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Warning: This product has intoxicating effects and may 
be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle 
or machinery under the infl uence of this drug. There 
may be health risks assadults twenty-one and older. 
Keep out of the reach of children."

Available at 
both locations!
Always $2 edibles & Pre-Rolls

$6 5-pack gram Pre-Rolls

$10 gram concentrates 

$20/3.5g flower

 $45 Refine Loud Refine 

Capitol Hill special only 
$20 gram distillate cartridges 

Ballard special only 
$18/7g flower

Ballard
417 NW 65th St 

98117 
206-402-5697 
8am-11:15pm

Capitol hill
1463 E. Republican ST 

98112 
206-257-4805
8am-11:45pm
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There’s a primary election on August 
6 that is going to determine the future of 
city hall, the county council, and the Port of 
Seattle. Register to vote at olvr.votewa.gov
right now; online registrations (or regis-
tration updates) must be received by King 
County by July 29. Ballots are being mailed 
to you on July 17. The Stranger has gone to 
all the trouble of sitting through boring-
ass  meetings with everyone running, and 
we give you our no-bullshit take on who to 
vote for and why on page 11.

Forget NIMBYs. Seattle’s homeless popu-
lation could have a bigger voice than ever 
in this election because, for the fi rst time, 
people will be allowed to register to vote on 

Election Day. If you have been putting o�  
registering to vote because you don’t know 
what address to use, simply show up 
on Election Day at the King County Elec-
tions O�  ce in Renton, the King County 
Elections Annex in downtown 
Seattle, Kenmore City Hall, 
Bellevue Regional Library, or 
Federal Way 320th Library. 
Registrants will need to know 
either the number of their 
Washington driver’s license or 
state ID or the last four digits of 
their Social Security number.

Tech millionaires with Mc-
Mansions be damned: On July 1,
the Seattle City Council voted to create new 
limits on how large homes can be in rela-
tion to their lot size, at the same time mak-
ing it easier to build backyard cottages 
and mother-in-law apartments. The law 
is expected to bring more than 4,000 new 
units to Seattle’s single-family zones in the 
next 10 years.

King County Council member Jeanne 
Kohl-Welles vowed on July 2 to return a 

$500 Microsoft check after it appeared to 
violate her campaign promise to not take 
corporate PAC money. Three days later, she 
discovered the check was not from Micro-
soft’s PAC, but rather directly from the cor-

poration, so she backtracked 
and is now keeping the mon-
ey. What’s the di� erence 
between a check from a tril-
lion-dollar company versus a 
check from that trillion-dollar
company’s PAC? We don’t 
know. Kohl-Welles said she 
wasn’t exactly sure—but said 
she’s still keeping the money.

Two Seattle police o�  -
cers fi red at a woman in the Chinatown-
International District on the evening of 
July 3 after she was allegedly standing on 
a sidewalk with a handgun. The woman 
reportedly threw the gun to the ground as 
the two o�  cers fi red fi ve shots at her, hit-
ting her at least one time and sending her to 
the hospital in critical condition. The wom-
an was released from the hospital two days 
later and booked into jail on gun charges, 
according to the Seattle Times.

Wig Out! continues to distinguish itself 
as one of Seattle’s most exciting events. 
Happening every fi rst Saturday at Screw-
driver Bar, the 1960s R&B and soul dance 
party features four DJs with decades of 
deck experience (decksperience?) and 
the hottest, most obscure 45s you’ve ever 
heard in public. It’s the rare night where 
the DJs sweat as much as the patrons and 
where 50-plus-year-old songs kick more 
ass than those released last week.

At a recent open-mic comedy night at Jai 
Thai, a young white male comic told a 
joke about having sex with teenage girls—a 
few days after sex o� ender Je� rey Ep-
stein was arrested. Although there was 
a degree of self-deprecation to the bit, it 
struck us as one of the most egregious ex-
amples of misreading the room—and the 
zeitgeist—in recent memory. ■

In the July 3 issue of The Stranger, we published 
the results of our 2019 sex survey, which 
included asking readers to rank the Democratic 
candidates’ fuckablity. The reaction from readers 
ran the gamut from “Where’s Tulsi?” to “Where is 
Tulsi Gabbard?” to “What? Tulsi not even part of 
the sex survey—I see discrimination.” One reader 
wrote in the comments: “The candidate fuckabil-
ity poll needs to be thrown out for a fundamental 
fl aw. Whatever you think of her policies or 
positions, the fact that Tulsi Gabbard wasn’t 
even available as an option to pick is utterly 
ridiculous.” One reader wrote on Twitter: “This 
is fl awed. Did NO ONE see Tulsi in the debates? 
She may not be the preferred candidate of the 
majority, but daaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaang she is 
smokin’ hot, especially with the gray streaks in 
her hair.” Editors at The Stranger did watch the 
debates (which aired after our poll was con-
ducted), and we were instantly crippled by the 
awareness that Tulsi Gabbard should have been 
included in the survey. We’d always just thought 
of her as that Hawaiian who hates gay people. 
Our bad! We stand corrected, we apologize for 
the oversight, and we regret the error.

I needed to take a personal call, so I slid into the 
stairwell. This sort of behavior is discouraged 
by The Company, but the matter was important 
and personal. The call lasted about eight or nine 
minutes, and toward the end, through the gap in 
the stairs, I noticed your shoes. You were stand-
ing there, head down, carefully listening to my 
phone call, taking mental notes I’m sure. My half 
of the conversation revealed very confi dential 
information that you could use to make a mock-
ery of me in the offi ce. You could argue that I 
have no right to privacy in the stairwell, sure, but 
that’s not the point. The fact that you could so 
shamelessly eavesdrop like that made me lose 
even more faith in people at time when I thought 
it wasn’t possible to lose any more. Thanks so 
much for that. ANONYMOUS

SOMETHING TO GET OFF YOUR CHEST? 
E-mail 200 words or less to 

ianonymous@thestranger.com 

I, ANONYMOUSEDITOR’S NOTE

STEVEN WEISSMAN

JOHNNY SAMPSON

Jeanne Kohl-Welles.

We sat through 
boring-ass meetings 
so you don’t have to.

STEVEN WEISSMAN

We Do Not Endorse
Broken windows policing

Mecca Cafe
Lion King remake

Shailene Woodley’s acting
Rainier Beer

We Also Endorse
Carbonated water
Space Needle’s remodel
Platform Tevas
Shailene Woodley’s bangs
Seapine IPA

L
ike you, I’m a concerned 
citizen who knows it’s 
up to us to do something 
about the dangerous oc-

cupant of the Oval O�  ce. Unlike 
you, I can also fi t in a dryer. Right 
before I record my commercials 
about the pressing need to im-
peach the 45th president, my 
wife tosses me into our Maytag 
for a quick revolution or two. 
Not to worry—it’s got Wrinkle 
Control and Advanced Moisture 
Sensing. I’ve got to say, it perks 
me right up. I know what you’re thinking: “240 volts of electricity? What about 
your wedding band? Won’t that spark a fi re?” Here’s the thing you probably 
don’t know, and I’m happy to bring this information to your attention: Dryers 
aren’t like microwaves. Metal is fi ne. Think about those rivets on your Levi’s. 
Besides, I get mostly nude before I climb in, removing even my wedding band. 
The one time I forgot to take it o� , the ring heated up and burned my fi nger. 
The downside was my wife’s endless jokes about how the scar meant I was 
married to the dryer. But don’t worry about me. As the future president of the 
United States, I can take a little heat.

I’m Tom Steyer and
I Fit in a Dryer

KING COUNTY

mailto:ianonymous@thestranger.com
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No matter what you 
mean when you say that 

you’re feeling hot, we 
think you should hang 

out on our patio. 
We have cold drinks, great food, and patio seating with misters.  

Come early to take advantage of our happy hour specials in the afternoon, 
hang out during our trivia Wednesdays and Throwback Thursdays, or mingle 
while we throw Seattle’s best dance party every Friday and Saturday night.  

The weather is hot, and so are you’ we should hang out. 

456 N 36th St, Fremont | ballroomfremont.com | ig: @ballroomfremont

No matter what you mean
when you say that you’re
feeling hot, we think you

should hang out 
on our patio.

We have cold drinks, great food, and patio seating with misters. 
Come early to take advantage of our happy hour specials in the 

afternoon, hang out during our trivia Wednesdays and 
Throwback Thursdays, or mingle while we throw  

Seattle’s best dance party every Friday and Saturday night.
The weather is hot, and so are you; we should hang out. 

456 N 36th St., Fremont | ballroomfremont.com | ig: @ballroomfremont

http://ballroomfremont.com/
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Join us on our patio in SODO for 
New York style pizza, pasta, 

calzones and more, 
including Nine Hats wines from 

our tasting room next door.

ninepiespizza.com · 3861 1st Ave S, Seattle, WA 98134 · 206-582-0777 · open 11am - 9pm daily

massage • acupuncture • outdoor spa pool and sauna
 sundeck • indoor chill spaces • yoga • sacred music 

Find your bliss....

Open 10am -10pm, every day
1100 NW 50th St., in Ballard

206.789.6288 
sacredrainhealing.com

clothing-optional, 
all-gender 

indoor / outdoor
hydrotherapy spa

OPEN: Mon-Fri 2pm-2am &  
Sat-Sun 10am-2am

HAPPY HOUR: 3-7pm 
BRUNCH: Sat & Sun 10am-2pm

Karaoke 5 nights a week

Free Bingo Tue: 6:30-8:30

Trivia Mon: 8-10

7034 15th Ave. NW  •  Ballard, WA  
(206) 784-5701

thewaterwheellounge.com

CRAFT BREWS, HANDMADE PIES, 
& THE BIGGEST VIEW PATIO ON ALKI BEACH.

2536 Alki Ave SW 98116 · 206 420 4523

http://ninepiespizza.com/
http://sacredrainhealing.com/
http://thewaterwheellounge.com/
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Open weekdays at 4p, Weekends at 12 noon • Kitchen open til 11pm Mon-Sat
206.324.5882  •  2409 10th Ave E • www.roanokeseattle.comD
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DECK IS OPEN!  

FREE 
PING PONG 

First Come, First Served
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FROM OUR VINEYARDS.
TO YOUR GLASS ON THE PATIO.

WED-FRI: 2PM - 8PM
SAT: 1PM - 9PM SUN: 1PM - 7PM
6255 AIRPORT WAY S, SEATTLE, WA
MERCERWINE.COM 206.717.7387

*Located next to Lowercase Brewery

http://www.roanokeseattle.com/
http://mercerwine.com/
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I
t’s almost time to vote our kid-caging, 
planet-destroying, pussy-grabbing 
“president” out of office. And by almost, 
we mean you have a bit more than a 
year to go. (You! Can! Make! It!) BUT, 

right now, right where you live and work 
and fuck and vape, there are some life-and-
death, local-history-altering votes to be cast. 
So for now, focus on what’s directly in front 
of you, people. Grab a black pen, walk out 
to your mailbox, and find your ballot. This 
couldn’t be easier.

Right here, locally, is everything you say 
you’re always mad about: disgusting levels 
of inequality, humans dying in the streets 
for lack of shelter, ICE flights, unprotected 
green spaces, and Big Business doling out 
Big Money in order to get its way.

That last one—Big Business tossing its 
cash around—is key to understanding this 

year’s epic battle for the soul of the Seattle 
City Council. The council is in trouble with 
Amazon and other major Seattle corpora-
tions for daring to try to tax Big Business 

last year to (gasp!) fund local homelessness 
services. Amazon and friends are now out 
for revenge, opening their political cash 
spigots in an attempt to manipulate public 
opinion ahead of the August 6 primary elec-

tion so that a bunch of business-boot-lick-
ing candidates will be installed in the seven 
council seats currently up for grabs.

Will the Stranger Election Control Board 
sit on our pot suppositories and watch as 
Jeff Bezos and our other corporate overlords 
flood Seattle’s local elections with Citizens 
United–approved cash that warps our de-
mocracy and tilts the playing field in favor 
of the Tesla-driving titans? Fuck no! (Except 
in one very special city council race where, 
to our shock and confusion, we find our-
selves on the same side as the cash-spewing 
overlords. Weird!)

In addition to guiding you toward a 
less-corporate council, we have some ur-
gent things to tell you about votes you need 
to make to fund local libraries and parks 
(literacy and fresh air! Two things our pres-
ident really hates). Plus, there’s the civil- 

rights legend on the King County Coun-
cil who this year has a challenger we like 
even better, the never-ending stream of 
masochists who want to be on the Seattle 
School Board, and the wannabe ballers who 
aspire to sit on the port commission.

So put down the edible—and the edible 
underwear, and the new ASMR video that 
makes your nipples hard—for a hot civic 
minute. This won’t take longer than your 
last edging session. Did you find your bal-
lot yet? (We already told you: It’s in your 
mailbox.) Then vote how we tell you and no 
one gets hurt.

Last step: Mail in your ballot by August 6. 
(Or stuff it in your nearest ballot drop box.)

After that’s all done, please return to your 
edibles, hit play on that ASMR video, and 
resume edging your way through the Iowa 
caucus and beyond. Soon enough, we’ll all 

The Stranger’s endorsements for the August 6, 2019, primary election.
BY STRANGER ELECTION CONTROL BOARD

VOTE!
JAMES YAMASAKI

Amazon and other 
businesses are 

flooding the field with 
cash, trying to buy the 

city council.
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get to vote against the orange asshole who 
can’t go a single day without telling 20 fuck-
ing lies, and whose name will not—at least, 
not right now—sully the SECB’s plump, 
Glossier-coated lips.

The SECB is Lester Black, Chase Burns, 
Christopher Frizzelle, Nathalie Graham, 
Katie Herzog, Jasmyne Keimig, Laurie Saito, 
Eli Sanders, Rich Smith, and Ari Ho� man’s 
neighbor. The Stranger does not endorse in 
uncontested races or in races we forgot.

COUNTY

KING COUNTY PROPOSITION NO. 1
PARKS, RECREATION, TRAILS, AND 

OPEN SPACE LEVY

APPROVED
Before we get into all the drama of who 
needs to be voted out, who needs to be voted 
in, and who’s promising to suck Amazon’s 
dick best while a brand-new Amazon de-
livery drone films from above and Alexa 
records audio, let’s all take one deep breath 
together. Good. Now exhale and imagine 
you’re in a pristine section of King County 
that hasn’t yet been paved over for a freeway, 
or had a blanket of sprawl dropped on it, or 
seen one of Bezos’s “fulfi llment centers” pop 
up. This beautiful place is a King County 
park. It’s supported by county property tax-
es, paid every year by fortunate people in 
this county who actually own homes. Seems 
like a pretty good deal. Now imagine never 
being able to take another calming breath 
in this park again.

That’s pretty much what could happen if 
you fail to vote for King County Proposition 
1, which renews a property tax levy that’s 
responsible for 80 percent of King County’s 
park-related budget.

But it doesn’t have to be this way! By vot-
ing to renew (and, yes, modestly expand) the 
county parks levy, you’ll be preserving the 
spaces that help preserve our collective san-
ity while also funding more county trails, 
better trailhead parking, refurbished play 
areas, more ballfi elds, nicer pools, and more 
opportunities for kiddos to get into Seattle’s 
zoo and aquarium for free. Vote approved.

METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY, 
COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 2

GIRMAY ZAHILAY
Now back to the 
dirty business of 
politics. In this ep-
isode: a political 
newcomer trying 
to dethrone a not-
yet-retired lion of 
the local left.

The newcomer, 
Girmay Zahilay, is a lawyer with an impres-
sive pedigree (Stanford undergrad, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania law, and Franklin High 
School, baby!) who was raised in public 
housing in the South End. With all that fan-
cy schooling, he started a nonprofi t called 
Rising Leaders, which o� ers mentorship 
programs for middle-school kids.

He’s taking on incumbent King County 
Council member Larry Gossett, a living 
civil-rights legend. Gossett is the reason we 

now see the face of Martin Luther King Jr. 
on the o�  cial county seal. He’s good.

But Gossett hasn’t faced a serious chal-
lenger since he fi rst won his seat in 1993, 
and it’s been starting to show. For a mu-
nicipal relations position at the county, 
he recently voted for a white guy over a 
qualified woman of color who was recom-
mended by the employment committee. He 
also voted for the King County Council to 
take over local arts funding organization 
4Culture, opening up a previously inde-
pendent public authority to political cro-
nyism. And he doesn’t seem to be up on the 
latest policies for dealing with kids who 
commit violent crimes.

Zahilay, on the other hand, is dedicated 
to meeting the county’s stated goal of zero 
youth detention—and he’s got some good 
ideas for making that happen, including ex-
perimenting with close-to-home facilities 
for children who commit violent crimes. 
He also promises to fi ght, populist-style, 
for a county bank and a public investment 
vehicle, both of which would bring in more 
money for housing. Plus, he scored an en-
dorsement from Insecure star Issa Rae! 
(They went to Stanford together.) Gossett 
has earned our admiration and gratitude—
and you know admiration and gratitude are 
two things the pouty, potty-mouthed SECB 
rarely dish out. But District 2 needs some 
new energy in this seat. 

Vote Zahilay.

METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY, 
COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 8

JOE MCDERMOTT
We’ve got two seri-
ous doofuses run-
ning against in-
cumbent and fi rst 
openly gay King 
County Council 
member Joe Mc-
Dermott. These 
two doofuses are 

perennial candidate Goodspaceguy and 
some Speak Out Seattle member named 
Michael Robert Neher, who, according to 
his Facebook page, decided to run after at-
tending “a social event organized by a group 
of concerned Seattle voters.”

Shocker: Neher is against safe injection 
sites, against LEAD (a nationally renowned 
diversion and harm reduction program), 
and pro Saul Spady’s “farm jail” idea for 
homeless people “who commit crimes,” 
an idea the SECB will not dignify with an 
explanation. (And if you’re looking for us 
to explain who Saul Spady is… just type his 
name and “Dick” into Google and let the 
algorithm take care of the rest.) We don’t 
know what it is about this year that is mak-
ing so many of these quivering law-and-or-
der types run for o�  ce, but, fuck, they’re 
really coming out of the woodwork.

Anyway, McDermott is good. He cospon-
sored and passed the secure gun storage or-
dinance, increased protections for immi-
grants, scored more money for a� ordable 
housing, and fought (but ultimately failed, 
thanks in part to fellow council member 
Larry Gossett) to keep 4Culture indepen-
dent and free from crony politics. He’s been 
a strong and e� ective leader on the council. 
Give him four more years. Vote McDermott.
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PORT OF SEATTLE

COMMISSIONER POSITION NO. 2

SAM CHO
Your ballot is going 
to ask you to vote 
someone onto the 
port commission, 
so you should prob-
ably know what a 
port commissioner 
does. Hint: They 
commission the 

Port of Seattle, an especially powerful enti-
ty (that includes the airport) with a $670 
million budget largely drawn from local 
property taxes.

There’s no incumbent in the Position 2 
race, and it’s dense with wannabe Fred Fel-
lemans (see Position 5), but we think that 
out of this pack, Sam Cho is most up to snu� .

Cho was previously a special assistant 
in the Obama administration. And he was 
a staffer for state senator Bob Hasegawa 
(D-Beacon Hill). Currently, he’s president 
and owner of a business called Seven Seas 
Exports (at his endorsement interview, he 
brought the SECB eggs; they made for great 
omelets). Cho promised us he’ll sell the busi-
ness if he’s elected, and the obvious benefi t 
of Cho being in the import/export biz is that 
he knows the ins and outs of something we’re 
told the port is “really big” in.

Speaking of things the port does, Cho has 
some big ideas. We’re not sure how attainable 
some of them are, like the one where he wants 
the port to invent hydrogen planes. But we’re 
into his love for moving cargo fl ights away 
from Sea-Tac International Airport to Grant 
County International Airport to cut down on 
congestion. Cho was also the only person to 
propose legalizing sex work as a solution for 
combating human tra�  cking—yes, legalize 
and regulate it. He acknowledges the port 
doesn’t get to write sex-tra�  cking laws. Still, 
we like where his head is at. Vote Cho.

COMMISSIONER POSITION NO. 5

FRED FELLEMAN
Fred Felleman is the 
only choice for this 
job. A former fi sh-
eries biologist with 
a passion for the 
environment, Felle-
man needs another 
four years to keep 
jawboning the port 

into being a better steward of its giant cargo-
ship parking lot (aka Puget Sound).

With his wind-tousled gray hair, twinkly 
eyes, and infectious excitement for all things 
Port of Seattle, Felleman is also the only 
person who could ever get the SECB to listen 
to triumphant stories about how he made 
sure the light-rail stop at Sea-Tac was en-
closed (yay!), how he started a system of 
ferrying people to the airport via golf carts 
to make it more accessible (okay…), how 
he’s at the forefront of fi ghting cruise-ship 
scrubber discharge (what? But go, Fred!), 
how he wants to cut down on idling planes’ 
emissions (do it!), and how he has a vision for 
improving the Seaport Alliance with Tacoma 
(end of interest, but keep on twinkling!).

Felleman’s competition is Garth Jacob-
son, an attorney who we’re pretty sure just 
got into the race to (A) brag about his fre-
quent fl ier status and (B) complain about 
TSA lines, and Jordan Lemmon, a theater 
supervisor and technician who’s running 
just to be in an election. His words.

At a time when our airport is expanding, 
air travel congestion has never been high-
er, and new cruise terminals are coming 
on Elliott Bay, we need Felleman and his 
compelling, twinkling, go green approach. 
Vote Felleman.

CITY OF SEATTLE

COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 1

LISA HERBOLD
We have now ar-
rived at the battle 
for the soul of the 
Seattle City Coun-
cil! And what better 
place to start than 
incumbent council 
member Lisa Her-
bold, who last year 

voted for the homelessness-services-fund-
ing “head tax” that made Amazon so furious 
that the company halted construction of a 
downtown o�  ce building in protest. Such a 
big-ass, fl oor-pounding fuss was kicked up 
over this “head tax” that the council—in-
cluding Herbold—soon voted to repeal it. 

But Amazon is not done fl exing, and a polit-
ical action committee the corporation is 
bankrolling is now going after Herbold.

Good thing Phil Tavel, one of the folks 
getting help from Amazon, is pretty much a 
walking reason to vote for Herbold. Just lis-
ten to what Tavel told the SECB: “Lisa cares 
more about the renters’ rights”—sold!—“and 
not necessarily someone who owns a home, 
or is a landlord, or owns a business.”

Herbold does care about homeowners and 
small-business owners, by the way, and there 
are plenty of them in West Seattle, where 
Herbold is quite popular. Among other rea-
sons, people in District 1 like Herbold be-
cause she’s spent her fi rst term on the council 
as a dependable vote on progressive issues, 
fi ghting for secure scheduling laws and more 
renter protections, and trying to fi nd ways 
to make Seattle’s tax system more equitable.

In being a strong voice for her district, 
Herbold has at times come dangerously 
close to sounding like a NIMBY. For exam-
ple, she wants to spend hundreds of millions 
of dollars on an expensive light-rail tunnel 
in West Seattle just because some wealthy 
West Seattleites don’t want to see an elevated 
light-rail track. She also voted against allow-
ing reduced parking requirements. But Her-
bold has community-fi rst defenses for these 
stances and her opponents are far, far worse.

Tavel, a public defender and former video-
game developer, lost when he ran against 

Herbold in 2015. (He also lost in 2014, 
when he ran for district court judge under 
the slogan “Give the gavel to Tavel.”) This 
time around, Tavel is pledging to fi ght like 
hell for parking spaces. He also helped sue 
the city to try to stop up-zoning. Herbold’s 
other opponent, Brendan Kolding, is a cop 
who wants the city to be tougher on clearing 
encampments, hates up-zones, and makes 
campaign statements that sound like prom-
ises to fi ght police accountability. Yikes. 

Vote Herbold.

COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 2

TAMMY MORALES
This South Seattle 
district is currently 
re p re se nte d  b y 
Council President 
Bruce Harrell. But 
Harrell is retiring, 
and longtime com-
munity advocate 
Tammy Morales, 

who came within a few hundred votes of 
pushing Harrell into retirement back in 
2015—just like the SECB wanted her to!—is 
still the right person to take Harrell’s job.

Morales grew up with a mom holding 
down three jobs, sometimes living in public 
housing. She wants to “serve working fami-
lies so they don’t have to struggle the way my 
family did.” She has a master’s degree in com-
munity planning and experience working on 

tough issues in Texas, New York, and Seat-
tle. Most importantly, she’s ready to tax Big 
Business and fi ght for more progressive tax-
ation in general. “We can’t keep growing this 
city on the backs of working folks,” Morales 
says—to which the SECB says, RIGHT ON.

She has sophisticated views on how to 
achieve both greater density and less dis-
placement, which is the trick that needs to 
be pulled o�  in the fast-gentrifying South 
End. And to the people who are always 
calling for more police in her diverse but 
under-resourced district, Morales says: “If 
we’re going to hire more o�  cers—and I don’t 
think we need to be hiring more o�  cers—
then in the South End, at least, they need 
to be unarmed community service o�  cers 
who are there for confl ict management and 
resolution, and relationship building.”

Morales is endorsed by Congresswom-
an Pramila Jayapal, she’s for housing rent 
control and commercial rent control, and 
her bottom line is this: “We need to stop pri-
oritizing the voices of corporate power bro-
kers in this city and shift economic control 
back to our communities.” YES, YAAASSS, 
AND YES AGAIN. Her most interesting 
opponents—city employee Christopher 
Peguero and Black Girls Do Bike member 
Phyllis Porter—were each a real pleasure to 
chat with, but they lack the kind of deeply 
researched, comprehensive vision this dis-
trict needs. Vote Morales.

COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 3

KSHAMA SAWANT
After watching 
Council Member 
Kshama Sawant 
loudly tell the 
SECB a thing or 
two, one SECB 
member, quoting 
Lizzo—and mean-
ing this as a high 

compliment—described Sawant as “100 per-
cent that bitch.”

For sure, Sawant’s brash, uncompromis-
ing, movement-style politicking offends 
those with delicate sensibilities. But she’s 
not worried about the comfortable and del-
icate, and those “movements” she’s always 
uplifting have helped win us a $15 minimum 
wage, progressive renter protections, $29 
million for affordable housing, and more. 
Give her another term, and we might win 
more rent and relocation assistance, as well 
as signifi cant investments in public housing.

The big businesses in the big glass build-
ings all around us are going to do everything 
in their power to unseat Sawant, in part 
because they fundamentally don’t want to 
pay their fair share. And there’s no doubt—
not even in the SECB’s cynical, pot-addled 
brain—that Sawant will do everything in her 
power to make sure they do pay their share.

Sawant’s opponents call her “divisive” and 
“ine� ective.” But if being “divisive” and “in-
e� ective” means voting for all the up-zones, 
casting one of only two votes NOT to repeal 
the “head tax” on big businesses, and being 
the sole vote against a bad police contract, 
then we could use a little bit more of that 
kind of “divisiveness” on the council.

Sawant challenger Egan Orion is chamber 
of commerce bait who cannot wait to pros-
trate himself before Daddy Amazon “the big-
gest innovators” in the city. Zachary DeWolf 
is an elected o�  cial, but he hasn’t done much 
with his post on the Seattle School Board. 
King County public defender Ami Nguyen 
moved here two years ago, and she sounds 
like it when she talks about the issues. Lo-
gan Bowers is a small-business owner and 
urbanist who does a good job explaining 
wonky things to people, but up-zoning isn’t 
the answer to everything.

Sawant’s pressure continues to make legis-
lation and budgets more progressive. If she’s 
not in there calling out the bullshit and be-
ing “100 percent that bitch,” then Seattle will 
just regress to patting itself on the back for 
hating Donald Trump while people continue 
to die in the streets. Fuck that. Vote Sawant.

COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 4

SHAUN SCOTT
Northeast Seattle’s 
District 4 is poised 
to become one of 
the most exciting 
and diverse dis-
tricts in the city. 
With two light-rail 
stations opening up 
in the next two 

years, a University of Washington master 
plan that’s set to reshape the University Dis-
trict as we know it (hello, Innovation Dis-
trict), and one controversial street—35th 

“We need to stop prioritizing the voices of 
corporate power brokers in this city and shift 
economic control back to our communities,” 

Morales says.
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Avenue Northeast—that’s at the center of a 
brawl over bike lanes, District 4 needs a city 
council member who’s adept, progressive, 
and not a fucking snake.

That’s Shaun Scott. The 34-year-old 
knows District 4 inside and out. He was a 
student at UW, where he studied the nitty-
gritty of racist zoning laws, and now he’s a 
Democratic Socialist of America member 
and a force in this election. Scott is maxing 
out on Democracy Voucher donations be-
cause so many Seattle residents recognize 

his vision: a more inclusive city, a promise 
of transparency, and a Green New Deal for 
Seattle that puts climate ahead of everything 
else (because IF YOU DIDN’T KNOW, we 
are all doomed).

If the lawn signs in Wedgwood and oth-
er wealthy, white parts of this district are 
anything to go by, Scott has his work cut 
out for him. Those signs are generally for 
Alex Pedersen, the Seattle Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce and Amazon favor-
ite who’s sweeping little old ladies o�  their 
feet and winning the single-family vote with 
a promise of accountability and trust. Hard 
pass on that guy.

And even with a few other compelling 
liberal candidates in this race (hi, Emily 
Myers and Cathy Tuttle), Scott is the clear 
choice. You and all your friends better turn 
the fuck out for him, because YOU KNOW 
the older crowd and their bike-phobia and 
homeless-people-panic are going to stuff 
the ballot boxes with their Pedersen votes. 
Scott especially needs an edge in the prima-
ry, since the crucial student vote will be hard 
to come by in August, when UW is on break. 
Vote Scott.

COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 5

DEBORA JUAREZ
Seattle needs a vi-
brant North End 
that is more than a 
bedroom communi-
ty for downtown and 
a rest stop for Inter-
state 5—and reelect-
ing Council Member 
Debora Juarez is 

North Seattle’s best chance for getting more 
housing, more jobs, and more transit.

As a council member, Juarez voted for 
the Mandatory Housing A� ordability up-
zones, brought a $75 million hockey train-
ing facility to Northgate, and lobbied Sound 
Transit to build a new light-rail station at 
130th Avenue Northeast. She told the SECB 
she supports even more up-zones, includ-
ing allowing duplexes and triplexes in all 
single-family-zoned areas.

Juarez’s strengths on housing make up 
for her other failings. She rarely talks to the 
media and, according to many community 
members, is slow to respond to constitu-

ents. She also has a problem taking respon-
sibility for her fuckups. She can seemingly 
admit wrongdoing and pass the buck in the 
same breath. (Which is a good skill for a pol-
itician! But also pretty annoying.) Juarez 
always seems to fi nd a way to show how 
everyone other than herself is mistaken, or 
as she put it to the SECB in the midst of one 
long-winded, sidestepping response, “Let 
me just fi nish this, and then I’ll tell you how 
you’re wrong.”

When asked about her repeal of the head 
tax last summer, Juarez told the SECB, 
“You’re absolutely right, we fucked it up,” 
while also fi nding a way to blame former 
mayor Ed Murray and King County Exec-
utive Dow Constantine for not putting the 
head tax to the voters. Confusing!

Juarez’s repeal of the head tax is especial-
ly troubling now that the Amazon-backed 
Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Com-
merce PAC has endorsed her this year. But 
Juarez assured the SECB that she wants to 
bring the head tax back (her preference is a 
voter initiative) and make the tech compa-
nies pay more in taxes.

While Juarez is not the SECB’s favorite 
member of the city council, and she’s hard-
ly the best on police reform, and we really 
can’t believe we’re endorsing someone 
who’s also endorsed by the Amazon-funded 
PAC (she’s the one drowning in money in 
the illustration at the top of this article), 
she’s also a lot better than her competition.

Ann Davison Sattler is a Safe Seattle–
aligned NIMBY who describes legalizing 
backyard cottages as opening the “fl ood-
gates to mindless up-zoning development.” 
Yuck. And John Lombard is a well-inten-
tioned activist who is against legalizing den-
sity in single-family-zoned areas and seems 
like someone who would call the cops on his 
neighbors for growing weed. Vote Juarez.

COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 6

DAN STRAUSS
Dan Strauss intro-
duced himself to 
the SECB as “Bal-
lard’s paperboy” 
because, well, he 
actually delivered 
papers around Bal-
lard as a kid. That’s 
how he comes o� : 

a bright, a� able young guy who everyone 
seems to know. Sort of like a younger Mike 
O’Brien without the baggage that appar-
ently comes with being Mike O’Brien. (We’ll 
miss you, buddy.)

But Strauss is no chummy dummy. He’s 
been a professional wonk for a decade, serv-
ing as chief policy adviser to Council Mem-
ber Sally Bagshaw and as a legislative aide to 
state senator David Frockt. He understands 
the severity of the challenges ahead. “Kids 
that I grew up with are living homeless,” he 
said. “We’ve been in a state of emergency, 
and people continue to die in the streets.” 
Of the approximately 172 people running 
for this seat, Strauss is the candidate with 
the depth of knowledge and the community 
connections to address those issues.

Strauss is also impressive on transit, 
which will be especially important as the 
process for expanding light rail to Bal-
lard continues. His good ideas include 

“Let me just fi nish 
this, and then I’ll 

tell you how you’re 
wrong.”—Debora 

Juarez to the SECB.
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supporting an increased network of pro-
tected bike lanes, requiring big employers 
to subsidize ORCA cards for employees, and 
using normal buses on RapidRide routes so 
we can speed up transit now.

Chamber-backed candidate Heidi Wills 
has too many mob ties. (No, we are not over 
“Strippergate”! Google it!) Chamber-backed 
Jay Fathi couldn’t give us a straight answer 
on anything. Melissa Hall was good on the 
issues, but she hasn’t generated enough ex-
citement to be viable in the general election. 
We invited Jon Lisbin to the meeting just to 
make sure he still sucks, and he absolutely 
does. And though Sergio García’s mustache 
is undeniably beautiful, he told us he was 
against I-940, the statewide police account-
ability initiative. Vote Strauss.

COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 7

ANDREW J. LEWIS
We have to be hon-
est. We didn’t really 
love anybody run-
ning for Council 
Member Sally Bag-
shaw’s soon-to-be- 
vacated seat, which 
covers downtown 
and Queen Anne.

Michael George 
said he was “ideologically opposed” to the 
head tax, so we were ideologically opposed to 
him. Jim Pugel, a former cop hated by other 
cops for his reputation as a reformer, seemed 
progressive during our endorsement meet-
ing, but then we read his Chamber of Com-
merce questionnaire and discovered he’s 
talking in circles on taxes. Jason Williams is 
a broken PowerPoint presentation who said 
he wanted to approach big employers “with 
humility” and then work with them to “de-
fi ne the problem [of the housing shortage], 
use design thinking to diverge and converge 
on a series of solutions… and then to ideate 
on those kinds of solutions.” If we weren’t 
so stoned, we would have gotten out of our 
chairs and chased him out of the room.

Andrew J. Lewis is an assistant city at-
torney in Pete Holmes’s o�  ce. He describes 
himself as a “labor Democrat” who descends 
from a long line of union workers, and he’s 
endorsed by SECB fave former city council 
member Nick Licata. (Miss you, buddy.)

He’s also a renter who organized in sup-
port of the Fort Lawton housing project be-
fore it was cool, and, of all the candidates, 
his housing policies seem the most fl eshed 
out. Lewis got our attention when he said 
he wanted to create a “public option for 
housing,” where the city buys up and sets 
low rents for tons of housing units and then 
uses our bonding capacity get more money 
for more units. And though he was against 
the head tax, he said “there could be a sce-
nario” where he would support a head tax, 
which was, unfortunately, the best answer 
out of the whole group. Vote Lewis.

PROPOSITION NO. 1
PROPERTY TAX LEVY RENEWAL FOR 

THE SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

YES
If you don’t vote to approve this measure, 
we will throw books at you—heavy books, 
banned books, smutty books with extra-

sticky pages, and even e-books, with their 
special, pixelated sting. This is a vote to 
reasonably fund Seattle’s libraries, which 
makes it a no-brainer.

But if “no-brainer” describes you now 
that you’ve dragged your ass this far down 
the ballot, don’t worry, we got you. Take an-
other pull—or sip, or dab—and listen closely: 
The Seattle Public Library system, with its 
Central Library and 26 branches in neigh-
borhoods throughout the city, is absolutely 
the best taxpayer-funded thing going in Se-
attle. Try to think of some other free public 
service that o¦ ers nice facilities, accessible 
bathrooms, all the books and movies and 
music you could want, free internet access, 
free meeting rooms, help with school home-
work, connections to housing and addiction 
resources for teens, and early learning and 
literacy programs (including Drag Queen 
Story Hours—suck it, Fox News!).

You can’t think of another service like this 
because it doesn’t exist, and so you will be vot-
ing to renew and expand a local property-tax 
levy that makes up a quarter of the library 
system’s operating budget. “Wait!” you say. 
“Expand the levy? By how much?” By about 
$3 more a month in property taxes if you 
own the average Seattle home, you cheap-
skate. Oh, and guess what? Some of this new 
money will be used to forever do away with 
library late fees! Case closed. Vote yes.

SCHOOL

SEATTLE SCHOOL DISTRICT 1, 
DIRECTOR DISTRICT 1

LIZA RANKIN
Why the fuck would 
anyone want to be on 
the Seattle School 
Board, a job that re-
quires you to listen 
to angry parents 
while getting paid 
less than a part-time 
dog walker? It’s a 
thankless task, truly, 

but with a billion-dollar budget and more 
than 50,000 students to worry about, it’s 
also one that requires a wealth of knowl-
edge about the problems the city’s public 
schools are facing.

For this reason, we’re endorsing Liza 
Rankin, a Seattle Public Schools (SPS) 
parent, education advocate, and school 
volunteer who is deeply involved in the 
public schools. Rankin has stood with 
striking teachers, supports a reduction in 
standardized testing, and is opposed to char-
ter schools, which drain the public school 
system of funding.

She says her priority will be making sure 
every student feels safe and valued at school 
(yes, including Shitty Timmy). This means 
implementing an ethnic studies curriculum, 
relying more on restorative rather than pu-
nitive discipline, getting special-education 
students back into classrooms with their 
peers, improving equity, increasing fund-
ing, and hiring more goddamn school nurses 
than the nine currently serving all 50,000 
SPS students.

Will she be able to get all this done? Prob-
ably not. SPS moves at the pace of a one-
lunged sloth coated in concrete, but she’s 
the best candidate in this race. Vote Rankin.
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SEATTLE SCHOOL DISTRICT 1, 
DIRECTOR DISTRICT 3

CHANDRA HAMPSON
We got two answers 
when we asked 
school board candi-
dates for the single 
biggest issue right 
now: funding and 
equity.  Chandra 
Hampson, a consul-
tant, education ad-

vocate, and current president of the Seattle 
Council PTSA, said the latter. It’s not hard 
to see why: A criminally large opportunity 
gap persists between black and white stu-
dents, and the next school board must be 
serious about addressing it.

Hampson, a Winnebago tribal mem-
ber with a BA from Stanford and an MBA 
from UW, says she will work to make SPS 
an equitable, anti-racist organization with 
space for all students’ cultures, values, and 
language. She wants administrators held 
accountable for failures, has been working 
with SPS to become more transparent, and 
says she’ll work to retain teachers and sta� -
ers of color. Hampson has been endorsed by 
the King County Dems, the 46th District 
Dems, city council member Debora Juarez, 
and school board members Zachary DeWolf 
and Jill Geary. She’s also got some serious 
tough-mother energy—exactly what SPS 
needs to handle all the fl aming shit its fac-

ing (and we aren’t just talking about Timmy). 
Vote Hampson.

SEATTLE SCHOOL DISTRICT 1, 
DIRECTOR DISTRICT 6

LESLIE S. HARRIS
In case you haven’t 
gotten the point al-
ready, it’s really bad 
out there in the Se-
attle Public Schools, 
which is the reason 
we’re endorsing in-
c u m b e n t  b o a r d 
president Leslie S. 
Harris for reelec-

tion. Hang with us for a moment and it will 
all make sense.

Harris was first elected to the school 
board in 2015. While we liked Harris’s cur-
rent challenger, Molly Mitchell, and her hot 
burning fi re for tackling inequity in SPS, Har-
ris won us over in one major respect: experi-
ence. She’s a veteran school board member 
now, with an eye for detail and a take-no-
bullshit-from-anyone-including-Timmy’s-
mother kind of attitude. At a time when SPS 
is facing many multifaceted crises, someone 
with Harris’s experience is required. As she 
said, “I know where the bodies are buried.”

Dig up those bodies, Madame President! 
(Holy shit, it feels good to say Madame Pres-
ident. Hurry up, 2020!) 

Vote Harris. ■

COUNTY

King County Proposition No. 1
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Free Will Astrology
BY ROB BREZSNY

July 17–23
ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): An Aries reader sent me a 
boisterous e-mail. “I was afraid I was getting too bogged down by my duties,” 
he said, “too hypnotized by routine, too serious about my problems. So I 
took drastic action.” He then described the ways he broke out of his slump. 
Here’s an excerpt: “I gave laughing lessons to a cat. I ate a spider. I conducted 
a sneezing contest. I smashed an alarm clock with a hammer. Whenever an 
elderly woman walked by, I called out ‘Hail to the Queen!’ and did a backflip. 
I gave names to my spoon (Hortense), the table (Beatrice), a fly that was 
buzzing around (Fallon), and a toothpick (Arturo).” According to my analysis 
of the astrological omens, Aries, you’d be wise to stage a comparable uprising.

TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): Welcome home, homegirls 
and homeboys. After observing all your homesteading in homes away 
from home, I’m pleased to see you getting curious about the real home 
brew again. I wonder how many times I’ll say the word “home” before 
you register the message that it’s high time for you to home in on some 
homemade, homegrown homework? Now here’s a special note to any 
of you who may be feeling psychologically homeless or exiled from your 
spiritual home: The coming weeks will be a favorable time to address that 
ache and remedy that problem.

GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): The world is full of eternally 
restless people who seethe with confused desires they don’t understand. 
Fueled by such unfathomable urges, they are driven in unknown directions 
to accomplish fuzzy goals. They may be obsessed in ways that make them 
appear to be highly focused, but the objects of their obsession are impos-
sible to attain or unite with. Those objects don’t truly exist! I have described 
this phenomenon in detail, Gemini, because the coming months will offer 
you all the help and support you could ever need to make sure you’re 
forever free of any inclination to be like that.

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): What would you say if I asked 
you to tell me who you truly are? I wouldn’t want to hear so much about 
your titles and awards. I’d be curious about your sacred mysteries, not your 
literal history. I’d want to know the treasured secrets you talk about with 
yourself before you fall asleep. I’d ask you to sing the songs you love and 
describe the allies who make you feel real. I’d urge you to riff on the future 
possibilities that both scare you and thrill you. What else? What are some 
other ways you might show me core truths about your irrepressible soul? 
Now is a good time to meditate on these riddles.

LEO (JULY 23–AUG 22): Isaac Asimov wrote a science-fiction 
story about a physicist who masters time travel and summons William 
Shakespeare into the present time. The Bard enrolls in a night-school class 
about his own plays—and proceeds to flunk the course. Modern ideas and 
modes of discourse are simply too disorienting to him. He is unable to grasp 
the theories that centuries’ worth of critics have developed about his work. 
With this as a cautionary tale, I invite you to time-travel not four centuries 
into the future, but just 10 years. From that vantage point, look back at the 
life you’re living now. How would you evaluate and understand it? Do you 
have any constructive criticism to offer? Any insights that could help you 
plan better for your long-term future?

VIRGO (AUG 23–SEPT 22): The coming weeks will be a favor-
able time for you to buy yourself toys, change your image for no rational 
reason, and indulge in an interesting pleasure that you have been denying 
yourself for no good reason. In addition, I hope you will engage in at least 
two heart-to-heart talks with yourself, preferably using funny voices and 
comical body language. You could also align yourself gracefully with cosmic 
rhythms by dancing more than usual, and by goofing off more than usual, 
and by wandering in the wilderness and seeking to recapture your lost 
innocence more than usual.

LIBRA (SEPT 23–OCT 22): Although you’ll never find an ad-
vertisement for Toyota or Coca-Cola or Apple within my horoscope column, 
you will find hype for spiritual commodities like creativity, love, and freedom. 
Like everyone else, I’m a huckster. My flackery may be more ethical and 
uplifting than others’, but the fact is that I still try to persuade you to “buy” 
my ideas. The moral of the story: Everyone, even the Dalai Lama and Des-
mond Tutu, is selling something. I hope that what I’m saying here purges 
any reluctance you might have about presenting yourself and your ideas in 
the most favorable light. It’s high time for you to hone your sales pitch, to 
explain why your approach to life is so wise, to be a forceful spokesperson 
and role model for the values you hold dear.

SCORPIO (OCT 23–NOV 21): You are growing almost too 
fast, but that won’t necessarily be a problem—as long as you don’t expect 
everyone around you to grow as fast as you. I suspect that you also know 
almost too much—but I don’t anticipate that will spawn envy and resistance 
as long as you cultivate a bit of humility. I have an additional duty to report 
that you’re on the verge of being too attractive for your own good—al-
though you have not yet actually reached the tipping point, so maybe your 
hyper-attractiveness will serve you rather than undermine you. In conclusion, 
Scorpio, I invite you to celebrate your abundance, but don’t flaunt it.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22–DEC 21): The snow leopards of 
Central Asia crave a lot of room to wander. Zoologists say that each male 
prefers its territory to be about 84 square miles, and each female likes to 
have 44 square miles. I don’t think you’ll require quite that vast a turf in the 
coming weeks, Sagittarius. But on the other hand, it will be important not to 
underestimate the spaciousness you’ll need in order to thrive. Give yourself 
permission to be expansive.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22–JAN 19): “I want to do things so wild 
with you that I don’t know how to say them.” Author Anaïs Nin wrote that 
in a letter to her Capricorn lover Henry Miller. Is there anyone you could or 
should or want to say something like that to? If your answer is yes, now is 
a good time to be so candid and bold. If the answer is no, now would be 
a good time to scout around for a person to whom you could or should or 
want to say such a thing. And if you’d like to throw in a bit more entice-
ment, here’s another seductive lyric from Nin: “Only the united beat of sex 
and heart together can create ecstasy.”

AQUARIUS (JAN 20–FEB 18): Did you hear the story about 
the California mom who started a series of forest fires so as to boost her 
son’s career as a firefighter? She is an apt role model for behavior you should 
diligently avoid in the coming weeks. It’s unwise and unprofitable for you 
and yours to stir up a certain kind of trouble simply because it’s trouble that 
you and yours have become skilled at solving. So how should you use your 
problem-solving energy, which I suspect will be at a peak? I suggest you go 
hunting for some very interesting and potentially productive trouble that 
you haven’t wrangled with before—some rousing challenge that will make 
you even smarter than you already are.

PISCES (FEB 19–MARCH 20): The heroine of Alice’s Adven-
tures in Wonderland and Through the Looking-Glass is curious, adventurous, 
and brave. First she follows a well-dressed rabbit down a rabbit hole into an 
alternate universe. Later she slips through a mirror into yet another parallel 
reality. Both times, with great composure, she navigates her way through 
many odd, paranormal, and unpredictable events. She enjoys herself im-
mensely as she deals with a series of unusual characters and unfamiliar 
situations. I’m going to speculate that Alice is a Pisces. Are you ready for 
your very own Alice-in-Wonderland phase? Here it comes!

Homework: Name something you could change about yourself that might 
enhance your love life. Testify at freewillastrology.com.

July 24–30
ARIES (MARCH 21–APRIL 19): After analyzing unusual animal 
behavior, magnetic fluctuations, outbreaks of mayhem on Twitter, and the 
position of the moon, a psychic has foretold that a moderate earthquake 
will rumble through the St. Louis, Missouri, area in the coming weeks. I 
don’t agree with her prophecy. But I have a prediction of my own. Using 
data about how cosmic forces are conspiring to amuse and titillate your 
rapture chakra, I predict a major lovequake for many Aries between now 
and August 20. I suggest you start preparing immediately. How? Brainstorm 
about adventures and breakthroughs that will boost exciting togetherness. 
Get yourself in the frame of mind to seek out catharses that evoke both 
sensory delights and spiritual insights.

TAURUS (APRIL 20–MAY 20): “Tell me what you pay atten-
tion to and I will tell you who you are,” wrote Taurus philosopher José Or-
tega y Gasset. You could use that idea to achieve a finer grade of peace and 
grace in the coming weeks. The navel-gazing phase of your yearly cycle has 
begun, which means you’ll be in closest alignment with cosmic rhythms if 
you get to know yourself much better. One of the best ways to do that is to 
analyze what you pay most attention to. Another excellent way is to expand 
and refine and tenderize your feelings for what you pay most attention to.

GEMINI (MAY 21–JUNE 20): Uruguayan author Eduardo Ga-
leano wrote that in Havana, people refer to their friends as mi sangre, my 
blood, or mi tierra, my country. In Caracas, he reported, a friend might 
be called mi llave, my key, or mi pana, my bread. Since you are in the 
alliance-building phase of your cycle, Gemini, I trust that you will find good 
reasons to think of your comrades as your blood, your country, your key, or 
your bread. It’s a favorable time for you to get closer, more personal, more 
intimate. The affectionate depths are calling to you.

CANCER (JUNE 21–JULY 22): Your emotional intelligence is 
so strong right now that I bet you could alleviate the pain of a loved one 
even as you soothe a long-running ache of your own. You’re so spiritually 
alluring, I suspect you could arouse the sacred yearning of a guru, saint, or 
bodhisattva. You’re so interesting, someone might write a poem or story 
about you. You’re so overflowing with a lust for life, you might lift people 
out of their ruts just by being in their presence. You’re so smart, you could 
come up with at least a partial solution to a riddle whose solution has 
evaded you for a long time.

LEO (JULY 23–AUG 22): The Queen of North America and 
Europe called me on the phone. At least that’s how she identified herself. 
“I have a message for your Leo readers,” she told me. “Why Leo?” I asked. 
“Because I’m a Leo myself,” she replied, “and I know what my tribe needs 
to know right now.” I said, “Okay, give it to me.” “Tell Leos to always keep 
in mind the difference between healthy pride and debilitating hubris,” she 
said. “Tell them to be dazzlingly and daringly competent without becoming 
bossy and egomaniacal. They should disappear their arrogance but nourish 
their mandate to express leadership and serve as a role model. Be shiny and 
bright but not glaring and blinding. Be irresistible but not envy-inducing.”

VIRGO (AUG 23–SEPT 22): Congrats, Virgo! You are beginning 
the denouement of your yearly cycle. Anything you do to resolve lingering 
conflicts and finish up old business will yield fertile rewards. Fate will conspire 
benevolently on your behalf as you bid final goodbyes to the influences 
you’ll be smart not to drag along with you into the new cycle that will begin 
in a few weeks. To inspire your holy work, I give you this poem by Virgo 
poet Charles Wright: “Knot by knot I untie myself from the past / And let it 
rise away from me like a balloon. / What a small thing it becomes. / What a 
bright tweak at the vanishing point, blue on blue.”

LIBRA (SEPT 23–OCT 22): I predict that between now and 
the end of the year, a Libran genetic engineer will create a new species of 
animal called a dat. A cross between a cat and a dog, it will have the grace, 
independence, and vigilance of a Persian cat and the geniality, loyalty, and 
ebullient strength of a golden retriever. Its stalking skills will synthesize the 
different hunting styles of cats and dogs. I also predict that in the coming 
months, you will achieve greater harmony between the cat and dog aspects 
of your own nature, thereby acquiring some of the hybrid talents of the dat.

SCORPIO (OCT 23–NOV 21): Scorpio poet Marianne Moore 
(1887–1972) won the Pulitzer Prize and several other prestigious awards. 
She was one of those rare poets who became a celebrity. That’s one of 
the reasons why the Ford car company asked her to dream up interesting 
names for a new model they were manufacturing. Alas, Ford decided the 
43 possibilities she presented were too poetic, and rejected all of them. 
But some of Moore’s names are apt descriptors for the roles you could and 
should play in the phase you’re beginning, so I’m offering them for your use. 
Here they are: 1. Anticipator. 2. The Impeccable. 3. Tonnere Alifère (French 
term for “winged thunder”). 4. Tir á l’arc (French term for “bull’s eye”). 5. 
Regina-Rex (Latin terms for “queen” and “king”).

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22–DEC 21): It’s conceivable that in 
one of your past lives you were a pioneer who made the rough 2,170-mile 
migration via wagon train from Missouri to Oregon in the 1830s. Or maybe 
you were a sailor who accompanied the Viking Leif Erikson in his travels to 
the New World 500 years before Columbus. Is it possible you were part 
of the team assembled by Italian diplomat Giovanni da Pian del Carpine, 
who journeyed from Rome to Mongolia in the 13th century? Here’s why 
I’m entertaining these thoughts, Sagittarius: I suspect that a similar itch 
to ramble and explore and seek adventure may rise up in you during the 
coming weeks. I won’t be surprised if you consider making a foray to the 
edge of your known world.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22–JAN 19): When the dinosaurs died off 
65 million years ago, the crocodiles didn’t. They were around for 135 million 
years before that era, and are still here now. Why? “They are extremely 
tough and robust,” says crocodile expert James Perran Ross. Their immune 
systems “are just incredible.” Maybe best of all, they “learn quickly and 
adapt to changes in their situation.” In accordance with the astrological 
omens, I’m naming the crocodile as your creature teacher for the coming 
weeks. I suspect you will be able to call on a comparable version of their will 
to thrive. (Read more about crocs: tinyurl.com/toughandrobust.)

AQUARIUS (JAN 20–FEB 18): “My only hope is that one day 
I can love myself as much as I love you.” Poet Mariah Gordon-Dyke wrote 
that, and now I’m offering it to you as you begin your Season of Self-Love. 
You’ve passed through other Seasons of Self-Love in the past, but none of 
them has ever had such rich potential to deepen and ripen your self-love. 
I bet you’ll discover new secrets about how to love yourself with the same 
intensity you have loved your most treasured allies.

PISCES (FEB 19–MARCH 20): “Poems can bring comfort,” 
writes Piscean poet Jane Hirshfield. “They let us know… that we are not 
alone—but they also unseat us and make us more susceptible, larger, elastic. 
They foment revolutions of awareness and allow the complex, uncertain, 
actual world to enter.” According to my understanding of the upcoming 
astrological omens, Pisces, life itself will soon be like the poems Hirshfield 
describes: unruly yet comforting, a source of solace but also a catalyst for 
transformation, bringing you healing and support but also asking you to rise 
up and reinvent yourself. Sounds like fun!

Homework: What’s the most amazing feat you ever pulled off? What will 
you do for your next amazing feat? Tell at truthrooster@gmail.com.

Financial Management Systems (FMS) Analyst IV: Design, create & maintain software 
applications in support of FP&A group. Requires Bachelor’s in Info Systems, CS, EE or rlt, 
or FDE + 5 yrs specific IT experience involving Hyperion applications. FT position with 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, WA.  
Apply by e-mail to: employment@fredhutch.com. 

Clinical Data & Reports Manager: Lead & monitor collection, processing, data entry & 
QC of study data. Requires Bachelor’s in Biostats, Biotech or rlt, or FDE + 4 yrs specific data 
management exp. FT position with Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, 
WA. 3- or 4-year Bachelor’s acceptable.  
Apply by e-mail to: employment@fredhutch.com.

Research Technician II: Perform gene editing & generate transgenic strains. Requires Bach-
elor’s in Biology or rlt, or FDE + 2 yrs specific lab research exp incl generating transgenic 
nematodes. FT position with Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, WA.  
Apply by e-mail to: employment@fredhutch.com. 

Make a lifelong friend from abroad.
Enrich your family with another culture.  Now you can host a high school 

exchange student (girl or boy) from France, Germany, Scandinavia, 
Spain, Australia, Japan, Brazil, Italy or other countries.  Single parents, as 
well as couples with or without children, may host.  Contact us ASAP for 

more information or to select your student.

Call Amy at 1-800-733-2773
host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

Host an Exchange Student Today!
(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

Founded in 1976
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Public Benefi t, Non-Profi t Organization

For privacy reasons, photos above are not photos of actual students.

mailto:truthrooster@gmail.com
mailto:info@asse.com
mailto:employment@fredhutch.com
mailto:employment@fredhutch.com
mailto:employment@fredhutch.com
http://freewillastrology.com/
http://tinyurl.com/toughandrobust.
http://host.asse.com/


24     JULY 17, 2019    THE STRANGER

Blunt Talk
BY LESTER BLACK

Smoking 
Weed with 
City Council 
Candidates

I
t felt surreal watching Jim Pugel, the 
former chief of the Seattle Police De-
partment, roll up his slacks to rub a pot- 
infused lotion on his knee as a pot vape 
pen dangled from my mouth. Twenty 

years ago, Pugel was arresting pot dealers. To-
day, he’s running for Seattle City Council and 
using THC-infused gel to alleviate lingering 
nerve pain from his recent bout with cancer.

Bizarre as it seems, a former police chief 
rubbing pot on his knees is a good microcosm 
of Seattle five years after pot legalization. It 
seems like every other adult has found a way 
to use pot, even people running for elected 
office. In an effort to better understand the 
55 people running for city council seats in the 
August 6 primary election, we invited them to 
consume weed with us. Fuck voting for who 
you would want to get a beer with—which 
candidates would you share a joint with?

Five candidates attended: Jim Pugel (Dis-
trict 7), Logan Bowers (District 3), Kara Ce-
riello (District 6), Joey Massa (District 6), 
and Cathy Tuttle (District 4). Ethan Hunter, 
a 19-year-old running in District 4, tried to 
join in, but we told him he needed to grow 
up first. A few other candidates wanted to 
come but had legitimate excuses. Ami Nguy-
en (District 3) said she is not currently con-
suming pot because she’s pregnant. Chris 
Peguero (District 2) and Andrew Lewis 
(District 7) wanted to be there, but they are 
city employees and the city forbids pot use.

Our stoner party was noticeably white—
which is depressing, but also not surprising. 
Candidates of color are punished for things 
white people aren’t, because society un-
fairly holds them to a higher standard, so a 
pot-smoking interview with Stranger report-
ers is a bigger risk for nonwhite candidates.

Bowers showed up like the weed dealer 
he is—he owns Hashtag Cannabis—throw-
ing down two pre-rolls (Black Cherry Soda 
from Bondi Farms), two different types of 
flower (Emerald Jane’s Conspiracy Kush 
and Chaos Kush by Saints), two different 
vape cartridges (Keanu Effect by Raven 

Grass and CBG Blend by Heylo Cannabis), 
a bag of infused cookie dough (by American 
Baked Co.), and a massive vaporizer called, 
menacingly, the Dark Knight.

Not wanting to be a bad host, I brought 
some Cherry Margarita flower from Fire 
Bros. and a pre-roll of White Tahoe Cookies 
by House of Cultivar. After Pugel demon-
strated his gel, we started loading bowls in 
The Stranger’s official bong, a locally made 
piece containing glass letters inside that 
spell SLOG, the name of our blog.

We took hits of pre-rolls, vapes, and the 
bong until the room was as cloudy as Myrtle 
Edwards Park during Hempfest. What fol-
lowed was a delightfully meandering conver-
sation, full of heady and heartfelt hopes for 
our city, occasional interruptions followed 
by a polite Oh wait, what were you saying?, 
and just as many lost trains of thought, Oh 
wait, what was I saying?

We all agreed the city should legalize 
cannabis cafes, at which point Bowers took 
a dig at the current council. Cafes would 
need state approval, which Bowers thinks 
the current council is bad at getting. “One 
of the problems we have as a city, across all 
policy areas, is that if Seattle wants it, the 
default position in Olympia is we don’t get 
it because they don’t trust the council to do 
anything,” Bowers said.

Pugel, always the cop, left almost as soon 
as the bong was packed, saying he had asth-
ma and another event to attend.

Massa said this was his favorite campaign 
event of the season. The 29-year-old was di-
agnosed with Stage 4 pancreatic cancer in 
2015 and given 18 months to live. His last 
surgery removed part of his liver so, natu-
rally, he doesn’t really drink.

“I was super enthusiastic about this 

invitation because of how many cocktail 
invitations I’ve had,” Massa said.

Between bong rips, Massa told us how 
after his diagnosis, he augmented the tra-
ditional cancer treatment with 1,000 milli-
grams of RSO (cannabis oil) a day. Bowers, 
very much a numbers guy, explained to us the 
implication of consuming that much pot oil. 
“A whole gram? That would have been 300 
milligrams of THC a day,” Bowers said, as the 
rest of us, now thoroughly baked, collectively 
let out a quiet whoa.

A few minutes later, I passed around a pre-
roll affixed to a small glass water pipe that cre-
ates a water-bubbling joint. Ceriello was par-
ticularly impressed by the bubbler, remarking: 
“It’s like Burning Man. It’s a testament to the 
creativity of the human brain. It’s incredible.”

She wasn’t wrong. It was incredible. And 
we were getting higher by the minute. Tuttle 
started talking about how single-family zon-
ing is creating food deserts across the city 
and how Seattle gives too much room to cars.

Just look at Yesler Way Bridge in down-
town—we built a bridge and put parking on 
it, Bowers added.

“We could put a park on that bridge!” Tut-
tle said.

Then I had an idea. What if we changed 
Yesler Way to be like one of those bridges in 
Italy that has shops on it, like the Rialto Bridge 
in Venice or the Ponte Vecchio in Florence?

“I love it!” Tuttle said. “Okay, you’re re-
cording this, right?”

I was. Then we did some more stoner day-
dreaming about the future of the city. But 
even totally sober the next morning, turning 
Yesler Way into Ponte Vecchio still seemed 
like a good idea. ■

Clockwise from above: Jim Pugel 
rubbing pot-infused lotion on his knee; 
Kara Ceriello trying our bubbler; Joey 
Massa hitting the bong. 
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Savage Love
BY DAN SAVAGE

Deep Cucks
I am a bi, white, married man—35 years old 
and living in a big Midwestern city. I’d like to 
know what’s going on in my psyche—from a 
sex-research perspective. I’ve been hung up 
on cuckold fantasies with my female partner 
for years now. I’m a creative person and I’m 
especially fond of creative fantasizing in bed, 
and my partner enjoys this as well. But 9 times 
out of 10, I’m spinning a yarn about her fucking 
other men, whether it’s a threesome, cuckolding 
with me watching, or her going out on dates 
and coming home a delicious mess. These 
fantasies took an unexpected turn when I 
asked her to share stories about people she 
fucked in the past. She obliged—and holy 
shit, was I turned on. The only unfortunate 
thing is that she did not have many great 
sexual experiences in the past, so she feels 
like there is not a lot to share. Anyway, we 
have an amazing sex life, obviously, and I 
feel no shame whatsoever about these fan-
tasies or how turned on her memories make 
us. I’m just curious as to why it turns me on 
so much. I know others have similar kinks, 
but it seems so antithetical to the hetero- 
normative expectations of what I should be 
turned on by. Any ideas?

Fantasies Reliably Enhance  
Every Dalliance

“‘Why am I like this?’ questions are always 
rabbit holes,” said Dr. David Ley, a clinical 
psychologist, author, and sex researcher. 
“We create rich, satisfying stories that are 
really just a form of mental masturbation—
no bust on masturbation—when the truth is, 
at least at this point, we really have no clear 
idea why people have any of the unique sexual 
fantasies they do.” (Dr. Ley literally wrote the 
book on cuckolding: Insatiable Wives: Women 
Who Stray and the Men Who Love Them.)

One popular explanation for why be-
ing cuckolded might turn a man on—why 
knowing his wife or girlfriend had fucked 
someone else (or was fucking someone else 
in front of him) might turn a guy on—was 
the “sperm competition” theory. To quick-
ly summarize: A man who suspects his fe-
male partner recently had sex with another 
male—and whose reptile brain believes the 
other man’s semen might be “present” inside 
her—will have a more powerful and volumi-
nous orgasm when he next mates with his 
female partner in an effort to “flood out” his 
competitor’s semen. For a time, many sex 
researchers theorized that male swingers 
and cuckolds were subconsciously induc-
ing “sperm competition” reactions—i.e., they 
were in it for the more powerful orgasms.

“Unfortunately, much of the research into 
sperm competition is now suspect, due to a 
failure to replicate many of these findings,” 
said Dr. Ley. “So to a degree, we’re now say-
ing, ‘You know, it’s complicated, everyone is 
different, and there are no simple answers.’”

And now that we’ve said that, FREED, Dr. 
Ley, who has worked with many cuckold cou-
ples, has noticed patterns and he’s willing to 
put out some alternative theories of his own.

“Many cuckolds have a desire to engage 

bisexually with other men, using their wife’s 
body as a sort of proxy,” said Dr. Ley. “Given 
that FREED is a bi male in a heterosexual re-
lationship, these cuckold fantasies might be a 
way for him to express his bisexuality while 
including his wife. Additionally, vicarious 
erotic fulfillment is often a central component 
in many cuckold fantasies. This goes beyond 
simple voyeurism—and FREED’s comment 
about his wife’s regret at not having enough 
sexual experiences to share offers us a clue in 
this direction. Many cuckolds celebrate their 
partners being sexually unrestrained. FREED 

might just be turned on by the idea of his wife 
cutting loose and sharing that supercharged 
erotic energy with other partners—past, pres-
ent, and future.”

Finally, FREED, I wanted to add a “ding, 
ding, ding” to something you mentioned at 
the end of your letter. The erotic power of do-
ing something that seems antithetical to the 
heteronormative and/or vanilla-normative 
expectations heaped on us by culture, reli-
gion, family, etc. should never be underesti-
mated. While not everyone is turned on by 
the thought of transgressing against sexual 
or social norms, a significant percentage is. 
So long as our normative-busting transgres-
sive turn-ons can be realized with other con-
senting adults, we should worry less about the 
“why” and more about the “when,” “where,” 
and “how.” (Now, in private, and safely!)

Follow Dr. Ley on Twitter @DrDavidLey.

I’m a 35-year-old married man with two 
beautiful small children. I knew I was a cuck-
old before I met my wife. As soon as things got 
somewhat serious, I made this very clear, as 
I had learned repeatedly that my desire for a 
cuckold relationship almost certainly spelled 
doom. While we were dating, she cuckolded me 
multiple times and seemed very accepting of the 
idea. I was in heaven, as I finally felt accepted 
for me. I remember very clearly on the day of 
our elopement discussing that this was more 
than a kink for me—it was central to my sexu-
ality and I needed her buy-in before committing 
for life. We played a time or two after we got 
married, but my wife’s interest in the lifestyle 
greatly decreased. After we had children (first 

child four years ago), her interest in cuckolding 
evaporated. It’s entirely gone. I accepted this for 
some time due to having young children. When 
I broached the subject recently, she expressed 
legitimate concerns around STIs, pregnancy, 
and being “found out” by friends/family. But 
this is something I need, as I made clear before 
we married. It’s not just a “kink” for me. I love 
my wife and I don’t want to pressure her into 
having sex with others, but I’m hurt and frus-
trated. I can’t help but feel like I had a bait and 
switch pulled on me. What do I do? Be thank-
ful for the things I do have? Ask to go to a sex- 

positive therapist? Ask for a divorce? I’m 
lost, hurt, confused, and angry.

Cuckold Has Understandable 
Regrets Now

Cuckolding may be something you need, 
CHURN, but it’s something you’re asking 
the wife to do. And the doing presents 
more risks for her—the risks of STIs 
and pregnancy fall entirely on her, as she 
pointed out. And if people were to find out 
(or suspect) she was sleeping around, the 
“shame” and potential social ostracism 
would fall entirely on her, too. Even if you 
were to tell anyone who found out that it 
was consensual and/or that you were a 
cuckold, it’s not like she wouldn’t still be 
shamed or ostracized. Judgmental family 
and friends would just heap equal portions 
of shame on you, too.

To your credit, CHURN, you acknowl-
edged the legitimacy of your wife’s con-
cerns. And I’m going to acknowledge the 

legitimacy of your frustrations: You told her 
before you eloped that you needed this to 
be happy, and she didn’t just agree to it, she 
was (or seemed) enthused about it. I might 
be inclined to see this as a bait and switch 
myself if you didn’t have children. Even the 
most adventurous people—sexual or other-
wise—tend to become risk-averse when their 
children are young, and I imagine your wife 
is currently some combo of highly risk-averse 
and completely overwhelmed. (Hey, are you 
doing your fair share of the housework and 
childcare?) Instead of threatening to divorce 
her (which would amount to pressuring her), 
I would encourage you to find a sex-positive 
counselor who can help you two talk about 
what your sex life can look like once your chil-
dren are a little older.

If she can express it without being expect-
ed to act on it tomorrow, my hunch is your 
wife can see cuckolding you again once your 
kids are older. Since finding women who are 
into this isn’t easy, as you already know, it 
would be in your own self-interest to take the 
long view and be patient. In the meantime, 
CHURN, content yourself with hot memories 
of all the times the wife cuckolded you in the 
past and hot dirty talk about all the times she’s 
going cuckold you in the future. ■

JOE NEWTON

mail@savagelove.net   
@fakedansavage on Twitter  

ITMFA.org

ON THE LOVECAST
Summer sex toys with Erika Moen:  

savagelovecast.com.

Strike a 
Live Match

Seattle  
206-753-CHAT (2428)

Tacoma 253-359-CHAT
Everett 425-405-CHAT

Vancouver, WA 360-314-CHAT
Vancouver, BC 604-343-3013

Victoria, BC 778-747-0269
Portland 503-222-CHAT

More Numbers on LiveMatch.com

8-9PM 
Always FREE to chat with VIP members 
 1on1, live group chatrooms, forums

All orientations welcome

Free
Chat Hour

ALWAYS DISCRETE 
ALWAYS ON TIME

Free shipping on orders over $50

secretlovetoys.myshopify.com

mailto:mail@savagelove.net
http://itmfa.org/
http://savagelovecast.com/
http://secretlovetoys.myshopify.com/
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Moon Landing 50th  
Anniversary Events
Saturday, July 20, will mark 50 years since 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin became the 
first humans to land on the moon. That’s a big 
deal! If you want to geek out over the historic 
accomplishment and marvel at the power of 
space science, there’s plenty in store. Notable 
happenings include the Museum of Flight’s 
Lunar Block Party (July 19–21), where you 
can dance to live music from American Idol 
winner Laine Hardy and the Britishmania 
Beatles Tribute band, chat with space experts 
over brunch, and check out the Destination 
Moon: The Apollo 11 Mission exhibit. You can 
also catch the Brian Eno–scored 1989 Apollo 
documentary For All Mankind at SIFF Film 
Center (opening Fri July 19), watch a special 
giant-screen version of Todd Miller’s new doc-
umentary Apollo 11: First Steps at the Pacific 
Science Center (daily), or scoop up one of Mol-
ly Moon’s Shoot for the Stars Sundaes, a 
special July treat that benefits the Girl Scouts 
of Western Washington’s STEM programs.

CHBP
Capitol Hill Block Party (July 19–21) is a 
large-scale weekend music festival that orig-
inally started as a charming neighborhood 
get-together and has since morphed into a 
massive spectacle of Top 40 headliners and 
Seattle heavy hitters converging during the 
dog days of summer in the Pike/Pine corridor. 

The complete lineup this year features more 
than 60 touring and local talents, including 
headliners RL Grime, Phantogram, and Liz-
zo. You’ll find the complete schedule on page 
45, a map on page 46, and our critics’ picks on 
page 39. Plus, if you’re strapped for cash, be 
sure to check out all the great free events hap-
pening, like live DJ sets in the Chophouse 
Row courtyard and after-dark dance parties 
around the neighborhood.

Seafair
This time of year, Seattle’s iconic Sea-
fair Festival breaks open a big bag of free,  
family-friendly events to fill your summer 
days. This fortnight brings some unmissa-
ble gems, including a gathering of Native 
American tribes from all over the Pacific 
Northwest at the Daybreak Star Indian Cul-
tural Center’s Indian Days Powwow (July 
19–21), the 70th annual Alaska Airlines 
Torchlight Parade downtown (Sat July 
27), and a week of activities hosted by the 
Seattle Navy League at Fleet Week on the 
Elliott Bay waterfront (July 29–Aug 3). Plus, 
several neighborhoods will play host to com-
munity parades: West Seattle (Sat July 20),  
Chinatown-International District (Sun 
July 21), and Greenwood (Wed July 24).

More Festivals
We’re not saying you should cancel your trip 
to Hawaii (or are we?), but those who leave 
Seattle this month to go on summer vacation 

are missing out on a plethora of fun things 
to do. If you don’t want to venture far, close-
by happenings range from Chinatown-ID’s 
Natsu Matsuri Outdoor Summer Festi-
val (July 20–21) with games and eating con-
tests, the Bellevue Arts Museum’s BAM Arts 
Fair (July 26–28) with more than 300 arts 
vendors and free museum access, the Wood-
land Park Zoo’s Tasting Flight (Fri July 26) 
featuring sips from more than 60 wineries, 
and Seattle Center’s Bite of Seattle (July 
19–21) boasting more than 200 food, beer, 
and cider vendors. For day-trip options, hop 
on a ferry to the Vashon Island Strawber-
ry Festival (July 19–21) or the Jazz Port 
Townsend Festival (July 25–27), or take a 
road trip to the annual Walla Walla Sweet 
Onion Festival (Sat July 20) or the Sequim 
Lavender Festival (July 19–21).

Political Events
The next Democratic presidential de-
bates will take place on July 30 and 31, 
and we’ll post a roundup of all the places 
to watch them on strangerthingstodo.com 
as the time gets closer. Until then, you can 
gear up your brain for the 2020 election 
by attending part (or all) of Town Hall’s 
24-hour marathon Mueller Report Live 
(July 19–20), which will feature more than 
100 actors, journalists, and other locals 
reading the entirety of the special coun-
sel’s report aloud. Or head to the Riveter’s 
Happy Hour with Vote Run Lead (Fri 
July 19) to learn about the organization that 

trains women to run for office and find out 
how to get involved. On a more local level, you 
could get to know Washington State attorney 
general Bob Ferguson at his Chess Exhibi-
tion fundraiser (Sun July 28 at the Raven-
na-Eckstein Community Center), where he’ll 
play against members of the public—did you 
know he pursued a career in professional 
chess after graduating high school?—and 
you can watch. ■

Farm Fest
Rainier Beach Urban Farm 
and Wetlands, Sat July 20, 
10 am–3 pm, free

Fountain Fest
Freeway Park, Sat July 27, 
11 am–2 pm, free

JamFest
Wing Luke Museum, Thurs 
July 18, 5–9 pm, donation

Movies at the Mural
Seattle Center Mural 
Amphitheatre, July 27–
Aug 24, Sat, 9 pm, free

Othello Block Party
Othello, Sat July 27,  
12–10 pm, free

Reign FC vs. Chicago 
Red Stars
Cheney Stadium, Sun  
July 28, 1 pm, $10–$30

Renegade Craft Fair
Magnuson Park Hangar 30, 
July 20–21, 11 am–6 pm, 
free

Seattle Outdoor Cinema
South Lake Union 
Discovery Center, Sat  
July 20, 5–11 pm, $5  
suggested donation

Theory
Pacific Science Center, 
Fri July 26, 8 pm–1 am, 
$85/$150

Early Warnings
SEAFAIR WEEKEND FESTIVAL Genesee Park,  
Aug 2–4, free–$150

SEATTLE ART FAIR CenturyLink Field Event Center, 
Aug 1–4, $30–$150

Short 
List

THE BIG & THE OBVIOUS
GETTY IMAGES

MORE
EVENTS
— AT—

STRANGER  THINGS TO DO  DOT COM

JULY 18
JULY 31

http://strangerthingstodo.com/
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S
tudio 54 gets top billing at the Nor-
dic Museum’s exhibition of Hasse 
Persson’s photography, and while 
the shots of that über-trendy and 
exclusive New York nightclub are 

fascinating, the real highlights may be the 
“Beyond” material, which the museum has 

placed in the first part of 
the exhibit.

A Swede working in 
the United States during 
one of the country’s most 
turbulent cultural and 

political eras (roughly 1968 to 1980), Pers-
son insinuated himself into some highly 
evocative situations. His black-and-white 
shots of major cultural and political figures 
include Muhammad Ali, Coretta Scott 
King, Bob Dylan, Jesse Jackson, and Rich-
ard Nixon. (Nixon is captured in a causti-
cally funny triptych.)

The Coretta Scott King photo is particu-
larly striking: It features Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s widow speaking to her daughter… while 
the latter points a toy gun in her mother’s 
direction and a painting of MLK hangs in the 
background. Another highlight is the 1973 
photo of the World Trade Center in which 
a bird eerily flies next to the building and 
over the church that abutted it, inducing a 
premonitory chill.

Persson also worked in the precarious 
zones of the Vietnam War. The most mem-
orable works from this excursion are the 
soldier wearing a peace-sign necklace while 

flashing a peace sign and carrying a rifle 
and troops looking casual around an enemy 
corpse—both from Da Nang circa 1971.

And how odd it must have been for the 
black folks whom Persson portrayed in Mis-
sissippi from 1968 to 1974 (mourners re-
flected in the window of a hearse, the veiny 
hand of a pianist tickling the keys, etc.) to 
countenance a Scandinavian photographer 
in their midst. Persson’s trip resulted in a 

handful of poignant pics depicting dignity 
amid poverty.

When finally entering the Studio 54 
segment, one notices disco-ball props, at-
mospheric lighting, and several square 
mirrors—about 10 by 10 inches—scat-
tered throughout the exhibit. Were these 
actual coke mirrors from the club? No, 
according to the museum employee I 
asked. Rather, they serve to remind you 

of how humdrum you seem compared 
to the photos’ characters. One also must 
surmise that the Studio 54 pics are shot in 
black and white because we wouldn’t be able 
to handle their dazzlement in color.

Persson’s shots of this notorious venue 
are slightly defocused to emphasize the dis-
orientation and altered mental states that 
doubtlessly clouded the minds of Studio 
54’s patrons. We witness a diverse array of 
freaks, exhibitionists, debauchees, and the 
odd horse. One spectacular shot looks as if 
it’s snowing cocaine on the crowded dance 
floor. It’s nothing to sniff at.

Studio 54 apparently was a haven of ca-
sual nudity, people of all sexual orientations 
in bizarre, ornate gowns and flamboyant 
lingerie, and indoor smoking. The expect-
ed ultra-famous icons—Andy Warhol, Bi-
anca Jagger, pre-catastrophic-makeover 
Michael Jackson—figure here, but more 
interesting are the glamorous rank and 
file. Even the nobodies seem like celebrities. 
(Side note: You could spend many minutes 
debating the genders of the subjects.) The 
unintended effect of these photos is to give 
viewers extreme FOMO—especially, in my 
case, that shot of the extravagant DJ booth.

As you’re walking out, hanging in the lit-
tle doorway/exit area that leads to the rest 
of the museum, is a color portrait of Nan-
cy and Ronald Reagan. I don’t want to tell 
the Nordic Museum how to do its job, but 
they should include a large bucket nearby 
in which to vomit. ■

FOMO Like Crazy
Hasse Persson’s photography exhibit at Nordic Museum 

looks at Studio 54 and Beyond.
BY DAVE SEGAL

Top Picks
JULY 18–AUG 24

Claudia Fitch: ‘Raincoat’
Seattle artist and sculptor Claudia Fitch’s studio 
work often focuses on (and is obsessed with) the 
female form. In particular, the torso—that mushy, 
rolly, cuddly mesh of flesh and guts that’s often 
policed and cinched in. In her latest show, Fitch 
will expand and expound on her sculptural work 
with the feminine figure, which often remixes 
delicate, smooth porcelain with other brasher 
textures. Also featured are mobiles, paintings, and 
drawings. (Greg Kucera Gallery, Tues–Sat, free.) 
JASMYNE KEIMIG

SAT JULY 20

Plants n’ Pokes: Tattoo Art 
Fundraiser and Exhibition
Tattoo art is having A Moment in Seattle right now. 
Many tattoo artists in the area boast different 

styles and vibes, often eschewing traditional tattoo 
imagery (think pin-ups, anchors, blades) for artwork 
that’s truly unique and different, sometimes 
unbelievably carved into skin. For Volunteer Park 
Conservatory’s summer fundraiser, they are bring-
ing tattoo art into the greenhouse. Two Seattle-area 
stick-and-poke artists (Emma Kates-Shaw and 
Justice Wolf) will be doing live tattoos, there will be 
custom temporary tattoo sheets from participating 
artists, and works by tattoo artists from across the 
country will be displayed around the conservatory. 
There will be libations. Roll through and fantasize 
about the ink you’ll get next. (Volunteer Park Con-
servatory, 6–9 pm, $12/$15, 21+.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

CLOSING SAT JULY 27

‘As in Also: An Alternative Too’
Brooklyn artist and instructor John Drury guest 
curates As in Also: An Alternative Too, a follow-up to 
his New York City exhibition from earlier this year. 
Drury continues to bring together artists of diverse 
backgrounds who push the boundaries (and expec-
tations) of what glass as a medium can do. In this 
show, see Buster Simpson’s almost-tipped-all-the-

way-over glasses lined up in a row; Jen Elek’s funky 
lace-maker lamp replete with candles, lenses, and 
glass of water; and Megan Stelljes’s arrangement of 
glass fruit sculptures to resemble cock and balls. It’s 
fun. Others artists featured in this show are Scott 
Darlington, Eli Hansen, Robbie Miller, Jerry Pethick, 
Brian Pike, George Sawchuk, Amy Lemaire, Morgan 
Peterson, Leo Tecosky and Simon Klenell. (Traver 
Gallery, Tues–Sat, free.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

CLOSING SUN SEPT 15

Ron Ho: ‘A Jeweler’s Tale’
Every piece of jewelry tells a story—both about 
the wearer and the maker. How we adorn 
ourselves and make ourselves glitter is not simply 
a matter of function, but also of taste and history. 
Northwest jeweler Ron Ho’s pieces—made of jade, 
bone, silver, and gold—don’t ascribe to traditional 
ideals of balance, but instead are extremely 
personal and draw on his own Chinese heritage. 
After his death in 2017, the Hawaiian-born artist 
left behind a trove of writings, letters, images, 
paintings, and objects. This exhibition displays 
these items (and even offers a full reconstruction 

of Ho’s studio), providing a new context and 
perspective through which we can understand 
and appreciate his work. (Bellevue Arts Museum, 
Wed–Sun, $15.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

MUSEUMS
Bart at TAM: Animating 
America’s Favorite Family
Tacoma Art Museum,  
July 20–Oct 27, Tues–Sun, 
$18

GALLERIES
Alisa Sikelianos-Carter: 
Selected Works from 
‘Crowns’
Wa Na Wari, Thurs–Sun, 
free, through July 28

Amjad Faur and Paula 
Rebsom: In Our Absence
SOIL, Thurs–Sun, free, 
through July 27

Claire Partington:  
The Hunting Party
Winston Wächter Fine Art, 
Mon–Sat, free, through 
July 27

Jessica Ry’cheal:  
Altar Call
Virago Gallery, Tues–Sun, 
free, through July 28

Leah Gerrard: Element
Shift, Fri–Sat, free, through 
July 27

Nine Years | Graceful Exit
Prographica, Tues–Sat, 
free, through July 27

Paolo Arao: Key Change
Glass Box Gallery, Thurs–
Sat, free, through July 20

Short 
List

STUDIO 54 AND 
BEYOND: THE 
PHOTOGRAPHY OF 
HASSE PERSSON
Nordic Museum
Through Aug 25

Shots like this emphasize the disorientation and altered states inside Studio 54.
HASSE PERSSON / COURTESY OF THE NORDIC MUSEUM
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T
he same weekend that President 
Donald Trump told four women 
of color in the United States Con-
gress to “go back” to where they 
came from, four actors of color 

stood onstage at Center Theatre wearing 
red and holding red apples. They were al-

ready onstage when the 
audience walked in.

It was the opening night 
of Sound Theatre Compa-
ny’s production of Citizen: 

An American Lyric, a new play based on the 
evocative and enraging book of prose frag-
ments by Claudia Rankine about what it’s like 
to deal with the daily insults of racism. The 
show was adapted for the stage by Stephen 
Sachs and directed by Jay O’Leary.

I had read Citizen a few years earlier, and it 
had stayed with me, but I couldn’t remember 
anything about apples. As the house lights 
dimmed and the show started, two white ac-
tors emerged, saw the apples, walked up to 
the people who were holding them, and took 
them. They sauntered off with their stolen 
food like it was nothing.

It was a fitting illustration of the oblivious-
ness and maliciousness, the presumption and 
plunder that define race relations in the Unit-
ed States. The citizens of color—played by Naa 
Akua, Nicholas Japaul Bernard, Allyson Lee 
Brown, and Shermona Mitchell—responded 
stoically. “Certain moments send adrenaline 
to the heart, dry out the tongue, and clog the 
lungs,” Rankine writes in the book.

I figured the red clothes had to do with 
blood—a substance that is the same color in 
all human beings—but later, back at home, 
flipping through Citizen (a book that includes 
imagery embedded throughout the text), I saw 
a photo of the basketball team radio host Don 

Imus once insulted, made up of mostly wom-
en of color. Their uniforms were red.

Each prose fragment in Citizen tells a 
different anecdote. For example: “At the 
end of a brief phone conversation, you tell 
the manager you are speaking with that you 
will come by his office to sign the form. When 
you arrive and announce yourself, he blurts 
out, I didn’t know you were black!”

In another anecdote, the narrator is going 
to visit a trauma counselor at her therapy 
practice in her home. There’s a side gate that 
leads to a back entrance used by patients, but 

the gate turns out to be locked, so the narra-
tor rings the doorbell. “When the door finally 
opens, the woman standing there yells, at the 
top of her lungs, Get away from my house! 
What are you doing in my yard?”

Each anecdote is dramatized with actors 
playing a variety of roles. The charismatic 
Brown—who is such a captivating presence 
onstage, it’s hard to look away from her—
plays Serena Williams during Rankine’s ex-
tended riff on the injustices the tennis great 
has suffered at the hands of referees and oth-
er players (video evidence of these slights is 

projected on overhead screens). And Ber-
nard’s emotional portrayal of a man who’s 
just been pulled over by a cop, then forced 
to stand naked, then to walk home for miles, 
is unforgettable.

If you have not read Citizen, if a book of 
nonfiction prose-poetry is not something 
you’re ever going to crack, you owe it to 
yourself—and to your imagination, and to 
the world around you—to go see this. If you 
have already read Citizen, it will you remind 
you all over again of the power and poetry of 
Rankine’s work. ■

Everyday Racism
Sound Theatre Company’s adaptation of Claudia Rankine’s 

Citizen: An American Lyric is powerful.
BY CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

Top Picks
JULY 18–21

‘140 LBS: How Beauty  
Killed My Mother’
Local theater powerhouse Sara Porkalob will 
direct Susan Lieu’s autobiographical solo show 
140 LBS. When Lieu was young, her mom died 
two hours into a tummy tuck operation. The 
surgeon was charged with medical negligence, 
and her family struggled to move on from the 
loss. Decades later, Lieu decided to confront her 
mother’s killer, as well her mother’s and her own 
relationship with the “impossible ideal of Viet-
namese feminine beauty.” Porkalob is known for 
her ability to faithfully render a handful of wildly 

different characters in her solo shows, so look for 
her to draw out a similar talent in Lieu. (Theatre Off 
Jackson, $25.) RICH SMITH

Ali Wong
Half Chinese, half Vietnamese, Ali Wong goes 
there—there being subjects that make people 
squirm. Her caustically funny and raunchy 
observations perhaps pack a more forceful punch 
because they come from an Asian woman, who 
once recorded a stand-up special (Baby Cobra) 
while pregnant. Example: “Nothing makes me 
feel more powerful than when a white dude is 
eating my pussy. I feel like I’m absorbing all of that 
privilege and entitlement.” Besides exploring the 
hilarity that occurs in the bedroom, Wong wryly 
delineates the differences among various Asian 
ethnicities, discourses on feminism (she’s against 
it, but for funny reasons), and laments having to shit 

in the workplace. (Paramount Theatre, $46–$96.) 
DAVE SEGAL

FRI JULY 19

Sped Up
More goodness is coming directly from the surreal 
and spooky brain of Seattle drag entertainer Cucci 
Binaca. In her new drag-driven monthly/dance 
party, hosted along with resident DJ Cookie Cou-
ture, four top-notch Seattle drag entertainers will 
be competing against each other by lip-syncing to 
classic drag songs. The catch: Each song will be 
sped up. The audience then judges who has the 
best lip sync, and the top two performers will spin 
a “wheel of speed” to determine which beloved 
(and accelerated) song they’ll perform to next. The 
winner gets a cash prize and moves on to the next 
month’s round. This is sure to be a night of danc-

ing, lip-syncing, and debauchery. (Re-bar, third Fri, 
10 pm, $10–$13.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

JULY 19–20

Dave Stone
Dave Stone is an Atlanta-born bear of a man who 
can get off an opening joke like “Anybody ever 
call in sick to work because you ate too much at 
breakfast? Nobody takes a fat day?” and make 
it resonate righteously. The American South is 
Stone’s fertile comedic farmland. “The South is 
just Amsterdam for fat people,” he says, while 
dubbing Georgia “the Napa Valley of biscuits.” On 
his Hogwash album, he has a hilarious bit about 
rednecks finally opening up to their gay nature and 
extracts a lot of mirth out of his substantial girth. 
Much food for thought in his act… (Club Comedy 
Seattle, 7:30 and 10 pm, $15/$20.) DAVE SEGAL

Shermona Mitchell, Naa Akua , Nicholas Japaul Bernard , and Allyson Lee Brown bring the book to life.
JOVELLE TAMAYO

CITIZEN: AN 
AMERICAN LYRIC
Center Theatre
Through July 28
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JULY 19–AUG 11

‘The Year of Magical Thinking’
Many people know Joan Didion’s nonfiction book 
The Year of Magical Thinking, about the sudden 
death of her husband, John Gregory Dunne—it was 
a surprise best seller and won a National Book 
Award. And many people also know that Didion’s 
daughter died right after the book was completed. 
The daughter’s death is not mentioned in the book, 
but it’s discussed in the play adapted from the 
book, which Didion completed a few years later. 
For my money, the play is the better work of art. It 
tells the full story. It is a one-woman show, and for 
this production, Didion will be played by Suzanne 
Bouchard. The very talented Victor Pappas directs. 
(ACT Theatre, $27–$47.) CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

JULY 22 & 29

‘Bon Appétit! The Julia  
Child Operetta’
Strolling through the Smithsonian Museum one 
afternoon, I stumbled upon a full replica of Julia 
Child’s kitchen. I walked in because I had recently 
finished watching some classic episodes of The 
French Chef, including her infamous lobster show. 
“You have to cut him right here,” Child says as she 
sticks her knife into the lobster’s neck, “where all 
of his brains and hearts and feelings are.” Genius. 
Anyway, in the Smithsonian exhibit, I saw a pic-
ture of Child bentover a counter in a small French 
kitchen. On the placard next to the photo was a 
quote from the famously tall chef: “When I get my 
own kitchen, I’m going to build the counters up 
to my waist. I’m through with this French pygmy 
bullshit!” If you haven’t figured it out yet, Child is 
one of the greatest and funniest people ever to 
wield an eight-inch knife. In this light opera by Lee 
Hoiby, Child, played by Anne Allgood, will crack 
you up while also making a chocolate cake. Cake 
is included in the ticket price. (Rendezvous, 8 pm, 
$28.) RICH SMITH

Early Warnings
DAVE CHAPPELLE AND JOE ROGAN: IN THE ROUND Tacoma Dome, Fri Aug 2, 8 pm, $345

TIFFANY JENKINS Moore Theatre, Fri Aug 2, 8 pm, $35–$85

MICHELLE WOLF Neptune Theatre, Sun Aug 4, 7 pm, $25

7th and Jackson
Cafe Nordo, July 19–Aug 11, 
Wed–Sun, $79

Cattle Mutilation:  
The Musical!
Columbia City Theater,  
8 pm, $15, through July 18

Crazy Woke Asians
Various locations, July 24– 
26, $15–$25

Criptease: Seattle
Gay City, Fri July 19, 8 
pm, $25–$35

The Little Mermaid
Village Theatre, July 
26–Aug 4, Thurs–Sun, 
$15–$30

Mueller Report Live
Town Hall, July 19–20,  
8 pm-8 pm, donation

Nights at the Neptune: 
A People’s Theatre Joint
Neptune Theatre, Thurs, 
free, through Aug 15

Seattle Festival of 
Dance Improvisation
Velocity Dance Center, 
July 28–Aug 4, $5–$500

Shakespeare in the 
Park: Henry IV, Part 2
Various locations, free, 
through Aug 17

Shakespeare in the 
Park: 
The Taming of the Shrew
Various locations, free, 
through Aug 17

Valtesse
The Ruins, Sat July 27, 
7:30 pm, 10 pm, $65/$95

Vicinity/Memoryall: 
A Play
18th & Union, Thurs–Sat, 
$10–$20, through July 27

Vonnegut Unexpected: 
Kurt Vonnegut Improvised
Unexpected Productions’ 
Market Theater, Sun,  
8:30 pm, $10, through 
Aug 18

Wooden O: Romeo and 
Juliet
Various locations, free, 
through Aug 11

Wooden O: Twelfth Night
Various locations, free, 
through Aug 11

Short 
List

STEPHANIE GONOT

Ali Wong
July 18–21 at Paramount Theatre

COURTESY OF ACT THEATRE



36     JULY 17, 2019    THE STRANGER

Books & Talks

K
risten Arnett has amassed 
a large following on Twit-
ter, in part for refusing to 
reveal the location of a liz-
ard to 7-Eleven’s corporate 

Twitter account because she didn’t 
want to “narc” on 
her new reptilian 
friend. She had 
met the lizard 
in the course of 

her regular wine run to the conve-
nience store.

The only thing more Florida than 
that is her debut novel, Mostly Dead 
Things, which has caught fire in the 
press. This thing was written up in 
the New York Freaking Times and 
the God Damned Washington Post. 
National Public Radio described it 
using the most NPR phrase imag-
inable: “a satisfying journey.” Not 
bad for a debut novel on Tin House, 
a small press in Portland, Oregon.

This deeply weird and deeply 
queer novel begins with one of the most gor-
geously and gorily rendered first chapters 
I’ve read. Jessa-Lynn Morton’s father kills 
himself in his own taxidermy shop, leaving 
her to carry on the family business and to 
deal with the family’s damage, which is both 
extensive and embarrassing.

Dad has left the taxidermy shop in the 
red, and her mom’s new habit doesn’t ap-
pear to be helping. In response to the sui-
cide, she has begun ripping up the invento-
ry and transforming it into her art, which 

involves arranging the mounted animals 
into acrobatic sex positions and decorating 
them with ball gags and dildos.

To compound the grief, Jessa-Lynn still 
pines for Brynn, a longtime secret lover who 
eventually married and procreated with 
Jessa-Lynn’s brother. But Jessa-Lynn is 
also falling for Lucinda, an apparently icy 
art-gallery owner who has (much to Jes-
sa-Lynn’s chagrin) taken an interest in her 
mom’s taxidermy sex art.

Though they sometimes slow the pace 
of the story, Arnett’s rich, cinematic de-
scriptions of scenes that don’t typically 
warrant rich, cinematic descriptions set 

the reader firmly in the swamp-heat 
of Central Florida.

The paragraphs of description 
also give Arnett room to flex her keen 
observational humor. She makes you 
feel like a Florida insider, bestowing 
a knowing affection on the bad taste 
and brashness of her characters. An 
apron reading “LORD & MASTER 
OF THE GRILLE” and a plaque 
reading “BEST OF CENTRAL 
FLORIDA TAXIDERMY” —along 
with 100 percent of the dialogue in 
this book—will make you want to 
crack open a cheap beer and stick 
your feet in the kiddie pool.

The freakishly Freudian swirl 
of sex and death keeps the tension 
high. And Arnett’s literary elevation 
of the grotesque smartly embodies 
the primary philosophical question 
underlying the story. Jessa-Lynn 
and her father use honed craft and 
hard work to create pristine mounts 

of animals as they would have ideally 
appeared in the forest, while Jessa-Lynn’s 
mother rips up all of that work and shows 
the animals mid-coitus, with all the blood 
and guts and tooth and claw of life that re-
pulses and weirdly attracts us.

Which object most accurately represents 
humanity, then? The self ass-up with a ball 
gag stuffed in its mouth, or the self helping 
her friend cope with grief ? Mostly Dead 
Things gives us both, and along the way es-
tablishes Arnett as one of the South’s new 
top talents. ■

Sex and Death and Dead Animals
Novelist Kristen Arnett’s freak flag flies at full mast 

in Mostly Dead Things.
BY RICH SMITH

Top Picks
MON JULY 22

Elissa Washuta and Theresa 
Warburton: ‘Shapes of Native 
Nonfiction’
It makes all the sense 
in the world for Elissa 
Washuta—an erstwhile 
fixture of the Seattle 
literary scene who’s now 
flourishing in Ohio—to 
use craft as a way to 
shape this fantastic 
anthology of 27 Native 
American essays. In her own work, Washuta is 
known for wrapping her personal experiences 
and private theories around found forms, such as 
popular television scripts and reverse timelines. In 

Shapes of Native Nonfiction, she and Theresa War-
burton use concepts from the art of basket weav-
ing to coil and plait these coiled and plaited stories 
together. The book offers a collection of work 
from new and more established writers, including 
Stephen Graham Jones (Mapping the Interior and 
about a million others), Terese Marie Mailhot (Heart 
Berries), Billy-Ray Belcourt (a Griffin Poetry Prize 
winner and author of NDN Coping Mechanisms: 
Notes from the Field), and scholar Kim TallBear. 
(Central Library, 7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH

WED JULY 24

David Nickles: ‘Confronting 
Questions of Psychedelics’
In the past few years, psychedelics have been 
increasingly seen in a positive light as more 
people recognize their benefits and uses beyond 
recreational diversion, from treatment for 
depression to creativity enhancement to spiritual 
awakening, and attitudes have shifted from fear to 
curiosity and interest. Increasing research into the 

therapeutic uses of psilocybin has come back with 
positive results, and numerous publications, most 
recently the Economist, argue that this research 
should not be bogged down in legal difficulties. 
Even AOC is getting on the bandwagon; after filing 

legislation to encourage studies of psilocybin, ec-
stasy, and other drugs for medicinal use, she told 
the New York Post, “We need to get drugs and drug 
use out of criminal consideration and into medical 
consideration.” In sum, there’s no better time for a 
talk on “access, social control, and power dynam-
ics that have crystallized since the psychedelic 
revolution of the 1960s” by psychedelic advocate 
David Nickles, a moderator for the DMT-Nexus 
community and editor of the Nexian online journal. 
(Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5.) LEILANI POLK

Mark Arax: ‘The Dreamt Land’
Yes, climate change is responsible for the intensity 
of the droughts we see in California every summer. 
But capitalism really greased the wheels with 
this one. In The Dreamt Land: Chasing Water 
and Dust Across California, reporter Mark Arax 
offers a full history of California’s Central Valley 
region, a swath of land so promising that a US 
government survey said it could “harvest all the 
cultivated products of New England and Florida at 
once.” Financial interest in developing the land for 

KRISTEN ARNETT
Tues July 23
Elliott Bay Book 
Company, 7 pm, 
free

This deeply weird 
and queer novel  

begins gorgeously  
and gorily.

With her keen observational humor, Kristen Arnett is one of the South’s new top talents.
PHOTO BY MARIA JONES

COURTESY OF DAVID NICKLES
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agriculture (while paying the farmers very little) 
led to massive farming projects that more or less 
fucked up the whole water system. Despite all 
that, Arax, who was raised in the region and who 
has reported on it for his entire career, paints a 
gorgeous picture of the land and of the myriad 
subcultures still thriving or fighting to survive in 
that lonesome valley. (Elliott Bay Book Company, 
7 pm, free.) RICH SMITH

MON JULY 29

Jonathan Evison: ‘Lawn Boy’
Bainbridge Island 
author Jonathan 
Evison (All About Lulu, 
West of Here, and This 
Is Your Life, Harriet 
Chance!) will read from 
2018’s Lawn Boy, a 
hilarious-depressing 
novel about a Chicano 
landscape worker 
named Mike Muñoz who is desperately searching 
for a way out of his bleak life. Part of his escape 
involves writing. He wants to write the great 
American landscape novel, but he’s having trouble 
finding any recent examples to use as a template. 

Lawn Boy ends up becoming that example as 
Evison takes the reader on a journey through the 
American class system. Evison’s apparently real 
and very deep love of topiary serves as a respite 
from all the rough stuff Muñoz has to go through. 
(Third Place Books Lake Forest Park, 7 pm, free.) 
RICH SMITH

TUES JULY 30

Kevin O’Brien: ‘The Betrayed Wife’
Summer means breezing through thrillers, and 
you can’t really go wrong with a new one from 
Kevin O’Brien, a New York Times best-selling 
author and a member of the Seattle7Writers 
collective. O’Brien sets this story in Seattle, home 
to Sheila O’Rourke and her cheating-ass husband. 
When Sheila lets a teen claiming to be one of her 
husband’s long-lost children into their home, shit 
starts to get weird and every character starts to 
seem suspect. O’Brien is good about providing 
some substance with his confectionary stuff, so 
expect to tear through this gossipy, creepy book 
in a couple of days without feeling too empty 
inside. (Elliott Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free.) 
RICH SMITH

Ann Leckie
Central Library, Tues  
July 30, 7 pm, free

Jack Dann and  
Jonathan Strahan
University Book Store, 
Tues July 23, 7 pm, free

The Every Other
Vermillion, Wed July 31, 
8 pm, free

Margaret O’Mara: 
The Code
Third Place Books Lake 
Forest Park, Tues July 23, 
7 pm, free

Early Warnings
CHUCK KLOSTERMAN: RAISED IN CAPTIVITY Elliott Bay Book Company, Thurs Aug 8, 7 pm, free

JENNIFER DUMPERT: DREAMING ON THE EDGES OF MIND Town Hall, Wed Aug 14, 7:30 pm, $5

Short List

JOEL PICKFORD

Mark Arax
Wed July 24 at Elliott Bay
Book Company

JIM GARNER

Margaret 
O’Mara

SEATTLE AUTHOR

KIRA JANE BUXTON

Hollow Kingdom
BOOK LAUNCH EVENT!

Hollow Kingdom

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 at 7PM
Pre-order your copy at ThirdPlaceBooks.com

Lake Forest Park • 17171 Bothell Way NE • (206) 366-3333
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ACTIONESSE
It’ll be hard to fi nd a band louder and rowdier 
than Seattle-based post-hardcore punk mak-
ers Actionesse. Self-described as “post-horn-
core”—which should be a strange enough sell 
to draw you in—Actionesse boast horns that 
are often in a delightful screaming match with 
their howling vocalist. The loudness can get 
otherworldly. And fun. They once invited The 
Stranger to one of their house shows, and we 
saw the lead screamer dive o�  a piano, splat 
on the fl oor, and shout into a blasting trom-
bone. It was transformational. I would not be 
surprised if they inspired their audience to 
riot. (Fri, 7:45 pm, Cha Cha Stage) CHASE BURNS

AMINÉ
Remember when Rose City rapper 
Aminé took out that giant yel-
low billboard in Portland that 
read: “YES, THERE ARE 
BLACK PEOPLE IN PORT-
LAND”? Wild. The now LA-
based rapper is by no mea-
sure anyone’s underdog 
(his latest freestyle, “Plac-
es + Faces,” both boasts and 
laments his new “di� erent 
city every weekend”-type 
lifestyle), but there’s still 
something down-to-earth about 
him. ONEPOINTFIVE, Aminé’s 

most recent EP/mixtape/album/whatever, 
pulls from a diverse range of references (from 
Jack Black to Chingy), his moods quickly 
changing from refl ective (“Dr. Whoever”) to 
silly (“Cantu”). Plus, his shows often feature a 
giant, colorful, and interactive backdrop. (Sun, 
7:45 pm, Main Stage) JASMYNE KEIMIG

THE BLACK TONES
Blues-punk post-grunge makers/Hendrix-
ian rock-and-roll torchbearers the Black 
Tones are led by the fabulous Walker twins, 
with brother Cedric pounding out 
the heavy, calculated rhythms, and 
sister Eva belting it out in a rich, 
sonorous vocal that varies between 
full-bodied operatic and fuck-your-
face fierce. Sure, we recommend-
ed them as a must-see at last year’s CHBP, 

but that set surpassed even our own high 
expectations. And this year saw the re-

lease of their Jack Endino–produced 
debut full-length, Cobain & Corn-
bread, which they celebrated with 
a sold-out release show in April. 
The Black Tones have been gen-
erating a national buzz, too; they 
were included in a recent NPR 
shout-out highlighting 15 Seattle 
musicians redefi ning our city’s 

music “beyond grunge.” In sum, 
don’t sleep on this one. (Fri, 10:45 
pm, Neumos Stage) LEILANI POLK

CUCO
It’s hard not to sway to the bilingual dream pop 
of Cuco. His lo-fi  lullabies are infectious; “Lo 
Que Siento,” his most popular single, has more 
than 51 million streams on Spotify. But while 
his music is decidedly chill, this Hawthorne, 
California–based solo artist has been down 
a tumultuous path producing his fi rst album, 
Para Mi, out July 26. Last October, Cuco and 
his band were involved in a terrible car acci-
dent that wiped out most of the album’s mate-
rial. But now, after recovering, the 21-year-old 
is one of the most sought after rising artists, re-
cently the subject of a bidding war that culmi-
nated with Interscope—the record label that’s 
home to Billie Eilish, Lady Gaga, and Lana Del 
Rey, among many others—buying him out for 
seven fi gures. SEVEN! His brokenhearted love 
songs are about to be everywhere. I’m not mad 
about it. (Sun, 9 pm, Vera Stage) CHASE BURNS

DYED
Seattle quartet DYED peddle e� usive post-
punk and danceable, synth-powered rock 
from the Reagan years with a well-earned 

hauteur. They’re a party band, but 
they also lace their songs with caus-
tic guitar textures and ill keyboard 
oscillations (I swear that “First 
Bourne” mimics the crazy fi brilla-
tions of “Fuck Machine” o�  The Holy 

Mountain soundtrack), the better to fi ll you 
with a subliminal paranoia as you dance your 
worries away. DYED’s potent sonic cocktails 
are going to sound fantastically apropos in the 
Cha Cha’s scarlet-hued, fever-dreamy base-
ment. (Sat, 6:45 pm, Cha Cha Stage) DAVE SEGAL

HANSSEN
Newly instated into the rotation of KEXP’s 
long-running Expansions program, techno/
house DJ/producer Hanssen has garnered 
yet one more impressive achievement in a 
career that dates back to the late 1990s with 
the great left-fi eld house duo Jacob London. 

For decades prior to this promotion, Hans-
sen has been spinning engrossing sets in area 
clubs and producing a body of work that en-
compasses kosmische ambient and playful, 
melodious tech-house for labels such as Hush 
Hush, Pleasure Boat, and Innerfl ight. This is 
a rare chance to experience a master of un-
derground dance music do her transcendent 
thing. (Fri, 7:45 pm, Wildrose Stage) DAVE SEGAL

JPEGMAFIA
The rare youngish American rapper to get fea-
tured in highbrow British magazine the Wire, 
JPEGMAFIA (aka Jamaican American MC 
Barrington Hendricks) has used his experi-
ence of racism in Alabama and travels in the 
air force to shape his lyrical outlook and sonic 
approach—both of which are among the most 
galvanizing in modern hip-hop. Hendricks’s 
military service has likely conferred a rug-
ged discipline to his MCing and production 
skills—as well as a biting cynicism and dark-
ness that are exhilarating. His latest album, 
2018’s Veteran, is a wild ride through rhyth-
mic and verbal extremism. JPEGMAFIA’s 
set is destined to be a Block Party highlight. 
(Fri, 5 pm, Main Stage) DAVE SEGAL

LIZZO
Lizzo is hot shit right now, and for one very 
important reason: Cuz I Love You, her righ-
teously excellent third full-length. Its cuts 
range from satisfying to hell-fucking-yeah 
fi st-pumping, ass-quaking, get-down-with-
your-fi ne-self perfection, e� ortlessly cruising 
between pop, R&B, funk, hip-hop, and rock, 
often in a single track, and encompassing 
soulful torch songs and kiss-o� s (“Cuz I Love 
You,” “Jerome,”), dirty, slinky, Prince-chan-
neling grooves (“Crybaby,” “Lingerie”), good-
time bops (“Juice”), and saucy club-bangers 
(“Tempo” with Missy Elliott, “Exactly How 
I Feel” featuring Gucci Mane). Check the 
deluxe edition for “Boys,” “Water Me,” and 
“Truth Hurts,” the last prompting your best 
stank-face hip-shrug, like how you look be-
fore you’re about to read a bitch. Lizzo sings, 
rhymes, and plays the fl ute with surprising 
athleticism. She is, quite simply, a badass. 
(Sat, 10:30 pm, Main Stage) LEILANI POLK

The Top 20 for Your Block Party Money
See these acts at the 23rd annual Capitol Hill Block Party. Thank us later.

BY CHASE BURNS, JASMYNE KEIMIG, LEILANI POLK, AND DAVE SEGAL

C
apitol Hill Block Party is officially upon us. The 
23rd edition of the three-day multistage mid-
summer music festival features more than 60 
acts spread over outdoor stages and in clubs 
around a several-block radius in Seattle’s hip-

pest neighborhood. Under-agers sneak in alcohol and 
weed. Over-agers grumble about dealing with all the 
young fucks. The crowds on Pike Street often thicken 
to a claustrophobic’s worst nightmare. However, we’ve 
managed to make at least one element of your experi-
ence manageable: picking which acts to see. Below are 
the performers who’ve earned our highest recommenda-
tions—the top 20 that’ll give you the most bang for your 
buck and are most likely to cause FOMO among your 
friends who bailed.

CAPITOL HILL 
BLOCK PARTY

July 19–21, Pike St 
and 12th Ave, 
$70–$300,

partly all ages

COURTESY OF CHBP

COURTESY OF CHBP

COURTESY OF CHBP



40     JULY 17, 2019    THE STRANGER



THE STRANGER     JULY 17, 2019    41Capitol Hill Block Party

CHBP

MICHETE
Queer Seattle pop star Michete has a pro-
clivity for the earwormy, the gutter, the club. 
Which is to say, her music is really fucking 
fun. Which is to say, I’ve been listening to 
“Miss Shitty” on repeat after hearing it 
during an intermission at a Kremwerk drag 
show. “Hey, I’m young Miss Shitty / young 
Miss Cunt, bitch / Run this city” has been on 
an endless loop in my brain. The only thing I 
want to hear after a night out dancing is her 
dick-sucking anthem “Yum Yum Big Slurp,” 
and sometimes, yes, I need a reminder that 
I’m a “Stupid Girl,” that I’m a dumb bitch. 
Michete—who produces all her own beats—
is a very quotable, very boppable good time. 
(Sat, 6:45 pm, Barboza Stage) JASMYNE KEIMIG

MITSKI
Recently, I’ve been thinking a lot about a 
tweet from Brooklyn-based rock star Mits-
ki’s (now deleted) Twitter account: “I used to 
rebel by destroying myself but realized that’s 
awfully convenient to the world. For some of 
us our best revolt is self-preservation.” This 
fucks me up (in a good way). I keep it close. 
Still riding the wave of her fifth release, 2018’s 
Be the Cowboy, the classically trained musi-
cian morphed her trademark angsty, fuzzy, 
guitar-heavy sound into something lusher 
and more danceable. “Nobody” pulses with 
disco-influenced beats, while “Lonesome 
Love” has country twang, but beneath ev-
erything is still a throbbing, a wanting, an 
unheard desire. (Fri, 7:30 pm, Main Stage) 
JASMYNE KEIMIG

PEACH PIT
Peach Pit describe their style as “chewed up 
bubblegum pop”—which is fitting—but I’d add 
that their sound is also informed by a heavy 
dose of “dad rock.” And earnestness. The  
indie-rock outfit from Vancouver, BC (though 
you’d think they were Georgia natives), com-
bine clean, complex, and jammy guitar riffs 
with narrative and unique lyricism. “Seven-
teen” is a bright, upbeat tune about being an 
asshole teen; “Alrighty Aphrodite” is a broody, 
riff-heavy rumination on a fickle lover. If 
their Audiotree Live page is any indication, 
Peach Pit give a solid live performance. 
And, like cartoon characters, they wear the 
exact same clothes at seemingly every public 
appearance. Keep an eye out. (Fri, 9:30 pm,  
Vera Stage) JASMYNE KEIMIG

PHANTOGRAM
The New York two-piece led by musicians 
Sarah Barthel and Josh Carter purvey elec-
tro rock that culls elements of trip-hop 
and dream pop, but has surprising teeth. 
Their synth textures are thick, fuzzy, and 

room-filling; the pair makes three times as 
much sound in a live setting as you expect 
from just two people. Barthel’s sweet sopra-
no can be both ethereal and commanding, 
while Carter’s occasional contributions 
range from straightforward to pitch-shift-
ed and warped (see: “Turn It Off,” “Running 
from the Cops”). He also lends his pipes to 
new, big-beat-driven, hope-amid-the-mel-
ancholy single “Into Happiness,” which 
apparently “embodies the personal journey 
that both of us have taken since we released 
[2016’s] Three; it’s been a long path, coming 
out of the darkness and into the light.” (Fri, 
10:45 pm, Main Stage) LEILANI POLK

RED RIBBON
Seattle’s Red Ribbon have been on a rapid 
ascent during their brief existence while 
undergoing many personnel changes. For 
this Block Party appearance, the lineup 
will consist of guitarist/vocalist and former 
Dræmhouse member Emma Danner, flau-
tist Veronica Dye (TERMINATor), bassist 
Matt Berry, keyboardist Patrick Latham, 
and drummer Josh Hart. Red Ribbon cre-
ate chill, midnight-blue rock that induces 
nuanced degrees of elation and melancholy, 
and their 2018 album Dark Party is a self- 
explanatory gem. Its hushed, alluring songs 
have filled the void left by Hardly Art stars 
La Luz when they departed Seattle for LA. 
(Fri, 7 pm, Neumos Stage) DAVE SEGAL

SPESH
Enthralled with British indie rock and the 
short-lived “baggy” movement of the late-
1980s/early-1990s, Seattle’s Spesh sound 
like they’re ready to be signed by Creation, 
the legendary label that released so many de-
finitive shoegaze and Britpop records. For-
merly of pop-punk faves Boyfriends, singer 
Michael McKinney channels charismatic 
English vocalists such as the Stone Roses’ 
Ian Brown, Happy Mondays’ Shaun Ryder, 
and Adorable’s Pete Fijalkowski. Spesh’s 
debut album on Killroom, Famous World, 
abounds with beguiling, buoyant songs that 
chime with a muted optimism and ingra-
tiate themselves within seconds. I don’t 
wanna jinx them, but I predict Spesh’s sly, 
melodious rock will be much bigger by 2020. 
(Sat, 5:45 pm, Cha Cha Stage; Sun, 7:45 pm,  
Barboza Stage) DAVE SEGAL

STILL WOOZY
The Oakland artist otherwise known as 
Sven Gamsky doesn’t have a huge amount 

BAO NGO

CHARLES REAGAN
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of recorded material under his Still Woozy 
alias—the fresh 2019 Lately EP and several 
stand-alone singles—but what’s available is 
bright, breezy, languid anti-pop crafted in 
his garage with a combination of electronics 
(synths, drum pads) and organic instrumen-
tation (guitar, bass, piano). Gamsky has a 
hushed cooing vocal that can reach falsetto 
notes while maintaining its lovely sighing 
quality in songs like the swishing and skid-
ding bossa-nova-influenced “Ipanema” (fea-
turing Omar Apollo and Elujay), the sump-
tuous amorousness of “Habit,” or the easy, 
bouncy of Montreal–evocative “Lava.” (Sat, 
9:45 pm, Vera Stage) LEILANI POLK

TERMINATor
Featuring former members of Rose Win-
dows and Dræmhouse, Seattle trio TERMI-
NATor are one of our city’s most interesting 
rock groups. Their sound is at once method-
ical and ramshackle, their guitar tones red-
olent of 4AD goth/post-punk iconoclasts 
such as (early) Dead Can Dance and Dif 
Juz, and their use of FX’d flute is a goddamn 
blessing that adds a disorienting eeriness 
to their songs. TERMINATor—drummer/
flautist Veronica Dye, synth/bassist/guitar-
ist Lauren Rodriguez, and guitarist Albie—
come at rock from oblique angles and refute 
the commonly held notion that bands need 
to be “tight” to be good. It is exactly their 
loose-limbed offness that makes TERMINA-
Tor’s music a slow-motion epiphany. (Sun, 
5:45 pm, Cha Cha Stage) DAVE SEGAL

TOE JAM
Toe Jam was initially started as a recurring, 
very underground event that sought to unite 
the rap and hip-hop movers and shakers from 
the Puget Sound area under one roof. To party. 
Though still operating somewhat secretive-
ly, Toe Jam now partners with big sponsors 
like Red Bull (and CHBP). This after-hours  
dance night is sure to feature some of the best 
hip-hop DJs in the area, as well as being one 
of the best places to dance and twerk as much 
as you please. (Sun, 11:30 pm, Neumos Stage) 
JASMYNE KEIMIG

TRES LECHES
Another group that earned some love in that 
NPR piece about bands redefining Seattle 
music, Tres Leches are a power trio in the 
untraditional sense: There are three mem-
bers (Alaia D’Alessandro, Ulises Mariscal, 
and Zander Yates), but none of them are an-
chored to their instruments, instead trad-
ing off between guitar, bass, and drums. And 
their sound isn’t static, either. Their self-

styled genre description is pretty apt—“art 
punk, distortion pop, dark basement”—and 
finds them flexing their chops within an es-
tablished theme before gracefully (or rau-
cously) sliding into another one. Check out 
“Reading Rainbow” off 2018 debut studio 
LP Amorfo for archetypal Tres Leches. It’s a 
fine slice of seething weirdness and crunchy 
intrigue marked by odd melodic flourishes, 
staccato lead shouts, and backing vocals that 
swirl, coo, and echo in ghostly layers. (Sat, 
6:30 pm, Neumos Stage) LEILANI POLK

A TRIBE CALLED RED
Blending the sounds and sensibilities of First 
Nations powwows with the blaring syncopat-
ed rhythmic patterns of dubstep, Canadian 
DJ collective A Tribe Called Red create a new 
context through which we can celebrate and 
experience contemporary indigenous cul-
tures. “All we really did was match up dance 
music with dance music,” founding member 
Ian Campeau (DJ NDN) told Al Jazeera back 
in 2013. Campeau has since left the group, 
but that revelation—though simple—is key 
in understanding ATCR’s approach to music. 
The collective is currently made up of Bear 
Witness (Cayuga First Nation) and 2oolman 
(Mohawk, of the Six Nations of the Grand 
River). (Sat, 11 pm, Vera Stage) JASMYNE KEIMIG

YVES TUMOR
Yves Tumor is the project of Florida-born, 
Italy-based Sean Bowie. The experimental 
electronic music producer’s moody songs 
can invoke disorientation—sporadic beats, 
screeching stringed instruments, Tumor’s 
voice careening through the fuzz straight 
to your eardrums. But there are undeniable 
layers of punk, hip-hop, and soul throughout. 
“Licking an Orchid” is a strangely sexy and 
acidic love song, and “Noid” is an energet-
ic neo-disco number that takes a left turn 
into a jarring and satisfying cacophony of 
electronic goodness. Tumor’s voice is the 
through line here, at once disaffected but 
grounded, pleading and stone-faced. (Sun, 
7:30 pm, Vera Stage) JASMYNE KEIMIG

LAUREN RODRIGUEZ

CARLOS CRUZ

COURTESY OF CHBP
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MAIN STAGE VERA STAGE NEUMOS STAGE BARBOZA STAGE CHA CHA STAGE

2:00–3:00 PM

3:00–4:00 PM

4:00–5:00 PM

5:00–6:00 PM

6:00–7:00 PM

7:00–8:00 PM

8:00–9:00 PM

9:00–10:00 PM

10:00–11:00 PM

11:00 PM–12:00 AM

12:00 AM–1:00 AM

1:00 AM–2:00 AM

SLOUCHER

JACK HARLOW

DENZEL CURRY

JUNGLE

AMINÉ

RL GRIME

MAÑANERO

TERMINATOR

COLLATE

THE CAROLS

RAZOR CLAM

NËSTRÄ

NIÑA

UMI

ACTORS

MIKE

YVES TUMOR

CUCO

YUNG HEAZY

PSA

MICHIGANDER

TAYLOR ELIZZA BETH

NICK WEAVER

DREAMCATCHR

KUNG FOO GRIP

BREAKS AND SWELLS

TOE JAM

I M U R

FLEETWOOD SNACK

CHRIS KING AND THE GUTTERBALLS

EPISCOOL

JASON MCCUE

SPESH

MARSHALL LAW BAND

MAIN STAGE VERA STAGE NEUMOS STAGE BARBOZA STAGE CHA CHA STAGE

2:00–3:00 PM

3:00–4:00 PM

4:00–5:00 PM

5:00–6:00 PM

6:00–7:00 PM

7:00–8:00 PM

8:00–9:00 PM

9:00–10:00 PM

10:00–11:00 PM

11:00 PM–12:00 AM

12:00 AM–1:00 AM

1:00 AM–2:00 AM

VALLEY MAKER

ROMARO FRANCESWA

SHALLOU

SABA

CHELSEA CUTLER

SNAKEHIPS

LIZZO

SPESH

DYED

DEAD WAVE

LOUNGETTES

SWISH BLADE

PHONO PONY

READER

COLD COMFORT

MICHETE

BASINS

THE SPIDER FERNS

BIDDADAT

TOLLEFSON

HONEYPOT

I WILL KEEP YOUR GHOST

WILD POWWERS

KASSA OVERALL

HOUSES

VAGABON

AYOKAY

STILL WOOZY

A TRIBE CALLED RED

PERRY PORTER

OK SWEATHEART

SAMURI DEL

TRES LECHES

SCARLET PARKE

PLASTIC PICNIC

BOOMBOX KID

MAIN STAGE VERA STAGE NEUMOS STAGE BARBOZA STAGE CHA CHA STAGE

2:00–3:00 PM

3:00–4:00 PM

4:00–5:00 PM

5:00–6:00 PM

6:00–7:00 PM

7:00–8:00 PM

8:00–9:00 PM

9:00–10:00 PM

10:00–11:00 PM

11:00 PM–12:00 AM

12:00 AM–1:00 AM

1:00 AM–2:00 AM

SECRET SUPERPOWER

SCHOOL OF ROCK

ILLUMINATI HOTTIES

EVAN GIIA

ROBOTAKI

PEACH PIT

 MEDASIN

ERIN RAE & THE HEARTBEETS

MIRRORGLOSS

RED RIBBON

RUDY

BEARAXE

BLACK TONES

THE BOUNCE (BEEBA)

CROOKED COLOURS

JPEGMAFIA 

EKALI

MITSKI

BIG WILD

PHANTOGRAM

SELECT LEVEL

BLOOD DRUGS

ACTIONESSE

WIMPS

UK GOLD

DECENT AT BEST

CLUB SODA

HEAD TO HEAD

FLUENCIE

LITTLE WINS

HOSHIN

DOUBLE SUNRISE CLUB

JULY 19

JULY 20

JULY 21

CHBP

MAIN STAGE
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SHOWBOXPRESENTS.COM

DEERHUNTEr+
DIRTY PROJECTORS VALERIE JUNE SUNN O)))

WITH PAPA M
KATCHAFIRE

WITH EARTHKRY

JULY 20  | 9:00PM AUGUST 18  | 8:00PM SEPTEMBER 11  | 8:30PM SEPTEMBER 15  | 8:00PM

BILLY STRINGS POLO & PAN SABRINA 
CLAUDIO

SCOTTY SIRE
WITH TODDY SMITH

FEAT. BRUCE WIEGNER 
& CHRIS BLOOM

SEPTEMBER 28  | 9:00PM SEPTEMBER 24 | 8:00PM OCTOBER 3 | 8:00PM OCTOBER 7 | 8:00PM

STIFF LITTLE 
FINGERS

WITH THE AVENGERS

INGRID
MICHAELSON GRANDSON CARAVAN 

PALACE
OCTOBER 8  | 8:00PM OCTOBER 12 | 9:00PM OCTOBER 13  | 8:00PM OCTOBER 17  | 8:30PM

CAAMP MUMIY TROLLL TIFFANY 
YOUNG

CHELSEA 
WOLFE

WITH IONNA GIKA

OCTOBER 24  | 8:30PM OCTOBER 27 | 8:30PM OCTOBER 29  | 8:00PM NOVEMBER 20  | 8:30PM

SUNN O)))

THE

MAYDAY PARADE + 
STATE CHAMPS

WITH MOM JEANS., JUST FRIENDS

YELLOW CLAW
WITH HEKLER FLYING LOTUS DEMONS & 

WIZARDS
WITH LIZZY BORDEN, TYR

JULY 31  | 6:30PM AUGUST 9  | 9:00PM AUGUST 11  | 8:00PM AUGUST 20  | 7:30PM

BANKS
WITH KEVIN GARRETT

HOBO JOHNSON & 
THE LOVEMAKERS

GWAR
WITH SACRED REICH, 
TOXIC HOLOCAUST,

 AGAINST THE GRAIN

MATT AND KIM
SEPTEMBER 25  | 9:00PM OCTOBER 9  | 8:00PM OCTOBER 21  | 7:30PM NOVEMBER 2  | 8:00PM

JOJO SIWA
WITH THE BELLES

CAKE &
BEN FOLDS
WITH TALL HEIGHTS

DEATH CAB 
FOR CUTIE

WITH CAR SEAT HEADREST

MAGGIE
ROGERS

WITH NOW, NOW

AUGUST 18  | MARYMOOR PARK SEPTEMBER 6  | MARYMOOR PARK SEPTEMBER 8  | MARYMOOR PARK SEPTEMBER 14  | WAMU THEATER

ERIC ANDRE
DROPKICK MURPHYS 

+ CLUTCH
WITH HATEBREED, RUSS 

RANKIN OF GOOD RIDDANCE

BABYMETAL
WITH THE HU GRIZ

SEPTEMBER 21  | MOORE THEATRE OCTOBER 15  | WAMU THEATER OCTOBER 16  | PARAMOUNT THEATRE OCTOBER 17  | PARAMOUNT THEATRE

http://showboxpresents.com/
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Top Picks
THURS JULY 18

Mind Your Own Uterus  
Benefit Show
  ROCK/POP   There’s a dumpster fire in the White 
House, and it’s been spreading across the country. 
The South has been hit hardest. Government leaders 
have been passing aggressive anti-abortion laws 
with the potential to spur legal battles that could 
go all the way to a conservative-led SCOTUS and 
challenge Roe v. Wade. It’s a dire time. Fundraisers 
like this one, to benefit the Yellowhammer Fund (a 
reproductive justice organization that provides aid to 
those seeking care at one of Alabama’s three abor-
tion clinics as well as helping with other barriers to 
access), have never felt more urgent and necessary. 
Leading the bill is Breaks and Swells, who craft a 
peppy fusion of horn-escorted R&B, neo soul, disco 
pop, vintage rock, and funky fresh jazz as driven by 
the cotton-candy lead belts of Marquetta Miller. 
Claire George, La Fonda, Motus, and Wolfchild are 
also performing. (Neumos, 7 pm, $10.) LEILANI POLK

The Raconteurs
  ROCK/POP   The most successful Jack White side 
project—co-led with lesser-known but no less tal-
ented rock songwriter Brendan Benson, plus bassist 
“Little” Jack Lawrence (the Dead Weather, City 
and Colour) and drummer Patrick Keeler (Afghan 
Whigs)—craft some mighty fine rock tunes. (You’ve 
likely heard crunchy strutting debut single “Steady 

as She Goes.”) Over the course of the Raconteurs’ 
14-year tenure, they’ve dropped three LPs. The one 
that brings them to town, this year’s Help Us Strang-
er, is their first since 2008, and it’s a solid comeback, 
from earwormy barn-burning opener “Bored and 
Razed” to the lush, trippy, banjo-flecked delibera-
tion of set closer “Thoughts and Prayers.” (WaMu 
Theater, 8 pm, all ages, $57/$89.) LEILANI POLK

Spontaneous Rex, Spyn Reset, 
Swingset
  ROCK/POP   Deep respect to any bands striving 
to grapple with the daunting legacies of jazz 
fusion and prog rock this late in the 21st century. 
Seattle’s Spyn Reset and Spontaneous Rex have 
applied their phenomenal instrumental dexterity 
to songs that take you on serpentine thrill rides in 
odd time signatures and with flamboyant melo-
dies that would make John McLaughlin and Chick 
Corea prick up their ears. For proof, go directly to 
Spontaneous Rex’s Bandcamp and play “The Early 
Adventures of Pro Fresh.” It’s a complex matrix 
of Miles Davis’s fervid funk, Larry Coryell’s guitar 
pyrotechnics, Jaco Pastorius’s absurdly nimble 
bass lines, and spacey, “Dark Star”-like jamming. 
Bring your longest attention span and a sweat 
band. (Sunset Tavern, 8 pm, $10.) DAVE SEGAL

FRI JULY 19

Bob Log III, GravelRoad,  
Ghost Train Trio
  ROCK/POP   What a bangin’ lineup! Ghost Train 
Trio play driving, melodic rock. GravelRoad dish up 
blues rock, and were once T-Model Ford’s backing 

group. And then there’s goddamn Bob Log III, the 
king of one-man bands. According to me, “He don’t 
need help to get around to get on his get down. 
His ‘bass guitar’ is his thumb, his right-hand fingers 
strum and pick while his left-hand fingers hammer 
out the ‘melody.’ He sings, er, hollers through an old 
landline phone receiver fixed into an old motorcy-
cle helmet, and his feet knock out the beats!” (The 
Funhouse, 9 pm, $15/$18.) MIKE NIPPER

Chris Cohen, Dear Nora,  
Zach Burba
  ROCK/POP   When you get the urge to hear earnest, 
white-guy indie rock (which happens with some 
regularity, judging by how much of the stuff 
circulates at any given moment), you could do—
and have done—much worse than to put on some 
Chris Cohen. The former Deerhoof guitarist writes 
songs that wear their melancholy lightly, their 
hangdog melodies spangling winsomely; they’re an 
introvert’s delight. There’s nothing mind-blowing 
about Cohen’s music, but its low-key charms and 
his pleasantly affectless voice—which may be 
construed upon cursory listens as slack—should 

not be underestimated. He’s a deceptively intricate 
tunesmith. (Sunset Tavern, 9 pm, $13.) DAVE SEGAL

Juan MacLean
  DJ   Once a guitarist for electro-tinged, post-hard-
core curmudgeons Six Finger Satellite (Sub Pop 
MVPs in the ’90s), Juan MacLean has developed 
into a durable producer and DJ of better-than-aver-
age house music for the prestigious DFA label over 
the last 17 years. His DJ sets are marked by slightly 
quirky and funky cuts that can veer from robotic 
to soulful within a couple of crossfades. And he’s 
been known to mix Laurie Anderson’s left-field 
1981 hit “O Superman” into bumping house and 
electroclash sets and make it work. Check out  
MacLean’s 2017 Brooklyn Boiler Room DJ perfor-
mance on YouTube for a primer on his effective aes-
thetic. (Kremwerk, 10 pm–3 am, $12.) DAVE SEGAL

SAT JULY 20

Deerhunter, Dirty Projectors
  ROCK/POP   Experimental rock band Deerhunter 
have a certain clanginess to their music that is 
easy to identify. Led by Brandon Cox (whose 
solo project Atlas Sound is even more fried and 
delicious), the band’s body of work encompasses 
many genres—from shoegazey pop to lo-fi garage 
rock and back again. Over it all is Cox’s distinct 
drawl, which helped define, for many, what indie 
rock sounded like in the mid-to-late aughts. Deer-
hunter’s most recent album (their eighth), 2019’s 
Why Hasn’t Everything Already Disappeared?, 
was recorded in rural Texas. The dust is most 
apparent in the twanginess of certain tracks that 
go in unpredictable directions. Joining them on 
tour is equally cool, bizarrely fun art-rock/alt-R&B 
group Dirty Projectors. (The Showbox, 9 pm, all 
ages, $25/$30.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

Depth: Silent Servant,  
Kristen Dalen, Yamanaka
  DJ   Silent Servant’s annual appearances at Krem-
werk’s dank bunker always bring a potent dose of 
dark, stark techno, a commodity essential to any 
music aficionado’s diet—at least in my twisted 
view. The LA DJ/producer and former Sandwell 
District member is one of the most dependable 
champions for the kind of club music that simul-
taneously reflects a sense of looming catastrophe 
and provides the catharsis to cope with it. Seattle 
DJs Kristen Dalen and Yamanaka should set the 
tone well with their own savvy selections in the 
banging, psychedelic techno realm. (Kremwerk,  
10 pm, $12.) DAVE SEGAL

The Raconteurs
Thurs July 18 at WaMu Theater

Deerhunter

Chris Cohen

DAVID JAMES SWANSON
COURTESY OF 4AD

EBRU YILDIZ
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Youth Brigade, Lower Class 
Brats, the Bridge City Sinners, 
Ground Score
  METAL/PUNK   Forty years later, the “sound and 
fury” of the three Stern brothers’ Youth Brigade is 
still in “full force,” and they’re still fighting to unite 
the kids! Their first two LPs, both titled Sound and 
Fury, are 1980s SoCal hardcore classics, which 
helped engender progressive thinking for a genera-
tion of outcasts. The rest of tonight’s thrash-a-
thon will be just as raucous, what with Lower 
Class Brats’ street punk, Ground Score’s melodic 
1990s punk, and Bridge City Sinners’ acoustic 
folk. (Highline, 9 pm, $17/$20.) MIKE NIPPER

MON JULY 22

Corespondents, the Sheen, 
Shitty Person
  ROCK/POP   Seattle band Corespondents (Olie 
Eshleman, Doug Arney, Kieran Harrison- 
Buhlinger, and Todd Arney) have been around 
a while, though I am only now discovering their 
high-quality brand of trippy music. They mix all 
the elements I love, from psych, to surf, experi-
mental, and lo-fi alt rock, infusing generous dash-
es of vintage-vibing world music (cumbia, West 
African rock, East Asian folk, Italo-Western music) 
and using instruments ranging from bouzouki to 
dan bao to achieve their intriguing sonic textures. 
(Sunset Tavern, 8 pm, $10.) LEILANI POLK

TUES JULY 23

Beast Coast, Joey Bada$$, 
Flatbush Zombies, the Under-
achievers, Kirk Knight, Nyck 
Caution, Powers Pleasant, CJ Fly
  HIP-HOP/RAP   To be real, this lineup has a lot of 
people on it. A lot. Headliner Beast Coast are a 
Brooklyn-based supergroup composed of every-
one already on the lineup. Of particular note is 
Joey Bada$$—who you might recognize from his 
role in Mr. Robot—with his solid flow and ear for 
the golden era of hip-hop. I’d also keep an eye out 
for Flatbush Zombies, whose brand of psyche-
delic, hallucinogenic, and confrontational rap is a 
bit frightening, but a compelling listen. “Regular 
and Complex (GNB),” a cut off their 2013 mixtape 
BetterOffDEAD, was so good, it forced me to 
watch John Singleton’s classic film Baby Boy (the 
song samples a character’s monologue from the 

film). (WaMu Theater, 7 pm, all ages, $43–$138.) 
JASMYNE KEIMIG

WED JULY 24

Hibou, Sleeping Lessons,  
Beverly Crusher
  ROCK/POP   Seattle-based musician Peter Michel 
is the creative fuel powering Hibou, a bed-
room-pop project that he started after extensive 
tours as a live member of Craft Spells. This 
hometown show kicks off a short run of dates 
celebrating the release of Hibou’s third LP and 
Barsuk Records outing Halve, a blend of shim-
mery ethereal pop and dreamy new-wave-in-
fluenced dance tunes built on sticky layered 
melodies, with Michel’s whispery sweet vocals 
floating over top. According to press materials, 
his wistful, swooning record addresses “the 
dichotomies confronting every young adult in 
the 21st century: the division between childhood 
and adulthood, self and society, authenticity 
and superficiality.” (Chop Suey, 7 pm, $12/$16.) 
LEILANI POLK

THURS JULY 25

The Mekons, Sun Foot
  ROCK/POP   The Mekons are old enough and 
cool enough to have an album bearing liner 
notes written by Lester Bangs. Let that sink in. 
Beginning in the Leeds, England, punk/post-punk 
scene, the Mekons avoided dogmas associated 
with those genres and created some of the most 
interesting songs of that most interesting time/
place, coming off like a more idiosyncratic, less 
funky version of Leeds mates Gang of Four. I 
haven’t followed the Mekons’ productive career 

Hibou
Wed July 24 at Chop Suey

The Mekons

GEORGE BAKER

RICKY MALPAS
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since the mid-1980s, when they relocated to Chi-
cago and embraced roots rock with gusto while 
putting a politically conscious British spin on it. 
But many respected critics have loved them for 
decades, and who are you to dispute respected 
critics? The Mekons are on tour supporting 
Deserted, a gush of ambitious, inspirational rock. 
(Tractor Tavern, 9 pm, $25.) DAVE SEGAL

FRI JULY 26

Orquestra Pacifico Tropical, 
Terror/Cactus, DJ Chilly
  WORLD/LATIN   Composed of 11 members, 
Portland’s r uestra Pacifico Tropical bring the 
happy noise. With trumpets, maracas, guitars, 
drums, and accordions in hand, the group pays 
respect to cumbia beats and rhythms from 
across Latin America. Seattle’s Terror/Cactus are 
like cumbia on acid. Psychedelic and electrified, 
their music reinterprets the genre, compelling 
you to move, but like maybe some trippers might 
be fun, too? The two bands will be joined by 
DJ Chilly, the producer and host of El Sonido, 
KEXP’s “modern Latin mixshow” that airs on 
Monday nights and which you should abso-
lutely be listening to. (Clock-Out Lounge, 9 pm, 
$10/$12.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

Sumac, Thrones, Cascades, 
Blightmaker
  METAL/PUNK   How many American rock groups 
possess the intensity and gravity to collaborate 
with Japanese experimental-noise-rock legend 
Keiji Haino? Not many, but Northwest trio Sumac 
earned that honor with 2018’s American Dollar 
Bill… and this year’s Even for just the briefest mo-

ment…. What these releases reveal is Sumac’s 
ability to create an exquisite tension in the 
context of minimalist metal and sculptural noise 
rock. These musicians traffic in heady realms, 
reconfiguring metal to a severe degree not heard 
since Caspar Brötzmann Massaker dropped 
those stealth-bomb-like records in the 1980s 
and ’90s. The last Sumac album proper, 2018’s 
Love in Shadow, is brutal yet brainy death metal 
distinguished by Aaron Turner’s more-guttural-
than-thou vocals and epic, labyrinthine song 
structures. (Substation, 9 pm, $18.) DAVE SEGAL

SAT JULY 27

Talib Kweli, Niko IS, Mostafa,  
DJ Indica Jones
  HIP-HOP/RAP   Okay, I’ll admit it—whenever I hear 
or see Talib Kweli, I think of that part from Kanye’s 
“Get ’Em High” he was featured on. “And bring a 
friend for my friend, his name Kweli / (You mean 
Talib? Lyrics sticks to your rib) / I mean (That’s my 
favorite CD that I play at my crib) / I mean (You 
don’t really know him, why is you lying?)” The 
Brooklyn-based MC has enjoyed an illustrious 
career, from releasing solid solo material (“Never 
Been in Love,” anyone?) to forming one half of 
hip-hop duo Black Star (along with Yasiin Bey, 
fka Mos ef). weli’s lyricism, flow, and top-tier 
performances make him unmissable. (Nectar,  
8 pm, $32–$35.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

T
al

ib
 K

w
el

i

Sumac

DOROTHY HONG 

FAITH COLOCCIA

Broken Social Scene
July 29–30 at Neptune Theatre

RED LIGHT MANAGEMENT 

DUO & SANCTUARY AT ADMIRAL PRESENTS

FRIDAY AUGUST 2ND 2019
DOORS OPEN @ 7:30PM!

TICKETS @ 
WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM/EVENT4281366

OR LINK FROM SANCTUARYATADMIRAL.COM

SANCTUARY AT ADMIRAL 2656 42ND AVE SEATTLE, WA 98116

RANDY HANSEN
ON THE MAIN STAGE

@ 9PM

TIM TURNER DUO
IN THE SPEAKEASY

@ 8PM

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/EVENT4281366
http://sanctuaryatadmiral.com/


 
Nectar Lounge
412 N 36th St
206.632.2020

www.nectarlounge.com

7.23 Tuesday 
(Hip-Hop)

NAPPY ROOTS
Grandmasters, Gifted 

Youngstaz, DJ Indica Jones

7.27 Saturday
(Hip-Hop)

TALIB KWELI
Niko IS, Mostafa, DJ Indica 

Jones

7.28 Sunday (Reggae)
ANUHEA + 

SPAWNBREEZIE

7.30 Tuesday
(Hip-Hop)

DEVIN THE DUDE
G.A.S. (Grynch, Jesús Spades 

& Stefo), DJ Indica Jones

8.7 Wednesday
(Jazz/Funk)

GHOST-NOTE 
(TWO SETS!)
Set 1: 8:30-9:40 pm, 
Set 2: 10-11:30pm

8.10 Saturday 
(Psychedelic Soul/

Funk)
MONOPHONICS

Real Don Music

8.15 Thursday 
(Reggae)
JAH9

Irie Lights, Rebel Lion

8.17 Saturday 
(Electronic)

ILL.GATES
Pressha, Pilz Beats, Torbjørn, 

Luke Rain

8.23 & 8.24 Friday & 
Saturday (Tribute)
JERRY GARCIA 
CELEBRATION 

WITH ANDY COE 
BAND

8.31 Saturday 
(Electronic)
QUANTIC

9.5 Thursday 
(Bluegrass/Folk)
DELLA MAE 

(EARLY SHOW)

9.5 Thursday (World)
A-WA 

(LATE SHOW)

9.13 Friday (Funk)
TUBALUBA

Dirty Revival

9.20 Friday 
(Blues/Rock/Jam)

SCOTT 
PEMBERTON 

BAND + 
SWINDLER

Ayron Jones

10.3 & 10.4 Thursday 
& Friday (Funk/Soul)

NEW 
MASTERSOUNDS

Unsinkable Heavies

10.5 Saturday 
(Blues/Rock)

NORTH 
MISSISSIPPI 
ALLSTARS

7.17 TAL NATIONAL
7.18 BIG BRASS    
 EXTRAVAGANZA
7.19 PRINCE VS MJ
7.20 THE GEORGETOWN  
 ORBITS
7.25 DOUG STONE
7.26 HITEXPLOSION
7.31 CHITTY (OF NAHKO &   
 M4TP)
8.1 &MORE
8.2 CLASSIC HIP-HOP NIGHT
8.3 WHO’S BAD: THE    
 ULTIMATE MJ EXPERIENCE
8.4 KING ISO
8.8 SEPIATONIC
8.9 NITE WAVE 80S PARTY

8.11 STEVIE STONE
8.13 UJI
8.14 U2 TRIBUTE
8.16 JAI HO INDIA    
 INDEPENDENCE
8.21 ELLIS DYSON &   
 THE SHAMBLES
8.22 LAYNE STALEY TRIBUTE
8.29 THE SKY COLONY
8.30 SADE VS BADU
9.6 MORGAN HERITAGE
9.7 TRL FT. RYAN CABRERA
9.8 HARTYGA
9.13 TUBALUBA
9.14 BLACKALICIOUS
9.15 WITT LOWRY
9.22 SHIGETO

9.25 NIGHTMARES ON WAX

9.26 FIDEL NADAL

9.27 WAX TAILOR

9.27 THE COMMONHEART 

 AT HIGH DIVE

9.28 HUUN HUUR TU

10.1 MOVITS!

10.11 TUBBY LOVE

 AT HIGH DIVE

10.1 GEOFF TATE’S OPERATION  

 MINDCRIME

10.26 90S PROM PARTY

11.4 THE MIDNIGHT HOUR

11.21 JENNY & THE MEXICATS

http://www.nectarlounge.com/
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JULY 29–30

Broken Social Scene
  ROCK/POP   Posted up at Neptune for two nights, 
Toronto’s Broken Social Scene are bringing their 
orchestral, many-fingered folky indie pop to Seat-
tle. There’s, like, at least a hundred members—not 
to their detriment. Their soaring, grandiose 
harmonies benefit from all those warm bodies, 
who also play in other groups and lead solo 
projects including, but not limited to, Metric, Feist, 
and Stars. It makes for an interesting, healthy, 
and surprising smoothie of music. Also, for those 
of you who have never listened to BSS, don’t be 
thrown by their name—I avoided listening to them 
for many years because they were a scene band! 
Really makes you think. Though I can’t vouch for 
it personally, I’ve heard BSS give an incredible live 
performance that’s not to be missed, especially if 
baroque indie pop is your thing. (Neptune Theatre, 
8 pm, all ages, $32/$34.) JASMYNE KEIMIG

TUES JULY 30

Devin the Dude, G.A.S.
  HIP-HOP/RAP   I once read a piece about Devin the 
Dude, aka Devin Copeland, called “Your favorite 
rapper’s favorite rapper,” and it opens, “Devin 
the Dude is probably the greatest hip-hop artist 
you’ve never heard.” It was written in 2000, and 
in some ways, it still rings true. Nowadays, you 
probably don’t think you know him, but you’ve 
damn sure heard him. See: Dr. Dre’s “Fuck You,” 
De La Soul’s “Baby Phat,” Devin the Dude’s own 
“What a Job,” which feels like an Outkast knockoff 
and actually features Andre 3000 along with 
Snoop Dogg. Devin has a healthy funkadelic swag 
to his productions, lyrics that often dwell on his 
favorite pastime (smoking weed), and a spacey, 
soulful flow. He hits Seattle behind 10th LP Still 

Rollin’ Up: Somethin’ to Ride With. Opening is 
G.A.S., the project of Grynch, Jesús Spades, and 
Stefo. (Nectar, 8 pm, $22–$60.) LEILANI POLK

WED JULY 31

Stef Chura, French Vanilla,  
Zach Burba
  ROCK/POP   Detroit alt rocker Stef Chura has been 
earning high praise since dropping her 201  debut, 
Messes—from Rolling Stone (“1  Great Albums 

ou Probably idn’t Hear in 201 ”) to Pitchfork 
(“Messes showcases her way with setting a twilit 
mood and her magnetic, mutable voice”). Her 
just-released sophomore follow-up (and debut 
outing on Saddle Creek Records), Midnight, seems 
to have critics on board, too. And it’s no wonder: 
Chura has one of those rasp-timbred voices that 
is at once fierce and compelling, and capable of 
issuing a full-throated scream without piercing the 
ears. Her music is pretty tight, too—rock that has a 
vague DIY indie quality. (Barboza, 8 pm, $12/$15.) 
LEILANI POLK

Stef Chura
Wed July 1 at Barboza

D
evin the D

ude

CHLOE SELLS

MIKE FROST - SLFEMP

2200 2ND AVE H CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE
H MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM H

7/17
WEDNESDAY

The Crocodile Presents: 

Bob Schneider
21 & Over

7/19
FRIDAY

The Crocodile and Nun Better Productions Present:

Chris Cornell Tribute 2019
21 & Over

7/19
FRIDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Chris Cohen / Dear Nora @ The Sunset
Zach Burba   21 & Over

7/20
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Iann Dior - Nothing Ever Good Enough Tour 
@ The Vera Project
Bernard Jabs  All Ages

7/20
SATURDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

New Track City
Nobi, Blossom and Tapes-One2 All Ages

7/23
TUESDAY

The Crocodile Presents:

Ryan Oakes / Mike’s Dead 
@ The Vera Project
Leyshock, Donny C, Gavin Santi    All Ages

7/24 FRANK IERO AND THE FUTURE VIOLENTS 7/25 GRIZFOLK 7/26 SUMMER CIRCUS: RAZOR 
CLAM 7/27 ADELITAS WAY 7/30 MOUNTAIN MAN 8/1 THE MARIAS 8/2 MDOU MOCTAR 8/3 XYLO 
8/5 ALTIN GUN 8/9 FLYNT FLOSSY & TURQUOISE JEEP 8/10 TREEPEOPLE 8/15 – 8/17 THE HOLD 
STEADY 8/19 HANK VON HELL 8/20 GOATWHORE 8/23 MARALIS 8/24 LAYNE STALEY TRIBUTE 2019 
8/27 BALLYHOO! /PASSAFIRE 8/28 GENERATIONALS 8/31 SPONGE 9/1 APATHY & CELPH TITLED  

FE
AT

UR
ED

Fri 11/8
MAX BEMIS

Fri 11/1
TINY MOVING 

PARTS

Wed 10/9
STARCRAWLER

urda

SEA MONSTER
LIVE MUSIC

21+ only

SEAMONSTERLOUNGE.COM
206 992-1120 • 2202 N 45th St • Seattle 

7PM 
10PM

TUESDAY NIGHTS 
EMILY MCVICKER OPEN MIC 
JOE DORIA PRESENTS:
Live B3 organ jazz funk FREE

8PM 
10PM

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Live SOUL, FUNK  
& JAZZ bands  FREE

8PM 
10PM

THURSDAY NIGHTS 
NEW LIVE BANDS 
PROUD & NASTY OPEN JAM FREE

9PM FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS
Live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE $10

7PM 
10PM

CUBAN/LATIN SATURDAYS 
700 FUNK SATURDAY $10

SEA MONSTER RADIO now playing on

KBFG 107.3FM NW Seattle @ KBFGseattle.com 
SEATTLE WAVE RADIO @ seattlewaveradio.com 

SPACE 101.1FM NE Seattle @ space101fm.org 
RAINIER AVENUE RADIO @ rainieravenueradio.org

http://thecrocodile.com/
http://www.thecrocodile.com/
http://seamonsterlounge.com/
http://seattlewaveradio.com/
http://space101fm.org/
http://rainieravenueradio.org/
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Early Warnings
DANIEL CAESAR, KOFFEE Showbox Sodo, Aug 17–18, 8 pm, $40–$45

SUNN O))), PAPA M The Showbox, Wed Sept 11, 8:30 pm, $25/$30

PHUM VIPHURIT Columbia City Theater, Thurs Sept 12, 8:30 pm, $18/$20

YUNGBLUD, MISSIO The Showbox, Thurs Sept 12, 8:30 pm, $22/$25

AVRIL LAVIGNE, JAGWAR TWIN Paramount Theatre, Sat Sept 14, 8 pm, $37–$77

KATCHAFIRE, EARTHKRY The Showbox, Sun Sept 15, 8 pm, $25/$30

SABRINA CLAUDIO The Showbox, Thurs Oct 3, 8 pm, $33

NGHTMRE + SLANDER, SEVEN LIONS, THE GLITCH MOB Gorge Amphitheatre, Sat Oct 5, 5:30 pm, $50/$220

SOFI TUKKER, HAIKU HANDS, LP GIOBBI Showbox Sodo, Mon Oct 7, 8 pm, $28/$30

KAZU Columbia City Theater, Tues Oct 15, 8 pm, $22/$25

GRIZ Paramount Theatre, Thurs Oct 17, 7 pm, $26–$189

TIFFANY YOUNG The Showbox, Tues Oct 29, 8 pm, $30/$35

NOAH GUNDERSEN The Showbox, Sat Nov 16, 9 pm, $22/$25

ILLENIUM WaMu Theater, Wed Nov 27 & Fri Nov 29, 8 pm, $42/$125

JAY PARK Showbox Sodo, Sun Dec 1, 8 pm, $59–$74

THIEVERY CORPORATION The Showbox, Fri Nov 29 & Sun Dec 1, 8:30 pm, $50/$55

NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH THE MOTET Neptune Theatre, Tues Dec 31, 9 pm, $30/$34

21 Savage, Young Nudy, 
Calboy
WaMu Theater, Thurs 
July 25, 8 pm, all ages, 
$47–$507

A. A. Bondy, Guests
Sunset Tavern, Fri July 26, 
9 pm, $16

Ariana and the Rose, 
Glitterfox
Timbre Room, Wed July 
24, 8 pm, $12

Backstreet Boys, 
Baylee Littrell
Angel of the Winds Arena, 
Mon July 29, 8 pm, all 
ages, $42–$249

Chicago
Chateau Ste. Michelle, 
July 19–20, 7 pm, 
$59/$91 (sold out)

Cody Johnson, 
Whitey Morgan
Woodland Park Zoo North 
Meadow, Sun July 21, 
5:30 pm, all ages, $35

Dave Alvin, Christy 
McWilson, Chris Miller
Tractor Tavern, Mon 
July 29, Wed July 31, 
8 pm, $30

The Deer, Takenobu, 
Aviva le Fey, Daniel 
Steinbock
Ballard Homestead, Sun 
July 21, 7:30 pm, all ages, 
$12–$22

Earshot: Jeremy’s 
Pyramid Scheme + 
Xavier Lecouturier 4tet
Chapel Performance 
Space, Thurs July 25, 
7 pm, all ages, $5–$15 
donation

FEA, Bruiser Queen, 
Jaguar Paw
The Funhouse, Sat 
July 27, 5 pm, $10/$12

Great Women of 
Country Tribute Series: 
Loretta Lynn & Tammy 
Wynette
The Royal Room, Thurs 
July 25, 9 pm, $12/$15

Lynyrd Skynyrd, Bad 
Company, Austin 
Jenckes
White River Amphitheatre, 
Sat July 27, 6 pm, 
$40–$500

Martina McBride
Tulalip Resort Casino, 
Thurs July 25, 7 pm, 
$60–$90

Michael McDonald & 
Chaka Khan
Chateau Ste. Michelle, 
Thurs July 25, 6:30 pm, 
$55/$100 (sold out)

Miyavi
Neptune Theatre, Fri July 
26, 8 pm, all ages, $29

Mountain Man
Crocodile, Tues July 30, 
7 pm, all ages, $30

Nappy Roots, 
Grandmasters, 
Gifted Youngstaz
Nectar, Tues July 23, 
8 pm, $15–$18

NAVVI, Static Shore, 
Jupiter Sprites, 
Surrealized
Hollow Earth Radio, Fri 
July 19, 8:30 pm, all ages, 
$7–$15 donation

Norah Jones
Chateau Ste. Michelle, Sat 
July 27, 7 pm, $60/$100 
(sold out)

Painting the Town Red: 
The Music of Billie Holi-
day Featuring Stephanie 
Anne Johnson & 
Simon Nabatov
The Royal Room, Fri 
July 26, 7 pm, 9:30 pm, 
$15/$20

Pat Benatar & 
Neil Giraldo
Emerald Queen Casino, 
Fri July 26, 8:30 pm, 
$50–$299

The Psychedelic Furs, 
James, Dear Boy
Showbox Sodo, Tues 
July 30, 8 pm, $41/$45

Reel Big Fish, Bowling 
for Soup, Mest
The Showbox, Sun 
July 21, 7:30 pm, all ages, 
$33/$35 (sold out)

Scott Yoder, TERMINA-
Tor, Госкино, BB
Central Saloon, Thurs 
July 25, 8–11:45 pm, 
$8/$10

$UICIDEBOY$, Shore-
line Mafi a, City Morgue, 
GERM, Night Lovell, 
Trash Talk
WaMu Theater, Wed July 
24, 6:30 pm, all ages, $79 

Summer Circus: Razor 
Clam, Fruit Juice, 
Heather Edgley, 
Actionesse
Crocodile, Fri July 26, 
8 pm, $15–$40

Tal Wilkenfeld
Triple Door, Fri July 26, 
8 pm, all ages, $25–$35

Short 
List

21 Savage
Thurs July 25 at WaMu Theater

COURTESY OF EPIC RECORDS

 

www.highlineseattle.com
210 Broadway Ave E • 21+

Dinner service everyday 5-11pm

WEEKLY ON 

MONDAYS: 
FUCK YEAH BINGO 

7-9PM

Wednesday, July 17
VELNIAS

Maestus, Cerna Krev, Izthmi
9PM $10-$13

Thursday, July 18
WILLIAM ELLIOTT 

WHITMORE
Michael Ray and  

the Plastic Sheets 
8PM $17-$20

Friday, July 19
DISEASE
Deathgrave

Impluse Noise
Night Feeder
9PM $10-$13

Saturday, July 20
YOUTH BRIGADE

Lower Class Brats
Ground Score
9PM $17-$20

Tuesday, July 23
MECHANISMUS PRESENTS:

GRENDEL
Striplicker

Glass
Apple Bonzai

 Esoterik
9PM $20-$25

Thursday, July 25
VELVET Q
The High Curbs

The Morning After
The Black Ends

9PM $10-$12

Saturday, July 27
HELLFIRE

Charger
The Drowns

Enemy Closer
9PM  $10-$13

Friday, August 2
UNHOLY LUST

Desolator
Grave Dust

Oxygen Destroyer
9PM $13

Saturday, August 3
BEHOLD…THE 

ARCTOPUS 
Imperial Triumphant

9PM $13-$16

Tuesday, August 6
ENEFERENS

Vouna
Kihalás

To End It All
9PM $10-$13

http://www.highlineseattle.com/


let ’s  queer  the a i r

Seatt le ' s  on ly  LGBTQ+ rad io  stat ion

CHANNELQ
107.7 HD2 + 

103.3 FM

SEATTLE

TIMES LISTED
ARE SHOW TIMES. 

DOORS OPEN 
30-60 MINUTES 

BEFORE.

FOLLOW US ON FB, TWITTER & INSTAGRAM

Friday 7/19
OUTLAW COUNTRY

SARAH SHOOK & 
THE DISARMERS 

WILDCAT ROSE
9PM $15/$18

8/2 LOST DOG STREET BAND  8/4 TOWN MOUNTAIN  8/8 JAMES MCMURTRY  8/9 
WILLIAM CLARK GREEN  8/13 THE WAR & TREATY  8/15 SHAMARR ALLEN  8/17 CARRIE 
AKRE  8/18 MERRNAA  8/24 BIDDADT  8/29 & 30 KYLE CRAFT  8/31 THE WILD FEATHERS

Wednesday 7/24
KEXP PRESENTS

DYLAN LEBLANC
CAITLIN SHERMAN

8PM $15/$18

Friday 7/26
COUNTRY SINGER/SONGWRITER

WARD DAVIS
CLINT PARK

9PM $20

Saturday 7/27
LEGENDARY POP ROCK
THE MINUS 5

THE TRIPWIRES
9PM $15

Tuesday 7/30
COUNTRY FOLK ROCK

SHANE SMITH & 
THE SAINTS

THE LOWDOWN DRIFTERS
9PM $12/$15

Thursday 8/1
ALTCOUNTRYICANA

MICKEY & 
THE MOTORCARS

LAUREN MORROW
9PM $15/$18

Wednesday 7/17
TEXAS SOUL

GREYHOUNDS
STAR CRUSHER
9PM $15/$17

Thursday 7/18
RED DIRT COUNTRY

JASON BOLAND & 
THE STRAGGLERS

9PM $20

Saturday 7/20
RUSSIAN ROCKABILLY FUNK

IGOR & 
THE RED ELVISES

THE PORNADOES
9PM $20

Sunday 7/21
SOULFUL AMERICANA

THE DUSTBOWL REVIVAL
SWAY WILD

8PM $20

Tuesday 7/23
91.3 KBCS PRESENTS
I DRAW SLOW

8PM $12/$15

CENTRALSALOON.COM
207 1ST AVE S 

 THU 7/18 

LIMBO • HEZZA FEZZA • NIGHT HIKES • 
WILEY FOXES • ALPHA STREAM

 FRI 7/19 

GREX • BAD LUCK • RAE // CS
 SAT 7/20 

PURTY MOUTH • THE UGLY ARCHICECT 
• FRANK WILES // CS

 SUN 7/21 

SOUNDS LIKE SUMMER 
AT CENTRAL SALOON

 MON 7/22 

COSMO GOLD • BEAUTY QUEEN • 
SOMETHING WITCHY • COACH PHILLIPS

 WED 7/24 

DEAD BARS • THE CONTAMINANTS • 
VARIATIONS
 THU 7/25 

SCOTT YODER (7” RELEASE) • 
TERMINATOR • ÐÐÐÐÐÐÐ • BB

 SAT 7/26 

A SUNDAY FIRE • SKATES • 
PROGRAMMES
 SUN 7/27 

THE SNUBS • MANGY • 
PORN BLOOPERS • BUGS

 MON 7/28 

COLOURS OF MONOCHROME LIVE 
AT THE CENTRAL SALOON

http://centralsaloon.com/
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Thurs 7/18
LIVE MUSIC

 a ALMA MATER TACOMA 
Julia Shapiro, Lisa Prank, 8 pm, 
$10/$12

ARGOSY CRUISES AT PIER 55 
C895 Sunset Cruise 2019, 8 pm, 
free–$30

BARBOZA Bowyn & Kelly Ash 
Band, 8 pm, $10

 BLACK LODGE Mattress, Ghost 
Soda, Corey J Brewer, 8 pm–12 am

BLUE MOON TAVERN Baby 
Birds, Season of Strangers, Pastel 
Dream, The Late Style, 8 pm, $8

a CAFE RACER The Mailboxes, 
Minna Lee, Izumi Goto, 7 pm, $5–$10

CENTRAL SALOON Limbo, 
Hezza Fezza, Night Hikes, Alpha 
Stream, 8–11:45 pm, $5/$8

CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE The 
Brodcast, La Fonda, 9 pm, $10

CONOR BYRNE Beth // James, 
Tyler Edwards, Pat Keen, 8–11 pm, $8

a THE CROCODILE BACK 
BAR yOya, 8 pm, $7

 EL CORAZON Ringo Deathstarr, 
Tennis System, 7:30 pm, $12/$15

THE KRAKEN BAR & LOUNGE 
Kids on Fire, FCON, Sid Broderius 
& The Emergency Exit, Ol’ Doris, 
8 pm, $7

 LO-FI Diminished Men, 
RLLRBLL, Von Wildenhaus, 8 pm

LUCKY LIQUOR Jason Bennett, 
Chris from Some Rules, Siggie The 
Vintage Man, 8 pm–12 am, $7

a MERCERDALE PARK Mostly 
Music in the Park: Donovan Keith, 
6–8:30 pm, free

NECTAR Big Brass Extravaganza 
with Ten Man Brass Band, 
Vamola, Butt Dial, 8 pm, $10/$13

PINE LAKE PARK (SAMMAMISH) 
Sammamish Concerts in the 
Park, 6:30 pm, free

THE ROYAL ROOM Two Horses 
Too Many, 8:30–11:45 pm, $10

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB Bad 
Honey, The Square Feet, Bad 
Animals, 8 pm, $8

TIM’S TAVERN One Way Traffic, 
Pickled Okra, Country Dave and 
John Olufs, 9 pm, $7

TRACTOR TAVERN Jason 
Boland & The Stragglers, The 
Hasslers, 8 pm, $20

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
Downtown Summer Sounds, free

VERMILLION Tarsier Eyes, rEEk, 
Tariq Khan, 8–11 pm

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

ICICLE CREEK CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS Icicle Creek Chamber 
Music Festival, $22–$140

DJ
Q NIGHTCLUB Field Trip 80: 
Neon Steve & Marten H√∏ger,  
9 pm–2 am, $10

JAZZ
a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Jazz: The Second 
Century – FrancescoJAZZ / 
Kissyface, 7–9 pm, $5–$15

 a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Jazz: The Second 
Century, 8 pm, $5–$15

JAZZ ALLEY Lee Ritenour and 
Dave Grusin, $37

a OLYMPIC SCULPTURE 
PARK Art of Jazz: High Pulp, 
6:30–8 pm, free

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE Tarik 
Abouzied, Farko Dosumov, Alex 
Chadsey, 5 pm, free

a TULA’S Jacqueline Tabor 
Jazz Band, 7:30–10 pm, $17

Fri 7/19
LIVE MUSIC
BLACK LODGE The Blood x 
Bone Tour, 9 pm

BLUE MOON TAVERN Boom-
chick, CFCQ, Great Job, 8 pm, $8

CENTRAL SALOON Grex, Bad 
Luck, Rae, 8 pm, $5/$8

a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE SIMF: Holland Andrews + 
Bardos/Miranda, 8 pm, $5–$20

 CHATEAU STE. MICHELLE 
Chicago, 7 pm, $59/$91 (sold out)
CLOCK-OUT LOUNGE Happy 
Chichester, The Little Ships, 
Carrie Akre, 9:30 pm, $10/$12
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Michael GodHigh - “Committed”, 
9 pm, $5
CONOR BYRNE Invisible Shivers, 
Hotels, Local Liars, 9 pm–1 am, $8
CROCODILE Chris Cornell 
Tribute 2019, 7 pm, $20
DARRELL’S TAVERN 
POPDeFECT, The Fall Outs, 
Alcohol Funnycar, 9 pm–1 am, $10
EL CORAZON The Dickies, 8 pm,  
$17/$20

 HIGH DIVE New Age Healers, 
The Purrs, Black Nite Crash,  
9 pm, $8/$10
HIGHLINE Disease, Deathgrave, 
Impulse Noise, Night Feeder, 
Unholy Trident, 9 pm, $10/$13
THE KRAKEN BAR & LOUNGE 
Shaolin Hunks, Windbreaker, 
Everything Sux, 8 pm, $7
NEPTUNE THEATRE The Songs 
That Got Us Through, 8 pm, 
$50/$125
PARLIAMENT TAVERN Shady 
Bottom, 9 pm–12 am
THE ROYAL ROOM Live Video 
Game Music with Kirby’s Dream 
Band, The Runaway Four, and 
Save Point, 9:30–11:45 pm, $7/$10
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB The 
Thursday Collective, Water 
Felon, 8 pm, $8
TIM’S TAVERN Octopus Tree, 
Hummingbull, Cindy Jollatta, 
Alfred & the Teddinators, Joshua 
Red Uttech, 8 pm, $7
TRACTOR TAVERN Sarah Shook 
& the Disarmers, Guests, 9 pm
TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE 
Donovan Keith Band, 9 pm, free

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
Downtown Summer Sounds, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA

 a BENAROYA HALL 2019 
Seattle Chamber Music Society 
Summer Festival, 8 pm, $20–$600
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival
ICICLE CREEK CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS Icicle Creek Chamber 
Music Festival, $22–$140

 a VOLUNTEER PARK 
AMPHITHEATER World Music 
Series: Ganesh Rajagopalan, 
7–8:30 pm, free

DJ
CHOP SUEY Emo Nite, 9 pm, $15 
ORA NIGHTCLUB Silk Music 
Showcase #500 with Vintage & 
Morelli, 9 pm–2 am
Q NIGHTCLUB Pop Secret: Marty 
Mar & Anthem, 10 pm–2 am, $10
NECTAR The Prince & Michael 
Experience, 9 pm, $10/$13
THE UNDERGROUND STA 
Presents: Tydi, 10 pm–3 am, $20

JAZZ
JAZZ ALLEY Lee Ritenour and 
Dave Grusin, $37

a TRIPLE DOOR Joey Jewell’s 
Sinatra at The Sands, 8 pm, $25
TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE 
Victor Horky & His Silk Road 
Swing, 5 pm, free

a TULA’S Jovino Santos Neto 
Quinteto, 7:30–10:30 pm, $22

Sat 7/20
LIVE MUSIC
a BALLARD HOMESTEAD 
This Is The Kit, 7:30 pm, $0–$18
BLUE MOON TAVERN Little 
Spirits, Long Shorts, Professor 
Sweater, 8 pm, $8

 CHATEAU STE. MICHELLE 
Chicago, 7 pm, $59/$91 (sold out)
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Sunnie Larsen, 8 pm, $15
CONOR BYRNE Donovan 
Keith, Doctor Doctor, The Seven 
Eighths, 9 pm–12 am

CROCODILE New Track City, 
Nobi, Blossom, Tapes-One2, 8 
pm, $15/$17

DARRELL’S TAVERN Greenriver 
Thrillers, White City Graves, Jack 
and the Dull Boy, 9 pm–2 am, $8

EL CORAZON Appice Brothers, 
Ghosts of the Pacific, Zero Down, 
Custom, 8 pm, $17/$20

THE FUNHOUSE Night Verses, 
Dead American, Auras, Immaterial, 
Himiko Cloud, 7:30 pm, $12/$14

HIGH DIVE SQ/35: The Squirrels, 
Zooma Bella Trio, 9 pm–2 am, 
$10/$15

a HOLLOW EARTH RADIO 
Donald Crunk, Infideltek, Vanian 
Bulman, Scholl, 8–11 pm, $5–$15

THE KRAKEN BAR & LOUNGE 
Tartar Control, Snow White ATBE, 
Three Fingers, The Disorderlies, 
8 pm, $7

NECTAR The Georgetown 
Orbits, Yogoman Burning Band, 
Stay Grounded, 8 pm, $10–$13

PALACE THEATRE & ART BAR 
Doppler Effect, 8–11 pm, $7

 SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
10th Annual Cornbread Ball, 2 pm– 
1 am, $20

SUBSTATION WHORES., Witch  
Mountain, Witch Ripper, Summoned 
by Giants, Scorpiknox, Despairer, 
Sorcia, Troll, Yellfire, 8 pm, $25–$30

SUNSET TAVERN Mystic Braves, 
King Mammoth, 9 pm, $15

 TRACTOR TAVERN Igor & Red 
Elvises, The Pornadoes, 9 pm, $20

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE Move 
On Up, 9 pm, free

VICTORY LOUNGE Scorpio 
& the Hunter, Spencer Owen 
Timeshare, Ancient Forest Band, 
8:30–11:30 pm, $5/$8

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

ICICLE CREEK CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS Icicle Creek Chamber 
Music Festival, $22–$140

a MAPLE PARK CHURCH 
Octava Chamber Orchestra: 
Summer Chamber Music 
Extravaganza, 7:30 pm, $13–$20

DJ
Q NIGHTCLUB Haute Sauce: 
Swervewon, Famous, Semaj, 
Mykzilla, 10 pm–2 am, $10 

TIMBRE ROOM Les Play House  
with J. Jaxx, 10 pm–2 am, $15/$20

JAZZ
EGAN’S BALLARD JAM HOUSE 
Duende Libre with Frank Anderson, 
9–11 pm

JAZZ ALLEY Lee Ritenour and 
Dave Grusin, $37

Sun 7/21
LIVE MUSIC
CENTRAL SALOON Sounds Like 
Summer, 6–11:30 pm, $10/$12

HIGH DIVE Loose Cannons + 
Gleewood + guests tba, 8 pm, $5 
advance / $8 day of show

THE ROYAL ROOM Sofie Salonika, 
Slingshot, 7:30–11 pm, $12

a SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
OptycNerd, Whiskey Autumn, 
Levi Double U, 6 pm, $5

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
Tayla Lynn, Del Vox, 7–11 pm

SUNSET TAVERN Happy 
Chichester, The Little Ships, Kim 
Virant, 7:30 pm, $10

TRACTOR TAVERN Dustbowl 
Revival, Sway Wild, 8 pm, $20

a TRIPLE DOOR Red Wanting 
Blue, Devin Sinha, 7:30 pm, 
$22–$28

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

JAZZ
JAZZ ALLEY Lee Ritenour and 
Dave Grusin, $37

a TULA’S Heather Keizur Quartet: 
“A Night In Paris”, 7:30–10 pm, $15

Mon 7/22
LIVE MUSIC
CENTRAL SALOON Cosmo 
Gold, Beauty Queen, Something 
Witchy, Coach Phillips, 8 pm, 
$8/$10

a THE FUNHOUSE Alex Di Leo, 
Cody Lovaas, 6:30 pm, $10/$12

LUCKY LIQUOR Colours of 
Monochrome, 9 pm–12 am

a TRIPLE DOOR River 
Whyless, The Hackles, 7:30 pm, 
$15/$18

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS Down- 
town Summer Sounds, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA

 a BENAROYA HALL 2019  
Seattle Chamber Music Society 
Summer Festival, 8 pm, $20–$600

FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

JAZZ
TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE 
Marco de Carvalho, 5 pm, free

Tues 7/23
LIVE MUSIC

 a CHOP SUEY School of 
Rock All-Stars, 7 pm, $12/$15

a THE FUNHOUSE 
Lighterburns, Nedder, Revel, 
Dinner Time, 7:30 pm, $10/$12

HIGH DIVE Djime, Aromatics, 
USER, 8:30 pm, $5/$8

HIGHLINE Grendel, Striplicker, 
Glass Apple Bonzai, Esoterik,  
9 pm, $20/$25

MCMENAMINS ELKS TEMPLE 
Rory Van James, Broke in Stereo, 
Temple Canyon, Kara Hesse, 7–11 pm

PALACE THEATRE & ART BAR 
Piano Bar Sing-A-Long Night with 
Larry Knapp, 7–10 pm

SUNSET TAVERN The Sharp 
Teeth, Grim Earth, Left Neglect, 
8 pm, $10

TRACTOR TAVERN I Draw Slow, 
Cahalen Morrison, 8 pm, $12

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
Downtown Summer Sounds, free

a VERA PROJECT Ryan Oakes, 
Mike’s Dead, Leyshock, Donny C, 
Gavin Santi, 7 pm, $15/$17

a WILLIS D. TUCKER 
COMMUNITY PARK Music in 
the Park, 7–8:30 pm, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY Ranky Tanky, 
7:30 pm, $36

a TULA’S Kate Olson Ensemble, 
7:30–10 pm, $17

Wed 7/24
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA The Rad Trads, 
Racoma, 7 pm, $8/$10

CENTRAL SALOON Dead Bars, 
The Contaminants, Variations, 8 
pm, $5/$8

a COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
After Life Tour with Smrtdeath, 
LIL LOTUS, guccihighwaters, 
Nedarb, Jayvee, 7 pm, $15/$18

CONOR BYRNE Kelly Hunt, 
Robbie Christmas, Xolie Morra, 
8–11 pm, $10

a CROCODILE Frank Iero & The 
Future Violents, Geoffrey Rickly, 
9 pm, $21

EL CORAZON Aterciopelados,  
9 pm, $35/$40

HIGH DIVE Sons Of Guns, The 
Velvicks, Linda From Work, Zach 
Zamora, 8 pm, $5/$8

a THE ROYAL ROOM Mike 
Gebhart’s Citrine, 7:30–10 pm, 
$10/$12

SUBSTATION Highest of Heels, 
Daniel Pellegrini Band, Claire 
Michelle, 8 pm, $8
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5030 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, SEATTLE  •  206-524-8554
www.scarecrow.com

Sign Up for a 

Membership for 

Discounts & 

Rental Deals! 

see our website 

for details  

2 FOR 1 
RENTAL 

WEDNESDAY

Find out more at
blog.scarecrow.com/silverscreeners

$19.95 EACH WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Every Thursday and Saturday at 10:30 AM all summer long!

The support of the Scarecrow 
Community is what keeps
this amazing collection

available to be enjoyed by all.
Make your gift today!

 blog.scarecrow.com/donations

SAVAGE HARBOR

TWO VINTAGE EXPLOITATION GEMS 
IN NUMBERED LIMITED EDITION BLU-RAYS! 

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE!

50% OFF SELECT IN-STORE, IN-STOCK 
KINO LORBER TITLES UNTIL 8/31!

EVIL TOWN

NEW FROM 
VINEGAR SYNDROME

MAKE A FILM FOR 

SUBMISSIONS DUE BY SEPTEMBER 13, 2019 
GO TO HUMPFILMFEST.COM FOR ALL THE DEETS!

Want to see more sex-positive representations of you and your community? 
Make a film for the HUMP! Film Festival! Films can be hardcore, softcore, 
animated, kinky, vanilla, gay, lez, bi, trans, genderqueer, and straight! 

HUMP! is a safe, sexy, welcoming place for everyone!

Music

SUNSET TAVERN The Two 
Tides, Craig Marker, Beasley, 
7:30 pm, $10

TRACTOR TAVERN Dylan LeBlanc, 
Caitlin Sherman, 8 pm, $15

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
Downtown Summer Sounds, free

a VERA PROJECT Vansire, 
BOYO, Drench Fries, 8 pm, $13/$15

CLASSICAL/
OPERA

 a BENAROYA HALL 2019  
Seattle Chamber Music Society 
Summer Festival, 8 pm, $20–$600

FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

JACK STRAW CULTURAL 
CENTER Guillaume de Machaut: 
Explorations, 7 pm, free

JAZZ
a JAZZ ALLEY Ranky Tanky, 
7:30 pm, $36

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE The 
Djangomatics, 5 pm, free

Thurs 7/25
LIVE MUSIC
BELLTOWN YACHT CLUB The 
Whags, Always Naked, Swingset, 
8:30 pm–12 am, $8

CHOP SUEY The Kings, Simple 
Minded Symphony, Speak Easy, 
Dr. Quinn and the Medicine 
Woman, 8 pm, $8/$10

CLUB SUR Billy Bio, Cutthroat, 
OverKast, Klondike Kate, 7 pm

CONOR BYRNE The Drifter Luke, 
Hannah Abrams, Abigail Lapell, 
8–11 pm

CROCODILE Grizfolk, Laura Jean 
Anderson, 8 pm, $15/$17

THE FUNHOUSE Psychic 
Graveyard, Plack Blague, Spasmo, 
Dead Wave, 8:30 pm, $15/$17

HIGHLINE Velvet Q, The High 
Curbs, The Morning After, The 
Black Ends, 9 pm, $10/$12

LUCKY LIQUOR James Plane 
Wreck, The Hand, Voodoo 
Gearshift, 9 pm–12 am, $10

a MERCERDALE PARK Mostly 
Music in the Park: Jessica Lynne, 
6–8:30 pm, free

NECTAR Doug Stone, 8 pm, 
$20–$26

a NEPTUNE THEATRE Mixed 
Resonance, 8 pm, free

PINE LAKE PARK (SAMMAMISH) 
Sammamish Concerts in the 
Park, 6:30 pm, free

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Bradley Palermo, Sim Williams, 
TBASA, Pineola, 8 pm

SUBSTATION Darksoft, SWYM, 
Billie Gale, 8 pm, $8/$10

TRACTOR TAVERN Dead 
Horses, Mara Connor, 8 pm, $12

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS Down-
town Summer Sounds, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

DJ
Q NIGHTCLUB Field Trip 81: 
Fehrplay, 9 pm–2 am, $10

TIMBRE ROOM Reflect, 10 
pm–2 am, $5–$10

THE UNDERGROUND STA 
Presents: Before - An Unofficial 
ABGT Preparty, 10 pm–2 am

JAZZ
 a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 

SPACE Jazz: The Second 
Century, 8 pm, $5–$15

 JAZZ ALLEY Poncho Sanchez 
Latin Jazz Band, $35

a MCCURDY PAVILION AT 
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Jazz Port Townsend Festival, 
$25–$185

a TRIPLE DOOR Paris 
Chansons, 7:30 pm, $35–$45

TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE The 
Black Crabs, 5 pm, free

a TULA’S Milo Petersen Organ 
Trio, 7:30–10 pm, $15

Fri 7/26
LIVE MUSIC
a BALLARD HOMESTEAD 
Bradford Loomis, Naomi Wachira, 
Katie Costello, 7:30 pm, $12–$18

BARBOZA Roxbury, Dirty Rugs, 
Last Waves, 7 pm, $8/$10

CONOR BYRNE Sundog, 
Colorworks, Troubadour and the 
Sword, 9 pm, $8

DARRELL’S TAVERN Queen Son, 
Snake Dance, Fotoform, White 
Shark Cafe, 9 pm–12 am, $10

a EL CORAZON Spose, 
BensBeenDead., 7:30 pm, $15

THE FUNHOUSE The 
Deliverables, October Nights, 
Lights Out, 9 pm, $6/$8

HIGH DIVE Have Patience, Kiing, 
Guests, 8 pm, $8/$10

 LO-FI Dot Comet, i///u, Lovely 
Colours, 9 pm

LUCKY LIQUOR Voycheck, 
Sheenjek, DemonHammeR, 
9 pm, $5

NECTAR Studio 54 with Hit 
Explosion, 8 pm, $15–$21

a SHOWARE CENTER 
Shinedown, Badflower, Dinosaur 
Pile-Up, Broken Hands, 6:30 pm, 
$40–$125

SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB Hex  
Rays, The Sky Giants, The Heyfields, 
The Sharp Teeth, 8 pm, $8

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
F Holes, BCG, Boxcutter PNW, 
The Scoffs, 8–1 pm

SOUTHGATE ROLLER RINK 
Buttsquatch, 7 pm–12:30 am

TIM’S TAVERN Mopsey, 
Riffbrokers, Tales From the 
Birdbath, Jen Scaffidi, 8 pm, $8

TRACTOR TAVERN Ward Davis, 
Guests, 9 pm, $15–$20

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS Down- 
town Summer Sounds, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA

 a BENAROYA HALL 2019  
Seattle Chamber Music Society 
Summer Festival, 8 pm, $20–$600

FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

DJ
CHOP SUEY SLAY: A Hip Hop Party 
for LGBT, and People of Color, 9 pm

KREMWERK Shook: One Year 
Anniversary with TMSV, A.Fruit, 
Sigrah, 10 pm–3 am, $15

 NEUMOS Dancing on My 
Own 3.0, 9 pm, $5

 TIMBRE ROOM QDA: Love 
House with Bronquito, Toya B, & 
Reverend Dollars, 10 pm–2 am, $10

JAZZ
 JAZZ ALLEY Poncho Sanchez 

Latin Jazz Band, $35

a MCCURDY PAVILION AT 
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Jazz Port Townsend Festival, 
$25–$185

 TRIPLE DOOR MQ STAGE 
Marina Christopher, 8:30 pm, free

a TULA’S Marc Seales Band, 
7:30–10 pm, $15

a VOLUNTEER PARK 
AMPHITHEATER World Music: 
Emi Meyer, 7–8:30 pm, free

Sat 7/27
LIVE MUSIC
BARBOZA Killer Workout, Hi 
Crime, Point of Arches, 7 pm, $10

BELLTOWN YACHT CLUB Night 
Ships, !mindparade, Western 
War, 8:30 pm, $10

BENAROYA HALL iBuildBridges 
Presents: Connections–A Live 
Concert Event, 7:30 pm, $25–$100

CENTRAL SALOON The Snubs, 
Mangy, Porn Bloopers, BUGS,  
8 pm, $5/$8

CONOR BYRNE The Crying 
Shame, The Adobe Collective, 
Pat Kearns, 9 pm–12 am, $8

a CROCODILE Adelitas Way, 
8 pm, $19

a EL CORAZON Born Of Osiris, 
Bad Omens, Spite, Kingdom of 
Giants, 7 pm, $20/$23

THE FUNHOUSE die nasty, Hayley  
and the Crushers, 9:30 pm, $6/$8

HIGH DIVE Stucky Jackson & 
the Boys, Mercy Parker, Nordus, 
9 pm, $8/$10

HIGHLINE Hellfire, Charger, The 
Drowns, Enemy Closer, 9 pm, 
$10/$13

a HOLLOW EARTH RADIO 
Sluglicker, Shower Scum, 
Midnight Movie, Dusty Cubby, 
8–11 pm, $7–$15

a ICICLE CREEK CENTER 
FOR THE ARTS Music in the 
Meadow: The Paperboys, 7 pm, 
$28/$30

LUCKY LIQUOR Ugliest 
Man Alive, The Gaping Lotus 
Experience, 9 pm–12 am

RENDEZVOUS Chris Aguayo, 
Monster BOOB, Guests, 6 pm, $10

RENDEZVOUS Tommy Boi,  
10 pm, $20–$50

THE SHOWBOX Joyryde, 9 pm, 
$20–$30

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE CHILI 
SHACK AND WATERING HOLE 
Hillbilly Headbangers Ball IX, 4 
pm–1 am, $15

SUNSET TAVERN Rose Blossom 
Punch, Fair, Aaron Sprinkle, 
Subways On The Sun, 9 pm, $15

TIM’S TAVERN Holy Jim, Katie 
Cash, Easy Queen Band, Alanna 
Eileen, 8 pm, $7

TRACTOR TAVERN The Minus 
5, The Tripwires, 9 pm, $15

a TRIPLE DOOR Heart By 
Heart, 8 pm, $25–$35

a VERA PROJECT BEATS 
RHYMES & LIFE, 6:30 pm, $8/$10

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

 a VOLUNTEER PARK Chamber 
Music in the Park, 7 pm, free

DJ
KREMWERK secondnature x 
Bassiani, 11 pm–8 am, $12–$15

NEUMOS Bohemian Rhapsody 
- Queen Inspired Dance Party, 
9 pm, $5

TIMBRE ROOM Bubble Up [It’s 
A Day Party], 4–10 pm, $10

JAZZ
 JAZZ ALLEY Poncho Sanchez 

Latin Jazz Band, $35

a MCCURDY PAVILION AT 
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Jazz Port Townsend Festival, 
$25–$185

Sun 7/28
LIVE MUSIC
a CHOP SUEY Private Island, 
Magic Bronson, Pink Skies,  
8 pm, $12/$14

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 
Emerald City Voices, 4–7 pm, 
$15/$20

THE FUNHOUSE Ten Foot Pole, 
Phantom Racer, Chance to Steal, 
8:30 pm, $10/$12

HIGH DIVE The Last Minute 
Maybes, Gretta Harley, Judd 
Wasserman, 2 pm, $5/$8

HIGH DIVE Six 2 Midnight, The 
Cells, 16 Ghost, 8 pm, $5/$8

NECTAR Anuhea, Spawnbreezie, 
8 pm, $25–$31

SUNSET TAVERN The Regrets, 
MESSIMER, Divorce Care, 7:30 
pm, $10

TRACTOR TAVERN The Steel-
drivers, Isaak Opatz, 8 pm, 
sold out

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

JAZZ
 JAZZ ALLEY Poncho Sanchez 

Latin Jazz Band, $35

a THE ROYAL ROOM Jazz 
Sounds of 1950’s California,  
5 pm, $10

Mon 7/29
LIVE MUSIC
SUNSET TAVERN Drugdealer, 
Donny Benet, 7:30 pm, $13

 TRACTOR TAVERN Dave 
Alvin, Christy McWilson, Chris 
Miller, 8 pm, $30

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS Down- 
town Summer Sounds, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

Tues 7/30
LIVE MUSIC
a FREMONT ABBEY Florist, 
Guests, 7:30 pm, $12/$15

THE FUNHOUSE The Spewers, 
Subverter, 8:30 pm, $5/$7

HIGH DIVE Cycle Of Hands, 
Arami Walker, Babe Magnet, Lily 
Indigo, 8 pm, $5/$8

THE KRAKEN BAR & LOUNGE 
Hellgod, Allweather, Boss 
Tanaka, 8 pm, $7

a MOORE THEATRE Walk Off 
The Earth, 7:30 pm, $36–$46

TRACTOR TAVERN Shane 
Smith & The Saints, The 
Lowdown Drifters, 9 pm, $12

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
Downtown Summer Sounds, free

WHITE RIVER AMPHITHEATRE 
Pain in the Grass 2019, $30–$130+

a WILLIS D. TUCKER COMM-
UNITY PARK Music in the Park, 
7–8:30 pm, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

JAZZ
JAZZ ALLEY Philthy Funk,  
7:30 pm, $31

Wed 7/31
LIVE MUSIC
CAFE RED The Honorable Rap  
and Dance Tour, 7 pm–12 am, $10

a CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE The Alchemy of 
Improvisation, 8 pm, $5–$15

CHOP SUEY B Boys, Bodega, 
Antonioni, 8 pm, $12/$14

HIGH DIVE PRXZM, Party Nails, 
Guests, 8 pm, $12

NECTAR Chitty (Nahko & 
MFTP), Cosmic Serenity, Sarah 
Christine, 8 pm, $10–$16

a SHOWBOX SODO Mayday 
Parade, State Champs, Mom Jeans., 
Just Friends, 6:30 pm, $30/$32

SUNSET TAVERN Kelsey 
Sprague, Secret Band, 
Diamondwolf, 7:30 pm, $10

 TRACTOR TAVERN Dave 
Alvin, Christy McWilson, Chris 
Miller, 8 pm, $30

a VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
Downtown Summer Sounds, free

CLASSICAL/
OPERA
FORT WORDEN STATE PARK 
Olympic Music Festival

JAZZ
JAZZ ALLEY Philthy Funk,  
7:30 pm, $31

a TRIPLE DOOR Larry Fuller 
Trio, 7:30 pm, $20/$25

http://www.scarecrow.com/
http://blog.scarecrow.com/silverscreeners
http://blog.scarecrow.com/donations
http://humpfilmfest.com/
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Film

I
t’s raining when I arrive at the Beacon, a 
still-under-construction single-screen 
movie theater nestled between a bar-
bershop and a catering company on 
Rainier Avenue South in Columbia 

City. Outside, the air is fi lled with the sounds 
of a bustling metropolis, but once the doors 

close behind you, the 
noise mostly fades away.

The 50-seat theater—
which opens on Friday, 

July 19—is a new addition to Seattle’s cin-
ema scene, cofounded by Tommy Swenson 
and Casey Moore. They plan to screen an 
eclectic, curated selection of both new and 
old, avant-garde and mainstream fi lms. This 
ethos is summed up in the opening-night 
double feature: pre-Code-era musical Gold 
Diggers of 1933 and iconic male-strip-
per-focused dramedy Magic Mike XXL.

“They’re two movies made 80 years apart 
that both have a lot to say about pleasure and 
sex and economy, and are just so much about 
the spirit of getting together and putting on a 
show,” says Swenson with a smile.

Both Swenson and Moore are from the Se-
attle area and cite the once robust art-house 
cinema scene in the U-District as crucial 
to their love of cinema. Despite running 
around the same circles at the same time, the 
34-year-olds didn’t actually meet until a cou-
ple of years ago, at a crayfi sh boil in Austin.

By then, Moore had graduated from UW, 
clocked some time at the Criterion Collec-
tion in NYC, and started a design and mar-
keting company for independent fi lm, called 
High Council. Swenson, whose video-store 
background included a stint at Scarecrow 
Video, landed in Austin, where he edited vid-
eos and programmed fi lms for Alamo Draft-
house Cinema. Their meeting felt like fate.

As fi lm nerds, both had always dreamed 
about owning a single-screen movie house. 
Last year while Moore was in search of new 
o�  ce space for High Council, he came across 

a Craigslist ad for a space near his house. 
Once he realized the place was both cheap 
and huge, that dream felt tangible. “The 
gears started moving, and I began to think 
maybe this could really happen,” Moore said. 
He called Swenson “and we started talking 
about what we could do.”

Neither Moore nor Swenson seem too 
concerned about the economics of opening 
a single-screen theater during the age of 
Big Streaming, even in the face of several 
Seattle cinema strongholds shutting down 
in the past few years. They believe it’s about 

fi nding your niche. And slowly their vision 
has coalesced.

The space is still coming together during 
my visit. Only two of the 50 seats—salvaged 
from a high school in Centralia—are bolted 
down to the tiered seating area that faces the 
14-foot screen, and they’re still in the pro-
cess of soundproofi ng the theater area. The 
lobby will feature a wall-size mural of Chris 
Marker’s 1962 experimental fi lm La Jetée, as 
well as an archival photo from UW featuring 
a historic movie theater on Beacon Hill, also 
called the Beacon, and a surreal Italian poster 
for Jacques Tourneur’s 1942 fi lm Cat People.

To start, the Beacon will present after-
noon matinees and a few evening showings 
during the week, and three or four showings 
on weekends. Some of Swenson’s selections 
will be informed by his anti-capitalist convic-
tions and experience as a labor organizer in 
Portland. He and Moore hope to bring radical 
perspectives into an entertaining context—
fi lms that don’t feel like “eating your vegeta-
bles and doing homework.”

During the Beacon’s fi rst week (July 19–
25), admission will be free, in order to intro-
duce the theater to as many people as possible.

And, most importantly: What about the 
popcorn? They’re still in the research stage, 
but agree that they’d ultimately like to serve 
something “fl avorful but light.” Sounds good 
to me. ■

A New Beacon of Cinema
Two movie nerds are opening a single-screen theater, 

the Beacon, in Columbia City.
BY JASMYNE KEIMIG

T he top three albums by Brain Eno 
are, in this order, Ambient 1: Music 
for Airports (1978), Discreet Music 
(1975), and Apollo: Atmospheres 

and Soundtracks (1983). Two of the three 
most beautiful tracks on Apollo, “Always 
Returning” and “An Ending (Ascent),” 
dominate the soundtrack of the 1989 
documentary For All Mankind, which was 

initially called Apollo 
and concerns the space 
mission that took two 
humans to the moon.

Those who, like me, 
know Eno’s albums even better than the 
back of their hand, will be surprised that 
the 80-minute documentary, directed by Al 
Reinert, does not follow Apollo’s very clear 
track list. For example, one expected the 

album’s penultimate track, the majestically 
ethereal “Always Returning,” to score the 
Apollo mission’s return to Earth.

You can easily picture it: The astronauts 
have been in zero gravity for most of the mis-

sion’s eight days. They have traveled nearly 
500,000 miles, and they are about to reenter 
the only home humans will ever experience. 
It is so blue. The green of its photosynthe-
sizing life forms is visible. There are swirl-

ing stretches of bright white clouds. This is 
where “Always Returning” belongs.

But the song is played all over the place 
and without much consideration to the mood 
it captures. It’s “Always Returning” when 
Apollo 11 leaves Earth, “Always Returning” 
when the spacecraft is traveling through 
black empty space, and “Always Returning” 
when the astronauts are on the moon. Why 
wasn’t Eno’s song sequence used? His al-
bum’s program tells a much better and vastly 
more beautiful story. What was the director 
thinking? Why scramble “Stars” with “An 
Ending (Ascent),” a track that can be fairly 
described as the cathedral of the 1980s?

All that said, For All Mankind is still worth 
watching because it is as close as we will 
ever get to the amazing fi lm that’s depicted 
on Apollo: Atmospheres and Soundtracks. ■

Eno’s Ill-Used Space Soundtrack in For All Mankind
BY CHARLES MUDEDE

FOR ALL MANKIND
Dir. Al Reinert
Opens Fri July 19, 
SIFF Film Center

THE BEACON
4405 Rainier Ave S,
thebeacon.film

Coming soon to a neighborhood near you.
THE STRANGER
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Film

Early Warnings
FAST AND FURIOUS PRESENTS: HOBBS AND SHAW Wide release, opening Fri Aug 2

THE KITCHEN Wide release, opening Fri Aug 9

Top Picks
JULY 19–25

‘Pulp Fiction’
Remember when Quentin Tarantino was young and 
fresh, and everything he did felt novel, exciting, and 
unique? He’s arguably never been better than he 
was writing and directing Pulp Fiction. Remember 
the first time you saw it and you were like: “What 
the fuck just happened  Hang on a sec, I’m gonna 
go see that again”? Remember how Uma Thurman 
was so cool in that dark bob and lady suit, and 
John Travolta made his big comeback after years of 
stinkers as a sweaty, pale, overweight hit man  And 
Samuel L. Jackson was prime Samuel L. Jackson, 
all perfectly placed one-liners and righteous mono-
loguing  emember how the most dark, shocking, 
and violent scenes in the film are also some of 
the most hilarious, including the most epic case of 
instant karma in a pawnshop that has ever been 
imagined  I was 14 when this movie came out, and 
it felt like a revelation. I miss that Tarantino. A  mm  
print of Pulp Fiction is being screened at Grand Illu-
sion in honor of the film’s 2 th anniversary. (Grand 
Illusion, $10.) LEILANI POLK

JULY 26–28

‘Barbara Rubin & the Exploding 
NY Underground’
A precocious individual who experimented with 
drugs at a young age, Barbara ubin electrified ew 

ork City’s underground-cinema community as a 
1 -year-old assistant to scene guru Jonas Mekas 

in 19 . She uickly insinuated her radical ideas 
about sexuality, spirituality, and formal techni ues 
into the counterculture with Christmas on Earth 
and other works. ubin later became a key figure in 
Andy Warhol’s Factory, shooting Uptight #3, which 
helped to mythologize legendary rock group the 
Velvet Underground. Barbara Rubin & the Exploding 
NY Underground also delves into Rubin’s obsessive, 
fraught relationship with Allen Ginsberg and her 
immersion in Orthodox Judaism, which shifted her 
from subversive art-making to what friends and col-
leagues viewed as subservient motherhood. This 
film effectively portrays her galvanizing, bewilder-
ing life. (Northwest Film Forum, $12.) DAVE SEGAL

JULY 26–AUG 1

‘A Bigger Splash’
Here is my confession: I think the story in A Bigger 
Splash is uninteresting. There is a rock star, she 
has friends and lovers, she has rock-star problems, 
and so forth and so on. But the director of this film, 
Luca Guadagnino, has an eye for beauty that is 
first-rate. Indeed, you can watch his films without 
sound, with no idea of what’s going on, and still 
be amazed by the layers of light, the colors of the 
art direction, the folds of the wardrobe. This, for 
me, is the real and ultimate stuff of cinema. I also 
think his 2009 film I Am Love—which, like A Bigger 
Splash, stars Tilda Swinton—has a sex scene 
whose beauty is spiritual, if not supernatural. 
(Northwest Film Forum, $12.) CHARLES MUDEDE

‘Sword of Trust’
The charm of America’s favorite deadbeat uncle, 
Marc Maron, is a fine line. It’s either offensive or 
sexy. Where you fall on that line depends on your 
drunkenness and/or daddy issues. What secrets 
does his pornstache hold  How many regrets are 
hidden in those hairs  I was thinking about this 
’stache throughout Sword of Trust, directed by 
Seattle’s own Lynn Shelton. This is the first time 
Shelton has shot a film outside of Washington 
State, in Alabama, but you wouldn’t know it, as it’s 
set almost exclusively in a pawnshop owned by 
Maron’s character, Mel. There are other excellent 
actors in the film, and there is a loose plot about a 

uestionable Confederate relic and the conspir-
acy theorists who want to buy it. But the story 
is so clumsy that it doesn’t really matter. Go 
for Maron’s wry ’stache. (SIFF Cinema Uptown, 
$11/$14.) CHASE BURNS

Amazing Grace
orthwest Film Forum, 

Wed July 1, : 0 pm, $12

Buddha’s Palm
The Beacon, Sat July 20, 
9 pm, free

City Lights
The Beacon, July 20-22, 
free

Comedy Gold from the 
American Cinema
Seattle Art Museum, Thurs, 
$9/$ 2, through Aug 1

Diamantino
SIFF Cinema ptown, 
opening Fri July 19, 
$11/$14

Dressed to the Nines: 
Cinema Style
SIFF Cinema ptown, Sat, 
July 20-Aug 24, $14

The Farewell
Wide release, opening Fri 
July 19

Gold Diggers of 1933
The Beacon, July 19  2 , 
free

Instant Dreams
orthwest Film Forum, 

July 19-2 , $12

Kiki’s Delivery Service
Various locations, July 
28-29  1, $1

The Lion King
Wide release, opening Fri 
July 19

Magic Mike XXL
The Beacon, July 19  2 , 
free

Mandy
Central Cinema,  
July 19-24, $8/$10

Once Upon a Time in 
Hollywood
Wide release, Fri July 2

Streetwise
The Beacon, July 2 - 
Aug 1, $1

The Third Wife
SIFF Film Center, opening 
Fri July 2 , $11/$14

To Be or Not to Be
The Beacon, July 20-21, 
free

Short 
List
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Bite of Seattle
Seattle boasts plenty of food and drink festivals 
year-round, but Bite of Seattle—billed as “Seattle’s 
original and largest food and beverage showcase” 
and claiming to draw more than 375,000 guests 

each year—is the most well-known gluttonous 
gathering by far, having been going since 1982. 
Each year, the event assembles upwards of 200 
food and specialty vendors, as well as offering craft 
beer and cider tastings, beer gardens, live cooking 
demos and mystery ingredient cook-offs with local 
chefs on the “Bite Cooks” stage, and more. When 
you can’t eat any more, wander over to the free 
outdoor movie night for a viewing of Wayne’s World 
on Friday, or to one of three stages for live music by 

a range of artists throughout the weekend. (Seattle 
Center, 11 am, free.) JULIANNE BELL

SAT JULY 20

Ragin’ Viet-Cajun
In recent decades, certain Vietnamese cuisine has 
been infused with Cajun flavors, a phenomenon with 
roots in the Gulf Coast. The result is an unexpected 
but felicitous union: Both cultures share French 
influences, stem from coastal communities, and 

O
ne of the many happy things that 
came from the opening of the 
Capitol Hill light-rail station in 
March 2016 is that it brought 
Nacho Borracho into my daily 

orbit. The bar—which is decked out in all 
manner of graffiti, Mexican knickknacks, 
and string lights—is less than a block from 
the station where I catch the train to get 
back to my house in Columbia City. After a 
day’s work, I almost never fail to have one 
or two or three drinks at Nacho Borracho 
before dipping into the underground. I’m 

home in 30 minutes.
For me, the bar not 

only functions as a “third 
space”—a location that’s be-

tween the “first space” (home) and the “sec-
ond space” (work)—but also a “fourth space,” 
a location where you meet, by appointment, 
new people or old friends you have not seen 
in some time. I pick Nacho Borracho for such 
occasions because it always nixes the alco-
hol-enhanced temptation of calling an Uber 
afterward. The station is right there. I can 
listen to music during the trip. There are peo-
ple to watch on the train. And I love the night 
walk from the stop: My head is swirling with 
booze and beats (usually by Burial or Model 
500) and the few visible wandering stars in 
the light-populated urban sky.

Nacho Borracho also has food. It’s sold by 
a separate business within the bar that func-
tions like a taco truck. For a number of years, 
it was operated by celebrated chef Monica 
Dimas. In March of this year, however, Dimas 
left to focus on her main restaurant, Little 
Neon Taco on First Hill. She was immedi-
ately replaced by Ricardo Valdez, a chef from 
Los Angeles who once worked at the fancy 
London Plane. He calls his new taco joint El 
Xolo. The good news is there’s no bad news 
about Valdez’s kitchen.

His tacos are prepared with a visual ele-
gance and complicated flavors that are en-
hanced or made distinct by heirloom corn, 
which produces darkish tortillas. But best 
of all are the nachos: inexpensive, very gen-
erous (lots of cheese, a heap of meat, and 

sharp-tasting guacamole), and rich with 
chips that are, in my estimation, unusually 
crisp. One plate keeps three people going and 
talking, which is why nachos are bar food par 
excellence.

And this, after all, is the point of my piece. 
Nachos are the most appropriate fare for the 
inherent sociability of bars. They do not lock 

up drinkers in the prison of separate plates 
(dinner in a regular restaurant), but are 
open to the whole table. One does not break 
a conversation if they are eating nachos with 
friends. Words, dreams, passions, philoso-
phies easily flow over the pile. Few things in 
the nightlife world are sadder than the sight of 
a person picking at a plate of nachos alone. ■

Nachos Are the  
Most Important Bar Food

El Xolo, inside Nacho Borracho, serves a perfect version 
of the inherently sociable appetizer.

BY CHARLES MUDEDE

El Xolo nachos: a delicious pile-on.
JESSICA STEIN

EL XOLO
209 Broadway E

THINGS
TO

DO
FOOD EVENTS

RESTAURANTS

MUSIC

BARS&CLUBS

StrangerThingsToDo.com

 

Se
attle

’s Best Fish & Chips

 Pacific Inn Pub
Fine Ales 

and Spirits
Near the Center of the Universe  

at the corner of 35th and Stone Way N.
206-547-2967

NASHVILLE HOT CHICKEN

SISTERS AND 
BROTHERS

NASHVILLE HOT CHICKEN
1128 S ALBRO PL, GEORGETOWN • 206-762-3767
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 Before, During & After
the Mariners games!

ONE BLOCK NORTH OF T-MOBILE PARK
553 1ST AVE S • 206-628-0474

www.trianglepub.com

$2 Rainiers & 
$6.50 Man Cans 
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harbor an affinity for seafood and crayfish boils. 
ow Friends of Little Saigon will pay tribute to this 

uni ue fusion with a summer pop-up. Attendees 
can roll up their sleeves before tearing into a delight-
fully messy and spicy iet-Cajun seafood boil of 
crustaceans doused in butter, spices, lemongrass, 
and ginger from Crawfish ing, and slurping up 
bowls of iet-Cajun pho from Pho Bac. There will 
also be drinks, beer gardens, karaoke, live Js, and 

ietnamese streetwear for sale. Proceeds will ben-
efit Little Saigon’s creative space, which promotes 

ietnamese culture, identity, and programs. (Pho Bac 
Súp Shop, 12 pm–12 am, $10/$25.) JULIANNE BELL

SUN JULY 21

Lamb and Rosé
In her book, A Boat, a Whale & a Walrus: Menus 
and Stories, chef enee Erickson writes that she’s 
always harbored a fondness for ros , ever since it 
first started gaining popularity in the nited States, 
and has long appreciated its ability to pair with foods 
that “other wines can’t.” ne such food is lamb. Be-
cause a leg of lamb was too time-consuming to offer 
as a regular menu dish, Erickson and her colleagues 
at Boat Street Cafe conceived a joyful, family-style 
dinner party of lamb and ros  for a special feast. And 
the tradition stuck. The dinner takes place every July, 
usually on a night that Erickson describes as “the 
kind of warm summer evening that brings a whisper 
of salt air in from Puget Sound.” This year’s festivities 
will feature applewood-roasted lamb cooked in 
the Whale Wins’ wood-fired oven, and, as always, 
dancing and a never-ending flow of pale pink wine. 
(The Whale Wins, 6–9 pm, $130.) JULIANNE BELL

WED JULY 24

Game of Chefs
When you play the Game of Thrones, you win or 
you die. Luckily, the stakes in Game of Chefs—Seat-
tle Business etwork’s cutthroat culinary competi-
tion in which Iron Chef meets the Iron Throne—are 
not uite so dire. In a Chopped-style cook-off, chefs 
from Seattle estaurant Week will duke it out using 
a basket of Seattle Made products and a pantry 
of local ingredients, with the top chef crowned by 
local celebrity judges and the audience. This year 
will feature chef imberly Cosway of Heartwood 
Provisions, chef risti Brown of That Brown Girl 
Cooks!, and chef evin J avid of rfeo. Guests can 

try bites, signature cocktails, beer, and wine, mingle 
with the participating chefs and producers, and pur-
chase Seattle Made products. (Hot Stove Society, 
6–9:30 pm, $125/$200.) JULIANNE BELL

CLOSING SAT AUG 17

Hawaiian Nights
Canlis knows how to throw a party. Seattle’s 
illustrious fine-dining institution is notorious for its 
extravagant ew ear’s Eve blowouts—last year’s 
Hawaiian-inspired luau featured real waterfalls, a koi 
pond, and live animals  the previous year’s glamor-
ous 19 0s-inspired affair boasted a period-accurate, 
Spady-family-approved re-creation of a mid-cen-
tury ick’s rive-In  and a prior ski-chalet-themed 
soiree had hot tubs, real snow, and Saint Bernard 
dogs. A E ticket doesn’t come cheap, though, so 
it’s all the more exciting that Canlis has decided to 
throw an “unfancy, laid-back, lowbrow” weekend 
bash in their parking lot this summer for the rest of 
us non-one-percenters. They’ll transform the area 
into an island paradise with an actual pool, and have 
teased thatched huts, a pig roast, a bar, pizza, kalbi 
ribs, shishito peppers, and mac salad. Bring your 
bathing suit. (Canlis, Fri–Sat.) JULIANNE BELL

BALLARD
Galos Flame Grilled 
Chicken
Portuguese-style flame-
grilled chicken chain
907 NW Ballard Way,  
Suite 100

CAPITOL HILL
Cookie Counter

egan ice cream shop  
and bakery
517 E Pike St

Logan’s Espresso
Espresso stand
1701 E Madison St 

Tea Addicts
Bubble tea shop
1527 Harvard Ave

CENTRAL DISTRICT
Capercaillie Pub
British pub with cask ales 
and soccer
1315 E Jefferson St

DOWNTOWN
Dough Zone Dumpling 
House
Chinese dumpling emporium
815 Pine St
Matcha Cafe Maiko
Hawaiian matcha chain
400 Pine St, Suite 324

UNIVERSITY DISTRICT
Chicglet

orean restaurant with 
fruit juices and fried snacks
4135 University Way NE

WALLINGFORD
Olé Café
Spanish-language-only 
tapas cafe
5421 Meridian Ave N 

WOODINVILLE
Black Raven Brewing 
Company
Craft brewery and taproom
15902 Woodinville- Redmond 
Rd NE

New Bars & 
Restaurants

Author Talk: Food of the  
Italian South by Katie Parla
Book Larder, Sun July 21, 
10: 0 am, free

Bastille Rooftop Dinner 
Series
Bastille Cafe  Bar, 
Mon Tues, :4  pm, $1 , 
through Sept 1

Brewing Traditional 
Nordic Farmhouse Beers

ordic Museum, Thurs 
July 18, 8 pm, $1

Feast on the Farm 2019
Full Circle Farm, Thurs 
July 18, $1  (sold out)

Garden Party Thursdays
Hotel Sorrento, Thurs,  
4 8 pm, through Aug 29

M/M AFTER DARK Vol. 4
The Station, Fri July 19,  
10 pm 2 am, $10

Red, White & Brew 2019
Seattle Center, Thurs  
July 2 , 10 pm, $ 0

Tasting Flight Present-
ed by Alaska Airlines
Woodland Park Zoo, Fri  
July 2 , 9 pm, $ 8 $ 8

Short 
List

Early Warnings
SUMMER SOIF 2019 Vif, Sun Aug 4, 1 pm, $25

TYLER MALEK: SALT & STRAW ICE CREAM COOKBOOK Book Larder, Mon Aug 12, 6:30 pm, free

NATAWORRY PHOTOGRAPHY

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-6PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-5PM
PROUDLY SERVING LOCAL PASTRIES,  

ORGANIC LOOSE LEAF TEAS, AND OUR VERY OWN 
AIR-ROASTED, ORGANIC, FAIR TRADE COFFEE, USING 
BEANS FROM CAFÉ FEMENINO, AN ORGANIZATION 
HELPING EMPOWER WOMEN AROUND THE WORLD. 

*GLUTEN FREE AND VEGAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE!*

*CHECK OUT OUR NEW GREEN DEAL!

•MUG MONDAYS AND WEEKDAY HAPPY HOUR 
(NOON-3PM)- 25 CENTS OFF BEVERAGES USING IN 

HOUSE MUGS OR TRAVEL MUGS
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But First, Coffee BY BRENDAN EMMETT QUIGLEY

Don’t you think this “summer” has been hilarious?

ACROSS

1. Madonna nickname

6. Credit card type

10. Pixar movie inspired by the 
Day of the Dead

14. Stevia rival

15. Busy travel nights

16. Shortly

17. Thing blown after a heavy 
rainstorm?

20. Canadian Football League 
division

21. Canadian Football League 
scores: Abbr.

22. Heads into the pool?

23. ___ homo

25. Peter Parker’s girlfriend

27. Kangaroo’s hereditary piece?

33. Sea eagles

34. Mario’s wheels

35. That sorta thing

37. Iraq’s ___ City

38. Barbecue meat

40. Roman censor

41. Bioguard Lo ’N ___ (pool 
chemical)

42. Like one end of the pool

43. “The Good, the Bad & the 
Queen” singer Albarn

44. Activity similar to barhopping?

48. “___ we forget”

49. Car maker Ferrari

50. With 6-Down, “Even Flow” 
singer

53. It started after the July 
Crisis: Abbr.

54. Carefree life

58. Sleazeball magician?

62. Sticking point?

63. British noble

64. Hospital area

65. Thicket trees

66. It’s worth a nickel

67. Unionize?

DOWN

1. Cory Booker’s side eye, e.g.

2. Blue hue

3. Outfit

4. Ana of “Wine Country”

5. Multi-core?

6. See 50-Across

7. “All in the Timing” playwright 
David

8. Darn it all

9. Cricket bat wood

10. House of cards?

11. Broadcasting

12. Haan of shoemaking

13. Tip jar notes

18. Cortisone target

19. Clarifying phrase

24. Shot amts.

25. Athlete who plays for 
“Big Blue”

26. Slacker’s bugaboo

27. Singer-songwriter Glynne

28. Sonicare rival

29. Wicket W. Warrick’s home 
moon

30. Giraffe cousin

31. City where the first 2020 
Democrat debates were held

32. “Rocketman” subject, 
familiarly

36. Big ape

38. Admit, with “up”

39. Beat and humiliated, online

40. Afro-Brazilian martial art

42. Mega-nerd

43. Border dispute area: Abbr.

45. Our moral superiors

46. Hairstyle for Gabe Kaplan

47. History chapter

50. Topiary’s side

51. Kind of pickle

52. Beat it

53. Big troubles

55. Maker of the Aspire laptops

56. Toffee candy bar

57. Look at

59. Harry Potter: Hogwarts 
Mystery, e.g.

60. “How about that!”

61. 45, for a 7-inch 

JOHNNY SAMPSON

Find the solution at 
thestranger.com/puzzlesolution.

Neal believed the shorter the 
message, the more powerful 
it was. The jury is still out on 
that one. 

TIMOTHY CURTIS

LAURA MISHKIN

Local artists: Want to submit a comic to run in The Stranger?  E-mail it to comics@thestranger.com.

mailto:comics@thestranger.com
http://thestranger.com/puzzlesolution.
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BURIEN 14325 1st Ave South
Burien, WA 98168   206-242-6000  

admin@thejointllc.com

SEATTLE 4336 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98105   206-283-3333  

admin@thejointllc.com

Warning - this product contains marijuana. When eaten or swallowed the intoxicating effects of this drug may be delayed by two or more hours. Should not be used by women that are pregnant or breast feeding. 
For use by adults twenty-one and over. Keep out of reach of children. Products containing marijuana can impair judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the infl uence of this drug. This product has 
intoxicating effects and may be habit forming.

U-DISTRICT LOCATION NOW OPEN!

Est 2010

Check Out Our Daily Deals at TheJointllc.com

Discover the benefits of CBD with THC

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children.

2413 E Union St. Central District Seattle   8 AM to 11:45 PM Daily   (206) 420 2180   ponderseattle.com

Your Neighborly Cannabis Shop®

IT’S TIME TO

ADVOCATE
FOR YOU

mailto:admin@thejointllc.com
mailto:admin@thejointllc.com
http://ponderseattle.com/

