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Richest man in the world and sentient 
golf ball Je�  Bezos announced plans 
for space colonization with his spacefl ight 
company Blue Origin. At a press confer-
ence in Washington, DC, he unveiled Blue 
Moon, the company’s lunar lander that’s 
been in the works for the past three years. 
Blue Origin will apparently send humans 
into space this year on a suborbital vehi-
cle designed for space tourism. We know 
who we’d nominate to go fi rst!
 
Two police o�  cers shot and killed a 
man inside a Lower Queen Anne apart-
ment on May 8 after the man’s girlfriend 
called 911 asking for help. The woman told 
police that her boyfriend was black and 
Mexican and was “threatening to kill him-

self and me,” according to 911 audio. The 
cops shot the man, who was armed with 
a knife, within seconds of breaking down 
the apartment door.

The airspace above Okanogan County—
which abuts the border with Canada—
was once blessed with a fl y-
ing dick. Don’t pretend you 
don’t remember seeing the 
sky schlong of 2017. It was 
beautifully drawn, like an ele-
gant skywriting proposal sans 
words, but with two healthy 
testicles. The Naval Air Sta-
tion Whidbey Island took 
credit. Now, two years later, 
the transcript between the 
pilots artists who did the deed was re-
leased. The phrase “balls are complete” 
was used. One pilot also advised another 
not to make the shaft too left-leaning.

More cases of measles have cropped up, 
and this time they’re closer to home: three 
in King County (one of them an Issaquah 
High School employee who went to work 
not knowing she’d been infected), one a 

North Creek High School student in Sno-
homish County, and two in Pierce Coun-
ty. They seem to be linked by recent trips 
through Sea-Tac Airport.

Mother’s Day happened. What did you get 
your mom, you piece of shit? Some fl owers? 

Fuck you. Seahawk Russell 
Wilson got his mom a house.

US Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services denied a tem-
porary work visa to a dancer 
slated to perform Ligia Lew-
is’s Sorrow Swag at On the 
Boards. Though Lewis cre-
ated the role specifi cally for 
a white guy, the Dominican 

American choreographer ended up danc-
ing the role herself.

In her multimedia exhibition Black Among 
Other Things at AURA, Seattle Universi-
ty senior Alexis Taylor explored what 
it means to be a black woman in this city. 
The installation also included an audio clip 
from more than a year ago featuring Seat-
tle Times columnist Nicole Brodeur 

asking Taylor if she could touch her hair. 
At the time of the encounter, the columnist 
had recently apologized for writing a white 
panic editorial on a “changing” Columbia 
City. Brodeur has since apologized to Tay-
lor for the incident.

A demolition turned sour on Capitol Hill 
after the building decided to fall on three 
cars parked nearby instead of imploding 
like it was supposed to.

Earlier this month, Washington was ranked 
the best state in America by U.S. News 
& World Report. The company calculates 
where each state falls based on di� erent 
criteria such as health care, education, 
economy, and opportunity. Washington 
was top dog overall. Legal access to weed 
was not even factored in. ■

In our 2019 SIFF issue, we published an article 
about popcorn at local movie theaters. In it, 
Charles Mudede decried the chocolate popcorn 
at Cinerama. “I will not eat that chocolate-
covered popcorn. I think it’s an example of 
what’s wrong with our society,” Mudede’s 
quote read. “It’s the production of new crap 
we don’t need… So much ingenuity went 
into it. People sat around, thought it up, put it 
together, tested it, sold it. They could have been 
looking for a planet or something.” Mudede is 
obviously wrong (that popcorn is amazing) and 
he was obviously joking (he does not seriously 
believe that the people who created Cinerama’s 
popcorn were distracted astronomers), but one 
of our readers wrote in, seemingly seriously, to 
correct Charles. “I don’t know who fi rst invented 
it, but I know it wasn’t the Cinerama,” wrote 
this reader, identifi ed only as Rebecca. “I fi rst 
ate chocolate popcorn years ago in Brazil, and 
there they add sweetened condensed milk.” 
Duly noted, Rebecca. Thank you for correcting 
the record and for getting there fi rst, all those 
years ago in Brazil. You win. Here is a kernel of 
attention for your achievement.

We knew camping on Memorial Day weekend 
would be busy, so we planned ahead: We chose 
an out-of-the-way rustic camping area, drove 
up Thursday, found a nice site under the trees, 
pitched our tent, left a marker at the site, and 
headed back to Seattle. Friday after work, we 
arrived to fi nd you in our site, our tent disas-
sembled and piled next to the fi repit, marker 
removed and hidden. You nervously repeated 
your story that you arrived and “the tent was 
taken down already” as your wife slunk away 
toward your staring kids, realization dawning on 
their faces that Daddy was a liar. What could 
we do but move on down the road and re-pitch 
our tent on a bare patch of dirt next to a busy 
trailhead. Other campers told us they’d seen you 
pull down our tent. The next time you bring the 
family out for a little “fresh air,” pack some fuck-
ing etiquette along with your gear. ANONYMOUS

SOMETHING TO GET OFF YOUR CHEST? 
E-mail 200 words or less to 

ianonymous@thestranger.com 

I, ANONYMOUSEDITOR’S NOTE

STEVEN WEISSMAN

JOHNNY SAMPSON

Sentient golf ball.

Bezos’s company
will send humans into 

space this year.

You Can’t Spell Elizabeth 
Warren Without

brawler
talebearer

weatherize
ethereal

hirable

You Can’t Spell Pete 
Buttigieg Without
piggie
beget
petite
tittie
biggie

Movies I’ve Cried In
BY JOE BIDEN

L isten, folks, I know I’m being 
put to the test when you ask 
me which movies I’ve cried 
in. And I want to be truthful 

with you. Air Bud wrecked me. Just 
wrecked me. I had to cancel a town 
hall recently because I couldn’t go 
onstage, because I’d just seen Air 
Bud. My eyes were like one of those 
waterworks shows at Bullwinkle’s. 
It just wouldn’t stop. Jurassic Park is 
another one. I’ll never forget sitting in 
my favorite movie theater in Wilm-
ington, Delaware, thinking: “The way 
they’re treating these velociraptors is so unfair.” They didn’t ask to be born, you 
know? They didn’t ask to have their genetic code trapped in amber. Did you ever 
think about that? But gosh, yeah, I’m a crier, I’m a feeler, I own that. Even a cooking 
program will do it. The night before Mother’s Day, the grandkids came over and we 
sent their moms to the mall while we made maple bacon monkey bread. We had 
to watch a YouTube video to fi gure it out. Really vibrant young woman in the video. 
She had this unbelievable American grace in showing us the nine-inch fl uted tube 
pan we were going to need. By the time she was coating it with cooking spray, I was 
just sobbing. Point Break too. The Matrix. And Beaches. Jill and I have a rule: No 
Beaches in our house. We just… we can’t. It’s too much. You know, Bette Midler was 
born in Hawaii, like a certain president I could name.

WIN MCNAMEE / GETTY IMAGES

DREW ANGERER / GETTY IMAGES
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The daytime sun in Seattle as seen during the wildfires last August. 
JESSICA STEIN

T he last few summers in Seattle, as 
anyone who ever leaves the house 
will remember, have been plagued 
by wildfire smoke. For weeks at a 

time, the sky turns an apocalyptic shade of 
orange and breathing feels like you smoked 
a pack of Pall Malls and stuck your head 
in a wood-burning stove. It’s not pleasant, 
and those of us in the largely un-air-con-
ditioned Pacific Northwest are forced to 
choose between breathing in ash or shut-
ting our windows and sweltering. Instead 
of feeling like paradise, Seattle starts to 
feel dirty and evil.

With a record-breaking 239 fires in 
Western Washington in 2019 by the be-
ginning of May, it’s going to be a very dirty 
and evil summer.

Last summer, the air quality in Seattle 
was, at times, worse than anywhere else in 
the world. There are obvious health conse-
quences to this, especially for the elderly 
and the infirm, but these fires don’t just take 
a toll on our physical health—they’re also 
bad for our mental health.

In 2017, researchers at the University 
of Washington looked into the connection 
between air pollution and mental health. 
They found that even when controlling for 

factors that can compound anxiety and de-
pression—things like excessive drinking, 
chronic health problems, and unemploy-
ment—when the concentration of fine par-
ticulate matter in the air increases, psycho-
logical distress goes up.

It’s not hard to see why: Smoke-filled 
skies make it feel like the world is ending.

Wildfires are also terrible for some of 
the industries that keep Northwest towns 
afloat, including outdoor recreation, tour-
ism, and agriculture. Even the retail and 
restaurant industries suffer, maybe be-
cause people just don’t like going anywhere 
when the outside world looks like a scene 
from Mad Max.

When public health officials are tell-
ing us to limit our time outdoors, gyms 
might see more business, and nothing has 
motivated me to stay late at the (air-con-
ditioned) office more than smoke, but for 
the most part, there’s very little benefit to 
the increasing trend of wildfires taking over 
the summer. It’s depressing, and scary, and 
bad for our health and our economy, which 
is why it’s so odd that the Washington State 
Legislature failed to pass a landmark bill 
this year to do something about this very 
serious problem.

There are several reasons for the in-
crease in wildfires. Rising temperatures 
and persistent drought connected to cli-
mate change mean conditions for fire are 
ripe. And as more people live in and use wil-
derness areas, they’re more likely to spark 
fires themselves.

But an even bigger factor in this spread 
is that our forests are a mess—not just in 
Washington, but all over the West. Centu-
ries of ill-advised fire-suppression efforts 

Wildfires Are Coming
What is the state doing about it? Are our  

perfect summers a thing of the past?
BY KATIE HERZOG
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have led to the wildfire crisis we’re facing 
now, and it is a crisis. According to a study 
from 2018, there are nearly 15,000 deaths 
in the United States connected to chronic 
wildfire smoke inhalation each year.

Without serious changes, that number is 
expected to rise to more than 40,000 in the 
next 80 years. This is completely our fault.

Instead of allowing fires to burn—a neces-
sary part of the ecosystem—the government 
(and the people) have done everything pos-
sible not just to prevent fires but to stamp 
them out prematurely. Turns out, this was 
the wrong move: Small, manageable fires 
can be good for the environment—some 
plants actually require fire to germinate—
and by unnaturally suppressing them, we’ve 
allowed decades of fuel to build up.

When these lands now catch on fire, it 
quickly become unmanageable and leads 
to conflagrations that burn hundreds of 
thousands of acres and destroy human lives. 
Last year alone, more than 100 people died 
in wildfires in California and more than 

18,000 structures were destroyed.
This year, the Washington State Depart-

ment of Natural Resources (DNR) and some 
legislators in the state senate—including 
Democrats Kevin Van De Wege and Chris-
tine Rolfes of the Olympic and Kitsap Pen-
insulas—pushed hard for the passage of 
a fire prevention bill. The bill would have 
increased property and casualty insurance 
tax rates from 2 percent to 2.5 percent, and 
provided money that’s desperately needed, 
Hilary Franz, the DNR’s commissioner of 
public lands, told me in an interview.

“It came down to the wire,” Franz said. 
“The bill would have created about $65 
million a year, which would have been very 
significant in helping us make sure we are 
implementing our forest health plan and 
our wildfire strategic plan. Unfortunate-
ly, the insurance industry threw its whole 
weight against the bill.”

It never made it out of committee.
Still, there was one success: While the 

bill failed to move forward, the legislature 
did allocate $50 million from the general 
fund for forest health projects. “It doesn’t 
solve the long-term challenges and the is-
sue of us having to come back every year 
and beg for money, which makes it difficult 
to plan, but it gets us in a much better place 
than we have been,” Franz said.

Currently, Washington State employs 
only 43 full-time firefighters. The extra 
$50 million will allow the state to hire 30 
new full-time firefighters who will work 
on forest health when they aren’t fighting 
fires. It will also allow the state to add two 
new helicopters to the seven it already has 
in operation.

“There is no way seven helicopters are 
adequate to cover the number of fires and 
the geography we are trying to cover,” Franz 
said. “And they aren’t brand-new; these 
helicopters flew during the Vietnam War. 
How many people are still driving the car 

they bought during the Vietnam War?”
Even with that $50 million—and even if 

the fire prevention bill had passed this ses-
sion—this problem will not be solved state 
by state. Wildfire smoke doesn’t respect bor-
ders, and much of the smoke we see in the 
Puget Sound region comes from California, 
Oregon, and Canada.

Last summer, there were about 500 wild-
fires in Canada per week, Franz told me. So 
even if there are no major fires in Wash-
ington this year (a scenario that is highly 
unlikely), the smoke will come from some-
where else. Last year, Franz approached au-
thorities in British Columbia, Oregon, and 
California about sharing knowledge and 
expertise, but until both state and federal 
governments start to take this problem se-
riously, our summers are, more than likely, 
looking pretty well fucked.

“When the sun is out and the sky is blue, 
it’s hard for people to remember what a cri-
sis we have,” Franz told me.

But the crisis is here, and unless our 
elected leaders start actually doing some-
thing about forest health, climate change, 
and the other factors that lead to massive 
conflagrations, it’s only going to get worse. 
The forests will regenerate someday, but 
without action, the perfect Seattle summer 
will be a thing of the past. ■

Last summer, there 
were about 500 

wildfires in Canada 
per week.

LESTER BLACK

The Carlton Complex Fire, as seen near the town of Methow, in 2014. It was the 
largest fire in state history... until 2015.
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I
t was a warm September day with the 
sun high in the sky when we arrived at 
Paradise, elevation 5,400 feet. After a 
break at the visitors’ center, one third 
of the way to Mount Rainier’s peak, two 

friends and I saddled up our packs laden with 
skis and boots, preparing for the inevitable 
question from some tourist from Texas: 
“Where are you going skiing around here?!”

The correct answer is to smile and point 
with a ski pole at the giant snow-covered 
mountain over yonder.

Paradise gets 643 inches of snow per 
year, and it’s where many people go snow-
shoeing, cross-country skiing, and tubing 
during the winter months. For downhill 
skiers, June and even July also offer easy 
runs from the Paradise visitors’ center back 
to the trailhead. But by August, all of that’s 
melted away, and you’re looking at strap-
ping your skis to your backpack and hiking 
on dirt through wildflowers until you reach 
the snow line.

I belong to an obsessive subculture of  
Pacific Northwest skiers who live by the 
motto of “turns all year.” That is to say, 
blessed as we are up here with abundant 
winter snowfall, cool spring weather, and 
glaciers galore, it is eminently plausible—

and even kind of fun—to ski year-round. As 
of this writing, in May, I am packing up this 
weekend to notch month 32 of consecutive 
skiing. But in just a few months, the snow 
situation will be lean.

The snow was lean that September day 
we were hiking up Mount Rainier. An hour 
or two farther on dirt brought us up to Pan-
orama Point, a spectacular prominence at 
6,804 feet that lives up to its name. By that 
time, the patchy bits of snow still clinging 
to a solid state started to adhere to the sur-
face of the mountain, a consistent carpet of 
off-white streaked with brown and black 
dust—the stale leftovers from winter’s 
pearly blanket. But hey, it was snow, and 
you could ski on it.

We had our sights set on something 
higher. We happily transferred the weight 
of skis and boots from our backs to our feet 
and attached climbing skins, which stick 
to the bottom of the ski and create trac-
tion with the snow in order to allow uphill 
travel. Soon we were skinning up the vast 
expanse of the Muir Snowfield, elevation 
10,188 feet, which, as its name suggests, 
is not a glacier but a permanent snowfield 

that never melts (keep your fingers crossed 
on that one—thanks, climate change). Gla-
ciers have crevasses and require careful 
navigation to avoid falling into the abyss to 
your demise. Snowfields like Muir, on the 
other hand, just require enough skill to ski 
on a crappy, ungroomed surface that hasn’t 
seen a fresh coat of powder for more than 
four months.

The snowfield is less a stairway to heav-
en and more a long, slow, ADA-accessible 
ramp, its gradual grade stretching out a 
couple of miles. On a clear day, Muir af-
fords majestic views not just of Tahoma 
in all her glory (that’s Mount Rainier’s 
indigenous name, and yes the mountain 
is a “she”) but also a sweeping southward 
sightline that encompasses Wy’east (Mount 
Hood), Loowit (Mount St. Helens), Pahto 
(Mount Adams), and, if you squint hard, 
Seekseekqua (Mount Jefferson).

On the scale of backcountry skiing, a 
sport where mishaps can have deadly con-
sequences, the Muir Snowfield is a mellow 
tour, especially in summer. Other than 
the steep pitch leading down to Panora-
ma Point—which, as mentioned, on this 
late-summer day was long since melted 
out—there is no avalanche danger. Winter 
weather can mean dangerous whiteouts, 
but not in the dog days of summer. Back-

country skiing is a hell of a lot of fun, but in 
peak season when the snow is flying, it does 
require a lot of careful decision making to 
come home safe from a day of playing in the 
mountains. This summer jaunt up to Camp 
Muir, on the other hand, was about as risk-
free as skiing on wild snow can get.

Which is why I decided to strip off my 
clothes. Call it a fit of inspiration from the 
only-in-the-Northwest joyous confluence of 
summer and snow. I’m not a habitual nud-
ist. I strip down at Goldmyer Hot Springs, 
sure, or cool off at clothing-optional Den-
ny-Blaine Park after a bike ride, when a na-
ked swim is more convenient than riding 
home with sopping wet bike shorts. How-
ever, I’m deathly afraid of skin cancer, so I 
sure as hell don’t suntan shirtless, much less 
au naturel.

But with the entire southern Cascades 
laid out before my ski tips on a blazing hot 
day, I knew we were mere months away from 
a return to the winter wonderland that I and 
my snow-crazed brethren and sistren live 
for. As much as anything, skiing naked was 
a celebration of the end of summer and the 
season yet to come.

“Freedom of the hills!” I shouted, the 
mountaineering mantra echoing around 
me as I pointed my skis downhill. Nearby 
were climbers relaxing in the shadow of 

the stone huts at Camp Muir, resting up 
before making a midnight push to summit 
Mount Rainier. Normally, few would bat 
an eyelash at a skier descending the gentle 
slope of the Muir Snowfield—something 
that easily thousands do every year—except 
that I was buck naked. Just a hat, sunglass-
es, backpack, and ski boots.

A climbing guide whistled and gamely 
threw a snowball in my direction, but it 
was too late—I was off in a flash of pale 
flesh, arcing turns on the summer snow-
field softened by the sun. I felt a rush of 
alpine breeze between my butt cheeks. My 
ski partner had also stripped to his birthday 
suit, and with a cry of “Sky’s out, thighs out!” 
he took off behind me.

Soon we were skiing parallel, trading 
giddy hoots and hollers at the transgres-
sive silliness of skiing naked. Such is the 
pleasure of sliding on snow in the summer, 
when the stakes are low and the stoke is 
high. Our third friend stayed clothed to 
document the shenanigans.

It was exhilarating. It was unforgettable. 
The only thing left to do, on our way home 
after a long day, was to stop by the Copper 
Creek Inn in Ashford (highly recommended) 
for an après skiing beer and blackberry pie, 
where we might run into those Texan tour-
ists again and get to smirk in satisfaction. ■

I Skied Naked Down Mount Rainier
I hadn’t planned to strip off my clothes, but it was a  

sweltering summer day.
BY GREGORY SCRUGGS

“Freedom of the 
hills!” I shouted, 

pointing downhill in 
just a hat and boots.

ROBERT YOUNG
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S
eattle has 149 secret beaches. They 
sit at the end of public roads and 
dirt paths and seemingly private 
driveways. Nearby, razor wire and 
security cameras guard expensive 

private properties that have tennis courts, 
groomed gardens, guesthouses, and long 
docks. These beaches are tiny crevices of 
public space, little known and offering the 
average citizen a chance to quietly take in 
the view of a multimillionaire without the 
fear of being evicted.

They exist (and are being improved) 
thanks to a 1996 city-council resolution that 
goes something like this: Wherever a pub-
lic street dead-ends at water in Seattle, the 
space between that dead end and the water 
is public property. Your property!

On a weekday morning, pursuant to this 
resolution, an apartment-dwelling com-
panion and I set out to survey some of our 
waterfront property. A few blocks south of 
Lake Washington’s often-crowded Madison 

Park Beach, we located the final stretches 
of East Lee Street. This street reaches its 
eastern conclusion on a block of large homes 
with strong fences, and beyond the street’s 
dead end, through the crisscrossing trunks 
of a tall bush, watery light and a glimpse of 
the lake beckoned. 

Walking around the bush, we found two 
young women on blankets, the water lap-
ping gently in front of them as they stared 
out at a view of the Bellevue high-rises 
peeking up above the trees on the other 
side of Lake Washington. Perhaps want-
ing to remain the only ones there, the two 
women helpfully referred us to another se-
cret beach—one so secret that it was talked 
about in their high school as, simply, “Secret 
Beach”—that sits a little farther south.

We decided to search for their “Secret 
Beach,” but first we stopped off at the dead  
end on nearby East Highland Drive, a rocky 
public shore that’s only about 30 feet wide. 
To get there, we walked down a long drive-
way that seemed to be private but—city 
signs reminded us—wasn’t. Then we fol-
lowed a dirt path through blackberry bushes 
and—presto—quiet waterfront with rowers 
sculling past.

We’d found out about these two street-
end beaches thanks to a handy map called 
“Shoreline Street Ends” that the city has 
posted online. It ranks street-end beaches 
along Puget Sound, Lake Union, and Lake 
Washington as “worth a visit,” “not yet 

ready for visitors,” and “no public access.” 
(Beaches in the latter two categories are 
being improved as city money becomes 
available.) The first two beaches we visit-
ed were both ranked “worth a visit”—and 
rightly so—as was the third. It sits at the end 
of East Prospect Street and has the most 
interesting approach of them all.

To get to this beach, you walk alongside 
the razor-wire-topped northern fence of 
the exclusive Seattle Tennis Club and then 
arrive at a public bench placed on a rocky 
shore with a perfect view of Mount Rainier 
to the south. (This view also includes 10 or 
so feet of non-razor-wired Seattle Tennis 
Club fence that extends into Lake Washing-
ton for good measure, but never mind that.) 
Around this time, we also noticed that all of 
these street-end beaches lack something 
significant: bathrooms. One of us may have 
peed in the bushes along the Seattle Tennis 
Club fence as a result. Plan ahead!

Next, the “Secret Beach.” We found its 
entrance on 39th Avenue East, just north 
of Denny Blaine Park. It’s guarded by a tall 
pole with several security cameras affixed 
to it, and at the time we arrived, a well-
tanned woman was leaving and getting into 
her Range Rover. (Public beaches: They’re 
for everyone!) This was by far the nicest of 
the street-end beaches along this stretch 
of Lake Washington, with a thoughtfully 
placed wooden bench, a stretch of grass for 
lying on, a sandy—rather than rocky—shore, 
and some lovely trees for casting shade at 
the right hour. We found only one other per-
son there, surrounded by silence.

I t was approaching lunchtime, so we 
changed gears and headed for a secret 
park—as opposed to a secret beach—that 

was in a neighborhood that seemed likely 
to have a sandwich: Queen Anne. The park 
we were looking for is “secret” according to 
Linnea Westerlind, who runs the amazing 
website Year of Seattle Parks, which chron-
icles how Westerlind set out to visit every 
single public park in Seattle in one year and 
ended up doing it—in four.

“Certainly, every park didn’t leave me 
amazed,” Westerlind writes. But she de-
veloped a particular fascination with what 
she calls the city’s “secret parks,” which she 
devotes a section of her website to.

Some of them are street-end beaches 
like the ones we’d visited, but a number of 
them are tiny landlocked public parks that 
most people—even those who’ve lived their 
entire lives in Seattle—could easily miss if 
they didn’t turn down the right streets in 

the right order. For example, Queen Anne’s 
Bhy Kracke Park (at the end of Comstock 
Place), which has an evocative name that 
traces back to a surprising source: a man 
named Werner H. Kracke. He lived on the 
property that is now the park and he liked 
the old-timey phrase “By cracky!” so much 
that it became his nickname, though he 
spelled his nickname in a special way: Bhy 
Kracke. True story.

Anyway, Bhy Kracke Park is a wonderful 
little park with three parking spots, four 
benches, a little grassy lawn, and an epic 
view of South Lake Union. All around are 
enviable homes, and down a switchback 
trail through blackberry bushes are some 
even-more-secret plots of grass and, if you 
take the right fork in the switchback trail, 
Lower Bhy Kracke Park, which has a nice 
picnic shelter and a working water fountain 
(but still no public bathroom, the marker of a 
park the city actually wants you to linger in).

Later on in the day, feeling that our morn-
ing had lacked a secret glimpse of water on 
the western side of the city, we drove to An-
dover Place, one of the secret parks West-
erlind discovered in West Seattle. It can be 
found down a gravel path that leads between 
two waterfront homes—follow the smell of 
salt water and the sound of seagulls. Once 
on the beach, we saw people out on their pri-
vate patios eating dinner as waves splashed 
against tall private breakwaters and the sun 
set over the Olympics. We didn’t have a din-
ner with us to eat, or a table to sit at, but we 
had the view, and even though 10 feet away 
the story would have been different, here on 
this little stretch of beach, we owned it all. ■

Seattle’s Secret Beaches
All of these beaches and parks belong to you—use them!

BY ELI SANDERS

Wherever a public 
street dead-ends at 

water, that’s a public 
beach. Enjoy.

A view of Bellevue from a secret beach on Lake Washington. 
PHOTOS BY JESSICA STEIN
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T here are 120,000 acres of state parks 
in Washington, but there isn’t a single 
square foot where a person is allowed 
to be nude in public. A state law makes 

public nudity in the state park system illegal.
Andrew Sambrook, a 26-year-old Bothell 

man, thinks that is ridiculous.
“We’re not looking for parks to be a place 

where everyone goes to fuck. What we’re 
looking for is parks to be a place where you 
can be more of yourself,” said Sambrook, 
who advocates through his nonprofit Nude-
ParksWA.com.

“If you decide, ‘I really want to swim na-
ked today,’ that’s an option for you,” he added, 
describing what he thinks would be a more 
sensible system.

Sambrook isn’t the first person who’s 
wanted to disrobe in our state parks. The 
state doesn’t keep statistics on how often 
it happens, but Virginia Painter, a spokes-
person for the parks system, said it does 
happen. “Sometimes there are groups that 
have decided to swim naked in a really busy 
area. It happens, [but] it’s not a big prob-
lem,” Painter said.

It’s easy to find federal land where you  
can get naked. There’s no law banning nud-
ity in national parks or national forests. Nei-
ther Olympic National Forest nor Mt. Baker- 
Snoqualmie National Forest—the two clos-
est to Seattle—have banned public nudity.

But Sambrook doesn’t want to hang out 
nude in a remote national forest. He wants 
the state park system to start a pilot program 
that allows nudity in designated areas. To 
accomplish this, he would need help from 
the state legislature, but he hasn’t found any 

lawmakers receptive to the idea.
“State parks are everywhere in Washing-

ton,” Sambrook said. With the state being 
“a progressive leader in our country, I feel 
like [legalizing nudism] is the right step for 
Washington.”

When I met Sambrook to discuss his 
cause, I was completely indifferent to the 
issue. I am not a nudist and I have no desire 
to be around public nudity. Yet I left the in-
terview convinced he was on to something.

One thing that helped persuade me was 
a surprising move Sambrook pulled at the 
end of our interview. We were sitting at Cal 
Anderson Park, and he quickly took off his 
clothes. Suddenly, he was publicly naked.

Nudity is not against the law in the city  
of Seattle (although “lewd conduct” is).

“I wanted you to see this. It proves my 
point,” Sambrook said, after he put his 
clothes back on. “I was naked in this park. 
People saw that. And ask yourself this: 
What happened? Did anyone seem to care?”

I saw a few people who were walking to-
ward the light-rail station snicker as they 
caught a glance of Sambrook sitting on a 
concrete bench without his clothes on. 
Some of the people who (illegally) let their 
dogs run around off-leash in Cal Anderson 
turned from watching their pooches to 
staring at Sambrook’s furry backside. But 
no one did seem to care.

I can’t imagine anyone was harmed. It 
simply wasn’t a big deal. I walked away un-
able to think of a reason people can be nude 
in Seattle but not in our state parks.

Oregon doesn’t have a statewide ban on 
nudity in parks, but individual state parks 
can and do institute bans, according to the 
Oregonian. Out in deeply conservative Ida-
ho, it’s illegal to be nude in any “public place” 
or anywhere where “there is present anoth-
er person” including state parks, according 
to park spokesperson Jennifer Okerlund.

In other words, our ban is similar to the 
situation in a state where Donald Trump got 
more than twice the number of votes as Hil-
lary Clinton. What are we… Idaho? ■

Naked Man vs. The Man
Nudity is against the law in state parks.  

Andrew Sambrook wants to change that.
BY LESTER BLACK

During an interview 
in the park, he took off 
all his clothes. It was 

no big deal.

LESTER BLACK
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I was sitting on a sailboat on Lake Union 
on a warm Tuesday in May when the 
ship’s captain ran into a problem. We 
were minutes into the first Duck Dodge 

sailing race of the season, and the skipper 
was yelling at his crew to jibe—a difficult 
sailing maneuver where one sail goes slack 
and flips to the opposite side of the boat. No 
amount of rope tugging could put the sail 
in the correct position. Other ships raced 
past us. Our boat sat still. Disorder ensued.

“It’s stuck on the cooler!” someone yelled. 
A young woman in khaki shorts freed the 
rope, letting the sail slide into position and 
catch the wind. Our cooler snafu had cost 
us precious minutes. But our captain, BJ, a 
fiftysomething retired Microsoft employee, 
seemed more concerned with the tempera-
ture of the boat’s beer than our scuttled start.

“Keep my cooler closed, you’ll waste my 
ice! C’mon, priorities!” he yelled. Hold-
ing the sailboat’s wheel with one hand, he 
laughed. Then he gave a dad-shake of his 
hips to the rhythm of Luis Fonsi’s “Despaci-
to” playing on the boat’s speakers.

The Duck Dodge is a weekly summer 
boat race on Lake Union, but it’s less of a 
race and more of a party. For the next 17 
Tuesday evenings, the lake will fill with 
sailboats as crews pull ropes back and forth 
and raise and lower and twist sails in pursuit 
of the weekly prize—a sticker of a duck to 
put on the winning sailboat’s mast. I’d seen 
Lake Union fill with hordes of sailboats on 
Tuesdays for years, but I didn’t how fucking 
weird, fun, and welcoming this 45-year-old 
race was until I hopped on BJ’s 42-foot sail-
boat Discovery.

Each Duck Dodge is divided into four 
heats, with the fastest boats taking off first 
and heading counterclockwise around the 
lake, followed by three heats of progressively 
slower boats. After the race is over, the sail-
boats gather in the middle of the lake and 

tie up to each other so people can continue 
partying and drinking while also walking 
from one boat to another.
Discovery was in the third heat, which 

felt increasingly crowded as we made our 
way south toward the first checkpoint, a 
buoy on the Space Needle side of the lake. 
Soon, sailboats were so close together that 
it felt like the lake’s surface had turned into 

an expanse of wooden planks and steel rail-
ings. A lot more time is spent dodging other 
sailors than ducks. Captains and crews grew 
more frantic, everyone focused on getting 
around the buoy and heading north toward 
Gas Works Park.

Well, everyone except for three members 
of the crew of Temptress, a sailboat with a 
woman tied to its mast. As boats rocked back 
and forth within feet of Temptress, two wom-
en in black mesh BDSM outfits performed. 
The sub had her arms tied behind her back 
and to the mast; the Dom was pouring some 
liquid (sparkling wine?) out of a red chalice 
and into the sub’s mouth. The sub writhed 
in apparent pleasure, arched her back, and 
pointed her foot out over the edge of the boat.

No one seemed particularly surprised by 
what was happening. I might have been the 
only astonished one. But then again, it was 
my first Duck Dodge. Up until this point, I 
had little idea what all of those sailboats 
were up to in the middle of the lake in the 
middle of Seattle in the middle of summer 
in the middle of the week. It turns out sailing 
is lot freakier than I thought. ■

Doing the Duck Dodge
A sailboat race happens on Lake Union each  

summer Tuesday, and it’s wilder than you’d expect. 
BY LESTER BLACK

I never knew how 
weird, fun, and 
welcoming this 

45-year-old race is.

A lot more time is spent dodging other sailors than ducks. LESTER BLACK

• Labor Day Weekend • 8/30 - 9/1 •
Howard Amon Park in Richland, WA

FREE MUSIC, DANCING, 
BAND SCRAMBLE, 

OPEN MIC, 
AND MORE

Great Acoustic Music on the Banks of the Columbia River

tumbleweedfest.com 
tumbleweedfest 

@tweedmusicfest

2019 Theme 

 “Power of Song”

honoring 

Pete Seeger’s 

100th birthday



I f you haven’t been enjoying the moun-
tain wilderness lately, you might not 
know that parking at the more popular 
hikes off Interstate 90 has become a 

nightmare.
Two weeks ago, as I pulled into the Mail-

box Peak parking lot at 9 a.m., two county 
employees stopped me. They said the lot for 
the trailhead had been full since 7:30 a.m.  
If I wanted somewhere safe to park, I’d 
need to drive back to North Bend and catch 
a shuttle to the trailhead. Like an idiot, I 
ignored the recommendation, parked a 
mile away, and walked down a dangerous 
mountain road back to the trailhead, com-
plaining that I’d never seen the Mailbox 
parking lot so full, especially not this early 
in the season.

This is exactly the kind of situation King 

County Metro and King County Parks were 
trying to avoid when they introduced the 
Trailhead Direct program in 2017.

The pilot program ran a shuttle only 
between the Issaquah Transit Center and 
Squak and Tiger Mountains. But thanks to 
increased ridership, a public-private part-
nership with outdoor companies, and some 
money from Seattle, the county expanded 
the program in 2018, and again in 2019. Now 
we have new routes! More mountains! And 
more transfer opportunities, baby!

Buses leave Seattle from four different 
transit hubs (see trailheaddirect.org). The 
newest route runs from the Tukwila light 
rail station to the Sky Country trailhead in 
Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park.

Trailheads now accessible by transit in-

clude East Sunset Way, High School Trail, 
Poo Poo Point, Margaret’s Way, Mailbox 
Peak, Little Si, Mount Si, and Mount Tener-
iffe. The county also restructured the routes 
so that riders can reach Cougar Mountain, 
Issaquah Alps, Mailbox Peak, or Mount Si 
from any of the transit hubs.

The first time I hopped aboard the Trail-
head Direct bus, everything that could go 
wrong did go wrong, and yet everything still 
turned out okay. The bus driver picked me 
up from the Mount Baker light rail station 
en route to the Poo Poo Point trailhead 10 
minutes late. He was new and clearly un-
familiar with the route, but it took only 
45 minutes from the point of departure to 
arrive at the trailhead’s broad green field, 
which serves as a landing pad for paragliders.

On the last leg of the brief but meaning-
ful hike, I saw the Trailhead Direct shuttle 
pulling out of the parking lot. Damn. I’d 
have to wait 30 minutes until the next shut-
tle rolled by. No matter. I snacked a little 
and scanned the skies for paragliders. I’d 
never actually seen one land in the fields 
before. Thirty minutes passed by quickly, 
but still there was no sign of the bus. What 
was happening?

Shit was happening. Literally. A semi-
truck packed with fertilizer made from hu-
man waste crashed on I-90, blocking the 
entire highway. The bus I was waiting for 
had been caught up in the traffic and ended 
up being an hour late.

But even after all that, I still got home by  
2 p.m. That was plenty of time to enjoy a Sat-
urday in the city after spending a good clean 
morning in nature. And I could hardly blame 
the traffic on the bus. There’s no escaping 
it. Unless a pile of human filth spills all over 
the highway, chances are you’ll get to the 
mountains from the city in less than an hour.

The Trailhead Direct buses (anywhere 
from 13 to 27 seats) run every 30 minutes 
on weekends and holidays from 7:30 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m. Fare is $2.75. And dogs are cool, un-
less the bus driver thinks your dog sucks. ■

Ride a Bus to the Mountains
Now you don’t need a car to go for a hike.

BY RICH SMITH

Trailhead Direct 
has been expanded! 
New routes! More 
mountains, baby!

COURTESY OF KING COUNTY
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HOLE FAMILY!

BENNETT PROPERTIES • SUB POP • CANNA • WASTE MANAGEMENT • SEATTLE DESIGN 
CENTER • OXBOW • HANGAR CAFE • GEORGETOWN BALLROOM • ELLENOS • SISTERS & 
BROTHERS • AUTOQUEST • FLIP FLIP DING DING • FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKSTORE & GALLERY

WORLD FAMOUS HAZARDFACTORY POWER TOOL RACES • Equinox Studios 
interactive Arts, Carnival Games, ART MOBILE • Seattle Recycled Arts 
Festival exhibits, Spin Art • BEER & WINE GARDENS, Cake Walk, Arts/
Crafts/Artisan and Food Vendors • SPENCER MOODY AND THE BLIND 

SEEKERS, Lesser Disciples, Gabriel Wolfchild, Bear Axe, Bread & Butter, 
Girl Trouble, Willow, A. Greene, Sinister Six, SEATTLE DRUM SCHOOL, 

Eagles Aerie #1 Brass Band, Sirens of Serpentine, Knights of Trash, Cake 
Walk, SANCA Acrobats, SEATTLE RECYCLED ARTS FESTIVAL DAYTIME FASHION 
SHOW • UNDERWOOD STABLES MUSIC: Caleb and Walter, Christy McWilson,   

Johnny7 and the Black Crabs, Outlaw Swing
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L
ong before Boeing was known for airplanes 
mysteriously falling out of the sky and a 
too-cozy relationship with federal regula-
tors, it was known for seaplanes. Bill Boe-
ing’s first flying machine, built in 1916, had 
pontoons rather than wheels.

A fine specimen hangs from the rafters at MOHAI,  
just a stone’s throw from a very active seaplane run-
way: Lake Union. You’ve probably seen Kenmore 
Air’s planes while lazing away a summer afternoon, 
wondering if any of them has ever accidentally de-
capitated a stand-up paddleboarder.

Watching seaplanes is a summertime delight. 
Even better? Flying in one. I will not mince words: 
They are a splurge. One-way flights start at $149 to 
take you to places like Vancouver, Victoria, and the 
San Juan Islands—and it only goes up from there—
while some combination of ferry, train, bus, and/
or car can get you to and from those destinations 
for much less.

But in an increasingly pricey city where splurg-
es abound, soaring over Puget Sound in a vintage 
DHC-2 De Havilland Beaver six-seater is worth 
forking over your hard-earned dough. It’s the best 
bird’s-eye view in the city. (Kenmore also offers 
“scenic flights”—20 minutes of flying around over 
the city for $99.)

My wife and I splurged on a flight to Orcas Island 
last summer to celebrate what the wedding indus-

trial complex calls a “mini-moon” (a short getaway 
after your nuptials that doesn’t necessarily quali-
fy as a honeymoon). For $318 per person, we flew 
round-trip from Lake Union, hopped in a taxi once 
we got to Orcas (there’s only one or two on the is-
land, so call ahead), and spent two blissful nights 
at Doe Bay Resort.

Weight restrictions are tight—just 25 pounds 
each, including accessories like purses—so we 
packed one backpack each and biked down to Lake 
Union the afternoon of our departure. Kenmore Air’s 

terminal is a squat lakeside building with a parking 
lot and a dock at the southern crook of Lake Union, 
just past Jennifer Dixon’s lovely JewelBoats mosaic 
on the Westlake cycletrack. Check-in was beyond 
painless, and we found ourselves with time to spare.

So we went for a swim. I joined the high school-
ers illicitly jumping off the footbridge between the  

Lake Union Park beach and MOHAI. My newly 
minted bride dipped her toes in. We watched our 
chariot come in for a waterborne landing, toweled 
off, and sauntered back over to the terminal. Fifteen 
minutes later, my bathing suit still damp, we were 
taking off from the same splash pad I had just can-
nonballed into. Miraculous.

The plane makes for a noisy ride, but Kenmore 
provides earplugs—and on a clear day, the views are 
stunning. I’ve heard that even on cloudy days, the 
views are stunning. And for those with a fear of flying, 
well, it’s runway all the way.

What sealed the deal on my love affair with sea-
planes was our return. We flew out of Orcas from a 
dock at Rosario Resort, a turn-of-the-last-century 
establishment nestled along postcard-perfect Cas-
cade Bay. We raced to meet the plane on time, only to 
discover there was an hour-plus delay. Island time, 
indeed, but nothing a dockside fish and beer combo 
couldn’t soothe.

The silver lining: When we did finally take off, 
on one of those ephemerally perfect early August 
evenings, the flight aligned with sunset. All of the  
Salish Sea was splayed before us awash in golden 
light. Mount Baker glistened pink with alpenglow. 
We had a front-row seat for the fire-orange sun dis-
appearing into the Strait of Juan de Fuca. Ninety 
minutes later, we were back inside our house, won-
dering if it was all a dream. ■

See the City from a Seaplane
They’re a splurge, but the bird’s-eye views can’t be beat.

BY GREGORY SCRUGGS

On the 35-minute ride to the San Juan Islands, or the 45-minute ride to British Columbia, the view looks like this.
CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

GREGORY SCRUGGS
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Summer Festivals

Top Picks
JUNE 14–AUG 20

Seafair
Every year, this iconic festival (started in 1950) 
puts on dozens of events all around Seattle 
throughout the summer, including community 
parades and cultural celebrations across the city. 
The biggest highlight is the Seafair Weekend 
Festival (Aug 2–4), which features Blue Angels air 
shows, hydroplane racing, and tons more signa-
ture outdoor activities. Other major happenings in-
clude the Seafair Summer Fourth (July 4), Ballard 
SeafoodFest (July 12–14), Lucerne Seafair Milk 
Carton Derby (Sat July 13), and the Alaska Airlines 
Torchlight Parade and Capital One Torchlight Run 
(Sat July 27). (Various locations.)

JUNE 22–23

Fremont Fair
Fremont loves its weird celebrations, and this two-
day outdoor urban festival is arguably its biggest 
event of the year. From its gigantic parade composed 
of costumed participants to its craft market and live 
music events, the tradition has something for hippies, 
families, foodies, and artists alike. (Fremont, free.)

SUN JUNE 30

Seattle Pride Parade
The month of June plays host to many great Pride 
events throughout the city, all of which culminate 
in the gigantic procession that is the Seattle Pride 
Parade, which trails from Fourth Avenue to Seattle 
Center, where a fun party ensues. Years past have 
seen scantily clad Batmen, drag queens, people 
in assless chaps, leather daddies, and families in 
matching hats. (Downtown, 11 am, free.)

JULY 19–21

Bite of Seattle
Year-round, Seattle is filled with festivals devoted 
to niche food and drink offerings, but if there’s one 
event that everyone knows about, it’s the Bite of 
Seattle, a free event at Seattle Center that’s been 
going strong since 1982 and claims to attract more 
than 400,000 guests annually. Seattle’s “original 
& largest food and beverage showcase” rounds up 
food from more than 60 restaurants and pop-up 
vendors. There’s also craft beer and cider tastings, 
cooking demonstrations, cook-off battles, live 
music, and a movie night. (Seattle Center, free.)

Capitol Hill Block Party
Capitol Hill Block Party originally started as a 
charming neighborhood get-together and has since 
morphed into a massive spectacle of Top-40 head-
liners and Seattle heavy hitters converging during 
the dog days of summer in the Pike/Pine corridor. 
The complete lineup for CHBP 2019 features more 
than 60 touring and local talents—including headlin-
ers like future-bass producer RL Grime, beat-heavy 
alt-poppers Phantogram, and twerking-flautist 
phenom Lizzo, mid-range artists like indie heartbreak 
queen Mitski, bedroom pop savant Cuco, and 
ambient house project Shallou, and Seattle stunners 
like soul-rockers the Black Tones, hooky punks Tres 
Leches, and up-and-coming dance pop crafter PSA. 
(Capitol Hill, $70–$425.)

AUG 24–25

THING
With Sasquatch! canceled after a 17-year run, fest 
founder and STG chief programming officer Adam 
Zacks is attempting to fill that void with a new arts 
festival called THING, which will include music, 
comedy, film, visual arts, dance, podcasts, food, 
and a “mentalist.”The full lineup includes pop, rock, 
and folk artists Jeff Tweedy, Calexico/Iron & Wine, 
Kurt Vile, Khruangbin, Phosphorescent, and Jap-
anese Breakfast, plus celebrities like Todd Barry 
and Lindy West. According to the press release, 
inspiration for the festival’s name derives from the 
medieval term “Ting,” which was “an assembly 
of free people to reduce feuds and avoid social 
disorder.” (Fort Worden State Park, Port Townsend, 
$210–$525 [kids 13 & under free].) DAVE SEGAL

AUG 30–SEPT 1

Bumbershoot
Bumbershoot, Seattle’s biggest music, comedy, 
and arts festival, will take over Seattle Center for 
Labor Day weekend for the 49th year. Expect major 
touring artists mixed with local talents across the 
music, art, and comedy spectrums, with a special 
food selection known as B-Eats. (Seattle Center.)

SEASONAL
Adult Recess Seattle
Cal Anderson Park, Sat 
Aug 3, 12–7 pm, $15–$25

Blackberry Festival
Bremerton Boardwalk, 
Aug 31–Sept 2, free

Kirkland Summerfest
Heritage Park, July 26–28, 
free/$40

Parke Diem
Volunteer Park 
Amphitheater, Sat June 
29, 11 am–8 pm, free

Sandsations
Long Beach, July 23–27, 
free

Seagull Calling Festival
Downtown Port Orchard, 
Sat May 25, free

Sequim Lavender 
Festival
Sequim, July 19–21, free

Vashon Island  
Strawberry Festival
Vashon Island, July 19–21, 
free

Vashon Sheepdog 
Classic
Misty Isle Farms, June 
6–9, $15/$25

Washington State Fair
Washington State Fair 
Events Center, Aug 30–
Sept 22, $14

Washington State Inter-
national Kite Festival
Long Beach, Aug 19–25, 
free

West Seattle Summer 
Fest
West Seattle Junction, 
July 12–14, free

COMMUNITY
Dog Fest
Amazon Van Vorst, Wed 
May 29, 11 am–2 pm, free

Evergreen State Fair
Evergreen State Fairgrounds,  
Aug 22–Sept 2, $14

Georgetown Carnival
Various locations, Sat 
June 8, 12–10 pm, free

King County Fair
Enumclaw Expo Center, 
July 18–21

Seattle Hempfest 2019
Myrtle Edwards Park, 
Aug 16–18, $10 suggested 
donation

South Lake Union Block 
Party
South Lake Union, Fri  
Aug 9, free

FOOD & DRINK
Anderson School  
Summer Brewfest
McMenamins Anderson 
School, Sat July 27, free

Bacon Eggs & Kegs
CenturyLink Field,  
June 22–23, 11 am–3 pm, 
$35–$45

Bite of Greece
Greek Orthodox Church of 
the Assumption,  
May 31–June 2, free

Brew Five Three
Tacoma Arts Live, Sat  
Aug 10, 1–8 pm, $25

CHOMP!
Marymoor Park, Sat  
Aug 17, 10 am–6 pm, free

Gig Harbor Food & Wine 
Experience
Gig Harbor, Sat July 27

Hood Canal Shrimpfest
Hood Canal, May 25–26

Jet City Rosé 
Experience
Charles Smith Wines Jet 
City, Sat June 1, 1– 
6 pm, $45

Juan de Fuca Festival
Vern Burton Memorial 
Community Center, May 
24–27, $75/$85

Short 
List
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Kirkland Uncorked
Marina Park, July 12–14, 
$15–$25

Pour
Block 41, Sat June 22,  
1–4 pm, $40–$75

PROOF
Fremont Studios, Sat 
July 13

Seattle Cheese and 
Meat Festival
Block 41, Sat June 29,  
11 am–6 pm, $35–$145

Seattle International 
Beerfest
Fisher Pavilion,  
July 12–14, $5–$50

Seattle Street Food 
Festival
139 ninth Avenue,  
July 6–7, 12–6 pm, free

Washington Brewers 
Festival
King County’s Marymoor 
Park, June 14–16, $5–$75

MUSIC
Ballard Jazz Festival
Various locations,  
May 29–June 1, $15–$120

Bellevue Jazz & Blues 
Festival
Various locations,  
May 29–June 2, free–$55

Cascadia NW Arts  
& Music Festival
Masonic Family 
Campground, July 25–28, 
$180–$205

Couth Buzzard  
Jazz Festival
Couth Buzzard,  
May 24–27, 7:30–10 pm, 
$10–$40

Darrington Bluegrass 
Festival
Darrington Bluegrass 
Music Park, July 19–21

Doe Bay Fest 12
Doe Bay Resort, Aug 7–12, 
$195

Federal Way Rhythm & 
Brews Festival
Town Square Park, Sat 
July 20, 12–5 pm, $25

HONK! Fest West
Various locations,  
May 31–June 2, free

Jazz Port Townsend 
Festival
McCurdy Pavilion at Fort 
Worden State Park,  
July 25–27, $25–$185

Oak Harbor Music 
Festival
Oak Harbor Library,  
Aug 30–Sept 1, free

Mechanismus Festival
Highline, June 25–July 1, 
7 pm, $45–$185

Paradiso Festival
Gorge Amphitheatre, June 
14–15, $179–$499

PBJam Fest 2019
Nectar, Fri July 12, 5 pm, 
$16–$31

Pain in the Grass
White River 
Amphitheatre, Tues July 
30, Aug 2–3, $30–$130+

Poverty Bay Blues & 
Brews
Des Moines Beach Park, 
Sat Aug 24

Seaprog 2019
Columbia City Theater, 
June 7–9, $35/$90

Summer Meltdown 
2019
Darrington Bluegrass 
Music Park, Aug 1–4,  
2 pm, $260+

Timber! Outdoor Music 
Festival
Tolt-McDonald Park,  
July 11–13, $45–$110+

The Vera Project  
Presents Search Party
Seattle Center, Sat July 6, 
2–10 pm, $35/$40

Watershed Festival
Gorge Amphitheatre,  
Aug 2–4, $215+ (sold out)

CULTURE
Dragonfest
Chinatown-International 
District, Sat June 29,  
11 am–7 pm, free

Festál Cultural  
Festivals
Seattle Center, free, 
through Nov 9

Nordic Sól
Nordic Museum,  
Aug 22–25

Northwest Folklife 
Festival
Seattle Center,  
May 24–27,  
$10 suggested

QUEER
PrideFest Capitol Hill
Cal Anderson Park & 
North Broadway, Sat 
June 29, 12–10 pm, free

Volunteer Park Pride 
Festival
Volunteer Park, Sat June 
8, 12–7 pm, free

ARTS
Alki Art Fair
Alki Beach, July 27–28, 
free

Arts in Nature Festival
Camp Long, June 29–30, 
12 pm, free

BAM ARTSfair
Bellevue Arts Museum, 
July 26–28, free

Bellingham Arts & 
Music Festival 
Lookout Arts Quarry,  
May 31–June 2, $100+

Edmonds Arts Festival
Various locations,  
June 14–16, free

Fresh Paint
Port of Everett Marina, 
Aug 17–18, 10 am–5 pm, 
free

Glazer’s Photofest!
Glazer’s Camera, June 1–2

Inscape Arts Bash
Inscape, Sat June 1,  
3 pm–1 am, $15–$25

Recycled Arts Festival
Georgetown, Sat June 8, 
12–10 pm, free

Redmond Arts Festival
Redmond Town Center, 
July 12–14

Renegade Craft Fair
Magnuson Park Hangar 30, 
July 20–21,  
11 am–6 pm, free

Seattle Art Fair
CenturyLink Field Event 
Center, Aug 1–4

Seattle Design Festival
Various locations,  
Aug 16–25

Seattle International 
Film Festival
Various locations, $15–
$2600, through June 9

Seattle Tattoo Expo
Seattle Center Exhibition 
Hall, Aug 16–18, $20–$50

Sorticulture Garden 
Arts Festival
American Legion 
Memorial Park, June 
7–9, free

Seattle Outdoor  
Theater Festival
Volunteer Park,  
July 13–14, free

Urban Craft Uprising
Seattle Center, June 
22–23, 11 am–5 pm, free

SEATTLE ORGANICS 

KRATOM SHOP
DISCOUNT KRATOM. 

GREEN, RED, WHITE, YELLOW & GOLD STRAINS. 
POWDER AND CAPSULES IN STOCK.

13754 AURORA AVE N # A SEATTLE WA 98133   206-880-5910   OPEN MONDAY–SATURDAY 10AM–8PM

1660 Harbor Ave SW
206-953-0237  
www.KayakAlki.com

Daily Guided sea 
kayak tours on 

the Puget Sound  
No experience necessary

Hourly Kayak, SUP, 
Bike & Skate Rentals

Stand Up Paddle Board 
& Kayak Classes

@gramso
fg

na
ts

NA
TH

ALIE GRAHAM

http://www.KayakAlki.com


Blunt Talk
BY KATIE HERZOG

Are Pot Sodas 
Worth the Price?

A fter my coworker Evanne Hall told 
me that Happy Apple’s 100 milligram 
cannabis-infused apple soda gave her 
a near-death experience, I had to try 

it myself.
Evanne drank half of the 12-ounce bev-

erage and did a few bong rips. She became 
panicky and paranoid, and she had to keep 
one foot on the ground to keep the world 
from spinning. “We turned off the lights and 
put on Futurama,” she said, “which helped a 
lot because at least it was familiar.” Evanne 
was fine by morning, but the strength of this 
drink was confirmed by a budtender in Se-
attle who told me that he drank a weed soda 
before a shift and fell asleep at work.

The idea of getting that high might not 
be appealing to everyone, but I’ve been on 
a mission for years to get scary stoned. This 
mission has largely been a failure. With the 
exception of a very large blunt smoked on 
the rooftop of a 28-story building last year, 
no bong hit, no edible, no Rick Simpson Oil, 
no dab has come close to making my world 
spin. I’ve smoked so much pot that I barely 
get buzzed anymore, no matter how much I 
do. If anything could get me scary stoned, I 
hoped this soda was it.

Plus, I hadn’t tried one before and it was 
a hot day. The 12-ounce drink—which, ac-
cording to the label, contained 10 servings—
was crisp, refreshing, and not too sweet. It 
tasted more like apple cider than apple soda, 
and it went down far easier than the Ever-
clear-based cannabis tincture I make weed 
drinks with at home. It was also $30, which 
is exceedingly pricey for a single high. You 
could always drink some and save the rest for 
later, but that’s the problem with weed sodas: 
Once you pop the top, they start going flat.

About an hour after draining the bottle, 
I was murdering blackberry bushes in my 
backyard and started feel a wave coming on. 

Convinced that I was about to be on my ass 
for the rest of the night, I rushed inside to 
prepare. I gathered snacks, put on soft pants, 
and picked out a playlist. And then I waited. 
And waited. And waited.

The wave never came. I might as well have 
taken $30 and burned it.

I am, however, not the typical user. So I 
got two more sodas and gave them to my 
colleagues to try. Chase Burns, our digital 
editor, split a 10 milligram Honeydew Mel-
on Soda by Olala with his boyfriend before 
going to see a Kara Swisher lecture down-
town. “I smoke weed all the time, but I’m 
sensitive to edibles for some stupid reason. 
So five milligrams is usually fine for me,” he 
said. “It was more like a strong aspirin. It 
took away the pain of being in a concert hall 
surrounded by baby boomers, but it did not 
make me feel, like, Tommy Chong–high.” He 
recommends it as a melatonin replacement 
before bed.

Lester Black, a staff writer, drank a 30 
milligram Moss Cow Mule Ginger Beer at 
precisely 4:20 p.m. “By 5:20, I was just start-
ing to feel some effects,” he said. “Mostly a 
lazy-limb body high.” He said he was less 
pissed than usual when his bus was late, but, 
he added, “I went to the mall and returned a 
computer cord without embarrassing my-
self, so I couldn’t have been that high.” By 
the time Lester made it home, he said he’d 
completely forgotten that he’d had any pot.

These sodas can work, I’m sure of it— but 
probably not for people who smoke as much 
pot as I do. For us, I’m afraid, the only way to 
get scary stoned is taking tolerance breaks. n

The 12-ounce Happy 
Apple soda was crisp, 

refreshing, and not 
too sweet.

I drank 100 milligrams of THC to find out what would happen.
RACHELLE ABELLAR
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Visit StrangerThingsToDo.com to find every event 

happening in Seattle—and now, save the ones you 

want to remember to your own personal list.

Your Complete Guide 
to Summer Events in Seattle 

PRIDE FOOD & DRINK EVENTS
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1.844.DOCK.420 ∙ DOCKSIDECANNABIS.COM

Elevate 
your summer!

Fresh Weekly Deals

No-Fee ATM's

Price Match&
Satisfaction Guarantee

Compassionate, 
Knowledgeable Staff

Award-Winning 
Product Selection

Safe Space for EVERYONE

#LIVE DOCKSIDE

Come see why we’re the longest operating 
cannabis shop in Washington state!

This product has intoxicating e�ects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the in�uence 
of this drug. There may be health risks involved with consumption of this product. For use only by adults 21+ Keep out of reach of children.
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Free Will Astrology
BY ROB BREZSNY

May 22–28
ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): In the coming weeks, I suspect 
you will have the wisdom to criticize yourself in constructive ways that will 
at least partially solve a long-standing problem. Hallelujah! I bet you will 
also understand what to do to eliminate a bad habit by installing a new 
good habit. Please capitalize on that special knowledge! There’s one further 
capacity I suspect you’ll have: the saucy ingenuity necessary to alleviate a 
festering fear. Be audacious!

TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): What standards might we 
use in evaluating levels of sexual satisfaction? One crucial measure is the 
tenderness and respect that partners have for each other. Others include the 
ability to play and have fun, the freedom to express oneself uninhibitedly, 
the creative attention devoted to unpredictable foreplay, and the ability to 
experience fulfilling orgasms. How do you rate your own levels, Taurus? 
Wherever you may currently fall on the scale, the coming months will be 
a time when you can accomplish an upgrade. How? Read authors who 
specialize in the erotic arts. Talk to your partners with increased boldness 
and clarity. While meditating, search for clues in the depths.

GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): If there were a Hall of Fame for 
writers, Shakespeare might have been voted in first. His work is regarded 
as a pinnacle of intellectual brilliance. And yet here’s a fun fact: The Bard 
quoted well over a thousand passages from the Bible. Can you imagine a 
modern author being taken seriously by the literati if he or she frequently 
invoked such a fundamental religious text? I bring this to your attention so 
as to encourage you to be Shakespeare-like in the coming weeks. That is, 
be willing to draw equally from both intellectual and spiritual sources, be a 
deep thinker who communes with sacred truths, synergize the functions of 
your discerning mind and your devotional heart.

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): “People will choose unhappi-
ness over uncertainty,” writes Cancerian author and entrepreneur Timothy 
Ferriss. He doesn’t do that himself, but rather is quite eager to harvest the 
perks of dwelling in uncertainty. I presume this aptitude has played a role 
in his huge success; his books have appeared on best-seller lists and his 
podcasts have been downloaded more than 300 million times. In telling you 
this, I’m not encouraging you to embrace the fertile power of uncertainty 
24 hours a day and 365 days of every year. But I am urging you to do just 
that for the next three weeks. There will be big payoffs if you do, including 
rich teachings on the art of happiness.

LEO (JULY 23–AUG. 22): Many 18th-century pirates were com-
mitted to democracy and equality among their ranks. The camaraderie and 
fairness and mutual respect that prevailed on pirate ships were markedly 
different from the oppressive conditions faced by sailors who worked for 
the navies of sovereign nations. The latter were often pressed into service 
against their will and had to struggle to collect meager salaries. Tyrannical 
captains controlled all phases of their lives. I bring this to your attention, Leo, 
with the hope that it will inspire you to seek out alternative approaches to 
rigid and hierarchical systems. Gravitate toward generous organizations that 
offer you ample freedom and rich alliances. The time is right to ally yourself 
with emancipatory influences.

VIRGO (AUG. 23–SEPT 22): Don’t wait around for fate to 
decide which decisions you should make and what directions you should 
go. Formulate those decisions yourself, with your willpower fully engaged. 
Never say, “If it’s meant to be, it will happen.” Rather, resolve to create the 
outcomes you strongly desire to happen. Do you understand how important 
this is? You shouldn’t allow anyone else to frame your important questions 
and define the nature of your problems; you’ve got to do the framing and 
defining yourself. One more thing: Don’t fantasize about the arrival of 
the “perfect moment.” The perfect moment is whenever you decree it is.

LIBRA (SEPT 23–OCT 22): In the coming weeks, I hope you’ll 
regularly give yourself to generous, expansive experiences. I hope you’ll think 
big, funny thoughts and feel spacious, experimental emotions. I hope you’ll 
get luxurious glimpses of the promise your future holds, and I hope you’ll 
visualize yourself embarking on adventures and projects you’ve been too 
timid or worried to consider before now. For best results, be eager to utter 
the word “MORE!” as you meditate on the French phrase “joie de vivre” 
and the English phrase “a delight in being alive.”

SCORPIO (OCT 23–NOV 21): According to Popular Mechanics 
magazine, more than three million sunken ships are lying on the bottom 
of the world’s oceans. Some of them contain billions of dollars’ worth of 
precious metals and jewels. Others are crammed with artifacts that would 
be of great value to historians and archaeologists. And here’s a crazy fact: 
Less than 1 percent of all those potential treasures have been investigated by 
divers. I bring this to your attention, Scorpio, because I hope it might inspire 
you to explore your inner world’s equivalent of lost or unknown riches. The 
astrological omens suggest that the coming weeks will be an excellent time 
to go searching for them.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22–DEC 21): “Some days you need 
god’s grace,” writes poet Scherezade Siobhan. “On other days: the feral 
tongue of vintage whiskey and a mouth kissed by fire.” I’m guessing, 
Sagittarius, that these days you might be inclined to prefer the feral tongue 
of vintage whiskey and a mouth kissed by fire. But according to my astro-
logical analysis, those flashy phenomena would not motivate you to take the 
corrective and adaptive measures you actually need. The grace of god—or 
whatever passes for the grace of god in your world—is the influence that 
will best help you accomplish what’s necessary. Fortunately, I suspect you 
know how to call on and make full use of that grace.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22–JAN 19): Capricorn poet William Staf-
ford articulated some advice that I think you need to hear right now. Please 
hold it close to your awareness for the next 21 days. “Saying things you do 
not have to say weakens your talk,” he wrote. “Hearing things you do not 
need to hear dulls your hearing.” By practicing those protective measures, 
Capricorn, you will foster and safeguard your mental health. Now here’s 
another gift from Stafford: “Things you know before you hear them—those 
are you, those are why you are in the world.”

AQUARIUS (JAN 20–FEB 18): “Love is an immoderate thing / 
And can never be content,” declared poet W.B. Yeats. To provide you with 
an accurate horoscope, I’ll have to argue with that idea a bit. From what I 
can determine, love will indeed be immoderate in your vicinity during the 
coming weeks. On the other hand, it’s likely to bring you a high degree of 
contentment—as long as you’re willing to play along with its immoderate-
ness. Here’s another fun prediction: I suspect that love’s immoderateness, 
even as it brings you satisfaction, will also inspire you to ask for more from 
love and expand your capacity for love. And that could lead to even further 
immoderate and interesting experiments.

PISCES (FEB 19–MARCH 20): You will know you are in sweet 
alignment with the cosmic forces if you have an impulse to try a rash ad-
venture, but decide instead to work on fixing a misunderstanding with an 
ally. You can be sure you’re acting in accordance with your true intuition if 
you feel an itch to break stuff, but instead channel your fierce energy into 
improving conditions at your job. You will be in tune with your soul’s code 
if you start fantasizing about quitting what you’ve been working on so 
hard, but instead sit down and give yourself a pep talk to reinvigorate your 
devotion and commitment.

Homework: Make up a secret identity for yourself. What is it? How do you 
use it? Testify at freewillastrology.com.

May 29–June 4
ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): In the coming weeks, it will 
make good sense for you to travel down winding paths replete with in-
teresting twists and provocative turns. The zigzags you’ll be inspired to 
pursue won’t be inconvenient or inefficient, but rather will be instrumental 
in obtaining the healing you need. To honor and celebrate this oddly lucky 
phase, I’ll quote parts of “Flying Crooked,” a poem by Robert Graves. “The 
butterfly will never master the art of flying straight, yet has a just sense of 
how not to fly: He lurches here and here by guess and God and hope and 
hopelessness. Even the acrobatic swift has not his flying-crooked gift.”

TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): Has a part of you become 
too timid, docile, or prosaic? Is there an aspect of your beautiful soul that 
is partially muzzled, submissive, or housebroken? If so, now is a favorable 
time to seek an antidote. But listen closely: The cure isn’t to become chaotic, 
turbulent, and out of control. It would be counterproductive to resort to 
berserk mayhem. Here’s a better way: Be primal, lush, and exciting. Be 
wildly playful and unpredictably humorous and alluringly intriguing. Try 
experiments that rouse your rowdy sweetness, your unkempt elegance, 
your brazen joy, and your sensual intelligence.

GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): I prefer live theater to movies. 
The glossy flawlessness of films, accomplished by machines that assemble 
and polish, is less emotionally rich than the direct impact of live performers’ 
unmediated voices and bodies and emotions. Their evocative imperfections 
move me in ways that glossy flawlessness can’t. Even if you’re not like me, 
Gemini, I invite you to experiment with my approach for a while—not just 
in the entertainment you choose, but in all areas of your life. As much as 
possible, get your experience raw and unfiltered.

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): I’ve got a message for you from 
Cancerian poet Tyler Knott Gregson. Please read it every day for the next 
15 days, including when you first wake up and right before sleep. Here it is: 
“Promise me you will not spend so much time treading water and trying to 
keep your head above the waves that you forget, truly forget, how much 
you have always loved to swim.”

LEO (JULY 23–AUG. 22): In 2003, a group of thieves in Ant-
werp, Belgium, pulled off the biggest jewelry heist in history. To steal the 
diamonds, gold, and other gems, together worth more than $100 million, 
they had to outsmart security guards, a seismic sensor, a protective magnetic 
field, Doppler radar, infrared detectors, and a lock. I mention this, Leo, be-
cause I suspect that in the coming weeks you will have a comparable ability 
to insinuate yourself into the presence of previously inaccessible treasures 
and secrets and codes. You’ll be able to penetrate barriers that have kept 
you shut off from valuable things. (P.S. But I hope that unlike the Antwerp 
thieves, you’ll use your superpowers in an ethical manner.)

VIRGO (AUG. 23–SEPT 22): In the northeast corner of Spain, 
bordering France, is an area known as Catalonia. With its own culture and 
language, it has a long history of seeking complete autonomy. On four 
occasions it has declared itself to be independent from Spain. The most 
recent time was in 2017, when 92 percent of the Catalans who voted 
expressed the desire to be free of Spain’s rule. Alas, none of the rebellions 
have succeeded. In the latest instance, no other nation on earth recognized 
Catalonia’s claim to be an independent republic. In contrast to its frustrated 
attempts, your own personal quest to seek greater independence could 
make real progress in the coming months. For best results, formulate a 
clear intention and define the precise nature of the sovereignty you seek. 
Write it down!

LIBRA (SEPT 23–OCT 22): A Libran blogger named Ocean-
Algorithms wrote, “I’m simultaneously wishing I were a naturalist whose 
specialty is finding undiscovered species in well-explored places; and a 
skateboarding mathematician meditating on an almost-impossible-to-solve 
equation as I practice my skateboard tricks; and a fierce forest witch who 
casts spells on nature-despoilers; and a gothic heroine with twelve suitors; 
and the sexiest cat that ever lived.” I love how freewheeling and wide-
ranging OceanAlgorithms is with her imaginative fantasies. In light of the 
current astrological omens, I encourage you to do the same. Give yourself 
permission to dream and scheme extravagantly.

SCORPIO (OCT 23–NOV 21): Geologists aren’t exactly sure why, 
but almost six million years ago, the Strait of Gibraltar closed up. As a result, 
the Mediterranean Sea was cut off from the Atlantic Ocean, and within a 
thousand years, it had mostly disappeared. Fast-forward 600,000 years. 
Again, geologists don’t understand how it happened, but a flood broke 
through the barrier, allowing the ocean to flow back into the Mediterranean 
basin and restore it to its previous status as a sea. I propose that we invoke 
that replenishment as a holy symbol for the process you’re engaged in: a 
replenishment of your dried-out waters.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22–DEC 21): I invite you to meditate on 
this proposal from writer Radha Marcum: “The spiritual definition of love 
is that when you look at the person you love, it makes you love yourself 
more.” I hope there’s a lot of that kind of action going on for you in the 
next four weeks. According to my assessment of life’s secret currents, all of 
creation will be conspiring to intensify and deepen your love for yourself 
by intensifying and deepening your love for other people. Cooperate with 
that conspiracy, please!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22–JAN 19): Is there a creature on earth 
that’s more annoying than the mosquito? I’ve never heard anyone gaze 
upon one of the pesky monsters sucking blood out of her arm and say, 
“Aw, what a cute little bug.” And yet there is a town in Russia that holds a 
jokey three-day celebration every year in honor of the mosquito. The people 
who live in Berezniki even stage a “most delicious” competition, in which 
people allow themselves to be pricked by mosquitoes for 20 minutes, with 
an award going to whomever accumulates the most bites. I highly approve 
of the spirit of this approach for your own use in the coming weeks, Cap-
ricorn. If you have fun with the things that bother you, I bet they won’t 
bother you as much.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20–FEB 18): It’s the Forever Season, 
Aquarius. You have poetic license to act as if your body will live for a hun-
dred years and your soul will live for all eternity. You are authorized to believe 
that in the coming decades, you will grow steadily wiser, kinder, happier, and 
wilder. During the Forever Season, you may have dreams like flying over a 
waterfall at sunset, or finding the lost magic you were promised before you 
were born, or discovering the key to a healing you feared would always 
elude you. As you careen through this unpredictable grace period, your 
understanding of reality may expand dramatically. I bet you’ll get practical 
epiphanies about how to express yourself with greater effectiveness.

PISCES (FEB 19–MARCH 20): A musical historian from Cam-
bridge University decided it would be amusing to perform forgotten songs 
that were written in the Rhineland a thousand years ago. His research wasn’t 
easy, because musical notation was different back then. But he ultimately 
reconstructed the tunes in ways that he felt were 80 percent faithful to the 
originals. He and other musicians subsequently performed and recorded 
them. I propose a somewhat comparable assignment for you in the coming 
weeks, Pisces. You will benefit, I believe, from trying to recover the truth 
about events that occurred a long time ago and/or by trying to revivify old 
beauty that has new relevance.

Homework: Finish this sentence, “The one thing that really keeps me from 
being myself is ____.” Testify at truthrooster@gmail.com.

mailto:truthrooster@gmail.com
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Savage Love
BY DAN SAVAGE

Hard Feelings
I keep running into the same issue with my 
best friend of five years. (She’s also my maid of 
honor at my upcoming wedding.) We’re both 
empaths—most of my friends are—and we’re 
both in therapy working on how to cope with 
that. I have severe anxiety that impacts my 
physical health, so one of the empath-related 
issues I’m working on is not following through 
with plans when I need to take time alone. My 
friend claims she understands this but my ac-
tions severely impact her mood. Example: We’ll 
make tentative plans to get together, I’ll feel too 
sick to follow through, and then she’s in a nega-
tive emotional spiral for days. The final straw 
came when she called me late this past Friday 
night—just once, with no subsequent voice mail, 
text message, or follow-up call. On Monday 
morning, I sent her a text message asking how 
her weekend was and got an icy reply. Evident-
ly, something happened to her on Friday, she 
called me for support, and my failure to return 
her call left her feeling very upset. I apologized 
for the accidental trigger and tried to lay down 
some protocols for reaching out in an emergen-
cy situation (leave me a voice mail and send a 
follow-up text) so I know it’s urgent. She hasn’t 
replied. I’m really frustrated. She has a lot of 
baggage around being shamed for being emo-
tional, so I try to be careful not to invalidate her 
feelings, but I don’t know if that’s even making a 
difference. We’ve had several conflicts over the 
last year, always triggered by something I did 
or said, almost always accidentally, that caused 
her to “take a step back.” She insists she under-
stands I’m doing my best to be a good friend 
while also working through my own emotional 
shit. But that’s not the sense I’m getting. I’m 
feeling increasingly like it’s impossible to be a 
human being AND her friend. Until recently, 
I had zero emotional boundaries and made 
myself available to her at a moment’s notice to 
help shoulder her emotional burden. But now 
that I’m trying to be more conservative with 
my abundance and take better care of myself, it 
seems like all I do is hurt her. What the fuck do 
I do? I’ve tried to be open-minded and patient 
with her dramatic mood swings, but she seems 
unable to give me the benefit of the doubt, which 
I always try to give her. This rocky ground be-
tween us is adding more stress to the whole 
wedding situation. (You’re supposed to be able 
to rely on your maid of honor, right?) This thing 
we have is not sustainable as it is, although I 
love her deeply. Help me figure this out?

Emotions Making Personal  
Affection Too Hard

Being so attuned to other people’s emotional 
states that you feel their pain—being an em-
path—sounds exhausting. But Lori Gottlieb, 
a psychotherapist in private practice, isn’t 
convinced your empath superpowers are the 
problem here.

“EMPATH’s moods seem overly dependent 
on what the other person does,” said Gottlieb. 
“That’s not being ‘an empath.’ Most people 
are empathetic, which isn’t the same as what 
these two are doing. They’re drowning in 
each other’s feelings. This is what pop culture 
might call codependency, and what in therapy 
we’d call an attachment issue.”

From your letter, EMPATH, it sounds 
like you might be ready to detach from your 
friend—you mentioned a final straw and 
described the relationship as not sustain-
able—and detaching would resolve this at-
tachment issue.

“This feels less like a friendship and more 
like a psychodrama where they’re each 
playing out their respective issues,” said 
Gottlieb. “A friendship isn’t about solving 
another person’s emotional issues or being 
the container for them. It isn’t about being 
devastated by another person’s feelings or 
boundaries. It should be a mutually fulfilling 
relationship, not being co-therapists to each 
other. In a strong friendship, each person can 
handle her own emotions rather than relying 
on the friend to regulate them for her.”

Gottlieb started writing an advice column 
because, unlike psychotherapists, advice 
columnists are supposed to tell people what 
to do. I’m guessing your therapist mostly 
asks questions and gently nudges, EMPATH, 
but since Gottlieb has her advice-columnist 
hat on today and not her psychotherapist 
hat, I asked her to tell you what to do.

“She should act more like a friend than 
a therapist/caretaker,” said Gottlieb. “She 
shouldn’t treat her friend or herself as if 
they’re too fragile to handle basic commu-
nication or boundaries. And they should both 
be working out their issues with their respec-
tive therapists, not with each other.”

And if you decide to keep this woman in 
your life (and your wedding party), EM-
PATH, you’ll both have to work on—sigh—
your communication skills.

“Right now, they don’t seem to know how 
to communicate directly with each other,” 
said Gottlieb. “It’s either an icy text or com-
plaining to outside parties about each oth-
er. But when it comes to how they interact 
with each other, they’re so careful, as if one 
or both might break if they simply said, ‘Hey, 
I really care about you and I know sometimes 
you want to talk about stuff, but sometimes 
it feels like too much and maybe something 
you can talk to your therapist about.’”

Lori Gottlieb’s new book, Maybe You Should 
Talk to Someone, is a New York Times best sell-
er. Follow her on Twitter @LoriGottlieb1.

I will be driving to New Orleans from Toron-
to. It’s almost impossible to drive from On-
tario to Louisiana without stopping for fuel/
food/hotel in Ohio, Georgia, or Alabama. But 
I want to boycott Handmaid states during my 
trip. Even then, I feel I have to check the news 
every day to see what state is next. Do you 
have any practical advice for me? Or should I 
just stay home until your democratic systems 
and your courts are fixed and your Electoral 
College is abolished?

Canadian Avoids Nearing  
Terrible Georgia, Ohio…

Why head south, CANTGO? Even if you’ve 
lived in Canada all your life, you couldn’t 
possibly have explored every corner of your 
beautiful country. But if you absolutely, pos-
itively must board the Titanic—excuse me, 
if you must visit the United States—take a 
hard right after you cross the border and 
head west instead. Enjoy Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula, check out some of those lakes 
they’re always talking about in Minneso-
ta, speed through the Dakotas, Montana, 
and the skinniest part of Idaho, and pretty 
soon you’ll be in Washington State, where a 
woman’s right to choose is enshrined in the 
state constitution. The summers are lovely, 
we’ve got hiking trails that will take you to 
mountain lakes, and Democrats control both 
houses of the state legislature and the gov-
ernor’s mansion, so you won’t have to check 
the news every day when you’re in Seattle.

CONFIDENTIAL TO EVERYONE: Anti- 
choice, anti-woman, anti-sex bills have been 
rammed through Republican-controlled 
state legislatures in Ohio, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Missouri, Arkansas, Utah, Mississippi, and 
Alabama. “The new wave of anti-abortion 
laws suggests that a post-Roe America won’t 
look like the country did before 1973, when 
the court case was decided,” Michelle Gold-
berg wrote in the New York Times. “It will 
probably be worse.” If these bills are declared 
constitutional—a real possibility now—doc-
tors will be jailed, women who have miscar-
riages will be prosecuted, and many forms 
of birth control will be banned. If you’re as 
pissed off as I am—and anyone who isn’t can 
piss right off—please make sure you and all 
your friends are registered to vote so you can 
vote out anti-choice state legislators and 
governors in 2020. To be clear: Right now, 
abortion remains legal in all 50 states. So 
you don’t have to wait until next November 
to send a “fuck you” to red-state Republicans 
pushing these laws. Make a donation to an 
organization that helps women obtain abor-
tions in red states—like The Yellowhammer 
Fund in Alabama (yellowhammerfund.org), 
Gateway Women’s Access Fund in Missou-
ri (gwaf.org), and Women Have Options in 
Ohio (womenhaveoptions.org). n

JOE NEWTON

mail@savagelove.net   
@fakedansavage on Twitter  

ITMFA.org

ON THE LOVECAST
Dan chats with actor Maddie Corman:  

savagelovecast.com.

Strike a 
Live Match

Seattle  
206-753-CHAT (2428)

Tacoma 253-359-CHAT
Everett 425-405-CHAT

Vancouver, WA 360-314-CHAT
Vancouver, BC 604-343-3013

Victoria, BC 778-747-0269
Portland 503-222-CHAT

More Numbers on LiveMatch.com

8-9PM 
Always FREE to chat with VIP members 
 1on1, live group chatrooms, forums

All orientations welcome

Free
Chat Hour
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NW Folklife Festival
The goal of the Northwest Folklife Festival 
(May 24–27), Seattle’s biggest annual cul-
tural festival, is noble as heck: It envisions 
“strong communities, united by arts and 
culture… When people share aspects of their 
culture, opportunities are created to dissolve 
misunderstandings, break down stereotypes, 
and increase respect for one another.” What 
does this translate to? A gigantic Memorial 
Day weekend hippie fest at Seattle Center full 
of lovely people dancing, performing world 
music (from “yodeling to beatboxing” and 
everything in between), serving tasty street 
food, and leading workshops in arts and 
crafts. It’s a great, if potentially overwhelm-
ing, people-watching experience, plus a nice 
way to see local music. The 2019 spotlight 
is “Youth Rising,” which celebrates and am-
plifies youth voices from around the region.

Out-of-Town Memorial 
Day Weekend Festivals
Federally observed three-day weekends are 
few and far between, and hopping over to one 
of Seattle’s neighboring towns is the best way 
to feel like you’re on vacation without going 
whole-hog with a plane ticket. Lucky for 
you, there’s plenty going on this Memorial 
Day to make a road trip worth your while, 
including Port Angeles’s music, comedy, and 
dance festival Juan de Fuca (May 24–27), 
Vashon Island’s lodge-set outdoor market 
Fire Sale (May 25–26), the seafood-cen-
tric Hood Canal Shrimpfest (May 25–26), 

and Port Orchard’s decidedly quirky Seagull 
Calling Fest (Sat May 25). Got the travel 
bug? Set out the next weekend for the Ana-
cortes Waterfront Festival (June 1–2), 
the Bellingham Arts & Music Festival 
(May 31–June 2), Duvall Days (Sat June 1), 
or Tacoma’s Water Lantern Festival (Sat 
June 1) or Northwest Pinball and Arcade 
Show (May 31–June 2).

Pride Month Begins
The Seattle Pride Parade is on the last day 
of June, but there are plenty of other queer 
celebrations taking place all month long. This 
fortnight brings neighborhood celebrations 
like PhinneyWood Pride Rainbow Hop 
(Sat June 1), Burien Pride (Sat June 1), and 
the first annual White Center Pride (June 
5–9). On Capitol Hill, help get the neighbor-
hood ready for PrideFest at the annual civil 
service tradition Capitol Hill Clean Sweep 
(Sun June 2) or check out the Capitol Hill 
Pride Concert at Seattle Central College 
(Sat June 1). Elsewhere, party with DJs and 
drag queens at Pride Asia (Sun May 26) at 
Hing Hay Park or check out the Beyoncé- and 
Lizzo-themed Pride Skate (Wed June 5) at 
Southgate Roller Rink.

SIFF Continues
There are almost three weeks left of the in-
dispensable Seattle International Film Fes-
tival (it officially ends June 9), so get down 
to watchin’! Some suggestions: Celebrate 
indigenous filmmaking at the Indigenous 
Kickoff Event at the Gates Foundation 

Discovery Center (Thurs May 24), get a 
sneak peek of Stranger film critic Charles 
Mudede’s upcoming film Thin Skin (Mon 
May 27 at SIFF Cinema Egyptian), or trip 
out on the cult classic Fantastic Planet 
with a live score by DJ NicFit (Thurs May 
30 at SIFF Cinema Egyptian). You can also 
catch the Mindy Kaling–starring Late Night 
(June 1–2) or hail actor Regina Hall at a spe-
cial tribute and screening of Support 
the Girls (Sun June 2, both at the Egyptian). 
Find more options on page 54 of this issue, or 
at thestranger.com/siff.

Summer Farmers 
Markets Open
It’s officially the season for farmers mar-
kets, so go peruse the stalls and scoop up a 
bounty of fresh seasonal produce and arti-
sanal products. Markets in Columbia City 
(Wednesdays), Wallingford (Wednesdays), 
and Madrona (Fridays) are already open 
for the season. Plus, get ready for markets 
in City Hall Plaza and Denny Regrade 
on Tuesdays beginning May 28. Shortly af-
ter, Queen Anne (home to the city’s only 
independent farmers market) and South 
Lake Union will get markets on Thursdays 
starting May 30, followed by one on First 
Hill on Fridays starting May 31. In June, 
the Magnolia market will open on Satur-
days, and a weekly market with the best se-
lection of goods from Pike Place Market 
will pop up on the cobblestones on Saturdays 
until November. South Lake Union will 
get another weekly market with local food 

trucks, pop-ups, lawn games, DJs, and more 
on Wednesdays starting June 5, while Lake 
City will usher in tamales from El Chito 
and baked goods from Standard Bakery on 
Thursdays starting June 6, and Phinney 
will get ice cream from Bluebird Ice Cream 
and coal-fired rotisserie chickens to go from 
Poulet Galore on Fridays starting June 7. As 
for night markets, Magnuson Park will host 
its annual Summer Solstice Night Mar-
ket with more than 150 booths and a summer 
beer festival May 31–June 1. n

Bark at the Park
T-Mobile Park,  
Tues May 28, $50

HONK! Fest West
Various locations, May 
31–June 2, free

Inscape Arts Bash
Inscape, Sat June 1,  
3 pm–1 am, $15–$25

Orca Action Month 
Kickoff Festival
Olympic Sculpture Park, 
Sun June 2, 1–5 pm, free

Pagdiriwang Philippine 
Festival
Seattle Center,  
June 1–2, free

Seattle Red Dress Party
415 Westlake, Sat May 25, 
7 pm, $40–$250

Tankfest Northwest 
Flying Heritage & Combat 
Armor Museum, Sat May 
25, 9 am–4 pm, $20/$65

Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Park Opening
Museum of Flight, Sat 
May 25, 11 am–5 pm, free

Early Warnings
GEORGETOWN CARNIVAL Georgetown, Sat June 8, 
12–10 pm, free

VOLUNTEER PARK PRIDE FESTIVAL Volunteer Park, 
Sat June 8, 12–7 pm, free

Short 
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Northwest Folklife Festival
May 24–27
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STRANGER  THINGS TO DO  DOT COM
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Art

S
eattle has a James Turrell Sky- 
space, a chamber with an aperture 
in the ceiling that views the sky. 
The installation is at Henry Art 
Gallery, connected to the rest of 

the museum by a small footbridge.
It is called Light Reign and was complet-

ed in 2003. Enter the space on a sunny day 
and you will find it shady 
inside, with seating along 
the inner circular walls. 
Find a spot to sit and look 
up at the ceiling, with an 

oval shape in its center. It contains the sky, 
which is either gray or white if the day is 
cloudy, or pure blue if it is clear. If it’s softly 
sprinkling, you may see a light rain coming 
through the hole (turning the title of the 
piece into a play on words). It’s best when 
the sky is blue.

The whole purpose of this work is to spend 
a quiet moment or two with light—the foun-
dation of life itself.

For life to make the leap from the micro-
scopic realm to the macroscopic one, oxygen 
is needed. Without oxygen, a very nasty el-
ement, the only living beings on this planet 
would be the ones you can see with a micro-
scope. (There would be no humans to create 
or operate the microscope, however.) For a 
number of significant reasons, all big things 
need oxygen to be big.

And what does light have to do with ox-
ygen? This gas makes up about 20 percent 
of the atmosphere because of the long, long 
history of photosynthetic bacteria. These or-
ganisms, which are found in watery places 

and in leaves, do not eat. They produce their 
own food by transforming light into biochem-
ical energy. This trick is one of the niftiest 
achievements of life. We call it photosynthe-
sis, the process of capturing beams of light to 
break the very strong bonds that form water. 
The waste in this process is called oxygen.

The age of the sun, the main source of 
light, is roughly 4.6 billion years. It formed 
from a cloud of gas and dust ejected from an 
exploding star (supernova). The matter that 
did not end up in the sun became the planets 
and other objects in the solar system. One of 
these planets is, of course, ours. It takes pho-
tons from the surface of the star eight min-
utes and 20 seconds to reach us. Photons, 
the particles of light departing the surface 
of the sun, fly through millions of miles of 
freezing space. Some of these photons enter 
Light Reign on a summer day.

This is what you contemplate inside Light 
Reign. It is a simple (and, in some sense, em-
barrassingly obvious) temple devoted to ex-
actly what makes life big. The light released 
by the nuclear reactor in the sky is trans-
formed into food by photosynthesis in leaves, 
and the element this process releases into 
the air, oxygen, we inhale to cook the food in 
our power-hungry cells.

The energy that passes the oval window 
in Light Reign is displayed for a spiritual 
effect. But there is nothing supernatural or 
sacred here. We have the deepest feelings 
for light because it powers the processes 
that result in the wine we drink, the books 
we read, the park-bench kisses we enjoy all 
through the summer. n

Art to Sit Inside of on a Summer Day
James Turrell’s Light Reign inspires deep thoughts. 

It’s also nice and shady.
BY CHARLES MUDEDE

Top Picks
JUNE 1–SEPT 1

Cauleen Smith: 
‘Give It or Leave It’
In her latest show, Give It 
or Leave It (which riffs off 
the phrase “take it or leave 
it”), feminist multimedia 
artist Cauleen Smith emphasizes generosity and 
selflessness. She weaves together films, banners, 
and site-specific light installations from four 
distinct historical universes: Alice Coltrane and 
her Californian ashram, Bill Ray’s 1966 photo at 
Simon Rodia’s Watts Towers, Noah Purifoy and his 
desert assemblages, and spiritualist Rebecca Cox 
Jackson and her Shaker community in Pennsyl-
vania. To Smith, these spaces embody a “spirit 
of speculation, self-determination, and radical 
generosity between artist and community.” (Frye 
Art Museum, Tues–Sun, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

Jane Wong: ‘After Preparing the 
Altar, the Ghosts Feast Feverishly’
I love how poets use space. I think it has 
something to do with the way their minds wrap 
around words, arranging them into something 
familiar yet strange, that lends itself well to 
curating spaces. This will be poet and artist 
Jane Wong’s first solo exhibition. Exploring the 
themes of hunger and waste and their meaning 
for immigrant families, Wong’s show will consist 
of altars, sculpture poems, and belongings 
alongside texts that evoke her childhood in New 
Jersey, where her parents ran a Chinese Amer-
ican restaurant. (Frye Art Museum, Tues–Sun, 
free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

CLOSING SUN JUNE 16

Matthew Offenbacher
From mid-May to mid-June, Seattle artist 
Matthew Offenbacher will be Oxbow Gallery’s 
artist-in-residence. Offenbacher made waves 
a few years ago after he received the $25,000 

Neddy Award and used the money to buy work 
made by women and queer artists, which he 
donated to the Seattle Art Museum’s permanent 
collection. During his residency at Oxbow, Offen-
bacher will be presenting painted pictures based 
on the ancient Greek romance novel Daphnis and 
Chloe. He’ll also be hosting a bystander training 
workshop for people interested in intervention 
techniques to use when you see someone getting 
harassed as well as a dance performance that 
uses his paintings as a backdrop. (Oxbow, daily, 
free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

CLOSING SAT JUNE 29

Elyse Pignolet: ‘You Should  
Smile More’
Los Angeles–based artist Elyse Pignolet’s work is 
charming—a ceramicist, she often incorporates fem-
inist messages and phrases into traditional-looking 
vases and plates. A gorgeous blue-and-white 
ceramic tulipiere, stuffed with flowery images, has 
the phrase “Will She Ever Shut Up?” and a plate fea-
tures snake-like branches swirling around the word 

“bitchy.” A bit kitschy, Pignolet’s work subverts 
the stuffy and persnickety assumptions we have 
toward ceramic artwork. And it’s a lot of fun. (Koplin 
Del Rio Gallery, Tues–Sat, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

JAMES TURRELL 
SKYSPACE:  
LIGHT REIGN
Henry Art Gallery
Ongoing

A view of the ceiling from the bench where you sit. The blue oval is sky.
LARA SWIMMER

MUSEUMS
Edgar Arceneaux: 
Library of Black Lies
Henry Art Gallery, Wed–
Sun, $10, through June 2

Gretchen Frances 
Bennett: Air, the free or 
unconfined space above 
the surface of the earth
Frye Art Museum, Tues–
Sun, free, through June 2

GALLERIES
Anna Macrae and David 
Traylor: Garden For Daisy
Shift, Fri–Sat, free, through 
June 1

Chingonas
Nepantla Cultural Arts 
Gallery, Wed–Sun, free, 
through June 2

Coiffed
SOIL, Thurs–Sun, free, 
through June 1

Darren Waterston: 
Vistas
Greg Kucera Gallery, Tues–
Sat, free, through June 1

FORGE Currents 2019
Mount Analogue, Thurs–
Sun, free, through May 31

Lindsey Carr
Roq La Rue, Wed–Sun, 
free, through June 2

Short List
DUSTIN ASKLAND
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Performance

T
he opening gesture of Nina Simone: 
Four Women is almost worth the 
price of admission. Beneath a mo-
saic glass portrait of Nina Simone, 
Shontina Vernon, playing the leg-

end herself, sings the Gershwins’ “I Loves 
You, Porgy,” pointedly dropping the “s” in 

“loves.” For Simone, the 
“s” is a parody of black 
vernacular, a way of in-
creasing sympathy at the 
expense of black Ameri-

cans as a whole, and she refuses to partic-
ipate in the stereotype.

The sound of breaking glass shatters the 
melancholy piano, and a video of police 
spraying black marchers with fire hoses 
flashes across a screen. The curtain opens, 
and Jennifer Zeyl’s incredible set is revealed. 
She’s re-created the bombed-out 16th Street 
Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, 
where Addie Mae Collins, Cynthia Wesley, 
Carole Robertson, and Denise McNair were 
killed by the Ku Klux Klan in 1963.

Simone sits at an upright piano. She’s 
tasked herself to condense the devasta-
tion and power and paradox of the fight for 
black freedom into a single protest song. 
When a character named Sarah (played by 
Shaunyce Omar, who absolutely killed it the 
whole time) runs into the church to escape 
the hectic scene outside, the play’s premise 
becomes clear.

As the title suggests, playwright Christina 
Ham has created a contemporary dramati-
zation of “Four Women,” one Simone’s most 
popular protest songs. Like the song, the play 
features four women: Sarah, a dark-skinned 
black woman with a back “strong enough 
to take the pain”; Sephronia, a mixed-race 
woman who belongs “between two worlds”; 
Sweet Thing, a tan-black sex worker with a 
“mouth like wine”; and Peaches, a brown-

black woman with a “tough manner,” a dou-
ble for Simone herself.

After the powerful and evocative opener, 
the play becomes a discussion of the way 
class, gender, and skin tone created tension 
within the civil rights movement. Peaches/
Simone uses these conflicts as inspiration for 
the song she’s trying to write, which ends up 
being the indisputably amazing and defiant 
“Mississippi Goddam.”

Eventually, the characters come to learn 
that the shared pain and pleasure of black 
cultural experience unites them despite 
their differences. The conversation around 
the civil rights movement and art’s role as a 
unifier is fascinating and rare to see onstage, 
but the amount of exposition at times makes 
the play feel like the musical version of Nina 
Simone’s Wikipedia page.

The glut of pithy, polished one-liners 
might do it for some, but to me they contrib-
ute to the didactic nature of the piece. “Grief 
is a solo act,” says Sarah at one point. “Where 
words falter, music doesn’t,” says Peaches/
Simone, just laying it all right out there.

But I almost forgot about all of that in the 
show’s penultimate number, when the four 
characters pick up brooms and start sing-
ing and dancing in a circle (with choreogra-
phy by Dani Tirrell) to a gospel song written 
by the playwright called “Shout Oh, Mary.” 
The moment metaphorically rebuilds the 
bombed-out church, lifts the fallen cross 
off the floor, and gives the audience a sense 
of hope.

But Ham and director Valerie Curtis- 
Newton know that the hope lies not only in 
foregrounding the stories of freedom fight-
ers from the past, but also calling attention 
to the ongoing struggle for black liberation. 
To that end, the four women close on a song 
celebrating the work of contemporary and 
under-sung black activists. n

The Strife That 
Inspired Nina Simone

Four Women at Seattle Rep is a musical 
call to action set in a bombed-out church.

BY RICH SMITH

NINA SIMONE: 
FOUR WOMEN
Seattle Repertory 
Theatre
Through June 2

Shontina Vernon as Nina Simone. Not pictured: the incredible set.
NATE WATTERS
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Top Picks
MAY 23–JUNE 22

‘Take Me Out’
A star outfielder for the “New York Empires” (more 
Yankees than Mets in appearance) named Darren 
Lemming comes out of the closet—or, I guess, 
the locker—in this Tony-winning comedy from 
Richard Greenberg, put on by Strawberry Theatre 
Workshop. His straight teammates have a lot to 
say about it, and they mostly do so while barely 
covered in towels, a sartorial situation where 
homophobia and hypocrisy are so often laid bare. 
Lamar Legend, who has been great in everything 
I’ve seen him in, especially in Intiman’s production 
of Barbecue and most recently in Strawshop’s 
production of Everybody, plays Lemming. In 
addition to being a hilarious exploration of mas-
culinity, the play also offers an opportunity for the 
audience to take part in a drinking game based on 
ball puns. How you could pass that up, I do not 
know. (12th Avenue Arts, Mon and Fri–Sun,  
7:30 pm, $10–$36.) RICH SMITH

MAY 31–JUNE 23

‘Pass Over’
Antoinette Nwandu’s Pass Over combines Samuel 
Beckett’s Waiting for Godot with the biblical story 
of Exodus, and sets the whole thing in a world 
where two black guys, Moses and Kitch, cannot 
hang out on a sidewalk without getting harassed 
by a white cop. Spike Lee liked the play so much 
that he filmed a performance and screened it at 
Sundance to great acclaim. Chicago Sun-Times 
critic Hedy Weiss had a different take, which led 
to an uproar in the theater world. She generally 
praised the acting but slammed Nwandu for her 
“simplistic, wholly generic characterization of a 
racist white cop (clearly meant to indict all white 
cops).” She then criticized Nwandu for ignoring 
“black-on-black” crime. The theater world rightly 
flipped, and Nwandu responded in American The-
atre, saying Weiss’s review “perpetuates a toxic 
discourse in which black lives do not matter and 
white lives remain unburdened by the necessary 
work of reckoning with white privilege and the 
centuries-long legacy of violence by which it is 
secured.” You’ll get the chance to see Pass Over in 
Seattle under Tim Bond’s direction. (ACT Theatre, 
$27–$47.) RICH SMITH

‘West Side Story’
One of the most famous musicals of all time—the 
first major work Stephen Sondheim ever wrote 
lyrics to—West Side Story is getting the Bill Barry 
treatment at 5th Avenue Theatre. The director is 
known for exuberant takes on classic American 
musicals and for brilliant casting choices. Excit-
ingly, this production will also feature Jerome 
Robbins’s original choreography, which ought 
to be a delight for the eyeballs. West Side Story 
didn’t win best musical at the Tonys the year it 
came out (that went to The Music Man), but it did 
win best choreography. (The 5th Avenue Theatre, 
$29–$179.) CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

MAY 31–JUNE 29

They/Them: The Festival
Drag king and former Intiman Emerging Artist Sam 
I’Am presents They/Them: The Musical, a solo 
show. Sam I’Am plays an expecting mother imag-
ining the ways the life of their child would change 
depending on gender. Though their character 
explores the slipperiness of gender, the music will 
be “kinda more traditional,” according to Annex. 
Each night of the festival will kick off with a little 
cabaret featuring stand-up comedy, burlesque, 
and musical performances from trans, nonbinary, 
and gender nonconforming performance artists. 
(Annex Theatre, Thurs–Sat, 7:30 pm, $10–$20.) 
RICH SMITH

‘RuPaul’s Drag Race’ 
Season 11 Tour
Moore Theatre, Mon June 3, 
8 pm, $42–$120

14/48: Nordo – Food 
Theater Thunderdome V
Cafe Nordo, Thurs–Sat,  
8 pm, $65, through May 25

The Arsonists
Gallery Erato, 7:30 pm, 
$28, through June 3

Blackbird
18th & Union, May 30– 
June 15, Thurs–Sat, $15–$25

Helen Hong
Comedy Underground, 
May 30–June 1, $12–$35

Last Podcast on the 
Left: Back in the Habit
Moore Theatre, Fri May 31, 
8 pm, $27

Rainn Wilson & Friends
Paramount Theatre, 
Thurs May 30, 7:30 pm, 
$40–$50

Themes and Variations
McCaw Hall, May 31–
June 9, $37–$189

Urinetown:  
The Musical
ACT Theatre, $41–$107, 
through June 2

Short 
List

CASSANDRA BELL

West Side Story
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I
’ve got some good news and 
I’ve got some bad news.

The bad news is Cold 
Cube Press, a genre-bust-
ing risograph outfit run 

by Aidan Fitzgerald and Mi-
chael Heck, is ditching the 
gallery space in the Tashiro 
Kaplan Building and moving 
into a smaller studio in Pioneer 
Square. It will continue on as 
a company, but they won’t be 
throwing awesome/awkward 
parties fueled by coolers of 
Rainier on First Thursdays 
anymore. They want to focus on 
publishing books and creating 
their own personal work. Now 
that Mount Analogue, Cold 
Cube, and Gramma Press are 
out of the X Y Z galleries, that 
whole scene is spaceless.

The good news is they’re 
throwing a closing party at the 
space (300 S Washington St) on 
Saturday, May 25, during which 
they will release a new anthol-
ogy of work, Cold Cube 05. The 
annual collection will feature 17 
artists from around the coun-
try and around the world. More 
than half of the artists show-
cased in this edition live outside 
the United States.

Unlike previous iterations, CC05 will 
include no poetry or short fiction. When 
asked why they were excluding literature 
this time, Fitzgerald said, “It’s not perma-
nent, we’re just shooting from the hip with 
this anthology.”

Nevertheless, the collection is still a mix 
of visual disciplines. You’ve got your pure ab-
straction comics, your funny auto-bio stuff, 

your abstract auto-bio stuff, and your prints 
of a woman and a man wearing a living wolf 
head freaking out near a giant aloe plant as a 
UFO rains down blood from the sky.

All of it, to borrow a line from Wallace 
Stevens, “resists the intelligence / almost 
successfully.” All of it deserves a place on 
your wall, or at least on your Instagram feed.

I’m particularly enamored with a muted, 
narrative comic from the Spanish artist 

Begoña García-Alén. The comic 
takes the form of an illustrated 
letter. In pale turquoise and pale 
orange, she sketches out mun-
dane but pretty scenes of her 
daily life—birds out a window, 
a flower growing in the garden, 
a cat. But after a few panels, we 
realize she’s sort of sadly making 
her life out to be slightly better 
than it is and that she has mixed 
feelings for the recipient. Be-
neath a series of panels of a dog 
peeing on a tree, she writes, “I 
wish you all the best, good luck!”

The other good news is that 
Cold Cube will continue pub-
lishing at their current clip 
(though they ’re taking the 
summer off to work on their 
own projects). They’ve already 
published six books in 2019, 
including the tiny wonder that 
is Maniac at Large by Corey 
Brewer. The book is composed 
of printed screenshots of news-
paper headlines from early 
horror movies. My favorite 
headline is either “LEGS CUT 
OFF!” or “WEIRD KILLER 
STILL AT LARGE.”

Including the anthology, 
Cold Cube has five more books 

on deck, making this their most productive 
year yet. Heck and Fitzgerald started the 
printing company in Fitzgerald’s apart-
ment in June of 2015. For the last two years, 
they’ve been publishing out of the gallery 
space. During that time, they’ve put the 
work of 109 local, national, and interna-
tional artists in front of the faces of Seat-
tle gallerygoers. May they continue to do 
so forever, now with fewer distractions. n

Cold Cube Press Keeps Kicking
They’re giving up their gallery space, but they’re going 

to continue publishing weird and amazing books.
BY RICH SMITH

Top Picks
THURS MAY 23

Red May: Down with Work!
Not sure if you’ve noticed, but work sucks!!! 
You work too much. While you’re dodging bill 
collectors, your CEO is probably getting paid 100 
times more than you—and we all know it’s not 
because he or she is working 100 times harder. 
Moreover, your free time isn’t really “free time” so 
much as it is time to repair your mind and body so 
you can do more work. What a dumb way to live. 
The good news is that other worlds are possible. 
Philosophers Kathi Weeks, Michael Hardt, Peter 
Frase, and our very own Charles Mudede are here 
to present those other worlds for you. Expect an 

enlivening conversation about universal basic 
income, socialist futures, raccoons, and all the bull-
shit in Avengers: Endgame. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$5.) RICH SMITH

FRI MAY 24

Kathleen Belew:  
‘Bring the War Home’
Did you know “a small but driven group of veterans, 
active-duty personnel, and civilian supporters” got 
so pissed about the United States leaving Vietnam 
that they reinvigorated the white power movement 
in the late 1970s and early 1980s, which led 
directly to the “alt-right” and other similar terrorist 
organizations in the US? Historian Kathleen Belew 
makes the case in Bring the War Home, drawing a 
direct line from these postwar maniacs to Timothy 

McVeigh to today’s white supremacist shitlords in 
“the first full history” of the movement. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH

WED MAY 29

John Waters:  
‘Mr. Know-It-All’
The theme of the month, 
thanks to the Met Gala, 
seems to be “camp.” Not 
camp as in flannel shirts 
and hiking boots, but 
camp as in John Waters 
and Divine. Appropriately, 
our filthy master of camp (although he is many 
things other than camp, too) is coming to Seattle 
to promote his new book, Mr. Know-It-All: The 

Cold Cube is transforming into a new beast. 
ART FROM COLD CUBE 05 BY PIA-MELISSA LAROCHE
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Tarnished Wisdom of a Filth Elder, about his 
experience “fail[ing] upward in Hollywood.” 
He will be joined onstage by David Schmader. 
Waters is one of the best conversationalists 
America has, and we should hang on every word 
this Filth Elder has to vomit. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$5.) CHASE BURNS

MON JUNE 3

Neal Stephenson:  
‘Fall: or, Dodge in Hell’
It feels like Neal Stephenson has been around 
forever—or at least for as long as I’ve been reading 
science-fiction, cyberpunk, and speculative fiction. 
(My first intro was one of his early works, the 
coming-of-age intrigue of The Diamond Age: or, A 
Young Lady’s Illustrated Primer.) He’s won numer-
ous awards, made the New York Times best-seller 
list many times (for Seveneves, Anathem, 
Reamde, Cryptonomicon, and The Rise and Fall of 
D.O.D.O.), and will be in town behind his latest, Fall: 
or, Dodge in Hell, a sci-fi thriller about an afterlife of 
sorts in which humans continue to exist as digital 
souls. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5/$35.) LEILANI POLK

Solmaz Sharif
Unless you’re getting your news from Democracy 
Now!, or you have family in the Middle East/Cen-
tral America/Afghanistan, or you’re detained in a 
tent at the border, the disastrous consequences 
of America’s foreign policy may be escaping your 
daily life. But that news stays news in Solmaz 
Sharif’s Look, a finalist for the 2016 National Book 
Award and one of the best books of contempo-
rary poetry published in the 21st century. Look 
shows us how easy and seductive it is for people 
to see others as objects, enemies, or props to 
generate fear for the sole purpose of gaining a 
small bit of power. It shows us how governments 
use language to achieve those ends, and it offers 
a different kind of language that we might use 
to short-circuit that mechanism. Don’t miss this 
Seattle Arts & Lectures event. (Broadway Perfor-
mance Hall, 7:30 pm, $20–$80.) RICH SMITH

Brad Holden:  
Seattle Prohibition
Third Place Books 
Seward Park, Thurs  
May 23, 7 pm, free

Chia-Chia Lin:  
The Unpassing
Elliott Bay Book 
Company, Thurs May 23, 
7 pm, free

Hugo Literary Series: 
Stranger in a Strange 
Land
Hugo House, Fri May 24, 
7:30 pm, $25

Poetry Brunch
Corvus & Co., Sat May 25, 
11 am–1 pm, $5 suggested 
donation

Ronan Farrow
McCaw Hall, Wed June 5, 
7:30 pm, $50–$90

SAL Presents:  
The Moth Mainstage
Benaroya Hall, Thurs  
May 23, 7:30 pm, $20– 
$80

Silent Reading Party
Hotel Sorrento, Wed  
June 5, 6 pm, free

Surreal Storytelling 
with Strange Women 
#6 at Folklife
Center Theatre, Fri May 24, 
8:45–10 pm, free

Short 
List

ARASH SAEDINIA



42     MAY 22, 2019    THE STRANGER



THE STRANGER     MAY 22, 2019    43Music

Music

I
n some ways, HONK! Fest West feels 
like an unintended antidote to the 
Seattle Freeze.

The free, three-day, community-sup-
ported music festival—which is devoted 

to street band culture and features marching 
bands, samba lines, drum corps, and any-
thing else acoustic and mobile that makes 

an organized racket—is 
meant to engage. Perform-
ers encourage audience 
participation, whether it’s 
by clapping, singing, or 
shouting along. Everyone 
is looking up and outward 
and at each other, watch-

ing bands or fellow fans, smiling, laughing, 
head-bobbing, swaying, or outright getting 
down to the exuberant sounds. Strangers are 
interacting and fleeting friendships are blos-
soming as moments of jubilant musical ex-
pression are shared and collectively enjoyed.

This is music that’s unbound and unre-
stricted by the need for mics, amps, or even 
four walls and a roof—it happens in closed-
off streets and public spaces—and there’s no 
real break between acts. “Our intention is 
to provide pretty nearly continuous music, 
from festival open to close,” HONK! Fest 
West president Steve Roberts explained 
in a recent interview. “Our ethos is mobile, 
acoustic, and enthusiastic.”

HONK! first materialized in 2006 in 
Somerville, Massachusetts, organized by an 
all-volunteer committee that invited bands 
from around the region, country, and world to 
participate in a three-day event showcasing 
acoustic and ambulatory bands playing free 

music in public spaces. 
Since its inception, it 
has inspired additional 
HONK! fests in other lo-
cales, including the one 
that sprang up in Seattle 
in 2008 and has brought 
its whimsical sounds 
and engaged charm to 
different neighborhoods 
around the city every 
spring since. There are 
also HONK! events in 
Canada, South America, 
and Australia.

The 12th edition of 
HONK! Fest West lands 
in White Center, Colum-
bia City, and a brand-
new site in South Park. 
All feature three stage 
areas located within 
close walking distance 
of each other, and more 
than 25 Pacific North-
west–area bands are set 
to appear. They range from the official sports-
pro sounds of Seattle Seahawks Blue Thun-
der Drumline and the 43-member Seattle 
Sounders FC band Sound Wave, to Eugene’s 
Samba Ja, a 30-member bateria (percussion 
ensemble) specializing in Afro-Brazilian 
beats, to Seattle’s punk-kicking havoc-raising 
renegades Chaotic Noise Marching Corps, 
which Roberts described as a “very interac-
tive mosh pit of musicians and listeners.”

The people who have come to love HONK! 
expound on its exciting way of invading the 

city for a weekend, the diverse collection 
of sometimes freaky and always musically 
adept performers who take part, its acces-
sibility across genres, the palpable energy 
exchange between the bands and the people 
who’ve come out to see them, the impromptu 
collaborations and performances that spring 
from HONK! standards—songs that have be-
come as much a part of the fest’s fabric as its 
players, and that often prompt other HONK! 
players to jump in. For Roberts, it’s twofold: 
“There’s something about the music that 

these bands play that just grabs me right by 
the soul and gets my booty rocking” and “the 
incredible warmth and friendliness of the 
people who are participating in it.”

The situation is wide-open—you can bring 
a cooler, umbrella, blanket, folding chair. 
Whatever gets you through a several-hour 
span of near-continuous music. Families are 
welcome and encouraged to attend, though 
if you’re bringing any little ones, it’s probably 
a good idea to bring some protective head-
phones for them. It’s gonna get loud. n

Top Picks
THURS MAY 23

Chastity Belt, Red Ribbon
  ROCK/POP   The always-charming-but-also-kinda-
sad post-party-punk quartet Chastity Belt is back, 
baby! Not that they went anywhere too far, but 
this is their first tour since calling off dates last 
year due to health reasons. We’re glad they’re feel-
ing better. Meeting as students in Walla Walla, the 

now-Seattle-based band hasn’t released anything 
since their 2017 record I Used to Spend So Much 
Time Alone, but they have some new stuff on the 
way. In the meantime, you’re just going to have to 
play the jangly “Cool Slut” over and over while you 
tipsily get ready to go out. I’ve heard that “Different 
Now,” the moody, ’90s-inspired opener off their 
most recent album, is the perfect song to crack 
open a shower beer to. From a friend. (Clock-Out 
Lounge, 9 pm, sold out.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

The Specials, L.A. Salami
  FUNK/REGGAE   If Coventry’s finest released only 
two records, 1979’s exemplary debut The Spe-
cials and 2019’s stellar comeback Encore, they’d 
be ska-punk legends. The first record, featuring 
sympathetic production from Armed Forces–era 
Elvis Costello, captured Britain’s socioeconomic 
divide with irresistible rhythms and razor-sharp 
lyrical observations. The new record, featuring 
Pakistani-Bosnian activist Saffiyah Khan, rock-
eted to the top of the UK charts. In the 40 years 
between triumphs, they fragmented into various 

configurations, like the underrated Fun Boy Three, 
but when Jerry Dammers, Terry Hall, and Gig 
Harbor–based Lynval Golding are in sync, pop and 
politics come together in perfect harmony. (The 
Showbox, 8:30 pm, $38/$40.) KATHY FENNESSY

FRI MAY 24

Earth, Helms Alee
  ROCK/POP   May 24, 2019, will be a brutally 
mesmerizing night to remember, as it’s the album 

release show for Full Upon Her Burning Lips by 
Olympia’s living legends Earth. For their ninth stu-
dio album, the drone lords are sonically conjuring 
“The Colour of Poison” and providing a hypnotic, 
post-rock soundtrack to “A Wretched Country of 
Dusk.” Joining them are local hell-raisers Helms 
Alee, who just dropped their fifth crusher, Noctilu-
ca, in April, and will ceremoniously set the stage 
ablaze for their luminaries. Both will grace us with 
a seared darkness while our Seattle light grows 
longer. (Neumos, 8 pm, $16/$18.) ZACH FRIMMEL

The Knights of Trash, the 
Decibels, the Cheap Cassettes
  ROCK/POP   It looks like it’s time to get clean, y’all, 
so brush your shoes and press them trousers, 
’cause tonight is a dress to impress throw down!!! 
On the bill are the Decibels, from Sacramento, a 
prolific power-pop group (who also do a genius 
version of the Flamin’ Groovies’ “Shake Some 
Action”), along with locals the Cheap Cassettes, 
also a killer power-pop group, and the ever-lovin’ 

Three Days of Brass and  
Beats in the Streets

HONK! Fest West returns for its 12th musical invasion of Seattle.
BY LEILANI POLK

The ruckus-raising Chaotic Noise Marching Corps will perform at HONK! Fest West.
COURTESY OF CHAOTIC NOISE MARCHING CORPS

CARLEY SOLETHER

SARGENT HOUSE

HONK! FEST WEST
Fri May 31, South 
Park, 5–9 pm
Sat June 1, White 
Center, 1–6 pm
Sun June 2, 
Columbia City, 
2–6 pm

Chastity Belt

Earth
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Knights of Trash. KoT began as a Headcoats 
tribute band, but they have evolved into a solid 
garage outfit. They whomp the asses of the rever-
bed “who brought the Ritalin” cool bro poseurs. 
(Parliament Tavern, 9 pm.) MIKE NIPPER

MAY 23–24

Tedeschi Trucks Band
  BLUES/COUONTRY/FOLK   Susan Tedeschi and Derek 
Trucks each have a decent claim to the title of 
electric blues guitar champion of the United States. 
Their joint unit, Tedeschi Trucks Band, has been 
gigging for almost a decade, and in that time, won a 
Grammy as well as four Blues Music Awards. Never 
content to rest on their laurels, the road-tested 
couple released their fourth album, Signs, this 
February and are bringing that material to Seattle 
for the first time. (Paramount Theatre, 8 pm, all 
ages, $31–$79+.) JOSEPH SCHAFER

SAT MAY 25

Acapulco Lips, Sunset Flip, 
Heavy Denim
  ROCK/POP   Apocalypse is nigh. Sorry, excuse 
me, I mean: Acapulco Lips is nigh. The Seattle 
surf-rock trio pushes music that makes the Pacific 
Northwest seem like a beachy, warm place to be. 
Their sound is very vintage, but never superficially 
so—“Awkward Waltz” is lovingly lo-fi and fuzzed-
out, like it’s the summer in the 1960s. “Shoes On” 
made me go out and buy some paisley pants. 
“Gotta Know” brought me out of my gray-weather 
depression. Straightforward rock outfit Sunset 
Flip and fuzzy punks Heavy Denim open. (Sunset 
Tavern, 9 pm, $10.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

Bass Coast x Shook: EGOLESS, 
Alter Echo, E3
  ELECTRONIC   For aficionados of the low end of the 
sonic spectrum, July’s Bass Coast Festival in Mer-
ritt, BC, is the best music fest within 500 miles. 
Shook are our local soundbwoys, and they are 
hosting a pre-fest sesh with Croatia’s EGOLESS, 
who will deliver the goods in a live performance 
that promises to thump your chest with the latest 
dub science. Portland’s Alter Echo and E3 are 
backing up with impressive résumés of their own, 
from collabs with Lee “Scratch” Perry to Mad Pro-
fessor. Don’t be afraid to dive into the deep end. 
(Kremwerk, 10 pm, $12.) GREGORY SCRUGGS

DoNormaal, the Black Chevys, 
Vibe
  HIPHOP/RAP   Seattle rapper DoNormaal’s sopho-
more record, Third Daughter, was like a ray of light 
beaming in from some other planet. The cosmic and 
otherworldly beats coupled with the blunt cadence 
of her voice is unexpected and refreshing. “Ego 
Slave” plays like a frantic summer tune threaded 
with guitar and keyboard; “Buckle” is like that mo-
ment when you hit the blunt too hard and spend five 
minutes figuring out how to get off the couch. Her 
music is creepy, crunk, and multilayered—she knows 
how to twist expectations to keep listeners on their 
toes. It’s been two years since Third Daughter, and 
the Seattle MC is plotting and making moves on her 
third album, yippee. Fingers crossed we’ll hear some 
of it soon. (Barboza, 7 pm, $8/$10.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

Las Cafeteras, Terror/Cactus, 
Cordaviva
  WORLD/LATIN   Las Cafeteras live performances are 
kinetic—there’s a wooden platform for someone to 
dance Zapateado (a rhythmic kind of tap dance) on, 
a box-shaped percussion instrument called a cajón 
that has to be straddled to be played, and a donkey 
jawbone that’s used as a musical instrument. 
Growing up in Los Angeles, the sextet was inspired 
by Mexican music, specifically Afro-Mexican music 
from Southern Veracruz in Mexico. Their sound is 
folky, engaging, and makes you want to join in. The 
group will be supported by Seattle-by-way-of-Bue-
nos-Aires trippy electro-cumbia group Terror/Cac-
tus and the dancey Afrobeat-inspired Cordaviva. 
(Nectar, 8 pm, $15/$20.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

SUN MAY 26

Terminator 2, Pink Void, Aurora 
Bridge, Coyote Teeth
  METAL/PUNK   Texas-based trio Terminator 2 bring 
their sounds of pounding sludge and berserk jack-
hammers up from the desert for this four-band 
Black Lodge headbanger. The additional acts form 
a dark spectrum of neoteric Pacific Northwest-
ness. Aurora Bridge connect minimalism with 
rusted metal. Distorted guitar dreams lash out 
in freakish pedal effects via solo performer Pink 
Void. And Coyote Teeth drop jazz notes into drone 
zones. Be sure to bring earplugs, cash for cassette 
tapes, and all the nihilism this world will ever 
need. (Black Lodge, 9 pm, all ages.) AJ DENT

DoNormaal
Sat May 25 at Barboza

COCO ARAMAKI
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 WED 5/22 

MINNA LEE + IZUMI GOTO + SERININE
 THU 5/23 

GET MONEY STOP HATIN’ TOUR
 FRI 5/24 

SMOKER DAD + LOS BONGQUISTADORS + 
HAYMAKER + SAM & THE SAVAGES

 SAT 5/25 

ODONIS ODONIS + DARK SMITH + 
WEBDRIVER TORSO

 SUN 5/26 

SCENIC BYWAY + MIKEY D + OCCLUSIONS
 MON 5/27 

ZAMTRIP + LUST PUNCH + GREAT 
ELECTRIC QUEST + CASHING IN KARMA

 TUE 5/28 

COZY SLIPPERS + SPECIAL GUESTS
 THU 5/30 

JOEY HOUCK BAND 
 FRI 5/31 

OYEZ + REVEL + 
FORTRESS OF THE BEAR + LUCEE

 SAT 6/1 

THE OTHER TRUCKERS 
(DRIVE BY TRUCKERS TRIBUTE) + PETTY CASH 

(TOM PETTY & JOHNNY CASH TRIBUTE)
 TUE 6/4 

PRAIRIE FIRES + EVERSON PINES



Music

MON MAY 27

Alicia Witt
  ROCK/POP   Here’s the thing about Alicia Witt: 
Though best known as an actress, she’s been 
making music for three decades. After her first 
David Lynch acting job in Dune (he spotted her 
on an episode of That’s Incredible!), she played 
the Hayward family’s piano-playing daughter on 
Twin Peaks and Cybill Shepherd’s piano-playing 
daughter on Cybill. In the midst of dozens of 
other roles, from The Sopranos to Justified, 
she’s toured, recorded an album, and composed 
TV theme songs. If she’s a more facile pianist 
than singer, her agreeable classic-pop style 
lies somewhere between Billy Joel and one-
time producer Ben Folds. (Barboza, 7:30 pm, 
$20–$45.) KATHY FENNESSY

Desert Hearts Showcase
  DANCE   All-night costumed raves in the desert 
probably jumped the shark a decade ago, but I 
respect festivals that are willing to shake off the 
dust and come into the club. Desert Hearts, an 
annual Mojave freak-out that has blossomed into 
a multifaceted DJ crew and roving party series, 
will land for the Loft’s fifth annual Memorial Day 
bender. Without the added experiential firepower 
of outdoor art installations and a vast arid land-
scape, these kinds of events force the headlin-
ers—Mikey Lion, Lee Reynolds, and Marbs—to 
up their game and deliver DJ sets with enough 
variety along the house-techno-electro spectrum 
to keep the dance floor engaged. (Monkey Loft, 
2–10 pm, $35.) GREGORY SCRUGGS

Rippikoulu, Petrification, Fetid, 
Cerebral Rot
  METAL/PUNK   Finland’s Rippikoulu—whose name 
means a class in Catholic confirmation—make a 
rare US appearance this month at the esteemed 
annual Maryland Deathfest and, lucky for heavy 
music fans in Seattle, are following it with a West 
Coast tour. Beloved for a virulent and eldritch 
sound somewhat typical for extreme metal acts in 

their homeland, the band made waves in the early 
1990s, but the death of guitarist Marko Henriksson 
put the project on ice before they completed a 
studio album. Re-formed in 2014, the band now 
performs their early material as a four-piece. It’s 
unlikely that they’ll return to US in the near future, 
so curious fans ought to buy a ticket in advance. 
(Highline, 8 pm, $15/$20.) JOSEPH SCHAFER

TUES MAY 28

Snarky Puppy, Roosevelt Collier
  JAZZ   Led by bassist, composer, and producer 
Michael League, this Brooklyn-based collective 
encompasses 19 members, though mostly 
they rotate in and out when on the road, with 
anywhere from 8 to 12 instrumentalists appearing 
onstage at any given time. Snarky Puppy have 
taken home three Grammys for their upbeat, 
brass-saturated (occasionally flute-stroked) 
take on groovy, funky, R&B imbued jazz fusion. It 
can get a little smooth at times, but it’s far more 
full-bodied than the sounds you hear from Kenny 
G types. Warming the stage is South Florida’s 
fine-sliding lap and pedal steel guitar player 
Roosevelt Collier. (Paramount Theatre, 7:30 pm, 
$36.) LEILANI POLK

MAY 29–30

Jurassic Park in Concert
  FILM EVENT   These Seattle Symphony + film 
matchups are a great way to enliven a cinematic 
chestnut while drawing in more diverse audienc-
es than what you traditionally find at a classical 
music concert, pairing a screening with the 
symphony’s live performance of the film score. 
This presentation of Jurassic Park (the original 
1993 version about things going horribly awry 
at a dinosaur theme park) is the first of three to 
highlight John Williams’s exquisite movie music 
capabilities. The Empire Strikes Back and E.T. get 
the symphony treatment in June and July, re-
spectively. (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $35–$100.) 
LEILANI POLK

Brandi Carlile
Sat June 1 at Gorge Amphitheatre

ALYSSE GAFKJENH
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www.highlineseattle.com
210 Broadway Ave E • 21+

Dinner service everyday 5-11pm

WEEKLY ON 

MONDAYS: 
FUCK YEAH BINGO 

7-9PM

Thursday, May 23
CULT LEADER

Call Of The Void
Into The Storm, Death Cave

8PM $12-$15

Friday, May 24
PHRA PRESENTS:

THE 5th ANNUAL 
“STAND UP FOR HARM 

REDUCTION”
9PM $17-$20

Sunday, May 26
WEAR YOUR WOUNDS

Author & Punisher
Xasthur

8PM $15-$17

Monday, May 27
RIPPIKOULO

Petrification
Fetid

Cerebral Rot
8PM $15-$20

Wednesday, May 29
NORTHWEST TERROR FEST PRESENTS:

THOU (acoustic)
Panopticon (acoustic)

Slasher Dave
8PM $20-$25

Thursday, May 30
NORTHWEST TERROR FEST PRESENTS:

BONGZILLA
Pound

11PM $17-$20

Friday, May 31
NORTHWEST TERROR FEST PRESENTS:

INDIAN
STAHV

11PM $17-$20

Saturday, June 1
NORTHWEST TERROR FEST PRESENTS:

BONGRIPPER
Oxygen Destroyer

11PM $17-$20

Thursday, June 6
DOSENÖFFNER

Mechanical Plague
Pink Void

Masaaki Masao
Glacial
8PM $10

Friday, June 7
ROYAL THUNDER

Dead Now
Noise-A-Tron
9PM $ 12-$15

TUE

http://www.highlineseattle.com
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FRI MAY 31

ManDate, Creature 2 Creature, 
Whisper Hiss
  ROCK/POP   Seattle limpwave grunge band Man-
Date consists of Clyde Petersen, Corey J. Brewer, 
Marc Mazique, and Lori Goldston—a lot of talent 
packed into one quartet. The post-punk outfit 
is forthrightly political, focusing on subjects like 
gentrification, HIV/AIDS, the safety and survival 
of queer people, the murder of people of color 
and transgender people, and cultural oppression. 
Okay, it sounds heavy—and it is—but it’s also fun. 
Sometimes you need to thrash because the world 
feels unhealable. Joining ManDate are Portland 
punk and post-punk bands Creature to Creature 
and Whisper Hiss. (Clock-Out Lounge, 9 pm, $10.) 
JASMYNE KEIMIG

SAT JUNE 1

Black Marble, Froth, DYED
  ELECTRONIC   When Black Marble’s album A 
Different Arrangement came out in 2012, I was 
hooked immediately. I played it every day, walking 
to work in the sunshine, feeling each bass line pulse 
like light off my face. Their throwback synthwave 
guns for a Suicide-meets-New-Order core, with the 
irrepressible bounce of Scritti Politti, and has been 
updated with slightly more modern trappings in 
their latest, 2016’s It’s Immaterial. This album builds 
on the band’s 1980s origin sound with explosive 
eight-bit, lashing synth, and heavy reverb that 
clouds the senses like a fog machine. I know none of 
us want to relive the horrors of 2016, so it’s soothing 
to experience songs with transportive properties, 
that take me from the clutches of that year and vault 
me straight back to the musical values of the early 
’80s instead. (Crocodile, 8 pm, $13.) KIM SELLING

Brandi Carlile, Emmylou Harris, 
Neko Case
  BLUES/COUNTRY/FOLK   The experience of listening 
to Brandi Carlile’s 2018 album By the Way, I Forgive 
You is similar to that of listening to Carole King’s Tap-
estry or Bob Dylan’s Blood on the Tracks; it’s a little bit 
country, a little bit rock and roll, and a lot of hard truths 
about the human race. Carlile’s talents lie in her tone, 
a dusky alto that swims around confessions of heart-
break and lifelong efforts to love and be loved with the 
deftness of a much more senior troubadour. Her star 

has only recently begun to rise, but it’s her obvious 
staying power that’s impressive. This date finds her 
co-headlining with roots and country heavyweights 
Neko Case and Emmylou Harris. (Gorge Amphithe-
atre, George, 6 pm, $55.) KIM SELLING

New Kids on the Block, Salt-N-
Pepa, Tiffany, Debbie Gibson, 
Naughty by Nature
  ROCK/POP   I was a closet non-fan of New Kids 
on the Block when they came bursting into my 
adolescent life more than three decades ago. I 
wasn’t into their shtick, but all my friends were, 
and it was just easier to squeak along with them 
than admit I didn’t get it. The early boy band’s 
Mixtape Tour is a 30th anniversary celebration of 
Hangin’ Tough with some special guests. Tiffany 
and Debbie Gibson make sense—vanilla pop stars 
of the era with saccharine hits that were fine. (I 
still get a little teary-eyed when I hear “Lost in Your 
Eyes.”) But Naughty by Nature and Salt-N-Pepa 
feel kinda like head-scratchers, both renowned 
for nasty, down-and-dirty hiphop jamz. (“Push 
It”? “O.P.P.”? “Shoop”?). This should be a night of 
people-watching gold. (Tacoma Dome, 8 pm, all 
ages, $34–$384.) LEILANI POLK

MAY 30–JUNE 1

Northwest Terror Fest
  MUSIC   The third annual edition of Seattle’s 
underground heavy music festival features an 
impressive lineup of more than 30 bands over 
Northwest Terror Fest’s three days, plus several 
more at the pre-fest kickoff. Among the most 
notable headliners are elder statesmen of grindcore 
Pig Destroyer (Saturday); Swedish crusty d-beat 
punk makers Wolfbrigade (Friday); slow-building 
sludge and pummeling doom metal purveyors Inter 
Arma (Friday); and 1970s-spawned sword-and-
sorcery-minded heavy-metal-turned-proto-doom-
and-power-metal vets Cirith Ungol, who originally 
disbanded in 1992, but regrouped in 2016. The fest 
is held at Neumos and Barboza, with a preshow 
event on May 29 and after-parties each night at 
Highline. Get ready to get your thrash on. (Various 
locations, $17–$105.) LEILANI POLK

New Kids on the Block
Sat June 1 at Tacoma Dome

COURTESY OF NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK

Happy Hour
’til 8pm & all nite Wed 
$2 off drafts & wells

MON–THU 5PM–2AM FRI–SUN 3PM–2AM
1221 E MADISON STREET PONYSEATTLE

WED 5/22 HAPPY HOUR ALL NITE!
THU 5/23  HOT LOVE
FRI 5/24 SUGAR RUSH
SAT 5/25 DAD’S HOUSE  
SUN 5/26 THE WORLD’S TINIEST TEA DANCE 
MON 5/27 HAPPY HOUR TIL 8pm
TUES  5/28 GGNZLA KARAOKE 
WED  5/29  HAPPY HOUR ALL NITE 
THU 5/30  ROBUST 
FRI 5/31 TURN’T: BLACK SOUND REWOUND
SAT  6/1 MEDICAL RECORDS 
SUN  6/2 THE WORLD’S TINIEST TEA DANCE  
MON  6/3 HAPPY HOUR TIL 8pm
TUE  6/4  GGNZLA KARAOKE 
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SUN JUNE 2

Billie Eilish, Denzel Curry
  ROCK/POP   Her sultry, silky, dulcet vocals have an 
old-soul quality, and her songwriting feels catchier 
and more mature than her 17 years would suggest. 
Which is likely why LA pop maker Billie Eilish has 
jetted to the top of charts worldwide with her debut 
full-length, When We All Fall Asleep, Where Do 
We Go?, that peaked at No. 1 in 20 countries, and 
debuted at the top of our own Billboard 200. She’s 
like the American version of Lorde, but her music 
belongs more on the late-night spectrum with dark, 
moody, grooving and thumping production qualities. 
(Marymoor Park, Redmond, 7 pm, all ages, $50/$55 
(sold out).) LEILANI POLK

Dizzy Wright
  HIPHOP/RAP   There’s a 2018 Fuse ASMR video 
spoof featuring Dizzy Wright, that finds the rapper 
with a mic and a whisper, rustling the pages of a 
calendar as he points out dates he likes (April is his 
favorite month because it includes his daughter’s 
birthday, 4/21, and his favorite holiday, 4/20, back-
to-back), swishily rubbing St. Ives on his hands, 
knees, and neck (“Gotta stay lotioned up out here”), 
opening the tube to a pre-roll with a nice “pop,” 
and handling the fatty in satisfying crinkles as he 
recites all the flavors of his Dizzy-brand weed. 
While it doesn’t say much about his talents, it does 
reflect an artist who is generally good-natured, 
and his music speaks for itself: clever raps, fine 
rhythmic flow, funk-grooving production qualities. 
Must be in his blood; his uncles are Bone Thugs 
N Harmony members Layzie Bone and Flesh-
N-Bone. This date falls behind the release of his 
sixth studio LP, Nobody Cares Work Harder. (Vera 
Project, 7 pm, all ages, $20–$150.) LEILANI POLK

TUES JUNE 4

Terry Reid
  BLUES/COUNTRY/FOLK   Whoa!!! Terry Reid!?! In 
town?!?! Dang. If you’re not in the know, in 1968, 
Mr. Reid was tapped as the first choice to front 
the New Yardbirds or, as they became known, Led 
Zeppelin—he had THAT KIND OF VOICE—but he 
passed and went on to record his own remarkable 
and highly regarded records. I’m not too sure if he’ll 
devastate us by belting out songs like he could in 
1968, but, though tempered and seasoned by age, 

he still has that voice, and from what I gather, he’ll 
be playing the more stripped-down songs from his 
singer-songwriter repertoire. (Triple Door, 7:30 pm, 
all ages, $22–$30.) MIKE NIPPER

WED JUNE 5

Imogen Heap
  ELECTRONIC   She’s more than an early-aughts 
obsession! Over the past decade, Imogen Heap 
has written the soundtrack for Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child, helped produce Taylor Swift’s 
album 1989, and cofounded Live 4 X, an online 
charitable concert series. Her current tour serves 
to launch a project called Creative Passport, 
a music-sharing system designed to promote 
fairer pay and contract standards for artists. But 
the most enthralling part of this Moore Theatre 
performance will likely be the use of her high-tech 
Mi.Mu gloves, which turn hand gestures into mu-
sic (and are currently on sale for a cool $2,800). 
(Moore Theatre, 8 pm, all ages, $35.) AJ DENT

Pato Banton, Lion of Judah Band
  FUNK/REGGAE   Birmingham, England, probably 
doesn’t come to mind as a reggae hotbed, but the 
UK industrial city was a major recipient of West 
Indian immigrants in the postwar era. No surprise: 
Reggae and ska music thrived, with a vibrant sound 
system and toasting culture blending into the local 
pub scene. Pato Banton cut his teeth in 1980s Bir-
mingham and is still touring to this day. “Don’t Sniff 
Coke” and “Go Pato” sound a bit dated listened to 
against the reggae revival standard coming out of 
contemporary Kingston, but that’s one thing about 
roots music—the old stuff never goes out of style. 
(Nectar, 8 pm, $13.) GREGORY SCRUGGS

FIONA GARDEN

Billie Eilish
Sun June 2 at Marymoor Park

KENNETH CAPPELLO

2200 2ND AVE H CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE
H MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM H

5/24
FRIDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

The Missionary Position 
10th Anniversary of “Diamonds In A Dead Sky”
Into the Cold & Little Spirits    21 & Over

5/24
FRIDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Sego @ The Sunset
Boots to the Moon  21 & Over

5/25
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Skeletonwitch
Soft Kill, Wiegedood    All Ages

5/25
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

After Funk @ High Dive
Fast Nasties     21 & Over

5/28
TUESDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Sonreal @ Columbia City Theater   All Ages

5/30
THURSDAY

Da808 & The Crocodile Present:

Through The Roots
Tribal Theory & Roots of a Rebellion    All Ages

5/31 WEEZUS 6/1 BLACK MARBLE 6/2 RIVERSIDE 6/4 BROTHA LYNCH HUNG 6/5 FOXWARREN 6/6 ROLLING 
BLACKOUTS COASTAL FEVER 6/7 FLOATER 6/8 DUKE EVERS 6/9 LE BUTCHERETTES 6/11 CONNAN MOCKASIN 
6/15 KATIE TOUPIN 6/16 YBN CORDAE 6/20 OKKERVIL RIVER 6/21 CHERRY POPIN’ DADDIES 6/22 CHARLY 
BLISS 6/23 LION BABE 6/24 CEREMONY / SHEER MAG 6/25 SINKANE @ THE TRACTOR 6/26 JAMILA WOODS

FE
AT

UR
ED Sun 11/24

BLACK 
MIDI

Wed 11/20
HILLTOP 
HOODS

 8/15-8/17
THE HOLD 
STEADY
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Advertisement, Bad 
Blood, Matt Berry
Chop Suey, Tues May 28, 
8 pm, $8/$10

Austin Jenckes
Snoqualmie Casino, Fri 
May 24, 8 pm, $15

The Babe Rainbow, 
MUNYA
High Dive, Tues June 4, 
7:30 pm, $15/$17

Brotha Lynch Hung, 
BARZ!
Crocodile, Tues June 4,  
7 pm, $20–$45

An Evening with Death
McMenamins Elks 
Temple, Sat May 25,  
9 pm, all ages, $35

Gypsy Temple, i///u, 
wilsonlikethevolleyball
Vera Project, Sat June 1,  
7 pm, all ages, $10/$12

Ivan & Alyosha, Sisters
Tractor Tavern, May 
24–25, 9 pm, $15

J.I.D, Saba, Mereba, 
Deante Hitchcock
Showbox Sodo, Wed 
May 29, 8 pm, all ages, 
$25/$30

Máscaras, Terror/ 
Cactus, Lilac
Lo-Fi Performance Gallery, 
Fri May 24, 9 pm

Miles Davis Birthday 
Celebration
Tula’s, May 24–25,  
7:30 pm, all ages, $35

NAV, KILLY
Showbox Sodo, Tues 
May 28, 8 pm, all ages, 
$35/$40

The Pharcyde, New 
Track City, DJ Indica 
Jones
Nectar, May 30–31, 8 pm, 
$30–$35

P.O.D., Nonpoint, 
Islander, Nine Shrines
El Corazon, Mon June 4,  
8 pm, all ages, $25-$30

Real Estate, Kacey 
Johansing
Alma Mater Tacoma, Fri 
May 24, 8 pm, $20/$22

Romaro Franceswa, 
Gage Edwards, SXLX-
MXN, Bocha
Neumos, Thurs May 23,  
7 pm, all ages, $10/$15

Sadistik, Nacho Picas-
so, Black Magic Noize, 
Kno, Trizz, Rafael 
Vigilantics, Diveyede
Barboza, Wed June 5,  
7 pm, $18/$23

Sebadoh, Flower
Tractor Tavern,  
Sun June 2, 8 pm, $20

Thou, Panopticon, 
Slasher Dave
Highline, Wed May 29,  
8 pm, $20/$25

The True Loves, Prom 
Queen, Sun Breaks
Neptune Theatre, Fri May 
24, 8:30 pm, all ages, 
$15/$17

Xiu Xiu, Lyfe Indoors
Vera Project, Thurs May 
23, 7 pm, all ages, $15/$17

Short 
List

Early Warnings
DAVE B, JAK KNIGHT, U MOORE The Showbox, Sat June 22, 9 pm, $25/$30

KHALID, CLAIRO Tacoma Dome, Sun July 7, 7:30 pm, $40–$304

DIGABLE PLANETS Neptune Theatre, Fri Aug 9, 9 pm, $34

THE HOLD STEADY Crocodile, Aug 15–17, 8 pm, $40

BLINK-182, LIL WAYNE, NECK DEEP White River Amphitheatre, Sat Aug 31, 7:30 pm, $38–$193

DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE, CAR SEAT HEADREST Marymoor Park, Sept 7–8, 6:30 pm, $45–$90

INCUBUS, DUB TRIO Paramount Theatre, Tues Sept 17, 8 pm, $56–$365

ANGELS & AIRWAVES Showbox Sodo, Fri Sept 27, 9 pm, $35

EXPERIENCE HENDRIX Paramount Theatre, Tues Oct 1, 7:30 pm, $45–$125

MORRISSEY, INTERPOL WaMu Theater, Tues Oct 1, 7:30 pm, $45–$175

DANIEL NORGREN Neptune Theatre, Fri Oct 4, 8 pm, $19/$21

LOGIC, J.I.D., YBN CORDAE WaMu Theater, Tues Oct 8, 7:30 pm, $47–$247

BASTILLE WaMu Theater, Wed Oct 9, 7:30 pm, $50

POSTMODERN JUKEBOX Paramount Theatre, Sun Oct 13, 8 pm, $26–$201

STARSET Neptune Theatre, Sun Oct 13, 7 pm, $24/$27

FINK Columbia City Theater, Thurs Oct 17, 8 pm, $20/$25

MARISELA & AMANDA MIGUEL Moore Theatre, Fri Oct 18, 8 pm, $60–$200

CAAMP The Showbox, Thurs Oct 24, 8:30 pm, $26/$28

LAST DINOSAURS, BORN RUFFIANS Neumos, Fri Oct 25, 5 pm, $15/$20

CAT POWER The Showbox, Wed Oct 30, 8:30 pm, $40/$43

X AMBASSADORS Showbox Sodo, Sun Nov 17, 7:30 pm, $33/$38

Thurs 5/23
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Black Giraffe, Hotels, 
8 pm, $8/$10

CHOP SUEY All Out for Kshama 
Sawant: Drag Show & Concert, 
7:30 pm, $15

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Jaeden Luke, Haywire, Spence 
Hood, Dakota Reese, 8 pm, $10

CROCODILE Tango Alpha Tango, 
7 pm, $12

a EASY STREET RECORDS 
Justin Townes Earle (Solo) In-Store 
Performance, 7–8 pm, free
H a EDMONDS CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS Ronnie Spector & 
The Ronettes, 7:30 pm, $29–$64 
(sold out)

EL CORAZON Chelsea Grin, 
Slaughter to Prevail, Enterprise 
Earth, Traitors, Bodysnatch, 7 
pm, $18/$20

HIGHLINE Cult Leader, Call Of 
The Void, Into the Storm, Death 
Cave, 8 pm, $12/$15

a MCCAW HALL JoJo Siwa, 
6:30 pm, $142–$316

RENDEZVOUS The World Heat 
Tour, 9:30 pm, $6/$12

THE ROYAL ROOM More Songs 
about Housing and Justice: 
A Benefit for the Seattle/
King County Coalition on 
Homelessness, 7 pm, $15/$20

STAGE SEATTLE Almighty 
Suspect & Friends, 7 pm, $25–$70

SUNSET TAVERN Asterhouse, 
Plum, RGK + the Alternative 
Facts, 8 pm, $8

TRACTOR TAVERN Great 
American Trainwreck, World’s 
Finest, The Lowest Pair,  
8 pm, $10

a TRIPLE DOOR Seattle Secret 
Music Showcase, 7:30 pm, $25

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a KATHARYN ALVORD 
GERLICH THEATER UW Modern 
Music Ensemble, 7:30 pm, $10

DJ
Q NIGHTCLUB Field Trip 73: 
Sander Van Doorn, 9 pm–2 
am, $10

SUBSTATION BREAK, 9 pm–2 
am, $15

FOR TICKETS & PACKAGE 
DEALS, CHECK OUT:

STRANGERTICKETS.COM
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JAZZ
a BROADWAY 
PERFORMANCE HALL 
Vocalpoint! Seattle Presents: 
Spring Show, $5–$20

JAZZ ALLEY Ms. Lisa Fischer 
and Grand Baton, $41

THE ROYAL ROOM Tim 
Kennedy Special Trio, Pom Pom, 
7:30 pm, $8/$10

DANCE
MERCURY Dead & Buried - 2 
Years in the Grave Anniversary 
Party, 9 pm–2 am

TIMBRE ROOM Blackout 
Apocalypse, 3–7 am, $10–$25

Fri 5/24
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Kirin J Callinan, 7 
pm, $15

BELLTOWN YACHT CLUB The 
Finger Guns, The Aimlows, The 
Bitter, 8:30 pm–12 am, $8

CAFE RACER Weep Wave, 
Godcaster, 1800, Mary Claire, 8 
pm–12 am, $5–$10

CENTRAL SALOON Smoker 
Dad, Los Bongquistadors, 
Haymaker, Sam & the Savages, 
8 pm, $8

CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE The 
Spits, Sore Points, The Middle 
Ages, Arch Enemies, 9 pm, 
$15/$18

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER Dr. 
Cr√ºe, Disposable Zeros, The 
Warning, Bullet in Your Head, 
8 pm, $10

CONOR BYRNE Antonioni, 
Medejin, Jupiter Sprites, 9 
pm, $8

EL CORAZON Hell’s Belles, 9 
pm, $16/$18

THE FUNHOUSE Butt Club, 
Wreckless Freeks, Cody Choi, 9 
pm, $8/$10

HIGH DIVE Glass Frames, 
Monitor, Timberfoot, 9 pm, 
$8/$12

a HOLLOW EARTH RADIO 
VibraGun, Dry Wedding, God and 
Vanilla, 8 pm, $7–$15

IT’S A SECRET Susquatch 4

LUCKY LIQUOR Anagram, Pom 
Pom, Cold Shoulder, 9 pm, $7

NECTAR TRL: “As Long As 
You Love May” Edition, 8 pm, 
$10–$16

RENDEZVOUS ATUNE Mini 
May Tour with Ded Electric and 
Infinite Cuddle, 10 pm, $5

THE ROYAL ROOM Joe Doria 
Trio, Trio Subtonic, 8:30 pm, 
$15/$17

a THE SHOWBOX Higher 
Brothers, 9 pm, $22/$25

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
Blue Glass, Suitcase, Faceplant, 
9 pm–1 am

SUNSET TAVERN Sego, Boots to 
the Moon, 8:30 pm, $12
H a TACOMA DOME Carrie 
Underwood, Maddie & Tae, 
Runaway June, 8 pm, $46–$96+

a THE TASTING ROOM Alma Y 
Azucar, 7–10 pm, free

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE 
Shady Bottom, 9 pm, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
415 WESTLAKE Emerald City 
Music: Bach Suites, 8 pm, $45

DJ
CHOP SUEY Retro Remix: ‘80s, 
‘90s, and ‘00s Dance Party, 10 
pm, $5/$10 

Q NIGHTCLUB Pop Secret: 
Jerry Wang & Whygul, 10 pm–2 
am, $10

THE UNDERGROUND STA 
Presents: Shugz, 10 pm–3 
am, $15

JAZZ
THE ROYAL ROOM Greta 
Matassa Quintet with Alexey 
Nikolaev, 7 pm, $15/$18

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE The 
Djangomatics, 5 pm, free

H a UW MEANY STUDIO 
THEATER IMPFest XI, 7:30 
pm, $20

Sat 5/25
LIVE MUSIC
BLUE MOON TAVERN Judd 
Lewis & the Loose Cannons, 
Jakob Singer & the Outsiders, 
Temple Canyon, 9 pm, $8

a CAFE RACER Seatown 
Music Benefit Show with 
Fantasy A, AK-47, Great Dane, 8 
pm–12 am, $5–$10

CENTRAL SALOON Odonis 
Odonis, Dark Smith, Webdriver 
Torso, 8 pm, $10

CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE Derek 
Sheen (Album Recording) Plus 
Special Guests, 9 pm, $15

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Izthmi, Guns of Barisal, Wake of 
Humanity, Rat King, 8 pm, $5

CONOR BYRNE Punk As 
Folk with The Bad Things and 
Danbert Nobacon, 9 pm, $10

a CROCODILE Skeletonwitch, 
Soft Kill, Martyrdöd, Wiegedood, 
8 pm, $20

THE FUNHOUSE Swingin’ 
Utters, Gallows Bound, 8:30 pm, 
$13/$15

LO-FI Night Glitter, 
Somesurprises, 9 pm, $10

LUCKY LIQUOR Beast Folk, Fuzz 
Droner, Echo Relocation, Teen 
Cat, 9 pm–2 am, $7

a NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Bhangra Evolution USA Live, 8 
pm, $40–$120

a PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
Pancho Barraza en Concierto, 8 
pm, $49–$129

a TRIPLE DOOR Kalimba: The 
Spirit of Earth, Wind & Fire, 8 pm, 
$25–$35

DJ
MONKEY LOFT Diggin Deep: 
Uniting Souls Record-Release 
Party, 10 pm–4 am

NEUMOS Gold School with DJ 
Cide, DJ Aquaphina, Tezatalks, 
Yohiness, 10:30 pm, $12/$15

Q NIGHTCLUB Haute Sauce: 
Pickster, Swerveone, Semaj, 10 
pm–2 am, $10

SUBSTATION Cultivate: Mrs.
Magoo, BC Rydah, 9 pm–2 am

JAZZ
JAZZ ALLEY Ms. Lisa Fischer 
and Grand Baton, $41
H a UW MEANY STUDIO 
THEATER IMPFest XI, 7:30 
pm, $20

Sun 5/26
LIVE MUSIC
CHOP SUEY Black Taffy, 
MatthewDavid, Brin, 8 pm, 
$8/$10

a CROCODILE The Twilight 
Sad, 8 pm, $20

a EL CORAZON No Home, 
Samsara, Mugshot, 7 pm, 
$10/$14

HIGH DIVE Public Theatre, In 
Aisle Eight, Clothing Optional, 8 
pm, $5/$8

HIGHLINE Wear Your Wounds, 
Xasthur, Author & Punisher, 8 
pm, $15/$17

a NEPTUNE THEATRE Gogol 
Bordello, 8 pm, $35 (sold out)

NEUMOS Zveri, 8 pm, $55–$95

RENDEZVOUS Gifted Youngstaz, 
Entendres, 10 pm, $8

a TRIPLE DOOR Cris 
Williamson, Barbara Higbie, 
Teresa Trull: The ReUnion Tour, 
7:30 pm, $30–$40

DJ
BAR CIUDAD Lovelee Dae Day 
Party, 3–10 pm, $10

JAZZ
JAZZ ALLEY Ms. Lisa Fischer 
and Grand Baton, $41

Mon 5/27
LIVE MUSIC
CENTRAL SALOON Lust Punch, 
Graveyard Witch, Zamtrip, 
Cashing in Karma, 8 pm

CLUB SUR Exmortus, Silver 
Talon, Kommand, Pain Field, Vile 
Effigy, 7:30 pm, $13

THE FUNHOUSE Stickup Kid, 
Glacier Vines, Til I Fall, Regress, 
7:30 pm, $10/$12

TRACTOR TAVERN Rhett Miller, 
Anthony D’Amato, 8 pm, $20

Tues 5/28
LIVE MUSIC
a COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Sonreal, 7 pm, $17

a THE FUNHOUSE Esham, 
Lalion, Severed, Con-Crete, 
Legion Sik, The Pain Mob, 8 pm, 
$12/$15

a NEPTUNE THEATRE August 
Alsina, 8 pm, $29/$33

a NEUMOS IDLES, Fontaines 
D.C., 8 pm, $18 (sold out)

RENDEZVOUS Roadie, Kate 
Dinsmore, Courtney Phelps, 
6:30 pm, $8

SUNSET TAVERN Ocean Alley, 
The Morning Yells, 9 pm, $15

a TRIPLE DOOR Keith 
Greeninger, Dayan Kai, David 
Jacob-Strains, 7:30 pm, $20

VICTORY LOUNGE Pearl Earl, 8 
pm, $6/$8

JAZZ
THE ROYAL ROOM Nathan 
Breedlove, 8 pm, $10/$12

a UW MEANY STUDIO 
THEATER Studio Jazz Ensemble 
& UW Modern Band, 7:30 
pm, $10

Wed 5/29
LIVE MUSIC
THE FUNHOUSE The Cool 
Moonmist Mountain Band, 
Poltersleep, ZKRY, Vanian 
Bulman, 8 pm, $8/$10

HIGH DIVE Zach Santos & The 
Mint Condition Kids, 8 pm, 
$5/$8

SUBSTATION Dogs of Cascadia, 
Pink Octopus, Shop Dog, 8 pm

SUNSET TAVERN TENRAI, 
Nijlpaard, Guests, 8 pm, $10

TRACTOR TAVERN The 
Suitcase Junket, Rachel Baiman, 
8 pm, $15

TRINITY Ray Volpe & Ubur “A 
Wholesome Gathering”, 9 pm, 
$10–$50

a TRIPLE DOOR Azam Ali, 7:30 
pm, $20–$30

a VERA PROJECT The Pretty 
Flowers, Stella Crest, Reader, 7 
pm, $8/$10

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a KATHARYN ALVORD 
GERLICH THEATER Chamber 
Singers and University Chorale: 
Bon Voyage!, 7:30 pm, $10

JAZZ
a TULA’S Jory Tindall’s Seattle 
Hard Bop Collective, 7:30 pm

Thurs 5/30
LIVE MUSIC
a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Karl Fousek, Norm 
Chambers, RM Francis, 8 pm, 
$5–$15

CHOP SUEY The Skints, Jesse 
Royal, 8 pm, $15

a CROCODILE Through The 
Roots, Tribal Theory, Roots of a 
Rebellion, 8 pm, $15/$18

HIGHLINE Bongzilla, Lb.!, 11 pm, 
$17–$20

a NEPTUNE THEATRE Brandi 
Carlile, 8 pm, $44
H a THE ROYAL ROOM Great 
Women of Country Tribute 
Series: The Music of Dolly Parton 
& Alison Krauss, 8 pm, $12/$15

SEAMONSTER LOUNGE Proud 
and Nasty Jam Session, 10 pm

a SHOWARE CENTER Hillsong 
United, Amanda Lindsey Cook, 
Mack Brock, 7:30 pm, $30–$252

SUNSET TAVERN Jean Chalant, 
Belva, Brian Noyes, 7:30 pm, $10

TRACTOR TAVERN Whitney 
Monge, Supermother, Lyle, 8 
pm, $12

a TRIPLE DOOR Rise Up: A 
Tribute to the Music of Hamilton, 
$25/$30

a VERA PROJECT Spirit of 
the Beehive, Strange Ranger, 
7:30–11:30 pm, $12–$15

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a KATHARYN ALVORD 
GERLICH THEATER Wind 
Ensemble and Symphonic Band: 
Musica Obscura, 7:30 pm, $10

DJ
Q NIGHTCLUB Field Trip 74: Will 
Clarke, 9 pm–2 am, $10

SUBSTATION HEAT.wav, 8 
pm, $8

JAZZ
a BAKE’S PLACE Bellevue Jazz 
& Blues Festival: DHQ-Darelle 
Holden Quartet with Kelly Ash, 
8–10 pm, $21
H RESONANCE AT SOMA 
TOWERS Bellevue Jazz & Blues 
Festival: Sara Gazarek, 6:30 pm, 
$55/$60

Fri 5/31
LIVE MUSIC
BELLTOWN YACHT CLUB 
Automatic Weekend, Small 
Tribes, 9 pm

CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Inverted Space: 
Reflected Duality, 8 pm, $5–$15

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Pure Bathing Culture, 8 pm, 
$14/$16

CONOR BYRNE Killer Whale, 
Bodies On The Beach, Low 
Hums, 9 pm, $8/$10

CROCODILE Weezus, Bleezus, 
New York City Cops, 8 pm, $10

DARRELL’S TAVERN School 
of Rock Seattle Presents: Arena 
Rock, 9 pm, $10

EASY STREET RECORDS 
Silversun Pickups Acoustic 
In-Store Performance, 6:30–7:30 
pm, free

a THE FUNHOUSE Decayer, 
Farooq, When The Broken Burn, 
Cut Both Ways, Nevergrows, 
7:30 pm, $10/$13

HIGHLINE Indian, Year of the 
Cobra, 11 pm, $17–$20

a NEPTUNE THEATRE The 
Record Company, 8 pm, $19/$21

RENDEZVOUS Loud Sleepers, 
The Subjunctives, Coyote Bred, 
9:30 pm, $7

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
The Earthlings, Madcap Pusher, 
Ichi Bichi, DJ Marvelette, 9 
pm–1 am

TOWN HALL Global Rhythms: 
Kinan Azmeh CityBand, 7:30 
pm, $20

TRACTOR TAVERN Ten Miles 
Wide, Quiet, Megafauna, Oceans 
Fade, 9 pm, $10

a TRIPLE DOOR Rise Up: A 
Tribute to the Music of Hamilton, 
$25/$30

a VERA PROJECT Rhymes n 
Roses: L3XDIVINE, ShySpeaks, 
Mahogany Jones, Shakiah, 7 
pm, $8/$10

a WASHINGTON HALL 
Novaplosion! Benefit Rock Show 
for Nova High School, 7:30–11 
pm, $12

TIMES LISTED
ARE SHOW TIMES. 

DOORS OPEN 
30-60 MINUTES 

BEFORE.

FOLLOW US ON FB, TWITTER & INSTAGRAM

Monday 5/27
ALT-COUNTRY

RHETT MILLER
ANTHONY D’AMATO

8PM $20/$25

5/23 WORLD’S FINEST  5/30 WHITNEY MONGÉ  5/31 TEN MILES WIDE  6/1 WEENER 
6/7 NITE WAVE  6/8 SPIRIT AWARD, THE GRIZZLED MIGHTY  6/9 JON LANGFORD  6/10 
LULUC  6/11 KAITIE WADE  6/19 JOHN PAUL WHITE  6/22 THE FELICE BROTHERS

Sunday 6/2
THE RETURN OF

SEBADOH
FLOWERS
8PM $20

Monday 6/3
AMERICAN ROCK & ROLL

THE BAND OF 
HEATHENS

REED FOEHL
8PM $15/$18

Wednesday 6/5
91.3 KBCS PRESENTS

THE TRAVELIN’ 
MCCOURYS

8PM $25

Thursday 6/6
NOLADELIC POWERFUNK

BIG SAM’S 
FUNKY NATION

45TH STREET BRASS
9PM $18/$20

Wednesday 5/22
91.3 KBCS PRESENTS

TK & THE HOLY 
KNOW-NOTHINGS

T SISTERS
IZZAK OPATZ

8PM $12

Fri 5/24 & Sat 5/25
FOLK POP

IVAN & ALYOSHA
SISTERS
9PM $15

Tuesday 5/28
AUSSIE PSYCH REGGAE

OCEAN ALLEY
THE MORNING YELLS

9PM $15

Wednesday 5/29
ONE MAN BAND

THE SUITCASE 
JUNKET

RACHEL BAIMAN
8PM $15

9TH AVE & PINE ST



CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a ST. JAMES CATHEDRAL 
Seattle Metropolitan Chamber 
Orchestra Season Finale: Heaven 
and Earth, 8 pm, $15–$25

a UW MEANY STUDIO 
THEATER Percussion Ensemble 
with UW Steel Band and 
Gamelan Ensemble, 7:30 
pm, $10

DJ
KREMWERK Karsten Sollors 
with LGSP, GriffinGrrl, and 
Alfonso Tan, 10 pm–4 am, $15

SUBSTATION TikiTiki Presents: 
The Pineapple Ball, 9 pm–2 
am, $5/$10

THE UNDERGROUND STA 
Presents: Super8 & Tab, 10 pm–3 
am, $20/$25

JAZZ
TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE 
Jacqueline Tabor, 5 pm, free

a TULA’S Johnaye Kendrick 
Quartet, 7:30–10:30 pm, $22

Sat 6/1
LIVE MUSIC
a BLACK LODGE SH:HS, Terror 
Cell Unit, Xiphoid Dementia, 
Obsidian Needles, Hostage 
Execution, 9 pm

CAFE RACER Flesh Produce, 
Rat Queen, Rachael’s Children, 
8 pm, $7

CENTRAL SALOON Petty Cash, 
Other Truckers, 8 pm, $8

CLUB SUR David Calzado y La 
Charanga Habanera en Seattle!, 
9:30 pm–2 am, $45/$60

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Neema the Renaissance, 8 
pm, $20

a EL CORAZON Marianas 
Trench, 8 pm, $25–$125

HIGH DIVE Shelter From the 
Storm: A Tribute to Bob Dylan 
Benefitting NorthWest Harvest, 
8 pm, $15

HIGHLINE Bongripper, Oxygen 
Destroyer, 11 pm, $17–$20

a MARYMOOR PARK Joe 
Russo’s Almost Dead, 6 pm, 
$43/$45

MOORE THEATRE Little Feat, 8 
pm, $37–$87

NECTAR Andreilien, David 
Starfire, Kll Smth, Soohan, 
Mumukshu, 7:30 pm, $18–$26

PARLIAMENT TAVERN Black 
Nite Crash, Head Band, Floored 
Faces, 8 pm

TRIPLE DOOR BowieVision, 8 
pm, $22–$30

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a BENAROYA HALL Warming 
Up with the Horns, 10 am, 12 
pm, $12

a FOSTER PERFORMING 
ARTS CENTER Rainier 
Symphony - A Salute to 
Broadway, $12/$18

a THE ROYAL ROOM 
Nostalgic Shadows, 5:30 pm, 
$15/$20

a SEATTLE FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH Seattle Choral 
Company: Cantata Fest, 8 
pm, $25

DJ
MONKEY LOFT Soft Option 
Presents BIG, 10 pm–4 am

Q NIGHTCLUB Haute Sauce: 
Baauer, 10 pm–2 am, $20

SUBSTATION Everyone’s 
Birthday, 9 pm–2 am

JAZZ
a TULA’S Bill Anschell 
Standards Trio, 7:30–10:30 
pm, $22

Sun 6/2
LIVE MUSIC
a CROCODILE Riverside, 
Contrive, 6:30 pm, $25/$30

THE FUNHOUSE CJ Ramone, 
Mean Jeans, 8:30 pm, $14/$16

HIGH DIVE Natalie Paige, Riley 
Skinner, P.B. Arthur, 8 pm, 
$6/$10

a NEUMOS Kings 
Kaleidoscope, 7 pm, $25–$60

RENDEZVOUS Sharing the 
Stage Presents: The Black 
Tones, 4 pm, $7/$12

a STROUM JEWISH 
COMMUNITY CENTER Roy 
Dahan, 6:30–9:30 pm, $15/$20

SUNSET TAVERN The Blank 
Tapes, Powerbleeder, Secret 
Superpower, 8 pm, $10

a TRIPLE DOOR Detour Sign 
with Kurt Dyrhsen & Carin 
Towne, 7 pm, $20–$35

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
BENAROYA HALL In the 
Spotlight: Gabrielli & Clarke, 5 
pm, $35

TRINITY PARISH CHURCH 
Seattle Bach Choir: Leonardo, 
$20

JAZZ
JAZZ ALLEY Spyro Gyra, $35

Mon 6/3
LIVE MUSIC
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Tim Baker, Charlotte Cornfield, 8 
pm, $17/$18

a FREMONT ABBEY Josiah 
Johnson, Lenore, Dean Johnson, 
7:30 pm, $0–$15

a NEUMOS Kings 
Kaleidoscope, Citizens, 7 pm, 
$25–$60

RED LOUNGE Haitian Flag Day 
Celebration, 7 pm, $10/$15

SUNSET TAVERN Greg Holden, 
Amanda Winterhalter, 7:30 
pm, $13

TRACTOR TAVERN The Band of 
Heathens, Reed Foehl, 8 pm, $15

a VERA PROJECT Sammie, 
Damar Jackson, 8 pm, $15–$40

JAZZ
H a KATHARYN ALVORD 
GERLICH THEATER UW Gospel 
Choir, 7:30 pm, $10

Tues 6/4
LIVE MUSIC
LO-FI Miscomings, Maskara, 
Russian Tsarlag, Dan Talbot, 8 
pm, $10

a NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Parachute, 8 pm, $19

THE ROYAL ROOM The Savoy 
Night Owls, Free Candy, The 
Witness, 7:30 pm, $10

a THE SHOWBOX A R I Z O N A, 
8 pm, $21/$26

TRACTOR TAVERN THAD, 
Guests, 8 pm, $18

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
a KATHARYN ALVORD 
GERLICH THEATER 
Ethnomusicology Visiting 
Artist Concert: Heri Purwanto 
- Javanese Gamelan Music & 
Dance, 7:30 pm, $20

JAZZ
a TULA’S Tim Kennedy 
Quartet with Ahamefule Oluo, 
7:30–10 pm, $15

Wed 6/5
LIVE MUSIC
CENTRAL SALOON Sweet N’ 
Juicy, A Hot Mess, 8 pm, $8

a CROCODILE Foxwarren, 
Hannah Cohen, 8 pm, $20

THE SHOWBOX Citizen, 
Knuckle Puck, Hunny, Oso Oso, 
7:15 pm, $23/$26

TRACTOR TAVERN The 
Travelin’ McCourys, 8 pm, $25

a TRIPLE DOOR Howe Gelb, 
7:30 pm, $18–$22

a VERA PROJECT Field 
Medic, Pickle Boy, Guests, 7 pm, 
$12/$15

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY Spencer Day, 
7:30 pm, $28
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Film

T
he 1990s saw the birth of a new kind 
of black cinema. These were films 
that, despite being produced for 
black audiences, had real budgets. 
They cost millions to make and 

upheld basic Hollywood production stan-
dards. True, the budgets of these films were, 

in comparison to those 
made for white audienc-
es (default Americans), 
small—but compared to 
earlier black-made films 

for black markets, the budgets were gigan-
tic. The black people portrayed in these 
films—which were, if not a romantic come-
dy/drama, a straight-up comedy or drama—
tended to be middle- or upper-class and not 
preoccupied with racism.

Black 1990s cinema also featured a new 
breed of black talent that was eventually 
identified as “black Hollywood,” and its stars 
are now black-household names: Nia Long, 
Larenz Tate, Queen Latifah, Vivica A. Fox, 
Jada Pinkett Smith, Omar Epps, Ice Cube, 
and, of course, Regina Hall.

Hall’s first film was 1999’s The Best Man, 
a rom-com directed by Spike Lee’s cousin, 
Malcolm Lee (a key figure in the new black 
cinema), and set amid Chicago’s black upper 
crust. Hall had a small part, but it launched 
her career. In 2000, she appeared in Scary 
Movie and Love & Basketball, both black-
made films aimed at both black and white 

American audiences. That was the year Hall 
became an official member of black Holly-
wood—and since then, she’s appeared in 
several Scary Movies and romantic comedy 
after romantic comedy (The Honeymooners, 
Death at a Funeral, About Last Night, Think 
Like a Man, etc.).

In the 2017 black Hollywood film Girls 

Trip (another Malcolm Lee–helmed work), 
Hall plays a “lifestyle guru” at the center of a 
circle of girlfriends (they call themselves the 
Flossy Posse). This is Hall in her element: an 
all-black cast that’s performing for a mass 
black audience.

Last year, Magnolia Pictures released 
Support the Girls, directed by noted indie 

filmmaker Andrew Bujalski and starring 
Hall. These two artists came from very dif-
ferent cinematic universes, but what their 
collaboration produced was a work that tells 
us a lot about the director and even more 
about Hall.

Support the Girls is a world away from 
Girls Trip. Hall’s character, Lisa, is work-
ing-class and manages a Texas bar/restau-
rant called Double Whammies, which has 
a business model similar to Hooters. Hall’s 
employer is white, her employees are most-
ly white, and she spends much of the movie 
trying to keep the declining establishment 
running. This is not by-the-numbers black 
Hollywood. It’s a movie that demanded a lot 
from Hall. Her character has to navigate a 
marriage that’s on the rocks, racist hiring 
policies imposed by the business’s white 
owner, and young white women in bad re-
lationships who seem to come up with bad 
ideas much, much faster than good ones.

The Hall in Support the Girls had to be vul-
nerable in a way that wasn’t demanded of her 
in the black rom-coms that made her famous. 
We get the sense that though Lisa is practical 
and hardworking, she may not be able to over-
come the challenges that beset her from all 
sides. It is in the context of this exposure, this 
vulnerability, that Hall excels. What you never 
fail to believe at any moment in Support the 
Girls is that what keeps Hall going is a warm 
heart in a cold, cold world. n

Hall of Fame
Regina Hall holds court and receives honors at a 

SIFF presentation of Support the Girls.
BY CHARLES MUDEDE

Top Picks
MON MAY 27

SIFF: ‘Thin Skin’ Event
In addition to being The Stranger’s resident 
philosopher, movie and TV critic, and cultural 
commentator, Charles Mudede is also an academic, 
a much called-upon lecturer, an enthusiast of hiphop 
and jazz, and a filmmaker. The screenplay he wrote 
based on his years of covering the police for this 
paper became Police Beat, directed by Robinson 
Devor. Mudede also wrote the screenplay for 
Zoo, a doc about the Enumclaw man who died in 
2005 after performing a sexual act with a stallion. 
Now he’s wrapping up his feature-length debut as 
director, Thin Skin, and will be screening an excerpt 
from the film (“a music-infused dark comedy about 
keeping it together when you’re falling apart”) at 
SIFF. Then he’ll stick around for an onstage talk with 
his creative team about the process of turning a true 
story into a feature film with his real-life subject and 
Thin Skin cowriter, Ahamefule J. Oluo, who plays 
himself in the film. (SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 6:30 pm, 
$15.) LEILANI POLK

MAY 29 & 31

SIFF: ‘Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool’
Miles Davis was one of the greatest musicians 
ever. He was also a nasty motherfucker. Stanley 
Nelson’s documentary Miles Davis: Birth of the 
Cool pivots on these two immutable elements of 
the jazz trumpeter’s existence with a penetrating, 
analytical approach that doesn’t stint on emotion. 
It’s about as rewarding a dissection of a great artist 
and problematic human as one could hope for in 
under two hours. Nelson enlists an elite cadre of 

Davis’s bandmates, wives and lovers, childhood 
friends, family members, promoters, music critics 
and historians, managers, label bosses, and 
Carlos Santana to provide key insights into this 
tormented genius. They’re generous with praise, 
but not afraid to call out the man’s faults, of which 
there were plenty. While the film’s commenters 
deem Davis the epitome of a hip black man who 
took no shit, he was also physically and mentally 
abusive to some of his wives and girlfriends, 
actions that would likely get him “canceled” 
today. Nelson fairly presents Davis’s blemishes 
and virtues, but he ultimately can’t help elevating 
Davis to godhead status. (Wed May 29, SIFF Cin-
ema Egyptian, 6:30 pm; Fri May 31, SIFF Cinema 
Uptown, 4 pm; $15.) DAVE SEGAL

JUNE 3 & 5

SIFF: ‘Lynch: A History’
To paraphrase its namesake subject, watching 
Lynch: A History feels like running through the 
motherfucking face of the traumas of both black 
America and the Seattle Seahawks over and over 
again. The documentary uses almost exclusively 
archival footage to build a portrait of former Sea-
hawks running back Marshawn Lynch that shows 
both how difficult his journey to a Hall of Fame 

caliber career was and the unique way he tra-
versed the difficulty of playing football and being 
a thoughtful black man in America. Director David 
Shields also captures the oft-reported feeling 
within the Seahawks locker room following Super 
Bowl 49 in newly visceral terms. Shields’s film 
pushes well beyond football, however, and is at its 
best when it highlights the relationship between 
the modern NFL and white supremacy. Shields’s 
technique gives him a critical distance that allows 
him to unflinchingly confront every aspect that 
informs Lynch’s career. By jumping around a 
wide range of footage, he connects the journey 
of a famously reticent Lynch to the long history 
of black activism in Oakland and our modern day 

A TRIBUTE TO 
REGINA HALL
Sun June 2, SIFF 
Cinema Egyptian,  
2 pm, $45–$150

Regina Hall (center) is the emotionally exhausted manager of a breastaurant in 
‘Support the Girls.’
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Film

whitelash and the emergence of Trump. Lynch: A 
History is not just a portrait of the most interesting 
and enigmatic Seahawks superstar, but is yet 
another reminder of how deeply the pathology of 
white supremacy is rooted in the history of this 
country and in the everyday lived experience of 
celebrities we think we know. (Mon June 3, SIFF 
Cinema Uptown, 7 pm; Wed June 5, SIFF Cinema 
Uptown, 3:30 pm; $15.) SPIKE FRIEDMAN 

TUES JUNE 4

SIFF: ‘I Am Cuba’
Directed by Mikhail Kalatozov and financed by 
the Soviet Union, 1964’s I Am Cuba is an epic that 
contains neither hard individuals nor personal ex-
periences, but only subjects of a world-historical 
movement, a mass advancement, a triumphant 
(and bloody) march from a state of raw economic 
exploitation by multinational corporations and 
the American tourist industry to a new state of 
socialized production, education, transportation, 
and health. The subjects in the movie are wired to 
the spirit of the times. The melancholy prostitute, 
the severe soul singer, the serious student, the 
mountain peasant, the sugarcane farmer, his 
beautiful children, even his horse—from within 
each the whole idea of freedom is emerging. And 
the greatness of the revolution is matched by 
the greatness of the film’s form. This is a newly 
restored copy of the pro-revolutionary Soviet cult 
classic. (SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 6:30 pm, $15) 
CHARLES MUDEDE

#Female Pleasure
SIFF Cinema Uptown & 
AMC Pacific Place,  
May 31–June 1, $15

Banana Split
Ark Lodge Cinemas, Thurs 
May 23, 6:30 pm, $15

Carmen & Lola
Lincoln Square Cinemas 
& SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
May 30 & June 2 & 4, 
$11/$15

Crystal Swan
Lincoln Square Cinemas 
& SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
May 24 & 31–June 1, $15

DJ NicFit Presents 
‘Fantastic Planet’
SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 
Thurs May 30, 7 pm, $15

El Ángel
SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 
Thurs May 30, 9:30 pm, 
$15

A Family Tour
SIFF Cinema Uptown,  
Fri May 24 & 27, $11/$15

Fight Fam
AMC Pacific Place & SIFF 
Cinema Uptown, May 28– 
29, $11/$15

Ghost Fleet
SIFF Cinema Uptown & 
AMC Pacific Place,  
June 2–3, $11/$15

‘Late Night’: SIFF 2019 
Centerpiece Gala
SIFF Cinema Egyptian,  
Sat June 1, 5:30 pm, $30

The Legend of the 
Stardust Brothers
SIFF Cinema Egyptian & 
Uptown, May 31 & June 2 
& 6, $15 

Meeting Gorbachev
SIFF Cinema Uptown & 
Shoreline Community 
College, May 30–31, $15

Non-Fiction
Kirkland Performance 
Center & AMC Pacific 
Place, May 30 & June 4,  
$15

Our Bodies Our Doctors
SIFF Cinema Uptown & 
AMC Pacific Place,  
May 30 & June 1, $15

Patrinell: The Total 
Experience
SIFF Cinema Egyptian & 
Uptown, May 26–27, $15

This Is Not Berlin
AMC Pacific Place & SIFF 
Cinema Uptown, May 23 
& June 2, $15

Travessias Brazilian 
Film Festival
Northwest Film Forum, 
May 24–25, $12/$45

Troop Zero
SIFF Cinema Egyptian 
& Uptown, June 2 & 4, 
$11/$15

X - The eXploited
AMC Pacific Place & SIFF 
Cinema Egyptian, May 24 
& 26, $15

Short 
List
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$5 BURGERS 
COMING JULY 8-13

BURGERWEEKSEATTLE.COM
PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS ANNOUNCED JUNE 12TH

COLOR 
THIS PAGE 
WHILE YOU 

WAIT!

Save the dates and enjoy these specially-crafted burgers, 
available around the city for one week only!
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A
re there stronger signs of gentri-
fi cation than vegan ice-cream 
joints? Maybe the fl otation spa 
nearby has Frankie & Jo’s beat. 
But if we’re going to have nou-

veau-riche luxury in 2019 Seattle, it might 
as well transpire without cruelty to animals.

Frankie & Jo’s bolsters your moral rec-
titude while hitting you with many fl avors 
you can’t fi nd elsewhere. Their niche is 
narrow, but they excel with dairy-free élan. 
(Note that Makini Howell’s Sugar Plum 

has been peddling vegan 
ice cream since 2015, so 
Frankie & Jo’s follows in 
sizable footsteps.)

Located within The 
Stranger’s coveted two-
block radius, Frankie & 

Jo’s o� ers 10 di� erent variations of plant-
based ice cream, plus one sorbet (Beet 
Strawberry Rose). When I visited, I had a 
serious ice-cream appreciator—my girl-
friend—accompany me to o� er seasoned 
observations. We hit the place at 6 p.m. on 
a weekday, before the post-dinner rush. 
Walking by Frankie & Jo’s at 7:30 p.m. two 
days later, I spotted a line out the door.

Frankie & Jo’s is in an airy, small, well-
lit space with a high ceiling. It o� ers two 
longish tables with seven stools, but con-
sidering Cal Anderson Park is only two 
blocks away, it would behoove you to take 
a stroll. I ordered the Gingered Golden 
Milk, its turmeric and cardamom lending 
it Indian cuisine hints, the sort of radical 
move I didn’t expect to enjoy. (I’m some-
thing of a derelict dessert-consumer.) 
This version was indeed creamy, but not 
excessively so. The maple vanilla wa�  e 

cone is made of gluten-free oat fl our, and 
it’s fi rm and crunchy, with no artifi cial 
sweetener aftertaste. Honestly, I could 
be satisfi ed just eating the cone, but I’m 
weird that way.

My girlfriend tried the Jamocha Cha-
ga Fudge. She found the texture to be not 
as smooth as regular ice cream, citing 
its somewhat gummy pull, although the 
toasted almonds lent it a pop. She also 
praised its richness and ability to satisfy 
chocolate craving without being overly 
sweet. “Decadent yet strangely light,” 
she concluded, which could serve as 
Frankie & Jo’s slogan.

I also ordered the Salty Caramel Ash, 
which consists of “dry-burned caramel 
blended with activated charcoal and sea 
salt.” Its disconcertingly dark-gray hue 
makes it look like some kind of industri-
al putty. Perhaps my tongue was frozen 
from the Gingered Golden Milk, but its 
flavor struck me as the epitome of neu-
trality—the equivalent of eating the con-
cept  of ice cream. I bet Charles Mudede 
would like it.

The new monthly seasonal flavors in-
clude Fruta (a piquant, citrusy wonder that 
tastes healthy af ), Mexico Morning, and Ve-
racruz Vanilla, the latter two of which I’ve 
not tried. If you’re a traditionalist, you can’t 
go wrong with their Brown Sugar Vanilla, 
a slight spin on an ultimate comfort dish.

Experienced consumers will note that 
Frankie & Jo’s prices are higher than 
those in non-vegan places, but surely nu-
tritional yeast is worth it? Think of the 
added cost as a green tax, and feel virtuous 
about not contributing to environmental 
degradation, however infi nitesimally. ■

Decadent Yet Strangely Light
Frankie & Jo’s does plant-based ice cream right.

BY DAVE SEGAL

A scoop of Salty Caramel Ash and a scoop of Mexico Morning (their co� ee fl avor).
ANTHONY KEO

FRANKIE & JO’S
1010 E Union St, 
206-557-4603
1411 NW 70th St, 
206-257-1676

Top Picks
MAY 29–30

Salt & Straw Book Signing
When they fi rst founded their Portland-based 
artisan ice creamery Salt & Straw, cousins Tyler 
and Kim Malek had no recipes to speak of. That 
changed when they developed a revolutionary 
base to provide a canvas for their fl avors, which 
range from traditional (Sea Salt with Caramel 
Ribbons or Chocolate Gooey Brownie), to playful 
(Pots of Gold and Rainbows, made with Lucky 
Charms), to the downright outlandish (Salted 
Caramel Thanksgiving Turkey and Dracula’s Blood 
Pudding, a Halloween special made with pig’s 
blood), and which frequently incorporate ingredi-
ents from local businesses. Now you can re-create 
the experience at home (sans lengthy queues!) 

with the Salt & Straw Ice Cream Cookbook, 
which features recipes as well as ways to harness 
inspiration to concoct oddball fl avors of your own. 
Tyler will visit Williams Sonoma in University 
Village (May 29, 6:30 pm) and the Ballard location 
of Salt & Straw (May 30, 6 pm) to demonstrate his 
process, along with offering ice-cream samples 
and signing copies of the cookbook. (Williams 
Sonoma University Village & Salt and Straw 
Ballard, free/$25.) JULIANNE BELL

MAY 31–JUNE 2

Bite of Greece
At this festival, stuff yourself with gyros, slow-roasted 
lamb sandwiches, grilled souvlaki, Greek salad, spana-
kopita, and other authentic Mediterranean delights 
prepared by the community of the Greek Orthodox 
Church of the Assumption. Pair your eats with a cold 
Mythos beer or Greek wine, and enjoy a marketplace, 

Charles Smith’s Third Annual 
Jet City Rosé Experience

Sat June 1 at Charles Smith Wines Jet City

SUZI PRATT



MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-6PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-5PM
PROUDLY SERVING LOCAL PASTRIES,  

ORGANIC LOOSE LEAF TEAS, AND OUR VERY OWN 
AIR-ROASTED, ORGANIC, FAIR TRADE COFFEE, USING 
BEANS FROM CAFÉ FEMENINO, AN ORGANIZATION 
HELPING EMPOWER WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD. 

*GLUTEN FREE AND VEGAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE!*

*CHECK OUT OUR NEW GREEN DEAL!

•MUG MONDAYS AND WEEKDAY HAPPY HOUR 
(NOON-3PM)- 25 CENTS OFF BEVERAGES USING IN 

HOUSE MUGS OR TRAVEL MUGS
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dancing, music, and special performances. Cap it 
all off with pastries like baklava with hot coffee or a 
Greek-style iced frappe. (Greek Orthodox Church of 
the Assumption, free.) JULIANNE BELL

SAT JUNE 1

Charles Smith’s Third Annual Jet 
City Rosé Experience
Taste varieties of pretty-in-pink wine from 25 differ-
ent wineries, including Charles Smith’s CasaSmith 
ViNO Rosé, K Vintners Rosé, and Charles & Charles 
Rosé, dance and thrash to tunes from vet psychobil-
ly trio Reverend Horton Heat, soulful experimental 
performance artist/rocker Har Mar Superstar, and 
KEXP DJ Kid Hops, and enjoy noshes from fi ve food 
trucks. (Charles Smith Wines Jet City, 1–6 pm, $45.) 
JULIANNE BELL

SUN JUNE 2

Author Talk: ‘Pok Pok Noodles’ 
by Andy Ricker
Portland- and Brooklyn-based chef (and Insta-
gram cat whisperer) Andy Ricker—whose Thai 

restaurant Pok Pok was 
named the eighth most 
important American 
restaurant by Bon 
Appétit in 2013 and 
whose empire has since 
expanded to include 
drinking vinegars and 
charcoal logs—has 
earned a devoted fan 
following for his insight-

ful voice. In his newest book, Pok Pok Noodles, he 
shares recipes for comforting, slurpable dishes 
like fried noodles, noodle soups, and khanom chin 
alongside beautiful photography from his travels. 
(Book Larder, 10 am, $5/$35.) JULIANNE BELL

BALLARD
Baker’s
Cocktail and natural 
wine bar
6408 32nd Ave NW 

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND
Proper Fish
British fare, with classic 
fish and chips
112 Madison Ave N 

CENTRAL DISTRICT
Lowrider Baking 
Company
Cookie bakery
2407 E Union St, Suite C

DOWNTOWN
Conversation
New restaurant in the 
Thompson Hotel
110 Stewart St

FEDERAL WAY
Katsu Burger
Tonkatsu-style burger joint
1706 S 320th St 

FREMONT
Hannyatou
Sake bar from chef/owner 
of Kamonegi
1060 N 39th St 

GREENWOOD
Draft Punk
Beer bottle shop
7702 Greenwood Ave  N 

PINEHURST
Zylberschtein’s 
Delicatessen and 
Bakery
Jewish deli with
 baked goods
11752 15th Ave NE

TACOMA
Crisp Greens
Healthy fast-casual cafe
4312 Sixth Ave 

WEST SEATTLE
Agave Cocina 
and Tequila
Contemporary Mexican 
restaurant
4725 42nd Ave SW

New Bars & 
Restaurants

Cubes Baking Turns 2 
& Tres Lechería Launch 
Party
Cubes Baking Co., Sat 
May 25, 11 am–3 pm

Empanadance Day with 
Rocky’s Empanadas
Postdoc Brewing, Fri 
May 24, 5–8 pm

Jean Josselin at the 
Whale Wins
The Whale Wins, Wed 
May 29, 6–8 pm

National Doughnut 
Day Pop-Up
South Lake Union 
Saturday Market, Sat 
June 1, 11 am–4 pm, 
free

Summer Solstice 
Beer Festival
Magnuson Park Hangar 
30, May 31–June 1, 
$5–$35

Three Sacks Full 
Restaurant Pop-Up
Porkchop & Co., Thurs 
May 23, 5:30–8:30 pm

Short 
List

Early Warnings
CAFE CAMPAGNE’S 15TH ANNUAL DRINK PINK! Cafe Campagne, Thurs June 6, 4:30–10:30 pm, free

14TH ANNUAL WASHINGTON BREWERS FESTIVAL Marymoor Park, June 14–16, $5–$75

BALLARD SEAFOODFEST Ballard, July 12–14, free

BURNING BEAST Smoke Farm, Sun July 14, 2 pm, $129

Bite of Greece
May 31–June 2 at Greek Orthodox 

Church of the Assumption

JAMES BRATSANOS

 Before, During & after
the Mariners games!

ONE BLOCK NORTH OF T-MOBILE PARK
553 1ST AVE S • 206-628-0474

www.trianglepub.com

$2 Rainiers & 
$6.50 Man Cans 
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FRESH 
FRESH
COPPER RIVER 

SALMON

we ship
seafood overnight

anywhere in the usa
or we pack for 

air travel

Fresh Fresh  
ALAsKAN hALIBUTwe ship

seafood overnight
anywhere in the usa

or we pack for 
air travel

Fresh Fresh  
ALAsKAN hALIBUT

we ship
seafood overnight

anywhere in the usa
or we pack for 

air travel

Fresh Fresh  
ALAsKAN hALIBUTFinest Seafood

Quality Poultry
Ranch Eggs
Select Wines

 

Se
attle

’s Best Fish & Chips

 Pacific Inn Pub
Fine Ales 

and Spirits
Near the Center of the Universe  

at the corner of 35th and Stone Way N.
206-547-2967

http://www.trianglepub.com
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It’s a Lot BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY

Everyone’s funny without their clothes on.

ACROSS

1. Battle between filling stations

7. Cuckoo bananas

13. Bind legally

14. Chrome, e.g.

15. Talking Heads’ “___ Killer”

16. Leaves in a pot

17. Lawns where animated char-
acters hang out?

19. Common female Russian 
name

22. The Swamp machinery: Abbr.

23. Lie

24. Read Across America org

25. Coral ___

27. Acted as tour guide

28. NBA star Anthony’s a coward?

34. Laundromat array

35. Word said when the lights 
come on

38. Stuff El Chapo doesn’t want 
public?

42. Soothing sound

44. Mlle.: French :: ___ : Spanish

45. Wrestler Shamrock

46. First Nation people

48. Weapon in a silo

50. Capital with suburbs Bygdøy 
and Grünerløkka

51. “I Like It” rapper who also 
makes barrels?

55. Psychological paradigm of 
perfection

56. Demands, as respect or 
payment

60. Shakespearean verses

61. ’80s throwback jeans

62. Likely guests at golfer Sam’s 
wedding

63. Heart inserts

DOWN

1. Grp. making right choices?

2. Crunch target

3. Crafty

4. Samhain religion

5. Turkish officer

6. Co. makeover

7. Decreasing instrument?

8. Getting into others’ business

9. Symbol of hard work

10. Van Morrison album regularly 
included in all-time best lists

11. Bother

12. Took out of context?

14. Baby’s sock

16. Sweetums

18. Riding mower brand

19. Like music you might rip

20. Jet name

21. Van Halen singer after 
Sammy Hagar

26. Leave quickly

29. “___ culpa” 

30. Mess up

31. WWII crafts

32. LA Kings president Robitaille

33. “Catch-22” character that 
practices crashes

36. Old tape comp comvpany

37. “It should come ___ surprise”

39. Shrubs that share their name 
with women

40. Rank above maj.

41. One-named conservative 
street artist

42. What a skeleton key provides

43. Whence Henry VIII’s first wife 
Catherine

47. Patsy’s “Ab Fab” pal

49. Some video files

50. Speak on the dais

52. Tagged

53. Vegas actions

54. Way out?

57. Recycling bin item

58. Rock blaster, for short

59. “We’re in trouble, here,” briefly

JOHNNY SAMPSON

ILLUSTRATIONS BY RACHELLE ABELLAR

Find the solution at 
thestranger.com/puzzlesolution.

Help Julie find 
this secret beach 
before everyone 
else does!A C T I V I T Y



THE STRANGER     MAY 22, 2019    61



BURIEN 14325 1st Ave South
Burien, WA 98168   206-242-6000  

admin@thejointllc.com

SEATTLE 4336 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98105   206-283-3333  

admin@thejointllc.com

Warning - this product contains marijuana. When eaten or swallowed the intoxicating effects of this drug may be delayed by two or more hours. Should not be used by women that are pregnant or breast feeding. 
For use by adults twenty-one and over. Keep out of reach of children. Products containing marijuana can impair judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the infl uence of this drug. This product has 
intoxicating effects and may be habit forming.

U-DISTRICT LOCATION NOW OPEN!

Est 2010

Check Out Our Daily Deals at TheJointllc.com

mailto:admin@thejointllc.com
mailto:admin@thejointllc.com



