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A 
congregation of mostly queer enthusiasts 
of drag and vintage fashion sat in the chilly 
basement of Kremwerk on a Thursday 
evening. The looping beats of DJ MMMelt 
pulsated around us. Sitting in the front row, 

closest to the runway—the center of all the commo-
tion—I cursed myself for not wearing shades. I had 
André Leon Talley on the brain.

At Thriftease, a quarterly event with a lot of moving 
parts, five models of different sizes, genders, races, and 
ability walk the runway wearing two different thrift-
ed outfits. One is carefully curated by a guest stylist. 
The other is curated by Mona Real, a drag performer 
known for her vintage looks, who hosts the show.

Rounding the corner and coming down the run-
way was queer burlesque performer Ms. Briq House. 
Wearing a green, sheer, hooded cloak, Briq spun co-
quettishly down the glitter-covered catwalk. I glanced 
down at my brochure to find out more. The cloak, 
called “Fern Gully Faggotry” in the brochure, was 
listed as a size 10/12.

Mona Real, gripping her mic and lightly perspiring, 
started the bidding: “One dollar!”

The “auctionqueer” (a role occupied by a different 
person each show) was Amoania, a Seattle drag legend 

CHAOTIC AND SEXY
Thriftease is part drag show, part fashion show, part market,  

part auction, and part striptease.
BY JASMYNE KEIMIG

PHOTOS BY MEGAN XEAL

Amoania, left, the “auctionqueer” at a recent event, and Mona Real, right, Thriftease’s host, sell a garment being modeled by Venus Stevens, center.

Ms. Briq House slips off a hooded cloak to reveal a sheer, backless jumpsuit studded with pearls.
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who was serving a slutty Suze Orman look. 
She began flipping the numbers on a score-
board, tracking the bids, trying to keep pace 
with Mona’s calling.

In addition to the measurements of all the 
featured garments (bust, waist, hip, length, 
etc.), the brochure included the names of 
the models and their Venmos (for tips), and 
other helpful information. On the back of 
the brochure was the attendee’s “paddle,” a 
unique number they could use to bid and to 
claim items they’d won.

Before the show and during intermission, 
attendees had a chance to peruse the collec-
tions of featured vendors who had contrib-
uted jewelry or accessories to the runway. 
They set up shop around the catwalk and 
seating area, forming a kind of mini-market. 
There was also a “Size Queen” available to 
take measurements, so you could be sure 
that the items you were bidding on would 
actually fit you.

As Mona called out bids, Thriftease cre-
ative director Isador Vorpahl, a TUF-affili-
ated DJ (MMMelt), spun more beats. Some 
items went for much lower than expected, 
others much higher. Once a winner was de-
clared, Mona called out the paddle number 
and agreed-upon price to scribes backstage. 
The model then sensually stripped the gar-
ment off their body. Then the process start-
ed all over again until the model—either an 
amateur or an experienced performer—was 
left in only their skivvies to float cheekily 
offstage to claps and whoops.

Thriftease is an all-encompassing expe-
rience, one that’s utterly affirming, fun, and 
also kind of hot.

“Selling clothes requires a totally dif-
ferent sleep schedule and basic labor” 
than drag, said Mona Real, the heart of 
Thriftease, who by day sells vintage fash-
ion out of Fremont Vintage Mall. “Whereas 
drag is very nightlife centered. It’s hard to 
do both.”

In addition to hosting Thriftease, she 
does the shopping for the show, and she 
takes the measurements of both the mod-
els and the garments. Assisting in creative 
direction is Vorpahl, a drag entertainer 
in their own right, who DJs, designs the 
graphics for the brochures, and alters the 
garments for the runway. Together they 
dream up a theme and invite others who fit 
the vibe to collaborate with them.

The theme on this particular night was 
“Queer 4 Sheer,” with More Fats More 
Femmes collaborators Adria Garcia and 
Kim Selling. 

The looks were out of this world—sexy 
and a little off-kilter. The selection includ-
ed a skintight beige jumpsuit embroidered 
with black flowers with a high neckline; a 
pair of blue polka-dot, transparent vinyl 
rain pants; an orange tie-dyed mesh crop 
top; a long, sheer, olive-colored hoodie; a 
pair of cotton, holey, high-waisted white 
pants; and black lace boudoir gloves.

One of the most important aspects of 
the show to Mona and Vorpahl is creating 
a space and a community for fat people to 
buy garments made for their own bodies. 
“If there is stuff on the runway that is for 
fat people and you’re a skinny person, try to 
take a step back,” Vorpahl said.

For the past couple of shows, Mona has 
explicitly asked for skinny people to be 
aware of this policy before the bidding com-
menced—to mixed results. During the last 

show, I witnessed at least two bidding wars 
between a skinny person and a fatter person 
for a garment made for a bigger body. More 
often than not, the skinny person held their 
ground and won out.

That ignorance frustrates both Mona and 
Vorpahl. “People just need to understand 
the difference between something that is 
free size and something that is specifical-
ly for a fat body,” said Mona. “Realize that 
what is available for fat people has been 
destroyed, has not been archived, and has 
not been passed down.”

Above all, Mona and Vorpahl emphasized 
the importance of community and inclusion 
at their events. “Always a big point of what 

we wanted to do with Thriftease, beyond 
make an amazing event and put our view-
point out there, is we wanted to lead an event 
that would also better our community,” said 
Vorpahl. “So we could hire within our com-
munity and pay people within our communi-
ty, and so the event itself was a community.”

“If we want to be artists and sustainable 
artists and valued in our community, we 
need to create an economy for ourselves,” 
said Mona. “And that has to take time.”

While Briq was still onstage, paddles 
flew in the air around me, dwindling slow-
ly as Mona’s rhythmic cattle rattle (“three 
dollars! Four dollars! Five dollars!”) ran up 
the price of the green cloak. Eventually, a 
winner emerged. Briq then slid off the cloak 
and handed it to an unseen presence back-
stage, revealing a sheer, mesh, backless Yves 
Klein–blue jumpsuit studded with pearls. It 
glowed in the pink light.

The audience let out a soft gasp. “Wow,” 
muttered the person closest to me. The 
neckline plunged nearly to Briq’s waist, with 
frill going down the side from the top of her 
hips to the cuff of the pants. Initially, there 
was a frenzy of paddles waving in the air. 
Then the bidding came down to two peo-
ple standing next to each other while Briq 
danced for the crowd. The jumpsuit eventu-
ally went for around $80. A steal. ■

The next Thriftease is Friday, October 18, at 
Kremwerk. The theme is “Camp My Style” 
with guest stylist Lactose Intoler-Art.

Drag queen Mona Real, curator and 
host of Thriftease, is known for her 
vintage looks.
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M eghan Daum is used to being 
controversial. A columnist for 
the Los Angeles Times for more 
than a decade, Daum has tackled 

big culture-war subjects, from the right to 
die to the commodification of feminism to 
trigger warnings on campuses. But over 
the past few years, almost so gradually 
that you wouldn’t notice it, Daum has gone 
from controversial to problematic.

“I’ve been saying controversial things 
since my mid-20s,” Daum tells me. “That’s 
how I was able to carve out a career. 
Back then, that was the 
whole idea. It’s what a 
public thinker was sup-
posed to do.”

That, however, has 
changed. And while there’s 
still clearly a market for 
controversial ideas (my own 
continued employment being 
proof ), the backlash for ex-
pressing those ideas has grown 
by several orders of magnitude. 
Before the internet, before social 
media, a column might inspire a few irate 
letters to the editor. Today, it can mean 
thousands of comments and tweets, and the 
rage is more often directed at the author 
personally than the ideas he or she raises.

It’s the age of the ad hominem attack, 
and Daum has watched as so called “bad 
opinions” and the people who hold them are 
mobbed by strangers online. Some of these 
strangers are probably genuinely aggrieved, 
and some of them just enjoy the sight of a 
good bloodbath.

Daum’s latest book, The Problem with 
Everything, is, in part, about watching the 
culture change around her, something she 
calls “a moment of profound cognitive dis-
sonance,” especially on the political left. 
Values that were once solidly the purview 
of the left—the importance of transgressive 
art and comedy, the need for due process, an 
almost pathological defense of free speech—
have been abandoned by the very people 
who once defended them and co-opted by 
the political right. It’s a shift that Daum is 
concerned about, to put it lightly.

“There is no room for nuance right now. 
Instead, we see a lot of purity-policing 
and authoritarianism,” Daum says. “The  

similarities between the 
Christian right and the woke 

left are pretty striking. Except 
the Christian right at least has the concept 
of redemption. The left doesn’t have that.”

As Daum has become increasingly criti-
cal of the creeping authoritarianism on the 
left, she’s earned herself a new label, one 
even more toxic than “problematic.”

“Somewhere along the line, I went from 
being the predictable liberal, feminist, Gen 
X columnist to being construed as a cen-
trist or even a conservative,” she says. It’s 
not an accurate portrayal of her beliefs—
she remains a liberal feminist, and she has 
never voted for a Republican—so the “con-
servative” label is one she has little trouble 
dismissing. “I’m not that,” she says, “so it 
doesn’t really matter. If someone accuses 
you of something, it really only hurts if you 
suspect deep down that they are right.”

The Problem with Everything, which 
Daum will read from at Elliott Bay Book 
Company on November 1 (an event I will be 
moderating), is both personal and universal. 
It’s about herself, but it’s also about culture, 
politics, society, how we live now, and the 
ever stretching divide between older gen-
erations and younger ones. Generational 
divides are hardly new, but thanks (most-
ly) to the rise of social media, this divide 
doesn’t just play out at intergenerational 
Thanksgiving dinners, it plays out all the 
time, everywhere.

Daum, an old-school essayist more in the 
vein of Joan Didion and Nora Ephron than 
xoJane and Jezebel, says she will continue 
to tease out the nuances that exist all around 
us, even as doing so becomes increasingly… 
problematic. ■

Meghan Daum reads on Friday, November 1, 
at Elliott Bay Book Company.

“The similarities 
between the 

Christian right and 
the woke left are 
pretty striking.”

WHAT'S THE PROBLEM?
Liberal feminist writer Meghan Daum  

grapples with the new culture wars.
BY KATIE HERZOG

DAVID ZAUGH
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T
he 5th Avenue Theatre, which has 
produced nine new musicals that 
have gone on to Broadway, is doing 
something this season they haven’t 
done before: three new musicals in 

a row. “It seems risky, but I’m excited to see 
how it turns out,” said Bill Berry, the 5th Av-
enue’s producing artistic director.

Austen’s Pride, Mrs. Doubtfire, and Bliss 
will be the 21st, 22nd, and 23rd new musicals 
on the 5th Avenue’s stage.

“When we do new musicals, we have the 
opportunity to write new stories for the 
world we live in today,” Berry said. “When 
we do new things, the audience is really 
passionate about telling us what they think. 
It’s not a passive experience. They feel like 
they’re part of it.”

The season begins with Austen’s Pride, 
a quasi-adaptation of Pride and Prejudice 
that is also about Jane Austen’s writing of 
the novel. “It goes in and out of her life and 
her writing, as the story unfolds around her. 
She sometimes interacts with the charac-
ters,” he said.

Written by Lindsay Warren Baker and 
Amanda Jacobs, Austen’s Pride, which 
opens October 4, has been in development 

for years. It started without Austen in it—
but over time, it’s become about the author 
herself. One of the reasons Berry picked it is 
because “it’s about a female character at the 
center, a woman who is powerful, has agency, 
is literally forming her own narrative.”

November 26 is the world premiere of 
Mrs. Doubtfire, an adaptation of the 1993 
Robin Williams film (personal note: my 
parents divorced in 1993, and my brothers 
and I have seen that film one billion times). 
Mrs. Doubtfire will be directed by Jerry Zaks, 
a Broadway legend who won a Tony Award 
for directing the revival of Guys and Dolls in 
1992, and was nominated again for his reviv-
al of Hello, Dolly! with Bette Midler in 2017.

“It’s a farce, ultimately—mistaken identi-
ty. There’s a fantastic scene where the father 
is in a restaurant and needs to be himself and 
Mrs. Doubtfire at the same time and goes 
back and forth,” Berry said. “That’s a really 
great opportunity for musical comedy.”

The third of the new musicals is Bliss, 
which opens January 31 and “is about prin-
cess culture, and about who defines what 
a princess is,” he said. Written by Emma 
Lively and Tyler Beattie and choreographed 
by Josh Prince (the acclaimed Broadway 
choreographer of Shrek and Beautiful), Bliss 

has a more pop/rock score than “tradition-
al” musicals.

For audience members (like me) who love 
the 5th Avenue’s inspired reinvigorations 
of musical classics—last season’s West Side 
Story, directed by Berry, and Annie, direct-
ed by Billie Wildrick, were both phenom-
enal—new musicals can be a tougher sell. 
The quality of a work still in development 
is always a crapshoot. Last season’s Marie, 
Dancing Still, about Edgar Degas and one of 
the ballet dancers who inspired his paint-
ings, was superficial and disappointing.

But 5th Avenue patron Buzz Porter told me 
he likes seeing new musicals, even if they are 
unpolished, over classics that have all of the 
kinks worked out. “The few times I’ve been in 
a theater and thought, ‘Oh, this is a waste of 

time,’ it’s never with new shows,” he said. “It’s 
always a revival or something where I think: 
‘Why are they doing this?’ With the kinks in 
new shows, I think that’s more interesting, 
actually. Why didn’t that work, and what 
could they do to make that work?”

Buzz and his wife, Beth, are members of 
the Creativity Circle, a giving level at the 5th 
Avenue, and they credit managing director 
Bernie Griffin with educating them and in-
viting them into the process of seeing and 
giving feedback on new works.

Buzz recalled that Come From Away, a 
Tony Award–winning musical that had its 
world debut at Seattle Rep, actually had a 
previous workshop in the 5th Avenue’s re-
hearsal space. “It was the first time they 
brought the actors together with a script 
and choreographer,” said Buzz, who saw 
that workshop. “That idea that they would 
just use those chairs and rearrange them 
[to create different scenes] all began in that 
workshop in the rehearsal space at the 5th 
Avenue.” He thinks of that as a testament to 

how much the 5th Avenue nurtures the art 
form: It is “developing musicals that aren’t 
even necessarily on its own stage.”

Asked about new musicals at the 5th Av-
enue they have loved the most, the Porters 
named Hairspray (a 2002 production in 
which Matthew Morrison, future Glee star, 
was plucked out of the ensemble to play one 
of the leads); Catch Me If You Can (starring 
Aaron Tveit, who later appeared in the film 
adaptation of Les Miserables—“that was the 

first time we saw him, on the 5th Avenue 
stage, that blew me away”); and A Christmas 
Story (an adaptation of the holiday film that 
won the music-and-lyrics team, Benj Pasek 
and Justin Paul, much acclaim when it went 
to Broadway, and led to them getting backing 
for their next musical, Dear Evan Hansen).

The Porters are looking forward to Aus-
ten’s Pride (they’ve seen it workshopped al-
ready, so they’re eager to see what’s changed). 
They said they don’t know anything about 
Bliss. And they’re “really excited” about Mrs. 
Doubtfire. “I’m starting to be skeptical every 
time they take a movie and make it into a mu-
sical,” Buzz said, “but I’m looking for a good 
musical comedy there.”

“We have a 9-year-old niece in the Seattle 
area,” Beth said, “and we’re excited to take 
her to that one, so we can start introducing 
her to this idea of new shows.” ■

Austen’s Pride runs October 4–27, Mrs. 
Doubtfire runs November 26–December 29, 
and Bliss runs January 31–February 23 at 
the 5th Avenue Theatre.

THE NEW MUSICAL FACTORY
This season, the 5th Avenue is producing three new musicals in a row.

BY CHRISTOPHER FRIZZELLE

Clockwise from top: 2009’s ‘Catch Me 
If You Can,’ a scenic design rendering 
for ‘Austen’s Pride,’ 2002’s ‘Hairspray,’ 
2010’s ‘A Christmas Story.’

Mrs. Doubtfire will 
be directed by Jerry 
Zaks, a Tony Award-

winning legend.
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T
he exhibition is dimly lit. And it’s 
supposed to be—it’s part of what 
makes it great. When I walked 
through the press preview, some-
one requested that the lights in 

the galleries be turned up. Our guide po-
litely declined. The South African photog-
rapher and “visual activist” Zanele Muholi, 
whose “self-portraits captured with a cam-
era” compose the show, had come through 
just that morning to tweak the lighting the 
way they liked it, sure of how they’d like to 
be seen.

Somnyama Ngonyama, Hail the Dark Li-
oness consists of around 75 black-and-white 
self-portraits that spill out of Seattle Art 
Museum’s Jacob Lawrence and Gwendo-
lyn Knight Gallery and into the hallway and 
gallery that abut it. The walls are painted 
black, charcoal gray, and white, providing no 
bright contrast of any sort. Eight of Muholi’s 
portraits are blown up to the size of walls, 
almost physically involving the viewer in 
the composition; the others range in size, 
the smallest being the size of a large hand.

Each photograph contains only one 
subject: Muholi. The portraits were taken 
over a three-year period from 2014 to 2016 
as Muholi traveled the world, giving guest 
lectures and participating in residencies in 
places like Oslo, Norway; Richmond, Virgin-
ia; and Mayotte, a French territory off the 
east coast of Africa.

“They are taken in various places wherev-
er I wake up, so a sense of space is connected 

to my realities as I respond to many things I 
have encountered,” the artist told me. “This 
is my own way of undoing many things, in-
cluding racism, but I use my own body as a 
subject of my own art.”

Muholi’s work is powerful because it rec-
ognizes the multiplicity of blackness and of 
self. It’s a reminder that to be black—as a 
condition, as a culture—is a complex state 
of being that’s often reduced to a single thing 
and, therefore, misread. Muholi’s personal 
ties to their queer and black community 
back in South Africa only deepen the ways 
in which their self-portraits can be read. 
Aesthetically, the work is both editorial and 
DIY, serious and playful.

The child of a Zulu mother and a Mala-
wian father, Muholi was born in Umlazi, 
South Africa, in 1972. Muholi was a baby 

when their father died, and their mother 
worked as a maid to provide for the family. 
After completing an advanced photography 
course at Market Photo Workshop in New-
town, Johannesburg, Muholi had their first 
solo exhibition at Johannesburg Art Gallery 
in 2006.

In 2002, they cofounded and worked as a 

community-relations officer for the Forum 
for the Empowerment of Women, a black 
lesbian organization based in Gauteng, 
South Africa. They also reported and pho-
tographed for the blog Behind the Mask, 
which focused on gay and lesbian issues in 
the African continent.

This work set the stage for one of Muho-
li’s most discussed projects, their ongoing 
series Faces and Phases that began in 2006, 
for which Muholi photographs black lesbi-
an, transgender, and intersex South Africans 
from their own community. The portraits 
came at a time when queer black South 
Africans were experiencing a wave of hate 
crimes and murders.

That series—which now includes more 
than 250 portraits—features queer couples 
and trans, lesbian, and genderqueer individ-
uals presenting themselves to the camera, 
looking directly into the lens. It is, in part, 
a visual archive that does not play into any 

stereotypes or fears about this community, 
but rather respects and validates this com-
munity’s existence. These people whom 
Muholi photographs and works with are 
collaborators who accompany Muholi wher-
ever they go.

Muholi’s work in Somnyama Ngonyama 
flows along a similar vein. “This [show] is on 
race, specifically responding to a number of 
events that are taking place in South Africa 
and beyond. There’s a lot of ongoing racism 
that is taking place and we hardly have the 
opportunity to respond as art practitioners 
or creatives to speak to such atrocities, vio-
lent racism, and displacement of our people,” 
the artist told me. “I’m not talking about my-
self only, but I’m talking about many other 
people whose voices are there but not heard.”

Most of the self-portraits in the exhibi-
tion at Seattle Art Museum feature Muholi 
looking directly at the camera, engaging the 
viewer. In the pictures, their skin appears 

THE MULTIPLICITY OF ZANELE MUHOLI
A celebrated South African photographer and “visual activist” 

challenges racial stereotypes in a must-see exhibition.
BY JASMYNE KEIMIG

Eschewing high-quality materials, the artist uses discarded, mundane, cheap  
materials. Wooden clothespins become a headpiece. Steel wool becomes a crown.

The photographs 
are of one subject—

Muholi—embodying 
many different selves.
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uniformly darker than in real life, the 
whites of their eyes whiter, a result of 
them cranking up the contrast post-
production. They emphasized to me 
that there is no artificiality of any kind 
in their photographs, using only avail-
able light and spaces.

Eschewing high-quality materi-
als, Muholi searched for discarded, 
mundane, cheap materials in each 
of the locations they traveled to, and 
then manipulated those findings 
to transform them into something 
greater than the sum of their parts. 
Often, these “un-African” materials 
were fashioned to resemble or recall 
something African, something that 
reminded Muholi of home. Rubber 
bicycle tires become a head wrap and 
dress; wooden clothespins become 
an elaborate headpiece; steel wool 
becomes a crown in tribute to their 
mother, Bester.

Whether using markers, wooden chop-
sticks, cheap dream catchers, power strips, 
vacuum tubes, blown up rubber gloves, 
scissors, chairs, hair buns from H&M, or 
actual money, Muholi embodies many dif-
ferent characters and selves. It’s more than 
just playing dress up, but rather an intend-
ed confusion for the viewer, each different 
character—lion, jester, king, queen, nurse, 
prisoner, lover—calling into question what 
we see when we see each other.

This embodiment challenges the pre-

sumed audience about their assumptions—
here in Seattle, that audience is mostly 
white people—and about their own visual 
archive of black people. In the photograph 
Ntozakhe II, Parktown, 2016, Muholi is fash-
ioned after the Statue of Liberty. Are black 
people in the United States truly free? If the 
Statue of Liberty were black, would our con-
cepts of freedom and justice be different? 
In another wall-size photograph, Bhekisi-
sa, Sakouli beach, Mayotte, 2016, Muholi’s 
body lies almost hidden among the rocks 

on a beach of Mayotte. To a viewer, 
what could that evoke? Refugees? As 
a critic, I’m keenly aware that I bring 
myself and my history to whatever I 
look at. Muholi is asking me to dissect 
and strip away that stuff.

When I mentioned Cindy Sher-
man—a white American artist known 
for her movie-like photographs in 
which she inhabits different char-
acters—Muholi grinned. They get 
that comparison a lot. “Cindy cannot 
connect to our reality—not ever, not 
tomorrow,” the artist said, referring to 
the black community.

For comparison and context, they 
offered that black American visual 
artist Renee Cox is a better reference 
point. How we think about what an 
artist does requires an attentiveness, 
a willingness to look beyond our own 
ways of thinking, the connections we 
make, our own perception of the canon.

At the opening reception for the 
exhibition, I stood in the drink line 
behind an aloof-looking older white 
man who was making conversation 
with a younger black acquaintance 

about the show. He leaned in, familiarly, 
conspiratorially, referencing the photos: 
“They’re frightening, though, aren’t they?” 

His acquaintance gave a humorless 
chuckle before grabbing a drink and slipping 
back into the crowd.

Frightening. My brain wrestled with the 
word as I watched the man sip his drink un-
bothered and wander back into the celebra-
tion. My thoughts drifted back to earlier in 
the day when a white woman asked Muholi 
if their portrait Julile I, Parktown, Johan-

nesburg, 2016 was a reference to Édouard 
Manet’s Olympia. In the picture, Muholi is 
lying, naked, in front of tall stacks of news-
papers while a length of plastic pads wraps 
around their leg.

Muholi was quick to correct the woman: 
No, no, this photo was taken days before an 
operation they were to have that would take 
tumors out of their uterus. This self-portrait 
was about the state of panic they were in 
surrounding whether or not they’d survive 
the surgery. Manet was not on their mind.

In no portrait does Muholi give a smile. 
The photos are not meant to appease in that 
sense. But that does not mean that there is a 
lack of emotion in the show. Rather, there’s 
an abundance of emotion. 

“There are images that are super ugly,” the 
artist told me. “There are images that will 
make the next person feel like, ‘Wow!’ There 
are other images where you’re like, ‘Why do 
we have to look at this?’ It is through those 
images in which I want other people to find 
their own responses.”

That made me wonder about the respons-
es I’d witnessed. Could it be that Muholi’s 
blackness was read as something to be 
feared, and their pain was read as beauty? 
The white woman referencing Manet mis-
read the pain of Muholi’s photograph and 
saw beauty. The white man looked at Muho-
li’s willingness to present their body—their 
culture, their history, their sexuality, their 
many selves—and saw something fright-
ening, perhaps his own fear. Maybe he saw 
that he didn’t know what he didn’t know. ■

Zanele Muholi: Somnyama Ngonyama, 
Hail the Dark Lioness is on exhibit through  
November 3 at Seattle Art Museum.

Each different character—lion, 
jester, queen, nurse, prisoner, 
lover—calls into question what 
we see when we see each other.
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A SHITSTORM OF WTF?
Stand-up comedian Eric Andre comes to Seattle 

for his Legalize Everything Tour.
BY DAVE SEGAL

T he creator of The Eric Andre Show 
has described his Adult Swim se-
ries as “like poop and pee mixed to-
gether.” While that undersells the 

program—a hyperbolic and absurd-
ist parody of public-access talk 
shows—it underscores An-
dre’s scatological sensibili-
ties and knack for shocking 
and mocking decorum.

The son of an Afro-Hai-
tian psychiatrist father and 
an Ashkenazi Jewish moth-
er from New York City, the 
36-year-old comic and mu-
sician resembles a swar-
thier Larry Fine from the 
Three Stooges, an early 
paragon of television 
slapstick comedy that 
I’d bet your drug mon-
ey Andre watched in 
his youth.

Since 2012, Andre 
has hosted and cowritten The Eric Andre 
Show with fellow stand-up comedian Han-
nibal Buress. It’s a mélange of pranks, phys-
ical humor, and celebrity interviews that 
veers 180 degrees from talk shows’ ho-hum 
formulas. Even the chair in which guests sit 
is an uncomfortable joke.

Every facet of talk-show protocol is vi-
olated with as much absurdity and cringe-
worthy awkwardness as host Andre and 

sidekick Buress (who creepily stands near 
the guests instead of sitting) can muster. 
From the house band’s slight offness to 
the hilarious freeze-frames to the ADHD 
interviewing to the set-wrecking antics to 
the vermin infestations, The Eric Andre 
Show trashes convention with maniacal, 
inventive glee.

The tension that ensues when guests—an 
array of quasi-desperate actors, musicians, 
and comedians—have their patience and 
credulity strained to the breaking point gen-
erates some of the most abdomen-wrench-
ing humor that’s ever fl ickered on a screen. 
They walk in expecting to hype their latest 
work and storm out cursing their hosts… and 
probably their agents, too. Or they roll with 
the shitstorm of WTF? like good sports.

What could come o�  as juvenile trope-
snubbing actually smacks you upside the 
noggin with brash freshness. No transition 

is too ridiculous, no sight gag too gross, no 
interview gambit too outrageous for Andre 
and Buress. The Eric Andre Show makes 
Zach Galifi anakis’s Between Two Ferns seem 

like The Tonight Show with Jay Leno.
In his stand-up performanc-
es, Andre delivers similarly 

skewed observations with a 
gravel-voiced hysteria. Some 
subjects include his biracial 
status, the mentality behind 

homophobia, Wendy’s Baconator, 
and the show MANswers, 

whose hyper-macho 
approach to televi-

sion he hilariously 
dissects.

It would be 
more than enough 
if Andre had lim-
ited himself to 
stand-up, TV, and 
fi lm (he’s acted in 
The Lion King and 

the forthcoming Bad Trip). But he’s also a 
musician who studied double bass at Berklee 
College of Music in Boston. Ba£  ingly, An-
dre doesn’t want you to know that he’s the 
mastermind behind Blarf, a new recording 
project for the revered Stones Throw label. 
But Wikipedia has spilled the beans, even 
if his publicist insists the topic is o� -limits. 
Whatever the case, there’s no reason not to 
celebrate the brilliant debut album, Cease & 
Desist—the title a reference to the legalese 
that hits musicians who sample recordings 
without permission.

Sonically, Cease & Desist is as scatter-
brained and startling as Andre’s comedy. 
Its nine tracks assault you with grotesque-
ly manipulated samples, splenetic beats, 
noise bombs, R&B parodies, and snippets of 
spoken-word dialogue. It bears similarities 
to hip-hop and the crazier end of EDM, but 
run through a series of fun-house mirrors 
until all semblance to musical reality de-
scends into recursive madness. “I Worship 
Satan,” for example, spends 12 minutes 
soundtracking a futuristic war on Saturn.

The album’s zenith, “Badass Bullshit Ben-
jamin Buttons Butthole Assassin,” is a maxi-
malist bouillabaisse of disjointed funk beats, 
wantonly warped tones , and samples famil-
iar and obscure, including Barry White’s “I’m 
Gonna Love You Just a Little More” and Rich-
ard Pryor cracking wise about religion. It’s 
like Squarepusher on the strongest acid. The 
amazing video is the perfect graphic analogue 
of the music. This is the audiovisual equiva-
lent of the best worst DMT experience you’ve 
never had. Let’s hope that Andre’s stand-up 
act can match that level of derangement. ■

Eric Andre performs Saturday, September 
21, at the Moore Theatre.

His stand-up subjects 
include homophobia, 

being biracial, and the 
Wendy’s Baconator. 
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T
he Sun Still Burns Here, which has 
its world premiere at the Moore 
Theatre on October 4, is a perfect 
fusion of choreographer Kate Wal-
lich’s cold-blooded rituals and Per-

fume Genius’s pathos-drenched chamber 
pop. It’s like nothing these artists have ever 
done before, so it’s hard for them to describe.

It’s a new live album by Perfume Genius, 
except the album isn’t out yet, and Perfume 
Genius creator Mike Hadreas says he isn’t 
sure how faithful he’ll be to the songs the 
audience hears onstage when he finally 
records them. Moreover, Perfume Genius 
isn’t just playing music alongside dancers. 
Hadreas and the rest of the band have full-
on dancing roles, each one with its own 

character arc. In this way, it’s more like an 
opera than a live album.

But, because we’re talking about perfor-
mance art, the show doesn’t really have a 
strong narrative, per se, so it doesn’t feel like 
an opera. It feels like a live album. And yet 
Wallich and her dance company, the YCs, 
aren’t merely backup dancers for Perfume 
Genius. Each of the dancers in the YCs ap-
pear to be on their own journey, variously 
embodying the music, disregarding the mu-
sic, or creating the music themselves. At one 
point, they even sing.

On a recent Sunday afternoon on Capitol 
Hill, dancer-choreographer Kate Wallich 
and Perfume Genius collaborators Mike 
Hadreas and Alan Wyffels sat at a long 

picnic table, trying to describe the show.
It’s not easy.
“It’s like a krautrock spaghetti western,” 

Wyffels said, after setting aside some more 
abstract descriptors.

“But there’s also this manic shred sec-

tion,” Hadreas said. “It sounds like someone 
wrote a disco song 200 years from now, but 
didn’t really quite get it.”

After several minutes of trading increas-
ingly wild comparisons back and forth, 
Wyffels finally landed on it.

“It’s basically a reenactment of the vid-
eo for ‘I’m a Slave 4 U’ by Britney Spears,” 
Wyffels said, half-jokingly.

We all laughed, but the description isn’t 
actually too far off.

Just like the steamy Britney Spears vid-
eo, which kicked off the second act of the 
pop star’s career, The Sun Still Burns Here 
includes a dance that’s essentially a fully 
clothed orgy, it constantly references the 
divine and acts of submission to the divine, 

NOT FOR THE CHILDREN
Perfume Genius and Kate Wallich create an  

otherworldly collaboration.
BY RICH SMITH

PHOTOS BY JONATHAN PENDLETON

At one point, the character played by Kate Wallich (left) transforms into the embodiment of Mike Hadreas’s obsession, building to a sexy, ecstatic climax. 

“It sounds like 
someone wrote a 

disco song 200 years 
from now, but didn’t 

really quite get it.” 
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and the whole thing owes a huge debt to 
Janet Jackson circa “Rhythm Nation.” So 
the question is really: How is it NOT a re-
enactment of “I’m a Slave 4 U”?

I stopped by a rehearsal at the Moore 
Theatre a few weeks ago to find out.

T he piece opens with a little number 
from Thomas House, one of the YC 
dancers. As a spotlight shines down 
on the curtains, House swiftly parts 

the velvet veil, offering only a flirtatious 
glimpse of the smoky world behind him.

He then launches into a mechanical 
dance. House’s movements either parody 
the act of presenting a product in a smart, 
self-deprecating way or earnestly preview 
the seriousness of the elaborate ritual to 
come. I prefer the former interpretation, 
which sets me up nicely for the show’s stun-
ning reveal.

When the curtains finally part, Hadreas 
stands alone atop a 10-step steel rolling lad-
der. He howls and mewls, looking like a pale 
wolf in a bombed-out Victorian-era palace. 
Smoke fills the stage and billows around 
silky blankets dangling from the rafters, and 
gradually you realize the scenery is built to 
resemble the backstage area of the theater 
itself. The arches and pillars of the Moore 
look like an extension of the set, so the effect 
is one of total immersion in this world.

A full band is set up onstage, with sax-
ophone, drums, and various electronics 
on one side; Wyffels sits at a glossy black  
baby-grand piano on the other side.

Dark, atmospheric music overwhelms ev-
erything. As Hadreas writhes and sings, the 
YCs dance around looking as if they’re each 
having their own private conversation with 
some higher power. They look completely 
transfixed, which is completely transfixing.

As with all contemporary dance, The 
Sun Still Burns Here leaves a lot of room 
for interpretation, but a reasonably clear 
story emerges. Hadreas begins in a state of 
deep despair, but in the biblical sense of the 
word. Not just a separation from hope, but a 
separation from God, with God in this case 
understood to be Paula Abdul in the video 
for “Cold Hearted,” not a white-bearded 
man on a cloud.

Eventually, Wallich’s character trans-
forms into the embodiment of Hadreas’s 
obsession, something that fills his head and 
banishes the darkness. She could represent 
a lover, or a drug, or a piece of art, or sex, or 

some irreconcilable feeling. Whatever she 
is, Hadreas sees her as a catalyst for tran-
scendence, and she sees him as the same.

As the music alternately plunges into 
darkness and bursts into light, Wallich 
hangs around Hadreas’s neck, and he hangs 
around hers. They dance, they fight, they 
fuck, they create chaos for each other, and 
they support each other in that chaos.

After a hardcore, sexy, ecstatic climax, all 
the performers tremble into a soft aftercare 
scene with spare piano, cool blue lights, 
and deep breaths. During the course of the 
show, they tear down the scenery around 
them, essentially destroying the decon-
structed set, leaving a mostly bare stage. 
A symbol of wreckage, but also of renewal 
and possibility.

As advertised, The Sun Still Burns Here is 
a new live album by Perfume Genius in the 
form of a Kate Wallich and the YCs perfor-
mance, except this collaboration has them 
swapping their usual aesthetics.

Whereas the first half of Perfume Ge-
nius’s last record, No Shape, exploded with 
color and texture, the songs in this show 
brood and croon and lash out from the dark-
ness. They tap into the noir numbers on the 
latter half of that record, such as “Die 4 U” 
or “Braid,” but they replace the steady pop 
beats with drums that sound like a helicop-
ter descending onto a meadow.

A lyric from the last of eight new songs—
one of which runs more than 10 minutes—
sums up the mood Hadreas and Wyffels 
project throughout the show: “Hell-bent 
phoneless belligerent Aquarius / it hap-
pened again / …it’s still happening.”

When I read that lyric in the liner notes 
later on, I thought, “Seattle is going to love 
this thing.”

Meanwhile, rather than being all stoic 
and severe as they are in Industrial Ballet 
(or gray and neutral as they are in Dream 
Dances), in this show, Wallich and her YCs 

Hadreas looks like  
a pale wolf in a  

bombed-out 
Victorian-era palace, 

as smoke billows 
around him.
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are all balls of ecstatic, colorful energy. Some 
of the dancers even smile. I haven’t seen so 
much as a hint of a human emotion in the 
faces of this group of dancers before, but 
that’s far from the case here.

P airing Perfume Genius and Kate 
Wallich makes a lot of immediate 
sense. Both have roots in the Seattle 
art worlds, and both seem like they’d 

hang out in the same thrift shops. Wallich 
is the creator of the hugely popular Sunday 
morning dance class Dance Church, and 
she had her own dance company by the age 
of 25. Perfume Genius’s music is adored in-
ternationally, especially among queer com-
munities. But before they started collabo-
rating on The Sun Still Burns Here, the two 
had never met, and they weren’t remotely 
familiar with each other’s work.

A little less than two years ago, Seattle 
Theatre Group fine arts programs director 
Jack McLarnan asked Wallich if she want-
ed to collaborate with a band of her choice 
on a new evening-length show. STG would 

commission the piece, along with the Joyce 
Theater and MASS MoCA, and Wallich 
would get to pick a composer with a larger 
profile than the ones she’s worked with on 
previous projects.

Wallich agreed and began a research 
phase. She stumbled on a few photos on In-
stagram of Hadreas performing, was blown 
away by the way he moved, and then dug 
into the music.

That led her to the video for “Die 4 You,” 
a sultry, shadowy song that has Hadreas 
chair-dancing in jellyfish chaps and a me-
tallic teal top as he seduces a fleshy blob 
in a theater. After watching that, she knew 
Perfume Genius was the one.

“He was a natural mover,” Wallich said in 
the interview.

“I can’t help myself,” Hadreas replied.
“Every photo shoot and video is just 

like—boom,” Hadreas added, as he craned 
all the way back on his picnic bench and 
then whipped forward, ending up slumped 
over like a wilted flower.

Wallich pitched a project where he’d 
compose music, codirect the performance 
with her, and also dance. Hadreas accepted, 
though he’d never had any serious training 
as a dancer. “I don’t really consider my body, 
period,” he said. “I do onstage, but it’s almost 
a rebellion against myself. Otherwise, no ex-
ercise, no thinking about it.” However, he’d 
always wanted to dance—he was just a little 
too shy to get into it as a kid.

The two started mood-boarding right 
away.

He sent a lot of pictures from The Double 
Life of Veronique, a 1991 Krzysztof Kieslows-
ki film starring Irène Jacob. He also tossed 
in some things from Ridley Scott’s Legend, 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula, photos of Rihanna 
in a green fur coat, and the music video for 
Paula Abdul’s “Cold Hearted.”

“We sent that to her multiple times,” 
Hadreas said.

Wallich replied with photos of colorful 
paintings from a Cy Twombly exhibit in New 
York, e-mails about her interest in “impro-
visation, touch, intimacy,” videos of Pina 
Bausch’s groundbreaking performance of 
Café Müller, and some of pioneering perfor-
mance artist Martha Graham’s stuff.

From there, they started building the 
whole thing from the ground up. Early on, 
they brought in production designer Ami-
ya Brown and costume designer cuniform, 
who have worked with Wallich on previ-
ous works. “Before I had begun writing the 
music, we were talking about costumes,” 

Hadreas said, a bizarre experience for an 
artist who normally writes music in soli-
tude and then thinks about how the visual 
expressions will take shape.

As the project grew and the artists start-
ed rehearsing, the chemistry only got better.

“I was really scared at first,” Hadreas 
said. “I’d been in a room creating something 
with only one other person before, and we 
fought the whole time. But this show had so 
many personalities, and yet everybody was 
listened to and heard. It was so fucked up,” 
Hadreas added wryly, in disbelief. “I was 
really into it.”

The project represents growth for all the 
artists involved. It’s Wallich and the YCs’ 
fifth evening-length performance, and their 
experience is starting to show. Each dancer 
is dancing better than they ever have, espe-
cially Thomas House and Andrew Bartee. 
And Wallich’s juxtapositions of the high 
and low dance vocabularies—combining 
Janet Jackson moves with Pina Bausch 
moods—really works.

And as far as the music is concerned, 
Hadreas says he allowed himself to go to 
places he’s never gone before. “I didn’t worry 
so much about the children on this one, you 
know what I mean?” he said. “The children 
will still be really into it, though.” ■

Kate Wallich + the YCs and Perfume Genius 
perform The Sun Still Burns Here October 
4–5 at the Moore Theatre.
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P

Music
Check out our fall 
music calendar for 
seasonally inspired 
events like an 
evening of Mozart’s 
unparalleled Jupiter 
Symphony, the spooky 
post-rock of Nick Cave, 
and an extravagant 
operatic production of 
Cinderella.

P

Festivals
Leaving summer 
behind is never easy, 
but our fall festivals 
calendar provides 
options for geeky 
crafters, cat people, 
beer drinkers, comix 
lovers, pumpkin 
carvers, and everyone 
in between to help 
make the seasonal 
transition as smooth  
as possible.

P

Performance
In our fall performance 
calendar, find Ahame-
fule J. Oluo’s new jazz 
musical, a comedy 
set by Demetri Martin, 
Ligia Lewis’s dark 
dances, an appearance 
by mean queen Bianca 
Del Rio, and other 
unmissable shows.

P

Books & Talks
Find events with 
journalist and debut 
novelist Ta-Nehisi 
Coates, hilarious femi-
nist Lindy West, nonfic-
tion giant Tim O’Brien, 
newscaster Rachel 
Maddow, activist Anita 
Hill, and other amazing 
writers and speakers 
passing through town 
this fall in our books & 
talks calendar.

P

Film
Flip to our fall film 
calendar for info on 
festivals like Local 
Sightings and the 
Seattle Queer Film 
Festival, series like 
an Abbas Kiarostami 
retrospective, and 
exciting new releases 
like Terminator: Dark 
Fate, Parasite, and 
Knives Out.

P

Art
A museum-wide exhi-
bition of international 
contemporary artists, 
luscious abstracts by 
Neddy Award finalist 
Gillian Theobald, and 
Italian treasures from 
a Naples museum: 
Check out all these 
and more in our fall  
art calendar. 

SEPT 16

DEC 8 

FALL 

2019

Sarah Winkler
October 3–19  at Foster/White Gallery

COURTESY OF FOSTER/WHITE GALLERY
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Art

MUSEUMS

Bainbridge Island 
Museum of Art
Carol Milne: Knit Wit Milne uses 
kiln-glass techniques to mimic the 
process of knitting, creating intricate, 
variegated, slumpy forms. (Through 
Sun Sept 29)

 Departures and Arrivals: Artists 
in Abstraction BIMA offers an 
“intense session in art vocabulary” 
with this group exhibition focusing on 
the artists’ idiosyncratic approaches 
to abstraction. The roster is intriguing, 
ranging from textile artist Jono 
Vaughan to ecologically focused Mary 
Coss to UW professor and painter 
Denzil Hurley. (Through Sun Sept 29)

Joe Max Emminger: The Long Way 
Home Joe Max Emminger’s humans, 
animals, and hybrids, painted on 
canvas or wood panel, cavort and chat 
against colorful monochromatic back-
grounds or naive landscapes. This is 
his first solo art museum exhibition. 
(Through Sun Sept 29)

Selections: Permanent Art 
Collection The museum displays 
treasures from its permanent collec-
tion, which spans works by artists of 
many mediums in the Puget Sound 
region. (Through Sun Sept 29)

Bellevue Arts Museum
 Maria Phillips: Hidden in Plain 

Sight Instead of being completely 
paralyzed into inaction by the 
overwhelming lack of response to 
climate change and environmental 
degradation, Seattle artist Maria Phillips 
is diving headfirst into interrogating 
her own consumption habits. Using 
non-recyclable plastics and single-use 
items generated by Phillips and her 
family over the course of nine months, 
the artist has created a two-part 
exhibition at BAM. The first part will 
feature a series of jewelry pieces and 
small-scale works accompanied by a 
video installation. The second will be a 
large-scale, immersive installation that’s 
meant to confront viewers with the role 
that plastic has in our everyday life. 
Spooky, beautiful shit. JK (Oct 4–Feb 2)

 Robert Williams: The Father of 
Exponential Imagination The work 
of Robert Williams is sick, perverse, 
offensive, violent, erotic, profane, 
and firmly without any sort of god to 
speak of. That is also precisely why 
it is incredible. A technically skilled 
draftsman, Williams’s works are often 
psychedelic, depicting an alternate, 
unhinged reality. He is naughty to 
the nth degree, hemmed in neither 
by “good taste” or any type of moral 
responsibility. In addition to being 
an artist and comic book illustrator, 
Williams was also a key figure in the 
California hot rod scene of the late 
1960s. This exhibition coincides with 
the release of a major new mono-
graph of Williams’s work, published by 
Fantagraphic Books and due out in 
November. JK (Oct 4–Feb 2)

 Emerge/Evolve 2018: Rising 
Talents in Kiln-Glass The winners 
and some finalists of Bullseye Glass 
Company’s competition, which has 
been going on for the past 18 years, 
has kiln-glass on display. Some take 
geometric vase-like forms, like Andy 
Plummer’s ovoid I Moved on Her Like 
a Bitch; others are weirder, like Evelyn 
Gottschall Baker’s eerily realistic 
Bones-Group. (Through Sun Jan 12)

Frye Art Museum
Dress Codes: Ellen Lesperance 
and Diane Simpson Lesperance and 
Simpson use grid forms to interpret 
the values and significations of 
historical clothing. Lesperance paints 
the garments of nuclear disarmament 
activists, rendering “American Symbol-
craft, the visual shorthand of knitting 
patterns” with gouache instead of 

stitches, while Simpson constructs 
three-dimensional sculptures based on 
gridded interpretations of “illustrations 
found in antique clothing catalogues, 
window dressing manuals, and histo-
ries of dress.” (Sept 21–Jan 5)

 Pierre Leguillon: Arbus Bonus 
French artist Leguillon’s medium is 
the exhibition itself. In this show, he 
uses 256 photographs by or inspired 
by the 20th-century photographer 
Diane Arbus, as well as appropriations 
of her eerie postwar Americana.  
(Sept 21–Jan 5)

 Unsettling Femininity: Selec-
tions from the Frye Art Museum 
Collection Why does femininity 
“unsettle”? The museum curates 
a selection of mostly 19th- and 
20th-century German paintings 
of women that either challenge or 
reflect the traditional “female” traits 
of meekness and sexual submis-
sion. Many mysteriously suggest a 
narrative without overt indications of 
a story. This exhibition asks viewers 
to consider the act of looking and its 
relationship to power, gender, religion, 
and morality. (Sept 21–Aug 23)

End of Day: American Oil Painting 
Around 1900 Around the turn of the 
last century, American artists who 
enjoyed new prospects for travel and 
education were inspired by European 
masters and contemporaries to depict 
natural landscapes in their own land. 
This exhibition captures a particular 
moment in American history, in which 
painters were poised on modernity 
and mass industrialization, and longed 
to capture the comforts and beauties 
of the bucolic countryside. (Through 
Sun Sept 29)

 Donald Byrd: The America That 
Is To Be Local Tony-nominated, 
Bessie-winning choreographer 
Donald Byrd’s dance pieces confront 
the horrors of contemporary society: 
gay-bashing, war, racial terrorism, 
misogyny. This installation, Byrd’s first 

solo museum show, uses archival 
footage and artifacts to advance 
the artist’s idea of a future America, 
“multi-racial in every aspect.” (Oct 12– 
Jan 26)

Frame of Mind: Storytelling 
Through Animation Teenage anima-
tors developed their own stop-motion 
animation over an eight-week course 
led by Reel Grrls’ Celena Adler and 
teaching artist Elise Harper. Find out 
what they’ve been up to at this Part-
nership for Youth exhibition. (Through 
Sun Dec 8)

 Recent Acquisitions: Toyin Ojih 
Odutola In Toyin Ojih Odutola’s 
portraits, skin moves, glows, shines, 
and radiates. The way she renders 
black skin—at the beginning of 
her career, she worked in ballpoint 
pen—gives her 2-D drawings a 
dimension that I’ve never quite seen 
before. Her work is dynamic, beautiful, 
and challenging. The Frye recently 
acquired a suite of prints by the 
Nigerian born, New York–based artist 
and plans to show it in the inaugural 
show of the new exhibition series 
Recent Acquisitions. Though Odutola’s 
practice has expanded beyond pens 
and into painting and printmaking, all 
of her work is informed by a sense 
of the tactile, the topographical, the 
subversive. JK (Through Sun Dec 8) 

Henry Art Gallery
Beverly Semmes: Six Silvers This 
installation is composed of six enor-
mous, elongated silver dresses, a nod 
to New York-based artist Semmes’s 
preoccupation with the feminine body. 
First shown in 1996, the dresses 
evoke the absence of the body, even 
as they induce the viewer to imagine 
the giantess who could wear them. 
(Through Sun Oct 13)

Karl Haendel: Mazel Tov Group 
Haendel uses graphite to copy found 
images from ads, labels, newspapers, 
and tabloids, roping various elements 

into a single context. This collection, 
the Mazel Tov Group from 2006-7, is 
a sort of “collage” of disparate images 
spread over the gallery. It consists of 
four drawings and one photograph 
arranged according to the artist’s 
wishes—a whale, a circus performer 
(the photo), the lyrics of Bob Dylan’s 
"Jokerman," and a New Yorker 
cartoon on Jewish themes. What do 
they mean? You’ll have to figure it out 
for yourself. (Through Sun Nov 3)

 Carrie Yamaoka: recto/verso 
New York–based artist Carrie Yamao-
ka’s work is molten, glass-like, distorted 
as if you’re looking into a fun-house 
mirror. She skips the traditional canvas 
and wood panels, opting instead to 
compose a lot of her work using resin 
or reflective Mylar. The result is a 
slipperiness of both form and style: 
The material is the thing. In recto/verso, 
the exhibition covers Yamaoka’s work 
from the early 1990s to the present, 
including some of her early text-based 
explorations and chemically altered 
photos. JK (Through Sun Nov 3)

 In Plain Sight This group show is 
stacked. Featuring some of the best 
and most interesting artists currently 
working nationally and internationally, 
In Plain Sight “addresses narratives, 
communities, and histories that are 
typically hidden or invisible in our 
public space (both conceptually and 
literally defined).” The work in this exhi-
bition isn’t confined to one particular 
gallery but is spread throughout the 
entire museum. Particularly of note is 
Iraqi painter Hayv Kahraman and her 
work surrounding memory, gender, 
and diaspora; Kiwi visual artist Fiona 
Connor, who deals in the overlooked 
infrastructure we are surrounded by; 
and the vibrant mixed-media pieces of 
Jamaican artist Ebony G. Patterson. JK 

(Nov 23–April 26)

Museum of Glass
 Richard Marquis: Keepers 

American studio-glass master 
Marquis has works in permanent 
collections across the globe, from 
the Carnegie Mellon Museum of 
Art in Pittsburgh to the Koganezaki 
Glass Museum in Shizuoka, Japan to 
the Finnish National Glass Museum. 
This retrospective of clever, inventive, 
asymmetrical “keepers” (Marquis’s 
favorites from his archive) spans his 
50-year career. (Sept 28–Nov 29)

Transparency: An LGBTQ+ Glass 
Art Exhibition Philadelphia’s National 
Liberty Museum organized the US’s 
first LGBTQ+-only studio class exhibi-
tion in 2017. Now, the Liberty Museum 
will team up with the Museum of Glass 
to bring the works to the Northwest. 
See pieces by Sabrina Knowles, Jenny 
Pohlman, Joseph Cavalieri, Pearl Dick, 
Kim Harty, Jeff Zimmer, and others. 
(Oct 12–Sept 27)

 Translations: An Exploration of 
Glass by Northwest Native Carvers 
and Weavers This glassworks show 
features pieces made in the museum’s 
hot shop by family members of “three 
of the Pillars of the Evergreen Long-
house”—Mary Ellen Hillaire (Lummi), 
Gerald Miller (Skokomish), and Hazel 
Pete (Chehalis)—with the aid of Dan 
and Raya Friday. Old weaving and 
carving treasures from the families’ 
collections are juxtaposed with the 
new glass interpretations of baskets, 
sculptures, and bentwood boxes. 
(Through Sun Nov 10)

 Alchemy 5: Transformation 
in Contemporary Enamels This 
juried exhibition, traveling from the 
University of Oregon, pays tribute 
to the “alchemical” process of firing 
powdered glass to produce vitreous 
enamel, a coating that can turn glass, 
metal, stone, or ceramic into a shining 
object of deep, sheeny colors. See 

some of the best enamel-coated 
objects in the world. (Nov 23–May 31)

Museum of History & 
Industry (MOHAI)

 Seattle Style: Fashion/Function 
The first thing that comes to mind 
when I hear the phrase “Seattle 
fashion” is North Face windbreakers 
and hiking shoes worn to the mall. 
This exhibition will explore “how 
elegance and practicality co-existed 
and converged in Seattle wardrobes” 
with pieces from the MOHAI’s exten-
sive clothing collection. The Stranger’s 
own music calendar editor, Kim 
Selling, along with frequent collabo-
rator Adria Garcia of Indian Summer 
Vintage will be hosting their own 
night of fat fashion at the exhibition 
called Big Mood, which will include a 
market, fashion show, and live music. 
JK (Through Mon Oct 14)

 Beyond Bollywood: Indian 
Americans Shape the Nation The 
long and varied history of Indian 
Americans stretches back to the 19th 
century, and this exhibition explores 
their contributions to American life 
from the age of railroads to the civil 
rights movement. (Nov 2–Jan 26)

Museum of Pop Culture 
(MoPOP)
Minecraft: The Exhibition This 
immersive exhibition, created in 
collaboration with Minecraft makers 
Mojang, celebrates the addictive 
virtual building game’s 10th birthday. 
Publicity materials tease “life-size 
Minecraft monsters” and a sound-
scape and score combined with 
backdrops and a day-night lighting 
cycle. Find out about Minecraft’s 
creativity, community, and influence. 
(Oct 19–Sept 2)

 Prince from Minneapolis 
Prince’s “If I Was Your Girlfriend” did 
to my erotic imagination what the 
flower revolution did to the earth 
millions of years ago—transformed a 
monochromatic vision of sexuality into 
one blooming with color. Listening to 
the song for the first time in 1986, 
I realized that sex was more (if not 
all) about play, rather than function, 
mission, or purpose. Many years later 
in college, I learned that this form of 
play was not specific to humans, but 
was the state of things in nature—
most developed animals are not blind 
and efficient fuckers, but conscious 
wasters and abusers of sex. Fucking 
is mostly waste, wonderful waste. And 
lovers are only fully such when they 
are playful, when the borders between 
them are destabilized, when the sex 
is purely the energy of sex—a glowing 
substance that’s there to be exploited 
and explored. Prince will never die, 
especially with exhibits like this one at 
MoPOP that uses nearly 50 artifacts 
(instruments, photographs, artworks, 
clothes) to delve into what made the 
late soul-pop artist a superstar. CM 
(Through Sun Jan 5)

Nordic Museum
 L.A. Ring: On the Edge of the 

World On the Edge of the World is 
the first exhibition of Danish artist 
L.A. Ring’s work in the United States. 
Ring worked within the Symbolist and 
Realist traditions in the early 20th 
century, documenting the change in 
lifestyle occurring during that period in 
Denmark. Though extremely important 
to both Danish and Nordic culture, 
he is relatively unknown outside his 
native land. The exhibit will feature 25 
key paintings that best represents the 
work Ring did as a whole. The Nordic 
Museum will also be offering a special 
aquavit cocktail in their café, Freya, 
in honor of this exhibition—you can’t 
miss it. JK (Sept 14–Jan 19) 

 Glacier Lose yourself in gorgeous 
prints of Iceland’s varied glacial 
landscapes by photographer Ragnar 

By Jasmyne Keimig, Charles Mudede, Rich 
Smith, Gregory Scruggs, and Joule Zelman

In Plain Sight 
NOVEMBER 23–APRIL 26

A group exhibit addressing communities, histories, and narratives that are hidden or invisible in the 
public space. (Henry Art Gallery)
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Axelsson (aka Rax), whose pictures 
have been published in Life, Time, and 
National Geographic (as well as in his 
home paper Morgunblaðið, Iceland’s 
second-largest newspaper). (Through 
Mon Sept 30)

Olympic Sculpture Park
 Regina Silveira: Octopus Wrap 

Brazilian artist Regina Silveira was 
drawn to the PACCAR Pavilion’s 
immediate surroundings. “The topog-
raphy of this park is really special 
because it crosses many lines of 
traffic flow, from cars to trains,” she 
told The Stranger via telephone from 
her home in São Paulo. “I found it 
magical and was really impressed with 
the park’s strategy to take over the 
plot of land.” That focus on Olympic 
Sculpture Park’s decidedly urban 
context inspired Octopus Wrap’s 
design: a series of black tire track 
adhesives that crisscross the pavil-
ion’s walls and ceiling, all emanating 
from tiny motorcycles. Wrapping the 
building in such a fashion (a longtime 
practice of Silveira’s) makes the glass 

building stand out rather than blend 
into the landscape. GS (Through Sun 
March 8)

Pacific Bonsai Museum
Gnarly The museum pays tribute 
to “American bonsai renegade” Dan 
Robinson, one of the founders of 
the PNW bonsai scene and a lover 
of whorly, gnarly forms in nature. 
(Through Sun Sept 29)

Living Art of Bonsai: Principles of 
Design A follow-up to their 2018 
exhibition, Elements of Design, this 
show emphasizes “movement, rhythm, 
proportion, unity, contrast, [and] 
(asymmetrical) balance “ in bonsai. 
(Through Sun Sept 29)

Seattle Art Museum
 Flesh and Blood: Italian Master-

pieces from the Capodimonte 
Museum The Capodimonte Museum 

in Naples is a treasure trove of delights, 
ranging from the Renaissance to the 
Neapolitan School. And they are going 
to be bringing some of those delights 
to our little corner of the Northwest. 
Focusing on how the human body can 
express “love and devotion, physical 
labor, and tragic suffering,” viewers will 
get the chance to revel in the unwieldy 
greens of El Greco, the soft, cloudlike 
skin of a Titian figure, and all around 
badassery of Artemisia Gentileschi. JK 
(Oct 17–Jan 26) 

 Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas: 
Carpe Fin Yahgulanaas has been 
producing “Haida manga,” a new 
style marrying Haida formline with 
Japanese manga storytelling and 
other visual influences, for nearly two 
decades. SAM has commissioned a 
major new work from Yahgulanaas: 
a 6-by-19-foot watercolor mural 
based on a Haida story about a 
hunter “taken underwater to the 
realm of a powerful spirit.” The mural—
accompanied by a 19th-century 
headdress made by Yahgulanaas’s 
relative, Albert Edward Edensaw, a 

naaxin robe and pattern board, and 
the artist’s sketches—comments on 
environmental issues and humanity’s 
relationship with nature. (Nov 1, 
2019–Nov 1, 2020)

 Zanele Muholi: Somnyama 
Ngonyama, Hail the Dark Lioness 
Zanele Muholi is a titan of art and 
photography. I remember first encoun-
tering their photographs of black 
LGBTQI South Africans in college and 
being stunned by the honesty, intimacy, 
and strength that Muholi brought out 
in their subjects. In a time when being 
a queer black South African rendered 
an individual invisible or subject to 
extreme prejudice and violence, 
Muholi’s work subverted and exalted 
this marginalized group of people. In 
Somnyama Ngonyama, Hail the Dark 
Lioness, Muholi becomes the subject, 
taking staged self-portraits using found 
materials like pads, cowrie shells, and 
washing machine tubes to “challenge 

perceptions of who and where they 
are.” JK (Through Sun Nov 3) 

 Natalie Ball: Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Little Snake Natalie Ball (Klamath) 
was last year’s winner of the pres-
tigious Betty Bowen Award, which 
means she gets $15,000 and a solo 
show at SAM. Cool! Ball makes sculp-
tures out of found objects, cloth, and 
other unusual materials, refashioning 
perceptions of Native American 
history. When she showed work at 
METHOD in August 2018, Stranger 
contributor Emily Pothast called her 
pieces “enigmatic, potent, and visually 
stunning.” (Through Sun Nov 17)

Gentleman Warrior: Art of the 
Samurai This exhibition means 
to correct the misconception that 
samurai did little but make war. Twenty 
pieces from the museum’s collection 
and two suits of armor reveal the 
warriors’ refinement. In these works, 
see them take part in tea ceremonies, 
Noh theater, and Buddhist activities. 
(Through Sun Dec 1)

Sound Affect Sometimes, artists 
work in the immaterial realm of music 
and sound or meld visual and aural 
elements. This exhibition rounds up 
some of these pieces: Robert Morris’s 
1963 work Box with the Sound of Its 
Own Making, an object paired with 
a soundtrack of the artist sawing, 
hammering, and doing other construc-
tion; Jonathan Monk’s audio record, 
which pays tribute to Morris; Isaac 
Layman’s photograph; Alyssa Phebus 
Mumtaz’s adaptation of Leonard 
Cohen’s song lyrics; and Victoria 
Haven’s mixtape. (Through Sun Dec 8)

American Modernism Georgia 
O’Keeffe, Marsden Hartley, Arthur 
Dove, and John Marin were modernist 
painters championed by photogra-
pher Alfred Stieglitz. This exhibition 
features two major works from the 
movement, O’Keeffe’s Music—Pink 
and Blue No. 1 and Marsden Hartley’s 
Painting No. 49, Berlin, as well as 
other works from the permanent 
collection. (Through Sun Feb 23)

 Material Differences: German 
Perspectives This gallery is 
dedicated to post-WWII German art, 
including Anselm Kiefer’s large, thickly 
layered canvases and Katharina 
Mann’s giant mouse sculpture, 
supplemented by photos of the 
Russian front by Dmitry Baltermants. 
The works offer fascinating glimpses 
into the trauma of dictatorship and 
war, and the ways in which artists 
have grappled with new representa-
tions. (Through Sun April 26)

 You Are on Indigenous Land: 
Places/Displaces Traditional and 
contemporary art of Native peoples 
reflects matters of land, ancestry, and 
kinship through modern forms and 
handicrafts like basketry and weaving. 
Go for the artists’ mastery of their 
media, but also for a reminder of the 
deep roots of pre-Western cultures 
and the urgency of sovereignty and 
environmental issues. (Through Sun 
June 28)

 Claire Partington: Taking Tea 
There’s a sense of caution that imme-
diately overtakes anyone who steps 
into the Porcelain Room at Seattle Art 
Museum, which is interesting given 
that porcelain is actually hella strong. 
Featured artist Claire Partington 
even told me it bounces. Don’t knock 
anything over, though. Partington’s 
site-specific installation features six 
ceramic figures, each with its own story 
to tell about the history of international 
trade, gender, empire, slavery, and 
conspicuous consumption. Her use 
of material and symbolism connects 
her work with many pieces already in 
the room, activating the gallery in a 
way that feels fresh and immersive. JK 
(Through Sun Dec 6, 2020)

Tacoma Art Museum
 Monet, Renoir, Degas, and Their 

Circle: French Impressionism and 
the Northwest The Impressionists, 
far from ethereal or wishy-washy, were 
artistic badasses, turning traditional 
academic painting on its head. Don’t 
miss this chance to see paintings 
by Claude Monet, Pierre-Auguste 
Renoir, Camille Pissarro, Alfred Sisley, 
Gustave Caillebotte, Paul Gauguin, 

Berthe Morisot, Mary Cassatt, and 
Edgar Degas, plus American artists 
inspired by these innovators. (Opens 
Sat Sept 28)

 Bart at TAM: Animating 
America’s Favorite Family This 
unauthorized look at the first 13 
seasons of The Simpsons features 
100 animation cels, scripts, and 
drawings in a zanily decorated 
exhibition space. (Through Sun Oct 27)

Key to the Collection The museum 
displays some of the treasured gifts 
of its 5,000-piece collection, including 
legacies of Japanese woodblock 
prints, European paintings, and Amer-
ican modern art. (Through Sun Jan 5)

Native Portraiture: Power and 
Perception This exhibit invites you 
to contemplate structural oppression 
and appropriation of Native subjects 
in portraits by non-Native people, as 
well as Native artists’ reflections and 
reworking of this stereotypical iconog-
raphy. (Through Sun March 1)

Places to Call Home: Settlements 
in the West See representations of 
Western cities throughout their history 
and development, including beautiful 
works by immigrant or immigrant-de-
scended artists like Kenjiro Nomura 
and Mian Situ. (Through Sun March 1)

 Immigrant Artists and the 
American West This exhibition helps 
rediscover stories and experiences of 
immigrant artists in Western expansion 
with works by people from Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, 
England, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Russia, and Sweden. (Through Sun 
June 14)

Washington State 
History Museum
A New Moon Rises This exhibition 
includes 51 huge prints of images 
captured by the Lunar Reconnaissance 
Orbiter Camera. See the moon in a 
whole new light. (Through Sun Dec 1)

Horizon Selections from the 
Washington State Historical Society’s 
collection from 1870 to 1966 are 
arranged so that their horizons align 
in imitation of a single landscape. 
(Through Mon Jan 13)

Whatcom Museum
Whatcom Artist Studio Tour 2019 
Showcase During the Whatcom 
Artist Studio Tour, the museum hangs 
a selection of works from artists in the 
area. (Through Sun Sept 29)

WANTED: Ed Bereal for Disturbing 
the Peace Local artist Ed Bereal’s 
political works, concerned with 
“identity and racial inequity, violence 
and war, and political and corporate 
power,” receive their first solo museum 
exhibition. (Through Sun Jan 5)

All Is Not Lost: Images Salvaged 
from Damaged Glass Negatives 
This exhibition focuses on the muse-
um’s work in restoring damaged silver 
gelatin dry plate negatives that still 
have historical significance. (Through 
Fri Jan 31)

What Lies Beneath: Minerals of 
the Pacific Northwest The Friends 
of Mineralogy – Pacific Northwest 
Chapter and the museum have part-
nered to bring you an abundance of 
gems and minerals of many shapes, 
colors, and sizes. (Through Sun Feb 2)

Wing Luke Museum
Where Beauty Lies The relationship 
between beauty standards, personal 
presentation, and representation 
among Asian Americans is examined 
in this new exhibition. (Oct 10– 
Sept 19, 2020)

Shining Through: Reflections of an 
Oceanic Future Five Pacific Islander 
artists take inspiration from “stories, 
myths, and personal experiences” to 
create visions of the future in various 
visual media. (Dec 7–Nov 10, 2020)

New Year’s All Year Round Cele-
brate the familial and cultural aspects 
of the Lunar New Year in this Year of 
the Pig. Enjoy food, games, stories, 
and more. (Through Sun Feb 2)

GALLERIES

A/NT Gallery
Seattle League of Arts The League 
hangs some of its members’ artworks. 
(Through Sat Sept 28)

Tom Saknit: Redacted Photography 
Uniquely Europe Get your vicarious 
European thrills with photographs 
of Venetian, Florentine, Roman, and 
Parisian scenes. (Oct 2–26)

 Path with Art: Hear & Now 
Trimpin is a musical genius who builds 
room-sized art installations that are 
also instruments. Picture a Rube 
Goldberg machine exploded all over a 
room, but one you can play Beethoven 
on. This year, Trimpin again partnered 
with students from Path with Art, a 
nonprofit that works with homeless 
people to create original works of 
art. Together they constructed a new 
sound sculpture bursting with poetry, 
visual art, and, of course, music. RS 
(Oct 2–Nov 30) 

 A Touch Of Light: Incarcerated 
Veteran Artists Seattle-based arts 
organization A Touch of Light curates 
the artwork of prisoners from around 
the country and the world, in an effort 
to promote social change and give 
prisoners a second chance. (Oct 29– 
Nov 30)

 Festals of Seattle: Holidays 
of Diversity See holiday artwork 
courtesy of the multicultural festival 
producer Festál. (Dec 3–28)

ArtXchange
Chin Yuen: Fantastic Journeys 
This well-traveled artist aims to take 
you on journeys to fanciful versions 
of far-flung places via her cheerily 
contrasting abstract landscapes. 
(Through Sat Sept 21)

Alla Goniodsky: In Between Teeter 
between earth and sea, horizon and 
field, sleep and waking in Goniodsky’s 
abstract paintings. (Through Sat 
Sept 28)

AXIS Pioneer Square
Everyday Unseen Youth Art 
Gallery: Reclaiming Space See art 
by kids aged 13 to 19, presented by 
foundry10. (Fri Sept 20)

Base: Experimental 
Arts + Space
Coley Mixan: Residency Open 
House Psychedelic visual artist and 
musician Coley Mixan will create 
a video/performance piece called 
The Spiral Who Loved Me during a 
residency at Base, with the intention 
of critiquing “the white, capitalist 
mythologies of sci-fi and the Amer-
ican Western.” (Sun Nov 3)

BONFIRE
 Magic Box: Defining Words in a 

Digital Age Butoh dancer and artist 
Shoko Zama and poet David Thorn-
brugh present an interdisciplinary 
dialogue between collage/painting 
that evokes dictionary illustrations 
and ekphrastic writing (i.e., poetic 
commentary on the works of art). 
(Through Sun Sept 29)

Center on Contemporary Art 
(CoCA)

 Girlfriends of the Guerrilla 
Girls This show at CoCA brings 
together Seattle artists who identify 
themselves as feminist and also do 
not have gallery representation. The 
lineup includes ceramicist Hanako 
O’Leary, who creates vagina vessels 
and Japanese Hannya-inspired 
masks that replace faces with labias. 
It’s pretty metal. Ann Leda Shapiro’s 
sexually explicit Anger—which the 
Whitney Museum of Art refused 
to hang in her one-person show in 
1973—will also make an appearance. 
Stranger Genius Award winner C. 
Davida Ingram, as well as Sheila Klein, 
Alice Dubiel, Deborah Faye Lawrence, 
Cecilia Concepción Alvarez, Dawn 
Cerny, E.T. Russian, and the Guerrilla 
Girls themselves round out the show. 
JK (Through Sat Sept 21)

Ceci N’est Pas une Pipe d’un 
Homme In partnership with Refract: 
The Seattle Glass Experience, the 
gallery presents glass art by femme- 
identified artists. (Oct 3–Nov 23)

Columbia City Gallery
Que Séra Séra Gallery members 
Dianne Bradley, Lori Duckstein, Osa 
Elaiho, and Joan Robbins hang new 
work. (Through Sun Sept 22)

Seattle Metals Guild For its 20th 
birthday, the gallery is inviting artists 
from the Seattle Metals Guild to 
display their masterpieces. (Through 
Sun Sept 22)

The Book as Art: The Page and 
Beyond MalPina Chan brings book 
artists to this gallery, with more than 
30 book art pieces. (Sept 28–Nov 10)

State of Flux Kristin Alama, Abbie 
Birmingham, Di Faria, Kate Harkins, 
and Juliett Ripley-Dunkelberger show 
glass, printmaking, beadwork, painting, 
and clay pieces. (Sept 28–Nov 10)

Diverse Directions in Ceramics 
Discover a collection of ceramic art 
curated by Patti Warashina and Carol 
Gouthro, including works by Timea 
Tihanyi and Lois Harbaugh, for the 
gallery’s 20th anniversary. (Nov 16– 
Jan 5)

Core Gallery
Melinda Hurst-Frye: The Forest 
Floor In The Forest Floor, Hurst-Frye 
probes the symbioses of plant and 
animal ground-dwellers (and subter-
ranean creatures), using photographs 
and tableaux. (Through Sat Sept 28)

Laurie LeClair: The Hours In the 
past, LeClair has shown her preoccu-
pation with old manuscripts and other 
used materials. This exhibit is a contin-
uation of her favorite themes, remixing 
“Renaissance iconographic format” for 
her mixed-media paintings on used 
drop cloth. (Through Sat Sept 28)

Sara Everett: Mending Measures 
Sara Everett’s mixed media pieces 
comment on the “legislative futility” 
of trying to restore ruined natural 
habitats. She stitches together “found 
landscapes,” re-creating but profoundly 
changing them. (Oct 2–26)

Scott Mayberry: Elemental Mayberry 
makes grimly whimsical artwork that 
explores the intersection of nature and 
humankind. This series explores recy-
cling through “primal abstract paintings 
on recyclable surfaces.” (Oct 2–26)

Amanda Hood: Reverie Hood popu-
lates her canvases with “constellations 
of light and organic forms” in a quest 
to capture the sublime. (Oct 30– 
Nov 30)

Scott Mansfield: Sneaky Diagonal 
Sculptor Scott Mansfield shows 
drawings and 3-D pieces that set 
“strength against vulnerability in steel 
and plaster.” (Oct 30–Nov 30)

CORE Community Show Core’s 
annual community show is meant 
to boost visibility and awareness for 
artists from underrepresented demo-
graphics. (Dec 4–14)

Davidson Galleries
Barbara Noah: Toss and Turn This 
artist has had works hung in the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art, 
the New Museum of Contemporary 
Art, in museums abroad, and at the 
Henry and Seattle Art Museum. With 
Toss and Turn, she continues a series 
called Likely Stories, which depicts 
“metaphoric objects” symbolizing the 
imaginative possibilities of childhood 
hanging in the cosmos. The effect 
is both playful and melancholy, an 
evocation of human endeavor in the 
vast emptiness of space. (Through Sat 
Sept 28)

 Robert Connell and Michael 
Kareken Connell uses sumi ink and 
acrylic to create glimpses of Pacific 
Northwestern beauty, from dreamy 
swaths of sand, trees, and water to de 
Chirico-like images of Georgetown’s 
industrial brick buildings. Kareken, a 
professor at the Minneapolis College 
of Art & Design, produces evocative 
monotypes, paintings, and drawings of 
thickly wooded landscapes. (Oct 3– 
Nov 2)

Art

L.A. Ring: On the 
Edge of the World
SEPTEMBER 14–JANUARY 19

The first-ever US exhibition of works by renowned 
Danish artist L.A. Ring. (Nordic Museum)

COURTESY OF NORDIC MUSEUM
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 Eva Pietzcker Pietzcker is a 
Berlin-based artist who mainly works 
in Japanese woodblock prints, in 
which watercolor is painted onto the 
block that is then hand-pressed into 
soft paper. She makes masterful use 
of subtle color and shadow, depicting 
ghostly weeds, glinting waters, and 
ikebana flowers peering out of vases. 
(Nov 7–30)

Facèré Jewelry Art Gallery
Origins: Unearthing the Montana 
Sapphire Liaung-Chung Yen, 
Melinda Risk, Elisa Bongfeldt, Peg 
Fetter, Janis Kerman, and others 
have crafted jewelry made with rough 
Montana sapphires. (Through Mon 
Sept 30)

Fantagraphics Bookstore 
and Gallery

 Gina Siciliano: I Know What I 
Am: The Life & Times of Artemisia 
Gentileschi I’ve said it before and 
I’ll say it again, Artemisia Gentileschi 
was a fucking badass. One of the 
most accomplished painters of the 
17th century, her paintings have an 
emotional and technical depth that’s 
unrivaled. Gentileschi is most famous 
for painting themes like Susanna 
and the Elders, Judith and Holofernes 
(which depicted Gentileschi’s rapist as 
Holofernes getting his head expertly 
sawed off—a legend), and Judith and 
Her Maidservant. Gina Siciliano’s first 
graphic novel tells the story of this 
woman who braved the male-dom-
inated art world to become one of 
the most formidable figures of Italian 
painting. JK (Oct 14–Nov 5)

Short Run Marathon Prolong the 
excitement of the year’s biggest indie 
comics event in Seattle, Short Run, 
with this exhibition of select festival 
guests. (Nov 8–Dec 11)

Foster/White Gallery
Mark Rediske Rediske paints color 
washes and gestural abstraction in 
rich, Rothko-like colors. (Through Sat 
Sept 21)

Julie Himel and Sarah Winkler 
While Winkler, who has a background 
in art and earth science, paints the 
wilderness of the American West with 
a geologist’s eye, Himel focuses on 
humanity’s “worlds lived and imag-
ined,” the collision between people 
and landscape. (Oct 3–19)

 Janna Watson In 2018, Emily 
Pothast wrote for The Stranger: “In 
the early 20th century, nonobjective 
painting was seen as something 
revolutionary. Today, it feels almost 
quaint and anachronistic, as though 
every painting for its own sake that 
the universe could possibly need has 
already been made. The large-scale 
mixed-media works of Toronto-based 

painter Janna Watson stand in defi-
ance of this trend. Large brushstrokes 
and small bursts of color wiggle and 
dance on soft gradients like visual 
music.” (Nov 7–26)

Frederick Holmes and 
Company
Rolph Scarlett: A Survey of 
Original Paintings and Work 
on Paper, 1930-1960 The late 
Canadian American painter Rolph 
Scarlett was at one time “the third 
most highly collected artist” of the 
Guggenheim collection; he was 
one of the founders of Solomon R. 
Guggenheim’s first museum (called 
Museum of Non-Objective Painting), 
according to gallery materials. But 
when Guggenheim died in 1949, his 
family put most of Scarlett’s work into 
storage. Now you have a chance to 
see 35 of his pieces from the 1930s 
to the 1960s. (Oct 3–Nov 30)

G. Gibson Gallery
 Photo Finish: A Group Exhibit 

of Photography This exhibition 
promises a range of photos by artists 
from the 20th and 21st centuries, 
including Paul Berger, Marion Post 
Wolcott, Michael Kenna, Jacques-
Henri Lartigue, Walker Evans, and 
many others. This will be G. Gibson’s 
final show as a traditional gallery. 
(Through Sat Oct 12)

Gallery 110
Anna Jannack: Line of Inquiry 
Jannack’s exhibition is full of visual 
metaphors for the brain’s retention 
and “storage” of painful experiences. 
(Through Sat Sept 28)

Susan Christensen: Benefaction 
The figure of the mother creator 
dominates in these emotional, 
fantasy-tinged paintings. (Through 
Sat Sept 28)

Yvonne Kunz: Apron Strings 
Kunz explores the metaphor of the 
apron as a pejorative synonym for a 
woman’s role (as in “apron strings”) in 
an attempt to reconcile womanhood 
and her experience as a soldier. 
(Through Sat Sept 28)

We Were the Places That We 
Wanted to Go The gallery hosts the 
Vancouver arts collective, the Phan-
toms in the Front Yard, for a show 
about “passing life’s lessons down 
from one generation to the next.”  
(Oct 3–Nov 2)

Katherine Loveland: Down the 
Rabbit Hole Loveland employs 
“macrophotographic collage” to piece 
together her own Rorschach tests. 
(Nov 7–30)

Gallery 4Culture
 Ann Leda Shapiro: Diagnosing 

Disasters Acupuncturist Shapiro is 
not an outsider artist—she attended 
the San Francisco Art Institute and the 
University of California, Davis in the 
‘60s—but her cut and painted works 
on paper have that brute but beautiful 
look. She combines fanciful depictions 
of human anatomy with equally 
inventive riffs on nature, animals, and 
microbes. (Through Thurs Sept 26)

Cicelia Ross-Gotta: Feel Just Like 
Home Ross-Gotta, whose work 
has been exhibited at the Henry Art 
Gallery, the Olympic Sculpture Park, 
and Gramma Poetry, explores issues 
related to temporary housing by 
hand-embroidering internet reviews of 
rooms on used bedsheets from a hotel 
where her underhoused relative has 
been living since 2016. (Oct 3–31)

Ko Kirk Yamahira Yamahira leans 
toward deconstructive processes, 
whether he’s unraveling canvases 
or painting dots and lines to expose 
“the relativity of perception and time.” 
(Nov 7–Dec 5)

Ghost Gallery
Rebecca Reeves and Danielle 
Schlunegger-Warner: Slipping 
Below In this East Coast/West 
Coast collaboration, Reeves and 
Schlunegger-Warner fashioned resin 
ships together before splitting off to 
develop their own installations. (Sept 
12–Oct 6)

 Red List: Moths & Butterflies 
The Xerces Society conservation 
nonprofit keeps a list of endangered 
butterflies and moths on the continent 
of North America. Browse it, and 
you can encounter such wondrous 
species names as the “scarce streaky-
skipper” and the “regal fritillary.” This 
exhibition, featuring collagist Lisa 
Myers Bulmash, aims to wake you up 
to the growing plight of our loveliest 
pollinator insects. Some proceeds 
from art sales will benefit Xerces. 
(Thurs Oct 10)

Glass Box Gallery
 SPACEFILLER: Fantasy  

Parameter Spaces For Seattle-
based duo Alexander Nagy and 
Alexander Miller, their collective name, 
SPACEFILLER, is a reference to 
both their role as artists (one who fills 
space) and Conway’s Game of Life, a 
mathematical model. (A “spacefiller” 
is a pattern that wants to spread out 
indefinitely.) In Fantasy Parameter 
Spaces, the duo will be taking over the 
white cube and installing interactive 
“mini universes” that invite the viewer 
to “play with the parameters of 
algorithmic simulations in order to 
reveal the complicated relationship 
between order and chaos.” Expect 

Art

Mary Ann Peters: traveler
SEPTEMBER 14–OCTOBER 26

Peters visually examines the West's perception of the Middle East versus 
that region's reality. (James Harris Gallery)

COURTESY OF JAMES HARRIS GALLERY

Exhibit runs  

September 12th - November 23rd
Presented by the Seattle Architecture Foundation

At the Center for Architecture and Design 

22nd Annual  
ARCHITECTURAL  
MODEL EXHIBIT

seattlearchitecture.org
1010 Western Ave
Seattle, WA  98104
P 206.667.9184

http://seattlearchitecture.org/
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1845:Memento Mori  
PAULA STOKES
October 18- November 30, 2019 

Opening reception: Friday October 18, 6-8pm
1st Thursday: November 7, 6-8pm

located in the Tashiro Kaplan Building
106 3rd Ave. S. Seattle, WA 98104

Pioneer Square | methodgallery.com

 Photo: Rozarii Lynch

http://methodgallery.com/
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light projection, sounds, sculptures, 
and tactile electronics. JK (Through 
Sat Oct 12) 

Greg Kucera Gallery
 James Castle: Drawings Castle 

was born deaf in 1899 and was 
not truly recognized for his talents 
until the 1950s. As a young artist, 
he worked with soot, spit, and 
homemade implements. (Through 
Sat Nov 2)

 Whiting Tennis: New Work 
Tennis’s colors cohabit uneasily, and 
even the symmetrical designs look 
unstable. He favors compositions that 
don’t allow the gaze to rest, but jostle 
it from shape to shape: intestinal 
tangles, chaotic patchworks, smudgy 
mazes, indefinable objects in confron-
tation. But this graphic agitation also 
appeals to the viewer’s sense of play 
and freedom. Far from severe, the 
forms he invents are variously insec-
toid, childlike, flailing, drooping, and 
prowling. JZ (Through Sat Nov 2) 

 Norman Lundin: Remembered 
Detail Norman Lundin’s still-life 
paintings study not just objects but 
mini-environments, bare interiors in 
dim morning light or wintry domestic 
spaces. (Nov 7–Dec 21)

 Paul Rucker: New Work In past 
exhibitions, this Guggenheim Fellow-
ship-winning artist and cellist has 
meditated on such topics as police 
shootings, racism, slavery, and other 
atrocities against African Americans 
and other people of color. His 2016 
series Forced Migration, for example, 
used animation and acrylics to expand 
upon the image of an enslaved 
person on a Confederate $100 bill. 
Expect a similarly blistering approach 
to American history and politics in his 
next show. (Nov 7–Dec 21)

Harris Harvey Gallery
Richard Hutter: Bloom Abstract 
printmaker/mixed-media artist 
Richard Hutter, influenced by pop 
art and minimalist design, has work 
in public and private collections like 
University of Washington, Tacoma Art 
Museum, Swedish Medical Center, 
and the King County Public Art 
Collection, and has been commis-
sioned by the Office of Arts & Cultural 
Affairs and Seattle City Light’s 1% 
for Arts Funds to create a large-scale 
public mural. Here’s an excerpt from 
the gallery description: “Unified by an 
ongoing exploration of organic forms 
seen through an architectural lens, the 
work combines a range of mediums: 
painting, collage, printmaking, and 
drawing. Over his career, Hutter has 
constructed a unique visual language 
of floral shapes and clean, repetitive 
forms created using drafting tools. His 
vocabulary conflates minimal and pop 
aesthetics with nostalgic languages of 
images and writings from textbooks 
and encyclopedias.” (Through Sat 
Sept 28)

Ed Kamuda: Above and Below 
Ed Kamuda is an inheritor of the 
Northwest School style, eschewing 
traditional realism to make colorful 
abstractions of nature. Above and 
Below collects his works from the 
past 30 years. (Oct 3–26)

Charles Emerson: Everything 
Changes, Every Thing Dreams 
If you look hard enough at Charles 
Emerson’s colorful, abstract paintings, 
you might see part of a landscape—a 
few trees, the top of a mountain range. 
But mostly, they make the viewer 
feel unrooted and upside-down, not 
surprising for an artist concerned with 
“life force” that makes “everything in 
change and flux.” (Nov 7–30)

Hart James: Blue Informed by 
the work of the Northwest Mystic 
painters, James portrays nature in its 
relationship to individuals using oils 
and charcoal. (Dec 5–28)

Small Works Group Exhibition 
Support the artist community and 
shop paintings, photos, prints, and 
more for the holidays at this exhibi-
tion. (Dec 5–28)

Housewright Gallery
 Northwest Influencers The 

Housewright Gallery is a new art space 

in Georgetown run by Tim Pfeiffer and 
Steve Hoedemaker. Their inaugural 
exhibition is Northwest Influencers, 
a show that’s not about the most 
followed Washingtonian on Instagram 
but about a collection of artists from 
the influential Northwest School. 
Featuring paintings, works on paper, 
and sculpture, and spanning both pre- 
and post-WWII, the exhibit focuses on 
the influence these artists had on West 
Coast Modernism that reverberated 
throughout the art world. Among 
the artists included in the show are 
Mark Tobey, Peter Camfferman, Paul 
Horiuchi, Margaret Tomkins, Glen Alps, 
James Fitzgerald, and Ngaire Hixon. JK 
(Through Sat Oct 26) 

Jack Straw New Media 
Gallery
Martin Jarmick: The Final Image 
Seattle artist Martin Jarmick’s virtual 
reality installation combines spherical 
images with interactive spaces, 
inviting visitors to move debris out 
of the way and wander through 
passages that lead to “narrative 
vignettes” about memory loss. 
(Through Fri Sept 20)

Naima Lowe: Curriculum This exhi-
bition, a collaboration between visual 
artist Naima Lowe and her jazz musi-
cian/composer father Bill Lowe in 
association with Earshot Jazz Festival, 
is composed of video pieces set to a 
live jazz score, performed by Lowe on 
trombone and/or tuba and Taylor Ho 
Bynum on cornet. (Oct 4–Dec 13)

Jacob Lawrence Gallery
Composite Gestures Three UW 
faculty members—Jason Germany 
in industrial design, Annabelle Gould 
in visual communication design, and 
Axel Roesler in interaction design—
show pieces highlighting their fields’ 
influence on ordinary life. (Sept 25– 
Oct 12)

MFON: Women Photographers of 
the African Diaspora In partnership 
with the Frye, the Photographic 
Center Northwest, and independent 
curators, the gallery highlights women 
of the African diaspora who capture 
still images on film. (Nov 22–Dec 21)

James Harris Gallery
 Mary Ann Peters: traveler Mary 

Ann Peters’s black-and-white paint-
ings suck you right up. Crafted using 
white ink on black clayboard, to me, 
they most resemble an etching. It’s as 
if you’re gazing at a dark landscape 
from behind a sheet of heavy white 
rain. But those black-and-white draw-
ings are only one portion of her work. 
In her seventh show at James Harris 
Gallery, the Seattle artist will be exhib-
iting installation, sculptures, paintings, 
and drawings that “questions and 
interrogates” the space between 
truth and fiction when it comes to the 
West’s perception of the Middle East. 
JK (Sept 14–Oct 26)

 Fay Jones Fay Jones is known 
for her monumental Westlake Station 
mural, for her Joan Mitchell Grant in 
2013, and for her evasion of overt 
symbolism in favor of playful figurative 
allusions. These new watercolors are 
based on the changing views outside 
her bedroom window. (Nov 7–23)

Kobo at Higo
Linked The Seattle Metals Guild 
and the Northwest Jewelry & Metals 
Symposium present juried works in this 
Japantown gallery. (Oct 15–Nov 2)

Koplin Del Rio Gallery
 Robert Pruitt: The Majesty of 

Kings Long Dead New York-based 
artist Robert Pruitt will debut new 
pieces along with old work at his 
KDR show. A skilled draftsman, Pruitt 
combines elements of Afrofuturism, 
black power, and pop culture to create 
tender portraits of black people. In 
his newer portraits, the subjects are 
rendered in charcoal, sometimes 
adorned with gold leaf and color, 
while the white space surrounding the 
subject is filled in with coffee stains. 
The coffee gives his subjects a hazy 
sort of glow, an aura that smells like 
breakfast, and it ages the paper in 

such a way that it’s almost as if you’ve 
stumbled upon an artifact. JK (Through 
Sat Sept 28)

Linda Hodges Gallery
 Jed Dunkerley and Cable 

Griffith Jen Graves has written that 
Dunkerley’s drawings of machines 
erase “the nature/human binary and 
[replace] it with a new mixture that 
did not separate human activity from 
other processes in nature.” In this 
series, he paints scenes wherein 
“technology and human ingenuity 
overwhelm the natural world,” in the 
words of the gallery. Cornish professor 
Cable Griffith’s abstract landscape 
paintings are similarly concerned with 
the melding of the natural and artificial 
realms. (Through Sat Sept 28)

Monica Daugherty In the BLUR 
Gallery, Daugherty’s night interiors 
exert an expressionistic pull. (Through 
Sat Sept 28)

Daphne Minkoff Minkoff usually 
combines layering and collage to craft 
eerie images of urban and suburban 
decay. (Oct 3–Nov 2)

Soo Hong Soo Hong’s gestural 
paintings hang in the smaller BLUR 
Gallery. (Oct 3–Nov 2)

 David Hytone David Hytone has 
worked in paint, ink, paper, ceramics, 
and large-scale collage. His latest 
paintings on okawara Japanese paper 
blur the lines between geometric 
abstraction and the macroorganism. 
(Nov 7–30)

MadArt
Dream the Combine and Clayton 
Binkley Artists/architects Jennifer 
Newsom and Tom Carruthers, along 
with their collaborator Clayton Binkley, 
probe “the interplay of light, people, 
and the architectural environment” 
of the studio, using steel, mesh, and 
plaster lattices that divide up the space 
and create pathways. (Sept 23–Dec 7)

METHOD
Graham Murtough: Erasure 
Collapse A site-specific installation 
allows the viewer to think about 
“endless new urban development” 
and its complications. (Through Sat 
Oct 12)

Paula Stokes: 1845: Memento 
Mori Stokes memorializes the millions 
of people dead and displaced during 
the Irish potato famine with 1,845 
glass potatoes arranged in a cairn 
formation. (Oct 18–Nov 30)

Margaret Chodos-Irvine: Corral 
Chodos-Irvine joins 12 identical 
white men’s dress shirts into a single 
cloth ring in this examination of the 
“psychological shell” provided by 
formal garments. (Dec 5–28)

Michael Birawer Gallery
Layne Cook See lighthearted scenes 
depicting our fair city by this local 
artist. (Through Mon Sept 30)

C.A. Pierce C.A. Pierce creates hazy, 
layered acrylic and oil landscapes 
on canvas, building up and scraping 
down layers. (Oct 1–31)

Modern Glaze, A Ceramic 
Studio and Gallery
Re-Figuring: New Clay Work by 
Lana Sandberg, Juliana Wisdom 
& Laura Brodax See contemporary 
ceramics work by these three artists. 
(Through Tues Oct 1)

Oxbow
 Ginny Ruffner During this 

residency, Ruffner (who has been 
called “the most irrepressible spirit 
in Seattle art” by former Stranger 
critic Jen Graves) continues her rich 
explorations of augmented reality, 
featuring virtual visuals blooming from 
glass sculptures. The studio will be 
open to the public for several events. 
(Sept 29–Nov 9)

Jeffry Mitchell In Residence 
PDX Contemporary Art teams up 
with Oxbow to bring you Mitchell’s 
ceramics, furniture, and metalwork 
made in residencies in the US and 
China. (Nov 17–30)

Art
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Paramount Theatre
 Re:definition 2019: The Latinx 

Diaspora Juan Alonso-Rodríguez’s 
Latinx art series continues with 
2019’s second round of artists: Arturo 
Artorez, a Mexican artist who has lived 
a truly extraordinary life; interdisci-
plinary artist Tatiana Garmendia, who 
makes gorgeous, sometimes erotical-
ly-tinged work; and Cuban-born Hugo 
Moro, whose multimedia pieces are 
born from a “recursive and tangential 
thinking process.” (Ongoing)

Path with Art
Fall Visions The students of the Path 
with Art program for underserved 
adults hang comics, gouache ink 
resist paintings, collage, and drawings. 
(Through Wed Nov 27)

Winter Visions The students of Path 
with Art once again show what they’ve 
learned. (Dec 5–Jan 31)

Patricia Rovzar Gallery
Z.Z. Wei See stoic pastoral paintings 
by Z.Z. Wei that will transport you 
“to a place where time stands still.” 
(Through Sat Sept 28)

Terry Turrell An autodidact mixed-
media painter and sculptor who often 
mixes the two mediums, Turrell exults 
in highly textured techniques that 
often incorporate recycled materials. 
(Oct 3–Nov 2)

Joseph Maruska Joseph Maruska’s 
paintings, with earthy and ethereal 
colors, evoke atmospheres and hazy, 
watery landscapes. (Nov 7–30)

Celebrate Art The Patricia Rovzar 
Gallery will celebrate 27 years of 
existence with their annual group 
show. (Dec 5–28)

Photographic Center 
Northwest
Innovation at the Intersection 
of Science, Technology, and 
Photography Witness historical and 
contemporary photography at the 
cutting edge of science and tech-
nology by Amir Zaki, Richard Barnes, 
Evert Bongers, Barbara Bosworth, 
Eadweard Muybridge, Zachary Burns, 
and many others. (Sept 19–Dec 15)

Phylogeny Contemporary
Considering Others This group 
show about othering and isolation 
features work in fiber arts, paint, and 
clay by artists like Martha Shade, 
Phyllis Gorsen, Sandi Bransford, and 
others. (Through Sat Oct 5)

Pottery Northwest
UnWedged UnWedged is Pottery 
Northwest’s annual, national Juried 
Contemporary Ceramic Exhibition of 
artists from Canada and the US. This 
year’s juror is the renowned sculptor 
Tip Toland. (Oct 4–25)

Push/Pull
 Specswizard and Keef Cross 

Charles Mudede has written: 
“Specswizard is a veteran. His entire 
life has been devoted to the art. It’s 
almost impossible to imagine him 
doing anything other than rapping, 
making beats, and painting mystical 
urban images on walls.” See his 
character designs for the forthcoming 
Gibson Comic Anthology alongside 
pieces by tattoo and comics artist 
Keef Cross. (Through Wed Sept 18)

 Hayden Stern: Trans Tarot Stern 
asked for selfies from the trans 
community, then transformed these 
pictures into a tarot deck representing 
gender as “a mystical process of 
transformation.” Come see these 
reverent expressions of self-con-
fidence and self-love, and pick up 
a deck for your queer divination 
purposes. (Sept 19–Oct 15)

Jon Garaizar: Enchanting Stranger 
Invades the Lavatory Gallery 
Known for his stark and frightening 
esoteric art in comic, tarot, and print 
forms, Push/Pull artist Garaizer will 
set up his eerie images in the bath-
room gallery. (Oct 17–Nov 19)

 Myra Lara: Everyday Cry-sis 
Urban living is A Lot—especially a 
city like Seattle where the disparities 
between the rich and the poor are at 
untenable levels. We pride ourselves 
on being liberal, green, and socially 
conscious, and yet don’t tax big 
business, don’t have enough public 
transit, and rent is through the roof. 
It’s exhausting! Artist Myra Lara will be 
exploring “the realities of life, political 
priorities, and social justice” in our fair, 
emerald, technocratic city in her latest 
cartoon series, Everyday Cry-sis. JK 
(Oct 17–Nov 19)

Collective Conscience The art coop-
erative invites members to contribute 
nicely priced work to this non-themed 
exhibition. All the pieces are ready 
to take home, and you can also 
buy an issue of the third Collective 
Conscience comics and illustrations 
anthology. (Nov 21–Dec 17)

SAM Gallery
Kellie Talbot: America Kellie 
Talbot’s oil paintings revolve around 
the landscape of American artifacts, 
craftsmanship, and history, using 
“rust and decay” as agents of change 
rather than negative forces. (Through 
Sun Sept 29)

Mapping the Grid The gallery 
welcomes artists who employ or 
adapt images of grids, maps, and 
geometry—Harold Hollingsworth, Ryan 
Molenkamp, Jo Moniz, Nina Tichava, 
and more. (Oct 2–31)

Under the Influence Local artists 
Deborah Bell, Alfred Harris, Iskra 
Johnson, Laura Van Horne, and 
Junko Yamamoto celebrate Asian 
influence, in conjunction with the 
2020 reopening of the Seattle Asian 
Art Museum. (Nov 14–Dec 8)

Schack Art Center
Willenbrink-Johnsen Invita-
tional Karen and Jasen Willen-
brink-Johnsen, known for sculpting 
stately glass birds and other natural 
forms, are joined by their friends 
Jeremy Bert and Jen Elek, Thor and 
Jennifer Bueno, Megan Stelljes, 
Alison Chism, and many others in this 
invitational. (Oct 3–Nov 2)

Holiday Exhibit Shop festive works 
by the Colored Pencil Society of 
America artists as well as potters, 
painters, and others. (Nov 14–Jan 4)

Shift
Karen Klee-Atlin: Granite Spit 
Toronto-born Klee-Atlin’s new big 
linoleum prints depict those classic 
elements of the Pacific Northwest 
landscape: “rock, wood, light, and 
water.” (Through Sat Sept 28)

Colleen Maloney: Finding Comfort 
The painter returns to her favorite 
themes of comfort and pleasure, from 
food and flowers to family and friends. 
(Through Sat Sept 28)

Jodi Waltier: sit down STAND UP 
Waltier often favors unusual subjects: 
Recent exhibitions at Shift have taken 
inspiration from pools, crop rotations, 
and “travel up, up and away from 
this astral plane.” In this latest show, 
she’ll use the “chair as metaphor for 
crucible to contain and harbor spirit.” 
(Oct 3–Nov 2)

Ken Barnes: Recent Stone 
Sculptures Former rock climber and 
current sculptor Ken Barnes shapes 
elegant, simple objects in beautiful 
stone. He’s known for reflecting natural 
forms in works like Fluke, Corona, and 
Corpuscles. He writes: “Stone is among 
the oldest of sculptural materials and 
might seem irrelevant in a petrochem-
ical world, but people react to stone 
from an ancient place within. It brings 
them back to simpler times, with forms 
and textures not pulled from a machine 
mold, and they are drawn to touch and 
caress the surfaces.” (Oct 3–Nov 2)

Cynthia Hibbard: Remainders 
Hibbard starts these paintings, 
etchings, and monotypes with “some 
residue of ideas, images or materials 
from the past,” then expanding upon 
these old themes. (Nov 7–30)

Dodi Fredericks: Ground Work 
Fredericks’s experience as a potter 
and landscape architect informs 

her style of abstract and landscape 
painting. (Nov 7–30)

SOIL
 Coley Mixan, Liz Mputu, and 

Richie Brown: Re-Thinking Digital 
Nature Curated by art critic, curator, 
and occasional Stranger contributor 
Leah St. Lawrence, A Digital Nature 
brings together three artists who 
explore themes of “health, humor, the 
body, and emotional prosperity” and 
our experience of “the digitized” in our 
daily life. Coley Mixan is a musician 
and an artist, creating trippy and 
thought-provoking work. Liz Mputu is 
Very Online, using digital platforms to 
grapple with topics like white privilege, 
sexuality, and digital embodiment. 
And Richie Brown—an animator who 
calls himself the hypothetical son of 
Walt Disney, Robert Crumb, and Andy 
Warhol—brings his kooky and uncon-
ventional animations to the show. JK 
(Through Sat Sept 28)

D.W. Burnam: Roommate Burnam 
juxtaposes photographic collage 
with “short narrative pieces” about 
humanity, ecology, and “depersonaliza-
tion.” (Through Sat Sept 28)

Get It On “Try on” sexy, sensual 
necklaces without touching them 
by positioning your head in front of 
a strategically placed mirror behind 
each art jewelry piece. (Oct 3–Nov 2)

Specialist
Julie Alexander: Yellow Blue can 
generate sensations of coldness, 
sadness, and artificiality; red can be 
anger, passion, or heat. What’s yellow? 
According to Julie Alexander, yellow 
can represent “uniqueness, atomized 
value of individuality, and our struggles 
to build community as we create 
things in this commodified culture.” 
Nicholas Nyland and Dalani Tanahy 
are also featured in this exhibition. 
(Through Sat Sept 21)

Leonard Suryajaya: Is It Time Yet 
Queer immigrant artist Suryajaya and 
a group of Cornish students “enact 
gestures of resistance before the 
camera” in this response to American 
turmoil post-2016 and to Suryajaya’s 
own experience emigrating from 
Indonesia. (Oct 3–Nov 23)

Madeleine Cichy: A Body as Big as 
This Room California artist Cichy’s 
sculptures reportedly “could give 
you a trigger-point face-massage 
if you walked into them.” These 

vividly painted, poky objects will be 
accompanied by “somatic schematic 
drawings.” (Dec 5–Jan 25)

Stonington Gallery
 Salish Brilliance: Dan Friday 

and Maynard Johnny, Jr. Lummi 
glassblower Friday crafts exquisite 
sculptures based on Native practices 
like, in this case, cedar bark weaving 
and totem carving (his great-grandfa-
ther, Joseph Hillaire, numbered among 
the masters of the latter). The objects 
pay homage to the intricacy of the 
traditional craft while adding his own 
asymmetries and vividly contrasting 
colors. His fellow Coast Salish artist 
Maynard Johnny, Jr. (Penelakut/
Kwakwaka’wakw) paints brightly and 
beautifully on paddles and canvases. 
(Through Sun Sept 29)

 Raven Skyriver and Preston 
Singletary This collaborative show 
will feature the work of two Tlingit 
glass artists who approach the medium 
from different points of view. Raven 
Skyriver’s work is more in tune with the 
rhythm of ecosystems and animal life, 
while Preston Singletary draws from 
narrative mythology and traditional 
objects. Skyriver will be exhibiting glass 
sea creatures from both oceans and 
rivers; Singletary will be presenting 
works on paper, glass, and bronze 
depicting shamanic implements, woven 
hats and baskets, and legendary char-
acters in his distinct style. Put simply, 
this will be good! (Oct 3–27)

Thomas Stream: In Winter Geomet-
rically patterned winter birds wearing 
Aleutian hunting hats stand proud in 
Alaskan Aleut painter Stream’s new 
series. (Nov 7–30)

 Stonington Celebrates 40: 
Fortieth Anniversary Group Exhibi-
tion Celebrate 40 years of top-notch 
Northwest Coastal and Alaskan art 
with a Native focus as this excellent 
gallery hosts a group exhibition. 
(Dec 5–31)

studio e
 Gillian Theobald: And the 

Language Was Beauty Gillian 
Theobald’s paintings are absolutely, 
deliciously tropical. They remind me 
of the most fantastically patterned 
fabric that makes up the ’70s dress 
of my dreams. I’d like to drape myself 
in her images and forms. She paints 
abstract-ish landscapes that build “a 
meditative, slow space using families 

of color playing off each other,” like 
a call and response. In her first solo 
show at studio e, Theobald—who was 
a finalist for the 2017 Neddy Award—
will be exhibiting new paintings, 
drawings, and bas relief collages 
made of found paper and paint. JK 
(Oct 3–Nov 16) 

Organic Archival This group exhi-
bition promises “lusciously packed 
surfaces, playful personal narratives, 
deliciously indulgent use of material 
and other forms of escape.” (Nov 21– 
Dec 28)

Suzanne Zahr Gallery
Jean Sbarra Jones: What Dreams 
May Come Sbarra Jones’s romantic, 
decadent paintings are inspired by 
an unusual sight she witnessed on 
a boat: a “purple satin party dress” 
tumbling into the ocean. (Through 
Mon Sept 30)

TASTE at SAM
Shawn Demarest Portlander Shawn 
Demarest paints images of Northwest 
urbanity. (Through Sun Nov 3)

Perri Howard See mixed-media 
canvases, focusing on imagery 
evoking mapping and navigation, by 
Twisp artist Perri Howard. (Through 
Sun Feb 2)

Traver Gallery
Anne Traver: Unearthed Ceramics 
artist Traver professes her interest in 
“diminishing the functional nature of 
the pot with a little push towards the 
forms of nature” and “the remains 
of ceramic objects as signposts of 
human history.” (Through Sat Sept 28)

Richard Marquis and Johanna 
Nitzke Marquis: Recent Works In 
addition to his show at the Museum 
of Glass later this fall, prominent 
glass artist Marquis collaborates with 
his life partner, painter and sculptor 
Nitzke Marquis, who’s the former 
director of the Foster/White Gallery 
and of the Visual Arts Program of the 
Washington State Arts Commission. 
(Through Sat Sept 28)

April Surgent A meditative, self-pre-
scribed “keeper of our times and a 
keeper of a dying heritage,” Surgent 
engraves natural scenes and creates 
installations, often out of discarded 
materials fished from the sea. (Oct 3– 
Nov 9)

 John Kiley and Dante Marioni 
Jasmyne Keimig admired John Kiley’s 
“carefully balanced” abstract glass 
sculpture at the 2019 Seattle Art Fair. 
See more of his work alongside that of 
Dante Marioni, whose lovely and justly 
celebrated glass art is often a throw-
back to the beautiful, symmetrical 
design of Venetian, Greek, Etruscan, 
and African traditions. (Oct 3–Nov 9)

Michael Peterson Sculptor Peterson 
reshapes, sandblasts, bleaches, and 
otherwise alters madrone, locust, and 
cherry wood, producing objects that 
look oddly anatomical. (Nov 16– 
Dec 21)

Tori Karpenko Tori Karpenko, trained 
as a painter in Italy, renders beautiful 
landscapes—transparent lakes, 
brambly mountains, and gleaming ice. 
He also sculpts with natural materials. 
(Nov 16–Dec 21)

Vachon Gallery
Carol Rashawna Williams: For the 
record Using recycled and reused 
materials, Williams links climate 
change and racial justice in this inter-
active installation, the second half of 
a two-part series begun at Hedreen. 
(Sept 23–Oct 11)

Virago Gallery
Jennifer McNeely: BAIT These 
sculptures, which express themes of 
“feminine danger, power, and joy,” are 
viscerally disturbing, evoking mutilated 
organs and flesh bristling with nails. 
The artist says: “BAIT is a complicated 
love story. Trying to get our needs met 
without cutting off our own feet can 
be a lifelong journey. But like every-
thing, BAIT contains a gift.” (Through 
Sat Oct 5)

Wa Na Wari
 Xenobia Bailey, Henry 

Jackson-Spieker, Marita Dingus, 
Nastassja Swift: Installations The 
new Central District gallery Wa Na Wari 
is accomplishing something beautiful: 
nurturing the legacy of black creativity 
in the neighborhood, formerly a bastion 
of Seattle’s African American culture, 
by, among other things, exhibiting the 
work of excellent artists. This group of 
installations should be an impressive 
demonstration of the possibilities of 
this approach, with four prominent 
black artists contributing new work. 
Crochet master Xenobia Bailey, 
who’s had pieces exhibited in many 
museums, and crafts marvelous trippy 
hats, mandalas, sculptures, and more 
out of textiles. Guggenheim Fellowship 
winner Marita Dingus produces 
mixed-media sculptures using salvaged 
materials. Accomplished sculptor Henry 
Jackson-Spieker, known for small- 
and large-scale sculptures, “explores 
tension, balance and symmetry” and 
innovatively interrogates gallery space. 
Rising Virginian artist Nastassja Swift 
creates felted fiber dolls as well as 
paint, print, and performance works. 
Any one of these artists would be 
worth seeing; taken together, they 
make up something unmissable. JK 
(Through Sun Sept 22)

 Chantal Gibson, Brenetta Ward, 
Storme Webber, Moses Sun: 
Installations The new black-focused 
art and community center presents 
another group show with work by 
Vancouver-based educator/artist/
poet Chantal Gibson, art quilter Bren-
etta Ward, Two-Spirit First Nations 
interdisciplinary artist Storme Webber, 
and meditative abstract artist Moses 
Sun. (Oct 18–Dec 28)

Winston Wächter Fine Art
 Amanda Manitach: Mirrors 

Seattle artist and Stranger Genius 
Award finalist Amanda Manitach 
spends hours creating delicate 
graphite drawings, from which white 
capital letters call out at you against a 
smoky, sketched Victorian wallpaper 
background. “YOU ARE A MOTHER-
FUCKING STAR,” “XANAX HELPS,” 
and “CALM THE FUCK DOWN” are 
a few of the phrases you’ll find in 
Manitach’s work. For this show, the 
artist will be debuting new work in the 
same vein, but on mirrors. JK (Through 
Sat Oct 5) 

Art

Raven Skyriver and Preston 
Singletary
OCTOBER 3–27

A collaborative show featuring the work of two Tlingit glass artists with very 
different points of view. (Stonington Gallery)

ROZARII PHOTOGRAPHY / COURTESY OF STONINGTON GALLERY
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 Tracy Rocca: The Rockies In 
her fifth solo exhibition at this gallery, 
Rocca shows airy abstracts based on 
family photographs from the Rocky 
Mountains. (Through Wed Oct 30)

Women Painters of  
Washington
The Language of Blue Discover 
art in every shade of blue by women 
artists. (Through Thurs Sept 26)

Small Works The long-established 
women-focused show space sports 
artwork that measures less than 24 
inches “in any direction.” (Oct 1–Jan 3)

ART EVENTS

Bloedel Hall
Seattle Weavers Guild Show and 
Sale Weaving, in its many forms, goes 
on full display as the Seattle Weavers 
Guild spreads its creations out before 
us. Admire and buy “hats, rugs, 
tapestries, shawls, baskets, jewelry, 
scarves, home décor, and towels,” and 
watch demos of spinning and weaving. 
(Oct 24–26)

Burke Museum
New Burke Grand Opening Fete 
the opening of the University of 
Washington’s improved and greatly 
expanded Burke Museum of culture, 
anthropology, and natural history. 
(Oct 12–14)

Cal Anderson Park
 AMPlify Memories: Temporary 

Installations Horatio Hung-Yan Law’s 
AIDS memorial will remind Capitol Hill 
denizens of the queer community’s 
past tragedies. Before its completion, 
the AMPlify Memories series will 
provide a space for important local 
artists—David Rue (who will present 
choreography every third Friday), 
Gabriel Stromberg, Pete Rush, and 
Timothy White Eagle—to eulogize 
those lost to the disease through 
dance, visual art, and music. (Through 
Fri Nov 15)

Eden Seattle
Art Battle Seattle Local painters 
will compete to snag the prize at this 
20-minute-long competition. The 
paintings will be available afterward 
for a silent auction. (Thurs Sept 26)

Edmonds
Edmonds Art Studio Tour Meander 
through Edmonds and discover the 
work of 36 local artists on this free 
tour of private studios. (Sept 21–22)

Everywhere
Museum Day Get cultured for free 
at one of the museums participating 
in Smithsonian’s Museum Day. All 
you need to do is download the ticket 
from the Smithsonian’s website, grab 
a companion, and show your pass 
at the Museum of Pop Culture, the 
MOHAI, the Wing Luke, the Bellevue 
Arts Museum, the National Nordic 
Museum, the Museum of Flight, or 
other institutions out of town. Choose 
carefully, though, because you only 
get one. (Sat Sept 21)

Gage Academy of Art
 Drawing Jam This isn't one 

naked person trying not to breathe 
too hard in front of a handful of art 
nerds. No, this is a whole crowd of 
art nerds with an entire building full 
of models, naked, clothed, in drag, 
holding instruments, and/or wearing 
funky costumes. Your ticket includes 
art supplies and access to many 
instructor demonstrations. If you get 
hungry, grab something from Off the 
Rez food truck. There will also be a 
holiday market to shop from if you get 
hand cramps. (Sat Dec 7)

Henry Art Gallery
Property of Visibility: An Artist-led 
Discussion with Takahiro Yama-
moto Using Carrie Yamaoka’s exhi-
bition recto/verso as a springboard, 
this Portland-based choreographer 
and artist will read his own work and 

expound on performance, visibility, and 
the body within the gallery. (Sat Oct 5)

Inscape
 Open House The former US 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
building was turned into artist studios. 
Now is your chance to peek inside 
Inscape and see what these 30+ 
artists working in “installation, painting, 
clothing design, jewelry, photography, 
ceramics” and more have been doing 
all this time, on all five floors. Be 
sure to stop in on Maggie Argiro and 
Sanwal Deen, the artists-in-residence. 
(Sat Oct 5)

Magnuson Park Hangar 30
Best of the Northwest Art & Fine 
Craft Show See and shop work by 
over 100 local artists and artisans at 
the 31st edition of this annual market, 
which will also have food trucks. 
(Nov 8–10)

Maple Hall (La Conner)
Art’s Alive! Celebrate the legacy of 
the historic Mystic Painters and North-
west School at this invitational art 
show featuring work by contemporary 
painters. Check out other venues in 
town—the Museum of Northwest Art, 
the Pacific Northwest Quilt & Fiber 
Arts Museum, and the Skagit County 
Historical Museum—during the show 
for more Art’s Alive! activities. 
(Nov 8–11)

Moore Theatre
Scribble Showdown Five YouTube 
animators compete in a contest of 
improvised animation by playing 
drawing games. Root for Odds1Out, 
JaidenAnimations, Rubber Ninja, or 
Domics as Egoraptor shepherds them 
through various challenges. (Tues 
Oct 8)

Museum of History & 
Industry (MOHAI)

 BIG MOOD: A Night of Fat 
Fashion Clothing shop owner Adria 
Garcia and The Stranger’s own Kim 
Selling of Indian Summer and More 
Fats More Femmes will honor the 
fat body and fat fashion with a style 
show, performances, a pop-up market, 
and talks. (Wed Sept 25)

North Seattle
Arts North! Studio Tour Hike around 
among 10 studios and meet 27 
artists while admiring art and enjoying 
snacks at venues like Modern Glaze, 
Little Dog Studio, Arthouse Mosaic 
Studio, and more. (Oct 12–13)

Photographic Center 
Northwest
Barbara Bosworth At this talk, get 
firsthand insight into the art of Barbara 
Bosworth, whose photography steals 
glimpses of humans in the natural 
world. A professor at Massachusetts 
College of Art and Design, her photos 
have been exhibited at the Denver Art 
Museum, the Smithsonian American 
Art Museum, and other prestigious 
venues. (Fri Sept 20)

Amir Zaki Southern California-based 
photographer Zaki has had more than 
30 solo exhibitions, including at Seat-
tle’s own James Harris Gallery, and 
has been included in group shows 
at museums like the Whitney in New 
York, the Orange County Museum of 
Art, and more. Learn more about his 
work at this talk. (Fri Nov 1)

Pratt Fine Arts Center
 Fused: A Festival of Glass As 

part of the Refract glass festival, cele-
brate one of the coolest art centers in 
the city with music by the renowned 
Tlingit glass artist Preston Singletary’s 
band, Khu.éex’ (Dave Segal calls 
them “a unique fusion of robust funk, 
fiery, Pharoah-esque jazz, and Tlingit 
vocalizing and storytelling”), a live 
bronze pour, demos by local talents 
Dan Friday and Etsuko Ichikawa, plus 
food, drinks, and a DJ. (Fri Oct 18)

Seattle Art Museum
Asia Talks: The Brush and the 
Sword Thomas Conlan of Princeton 
University will speak at SAM’s 
Asia Talks series. He’ll reveal what 
the samurai were really like in the 
Japanese Civil Wars period, beyond 
the stereotypes held in the West. 
(Thurs Oct 3)

Saturday University Lecture Series 
Visiting academics will deliver talks 
on topics in Asian art, archaeology, 
history, and culture: UC Berkeley’s 
Sanjyot Mehendale with "The Begram 
Hoard of Afghanistan" (Oct 12), 
Northwestern University’s Jun Hu 
with "Picturing the Buddha’s Last 
Moment" (Oct 19), Northern Arizona 
University’s Derek Heng with "Goods, 
Ships, and Cultural Diversity" (Oct 26), 
New York University’s Hsueh-Man 
Shen with "Authentic Reproductions 
in Buddhist Art" (Nov 2), and Northern 
Arizona University’s Zsuzsanna 
Gulasci with "Zoroastrian and Mani-
chean Arts" (Dec 7). (Oct 12–Nov 2 
& Sat Dec 7)

Seattle Design Center
Art Under $100 Find affordable gifts 
from over 100 “crackerjack artists” 
offering paintings, glass, fabric art, 
ceramics, jewelry, and more priced 
under one Benjamin. (Sat Nov 30)

Town Hall
 TUF Art Collective Takeover 

The Seattle art and electronic music 
collective TUF will provide a platform 
for Seattle artists and performers 
who are marginalized on account of 
their race or gender. Through visual 
work and performances, they’ll pose 
questions like “How do we build the 
spaces that we want to live in? Why 
is space needed in a city for art? How 
do we hold space for each other?” 
(Sat Sept 21)

Various locations
Seattle Metals Guild Symposium 
The 24th Jewelry & Metals Annual 
Symposium offers the opportunity 
to learn all about the craft through 
talks, tours, workshops, and more. 
Most events this year take place at 
Broadway Performance Hall, with 
visits to other sites like the Nucor 
Steel Mill, the Bellevue Arts Museum, 
KOBO Gallery, and Pratt Fine Arts. 
(Oct 11–13)

Seattle Sampling Artists’ Studio 
Tour Pick up gifts for your loved 
ones from local artists in their own 
studios during this self-guided tour. 
(Dec 6–8)

ART WALKS

Art Up PhinneyWood
Second Fridays

Ballard Art Walk
Second Saturdays

Ballard Night Out
Third Thursdays

Belltown Art Walk
Second Fridays

Capitol Hill Art Walk
Second Thursdays

Fremont First Friday
First Fridays

Georgetown Art Attack
Second Saturdays

Pioneer Square Art Walk
First Thursdays

U-District Art Walk
Third Fridays

West Seattle Art Walk
Second Thursdays
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THEATER

Sept 11–Oct 6
 Everything Is Illuminated Jona-

than Safran Foer’s semi-autobiograph-
ical first novel, Everything Is Illuminated, 
about a man (also named Jonathan 
Safran Foer) who travels to Ukraine 
to try to track down the details of his 
Jewish ancestry, is one of the most bril-
liant and celebrated novels of the last 
20 years. Much of it is narrated by a 
translator who shows Jonathan around 
and gets many English words wrong, 
hilariously. The language of the book 
is key, and Book-It adaptations always 
emphasize the language of the original 
text in a way that other dramatic treat-
ments (and the movie) don’t. CF (Book-It 
Repertory Theatre, $26–$50)

Sept 18–Oct 26
Necessary Sacrifices Richard 
Hellesen’s play dramatizes the clash 
between the abolitionist Frederick 
Douglass and President Abraham 
Lincoln as Douglass urges Lincoln to 
grant full equality to black Americans. 
(Taproot Theatre, $27–$50)

Thurs Sept 19
De Yun She This will be a Manda-
rin-language performance by masters 
of the comedic Chinese art of cross-
talk, a kind of funny dialogue. (Moore 
Theatre, 7:30 pm, $97–$648)

Sept 19–28
Funhouse V Alex Garramone, Francie 
Mylet, and Brian Toews will present an 
anthology of short theatrical pieces with 
an emphasis on experimentation and 
satire. The playwrights for this edition 
are Rachel Atkins, Marie Biondollilo, 
Rachael Carnes, Marcus Gorman, Jake 
Foerg, Levi Friedman, and Seayoung 
Yim. (Annex Theatre, $20/$25)

Science Fiction Double Feature Get 
a double dose of sci-fi with L. Nicol 
Cabe’s solo show Effing Robots: How 
I Taught the A.I. to Stop Worrying and 
Love Humans and Aaron J. Shay’s 
song cycle Apocalypse Songs: Captain 
Redacted. The first is a comedy about 
a sex-hungry nerd who tries to boost 
a chatbot to the role of AI dictator; the 
second is a folk-tinged series of tunes 
and stories featuring sea-monsters and 
megalopolises. (Copious, 7:30 pm, $15)

Sept 19–Nov 24
Violet’s Attic: A Grand Ball for 
Wicked Dolls For an immersive show 
that really looks like it’ll scare your 
button-eyes out of their sockets, 
try this dinner-theater production in 
which you, the audience, are cast 
as dolls belonging to a mean little 
girl. Cower from the “giant Jack in 
the Box” and eat doll-party treats for 
dinner. (Cafe Nordo, $99)

Sept 20–Oct 5
 We Go Mad Playwright Amy 

Escobar (Scary Mary and the Night-
mares Nine) is back with a frightening 
haunted-house play incorporating 
bunraku, shadow play, and “object 
manipulation” into a story about a 
woman investigating the estate she’s 
inherited. (18th & Union, $15–$28)

Sept 20–Oct 26
 Indecent Paula Vogel’s Tony-winning 

play is based on the true story of 
Sholem Asch’s God of Vengeance, a 
1906 Yiddish-language play about 
a pious Orthodox Jewish family man 
who also owns a brothel, and whose 
daughter falls in love with one of the sex 
workers. Vogel dramatizes the scandal 
surrounding the 26-year-old playwright, 
his cast, and his queer masterpiece. 
(Seattle Repertory Theatre, $17–$82)

Sept 21–29
Yen The Kenan Fellowship for 
Directing will co-present this play 
about two teenage brothers whose 
porn-and-video-game-filled existence is 
interrupted by a stranger who changes 
everything.  (ACT Theatre, $10)

Through Sun Sept 22
Washer/Dryer In Nandita Shenoy’s 
comedy, produced by SIS Productions 
and Pratidhwani, an Indian American 
woman and her Chinese American 
husband desperately try to keep their 
washer/dryer-endowed apartment 
despite living on an actor’s shoestring 
salary. (Theatre Off Jackson, $12–$30)

Through Mon Sept 23
 Is God Is WET kicks off their 

season with the West Coast premiere of 
this sci-fi Afro-punk revenge play about 
two sisters en route to kill their father, 
presented with support from the Hans-
berry Project and directed by Portland’s 
Lava Alapai. In 2016, playwright and 
spoken word artist Aleshea Harris won 
the biggest prize in American theater 
for the show, which debuted at the 
Soho Rep and extended its run twice. I 
can’t think of anything more WET than 
opening the 2019/2020 season with 
a gory, gutsy work about two women 
taking down a literal patriarch with the 
power of pure scorn. Sounds pretty 
cathartic in the context of this hell world. 
RS (12th Avenue Arts, $25)

Sept 26–Oct 20
 Sunset Baby A young woman and 

her estranged father, a veteran of the 
Black liberation movement, clash over 
the hurts of their past in this drama 
by Steinberg and Obie Award-winning 
Detroit playwright Dominique Moris-
seau. (ArtsWest, $42)

Sept 27–29
Thought Experiments on the Ques-
tion of Being Human In collaboration 
with the Allen Institute for Artificial 
Intelligence, local playwrights have 
produced four plays about AIs—not 
near-omnipotent and frightening, as 
they’re seen in movies like 2001: A 
Space Odyssey, but as they’re more 
likely to appear in real life down the 
road. The playwrights try to answer 
questions like “What happens when 
our daily world is full of things that 
are smart? What happens when our 
machines understand? [...] Understand 
what we want maybe even before 
we ask?” At the end of each staged 
reading, pitch your questions to a 
scientist during a Q&A. (Pacific Science 
Center, Boeing IMAX Theater, $5–$20)

Through Sun Sept 29
 People of the Book When a 

soldier returns home from war and 
writes a memoir about his experi-
ences, another friend of his—a poet—
feels pangs of resentment. And also 
suspicion. Is the memoir about the 
soldier’s heroics factually accurate? 
And there are other jealousies swirling 
around. The poet’s wife is someone 
the soldier used to have a big crush 
on, and may still have a crush on. 
Does she have feelings for him, too? 
Truth, infidelity, artistic jealousy, and 
sexual tension come together in this 
powerful and concise new play by 
Yussef El Guindi, a phenomenal writer 
and the winner of a Stranger Genius 
Award. CF (ACT Theatre, $27–$47)

Oct 5–13
Expand Upon: Homelessness Mirror 
Stage will continue its yearly tradition 
of commissioning two plays, presented 
on the same night, responding to a 
single community-selected theme, and 
using the same diverse cast. This year, 
see Untitled Play About Homelessness 
in Seattle by Holly Arsenault and Hand 

by Tré Calhoun at Taproot Theatre’s 
Isaac Studio for the first weekend 
and at Yaw Theater for the second.  
(Various locations, $1–$15)

Through Sun Oct 6
 Blood Water Paint Artemisia 

Gentileschi was a remarkable painter 
in 17th-century Italy—but today 
she’s known almost as much for her 
determination to bring her rapist to 
justice as for her artistic genius. She’s 
a perfect subject for female-focused 
Macha Theater. Blood Water Paint by 
Joy McCullough-Carranza recounts 
her career through her interactions 
with other women, including her 
models and her own daughter, as well 
as the trial for which she’s famous. 
(12th Avenue Arts, 8 pm, $10–$30)

Oct 10 & 12
Green Burial Brendan Mack (aka 
Butch Alice) began this play as a 
10-minute short with the 14/48 theater 
project not long after the 2016 election. 
It’s about two brothers returning to 
their conservative hometown after their 
father’s death, and about revisiting the 
traumatic past and healing from its 
wounds. (Copious, 7:30 pm, $15)

Oct 10–Nov 9
The Pavilion At a 20-year high school 
reunion, a rather immature man is 
determined to win back the woman he 
wronged—despite the fact that she’s 
still angry and also married. Craig 
Wright’s popular, poignant play will 
be performed by Strawberry Theatre 
Workshop. (12th Avenue Arts, $36)

Oct 10–14 & 17–19
 Overcoming Welcome an exciting 

new womxn-focused playwrighting 
festival with fresh plays by Keiko 
Green (who wrote the well-regarded 
Bunnies and Nadeshiko), Emily 
Conbere, Anuhea Brown, and others. 

Go for free on opening night! (18th & 
Union, 7:30 pm, $15–$25)

Oct 11–Nov 17
The Great Moment The Rep will 
premiere Anna Ziegler’s play about 
life and death, in which a woman 
witnesses her grandfather nearing 
death while her little son grows up. 
(Seattle Repertory Theatre)

Oct 15–Nov 10
 The Tempest Accomplished 

director Annie Lareau (Cornish 
College of the Arts’s Much Ado About 
Nothing, many Seattle Public Theater 
productions), will tackle Shake-
speare’s fantastical final work about 
an island wizard, his hot daughter, his 
nonhuman slaves, and his princely 
prisoner. (Center Theatre, $50)

Oct 17–Nov 16
 The Thanksgiving Play Lakota 

playwright Larissa FastHorse’s 
comedy addresses the cognitive 
dissonance that results when “termi-
nally ‘woke’” Americans try to square 
the colonial ideology behind Thanks-
giving with the reality of genocide 
against Native people. When teaching 
artists try to stage a Thanksgiving 
pageant, they end up wrestling with 
their white guilt. Of the play’s opening 
run at Playwrights Horizons, New York 
Times critic Jesse Green wrote: “Ms. 
FastHorse [...] is aiming for a takedown 
of American mythology — white Amer-
ican mythology, that is. The national 
narcissism, bordering on sociopathy, 
that could turn theft and genocide into 
a feel-good feast is her play’s point of 
entry.” (Seattle Public Theater)

Oct 18–Nov 9
White A frustrated white male artist 
hires an actress of color to present 
his work under her own name to 
take advantage of diversity initiatives, 
a scheme that backfires when the 

actress begins to truly embrace her 
role. James Ijames’s dark comedy 
will be staged by Theater 22. (12th 
Avenue Arts, $28/$50)

The Revolutionists Theater 22 will 
stage Lauren Gunderson’s comedy 
about four strong women in perilous 
revolutionary France: the feminist 
playwright Olympe de Gouges, the 
assassin Charlotte Corday, the pris-
oner Marie Antoinette, and the Haitian 
freedom fighter Marianne Angelle. 
See this play in rotation with White. 
(12th Avenue Arts, $28/$50)

Oct 18–Nov 17
 Dracula It’s a new take on the bloody 

and darkly sexy tale by Seattle’s own 
Steven Dietz! He promises a new spin 
on the endlessly filmed, adapted, and 
re-adapted 1897 novel by Bram Stoker, 
and it sounds like a perfect Halloween 
treat. (ACT Theatre, $27–$87)

Oct 24–Nov 3
Chalk The apocalypse has come, and 
Maggie is surviving—but when her 
daughter comes home, the two find 
themselves locked in conflict. Amy Gang 
produces and directs Walt McGough’s 
play. (18th & Union, 7:30 pm, $15–$25)

Oct 25–Nov 23
Faeriestruck “Natacha Belova-in-
spired” puppets from found and 
reused materials abound in this 
story about a young girl who “sells 
her family out to a changeling 
in exchange for an adventure in 
Faerieland.”  (Annex Theatre, 7:30 pm, 
$10–$20 sliding scale)

Oct 26–Nov 16
The Brothers Paranormal This black 
comedy by Prince Gomolvilas, staged 
here for its rolling world premiere by 
Pork Filled Productions, concerns a pair 
of Thai American brothers who see a 
market opportunity in a surge of “Asian-
looking” apparitions throughout the 
nation.  (Theatre Off Jackson, $15–$50)

Oct 26–Nov 10
A Midsummer Night’s Dream UW 
Drama students, directed by Scott 
Kaiser of the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, will take on Shakespeare’s 
essential comedy of love potions, 
fairies, misplaced affections, and an 
ass. (Jones Playhouse, $20)

Nov 8–24
 Frost/Nixon Forty-five million 

people watched the first episode 
of a five-part interview David Frost 
conducted with former president 
Richard Nixon in 1977, three years after 
Nixon left office in disgrace. It is still the 
most widely viewed political interview 
in world history. Peter Morgan’s play 
Frost/Nixon reminds us of the era 
when politics first became something 
that happens on TV. Sadly, you watch 
it knowing that Trump will never offer 
us the consolations Nixon did. Nixon 
admitted wrongdoing and apologized. 
We’ll get none of that from Trump, no 
matter what. Frost/Nixon under Trump 
thus serves as a way to measure how 
far down the dark pit our democracy 
has descended. RS (Second Story 
Repertory, $29/$30)

Nov 8–Dec 22
Shout, Sister, Shout! Rejoice in the 
music and power of the “Godmother 
of Rock ‘n’ Roll,” Rosetta Tharpe, the 
amazing singer and guitarist who 
transformed American music. (Seattle 
Repertory Theatre, $17–$80)

Nov 15–17
 Sweet William with Michael 

Pennington Michael Pennington 
will kick off the first part of Seattle 
Shakespeare’s The World’s a Stage 
series, which will be continued later in 
the year by fellow actors Lisa Wolpe 

By Chase Burns, Christopher Frizzelle, Katie Herzog, 
Jasmyne Keimig, Leilani Polk, Charles Mudede,  

Dave Segal, Rich Smith, and Joule Zelman

Carmina Burana/Agon
SEPTEMBER 27–OCTOBER 6

Pacific Northwest Ballet opens its 47th season with a Stowell/Balanchine double feature. (McCaw Hall) 

ANGELA STERLING



40    SEAT TLE ART AND PERFORMANCE 

SUNDAY NIGHT SHUGA SHAQ (OCTOBER 13, NOVEMBER 10, DECEMBER 15)

Co-Produced by Briq House Entertainment 
The only monthly ALL PEOPLE OF COLOR Burlesque Revue in Seattle. 

WASHER/DRYER BY NANDITA SHENOY (SEPTEMBER 5 – SEPTEMBER 22)

Co-Produced by SIS Productions and Pratidhwani
A Rom-Com about “Crazy Poor Asians”

RELENTLESS VII (SEPTEMBER 27 & 28)

Co-Produced by IvaFiero Productions 
A non-stop, edge-of-your-seat, high-energy, breath-stealing burlesque show 
from the most Relentless performers in Seattle and around North America! 
Headlined by Bazuka Joe from Chicago.

THE GREAT BRITISH TAKE OFF (OCTOBER 4 & 5)

Co-Produced by Sequined Flame
The Great British Take Off is a burlesque show based on the 
format of the popular reality show “The Great British Bake Off”  
with 5 contestants, 2 emcees, and the audience as the judges.

THE BROTHERS PARANORMAL BY PRINCE GOMOLVILAS 
(OCTOBER 26 – NOVEMBER 16)

Co-Produced by Pork Filled Productions
A dark, comic thriller that follows two entrepreneurial Thai American  
brothers investigating paranormal activities in the Midwest.  

DANA GOLDBERG (OCTOBER 27)

Co-Produced by Dana Goldberg
A night of stand up hilarity. 

FUSSY CLOUD PUPPET SLAM VOLUME 17 (NOVEMBER 22 &23 )

Co-Produced by Fussy Cloud Puppet Slam
A puppet cabaret by puppet loving adults, for puppet loving adults!

PARLOR HOUSE: PANIC OF 1893 (NOVEMBER 27 – NOVEMBER 30)

Co-produced by WhatNot Theatrics
Part Seattle history, part immersive play. Step inside Seattle’s most 
notorious brothel owner Madam Lou Graham’s Parlor House

 www.theatreoffjackson.org
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and Stephen Wofert. Pennington has 
spent 40 years on the stage, including 
with the Royal Shakespeare Company, 
the National Theatre, and the English 
Shakespeare Company. (He also played 
Moff Jerjerrod in Star Wars: Return of 
the Jedi.) In this one-man show, he’ll pay 
tribute to one of the greatest innovators 
of the English language by melding 
Shakespearean text with tales of the 
Bard’s life and his own experiences. 
(Taproot Theatre, $30–$35)

Nov 15–24
Indian Ink Theatre Company: Mrs. 
Krishnan’s Party The empty-nester 
owner of a convenience store 
contemplates selling her shop and 
decides to throw one last huge party 
for the Hindu festival of Onam in 
Indian Ink Theatre Company’s festive 
comedy, presented by STG. (Erickson 
Theatre Off Broadway)

Nov 21–Dec 8
Three Sisters In the words of then-
Stranger critic Brendan Kiley: “If Our 
Town gently probes at the sweetness 
and sadness of life, Chekhov’s Three 
Sisters is a cleaver of doom.” The 
titular trio pine for their former life in 
Moscow as they languish in the prov-
inces; money problems and misplaced 
affections cause things to deteriorate 
further. Faculty member Jeffrey Fracé 
will direct UW’s purposefully bare-
bones production. (Glenn Hughes 
Penthouse Theater, $20)

Nov 22–Dec 8
Dice: Pride & Prejudice Eight actors 
have memorized the entire script 
of an original adaptation of Jane 
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. At this 
performance, presented by immersive/
experimental theater company Dacha, 
an audience member will roll the dice 
and decide who will play which char-
acter. When Dacha gave Shakespeare’s 
Twelfth Night the same treatment in 
2017, former Arts Calendar Editor Julia 
Raban wrote: “Based on the premise, 
you might expect a harried and unfin-
ished production, but this show does 
not follow the rules of logic. There’s 
beautiful blocking and choreography, 

constant and clever improvisation.” (TBA 
location, pay what you can/$15/$25)

Nov 27–30
Parlor House: Panic of 1893 Enter 
an old-timey brothel in WhatNot 
Theatrics’ immersive theater show 
that recreates the economic Panic of 
1893 in the setting of Madam Lou 
Graham’s Parlor House. (Theatre Off 
Jackson, 6 pm, $30–$60)

Nov 29–Dec 24
Christmastown If your holiday 
season lacks slinky dames, growling 
gumshoes, and hard-boiled bosses, 
try Seattle playwright Wayne Rawley’s 
Christmas noir, back onstage once 
again.  (Seattle Public Theater)

Nov 29–Dec 28
 A Christmas Carol ACT Theatre’s 

production of A Christmas Carol is a 
dependable, simple pleasure, with just 
enough variation to warrant returning 
year after year. Kelly Kitchens will 
direct. (ACT Theatre, $37–$75)

Dec 5–8
 Ahamefule J. Oluo: Susan 

Following up on his well-received 
stand-up comedy show and jazz 
musical, Now I’m Fine, Ahamefule J. 
Oluo is back with a new one about his 
mother, Susan. Oluo’s Nigerian father 
left his white, Midwestern mother with 
a couple of kids to raise. Oluo investi-
gates that part of his past, and tells the 
story of his travels to Nigeria, the home 
his father left the family for. The New 
York Times praised Oluo for his “ingra-
tiatingly self-deprecating manner,” his 
facility with several storytelling modes, 
and his seemingly effortless skill as 
a conductor and musician. Expect all 
that and a little more polish in this new 
piece.  RS (On the Boards, $10–$75)

Dec 6–22
The Flight Before Xmas Maggie Lee’s 
The Flight Before Xmas (directed by 
Amy Poisson for Macha Theatreworks) 
is a sweetly comedic holiday show 
about a group of strangers in an airport 
connecting with each other as their 

flights become more and more delayed. 
(West of Lenin)

Dec 6–23
A Christmas Carol Here’s an 
Eastside option for watching Scrooge 
get his comeuppance and turn from 
an avaricious sourpuss to an old 
sweetheart, thanks to some ghosts. 
(Second Story Repertory, $29/$30)

Sat Dec 7
Theater Anonymous Presents ‘It’s A 
Wonderful Life’ Theater Anonymous’s 
yearly performance of It’s a Wonderful 
Life is slightly different from Frank 
Capra’s 1946 holiday classic. In this 
version, the cast members (who have 
never met each other) will pop up 
out of the audience and start reciting 
lines. Don’t be surprised if your best 
friend turns out to be George Bailey. 
(Cornish Playhouse at Seattle Center, 
8 pm, $25)

Second Thursdays
Midnight Mystery Theater This radio-
play-styled comedy show features 
silly genre mashups (like “Harry Potter 
meets Peyton Place”) and special 
musical guests. September’s show will 
be Missing Beefcake; October’s will 
feature a Missing Beagle; November’s 
will be the 10th annual women’s show, 
starring Detective Phyllis Marlowe. 
(Palace Theatre & Art Bar, 8 pm, $7)

Fourth Thursdays
 Seattle Playwrights Salon Witness 

the birth of new local theater every 
month at the wonderfully atmospheric 
Palace Theatre & Art Bar. Stick around 
to have a drink and meet the cast 
and author. In September, enjoy the 
two-play lineup of Courtney Macken-
zie’s Death Do Us and Eric Jenkins’s 
Live Site Incident; in October, watch 
Michael Casey’s comedy about orga-
nized crime and student debt, Lottery 
Entanglement. (Palace Theatre & Art 
Bar, 7 pm, $10 suggested donation)

CHILDREN’S 
THEATER

Sept 21–Oct 13
Elephant & Piggie’s ‘We Are in a Play!’ 
Your kids will enjoy this musical adapta-
tion of the Mo Willems’s kids’ book about 
the friendship between an elephant and 
a pig. (Second Story Repertory, $10)

Sun Sept 22
Nick Jr. Live! Move to the Music 
Kids can delight to songs by their 
favorite Nick Jr. characters. (McCaw 
Hall, 2 pm, $19–$125)

Sept 26–Oct 27
 Black Beauty As a kid, my two 

favorite pastimes were reading and 
horseback riding. Which means that 
I was a voracious consumer of all 
things related to horses, including the 
poignant classic, Black Beauty. It’s told 
from the eponymous horse’s point of 
view and is about his life—from his 
early years as a colt on an English 
farm, to his life of servitude pulling 
cabs in London, to his retirement 
in the country—and recounts all the 
highs and lows he endures, cruelty 
and loving care included. Themes of 
animal welfare, and treating people 
and animals with kindness, sympathy, 
and respect are threaded throughout, 
so it seems appropriate that the stage 
adaptation by James Still is being 
produced by Seattle Children’s Theater, 
which is renowned for its high-produc-
tion-value presentations. My guess is 
this one—which will feature large-scale 
puppetry, live music, and a multi-gen-
erational cast—will be no different. LP 
(Seattle Children’s Theatre, $20+)

Nov 2–23
Junie B. Jones is Not a Crook 
Another installment in the Junie B. 
Jones children’s series by Barbara 
Park gets a stage adaptation. Your kids 
can root for Junie as she mourns the 
loss of her new mittens and considers 
whether she should be allowed to keep 
someone else’s cool pen as a conso-
lation. Plus, there’s a love interest! 
(Second Story Repertory, $10)

Nov 21–Dec 29
Corduroy A cute little bear, a night 
watchman, and a loving little girl 
will no doubt bring adorability and 
cheer to you and your children in this 
adaptation of Don Freeman’s classic 
picture books. (Seattle Children’s 
Theatre, $20+)

Dec 8–22
Christmas Carol Junior For those 
too young and sensitive to deal with 
Christmas ghosts, this adaptation 
casts cute little elves as Present, 
Past, and Yet to Come. (Second Story 
Repertory, $10)

MUSICAL 
THEATER

Sept 12–Nov 17
The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee This musical by Rachel 
Sheinkin and William Finn dramatizes 
the fierce competition among middle 
schoolers vying for champion of 
the regional spelling bee. (Sept 
12–Oct 20: Village Theatre Issaquah, 
$50–$80; Oct 25–Nov 17: Everett 
Performing Arts Center, $50‚Äì$75)

Through Sun Sept 22
 Indy Jones and the Raiders of 

the Lost Temple of the Doomed 
Ark Sketch writers from the Habit plus 
collaborators Jeff Schell and Ryan 
Dobosh take aim at all three Indiana 
Jones movies in this musical parody, 
smashing the second and third into 
a silly, song-filled version of the first. 
The producers say, “Indy Jones dutifully 
denies that the Crystal Skull ever even 
happened.” The show is directed by 
Mark Siano, who had a big hit with 
local theater production Bohemia last 
year. (Seattle Public Theater, $26/$32)

Sept 27–Oct 20
Assassins In Assassins, the Stephen 
Sondheim musical, everyone from 
John Wilkes Booth to John Hinckley 
Jr. gets a chance to explain them-
selves: Some are driven by insanity, 
some by politics, some by a desire 
to be remembered. Their motives 
and circumstances vary, but their 
common bond is that they all grasped 
for power by taking shots at some of 
the most powerful men on earth. The 
cast members of Assassins face the 
exhausting task of identifying with 
killers and trying to convince the audi-
ence to take their side. MATT BAUME 
(Second Story Repertory, $29/$30)

Sept 29, Oct 3–10, Nov 10
 Bon Appétit! The Julia Child Oper-

etta Strolling through the Smithsonian 
Museum one afternoon, I stumbled 
upon a full replica of Julia Child’s 
kitchen. I walked in because I had 
recently finished watching some classic 
episodes of The French Chef, including 
her infamous lobster show. “You have 
to cut him right here,” Child says as she 
sticks her knife into the lobster’s neck, 
“where all of his brains and hearts and 
feelings are.” Genius. Anyway, in the 
Smithsonian exhibit, I saw a picture of 
Child bent over a counter in a small 
French kitchen. On the placard next 
to the photo was a quote from the 
famously tall chef: “When I get my own 
kitchen, I’m going to build the counters 
up to my waist. I’m through with this 
French pygmy bullshit!” If you haven’t 
figured it out yet, Child is one of the 
greatest and funniest people ever to 
wield an eight-inch knife. In this light 
opera, a shade of the chef will crack you 
up while also making you a giant cake, 
which I am told will be made with Theo 
Chocolate. The slice of cake is included 
in the ticket price. RS (Rendezvous, 8 
pm, $28)

Oct 4–27
 Austen’s Pride: A New Musical of 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ This brand-new 
musical by Lindsay Warren Baker and 
Amanda Jacobs brings us into the life 
and mind of Jane Austen as she writes 
Pride and Prejudice. Look forward to 
a singing Mr. Darcy, Elizabeth Bennet, 
and other beloved characters. (The 5th 
Avenue Theatre, $159–$29)

Mon Oct 7
The Simon & Garfunkel Story Relive 
the history of artsy folk-rockers Paul 
Simon and Art Garfunkel in this musical. 
(Moore Theatre, 7:30 pm, $28–$87)

Oct 18–19
Evil Dead the Musical Last Chance 
Productions presents this R-rated, 
comedic live stage show that’s based 
on cult classic horror films. There’s 
even a “splash zone,” where getting 
bloody is likely. (Renton Civic Theater, 
7:30 pm, $19/$29)

Oct 18–Nov 3
In the Heights Chase Burns has 
written: “Every decade, a musical 
comes around that reminds the 
general public that musicals can 
be popular, cool, and mainstream. 
The ‘10s had Hamilton. But before 
Lin-Manuel Miranda became a house-
hold name for creating Hamilton, 
he was snatching up trophies and 
accolades for his other hugely popular 
musical, In the Heights.” See youth 
actors take up the tunes. (Everett 
Performing Arts Center, $15–$20)

Sun Oct 27
 Todrick: Haus Party Tour The 

dreamy young choreographer, singer, 
dancer, actor, and RuPaul’s Drag Race 
guest judge Todrick Hall is swinging 
back through town with an all-new 
production of singing and dancing. 
As you know if you’ve seen the 
documentary about his life, Behind the 
Curtain, Hall grew up in Texas and had 
the good fortune to have a mother who 
drove him an hour and a half each way 
to dance classes. As an adult, he got to 
star in Kinky Boots on Broadway. And 
did I mention he’s pals with RuPaul? CF 
(Moore Theatre, 7:30 pm, $35–$151)

Oct 29–Nov 3
Miss Saigon A very young Viet-
namese woman and an American GI 
have a romantic (and ultimately tragic) 
encounter in this musical theater 
take on Madama Butterfly, written 
by Claude-Michel Schönberg and 
Alain Boublil, the team behind Les 
Misérables. (Paramount Theatre, $30+)

Nov 7–Dec 29
Guys and Dolls Enter the Runyon-
esque world of two-bit gamblers, 
nightclub dancers, and missionaries in 
Old New York at the Village Theater’s 
production of Abe Burrows and Frank 
Loesser’s musical. (Village Theatre)

Nov 21–Dec 29
Head Over Heels Tunes by the 
Go-Go’s pepper this musical loosely 
based on a 16th-century narrative 
poem by Sir Philip Sidney. A royal 
family learns of a fateful prophecy 
that may disrupt “the Beat” that 
supplies the rhythm to their kingdom. 
Jeff Whitty (Avenue Q, Bring It On: 
The Musical, the screenplay for Can 
You Ever Forgive Me?) wrote the book 
and lyrics. (ArtsWest, $42)

Sat Nov 23
A Charlie Brown Christmas Live 
On Stage Enjoy a live version of the 
Emmy-winning Christmas special, 
including a sing-along at the end. 
(Moore Theatre, 1 pm, 4 pm, 7 pm, 
$27–$47)

Nov 26–Dec 29
 Mrs. Doubtfire Shrek the Musical 

is being replaced by a musical 
theater adaptation of the 1993 Robin 
Williams vehicle about a divorced 
father who disguises himself as a 
frumpy British nanny to get close to 
his children. (The 5th Avenue Theatre, 
$29–$169)

Nov 29–Dec 29
Howl’s Moving Castle Rich Smith 
wrote of this play’s 2017 run at 
Book-It, who’s bringing it back this fall: 
“I liked everything about the idea of 
Howl’s Moving Castle. Sara Porkalob is 
the star. She’s a quadruple threat who 
can carry a show on her own. Hayao 
Miyazaki transformed Diana Wynne 
Jones’s 1986 novel into a beloved and 
mesmerizing anime with a celebrated 
soundtrack, and there’s no reason why 
director/adapter/Book-It co-founder 
Myra Platt and composer/lyricist/
actor/musician Justin Huertas couldn’t 
turn the same source material into a 
magical musical. Huertas’s humor and 
Platt’s experience boded well, and 
there seemed to be plenty of opportu-
nity to buck the conventions of generic 
musical theater and run with some-
thing a little wilder. But, though the 
performances were generally fantastic, 
this production couldn’t overcome the 
big problem presented by the story 
of Howl’s Moving Castle. It’s boring.” 
(Center Theatre, $26–$50)

Nov 29–Dec 29
 A Very Die Hard Christmas 

Marxiano Productions will restage last 
year’s hit holiday musical from a script 
by the top-notch sketch comedy outfit 
the Habit (plus Jeff Schell), which 
peppers the rip-roaring action with 
songs, jokes, and more. (Seattle Public 
Theater, 7 pm, $26–$36)

DANCE

Sept 16–22
The Fall Kick-off 2019 Dance season 
is here, folks. During kick-off week, 
Velocity will conduct workshops for 
those in the dance community and 
throw a Friday night party for all with 
10 pop-up performances. Other events 
will include an “all-arts mixer” and a 
screening of dance films in conjunction 
with Local Sightings Film Festival. 
(Velocity Dance Center, free–$30)

Sept 18–21
 Choreographic Shindig IV Whim 

W’Him kicks off their fall season the 
way they have for the last four years: 

Performance

People of the Book
THROUGH SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

Truth, infidelity, artistic jealousy, and sexual tension come together in Yussef 
El Guindi’s powerful new play. (ACT Theatre) 

COURTESY OF ACT THEATRE
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with a sort of opposite day where 
dancers choose the choreographer 
with whom they want to work.  RS 
(Erickson Theatre Off Broadway, 8 
pm, $35)

Sept 19–22
 Ligia Lewis: Water Will (in 

Melody) Witness the final act of a 
triptych from Ligia Lewis, a Dominican 
American choreographer based 
in Germany who, earlier this year, 
impressed the hell out of Seattle with 
the first two parts of that triptych, 
Sorrow Swag and minor matter. A 
reviewer for Bachtrack called Water 
Will (in Melody) “a gory fairy tale on 
human behaviours gone wild,” and 
that’s what all the press videos look 
like. Dancers, covered in black or 
clear vinyl, strewn across the floor 
like broken puppets and talking like 
records played backwards, all while 
lighting tricks make them disappear 
and reappear. This is about as goth as 
contemporary dance gets. RS (On the 
Boards, $10–$75)

Sept 20–21
 Randy Ford: Queen Street In a 

review of the best performances of 
2018, Rich Smith singled out Randy 
Ford of the dance group Au Collective 
for high praise: “I have said it before 
and I will say it again: to those who 
make decisions about grant funding, 
please give Randy Ford the money so 
she can just do her thing for a while.” 
With Central District Forum for Arts & 
Ideas, Ford is organizing a showcase 
for queer, trans, non-binary, and 
gender-nonconforming dancers and 
movement artists of color. Come for the 
celebration of intersectional creativity 
and physical prowess. (Langston 
Hughes Performing Arts Institute, 
$10/$20)

Sept 26–29
Catapult Dance: Homeland This 
premiere, Catapult’s first evening-
length work, intriguingly promises 
a mix of “modern dance, contact 
improvisation, martial arts, and 
physical theater.” (Erickson Theatre Off 
Broadway, $25)

Sept 26–29
 Cherdonna’s BIRTH-O-RAMA 

In the words of The Stranger’s digital 
editor, Chase Burns: “Cherdonna 
Shinatra is a drag performer, dancer, 
choreographer, and generally fun 
lunatic. Her drag shtick is that she’s 
a woman playing a man playing a 
woman, which used to be a radical 
idea but has now become pretty 
run-of-the-mill. Which is great! That 
said, Cherdonna is more than a woman 
playing a man playing a woman, she’s 
a performance artist dedicated to 
interrogating how the female body is 
consumed by the male gaze/gays.” In 
this show, Cherdonna and her three 
“Donna” dancers will use their wild and 
weird performance art to subvert ideas 
about aging and time. (Re-bar, $20)

Sept 27–Oct 6
 Carmina Burana/Agon PNB 

kicks off its 47th season by hanging 
a 26-foot-long, 2,500-pound golden 
wheel from the ceiling for founding 
artistic director Kent Stowell’s Carmina 
Burana, a ballet based on a 13th 
century medieval poem written by 
a bunch of saucy Catholic clerics. 
As a choir belts out one of the most 
dramatic—if not most played—pieces of 
classical music, “O Fortuna,” more than 
100 dancers do their thing beneath 
the wheel of fortune, embodying fate’s 
random mood swings. PNB pairs this 
epic dance with George Balanchine’s 
Agon, which Balanchine himself called 
“the quintessential contemporary 
ballet,” according to press materials. RS 
(McCaw Hall, $30–$190)

Oct 4–5
CDP Presents: A Preview of New 
Works Continuum Dance Project will 
present premieres of works by Amber 
Jackson, Austin Sexton, and Gabrielle 
Kazuko Nomura Gainor, and others. 
(Yaw Theater, 7:30 pm, $15/$30)

 Kate Wallich + the YC with 
Perfume Genius: The Sun Still 
Burns Here The Sun Still Burns Here 
is a new live album by Perfume Genius 
(aka Mike Hadreas) in the form of a 
Kate Wallich + the YC performance. 
It’s a perfect fusion of Wallich’s cold-
blooded rituals and Perfume Genius’s 
pathos-drenched chamber pop, and 
it’s like nothing the two artists have 
ever done before. In an interview, Alan 
Wyffels, Hadreas’s longtime partner, 
said the show is “basically a re-enact-
ment of the video for ‘I’m a Slave 4 U’ 
by Britney Spears.” He meant it as a 
joke, but it’s not too far off. The show 
includes a dance that’s essentially a 
fully clothed orgy, constant references 
to the divine and submission to a 
higher power, and the whole thing 
owes a huge debt to Janet Jackson 
circa “Rhythm Nation.” So the question 
really is, how is it NOT a re-enact-
ment of “I’m a Slave 4 U”? RS (Moore 
Theatre, 8 pm, $33–$63)

 Men in Dance Adjudicated 
Choreographer Showcase Men 
dancers at the highest levels of artistry 
will enliven modern, contemporary, 
urban, jazz, and ballet genres. The 
choreographers this year all hail from 
or have ties to Seattle—Daniel Ojeda 
of Ballet Idaho, prolific local Beth 
Terwilleger (seen at 12 Minutes Max 
and Converge Dance Festival), Elise 
Meiners Schwicht (SALT II Contem-
porary Company, Converge), Nahshon 
Marden (Sensible Theatre Company, 
the Equalux Fundraiser), and Joel 
Hathaway (performer and choreogra-
pher for the Missouri Contemporary 
Ballet company). (Velocity Dance 
Center, $20–$35)

Oct 11–12
The Works: New Works by the 
Guild Dance Company Guild 
Dance Company, founded last year 
by Alex Ung, will perform five world 
premieres (including pieces by Ung, 
Robert Moore, Karyn Tobin, and 
Jaime Waliczek) and four works that 
are new to the ensemble. The dances 
span such genres as ballet, hip-hop, 
musical theater, and “acro-modern.” 
(Velocity Dance Center, $25)

Oct 17–19
 Sankai Juku According to critics 

around the world, Sankai Juku 
represents the pinnacle of butoh, 
a modern form of Japanese dance 
emphasizing the grotesque. Choreog-
rapher Ushio Amagatsu has worked 
with the prestigious Théâtre de la 
Ville in Paris since 1982 to develop 
new dance pieces about once every 
two years. The latest of these, Meguri: 
Teeming Sea, Tranquil Land, will 
come to Seattle, bringing its “poetic 
meditation on the passage of time as 
symbolized by the circulation of water 
and the seasonal transformation 
of the earth.” (Meany Center for the 
Performing Arts, 8 pm, $61/$69)

Oct 25–27
glitch See high-tech, high-concept 
dance works by Jordan MacIn-
tosh-Hougham (with Bad! Bad! 
Bad!, a “candy-coated exploration of 
hyper-performativity and imposter 
syndrome”) and Hope Goldman 
with Andrew Moffat. (Yaw Theater, 
$15–$30)

Nov 4–6
 Savion Glover Leilani Polk has 

called Tony winner Savion Glover “the 
modern-day boundary-pushing equiv-
alent of Fred Astaire” and “a leader 
and innovator in tap dance who has 
both performance and choreographic 
chops.” Don’t miss your chance to be 
in the company of his extraordinary 
feet. (Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley, $50)

Nov 7–8
Moscow Ballet’s Great Russian 
Nutcracker A cast of touring ballet 
dancers from Moscow will take 
their 27th tour across the United 
States to perform the Great Russian 
Nutcracker, which promises puppets 
and amazing costumes. (Paramount 
Theatre, 7 pm, $29–$175)

Nov 8–17
 Locally Sourced Three local 

choreographers will present three 
brand new works for PNB, all of 
which pique my curiosity for different 
reasons. Tony-nominated choreogra-
pher Donald Byrd often uses dance to 
examine acts of violence levied against 
minorities, so it’ll be interesting to see 
how music by Emmanuel Witzthum, 
who creates these warm, morning 
light compositions, works into his 
vision. Bellevue-based choreographer 
Eva Stone, who produces the CHOP 
SHOP: Bodies of Work festival, will 
have a new piece called F O I L. She 
often challenges assumptions about 
gender in her work, and her recent 
collaboration with Au Collective at 
PNB & SAM’s Sculptured Dance ruled. 
And PNB corps member Miles Pertl 
makes his choreographic debut with 
music from Stranger Genius nominee 
Jherek Bischoff, whose soaring indie 
compositions always make me feel 
better about life. RS (McCaw Hall, 
$30–$190)

Nov 14–16
 Pilobolus: Come to Your Senses 

Pilobolus is a live pop science 
magazine that depicts science-re-
lated narratives through dance. 
For Come to Your Senses, they’ve 
collaborated with Radiolab and MIT’s 
Computer Science and Artificial 
Intelligence Lab, plus Song Exploder 
podcast host Thao Nguyen, to craft 
choreography based on the origins 
of life, humanity’s place on Earth, and 
“the beauty and strength of human 
connection.” The UW Chamber 
Singers will accompany the multi-
media performance with a live score.  
(Meany Center for the Performing Arts, 
$61/$69)

Fri Nov 15
 Global Party A performance 

celebrating the diversity of the Seattle 
community with music and dancing 
from various cultures. (Moore Theatre, 
7:30 pm)

Nov 16–17
The Hip Hop Nutcracker This 
reinterpretation of the beloved ballet 
swaps out imperial Russia for 1980s 
Brooklyn as little Maria-Clara travels 
back in time to her parents’ first 
meeting at a nightclub. It’s acted 
out by a dozen hip-hop dancers, a 
DJ, and an onstage electric violinist. 
(Paramount Theatre)

Tues Nov 19
Jon Boogz and Lil Buck (MAI): 
Love Heals All Wounds Choreog-
rapher-dancers John Boogz and Lil 
Buck will perform a piece, created 
through the Movement Art Is program, 
that responds to social crises while 
extolling diversity and empathy. If 
you’ve had your head stuck in the 
news lately and are feeling pent-up 
despair and rage, this sounds like a 
good remedy. (Moore Theatre,  
7:30 pm)

Nov 21–23
 Showing Out: Black Choreog-

raphers Part I The Central District 
Forum for Arts & Ideas’ showcase of 
contemporary black choreographers 
and dancers, highlighting themes of 
black and queer experience, returns. 
Last year’s roster boasted such nota-
bles as TAQUEET$ and Randy Ford, 
so we’re excited to see who’s up this 
year. (Location to be announced)

Nov 22–23
Casa Patas Flamenco: Raíz de 4 
Watch flamenco dance in its “purest 
styles” by Rafael Peral and Marisa 
Adame and the onstage guitar and 
percussion of Casa Patas. (Benaroya 
Hall, $31–$41)

Tues Nov 26
So You Think You Can Dance Live! 
Watch So You Think You Can Dance’s 
Top 10 finalists when they swing 
through Seattle on their national 
tour. (Moore Theatre, 7:30 pm, 
$37–$87+)

PerformanceFall 
Burlesque 
Calendar

  Saturday, September 28

Where in the World is 
Carmen Sandiego?

A globe-trotting burlesque
Doors 6:00  Show 6:30

Jewelbox Theater, Rendezvous
https://irishlashes.ticketleap.com

  Sunday, October 16

Ghastly Glamour
A Spooky & Sparkly Spooktacular

Doors 6:00  Show 6:30
Jewelbox Theater, Rendezvous

https://puckduction.ticketleap.com

  Friday, October 18

Addams Family 
(Adult) Values

An Addams Family tribute
Doors 10:00  Show 10:30

Jewelbox Theater, Rendezvous
https://irishlashes.ticketleap.com

  Saturday, October 28

Big Burlesque Game Show
Halloween Edition

Doors 6:00  Show 6:30
Jewelbox Theater, Rendezvous

https://halloweenbqgameshow.bpt.me

  Thursday, November 14

The Fresh Dish
A Fresh Face Revue

Doors 6:00  Show 6:30
Jewelbox Theater, Rendezvous

https://puckduction.ticketleap.com

  November 26-27 & 29-30

Parlor House: Panic of 1893
An Immersive Theatrical 

Experience set in Madam Lou 
Grahams Parlor House
theatreoffjackson.org/

Parlor House is produced by WhatNot 
Theatrics, co-produced by ToJ, fiscally 

sponsored by Shunpike & partially funded 
by Seattle Office of Arts & Culture
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https://irishlashes.ticketleap.com/
https://puckduction.ticketleap.com/
https://irishlashes.ticketleap.com/
https://halloweenbqgameshow.bpt.me/
https://puckduction.ticketleap.com/
http://theatreoffjackson.org/


FALL 2019    43

Nov 29–Dec 28
 George Balanchine’s ‘The 

Nutcracker’ If you haven’t seen this 
Christmas classic since you were a kid, 
give it a go this year. In 2014, Pacific 
Northwest Ballet replaced its beloved 
Maurice Sendak set with one by Ian 
Falconer, who did the Olivia the Pig 
books, and I’m glad that they did. The 
new set is gorgeous in a Wes Ander-
son-like way, and it reflects the genuine 
weirdness and beauty in the story. I mean, 
the last 45 minutes of this thing is a Katy 
Perry video starring dancing desserts 
and a glittery peacock that moves like a 
sexy broken river. Bring a pot lozenge. RS 
(McCaw Hall, $27–$189)

Dec 3–8
 STOMP Eight adults bang on 

trash cans, swish brooms, clack poles, 
and more. Prepare for a rhythm to be 
drilled permanently into your brain, 
and for household objects to no 
longer hold quite the same meaning. 
(Moore Theatre)

Dec 6–15
 The Hard Nut Brilliant ballet 

choreographer Mark Morris’s update 
of The Nutcracker, now a 28-year-old 
classic in itself, transports E.T.A. 
Hoffman’s story from 19th-century 
Germany to 1970s America. With 
production design inspired by the 
great Fantagraphics-published comics 
artist Charles Burns, this Broadway 
staging is gonna be weird, queer, and 
perhaps even John Waters-esque. 
(Paramount Theatre, $35–$90)

CABARET & 
BURLESQUE

Sept 13–14 & 27
 Devour If you like leather, kink, 

and cocktails, prepare to be swooned 
into the night by the luxe burlesque 
babes of Valtesse at this speak-
easy-style show. (Dandylion, $45)

Sept 27–28
Relentless VII This “in-your-face” 
burlesque show returns with Bazuka 
Joe from Chicago, Ray Gunn, Paris and 
Trojan Original, Iva Handfull, Seraphina 
Fiero, and host Elsa von Schmaltz. 
(Theatre Off Jackson, 8 pm, $35/$50)

Sat Sept 28
Where in the World is Carmen 
Sandiego: A Burlesque Show 
Will Pinay Grigio, Carmen Caliente, 
Scarlett O’Hairdye, The Golden Bitch, 
Annie Position, et al. be able to find 
Carmen Sandiego, or will they be 
too busy showing off their butts? 
(Rendezvous, 6:30 pm, $15–$25)

Through Sun Sept 29
 The Legend of El Dorado 

Three women on a summer trip 
turn into sexy, fishnetted robbers on 
motorcycles in the cozy cabaret’s 
latest production, featuring all-new 
choreography and a soundtrack with 
singing by Brent Amaker. (Can Can, 
7 pm, 9:30 pm, $40–$100)

Oct 2–Nov 3
Zombie Cheerleaders from 
Hell The Heavenly Spies are back 
with their annual Halloween show 
featuring scary hot dancers—plus 
“terrifying masks and pretty pasties, 
black cats and twerking booties, 
sweet transvestites and dancing 
cuties.” (Can Can, $40+)

Oct 4–5
The Great British Take-Off 
Burlesque artists will serve scrump-
tious goodies to your eyes using the 
Great British Bake-off’s format—we 
guess that means Signature, Tech-
nical Challenge, and Showstopper. 
(Theatre Off Jackson, $25–$200)

Sat Oct 5
Re-arranged: A Seattle Pro 
Musica Cabaret Singers tackle 
Broadway and cabaret repertoire that 
they wouldn’t normally get to sing, 
according to traditional casting. (Triple 
Door, 7 pm, 9:30 pm, $25–$65)

Sun Oct 6
Together Again: An Academy of 
Burlesque Reunion Show! Graduates 
of Miss Indigo Blue’s Academy of 
Burlesque will get together with their 
former instructor, Ruby Mimosa, to 
flaunt their moves. (Rendezvous, 6:30 
pm, $20–$30)

Tues Oct 8
Toshi Cappuccino’s New York 
Cabaret Show 夜のチョットス
タジオ Japanese cabaret artist 
Toshi Cappuccino will make his 
Northwest debut with this revue of 
Japanese pop hits of the ‘80s, plus 
one English-language tune. The 
performance will be in Japanese. 
(Rendezvous, 7 pm, $40/$50) 

Fri Oct 11
Morgue Anne’s Macabaret Local 
burlesque queen of evil Morgue Anne 
will host an especially sinister variety 
night featuring “spooky sideshow, 
death-defying dancing, and macabre 
music.” (Hale’s Palladium, 7 pm, 
$30–$250)

Oct 11–12
Thunder from Down Under Feast 
your eyes on the abdominal planes 
of the all-male Australian strip 
revue. (Snoqualmie Casino, 8 pm, 
$26–$40)

Wed Oct 16
The Midwink Review Mx. Pucks 
A’Plenty will host a hump day evening 
of saucy stripping. (Rendezvous, 7 pm, 
$15–$25)

Oct 18–31
 This Is Halloween It’s Tim 

Burton’s classic The Nightmare Before 
Christmas repackaged as a semi-scan-
dalous spectacle for the masses. The 
audience eats chicken skewers and 
knocks back cocktails while they watch 
Jack “the Pumpkin King” Skellington 
sing and dance, cabaret-style, while 
a ghoulish orchestra pumps out the 
show’s signature tunes. Despite the 
glitzy and consumerist exterior, the 
crew manages to smuggle a compli-
cated cabaret about the horror of fixed 
identities into the unpretentious space 
of the Triple Door. RS (Triple Door, 
$29–$49)

Sat Oct 19
Seven Deadly Sins The Sinful 
Sisters will give sexy twists to “the 
sins most hated by God”—lust, avarice, 
sloth, wrath, gluttony, pride, and 
throwing your compost in the recy-
cling. Just kidding, the last one’s envy. 
(Rendezvous, 10 pm, $25–$45)

Pilobolus: Come to Your Senses
NOVEMBER 14–16

The pop-science troupe’s new program is based on the origins of life.  
(Meany Hall) 

HIBBARD NASH PHOTOGRAPHY
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Sat Oct 26
Big Burlesque Game Show 
Halloween Edition Sexy dance gets 
competitive as two teams of ecdy-
siasts from WhatNot Theatrics, no 
doubt initially disguised as monsters 
and ghosties, play games for victory.  
(Rendezvous, 6 pm, $20–$23)

Sun Oct 27 & Oct 29–Nov 1
 La Fin: Halloween Kink Cabaret 

Expect a melding of dance, contortion, 
and aerial arts as the performers of 
burlesque revue Valtesse bring out 
their demons for a night of scary-sexy 
times. (The Ruins, $65/$100)

Oct 31–Nov 2 & Nov 21–23
 Simone Pin Productions 

Presents: Dollhouse The burlesque 
talents of women of color will be front 
and center at Simone Pin company’s 
second show at the forum, featuring 
the Dollhouse Coven (TAQUEET$!, 
Lindy Lou, Jennifer Meilani, Shay 
Simone, Annya Pin), Mama (Adra Boo), 
and their creepy-sexy secrets. (North-
west Film Forum, 8 pm, $40–$60)

Thurs Nov 7
The Lalas The Lalas of LA, seen in 
Justin Timberlake videos and at the 
Emmys, promise a sexy, interactive, 
comedic show. (Clearwater Casino, 
8 pm, $21)

Fri Nov 8
SuicideGirls: Blackheart Burlesque 
SuicideGirls Blackheart Burlesque 
promises geek-friendly burlesque perfor-
mance, with references to Star Wars, 
Rick and Morty, Stranger Things, Sailor 
Moon, and other pop culture favorites. 
(Benaroya Hall, 9 pm, $25–$110)

First Fridays
Friction This monthly Devil’s Advo-
cates burlesque/drag show sports the 
dancing and singing talents of Willy 
Nilly, Miss Boozy Cheeks, Hersera, 
Effie DuBois, and Tout d’Lou, plus 
special guests. Throw your lot in 
for prizes, and throw dollars at the 
performers! (Rendezvous, 11 pm, 15)

Fridays–Saturdays
The Midnight Show Sleeping is so 
boring when you could be spending 
the wee hours with the foxy dancers 

of Can Can. (Can Can, 11:45 pm, 
$40/$100)

Saturdays–Sundays
The Brunch Show This one-hour 
cabaret show is totally safe for kids and 
prudes. If you just want to see pretty 
people dancing and eat short stacks or 
crab beignets with the fam, this cabaret 
is for you. (Can Can, $19/$34)

Second Sundays
 The Sunday Night Shuga Shaq: 

An All People of Color Burlesque 
Revue There was a lot of talk about 
God at Shuga Shaq. Namely in the 
form of host Briq House, who can also 
be addressed as “Goddess.” Her lap 
dances, which audience members bid 
on, are said to have stirred up divine 
fits of total ecstasy in the recipient’s 
soul. “Your goodies are God,” Briq told 
the lot of us in between performances, 
with a smile that was equal parts 
mischievous and sweet. I believed her. 
Briq entered the burlesque scene at a 
time when she says many performers 
were very thin and white. Outside 
of being featured in shows by other 
performers of color like Dr. Ginger 
Snapz, a pioneer of black and brown 
burlesque in Seattle, Briq was often the 
darkest and largest person in a show. “I 
was tired of that, and I wanted a show 
that represented my folks: my trans 
folks, my larger bodied folks, my dark 
skin folks, my light skin folks, black and 
brown bodies, folks of different abili-
ties—you know, everything,” she said. 
“So I decided to make the show that I 
wanted to see, because I wasn’t about 
to wait for nobody else to do it.” JK 
(Theatre Off Jackson, 7 pm, $15–$30)

Third Sundays
Morgue Anne Presents: A Monthly 
Burlesque Show Sexy villains, 
ring-led by Morgue Anne, will take over 
the stage for devilry and ecdysiasm. 
Corrupt your innocent eyes on such 
dancers as Nip Slip Cheerio, Pique A 
Boo, Isabella L. Price, and many others. 
(Rendezvous, 6:30 pm, $20/$40)

DRAG

Wed Sept 25
 RuPaul’s Drag Race: Werq The 

World Tour 2019 Michelle Visage and 
a crew of queens, including Aquaria, 
Kameron Michaels, Asia O’Hara, Kim 
Chi, Naomi Smalls, Violet Chachki, 

and contestants from Season 11, try 
to save the universe in this all-new 
RuPaul’s Drag Race show. (Paramount 
Theatre, 8 pm, $52–$62)

Oct 3–Nov 2
 Beware the Terror of Gaylord 

Manor The world-famous Seat-
tle-based drag queen BenDeLaCreme 
has written and performed three 
acclaimed solo shows, but Beware the 
Terror of Gaylord Manor, premiered in 
2017, was the artist’s first foray into 
writing, directing, and starring in an 
original play of her own. It’s a spooky, 
campy twist on the horror flick genre, 
featuring ghosts, dancers, music, and 
special effects. The chemistry between 
BenDeLaCreme and Scott Shoemaker 
alone is worth the price of admission. 
CF (ACT Theatre, $42–$72)

Fri Oct 18
Old Witch’s Mastercreep Theater 
Scary queen Old Witch will give you 
goosebumps during what looks like 
a screening of the ‘90s video game 
horror movie Brainscan. (Palace 
Theatre & Art Bar, 8 pm)

 Thriftease: Camp My Style A wise 
twink once described Mona Real as 
“what would happen if Divine walked 
into Fremont Vintage and came out with 
the whole store.” There are few queens 
who serve thrift-shop fantasy like Mona 
Real, and Thriftease is Seattle’s chance 
to finger around her closet (and take 
home the goods). Queer go-go queens 
and dive-bar divas will model vintage 
finds, curated by Real, and the audience 
will bid on the items—everything 
beginning at an affordable $1. Winning 
bids help the models strip down to 
their panties, so prepare for butts. CB 
(Kremwerk, 8 pm, $10/$15)

Wed Nov 13
 Miss Coco Peru: Have You 

Heard? You’d be remiss if you missed 
Miss Coco Peru’s visit to Seattle. Peru, 
the drag persona of Clinton Leupp, 
is an icon of contemporary American 
drag—up there with RuPaul and Lady 
Bunny and Magnolia Crawford. She 
reminds audiences that drag doesn’t 
need death drops and high kicks and 
billions of sequins to be entertaining. 
Good drag can be a solid joke and a 
funny face, and Miss Coco Peru has 
got at least one of each. CB (SIFF 
Cinema Egyptian, 7:30 pm, $25–$75)

Wed Nov 20
 Bianca Del Rio: It’s Jester Joke 

Bianca Del Rio, whom Stranger 
contributor Matt Baume called “the 
most vicious RuPaul’s Drag Race 
winner of all time,” will wield her mean 
and hilarious sense of humor across 
the world on her latest tour. Catch 
her deluge of foul-mouthed devilry in 
Seattle. (Moore Theatre, 8 pm, $37)

Dec 5–24
 The Dina Martina Christmas 

Show If you think you know what drag 
is, if you think you know what humor is, 
if you think you know how the English 
language works, I heartily encourage 
you to throw your “knowledge” out the 
window and go see the Dina Martina 
Christmas Show. There is no one like 
Dina Martina. And there is no one like 
her die-hard, inside-joke-obsessed, 
constantly laughing crowds. Her dedi-
cated fans include Whoopi Goldberg, 
John Waters, and Kevin Costner. I’m not 
kidding. CF (ACT Theatre, $27–$47)

Dec 6–29
The Christmas Killings at Corgi 
Cliffs Butch Alice once again stars 
as Becky June Beasley-Jones in this 
drag-filled send-up of Agatha Chris-
tie-type whodunits. (Cafe Nordo)

 Jingle All the Gay! Last year, after 
seeing the new revamp of the beloved 
institution Homo for the Holidays, 
Chase Burns wrote: “Scoot on over, 
homo, because this new holiday 
cast fucking sleighs. Seriously, the 
new performers are the standouts 
in Jingle All the Gay. From their 
popular Camptacular summer show, 
Kitten N’ Lou brought in Markeith 
Wiley and Randy Ford, two breakout 
dancers/performance artists who’ve 
been having a great couple of years 
performing around Seattle. Wiley plays 
the mailman, an important figure in any 
holiday story, and he’s got to deliver 
lots of big, uh, packages. Ford plays Lil’ 
Fruitcake, a femme voguing fruitcake 
who fucks shit up in the best way 
possible. Ford and Wiley’s duets are 
highlights, as are the numbers from 
Seattle drag artist Abbey Roads, who 
brings solid musical theater chops and 
good comic timing. Also in this cast: 
New York City’s Mr. Gorgeous, serving 
his uniquely tall and hilarious boylesque 
as the Little Drummer Boy. I’d watch 
him poke his ball sack with drumsticks 
any day.” (West Hall, 7 pm, $25–$40)

Wednesdays
 Heels! In less than a year, drag 

performers Betty Wetter and Butylene 
O’Kipple have organized one of Capitol 
Hill’s best ongoing monthly drag nights. 
Set in the colorful and cozy Cha Cha 
Lounge, Heels! is Wetter and O’Kipple at 
their best: funny, comforting, eccentric. 
The two hosts perform alongside 
a rotating list of guest performers, 
including a “not so typical” go-go dancer. 
It’s very chill and fun. Don’t forget to tip! 
CB (Cha Cha Lounge, 9 pm, free)

Last Thursdays
 TUSH! Beacon Hill’s Clock-Out 

Lounge had a promising beginning. 
Co-owner Jodi Ecklund, former 
Chop Suey talent booker, launched 
the venue with a performance by 
Christeene, an Austin-based “drag 
terrorist” who ate ass out onstage—or 
had her ass eaten out? I forget? I 
was drunk? Ass was definitely eaten! 
People loved it and hoped it was a 
sign that more rowdy, uncategorizable 
drag nights would follow. TUSH!—a 
drag monthly led by Betty Wetter, 
Miss Texas 1988, Angel Baby Kill Kill 
Kill, and Beau Degas—is that sort of 
night. It’s another reminder that the 
best drag in town doesn’t just happen 
on Capitol Hill anymore. CB (Clock-Out 
Lounge, 8:30 pm, $10–$12)

Third Fridays
 Sped Up More goodness is coming 

directly from the surreal and spooky 
brain of Seattle drag entertainer 
Cucci Binaca. In her new drag-driven 
monthly/dance party, hosted along 
with resident DJ Cookie Couture, four 
top-notch Seattle drag entertainers will 
be competing against each other by 

lip-syncing to classic drag songs. The 
catch: Each song will be sped up. The 
audience then judges who has the best 
lip sync, and the top two performers will 
spin a “wheel of speed” to determine 
which beloved (and accelerated) song 
they’ll perform to next. The winner gets 
a cash prize and moves on to the next 
month’s round. This is sure to be a night 
of dancing, lip-syncing, and debauchery. 
JK (Re-bar, 10 pm, $10/$13)

First Saturdays
 ArtHaus 6.0 The Kremwerk 

Complex has birthed many of Seattle’s 
strangest drag stars. Both of R Place’s 
recent So You Think You Can Drag 
winners got their start at the complex. 
But Kremwerk’s freaks have to originate 
somewhere, and they usually spawn at 
ArtHaus, the venue’s factory for devel-
oping fresh performers and hosts. Over 
the course of a “season,” which lasts 
roughly a year, drag houses compete 
in absurd monthly battles for the final 
crown. The winning house hosts the 
following season. The audience controls 
who wins and loses. HORSE CLUB NW 
is in charge of this year’s season, kicking 
it all off in September. CB (Kremwerk, 8 
pm, $9/$13)

Bacon Strip The drag company Bacon 
Strip, helmed by Sylvia O’Stayformore 
and Mizz Honey Bucket, sets a gaggle 
of mischievous queens to shocking 
shenanigans every month (usually on 
the first Saturday). Themes include “Miss 
Bacon Show” (October), “Stuff Your 
Face” (November), and the “Wrapped in 
Bacon Holigay Drag Show” (December). 
(Palace Theatre & Art Bar, 7 pm, $22)

Second Saturdays
 Rapture Oh sure, you’ve been to 

more than your share of drag shows 
with lip-synching and wigs and princess 
gloves. But where are the fringed 
monsters, the viscous fluids, and the 
couture that you initially mistake for a pile 
of abandoned construction equipment? 
Kick-start your weekend with Rapture, 
hosted by unidentified frocking object 
Arson Nicki. Expect to see the avantest 
of the avant-garde creatures, peculiar 
performances, and a runway that may 
double as a portal to the Negaverse. You 
will be unable to forget any of what you 
see—or to make anyone believe that it 
happened. MATT BAUME (Timbre Room, 
10 pm, $10–$12)

 BeautyBoiz Revival Join 
BeautyBoiz for a queer dance party 
every second Saturday of the month, 
complete with house beats from guest 
DJs like BenTraxx and Arson Nicki, 
go-go dancers, sexy shadow-box perfor-
mances, and more to keep your blood 
pumping for the rest of the weekend. 
(Kremwerk, 10 pm, $10–$20)

 Cucci’s Critter Barn Cucci’s Critter 
Barn is more likely to feature queens 
lip-synching vaporwave tracks and 
pouring paint on themselves than 
anything resembling RuPaul’s Drag Race. 
Last year at Critter Barn, a San Francisco 
artist named Jader Vision shoved a 
bottle up a papier-mâché anus they 
sewed to the lining of their body suit. It 
was very well received. Expect similar 
performances from the show’s “Featured 
EnterTainer” Miss Texas 1988, as well as 
from a changing round-up of Seattle’s 
best drag critters; people like Mona Real, 
Christian Brown, and La Saveona Hunt. 
CB (Kremwerk, 8 pm, $5–$13)

Dames of Drag Come back to this 
drag night each month for singing 
and comedy on the theme of “Drag in 
the City.” See performances by Tru St. 
James, Donnatella Howe, Kara Sutra, 
and Miss Fraya Love, plus special 
guests. (Palace Theatre & Art Bar, 7 pm, 
$10/$15)

Last Saturdays
 KINGS: A Drag King Show 

Flipping the traditional drag script, the 
Kings of Kremwerk will bring royalty 
to the stage, with a rotating monthly 
theme. (Kremwerk, 8 pm, $8–$12)

Sundays
 Mimosas Cabaret The drag diva 

titaness Mama Tits presides over weekly 
iterations of Mimosas Cabaret, featuring 
a short musical (it’s Cinderfella through 
August 11, and Hung Frankenstein from 
August 18 through November 18), 

plus songs, comedy, dance, and brunch. 
(Unicorn, 1 pm, $25)

CIRCUS & 
ACROBATICS

Sept 12–Feb 9
A Night Like This Witness acrobats 
and variety artists act out stories from 
“exotic travels to the Seven Seas” 
through dance, aerial feats, song, and 
more. Michael Cunio of Postmodern 
Jukebox will step into the role of Master 
of the House, while Christine Deaver 
will be your raconteuse. As always, your 
ticket to this Teatro ZinZanni show will 
include a multi-course dinner. (Holly-
wood Station, $99+)

Sept 19–Oct 6
Club Sandwich The Flying Karam-
azov Brothers are reviving their inter-
national hit circus show about three 
New York millionaires, their butler, and 
their quest to find the “self-juggling 
Clubs of the Pharaohs.” (Broadway 
Performance Hall, $45/$65)

Sat Sept 21
Circus Protégé Show Emerald City 
Trapeze Arts students will sail over-
head on silks and bars. (Emerald City 
Trapeze Arts, 7:30 pm, free–$20)

Sat Oct 5
Glam Rock: Flying Trapeze Shows 
Watch the School of Flight’s acrobats 
palm the trapezes to fling themselves 
through the air along to rousing 
songs. (SANCA School of Flight, 
12–6 pm, $10 suggested donation)

Nov 15–17
SASS: SANCA’s Annual Showcase 
Spectacular! Watch the nonprofit acro-
batic school SANCA’s staff, students, 
alumni, and special guests from the 
circus community perform impressive 
acrobatic routines. (Broadway Perfor-
mance Hall, $18–$30)

VARIETY

Fri Sept 20
Jeff Dunham Ventriloquist/comedian 
Jeff Dunham will bring his one-man 
cast of characters to the fair. (Wash-
ington State Fair Events Center, 7:30 
pm, $70–$90)

Fri Sept 27
The Panel Jumper Live VIII The multi-
media Panel Jumper series takes you 
deep into the art of comic books and 
graphic novels. This iteration promises 
music by Kathryn Farrell, a solo play by 
UMO Ensemble’s Lyam White, a work 
by playwright Anthea Carns, burlesque 
by Vixen Valentine, and, as always, a 
screening of a Panel Jumper video 
by Cole Hornaday and Andrew Lee 
Creech. (West of Lenin, 8 pm, $15)

Wickerman Theatre Thrill to the 
“dark pagan rituals of yore” at this 
melding of music, “fusion ritualistic 
dance,” and performance art evoking 
the sinister mystical world of the 1973 
folk horror film. (Rendezvous, 8 pm, 
$37/$57/$67)

Sat Sept 28
Circus Du Champ Miss Texas 1988 
will star as the Clown Host in this 
circus-themed variety performance 
featuring Mia Maravilla as the “Snake” 
Charmer, Vincent Milay as the Ventrilo-
quist, Willy Nilly as the Magician, Boozy 
Cheeks as the Singing Seductress, 
and SHE as the Bearded Lady. (Palace 
Theatre & Art Bar, 8 pm, $10/$15)

Experience Harry Potter Have you 
ever seen the universe of Harry Potter 
through the media of burlesque, belly 
dance, flow, drag, and burlesque? 
Now’s your chance. Feel free to wear 
a costume. (Columbia City Theater, 8 
pm, $25—$200)

Sun Sept 29
Ngo Ka-nin This Hong Kong actor 
and former DJ will bring a night 
of entertainment to Snoqualmie. 
(Snoqualmie Casino, 4 pm, $20)

Dracula
OCTOBER 18–NOVEMBER 17

A fresh take on Bram Stoker’s bloody, darkly sexy gothic horror novel about 
the vampiric Count Dracula by Seattle’s own Steven Dietz. (ACT Theatre) 

COURTESY OF ACT THEATRE

Performance
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Fri Oct 4
Something Magical With David 
Parr: Dark Magic David Parr, who’s 
appeared on Penn & Teller: Fool Us 
(where, it seems, he did fool them), 
will perform fright-inducing magic. 
(Hale’s Palladium, 8 pm, $25–$200)

Oct 18–26
Kat Robichaud’s Misfit Cabaret 
Presents Night Terrors Seattle 
The Voice finalist Kat Robichaud and 
her cohorts promise a romp through 
‘80s horror, set at a sleepover party 
that goes hideously wrong. (Hale’s 
Palladium, 8 pm, $30–$250)

Sun Oct 27
Morbid Tendencies Presents: The 
Boozy Brunch Variety Show La 
Petite Mort and Violet Tendencies 
promise a drinks-filled, seamy 
mid-morning. (Cafe Nordo, 12 pm)

Sat Nov 2
Sandra Bernhard’s ‘Quick Sand’: 
Comedy, Cabaret, and Commen-
tary Stand-up comedian Sandra 
Bernhard (whom you may know as 
Nurse Judy from Pose, or from The 
King of Comedy way back when) will 
bring her jokes and brassy cabaret 
to Mercer Island. (Stroum Jewish 
Community Center, 8 pm, $60–$90)

Fri Nov 8
Something Magical With Billy Kidd 
You may have seen Billy Kidd (not to 
be confused with the Old West outlaw 
Billy the Kid) on CBS’ The Nature of 
Things or the TV documentary Now 
You See It. She’ll bring her unique mix 
of magic, comedy, and acrobatics to 
Fremont on this world tour stop. One 
reviewer called the show “a combina-
tion of the best magic you have ever 
seen with Blue Man Group.” (Hale’s 
Palladium, 8 pm, $25–$200)

Uproar! with Jill + Faith Soloway 
5050by2020, an intersectional organi-
zation born from TimesUp, will present 
a night of anti-patriarchal “storytelling, 
community building, rabble rousing and 
good old fashioned fun” with music and 
comedy from Transparent showrunner 
and Six Feet Under producer Jill 
Soloway and their sister Faith Soloway. 
(Moore Theatre, 8 pm, $33–$63)

Sat Nov 9
Chaotic Noise Presents The No 
Talent Shit Show Chaotic Noise will 
host this night where you’re invited to 
spin the “wheel of talents” and attempt 
to do whatever you land on—juggling, 
stand-up, magic, or something else. 
(Rendezvous, 10 pm, $10)

Fri Nov 22
Path with Art: Fall Showcase At this 
one-night show, hear readings and 
enjoy musical and theatrical perfor-
mances by students of Path with 
Art, which helps people experiencing 
homelessness and addiction express 
themselves creatively. (Seattle Art 
Museum, 6 pm, free)

Nov 22–23
Fussy Cloud Puppet Slam Vol. 17 
Puppetry’s already pretty strange—it 
involves a certain amount of suspen-
sion of disbelief to invest emotions 
into a bundle of cloth on strings. 
Fussy Cloud Puppet Slam apparently 
kicks the weirdness up and rides 
it into Bizarro Land. (Theatre Off 
Jackson, 8 pm, $12–$18)

Mondays
 The Magic Hat Presented by 

Emmett Montgomery and Friends 
Five “brilliant humans(?),” ranging from 
seasoned stand-up comics to sketch 
performers to audience members, are 
selected (presumably out of the Magic 
Hat) throughout the show to perform 
weekly at this comedy variety show, 
otherwise described as a “friendship 
machine that will make the world a 
better place.” (Rendezvous, 7 pm, $5)

Second Wednesdays
 FukdtuP Variety Show I went to 

FukdtuP’s soft opening in July and I 

can confirm that the show is, indeed, 
fucked up. Not in a horrifically offensive 
way at all, but I saw some performances 
that were equal parts terrifying and 
enthralling. There was creepy children’s 
music, a performer stapling tips to their 
body, and a very real boa constrictor. 
To describe it any more would be 
to ruin the fun: You just have to go. 
Hosted by the charismatic Seattle drag 
entertainers Miss Texas 1988 and 
Strawberry Shartcake, this cabaret-style 
variety show pushes the envelope of 
propriety and acceptability—and thank 
God for that. It’s the perfect mid-week 
excuse to have a beer (or three). Be 
sure to leave your phone in your pocket. 
The hosts want you to be as “in the 
moment” as possible—and trust me, 
that’s a good place to be. JK (Lo-Fi, 9 
pm, $15)

Second Thursdays
 Spin the Bottle This is Seattle’s 

longest-running cabaret and has seen 
just about everything—dance, theater, 
comedy, paper airplanes, tears, stunts, 
music, romance—from just about 
everyone. Check out art in the lobby 
before the show during Capitol Hill Art 
Walk. (Annex Theatre, 8 pm, $10/$15)

First Sundays
 Weird and Awesome with 

Emmett Montgomery On the first 
Sunday of each month, comedy, 
variety, and “a parade of wonder and 
awkward sharing” are hosted by the 
self-proclaimed “mustache wizard” 
Emmett Montgomery. (Annex Theatre, 
7 pm, $10–$15)

PODCASTS & 
RADIO

Thurs Sept 19
 Risk! Hosted by The State alum 

Kevin Allison, Risk! is a podcast and live 
storytelling event where, according to 
the tagline, people tell “true stories they 
never thought they’d dare to share.” 
And, oh, the stories. A memorable 
episode featured a woman who found 
a fellow kinkster online and shared 
her elaborate fantasies of serving as 
a cum dumpster on a cruise ship (her 
words, not mine), only to discover later 
(after many explicit chats) that her 
fantasy partner was actually her… 
father. The apple, as they say, fell quite 
close to the tree. You can hear stories 
just as touching as this at Risk! live. KH 
(Fremont Abbey, 8 pm, $25–$30)

Sept 23–24
 Criminal Criminal isn’t your typical 

true crime podcast. It doesn’t litigate 
crimes or anoint heroes or villains. 
There’s no blood or gore or salacious 
detail. Instead, the show embraces 
nuance, with some stories about 
mayhem and murder, but just as many 
about regular people doing criminal 
things and what happens before and 
after. The makers, Phoebe Judge and 
Lauren Spohrer (who, full disclosure, 
I’m friends with), spent years working 
in public radio before branching out 
on their own, and it shows. Criminal is 
air-tight, well-mixed, and a delight to 
both listen to and think about later. KH 
(Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, $29)

Tues Sept 24
Live Podcast: Hot Takes with Hot 
Dykes Real-life couple Clara Pluton 
and Val Nigro will perform a live 
sketch version of their lez-focused 
podcast. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $10)

Fri Sept 27
NoSleep Live If you love scary 
stories but (understandably) want to 
stay off Reddit forums, check out this 
live version of the NoSleep podcast, 
which originated online as a treasure 
trove of spooky stories. (Fremont 
Abbey, 9:30 pm, $25/$30)

Sun Sept 29
Pod Tours America Pod Save 
America (made up of former Obama 
White House staffers Jon Favreau, 
Jon Lovett, Dan Pfeiffer, and Tommy 
Vietor) will go live to address today’s 
most pressing political and media 
issues, including “the nightmare that 

is the Trump presidency.” (Paramount 
Theatre, 8 pm, $40–$100)

Fri Nov 8
Crime Junkie Podcast Live Can’t 
get enough of chatty true-crime 
shows? Join these morbid podcasters 
live. (Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, $35)

Fri Dec 6
U Up? Live Jordana Abraham and 
Jared Freid will talk dating misadven-
tures, promising to “give dating app 
makeovers, interpret your confusing 
text messages, and delve into 
some awkward sexual encounters.” 
(Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, $34/$88)

PERFORMANCE 
ART

Oct 10–13
 Autumn Knight: M_ _ _ ER 

Depending on which letters you place 
in the blank spaces, M_ _ _ ER could 
spell mother, matter, or murder. All of 
those things are possible in this new 
work from Knight, an interdisciplinary 
artist who likes to play around with 
improv, visual art, and fucking with the 
audience. If the show is anything like 
Sanity TV, and it sounds a little Sanity 
TV, Knight will play a variously cheeky 
and antagonistic talk show host who 
makes certain audience members 
feel uncomfortable a lot, which can 
be fun, especially if you’re not the one 
in the hot seat. RS (On the Boards, 
$10–$75)

Fri Oct 25
Burl’s Tears of Joy Ambient Music 
Crying Party The alter ego of Brett 
Hamil, a baby-obsessed “parenting 
lifestyle coach” and carpenter named 
Burl Dirkman, will have plenty to say in 
his first full-length show featuring special 
guests, ambient music, and flowing tears.  
(Northwest Film Forum, 8 pm, $16)

First & Third Mondays
 SH*T GOLD Velocity invites artists 

from all media and genres to contribute 
up to five minutes of risky material to 
this very supportive open mic night. 
(Velocity Dance Center, 10 pm, free)

Last Fridays
 La Petite Mort’s Anthology of 

Erotic Esoterica See “the darker 
side of performance art” at this eerie, 
secretive variety show with circus arts, 
burlesque, music, and more. Feel free to 
wear a mask if you’d rather not be seen. 
(Palace Theatre & Art Bar, 8 pm, $28)

SPECIAL 
EVENTS

Wed Sept 18
Mini Ladd & BigJigglyPanda: 
Demonetized Tour Northern Irish 
gamer and vlogger Mini Ladd will 
appear live with fellow YouTuber 
BigJigglyPanda to tell jokes and 
stories and maybe play some games. 
(Neptune Theatre, 8 pm, $24–$99)

Fri Sept 20
 Ascend Ascend: A Poetic 

Performance Janaka Stucky, the 
founding editor of indie publisher 
Black Ocean Press, wrote a poetry 
collection while fasting, doing rites, 
and going into trances. It’s called 
Ascend Ascend. In this performance 
of the poems, which are “rooted in the 
Jewish mystical tradition of Hekhalot 
literature,” Stucky will be accompanied 
by Lori Goldston, a renowned cellist 
and past collaborator of Nirvana, 
among others. (All Pilgrims Church, 
7:30 pm, $19–$55)

Mon Oct 28
The Gregory Awards Watch the 
year’s best theater artists, venues, and 
others receive their just desserts at the 
11th edition of Theatre Puget Sound’s 
ceremony, hosted by performers 
Alexandria J. Henderson and Jimmy 
Shields. (McCaw Hall, 7:30 pm)

Performance

Dec - 2019 - Jan - 2020
All goes awry when Jamie is abducted by aliens 
on New Years Eve.... don’t miss the best NYE 

party on earth!
For more information and ticket reservations, 

visit intergalacticas.com

http://intergalacticas.com/
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COMEDY

Fri Sept 20
EnParejaDos con Adrián Uribe y 
Consuelo Duval In this Spanish-lan-
guage show, comedians Consuelo 
Duval and Adrián Uribe take on 
relationships and their hitches. (Moore 
Theatre, 8 pm, $45–$125)

Thurs Sept 26
 Randy Rainbow Live! YouTube 

phenom Randy Rainbow is the master 
of the catty sick burn—which comes 
off especially blistering when his wit’s 
aimed at the flaming hypocrites in the 
Trump administration. Rainbow’s MO 
is to simulate interviews with major 
political figures, cleverly twisting their 
sincere responses into fodder for his 
own nasty retorts, while weaving in 
pertinent footage from news outlets 
and breaking into hilarious, parodistic 
song. Rainbow is punching up—way 
up—and his deserving targets are left 
looking even lousier than they already 
are, which is a major feat. DS (Para-
mount Theatre, 7:30 pm, $31–$81)

Wed Oct 23
 John Leguizamo: Latin History 

for Morons Colombian-born, Tony- 
and Emmy-winning American actor 
Leguizamo is recognizable for his 
effortless contributions to supporting 
roles in crime dramas, superhero 
movies, family dramas, and more—he 
often plays a heavy, but he’s also 
beloved for his Chi-Chi Rodriguez in To 
Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything! Julie 
Newmar. But onstage, he’ll be using 
his comedic and dramatic talents to a 
different end: exposing the shameful 
neglect of Latin history in schools. 
Based on his experience trying to “find 
a Latin hero for his son’s school history 
project,” he bounces from the Aztec 
empire to the Revolutionary War. This 
show has been a hit on Broadway and 
at other prestigious theaters; don’t 
miss it when it comes here. (Moore 
Theatre, 7:30 pm, $35–$225)

Thurs Dec 5
 A John Waters Christmas: 

Filthier and Merrier Legendary cult 
director/noted Baltimore resident/
mustache-haver John Waters will 
regale Seattle once again with filthy 
Christmas jokes, monologic shenan-
igans, and gripes about annoying 
holiday traditions. (Neptune Theatre, 8 
pm, $35/$45/$115)

Third Sundays
 Match Game Contestants will try 

to guess local celebrities’ answers 
to silly questions during this beloved, 
long-running, ribald series run by 
Richard Rugburn and Miss Moist 
Towelette. (Re-bar, 7 pm, $12)

STAND-UP

Wed Sept 18
Joe Mande: King of Content Tour 
Parody cult leader, actor, and come-
dian Joe Mande, who’s come a long 
way since his Look at This Fucking 
Hipster blog, will presumably pick up 
some more followers at this Seattle 
appearance. (Vera Project, 9 pm, 
$16/$18)

Sept 19–22
Mo Mandel with Rodger Lizaola 
Producer and actor Mo Mandel 
(Modern Family, 2 Broke Girls, 
Comedy Knockout, Chelsea Lately) 
will show off his stand-up chops, with 
LA comedian Rodger Lizaola opening. 
(Comedy Underground)

Fri Sept 20
Brian Posehn This prolific screen-
writer, actor, and comedian has a long 
resume: He’s written for Mr. Show, 
The Sarah Silverman Program, and 
Metalocalypse, appeared in The Big 
Bang Theory, You’re the Worst, Guys 
With Kids, and Anger Management, 
and released Netflix specials like 
25x2 and Criminally Posehn. (Neptune 
Theatre, 8 pm, $24)

Claudia Oshry: The Dirty Jeans 
Tour Instagram star Claudia Oshry 

(aka @girlwithnojob) has apparently 
made a career on social media. Lucky 
her. See her tell jokes in the flesh. 
(Benaroya Hall, 8 pm, $30)

Sept 20–21
 Jordan Rock Calling himself “the 

Solange of my family,” Jordan Rock 
knows he’ll never be as wealthy or as 
renowned as brother Chris (or maybe 
even Tony). But he’s working hard to 
overcome the innate disadvantage 
of always having his older siblings’ 
accomplishments overshadow his. 
Some of the subjects Jordan tackles 
include female versus male Siri, 
awful Tinder dates, the twisted ways 
social media influences our minds 
(“Every time I meet somebody not 
on Facebook, it’s creepy as shit.”), 
the n-word (“I’m addicted to it, like a 
cigarette; I need to say it when I wake 
up.”). He has Judd Apatow’s imprimatur, 
acting in the famed director’s Netflix 
series Love. If that doesn’t inspire you 
to investigate the youngest Rock, I 
don’t know what to tell you. DS (Laughs 
Comedy Club, 8 pm, 10 pm, $15/$20)

Sat Sept 21
 Eric Andre: Legalize Everything 

Tour Prankster, host, and general 
surrealist weirdo Eric Andre has a 
great eponymous show on Adult 
Swim, a parody of public access 
low-budget strangeness that he hosts 
with Hannibal Buress. Here’s hoping 
he’s just as bizarre in person. (Moore 
Theatre, 8 pm, $33–$267)

Sun Sept 22
Biswa Kalyan Rath See Indian 
stand-up comedian Rath perform a live 
set. (Neptune Theatre, 6 pm, 8:30 pm, 
$25–$55)

Greg Fitzsimmons Actor and come-
dian Greg Fitzsimmons, who wrote 
for the four-time Emmy-winning Ellen 
Degeneres Show, has also been seen 
on talk shows and runs the Fitzdog 
Radio podcast. (Laughs Comedy 
Club, 7 pm, $25/$30)

Nick Kroll
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25

The mercurial, irreverent comedian and master of voices and characters 
brings his Middle-Aged Boy Tour to Seattle. (Moore Theatre) 

COURTESY OF COMEDY CENTRAL

Showcasing the rich and diverse  
flavors of Washington State wine

An immersive 
tasting experience 
in Vancouver, WA’s 

redeveloped 
waterfront district.

Live Music, Food, & Wine

801 Waterfront Way, Suite 105
Vancouver, WA 98660

(360) 450-6211  ◆  maryhillwinery.com

OPEN DAILY
M-Th 11:00am - 9:00pm
F-Sa 11:00am - 10:00pm

Su 11:00am - 8:00pm

http://maryhillwinery.com/


48    SEAT TLE ART AND PERFORMANCE 

Thurs Sept 26
 Preacher Lawson Boasting 

honors like the 2016 Seattle 
International Comedy Competition 
top prize and this past season’s 
America’s Got Talent top-five finalist, 
Los Angeles-based comic Preacher 
Lawson will return to Washington 
for an uproarious show. (Clearwater 
Casino, 8 pm, $29)

Fri Sept 27
 Demetri Martin: Wandering Mind 

Tour A handsomer-than-average nerd, 
Demetri Martin emits brainy, humorous 
observations with effortless poise. In one 
set, he said, “I feel like there’s a parallel 
world right in front of us that’s revealed 
with a small shift in perspective.” Those 
words could stand as Martin’s mission 
statement. He scrutinizes the mundane 
activities and thought processes 
humans engage in every damn day and 
forces us to reassess them in ways that 
make us think, “Wow, I’ve never looked 
at it that way—but he’s totally right! Now 
I need to adopt this worldview in order to 
live a much more entertaining life.” Martin 
excels at slyly making the ordinary seem 
surreal. DS (Paramount Theatre, 8 pm, 
$36/$136)

Sat Sept 28
Comedy with Marc Yaffee Native 
American comedian, writer, actor, and 
podcast host Marc Yaffee, who boasts 
a resume of performances in 43 
states and 11 countries, will do a set, 
preceded by Adam Kessler. (Mercer 
Estates, 7 pm, $20)

Mon Sept 30
Hot Set: A Comedy Show “Seattle’s 
hailed alterna-comics” will be taped at 
this show.  (Rendezvous, 6:15 pm, $6)

Oct 4–5
Joe List List has two comedy albums, 
Are You Mad at Me? and So Far Not 
Good, and currently cohosts the 
podcast Tuesdays with Stories. His 
alter ego appears in a video series as 
the titular Ultimate Worrier. (Laughs 
Comedy Club, 8 pm, 10 pm, $20/$25)

Oct 11–12
Jon Dore Canadian comedian Jon 
Dore (Canadian Idol, Funny As Hell, 
How I Met Your Mother) will make ya 
chuckle. (Laughs Comedy Club, 8 pm, 
10 pm, $20/$25)

Sat Oct 12
Dane Cook: Tell It Like It Is If you 
remember, Dane Cook was hugely 
popular (and divisive) in the first 
decade or so of the 2000s. If you dig 
dudebro humor, you might want to 
shell out for the tickets. (Paramount 
Theatre, 7 pm, $36–$56)

Just a Phase: a QT/POC Comedy 
Show Stephanie Nam’s periodic 
stand-up showcases feature local 
up-and-comers who are tradition-
ally underrepresented in comedy. 
(Rendezvous, 7 pm, $12/$15)

Fri Oct 25
 Nick Kroll: Middle-Aged Boy Tour 

Actor/writer/producer/comedian Nick 
Kroll is a master of dozens of voices 
and characters, which enhances his 
already hilarious routines by at least 33 
percent. In a set that he did years ago, 
Kroll laid down a bit about how dumb 
people have the best sex and it caused 
me to laugh so hard, I had to leave the 
office and take a half personal day. 
The auteur of the caustically loony 
Kroll Show, the New York native is a 
font of mercurial, irreverent humor that 
generates incredibly uncomfortable 
feelings and that will build massive 
cringe muscles. DS (Moore Theatre, 
7:30 pm, $27–$37)

Oct 25–26
Ian Bagg Canadian Ian Bagg, from 
NBC’s Last Comic Standing, Late 
Night with Conan O’Brien, The Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno, and more, will 
perform in Seattle. (Another notable 
excerpt from his bio: he’s “kissed a fish 
in Newfoundland.”) (Laughs Comedy 
Club, 8 pm, 10 pm, $20/$25)

Sun Oct 27
Dana Goldberg Goldberg, a comic 
based in Los Angeles, has been 
named one of the top five lesbian 
comedians by Curve magazine. 
(Theatre Off Jackson)

Sat Nov 2
 Ryan Hamilton Idahoan Ryan 

Hamilton, his enormous smile, and his 
gentle burring voice are coming to 
charm Seattle. Check out why Rolling 
Stone named this Great American 
Comedy Festival winner one of five 
comics to watch. For a preview, check 
out his special Happy Face on Netflix. 
(Neptune Theatre, 9 pm, $29)

Nov 2–3
Cristela Alonzo: My Affordable 
Care Act See stand-up from the 
co-creator, co-executive producer and 
star of the ABC sitcom Cristela. She’ll 
sign copies of her new book, Music to 
My Years. (Laughs Comedy Club,  
8 pm, $25–$55)

Sat Nov 9
Troy’s Comedy Show Again Again 
Troy Wood will head this comedy and 
variety show. (Rendezvous, 7 pm, $15)

Fri Nov 15
 Jim Jefferies Celebrated Australian 

stand-up comedian Jim Jefferies will 
perform his set at the Paramount. In 
2015, Dan Savage wrote, “[Jefferies] 
does a better job making a case for gun 
control—and puncturing the arguments 
against gun control—than any liberal 
American politician or gun-control 
advocate has ever done.” (Paramount 
Theatre, 7 pm, 10 pm, $36–$46)

Fri Nov 22
Christina P.: Ride or Die Tour 
Christina P. hosts Your Mom’s House 
podcast with her husband, Tom Segura. 
She’s got a local connection: Netflix 
special Christina P: Mother Inferior was 
filmed at the Seattle’s own Showbox. 
Hear her crack wise onstage about 
motherhood, life, and aging. (Neptune 
Theatre, 8 pm, $24/$54)

Jeff Foxworthy Wm. Steven 
Humphrey sums up Foxworthy as 
“the creator of the ‘You know you’re a 
redneck...’ line of not-very-funny jokes, 
the host of Are You Smarter Than a 5th 
Grader?, and the early-’90s equivalent 
to Larry the Cable Guy.” (Snoqualmie 
Casino, 8 pm, $80–$130)

Sat Nov 23
Felipe Esparza: The Bad Hambre 
Tour The Last Comic Standing winner 
in 2010, Esparza (Translate This, 
They’re Not Gonna Laugh at You, The 
Eric Andre Show, the podcast What’s 
Up Fool?) will bring some laughs.  
(Neptune Theatre, 7 pm, $36/$60)

Nov 29–30
Andrew Sleighter Andrew Sleighter’s 
many credits include co-writing for the 
Sports Show with Norm Macdonald 
and playing pranks on MTV’s Money 
From Strangers, as well as appearances 
at Bumbershoot, on Conan, and Last 
Comic Standing. The Seattle native riffs 

on underemployment, money, and more 
with accessible, decent-natured humor. 
(Laughs Comedy Club, 8 pm, 10 pm, 
$15/$20)

Wed Dec 4
Jim Breuer Stand-up comedian, actor, 
musician, and radio host Jim Breuer 
(whom you might recognize from 
Saturday Night Live, Chappelle’s Show, 
and other popular programs, as well as 
stoner flick Half Baked) will share his 
love for “his wife, family, Metallica, and 
even the New York Mets.” (Neptune 
Theatre, 8 pm, $26–$142)

Sat Dec 7
Andrew Schulz: The Matador Tour 
New York snarkman Schulz was 
reportedly 2018’s most-viewed come-
dian on YouTube. You may also have 
heard his witticisms on his special 
Views From the Cis, plus the shows 
Benders and There’s Johnny. (Neptune 
Theatre, 7:30 pm, $24–$28)

Tuesdays
 Comedy Nest Open Mic The 

rules of this pro-lady stand-up night 
are refreshing in their simplicity: no 
misogyny, racism, homophobia, hatred, 
or heckling. Based on the size, quality, 
and diversity of the crowds it attracts, 
the rules work. Every Tuesday night, fans 
pack the Rendezvous to watch two and 
a half hours of comedy, about half of 
which is delivered by women. Having so 
many women onstage and in the crowd 
makes male comics more mindful of 
their sets and their audience, while rein-
forcing what should be obvious: Women 
can be just as funny (or unfunny) as 
men. (Rendezvous, 8 pm, $5)

Wednesdays
 Joketellers Union Seattle come-

dians Brett Hamil and Emmett Mont-
gomery, the curators of Joketellers 
Union, invite talent from all over the 
greater area. Some nights, the jokers 
are from Everett; other nights, they are 
from Bellevue. And in this way, Hamil 
and Montgomery expose the self-cen-
tered Seattle audience to the wider 
region. They are also committed to 
the representation of different voices: 
women, people of color, queer people. 
Seattle is just not that cool of a place. It 
has become a city for the rich, and the 
rich are always boring. By presenting 
a variety of voices from different parts 
of the greater metropolis, Hamil and 
Montgomery have concocted a show 
that feels like a real city. CM (Clock-Out 
Lounge, 8:30 pm, $7)

Every Other Friday
 Comedy on Broadway Presents 

“For some reason, it’s dirty to talk about 
a vagina, but a dick joke is par for the 
course,” says Seattle comedian Erin 
Ingle. “So it’s like we’ve kept women’s 
bodies and women’s issues under 
wraps for so long that people have a 
really hard time accepting that as just 
normal shit that we should know about.” 
That sentiment bleeds into one of 
Ingle’s goals: to provide more space for 
women’s voices in the male-dominated 
comedy ecosystem. She is the executive 
producer of Comedy on Broadway, 
which happens four nights a week at Jai 
Thai, and cohost (with Alyssa Yeoman) 
of the woman-centric Unladylike, a 
gender-stereotype-shredding monthly 
that happens every last Tuesday 
at Comedy Underground. A vastly 
respected figure in Seattle comedy, this 
Oregon native now ranks among the 
region’s most important gatekeepers. 
She’s a funny comedian in her own right, 
but Ingle is foremost a fierce advocate 
for other women and nonbinary comics. 
DS (Jai Thai Broadway, 9 pm, $5 
suggested donation)

IMPROV

Sept 19–Oct 31
Campfire: Improvised Ghost 
Stories Your suggestions will fuel 
the campfire at this night of creepy 
improv. (Unexpected Productions’ 
Market Theater, 8:30 pm, $15)

Through Fri Sept 20
Antiques Improv Show Improvisers 
will weave stories based on treasures 
brought in by the audience. (Jet City 
Improv, 7:30 pm, $12–$18)

Fri Sept 20
Bring Back the ‘90s Bandit Theater 
will present a night of improv 
dedicated to the glory days of TRL 
and frosted tips, using music videos, 
photos, commercials, and more as 
springboards.  (Copious, 10 pm, $10)

Sept 20–21
Let’s All Drink and Do Broadway: 
Season Four This series promises a 
booze-soaked combination of show 
tunes and short-form improv. (Rendez-
vous, 8 pm, $30/$35)

Sept 21–Nov 23
 Tragic School Bus Taking off on 

the educational children’s series, this 
cleverly conceived show follows a 
group of poor adults trapped in public 
school limbo and their increasingly 
insane teacher as they go on “magical” 
field trips to learn about topics of your 
choice. Directed by Jessica Dunstan 
and Jet City Artistic Director Mandy 
Price, this one should earn an A. (Jet 
City Improv, 10 pm, $17/$18)

Through Sun Sept 29
 Vonnegut Unexpected: Kurt 

Vonnegut Improvised Every 
Sunday, the improvisers of Unex-
pected Productions will take some 
instinctual liberties (paired with 
audience suggestions) with Slaughter-
house-Five, Breakfast of Champions, 
and other works by the late writer 
Kurt Vonnegut. (Unexpected Produc-
tions’ Market Theater, 8:30 pm, $10)

Oct 3–Nov 1
Stabbin’ Cabin A cast of energetic 
improvisers will play teen screamers 
straight out of ‘80s summer-camp 
slasher movies in this send-up of 
the genre. (Jet City Improv, 7:30 pm, 
$17/$18)

Oct 6–Nov 17
 Stephen King Unexpected 

Expect to see (we’re guessing) gruff 
Northeasterners battling clowns, 
vampires, sentient cars, and/or the 
undead in this improv tribute to the 
horror maestro Stephen King, a 
perfect show for Halloween. (Unex-
pected Productions’ Market Theater, 
8:30 pm, $10)

Sat Oct 19
The Second City’s Greatest Hits, Vol 
59 The Second City, founded in ‘59, is 
one of the world’s most famous comedy 
schools/companies, with such alums 
as Stephen Colbert, Bill Murray, Chris 
Farley, Amy Poehler, Gilda Radner, Aidy 
Bryant, and Steve Carell. (Theatre at 
Meydenbauer, 7 pm, $29–$40)

The Second City’s Improv All-Stars 
Second City’s improvisers will come 
back for a second show. (Theatre at 
Meydenbauer, 10 pm, $15–$35)

Sept 28 & Oct 26
 Fat Cats Fat Cats describe them-

selves as “two fat feminist women 
who own fat feminist cats, but are 
not wealthy political donors.” They’ve 
performed at Femprovisor Fest ‘19 in 
San Francisco and Detroit Women of 
Comedy Festival, and at many venues 
throughout Seattle—in fact, they’re 
one of the hardest-working duos in 
the city. They mix vulnerability and 
sweetness with a foundation of blunt, 
pessimistic honesty, a combination 
that gets right at your heart. (The 
Pocket Theater, 8:30 pm, $10/$14)

Nov 1–23
The Astonishing Adventures of 
Professor Clicktime Help Professor 
Clicktime and their fellow adventurers 
by voting on random photos that will 
inspire the course of their expedition. 
(Unexpected Productions’ Market 
Theater, 8:30 pm, $15)

Nov 14–Dec 20
Britain’s Baking Challenge See the 
inherently silly drama of The Great 
British Baking Show recreated by four 
improvisers that really cook onstage 
and present the results to two 
“remarkably placid judges.”  (Jet City 
Improv, 7:30 pm, $12–$18)

Through Thurs Nov 21
The Harold Improv Anonymous will 
perform the Harold, a complex improv 
form created by Del Close in the 
1960s that stems from a single audi-
ence suggestion. (Unexpected Produc-
tions’ Market Theater, 7 pm, $10)

Wild Card This show invites the 
audience to choose Improv Anon-
ymous’s show format for the night. 
(Unexpected Productions’ Market 
Theater, $10)

Sun Nov 24
Inside Story: Adventures in Story-
telling Share a secret and watch 
improvisers act it out. In between 
these acts, storytellers will regale you 
with true-to-life experiences inspired 
by their “topic bowl” selection. “It’s The 
Moth meets Whose Line Is It Anyway,” 
say the organizers. (Unexpected 
Productions’ Market Theater, $10)

Nov 29–Dec 21
A(n Improvised) Christmas Carol 
2019 You may think you know the 
story of A Christmas Carol, but 
you have no idea. Watch a team of 
improvisers re-create Dickens’s tale 
based on audience suggestions. 
(Unexpected Productions’ Market 
Theater, 8:30 pm, $20)

 Uncle Mike Ruins Christmas 
Mike Murphy and Jet City cast 
members reenact and trample over 
your fond Christmas memories with 
gleeful vulgarity. Not for the squeamish. 
(Jet City Improv, 10 pm, $17/$18)

First Thursdays
 Keefee’s House of Cards Keefee 

plays blackjack improv theater at 
this interactive show—play with him 
onstage, or just watch the wacky deal-
ings. (Rendezvous, 8 pm, $10/$15)

Every Fourth Friday & 
Saturday
Twisted Flicks Based on audience 
suggestions, Jet City improvisers will add 
their own dialogue, music, and sound 
effects to crappy movies, like Septem-
ber’s Chopping Mall, October’s Return 
of the Fly, and November’s The Invisible 
Man (H.G. Wells, not Ralph Ellison). (Jet 
City Improv, 7:30 pm, $17–$18)

Fridays–Saturdays
Seattle Theatresports The long-run-
ning late-night improv comedy 
shebang where two improv teams 
compete to see who’s the funniest on 
the spot. (Unexpected Productions’ 
Market Theater, 10:30 pm, $15)

Improv Happy Hour Kick off your 
weekend with an hour of fun and 
laughter with Unexpected Produc-
tions, as skilled improvisers perform 
an unscripted show based on the 
audience’s suggestions. (Unexpected 
Productions’ Market Theater, 7 pm, $10)

Jet City Improv Flagship Show 
Nimble performers will perform 
short-form improv games for your 
amusement. This show has been the 
backbone of the improv venue for 
the past 26 years. (Jet City Improv, 
$17/$18)

ComedySportz Two teams of 
comedians compete in this recurring, 
rapid-paced improv event. (Atlas 
Theatre, 8 pm, $16)

Saturdays
 Naked Brunch Every week, get 

spontaneous at this free, all-impro-
vised comedy open mic. (Rendezvous, 
4 pm, free)

Performance

Jon Boogz and Lil Buck (MAI): 
Love Heals All Wounds
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 19

The Movement Art Is (MAI) dancers/choreographers address social and 
environmental issues in their latest urban dance program. (Moore Theatre) 

TIM SALAZ
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1521 10th Avenue • 206-624-6600 • www.elliottbaybook.com   
Monday-Thursday: 10am - 10pm Friday-Saturday: 10am - 11pm  Sunday: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.    

Billy Jensen
Chase Darkness with Me: How One True Crime 
Writer Started Solving Murders
Meet the journalist whose unusual methods helped turned cold-cases 
to closed cases. Calling all true-crime enthusiasts. 

Sept 13, 7 pm, The Elliott Bay Book Company

Fatima Bhutto with Cyrus Habib
New Kings of the World: Dispatches from 
Bollywood, Dizi, and K-Pop
Join the celebrated Pakistani writer’s conversation with the Lieutenant 
Governor of Washington as they examine the diminishing role of 
American pop culture on the global stage.

Oct 7, 7 pm, The Elliott Bay Book Company 

Augusten Burroughs
Toil and Trouble: A Memoir
Burroughs (Running with Scissors) is back, with a new installation full 
of heart and hilarity and magic! Burroughs divulges his life of witchery 
and real magic, in a book that is no less than enchanting. 

Oct 12, 7 pm, The Elliott Bay Book Company 

Book Company

  The Elliott Bay

http://www.elliottbaybook.com/
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FICTION

Mon Sept 16
Farooq Ahmed and Leland Cheuk 
At this double feature, hear Ahmed 
read from his religious dystopian 
novel Kansastan, in which Kansas 
and Missouri go to war and a young 
Muslim Kansan plots a coup. Cheuk 
follows with his new novel No Good 
Very Bad Asian, about the travails of a 
young Chinese American comedian. 
(Elliott Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Thurs Sept 19
 Amitav Ghosh: Gun Island—A 

Novel In acclaimed author Ghosh’s 
new novel, a rare book dealer with 
a crisis of faith embarks on a global 
journey to research a mysterious 
legend. Reportedly, the novel is, in 
part, an investigation of the post-
climate-change world, with all its vast 
migrations, economic upheavals, and 
extreme weather events. Ghosh is a 
Medici Prize winner for The Circle of 
Reason and has received two Lifetime 
Achievement awards and four 
honorary doctorates, plus the Padma 
Shri award from the president of India. 
(Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Tracy Chevalier: A Single Thread A 
bereaved woman after the Great War 
must fight for independence in her 
community of broderers (embroiderers) 
in Winchester, England. (Third Place 
Books Lake Forest Park, 7 pm, free)

Sat Sept 21
Petina Gappah: Out of Darkness, 
Shining Light Gappah’s novel of 
colonialism, exploration, and religion 
follows the journey of those who 
carried the real-life missionary Dr. 
Livingstone’s body across Africa. 
(Elliott Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Tues Sept 24
Jacqueline Woodson: Red at the 
Bone The laureled author of Another 
Brooklyn and Brown Girl Dreaming 
will read from a new, time-hopping 
novel about two very different families 
brought together by an unplanned 
pregnancy and the birth of a girl. 
(Central Library, 7 pm, free)

Wed Sept 25
Cara Wall: The Dearly Beloved In 
Wall’s novel, two couples meet in 
Greenwich Village in the 1960s. Over 
the years, differences in faith threaten 
their strong ties. Charles pursues the 
ministry, despite being in love with 
atheist Lily; James is cynical, while 
Nan is full of contented faith. (Elliott 
Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Fri Sept 27
Jean-Baptiste Del Amo: Animalia 
Come meet the author of this new 
novel, described as “all blood and 
stench and despair” by the Guardian, 
at a bilingual reading co-presented by 
the Alliance française. Animalia depicts 
four generations of peasant pig 
farmers as their bleak existence—and 
the treatment of their animals—gradu-
ally degrades from old-world hardship 
to capitalist depravity. This does not 
look like a treat for those tender of 
heart, but should be worthwhile for 
lovers of the darkest strains of the 
European literary tradition. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Wed Oct 9
Three Ways to Disappear: A 
Reading and Conversation with 
Katy Yocom and Dianne Aprile 
Party at the release of Yocom’s 
prizewinning debut novel, in which two 
sisters return to their birth country 
of India to help save Bengal tigers, 
and find themselves digging up their 
traumatic past. Journalist/essayist/
poet Dianne Aprile will also read, and 

Elizabeth George will moderate a 
discussion. (Hugo House, 7 pm, free)

Sat Oct 12
 Neal Kosaly-Meyer: Finnegans 

Wake The Seattle composer and 
musician will continue his amazing 
feat of reciting James Joyce’s novel 
from memory, chapter by chapter—as if 
reading the modernist monster wasn’t 
hard enough. “Maybe this is the only 
way the novel could be saved. It’s not 
all that amazing to memorize some-
thing that everyone understands; it’s 
very impressive to memorize something 
understood by only one person, who 
has been in the grave for many years,” 
Charles Mudede wrote. Kosaly-Meyer 
will perform Chapter 5 at this session. 
(Gallery 1412, 8 pm, $5–$15)

Sun Oct 20
 Ta-Nehisi Coates All journalists 

secretly want to be novelists. Ta-Ne-
hisi Coates—author of Between the 
World and Me, We Were Eight Years 
in Power, and “The Black Family in 
the Age of Mass Incarceration”—is no 
different. His highly anticipated novel 
The Water Dancer is due out in late 
September. It’s an adventure novel 
about an enslaved man named Hiram 
Walker. If it’s half as good as his 
journalism, it will be one of the best 
novels of 2019. RS (Benaroya Hall, 
7:30 pm, $45–$105)

Tues Oct 22
Evan Ramzipoor and Noelle 
Salazar Two authors of fiction related 
to WWII will read: Ramzipoor from The 
Ventriloquists, about a street urchin in 
occupied Paris who joins a Resistance 
network, and Salazar from The Flight 
Girls, about an ambitious pilot who 
joins the Women Airforce Service 
Pilots. (Queen Anne Book Company, 
7 pm, free)

Mon Nov 4
 Andre Aciman: Find Me A couple 

of years after the film adaptation 
of Aciman’s Call Me by Your Name 
beguiled audiences with Elio and 
Oliver’s love story, Aciman is back with 
a sequel, Find Me. This one follows 
Elio’s father Samuel as he meets a 
beautiful young woman on the train, 
Elio as he has an affair in Paris, and 
Oliver as he deliberates returning to 
Europe. (Central Library, 7 pm, free)

Tues Nov 12
 Amor Towles Internationally 

praised author Towles, whose first 
novel The Rules of Civility in its 
French translation won the 2012 
Prix Fitzgerald, will talk about his 
follow-up, A Gentleman in Moscow, 
which appeared on many 2016 “Best 
Books” lists. (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$20–$80)

Sat Nov 23
 Ben Lerner: The Topeka School 

Rich Smith has written: “Lerner 
started off his literary career writing 
nerdy books of poetry that were so 
good you could feel your brain and 
heart growing as you read them. 
Then he turned his attention to 
reinventing the American novel. Both 
Leaving Atocha Station and 10:04 
were phenomenal. His sentences 
abound with intelligence and humor.” 
Lerner’s newest novel is set in 
Topeka and follows a high school 
senior struggling to fit between a 
liberal household and a deeply right-
wing environment. (Elliott Bay Book 
Company, 7 pm, free)

POETRY

Wed Sept 18
The Body Lives Its Undoing Town 
Hall Seattle and Benaroya Research 
Institute will present a program 
of art and poetry by people with 
autoimmune diseases (as well as 
scientists, physicians, caretakers, 
and others) such as lupus, multiple 
sclerosis, arthritis, or Crohn’s disease. 
Poet and educator Suzanne Edison 
will be the primary speaker. (Town 
Hall, 7 pm, $5)

Thurs Sept 19
 Naomi Shihab Nye Prolific 

Palestinian American poet Nye 
recently won the Lon Tinkle Award 
for Lifetime Achievement, and that’s 
just one prize in a long line of laurels. 
Don’t miss her appearance with SAL, 
where she’ll be promoting The Tiny 
Journalist, a collection inspired by a 
7-year-old videographer of Pales-
tinian protests, Janna Tamimi. (Town 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $20–$80)

Wed Sept 25
Anne Lesley Selcer: Sun Cycle 
Selcer will read from a poetry 
collection concerned with film 
theory, screen time, and “represen-
tation, value, power, gender, and the 
aesthetic.” (Hugo House, 7 pm, free)

Thurs Sept 26
Spotlight Poetry: Kenji C. Liu 
and Ching-In Chen Hear from two 
distinguished poets: Angeleno Kenji 
C. Liu, whose Map of an Onion won 
the 2015 Hillary Gravendyk Poetry 
Prize and who’ll appear with his new 
Monsters I Have Been; and Texas-
based Ching-In Chen (The Heart’s 
Traffic, recombinant), a Kundiman, 
Lambda, Callaloo, and Watering Hole 
Fellow. (Hugo House, 7 pm, free)

Thurs Oct 3
John Balaban: Empires From the 
Revolutionary War to the Vietnam 
War to the fall of the Twin Towers, 
Balaban’s sixth book of poetry spans 
the violence and healing of America. 
The volume also includes translations 
of Romanian poetry. (Elliott Bay Book 
Company, 7 pm, free)

Olivia Gatwood: Life of the Party 
US Tour Poet, slam performer, 
anti-sexual-assault activist, and 
internet notable Olivia Gatwood will 
lay down some lines. (Columbia City 
Theater, 8 pm, $18/$20)

Thurs Oct 10
Daniel Poppick: Fear of Description 
Poppick will read poems based on 
his own experience amidst “a group 
of millennial poets adrift in political 
upheaval and personal crisis.” (Hugo 
House, 7 pm, free)

Sat Oct 12
Poetry of Collective Witness 
What does it mean to bear witness? 
Three Northwest poets—John Sibley 
Williams, Tina Schumann, and Josh 
Fomon—will read their works dealing 
with “American culture, history, 
immigration, or language itself.” (Hugo 
House, 7 pm, free)

Thurs Oct 17
 Richard Kenney Kenney is the 

best local poet you’ve probably never 
heard of. But this guy is the real deal. 
He won a MacArthur “Genius Grant” 
for inventing new ways to create and 
pattern rhymes. That’s right. Before 
Kenney started writing (and writing 
about writing, a speciality of his), we 
had fewer ways to find rhymes, which is 
one of the major food groups in poetry. 
If that’s all he did, he’d deserve your full 
attention for at least one evening. But 
he’s also given the world several books 
of poetry that are worth keeping close 
by. Using syntax to probe science, 
and diving deep into the evolutionary 
origins of language, Kenney refreshes 
the language that dies daily in our 
mouths, and he brushes the dust off 
old feelings like joy and love so that we 
can feel them again as if for the first 
time. RS (Broadway Performance Hall, 
7:30 pm, $20–$80)

Thurs Oct 17 & 24
Spirited Stone: Lessons from 
Kubota’s Garden Poets and prose 
writers will celebrate the release of 
the anthology Spirited Stone: Lessons 

from Kubota’s Garden, which is 
dedicated to the work of landscape 
designer and gardener Fukitaro 
Kubota. Seattle owes its beautiful 
Kubota Garden to this man, who even 
practiced his art while imprisoned 
in the Minidoka concentration camp 
for Japanese Americans. (Oct 17: 
Central Library, 6:30 pm, free; Oct 24: 
Hugo House, 8 pm, free)

Sat Oct 26
Spotlight Poetry: Natalie Shapero 
and Stefania Heim Hear from two 
award-winning or -nominated poets: 
Shapero, a Griffin Poetry Prize finalist 
for Hard Child, and Heim, whose 
HOUR BOOK won the Sawtooth 
Prize. (Hugo House, 7 pm, free)

Thurs Nov 21
 Mary Ruefle Ruefle has a new 

book of poetry out from Wave Books. 
It’s called Dunce. I am happy to report 
that Ruefle continues to be obsessed 
with using her signature conversa-
tional style to write abstract-associa-
tive poetry about death, loneliness, 
and poetry itself. Though I’m not as 
in love with Dunce as I was with My 
Private Property, it is still early on in my 
relationship with the book. Regardless, 
it’s my understanding that Ruefle 
rarely leaves her home in Vermont, 
and so it’s a rare joy to get to see her 
in person. RS (Broadway Performance 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $20–$80)

Second Monday
 African-American Writers’ 

Alliance Poetry Reading Hear 
poets from the Northwest’s African 
American community in a reading 
organized by the NW African Amer-
ican Writers’ Alliance, which promotes 
emerging and seasoned writers and 
publishes anthologies. (Third Place 
Books Seward Park, 7 pm, free)

Third Thursday
 Margin Shift A poetry reading 

series that emphasizes the contribu-
tions of anyone who might normally 
be at the margins of the mainstream 
literary scene—”poets of color, LGBTQI 
poets, poets from out of town, poets 
who are new to town, women poets, 
undocumented poets, experimental 
writers (whatever that might mean!), 
and brand new writers.” (Common 
AREA Maintenance, 6:30 pm, free)

SCI-FI/
FANTASY

Fri Sept 27
Megan Whalen Turner: Thick as 
Thieves Whalen Turner continues her 
popular Queen’s Thief series with the 
tale of Kamet, an ambitious slave who 
flees the palace of his servitude and 
becomes embroiled in a conflict that 
involves three kingdoms. (University 
Book Store, 6 pm, free)

Wed Oct 16
 Jeanette Winterson: Frankisstein 

Lesbian literary icon Winterson has 
been longlisted for the Man Booker 
Prize for this queer modern-day 
take on Frankenstein. A trans doctor 
named Ry Shelley encounters a 
couple of powerful men, Ron Lord and 
Victor Stein, who want to use them 
for sketchy trans- or posthumanist 
purposes. Stein is an idealistic but 
arrogant scientist; Lord, crudely misog-
ynist, sounds Jeffrey-Epstein-cuckoo. 
(Central Library, 7 pm, free)

Fri Nov 15
 Joanna Stoberock: Pigs Four 

children eke out a living caring for a 
herd of ferocious pigs on an island 
where all of earth’s garbage is sent. 
One day, they find not another piece 
of flotsam but a boy, whose arrival 

Books & Talks By Christopher Frizzelle, Katie Herzog, 
Leilani Polk, Rich Smith, and Joule Zelman

Gloria Steinem
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21

The most famous feminist of our time gives a talk on her life and activism. 
(Paramount Theatre)

BEOWULF SHEEHAN
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challenges their routine. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free)

ESSAYS

Tues Oct 1
 Survivor Café: An Evening with 

Elizabeth Rosner None other than 
Pulitzer Prize winner Viet Thanh 
Nguyen called Rosner’s Survivor Café, 
published in 2017, “a breathtaking 
overview of events as varied as the 
Holocaust, the Vietnam War, the 
Rwandan genocide, and Japanese 
American internment.” Rosner will 
discuss her nonfiction examination of 
trauma and survival. (Hugo House,  
7 pm, free)

Thurs Oct 3
Susan O’Connor and Annick 
Smith: Hearth O’Connor and Smith 
will read excerpts from their anthology 
Hearth: A Global Conversation on 
Community, Identity, and Place, essays 
on the concept of the hearth from 
well-regarded authors across the 
globe, from Terry Tempest Williams, 
to Bill McKibben, Natasha Trethewey, 
and Chigozie Obioma. (Hugo House, 
7 pm, free)

Wed Oct 16
 Paul Theroux: A Mexican 

Journey The acclaimed travel writer 
will read from his firsthand account of 
driving along the US-Mexico border 
and his explorations of Chiapas and 
Oaxaca, where he encountered such 
people as Zapotec mill workers, 
Zapatistas, and families of migrants. 
(Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Sun Nov 10
 An Evening with David Sedaris 

He’s back. One of America’s most 
beloved writers and humorists returns 
to Seattle for his annual performance. 
It’s almost a tradition by now, the 
yearly visit from David Sedaris, as 
though your favorite uncle or the best 
friend you wish you had pops in for 
a night to read from whatever he’s 
working through. We’re lucky that way. 
No word yet on whether his material 
will be old or new (maybe both?) but, 
like always, he is sure to amuse. KH 
(Benaroya Hall, 7 pm, $52–$61)

Sun Nov 24
 Peter Sagal Sagal is the host 

of the nerdy NPR game show Wait 
Wait...Don’t Tell Me! and author of 
the amusing memoir The Incomplete 
Book of Running. (Neptune Theatre, 
8 pm, $45)

Tues Nov 26
 Lindy West At the height of the 

“#MeToo has gone too far” movement, 
Stranger alum and New York Times 
columnist Lindy West wrote a piece 
called, “Yes, This Is a Witch Hunt. I’m 
a Witch and I’m Hunting You.” In the 
column, West argued that the criminal 
justice system doesn’t adequately 
deliver justice to victims of sexual 
assault, and that she believes the 
number of sexual assault reports do 
not, in fact, exceed the number of 
sexual assaults in this country. And 
so, obviously, the #MeToo movement 
has not gone “too far,” you fucking 
morons—and, yes, she’s looking at 
you, Woody Allen. But, because she’s 
Lindy West, she said all of that with 
enough clarity, force, and humor to 
make even the most panicked of sex 
panicky cautioneers crack a smile. Her 
new book, The Witches Are Coming, 
uses that column as a launching pad 
to explore an issue that could use a 
little more light. RS (Town Hall, 7:30 
pm, $20–$80)

HISTORY

Fri Sept 27
W. Caleb McDaniel: Sweet Taste of 
Liberty McDaniel’s book recounts the 
incredible story of Henrietta Wood, 
who, after being legally freed in 1848, 
was kidnapped and sold back into 
slavery. In 1869, Wood once again 
won her freedom and sued her former 
abductor, a deputy sheriff named 

Zebulon Ward. (Folio: The Seattle 
Athenaeum, 7 pm, $10)

MEMOIR/ 
BIOGRAPHY

Mon Sept 16
 Samantha Power: The Education 

of an Idealist The Pulitzer winner, 
current Harvard Kennedy School and 
Harvard Law School professor, and 
member of Obama’s State Department 
will read from her memoir, which spans 
her career from war correspondent 
to diplomat. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$5/$35)

Wed Sept 18
Dina Nayeri: The Ungrateful 
Refugee Iranian-born writer Dina 
Nayeri, herself a refugee at age 
8, offers a glimpse of the real 
experience of fleeing one’s home 
and applying for asylum, destroying 
stereotypes along the way. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Sept 21 & Oct 1
Paula Becker: The House on Stilts 
Becker, much appreciated locally for 
her biography of Betty MacDonald 
(Looking for Betty MacDonald: The 
Egg, the Plague, Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle, 
and I) chronicles how the opioid crisis 
has affected her personally: Her son 
became addicted to heroin. (Sept 21: 
Central Library, 2 pm, free; Oct 1: 
Third Place Books Ravenna, 7 pm, 
free)

Sun Sept 22
 Clyde W. Ford: Think Black This 

prizewinning author will read from 
his new book about his father, John 
Stanley Ford, who became the first 
black software engineer at IBM in 
1947 and had to weather his white 
coworkers’ harassment and cruelty. 
Ford (junior) reflects on the cost of 
enduring a racist environment for both 
John Stanley Ford and his family, and 
delves into “how his hiring was meant 
to distract from IBM’s dubious busi-
ness practices including its involve-
ment in the Holocaust, eugenics, and 
apartheid.” (Town Hall, 4 pm, $5)

Sat Oct 5
 Nora Krug: Belonging Krug’s 

honest, fascinating graphic memoir 
originated when she became deter-
mined to revisit the mysteries of her 
childhood in Karlsruhe, Germany. How 
had her grandparents’ generation 
experienced the reign of the Nazis 
and World War II? Why did no one 
ever speak of the period? (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Sun Oct 6
 Patti Smith Many reviewers and 

people who grew up in the 1980s love 
the impossible coolness of this punk 
rock poet and memoirist. They thought 
that M Train, the memoir about 
memory and being a regular person 
even though you are actually Patti 
Smith, was good. They ate up all the 
New York bohemian details about her 
early life with Robert Mapplethorpe 
in Just Kids. I like Horses, and that’s 
about as far as I go, but I understand 
that she is an important and brilliant 
force in the world. Smith will be touring 
with her newest memoir, Year of the 
Monkey. RS (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$42–$102)

Fri Oct 11
 Lawrence Weschler: And 

How Are You Dr Sacks? In the 
‘80s, Weschler began to profile the 
influential neurologist and science 
writer Oliver Sacks, a project that 
stretched out over four years. Though 
Sacks eventually asked Weschler not 
to publish the profile, the two men 
remained friends. Sacks died in 2015; 
during his decline, he told Weschler 
to take up the project again. Now you 
can read this long-abandoned portrait 
of one of the great scientists and 
science writers of our era. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Sat Oct 12
 Augusten Burroughs: Toil & 

Trouble It’s a good time to be a witch. 
Modern witches (less the crook-nosed 
cartoon and more the millennial with a 
crystal collection) often profess to have 
exceedingly heightened powers of 
intuition, and this includes Burroughs, 
the memoirist made famous for his 
portrayal of his very unconventional 
family in Running With Scissors. He 
might not be a millennial, but he is a 
self-professed witch, and his new book 
details how, from an early age, he had 
certain… abilities others seemed not 
to possess. He confessed this to his 
mother, who wasn’t surprised. And why 
would she be? She, too, was a witch, 
if not exactly the world’s best mother, 
as anyone familiar with his previous 
work will recall. Toil & Trouble is about 
coming to terms with what he could—
and, perhaps more importantly, could 
not—control in his life and others’. KH 
(Elliott Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Wed Oct 30
Cameron Dezen Hammon: This 
Is My Body In an appearance with 
Claire Dederer, Hammon will share the 
story of her conversion from Judaism 
to evangelical Christianity and her 
subsequent loss of faith in a cultural 
critique and personal narrative subtitled 
A Memoir of Religious and Romantic 
Obsession. (Hugo House, 7 pm, free)

Thurs Nov 7
 Tim O’Brien: Dad’s Maybe Book 

Tim O’Brien—whose best-selling 
works include The Things They 
Carried and If I Die in a Combat 
Zone—was already old when his 
young sons were born. No stranger 
to loss, his new work shares a series 
of letters he wrote for his sons to 
read after he’s gone. Thankfully, the 
man isn’t dead yet, and Dad’s Maybe 
Book—which touches on everything 
from soccer to magic tricks to, of 
course, war—is, at its heart, a love 
letter from a father to his sons, some-
thing he wished his own father had 
left for him. This sounds direr than 
it is, but as always, O’Brien’s work is 
filled with as much joy and humor as 
pain. KH (Elliott Bay Book Company, 
7 pm, free)

Fri Nov 8
Adrienne Brodeur: Wild Game 
Brodeur writes about her very compli-
cated adolescence in this memoir, 
subtitled My Mother, Her Lover, and 
Me. Entertainment Weekly predicts 
that this tale of terrible parenting, its 
impacts, and the possibility of recon-
ciliation may be the “next big memoir.” 
(Elliott Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Sun Nov 10
Malaka Gharib: I Was Their 
American Dream Gharib’s graphic 
memoir about growing up in America 
in a Filipino Egyptian family has been 
charming the hell out of critics with its 
portrait of a girl dealing with crushes, 
code-switching, and culture. (Elliott 
Bay Book Company, 3 pm, free)

Thurs Nov 14
 Roland De Wolk: American 

Disruptor The story of Leland Stan-
ford should be better known: because 
he founded Stanford University, 
because he commissioned Eadweard 
Muybridge’s famous photographic 
studies of horses, and because he 
was a world-class swine. De Wolk’s 
biography details how the once-”serial 
failure” rose to become a stupen-
dously wealthy robber baron, railroad 
tycoon, politician, and “this country’s 
original ‘disruptor.’” (Folio: The Seattle 
Athenaeum, 7 pm)

MYSTERY/
THRILLER/
HORROR

Tues Sept 17
Candace Robb: A Conspiracy of 
Wolves Historian and crime author 
Robb sets this mystery in 1374, when 
a man named Owen Archer joins up 
with Geoffrey Chaucer to investigate 
an alleged wolf attack/possible 
murder. (Third Place Books Lake 
Forest Park, 7 pm, free)

Mon Sept 23
J.A. Jance: Sins of the Fathers In the 
latest mystery starring former cop J.P. 
Beaumont, the hero is forced to come 
out of retirement when an old acquain-
tance shows up with a baby and points 
him to a murder investigation. (Third 

Place Books Lake Forest Park, 7 pm, 
free)

Tues Sept 24
Jeffrey D. Briggs: Out of the Cold 
Dark Sea Local thriller writer and 
journalist Briggs continues his Seattle 
Waterfront Mysteries series with this 
tale of his heroine, Martha Whitaker, 
searching for her missing friend and 
mentor. (Third Place Books Lake 
Forest Park, 7 pm, free)

Wed Oct 2
Confessions of a True Crime 
Addict with James Renner The jour-
nalist and podcaster will help us look 
at the current true-crime craze and 
share his own stories about “hunting 
serial killers and hosting crime shows.” 
(Rendezvous, 10 pm, $20)

Sun Oct 27
Stephen Chbosky: Imaginary 
Friend The author of the popular YA 
book The Perks of Being a Wallflower 
has turned his sights to horror for 
adults in this story of a beleaguered 
single mother, her son’s mysterious 
disappearance and reappearance, 
and a sinister treehouse. (Third Place 
Books Lake Forest Park, 6 pm, free)

Mon Oct 28
 Ben Percy: Suicide Woods In this 

fiction collection by the author of the 
essay book Thrill Me, Percy tells tales 
of foresty horror and uncanny events. 
Rich Smith has written: “It’s important 
to know how deep Benjamin Percy’s 
voice is. It’s comically deep. It takes 
you a few minutes to overcome its 
startling deepness. But once you get 
past his sound and into his sense, 
you’ll realize he’s a strong advocate 
for and excellent executioner of the 
literary/genre novel hybrid.” (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free)

POLITICS/
CURRENT 
ISSUES

Mon Sept 16
General Jim Mattis Mattis, who 
served as the 26th US secretary 
of defense until resigning in 2018, 
shares his account of three wars in 
which he was a top commander in his 

book Call Sign Chaos. (Temple De 
Hirsch Sinai, 7 pm, $35/$40)

Olivier van Beemen: Heineken 
in Africa This piece of muckraking 
journalism caused an uproar in van 
Beemen’s home country, the Neth-
erlands, for its exposé of Heineken’s 
alleged misdoings—everything from 
tax avoidance to corruption to links 
to genocidal and dictatorial regimes. 
(Queen Anne Book Company, 7 pm, 
free)

Fri Sept 20
Indelible in the Hippocampus: Writ-
ings from the #MeToo Movement 
Local writers Kamari Bright, Jalayna 
Carter, Sasha LaPointe, and Kristen 
Millares Young, plus editor Shelly 
Oria, will celebrate the release of 
their anthology of fiction, essays, and 
poetry. (Hugo House, 7 pm, free)

Wed Oct 2
 Ijeoma Oluo: ‘So You Want to 

Talk About Race’ with Charles 
Mudede The breakout book by 
Seattle-based writer, speaker, and 
emerging social media icon, Ijeoma 
Oluo offers a fresh, compassionate, 
often witty approach to helping us 
have productive conversations about 
race and navigating these turbulent 
times. DEEPA BHANDARU (Town Hall, 
7:30 pm, $5)

Fri Oct 4
Al Franken The ex-SNL writer and 
performer, ex-senator, and current Al 
Franken Podcast host will revisit his 
years in showbiz and politics. He may 
or may not address the contentious 
circumstances under which he was 
forced to leave the Senate, but he 
does promise insight into the grisly 
realm of Mitch McConnell and co. 
(Paramount Theatre, 8 pm, $25–$75)

Tues Oct 8
 Christof Spieler: An Opinionated 

Atlas of US Transit Why is it taking 
so damn long for American cities to 
get decent public transportation infra-
structure? With his new book Trains, 
Buses, People: An Opinionated Atlas of 
US Transit, the vice president of design 
firm Huitt-Zollars and lecturer at Rice 
University will speak about how we 
can overcome the challenges of transit 
planning. (Town Hall, 12 pm, $5)

Fri Oct 11
 Rachel Maddow: Blowout You 

could stay home and watch Rachel 
Maddow pontificate on cable news 
every weeknight, or you could do 
it in person. Maddow is out with a 
new book about some very bad shit 
international oil and gas companies 
have gotten away with, and their role in 
global politics. It’s also a continuation 
of Maddow’s theme since November 
2016: How, and why, Russia hacked 
the 2016 election. Maddow has, at 
times, drifted into Red Scare territory 
since Trump was elected—nearly 
screaming THE RUSSIANS ARE 
COMING! on air—but who can blame 
her? Donald Trump is actually the 
president. There’s got to be some kind 
of nefarious explanation, right? Right?? 
KH (Benaroya Hall, 8 pm, $62)

Mon Oct 14
Susan Rice: Tough Love The former 
UN ambassador has a new book out 
about her decades of experience in 
diplomacy, through such crises and 
upheavals as the Rwandan genocide, 
the Libyan and Syrian revolutions, 
and the opening of relations between 
Cuba and the US. She also details 
what it was like achieving her career 
goals as a woman of color in a domain 
that’s long been mainly white and 
male. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5/$35)

Tues Oct 15
Sam Singyangwe Social justice- 
focused data scientist Sinyangwe 
founded the activist website We the 
Protestors, which helps to track police 
violence and advance solutions to 
systemic racist repression through 
Campaign Zero. His influence has 
been recognized on Forbes’s 30 
Under 30 list and on the Root 100. 
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Presented by UW Public Lectures. 
(Kane Hall Room 130, 7:30 pm, free)

Sat Oct 19
Ian Urbina: The Outlaw Ocean 
Hear stories of the wild, unpoliced 
ocean from a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
reporter and author who’s witnessed 
this secret frontier of crime, corruption, 
and abuse. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Thurs Oct 24
 Nick Turse Type Media Center 

Fellow, investigative reporter, and 
author of Next Time They’ll Come to 
Count the Dead: War and Survival in 
South Sudan will clue his audience 
in to the U.S.’s significant military 
presence in Africa, which is barely a 
blip in American news. (Kane Hall, 
Room 120, 7:30 pm, free)

Mon Oct 28
 Anand Giridharadas: Winners 

Take All Want some good arguments 
to lob at our Jeff Bezos-worshiping, 
techno-libertarian overlords who think 
Amazon’s “Community Banana Stand” 
serves as a sterling example of corpo-
rate magnanimity? Then pick up a 
copy of former New York Times colum-
nist Anand Giridharadas’s new book, 
Winners Take All: The Elite Charade of 
Changing the World, and buy yourself 
a ticket to his Town Hall lecture. RS 
(Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5/$21)

Tues Oct 29
 Richard Stengel: The Global 

Battle Against Disinformation This 
new book on the plague of weap-
onized disinformation, Information 
Wars: How We Lost the Global Battle 
Against Disinformation and What We 
Can Do About It, comes to us from 
Obama’s Undersecretary of State, 
who’s also the former editor of Time 
magazine. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Wed Oct 30
Tim Wise with Million Belay:  
The Battle for the Future of Food 
According to current projections, 
nearly 10 billion people will live on 
Earth by 2050. How is everyone 
going to get enough to eat? Timothy 
A. Wise, founder of the Small Planet 
Institute and senior research fellow at 
Tufts University’s Global Development 
and Environment Institute, argues that 
small-scale farmers are the future with 
this talk based on his new book, Eating 
Tomorrow. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Tom Mueller: Crisis of Conscience 
All hail whistleblowers, those who risk 
their careers to expose information 
about whatever endangers the public 
or allows corruption to flourish. Muel-
ler’s book examines what motivates 
people to come forward, and why so 
many people fail to act when their 
organization commits fraud. (Elliott 
Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Fri Nov 1
 Meghan Daum: The Problem 

with Everything Daum will read from 
her new book about “the current 
landscape—from Donald Trump’s 
presidency to the #MeToo movement 
and beyond.” The Stranger’s own Katie 
Herzog will moderate. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Wed Nov 6
 Anita Hill Almost three decades 

ago, Anita Hill prefigured the #MeToo 
movement by testifying at Clarence 
Thomas’s Supreme Court confirmation 
hearings, asserting that he had sexu-
ally harassed her. Though Thomas was 
confirmed, and Hill shamefully treated 
(Joe Biden, notably, refused to call 
witnesses to back up her claims), Hill 
stands as a testament to the bravery 
of women who fight back. Now, she’s 
the Chair of the Hollywood Commis-
sion on Sexual Harassment and 
Advancing Equality in the Workplace. 
Hear this important women’s rights 
activist speak about how far we have—
and haven’t—come. (Meany Center for 
the Performing Arts, 7:30 pm, $5)

Mon Nov 18
William Wheeler: State of War 
Award-winning foreign correspon-
dent William Wheeler has roamed 
the world reporting on such critical 
subjects as the Libyan refugee crisis 
in Europe, the European far right, 
geopolitical tensions over the Indus 
River, and the attempted assassi-
nation of Bob Marley. His first book 
uncovers the American roots of the 
civil wars of El Salvador, Honduras, 
and Guatemala, and the rise of the 
notorious MS-13 gang. (Elliott Bay 
Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Thurs Nov 21
 Gloria Steinem Where do you 

start with Gloria Steinem? She’s the 
founder of Ms. magazine, the author 
of half a dozen books, an award-win-
ning activist, and, of course, the most 
famous feminist of her time. Not all 
of Steinem’s positions have proved 
to be enduring: She perpetuated the 
widely debunked “recovered memo-
ries” phenomenon in the 1990s, 
which, for some reason, she has 
never disavowed, and has an almost 
puritanical view of pornography. But 
still, Steinem has done remarkable 
things, and she’s one of the most 
influential women of her generation. 
She’ll be talking about her life in 
feminism when she comes to Seattle. 
KH (Paramount Theatre)

SCIENCE/
NATURE

Mon Sept 16
 David B. Williams: Stories in 

Stone Readers are taken on a tour of 
the city streets to discover underlying 
geology. (Third Place Books Lake 
Forest Park, 7 pm, free)

Thurs Sept 19
Lynda V. Mapes: Witness Tree 
The nature-obsessed Seattle Times 
reporter and author will show how a 
single tree testifies to the effects of 
climate change. (Third Place Books 
Ravenna, 7 pm, free)

Fri Sept 20
Gina Rippon: The Myth of the 
Gendered Brain Recognized cogni-
tive neuroscientist Professor Gina 
Rippon will keep you up to date on 
the science of differences in men and 
women’s brains—or the lack thereof. 
Drawing on her book Gender and Our 
Brains, she promises to expose flaws 
and bias in research on the sexes. 
(Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Tues Sept 24
 Naomi Klein: The Burning Case 

for a Green New Deal The author 
of The Shock Doctrine and This 
Changes Everything isn’t exactly the 
most uplifting of public thinkers, but 
it makes sense: her primary subjects 
are capitalism and climate change. Her 
new work, On Fire: The (Burning) Case 
for a Green New Deal, takes a slightly 
more optimistic view, arguing that the 
US can and should enact the Green 
New Deal, a nationwide project that 
could, if done right, rebuild our crum-
bling infrastructure while also ending 
our reliance on fossil fuels. Klein, like 
many proponents of the GND, has 
tied this movement to a divorce with 
capitalism, and while this might not 
play in Congress, I have a feeling she’ll 
find a sympathetic audience in Seattle. 
KH (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Wed Sept 25
 Jonathan Safran Foer: Saving 

the Planet Begins at Breakfast 
Listen, we can’t be eating breakfast 
sausages anymore. We can’t be eating 
lunch sausages or dinner sausages 
or dessert sausages for that matter, 
either. I’m sorry, but we lost that privi-
lege when we decided we wanted to 
turn the earth into one giant concen-
trated animal feeding operation. Or 
at least that’s what Jonathan Safran 
Foer, author of Everything Is Illuminated 
(totally great) and Eating Animals 
(very good), is here to argue in his 
brand-new book, We Are the Weather: 

Saving the Planet Begins at Breakfast. 
Show up to this reading at Town Hall 
and learn how to save the planet by 
not literally succumbing to every desire 
you’ve ever had for once in your life. RS 
(Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Thurs Sept 26
Isabella Tree: A Farm’s Return to 
the Wild Isabelle Tree will read from 
her book Wilding – The Return of 
Nature to an English Farm. Learn how 
she and her environmentalist husband 
decided to let their farmland in West 
Sussex go back to nature, reclaiming 
its former biodiversity. (Town Hall, 
7:30 pm, $5)

Sat Sept 28
Alexandra Horowitz: Our Dogs, 
Ourselves Canine cognition scientist 
Horowitz will present her follow-up 
to Inside of a Dog: What Dogs See, 
Smell, and Know, in which she delves 
into the strange paradoxes of dog 
ownership. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Sun Sept 29
Kit Chapman: Superheavy Find out 
how superheavy elements are synthe-
sized and why we should care about 
them. (Third Place Books Ravenna, 
7 pm, free)

Thurs Oct 3
Florence Williams: The Nature Fix 
Why do you feel better about life after 
immersing yourself in the woods? 
Williams, a journalist, author, and the 
contributing editor of Outside maga-
zine, investigates the psychology of 
forest bathing. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$5)

Sun Oct 13
Lawrence Millman: Exploring 
the World of Mushroom Lore In 
Fungipedia: A Brief Compendium 
of Mushroom Lore, Millman offers 
glimpses of the fascinating world 
of mushrooms and their effects on 
human society, ranging from fungal 
reproduction to the mycological schol-
arship of Beatrix Potter and George 
Washington Carver to the effects of 
climate change on fungi. (Town Hall, 
7:30 pm, $5)

Wed Oct 16
Melanie Mitchell: A Thinking 
Human’s Guide to AI Computer 
scientist Mitchell, a collaborator of 
Douglas Hofstadter, addresses the 
frightening and exciting possibilities of 
artificial intelligence in her book Arti-
ficial Intelligence: A Guide for Thinking 
Humans. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Oct 27–29
Akashinga: The Brave Ones 
At this National Geographic Live 
presentation, learn about the 
exploits of a troupe of all-women 
rangers in Zimbabwe known as 
Akashinga (“the Brave Ones”) from 
the man who trained them: former 
Australian special forces member and 
subsequent conservationist Damien 
Mander. (Benaroya Hall, $28–$50)

Sun Nov 17
 Ampersand Live Forterra pres-

ents Ampersand Live, a multimedia 
storytelling event “about people and 
place.” (Moore Theatre, 7:30 pm, 
$15–$45)

SOCIOLOGY/
PSYCHOLOGY

Mon Sept 16
 Caitlin Doughty: Will My Cat 

Eat My Eyeballs? No one might 
know what happens when you 
die, but funeral director, mortician, 
and YouTube star Caitlin Doughty 
can certainly answer less ethereal 
questions about death. For instance: 
Do people poop when they die? And 
how do I get a Viking funeral? And, 
of course, will my cat eat my eyeballs 
out when I die alone on my kitchen 
floor after choking on a cupcake? 
Doughty’s new book answers these 
questions and many more, and like 
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all her work, will help demystify the 
most inevitable and perhaps most 
mysterious part of being alive: dying. 
KH (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Thurs Sept 19
Pam Grossman: Waking the Witch 
In case you haven’t left the house 
or opened Instagram lately: Witches 
are BIG right now. The host of Witch 
Wave podcast/co-founder of the 
Occult Humanities Conference will 
talk about this legacy of supernat-
urally powerful women and their 
portrayal in culture. (Third Place 
Books Seward Park, 7 pm, free)

Fri Sept 20
Brad Smith: Promise and Peril 
in the Digital Age The Microsoft 
president will read from Tools and 
Weapons, co-written with Carol Ann 
Browne, about the urgent need to 
address the risks and challenges 
engendered by new technology: 
invasion of privacy, cybercrimes, AI 
complications, and more. (Town Hall, 
7:30 pm, $5)

Sun Sept 22
Leta Hong Fincher: China’s 
Feminist Awakening In her book 
Betraying Big Brother, Fincher brings 
to light the suppressed history of 
feminism in China, using, among other 
resources, interviews with the “Feminist 
Five”—five women activists who were 
jailed by the government in 2015—as 
well as lawyers, civil rights and labor 
advocates, performance artists, and 
others. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Mon Sept 23
Chase Jarvis: Following Your 
Creative Calling Local photographer 
and advocate for everyday creativity 
will talk about his “IDEA’” system, which 
stands for “Imagine, Design, Execute, 
Amplify.” (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

 Malcolm Gladwell Gladwell 
kicks off SAL’s Literary Arts Series, 
with a reading from his new book 
Talking to Strangers: What We Should 
Know About the People We Don’t 
Know, which is good news for people 
who are into that kind of thing. To 
me, Gladwell represents the revival 
of the worst impulses in American 
storytelling and journalism. He is king 
of the metaphorically resonant but 
ultimately meaningless comparison, 
and he’s obsessed with overblowing 
the claims of cherry-picked studies. 
That said, Kirkus gave his new book 
a starred review, so it’ll probably read 
well. RS (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$20/$35)

Tues Oct 1
Ariel Meadow Stallings & Kristen 
J. Sollée: A Feminist Conversation 
About Witches, Sluts, and Pussies 
Seattle publisher Ariel Meadow 
Stallings (Offbeat Empire) will speak 
with Kristen Sollée about her new 
book Cat Call: Reclaiming the Feral 
Feminine, in which she examines the 
venerable connection of the image of 
the cat with feminine sexuality. (Ada’s 
Technical Books, 6 pm, $5/$17)

Julie Lythcott-Haims The former 
dean of freshmen at Stanford and 
best-selling author of How to Raise an 
Adult: Break Free of the Overparenting 
Trap and Prepare Your Kid for Success 
and Real American: A Memoir will 
speak, presumably on the topics of her 
popular books: helicopter parenting 
and fighting against the harm of racist 
microaggressions, respectively. (Kane 
Hall Room 130, 7:30 pm, free)

Fri Oct 4
Paul Tough: Who Needs College 
The author of Helping Children 
Succeed, How Children Succeed, 
and other works will expand upon 
insights from his latest book, The Years 
That Matter Most, a study of teens on 
the brink of college life in which he 
addresses several crucial questions: Is 
college a chance for advancement or 
a tool for the wealthy to preserve their 
status? How do administrators decide 
who gets into college, and what role 
does finance play in these choices? 
(Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Mon Oct 7
Fatima Bhutto: New Kings of the 
World New trends from Turkish, Indian, 
Middle Eastern, and South Korean 
media are sweeping the world, from 
the films of the Bollywood megastar 
Shah Rukh Khan to the YouTube 
dominance of Asian pop. Bhutto 
teases out the sociological ramifica-
tions of this revolution in global culture. 
Cyrus Habib, Washington’s current 
lieutenant governor, will moderate. 
(Elliott Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Tues Oct 15
 Tim Egan: A Pilgrimage to 

Eternity The beloved author of The 
Immortal Irishman, The Big Burn, and 
other works of history, travel writing, 
and true crime tackles nothing less 
than Christendom itself. As he travels 
the Via Francigena, a route to Rome 
via France and Switzerland, Egan 
reflects on the history of the Catholic 
Church and its current upheaval in 
secular Europe and beyond. (Town 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $35/$40)

ART/DESIGN

Thurs Oct 10
Tyler Sprague: Sculpture on a 
Grand Scale  Sprague will read from 
his portrait of Jack Christensen, the 
structural engineer of the doomed 
Kingdome, and discuss other “thin-
shell engineer-designers” who’ve used 
a similar grandly scaled, modern, mini-
malist style. (University Book Store,  
6 pm, free)

Wed Oct 30
 Philip Deloria: Becoming 

Mary Sully This professor of Native 
American and Indigenous history at 
Harvard University, author of Indians in 
Unexpected Places and Playing Indian, 
will speak about the oeuvre of Dakota 
Sioux artist Mary Sully. Completely 
under the radar of white art critics 
and even Native art historians, Sully 
worked from the ‘20s to the ‘40s, 
marrying modern abstraction with 
“indigenous women’s expressive 
traditions of the northern Plains.” 
Deloria will argue for Sully’s place in 
the canon. (Kane Hall, Room 120, 
7:30 pm, free)

Thurs Nov 21
Robin Layton: the lake Love Lake 
Washington? So does Pulitzer Prize 
nominee/Nikon ambassador Robin 
Layton, whose new art book, limited 
to 2,000 copies, captures the body 
of water over four seasons. Windham 
Hill Records founder and Grammy 
winner William Ackerman will accom-
pany this multimedia presentation of 
Layton’s images, lending the lovely 
strains of guitar to videos and photos. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $42–$57)

MUSIC/
PERFORMING 
ARTS

Mon Sept 23
Ian Brennan: Silenced by Sound 
The Grammy-winning producer 
explodes the myth that pop culture 
operates by merit by mining his 
own experiences in the arts and by 
highlighting neglected talents around 
the world. To drive home his point, 
Rwandan musical trio the Good Ones, 
made up of genocide survivors, will 
play at this reading and signing. (Elliott 
Bay Book Company, 7 pm, free)

Thurs Sept 26
Craven Rock: Juggalo Country 
Get some insight into the (perhaps 
unjustly) infamous Juggalos, aka the 
hardcore fans of the Insane Clown 
Posse and other like acts. (Third Place 
Books Seward Park, 7 pm, free)

Wed Oct 23
 Hanif Abdurraqib Hanif Abdurraqib 

writes good poetry about music, and 
he writes good music criticism using 
the tools of poetry. Combining 
personal narrative with an electric 
analytical mind, Abdurraqib has made 
me consider the work of artists like 
Celine Dion, Macklemore, and Carly 
Rae Jepsen more deeply than I ever 
imagined I would. His essay about 
going to see a Bruce Springsteen 
show after visiting Michael Brown’s 
plaque is a must-read, too. So, when 
news came out that Abdurraqib was 
working on a biography / book-length 
personal essay about his love for A 
Tribe Called Quest, Go Ahead in the 
Rain, I jumped for joy. RS (Town Hall, 
7:30 pm, $10)

WRITING 
TECHNIQUE

Fri Oct 18
 Chris Abani: Mining for Awe 

Nigerian author and activist Abani was 
jailed three times and even sentenced 
to death in his own country for his 
political writings. Nevertheless, he 
has held on to a sense of awe and 
compassion. Learn from his approach 
at this Word Works talk. (Hugo House, 
7 pm, $15/$30)

Thurs Nov 14
Tom Perrotta: Laughter Is Only the 
Beginning The observer of suburban 
malaise (Mrs. Fletcher, The Leftovers, 
Little Children, Election) will talk satire, 

David Sedaris
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10
The beloved humorist makes his annual Seattle 
stop. (Benaroya Hall)
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Between 1920 and 1940, Dakota Sioux artist 
Mary Sully created a unique portfolio of 
art, unknown to contemporary American or 
American Indian art history. In this talk, Deloria 
will offer close readings of several images to 
make the case that Sully’s art belongs in, and 
alters, the canon of American and American 
Indian arts of the twentieth century.
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comedy, and realism. (Hugo House,  
7 pm, $15/$30)

HEALTH

Wed Sept 25
 Timothy Faust: Single Payer 

Health Care and What Comes Next 
Why have we been waiting so long 
for single-payer health care? Timothy 
Faust, a data scientist, journalist, 
advocate, and author of Health Justice 
Now, will delve into the possibilities 
for fair and affordable health care and 
the obstacles to its implementation. 
(Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

Sun Sept 29
 Jenny Brown: The Abortion 

Struggle Now Feminist Jenny 
Brown was one of the plaintiffs in 
the legal case that brought us over-
the-counter access to Plan B, the 
“morning-after pill.” Now she’ll appear 
with her book Without Apology: The 
Abortion Struggle Now, in which she’ll 
trace the history of abortion in the 
US and argue for a new approach to 
rallying around reproductive rights. 
Brown will be joined by local Shout 
Your Abortion activist Amelia Bonow. 
(Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $5)

YOUNG ADULT

Tues Sept 17
 Gabby Rivera: Juliet Takes 

a Breath The editor of the queer 
women-focused website Auto-
straddle is the first Latina to work for 
Marvel. The SyFy network anointed 
Rivera one of the top comic creators 
of 2017, and NBC named her a 
#Pride30 Innovator in the same year. 
She’s released a coming-of-age 
young adult novel about a “self-pro-
claimed closeted Puerto Rican baby 
dyke from the Bronx” who snags an 
internship with her favorite feminist 
writer. (Third Place Books Seward 
Park, 7 pm, free)

Sun Oct 27
TEDxYouth Seattle This youth 
version of TedxSeattle invites 
speakers aged 13 to 21 to expound 
on the theme “It’s Time.” (Seattle 
Academy of Arts and Sciences,  
1–5 pm, $24–$54)

MISCELLA-
NEOUS

Tues Sept 17
Marie Forleo: Everything Is Figure-
outable Business mentor and Oprah 
favorite Forleo, founder of the online 
B-School and host of Marie TV, will 
share her knowledge about entrepre-
neurship. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $33)

Sept 19–22
&Now Festival of Innovative 
Writing This biennial, which welcomes 
academics and independent scholars 
and writers, will present “fiction, 
poetry, and staged play readings; 
literary rituals, performance pieces 
(digital, sound, and otherwise), 
electronic and multimedia projects; 
and inter-genre literary work of all 
kinds.” Keynote speakers will include 
LaTasha N. Nevada Diggs, Barbara 
Browning, and Nathaniel Mackey. 
(UW Bothell, $100)

Fri Sept 20
 Surreal Storytelling with 

Strange Women: One Year Anni-
versary Celebrate one year of Kate 
Berwanger’s excellent series, which, 
for this special edition, will feature 
speculative fiction writer Carol A. 
Petrie, artist/writer/death doula 
apprentice Carrie Redway, fantasy/
sci-fi/horror author Ellen Meny, poet 
Emma Aylor, feminist fiction writer 
G.G. Silverman, “Fat Femme Jewish 
Word Witch, Tarot Reader & Creatrix 
from a lineage of Priestesses” Hazel 
Fern, young adult novelist Helen K. 
Thomas, and multigenre writer Kate 
Bernatche. Bring cash to shop from 
vendors! (Vermillion, 7 pm, $10/$25)

Fri Sept 27
Hugo Literary Series: The Great 
Divide Novelist Jayne Anne Phillips, 
graphic memoirist Mira Jacob, and 
magical realist Ruth Joffre will present 
work on the theme of divisions, 
boundaries, and other rifts at this kick 
off of Hugo House’s Literary Series. 
With music by Ghosting the Hostess. 
(Hugo House, 7:30 pm, free)

Thurs Oct 3
Ignite Seattle #40 Ignite Seattle is 
back with their fast-paced take on 
public speaking and education. At this 
event, each presenter is allotted five 
minutes and 20 PowerPoint slides 
(each 15 seconds long) to make a 
point about a topic of their choosing. 
(Town Hall, 6:30 pm, $0–$10)

Sat Oct 12
Washington State Book Awards 
2019 Find out the winners of this 
year’s Washington State Book 
Awards, which are judged by librar-
ians, bookstore owners, and book-
sellers. After the announcements, 
there will be signings, book sales, and 
mingling with such terrific writers as 
Kim Fu, Katrina Carrasco, Nicola Grif-
fith, Charles Johnson, Robin Oliveira, 
Angela Garbes, Michele Bombardier, 
and many others. (Central Library,  
7 pm, free)

Thurs Oct 24
 Lit Crawl Seattle Seattle is a 

haven for literary arts, and during this 
free, one-night-only event, locals are 
invited to soak it up during a night 
of booze and book loving, when a 
huge number of bars, cafes, and busi-
nesses on Capitol Hill present writers 
and artists in events ranging from 
straightforward readings to cooking 
demos to performances. LP (Capitol 
Hill, 6 pm–12 am, free)

Fri Nov 22
Hugo Literary Series: Taking 
Liberties Local writers and musicians 
Juan Felipe Herrera, Richard Chiem, 
Amber Flame, and others will explore 
the concept of “taking liberties.” 
(Hugo House, 7:30 pm, $12–$25)

Sat Nov 23
TedxSeattle This independently 
organized TED event promises fast-
paced and engaging presentations 
with illustrious speakers. (McCaw 
Hall, $90–$230)

First Wednesday
 Silent Reading Party The Silent 

Reading Party is one of the weirdest, 

most wonderful parties you’ll ever go 
to, because no one talks to you and 
you can get some reading done. You 
curl up on a couch or in a wingback 
chair with a book or magazine or 
whatever you feel like reading, while 
Paul Moore plays piano and waiters 
bring you things. Whenever Paul 
starts playing Erik Satie, I find myself 
staring into the fireplace or closing 
my eyes and melting into the couch. 
The reading party is now in its 10th 
year, and is so popular that there is 
often a line out the door just to get a 
seat. CF (Hotel Sorrento, 6 pm, free)

OPEN MIC/
STORYTELLING

Wed Sept 25
Bawdy Storytelling in Seattle 
Storytellers, porn stars, sex educators, 
and others will gush over their sexual 
escapades live. Think The Moth, but 
dirtier. (Re-bar, 8 pm, $20–$30)

Thurs Sept 26
The Story Collider Hear five 
personal stories from scientists 
and laypeople about environmental 
science at the first Story Collider 
show to visit Seattle. (The Royal 
Room, 7:30 pm, $12/$15)

Sat Oct 12
Together Live The acclaimed 
inspirational showcase of storytelling 
and music has featured “Sophia Bush, 
Alicia Keys, Reese Witherspoon, 
Glennon Doyle, Cheryl Strayed, Abby 
Wambach, Ibtihaj Muhammad, Sabrina 
Jalees, MILCK, and more.” (Moore 
Theatre, 7 pm, $25–$99)

Third And First Monday
Works in Progress Open Mic This 
ultra-supportive but intellectually 
engaged environment is perfect for 
writers of all levels who want to tackle 
any form of the written word. Prepare 
to hear material that might burn the 
most sensitive of ears. (Hugo House, 
7 pm, free)

First Thursday, Third Friday
 Seattle StorySLAM A live 

amateur storytelling competition in 
which audience members who put 
their names in a hat are randomly 
chosen to tell stories on a theme. 
Local comedians tend to show up, but 
lots of nonperformers get in on the 
action as well. First Thursday readings 
take place at the Fremont Abbey, 
followed by third Friday events at St. 
Mark’s Cathedral. (Various locations, 
8 pm, $10)

Books & Talks

Caitlin Doughty
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
The funeral director and author demystifies 
death, live. (Town Hall)

MARA ZEHLER

LARRY CARLTON  “THE 1978 
ALBUM/STEELY DAN”
SEPTEMBER 19 – 22, $50.50 
19 time Grammy nominated and 4 time Grammy winning 
guitarist with studio credits to include musicians and 
groups like Steely Dan, Joni Mitchell, Michael Jackson, 
Sammy Davis Jr., Herb Alpert, Quincy Jones, Bobby Bland, 
Dolly Parton, Linda Ronstadt and literally dozens of others.

HOT CLUB OF COWTOWN
SEPTEMBER 24 – 25, $30.50
Austin-based Western swing Hall-Of-Famers on tour in 
support of their latest album “What Makes Bob Holler?” 

BILLY COBHAM CROSSWINDS 
PROJECT FEATURING RANDY 
BRECKER
OCTOBER 3 – 6, $34.50
~ 75th Birthday Celebration Tour ~ 
“Acclaimed as fusion’s greatest drummer.” – AllMusic.com  
Panamanian-American jazz drummer who came to 
prominence in the late 60’s & 70’s with trumpeter Miles 
Davis and then with the Mahavishnu Orchestra.

DAVINA AND THE VAGABONDS
OCTOBER 29 – 30, $32.50
Bluesy old-school lounge music with a 21st century twist!

SAVION GLOVER
NOVEMBER 4 – 6, $50.00
Famous tap dancer, choreographer, and actor Glover is 
the epitome of a living legend.

TAJ MAHAL QUARTET
NOVEMBER 22 – 24, 26TH & 27TH,  
29 – 30, AND DECEMBER 1, $50.00
International blues treasure, Mahal has done much to 
reshape the definition and scope of blues music during 
his 40+ year career by fusing it with nontraditional 
forms, including sounds from the Caribbean, Africa and 
the South Pacific.

2033 6th Ave. | 206.441.9729
all ages | free parking

full schedule at jazzalley.com

http://jazzalley.com/
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Music

CLASSICAL

Sept 19–21
 Mahler Symphony No. 1 Thomas 

Dausgaard officially takes the reins 
as music director of the Seattle 
Symphony Orchestra with this inter-
pretation of Mahler No. 1. Critics judge 
symphonies on their ability to handle 
Mahler’s subtleties, grandiosities, 
and complexities, and Dausgaard 
knows his Mahler, so this program 
will be a good indicator of how well 
the orchestra and their (sort of) new 
conductor are gelling. Brahms’ Second 
Piano Concerto and Flounce by Finnish 
composer Lotta Wennäkoski will share 
the bill with Mahler. Flounce is full of 
jagged melodies and surprising bursts 
of brightness, which will start the 
season off on a lively, optimistic note. 
RS (Benaroya Hall, $24–$134)

Fri Sept 20
Cellista San Francisco Bay Area-
based post-classical artist Cellista 
will perform selections from her 
latest album Transfigurations, which 
blends multiple mediums for a sound 
informed by classical traditions, pop, 
hip-hop, and ambient noise. (Chapel 
Performance Space, 8 pm, $5–$15)

Sat Sept 21
 Berta Rojas Internationally 

renowned classical guitarist Berta Rojas 
will show off the chops that led her to 
be thrice nominated for Latin Grammy 
Awards in this warm and joyous 
program. (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $40)

Sept 21, Oct 26 & Nov 23
First Concerts Series The First 
Concerts series is a collection of 
monthly events that are designed 
to introduce kids ages 3 to 5 to all 
the different families of instruments 
within the orchestra, with instruction 
by members of the Seattle Symphony. 
(Benaroya Hall, $12)

Sun Sept 22
reSound Concert with Port 
Gardner Bay Music Society Pacific 
Northwest chamber ensemble 
reSound will present a program of 
sacred and secular choral music by 
local composer Michael Austin Miller 
in collaboration with the Port Gardner 
Bay Music Society. (Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church, 3 pm, $5–$15)

Town Music: You Had Me at Cello 
Witness the expansive range of 
the cello as Efe Baltacigil, Seattle 
Symphony’s principal cellist, performs a 
repertoire of both classical and modern 
pieces. (Town Hall, 7:30 pm, $15/$20)

Sept 26–28
 Mussorgsky: Pictures at an 

Exhibition Can’t go wrong with Ravel’s 
arrangement of Modest Mussorgsky’s 
Pictures at an Exhibition, a bold and 
colorful composition based on a 
number of paintings by Viktor Hart-
mann, whose sudden death at the age 
of 39 shocked the Russian art world 
in the 1870s. Everybody always talks 
about the piano in this composition, 
but for me, it’s all about the brass. The 
last four minutes of this thing make 
you feel like you’re a golden eagle 
soaring through the golden heavens 
with a golden fish in your golden talons, 
screaming about the eternal strength 
and perseverance of the mother 
country or whatever. Meanwhile, Daniel 
Müller-Schott, who the New York Times 
called “a magnetic young German 
cellist,” will stop by to play Dvořák’s 
fantastic Cello Concerto. Not to be 
missed. RS (Benaroya Hall, $24–$134)

Fri Sept 27
Different Drummer Different Drummer 
is comprised of violinist Brandon Vance, 
cellist Gretchen Yanover, bassist Anna 
Doak, and percussionist Don Dieterich, 

and together they step out of orchestral 
traditions to create a wholly unique 
sound founded upon the spirit of collab-
oration. (Chapel Performance Space, 8 
pm, $12–$17)

Sat Sept 28
Gandhi 150 Years Memorial 
Concert: Ronu Majumdar & Seattle 
Peace Chorus The Seattle Peace 
Chorus with bansuri (a North Indian 
side-blown flute) master Ronu 
Majumdar and tabla player Ravi 
Albright will honor the 150 years of 
inspirational civil disobedience and 
social activism since Gandhi’s birth. 
(Green Lake Methodist Church, 7:30 
pm, $0–$22)

The Sound Ensemble: Reflec-
tions A musical meditation centered 
on community development and 
self-awareness with a featured solo 
by violinist Marley Erickson. (Chapel 
Performance Space, 7 pm, $15/$20)

Sun Sept 29
Seattle Baroque Orchestra: Bach’s 
Brandenburg Concertos 2 and 4 
Musicians of the baroque variety 
will perform notable works by Bach, 
including his second and fourth Bran-
denburg Concertos, a triple concerto 
by Telemann, a double concerto by 
Brescianello, and a concerto grosso by 
Hassmann. (Benaroya Hall, 2:30 pm, 
$32–$47)

Tues Oct 1
Garrick Ohlsson Known for his 
mastery of Chopin, Schubert, Mozart, 
and Beethoven, as well as his 
legendary win at the International 
Chopin Competition four decades 
ago, pianist Garrick Ohlsson will return 
to Seattle. (Meany Center for the 
Performing Arts, 7:30 pm, $59)

Wed Oct 2
Anne Sofie von Otter & Kristian 
Bezuidenhout Internationally 
renowned mezzo-soprano Anne Sofie 
von Otter will partner with pianist and 

keyboard artist Kristian Bezuidenhout 
for an evening set of Mozart and 
Schubert pieces for piano and vocals. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $27–$125)

Oct 4–5
The Percussion: 5, 6 Pick Up Sticks 
This Tiny Tots concert will feature a 
counting journey that takes your child 
around the world courtesy of every 
member of the percussion family, 
designed to introduce kids ages 0 to 
five to this group of rhythmic instru-
ments in the orchestra. (Benaroya 
Hall, $12)

Oct 4–6
 Warner Bros. Studios Presents 

Bugs Bunny at the Symphony 30th 
Anniversary Edition If you watched 
the Looney Tunes cartoons as a child, 
you probably have their music imprinted 
on your brain. This 30th anniversary 
program with Seattle Symphony and 
guest conductor George Daugherty 
celebrates the most famous characters 
(Bugs Bunny, obviously, but also Daffy 
Duck, Elmer Fudd, Wile E. Coyote, and 
Road Runner) with screen projections 
while the symphony plays the series’ 
original scores, which touches on 
classics like The Rabbit of Seville 
and Rhapsody Rabbit plus fresh, new 
Warner Bros. 3D theatrical shorts. Get 
ready to have your nostalgia tapped. LP 
(Benaroya Hall, $35–$101)

Oct 4–8
Pacific MusicWorks Underground: 
Bachtoberfest Get hammered for 
a good cause—that is, supporting 
the upcoming season of Pacific 
MusicWorks Underground. The 15th 
annual Bachtoberfest will feature a 
performance by the Underground 
House Band with soprano Linda 
Tsatsanis and a blend of baroque music 
with drinks, pub quizzes, and games. 
(Oct 4: Epiphany Parish, 7:30 pm, $35; 
Oct 5: St. Augustine’s in-the-woods, 
7:30 pm, $0–$25; Oct 6: Resonance 
at SOMA Towers, 3 pm, $25; Oct 8: 
Capitol Cider, 7 pm, $15/$25)

Sat Oct 5
Brass Band Northwest Concert 
Brass Band Northwest will open their 
season with a program of digestible 
classics and pops, with music pulled 
from their summer repertoire. (St. 
Peter’s United Methodist Church, 3 pm)

OSSCS: Origins Orchestra Seattle — 
Seattle Chamber Singers will kick off 
their 50th season with an exploration 
of creation amidst Carol Sam’s The 
Earthmakers, Darius Milhaud’s La 
création du monde, and the world 
premiere of Carlos Garcia’s fanfare, 
Vast Array. (First Free Methodist 
Church, 7:30 pm, $10–$30)

Wed Oct 9
 Bryce Dessner’s Triptych (Eyes 

of One on Another) Composer Bryce 
Dessner (one of the twins in indie rock 
group the National) brings together 
vocal geniuses Roomful of Teeth, 
librettist Korde Arrington Tuttle, and a 
chamber orchestra to interrogate three 
of Mapplethorpe’s portfolios. Those 
portfolios—X, Y, Z, which take as their 
subjects gay S&M figures, flowers, and 
nude black men, respectively—sparked 
an obscenity trial in Ohio in the early 
1990s, because self-delusion in Ohio 
runs deep. While you could hardly ask for 
a more fascinating array of talent here, 
the New York Times could barely hide its 
disdain for Dessner’s “meager” tribute, 
calling it “a blandly brooding, affectlessly 
luminous score.” The shade is so thick in 
that review that this thing might be worth 
a fact check, if not a hate-watch. RS 
(Moore Theatre, 8 pm, $50–$83)

 Lang Lang with the Seattle 
Symphony Classical music pianist 
Lang Lang, heralded by the New York 
Times as “the hottest artist on the 
classical music planet,” will perform an 
evening recital of classical masterworks. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $82–$167)

Oct 10 & 12
Mozart Jupiter Symphony Mozart’s 
41st symphony, known simply as 
“Jupiter,” is as massive and imposing as 

the planet it emulates. It will be paired 
with Bach’s Fourth Concerto and Olga 
Neuwirth’s Aello with Thomas Daus-
gaard conducting the Swedish Chamber 
Orchestra. (Benaroya Hall, $24–$134)

Fri Oct 11
Cathedrals XXVI: Choir! Choir! 
Choir! Choir! Choir! Choir! is a 
collective of talented singers from 
around Toronto who have a knack for 
creating expansive new arrangements 
of pop songs. They’ve performed with 
the likes of Patti Smith, Tegan and 
Sara, and many others. Tonight, they’ll 
invite the audience into their process 
by giving each person who shows up a 
lyric sheet, teaching the arrangement, 
and recording the process. (Saint 
Mark’s Cathedral, 7:30 pm, $0–$20)

Selections From Density 2036: 
Claire Chase In Recital In 2014, 
flutist Claire Chase began Density 
2036, a 23-year project in which she 
builds upon an entirely new repertoire 
for solo flute each year until 2036, 
which will mark the 100th anniversary 
of Edgard Varèse’s 1936 composition, 
Density 21.5. (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 
pm, $25)

Sat Oct 12
Kelly Hall-Tompkins The 
Grammy-nominated and Broad-
way-acclaimed violinist will present 
a program of solo arrangements 
adapted from Fiddler on the Roof. 
(Edmonds Center for the Arts, 7:30 
pm, $19–$49)

Oct 14 & Dec 2
Indigo Mist Indigo Mist—featuring 
trumpeter Cuong Vu, pianist Richard 
Karpen, drummer Ted Poor, and 
electronics manipulator Juan Pampin, all 
UW faculty members—released a fasci-
nating album in 2014, That the Days Go 
by and Never Come Again, that revels in 
bold improvisations and inventive covers 
of standards. On this night, they’ll bust 
out a program of all-new, original music. 
DS (The Royal Room, 7:30 pm, $15)

Wed Oct 16
 Max Richter Performing with 

American Contemporary Music 
Ensemble and Grace Davidson My 
intro to German-born UK-based avant 
composer Max Richter came via The 
Leftovers, that fantastic yet short-lived 
post-apocalyptic HBO series from 
Damon Lindelof. Richter scored the 
show’s main theme, and numerous 
moments throughout the series, to 
dramatic, exquisite, evocative effect. His 
Leftovers work made you feel things, 
deeply. He’s also been tapped for loads 
of other film and TV soundtracks—
Arrival, Black Mirror, Mary Queen of 
Scots—in addition to releasing eight 
albums that vary between ambient, 
classical, and post-minimalist sounds. In 
2015, he released Sleep, an 8.5-hour-
long “listening experience” meant to 
score a full night’s rest. He performed it 
in its entirety outdoors in Los Angeles’s 
Grand Park. Audience members were 
spread out on 560 beds and it was 
timed so that the final movement 
occurred at dawn. The group he played 
with included members of the American 
Contemporary Music Ensemble 
(ACME), and singer Grace Davidson, 
both of whom will be joining Richter for 
his Seattle date. No idea what’s on the 
program but I bet it will be stunning. LP 
(Moore Theatre, 7:30 pm, $32–$76)

Oct 17–20
 Mozart’s Requiem Mozart’s stun-

ning and famously unfinished Requiem 
presents a musical bridge between life 
and death. Get ready for the Seattle 
Choral Company’s alternately apoca-
lyptic and angelic “Confutatis,” which 
is one of the most intense passages 
of music ever written. The symphony 
is putting two other requiems on the 
program—Toru Takemitsu’s Requiem 
for String Orchestra and Karl Amadeus 
Hartmann’s Concerto funebre—giving 
the audience an opportunity to explore 
Classical-era and contemporary 
interpretations of death. A natural 
choice for the middle of October, when 
Seattle shuffles off the last few rays of 
autumnal light and grows gloomier. RS 
(Benaroya Hall, $24–$134)

Fri Oct 18
Concert on the Flentrop Organ: 
Christopher Houlihan In a recurring 
series, Christopher Houlihan—a gifted 
up-and-coming concert organist—
will perform a program including 
Buxtehudes’ Praeludium in G minor, 
Schumann’s Four Sketches, and selec-
tions from various Vierne symphonies. 
(Saint Mark’s Cathedral, 7:30 pm, 
$15/$20)

 [untitled] 1 I love the Seattle 
Symphony’s [untitled] series. The 
concert happens later in the evening 
(10 pm) in the lobby of Benaroya 
Hall. Some dress more casually for 
the event, others dress to the nines 
because they’re the kind of people 
who do that. The people-watching 
is excellent and the music is always 
contemporary and daring. At this itera-
tion, the symphony presents an evening 
of sacred music by Venetian composer 
Gabrieli interwoven with the works of 
contemporary American composers 
Schuller, Sampson, and DiLorenzo. RS 
(Benaroya Hall, 10 pm, $15)

Sat Oct 19
Eastern Memories on the Western 
Wind: Songs of Home The 35th 
annual concert in the “East Meets 
West” series is a showcase of 
Chinese classical selections with 
a twist: favored orchestrations 
from China are paired with beloved 
Western pieces, all of which are 
played on traditional instruments 
hailing from both cultures, with 
featured performances by the Pacifica 
Chamber Orchestra, the Northwest 
Chinese Guzheng Orchestra, and 
the U.S. China Music Ensemble. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7 pm, $25–$30)

By Charles Mudede, Leilani Polk, Dave Segal, 
Kim Selling, and Rich Smith

Tinariwen
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7

Mali's renowned 40-year-old Tuareg group stages a concert of soulful desert blues. (Benaroya Hall) 

MARIE PLANEILLE
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Honesty: The Strength of Sincerity 
Choral group the Esoterics will lean 
heavily on the theme of honesty for 
the penultimate show of their 26th 
concert season, with performances 
of texts in English, Mandarin, and 
ancient Greek. (Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church, 8 pm, $15/$22)

The Magic Flute Bring your kids 
(ages 6 to 12) to this concert that 
will feature selections from Mozart’s 
masterpiece opera, which blends myth 
and fantasy to convey the message 
that love truly conquers all. Plus, you’ll 
hear Mendelssohn’s glittering overture 
from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, a 
piece once referred to as “the greatest 
marvel of early maturity that the world 
has ever seen in music” by contem-
porary music scholar George Grove. 
(Benaroya Hall, 11 am, $15–$25)

Symphony Tacoma: Romeo & Juliet 
Symphony Tacoma will revive Prokof-
iev’s Suites from Romeo & Juliet for a 
lush production featuring actors from 
Tacoma’s School of the Arts enacting 
excerpts from Shakespeare’s Romeo & 
Juliet throughout the piece. (Pantages 
Theater, 7:30 pm, $24–$83)

Oct 19–20
Rainier Symphony - The Sum of 
All Parts For the first concert of their 
39th season, the Rainier Symphony 
will delve into celebratory pieces by 
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, Franz Liszt, 
and Jean Sibelius. (Foster Performing 
Arts Center, $0–$22)

Oct 19–20
Gallery Concerts: Crossing the 
Rhine Gallery Concerts will present a 
program of works from both France 
and Germany, whose artistic and 
cultural traditions were especially 
intertwined throughout the 17th 
century. (Queen Anne Christian 
Church, $35)

Oct 19 & 23
Northwest Symphony Orchestra: 
National Parks The Northwest 
Symphony Orchestra will present a 
program of pieces centered on nature, 
our diverse environments, and the 
multi-leveled splendor of our national 
park system. (Oct 19: Federal Way 
Performing Arts and Event Center, 7:30 
pm; Oct 23: Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm)

Mon Oct 21
Cascade Symphony Orchestra: 
Brahms’ Passion Join the Cascade 
Symphony Orchestra as they perform 
powerful pieces fit for the autumn, 
like Copland’s Suite from Billy the Kid, 

Haydn’s Cello Concerto in D Major 
with Amos Yang on cello, and Brahms’ 
Symphony No.1. (Edmonds Center for 
the Arts, 7:30 pm, $10–$27)

Oct 24 & 26
Schumann Piano Concerto The 
Seattle Symphony will capture 
the essence of blooming love in 
Schumann’s Piano Concerto and 
the regal awe of Mendelssohn’s 
Third Symphony. (Benaroya Hall, 
$24–$134)

Fri Oct 25
Jesse Myers: Feldman’s Triadic 
Memories If you’re one of those 
people who like to get delightfully 
blazed before concerts, then, first of 
all, hello. Second of all, you should 
strongly consider grabbing a blanket 
and a pillow, and heading out to 
Chapel Performance Space to listen to 
local pianist Jesse Myers play Morton 
Feldman’s Triadic Memories for solo 
piano. This vast yet delicate piece calls 
for entering a deeply meditative state. 
You’ll leave feeling contemplative and 
a little hungry. RS (Chapel Performance 
Space, 8 pm, $10–$15)

Mendelssohn Untuxed Experience 
royalty and romance of awesome 
proportions as the Seattle Symphony 
takes on Mendelssohn’s Third 
Symphony during a special edition of 
“Untuxed,” a low-key, no-intermission 
way to enjoy the Seattle Symphony 
without worrying about what the 
bourgeoisie will think of your hat and 
tails. (Benaroya Hall, 7 pm, $18–$60)

Sat Oct 26
Free at The Frye: JIJI In this edition 
of the all-ages series, award-winning 
Korean guitarist JIJI (Jiyeon Kim) 
will showcase the unbelievable level 
of talent that led to her winning First 
Prize at the 2016 Concert Artists 
Guild International Competition. (Frye 
Art Museum, 2 pm, free)

 Jeremy Dutcher Classically 
trained tenor and composer Dutcher 
blends his Wolastoq First Nation 
heritage into his unique, genre-shifting 
music. (Edmonds Center for the Arts, 
7:30 pm, $19–$44)

Radiance: A Golden Harvest 
Seattle vocal ensemble Radiance 
will perform Shaker arrangements 
and choral traditions by British and 
American composers. (Trinity Parish 
Church, 7:30 pm, $15–$25)

SPO 75th Anniversary Opening 
Gala Seattle Philharmonic Orchestra 
will begin their 75th season with this 
program that spans the duration of the 

SPO’s existence, including a fanfare 
written for the occasion by composer 
Gina Gillie and three works by Aaron 
Copland that were composed in the 
early ‘40s when the SPO came into 
being. (Benaroya Hall, 2 pm, $24–$35)

Oct 26–27
Pacific MusicWorks: Eternal 
Beloved Get real existential with this 
semi-staged concert production of 
Isabella Leonarda’s classic tale of Jesus 
Christ’s struggle with his soul, directed 
by Stephen Stubbs. (Oct 26: St. James 
Cathedral, 8 pm, $35/$45; Oct 27: 
Epiphany Parish, 2 pm, $35/$45)

Sun Oct 27
Byron Schenkman & Friends - 
Brahms, Dvorak, and Still The 
renowned harpsichordist will host an 
evening that focuses on romantic 
masterpieces for violin and piano 
with featured soloist Rachell Ellen 
Wong on violin. (Benaroya Hall, 7 pm, 
$10–$48)

Mon Oct 28
 Vieux Farka Touré & Bombino: 

Sons of the Sahara Here’s more 
proof of the strength and popularity 
of African desert-blues guitarists. 
Mali’s Vieux Farka Touré has been 
blessed/burdened with the nickname 
“Hendrix of the Sahara,” and he lives 
up to the hype with fluid, spidery riffs 
that hypnotize and enchant in equal 
measure. His songs chime, ramble, and 
emote in an easygoing manner while 
still communicating the time-immemo-
rial melancholy of the blues. It’s that 
old uplift-through-downtrodden-ness 
trope into which many of history’s best 
musicians tap. Originally supported 
in the U.S. by Seattle label Sublime 
Frequencies, Niger’s Bombino (aka 
Omara Moctar) plays with a rawer, 
more caustic approach, both texturally 
and rhythmically. His piquant, glinting 
guitar tones and serpentine riffs 
make for a fresh jam-band gestalt 
that’s packed with virtuosity and the 
sort of soulfulness that comes from 
oppressed people—in this case, Tuareg 
musicians. DS (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$45–$60)

Tues Oct 29
The Paco de Lucía Project The 
Paco de Lucía Project honors the 
iconic Spanish flamenco guitarist of 
the same name in an assemblage 
of the original band that toured with 
de Lucía for the last decade of his 
career with Javier Limón, Lucía’s 
longtime collaborator, at the helm. 

Max Richter with ACME & 
Grace Davidson
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16

An intriguing program led by a modern ambient music giant. (Moore Theatre) 

MIKE TERRY

Music
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(Meany Center for the Performing Arts, 
8 pm, $55)

Oct 31 & Nov 2
Augustin Hadelich Brahms Violin 
Concerto The Grammy-Award-win-
ning violinist will team up with Seattle 
Symphony to tackle Brahms’ Violin 
Concerto. (Benaroya Hall, $24–$134)

Fri Nov 1
 Emerald City Music: In The Dark 

Following the traditions of the season, 
Emerald City Music will deliver a 
performance of George Frederick 
Haas's goosebump-inducing music in 
complete darkness. (415 Westlake, 
8 pm, $45)

Mozart Requiem – St. James 
Cathedral Choir and Orchestra 
Mozart’s stunning Requiem, the 
deathbed Mass (a bridge between life 
and death), will be performed by the 
choir with their full orchestra, organ, 
and soloists, to mark the Feast of All 
Souls. (St. James Cathedral, 7:30 
pm, free)

Sat Nov 2
OSSCS: Memorials Orchestra Seattle 
— Seattle Chamber Singers will honor 
their late founder George Shangrow 
with a world premiere performance of 
Huntler Beyer’s Circumference, as well 
as Jennifer Higdon’s blue cathedral, 
and Ludwig van Beethoven’s Eroica 
symphony. (First Free Methodist Church, 
7:30 pm, $10–$25)

Sun Nov 3
Bellevue Youth Symphony Orches-
tra’s Fall Masterworks Concert 
The opening concert of BYSO’s 55th 
season is a celebration of “People, 
Places, and Things,” so they’ll be 
performing Mussorgsky’s Pictures at 
an Exhibition and Elmer Bernstein’s 
music from the 1960 film The Magnif-
icent Seven. (IKEA Performing Arts 
Center, 7:30 pm, $10–$20)

Music of Remembrance Presents 
“Passage: Confronting Intolerance” 
“Never forget” was the refrain the world 
adopted in response to the horrors of 
the Holocaust. Music of Remem-
brance takes that charge seriously, 
using symphonic music’s ability to 
transcend time and create emotional 

connections between an audience and 
those touched by the Shoah and other 
tragedies. This autumn, they mark their 
22nd season with Seattle premieres 
of Passage, a new work by iconic 
Japanese composer Ryuichi Sakamoto, 
and Veritas, a piece blending the music 
of Japanese American composer Shinji 
Eshima and the visuals of sculptor Al 
Farrow, as well as a performance of 
Paul Schoenfield’s dramatic Camp 
Songs, an MOR commission and 2002 
Pulitzer Finalist. RS (Benaroya Hall, 4 
pm, $55)

Musique du Jour Presents Duo 
Amadeus Duo Amadeus is composed 
of violinist Elizabeth Blumenstock and 
pianist Tamara Friedman, performing 
on their 1660 Andrea Guarneri violin 
and a replica of a 1782 Johann 
Andreas Stein fortepiano, respectively. 
Their program will include Bach’s 
Partita No. 3 in E major for solo violin, 
and duo sonatas by C. P. E. and J. 
C. Bach, and Mozart. (Queen Anne 
Christian Church, 3 pm, $30)

Tues Nov 5
Jonathan Biss: Celebrating 
Beethoven Part 1 The “unerringly 
sophisticated” pianist will perform his 
own interpretations of Beethoven’s 
piano sonatas. (Meany Center for the 
Performing Arts, 7:30 pm, $41/$49)

Thurs Nov 7
Danish String Quartet The 
celebrated quartet stage a program 
of music from their Prism series, 
which features Beethoven, Bach, and 
Shostakovich. (Meany Center for the 
Performing Arts, 7:30 pm, $41/$49)

Fri Nov 8
Kastalsky Requiem: Memory 
Eternal to the Fallen Heroes 
Cappella Romana will be directed 
by English conductor Steven Fox in 
a Northwest premiere performance 
of Alexander Kastalsky’s “Memory 
Eternal,” a call for reconciliation during 
World War I. (St. Demetrios Greek 
Orthodox Church, 7:30 pm, $32–$52)

Nov 8–10
 The Movie Music of John 

Williams If you do not know who John 
Williams is, do not bother reading what 

I have to say about him in this blurb. 
John Williams’ greatest achievement 
as a film composer is his love theme 
“Han Solo and the Princess” for Han 
and Leia in The Empire Strikes Back. 
(You, the pop-culture ignoramus, are 
still reading! Yes, Williams composed 
the music for the Star Wars series, 
and also Jaws, Indiana Jones, and so 
on, and so on.) This love theme has 
all of the sensitivity and cheap beauty 
that made “Spartacus: Love Theme” a 
jazz standard. If the great jazz pianist 
Bill Evans were alive today (why 
don’t some people live forever?), he 
would have made pure magic out of 
Williams’s “Love Theme.” CM (Benaroya 
Hall, $35–$101)

Nov 9–12
Pacific MusicWorks Underground: 
Will Power — Shakespeare in Song 
Poet and playwright William Shake-
speare has prompted the creation 
of countless works of art throughout 
the last four centuries. Soulful tenor 
Zach Finkelstein will join the Pacific 
MusicWorks Underground House 
Band for a program of Baroque music 
with words written and inspired by 
the Bard himself, including pieces by 
Henry Purcell, Ignatius Sancho, and 
Thomas Arne. (Nov 9: St. Augustine’s 
in-the-woods, 7:30 pm, $20/$25; 
Nov 10: Resonance at SOMA Towers, 
3 pm, $0-$25; Nov 12: Capitol Cider, 
7 pm, $15/$25)

Sun Nov 10
Crescendo Concert: Bion Tsang 
and Anton Nel Experience chamber 
music for duos in an intimate home 
setting at this Seattle Chamber Music 
Society concert with cellist Bion 
Tsang and pianist Anton Nel. (Secret 
Location, 4:30 pm, $150)

Nov 14–16
 Rachmaninov Symphony No. 

2 Rachmaninov’s music generally 
causes audiences to melt into sopping 
puddles of their own feelings, and the 
Second Symphony is no different. The 
whole thing is a violet-tinted croon 
sung in strings and weepy woodwinds, 
and if you can just allow yourself to sit 
back in your chair, let your eyes soften 
for a bit, and think of the one who 
got away, then the Seattle Symphony 

Orchestra, conducted in this program 
by James Feddeck, will lead you down 
a gentle path of watercolor memories. 
The stirring finale, however, will jolt 
you back to the present, feeling fully 
refreshed. Alongside this emotional 
reverie, one of the symphony’s bass 
clarinet players, Angelique Poteat, will 
present a new cello concerto inspired 
by the environs of the Pacific North-
west. RS (Benaroya Hall, $24–$134)

Fri Nov 15
Beethoven & Ravel The Seattle 
Symphony will tackle Beethoven’s 
spectral Piano Trio No. 5 and Oboe 
Trio, along with Mendelssohn’s String 
Quartet No. 2 and poetic selections 
from Ravel to add to the ethereal 
aesthetic of this evening’s program. 
(Benaroya Hall, 8 pm, $38)

Sat Nov 16
Mosaic Art Ensemble Mosaic Art 
Ensemble brings together musicians, 
actors, and dancers for a celebration 
of collaborative art in this performance 
of various ensemble pieces. (Chapel 
Performance Space, 8 pm, $5–$15)

Sun Nov 17
Seattle Youth Symphony Pres-
ents “Russia” The Seattle Youth 
Symphony Orchestra will present 
their main concert of the fall season, 
with performances of pieces by 
Russian masters like Shostakovich’s 
Symphony No. 9 and Borodin’s 
“Polovtsian Dances” from Prince Igor. 
(Benaroya Hall, 3 pm, $16–$54)

Nov 17 & 23
Seattle Peace Chorus Presents 
“People of the Drum” Seattle Peace 
Chorus will honor indigenous peoples 
by performing a choral composition by 
Frederick N. West. (Nov 17: Daybreak 
Star Indian Cultural Center, 7 pm, 
$25–$27; Nov 23: Duwamish Long-
house, 7:30 pm, $25–$27)

Nov 21 & 23
 Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring 

Igor Stravinsky’s symphony caused 
everybody in the audience to flip out 
and pour into the streets of Paris 
when it first debuted in 1913, not 
only because Sergei Diaghilev’s very 
weird accompanying ballet depicted a 
young girl dancing herself to death (an 
alarmingly common COD in Russian 
and German folklore), but because 
no one had ever heard music like that 
before. Tonally ambitious, inquisitive, 
impressionistic, and challenging. RS 
(Benaroya Hall, $39–$134)

Fri Nov 22
 Orfeo ed Euridice Recall 

the romantic tragedy of Orfeo 
and Euridice with this operatic 
performance of their tale of woe, as 
countertenor Philippe Jaroussky takes 
us through Orfeo’s journey into the 
underworld to bring his lady back to 
life. (Benaroya Hall, 8 pm, $32–$112)

Sat Nov 23
George Li Plays Enchanting Rach-
maninoff The pianist and technique 
whiz will take on Rachmaninoff's noto-
riously challenging Piano Concerto No. 
3, as well as David Ludwig’s Fanfare 
for Sam and Brahms’ Symphony No. 3. 
(Pantages Theater, 7:30 pm, $24–$85)

Sun Nov 24
Seattle Baroque Orchestra: La Nef 
— Sea Songs and Chanties Music 
from England, Scotland, Ireland, the 
Americas, and the Caribbean will be 
showcased in this celebration of all 
forms of maritime music. (Benaroya 
Hall, 2:30 pm, $32–$47)

Nov 30–Dec 1 & Dec 8
 Seattle Men’s Chorus: ‘Tis The 

Season In a landmark holiday event, 
the Seattle Men’s Chorus will perform 
dazzling tracks of the season, like 
their own revamped takes on “Rockin’ 
Around the Christmas Tree,” “Festival 
Gloria,” “Here We Come A-Caroling,” 
and many more. (Benaroya Hall)

Tues Dec 3
Holiday Musical Salute At this 
annual benefit for the Seattle 
Symphony Players’ Pension Plan, 
there will be a “hot cider reception 
and luncheon,” along with pop-up 
holiday gift shops and a concert of 
seasonal favorites. (Sheraton Hotel, 
10 am, $125)

Fri Dec 6
Puget Brass: Music for Neighbors 
in Need The many-membered brass 
band will play festive holiday anthems 
in an effort to raise money for Neigh-
bors in Need, a homeless support 
network and cold-weather shelter in 
Snohomish County. (Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 7:30 pm, by donation)

Dec 6–7
The Brass: March of The Toys 
A Tiny Tots concert with dancing 
dolls and marching toys designed 
to introduce kids ages 0 to 5 to the 
orchestra's diverse family of brass 
instruments. (Benaroya Hall, $12)

Pacific MusicWorks Underground: 
Glad (Baroque) Tidings Ring in the 
holiday season from multiple continents 
with the Pacific MusicWorks Under-
ground House Band and acclaimed 
soprano Danielle Sampson as they 
perform Renaissance and Baroque 
Christmas carols from France, England, 
the Celtic countries, and colonial-era 
America. Also: audience sing-alongs, 
the annual “Ugly Baby Jesus art extrav-
aganza,” and a wine tasting with local 
vineyards (included in the ticket price). 
(Dec 6: Epiphany Parish, 7:30 pm, $35; 
Dec 7: St. Augustine’s in-the-woods, 
7:30 pm, $20/$25)

Dec 6–8
 Holiday Pops Acclaimed 

conductor Jacomo Bairos and the 
University of Washington Chorale 
will headline a program of holiday 
favorites with the Seattle Symphony. 
(Benaroya Hall, $30–$96)

Sat Dec 7
Radiance: An American Christmas 
Seattle vocal ensemble Radiance will 
perform a classic American Christmas 
program with carols from New 
England and Appalachia, and music 
composed by William Billings, Isaac 
Watts, Daniel Read, and more. (Trinity 
Parish Church, 7:30 pm, $25)

Sun Dec 8
Jim Brickman: A Christmas 
Celebration The Grammy-nominated 
songwriter and pianist takes you on a 
sugarplum journey through the sights 
and sounds of this snowy season 
as he performs carols, classics, and 
original songs on his 23rd annual 
holiday tour. (Benaroya Hall, 2 pm, 7 
pm, $46–$75)

Symphony Tacoma: Holiday 
Favorites Symphony Tacoma will 
perform festive arrangements of 
selections from favored holiday films 
and seasonal choral pieces in collab-
oration with Tacoma Youth Chorus, 
Tacoma Refugee Choir, and soloist 
Erin Guinup. (Pantages Theater, 2:30 
pm, $24–$85)

Dec 8–9
Cascade Symphony Orchestra: 
Holiday Pops with Gershwin The 
orchestra will present their annual 
two-night Christmas extravaganza 
that blends classical compositions, 
traditional hymns, carols, and pop 
culture favorites from seasonal films. 
(Edmonds Center for the Arts, 7:30 pm, 
$10–$27)

OPERA

Oct 19–Nov 1
 Cinderella If you think opera 

is all bombast and tragic onstage 
death, the music of Gioachino Rossini 
will reveal the genre’s capacity for 
outright bubbliness. Seattle Opera’s 
Lindy Hume will take inspiration 
from English music hall comedy and 
Victorian decor for this extrava-

gant-sounding production. (McCaw 
Hall, $35–$342)

Sat Nov 2
 Three Singing Sisters In this 

family affair, three Salt Lake City 
sisters will perform a program of 
Broadway classics, Neapolitan songs, 
opera arias, and popular music for 
solos, duets, and trios. (McCaw Hall, 
7:30 pm, $50–$75)

Nov 15–24
The Falling & The Rising: A Soldier’s 
Operatic Odyssey Expanding far 
past their traditional offerings, Seattle 
Opera will present this production 
originally created from a compilation 
of interviews with veterans and active-
duty servicepeople at three different 
military facilities. The piece illustrates 
one soldier’s journey as she navigates 
a coma-induced dreamscape after a 
violent roadside attack, all set to orig-
inal music composed by Zach Redler. 
(McCaw Hall, $45)

JAZZ

Sept 17–18
 Sara Gazarek Last time I caught 

Sara Gazarek here in town, she was 
all about warm, elegant jazz vocals 
caught up in ever-novel and stimu-
lating arrangements. She sang high, 
she sang low, she sang heartbreak, 
she held notes for mystifying lifetimes. 
She dropped beats, added intros, 
swirled songs into medleys, blew 
notes out like candles, and let them 
die away like sustain-pedaled tones 
from Josh Nelson’s piano. Her last 
album with Nelson, Dream in the Blue, 
was 2016’s best album. Gazarek is 
already the best, and she just keeps 
getting better. ANDREW HAMLIN (Jazz 
Alley, 7:30 pm, $31)

Wed Sept 18
Piano Starts Here: Genius for the 
Here and Now — The Music of Brad 
Mehldau and Jason Moran The Piano 
Starts Here series showcases the work 
of musical icons who contributed to 
the knowledge and appreciation of the 
instrument. This iteration will celebrate 
cutting-edge pianists Mehldau and 
Moran, with the music of the evening 
played on a Steinway B grand piano. 
(The Royal Room, 7:30 pm, $10/$12)

Sept 19–22
Larry Carlton The four-time Gram-
my-Awarded guitarist Larry Carlton 
will showcase his decades of exper-
tise-building. (Jazz Alley, $51)

Fri Sept 20
The New Triumph A set of mellow, 
jaunty jazz/funk with eclectic world 
influences. (Triple Door MQ Stage, 
9 pm, free)

Sat Sept 21
Rat City Brass “Ameriachi” band Rat 
City Brass will perform in celebration 
of the legacy of Whipped Cream-era 
Herb Alpert & the Tijuana Brass, with 
touches of classic American pop, 
cantina sounds, and mid-century 
instrumentals. (The Royal Room, 8:30 
pm, $8/$10)

Mon Sept 23
Lucibela Brazilian singer Lucibela 
will show off her technique in this 
performance of original songs and 
covers of songs made famous by 
Cabo Verde legends Cesaria Evora, 
Titina, and Bana. (The Royal Room, 
7:30 pm, $20/$25)

Sept 24–25
The Hot Club of Cowtown The 
old-timey music enthusiasts bring 
their blend of “swinggrass” to Seattle 
for two nights of covered wagon fun 
in celebration of their 21st anniver-
sary. (Jazz Alley, 7:30 pm, $31)

Thurs Sept 26
Naturally 7 These a cappella guys, 
led by Roger Thomas, have performed 
with Michael Bublé and Ludacris and 
been guest musicians with Coldplay. 

Music

Chick Corea: Rhapsody in Blue
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6

The prolific, multi-Grammy-Award-winning jazz-fusion pianist (of Return to 
Forever and solo fame) joins Seattle Symphony in this program featuring 
George Gershwin's beloved opus. (Benaroya Hall) 

COURTESY OF SEATTLE SYMPHONY
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(Edmonds Center for the Arts, 7:30 
pm, $24–$59)

Sept 26–29
Tierney Sutton and Ann Hampton 
Callaway Jazz singer Tierney Sutton 
and band will team up with equally 
renowned chanteuse Ann Hampton 
Calloway for a night of musical trea-
sures from the ‘30s, ‘40s, and contem-
porary classics. (Jazz Alley, $37)

Fri Sept 27
50th! Great Records of 1969 – 
Come Together: Abbey Road Hark 
back to an iconic year in music with the 
Beatles’ seminal album performed in 
its entirety by an all-star local band led 
by Darren Loucas. (The Royal Room, 
6:30 pm, 9:30 pm, $15)

Earshot Presents Brian Blade The 
acclaimed drummer will showcase his 
new project, Life Cycles, which pays 
tribute to the late jazz vibraphonist Bobby 
Hutcherson. (Town Hall, 8 pm, $18–$35)

Sat Sept 28
A Night of Latin Fun with Azucar 
& Correo! Latin rhythm duos Alma y 
Azúcar and Correo Aereo will perform 
a whole evening of cha cha, bossa 
nova, Latin jazz, rumba, son, and salsa 
with contemporary influences. (The 
Royal Room, 8:30 pm, $15)

Mon Sept 30
 An Intimate Evening with Bettye 

LaVette Like Mavis Staples and the 
late Sharon Jones and Charles Bradley, 
Bettye LaVette proves that advanced 
age—she’s been in the music biz for 
56 years—is no barrier to maintaining 
quality control in the vocal-performance 
department. Her Tina Turner-esque 
rasp serves as a vibrant conduit for 
soul and slow-burning passion. She has 
a penchant for covering classic-rock 
artists (Led Zeppelin, Pink Floyd, 
Bob Dylan, the Who), ingeniously 
rearranging these familiar tunes and 
imbuing them with a hard-won soulful-
ness. What LaVette does isn’t exactly 
jazz, but it is very classy and enjoyable. 
DS (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $40–$55)

Oct 1–2
Eliane Elias Pianist, singer, and 
songwriter Elias has won Grammys 
for her distinctive style that fuses her 

Brazilian roots with her instrumental 
jazz, classical, and compositional skills. 
(Jazz Alley, 7:30 pm, $37)

Wed Oct 2
 Al Di Meola A guitarist operating 

at the highest level of technical 
proficiency for decades, Al Di Meola 
will dig into his obsession with Argen-
tinian tango composer Astor Piazzolla 
and a little Liverpool combo by the 
name of the Beatles for this date, as 
well as presenting choice cuts from 
his 40-plus years in the biz. In 1990, 
this former member of fusion gods 
Return to Forever cut an entire album 
of Piazzolla compositions, and it’s as 
floridly and nimbly gorgeous as you 
could imagine. With the Beatles, ADM 
inventively embellishes the ultra-fa-
miliar melodies with fleet-fingered 
filigrees, buffing these old warhorses 
into something fresh. You’ve never 
heard “I Am the Walrus” like this… DS 
(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $50–$170)

Wayne Horvitz: The Snowghost 
Sessions (Geoff Harper, Eric Eagle) 
Back in 2015, Horvitz, Eagle, and 
Harper gathered at Snowghost Studios 
in Whitefish, Montana, to record a set 
of Horvitz originals composed for piano 
trio that incorporates live processing 
and electronics. They’ll recreate that 
recording session in this live show. 
(The Royal Room, 7:30 pm, $12)

Oct 3–6
 Billy Cobham Crosswinds 

Project Billy Cobham may be 75, but 
the jazz-fusion drummer who kept 
mind-boggling time for Mahavishnu 
Orchestra and Miles Davis during the 
latter’s most turbulent period of inno-
vation (circa Bitches Brew, A Tribute to 
Jack Johnson, and Get Up with It) is still 
going strong. Cobham’s Crosswinds 
Project focuses on the 1974 LP Cross-
winds, a much mellower record than his 
phenomenal solo debut, Spectrum; for 
example, the Souls of Mischief sampled 
the ultra-chill “Heather” for their classic 
“93 ’Til Infinity.” But “The Pleasant 
Pheasant” rolls out action-packed, 
Latinate funk (which Eric B. & Rakim 
sampled for “Juice [Know the Ledge]”), 
and much of the album occupies 
a rarefied space where virtuosity 
intersects with dramatic dynamics and 
sophisticated emotion. The great Randy 
Brecker joins Cobham on trumpet for 
this tour. DS (Jazz Alley, $35)

Oct 4–Nov 6
 Earshot Jazz Festival 2019 

Earshot Jazz Festival, an annual 
month-long examination and 
celebration of the art form, includes 
over 50 concerts featuring acts both 
local and (inter)national, old and 
young. This year’s docket includes big 
names like Cécile McLorin Salvant, 
Chucho Valdés, Chick Corea Trio with 
the Seattle Symphony Orchestra, 
Kiki Valera, Tyshawn Sorey, Makaya 
McCraven, and many more. (Various 
locations, $0–$500)

Sat Oct 5
Skerik Band Virtuosic saxophonist 
Skerik is so simultaneously prolific 
and left-field that his life’s work 
has been dubbed something new 
altogether: saxophonics. (The Royal 
Room, 8:30 pm, $15)

Oct 5–6
 SRJO: Count Basie Meets Duke 

Ellington Revisit the legendary 
collabs of the genre as the Seattle 
Repertory Jazz Orchestra performs 
pieces from the first meeting of 
the two greatest big bands in jazz 
history—the Count Basie and Duke 
Ellington orchestras. (Oct 5: Benaroya 
Hall, 7:30 pm; Oct 6: Kirkland Perfor-
mance Center, 2 pm)

Mon Oct 7
 Tinariwen Tinariwen have been 

instrumental in bringing the soulful, 
trance-inducing sound of the Tuaregs—
who hail from the Sahara Desert in 
northern Mali—to the West. On albums 
like Aman Iman: Water Is Life, Imidiwan: 
Companions, Tassili, and Elwan, 
Tinariwen infuse the blues with rigorous, 
uplifting rhythms and mesmerizing, 
cyclical guitar motifs over which Ibrahim 
Ag Alhabib’s spirited vocals (often shad-
owed by massed chants) flow like medi-
cine for the heart. The music’s essential 
timeless poignancy remains the engine 
behind Tinariwen’s caravan of moving, 
dusty jams. It’s a tribute to Seattle that 
a group this sublime can play a venue 
as large as Benaroya Hall. DS (Benaroya 
Hall, 7:30 pm, $42–$62)

Mon Oct 7
“Zee Cabaret” with Delilah Beau-
coup and Sarah Rudinoff Multi-lin-

gual jazz singer Delilah Beaucoup 
will croon standards from between 
the 1920s and ‘50s with her smokey 
alto voice alongside local theatrical 
performer and 2004 Stranger Genius 
Award winner Sarah Rudinoff. (The 
Royal Room, 7:30 pm, $10)

Oct 8–9
 Jimmy Webb Jimmy Webb weaves 

miracles of emotion out of melodies. It’s 
doubtful any American pop composer’s 
inspired more throat lumps per song 
than the author of “Wichita Lineman” 
and “By the Time I Get to Phoenix,” 
perhaps his greatest compositions. 
During his ’60s and ’70s prime, Webb 
had his songs covered by legions of 
legends and stars, including Frank 
Sinatra, Elvis Presley, Isaac Hayes, 
Glen Campbell, Dennis Brown, and 
Nick Cave. Despite the ubiquity of 
these hits, they endure in the memory 
without annoyance. All that being said, 
this masterly melody maker is not 
usually the best person to execute his 
creations, as his voice lacks the range 
and soul power to convey their wide-
screen magnificence. Still, Webb can 
play a mean piano, and those indelible, 
heart-shattering ballads should be 
experienced in the flesh at least once in 
a lifetime. DS (Jazz Alley, 7:30 pm, $37)

Thurs Oct 10
 Earshot Jazz Presents: Wally 

Shoup Shoup is the most impressive 
free-jazz saxophonist to call this town 
home. He never stops thundering 
and squeaking and shrieking, which 
free-jazz musicians do as a matter 
of course—but he also never stops 
listening, responding, and including, 
which the very-good-to-great free 
jazzers must learn. ANDREW HAMLIN (The 
Royal Room)

Oct 10–13
 The Manhattan Transfer Vocal 

Group The first group to win Grammy 
Awards in both pop and jazz categories 
in the same year, Manhattan Transfer 
went on to receive an additional 12 
Grammy noms for their album Vocalese 
in 1985, which made it second only 
to Michael Jackson’s Thriller as most 
nominated album in one year, and 
cemented the group’s status as an 
essential and innovative vocal group in 
popular music history. (Jazz Alley, $51)

Fri Oct 11
 Earshot Jazz and The Royal 

Room Present: 50th! Great Records 
of 1969 This edition pays tribute 
to Miles Davis Quintet member and 
essential modern jazz drummer Tony 
Williams will showcase his massive 
contributions to the genre with a 
performance of his jazz fusion album 
Emergency! by D’Vonne Lewis, Cole 
Schuster, and Joe Doria. (The Royal 
Room, 6:30 pm)

Jack Straw Piano Series: Jovino 
Santos Neto and Collin Meredith 
The Latin pianist and composer 
is joined by Collin Meredith for an 
energetic set of upbeat Brazilian jazz. 
(Jack Straw Cultural Center, 7 pm, 
$10–$20)

Sun Oct 13
 Postmodern Jukebox Scott 

Bradlee’s reimagining of contem-
porary pop hits in the styles of jazz, 
ragtime, and swing classics of the 
‘20s through the ‘50s busts genres 
with a rotating collective of musicians 
and vocalists. (Paramount Theatre, 8 
pm, $26–$201)

Oct 17–20
 Madeleine Peyroux Peyroux, an 

American-born jazz singer/songwriter 
and guitarist who’s been compared 
to Billie Holiday and was discovered 
busking on the streets of Paris, is 
touring in support of her last album, 
Anthem. (Jazz Alley, 7:30 pm, $65)

Sat Oct 19
Rise Up - A Tribute to the Music of 
Hamilton An ensemble of top Seattle 
vocalists and musicians perform 
songs from the relentlessy popular, 
award-winning musical. (The Royal 
Room, 5 pm, 8 pm, $18/$20)

Tues Oct 22
Carrie Wicks Quintet CD Release 
Carrie Wicks will sing some jazz tracks 
off her new album with pianist Bill 
Anschell, bassist Jeff Johnson, saxo-
phonist Brent Jensen, and drummer 
D’Vonne Lewis. (The Royal Room, 8 pm, 
$15/$18)

Oct 22–23
 Leo Kottke Leo Kottke isn’t as 

guts-crazy as his sometimes mentor, the 
late John Fahey. But who would want 
to be? Fahey first rewrote the book, 
and then wrote his own book when it 
came to six-string steel-string guitar 
on planet Earth, but didn’t seem to 
like Earth much. Kottke could outpace 
Fahey by a few decisive concert moves: 
(a) showing up, (b) showing up on time, 
and (c) not spending most of the gig 
talking and giggling with people who 
are not there. On the positivity flip, 
though, Kottke’s got pep, verve, nerve, 
and a dry sense of humor when he 
decides to sing. And he can get to the 
darkness inside of happiness. Even 
without words, he can evoke the void 
behind joy. ANDREW HAMLIN (Jazz Alley, 
7:30 pm, $41)

Oct 24–26
Boney James The four-time Grammy 
nominee, multi-platinum-selling and 
prolific saxophonist/composer has 
been performing for over 25 years, 
and in 2017 released his 16th album, 
Honestly. (Jazz Alley, $62)

Sat Oct 26
Earshot Jazz Presents: Friends 
from Philly (Thomas Marriot + 
Father/Son Duo) Jazz trumpeter 
Thomas Marriott has won the Golden 
Ear award from Earshot Jazz seven 
times. He and his backing band will 
perform as a part of this set with 
Father/Son Duo. (The Royal Room)

Mark Christian Miller The LA-based 
jazz vocalist will return to Seattle to 
perform tracks from his latest album 
Story Time for Adults; support from 
pianist Bill Anschell, bassist Chris 
Symer, and drummer Robert Rushing. 
(Egan’s Ballard Jam House, 9 pm, $15)

Oct 31–Nov 3
ConFunkShun Considered among 
the pantheon of the godfathers of 
funk, ConFunkShun blend six-part 
vocal harmonies with choreography, 
horn arrangements, and slick guitar 
features for a live program filled with 
romantic ballads and energetic dance 
hits alike. (Jazz Alley, $46)

Sat Nov 2
 The Duke Ellington Orchestra 

Ellington has been dead for decades 
but his musical legacy lives on 
through his still-active big band, which 
is currently led by Tommy Jones. 
(Pantages Theater, 7:30 pm, $29–$85)

Nov 2–3 & Nov 22
 SRJO: Jazz of the Harlem 

Renaissance Seattle Repertory Jazz 
Orchestra takes you all the way back 
to the musical core of the Harlem 
Renaissance with performances 
of music by the Jimmie Lunceford 
Orchestra, Fletcher Henderson, Cab 
Calloway, Fats Waller, and many other 
genre titans, with guest vocalists 
Reggie Goings and Jacqueline Tabor. 
(Nov 2: Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm; Nov 
3: Kirkland Performance Center, 2 pm; 
Nov 22: Edmonds Center for the Arts, 
8 pm, $36)

Mon Nov 4
 The Midnight Hour Hip-hop, 

soul, and jazz composers Ali Shaheed 
Muhammad and Adrian Younge will 
perform their ode to the legacy of the 
Harlem Renaissance in this live Midnight 
Hour set with a rhythm section and full 
orchestra. (Nectar, 7 pm, $25–$50)

Wed Nov 6
Amendola vs. Blades with Skerik, 
Jeff Parker, and Cyro Baptista The 
Bay Area jazz duo (Scott Amen-
dola and Wil Blades) like to switch 
genres from traditional jazz to funk 

to avant-garde, sometimes within the 
same song. (Triple Door, 7:30 pm, 
$25/$28)

 Chick Corea: 'Rhapsody in 
Blue' Chick Corea is the innovative 
composer and keysman who spent 
the early part of his career—beginning 
in 1968—playing sideman to Miles 
Davis, and then through much of the 
’70s exploring his own avant interests 
with jazz fusion/prog rock innovators 
Return to Forever (bandmate Al Di 
Meola lands in town Oct. 2). He’s 
enjoyed a prolific (70 -plus albums 
released as band leader), venerable 
career, with more than 60 Grammy 
noms and 22 wins. For this date, he 
joins Seattle Symphony for a presen-
tation of George Gershwin’s most 
famous orchestral jazz opus, Rhapsody 
in Blue. The program will also touch 
on solo piano selections by Gershwin, 
Mozart’s Overture to Don Giovanni, and 
Chick Corea’s own Piano Concerto 
No. 1. LP (Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, 
$67–$127)

Thurs Nov 7
An Evening with Jazz Underground 
Enjoy a dynamic evening with the 
Seattle-based ensemble, which 
specializes in playing big band jazz 
from all eras. (The Royal Room, 8 pm, 
$10/$12)

Nov 12–13
New York Voices The jazz vocal 
ensemble returns to Seattle to cele-
brate their 31st anniversary and latest 
album Reminiscing in Tempo. (Jazz 
Alley, 7:30 pm, $31)

Mon Nov 18
A Tuba to Cuba: The Preservation 
Hall Jazz Band with Yusa and Special 
Guests Since its founding in 1961, 
storied New Orleans institution the 
Preservation Hall Jazz Band has bred 
well over 50 members in their lineup, 
culminating with the current cast that 
electrifies classic jazz with the vibes, 
sounds, and swing of the Big Easy. 
(Benaroya Hall, 7:30 pm, $37–$154)

Wed Nov 20
KNKX Presents: Piano Starts 
Here— Blues and Barrelhouse, 
The Root of It All A series that 
showcases the work of musical icons 
who contributed to the knowledge and 
appreciation of the instrument. This 
iteration will celebrate the blues and 
barrelhouse legends who kicked off 
the original themes behind the music 
we know today. (The Royal Room, 
7:30 pm, $10/$12)

Nov 20–21
Joshua Redman Quartet with Aaron 
Goldberg, Reuben Rogers & Gregory 
Hutchinson Famous jazz saxophonist 
Joshua Redman is a charismatic intel-
lectual, having taken in genre influences 
across the board and translated them 
into sounds equally complex and acces-
sible. (Triple Door, 7:30 pm, $30–$65)

Thurs Nov 21
 Blue Note Records 80th Anni-

versary Tour with Kandace Springs, 
James Carter Organ Trio, and 
James Francies Celebrate 80 years 
of genre excellence harnessed by 
American jazz label Blue Note Records 
as these four performers explore 
pieces by Thelonious Monk, Art Blakey, 
Fats Navarro, Bud Powell, and more. 
(Moore Theatre, 7:30 pm, $25–$53)

Sun Dec 8
 Jose Gonzales Trio Plays 'A 

Charlie Brown Christmas' This is the 
eighth year that the Jose Gonzalez trio is 
performing the whole of jazz’s greatest 
contribution to the Holiday Season: 
Vince Guaraldi’s A Charlie Brown 
Christmas. And we must love this work 
because it expresses Christmas feelings 
in a very urban way. It is indeed the 
sound of the Holiday Season in a big 
city and not that no-place out there in 
the country. In this jazz classic, the snow 
falls on apartment buildings and not on a 
forest. CM (Cornish Playhouse at Seattle 
Center, 1 pm, 7 pm, $0–$79)

Music

Billy Cobham 
Crosswinds Project
OCTOBER 3–6

The venerable jazz-fusion drummer (Miles Davis, Mahavishnu Orchestra) 
plays six shows over four days during his band's Seattle run.  (Jazz Alley) 

COURTESY OF JAZZ ALLEY
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Brian Wilson & The 
Zombies
Paramount Theatre, 
Mon Sept 16

Incubus, Dub Trio
Paramount Theatre, 
Tues Sept 17

Zara Larsson
Neptune Theatre, 
Tues Sept 17

Elton John
Tacoma Dome, Sept 
17–18

Bryan Adams
WaMu Theater, Wed 
Sept 18

Hot Chip, Holy Fuck
The Showbox, Sept 
18–19

GHOST, Nothing 
More
WaMu Theater, 
Thurs Sept 19

Alice in Chains
WaMu Theater, Fri 
Sept 20

Earth, Wind, and 
Fire
Chateau Ste. 
Michelle, Sept 20–21

Bob Seger & the 
Silver Bullet Band
Tacoma Dome, Sat 
Sept 21

Social Distortion, 
Flogging Molly, The 
Devil Makes Three, 
Le Butcherettes
WaMu Theater, Sat 
Sept 21

Brad Paisley, Riley 
Green
Washington State 
Fair Events Center, 
Sun Sept 22

Breaking Benjamin, 
Chevelle, Three 
Days Grace, Doro-
thy, Diamante
White River 
Amphitheatre, Sun 
Sept 22

John Prine, Kelsey 
Waldon
Woodland Park Zoo 
North Meadow, Sun 
Sept 22

Glen Hansard
Moore Theatre, Tues 
Sept 24

Banks, Kevin 
Garrett
Showbox Sodo, Wed 
Sept 25

Of Monsters And 
Men
WaMu Theater, 
Thurs Sept 26

Cigarettes After Sex
Neptune Theatre, Fri 
Sept 27

Pepe Aguilar Y 
Familia Presentan 
Jaripeo Sin Fron-
teras 2019
Tacoma Dome, Fri 
Sept 27

Vampire Weekend
WaMu Theater, Fri 
Sept 27

Deadbeats
WaMu Theater, Sat 
Sept 28

An Evening with the 
Residency
Paramount Theatre, 
Sat Sept 28

Too Many Zooz, 
Thumpasaurus
Neptune Theatre, 
Mon Sept 30

Morrissey, Interpol
WaMu Theater, Tues 
Oct 1

dodie, Adam 
Melchor
Showbox Sodo, Wed 
Oct 2

Lana Del Rey
WaMu Theater, Wed 
Oct 2

Sabrina Claudio
The Showbox, Thurs 
Oct 3

Charli XCX, Brooke 
Candy
The Showbox, Fri 
Oct 4

Daniel Norgren
Neptune Theatre, Fri 
Oct 4

Tegan and Sara
Benaroya Hall, Fri 
Oct 4

Jidenna
Showbox Sodo, Sat 
Oct 5

NF
WaMu Theater, Sat 
Oct 5

NGHTMRE + SLAN-
DER, Seven Lions, 
The Glitch Mob
Gorge Amphitheatre, 
Sat Oct 5

Keb’ Mo’ Solo
Moore Theatre, Sun 
Oct 6

Kishi Bashi
Showbox Sodo, Sun 
Oct 6

Sofi Tukker, Haiku 
Hands, LP Giobbi
Showbox Sodo, Mon 
Oct 7

Clairo, beabadoo-
bee, Hello Yello
Showbox Sodo, Tues 
Oct 8

Logic, J.I.D., YBN 
Cordae
WaMu Theater, Tues 
Oct 8

MARINA, Allie X
Paramount Theatre, 
Tues Oct 8

Stiff Little Fingers, 
The Avengers
The Showbox, Tues 
Oct 8

Bastille
WaMu Theater, Wed 
Oct 9

Peter Frampton 
Finale with Jason 
Bonham’s Led 
Zeppelin Evening
Paramount Theatre, 
Wed Oct 9

Jónsi & Alex 
Somers
Paramount Theatre, 
Fri Oct 11

Nick Cave
Moore Theatre, Fri 
Oct 11

Big K.R.I.T.
Neptune Theatre, Sat 
Oct 12

Jonas Brothers, 
Bebe Rexha, 
Jordan McGraw
Tacoma Dome, Sat 
Oct 12

Sum 41, The Amity 
Affliction, The Plot 
In You
Showbox Sodo, Sun 
Oct 13

Dropkick Murphys, 
Clutch, Hatebreed, 
Russ Rankin
WaMu Theater, Tues 
Oct 15

An Evening with 
Pete Yorn
Neptune Theatre, 
Tues Oct 15

Stereolab, Wand
The Showbox, Tues 
Oct 15

Babymetal, The Hu
Paramount Theatre, 
Wed Oct 16

Bring Me the Hori-
zon, Sleeping With 
Sirens, Poppy
WaMu Theater, Wed 
Oct 16

Todd Snider, Ram-
blin’ Jack Elliott
Neptune Theatre, 
Wed Oct 16

Marisela & Amanda 
Miguel
Moore Theatre, Fri 
Oct 18

Son Volt
Neptune Theatre, Fri 
Oct 18

Andrew Bird, 
Meshell 
Ndegeocello
Paramount Theatre, 
Sat Oct 19

Big Boi
Neptune Theatre, Sat 
Oct 19

Devendra Banhart
Moore Theatre, Sat 
Oct 19

Hozier, Freya 
Ridings
WaMu Theater, Sat 
Oct 19

The Who, Liam 
Gallagher
T-Mobile Park, Sat 
Oct 19

Thom Yorke - 
Tomorrow’s Modern 
Boxes
Paramount Theatre, 
Sun Oct 20

Sara Bareilles, 
Emily King
WaMu Theater, Tues 
Oct 22

Judah & The Lion
Paramount Theatre, 
Wed Oct 23

Jon Pardi, Riley 
Green
Paramount Theatre, 
Thurs Oct 24

Tyler Childers, 
Courtney Marie 
Andrews
Paramount Theatre, 
Fri Oct 25

Whitney
Neptune Theatre, Fri 
Oct 25

Built to Spill, Prism, 
Sea’s Apprentice
The Showbox, Oct 
25–26

Big Thief
Moore Theatre, Sat 
Oct 26

Shovels & Rope, 
John Paul White
Neptune Theatre, Sat 
Oct 26

Tiffany Young
The Showbox, Tues 
Oct 29

Cat Power, Zsela
The Showbox, Wed 
Oct 30

Natasha 
Bedingfield
Neptune Theatre, 
Wed Oct 30

The Band Perry, 
Phangs
Neptune Theatre, 
Thurs Oct 31

Two Door Cinema 
Club, Peach Pit
Showbox Sodo, Fri 
Nov 1

Luke Combs, 
Morgan Wallen, 
Jameson Rodgers
Tacoma Dome, Sat 
Nov 2

Matt and Kim, 
SWMRS
Showbox Sodo, Sat 
Nov 2

San Fermin
Neumos, Sat Nov 2

Alessia Cara, 
Ryland James
Moore Theatre, Tues 
Nov 5

Peter Hook & the 
Light
Neptune Theatre, 
Tues Nov 5

Bishop Briggs, 
Miya Folick, Jax 
Anderson
Showbox Sodo, Wed 
Nov 6

Caifanes
Paramount Theatre, 
Wed Nov 6

Tom Morello
Neptune Theatre, 
Wed Nov 6

Ladies & Gentle-
man, An Evening 
with Jason Mraz & 
Raining Jane
Paramount Theatre, 
Nov 9–10

Young Thug, 
Machine Gun Kelly, 
Polo G, Strick
WaMu Theater, Sun 
Nov 10

TroyBoi, YULTRON
Showbox Sodo, 
Thurs Nov 14

Big Freedia, Low 
Cut Connie
Neptune Theatre, Fri 
Nov 15

Ray LaMontagne, 
Kacy & Clayton
Moore Theatre, Nov 
16–17

X Ambassadors, 
Bear Hands, 
VÉRITÉ
Showbox Sodo, Sun 
Nov 17

Chelsea Wolfe, 
Ionna Gika
The Showbox, Wed 
Nov 20

Melanie Martinez, 
Lauren Ruth Ward
Paramount Theatre, 
Wed Nov 20

Big Wild, EVAN 
GIIA, Ark Patrol
Showbox Sodo, Fri 
Nov 22

The Black Keys, 
Modest Mouse, 
Shannon & the 
Clams
Tacoma Dome, Sat 
Nov 23

Sleater-Kinney
Paramount Theatre, 
Nov 23–24

Illenium
WaMu Theater, Wed 
Nov 27, Fri Nov 29

Thievery 
Corporation
The Showbox, Fri 
Nov 29, Sun Dec 1

Kevin Gates
WaMu Theater, Sat 
Nov 30

The Chainsmok-
ers, 5 Seconds of 
Summer, Lennon 
Stella
Tacoma Dome, Tues 
Dec 3

Sin Bandera
WaMu Theater, 
Thurs Dec 5

SYML, EXES
Neptune Theatre, 
Sun Dec 8

POP, ROCK & HIPHOP

Music

Tegan and Sara

PAMELA LITTKY
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Festivals

SEASONAL

Through Sun Sept 22
 Washington State Fair The 

approach of autumn coincides with the 
latter portion of the annual Washington 
State Fair in Puyallup, full of family-
friendly activities like rides and 
games, carnival food, free music and 
performances, farm animals, cultural 
events, produce contests, a rodeo, live 
concerts, and much more. (Washington 
State Fair Events Center, $14)

Sat Sept 21
Luminata The Fremont Arts Council 
will hop over to Green Lake for their 
annual autumnal equinox celebration 
filled with bright paper lanterns to 
help ease you into the less-sunny 
season. You’re invited to bring any 
other luminary you have on hand 
(they suggest light-up umbrellas and 
costumes) to help make the post- 
ceremony parade even brighter. 
(Green Lake Park, 6–10 pm, free)

Mid-Autumn Lantern Festival 
Take part in UW’s version of the 
Mid-Autumn Festival, a Chinese and 
Vietnamese tradition that welcomes 
the new season and honors departed 
loved ones. This year, they promise 
a lantern-filled quad, carnival games, 
mooncakes, and much more. (UW 
Quad, 5:30–8:30 pm, free)

Sat Oct 5
Fife Harvest Festival The Tacoma 
suburb of Fife hosts its own 
festival with arts and crafts, food, 
performances, and vendors to ring in 
the harvest season. (Dacca Park, 
10:30 am–5 pm, free)

Oct 5–6
Issaquah Salmon Days Festival The 
salmon of Issaquah might not know 
it, but their return to Puget Sound’s 
lakes and streams prompts a full day 
of free activities in their honor. Head 
to this annual festival for 250 artists, 
worldly bites, field-day activities, and 
live entertainment. (Veterans Memorial 
Park, 10 am–6 pm, free)

Sat Oct 12
Orting Pumpkin Fest Head south 
for the 13th edition of this annual 
event, featuring pumpkin-themed 
food and drinks, two stages of live 
entertainment, a car show, a parade, 
and more. (Orting City Park, 10 am– 
5 pm, free)

Oct 12–13
Zoo Boo If being scared isn’t your 
thing (or, more specifically, your kid’s 
thing), skip the “boos” and head to the 
zoo, where you can see animals and 
participate in Halloween-themed activ-
ities. Come in costume for a discount 
on admission. (Point Defiance Zoo & 
Aquarium, $19)

Fri Oct 18
Zoo BOOze & Bites 2019 Support 
the Zoo Society by enjoying wine, 
whiskey, beer, and food tastings from 
local restaurants. There will also be 
Halloween-y games, raffles, and more. 
Costumes are highly encouraged. 
(Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, 6 pm, 
$45/$75)

Oct 19–26
Fall Foliage Festival and Plant 
Sale Pick up plants, pumpkins, and 
seasonal treats, see pop-up artist 
demos, take gardening workshops, 
and more at this weeklong autumnal 
festival. (Rhododendron Species 
Botanical Garden, 10 am–4 pm, free)

Sun Oct 20
Halloween Pet Parade As if pets 
weren’t cute enough on their own, this 
event gives you the chance to dress 

them up in Halloween costumes and 
parade them around for the ultimate 
cuteness overload. Then you can 
thank them for putting up with you 
with vendor booths, prizes, and more. 
(Volunteer Park, 11 am–2 pm, free)

Sat Oct 26
Pumpkin Bash Learn about animal 
behavior by watching Malayan tigers, 
lemurs, bears, and other zoo animals 
tuck into pumpkin treats at this 
family-friendly tradition. There will 
also be trick-or-treating, so kiddos are 
encouraged to dress up. (Woodland 
Park Zoo, 9 am–3 pm, $23)

Oct 26–27
 The Great PSMS 56th Annual 

Wild Mushroom Show Tote along 
some ‘shrooms from your garden or 
travels and have them identified at 
this Puget Sound Mycological Society 
event billing itself as “one of the largest 
and most complete exhibits of mush-
rooms in the United States,” which will 
display and identify over 200 varieties 
of wild fungi and classify them as 
edible, poisonous, or valueless as food. 
Plus, check out a slideshow lecture, 
a “feel and smell” demo, a mushroom 
tasting prepared by top Seattle chefs, a 
photography display, and more. (North 
Seattle College, $5–$10)

Sun Oct 27
Fauntleroy Fall Festival Classic fall 
activities abound at this family-oriented 
festival. Kids can paint pumpkins, 
make salmon hats, ride ponies and 
pet baby animals, sip cider and 
gobble up cookies, jump through an 
inflatable obstacle course, and much 
more. Meanwhile, acts like classical 
guitarist Tim Cashman and the Jump 
Ensemble Jazz Trio will play live music. 
(Fauntleroy Schoolhouse, 2–5 pm, free)

Harvest Fest California Avenue 
makes way for a parade, vendors 

selling seasonal wares, a hot cocoa 
and cider garden, a chili cook-off, 
and trick-or-treating at this West 
Seattle fall family event. (West Seattle 
Junction, 10 am–2 pm, free)

Nov 22–Dec 29
 Enchant Christmas After a 

very successful first year, Enchant 
Christmas will once again transform 
T-Mobile Park into a winter wonderland 
complete with an impressive light maze, 
light sculptures, a market curated 
by Urban Craft Uprising, and more. 
This year’s theme is “Mischievous,” so 
expect to see sly little elves roaming 
about. (T-Mobile Park, $60–$186)

Nov 23–Dec 26
Seattle Festival of Trees The historic 
Fairmont Olympic hotel celebrates the 
winter season each year with a fancy 
dinner, caroling, an impressive display 
of decorated trees in their lobby, and 
a teddy bear suite. (Fairmont Olympic 
Hotel, free–$225)

Nov 29–Dec 1
Annual Holiday Native Gift Fair & 
Art Market Find gifts for loved ones 
by local Native artists and makers 
at this annual market. (Duwamish 
Longhouse, free)

Nov 29–Dec 23
 Christmas Ship Festival The 

Puget Sound is filled with lights 
throughout the holiday season, but 
no vessel can compete with Argosy 
Cruises’ Christmas Ship, which 
docks in 65 waterfront communities 
to serenade people onshore and 
onboard with its resident choir. Those 
who choose to board the ship can 
take photos with Santa, and enjoy a 
reading of “’Twas the Night Before 
Christmas” and kids’ activities. For 
a less family-oriented option, you 
can trail behind in a 21+ boat with 

rotating themes each week. It’s also 
free to watch from the shore. (Various 
locations, free–$50)

Nov 29–Dec 24
Snowflake Lane Every year, down-
town Bellevue turns into a winter 
wonderland not just for one night, but 
for a whole dang month, with (fake) 
falling snow, jolly live music, and a 
nightly parade filled with dancers and 
toy drummers. (Bellevue Collection, 
7 pm, free)

Nov 29–Dec 31
Winterfest From a winter train village 
to an ice rink, and from music and 
dance performances to ice sculpting, 
Winterfest promises five weeks of 
free festive cheer for all ages. (Seattle 
Center, free)

Nov 29–Jan 5
Lumaze This year, Santa is enlisting 
the help of young princes and prin-
cesses in helping him find six hidden 
presents. In addition to the prize-
bearing hunt, this kid-oriented indoor 
festival will also have a gift market 
(complete with fresh produce and 
seasonal treats) and a light display. 
(Smith Cove Cruise Terminal (Pier 91), 
3–9 pm, $15+)

 WildLights The zoo will be lit 
with thousands upon thousands of 
(energy-efficient) LED lights that 
re-create wild scenes and creatures. 
You can also throw fake snowballs at 
your friends, get up close with certain 
animal residents, and sip hot choco-
late. (Woodland Park Zoo, $23)

Zoolights Holiday traditions don’t get 
more classic than strolling through 
the zoo when it’s transformed into 
a luminous wonderland of 3-D 
animal light installations. Displays 
from previous years have included 
hammerhead sharks and sea turtles, a 
majestic polar bear family, and a giant 

Pacific octopus. (Point Defiance Zoo & 
Aquarium, 5–9 pm, $11–$13)

Sat Nov 30
24th Annual Magic in the Market 
For the 24th year, Magic in the Market 
brings a tree lighting, seasonal snacks 
and drinks, choirs, and photos with 
Santa to the already-magical Pike 
Place Market. You can even pick out 
a tree of your own to take home. (Pike 
Place Market, 11 am–6 pm, free)

Greet the Season Celebration 
Once Thanksgiving is over, welcome 
the holiday season with a miniature 
train display, a gift market with local 
makers, festive music, and more 
throughout Lake Union Park. (Lake 
Union Park, 10 am–5 pm, free/$22)

Nov 30–Dec 1
GeekCraft Expo If Etsy and Comic 
Con are two of your favorite things, you 
won’t want to miss this annual geeky 
craft market, which just so happens 
to align with holiday shopping season. 
Find unique gifts from local artists, or 
make your own crafts. (Magnuson Park 
Hangar 30, 10 am, free/$2)

Nov 30–Dec 31
 Garden d’Lights Whimsical 

flora and fauna, birds, animals, and 
cascading waterfalls get the holiday 
light treatment at Bellevue Botanical 
Garden’s annual display. (To be clear, 
actual birds and animals will not 
be strung with lights.) Wander the 
grounds and take photos among the 
“half a million” bulbs. (Bellevue Botan-
ical Garden, 4:30–9 pm, $5)

Fri Dec 6
The Great Figgy Pudding Caroling 
Competition Dozens of caroling 
teams will once again gather down-
town to sing holiday ditties in support 
of the Pike Market Senior Center 
& Food Bank, which offers free 

meals, free groceries, one-on-one 
counseling, and other services to 
low-income and homeless people in 
Seattle. The top caroling teams will 
compete in a very festive “sing-off” on 
the Figgy Pudding main stage at the 
end of the night. (Westlake Center, 
6–8:30 pm, free)

Dec 6–22
 Christmas Lighting Festival 

Holiday cheer abounds in Washing-
ton’s own Bavarian-style village of 
Leavenworth, which celebrates the 
season with live Christmas music, 
visits from both St. Nickolaus and 
Santa Claus, sledding, and more—all 
culminating in glorious lighting cere-
monies every Saturday and Sunday. 
(Leavenworth, free)

Sat Dec 7
Ballard HolidayFest 2019 It’s no 
surprise that Ballard—Seattle’s most 
Scandinavian neighborhood—takes 
the holidays as a chance to celebrate 
the wintry creatures of Nordic 
folklore. This family-friendly affair 
promises “Tomten adventures,” photos 
with Santa, snackable treats and hot 
chocolate, and more. (Bergen Place, 
3–6 pm, free)

Dec 7–8
39th Annual Winter Festival & 
Crafts Fair Scoop up one-of-a-kind 
gifts for your loved ones from over 
120 makers (including locally made 
wreaths), see dance traditions from 
around the world, and sip mulled wine 
and other hot drinks. Don’t forget 
to bring canned food donations for 
FamilyWorks Food Resource Center. 
(Phinney Neighborhood Association, 
10 am–5 pm, $4)

Redmond Lights Get in the holiday 
spirit at Redmond City Hall with a 
tree lighting, a fireworks show, crafts, 
and live entertainment. Then keep 
the merriment going with a light-filled 
stroll down the Redmond Central 
Connector to the Redmond Town 
Center, where you’ll be met with a 
live ice sculptor, a carousel, and more 
live performances. (Redmond City 
Hall, free)

 Urban Craft Uprising 15th 
Annual Winter Show You’d be hard-
pressed to find zilch for your loved 
ones at Urban Craft Uprising’s tried-
and-true indie craft show. With over 
150 vendors selling a huge variety of 
hand-crafted goods—from jewelry to 
clothing to paper goods to candles 
to housewares—you’re bound to find 
unique gifts for the holidays. (Seattle 
Center Exhibition Hall, 10 am, free)

COMMUNITY

Sat Sept 21
Fishermen’s Fall Festival The North 
Pacific fishing fleet’s annual return to 
their home terminal gives occasion 
to this waterfront fundraiser for the 
Seattle Fishermen’s Memorial Foun-
dation to assist families of fishermen 
lost at sea. You can learn about where 
your seafood comes from, make 
fishing-themed art projects (like a 
wooden boat, for instance), and cast 
a line into a pond for some catch-
and-release practice. (Fishermen’s 
Terminal, 11 am–6 pm, free)

Sept 21–22
 Seattle Children’s Festival I 

want to go somewhere that, instead 
of getting head-turns and raised 
eyebrows, no one even blinks when 
my daughter issues her piercing 
pterodactyl shriek—where it simply 
blends into the background of 
thousands of other tiny voices all 
raised to the sky in a chorus of noise. 
Seattle Children’s Fest seems like 
the place. Plus, there’s plenty to keep 
her entertained, including five stages’ 
worth of performances (dance from 

By Julianne Bell, Elaina Friedman, 
Leilani Polk, Dave Segal, Kim Selling, 

and Joule Zelman

Refract: The Seattle Glass Experience
OCTOBER 17–20

A fall festival showcasing the area’s bounty of glass artists with parties, tours, exhibits, and more. 
(Various locations)

COURTESY OF REFRACT
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around the world included), interac-
tive music-driven workshops, arts and 
crafts, and “tactile learning activities.” 
I’m sold. LP (Seattle Center, 10 am– 
4 pm, $10 suggested donation)

Sat Sept 28
Sustainable Ballard Festival The 
Sustainable Ballard Festival will 
continue its tradition of championing 
a more environmentally friendly world 
by offering arts activities, an urban 
farm with goats and chickens, live 
music on a solar-powered stage, a 
tea garden, and much more. This 
year’s theme is “Green Steps,” which 
will focus on ways you can make a 
difference in your community. (Ballard 
Commons Park, 11 am–4 pm, free)

Sept 28–29
 Lake Union Wooden Boat 

Festival Geek out over the history, 
craft, and culture of wooden boats 
of all shapes and sizes at this annual 
festival. You’ll get to climb aboard 
classic and modern vessels, tour 
Lake Union on a historic fleet, shop 
from maritime vendors, sip beer 
in a garden, and more. (Center for 
Wooden Boats, 10 am–6 pm, free)

Sat Oct 12
Water Lantern Festival Seattle Write 
a message or make a drawing on an 
LED lantern, then watch it drift across 
Green Lake with others’. Before the 
launch, enjoy food trucks, live music, 
and family activities. (Seattle Public 
Theater, 4–10:30 pm, $12–$25)

Oct 12–13
Seattle Home Show Homeowners 
looking to cozy up their new abode 
can get inspired by landscape and 
decor displays, chat with gardening 
and design experts, and, of course, 
shop for home goods. There will also 
be a wine and beer garden presented 
by Sleep Number (who we assume 
will provide comfy mattresses to 
sit on), cooking demos, and more. 
(CenturyLink Field Event Center, $13)

Oct 26–27
Sea-Meow Convention Seattle has 
come to its senses and will host its 
first-ever cat convention, bringing 
Pacific Northwest cat people of all 
stripes (and spots) under one roof for 
a weekend of feline-related activities 
and adoption opportunities. (Seattle 
Center Exhibition Hall, free)

MUSIC

Sept 18–22
DjangoFest NW DjangoFest bills 
itself as the “premier showcase of 
gypsy jazz music in North America.” 
Join with other “Djangophiles” in 
Langley for five days of performances, 
workshops, and informal “djam” 
sessions (their parlance) around 
Whidbey Island. (Langley, $30–$70)

Sept 19–22
 Kremfest 2019 It’s not quite on 

the level of Decibel Festival for world-
class electronic-music bookings, but 
Kremfest is making strides to fill the 
void that that Seattle institution left. 
The event unites various local crews 
to create a strong demonstration of 
the city’s robust underground club 
culture. DS (Kremwerk, 5–11:45 pm, 
$20–$35)

Fri Sept 27
Eliminator Fest 2019 Thrash away at 
this fest for the most maniacal among 
us, with Deceased making their first 
Seattle appearance in over a decade, 
Morbid Saint making their Pacific 
Northwest debut, and additional sets 
by R.I.P., Bewitcher, Oxygen Destroyer, 
Reversed, Kömmand, Greyhawk, Witch 
Vomit, Quayde LaHüe, Cerna Krev, 
Nightmare, Grave Dust, and Mortal 
Wound. (El Corazon, 8:30 pm, $70)

Sat Oct 5
 Rainier Beer’s R Day 2019 Join 

Artist Home and the Georgetown 
Merchants Association for a celebra-
tion of a tried-and-true Northwest 

standby, Rainier Beer, with live music 
from Red Fang, Wild Powwers, and 
Chong the Nomad. They promise 
a rowdy community mini-fest with 
plenty of Rainier to drink. This event 
will also double as a benefit for the 
Georgetown Merchants Association. 
(Various locations, 4–11 pm, free)

VELOCITY Join up with like-minded 
aficionados at this modular and 
synth-focused festival that boasts 
a full trade show, workshops, live 
performances, and a synth meet-up. 
(Substation, 11 am, $20)

Fri Oct 25
 FreakNight 2019 Annual high-key 

wild throwdown FreakNight, basically 
a Halloweentown Coachella, features 
a whole night of live music, dancing, 
a themed marketplace, and a darkly 
neon environment of scary circus 
attractions, bizarre sideshow marvels, 
and carnival rides. If all you want 
for Halloween is an opportunity to 
completely blow out all five of your 
senses, this is the spooky dance party 
for you. (WaMu Theater, 6:30 pm–1:30 
am, $95–$169)

Sun Nov 10
Seattle Slack Key Festival This 
all-day music festival is dedicated 
to Kanikapila-style Hawaiian music, 
which makes use of the open-tuned 
slack key guitar (as well as steel 
guitar and ukulele), played by many of 
Hawaii’s master musicians. (Highline 
Performing Arts Center, 1 pm, $63– 
$148)

Nov 14–17
 Seventh Annual Freakout Fest  

If Capitol Hill Block Party and Bumber-
shoot’s acts skew a bit too young 
and EDM-ish for you, you may want 
to check out Freakout Festival, which 
has been gradually improving in quality 
over the last seven years. What began 
as a psych-rock-heavy event has 
morphed into something more diverse, 
while still retaining elements of its 
original mission statement (see the 
festival name). This year’s lineup looks 
strong, with appearances by Death 
Valley Girls, Actionesse, Bearaxe, 
Elephant Stone, Federale, Khu.éex’, 
Razor Clam, and Terror/Cactus. DS 
(Various locations, 6 pm, $35/$65)

FOOD & DRINK

Sept 20–22
 Fremont Oktoberfest Hoist 

your heftiest steins in celebration of 
“Seattle’s largest beer festival,” where 
you can taste over 100 German and 
domestic craft beers (excuse us, 
“biers”) and feast on Bavarian-style 
food like bratwurst and soft pretzels. 
(Fremont, $25–$40)

Kirkland Oktoberfest Grab a bier 
and celebrate Oktoberfest with live 
oompah music, DJ dance parties, keg 
rolling, stein hoisting, and even weiner 
dog racing. Proceeds from the event 
benefit multiple Eastside charities, such 
as Imagine Housing, the American 
Cancer Society, Sibling House, and 
more. (Marina Park, 4 pm, $20–$40)

Sept 21–22
Seattle Nourished Festival For all 
you gluten-free, allergy-prone food 
lovers, this festival brings tons of tasty 
samples to suit your dietary needs. 
(Seattle Center Exhibition Hall, 10 am– 
3 pm, $5–$35)

Sept 27–29
Seattle Cowabunga Seattle Met’s 
Cowabunga festival presents four 
days of beefy bacchanalia, including 
cook-offs and cow meat tastings 
(plus some attention paid to seafood, 
cake, and booze, too). (South Lake 
Union Discovery Center, $75–$399)

Sat Sept 28
Cider Swig ~ the Greater Penin-
sula Cider Festival Taste more 
than 100 regional ciders (and other 
libations) paired with savory bites. 
Other attractions include the “Battle 
of the Pie” contest, apple launching, 
the live performance-filled Apple 

Carnivàle, and kids’ activities. (Sehmel 
Homestead Park, 12–5 pm, free)

Northwest Agave Fest This boozy 
festival has come a long way from 
its origins as a tequila bacchanal in a 
Phinney Ridge parking lot. Now they 
serve up cocktails across the agave 
spectrum, plus beer and bites. (Block 
41, 12–10 pm, $65–$85)

Washington Cigar & Spirits 
Festival If you’ve been waiting for an 
opportunity to wear your grandfa-
ther’s Italian loafers, this boozy-smoky 
festival is it. The event will feature 
tobacco products from eight cigar 
manufacturers and dozens of spirits 
to try. (Snoqualmie Casino, 7–10 pm, 
$125–$275)

Sept 28–29
The 2019 Northwest Tea Festival 
Learn about tea-drinking traditions 
around the world and sip warm 
steeped beverages at this two-day 
festival. (Seattle Center Exhibition Hall, 
10 am–4 pm, $15)

Thurs Oct 3
Brew at the Zoo What’s better than 
a day at the zoo? Sampling beer and 
enjoying exclusive animal encounters, 
we’d say. This tasting event offers 
attendees seven tokens, a souvenir 
tasting glass, a pair of general admis-
sion zoo tickets, and special meet-and-
greets with wild creatures. (Woodland 
Park, 5:30–8:30 pm, $36/$58)

Oct 4–19
 Leavenworth Oktoberfest 

Since Leavenworth is Washington’s 
Bavarian-style village all year round, 
we believe them when they say that 
their Oktoberfest celebration is “the 
next best thing to Munich.” Kicking off 
with an opening ceremony complete 
with a keg tapping and an oompah-
style marching band dressed in dirndls 
and lederhosen leading a procession, 
the festival promises German-style 
fare like bratwurst and coleslaw, family 
activities, and enough beer to keep 
your stein full at all times. (Leaven-
worth Festhalle, $10–$20)

Oct 4–5
 15th Annual Great Pumpkin 

Beer Festival The great pumpkin in 
question at Elysian Brewing Compa-
ny’s annual squash-themed celebra-
tion is a gigantic gourd weighing in at 
several hundred pounds. It’s scooped 
out, scorched, filled with pumpkin 
beer, sealed, conditioned, and tapped 
at the event. In addition, more than 
80 pumpkin beers, including around 
20 from Elysian, will be poured. Come 
clad in orange—some costumed 
attendees will be plucked from the 
crowd to be judged onstage and win 
a “thirst-quenching prize.” JB (Seattle 
Center, 4–10 pm, $5–$50)

Bier on the Pier At this two-day 
festival, quench your thirst with beer 
and ciders from over 40 Pacific 
Northwest breweries and cideries, 
and savor food truck offerings as you 
stroll along the Anacortes pier. Local 
bands Miller Campbell, Randy Weeks, 
and Gin Gypsy will provide live music. 
(Historic Port of Anacortes Warehouse, 
$7–$50)

Oct 4–6
Oktoberfest Northwest Enter 
the indoor Munich and Bavarian 
Festhalles for an Oktoberfest cele-
bration filled with German-style food, 
bier, and live entertainment. Families 
can also enjoy wiener dog races, a 
Stein Dash 5K or kids’ Root Beer 
Run, and more. (Washington State 
Fair Events Center, free–$65)

Sat Oct 5
17th Annual Fresh Hop Ale Festival 
Incredibly, Yakima Valley supplies 75 
percent of the nation’s hop crop. Yaki-
ma’s Fresh Hop Ale Festival, which 
benefits Yakima County–based arts 
and science organizations, provides 
a rare opportunity to taste a range 
of these hyper-seasonal, ephemeral 
beers in one place before they’re 
gone. (Yakima Valley, 5–10 pm, 
$15–$85)

Festivals

FANTAGRAPHICS  
BOOKSTORE & GALLERY

Comix, Graphic Novels  
and Badass Books
1201 S. VALE STREET 

GEORGETOWN  
206.557.4910

1716 23rd Ave, Seattle WA 98122

info@seattleschoolforboys.org
@ssbedu

Inspiring 
collaborative 
learners, 
creative thinkers, 
and compassionate 
leaders

2020-2021 
ADMISSIONS 
SEASON 
OPENING SOON

Programs and curriculum prepare 
students for a variety of high school 
learning and social environments.

THIS WEEKEND! 7/6-9: AMERIVESPA RALLY, 7/8: ART ATTACK,  
7/9: GEORGETOWN GARDEN WALK & CROSS POLLINATE

  

VISIT BEAUTIFUL GEORGETOWN! ART ATTACK 2nd SATURDAYS:     9/14, 10/12, 11/9

@leilani79

LEILANI
POLK

“Stay in your house pothead, 
no one wants to look at you or 
smell you.”

- slog commenter
thestranger.com/slog

mailto:info@seattleschoolforboys.org
http://thestranger.com/slog


68    SEAT TLE ART AND PERFORMANCE 

Third Friday art shows, statuary & garden 
art, silver & amber jewelry, artsy t-shirts, 

mythology, mayhem, and more!!!

4550 University Way NE • Seattle, WA
www.gargoylestatuary.com

26 Years of Unique!!!

New & Used Hi-Fi.
Music systems to
fi t any budget! 

6303 Roosevelt Way NE Seattle 
206.522.9609

www.hawthornestereo.com

Everything a Music Lover Needs
Turntables, Sonos, Electronics, Speakers, Service!

Visit these unique retailers 
for curated fashion,  

decor & gifts for art lovers.
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

http://www.gargoylestatuary.com/
http://www.hawthornestereo.com/


FALL 2019    69

Trucktoberfest 2019 Twenty-five 
Seattle food trucks and over 30 
breweries will convene curbside for 
a day of Bavarian-inspired feasting 
at the fourth annual Trucktoberfest, 
which also includes live music and 
lawn games. (South Lake Union 
Discovery Center, 3–9 pm, free)

Oct 5–6
OysterFest You can slurp freshly 
shucked bivalves and quaff wines and 
microbrews in peace knowing that all 
the proceeds from this festival will go 
into the coffers of the charities that 
help host it. There will also be live 
music, the annual West Coast Oyster 
Shucking Championships, water 
quality exhibits, and non-oyster food 
offerings like garlic shrimp and spring 
rolls. (Shelton, 10 am, $7/$14)

Oct 11–13
 Apple & Cider Festival At this 

third annual festival, take some time 
to appreciate the Olympic Peninsula’s 
apple orchards for a “tree-to-glass” 
weekend of cider tasting and 
autumnal feasting. (Port Townsend, 
free–$45)

Dungeness Crab & Seafood 
Festival Port Angeles’s nationally 
recognized crab extravaganza, whose 
claim to fame is apparently having 
been featured in a question on Jeop-
ardy!, offers copious crustaceans, as 
well as a chowder cook-off, a “grab-a-
crab” derby, local beer and wine, craft 
vendors, live music, art, chances to 
learn about Native American heritage 
in the Pacific Northwest, and more. 
(Port Angeles Waterfront, free)

Sat Oct 12
Seattle Fresh Hop Beer Festival 
2019 This festival is dedicated 
exclusively to beers made with 
unprocessed hops that have been 
picked no more than 24 hours before 
brewing, with selections from over 20 
Northwest breweries. (The Stables, 
12–4 pm, 5:30–9:30 pm)

Fri Nov 1
The Whisky Extravaganza This 
slow-sipping bacchanal promises over 
100 whiskys from distilleries around 
the Northwest, which you can try on 
their own or mixed into cocktails. Don’t 
worry, there will also be things to eat. 
(The Rainier Club, 6–10 pm, $150)

Sat Nov 2
 Cherry Bombe Jubilee Seattle 

The Indie mag Cherry Bombe, 
which celebrates women working 

in food, will host its daylong jubilee 
conference in Seattle, featuring talks 
and panels with female chefs, bakers, 
winemakers, indie food producers, 
and other members of the local 
culinary scene. (TBA, $226)

Fri Nov 8
Snohomish BrewFest Choose from 
75 beers from over 30 local craft 
brewers and feast on chicken sliders, 
brats, mac and cheese, brownies, 
bacon, and other comfort food. 
(According to the organizers, some 
attendees like to adorn themselves 
with homemade pretzel necklaces, so 
do with that information what you will.) 
(Thomas Family Farm, 6 pm, $30/$35)

Nov 8–9
 ATK Seattle Eats Festival The 

beloved public-television mainstay 
America’s Test Kitchen will come to 
the Emerald City with the second 
annual edition of their touring festival. 
Friday’s kickoff event benefiting Fare-
Start will celebrate the show’s 20th 
anniversary with appearances from 
the host and cast as well as food and 
drink from local chefs and bartenders, 
while the main event on Saturday 
features cooking demos, a pop-up 
shop, cookbook signings, photo ops, 
food from top Seattle chefs, cocktails, 
beer, and wine. (Bell Harbor Interna-
tional Conference Center, $100+)

Sat Nov 9
South Sound Winter Beer Festival 
This craft beer festival promises 
seasonal staples like “dark imperial 
stouts, roasty porters, strong beers, 
Scottish ales, barrel-aged surprises, 
spiced ales, piney IPAs” and much 
more from over 30 Washington brew-
eries. (Washington State Fair Events 
Center, 12–6 pm, $20–$25)

 Northwest Chocolate Festival 
2019 Now in its 10th year, this 
gathering of artisan chocolate makers 
actually extends beyond the Northwest 
to 20 countries, with exhibitors like 
beloved Seattle staples Fran’s and 
Bakery Nouveau and Portland’s 
Moonstruck Chocolate and Bees 
and Beans joining names like Theo 
and Philo Chocolates (from the 
Philippines), Hogarth Craft Chocolates 
(New Zealand), and FuWan Chocolate 
(Taiwan), among so many others. 
You’ll find milk and dark chocolate, 
truffles, bonbons, caramels, molten 
cakes, decadent desserts, and plenty 
more, in addition to enjoying demos, 
educational workshops and seminars, 
cooking classes, and tastings. Look, 
it’s lots of chocolate, okay? How can 

you argue with that? LP  (Smith Cove 
Cruise Terminal (Pier 91), 10 am–5 pm, 
$10–$95)

Nov 11–16
 Seattle Pizza Week 2019 The 

Stranger presents the inaugural 
Seattle Pizza Week! Taste $2 pizza 
slices, crafted exclusively for this 
week, all over the city for one week 
only! (Various locations)

Fri Nov 15
Washington Distillers Festival Fight 
the November chill by sipping samples 
of local handcrafted spirits from 
regional distillers. Plus, bid in a silent 
auction to win distillery tours, special 
tastings, and limited-edition bottles. 
(McMenamins Anderson School,  
6–10 pm, $35)

Sat Nov 16
32nd Annual Winter Beer Taste At 
this event, taste beers from a ton of 
local microbreweries—with snacks 
included in the ticket price, too—at the 
Phinney Neighborhood Association. 
(Phinney Neighborhood Association, 
7–10 pm, $25–$60)

Fri Nov 22
Beaujolais Nouveau Wine Festival 
Welcome the season’s new wines 
at this festival with excellent French 
wines like the Beaujolais Nouveau, 
a buffet featuring fine French-influ-
enced cuisine, French music (live and 
DJ), and an auction of rare treats that 
include wine, hotel, and restaurant 
certificates. (Columbia Tower Club, 
7–11 pm)

Sat Nov 23
 Gobble Up Seattle 2019 Just 

in time for Thanksgiving (and the 
subsequent holidays), Urban Craft 
Uprising will host this specialty food 
show for the third year in a row, prom-
ising over 100 local vendors slinging 
everything from cooking equipment 
to homemade jam. (Magnuson Park 
Hangar 30, 10 am, free)

ARTS & 
PERFORMANCE

Sept 12–22
Schack-toberfest Immortalize your 
fall spirit by choosing from over 900 
glass pumpkins and gourds, hand-
crafted in the Schack glassblowing 
studio, to “pick” and purchase. 
(Schack Art Center, free)

Sat Sept 21
 The Handmade & Reclaimed 

Market Shop for art pieces made 
from reclaimed materials from over 
35 artists at this market. (Second Use 
Building Materials, 10 am–4 pm, free)

Sept 21–22
Sammamish Arts Showcase 
Unfettered to any one art form, this 
two-day festival will bring in painters 
and sculptures, ballet and hip-hop 
dancers, jazz musicians, and tons of 
other creatives. (Central Washington 
University - Sammamish, 10 am–5 pm, 
free)

Sept 25–29
Bellevue Fashion Week See what 
fall fashion trends are in store at the 
Bellevue Collection’s annual week 
of runway shows, beauty demos, 
fancy parties, and lots of shopping. 
(Bellevue Collection, $100–$175)

Sat Sept 28
Seattle Children’s Book Festival 
Take your young readers to meet 
award-winning children’s book 
authors and illustrators from all over 
the country, including Tracey West 
(DragonMasters), Tui T. Sutherland 
(Wings of Fire), Dana Simpson 
(Phoebe and her Unicorn), and many 
others. You’ll have the chance to 
pick up signed copies, participate in 
hands-on literary and arts activities, 
and hear readings and presentations. 
(Greenwood Elementary School,  
11 am–3 pm, free)

Festivals

Seventh Annual 
Freakout Fest
NOVEMBER 14–17

Ballard’s psych rock and beyond music fest. 
(Various locations)

JAKE HANSON
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Oct 3–13
Seattle Made Week Not only do 
local producers and manufacturers 
make cool stuff, but they also create 
jobs and allow our region to rely 
less on the global economy. Seattle 
Made’s annual celebration of local 
makers features a week of pop-ups, 
meet-the-maker events, a party, a 
panel discussion, and vendor show-
cases. (Various locations, 8 am–5 pm, 
free–$35)

Oct 4–7
Seattle Latin Dance Festival 2019 
Latinx dance artists both local and 
visiting will offer workshops in salsa, 
bachata, and other styles, and will give 
stellar performances at this two-day 
festival. The festival will kick off with 
a performance from stars of So You 
Think You Can Dance. (The Westin 
Bellevue, 8 pm–4 am, $45)

Oct 9–13
 Borealis After a successful first 

year, the kaleidoscopic light art project 
Borealis will return to South Lake 
Union to transform the exterior of 
MOHAI into a surface for beautifully 
trippy video projection mapping instal-
lations created by regional and inter-
national artists. Stop at food trucks 
and a beer garden on your self-guided 
journey around the building. This 
year’s theme is “Untethered.” (Museum 
of History & Industry (MOHAI), free)

Oct 12–13
Seattle Antiquarian Book Fair For 
the book lover who appreciates the 
specific thrill of the crack of a dusty 
spine and the smell of old pages, the 
Seattle Antiquarian Book Fair features 
thousands of collectible books, prints, 
maps, manuscripts, and other rare 
documents to geek out over. Vendors 
from across the U.S., England, 
Canada, and elsewhere will attend. 
(Seattle Center, $5)

Oct 17–20
 Refract: The Seattle Glass 

Experience Seattle and its 
neighboring cities, like Tacoma and 
Bellevue, are known for producing 
some of the best and most innovative 
glass art in the nation. This fall 
festival will highlight the intense 
creative production of the region, 
with parties, exhibitions, talks, tours 
(like one of Dale Chihuly’s boat-
house!), and films. Venues include 
Chihuly Garden and Glass, the 
Museum of Glass in Tacoma, Seattle 
Glassblowing Studio, and many more. 
(Various locations)

Oct 24–25
Lemonhaze Cannabis Convention 
& Uncanny Festival Comics and 
cannabis professionals—a prime 
example of a symbiotic relationship—
from Washington State and beyond 
will gather for the second annual 
Lemonhaze Convention & Comedy 
Festival, which will feature special 
talks, exhibitors, and performances. 
(Tacoma Dome, $99)

Nov 2–3
Handmade Tile & Art Festival More 
than 20 Northwest artists will show 
their handmade tile work, including 
a large display of garden art. The 
event also includes a juried art show 
featuring tiles made using traditional 
techniques. (Mount Baker Community 
Club, free)

Sat Nov 9
 Short Run Comix & Arts Festival 

In 2018, Stranger lit critic Rich Smith 
wrote of Short Run: “You’re going. 
You’re bringing at LEAST $50 cash. 
You’re picking up new art books, 
zines, buttons, and little strips of 
beautiful screen-printed ephemera 
from more than 270 internationally/
nationally/locally-renowned comics 
creators.” All this applies for the ninth 
edition of Short Run, only it’ll be 
even bigger. This year’s artists will 
include Jasjyot Singh Hans, Glynnis 
Fawkes, Marc Bell, Malaka Gharib, 
and Jul Gordon. (Mexican artist 

Abraham Diaz will unfortunately not 
be present, having been denied a 
visa.) There will also be a screening 
of a collection of the late, lamented 
Bruce Bickford’s animation, courtesy 
of Clyde Petersen and friends. Head 
to the afterparty at the Vera Project 
once you’re done shopping. (Fisher 
Pavilion, 11 am–6 pm, free)

CULTURE

Sept 20–22
Saint Demetrios Greek Festival 
This hallmark early-fall tradition is 
your chance to get a taste of Greek 
food, music, and tradition. Stop by 
the tent to feast on classic fare like 
gyros, loukoumades (sticky-sweet 
deep-fried pastries), and baklava, 
enjoy live music with Taki and the 
Mad Greeks, and see dancing from 
St. Demetrios dance groups. Plus, 
you can take a guided church tour, 
taste wine, and more. (St. Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox Church, free)

Sept 28–29
The Italian Festival Celebrate the 
rich culture of the old country with 
food, crafts, puppet theatre, Italian 
films, a grape-stomping contest, and 
a bocce ball tournament. (Seattle 
Center, free)

Taste of Romania Discover 
Romanian food, music and dancing, 
and crafting. (Three Holy Hierarchs 
Romanian Orthodox Church, free)

Sun Oct 6
CroatiaFest The vast Balkan country 
of Croatia, which lies on the coast of 
the Adriatic Sea, is rich with tradition. 
(Fun fact: It was also the breeding 
place for the first Dalmations.) Learn 
about its past and present at this 
festival filled with food, art exhibits, 
traditional costumes and perfor-
mances, and a marketplace. (Seattle 
Center, 12 pm, free)

Sat Oct 12
Diwali Ball It’s a fundraising cele-
bration of the Hindu festival of light 
at SAM. The festive evening includes 
an Indian dinner, dance performances 
and Bollywood dance, henna, and art 
tours. (Seattle Art Museum, 7:30 pm– 
12:30 am, $200–$500)

Oct 19–20
Turkfest If you saw Kedi and you’re 
fascinated by a place that justly treats 
cats like royalty, or you just want to 
learn more about Turkish culture 
as a whole, this festival promises to 
enlighten you with live performances, 
visual arts, food, a Turkish tea house, 
and a marketplace. (Seattle Center, 
11 am–6 pm, free)

Sat Oct 26
Diwali Family Festival At this cele-
bration of the Hindu festival of lights, 
take a tour of the special exhibition 
Flesh and Blood: Italian Masterpieces 
from the Capodimonte Museum and 
enjoy live performances. (Seattle Art 
Museum, 11 am–2 pm, free)

Diwali: Lights of India Experience 
Diwali, the autumn Hindu festival that 
celebrates the triumph of light over 
darkness, by seeing classical Odissi, 
Bharatanatyam, and Kathak dances, 
admiring a mandala (rangoli) deco-
rative arrangement, getting a henna 
tattoo, eating Indian vegetarian food, 
and more. (Seattle Center, 12 pm, 
free)

Fri Nov 1
Día de los Muertos: Community 
Night Out The Seattle Art Museum 
celebrates Día de los Muertos every 
year with a tapete (sand painting) 
installation inspired by Oaxacan tradi-
tions, a dance performance, and lots 
of art activities. (Seattle Art Museum, 
7–9 pm, free)

Sat Nov 2
Día de los Muertos – Day of the 
Dead Festival Honor loved ones 
who have died by decorating a 
calavera, adding personal mementos 
and offerings to an altar, enjoying 

live music and dancing, and tasting 
treats like Mexican hot chocolate. 
(Phinney Neighborhood Association, 
3–7 pm, free)

Nov 2–3
Día de Muertos: A Mexican 
Celebration to Remember Our 
Departed Explore a community altar 
and cemetery, take part in traditional 
Día de los Muertos rituals, craft paper 
skeletons and sugar skulls, and 
march in a music-filled procession to 
remember the dead. (Seattle Center, 
free)

Sun Nov 3
Día de los Muertos Festival For the 
15th year, honor the dead by seeing 
more than 30 community altars and a 
colorful tapete (sand painting) instal-
lation, eating traditional Mexican food, 
watching Aztec dancing, dancing to 
a mariachi band, making sugar skulls, 
and more. (Tacoma Art Museum, free)

Sat Nov 9
Hmong New Year Celebration 
Celebrate the Hmong cultural 
traditions of China, Laos, and Thailand 
with a New Year celebration replete 
with a ball-tossing ritual, flower cloth 
sessions, live performances, and food. 
(Seattle Center, free)

Nov 23–24
Julefest See how Nordic countries 
ring in the Yuletide by tasting Scan-
dinavian treats, seeing performances 
from local Nordic groups, and shop-
ping for house-made wares. (Nordic 
Museum)

GEEK

Oct 5–6
BrickCon Legos may be popular 
among kids, but there’s something 
about building a world made of tiny 
blocks that transcends age require-
ments. At this 18th annual festival, 
you’ll get the chance to build your 
own masterpiece, marvel at models 
made by master builders from around 
the world, and purchase custom sets 
and parts. (Seattle Center, free)

Oct 26–27
Jet City Comic Show 2019 Billing 
itself as a “family-friendly comic con,” 
this event focuses on comic books 
and their creators. Head here to meet 
authors, show off your cosplay, and 
get autographs. (Greater Tacoma 
Convention & Trade Center, 10 am, 
$10–$20)

Nov 8–10
Port Gamble Ghost Conference 
Amateur ghost hunters can take 
classes, sit in on panel discussions, 
and participate in paranormal investi-
gations at this three-day conference in 
the ghost-riddled town of Port Gamble. 
(Hood Canal Vista Pavilion, $30–$40)

Nov 15–17
Dungeon Siege West Lay waste to 
the tabletop in this festival celebrating 
all things fantasy, role-play, and 
synth-related. Dungeon Siege West 
will make its West Coast debut with 
this three-day set of D&D/tabletop 
gaming sessions, live dungeon synth 
sets from groups like Sombre Arcane, 
Guild of Lore, and Mors Certa, and 
vending by prominent genre labels, 
related magazines, and community 
tastemakers. (Highline, 5 pm, $30)

Nov 16–17
 GeekGirlCon For the ninth year, 

geek girls (and all gender identities) 
can revel in another great lineup of 
panel discussions, games, science 
experiments, and vendors. (Wash-
ington State Convention & Trade 
Center, $35–$50)

Festivals

ARTS & 
PERFORMANCE 

CONCERTS  HALLOWEEN EVERYTHING ELSE

THINGS TO DO

Your Complete Guide to Fall 
Events in Seattle

Visit StrangerThingsToDo.com to find every event 
happening in Seattle—and now, save the ones you want to 
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“Jordan Peterson accomplished more by 
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FILM FESTIVALS 
& SERIES

Sept 20–29
Local Sightings Film Festival 

2019 This year, the regional film festival 
will get even more local, partnering 
with homegrown nonprofits and media 
production companies like Indigenous 
Showcase, Sustainable Seattle, 
Langston, Pr0n 4 Freakz, NFFTY, and 
more. Once again, the city will become 
a hub for indie filmmakers who eschew 
New York or LA for the earnest and 
eccentric Northwest. Local Sightings 
acts as a showcase and watering hole 
for regional filmmakers, VR artists, 
and others who range from emotional 
storytellers to nature documentarists 
to political essayists. Many of them 
will attend, which makes for an 
opportunity for local professional and 
aspiring moviemakers to meet at the 
screenings, workshops, and parties. JZ 
(Northwest Film Forum)

Sept 26–Oct 3
French Cinema Now For one week, 
Seattle turns into a center for French 
and Francophone cinema culture, 
offering some of the best movies you’ll 
see all year. The fest will open with 
The Shiny Shrimp, a comedy about a 
flamboyant gay water polo team. (SIFF)

Sept 26–Oct 6 
Tasveer South Asian Film Festival 

Always relevant and on the artistic 
vanguard, Tasveer’s biggest annual 
event does its best to dispel myths 
about South Asian countries. This year, 
the film festival will focus on India, 
with an emphasis on #MeToo stories 
and diaspora. The opening film will 
be Danish Renzu’s The Illegal, about 
a Kashmiri immigrant in Los Angeles. 
(Various locations)

Sept 26–Dec 5
The 42nd Film Noir Series Don’t 

miss the museum’s annual revisitation 
of some of America’s darkest cine-
matic delights. It’s billed as “the world’s 
longest-running film noir series,” full 
of crime, smoke, and sex appeal. This 
year’s series will include treasures like 
Edward Dmytryk’s tricksy Murder, My 
Sweet and Samuel Fuller’s loony The 
Naked Kiss, as well as more unusual 
choices like the Marilyn Monroe-star-
ring Niagara, Hitchcock’s The Wrong 
Man, and Stanley Kubrick’s Lolita. It’ll 
finish off with David Lynch’s mesmer-
izing, eternally rewatchable Mulholland 
Drive. (Seattle Art Museum) 

Fri Sept 27
Outdoor Movies at the Chateau: 
Office Space Settle in with a glass or 
bottle of wine from the shop, which will 
be open extended hours, as you rewatch 
this comedy about the hell of microman-
agement. (Chateau Ste. Michelle)

Sept 27 & 29
Manhattan Short Film Festival Judge 
finalist short films from all around the 
world at the Manhattan Short Festival, 
which tours worldwide. Your ballots 
for Best Actor and Best Film will be 
counted, along with those of thousands 
of other filmgoers. (Varsity Theatre)

Sept 29–Dec 18
Studio Ghibli Fest Fathom Events 
will present screenings of the best 
hits by this world-renowned animation 
studio, including The Secret World of 
Arrietty (Sept 29–30), Spirited Away 
(Oct 27–30), and Princess Mononoke 
(Nov 17–20). (Various locations)

Thurs Oct 3
Stories of Our Watersheds Learn 
about river systems and watersheds 
at this conservationist short film 
festival. Travel cinematically to British 

Columbia, Puerto Rico, Oregon, 
Arizona, Sequim, and elsewhere. 
(Northwest Film Forum)

Oct 3–10
Tacoma Film Festival Tacoma’s 

offering to the Northwest international 
film scene, named one of the “Top 50 
Film Festivals Worth the Entry Fee” by 
MovieMaker, includes more than 200 
movies, talks by visitors from around 
the world, a VR studio, workshops, 
and parties. Students get in free! 
(Grand Cinema [Tacoma])

Oct 3–12
Social Justice Film Festival This 
film festival highlights fierce and 
powerful progressive movements 
around the world. As social justice 
provides the only throughline, many of 
the movies have little in common. But 
the selection skews toward limber, 
on-the-ground filmmaking in the midst 
of protests and conflicts. This edition’s 
theme is “Courage.” (Various locations)

Seattle Latino Film Festival This 
year’s Seattle festival of Hispanic and 
Latinx cinema will feature 10 days 
of independent movies, filmmaker 
panels, workshops, and more, begin-
ning with a splashy opening gala. (To 
be announced location)

Through Oct 6
Abbas Kiarostami Retrospective 

Treasured Seattle art house cinemas 
will revisit the masterpieces of one 
of the most important filmmakers 
of the 20th and 21st centuries: the 
Iranian director Abbas Kiarostami, 
who died in France in 2016. During 
his long career, he explored the fine 
line between documentary and fiction, 
the relationship between spectator 
and image, and the mysteries of life 
and death. As of this publication, you’ll 
still have time to see six extraordinary 
movies: Taste of Cherry and And Life 
Goes On at SIFF Film Center, Through 
The Olive Trees and Close-up (on 35 
mm!) at Grand Illusion; and The Wind 
Will Carry Us and a short film program 
at the Beacon. (Various locations)

Oct 7–21
Silent Movie Mondays Every 

year, the Seattle Theatre Group pairs 
screenings of underappreciated silent 
films with live musical scores, often 
performed on the Mighty Wurlitzer 
organ. This fall, the series will turn its 
attention to early black cinema—surely 
one of the most fascinating and unjustly 
neglected strains of studio filmmaking 
of the 20th century. Watch interracial 
drama The Scar of Shame, produced by 
the Colored Players Film Corporation 
in Philadelphia in 1927; Body and Soul, 
which marked famed black thespian 
Paul Robeson’s film debut in 1925; 
and Within Our Gates from 1920, the 
“the earliest surviving feature film by 
an African American director” (Oscar 
Micheaux). (Paramount Theatre)

Oct 10–14
Orcas Island Film Festival 

Started five years ago by Jared 
Lovejoy, with curation help from 
SIFF’s former artistic director Carl 
Spence, the Orcas Island Film Festival 
screens star-stuffed, A-list art-house 
films. (Various locations [Orcas Island])

Oct 10–20
Seattle Queer Film Festival Local 

shorts, indie features, and national or 
international releases will stoke and 
satisfy your appetite for gay, lesbian, 
bi, trans, and otherwise queer-focused 
films, from hot romances to incisive 
documentaries to perverse suspense 
flicks. The festival will open with the 
Judy Garland doc Sid & Judy and close 
with acclaimed French director Céline 
Sciamma’s Portrait of a Lady on Fire. 
(Various locations)

Oct 17–20
Kinofest This festival, in association 
with the Portland German Film Festival, 
screens new and classic German-lan-
guage cinema from Germany, Austria, 
and Switzerland. (SIFF)

Oct 23–27
Maddin Mini-Retrospective Revisit 
some of the surrealist filmmaker 

Guy Maddin’s weirdest and most 
acclaimed works, like his debut, 
Tales from the Gimli Hospital; the 
19th-century Alpine village-set melo-
drama Careful; and his classic ode to 
his central Canadian birthplace, My 
Winnipeg. (Northwest Film Forum) 

Oct 24–27
NFFTY The “young filmmaker’s 

Cannes”—Charles Mudede called 
it “world-class”—the National Film 
Festival for Talented Youth assembles 
the best films made by directors 
under 25. See works by promising 
cineastes who will make you feel very 
old. (Various locations)

Oct 24 & Nov 14
Nocturnal Emissions Dark-minded 

burlesque maven Isabella L. Price and 
Clinton McClung of Cinebago Events will 
return with their cheeky, sexy, macabre 
series Nocturnal Emissions, which pref-
aces unusual horror classics with “phan-
tasmagoric” burlesque performances and 
other fun. The two films in fall will be the 
teen werewolf horror Ginger Snaps in 
October, and the John Boyega-starring 
Attack the Block in November. JZ (North-
west Film Forum)

Oct 25–27
Friday Harbor Film Festival The 
Friday Harbor Film Festival, founded 
by Lynn Danaher and Karen Palmer, 
is a good excuse to visit the San 
Juans, with about 35 documentaries 
focusing on Pacific Rim topics from 
culture to environmentalism, as well 
as discussions with filmmakers and 
special events. (Friday Harbor) 

Oct 25–Nov 3
Guy Maddin’s ‘Seances’ Mindful 

of the fact that “80% of films from the 
silent era have been lost,” avant-garde 
filmmaker Guy Maddin, along with 
Evan and Galen Johnson, has created 
reinterpretations of some of these 
permanently vanished movies. During 
the Seances, these new films will be 
shown in recombinations that will 
never again be exactly reproduced. 
(Northwest Film Forum)

Oct 27–28
Nightmare Emporium: Horror Film 
Anthology Horror flick fiends can get 
their fix of frightful short films at this 
festival. (Central Cinema) 

Nov 6–24
Dan Savage’s HUMP! Film 

Festival The 15th Annual HUMP!, 
the world’s biggest and best porn 
short film festival, premieres in Seattle, 
Portland, and San Francisco this 
November! The HUMP! Film Festival 
screens in theaters and nothing is 
ever released online. HUMP! films 
can be hardcore, softcore, live-action, 
animated, kinky, vanilla, straight, gay, 
lez, bi, trans, genderqueer—anything 
goes at HUMP! (Well, almost anything: 
No poop, no animals, no minors, no 
MAGA hats.) DAN SAVAGE (On the 
Boards)

Nov 7–9
Engauge Experimental Film 
Festival This experimental film festival 
will once again screen “films that 
originated on film” from artists around 
the world. (Northwest Film Forum)

Nov 7–14
Cinema Italian Style The Cinema 
Italian Style is a weeklong SIFF 
mini-festival featuring the best in 
contemporary Italian cinema. (SIFF)

Nov 21–24
Seattle Turkish Film Festival The 
Turkish American Cultural Association 
of Washington will present the sixth 
annual edition of their commu-
nity-driven, volunteer-led festival 
featuring a rich panorama of new 
Turkish films. (SIFF Cinema Uptown & 
Pacific Science Center) 

Nov 15–17
ARCS Seattle Romanian Film 

Festival This brief but mighty film 
festival screens features from one of 
the most fertile, innovative, intellectual 
film industries in Europe. This year’s 
edition of ARCS’s annual event, the 
sixth, is subtitled “Stories OFF the 

Wall,” emphasizing overcoming barriers 
and borders (like the Berlin Wall, of 
course). (SIFF Cinema Uptown) 

TOP SCREENINGS 
& RELEASES

Mon Sept 16
Master Z: Ip Man Legacy If you’re 
going to artificially extend the life of 
this already exhausted film series, 
you could do worse than getting 
Yuen Woo-Ping, Michelle Yeoh, Dave 
Bautista, and Tony Jaa to show up 
and whup ass. (The Beacon) 

Tues Sept 17
One Cut of the Dead The premise 

of this film-within-a-film made me 
snicker: a low-budget zombie flick is 
being shot at an abandoned water 
filtration plant when a real zombie 
apocalypse actually begins, much to the 
excitement of the director, who insists 
that the camera operator continue 
shooting. It’s basically a cheeky-as-fuck 
Japanese zom-com made with an 
incredibly low budget (¥3 million, or 
$25k) and a cast of unknown actors, 
but which saw international success 
and ultimately grossed ¥3.12 billion 
in Japan and $30.5 million worldwide. 
Also, it has a surprisingly high Rotten 
Tomatoes rating (100 percent). Is 
your curiosity piqued yet? Definitely 
for fans of the zombie film genre, but 
also anyone with an appreciation for a 
B-movie horror flick done right. LP (SIFF 
Cinema Uptown)

Wed Sept 18
Putney Swope Robert Downey Sr.’s 
1969 satire is about a token black 
advertising executive who, thanks to 
white hubris, is accidentally elected 
chairman of the board. A forebear of 
Sorry to Bother You? For Art House 
Theater Day, a celebration of our 
precious neighborhood cinemas, 
treat yourself to this new restoration 
of a film admired by Paul Thomas 
Anderson. (Grand Illusion)

Sept 18–19
Daisies The young and beautiful stars 

of this 1966 Czech film date and dump 
older men, giggle a lot, eat a lot, walk 
around the city, get drunk and rowdy, play 
with each other in bed, get philosophical 
about life and desire. They came from 
nowhere; they are going nowhere. They 
are happy to be here forever. What a 
lovely movie. CM (The Beacon) 

Thurs Sept 19
We Are the Radical Monarchs 

Meet the Radical Monarchs, an 
Oakland-based group for girls of color 
who advocate for social justice in the 
face of the hope-crushing machine 
that is post-2016 American society. 
(SIFF Cinema Egyptian)

Sept 19 & 23
The Grandmaster Wong Kar-wai’s film, 
starring Tony Leung and Ziyi Zhang, is 
about Ip Man, the legendary teacher of 
Wing Chun kung fu. (The Beacon)

Opening Fri Sept 20
Ad Astra Twenty years ago, an astro-
naut (Tommy Lee Jones) disappeared 
on a mission to Neptune to find 
extraterrestrial life. Now his son (Brad 
Pitt) sets out after him, into the hostile 
void of space. Director James Gray 
(The Lost City of Z) intends this film to 
realistically portray space travel in all 
its discomforts. (Wide release)

Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool 
Miles Davis was one of the greatest 
musicians ever. He was also a nasty 
motherfucker. Stanley Nelson’s 
documentary Miles Davis: Birth of the 
Cool pivots on these two immutable 
elements of the jazz trumpeter’s 
existence with a penetrating, analytical 
approach that doesn’t stint on emotion. 

One Cut of the Dead
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

Fiction becomes reality in this low-budget, high-grossing Japanese zom-com. (SIFF Cinema Uptown) 

Film By Charles Mudede, Leilani Polk, 
 Dave Segal, and Joule Zelman

Note: Wide-release film opening dates are subject to change.
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It’s about as rewarding a dissection of 
a great artist and problematic human 
as one could hope for in under two 
hours. Nelson enlists an elite cadre of 
Davis’s bandmates, wives and lovers, 
childhood friends, family members, 
promoters, music critics and histo-
rians, managers, and label bosses, 
plus Carlos Santana, to provide key 
insights into this tormented genius. DS 
(SIFF Cinema Egyptian)

Paris Is Burning Jennie Living-
ston’s enthralling and heartbreaking 
portrait of drag ball culture in late-
’80s New York is one of the best 
documentaries ever made. (SIFF 
Cinema Uptown)

Rambo: Last Blood Sylvester 
Stallone is 73 years old. Please think 
about that when you watch this film, 
which promises to be the last Rambo 
ever made (the first and best one, 
Rambo: First Blood, was released 
back in 1982, when Stallone was in 
his mid-30s). The story of Rambo: He 
fought in the Vietnam War, he returned 
home and went savage on a bunch of 
rural cops, then he returned to Vietnam 
and blew up shit there. He also went 
to Afghanistan and basically helped 
Al-Qaeda beat the Soviets. This man 
knows death. This has been his whole 
life. And in Last Blood, he kills some 
more. Damn! CM  (Wide release)

Sept 20–25
Half-Baked Surely this screening 
won’t be packed full of highly stoned 
Chappelle fans softly giggling to their 
favorite lines in a rippling five-second 
radius both before and after they’re 
recited on-screen. BOBBY ROBERTS 
(Central Cinema)

The Third Man If this movie 
doesn’t glamorize the life of black-
market profiteers in immediate post-
WWII Vienna, then no movie ever did. 
Joseph Cotten plays Holly Martins, 
a “scribbler with too much drink in 
him,” trying to clear the name of his 
recently deceased best friend, the 
nefarious Harry Lime (Orson Welles, 
at his cherubic pinnacle). The acting, 
music, photography, and dialogue 
(script by Graham Greene, the British 
author, not the Native American actor) 
are peerless. SEAN NELSON (Central 
Cinema)

Sept 20–26
Murder in the Front Row: The San 
Francisco Bay Area Thrash Metal 
Story Adam Dubin’s new documen-
tary about “Bay Area headbangers” 
features interviews with members of 
Metallica, Megadeth, Slayer, Anthrax, 
and more. (Grand Illusion)

Sat Sept 21
Saturday Morning Cartoons: The 
Last Unicorn This glum gothic 
fantasy from 1982 features the 
voices of Mia Farrow and Jeff 
Bridges. (SIFF Cinema Uptown)

Sun Sept 22
Penguin’s Memory: Shiawase 
Monogatari An injured penguin 
soldier wanders through the country-
side, takes a job at the library, and falls 
in love in this anime film. (The Beacon)

Sept 23 & 25
SPL II: A Time for Consequences 
A Hong Kong undercover cop (Wu 
Jing) discovers a sinister organ-
stealing operation when he’s thrown 
into a Thai jail. Will a jacked Thai 
guard (Tony Jaa) help him escape a 
terrible fate? (The Beacon)

Wed Sept 25
Anthropocene Filmmakers Jennifer 
Baichwal, Nicholas de Pencier, and 
Edward Burtynsky travel the globe to 
document the impact humans have 
made on the planet. (SIFF Cinema 
Uptown)

Sept 25–26
The Discreet Charm of the 

Bourgeoisie The Discreet Charm of the 
Bourgeoisie is surrealism as shaggy-dog 
story, but not quite surrealism lite. Like 
Mark Twain—another funny guy—Luis 
Buñuel’s humor, even at its gentlest, still 
bites. If you enjoy laughing at yourself 
(ah yes, my friend, you too are bour-
geois), you won’t find a better classic 
than this film. BARLEY BLAIR (The Beacon)

Thurs Sept 26
Puget Soundtrack – Arrington 

de Dionyso’s This Saxophone 
Kills Fascists Presents ‘Emer-
gency Labyrinth’ Olympia music 
vet Arrington de Dionyso (Old Time 
Relijun, Malakait dan Singa) has been 
a force of radical sonic agitation for 
more than two decades. Blessed with 
extraordinary lung power (you should 
hear his throat singing), de Dionyso 
can rip on the sax like an American 
Peter Brötzmann. So it should be 
interesting to hear what ADD conjures 
for his live soundtrack to Emergency 
Labyrinth, a stop-motion animation 
of the creation of a 40-foot sumi ink 
scroll. DS (Northwest Film Forum)

Opening Fri Sept 27
Monos This is one strange beast of 
a movie. Set in the fog-enshrouded 
mountains of Colombia, the action 
centers on the scrappy, Lord of the 
Flies–like members of a guerrilla 
operation called The Organization. 
When they aren’t dancing around 
bonfires, firing assault rifles into the 
air, and beating up on each other, 
the soldiers are training to do… 
something (the politics are intentionally 
vague). Recommended mostly for the 
jaw-dropping topography, Mica Levi’s 
synapse-scrambling score, and the 
Apocalypse Now–level cinematog-
raphy. KATHY FENNESSY (SIFF Cinema 
Uptown)

Sept 27–Oct 1
Slither Guard all your orifices as you 
watch James Gunn’s gruesome The 
Blob-esque creature feature about 
devilish little slug-monsters of death. 
(Central Cinema) 

When Harry Met Sally One of the 
truly formative American romantic 
comedies, this film is also responsible 
for perpetuating the hetero-bullshit 
axiom that men and women can’t truly 
be friends. (Central Cinema)

Sept 28–29
Through the Olive Trees Abbas 

Kiarostami’s Through the Olive Trees 
is one of the peaks of the Iranian new 
wave movement, which began around 
1987 and ended in 2006. The movie is 
about a young and poor laborer who falls 
in love with a young and middle-class 
student. The laborer spends the entire 
film following the educated woman and 
making big promises—if they marry, he 
will be a good husband, he will give her 
all the intellectual freedom she needs, 
he will do all the work and she all of the 
reading. The ending of this film is, for me, 
the greatest ending in all of cinema. CM 
(Grand Illusion)

Sept 29–Oct 3
Becoming Nobody Ram Dass, the 
spiritual teacher, author, and former 
colleague of Timothy Leary, converses 
on camera with director Jamie Catto 
(who’ll be in attendance at NWFF 
on the first night of the film’s run). 
The interview is intercut with archival 
footage. (Northwest Film Forum)

Opening Fri Oct 4
Chained for Life Aaron Schimberg 
trenchantly examines othering and 
exploitation in this meta film about 
an able-bodied, traditionally attractive 
actress (Jess Weixler) cast in a 
problematic horror-ish movie featuring 
disabled and disfigured actors (including 
the romantic lead, played by Adam 
Pierson of Under the Skin). (SIFF Film 
Center) 

Lucy in the Sky An astronaut played 
by Natalie Portman returns to Earth 
and, failing to adjust to terrestrial 
life, starts mentally unraveling in TV 
director Noah Hawley’s film debut. 
(Various locations)

Oct 4–9
Legally Blonde A deceptively ditzy 
sorority queen turns into a surprisingly 
effective lawyer and champion of 
wronged women. (Central Cinema)

Re-Animator H.P. Lovecraft’s 
blasphemous resurrector gets the 
cinematic treatment in this schlock 
classic. (Central Cinema)

Anthropocene
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

A doc offering a global examination of the environmental impact that  
humans have made on the planet. (SIFF Cinema Uptown) 

Film
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Wed Oct 9
Metallica & San Francisco 
Symphony: S&M2 If you weren’t able 
to attend Metallica’s 20-year reunion 
with the San Francisco Symphony 
Orchestra, this concert will give 
you the vicarious experience. (SIFF 
Cinema Uptown)

Oct 9–10
Desolation Center Experience 
the prehistory of Burning Man, 
Lollapalooza, Coachella, etc. recalling 
the glory days of DIY art and music 
festivals in Southern California. 
(Northwest Film Forum)

Opening Fri Oct 11
Parasite Fans of international 

thrillers and art-house movies 
are eagerly awaiting this Palme 
d’Or-winning film by Joon-ho Bong 
(Snowpiercer, Mother, Okja, The Host), 
a dark comedy about a down-and-out 
family that slowly insinuates itself into 
an upper-class household. (Various 
locations)

Oct 11–15
Night of the Creeps College nerds 
in the ‘burbs take arms against “alien 
slugs, axe-slingin’ zombies, and a 
dude-bro named Bradster.” Ugh, 
Bradster. (Central Cinema)

Oct 11–16
Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure 

Cinema scholars have long agreed 
on the fact that the three finest films 
ever made are, in no particular order, 
Orson Welles’ Citizen Kane (1941), 
Federico Fellini’s 8½ (1963), and 
Stephen Herek’s Bill & Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure (1989). ERIK HENRIKSEN 
(Central Cinema; also showing as a 
MoPOP Matinee on December 8.) 

Oct 13 & 15–16
Alien (40th Anniversary) When 

I was 10 years old, I read in a 
newspaper that a new film called 
Alien was so terrifying that people 
were not only fainting out of fear 
during screenings but also taken 
out of the theater on stretchers. I 
badly wanted to see this movie: one 
that was so terrifying it could send a 
person to the emergency room. But 
Alien was rated R. “You too young 
to watch this movie,” said the man in 
the box office of the theater that was 
near my school, Janney Elementary, 
in Washington, DC. I begged and 
begged; he said no and no and kept 
telling me that this film was only for 
grown people because it had an evil 
alien that was fucking scary. “But I 
just want to see people fainting and 
screaming,” I pleaded. “The alien 
won’t scare me none,” I promised. 
He said no for the final time, and 
I, wearing tube socks and carrying 
a Charlie Brown backpack, walked 
slowly and sadly back to my elemen-
tary school. This happened 40 years 
ago. CM (Various locations)

Opening Fri Oct 18
Jojo Rabbit If anyone can make 

a warm hearted comedy set in Nazi 
Germany, it’s Taika Waititi (Hunt for 
the Wilderpeople, What We Do in the 
Shadows). An enthusiastic boy in Hitler’s 
youth army finds out that his mother is 
harboring a Jewish girl. Will Jojo persist 
in being a horrible little fascist? Waititi 
co-stars as Jojo’s moronic imaginary 
friend Hitler. (Wide release)

The Lighthouse Fans of the 
delicious-as-butter historical horror 
The VVitch are downright salivating 
for director Robert Eggers’s follow-up, 
in which Robert Pattinson and Willem 
Dafoe play lighthouse keepers losing 
their minds in isolation. Film festival 
critics have been ecstatic, so don’t 
miss this one. (Wide release)

Oct 18–23
Fright Night 1985’s Fright Night 
boasts an almost entirely queer 
supporting cast and is hilarious to 
boot. WM. STEVEN HUMPHREY (Central 
Cinema)

Hausu A hilarious landmark 
in bugout madness, Nobuhiko 
Obayashi’s 1977 haunted house tale 
is about a group of doomed school-
girls with names like Gorgeous and 
Kung Fu who fall into the clutches of 
a genteel—and secretly evil—old lady. 

Featuring butt-biting flying heads, a 
hungry piano, and one naughty kitty. 
JZ (Central Cinema)

Sun Oct 20
Campout Cinema: ‘The Fly’ 

David Cronenberg directed a(n 
initially) beautiful young Jeff Gold-
blum in the role of a brilliant scientist 
fatefully transformed in a teleporta-
tion accident. It surely stands as one 
of Cronenberg’s most tragic—and 
most viscerally disgusting—tales of 
science gone wrong. (MoPOP)

Thurs Oct 24
The Rocky Horror Picture Show 

(Spooktober Edition) Spike up your 
anticipation for Halloween with some 
naughty mad science antics courtesy 
of Vicarious Theatre Project’s shad-
owcast screening. (Central Cinema)

Oct 25–30
A Nightmare on Elm Street Wes 
Craven created one of the most 
memorable—and ubiquitous—baddies 
of pop culture in the ever-morphing 
Freddy Krueger. (Central Cinema)

Sat Oct 26
Saturday Morning Cartoons: April 
and the Extraordinary World This 
Franco-Belgian Canadian animated 
thriller, starring Marion Cotillard, 
is based on Jacques Tardi’s 1976 
graphic novel about an adventurer 
exploring a warped fictional universe. 
(SIFF Cinema Uptown)

Thurs Oct 31
The Room (Halloween Edition) If 
you’re not sick to death of Tommy 
Wiseau’s high-pitched emoting and you 
have nothing better to do on Halloween, 
there’s this! (Central Cinema)

Fri Nov 1 
Terminator: Dark Fate Arnold 

Schwarzenegger is 72 years old! 
Please keep this in mind when you 
watch Terminator: Dark Fate. That 
geezer has been playing a T-800 
robot since 1984, when the first 
Terminator film was released. If 
you were born in that year, you are 
in your mid-30s now. Your middle 
years are just around the corner. 
But look up at the screen and there 
is Schwarzenegger, still shooting 
this, and still being shot at by that, 
still dealing with some shit that’s 
happening in the future. Damn. Time 
does not fly. CM (Wide release)

Nov 8–10
Rabid An early outing from body-
horror mage David Cronenberg, Rabid 
turns Montreal into an apocalyptic 
hellscape peopled by disease-ridden, 
blood-crazed biters. (Northwest Film 
Forum)

Sat Nov 9
Constantine Constantine is far from 
perfect—the pacing drags, and the 
often silly plot (which has something 
to do with a requisite powerful relic) 
is unabashedly secondary to the 
premise. But Constantine’s still a 
viscerally enjoyable, even philosoph-
ically intriguing treatment of religion: 
Christianity as an action film. ERIK 
HENRIKSEN (MoPOP)

Nov 10 & 13
Perfect Blue In 1997, Satoshi 

Kon, a Japanese animator, achieved 
fame with the anime film Perfect 
Blue. It is a thriller about a retired idol 
(or, in Japanese, idoru). An idol is a 
pop star manufactured by a talent 
corporation. They are young, they 
sing, they model, they appear on TV 
shows, they retire. In Perfect Blue, the 
former idol, Mima Kirigoe, decides 
to become an actor, but her first 
role in a drama series called Double 
Bind fucks with her mind badly. It’s 
hard out here for a retired idoru. CM 
(Northwest Film Forum)

Nov 13–14 & 17
Fast Color Gugu Mbatha-Raw plays 
a woman with superpowers forced to 
flee to her family’s farmhouse in Julia 
Hart’s dystopian drama. (Northwest 
Film Forum)

Nov 15–22
Paprika A dream researcher 

and her girlish alter ego, Paprika, try 
to stop a terrorist who can cause 
people’s dreams to invade reality. 
Satoshi Kon’s boisterous foray 
into the world of the unconscious 
practically explodes off the screen 
with magnificent madness. JZ (Grand 
Illusion)

Sat Nov 16
Puget Soundtrack: Erin 

Jorgensen Presents ‘The Night 
of the Hunter’ This expressionistic 
fairy tale, from the ‘50s but decades 
ahead of its time, was the only film 
the great actor Charles Laughton 
ever got to direct. Robert Mitchum 
famously embodies a roving preacher 
with a murderous hatred of women 
and a lust for money that puts him 
on the track of two child runaways. 
For an extra treat, Erin Jorgensen 
will perform a live marimba score.  
(Northwest Film Forum)

Nov 17 & 20
Millennium Actress NWFF 

continues paying tribute to Satoshi 
Kon with screenings of his magical 
film about a reclusive, aged film 
actress reminiscing over a secret 
search for a revolutionary that guided 
her throughout her career. (Northwest 
Film Forum)

Opening Fri Nov 22
A Beautiful Day in the Neigh-
borhood It was only a matter of 
time before cinematic nice guy Tom 
Hanks was cast as modern saint 
Fred Rogers. Matthew Rhys (The 
Americans) co-stars as Tom Junod, 
the real-life reporter assigned to 
profile the TV host/all-around 
mensch. (Wide release)

Frozen 2 I have a warm spot in my 
heart for Frozen. Ironic! I went five years 
before I actually saw Disney’s second-
highest-grossing animated film—about 
a princess who sets out on a quest 
(with a group of helpful sidekicks, of 
course) to find her estranged sister 
after said sister’s powers accidentally 
bring eternal winter to their kingdom—
and enjoyed my first viewing in the 
ER with my daughter right before she 
had to be intubated due to croup gone 
wild. I saw it at least seven times over 
the four days she was in the hospital, 
enough that I was humming the melo-
dies to “Let It Go” and “Do You Want 
to Build a Snowman?” near constantly. 
They’re so catchy! Now Disney sequels 
are notoriously straight-to-video affairs, 
but Frozen 2 has been hyped to the 
max, all the old voice actors are back 
(including Idina Menzel, Kristen Bell, 
and Josh Gad), and, most importantly, 
it’s getting a theatrical release. Probably 
not gonna wait five years on this one, if 
only because I have to take my child to 
see it. LP (Wide release)

Nov 22–23
Warren Miller’s ‘Timeless’ No 
one captured the magic of winter 
slopes better than the late, great 
ski and snowboarding filmmaker 
Warren Miller. Celebrate his legacy 
by watching pro athletes glide down 
mountains in this new film by Warren 
Miller Entertainment. (McCaw Hall)

Opening Wed Nov 27
Knives Out The director of The 

Last Jedi and Looper has assembled 
an amazing cast for a good old-fash-
ioned ensemble whodunit. Watch Toni 
Collette, Chris Evans, Daniel Craig, 
Lakeith Stanfield, Michael Shannon, 
Jamie Lee Curtis, Ana de Armas, et al. 
go at each other with barbed wit and 
sharp implements. (Wide release)

Queen & Slim When Slim (Daniel 
Kaluuya) and Queen (relative 
newcomer Jodie Turner-Smith) find 
their Tinder date interrupted by a 
violent white cop at a traffic stop, 
Slim acts in self-defense and the two 
are forced to flee together. Melina 
Matsoukas directs this lovers-on-
the-run script by Emmy winner Lena 
Waithe. (Wide release)

Sat Nov 30
Saturday Morning Cartoons: 
Moomins on the Riviera A 2014 
French Finnish animation based on 
Tove Jansson’s beloved characters. 
(SIFF Cinema Uptown)
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SUNEATE
Anyone who has been kicked in the shins will never 
underappreciate the value of shin guards.

ANATOMY OF A SAMURAI WARRIOR
This armor is on display at Seattle Art Museum 
through December 1.
BY CHARLES MUDEDE
PHOTOS BY NATALI WISEMAN

S eattle Art Museum’s exhibit 
Gentleman Warrior: Art of the 
Samurai features a display of 
the armor of an 18th-century 
samurai. Though the function 

of this military equipment was to protect 
the vital parts of a warrior from bullets, 
swords, and arrows, it’s also a work of art. 
From afar, the samurai looked huge and 
terrifying. But close up, as your life was 
cut down by his sword, the last things you 
saw were the beautiful details: the crested 
helmet; the gorgeous laces of silk that con-
nect the leather, iron, and gold scales; the 
silver-colored trim on the armored shoes. 
What a way to go.

TEKKO
Just look at the embroidery behind this tekko (or 
gauntlet, which covers the hand). The time that 
went into making it must have been considerable. 
But why did the samurai want to achieve this high 
level of artistic excellence? Why not be practical? 
Why waste all of this time on something that will 
do nothing for him on the battlefi eld? We must 
always keep in mind that the samurai was also a 
poet. Indeed, he composed poems about death. 
“My life came like dew, disappears like dew,” wrote 
the 16th-century samurai Toyotomi Hideyoshi.

KABUTO
This is the helmet. Scholars are of the opinion that 
the helmet is less armor and more of a sculpture. 
It has four kinds of decoration, one of which is 
the maedate (the frontal decoration), which here 
has the appearance of a half-moon (it’s called 
kuri-hangetsu).

DOU
This is the chest armor. It’s composed of iron 
plates. This one appears to have been hit hard by 
a bullet near the heart, but the samurai apparently 
survived the hit (it did not penetrate the iron). Bul-
lets were introduced to Japan in the 16th century 
by the Portuguese.

KUSAZURI
This protects the privates and the thighs of the 
samurai. It has a part that falls in the front, and two 
parts for the hips. The straps that connect it to the 
dou are midnight blue.

SOMEN 
The full face guard is called a somen. (A half face 
guard, which was more common in the era of the 
samurai, is called mempo.) As you can see, the 
face guard is also a striking mask. We can expect 
the samurai was more concerned about how the 
mask impressed the opponent he stabbed than how 
well it protected his eyes and nose. Samurai were 
gentlemen fi rst, and warriors second. Some somen 
have a mustache, others have removable fangs and 
noses. This one has a dragon-like snarl.

KOGAKE 
These are very handsome armored shoes. Inside will 
be a tabi (sock) that, like the armor, splits the big toe 
from the rest of the foot’s digits. The reason for the 
split in the tabi is so that a warrior can, after a battle, 
and in a moment of peace (the time to contemplate 
the evanescence of life), slip into his sandals.
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