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Socialist Kshama Sawant got her most 
serious challenger in her bid for reelec-
tion to the Seattle City Council. Zachary 
DeWolf, a current school board member, 
announced his candidacy for the District 3 
seat armed with endorsements from Teresa 
Mosqueda and Lorena González, the 
only two city council members not up for 
reelection this year.

Seattle quarterback Russell Wilson signed 
a four-year, $140 million contract exten-
sion with the Seattle Seahawks (with a 
$65 million signing bonus), breaking the 
league’s all-time record for compensation 
for any player… ever. Wilson, who lives in 
a Bellevue home with seven bedrooms and 

fi ve fi replaces, will pay zero state income 
tax on his record-breaking salary because 
Washington is a stupid state that refuses to 
tax the rich.

Mayor Jenny Durkan 
either did or did not touch an 
employee’s face in a moment 
of anger, according to an 
investigation by the local blog 
Crosscut. At least, that’s 
what we think the story says 
happened. Every time we 
sat down to read it, we were 
overtaken by a narcoleptic 
attack. ZZZzzzzzzz.

Tango, a 6-year-old pet 
serval, escaped from his owner/captor’s 
home in Gig Harbor and was spotted dart-
ing around town. In case you don’t have a 
dictionary handy, a serval is “a slender Afri-
can wildcat with long legs, large ears, and a 
black-spotted orange-brown coat.” As of this 
writing, Tango has not been found, so if you 
see a cat that looks like a leopard crossed 
with Garfi eld, tell Tango to go home.

At the Black Tones’ sold-out album-
release party at Chop Suey, singer/guitarist 
Eva Walker introduced the crowd favorite 
“Mama! There’s a Spider in My Room” 

by saying the only thing 
she hates more than that 
arachnid is the KKK. It was 
one of many highlights in an 
action-packed set of freaky, 
soulful rock that confi rmed 
Stranger critic Dave Segal’s 
prediction that the Black 
Tones—buoyed by their 
strong new debut LP, Cobain 
& Cornbread—are on the fast 
track to stardom. Having 
the singer and drummer’s 
mother and sister join them 

onstage for vocal/dancing support and 
o� ering free corn bread to attendees only 
added to the group’s allure.

In the race to represent Ballard on the 
Seattle City Council, candidate Kate 
Martin is crying foul. She says Facebook 
long ago took down and blocked her political 
ads, but it has still been allowing rival 

candidate Heidi Wills to run numerous 
ads targeting the 6th District. “Either we all 
get to run them or no one gets to run them,” 
Martin said. “That’s simple, basic fairness.” 
According to Facebook, the answer should 
be no one. In order to avoid having to 
comply with Washington State’s strict 
rules on political ad disclosure, Facebook 
late last year announced a ban on all local 

political ads targeting state elections. But 
the ban has been so unevenly enforced that 
two candidates for the same city council 
seat were being treated di� erently. Wills, 
whose Facebook ads appeared after The 
Stranger reported on the ban, said she knew 
it was “probably just a matter of time.” But 
she wishes Facebook would just decide to 
follow Washington’s disclosure laws. “It’s 
not hard.” ■

The Stranger’s offi ce is located on 11th Avenue, 
next to a building that’s been so shrouded in 
construction junk for the last two years that we 
haven’t had access to our street’s sidewalk in 
what seems like forever. Scaffolding, barriers, 
traffi c cones, beeping construction equipment, 
cranes, crane operators, street lamp removers, 
and welding sparks shooting into the air have 
made getting to and from work like being a scur-
rying cast member in Cats. But the other day, the 
barriers were cleared, the construction workers 
vanished, and a gleaming white sidewalk present-
ed itself, twice as wide as it used to be. Stranger 
staffers have been staging leapfrog races out 
there ever since. We’ve been tying each other up 
on the new crescent-shaped bike racks. We have 
a kick-line routine we’ve been working on (which 
we’ll debut to the public as soon as our Rockettes 
costumes arrive). Staff writer Katie Herzog even 
tried pooping in one of the new planting areas
before any neighborhood dogs got there fi rst 
(“Gotta be number one to number two!” she said), 
but we tased her before she had the chance.

To the maker of the “Go Home Tech Bro” stickers: 
Pray tell, what makes it okay to single out a group 
and tell them they’re unwelcome? These aren’t 
fascists or abusers, these are people who were 
either lucky enough to be born with a passion for 
tech things or willing to buckle down and learn 
the tech things. Don’t be mad that our city’s land-
scape is changing. Don’t be mad you don’t own a 
house in Seattle. We did this to ourselves. We had 
the same chances they did to get educated on 
something extremely boring. I missed the chance 
to buy a house when they were affordable 
because I was more into park lounging and 
working an average job. Not much has changed, 
and I imagine you’re in the same boat. So don’t be 
a dick—stop posting those mean stickers. Coding 
classes and barbers that do fades are everywhere, 
so you, too, can be a tech bro. ANONYMOUS

SOMETHING TO GET OFF YOUR CHEST? 
E-mail 200 words or less to 

ianonymous@thestranger.com 

I, ANONYMOUSEDITOR’S NOTE

STEVEN WEISSMAN

JOHNNY SAMPSON

STEVEN WEISSMAN
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EXCITING NEW USES FOR CBD
“A lot of people know you can use CBD to help 
treat cancer, sleeplessness, anxiety, pain, infl am-
mation, depression, and Crohn’s disease—but did 
you know it can also fi x a fl at tire? I learned this 
recently on the shoulder of I-405 in the pouring 
rain. I couldn’t believe it. It’s a miracle drug.”
—Dwayne Knight-Waters, 41, research scientist

“For some reason, the plants in my dorm room 
get moldy if I water them. Replacing the soil 
hasn’t worked. Then my roommate had the idea 
to water them with CBD oil—and not only are the 
plants healthier now, one of them turned into a 
pepperoni pizza.”
—Kelleigh Sims, 19, organic chemistry major

“Honestly, a lot of claims about CBD have not been 
tested in double-blind peer-reviewed studies. 
However, I do know from personal experience 
that if you inject a little CBD oil into a candy corn, 
insert it into your ear, and go for a run, it can greatly 
improve your relationship with your family.”
—Rhonda Spohrer, 37, internist at Harborview

Serval on the loose!

A 6-year-old serval 
escaped its home in 

Gig Harbor. 

mailto:ianonymous@thestranger.com
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A pregnant woman shot seven times 
in her living room in front of her two 
children. A 20-year-old holding only 
an ink pen shot twice in the back out-

side his family’s home. An unarmed 66-year-
old man with dementia who died after his 
neck was broken in his own home.

What do all of these killings have in 
common? Each is the story of a cop in King 
County (whether from the Seattle Police 
Department, Bellevue Police Department, 
King County Sheriff ’s Office, etc.) being 
directly involved in someone’s death over 
the last two years. These incidents would 
normally have already been investigated 
at inquest hearings, the public fact-finding 
tribunals held after a cop kills someone. But 
the county stopped holding these hearings 
more than a year ago to update the rules.

Now the hearings are returning. There’s 
plenty to investigate. Law enforcement 
has shot or otherwise been involved in the 
deaths of at least 16 people in King County 
in the last two years.

The list of killings that need inquest hear-
ings (at least five involving Seattle police 
officers) includes cases that have gained 
national attention and scrutiny: the deaths 
of Damarius Butts, Isaiah Obet, Tommy Le, 
Charleena Lyles, Eugene Nelson, Robert 
J. Lightfeather, Curtis Elroy Tade, Jason 
Seavers, Karla Gamez-Talavera, Mitchell 
O. Nelson, Marcelo A. Castellano, Joseph 
Peppan, Iosia Faletogo, Miguel A. Barra-
za-Lugo, Wangsheng Leng, and a man killed 
in Northgate in February who has not yet 
been identified.

Inquest hearings are separate from in-
ternal police investigations or criminal and 
civil lawsuits. The hearings don’t have the 
power to get a cop fired, earn monetary set-
tlements, or put a cop behind bars. But they 
do offer the chance to identify and amplify 
bad police practices and change them. King 
County Executive Dow Constantine put the 

hearings on hiatus in January of 2018 after 
the police-reform community said the pro-
cess was slanted in favor of cops.

Now the county has updated the inquest 
policy in several key ways: (1) Hearings will 
be recorded and shared online, (2) families 
of the deceased are provided legal counsel,  
(3) the cops involved no longer need to be 
present during the hearings, but the chief 
of police or head of their law-enforcement  
agency is required to be present, (4) attor-
neys for the family can now make opening 
and closing statements and call their own 
expert witnesses, and (5) the scope of the 
hearings will expand to ask not only the 
facts of the case but also whether changing 
law-enforcement policies could have pre-
vented the death.

The local police-reform community has 
said these are meaningful updates. Corey 
Guilmette, an attorney who currently rep-
resents families with pending inquest hear-
ings, said expanding the scope of the hear-
ings to include policing policies is the most 
effective way to prevent future killings. “If, 
despite following policy and training, a pre-
ventable death still happened, that’s import-
ant to know so policy makers can revisit how 
officers are trained and what policies are, so 
they can get it right in the future,” he said.

Guilmette added that the longer the 
county waits to hold the inquest hearings, 
the harder it is for investigations to be thor-
ough and useful—there’s a reason a murder 
investigation starts the minute the death 
is discovered. But the county has yet to an-
nounce a schedule for the hearings, despite 
more than a year passing since they were 
put on hold and more than six months since 
Constantine announced the new rules.

The county is currently hiring a legal staff 
to administer the new hearings. Hopefully 
that means these tribunals will resume soon. 
If history is any guide, cops won’t stop killing 
people in King County anytime soon. ■

Confronting Killer Cops
At least 16 deaths at the hands of cops in King 

County have yet to be investigated.
BY LESTER BLACK

Inquest hearings were halted to update rules to strengthen victims’ rights.
GETTY IMAGES/WELLPHOTO
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G
overnor Jay Inslee’s presidential 
campaign platform has one plank: 
We must defeat climate change. 
The only way we’re going to get that 
done is if a president makes it their 

number-one priority, he says.
The pitch makes a certain kind of sense. 

Climate change is the greatest existential 
threat to the planet. Iowa and Nebraska and 
Mozambique are underwater. The West 
Coast is becoming a burn pile. And have 
you seen the new David Attenborough doc-
umentary on Netflix? Wild-eyed walruses 
are hurling their bodies off of cliffs due to 
the lack of habitat. Horrific, creepy jellyfish 
are overtaking the seas. There are like 14 
orangutans left. And the latest report from 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change “describes a world of worsening food 
shortages and wildfires, and a mass die-off of 
coral reefs as soon as 2040,” according to the 
New York Times. That’s in 20 years.

Given this reality, it’s astounding that 
every Democrat running for president isn’t 
running on climate change. The candidates 
should be duking it out over who has the best 
strategy to address our acidic oceans and our 
smoked-out skies.

But that isn’t happening. Because a lot of 
people don’t care. In polls, only an average of 
35 percent of Americans say global warming 

is “very important” to their voting decisions. 
In another poll, climate change ranked as the 
15th most important issue on a list of 28 is-
sues in the 2020 race.

These surveys show us how dumb our pri-
orities are. They also show us the challenge 
Inslee’s campaign faces. He’s got to make us 
care about climate change—although he’s 
probably betting that floods and wildfires are 
going to do some of that work for him—and 
then he’s got to convince us that he’s the guy 
who can do something about it.

That last point is proving troublesome. 
While other little-known candidates have 
successfully made names for themselves 

(hello, Pete Buttigieg), Inslee is current-
ly wallowing at 1 percent in national polls. 
And this is after a successful rollout, some 
soft-focus profiles in national magazines, 
and a warm welcome on the morning shows.

In the last few weeks, he’s been stepping up 
his efforts to build momentum. He didn’t com-
pletely embarrass himself at the CNN town 
hall, he spoke movingly about immigrant pro-
tections on Pod Save America, and he’s been 
touring solar facilities and flooded plains in 
Iowa. He also announced that he raised $2.25 
million during his first month of campaigning, 
which is slightly better than Colorado gover-
nor John Hickenlooper (who pulled in $2 mil-
lion during the same time period).

So far, though, Inslee is still flying under 
the radar. And that’s a problem. So I tracked 
him down to talk about it.

T he country might not yet know Jay Ins-
lee, but the people traveling on the 5:35 
p.m. ferry from Seattle to Bainbridge 

Island certainly do. During the course of a 
25-minute interview with the two-term 
governor, three people interrupted us with 
requests for photos and autographs.

“Excuse me, Governor, but you gave me my 
Life Ring Award,” said a mustachioed ferry 
worker as he reached to shake Inslee’s hand.

“I remember that! That’s fun,” Inslee said.
Every year, the Washington Department 

of Transportation presents Life Ring Awards 
to ferry workers who save lives. “We gave 
him an award because he was involved in a 
rescue,” Inslee said.

“It was a great experience. My wife was 
just thrilled. I still have the hat—don’t want 
to wear it because I want my grandkids to 
have it,” the worker said.

The worker pulled out a brochure he’d 
snagged from one of the ferry’s racks and 
explained that he was here to ask for an 
autograph on behalf of the ship’s mate. The 
mate wanted to ask for one himself, but he 
was “too chicken” to do it.

“Make it out to Tim,” the worker said. “He’s 
such a chicken.”

As Inslee signed the flyer, the worker ca-
sually complimented our beers and tater 
tots—“I see you got the breakfast of cham-
pions going on here”—before taking the  
conversation in a much darker direction.

“You heard about the last trip on the Seat-
tle ferry? Horrible accident,” he said. “Bike 
rider came off the boat and got hit by a car on 
the bridge there.”

“Oh no!” Inslee said.
“Got him back to Harborview for emergen-

cy surgery…” the worker said.
Inslee cut him off: “When was this?”
“They removed the whole left side of his 

body. He’s all right now,” the worker dead-
panned.

Inslee let out a big laugh. We’d been had.
“You get this for free!” Inslee said to me, 

referring to the worker’s sense of humor. “You 

A Ferry Ride with Jay Inslee
We talked about beating Trump, being an underdog,  

and saving the planet.
BY RICH SMITH

Inslee raised $2.25 
million during his 

first month, and he’s 
at around 1 percent in 

national polls.

LESTER BLACK
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don’t have to pay extra for this on Washington 
ferries,” he added, shaking the guy’s hand.

I nslee has been a good retail politician for a 
very long time. After representing South-
west Washington for four years in the state 

legislature, Central Washingtonians in the 
Republican-leaning 4th Congressional Dis-
trict elected Inslee to the US House of Rep-
resentatives in 1989. He worked hard for both 
seats, spending “many mornings holding a 
campaign sign on a street corner” and knock-
ing on doors, according to an overview of his 
career in the Seattle Times.

Republicans swept him out in the red 
wave of 1994, largely for his vote to ban as-
sault weapons, Inslee likes to say. But then he 
moved west to Bainbridge Island, where he 
ran for Congress again. He won and served 
six terms.

In Congress, he developed a reputation 
as a champion for the environment. About 
halfway through his tenure, he wrote a book 
called Apollo’s Fire: Igniting America’s Clean 
Energy Economy, in which he and policy re-
searcher Bracken Hendricks laid out a plan 
to transform the United States’ carbon-based 
economy into a green energy economy. In 
2012, Inslee stepped down from his seat in 
the House to run for governor, a big bet that 
paid off after he beat former attorney gener-
al Rob McKenna by 3 points. He clobbered 
McKenna by 9 points to secure a second term.

While he’s had a long local history of elec-
toral success, as I mentioned earlier, Inslee is 
still at 1 percent in the national polls. That’s 
enough to get on the Democratic debate stage 
in June, but not enough to inspire confidence 
that his call to defeat climate change is reso-
nating with voters.

The ever-ebullient Inslee seemed mere-
ly content with the state of his campaign so 
far. “The reception has been good,” he said, 
popping a tater tot in his mouth. “We got ad-
equate groups of people meeting us in New 
Hampshire and Iowa, so that’s been good.” A 
member of his communications staff inter-
jected, “150 people in Exeter [New Hamp-
shire] is more than adequate!”

“We’ve got a lot of interest around this 
fundamental message,” Inslee added quick-
ly. “People really care, they really understand 
the threat that Trump poses, and they really 
want to kick the tires and look at candidates. 
It’s an open field.”

The field has grown to 20 contenders, and 
Inslee’s low poll numbers so far don’t bother 
him. “I’m where I’ve always been, which is an 
underdog,” he said. “Almost every race I’ve 
ever been in, I start somewhere between 60 
and 30 points behind. So this is a common 
position for me to start a race.”

He sees a precedent for victory in the 
presidential campaigns of Bill Clinton and 
Jimmy Carter, two other relatively un-
known governors from small states. And as 
he tours regions devastated by fire and flood, 
Inslee says he’s overwhelmed by a “thirst for 
hope” on climate change, echoing President 
Barack Obama.

Recently, a woman in Seminole Springs, a 
mobile-home park near Los Angeles, threw 
his campaign off schedule for a few hours 
when she asked the governor to come look 
at her property. Though her home had been 
burned out by the Woolsey Fire, she proudly 
displayed her driveway, which she’d poured 
herself and decorated with rocks. She want-
ed to show him her driveway as evidence of 

her community’s resilience, but also as a way 
of thanking him for bringing her hope that 
a President Jay Inslee might be able to keep 
future flames at bay.

“I’ve believed this for a long time,” Inslee 
said. “It’s not a doom-and-gloom message. We 
are capable of defeating climate change. This 
can be a positive economic message. It’s got 
to be a can-do moment.”

Though climate change ranks low on the 
list of pressing issues for most Americans, 
Inslee points to recent Iowa polls showing 
the issue tying with heath care in terms of 
importance among Democrats there.

“And we know this is a very motivating 
thing for young voters,” he added.

As if on cue, two Bainbridge High School 
students—Wyatt, 14, and Henry, 16—butted 
in on our conversation. “Are you Governor 
Inslee?” one asked. “Can we get a picture, 
please?” Inslee agreed to take the selfie with 
the students, but he made sure to stay on mes-
sage. “What do you think of climate change? 
Do you think we should do something about 
it?” Inslee asked them.

Wyatt and Henry agreed that we should. 
Inslee asked if they were talking about cli-
mate change in school. The teens confirmed 
that they had been. He asked them to thank 
their teachers, “because we really love teach-
ers who talk about climate change,” and then 
implored them to register to vote. “We’re 
going to pass a bill so you can register even 
before you’re 18,” Inslee said. “Wow, that’s 
awesome,” one of the teens said.

“What was I saying?” Inslee said when 
he sat back down to our beers and tater tots. 
“That young people are really highly moti-
vated around climate change? I think that’s 
what I was saying.”

They didn’t seem as motivated about cli-
mate change as they were about getting a 
selfie with a presidential candidate, but I let 
the governor have that one.

“Listen, I’m the only person in this race 
who has said this has to be the number-one 
priority in the United States. No one else is 
willing to say that,” Inslee said, elaborating 
on his conviction that climate change is the 
path to the presidency. “So we have to do the 
blocking and tackling and the digital work 
and the fundraising, but that’s the path.”

S ingle-issue candidates, however, “are 
rare—and rarely successful,” said Ed 
Kilgore, a political columnist for New 

York magazine. Remember much about 
Harvard professor Lawrence Lessig’s bid? 
Or Ellen McCormack’s? Pete McCloskey’s? 
Me either.

And even if voters did send Inslee to the 
Oval Office with a mandate to tackle climate 
change, he’d have to work with a hyper- 
partisan, hyper-competitive Congress that 
hates to let presidents get their way.

Frances E. Lee, a professor in the De-
partment of Government & Politics at the 
University of Maryland, argued in a recent 
interview with Ezra Klein that politicians 
that shine a big, bright light on their policy 
goals are ultimately making those goals 
harder to achieve. Only bills that have  
stayed in the shadows—a land conservation 
bill, a weak-tea criminal justice bill—have 
made any progress in the last few years.

But the mercurial, multifaceted nature of 
Inslee’s issue allows him to escape some of 
these criticisms. After all, climate change 
isn’t just an environmental issue—it’s also 
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a health issue, an economic issue, a social- 
justice issue, and so on.

Still, is Inslee the right messenger? After 
all, he has been fighting to create a green 
economy for more than two decades with 
minimal to moderate success, but then 
Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
comes along and tweets out the Green New 
Deal resolution (with help from genius poli-
cy wonk Rhiana Gunn-Wright), and sudden-
ly everyone’s talking about it. The Sunrise 
Movement is mobilizing massive demon-
strations in support of the legislation. And 
internationally, Greta Thunberg, a 16-year-
old Swedish climate activist, skipped school 
to hold a climate strike on the steps of par-
liament, and now she’s mopping the floor 
with billionaires at Davos. The voice of the 
new climate movement seems to be young, 
pissed-off women who would like a place to 
live in a few years. Hasn’t Inslee already had 
his moment to change the conversation on a 
national level? What does he think he’s con-
tributing to this movement?

“Obviously, Ocasio-Cortez’s success in 
bringing this to the fore has been great, so 
I don’t mean to supplant that,” Inslee said. 
“Where I think I can help—because of my 
intense focus on this for decades—is adding 
policies to that discussion.”

Inslee pointed to recent environmental 
policy gains in Washington State. He said 
we have 3,000 megawatts of wind turbines 
spinning in this state. We’re on track to meet 
his goal of putting 50,000 electric vehicles 
on the road by next year. (We currently have 
a little more than 42,500.) He can tick off a 
list of businesses that have benefited from his 
clean energy fund, a pot of money in the state’s 
capital budget that lawmakers can use to in-
vest in green energy projects and research.

He can also tick off a list of concrete ideas 
for making a “just transition” from a carbon 
economy to a green economy, so that people 
who work in fossil-fuel industries and those 
who are hit hardest by climate change aren’t 
left high and dry.

The transition will include a program to 
pay utility bills for people who experience in-
creases in gas prices, a fund to provide train-
ing for employees who will need to find new 
jobs after fossil-fuel plants shutter, and a plan 
to make electric cars more available to people 
with low incomes. And that’s just three of the 
policies that will make up a much larger “Cli-
mate Mission,” the details of which Inslee told 
me he’d release “soon—sooner than Bernie 
Sanders will release his tax returns.”

On Tax Day, April 15, Sanders released the 

last 10 years of his tax returns, showing that 
he made more than $1 million in the last cou-
ple of years. As of press time, Inslee had yet to 
release his full list of climate policy proposals.

Incidentally, random shots at Sanders 
punctuated our conversation. When asked if 
his campaign had purchased carbon offsets, 
as Sanders’s campaign had, Inslee scoffed. 
“My carbon offset is to create a decarbon-
ation mission statement for the United States 
to totally eliminate carbon emissions. That’s 
a hell of an offset,” he said, laughing.

I asked how much money the campaign 
would have to raise before considering buy-
ing the offsets. “Minimal,” he said. “It’s not 
very much. It’s a symbolic thing. But I think 
it’s important to realize we’re not going to beat 
change with symbolism.”

Though Republicans in the Washington 
State Legislature and big oil companies have 
stymied Inslee’s major environmental leg-
islative proposals, including 2016’s carbon 
tax (Initiative 732) and last year’s carbon fee 
(Initiative 1631), the governor expects big 
wins out of the Democrat-controlled legis-
lature this year.

A bill requiring Washington State to run 
its energy grid on 100 percent renewables is 
sailing through, as is a bill that would insti-
tute stricter energy efficiency standards on 
buildings.

“Those are all very big deals,” said Nick 
Abraham of the Washington Environmental 
Council. Despite Inslee’s high-profile losses 
on the carbon tax and carbon fee, Abraham 
said “no one has ever questioned Inslee’s 
commitment on the issue of climate change.”

Abraham also applauded Inslee’s actions 
during the massive, complex fights surround-
ing proposals to build fossil-fuel infrastruc-
ture in the region. In the face of resistance 
from unions, Inslee rejected a permit for the 
Savage Companies and Andeavor oil-by-rail 
terminal in Vancouver, Washington, last year. 
He, along with Maia Bellon at the state De-
partment of Ecology, also denied crucial per-
mits for a coal-export terminal in Longview.

“That was one of the biggest environmental 

victories in the last five years,” Abraham said. 
“Those two projects alone were larger than 
the Keystone Pipeline. If we’d had a different 
decision maker in there, someone who’d been 
in the pocket of oil and coal companies, those 
might have turned out really differently.”

Praise for Inslee’s environmental record 
is not universal, however. Stacy Oaks, of the 
grassroots environmental group 350 Seattle, 
appreciates Inslee’s emphasis on climate 
change, as well as his stance against oil and 
coal, but she thinks he’s too ready to incorpo-
rate fracked methane gas (aka natural gas) 
into his green energy proposals.

“Now that we’re seeing more science, we 
know that gas is as bad if not worse for the 
climate as coal,” Oaks said. “When you in-
clude all the methane—a potent greenhouse 
gas—that leaks from extraction and that leaks 
during transpiration, it’s just as bad.”

The big fight here involves the construction 
of Puget Sound Energy’s Tacoma liquid natu-
ral gas refinery, which is an eight-million-gal-
lon fracked-gas storage tank located on the 
edge of the Puyallup Tribe’s reservation. 
Puyallup chairman Bill Sterud said in a re-
cent statement that the project is sited “on our 
homeland in an area we have inhabited since 
time immemorial,” and that the utility did not 
conduct “a meaningful consultation with the 
Tribe” beforehand. He is calling on Inslee to 
initiate a supplemental environmental review 
of the refinery, which is already being built.

Another issue is the methanol refinery that 
Northwest Innovation Works is proposing 
in Kalama. If built, it would be the world’s 
largest methanol refinery, Oaks said. Inslee 
initially supported the proposal back in 2014, 
and he now supports “‘thorough and objec-
tive’ reviews of all major energy projects in 
Washington,” according to the Daily News.

Though 350 Seattle acknowledges that Ins-
lee legally cannot oppose these projects while 
they’re still in the permitting process, the or-
ganization would like him to make “general 
public statements about moving off natural 
gas.” They also expect him to address the trea-
ty violations alleged by the Puyallup Tribe to 
the extent allowed by the Centennial Accord 
between tribes and the state of Washington.

B ut then there’s all the other stuff. If we 
put climate change aside for just one 
second, Jay Inslee’s record on econom-

ic issues sucks.
Though he likes to say Washington’s 

economy has “grown from the middle out” 
while pointing to the passage of the $15 min-
imum wage, that couldn’t be further from the 

truth. Washington has the most regressive 
tax structure in the country. The state’s 
poorest people pay six times more of their 
income in taxes than the state’s wealthiest 
people. Inslee supports a capital gains tax 
to help balance Washington’s upside-down  
tax code, but he’s against an income tax, 
which I believe we should have in addition 
to a capital gains tax, not to mention a wealth 
tax, but now I’m getting ahead of myself.

And, as many local columnists and report-
ers have pointed out, Inslee gave Boeing the 
largest corporate tax break in American histo-
ry. Inslee claims that Boeing held him hostage 
by threatening to move jobs out of the state if 
they didn’t get their way, but that doesn’t track 
with Inslee’s statements at the time. When he 
signed the deal in 2013, Inslee called it “great 
news for every Washingtonian,” according to 
the Seattle Times, but Boeing “later drained 
away nearly 20,000 jobs” anyway.

Moreover, Inslee’s proposed “public op-
tion” health care plan isn’t really a public op-
tion, he pardoned only 13 people with pot con-
victions after offering pardons to thousands, 
and though he’s a great doodler and a nice guy, 
sometimes his dad jokes are unbearable.

Plus, 2018’s blue wave showed us that the 
country is hungry for more women leaders. 
“If that’s your opinion, I’m probably not your 
candidate,” he admitted. “I don’t fit that mold. 
If people have that view, they ought to vote 
their convictions.”

If you’re looking for a woman, or even an 
economically progressive candidate, Inslee is 
not your guy. That said, there won’t be much 
of an economy to save once the water wars 
begin, so what are we even saying?

Whatever the case, Inslee seems to be in 
this thing for the long haul. Though rumors 
swirl about him actually secretly running to 
be named the next head of the Environmental 
Protection Agency or the next interior secre-
tary, Inslee and his team seem serious about 
the White House. Inslee isn’t the best choice 
for either of those other positions anyway. 
(You want a policy wonk/scientist in those 
cabinet positions, not a lifetime politician.)

For Inslee, the quest for the White House 
is personal. “My family is very much in touch 
with everything that’s at risk,” he said. “We 
hike in the forests, but they’re burning down. 
We like crabbing and digging oysters, but 
you can’t grow baby oysters in Puget Sound 
now because of ocean acidification. We like 
fishing, but salmon are on the verge of ex-
tinction. Most of the things my family have 
held precious for several generations are 
very much at risk right now.” ■

Random shots at 
Bernie Sanders 
punctuated our 
conversation on  

the ferry.
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Free Will Astrology
BY ROB BREZSNY

April 24–30
ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): In the United States, the day 
after Thanksgiving typically features a spectacular shopping orgy. On “Black 
Friday,” stores sell their products at steep discounts and consumers spend 
their money extravagantly. But the creators of the game Cards Against 
Humanity have consistently satirized the tradition. In 2013, for example, 
they staged a Black Friday “anti-sale,” for which they raised their prices. 
The coming weeks will be a favorable time for you to try something sim-
ilar. Is it possible you’re undercharging for your products and services and 
skills? If so, consider asking for more. Reassess your true worth and seek 
appropriate rewards.

TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): Whether or not you believe 
in magic, magic believes in you right now. Will you take advantage of the 
fancy gifts it has to offer? I guess it’s possible that you’re not interested in 
seeing deeper into the secret hearts of those you care for. Maybe you’ll go 
“ho-hum” when shown how to recognize a half-hidden opportunity that 
could bring vitalizing changes. And you may think it’s not very practical to 
romance the fire and the water at the same time. But if you’re interested, 
all that good stuff will be available for you. P.S. To maximize the effects of 
the magic, believe in it.

GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): In 1815, the most ferocious 
volcanic eruption in human history exploded from Mount Tambora in what’s 
now known as Indonesia. It flung gas and ash all over the planet, causing 
weird weather for three years. Sunlight dimmed, temperatures plummeted, 
skies were tumultuous, and intense storms proliferated. Yet these conditions 
ignited the imagination of author Mary Shelley, inspiring her to write what 
was to become her most notable work, Frankenstein. I suspect that you, 
too, will ultimately generate at least one productive marvel in response to 
the unusual events of the coming weeks.

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): For more than 40 years, Cance-
rian musician Carlos Santana has made music that blends rock and roll with 
Latin and African rhythms. In the early years, his creations sold well—but 
by the mid-1980s, his commercial success declined. For a decade, he floun-
dered. His fortunes began to improve after a spectacular meditation session. 
Santana says he was contacted by the archangel Metatron, who told him 
how to generate material for a new album. The result was Supernatural, 
which sold 30 million copies and won nine Grammy Awards. I mention 
this, Cancerian, because I suspect that you could soon experience a more 
modest but still rousing variation of Santana’s visitation. Are you interested? 
If so, the next seven weeks will be a good time to seek it out—and be very 
receptive to its possibility.

LEO (JULY 23–AUG 22): “Expergefactor” is an old English 
word that has fallen out of use. In its original sense, it meant something 
that wakes you up, like an alarm clock or thunderstorm or your partner’s 
snoring. But I want to revive “expergefactor” and expand its meaning. In 
its new version, it will refer to an exciting possibility or beloved goal that 
consistently motivates you to spring out of bed in the morning and get your 
day started. Your expergefactor could be an adventure you’re planning or a 
masterpiece you’re working on or a relationship that fills you with curiosity 
and enchantment. In my astrological opinion, the coming weeks will be 
an excellent time to identify and fine-tune an expergefactor that will serve 
you well for a long time.

VIRGO (AUG 23–SEPT 22): We live in a cultural moment 
when satire, sarcasm, cynicism, and irony are prized as supreme emblems 
of intelligence. If you say that you value sincerity and earnestness, you risk 
being considered naive and unsophisticated. Nevertheless, the current 
astrological omens suggest that you will generate good fortune for yourself 
in the coming weeks by making liberal use of sincerity and earnestness. So 
please try not to fall into the easy trap of relying on satire, sarcasm, cynicism, 
and irony to express yourself. As much as is practical, be kindly frank and 
compassionately truthful and empathetically genuine. (P.S. It’s a strategy that 
will serve your selfish aims quite well.)

LIBRA (SEPT 23–OCT 22): “Most people don’t find their 
creativity,” mourned Libran author Truman Capote. “There are more unsung 
geniuses that don’t even know they have great talent.” If that describes you 
even a little bit, I’m happy to let you know that you’re close to stumbling 
upon events and insights that could change that. If you respond to the 
prompts of these unexpected openings, you will rouse a partially dormant 
aspect of your genius, as well as a half-inert stash of creativity and a semi-la-
tent cache of imaginativity.

SCORPIO (OCT 23–NOV 21): Do you know the word “sfu-
mato”? Its literal meaning in Italian is “smoked.” When used to describe 
a painting, it refers to blurred borders between objects or fuzzy transitions 
between areas of different colors. All the forms are soft and hazy. I bring this 
to your attention because I suspect the coming weeks will be a sfumato-like 
time for you. You may find it a challenge to make precise distinctions. Future 
and past may overlap, as well as beginnings and endings. That doesn’t have 
to be a problem as long as you’re willing to go with the amorphous flow. In 
fact, it could even be pleasurable and useful. You might be able to connect 
with influences from which you’ve previously been shut off. You could blend 
your energies together better with people who have been unavailable.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22–DEC 21): “You have a right to 
experiment with your life,” declared author Anaïs Nin. I agree. You don’t 
necessarily have to be what you started out to be. You can change your 
mind about goals that you may at one time have thought were permanent. 
I suspect you could be at one of these pivot points right now, Sagittarius. 
Are there any experiments you’d like to try? If so, keep in mind this fur-
ther counsel from Nin. It’s possible “you will make mistakes. And they 
are right, too.”

CAPRICORN (DEC 22–JAN 19): You have one main task to 
accomplish in the coming weeks, Capricorn. It’ll be simple and natural if you 
devote yourself to it wholeheartedly. The only way it could possibly become 
complicated and challenging is if you allow your focus to be diffused by 
less important matters. Ready for your assignment? It’s articulated in this 
poem by Rupi Kaur: “bloom beautifully / dangerously / loudly / bloom softly 
/ however you need / just bloom.”

AQUARIUS (JAN 20–FEB 18): When the forces of the Roman 
Empire occupied the British Isles from the years 43 to 410, they built 2,000 
miles of roads. Their methods were sophisticated. That’s why few new 
roads were built in England until the 18th century, and many of the same 
paths are still visible and available today. In this spirit, and in accordance 
with the astrological omens, I recommend that you make good use of an 
old system or network in the coming weeks. This is one time when the past 
has blessings to offer the future.

PISCES (FEB 19–MARCH 20): “I’m not enigmatic and in-
triguing enough,” writes a Piscean blogger named RiddleMaster. “I really 
must work harder. Maybe I’ll start wearing ankle-length black leather coats, 
billowing silk scarves imprinted with alchemical symbols, and wide-brimmed 
hats. I’ll listen to Cambodian folk songs and read rare books in ancient San-
skrit. When someone dares to speak to me, I’ll utter cryptic declarations like 
‘The prophecies will be fulfilled soon enough.’” I understand RiddleMaster’s 
feelings. You Pisceans need mystery almost as much as you need food. But I 
believe you should set aside that drive for a few weeks. The time has come 
for you to show the world who you are with crisp candor.

Homework: Compose an exciting prayer in which you ask for something 
you’re not “supposed” to. Share at freewillastrology.com.

May 1–7
ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): “How prompt we are to satisfy 
the hunger and thirst of our bodies,” wrote essayist Henry David Thoreau, 
“how slow to satisfy the hunger and thirst of our souls!” Your first assign-
ment in the coming days, Aries, is to devote yourself to quenching the 
hunger and thirst of your soul with the same relentless passion that you 
normally spend on giving your body the food and drink it craves. This could 
be challenging. You may be less knowledgeable about what your soul 
thrives on than what your body loves. So your second assignment is to do 
extensive research to determine what your soul needs to thrive.

TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): I hope you will unleash your 
imagination to explore the frontiers of what’s possible for you to experience 
and accomplish. One exercise that might help: Visualize specific future 
adventures that excite you. Examples? Picture yourself parasailing over 
the Mediterranean Sea near Barcelona, or working to help endangered 
sea turtles in Costa Rica, or giving a speech to a crowded auditorium on a 
subject you will someday be an expert in. The more specific your fantasies, 
the better. Your homework is to generate at least five of these visions.

GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): “We must choose between 
the pain of having to transcend oppressive circumstances or the pain of 
perpetual unfulfillment within those oppressive circumstances,” writes 
mental-health strategist Paul John Moscatello. We must opt for “the pain of 
growth or the pain of decay,” he continues. We must either “embrace the 
tribulations of realizing our potential or consent to the slow suicide in com-
placency.” That’s a bit melodramatic, in my opinion. Most of us do both; we 
may be successful for a while in transcending oppressive circumstances, but 
then temporarily lapse back into the pain of unfulfillment. However, there 
are times when it makes sense to think very melodramatically. And I believe 
now is one of those times for you. In the coming weeks, I hope you will set 
in motion plans to transcend 70 percent of your oppressive circumstances.

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): You Cancerians can benefit 
from always having a fertility symbol somewhere in your environment: 
an icon or image that reminds you to continually refresh your relationship 
with your own abundant creativity, an inspiring talisman or toy that keeps 
you alert to the key role your fecund imagination can and should play in 
nourishing your quest to live a meaningful life, a provocative work of art that 
spurs you to always ask for more help and guidance from the primal source 
code that drives you to reinvent yourself. If you don’t have such a fertility 
symbol, I invite you to get one. If you do, enhance it with a new accessory.

LEO (JULY 23–AUG 22): In my horoscopes, I often speak to you 
about your personal struggle for liberation and your efforts to express your 
soul’s code with ever more ingenuity and completeness. It’s less common 
that I address your sacred obligation to give back to life for all that life has 
given to you. I only infrequently discuss how you might engage in activities 
to help your community or work for the benefit of those less fortunate than 
you. But now is one of those times when I feel moved to speak of these 
matters. You are in a phase of your astrological cycle when it’s crucial to 
perform specific work in behalf of a greater good. Why crucial? Because 
your personal well-being in the future depends in part on your efforts to 
intensify your practical compassion now.

VIRGO (AUG 23–SEPT 22): “We are whiplashed between an 
arrogant overestimation of ourselves and a servile underestimation of our-
selves,” writes educator Parker Palmer. That’s the bad news. The good news 
is that you are in prime position to escape from the whiplash. Cosmic forces 
are conspiring with your eternal soul to coalesce a well-balanced vision of 
your true value that’s free of both vain misapprehensions and self-depre-
cating delusions. Congrats! You’re empowered to understand yourself with 
a tender objectivity that could heal lingering wounds.

LIBRA (SEPT 23–OCT 22): The country of Poland awards 
medals to couples that have stayed married for 50 years. It also gives out 
medals to members of the armed forces who have done their loyal duty 
for at least 30 years. But the marriage medal is of a higher rank and is 
more prestigious. In that spirit, I’d love for you to get a shiny badge to 
acknowledge your devoted commitment to a sacred task—whether that 
commitment is to an intimate alliance, a noble service, or a promise to 
yourself. It’s time to congratulate and reward yourself for how hard you’ve 
worked and how much you’ve given.

SCORPIO (OCT 23–NOV 21): Scorpio poet Sylvia Plath wrote: 
“I admit I desire, / Occasionally, some backtalk / From the mute sky.” You’ll 
be smart to borrow the spirit of that mischievous declaration. Now is a good 
time to solicit input from the sky, as well as from your allies and friends and 
favorite animals, and from every other source that might provide you with 
interesting feedback. I invite you to regard the whole world as your mirror, 
your counselor, your informant.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22–DEC 21): In January 1493, the 
notorious pirate and kidnapper Christopher Columbus was sailing his ship 
the Niña near the land we now call the Dominican Republic. He spotted 
three creatures he assumed were mermaids. Later he wrote in his log that 
they were “not half as beautiful as they are painted [by artists].” We know 
now that the “mermaids” were actually manatees, aquatic mammals with 
flippers and paddle-shaped tails. They are in fact quite beautiful in their own 
way, and would only be judged as homely by a person comparing them to 
mythical enchantresses. I trust you won’t make a similar mistake, Sagittarius. 
Evaluate everything and everyone on their own merits, without comparing 
them to something they’re not.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22–JAN 19): “I want what we all want,” 
writes novelist Jonathan Lethem. “To move certain parts of the interior of 
myself into the exterior world, to see if they can be embraced.” Even if you 
haven’t passionately wanted that lately, Capricorn, I’m guessing you do now. 
That’s a good thing, because life will be conspiring with you to accomplish 
it. Your ability to express yourself in ways that are meaningful to you and 
interesting to other people will be at a peak.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20–FEB 18): Using algorithms to analyze 
300 million facts, a British scientist concluded that April 11, 1954, was 
the most boring day in history. A Turkish man who would later become 
a noteworthy engineer was born that day, and Belgium staged a national 
election. But that’s all. With this non-eventful day as your inspiration, I 
encourage you to have fun reminiscing about the most boring times in 
your own past. I think you need a prolonged respite from the stimulating 
frenzy of your daily rhythm. It’s time to rest and relax in the sweet luxury of 
nothingness and emptiness.

PISCES (FEB 19–MARCH 20): The Blue Room is a famous 
Pablo Picasso painting from 1901. Saturated with blue hues, it depicts a 
naked woman taking a bath. More than a century after its creation, scientists 
used X-rays to discover that there was an earlier painting beneath The Blue 
Room and obscured by it. It shows a man with his head leaning against his 
right hand. Piscean poet Jane Hirshfield says that there are some people 
who are “like a painting hidden beneath another painting.” More of you 
Pisceans fit that description than any other sign of the zodiac. You may even 
be like a painting hidden beneath a painting hidden beneath a painting—to 
a depth of five or more paintings. Is that a problem? Not necessarily. But 
it is important to be fully aware of the existence of all the layers. Now is a 
good time to have a check-in.

Homework: What are the five conditions you’d need in your world in order 
to feel you were living in utopia? Write freewillastrology.com.
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Savage Love
BY DAN SAVAGE

The Liked Boys
My best friend’s father is an avid user of 
social media. He’s retired and spends most 
of his day posting memes on Facebook and 
Instagram. Recently, I realized he might not 
know how Instagram works. I noticed over 
the past week or so that he has been fol-
lowing, liking, and commenting 
on a lot of Instagram pictures 
of young gay men. I don’t 
think he realizes that any-
one who follows him can 
see that activity. At first I 
was worried, not because 
he might be gay or bisexu-
al, but because he may still 
be “in the closet.” He’s married, 
with a son (my friend), and to 
my knowledge, if he is bisex-
ual or gay, nobody knows. 
I thought about warning 
him that his activity is 
public, but then I saw 
more. Not only has he 
been liking pictures of 
younger looking men, he’s 
also been liking and following 
accounts of very young boy 
models. Underage boys. 
I don’t want to jump to 
conclusions, but the ev-
idence is there. So now 
I’ve gone from wanting 
to warn this guy that he 
may be accidentally out-
ing himself by not know-
ing how apps work to feeling 
morally obligated to tell my friend 
that his dad is into dudes and might be a pe-
dophile. I can only imagine the ramifications 
this news would have on him and his family.

Best Friend’s Dad

“I’m sympathetic to BFD’s concerns,” said 
Dr. Michael Seto, director of forensic re-
habilitation research at the Royal Ottawa 
Health Care Group and an expert on pedo-
philia and sexual offending. “I know many 
people wonder what to do if they suspect 
someone is sexually attracted to children. 
And I understand how much of a burden it 
can feel like to keep a big secret, especially 
from a best friend.”

But before we discuss your options and 
responsibilities here, BFD, let’s get our terms 
straight: If by “young boy models” you mean 
teenage boys past puberty but under the age 
of consent, then your friend’s father’s behav-
ior is icky and inappropriate—but it is not, by 
itself, evidence that he’s a pedophile.

“Clinically, pedophilia refers to attraction to 
prepubescent children,” said Dr. Seto, “though 
I know it’s still commonly used in public to 
refer to attraction to anyone underage.”

Actually, the term “pedophile” gets tossed 
around so indiscriminately these days that 
some of my own readers have used it to de-
scribe (or condemn) people in their 40s or 
50s who are attracted to (or fucking) grown 
men and women in their 20s and 30s. For the 
record: An attraction to younger/youngish 

adults does not make someone a pedophile. 
If that were the case, almost everyone on 
earth could be described (and condemned) 
as a pedophile. Dr. Seto estimates that just 
1 percent of men are in fact attracted to pre-
pubescent children. So depending on your 
point of view—depending on whether you’re 
a glass 99 percent empty or 1 percent full 
kind of guy—pedophilia is either exceed-

ingly rare or alarmingly common.
“Attraction to underage 
teens—boys or girls—is more 

common,” said Dr. Seto, 
“though it’s hard to estimate 
how common because it’s a 
taboo subject. We get hints 

from the popularity of cer-
tain porn genres like ‘school-

girl,’ ‘twink,’ ‘barely legal,’ and so 
on. We also have a hint from how 

so many fashion models begin 
working in their teens.”

But Dr. Seto emphasizes 
that sexual attraction does 
not equal sexual behavior.

“The Instagram follows 
and likes may indeed suggest 

an attraction to underage boys,” 
said Dr. Seto. “And it may even be 
pedophilia if the models are that 

young. But that doesn’t mean 
his friend’s father is going to 
do anything beyond following 
or liking.”

Understanding what sep-
arates pedophiles who’ve of-

fended against children (read: 
pedophiles who’ve sexually 

abused children) from pedophiles 
who’ve never inappropriately touched a 

child is an important focus of Dr. Seto’s re-
search, BFD, and his insights could inform 
your course of action.

“One thing we know is that people who are 
low in self-control are more likely to act on 
sexual as well as nonsexual impulses,” said Dr. 
Seto. “That low self-control shows up in other 
ways, including addictions, problems holding 
down a job, problems in adult relationships, 
unreliability, and criminal behavior. My hy-
pothesis is that someone who doesn’t show 
these signs is unlikely to offend against a 
child. They might look at child pornography, 
though, which is illegal and problematic, or 
they might look at legal images of children—
like on social media—as a sexual outlet.”

Viewing child pornography is hugely prob-
lematic because it creates demand for more 
child pornography, which leads to more chil-
dren being abused. But even if no new child 
porn were ever created, sharing images of 
the rape of a child is itself a violation of that 
child. And while it may not be pleasant to 
contemplate what might be going through a 
pedophile’s mind when they look at innocent 
images of children, it’s not against the law for 
someone with a sexual interest in children to 
dink around on Instagram.

“Returning to BFD’s question about 
whether to disclose, I don’t think it’s an easy 
yes-or-no answer,” said Dr. Seto. “It depends 
on what else BFD knows about the father. 
I’m required by law and professional ethics 

to report [someone] if I believe an identifiable 
child is at imminent risk. This mandatory re-
porting requirement is NOT triggered simply 
by knowing whether someone is sexually at-
tracted to children. Instead, I have to consider 
information like whether the person has ever 
expressed fantasies or urges about a specific 
child, whether they work with children regu-
larly, whether they live with children who are 
in their attraction category, or whether they 
have ever engaged in suspicious behavior like 
direct messaging with a child.”

Does your friend’s dad work with under-
age boys? Does he sometimes look after un-
derage boys—say, grandsons? Do they have 
sleepovers with friends at grandpa’s house? 
Has he ever behaved in an inappropriate 
manner around underage boys—e.g., invent-
ing reasons to be alone with them, offering 
them booze or drugs, or making suggestive 
comments offline or online?

“In the absence of these kinds of red flags, 
what we have here is someone who might be 
sexually attracted to underage boys but who 
might not pose a serious risk to children,” 
explained Dr. Seto. “So while not disclos-
ing might mean some risk of a child being 
harmed, disclosing could definitely cause 
harm to the best friend, to the father, and to 
their relationship.”

You’re in an agonizing position, BFD. You 
essentially have to weigh the chance—most 
likely very remote—that your friend’s dad 
would harm a child against the near certainty 
that telling your friend about his father’s be-
havior would do irrevocable harm to their re-
lationship. Your relationship with your friend 
would also be at risk; this is definitely one of 
those circumstances where the messenger 
risks being shot. Figuratively speaking. I hope.

Personally, BFD, in your shoes, I would err 
on the side of protecting even a hypotheti-
cal child. I would say something to the dad, 
perhaps via direct message (you could create 
a throwaway account and reach out anony-
mously), and I would also say something to my 
friend. But I would emphasize what the best 
available research tells us about pedophilia: 
It’s not something a person chooses, and most 
pedophiles never sexually abuse children. 
(And not everyone who sexually abuses a child 
is a pedophile.) So even if your best friend’s 
father is attracted to prepubescent boys—if 
he’s looking at prepubescent children and not 
teenagers who happen to be just under the age 
of consent—that doesn’t mean he’s harmed 
a child or would ever harm a child. He may 
need help to avoid offending—if, worst-case 
scenario, he actually is attracted to children—
and being held accountable by loved ones is 
one way pedophiles avoid offending.

Dr. Seto is the author of Pedophilia and 
Sexual Offending Against Children and more. 
Follow him on Twitter @MCSeto.

JOE NEWTON
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Blunt Talk
BY LESTER BLACK

Inside the 
State’s Only Pot 
Research Farm

I knew the minute I opened Verda Bio’s 
door that this was not a typical pot 
farm. The aroma tipped me off. Most 
farms smell like someone just opened a 

10,000-pound bag of pot. But when I walked 
into Verda Bio, I smelled nothing. The scent 
was sterile, like a disinfected doctor’s office.

That’s because Verda Bio is a unique pot 
farm. In fact, it’s the only one of its kind in 
a state with more than a thousand licensed 
pot farms. Verda Bio won the state’s first pot 
research license last November, giving the 
company special privileges to study canna-
bis and create new technology. The first goal 
is to grow new, more predictable strains of 
pot. And to do this, they are growing a bunch 
of male pot plants.

The male pot plants are why I didn’t de-
tect my favorite herb’s smell when I entered 
this facility.

Male pot plants don’t produce the intense 
aromas we associate with cannabis. Those 
aromas, as well as the intoxicating chemi-
cals like THC or CBD, are produced by the 
flowers of female plants. Most farms grow 
only female plants—because a single male 
plant will spread its pollen all around a facil-
ity and turn those dank female flowers into 
seeds. Pot farmers don’t want seeds; they 
want pot flower that they can sell or turn 
into other pot products.

Verda Bio isn’t trying to make another 
pre-roll; they’re trying to produce the pot 
seeds of the future.

Right now, most farms grow their pot 
plants by selecting a single plant they want—
say, a particularly pungent version of Sour 
Diesel—and then they take pieces off this 
“mother” plant and populate their farm with 
clones from the original. This ensures that 
each plant will have exactly the same char-
acteristics as the mother Sour Diesel. But 
that’s only a short-term solution. It doesn’t 

take long for the mother plant to run out of 
energy, forcing the farm to start over.

Industrial crops like corn and wheat ar-
en’t grown this way. They are grown directly 
from seeds that agricultural scientists have 
bred to consistently produce crops with the 
characteristics they want. Jessica Tonani, 
Verda Bio’s CEO, told me they want to rep-
licate this process, but for pot.

“How people clone cannabis right now 
is not scalable like [industrial farming]. So 
I think if we can enable consistent growth 
from seed… then people can just plant the 
seeds and know what they are growing,” 
Tonani said.

Scientists were doing this kind of work 
on other agricultural crops 30 or 40 years 
ago, but it’s just now being started on pot. 
And thanks to the Washington State Liquor 
and Cannabis Board’s research license, this 
groundbreaking pot science is happening 
inside Seattle’s city limits.

The idea sounds simple: develop seeds 
that consistently grow the same pot. But 
to execute this, Tonani and her team need 
to carefully breed cannabis plants over and 
over again. While they go about their work in 
creating stable seeds, they are also working 
on mapping the cannabis genome and hunt-
ing for rare cannabinoids, those pot com-
pounds that are related to THC and CBD but 
offer other promising possibilities for future 
pot medicine.

The world of pot research is ripe for new 
discoveries after more than 50 years of fed-
eral prohibition. What will scientists find 
as our new laws let them look into the inner 
workings of weed? Pay attention to Verda 
Bio, and you just might find out. ■

Jessica Tonani, CEO of Verda Bio, inspecting plants in her breeding program.
LESTER BLACK

Pot research is ripe 
for new discoveries 
after more than 50 

years of prohibition. 
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Outdoor Events
Spring won’t last forever, so now’s the time to 
take in as much of the Northwest’s seasonal 
bounties as possible. To see bright blooms, 
head to the Seattle Cherry Blossom & 
Japanese Cultural Festival at Seattle 
Center (April 26–28) to commemorate 
the 1,000 cherry trees gifted to Seattle by 
Prime Minister Takeo Miki 40 years ago. 
Or take a day trip up north for the end of the 
Skagit Valley Tulip Festival (through 
April 30). If you’d rather admire plant life 
in your own garden (or windowsill), check 
out Tilth Alliance’s May Edible Plant 
Sale at Meridian Playground (May 3–5) or 
the Handmade & Homegrown Market 
& Plant Sale at Second Use Building 
Materials (Sat April 27).

Nerdy Holidays
Attention, nerds of Seattle: There are three 
major events to get you excited this fortnight, 
wherever your geeky interests lie. First up is 
Independent Bookstore Day (Sat April 
27), where the city’s most beloved brick-and-
mortar book purveyors o� er special events 
like readings and scavenger hunts. Plus, if you 
visit all 21 participating locations (including 
Capitol Hill’s Elliott Bay Book Company and 
Fremont’s Book Larder) and get a stamp at 
each one, you’ll receive 25 percent o�  books 
all year from those stores. The following 
week brings Free Comic Book Day (Sat 
May 4), when publishers provide popular

titles and lesser-known gems for free (or at 
least for cheap) at local stores like Outsid-
er and Comics Dungeon. Pun-loving nerds 
have also christened May 4 as Star Wars 
Day, which you can celebrate at events like 
the May the Fourth Be with You down-
town bar crawl and Massive Monkees Stu-
dio’s Punk N Funk dance battle and dance 
party. Break out your best Jedi or Princess 
Leia costume.

May Day
Another holiday with multiple implications, 
May Day (Wed May 1) is both a pagan cel-
ebration of springtime and International 
Workers’ Day. If you’re looking for something 
involving fl ower crowns and a maypole, the 
folks behind the Fremont Solstice Parade 
are putting on their annual May Day event 
at Woodland Park, where you can witness 
the crowning of the Green Man and May 
Queen. On the more political side, labor or-
ganization El Comité is organizing their 20th 
annual May Day March for the Rights 
of Immigrants and Workers starting in 
Judkins Park.  If you’re interested in learning 
more about economic history, check out one 
of the fi lm screenings and talks put on by the 
monthlong communist-associated festival 
Red May in order to encourage Seattleites 
to “take a vacation from capitalism,” or vis-
it the UW Allen Library’s continuing The 
Legacy of the Seattle General Strike 
Era and the Centralia Tragedy of 1919 
exhibit (through June 7). 

Boating Season Begins
A century-old tradition hosted by the Seattle 
Yacht Club may sound fancy and exclusive, 
but that’s not so for Opening Day (Sat May 
4), where hundreds of recreational seafaring 
vessels parade from Portage Bay to the Mont-
lake Cut in the most decked-out fashion, 
some complete with live bands, to celebrate 
the return of Seattle boating season. Grab a 
spot on shore to watch the action, and come 
early to check out the Windermere Cup, a 
regatta featuring the University of Washing-
ton and other college crew teams from across 
the country (and Germany!). To make those 
international guests feel welcome, and to ap-
peal to Seattle’s beer-loving public, the week-
end will kick o�  with a German-style Party 
on the Cut (Fri May 3), complete with booze, 
lederhosen, lawn games, and live music.

Kentucky Derby Parties
No hat is too floppy and no bourbon too 
strong for the Kentucky Derby (Sat May 
4), the famed horse race that takes place at 
Louisville’s Churchill Downs. If getting on 
a plane to witness the 145th installment of 
“the most exciting two minutes in sports” 
isn’t an option, don’t sweat it—there are 
plenty of places to celebrate here in Seattle. 
You could eat brunch at Re:Public before 
getting shuttled to a party at our own local 
racetrack, Emerald Downs; sip cocktails 
and enter a hat contest at W Bellevue’s 
Kentucky Derby Party; or taste whiskey 

at Heartwood Provisions’ Kentucky Derby 
Soirée—just to name a few possibilities. 

Cinco de Mayo
Whether you want to eat tacos and drink 
margaritas, watch Lucha Libre wrestling, or 
catch live bands, there’s no shortage of ways 
to celebrate Mexican American culture in 
Seattle on Cinco de Mayo. Check out page 
33 for a full list. ■

Asian Pacifi c Islander 
Heritage Month 
Celebration
Seattle Center Armory, 
Sun May 5, 11:45 am–
5 pm, free

Cephalopod Appreciation 
Society
Hugo House, Wed May 1, 
7–9 pm, free

Crosscut Festival
Seattle University, 
May 3–5, $20–$60

Crypticon
DoubleTree Hotel, 
May 3–5, $20–$60

HUMP! Film Festival
SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
May 3–4, $25

Kodomo no Hi
Japanese Cultural and 
Community Center, Sun 
May 5, 11 am–5 pm, free

Seattle Erotic Art 
Festival
Seattle Center Exhibition 
Hall, April 26–28, 
$15–$350

Wild Waves 2019 
Season
Wild Waves Theme Park, 
May 4–Sept 7, $20–$70

Early Warnings
BIKE EVERYWHERE DAY Everywhere, Fri May 17

SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 
Various locations, May 16–June 9, $72–$3,750

Short 
List

THE BIG & THE OBVIOUS
TILTH ALLIANCE

Tilth Alliance’s
May Edible Plant Sale
May 3–5

MORE
EVENTS

— AT—
STRANGER THINGS TO DO DOT COM

APR 25
MAY 8
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T
he world is hungry for someone to 
talk back to Big Tech, and journalist 
Kara Swisher is currently doing that 
on the daily. She does it through her 
column in the New York Times op-

ed pages, through her Twitter megaphone 
(1.3 million followers and counting), through 
her popular Recode Decode podcast, on cable, 

via live-streamed chats 
and rants, and during on-
stage interviews with the 
likes of Mark Zuckerberg 

and Bill Gates at various packed tech confer-
ences that she helps organize.

It’s a lot. It makes one wonder how Swisher 
came to seemingly possess, in human form, 
the same massive information processing 
power controlled by the companies she 
covers. And it goes on.

Because it’s not just the back talk that 
people want. They’re equally hungry for 
someone to explain how Facebook, Google, 
Twitter, Microsoft, Apple, and other digital 
behemoths ended up swallowing, chewing 
up, and spitting out, in countless ADD-
friendly bites, the world as it once existed—
and Swisher explains that, too.

Plus, if you’re tired of all the well-earned 
negativity directed at tech giants these 
days, and you just want to hear about one 
good and useful thing, Swisher, who wrote 
in her April 5 New York Times column about 
giving birth while clutching her BlackBerry, 
can help you out with that as well. These 
days, she’s really into riding on rented 
wheels from scooter start-ups, for example.

A 56-year-old, hard-charging lesbian who 
pretty much always sports aviator sunglass-
es, Swisher—both surprisingly and unsur-
prisingly—has emerged as the American 
journalist to turn to for tech assistance of 
the existential and intellectual kind.

The surprise is that she emerged from 
a segment of the journalism world, tech 
writing, that is fi lled with publications and 

writers who tend to coddle the industry
they rely on for scoops—a back-scratchy 
symbiosis that has contributed to the present 
tech morass. The unsurprising part is that, at 
a cultural moment when thinking people are 
desperate for clear-eyed, no-bullshit takes that 
are arrived at with integrity, they are turning 
en masse to Swisher, who was present at the 
creation of the modern internet economy—
conducting rabid early interviews with tech 
executives over AOL instant messenger, ac-
cording to a 2014 New York magazine profi le.

She’s not afraid to hit publish on a story 
that will take billions o�  a company’s stock 
value (as she once did with Twitter), and 
she’s been notably transparent about how 
she navigates the challenges of having come 
to personally know and understand the peo-
ple whose dumb ideas she frequently needs 
to bash. (Swisher was married for 15 years to 
Megan Smith, an executive at Google.)

Maybe Swisher can explain how she’s 
managed to pull o�  all these tricks, and si-
multaneously have people like Zuckerberg 
still agree to interviews, when she appears at 
Benaroya Hall on May 7 as part of the Seattle 
Arts & Lectures Journalism Series.

If not, maybe it will all come out on the 
campaign trail; Swisher, who earlier in life 
wanted to enter public service by being a 
government spy (but decided “being gay was 
an issue,” according to New York), recently 
announced that she’s running for mayor of 
San Francisco in 2023. ■

Kara Swisher Takes No Bullshit
The journalist’s long view of Big Tech is worth hearing.

BY ELI SANDERS

Top Picks
THURS APRIL 25

Stacey Abrams:
‘Lead from the Outside’
In 2018, massive voter suppression in Georgia 
snatched the governor’s mansion from Stacey 
Abrams and handed it over to Brian Kemp, who, 
as secretary of state, was overseeing the election 
in which he was running. (Does anyone remember 
when he accused Democrats of hacking the voter 
registration system two days before the election 
and provided no evidence to support that claim? I 

do!) Anyway, even though Abrams didn’t become 
the fi rst African American woman governor of a 

US state, she did 
found a GOTV 
group called Fair 
Fight Action, she 
did respond to 
Trump’s 2019 
State of the 
Union address, 
and she also 
wrote a book! 
It’s called 
Lead from the 
Outside: How to 

Build Your Future and Make Real Change, and it’s 

all about how awesome she was as the minority 
leader of the Georgia House of Representatives. 
The event is sold out, but event organizers say 
there will be a limited number of standby tickets 
at the door. (Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 7:30 pm, $5.) 
RICH SMITH

FRI APRIL 26

Nathaniel Rich: ‘Losing Earth:
A Recent History’
Want to hear something fucked up? The federal 
government has known about climate change and 
the effects of burning fossil fuels since the god-
damn 1950s. Want to hear something even more 
fucked up? Scientists knew about it for decades 

KARA SWISHER
Tues May 7, 
Benaroya Hall, 
7:30 pm, $20–$80

Kara Swisher was present at the creation of the internet economy.
COURTESY OF KARA SWISHER

She’s not afraid to 
hit publish on a story 
that will take billions 

o�  a company’s
stock value.

PABLEAUX JOHNSON
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He whispered “Run, a bookdragon is 
coming.”

She whispered back “I am the book-
dragon.”

7530 Olympic View Dr • Edmonds, WA
(425) 415-1945

TheNeverendingBookshop.com

BREMERTON • POULSBO
LIBERTYBAYBOOKS.COM

North Kitsap’s locally owned 
Independent Bookstore

Independent Bookstore Day is Seattle’s 
celebration of the city’s plentiful and varied 
independent bookstores. This year, they’re 
bringing back the Passport Challenge. 
If you visit all 21 participating stores and 
get a stamp at each one, you’ll receive 
25% off on books all year from those 
stores. Enjoy a good spring day of buying 
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before that. In a parallel universe, the powers 
that be actually addressed this looming crisis 
a century ago, but in this universe, government 
and industry coalesced to do jack shit. What the 
fuck happened? Nathaniel Rich’s new maddening 
but necessary book-length follow-up to his epic 
30,000-word New York Times Magazine article 
explains the history of our colossal failure to act. 
(The Summit, 7:30 pm, $5.) KATIE HERZOG

SAT APRIL 27

Independent Bookstore Day
Independent Bookstore Day is Seattle’s cele-
bration of the city’s plentiful and varied indie 
bookstores. This year, they’re bringing back the 
Passport Challenge. If you visit all 21 participating 
stores and get a stamp at each one, you’ll receive 
25 percent off on books all year from those stores. 
Enjoy a good spring day of buying books in person 
from booksellers who love you and want you to 
be happy. Also: FUCK JEFF BEZOS. LONG LIVE 
INDIES. (Various locations, free.) RICH SMITH

THURS MAY 2

Bill McKibben: ‘Falter’
Author and activist Bill McKibben has been on 
the front lines of the fight against climate change 
for decades, and as everyone north, east, south, 
and west of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue seems to 
realize, the news about our warming planet gets a 
little more dire each day. Why are Americans still 
debating the existence of climate change as the 
world burns around us? For that, we can thank 
the oil industry in general and Exxon in particular. 
McKibben will review our fraught history and 
(hopefully) tell us just what to expect as the world 
keeps warming up. (UW Campus, Kane Hall, Room 
120, 7:30 pm, free.) KATIE HERZOG

TUES MAY 7

Nick Estes: ‘Our History 
Is the Future’
University of New Mexico assistant professor 
Nick Estes presents his new book, which provides 
an overview of 
indigenous resis-
tance to settler 
colonialism 
stretching back 
for the last 200 
years, with a 
truth that would 
make even 
our greenest 
politicians flinch. 
“For the earth to 
live, capitalism 
must die,” he writes. Though politicians now 
stress the need to transition to a green economy, 
Estes argues we’ll never solve the problem unless 
we destroy the economic structure that created 
the carbon economy in the first place. The United 
States has largely used indigenous nations as 
resource colonies, he says, and they’ll continue 
to do so until they deal with the root cause. In his 
examination of the #NoDAPL movement, Estes 
shows us how forms of indigenous resistance 
have worked toward that end in the past, and how 
they’ll continue to work in the future. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH

Aaron Bobrow-Strain: 
The Death and Life of 
Aida Hernandez
Elliott Bay Book Company, 
Fri April 26, 7 pm, free

Characteristic Cadence
Northwest Film Forum, 
Thurs April 25, 7 pm, $12

An Evening with the 
Clintons
WaMu Theater, Fri May 3, 
7:30 pm, $67–$478

HERE: Poems for the 
Planet
Broadway Performance 
Hall, Thurs April 25,  
7:30 pm, $20–$60

Ian McEwan:  
Machines Like Me
The Summit, Mon May 6, 
7 pm, $32

A Night of Storytelling 
with Johnny Moses
Duwamish Longhouse,  
Fri April 26, 7 pm, free

Rochelle Riley:  
The Burden
Northwest African 
American Museum, Sun 
April 28, 3 pm, free

Silent Reading Party
Hotel Sorrento, Wed May 1, 
6 pm, free

Word Works: Min Jin 
Lee on Having Faith
Hugo House, Thurs May 2, 
7 pm, $15

Early Warnings
A CONVERSATION WITH MELINDA GATES McCaw Hall, Thurs May 9, 7:30 pm, $37/$52

TAYARI JONES Benaroya Hall, Tues May 14, 7:30 pm, $20–$80

POP-UP MAGAZINE Benaroya Hall, Wed May 15, 7:30 pm, $32–$42

BOB NEWHART McCaw Hall, Mon May 20, 7:30 pm, $72–$128

JERICHO BROWN Broadway Performance Hall, Tues May 21, 7:30 pm, $20–$80

PETER SAGAL Neptune Theatre, Sun Nov 24, 8 pm, $45

Short 
List

NANCIE BATTAGLIA

Clean, Quite, 
Sleeping Rooms 
$700 per month.

Utilities, Laundry, 
Cleaning Included. 

Located in  
White Center/Burien 

206.762.2757 

The Elliott Bay
Book Company

SEATTLE’S LEGENDARY

INDEPENDENT BOOKSTOKE

Visit us on Capitol Hill
and at

ElliottBayBook.com
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for online map go to capitolhillartwalk.com

Show your digital 
art walk map at 

these participating 
businesses on art 
walk night for a 

15% discount

http://capitolhillartwalk.com/
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N
ot too long ago, I went to the Joke-
tellers Union comedy night at 
Clock-Out Lounge and unexpected-
ly had a transformative experience.

Two of that night’s comedians, 
Diante Neagle and Jill Silva, came from 
Tacoma. And their sets, both excellent, had a 
confi dence that I, admittedly, do not identify 

with that city. And here 
is the weird thing: None 
of their jokes mentioned 
Tacoma or the old rival-

ry between our two cities. It was not import-
ant to them. They just lived there, and they 
were making people laugh here, in a Beacon 
Hill club.

The differences between Tacoma and 
Seattle have become, I realized, inconse-
quential. But when did this happen? And, 
more importantly, how did the 150-year-old 
confl ict between Tacoma and Seattle cease 
to be (or lose its force)?

Tacoma, in my mind, has always been a 
kind of failed Seattle. And this impression 
makes a lot of sense if the history of the city 
is considered. In the 19th century, Tacoma 
was destined to become the region’s future—
indeed, it was called “City of Destiny.” It was 
compared to San Francisco. It was connect-

ed to an important railway line. Seattle was 
nowhere in sight.

Then, all of sudden, there was a mad 
rush for gold in a remote part of Alaska, 
and Seattle successfully marketed itself 

as a being nothing more than a hop, skip, 
and a jump from the gold fi elds that were 
in fact 2,000 miles away. One hundred 
thousand prospectors went to the freezing 
hills of Alaska, and many of them bought 

their supplies in Seattle. This was the fi rst 
of many booms that transferred the future 
from Tacoma to its rival.

The fact that I still saw the cities in these 
competitive terms showed I was way behind 
the times. There was a new feeling, a new 
attitude that was expressed by Neagle’s and 
Silva’s sets. For them, nothing could be more 
stupid than making jokes about how Seattle 
benefi ted from the Klondike Gold Rush in 
the 19th century.

But there is something else. Seattle come-
dians Brett Hamil and Emmett Montgomery, 
the curators of Joketellers Union, invite talent 
from all over the greater area. Some nights, 
the jokers are from Everett; other nights, they 
are from Bellevue. And in this way, Hamil and 
Montgomery expose the self-centered Seattle 
audience to the wider region. They are also 
committed to the representation of di� erent 
voices: women, people of color, queer people.

What to make of all of this? For one: Tacoma 
is no longer out there, it is now in here. Also: 
Seattle is just not that cool of a place. It has 
become a city for the rich, and the rich are 
always boring. By presenting a variety of 
voices from different parts of the greater 
metropolis, Hamil and Montgomery have 
concocted a show that feels like a real city. ■

Joketellers Union Is Transformative
Deep thoughts about a comedy night on Beacon Hill.

 BY CHARLES MUDEDE

Top Picks
APRIL 26–JUNE 2

‘Nina Simone: Four Women’
The play opens with a character based on Nina 
Simone, Peaches, playing “I Loves You, Porgy,” the 
signature tune of the jazz singer/pianist’s pre-
protest-song era. The performance, however, is 
disrupted by the cries of the four girls killed in the 
1963 Birmingham, Alabama, church bombing. In 
the second act, Nina meets another black woman, 
Sarah, in the ruins of the church. It soon becomes 
clear that Sarah, a committed member of the 
church, is opposed to Nina’s radicalization. “I ain’t 
into that radical business,” Sarah says. The question 
at the core of the play becomes 
clear: Do we rebuild the church 
or destroy the current racist 
society? For Peaches/Simone, 
the answer is clear: Because 
there is nothing good about 
American society, it must be 
exploded and completely rebuilt 
from scratch. The ruins of the 
Alabama church should become 
the ruins of racism in America. 
(Seattle Repertory Theatre, 
$17–$85.) CHARLES MUDEDE

APRIL 27–28

Dance Theatre of Harlem 50th 
Anniversary Celebration
Shortly after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., renowned dancer and choreographer Arthur 
Mitchell founded the fi rst African American classical 
ballet company: Dance Theatre of Harlem. On their 
50th anniversary, the troupe is touring with an 
interesting mix of works, touching on pieces infused 
with pop, classical, and modern music. The show 
kicks off with The Greatest, a tribute to Mitchell 
set to George Benson’s hit “The Greatest Love of 
All.” Then they roll through George Balanchine’s 
strange, angular Agon and Marius Petipa’s classic 
Le Corsaire. And the revival of Geoffrey Holder’s 

Dougla, which the New York Times calls 
“a kaleidoscope of costume, color, 

and choreography” about a mixed 
Indian and African wedding, is not 
to be missed. (Paramount Theatre, 

$25–$65.) RICH SMITH

MAY 4–19

‘Carmen’
In the popular imagination, 
opera is everything that 
Carmen is not: ungainly, 
grandiose, psychologically 

cartoonish, full of eardrum-bashing orchestration 
rather than sinuous, sexy tunes. But Georges Bizet’s 
Carmen is dark, intimate, catchy, and closer in plot 
to a fi lm noir than an epic. Expect Seattle Opera to 
bring a thoughtful and nuanced perspective, careful-
ly handling the dated theme of the exotic femme 
fatale. (McCaw Hall, $20–$335.) JOULE ZELMAN

CLOSING SAT MAY 4

‘Lemons Lemons Lemons
Lemons Lemons’
Imagine being able to fl irt with only 140 words a 
day. Honestly, it might solve a lot of problems. But 
in this dry, British rom-com from Sam Steiner, the 
government is imposing the rule, and government 
rules are always backed by the threat of state 
violence, which isn’t good for fl irting. Most of the 
time. Anyway, Sharif Ali and Mary Kate Moran star 
in the show from Theater Schmeater, and they’re 
good, so this play about a love triangle in a time of 
totalitarian rule should resonate. (Seattle Public 
Theater, $20.) RICH SMITH

CLOSING MON JULY 15

Trimpin: ‘Hear & Now’
Trimpin is a musical genius who builds room-sized 
art installations that are also instruments. Picture a 
Rube Goldberg machine exploded all over a room, 
but one you can play Beethoven on. This year, 

Trimpin is again partnering with students from Path 
with Art, a nonprofi t that works with homeless 
people to create original works of art. Together they’ll 
construct a new sound sculpture bursting with 
poetry, visual art, and, of course, music. Last year, 
they built a giant wagon that played music when you 
rolled it around, and I can’t wait to see what strange 
little machine they come up with this year. (Seattle 
Art Museum, free.) RICH SMITH

The weekly comedy night happens Wednesdays at 8:30 at the Clock-Out Lounge.
ALEX GARLAND

The Atomic Bombshells: 
Lost in Space!
Triple Door, May 8–11, 
$27–$45

Bechdel Test
Jet City Improv, Sat,
10 pm, $17/$18, through 
April 27

Cephalopod Appreciation
Society 2019
Hugo House, Wed May 1, 
7–9 pm, free

Language Rooms
The Slate Theater, Thurs–
Sat, 7:30 pm, $20, through 
May 4

The Master and 
Margarita: A Remix of 
Bulgakov
Theatre Off Jackson, 
Thurs–Sun, $25/$35, 
through April 27

Short 
List

Early Warnings
PAULA POUNDSTONE Moore Theatre, Fri May 10, 
8 pm, $33–$43

into that radical business,” Sarah says. The question 

exploded and completely rebuilt 

Alabama church should become 

Dougla, which the 
“a kaleidoscope of costume, color, 

and choreography” about a mixed 
Indian and African wedding, is not 
to be missed. (

$25–$65

MAY 4–19

‘Carmen’
In the popular imagination, 
opera is everything that 
Carmen
grandiose, psychologically 

                      ST
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O

JOKETELLERS UNION
Wednesdays, Clock-
Out Lounge, 8:30 pm, 
$7, 21+
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Y
ou know that moment when you’re 
in the middle of a hangout with 
your friends—slamming beers, in-
termittently hitting a bong, shov-
ing chips into your mouth, binging 

old episodes of Project Runway—and sud-
denly a drunk-stoned realization overtakes 
you. Maybe all this eagerness to get and stay 

intoxicated comes from 
a place of deep unhap-
piness and frustration 
with a perceived lack of 
control over your life.

The characters in Simon Hanselmann’s 
comics constantly wrestle with this mo-
ment. Instead of letting the smoke clear, go-
ing to bed, and shaking off this momentary 
recognition of existential anguish—they lean 
into it. With drugs, with drink, with dark-
ness, with weird sex, with selfishness, with 
addiction, with a lack of empathy.

In his first-ever museum exhibition, Bad 
Gateway at Bellevue Arts Museum, the Tas-
manian-born, Seattle-based artist displays 
drawings, sculptures, and every single page 
of his forthcoming book from Fantagraphics, 
also entitled Bad Gateway.

The most arresting element of the exhibi-
tion, however, are the four “vignettes,” which 
are essentially dioramas featuring life-size 

versions of the characters from his books. 
There are small “scripts” on the walls near 
them that tell the viewer what to glean from 
these various setups. One features Megg (a 
long-nosed green witch) in bed in her unbe-
lievably realistic messy room, surrounded 
by dirty laundry, cigarette butts, half-eaten 
pizza slices, and Diet Coke bottles full of piss. 
Another requires you to pull back a curtain to 

reveal a lingerie-clad Booger (a miserable and 
confused bogeyman) in a private moment in 
her bedroom, confronting the viewer, while a 
light flickers ominously in the corner.

Another places Megg, Mogg (her cat 
boyfriend), and Owl (a humanoid owl) on 
the couch, almost buried in filth, watching 
what sounds like Friends on a TV facing away 
from the viewer. Megg and Owl are made of 

repurposed mannequins found in BAM’s 
storage. Mogg is painted tinfoil. I challenge 
viewers to try to find the packet of McDonald’s 
Szechuan sauce hidden among all the trash.

“It’s a commentary on toxic fandom,” 
Hanselmann told me, referencing the clamor 
for the product after it was featured in the hit 
cartoon program Rick and Morty. “I’ve been 
saving that for a while.”

While it’s tempting to snap a picture of 
Megg in her trashy room and go “lol my life” 
(which, full disclosure, I did), this is not my 
life. I get stoned off a small amount of weed, 
try to keep my room tidy, and know when to 
stop drinking. Megg, Mogg, Owl, and compa-
ny have difficulty dealing with those things.

As for the new book (coming out in July), 
the original art is displayed in full on one side 
of the gallery, all of the 176 pages are lined up 
in three rows that wrap around half the room. 
Meticulously inked with a Mitsubishi Uni Pin 
01, then colored in with watercolor, gouache, 
and imported food coloring, these pages draw 
your attention to the level of detail and artist-
ry behind Hanselmann’s work. It’s impossible 
to read the whole story just standing there 
(though do try, if you wish). But stepping back, 
you get a sense of the artist’s ambition and 
vision, his diligence in exploring the dark re-
cesses of his visual imagination. n

Life-size versions of the artist’s characters using mannequins from BAM’s storage.
COURTESY OF BELLEVUE ARTS MUSEUM

Drinking, Weird Sex, Witches, and Owls
Simon Hanselmann’s beloved and fucked-up comics 

come to life at Bellevue Arts Museum.
BY JASMYNE KEIMIG

Top Picks
APRIL 25–MAY 31

Alessandro Gallo: ‘Most of the Time’
Alessandro Gallo’s clay sculptures are strange. 
There’s no denying this. A normal human body—in 
all its roundness, leanness, imperfections, behavior-

al dispositions—attached to a realistic animal head 
is like something pulled from the deepest recesses 
of the imagination. It’s a bit disconcerting, but also 
so satisfying. You may find yourself gravitating 
toward the hybrid you feel most embodies you—for 
me, it’s the flamingo woman sitting with her tote on 
the subway. The Italian-born, Montana-based artist 
will be showing new work at Abmeyer + Wood. 
Prepare to be amazed. (Abmeyer + Wood, Mon–
Sat, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

APRIL 27–SEPT 15

Cecilia Vicuña: ‘About to Happen’
This is the first major US solo exhibition of the 
prolific Chilean-born artist Cecilia Vicuña. The 
show will encompass sculpture, installation, 
drawing, video, text-based work, and found-object 
sculpture that date back to Vicuña’s practice in the 
1960s. Vicuña’s work is difficult to categorize, but 

it is resplendent and full of many possibilities—at 
once operating within conceptual art, land art, po-
etry, and feminist art practices. (Henry Art Gallery, 
Wed–Sun, $10.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

MAY 1–JUNE 15

‘(Our Love Is) Unbroken by Bars’
Childbirth is one of the most miraculous and 
dangerous things a human can do. A body brings 

SIMON 
HANSELMANN: 
BAD GATEWAY
Bellevue Arts Museum
Through Aug 11
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Early Warnings
LEGENDARY CHILDREN Seattle Art Museum, 
Fri May 10, 8 pm, free

MUSEUMS
Between Bodies
Henry Art Gallery, Wed–
Sun, $10, through April 28

Bold as Love: Jimi 
Hendrix at Home
Northwest African 
American Museum, Wed–
Sun, $7, through May 5

Bruce Conner: Untitled 
Prints
Henry Art Gallery, Wed–
Sun, $10, through April 28

Cherdonna Shinatra: 
DITCH
Frye Art Museum, Tues–
Sun, free, through April 28

The Rain Doesn’t Know 
Friends from Foes: 
Ramin Haerizadeh, 
Rokni Haerizadeh, 
Hesam Rahmanian
Frye Art Museum, Tues–
Sun, free, through April 28

Tschabalala Self
Frye Art Museum, Tues–
Sun, free, through April 28

The Vikings Begin
Nordic Museum, 
Tues–Sun, $20, through 
April 28

GALLERIES
Albert de Belleroche: 
Women of the Belle 
Epoque
Davidson Galleries, May 
3–June 1, Tues–Sat, free

Short 
List

new life into this world while sometimes risking 
its own well-being to do so—especially here in the 
United States, where we have the highest rate 
of maternal mortality in the industrialized world. 
Now imagine having to do it in chains. (Our Love 
Is) Unbroken by Bars tells the stories of the many 
women who gave birth while shackled in prison 
through the medium of photography, videog-
raphy, and painting, seeking to heal formerly 
incarcerated mothers and raise awareness of the 
injustice facing those who are still behind bars. 
The exhibition will also feature work by renowned 
street artists Jess X Snow and Shyama R. Kuver. 
(Center on Contemporary Art (CoCA), Thurs–Sat, 
free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

MAY 2–JUNE 1

Akio Takamori: ‘To Be Human’
The late Seattle-based ceramicist Akio Takamori 
breathed a different kind of life into his figurative 
sculptures—they somehow feel drawn, composed 
not of earthenware or clay, but of pigment and ink. 
They sometimes remind me of the softness, the 
pliability of my favorite dolls. Born and raised in 
Japan, Takamori’s largely autobiographical work 
engages the history of both Eastern and Western 
aesthetics, and the themes of cultural identity 
that ricochet between them and through him. 
In this show at James Harris Gallery, Takamori’s 
sculptures will be paired with related prints of his 
own making. (James Harris Gallery, Wed–Sat, 
free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

CLOSING SAT JUNE 1

Darren Waterston: ‘Vistas’
There’s a corroded quality to Darren Waterston’s 
paintings. They seem to be eaten away by some 
element or exposed to light for too long. The effect 
is kind of dreamy. Waterston’s work reflects the 
natural (think landscapes), but also maybe the 
otherworldly (like dreamscapes). Some of his 
paintings bring to mind a video I saw on Twitter of 
someone cracking open what looked to be a plain 
rock but then revealed layers of swirling, iridescent 
opal. His smaller watercolor and gouache pieces 
look like the insides of a geode. Take for example 
CURRENT STUDY NO. 4 with its large cloud-like 
white swirls and radiating pink light bursting from 
the right side—it’s quite literally heavenly. (Greg 
Kucera Gallery, Tues–Sat, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

CHERRÍE MORAGA
April 24, 7:30pm, $5
The Forum at Town Hall
The pioneering queer 
Latina feminist writer talks 
coming-of-age and the 
Mexican American diaspora.

MOKOOMBA & CHIMURENGA
RENAISSANCE
April 26, 7:30 pm, $15–$20
The Forum at Town Hall
A double-booked night of 
Zimbabwean rhythms and 
Afro-fusion.

NATHANIEL RICH
April 26, 7:30am, $5
The Summit on Pike
A detailed report of climate 
change denialism.

MARY NORRIS
May 1, 7:30am, $5
The Forum at Town Hall
The linguaphile’s fresh takes 
on old and modern Greece.

MOBY
May 10, 7:30pm, $5
Seattle First Baptist Church
The famous musician 
chronicles fame.

SANDRO GALEA
May 14, 7:30pm, $5
The Forum at Town Hall
A physician highlights 
what’s missing with 
healthcare–health.

TOWNHALLSEATTLE.ORG

http://townhallseattle.org/
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from...
POETRY SLAMS 
to POLICY PANELS 
DINOSAURS 
to DRONES
ANCIENT HISTORY 
to MODERN ART 
NEUROSCIENCE 
to NATURE 
CELLOS 
to CHEMISTRY 
METEORS 
to MEDITATION
ROCKET SCIENCE 
to ROCKING OUT
PALEONTOLOGISTS
to PIES 
OCTOGENARIANS 
to OCTOPUSES...

REOPENS 2019
TOWNHALLSEATTLE.ORG

http://townhallseattle.org/
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SAVAGE 
LOVE LIVE 
TICKETS AT SAVAGELOVECAST.COM/EVENTS

THE EGYPTIAN  // SEATTLE

Saturday, May 11th

Champion’s is fully stocked for

Cinco de Mayo
shop early for best availability!

CHAMPION PARTY SUPPLY
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK IN OUR NEW LOCATION:

1461 ELLIOTT AVE W • 206-284-1980

Balloons! 

Pinatas!Pinatas!Pinatas!Pinatas!Pinatas!

Costumes & 

Accessories! 
FREE PARKING ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF OUR BUILDING!

WWW.CHAMPIONPARTY.COM

Party 

decor! 

5242 NW Leary Ave, Seattle  (206) 784-5568
www.senormoose.com   ONLINE MENU

Sunday, 
May 5th

CINCO DE 
MAYO

Drink 
Specials 

Interested in catering?
seattlesenormoose@gmail.com

Happy Hour M-TH 4:30pm-6pm  Breakfast: Everyday 8am-3pm
Dinner: Sun-Thu 5pm-9pm & Fri-Sat 5pm-10pm

Senor Moose Cafe~ 

http://www.senormoose.com/
mailto:seattlesenormoose@gmail.com
http://savagelovecast.com/EVENTS
http://www.championparty.com/


Cinco de Mayo

Top Picks
SAT MAY 4

Cinco de Mayo Celebration
Every year, El Centro de la Raza hosts this Cinco de 
Mayo party to celebrate the richness of Mexican 
American culture (and the Mexican Army’s victory 
over the French in the Battle of Puebla on May 5, 
1862). Check it out for traditional food, an open-air 
market, a multicultural parade, live music (last 
year’s event saw performances from Los Folklore 
Mexicano Tonantzin and José Iñiguez), and art 
activities. (El Centro de la Raza, 11 am–6 pm, free.)

Fiesta 5K Olé &  
Food Truck Festival
Run, walk, or salsa your way through Capitol Hill, 
then revel in a food truck festival with 25 food 
and taco trucks, music, and a margarita garden 
featuring El Jimador Tequila and Tito’s Handmade 
Vodka. Options include Mexican nosh from Rancho 
Bravo, Filipino meets Southern comfort food from 
Kiss My Grits, gastropub grub from Bread and 
Circuses, Middle Eastern fare from Hallava Falafel, 
and more. (Volunteer Park, 9:30 am–4:30 pm, race 
registration $42.)

SUN MAY 5

15th Annual Cinco De Mayo 
Block Party
Over indulge in copious authentic Mexican food 
and libations with a margarita bar and an outdoor 
beer garden, and enjoy lucha libre and live music 
performances throughout the day. The truly 
masochistic/daring can rise to the challenge of a 
jalapeño eating contest. (Tacos Guaymas Green 
Lake, 12 pm – 2 am, $10, 21+.)

Cinco De Mayo at Eve
Lecosho chef Cody Westerfield’s farm-to-table 
pop-up, which grows ingredients at its own 
farm plot at Tuk Muk Farms in Woodinville, will 
commemorate the Battle of Puebla with a locally 
sourced, Latin-inspired six-course meal, along with 
snacks and optional beverage pairings from the bar 
and tunes from DJ Cide. (Eve, 6–9 pm, $60.)

Frelard Tamales + Populuxe 
Brewing: Cinco de Mayo
Tuck into some tamales from Frelard Tamales and 
wash them down with beer from Populuxe Brewing, 
including a special Mexican lager brewed especially 
for the occasion, while Mariachi Fiesta Mexicana 
provides the soundtrack. Kids and adults can take a 
whack at some piñatas that will release showers of 
Mexican candies. (Populuxe Brewing, 12–6 pm.)

NICOLE LABRIE

FOOD & DRINK
Cinco de Mayo & LWC’s 
Eighth Anniversary
Little Water Cantina, Sun 
May 5, 11:30 am–12 am

Cinco De Mayo at 
Chupacabra
El Chupacabra (West 
Seattle & Phinney), Sun 
May 5, 11 am–12 am

Cinco De Mayo 
Celebration
Taqueria Cantina,  
May 3–5, 11 am–11 pm

Entre Hermanos Cinco 
De Mayo Brunch
El Gallito, Sat May 4,  
12–2 pm, $50

MindFUELness: A 
Mindful Tequila Tasting 
Experience
W Seattle, Thurs May 2,  
6 pm, $35

Pecado Bueno’s Cinco 
De Mayo Weekend
Pecado Bueno, May 4–5

Taco Truck Challenge
Seattle Center, Sat May 4,  
11 am–5 pm, free/$5

Viva El Burrito - A  
Burrito Bar Brunch
W Seattle, Sun May 5,  
9 am–2 pm, $27

PARTIES
Cinco De Mayo  
Boat Party
The Islander Cruise Ship, 
Sat May 4, 9 pm, $35+

Cinco de Mayo  
Party Cruise
Waterways Cruises, Sat 
May 4, 9–11:30 pm, $62

First Annual Cinco De 
Mayo Party
Zocalo, Sun May 5, 12 pm

MUSIC
Cinco De May Day 
Slim’s Last Chance Chili 
Shack and Watering Hole, 
Sun May 5, 2 pm

Cinco de Mayo Fiesta 
con Los Flacos, Amigos 
Nobles, y Tomas Del Real
Tim’s Tavern,  
Sun May 5, 5 pm,  
$5 suggested donation

Cinco de Mayo with  
Tobias the Owl,  
SoCharls, Lucas Tayne
High Dive, Sun May 5,  
7 pm, $5/$8

Flor de Toloache,  
the Cumbieros,  
La Misa Negra
Nectar, May 4–5, 8 pm, 
$17–$20

Grunge Tree Presents 
Cinco de Mayo with 
Sixtwoseven and More 
Shade Than Sun
Substation, Sun May 5,  
9 pm, $8

Honduh Daze, Dead 
Obvious, Aromatics, 
Laser Beam
Lucky Liquor, Sun May 5, 
8 pm, $7

Snow Tha Product
The Showbox, Sun May 5, 
8 pm, $23/$25

Xtadium Cinco de Mayo
Xtadium, Sun May 5,  
8 pm–2 am, free

SPORTS & 
RECREATION
Margarita Mayhem 5K
Magnuson Park, Sat May 
4, 4:30–8 pm, $40/$50

ART
Guilty Mafia Presents: 
Speakeasy
Gold Bar, Sun May 5,  
6–10 pm, $15

Short 
List

Cinco de Mayo Celebration
El Centro de la Raza 55555

Wed 5/1 DIA DEL TRABAJO - ROOFTOP 
PATIO OPENS FOR THE SEASON!

Thu 5/2 AFTER AN EARLY EVENING WITH 
A HOST OF SEATTLE’S CELEBRITY 
BARTENDERS AT BARSMARTS THE 
EVENING CONTINUES.

Fri 5/3 

Sat 5/4

Sun 5/5

AUTHENTIC FOOD HAS NO BORDER
Mezcaleria • mezcaleriaoaxaca • 422 e. pine st.

DAYS OF CINCO DE MAYO DAYS OF CINCO DE MAYO DAYS OF CINCO DE MAYO DAYS OF CINCO DE MAYO DAYS OF CINCO DE MAYO 
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T
he concert flute is an instru- 
ment that requires sprightli-
ness and pep in your mother-
fucking step. Typically held 
away and to the right of the  

body, it demands good posture, 
coordination, dexterity—and, above all, 
lung capacity. The flute requires more 
air than any other instrument, even 
the tuba. In order to sustain a note, the 
flautist must have complete control over 
the amount of air held in their lungs, 
the speed at which it bursts through 
their lips, its flow. Diaphragmatic and 
circular breathing are musts. It might 
appear dainty, but the flute demands the 
physicality of an endurance runner.

Lizzo—born Me-
lissa Jefferson—plays 
flute while twerking, 
singing, and rapping 
for an audience. 
She dips, twiddles, 

snatches, screams, yells, dances, smiles, 
and shimmies, all without losing her 
breath. It’s incredible. And it’s incred-
ibly athletic. Watching her perform is 
like being a spectator at a rambunctious 
sporting event that involves sequins and 
ass jiggling.

The 30-year-old grew up in Houston 
but came up in the Minneapolis hiphop 
and R&B scene. She picked up the flute 
when she was 10—it was a gift from her 
late father—and even got into college on 
a music scholarship before she dropped out. 
That flute has a name, too: Sasha Flute. She’s 
a Muramatsu, and she has an Instagram fol-
lowing that, as of this writing, is more than 
60,000 people strong.

Sasha came to national prominence after 

an Instagram video of Lizzo performing a 
remix of “Big Shot” (off Kendrick Lamar’s 
Black Panther soundtrack) went viral. Cap-
tioned “HAVE U EVER SEEN A BITCH 
PLAY FLUTE THEN HIT THE SHOOT?!” it 
finds her delivering a furious flute solo before 

hitting “the shoot” with her backup dancers, 
finishing up the number with a “Bitch, you 
emotional!” and defiantly walking offstage.

The clip simultaneously brought Lizzo’s 
flute-playing talent to the forefront, cement-
ed her status as one of the most entertaining 

and disciplined performers in the game, 
and introduced another facet of her abil-
ities to newfound fans—this writer in-
cluded. It also revealed the athleticism 
Lizzo brings to the table, both mentally 
and physically.

And Lizzo talks about her career and 
everything she’s done from the perspec-
tive of an athlete.

In a February interview on British ra-
dio channel Capital FM, the singer said 
of her recent fame spurt: “Everything 
has just been building up to this. I’m a 
slow burn; I’m a gradual build. I’m not 
like an overnight sensation type of girl, 
’cause I want to have a long career.” It’s 
true—Lizzo has been training for years, 
focused, building muscle. Having the 
stamina and thirst to make an impact 
in the music industry needs mara-
thon-level training, which she’s earned 
by constant touring. She makes even the 
smallest venues feel like arena shows.

Her major-label debut and third al-
bum, Cuz I Love You, dropped April 19 and 
has been making waves across the nation. She 
even got the revered Missy Elliott to hop on a 
song, the thick bitch anthem “Tempo.” Seems 
like 2019 is the year of Lizzo taking over the 
mainstream. And God, am I ready for it. ■

Top Picks
THURS APRIL 25

Cultivate: Dillinja
  DJ   It’s a major coup for Substation to book 
Dillinja (aka Karl Francis), a prime mover in the 
UK’s potent drum & bass movement since 1993. 
His production style accentuates rapid, punishing 
beats, abrasive textures, and ominous atmo-
spheres—all the qualities that made hundreds 
of thousands of folks flip for D&B in the 1990s. 
Check out cuts such as “Hard Noize” and “Acid 
Track” for proof. Despite his unquestionable 
underground cred, Dillinja’s also remixed tracks 
by major stars such as Björk, David Bowie, Soul II 
Soul, and Basement Jaxx. That’s clout and range. 
(Substation, 9 pm, $15.) DAVE SEGAL

Old Time Relijun, Lindstrom and 
the Limit
  ROCK/POP   Northwestern renegades Old Time 
Relijun are one of those rock groups that you can 
tell possess a surplus of kundalini. Their jagged, 
feral songs burst with that primal energy you 
hear in bands such as Pop Group, Birthday Party, 
and Blurt. After a long hiatus, leader and master 
of the articulate grunt Arrington de Dionyso 
shunted OTR back into action with upright bassist 
Aaron Hartman, drummer Germaine Baca, and 
saxophonist Benjamin Hartman. Their new album, 
See Now and Hear, storms the reality asylum 
with increased funkiness and a predilection for 
Can-like rhythmic punchiness. Against the odds, 
OTR have come back from a long layoff with their 
most galvanizing batch of rock brut, which seems 

more necessary now than ever. (Sunset Tavern, 
8:30 pm, $13.) DAVE SEGAL

Seagaze: True Primitives, This 
Blinding Light, Lost Echoes, BPA
  ROCK/POP   The nearly monthlong Seagaze Fest 
celebrates the Northwest’s love of 1980s/90s 
shoegaze; a sound glazed with melodies and 
a LOT of noise—perhaps originally inspired by 
overindulgences in shitty, strychnine-speedy, $5 
blotter, incidental warehouse reverb, and, uh, the 
Beach Boys. Tonight’s bill sorts Seattle locals This 
Blinding Light, who play cool rockin’ indie, and 
Blackpool Astronomy, who sculpt songs around 
thick, dark melodies, with two PDX groups, Lost 
Echoes, who frame atmosphere onto melody on 
top of indie pop, plus headliners True Primitives, 
who promise to smother us with their dreamy 
mid-tempo floaters. (Lo-Fi, 8 pm, $10.) MIKE NIPPER

FRI APRIL 26

Depth: Rrose, Raica, Gag Reflex
  DJ   Rrose is my favorite techno producer. On 
release after release on their own Eaux label and 
via other imprints, Rrose accesses the deepest 
realms of hypnotic minimal techno, sometimes 
going ethereal, but more often conjuring dense, 
swarming atmospheres that hint at malignant 
forces in the matrix. Too dark for most clubs and 
getting darker by the year, Rrose’s music taps 
into that commonplace dystopian vein in dance 
music, but their take on it somehow carries 
added gravitas and writhes with more fasci-
nating shades of black (check “Waterfall” for an 
example). To be honest, I’m still recovering from 
Rrose’s synapse-dissolving 2013 set at Electric 
Tea Garden. (Kremwerk, 10 pm, $12.) DAVE SEGAL

Hiphop’s Leading Flautist
Lizzo’s flute has more than 60,000 followers on Instagram.

BY JASMYNE KEIMIG

LIZZO
Sun April 28, 
Showbox Sodo,  
8 pm, $29.50,  
all ages

Lit up like a crystal ball: Minneapolis rapper, singer, and flautist Lizzo. LUKE GILFORD

“I’m a slow burn; 
I’m a gradual build. 

I’m not like an 
overnight sensation 

type of girl.”
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King Princess, Banoffee,  
Miss Texas 1988
  ROCK/POP   I love Miss Texas 1988—she commits. 
I recently saw her onstage at Cucci’s Critter Barn 
drinking a giant bottle of vodka and shoveling choco-
lates into her mouth to Celine Dion’s “All by Myself.” 
The Seattle-by-way-of-Minnesota queen quite 
literally throws herself into her performance, using 
her best tool—her body—to express and height-
en emotion. She’ll be supporting headliner and 
multi-instrumentalist King Princess, whose smoky 
vocals and pop beats explore queerness, desire, and 
love. I’m walking down the aisle to her track “Pussy 
Is God,” because, well, it is. (The Showbox, 8:30 pm, 
all ages, $25 (sold out).) JASMYNE KEIMIG

Mokoomba, Chimurenga 
Renaissance
  FUNK/REGGAE   If you want a night of the purest 
African headcharge out there, do not miss this 
show, which features two very progressive African 
bands, Mokoomba and Chimurenga Renaissance. 
The former is based in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, 
and the latter is based in Seattle, but it features a 
member, Tendai “Baba” Maraire, who is Zimbabwe-
an by blood. (Maraire is also one-half of Shabazz 
Palaces.) Mokoomba’s sound is like nothing I have 

heard before—a swinging mix of Afro pop, Brit 
pop, American rock and soul, and Jamaican ska. 
Chimurenga Renaissance’s direction is Afrofuturist. 
In their music, one hears the ancient ruins of Great 
Zimbabwe transformed into a spaceship guided by 
spirits. This show will take you there. (Town Hall, 
7:30 pm, $20.) CHARLES MUDEDE

The Spring Quartet: Jack DeJohn- 
ette, Joe Lovano, Esperanza 
Spalding, Leo Genovese
  JAZZ   If you see Esperanza Spalding and Jack 
DeJohnette on a bill, buy a ticket. Spalding is the 
not-so-new rising star of jazz and adjacent genres 
(R&B, bossa nova, neo soul) who plays bass, both 
upright and electric, like she was born under a 
low-end sun. Her scatting and singing have a 
honeyed, soulful quality. DeJohnette is a highly 
influential vet drummer of jazz whose extensive 
résumé includes work with Keith Jarrett, Miles 
Davis, Bill Evans, Herbie Hancock, Alice Coltrane, 
and so many others. On this tour, they land in 
Seattle as part of the jazz-pushing Spring Quartet, 
which also features saxophonist, alto clarinetist, 
and flautist Joe Lovano, and Argentine keysman/
composer Leo Genovese. (Moore Theatre, 8 pm, 
all ages, $43–$63.) LEILANI POLK

SAT APRIL 27

Gooch Palms, Downtown,  
Quid Quo
  ROCK/POP   Gooch Palms aren’t necessarily doing 
anything super new with their up-tempo, lo-fi, 
punky, quirky tunes, but that doesn’t mean their 
music isn’t immensely enjoyable and fun as fuck. 
The Australian duo give off giant waves of energy 
on their tracks, and translating into their live perfor-
mances. Their latest single, “Are We Wasted?” asks 
that pertinent question over a fuzzed-out, blown-
out guitar and heavy drums. Gooch Palms will be 
joined by two Seattle acts: electro synth-punk 
band Downtown, whose songs barrage you with 
sound, and Quid Quo, a punk/post-punk trio whose 
songs make you want to eat pizza and jump around. 
(Clock-Out Lounge, 9 pm, $8/$10.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

Peter Bjorn and John
Wed May 1 at Crocodile

King Princess

CLARE GILLEN

JOHAN BERGMARK
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Seagaze: The Prids, Black Nite 
Crash, Mother Mariposa, National 
Honor Society, Sick Wish
  ROCK/POP   Seagaze Fest continues, and it looks 
like we’re getting more sweetness and light 
tonight! Right, so we’re set to get dunked in Black 
Nite Crash’s melodic fuzz bath, dance music from 
Mother Mariposa, cool, well-written, danceable 
pop from National Honor Society, and, from Boise, 
Sick Wish. Sick Wish play jams as if they know-
ingly filtered their ideas of cool through a ox of 
unknown new wave 45s. Oh, DUH, can’t forget 
the headliners, the Prids. I reckon y’all know ’em, 
though, as they’re well-trod and well-loved for 
their angelic, dual voxxed, veiled-in-rever  indie 
rock. (Lo-Fi, 8 pm, $12/$15.) MIKE NIPPER

Turnover, Turnstile, Reptaliens, 
Big Bite
  ROCK/POP   Led by Portland bassist/vocalist 
Bambi Browning and keyboardist Cole Browning, 
Reptaliens sound like Broadcast or Peaking Lights, 
if they subsisted on a diet of cotton candy. On 
their albums FM-2030 and VALIS, the married duo 
sprinkle lite electronic and dub elements over their 
dulcet pop songs that, as the titles “Ubik” and VALIS 
prove, draw inspiration from cult sci-fi author hilip 

. ick. ut if you were expecting that writer s 
paranoiac vibe to creep into Reptaliens’ music, you’d 
be disappointed. These tunes whisk you away to 
immaculate fantasy worlds where conflict is a mere 
rumor. Reptaliens are wizards of “ahs.” (The Show-
box, 8 pm, all ages, $25/$30.) DAVE SEGAL

SUN APRIL 28

Gifted Gab, the Cause and Effect 
Band, Blimes, DJ Vega
  HIPHOP/RAP   Gifted Gab is one of the best rappers 
in the game, period. er lyrics and flow are inci-
sive, precise, even gravity altering. On 4/20 (ay!), 
Gab released her latest album, Cause & Effect, 
which only solidified her exalted status here in 
her native city. On “AND 1/Hurricane G,” Gab is out 
for lood. e Gon  oll  finds the entral istrict 
rapper instructing a lover about how to roll a joint 
over a sensuous beat. Gab will be celebrating the 
release of Cause & Effect at the Crocodile, joined 
by San Francisco rapper and frequent collaborator 

Blimes as well as DJ Vega. Gifted Gab is the king 
and the queen MC of Seattle. Come through and 
pay your respects accordingly. (Crocodile, 7 pm, 
all ages, $15.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

MON APRIL 29

SWMRS, Beach Goons,  
Destroy Boys
  ROCK/POP   SWMRS (aka swimmers, fka Emily’s 
Army) seem to have outgrown a strictly punk 
label. There’s still that ass-kicking rebellious musi-
cal appeal and political, antiestablishment lyrics, 
but songs on just released full-length Berkeley’s 
on Fire have distinctive new wave jangle and 
bounciness, British post-punk snottiness, pop-
punk melodic sense, and alt rock crunchiness. The 
up eat and discordant title track reflects on the 
current climate on college campuses and the me-
dia’s over (or under) dramatization of events. Other 
standouts include the fun, monkey-hooting and 
synth-kicking “Lose Lose Lose” and fuzzy cheeky 
album closer “Steve Got Robbed,” about a dude 
who gets robbed twice in one night: “But they 
won’t ever learn to steal what’s most important / 
So put your hands up and make a fuck sign / And 
point it at the plutocrats who wanna control your 
life.” (El Corazon, 8 pm, all ages, $19.) LEILANI POLK

TUES APRIL 30

Nick Waterhouse, Ben Pirani
  SOUL/R&B   The music of Nick Waterhouse sounds 
like it was beamed straight from 1961, drawing 
heavily on doo-wop, rockabilly, rhythm and blues, 
and jazz, with heavy dashes of modern blue-eyed 
soul. “Katchi,” featuring guest Leon Bridges, is 
studded with some charming, deep-timbered 
“doo-wop a doo-wop, shoopi doobi doo-wops” and 

Helado Negro
Sun May 5 at Columbia City Theater

SWMRS

ANNA GROTH-SHIVE

COURTESY OF THE BAND
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a fun, catchy hook using a word Bridges’s family 
made up for a nice massage or a loving touch. 
(In this context, they’re obviously howling about 
sex—“She give me katchi, all night long”—a nod 
to the vintage style of using double entendre and 
innuendo.) The guitarist and singer-songwriter is 
currently on tour behind his eponymous fourth LP. 
(Crocodile, 7 pm, all ages, $18.) LEILANI POLK

WED MAY 1

Peter Bjorn and John, Jonathan 
Something
  ROCK/POP   It’s been 13 years since Peter Bjorn 
and John released “Young Folks,” but I bet you still 
recall that whistle-laden, syrupy-sweet and sticky 
indie-pop track from 2006, because it was picked 
up by the mainstream and ruined in the main-
stream way: ubiquity. That shit was everywhere 
for a hot minute. A lot of evolving and five al ums  
worth of music has happened since then, including 
last year’s Darker Days. PBJ have retained that 
quality of bright, catchy introspection, especially 
in tracks like the fun-swinging “One for the Team,” 
though they explore the title’s darker sonic 
territories in “Every Other Night,” which sounds like 
early ’80s post-punk, and the slinky grooving burn 
of “Sick and Tired.” Pitchfork calls it their strongest 
outing since Writer’s Block (which spawned 
“Young Folks”), and while I hate agreeing with that 
online rag, in this case, they might be right. (Croco-
dile, 8 pm, all ages, $25.) LEILANI POLK

THURS MAY 2

AP: Cruel Diagonals
  ELECTRONIC   A CliffsNotes description of Cruel 
Diagonals might be something like “voice-centric 
ambient music,” the domain of artists like Grouper 
or Julianna arwick, who conjure up eatific, 
self-contained worlds out of little more than 
vocals and negative space. Bay Area musician 
Megan Mitchell’s project, though, is more fever 
dream than reverie. Mitchell’s debut, Disambigua-
tion, is a heavy record, characterized by brooding 
atmospheres, field recordings, distant layered 
vocals, and forceful percussion sampled from 
archival sources. Those drums give her nebulous 
music uncommon rhythmic heft; a few tracks 
could even pass for ultra-minimalist techno. 

itchell arrives with a refined personal sonic 
vocabulary, no small feat in experimental music. 
(Kremwerk, 7 pm, $10.) ANDREW GOSPE

Versing, Big Bite, Hoop
  ROCK/POP   Making the leap to Sub Pop subsidiary 
Hardly Art, Seattle quartet Versing are one of the 
city’s freshest rock bands. Their debut full-length 

for the label, 10000, abounds with tantalizing guitar 
tones and songs that magnify and synthesize the 
best traits of Sonic Youth, My Bloody Valentine, 
Pavement, and Wire circa Chairs Missing. Versing’s 
mastery of discord and dynamics allows them to 
wring many interesting variations on their subtly 
boisterous rock. Leader Daniel Salas’s vocal non-
chalance recalls Stephen Malkmus and Thurston 
Moore, but it belies acute social and political lyrics 
that stimulate beneath the melodious clangor. 
Turns out we can postpone rock’s funeral for now. 
(Chop Suey, 8 pm, $10.) DAVE SEGAL

FRI MAY 3

Emma Lee Toyoda, the 
Wednesdays, Sigh, Artemis
  ROCK/POP   Everyone’s favorite soft punk, Emma 
Lee Toyoda, is coming out with a new EP, i don’t 
wanna play ur show. The title track rips open with 
the lines “I’m not your model minority / No, I don’t 
want you to look at me / Oh no, I don’t wanna play 
your show.” We are supposed to understand the 
title on a literal level, but also as a bucking of preju-
dice and racism—ELT isn’t here to perform for you! 
It’s a punk as fuck declaration. The release show 
will also feature arts and crafts, face painting, flash 
tats, and the like. Support comes from Vancouver, 

, indie outfit igh and eattle punk rockers 
the Wednesdays. (Black Lodge, 8:30 pm, $10.) 
JASMYNE KEIMIG

Telekinesis, Sontalk
  ROCK/POP   Seattle multi-instrumentalist/vocalist 
Telekinesis (aka Michael Benjamin Lerner) has 
proved himself a facile craftsman of instanta-
neously memorable melodies over the course of 
five al ums for indie powerhouse erge ecords 
since 2009. His songsmithing skews toward the 
accessible without sounding overly cloying, and 
his control of dynamics is impeccable. Dabbling 
with electronic music on 2015’s Ad Infinitum 
did not diminish Lerner s knack for finessing 
infectious tunes. The new Effluxion LP returns 
to the classic elekinesis approach, reaffirming 
that Lerner is simply a stone-cold studio pro 
who emits beguiling melodies like most people 
breathe. (Neumos, 8 pm, $15.) DAVE SEGAL

Versing

Telekinesis

GORDON DE LOS SANTOS

MARIAH CLAIRE TIFFANY

RACHEL DEMY

2200 2ND AVE H CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE
H MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM H

4/25
THURSDAY

The Crocodile Presents.

¿TÉO?
All Ages

4/25
THURSDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Old Time Relijun @ The Sunset
21 & Over

4/26
FRIDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Ceschi & Factor Chandelier w/Band 
@ High Dive
21 & Over

4/26
FRIDAY

The Crocodile Presents.

Massy Ferguson  
21 & Over

4/27
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Lauren Ruth Ward @ The Sunset
21 & Over

4/28
SUNDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Gifted Gab 
Cause and Effect Album Release Party
Blimes Brixton, DJ Vega    All Ages

4/30 NICK WATERHOUSE 5/1 PETER BJORN AND JOHN 5/2 BLU & EXILE 5/3 WE LOVE JOSH 5/4 WILD 
BELLE 5/7 ANTHONY FANTANO 5/10 FM-84 5/11 MY LIFE WITH THE THRILL KILL KULT 5/12 FAMILY OF THE 
YEAR 5/13 THE UNLIKELY CANDIDATES & IRONTOM 5/16 CAMP COPE 5/17 BEA MILLER 5/18 THE FAINT
5/20 SYLAR 5/21 FRENSHIP 5/22 ALLAN RAYMAN 5/23 TANGO ALPHA TANGO 5/25 SKELETONWITCH 

FE
AT

UR
ED

Tue 10/15
DELTA RAE

Sat 7/6  
THE 

ARISTOCRATS

Mon 6/24 
CEREMONY + 
SHEER MAG

TIMES LISTED
ARE SHOW TIMES. 

DOORS OPEN 
30-60 MINUTES 

BEFORE.

FOLLOW US ON FB, TWITTER & INSTAGRAM

Fri 4/26 & Sat 4/27
91.3 KBCS PRESENTS 

THE LIL SMOKIES
4/26 THE MICHIGAN RATTLERS

4/27 NICK FOSTER BAND
9PM $18/$20

4/25 SANTA POCO, 5/2 WILD POWWERS, 5/15 LIZ COOPER & THE STAMPEDE, 5/21 SLAID CLEVES, 5/22 
TK & THE HOLY KNOW NOTHINGS/T SISTERS, 5/23 GREAT AMERICAN TRAINWRECK, 5/24 & 5/25 IVAN & 
ALOSHA, 5/27 RHETT MILLER, 5/29 THE SUITCASE JUNKET, 5/30 WHITNEY MONGÉ, 5/31 TEN MILES WIDE

Saturday 5/4
FUNK/SOUL/R & B

ELDRIDGE GRAVY 
& THE 

COURT SUPREME
BRASSMATICS
BABY GRAMPS

9PM $13

Sunday 5/5
ABOVE & BEYOND ALT ROCK

THE BREVET
PRETTY AKWARD

8PM $12/$14

Monday 5/6
JUKE JOINT SWING

WAYNE 
“THE TRAIN” 

HANCOCK
GUS CLARK & THE LEAST 

OF HIS PROBLEMS
8PM $15

Tuesday 5/14
NASHVILLE INDIE FOLK

WILLIAM TYLER
CAHALEN MORRISON

8PM $15

Wednesday 4/24
KEXP PRESENTS

CHARLEY CROCKETT
JESSE DANIEL

8PM $15

Monday 4/29
TEXAS SINGER/SONGWRITER

HAYES CARLL
BEN DICKEY

8PM $25

Tuesday 4/30
91.3 KBCS PRESENTS

THE CACTUS 
BLOSSOMS

JACK KLATT
8PM $15/$18

Wednesday 5/1
GOOD TIME DRINKING MUSIC

WYNCHESTER
CALEB & WALTER

8PM $12

Friday 5/3
INDIE FOLK ROCK

LADY LAMB
KATIE VON SCHLEICHER

ALEX SCHAAF
9PM $16/$18

http://thecrocodile.com/
http://www.thecrocodile.com/


urda

SEA MONSTER
LIVE MUSIC

21+ only

SEAMONSTERLOUNGE.COM
206 992-1120 • 2202 N 45th St • Seattle 

7PM 
10PM

TUESDAY NIGHTS 
EMILY MCVICKER OPEN MIC 
JOE DORIA PRESENTS:
Live B3 organ jazz funk FREE

8PM 
10PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Live SOUL, FUNK  
& JAZZ bands  FREE

8PM 
10PM

THURSDAY NIGHTS 
NEW LIVE BANDS 
PROUD & NASTY OPEN JAM FREE

9PM FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS
Live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE $10

7PM 
10PM

CUBAN/LATIN SATURDAYS 
700 FUNK SATURDAY $10

SEA MONSTER RADIO SHOW 
now playing on 

KBFG 107.3FM NW Seattle at KBFGseattle.com 
SEATTLE WAVE RADIO at seattlewaveradio.com 
SPACE 101.1FM NE Seattle at space101fm.org 

RAINIER AVENUE RADIO at rainieravenueradio.world

http://seamonsterlounge.com/
http://seattlewaveradio.com/
http://space101fm.org/
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SAT MAY 4

Wild Belle, Terri Terri
  ROCK/POP   As Wild Belle, siblings Elliot and Natalie 
Bergman synthesize the headiest elements of 
reggae, du , and ska, and add flavors of Afro eat, 
psych pop, and groovy funk. lliot is a multi-instru-
mentalist whose incredi ly diverse arsenal includes 
saxophone, electric kalim a, and hand- uilt ronze 
and steel instruments like bells he makes by melting 
down guns and ullet casings. atalie s vocals are 
a mix of talk-singing, white-girl toasting, and huskily 
mesmerizing melodies that move etween slinking 
croons and sweetly soaring elts. ild elle land in 
town ehind their third full-length, Everybody One 
of a Kind. arm-up from LAs dark-pop purveyor 
Terri Terri, the project of Mark Noseworthy (Edward 

harpe and the agnetic eros . (Crocodile, 8 pm, 
all ages, $18.  LEILANI POLK

SUN MAY 5

Helado Negro, Tasha
  ROCK/POP   This Is How You Smile is the sixth 
al um from o erto arlos Lange under his 

elado egro moniker. t marries mellowed-out 
synths with earnest, melancholic folk in a way 
that escapes with your heart. t s mature, focused, 
fleshed-out pure love. lease on t lease,  the 

uiet opener, is familiar and cozy. Lange sings over 
a vi raphone. t sounds like rain-soaked pavement 
after a tropical thunderstorm. he most intimate 
of walks. n ais u lado  ( loudy ountry , 
Lange sings in a mix of panish and nglish while 
softly strumming an acoustic guitar. elado egro 
connects with his listeners through the rainy bits 
of spring to the full loom of summer. (Columbia 
City Theater, 8 pm, $15.  JASMYNE KEIMIG

MON MAY 6

Wand, the Lavender Flu,  
Great Spiders
  ROCK/POP   ory anson of and (and other outfits  
is challenging fellow Los Angeles rag ity artist 
and occasional bandmate Ty Segall for the busiest 
mofo in indie-rock crown. roductivity without 

uality control is unk, o viously, ut and have 
kept the levels high since s Ganglion Reef. 
The new Laughing Matter radiates George Harrison 
circa All Things Must Pass vi es. and are a font of 
garage-psych epicness, mastering that controlled 
bombastic tunefulness thing just as well as Tame 
mpala, ut with a fraction of the fan ase. ortland s 

Lavender lu are a secret supergroup doing wonder-
ful, enigmatic things to rock-song structure, creating 

coloring-outside-the-lines eauty out of distorted 
guitars, ramshackle rhythms, and slack-motherfuck-
er vocals. (Sunset Tavern, 7:30 pm, $15.  DAVE SEGAL

TUES MAY 7

Emily Wells
  ROCK/POP   ne of my favorite al ums of  
was the self-titled full-length from illowfight, 
the sexy grooving project of vocalist/composer/
arranger/multi-instrumentalist/producer mily 

ells and an the Automator. he solo work of 
classically trained Wells is more experimental 
and finds her mixing traditional techni ues and in-
strumentation (cello, viola, and violin, oth owed 
and plucked) with modern styles and technology 
(analog synth, drum machine), pitting her seduc-
tive, sometimes multi-tracked velvet-silk vocals 
against it all. he usually employs live looping 
and sampling to uild her dramatic, gothic-vi ing, 
exploratory sound in a concert setting. (Sunset 
Tavern, 7:30 pm, $13/$15.  LEILANI POLK

MAY 8–9

Beach House
  ROCK/POP   There is something so rich and 
sumptuous a out the seventh outing from dreamy 
Baltimore pop duo Beach House, aptly titled 7. 

omething a out it feels so very eattle moody, 
gray, and damp, yet stunningly awash in color and 
sparkling and glinting with a peek of sun. hich is 
exciting, ecause  loved each ouse after their 

 de ut, Devotion, but felt pretty blasé about 
everything that came after, up until 7. ou know 
who also loves each ouse  harles udede. 

hen  asked him why, he replied, hey relax 
me   love that exhausted mood.  hich  never 
really thought about, but it makes perfect sense: 
Their music is dazzling, yet its ethereal lassitude 
envelops you like a warm sonic lanket. (Moore 
Theatre, 8 pm, all ages, $33–$36.  LEILANI POLK

Beach House
ay  at oore heatre

SHAWN BRACKBILL

RES

 

www.highlineseattle.com
210 Broadway Ave E • 21+

Dinner service everyday 5-11pm

WEEKLY ON 

MONDAYS: 
FUCK YEAH BINGO 

7-9PM

Wednesday, April 24
MECHANISMUS PRESENTS:

HANTE.
Box And The Twins

9PM $12-$15

Thursday, April 25
UADA

Wormwitch
Cloak

Isenordal
8PM $13-$16

Friday, April 26
VOUNA
Eye Of Nix

Geist And The Sacred
Ensemble
Sataray

9PM $10-$13

Sunday April 28
EFFECT PEDAL SWAP!

5PM FREE

Saturday, May 4
BRAINOIL

Bell Witch
Fetid

9PM $10-$13

Thursday, May 9
GOOD CO

SWINGROWERS
w/Dj Everfree

8PM $10-$15

Friday, May 10
POUNDER

Gygax
Skelator

T-Rox
9PM $12-$15

Tuesday, May 14
INANIMATE 
EXISTENCE

Flub
Aethereus

Pound
9PM $12

Thursday, May 16
CRAWL

Caligula Cartel
9PM $12-$15

Friday, May 17
BENEFIT FOR JEFF MCNULTY

TOECUTTER
Acid Teeth
Open Veins

Prison
9PM $12

http://www.highlineseattle.com/


Music

The 1975, Pale Waves, 
No Rome
WaMu Theater, Thurs  
April 25, 8 pm, all ages, 
$57

Afro-Cuban All Stars
Edmonds Center for the 
Arts, Fri April 26, 7:30 pm, 
all ages, $44–$59

Arlo Guthrie
Moore Theatre, Tues  
April 30, 7:30 pm, all ages, 
$37–$77

Audioasis Presents: 
Wild Powwers, Beverly 
Crusher, Matriarch
Tractor Tavern, Thurs  
May 2, 8 pm, $10

¿Téo?, Maro, Samson
Crocodile, Thurs April 25, 
8 pm, all ages, $15

Bass Drum of Death
Sunset Tavern, Tues  
April 30, 8 pm, $13

Ben Kweller, MainMan, 
Modern Love Child
Barboza, Fri April 26,  
6 pm, $18/$20

The Bouncing Souls, 
The Bronx, Skinny 
Lister, Sharp/Shock
El Corazón, Mon May 6,  
7 pm, all ages, $28/$30

Daedelus, J-Justice, 
WD4D
Nectar, Thurs April 25,  
8 pm, $13/$18

Dance Gavin Dance, 
Don Broco, Hail the 
Sun, CoVet, Thousand 
Below
The Showbox, Wed  
May 8, 7 pm, all ages, 
$25/$28

The Delfonics with 
Greg Hill
Jazz Alley, April 30– 
May 1, 7:30 pm,  
all ages, $37

Dimmer Twins (Pat-
terson Hood & Mike 
Cooley of Drive-By 
Truckers)
McMenamins Elks 
Temple, Wed May 8,  
8 pm, all ages, $30

An Evening with  
Ottmar Liebert &  
Luna Negra
Triple Door, April 26–27, 
all ages, $45–$55

Fucked & Bound, 
Haunted Horses, 
Convictions
Clock-Out Lounge, Fri 
April 26, 9 pm, $10/$12

George Thorogood & 
The Destroyers
Snoqualmie Casino,  
Fri May 3, 8 pm,  
$40–$60

Ha-Yang Kim: Terminals
Chapel Performance 
Space, Sat April 27,  
8 pm, all ages, $5–$15

ionnalee | iamamiwhoami, 
Allie X
The Showbox, Fri May 3,  
8:30 pm, all ages, 
$27/$30

Jessica Pratt,  
Business of Dreams
Fremont Abbey Arts 
Center, Fri April 26,  
7:30 pm, all ages, 
|$17/$20

Juice WRLD, Ski Mask 
The Slump God,  
Lyrical Lemonade
WaMu Theater, Sun  
April 28, 8 pm,  
all ages, $110

Kero Kero Bonito, 
Jaakko Eino Kalevi
Neumos, Thurs April 25, 
8 pm, all ages, $18/$20 
(sold out)

Knife Knights,  
Ray Porter, DJ Thee
McMenamins Elks 
Temple, Thurs April 25,  
8 pm, all ages, free

Léon
Neptune Theatre,  
Wed May 8, 8 pm, all 
ages, $19/$21

Lil Mosey, Yung Bans, 
Lil Tjay, Polo G, C Glizzy, 
Bandkids
Showbox Sodo, Sat  
April 27, 7:30 pm, all ages, 
$35–$125

Nargiz
Moore Theatre, Tues 
May 7, 8 pm, all ages, 
$45–$125

The Pack A.D., The 
Fame Riot, Skates!
The Funhouse, Thurs  
May 2, 8:30 pm, $12/$14

Passion Pit
Showbox Sodo, Tues  
May 7, 8 pm, all ages, $35

Raica, Vox Mod,  
Wristboi, Leash
Belltown Yacht Club, 
Thurs April 25, 8 pm

Rival Sons,  
The Sheepdogs
Neptune Theatre, Thurs 
May 2, 8 pm, all ages, 
$21/$24 (sold out)

Slushii
WaMu Theater, Fri April 
26, 7 pm, all ages, $27

St. Lucia
Neumos, Tues May 7,  
7 pm, all ages, $40/$45

Wayne “The Train”  
Hancock, Gus Clark 
& the Least of His 
Problems
Tractor Tavern, Mon  
May 6, 8 pm, $15

Short 
List

Early Warnings
JORJA SMITH, KALI UCHIS WaMu Theater, Mon May 20, 8 pm, $37/$45

NEIL YOUNG WITH PROMISE OF THE REAL Paramount Theatre, May 20–21, 7:30 pm, $56–$246

KHALID, CLAIRO Tacoma Dome, Sun July 7, 7:30 pm, $40–$304

ROCKSTAR ENERGY DRINK DISRUPT FESTIVAL White River Amphitheatre, Tues July 23, 1:30 pm, $20–$170

MARTINA MCBRIDE Tulalip Resort Casino, Thurs July 25, 7 pm

PAT BENATAR & NEIL GIRALDO Emerald Queen Casino, Fri July 26, 8:30 pm

THE PSYCHEDELIC FURS, JAMES, DEAR BOY Showbox Sodo, Tues July 30, 8 pm, $41/$45

BLONDIE, ELVIS COSTELLO & THE IMPOSTERS Chateau Ste. Michelle, Sat Aug 10, 6:30 pm, $69–$145

HERBIE HANCOCK & KAMASI WASHINGTON Marymoor Park, Fri Aug 16, 6:45 pm, $50–$90

THING Fort Worden State Park, Aug 24–25

CAKE, BEN FOLDS, TALL HEIGHTS Marymoor Park, Fri Sept 6, 6 pm, $55–$100

DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE, CAR SEAT HEADREST Marymoor Park, Sept 7–8, 6:30 pm, $45–$90

BRYAN ADAMS WaMu Theater, Wed Sept 18, 8 pm, $160–$428

GHOST, NOTHING MORE WaMu Theater, Thurs Sept 19, 7:30 pm, $37–$160

DROPKICK MURPHYS, CLUTCH, RUSS RANKIN WaMu Theater, Tues Oct 15, 6:45 pm, $45/$50

ANDREW BIRD, MESHELL NDEGEOCELLO Paramount Theatre, Sat Oct 19, 8 pm, $37–$47

SARA BAREILLES WaMu Theater, Tues Oct 22, 8 pm, $40–$350

LUKE COMBS, MORGAN WALLEN, JAMESON RODGERS Tacoma Dome, Sat Nov 2, 7 pm, $25–$45

THE CINEMATIC ORCHESTRA Neptune Theatre, Mon Nov 18, 8 pm, $29/$34
THE TIN TABLE LOCAL, SUSTAINABLE FOOD 

AWARD-WINNING COCKTAILS
www.THETINTABLE.com

PLUS, JOIN US ACROSS THE HALL AT CENTURY BALLROOM FOR A NIGHT OF DANCING

MONDAYS •  8pm Social
THURSDAYS •  9pm Intro Lesson • 9:30 Dance

FRIDAYS  • 8:30pm Intro Lesson • 9:30pm Dance
SATURDAYS •  8:30pm Intro Lesson •  9:30pm Dance

SALSA
AT CENTURY BALLROOM 

CENTURY BALLROOM - 915 E PINE ST - CENTURYBALLROOM.COM

LEARN 
TO DANCE! 
Classes start the week of 2/17  
SCHEDULE & REGISTRATION ONLINE 

DANCING’S BETTER WITH A PARTNER

TANGO
AT CENTURY BALLROOM

TUESDAYS 
9pm Dance

2ND FRIDAYS 
8:30pm Intro Lesson 

9:30pm dance

CENTURY BALLROOM - 915 E PINE ST - CENTURYBALLROOM.COM

GROUP & 
PRIVATE 
lessons

Dance every night! Swing ◆ Salsa ◆ Tango ◆ Waltz ◆ Kizomba ◆ Bachata 
CENTURY BALLROOM - 915 E PINE ST - CENTURYBALLROOM.COM

THE TIN TABLE LOCAL, SUSTAINABLE FOOD 
AWARD-WINNING COCKTAILS
www.THETINTABLE.com

PLUS, JOIN US ACROSS THE HALL AT CENTURY BALLROOM FOR A NIGHT OF DANCING

MONDAYS •  8pm Social
THURSDAYS •  9pm Intro Lesson • 9:30 Dance

FRIDAYS  • 8:30pm Intro Lesson • 9:30pm Dance
SATURDAYS •  8:30pm Intro Lesson •  9:30pm Dance

SALSA
AT CENTURY BALLROOM 

CENTURY BALLROOM - 915 E PINE ST - CENTURYBALLROOM.COM

LEARN 
TO DANCE! 
Classes start the week of 2/17  
SCHEDULE & REGISTRATION ONLINE 

DANCING’S BETTER WITH A PARTNER

TANGO
AT CENTURY BALLROOM

TUESDAYS 
9pm Dance

2ND FRIDAYS 
8:30pm Intro Lesson 

9:30pm dance

CENTURY BALLROOM - 915 E PINE ST - CENTURYBALLROOM.COM

GROUP & 
PRIVATE 
lessons

Dance every night! Swing ◆ Salsa ◆ Tango ◆ Waltz ◆ Kizomba ◆ Bachata 
CENTURY BALLROOM - 915 E PINE ST - CENTURYBALLROOM.COM

SUMMER 
DANCE CAMP

CENTURY BALLROOM
2019 DATES:
Aug 5-9 and/or 12-16
AGES: 8-14
Century Ballroom
915 E Pine St, 2nd Flr
CenturyBallroom.com
Limited Spots. Register Now!

2019 DATES: Aug 5–9 and/or 12–16 • AGES: 8–14 • Limited Spots. Register Now!

http://www.thetintable.com/
http://centuryballroom.com/
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Music

Thurs 4/25
LIVE MUSIC
a BALLARD HOMESTEAD 
Byrne and Kelly, 7:30 pm, $38–$58

BARBOZA Linda From Work, Bad 
Saint, Antonioni, 8 pm, $8/$10

BLUE MOON TAVERN Kled, 
Best Band From Earth, Wild Wild 
Mexico, 9 pm, $8

CENTRAL SALOON DMM X 
Swm Ent Takeover, 8–11 pm, $10

CHOP SUEY Gungor, The Brilliance, 
Propaganda, 8 pm, $25–$39

CLUB SUR Powerman 5000, 
Casualty of God, Lorpan, 8 pm, 
$20/$25

a EL CORAZON Texas Hippie 
Coalition, 7:30 pm, $16/$20

a FREMONT ABBEY Gaelynn 
Lea, Matt the Electrician, John 
Elliott, 7:30 pm, $0–$20

THE FUNHOUSE Valley Of The 
Sun, Bellringer, Swampheavy, 
Sorcia, 8 pm, $18/$20

HIGHLINE Uada, Wormwitch, 
Cloak, Isenordal, 8 pm, $13/$16

LUCKY LIQUOR Branik, Brad 
Yaeger, Black Bess, Del Anderson 
Jr, Reji Marc, 8–11 pm

a NEPTUNE THEATRE Steven 
Curtis Chapman, 7:30 pm, $36–$85

PARLIAMENT TAVERN Return 
of the Thane! (Furniture Girls with 
Into The Cold), 9–11:30 pm, free

TIM’S TAVERN I Was 
Omnipotent, The Jaydogs, Jessie 
McKenna and Friends, 8 pm, $5

TRACTOR TAVERN Santa Poco, 
The Drifterluke, Charlie Anne 
Davis, 8 pm, $8

a TRIPLE DOOR Andre Feriante 
& The Bohemian Entourage, 7:30 
pm, $25–$35

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE KO 
Ensemble, 5 pm, free

a VERA PROJECT AJ Mitchell, 
Marteen, 7 pm, $15/$17

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
H BENAROYA HALL Surrogate 
Cities, $22–$122

a PONCHO CONCERT HALL 
Scores of Sound Festival,  
9 am–10 pm, free

DJ
Q NIGHTCLUB Field Trip 69: UZ, 
9 pm–2 am, $20

JAZZ
TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE The 
Djangomatics, 5 pm, free

Fri 4/26
LIVE MUSIC
BELLTOWN YACHT CLUB Theories, 
Pound, Disease, Kihalás, 9 pm, $10

BLUE MOON TAVERN The 
Sheen, Zhongyu, Hound Dog 
Taylor’s Hand, 9 pm, $8

CENTRAL SALOON Dirty Rugs, 
Great Spiders, DYED, 8 pm, $10
H CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE Fucked 
& Bound, Haunted Horses, 
Convictions, 9 pm, $10/$12

CROCODILE Massy Ferguson, 
Heels to the Hardwood, Lydia 
Ramsey, 8 pm, $15–$30

DARRELL’S TAVERN Lust 
Punch, Empty County Band, 
Stoic F.B., The Chopps, 8 pm, $10

EL CORAZON The 69 Eyes, 
MXMS, The Nocturnal Affair, 
2KLIX, 7:30 pm, $17–$99

THE FUNHOUSE Massive Scar 
Era, The Anima Effect, Siren’s Rain, 
Merchant Mariner, 8:30 pm, $8/$10

HIGH DIVE Ceschi & Factor 
Chandelier with Band, 8 pm, $15

HIGHLINE Vouna, Eye of Nix, 
Geist and the Sacred Ensemble, 
Sataray, 9 pm, $10/$13

THE KRAKEN BAR & LOUNGE 
Foxhole Norman, Buddy Jackson, 
Burn Burn Burn, Bobby’s Oar, 8 pm, $7

LO-FI Seagaze: LSD & The 
Search for God, Soft Science, Did 
You Die, C.O.L, 8 pm, $12/$15

NECTAR Truth b2b Stylust, 
Pressha, Torbjørn, 8 pm, $16/$21

a NEPTUNE THEATRE The 
Floozies, Birocratic, 9 pm, $19/$21

NEUMOS Strand Of Oaks, Wild 
Pink, 8 pm, $20

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB In 
The Spectrum - The Concert For 
Autism, 7 pm–12 am, $10/$15

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
The (Legendary) Young Fresh 
Fellows, Carmaig de Forest,  
9 pm–12 am, $12

SUNSET TAVERN The Emo G’s  
Presents: Emo Dance Party, 9 pm, $13

TRACTOR TAVERN The Lil 
Smokies, Michigan Rattlers, Nick 
Foster Band, 9 pm, $18
H a TRIPLE DOOR An Evening 
with Ottmar Liebert & Luna 
Negra, $45–$55

a VERA PROJECT Iceage, 
Paleda, 7 pm, $15/$17

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a BASTYR UNIVERSITY 
Seattle Baroque Orchestra 
and Byrd Ensemble: Handel’s 
Messiah, 7:30 pm, $20–$45

BROADWAY PERFORMANCE 
HALL Seattle Ladies Choir 
Season 16 Concert, 2 pm, 7:30 pm

DJ
CHOP SUEY SLAY: A Hip Hop 
Party for LGBTQ+ and POC,  
9 pm, $5/$10 

METROPOLIST WAVES Presents 
New Era, 9 pm–2 am, $23/$28

Q NIGHTCLUB Pop Secret Famous 
& Catch24, 10 pm–2 am, $10

TIMBRE ROOM Research 
[Spring Formal] ft. DJ Bus 
Replacement Service, Nohup, 
Randy Jones, 10 pm, $12

THE UNDERGROUND Space 
Yacht x Safe Escape Events,  
10 pm–2 am, $20

JAZZ
CHATEAU STE. MICHELLE 
Sessions: Marina Christopher 
Trio, 7 pm, $30

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE 
Jacqueline Tabor, 5 pm, free

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE 
Daniel Rapport Trio, 9 pm, free

Sat 4/27
LIVE MUSIC
a BALLARD HOMESTEAD 
Lyle, Erin Rae & The Heartbeets, 
Lizzie Weber, 7:30 pm, $12/$15

BARBOZA Ages and Ages, The 
Harmaleighs, 7 pm, $13/$15

CENTRAL SALOON Gus Clark 
& The Least Of His Problems, 
Patrick Reedy, 8 pm, $8

a CHOP SUEY Roy Blair’s Cat 
Heaven USA Tour, 6 pm, $17/$20

CROCODILE Emancipator, Frame- 
works, 9 Theory, Lapa, 8 pm, sold out

a EL CORAZON Integrity, Incen-
diary, Funeral Chic, Heiress, Wake 
of Humanity, 8:30 pm, $20/$25

a FREMONT ABBEY Flock of 
Dimes, Madeline Kenney,  
7:30 pm, $12–$18

HIGH DIVE Prom Date Mixtape, 
9 pm, $8/$12

LUCKY LIQUOR Pleasure Island, 
The Earthlings, The Cosmic 
Wrays, 9 pm–12 am, $8

NECTAR Booboolala, Biddadat, 
Decent At Best, Motus, 7:30 pm, 
$10–$16

a NEPTUNE THEATRE Caspar 
Babypants, 10:30 am, $5

NEUMOS City of the Sun, 7 pm, 
$16/$18

a PERIHELION BREWERY Sing 
Low Indigo, 8–10 pm, free

a PHINNEY CENTER COMM-
UNITY HALL David Roth, $10–$20

THE ROYAL ROOM An Evening 
of Down-Home Fun with Nicole 
Walters and the Antidote,  
8:30 pm, $12

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
The Sinister Six, Hot Laundry, Sir 
Coyler & the Asthmatics, 9 pm

SUBSTATION Constant Lovers, 
Miscomings, Arteries, Xurs,  
8:30 pm, $12

SUNSET TAVERN Lauren Ruth 
Ward, Jesse Jo Stark, Guests, 
8:30 pm, $13

a THE TASTING ROOM 
Duende Libre, 7–10 pm, free

TIM’S TAVERN Sweet Creature, 
Spinster, Power Strip, Black 
Ends, 7 pm, $7

TIMBRE ROOM The Unenslaved, 
Worth Nothing, Rending Sinew, 
Communal 40 Oz., 5–9 pm, $7

TRACTOR TAVERN The Lil 
Smokies, Michigan Rattlers, Nick 
Foster Band, 9 pm, $18
H a TRIPLE DOOR An Evening 
with Ottmar Liebert & Luna 
Negra, $45–$55

WAMU THEATER RÜFÜS DU 
SOL, 8 pm, $37

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
BENAROYA HALL A New 
World: Intimate Music from Final 
Fantasy, 4 pm, 8 pm, $50
H BENAROYA HALL Beethoven 
V. Coldplay, 8 pm, $30–$70
H BENAROYA HALL Surrogate 
Cities, $22–$122

BROADWAY PERFORMANCE 
HALL Seattle Ladies Choir Season 
16 Concert, 2 pm, 7:30 pm

a FIRST FREE METHODIST 
CHURCH OSSCS Spring 
Symphony, 7:30 pm, $10–$25

a THE ROYAL ROOM NOCCO: 
Creation, 2 pm, $10–$30

a TOWN HALL Seattle Baroque 
Orchestra and Byrd Ensemble:  
Handel’s Messiah, 7:30 pm, $20–$45

DJ
CANTINA DE SAN PATRICIO 
Spellbound:Hellbound, 9 pm– 
2 am, free

KREMWERK Shook: Dalek One 
& Dubtek, 10 pm, $10

NEUMOS SHAKE YA A$$,  
10:30 pm, $5

PALACE BALLROOM EXODUS: 
Movement of The People - A Pass- 
over Themed Dance Party, 8 pm– 
2 am, $18

Q NIGHTCLUB Haute Sauce:  
J. Espinosa, 10 pm–2 am, $10

TIMBRE ROOM NorthLeft 009: 
New Forms, 10 pm–2 am, $10

THE UNDERGROUND Blackout 
Gays Gone Wild, 10 pm–3 am, 
$8–$20

JAZZ
a TULA’S Marc Seales Band, 
7:30–10:30 pm, $22

Sun 4/28
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Brent Cowles, 8 pm, 
$12/$15

a BLACK LODGE Ononos, Harsh 
R, Secret Mutilator, Charlatan, 9 pm

CENTRAL SALOON Redlight 
Special with Timoteo Cordero, 
8–11 pm

CHOP SUEY Of Waves, Modern 
Daze, Mike Simmons, VAENS,  
7 pm, $8/$10

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
TuN, Mark Schaefer, 3 pm, $15

DARRELL’S TAVERN Sick City 
Vultures, Smoker Dad, Tiger 
Blonde, 4–7 pm, $8

EL CORAZON Kyle Cook, 
Polar Echo, New Futures, Paul 
Mcdonald, 7 pm, $15–$20

a GALLERY 1412 Under the 
Covers, 7 pm, free

HIGH DIVE Poker Face - A Tribute 
to Lady Gaga, 8 pm, $6/$10

THE KRAKEN BAR & LOUNGE 
Millhous, Noogy, The Famished, 
8 pm, $7

LO-FI Seagaze: Asteroid #4, 
KOTHS, Dark Swoon, God & Vanilla, 
7 pm, $10

LUCKY LIQUOR Seattle Punk 
and Poker Run, 12 pm–1 am

a MOORE THEATRE Los 
Temerarios, 8 pm, $39–$99

NECTAR Ekolu, Island Bound, 
7:30 pm, $17–$23

a NEPTUNE THEATRE We 
Three, 8 pm, $24–$38
NEUMOS SoMo, 8 pm, $21–$299

a THE SHOWBOX The Rock 
and Roll Playhouse Plays the 
Music of the Beatles for Kids, 
11:30 am, $15
SUBSTATION Myrrum, In Lights, 
Long Hallways, 8 pm, $8
SUNSET TAVERN Flesh 
Produce, Salt Lick, Phoebe Kinks, 
the Worries, 8 pm, $10
TIM’S TAVERN Hominy Hash, Aaron 
Wilson, Zauso, Collin Curry, Marissa 
Lauren, Jess Jones, 7 pm, $5
TIMBRE ROOM La Fille, Jack 
Carrick, Sealife, 8–11 pm, $7/$8
TRACTOR TAVERN Hayes Carll, 
Ben Dickey, 8 pm, $25

a VERA PROJECT Xavezelda, 
Lanzo Lavish, Rob Skeetz,  
8–11 pm, $12

a WOODLAND THEATER 
ManDate, Wizard Apprentice, 
Scott Yoder, 8–11 pm

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
BENAROYA HALL American 
Horizons, 8 pm, $35
PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH Seattle Festival 
Orchestra: Saint-Saens Organ 
Symphony, 3–5 pm, $18

a QUEEN ANNE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH The Artistry of Tamara 
Friedman, 3 pm, $15–$30
THE ROYAL ROOM Seattle 
Modern Orchestra: Coming 
Together, 7:30 pm, $15–$20
TRIPLE DOOR NOCCO: Creation, 
7:30 pm, $10–$30

DJ
GAS WORKS PARK The DJ 
Sessions Presents Silent Disco 
Sundays, 2 pm, $10

JAZZ
BENAROYA HALL Seattle 
Women’s Chorus: Legends of 
Rock, 4 pm, $15–$65

a GREENLAKE COMMUNITY 
CENTER International Jazz Day, 
2–4 pm, free

Mon 4/29
LIVE MUSIC
RAINIER ARTS CENTER Global 
Rhythms: Lorraine Klaasen,  
7:30 pm, $20
SUNSET TAVERN Rat Queen, New 
Bloom, Meanderthals, 8 pm, $10
TRACTOR TAVERN Hayes Carll, 
Ben Dickey, 8 pm, $25

a VERA PROJECT Biskwiq, 
Atwood, Peter Kuli, 7 pm, $12/$15

Tues 4/30
LIVE MUSIC
CENTRAL SALOON The Kitty 
Catfe Benefit Concert, 6 pm– 
12 am, $10

a COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
The Palms, 8 pm, $13/$15
HIGH DIVE Last Chance Family 
Band, Jakob Singer & The Outsiders, 
Tripp Rezac Band, 8 pm, $5/$8
TRACTOR TAVERN The Cactus 
Blossoms, Jack Klatt, 8 pm, $15

a TRIPLE DOOR Cello X,  
7:30 pm, $12/$15

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FOLIO: THE SEATTLE ATHEN-
AEUM Paul Taub: “Landscape with 
Birds”, 7–9 pm, $20

JAZZ
a THE ROYAL ROOM Daniela 
Spielmann, Jovino Santos Neto, 
Guests, 7:30 pm, $15/$20
TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE Brad 
Gibson Duo, 5 pm, free

Wed 5/1
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Mormor, 7:30 pm, 
$18/$20



Music

BELLTOWN YACHT CLUB 
Gomme, Terminator, Red Ribbon, 
9 pm, $10

THE FUNHOUSE Cory Branan, 
Vandoliers, 8:30 pm, $12/$15
H a JAZZ ALLEY The Delfonics 
with Greg Hill, 7:30 pm, $37

a SHOWBOX SODO Epik High, 
8 pm, $50–$60

TRACTOR TAVERN Wynchester, 
Caleb and Walter, 8 pm, $12

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE 
Mochima, 5 pm, free
H VERMILLION Blevin Blectum, 
Aquamarine Space Unicorns,  
DJ Veins, 8–11 pm, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a KATHARYN ALVORD 
GERLICH THEATER Music 
of Today: Bonnie Whiting, 
Percussion; Cristina Valdés, 
Piano, 7:30 pm, $15

JAZZ
a THE ROYAL ROOM Seattle 
Women in Jazz Vocal Showcase, 
7:30 pm, $10

a TRIPLE DOOR Monty 
Alexander, 7:30 pm, $27–$34

Thurs 5/2
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Running Touch, 
Yoste, 8 pm

a BLACK LODGE Post/
Boredom, Dialysis, CHAD, Fleurs 
Mortes, 8 pm

BLUE MOON TAVERN Flight 
Mongoose, The Imported, The 
Alternative Facts, 9 pm, $8

CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE Medicine 
Bows, Deep Creep, Ex Licks, 
8:30 pm, $10

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER Dan 
Mangan, 8 pm, $15/$17

CROCODILE Blu & Exile, Choosey, 
Dag Savage, Cashus King, Pistol 
McFly, Sirplus, 8 pm, $18

LO-FI Polar Echo, Bo Baskoro, 
Shae Altered, 8 pm, $8

NECTAR Dead Winter Carpenters, 
Cascade Crescendo, 8 pm, $12–$17

NEUMOS Perturbator, Gost,  
8 pm, $25/$28

PEDDLER BREWING COMPANY 
Spring Fling - A HONK! Fest West 
Fundraiser, 7–10 pm, $10

a SHOWBOX SODO I Prevail, 
Issues, Justin Stone, 7 pm, $31/$34

a THE SHOWBOX Walker 
Hayes, 8 pm, $20
H a SONIC BOOM RECORDS 
Tacocat In-Store Performance, 
7:30–8:30 pm, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Ensemble MidtVest, 8 pm, 
$5–$20

a KATHARYN ALVORD 
GERLICH THEATER Wind 
Ensemble and Symphonic Band: 
Centerstage, 7:30 pm, $10

RESONANCE AT SOMA 
TOWERS Colors in Concert: 
Music for Woodwind Quintet, 
7:30–9:30 pm, $20

DJ
KREMWERK Studio 4/4 Presents 
Habitat with Sonny Fodera,  
9 pm, $12

LUCKY LIQUOR In The Raw #7 - 
Noise Rock DJs, 8–11 pm, free

Q NIGHTCLUB Field Trip 70: 
Matroda, 9 pm–2 am, $12

JAZZ
TIM’S TAVERN An Evening with 
the Chordless Quartet, 8 pm, $10

a TRIPLE DOOR Monty 
Alexander, 7:30 pm, $27–$34

a TULA’S Rex Gregory Quartet, 
7:30–10 pm, $17

Fri 5/3
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Bayonne, 7 pm, 
$12/$14

BLUE MOON TAVERN Perfect 
Flame ft. Wally Shoup, Ubudulu, 
Jason Goessl, 9 pm, $8

a CAFE RACER Laureli, Carter 
Costello, Nicholas Ogum, 9– 
11:30 pm, free
CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE 
Monsterwatch, Peyote Ugly, 
Flesh Produce, 9 pm, $10/$12
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER All 
Our Friends Fest, 7 pm, $18
H a CROCODILE We Love 
Josh: An Evening of Music & 
Friendship, 7 pm, $10
EDMONDS CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS Alan Doyle, 7:30 pm, $19–$44

a EL CORAZON Clay City, 
Nevergrows, Zakk Emery Band,  
7 pm, $10/$12
THE FUNHOUSE Empty County 
Band, One Bloody Reason, The 
Chopps, Observer Effect, 8:30 pm,  
$6/$10
HIGH DIVE The Forgotten 45’s, 
Strange Hotels, ShiverTwins, Color-
works, 8:30 pm–1 am, $8/$10
H MCMENAMINS ELKS 
TEMPLE Melvins, Helms Alee, 
Holy Grove, 8 pm, sold out
NECTAR Flowmotion with Andy 
Coe and RL Heyer, Hillstomp,  
8 pm, $12–$17
THE ROYAL ROOM Betsy Olson 
Band, Casey Neill, The Norway 
Rats, 9:30 pm, $10/$12
SHOWBOX SODO Boombox 
Cartel, 7 pm, $28–$35
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB Reji Marc, 
Aline Vida, Shop Dog, 8 pm, $8
SOUTHGATE ROLLER RINK 
Dreamcatchr, La Fonda, Killer 
Workout, Biblioteka, 9 pm–1 am
SUNSET TAVERN Ravenna 
Woods, Black Whales, You May 
Die In the Desert, 9 pm, $10
TRACTOR TAVERN Lady Lamb, 
Katie Von Schleicher, Alex 
Schaaf, 9 pm, $16

a VERA PROJECT Leggy, 
Sundae Crush, 8 pm, $8/$10

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
BENAROYA HALL Vivaldi & 
Telemann, $21–$77

a SAINT MARK’S CATHEDRAL 
Edoardo Bellotti, 7:30 pm, $15/$20

a TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH Pacific MusicWorks: 
Handel’s Samson, 7:30 pm, $25

DJ
CONTOUR Contour’s 20th 
Anniversary, 10 pm, $10/$15 
KREMWERK AMPAMP Birthday 
Bash & Star Wars Day Pre-Funk, 
10 pm–2 am, $10–$17 
THE UNDERGROUND STA Pre- 
sents: Genix, 10 pm–3 am, $15/$20

JAZZ
a THE SLAB Secret Jazz Club 
Show Show, 7–9 pm, $20
TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE  
Kate Voss Duo, 5 pm, free

Sat 5/4
LIVE MUSIC
H ALMA MATER TACOMA Y 
La Bamba, Tres Leches, Warren 
Dunes, 8 pm, $12/$15
AUBURN AVENUE THEATER 
Buddy, Ritchie & The Bopper 
- Honoring The Day The Music 
Died, 7:30 pm, $20/$23

a BALLARD HOMESTEAD 
Anna Tivel Band, Jeffrey Martin, 
Beth Whitney, 7:30 pm, $10/$15
BARBOZA Chris King & The 
Gutterballs, 7 pm, $10/$12
BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Motorcoat, Guests, 9 pm, $8
CAFE NORDO Bushwick 
Northwest-Tunes and Tales 2019, 
6 pm, $75
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER The 
Griot Party Second Anniversary 
Experience, 8 pm, $20

a THE CROCODILE BACK BAR 
Party Nails, Cannons, 6 pm, $10/$12
DARRELL’S TAVERN RCK, 
Calabro, Big Pig Apocalypse, 
Exiled to Fire, 9 pm–12 am, $8
EL CORAZON Splatterhouse 
Wreckords Presents The Psychobilly 
Brawl 2019, 6:30 pm, $15/$20

a FREMONT ABBEY Mikey Mike 
the Rad Scientist, 2 pm, $5–$15
HIGH DIVE King Mammoth, Sam 
Cobra, Something Witchy, The 
Black Planes, 8:30 pm, $8/$10
HIGHLINE Brainoil, Bell Witch, 
Fetid, 9 pm, $10/$13
H KEXP Sonic Reducer 15th Anni- 
versary Live Show & Broadcast, 
7:30–11 pm, $15/$20
LUCKY LIQUOR Phantom Killer, 
Oliver Elf Army, Sweet Honey, 9 pm

a NEUMOS Alec Benjamin,  
7 pm, $17/$20 (sold out)
THE ROYAL ROOM 50th! Great 
Records of 1969 – The Meters 
// Sly and the Family Stone – 
Stand!, 8:30 pm, $15/$20
SUNSET TAVERN Cataldo, Kyle 
Morton, Whitney Ballen, 9 pm, $15
TIM’S TAVERN Cinco de Mayo 
Fiesta con Los Flacos, Amigos 
Nobles, y Tomas Del Real, 8 pm, $7

a VERA PROJECT Hot Mulligan, 
Belmont, Kayak Jones, Fredo 
Disco, Future Teens, 7 pm, $15/$17
VICTORY LOUNGE The Fleshies, 
Clarko, The Scoffs, 8:30 pm, 
$6/$8

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a BENAROYA HALL Carnival of 
the Animals, 11 am, $15/$20
BENAROYA HALL Seattle 
Classic Guitar Society: Zoran 
Dukic, 7:30 pm, $38
BENAROYA HALL Vivaldi & 
Telemann, $21–$77

a BREMERTON PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTER Bremerton Youth 
Symphony: Summer Sonata, 
4 pm, $10
MEANY CENTER FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS Yekwon 
Sunwoo, 7:30 pm, $41

a SEATTLE FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH Pacific MusicWorks: 
Handel’s Samson, 7:30 pm, 
$35/$45

DJ
ORA NIGHTCLUB Orjan Nilsen, 
10 pm–2 am
SUBSTATION 6 Year 
Anniversary of Family Night with 
Mr.Rogers, 9 pm–2 am, $5
THE UNDERGROUND The Bark 
Side, 10 pm–2 am, $12

DANCE
H CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE Denim 
& Diamonds, 9 pm, $10

a MASSIVE MONKEES 
STUDIO: THE BEACON Punk ‘N’ 
Funk Volume III: May The Fourth 
Be With You, 3–10 pm, $10

Sun 5/5
LIVE MUSIC
H BARBOZA Henry Jamison, 
Saint Sister, 8 pm, $15
CHOP SUEY Monolord, White 
Ripper, 8 pm, $15/$18

a CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE 
Ladies Rock Camp Spring 2019 
Showcase, 7 pm, $10/$14
HIGH DIVE Cinco de Mayo with 
Tobias the Owl, Socharls, Lucas 
Tayne, 7 pm, $5/$8
LUCKY LIQUOR Honduh Daze, 
Dead Obvious, Aromatics, Laser 
Beam, 7:30–10 pm, $7

a PHINNEY CENTER 
COMMUNITY HALL Concert for 
Sandy, 7–10 pm, free
RENDEZVOUS The Bismarck, 
Korean Jeans, 6 pm, $5

a THE SHOWBOX Snow Tha 
Product, 8 pm, $23/$25
H SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
Cinco De May Day 2019, 2 pm
SUBSTATION Grunge Tree 
Presents Cinco de Mayo with 
627 and More Shade Than Sun, 
9 pm, $8
SUNSET TAVERN Yada Yada, 
The New Advocates, Guests, 
7:30 pm, $10
TRACTOR TAVERN The Brevet, 
Pretty Awkward, 8 pm, $12

a VERA PROJECT Trevor 
Daniel, Noah North, 916frosty,  
7 pm, $16–$60

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a BENAROYA HALL Seattle 
Youth Symphony Orchestra with 
the Seattle Choral Company & 
SYSO 75th Anniversary Alumni 
Orchestra, 3 pm, $16–$54
H BRECHEMIN AUDITORIUM 
(Im)migration: Music of 
Displaced Peoples, 4 pm, free
NORDIC MUSEUM Mostly 
Nordic Chamber Music Series: 
Denmark, 4 pm, $25/$30

a SHOREWOOD PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTER Seattle Wind 
Symphony Presents: Night at the 
Opera, 3–4:30 pm, $5–$20

DJ
a SOUTHGATE ROLLER 
RINK C’est Freak! C’est Skate! 
with DJs Marvelette & Mamma 
Casserole, 5–9 pm

JAZZ
a TRIPLE DOOR Kendrick Scott 
Oracle, 7:30 pm, $26–$32

Mon 5/6
LIVE MUSIC
CLUB SUR Felix Martin, Hedras, 
Sarah Longfield, 6:30–10:30 pm, 
$13/$15

Tues 5/7
LIVE MUSIC
a EL CORAZON La Dispute, 
Gouge Away, Slow Mass, 8 pm, 
$23/$25
HIGH DIVE Battlestations, Face 
The Sun, King Lincoln,  
8 pm, $5/$8

a NEPTUNE THEATRE Bad 
Suns, Carlie Hanson, 8 pm, 
$20.50

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY The Hot 
Sardines, 7:30 pm, $37

a THE ROYAL ROOM Satoko 
Fuji Trio, 7 pm, $10–$20
H THE RUINS Jazz Lounge: 
Emma Caroline Baker, 7 pm, $20
H TRIPLE DOOR Eddie 
Palmieri’s Latin Jazz Septet,  
6:30 pm, 9 pm, $32–$40

a TULA’S Tim Kennedy Trio, 
7:30–10 pm, $15

Wed 5/8
LIVE MUSIC
CHOP SUEY Alec Shaw, 8 pm, 
$8/$10 
THE FUNHOUSE Blackwater 
Burial, Namea, Rat King, 8 pm, 
$8/$10
HIGH DIVE Zach Zamora, Thom 
Joseph, The Two Tides, 8 pm, 
$6/$8
NECTAR Fareed Haque, Flat 
Earth, McTuff, 8 pm, $10–$16
NEUMOS The Japanese House, 
Art School Girlfriend, 7 pm, 
$18/$20
SEAMONSTER LOUNGE 
Andonimus, 8–9:30 pm, free
SUBSTATION Lord Dying, Year 
of the Cobra, Dangg, 8–11 pm, $15
SUNSET TAVERN Mike 
Simmons, Microtonic, Rough 
Closeup, Tom Esch, 8 pm, $10
TIM’S TAVERN Pillow Junky, I 
Wish I Was A Punk Band, Jordan 
Collins, Anna St. Lee, 7 pm, $5
TRACTOR TAVERN Ezra Furman, 
Pancho Morris, 8 pm, $14

DJ
Q NIGHTCLUB Jantsen, Digital 
Ethos, Pigeon Hole, 9 pm– 
2 am, $10

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY The Hot 
Sardines, 7:30 pm, $37

a THE ROYAL ROOM Jazz Etc. 
with Joseph Rojo, 7:30 pm, $10
TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE The 
Djangomatics, 5 pm, free

Happy Hour
’til 8pm & all nite Wed 
$2 off drafts & wells

MON–THU 5PM–2AM FRI–SUN 3PM–2AM
1221 E MADISON STREET PONYSEATTLE

WED 4/24  NITE TERRORS
THU 4/25 ROBUST
FRI 4/26 SUGAR RUSH
SAT 4/27 DAD’S HOUSE 
SUN 4/28 TEADANCE 
MON 4/29 MONDAYS WITH MICHELLE
TUES  4/30 GGNZLA KARAOKE 
WED  5/1  HAPPY HOUR ALL NITE 
THU 5/2  SEX.WAV 
FRI 5/3  BEEFCAKE
SAT  5/4  MEDICAL RECORDS
SUN  5/5 TEADANCE 
MON  5/6  FRUIT 

@edita
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DAVE
SEGAL 

“Dave, you need friends, man.” 
- slog commenter

thestranger.com/slog

http://thestranger.com/slog
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F or many in the United States, Rafiki, 
the second feature by the talented 
Kenyan director Wanuri Kahiu, will  
appear to be straightforward. There 

are two young black women. They fall in 
love, but their society is opposed to such 
unions. A man must love a woman, and a 
woman must love a man. That is the law of 
God and nature. Anything else is an abom-
ination to the creator and His creation.

The lovers hide 
their affair in plain 
sight. They look just 
like regular Kenyan 
women who happen 

to have a very close relationship. They go 
out dancing all night, they have soda pop 
at the kiosk, they dress up together. But, of 
course, the truth of their union is eventual-
ly revealed and their community goes nuts. 
That’s pretty much the story.

But what’s interesting about this movie is 
not so much its story, but the type of black 
African society that’s seen through the 
lens of a budding lesbian romance. We see 
a neighborhood in a part of Nairobi that’s 
clearly middle-class. People have mortgages 
to pay and are engaged in forms of employ-
ment with secure incomes: nursing, civil 
service, the ownership of small businesses.

And so this is not another film about 
grueling African poverty or the economic 
consequences of colonialism. In this part 
of town, the young people mostly speak 
English, always wear the latest threads, 
and are connected to other urban areas in 
Africa and the West by computerized Af-
rican beats.

One of the lovers, Kena (Samantha 
Mugatsia), identifies with the guys, who 
play soccer, drink beer, and talk incessant-
ly about how manly they are. The other 
lover, Ziki (Sheila Munyiva), hangs out 
with the ladies, who seem to spend the day 
testing new dance moves on the streets of 
the dense neighborhood. Ziki has colorful 
hair. Kena is a skateboarder.

Their fathers are prominent men in a 
tight race for a political office. It is clear that 
Kena’s father—who owns a shop and recent-
ly left Kena’s mother for another, younger 
woman—is liberal (in the US sense), and 
that Ziki’s father, who is never to be found 
in a suit that’s shabby, is conservative.

Ziki’s class position is higher than Ke-
na’s. Ziki’s mother is also a bit of snob and 
speaks English with a proper accent. Every-
one else speaks a Nairobi-style of English 
that’s blended with Swahili. Kena’s mother 
is deeply bitter about being dumped. All at-
tend a prosperous church with a pastor who 
is at once an idiot and handsome.

My point: It’s rare to see this side of Afri-
ca (middle-class, urban, post-postcolonial) 
on the screen. Also, Rafiki, which means 
“friends” in Swahili, has several utterly 
beautiful sequences, most of which involve 
the lesbian affair. This director knows how 
to capture on film the wonderful feeling of 
falling in love. ■

Black Lovers Matter
Rafiki’s depiction of lesbian love reveals a side 

of Africa rarely seen on the screen.
BY CHARLES MUDEDE

The director knows 
how to capture the 

wonderful feeling of 
falling in love. 

RAFIKI
Dir. Wanuri Kahiu
Opens Fri April 26, 
SIFF Cinema Uptown

Samantha Mugatsia and Sheila Munyiva play lovers on the DL in ‘Rafiki.’
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Top Picks
OPENING FRI APRIL 26

‘Avengers: Endgame’
I’m sure most of us felt an incredible sense of 
WHAT THE FUCK?! at the end of Avengers: Infinity 
War. Our seemingly indestructible group of 
superheroes wasn’t victorious against supervillain 
Thanos, who succeeded in collecting all the Infin-
ity Stones and used them exactly as promised, 
to wipe out half of the universe’s population. 
This included a chunk of characters who’ve been 
pretty important to the Marvel universe up until 
this point, most of whom went up in a cloud of 
black feathery dust—the ones who didn’t give 
up their lives earlier in the film fighting Thanos. 
Who’s left to undo all the damage that’s been 
wreaked upon the universe? Iron Man. Thor. Black 
Widow. Captain America. Bruce Banner/the Hulk. 
Hawkeye. Ant-Man (although last we saw, he 
was stuck in the Quantum Realm…). Methinks the 
fixing must involve time travel, although the exact 
how is up for debate. Go read some theories and 
get pumped for a blessed end to this story line. 
(Wide release.) LEILANI POLK

OPENING FRI MAY 3

‘Ask Dr. Ruth’
On a recent episode of The View, 90-year-old sex 
therapist and media personality Dr. Ruth warned 
the roundtable of women that threesomes are 
“very bad” for a marriage. “Do not engage in a 
threesome,” she said, “because that third person 
might be a better lover.” This is bad advice. Have 
threesomes. But this documentary isn’t about Dr. 
Ruth’s advice, it’s about Dr. Ruth. And, damn, her 
story is long overdue for a good documentary. She 
is a pioneer—and a very funny one. (SIFF Cinema 
Egyptian, $11/$14.) CHASE BURNS

MAY 3–8

‘Airplane!’
If memory serves, this 1980 disaster-film satire 
delivers about 10 laughs a minute—at least it did 
when I saw it upon its release when I was 18. 
Multiply that by 87 and you have an abdominal 
workout. You don’t need to know the source of 
Airplane!’s parodistic riffs—1957’s Zero Hour!—to 
ROFL at its ceaseless stream of puns, visual gags, 
slapstick shtick, and grossly inappropriate innu-
endos and scenarios that make the Three Stooges 
look like the height of decorum. If you don’t like 
one comedic gambit, wait five seconds and 

another humorous thing will tweak your funny 
bone. It’s quite the tour de farce. (Central Cinema, 
$2–$10.) DAVE SEGAL

‘Porco Rosso’
How many of you have abrasively retorted, to 
some ridiculous proposition, “Pssssh, when pigs 
fly!” Well, the legendary Hayao Miyazaki has an 
answer for you ungrateful, cynical fucks: Porco 
Rosso, which translates as “red pig” in Italian—and 
boy, does this pig fly. Not with literal wings, but in 
a plane. (I’m not sure which one is more improba-
ble.) This 1990s-era Miyazaki tale follows an Italian 
World War I veteran fighter ace and current free-
lance bounty hunter as he chases air pirates above 
the Adriatic Sea. He’s cursed to be a pig, though. A 
talking one at that. This is one of the few Miyazaki 
films to take place in a plausible historical context. 
(Central Cinema, $5–$10.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

OPENING SUN MAY 5

‘Her Smell’
In the new film from Alex Ross Perry (Queen of 
Earth, Golden Exits), the indefatigable Elisabeth 
Moss (whose four front teeth I could probably write 
a love letter to) plays Becky Something, leader of 
the riot grrrl band Something. Over the course of 
five acts, Becky slowly descends into complete 
self-destruction: using drugs, fighting with her 
bandmates, spurning her family, bringing in a hack 
shaman to cleanse her of her problems. The New 
York Times calls this flick “relentless,” while Conse-
quence of Sound says Moss “throws her entire be-
ing into the role.” My bet is that this film is a portrait 
of rock and roll we haven’t quite seen before. (SIFF 
Cinema Uptown, $11/$14.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

Early Warnings
POKÉMON DETECTIVE PIKACHU Wide release, opening Fri May 10

SEATTLE INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL Various locations, May 16–June 9

Arcadia
Northwest Film Forum, 
May 3-9, $12

Be Natural: The 
Untold Story of Alice 
Guy-Blaché
SIFF Film Center, opening 
Fri May 3, $11/$14

Cadence Video Poetry 
Festival: ‘Characteristic 
Cadence’
Northwest Film Forum, 
Thurs April 25, 7 pm, $12

Dogman
Grand Illusion, May 3-9, 
$10

The Godfather Part II
Grand Illusion, April 26- 
May 2, $10

Hotel by the River
Northwest Film Forum, 
April 26-28, $12

Langston Hughes 
African American Film 
Festival
Langston Hughes 
Performing Arts Institute, 
April 25-28, $12-$90

Little Woods
Grand Illusion, April 27-29 
& May 1, $10

Suburban Birds
Northwest Film Forum, 
May 1-5, $12

Translations: Seattle 
Transgender Film Festival
Various locations,  
May 2-5, $14-$100

Short 
List

@chase
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CHASE
BURNS

“Chase’s writing reads like an insecure 
hyperventilating fever dream.”

- slog commenter
thestranger.com/slog

http://thestranger.com/slog
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Food & Drink

P
retty much everybody knows about 
Ballard Brothers Seafood and 
Burgers. The restaurant, which be-
gan as a festival booth in 1987 and 
took over the old Ballard Skipper’s 

in 2007, is not really a secret. But you might 
not know two important secrets about it: 
(1) There’s a new hidey-hole bar in the back, 

and (2) it is very fucking 
weird in there.

Although his main bag 
is high-quality fish and 
chips, owner/founder 

Drew Greer is famed for his drool-worthy 
Cajun blackened salmon sandwich ($11.95), 
hailed by everybody from Tom Douglas to 
the New York Times. Delicately crispy on the 
outside and succulent inside, the salmon is 
generously tartar-sauced, loaded with grilled 
onions, and served on a soft bun. That sand-
wich and the flaky, double-fried seasoned 
french fries it comes with are what’s up.

A decade after settling into brick-and-
mortar life, Greer made an observation: 
“My kitchen crew was making great Mex-
ican food on the side, for themselves. Why 
not sell that, too?” So two years ago, he add-
ed Taco Mama’s to the same space, in the 
manner of a combination Pizza Hut and 
Taco Bell, doubling his menu with Mexican 
street-food staples. 

Wait, who’s Taco Mama? “Nobody. It 
was the name of some taqueria when I was 
a kid,” Greer laughed. “It wasn’t taken, so I 
grabbed it.”

The Mexican half of the menu reps hel-
la seafood, naturally, and as with the festi-
val-food half, that’s your best bet: halibut 

tacos, popcorn shrimp quesadillas, and 
tortas with your choice of seafood. (Get the 
salmon one, duh.) There’s a fun salsa bar, 
if you want to jazz things up. The Mexican 
fare isn’t especially authentic, but it’s tasty, 
cheap, ideal drunk food. Which leads me to 
the latest addition: the bar.

Greer has christened it Ballard Bar & 
Grill—a third business under the same 
roof—but my friends and I call it the Salm-
on Cupboard or the Seafood Closet. It’s a 
wooden walled-off room in the back corner, 
and inside this room is a surreal, Hunter S. 
Thompsonian chaos.

They do various comedy/karaoke/music 
nights, along with the beloved Scratching 
Post open mic, resuscitated from the long-lost 
Mr. Spots Chai House, so… lots of fodder for 
weirdness. Recently, a group of college kids 
from what I decided was Idaho, in tight Wran-
glers and turquoise belt buckles, performed a 
kind of intricate country-fried pavane while 

somebody sang “What Is Love” by Haddaway. 
Another time, a thousand-year-old woman 
wearing alien-eye sunglasses thrust her face 
directly into mine and grinned at me in slow 
motion. Greer is a real fuckin’ character, too, 
and he’s usually behind the bar.

Here’s what you do with this place. Show 
up at like 8 p.m. on an event night. Order 
the blackened salmon sandwich because 
you have to, and get an extra order of fries 
because you’ll want more. Maybe some fish 
tacos, too. Steal the vinegar bottle with garlic 
cloves stuffed in it, meant for the fish and 
chips, from the salsa bar and dose your sand-
wich and fries with it. Gobble it all up and get 
shit-housed on Evan Williams (on well!) or 
whatever trashy frozen cocktail is happening 
in the mixer machine. Let Greer chat with 
you. Delight at being drunk in a pantry inside 
of an old Skipper’s, like you’re Milhouse in 
his pup tent in the backyard. Bask, eat your 
fishes, and enjoy the show. n

Party in the Seafood Closet
Ballard Brothers is a fish-and-chips/taco fun house  

with a bizarro-world secret bar.
BY MEG VAN HUYGEN

BALLARD BROTHERS 
SEAFOOD AND 
BURGERS
5305 15th Ave NW, 
206-784-4440

This Cajun blackened salmon sandwich is drool-worthy. As are the fries.
ANTHONY KEO

Top Picks
THURS APRIL 25

Fierce Ladies Beer Fest
Though the landscape of craft beer as we know it 
is by and large a bro-fest, women have been active 
in brewing since ancient times. In fact, evidence 
shows that brewing was an overwhelmingly 
female-dominated craft all over the world, right up 
until the advent of industrialization in the 1800s, 
when women were banned from participating in 

alcohol production and sidelined to subsidiary 
roles like barmaids. Now women in craft beer are 
reclaiming the trade. At this event highlighting 
female brewers, you can taste beers that were 
brewed collaboratively by women on International 
Womxn’s Day using the YCH Pink Boots Society 
Hop Blend, featuring Loral, Mosaic, Simcoe, Sabro, 
and Glacier hops. All proceeds will benefit Pink 
Boots Society, an organization created to “assist, 
inspire, and encourage women beer industry 
professionals to advance their careers through 
education.” (Optimism Brewing, 6–9 pm, $27.) 
JULIANNE BELL

SUN APRIL 28

Brunch with Musang: 
Springtime Feast!
Melissa Miranda is a name you should know: She 
tirelessly runs the excellent Northwest-influenced 
Filipino pop-up Musang, a tribute to the food of 
her childhood. And now that she’s successfully 
raised the money, her brick-and-mortar restaurant 
will be opening on Beacon Hill. You’ll have to wait 
until fall to eat there, but in the meantime, you 
can get a taste at this springtime feast at Bar del 

My friends and I call 
the new secret bar the 
Salmon Cupboard or 
the Seafood Closet.

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-6PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-5PM
PROUDLY SERVING LOCAL PASTRIES,  

ORGANIC LOOSE LEAF TEAS, AND OUR VERY OWN 
AIR-ROASTED, ORGANIC, FAIR TRADE COFFEE, USING 
BEANS FROM CAFÉ FEMENINO, AN ORGANIZATION 
HELPING EMPOWER WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD. 

*GLUTEN FREE AND VEGAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE!*

*CHECK OUT OUR NEW GREEN DEAL!

•MUG MONDAYS AND WEEKDAY HAPPY HOUR 
(NOON-3PM)- 25 CENTS OFF BEVERAGES USING IN 

HOUSE MUGS OR TRAVEL MUGS

FRESH 
FRESH
ALASKA 
HALIBUT

we ship
seafood overnight

anywhere in the usa
or we pack for 

air travel

Fresh Fresh  
ALAsKAN hALIBUTwe ship

seafood overnight
anywhere in the usa

or we pack for 
air travel

Fresh Fresh  
ALAsKAN hALIBUT

we ship
seafood overnight

anywhere in the usa
or we pack for 

air travel

Fresh Fresh  
ALAsKAN hALIBUTFinest Seafood

Quality Poultry
Ranch Eggs
Select Wines

Searching for Korean woman 
met at Shen Yun

I sat next to you and your 
parents at Shen Yun. We chatted 
a bit but my politeness deterred 
me from getting your number. 
If you (or any of your friends) 
see this, please reply. Maybe 

we can chat some more.
If this is you, please contact 

adinfo@thestranger.com

mailto:adinfo@thestranger.com


Food & Drink

orso, where she ll focus on seasonal flavors and 
ingredients alongside special cocktails and J 
tunes. (Bar del Corso, 10:30 am–2:30 pm, $40.  
JULIANNE BELL

Sin Reglas: Seattle
in reglas  means without rules, and this new 

pop-up dinner series from chef evin ui, who cut 
his teeth apprenticing at the rench Laundry, aims 
to part ways with culinary convention. o that 
end, he and his team, pastry chef rica A e and 
sommelier rica atu ig, will draw from disparate 
elements to create everything from multicourse 
tasting menus, to movie viewings with food, to 
tiki nights. he theme for their inaugural dinner 
is eattle, and they ll impart morsels of the city s 
history through food, with dishes like the ee ive 
(fermented honey with ee pollen and uttermilk , 
the inales ranch (chicken liver mousse and 

ouglas fir , and lavors of range (prawn and 
esca eche complemented y citrus flavors . (Cafe 
Hitchcock, 5:30–11:30 pm, $95.  JULIANNE BELL

Three Sacks Full Pop-Up
riven y his curiosity to discover what a real 

carrot  tasted like, chef ichael sai took a sa -
atical to work on Green tring arm in alifornia, 

and eventually moved to the no ualmie iver 
alley s Goose and Gander arm, where he works 

now. e rings that same farm-to-ta le sensi ility 
to hree acks ull, his pop-up with sommelier 

atthew urtis, who favors wine pairings from 
smaller producers and family-run wineries. 

aturally, their menus are locally sourced, 
ever-changing, and hyper-seasonal. ast dishes 
have included lack-eyed-pea dumplings  a 
mushroom, wild ramp, and fiddlehead fern ragout  
and rhu ar  and poppy-seed uckle cake with 
whipped cream. his dinner promises to e just as 
seasonally inspired. (La Medusa, 5:30–8:30 pm.  
JULIANNE BELL

MON APRIL 29

Cloudburst Brewing Dinner
loud urst rewing s owner and head rewer 
teve Luke used to work as the experimental 
rewer at lysian, and that innovative streak 

animates his work at loud urst, where the 
ever-changing roster of rews reflects a dual love 

of hops and pop culture (current eers include 
the o  oss tri ute appy Little louds and the 

leetwood ac referencing ell e Lies . At this 
event, they ll join forces with allard s wood-
fired pizzeria elancey for a cozy spring dinner 
with garlic knots and homemade mustard, green 
garlic and nettle soup, wood-oven porchetta with 
asparagus, and spring salad with eer vinaigrette, 
paired with some of loud urst s most recent 
releases. (Delancey, 6:30 pm, $85.  JULIANNE BELL

BALLARD 
Skål Beer Hall

iking-inspired 
candinavian eer hall 

5429 Ballard Ave NW 
CAPITOL HILL
El Xolo

-inspired exican 
walk-up window 
209 Broadway E

FIRST HILL
Tougo Coffee

afe with ethically 
sourced coffee 
860 Yesler Way

DOWNTOWN
Ben Paris

odern American ar 
and restaurant inside the 

tate otel 
130 Pike St
REDMOND
Spark Pizza

izzeria with fire pit and 
deck 
8110 164th Ave NE
PHINNEY RIDGE
Windy City Pie

hicago-style deep dish 
pizza 
5918 Phinney Ave N

New Bars & 
Restaurants

Author Talk: Bar Chef 
by Christiaan Röllich

ook Larder, on April , 
 pm, /

Latinx / Filipinx Late 
Night Eats

ast rading ompany, 
hurs April ,  pm  
 am, 

Loxsmith Bagel Bar 
Mitzvah

ios afe  arketplace, 
un April ,  am  pm

Mobile Food Rodeo 
Festival

remont, un April ,  
 am  pm, free

Seattle Bacon and Beer 
Classic

- o ile ark, at ay , 
 pm, 

Spring Sips at Cuoco: 
Poliziano Winery

uoco, ues April ,  
 pm, 

Zymurgy Beer Series: 
Barrel Wizards

he rewtap, ues April , 
 pm,  (sold out

Short 
List

Early Warnings
WOMEN IN BEER 2019 Pike Brewing Company, Mon May 13, 5 pm, $30–$100

THURSDAY NIGHT MARKET OPENING NIGHT Magnuson Park, Thurs May 16, 4–9 pm

TACO LIBRE TRUCK SHOWDOWN VIII South Lake Union Discovery Center, Sat May 18, 3–10 pm, free–$35

SAM FU

Brunch with Musang: 
Springtime Feast!

 

Se
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’s Best Fish & Chips

 Pacific Inn Pub
Fine Ales 

and Spirits
Near the Center of the Universe  

at the corner of 35th and Stone Way N.
206-547-2967

 Before, During & after
the Mariners games!

ONE BLOCK NORTH OF T-MOBILE PARK
553 1ST AVE S • 206-628-0474

www.trianglepub.com

$2 Rainiers & 
$6.50 Man Cans 
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206 N. 36th St. Fremont
theegeorge.com

SEATTLE’S 1ST BRITISH PUB

PREMIER & CHAMPIONS LEAGUE GAMES
22 TAPS + PROPER BRITISH FOOD

http://www.trianglepub.com/
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I GOT YOU A CARD    Goof Proof BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY

He totally obstructed justice.

ACROSS

1. Google’s alternative to 
Excel

7. Makeup of some tennis 
courts

14. Six-sided screw holder

15. Sing to

16. Secret things

17. Became stressed

18. Approving words to put a 
slant on a word?

20. Programmable thermostats 
with hidden microphones

21. Word in many a soccer 
club chant

22. Morse code sound

24. Dir. at roughly 4:00

25. ___ diavolo

26. Convention center rental

28. Costs for removing font 
styles?

33. Simply the best

34. Tortoise’s rival

35. “You don’t need my input 
to overrule changes in the 
manuscript”?

40. Open horse carriages

41. Koln cooler

42. Sports org. with a tri- 
colored ball

45. Bring home

46. Flash before one’s eye?

47. Momoa who played 
Aquaman

49. “Hey bro, tell me which one 
of these I’m gonna strike 
from the galley”?

54. One way to fight

55. Single breath mint

56. 2009 animated movie 
based on a 2002 Neil 
Gaiman novel

57. Top

58. Took every penny from

59. Moogs and Korgs, e.g.

DOWN

1. Philadelphia Flyers star 
Gostisbehere

2. David Bowie album in the 
Berlin trilogy

3. One forgiving

4. Put on the books

5. Bigeye and skipjack, e.g.

6. Be an overzealous fan

7. Pilgrim in Chaucer’s 
“Canterbury Tales”

8. “I also saw an egret, an emu, 
and an ___ who was building 
an aerie.” (Roz Chast on 
crosswords)

9. Arnaz of early TV

10. Popular tech website

11. 1919 Albert Payson Terhune 
book

12. Overpraise

13. “You betcha”

15. WWII camp

19. Stinger

23. CDC overseer

25. All done

26. San Francisco transportation 
system

27. City near Provo

29. Like some energy bars

30. Levels the playing field?

31. Fight or flight, e.g.

32. Fraulein’s flat

35. Phish fan’s collectible?

36. It’s pulled over the eyes of 
the gullible

37. Roadside diner’s come-on

38. “Too funny”

39. Retire with grace

43. ___ looks

44. Battery bumps

46. Without sympathy

47. Aspic part

48. Celebrity chef Brown

50. Somewhat

51. Spoke out loud

52. Mix things up

53. Slight touches

54. Getting shit done, initially

JOHNNY SAMPSON

@BRANDON.LEHMANN
Find the solution at  

thestranger.com/puzzlesolution.

mailto:@brandon.lehmann
http://thestranger.com/puzzlesolution.


BURIEN 14325 1st Ave South
Burien, WA 98168   206-242-6000  

admin@thejointllc.com

SEATTLE 4336 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98105   206-283-3333  

admin@thejointllc.com

Warning - this product contains marijuana. When eaten or swallowed the intoxicating effects of this drug may be delayed by two or more hours. Should not be used by women that are pregnant or breast feeding. 
For use by adults twenty-one and over. Keep out of reach of children. Products containing marijuana can impair judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the infl uence of this drug. This product has 
intoxicating effects and may be habit forming.

U-DISTRICT LOCATION NOW OPEN!

Est 2010

Check Out Our Daily Deals at TheJointllc.com

mailto:admin@thejointllc.com
mailto:admin@thejointllc.com

