER 666 3/16 
FOZZY 3/24 KILLER BEE 3/25 AUSTIN 
JOHN WINKLER 4/28 TKO / PALOOKA 
/ ONE GUN SHY 6/16 ULI JON ROT

WED 12/20   7PM 

NECRONOMIDO
ZEROSHIKI (FROM JAPAN) 

 + GUESTS

SAT 12/23   7PM

CAVIAR GOLD 
APPRECIATION 

SHOW
12/31    10PM  

ELECTRIC 
NEW YEARS EVE 

GLOW
FRI 1/5  7PM

FATES WARINING
“THEORIES OF FLIGHT”  

W/ COVEN / THE PEOPLE NOW /
KILLIAN MAHAFFEY

WED  1/17    7PM 

ESHAM 
 GUESTS

SAT 1/20 7PM

VICIOUS RUMORS
CHRONOLOGICAL INJUSTICE / 

SPLINTERED THRONE

THU 1/25   8PM

3 BRUH
SANS PETER /  FEVER POINT

SUN 1/28 6:30PM
AVATAR
THE BRAINS

HELLZAPOPPIN

THU 2/1 7PM
VESSELS

MODERN COLOR
SET SIGHTS & GUESTS

TUE 2/27 6PM
SEPTICFLESH

DARK FUNERAL
THY ANTICHRIST & GUESTS

http://www.studioseven.us
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I 
know I wasn’t the only one who thought 
Anne Helen Petersen’s Buzzfeed arti-
cle “Ten Long Years of Trying to Make 
Armie Hammer Happen” seemed a little 

extra nasty, if not entirely inaccurate.
The piece argued that the only reason 

Armie Hammer still has a high-profile ca-
reer is that he’s exactly the sort of rich, bland, 

white, patrician man the 
Hollywood machine is 
built to cosset, at the ex-
pense of less-privileged 

actors who don’t get to make high-profile 
super-bombs (like The Lone Ranger and 
The Man from U.N.C.L.E.) and keep working.

I had no opinion about Hammer going into 
the screening of Call Me by Your Name, a new 
film by Luca Guadagnino, whose past work 
(A Bigger Splash, I Am Love) I really admire.

As I sat watching the story of unexpected 
passion between a teenage boy and a slight-
ly older male grad student staying with his 
family at their palatial Northern Italian villa 
during the languid, dappled, decadent sum-
mer of 1983, I thought three things:

(1) James Ivory (Maurice, The Remains 
of the Day, Howards End), who wrote the 
screenplay based on André Aciman’s novel, 
is the laureate of agonizingly slow-burn-
ing love shared by inexpressive people in 
stately houses, (2) Guadagnino seems able 
to make the air around this family actually 
swoon with intellectual fecundity and erotic 
possibility, and (3) honestly, what is Armie 
Hammer doing there?

Hammer plays Oliver, the American grad 

student who captivates the imagination and 
emotions of young Elio, a musical prodigy 
poised at the frustrating age when you’re 
supposed to start choosing a path but you 
can’t seem to take a step in any direction.

Elio’s budding love for Oliver is predicated 
not only on the older man’s beauty, but on his 
confidence, stealth, charisma, and whatev-
er you call that organic, ineffable thing that 
sometimes happens between people.

Timothée Chalamet (recently seen as the 
pretentious indie-rock rich kid boyfriend in 
Lady Bird) is perfect as Elio. He’s coltish 
one minute, graceful the next, and always 
one step ahead of everyone. Intelligence 

streams out of him as convincingly as lust 
and longing. The question then becomes: Is 
Oliver, as embodied by Hammer, worthy of 
Elio’s adoration? I just can’t see it.

He’s handsome and normal and masculine 
in the way of preppy villains in 1980s mov-
ies. But there’s no music in his voice or his 
physicality. He lacks grace, wit, allure. He’s 
pure dude—which many people reportedly 
find hot. But Oliver’s drab masculinity is a 
bummer in the context of Guadagnino’s con-
cupiscent palazzo.

Maybe that’s precisely what attracts the 
young boffin who’s grown up surrounded by 
art and finery. But we’re also meant to believe 

that, at least for a time, Oliver is just as ar-
dent for Elio, which simply doesn’t ring true.

Hammer wears the boy’s desire as un-
convincingly as he does that Star of David 
pendant around his neck.

This leaves a hole at the center of what 
would otherwise be—and still, semi-mirac-
ulously, is—a very involving, melancholy 
film. It helps that the very best bit comes 
near the end: a long, heartrending speech 
by Elio’s father (Michael Stuhlbarg) that 
reframes everything, and makes you long 
to see the secret other film about this fam-
ily that lurks at the edges of Guadagnino’s 
frame. ■

You and Whose Armie?
Call Me by Your Name is a  

beautiful love song with a hollow center.
BY SEAN NELSON

DARKEST HOUR
dir. Joe Wright

Timothée Chalamet (left) plays Elio, who has a crush on Oliver, played by Armie Hammer (right).

Gary Oldman as Churchill.

CALL ME BY  
YOUR NAME
dir. Luca Guadagnino

The Old Bathtub Trick
My problem with Darkest Hour,  

the new movie about Winston Churchill.
BY CHARLES MUDEDE

H
ere is my first (but not main) prob-
lem with Darkest Hour, a film about 
Winston Churchill pulling Great 
Britain from the brink of disaster 
in the early days of World War II: 

It’s too long. Everything the film 
has to say could have been easily 
and neatly packed into 80 brisk 
minutes.

We would see the unstoppable Nazis and 
Great Britain’s defeat at Dunkirk; we would 
hear from those who want to appease Hitler 
and from those who do not. Churchill, in the 
latter group, would have his many enemies 
in the government and parliament, but he 
would not be defeated. He would become 
the prime minister, and the rest would be 

history. Movie over.
Instead, we hear lots and lots of Churchill. 

He does not stop talking, dictating, giving 
speeches. Indeed, I can’t recall one moment 
in the whole movie when Churchill, played 

by Gary Oldman, is quiet and try-
ing to think something through. 
He has no thoughts. He only has a 
mouth that’s supported by a plump 

but obviously fake second chin. (Oldman is 
much too thin for the portly, whisky-swilling, 
cigar-puffing prime minister.)

My main problem with Darkest Hour, 
however, is a disturbing scene that happens 
somewhere in the middle of the movie and 
involves Churchill and his young and con-
ventionally attractive secretary, Elizabeth 

Layton (Lily James). What happens is this: 
Churchill is taking a bath and dictating 
something of great importance to his sec-
retary through a closed 
door. Layton is in the 
hall, where she has set 
up a little table and 
a clunky typewriter. 
Then Churchill sudden-
ly announces that he is 
leaving the bathroom 
“in a state of nature” 
and that his young sec-
retary should get ready 
for it. It’s going to hap-
pen. He is a busy man. 
He doesn’t have time to 
get dressed.

And out he walks as naked as Adam. The 
secretary lowers her eyes and keeps typing. 
This scene is supposed to be cutesy, but in 
our #MeToo moment, it looks exactly like 
what it is: sexual harassment. This is not a 
laughing matter. An old and powerful man is 
forcing the sight of his penis on a powerless 

young woman without her consent.
Now, I saw Darkest Hour at the Orcas Is-

land Film Festival in early October, many 
weeks before the rev-
elations about Harvey 
Weinstein’s long his-
tory of sexual assault 
initiated a massive cul-
tural shift in the Unit-
ed States. Before Wein-
stein, that scene would 
have sadly passed with 
almost no notice. But 
after the downfall of 
Weinstein and Char-
lie Rose and Louis C.K. 
and many others, it is 
the most pronounced 

thing in the film. Audiences will not see it as 
the light moment that its filmmaker seems to 
have intended. It also dates Darkest Hour. It 
was clearly made before this watershed mo-
ment in workplace rights for women, given 
the way it’s handled. The movie is already 
history before it’s released. ■
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5030 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, SEATTLE  •  206-524-8554
www.scarecrow.com

Sign Up for a 

Membership for 

Discounts & 

Rental Deals! 

see our website 

for details  

2 FOR 1 
RENTAL 

WEDNESDAY

TWIN 
PEAKS 
THE THIRD 
SEASON
DVD $49.95  
Blu-ray $64.95

Guardians of our cinematic memories since 1988. Proudly non-profi t since 2014.
blog.scarecrow.com/donations

3-disc Limited Steelbook Blu-ray $69.95

SUSPIRIASUSPIRIASUSPIRIA
Legendary Italian Horror Masterpiece

http://www.scarecrow.com
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Top Picks
THURS DEC 21

‘Female Trouble’
I don’t know about you, but the saccharine nature 
of Christmas makes me want to lock obnoxious 
children up in an attic, rob a few stores, and fuck 
some drugged-out hippies. As luck would have it, 
John Waters’s Female Trouble is the Christmas 
movie that delivers all of these desires—along with 
murder, Divine jumping on a trampoline, and more 
murder. It’s a teen girl’s fantasy as envisioned 
by an acid-riddled homosexual in the 1970s. It’s 
also the best Christmas movie ever made—and if 
you don’t agree, you can go eat shit and die. (Ark 
Lodge Cinemas, 8 pm, $11.) CHASE BURNS

OPENING MON DEC 25

‘Molly’s Game’
It does not matter that this film is based on a 
real story. Reality sucks if it is not fucked with, 
which will certainly be the case in this crime 
drama about a woman (Jessica Chastain) who 
was a world-class skier and who also happened 
to run a world-class underground poker joint. 
The Russians were in on the action, just like the 
2016 election. The FBI busted her shit up. What 
did she do wrong? Girls just want to have fun. 
The over-acclaimed screenwriter Aaron Sorkin 
decided that this would be the first film he direct-
ed. Expect to enjoy the parts of this film that are 
devoted to crime, and expect to be bored by the 
parts devoted to redemption. (Various locations.) 
CHARLES MUDEDE

‘Phantom Thread’
The alleged news that this will be Daniel 
Day-Lewis’s final outing as an actor would only 
be reason enough to see this film if you actually 
believe he truly won’t ever act again once he’s 
finished cobbling or whatever he’s doing this 
time. But really, all you need to know is that he’s 
in it. Boom, it’s a don’t-miss. But then you see the 
trailer, in which obsessive jealousy burns slowly, 

causing terrible damage as it mounts, and you 
see the makings of a Paul Thomas Anderson gem, 
and another brilliant performance by Day-Lewis, 
one of the finest actors who ever drew breath. 
(Various locations.) SEAN NELSON

THROUGH DEC 28

‘It’s a Wonderful Life’
Shortly after It’s a Wonderful Life’s 1946 release, 
James Agee, one of the few American film critics 
of that era still worth reading, noted the film’s 
grueling aspect. “Often,” he wrote, “in its pile-driv-
ing emotional exuberance, it outrages, insults, or 
at least accosts without introduction, the cooler 
and more responsible parts of the mind.” These 
cautions are followed by a telling addendum: “It is 
nevertheless recommended, and will be reviewed 
at length as soon as the paralyzing joys of the sea-
son permit.” Paralyzing joys are the very heart of 
George Bailey’s saga. The sacrifices he makes for 
being “the richest man in town” resonate bitterly 
even as they lead to the finale’s effusive payoff. 
They are what make the film immortal. (Grand 
Illusion, $9.) SEAN NELSON

OPENS FRI DEC 29

‘The Other Side of Hope’
With this superb film, the great Finnish director 
Aki Kaurismäki returns to the subject that haunts 
Europe: immigration. In Kaurismäki’s 2011 Le 
Havre, the immigrant is an 11-year-old black  

Beggars of Life
Northwest Film Forum, 
Thurs Dec 21, $12,  
7:30 pm
Campout Cinema: 
Batman Returns
Museum of Pop Culture, 
Thurs Dec 21, 7 pm,  
$14
Coco
Various locations
The Disaster Artist
SIFF Cinema Uptown, $14
Downsizing
Various locations, opening 
Fri Dec 22
Elf
Central Cinema, $8/$10, 
through Dec 23
The Greatest Showman
Various locations

Princess Mononoke
Central Cinema,  
Dec 26-30, $8
Rare Exports:  
A Christmas Tale
SIFF Film Center,  
Dec 21-24, $14
Rocky Horror Picture 
Show: Holiday Edition
Central Cinema, Thurs 
Dec 28, 8 pm, $14,  
sold out
The Shape of Water
SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 
$11/$14
Thor: Ragnarok
Various locations
Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri
SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
$11/$14

Short List

Phantom Thread

www.farawayentertainment.com
please visit our website for showtimes and more:

ADMIRAL 
THEATER
ADMIRAL 
THEATER

2343 California Ave SW, Seattle, WA 98116
MOVIE LINE: 206-938-0360

Fri 12/22 - Thu 1/4

The Greatest Showman (PG) 

Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle (PG-13) 

Star Wars: The Last Jedi (PG-13)

Coco (PG)

2D & 3D
No 3D surcharge

Ferdinand (PG)
Cry room is available for all shows*

Pitch Perfect 3 (PG-13) 

Father Figures (R)

4329 University Way NE Seattle, WA 98105
MOVIE LINE: 206-632-7218

www.farawayentertainment.com

please visit our website for showtimes and more:
*check web site for cry room times

FRI 12/22 - THU 1/4

2D & 3D
No 3D surcharge

http://www.farawayentertainment.com
http://www.farawayentertainment.com
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African. In The Other Side of Hope, the 
immigrant is a Syrian refugee. The former is 
set in France; the latter is set in Kaurismäki’s 
country, Finland. The former film is a fairy tale; 
the latter is much less so. Its realism is in the 
understanding that though neo-Nazis are a 
bunch of buffoons, their politics present a real 
and consistent danger for a democracy. The film 
is also plenty funny. (SIFF Film Center, $11/$14.) 
CHARLES MUDEDE

SUN DEC 31

‘Moulin Rouge!’ New Year’s Eve 
Party Sing-Along

If you’re anything like me, the hardest part of 
watching Moulin Rouge on the big screen for 
the first time was not getting to sing along. From 
“Lady Marmalade” to “Rhythm of the Night” to 
“Material Girl” to “Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best 
Friend” to “Your Song,” the soundtrack practically 
begs for vocal accompaniment. Now all the 
musical-theater nerds who love this movie will get 
their chance at this sing-along screening of Moulin 
Rouge. (SIFF Cinema Uptown, 6:30 pm, $20.) 
CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

JAN 3–7

‘Bugs’
Sadly, this documentary by Andreas Johnsen, 
which features two chefs getting real about the 
future of the human diet (eating insects), does 
not include Seattle’s very own world-renowned 

bug chef, David George Gordon (he is in another 
film, Bugs on the Menu). Nevertheless, the film 

must be seen 
because we as 
a species need 
to dramatically 
change how 
we eat. There is 
no way around 
it. Eating beef 
and pork is 

not sustainable. But eating grasshoppers and 
certain worms is. If they sound disgusting to 
you, remember that lobsters were once consid-
ered food for the poorest of the poor. You can 
change. (Northwest Film Forum, $12.)  
CHARLES MUDEDE

NOW PLAYING

‘Star Wars: The Last Jedi’
The spectacles in Star Wars: The Last Jedi are 
some of the most powerful and believable in 
the franchise—Luke Skywalker’s dark island, 
the interiors of the First Order’s battleships, 
the space battles. The audience is completely 
immersed in this distant galaxy with its operatic 
narrative. But what do we find once we get there? 
A scene that’s recognizably pro-vegetarianism; 
a sophisticated critique of the destructive, 
elitist principles of the Jedi religion; a feminist 
rejection of male impulsiveness and a celebration 
of rational, thoughtful female leadership; and a 
political economy that springs from the idea that 
many of the problems of this galaxy might be 
related to its laissez-faire market. All of this is in 
the new Star Wars film, which may disappoint 
Trump supporters but will certainly be enjoyed 
by every other human in this galaxy. (Various 
locations.) CHARLES MUDEDE

Early Warnings
I, TONYA Various locations, opening Fri Jan 5

THE POST Various locations, opening Fri Jan 5

LABYRINTH Central Cinema, Jan 4—7, $8/$10

PUGET SOUNDTRACK: POSTCARD FROM THE BADLANDS PRESENTS MOON  
Northwest Film Forum, 8 pm, $16

NORDIC LIGHTS FILM FESTIVAL Jan 11—14, $11/$14/$75

WINTER LIGHT: THE FILMS OF INGMAR BERGMAN Seattle Art Museum, Jan 11—March 15, $9/$78

Star Wars:  
The Last Jedi

206 N. 36th St. Fremont
georgeanddragonpub.com

MON: LATE NITE HAPPY HOUR 10-CLOSE
TUE: PUB QUIZ 8PM 

WED: WHISKEY OF THE WEEK
THU 9-CLOSE & FRI ALL DAY: JAMESON + BALEBREAKER $8 

HAPPY HOUR: MON-FRI, 3-7
ON TV: PREMIER LEAGUE & CHAMPIONS 

LEAGUE GAMES + MUCH MORE!  
SHOWING SEAHAWKS & SOUNDERS GAMES! Bar open until 2am

206.682.3049 • ilbistro.net

Pike Place Market

Happy Hour Daily
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Top Picks
THURS DEC 21

Agrodolce Anniversary  
Winter Pasta Feast
To mark turning a half decade old, chef Maria 
Hines’s Southern Italian trattoria Agrodolce has 
selected five of the most-loved meals from their 
five-year run, all of them highlighting the restau-
rant’s hand-milled pasta: hand cut tagliarini with 
sweet myrtle, Sicilian pistachio, and pecori-
no; cuttlefish ink spaghetti with romanesco, 
anchovy, and pine nuts; melted leek ravioli with 
smoked cauliflower puree and ricotta; charred 
eggplant triangolini with pepper and walnut pe-
sto; and red wheat mafalde in a wild mushroom 
cream sauce. (Agrodolce, 5–9 pm, $12–$50.) 
JULIANNE BELL

SAT DEC 23

Feast of the Seven Fishes
Ethan Stowell’s chic date-night spot Anchovies 
& Olives revels in fresh seafood and Italian fare, 

so it makes sense that the traditional Christmas-
time “Festa dei Sette Pesci” (Feast of the Seven 
Fishes) would land right in their wheelhouse. Chef 
Kyl Haselbauer’s family-style four-course menu 
features oysters, crudo, grilled octopus, steamed 
Manila clams, Dungeness crab, grilled whole 
branzino, and—naturally—anchovies, with a Greek 
yogurt and white chocolate panna cotta with 
huckleberry compote for dessert. (Anchovies & 
Olives, 5–11 pm, $80/$125.) JULIANNE BELL

SUN DEC 31

Baller Beer & Bubbles
There’s the phrase “champagne taste on a beer 
budget,” but as the GIF says, why don’t we have 
both? Belltown’s James Beard Award–nominated 
“weird beer and good food” bar No Anchor high-
lights upscale sparklers and tasty suds alike on their 
high-low New Year’s Eve dinner menu, with a roster 
of rare and unusual craft brews and “dope natural 

G
ood cooking takes time and effort, 
and it’s physical work. I am remind-
ed of this every time I gleefully slurp 
my way through a bowl of biang  
biang noodles at Xi’an Noodles.

The onomatopoetic name of these noodles 
refers to the hard work that goes into making 
them—biang biang is the sound the hand-rolled 
dough makes when it’s repeatedly slapped 
against the counter to thin it. The dough is then 
pulled and stretched before being hand-ripped 

into long, jagged-edge 
noodles. In Xi’an’s tiny, 
semi-open kitchen, gi-
ant stockpots and woks 

burble and sizzle over open flames. Five cooks 
in matching black T-shirts maneuver around 
each other in tight choreography—noodles get 
dunked in boiling water, noodles get fished out, 
limbs cross, sauces are ladled, steaming bowls 
get garnished with herbs. It’s mesmerizing.

Xi’an, one of China’s oldest cities, was, sig-
nificantly, the eastern end of the Silk Road, 
and its food bears the mark of the many cul-
tures whose people and goods traveled there. 
A Muslim influence can be seen in the abun-
dance of lamb dishes, as well as the flatbreads 
and spices such as cumin.

You’ll find cumin lamb and cumin beef 
“burgers” (each $5.99) under the menu heading 
of “Very popular street food in China—Worth 
Trying.” There’s truth in advertising. Both 
meats (stewed with plenty of cumin, red chili, 
and garlic until tender and then finely shred-
ded) are stuffed into dense, griddled buns that 
absorb the flavorful braising liquid. Add a sprin-
kling of chopped scallions and a few sprigs of 
cilantro from the DIY topping and sauce bar.

But the noodles are the real stars here. 
They are thin and wide, lovely ribbons with 

uneven sticky surfaces that sometimes get 
tangled up with each other, creating even 
more surface area for the flavorful oils and 
sauces. Their texture is remarkable: soft and 
slippery, extraordinarily and satisfyingly 
chewy. They are available with your choice 
of meat—beef, lamb, or two different kinds of 
pork—and served with or without soup.

In Mount Qi pork soup ($9.99), chunks of 
braised meat and noodles bob around in a 
crimson broth crowded with airy clouds of 
scrambled egg and quivering cubes of tofu. 
The tingly beef ($9.95), flavored with green 
Szechuan peppercorns, kisses your lips with 
a pleasant buzz. But I can never get myself to 
stray from the cumin lamb ($9.95)—unfail-
ingly earthy, musky, and darkly, almost pri-
mordially, gratifying. (Even the “dry” noodles 

here are plenty saucy and moist.)
There are also several meat-free options: 

hot oil noodles ($9.95) with chilies and snap-
py bean sprouts, noodles sautéed with egg 
and tomatoes ($9.95), and vegetable noodles 
($9.95) with broccoli, peppers, cabbage, and 
red onions (plus a pungent garlic under-
tone). The latter is clean and bright, if com-
paratively a bit bland.

But you can easily adjust things by adding 
some chili oil, sesame paste, sesame oil, black 
vinegar, soy sauce, scallions, or cilantro from 
the sauce bar. The condiments are set atop a 
large, gleaming stainless-steel table that no 
doubt serves as the noodle-making station 
in off hours. Everything at Xi’an can be sea-
soned as you see fit. It seems only right that 
you should get your hands a little dirty. ■

Delicious Hand-Ripped Noodles
The delights of eating at  

Xi’an Noodles in the University District.
BY ANGELA GARBES

Biang biang noodles with cumin lamb—earthy, musky, and gratifying.
SUZI PRATT

XI’AN NOODLES
5259 University Way NE, 
206-522-8888

GEOFFREY SMITH

Delicious, Authentic 
Thai Food

727 East Pike St • 206-324-8833
www.ayutthayathai.com

Celebrating 30 years on Capitol Hill!

Lunch & Dinner • Full Bar

Happy Hour Daily 4-6 & 9-close

>> HOLIDAY HOURS <<
Christmas Eve & Day: Closed

New Year’s Eve & Day: Open at 4pm

http://www.ayutthayathai.com
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Come on by for a fresh and tasty Craft Beer 
and enjoy the sweeping views of the Olympic Mountains and Elliot Bay

New Pike Place MarketFront location - NOW OPEN!

Now taking reservations for Company Holiday Parties 

www.oldstove.com | 1901 Western Ave.

Hoppy 
Holidays!

Hoppy 
Holidays!

LIVE MUSIC MOST NIGHTS
- FOR FULL CALENDAR VISIT OUR WEBSITE -

HIGHLINESEATTLE.COM 
210 Broadway Ave E • 328.7837

DECADENT 
VEGAN FOOD

7 days •  5-11pm 

5840 Airport Way S. Ste. 121
www.machinehousebrewery.com

Onsite
Taproom

Open  
Wed-Sun

Fine English Ales 
brewed in the heart  
of Georgetown
SEATTLE’S ONLY  
ALL-CASK TAPROOM

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM

MACHINE
HOUSE 
BREWERY
SEATTLE’S HOME  
FOR CASK ALE

http://www.oldstove.com
http://www.machinehousebrewery.com
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bubbles” poured alongside luxuriously snackable 
bites like smoked trout and foie gras on crackers. 
(No Anchor, 5:30 and 8:30 pm, $50.) JULIANNE BELL

New Year’s Eve at Eden Hill
James Beard Award–nominated chef Maximillian 
Petty of Eden Hill is known for his playful and 
imaginative creations: a foie gras “cake batter,” a 
pig head candy bar, kettle corn brussels sprouts. 
He’s sure to bring that same sense of whimsy and 
innovation to his decadent five-course New Year’s 
Eve prix-fixe menu, which begins with a Marcona 
almond tartlet with fresh ricotta made in-house 
that afternoon and ends with a dark-chocolate ball 
drop that you can eat just before the Times Square 
ball drops. (Eden Hill, 4–11 pm, $105.) JULIANNE BELL

Toshikoshi Soba
In Japan, eating toshikoshi soba (“year-passing 
noodles”) on New Year’s Eve is thought to impart 
longevity and prosperity, in part because of soba’s 
association with the marvelously resilient buck-
wheat plant and in part because it’s believed that 
the noodles, which are easily cut, aid in severing 
the hardship of the previous year. You can test this 
theory for yourself with Kamonegi’s soba noodles, 
made meticulously by hand with buckwheat 

ground in-house. Their efficacy is said to be pro-
portional to how delicious they are, so know that 
you’ll be in good hands: Chef and owner Mutsuko 
Soma was just declared the 2017 Seattle chef of 
the year by both Eater and its readers. (Kamonegi, 
11 am–2 pm, 4–10 pm, $20.) JULIANNE BELL

THROUGH DEC 31

Holiday Tea in the Fireside Room
Instead of gazing at a virtual Yule log video, take 
your tea beside a real roaring, crackling hearth at 
Hotel Sorrento’s Fireside Room, a Mad Men–wor-
thy mid-century vision in opulent ochre mahogany 
paneling. You can nosh on posh teatime fare—like 
freshly baked chocolate-filled croissants with 
butter and jam, cucumber and cream-cheese 
finger sandwiches, and chocolate espresso pots 
de creme with strawberries—as you sink into a 
squishy high-backed leather chair and enjoy the 
sounds of a baby grand piano. If you’re lucky, you 
might even spy the ghost of Alice B. Toklas, who is 
said to roam the halls of the hotel. (Hotel Sorrento, 
$37, not offered on Dec 24 or 25.) JULIANNE BELL

Bateau New Year’s  
Eve 2017
Bateau, Sun Dec 31, 
5-9:30 pm, $125
Junebaby New Year’s 
Eve 2017
Junebaby, Sun Dec 31,  
5 pm, $95
Miracle on 2nd Pop-Up
Rob Roy, free admission, 
through Dec 24

New Year’s Eve at 
Tarsan i Jane
Tarsan i Jane, Sun  
Dec 31, 5-8:45 pm,  
$155-$185
Sicilian Feast of Seven 
Fishes Dinner
Agrodolce, Sun Dec 24, 
2:30-8:30 pm, $70-$90 
Tarsan i Jane  
Christmas Eve  
Chinese Tasting
Tarsan i Jane, Sun  
Dec 24, 5-7:15 pm, $150

Early Warnings
SHELLFISH SHOWCASE Various locations, Sun 
Jan 7, free

NINTH ANNUAL BELGIAN FEST Seattle Center 
Pavilion, Sat Jan 27, 12–9:30 pm, $37/$45

CHOCOFEST  Pike Brewing Company, Sun Feb 11, 
6-9 pm, $60

SEATTLE WINE AND FOOD EXPERIENCE  
Various locations, Feb 22–24, $55–$220

Short 
List

BELLEVUE
Evergreens
Casual salad chain
555 110th Ave NE

BELLTOWN
Jerk Shack
Caribbean jerk chicken 
and seafood
2510 First Ave

CAPITOL HILL
Bok a Bok Fried Chicken
Second location of Korean 
fried chicken joint
925 E Pike St

By the Pound 
Delicatessen
Classic New York-style 
deli with secret bar
1801 E Olive Way

DOWNTOWN
Chavez
Authentic Mexican cuisine
2001 Western Ave,  
Suite 105
Mercato Stellina
Handmade pasta and 
pizza
2001 Western Ave,  
Suite 110

SPiN
Ping pong bar
1511 Sixth Ave

FREMONT
Fremont Bowl 
Japanese donburi rice 
bowls and poke
4258 Fremont Ave N,  
Suite 4262

GEORGETOWN
Full Throttle Bottles
Reopening of specialty 
beer and wine store
5909 Airport Way S

RAVENNA
Sun Liquor Spirits 
Bottle Shop
Spirits from local  
craft distillery
4612 Union Bay Pl NE, Suite 110

WALLINGFORD
Friday Afternoon
Geeky tea shop
4228 Stone Way N
Nacho Mama’s Tamales
Tamales with a twist inside 
Seamonster Lounge
2202 N 45th St

New Bars & Restaurants

Holiday Tea in 
the Fireside 

Room

HELENA KHU

$4.50 MICROS
$5 PREMIUM WELLS

FOOD UNDER $7  
5513 Airport Way S.

206.763.1660
www.stellarpizza.com

NOW  
AVAILABLE ON
GRUBHUB & 
UBEREATS

HAPPY HOUR  
3-6PM DAILY

OPEN EARLY  
FOR HOME GAMES

Before, During 
& After Football 

Games!

ONE BLOCK WEST OF CENTURY LINK FIELD
553 1ST AVE S • 206-628-0474

www.trianglepub.com

NFL
SUNDAY TICKET

Coors LightMan Cans

$6

Watch All the NFL Games Here!
 Open 10am  Blood Mary Specials 

Fine Ales And Spirits
Near the Center of the Universe at the 

Corner of 35th. and Stone Way N.
206-547-2967

Se
attle

’s Best Fish & Chips

 Pacific Inn Pub

OPEN SUN,  
CHRISTMAS EVE, 10-4

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

OPEN SUN,  
NEW YEAR’S EVE, 10-2

CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY

we ship
seafood overnight

anywhere in the usa
or we pack for 

air travel

Fresh Fresh  
ALAsKAN hALIBUT

we ship
seafood overnight

anywhere in the usa
or we pack for 

air travel

Fresh Fresh  
ALAsKAN hALIBUT

we ship
seafood overnight

anywhere in the usa
or we pack for 

air travel

Fresh Fresh  
ALAsKAN hALIBUT

Finest Seafood
Quality Poultry

Ranch Eggs
Select Wines

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-6PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-5PM

HAPPY HOUR 
2pm–7PM

$4 WELLS M-TH
10pm–11pm

OLYMPIA PINTS
$3.25 DAILY

EST. 1935

8507 5th Ave NE
206 -522 -1515

FREE POOL

NBA LEAGUE PASS

NHL CENTER ICE

http://www.stellarpizza.com
http://www.trianglepub.com
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Dec 20, 1860: South Carolina 
is the first state to secede from 
the United States, soon to be 
followed by Mississippi, Florida, 
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and 
Texas, then Virginia, Arkansas, 
Tennessee, and North Carolina—a 
Confederacy of 11 states with a 
population of nine million people 
who believed they legally owned 
four million people.

Dec 20, 1956: The Montgomery Bus 
Boycott ends when the integration 
ordered by the US Supreme Court is 
carried out. The boycott had begun 

one year and one fortnight earlier 
when Rosa Parks was arrested for 
refusing to surrender her seat to a 
white man.

Dec 23, 1888: Vincent van Gogh 
loses his ear in what is either an 
act of deliberate self-harm brought 
on by depression or a violent fight 
with his friend and fellow painter 
(and fencing enthusiast) Paul 
Gauguin at the Yellow House in 
Arles, France.

Dec 25, 336: The Roman Catholic 
Church borrows the Mithraic cel-

ebration of the Day of the Invisible 
Sun to ascribe a birth date to its 
savior, Jesus of Nazareth. Merry 
Christmas, suckers.

Dec 25, 1776: General George 
Washington leads a battalion of 
2,400 troops across the Delaware 
River to execute a surprise raid on 
1,500 mercenary German soldiers at 
Trenton, New Jersey.

Dec 25, 1868: President Andrew 
Johnson grants general amnesty to 
all who fought for the Confederacy 
in the American Civil War.

Dec 29, 1890: The seventh cavalry 
of the US army massacres more 
than 200 members of the Sioux 
tribe at Wounded Knee Creek, 
South Dakota.

Jan 1, 1863: President Abraham 
Lincoln delivers the final Emanci-
pation Proclamation, which states 
“that all persons held as slaves are, 
and henceforward shall be free,” 
but only in the Confederate states. 
It also calls for military recruit-
ment of black soldiers, nearly 
200,000 of whom would join the 
Union forces.

In Secret BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY

Trump has only been president for 11 months.

SEATTLE WALK REPORT

LAUREN WEINSTEIN

LIANA FINCK 

ACROSS

1. [Move your car, idiot!]
5. Record Store Day purchases
8. Nabokov masterwork
14. New Balance rival
15. Turn served on a boat
16. Common soccer result
17. Island off Tanzania
19. Sasha and Malia’s dad
20. Feminist Smeal
21. ___ Avivian
22. Amtrak stop: Abbr.
23. ___ magazine (junk mail from 

the school you went to)
25. Simply the best
27. Home for the Liszt School of 

Music
30. Armando who created the 

HBO show “Veep”
32. Tasty!”
33. “The Post” star
34. Accidental repeat of an entry 

in a crossword grid
36. Snake driver, for short
37. Concludes
41. Native Kiwis
43. Story of my life
44. XT5 maker
47. Jared Goff’s team
50. Prince Valiant’s bride
51. Song whose chorus begins 

“Talkin’ ’bout / Hey now! / Hey 
now! / Hey now! / Hey now!”

53. Wing in a luxury hotel, 
maybe

54. “Dude!”
56. Shutting down
60. Pink fish
62. “Ask me later”
63. Most unfriendly
64. Jameis Winston, briefly
65. French 101 verb
66. “Secret” figures hidden among 

the third, sixth, tenth, and 
thirteenth rows in this puzzle

67. The better half
68. Chestnut color

DOWN

1. Light smog
2. Roundish shape
3. Pool ball with a yellow stripe
4. Shaq-as-genie movie
5. Jeremy Corbyn’s party
6. ___ tech (scrip filler)
7. Title for Mark Rylance
8. Earring spot
9. Hanging out to dry, say
10. Primus guitarist LaLonde
11. “Still busy”
12. Little breath mint
13. Chemical salt
18. Visiting Grauman’s Chinese 

Theater, say
21. Sparkling headwear
24. Go over in excruciating detail

26. Accidental repeat of an entry 
in a crossword grid

27. Sanctioned item: Abbr.

28. Bird in the Outback

29. Little devil

31. Bring home

33. Overexert

35. Give off

36. Fifth note in a scale

38. Dunking org.

39. Lacking light

40. “Little help, please!”

42. Colorado city on the Rio 
Grande

44. Creme de ___ (liqueur)

45. Llama relative

46. Give someone a hand?

47. Purple flowers

48. “Smack That” rapper

49. Team list

52. Happen

55. Six footers at a picnic

57. All about right about now

58. “Year One” author Roberts

59. Spider-Man’s girlfriend ___ 
Stacy

61. Came across

62. Watson Health developer

Find the solution at  
thestranger.com/puzzlesolution. 

GREG STUMP

this fortnight
H H H  in H H H

History
Memorable Events  

That Occurred  
December 20–January 2
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CAMPAIGN JOBS
TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT!

Earn $15-17 per hour.
Work with Grassroots Campaigns, Inc.  

on behalf The Nature Conservancy

Full-Time /Part-Time/ Career
CALL Parker at (206) 299-2068

PROTECT THE WEST’S MOST IMPORTANT RIVER
FIGHT FOR CLEAN AIR, CLEAN WATER & OPEN SPACES

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. 
There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

Open Daily
10am – 11:45pm

Daily Happy Hour
12pm – 4:20pm

15% Off *
*Regularly priced items

10 Pouches
100mg THC

Only $30
while supplies last

2413 E Union St
206.420.2180

®Warm,
Soothing Tea

PonderSeattle.com

BURIEN 14325 1st Ave South
Burien, WA 98168   206-242-6000  

admin@thejointllc.com

SEATTLE 4336 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98105   206-283-3333  

admin@thejointllc.com

Warning - this product contains marijuana. When eaten or swallowed the intoxicating effects of this drug may be delayed by two or more hours. Should not be used by women that are pregnant or breast feeding. 
For use by adults twenty-one and over. Keep out of reach of children. Products containing marijuana can impair judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the infl uence of this drug. This product has 
intoxicating effects and may be habit forming.

U-DISTRICT LOCATION NOW OPEN!

Est 2010

Check Out Our Daily Deals at TheJointllc.com

Twice Sold Tales
Used & Rare Books

Capitol Hill
1833 Harvard Ave
10am-9pm daily

Ballard 
2419 NW Market St.
12pm-7pm, Closed Tuesday

Happy Hour 
6-Close 
25% off everything!
both locations

mailto:admin@thejointllc.com
mailto:admin@thejointllc.com



