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Amazon founder Jeff Bezos published a 
blog post accusing the National Enquirer 
of “extortion and blackmail” over its threat 
to publish Bezos’s dick pic. Which is weird, 
because every Jeff Bezos pic is a dick pic. 
We’ve all seen them. The Washington Post, 
which Bezos owns, has been investigating 
the National Enquirer over its alleged cor-
rupt practices and political entanglements. 
Bezos’s blog post also introduced a new word: 
“complexifi er.” The New York Times reports 
that that is not a word in English.

Howard Schultz, former Starbucks CEO 
and the guy who sold out Seattle by selling 
the Sonics to a bunch of Oklahomans, an-
nounced he was exploring an independent 
run for the presidency. The self-described 

“person of wealth” says he’ll drop out of 
the race if it looks like he’ll be a spoiler, but 
he also said that it’s “intellectually dishonest” 
to claim that a third party could ever spoil 
a presidential race. [Camera pans to Ralph 
Nader eating a cracker.]

Brandi Carlile won three 
awards and put on the per-
formance of a lifetime at the 
Grammy Awards. Finally, the 
rest of the world will know 
what Seattle already does: 
Carlile is the best musician to 
come out of these parts since 
Kenny G.

 Seattle police officers shot 
and killed a man at an apart-
ment building near Northgate. The man was 
holding a knife, and a deceased woman’s de-
capitated body was found in the apartment.

The composting of human remains came 
one step closer to reality when the state 
senate passed a bill that would legalize the 
practice in Washington State. Alas, it’s not 
signed into law yet, so if you happen to kick 

the bucket before that happens, your options 
are casket, cremation, or Viking funeral.

In Belltown, Juan Wauters graced Seat-
tle with his presence, playing a wonderful-

ly weird set at the Crocodile 
Back Bar. The Uruguayan 
American musician made the 
crowd memorize a portion 
of his song and then held the 
mic up to a Stranger sta� er’s 
mouth to complete the lyrics. 
The sta� er’s eyes went wide 
as she clearly forgot the line. 
Wauters walked away disap-
pointedly.

A developer fi led plans with 
the city to bulldoze a historic 

strip of Second Avenue that includes Neon 
Boots, Rocco’s, Lava Lounge, and the 
historic Wayne Apartments. The Wayne 
was built in 1890, before an entire hill (Den-
ny Hill) was removed from Belltown and 
pushed into the sea. It’s one of the only struc-
tures remaining from that time period.

On February 1, a 60-ish white man boarded 

the southbound Link light rail at Stadium 
Station. Soon after, a young black woman 
accused him of touching her ass. The man 
denied it and didn’t apologize. An argu-
ment ensued, with the woman’s friend, a 
black woman who was considerably larg-

er in stature, also getting involved. Things 
escalated quickly. The larger black woman 
started punching the white man’s forehead. 
The smaller woman knocked his glasses o� . 
When the man punched the bigger woman, 
a young white guy stepped between them, 
and with some help, forced the aggressive 
geezer o�  the train at Sodo Station. After 
the train took off, with the racist man 
fuming on the platform, the woman he’d 
touched said, “I Bird Boxed that n*gga,” and 
everyone around her burst into laughter. All 
in all, though, this was not a great way to 
kick o�  Black History Month ■.

Have you ever been to Trichome? It’s a store 
down on South Jackson Street, in the China-
town-International District, sandwiched between 
a massage parlor and a psychic palm reader. 
Trichome describes itself as “the world’s pioneer 
boutique for legalization lifestyle products and 
culture,” and when you walk in, you will see 
more CBD products than you ever knew existed 
(CBD joints, ointments, balms, etc.); stylish new 
bongs and vaporizers; rubber contraptions for 
holding your dab wax; fancy scented candles 
that smell like cannabis or tobacco; funny hats, 
shirts, hoodies, pins, and housewares; and 
much more. The Stranger mentioned Trichome 
in our January 16 issue because the shop donat-
ed a bong (that can also be used as a dab rig) 
to our High-Brr-Nation contest, but—oops!—we 
published the wrong neighborhood for the 
shop. To correct the record, they are in the 
Chinatown-International District, not Pioneer 
Square. The editor who got this fact wrong 
smokes a lot of weed.

To the beautiful Whole Foods checkout guy: I 
love you, my tall, handsome prince. Thank you 
for fl irting with me yesterday. Someone as 
gorgeous and personable as you would never 
do that where I’m from (New York City). When 
you complimented my sushi-rrito and I offered 
to split it with you, you said no—but maybe you 
meant yes? I hope so. If you were mine, I would 
take such good care of you. As I was leaving, I 
made a joke about Rastafarianism. I’m sorry. That 
was dumb. I should have just asked you for your 
number. Would you have given it to me? Can 
someone as attractive as you not already have a 
boyfriend? I guess I’ll never know. ANONYMOUS

SOMETHING TO GET OFF YOUR CHEST? 
E-mail 200 words or less to 

ianonymous@thestranger.com 

I, ANONYMOUSEDITOR’S NOTE

STEVEN WEISSMAN

JOHNNY SAMPSON

Dick pic.

Every Je�  Bezos pic 
is a dick pic.

Jack O� s
Anthony Weiner

Louis C.K.
Brett Favre

Tommy Lee
Donald Trump

Jack Frosts
Michael Keaton
Martin Short
Robert Morse
Alexander Khvylya
Scott MacDonald

Is your cat the gnarliest beast 
this side of Bellevue? Does your 
dog have a face only a mother could 
love? Is your bird just plain old bad-looking? If so, your be-
loved animal could end up on the cover of The Stranger’s Pet 
Issue! Our second annual Ugly Pet Contest is sponsored by 
Jet City Animal Clinic, and it is open to any hideous furry, 
feathered, or hairless companions that live within Seattle 
city limits. (If your pet is a fi nalist, we’ll send a photogra-
pher to your house, and we’re not driving to Tacoma, sorry.) 
Fame and eternal bragging rights are up for grabs. Pups of 
the human variety are unfortunately ineligible.

THE FINE PRINT
Snap a pic of your ghastly looking pet and submit it to uglypetcontest@thestranger.com or post it to Instagram 
with the hashtag #UglyPetContest by 5 p.m. on March 6. The three ugliest pets will be selected by Stranger 
editors and will then be photographed by a professional. Winners (and their owners) must be available 
either March 16–17 or March 23–24 for a photography session. All three fi nalists will be featured on The 
Stranger’s website and social media.

UGLY PET
CONTEST!

ALEX WONG / GETTY IMAGES

mailto:ianonymous@thestranger.com
mailto:uglypetcontest@thestranger.com
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S
eattle is the fastest grow-
ing big city in the United 
States. Tens of thousands 
of people move here annu-
ally. The total population 
has increased almost 20 
percent since 2010, ac-

cording to the Seattle Times. While 
we frantically build new buildings 
for all you people to live in, you may 
have some questions. For instance: Is 
there anywhere to go dancing around 
here? And also: How do people make 
friends in this town? Plus: Where do 
locals like to eat?

First and foremost, though, you 
need to learn how to ride public trans-

portation without annoying the hell 
out of the rest of us. If you just moved 
here from some suburban wasteland 
without buses or trains, please read 
Charles Mudede’s tips on page 15.

 When it comes to making friends, 
The Stranger’s second-most-hated  
writer, Katie Herzog, knows how hard 
it is in Seattle’s famously chilly, mil-
itantly astrology-oriented social cli-
mate. For years, she could not make 
a friend here, and even resorted to 
putting up an ad for a friend on Craig-
slist. How did that work out for her? 
See page 10.

On the question of where to eat, the 
sta� of The Stranger put our heads to-

gether to brainstorm the dishes in Se-
attle restaurants we personally could 
not live without—resulting in dozens 
of recommendations for you on page 17.

Dancing is a bit trickier. This isn’t 
a town known for getting down. But 
there are rock clubs and bars with 
dance floors throughout the city, and 
most importantly there are some 
weekly and monthly dance parties and 
club nights you should know about. 
Details on page 23.

You know what isn’t hard here? 
Finding a place where you can take it 
all o�. From naked bicycling to nude 
beaches to family-friendly cloth-
ing-optional resorts, being nude to 

town is easy. See page 20.
As for fitting in and getting your 

bearings, there are a bunch of place 
names you are going to say incorrectly 
the first 100 times you try, but learn-
ing them is essential. Local boy Lester 
Black breaks it all down, with pronun-
ciations and historical facts, on page 13.

If you moved here because of canna-
bis and you really want a medical doc-
tor to steer you toward some therapies, 
the best doctor for that is on page 27.

And finally, if you just want to gripe 
about something, you literally have 
come to the best place in the world. 
Nathalie Graham collects what Seattle 
hates most about Seattle on page 24. ■

Stranger writers on making friends, riding transit, eating 
food, taking o� your clothes, and finding places to dance.

INTRO BY CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

2019
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P
eople say Seattle is an unfriendly 
city, but that’s not quite true: It’s 
actually a cold, gloomy, cliquish, 
cultish, and unfriendly city. As you 
will soon find out, it’s also not an 

easy place to make friends. This is especially 
true if you don’t believe in astrology, which 
wide swaths of Seattle are as devoted to as 
nuns are to God.

I learned this the hard way, and more than 
once. When I first moved here five years ago 
(it feels more like 50), I went out with a po-
tential new friend who immediately asked for 
my astrological sign. “Wait!” she said. “Let me 
guess.” She got it right on the twelfth try. Right 
around then, I remembered that I had a late-
night dentist appointment and left. And that 
was one of my more successful friend dates.

I never had trouble meeting people before 
Seattle. At first, I did the thing you are sup-
posed to do to meet people: I joined a run-
ning club. Just kidding! Why would anyone 
do that? I actually went to bars and tried 
talking to people. This technique had been 
successful in other cities—but in Seattle, I 
found that most people were less interested 
in strangers than in their iPhones.

When I would finally manage to engage 
someone in conversation, it would go in one 
of two directions: Either I’d end up listening 
to a diatribe against Amazon or I’d end up 
listening to someone who works there talk 
about “stand-ups” and “scrums,” whatever 
the hell those are. Either way, it was stulti-
fying. After months of trying, I basically gave 
up. You’ll find your people eventually, I told 
myself. Don’t push it.

Luckily, there’s plenty to do unaccom-
panied in Seattle. There are free talks and 

readings at Elliott Bay Book Company more 
nights than not, and the $5 events at Town 
Hall bring in speakers you hear on NPR 
and see on CNN for less than the cost of a 
drink. I saw David Duchovny one day and 
the countywide spelling bee the next. Sure, 
maybe I looked out of place at the spelling 
bee—a solo adult with no child in sight—but 
so what? No one knew me. Plus, it was cute.

Unfortunately, humans are social ani-
mals, and without community, loneliness 
can become a constant unwelcome compan-
ion, like a dog you don’t really like. Accord-
ing to the AARP, one in three adults in the 
United States su�ers from chronic loneli-

ness. I’m not in that age group quite yet, so I 
guess I’m ahead of my class, but in this case, 
that’s not really a good thing: Lonely adults 
are 25 percent more likely to die premature-
ly than the non-lonely.

I don’t want to die, at least not until I 
see Donald Trump rotting in solitary con-
finement. But how to make a friend? They 
say the best way to meet people is through 
hobbies. Unfortunately, I have none besides 
smoking weed.

I do however have the internet, and when 
it comes to finding friends, there’s an app for 
that—although it is not Adult Friend Finder, 
as I recently found out. But there are other 
options, like Bumble BFF (for women), Pea-
nut (for moms), Meet My Dog (obvious), and 
Nextdoor (the hyper-local listserv that lets 
you know which of your neighbors are rac-
ist). There’s also work, although why anyone 
would hang out with coworkers after listen-
ing to them hum and sigh and breathe for 
eight hours a day is, frankly, beyond me. (If 
one of you is reading this, I swear, it’s a joke!)

There’s also Craigslist. It may sound un-
wise to seek out friends on a website that has 
a murderer named after it, but people tell me 
it works, so I decided to go for it. When it 
comes to writing classified ads, it’s best to get 
right to the point, so my headline read: “Like 
Weed? Hate Astrology? Let’s Be Friends!” 

I then listed my age, location (Capitol Hill 
and unwilling to travel), and interests (public 
radio, natural disasters, and cults). It seemed 
prudent to add an image of myself so my fu-
ture best friends would know this wasn’t a 
scam, but it seemed less prudent to post my 
face on Craigslist. I put on the pigeon-head 
mask I keep in my desk and snapped a pic.

In retrospect, the pigeon thing might ex-
plain why I got several responses from bird-
ers. The most promising reply came from 
a retiree based in Bellevue, but while I’m 
willing to travel across the water for some 
things (Indian food), friendship just isn’t 
one of them. 

As for the apps, I didn’t having any luck 
there, either. The only messages I got were 
from men who wrote simply, “Hey.” I took that 
as code for “Wanna fuck?” and never replied.

Eventually, I succumbed to the realiza-
tion that the social stage of my life was over. 
I might never again have a friend, besides 
my girlfriend. Then I went to an evening of 
performances at The Factory on a Thursday 
night. A man in his 30s was reading an essay 
about wetting the bed until he was 18, and 
a wild laugh kept punctuating his reading. 
It belonged to a woman with short hair, a 
writer whose work I’d read and admired. We 
met briefly that night, and saw each other at 
di�erent parties and literary events around 

the city over the next few months.
Soon we were referring to each other as 

friends, and she introduced me to another 
writer whose work I’d admired, and I became 
friends with her, too. Now the three of us get 
together for long dinners and freewheeling 
conversation on the houseboat where one of 
them has lived for more than 30 years. Nei-
ther of them has ever asked me for my sign.

Instead of astrology, we talk about the 
state of the world and how it’s going to shit. 
They talk about the good old days of publish-
ing, and I wish I could get a time machine 
and go back to then. They’ve got no problem 
with nuance and perspective, and they see 
(unlike so many people my own age) that 
the world is more gray than it is black and 
white. I leave their company just a little bit 
fuller each time.

This is exactly the kind of friendship I’ve 
been longing for, and I finally found it, in a 
couple of women twice my age. They’re the 
same age as my parents, but unlike my par-
ents, I can say “fuck” in front of them with-
out feeling weird.

When it comes to making friends in Seattle, 
you need to be patient, you need to leave the 
house, and—most important—you need to ex-
pand the age range in which you look. If there 
is hope for unrepentant grumps and skeptics 
like me, there’s hope for literally anyone. ■

How to Make Friends
This city has the social skills of a sheet of black ice.  

But I recently had a breakthrough.
BY KATIE HERZOG

They say the best 
way to meet people is 
through hobbies. But 

I have none.

It’s di	cult to strike up a conversation with people who are doing this (which everyone in Seattle is at all times).
 SKYNESHER/GETTY IMAGES
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See it all at StrangerThingsToDo.com or download 
our free Stranger Things To Do In Seattle app

Get it FREE on
Google Play

Get it FREE on the
App Store

VALENTINE’S 
DAY 

BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH

OSCAR 
PARTIES

EVERYTHING 
ELSE

Your Complete Guide to 
February Events in Seattle 

THINGS TO DO
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S
eattle is full of verbal land mines.

Botch the pronunciation of  
Leschi or Duwamish, and you’ll 
immediately give away the fact 
that you only recently moved here. 

With places like Tukwila, Puyallup, and 
Sequim, this area can feel like a foreign land 
for us English speakers. 

The reality—of course—is exactly the op-
posite: English speakers are the foreigners 
in this part of the world. In a twisted turn 
of history, the white people who invaded 
this land and decimated the Native popula-
tion decided stealing their words for place 
names would be a good way to honor them.

To truly respect our Native neighbors, we 
should pay reparations, give Native people 
ample opportunities to access social and in-
come mobility, and spend more time learn-
ing about their complex culture. (A great 
place to start is with Coll Thrush’s Native 
Seattle: Histories from the Crossing-Over 
Place.) But learning how not to butcher 
these Native words is also a good way to pay 
some marginal respect.

It will also prevent you from sounding like 
an oaf. Many of these local names are long 
words that have been phonetically translit-
erated from one of the local Salish languag-
es into English. The trick to pronouncing 
words like Snohomish, Skokomish, Sky-
komish, Mukilteo, Klickitat, Kittitas, and 
Clallam is to not try too hard. They are pro-
nounced exactly how they look. Some words, 
however, are a little less obvious:

Salish (SAY-lish): The term academics 
have given to the linguistically linked Na-
tive tribes of the Pacific Northwest. Salish 
peoples occupy land from Oregon to British 
Columbia and east to Montana. The Salish 
Sea is the inland waterway that includes 
Puget Sound, the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and 
British Columbia’s Strait of Georgia.

Duwamish (doo-WAH-mish): The Native 
tribe that lived in the Seattle area before 
they were sequestered and forced out of 
town. Our city’s one major river, which 
dumps into Elliott Bay from the south 
through the Port of Seattle, also carries the 
tribe’s name. In a long-running tragedy, the 
federal government has yet to o¢cially rec-
ognize the Duwamish Tribe.

Geoduck (GOOEY-duck): A massive clam 
that resides on the beaches of Puget Sound 
and can live more than 150 years, forming a 
giant penis-like body. It is edible.

Pike Place Market (Pike Place Market): 
The most important and culturally rich 
attraction in Seattle. Go to this market to 
remind yourself of the splendor of Seattle’s 
food and culture. It is named after a street 
that bisects the market, called Pike Place. 

It is never called Pike’s Place. Every time 
you mess this up and pronounce it with an 
extra “s,” you have to spend an hour at the 
Pike Place Market Starbucks talking with 
tourists about Howard Schultz.

Kshama Sawant (SHA-ma Sa-WANT): 
A city council member and Seattle’s most 
famous socialist. If you pronounce the “k,” 
she’ll seize your means of production.

Leschi (LESH-eye): Leschi, a neighbor-
hood perched on a picturesque hill that runs 
down to Lake Washington, is one of Seattle’s 
most beautiful neighborhoods. It’s by where 
Kurt Cobain shot himself, and where the 
writer Mary McCarthy lived as a teenager. 
Handy reminder: It rhymes with magpie.

Kalaloch (clay-LOCK): A beautiful beach 
near the hometown of Bella Swan and Ed-
ward Cullen.

Pagliacci (PAH-lee-ah-chee): A local fast 
casual restaurant chain that serves good Ital-
ian-style pizza. The “g” in the name is silent.

Sealth (SEE-ah-lsch): Seattle is named af-
ter Chief Seattle, or Chief Sealth, a 19th-cen-

tury Duwamish tribal leader. Pronouncing 
his name is di¢cult for English speakers, 
as it ends in a sound that is unique to the 
Lushootseed language of the regional tribes.

Uwajimaya (oo-wah-jee-mai-yah): A 
Japanese-focused grocery store with at-
tached food court near the Chinatown-In-
ternational District light rail station. Great 
for soba, fish, vegetables, and sake, but save 
your kimchi shopping for H Mart.

Sequim (skwim): This picturesque town 
averages 40 more days of sun than Seattle 
thanks to a rain shadow cast by the nearby 
Olympic Mountains. Pronounce it like it has 
only one syllable, because it only has one.

Tukwila (tuk-WIL-uh): This suburb to 
our south should not be pronounced like 
“tequila.” It has a “will” in it. It also has a 
mall. Tukwila means “nut” in Chinook, an 
old amalgamation of Native languages.

Puyallup (pew-AWL-up): When Mount 
Rainier explodes, it will probably destroy 
this suburb of Tacoma before anywhere else. 
Learn to say it before it’s reduced to rubble. 
Puyallup is where a big state fair is held.

Je� Bezos (self-ish ass-hat): Some say 
“Bee-zohs,” some say “Bey-zohs.” We say, 
who cares? He has more than $135 billion 
and one of the richest companies in history, 
and yet he held Seattle hostage over $12.4 
million for the homeless. Yes, it’s cool he’s 
suing the National Enquirer. Still! Tax the 
rich; declare class warfare. ■

You’re Pronouncing It Wrong
A guide for newcomers to Seattle.

BY LESTER BLACK

A geoduck is a 
massive clam with  
a long life span and  

a penis-like body. 

When Mount Rainier explodes, it will destroy Puyallup first. Learn to say it 
before it’s rubble!

JESSICA STEIN

Strike a 
Live Match

Seattle  
206-753-CHAT (2428)

Tacoma 253-359-CHAT
Everett 425-405-CHAT

Vancouver, WA 360-314-CHAT
Vancouver, BC 604-343-3013

Victoria, BC 778-747-0269
Portland 503-222-CHAT

More Numbers on LiveMatch.com

8-9PM 
Always FREE to chat with VIP members 
 1on1, live group chatrooms, forums

All orientations welcome

Free
Chat Hour
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a beer series

Fascinating conversation 
paired with wonder ful  beer.

MODERATED BY LESTER BLACK

TUESDAY, APR. 30  //  7 PM

$20, Tickets on sale Mar. 7

Find out how brewers can 

combine ordinary beer with 

barrels and time to make some 

of Seattle’s most extraordinary 

beers. At Reuben’s Brews new 

Ballard Taproom.

TUESDAY, MAR. 12  //  7 PM

$20, Tickets on sale Feb. 14

Learn why all of your favorite 

IPAs have become hazy with 

Structures Brewing and Modern 

Times Beer at Cloudburst 

Brewing.

THURSDAY, FEB. 21  //  7 PM

SOLD  OUT!

Uncover how unconventional 

beer can be wonderful with 

Floodland Brewing and Garden 

Path Fermentation at Machine 

House Brewing.

PRESENTED BY

Tickets on sale at StrangerTickets.com
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B ecause American culture is domi-
nated by cars, which are basically 
couches and recliners encased in 
steel and glass, many people new to 

Seattle have no clue how to conduct them-
selves in the shared spaces of public transit.

Make no mistake: Public transit is good 
for your health and good for the planet. 
Compared to riding in a car, the fatality 
risk is miniscule. But the adjustment from 
one mode of transportation to the other is 
by no means easy. If you have just moved 
here from some suburban wasteland (i.e., 
a place without trains or buses), you are 
probably intimidated. You can figure out 
which bus to take at metro.kingcounty.
gov. You can figure out where to catch light 
rail at soundtransit.org. But how should 
you act, where should you stand, and what 
should you not do? Follow me.

1. Stand on the right side of the esca-
lator, walk on the left. What you must 
understand is that the city does not care 
how much you love your man or woman 
or friend or how much you want to stand 
side by side on an escalator. Please do that 
sort of thing elsewhere. There are only two 
acceptable ways to ride the escalator: on 
the right (if you are standing still) and on 
the left (if you want to walk up or down). 
If you are on the left but just standing still 
(like the person in the photo above), you’re 
in everyone’s way.

2. No talking on your cell phone. It is fine 

to talk to the person sitting next to you on a 
bus or train. But it is very bad to talk on your 
phone. Just don’t do it. Don’t even think 
about it. If the phone rings and you see it’s 
your dying mother, kill the call and text her 
your goodbyes. For some reason, most likely 
related to human evolution, it is easy for the 
ear to block out a natural person-to-person 
conversation, but nearly impossible to do so 
with one happening on the phone.

3. Your bag doesn’t go on the seat. You 
are a person. You have lungs, eyes, a heart, 
a mind. Your bag is not a person. It’s inert. 
It feels nothing when it is on your lap or on 
the seat next to you. But a standing person 
does feel things, and would love to rest their 
world-weary bones on the seat occupied by 
your lifeless bag. Are you feeling me? Do not 
put your bag on the empty seat next to you, 
even if the bus or train looks pretty empty.

4. Sit upright, feet on the floor. Speaking 
of seats, one must remember that those in 
the bus or train are not the same as those in 
your living room. The latter are just for you; 
you can throw your feet up on their arms or 
spread your whole body over them like an 
octopus if you want. The former, however, 
are for the public. This means you need to 
sit on them like you have a spine and not like 
you’re preparing to receive a lap dance.

5. No meltdowns. Finally, the thing you 
must never do on a bus is have a meltdown 
if the driver happens to forget to open the 
back door. Drivers are not robots. They 
sometimes make mistakes. Yes, they ne-
glected to open the back door at your stop; 
no, it’s not worth losing your marbles over 
it. Quietly re-pull the stop-request cord or 
just simply wave to the driver to open the 
door and make your exit. Whatever rage you 
have, please do not bring it on public transit. 
Rage is for those stuck in cars. ■

How to Ride Public  
Transportation

And not annoy everyone else.
BY CHARLES MUDEDE

If you’re standing still 
on an escalator, stay 
right. The left side is 
for people in a hurry.

That guy just standing there on the left, leaning on the handrail? Don’t be like him.
ANTHONY KEO
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Sun-dried tomato and basil slice at Hot 
Mama’s Pizza. Don’t order a pie—you just 
want to go in and get a slice. Ask the counter 
person to toss it back in the oven just long 
enough to toast the bottom. It’s the best slice 
in Seattle. DAN SAVAGE

Tzatziki at Omega. I don’t know what kind 
of yogurt they use at Omega to make their 
tzatziki, but it is the thickest and creamiest 
I’ve ever had. A generous serving of diced cu-
cumber elevates the whole a�air, and it’s all 
accompanied by the best pita in town. Order 
a glass of ouzo with a bucket of ice, and sud-
denly all the reasons to live are sitting right 
there on the table in front of you. RICH SMITH

Butter masala chicken at Daawat Grill 
& Bar. I am in love with Daawat’s version of 
this dish and its rich, mildly aromatic tomato, 
cream, and ginger sauce. I get it with perfectly 
tender morsels of chicken, but they also o�er 
beef, lamb, veggies, paneer, tofu, and fish. I 
never order anything else. LEILANI POLK

Bellissimo at Honey Hole. The Pike Street 
eatery’s name sounds like a portable toilet 
company, but they actually make the most 
delicious sandwiches in Seattle. The Bellissi-
mo is vegetarian, served with layers of warm 
Smoked Tomato Field Roast, roma tomatoes, 
sautéed onions, banana peppers, fresh basil, 
and goat cheese on a baguette. Add a side of 
their perfectly salted fries. My mouth is wa-
tering just thinking about it. KATIE HERZOG

Chile relleno at Carnitas Michoacan. 
The meaty dishes are the main focus at this 
family-run Beacon Hill taqueria (they also 
run a carniceria). But for another option, try 
their Friday chile relleno special. The flavor 
and texture are amazing, with no sogginess. 
Hit the well-outfitted salsa/condiment bar to 
add some spice to your rice and beans. And 
eat it all with their amazing house-made 
corn tortillas. Que rico! GILLIAN ANDERSON

A salt bagel with feta and dill spread at 
Bagel Oasis. When it comes to bagels, it’s all 
about the schmear, and none I’ve tried comes 
close to the richness and the variety of fla-
vor in the Ravenna bagel shop’s feta and dill 
spread. Its smell alone makes you salivate. 
And it’s not false advertising. NATHALIE GRAHAM

Quinoa salad bowl at Little Oddfellows. 
A generous sprawl of moist quinoa, piquant 
cherry tomatoes, succulent spinach, lettuce, 
vinaigrette dressing, and cucumber bits (of 
which I could use more, to be honest), this 
dish is vegan healthiness incarnate for a mere 
$9. You finish it feeling full and good about 
your body and the environment. DAVE SEGAL

Classic ramen at Ramen Danbo. I could 
write an ode about the broth alone, or the 
melt-in-your-mouth chāshū pork. When it 
comes to spice, get it any way you like it, it’ll 
be great at Danbo. But you gotta order the 
thick noodles or nothing. NATHALIE GRAHAM

Beef brisket at Wood Shop BBQ. Brisket 
should fall apart when you eat it, and be 
well-seasoned enough that barbecue sauce 
is unnecessary. Wood Shop’s Texas-style 
brisket wins. You can eat it with the house 
sauce, which is just fine, or, like I prefer it, 
totally naked. LEILANI POLK

Crispy duck fresh rolls at Stateside. I’ve 
been inhaling this appetizer since Stateside 
first opened. They’re utterly delicious. Pair 
them with the cumin pork ribs, another of 
their unique and signature appetizers, and 
it’s a meal. DAN SAVAGE

Steak tartare at the Walrus and the Car-
penter. I’ve never thought of raw beef as “re-
freshing” before, but that’s the first word that 
comes to mind when I think about the rich, 
delicate complexities of this dish. A little salt 
on the yolk. A burst of herbs. I know you’re 
supposed to eat oysters by the dozen here, but 
I’d rather have 12 servings of this. RICH SMITH

Tacos al pastor at Carmelo’s Tacos. The 
taco stand hidden inside Hillcrest Market is 
the best one on Capitol Hill, and unlike other 
taco stands, they make their tortillas to or-
der, right in front of you. They also give you 
pickled veggies on the side for free. I will nev-
er get tired of this place. CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

Kung pao fish at Sichuanese Cuisine. 
Savory chunks of fried boneless fish mixed 
with cabbage and crunchy peanuts, all fla-
vored with red chili peppers and a tangy, spicy 
sauce. The dish comes searing hot straight 
from the wok, and the light crust on the fish 
holds the sauce just so for maximum satisfac-
tion. The folks doing the cooking here abso-
lutely know their business. GILLIAN ANDERSON

Sweet ’n’ Sour Belong Together at In the 
Bowl. If you like your vegan fare fast and 
cheap, In the Bowl’s o�erings will sate you 

with their LP-sized plates. This dish is a 
sweet-sour-sauce-drizzled stir-fry medley 
of cucumber, tomato, onion, carrot, bell pep-
per, pineapple, and sesame seeds. Get it with 
the silky/spongy tofu and brown rice. Even 
the “medium” spice will kick your taste buds’ 
ass. DAVE SEGAL

Everything you can fit in your face at 
Ivar’s Seafood Restaurants. No matter 
what you think of corporate food, the fish at 
this local chain is just too damn dependably 
good to hate on. Be wary of their kitschy his-
tory, but dive into their fish stand’s plethora 
of fish-and-chips options (halibut, salmon, 
cod, oyster, clams, prawns, scallops), or get 
more dressed-up seafood at one of their 
three sit-down restaurants. LESTER BLACK

Pickle soup at Dom Polski. One spoonful of 
this dill-heavy, hard-to-find dish makes me 
nostalgic for a life of polka dancing and stern 
Slavic pleasures I’ve never known. RICH SMITH

No. 1 at Guanaco’s Tacos Pupuseria. If 
you’ve never had a pupusa before, get your 
butt to Guanaco’s. Their No. 1 features a pu-
pusa filled with ingredients of your choosing 
(I usually go for cheese, jalapeños, and chich-
arrón), one pastelito (a type of croquette), 

Food We Can’t Live Without
Finding dishes you love around town takes a while. Get a head start 

with some of our favorites.
BY STRANGER STAFF

Here’s what the classic ramen at Ramen Danbo looks like. You should order the thick noodles.
JESSICA STEIN

I could write an  
ode about  

Ramen Danbo’s  
broth alone.



CHOPHOUSE ROW
1424 11th Ave., between Union & Pine Street
Seattle, WA 98122

One of Capitol Hill’s Hidden Gems…

A historic auto row  

building. Its pedestrian 

alley & courtyard host a 

collection of local tenants 

that focus on delivering 

morning-to-evening food, 

beverage & retail options.



and yuca, either boiled or fried. It comes 
with a spicy pickled slaw. Wash it down with 
an ice-cold beer. JASMYNE KEIMIG

Nicoise salad at Mr. West Cafe Bar. There 
is something about this salad—a variety of 
greens tossed with green beans, olives, ca-
pers, soft-boiled egg, smoked chicken, and 
small potatoes—that looks damn wild. And 
there is nothing I love more than food that 
has the appearance of wildness, like it was 
tossed into a bowl or onto a plate by the 
manic force of a forest wind. Civilization, 
sophisticated arrangement of colors, del-
icacy—these are not my favorite things. 
Give me potatoes that look a little angry and 
greens that were uprooted by rude hands. 
That’s how this excellent and filling salad 
looks and even tastes. CHARLES MUDEDE

Lamb biryani at Kanak Cuisine of India. 
The rice is moist, and there are decadently 
seasoned medallions of lamb mixed in like 
tender treasure troves. I’ve had biryani at a 
couple of places around Seattle, but nothing 
matches Kanak’s. NATHALIE GRAHAM

Sundubu-jjigae at Korean Tofu House. 
Seattle is blessed with many purveyors of 
Big Warm Bowls of Something, but Kore-
an Tofu House’s sundubu is the best of the 
best. It comes bubbling volcanically in a 
stone cauldron alongside purple rice. Spicy 
but not too spicy. Filling but not too filling. 
When I need comfort in the dourest parts of 
February, I turn to this dish. RICH SMITH

Double cheddar broccoli soup at Whole 
Foods. I did not want to be a person who 
likes Whole Foods, but I’m afraid the double 
cheddar broccoli soup has done me in. I am 
a Whole Foods convert. I’m there daily, un-
successfully attempting to stop myself from 

eating this miracle of a soup. The key is the 
double cheddar. It is both yellow and sharp. 
I’m also betting the richness has something 
to do with its broth, made up of turnips, 
mushrooms, dill, black peppercorns—they 
go all-out. I’ve started carrying dairy pills 
in my pocket so I can indulge and not o�end. 
CHASE BURNS

Tom yum soup at Jamjuree. This is my 
go-to soup for fighting an annoying cold—or 
just creating warm happiness. It’s hot, it’s 
sour, it has flavors of lemongrass and lime 
and chili, and it has zero coconut milk (and 
no other phlegm-boosting, dairy-like liquids, 
either). Perfect for clearing out your sinuses, 
snapping you out of the malaise, and sending 
you back out into the world light on your feet 
and ready for action. ELI SANDERS

Grilled wild salmon at Nordstrom Grill. 
The three things you need to know are: I love 
salmon, I am trying to avoid carbs, and I de-
spise shopping. Whenever I do have to go 
shopping downtown, I try to treat myself to 
lunch at Nordstrom Grill, the restaurant in 
the Nordstrom men’s section (in the base-
ment, not to be confused with Cafe Nord-
strom on the third floor). The salmon comes 
with sweet corn, lacinato kale with bits of 
applewood-smoked bacon, peppers, green 
onion, and a mustard vinaigrette. Yes, it’s a 
whopping $24, but it’s a good hunk of fish, 
it’s only 660 calories, and they give you free 
bread (which I try not to eat—though I usu-
ally fail at that). CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE ■

Korean Tofu House’s 
sundubu is the best of 

the best.

The grilled wild salmon at Nordstrom Grill comes with free bread.
CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

dog walking 
overnights 

cat care
( 4 2 5 ) 8 9 0 - 3 9 5 7 
fluffybuttsbelltown.com

Your Georgetown 
Urban Winery! 

Tasting Room Hours: 
Sat & Sun, 12-5

312 S Lucile St.
206 622 2004
cloudlift.net

SHOP SPACE 
AVAILABLE TO SHARE 

$1200.00 month

METAL SHOP PERFECT FOR 
SMALL PROJECTS

WELDING, BLACKSMITH, 
FINISHING, GRINDING and 

POLISHING, EQUIPMENT ON SITE
SHARE SPACE WITH OWNER

TEACHING/TRAINING AVAILABLE

LOCATED IN SHORELINE 
ONLY SERIOUS INQUIRES 206-268-0302 

Background check required 
gilmansmithllc.com
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W
here does one even begin with Se-
attle and nakedness? How about 
in 1970 (or so), with a man named 
Faygele ben Miriam, a prominent 
gay rights warrior, Radical Faerie, 

and strident “e�eminist” who would show up 
at queer community meetings wearing “dress-
es that were not as long as his dong,” as one 
person recalled it to me a few years back.

“That’s asking a lot of your audience,” this 
person said.

True. And yet, as RuPaul points out as of-
ten as possible, “we’re all born naked.” For Ru, 
“the rest is drag,” but perhaps for you the rest is 
finding a chance to get naked again—in public.

If this is indeed you, and you’re new here, 
you have a number of options.

First, though, some ground rules: We will 
not be talking here about your options for get-
ting publicly naked in local saunas, or steam 
rooms, or locker rooms, or adult lounges, or 
bathhouses, or back rooms, or fancy restau-
rant bathrooms with epic views of the city, all 
of which are readily available to you in Seattle. 
Such nakedness opportunities are general-
ly attached to commercial enterprises that 
make enough money to have marketing bud-
gets that will for sure reach you without my 
assistance, especially if you’re looking.

Instead, we will be talking about no-cost 

opportunities to be buck naked in public, 
completely en plein air, ripped by your own 
volition from the rigid bounds of “civilized” 
society so that you can fulfill your deep and 
as-yet-unquenched desire to (I am just guess-
ing here) awkwardly say hi your neighbor, co-
worker, or kid’s teacher without any pants on.

Let’s begin.
If it’s a nude beach you’re after, then you 

should know about two.

The first is Daikiki Beach (aka “Dyke- 
kiki Beach,” aka Denny Blaine Park), lo-
cated along the shores of Lake Washington 
and not far from the house where Kurt Cobain 
spent his last moments. (Sorry. But true.) I 
am not certain whether all the typical Denny 
Blaine activities comply with Seattle Parks 
Department regulations, but in summers, 
barring some kind of crackdown, you can join 
in with all the naked, and half-naked, and no-

way-I’m-getting-naked people at Daikiki as 
they lounge, drink, gossip, ogle, and float on 
rolling waves in blow-up unicorn rafts. Leg-
end has it this used to be a topless lesbian 
beach. However, this is not a legend I was able 
to fact-check. In any case, these days the vibe 
is welcoming of all comers—with watchful 
and wary eyes kept on the inevitable creepers.

Just to the south, down a steep street 
marked with a blue public beach sign is 
Howell Park, more commonly known as 
Howell Beach. This place is very gay and very 
nudist. Like, you may find yourself feeling as 
if you don’t belong if you don’t fully disrobe. 
And hey, maybe you don’t!

For that considerable number of Seattle 
residents who, at a certain point in their lives, 
end up saying to themselves, “I want to be na-
ked in public but only on a bicycle,” there is the 
Fremont Solstice Parade. This very popu-
lar mid-June festival features a lot of people 
riding bikes in their birthday suits, and if you 
ask me why, all I can tell you is: “Tradition!” A 
good number of these people will paint their 
bodies from head to toe, Blue Man Group–style 
(though not usually with all-blue paint—think 
ladybugs, bumblebees, comic-book charac-
ters…). The naked bike ride is technically 
before the parade (though the parade itself is 
dazzling too because it has a rule that no floats 

Nude to Town
Where to wear your birthday suit in public.

BY ELI SANDERS

If it’s a nude beach 
you’re after, then you 

should know about 
two within the city.

The naked bike ride before the Fremont Solstice Parade kicks o� Seattle’s summer.
JESSICA STEIN

The Stranger is seeking a designer 
for our print publications. Applicants 
must be well-versed in InDesign 
and Photoshop, with experience in 
color correction and page layout. 
Applicants must also be able to work 
quickly when the pressure is on, 
design to di�ering specs and parame-
ters, and must love newspapers and 
print. Illustration experience a plus!

This is a full time, on-site position based 
out of our Seattle o�ce. The Stranger  

o�ers excellent benefits (medical, dental, 
vision, Simple IRA, paid sick and va-

cation time). The Stranger is an equal 
opportunity employer.

Send resume PDF & portfolio link 
to designjob@thestranger.com

No phone calls or drop-ins please. 

HELP WANTED!

mailto:designjob@thestranger.com
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New to 
Seattle?
Dockside welcomes you!
Come see why we’re the longest 
operating cannabis shop in 
Washington & find out what it 
means to #LiveDockside.

No-Fee ATMs

Price Match & Satisfaction Guarantee

Fresh Weekly Deals

Compassionate, Knowledgeable Staff

Award-Winning Product Selection

Elevated Education Classes

Generous Rewards Club

Safe Space for EVERYONE

There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Smoking is hazardous to your health. Should not be used by women that are 
pregnant or breast feeding. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. For use by adults 21+, Keep out of reach of children.

1.844.DOCK.420         DOCKSIDECANNABIS.COM

can have words on them, so the floats are 
far more creative than what you see at Gay 
Pride). The naked biking usually happens 
around 11:45 a.m., shortly before the 1 p.m. 
start time of the parade on June 22 this year.

And with that short jaunt—and my apol-
ogies—we have now arrived at the end of 
our uno¢cial list of totally public, totally 
free nakey-places in Seattle. There are 
similar opportunities in certain corners of 
British Columbia and Oregon, and if you’re 
motivated, you will definitely find them, but 
that’s so far away!

So let’s talk briefly about a few nearby 
places that do involve you paying money, 
but are really more in the naked hippie/na-
ked artist realm of “commerce.”

If you long for a theater experience that 
requires you to bring a towel so your bare 
ass doesn’t touch the audience seating, 
the Greenwood neighborhood offers you  
Nudeprov, which is exactly what it sounds 
like. Nude improv. With a nude audience. 
The vibe at Nudeprov, according to a 
Stranger colleague, is “sweet and vulnerable 
rather than vulgar.”

Squarely in the naked hippie realm is the 
family-friendly Doe Bay Resort on Orcas 
Island. (Which, yes, is not really all that 
nearby, but at least it’s still in this state! Plus, 
people-wise, Orcas kinda feels like a Seattle 
neighborhood during the busy season.) Doe 
Bay is gorgeously set, with deeply calming 
views of the Salish Sea and nearby islands, 
a cafe that probably rivals most of your 
go-to brunch and dinner spots, numerous  
no-nonsense cabins and yurts to rent, and—
the naked part—three outdoor, clothing op-
tional, saltwater soaking tubs. This isn’t the 
cheapest way to get covered in warm, salty 
water with no bathing suit on, but if you’re 
willing to stay in one of Doe Bay’s dorm-style 
cabins, o�-the-grid yurts, or tent camping 
spots, it becomes a lot more a�ordable.

Getting back to the exactly-what-it-
sounds-like category: Tiger Mountain 
Family Nudist Park in Issaquah, just east 
of Seattle. Its 40 acres of clothes-free land 
have been run by the park’s members since 
1945, but nonmembers will be let in for $24 
(or $10 in the “o�-season”). There are nude 
potlucks, an annual “Bare Buns Run,” some-
thing called “Nudestock,” and plenty of na-
ked volleyball. A bit of trivia: Tiger Mountain 
Family Nudist Park is the inspiration for a 
plot twist in a new book called Koln Letters, 
written by a self-proclaimed shaman named 
Mushroom Montoya! The book’s Amazon 
blurb reads: “Earl, a secretive and soft-spoken 
archaeologist, finds a cache of two-thousand-
year-old letters at a Jewish dig site in Germa-
ny that could destroy Christianity as we know 
it. Seeking guidance, he sends photos of one 
letter and the original of another to two sha-
man friends in Seattle. Almost immediately, 
Church agents from Germany chase one of the 
shamans to a nudist facility…”

And finally, in the good cause/charitable 
donation category: A naked bungee jump to 
benefit the British Columbia Schizophrenia 
Society is being held in Nanaimo in March. 
Not free! Not particularly close! But, as its 
promotional materials state, it’s “a key fund-
raiser for helping all those a�ected by mental 
illness.” And it’s an excuse to make a trip up 
to Canada. And, as the promo materials also 
note, “an anonymous donor… will match all 
donations up to $25,000.” No word on wheth-
er the donor will be jumping naked, too. ■
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Large Outdoor Deck
great for parties
Kids’ Play Area
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WHITE CENTER - SEATTLE 
9801 16TH AVE SW

206-453-3088

TACOMA 
4328 6TH AVE. 
253-300-7747

BEST THING ABOUT MOVING?
KICKIN’ BACK WITH FRIENDS & REALLY GOOD BEER.

MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS WHERE THE COMMUNITY GATHERS.
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W
e won’t lie to you: Se-
attle is not a dancing 
city. The o¢cial Seattle 
Dance Move is a barely 
perceptible head bob 

with (if you’re lucky) a light sway 
from side to side. But to conclude 
that no one dances in Seattle would 
be flat-out wrong. People DO dance 
in Seattle! Wildly! With passion! 
They just don’t do it everywhere. To 
help you understand that this city 
isn’t totally sti�, here’s a list of Se-
attle’s favorite dance spots.

Note: This is a very abridged list. 
It leaves out plenty of bars that have 
dance floors. Visit The Stranger’s on-
line calendar at thestranger.com/
events/music/?category=dance for 
the city’s best, up-to-date list of Se-
attle dance nights.

FLAMMABLE
The best dance night in town isn’t on Friday 
or Saturday, but Sunday “church” at Flamma-
ble. While most of old Seattle is dead, Re-bar’s 
Flammable keeps on flaming. It’s been run-
ning for more than 20 years, making it the lon-
gest-running house-music night on the West 
Coast. The party, started by DJ Brian Lyons in 
1994, specializes in soulful, groovy, and deep 
house. The crowd is mixed and fun, and it’s the 
best place to be on a three-day weekend. CB

DAYBREAKER
Do you watch my favorite HBO series, High 
Maintenance? Do you remember that epi-
sode where the pot-smoking father and 
his adult daughter go to a day rave? Do you 
wish you could go to a day rave? Well, you 
can! Daybreaker is a monthly “early morn-
ing dance movement” that starts o� with an 
hour of yoga and then two hours of nonstop 
sober dancing, jumping, and half-hearted 
shaking to EDM adjacent music. It’s hosted 
in di�erent locations throughout the city and 

attended by techies and dopamine enthusi-
asts alike. The party ends with enough time 
for you to slip o� your day-glo yoga pants, 
slide back into your black yoga pants, and 
make that 10 a.m. meeting on time. JK

EMO NITE
Emo is back. It’s true. Anecdotal evidence: I 
was walking through a street festival in Min-
neapolis last summer when I realized all the 
teen street bands were playing emo covers. 
All of them! How? They hit puberty post- 
MySpace! Or take a look at the crazy popu-
larity of Emo Nite, a Los Angeles–born tour-
ing dance party that plays emo hits from the 
1990s, 2000s, and today. The party has hosted 
more than 150,000 sad kids since it started a 
few years ago, and when it tours through Se-
attle (usually to rock venue Chop Suey), sad 
boys go all-out. Black clothes. Drunk tears. 
Embarrassing earnestness. It’s all there. CB

SOUL NITE
Though it may not look like it, Seattle has got 

soul. And lots of it. Every second Saturday, 
Lo-Fi hosts Emerald City Soul Club, a col-
lective of DJs who spin the hottest and most 
soulful 45s your little heart can stand. Play-
ing rarities and some popular stu� too, there 
are two rooms to double your groove. They 
even have talcum on the floor like they used 
to in the olden days—at least, that’s what I 
heard they used to do! Come through and 
you might even catch Stranger sta�er Mike 
Nipper on deck. JK

CUMBIATÓN; WEST COAST CONNECT
The original Cumbiatón was founded in Los 
Angeles and has now made its way to Seattle! 
This dance party for womxn of color, people 
of color, and LGBTQ communities takes place 
quarterly at Club Sur in Sodo. Centering on 
femme DJs representing cities from all along 
the West Coast, the music at Cumbiatón 
pays homage to the AfroLatinx roots of Latin 
American music. Show up in something spar-
kly and stretchy so you can hit every move with 
ease, becoming the disco ball itself. JK

MEDICAL RX NIGHT
We’re a city full of Italo Disco devo-
tees. The campy and confusing Ital-
ian music genre from the 1970s and 
’80s recently returned with a ven-
geance. Fortunately for Seattle, we 
have a setting that’s perfect for Italo 
Disco’s compulsively danceable 
“hits”: the colorful, nostalgic queer 
bar Pony. The bar (open to everyone 
minus jerks and woo girls) probably 
slips in an Italo track a couple times 
every day, but the Medical Rx Night 
is the best time to find sweaty bar 
queens flailing their arms and pre-
tending to be Armie Hammer twirl-
ing Timothée Chalamet in Call Me by 
Your Name. CB

NIGHT CRUSH
Night Crush is so fucking import-
ant! It’s a recurring dance party 

at Re-bar that centers and provides a safe 
space for QTPOC, people of varying abil-
ities, and all bodies. Every first Saturday, 
you’re guaranteed a spot to commune with 
other people in queer communities of color 
and sweat your face o� on the dance floor 
to throwbacks, hiphop, and other hot tunes. 
The night always features DJs, go-go danc-
ers, and live performers to make the expe-
rience all the more memorable—even if 
you have to wait in that long line that wraps 
around the building to get in. JK

ASK A PUNK
While single-family homes are disappearing 
from select Seattle neighborhoods, there are 
still houses all over this city, which means 
there are still house parties. And if you really 
want to see people cut a rug, you should get to 
a house show. But know that moshing on car-
pet is a special privilege, granted only to those 
who know someone who doesn’t care if their 
living room is turned into a pit. So make some 
friends and go thrash in Wedgwood. CB  ■

You Can Dance If You Want To
Don’t believe the lies. People dance in Seattle.  

At least they do at these parties.
BY CHASE BURNS AND JASMYNE KEIMIG

ANDREW RAUNER

Daybreaker is an “early morning dance movement” that’s an hour of yoga then two hours of EDM.

Down under 
on the 3rd level!

5 and 10
Buttons card craft 
retro kitsch d.i.y. fun

1501 Pike Place #319 Seattle, WA. 98101 (206) 623-5064
The Dimestore for people with strange and unusual tastes

Real B/W PHOTOBOOTH 
 Dracula PINBALL! 

LOVE 
TESTER

Halloween Items! Goth/Punk Gear 
Posters-Pins Patches-Model Kits
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E veryone knows Seattle is great. The 
mountains, the water, the Space Nee-
dle, the Pike Place Market, the way 
people gripe like it’s a pastime. Se-

riously, if you’re ever stuck for a conversa-
tion topic, gripe about something—and in 
no time, someone else will join you. There 
are a million and one gripes Seattleites 
have. Here are a few I collected last week 
when I asked around (all the redundant 
ones about Amazon, which can be catego-
rized under We Get the Point Already, have 
been removed).

“Mercer Street is my personal hell. From 
the Space Needle to the freeway, it’s 1.5 
miles and it takes 1.5 hours at 5 p.m.”  
—Sarah, real-estate agent

“The lack of reasonably priced yet tasty 
Italian food.” —Caitlin, PR specialist

“The rain.” —Teague, tech start-up employee

“Anyone who complains about the rain.”  
—Cole, server

“I dunno, there are a couple of places I just 
can’t stand.” —Nicole, business development 
associate

“How early it gets dark in the winter. But 
that’s okay if that’s the worst part of Seat-
tle.” —Nancy, retired therapist

“Seattle’s inability to persuade the state to 
enact climate change mitigation legislation.” 
—Michael, government worker

“Its beard phase. Also, people who never 
leave Capitol Hill. Like me.” —Hannah, web 
developer

“The University of Washington.” —Jared, a 
University of Oregon grad

“Lack of strip clubs where you can drink. 
Portland has them, including gay ones. Why 
can’t we?” —Chris, journalist

“Taco Bell on 90th and Aurora. They’ve 
burned me the most.” —Nicole, business de-
velopment associate

“I wish public transit was better and dog 
owners picked up their dogs’ shit.” —Some 
guy on Reddit

“The dog poop. I swear, it’s to the point now 
where I wish if you’re caught leaving dog shit 
on the sidewalk (both straight from the tap 
or wrapped in a bag), you get your dog tak-
en away. Too bad, so sad, pick up your dog’s 
poop!” —Some other guy on Reddit

“It’s hard to find really good Mexican food.” 
—Antonio, research assistant

“I think my least favorite part of Seattle is 
what an echo chamber it has become for 
people with progressive ideals (and I say that 
as one of those people). Intelligent disagree-
ment hones our ideas and makes our think-
ing better. We’ve lost that. I find it impossible 
here to push back on an argument I find flab-
by (or ill-formed, or just unrealistic) without 
getting pushback of the ‘How could ANY-
ONE BUT a racist/homophobe/misogynist/
idiot/Republican think…’ variety.” —Margot,  
tech executive, born and raised here

“The worst part of Seattle for me is that 
there are bikers. But also my inner turmoil 
that I don’t want them to die. I want the bik-
ers to be able to bike, but when I drive, I’m 
annoyed.” —Sylvia, passionate driver

“I’m sad we don’t invest more in public tran-
sit.” —Harry, owner of a convertible

“Why don’t we have any fucking weed cafes?” 
—Francisco, student

“The Stadium Station light-rail stop is too 
far from the stadiums, personally.” —Nicole, 
business development associate

“The people in Seattle who hate Seattle.”  
—Dylan, former teaching assistant  ■

What’s the Worst Thing 
About Seattle?

We asked around.
BY NATHALIE GRAHAM

The tra	c? The rain?  The Taco Bell on 90th and Aurora? JESSICA STEIN
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Free Will Astrology
BY ROB BREZSNY

February 13–19
ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): When movie directors say, 
“It’s a wrap,” they mean that the shooting of a scene is finished. They may 
use the same expression when the shooting of the entire film is completed. 
That’s not the end of the creative process, of course. All the editing must 
still be done. Once that’s accomplished, the producer may declare that the 
final product is “in the can” and ready to be released or broadcast. From 
what I can determine, Aries, you’re on the verge of being able to say, “It’s a 
wrap” for one of your own projects. There will be more work before you’re 
ready to assert “it’s in the can.”

TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): In accordance with the as-
trological omens, I invite you to create your own royal throne and sit on it 
whenever you need to think deep thoughts and formulate important deci-
sions. Make sure your power chair is comfortable as well as beautiful and 
elegant. To enhance your ability to wield your waxing authority with grace 
and courage, I also encourage you to fashion your own crown, scepter, 
and ceremonial footwear. They, too, should be comfortable, beautiful, 
and elegant.

GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): In 1995, astronomer Bob Wil-
liams got a strong urge to investigate a small scrap of the night sky that 
most other astronomers regarded as boring. It was near the handle of the 
constellation known as the Big Dipper. Luckily for him, he could ignore his 
colleagues’ discouraging pressure. That’s because he had been authorized 
to use the high-powered Hubble Space Telescope for a 10-day period. To 
the surprise of everyone but Williams, his project soon discovered that 
this seemingly unremarkable part of the heavens is teeming with more 
than 3,000 galaxies. I suspect you may have a challenge akin to Williams’s, 
Gemini. A pet project or crazy notion of yours may not get much support, 
but I hope you’ll pursue it anyway. I bet your findings will be different from 
what anyone expects.

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): A study by the Humane Re-
search Council found that more than 80 percent of those who commit to 
being vegetarians eventually give up and return to eating meat. A study 
by the National Institute of Health showed that only about 36 percent of 
alcoholics are able to achieve full recovery, while the remainder relapse. And 
we all know how many people make New Year’s resolutions to exercise more 
often, but then stop going to the gym by February. That’s the bad news. The 
good news, Cancerian, is that during the coming weeks you will possess 
an enhanced power to stick with any commitment you know is right and 
good for you. Take advantage!

LEO (JULY 23–AUG 22): Are there two places on earth more 
different from each other than Europe and Africa? Yet there is a place, the 
Strait of Gibraltar, where Europe and Africa are just 8.7 miles apart. Russia 
and the United States are also profoundly unlike each other, but only 2.5 
miles apart where the Bering Strait separates them. I foresee a metaphori-
cally comparable phenomenon in your life. Two situations or influences or 
perspectives that may seem to have little in common will turn out to be 
closer to each other than you imagined possible.

VIRGO (AUG 23–SEPT 22): Virgo basketball star Latrell Sprewell 
played professionally for 13 years. He could have extended his career at least 
three more seasons, but he turned down an offer for $21 million from the 
Minnesota Timberwolves, complaining that it wouldn’t be sufficient to feed 
his four children. I will ask you not to imitate his behavior, Virgo. If you’re of-
fered a deal or opportunity that doesn’t perfectly meet all your requirements, 
don’t dismiss it out of hand. A bit of compromise is sensible right now.

LIBRA (SEPT 23–OCT 22): In 1992, an Ethiopian man named 
Belachew Girma became an alcoholic after he saw his wife die from AIDS. 
And yet today he is renowned as a Laughter Master, having dedicated 
himself to explore the healing powers of ebullience and amusement. He 
presides over a school that teaches people the fine points of laughter, and 
he holds the world record for longest continuous laughter at three hours and 
six minutes. I nominate him to be your role model in the next two weeks. 
According to my analysis of the astrological omens, you will be especially 
primed to benefit from the healing power of laughter. You’re likely to en-
counter more droll and whimsical and hilarious events than usual, and your 
sense of humor should be especially hearty and finely tuned.

SCORPIO (OCT 23–NOV 21): A study published in the journal 
Social Psychological and Personality Science suggests that people who use 
curse words tend to be more candid. “Swearing is often inappropriate but 
it can also be evidence that someone is telling you their honest opinion,” 
said the lead researcher. “Just as they aren’t filtering their language to be 
more palatable, they’re also not filtering their views.” If that’s true, Scorpio, 
I’m going to encourage you to curse more than usual in the coming weeks. 
According to my analysis of the astrological omens, it’s crucial that you tell as 
much of the whole truth as is humanly possible. (P.S. Your cursing outbursts 
don’t necessarily have to be delivered with total abandon everywhere you 
go. You could accomplish a lot just by going into rooms by yourself and 
exuberantly allowing the expletives to roll out of your mouth.)

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22–DEC 21): In the mid-1980s, a Cali-
fornia carrot farmer grew frustrated with the fact that grocery stories didn’t 
want to buy his broken and oddly shaped carrots. A lot of his crop was 
going to waste. Then he got the bright idea to cut and shave the imperfect 
carrots so as to make smooth little baby carrots. They became a big suc-
cess. Can you think of a metaphorically comparable adjustment you could 
undertake, Sagittarius? Is it possible to transform a resource that’s partially 
going to waste? Might you be able to enhance your possibilities by making 
some simple modifications?

CAPRICORN (DEC 22–JAN 19): Mongolia is a huge land-
locked country. It borders no oceans or seas. Nevertheless, it has a navy of 
seven sailors. Its lone ship is a tugboat moored on Lake Khovsgol, which 
is 3 percent the size of North America’s Lake Superior. I’m offering up the 
Mongolian Navy as an apt metaphor for you to draw inspiration from in the 
coming weeks. I believe it makes good astrological sense for you to launch 
a seemingly quixotic quest to assert your power, however modestly, in a 
situation that may seem out of your league.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20–FEB 18): “A freshness lives deep in me 
which no one can take from me,” wrote poet Swedish poet Gunnar Ekelöf. 
“Something unstilled, unstillable is within me; it wants to be voiced,” wrote 
philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche. In accordance with your astrological omens, 
I propose we make those two quotes your mottoes for the next four weeks. 
In my opinion, you have a mandate to tap into what’s freshest and most 
unstillable about you—and then cultivate it, celebrate it, and express it with 
the full power of your grateful, brilliant joy.

PISCES (FEB 19–MARCH 20): According to the Encyclopedia 
of Occultism & Parapsychology, the word “obsession” used to refer to the 
agitated state of a person who was besieged by rowdy or unruly spirits 
arriving from outside the person. “Possession,” on the other hand, once 
meant the agitated state of a person struggling against rowdy or unruly 
spirits arising from within. In the Western Christian perspective, both modes 
have been considered primarily negative and problematic. In many other 
cultures, however, spirits from both the inside and outside have sometimes 
been regarded as relatively benevolent and their effect quite positive. As long 
as you don’t buy into the Western Christian view, I suspect that the coming 
weeks will be a favorable time for you to consort with spirits like those.

Read free excerpts from my most recent book: https://bit.ly/JoyLuckLove.

February 20–26
ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): In December 1915, the Cali-
fornia city of San Diego was suffering from a drought. City officials hired a 
professional “moisture accelerator” named Charles Hatfield, who promised 
to make it rain. Soon Hatfield was shooting explosions of a secret blend of 
chemicals into the sky from the top of a tower. The results were quick. A 
deluge began in early January of 1916 and persisted for weeks. Thirty inches 
of rain fell, causing floods that damaged the local infrastructure. The moral 
of the story, as far as you’re concerned, Aries: When you ask for what you 
want and need, specify exactly how much you want and need. Don’t make 
an open-ended request that could bring you too much of a good thing.

TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): Actors Beau Bridges and Jeff 
Bridges are brothers born to parents who were also actors. When they 
were growing up, they already had aspirations to follow in their mom and 
dad’s footsteps. From an early age, they had a resourceful approach to 
attracting an audience. Now and then, they would start a pretend fight in 
a store’s parking lot. When a big enough crowd had gathered to observe 
their shenanigans, they would suddenly break off from their faux struggle, 
grab their guitars from their truck, and begin playing music. In the coming 
weeks, I hope you’ll be equally ingenious as you brainstorm about ways to 
expand your outreach.

GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): According to Edward Barnard’s 
book New York City Trees, a quarter of the city is shaded by its 5.2 million 
trees. In other words, one of the most densely populated, frantically active 
places on the planet has a rich collection of oxygen-generating greenery. 
There’s even a virgin forest at the upper tip of Manhattan, as well as five 
botanical gardens and the 843-acre Central Park. Let’s use all this bounty-
amid-the-bustle as a symbol of what you should strive to foster in the 
coming weeks: refreshing lushness and grace interspersed throughout your 
busy, hustling rhythm.

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): As a poet myself, I regard good 
poetry as highly useful. It can nudge us free of our habitual thoughts and 
provoke us to see the world in ways we’ve never imagined. On the other 
hand, it’s not useful in the same way that food and water and sleep are. 
Most people don’t get sick if they are deprived of poetry. But I want to bring 
your attention to a poem that is serving a very practical purpose in addition 
to its inspirational function. Simon Armitage’s poem “In Praise of Air” is on 
display in an outdoor plaza at Sheffield University. The material it’s printed 
on is designed to remove a potent pollutant from the atmosphere. And what 
does this have to do with you? I suspect that in the coming weeks, you will 
have an extra capacity to generate blessings that are like Armitage’s poem: 
useful in both practical and inspirational ways.

LEO (JULY 23–AUG 22): In 1979, psychologist Dorothy Tennov 
published her book Love and Limerence: The Experience of Being in Love. 
She defined her newly coined word “limerence” as a state of adoration that 
may generate intense, euphoric, and obsessive feelings for another person. 
Of all the signs in the zodiac, you Leos are most likely to be visited by this 
disposition throughout 2019. And you’ll be especially prone to it in the 
coming weeks. Will that be a good thing or a disruptive thing? It all depends 
on how determined you are to regard it as a blessing, have fun with it, and 
enjoy it regardless of whether or not your feelings are reciprocated. I advise 
you to enjoy the hell out of it!

VIRGO (AUG 23–SEPT 22): Based in Switzerland, Nestle is the 
largest food company in the world. Yet it pays just $200 per year to the state 
of Michigan for the right to suck up 400 million gallons of groundwater, 
which it bottles and sells at a profit. I nominate this vignette to be your 
cautionary tale in the coming weeks. How? (1) Make sure you are being 
fairly compensated for your offerings. (2) Don’t allow huge, impersonal 
forces to exploit your resources. (3) Be tough and discerning, not lax and 
naive, as you negotiate deals.

LIBRA (SEPT 23–OCT 22): Sixteenth-century Italian artist 
Daniele da Volterra wasn’t very famous for his own painting and sculpture. 
The work for which we remember him today is the alterations he made 
to Michelangelo’s giant fresco The Last Judgment, which spreads across 
an entire wall in the Sistine Chapel. After Michelangelo died, the Catholic 
Church hired da Volterra to “fix” the scandalous aspects of the people de-
picted in the master’s work. He painted clothes and leaves over the originals’ 
genitalia and derrieres. In accordance with the astrological omens, I propose 
that we make da Volterra your anti-role model for the coming weeks. Don’t 
be like him. Don’t engage in cover-ups, censorship, or camouflage. Instead, 
specialize in the opposite: revelations, unmaskings, and expositions.

SCORPIO (OCT 23–NOV 21): What is the quality of your access 
to life’s basic necessities? How well do you fulfill your need for good food 
and drink, effective exercise, deep sleep, thorough relaxation, mental stim-
ulation, soulful intimacy, a sense of meaningfulness, nourishing beauty, and 
rich feelings? I bring these questions to your attention, Scorpio, because the 
rest of 2019 will be an excellent time for you to fine-tune and expand your 
relationships with these fundamental blessings. And now is an excellent 
time to intensify your efforts.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22–DEC 21): Michael Jackson’s 1982 
song “Beat It” climbed to number three on the record-sales charts in Aus-
tralia. On the other hand, “Weird Al” Yankovic’s 1984 parody of Jackson’s 
tune, “Eat It,” reached number one on the same charts. Let’s use this twist 
as a metaphor that’s a good fit for your life in the coming weeks. According 
to my analysis of the astrological omens, you may find that a stand-in or 
substitute or imitation will be more successful than the original. And that 
will be auspicious!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22–JAN 19): The Space Needle in Seattle, 
Washington, is 605 feet high and 138 feet wide: a tall and narrow tower. 
Near the top is a round restaurant that makes one complete rotation every 
47 minutes. Before its recent remodel, that part of the structure weighed 
125 tons, and its motion was propelled by a mere 1.5 horsepower motor. 
I think you will have a comparable power at your disposal in the coming 
weeks: an ability to cause major movement with a compact output of 
energy.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20–FEB 18): In 1941, the Ford automobile 
company created a “biological car.” Among its components were “bio-
plastics” composed of soybeans, hemp, flax, wood pulp, and cotton. It 
weighed a thousand pounds less than a comparable car made of metal. This 
breakthrough possibility never fully matured, however. It was overshadowed 
by newly abundant plastics made from petrochemicals. I suspect that you 
Aquarians are at a phase with a resemblance to the biological car. Your 
good idea is promising but unripe. I hope you’ll spend the coming weeks 
devoting practical energy to developing it. (P.S. There’s a difference between 
you and your personal equivalent of the biological car: little competition.)

PISCES (FEB 19–MARCH 20): Cartographers of Old Europe 
sometimes drew pictures of strange beasts in the uncharted regions of their 
maps. These were warnings to travelers that such areas might harbor un-
known risks, like dangerous animals. One famous map of the Indian Ocean 
shows an image of a sea monster lurking, as if waiting to prey on sailors 
traveling through its territory. If I were going to create a map of the frontier 
you’re now headed for, Pisces, I would fill it with mythic beasts of a more 
benevolent variety, like magic unicorns, good fairies, and wise centaurs.

Homework: Choose one area of your life where you’re going to stop  
pretending. Report results to freewillastrology.com.

https://bit.ly/JoyLuckLove




Blunt Talk
BY LESTER BLACK

Need a Pot Doc? 
Go See Sunil

A 
few months ago, a woman with 
chronic facial pain walked into Dr. 
Sunil Aggarwal’s clinic o� Eastlake 
Avenue in Seattle. The woman was 
in her mid-50s and had spent the 

last decade unable to do simple things (like 
brush her teeth or go to work) without feel-
ing debilitating pain, despite heavy amounts 
of a prescription drug called gabapentin. Af-
ter a consultation with Aggarwal, she left 
with a cannabis supplement.

Two weeks later, she e-mailed Aggarwal 
a simple response.

“She said, ‘All right, the pain is stopping, 
it’s done. I brushed my teeth today and there 
was no pain,’” Aggarwal told me. “It’s so nice 
to see simple coordination, a simple remedy, 
for somebody that had almost 10 years of un-
relenting nerve pain in the face.”

Cannabis accomplished what 10 years of 
prescription meds couldn’t.

This kind of pot-is-a-miracle-cure story is 
probably not surprising to you. Tales of weed 
alleviating gout or seizures have become 
commonplace. But a huge disconnect still 
remains: People might know that pot can help 
them, but federal prohibition has stopped 
most doctors from working with pot. Where 
do people figure out how pot can help them?

That’s where Aggarwal comes in. He is a 
board-certified physician with an MD and 
PhD from the University of Washington who 
isn’t afraid to wade into the legally-fraught 
waters of medicinal cannabis. Federal law 
prevents him from directly prescribing pot, 
but his Advanced Integrative Medical Sci-

ence Institute (AIMS) solves this problem 
in two simple steps. On one side is the med-
ical sta� like Aggarwal, who diagnose and 
provide medical evaluations for patients; on 
the other side (in a legally separate business 
down a hallway) are consultants that find 
specific products for the patient.

It’s hard to overstate how important this 
second function is. There are thousands 
of new pot products released every year, 
and a significant portion of them are snake 
oil that should be avoided. There are also 
innovative new products full of previously 
unheard of pot compounds like CBG, CBN, 
CBC, and THCV. Keeping track of this 
market takes an expert like Mary Brown, 
one of the consultants that work with the 
AIMS Institute.

Brown specifically told me not to call her 
an expert because the market “is constantly 
changing” thanks to “so many aspects involv-
ing product development.” But her response 
only makes her more of an expert in my book, 
because unlike the arrogant and/or indi�er-
ent budtender down the street, she actually 
appreciates how complicated the pot market 
is right now. Even stoners get confused by all 
of these new products.

“We expect the need to educate certain cli-
entele, but even those who have had extensive 
personal cannabis use experience in the past 
are often astounded by the current choice in 
retail stores,” Brown said. “Additionally, the 
varied information on the internet that is 
floating around just adds to the confusion.”

Brown cuts through that confusion by find-
ing the specific product and brand that best 
suits the patient’s situation. It might be some-
thing that you can buy from a Washington pot 
dispensary, but increasingly it’s a product that 
can be found online for far cheaper thanks to 
recent changes in the legality of CBD.

Aggarwal helps the patient diagnose and 
treat their disorder, while Brown finds the ex-
act product that the patient needs. It’s a beau-
tifully simple system that is long overdue. If 
you want to treat anything from arthritis to 
anxiety to cancer with cannabis, you should 
consult with someone like Aggarwal first. ■

Pinpoint your medical cannabis needs with Dr. Aggarwal at his AIMS Institute.
LESTER BLACK

Keeping track of  
cannabis products 

takes an expert.

11463 Rainier AVE S. Seattle, WA 98178
This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a 
vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with the consumption of this product. For use only by adults 
twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children. Marijuana products may be purchased or possessed only by persons twenty-one years of age or older
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“Is Katie Herzog like this when 
she’s not writing?” - SLOG COMMENTER
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BOOK 
WITH US 
TODAY!

Why make 
cleaning so 
boring when 
it can be in 

lingerie?

2 hours | $170
Add’l Hour | $85

seattlefantasymaid@gmail.com

206.866.9360
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Savage Love
BY DAN SAVAGE

The Doll
I am a 56-year-old heterosexual man, and 
I have lived with ALS for the past six years. 
I am either in a wheelchair or in a hospital 
bed, and I have very little motor ability in my 
limbs. Like most or all male ALS patients, I 
still have full sensory ability, including a ful-
ly functioning penis. Are there safe websites 
or groups I can connect with that deal with 
helping paralytics like me find people who are 
interested in hooking up? I’m talking about 
people who have a fetish for paralytics. I know 
that some people have a thing for amputees; 
I imagine there’s a fetish for any number of 
diseases or a¡ictions. When I was healthy, I 
was into light bondage. That seems like a re-
dundancy now, but I can still get into dress-up 
and role-play. I would be cool if someone was 
into the whole bathing, grooming, dressing 
thing, and whatever baby-doll fantasy they 
might have. Hell, I’d be happy if someone just 
wanted to give me a pity fuck!

Realistic About Getting  
Dominated Or Lustfully Laid

“I struggled to find any specific online groups 
with respect to ALS and sexuality,” said An-
drew Gurza, a disability awareness consultant 
and the host of Disability After Dark, a terrific 
podcast that explores and celebrates the sexual 
agency and desirability of people with disabili-
ties. “But what RAGDOLL is looking for might 
not be directly related to his specific disabili-
ty. It sounds like he is looking to engage with a 
community of people called ‘devotees.’ These 
individuals are attracted to people primarily 
because of their disabilities, and that might 
be what he is looking for. I know a couple who 
used a devotee website to find each other, who 
dated and eventually married.”

If you’re open to playing with a devotee, 
RAGDOLL, Gurza suggests checking out 
Paradevo (paradevo.net), a website for “fe-
male devotees and gay male devotees” of 
disabled men.

“Many disabled people have also set up 
profiles on sites like FetLife to explore not 
only their fetishistic sides, but also how their 
disabled identities can complement and play 
a role in that,” said Gurza.

Now, many people, disabled and other-
wise, look down on devotees, who are often 

accused of fetishizing disability and objec-
tifying disabled people. But people who are 
exclusively attracted to the able-bodied and/
or the conventionally attractive are rarely 
accused of fetishizing the able and ambula-
tory or objectifying the facially symmetrical. 
Which is why it has always seemed to me—

and Gurza agrees with me on this point—that 
if being with someone who is turned on by 
your whatever-the-fuck is good enough for 
the able-bodied, it’s good enough for people 
with disabilities. Provided of course that, able 
or disabled, we’re appreciated for everything 
we bring to the table or the chair or the bed.

Ryan Honick, a disability advocate and 
public speaker, doesn’t think you should lim-
it your search to websites aimed exclusively 
at the disability community.

“It’s estimated that one in five people have 
a disability,” said Honick. “And when I think 
about how challenging dating can be any-
way—disability notwithstanding—my im-
mediate thought is that RAGDOLL shouldn’t 
exclude 80 percent of the population from 
his search. So I would encourage him to use 
some of the mainstream apps—like Tinder, 
OkCupid, Bumble, or Match—and put what 
he’s after front and center.”

Honick would caution other disabled 
people that putting your disability front and 
center—even on mainstream dating apps—is 
likely to attract the attention of devotees.

“RAGDOLL doesn’t seem like he would 
mind being with a devotee,” said Honick. 
“But those of us who do mind need to be a 
little more discerning. I’ve inadvertently at-
tracted a fair number of people with a devo-
tee fetish, and honestly it squicked me out.”

Zooming out for a second: Safety is always 
a concern when inviting a stranger over for 
sex, RAGDOLL, even for the non-disabled. In 
addition to attracting the attention of a few 
good and decent people, devotees or not, your 
relative helplessness could attract the atten-
tion of a predator. So before inviting anyone 
over, get their real name and their real phone 
number. Then share that information with 
a trusted friend—someone who can check 
in with you before and after a date—and let 
your potential new fuck buddy know you’re 
sharing their info with a trusted friend.

Second to last word goes to Honick: “An-
other option, if it’s available to RAGDOLL and 
he’s open to it, would be hiring a sex worker.”

And the last word goes to Gurza: “RAG-
DOLL shouldn’t resign himself to the idea 
that he’s a ‘pity fuck.’ His desires as a dis-
abled man have full value and worth. And I 
want him to know, as a fellow disabled man, 
that he can have a fulfilling sex life and that 
someone out there does find him attractive.”

Follow Andrew Gurza on Twitter  
@AndrewGurza, and follow Ryan Honick on 
Twitter @RyanLHonick.

I’m interested in mummification—being 
covered in layers of plastic wrap and duct 
tape—but I am not interested in sexual activ-
ity. I created an account on what I have been 
told is the most popular hookup app for kinky 
gay men. I am not interested in sex with any 
gender. How can I determine if someone who 
agrees to mummify me can be trusted not to 
initiate sexual activity?

Wannabe Rare Aspie Perv

I assume the app you’re using is Recon, WRAP, 
as it’s the most popular hookup app for kinky 
gay and bi men. There are “FRIENDS” listings 
in the lower right-hand corner of each profile. 
Contact the friends of anyone you’re inter-
ested in playing with and ask for a reference. 
Is this guy skilled, can he be trusted, does he 
respect limits, etc. If the answers are yes, yes, 
and yes, you can most likely trust him.

I’m a 44-year-old woman living in the DC 
area. I divorced my husband last year, and I 
haven’t had sex in seven years. Despite my 
premenopausal age and daily antidepres-
sant, I’m horny as fuck. How do you recom-
mend I find someone to do me? I am a BBW 
and ready to get fucked. But I also want to 
protect my privacy and I’m reluctant to post 
pics online. I’m aware I am a fetish for some, 
and I’ve been something of a “crazy-person 
magnet” in the past, and that’s a concern. I’m 
not looking for love. I just want to get done 
without meeting a psycho.

Like A Virgin Again

You can’t find someone if you aren’t willing 
to put yourself out there, LAVA, which these 
days means putting some pics up on dating 
apps. There are lots of dating and/or hook-
up apps and websites for bigger folks, some 
more fetishizing than others. (I did a little 
digging, and WooPlus.com seems to be le-
git and not overrun with feeders.) And who 
cares if someone spots your photo on a dat-
ing site? If Je� Bezos refuses to be shamed 
by his dick pics—or blackmailed with them—
you don’t have to be ashamed to show your 
face on a dating or hookup app.

As for avoiding “psychos,” LAVA, there are 
shitty, toxic people everywhere. Learn to rec-
ognize the signs and take those red flags se-
riously. If you have a terrible track record—if 
you’ve found yourself with (or married to) a 
lot of shitty/toxic people—then you need to 
make sure you’re not the problem. Because if 
everyone you’ve ever dated was shitty or tox-
ic, LAVA, there’s a better than even chance 
you were the shitty or toxic common denom-
inator in a lot of failed relationships. Do the 
work—risk being introspective and self-crit-
ical—and if you’re not the problem and you 
are incapable of spotting red flags, confide 
in a friend whose judgment you trust when 
you’re screening potential FWBs. ■

JOE NEWTON

mail@savagelove.net   
@fakedansavage on Twitter  

ITMFA.org

ON THE LOVECAST
Dan chats with Eric Leue from  

the Free Speech Coalition:  
savagelovecast.com.

mailto:mail@savagelove.net
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TOWN MUSIC
BEYOND MEASURE

MARCH 20
TALEA ENSEMBLE
Presenting “Sideshow”, 
based on the dark 
sideshows of Coney 
Island’s amusement 
parks in the early 20th 
century.

APRIL 7
THIRD COAST 
PERCUSSION
The northwest premiere 
 of a new work by  
Philip Glass—his 
first ever composed 
specifically for percussion 
ensemble.

MAY  21
PIANO KI AVAAZ
Indian-American 
composer Reena 
Esmail blends Western 
composition techniques 
with traditional Hindustani 
instrumentation and 
musical themes.

JUNE 21
BACH TO BATES
A night of pieces by 
Mason Bates alongside 
a selection of works by 
Johann Sebastian Bach, 
showcasing an ambitious 
convergence of musical 
canon and cutting-edge 
compositions. 

Tickets and Subscriptions 
on sale now!

WWW.TOWNHALLSEATTLE.ORG

JOIN US IN 2019 FOR 
THESE CONCERTS

(AND MORE)!
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Northwest Flower & 
Garden Festival
Think of this festival (Feb 20–24 at the 
Washington State Convention & Trade Cen-
ter) as a vast bouquet for the senses, with a 
fl oral-arrangement competition and 20 dis-
play gardens representing this year’s theme, 
“Gardens of the World.” Plant-loving Seat-
tleites (we know there are a lot of you) are 
invited to wander through mini-landscapes 
representing the botanical wonders of Pa-
kistan, Tuscany, Ireland, and more. Sign up 
for free seminars, shop the marketplace for 
new plant friends to take home, and escape 
the winter blues by immersing yourself in a 
haven of green wholesomeness.

Valentine’s Day
There’s no shortage of things to do on Febru-
ary 14, whether you have a date, you’re looking 
for a date, or you just want to hang out with 
friends. For the classically romantic route, 
your options include prix-fi xe dinners at plac-
es like Adana, Marmite, and Serious Pie; a 
sexy yet low-pressure neo-soul concert with 
Bilal and Parisalexa at Nectar; and Come-
dy of Love: A Valentine’s Day Improv at 
Unexpected Productions’ Market Theater. If 
you’re looking for a place to celebrate being 
single, head to the Robyn-themed DJ get-
down Dancing on My Own at Barboza. Or 
eschew the holiday’s romantic connotations 
entirely by hanging out with your friends at 

the rooftop party Come as You Are at MBar 
or the Gucci Goth Night Valentine’s Day
at Linda’s Tavern. Waiting for the weekend 
to celebrate? Head to the Social Queer’s 
Womxn’s Galentine Dance Party at Fred 
Wildlife Refuge (Sat Feb 16), the group art 
show Made with Love & Anxiety at Push/
Pull (Feb 21–March 19), or the nostalgic mu-
sical I Do! I Do! at Village Theatre Issaquah 
(through Feb 24). Find even more options at 
thestranger.com/events/valentinesday. 

Oscar Parties
If your favorite part of the Oscars is the in-
evitable drama (isn’t it everyone’s?), you 
should have plenty of fun watching the 91st 
Academy Awards (Sun Feb 24). It hasn’t 
even begun, and, as of press time, there’s 
already a missing host and polarizing 
opinions on the fi lms that are (and 
aren’t) nominated for best picture. 
Whether you’re rooting for a nom-
inee, you want to hear the speeches, 
or you’re eager to see the red-carpet 
looks, there are many places to take 
in the show beyond the comfort of your 
couch. For your own red-carpet experi-
ence, options include the Drag & Drama 
party with Queen Andrew Scott at Back-
yard or Rhein Haus’ fourth annual Os-
cars Party. There’s also Three Dollar Bill 
Cinema’s watch party at Gay City, MAP 
Theatre’s watch party at Clock-Out 
Lounge, and Tacoma’s glamorous 
annual soiree at Grand Cinema.

Black History Month
Black History Month is on its second leg, 
but there are still plenty of special events 
where you can honor the cultures and con-
tributions of the black diaspora community 
in Seattle until the end of February. This fort-
night brings some great options, including 
movie screenings at Central Cinema of the 
proto-blaxploitation film Sweet Sweet-
back’s Baadasssss Song (Feb 15–20) and 
Ryan Coogler’s Marvel hit Black Panther 
(Feb 15–19); an evening with the ebullient 
Nashville-born chef and TV personality Car-
la Hall at JuneBaby (Sat Feb 16); Danny 
Giles’s art show at Jacob Lawrence Gallery 
about race and identity, The Practice and 

Science of Drawing a Sharp White 
Background (through Feb 28); Sistas 

Rock the Arts’ variety show Black 
Love Matters More at Rumba 
Notes Lounge (Thurs Feb 14); and 
BabexHouse Collective’s music 
and art event Black Queer Histo-

ry in the Making at Timbre Room 
(Sun Feb 17).

Winter Night Market
Careful observation tells us that if there’s 
one thing Seattleites love more than 
weed and coffee, it’s pop-up markets 
(have you seen this place around the 

holidays?). The popular Magnu-
son Winter Night Market (Sat 
Feb 16) brings more than 100 lo-

cal “makers, fi nders, and foodies” selling their 
goods in one spot. Whether you’re hunting for 
a gift for someone or you’re in the mood to fi nd 
some cool stu�  for yourself, you’re bound to 
come across something that catches your eye 
(or your nose). You can also bundle up for out-
door lawn games and keep warm by dancing to 
live DJs and drinking beer in a heated garden. 
Go get your thrills. ■

Chilly Hilly
B.I. Cycle Shop, Sun 
Feb 24, 8 am, $31–$40

Lunar New Year 
Celebration
Amazon Van Vorst, Tues 
Feb 19, 10 am–2 pm, free

President’s Day 
Weekend Run
Magnuson Park, Sat 
Feb 16, 10 am, $22–$42

Rat City Roller Derby Bout
The Rat’s Nest, Sat Feb 16, 
6:30 pm, $15–$20

Seattle Bike and 
Outdoor Show
CenturyLink Field Event 
Center, Feb 16–17, 9 am, $12

Seattle Golf Show
CenturyLink Field Event 
Center, Feb 16–17, 9 am, 
$15/$60

Seattle Home Show
CenturyLink Field Event 
Center, Feb 23–March 3, 
12–6 pm, $13

Seattle Museum Month
Various locations, through 
Feb 28

Willy Nilly Bicycle Ride
Beveridge Place Pub, Sun 
Feb 24, 9 am, free

Early Warnings
PIG DAY OUT Pike Place Market, Fri March 1, 
12–7:30 pm, free

ALLSTATE HOT CHOCOLATE 15K/5K Seattle Center, 
Sun March 3, $49–$74

Short 
List

THE BIG & THE OBVIOUS
NORTHWEST FLOWER & GARDEN FESTIVAL

Northwest Flower & Garden Festival
Feb 20–24 at the Washington State Convention & Trade Center

MORE
EVENTS
— AT—

STRANGER THINGS TO DO DOT COM

FEB 14
FEB 27

Academy Awards (Sun Feb 24). It hasn’t 
even begun, and, as of press time, there’s 
already a missing host and polarizing 
opinions on the fi lms that are (and 
aren’t) nominated for best picture. 
Whether you’re rooting for a nom-
inee, you want to hear the speeches, 
or you’re eager to see the red-carpet 
looks, there are many places to take 
in the show beyond the comfort of your 
couch. For your own red-carpet experi-
ence, options include the Drag & Drama 
party with Queen Andrew Scott at Back-

’ fourth annual Os-
cars Party. There’s also Three Dollar Bill 

Gay City, MAP 
Clock-Out 

, and Tacoma’s glamorous 
Grand Cinema.
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Background
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Winter Night Market
Careful observation tells us that if there’s 
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T
he most intimate part of being 
a person—your body, the thing 
that should be most your own—
takes on di�erent and unfamiliar 
meanings in certain spaces. 

Sometimes, the significance of your body 
has nothing to do with you.

That’s what I was thinking about while 
touring Tschabalala Self ’s first solo mu-
seum exhibition in the United States, now 
on view at the Frye Art Museum. As some-
one who inhabits a black body, someone 
who is a black woman, I am used to the 
dissonance between black female bodies 

in popular culture (from 
mammy-hood to hyper-
sexualized constant 
availability) and actual 
black female bodies.

What is rarely depicted is the boring-
ness, the embodied reality. My body and 
how I experience it is di�erent from how 
my body is perceived in a club or a muse-
um, or how it’s represented in a bank or a 
co�ee shop.

This difference is one of Self ’s sub-
jects: the in-between, the state of rest, 
of leisure, of desire, of quiet repose of 
the black body. Her self-titled exhibition 
represents five years’ worth of work, en-
compassing sculpture, prints, and giant 
fabric-based “paintings.”

The paintings are primarily construct-
ed of various pieces of fabric that she’s 
collected over the years, coming together 
to make a crouched body, or a background, 
or a tuft of pubic hair. Self uses stitching 
to “draw” details onto the pieces, giving 
them shape and dimension. She also in-
corporates other materials like paint, dye, 
and even, hilariously, weave tracks of real 
human hair to give her figures personality.

Self doesn’t always use black or brown 
fabric to connote her figures’ skin color. 
She also relies on other characteristics, 
stereotypes, and the viewers’ own pre-

conceived notions to help communicate 
gender and race.

“Stereotypes come up a lot because 
stereotype is one of the only other frame-
works in which people are allowed to talk 
about blackness,” Self said in the museum 
the other day. “That’s one of my experi-
ments—how many or how few signifiers 
you need to give for the figure to be read 
as gendered and also racialized. I feel like 
it’s very, very few.”

Hair texture, leg shape, and ass size 
aren’t things she’s trying to contend with 
or distance herself from necessarily, but 
she is trying to change the perspective 
from which we view them. She wants to 
acknowledge that these are beauty traits 
within the black community. Just like all 
those ladies with flowing hair and long 
necks in Renaissance paintings, black 
women have big butts and it’s beautiful.

When I look at my butt, and my siblings’ 
butts, and I think about how they come 
from my mother’s butt, which connects 
us with a line of my ancestors’ butts go-
ing back generations, centuries, there’s 
a certain kind of pride and connection 
there.

However, I wonder how people 
without this personal knowledge 
of the black body will interact 
with these naked, sexual, mun-
dane, mid-coitus, active, inactive, 
big-booty’d figures. In this compli-
cated moment, the act of simply 
being can be misconstrued, polit-
icized, sexualized. Can we ever 
escape this constant classifi-
cation, this essentializing of 
the black body?

But that’s precisely 
what makes Self ’s 
work refreshing 
and brave. “People 
still fall in love, 
people still have 

desires, people still eat, have different 
cravings,” the artist said. “To only frame 
someone in that [absolute] way is also 
against their humanity.” ■

Black Female Bodies
The artist Tschabalala Self depicts them  

as they are rarely seen.
BY JASMYNE KEIMIG

Top Picks
FEB 16–JUNE 2

Gretchen Frances Bennett: ‘Air, the 
free or unconfined space above the 
surface of the earth’
Gretchen Frances Bennett’s drawings shimmer like an 
oil slick in the sun, seemingly capturing the full spectrum 
and color of light—like an image that you see just through 
your eyelids, an impression of something bright that 
unfurled before you. The Seattle artist’s use of popular 
media, like videos on YouTube and personal photographs, 
give her drawings a granular-like quality, as if they were 
transmitted to your eyes through radio waves. But there’s 
also a raw emotional charge to them. Bennett will be 
showing key works from the last 10 years, as well as de-

ting e new drawings and a o a orati e s ideshow. 
(Frye Art Museum, Tues–Sun, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

FEB 21–MARCH 19

‘Made with Love & Anxiety’
he sh  a ery in a ard is hard to de ne it 

serves as an art gallery, event space, and underground 
comics shop that supports the work of emerging artists, 
illustrators, and cartoonists. But what’s in a name? Or 
a categorization? Push/Pull will be showing Love & 
Anxiety, a collective of Costa Rican artists from various 
disciplines who come together under The Joy mani-
festo, which was formed, in part, to “create work that ex-
presses, from our point of view, the current state of our 
human condition.” The group will be showing work from 
Joy, a black-and-white zine full of cartoons, portraits, 
and much more. (Push/Pull, daily, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

SUN FEB 24 &  
FEB 26–MARCH 23

Taiji Miyasaka: ‘Circum•ambience’
A professor at the School of Design and Construction at 
Washington State University, Taiji Miyasaka is building 
three giant spheres made out of different materials at 
MadArt. Miyasaka is primarily interested in working with 
the light in the space to highlight different elements of 
his work. The largest sphere’s design was inspired by the 
Japanese technique of plaster construction. Miyasaka 
brought in master plasterers from his native Japan to 
help him complete this element of the project. Visitors 
will be able to climb inside this 13-foot sphere, to be 
greeted by a dark interior illuminated only by a soft ring 
of light. (MadArt, Tues–Sat, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

CLOSING THURS FEB 28

‘Two Ravens: Alison Marks &  
Crystal Worl’
In their joint show, Alison Marks, a Tlingit language 
advocate and mixed-media artist, and Crystal Worl, a 
Tlingit and Athabascan printmaker, metalworker, and 
performer, explore the myth and meaning behind their 
shared clan marker, the Raven. Presenting works they 
made collaboratively and individually, both Alaskan 
artists seek to explore their shared heritage and add 
their own perspectives to it as well. Keep an eye out for 
Marks’s humorous and thought-provoking indigenous 
interventions on Western art, and Worl’s celebratory use 
of color and form in her creations. (Stonington Gallery, 
daily, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

TSCHABALALA 
SELF
Frye Art Museum
Through April 28

Self depicts black bodies in a leisurely state.
COURTESY OF THE ARTIST AND THIERRY GOLDBERG GALLERY

MUSEUMS

Alfredo Arreguín:  
Life Patterns
Bainbridge Island 
Museum of Art, daily,  
free, through Feb 17

Gurvich Contempo-
rary Artist: Carolina 
Caycedo
Henry Art Gallery, Feb 
20–23

Vishavjit Singh: 
Wham! Bam! Pow!: 
Cartoons, Turbans, 
and Confronting Hate
Wing Luke Museum, 
Tues–Sun, $17, through 
Feb 24

GALLERIES
Anna Mlasowsky: 
Noon
Center on Contemporary 
Art (CoCA), Thurs–Sat, 
free, through Feb 23

Anthony White: Smoke 
and Mirrors
Greg Kucera Gallery, 
Tues–Sat, free, through 
Feb 16

Didier Hamey: Les 
Bonshommes
Phylogeny 
Contemporary,  
Thurs–Sat, free,  
through Feb 16

Fay Jones and Robert 
C. Jones: In Tandem
Various locations,  
Wed–Sat, free,  
through Feb 23

Joe Rudko:  
Same as it ever was
Greg Kucera Gallery, 
Tues–Sat, free,  
through Feb 16

Sanctuary:  
Design for Belonging
Center for Architecture & 

Design, Tues–Sat,  

free, through Feb 23

Ultra Light Beams
Mount Analogue, Fri–Sat, 

free, through Feb 26

ART EVENTS
25th Anniversary 
Party! Playfulness as 
Resistance
Jacob Lawrence Gallery, 
Sat Feb 16, 7–11 pm, 
$15/$30

Capitol Hill Art Walk
Capitol Hill, Thurs Feb 14, 
5–8 pm, free

Memoirs from the 
Diaspora: Not for 
Consumption
Central Library, Thurs 
Feb 21, 6:30 pm, free

Winter in the Park: 
Free Art Encounters
Olympic Sculpture Park, 
Fri Feb 22, 7 pm, free

Short 
List

Early Warnings
ART BATTLE SEATTLE Re-bar, Thurs Feb 28, 6:30 pm, $15/$20

JEFFREY GIBSON: LIKE A HAMMER Seattle Art Museum, Feb 28–May 12, $25
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W
e will get to Steve Jobs in a 
moment. First we must discuss 
Joseph Schumpeter.

During the middle of the 
Second World War, Schumpet-

er, a great Austrian-born economist who for 
a period taught at Harvard, argued that the 
hero of capitalism, the entrepreneur, was 
doomed. He saw the only business figure 

worthy of myth-making 
being displaced (if not 
devoured) by managers, 
boardrooms, and share-
holders. Weirdly, he saw 

this as part of the rise of socialism. The hero 
of capitalism would be smothered by the 
machine of corporate governance.

Of course, he was wrong. The myth of the 
heroic entrepreneur has persisted. It is today 
represented by figures like Elon Musk and 
Je� Bezos. But in our era, no other entrepre-
neur captured the public’s imagination more 
than the late Steve Jobs. He started Apple 
with a friend in his parents’ garage. Later, he 
was thrown out of the corporation. Later still, 
he returned to Apple and, after making it one 
of the greatest corporations of our times, died 
at the relatively young age of 56.

Now think about this. Do you know who 
started Pizza Hut? Or NBC? Or General Mo-
tors? Or Tyson Foods? Do you really know 

the story of these huge corporations? Can 
you ever imagine watching an opera about 
the person who founded them? Tickets for 
such a show would not move at all.

But Steve Jobs? Yes. These tickets are 
going to be hot. And it is Jobs that is the key 
to the operatic power of his story. An opera 
about Bill Gates would send people to sleep. 

He got a computer as a kid. He started a com-
pany. He rose to the top. He became a philan-
thropist. He is likely to die an old man. Who 
wants to watch that?

But Jobs! He was a Schumpeterian hero 
in every sense. With Gates, we get the sense 
that he was only setting up a great mouse-
trap for customers. With Jobs, the public is 
convinced he was doing something for the 
progress of humanity.

And it’s not just about being an “agent of 
innovation.” It’s about his aura (Gates has no 
aura). Even people who, like me, hate anything 
that makes capitalism appear to be anything 
but ugly can’t avoid the fact that Jobs had 
about him the air of an exceptional person.

There have been books and films made 
about him, but I believe that the proper me-
dium for this type of life is opera. It will be 
interesting to see what The (R)evolution of 
Steve Jobs looks and sounds like in Seattle 
Opera’s production. It got its start in 2017 in 
Santa Fe, and it has been to a few other cities 
besides, but it has always been a coproduction 
with Seattle Opera, and finally we get to see it.

With music by Mason Bates and a libretto 
by Mark Campbell, The (R)evolution of Steve 
Jobs understands that no other medium than 
opera is appropriate to the life and times of 
a man many considered to be the last hero 
of capitalism. ■

An Opera About Steve Jobs
It’s one act long, and the brilliant but complicated  

Apple CEO is in every scene.
BY CHARLES MUDEDE

Top Picks
FEB 14–16

Nicola Gunn: ‘Piece for Person 
and Ghetto Blaster’
Fans of bone-dry British humor, moral conun-
drums, and experimental theater take heed. Nicola 
Gunn is coming to town with one of those intellec-
tual monologue + modern dance numbers, during 
which she will explore a very particular situation. 
While walking along a canal in Belgium, a woman 
spots a man throwing rocks at a sitting duck. What 
should she do? Should she walk by? Should she 
confront him? Should she sneak up behind him 
and push him into the water? Does she even owe 
it to the d s to defend them in the rst a e  
And what if she, herself, is a duck? You’ll have to go 
to nd o t. On the Boards, $26–$70.) RICH SMITH

FEB 15–16

Chris D’Elia
Reasonably famous for his roles on Undateable and 
Whitney, Chris D’Elia is a handsome T-shirt-and-
jeans-wearing schlub whose comedic material is 
common as hell, but his animated, on-point gestures, 

o a  infle tions  and im ressions am ify his 
humor into some genuine ROFL bits. He has a PhD in 

analyzing dude-bro behavior, and some high points 
of his stand-up include a brutal takedown of Drake, a 
breakdown of the best and worst laughers, and why 
Russians are always angry. D’Elia’s 2015 comedy 
special, Incorrigible, aptly summarizes his onstage 

ersona yet he s tota y endearing with it. Moore 
Theatre, 8 pm, $33–$43.) DAVE SEGAL

SAT FEB 16

Cathedral
Kremwerk has been Seattle’s mecca for queer parties 
for e years  and it s e e rating this anni ersary y 
bringing back one of its most loved events, Cathedral, 
for one night only. Cathedral debuted in 2014, creat-
ing a rowdy scene that featured Seattle’s best queer 
freaks, genre-bending drag artists, and fun DJs in an 
unpretentious space. This return of Cathedral will fea-
ture Amoania, Cucci Binaca, and Butylene O’Kipple as 
drag erformers  ag efle  i ang  and Sat rn.  
as DJs; plus some mystic visuals from Nasty.head. 
Dress for a photo booth and go feel your fantasy. 
Timbre Room, 10 pm, $8–$15.) CHASE BURNS

MON FEB 18

Fred Armisen: ‘Comedy for 
Musicians but Everyone  
Is Welcome’
Few people are better positioned than Fred 
Armisen to mine the problematic vector where 

humor intersects with music. As cocreator 
of Portlandia with Sleater-Kinney’s Carrie 
Brownstein and 16-year cast member of SNL, 
the current bandleader of Late Night with Seth 
Meyers has honed a chameleonic acting style 
and a vast repertoire of impressions that are 
nuanced and hilarious. The former Trenchmouth 
drummer and dabbler with parody groups such 
as the Blue Jean Committee and Ian Rubbish & 
the Bizzaros draws on decades of experience 
on the touring circuit and countless hours of 
rehearsals and stage time to crack your ass up 
with his acute observations about musicians’ 

e adi os. The Showbox, 8:30 pm, $35/$40.) 
DAVE SEGAL

CLOSING SUN FEB 24

‘Alien/Angel’
As it turns out, Klaus Nomi wasn’t just the singer 
in a viral video you may have seen in college! He 
was a new-wave vaudevillian with a soprano 
that could melt the heart of even the heaviest of 
hea y meta  ro ers in the s. f yo  were o t 
of the loop, look up the song “Lightning Strikes” 
on o e.  e was a t re in ew or s 
underground music scene, and his German expres-
sionist wardrobes, incredible facility with makeup, 
and o erati  synths had a ig infl en e on a id 
Bowie and the Talking Heads. In Alien/Angel, Devin 
Bannon will bring this larger-than-life character 
back to the stage, with help from Annastasia 

Workman on piano and Kathy Moore on guitar. 
Boylesque dancer Waxie Moon is running the 
choreography for Bannon’s two backup dancers, 
and Keira MacDonald will direct. Enjoy this tale of 
a queer icon alongside a menu of pastry and pies, 
a nod to omi s ta ent for a ing. Cafe Nordo, 
$59–$79.) RICH SMITH

THE (R)EVOLUTION  
OF STEVE JOBS
McCaw Hall

e  ar h 

The last hero of capitalism is the perfect subject for opera.
KEN HOWARD

American Junkie
Book-It Repertory Theatre, 
Feb 14–March 10, Wed–
Sun, $20–$50

Chop Shop: Bodies of 
Work
Meydenbauer Center,  

e   

Company Wayne 
McGregor
Moore Theatre, Fri Feb 22, 
7:30 pm, $33–$53

Gold Dust Women: Drag 
Does Fleetwood Mac
Kremwerk, Thurs Feb 14,  

 m  

Live Wire Radio
Triple Door, Sat Feb 16, 
7:30 pm, $20–$35

Mark Morris Dance 
Group
Meany Center for the 
Performing Arts, Feb 

  m  

Maz Jobrani: The Still 
Touring Tour
Neptune Theatre, Sun  

e    m  

Ru-Pocalypse Now!
Timbre Room, Sat Feb 16, 

 m  

Short 
List

Early Warnings
JB SMOOVE Moore Theatre, Fri March 1, 8 pm, $27–$37
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AUTHOR OF THE THURSDAY NEXT SERIES 

JASPER FFORDE
PRESENTS HIS NEW STANDALONE NOVEL 

EARLY RISER
Sunday, February 24 
at 6pm

THIRD PLACE BOOKS 
LAKE FOREST PARK
17171 Bothell Way NE
(206) 366-3333

[BY KYLE ABRAHAM]

MARCH 29 & 30
THE MOORE

PRESENTED IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
ON THE BOARDS

Photos by Tim Barden and Tatiana Wills
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Top Picks
SAT FEB 16

Marlon James:  
‘Black Leopard, Red Wolf’
Jamaican author Marlon James scooped up the 
Man Booker Prize in 2015 for A Brief History of Sev-
en Killings, his polyvocal, linguistically dense novel 
about the attempted assassination of Bob Marley. 
The literary world rightfully went nuts over it—and 
they’re likely to do the same for his new book, Black 
Leopard, Red Wolf, which the New Yorker’s Jia To-
lentino described as “an African Game of Thrones.” 

he oo  is the rst in a new fantasy tri ogy that 
relies heavily on African myth. The story follows a 
h nter named ra er  who is on a est to nd a 
lost boy. (Central Library, 7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH

MON FEB 18

Mia Ayumi Malhotra:  
‘Isako Isako’
In her debut poetry collection, Isako Isako (Alice 
James Books), recent UW grad Mia Ayumi Malhotra 
combines primary documentation and stories from 
her own family history to map out the connections 
between four generations of Japanese American 
women. In describing and working through the 
horrors of internment and the pains of inherited 

trauma, Malhotra employs paradoxical turn after 
paradoxical turn to reveal that sense of alienation 
and yet dee  af nity we fee  with o r own ast. 
She balances all the emotional and mental gymnas-
tics with bold, clear, genuinely surprising imagery, 
which creates the sensation of feeling grounded, 
but in a cloud. She’ll read with local poetry all-stars 
Gabrielle Bates and Jane Wong. (Elliott Bay Book 
Company, 7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH

TUES FEB 26

How #MeToo Is Changing 
Culture, Politics, and 
Journalism: A Conversation with 
KUOW’s Sydney Brownstone
Thanks to the work of former Stranger writer and 
current KUOW journalist Sydney Brownstone, 
several local men have been held accountable 
for sexually assaulting people. She broke the 
story about porn scammer and sex offender Matt 
Hickey, she raised up the voices of former mayor 
Ed Murray’s accusers when few were doing so, 
and she exposed the multiple allegations of rape 
and sexual assault against David Meinert. Those 
are just a few of her major stories on this beat, and 
she did a lot of that work before Ronan Farrow 
reported out the rape allegations against Harvey 
Weinstein, which helped to ignite the #MeToo 
movement. In this way, she’s specially positioned 
to join Seattle University journalism professor 
Sonora Jha for a conversation about how her 

work and the work of others is changing—and, 
unfortunately, not changing—the culture, and to 
offer some guidance about how to write these 
stories responsibly. (Seattle University, Campion 
Ballroom, 6 pm, $5.) RICH SMITH

WED FEB 27

Leigh Calvez:  
‘The Breath of a Whale’
Leigh Calvez writes well-researched, thoroughly 
beautiful books that illuminate the lives of animals 
without stripping them of their essential mystery. In 
her last book, The Hidden Lives of Owls, she headed 
into the forests in the middle of the night to track 
the complex lives of owls. With The Breath of a 
Whale, she’s going back to her roots as an aquatic 
ecotour guide, which explains why the book reads 
like the literary accompaniment to a very excellent 
whale-watching excursion. Learn about the secretive 
lives of blue whales, migratory humpbacks, and, of 
course, our own endangered southern resident orcas. 
(Elliott Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH

Zadie Smith
adie Smith has een a ma or iterary g re her 

entire adult life—since White Teeth was published 
in her early 20s. If you have somehow never 
read White Teeth, that’s the novel to start with. 

hat said  her non tion is tr y e e tiona . ind 
her essay collection Changing My Mind and fli  
straight to “Dead Man Laughing,” about growing 

 in a fami y of omedy fans. r nd her most 
recent essay collection, Feel Free  and fli  straight 
to “Joy.” She is also a fantastic art critic, political 
commentator, theater enthusiast, and satirist. 
On the side, she’s raising a few children. There is 
literally nothing she can’t do. (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 
pm, $35–$80.) CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

M
attilda Bernstein Sycamore’s 
third novel—Sketchtasy—locks 
us in the head of Alexa, a self-
described “queen” in early her 
20s who’s trying to survive life 

in mid-1990s Boston.
Random Bostonians subject her and her 

queer friends, along with the black and brown 
people in her neighborhood, to daily acts of 
violence. Alexa can’t even walk to the laun-
dromat without some frothing heterosexual 
trying to drop a cinder block on her head.

She’s also dealing with “incest flashbacks.” 
Her father molested her as a child, and when 
we meet her, she’s in the process of prepar-

ing to confront him. 
Meanwhile, her par-
ents have cut her o� 
financially for drop-
ping out of college. 

To pay for rent, vegan food, and tons of drugs, 
Alexa starts turning tricks for cash—again. 
And, of course, it’s all happening during the 
AIDS crisis.

All of that sounds heavy, and it is. But Al-
exa greets each new threat of violence, each 
traumatic flashback, and every betrayal the 
way she treats everything else: like another 
goddamn thing she’s got to deal with. Her 
nonchalance and humor aren’t evidence of 
some kind of willful obtuseness; they’re the 

tools she needs to stay resilient in this com-
pelling story of survival.

Much of the book is a line-by-line, pill-
by-pill, john-by-john account of life in 
Boston’s gay club scene. I cannot overstate 
how often characters snort lines of coke or 
pop pills in this book. Many pages read like 

laundry lists—straightforward descriptions 
of the drugs done, the bars crawled, and the 
after-hours hosted. While Sycamore risks 
monotony with Alexa’s mesmerizing mono-
logue, she is also getting a lot of mimetic 
mileage out of it. You’re supposed to feel the 
boredom of doing all these drugs. Sycamore 

isn’t glamorizing anything here—except for 
good hair and great dancing. She’s trying to 
put you in the room.

Sycamore’s turns toward sentiment, 
however, rely too heavily on the literary 
convention of appreciating the way light 
looks, and so those gestures aren’t as suc-
cessful as the humor.

Aside from contributing to a fully im-
mersive reading experience, Alexa’s sin-
gular, all-consuming voice gives Sycamore 
the opportunity to bury emotional land 
mines. You wouldn’t expect something as 
common as the announcement of a char-
acter’s age to make your heart gush with 
grief, but after 153 pages of intense drug 
journaling, of watching characters negoti-
ate more violence and pain in an afternoon 
than privileged people have to negotiate 
in a lifetime, a line about someone’s 21st 
birthday will make you put the book down 
and take a walk.

Alexa’s story is fictional, but it reads like 
a first-person historical account of queer 
survival, one that accurately portrays the 
struggle of a person trying to build a com-
munity outside of a society that constantly 
rejects her. There are no answers here, and 
no detailed blueprint for how to build that 
community. But there are glimmers, clues, 
hopes, sketches of a possible path forward. ■

Wow, There Are a Lot of Drugs
...in Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore’s new novel, Sketchtasy.

BY RICH SMITH

MATTILDA BERNSTEIN 
SYCAMORE
Thurs Feb 21, Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free

Sycamore’s narrator also wrestles with “incest flashbacks” and the AIDS crisis.
JESSE MANN

Charlie Jane Anders: 
The City in the Middle  
of the Night
Elliott Bay Book Company, 
Fri Feb 22, 7 pm, free

Jean Godden:  
Citizen Jean
Third Place Books Lake 
Forest Park, Sun Feb 17, 6 
pm, free; University Book 
Store, Tues Feb 19,  
6 pm, free

Marlon James: Black 
Leopard, Red Wolf
Third Place Books 
Ravenna, Sat Feb 16,  
1 pm, free

Michael Ondaatje: 
Warlight
Central Library, Tues Feb 
26, 7 pm, free

Saturday University: 
Winter Lecture Series
Seattle Art Museum, Sat, 
$11/$73, through March 9

Vaginomicon
Corvus & Co., Sun  
Feb 24, 6–9 pm,  
pay what you want

Early Warnings
JILL ABRAMSON: MERCHANTS OF TRUTH 
University Temple United Methodist Church, Thurs 
Feb 28, 7 pm, $30

Short 
List
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T
he Universal Zulu Nation had its 
start in the 1970s. It was, so the 
story goes, an organization that 
attempted to steer the youth of New 
York City away from gang violence 

and into artistic production. In the 1980s, 
these artistic activities evolved into what 
is now called hiphop. There were four basic 
elements to this movement: rapping, DJing, 
gra¢ti, and breakdancing. There was also 

knowledge, a more obscure 
fifth element. (Other 
hiphop organizations and 
activists replaced the fifth 
element, knowledge, with 
fashion, which is justified, 
considering the impact 

that Dapper Dan had on the look of hiphop 
in the ’80s.)

The Zulu Nation was founded by Afrika 
Bambaataa, a Bronx-born DJ who, with the 
help of producer Arthur Baker, rewired rap 
and gave it a galactic vibe. Bambaataa also 
worked with Johnny Rotten to produce a 
track, “Time Zone,” that expressed one of 
the deepest fears of the times, nuclear holo-
caust. Bambaataa, however, recently left the 
organization he founded because of allega-
tions of child sexual abuse that apparently 
date back to the ’70s. (Had these allegations 
appeared during the #MeToo movement, 
instead of the fall of 2016, they would have 
been a much bigger story.) But one man does 
not an organization make, and the ideas and 
community principles of Zulu Nation em-
powered inner-city people, first in the New 
York City area, and then across the world. 
In 2004, it reached Seattle.

Based at Washington Hall, 
the Seattle chapter of Zulu 
Nation, 206 Zulu, is lively, 
promotes breakdancing and 
art events around the city, and 
has a program, Zulu Radio, on 
KBCS (91.3 FM) that airs live 
on Saturday from 3 to 5 a.m. If 
that sounds late to you, then 
you do not know the histo-
ry of hiphop—recall Chuck 
D’s line from the 1987 track 
“Don’t Believe the Hype”: “In 
the daytime, radio’s scared of 
me… I get on the mix late in 
the night.”

The local and national 
organizations represent the 
pre-commercial virtues of 
hiphop. It is really about lov-
ing not so much the culture 
but its power. This power 
saved many lives and kept 
thousands of men out of pris-
on. Hiphop culture was (and 
still is) for real. You could 
devote your whole life to one 
of its elements. And this al-
most spiritual commitment 
explains the Zulu Nation as 
a whole. It also explains why 
the local chapter is celebrating its 15 years 
of existence with a performance by Bay Area 
hiphop legends Souls of Mischief, a group 
that’s part of another spiritually-minded 
hiphop collective called Hieroglyphics.

And now I must say a little something 
about Souls of Mischief. To this day, I do not 

go a week without four minutes of it being 
filled by the sad melodies and pounding beats 
of that crew’s masterpiece, “93 ’til Infinity.” 
The song is one of the highest aesthetic 
achievements in hiphop production. The 
music says the same thing as the words. It 
is always about the diamond infinity of mo-

ments that, in glittering rings, radiate from 
1993 until the present, the now, the moment 
that’s being crystallized by the sorrowful 
soul of the looped electric piano, the lone-
ly blow of the Pete Rock–like horn, and the 
man-machine compression of the drum ma-
chine. Hiphop rarely gets better than this. ■

Top Picks
THURS FEB 14

Aurora, Talos
  ROCK/POP   Norwegian singer-songwriter Aurora 
has sweetly high-toned vocals and a sound 
leaning to pop catchiness. Her music verges on 
saccharine some moments and grandiose cheese 
at others, but more often than not, it’s dreamy 
and lovely and thoughtful, her instrumentals 
incorporating electronic and organic instrumen-
tation. She’s called her latest outing, Infections 
of a Different Kind (Step 1), a “very empowering 
album, but also sentimental at times,” and she’s 
landing in town behind it. Support from archi-
tect-turned-electro-pop-musician Eoin French, aka 
Talos. (The Showbox, 8:30 pm, all ages, $20/$25 
(sold out).) LEILANI POLK

Bilal, Parisalexa
  SOUL/R&B   Are you still looking for that thing to 
take your boo to for Valentine’s Day? An event 
that evokes a sexy yet low-pressure atmosphere, 
where your senses are heightened by both mood 
and sound? I think this Bilal and Parisalexa show 
is just the ticket. Neo-soul artist Bilal has worked 
with many of your favorite artists (Kendrick and 
Common among them), and he crafts sensual, 
D’Angelo- and Roots-adjacent tunes. Warming the 
stage is up-and-coming R&B star Parisalexa, a na-
tive of Seattle whose catchy songs pair perfectly 
with those of the music industry veteran. (Nectar, 
8 pm, $20–$50.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

THURS FEB 14 & SAT FEB 16

Prokofiev ‘Symphony No. 7’
  CLASSICAL/OPERA   An evening chock-full of violins, 
playfulness, and nostalgia. Paul Dukas’s The Sor-
cerer’s Apprentice, which you’ll remember from 

Disney’s Fantasia  wi  gi e way to ro o e s 
sweeping and yet wistful Seventh Symphony. 
Violinist Aleksey Semenenko will also tackle the 
challenging but downright jaunty solos in Sibel-
ius’s one-and-only Violin Concerto, colloquially 
known as the “Polonaise for Polar Bears” due to its 
icy texture and pounding rhythm. (Benaroya Hall 
S. Mark Taper Foundation Auditorium, $22–$122.) 
RICH SMITH

FRI FEB 15

Beats Antique, Axel Thesle�,  
Pilz Beats
  FUNK/REGGAE   Oakland-based Beats Antique is 
a prime paradigm of three people with diverse 
talents banding together to create something 
uniquely fresh. CIA grad David Satori spent many 
years playing in a 10-piece Afrobeat band, and he 
juggles viola, guitar, banjo, melodica, and various 
instruments from around the world, like the saz 
and e e tri  m  a sort of r ish an o . 

Lifelong dancer Zoe Jakes started in jazz and 
ballet, settled on belly dancing that incorporates 
elements of tango, popping, and Indian styles, did 
stints with Yard Dogs Road Show and Belly Dance 
Superstars, and plays strap-on bass drum. Tommy 
“Sidecar” Cappel picked up drums young (he was 
beat-keeping by 6), and his jazz, prog, and metal in-
fl en es were a gmented y a er ee ed ation  
and grew to encompass world music that included 
non-jazz rhythmic patterns of African and Arab 
music. All three are involved in electro production 
techniques, the resulting sound heady, mesmer-
izing, sonically bright and exciting, danceable, and 
just fucking cool experimental world fusion that’s 
heavy on samples, sequencing, and percussives. 
The band promises a whole new stage show on 
their current Grand Bizarre tour. (Showbox Sodo, 9 
pm, all ages, $30.) LEILANI POLK

The Dip, Hoshin, Falon Sierra
  SOUL/R&B   The soul revival has been in full effect 
for a good decade, and lots of good artists are 

The Souls of Hiphop
206 Zulu celebrates 15 years with hiphop  

legends Souls of Mischief.
BY CHARLES MUDEDE

The mighty Souls of Mischief crew: Opio, A-Plus, Phesto, and Tajai.
NICOLA GYPSICOLA

206 ZULU 15TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
KICK OFF: SOULS 
OF MISCHIEF
Fri Feb 15, 
Crocodile, 8 pm, 
$10 adv/$15 DOS, 
all ages
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Nectar Lounge
412 N 36th St
206.632.2020

www.nectarlounge.com

3.17 Sunday (Americana/Folk) 
an early evening with
POLECAT  
ST PADDY’S DAY PARTY

3.19 Tuesday (Reggae)
BLACK UHURU
Onesty, Dub Lounge International

3.20 & 3.21 Wednesday & Thursday 
(Funk/Soul)
KARL DENSON’S 
TINY UNIVERSE
(2 Nights!)

3.22 Friday (Electronic)
BLUETECH
Subaqueous, Ovoid

4.5 Friday (Electronic)
LITTLE PEOPLE
Marley Carroll, Natasha Kmeto

4.13 Saturday (Circus Funk)
MARCHFOURTH 
at Neumos
General Mojo’s, Willdabeast

4.18 Thursday (Funk/Soul)
CON BRIO

5.4 & 5.5 Saturday & Sunday (Latin)
FLOR DE TOLOACHE  
(2 Nights!)
The Cumbieros, La Misa Negra

5.31 Friday (Hip-Hop)
THE PHARCYDE
New Track City, DJ Indica Jones

2.17 Sunday (Blues/Rock)
NORTH MISSISSIPPI 
ALLSTARS
DJ Abe Beeson

2.21 Thursday (Electronic)
RANDOM RAB
Russ Liquid, Mandala Affect

2.27 Wednesday (Roots/Folk/Reggae)
SATSANG  
with NEW KINGSTON

2.28 & 3.1 Thursday & Friday 
(Afrobeat)
ANTIBALAS (2 Nights!)
Unsinkable Heavies, Biddadat

3.2 Saturday (R&B)
DANITY KANE
Dumblonde, Dawn, #All4doras,  
DJ Indica Jones

3.5 Fat Tuesday (Mardi Gras Party)
“POLYGRAS” feat 
POLYRHYTHMICS
Chris Bullock Band (of Snarky Puppy)

3.8 Friday (Electronic)
PHUTUREPRIMITIVE
Edamame, Pressha, Torbjør

3.10 Sunday (Hip-Hop)
TOBE NWIGWE

2.13 NIGHTMARES ON WAX
2.14 BILAL
2.15 TRL HOSTED BY *NSYNC’S  
 CHRIS KIRKPATRICK
2.16 JAI HO!
2.22 BIG SOMETHING 
 + AQUEOUS
2.23  THE BEST 80S PARTY EVER
2.24 LINDSTROM & THE LIMIT
2.26 KIND COUNTRY at HIGH DIVE

3.7 SISTERS WITH HUNTERTONES

3.8 HIGH STEP SOCIETY 
 at HIGH DIVE

3.9 CLINTON FEARON
3.13 GOLDEN ROAD
3.15 SPAFFORD
3.16 HOLI: FESTIVAL OF COLOR
3.23 JEFF AUSTIN BAND
3.26 SPYN RESET,
 BLUE LOTUS, MOTUS
3.27 LUCKY BROWN’S FUNKWAYS
3.28 THA ALKAHOLIKS

3.29 POOR MAN’S WHISKEY
3.30 90S PROM PARTY
4.4 DIRTY REVIVAL
4.6 PINK TALKING FISH
4.12  ANDY COE BAND
4.13 MURS
4.19 HIGH PULP
4.20  HOT BUTTERED RUM
4.20 BUMPIN UGLIES at HIGH DIVE

4.26 TRUTH B2B STYLUST
4.28 EKOLU

http://www.nectarlounge.com
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coming out of it still. Among them is Seattle septet 
the Dip, led by Beat Connection regulars Tom 
Eddy (vocals, guitar) and Jarred Katz (drums). 
They’ve earned some ink from Rolling Stone 
(which likened the Dip to acts on the Daptone 
Records roster, not a small compliment), and their 
just-released sophomore album, The Dip Delivers, 
adds percussion, back-up singers, and a string 

artet to the mi . here is a ne o a  with or-
ganist Delvon Lamarr and guitarist Jimmy James 
(True Loves, Delvon Lamarr Organ Trio) in the hard 
s in ing  groo e sh ffling tra  d ertising.  he 
band also encompasses a tight three-piece horn 
section that brings brass-raising oomph to the 
Dip’s modernized take on 1960s-vintage sounds. 
They sold out Saturday night at Neumos. This 
Friday-night date was added so stragglin’ fans 
didn’t miss a chance to get their Dip on. (Neumos, 
8 pm, $16/$18.) LEILANI POLK

Wall of Ears, Zen Mother, Einar
  ROCK/POP   Amherst-via-Seattle quartet Wall of 
Ears leader CW Lott claims an impressive range 
of infl en es ra tro  free a  am ient  sy h

o  tri a  fri an so nds  minima ism  and 
more). Yet Wall of Ears’ music, as evidenced on 
their latest album, Hello Beautiful Nothing, sounds 
as if it came out of a laboratory where they make 
21st-century indie-rock songs to encourage Urban 

t tters stomers to inger onger. t s ne for 
what it is, but it fails to live up to the self-descrip-
tion. As for Zen Mother, this show may be your 
last chance to catch one of Seattle’s most inter-
esting rock groups before their two main mem-
bers—Monika Khot and Wolcott Smith—move to 
NYC in the spring. Zen Mother’s I Was Made to 
Be Like Her album plumbs chthonic zones with 
foreboding atmospheres and a panoply of outré 
guitar and keyboard textures. Get a copy while 
you can. (Barboza, 7 pm, $10.) DAVE SEGAL

SAT FEB 16

Alex Cameron & Roy Molloy
  ROCK/POP   When that Gayngs Relayted album 

ame o t in   was s re it hera ded a ya ht 
rock renaissance. Everybody seemed way into 
it again for a min te. riends were st m ing 
during Hall & Oates songs and going earnestly to 
Michael McDonald concerts. The revival never 
really took off, and the soft sounds of the late 
’70s/early ’80s have remained mostly in the past, 
except for the odd artist like Aussie musician 
Alex Cameron. Something about his tonal quality 
brings me right back to that brief non-revival. He 
de nite y has the soft  ree y  me ow a ity and 
warm sax accompaniment, courtesy of business 

partner/bandmate Roy Molloy, but with more 
up-tempo synthy dance moments and an intrigu-
ing individuality that’s hard to pinpoint. Pitchfork 
calls his 2018 album Forced Witness art s ea e  
that trans ends its s rfa e e e  smarm to 

e ome a iting ie e of ommentary.   say  
sure, why not? This go-round, Cameron is touring 
as part of a duo with Molloy backing him up on 
horns. (Barboza, 7 pm, $20.) LEILANI POLK

KW 5-Year All Night: Patrick 
Russell, Beta Librae
  DJ   Seattle’s mecca for underground-electronic 
music and edgy, queer-centric events, Kremwerk, 

e e rates its fth anni ersary a  wee end. 
Among this extravaganza’s highlights is Patrick 
Russell and Beta Librae. The former is a Brooklyn 
DJ/producer/remixer who records for Bunker 

ew or  and nterdimensiona  ransmissions  
two of America’s greatest labels for bound-
ary-pushing techno and electro, respectively. 
Expect the headiest of hedonistic tracks in those 
styles. Fellow Brooklynite Beta Librae (aka Bailey 

offman  has remi ed rising star ae i s ne 
ore  and ossesses a feather ight to h with a -

stractly funky jungle, dubstep, and exotic house. 
Her set should make for a wonderful contrast with 
Russell’s. (Kremwerk, 10 pm, $12/$15.) DAVE SEGAL

Rhye, Rum.Gold
  ROCK/POP   f the m si  of hye were a mood  it 
would be like when you’re sad but also horny and 
want to be surrounded by candlelight and expen-
sive things that look pretty but don’t bring you joy. 

his is a state m in often. er y om i ated 
moods aside, Rhye is good. Led by Toronto-bred, 
LA-based musician and lead singer Michael 
Milosh—whose detached and dulcet vocal tone is 
easy to fall for and be entranced by—their music 
is delicate, down-tempo R&B that gets embel-
lished by occasional violins. Rum.Gold, who has a 
similarly smooth voice he pits over sad and sexy 
production, will open. (Neptune Theatre, 9 pm, all 
ages, $34.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

GENEVIEVE MEDOW JENKINS

The Dip

LAUREN STELLING

Rhye

DON’T MISS THIS 
CHANCE TO BE SEEN IN 
THE STRANGER’S FIRST 
EVER GEEK THEMED 
EDITION FOCUSING 
ON THE NORTHWEST’S 
PREEMINENCE OF ALL 
THINGS GEEK!

TO ADVERTISE, EMAIL ADINFO@THESTRANGER.COM
OR CALL 206-323-7101 

SPACE RESERVATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, MARCH 1
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CENTRALSALOON.COM
207 1ST AVE S 

 WED 2/13 

SHIVERTWINS + SHARKIE + HEAVY DENIM
 FRI 2/15 

SEATTLE NEW MUSIC SHOWCASE NIGHT 1: 
JET///LAG + THE BEAR DANCE + LIQUOR 

JACKET + THE REGRETS + HIGH ROMANTICS
 SAT 2/16 

SEATTLE NEW MUSIC SHOWCASE NIGHT 2: 
SOMETHING IN THE TREES + PACIFIC ECHOES 

+ OIL CAN + JAKE’S MEADOW + ANOTHER 
PERFECT CRIME + FULL LIFE CRISIS

 SUN 2/17 

MONSTER ROAD
 MON 2/18 

SPACE BASIL + UDU UBU
 WED 2/20 

SMASHIE SMASHIE + FRANK WILE + BOBCAT
 SAT 2/23 

BREAD & BUTTER + OLD GOLD + HEAD BAND
 SUN 2/24 

A. GREEN + CANALS OF VENICE
+ LARSEN GARDENS

 MON 2/25 

BELDAM + DELAPIDATION
+ TENRAI + WERTHLESS

 TUE 2/26 

BRIANNA SKY & THE DARK CLOUDS + SANDI 
FERNANDEZ & THE BEACON HILLBILLIES + 

CASHING IN KARMA + PROFFESSOR SWEATER

mailto:ADINFO@THESTRANGER.COM
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Stefan Maier, Chloe Alexandra 
Thompson, Marcus Price
  EXPERIMENTAL/NOISE   Vancouver composer 
Stefan aier wor s in the rare ed strat m of 
e e troni  m si  that dea s with e tremes in 

o me  density  and tim re. is m si  tends to 
t yo  on edge  as it often seems to e resaging 

a atastro he. n a sense  it s i e a high row 
thri er so ndtra  for eo e who a re iate 
annis ena is. aier wi  e erforming r-

ranger  whi h  the show s romoter says  ses 
stom a hine earning software to rearrange 

his  om ter assisted im ro isations in rea  
time.  ort and s h oe e andra hom son 

reates se ere  minima ist drones in a manner of 
ren h egend iane adig e  for whi h  than  

her. Chapel Performance Space, 8 pm, all ages, 
$5–$15 donation.  DAVE SEGAL

SUN FEB 17

North Mississippi Allstars
  ROCK/POP   hen  was a m si  riti  in orida  
there were two genres  had to write a o t 
fre ent y that wore on my atien e  a  meta  
and ontem orary e e tri  es. hi e on the 
s rfa e  orth ississi i stars e ong in the 
atter gro and not on y e a se dee oi ed 

frontman Luther Dickinson is a consummate 
g itarist rone to wai ing so os their m si  has 
more So thern ro  dimensions  e ta grit  and 
ass sha a e groo es than yo r norma  nood ing 
fare. s ther and his ro ody who ays a 
wi ed e e tri  wash oard in addition to dr ms 
and eys  are the sons of ate great em his 
re ord rod er im i inson  so they now their 
shit. so  they t on a f ing sweaty  righteo s 
show. e t some arn rning on this night. 
Nectar, 8:30 pm, $25.  LEILANI POLK

MON FEB 18

Ja Rule & Ashanti
  HIPHOP/RAP   e a  saw or at east heard a o t  
what ha ened at the yre esti a  after those 
two do mentaries dro ed ast month. nd 
we a  now o r man a e was retty hea i y 
im i ated in that entire mess of a sit ation. hi e 
 feared that the ontro ersy wo d rightf y 

o ershadow this a so te gem of a throw a  
hiphop concert, there are reports that the Queens 
ra er is eading hants of  a e  at his 
shows so that fans an get their resentment o t of 
their system and en oy the night. he eo e st 
wanna m  to ways on ime  and esmer-
i e  in ea e  Showbox Sodo, 7:30 pm, $55/$60.  
JASMYNE KEIMIG

TV Girl, George Clanton
  ROCK/POP    ir  ead o a ist rad etering s 

oi e so nds i e it sho d e sai ing o er some 
math ro  t ne  some assi a y twee indie ro  
song t it s not. e sings o er strange  e er-
imenta  o  eats that ha e hoo s yo  want to 
mo e to. is m si  so nds i e the o or the room 
t rns when the te e ision is eft on o ernight. 

ee  an ear o t for St id tress.   ir  wi  
e s orted y eorge anton  whose m si  a 
ose friend and ma or fan of the singer des ri ed 

as se y  an iety  ratty a orwa e.  t so nds 
i e r e  green  and e ight. Barboza, 8 pm, 

$13 (sold out).  JASMYNE KEIMIG

TUES FEB 19

Kacey Musgraves, Soccer Mommy
  BLUES/COUNTRY/FOLK   a ey sgra es isn t 
yo r traditiona  o ntry m si  artist. She to d the 
New York Times that the idea for S ow rn  
a tra  off   Golden Hour  ame d ring 
a s irit a  o rney  an a id tri  and set the 
tone for the rest of the a m  whi h was more 
o e song oriented than ast o tings. t so nds 
i e no o ntry m si  yo  hear on the radio  and 

sometimes it doesn t so nd i e o ntry m si  
at a  t more i e s era a re  anyon 
fo roots  or ne y wro ght modern o  or a 
mi  of oth  her sweet y d et intones soaring 
o er to . arm  omes from another fe ow 
nontraditiona  ash i ian  indie o ro  sing-
er songwriter So er ommy  a a So hie ison. 
Paramount Theatre, 8 pm, all ages, $179–$413.  

LEILANI POLK

Miya Folick, Barrie
  ROCK/POP   iya o i  is ehind the song we 
a  need to hear at some oint  the o y and 

right Sto  a ing  whi h nds o i  te ing s 
to sh t  a o t that d m  oy we re o sessed 
with and an t sto  hattering a o t e en tho gh 
he ne er a s s a  when we need him and is 
a genera  ow ife nworthy of o r time. She st 
wants s to now that she ares a o t s  he 

res ient yo ng a ifornia m si ian wi  e oined 
y roo yn s arrie  whose atmos heri  t nes 

so nd at on e retro groo y and from the s a e 
age. Barboza, 8 pm, $12.  JASMYNE KEIMIG

FEB 19–20

The Bad Plus
  JAZZ   he ad s are a innea o is a  trio 
of im e a e taste and ta ent that are in hing 
toward two de ades together. hey ha e a do en 
a ms to their redit  their ata og hea y on 
a ant a y reimaginings of indie ro  o  and 
e e troni  m si . o nd their ta e on he  

win s im  right now. hen isten to their most 
re ent o ting  It’s Hard  a  the ine  ohnny 

ash  a s  the eah eah eahs  he 
o ots  raftwer  and he ea tif  nes  
rin e  a  get the ad s treatment. Jazz 

Alley, 7:30 pm, all ages, $31.  LEILANI POLK

WED FEB 20

Escape-ism
  METAL/PUNK   e er o nt o t an S enoni s 

ation of ysses  the a e  eird ar  
et . . t an age when most ro ers are r nning on 
f mes  the year o d e entri  ra e ro ser s 
sti  testing o t new a ter egos and twea ing his 

UMG NASHVILE

Kacey Musgraves
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trademark moves into fresh output. Latest case in 
point is Escape-ism, a project I want to assume is 
named after the funky, early-’70s James Brown 
song. Svenonius’s two albums under this handle—
Introduction to Escape-ism and The Lost Record—

nd him wie ding g itar and dr m ma hine to i e 
out his own twisted Suicide dream (baby dream), 
with help from Zumi on sax and F Bermudez on 
keyboards and percussion. Escape-ism isn’t as 
cutthroat of a proposition as electro-punk pioneers 
Suicide (pun intended), but it is an entertaining 
homage that still retains Svenonius’s meta-kitsch 
charm. (Black Lodge, 9 pm, all ages.) DAVE SEGAL

FRI FEB 22

Dead Meadow, Dallas Acid, 
Sterling Serpent
  ROCK/POP   Washington, DC’s Dead Meadow al-
ways struck me as an impecunious person’s Bardo 
Pond: molasses-y psych-rock with the occasional 
poignant melody made by folks who smoke their 
weight in marijuana daily. So it was mystifying 
when Matador Records signed Dead Meadow in 
2003, even though it already had a superior version 
of them on its roster. But that’s ancient history. 
What have Dead Meadow done for us lately? Their 
2018 album, The Nothing They Need, comes across 
as a skint individual’s Brian Jonestown Massacre. 

he tem os are a it fleeter than d ring those at-
ador years and the songs scan as more convention-
ally psych-pop, but there’s still an innate heaviness. 
The last track is titled “Tomorrow Never Knows,” but 
it’s not a Beatles cover. There’s a metaphor in that 
decision. (Highline, 8 pm, $15/$20.) DAVE SEGAL

OM, Emel Mathlouthi
  METAL/PUNK   If the name itself isn’t already a 
giveaway, OM have always ranked among the most 
philosophical of metal bands. Their early albums 
on Holy Mountain Records set a high bar for heavy 
doom rock, as bassist/vocalist Al Cisneros (ex-Sleep) 
waxed theosophical with the certainty and equa-
nimity of a permanently stoned priest. With God Is 
Good and Advaitic Songs, OM slightly lightened up 
sonically, adding purring tamboura drones, cello, and 
tabla to their spiritually liberating sound. With Emil 
Amos replacing Chris Hakius on drums, the tracks 
became less turgid. OM have not released a studio 
album since 2012, so this tour will likely debut some 
new material while presenting old favorites. If Alice 

Coltrane were alive and into metal, she’d be an OM 
fan. (El Corazon, 8 pm, $20/$25.) DAVE SEGAL

Research: Laurel Halo, Textasy
  ELECTRONIC   Berlin via Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
musician Laurel Halo has gone far in the under-
ground-electronic-music world by eschewing 
obviousness in her productions. That courageous 
approach has led to releases on discerning labels 
such as Hyperdub, RVNG Intl., and Livity Sound. 
I once described Halo’s sound as being “poised 
between artful abstraction and strangely beautiful 
song-based structures”; that still holds. With 
2017’s Dust, she collaborated with deft percus-
sionist Eli Keszler in a valiant effort to rewrite the 
electro-pop rulebook with her patented off-kilter 
melodic and rhythmic allure. For last year’s Raw 
Silk Uncut Wood, Keszler and cellist Oliver Coates 
join Halo for a heady whirl into an austere kind 
of electronic chamber music that’s more about 
discovering unconventional textures and conjuring 
elusive moods. No telling what she’ll bring to 
Kremwerk, but it’s bound to be fascinating. (Krem-
werk, 10 pm–4 am, $9/$12.) DAVE SEGAL

Teenage Fanclub
  ROCK/POP   Scotland’s gift to Big Star/Beatles/
Byrds worship just keeps on keepin’ on. Like most 
ro  a ionados   m ed on the Bandwagon-
esque bandwagon when that classic 1991 album 
came out and swooned to its pitch-perfect, 
harmony-rich jangle pop. True, some may miss 
the noisy japes of the band covering Pink Floyd 
and Madonna, as well as their raucous Mudhoney 
tribute (on 1991’s The King), and the freakier mo-
ments of 1990’s A Catholic Education. But it’s safe 
to say that fans who’ve stuck around this long will 

nd s am ing  to hing dad ro  as we ome 
as their best friends’ smiles. And, hey, look out 
for brilliant new member Euros Childs of Gorky’s 
Zygotic Mynci. (Neptune Theatre, 9 pm, all ages, 
$24.) DAVE SEGAL

SAT FEB 23

Men I Trust
  ROCK/POP   hat rst gra ed me a o t en  
Trust is their name. It made me think—who are the 
men I trust? It fucked me up. But this Montre-
al-based band creates the fuzziest dream-elec-
tro-indie pop to calm down and unwind to. The 

Teenage Fanclub

DONALD MILNE

Century Ballroom

GROUP &
PRIVATE
lessons

East Coast Swing•Lindy Hop

LEARN
TO DANCE!
classes START the WEEK OF 2/17
SCHEDU LE & REGISTRATION ONLINE

DANCING’S BETTER WITH A PARTNER

SUNDAYS
9PM INTRO LESSON / 9:30PM DANCE

WEDNESDAYS
9PM INTRO LESSON / 9:30PM DANCE

SATURDAYS
7:30PM INTRO LESSON / 8:30PM DANCE

CENTURY BALLROOM - 915 E PINE ST - CENTURYBALLROOM.COM

Century BallroomCentury BallroomCentury BallroomCentury Ballroom

GROUP &
PRIVATE
lessons

East Coast Swing•Lindy Hop

SUNDAYSSUNDAYS
9PM INTRO LESSON / 9:30PM DANCE9PM INTRO LESSON / 9:30PM DANCE

WEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYS
9PM INTRO LESSON / 9:30PM DANCE9:30PM DANCE

SATURDAYSSATURDAYS
7:30PM INTRO LESSON / 8:30PM DANCE8:30PM DANCE
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reverby guitar and lead singer Emma Proulx’s 
voice intertwine to make you feel like you are 
floating on a moon eam o er the o ean. ome 
and dan e to the tem o ai whi  or s ow y 
s in o t to Show e ow.  Barboza, 7 pm, $12 
(sold out).  JASMYNE KEIMIG

Sharon Van Etten, Nilüfer Yanya
  ROCK/POP   ome a  id  the rst sing e 
off Sharon an tten s Remind Me Tomorrow  
reminded me of s era ate sh  t with its 
own distin ti e a ea .  did a do e ta e when 
 dis o ered it was an tten  who d nown 

as a g itar dri en fo  artist with onfessiona  
tenden ies. er rrent materia  is intrig ing 
synth and eys rooted indie ro  with ag e 
new wa e fla or  ne e ted groo iness  and 
ho ef  moodiness. She was a arent y a ready 
on her way to an e o tion e years a  with Are 
We There. e oming a mother  an a tor see  The 
OA  and a st dent she went a  to s hoo  for 

sy ho ogy  has o io s y had a ositi e  im a t. 
onse en e of So nd a ed Remind Me Tomor-

row an tten s Ok Computer  and  don t disagree. 
t s my fa orite  of  so far. Neptune Theatre, 

9 pm, all ages, $29 (sold out).  LEILANI POLK

MON FEB 25

Half Waif, Whitney Ballen, 
Pickleboy
  ROCK/POP   a f aif  the ro e t of assa h
setts singer songwriter andi ose n ett  
o ies that s a e etween eing awa e and 
as ee  where rea ity isn t ite s ary t is ent 
at a  degree ang e. So nds get ig and sma  and 

ig again. She is s orted y o a  a t hitney 
a en. e heard a en s oi e des ri ed many 

different ways  t  thin  it s strong as f  t s 
i e or e ain trans ent  ea tif  and seem

ing y de i ate  t a so way more d ra e than yo  
thin . r than yo  gi e it redit for. nera i ity  

i  nera i ity  is something that re ires 
onstant ndressing and ra ery. his show is for 

the ra est of the ra e. Sunset Tavern, 8 pm.  
JASMYNE KEIMIG

TUES FEB 26

Jon Spencer & the Hitmakers
  BLUES/COUNTRY/FOLK   ord nows  as a fa orite 
of mine  e written a goddamn  a o t on 

S en er o er the ast  years and  we  m  
sto ed he s t rning  in e town with his e
tra rri ar  gro . S en er  and his itma ers  
hit with the atented S en er a om  and ots 
of  tho gh the itma ers  ams fee  
s ight y tem ered  i e the songs are a itt e ess 
i e es osion s haos and groo ier  i e 
oss og  s an added shade of ssy a ore 

meta i  er ssi eness. h  f  yeah  y a  
they  e rangin  some angin .   
Crocodile, 7 pm, all ages, $20.  MIKE NIPPER

WED FEB 27

Beirut, Helado Negro
  ROCK/POP    fee  i e  missed the oat with 

eir t  ne er rea y istened to the ew e i o 
and in my teen years  and no one has a eir t 
hase at . heir m si  so nds i e the ear y 

s ots of tight stringed instr ments  horns  a 
a ering o a . he and is to ring in s ort of 

their rand new fth  Gallipoli. S orting a t 
e ado egro  a a o erto ar os ange  rod es 

m si  that ma es me fee  i e m the reamiest  
most de i io s s oo  of i e ream that s me ting 
in the hot s mmer s n. his is a good thing. t s 

sh  e erimenta  and a it weird. e sings in a 
ow oi e that ma es it seem i e he s te ing yo  

a se ret. isten ose y. Paramount Theatre, 7:30 
pm, all ages, $32–$42.  JASMYNE KEIMIG

Sharon Van Etten

RYAN PFLUGER

OLGA BACZYNSKA

Beirut



TIMES LISTED
ARE SHOW TIMES. 

DOORS OPEN 
30-60 MINUTES 

BEFORE.

FOLLOW US ON FB, TWITTER & INSTAGRAM

Friday 2/22
KEXP PRESENTS

CAROLINE ROSE
SUPERET, INGS

9PM $15/$18

2/17 DEVIN SINHA, 2/18 COUNTRY DAVE, 2/19 KEVIN MURPHY, 2/25 SQUARE DANCE, 2/26 KEVIN 
MURPHY, 3/5 JOY WILLIAMS, 3/8 TIGER TIGER, 3/9 BOWIE VISION, 3/10 LONESOME SHACK, 
3/12 SISTER SPARROW, 3/14 I DRAW SLOW, 3/15 REBIRTH BRASS BAND, 3/16 MARTY O’REILLY

Thursday 2/21
91.3 KBCS PRESENTS

AMY RAY
BECKY WARREN

8PM $18/$20

Sunday 2/24
THE ROADHOUSE ON KEXP PRESENTS

DANIEL ROMANO
THAYER SERANO

8PM $12/$14

 Wednesday 2/27
100.7 THE WOLF PRESENTS

SAM RIGGS
MILLER CAMPBELL

8PM $12/$15

Sunday 3/3
OZARK ROCK

WELLES
8PM $10/$12

  Thursday 3/7
91.3 KBCS PRESENTS

LAURA VEIRS
BRENDA XU
8PM $17/$20

Wednesday 2/13
PSYCHEDELIC GUITAR ROCK

STEVE GUNN
MEG BAIRD
8PM $16/$18

Thursday 2/14
MODERN ACOUSTIC NEWGRASS

HEAD FOR THE HILLS
CASCADE CRESCENDO 
VITO & THE ONE-EYED JACKS

8PM $10/$15

Friday 2/15
GIMME SHELTER / DESC BENEFIT

DUSTY 45’S
SHAWN SMITH, LITTLESPIRIT

DANNY NEWCOMB
ABBIGALE SMITH

9PM $20

Saturday 2/16
10TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY

COUNTRY LIPS
9PM $15



2200 2ND AVE H CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE
H MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM H

2/13
WEDNESDAY

The Crocodile & Real Good Touring Present:

Supermega Live @ The Neptune Theatre
18 & Over

2/13
WEDNESDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Winter / Triptides @ The Sunset  21 & Over

2/14
THURSDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Galentine’s Day
Susan G, Beth Whitney, Amanda Winterhalter, 
Caitlin Sherman   21 & Over

2/16
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Raver Harder! w/ Strider
Pool Water, Graz, Cosmo, Slow Shudder, 
Bloodcode, Baoconstructor    All Ages

2/20
WEDNESDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Bambu
Sendai Era, Golden Age Society, Faith Santilla
21 & Over

2/23
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

My Brightest Diamond @ Tractor Tavern
Ian Chang    21 & Over

2/22 HAYWYRE 2/23 JOJI 2/24 RORY SCOVEL 2/26 JON SPENCER 2/27 MAGIC GIANT 2/28 ROSIE 
& THE RIVETERS 3/1 BELLTOWN BASH 3/2 BELLTOWN BASH 3/3 SAM VALDEZ / RODES ROLLINS 
3/4 CRUMB 3/5 EMPRESS OF 3/6 PARCELS 3/7 MANSIONAIR 3/8 DONAVON FRANKENREITER
3/9 BRAZILIAN CARNAVAL 3/10 CONAN GRAY 3/12 TIFFANY YOUNG 3/15 MIKE DOUGHTY 3/16 ALO

FE
AT

UR
ED

Thu 5/16
CAMP COPE

Sat 4/27
EMANCIPATOR

Thu 3/14
MAN MAN
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Air Supply
Emerald Queen Casino, 
Thurs Feb 14, 8 pm, $30

Arturo Sandoval
Jazz Alley, Feb 21–24, 
all ages, $37

Bone Thugs-N-Harmony
The Showbox, Sun Feb 
24, 8 pm, $35/$40

A Bowie Celebration: 
The David Bowie Alumni 
Tour
Benaroya Hall S. Mark 
Taper Foundation 
Auditorium, Fri Feb 15, 
7:30 pm, $43–$225

Cannibal Corpse,  
Morbid Angel, Necrot, 
Blood Incantation
The Showbox, Tues 
Feb 26, 8 pm, all ages, 
$29/$32

Country Lips 10-Year 
Anniversary
Tractor Tavern, Sat Feb 16, 
9 pm, $15

Dean Lewis, SYML
Crocodile, Mon Feb 18, 
7 pm, all ages, $20 (sold 
out)

Ella Mai, Kiana Lede, 
Lucky Daye
Showbox Sodo, Thurs 
Feb 14, 9 pm, all ages, 
$29/$33

Joan Osborne Sings 
the Songs of Bob Dylan 
with Brenda Xu
Triple Door, Feb 17–19, 
7:30 pm, all ages, 
$35–$45

Joji
Crocodile, Sat Feb 23,  
9 pm, all ages, $23/$25 
(sold out)

Kris Kristo�erson & 
The Strangers
Paramount Theatre, Fri 
Feb 22, 8 pm, all ages, 
$41–$61

Lords of Acid
Showbox Sodo, Wed 
Feb 27, 6:30 pm, all ages, 
$30/$35

A Love Supreme with 
The John Hanrahan 
Quartet
The Royal Room, Sat Feb 
16, 5 pm, all ages, $15

The Motet, John Me-
deski’s Mad Skillet
The Showbox, Fri Feb 15, 
9 pm, $25/$30

Poppy, AViVA
The Showbox, Thurs Feb 
21, 8:30 pm, all ages, 
$20/$25

Serengeti, INVICTVS
Vera Project, Thurs Feb 14, 
7 pm, all ages, $10/$12

Shook: Machinedrum & 
HomeSick
Kremwerk, Fri Feb 15,  
10 pm–3 am, $15

Slang, Hutch Harris, 
Wild Powwers
Clock-Out Lounge, Sat Feb 
23, 9 pm, $12/$15

The Toasters, the 
Pimpsons
The Funhouse, Sun Feb 17, 
8 pm, all ages, $13/$15

Tokita & Pezzner Pres-
ent: Miguel Migs
Monkey Loft, Fri Feb 22, 
10 pm–4 am, $30

Trey Songz, Eric Bell-
inger, Ebon Lurks
ShoWare Center, Thurs 
Feb 14, 8 pm, all ages, 
$59–$154

Valentine’s Day with 
Lemolo, OK Sweetheart, 
Sophia Duccini
Neumos, Thurs Feb 14,  
7 pm, $13

Waxahatchee, Bonny 
Doon
Saint Mark’s Cathedral, 
Sat Feb 23, 8 pm, all ages, 
$22/$25

Short 
List

Early Warnings
SUNMI Showbox Sodo, Sun March 10, 7 pm, $65

TORI KELLY Paramount Theatre, Thurs March 14, 8 pm, $26–$161

LUCKY 2019 Tacoma Dome, Sat March 16, 6 pm, $85/$146

FOALS Paramount Theatre, Wed March 20, 8 pm, $39

MAREN MORRIS, CASSADEE POPE Showbox Sodo, March 22–23, 8 pm, $40–$199

VINCE STAPLES, JPEGMAFIA, CHANNEL TRES Showbox Sodo, Mon March 25, 8 pm, $35–$135

BRETT YOUNG Showbox Sodo, Sun March 31, 8 pm, $40–$45

JULIA MICHAELS Neumos, Sun April 7, 7 pm, $21/$26

AVEY TARE Neumos, Thurs April 11, 8 pm, $16/$18

CLOZEE The Showbox, Thurs April 11, 9 pm, $25/$28

EARL SWEATSHIRT, LIV.E, MIKE The Showbox, Sun April 14, 8 pm, $32–$79

MR. EAZI The Showbox, Wed April 17, 8:30 pm, $26–$76

THE BUDOS BAND Neumos, Sat April 20, 8 pm, $26/$28

LOVELYTHEBAND Neptune Theatre, Sat April 20, 8 pm, $19–$85

NICKY JAM WaMu Theater, Sat April 20, 8 pm, $51–$151

RÜFÜS DU SOL WaMu Theater, Sat April 27, 8 pm, $37

LIZZO Showbox Sodo, Sun April 28, 8 pm, $30

THE JAPANESE HOUSE Neumos, Wed May 8, 7 pm, $18/$20

LÉON Neptune Theatre, Wed May 8, 8 pm, $19/$21

MAC DEMARCO Showbox Sodo, May 11–12, 9 pm, $33/$35

THIRD EYE BLIND, JIMMY EAT WORLD, RA RA RIOT WaMu Theater, Wed June 19, 7 pm, $47–$250

TIMBER! OUTDOOR MUSIC FESTIVAL 2019 Tolt-McDonald Park, Carnation, July 11–13, 4 pm, $99–$110+

SHINEDOWN, BADFLOWER, DINOSAUR PILE-UP, BROKEN HANDS ShoWare Center, Fri July 26, 6:30 pm, 
$40–$125

“WEIRD AL” YANKOVIC Paramount Theatre, Aug 16–17, $37–$77+

DAVE MATTHEWS BAND Gorge Amphitheatre, Aug 30–Sept 1, 5 pm

NITZER EBB Neumos, Wed Sept 25, 8 pm, $30

Happy Hour
’til 8pm & all nite Wed 
$2 off drafts & wells

MON–THU 5PM–2AM FRI–SUN 3PM–2AM
1221 E MADISON STREET PONYSEATTLE

WED 2/13 HAPPY HOUR ALL NITE

FRI 2/15 DIFFERENT DRUMMER 

SAT 2/16 THIS IS HOW YOU THROW A PARTY...

SUN 2/17 WORLD’S TINIEST TEA DANCE 4-9

TUE 2/19 I HATE KARAOKE W/ GGNZLA

WED 2/20 HAPPY HOUR ALL NITE

THU 2/21 QUEEN 4 QUEEN

FRI 2/22 SUGAR RUSH

SAT 2/23 DAD’S HOUSE

SUN 2/24 WORLD’S TINIEST TEA DANCE 4-9

TUE 2/26 I HATE KARAOKE W/ GGNZLA
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Music

Thurs 2/14
LIVE MUSIC
a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Sige Records: 
“Experimental Love”, 7:30 pm, 
$5–$15

EL CORAZON The Three 
Tremors, Greyhawk, 8 pm, 
$9–$20

 a FREMONT ABBEY Be My 
Baby: Valentine’s Duet Show, 
7:30–10 pm, $15–$45

THE FUNHOUSE Aethereus, The 
Odious Construct, Pound, Rat 
King, Aphelion, 8:30 pm, $10/$12

 HARD ROCK CAFE 
Valentine’s Day 2019 with 
Scarlet Parke & Whitney Mongé, 
7 pm, $25

PALACE THEATRE & ART BAR 
That Irish Guy, 7 pm

a PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
Lauren Daigle, Scott Mulvahill, 
Ahi, 7:30 pm, $31–$41

THE ROYAL ROOM A Night for 
Lovers with Eugenie Jones, 7 pm, 
$15/$20

TRACTOR TAVERN Head for 
the Hills, Cascade Crescendo, 
Vito and The One Eyed Jacks, 
8 pm, $10

SUBSTATION Bleeding Heart 
Militia: Love is Respect Benefit 
Show, 8 pm, $10+

SUNSET TAVERN Parker 
Gispert, Wolfchild, 8 pm, $10

 VOLUNTEER PARK 
CONSERVATORY Greenhouse 
Gigs: Valentine’s Concert at The 
Conservatory, 7–10 pm, $50

DJ
 BARBOZA Dancing on My 

Own, 10 pm, $5

 CHOP SUEY Emo Night LA: 
Emo Nite Seattle, 9 pm, $15

KREMWERK Valentine’s Day 
Habitat with Worthy [KW 5 YR], 
9 pm–2 am, $10

Q NIGHTCLUB Field Trip 059: 
Justin Jay, 9 pm–2 am, $15

JAZZ
a BRECHEMIN AUDITORIUM 
Jazz Innovations, 7:30 pm, free

 JAZZ ALLEY Mindi Abair and 
the Boneshakers, 7:30 pm,  
9:30 pm, $52

 TULA’S Valentine’s Day with 
Gail Pettis Quintet, 7:30 pm, $45

 VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Valentin’s Day with 
Jennifer Kienzle, 9 pm

Fri 2/15
LIVE MUSIC
a BENAROYA HALL ILLSLEY 
BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL 
HALL Andre Feriante‚ Anatomie 
de L’Amour, 8 pm, $42

CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE Scott 
Yoder, Old Gold, Bad Blood,  
9 pm, $10/$12

 COUTH BUZZARD BOOKS 
ESPRESSO BUONO CAFE 
Lavender Country Valentine’s 
Concert, 7:30–9:45 pm,  
$10 donation

a EL CORAZON I Am Infamy, 
We Were Giants, Within Sight, 
No Home, Death of Dysphoria, 
Nevermind the Damage, 6:30 pm, 
$10/$15

 a FREMONT ABBEY Tomo 
Nakayama, Lenore, 8 pm, $12–$15

HIGH DIVE Wicked Garden, 
Nevermind, The JV, 9 pm, 
$10/$15

NECTAR TRL Total Request 
Live Night with *NSYNC’s Chris 
Kirkpatrick, 9 pm, $20–$75

Q NIGHTCLUB The Glitch Mob, 
9 pm–2 am, $25–$35

a THE ROYAL ROOM Lady A’s 
Back Porch Blues, 7:30 pm, $12

SUNSET TAVERN Crystal 
& Quiet, Datenite, Carlene 
Crawford & The City Lights,  
9 pm, $12

TRACTOR TAVERN Gimme 
Shelter 11: The Dusty 45s, Shawn 
Smith, Little Spirits, Danny 
Newcomb, Abbigale Smith,  
9 pm, $20

 a TRIPLE DOOR Leyla 
McCalla, 8 pm, $22–$30

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Ensemble Three, Torch, 
7:30 pm, $5–$15
MEANY CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS Filippo 
Gorini, 7:30 pm, $41+

DJ
 KREMWERK Kremwerk Five 

Year Anniversary Weekend

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY Mindi Abair and 
the Bone Shakers, 7:30 pm,  
9:30 pm, $36.50

a THE SLAB Secret Jazz Club 
Show, 7–9 pm, $20

Sat 2/16
LIVE MUSIC
a BALLARD HOMESTEAD 
28th Annual Pacific Northwest 
Sacred Harp Singing Convention, 
Washington Session,  
9 am–3 pm, free

a CAFE RACER Amateur Eyes, 
CFCQ + the Piss of Assurance, 
Gestalt, Kid Leather, 8 pm

a DUSTY STRINGS Del Rey & 
Steve James, 7:30 pm, $25/$30
EL CORAZON Okilly Dokilly, 
Playboy Manbaby, KLAW, 
Darkness Stole the Sky, 9 pm, 
$13/$15
THE FUNHOUSE Goldview, All 
Is Fair, Aloha Mars, Big Sky Mind, 
7:30 pm, $8/$10
HIGHLINE Endorphins Lost, Black 
Queen, Great Falls, 9 pm, $10
NALANDA WEST Lori Goldston 
& Paolo Chacolla, 7–10 pm, 
$25–$100
ORA NIGHTCLUB Omnia,  
10 pm, $15–$400
THE ROYAL ROOM Féria de 
Amor with Oleaje Flamenco, 
8:30 pm, $35/$40
SHOWBOX SODO Gryffin,  
6:45 pm, 10:45 pm, $20/$30

a THE SHOWBOX Guster, 
Henry Jamison, 8 pm, $28/$30
SNOQUALMIE CASINO The Oak 
Ridge Boys, 8 pm, $20–$40
SUBSTATION Seattle PsyOps 
Presents: Ace Ventura, 9 pm, $45
SUNSET TAVERN Tractor 
Tavern Presents: Thumpasaurus, 
Guests, 9 pm, $10

DJ
 KREMWERK Kremwerk Five 

Year Anniversary Weekend
NECTAR Jai Ho! Anniversary 
Party, 9 pm, $12–$20

JAZZ
a BENAROYA HALL ILLSLEY 
BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL 
HALL JAZZ4KIDS: I Got a Right 
to Sing the Blues,  
3:30–5:30 pm, free

 BENAROYA HALL ILLSLEY 
BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL 
HALL SRJO’s Basie Bash: I Got A 
Right to Sing The Blues,  
7:30 pm, $15–$50

a JAZZ ALLEY Mindi Abair and 
the Bone Shakers, 7:30 pm,  
9:30 pm, $36.50

Sun 2/17
LIVE MUSIC
a BALLARD HOMESTEAD 
28th Annual Pacific Northwest 
Sacred Harp Singing Convention, 
Washington Session,  
9 am–3 pm, free

a COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
ApHelion, Gallows Hymn, 
Overwrought, Speaks in Tongues, 
8 pm, $8
EL CORAZON Bones, 50 Grand, 
9 pm, $26/$30

THE KRAKEN BAR & LOUNGE 
Dreadful Children, Playboy 
Manbaby, Boss Daughter, Street 
Jail, 8 pm, $7

a NEUMOS Kid Trunks, Craig 
Xen, Coolie Cut, Bass Santana, 
Flyboy Tarantino, Kin$oul, 8 pm, 
$20–$75

a THE ROYAL ROOM Tish 
Hinojosa, 7 pm, $15

a SHOWBOX SODO J Boog, 
EarthKry, Eddy Dyno, 8 pm, 
$30/$35

a THE SHOWBOX Boogie Trio, 
Mersiv, 8 pm, $20–$30

SUNSET TAVERN 
Somesurprises, Nicholas Merz, 
TERMINATor, 8–11:30 pm, $10

TRACTOR TAVERN Singer/
Songwriter Showcase with 
Devin Sinha, Tekla Waterfield, 
Arthur James, Guests, 7 pm, $10

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a BENAROYA HALL ILLSLEY 
BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL 
HALL Byron Schenkman & 
Friends: Schubert & Britten,  
7 pm, $10–$48

DJ
 TIMBRE ROOM BabexHouse 

Presents: Black Queer History In 
The Making, 9 pm–2 am, $7

 KREMWERK Kremwerk Five 
Year Anniversary Weekend

JAZZ
a FRYE ART MUSEUM Jazz in 
the City: Michael Powers,  
2 pm, free

a JAZZ ALLEY Mindi Abair and 
the Bone Shakers, 7:30 pm,  
9:30 pm, $36.50

 a TRIPLE DOOR Joan 
Osborne Sings the Songs of Bob 
Dylan with Brenda Xu, 7:30 pm, 
$35–$45

Mon 2/18
LIVE MUSIC
CENTRAL SALOON Udu Ubu, 
Space Basil, 8 pm, $5

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Xanman & Friends, 7 pm, 
$15–$50

 NEUMOS Dragon Lady 
Benefit Concert with Creator 
Sara Porkalob, 6:30 pm, 
$35–$80

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
BENAROYA HALL S. MARK 
TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM Songplay with 
Joyce Didonato, 7:30 pm, 
$45–$100

JAZZ
 a TRIPLE DOOR Joan 

Osborne Sings the Songs of Bob 
Dylan with Brenda Xu, 7:30 pm, 
$35–$45

Tues 2/19
LIVE MUSIC
a CROCODILE Oliver Tree,  
8 pm, $17/$20

a EL CORAZON Traitors, 
Angelmaker, VCTMS, 2KLIX, Cut 
Both Ways, 7 pm, $14/$17

TRACTOR TAVERN Kevin 
Murphy of the Moondoggies & 
Friends, 8 pm, $8

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
BENAROYA HALL ILLSLEY 
BALL NORDSTROM RECITAL 
HALL Debussy String Quartet, 
7:30 pm, $40

BENAROYA HALL S. MARK 
TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM The Chieftains, 
7:30 pm, $40–$85

JAZZ
NECTAR LOUNGE Christian 
Scott, 9 pm, $20

 a TRIPLE DOOR Joan 
Osborne Sings the Songs of Bob 
Dylan with Brenda Xu, 7:30 pm, 
$35–$45

a TULA’S Brian Monroney 
Quartet, 7:30–10 pm, $15

Wed 2/20
LIVE MUSIC
CROCODILE Bambu, Sendai 
Era, Golden Age Society, Faith 
Santilla, 8 pm, $15

a EL CORAZON Set It Off, 
Confidence, Super Whatevr,  
7 pm, $18/$20

THE FUNHOUSE Tas Cru and His 
Band of Tortured Souls,  
8:30 pm, $10/$12

HIGH DIVE Goblin Queen, Tin 
Foil Top Hat, Teresa and The 
Wolves, 8 pm, $6/$8

TIMBRE ROOM Generifus, 
Flying Fish Cove, Izumi, 7:30–
10:30 pm, $8

JAZZ
a TRIPLE DOOR Aaron Diehl,  
7 pm, 9:30 pm, $30–$38

a TULA’S Jessica Lurie 
Ensemble, 7:30–10 pm, $15

Thurs 2/21
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Moon Darling, 
Wolcott Instant Pain Annihilator, 
Spesh, 8 pm, $10

 CENTRAL SALOON Bleeding 
Hearts Benefit Show, 8 pm, 
$5/$10

CONOR BYRNE Stephanie Anne 
Johnson, Carina Lewis, The 
Seven Eighths, 8–11 pm, $8

a CROCODILE Cavetown, 
Mansions, 6:30 pm, sold out

EL CORAZON Danko Jones, 
Nashville Pussy, Prima Donna, 
Detonator, The Cutthroat 
Brothers, 8 pm, $15/$17

FREMONT ABBEY SOUND & 
STILLNESS: Abby Gundersen and 
Rae Helsel, 7–8:30 pm, $15–$30

HIGHLINE Mechanismus 
Presents BARK, Justin Symbol,  
9 pm, $8/$10

LUCKY LIQUOR Sick Thoughts, 
Arch Enemies, Guests, 9 pm, $8

NECTAR Random Rab, Russ 
Liquid, Mandala Affect, 8 pm, 
$17/$23

a NEPTUNE THEATRE An 
Evening with Drew & Ellie 
Holcomb, 8 pm, $24

NEUMOS Valentino Khan, Chong 
the Nomad, Boombox Kid,  
8 pm, $20

 TRACTOR TAVERN 91.3 
KBCS Presents: Amy Ray & Her 
Band with Becky Warren, 8 pm

a VERA PROJECT The Band 
Camino, Hardcastle, 7 pm, $12/$15

DJ
 FRED WILDLIFE REFUGE 

Good Boiz Gone Bad: A Rihanna 
Party, 9 pm–2 am, $12–$20

JAZZ
 a JAZZ ALLEY Arturo 

Sandoval, $37

Fri 2/22
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Ayo Dot & the 
Uppercuts, Spencer Glenn Band, 
8 pm, $10

a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Kurdish Rhythm & Free 
Improvisation, 8 pm, $5–$15

a CROCODILE Haywyre,  
8 pm, $15

HARD ROCK CAFE Nirvana 
Night II: Kurt Cobain Birthday 
Tribute, 9 pm

LO-FI Guest Directors, Loose 
Wing, These People Here, 
Spinster, 9 pm, $10

NECTAR Big Something, 
Aqueous, 8 pm, $15–$21

See it all at StrangerThingsToDo.com or download 
our free Stranger Things To Do In Seattle app

Get it FREE on
Google Play

Get it FREE on the
App Store

VALENTINE’S 
DAY 

BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH

OSCAR 
PARTIES

EVERYTHING 
ELSE

Your Complete Guide to 
February Events in Seattle 

THINGS TO DO



526 QUEEN ANNE AVE N. 
WWW.MECCA-CAFE.COM

 (206) 285-9728 

OPEN LATE
SUN - THU: 7am - 2am
FRI & SAT: 7am - 3am

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY

EST. 1929

NOT FINE DINING, 
JUST A FINER DINER.

EGGS, BACON
 & BOOZE.

DRINKIN THEM 
UP FOR OVER 

25 YEARS!

THEMONKEYPUB.COM
5305 RO0SEVELT WY NE

WELCOMING 
DAILY HAPPY HOUR 
KARAOKE - TRIVIA

6009 Airport Way S

(206) 762-3373

CYCLOPSSEATTLE.COM

SERVING BLUNCH, 
BRUNCH, DINNER  
AND COCKTAILS

2421 FIRST AVE  206-441-1677

A SEATTLE INSTITUTION 
SINCE 1990

WELCOME 
TO SEATTLE
LOOK FOR THE BLINKING 

EYE IN BELLTOWN
FRIENDLY STAFF, GREAT FOOD, 

GREAT DRINKS, COLD BEER. 
KIDS WELCOME TOO!

LIVE MUSIC ALMOST EVERY NIGHT!

HAPPY HOUR DAILY: 
Weekdays 2pm–6pm

Weekends Noon–6pm

ROTATING LOCAL BEERS ON TAP 

LIVE CONVERSATION
 712 NE 45TH • 206-675-9116 • @BLUEMOONSEATTLE

SEATTLE’S MOST 

INFAMOUS
BAR SINCE 1934
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a NEUMOS Maribou State, 
8 pm, $15

a THE SHOWBOX Saves the 
Day, Remo Drive, Mighty, 8 pm, 
$21/$25

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Northshore Fire Foundation 
Charity Show, 7:30 pm, $10

SOUTHGATE ROLLER RINK 
Winter Experiments: Nordra, Red 
Ribbon, Bad Luck, Joe Waine, 
8 pm, $15

TRACTOR TAVERN Caroline 
Rose, Superet, Ings, 9 pm

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
BENAROYA HALL S. MARK 
TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM Amadeus Live 
with the Seattle Symphony,  
8 pm, $35–$90

a CHRIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH Festa Barocca!, 
7:30–9 pm, $20

ST. JAMES CATHEDRAL 
Cappella Romana: Ave Maria,  
8 pm, $30–$50

 a TRIPLE DOOR Masters 
of Hawaiian Music: George 
Kahumoku Jr, Nathan Aweau, & 
Kawika Kahiapo, 8 pm, $27–$35

DJ
RE-BAR Re-bar Turns 29!,  
10 pm–2:30 am, $12

JAZZ
 a JAZZ ALLEY Arturo 

Sandoval, $37

a TULA’S Nick Biello Sextet, 
7:30–10:30 pm, $15

Sat 2/23
LIVE MUSIC
CLUB SUR Soulfly, Unearth, 
Incite, Skinflint, Odyssian,  
7 pm–2 am, $28

CONOR BYRNE Whiskey Fever, 
Del Vox, the Joy Mills Band,  
9 pm–2 am, $8

a THE CROCODILE BACK 
BAR Mike Krol, Vertical 
Scratchers, 6 pm, $12

HIGHLINE The Gotobeds, Dusty, 
9 pm, $10/$12

a NEUMOS David August,  
8 pm, $20

a THE ROYAL ROOM Love and 
Fury, MKB Ultra, 9 pm, $12/$15

a THE SHOWBOX COIN, 9 pm, 
$20/$25

SUNSET TAVERN Ballard Vox 
2nd Anniversary Show: Trick 
Candles, Killer Workout, Beverly 
Crusher, 9 pm, $12

a TACOMA DOME Zomboy, 
BTSM, Badklaat, Gammer, 
Space Laces, Dirty Monkey b2b 
Subdocta, Luzcid, 7 pm, $55

TRACTOR TAVERN My 
Brightest Diamond, Ian Chang, 
8 pm, $18

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
BENAROYA HALL S. MARK 
TAPER FOUNDATION 
AUDITORIUM Amadeus Live 
with the Seattle Symphony,  
 pm, $35–$90

 a FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH Seattle Festival 
Orchestra: Eroica, 3 pm, $14/$18

 a TRIPLE DOOR Masters 
of Hawaiian Music: George 
Kahumoku Jr, Nathan Aweau, & 
Kawika Kahiapo, 8 pm, $27–$35

DJ
TIMBRE ROOM NorthLeft 007: 
Hard Reset, 10 pm–2 am, $8

JAZZ
 a JAZZ ALLEY Arturo 

Sandoval, $37

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE The 
Hot McGandhis, 10 pm, free

Sun 2/24
LIVE MUSIC
CHOP SUEY Sundressed, 
Awakebutstillinbed, Alien Boy, 
Sunsleeper, 8 pm, $8/$10

CLUB SUR La Juan D’Arienzo 
Tango Orchestra, 6–10 pm, $50

EL CORAZON Wolftron, 8 pm, 
$8–$10

HIGH DIVE Seaside Tryst, 
FBGM, Baywitch, The Owl 
Heads, 8 pm, $6/$8

HIGHLINE Abstracter, Hissing, 
Cavurn, Foul, 9 pm, $10/$12

a MOORE THEATRE Lukas 
Graham, 8 pm, $27–$37

NECTAR Lindstrom & The Limit, 
Honey Mustard, Paget Shand,  
8 pm, $7–$11

RENDEZVOUS Sekai Collective 
Showcase, 9 pm, $10

TRACTOR TAVERN The 
Roadhouse on KEXP Presents: 
Daniel Romano, Thayer Sarrano, 
8 pm, $12

a VERA PROJECT Partner, 
Dude York, Blushh, 7 pm, $12/$15

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a EASTLAKE PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTER Sammamish 
Symphony Orchestra: 
Inventiveness, Poetry, Mystery, 
and Vitality, 2–4 pm, $10–$20

a SHORECREST 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater, $20–$45

DJ
LO-FI Mama’s Thirsty: A Queer 
Valentine’s Day Afterparty,  
8 pm, $10

JAZZ
 a JAZZ ALLEY Arturo 

Sandoval, $37

Mon 2/25
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Oh Pep!, 8 pm, $13

a THE FUNHOUSE Alive In 
Barcelona, GP., Closure Quota, 
Zakk Emery Band, Thirtythree, 
7:30 pm, $10/$12

a VERA PROJECT Current 
Joys, Gap Girls, Dogbreth (Solo), 
7 pm, $12

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY Sinne Eeg,  
7:30 pm, $26

Tues 2/26
LIVE MUSIC

 BARBOZA JusMoni, Stas 
THEE Boss, Nappy Nina, 8 pm, 
$10/$12

a FREMONT ABBEY Sam 
Amidon, Sam Gendel, 7:30 pm, 
$15–$23

HIGH DIVE Kind Country, Spare 
Rib & The Bluegrass Sauce,  
8 pm, $7/$10

NEUMOS Tourist, 8 pm, $15

a TRIPLE DOOR Lunasa,  
7:30 pm, $30–$40

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a KATHARYN ALVORD 
GERLICH THEATER Frequency: 
Sonata, 7:30 pm, $20

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY Terence 
Blanchard with the E-Collective, 
7:30 pm, $31

Wed 2/27
LIVE MUSIC
a BALLARD HOMESTEAD 
Peter Mulvey, 7:30 pm, $13–$18

CHOP SUEY Justin Nozuka, 
Craig Cardiff, 7 pm, $22/$25

a CROCODILE MAGIC GIANT, 
Castlecomer, Weathers, 6 pm, $17

EL CORAZON The Smoking 
Popes, Direct Hit!, The Drowns, 
9 pm, $17/$20

a FREMONT ABBEY Mindy 
Gledhill, Anna Freedman, 8 pm, 
$12–$20

NECTAR Satsang, New 
Kingston, 8 pm, $15–$19

a NEUMOS RKCB, Shoffy,  
8 pm, $15

TRACTOR TAVERN 100.7 The 
Wolf Presents: Sam Riggs, Miller 
Campbell, 8 pm, $12

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY Terence 
Blanchard with the E-Collective, 
7:30 pm, $31

Saturday, February 16
ENDORPHINS LOST

Black Queen 
Great Falls, City of Industry

9PM $10

Thursday, February 21
MECHANISMUS PRESENTS:

BARK
Justin Symbol

9PM $8-$10

Friday, February 22
DEAD MEADOW

Dallas Acid, Sterling Serpent
8PM $15-$20

Saturday, February 23
THE GOTOBEDS

Dusty
9PM $10-$12

Sunday, February 24
EFFECT PEDAL SWAP!

5PM FREE
—————————

ABSTRACTOR
Hissing 

Cavurn, Foul
9PM $10-$12

Saturday, March 2
SONS OF SILVER

Panoramics
9PM $12-$15

Saturday, March 9
GEVURAH
Diabolic Oath,

Blood, Atonement,
Plague Bearer

9PM $13

Friday, March 15
COVEN

Xoth
Witchaven

Orator
9PM $10-$12

Tuesday, March 26
ABORTED

Cryptopsy
Benighted

Hideous Divinity
8PM $17-$20

www.highlineseattle.com
210 Broadway Ave E • 21+

Dinner service everyday 5-11pm

WEEKLY ON 

MONDAYS: 
FUCK YEAH BINGO 

7-9PM

urda

SEA MONSTER
LIVE MUSIC

21+ only

SEAMONSTERLOUNGE.COM
206 992-1120 • 2202 N 45th St • Seattle 

8PM 
10PM

TUESDAY NIGHTS 
5 STORIES JAZZ BAND 
JOE DORIA PRESENTS:
Live B3 organ jazz funk FREE

10PM WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Live SOUL, FUNK  
and JAZZ bands  FREE

8PM 
10PM

THURSDAY NIGHTS 
NEW LIVE BANDS 
w/ PROUD & NASTY FREE

9PM FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS
Live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE $10

7PM 
10PM

CUBAN/LATIN SATURDAYS 
700 FUNK SATURDAY $10

SEA MONSTER RADIO SHOW 
now playing on 

KBFG 107.3FM NW Seattle at KBFGseattle.com 
SEATTLE WAVE RADIO at seattlewaveradio.com 
SPACE 101.1FM NE Seattle at space101fm.org 

RAINIER AVENUE RADIO at rainieravenueradio.world

http://www.highlineseattle.com
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Film

D
o you enjoy watching close-ups of a 
man stabbing another man dozens 
of times, with each squelchy impact 
lovingly mic’d? Then you may dig 
Jonas Åkerlund’s Lords of Chaos, 

which features two such scenes. I found 
them unbearable—sheer cinematic sadism. 
But perhaps it’s black-metal-fan catnip?

Here’s the thing, though: Lords of Cha-
os purports to be “based on truth… lies… 

and what actually hap-
pened,” but its portray-
al of Norway’s nascent 
black-metal scene of the 
1980s and ’90s—notori-

ous for its church burnings and ruthless 
murders—has been refuted by one of its 
real-life protagonists, Varg Vikernes (aka 
Burzum, played by a miscast Emory Co-
hen), the former bassist of Mayhem who 
killed bandmate Øystein “Euronymous” 
Aarseth (played by Rory Culkin, who’s 
good) in 1993. In a 2016 video on his You-
Tube channel, Vikernes said the filmmak-
ers consulted with none of the musicians 
they’re depicting. “It’s just fiction, bullshit, 
Hollywood crap to make money. It’s not an 
attempt to shine some light on the events. 
I’m not gonna see it.”

That Lords of Chaos is classifi ed as “docu-
mentary, horror, sci-fi , drama, and comedy” 
reveals the ridiculous mishmash of moods 
it encompasses. Add the fact that neither 
Mayhem nor Burzum gave permission to use 
their music in the fi lm, and you have a proj-
ect riddled with dubiousness. It’s a serious 
handicap. Another questionable move—at 

least aesthetically, if not commercially—was 
enlisting American actors to play Scandina-
vians, adding another o� -key note to what 
should have been a graver tone.

Based on a book of the same name by 
Didrik Søderlind and Michael Moynihan, 
Lords of Chaos revolves around the power 
dynamics between Mayhem guitarist Eu-
ronymous and Varg. The latter enters the 
plot as a meek outsider. A key scene involves 
Varg tentatively approaching Euronymous 
to praise his music. But the self-appointed 
innovator of “true Norwegian black metal” 
scorns Varg for the Scorpions patch on his 
jacket. Cut to Varg dejectedly going home 
and slicing o�  said patch.

Eventually, Varg summons the courage 
to give Euro a demo tape, and the latter in-
stantly decides to release the album on his 
label, Deathlike Silence (Euro also ran a re-
cord store called Helvete—English transla-
tion: “Hell”). Soon after, Euro enlists Varg 
to become Mayhem’s bassist.

Things turn very dark while also retain-
ing an undercurrent of humor as Varg starts 
pushing Mayhem’s members to convert 
their nihilistic words into action. Euro talks 
a big game, but when his new musical ac-
complice starts a church-burning rampage, 
he worries that it will harm his musical as-
pirations—and send him to the clink. Varg 
realizes that sensational stunts like torching 
houses of worship lead to magazine cover 
stories. Plus, his anti-Christianity stance 
isn’t merely to help sell records. This is 
what true Norwegian black metal is about, 
motherfuckers.

Ultimately, Lords of Chaos is most inter-
esting as a heavy-handed study of authentic 
artistic commitment versus the tendency of 
poseurs to “sell out.” And if you’re an athe-

ist or agnostic, you might also derive much 
pleasure from watching the camera linger 
on Christian iconography and architecture 
being incinerated. So there’s that, at least. ■

Murder and Mayhem
Lords of Chaos explores Norwegian black-metal band Mayhem’s 

sensational power struggle.
BY DAVE SEGAL

Top Picks
OPENING THURS FEB 14

‘Alita: Battle Angel’
If you are like me, you are starved for a cyberpunk 
 m. he wor d st does not ma e eno gh of 

them. ndeed  we are sti  waiting for an ada tation 
of William Gibson’s Neuromancer  the fo nding 
no e  of the s ien e  tion genre. hi e we wait 

for that im ortant wor  to e rea i ed  we an 
wat h Alita: Battle Angel  whi h is ased on a 
manga of the same name y ito ishiro. e t 

artesian es  onf sed y orgs  thri s  and 
a ig ity with mi ions of h mans and ma hines. 
(Wide release.  CHARLES MUDEDE

FEB 15–19

‘Black Panther’
he most re o tionary thing a o t 

the s erhero mo ie Black 
Panther is its ity. he 

a ita  of a anda has 
skyscrapers, a monorail, 
sidewa s of grass  
green i dings  farmers 
mar ets  and no ars. 

he who e idea of 
private transportation is 
foreign to this  tiona  
so iety. nd this is 
what ma es the ity 
so nfami iar. t s ig  

t it has no s r s. 

here is on y the ity and the o ntry. f yo  are 
not downtown  yo  are in the r ra  area. f yo  are 
not i ing in a h t  yo  are i ing in a downtown 
a artment. t s one or the other  and either is 
 ne. his is a radi a  on e t of r anism. f this 

a  fri an a ita  has anything to share with 
the wor d  it is its ity anning. Central Cinema, 

$5–$10.  CHARLES MUDEDE

FEB 15–20

‘Sweet Sweetback’s 
Baadasssss Song’

n the s  my  m rofessor 
assigned s Sweet Sweet-
back’s Baadasssss Song, 

auteur Melvin Van Peebles’s 
ow dget  a ant garde  

roto a oitation  m. 
My main memory is of 

an ee es r nning away 
from the igs  to the e
traordinary, kinetic funk of 
re hit ma ing arth  ind 
 ire whi e wearing go d 

e et tro sers. t s a motif that sti s with yo . 
he ot wherein Sweet a   a rothe  se  

show erformer who gets tra ed in a on o ted 
s heme in o ing a a  anther  tries to es a e 

S a thorities y rossing into e i o is ess 
im ortant than the fantasti  so ndtra  the se  
and  ght s enes  and the sensation of a  men 

eating the system whi e oo ing fl y. Central 
Cinema, $2–$10.  DAVE SEGAL

FEB 15–21

Noir City
he  edition of this e e ent ann a  festi a  

feat res assi   ms  many of them new y 
restored. t oses with the ndera re iated 
race noir Odds Against Tomorrow  whi h has one 
of the ree iest ra ist s enes in a  of inema. 
t ha ens i e this  hite e on ar e o ert 
yan  is wa ing down a ity street. irds are in 

the air and hi dren are aying on the sidewa . 
ne of them  a a  gir  a identa y m s into 
ar e. e i s her  and says to her sma  and 
onf sed fa e  ey  yo  itt e i aninny  yo  are 

going to i  yo rse f fl ying i e that.  he gir  smi es 

LORDS OF CHAOS
ir. onas er nd
e   rand 

Illusion Cinema

Rory Culkin as Mayhem frontman Euronymous is one of the fi lm’s high points.

CHARLES MUDEDE

‘Black Panther’
he most re o tionary thing a o t 

Black 

a ita  of a anda has 
skyscrapers, a monorail, 

green i dings  farmers 

private transportation is 

a  fri an a ita  has anything to share with 
the wor d  it is its ity anning. 

$5–$10.  CHARLES MUDEDE

FEB 15–20

‘Sweet Sweetback’s 
Baadasssss Song’

n the s  my  m rofessor 
assigned s 
back’s Baadasssss Song

auteur Melvin Van Peebles’s 
ow dget  a ant garde  

traordinary, kinetic funk of 
re hit ma ing arth  ind 
 ire whi e wearing go d 



 TO LEARN MORE AND SUBMIT YOUR FILM, GO TO

SPLIFFFILMFEST.COM

A fi lm festival by the stoned,
 for the stoned

PRESENTS:

CASH PRIZES!

Send 

us your 

trippiest, 

funniest, 

stupidiest 

fi lms!

SUBMISSIONS DUE: MARCH 1, 2019
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weakly; he smiles wickedly, puts her back down, 
and walks into the seedy Hotel Juno. What makes 
the scene so creepy is not so much that he calls 
the girl a pickaninny, but that he talks to her in 
the way one usually does to a dog or a cat. Earle 
can’t see the human in the black girl, but only 
a lower, dim animal. This unsettling scene sets 
us up for the bad news Earle is about to receive 
from the planner of a bank heist: He has to work 
with a black man, Johnny (Harry Belafonte). Earle 
hates black people. He wants nothing to do with 
them. But he needs the money, and the heist will 
not work without the decoy of a black man. The 
ending of this m is a f own ra e a o a
lypse. (SIFF Cinema Egyptian, $150 (full pass).) 
CHARLES MUDEDE

SUN FEB 17 & WED FEB 20

‘My Fair Lady’
The real reason you should rush to watch this 

m in a g orio s  omfy theater isn t drey 
Hepburn—nothing against her. It’s Cecil Beaton’s 
visionary and subversive costume design. Set 
in ear y th ent ry ondon  the m is often 
viewed as a period piece, but what Beaton did 
so erfe t y was f se wi d s sty es the 

m was made in  with the fashion of My 
Fair Lady s time and a e. is na  magni ent 
garments tightro e wa ed the hasm etween 
the contemporary and the classic. Go see these 
legendary frilly things on the big screen. (Various 
locations, $10–$13.) CHASE BURNS

FEB 23–27

‘Sorry to Bother You’
Boots Riley’s Sorry to Bother You is the most 
im ortant wor  of meri an ar ist inema sin e 

e  i era s Sleep Dealer. he ms ha e m h in 
common. In Sleep Dealer  e i an wor ers in the 

nited States o y en so  ma hines  and this 
en so ment reso es one of the s de ning 
issues: stateless labor. The labor market needs it, 
but the party’s white base hates any color that is 
not i e its own. ith en so ment  rown mer
icans still supply their labor to the US economy, 
but without the physical presence of their brown 

odies. hey enter a fa tory in a e i an ity  
plug their bodies into the global labor network, 
and remotely operate machines located in the US. 
Sorry to Bother You also has a future concept of 
labor. It concerns WorryFree, a corporation that, 
like Uber, claims to be reinventing work, but is 
in fa t e tra ting a most a so te s r s a or 
from wor ers. he m a so has an image of a 
h ge horse i e o . Central Cinema, $2–$10.) 
CHARLES MUDEDE

Early Warnings
CAPTAIN MARVEL Wide release, opening Fri March 8

US Wide release, opening Fri March 22

Audition
Northwest Film Forum, 

e   

Burning
SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 
o ening ri e   

Cine Mexicano: ‘Tívoli’
Northwest Film Forum, 
S n e    m  

Dick and Jane Drop 
Acid and Die
Grand Illusion, Thurs Feb 

  m  

The Invisibles
SIFF Film Center, opening 

ri e   

Kirikou and the 
Sorceress
SIFF Cinema Uptown, Sat 

e    am  

Movies at MoPOP: 
Get Out

se m of o  t re 
o   ri e    

 m 

Never Look Away
SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
o ening ri e   

Nocturnal Emissions: 
‘Ganja & Hess’
Northwest Film Forum, 

h rs e    m  

Pr0n 4 Freakz
Northwest Film Forum, 

h rs e    m  

Seattle Asian American 
Film Festival
Various locations,  

e   

To Sleep with Anger
Northwest Film Forum, 

e    m  

Short 
List

Odds Against 
Tomorrow

h rs e   at  
Noir City Film Festival
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518 15th Ave E. Seattle, WA 98112
206.395.4623 | www.nuflours.com

Cafe Hours: Tuesday - Saturday: 7am - 6pm | Sunday: 8am - 5pm

100% Gluten Free.  
100% Delicious.

sweet & savory pastries, 
artisan breads,lunch options, 

cakes and more!

Experience Delicious Here With No Fear

GLUTEN FREEDOM!

http://www.nuflours.com
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Q
uitting gluten was harder than 
quitting smoking. The results 
of both were benefi cial, 
but when it came 
to cheating, the 

di� erence was signifi cant: 
One made me cough a bit 
the next day, the other 
put me nearly out of 
digestive commission 
for a full 24 hours. 
And whereas avoiding 
a cigarette was pretty 
straightforward, gluten 
was everywhere, taunting 
me. Those wheat-fi lled menus. 
Those delectable scents.

Gluten-free options aren’t bountiful in 
Seattle, but they’re more plentiful than in 

Florida, where I used to live. 
Here, more places than not 
cater to people with food 
sensitivities or allergies, or 

to those abstaining for lifestyle or ethical 
reasons. I discovered Nufl ours within the 
fi rst month of living here and fell in love.

The first time I visited this dedicated 
gluten-free bakery, I spent upwards of $30. 
I wanted to feel a sense of normalcy, and 
Nuflours helped in my ongoing 
pursuit to eat like a regular 
person again, and get back 
those tastes I’d been miss-
ing since giving up wheat.

That’s kind of the 
point, according to Nu-
fl ours owner Phebe Rossi. 
“The idea behind Nufl ours 
is we have all of those clas-
sics you miss, like carrot cake 
and eclairs and tiramisu, things 
as a gluten-free eater you rarely see, 
or you give up.”

Rossi went gluten-free in 2007 for health 
reasons, and after she started baking and 
cooking gluten-free, she realized she was not 
only good at it, but had a passion 
for it. She relocated from 
Portland (a “gluten-free 
mecca”) to Seattle 
(where there seemed 
to be a need) in 2011.

She grew the 
business organi-
cally, from working 
out of a shared com-
missary in Lower 
Queen Anne, baking 
custom wedding cakes, 
selling her wares at farm-
ers markets, and wholesaling 

to the chefs and cafe owners who found her 
there, to opening a brick-and-mortar shop 

on Capitol Hill in 2014. Five years 
later, she’s still in the cozy 15th 

Avenue space, one of only 
three gluten-free baker-

ies in the city. (The oth-
er two are Flying Apron 
and Niche.)

NuFlours has an 
impressive variety of 

offerings—lemon bars, 
airy raspberry Danishes, 

cinnamon buns drenched in 
a gooey caramel glaze and driz-

zled with (dairy-free) icing, banana 
coconut muffins and rich dark-chocolate 

brownies (both crowd pleasers), a range 
of quick breads, regular breads, loafs and 

paninis, cookies, cupcakes, full cakes (I 
took home a cheesecake and a 

ginger spice cake with cream-
cheese icing for Christmas 

dinner), and more.
I’ve tried their savory 

o� erings, and the bacon 
potato cheddar quiche 
was one of the best I’ve 

had—crumbly yet creamy 
and topped with shredded 

Parmesan. I brought home 
a frozen premade pie shell to 

make my own pie. I even used a Nu-
fl ours gluten-free fl our blend in some infused 
cookies I baked that turned out spectacular.

Nuflours also carries goodies that are 
dairy free, egg free, rice free, and corn free. 

“We try to hit as many of the large 
allergens as possible while 

still maintaining fl avor and 
texture quality,” Rossi ex-

plained. “I really do try 
to have something for 
everyone.”

When I asked what 
her favorite part of 

her job was, she said 
without hesitation, 

“Feeding people cake.” 
She sent me home with a 

brownie. I ate it within five 
minutes of walking out the door. ■

The first time I visited this dedicated 
gluten-free bakery, I spent upwards of $30. 
I wanted to feel a sense of normalcy, and 
Nuflours helped in my ongoing 
pursuit to eat like a regular 
person again, and get back 
those tastes I’d been miss-
ing since giving up wheat.

That’s kind of the 
point, according to Nu-
fl ours owner Phebe Rossi. 
“The idea behind Nufl ours 
is we have all of those clas-
sics you miss, like carrot cake 
and eclairs and tiramisu, things 
as a gluten-free eater you rarely see, 

of quick breads, regular breads, loafs and 
paninis, cookies, cupcakes, full cakes (I 

took home a cheesecake and a 
ginger spice cake with cream-

cheese icing for Christmas 
dinner), and more.

I’ve tried their savory 
o� erings, and the bacon 
potato cheddar quiche 
was one of the best I’ve 

had—crumbly yet creamy 
and topped with shredded 

Parmesan. I brought home 
a frozen premade pie shell to 

make my own pie. I even used a Nu-
fl ours gluten-free fl our blend in some infused 
cookies I baked that turned out spectacular.

Nuflours also carries goodies that are 

uitting gluten was harder than 
quitting smoking. The results 
of both were benefi cial, 
but when it came 
to cheating, the 

di� erence was signifi cant: 
One made me cough a bit 
the next day, the other 
put me nearly out of 
digestive commission 
for a full 24 hours. 
And whereas avoiding 

Gluten-free options aren’t bountiful in 

to the chefs and cafe owners who found her 
there, to opening a brick-and-mortar shop 

on Capitol Hill in 2014. Five years 
later, she’s still in the cozy 15th 

Avenue space, one of only 
three gluten-free baker-

ies in the city. (The oth-
er two are Flying Apron 
and Niche.)

NuFlours has an 
impressive variety of 

offerings—lemon bars, 
airy raspberry Danishes, 

a gooey caramel glaze and driz-
zled with (dairy-free) icing, banana 

coconut muffins and rich dark-chocolate 

as a gluten-free eater you rarely see, 

Rossi went gluten-free in 2007 for health 
reasons, and after she started baking and 
cooking gluten-free, she realized she was not 
only good at it, but had a passion 
for it. She relocated from 
Portland (a “gluten-free 
mecca”) to Seattle 
(where there seemed 
to be a need) in 2011.

She grew the 
business organi-
cally, from working 
out of a shared com-
missary in Lower 
Queen Anne, baking 
custom wedding cakes, 
selling her wares at farm-
ers markets, and wholesaling 

cookies I baked that turned out spectacular.
Nuflours also carries goodies that are 

dairy free, egg free, rice free, and corn free. 
“We try to hit as many of the large 

allergens as possible while 
still maintaining fl avor and 

texture quality,” Rossi ex-
plained. “I really do try 
to have something for 
everyone.”

When I asked what 
her favorite part of 

her job was, she said 
without hesitation, 

minutes of walking out the door. 

as a gluten-free eater you rarely see, 

Love After Wheat
Gluten-free bakery Nufl ours 
helped me feel normal again.

BY LEILANI POLK

BLUE LID PHOTOGRAPHY

NuFlours has an 
impressive variety 

of o� erings.

NUFLOURS
518 15th Ave E, 
206-395-4623

5503 Airport Way S.
Georgetown • 206-767-8075

Visit us at www.cuttingboardseattle.com 

 おいしい  (Delicious)!
60+ Sushi Rolls 
Teriyaki & Bento Boxes
Beer & Sake
Mon-Fri: 10:30am-8pm 
Sat: 11:30am-8pm  Sun: CLOSED 
2nd Wed of Month: CLOSED

FREE  
PARKING!

http://www.cuttingboardseattle.com
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Top Picks
SAT FEB 16

Carla Hall at JuneBaby
For Black History Month, JuneBaby chef 
Edouardo Jordan is enlisting some major talent, 
including ebullient Nashville-born chef and 
TV personality Carla Hall, one-time cohost of 
ABC’s cooking-themed talk show The Chew 
and former contestant and fan favorite on 
Bravo’s Top Chef and Top Chef All-Stars. Hall—
who spent years working as a runway model in 
Paris, Milan, and London in the 1990s, and ate 
her way through Europe—cooks Southern food 
inspired by her memories of her grandmother’s 
Sunday suppers, and espouses a philosophy 
of “cooking with love,” insisting that care will 
come through in the finished product. (It seems 
to check out: The inimitable Jacques Pépin 
once said he could “die happy” after tasting 
her buttered tarragon peas.) At this event, she’ll 
bring her soul-food stylings to JuneBaby’s 
menu. (JuneBaby, 7–10 pm.) JULIANNE BELL

SUN FEB 17

Alki Oyster Fest
At the second annual Oyster Fest on Alki Beach, 
slurp fresh Hama Hama oysters and sip a glass 
of wine or craft beer from nearby Ampersand 
Cafe and West Seattle Brewing Company while 
istening to i e m si . et ro eeds ene t the 

Puget Sound Restoration Fund, whose mission 
is to “restore marine habitat, water quality, and 
native species in Puget Sound through tangible, 
on-the-ground projects.” (West Seattle Brewing 
Co. Tap Shack, 1–6 pm, $35.) JULIANNE BELL

THURS FEB 21

Zymurgy Beer Series:  
Weird Fermentation

t this rst e ent in The Stranger’s new Zymurgy 
Beer Series, discover what happens when 
Washington’s most subversive brewers embrace 
the unpredictability of weird fermentation. 
Find out why Machine House Brewery’s Bill 
Arnott employs the historic open fermentation 
of English ales, how Adam Paysse of Fremont’s 
Floodland Brewing makes some of the country’s 
most expressive beer, and how Amber Watts 
and Ron Extract of Bellingham’s Garden Path 
Fermentation use the wild yeast of Skagit Valley. 

i ets for this rst ym rgy e ent so d o t in 
eight minutes, but maybe your friend bought an 
extra ticket and will hook you up. Or you could 
just wait to buy tickets to the second and third 
Zymurgy events in March and April, at Cloudburst 
Brewing and Reuben’s Brews, respectively. 
(Machine House Brewery, 7–10 pm, $20 [sold 
out].) LESTER BLACK

JESSICA STEIN

COURTESY OF ALKI OYSTER FEST

Carla Hall at 
JuneBaby

MELISSA HOM
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FEB 21–24

Seattle Wine and  
Food Experience
This annual extravaganza of all things edible and 

drinkable is a four-part ode to gluttony. First up is 

Comfort, a festival of “feel-good foods and crafty 

brews.” Next, Pop! Bubbles and Seafood capitaliz-

es on the felicitous pairing of bubbles and bivalves 

with a celebrity shucking contest and more than 

30 sparkling wines from around the world. The 

next day, the Grand Tasting will showcase local 

and regional wines, beer, cider, spirits, and tastes 

from big-name Seattle chefs, with plenty of 

opportunities to watch demonstrations and meet 

artisan food producers. Wrap it all up with the 

Sunday Supper, an event new to this year with a 

multicourse dinner created by top Seattle chefs, 

followed by an after-party. (Various locations, 

$55–$250.) JULIANNE BELL

SUN FEB 24

Seattle Cake Con
Finally, a convention centered on towering frosted 

confections! But that’s not all: Seattle Cake Con 

will also showcase ice cream, chocolate, macar-

ons, doughnuts, and other sweets. In addition to 

tasting a plethora of sugary delights, attendees 

can enter decorating competitions, take in live 

demos, and chat with experts of various dessert 

disciplines. (Fremont Foundry, 11 am–5 pm, 

$24/$55.) JULIANNE BELL

BALLARD
Samara
Wood-fueled neighbor-
hood bistro
6414 32nd Ave NW

CAPITOL HILL
Pho Huy
Pho restaurant
1420 E Madison St, Suite 2

DOWNTOWN
Mr. Saigon
Banh mi shop
215 Pike St

SOUTH LAKE UNION
Jack’s BBQ
Central Texas-style 
barbecue
228 Ninth Ave N

New Bars & 
Restaurants

17th Annual HardLiver 
Barleywine Festival
Brouwer’s Cafe, Feb 
23–24, 11 am–11 pm

Adana Valentine’s Day
Adana, Thurs Feb 14, 
5:30–8:30 pm, $100

Author Talk: Secrets of 
Great Second Meals by 
Sara Dickerman
Book Larder, Wed Feb 27, 
6:30–8 pm, free

Bru Love  
Valentine’s Dinner
Serious Pie, Thurs Feb 14, 
6:30 pm, $75 (sold out)

Chef Collaborative 
Dinner at Marian  
Built Loft
Marian Built, Sat Feb 16,  
6 pm, $150

Restaurant After  
Hours 2019
Seattle Aquarium, Wed 
Feb 27, 6:30–8:30 pm, 
$35/$65

A Valentine’s Day  
Insect Feast
Darrell’s Tavern, Thurs  
Feb 14, 7–9 pm, $39

Short 
List

Early Warnings
PIG DAY OUT Pike Place Market, Fri March 1, 12–7:30 pm, free

WASHINGTON BEER OPEN HOUSE Various locations, Sat March 2, 12–5 pm, free

PENN COVE MUSSELFEST Coupeville Recreation Hall, March 2–3, $5–$40

SEATTLE COCKTAIL WEEK Various locations, March 3–10

AN EVENING WITH SAMIN NOSRAT Benaroya Hall, Sun March 10, 7:30 pm, $25–$45

A Valentine’s Day  
Insect Feast

EAT-A-BUG COOKBOOK

Seattle Wine and  
Food Experience

SASKIA POTTER

 

Se
attle

’s Best Fish & Chips

 Pacific Inn Pub
Fine Ales 

and Spirits
Near the Center of the Universe  

at the corner of 35th and Stone Way N.
206-547-2967

GAME MEATS
AND

GAME BIRDS

WE SHIP
seafood overnight

anywhere in the usa
or WE PACK for 

air travel

FRESH FRESH  
ALASKAN HALIBUT

WE SHIP
seafood overnight

anywhere in the usa
or WE PACK for 

air travel

FRESH FRESH  
ALASKAN HALIBUT

WE SHIP
seafood overnight

anywhere in the usa
or WE PACK for 

air travel

FRESH FRESH  
ALASKAN HALIBUT

Finest Seafood
Quality Poultry

Ranch Eggs
Select Wines

FOOD & DRINK
dining around the clock

Vote on your favorite places 

to eat around Seattle at 

thestranger.com/restaurantsurvey 

Winners will appear in the 

2019 Food & Drink guide.
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Tales of High Crimes BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY

If you are trapped under ice, our condolences.

ACROSS

 1. “Let’s go team!”
 4. Refused a seat
 9. Actress Kenney of 

“Shameless”
 13. Latin 101 word
 14. Ethan of Broadway’s  

“True West”
 15. Present day?
 16. Stoner’s pulp fiction?
 18. With 54-Across, hapless 

victim in a 16-Across?
 19. Like the record labels 

Merge and Matador
 20. Office reminder
 22. NHL All-Star Karlsson
 23. Crime syndicate in a 

16-Across?
 28. Megan who is tri-captain 

of the US Women’s 
National Soccer Team

 30. How some stock is sold
 31. Some DEA agents
 33. Caesarean greeting
 34. Imprisonment in a 

16-Across?
 39. Classified ad abbr.
 40. “I’ve got ___ feeling  

about this”
 41. Type of salami
 44. Style of Chicago’s 

Palmolive Building
 48. Bit of a shootout in a 

16-Across?

 51. Venezuelan opposition 
party leader Guaidó

 52. Clarifying phrase
 53. Heart tube
 54. See 18-Across
 57. Super spy in a 16-Across?
 60. Met highlight
 61. Permanently, at least  

with writing
 62. Thanksgiving dessert
 63. “Aw sheesh”
 64. Sides in an eternal “Battle”
 65. National Kite Mo.

DOWN

 1. Swashbuckler’s weapon
 2. Egyptian sun god
 3. Spicy salsa, e.g.
 4. Sneaker, for one
 5. Skater Babilonia
 6. Bird comically drawn with 

spectacles
 7. Vermont ski resort
 8. Dancer Hough
 9. Strongly encourage
 10. UFC discipline
 11. More, in Madrid
 12. Flame proof?
 17. Suit that shows off a navel
 21. ___ culpa
 23. Put into piles
 

24. Hajj destination
 25. Device with an Apple 

Pencil
 26. Blue hue
 27. Test with a Verbal 

Reasoning sect.
 29. Bread with biryani
 32. Coffee additive
 34. Taunt
 35. Chaplin’s wife
 36. Achy
 37. Little one
 38. Dropping off dry cleaning, 

e.g.
 39. Cadbury “Creme”  

confection
 42. Certain bullet train rider
 43. Pompous imbecile
 45. One of Jupiter’s moons
 46. Persian intoxicant
 47. Donkey’s cousin
 49. Some bottles of water
 50. Buffoonish
 53. Posits
 54. Reading raincoat
 55. Supply with heat
 56. Christ the Redeemer  

overlooks it
 58. Potpourri
 59. Dayton-to-Canton dir.

MOLLY FAIRHURST

JOHNNY SAMPSON

THEO ELLSWORTH

Find the solution at  
thestranger.com/puzzlesolution.
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BURIEN 14325 1st Ave South
Burien, WA 98168   206-242-6000  

admin@thejointllc.com

SEATTLE 4336 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98105   206-283-3333  

admin@thejointllc.com

Warning - this product contains marijuana. When eaten or swallowed the intoxicating effects of this drug may be delayed by two or more hours. Should not be used by women that are pregnant or breast feeding. 
For use by adults twenty-one and over. Keep out of reach of children. Products containing marijuana can impair judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the infl uence of this drug. This product has 
intoxicating effects and may be habit forming.

U-DISTRICT LOCATION NOW OPEN!

Est 2010

Check Out Our Daily Deals at TheJointllc.com

mailto:admin@thejointllc.com
mailto:admin@thejointllc.com



