












VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
TO THE

NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN,
AND

ROUND THE WORLD;
In which the Coaft of North-weft America has been carefully examined

and accurately furveyed

.

UNDERTAKEN

BY HIS MAJESTY'S COMMAND,

Principally with a View to afcertain the exiftence of any Navigable

Communication between the

North Pacific and North Atlantic Oceans'

i

and performed in the years

1790, 1791, 1792, 1793, 1794 and 1795,

IN THE

DISCOVERY SLOOP OF WAR, AND ARMED TENDER CHATHAM,

UNDER THE COMMAND OF

CAPTAIN GEORGE VANCOUVER.

Dedicated, by Permiffion, to HIS MAJESTY.

A NEW EDITION, WITH CORRECTIONS,

ILLUSTRATED WITH NINETEEN VIEWS AND CHARTS.

IN SIX VOLUMES.

VOL. IV.

3Ion&on:

PRINTED FOR JOHN STOCKDALE, PICCADILLY.

1801.



X. GiUet, Printer, SaUlbury S4uarfc.



VOYAGE
TO THE

NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN,
AND

ROUND THE WORLD.

CHAPTER IL

Anchor in Re/loration Cove—Account oftwo Boat

Expeditions—Agronomical and Nautical Obfer-

nations—Proceed to the Northward—Vifited by

many ofthe Natives—Their Character—Account

of the Boats Excurfion—Seaman poifoned by

Mufcles.

J\
S many necefTary repairs in and about the

& * Difcovery demanded our immediate atten-

. tion, and that no time might be loft, on Sunday

the 26th ofMayJ determined, that whilft thofe on

board were employed on the requifite duties, two

boat parties fhould be difpatched to profecute the

examination of the broken region before us. Re-

collecting there was a large cove to the north-

ward that I had noticed on our former vifit, and

fuppofing it more likely to anfwer all our pur-

Vox,, IV, B pofes
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pofcs than the ftation we had taken, I fat out

after dinner to take a view of it, and finding it a

very eligible place, I returned in the evening,

and, with the flood tide the following morning,

we ftood towards this bay or cove, bearing by

compafs N. 28 E. diftantfive miles.

The flood tide aflifted our progrefs but a little

way up the arm, after which we had to contend

with thofe counter currents that have been be-

fore ftated as not only rendering the veffel nearly

ftationary, but totally ungovernable. It was not

until two in the afternoon of Monday the 27th,

that we anchored in 12 fathoms water, and with

a hawfer moored the fhip to the trees on the

fhore ; this was a fine fandy beach, through which

flowed an excellent ftream of water into the cove,

clofe to the ftation we had taken. Near this

flrcam, by the felling of a few trees, a very good

fltuation was obtained for the obfervatory and

tents. The feine was hauled with tolerable fuc-

cefs, fo that we had a profpeffc of much conve-

nience, and of acquiring fome refrefhment from

the fea. Thefe were advantages beyond our ex-

pectations in this defolate region, where the rain

had been almoft inccffantly pouring down in tor-

rents ever fince our arrival on it.

On Tuefday the 28th, our feveral repairs were

begun. The leak in the bows of the fliip claim-

ed our firft attention ; by ripping the copper off

down
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down to the water's edge this feemed likely to be

got at, and to be completely flopped. The after

part ofthe fhip required caulking, the launch ftood

in need of repair, the fails in ufe wanted mend-

ing, the powder airing, and feveral fpars were

required to replace thofe we had carried away

fince our laft departure from this coaft ; but the

rainy weather ftill continuing, we proceeded very

flowly in thefe feveral fervices.

On Wednefday the 29th, Mr. Johnftone was

difpatched in the Chatham's cutter, attended

by our fmall one, to fmifh the examination of

this inlet, wrhich he was prevented doing laft

year by the badnefs of the weather. The next

morning, Tuefday the 30th, accompanied by

Lieutenant Swaine in the cutter, I fat out in

the yawl to examine the main arm of this inlet,

that appeared to take its direction northerly to

the weft of, or without, the arm in which the

fhips were at anchor. This, after the Right Ho-

nourable Edmund Burke, I named Burke's

Channel,

On this occafion I deemed it expedient, that

thofe employed on boat fervice fhould be fupplied

with an additional quantity of wheat and portable

foup, fufficient to afford them two hot meals

every day during their abfence
;
and, in confe-

quence of their being much expofed to the pre-

vailing inclement weather, an additional quantity

B 2 of
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of fpirits, to be ufed at the difcretion of the of-

ficer commanding each party ; a practice that

was found neceffary to be continued throughout

the feafon.

About nine in the forenoon we arrived in what

appeared to be the main branch of the inlet, lead-

ing to the north from Fitzhugh's found. After

a much-refpe&ed friend, I named this Fisher's

Channel. Some detached rocks were paffed,that

lie N. 14 W. about a league from the north-well

point of entrance into Burke's channel, which ob-

tained the name of Point Walker ; it is fitu-

ated in latitude 51° 561', longitude 232° (/

;

its oppofite point of entrance, named Point

Edmund, lies from it S. Go E. near two miles.

Off point Edmund lie feveral rocky iflets ; with

one on the .oppofite ihore, a little within point

Walker ; but the channel is fair to navigate.

We had a frefh. foutherlv £ale in our favor, but

the cloudinefs of the weather prevented my ob-

taining an obfervation for the latitude. For this

purpofe, though we did not fucceed, we landed

on fome rocks near the wcfiern fhore ; here we
were vifited by a few of the natives, who were at

firff fomevvhat fhy, but the diftrihutipn of a few

trinkets amongft them foon gained their confi-

dence and friendfhip. Thefe people appeared to

be of a different race from thofe we had feen to

the fouthward, ufed a different language, and

were
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were totally unacquainted with that fpoken by

the inhabitants of Nootka. The ftature of the

few here feen, (not exceeding twenty) was much
more flout and robuft than that of the Indians

further fouth. The prominence of their coun-

tenances, and the regularity of their features, re-

fembled the northern Europeans; their faces

were generally broad, with high cheek bones

;

and had it not been for the filth, oil, and paint,

with which, from their earlieft: infancy, they are

befmeared from head to foot, there is great rea-

fon to believe that their colour would have dif-

fered but little from fuch of the labouring Euro-

peans as are conftantly expofed to the inclemency

and alterations of the weather. From thefe rocks

we fteered over to the oppofite fhore, the channel

being from a mile to half a league wTide. The

eaftern, almoft a compact lliore, lies in a north

direction, to the fouth point of a fmall opening,

in latitude 52° G§'; this extended E. by N. four

miles, and terminated as is ufual wTith the gene-

rality of thefe branches. Its north point of en-

trance lies from its fouth point N. J 4 E. diftant

two miles. Before its entrance are two fmall

iflands, and towards its northern fhore are fbme

rocks. This opening formed a good harbour,

and was by me named Port John. From the

north point the eaftern coaft ftill continued nearly

in its former direction for two miles and an half,

B 3 and
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and then took a more eaftwardly bend. The

country we had palled along, iince we had en-

tered Fifher's channel, might, on the wefternfide,

be confidered of a moderate height ; its furface,

compofed principally of rocks, was uneven, and

full of chafms, where a foil, formed by the decay

of vegetables, produced fome different forts of

pine trees of flender growth, the maple, birch,

fmall-fruited crab, and a variety of fhrubs, and

berry bufhes. The eaftern fhore rofe more

abruptly, and was bounded behind by very lofty

rugged mountains, covered with fnow.

As we proceeded along the eaftern fhore, we
pa!Ted, and left for future examination an open-

ing on the oppofite fhore, that took a N. N, W.
direcPcion, and wTas of fuch confiderable extent,

as to make me doubtful whether it might not be

the main branch of the inlet. Agreeably, how-

ever, to my former practice, we kept the ftar-

board fhore on board, as the moft pofitive means

of afcertaining the continental boundary ; and

as we advanced, the land to the north- eaft of the

above opening, forming the north-weft fide of

the channel, rofe to an equal if not a fuperior

height to that on the fouth-eaft fide.

The evening was very rough, rainy, and un-

pleafant, and what contributed to render our

fituation more uncomfortable, was the fteep pre-

cipices that conftituted the Ihores, not admitting

us
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us to land until near midnight ; when with dif-

ficulty we found room for ere&ing our tents that

had been conftru&ed on a fmall fcale for the con-

venience of this lervice.

During the night we had a very heavy fall of

rain, and at day-light on Friday the 3 1 ft, our lodg-

ing was difcovered to have been in a morafs, and

mod: of our things were very wet. In this very

unpleafant abode we were detained by the wea-

ther until eight o'clock, when, although the rain

continued, the haze cleared fufficiently to allow

of our proceeding northward to a point on the

oppofite fhore, fituated in latitude 52° 14I
7
, lon-

gitude 232° 12|
/

; where the channel divided

into two branches, one leading to the N. N. E.

the other N. 63 E. The latter, for the reafons

before given, became the object of our purfuit.

From Mr. Johnftone's fketch the preceding year,

and from the dire<5lion this branch was now feen

to take, we had fome reafon to fuppofe the eaft-

ern land was an illand. Towards noon the wea-

ther enabled me to get an indifferent obferva-

tion for the latitude, which fhewed 52° 1Q'. The

inlet now extending to the north-eaftward was

generally about a mile wide, the fhores fteep,

rocky, and compact, if a fmall opening, or ftiel-

tered bay, on the fouth-eaft fhore be excepted.

In the afternoon two openings on the north-weft

fliore were pafled. The northernmoft of thele

B4 had
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had the appearance of being extenfive. At its

fouth point of entrance, in latitude 52° 23 \\

longitude 232° 28f, we met with a fmall party

of the natives, whofe appearance and condudl

much refembled thofe we had met the day be-

fore. They ftrongly folicited us to vifit their

houfes ; but as their figns gave us reafon to be-

lieve their habitations were behind us, though

at no great difiance, I declined their civil intrea-

ties, and profecuted our furvey until feven in the

evening, when we arrived at a point, from whence

this inlet again divides into two arms, one taking

a northerly, the other a fouth -eafterly direction.

From this point, named by me Point Edward,
fituated in latitude 52° 25 i', longitude 232° 371%

and forming the northern extremity of the eaft-

ern fhore, we dire&ed our route to the fouth-

eaft, in order to take up our lodging for the

night, having little doubt of finding that chan-

nel to be the fame that Mr, Johnftone had the

lafi year left unexplored, extending to the north-

ward.

About four in the morning of Saturday the lft

of June, the weather being mild, though cloudy,

we again profecuted our refearches to the fouth-

eaft, and about feven came to a point that left no

doubt as to our fituation, and that the ftarboard

fhore which we had thus far purfued, was one

fide of an extenfive ifland, w]?ich I diftinguifbed

by
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by the name of King's Island, after the family

of my late highly-efteemed and much-lamented

friend, Captain James King of the navy. Point

Menzies was feen from thisftation lying S. 83 E.

about three leagues diftant, and the north-eafl

point of Burke's channel on the oppofite fhore S.

78 E. two miles and an half diftant. The con-

tinuation of the inlet to the eaftward was evi-

dently the fame that had undergone the exami-

nation of Mr. Johnftone, and determined to a

certainty that we had the continent again in

view.

At this point I left in a confpicuous place a

note, defiring Mr. Johnftone would return to the

veffels by the way he had come
;
having before

received directions, in cafe of his finally exploring

the arm before us leading to the eaftward, to en-

deavour to return to the veffels by the route wre

had purfued ; this had now become unneceflary
;

and as the inlet at point Menzies had again di-

vided itfelf into two branches, one extending in a

Ibuth-eafterly, and the other in a north-eafterly

direction, I had acquainted Mr. Johnftone, that

I fhould profecute the examination of the north-

eaftern branch, whilft he was employed in the

other, if I met with no indications of his having

preceded me. After quitting this point, we
landed to breakfaft on the before mentioned point

of the continental fhore, and there found, either

left
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left by accident or dcfign, one of our kegs, which

proved that Mr. Johnftone had reached that fpot

before us. In its bung-hole I left a note fimilar

to the former.

The weather was now ferene and pleafant.

With a gentle fouth-weft breeze, after breakfaft,

we continued to examine the north-eaft branch,

and at noon I obferved the latitude in its entrance

to be 52° ig
/
30

/;

; whence point Menzies will be

found to lie in 52° 18' 33"
; being 4' further

north than the latitude affigned to that point on

our former vifit ; but its longitude did not appear

to require any corre<Slion.

On the north point of entrance into this branch

I left a third note for Mr. Johnftone, left he

iliould not at this time have finifhed his fouth-

eaftern furvey, and fhould hereafter purfue the

examination of this arm, direfting him as before

to return home, as the whole extent within the

limits of his intended excurfion would now fall

under my own inveftigation.

From hence we directed our courfe over to th^

eaftern fhore, where, obferving a fire on the beach

amongft the drift wood, we landed, and not only

found evident figns of Mr. Johnftone's party hav-

ing recently quitted the beach, but on a tree was

written with a burnt ftick, " Gone by." Any

further attempts here on our part became there-

fore ufclefs. That branch extended to the fouth-

caft,
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call, and from the light colour of the water we

had paffed through this morning, there was no

doubt it had terminated in the ufual way. In our

progrefs to this ftation, we had paffed five open-

ings on the larboard or continental fhore. Our

attention was now directed to thefc objects, and

having dined, we returned by the fame way we

had come, and relied for the night near our lodg-

ing of the preceding evening.

The appearance of the country we had paffed

by, varied in no refped: from what has already

been frequently defcribed, excepting that the

maple, birch, crab, and other fmall trees, feemed

to be more numerous, and of a larger fize. Two
or three whales, one near point Menzies, feveral

feals, and fome fea otters had been feen ; thefe

were remarkably fhy, as w7ere tw7o black bears that

were obferved on the fhores.

The tide in this neighbourhood appeared to

rife and fall about ten feet ; and it is high water

1 o h 20/
after the noon paffes the meridian ; but

neither the ebb nor the flood appeared to occa-

fion any general, or even vifible, ftream.

Early the next morning, Sunday the 2d, with

rainy unpleafant weather, we again proceeded,

keeping the ftarboard or continental fhore on

board, to the fifth unexamined opening, lying

from point Edward on King's ifland nearly north,

about fix miles; in general a mile, butfometimes

a league
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a league wide. We palled an iflet and fbme

rocks, lying on the eaftern or {larboard fhore,

where we breakfailed, and afterwards continued

our refearches until about two o'clock, when we

flopped to dine in a bay on the weftern fhore,

into which flowed the moft confiderable rivulet

I had yet feen in this country. The tide was

then at the loweft, yet it admitted our boats into

its entrance, which is about thirty yards wide,

and four feet deep, and difcharged a rapid ftrearn

of frefh water, until prevented by the flood tide.

The fpring tides appeared to rife about feven feet.

High water 1 l
h

1 c/ after the moon pafTes the me-

ridian. This brook foon decreafed in dimenfions

w7ithin the entrance, and fliortly loft itfelf in a

valley bounded at no great diftance by high per-

pendicular mountains. Three Indians appeared on

the oppofite fide of the brook. I endeavoured by

figns and offers of trinkets to prevail on their

croffing over to us, but without fuccefs ; at length

they gave us to underftand by figns, that if we

would go back toour party, who were at no great

diftance, they would follow in their canoe. They

paddled after us a few yards, but again returned

to the fhore, on which one of them landed, and

the other two again came forward. The man

w ho had landed haftened back along the banks of

the brook, with vifible marks of fear, as we con-

jectured* towards their habitations. His appre-

henfions
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henfions operated on the other two, who alio re-

tired up the brook in their canoe. As we were

preparing to depart about three o'clock, this ca-

noe, attended by another containing fix or feven

Indians, came down the rivulet ; but notwith-

ftanding every means was ufed to invite them,

they wrould not venture nearer us than their com-

panions had done before. I left fome iron, knives,

and trinkets near our fire, whither I had little

doubt their curiofity would foon be direded.

From hence we proceeded about nine miles up

the arm, ftill extending to the north-eaft, and

preferving the fame width. We pafled a fmail

illand lying near the weftern fhore ; here we took

up our abode for the night, and the next morning,

Monday the 3d, again proceeded. The water

was nearly freOi at low tide, but was not of a

very light colour. Having gone about a league

we arrived at a point on the wxftern ihore, from

whence the arm took a direction N. N. W. for

about three leagues, and then, as was moll com-

monly the cafe, it terminated in low marfhy land.

On a fmall fpot of lowr proje&ing land from the

eaftern fhore, three or four natives were obferved,

who would not venture near us ; and at a little

diftance from the fhore, the trees appeared to have

been cleared away for fome extent, and a fquare,

fpaeious platform was ere&ed, lying horizontally,

and fupported by feveral upright fpars of con-

fiderable
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fidcrable thicknefs, and apparently not lefs than

twenty-five or thirty feet high from the ground.

A fire was burning on it at one end, but there

was no appearance of any thing like a houfe,

though we concluded that fuch was the ufe to

which it was appropriated. After breafcfaft we
returned by the fame rout we had arrived, and

Hopped at the point above mentioned to obferve

its latitude, which I found to be 52°43| /
, and its

longitude 232° 55'. To this point I gave the

name of Point Ra^hoe, and to the channel we
had thus explored, Dean's Channel. Quitting

this point, we dined on our return at the fame

brook where we had flopped the preceding day

;

the Indians had taken the trinkets w7e had left

for them, and although they were heard in the

woods they did not make their appearance. From

thence we proceeded towards the next unexplored

inlet, until near dark, when we halted again for

the night, and on the following morning, Tuef-

day the 4th* reached its entrance about half a

mile wide, lying in a N. 50 W. dire&ion. The

weather was rough, chilly, and unpleafant, at-

tended with much rain until near noon. At this

time we had reached w ithin a mile of the head

of the arm, where the obferved latitude was 52°

32', longitude 232° 1 ?'
; this terminated like the

others, and we returned by the fame route w£
had come.

The
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The width of this channel did not any where

exceed three quarters of a mile ; its fhores were

bounded by precipices much more perpendicular

than any we had yet feen during this excurfion ;

and from the fummits of the mountains that over-

looked it, particularly on its north-eaftern fhore,

there fell feveral large cafcades. Thefe were ex-

tremely grand, and by much the largeft and moft

tremendous of any we had ever beheld. The im-

petuofity with which thefe waters defcended,

produced a foong current of air that reached

nearly to the oppofite fide of the channel, though

it was perfectly calm in every other direction. At

firft I confidered thefe cafcades to have been folely

occafioned by the melting of the fnow on the

mountains that furrounded us
; but, on compar-

ing them with feveral fmaller falls of water,

which, by their colour, by the foil brought down

with them, and other circumftances, were evi-

dently produced from that temporary caufe ; the

larger torrents appeared to owe their origin to a

more general and permanent fourcc. This arm

I diftinguifhed by the name of Cascade Chan-

nel. Near its fouth point of entrance, we again

met the friendly Indians who had fo civilly invited

us to their habitations ; their intreaties were re*

peated, with which we complied, and we found

their village to confift of feven houfes, fituated in

a fmall rocky cove clofe round the point. On ap-

proaching
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proaching near to their dwellings, they defired

we would not land there, but on the oppofite fide

of the cove ; which we did, and by that means

ingratiated ourfelves in their favor, and fecured

their confidence. We were vifited by about forty

of the male inhabitants, but the women and

young children who appeared to equal that num-

ber, remained in their houfes. The conftru&ion

of thefe was very curious ; the back parts ap-

peared to be fupported by the projection of a very

high, and nearly perpendidular, rocky cliff, and

the front and fides by flender poles, about fixteen

or eighteen feet high. I was much inclined to

be better acquainted with thefe cufious manfions;

but the repugnance (hewn by their owners to our

entering; them, induced me to decline the at-

tempt, left it might give them ferious offence,

and difturb the harmony that had taken place

between us. Not one of them had a weapon of

any kind, and they all conduded themfelves in

the molt civil and orderly manner. Some me-

dals and a few trinkets were given them, and in

return we received a very indifferent fea otter

fkin, and fome pieces of halibut. In this traffic

they proved themfelves to be keen traders, but

acted with the Itridcft honefty.

Our vifit here detained us about half &n hour,

after which we proceeded to the third unexplored

opening. This was about S. 52 Wv and about

a league
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& league diftant from the fouth point of Cafcade

channel ; here we refted, and in the morning of

Wednefday the 5 th, found it terminate about

two miles in a weffcerly dire&ion. From thence

we proceeded to the next arm ; this was the firft

we had noticed to the eaftward of that, of which

on the 30th of May I had entertained doubts of

its being the main branch of the inlet.

We were now favored with pleafant weather,

sand a gentle gale from theN. E. and S. E. This,

by noon, brought us within about a mile of this

arm's termination, which, from its entrance in a

N. N. E. diredion, is about five miles ; here I

obferved the latitude to be 52° 1Q
7
, the longitude

232° 131'. This branch finifhed in a fimilar

manner with the many others, though its lhores

were not fo fteep, nor did they afford fuch falls

of water as were feen in Cafcade channel. From

hence we continued along the continental fhore

until the evening, when we reached the doubtful

opening, and found its entrance to be in latitude

52° 12', longitude 232° f'
; it is about three quar-

ters of a mile wide, and has a fmall iflet and fe-

veral rocks extending from its north-eaft point.

Between thefe rocks and the weftern fhore there

appeared to be a fair navigable channel.

About a mile up this opening on the ftarboard,

or continental fhore, we remained during the

night on an infulated rock, that had formerly been

Vol. IV. C appro-
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appropriated to the refidence of the natives. It

forms the north point of entrance into a cove,

where a funken rock lies, not vifible until half

tide ; within this rock is a clear fandy bottom,

that might be found convenient for the purpofe

of laying fmall veflels aground to clean or repair,

as we eftimated the tide, though not near the

height of the fprings, to rife fourteen or fifteen

feet, and to be high water at the time the moon

pafles the meridian. We were detained at this

ftation by thick, foggy, and rainy weather, at-

tended with a ftrong fouth-eaft gale, until ten

o'clock in the forenoon of Thurfday the 6th,

•when the fog in fome meafure clearing away, we
proceeded in our refearches up this arm. It lies

in a general direction of N. 20 W., for about

three leagues ; the eaftern or continental fhore is

fteep and compad ; but, on the weftern fhore,

we paffed, five or fix miles within the entrance,

five rocky iflets producing fome trees, and admit-

ting a palfage for boats between them and the

lhore ; and on the fame fide, about feven miles

within the entrance, is a larger iflet, having be-

tween it and the fliore a rock ; on which was an

Indian village that contained many houfes, and

feemed to be very populous. We were no fooner

difcovered, than feveral large canoes were em-
ployed in tranfporting a number of the inhabi-

tants to the lhore on the weftern fide, who in-

ftantly
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ftantly ran to the woods and hid themfelves. Our

route however, lying wide of either their village

or their retirement, we did not increafe their ap-

prehenfions by approaching nearer to them, but

continued our furvey up the arm that {till took

a northerly direction, leaving on the weffcern fhore

a fpacious opening extending to the weflward,

and paffing a fmall ifland covered with pine

trees, that lies nearlv in mid-channel of the arm

we were purfuing.

Having reached, about two in the afternoon,

a point on the eaftern fhore, about ten miles from

the entrance, we flopped to dine, and were here

vifited by fome of the Indians from the village in

two canoes. Thefe were totally unarmed, and

at firfl afted with a confiderable degree of cau-

tion, A few trivial prefents however foon diffi-

pated their fears, and they became equally civil

with thofe we had before feen, from whom they

did not appear to differ, excepting in their being

lefs cleanly ; or more properly fpeaking, in being

more bedaubed with oil and paints. They re-

mained with us until our dinner was over, fold

us two or three otter fkins, the only commodity

they brought for barter, and when we proceeded

they returned home.

From this point we found the arm take firft a

diredlion N. 40 E. near a league, and then N. 30

W. about five miles further ; it was in general

C 2 from
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from half to three quarters of a mile wide, and

terminated as ufual in low fwampy land, in lati-

tude 52° 281', longitude 232° a'. From hence

we returned and halted for the night, about two

miles from its head on the weftern fhorc.

The next morning, Friday the 7th, we pro-

ceeded to the branch leading to the weftward,

that we had pafied the preceding day ; and about

eight o'clock reached a fmall ifland lying near

the northern fhore, about two miles to the weft-

ward of its entrance, fituated in latitude 52° 1 gf,

longitude 232° V. Here wre {topped to breakfaft,

and were again vifited by our friends from the

village on the rock, whofe behaviour was fimilar

to what we had before experienced.

The weather became ferene and pleafant, with

a gentle breeze from the fouth-weffc. We now-

quitted the high fteep fnowy mountains, com-

pofing the fhores we had lately traverfed ; for the

fides of the opening before us, comparatively

fpeaking, might be confidered as land of mode-

rate height. Its furface covered with wood was

very uneven, and being very fimilar to the gene-

ral appearance of the land near the fea coaft, gave

us reafon to believe this channel would lead to-

wards the ocean.

The continental fhore had been accurately

traced to our prefent ftation, and the communi-

cation of this channel with the ocean became an

objed;
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object I much wiflied to afcertain, before the

veflels fhould be removed further into this inte-

rior and intricate navigation ; well knowing the

tardy and difagreeable progrefs in fo doing. To

effe£l this purpofe in the beft manner I was able,

I continued to trace the channel leading weft-

ward, paffing by on the ftarboard or continental

fhore, an opening that appeared to terminate in

a fpacious bay, at the diftance of about two

miles. Another opening was feen immediately

to the weftward of this bay, that appeared of

considerable extent, leading to the N. N. W. and

had two fmall iflands nearly in the centre of its

entrance ;
but, as we had now been nine days

from the Ihip, our ftock of provifions was too

much reduced to admit of our undertaking fur-

ther examinations, efpecially as every foot we
advanced we had additional reafons for fuppofing

we ihould find a channel in this neighbourhood

that would lead to the ocean. From the laft

opening the coaft trended S. 40 W. ; in which

direction I well knew we could not long conti-

nue, without meeting the fea ; and having pro-

ceeded thus nearly a league, I flopped about

noon at a point on the north-weft fhore to ob-

ferve the latitude, which was 52° 17', longitude

231° 54"; and whilft I was fo employed, Mr.

Swaine was fent forward with directions, on his

difcovering a clear channel to fea, to return. As

C 3 I was
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I was preparing to follow him, the cutter was

feen coming back ; Mr. Swaine reported, that

from a point lying S. 48 W. a mile and a half

from our then flation, he had feen the ocean in,

a direction S. / 0 W. ; the furtheft land being

about three or four leagues diftant.

Being now fatisfied that all the land forming

the fea coaft, from the fouth entrance into Fitz-

hugh's found, to the place from whence we now
looked into the ocean, confifted of two extenfive

iflands, that were again probably much fubdi-

vided ; I confidered the object of our errand ac~

complilhed, and we fat off on our return towards>

the ftation of the veffels, from whence we were

45 miles diftant. In the evening we palTed clofc

to the rock on which the village laft mentioned,

is fltuated ; it appeared to be about half a mile in

circuit, and was intirely occupied by the habita-

tions of the natives. Thefe appeared to be well

conftru6led ; the boards forming the fides of the

houfes were well fitted, and the roofs rofe from

each fide with fufficient inclination to throw off

the rain. The gable ends were decorated with

curious painting, and near one or two of the

moft confpicuous manfions were carved figures in

large logs of timber, reprefenting a gigantic hu-

man form, with ftrange and uncommonly dis-

torted features. Some of our former vifitors again

came off, and conduded themfelves as before

with
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with great civility ; but thcfe as well as thofe on

fhore, had great obje&ions to our landing at their

village ; the latter making figns to us to keep off,

and the former giving us to underftand, that our

company was not defired at their habitations.

Their numbers, I fhould imagine, amounted at

leaft to three hundred. After gratifying our

friends with fome prefents, they returned to their

rock, and we continued our route homewards.

About noon of Saturday the 8th, in a bay op-

polite an opening on the weftern fhore, that had

the appearance of communicating with the ocean,

we fell in with about forty men, women, and chil-

dren of the fame tribe of Indians we had met on

the firft day. Thefe received us with the fame

kind of caution we had before experienced, and

defired we would land at a rock a little diftant

from the party. On complying with their wiflies,

we were vifited by moft of the men and boys,

who, after receiving fome prefents, gave us fully

to underftand, that the women would have had

no objection to our company ; but having ftill a

long pull againft wind and tide before we could

reach the fhips, I declined their civil folicita-

tions.

The whole of this party were employed in

gathering cockles, and in preparing a fort of pafte

from the inner bark of a particular kind of pine

tree, intended we fuppofed as a fubftitute for

C 4 bread
;
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bread ; this they wafhed in the fea water, beat it

very hard on the rocks, and then made it up into

balls. It had a fweetilh tafte, was very tender,

and if we mayjudge from their anions, it feemed

by them to be confidered as good food.

This, as well as the cockles, they offered in

abundance, in return for nails and trinkets, but

we accepted only a few of the latter.

About ten at night we arrived on board, where

I found all well, and moft of our material work

executed. Mr. Baker informed me, that the

weather had been very unpleafant during my ab-

fence, and according to his account infinitely

w7orfe than what we had experienced ; this had

greatly protracted the necelTary duties of the fhip,

and prevented due obfervations being made for

afcertaining our fituation, and the rate of the

chronometers ; I was apprehenfive, that the few

that had been obtained were all that on the pre-?

fent occafion were likely to be procured.

The next morning, Sunday the Qth, Mr.

Johnftone informed me, that on the forenoon

of the 30th of May he reached point Menzies,

from whence he found an arm lying in a direc-

tion w7ith little variation S. 33 E. By noon

they had advanced about five miles from point

Menzies, where the latitude was obferved to be

52° 15', and about four miles further paffed an

ifland on the eaflem ftiore. The weather being

pleafant*
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pleafant, great progrefs was made until the even-

ing, when they reached its termination in lati-

tude 52° l', longitude 233° 18'. Its wTidth in

general a little exceeded a mile, and the furround-

ing country exactly refembled that which we had

found contiguous to the branches of the lea that

have been fo repeatedly defcribed. Here the

party halted for the night, and at day-light the

next morning returned. On the eaftern fide of

this channel, near the head of a fmall rivulet,

they had noticed on the preceding evening a

houfe of a very fingular conftru&ion, but per-

ceived no figtis of its being inhabited. As they

now advanced fome fmoke was obferved, and

three Indians approached them with much cau-r

tion, and fliewing great difapprobation at their

landing; on receiving fome nails and trinkets

they however became * reconciled, and attended

Mr. Johnftone with fome of the gentlemen of

his party to their habitations. Thefe were found

to be of a different conftrud:ion from any they

had before feen
;
they were ere6led on a plat-

form fimilar to that feen in my late excurfion,

and mentioned as being raifed and fupported

near thirty feet from the ground by perpendicular

fpars of a very large fize ; the whole occupying

a fpace of about thirty-five yards by fifteen, was

covered in by a roof of boards lying nearly hori-

^ontalj and parallel to the platform ; it feemed

to
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to be divided into three different houfes, or ra-

ther apartments, each having a feparate accefs

formed by a long tree in an inclined pofition from

the platform to the ground, with notches cut in

it by way of fteps, about a foot and a half afun-

der. Up one of thefe ladders Mr. Johnftone,

with one of his party only, was fuffered to af-

cend, and by removing a broad board placed as

a kind of door on the platform where the ladder

refted, they entered on a fmall area before the

door of the houfe or apartment to which the

ladder belonged. Here they found four of the

natives polled, each bearing a rude weapon made

of iron, not unlike a (Jagger. They only per-

mitted Mr. Johnftone to look about him, and

feemed much averfe to his entering the houfe,

which he prudently did not infill upon ; but fo

far as he was able to obferve within doors, their

internal arrangements differed little or nothing

from the domeftic oeconomy of the Indians al-

ready feen on the ftiores of North Weft America.

The number of inhabitants feen at this curious

place did not exceed a dozen or fourteen, but

amongft them were neither women nor children.

Mr. Johnftone difcovered from this that their

landing had excited no fmall degree of alarm
;

which greatly fubfided on their departure. Three

very fmall canoes only were feen, and thefe

feemed, from their coQftrudiion, capable of per-

forming
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forming no other fervice than that of fifhing in

the fmall fhreams that are frequently met with

at the head of thefe channels. At the mouth

of the creek were a great number of wicker fifh

pots, which induced the party to afk for fortie-

th irig to eat, but inilead of fifh, the natives

brought them a kind of palte or bread, fuppofed

to be made from the inner rind of the pine,

Their language w7as quite new to our party, and

they appeared to be totally unacquainted with

that of Nootka.

From this curious place of refidenee Mr. John-

ftone came back along the eaftern fhore, and

about five miles from the termination of the chan-

nel he obferved the latitude to be 5 2° 4*, About

feven the next morning (lft of June) the arm

leading to the noth-eaftward was entered ; this

was found about one mile and a quarter wide,

lying in a direction of N. 02 E. from its north

point of entrance ; and, at the diftance of eleven

miles, it terminated in the ufual way ; in lati-

tude 52° 26', longitude 233° 16'. Here was

another habitation of the fame fort. Having

now completed the examination of this branch,

the party returned along its northern fliores, and

at the poi^t of entrance Mr. Johnftone found my
diredions to return to the vefTels, which they

feached in the forenoon of the next day. In

their
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their way they faw feveral bears ; two young

cubs were killed, and proved excellent eating.

I now directed Mr. Johntlone to proceed im-

mediately and examine the arm leading to the

north north-weftward, which I had palled on the

forenoon of the /th ; to follow it as far as it

might lead, or his provifions allow, and to return

to its entrance, where he would find the veffels

at anchor near the two fmall iflands ; but in the

event of his bufinefs being finilhed before the

Ihips fhould arrive, he was to leave a note on the

northernmost of the iflands, mentioning his ar-

rival and departure, and proceed to the fiirvey of

the coafl further to the WeftWard, and to gain

every information with refpect to the channel we

had difcovered leading to fea. With thefe di-

rections, and a week's provifions, attended by-

Mr. Barrie in the Difcoverv's fmall cutter, he

departed in the forenoon.

I had intended to proceed with the fhips the

next morning, but on vifiting the obfervatory,

I found another day's correfponding altitudes

would be very deferable ; for which purpofe I de-

termined to remain a day longer. The magazine

alfo, being yet damp, would be benefited by fur-

ther airing with fires. The powder which had

been all aired, and found in better condition than

was e^peded, remained on fhore until the next

morning,

'
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morning, Monday the 10th, when the weather

being rainy and unpieofant, without the leaft

profpeit of any alteration, the obfervatory with

every thing elfe was taken from the (bore ; and

in the afternoon we weighed and towed out of

the cove, which I diftinguiflied by the name of

Restoration Cove, having there pafied and

celebrated the anniverfary of that happy event.

During my abfence fome excellent fpruce was

brewed from the pine trees found here, and a

fufiicient fupply of fifh for the ufe of all hands

was every day procured. The gentlemen on.

board did not long remain without being vifited

by the natives, who feemed to be of three differ-

ent tribes, each having diftind; chiefs, named

Keynt, Comock/hulah, WhacoJJt ;
they feemed all

on very friendly and amicable terms with each

other, and conduded themfelves with the great-

eft good order on board. Their language, it

feems, much refembied that of the people on

Queen Charlotte's iflands, through which fome

on board were able to make themfelves under-

flood. From Whacojh they had learned, that he

had fallen in with our boats at fome diftance ;

this had been really the cafe, as he was one of

thofe who had vifited me from the large village

on the detached rock. They brought for barter

the fkins of the fea otter and other animals, fome

of which were purchafed with copper and iron.

This
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This uninterefting region afforded nothing

further worthy of notice, excepting the found-

ings, the dimenfions of the cove, and the very

few aftronomical and nautical obfervations, that,

under the unfavorable circumftances of the wea-

ther, could be procured*

The breadth of the cove at the entrance, in a

north and fouth direction, is about a mile and a

quarter, and its depth, from the centre of the en-

trance in a north-eaft direction, is three quarters

of a mile. The foundings, though deep, are re-

gular, from fixty fathoms at the entrance, to five

and ten fathoms clofe to the fliore. The land

on the oppofite fide of the arm is about tw7o

miles and a half diftant*

The aftronomical obfervations made at this fta-*

tion were,

Fourteen fets of lunar diftances

taken by Mr. Whidbey, on the

3d and 5th of June, gave a

mean refult of 232° 8
/ 45*

Fourteen fets taken by Mr. Or-

chard, ditto - * 232 15 $i

The mean of twenty-eight fets as

above - - - 232 12 18

The latitude by fix meridional al-

titudes of the fun - - 52 O 58

By fingle altitudes on the 3 1 ft of

May,
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May, Kendall's chronometer

fhewed the longitude to be by

the Karakakooa rate - 230° ll' 15"

Arnold's No. 14, by the fame rate 230 35

Ditto, No. 176, ditto - 233 2 45

Ditto, No. 82, on board the

Chatham, ditto - 234 5 45

Having correfponding altitudes on

the 3d and 5th of June, that

interval was confidefed too

iliort; a fmgle altitude taken

on the 7 th, and another on

the loth, were therefore made

life of, for afcertaining the rates

ofthe chronometers. From this

authority, and confidering the

longitude of this place as fixed

by our laft year's obfervations

in 232° 2

0

/
to be correal, it ap-

peared that Kendall's chrono-

meter was fail of mean time at

Greenwich, on the 10th of

June, at noon - - 2 h 8
/

15
;/ 46'"

And gaining per day at the rate of 23 15

Arnold's No. 14, faft of mean

time at Greenwich - 1 57 29 46

And gaining per day at the rate of 20 32

Arnold's No. 176, ditto, ditto 4 50 46

And gaining per day at the rate of 42 58

Arnold's
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Arnold's No. 82, ditto, ditto 6 h 4' 19'' 4f///

And gaining per day at the rate of - 2Q 41

But, as I confidered this authority inefficient

for eflablifhing the feveral rates of the inftru-

ments, the longitude of the different flations

hereafter mentioned will be deduced from fuch

obfervations as we were able to obtain, when an

opportunity offered for getting the obfervatory

asain on fhore.

The variation by two compares taken on

fhore, differing in fix fets from 1 7° 4Q' to 20° 28',

gave a mean refult of 1Q° 15', eaflwardly.

The tide was found to rife and fall fourteen

feet, the night tides were in general one foot

higher than in the day time, the flood came

from the fouth, and it was high water at the

time the moon paffed the meridian.

The winds were light and variable, attended

with rainy unpleafant wTeather; we continued

under fail all night, and with the affiftance of

the ebb tide in the morning of Tuefday the ] 1th,

reached Fifher's channel. A moderate breeze

fpringing up from the S. S. W. w?e diredled our

courfe to the northward, and by noon arrived in

the arm of the inlet that had been difcovered by

the boats to lead into the fea. Our obferved la-

titude at this time being 52° 12', agreed very

nearly with our former obfervations. The fa-

vorable
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vorable breeze foon left us, and at three o'clock

we anchored within a cable's length of the weft-

ern fhore in fifty-eight fathoms water, about a

league to the fouthward of the Indian village on

the detached rock. Though it was not in fight

from the fhip, yet our arrival was not long un-

known to its inhabitants, feveral of whom came

off, and brought in their canoes fea otter and

other fkins to exchange for iron and copper; the

articles principally in requeft amongft them. All

their dealings were carried on with confidence,

and the flri6left honefty.

A fmall ftream of tide making in our favor,

we weighed, and although we had the affiftance

of all our boats a-head until near midnight, we
did not advance above a mile before we were

obliged to anchor again near the weftern fhore in

fifty-three fathoms water. In this fituation we
remained until eight in the morning of Wednes-

day the 1 2th, when we proceeded ; but fo flowly,

that at noon the village bore weft of us at the

diftance of about half a mile, and the rendezvous

appointed with Mr. Johnftone nearly in the fame

direction about a league further. This we reached

by fix in the evening, and anchored in twenty-

two fathoms water, fteadying the fhip by a hawfer

to a tree, on the "northernmoft ifland ; where I

found a note from Mr. Johnftone, ftating that

he had quitted that ftation at three o'clock on

Vol, IV. D Monday
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Monday afternoon, and had proceeded in the ex-

amination of the arm before us leading to the

north north- vveflward. We were therefore to

w ait his return here.

The next morning, Thurfday the 13th, we
tried the feine, but it was not attended with the

leaft fuccefs. A great number of mufcles how-

ever were procured, and converted into good pa-

latable difhes. Our Indian friends, though not

far from us, were out of fight, and did not make

their appearnce ; this might be partly owing to

the dark, gloomy, rainy weather, that continued

all Friday the 14th, but wrhich did not then pre-

vent our receiving the compliments of fome,

amongft whom was WhacoJIi, with two other

chiefs of confequence, one named Atnzeet, the

other Neftaw Daws. The latter I had feen on

our boat excurfion, amongft the firft natives who

came from the village ; from whence, excluftve

of the chiefs, we were now vifited by many of

the inhabitants, who brought the fkins of the fea

otter and other animals for barter, but w7e could

not obtain any fupply of fifli. The fame uncom-

fortable wreather, with little or no intermiffion,

continued until towards noon ofSunday the 1 Oth,

when the rain ceafed, but the weather continued

unpleafant, dark, and gloomy.

Moft of our Indian friends were about us, and

befide the chiefs before mentioned came a chief I

had
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had not before feen, whofe name was Moclah.

The whole party, confifting of an hundred and

upwards, conducted themfelves with great good

order. One or two trivial thefts were attempted,

but thefe being inftantly dete6led, and great dif-

pleafure fhewn on the occafion, nothing of the

fort happened afterwards. Amongft the fkins

brought for fale, was that of the animal from

whence the wool is procured, with which the

woollen garments, worn by the inhabitants of

North Weft America, are made. Thefe appeared

evidently too large to belong to any animal of the

canine race, as we had before fuppofed. They

were, exclufively of the head or tail, fifty inches

long ; and thirty-fix inches broad, exclufively of

the le2;s. The wrool feemed to be afforded but in

a fmall proportion to the fize of the fkin. It is

principally produced on the back and towards the

fhoulders, where a kind of creft is formed by long

briftly hairs, that protrude themfelves through t he

wTool, and the fame fort of hair forms an outer

covering to the whole animal, and intirely hides

the wool, which is fhort, and of a very fine qua-

lity. All the fkins of this defcription that w7ere

brought to us were entirely white, or rather of a

cream colour ; the pelt was thick, and appeared

©f aflrong texture, but the fkins were too much
mutilated to difcovcr the kind of animal to which

they had belonged.

D 2 In
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111 the afternoon we had the honor of a female

party on board. Thofe of the women who ap-

peared of the moll confequence, had adopted a

very fmgular mode of adorning their pcrfons. And

although fome fort of diftortion or mutilation was

a prevailing fafhion with the generality of the In-

dian tribes we had feen, yet the peculiarity ot that

we now beheld, was of all others the moft parti-

cular, and the effect of its appearance the moft

extraordinary. A horizontal incifion is made,

about three tenths of an inch below the upper

part of the under lip, extending from one corner

of the mouth to the other intirely through the

iiefli ; this orifice is then by degrees ftretched fuf-

ficiently to admit an ornament made of wood,

which is confined clofe to the gums of the lower

jaws, and wThofe external furface projects hori-

zontally.

Thefe wrooden ornaments are oval, and re-

ferable a fmall oval platter or dilii made concave

on both fides ; they are of various fizes, but the

fmalleft I wras able to procure was about two

inches and a half; the largeft was three inches

and four tenths in length, and an inch and a half

broad ; the others decreafed in breadth in propor-

tion to their length. They are about four tenths

of an inch in thicknefs, and have a groove along

the middle of the outfide edge, for the purpofe of

receiving the divided lip, Thefe hideous appen-

dages
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dages are made of fir, and neatly polifhed, but

prefent a moll unnatural appearance, and are a

Ipecies of deformity, and an inftance of human

abfurdity, that would fcarcely be credited with-

out ocular proof.

It appeared very fmgular, that in the regions of

New Georgia, where the principal part of the

people's clothing is made of wool, we never faw

the animal nor the fkin from which the raw ma-

terial was procured. And though I had every

reafon to believe, that thofe animals are by no

means fcarce in this neighbourhood, yet we did

not obferve one perfon amongft our prefent vifi-

tors in a woollen garment. The clothing of the

natives here wras either fkins of the fea otter, or

garments made from the pine bark ; fome of

thefe latter have the fur of the fea otter, very

neatly wrought into them, and have a border to

the fides and bottom, decorated with various co-

lours. In this only they ufe woollen yarn, very

fine, well fpun, and dyed for the purpofe
;
parti-

cularly with a very lively and beautiful yellow.

We at firft confidered the inhabitants of this

region to be a much finer race of men than thofe

f urther fouth ; the difference however appeared

lefs confpicuous, when they were feen in greater

numbers, probably owing to our having become

more familiar with their perfons, and to their

having performed a long journey to vifit us, in

D 3 extremely
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extremely rough rainy weather. Their difpofi-

tions, as far as our fhort acquaintance will au-

thorize an opinion, appeared to be civil, good-

humoured, and friendly. The vivacity of their

countenances indicated a lively genius, and from

their repeated burfts of laughter, it would appear

that they were great humourifts, for their mirth

was not confined to their own party, or wholly

refulting from thence, but was frequently at our

expence ; fo perfectly were they at eafe in our

fociety.

The chiefs generally approached us with the

ceremony of firft rowing round the veffels, and

departed in the &me manner, fmging a fong that

wT
as by no means unpleafing ; this was fometimes

continued until they had retired a confiderable

diftance. They feemed a happy cheerful people,

and to live in the ftri^ieft harmony and good fel-

lowfhip with each other. They were well verfed

in commerce ; of this we had manifeffc proof in

their difpofal of the fkins of the fea otter, and

other animals ; about one hundred and eighty of

the former I believe were purchafed by different

perfons on board, in the courfe of their feveral

vifits. This number feemed nearly to have ex-

haufted their ftock, as mod of the chiefs took

their leave, as if they had no intention of return-

ing, and in the fame friendly and cheerful man-

ner as before related.

The
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The bay immediately to the eaftward of this

opening, which I had not very minutely examin-

ed, bad been found by a Ihooting party not to be

clofed, as I had imagined, but to communicate,

by a channel about a cable's length in width,

with a narrow arm, about a fourth of a mile wide,

extending in another dire&ion ;
this, on Monday

morning the l/th, I fent Mr. Swaine to explore,

who found it terminate about three leagues from

the entrance of the bay, in latitude 52° tfjfc lon-

gitude 232° 2
7

.

This day in the afternoon, and for a few

minutes about one o'clock the day before, the

fun made its appearance, and enabled me to

procure fome obfervations for the longitude by

the chronometers, but not for the latitude ; I

had however, whilft on the furvey in the boats

not more than two leagues to the weftward of

this ftation, an excellent obfervation for this pur-

pofe ; and from hence I judged, that by placing

our anchorage in latitude 52° 20 ¥, longitude

231° 58t, it will be found nearly correct

In the evening the Chatham's cutter, and the

Difcovery's fmali cutter returned, after having

bad a very difagreeable, fatiguing, and laborious

excurfion ; rendered very diftreffing by the me-

lancholy lofs of John Carter, one of our feamen,

who had unfortunately been poifoned by eating

D 4 mufcles,
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mufcles. Two or three others of the party nar-

rowly efcaped the fame fate.

The firft day after their departure from the

veffels, they met with fome of the natives who

had fome halibut recently caught, and although

very high prices were offered, the Indians could

not be induced to part with any of thefe fiih
;

this wras Angular, and indicated a very fcanty

fupply of this fpecies of food. As they paffed the

village on the rock, the inhabitants appeared to

regard them with great attention and friendfhip.

Their chief Whacojh being down on the rocks,

fome prefents were lent to him, and he feemed

to receive them with great pleafure. When the

party left this ftation, they found the opening,

though not more than a quarter of a mile wide in

fome places, to be a clear and navigable channel,

lying in a dire&ion N. 1 8 W. for about eight

miles, where it united with a more extenfive one

about half a league wide, which took a direction

N. 15 E. and S. 15 W. This appeared the moll

extenfive, but their objedl was the purfuit of the

other. On its eaftern fide were found two large

bays, or rather bafons. In the fouthernmoft of

thefe are fome rocky iflets. The next morning

brought no alteration in the weather, which con-

tinued extremely bad and rainy ;
yet they pro-

ceeded again, and were joined by half a dozen of

the
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the natives in two fmall canoes, of whom tktf

purchafed a fmall fifti, being all they had to dif-

pofe of. The wind blew very ftrong in {quails

from the fouth-eaft, attended with conftant rain.

At five in the afternoon they reached the head of

the arm, where it terminated in latitude 52° otiV,

longitude 232 \ The evening being fair, fbme

progrefs was made in their way back by the fame

route they had advanced ; and having Hopped

for the night, the above channel was purfued in

its fouthern direction in the morning of the 1 2th.

This continued nearly ftraight, making the land

that forms the weft fide of this opening an iflarid.

On its weftern fliore they found a confidcrable

village, from whence feveral of the natives vifited

them in their canoes. Thefe were moftly fmall,

containing only four or five perfbns in each ; ex-

cepting one, in which there were thirty-two men.

They conducted themfelves in a very proper man-

ner, and in a friendly way invited our patty to

their habitations ; a civility that it was thought

moft ^proper to decline. Having paffed to the

northward of fome detached rocks, and rocky

iflets, they reached the fouth-weft point of the

channel, fituated in latitude 52° 15', longitude

231° 45'. This communicated with another

channel about two miles wide, that took an caft

and weft direction ; the former towards the fta-

tion of the fliips, the latter towards the ocean,

being
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being the fame that had been difcovered in my
examination. From thence they purfued the con-

tinental coaft about a league, lying in a direction

from this point N. 72 W. ; its fhores are low and

rocky, with feveral detached iflets and rocks lying

near them. From this iituation they had an un-

limited view of the ocean, between fouth and S.

W. by W. The wind blowing ftrong from this

quarter, produced a very heavy furf on the fhores,

which prevented their making any further pro-

grefs to the weftward ; and being then a-breaft

of a fmali opening extending to the northward,

interfperfed with rocks and breakers, Mr. John-

ftone entered it contrary to his inclinations, as it

was by no means eligible for the navigation of

Ihipping, but the wind and fea totally preventing

their making any progrefs further weftward, he

was compelled to take fhelter there from the in-

clemency of the weather ; and during the night

it blew a ftrong gale ofwind, attended by torrents

of rain. The return of day (the 1 3th) prefented

no alternative, but that of remaining ina&ive, or

of purfuing the fmall branch leading to the north-

ward. This foon communicated with a more

extenfive channel. The length of the narrow

paflage is about half a league, the width fifty

yards, and the fhoaleft water five fathoms. The

larger channel had communication with the

fea by falling into an opening about a league in

a fouth-
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a fouth-weft direction, and thence continued

nearly north about three miles. In this line they

purfued the examinationof the continent, through

another very narrow channel that fuddenly wi-

dened to three quarters of a mile, and a little fur-

ther increafed in width to two miles, extending,

though fomewhat irregularly, N. 15. E. about

twenty-eight miles, to an arm leading to the call-

ward, whofe northern point of entrance is in la-

titude 52° 4(H', longitude 231° 5l'. This arm

was not reached before noon on the 14th, when

it was found to extend from the above point about

four miles and a half, m nearly an eaft direction;

about two miles from whence, further to the

north -eaft, it terminated. In general it was

about half a mile wide. On the northern fliore

of this arm, fome Indians vifited them without

the leaft hefitation, attended them up the arm,

and gave our party to underfhand that it was clof-

cd ; which afterwards proved fo. In returning

they palled near the village of thefe good people,

who having remained with them mod of the af-

ternoon, took their leave, after conducing them-

feives in a very orderly and friendly manner. Mr.

Johnftone defcribes their habitation as confifting

of only one large dwelling made with broad

planks ; the roof covered with the fame mate-

rials, and nearly flat. It was built on the top of

a precipice againft the fide -of a ftcep rocky cliff,

bf
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by which means the accefs to it was rendered

difficult ; the party did not land, but they efti-

mated the number of its inhabitants to be about

ieventy or eighty. They were not vifited by any

of the women ; but thofe who were feen in paf-

ling wrore the hideous lip ornaments above de-

fcribed. Towards the evening; the weather cleared

•up, and the night w^as tolerably fair.

In the morning of the 15th, the examination

of the continental fhore was continued, and from

the above north point of this arm the channel

was found to extend in a direction N. 24W. about

five miles, where the larboard or weftern fhore

formed a fharp point, from whence another

branch took a direction S. 55 W., and united

with that which they had navigated for about

four miles and a half north ; then took a direc-

tion N. 70 E., four miles further, where it ter-

minated in latitude 52° 56£', longitude 231° 54',

forming fome little bays on.the fouthern fide. In

one of thefe they flopped to brcakfaft, where

finding fome mufcles, a few of the people ate of

them roafted ; as had been their ufual practice

wrhen any of thefe fifh wrere met with ; about nine

o'clock they proceeded in very rainy unpleafant

weather down the fouth-wefterly channel, and

about one landed for the purpofe of dining. Mr,

Johnftone was now informed by Mr. Barrie, that

foon after they had quitted the cove, where they

had



J/Q3.] EOUND THE WORLD. 45

had breakfaftad, feveral of the crew who had

eaten of the mufcles were feized with a numb-

nefs about their faces and extremities ; their

whole bodies were very fhortly affe&ed in the

fame manner, attended with ficknefs and giddi-

nefs. Mr. Barrie had, when in England, expe-

rienced a iimilar difafter, from the fame caufe,

and was himfelf indifpofed on the prefent occa-

fion. Recollecting that he had received great

relief by violent perfpiration, he took an oar, and

earneftly advifed thofe who were unwell, viz.

John Carter, John M'Alpin, and John Thomas,

to ufe their utmoft exertions in pulling, in order

to throw themfelves into a profufe perfpiration
;

this Mr. Barrie efFeded in himfelf, and found

considerable relief ; but the inltant the boat

landed, and their exertions at the oar ceafed, the

three feamen were obliged to be carried on fhore.

One man only in the Chatham's boat was indif-

pofed in a fimilar way. Mr. Johnftone enter-

tained no doubt of the caufe from which this evil

had arifen, and having no medical affiftance

within his reach, ordered warm water to be im-

mediately got ready, in the hope, that by copi-

oufly drinking, the offending matter might have

been removed. Carter attracted nearly the whole

of their attention, in devifmg every means to af-

ford him relief, by rubbing his temples and body ?

and
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and applying warm cloths to his ftomach ; but

all their efforts at length proved ineffectual, and

being unable to fwallow the warm water, the

poor fellow expired about half an hour after he

was landed. His death was fo tranquil, that it

was fome little time before they could be per-

fectly certain of his dilTolution. There was no

doubt that this was occafioned by a poifon con-

tained in the mufcles he had eaten about eight

o'clock in the morning ; at nine he firft found

himfeif unwell, and died at half paft one ; he

pulled his oar until the boat landed, but when
lie arofe to go on fhore he fell down, and never

more got up, but by the affiftance of his compa-

nions. From his firft being taken his pulfe was

regular, though it gradually grew fainter and

weaker until he expired, when his lips turned

black, and his hands, face, and neck were much
fwelled. Such was the foolifli obftinacy of the

others who were affected, that it was not until

this poor unfortunate fellow refigned his life, that

they could be prevailed upon to drink the hot

water ; his fate however induced them to follow

the advice of their officers, and the deiired effedl

being produced, they all obtained great relief

;

and though they were not immediately reftored

to their former ttatc of health, yet, in all proba-

bility, it preferred their lives. From Mr. Bar-

riers
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rie's account it appeared, that the evil had arifen,

not from the number of mufcles eaten, but from

the deleterious quality of fome particular ones

;

and thefe he conceived were thofe gathered on

the fand, and not thofe taken from the rocks.

Mr. Barrie had eaten as many as any of the party,

and was the leaft affe&ed by them.

This very unexpected and unfortunate circum-

ftance detained the boats about three hours

;

when, having taken the corpfe on board, and

refrefhed the three men, who ftill remained in-

capable of affiiling themfelves, with fome warm
tea, and having covered them up warm in the

boat, they continued their route, in very rainy,

unpleafant weather, down the fouth-wefl chan-

nel, until they flopped in a bay for the night,

where they buried the dead body. To this bay I

gave the name of- Carter's Bay, after this poor

unfortunate fellow ; it is fituated in latitude 52°

48', longitude 231° 42': and to diflinguifh the

fatal fpot where the mufcles were eaten, I have

called it Poison Cove, and the branch leading

to it Muscle Channel.

In the morning of the 1 Oth, having advanced

a fmall diflance from Carter's bay, they found

the arm divide into two branches ; one taking &

foutherly direction, about two miles wide, had

the appearance of communicating with the ocean,

the
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the other took a north -wefterly direction along

the fliorcs of the continent; and, from the ap-

pearance of the neighbouring mountains, it Teemed

likely to prove extenfive. But, from the reduced

{late of the party, Mr. Johnftonc, very judici-

oufly, did not think it advifeable to undertake

its examination, but purfued that leading to the

fouthward ; convinced that this, if found to com-

municate with the channel they had been in lead-

ing to the fea, would be by far the moft eligible

route for the veffels or boats to purfue, in carry-

ing into execution the further furvey of the con-

tinental fhore.

This branch foon took a fouth direction, the

fiiores on both fides were much broken, and each

had the appearance of compofing an archipelago

of ifiands. The wind being againfi: them their

progrefs was How ; however before dark they

gained a very fatisfacftory view of the ocean, be-

ing now further advanced to the weftward, in

the fame channel from whence it had been before

obferved. The next morning they palTed the

narrow channel they had been obliged to enter

on the 12th, and arrived on board, as before

ftated. The very unfavorable weather, during

their abfence, had not afforded them one fair day,

or an opportunity of afcertaining the latitude,

either by meridional or double altitude.

M'Alpin
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M'Alpin and Thomas, by this time, as well

as the man belonging to the Chatham, were a

little recovered ; they were exceffively weak, and

ftill complained of numbnefs and dizzinefs, as

alfo of a violent pain in their bowels* They were

inftantly taken under the furgeon's care, and

treated with every attention and affiftance which

the nature of their fituation required*

Vol.. IV. E CHAPTER
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CHAPTER III.

The Veffels proceed—Pafs through MilbanFs Sound,

and along the continental Shore—Arrive in a

Jinall Cove—Two boat Parties difpatched on the

Survey—One Returns—Account of their Difco-

veries—-The Veffels again proceed— Tedious Na-

vigation—The other boat Party returns—Their

Report.

^\TO time was to be loft in proceeding to the

^ ftation where Mr. Johnftone had quitted

the examination of the continental fhore. For

this purpofe, about nine in the morning of Tuef-

day the 18th, it being calm, all our boats were

employed in towing us round the weft point of

this opening, which, though not more than a

mile from our anchorage, was not effected until

one o'clock in the afternoon. By eleven at night

we had advanced only two leagues further to the

fouth-weft, where we anchored. Our iituation

was nearly a mile to the north-eaft of the fouth

point of the illand, forming the weft fide of the

opening we had quitted, and from w7hich Mr.

Swaine had feen the ocean. This channel is a

more northerly one than that by which Mr. John-

ftone had returned.

On
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On the next morning, Wednefday the lgth,

either a brig or a fchooner was feen {landing to-

wards the fea, in a paflage to the fouthward of

our then ftation, but was foon out of fight, ow-

ing to the many intervening ifiands between us

and the ocean. In our way thither were fame

iflands and rocks ; Mr. Johnftone had palled to

the fouth of thefe, but as our neareft way wTas to

the north of them, I went with the boats to take

a fhort furvey of the channel before us, and ob-

tained fome neceffary angles for fixing its feveral

parts, leaving directions for the veflels to follow

in my abfence. Although I faw many rocks and

breakers in this channel, they were all fuffici-

ently confpicuous to be avoided in fair weather,

fo that I had no hefitation in proceeding with

the veilels, although the channel was extremely

intricate ; and having got a good obfervation for

the latitude at noon, I returned on board. On.

my arrival I found, that in near four hours the

Difcovery had gained only half a mile, and was

beginning to lofe even that advantage. This

compelled us to anchor between the above -fouth

point of the ifland, and a fmall round ifland, at

a little diftance from the eaft point of which lie

an iflet and a funken rock. The depth of water

w7as 35 fathoms, foft bottom. The fouth point

of the ifland, fituated in latitude 52° \ y¥, lon-

gitude 231° 53', bore by compafs.N. W. a fourth

E2 of
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of a mile diftant ; the paifage leading out to fea,

S. 53 W., and the fmall round ifland, S. S. E., at

the diftance of a cable and an half. The wea-

ther was clear and pleafant, but as we had a frefh

breeze from S. W., we remained at anchor until

eleven at night ; when the wind ceafmg, and the

ebb ti<Je making in our favor, with the affiftancc

of our boats we made fome progrefs towards the

north-weft extreme of a clufter of iflands, lvinc

off the north-weft point of a fpacious found, ex-

tending to the S. S. E. amongft the iflands that

lie before the continent. This extremity is not

more than two miles S. 68 W. from our laft an-

chorage
;
yet it was not until after day-light on

the morning of Thurfday the 20th, that we paf-

fed between it and a clufter of low barren rocks,

that lie from it S. 74 W. at the diftancc of a

mile.

Ab^ut half a league within thefe rocks, in a

wefterly direction, 'nearly reaching to the conti-

nental ftiore, are two rocky iflets covered with

wood ; about them are fome funken rocks, and

another clufter of low barren rocks, between the

rocky iflets and the rocks firft mentioned ; in

whofe neighbourhood are feveral funken rocks,

fo that the fafeft paflage is that we had paffed

through, in which there are fome detached rocks

near the fhores of the clufter of fmall iflands ;

thefe- however extend but a little diftance ; and

in
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in all other refpeits, fo far as appeared to us, the

pafiage was tolerably free from danger. Having

got through this paffage, we were favored with a

light north -eafterly breeze, with which we flood

to the weftward in a channel about two miles

wide, that led into the arm by which Mr. John-

ftone had returned from Carter's bay. The

fouthcrn fide of this channel being entirely co-

vered with trees, prefented, from the lownefs of

the fhores, a profpedt very grateful to the eye,

and the feveral bays formed by the projecting

parts of the fandy beaches that chiefly compofe

the fhore, indicated a pleafant communication

with the land ; but the coaft on the oppofite fide

was formed by a rude, confuted mafs of low rug-

ged cliffs, and bounded by innumerable rocky

inlets and rocks, as well beneath as above the fur-

face of the w7ater.

Having pafled .between this rugged north-eaf-

tcrn fhore and fome rocks that lie about half a

league to the weftward of it, we were fo far ad-

vanced as to gain a diftant view of this inlet in

moft directions, particularly in that towards the

ocean ; and on comparing it with fome printed

iketches on board, no doubt remained of its be-

ing the fame that had been difcovered by Mr.

Duncan, and named Milbank's found. The de-

lineation of the fhores by Mr. Duncan, bore a

firojig refemblane to thote before us, although

E 3 we



54 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [jUNE,

we materially difagreed with him in the lati-

tude ; there could, however, be no doubt as to

the identity of the place, and I have therefore

continued the name given to it by Mr. Duncan.

The north-eaft wind was fucceeded by a calm ;

during this interval, the fwell and tide fat us to-

wards the eaftern fhore near fome of its funken

rocks, where the foundings were very irregular,

from fixty to thirty-five fathoms, rocky bottom.

We were, however, foon relieved from this un-

pleafant fituation, by a fine breeze fpringing up

from the iouth- weft ; when our courfe was di-

rected up the arm leading from Milbank's found

to Carter's bay. The wind blowing a gentle gale,

attended with ferene and cheerful weather, gave

the country as we pafTed a very pleafant appear-

ance. The land conftitutins; the fhores of the

external or fea-coaft was low, or rather mode-

rately elevated, rifing in a pleafmg diverfity of

hills intirely covered with wood ; and had we

not been well acquainted with the rocky founda-

tion from which fuch forefts are produced, we

might have been led to fuppofe that the foil be^

fore us was in the higheft degree luxuriant.

Some obfervations were procured for afcer-

taining our fituation. Thefe, with thofe made

the preceding day, were very fatisfadory, and

corrected Mr. Johnftone's furvey during his late

expedition, when he was prevented making any

celeftial
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celeftial obfervations by the inclemency of the

weather. At noon the obferved latitude was

£2° 24', longitude 231° 37'. The north-weft

p<?int of entrance into Milbank's found now bore

by compafs S. 16 W. and the fouth-eaft point,

named after the third lieutenant of the Difcovery,

Cape Swaine, S. 13 E. ; in this direction was

a fmall ifland about two miles and a half from

us; and from that ifland S. 14 W. at the dis-

tance of about half a league, lies a very danger-

ous funken rock- We pafTed to the weftward

of thefe, but the Chatham went between them

and the eaftern fhore, which ftill continued

broken and rocky, forming a paiTage with the

above funken rock and breakers about half a mile

wide,where the foundings were found to be very ir-

regular. On the weftern fliore an opening was feen

extending N. 88 W. having the appearance of

leading to fea, with two very large low flat rocks

lying before it ; the neareft fhore was on that

fide, and bore W.N.W. at the diftance of a mile.

Cape Swaine was found by our obfervations to

be in latitude 52° 13', longitude 231° 40/
; and -

the north- weft point of entrance into Milbank's

found,' which I called point Day, off which lie

feveral barren rocky iflets, in latitude 52° 14f',

longitude 231° 2f; being in point of latitude

15
/
to the fouth of the fituation afligncd to it by

Mr. Duncan, and who confiders its longitude to

E 4 be
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be 5 c/ to the weftward of our calculations. As

the day advanced the fouth-weftwardly breeze

frelhened with pleafant weather. The Chatham

wras directed to lead, and by four in the after-

noon, having reached the extent of Mr. John-

ftone's refearches, we directed our route up a

channel about half a mile wide, leading to the

north-weftward, whofe entrance from Milbank's

found is fituated in latitude 52° 4/', and longi-

tude 231° 37'. As we advanced in a direction

from its entrance N. 55 W. the channel narrow-

ed to about a fourth of a mile, and having pro-

ceeded about four miles, the Chatham fuddenly

found only fix fathoms water, on a flioal ftretch-

ing from the ftarboard or continental Ihore into

mid-channel ; this we pafTed on the oppofite fide

in 18 and 20 fathoms water. Beyond this,

which is the narroweft part of the channel,

formed by a high round projecting part of the

fouth-weft fhore, appearing like an ifland ; the

arm widened to near half a league, and an ex*

tenfive opening, taking a foutherly direction, in«»

dicated a communication with the ocean.

The wind continuing favorable, and the wea-

ther pleafant, we made a tolerably good progrefs

along the continental fhore until about nine in

the evening, when we anchored in 58 fathoms

water, within about half a cable's length of the

fouth point of an opening leading to the eaft-

ward,
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ward, where the tides were very ftrong and ir-

regular. The region we had been navigating

iince noon, had gradually increafed in its eleva-

tion, and we were again encompaHed by high,

fteep, rocky, fnow-capped mountains, forming

various chafms, and producing a foreft of pine

trees nearly to their very fummits.

As I intended to profecute our examination

thus alone the ftarboard fhore, until I fhould

find fufncient employment for two parties to

take different directions in the boats, we pro*

ceeded the next morning, Friday the 21 ft, but it

being calm, with the utmoft efforts of our boats

a-head we gained only half a league by noon.

Soon after this time, the wind, though variable,

affifted us, and we advanced about two leagues.

Another opening was paffed on the ftarboard

fhore ; and about feven in the evening we ar-

rived in a fituation N. 32 W. from our laft an-

chorage, where the main branch of the inlet ap-

peared to take two directions, one to the north-

weft, the other to the weftward, with an ifland

lying at their junction ; the two branches being

divided by a high ridge of fteep mountains. Off

the extremity of the ftarboard fhore, in the above

line of direction, was a fmall illet, and fouth of

it a little fandy bay, where we anchored, and

fteadied the fhip with a hawfer to the fhore. (

The following morning, Saturday the 22d,

Mr.
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Mr. Whidbey, with' the large cutter, attended

by Mr. Humphrys in the launch, provided with

fupplies for a week, were difpatched to the open-

ings we had left unexplored behind. And Mr.

Johnftone, in the Difcovery's fmall cutter, at-

tended .by Mr. Barrie in the Chatham's launch,

were fent to examine the branch leading to the

weftward and the larboard fhore, fo long as their

week's fupplies would hold out, or until the

branch fhould be found to communicate with

the fea, or bring the party back to the fhip's Ita-

lian ; in which cafe a report was to be made on

board, prior to undertaking the furvey of the

north-weft branch, as I intended that fervice for

Mr. Whidbey's execution after he fhould have

examined the openings to the fbuthward, in the

event of his returning before Mr. Johnftone.

The poifon which our people had received by

eating the mufcles, appeared by no means of fo

malignant a nature as to have remained unfuh-

dued, could proper remedies have been timely

applied. The means ufed for their recovery on

their arrival on board was firft an emetic ; this

operated very w7ell ; at bed time anodynes pro-

cured them good reft ; thefe were followed the

next day by cathartics, which had a powerful ef-

fect, gave great relief, and produced confiderable

abatement in the unpleafant fymptoms; and

with the affiftance of diaphoretic medicines, and

a ftrid
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a ftrift attention to the complaints in their

bowels, fo entirely removed the malady, that one

of the men was able this day to take his ftation.

in the boat, but the others not being quite fo

much recovered, were excufed from duty fome

days longer.

The melancholy event that attended the dis-

covery of the poifonous quality in the mufcles,

though it may probably be the means of preferr-

ing many lives in future, was to us, independently

of the lofs we had fuftained, attended with cir-

cumflances additionally mortifying. Wherever

we had found thefe fifh, they were fure to afford

us a pleafant and palatable frefh meal. Prudence

however now directed that w7e fhould abftain from

them ;
w^hich, to perfons in our fituation, efpfi-

cially when detached from the fhips, and fre-

quently on. a very fcanty allowance, was the pri-

vation of no final! comfort.

The w7eather enabled me to obtain fome good

obfervations, and in the evening Mr. Whidbey

returned, having found the fbuthern opening to

extend N. 85 E. about five miles, and the other

N. 72 E. about three miles, where each termi-

nated as ufual. This afcertained and traced the

continental fhore completely up to this ftation.

At four o'clock next morning, Sunday 23d, Mr.

Whidbey with his party was again difpatched to

the north-wT

eft branch. This he had examined

by
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by eleven in the forenoon. He reported, that it

extended N. 23 W. for five miles, and that it

there terminated. He had alfo traced the con-

tinental iliore into the branch of the inlet, under

the examination of Mr. Johnftone ; but as the

tenor of Mr. Johnftone's orders might induce

him to pals feme openings on the {larboard fhore,

the provifions of Mr. Whidbey's party were re-

cruited to a fupply for a week, and he was again

difpatched to continue his refearches along the

continental Ihore ; on which occafion Mr. Men-

zies, in purfuit of botanical information, accom-

panied Mr. Whidbey.

This forenoon fome additional obfervations

were obtained for the longitude ; in the evening,

the iky was again overcaft, and the wind that

had blown frefh from the S. E. during the day,

now increafed to a ftrong gale, attended with

fmall rain.

The wind abated next morning, Monday the

24th, but the rain that had been very heavy

during the night, ftill continued. The wind from

the S. E. again frefhened in the evening, and

blew hard in fqualls, with torrents of rain. Dur-

the night, the tide rofe three feet perpendicularly

higher than it had been obferved ufually to flow,

and floated away fome of our water cafks, that

had been left to all appearance in perfe6l fecurity.

Our fcine hooks and lines having been repeatedly-

tried
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tried without fuccels, rendered our fituation here

verv unprofitable, neither the fea nor the fhores

afforded us the fmalleft refrefhment, nor the leaft

relaxation ; and the weather being extremely un-

pleafant, without any profpe6l of a change, ne-

ceiTarily increafed the labour, and retarded the

progrefs of our boats in the examination of this

inhofpitable region ; whofe folitary and defblate

appearance, though daily more familiarized to our

view, did not become lefs irkfome to our feelings.

The weather continued to be variable and un-

fettled until the morning of Thurfday the 2 /th,

when, it becoming fair and pleafant, fome ob-

fervations were procured for afcertaining the la-

titude, longitude, and variation.

About noon on the following day, Mr. John-

Hone returned, and communicated the follow-

ing particulars of his excurfion.

The wreftern branch he found to extend N.

55 W. about 12 miles, where it united with two

extenfive arms, one leading nearly north, the

other about weft. The w7eftern one continued

near two leagues, where it united with two other

branches more extenfive than the former ; one

taking a foutherly, the other a north-

w

7eflcrly di-

rection. The firft of thefc was purfued, and

having by noon of the 23d advanced about two

leagues, the latitude was obferved on the lar-

bpard fide to be 53° II
7

, longitude 231° ?/ ; the

variation
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variation of the compafs 21° 40', eaft; and high

water 20/
after the moon paffed the meridian.

From hence, In a fouth direction, this fouthern

branch reached about two leagues further, where

it took a fharp turn to the W. S. W. about four

miles, and there communicated with a ftill more

extenfive opening, ftretching to the S. W. and

N. W. The land on the weftern fide appeared

to form a large illand, on which rcfe a confpi-

cuous ridge of mountains, with a remarkable

peak nearly m their centre, conficlerably above

the reft ; thtfir fummits were naked rocks, with-

out the leaft appearance of verdure ; the land to

the fouthward was much lower, feemed greatly

broken, and probably afforded feveral paffages to

fea. The wind blew ftrong from the fouth-eaft,

attended with much rain. In the morning of

the 24th> the wind abated, but the rain conti-

nued. The opening leading, to the weftward

was purfued, until the party was overtaken by a

ftrong gale from the S. E. attended with very

heavy rain and thick mifty weather. This obliged

them to fcek flicker round a low point of land

on the weftern fhore, forming the north point

of the apparent large ifland, in a fmall cove

;

which, though fcrcening them from the violence

of the wind and fea, admitted of very indifferent

communication with the fhore, being; chiefly

compofed of fteep rocky precipices. The wet

and
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and comfortlefs fituation of the party, however,

made it indifpenfibly neceffary that fome place

fliould be fought where the advantage of a fire

might be had ; and having afcended the top of

a bare rock, fome difiance above high w^ater

mark, it wr

as fixed upon for their night's abode,

w7here they remained in the mod uncomfortable

manner, until by the unufual flow of the tide,

produced by the increafed violence of the ftorm,

they were diflodged from this refting place, and

obliged to retire to fuch fhelter as the lefs inhof-

pitable woods afforded. Here their kours pafled

with the moil anxious concern till the return ot

day, left their boats fhould have been driven out

of the cove ;
happily this did not prove to be the

cafe ; but a continuation of the fame inclement

weather detained them until the 20th, when, it

becoming rather more moderate, they had for

the firit time a tolerably diftind; view of their

fituation. This wTas in a fpacious channel about

two miles in width, flretching in a wefterly di-

rection, which they followed about a league,

when it opened to their view another ftill more

extent! ve, taking a north-weft and fouth-eafl

courfe, and bounded by land near two leagues

diftant ; this Mr. Johnftone concluded to be

Banks's ifland, fo named by fome of the traders

;

and under that impreffion a paffage to the ocean

w as deemed certain of being found by that route,

for
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for which reafon, after Mr. Johnftone had ob-

fcrved the latitude on the fcuth-weft point of the

wefterly channel, off which lie an iflet and fome

rocks about a mile from the fhore, to be in 53°

10', and its longitude 230° 4l', he commenced

his return to the fhip.

Mr. Johnftone had little doubt that the land,

forming the weft fide of the channel that led

him to the fouthward as he proceeded to his laft

ftation, and the eaft fide of that which led him

to the north-weibvard, was an ifland ; and if his

conjectures were right, a more direct pafTage to

the veffels would neceffarily be found, by which

they might proceed to lea. Thefe ideas proved

in the fequel to be correCt, and the ifland was

found to be five leagues long in a north and fbuth

dire6lion, and five miles in breadth ; of a mode-

rate though uneven height, compofed chiefly of

rocky materials, covered with pine trees of infe-

rior growth, and having to the north and north-

weft of it much broken and divided land. About

noon on the 26th the weather again became

rainy and boifterous ; this continued until noon

the next day, when they arrived at the north

point of the above ifland, and obferved its lati-

tude to be f)3° 18', longitude 230° 53^. Froirt

hence, with fair pleafant weather, they made the

beft of their way towards the fhips, where they

arrived as before ftated. The country that had

fallen
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fallen under their obfervation, differed little from

the general chara&er of the furrounding region.

That on the fea coaft was fomewhat lefs moun-

tainous, chiefly covered with wood, and lefs en-

cumbered with fnow than the barren rugged fum-

mits of the mountains of the interior country.

Thofe parts that had lately occupied Mr. John-

ftcne's attention, appeared to be the fame that

had been vifited by Mr. Duncan, and called Ne-

pean's found ; Senr Caamano had alfo reforted

thither the preceding year, and had named the

ifland which Mr. Johnftone circumnavigated,

Ilie de Gil. Thefe names I accordingly adopted.

As this report rendered our ftay here no longer

neceffary, I determined to proceed immediately

to the weftern arm, where, on the continental

fhore, Mr. Johnfcone had obferved a bay that

appeared likely to afford good anchorage, and

which was fo fituated that Mr. Whidbey on his

return muft neceffarily perceive the fhips ; in the

event, however, of his palling that ffation in the

night, or in thick weather, I left a letter, fealed

up, in a bottle, in a fituation that had been agreed

upon between us before his departure, contain-

ing fuch information and dire£lions as Ihould be

neceffary for his government.

By the time our brewing utenfils and other

matters were brought from the Ihore, the wind

blew a ftrong
tgale from the S. E* attended with

Vol, IV. F heavy
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heavy fqualls and thick rainy weather. ^This

continued until the morning of Saturday the

29th ; when, about ten in the forenoon, with the

affiftancc of the tide, we towed out of the cove,

and, a light breeze fpringing up from the eaft-

ward, we failed up the weftern arm* Whilft we

had remained at anchor, only two fmall canoes,

with three perfons in each, had vifited us ; one

on the preceding Sunday, bringing nothing to

difpofe of, the other juft before our departure,

which brought three fea-otter fkins and a few fal-

mon, that were exchanged principally with iron.

In this dreary and uninterefting place nothing

further attracted our attention. The aftrono-

mical and nautical obfervations made there were

very fatisfadiory, and by the former the cove

was found to be fituated in latitude 53° 10', lon-

gitude 231° 26/
. The variation of the compafs ?

by fixteen fets of azimuths taken on fhore, View-

ing from ]Q° to 24°, gave a mean refult of 21°

37' eaftwardly
; and, independently of the in-

fluence that the ftormy weather feemed to have

upon the tide, at the fprings, the day tide rofe

fifteen feet three inches, the night tide about fix

inches higher, and was high water lOh 15' after

the moon palfed the meridian.

By feven in the evening we had advanced

from the anchorage we had quitted only five

miles up the weftern arm ; it was about a mile

in
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in width, and the fteepnefs of its rocky fides af-

forded little profped: of obtaining any anchorage

on which we could depend for the night. We
had repeatedly traverfed from fhore to fhore with-

out finding bottom with 165 and ]85 fathoms

of line, though writhin half the fhip's length of

the rocks. The tide now making againft us, we

were conftrained to reft our fides againft the rocks,

and by hawfers faftened to the trees to prevent

our being driven back. Our prefent refting place

was perfectly fafe, but this is not the cafe againft

every part of thefe rocky precipices, as they are

fro*rT&ntly found to jet out a few yards, at or a

little beneath low water mark ; and if a veflel

fhould ground on any of thofe projecting parts

about high water, fhe would, on the falling tide,

if heeling from the fhore, be in a very dangerous

fituation.

The weather was foggy for fome hours the

next morning, Sunday the 30th, and w7as after-

wards fucceeded by a calm
;

this, in addition to

an unfavorable tide, detained us againft the rocks

until about noon, when a breeze from the weft-

ward enabled us to make fail, though with little

effect. In the afternoon the breeze again died

away ; but with the affiftance of our boats, and

an eddy tide within about fifty yards of the rocks,

wTe advanced by flow degrees to the weftward,

and found foundings from forty-five to fixty fa-

F 2 thorns
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thorns, hai'd rocky bottom, about half a cable's

length from the Ihore ; but at a greater diftance

no ground could be gained. In this tedious na-

vigation, fometimes brufhing our fides againft

the rocks, at others juft keeping clear of the

trees that overhung them, we had advanced at

midnight about four miles ; and having at that

time, bottom at the depth of forty-five fathoms,

about forty yards from the lhore, we let go the

anchor ; but fuch was the proje&ing declivity of

the rocks on which the anchor at firft refted, that

it almoft inftantly flipped off into fixty fathoms.

By this time however a hawfer was made fall to

the trees, and being hauled tight, it prevented,

the anchor flipping lower down, and jull an-

fwered the purpofe of keeping us from the pro-

jecting rocks of the fhore.

About eight in the morning of Monday the ift

of July, with the tide then feemingly in our fa-

vor, and a moderate wefterly breeze, we made

feme progrefs, and by two in the afternoon we
arrived at the place where I purpofed to wait

Mr. Whidbey's return. It was a commodious

cove ; the fouth point of it was formed by a

jocky clump covered with trees, which became

m ifland at high water. There a note was found

from Mr. Whidbey, ftating that he had quitted

this ftation at feven in the evening on the fame

day he had left the lliip ; a diftance that had

taken
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taken us now three days to gain. We anchored

in forty-fix fathoms, fandy bottom, and moored

with a hawfer to the rocky clump, which was

our nearefl fhore, at the diftance of a cable and

an half. This little bay is formed by a ftony

beach, through which a confiderable run of water

falls into the fea ; this flattered us w7ith the hope

of taking a few fifh, but the feine was worked to

no other purpofe than that of tearing it to pieces;

nor were we more fuccefsful with our hooks and

lines. The ftiores however afforded us fome rafp^

berries, with black and red berries, and the labra-*

dore tea ; thefe were all gathered at fome little

diftance in the wroods.

On Tuefday the 2d at noon, I obferved the la^

titude to be 5 3° 18', longitude 231° 14'. The
cutter and launch were then feen approaching

the fhips, by the channel Mr. Johnftone had

purfued towards the ocean ; and on their arrival

on board, Mr. Whidbey communicated to me
the following account of his expedition.

From this fiation he continued on the eaftern

fhore, which took nearly a north direction. A
fmall inlet was examined extending eaflerly about,

half a league, whofe north point of entrance lies

north from this place, about a league diflant

;

there the party refted for the night in a very un-

comfortable fituation, owing to the extremely

bad weather, and the rugged rocky fhore, that

F 3 fcarcety
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fcarcely afforded them a fufficient horizontal fpace

to land and remain upon. The next morning

(June 24th) as they were preparing to proceed,

a fmoke was difcovered iffuing from amongft the

ftones on the fhore, that, at low tide, formed a

kind of beach. On examination, a run of hot

water was found paffing amongft the ftones,

which at high tide muft be at leaft fix feet be-

neath the furface of the fea They were not able

to difcover its fource, and having no thermome-

ter, its degree of heat could not be afcertained.

Some of the feamen attempted to wafh their

hands in it, but found the heat inconvenient. It

had a faltifb tafte, and Mr. Whidbey wras of opi-

nion, that the rapidity with which it flowed could

fcarcely permit of its receiving this favour from

the fea water. Its colour and tafte were thought

to refemble much the waters at Cheltenham.

From hence Mr. Whidbey continued his route

along the continental fliore. This took a north-

wefterly dire&ion to a point in latitude 53° 32^

longitude 231° 5'; in their way to this ftation,

about two leagues to the fouth-eaft of it, a fmall

branch was examined. It was about a mile in

width ; its firft direction was N. 30 E. for about

a league, and then S. 68 E. about two miles fur-

ther, where it terminated in a round bafon, hav-

ing near its centre a fmall ifland on the fouthern

Ihore. Both fides were compofed of perpendi-

cular
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cular cliffs covered with pine trees. The breadth

of the channel they had thus purfued was in go-

neral about half a league, until they approached

this point, where it decreafed to about half that

width. The weftern fhore was found to be nearly

ftraight and compadl, until the party wrere

abreaft of this point ; there it formed a deep bay,

whofe ftiores appeared to be a little broken at the

bottom. From this point the inlet taking an

eafterly direction widened to about half a league,

and the continental fhore firft took a direction N.

75 E. about four miles, where it left but a narrow

neck of land between it and the north fide of the

above-mentioned fmall branch. From thence it

extended N. 50 E. about four miles further, to a

point where the width of the inlet increafed to

about three miles and an half, and it divided into

two branches ; the principal one, or continuation

of the former branch, ftretched about N. by W.;

the other S. E. by E., about a mile wide, This

ftation they gained about breakfaft time on the

25th, after palling a very uncomfortable night in

confequence of the tidb having flow ed into their

tents at the bottom, whilft a heavy torrent of rain

was falling over their heads.

This point was named by Mr. Whidbey PtiiNT

Staniforth, and is fituated in latitude 53° 34',

longitude 231° i;'. The Ihores they had paffed

were in part compofed of lofty fteep mountains;

F 4 that
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that rofe nearly perpendicularly from the fea, and

were covered from the water fide to their fum-

mits with pines and foreft trees. The other parts,

equally well wooded, were lefs elevated, and ter-

minated in fandy beaches with projeding points,

forming feveral fmall bays and coves ; and before

they reached that part of the inlet which took an

eafterly diredion, Mr. Whidbey obferved more

drift wood than he had feen on any other part of

the coaft. After breakfaft the party entered the

fouth-eafterly branch, and found it fhores com-

pofed of mountains that were barren towards their

fummits, but well wooded near the water fide.

As they advanced, its width increafed to about

half a league ; and in a diredion S. 60 E. three

miles and an half from point Staniforth, an ifland

lies nearly in mid-channel, where they (topped

to dine. At the entrance into this arm a tide

was found in their favor, and not being more

than half flood by the Ihore, Mr." Whidbey

was flattered with the profped of carrying the

flood tide fome diftance ; it however Ihortly turn-

ed, with a breeze, down the arm, and they were

fix hours advancing about four miles. They

quitted their dinner ftation, leaving unexamined

a fmall arm extending from the fouthern fhore,

and purfued the main branch, taking a diredion

from the iflands S. 55 E. This was traced along

the fouthern fhore ten miles, uptil they arrived at

a place
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a place that had the appearance of being a fmall

bay ; here they flopped for the night, after having

advanced through a very defolate country, whofe

inhofpitable Ihores were formed by fuch fteep

barren rocky precipices, as rendered the landing

very difficult. A very few trees were thinly dif-

perfed, of a llender dwarf kind, produced upon

the naked rock.

The cutter having been very leaky during the

afternoon, was inftantly cleared and hauled up,

when one of her planks under the larboard bow

was difcovered to have been ftove in by fome

means, of which no one could form any conjec-

ture. A piece of lead was nailed over the injured

part, and the boat was again made tight..

At clay-light on the 20th, their fituation was

difcovered, inftead of being in a fmall bay as had

been fuppofed, to be a little way within the en-

trance of a fmall rivulet, about a cable's length

wide, admitting, for about a fourth part of that

extent, a paffage of five fathoms water. It took

a winding; courfe to the S. W. between two

mountains ; the tide of flood ran ftrongly up, and

the ebb returned with fuch impetuofity, that the

boats could not make the leaft way againft the

current.

As many funken rocks were lying acrofs its

entrance, Mr. Whidbey did not think it an ob-

jed worth the rifk of any further examination

;

and
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and for that reafon he proceeded immediately up

the arm, taking an irregular direction, firft about

N, 50 E., for eight miles, and then about S. 55

E., twenty-two miles ; where, as ufual, it ter-

minated in fhoal water, before a border of low

land, through which flowed feveral fmallftreams

or rivulets of frefh water. The latitude appeared

to be 53° 20', longitude 232° \f\ it was high

water by the fhore 36' after the moon paffed the

meridian, and the rife and fall of the tide was

about fourteen feet.

On the morning of the 27th they returned

down this arm, which, after Sir Alan Gardner, I

called Gardner's Channel. On this occafion

Mr. Whidbey obferved, that the face of the coun-

try through which they had pailed from the little

rapid rivulet, was almoft an intirely barren wafte,

nearly deftitute of wood and verdure, and pre-

fenting to the eye one rude mafs of almoft naked

rocks, rifing into rugged mountains, more lofty

than any he had before feen, whofe towering fum-

mits feeming to overhang their bafes, gave them

a tremendous appearance. The whole wras co-

vered with perpetual ice and fnow, that reached,

in the gullies formed between the mountains,

clofe down to the high-water mark ; and many

water- falls of various dimenfions were feen to de-

fcend in every direction.

By the morning of the 28th, they had reached

the
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the fmall arm on the fouthern fhore, that had

freen pafTed unexamined on the afternoon of the

25th. This they now found extending S. 35 E.

nine miles from point Staniforth, where it ter-

minated as ufual. From thence the party pro-

ceeded about feven miles up what appeared to be

the main branch of the inlet, where they relied

for the night, on the eaftern fhore, oppofite to

an ifland lying nearly in mid-channel. This lla-

tion lies from point Staniforth N. 10 W. eight

miles. The fhores of the continent, from the

fouth-eaftern arm, were nearly ftraight and com-

pact. Here they were vifited by eight Indians ia

two canoes, the firft that they had feen during

this expedition. The natives behaved in a very

civil and friendly manner, and prefented the party

with two fine falmon, each weighing about 70

pounds ; thefe were the fmeffc and largeft that

had been feen during our voj^age, and the In-

dians, after being recompenfed with a fmall piece

of iron, departed very well pleafed with the ex-

change.

The wxather was calm, with heavy rain in the

morning of the 29th, and fo it continued all the

day; notvvithftanding this Mr. Whidbey refumed

his examination in the afternoon, alojng the eaf-

tern or continental fhore. From their place of

reft it took a north direction- for nine miles, to a

proje&ing
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projecting point that obtained the name of

Point Hopkins, forming within thofe limits

a deep bend, in which were many fandy bays*

The fhores here w^ere moderately elevated and

well covered with wood. Two openings to the

fouth of this point were palled on the oppofite

fhore. From hence the main inlet appeared to

divide into two branches, one taking a. north-

eafterly, the other a north- wefterly direction.

The former, as being a continuation of the con-

tinent, was firffc attended to, and was found to

extend N. 3/ E. feven miles to the fouth point of

a fmall branch about half a mile wide. The

eaftern fhore here formed a large fandy bay, and

to the weftward fome rocky iflets, and an ifland

about four miles long were palled. Here they were

met by the fame Indians wTho had furnifhed them

with the two falmon, and who attended the party

up the above-mentioned fmall branch. This,

from its fouth point of entrance, took a direction

S. /8 E. feven mil^s, where it terminated as

ufual by fhoal water in latitude 53° 54| /
, longi-

tude 231° 30'. They flopped here to dine, and

w7ere vifited by ten canoes, containing about fixty

Indians ; the largeft of thefe, in which was the

chief and his family, had its head and item cu~

rioufly decorated with carved work, and rude

and uncouth figures in painting, refembling thofe

with
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with which they adorn their houfes. The fkins

of the fea otter and fome land animals they rea-

dily difpofed of, for copper, blue cloth, and

blankets, but the former feemed higheft in their

eftimation. They all behaved very civilly and

honcftly, and were very compliant in doing what-

ever they were defired. Mr. Whidbey permitted

the chief to fit with him at dinner ; which he

confidcred as a great indulgence, and conducted

himfeif very well. He drank fome grog, and

appeared to be very fond of bread and fugar ; he

preferred the latter, and feemed greatly aftonifhed

at the tafte of it ; he gave fome to feveral of his

attendants, who feemed to be equally furprized.

After dinner Mr. Whidbey returned down this

branch, accompanied by the chief and his whole

party, who every how and then fung fongs, by

no means unmelodious or unpleafing. The party

reached the entrance in the evening, where they

flopped for the night in a fmall cove within a bay.

On making figns to the Indians that they were

going to reft, all thefe immediately retired to

another cove, at a little diftance, where they re-

mained perfectly quiet ; and at four the next

morning (the 30th)they accompanied them again

in their refearches up the main branch of the in-

let. From hence it was about two miles wide,

and took nearly a north dire&ion nine miles, to

the
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the latitude of 54° 4', longitude 231° 1Q', where

it was terminated by a border of low land ;

whence extended a ihallow flat from fide to fide,

through which a fmall rivulet difcharged itfelf

at its eaftern corner, navigable for canoes only.

This termination differed in fome refpe6l from

many of the others ; its fhores wxre not very

abrupt, but were bounded on each fide by a range

of lofty mountains, which, however, were not

(as had been conftantly the cafe) connected at the

head of the arm, but continued feemingly in a

direction parallel to each other. The valley be-

tween them, w7hich was three or four miles wide,

formed nearly a plain, and was covered with tall

foreft trees, moftly of the pine tribe- This plain

wr

as fuppofed by Mr. Whidbey to extend fome

leagues, to where the diftant mountains appeared

to conned: the two ranges. Our party made a

late breakfaft near the entrance of the rivulet?

where they found the remains of an Indian vil-

lage. On their moving from thence, their In-

dian attendants took their leave, went up the ri-

vulet in their canoes, and were feen no more.

Contrary winds, though the wTeather was now
pleafant, retarded their progrefs fo much, that

by nine at night they had not reached more than

eleven miles in a direction S. 20 W. from the

head of the inlet. Here they flopped for the

night
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night on the weftern Ihore, clofe to a very large

water- fall, about ten feet above high water mark,

that had its fource in a lake of frefh water which

appeared to be deep, lying in a north-weft di-

rection.

About three in the morning of the firft of July>

the party proceeded down the weftern Ihore, and

foon arrived at the weftern divifion of the main

inlet, mentioned on the 2gth of June to have

been feen from point Hopkins. This, which

took a direction S. 35 W., was about a mile wide;

its weftern fhore being ftill a continuation of the

continent, its eaftern having the appearance of

being an ifland, or a group of iflands ; fo that lit-

tle doubt was entertained of finding a paflage by

that route, inftead of returning by the way they

had come. For this reafon Mr. Whidbey did not

hefitate to proceed down the arm, and having

advanced about five miles along the continental

Ihore, he came to a point in latitude 53° 50',

longitude 231° 8^, which he named Point AsH-

ton. Here another branch extended from that

they were purfuing to the northward, and, at a

little diftance, appeared again to divide into two

arms, to the north and the north-weft.

By this time their provifions were nearly ex-

haufted ; and as there was no certainty of gain-

ing a paflage to the ftiip by this route, Mr. Whid-

bey
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bey deem-ed it moft prudent to quit the further

examination of the continental fhore, and to

make the bell: of his way towards the veffels. At

point Afhton they break fafted/ and by the ftiorc

found it high water there 1 3
/
after the moon paf-

ied the meridian. From this point in a fbutherly

direction were feveral rocky iliets, and two fmall

iflands. After breakfaft they made confiderable

progrefs, and found the arm take a direction S„

30 W., 14 miles to a point on the eaffc fhore.

About half way from point Afhton, they palled

on that fhore by an opening, ftretching to the

north-eaft, and communicating mofc probably

with one of thofe they had palled on the oppofite

fide of the land, extending to the weftward-

From this laffc ftation the channel ran nearly

louth ; and by ten in the forenoon of the 2d of

July, their former opinion was confirmed, by

their arriving at the fouth-weft extremity of the

land, which in their way up to point Hopkins,

bad formed their wcftern, and on their return

from point Afhton, their eaftern fhore. This,

which I called Point Gumming, is fituated in

latitude 53° I8f', longitude 230° 58', from hence

the iflet, on which Mr. Whidbey had left a notp

the 23d of June, was feen lying nearly eaft, at

the diftance of about nine miles. Thus his con-*

je&urcs were proved to have been well founded,

and
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and that the intervening land compofed an ex-

tenlive ifland about thirty-three miles in length,

and from three to eleven miles in breadth.

This ifland, after that noble and indefatigable

promoter of the Britifli commerce, Lord Hawkef-

bury,* I named Hawkesbury's Island. From

point Cumming the party returned to the Ihips

as already related.

* Now Lord Liverpool.

Vol. IV. G CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IV.

Mr. Whidbey again dlfpatched with two Boats—
Anchor near the IJle de Gil—Account af Mr.

Whidbey s Excurjton— Quit Fi/Iierman s Cove—

Pafs between Banks s IJland and Pitfs Archipe-

lago into the Ocea?i—"Enter Chatham s Sound—
Meet three Engllfli Veffels—Arrive in Obferva-

tory Inlet—Anchor in Salmon Bay—Boats again

dlfpatched on the Survey.

OUR diftance from the place where Mr,

Whidbey had quitted the examination of

the continental Ihore being at leaft 1 5 leagues,

and the probability there was, that the branches

he had left unexamined, on the weftern Ihore,

were only fmall arms, induced me not to pro-

ceed in the veffels fo far in fuch a tedious and

difagreeable navigation, but to take a fituation

fomewhere in the neighbourhood of the north-

w7eft part of Mr. Johnftone's refearches ; where

the veffels would be conveniently ftationed for

proceeding in the inland navigation, fhould this

be found advifable, or for purfuing the route Mr^

Johnftone had explored leading towards the

ocean.

With
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With a favorable breeze we fleered to the

Weftward, but we had no fooner entered the

channel by which the boats had returned, which

was about half a league in width, and commu-
nicated with Nepean's found, than the favor-

able breeze died away, and it was fucceeded by

light baffling winds in the contrary direction. As

wre at firft advanced in this channel, foundings

were gained from 40 to 45 fathoms, at the dis-

tance of near two cables' length on each fide; but,

the ebb tide being in our favor, and we being alfo

in hopes of finding foundings as we proceeded, I

was not induced to anchor until the flood fhould

return ; at which time, the wind intirely dying

away, and we being in the middle of the chan-

nel, it was not until midnight, though with the

afliftance of all our boats a-head towing, that we

arrived in Co fathoms water, about half a cable's

length from the fouthern fhore, and four miles

and an half from our late anchorage* The bot-

tom did not appear by the lead to be rocky. The

anchor, however, in the morning of Wednefday

the 3d, flipped off the bank, and the fhip was

adrift; it was immediately hove up, and with light

variable winds attended with much rain, we at-

tempted to advance until two in the afternoon ;

when finding we loft ground, we came to an an-

chor on the fouthern fhore, about half a mile to

the eaflward of the place we had left in the morn-

G 2 ing,
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ing, in 40 fathoms water ; but before a hawfcr

could be made faffc to the fhore, the anchor again

flipped into 60 fathoms : this precaution how-

ever prevented our being again adrift, or the an-

chor from flipping into deeper wrater.

Such being the unavoidable and tedious delays

attendant on moving the veflels, I difpatched Mr.

Whidbey in the large cutter, attended by Mr.

Barrie in the fmall one, to profecute the inland

navigation ; appointing a rendezvous not likely to

be miftaken, whither we fhould proceed by fuch

advances as were in our power , But, in cafe this

fervice fliould be early completed, and he himfelf

returned before the arrival of the veffcls at the

appointed place, w7hich was that where Mr.

Johnflone's inveftigation was intended to com-

mence, he was then to proceed in that route,

leaving, in a fituation eafily to be discovered, due

information of his proceedings
;
by which means

any further examination in that quarter would

become intirely unnecelfary. With thefe direc-

tions, and ten days' provifions, he departed about

noon.

Wc remained in this fituation until about half

paft ten in the forenoon of Thurfday the 4th,

when a moderate breeze fpringing up from the

fouth-weftward, we made fail to windward. Our

progrefs was fo flow, that at feven in the even-

ing we had only reached point Cymming ; and

we
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we had no fboner rounded this point, than the

wind, that had been againil us the whole day,

and would now haw been favorable, inflantly

fhifted to the very point for which, on entering

Nepean's lbund, we had wanted to fleer, in order

to reach our rendezvous now at the diflance of

about four miles. This difappointment compelled

us, at ten o'clock, to anchor, and make fail to

the trees, two miles to the northward of the above

point, in fifty fathoms water ; the bottom fand

and flones, about half a cable's length from the

eaflern fhore. in the morning, the appointed

rendezvous for meeting Mr, Whidbey's party not

having been vifited by any of our boats, I ordered

the mailer of the Chatham to go thither, and to

afcertain the bell anchorage for the vefTels. About

ten o'clock a light breeze from the N. W. fpring-

ing up, we made fail to windward in order to fol-

low him.

On heaving up the bed bower anchor, to our

great furprize and 'mortification, we found it

broken. The palm, with half the arm of the

anchor, was broken off. It had evidently flruck

flantingly againfl a rock, as the mark of the rock

ftill remained on the broken part of the anchor

;

and as there was not the leafl ftrain in weighing

it, there is little doubt that its own weight broke

it in the a£t of falling. The anchor appeared to

have been compofed of very bad materials, and to

G 3 have
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have been very ill wrought ; it had broken quite

fhort off, and had it not been for the fhape of the

bars, that remained in its infide in their original

ftate, the texture of the metal would rather have

induced the belief of its being caff, than wrought,

iron.

Such were the anchors with which we were

fupplied for executing this tedious, arduous, and

hazardous fervice. Happily, neither on this, nor

on the former limilar occafion, about this time

in the preceding year, wer§ we expofed to any

immediate danger, otherwife the chances of our

efcaping would have been much againft us. A lofs

of confidence in the ftability of thefe our laft re-

fources, muff alw7ays be attended with the luoft

painful reflections that can occur in a maritime*

life. From our unfortunate experience, little de-

pendence could be placed in future on the fer-

vices of our anchors, fhould we be driven to the

cruel neceffity of reforting to them as a laft re-*

fource.

On Mr. Manby's return, he reported, that al-

though the neighbourhood of the fpot he had

been fent to examine afforded anchorage, yet it

was very much expofed, and the foundings gained

were off a fmall fandy beach, that extended but

a litle way in any direction. Op znore minutely

noticing the weftern lhore cf this inlet, being the

eaft fide of the ille de Gil
;

I faw a fituation that

promifed
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promifed to anfwer our prefent purpofe, having

now to break out the main hold for another an-

chor. I fent a boat to found it, and on receiving

a favorable report, about three o'clock we an-

chored in forty fathoms ; ftones, fhells, and fandy

bottom ; mooring; with a hawfer to the Ihore,

The bay is fituated on the north-eaft part of the

ifland, about two miles from its northern extre-

mity. Its outer points bearing by compafs from

W. to S. E. by E., our diftance about a cable's

length from the fhore.

My intentions now were, that the Chatham

Ihould proceed to, and remain at, the rendez-

vous, for the information of the boats ; and that

the Difcovery fhould continue at this more eli-

gible ftation for the fervice we had to perform.

But on obferving the Chatham haul her wind,

inftead of anchoring at the place appointed, I

concluded the anchorage was not found very de-

firable ; the fignal was therefore made for them

•to join us, which was accordingly done about five

in the evening. We immediately fat about re-

placing the anchors ; this was accomplifhed, and

the hold re-ftowed by noon the next day, Satur-

day the 6th.

The Chatham's launch requiring fome repairs?

detained Mr. Johnftone and his party until four

o'clock on Sunday morning, when, with fupplies

for a week, he departed, in order to refume his

G 4 examination
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examination of the coaft towards the ocean; with

directions to call at the place appointed for Mr,

Whidbey's rendezvous, bearing by compafs N. 27

W. diftant three miles, and there to leave infor*

mation of his departure, and of the ftation the

veflels had taken. About nine Mr. Johnflone

returned, having found a note from Mr. Whid-

bey, which ftated, that the openings he had pur-

fued to the northward in the inland navigation,

had been all found to terminate in the ufual w ay;

that he had quitted the rendezvous the preceding

day at noon, whither he had then traced the con-

tinental Ib.ore, and had departed with the view of

continuing its further examination up an arm

leading to the north- weft. Mr. Johnftone left the

directions according to his orders, and returned on

board, as this intelligence of Mr. Whidbey's pro*

ceedings had rendered his expedition unneceflary.

On his arrival he pointed out a lituation round

the north point of this ifland, which appeared to

him more eligible for waiting the return of the

boats than the ftation we had taken ; but as this

afforded an abundance of berries and of the labra-

dore tea, I was induced to remain here another

day, that our people might have the advantage of

a ramble into the woods, and of partaking of thofe

excellent refreshments,

As the wind blew from the northward directly

into the bay, attended with thick mifty weather,

we
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we remained quiet until Tuefday the Qth, when

we proceeded to the ftation pointed out by 'Mr.

Johnftone. On anchoring, the beft bower was

in thirty-three, the fmall bower in forty-three fa-

thoms, about a quarter of a mile from the fhore

;

the bottom dark fand and mud. Our fituation

was dire<5lly to the fouth-weftward of the north

point of the ifle de Gil, whofe fliores bore by

compafs from S. by E. to N. E. by E. ; the neareft

oppofite Aiore well:, about half a league diftant

;

the arm under Mr. Whidbey's examination north-

weft, diftant two miles ; and the appointed ren-

dezvous diftant about a league.

The next morning, Wednefday the 1 oth, the

feine was hauled, and a good meal of flfh procured

for all hands ; an abundance of berries were pro-

duced on the adjacent fhores, and a fufficient

quantity of fifh caught to fupply our wants during

our ftay, which continued without any particular

occurrence until Sunday the 3 4th. About feven

in the morning the boats returned, after having

purfued the examination of the continental Ihore,

through an arm whofe entrance, two miles from

this ftation, was in a direction N. 30 W. ; in

which its boundaries were traced to the latitude

of 54° 24', longitude 22Q° 42', and confidered to

be there the eaftern part of Chatham's found, fo

named by fome former vifitors. From thence

the continental fliore, which took a northerly di-

region,
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re6lion, appeared to be compact, and formed the

eaftern fide of a very fpacious and extenfive open-

ing, lying in the fame dire&ion with the conti-

nent from two to three leagues in width, and

nearly unlimited in its northern dire&ion. The

continental fliore was compofed of a range of lofty

mountains covered with fnow ; but the weftern

fide of the found was divided into large and fmall

jflands, through which Mr. Whidbey faw two

channels communicating with the ocean. By <

one of thefe he intended to have returned, but

the ftrong foutherly winds that prevailed induced

him to return by the inland navigation. The fol-

lowing is an account of this excurfion.

By noon of the 4th the party reached point

Afliton, where Mr. Whidbey on his former ex-

pedition had quitted the examination of the con-

tinental fhore. Having dined they proceeded

round this point along the continent, up the

northern branch then left unexplored; and found

it, as it had appeared to be, divided into two

fmall arms, the firft fcarcely half a mile wide,

taking a direction N. 18 E., about four miles,

where it terminated in low land, rifxng gradually

to a moderate height within the country. The

caft fide of the arm bore a fimilar appearance, in-

dented with feveral fandy bays ; but the weftern

fide was high, fteep, and rocky. The other

branch of this opening, extending from point

Afhtoa
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Afhton N. 10 W., was about the fame width
;

with an ifland fituated nearly in its middle, and

fome funken rocks on its eaftern fhore. This

branch terminated by low fwampy land, fur-

rounded on every fide by high mountains, with

deep gullies between them where the fnow had

lodged, and in fome places remained frozen,

though not more than twenty feet above the

level of the fea. Each fide of the arm was well

wooded, but compofed of fteep rocky fhores.

Having thus fatisfied themfeves the party return-

ed, and refted for the night in a fmall cove on

the continental fhore, three miles to the fouth-

wTard of point Afhton. From hence the conti-

nental fhore firft took a direclion S. 31 W. fif-

teen miles ; here it formed a fmall cove, in which

is a frefh water brook ; from thence it extended

nearly fouth, twelve miles ; and having examined

in their way a fmall bay about a mile wide, anc|

half a league deep, they entered a narrow open-

ing that firft took nearly a fouth -weft direction

about a league, and then S. 15 E., about three

miles and a half further ; where it again communi-

cated with the main channel, making the eaftern

fliore a fmall ifland about a league and a half long,

whofe fouth end was the appointed rendezvous.

In this neighbourhood Mr. Whidbey expected to

have found the veffels ; but being difappointed,

he left the note as before mentioned, and profe-

cuted
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cuted the examination of the continent up the

arm already pointed out, which they entered about

noon. During their morning's excurfion they

were vifited by feven canoes, in which were about

thirty of the natives, moll of whom Mr. Whid-

bey defcribed to be little old men ; there were

few young men amongft them, and no women
nor children, They brought a very inferior af-

fortment of fea otter fkins to difpofe of, and their

general appearance indicated them to be a very

poor tribe
;
they ftayed with our party about an

hour, and concluded themfelves in a very orderly-

manner.

At the fouth-eaft point of entrance into this

arm, which lies weft about two miles from the

rendezvous point, and for two miles within, the

fea abounded with fea otters. Thefe, in the moft

fportive manner, played about the boats, rearing

themfelves half way out of the water, and holding

up their young ones in their fore paws, as if to

view the boats as they pafTed. The arm at this

place was not more than half a mile wide, with

ftraight and compad: fhores on each fide
;

they

found its dire&ion N. 40 W., until they had ad-

vanced about twenty-four miles from the en-

trance, when they arrived at a fmali harbour, or

rather cove, on the eaftern fhore, where they

palTed a very rainy and uncomfortable night.

At day-light, in the morning of the 7th, fome

rocks,
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rocks were found near the head of this cove,

which was bounded by a fandy beach, having a

lagoon of water behind it. Off its north-weft point

was an ifland, from whence the arm was found

to continue the fame width and direction about

four miles further. It then ftretched N. 27 W.
about eight miles to the fouth point of an open-

ing on the weftern or continental fhore, about

a mile wide ; its oppofite point of entrance lying

north. At this point the width of the main arm

increafed to half a league. Off the fouth point

lie many rocks, both above and beneath the fur*

face of the water. The fhores, along which they

had thus navigated from the entrance of the arm,

were mountainous on the eaft or continental fide,

but, on the oppofite fide, low and rocky ; both

produced pine-trees, and were interfperfed with

bare and naked patches. From this point the

opening was found to take a courfe firft S. 37 E.

for four miles, where it ended in a fandy bay, in

which were fome funken rocks ; from thence it

extended N. 9 W., lix miles, where it finally ter-

minated in the ufual manner, with fome rocky

iflets, and funken rocks, about half way up. Im-

mediately within its north point of entrance lies

a fmall ifland, behind which is a deep fandy cove.

From this northern point the eaftern fhore took

a direction N. 45 W., three miles and an half,

to a fmall cove, where they refted for the night,

which,
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•which, as well as the day, was very rainy and

tmpleafant.

Although the rain flill continued, the party

again proceeded at four the next morning along

the continental fhofe, N. 3 1 W. ten miles to the

fouth point of a bay, about a mile wide, and tw7o

miles deep, in a north-call direction, with many

iflets and feveral funken rocks about it. Here

they were detained by thick foggy weather until

near noon, when it cleared up, and permitted

Mi\ Whidbey to obferve the latitude of the

above point to be 53° 53 7
, its longitude 230a

121'. Having examined the bay, they proceeded,

and found the call fhore to take a rounding di-

rection wefterly to a cove, lying from the above

bay N. 23 W. diitant about nine miles. Here

they relied for the night, which, like the former,

was very wet and uncomfortable.

In their way hither the continental Ihore was

found to be lined with innumerable rocky iflets

and rocks, above and below the furface of the

fea ; nor was the middle of the channel free from

thefe obllru&ions, where wras alfo a duller of

iflands ; and behind them an extenfive opening

on the oppofite (bore ran to the S. S. W. appear-

ing to divide the land. To the north-well of

that opening the fouth weft fhore ftill continued

N. 35 W. from whence the main arm increafed

\ts width to near half a league, and formed a

channel
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channel leading to the north^weftward, with

land lying between it and the continental fliore.

This laft now took a diredlion N. 5 W. and

formed a channel with the eaftern fhore of the

above intermediate land, from two to three miles

wide. The fouth point of this land bore from

hence N. 6q W. diftant three miles. In the

morning of the Qth, they bent their way up this

channel, paffing along the continent, and found

the fhores compofed of fteep rocky cliffs, diffi-

cult to land upon, though but moderately ele-

vated ; their lower parts being well wooded, but

towards their fummits rugged and barren ; here

alfo they met with immenfe numbers of lea ot-

ters playing about the boats, which were fre-

quently fired at, but without effect.

Soon after they had left the cove, they found

themfelves oppofed by a very rapid ffcream, againft

which the boats could fcarcely make any way

;

it was remarked, that no part of this ftream feem-

ed to enter the paffage which the boats had pur-

fued, but was wholly directed tovtards the above

S. S. W. opening, that appeared to divide the

fouth-weftern iliore, and left little doubt of that

paffage communicating with the ocean, as the

current was evidently the ebb tide.

Having advanced feven miles along the main

land in the above dire&ion, they arrived at a

point from which the intermediate land before-

mentioned
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mentioned was clearly perceived to be a high

iiland, about feven miles long ; its north point

lying N. 77 W. at the diftance of three miles

and a half. This formed the fouth-weft point

of a paflage communicating with a very extenfive

found, in which were feveral iflands ; between

thefe the open fea was fuppofed to be feen, as

the horizon appeared unbounded beyond thofe

iilands. From this point alfo, the eaft point of

that paflage bore N. 04 W. If miles diftant*

This proved to be the fouth point of a high ifland,

where the party met with a flood tide, and found

the continental fhore continue in the fame di-

region about a league, when they fuddenly came

into four feet water ; and found themfelves at

the entrance of a branch leading to the north-

eaft, about two miles wide. To gain a greater

depth of water, they hauled over to its northern

fhore, paffing many dead trees that were lodged

on the bank, where no more than three to fix

feet water were found, until within half a mile

of the northern fhore, when the water fuddenly

deepened to feven fathoms. This bank joins on

to the fbuth point of entrance into this branch,

to which 1 gave the name of Point Lambert,

after commiffioner Lambert of the navy ; it is

fituated in latitude 54° longitude 230° 6|<.

From it the fhoal forms a rounding fpit, and ter-

minates on the fouthern fhore, about two miles

within
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within the point. They now proceeded in the

dire&ion of the branch N. 30 E. with found-

ings from ten to feven fathoms, for about feven

miles, when they came abreaft of fome iflands on

the northern fhore, lying before the entrance of

a narrow opening which took a fouth-eaft direc-

tion. Having paired this, they continued in

mid-channel about two miles further, when they

came into two fathoms water. Here Mr. Whid-

bey remained till high water, which was l
h 45/

after the moon pafled the meridian, and then

difpatched Mr. Barrie to the northern fhore,

whilft he founded the fouthern fide, towards the

above iflands, where he found no more than

three fathoms water.

At one of thefe iflands, which, from the quan*

tity of excellent rafpberries it produced, obtained

the name of Raspberry Island, Mr. Barrie

joined the party, and reported, that the flioal

extended within a cable's length of the north

fhore, where it formed a narrow channel with

the main land feven fathoms deep. Under thefe

circumftances Mr. Whidbey determined to ftay

at the ifland until low water, that a better judg*

tnent might be formed of their a&ual fituation,

fince, from the rapidity and regularity of the

tides, he began to fufpe<fl it to be a river.

In the evening Mr. Barrie was fent to the

opening extending to the fouth-eaft, and M&
Vol. IV. H Whidbey
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Whicfbcy went to the above feven fathom chan-

nel ; but found that it was too narrow to be na-

vigated, and that it was interfperfed writh fand

banks and funken rocks- On his return to Rafp-

berry ifland, he was met by Mr. Barrie, who

made a fimilar report of the opening he had been

fent to explore. Mr. Whidbey, however, wifh-

ing to be more fully fatisfied, went himfelf on

the morning of the 10th to the fouth-eaffc open-

ing, and found its entrance obflru&ed with in-

numerable funken rocks, and the tide rufhing

down it- in violent overfalls. He retired to Rafp-

berry ifland for the purpofe of returning to take

a lecond view there at low water ; as the night

tides in this country rife in general much higher,

and fall much lower than thofe that flow in the

day. This proved to be fo much the cafe in this

inftance, that they were enabled to fee, at low"

tide, the whole fpace of the branch above them

from fide to fide intirely dry, up to its very head,

which was about four miles from the ifland they

were then upon, encumbered with funken rocks,

and innumerable large round flones fcattered in

all directions. From its head there appeared in

this point of view three fmall rivulets, that flowed

over this lhallow fpace, very dangerous for boats

on account of the rapidity of the tide, and of the

rocks and ftones that could fcarcely be avoided.

Mr, Whidbey prudently declined wafting any

. more
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more time in its further examination, and taking

the advantage of the ebb tide that commenced

at three in the afternoon, he returned, and di-

rected his courfe towards the entrance into the

extenfive found he had feen on the 9th. Dur-

ing their late refearches in this branch, which

I have called Fort Essington, after Captain

Effington of the navy, the flood tide was ob-

ferved to run up at the rate of four, and the ebb

tide down at the rate of five knots per hour;

the tides regular nearly fix hours each way, and

the wrater perfectly frefli at low tide, though

brackifh at high water. Many fea otters were

feen playing about, and diverting themfelyes

amongft the rocks at all times of tide. The fur-

rounding country wT
as in general moderately ele-

vated, particularly its north-weft fide, where, in

feveral places, low land feemed to ftretch to fome*

diftance; but to the northward and eaftward, the

view was bounded by lofty barren mountains,

wrapped in perpetual froft and fnow.

About five in the evening, they reached the

north point of the ifland forming the fouth fide

of the paffage into the large found, nearly four

leagues from Rafpberry ifland. This paifage,

which is two miles long, and about a mile wide

from ifland to ifland, was moflly occupied by

Ihoals and overfalls, from three feet to three fa-

thoms, contracting it to a very narrow channel

H 2 clofe
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clofe on the fouthern fide, where the depth was

fifteen and fixteen fathoms all the way through

into the found. From hence a view was gained of

the fpacious opening before them, from fix to

feven rfriles wide, whofe width feemed to in-

creafe further to the N. W. interfperfed, in moil:

dire&ions, with final! iflands, rocky iflets, rocks'

and fhoals. One extenfive dry fand-bank, in

particular, was feen lying from this point, N. 55

W. a league diftant. The fouth-weftern fiiore

of the extenfive arm they had pafled through

from Nepean's found, fiiill continued its laft-

mentioned courfe, and formed the fouth-weffe

fide of the fpacious found, that has been men-

tioned already to have been difcovered before,

and named after the Earl of Chatham. From

this point they fleered towards fome ifiands that

lie to the fouth-weft of the above fand-bank*

The foundings were irregular, from ten to three*

and fometimes only two, fathoms water. At

one of thefe ifiands, lying from the point they

had left, N. 65 W. at the diftance of four or five

miles, the party refted for the night.

The next morning (July 1
1
) as Mr. Whid-

bey was taking his bearings, he found the com-
pafs vary 1 3° from his former obfervations. He
altered its fituation, then placed it on a tree, yet

the fame difference appeared ; from whence he.

was led to fufpeft, that fome miftake had been

made
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made on the preceding day ; but, on revifing his

former angles, he was convinced that the devia-

tion had commenced in this, and not at any

former ftation ; proving that the component parts

of this ifland are ftrongly impregnated with a

magnetic quality, a circumftance that had oc-

curred in other inftances during our former in-

veftigation, but more particularly in New Geor-

gia than in thefe northern regions*

From this ifland they fteered over towards the

larboard fide of the found, and foon paffed the

northern extremity of the land, mentioned before

as forming its fouth-wrefi fide ; the extreme point

of which terminates the N. 35 W. direction of

that fhore, and forms a very confpicuous point,

furrounded on all fides with many rocks and iflets.

To this point I gave the name of Point Hunt;
it is fituated in latitude 54° 10|'> longitude 22Q°

48'. From hence the fhores of that land took

an irregular direction S. 50 W. for feven miles,

to a point which I called Point Pearce; the

intermediate fpace is bounded by innumerable

rocks and other impediments, forming at firft a

wide channel, with the land to the north-wefi

of it, but decreafmg at this point to about a mile.

Its neareft oppofite fide bore N. 72 W. ; to the

weftward of this point the channel again ex-

panded, and the larboard fhore fell back confi-

derably, forming a deep bay, in which were fe-

H 3 veral
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vcral fmall openings running to the fouth-eaft-

ward. In a direction W. by S. about three miles

from point Pearce, Mr. Whidbey landed on the

fouth point of a fmall ifland, lying before the

northern fiiore of this channel, where he obferved

the latitude to be 54° 5', longitude 22Q° 34 f*,

and from whence he had a clear and diftiii6t view

of the ocean. The weftern point of the north-

ern fhore lying N. 58 W. and the weftern point

of the fouthern or larboard fhore S. 78 W. This

latter, forming a very confpicuous projecting land,

I named, after Mr. Ibbetfon of the Admiralty,

Cape Ibbetson ; it is fituated in latitude 54° 4',

longitude 2 2Q° 30', having between it and the

wefternmoft land, on the northern fhore, a clufter

of tacky iflets
;

excluftvely of which, the channel

out to fea appeared to be without interruption,

though, about the northern Ihore, there were fe-

veral rocks and iflets.

By this unequivocal view of the ocean, it was

pofitively afcertained, that the land forming the

fouth-weft fide of the extenfive channel they had

purfued, from Nepean's found to point Hunt,

and from thence to cape Ibbetfon, conftituted

either an archipelago of iflands, or one ifland up-

wards of twenty leagues in length ; but as I con-

fidered the former moft likely to be the cafe, I

named it after the Right Hon. William Pitt,

Pitt's Archipelago. Mr. Whidbey much

wifhed
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wifhed to have returned to the Ihips along its

fouthern fide ; but, as a ftrong S. E. wind pre-

vailed, attended with a good deal of fea, againft

which they were not likely to make much pro-

grels in the open ocean, and their flock of provi-

fions being reduced to a very low ftate, Mr.

Whidbey abandoned that projed: in order to re-

turn by the way he came ; but firft went back

into Chatham found for the purpofe of acquiring

fome farther information refpe&ing it.

On repaffing the channel juft mentioned as

being a mile in width, Mr. Whidbey noticed to

the north-eaft of it, on the fhores of Pitt's ar-

chipelago, two fandy bays, that appeared likely

to afford good anchorage ; but having other ob-

jects in view, he did not enter them, but pro-

ceeded up the found, where the afternoon was

employed in fixing the fituation of the feveral

iflands, rocks, &c f which it contained. From

one of the former, lying from point Hunt N. 43

W. at the diftance of eight miles, a diftant view

was again obtained of the ocean, making the

weftern Ihore of the found, from the paffage they

had left leading to fea, an ifland about four leagues

long. To this, after Sir Philip Stephens of the

Admiralty, I gave the name of Stephens's

Island. Its north point lies, from this ifland,

N. 85 W. diftant five miles; and the oppofite

( fide of this channel leading out to fea, N. 45 W.
H 4 From
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From hence they vifited another clufter of iflands,

where the party refted for the night, and which

terminated the northern extent of their excurfion.

Returning on the morning of the 12th, Mr.

Whidbey pafled clofe by point Hunt, and pur-?

fued the channel obferved to ftretch to the north-

weft, on the evening of the 8th
;
where, towards

its fouthern part, feveral funken rocks were found

in mid-channel, and in palling through the cluf?

ter of iflands mentioned at the fame time, they

found them to be furrounded by rocks and fhoai

water. From hence they loft no time in making

the beft of their way to the ftiip, through the

fame channel by which they had advanced.

This channel, about 22 leagues long, com?

municating between Chatham's and Nepean's

founds, I named, after the Right Hon. Lord

Grenville, Grenville's Channjel.

The refult of this expedition left no doubt as

to the meafures that were to be purfued. I

therefore dire&ed that the brewing utenfils and

other matters fhould be immediately removed

from the fhore, and the veffels unmoored ; my
intention being to proceed through the channel

that Mr. Johnftone had found leading towards

the ocean, and from thence to continue to the

north- weftward, through the paflage formed by

Banks's ifland to the louth-weft, and Pitt's ar-

chipelago to the north-eaft. This channel had

already
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already been navigated by Sen 1 Caamano, who

had named it Canal del Principe, and in whole

chart It is reprefented as fair and navigable.

Whilft cur bufinefs with the fliore was going

forward, three canoes, in which were iome of

the natives, made their appearance ; thefe, with

one canoe feen fome days beiore at a diftance, in

which were fome people, were the only inhabi-

tants we had noticed during our refidence in Ne-

pean's found. One only of thefe canoes ventured

near us this morning ; it contained four or five

perfons, who made their approach with the ut-

moft diffidence and caution. They difpoied of

a few indifferent fea otter fkins, and feemed, in

a trifling degree, to differ in their perfons from

the people we had been accuftomed to fee ;
they

were pot taller, but they were ftouter, their faces

more round and flat, their hair coarfe, ftraight,

black, and cut fhort to their head; in this re-

ipedl they differed from any of the tribes of North

Weft America with whom we had met, who,

though in various fafhions, univerfally wore their

hair long, which was in general of a foft nature,

and chiefly of a light or dark brown colour, fel-

4om approaching to black.

The wrind being light and variable, kept us

ftationary until near noon, when, feeming to be

fettled in the north-eaft quarter, we quitted our

anchorage. Although the Ihores here formed

no
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no very great indent, I diftinguifhed it by the

name of Fisherman's Cove, from our fuccefs

in procuring fifli, which in thefe regions were a

very fcarce commodity. In this cove are two

confiderable runs of frefh water, and wood may

be eafily procured in abundance. The foundings

are from 15 to 40 fathoms good holding ground,

where a few veflels may ride with great fafety and

convenience.

Whilft we remained in Filherman's cove, I

procured obfervations fufEcient to afcertain its

fituation, by which its latitude wras found to be

53° 1 8

1

/

> its longitude deduced from fix fets of

the fun's altitude and the chronometers, 230° 53';

the variation, by three different compaffes taken

on fhore, fhcwing from 20° 2Q' to 22° 18 7
, gave

the mean refult of21° ] 7'eaffcwardly. Fifherman's

cove being fituated at the extremity of an ifland,

in the midft of this very broken region, it was im-

polTible to afcertain with the leaft regularity any

thing refpe6Ving the tides, as they wrere fo much

influenced by the winds and other latent caufes.

It was feven in the evening before we had

paffed through the northern entrance into Ne-

pean's found, when the wind, which blew in

very light airs, being favorable, our courfe was

directed flowly up the Canal del Principe.

The next morning, Monday the 15th, a light

breeze fpringing up, we flood to windward, and

at
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at noon Banks's ifland extended from S. 51 E. to

N. 70 W., the latter being in a line with a part

of the fhores of Pitt's archipelago ; fo that, as

yet, we had not the paffagc to fea open. At

this time we were a-brcaft of a fmall opening

about N. E. by N., at the diftance of a mile,

apparently the fame that had been named by Mr.

Duncan, Port Stephens ; its entrance was ob-

ftru6ted by many rocky iflets and rocks, and it

prefented no very tempting appearance as a port.

The eaflernmoft land in fight, on the northern

fide of the channel, bore by compafs S. 58 E., and

the neareft fhore of Banks's ifland S. W. by W.,

about a mile diitant ; here the obferved latitude

was 5 3° 26-I', longitude 230° \Q'.

In the afternoon, we palled the Port de Ca-

naveral ; it feemed to be extenfive, and to have

an entrance, free from obftruction, about a league

and a half wide. Its outer points lie N. 35 W.
and S. 35 E. from each other; off the latter lies

a fmall round ifland, in latitude 5 3° 2<j', longi-

tude 230° 16'. As we made a tolerable progrefs

in plying, we continued under fail until nine in

the evening ; when we anchored in 34 fathoms,

within the length of three cables from the fhores

of Pitt's archipelago, which confifted here of a

number of fmall iflands and rocks, lying in front

of land more 'compact, extending weftward from

the north point of Port del Canaveral, and bear-

ing
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ing by compafs from N. 73 W. to E. by S. ; each

extreme being about two miles diftant. Here

we had a view of the ocean between a projecting

point on the fhores of Pitt's archipelago, and the

N. W. point of Banks's ifland ; the former bear-

ing by compafs N, 80 W., the latter N. 86 W.,

and the neareft oppofite fhore on Banks's ifland

S. by W., about two miles diftant.

The wind prevented our failing until Q o'clock

in the morning of Tuefday the l6th, when a

patch of rocks was difcovered that had not more

than three fathoms water over them, about half

a cable's length from the fhip's anchorage, bear-

ing by compafs W. N. W. By eight in the

evening we had reached nearly the weftern ex-

tent of this channel, and finding foundings near

the eaftcrn fhore in 35 fathoms water, we an-

chored for the night. In this fituation, the N. E.

point of the Canal del Principe bore by com-

pafs N. 60 W., about a league diftant ; its N. W.
point S. 72 W. ; this latter is the north point of

Banks's ifland, and is fituated in latitude 5 3° SQf,

longitude 22y° 4?'* The neareft fhore E. N. E.

about three cables' length diftant,

This channel, from the north point of entrance

into Nepean's found, to the north point of Banks's

ifland, extends firft in a dire&ion N. 43 W., to

the fouth point of Puerto del Canaveral, and

from thence to its N. W. point N. 63 W., in

all
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all about fourteen leagues. The fouthern Ihore

is nearly ftraight and compact, without found-

ings, the northern fhore is much broken, bounded

by many rocks and iflets, and affording found-

ings in feveral places. On the fouth-weft fide

the acclivity is the greateft, but both fides of the

channel may be confidered as elevated land, and

are intirely covered with pine trees, which feemed

to be produced principally from a foil of decayed

vegetables in the chafms of the rocks. The

fhores abounded writh a great number of very fliy

lea otters.

Light variable winds, attended by dark gloomy

weather, detained us at anchor until four on

the morning of Thurfday the 18th, when we
weighed, in company with the Chatham. We
had a moderate breeze from the weftward, with

cloudy weather, that foon turned to drizzling

rain, approaching nearly to a fog ; we continued,

however, to turn towards the ocean, and by

eight in the evening, gained a good offing be-

tween Queen Charlotte's iflands and the north-

weft part of Pitt's archipelago, where we found

a good fpace to work in, the wind blowing N*

N. W. exactly in the dire<£Hon we wanted to

fteer. Our foundings, during the night, were

between 30 and 40 fathoms muddy bottom ; but

in the morning of Friday the lgth, we paffed over

a bank of fand and fhells, on which there was

only
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only from twenty-three to twenty-five fathoms 5

but the depth fuddenly increafed on each fide to

thirty fathoms water, muddy bottom.

The wind was now at N..N. W.* blowing a

frefh gale, with hazy weather, the land of Queen

Charlotte's iflands was in fight, but the haze pre-

vented our diftinguifhing any of its confpicuous

points. At noon, the north-weft point of Banks's

ifland bore by compafs S. 83 E., the ifland of Bo~

nilla S. 55 E., and the northernmoft land in fight,

N. 55 E. The latitude obferved was 5 3° 46^,

longitude 22Q° 20'.

From this ftation we ran five miles W. S. W.
in twrenty-one fathoms water, fandy and fhelly

bottom ; this I confidered to be a continuation

of the bank we had crofled in the morning. The

wind Hill remaining unfavorable, wre continued

to ply all night with foundings from tw7enty-five

to fifty-three fathoms; the bottom at the latter

depth black fand and mud, at the former light

brown fand and fhells.

The next morning, Saturday the 20th, wTe had

again an indiftindl view of Queen Charlotte's

illands ; but the wind veering to the S. E., ac-

companied by thick mifty weather, they were

foon again obfcured.

: About noon, the w7ind frefhened with all the

appearance of an approaching gale, and rendered

our fituation by no means fo pleafant as could

have
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have been wifhed. By the tranfient view we had

had of the fhores to the north of us, they ap-

peared broken, and bounded with many rocky

iflets and rocks. We had now paffed the north

point of Stephens's ifland, which bore by com-*

pafs S. 84 E., at the diftance of two leagues, and

were a-breaft of the opening through which,

from Chatham's found, Mr. Whidbey had feen

the ocean ; but at too great a diftance to difcern

the innumerable rocky iflets and rocks that nearly

occupied the whole paiTage leading out. Thefe

dangers, the gloominefs of the weather, and the

impending gale from the S. E., combined to give

this unexplored channel an appearance fo forlorn,

as fcarcely to admit the idea of its being navi-

gable. I was ftili very unwilling to abandon the

profpedt we now had, of fpeedily arriving at the

ftation to which our boats had already traced the

boundaries of the continental fhore ; and for this

reafon I dire&ed our courfe towards the intricate

inhofpitable labyrinth, lying between us and the

point I was fo anxious to gain ; in the hope, that

amongft the numerous iflets and rocks, fome

place of lecure anchorage might be found, until

the weather fhould become more favorable to our

views, i As we advanced our profpe6is became

iefs flattering. The lucid intervals of the mift

only exhibited our fituation to be more intricate

and dangerous, by difcovering rocks and breakers

that
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that had not been feen before. In this painful

fituation of care and apprehenfion, I experienced

no fmall degree of relief, by unexpectedly difco-

vering a whale-boat rowing towards the fhip

;

we inftantly brought to, and on the officer com-

ing on board, I learned that he belonged to the

Butterworth of London, theti at anchor in a very

commodious place, on the eafleiri fide of the

rocky group before us, whither he very civilly

offered to condud: us. We made fail immedi-

ately for the channel we had before been fleer-

ing for, which w7as the fame as that by which

the Butterworth had entered the found, between

the northernmoft of the above group of iflets>

breakers, and rocks, and a ledge of funken rocks

to the north, on which the fea broke only at in^

tervals. We reached our promifed ftation about

fix in the evening, and anchored in company

with the Chatham, in thirty-fix fathoms water*

The Butterworth,. Prince Lee Boo, and Jackall

fchooner, belonging to the fame concern, we
found riding here, under the orders of Mr. Brown,

commander of the Butterworth, who falutcd us

with feven guns, which compliment was returned

by five.

Soon after we had anchored, Mr. Brown vi-

fited the Difcovery, and I believe I may venture

to affert, that the fatisfadlion arifing from meet-

ing with our fellow^ countrymen in luch diflant

regions
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regions of the globe, was very mutual on this

occaiion. Mr. Brown informed me, that he had

fpent fome time in this immediate neighbour-

hood, and on coming out of a harbour that lies

to the N. N.W.of this ftation, about three leagues

diltant, his fliip had ftruck upon a rock that

feemed to be a fmall pinnacle fituated by itfelf,

as no foundings were gained near it ; the fhip re-

mained but a fhort time upon the rock before the

riling of the fea difengaged her, though not

without knocking off her rudder. This how-

ever was fortunately recovered, and its damages

were nearly repaired.

Whilft the Butterworth had remained ftati-

onary, Mr.Brown had been employed in his fmall

veffels in various directions, and to fome extent,

about this coaft, particularly to the north-weft-

ward, in procuring of furs. He very obligingly

communicated to me every information he had

been able to obtain. The principal circumftance

was that of his having failed up a large opening,

whofe fouthern entrance was in latitude 54° 45'.

This is probably the fame as that laid down in

Senf Caamano's chart, named EJlrecho de Alml-

rante Fuentes. Mr. Brown found it extend to

the north-weffcward, with feveral arms branch-

ing from it in various directions to the latitude of

50° 20 /
; where, in a fouth-wefterly direction, it

again communicated with the North Pacific. He
Vol. IV. I had
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had underftood, from the natives, that there was

in this neighbourhood a very extenfive inland na-

vigation, communicating with a fea to the north-

ward, that employed the inhabitants nearly three

months in reaching its extent, where they traded

for whale oil, fea otter fkins, and other marine

productions. This inland navigation Mr. Brown

fuppofed to be in an extenfive arm, lying from

hence towards the N. N. E. about nine leagues

diftant ; the entrance of which he had vifited,

and found it fpacious and large, but had not pe-

netrated any diftance into it. At its fouth-eaft

point of entrance a fmall branch extended to the

fouth-eaftward, up which he proceeded with his

floop and fchooner about fix miles, where they

anchored before a village of the natives, whole

improper conduct made it neceiTary to fire upon

them from the vefleis, which was attended with

fome ilaughter.

As thefe openings were near the oontinent,fome

leagues to the northward of Mr. Whidbey's late

excurfion, they would, it was probable, fall under

our future infpe&ion ; this made me particular

in my inquiries refpe&ing thofe fhores, about

which Mr. Brown ftated that there were many
lurking rocks ; and as it was probable that there

were others that had efcaped his notice, he oblig-

ingly offered me one of his fmall veffels to pre-

cede us, and found the channel, and begged I

would
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would retain her as long as I fhould find it expe-

dient ; which very kind offer I readily accepted.

The weather became more temperate the fol-

lowing morning, Sunday the 21 ft, yet the land

was fo obfcured by the haze, that it was late in

the forenoon before we could get any tolerable

view of the furrounding fhores
;
when, the north

part of Stephens's ifland bore by compafs S. 20 E.

to S. 9 E., diftant half a league ; the north ex-

treme of the rocky group N. 58 W., diftant three

miles, part of the ledge of rocks forming the

north fide of the paffage by which we had entered

the found, N. 31 W. to N. 20 W., diftant four

miles and an half. This paflage, after the com-

mander of the Butterworth, I named Brown's

Passage. The wefternmoft part of the land,

forming the north fide of Brown's paffage, bore

N. 52 W. eight miles ; the eafternmoft point of

the fame land being an ifland, N. Q E. [even

miles ; and an intermediate point of the fame

Ihore N. 3 7 W., diftant fix miles; between this

land and the above ledge of rocks afe other rocks,

and two iflets ; the northernmoft part of the eaft

fide of the found in fight N. 1 3 E. ; a group of

iflands from N. 35 E. to N. 40 E. ; a faddle

ifland from M. /4 E. to N. 77 E. ; another group

from N. 80. E. to N. 84 E. ; point Hunt, S. 75

E. ; diftant fourteen miles ; and the ftation to

which Mr. Whidbey had traced the continental

I 2 boundary.
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boundary, being a fmall projecting point with an

ifland to the fouth of it, N. 28 E. eleven miles

diftant.

Having thus gained a very competent view of

the furrounding region in all directions, Mr.

Whidbey was difpatched in the large cutter, to

recommence his examination of the continental

fhore towards the above N. N. E.opening. In this

purfuit I purpofed to follow him w ith the vefiels.

About eleven, in company with the Chatham,

and the floop Prince Lee Boo founding a- head,

we again departed ; on this occafion the Butter-

worth faluted us on our arrival, which was re-

turned in the fame manner.

The anchorage we had quitted, fituated in la-

titude 54° 18', longitude 22Q° 28', is on the eaft-

ern fide of a range of innumerable rocky iflets and

rocks, extending from the north fide of Stephens's

ifland N. 30 W., about a league and a half, and

occupying a fpace of about two miles in width.

To the weftward of this group, at the diftance of

two or three miles, lies alow detached rock with

fome breakers near it ; there are other lurking

rocks, lying about the fame diftance from the

weft fide of Stephens's ifland.

As the day advanced the weather became ferene

and pleafant; and as the w7ind was favorable, we
made a very good progrefs along the eaftern

fhores of the found. Tbefe were low, and fome-

what
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what Indented with fmall bays, but were bounded

by a reef of rocks at the diftance of a quarter of

a mile from the fliore. The more interior coun-

try was compofed of a lofty range of mountains

covered with perpetual fnow. Thefe, as w^ell as

the iflands of the found, produced a great number

of pine trees, though apparently of no great fize.

In the evening we palled two clufters of low

rocks, with fome breakers about them to the weft

of us, as alfo the north point of the ifland forming

the weft fide of Chatham's found to the north-

ward of Brown's paflage. This ifland, in a di-

rection N. 20 W., is fifteen miles long, and five

miles broad from eaft to weft. To this ifland I

gave the name of Dxjndas's Island, after the

Ilight Honorable Henry Dundas.

To the north of this ifland we had a diftind:

view of the ocean to the weftward, through a

fpacious channel that appeared free from inter-

ruption ; and by fun-fet we entered the arm, up

which we expe&ed to find this extenfive inland

navigation. To its fouth-eaft point of entrance

I gave the name of Point Maskelyne, after

the aftronomer royal ; it is fituated in latitude

24° 42f, and longitude 22g° 45 7
, and off it lie

two rocky iflets, and to the fouth of it a fmall

ifland clofe to the fhore.

The apparent extent of this inlet did not an-

fwer my expectations, from the defcription that

I 3 had
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had been given of it. Its entrance is not more

than two miles and a half acrofs, and this, at the

diftance of a few miles, feemed to be materially

contra&ed. If this be the fame branch defcribed

by the natives, which is much to be queftioned,

efpecially as fome of Mr. Brown's gentlemen

confidered the opening meant by thofe people to

be further to the weftward, it is called by them

Ewen Na/s. The word Ewen we underftood to

fignify great, or powerful
; as, Ewen Smoke/, a

great chief ; but the word Nafs was completely

unknown to Mr, Brown, and all of his party.

The divided country we had now examined,

from the forty-feventh degree of north latitude

to this ftation, and the information derived from

Mr. Brown, rendered it highly probable that the

continental fhore ftill continued to have extenfive

iflands lying betwreeo it and the ocean, to a very

confiderable diftance further north.

The length of time which, as Mr. Brow7n un-

derftood, occupied thefe people in making fo dis-

tant a journey, may be accounted for by their

tardy mode of travelling through each others do-

minions, or in paffmg through the various wind-

ings and crooked fhallow channels, many of

which, though fufficient for their canoes, were

very probably unfit for the navigation of fhipping*

I have ever found it extremely hard, almoft im-

poffible, indeed, to make the inhabitants of thefe

remote
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remote parts, and even the Sandwich iflanders,

with whofe language we are much better ac-

quainted, comprehend the kind of paffage that is

required for fhips to pafs through, or the kind of

port or opening in the land that is capable of af-

fording them fafe and convenient fhelter. In ad-

dition to which difficulty felfilh or finifter views

too frequently regulate them, in the information

they communicate. Be this as it may, it was

our bufmefs now to determine the queftion, and

embracing the favorable opportunity of a fair

wind, we fteered up the inlet, and were joined

by Mr. Whidbey in the cutter, who had traced

the continental fhore to point Mafkelyne ; where,

on its becoming broken, he had defifted from any

further examination until a future opportunity.

From point Mafkelyne, the two clufters of low

rocks and breakers before noticed, lie, the north-

ernmoft S. 28 W. eight miles, and the fouthern-

moft S. 33 W. diftant ten miles and a half ;

thefe, in the day time, and in clear weather, are

eafily avoided, as there are always fome of them

above the furface of the water; but in dark

nights, or foggy weather, they muft render the

navigation of the found very dangerous* After

paffmg between the northern duller of thefe

rocks, and the continental fhore, with which

they form a channel about a mile in width, wre

had about that diftance from the main land,

I 4 foundings
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foundings at the depth of 45, 55, 30, 19, 12, and

8 fathoms, foft bottom ; the latter about half a

mile from point Mafkelyne. No bottom was

however gained, after paffing that point with 6o

and 70 fathoms of line, until ten at night, when

the Prince lee Boo having reached the contra&ed

part of the inlet, made the fignal for having found-

ings and anchorage. We arrived at this ftation

about eleven, and anchored in 35 fathoms water,

foft bottom, after paffing tw^o openings on the

eaftern fliore, befides that immediately round

point Mafkelyne, where Mr. Brown had had his

difpute with the natives.

We found our ftation the next morning, Mon-

day the 22d, to be off the north-weft part of an

ifland lying near the eaftern Ihore, and further up

the inlet than thofe in the iloop had yet been

;

no information from them could therefore be any

longer of ufe, though a continuation of their fer-

vices wrould have been very acceptable. This

made me regret, that we had not one or two vef-

fels of thirty or forty tons burthen, calculated as

wTell for rowing as for failing, to affift us in this

intricate invefligation, by which means much
difpatch would have been given to our furvey,

and our labours would have been carried on with

much lefs danger and hardfhip than we had con-

ftantly endured.

I intended to proceed up this inlet, until I

fhould
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fhould fee fufficient employment for two boat

parties, which 1 was convinced the furrounding

region would foon afford ; and alfo to feek a con-

venient fituation where the veflels might remain;

and whiill: this fcrvice was executing, to embrace

the opportunity for making fuch aftronornical

obfervations as might be procured, and which

were become neceffary for correcting our furvcy f

and afcertaining with precifion the fituation of

the fcveral parts of the broken region, through

which we had paffed in the veflels and in the

boats from Reftoration cove to this inlet. Pur-

fuant to this determination we weighed about

{even in the morning, and the Prince le Boo re-

turned to the Butterworth.

At our anchorage, lying from point Mafkelyne

N. 24 E., diftant fix miles, the w idth of the inlet

was fcarcely half a league. On the weftem fhore

a fmall opening appeared to branch off in different

directions. North of the ifland the breadth of

the inlet increafed again to about two or three

miles, trending N. 3Q E. In purfuing this line:

about four miles, we paffed the fouth point of an

opening on the eaftern fhore two miles wide, ap-

pearing to divide itfelf into feveral arms ; but the

weftem fhore feemed to be compact, from the

opening oppofite the anchorage, until we arrived

abreaft of an opening, about tw7o miles wide at

its entrance, on the weftem fhore, feemingly di-

vided
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vided into two or three branches, taking a direc-

tion about N. 18 W. The obferved latitude at

this time was 54° 58', longitude 230° 3'. The

branch of the inlet we were now navigating wras

not of greater width, nor did it appear likely to

become more extenfive, than that to the weft-

ward of us juft difcovered. This made it uncer-

tain which to confider as the main branch. Four

other openings had been pafled on the eaftern

fhore, whofe extent had not yet been afcertain-

ed ; and although I was much inclined to follow

the north-wefterly branch, yet I was apprehen-

sive, that by fo doing we might be led too far

from the continent, and by that means caufe ad-

ditional labour and lofs of time. Our route was,

for this feafon, continued to the N. N. E., and

another diviilon of the inlet ftretching to the eaft-

>vard was foon difcovered.

In the event of a convenient fituation being

found in this branch, I intended to ftop the vef-

fels there, and made the Chatham's fignal, who
had preceded us during the forenoon, to fleer for

the eaftern opening, and ihortencd fail for the

purpofe of fending a boat before us to found.

Whilft wc lay to wait the boat's return, a few of

the natives vifited the fhip in five or fix canoes

;

they brought little to difpofe of, yet appeared to

be anxious that we fhould remain in their neigh-

bourhood Several inquiries were made for Ewen

Na/s,
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Nafs, but thefe people teemed to be totally igno-

rant of the phrate, until it had bee^i repeated te-

veral times, and we had pointed in various direc-

tions ; upon which, fome of them repeated the

words, and imitated our motions, giving fome

amongi! us reafon to imagine, that they meant

that Ewen Nafs was up this identical branch of

the inlet; though in all other refpe&s we re-

mained totally ignorant of their language.

The appearance and direction of this opening,

however, by no means favored the opinion, that

it was an extcnflve channel communicating with

the ocean to the north. The water that flowed

from it remained, without mixing, on the furface

of the water of the inlet. The upper water was

nearly frefli, of a lighiifh colour, interfperfed with

thick muddy fheets, indicating it to have flowed

from a fro all river whofe fource was not very re-

mote.

At three o'clock the cutter returned, with a

very unfavorable account of the place fo far as

their examination had gone
; efpecially on the

northern fide of the opening, from whence a

fhallow flat extended fome diftancc, on which

there was not more than from one to three fa-

thoms water. The latter depth fuddenly in-

created to 30, and, at the diftance of a cable's

length from the edge of the bank, to 50 and 60

fathoms. This fhallow flat made the commu-
nication



124 A TOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [JULY,

nication with the {hove very unpleafant, and ap-

peared to be continued all round. To thofe in

the cutter the opening feemed to be nothing more

than a deep bay with very {hallow water, except-

ing in its north- eaft part, where a branch from

which the muddy water flowed, feemed to extend

into the country. Acrofs this branch they had

alfo founded, and found fhallow water. As it did

not, from this report, feem likely to anfwer our

purpofe, we proceeded round its north point of

entrance, and again made fail up the inlet, which,

beyond this bay, was in general about halfa league

wide. The fhores on both fides were nearly

ftraight and compact ; in this purfuit our progrefs

was greatly retarded by a counter tide, or under

tow, and notwithftanding that we had a frefh

gale from the fouth-eaft, the ftrength of this re-

pelling current was fuch, that the wind had no

influence whatever, though in other fituations the

veffel with fuch a gale would have gone five or

fix knots per hour. On this occafion the fhip

became totally unmanageable : the wind was

fometimes a-hcad, at others a fcern, a-broadfide,

and in every other dircdion ; and we were drift-

ing from fide to fide in the moll unpleafant fitua-

tion imaginaWc for two hours and a half, when
the force of the wind prevailing, we advanced

llowly up the inlet until about eleven at night.

The diftancc of its fhores had nowT again increafed,

and
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and the country became lefs elevated. A fmall

cove was difcovered on the eaftern fhore, where

we anchored in 30 fathoms water.

This place, however, not appearing likely to

fitit our purpofe, Mr. Whidbey was difpatched

early the next morning in queft of a more con-

venient fituation, which the adjacent fliores pro-

mifed to afford, particularly in the northern quar-

ter, where the land was moderately elevated, and

feemed to be much broken. The interior coun-

try wras, however, ftill compofed of lofty, barren,

and fnowy mountains.

In the forenoon Mr. Whidbey returned, hav-

ing examined two or three coves, of which the

molt eligible appeared to be one that we had

pafled in the dark the preceding evening on the

weflcrn ftiore, not more than a mile from our

actual ftation. This afforded good anchorage,

with every other convenience that we required.

Having a moderate breeze from the fouthward,

we loft no time in proceeding thither, where we
anchored in 31 and 35 fathoms water, muddy and

fmall-ftony bottom. The points of the cove

bore by compafs N. N. E. and S. by E., the

neareft fhore W. by S., about a cable and a half

diftant, and the oppofite Hiore of the inlet E. N.

E., one mile diftant.

Oa going on Aiore, we found a fmall canoe

with
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with three of the natives, who were employed in

taking falmon, which were in great abundance,

up a very fine run of frefh water that flowed into

the cove. Some of thefe fifh were purchafed

with looking glaffes and other trinkets. They

were fmall, infipid, of a very inferior kind, and

partaking in no degree of the flavor of European

falmon.

In the afternoon, the tents, obfervatory, chro-

nometers, and inllruments, were fent on fhore,

under the directions of Mr. Whidbey ; and Mr.

Johnftone in the Chatham's cutter, accompanied

by Mr. Barrie in the Difcovery's fmall cutter, and

fupplied wTith ten days provifions, departed for

the purpofe of recommencing the furvey of the

continental fhore, northward' from point Mafke-

lyne.

The account I had received of this famous

inlet from Mr. Brown, inducing me to undertake

the principal examination of it myfelf, the Dif-

covery's yawl and launch were equipped with

fupplies for a fortnight, being as much as they

could poffibly llow ; Lieutenant Swaine was di-

rected to attend me in the latter, and Mr. Puget,

with Mr. Menzies, accompanied me in the yawl.

The appearance of the country, on the weftern

fide of this inlet, left me little doubt of its being

the continent ; and we departed in full expecta-

tion,
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tion, that, during this 'excurfion, wefliould finally

determine the reality of the difcoveries attributed

to the labours of Admiral de Fonte.

With Mr. Whidbey I left the charge of the

obfervatory, with orders to make all neceffary

obfervations for correcting the errors, and afcer-

taining the rate of the chronometers ; and the

more completely to effect the former, I defired

that Mr. Baker, and fome others of the gentle-

men, would affift in making as many obfervations

as the circumftanCes would admit of, for deter-

mining the true portion of the fcation we had

i taien.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER V.

An extenjive Boat Exciujton—Party attacked by

the Natives—Agronomical and NaiiticaLObfer-

vailons.

ATTERS being all adjufted and arranged,

we departed at five o'clock on Wednefday

morning the 24th, in thick, rainy, unfavorable

weather, which continued until the forenoon,

when it became fair and pleafant. Our courfe

was firft dire&ed along the eaftern fhore, which,

from our anchorage on the night of the 22d,

took a direction N. 14 E. for fix miles. We
paffed an ifland to the weft of us, two miles long

and half a mile broad, lying nearly in the fame

direction, about three fourths of a mile from the

eaftern fhore ; and having reached this extent,

we entered a narrow arm, leaving to the weft a

coaft apparently much broken, and divided by

water.

As we rapidly advanced up this arm, with a

foutherlv wind, and a flood tide in our favor, its

width incrcafed to about a mile, and taking a

winding courfe to the E. N. E. it was termi-

nated by a low border of land, in latitude 55° 26',

longitude 230° 36'.

We
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We flopped to dine about a mile fhort of the

low border of land, which compofed the head of

the arm. Here we wrere vifited by feven of the

natives, who approached us in a canoe with

much caution, and landed fome of their party

at a little diftance, whilft the others advanced,

feemingly with no fmall fufpicion of our friendly

intentions; this, however, was foon removed by

the diftribution of fome trivial prefents amongft

them ; and their reception being made known to

their companions who had landed, thefe without

the leafl: hefitation joined our party alfo. They

were well prepared with arms, confifting of long

fpears, bows and arrows, together with an iron

dagger, that each man wore about his neck o*

wrift. The chief of this party was foon pointed

out, who, by means of figns eafily underftood,

delired to partake of our repaft. He was given

fome bread and dried fifli, and afterwards a glafs

of brandy, all which were much relifhed by him-

felf, and two or three of his friends. Thefe

people differed very little from the generality of

the circumjacent natives, and rather feemed to

be an exception to the trivial differences pointed

out in thofe few inhabitants who vifited us in

Fiflimonger's cove. Their language appeared to

be fimilar in fome refpedts to that fpoken at

Queen Charlotte's iflands, at leaft a few com-

mon-place expreffions of that language were un-

Vol. IV. K derftood
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derftood by thcfe people. They made ufe of

thefe, with many figns, to foiicit us to vifit their

habitations, pointing out their fituation to be on

the low land, at the head of the arm ; but as it

was out of our route, we declined their invita-

tions, and, with a favorable ebb tide, returned

towards the entrance of the arm, being accom-

panied by thefe our new acquaintances, who

wrere foon joined by another party from the vil-

lage in a fmaller canoe. On finding, however,

that we did not return for the purpofe of trading,

they all retired to the village.

About eight in the evening we reached the

entrance of this arm, where we took up our

^bode for the night. The land of the fhores

which we had thus traced, was, comparatively

fpeaking, low, yet the interior country rofe fud-

denly, and terminated our view~ by a range of

high barren mountains, moftly covered with

fnow. The foil of the lower parts near the fhores.,

is chiefly compofed of a light raoffy fubftancc,

formed by the decay of trees and other vegetable

productions, lying on an uneven rocky fubftance,

which is the general foundation of this country

,

and of all the coaft we had yet feen this feafon.

At four o'clock the next morning, Thurfday

the 25th, we proceeded again, with thick cloudy

weather, attended with feme flying fhowers of

rain. Our courfe was dire&ed up the branch

that
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that appeared to be the main arm of the inlet*

through a narrow paffage, occafioned by an iiland

lying in mid-channel, about a league long, and

three quarters of a mile broad, and having near

it fome rocks and breakers, like that we pafled

the preceding day. From the weft point of the

arm we had quitted, that which we were now

purfuing extended N. 20 W. nearly flraight,

about ten miles ;
where, as ufual, it was termi-

nated by low fwampy ground ; and in latitude

55° 32', longitude 230° 16'. Our expe&ations

of difcovering the extenfive inland navigation,

diflinguifhed by the name of Ewen-Najs, were

here a little difappointed ;
ftill, however, we en-

tertained hopes of fucceeding, by the appearance

of the low land on the weftern fhore ; and we
ireturned in the afternoon to profecute its exami-

nation. It was found to be a compact Ihore,

much indented with fmall bays and coves, and

abounding in fome places with funken rocks. In

the fouth-wefternmoft of thefe coves, wdiich is

the deepeft, we halted for the night ; and al-

though a fituation for our tents was fixed upon

amongft the pine-trees, at leaft twenty feet above

the furface of the water at our landing, and as

we thought fufficiently without the reach of the

tide., yet, about two in the morning of Friday

the 26th, it flowed into the tents, and we were

obliged to retire to our boats. At day-light we

K 2 purfued
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purfued the weftern Ihore of the inlet, towards

the {hips, where we arrived about noon.

I now entertained no doubt of this being the

continental fhofe ; and it was equally evident to

me, that it extended itfelf far up that branch

which we had palled in the afternoon of the 22d,

leading to the N. N. W. Having therefore de-

termined to profecute my refearches in that quar-

ter, our ftock of provilions was recruited ;
and,

after dining on board, we recommenced our ex-

amination along the weftern fliore of the inlet,

and refted for the night in a fmall cove, about

twelve miles to the fouthward of the fhips. The
afternoon and night were very rainy and unplea-

sant, but early the next morning, Saturday the

27th, we fet out, with fair weather, and having

a rapid tide in our favor, foon reached the eaft

point of entrance into the N. N. W. branch

;

which, after Mr. Ramfden, the optician, I called

Point Ramsden, lying in latitude 54° 59', lon-

gitude 230° 2\\ Off this point are fome dan-

gerous rocks, that are vilible only at low tide ;

from hence we dire&ed our courfe N. W. three

miles to a low point on the larboard lhore, w here

we found this arm to communicate w ith another,

leading in a S. W. and N. N. E. direction, and

being in general about half a league in width.

After breakfaft, we purfued the latter direction,

and fleered for the eaftern or continental fhore.

This
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This extends firft from point Ramfden N. 21 W.
fix miles, and takes a N. N. E. courfe.

As we advanced, we were joined by a party of

fifteen natives in two canoes. A fmoke had be-

fore been obferved amongft the trees on the eaft-

ern fliore, but we then faw no appearance .of any

habitations. Thefe people approached us with-

out much hefitation, and in their countenances

was exprefTed a degree of favage ferocity infinitely

furpaffing any thing of the fort I had before ob-

ferved in the various tribes that had fallen under

my notice. Many of thofe we had before feen

had their faces painted in various modes ; but

thefe had contrived fo to difpofc of the red,

white, and black, as to render the natural ugli-

nefs of their countenances more horribly hideous*

This frightful appearance did not feem to be a

new fafhion among them, but to have been long

adopted by their naturally ferocious difpofitions,

and w7as correfpondent to the ftern and favage

deportment they took fo much pains to exhibit.

I offered them fuch prefents as we had been ac-

cuftomed to make on fimilar occaflons, but they

were rejected by fome with difdain, whilft the

few who deigned to accept any thing, received

our gifts with a flern and cool indifference;.

Amongft the party was a woman who w7as ad-

ditionally disfigured by one of thofe extraordinary

lip ornaments ; this did not a little augment her

K 3 froward
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froward, fhrewifti afpe£t. I offered her a look-

ing glafs, with fome trinkets, but, at the inftance

of the mod favage fellow of the party, fhe con-

temptuoufly rejected them. This Indian then

arranged his fpears, about fix or eight in number,

and placed them with their points juft over the

bow of the canoe, near where he fat ; he alfo

laid near him his bow with fome arrows ; then

put on his war garment, and drew his dagger*

Some in the other canoe made fimilar prepara-

tions, either to menace an attack, or, what feern-

ed to us more likely, to convince us they were

upon their guard againft any violence we might

be inclined to offer them.

At this time we were confiderably a-head ofthe

other boat ; and as it was necefiary that we fhould

fhortly land on the point from whence the con-

tinent takes its N. N. E. direction, for the pur-

pofe of taking angles, we waited for the launch

to come up ; and during this interval, we ufed

our endeavours to gain the confidence, and, if

poffible, to conciliate the good opinion of our vi-

fitors. But all wras to no effect
; they refufed to

accept any more prefents, whilft thofe who had

condefcended to receive any, made figns that we
fliould go to their place of abode, which we had

by this time paffed ; and frequently made ufe of

the words " Winnee waiter" fignifying to ftop

and trade, producing at the fame time fome very

indifferent
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indifferent fea otter {kins, Recolle&ing the avi-

dity w ith which all the inhabitants of thefe parts

enter into commercial intercourfe, I thought

their uncourteous behaviour might have arifen

from our backwardnefs in following the fame

purfuit ; and hoped, by offering to trade with

them, we fhould be able to obtain their friend-

fhip. But neither cloth, iron, copper, nor any

thing we had, was in their opinions fufficient in

quantity, or equal in quality, to the value of

their fkins ; which were, without exception, the

wortt 1 had yet feen on the coafL On the launch

coming up, we pulled towards the fhore
;
they

now feeiiied better pleafed, and on landing they

offered their {kins again for fale, but it was not

within our reach to purchafe them. Whilft we

remained together on fhore, their behaviour was

more civil, and we feemed to part on much bet-

ter terms than we had met. They remained at

the point, and we proceeded up the arm. Their

abfence, however, was not of long duration, as

they fhortly followed us, waving their Ikins, and

expofmg them for fale ; and it wTas not a little

extraordinary, that they fhould now exchange

1 their fkins, and other articles of traffic, for the

very identical commodities which they had be-

fore reje6led with fo much contempt.

It was not eafy to account for the fmgular ap-

pearance and rude behaviour of this tribe, fo very

K 4 different
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different from what we had hitherto experienced;

fome amongft us fuggefted, that thefe people

might probably belong to that party on whom
Mr. Brown had recently been obliged to fire in

this neighbourhood, and at no great diftance

from our a&ual ftation ; but it appeared to me
far more likely, that their refentment had been

excited by our perfed. indifference to their com-

modities brought for fale, and our having declined

their invitations to the place of their abode. This

opinion w7as foon confirmed by their fubfequent

conduct; on being now offered blue cloth for

their Ikins, they began a fong, that continued

until they came clofe to us, when I obferved that

their arms and war garments were all laid afide ;

and having difpofed of fuch things as they had

for fale, they began to betray a fomewhat thievifli

difpofition. I endeavoured to make them fen-

fible of my difapprobation of this condud, and

made figns that they fhould depart, with which

they reludlantly complied.

I did not obferve that thefe people differed

from the generality of the North Weft Ame-
ricans, otherwife than in the ferocity of their

countenances. Their weapons feemed well adapt-

ed to their condition ; their fpears, about fixteen

feet long, were pointed with iron, wrought in

feveral fimple forms, amongft which fome were

barbed. Their bows were well conftruded, and

their
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their arrows, with which they were plentifully

Supplied, appeared but rude, and were pointed

with bone or iron. Each man was provided with

an iron dagger, fufpended from his neck in a

leather (heath, fecmingly intended to be ufed

when in clofe action. Their war garments were

formed of two, three, or more folds, of the

ftrongeft hides of the land animals they are able

to procure. In the centre was a hole fufficient

to admit the head and left arm to pafs through ;

the mode of wearing them being over the right

Ihoulder, and under the left arm. The left fide

of the garment is fewed up, but the right fide

remains open ; the body is however tolerably well

protected, and both arms are left at liberty for

adHon. As a further fecurity on the part which

covers the breaft, they fometimes fix on the in-

fide thin laths of wood ; the whole is feemingly

well contrived, and I doubt not anfwers the ef-

fential purpofe of protection againft their native

weapons.

The weather though pleafant was unfortu-

nately cloudy about noon^ and prevented any

obfervation being made for the latitude. The
fame unfavorable circumftance attended us dur-

ing our excurfion to the northward qf the veflels.

We continued to the N. N. E., without rqeeting

any interruption or break in the Ihores until

* about eight in the evening, when we arrived at

a point
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a point on the wcftern fliore, fituated in latitude

55° 1 &, longitude 2 30° 8'. Near this point we

retted for the night. From hence the arm took

a direction N. 15 W., continuing in general about

the fame width. Between us and the oppofite

fhore was a fmall ifland nearly in mid-channel.

The weather being fair and pleafant, we ftarted

early the next morning, Sunday the 28th, con-

tinuing our refearches up this branch. At noon

the obferved latitude on the eaftern fliore was

55° 25', the longitude 230° 5\ From hence it

took a more northerly direction, and then trended

a little to the eaftward of north, where, by ten

in the forenoon of Monday the 2Qth, it was found

to terminate in low marfhy land, in latitude

55° 4b\ longitude 230° Q'. The fhores of this

inlet were nearly ftraight, and in general little

more than a mile afunder, compofed moftly of

high rocky cliffs, covered with pine trees to a

confiderablc height ; but the more interior coun-.

try was a compad: body of high barren moun-

tains covered with fnow. As we purfued this

branch, faimon in great plenty were leaping in

all directions. Seals and fea otters were alfo feen

in great numbers, even where the water was

nearly frefh, and which was the cafe upwards of

twenty miles from its termination.

Mortified with having devoted fo much time

to fo little purpofe, we made the beft of our way

back.
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back. At noon I obferved the latitude to be

55° 42' ; from whence to our reaching the wes-

tern fhore, near where wre had entered this branch*

occupied our time until late in the evening of

Tueiday the 30th, when we brought to in a

fmall cove, behind an iiland about half a league

from us, and not far from the place where we

had met the ungracious natives on the preceding

Saturday.

The night was mild and pleafant, but a thick

fog in the morning qf Wednefday the 31 ft, not

only obfcured the furrounding fliores, but pre-

vented our departure until eight o'clock
; when,

on its difperfing, we dire&ed our examination

along the weftern, or continental fhore, to the

S. 3. W, in a continuation of the branch wre had

feen on the morning of the 27th. The fliores of

both fides were ftraight, compact, of moderate

height, and in general little more than a mile

afunder. At noon the obferved latitude on the

weftern fhore was 54° 551', longitude 229° 4/';

the inlet ftill continuing in the fame direction*

On the weftern fhore, about half a league to the

fouthward of this ftation, we entered a fmall

opening not more than a cable's length in width,

ftretching to the northward ; up this we had

made a little progrefs, w7hen the launch, which

had preceded us and had reached its extremity,

was met on her return, Mr. Swraine informed

me,
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me, that its termination was about a league from

its entrance, and that its width was from a quar-

ter to half a league.

We ftopped for the purpofe of dining, and

were vifited by a canoe, in which were three per-

forms ; they approached us with little hcfitation,

and feemed well pleafed on receiving a few tri-

vial prefents. They earnelrly foli cited our return

to the head of this little arm, wrhere, it appeared,

their chief refided, and who had abundance of

furs to barter for our commodities ; but as it was

out of our wTay, we declined their propofal ; at

which they feemed hurt and difappointed, but

retired in perfe£t good humour.

After dinner wT
e attempted to return by the

way we had come, but on approaching the en-

trance, the rapidity of the flood tide prevented

our advancing againft it until near high water,

about fix in the evening. Many of the fmall trees,

at the place where we had dined, had been cut

down with an axe, an implement not yet in ufe

with thefe people, who, on all fuch occafions,

prefer any kind of chifel. The trees appeared to

have been felled, for the purpofe of gaining con-

venient accefs to the run of water hard by; and

this gave rife to an opinion, that our dining place

had lately been the refort of other civilized

people.

Having again reached the arm leading to the

s. s. w.
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S. S. W., we proceeded in that dire&ion, and

pafled two fmall rocky iflets, about a mile to the

ibuth of the lafi mentioned fmall arm. Finding

the main channel now regularly decreafing to half

a mile in width, and having a ftrong foutherly

breeze, we did not proceed more than three miles,

before we refted for the night.. The narrownefs

of the channel, and the appearance of its termina-

tion before us, would have induced me to have re~

linquifhed all thoughts of finding a communica-

tion with the ocean by this route, had it not been

for the indications prefented by thefhores on either

fide. Thefe gradually decreafing in height, with

a very uneven furface, were intirely covered with

pine trees ; and as fiach appearances had, in moft

inflances, been found to attend the broken parts

of the country immediately along the fea coaft, I

was encouraged to perfevere in thispurfuit.

We had not beenlong landed, before the na-

tives, who had vifited us at dinner time, made

their appearance again, accompanied by a large

canoe, in which was the chief of their party.

I directed them to land at a fmall diftance

from our boats, with which they readily com-

plied. The chief received fome prefents, and in

return, gave me two or three fea otters' tails.

This intercourfe feemed, by our figns, and fuch

words as we had picked up, to be an affurance

of a good understanding between us ; and, on a

promife



142 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [^AUGUST,

promife of entering further into trade the next

morning, they retired to a fmall cove about half

a mile from us, with every appearance of being

perfectly fatisfied ;
but, about an hour afterwards,

one of their canoes was feen paddling towards us.

On this a piftol was fired in the air, which had

the good effect of fhewing that we were upon

our guard, and prevented their giving us any fur-

ther difturbance.

As foon as it was day-light in the morning of

Thiirfday the 1 ft of Auguft, thefe people, accom-

panied by another canoe, were with us according

to appointment the preceding evening. They

offered for fale the fkins of the fea otter, and a

large black bear, that feemed to have been killed

by a fpear in the courfe of the night. I w^as not

backward in complying with our part of the

agreement ; but, like thofe whom we had feen

on Saturday, thefe reje&ed every article we had

with us for the purpofe of barter ; and, excepting

fire-arms and ammunition, which were not of-

fered to them, we could not difcover on what

their inclinations were placed. They followed

us however for two milei, perfifting in defiring

we would 66 Wtnnee watter" until> at length,

finding no other articles were tendered them than

thofe they had before declined, they retired, ex-

claiming M Pufee" and " Pejkack which could

not be mifunderftood as terms of difapprobation.

This
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This party, including one woman with a lip

ornament, confifted of fixteen or eighteen per-

fons, who, in character, much refembled (though

I think they were not quite fo ferocious) thofe we

had feen the preceding Saturday. This woman,

as well as the other we had feen on the 2/th,

fleered the canoe. She appeared to be a moft ex-

ceflive fcold, and to poffefs great authority. She

had much to fay refpe&ing the whole of their

tranfadiions, and exacted the rtioft ready obe-

dience to her commands, which were given in a

very furly manner, particularly in one inftance

to a man in the bow of the canoe ; who, in com-

pliance to her directions, immediately made a dif-

ferent difpofition of the fpears. Thefe had all

lain on one fide of him, jufl pointed over the

bow of the canoe, with feveral things carelefsly

lying over them ; but on his receiving her com-

mands the outer ends were projected further, their

inner ends cleared of the lumber that was over

them, and the whole, amounting to about a do-

zen, were equally divided, and regularly laid on

each fide of him.

From the place at which we had flept, this

channel took a direction S. 42 W., about a league

and a half, to a point in latitude 54° 48', longi-

tude 229° 3Qi', from whence the continental

fhore takes a direction N. 25 W. about a league,

through a narrow channel not a fourth of a mile

in



J 44 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [AUGUST,

in breadth
;
having in it feverai iflets and rocks.

In order to make fare of keeping the continental

fhore on board, we purfued this, and left the

fbuth-weflerly channel, vvhofe width had increafed

to about a mile, and whofe fhores appeared to be

much broken, as if admitting feverai pailages to

the fea. At the north end of this narrow chan-

nel we came to a larger one extending N. 35 E.

and S. 35 W. The former firft attra&ed our no-

tice ; this by noon was found to end in latitude

54° 55 IV longitude 229° 40' ; not in low marfliy

land, as had been generally the cafe in the inte-

rior parts of our furvey, but by low though fteep

rocky fhores, forming many little bays and coves,

abounding with rocks and rocky iflets. Here

were fecn an immenfe number of fea otters, and

amongft them fome few feals, but more of the

former than I had yet noticed. Having dined we

purfudd the examination of the continent in a

fouth-wefterly direction, which brought us by

the evening to its end in that direction, in lati-

tude 54° 48 IV longitude 22Q° Sit'. From hence

the channel extended to the S. S. E. and met that:

which we had quitted in the morning, making

the land which formed the weffcern fhore of the

narrow channel, and that before us to the eaft-

ward, an ifland about ten miles in circuit. The
fhores, that had been nearly ftraight and compa6l

fmce we had quoted the rocky arm above-men-

tioned



17Q3.] ROUND THE WORLD, 143

tioned, became again indented with bays and

coves, bounded by many rocks and rocky iflets.

In examining thefe broken parts of the fhore,

the launch had preceded the yawl whilft I was

taking the neceffary angles. On our turning

fiiarp round a point, I difcovered her endeavour-

ing as I fuppofed to pafs a moft tremendous fall

of water ; the evening at this time was nearly

doling in, and being now about high tide, the

fall appeared to be adverfe to their proceeding
;

but finding they continued to advance, I hailed,

and waved them to defift. On our meeting, I

found they had pofleffed but fufficient ftrength

and time to extricate themfelves from a very

alarming fituation. The diredion of the fall was

in a contrary line to what they had expe6led, as

the water was rufhing with great impetuofity

through a narrow rocky channel, and falling into

a bafon whofe furface appeared to be greatly be-

neath the level of the channel we were navigating;

on their perceiving this, their utmoft exertions

were required for a fhort time, to prevent the

boat from being drawn within its vortical in-

fluence. About a mile from the above point,

nearly in a fouth dirc&ion, we brought to for the

night.

In the morning of Friday the 2d we fet out

early, and paffed through a labyrinth of fmall

iflets and rocks along the continental ihore; this,

Vol. IV, L taking
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taking now a winding courfe to the fouth-weft

and weft, ftiewed the fouth-eaftern fide of the

channel to be much broken, through which was

a paflage leading S. S. E. towards the ocean. We
palTed this in the hope of finding a more northern

and wefterly communication ; in which we were

not difappointed, as the channel we were then

pursuing was foon found to communicate alfo

with the fea
;
making the land to the fouth of us

one or more illands. From the north-weft point

of this land, fituated in latitude 54°45|', lon-

gitude 22Q° 28 A
, the Pacific was evidently feen

between N, 88 Wi and S. 81 W. Off the

point, at a little diftance from the main land,

was an ifiand about half a mile {ton} us ; the op-

pofite, or continental fhore, lying north-eaft, not

quite half a mile diftant. Between this and the

wefternmoft land in fight the fliores appeared to

be much divided, with fmall rocky iflets and

breakers in molt directions. Between thefe and

the continental ftiore, our way was directed N..

26 W. ; at the diftance of two miles we palTed a

large deferted village, on the north point of a

fmall cove ; which point may alio be conlidered

as the fouth- eaft point of entrance into a narrow-

arm, taking nearly a north direction ; half a league

to the northward of this point the eaftern fhore

formed three fmall bays or coves, with four or five

iflets before them. On the point which divides

the

/1
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the two fouthernmoffc of thefe coves, I obferved

the latitude to be 54° 4g/
, the longitude 22g°2c/;

from whence the inlet took a direction about

N. 8 W. ; the fhores became nearly firaight and

compa6t, and wrere in general about half a mile

afunder. The furrounding land being of mode-

rate height, and of that uneven furface generally

exhibited by the infular countries lying on the fea

coaft, afforded reafonable grounds to believe the

weftern fiiore to be an ifland ; in which cafe we
fhould have been enabled to trace the continental

boundaries a confiderable diftance to the north.

About fix in the evening our hopes vanifhed, by

our arriving at the head of the arm, where it ter-

minated in a fmall frefh water brook, flowing

from low marfliy ground, in latitude 54° 56',

longitude 22Q Q 28'. Before it were feveral rocks

and fome rocky iflets.

This difappointment occafioned us no fmall

degree of mortification, fince we had already been

abfent from the £hip a whole week, with the

fineft weather the feafon had yet afforded ; and

though our utmoft exertions had been called forth

in tracing the continent through this labyrinth of

rocks, we had not advanced more than thirteen

leagues in a right line from the lliips to the en-

trance of this inlet, and that in a fouth-weft di-

rection
; very different from the courfe we could

have wiihed to have purfued. It was alfo now

L 2 evident
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evident that we had the exterior coaft to contend

with, and from the length of time we had been

indulged with fine weather, we could not rea-

fonabiy expert its continuing much longer j in-

deed, the appearance of the evening indicated an

unfavorable alteration, which made me apprehen-

five, that probably the fine-it part of the leafon

had been devoted, in our late purfuit, to a very

perplexing objed: of no great value or confidera-

tion.

On the low land forming the upper extremity

of this arm, we faw fome animals like wolves,

but the ihallownefs of the water prevented our

approaching near enough to fire at them with any

probability of fuecefs* From hence we returned

by the weitern fliore, paffing three or four rocky

iflets, and reited for the night about a league to

the N. N. W. of our itation at noon. During

the night there fell a great quantity of rain, but

towards the morning of Saturday the 3d it in

ibme meafure abated, though the weather itill

continued very gloomy and hazy ; we had how*

ever no time to fpare, and it becoming neceflary

that we Ihould proceed as far as circumitances

would admit, we itarted early, and kept along the

continental Ihore, which was much indented with

fmall bays, and bounded by innumerable rocks.

We palled to the fouth of us a clufter of rocks

andifiands, extending nearly in a fouth-weft and

north-
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north-eaft direction about half a league. The

outermoft lies nearly fouth-eaft, about two miles

and a half, from the point feen the former morn-

ing, and ftated to be the north point of the paf-

fage leading towards the ocean. We arrived at

this point by noon, but the weather then becom-

ing thick and hazy, attended by heavy rain, and

a ftrong gale from the fouth-weft, obliged us to

make for the firft place of fafcty we could reach,

Clofe round to the north- weft of the above point,

which, after the Right Honorable Charles James

Fox, I called Cape Fox, in latitude 54° 45j

longitude 22Q J 22', we retired to a very unftiel-

tcred cove, where we remained fome hours,

though by no means pleaiantly circumftanced.

The weather in the afternoon for a ihort time

hore a more favorable afpeftj and tempted us again

to proceed along the exterior coaft, which now
took nearly a w^cft direction ; but we had fcarcely

advanced beyond the rocks that encumber the

fhore, when the gale from the fouthward increaf-

ed, attended with a very heavy fwell, and thick

mifty wreather. This obliged us again to feek

fome place of fecurity, which we very fortunately

found about half a league to the weftward of cape

Fox, in a very commodious well flickered little

cove ; which protected us during the night from

an excefiivply heavy rain, and a very hard gale of

wind from the fouth-eaft, which brought from

L 3 the*
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the ocean fo heavy a fca upon thefe fhores, as to

invade even our fnug retreat.

About eight o'clock the next morning, Satur-

day the 4th, the weather again moderated, and

the wind favoring our purfuit, we again proceed-

ed, although it continued to rain and was other-

ways very unpleafant. We refumed our exami-

nation along the coaft, taking a rounding direc-

tion from the cove N. W. by W. four miles and

then N. 15 W. near feven miles further, to a

projecting point on the fhore that obtained the

name of Foggy Point, fituated in latitude 54°

54f', longitude 22Q° \\\

The weather continued very unfavorable to

our refearches ; it permitted us to diftinguifh the

rocky fhores along which we paffed only from

point to point ; landing was not only difficult but

very dangerous, and could only be effected in the

chafms of the rocks, near to the feveral points on.

which it was indifpenfibly necelTary to land, for

the purpofe of afcertaining the pofitive direction

of the coaft ; which, by the time we had reached

Foggy point, not being vifible at the diftance of

fifty yards, we (lopped to dine, having in the

courfe of the morning been again excluded from

the ocean. And though the thicknefs of the

wxather had prevented our feeing by w hat means

this had taken place, it was manifcft, that either

land or fhoals now intervened, as we had intirely

loft
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loll the oceanic fwell, that a few miles to the

fbuth had rolled in, and broke with great violence

from the fliores.

By the time we had dined the fog fufficiently

cleared away, to admit of our gaining a tolerably

diftin6i view of our fituation. It was on the

fbuth point of a bay, in which were many fmall

iflands and rocks. The oppofite fide of the open-

ing in which we had advanced during the fog, was

alfo indiftindlly feen to the weftward and north-

weft, compofed of a country moderately elevated,

covered with trees, and which feemed much di-

vided by water. After taking the neceffary

^angles, we proceeded along the continent round

the fhores of the above bay ; and in its northern

corner, our time was again unprofitably fpent in

examining a narrow opening about two miles in

extent to the north-eaft. From thence, through

a labyrinth of rocks and fhoals, we fleered over

to the north- wefternmoft and largeft of thofe

iflands lying from Foggy point, N. 20 W. near a

league, where we took up our abode for the night.

The wind blew ftrong attended with heavy rain,

which towards day -light the next morning,

Monday the 5 th, abated, and we again proceeded

along the continental fhore. This, from the nar-

row N. E. opening, took firft a N. W. courfe for

two miles and a half, and then N. by E., about

the fame diftance, to a point in latitude 55° V>

L 4 longitude
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longitude 229° forming the S. E. point of an

inlet (its oppofite point of entrance lying a quarter

of a mile diftant N. 25 W.) apparently of fome

extent, to the north- eaftward ; but its entrance,

and its exterior fhores to the north and fouth,

were rendered almoft inacceffible by iflets and

rocks. It was, however, indifpenfibly neceffary,

that we fliould vifit fuch branches of the fea, as

the boundaries ofthe continental fihore could only

be eftabliftied by the ftridteft examination of every

arm, inlet, creek, or corner.

Having breakfafted, we proceeded along the

{larboard or continental fhore This took a di-

rection firft N. 50 E,, to a point about feven

miles from the entrance ; within which diftance

we obferved the latitude on the oppofite, or N.

W. fliore, to be 55° 4 §f. From this point, the

fliores became lefs elevated than thofe vve had

paffed from the entrance of the inlet ; particu-

larly that on the ftarboard fide, which took a S.

S. E direction, and had now increafed to two

miles in wridth. Having advanced about four

miles in this line, a fmall branch was feen in the

former direction, about half a mile wide, having

a fmall ifland in its entrance ; about two miles

from whence it terminated in low marfhy land
;

fituated, according to my furvey, not more than

four miles diftant, and in a direction N. N. W.
from the head of the arm we had quitted on the

evening
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evening of the 2d, making the fhores of the main

land along which we had navigated fince that time

a peninfula, fifteen leagues round, united by this

narrow ifthmus. Such was the flow and irkfome

procefs by which our refearches were carried into

execution, on account of the extremely divided

ftate of this extraordinary inhofpitable region.

From the entrance of this fmall branch, the

ftarboard fhore of the inlet takes a dirediion N.

Oo E. for a league, to another branch of the fame

extent and direction, paffing a fmall round ifland

in mid-channel, another in the entrance of the

little arm, and a third a little way within it. From

hence, the width of the inlet became contra&ed

to three quarters of a mile, taking a courfe N. 5

E. two miles, to a thirdffmall branch about a mile

further,where we refted for the night ; and in the

morning of Tuefday the Oth found it extend N.

73 E. for two miles. Here it terminated in low

land at the head ; but the fides were fo fteep and

rocky, that it was with fome difficulty we could

find a fufficient fpace for making a fire to drefs

our provifions. From hence we purfued the main

branch of the inlet, about three quarters of a

mile wide, which took nearly a direction N. 25

E., 4i leagues ; where it finally terminated in la-

titude 55° 1/', longitude 229°

The fides of this channel are nearlyftraight,firm,

and compact; compofed of high fteep rocky cliffs,

covered
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covered with wood as high as the thick rainy

weather permitted us to fee. At its head was a

fmall border of low land, through which flowed

two fmall rivulets. On the larboard fhore, about

eight miles within the entrance, we had pafled

two openings ;
thefe, on our return, were found

to be very inconfiderable ; the eafternmoft, which

was the largeft. did not extend more than two

miles north from the fhores of the main inlet,

where it terminated in latitude 55° Q', longitude

220° lg'; the other, not more than a mile in

length, and in a parallel direction, ended S. W.
by S., about a mile from the head of the former.

The weather continued very rainy and unplea-

fa t until two in the afternoon of the following

day, Wednefday the 7th ; at which time we had

reached a fmall iflet, lying N. 70 E. one mile

and three quarters from the point where we had

breakfafted on the morning of the 5th; at this

iflet we flopped to dine.

The atmofphere foon after became clear, and

gave us a moil diftindi and fatisfadiory view of

the furrounding region, and proved our fituation

to be in a fpacious branch of the ocean, extending

in two or three different directions.

Since we had left cape Fox, we had conceived

ourfelves to be in the fouthern entrance of the

Canal de Revilla Gigedo, as reprefented in Sen r

Caamano's chart. Although this gave but a faint

idea



1/Q3.] ROUND THE WORLD. 155

idea of the fhores we were tracing, it had fuffi-

cient refemblance, in the general outline, to leave

no doubt of our being in the precife fituation in-

tended in that reprefentation; and hence it ap-

peared, that the inlet which had occupied our

time the two preceding days, was called Bocas

de Quadra. The fouth point of its entrance in

the chart is, however, placed in 55° U 7
, which

is 10° further north than it appeared to be by our

obfervations.

An extenfive opening, dividing the weftern land

between N. 60 W. , and N. 46 W., was evidently

a continuation of the Canal de Hevilla Gigedo,

and its fouthern fide, the Ifland de Gravina. The

width of this channel at Foggy point is about four

I miles, and abreaft of this land not quite a league;

' though, in the Spanifli chart, it is laid down at the

width of eight or nine miles, from the entrance

to this ftation. The land in the Canal de lie-

villa Gigedo was too diftant to admit of our as-

certaining the fituation of any of his particular

points, excepting that above mentioned, lying N.

40f W., five miles from this ifland ; it is very

confpicuous, and forms the weft part of an ex-

tenfive branch, taking apparently a northern

courfe along the fhores of the continent. T-

this point I gave the name cf Point Alav k

compliment to the Spanifh governor at Noc

The oppofite, or weftern ihore, particuk

the
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the fouth of the Canal de Revilla Gigedo, feem-

ed to be much broken. The fhores in moft di-

rections were low, or of a moderate height ; but

the more interior country was compbfed ofmoun-

tains covered with fnow, not only in the eaftern

quarter, but to the northward and weftward.

The iflet on which we had dined, feemed to

be formed of different materials from thofe we

had been accuftomed to vifit ; it being one intire

quarry of flate. In walking round and acrofs it,

through the trees, we found no other fort of ftone.

Slate had been frequently feen forming a kind of

beach, or in thin ftrata, lying between the rocks
;

but, till now, we had never met with this fub-

ftance in fuch a prodigious mafs. This iflet,

which obtained the name of Slate Islet, we

quitted, leaving the Canal de Revilla Gigedo to

the weftward oi us, and directing our inquiries

along the continental fliore, to a point that lies

from Slate iflet N. 10 W. four miles. This, after

one of the gentlemen of the Difcovery, I named

Point Sykes. From thence, the continental

fliore, which is a little indented and has a few

fmall iflets and rocks lying near it, takes a direc-

tion about N 3/ E. to a point, which, after

Captain * Nelfon of the navy, I named Point

Nelson, fituated in latitude 55° 15', longitude

259° 1,7

1

7
? and which we reached the next morn-

* Now Lord Nelfon
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ing, Thurfday the 8th, by half paftfix. The inlet

up which we had thus navigated, was from twTo

to four miles wide. From this point it feemed

to be divided into three branches ; one leading to

the north-weft ; another to the north, in the

centre of which, four or five leagues diftant, was

a rock much refembling a vefiel under fail, lying

N.7W., and feemingly detached from the fhores;

and the third took an eafherly direction along the

continuation of the continent. The lad occu-

pied our attention, and employed the whole day,

which was very rainy and unpleafant. It was

found to be about three quarters of a mile wide,

irregularly extending N. 80 E. for two leagues,

and then towards the north-eaft for four miles

further, where it terminated in the ufual manner,

in latitude in 55° 1 8^, longitude 22Q° 2qV ; hav-

ing a bay or cove on its eaftern fhore, which, in

an E. S. E. direction, approached within about

two miles of the northern part of Bocas de Qua-

dra.

The furrounding country confifted of a huge

mafs of fteep, barren, rocky mountains, deftitute

of foil ; whofe fummits were perpetually covered

with fnow. Excepting at the head of the arm

where the land was low, thefe mountains rofe in

nearly perpendicular cliffs from the water's edge,

producing only a few fcattered dwarf trees.

Not far from the fpot on which we had dined,

and
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and near the ruins of a few temporary huts of the

natives, we found a box about three feet fquare,

and a foot and a half deep, in which were the

remains of a human Ikeleton, which appeared,

from the confufed fituation of the bones, either

to have been cut to pieces, or thruft with great

violence into this fmall fpace. One or two other

coffins, fimilar to this, had been feen in the ex-

cursions of the boats this feafon ; but as we had

met with fo few of this defcription, I was in-

clined to fuppofe that this mode of depofiting

their dead is prattifed only in refped: to certain

perfons of their fociety, fmce, if it had been the

general ufage, we lliould in all probability have

more frequently noticed them.

By the evening we reached the main inlet

again, where, on a point which I named Point

Trollop, in a direction from point Nelfon N.

20 W. diftant a league and a half, we refted for

the night, and the next morning flarted at an

early hour.

Having advanced about a mile along the con-

tinental Ihore, we again quitted the main branch

of the inlet, and entered a very narrow channel,

in fome places navigable only for boats and ca-

noes. This extended, with little deviation, N.

7 W. feven miles, when it again communicated

with the branch of the inlet, making the weltern

fhore two long narrow^ iflands. The fouthern-

moft
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moft is about half a league long. A fmall round

ifland lies off the north-weft point of the moft

northern, from whence we again faw the remark-

able rock refembling a fhip under fail, before

mentioned, lying N. 22 W. near a league dif-

tant, having between it and the continental ftiore

feveral rocks and iflets. Its fituation and eleva-

tion, if acceffible, promifed to afford us an ex-

cellent view of the inlet ; and its fmgular pyra-

midical appearance from this point of view in-

vited our curiofity. We reached this rock about

feven, and found the main inlet, (whofe fides

were compact for four or five leagues, excepting

in the appearance of an opening lying N. 37 E.

about a league from us) to take nearly a north

dire&ion, maintaining a width from two to three

miles. On the bafe of this fmgular rock, which,

from its refemblance to the Light Houfe rock off

Plymouth, I called the New Eddystoke, we

flopped to breakfaft, and whiift we were thus

engaged, three fmall canoes, with about a dozen

of the natives, landed and approached us un-

armed, and with the utmoft good humour ac-

cepted fuch prefents as were offered to them 3

making figns, in return, that they had brought

nothing to difpofe of, but inviting us, in the moft

preffing manner, to their habitations ; where,

they gave us to underftand, they had fi£h fkins,

and other things in great abundance, to barter

for
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for our commodities ; amongft which blue cloth

feemed to be the moft efteemed. They pointed

out the fituation of their refidence to be on the

eaftern Ihore ; but as that was behind us, and as

we had no time for unneceflary delays, their civil

intreaties were declined, and we departed from

the new Eddyftone, which is certainly a very re-

markable rock. Its circumference at its bafe is

about fifty yards, {landing perpendicularly on a

furface of fine, dark coloured fand. It is intirely

detached, at the diftance of two miles from the

eaftern, and one from the wreftern fhore of the

inlet, in latitude 55° 2Q'
9
longitude ,220° 15'.

Its furface is uneven, and its diameter regularly

decreafes to a few feet at its apex, which is

nearly flat, and feemed to be in every direction

perpendicular to the centre of its bafe ; its height,

by a rude meafurement, was found to be upwards

of two hundred and fifty feet. The fiflures and

fmall chafms in its fides, quite up to its fummit,

afforded nourifhment to fome fmall pine trees

and various fhrubs. The fouth and eaftern part

of its bafe i$ an intire bed of fand ; to the north,

about two hundred yards from it, extended a

ledge of rocks, that ftretehed a fmall diftance,

and was vifible only at low tide, beyond which

the bottom was unfathomable with our lines.

The natives attended us for a fliort time, but

finding that our courfe w; as not directed towards

their
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their habitations, they retired; after having given

us to underftand by figns, that at night we flhould

find the inlet clofed on all fides, that we fhould

fleep at its termination, and requeued that on

our return we would vifit their habitations.

We foon arrived at the point that had in ap-

pearance formed an opening in the eaftern fhore,

and found that our conjectures had been well

founded ; it being the fouth point of a branch,

in general about three quarters of a mile wide,

irregularly extending N. 53 E. two leagues, with

a cove on the fouthern fhore, and forming* at the

above extent two other coves ; one in a direction

S. 24 E. two miles and a half long, the other

north, two miles long, terminating in latitude

55° 37^, longitude 22Q° 2g'. The examination,

of this infignificant branch, winding between an

immenfe body of high, barren, fnowy mountains,

occupied the remainder of the day. About ten

at night we reached the main inlet, and took up

our abode until the next morning, Saturday the

10th, at a point on the continental fliore.

The wTeather being again fair and pleafant, w7e

early directed our way along the continental

fhore, which was nearly ftraight and compact,

and trending about N. 5. W. About our time

of break fall, we arrived at the fouth point of

another of thofe arms, about half a mile wide.

Vol. IV. M which
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which had hitherto employed the major part of

our time to fq little purpofe.

Our fituation at this jun&ure required lbme

attention. The time was expired for which our

provifions had been fupplied, and we were now

one hundred and twenty miles from the fhips by

the neareft route we could purfue. It was ex-

tremely mortifying to refled, that after all our

exertions, no one point had been gained to faci-

litate the progrefs of the veflels ; as the way by

which we had advanced thus far was infinitely

too intricate for them ; and if the want of pro-

vifions fhould now oblige us to return before we

could determine the extent of this fpacious inlet,

which ftill continued to be between two and

three miles wide, our labours would become in-

„ effectual, becaufe.it would be necefTary that the

fame fpace fhould be traverfed again, to accom-

plifh what we might be compelled to leave un~

finifned.

Under thefe confederations, and well knowing

from experience that all the fmall branches lead-

ing to the eaftward either terminate at the foot

of the lofty range of rugged mountains, or elfe

form into illands parts of the fnores of thefe in-

lets ; I determined to decline their further exami-

nation, and to proceed in the main channel to

afcertain the truth of the information derived

from
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from the natives, or to difcover feme eligible

pafTage, by which the veffels might advance to-

wards the extent of our prefent refearches. Our

profpe£i of fucceeding in this particular was not

very flattering. We loft no time, however, in

making the beft of our way ; and from the en-

trance of this arm, which is fituated in latitude

55° 4l', longitude 22Q° 16', as we advanced up

the main inlet, the general opinion feemed to

fupport the account of the natives ; and that the

evening would certainly bring us to its final ter-

mination. The water wTas of a very light co-

lour, not very fait, and the interior country of

the weftern fhore rofe to rugged mountains, little

inferior in height to thofe on the eaftern fide

;

which we knew to be a continuation of the con-

tinent, now taking a direction N. 35 W. In the

forenoon we paffed a fmall clufter of rocks and

iflets a mile in extent, lying in the line of the

eaftern fhore, at the diftance of about half a mile

from it. The latitude at noon I obferved to be

55° 44' ; and foon afterwards we paffed a fmall

opening, that appeared to form a bay half a mile

wide, and about a mile deep, in a north-eaft di-

rection. As we purfued our route in the after-

noon, the fhores, which were no where more

than two miles afunder, took a more wefterly

direction, affording fome fmall bays and coves.

The weather being calm and pleafant, we

M 2 made
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made a tolerable progrefs until late in the even-

ing, when we arrived at a point in latitude 55°

50\ longitude 228° 5iif $ and although the night

was too far advanced to fee diftin&ly about us,

yet we had no doubt of our having reached the

confluence of this inlet with two other branches,

lying nearly at right angles to it. A frefli breeze

blew up the branch leading to the fouth-weft till

after dark ; this I confidered as the fea breeze,

indicating our vicinity to the exterior coall: ; or

poffibly, our approach to wider channels leading

more immediately towards the ocean., The

whitenefs and frefhnefs of the water, with other

circumftances common to our general obferva-

tion, prefented themfelves however in oppofition

to this opinion ; and gave us fome reafon to be-

lieve that we fhould be obliged to return by the

fame track we had come. Such was the uncer-

tainty with which, in general, all our conje&ures

w7ere attended, from the various appearances that

occurred in exploring this country.

I felt much regret that I had left unexamined

the fmall branch we had feen in the morning,

and the bay we had paffed in the courfe of the

afternoon ; as thefe refearches would have com-

pletely afcertained the continental Ihore to this

point, which I diftinguifhed by the name of

Point Fitzgibbon. I determined, however,

to purfue the branch that now appeared to the

north-
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north-eaft, and feemed of fome extent ; as, fhould

this be found to terminate, there would be little

reafon to fuppofe, even if we had been able to

examine them, that the others would have led

to any thing of importance.

The next morning, Sunday the 11th, we ac-

cordingly proceeded ; the north-eaft branch was

found in general to be about a mile wide ; and

keeping on its fouthern fhore, which is much in-

dented with fmall bays; at half -paft fix we ar-

rived at its termination in latitude 56° 1|', lon-

gitude 22Q° l
7

, by low land; through which

two or three fmall rivulets appeared to flow over

a bank of mud, ftretching from the head of the

arm, and reaching from fide to fide, on which

was lodged a confiderable quantity of drift wood.

The water was perfectly frefii, extremely muddy,

and the whole furface was (brewed over with faU

mon, either dead, or in the laft ftages of their

exiftence. Many had life fufficient to give them

motion, though wanting vital powers to keep

them beneath the furface of the water. In the

courfe of this excurfion great numbers of thefe

fiih had been feen, not only in all the arms, but

in almolt every run of frefh water, particularly

near the terminations of the feveral inlets, where

they were innumerable, though moft of them

were in a fickly condition. We had no difficulty

to -take as many of the befi: as we were inclined

M 3 to
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to make ufe of ; they however had little of the

colour, and nothing of the flavor of falmon, and

were very infipid and indifferent food. They wer?

all fmall, of one fort, and were called by us hwwhj

lacked falmon; from an excrefcence that rofe along

the upper part ofthe backs of the male fifh, where

the back fins are inferted, This protuberance

is much thinner than the body of the fifh, which

below it takes nearly a cylindrical form. Thefe

were the worffc eating fifh ; the females were not

fo deformed, though the mouths of both were

made in a kind of hook, refembling the upper

mandible of a hawk. The fickly condition of

thefe fifh appeared to be confequent on the fear

fon of their fpawning, and may poffibly be oc?

cafioned by their exertions, in forcing their way

up the runs of frelh water, againft the impetuq-

fity of the torrents that rufh into the fea
; by

which means they had evidently received many
bruifes and other injuries. If any juft conclufion

is to be drawn from the appearance of the im-

menfe numbers found dead, not only in the

water, but lodged on the iliores below high water

mark, it fnould feem that their death takes place

immediately after fpawning.

Having traced the north-eaft extent of this

branch, and finding it only to form a deep bay

(which obtained the name of Burroughs
Bay,) we returned along the northern lhore^

, which
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which took a direction fomewhat irregularly S.

53 W. down the fouth-wefterly branch, to a

point on which I oblerved the latitude to be 55°

54', longitude 228° 4(Y. At this ftation, which

I call Point Lees, the width of the fouth-weft

channel was decreafed to lefs than a mile, and

from hence its north-eaft point of entrance,

which I named Point Whaley, lies N. 08 £.

diftant four miles.

As we advanced, the colour of the water gra-

dually, though flowly, turned dark ; and the

wind blowing frefli from the fouth-weft, ftill

cheriflied the hope that the land, forming the

weftern fide of the cxtenfive northern arm we
had navigated from point Alava to point Wha-
ley, and fouthern fides of this fouth-wefterly

branch, would be found to compofe an cxtenfive

ifland, and that we fhould obtain a paffage to

the fhips by the route we were then purfuing.

On this point was found the remains of a de-

ferted village, the largeft of any I had yet feen

for fome time, and fo conftru£led as to contain,

by our eftimation, at leaft three or four hundred

people, who appeared to have quitted it not many

months before. Shortly after noon, we reached

a narrow opening on the northern flipre leading

to the northward ; this wTas palled by unexamin-

ed, and we ftopped to dine about a mile to the

fouth-weft of it ; and in a direction S. 63 W.
M 4 difUnt
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diftant about a league from the deferted village

We foon proceeded again, and by eight in the

evening arrived at a point on the fouthern fhore

in latitude 55° 50', longitude 228° 30'

The doubts we had entertained refpe&ing our

fituation were now in a great meafure fatisfied,

for the water had again nearly refumed its ocea-

nic tafte and colour ; and the channel which

from hence turned iharp to the fouth, feemed to

widen in that direction. A point on the northern

fhore lying N. 4Q E. about a mile diftant, formed

the fouth-eaft point of a fmall opening, that ap-

peared to branch oft in two directions ; one lead-

ing to the north, the other to the E. N. E. ; the

latter having the appearance of communicating

with that feen in the afternoon, making the land

on which we had dined in that cafe an ifland.

About nine o'clock we took up our abode for the

night, and on the following morning, Monday

the 1 2th, proceeded to the fouthward, with little

doubt of finding by that courfe our w#y back to

the ftation of the veffels ; from whence we were

now at leaft one hundred and forty miles diftant.

The weather being calm and hazy, prevented our

feeing diftindtly the furrounding regions, yet we

were able to difcern two openings on the weftern

ftiore, leading towards the north-weft. The
fouthern ni oft of thefe feemed fpacious, and about

two miles in width. South of this opening the

weftern
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weftern fhore appeared to be nearly compa£l, with

one or two fmall bays only, and a few detached

iflets lying at a diftance from it ; whilft the eaf-

tern fhore, along which we palled, was confider-

bly broken. Its feveral inlets however were dif-

regarded, as \vc had barely time to obtain at the

different ftations the neceffary angles for fixing

the general outline of the fhores of this channel,

whofe width as we advanced appeared to incrcafe

from one to nearly two leagues.

As our route w7as directed to one of thefe ne-

celiary ftations, fome of the natives were obferved

in their canoes near the fhore ; four of thefe ca-

noes appearing to be large and wrell manned, wxnt

towards the launch, then fome diftance aftern of

us; and by their fmging, which we heard, ap-

peared to be very peaceably inclined, We wrere

alfo vifited by a fmall canoe containing only two

of the natives, who approached us without heft-

tation, and with the greatcft good humour ac-

cepted fuch trifling prefents as were offered to

them, and made known our friendly behaviour

to fome of their aiTociates who ware ftill on the

fhore. Thefe, apparently at the inftance of the

other two, carpe off in two fmall canoes, that juft

reached us as we were putting on fhore for the

purpofe of taking the requifite angles. Their be-

haviour was civil and inoffenfive, and theyfeemd

equally well fatisfied writh the prefents that were

diftributed
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diftrihuted amongft them. They offered their

fkins and other commodities to barter, which were

accordingly exchanged ; and thus, without the

leaft apprehcnfion on our parts of any evil defign

in thefe people, who like molt of the natives we

had lately feen were well armed, I landed, leav-

ing Mr. Puget in the yawl, ufing his endeavours

to entertain our new vifitors. In a little time

they became extremely clamorous, and were hal-

lowing to the large canoes that were near the

launch. On my return into the boat, Mr. Puget

informed me that the natives had betrayed a very

thieviih difpofition, and that he had great reafon

to liifpcci they were inclined to be turbulent. I

immediately ordered the boat from off the fhore,

hoping by that means to get quit of them, but

in this attempt they were exceffively troublefome;

the number of their canoes was by this time four

or five, in thefe they laid faft hold by the boat's

quarters, calling out " Wtnnee waiter''.\\ though

at our folicitatious they frequently quitted their

hold, but which they almoft inftantly again re-

fumed ; we had however put off from the rocks,

and had partly got the ufe of our oars, without

being obliged to refort to any holtile meafures,

when the largeft of the canoes, under the ftecr-

age of an old woman, with a remarkably large

lip ornament, laid us on board acrofs the bow ;

this vixen inftantly fnatched up the lead line that

was
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was lying there, and lafhed her canoe with it to

the boat ; whilft a young man, appearing to be

the chief of the party, feated himfelf in the bow

of the yawl, and put on a mafk refembling a

wolfs face, compounded with the human coun-

tenance. About this time the Indian who had

firft vifited us, watching his opportunity, ftole a

mufket out of the boat. Our fituation w7as now

become very critical and alarming ; we had dis-

covered too late the treacherous defigns of thelc

people, and to add to our embarraflment, the

launch was yet too far diftant to afford us any

immediate fuccour. The only chance wre had for

our prefervation, was, if poffible, to ward off the

blow7 by a kind of parley, until our friends might

come up, who w7ere haftening with their utmoft

exertions to our affiffance. With thefe ideas, I

went forward with a mufket in my hand in order

to fpeak to the chief ; on which the furrounding

Indians, about fifty in number, feized their dag-

gers, brandiflied their fpears, and pointed them

towards us in all directions. I wTas not yet with-

out hopes of effecting an amicable Separation,

without being under the neceffity of reforting to

extremities. The chief inftantly quitted the boat

at my requcft, and gave me to underftand by

figns, that if I would lay dowrn my mufket, his

people would lay down their arms ; on my dif-

pofing of my *gun, the conditions were complied

with
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%vith on all fides, and tranquillity appeared likely

to be reftored ; nor do I believe that any thing

further would have happened, had they not been

inftigated by the vociferous efforts of their female

condudirefs; who feemed to put forth all the

powers of her turbulent tongue to excite, or ra-

ther to compel the men, to a61 with hoftility to-

wards us. Her language appeared to have the

moft effect upon thofe who were towards the

ftern of our boat, and who wei'e likewife greatly

encouraged by a very ferocious looking old man
in a middling fized canoe. This ol4 fellow, af-

fifted by his companions, feized hold of our oars

on the {larboard fide, and prevented their being

iifed. Obferving this, and that the fpears were

again brandifliing in that quarter, I again made

iigns for peace, and went immediately aft ; where

I found Mr. Pu<retufm£ his utmoft endeavours to

accomplifh the fame dcfirable object, which

feemed once more likely to take place by their

laying down their arms a fecond time.

This pofture of affairs continued however but

for a few moments. I had fcarcely turned round,

before I faw the fpears, in the canoe which con-

tained the chief and the old woman, all in mo-

tion ; but on my ftepping forward they were

again dropped. Whilft I was thus engaged, the

Indians near the ftern of the boat became very

troublefome ; and, as I w7
as palling back along

the
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the boat, a general commotion feemed to have

taken place ; fome fpears were thruft, one or two

of which paffed very near me, and the Indians,

in all diredions, began to feize all the moveables

in our boat that they could poftihly reach, and

to commit other afts of violence. Our deftruc-

tion now feemed almoft inevitable ; as I could

hardly flatter myfelf that the force we had to

oppofe againft the number that furrounded us,

and, as it wxre, held us fa completely within their

power, would have been fufiicient to make them

retire.

By this time, however, which was about ten

minutes from my return to the boat, the launch

had arrived within piftol-fhot ; and being now

thoroughly fatisfied that our forbearance had given,

them confidence, and that our defire for peace

had rather ftimulated them to a£ts of temerity

than difFuaded them from their hoftile intentions;

and feeing no alternative left for our prefervation

againft numbers fo fuperior, but by making ufe

of the coercive means we had in our power, I

gave directions to fire ; this inftantly taking effect

from both boats, was, to my great aftonifhment,

attended with the defired eiieft, and we had the

happinefs of finding ourfelves immediately re-

lieved from a fituation of the molt imminent

danger.

Thofc in the fmall canoes jumped into the fea r

whilft
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whilft thofe in the large ones, by getting ail ori

one fide, raifed the oppofite fides of their canoes^

fo that they were protected from the fire of the

yawl, though they were in fome meafure ex-

pofed to that of the launch ; and in this manner

they fcrambled fideways to the fhore.

The only arms they had left us in the yawl*

befides thofe in the arm chefl, were a blunder-

bufs, a mufket, a fowling-piece loaded with fmall

fliot, and a brace of pocket piftols; the reft of

the arms that had ufually been kept at hand, con-

filling of three mufkets and a fowling-piece, hav«*

ing been ftolen, in the affray, together with two

cartridge-boxes, fome books, and other articles

of little value. The arm cheft, however, afforded

a fufficient fupply for our future defence, and

were immediately got in rcadinefs for our protec-

tion ; whilft the chaftifemcnt I intended to be-

flow on thefe treacherous people, by deftroying

their canoes, fhould be carried into execution.

But, as we were pulling towards the fhore for

this purpofe, I underftood that two of our boat's

crew were very badly wounded, which circum-

ftance had efcaped my notice, by their having

continued to exert themfelves in their refpe£tive

ftations ; and this very unpleafint intelligence

immediately induced me to decline the punifh-

ment I had meditated to inflict for the unpro-

voked aggreffion of the natives.

The



1793.] ROUND THE WORLD. 175

The Indians, on reaching the fhore, afcended

the high rocky cliffs of which it is compofed,

from whence they endeavoured to annoy thofe in

the launch by ftones, fome of which fell into her

at the difta-'ice of thirty or forty yards from the

ihore, and from whence alfo they fired a mufket.

The arms they had ftolen from our boat were all

loaded ; befide thefe, they had fire arms of their

own, but 1 had reafon to believe they were not

charged at the time of their attack upon us, as

one of the moft favage-looking fellows amongft

them, juft as I gave orders to fire, fnapped his

piece at me ; but it miffed fire, and he imme-

diately laid it down, and took up his fpear with

all imaginable compofure.

The launch was now ordered to join us, and

an equal diftribution of the remaining arms and

ammunition was made in both boats. Being

now fully prepared to repel any, further attack,

we refted on our oars about a quarter of a mile

from the precipice the Indians had gained, until

Mr. Mcnzies had drafted the wounded men.

Robert Betton, in the a<51 of removing the arm

cheft, was firft wounded in the breaft, but by his

Feizing the fpear, he in a great meafure parried

the blow, and deftroyed its force ; but on its be-

ing inftantly repeated, he received a very deep

wound in the upper part of his thigh, which was

Uttle fhort of being mortal. George Bridgeman

was
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was alfo badly wounded lower down in the thigh,

by a fpear that paffed quite through, from one

fide to the other, I had the fatisfa&ion how-

ever to learn from Mr. Menzies, after he had

dreffed the wrounds, that he confidered neither of

them likely to be attended with any prefent dan-

ger, nor with confequences that would be incon-

venient hereafter.

Betton and Bridgeman had both received their

wounds as I was returning the fecond time to the

ffcern of the boat, and juft before I was compel-

led to give the order to fire ; the former as above

Hated, and the latter in preventing thofe in the

large canoe, lying acrofs our boat's bows, from

unfliipping one of the wall-pieces. Their wounds

being drefled, and births as convenient as cir-

cumftances would admit, one in each boat, be-

ing made for our unfortunate iliip-mates, we de-

parted, giving the point on which we had landed

the name of Escape Point, fituated in latitude

55° if, longitude 228° So"; and to a fmall open-

ing about a league to the northward of this point,

the name of Traitor's Cove; thefe treacher-

ous people having from thence made their firit

appearance.

From Lieutenant Swraine and Mr. Menzies I

learned, that when thefe audacious people firft

approached them in the launch, they behaved

with the greateft friendlinefs and good humour,

offering
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offering their fkins for fale, two of which were

thrown into the launch ; and in return they ac-

cepted any thing that was given them with appa-

rent fatisfa£tion. In confequence of the friendly

intercourfe that had taken place, and the cividity

of the Indians in their commercial purfuits, they

preffed on the boat to take hold of her, but on

this being obje£ted to, and the canoes obliged to

keep at a refpedlable diftance, fome little difcon-

tent was obferved to fhew itfelf amongft them.

This was attributed to their great eagernefs for

trading, until the canoe conducted by the old

virago, who was the only female of the party,

finding the launch would not comply with their

folicitations to flop and trade, paddled acrofs the

bowr of the boat with the intention of flopping

her progrefs. On this occafion a mufket w*ts

prefented, w7ith menaces that had the defired ef-

fect of making her drop a-ftern ; much againft

the will of the old fhrew, whqfe defigns were evi-

dently not of the moil: friendly nature.

It was now deemed expedient to be vigilantly

upon their guard, to have all their arms at hand,

and to charge fuch as were unloaded ; which was

done in the molt: private way, left any alarm

fhouid be given to the Indians, who were kept

by figns at a proper diftance, and only one canoe

at a time allowed to come near enough to receive

the prefents that were offered ; thefe were ac-

Vol. IV, N cepted
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ccpted with great civility, and the general tenor

of their conduct betokened a friendly difpofition.

In this humour, to all appearance, they paddled

haftily towards the yawl, feemingly in confe-

quence of the invitation of their comrades, who
were by this time aflembled about our boat*

Notwithftanding they were obferved by the gen-

tlemen in the launch to ufe uncommon exertions

for the purpofe of reaching the yaw7 l, yet their

efforts were at firft attributed to diverfion, or ea-

gernefs to arrive at a better market ; until they

obferved their lpears to be in motion, when they

loft no time in coming to our relief.

The conduct of thefe people, fo unlike that of

any of the natives we had hitherto met with, in-

clines the mind to advert to fome caufe that could

have produced a deportment fo oppofite to that

which we had in general experienced. I was

apprehenfive at firft, that during my abfence from

the boat fome offence, however inadvertently,

had been given ; but on inquiry, nothing of the

fort appeared to have happened ; on the contrary,

to the moment of my return from the fhore, the"

Indians had fpared no pains to imprefs us with

the moft favorable idea of their good intentions,

by frequently uttering the word " Wacon" figni-

fying in their language, friendjhip. Their attack

upon us Ihould therefore appear, either to have

been planned on their firft feeing us, or deter-

mined



17Q3.] ROUND THE WORLD. IJQ

mined upon in confequence of our temporizing

condudt, -which it is eafy to imagine they would

interpret into fear of their fuperior numbers.

Whether their motives were rather to take re-

venge on us for injuries they may have fuflained

from other civilized vifitors ; or whether they

conceived the valuable articles we poffefTed, were

eafily to be obtained by thefe means, is difficult

to be determined.

It wT
as manifeftly evident that they had been

acquainted with civilized commercial people, by

the mufkets and other European commodities in

their poffeffion ; and when we confidered the

particular behaviour of the firft man who vifited

us, we had reafon to fufpe6i that they had been

ill-treated in their traffic with white men. This

Indian, by means of figns and words too expref-

five to be miftaken, gave us clearly to underftand,

that they had reafon to complain of one or more

mufkets that they had purchafed, which burft

into pieces on being fired ; a fraud which I know
has been pra&ifed too frequently, not only on

this coaft, but at the Sandwich, and other iflands

in the Pacific Ocean. Thefe defects have not

arifen from ignorance or mifmanagement on the

part of the Indians, but from the bafenefs of the

metal and imperfedl workmanfhip of the fire-

arms. Of this difhonefty the chiefs of the Sand-

wich iflands moft loudly complain ; ^ind with

N 2 great
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great juftice contend, that the produce of their

country, being bartered for fuch articles, of the

very belt quality, whatever was received by them

in exchange, ought to have been fo likewife.

And I am extremely concerned to be compelled

to ftate here, that many of the traders from the

civilized wTorld have not only purfued a line of

conduct, diametrically oppofite to the true prin-

ciples of juftice in their commercial dealings, but

have fomented difcords, and fiirred up conten-

tions, between the different tribes, in order to in-

creafe the demand for thefe deftrudive engines.

They have been likewife eager to inftrudl the na-

tives in the ufe of European arms of all defcrip-

tions ; and have fliewn by their own example,

that they confider gain as the only objed; of pur-

fuit; and whither this be acquired by fair and

honorable means, or otherwife, fo long as the ad-

vantage is fecured, the manner how it is obtained

feems to have been, with too many of them, but

a very fecondary confideration.

Under a conviction that repeated a&s of fuch

injuftice had taken place, it was not unreafonable

to fuppofe, that thefe people, who had experi-

enced the like frauds, fhould be of opinion that

our mufkets, and the other arms that we carried

for our protedlion, were of a fuperior quality to

thofe they had procured from the traders. This,

indeed, was proved by their praifing ours and com-

paring

1
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paring them with thofe in their pofleffion ; and

they might poffibly from thence have been tempt-

ed to trefpafs on the laws of honefty, in order to

acquire by force thofe really valuable commodi-

ties, which, by fair commercial dealings on their

part, they could only procure in a defective ftate.

It may alfo not be impoffible, that they recon-

ciled amongft themfelves any ad:s of violence,

which fhould become neceffary in order to the

attainment of them, as not being lefs offenfive to

juftice, than the impofitions that had been prac-

tifed upon them by a people who, from every ap-

pearance, they might naturally conclude were of

the fame country and connections with us ; and

that they might thus confider themfelves juflified

in ufing every artifice of retaliation, to effect their

purpofe.

I cannot however avoid obferving, that through

our want of caution they had, in this inftance,

fufficient addrefs to fucceed by their friendly pro-

feffions, in nearly aflembling all their force round

us, though in the more early part of our voyage,

we fliouid have regarded their conduct with much
fufpicion

;
particularly their vociferous hallooing

to each other, the hafte with which the party

came to us from the launch, their throwing over-

board their dogs, and other hoftile preparations

that did not efcape our notice, and would for-

merly have been deemed fufficient indications to

N 3. have
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have awakened our fufpicions, and to have put

us completely upon our guard againft any un-

friendly defign they might have had in contem-

plation. But, having been fo long accuilomed

to a feries of tranquil intercourfe with the feveral

different tribes of Indians we had met with, our

appreheufions of any moleftation from them were

totally clone away; and that attentive wTarinefs

which had been the firft obje6l ofmy concern on

coming arhongft thefe rude nations, had latterly

been much neglected. For although we had

now more arms than we were provided with dur-

ing the preceding fummer, namely, two wall-

pieces cut fhort for the purpofe of being more

handy in the boats, each of which was loaded

with a dozen piftol balls, yet thefe as well as fome

of our mufkets, had been fo ncgle6led by difufe,

that they were unferviceable on this preffing

emergency.

The good fortune we had experienced until

now, had given me hopes, that an equal fuccefs

would continue to the clofe of our refearches

;

and that. I fliould have the happmefs of conclud-

ing our voyage, without being under the painful

neceffity of firing one foot in anger.

To what degree our firing did execution, was

not afcertained. Some of the natives were feen

to fall, as if killed or feverely wounded ; and great

lamentations were heard after they had gained

their
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their retreat in the woods, from whence they

fhewed no difpofition to renew their attack.

Our route was now uninterruptedly directed

acrofs an extenfive bay, in w-hich were feveral

fmall openings, appearing to lead to the eaftward

and fouth-eaft. About thee o'clock we reached

a fmall ifland lying N. 9 W. from Efcape point,

at the diftance of five miles. Our progrefs hither

had been flow, occafioned by a frefh fouth-weft

wind, which however was attended with pleafant

weather. The width of the foutherly channel we

thus purftied, had diminifhed from being nearly

two, to fcarcely one league ; this was occafioned

by an ifland lying about a mile from the eaftern

fhore, half a league broad, and a league long,

in a direction N. 60 E. and S. 60 W. This ifland

I named Betton's Island, after our wounded

Ihipmate ; on its north-weft fide are feveral dan-

gerous rocks, lying half a mile from its fhore, and

between it and the eaftern fhore are feveral fmaller

iflands. We traverfed this eaftern pafiage, and

took up our night's abode near a conlpicuous

point on the eaftern fhore, which I named Point

Higgins, after his Excellency Senr Higgins de

Vallenar, the prefident of Chili. It is fituated in

latitude 55° 2 71', longitude 228° 25', from whence

a very remarkable projecting point on the oppo-

fite fhore lies N. 78 W. diftant four miles and a

N 4 half;
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half ; and two fmall iflands, with fome trees upon

them, S. 40 W. half a league diftant.

We ftarted early the next morning, Tuefday

the 13th, and were favored with pleafant wea-

ther, though with an adverfe foutherly wind,

Immediately to the fouth of point Higgins, we

pafled an opening about two miles wide, and

having advanced five miles in a dire6lion S. 10

W. from that point, we reached another, that

proved our fituation to be in the north-eaft part

of the extenfive opening laid down in Senr Caa-

mano's chart, and diftinguifhed by the name of

Eftrecho del Almirante Fuentes.y Entrada de No/Ira

Serf del Carmin: and although the chart in this,

as well as in the former inftance, did not bear any

very ftrong refemblance to the regions before us,

yet it was fufiicient to prove the identity of the

place.

Point Higgins evidently formed the north-weft

point of the northern entrance into the Canal de

Reviila Gigedo. Its fouth point, which I called

point Vallenar, is the north-weft extremity of the

ifland Gravina, lying from point Higgins S. 8 W.
at the diftance of two miles, and forming the

opening above alluded to. From point Vallenar

lies a ledge of rocks, parts of which are vifible

only at low tide ; this ledge nearly joins on to

the above two fmall iflands. The remarkable

proje&ing
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projecting point, noticed the preceding evening

on the weftern fhore, is that which I confidered

to be cape Caamano, and is a point of feparation,

dividing this arm of the fea into two principal

branches ; one being that which we had navi-

gated to this ftation ; the other, extending to-

wards the north-weft, feemed to be about four

miles wide ; and is I fuppofe the channel by

which Mr. Brown of the Butterworth had found

his way to the ocean, in the latitude of 56° 20'.

The oppofite fhore of Eftrecho de Fuentes, &c\

that is, the fuppofed ftraits of de Fonte, to the

fouthward of cape Caamano, was not more than

ieven or eight miles difiant, but in the chart be-

fore alluded to, it is reprefented to be double that

diftance ; and, on comparing the latitude of the

points as therein expreffed, with thofe refultiiig

from my obfervations, they were found to differ

alfo very materially.

We now entertained no doubt of finding a

paffage to the veffels by this route
;
though there

was reafon to expedl we Ihould have fome extent

of the exterior coaft to encounter. The land to

the north of the Canal de Revilla Gigedo was

now proved to be, \\
rhat had been before coo*.

je£lured of it, an extenfive ifland which we had

nearly circumnavigated.

On this occafion I cannot avoid a repetition of

my acknowledgments for the generous fupport

we
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we received from Senr Quadra, ailing under the

orders of the Conde de Revilla Gigedo, viceroy

of New Spain ; as alfo for his Excellency's offers

of whatever further affiftance the countries under

his authority might afford. In commemoration

therefore of his excellency's very kind attention,

I have not only adopted the name of the channel

after that nobleman, but have further diftin-

guifhed the land to the north of it by the name

of the Island of Revilla Gigedo.

Oppofite to the eaflern entrance into the chan-

nel is fituated the Bocas de Quadra ; and as I had

always regretted that no opportunity was taken

to commemorate the weighty obligations con-

ferred by Major Rehm on the officers and crews

of the Refolution and Difcovery, whilffc at Kamp-

fchatka in the year 1/79, by the introduction of

that gentleman's name in the charts of that

voyage ; I embraced this occafion to name the

channel that feparates the ifland of Revilla Gigedo

from the continent, Rehm's Channel. Thefe

tributes are of a very infignificant nature when

compared with the merit to which they are of-

fered, and are only to be regarded as memorials to

bear teftimony of the zeal for advancing offcience

in thefe noble and diftinguiflied characters, dis-

played by their friendly and liberal Support of

thofe who have been engaged in the Several la-

borious undertakings projected by his Britannic

^Majefty,
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Majefty, for the attainment of a true and perfect

geographical knowledge of the earth.

Quitting this ftation, we continued along the

weft fide of the ifland of Gravina ; where a few

rocks extended from the projecting points of its

fhores ; thefe are nearly ftraight and compact,

ftretching S. 13 E. to a point where I obferved

the latitude to be 55° 10'; longitude 228° 28'.

From this point, and for two leagues to the north

of it, the width of the channel did not exceed a

league and a half ; but, as w7e advanced to the

fouth, it again increafed in its width to two and

three leagues. The weftern fhore appeared to be

much broken, and the land to be more elevated

than on the eaftern fide, which is of a moderate

height, and is covered with wood.

From this ftation the eaftern fhore took a di-

rection S. 30 E. for five miles, and then turned"

fhort to the eaftward and north-eaft, appearing

to divide the ifland of Gravina by a paffage about

two miles wide, in which were feen innumerable

rocks and rocky iflets ; but the hazinefs of the

wxathcr did not permit our acquiring any com-

petent knowledge of them, or of the fhores form-

ing the palfage.

*I wTas much inclined to purfue our way home
by this channel, as in all probability it wTould

have materially fhortened our journey, and made

\t lefs laborious, by following a more direct line,

and
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and in fmooth water ; but as the main branch

Hill led to the fouth, it was evidently the moil

proper for the veffels to navigate, and I was for

that reafon extremely anxious that it ihould un-

dergo our examination. We therefore pafTed by

this opening, and continued our route until near

ten o'clock, when we refted for the night in a

fmall cove near a point, fituated in latitude 55°

O' 3G /;

, longitude 228° 40f
. This point I named

Point Davison, in compliment to Alexander

Davifon, Efq. the owner of our ftorefhip. Here,

in confequence of a ftrong gale of wind from the

fouth-weft, attended with a heavy rain, we palfed

a very difagreeable night. By the dawn of day,

Wednefday the 14th, the wind was lefs violent,

and we departed from this unpleafant ftation

;

but the agitation of the fea much retarded our

progrefs, until wre paffed a projecting point of

land, which 1 diftinguifhed by the name of Point

Percy, when we derived fome tolerable affift-

ance from our fails for the firft time during this

excurfiorio

Point Percy is the weftern extremity of a long

narrow clufter of low iilands, lying S. 5 W. from

point Davifon, diftant four miles. This clufter

of iflands and rocks feems to extend about five

miles in an E. N. E. direction, nearly uniting to

the cafteni fhore, which is much broken both on

the north and fouth of thefe iflands, and appears

to
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to form another divifion of the ifland of Gravina.

From point Percy, the fouth point of this land,

or ifles of Gravina, which I named Cape Nor-

thumberland, in honor of that illuftrious fa-

mily, lies S. 65 E. at the diftance of three leagues.

Our courfe was directed thither through feveral

clufters of dangerous rocks, lying in all directions

a confiderable diftance from the Ihore, with very

irregular foundings from four to thirty fathoms

water ; the weeds, however, which grow in their

neighbourhood, are a fufficient warning in the

day time to avoid thofe dangers.

About noon I landed on a fmall illand lying to

the fouth from cape Northumberland, where I

obferved the latitude to be 54° 5
1 J', longitude 228°

55V ; from this ifland, w7hich is tolerably high, I

gained a very diftin6t view ofthefurrounding rocks

and breakers in all directions ; the outermoft of

thefe towards the north-weft lies N. 5 7 W. three

miles and a half diftant, thofe towards the fouth-

weftS. 67W. four miles and a half; thefouthern-

moft, which were the furtheft off, fouth fix miles

and a half ; and the fouth- eafternmoft S. 50 E.

five miles diftant. The intermediate fpaces were

occupied by an immenfe number of rocks and

breakers. From hence alfo the weft point of en-

trance into this arm of the fea, called by Senr

Caamano cape de Chacon, lies S. 67 W. eight or

nine leagues, and cape Fox, E. by S. five leagues

diftant.
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diftant. About a mile to the north-eaftward of

us, on a high detached rock, were the remains of

a large village, much more expofed to the incle-

mency of the weather than any refidence of the

natives I had before feen. Here was found a fe-

pulchre of a peculiar chara&er. It was a kind

of vault, formed partly by the natural cavity of

the rocks, and partly by the rude artifb of the

country. It was lined with boards, and contained

fome fragments ofw arlike implements, lying near

a fquare box covered with mats and very curioufly

corded down. This we naturally conje&ured

contained the remains of fome perfon of confe-

quence, and it much excited the curiofity of fome

of our party \ but as the further examination

could not poflibly have ferved any ufeful purpofe,

and might have given umbrage and pain to the

friends of the deceafed, fliould it be their cuftara

to vifit the repositories of their dead, I did not

think it right that it fhould be difturbed. Not

from motives of fuperftition as fome were then

pleafed to fuppofe, but from a conviction, that

it was highly proper to reftrain our curiofity,

when, it tended to no good purpofe whatever.

Our courfe w7as direded from hence acrofs the

fouth-eaft entrance of the Canal de Revilla Gi~

gedo, with a favorable gale, though we were not

more fortunate in being able to fee round us,

than when wc palled the fame region on the 4th

;

for



1793 -] ROUND THE WORLD. 1QI

for immediately after noon the weather became

extremely thick and hazy, with intervals of. fog.;

and, towards the evening, a very heavy fwell

rolled from the S. W. and broke upon the fhores

with great violence, and with every other ap-

pearance of an approaching ftorm. Before dark,

however, we reached the cove that had afforded

us fhelter under fimilar circumftances on the

evening of the 3d ; here we refted for the night,

which was more temperate than we had reafou

to expedt, and early on the following morning,

Thurfday the 15th, we again bent our way to-

wards the veffels.

In the forenoon we reached that arm of the

fea, whofe examination had occupied our time

from the 27th of the preceding to the 2d of this

jnonth. The diftance from its entrance to its

fource is about 70 miles ; which, in honor of the

noble family of Bentinck, I named Portland's

Channel.

Our provifions being now fo nearly exhaufted,

that we each dined this day on half a pint of peas,

we were under the neceffity of keeping on our

oars, or under fail, all night ; and about feveri

in the morning of Friday the 16th, we arrived on

board, much to the fatisfa&ion of all parties, as

we had now been almoft intirely confined to the

boats for twenty-three days ; in which time we
had traverfed upwards of 700 geographical miles,

without



IQ1 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [AUGUST,

without having advanced our primary obje£t of

tracing the continental boundary, more than 20

leagues from the ftation of the veffels. Such

were the perplexing, tedious, and laborious means

by which alone we were enabled by degrees to

trace the north-weftern limits of the American

continent.

Our return was attended with much relief to

the feelings of thofe on board, who had begun to

fuffer the greateft anxiety for our welfare ; all

of whom I had the fatisfaction of finding per-

fectly well, and alfo that the feveral requifite fer-

vices were completed, and that the wreather had

been fufficiently clear to admit of fuch agrono-

mical obfervations being procured as were fatis-

fa&ory for all our purpofes.

By the timely aAlliance, and the great care

that had been taken of the two wounded men,

who were each valuable in their refpective ftations,

they were both in a fair way of recovery ; and as

we had no object to detain us longer in this fitua-

tion, I gave directions that every thing fhould be

taken from the fhore, and the veiTels got in rea-

dinefs to proceed down the inlet in the morning,

Mr. Johnftone had returned on the 3oth of

July. I learned from him, that on his quitting

the ihip he had been greatly retarded in his pro-

grefs fouthward, by ftrong breezes that prevailed

from that quarter, and that it was not until five

in
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in the evening of the 24th, that he and his party

reached the northernmoft opening, or bay, that

we had paffed by in the {hip. They ufed their

utmoft endeavors to commence their furvey on

the continental fhore at point Mafkelyne ; but

the wind, attended with much fea, being ad-

verfe to this defign, they entered this opening,

in order to profecute the further examination of

it, until the weather might become more mode-

rate. This engaged but little of their time, as

it proved to be only a fpacious bay, with a very

fhallow bank extending from its fhores in all di-

rections ; along this they rowed with fcarcely a

fufiicient depth of water for the boats, until they

arrived at its north-eaft end, when the water

fuddenly deepened from five feet to two and five

fathoms, and then as fuddenly became fhallow

again. The bank, which was flat a long way

from the fhore quite round the bay, prevented

their landing for the night, and obliged them to

come to a grapnel and reft in the boats. The

fmall opening in the fhallow bank was the mouth

of a little river, not exceeding in width, accord-

ing to Mr, Johnflone's eftimation, a fhip's length

;

and from every appearance it feemed to be navi-

gable only for canoes. Through this narrow

entrance both the flood and ebb tide rufhed with

great force, but more particularly the latter ; and

though it is not more than four miles from the

Vol. IV. O main
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main arm, where the water is in all refpe6ls com-

pletely oceanic, that which was difcharged here

at the latter part of the ebb was perfe&ly frefh.

The natives, who had vifked the fhips when in

its vicinity, now paid their refpe£ls to the boats,

and by repeating their vifit in the night, occa-

fioned fome little alarm to the party. They had

fbon, however, the fatisfa&ion of being con-

vinced, that thefe Indians had no inhofpitable

deiign; for, on their being made fenfible that

their attendance was unfeafonable, they imme-

diately retired, after throwing fome fifh into one

of the boats. On the Indians firft meeting; our

party in the evening, they had been defired to

procure them fome fifh ; this they promifed to

do, and it is therefore charitable to fuppofe, that

this was the object of their late vifit.

In the morning of the 25th, being aiTifted by

a ftrong ebb tide, they quitted this fmall river,

which, with the other in port Effington obferved

in Mr. Whidbey's late excurfion, are the only

two ftreams that had vet been difcovered to the

north of the river Columbia. Thefe are too in-

fignificant to be dignified by the name of rivers,

and in truth fcarcely deferve the appellation of

rivulets ; but fhould it hereafter be thought ex-

pedient, in fupport of the late prevailing conceits,

and to eftablifn the pretended difcoveries of De
Font, De Fonta, or Be Fuentes, that one of thefe

brooks
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brooks fhould be confidered as the Rio de los

Revs leading into lake Bell, I muft beg leave to

premife, that neither of their entrances will be

met with under the parallels of 43, 5 3, or 63 de-

grees of north latitude ; thefe being the feveral

different pofitions affigned to the entrance of this

moffc famous Rio de los Revs, by fpecuiative

clofet navigators.

Had any river or opening in the coaft cxifted

near either the 43d or 53d parallel of north la-

titude, the plaufible fyftem that has been erected

wTould moft likely have been deemed perfed:;

but, unfortunately for the great ingenuity of its

hypothetical projectors, our practical labours have

thus far made it totter ; the pofition of the former

ftream, feen by Mr. Whidbey, falling into port Bf-

fington, being in latitude 54° 1 5', that of the latter,

in latitude 54° 5Q
/

; neither ofwhich will corref-

pond with any of the pofitions above mentioned.

The 25th was wholly employed by Mr. John-

ftone's party in reaching point Mafkelyne, where

the next morning they re-commenced the furvey

of the continental fhore from this point, purfuing

it up a branch that took immediately a fou tIl-

ealt direction from it, until late in the afternoon,

when it was found to terminate in latitude 54°

20', longitude 230° 2l/. Its iliores approach

within about half a mile of the north-eaft part

of port Ellington. The fcuth-weil iliores of this

O 2 arm
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arm were nearly ftraight and compadl, its general

width from one and a half to two miles, except-

ing about fix or feven miles within the entrance,

where it was much narrower. From the head

of this branch they returned along the north-eaft

ihore, and about dark entered a narrow opening,

which, on the morning of the 2/th, was found

to ftretch irregularly, firft towards the north and

N. W. near four miles, and then to the B. N. E.

to latitude 54° 3li 7
, longitude 230° if/. This

branch, generally preferving the width of a mile,

decreafed at the end of its north -wefterly courfe,
j

by the projection of two points, to about 50 fa-
\

thorns. The point extending from the weftern

ihore is a remarkably fteep, rocky precipice, and

at high water becomes an ifland. This had for-

merly been appropriated to the refidence of a

very numerous tribe of Indians, whofe habita-

tions were now fallen into decay, but it ftill re-

tained the appearance of having been one of the

mod confiderable and populous villages that Mr.

Johnftone had yet feen. On their return its en-

trance was reached about noon ; and the la-

titude ebfervcd there was 54° 24', longitude

230° 10'.

As it was in this arm that Mr. Brown had

found occafion to chaftize the natives by cannon-

ading their village, our party was much furprized

that not a fingle inhabitant fhould have been feen,

fmce .
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fmce thofe who had vifited them on the 2 -lth at

night ; this induced a more minute examination

of the fhores, and in the morning of the 28th,

their attention was more particularly directed to

thofe of that bay in which as they had under-

ftood the affray had happened. At the head of

it was found a fmall projecting rock, on which

were the remains of a few Indian habitations that

appeared to have been very recently deferted. The

holes where the fliot had made their w7ay through

the houfes, proved it to be the identical place

defcribed by Mr. Brown.

As they kept along the eaft or continental

fhore, they arrived in the main inlet by a narrow

channel about half a mile long, and about two

miles to the eaftward of the place where they

had entered it, making the intermediate land an

illand, a league long, and half a league broad.

Behind this ifland was a fmall arm extending to

the fouth-eaft, about two miles, and then to the

north-eaft about twice that diftance. The fol-

lowing day another fmall arm about three quar-

ters of a mile wide was entered in latitude 54°

4,r
/, longitude 22y° 50§? ; which, after ftretching

ing four miles to the N. N. E. divided into two

branches, one taking a courfe of about a league

N. by E. where it joined the main inlet, making

the weftern land an ifiand lying about N, N. E,

and S. S, W, five miles in length, and half a

O 3 league
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league broad ; the other extending irregularly to-

wards the S. E. where, in latitude 54° 4oiy , lon-

gitude 230° 13', it terminated in low marfhy

land, like the generality of the others which we

had explored.

The furvey of this arm occupied the party the

whole of the 2Qth, and on the 30th they entered

the onlyopening remaining unexamined. ItsS.W.

point of entrance, off which lie fome rocky iflets,

is fituated in latitude 54°51| /
, longitude 22y°

57'; this is about a mile in width, and termi-

nated at the diltance of about fix miles from its

entrance, in a direction N. 50 E.

Having thus accomplillied the fervice they

were fent to perform, Mr. Johnftone returned

with his party towards the fhips, where they ar-

rived about nine in the evening, after experienc-

ing, during this excurfion, nearly an uninterrupt-

ed feries of fair and pleafant weather.

Nothing of any note having occurred during

my abfence, I fhall conclude this chapter by the

infertion of the agronomical and nautical obfer-

vations made at this place ; and, in confequence

of our having been fo fortunate as to be able to

obtain thpfe that were effentiai for correcting our

former furvey, and for our future regulation in

that refpeft, this branch obtained the name of

Observatory Inlet ; and the cove, where the

veflels were ftationed, that of Salmon Cove;

from
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from the abundance of that kind of fifh that were

there taken.

ASTRONOMICAL AND NAUTICAL OBSERVATIONS,

Longitude of the obfervatory, by Kendall's

chronometer, on the 24th of July, accord-

ing to the Reftoration-bay rate - 230° 5S' 15"

Arnold's No. 14, by the fame rate - 230 9 45

Ditto, No. 176, ditto - - 230 21 30

Ditto, No. 82, ditto, on board the Chatham 230 10

Longitude of the obfervatory, deduced from lunar diftances,

9 fets taken by Mr. Whidbey, on 27th July,

0 eaft of d - - 229° 56' 37"

15 fets by ditto, on 28th July, Q eaft of d 230 7 9

16 ditto, 29, ditto, 230 9 25

12 ditto, 30, ditto, 230 8 59

6 ditto, 31, ditto, 230 4 47

12 ditto, 11th Aug. 0 weft of d 230 34 34

16 ditto, 12, ditto 230 36 16

12 ditto, 15, ditto 230 26 49

The mean of -

93 fets, colleftively taken - • 230 15 32

12 fets by Mr. Baker, 28th July, Q eaft of d 230 4 27

16 ditto, 29, ditto 229 58 33

12 ditto, 30, ditto 230 10

12 ditto, nth Aug. ©weft of 4 230 34 36

12 ditto, 12, ditto 230 12 12

12 ditto, -15, ditto 230 25 2

The mean of ,

76 fets, colkdlvcly taken - - 230 15 10

9 fets by Mr.Orchard, 27th July, © eaft of d 230 7 5

12 ditto, 28, ditto 230 4 41

16 ditto, %% ditto 229 55 25

10 ditto, 30, ditto 230 13 16

O 4
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1 2 ditto, 1 1th Aug.$ weft of t 230* 38' 54"

16 ditto, 12, ditto 230 5 28

8 ditto, 15, ditto 230 16 36

The mean of

13 fets colkaively taken T - 230 21 20

2 fets by Mr. Ballard, 27th July, © eaft of & 229 46 45

12 ditto, 28, ditto 330 7 48

16 ditto, 29, ditto 230 2 39

6 ditto, 30, ditto 230 15 7

1 2 ditto, 1 1th Aug. 0 weft of £ 230 34 23

12 ditto, 12, ditto 230 31 41

12 ditto, 15, ditto 230 17 48

The mean of

72 fets, colkaively taken - - 230 16 39

6 fets, by Mr. Pigot, 30th July, 0 eaft of d 230 13 12

6 ditto, 31, ditto 230 2 55

5 ditto, 12th Aug. 0 weft of d 230 22 21

The mean of

17 fets, colkaively taken - - 230 12 8

The mean of the whole, amounting to 346

fets, each fet, as ufual, containg 6 obferva-

tions, colkaively taken - - 230 16 30

Latitude, by 12 meridional altitudes of the

fun, and one meridional altitude of a ftar,

differing from 55° 15' to 55° 16^', gave a

mean refult of - - 55 15 24

Allowing the true longitude of the obfervatory

to be 230° 16' 30", and by ten days' corre-

fponding altitudes, Kendall's chronometer

was, at noon on the 15th of Auguft, found

to be faft of mean time at Grenwich 2h 32' 15" 42'"

And gaining, per day, on mean time, at the

rate of - - - 24 23

Arnold's
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Arnold's No. 14, faft ofmean time at Green-

wich - - - 2
h 20' 46" 42'"

And gaining, per day, at the rate of - 19 37

Arnold's No 176, faft of mean time at

Grenwich - - 5 37 13 42

And gaining, per day, at the rate of - 42 54

Arnold's No. 82, faft of meantime at ditto 6 39 2 42

And gaining, per day - - 32 25

The variation of the magnetic needle, by

four compafTes, on fhore, in 40 fets of

azimuths, differing from 22° 16' to 28° 16',

gave a mean refult of - 25° 18' eaftwardly.

The vertical inclination of the magnetic

needle was,

Marked end North, face Eaft - 74 33

Ditto ditto, Weft - . 76 33

Marked end South, face Eaft - 75 53

Ditto ditto, Weft - 76 47

Mean inclination of marine dipping

needle - - 75 54|

The tide wa
t
s obferved to rife generally about

1 6 feet, and to be high water l
h 8' after the

moon pa{fed the meridian.

N. B. The longitude of the feveral ftations

between Reftoration bay and Obfervatory inlet

are corrected by the obfervations made at the

latter place.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VI.

Quit Obfervaiory Inlet—Proceed to the North*wefi

Defcription of Port Stewart— Vijited by the Na-

tives—Account of two Boat Excurfons.

THE route by which the veiTels had advanced

to Salmon cove, being infinitely better for

them to purfue towards cape Caamano, than the

intricate channel through which I had pafled in

the boats, we weighed with the intention of di-

recting our courfe thus about fix in the morning

of Saturday the l/th; but having a ftrong gale

from the fouthward, we made little progrefs

windward.

On heaving up the bell bower anchor, we

found the cable nearly divided, and although this

cable had been *very little ufed, it was intirely

worn out ; under this circumftance, I thought

we were very fortunate in laving the anchor,

which, had the cable broke, mult have fallen to

a fathomlefs depth.

By eight in the evening, we had advanced

about feven miles from Salmon cove, where we
anchored for the night, near fome rocks on the

weftern fhore, in 85 fathoms water, and fteadied

with
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with a hawfer to the trees on the fhore. At five

the following morning, Sunday the 18th, we
again made fail with the tide in our favor, but

with a flrong unfavorable gale from the fouth-

ward, with fqually.and mifty weather
; and, not-

withftanding the wind was very powerful, the

fhip was fo much affed:ed by counter currents,

that both (laying and wearing wrere attended with

many difappointments, and accomplished with

great difficulty. Thefe very unpleafant inter-

ruptions conftantly attended our navigating this

broken region. The Chatham drew three feet

lefs water only than the Difcovery ; and it is a

circumllance worthy of remark, that fhe but fel-

dom felt, and never in an equal degree, the in-

fluence of thefe contending flreams, by which

we had been lb continually annoyed. Thefe

were fometimes indicated by ripplings on the

furface of the water, but at others we felt their

effe£i, though there were no vifible figns of their

exifience.

As we pa{Ted the fmall rivulet that Mr. John-

flone had vifitcd, we again obferved the fea to

be covered, to the depth of two or three feet, by

a very light coloured muddy water, under which

it evidently retained its oceanic colour and qua-

lities.

The Indians, inhabiting the neighbourhood,

approached us without fear, and feemed very

friendly
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friendly difpofed, bat no one of them would ac-

company us to the oppofite fhore ; where, about

three in the afternoon, on the flood-tide making

againft us, we anchored in 45 fathoms water,

and, as before, {readied by a hawfer to the trees.

During ihe afternoon the wind blew ftrong (roin

the fouthward, and our time was employed in

replacing our difabled cable with a new one. A
want of wind, and the flood-tide, prevented our

weighing until nine the Mlowirxg morning,

Monday the IQth, when, with the ebb tide, we

again proceeded, but did not reach the entrance

of Obfervatory inlet until two o'clock in the

morning of Tuefday the 20th ; a diftance of not

more than 13 leagues from Salmon cove.

The weft point of Onfcrv^cry inlet I diftin-

guiflied by calling it Poltp Wales, after my
much-efteemed friend, Mr. Wales, of Chrift's.

Hofpital ; to whole kind initruilion, in the early

part of my life, I am indebted for that informa-

tion which has enabled me to traverfe and deli-

neate theie lonely regions.

Having; again reached Chatham's found, wc

lay to until day-light, when our courfe was di-

rected along the northern fhore, to the fouthward

of the iflets and rocks that lie off cape Fox, paf-

fing between two and three miles of the north

fide of Dtmdas's ilkmd, along which are a great

number of rocks, W. by S. three miles from its

north-
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north-weft point, which is fituated in latitude

54° 38', and longitude 22<f 20', lies a fmaller

ifland, furroanded by many rocks ; it appeared

to be about two leagues in circuit, and is called

in Senr Caamano's chart, the Ifle de Zayas. A
favorable breeze now attended us

; and, by our

obfervations, the latitude at noon was 54° 44',

longitude 228° 59'. In this fituation, the north

fide of Dundas's ifland bore, by compafs, from

N. 80 E. to S. 82 E. ; the ifland of Zayas, S. 55

E. to S. 73 diftant three or four leagues ; the

fouthernmoft of the rocks, lying off cape Nor-

thumberland N. 89 W., three miles and a half

;

(this is a round lump of barren rock, very fmall,

always above water, and which has fome breakers

lying at a little diftance off its fouth-eaft fide ;)

and the fouth-eafternmoft of thofe rocks N. 22

W. This laft lies from the fouth rock N. 4 3 E.,

diftant four miles and a half, and is a low, flat,

double rock, always above water, and has much

broken ground in its neighbourhood.

In the afternoon we palled the fouth -weftern-

moft ofthe above rocks. Thefe latter are two fmall

rocks, above water, with much broken ground

to the north and north-eaft of them, and in a

dire<ft line towards the fouth-eafternmoft rocks;

they bear by compafs, from the fouth rock, N.

44 W., five miles and a half diftant. Between

thefe and the caftern fhore lie many dangerous

rocks
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rocks and breakers ; but as we palled the fouth

rock, I did not obferve any danger to the north

of it, between it and the other rocks ; where the

channel, to all appearance, feemed to be as free

from impediments, as that which we were pur-

fuing towards the weftern fhore of Senr Caama-

no's fuppofed ftraits of De Font,, Having at this

time a frefh gale from the S. W., with a very

threatening unpleafant appearance of weather,

which however gave us no other annoyance than

a little rain, we were enabled to make great pro-

grefs, and pafled a fmall opening that, for a fhort

diftance, took a fouth-wefterly direction. Its en-

trance is fituated in latitude 54° 58", longitude

228° 22'; from whence, about a league N. by W*,

an extenfive found was pafled, taking a fouth-

wefterly direction, and appearing to be divided

into feveral branches, with fome iflands lying be-

fore its entrance. From this found, which I

have diflinguifhed as Moira's Sound, after the

noble Earl of that title, the weftern fhores takes

a direction nearly north, and forms fome bays

;

the largeft of thefe, fituated in latitude 55° 8 /
,

has, in and before it, feveral fmall iflets; the

outermoft is by far the largelt ; and as it, in

many points of view, refembled a wedge, it ob-

tained the name of Wedge Island ; from its

fouth point lies a ledge of dangerous rocks, on

-which the fea broke with great violence.

The
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The land in the neighbourhood of Moira's

found is high, and rather fteep to the fea : but as

we advanced beyond Wedge ifland, the ftraight

and compact fliores were more moderately ele-

vated, and the interior country was compofed of

lofty, though uneven mountains, producing an

almoft impenetrable foreft of pine trees, from the

water fide nearly to their fummits ; but by no

means fo high as thofe we had been accuftomed

to fee in the more inland countries. About eight

in the evening, {till continuing along the wef-

tern fhore, we arrived off a projecting point,

fituated in latitude 55° iGf'j longitude 228° 18',

where, gaining foundings at the depth of 47 fa-

thoms, we anchored for the night about a quar-

ter of a mile from the fhore.

The winds were light and variable the next

morning, Wednefday the 21 ft,- but having a flood

tide in our favor we again proceeded, and foon

afterwards we palled the entrance of another

found, which in extending to the fouthward di-

vided into feveral branches; this I called Chol-
iuondeleys Sound. A fmall ifland lies to the

north* weft of its entrance, the eaft point of which

lies N. 75 W., two miles and a half from the

point, under which we had laft anchored. Noon
brought us by our obfervations to the latitude of

55° 22', longitude 228° 2 1'. In this fituation we
had a morediftindl view of the two srreat branches

id
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of this arm of the fea, than we had as yet ob-

tained. That leading to the north-eaft, being

the fame we had paffed through in the boats, we
were In fome meafure acquainted with, but the

other ftretching to the north-weft appeared of

greater extent, and feemed to be the main branch

of the inlet.

On reference to Senr Caamano's chart, a very

diftant land on its north-eaftern Ihore appeared

to be that to which he had given his own name*

We were now much higher up the inlet than that

gentleman had been, and as the land in that

neighbourhood did not appear to form any con-

fpicuous point, and as I wifhed to commemorate

his refearches, I gave his name to the point that

divided the two branches, calling it Cape Caa-

MANO, which, in our then fituation, bore by

compafs N. 50 W. four or five miles diftant, and

is fituated in latitude 55° 2q', longitude 228° 1 fi

The north-eafternmoft land before mentioned in

the north-weft branch, bore by compafs N. 04

W., its remoteft part on the oppofite Ihore, N*

80 W., and its fouth point of entrance S. 74 W»
To the fouthward of this point another opening

of much apparent confequence extended in a pa-

rallel direction, and the (bores in its neighbour-

hood feemed to be greatly divided.

The weather being calm, a good opportunity

was afforded to a party of the natives from the

weftern
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\veftern fhore to pay us a vifit. They approached

us with little hefitation, and one amongft their

number, who bore the character of an inferior

chief, requefted our permiffion to be admitted

on board. On this being granted, he gave us to

tmderftaitd that he was acquainted with mod of

the traders on the coaft, and faid that he belonged

to a powerful chief whofe name was Q-non-riis-

toy, the U-en-Smoket, of U-en-Stikin, and pointed

out his refidence to be up the north -weft branch*

He defired we would fire a gun, on the report of

which this great chief would viiit us, with an

abundance of falmon and fea otter ikins to barter

for our commodities* His requeft being com-

plied with, he defired to know if T intended to

go tip the north-weft branch, and on being an-

fwered in the affirmative he appeared to be much
pleafed ; but on being told that we Ihould firft

vifit that to the north-eaft,the intelligence feemed

not only to produce in him a great difappoint-

inent, but to incur his difapprobatiom He en-*

deavoured to make us underftand, that in thofe

jregions we fhould neither meet with chiefs, ikins>

nor any thing worthy out refearch ; and that the

people who refided in that quarter were great

thieves, and very bad men,

Not being more than a dozen miles at this

time from Efcape point, the greateft attention

was paid to the countenances and deportment of

VoLe IV. P thete
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thefe ftrangers, uiing our endeavours to recog-

nize in them any of the treacherous tribe by

•whom we had fo recently been attacked ; but as

1ve did not difcover a face that we had ever feen

before, we wxre led to believe there might be

fome truth in the character now given of thofe

refident up the north-eaft branch. I had, how^

ever, long been convinced, that, confidently with

prudence, little reliance ought to be placed in

fuch reprefentations ; for had our reception by

thofe people been the very oppofite to what we

had experienced, this man's report wTould moli

probably have been the fame, as he was not of

their fociety. All the tribes of Indians we had late-

ly met, had ufed every endeavour and artifice to

tempt us to their habitations, but their motives

for fuch preffing felicitations we were not able to

difcover.

About two o'clock a breeze fprang up from the

fouth weft, with which our courfe was fo di-

reded as to pafs to the north-eaft of cape Caa~

mano, along the weftern fhore of the north -eaf~

tern branch ; which when our vifitors perceived,

they declined attending us any further ; and as

the chief on his coming on board had given me
the fkin of a fea otter recently killed, I made

him an ample return, and added a piece of blue

cloth, which I defired he would prefent in my
name to his chief Onomnftoy. This he under-

took
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took to perform with much apparent pleafure
y

and on my promifmg to vifit their neighbour-

hood, he took leave of lis, feemingly well fatisfied

ivith his reception.

On this occafion I was much difpofed to pro-

ceed up the north-weft branch, until we fhould

meet a convenient flopping place for the veflels;

but as there was yet a probability that the un-

explored openings On the weftern fhore might

communicate with that branch, or poffibly with

the ocean further to the north, I was induced to

feek an anchorage nearly midway between the

points in queftion. For this purpofe the Ghat-

ham was fent a-head, and in the evening lhe

made the fignal for having difcovered an eligible

port on the weftern fhore, in which fhe fliortly

anchored ; but the wind failing us, we were

compelled to anchor at eight in the evening on

the outfide in 54 fathoms water, and fteadied as

before with a hawfer to the trees ; having in our

way, about two leagues to the north of cape Caa-

manOj pafled a tolerably deep bay, with fome

iflands in it, which I did not confider fufficiently

centrical for our purpofe.

Thurfday the 22d> The port was found to be

formed by a fmall, though very convenient bay,

with leveral iflets lying before it, which fecured

it from the wind in all dire&ions ; and being

fituated and circumftanced much to my wilhes,

P 2 we
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we ran in and moored in fixteen fathoms water^

fandy bottom, about a cable's length from the

weftern fhore. The fouth point of the port bore

by compafs S. &0 E., the bottom N. 52 W., anti

the north point N. £W. j the intermediate fpace,

between the north- and the footh point of the

port, was chkfiy occupied by iflets and rocks^

admitting of channels in various dire&ions. The
fouthemmoft of thefe iflets, having a lafe paffage

all round it, bore by compafs N. 4& E*

Great plenty of excellent water was found clofe

tt hand. The flhores continuing!; ftill of a mode-

rate height, and being covered with pine trees*

berry buflies, and other fiirubs, rendered this as

eligible a fituation as we were likely to obtain.

The boats were immediately prepared for two

long excurfiofts; Mr, Whfdbey in the Difeovery's

large cutter, accompanied by Lieutenant Baker

la the launch, with fuppiies for a fortnight, were

to proceed and finifh the funrey of thofe branches,

which I had been obliged to decline towards the

conclufion of my Iaft excurfion y and afterwards*

to continue their refearches along the continental

iliore, fo long as their provifions might laft, or

till it led them back to the ftation of the veffels.

To Mr. Johnftone, with the two cutters, as

ufual; the other expedition was entrufted with

provifions for ten days. He was to return to cape

Caaraano, for the purpofe of examining the ftar**

board
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board fhore of the north-weft branch, until he

fliould find it communicate with the ocean. With

ihefe dire&ions both parties proceeded early in

the morning of Friday the 23d,

The fituation of this port was nearly oppofite

to, and about four miles diftant from, Traitor's

cove ; but as we now faw no fmoke or other flgn

of inhabitants, I concluded that the inhofpitable

natives had abandoned that ftation.

In the forenoon, the Indians who had attended

us on the 2 1 ft vilked us again, though without

any addition to their party. The man, to whofe

care I had configned the prefent for his chief,

told me, that in a day or two Ononniftoy would

pay us a vifit. He faid the chief was at fome

diftance, and that it would require time to pre-

pare for his journey; in the mean while he foli-

cited a further prefent for him, as a teftimony of

our friendly intentions. With no fmail difficulty

he made me underftand that molafles would be

very acceptable to Ononni/toy, with fome bread

to eat with it. Accordingly, thefe, with fuch

other articles as I confidered the occafion de-

manded, were entrufted to his care, and he de-

parted the next morning.

The weather, fince the evening of the 2 lift,

had been very rainy, attended with ftrong winds

and fqualls from the S. E., which continued un-

til the morning of Sunday the 25th; when the

P 3
'

Iky
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fky being ferene and clear, T was enabled to pro-

cure fome good obfervations for afcertaining the

fituation of this place, and found them to agree

very nearly with my calculation in our late boat

excurfion. The fouthernmoft ifland noticed off

this port having then been a particularly marked

point.

About midnight we wrere diflurbed by the

fmging of a party of the natives, as they entered

the harbour ; from wThofe noife we were at firft

led to fuppofe them a very numerous tribe, but,

on a nearer approach, it proved to be only one

canoe containing feventeen perfons ; who, after

paddling round the veflels with their ufual for-

malities, landed not far from the fhip, where they

remained finging until day-break. It appeared

that much time had been bellowed on the deco-

ration of their perfons ; their faces were painted

after various fancies, and their hair was powdered

with very delicate white down of young fea fowls.

With the fame ceremony they again approached

the fhip, and then came along fide with the

greateft confidence.

The chief of the party, named Kanaut> re-

quefted permiffion to come on board, which

being immediately granted, he prefented me with

a fea otter Ikin, and on my making him a proper

acknowledgment, he defired that a traffic with

bis people and ourg might be entered into ; in

the
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the condudt of which they proved themfelves to

be keen traders, though, in their praife it mull

be acknowledged, they obfervcd the ftri&eft ho-

nefty and propriety in the whole of their dealings,

which were accompanied by a cheerful, fociable,

and friendly difpofition. Thefe good folks con-

tinued in our neighbourhood until Wednefday

the 28th; when, having difpofed of fuch articles

as they were inclined to part writh, they took a

rnofl friendly leave, feemingly much pleafed with

their vifit, and fpeaking in the higheft terms of

Qnonnijioy ; who they acknowledged as their

chief, and the head of a very numerous tribe.

In the afternoon Mr, Whidbey and his party

returned, after having traced the boundaries of

the continental fhore, from the place where I had

quitted it to this ftation. The feveral arms that

I had left unexamined were found to be of little

extent.

The party did not purfue the exa& route by

which I had proceeded to the firft of thefe arms,

but by miftakc entered the fourth opening, which

I had paffed by on the evening of the 11th, and

found that it communicated with the third open-

ing, making the intermediate land, as I then fuf-

pedled it to be, an ifland, which, after one of the

gentlemen of the Chatham, obtained the name

of Bell's Island; it was about two leagues

Jong, lying in a norths :aft and fouth-weft direc-

P 4 tion.
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tion. This led to the examination of the thircj

opening, which, in latitude 55° 57', longitude

228° 42', was found to terminate in the ufuai

manner ; and from its head, nearly in a fouth di-

rection four miles, it communicated with the

channel I had purfued ; having in that route palTed

the fifth opening, and another leading to the

north behind Bell's i-Hand. The Ihores of this,

channel, in fame places not more than a quarter

of a mile apart, were high, fteep, and rocky, yet

covered with pine trees,

Rainy unpleafant weather, attended with ad-

verfe winds, rendered their progrefs fo flow, that-

it was feven in the morning of the 25th before

they reached the firft unexamined opening, which

after the furgeon of the Chatham I called Wal-
ker's Cove ; this was found to take a dire&ion

N. Go E. about two leagues, where it terminated

in low marfhy land, extending a fmall diftance

from the high fteep rocky barren precipices of

the furrounding Ihores. Qn returning, they

paffed between fome fmall rocky iflets, lying off

its northern point of entrance; on thefe were pro-r

duced fome groveling pine trees, and about their

Ihores were a great number of fea otters. The

next objed of their purfuit was \yhat I had con-

fidered as a bay, lying from Walker's cove N. 27

W., diftant about five miles. This was found to

be about one mile and a half deep, and a mil©
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wide ; the fliores, for the moft part, were mode-

rately elevated, covered with wood, and termi-

nated at the bottom by a fandy beach ; from

hence in their way to point Fitz-Gibbon three

other fmall bays or coves were examined.

Although I was perfectly fatisfied with my own
examination of Burroughs bay, yet from the

jmuddy appearance and frefhnefs of its water, I

was induced to dire£t this further examination,

which however difcovered no new circumftance,

excepting the addition of a thirdfmall brook flow-

ing in from its north-weft fide.

Thefe refearches were accompliftied on the

2.6th ; on their way that morning the party had

flopped to breakfaftat point Fitz-Gibbon, where

they had met fome Indians, w7ho were extremely

jcircumfped; and cautious in their behaviour.

One man by himfelf invited them at firft to

the (hore, whence, on feeing the boat ftop, he

retired; and presently four canoes, containing

about ten of the natives, made their appearance

from a fmall cove, a little to the fouthward of

the point ; one of thefe only advanced within

mufket fhot of the party, iinging fongs, and mak-f

ing fpeeches, but they could not be prevailed upon

to approach nearer, though every fign of friend-

fhip that could be thought of was made ufe of

for this purpofe ; and when the boats were pre^

paring for their departure, thefe good folks re-

tired
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tired into the cove from whence they had firft ap-

peared. As the boats proceeded the canoes were

foon again obferved to follow, having now in-

creafed their party to fifteen or twenty perfons*

They ftill continued to obferve the fame diftant

deportment, and on feeing the boats return they

croffed over, and landed on a point before the

boats on the northern fhore. Notwithstanding

that looking glalfes, and fome other trifling pre-

fents,were fattened to pieces of wood, and dropped

a-ftern for them whilft they continued to follow

the boats, and that thefe were all carefully picked

up by them, they could not be induced to leffen

the refpe^lful diftance they had at firft obferved*

When the boats came near to the point on

which thefe people had landed, all of them ex-

cepting three who remained behind, feemingly

for the purpofe of guarding their arms, and one

old man, who was feated on the rocks at fome

diftance, advanced unarmed to the water fide,

each bearing a creen bou2*h, and finding and

dancing in a rnoft favage and uncouth manner.

The boats remaihed ftationary whilft thefe rude

performances were exhibiting ; after which one

of the natives made figns that two perfons fhould

land from the boats, and immediately they laid

down on the rocks a long twift of white wrool,

which was confidered as an additional token of

peace ; it was, however, deemed rnoft prudent

to
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to decline their invitations, and having thrown

them a few trivial articles more, the boats pur-

fued the furvey of the continental fliore, and the

canoes returned to the place from whence they

had departed.

The behaviour of thefe people was fo totally

unlike the condu6l of any we had yet met with,

as to induce an opinion in Mr. Whidbey and his

party, that thefe Indians were a part of that tribe

who had attacked the yawl, and that the very ex-

traordinary exhibition they had made, was a iup-

plication for mercy and forgivenefs. Some of

the gentlemen then prefent having accompanied

me in my laft boat excurfion, were perfectly ia-

tisfied that fome of thefe Indians were amongft

the number of thofe treacherous people.

About feven in the morning of the 27th, they

entered the fmall arm above-mentioned to the

weftward of the third unexplored opening. This

was found to be about half a mile wide, ftretching

in a northerly direilion about a league, and there

terminating in latitude 55° 5/', longitude 228°

36', by a fandy beach, over which feveral ftreams

of frefh water milled with great impetuofity. The
land compofmg the upper part of this fmall arm

was of a moderate height, and thickly wooded.

Here they met another fmall party of the natives,

confifting of feven men only, who feemed to be

prepared to oppoie their landing. Their canoes



220 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [AUGUST^

were lodged clofe to them, near a miferable fmall

hut. After they had put on their war garments,

they advanced to meet the boat ; one of them

was armed with a mufket, and another with a

piftol ; thefe they cocked, whilft the other five,

each provided with a bow, and plenty of arrows,

had them in readinefs for immediate fervice. Be-

fide thefe, an elderly perfon made his appearance

at a little difiance ; he w7as without any weapon,

or his war garment, and whilfl he made long

fpeeches, he held in one hand the fkin of a bird,

and with the other plucked out the young feathers

and down, which at the conclufion of certain fen-

tences in his fpeech, he blew into the air. Thefe

a<£tions being confidered by Mr. Whidbey and

his party as overtures of peace, they threw fome

fpoons, and other trivial articles to the orator, and

gave him to underftand that they wanted fome-

thing to eat. This had the defired effed: ; for

this pacific individual ordered thofe who were

armed to retire, and fome falmon was foon

brought. He now directed the boats to come to

the rocks, where he delivered them the fifh, and

he received in return fuch articles as appeared to

be highly acceptable, ftill continuing to blow the

down into the air, as he plucked it from the bird's

{km.

This cuftom I had before noticed with the in-

habitants of this coaft, but had never fo good m
opportunity
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opportunity of feeing it pra&ifed, nor have I a

clear idea to what particular end it is directed ;

but as it has generally been accompanied by pa-

cific meafures, it is fair to prefume that it is in-

tended to difplay an hofpitable difpofition.

To have landed amongft thefe people, who ap-

peared to be fo watchful and to keep thernfelves

fo readily on their defence, could have anfwered

no good purpofe ; nor would it have been pru-

dent, for the fake of a more minute, though per-

haps not lefs equivocal, inquiry into thefe myfte-

rious ceremonies, to have attempted a further

acquaintance, at the rifk ofany mifunderftanding.

For thefe reafons, therefore, they were left in

quiet pofleffion of their dreary rocks ; every inch

of which they feemed difpofed to have difputed,

had our people perfifted contrary to their inclina-

tions ; particularly as it is by no means impro-

bable, that this party had either been concerned in

the attack upon the yawl, or that they had re-

ceived intelligence of that affray from fome of

their neighbours.

In the forenoon the fifth opening was examin-

ed. Its entrance is fituated S. 56 W., about a

league from that which they had juft quitted. It

was found to be not more than half a mile wide,

extending in a northerly direction about a league,

and then terminating in like manner with the

various other branches before defcribed.

The
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The fixth unexplored opening employed the

afternoon. This was found to be in general fome-

what lefs than a mile in width ; in it were fe-

veral funken rocks. It extended from its entrance

N. 50 W., about four miles, and there termi-

nated as above, in latitude 55° 5 ]', longitude 228°

1Q'. In a bay on the north-eaft fhore, the re-

mains of an Indian village, that had been for-

merly of confiderable extent, was obferved ; but

it was intirely over-run with weeds, fhrubs, and

fmall trees
;
amongft which the fmall fruited

crab was in the greateft abundance, and its fruit

was larger and better tafted than any before

found.

The weather during the greater part of this cx-

curfion having been rainy and very unpleafant,

and ftill continuing fo, the party were detained in

this arm until the forenoon of the 28th, w7hen

they proceeded to the laft opening I had left un-

examined ; and which, I had imagined, would

be found either to have communication with the

great north-weft branch, or to extend far to the

northward ; but it was now proved that I had

been miftaken in both thefe conjectures, as the

opening formed only a fpacious bay. Its entrance

was nearly a league wide, lying N. 8 W. and S„

8 E. ; its northernmoft point is fituated in lati-

tude 55° 48', longitude 228° 25', from whence

the north fide of the bay takes nearly a weft direc-

tion
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tion about a league and a half, forming in that

fpace three or four coves, and rounding fomewhat

irregularly to its fouthern point ofentrance; within

which is an ifland about a league in circuit, not

admitting of any navigable channel between it

and the fouth fide of the bay. The fhores bound-

ing this bay are very moderately elevated, thickly-

wooded, and terminating in a fandy beach nearly-

all round, The interior country was not very

high, particularly in the weftern quarter, where a

very low woodland country extended nearly as

far as the eye could reach. This low land, at the

diftance I had paffed in the boats, had put on an

appearance that induced me to believe it to be

much broken and divided. >

The examination of this bay concluded the

fervice the party had been fent to perform, and

they returned on board, keeping along the conti-

nental fhore as before ftated.

A Ihort interval of fair weather, with which

we had but feldom been indulged, enabled me in

the forenoon of Friday the 30th to make fome

further celeftial obfervations ; and in the after-

noon we were vtfited by a party of the natives

confiding of twenty-five perfons, who came in

three canoes from the fouthward. Thefe were

all intire ftrangers to us, and wrere conducted by

two chiefs, neither of whom wTas the famous

Qnonntfloy. They approached us with the fame

formalities

<
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formalities as thofe obferved by our former vifi-

tors, and if any juft conclufions were to be drawn

from their deportment on coming on board, we
had reafon to think them people of fome import-

ance ; and I was confequently induced to com-

pliment them with prefents fuitable to their ap-

parent rank. Thefe they accepted wTith indif-

ference, and appeared to be more engaged in

common converfation with each other, than in

noticing us or any of the furrounding objeds.

Early in the evening they retired to the fhore*

where they formed a temporary habitation ; and

the next morning, Saturday the Sift, we were

again favored with their company. They now
appeared to be more fociably inclined, and each

prefented me, in return for the civilities they re*

ceived the preceding evening, a fea otter Ikin,

and defired that a commercial intercourfe might

be eftabliflied between us, as they had brought

many things for barter, amongft which was an

abundance of the fineft frefh falmon we had feen

in the courfe of the feafon. Of thefe a number

fufficient for every one in both veffels were im-

mediately purchafed.

The chiefs remained on board the greater part

of the forenoon, and became very fociable. One

of them had a very open cheerful countenance^

and was the fineft figure of a maa, and the ftouteft

made Indian, I had yet feen on this coaft. He
had
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had many fears about him, which indicated hU

having been a great warrior. Bread and molafles

were the greateft treat we could give thefe people?

the chiefs eat heartily of it, and diftributed fome

amongft their particular friends in the canoes

alongfide. In return for this delicious repaft,

they took much pains to recommend to us fbrne

of their whale oil, which flunk moft intolerably.

This was brought into the cabin in a bladder,

out of which a fpoonful was very carefully poured

by the chief, who extolled its fuperior qualities,

and gave us to underftand that, as a delicacy, it

was quite equal to our treacle ; and it was not

without much difficulty, that I was able to ex-

cufe myfelf from partaking of their naufeous

meal, which they feemed to relifh in the higheft

degree ; and finifhed it with a large glafs of rum,

a luxury to which they feeme4 by no means

firangers.

In the afternoon, as thefe new friends of ours

were vifiting the Chatham, thqy were fuddenly

furprized by the arrival of a large canoe full cf

men fmging a fong, and keeping time by the

regularity of their paddling. Their courfe, di-

rected towards the Difcovery, feemed not to cor-

refpond with the wifhes of the former party, who
immediately equipped themfelves in their war

garments, and their fpears, which had lain in the

bottom of their canoes, were now got to hand>

Vol. IV. Q and
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and couched in an inclined pofition, with their

points towards the new comers. Thus prepared

they advanced (lowly to meet them, making moft

violent and paffionate fpeeches, which were an-

fwered in a fimilar tone of voice by fome perfons

who ftood up in the large canoe. They continued

to paddle with much regularity towards each

other
;
yet thofe who had now entered the har-

bour, did not appear to be fo hoftilely inclined as

^hofe who had already occupied the port ; as the

lances of the former, though in readinefs for ac-

tion, were not difpofed in a way fo menacing.

On a nearer approach they refted on their paddles,

and entered into a parley ; and we could then

obferve, that all thofe who ftood up in the large

canoe were armed with piftols or blunderbufles,

very bright, and in good order. Their converfa-

tion feeming to have ended in a pacific way, the

oppofing party returned with the new comers,

who, on paffing by the Chatham, laid down their

arms ; but juft as they came alongftde the Dif-

covery, one of the chiefs who had been on board,

drew, with much hafte, fronji within the breaft

of his war garment, a large iron dagger, and ap-

peared to be extremely iritated by fomething that

had been faid by thofe in the large canoe, who
again with great coolnefs took up their pifiols

and blunderbufles ; but on an explanation ap-

pearing to be made 5 their arms were again re-

turned
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turned to their proper places ; their piftols and

ammunition were carefully wrapped up, and a

perfed: reconciliation feemed to have taken place

on both fides.

The chief of the large canoe requefted permif-

fion to be admitted into the ftiip, which being

alfented to, he came on board accompanied by a

man, who, though not afluming the character of

a chief, appeared to be a perfon of no fmall con-

fequence, as the chief feemed to appeal to him

on all occafions, and his countenance belpoke

much penetration.

After a few words and figns had pafled in af-

furance of peace, and of a good underftanding

between us, this minifter, for in that capacity

this man feemed to act, gave us to underftand,

that the chief who now vifited us, was the great

Ononniftoy, and his intelligence was almoft imme-

diately confirmed by Kanaut (the meffenger be-

fore mentioned) who arrived in a fmall canoe,

and was received by the tribe in other canoes

with fimilar ceremonies, but in a manner not

quite fo fierce and hoftile.

Qnonritjloy did not obferve the diftant formali-

ties fhevvn by the chiefs of the other party, but

accepted with great cheerfulnefs fuch prefents as

I confidered it proper to make on this occafiom

Thefe feemed to afford him much fetisfadion,

and to gain the approbation and applaufe of all

Q 2 his
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his party. The chiefs of the other tribe came on

board at the fame time ; to thefe alfo fome ar-

ticles were given, which they now received with

much pleafure, and appeared to be in very good

humour, not only with us, but with Ononmjloy

and ail his attendants.

Towards the clofe of the day this great chief,

with two or three of his fuit, lamented that they

had no habitation on fhore, and requefted for that

reafon permiffion to fleep on board. This was

granted, and when it was dark fome fire-works

were exhibited for their amufement ; but, ex-

cepting the water rockets, they were viewed with

little attention.

From our previous acquaintance with Kanaut,

I was not at a lofs to know in what manner to

provide fome refreshment for Ononnifiqy ; bread

and molaffes, with rum and wine, wTere fet be-

fore him, to which was added fome of their own
dried fifh ; on which he and his whole party

feemed to regale very heartily, and then retired

to reft with as much compofure, I believe, as if

they had been in their own habitations.

Early the next morning, Sunday, September

the lft, Qnonriijloy with his friends joined the

party on fhore, where they were very bufily em-

ployed in adorning their perfons in the manner

already defcribed ; which being accomplished by

breakfaft time, he, attended by all the other

chiefs,
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chiefs, came off in his large canoe, and, according

to their cuftom, fang while they paddled round

the velTels. This ceremony being ended, they

came alongfide the Difcovery, and exhibited a

kind of entertainment that I had not before wit-

nefled. It confifted of finging, and of a difplay

of the moft rude and extravagant geftures that

can be imagined. The principal parts were per-

formed by the chiefs, each in fucceffion becoming

the leaderx>r hero of the fong ; at the feveral

paufes of which, I was prefented by the exhibit-

ing chief with a fea otter fkin ; and the Indian

(peculators Jteemed to regret the performance was

at an end, from which they had apparently de-

rived great amufement.

There were five chiefs belonging to the affoci-

ated parties
;

thefe, after they had played their

parts, defired to be admitted on board. Ononnljioy

gave us to underftand, that as peace and goodwill

wrere now completely eftablifhed, he wifhed that

trading might be allowed ; this taking place ac-

cordingly, feveral fea otter ikins of a middling

quality, a great number of falmon, and various

trivial articles, were purchafed. Fire-arms and

ammunition were at firft demanded in exchange,

but on finding that thefe were pofitively and uni-

formly with-held, they very foon became recon-

ciled to the refufal, and entered into a brifk traf-

fic for blue cloth, files, and tin kettles, which

Q 3 they
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they preferred next to fire-arms, in exchange for

their fea otter fkins ; but their fifh and other lefs

valuable articles, were readily parted with, for

pewter fpoons, looking glaffes, beads, and other

trinkets. The party of Indians thus affembled

amounted to about fixty perfons, who condu&ed

themfelves with ftrid. honefty and much pro-

priety.

Amongft thefe vifitors was one whofe character

we could not define. This was a young man,

who feemed to differ very materially from the

reft in his general deportment. He was dreffed

in a bluejacket and trowfers, and feemed to be

perfectly at his eafe, particularly with refpedt to

the pockets, which, to perfons unacquainted with

their ufe, generally produce embarraffment ; he

was very fond of fegars, which he fmoked in the

Spanifh faihion, difcharging the fumes through

his noftrils, and alfo of fnuff ; and we had great

reafon to believe that he had made free with a

fnuff-box that was in the cabin, and which was

the only thing miffed during the vifit of thefe

people. All our different kinds of provifions

were perfectly familiar to this young man, who

ate and drank of every thing that was given to

him for this purpofe, without the leaft hefitation,

and with the greateft glee and appetite. His

perfon had nothing of the European character in

it, but from attentively obferving his counte-

nance,
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nance, we were inclined to fuppofe him a native

of New Spain, who might poffibly have deferted

from fome of the Spanifh veffels employed in the

examination of this coaft. He was more intelli-

gent than any of the Indians we had found on

thefe fhores, particularly in refpe6l of the different

-channels leading through this divided country.

From his information we clearly underftood, that

the opening to the north-weft of cape Caamano

would be found to have fome branches on its

northern Ihore terminating at fome diftanee in

land ; and although it was a great diftanee from

hence, yet that tilat branch led to the ocean .

His fondnefs for tobacco favored the conjefture

of his not being a native of thefe fhores, as he

was the firft who had fought after this luxury.

Under the idea of his having deferted from the

Spaniards, we interrogated him in their language,

but to no effedl ; and if we were right in this

conje&ure, he conduced himfelf in a manner fo

as to evade our queftions, and to avoid detection

;

for he did not betray the leaft knowledge pf the

Spanifh tongue. This, however, he might have

artfully concealed, left he fhould have been taken

from his prefent way of life, which he undoubt-

edly preferred, as he declined my offer of taking

him with me on board the Difcovery.

Monday the 2d. The period for Mr. John-

jftpne's return began now to draw near, and th^t

Q 4 we
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we might on his arrival be immediately ready to

follow up his refearches, the brewing utenfils and

all other matters were taken from the fhore, the

£hip was warped out of the port, and anchored

near its fouthern point of entrance, in 25 fathoms

water, foft bottom.

This port I named after Mr. John Stewart,

one of the mates, Port Stewart, in compli-

ment of that gentleman's having made a very

good furvey of it ; its fouth point of entrance is

fjtuated in latitude 55° 38' 15", longitude 228°

24', with 28° 30' eaftwardly variation. It is form-

ed, as before ilated, by a bay in the land, having

leveral iflets and rocks lying before it ; within

thefe, from the fouth point of its entrance, it

takes a courfe N. 27 W. about half a league in

length, and three quarters of a mile in breadth.

In this fpace it affords good and fecure anchor-

age, from four to eighteen fathoms water, good

holding ground. The communication with the

lhore is eafy, and wood and water may be con-

veniently procured in the greateft abundance.

Towards its head are two very fnug coves or ba-

fons, one of which is a continuation of the port,

the other formed by an indent in the land ; the

foundings are from fix to nine fathoms, having a

navigable though narrow channel into them. It

has been ftated, that the iflets lying before this

harbour admit of palfages in feveral directions ;

thefe,
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thefe, however, are not very fafe, in confequence

of feveral rocks between and about their fhores,

vifible only at low tide. The beft paflage into

port Stewart, through which we w7arped, is be-

tween the fouthernmoft iflet and the main land;

this is perfe&ly free from any obflru&ion, with

foundings from four fathoms at the fides to eleven

fathoms in the middle. Thefe are the moft

material circumftances refpe&ing this harbour,

which, from its interior fituation, and want of

inhabitants, does not feem likely to be much

frequented ; but fhould further information be

required, reference may be had to the chart,

which I believe will be found liable to little if

any error.

The Indians having obferved our motions, in-

quired if it w ere not our intention to vifit their

place of abode ; and as I thought it was probable

their refidence might lie in our route, I replied

in the affirmative : this appeared to give them

great pleafure ; and having difpofed of moft of

their faleable cargo, they took their leave, and

returned to the fouthward.

The morning of Wednefday the 4th brought

no intelligence of our boats, and having under-

ftood from Ononntfioy and his party, that there

were many inhabitants in the regions they were

directed to explore, who, like them, wrere well

provided with fire-arms, I began to be very foli-

citous



234 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [SEPT.

citous for their return. About noon, however,

my anxiety was relieved, by the fafe return of

Mr. Johnftone and all his party. He had not

actually difcovercd a paffage to the ocean by the

way he had purfued, but had brought back fiich

evidences as left little doubt that the channel he

had navigated would ultimately be found to comr

municate w7ith it.

The day on which they quitted the velTels was

employed in reaching cape Caamano, which they

effected by about dark, having been greatly imr

peded by a fbrong foutherly gale, attended with

a heavy fea, and a great fall of rain. In addition

to thefe delays, they were further retarded by

carrying away one of the boat's mafts, and get*

ting molt of their things wet. Their time was

occupied until eight the next morning (25th Au-

guft), in putting thefe matters to rights, when

they proceeded in the examination of this chan-

nel, keeping the ftarboard or continental fhore

on board. This, from cape Caamano, was found

to take firft a direction iNi. 55 W. near two

leagues, then N. 23 E. to a point which, after

one of the gentlemen of the Chatham, who ge-

nerally attended Mr. Johnftone, I named Point

Le Mesurier, and is fituated in latitude 55°

4Q\ longitude 227° 5 8'. The oppofite fhore,

which from the hazinefs of the weather was but

IndiftincSly fen, feenied to take a rpore weftT

wardly
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wardly dire&ion, increafing the width of th6

channel ; which from cape Caamano, S. 58 W.
to its oppofite point of entrance, named by me
Point Grindall, (after Captain Grindall, of

the navy) is only from four to five miles acrofs ;

though at this ftation it was feven miles to the

oppofite fhore. This point projects from the

main land to the weftward, with fome rocks and

breakers extending about a, mile from it. Four

or five miles to the fouth-eaft of it is a fmall bay,

with fome iflets and rocks lying off it ; half way

between it and cape Caamano our party palfed a

fmall ifland lying near the fame fhore, admitting

of a palfage between it and the main land.

From hence another branch of this inlet, which

I called after his Royal Highnefs Prince Erneft,

Prince Ernest's Sound, prefented itfelf, lead-

ing to the north-eaftward, and is nearly as fpa-

cious as that they were purfuing ; its oppofite

point of entrance, which I called Point Ons-

low, lies from point Le Mefurier, N. 30 W.
five miles and a half diftant. This, becaufe it

led along the continental fhore, became the ob-

ject of their immediate attention, and was the

occafion of their quitting at that time the other

channel.

As they advanced in this purfuit, they found

the general direftion of the continental fhore,

from point Le Mefurier, N. 2Q E. for about four

leagues,
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leagues, indented with feveral bays of different

capacity, and along it were fome fcattered rocks

and rocky iflets. At this ftation, the oppofite

fide of Prince BrnefVs found approaches within

two miles of the continent, and from its entrance

at point Onflow it appeared to be much broken,

with feveral iflets about its fhores. Here the

fhores of the main land inclined a little more to

the eaflward. In the above direction, about a

league and a half from thence, is fituated the

fouth point of an ifland, in front of a bay on the

continental fhore, in which are fome iflets and

rocks. This ifland extends N. 25 W. five miles,

and is about half a league in breadth ; its weftern

fide is much broken, and about its fhores are fe-

veral iflets ; notwithftanding thefe it admits of a

tolerably good channel between it and the fhore

of the continent, which from the north point of

the above bay takes a direction N. 1 3 W. two

leagues and a half, to a point which I named

Point Warde, fituated by obfervation in lati-

tude 56° g', longitude 228° 14$. The weftern

fhore wTas feen to be very irregular in its direction,

and much broken by water, efpecially in that

part oppofite to the ifland, where the found was

nearly fix miles acrofs ; but here, its fhores, which

were in general moderately elevated, and were

covered with the ufual productions, approached

within a mile of each other.

From



1703.] ROUND THE WORLD. 237

From point Warde the continental fhore took

a lharp turn N. Oo E. four miles, to a point

where this arm divided into two branches. That

which took an eafterly direction claimed their

firft attention, and was found to extend about

three leagues ; and then winding to the N. E,

by N. two miles further, terminated in the ufuai

way, in latitude 50° mi% longitude 228° 37'.

Their examination of this branch, w hich I named

Bradfield Channel, occupied their time un-

til noon of the 26th ; the progrefs of the party

having been much impeded by adverfe winds,

and very unpleafant weather.

On fetting out in the morning, one canoe with

three Indians, (the firft inhabitants feen during

this excurfion) accompanied them fome diftance;

but on finding our party was bound up Bradfield

channel, the natives made figns that it was clofed,

and that they would wait the return of the boats

in a certain fituation where, without any increafe

of numbers, they were found in the evening.

In the morning of the 27th they continued

their refearches in rainy unpleafant weather up

the other branch. This was not more than

three quarters of a mile wide, with a fmall ifland

'and two ifbts in its entrance ; it extended nearly

in a N. N. W. dire&ion, three leagues, to a point

where the latitude was obferved to be 56° 20\

the longitude 228° iV ; here tins branch was

( again
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again divided* one divifion ftretching about N*

10 E., the other taking a wefterly direction. The

former, about half a mile wide, terminated as

nfual at the diftance of about a league from its

entrance, near which, and likewife before the

entrance of the wefterly branch, lie feveral rocks

and fmall iflets. Here their Indian attendants,

after receiving fome trivial prefents, took their

leave. This wefterly branch was not more than

a quarter of a mile in width, and extended irre-

gularly to the north-weft and fouth-weft, form-

ing a paflage about a league long to a point I

called Point Madan ; where it communicated

with a more fpacious channel, that took two di-

rections, one to the S. S. W. through a broken

infulated region ; the other, ftretchmg to the N.

28 W., was nearly two miles in width.

Notwithftanding that the weather during the

following day was extremely inclement, the party

continued their examination, and found the land

that formed their weftern fbore to terminate in

its northern direction about iixteen miles from

point Madan, by a very conipicuous point, in

latitude 50° 34', longitude 227° 48'. To this

point I gave the name of Point Highfield ;

and although through the badnefs of the weather

a diftindl view of their fituation was not obtained,

yet iw was manifeft that they had now arrived at

the confluence of three extenfive branches. The

moft
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moft ipacious ftretched to the weftward ; that

which they had navigated was the leaft, and the

line of th^ continental ihore appeared ftill to con-

tinue in*the above direction up the third branch*

whofe eaft point of entrance I diftinguiflied by

the name of Point Rothsay. Towards this

point their courfe was directed, but they were

foon flopped by fhallovv water, which obliged

them to quit the fliores of the continent, and to

proceed along the edge of the flioal in nearly a

weft direction ; and having traced it about a

league, infix to nine feet water, it was found to

be connected with the north-eaft fide of an ifland,

lying from point Highfield N. 63 W., diftant four

miles. To the fouth of the Ihoal and in its im-

mediate vicinity, were four fmall illands, and

two or three iflcts ; one of the former was upon

the fhoal, and the others at the diftance of a

league and an half, extended to the fouth and

fouth -weft of it. Befide thefe, three fmall iflands

were lying to the north of the fhoal, and the

land in that neighbourhood had the appearance

of dividing the third branch into two or three

arms, the eafternmoft of which being the obje<ft

of their purfuit, they were in expectation of find-

ing a paflage towards it to the weftwa^d of this

ifland, which in a direction N. N. E. and S. S.W.

is about two miles in length, and one mile in

breadth. They were however difappointed, as

they
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they found the Ihoal to extend from the north-

weft part of this ifland, and to unite with the

land, forming the weftern point of entrance into

the third branch, which I called Point Bla-

quiere, in latitude 56° 3q', longitude 227° 40'.

This land being thus conneded by this flioal to

the oppofite fhore near point Rothfay, was con-

fidered to be a continuation of the continent.

The depth of water along the edge of the fhoal

was from two immediately to ten fathoms at

high water
;
many unfuccefsful attempts were

made at this time to pafs it, but the depth de-

creafed too fall to venture further, and as the

tide fell, patches of dry fand became vifible in

all directions.

This invcftigation employed moft part of the

day, during which they were accompanied by

nine of the natives, in three frnall canoes, who
behaved with great civility, and departed in the

evening.

The next morning, the 2Qth, the party quitted

this (hallow navigation, and continued along what

was then confidered to be the continent ; which

was now found to take firft a dire&ion S. 48 W.
for two leagues and an half, to a point named by

me Point Howe. Thefe fnores were indented

in fmali bays, with fome iflets lying at a little dif-

tance from the land. From this point, the neareft

part of the oppofite or fouthern fliore of this wef-

tern
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tern branch, which fhore feemed to lie nearly in an

eaft and weft direction from point Highfield, bore

fouth about a league diftant ; and to the weft-

ward of a point on this fhore, which I called

Point Craig, lying from point Howe S. 55 E ,

diftant two leagues, the fhore appeared to be firm

and compad: ; but to the eaftward of point Craig

it feemed to be much broken, and divided by

water. From hence the fuppofed continental

fhore took a rounding wefterly direction, to a

point in latitude 56° 36', longitude 227° 18'; this

was called by me Point Alexander, forming

the eaft point of an opening about a mile wide,

with a rock nearly in the centre of its entrance
;

this opening took a direction N. 7 W. about two

leagues ; both fhores were nearly ftraight and

compact, and were about half a mile afunder as

far as to this extent ; but here they became much
broken, and the fuppofed continental fhore, ex-

tending N. 20 E., formed a narrow arm about a

league and a half long, which was terminated in

latitude 56° 4 f, longitude 227°>2l', by fhoal

water, at the edge of a low plain producing very

long grafs, behind which role lofty barren moun-

tains, covered with fhow.

From hence the party returned along the fame

fhore, palling between it and the broken weftern

land, through a narrow channel only three fa-

thoms deep, which led to a point to which I gave

Vol. IV. R -
the
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the name of Point Hood,* in latitude 56° 44',

longitude 22 7° 1 l', Here it communicated with

a more fpacious branch about two miles w^ide,

leading fouthward into the above-mentioned wef-

terly branch, making the weftern Ihore of the

fmall opening they had paffed through to this

ftation, an iiland about two leagues long, and

two miles wide ; the broken land being a group

of iflets lying between its north fide and the fup-

pofed continent. From hence, the oppofite di-

rection of this branch, which after Admiral Dun-

can I diftinguiflied by the name of Duncan's

Channel, ftretched irregularly about N. 40 WV>

where it ultimately terminated in a fhallow bay,

bounded to the north by a low fancly flat, in la-

titude 56° 58", longitude 226° 52", having in it

feveral iflets and (hallow7 bays, the latter princi-

pally on the fouth-weft fhore, along which they

returned. By noon of the 31 ft they reached a

point, from whence the continuation of the great

weftern branch wTas dire&ed to the fouth-weft.

This appeared to increafe greatly in width ; it

contained fome iflands and iflets, particularly

along its northern fhore, which from this point

took a direction S. 20 W., four miles, to a point

which after Captain William Mitchell of the

navy, I named Point Mitchell, in latitude

56° 29', longitude 2 37° 3'. The weather which,

* After Admiral * now Lord Bridport.

wTith
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with little intermiffion, had been extremely bad

and unfavorable to their purfuits, ftill continued

fb, and prevented their obtaining any fetisfa6lory

view of their furrounding regions. No doubt

however eould exift of their having now arrived

in a very fpacious arm of the fea, which was di-

vided into three very large branches. That ex-

tending to the eaftward they had already navi-

gated, but that which appeared to be the main

branch, being nearly three leagues wide, ftretched

to the weftward and S. W. ; the third, taking a

S. S. E. dire&ion* feemed alfo of importance, and

had the appearance of being connected with the

main channel of the branch ftretching to the

north- weft from cape Caamano.

As far as any conclufions could be drawn from

the view now before them, it feemed to be pretty

clear, that the fouth-wefterly channel commu-

nicated with the ocean ; but as fuch communi-

cation might be through various intricate chan-

nels, it appeared to be an object of too extenlive

a nature to enter upon, at a time when their pro-

vifions were much reduced, and at the clofe of

their expedition. The winding rocky channels

alfo, through which they had palled in reaching

this ftation, were by no means proper for the

velTels to purfue ; for thefe weighty reafons Mr.

Johnftone declined profecuting his refearches any

further, and confidered it mod: prudent to find,

R2 if
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if poffible, a more direct and lefs intricate paf-

fage for the veffels to this ftation.

For this purpofe the next morning (lft Sep-

tember) the party fteered for the S. S. E. branch

before mentioned, and found its north-eaft point

of entrance, which I called Point Macnamara,

after Captain Macnamara of the navy, fituated

in latitude 5(3° 2i£', longitude 227° 14J'; from

whence its weftern point of entrance, which I

named after Admiral Colpoys, bore w7eft a league

and a half, and the neareft oppofite fhore fouth-

weft, about three miles diftant. Their courfe

was dire&ed along the eaftern fhore, which from

point Macnamara took a direction S. 4 1 E. Nearly

in this line, at the diftance of four miles, the

width of the channel decreafed to about three

quarters of a mile, by means of an illand that I

named Bushy Island lying in the channel,

about two miles long
;
having from its fhores on

both fides fome detached rocks, but admitting

between it, and the eaftern fhore a channel free

to navigate- From the north-weft fide of this

ifland lies alio a chain of frnall illets, extending

northward to the entrance of this opening. A
very ftrong foutherly wind fo much retarded their

progrefs, that it was night before they reached

the fouth part of this narrow paflage ; here they

refted until the morning, and found a very rapid

flood tide fitting from the weftward, which con-

firmed
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firmed the opinion of the fouth-wefterly branch

having communication with the ocean. They

found the eaftern fhore ftiil continue its former

direction to a point named by me Point Nes-

bit, in latitude 56° lb', longitude 22;° 2<K; from

whence the branch they were purfuing commu-

nicated wiih a wide opening leading towards the

north-eaft, which moft probably divided the in-

termediate land, between them and the channels

they had examined leading to the northward from

Prince Erneft's found. This opening is about

two leagues acrofs, in a direction S. 43 E. to its

fouth point of entrance, which I called Point

Harrington, from whence the eaftern fhore

extends S. 8 E., about ten miles, to a projecting

point which I named Point Stanhope, where

at noon Mr. Johnftone obferved the latitude to

be 56° 2', longitude 22/° 38'; and from the view

they now obtained of this branch, they enter-

tained no doubt of its being a continuation of

that feen extending to the north-weftward from

cape Caamano ; the fhores of which appeared

much broken, and had fbme rocky iilets lying

near them. Their paflage to the vellels by this

route was now well ascertained, and a frefti fa-

vorable gale fb accelerated their progrefs, that by

midnight they reached point Onflow, making

the land which they had gone round linee the

24th of Auguft an ifland, or a group of iliands,

R 3 which
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which in honour of his Royal Highnefs the Duke

of York, I called Duke of York's Islands.

In the courfe of the day they had paffed three de-

ferted villages, two of which occupied a con-

fiderable fpace, but difcovered no figns of thefe,

nor any other part of the fhores they had lately

traverfed, being then inhabited. Here they refted

for a few hours, and the next morning proving

tolerably fair, the party were early in motion.

In confequence of a flrong adverfe foutherly

wind, it was near fun-fet before they reached

cape Caamano ; near which they were furprized

by the fudden appearance of twenty canoes from

behind a fmall low projecting point of land that

feemed to contain not lefs than 250 Indians ; a

very formidable party, efpecially as experience

had taught us, that the inhabitants of thefe re-

gions never went from place to place without

being well armed.

Our party immediately put themfelves on the

defendve, and made figns to the Indians to keep

off; to this they paid no attention, and Mr.

Johnftone feeing that they ftill advanced directly

towards the boats, ordered a mufket to be fired

over them ; but this having no effect, a fwivel,

loaded with grape fnot, was fired, fufficiently

a-head of them to avoid doing any harm, but

near enough to fhew its effect. They now made

a temporary halt but foon pufhed forward again;

a mufleet
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a mufket was then fired over the main body of

the canoes, on which they flopped until the boats

rowed paft them, when they paddled over to the

oppofite fhore. So large a body of the natives

coming fo unawares upon our boats was the oc-

cafion of much alarm, particularly as in paffing

clofe along the Ihores no figns had beenobierved

of their being inhabited.

Being unacquainted with the caufe of their

affembling, and their numbers being fo great,

Mr. Johnftone very prudently declined any nearer

acquaintance, left their intentions (hould have

been hoftilely directed, which there was too great

reafon to apprehend ; as no fuch party had vifited

the (hip at any one time, or had been feen in

fuch numbers together. As they were informed

of the abfence of our boats, it is not very impro-

bable that the whole force of the neighbourhood

might have been collected on this occafion, to

intercept our party on their return
; yet, on the

other hand, their having been fo eafily deterred

from any moleftation which they might have

intended, though fuperior in numbers, makes it

equally probable that the meeting was purely ac-

cidental on the part of the natives. A light

breeze fpringing up, favorable to the boats, they

kept under fail all night, and arrived on board

as before related.

ft 4 CHAPTER,
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CHAPTER VII.

Leave Port Stewart, and proceed to the North-

wejiward— Vljited by the Natives—-Port Pro-

tection—Account of Boat Excur/ions—Proceed

to the Southward—Description of Port Protec-

tion—"Departure thence—Pajfage along the wef-

tern jide of Queen Charlotte s TJla?ids to Nootka

— Quit Nootka,

CALM weather prevented our moving until

the morning of Thurfday the 5th/when by

the affiftance of all our boats, we directed our

courfe towards cape Caamano
;
intending to pro-

ceed with the veffels by the channel through

which Mr. Johnftone had returned to the branch

which he confidered as communicating with the

ocean; and to profecute our further inquiries

from fome convenient ftation in that neighbour-

hood.

On the approach of evening I endeavoured to

find anchorage near the continental fhorc, but

without fuccefs ; this rendered our iituation very

unpleafant, as we were reduced to the neceffity

either of returning to the place from whence we
had come, or of keeping under fail all night, to

wh ich
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which the gloomy and threatening appearance of

the weather gave little encouragement. As the

day clofed in the wind increafed to a ftrong gale

from the fouth-eaft, attended with dark, mifty,

rainy weather, that occafioned us a very irkfome

uncomfortable night, being compelled to turn to

windward towards cape Caamano, through a

channel not a league in width, vvhofe fhorcs on

either fide were bounded by many lurking and

dangerous rocks
;

thefe, however, we very provi-

dentially efcaped, and, by four in the morning

of Friday the 6th, reached a more fpacious and

navigable opening at the junction oftwo branches.

Here the hawfer by which the launch was towed

broke, and had this accident happened before, in

the dark of the night, whilft we were turning

through the narrow channel, it would, in all pro-

bability have been attended with her total lofs

;

which, next to that of one of the veflels, would

have been the levereft we could poffibly have fuf-

tained. Having now plenty of fea room, on the

dawning of the day we brought to, and the boat

was foon recovered. By this time the ftrength of

the fouth-eaft gale had fo increafed as to oblige

us to dole- reef the topfails, and get dowm the

top-gallant yards.

Under the unfavorable circumftances of fuch

weather, in this intricate navigation, where an-

chorage is fo precarious and difficult to be found,

and
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and where innumerable fteep lurking rocks, as

well beneath as riling to different heights above

the furface of the fea, were conftantly prefenting

themfelves, it muft ever be regarded as a very

happy circumftance that we had to leeward of us

the great north-weft branch, of which fome in-

formation had been gained by Mr. Johnftone hav-

ing palled through it ; and, as far as he had been

able to obferve, he had conficlered it free from

danger. The gale being attended with thick

mifty weather, rendered it however moft prudent

to lie to, until about ten in the forenoon
; when,

the wind abating, and the weather in a great

meamre clearing up, we bore away along the

north-cafe fhore of the north-weft branch, and at

noon obferved the latitude to be 55° 44', longi-

tude 227° 5 Y. The fouth-weft fhore of the

branch, in this fkuation, bore by compafs from

S. 54 W. to S. 42 E., and the north -eaft fhore

N. 40 W. to S. 50 E. the neareft part of the

former fhore S. W. ; diftant four miles, and that

of the latter, being point Le Mcfurier N. E. by

N., three miles. The wind continuing to be fa-

vorable, wre made a great progrefs until near dark,

when we anchored for the night in feven fathoms

water, on the north tide of a fmall ifland, clofe

under the (bores of the Duke of York's iflands, in

latitude 50°
/ ¥, longitude 22 7° 34f', having fome

rocky iflets between it and the above fhores. This

fituation
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fituation is tolerably well fheltered from the fouth-

erly and fouth-eaffc winds, but the foundings are

irregular, and the bottom in fome places is

rocky.

The night was fqually with much rain, but the

next morning, Saturday the 7th, the weather

was more favorable, and about four o'clock we

directed our courfe towards point Nefbitt, palling

a clufter of low rocks nearly in mid-channel, and

alfo a ledge, extending fouthward from that point

about two miles; thefe are very dangerous, as moft

of them feemed as if they were only vifible at

low tide. We wrere all advanced by noon in the

paffage between the Duke of York's ifland and

Bufhy iflands, having abreaft of point Nefbitt

foundings from 20 to 12 fathoms. By an indif-

ferent obfervation the latitude was found to be

56° 16', the longitude 227° 20'. The wind hav-

ing veered to the north, we were under the ne-

ceffity of turning through this paffage, and in fo

doing the foundings were found to be irregular,

from 10 to 30 fathoms ; and the bottom in fome

places rocky. The ebb tide, which commenced

about noon, was favorable to our pur fait, as it

fat to the north and north-weft, fo that about

three in the afternoon we reached the fpacious

branch leading to the fouth and fouth weftward;

towards this quarter our route was now directed,,

The clearnefs of the weather gave us a very per-

fed
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fed: view of the adjacent fliores bounding the

horizon in every dire&ion. To the weftward,

the diftant land was moderately elevated, and

appeared to be iimilar to that we had generally

found along the fea coaft ; of an uneven furface,

and very much divided by water. Thefe cir-

cumftances, together with the ebb tide fetting

ftrong to the weftward, left little doubt of our

finding a paffage to the ocean by that route,

though not without the profpedl of its being dan-

gerous and intricate ; for befide the broken ap-

pearance of the diftant land, this fpacious branch

feemed to be fpotted with feveral iflets and rocks,

juft even with the furface of the water ; but

more particularly between us and the northern

fhorc. Our foundings were very irregular, fhoal-

ing iuddenly from 45 to 7, 11, and Q fathoms;

then deepening to 50 fathoms, and then no bot-

tom with 110 fathoms of line, as quick as the

lead could be thrown. This we experienced

three cliftinc^ times in the courfe of the afternoon,

which was for the molt part calm, confequcntly

our motion wras flow, and was governed in a

great decree bv the tides or currents ; thefe mak-

ing greatly againft us, about eight in the evening,

with the affiftanceof our boats, we gained found-

ings and anchored in 4,7 fathoms water, near the

fbuthern fhorc ; which by compafs extended from

S. 70 W., to N. 70 E,, the latter, being point

Colpoys,
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Colpoys, was about four miles from us ; a rock

above water, about the fize of the launch, lying

in mid channel, N. 8 E. and the neareft fhore

fouth-eaft, about a quarter of a mile diftant.

A few Indians had vifited us in the courfe of

the day, and by this time their number had con-

fiderably increafed in fix or feven canoes
;
who,

after they had performed their ceremonies., indi-

cative of friendfhip, fimilar to thofe I have before

had occalion to notice, conducted themfelves very

orderly, and when they were made to underftand

that it was time for reft, the whole party imme-

diately retired to the fhore, where they remained,

though not very filently, until the following

morning, Sunday the 8th, when they repeated

their vifit with many fongs, accompanied by a

large augmentation to their party. This addi-

tion was principally of women, who, without the

affiftance of afingleman, conducted two or three

middling fized canoes, and ufed their paddles with

great dexterity. They w7ere by no means difin-

clined to entertain us with their vocal abilities
;

moft of the full grown women wore very large

lip ornaments, and as wc were now vifited by all

ages, an opportunity was afforded of feeing the

progrefs of this horrid piece of deformity in its

feveral ftages. In their early infancy, a fm all in-

cifion is made in the centre of the under lip, and

a piece of brafs or copper wire is placed in, and

left
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.

left in the wound. This corrodes the lacerated

parts^ and by confuming the flefh gradually in-

creafes the orifice, until it is fufficiently large to

admit the wooden appendage. The effecting of

this, if we may be allowed to judge by the ap-

pearance of the young girls who were undergoing

this cruel treatment, was attended writh the molt

excruciating pain ; and which they Teemed to

endure for a great length of time. Thefe women
appeared to poffefs in general a degree of liveli-

nefs, and a cheerful difpofition, very different from

any we had before feen with this hideous mark

of diftindiion ; and could this tribe be prevailed

upon to difpenfe with this barbarous cuftom,7

there would have been fome amongfl them whofe

features would have intitled them to be confi-

dered as comely.

' The want of wind which detained us at an-

chor, gave us an opportunity of purchafmg from

thefe people a large fupply of very good falmon,

and a few fea otter fkins; in return for which they

received fpoons, blue cloth, and tin kettles, with

trinkets of different defcriptions. In all the com-

mercial tranfadtions the women took a very prin-

cipal part, and proved themfelves by no means

unequal to the talk. Nor did it appear, that

either in thefe or in any other refpedl they were

inferior to the men ; on the contrary, it fhould

rather fecm that they are looked up to as the fu-

perior
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perior fex, for they appeared in general to keep

the men in awe, and under their fubje£tion. The

knowledge we obtained of their manners and cuf-

toms, in ourfliort acquaintance, was however too

fuperficial to eftablifh this or any other fadi, that

did not admit of ocular demonftration. Amongfit

the party there did not appear to be any chief, or

other perfon of importance, unlefs fuch authorky

was veiled in fome of the females. They all con-

ducted themfelves with great honefty, and feemed

to have the utmoft confidence that we fhould go-

vern our conduct towards them by the fame prin-

ciples.

A light breeze of wind fpringing up from the

S. E., wc got under fail, and our Indian friends

took their leave. We now directed our courfe

towards the northern, or what had been fuppofed

to be the continental, faore, to the weftward of

point Mitchell, intending, as on former occafions^

to furvey as far as we poffibly could in the veiled,

before the boats again were difpatched ; but, on

a nearer approach to this Ihore, it proved to be fo

incumbered with rocks and rocky illets, that it

became neceflary to alter our intended mode of

proceeding ; and as the weather began to wear

a very threatening appearance, we crofted over to

the fouthern ftiore, in order to gain flicker in the

firft place of fecurity that could be found there,

making the Chatham's fignal to lead in that pur-

fuit ;
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fuit ;
which, from the increafe of the 3. E. wind,

attended by dark, gloomy weather, foon became

an objetl of my moft anxious concern*

In the afternoon, the wind, which blew in

heavy fqualls, fhifted to the S. W., and obliged

us to ply in that direction in queft of anchorage

;

but we could reach no bottom, even when we

tacked clofe in with the fliore. We were how-

ever extremely fortunate in finding before night

an excellent port, round the point confidered at

our preceding anchorage as the extreme of the

fouthern fhore : which, after the firft lieutenant

of the Difcovery, received the name of Point

Baker. This the Chatham entered, making

the neceffary fignals for us to follow ; but juft as

we reached its entrance the wind fell calm, and

the tide, to our great mortification, fat us out. In

thisVery anxious fituation (for appearances too

ftrongly indicated the approach of much boifter-

ous weather) we did not remain long ; for a light

breeze from the N. W. fpringing up, and blowing

(dire<5tly into the port, conducted us to a fafe and

fecure fituation, where, about feven in the even-

ing, we anchored in 16 fathoms water.

We had fcarccly furled the fails, when the

wind fhifting to the S. B., the threatened florin

from that quarter began to blow, and continued

with increafm ; violence during the whole night

;

we had, however, very providentially reached

an
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an anchorage that completely flickered us from

its fury, and moft probably from imminent dan-

ger, if not from total deftru6tion. Grateful for

fuch an afylum, I named it Port Protection*

Had we not been fo happy as to have gained

this place of fafety, we muft have pafled a moft

perilous night, the preceding day having ihewn

us that the neighbouring fhores on the outfide of

this harbour, afforded no bank of foundings on

which our anchors would have lodged, nor would

the low fail to which we muft have been re-

duced, have kept us to windward of the dangers

we muft neceffarily have encountered; thefe, to-

gether w7ith the darknefs of the night, and the

irregularity of the tides, would have rendered it

almoft impoffible for us to have avoided the land

not quite two leagues to leeward of us, or the

innumerable rocks lying before it, on which the

fea, brought by the wind up a channel leading

from the fouth, that we had now opened, broke

with great violence. Thankful, in the higheft

degree, for fo providential and fecure a retreat

from the ftormy feafon which now appeared to

have commenced, I determined to remain here,

wT
hilft the boats fliould profecute the examina-

tion of the broken region before us.

After breakfaft on Monday morning the Qth,

though the S. E. gale continued to blow very

ftrong,yetas the weather was clear, accompanied

Vol. IV, S by
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by Mr. Whidbey and Mr. Johnftone, I rowed

out to point Baker, for the purpofe of acquiring

fome information refpe&ing the fhores in its vi-

cinity, with which the thicknefs of the weather,

on the preceding day, had prevented our becom-

ing acquainted.

From this ftation the inlet evidently appeared

to be divided into three branches ; the firft was

that by which we had arrived ; the fecond took

a northerly dire&ion, through a very broken

country ; and the third evidently communicated

with the ocean, in a S. S. W. direction.

As the continental boundary had already been

eonfidered as traced to point Mitchell by Mr>

Johnftone,. I directed him to recommence his

examination at that place, which lay from this

ftation E. N. E. feven or eight leagues diftant;

and to follow that jliore up the above mentioned

northern branch^ Should it not be found to

communicate with the ocean, he was in that

cafe to continue his refearches to a certain paint

on the oppofite fhore, lying N. 30 W. from

hence, at the diftance of eight or nine miles

;

where I intended that Mr. Whidbey fliould com-

mence his furvey of the weftern fhore fouthw7ard

from that point, until he fhould arrive in the

ocean, either by the channel that appeared to

communicate with it, or by any other in a more

northerly or wefterly dire&ion*

Matters
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Matters having been thus arranged, we re-

turned on board; and the next morning Mr.

Whidbey in the cutter, accompanied by Lieu-

tenant Swaine in the launch, with a fortnight's

provifions, and Mr. Johnftone, attended by Mr.

Barrie in our fmall cutter, fet out to execute their

refpediive commiffions.

Mr. Johnftone's excursion was of fhort dura-

tion, for on Wednefday the 11th, in the after-

noon, he returned, having continued his exami-

nation of the fuppofed continental fhore from

the place where he had quitted it on his laft expe-

dition, and found it to take an irregular direction

from thence to a point which, after Mr. Barrie

who accompanied him, I named Point Bar-

rie
;
being the eaft point of the opening before

mentioned leading to the northward. In that

fpace innumerable rocks were found ; and nearly

in the middle, between the two points, a large

bay was feen, about four miles wide at the en-

trance, and of about the fame extent to its bot-

tom ; in which were two or three rocky iflets,

with many rocks. The opening leading to the

north feemed to be alfo a large open bay, bound-

ed with fuch an infinite number of rocky iflets

and rocks above and beneath the furface of the

water, that the navigation was very intricate and

dangerous even for the boats. Under thefe cir-

cumftances, Mr. Johnftone confidered it moft

S 2 prudent
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prudent to keep without the rocks which ex-

tended along that ihore, until he was abreaft of

the ftation that was to conclude his refearches

;

and which, proving to be an ifland, acquired the

name of Conclusion Island, where Mr.

Whidbey had already commenced his furvey.

From hence Mr. Johnftone returned on board,

without meeting with any particular occurrence,

or feeing any of the inhabitants ; five of whom,

however, had vifited us in the courfe of the day,

but had not brought any thing to diipofe of.

In the evening we had a frefli gale from the

N. W. but in the night the wind veered to the

S.E. and again blew very hard, attended by heavy

fqualls and much rain. This boiflerous unplea-

fant weather continued until Sunday the 15th #

when it became more moderate, and enabled me
to employ a boat in making a furvcy of this port.

The two following days the wind was mode-

rate, but very variable between the north and

\veftern quarters, attended by dark heavy gloomy

weather; this on the night of Tuefday the l/th,

brought on a very violent gale from the S. E. at-

tended with heavy fqualls and torrents of rain.

The fame weather continued until the forenoon

of Friday the 20th, when both wind and weather

b?came more temperate ; yet I was very anxious

for the fafety of our friends in the boats, left they

lliould have been overtaken by any of thefe ftorms



I7Q3-] ROUND THE WORLD. itii

in an expofed and dangerous fituation. In the

afternoon, however, we were agreeably relieved

from our unpleafant flate of folicitude, by their

arrival on board, all well, though very much fa-

tigued with the inclement weather they had en-

countered during almofl the whole of their ex-

cursion.

On leaving the veffels, their route was directed

towards Conclufion illand, paffing in their way

thither a fmaller illand, that lies nearly in the

fame direction from point Baker, diftant about

four miles. This illand is low, and is about a

mile long, in a north and fouth dire&ion, with

a ledge of very dangerous rocks extending from its

fouth point. From the north point of Conclu-

fion illand, which is about three miles and a half

long, in a dire&ion N. 40 W. and S. 40 E. and

has fome rocks lying off its fliores, they fleered

N, 13 W. two miles; to a point forming the

north point of a bay in latitude 56° 31', longi-

tude 226° 2 1', where they commenced their exa-

mination ; and in purfuing a foutherly courfe,

the launch ftruck on a funken rock, and knocked

off her rudder with part of her fternpoft. This

accident obliged them afterwards to fteer with

an oar, which was not only very unpleafant, but

likewife much retarded their progrefs. Off the

fouth point of this bay, which in a fouth direc-

tion is four miles acrofs, are a great many feat-

S 3 tered
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tered rocks and iilets, ftretching nearly to the

fouth-weft point of Conclufion ifland, as alfo

along the fhore of the main land ; which from

that point takes a direction S. 20 E. about a

league to the north point of the bay ; off which,

in the fame line, at the diftance of about a mile,

is a fmall ifland about half a league long, with

two fmaller ones lying off its fouth point. This

bay was found to be about two miles acrofs, in a

direction S. W. by W, and extending from its

entrance to the W. N. W. two miles and a half

;

containing many rocks, whofe tops were upon a

level with the furface of the water. From hence

the coaft takes an irregular direction about S. 10

E. along which the party rowed, paffing fome

bays and iflets until they reached a point in lati-

tude 56° 17', longitude 226° 23', which formed

the north- eaft point of entrance into an opening

leading to the north-weft ; this they entered on

the morning of the 1 1th, and found that it form-

ed an extremely good harbour, which I called

Port Beauclerc ; its accefsand egrefs are free

from every obftruClion, but fuch as are fufficiently

evident to be avoided. From its north-eaft point

of entrance the fhores firft extended N. 40 W.
four miles and a half, then S. 1 1 W. nearly the

fame diftance ; where they took a north-eafterly

dire&ion, two miles towards its weft point of en-

trance, which lies weft, two miles from the op-

pofitc
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pofite point. Nearly in the middle is a fmali

ifland, and fundry rocky iflets, with regular found-

ings from 13 to 20 fathoms; and an iflet with

fome rocks before its entrance, lying from the

north-eafl: point of entrance S. 35 E. at the dis-

tance of one mile. Thefe admit of a good chan-

nel on every fide. The furrounding (bores are

in general moderately elevated, well covered with

wood; and water is very eaiily to be procured,

as the communication with the land is fuffi-

ciently commodious.

From point Beauclerc the party advanced

about a league S. 30 E. to a point that I named

Point Amel i us, which forms the north-ealt

point of a bay, from whence they gained a clear

and di{tin£ view of the paflage leading into the

ocean. It appeared to be about fix or feven miles

wide, taking nearly a fouth direction, with a

high ifland, which, after Captain Sir John Bor-

lafe Warren, I called Warren's Island, lying

in about the middle of the entrance ; each fliore

is bounded by innumerable rocky iflets and rocks,

but the middle of the palTage leemed free from

danger. The bay was found to fall back about

a league to the weftward ; here the fhores took

a more foutherly direction, and iflets, rocks and

breakers extended from them about a league*

Some fmart fhowers of rain fell in the fore part

of the day, and as they purfued their inquiries

S 4 through
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through this labyrinth of dangers, in the after-

noon, a ftrong gale from the ocean brought with-

it fo heavy a fea that they were conftrained to

feek for fhelter, and were very fortunate in find-

ing a fecure retreat in a cove that effectually pro-

tected them againft a very ftrong eafterly gale of

wind, that blew during the night with great vio-

lence. In the following morning it moderated,

and the party prepared to depart ; but the wea-

ther at that inftant becoming "very thick and

rainy, attended by an incre.afing gale from the

S. E. it was deemed moll prudent to remain in

this fnug cove, until the weather fhould be more

favorable for carrying their defigns into execu-

tion. This did not take place until the morning

of the 15th; in which interval the launch was

hauled on fhore, and fuch temporary repairs were

given to her, as were likely to anfwer their pre-

fent purpofe. This ftorm blew without inter-

miffion from between the eaft and fouth, and

with fuch fury that it wras fcarcely poffible to

look againft the wind ; nor could the party when

on fhore ftand expofed to it, without holding by

the rocks, trees, or fome other fecurity.

From this cove they found the coaft take a

fouth dire6lion nearly three miles, to a low rocky

point, called by me Point St. Alban's, in la-

titude afi
0
7
7

, longitude 226° 18". The violence

of the furf, which ftill continued to break upon

: J the
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the coaft in confequence of the recent tcmpef-

tuous weather, not only prevented their landing

on this point, but rendered their navigating this

rocky region perilous in the higheft degree. Mr.

Whidbey therefore determined to get at the out-

fide of the rocks that extend about a league from

the land, which with much difficulty and danger

at length was effected, and they then proceeded

round to point St. Alban's, which forms the

call point of an opening leading to the north-

ward. This was entered, but the rocks {lill kept

the party off from the main land, which firft took

a direction from point St. Alban's, N. 50 W.
about a league and a half, where the rocks ex-

tending along the eaftern fhore terminated ; and

from thence that fhore became ftraight and corn-

pad:, taking a direction N. 1 1 W. to the latitude

of 56° 2 (/, longitude 226° Q
y

; where alfo the

northern extent of this opening finally ended.

Here they refted for the night.

The fides of this channel, which, after Ad-

miral Affleck, I named Affleck's Channel,

were mountainous, but w7ere not fo ileep as the

fhores of the more interior country. Its termi-

nation was formed by low flat land, covered with

trees, that feemed to extend without interruption

as far as could be difcerned in a N. N. W. direc-

tion
; through which flat country feveral fmall

ftreams of frefh water flowed iuto the channel.

The
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The next morning they returned nearly in a

fouth direction along the wefiern ihore, and

found the width of the channel to increafe from

half a mile near the head, to two miles at the

diftance of about eight miles from it, where the

wefiern Chore fHll continuing its fouthern courfe,

is indented with thre<e large bays ; the north point

of the northernmofi, which is the largeft, being

diftant from the fouth point of the fouthernmoft,

nine miles. Thefe bays were examined, and

were found to retire from the line of their en-

trances (being all nearly in the fame direction)

about a league ; the northernmoft and fouthern-

moft have feveral rocks and iflets about them,

and the neighbouring country is moderately ele-

vated, of uneven furface, and is covered with

dwarf, pine, and other trees.

The day had been foggy and verj- unpleafant,

which obliged them to reft from their labours

early in the evening, near to the fouth point of

the fouthernmoft bay, which lies from point St.

Alban's S. 72 W. diftant five miles and a half

;

where they pafled a very rainy and uncomfortable

night.

Although the rain had ceafed on the next

morning, yet the weather continued very hazy

and unfavorable ; the party, however, embarked,

and after proceeding about four miles along the

continental ihore, in a foutherly direction, the

fog
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fog obfcured every object from their view; but

as they continued their route towards the fouth-

ernmoft part of the main land they had before

feen, they found themfelves on a fudden within

the influence of a very heavy long rolling fwell f

coming from the weftward, and indicating their

being arrived in, or very near to, the ocean,

i Being anxious to acquire every poffible infor-

mation of the region before them, and of the

caufe of this fudden alteration, they remained fia-

tionary from eight in the morning until two in

the afternoon, without the leaft appearance of

the fog clearing away ; on which they retired to

a cove about a mile north of the point, which

was fheltered by fome iflets and rocks lying before

it. Here the fbg prevented their departure until

feven o'clock in the morning of the 1 8th, when

the weather in fome meafure clearing up, they

returned to the point, where they landed with

fome difficulty, and found it to be a very con-

fpicuous promontory, extending in a fouth direc-

tion to the ocean. From this promontory, the

moft northern extremity of the fea coaft was feen

to lie N. 58 W. and the moft fouthern 8. 54 W.
the former about feven leagues diftant, and the

latter, which is the weftern extremity of an if]and

I

-of- fome extent, about eight miles. From the

north-eaft point of this ifland, which lies from

the promontory S. 10 E. diftant four miles, is W

range
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range of rocky iflets extending to the north,

within half a league from the main land, that

obfcured the channel before noticed as leading

to the fea.

The intermediate fpace between thefe iflets

and the promontory, appeared to form a paflage

free from interruption ; but the more fpacious

channel to the eaftward of the range, feemed to

be far the moll eligible for vcflels bound to the

fouth or eaftward. Thofe going to the north-

weft may poffibly find no inconvenience in navi-

gating this paflage ; in which cafe a very great

circuit will be avoided, and they will much

fooner arrive in a clear ocean ; as no rocks or

breakers were feen near its fhores, that were not

to be eafily avoided ; and the only interruption

to the view towards the fea was a group of fmall

iflands, lying to the W.S.W. that were fuppofed

to be thofe called the Hazy ifles, by fome of

the traders.

The party having now accomplished the prin-

cipal objedl of their expedition, it remained at

Mr. Whidbey's option to profecute his refearches

further along the exterior coaft, or to deflft from

the purfuit. The frequent and long delays that

had attended them thus far, left little probability

of their now making any great progrefs along an

open coaft ; efpecially as the very unfettled ftate

of the weather was by no means favorable to the

undertaking.
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undertaking* Mr. Whidbey therefore very pru-

dently declined the profecution of his examina-

tion, and made the beft of his way back towards

the fhips, flopping for the night in a cove a little

to the fouth of that in which they had taken

fhelter during the ftorm, and which had the ap-

pearance of being fufficiently fcreened by rocks

and iflets to afford them protection ; in this opi-

nion, however, they were miftaken, for during

the night fo heavy a fwell rolled from the South-

ward, as to call forth their utmoft exertions to

prevent the boats from being dallied to pieces

againft the rocks. Here the party was detained

until ten in the forenoon of the following day,

before they could embark the tents and other

matters that had been landed ; and after this was

accomplilhed, it was with no little difficulty that

they extricated themfelves from the furrounding

rocks and breakers, when they returned to port

Protection as already ffcated.

The communication of this intelligence, the

boifterous ftate of the weather, the advanced fea-

fon of the year, and the approach of long and

dreary nights, left me in no doubt concerning

the meafures that ought to be now adopted ; es-

pecially as the tracing of the continental boun-

dary would now be expofed to the numerous in-

conveniences attendant on an open unexplored

fea coaft ; and if, after our utmoft endeavors, it

Ihould
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fhould not be effected with that accuracy that

had hitherto been obferved, our anxious labours

and exertions would be rendered very incom-

plete.
\

Notwithftanding that I was by no means fa-

tisfied with the progrefs we had made in our

furvey during the fumrner, yet as we had an ex-

tenfive fpace to examine, that would occupy a

great length of time, to the fouthward of Mon-

terrey, I was induced to yield to the meafures

which prudence dictated, and to decline entering

on any new northern inquiries. It was now alfo

become highly expedient that the veffels fhould

retire to fome milder region, where refrefhments

might be obtained ; and where fuch relaxation

and eafe as now became neceiTary might be given

to thofe under my command, whofe zeal and la-

borious exertions, during the fummer, had juftly

intitied them to my beft thanks and higheft com-

mendation.

My mind was by no means fatisfied with the

fmall extent, in a dired: line, which had been

examined during the late fummer
;
yet I derived

great confolation in the reflection that, in all-

probability, we had overcome the moft arduous

part of our talk, and that our future refearches

w^ould be attended with lefs difappointment and

fatigue. And further, that lhould the informa-

tion we had thus obtained reach Europe, there

would
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would no longer remain a doubt as to the extent

or the fallacy of the pretended difcoveries faid to

have been made by De Fuca, and De Fonte, De
Fonta, or Fuentes.

The very intricate paflages by which our late

refearches were carried into effect, I have taken

much pains to defcribe ; yet it may not be amiis

to endeavour, by affigning names to fome parti-

cular places, and by a more concife account, to

render fo unentertaining a narrative at leaf! more

comprehenfible.

It is in the firft place neceflary to premife, that

our refearches were not carried on in a continued

or direct line, but through part of a very extenfive*

and hitherto unexplored region, in various direc-

tions, bounded to the eaftward by the continent,

and to the weftward by the ocean ; our naviga-

tion in the veffels on fome occafions leading be-

tween illands, and on others along the continental

fhore.

That part of the archipelago, comprehended

between the Chatham's and Fitzhugh's founds,

lies immediately behind, or to the eaftward of,

Queen Charlotte's iflands, admitting of a fpacious

navigable channel, between the weftern fhore of

the archipelago and the eaftern fhore of thofe

illands. This region, as I have already had occa-

fion to obferve, had been vifited before our ar-

rival in it by feveral traders, particularly by a

Mr,
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Mr, Duncan, but from whom no certain infor-

mation could be 'obtained whether it was a part

of the continent, or whether it was wholly com-

posed of iflands ; this gentleman, however, was

right in conje&uring the latter, and he named

thofe parts between Nepean's and Fitzhugh's

founds, Princess Royal's Islands, which

name I have continued.

The continent adjacent to thofe illands, from

point Stani forth at the entrance of Gardner's

channel, to Defolation found, the northern ex-

tent of New Georgia, I have diftinguifhed by the

name of New Hanover, after his Majefty's

hereditary German dominions. To the north-

ward from Nepean's found, along the continental

ihore, is a continuation of this archipelago, fepa-

rated from the continent by Grenville's channel

and Chatham's found, nearly in a ftraight line;

and north- wellward from Chatham's found, is a

further and more extenfive continuation of the

fame group of iflands, feparated from the conti-

nental iliore by various channels ; the moft fpa-

cious of which is that by which the velfels ar-^

rived at this ftation, and which, in honor of his

Royal Highnefs Prince William Henry, I have

called The Duke of Clarence's Strait; it

is bounded on the eaftern fide by the Duke of

York's iflands, part of the continent about cape

Caamano, and the ifles de GraVina. Its weftern

fhorc
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Ihore is an extenfive trad; of land, which (though

not vifibly fo to us) I have reafon to believe is

much broken, and divided by water, forming as

it were a diftindl body in the great archipelago.

This I have honored with the name of Tng
Prince of Wales's Archipelago ; and the

adjacent continent, to the northward from Gard-

ner's channel, to point Rothfay, the extent of

our furvey to the north this feafbn, I have dif-

tinguiilied with that of New Cornwall.
The llioal extending from point Blaquiere to

point Rothfay having been found by Mr. John-

Hone to be impafTahle by our boats, the land to

the weftward of the former point was confidered

as forming a part of the continent ; as alfo that

to the weftward of Conclufion ifland, although it

had not been pofitively fo determined from point

Barrie, owing to the rocks and other dangerous

impediments which prevented Mr. Johnftone

from keeping fufficiently near to the main land

for afcertaining that fa6l : fhould, however, this

conjecture be hereafter proved to have been ill-

founded, and the land in queftion be found in-

fular,* the channel or channels by which it may

be divided or feparated from the continent, are

certainly not navigable for fhipping; hence I

have confidered the continental fliore to have

been traced to the confpicuous promontory at

* This was the following year proved to be the fa£t.

Vol. IV. T which
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which Mr. Whidbey's laft excurfion terminated ,

and that its fhores were there waflied by the un-

interrupted waters of the North Pacific. Under

the impreffion of all the land north-eaftwTard

from that promontory to point Rothfay, being a

continuation of the continental fhores of Newr

Cornwall, New Hanover, New Georgia, and

New Albion, the extent of the difcoveries of De

Fuca, De Fonte, and other pretenders to a prior

knowledge of thefe regions, muft neceffarily be

decided, even admitting that fuch affumptions

were true ; hence I have diftinguilhed this pro-

montory, fituated in latitude 5fi° 2', and longi-

tude 220° 8', by the name of Cape Decision.

This cape forms (if the expreffion be correal) the

north-weft continental point, and cape Flattery

in New Georgia, fituated in latitude 48° 23',

longitude 235° 38', the fouth-eaft point of this

very extenfive archipelago*

Thefe promontories, as it were, unfold the ex-

tremities of this broken region, which> from the

former, extends to the north- eaftward and fouth-

eaftward ; and from the latter, to the fouth-eaft-

ward, north-eaftward> and north-

w

reftward. The

weftern fide of the intermediate fpaee of this ex-

tenfive group of iflands, between thefe two pro-

montories, excepting that part oppofite to Queen

Charlotte's iflands, forms the external or fea coaft,

and previous to this furvey was generally laid

down
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down as the continental fhore. This, at length,

was found to compofe the exterior coaft at cape

Decifion, and flattered our hopes that our exa-

mination in the enfuing feafon would be carried

into execution with lefs difficulty and fatigue

than had hitherto attended our refearches.

Confcious, however, that thefe additional ob-

fervations may not be fufficiently explanatory, I

beg leave to refer my readers to the charts for the

further elucidation of our furvey.

The reafons already affigned for declining the

further profecution of our inquiries along the con *

tinent, to the northward of cape Decifion, in-

duced me to lofe no time in repairing to the

fouthward ; purpofing in that route, fhould cir-

cumftances fo permit, to fix the outline of the

external coaft, particularly the weftern fide of

Queen Charlotte's iflands, which had been re-

ported to have been very erroneoufly delineated

in the charts already publifhed.

Every thing was in readinefs for our proceed-

ing to fea on Friday the 20th ; but contrary winds

detained us until the morning of Saturday the

21 ft, when, with a light variable breeze, and the

affiftance of our boats, we were at noon about

half a league to the weftward of port Prote&ion ;

a haven that had afforded us anafylum when we
little expected it, amidft impending dangers.

Port Protection will be moft readily found, by

T 2 attending
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attending to the following directions. It is fitu-

ated at the north-weft extremity of the Prince of

Wales's archipelago ; its fouthern extreme com-

pofes the bafe of a very remarkable, barren,

peaked mountain, w7hich I have called Mount
Calder, after Captain Calder of the navy ; this

is confpicuous in many points of view, not from

its fuperior elevation, when compared to the

mountains I have had occafion to notice on the

continent, but from its height above the reft of

the country in its immediate vicinity, and from

its being vifible in various directions at a great

diftance. Point Baker, on an iflet clofe to the

fhore, forms its north -caft point of entrance,

from whence the oppofite point lies S. 27 W., at

the diftance of three quarters of a mile ; the chan-

nel is good, and free to enter, yet there is one

lurking rock, vifible only at low tide, lying in a

diredlion from point Baker S. 13 E., about three

cables length diftant ; the weeds that it produces

however makes it fufficiently evident to be

avoided, even at high water, as it admits of a

clear paflage all round it, with foundings clofe

to it from eight to twelve fathoms. About a

mile to the north of point Baker is fituated alfo

a bank, on which the foundings are very irregu-

lar, from fifteen to thirty-two fathoms; this,

with the meeting of the tides round the Prince

of Wales's archipelago, caufes an agitation or

kind
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kind of race in the water, efpecially with the

flood tide, that might appear dangerous to ftran-

gers ; we, however, after many trials, found no

where lefs than fifteen fathoms upon it, and no

bottom could be gained with fixty and feventy

fathoms of line, between it and the fhore.

This harbour takes a general direction from its

entrance S. 36 E., for about two miles and a

quarter ; its width from five to three cables length

acrofs its navigable extent ; beyond which it ter-

minates in fmall fhallow coves. The foundings

are rather irregular, from thirty to fifty fathoms ;

and where we anchored near a projecting rocky

point, which at high water became an iflet, the

bottom, although the lead generally brought up

mud, was hard, and probably rocky, as our ca-

bles received fome damage ; and juft in that

neighbourhood the depth was more irregular than

in any other part of the harbour. From thence

point Baker lies N. 25 W., the rock in the chan-

nel N. 33 W., the fouth point of the port N.

82 W., and the projecting rocky point, or iflet

at high water, eaft, at the diftance of a cable's

length. Our fituation was fomewhat expofed to

the north and north-weft winds, which have

been avoided by taking a ftation higher up in

the harbour, or in a fnug cove to the fouth-eaft

of the rocky point or iflet. The Ihores are in

moft places fteep and rocky, and are covered with

T 3 an
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an impenetrable foreft of pine and other trees.

They afford feveral ftreams of frefh water, and

with our hooks and lines a few halibut were

caught, but the feine was worked to no effe6L

We fometimes deprived the gulls and crows of

a kind of caplin, which were left in fome num-

ber by the high tides, on the beaches, and am.ongft

the rocks ; thefe proved to be the moft delicate

eating, to which our fportfmen added fome ducks,

geefe, and other aquatic birds ; of the latter we
had alfo procured fome in port Stewart ; fo that

with different forts of berries which the fliores

produced, the tables of the officers were by no

means ill fupplied. The wild fowl were npt ob-

tained in fuch numbers as to fervethe fhip's com-

pany, but of the fifh and fruit they always had

a due proportion. The irregularity of the tides

prevented me from afcertaining any thing fatis-

fa6lory concerning their motion, owing probably

to the infular fituation of the port, and the boif-

terous weather that had conffcantly prevailed. Our

obfervations, however, ferved to fhew that the

flood-tide came from the fouth, and that it is

high water 7
h 40/

after the moon pafles the me-

ridian. I procured only one day's obfervation

for the latitude, for fixing the true pofition of this

port, but it was one upon which I could much
depend. That was by no means the cafe with

the obfervations I made for afcertaining the lon-

gitude
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gitude by the chronometers, which, fince bur

departure from port Stewart, feemed to have

gone very irregularly ; the longitude therefore of

this place, as likewife of the feveral points and

Rations, from hence fouthward to Nootka, is de->

duced from fubfequent obfervations made at that

port, by which the longitude of the entrance into

port Protection appeared to be 220° 35', its la-

titude 5f)° 20'; and the variation, by two com-

pares, differing from 28° 3 7" to 22° 42', fhewed

the mean refult to be 26° 2/
/
eaftwardly. ,

Although we had palled thus far through Cla-

rence's limits without interruption, it is never-

thelefs a navigation that ought to be profecuted

with much circumfpeciion ; particularly from

the anchorage which we quitted on the 7th, to

port Protection, and from thence to fea, by the

route we were now purfuing through the main

channel, to the eailward of cape Decifion.

Little progrefs was made on Saturday night,

owing to the light variable winds. Several lig-

nals were made to denote our fituation to the

Chatham, and though foundings were frequently

fought, no bottom could be gained with J Go fa-

thoms of line. On Sunday the 22d, with the

approach of day a gentle breeze fprang up from

the northward, but was unfortunately attended

with a very thick fog. We had however pro-

cured a tolerably good view pf pur fituation be-

T 4 fore
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fore its commencement ; and Mr. Whidbey hav-

ing paid particular attention to the courfe we had

to purfue, we made fail accordingly.

About eight o'clock we were within hearing

of a very heavy furf to the weftward, and fhortly

after, by a partial difperfion of the fog, our iitu-

ation was fhewn to be, as we expected, abreaft

of point St. Alban's, and about two miles from

the neareft of thofe dangerous rocks that furround

it. The fog gradually cleared away, and towards

noon the weather became pleafant, with a favor-

able breeze from the north-weft ; this made me
regret the obfcurity of the morning, which had

prevented our delineating the eaftern Ihore with

more exa&nefs than had been effected by the very

diftant view of it obtained in the boats*

Our courfe had been dire&ed between War-

ren's ifland and the iflands lying to the fouthward

of cape Decifion. The fouthernmoft of thefe is

the largeft, being about feven leagues in circuit ;

this I called Coronation Island, the day of

our paffing it having been the anniverfary of that

happy event. At noon, it bore by compafs from

S. 40 W., diftant four miles, to S. 23 W. ; cape

Decifion S. 87 W., nearly two leagues; mount

Calder N, 13 E.; a confpicuous point on the

eaftern fhore, forming the fouth-eaft point of

entrance into this ftrait, N. 76 E., diftant two

leagues ; to which, after Captain Pole of the

navy,
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navy, I gave the name of Cape Pole ; the eaft

point of Warren's ifland S. 87 E. aboi}t two

leagues diftant ; its north-weft point, named by

me Point Bori^ase, S.63E., diftant one league;

and its fcuth-weft point S. 51 E., five miles dif-

tant. In this fituation our obferved latitude was

56°, longitude 22fl° 17'.

Soon after mid-day our favorable breeze gra-

dually decreafed, fo that it was paft fun-fet before

we reached the ocean.

We had now become pretty well acquainted

with this entrance into the ftrait, formed on the

weft by cape Decifion, and on the caft fide by

cape Pole; thefe lie from each other S. 72 E.,

and N. 72 W., eleven miles afunder; having to

the fouthward of this line the iflands above men-

tioned, by which are formed three paftages into

• the ftrait. That between cape Decifion and the

iflands to the fouth of it, has been alreadv de-

fcribed ; that which we purfued between Coro-

nation and Warren's iflands is by far the moft

fpacious and fair to navigate, for in that between

cape Pole and Warren's ifland fome lurking rocks

were obferved.

To the fouthward of this ifland are three cluf-

ters of very dangerous rocks, the firft lying from

its north-weft point S. 15 E., at the diftance of

three miles and a half; the fecond fouth, diftant

fix miles ; and a fmall iflet lying from them

fouth-
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fouth-eaft, at the diftance of about half a league.

The third clufter lies off the fouth-eaft point of

the illand, which, from its north -weft point, lies

S. 55 E., four miles, from whence thole rocks

jie in a direction S. 30 E., about four miles dif-

£ant. Nearly in mid-channel between the iflands,

bottom could not be gained with 120 -fathoms of

line. We faw nothing of the land to north-weft

of cape Decifion, but that to the fouth-eaft and

fouth of cape Pole feemed to be much divided by

water.

Haying once more the fatisfa&ion of being in

an open fea, our courfe was directed to the fouth-

eaft, but our fails were fcarcely trimmed to the

favorable breeze that prevailed, when it fuddenly

fhifted to the S. E., and blew a frefti gale, with

which we ftood to the fouthward. The iky foon

became oyercaft, and towards the morning of the

23d the wind had fo much increafed, attended

by an heavy fea, that wre pitched away our fprit-

fail-yard, and were obliged to get down our top-

gallant-yards. About this time the Chatham

made fignal for having fprung a lower yard.

In the forenoon the fouth- eaft gale moderated,

and died away in the evening to a calm, which

afforded us an opportunity of learning that the

Chatham's main boom had been carried away,

an accident that we had immediately in our

power to repair. The calm was fhortly fucceeded

by
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by a fefh gale from the weftward, with which we

dire&ed our courfe for the north-weft point of

Queen Charlotte's iflands ; thefe wxre in fight

about ten the next morning, bearing E. N. E.

| E. ; and at noon, being within about three

leagues of the fhore, wre failed along it to the

fouth-eaftward ; our obferved latitude 5.4° 14',

longitude 22(3° 42', and the variation of the com-

pafs 24° 33' eaftwardly.

In this fituation the north-weft point of this

land, which it feems is an ifland, named by Sen1

Caamano Ifle de Langara, bore by compafs N*

3 7 E. to N. 48 E, and the fouthernmoft land in

fight S. 42 E. : by our obfervations the north-

weft point of this iiland is fituatedin latitude 54°

20\ longitude 226° 5Qi' ; and by Mr. Dixon's

chart it is placed in latitude 54° 24', longitude

226° 3Q/ which is no very material difagree-

jnent.

From this point, which I have called Point

North, we found the general trending of thefe

fliores firft take a direction N. 14 W., twenty-

two miles to a projecting land, appearing like two

iflands ; the weft extremity of which I named

Point Frederick; and then S. 17 E. twenty-

fix miles to a high fteep cliffy hill, called by Mr.

Dixon Hippa ifland ; this ended in a low project-

ing point to the north-eaftward, off which lie

feme breakers, though at no great diftance.

The
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The coaft to the N. N. E. and S. E. of Hippa

ifland appeared to be much broken, particularly

to the fouth-eaftvvard ; where a very extenfive

found takes an eafterly direction, named by Mr.

Dixon Retineirs found ; its entrance by our ob-

fervations is in latitude 53° 28^ longitude 227°

21'. Having reached this extent about dark, we

hauled our wind, and plied under an eafy fail to

preferve our ftation until the next morning. At

the dawn of the following day, Wednefday the

25th, we continued along the coaft, compofed of

fteep mountainous precipices, divided from each

other by the water ; thefe feemed to have gra-

dually increafed in height from point North, from

whence along the fhores to this extent, were

fome fcattered iflets and rocks at a fmall diftance

from the land. Our progrefs wras flow* the wind

being light, accompanied with pleafant weather.

At noon, in the obferved latitude of 53° 2', lon-

gitude 227° 22', Hippa ifland by compafs bore N.

42 W. ; and a confpicuous projecting point,

nearly the fouthernmoft land in fight, which I

named Cape Henry, S. 82 E. ; thefe forming

the outline of the coaft, lie from each other S.

32 E. and N. 32 W., 15£ leagues apart. This

cape, fituated in latitude 52° 53', longitude 227°

45i', forms the fouth point of a deep bay or found,

its fhores apparently much broken ; to this I gave

the name of Englefield Bay, in hopor of my
inuch
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much efteemed friend Sir Henry Englefield. Its

north point of entrance lying from cape Henry

N. 27 W., at the diftance of feven leagues, I

called Point Buck; which alfo forms the fouth

point of entrance into a found falling deep back

to the eaftward, named hy me Cartwrxght's

Sound. Its north point of entrance, which like-

wife after my very particular friend and phyfician

I named Point Hunter, lies from point Buck,

N. 25 W., diftant ten miles ; and a little within

this line of direction is an illand near the northern

fhore.

From cape Henry, which we pafTed in the af-

ternoon, at the diftance of four or five miles, the

iliores, fo far as we had reached by fun-fet,

feemed to be compact and to take a more eafterly

direction. The fcuthernmoft land in fight bore

by compafs S. 72 E., the neareft Ihore N. N. E,

five miles, andt he northernmoft land in fight N.

33 W. 'During the night the wind was light

and variable, by which means our diftance from

the coaft was increafed greatly beyond what I

had intended. At day-light on Thurfday the

26th the land, near the fouth extremity of

Queen Charlotte's iflands, which is named by Mr.

Dixon cape St. James, was feen bearing by com-

pafs S. 87 E. the northernmoft land in fight N.

68 W. and the neareft Ihore N. 11 W., four or

five leagues diftant.

With
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With a favorable though light breeze, our

courfe was dire&ed along the fhore, but at too

great a diftance to admit of our making any par-

ticular or exa& delineation of it ; nor is the fketch

we were enabled to obtain of thefe iflands to be

confidered as correct, or to be depended upon,

becaufe their numerous divifioris would have de-

manded a furvey that would have occupied in-

finitely more time than we had now to beftow.

Our examination was wholly confined to the ge-

neral direction of the fhores, and to afcertain the

pofition of their confpicuous projecting points*

Towards cape St. James the land was very mo-

derately elevated, but, like that on the northern

part of the iflands, it rofe gradually to rugged and

uneven mountains, which occupied the; centre ef

the country, defcending towards its extremities

to a lefs height, and is of a more uniform appear-

ance.

The v/ind blew a gentle breeze from the W»
N. W. attended with clear and pleafant weather,

At noon our obferved latitude was 52° 3¥, longi-

tude 228° 2Q
/

. In this fituation cape St. James

bore by compafs N. /f) E,, the neareft fhore N.

53 E., diftant five or fix leagues ; and the north-

ernmoft land in fight N. 42 W. ; thefe, with

other angles taken in the courfe of the day*

fhewed cape St. James, according to our observa-

tions, to be in latitude 5 1° 58' longitude 22Q° Oi',

although.
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although by Mr. Dixon's chart it is placed in

latitude 51° 48', longitude 230°. Thefe iflands

are alfo defcribed by him to occupy an extent of

2° 36' in latitude, and 3° 24' in longitude;

whereas by our effcimation they include only 2°

22' of latitude, and 2° f of longitude. This dif-

ference appears to have originated in fixing the

pofition of Rennell's found, and to have increaf-

ed uniformly to cape St. James.

From cape St. James fome rocks and rocky

iflets extend between the diredions of S. 22 E.

and S. 35 E., at the diltance of about a league

;

though Mr. Gray, in the Columbia, ftruck and

received fome material damage upon a funken

rock, which he reprefented as lying at a much

greater diftance, though nearly in the fame line

of direction.
,

The prevailing breeze favoring our wiflies, the

Chatham's fignal was made to lead during the

night ; in which fo little progrefs was made, that

on the following morning, Friday the 27tb, the

iand about cape St. James was ftill in fight. At

noon the obferved latitude was 51° 15', longi-

tude 2 2 ()° -io'. The winds were ftill favorable,

though very gentle, attended with delightfully

pleafant weather, making a very material altera-

tion for the better in our climate. This agreeable

change, however, from our lafc year's experience,

we had no great expectation would long con-

tinue,
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tinue. The whales, feals, and fea otters, feemed

to be aware of this> as great numbers of thefe

animals had beeri fporting about us for the two

or three previous days, enjoying the fun-fhine,

and probably taking their leave of the fumrner

fcafon.

In the evening of Saturday the 28th we gained

fight of the wefternmoft of Scot's iilands, bearing

by compafs E. \ N. The night was nearly calm,

6nd the next morning the favorable breeze was

fucceeded by light airs from the eaftward; At

noon the wefternmoft of Scot's iilands bore by

compafs N. 44 E., and the eafternmoft N. 6l E.

The obferved latitude 50° 45', the longitude being

at that time 230° 2Q'; this longitude was de-

duced from the above latitude, the bearings of

thefe iilands, and their pofition as fixed by our

obfervations made the preceding year ; which I

conlidercd to be as accurately afcertained as any

ftation on this coaft. This circumftance now

afforded me an excellent opportunity of difcover-

ing the feveral errors of our chronometers, which

were by thefe means proved beyond all doubt

to be going very incorrectly. The longitude

fhewn at noon by Kendall was 230° 56', by Ar-

nold's No. 14, 230° 20' 38 /;

, and by Arnold's

No. 17O, 231° 3
2'' 37". Thefe being deduced

from very excellent obfervations made both be-

fore and after noon, fhewed Kendall's to be

2f 15"
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2/' 15", and Arnold's No. 176 to be 43' Zf to

the eaft, and No. 14, to be 8' 22 11 to the weft of

the truth.

From hence our courfe was directed in the

beft manner we were able towards Nootka, then

lying S. 58 E., at the diftance of 45 leagues*

Such however wras the tardinefs of our progrefs

from adverfe winds, calms, fqually, thick, rainy,

or foggy weather ; that it was not until about

noon of Saturday the 5th of Odtober that we

reached that port.

The ufual ceremonies of falutes, and other

formalities having palled, accompanied by Mr.

Puget I waited on Sen1 Saavadra, the comman-

dant of the port ; who informed me, that he had

not received any intelligence, either from Europe

or from New Spain, fince our departure from

hence in the fpring ; and that neither the Dae-

dalus, nor any other Ihip with ftores addreffed to

me, had been there. The Daedalus I had fome

expectation of meeting here, in the event of her

having made a good paffage to port Jackfon, and

not having been there detained.

The only veifel we found at Nootka, was the

San Carlos laid up for the winter ; but Senr Saa-

vadra gave me to underftand, that in the courfe

of the fummer the port had been vilited by a

French fhip called La Flavia, having on board a

very valuable cargo of European commodities,

Vol. IV. U which
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which was carried to Kamfchatka, there to be

difpofed of to the Kuffians for furs, with which a

cargo of tea was to have been purchafed in China;

but that their expedition hitherto had not an-

fwered their expectations.

#
Scn r Saavadra further ftated, that whilft the

veflel remained at Nootka the crew had been

.yery mutinous ; and fo unruly, that the com-

mandant had been- on the point of employing

force to compel them to due obedience of their

commander's orders, to which at length they

feemed to be tolerably well reconciled, and de-

parted for China lefs diforderly inclined. Some

few American veflel-s had alfo arrived in our ab-

fence, but in a moil deplorable condition, totally

in want of provifions, naval ftores, and even fuch

articles of merchandize as were neceflary for

trading with the natives.

, A ftrong gale of wind from the S. E. the next

morning, Sunday the 6th, obliged us to ftrikc

the iop-gallant-mafts. The carpenters were em-

ployed on fliore in cutting down a new main

boom, a gaff fpritfail-yard, and other fpars that

were wanted ; whilft the reft of the refpedlive

crews were engaged in the feveral other duties

that now required attention. Thefe fully occu-

pied our time until- Tuefday morning the .8th,

when, having requefted the favor of Senr Saava-

dra to take charge of a letter containing inftruc-

d" . : •
tions
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tions for the guidance of the commander of the

Daedalus, or of any other veffel that might arrive

at Nootka with difpatches for me, or with ftores
.

for our fervice : we failed from that port with a

light northerly wind, paying and receiving from

the fort the ufual compliments.

On the preceding day I procured fome excel-

lent obfervations, both before and after noon, for

afcertaining the error of our chronometers at this

place. The mean rcfult of which Ihewcd that

Kendall's was 34' 5o"; Arnold's No. 176, .47' 2 1"

to the eaft ; and that No. 14, was 18', 20 l!

to the

weft of the truth. Thefe obfervations, with

thofe made when off Scot's iilands, completely

manifefted the increafe of error in that lapfe of

time, by which means a new rate of going was

pretty well afcertained ; and which having been,

adopted in calculating and correcting the longi-

tude affigned to the feveral ftations between port

Stewart and Nootka as before mentioned, I truft

will be found liable to little objection.

The error and rate of the chronometers as re-

fulting from the before mentioned obfervations,

fliewed Kendall's at noon on the 7th, to be faft of

mean time at Greenwich, 2h
5 1/ 4" N/

And to be gaining per day at the

rate of 22 23

Arnold's No. 1/0, ditto, ditto, 0 11 14

U2 And
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And to be gaining per day at the

rate of h
< 40" 45"'

Arnold's No. 14, ditto, ditto 2 38 5Q

And to be gaining per day at the

rate of 21 37

Thefe rates will regulate our further obferva-

tions, until we may have an opportunity of afcer-

taining the errors more corre&ly.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VIII.

PaJJage to the Southward—TJie Chatham fe?it to

Port Bodega—Arrival of the Difcovery at Port

Francifco—Chatham arrives there—Account of

her Proceedings—Proceed to Monterrey—Joined

by the Dadalus—Condu£l of the Governor—
Proceed to the Southward—Anchor at SLa Bar-

bara— Vijit Bueno Ventura—Proceed along the

Coafl to the Southward—Arrive at St. Diego

and the adjacent JJlands—AJlronomicaland Nau-

tical Obfervations.

ON leaving the port of Nootka, our progrefs

was fo much impeded by the want of wind,

and by the influence of thofe very extraordinary

counter tides or currents already noticed, that by

fix in the evening of Tuefday the 8th we were

not more than two leagues to the fouthward of

point Breakers, about which time a ftrange vefTel

was feen frorn the mail head to windward ; but

as the night was approaching, and as I wilhed to

avoid any delay, we took no other notice of her,

but continued our courfe to the S. E. agreeably

to my former determination of recommencing

our refearches on the fouthern parts of New Al-

U 3 bion*
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bion, and of procuring fuch of the ncceffaiy re-

freflimcnts as thofe countries afford, and which

we now very perceptibly began to require.

As I had little doubt that the ftore fhip would

join us before we fhould have quitted thofe fliores,

and as St. Diego appeared to me to be the moft

likely harbour to anfwer feveral purpofes, I in-

tended to unload her there, and to give our veffels

fuch necelfary repair and re-equipment as each

might demand.

With variable winds from the N. W. and S.E.

we made the beffc of our way. Thefe winds,

particularly the former, though blowing a mo-

derate breeze, wras frequently attended with very

foggy weather ; we however made fo good a

progrefs, that by the afternoon of Monday the

14th, we palled cape Orford ; to the fouthward

of which, as we proceeded along the coaft, wc

obferved on the eminences and hills that form

the fhores, at certain diftances, large fires burn-

ing throughout the whole night ; a circumftance

that had not before occurred to my obfervation

on this coaft.

Being anxious to obtain fome certain informa-

tion refpeding the port of Bodega, of w hich the

inclemency of the weather the preceding feafon

had difappointed me, I directed Mr. Puget, on

Tuefday the 15th, to make the beft of his way

thither, whilft I proceeded to St. Francifco, in

the
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the hope of meeting Sen r Quadra there, or at

Monterrey, with fufiicient credentials for fettling

the bufmefs depending about Nootka ;
which, it

was not improbable, might render our return

thither immediately neceflary, Mr. Puget hav-

ing received his directions, and having appointed

St. Franci/co as a rendezvous where he w7ould

either meet or hear from me, he immediately

departed for the port of Bodega ; and as there

was not the lead probability of Mr. Menzies

being able to vifit that part of the coaft by any

other opportunity, he accompanied Mi*. Puget

in purfuit of botanical information.

In the evening cape Mendocino was feen

bearing S. E. at the diftance of feven or eight

leagues. During the night, and all the next day>

Wednefday the 1 6th, the wind was light and very

baffling, attended with a thick fog, or hazy wca-

ther, that continued until the morning of Thurs-

day the ] /thv when, with a fine breeze from the

N.N.W. we fleered along the coaft to the fonth-

caft of cape Mendocino. At noon the obferved

latitude was 3Q° 18 ;

; the coaft then in fight exr

tending by compafs from N. to E. S. E. the

neareft fhore N. E. diftant about a league.

In the afternoon we pafled point Barro de

Arena, and to the north-weft of it fome breakers

were now feen, about two miles from the fhore,

that had not been noticed on pur former vifit,

U 4 The
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The Chatham, though at fome diftance before

us, was yet in fight, and kept dole to the land

;

but we directed our courfe for point de los Keys.

Light baffling w7inds, attended by fogs or thick

weather, prevented our reaching that diftance

until noon of Saturday the lgth ; when we pafled

that promontory with a pleafant breeze from the

N.N.W. which, by feven in the evening, brought

us to an anchor in port St. Francifco, near our

former birth off the Prefidio.

We were foon hailed from the Ihore, upon

which a boat was difpatched thither, and imme-

diately returned with our civil and attentive friend,

Senr Sal ; who, in addition to the offers of his

fervices and hofpitality, gratified us by commu-
nicating the interefting intelligence of the ftate.

of Europe, up to fo late a date as the preceding

February
; which, as may be naturally expected,

had long been an object of our molt anxious cu-

riofky. After fupper Senr Sal retired to the.

fhore, and the next morning I received from him

two letters; the one requeuing, in an official

form, that 1 would acquaint him in writing of

our arrival in port St. Francifco, of the fuppliea

we fhould want, and of the time I intended to re-

main in that port, in order that he might imme-

diately communicate the fame to the governor of

the province ; the other ftating that, under the

fuperior orders by which alone his conduct could

be
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be governed, he was obliged to make known to

me, that no individual could be permitted to

come on fhore, but for the purpofes of procuring

wood and water, excepting myfelf and one of-

ficer, or midfhipman, who might pafs to the Pre-

fidio, where I Ihould be received and attended as

pn our former yifit,

Thefe rpftridtions wrere of a nature fo unex-

pected, ungracious, and degrading, that I could

not but confider them as little fhort of a difmif-

iion from St. Francifco, and I was left in the

greateft perplexity to account for a reception fo

totally different from what we had experienced

pn a former occafion, and fo contrary to what I

had been taught to expert, by the letters with

which I had been honored from the viceroy of

New Spain, in return to my letter of thanks for*

the great civilities that had been conferred upon

us.

I was give*: to underftand, that a captain in>

the Spanifh infantry, named Arrillaga, had arrived

at Monterrey fome time in the courfe of the pre«>

ceding fpring ; and being the fenior officer, had

taken upon himfelf the junfdi&ion of the pro-

vince, with fentiments apparently not the moll

favorable towards foreign vifitors.

In fupport of this opinion, and injufticeto

our worthy friend Sen 1

Sal, it is neceffary to re-

mark, that it evidently appeared to be with the

iitmoft
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utmoft repugnance that he was compelled to de-

liver, in compliance with the orders of his fenior

officer, thefe injunctions. In reply to which, I

fiated briefly to Senr
Sal, that I had put into

port St. Francifco to recruit our wood and water,

to procure fuch refrefhments as the country might

afford, and to wait the arrival of our confort the

Chatham ; with which veffel this port had been

appointed our next rendezvous previous to our

parting company. That as foon as we fhould

have obtained our necellary fupplies, which would

pot occupy more than two or three days, we

fhould depart ; and that he might be aflured the

refiriclions contained in his other letter, refpedl-

ing our communication with the ihore, fliould be

'duly obferved.

This port, however, was the rendezvous of the

Chatham ; and as I had not been denied the pri-

vilege of procuring fome frefli beef, I determined

to remain until fhe fhould arrive. This took

place, however, much earlier than I could have

expected from the nature of the fervice on which

fhe had been difpatched, as we had the pleafure

of feeing her at St. Francifco the next day, Moiir

day the 21 ft.

Our water had been procured, when we w?ere

here before, jufc behind the beach, in a low fpace

covered with fpiry grafs, which was at that time

flooded by the rain ; this being now quite dry,

we
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wc were obliged to refort to a fmall ftream of

moft exceilent water ; but as this was furrounded

by a loofe morafs, through which we were obliged

to pafs, the accomplilliment of this objedl was

rendered fo tedious, as to detain us here until the

evening of Wedneiday the 23d, when we pre-

pared for our departure ; and at four the next

morning, Thurfday the 24th, having the ebb

tide, and a frefn breeze from the N. W. we turn-

ed out of the port. The wind in the offlng was

very light and baffling, but w7e directed our courfe

with it in the beft manner we were able towards

Monterrey ; where I expelled to find the de-

ferters of the Chatham, and where, by explaining

the peculiar nature of our fituation to Sen r Ar-

rillaga, the ailing commandant of the province,

I was in hopes of meeting a reception worthy of

our fituation, notwithftanding his former reftric-

tive orders.

It appeared by Mr. Puget's journal, that from

light variable winds, calms and fogs, he did not

reach the entrance into port Bodega until the

morning of the 20th, when he flood in between

its north point, and the flat rock lying off it, no-

ticed on the 13th of February, 1/Q2; and an-

chored in fix fathoms water, the flat rock bear-

ing by compafs S. W. and an opening in the land

fuppofed to be the mouth of the harbour, W.
N. W. Here Mr. Puget remarks, that in gain-

ing
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ing this ftation it was again his misfortune to be

incommoded by a thick fog ; but as fuch impe-

diments had already detained him far beyond his

expe&ations, he had embraced the opportunity

of the firfl clear interval to bear away for this

narrow palTage, and found the depth of water

from ten to four fathoms ; the flat rock was found

to lie from the north point of the port S. 03 E.

diftant a quarter of a mile. About a mile from

^he flat rock a reef of rocks extends S. 1 3 W. ;

off its north point is a flioal two or three fhip's

lengths in extent ; this ought not to be nearer

approached than the foundings of four fathoms

will admit, and is difcoverable by the weeds it

produces. The beft paffage through this narrow

channel to the anchorage which the Chatham

occupied, is found by keeping the northern or

continental fhore on board ; at which ftation Mr.

Puget inferts the following account of his trans-

actions.

" Immediately after the velfel was fecured^

Mr. Johnftone was fent, accompanied by Mr,

Menzies, to examine port Bodega, which they

accomplished by noon, having rounded out the

fandy bay to the northward in nine and twelve

fathoms water. The entrance of the harbour is

obftru&ed by a Jfhoal of land, on w7hich the

greateft depth is nine feet at the laft quarter's

flood. Mr. Johnflone went through this paflage

clofe
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clofe to the high land, and at the back of the

low fpit before us, he found an extenfive lagoon,

which alfo had the fame foundings as in the en-

trance. On landing they were joined by fome

Indians, who had previoufly made a large fire on

the north corner of the bay. Thefe people, in

their manners and conduct, were perfectly inof*

fenfive ; their numbers did not exceed thirty, of

all ages and of both fexes ; fome few had bows

and arrows, which they difpofed of to our party

for beads and trinkets ; the language they fpoke

was a mixture of Spanifh and their own provin*

cial dialeCt, and from this we may infer, that

they were either fubordinate to the Spaniards, or

that they had a constant connection with the fet-

tlement at St. Francifco.

u On the bluff of the entrance is fixed, in a

confpicuous place, a pole, having a ftave lafhed

acrofs its upper end, which was conjectured to be

the Spanifh token of pofTeffion ; indeed by the

Indians our party learned, if they were rightly

underftood, that fome of that nation were ac-

tually there, at the extremity or north-weft end

of the lagoon.

" Mr. Johnftone obferved the men to be in

general naked, but the women wore fkins of ani-

mals about their fhoulders and waifts, and were

as much tatooed, or pun6tured, as any of the fe-

males of the Sandwich i(lands ; the hair of both

fexes
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fcxes was black, which they wore clubbed be-

hind.

f
€ The foil is fandy, and in general covered

with bulhes and different forts of verdure ; the

country, inland, is of a moderate height; but as

their examination was confined to the beach and

its environs, they remained ignorant of the vege*

table productions the more inland parts afforded*

" Great numbers of the feathered tribe were

feen, white and brown pelicans, gulls, plover,

and a variety of aquatic fowl ; on the iliores they

obferved eagles, hawks, the red-hreafted lark,

crows and ravens. No quadrupeds were feen,

they only diftinguifhed the track, and faw the

dung, of what was confidcrcd to be black cattle.

" Having completed their examination of this

part of the bay, and feeing no likelihood of a fa-

vorable change in the weather, we weighed at

two in the afternoon, it being my intention im-

mediately to proceed to the examination of the

next opening ; but the wind coming to the S.W.
with a very threatening appearance from that

quarter, when w§ were off it, deterred me from

purfuing my firft plan.

" This opening is formed by twTo apparently

low points, from which extends a vaft deal of

broken water ; but whether there was a paffage

between them we could not determine. I fhould

be inclined to think there is not; for which rea-

fon
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fon I did not think it prudent to Hand too far in,

as, from the direction of the wind, we fhould not

have been able to have hauled out clear of the

land ; had we met with flioal w7ater, our depth

in that fituation being feven fathoms, having

from our anchorage to abreaft of this opening

had from that depth to thirteen fathoms, irre-

gular hard bottom, but not rocky ; and as this

part of the coaft does not afford any known fafe

ihelter, from whence we could have difpatchei

the boats, and left the vefiel in perfect fecurity

;

I judged it beft, from fuch circumftances, and

the continual thicknefs and bad appearance of

the weather, to give up the examination until a

more favorable opportunity fhould offer, and

make the beft of my w7ay to join the Difcovery

at St. Francifco."

I was much difappointed that thefe untoward

circumftances had prevented Mr. Puget from

completing his furvey of port Bodega; and I

fhould certainly have given directions for a fe~

cond attempt, had it not been for the reception

we had met with at St. Francifco ; which had

probably arifen either from the jealoufy or too

general inftru6tions of the acting governor of the

province ; wThofe difpleafure, under our prefent

circumftances, I did not think it prudent to ex-

cite, efpecially as I had underftood that the Spa-

niards had it in contemplation to make an eftab-

lifliment
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lifhment at port Bodega, in which cafe a fecond

vifit might have been productive of offence.

In proceeding towards Monterrey wc made fo

little progrefs> that we were ftill at no great dif-

tance from St. Francifco the next morning, Fri-

day the 25th ; when a veffel was defcried to the

N. N. W. and on ftanding towards her, fhe

proved to be the Daedalus.

About noon, Lieutenant Hanfon came on

board, and informed me that he had purfued the

route I had directed towards New South Walesa

That he had taken from New Zealand two of

the natives, in order that they might inftrucft the

inhabitants of port Jackfon in the ufc and ma-

nagement of the flax plant. That he had ar-

rived at the fettlement on the 20th of April,

] 7Q 3, and was in readinefs to depart on the 20th

of June, but that he did not receive orders frorri

Major Grofe until the end of that month ; when

he put to fea, and pafled to the weftward of the

Society iilands, in fight of the ifland of Scilly,

the only land feen between port Jackfon and

Owhyhee, which wTas in fight on the lft of Sep-

tember ; and that, after procuring fome refrefh-

rnents amongft thofe iilands, he took his depar*

ture on the 8th of that month for Nootka, which

land was made the evening we left that port

;

the Daedalus being the vefTel we then faw to the

•Weftward. She anchored in Friendly cove the

next
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next morning ; and having obtained a fupply of

wood, water, and other neceflaries, Mr. Hanfon

failed from thence on the 1 3th of Odtober, agree-

ably to the diredlions I had there left for his fu-

ture proceedings.

Mr. Hanfon brought a fupply of provifions,

and fuch parts of the ftores which I had de-

manded, as could be procured. From him I

learned that Major Grofe was very folicitous that

I fhould again attempt the introduction of the

cattle of this country into New South Wales

;

notwithftanding, that out of the number I had

before fent thither in the Daedalus, one cow,

three ewes, and a ram only, had furvived the

voyage. The failure of the reft had been attri-

buted to their being too old, and it was therefore

hoped that an aifortment of young ones would

be more fuccefsful. With refpedl to the fwine,

Mr. Hanfon's endeavours had been attended with

greater fuccefs, as he had carried from Otaheite,

and had landed at Port Jackfon, feventy of thofe

animals, which, from the excellency ofthe breed,

muft necelfarily prove a moft valuable acquifi-

tion.

The wind continued variable between the

fouth and eaft, blowing a moderate breeze, and

fometimes accompanied with foggy weather ; in

which, on the evening and night of Monday the

28th, although many guns were fired to denote

Vol. IV. X our
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our fituation, we parted company with the Chat-

ham ; but the Dasdalus. kept her ftation near us.

This unpleafant weather continued with little

alteration, attended generally by adverfe winds,

until the morning of Friday the lft of November,

when, with a breeze at W. S. W. and thick hazy

weather, we reached Monterrey, where we an-

chored wdth the Dsedalus about eleven in the

forenoon, and moored nearly in our former fta-

tion. Here we found our confort, which, not-

withftanding the difadvantages of the weather,

had reached this place on the 30th of the pre-

ceding month.

Whilft we'were employed in fecuring the ihip,

I fent an officer to acquaint the governor of our

arrival, and of the ohjedt of my vifit, and alfo

w7 ith an offer on my part to falute the garrifon,

if an equal compliment wTould be returned.

This being aflented to, I waited on Sen 1' Ar~

rillaga, the commandant, and was received with

the ceremony ufual on fuch occafions ; as foon as

this was ended, I was preparing to ftate my rea-

fons for having entered the ports under his go-

vernment, when he flopped me from proceeding

further, and begged that the fubjecS might be

referred to a written correfpondence, by which

mode he conceived matters wrould be more fully

explained. I then made inquiries after the de-

ferters from the Chatham, and wras given to un-

derftand
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derftand by Sen 1' Arrillaga, that a few days after

our departure from hence, in the month of Ja-

nuary, they had made their appearance ; on which

they were taken into cuftody, and fent prifoners

to St, Bias, in order to be removed from thence

to Nootka. The armourer, fent on board the

Chatham from the million of St. Carlos, I had

promifed to return thither, either on receiving

the deferters at Nootka, or in the event of their

not being taken at the conclufion of the feafon ;

he was therefore difcharged from the Chatham,

and fent on fhore*

In the afternoon, oh a fignal being made from

the Ihore for one of our boats, a Spanilh officer

was brought off, who delivered to me two let*

ters from Senr Arrillaga. One ftating, that he

was without orders for the reception of foreign

veflels into the ports under his jurifdi&ion, ex-

cepting in cafes where the rights of hofpitality

demanded his affillance ; and requefting that I

would communicate to him the objects that had

brought me hither, by which his future deter*

minations would be governed. The other con*

tained expreffions delirous of preferving the fub-

filling harmony ; but at the fame time ftated,

that without departing from the fpirit of the or-

ders by which his conduct was to be regulated,

he could not permit any perfons to come on Ihore,

excepting the commander of foreign veflels, with

X 2 one
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one or two officers ; or the individuals employed

in procuring wood and water, which fervice was

to be performed with all poffible fpeed ; and that

the reft of our wants would be fupplied with the

greateft difpatch on my giving him previous no-

tice.

The tenor of thefe letters being very different

from what my converfation with Senr
Arrillaga

had given me reafon to expe&, when I vifited

him at the Prefidio ; I was reduced to the necef-

fity of fending him the next day, Saturday the

2d, a full explanation of the objects of our voyage,

and of the motives that had induced me to enter

the ports under hisjurifdi&ion. In this I ftated,

that I had been intrufted by his Britannic Ma-

jefty with a voyage of difcovery, and for the ex-

ploring of various countries in the Pacific Ocean ;

of which the north- weft coaft of America was

one of the principal obje&s. That previoufly to

my departure from England, I had been given to

underftand, not only that I fhould be hofpitably

received on this coaft by the fubje&s of the Spa-

nifh crown, but that fuch information of the

progrefs of my voyage as I might wifh to com-

municate to the Court of Great Britain, would

be forwarded by the way of St. Bias by the offi-

cers of his Catholic Majefty refiding in thefe

ports ; and that I w7as inftru6led to make a free

and unreferved communication of all difcoveries

made



1793.] ROUND THE WORLD. 30<)

made in the courfe ofmy refearches, to any Spa-

nilh officer or officers whom I might chance to

meet, engaged in iimilar purfuits with myfelf

;

and that 1 now purpofed to tranfmit to Senr

Quadra a copy ofmy charts and furveys, that had

been made fince our departure from this port the

preceding year. That the "voyage in which we

were engaged, was for the general ufe and benefit

of mankind, and that under thefe circumftances,

we ought rather to be considered as labouring

for the good of the world in general, than for the

advantage of any particular fovereign, and that

the court of Spain would be more early informed

of, and as much benefited by my labours, as the

kingdom of Great Britain. That in confequence

of thefe infiru&ions, I had exchanged fome charts

with Senr Quadra, and others were ready for his

reception. That I had not only been treated on

my former vifit here with the greateft friendftiip,

and unbounded hofpitality ; but had received

from his Excellency, the viceroy of Mexico, the

ftrongeft aflurances, that thefe attentions had

been fiiew^n in compliance with the defire of his

Catholic Majefty, and of the orders he had iffued

for that purpole; and that I had inclofed his

Excellency's letters for his perufal, to certify him,

that I did not intend any deception. That our

examination and furvey would ftill require ano-

ther year to complete it ; and that I had made

X 3 choice
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choice of this port, or St. Diego, for the purpofe

of refitting our veffels, unloading the ftore-fhip,

and making fuch agronomical obfervations as

were become neceflary for profecuting our re-

fearches with corre&nefs. The manner in which

thefe fervices would require to be performed on

fliore I particularly pointed out, and hoped that

the officers and people would be permitted the

fame recreation on foot and on horfeback, with

which they had been indulged on our former

yifit, under fuch limitations and reflri&iqns as

he might think proper to prefcrihe.

On Monday the 4th I received from Sen r
Arril-?

laga a reply to my letter, in which he was pleafed

to compliment me upon my ingenuoufnefs ; and

thanked me for having given him the perufal of

the viceroy's letters. In vindication of himfelf he

faid, that there was no royal order for the recep-

tion of our vefiels, like that produced by M. de

la Peroufe. That he did not comprehend that

his excellency expected that we fhould repair a

fecond time to the ports under his jurifdiction

;

and that eyen Senr Quadra before his departure

had given the commander of the garrifon to un-

derstand, by a letter of which Senr Arrillaga fent

me a copy, that the attentions we had received

on the former occafion were for that time only

;

and were not to be confidered as neceffary to be

Ihewn us in future. Notwithftanding however

all



1793.] ROUND THE WORLD. 311

all thcfe objections, being defirous of contributing

to the public undertaking in which we were en-

gaged, he requefted I would inform him of the

precife number of days in which the ftore-fhip

could be unloaded ; he offered to give me the

key of the warehoufe at the landing place, for

the reception of her cargo, near which we might

ereCtthe obfervatory; and allowed the gentlemen

and officers to recreate themfelves within fight of

the Spanifh officer, who Hiould be ftationed for

the protection ofthe cargo and obfervatory; which

latter was only to be erected in the day time, as he

could not permit any of our people to be on fhore

between fun-fet and fun - rife ; and laftly, he had

no objection to our recruiting our wrood and wa-

ter, provided all thofe employed on that fervice

ffiould retire on board at night, and that I would

engage that the greateft difpatch ffiould take

place in thefe and all our other tranfaCtions.

The fituation pointed out by him, where we

might be allowed to lodge fuch of the provifions

and ftores as required to be landed, was not only

inconvenient on account of the furf which ge-

nerally ran very high in its vicinity, but the place

propofed for their reception, was in the midft of

the common slaughtering of all their cattle, the

neighbourhood of which, to a confiderable dis-

tance in all directions, wTas rendered extremely

offenfive and unwholefome, by the offal having

X 4 never
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never been cleared away, but left from time

to time in a continual ftate of putrefa&ion. In

addition to which, the {lores thus depofited were

to be left every night under the care of the go-

vernor's troops, without any check on the fidelity

of thofe people, which I had fome reafon to be-

lieve would be very neceffary. In the centre of

this intolerable nuifance we had alfo leave to

ere6l the obfervatory, and to attend to our agro-

nomical purfuits, but hi the day time only ; and

in its vicinity, and within fight of it and the Pre-

fidio, we might be allowed to recreate ourfelves

on fhore.

On due confideration of all thefe circum-

fiances, I declined any further correfpondence

with, or accepting the incommodious affiftance

proffered by Senr Arrillaga ; and determined,

after finifhing our inveftigation of thefe fhores,

to retire to the Sandwich iflands, where I had

little doubt that the uneducated inhabitants of

Owhyhee, or its neighbouring ifles, would cheer-

fully afford us that accommodation which had

been unkindly denied us at St. Francifco and

Monterrey.

The obfervations made on fhore by Mr. Whid-

bey, with the artificial horizon for afcertaining

the longitude by the chronometers, allowing the

prefumed rate and error as fettled off Scot's

iflands, and in Nootka found,„fhewed by fix fets

of
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of obfervations made on two different days at St.

Francifco, that Kendall's chronometer was 1 ]/

10 /;

; Arnold's No. 14, 16' 48"
; and No. 176,

6' 1 8" ; to the wellward of the truth, and by

four fets of obfervations made on two different

days at this place, Kendall's chronometer was

found to be 4' 34", and Arnold's No. 14, 14/
1
3"

to the weftward; and No. 176, 15
/
47

// tothe

eaftward of the truth. Hence it appeared that

Arnold's No. 14, was going with greater regula-

rity than any of the others.

As our fituation afforded no better means of

afcertaining a point of fo interefting a nature,

the above rate and error was of neceffity adopted;

fubjedl however to correction by fubfequent ob-

fervations/ which was accordingly done, and the

longitude fo corrected is affixed to all our future

fituations, as alfo to the pofition of the coaffc and

adjacent illands, until our departure from New
Albion.

In the forenoon of Tuefday the 5 th we un-

moored, and about ten at night, with a light

foutherly breeze, we weighed and failed out of

the bay ; but the wTind continuing light and

variable, we made little progrefs until the fore-

noon of Wednefday the Cth, when, with the

regular northerly breeze, we hauled in clofe to

point Pinos, and there recommenced our furvey

of this coaft fouth-e&flward from Monterrey.

Point
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Point Pinos, as already defcribed to form the

fouth-eaft point of Monterrey bay, is a low pro-

jecting point of land, covered with trees, chiefly

the ftone-pine. From hence the exterior coaft

takes a direction S. 28 W., about four miles to

the north point of the bay of Carmelo, which is

a fmall open and expofed fituation, containing

fome detached rocks ; and having a rocky bot-

tom is a very improper place for anchorage. Into

this bay flows the river Carmelo, paffing the mif-

fion of St. Carlos, and at a little diftance from

the fea, it is faid to abound with a variety of ex-

cellent fifh.

In a direction about E. by S. from St. Carlos,

at the diftance of about 15 leagues, is the million

of St. Antonio, eftablifhed in the year 17Q2.

From the north point of the bay q{ Carmelo,

the coaft takes a direction S. by E. four leagues,

to a fmall, high, rocky lump of land, lying about

half a mile from the fhore, which is nearly bar-

ren
; indeed, the trees from point Pinos extend

a little way only to the fouthward of the bay

of Carmelo, where the mountains rife rather

abruptly from the fea ; and the naked fhores, ex-

cepting one or two fandy beaches, are intirely

compofed of fteep rocky cliffs.

Southward from the detached lump of land,

the coaft, which takes a direction S. 40 E., is

nearly ftraight and ccmpadt ;*the mountains form

o»e
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one uninterrupted, though rather uneven, ridge,

with chafms and gullies on their fides ; the whole

to all appearance nearly deftitutc of vegetation.

In the evening we hauled our wind, and plied

in order to retain our fituation, for the purpole

of profecuting our refearches in the morning of

Thurfday the 7th, when, notwithflanding that

the wind was favorable to this ' defign, yet the

fog prevented my putting it into execution, and

wTe were obliged to {land to windward all that

day under an eafy fail. Unpleafant weather like

this had attended many of our favorable N. W.
winds fince our departure from port Prote6lion,

and in a manner I had not been accuftomed to

notice. The fog did not in general rife more

than ten or twelve degrees above the horizon ;

above which the atmofphere was clear and plea-

fant, admitting us frequently to fee not only the

fummits, but alfo- fome diflance down the fides

of the mountains that compofe the coaft. Thefe

now appeared in a double ridge; the interior

ones produced foreft trees, that fhewed their tops

above the fummits of thofe that feemed to rife

abruptly from the fea fhore, the lower parts of

which continued to be totally obfeured by the

denfity of the fog, until the morning of Friday

the 8th, when it in fome meafure difperfed, and

permitted us to fee that part of the coaft from

whence we had flood to fea on the evening of

the
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the 6th, and enabled us to afcertain, that, fouth-

ward from that uation, the coafl ftill continued

in a direction S. 40 B., and was equally compact.

The fame wind, with a continuance of thick

hazy weather, fcarcely allowed us to fee from

point to point as we failed along the coaft, and

prevented our delineating its pofition with that

degree of accuracy and precifion I could have

wifhed ; though it did not preclude our afcertain-

ing the continuation and connexion of the conti-

nental fhore, which, as we advanced, became

lefs abrupt ; and the country, compofed of val-

lies and mountains that gradually defcended to-

wards the fea fhore, which confifted of alternate

rocks and fandy beaches, put on a more agreeable

appearance, as vegetation again feemed to exift

:

fome dwarf trees were produced, and the furface

was interfperfed with a few dull verdant fpots.

About nine o'clock we pafled a low proje&ing

point, off which lie, at a fmall diftance, two or

three rugged detached rocks ; the outermoft is

fituated in latitude 35' 42 /;

, longitude 23 Q
/ 6 /y

;

from whence the line of the coaft, for a fliort

diftance, inclines a few degrees more to the eaft-

ward ; the mountains fall further back from the

water-fide, and the intermediate country ap-

peared to be a plain, or to rife with a very gra-

dual afcent, for the fpace of about four leagues

along the coaft, This land was tolerably well

wooded,



J 703.] ROUND THE WORLD. 317

wooded, even clofe down to the fliore ; and by

the affiftance of our glaffes fome of the tre'es were

feen to be very large, with fpreading branches ;

and being for the greater part diftributed in de-

tached clumps, produced a very pleafmg effe6l,

and a profped: more fertile than we had lately

been accuftomed to behold. This difference in

the appearance of the country was not confined

to inanimate nature, for its inhabitants feemed

to benefit by its fuperior produ&ions, as we foon

difcovered a canoe approaching us, of a conduc-

tion I little expected to have met with. Infiead

of its being compofed of ftraw like thofe we had

feen on our firft vifit to port St. Francifco, it

was neatly formed of wood, much after the

Nootka fafhion, and was navigated with great

adroitnefs by four of the natives of the country.

Their paddles were about ten feet long, with a

blade at each end ; thefe they handled with much
dexterity, either intirely on one fide, or alternately

on each fide of their canoe. Their exertions to

reach us were very great, but as we were favored

with a frelh gale, with all fails fet, they were not

able to come up with us ; and I regretted that I

could not afford fome leifure for a better acquain-

tance with thefe people, who feemed, by the in-

genuity difplayed in their canoe, to differ very

materially from thofe infenfible beings we had

met
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met in the neighbourhood of St. Francifco and

Monterrey.

Our progrefs by noon brought us to the lati-

tude of 35° 33', longitude 230° Ml% in this

fituation the northernmoft part of the coaffc in

fight bore by compafs N. W. by W.; a point

forming the north point of the bay S. 75 E. ; a

high conical hill, flat at the top, appearing to be

an ifland in the bay, S. 67. E. ; the fouth point

of the bay S. 46 E. ; and the neareft fhore N.

26 E., two miles diftant. At the north point of

this bay, which is fituated in latitude 35° 3 \\

longitude 23Q° 22', the woodland country ceafes

to exift, and the Ihores acquire a quick afcent,

with a very uneven furface, particularly in the

neighbourhood of the bay. Some detached rocks

are about its fouthern point, which lies from the

northern S. 25 E., diftant thirteen miles, and is

formed by fteep cliffs, falling perpendicularly into

the ocean. From the line of the two outer points

the fhores of the bay fell back about five miles ;

they appeared to be much expofed
;
and, unlefs

the conical rock is connected with the fhores,

they did not feem to form any projecting point,

but were compofed of a fandy beach, that ftretch-

ed from a margin of low land, extending from

the rugged mountains that form the more inte-

rior country ; from whence four fmall flreams

were
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were feen from the mail head to flow into the

bay.

This bay was the firft indent in the fhoresto

the fouthward of Carmelo bay, and, according to

the Spanifli charts, is called Los Efteros ; the

north point above mentioned is called Ponto del

Efteros, which is placed in Senr Quadra's chart

only two miles further fouth than the fituation

of it by our obfervations ; but in the printed

chart it is placed ten miles further fouth, and is

reprefented in a different point of view from that

in w7hich it had appeared to us.

To the fouthward of Ponto del Efteros, the

whole exterior country had a fteril, dreary, un-

pleafant afped ; yet I had underftood that the

Spaniards had fome eftablifhments, in fertile and

pleafant filiations, not far from the fhores of this

neighbourhood. Near the northern parts of the

bay was the miffion of St. Luis, formed in the

year 1//2, and about 25 leagues to the north-

eaft of it was another named St. Antcnio, eftab-

lifiied the fame year. The precife fituation of

thefe millions may be liable to error, as the in-

formation refpeding them was principally ob-

tained from curfory converfation.

The fouth point of Efteros forms the north-

weft extreme of a confpicuous promontory ; this

takes a rounding direction about S. 36 E., eight

miles, where the coaft retires again to the eaft-
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ward, and forms the northern fide of an extenfive

open bay. This promontory is named in the

printed chart The Mountain del Buchon, off

which, at the diftance of about eight leagues, I

underftood an ifland had lately been difcovered,

but we faw nothing of it. Our view however

was very confined, occafioned by a very thick

haze, fbmetimes approaching to a fog, which to-

tally prevented our feeing any objedt further than

from two to four leagues in any direction ; info-

much that we flood into this bay to the fouth-

ward of Mount del Buchon, without knowing

it to be fuch, until the fouth point difcovered it-

felf through the haze, at the diftance of about

three leagues.

. This not being named in the Spanifli charts,

I have, after our friend the commandant at St.

Francifco, called it Point Sal; and being in

the line of the two points of this bay, they were

found to lie from each other S. 40| E., and N.

40 1 W., twenty miles afunder, the neareft part

of the bay bearing by compafs N. E., was five or

fix miles diftant. As the day was faft declining,

we hauled our wind to preferve our fituation

during the night, with fo'ftrong a gale from the

N. W. as obliged us to clofe-reef our topfails. In

the morning, the weather being more moderate

and the atmofphere more clear, we fleered for

point Sal, and had a good opportunity of feeing

the
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the northern fliores of the bay, which like thofe

of Efteros, feemed compact, without any pro-

jecting points that would afford flielter or fecu-

rity for fhipping.

The interior country confifted of lofty barren

mountains, in double and treble ridges, at fome

diftance from the fliore ; the intermediate land

defcended gradually from their bafe, interfperfed

with eminences and vallies, and terminated on

the coaft in fandy beaches, or low white cliffs,

Point Sal, which is a high fteep rocky cliff, pro-

jecting from the low fliore, with a country of

fimilar appearance to the fouth of it, is fituated

in latitude 34° 57', longitude 23Q°43§ /
, from

whence the coaft takes a direction S. 4 E. nine-

teen miles, to another high fteep rocky point

projecting in the like manner, and rifmg very

abruptly in rugged craggy cliffs. This I called

Point Arguello; near it are two or three de-

tached rocks lying clofe to the fhore ; the coaft

between thefe two points falls a little back to the

eaftward. The intermediate fliores and interior

country continued to bear the fame appearance

;

the whole was deftitute of wood, and nearly fo

of other vegetable productions, excepting near a

rivulet that we palfed about nine in the fore-

noon, fituated from point Arguello N. 12 E., at

the diftance of about fix miles. This appeared

to be the largeft flow of water into the ocean we

Vol, IV. Y had
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had yet feen, excepting that of Columbia river

;

but the breakers that extended acrofs its entrance,

feemed to preclude the poffibility of its being na-

vigable even for boats. In the Spanilh charts it

is called Rio de St. Balardo.

About eleven o'clock we pafled point Arguello,

from whence the coaft takes a direction S. 51 E.,

ten miles to a point of but little elevated, or ra-

ther low, land ; this, according to the Spanifti

charts, is called point Conception, forming the

north-weft point of entrance into the channel of

Sta Barbara. Being now favored with a frefh N.

W. gale, though attended with hazy weather,

we were by noon abreaft of this point ; the ob-

ferved latitude was 34° 30', longitude 239° 52';

in this fituation the eafternmoft part of the c oal:

in fight bore by compafs E. N. E. ; point Con-

ception being the neareft ftiore, N. 32 E., two or

three miles diftant ; the northernmoft part of the

coaft in fight, N. 48 W. ; the wefternmoft, or

firft ifland, forming the channel of S a Barbara,

called in one of the Spanifti charts St. Miguel, in

the other St. Barnardo, {the former of which I

have adopted) bore from S. 25 E. to S. 32 E. ;

the next called in one of thofe charts S ra Rofa, in

, the other St. Miguel, (the former of which I have

Continued) bore from S. 42 E. to S. 54 E. ; and

a high hill on the third ifland, called in the Spar

nifh charts S ta Cruz, bore 3, 70 E.

Point
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Point Conception is rendered very remarkable,

by its differing very much in form from the points

we had lately feen along the coaft. It appeared

to ftretch out into the ocean from an extenfive

tra£t of low land, and to terminate like a wedge,

with its large end falling perpendicularly into the

fea, which broke againft it with great violence.

By our obfervations it appeared to be in latitude

34° 32^ longitude 239° 54'; the former corre-

fponding with both the Spanifh charts within two

or three miles, being there placed fo much fur-

ther to the fouthward.

Immediately to the eaftward of Point Concep-

tion (the coalt from thence taking an eaftern di-

rection) we palTed a fmall Indian village, the firft

we had obferved along the Ihores of thefe fouthem

parts of New Albion. The inhabitants made a

fire the inftant we came within their view, but

no one ventured to pay us a vifit. The prevail-

ing ftrong gale at the time of our palling pro-

bably prevented their embarking.

It is not unlikely that this village was attached

to the miffion of Sr Rofa, which I had been in-

formed was eftablifhed in the vicinity of this point

in the year 1 788, and had the reputation of being

fituated in a very fertile country. Another report

had ftated this miffion to be near the banks of the

Rio St, Balardo; and, as it is not improbable

Y 2 that
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that the ftream may take a fouthern courfe from

its entrance, both informations may be correal.

The coaft continued in this eafterly dire&ion

about twenty-three miles from point Conception,

to a point where it took a foutherly turn, from

whence the country gradually rofe to mountains

of different heights. In the vicinity of the Ihores,

which are compofed of low cliffs or fandy beaches,

were produced fome ftunted trees and groveling

Ihrubs ; and notwithftanding the dreary appear-

ance of the coaft as we paffed along, it feemed to

be well inhabited, as feveral villages were feen at

no great diftance from each other in the fmali

bays or coves that form the coaft.

By four in the afternoon wrehad failedbeyondthe

influence of our favorable N. W. gale, which {till

continued to blow a little way aftern of us, whilfl

we were perplexed with light variable wrinds from

every quarter. With thefe however, wre endea-

voured to approach the fhores of the main land,

in order to anchor for the night. About fun-fet

we were vifited by fome of the inhabitants in a

canoe from one of the villages. Their vifit

feemed to be dilated by curiofity alone, which

being fatisfled, as they wrere about to depart, I

gave them fome iron and beads, with which they

appeared to be highly delighted, and returned to

the fhore*

By
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By feven in the evening it was nearly calm,

and having at that time foundings at the depth

of 37 fathoms, muddy bottom, we anchored in

company with the Chatham and D^dalus.

The furface of the fea, which was perfe&ly

fmooth and tranquil, was covered with a thick

flimy fubftance, which, when feparated, or dis-

turbed by any little agitation, became very lu-

minous, whilft the light breeze that came prin-

cipally from the fhore, brought with it a very

ftrong fmell of burning tar, or of fome fttch re-

finous fubftance. The next morning, Sunday

the 10th, the fea had the appearance of diflblved

tar floating upon its furface, which covered the

ocean in all directions within the limits of our

view ; and indicated, that in this neighbourhood

it was not fubjeCt to much agitation.

From this anchorage, fituated in latitude 34°

24', longitude 240° 32', the coaft as before men-

tioned takes a fputherly turn, S. 48 E. about two

leagues to a point bearing by compafs N. 81 E.

half a league diftant from our ftation ; the centre

of the ifland of St, Miguel bore from S. 27 W.
diftant 1 1 leagues ; Sta Iiofa from S. 1 1 W. to

S. 5 E. ; the former 25, the latter 26 miles dif*

tant ; the ifland of S ta Cruz from S. 81 E. to S.

55 E. ; and the main land in fight from S. 82

W. to S. 87 E.

The want of wind detaining us in this fitua-

Y 3 tion.
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tion, afforded an opportunity to feveral of the

natives from the different villages, which were

numerous in this neighbourhood, to pay us a

vifit. They all came in canoes made of w7ood,

and decorated with fhells like that feen on the

8th. They brought with them fome fifti, and a

few of their ornaments ; thefe they difpofed of

in the moft cheerful manner, principally for

fpoons, beads, and fciffars. They feemed to pof-

fefs great fenfibility, and much vivacity, yet they

condu&ed themfelves with the moft perfed de-

corum and good order; very unlike that inani-

mate ftupidity that marked the charader of moft

of the Indians we had feen under the Spanifh,

jurifdidion at St. Francifco and Monterrey.

Thefe people either did not underftand the Spa-

nifh language, or fpoke it in fuch a manner as to

be unintelligible to us ; for as we wTere totally

unacquainted with their native dialed:, we en-

deavoured, but to no effed, by means of Spanifh,

to gain from them fome information.

On a light breeze fpringing up from the weft-

ward, at about eight o'clock, we direded our

courfe along fhore to the eaftward ; our pro-

grefs was very flow, owing to light winds, though

the weath er was very pleafant. About two in

the afternoon we palled a fmall bay, which ap-

peared likely to have afforded good anchorage,

had it not been for a bed of fea-weed that ex-

tended
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tended acrofs its entrance, and indicated a lhal-

low rocky bottom.

Within this bay a very large Indian village was

pleafantly fituated, from whence we wrere vifited

by ibme of its inhabitants ; amongft whom was

a very fhrewd intelligent fellow, who informed

us, in the Spanifh language, that there was a

million and a Prefidio not much further to the

eaftward. About five in the evening this eftab-

lifhment was difcovered in a fmall bay, which

bore the appearance of a far more civilized place

than any other of the Spanifh fettlements. The
buildings appeared to be regular and well con->

ftru&ed, the walls clean and white, and the roofs

of the houfes were covered with a bright red tile.

The Prefidio was neareft to the fea fhore, and

juft fhewed itfelf above q, grove of fmall trees,

producing with the reft of the buildings a very

pi61arefque effedl.

As I purpofed, to anchor fomewhere for the

night, and as this bay feemed likely not only to

anfwer that purpofe, but another equally effen-

tial, that of procuring fome* refrefiiments, we
hauled in, and anchored in fix fathoms water,

iandy bottom ; the fouthern land in light, called

by the Spaniards Converfion point, bore by com-

pafs S. 70 E. ; a low cliffy point in the bay N.

42 E. ; the Prefidio N. 32 W. ; the neareft fhore

N.-N. W. diftant half a mile; the north-weft

Y 4 point
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point of the bay S. 04 W. ; the north-weft ex-

treme of the ifland of S ta Rofa S. 34 W. diftant

thirty-two miles ; its weftern extreme wras lhut

in with the weft point of Sta Cruz, which bore

from S. 22 W. to S. 28 E. feventeen or eighteen

miles ; the neareft part of that ifland S. 20 E.

diftant thirteen miles; and the fouth-eafternmoft

of the iflands in fight S. 28 E. ; appearing from

our anchorage like a Angle rock, but confifting

of three fmall iflands.

Having thus anchored before the Spanifh

eftablilhment, I immediately fent Lieutenant

Swaine to inform the commanding officer at the

Prefidio of our arrival, and as I intended to de-

part in the morning, to requeft that the Indians^

"Who had fliewn a great defire to trade with us,

might be permitted to bring us, in the courfe of

the night, fuch articles of refrefhment as they

had to difpofe of ; which, as we underftood, con-

iifted of an abundance of hogs, vegetables, fowls*

and fome excellent dried fifli.

Mr. Swaine returned, after meeting with a

moft polite and friendly reception from the com-

mandant Senr Don Felipe Goycochea, who with

the greateft hofpitality informed Mr. Swaine,

that every refreftiment the country could afford

was perfectly at our command ; and deiired that

I might be made acquainted, that he hoped I

would remain a few days to partake of thofe ad-

vantagesj
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vantages, and to allow him the pleafure of ad-

miniftering to our wants and neceffities.

On his learning from Mr. Swaine which way

we were bound, he obferved that wood and water

would not only be found very fcarce, but that a

fupply could not be depended upon at St. Diego,

or any other port to the fouthward ; and if it

were neceffary that we fliould replenilli our {lock

of thofe articles, it would be well to embrace the

opportunity which our prefent fituation afforded

for fo doing.

The general deportment of this officer was

evidently the effed: of a noble and generous mind;

and as this place, which was diftinguifhed by the

name of Sta Barbara, was under the fame jurif-

di6tion as St. Francifco and Monterrey, our very

friendly reception here rendered the unkind treat-

ment we had received on our late vifits at the

two other eftablifliments the more paradoxical,

and was perhaps only to be referred to the dif-

ferent difpofitions of the perfons in power.

The intelligence communicated to me by Mr.

Swaine, and the polite and liberal conduct we

had reafon to expe6l from the commandant, in-

duced me to think of accepting the advantages

he had fo obligingly offered.

The next morning, accompanied by Lieute-

nants Puget and Hanfon, I paid my refpedts on

|hore to Senr Don Felipe Goycochea, the com-

mandant
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mandant of the eftablifhment of S ta Barbara, and

Lieutenant in the Spanifti infantry. He received

us with the greateft poiitenefs and cordiality, and

renewed, with great earneftnefs, the offers he

had made to Mr. Swaine the preceding evening.

He was pleafed to fay, that he fliould derive the

greateft fatisfadion in rendering us every fervice

compatible with the orders under which he a6led.

Thefe orders only required, that thofe who were

employed for the fervice of the veffels on fhore,

or engaged in taking their recreation in the neigh-

bouring country, fliould return on board every

night. This ftipulation I allured him fhould be

punctually attended to, as well as every other re-

gulation that his prudence might fuggeft.

We were likewife introduced to Friar Miguel

Miguel, one of the reverend fathers of the mif-

fion of Sta Barbara, who, in the name of himfelf,

and his companion the Rev. Father Eftevan Ta-

pis, expreffed the greateft anxiety for our welfare;

and repeating the civilities of the commandant,

offered whatever fervices or affiftance the miffiou

could afford.

Accompanied by thefe gentlemen we wrent

from the Prefidio, in order to afcertain the fpot

from whence we were to obtain our wood and

water. As the former was to be procured from

the holly-leaved oak that grew at fome diftance

from the water-fide, cur reverend father offered

' us
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tis the waggons of the miffion, and fome Indians

to carry the wood, when cut, down to the beach.

The cart of the Prefidio was dire&ed by the

commandant to be at our orders for that or any

©ther fervice. The water, which was not of the

beft quality, was in wells clofe to the fea fhore.

We wxre in no imminent want of thefe ne-

cefTaries; yet, from the experience of our late

retarded progrefs from light baffling winds, in

confequence of the coaft taking fo eafterly a di-

rection, and obftruCting the general courfe of the

north- weft winds that prevail moll part of the

year, it was highly probable we might find the

fame fort of weather further fouth, as we muft

neceffarily keep near the Ihore, for the purpofe of

examining the coaft, which I now found would

occupy more time than I had fuppofed- This

circumftancc, in addition to the information we
had received, that the further we advanced the

worfe we fliould fare in refpe6t of thefe effential

articles ; I thought it prudent, notwithftanding

the bufmefs appeared likely to be fomewhat te-

dious, to give orders for its being immediately

carried into execution ; convinced that we fliould

greatly benefit in point of health whilft thefe ler-

vices were going forward, by the excellent re-

freshments the country promifed to fupply.

The commandant had ordered us to be fur-

milled with frefh meat in fuch quantities as I

might
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might think proper to demand
; vegetables and

fowls were principally purchafed from private in-

dividuals, whilft our reverend fathers at the mif-

fion, and the commandant, fhared the produc-

tions of their gardens with us ; which, like thofe

of the more northern eftablifliments, were but of

fmall extent.

Since the recreation that had been denied us

at Monterrey w7as here granted without limita-

tion, I felt myfelf bound to adopt fuch meafures

as were mofl likely to prevent any abufe of the

indulgence, or any juft caufe of complaint. For

when I reflected on the unreffcrained manner in

which moft of the officers and gentlemen had

rambled about the country, during our former

vifit at Monterrey, I wras not without my fufpi-

cions that the unpleafant reftri&ions impofed upon

bs on our late return to that port, had been occa-

fioned by our having made too free with the li-

berty then granted. To prevent the chance of

any fuch offence taking place here, I iffued poll-

tive injunctions that no individual under my com-

mand fhould extend his excurfions beyond the

view from the Prefidio, or the buildings of the

miffion, which, being fituated in an open coun-

try of no very uneven furface, admitted of fuffi-

cient fpace for all the exercife on foot or horfe-

back that health or amufement might require.

Notwithflanding the water on the beach was

$19
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the fame as that with which all the Spanifli vef-

fels that had vifited this roadftead had been fup-

plied, and although much pains had been taken

to clean out the wells, yet they were very dirty

and brackifh ; and as they afforded a very fcanty

fupply, we were induced to make fearch for bet*

ter water.

At the diftance of only a few yards further than

where the wells had been made, a raoft excel-

lent fpring of very fine water was difcovered^

amongffc fome bullies, in a kind of morafs ; and

though it flowed but llowly, yet it anfwered all

our purpofes, and was obtained with more eafe

than the water from the wells. This fpring was

totally unknown to the refident Spaniards, and

equally fo, I prefume, to thofe employed in their

flapping ; or they would not fo long have been con-

tent with the dirty brackifli water procured from

the wells. At the Prefidio is a large well of excel-

lent water, from which alfo, by the affifiance of

the cart, a portion of our {lock was obtained.

Our bufinefs being thus in a train for eafy

execution, the agreeable fociety of our Spanifh.

friends, the refreshments we procured, and the

daily recreation which the country afforded, ren-

dered our fituation at S ta Barbara extremely plea-

fant.

We here procured fome flout knees from the

holly- leaved oak, for the fecurity of the Difco-

very's
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rery's head and bumkins ; this, and our other

occupations, fully engaged our time until the

evening of Sunday the ] 7th, when preparations

were made for failing on the day following.

The pleafmg fociety of our good friends at the

million and Prefidio was this day augmented by

the arrival of Friar Vincente Sta Maria, one of

the Rev. Fathers of the miffion of Bueno Ven-

tura ; lituated about feven leagues from hence on

the fea coaft to the fouth-eaftward.

The motives that induced this refpeCtable pried

to favor us with his company, evidently manifeft-

ed his chriftian-like benevolence. Having crolTed

the ocean more than once himfelf, he was well

aware how valuable the frefh productions of the

fhores were to perfons in our fituation ; under

this impreffion he had brought with him, for our

fervice, half a fcore fheep, and twenty mules

laden with the various roots and vegetables from

the garden of his miffion. This excellently-good

man earneflly intreated that I would accompany

him by land back to Bueno Ventura ;
faying,

that I fhould be better able on the ipot to point

out to him, and to his colleague the Rev. Friar

Father Francifco Dume, fuch of the productions

of the country as would be moil: acceptable, and

contribute moft to our future comfort and wel-

fare. Of this journey I fhould have been very

happy to have been able to have availed myfelf,

had
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had the exifting circurnftances not obliged me to

decline the pleafure I fhould thereby have re-

ceived.

Our new benevolent friend, accompanied by

the commandant and Father Miguel, honored us

with their company to dine on board, where, in

the courfe of converfation, I wras informed that

the million of Bueno Ventura was fituated near

a fmall bay of eafy accefs ; and as Friar Vincente

feemed much pleafed with his viiit on board, I

requefted he would favor me with his company

in the Difcovery to his refidence. This offer he

cheerfully accepted, and in doing fo I had only

reafon to regret the fliort time Iwas to be indulged

with the fociety of a gentleman, whofe obferva-

tions through life, and general knowledge of

mankind, rendered him a moll pleafing and in-

ftru6live companion.

In the evening our friends returned on fliore,

and I took that opportunity of foliciting their

acceptance of a few ufeful articles which they

had no other opportunity of obtaining
; though

I mull confefs they were a very incompetent re-

turn for their friendly, generous, and attentive

fervices; and I trull they will accept this public

acknowledgment as the only means within my
reach to Ihew the grateful fenfe I fhall ever en-

tertain of the obligations they fo liberally and

•unexpectedly bellowed.

We
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We were attended at break faft the ftext morn-*

ing, Monday the 1 8th, with out friends from the

fhore ; and the want of wind detained us at an-

chor until near noon ; when we took leave of

our S ta Barbara friends, and, accompanied by

Father Vincente, we directed our courfe towards

Bueno Ventura.

Whilft we remained at S ta Barbara, Mr. Whid-

bey, whofe time was principally devoted to the

feveral duties on fhore, embraced that oppor-

tunity of making fome neceflary agronomical

obfervations with the artificial horizon ; the only

means we had of afcertaining the latitude, varia-

tion, and the longitude by the chronometers.

The mean relults fhewed the latitude, by four

meridional altitudes of the fun, to be 34° 24';

the variation, by fix fets of azimuths, differing

from 1 1° 14' to g°, to be 10° 1 5' eaftwardly ; and

the longitude, by eight fets of altitudes of the

fun between the 1 Hh and 15th, allowing the

error and rate as calculated at Monterrey, was

ftiewn by Kendall's chronometer to be 240° 45'

40"; Arnold's No. 14, 240° 44' 16"; No. 176,

240° 56/
45 //

; and the true longitude deduced

from fubfequent obfervations, 240° 43'. As I

continued to allow the fame rate, the fituation

of the coaft has been laid down by No. 1 4 ; and

I fliould hope, by the regularity with which it

had lately gone, with fome degree of precifien.

The
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The tide, though (hewing here no vifible ftream,

regularly ebbed and flowed every fix hours ; the

fife and fall, as nearly as could be eflimated,

feemed to be about three or four feet; and it is

high water about eight hours after the mood,

paffes the meridian.

To fail into the bay, or more properly fpeaking

the roadftead, of S ta Barbara, requires but few di-

rections, as it is open and without any kind of

interruption wThatever; the foundings on ap-

proaching it are regular, from 1 5 to 3 fathoms

;

the former from half a league to two miles, the

latter within a cable and half of the fhore. Weeds

were feen growing about the roadftead in many
places

; but, fo far as we examined, which was

only in the vicinity of our anchorage, they did

not appear to indicate lhallower wrater, or a bot-

tom of a different nature. The fhores of the

roadftead are for the moll part low> and termi-

nate in fandy beaches, to which however its

weftern point is rather an exception, being a fteep

cliff moderately elevated ; to this point I gave the

name of Point Felipe, after the commandant

of S ta Barbara.

The interior country a few miles only from

the wrater fide, is compofed of rugged barren

mountains, wThich I was informed rife in five dif-

tinft ridges, behind and above each other, a great

diftance inland towards the E. N. E. ; which

Vol. IV. Z fpace
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fpace is not at prefent occupied either by the

Spaniards, or the native Indians.

After we had paffed point Conception, the

wind continued to blow in very faint breezes,

and our progrefs was flow along the coaft, which

rofe about two or three leagues to the fouth-eaft-

tvard of S ra Barbara with a fteep afcent in rocky

cliffs, that moftly compofed its fliores.

At eight in the evening we anchored in fifteen

fathoms water, about a league to the weftward

of Buena Ventura. Our reverend friend expreffed

great fatisfadlion at the mode of his return to the

miffion ; and faid, that his voyage hither would

probably lay the foundation for removing the

abfurd and deep-rooted prejudice that had ever

exifted amongft the feveral tribes of Indians in

his neighbourhood, who from their earliefl in-

fancy had invariably regarded all ftrangers as their

enemies. This fentiment had totally prevented

any amicable intercourfe, or communication be-

tween their different focieties, although living

within a fmall diftance of each other. And it

feemed to have been a matter of no fmall diffi-

culty on the part of the miffionaries, to perfuade

the native inhabitants of the channel of S ra Bar-

bara, who had been informed of our intention

to vifit the coaft, that we were their friends, and

Ihould treat them with kindnefs and civility;

having probably been taught at fome earlier pe-

riod,
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riod, to confider the Englifli under a very differ-

ent character. Proofs were not wanting that

fuch notions ftill continued to exift, for notwith-

ftanding that four or five favorite Indian ferv&rits,

who attended on father Vincente, had witnefled

the cordial reception and friendly intercourfe that

fubfifted between us, yet on his giving them di-

rections to return home with his horfes and

mules by themfelves, as he fliould go thither in

the fhip, they inftantly, and with one voice,

prayed for the fake of God that he would not

perfift in his determination ; being thoroughly

convinced that if he did they fhould never fee

him more : nor was it in the power of language,

either by arguments or affurances, to remove

thefe ill founded impreffions. To the laft mo-

ment they remained with him on the beach, fup-

plicating in the moll earneft manner that he

would give his attention to their advice ; and fre-

quently repeating, that though they had hitherto

confided in every thing he had told them, yet in

this inftance they were fure they fhould be de-

ceived. The Rev. Father, though gratified by

their affectionate anxiety, fmiled at their ground-

lefs apprehenfions for his fafety, gave each of

them his bleffing, and again directed them to

follow his orders and return home to Buena

Ventura

We found our fituation on the fucceeding

Z 2 morning,
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morning, Tuefday the lQth, to be within about

two miles of the ffiore, its neareft part bearing

by compafs N. by E., the landing-place near the

miffion of Buena Ventura, S, 68 E., three miles

diftant ;
point Converfion S. 02 E. ; a group of

three iilands, called by the natives Enneeapah,

(the wefternmoft being the largeft and higheft

ifland) from S. 10 E. to S. 1 E. ; the ifland of

S ta Cruz, from S. 23 W., to S. 48 W.; and point

Felipe, N. 08 W.
The coaft immediately oppofite, and to the

northward of us, chiefly confifted of high fteep

cliffs, indented with fome fmall fandy coves. The

general face of the country was mountainous,

rugged, barren, and dreary ; but towards the

miffion > a margin of low land extended from the

bafe of the mountains, fome of which were of

great height, and at a remote diftance from the

ocean ; and being relieved by a few trees in the

neighbourhood of the eftabijfhment, gave this

part of the country a lefs unpkafing appearance.

Having taken an early breakfaft, I attended

Father Vinceiite to the fhore, where a large af-

ibrtment of refreshments was in readinefs for em-

barkation. The violence of the furf prevented

our landing, nor was it without thegreatelt cau-

tion and circumfpedlion that the Indians, though

very dexterous in the management of their ca-

noes, could venture off to us. From thefe people

I under-
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I underftood, that this inconvenience was un-

ufual, and that about noon, or towards the even-

ing, it would probably fubfide, fo as to permit

our landing. We therefore determined to wait,

and in the mean time the canoes brought offfome

of the good things which our reverend friend

had ordered to be provided, confifting of fheep,

fowls, roots, and other vegetables in fuch abun-

dance, that it required four boats to convey them

to the fhips.

In this fituation we waited at a grapnel until

the afternoon ; when finding the furf not fuffi-

ciently abated to admit of our landing in perfect

lafety, and my reverend friend not having fuffi-

cient courage to venture on fhore in any of the

canoes, after feveral had been filled and overfet,

we returned on board ; not a little mortified at

1 the difappointment, which feemed to damp the

fpirits and lively converfation of our worthy guefL

When about half way to the fhip, the uneafmefs

of Father Vincente was greatly increafed by his

recollecting, that he had intrufted both his bible

and prayer book to the care of a faithful fervant,

with the ftrongeft injunctions to depoflt them

fecurely on fhore ; this fervice had been punctu-

ally performed ; for on our return, thefe fpiritual

comforts, with which he had too haftily parted,

had been forgotten to be recalled. The omiffion

produced no fmall addition to the dejection of

Z 3 fpirits
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fpirits that had already taken place, and which

became almoft infupportable by an untoward

accident, that for a moment prefented a fituation

of danger, "Until it was difcovered to proceed from

the plug having unfortunately worked out of the

boat's bottom, by which means a great quantity

of water was received, and kept increafing until

the caufe was found out and removed ; when the

effed; inftantly ceafed, and the boat was foon re-

lieved. Yet this accident, amidfi other misfor-

tunes and difappointments, appeared to the good

prieft a matter of the moft ferious concern, and

might perhaps be a little aggravated by fome

fmiles at his diftrefs, which it was impoffible to

fupprefs.

Our excellent friend was now fo much difcon-

certed, and his fpirits fo deprefTed, that I found

it as difficult to convince him that we fliould

arrive fafe at the fhip,.as he had before found it

to perfuade his trufty fervants of his fecurity in

embarking with us at Sta Barbara ; and I verily

believe that at this moment he heartily repented

that he had not yielded to their advice.

We were however foon alongfide, and our

friend was by no means reludtant to leave the

boat ; when on board the fliip he foon recovered

from his former apprehenfions of danger, yet the

abfence of his books was ftill a matter of regret

and vexation that he could not overcome ; and

unfortunately
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unfortunately it was out of our power to afford

him any confolation, as thofe we had on board

were in a language he did not underftand. His

fervants being aware of the uneafmefs which the

want of thefe religious comforts w7ould occafion

their mailer, came on board in the evening w ith

the bible and prayer-book, without either of them

having been wetted by the waters of the ocean,

to preferve them againft which had been an ob-

ject of much care and attention. The very great

comfort this circumftance imparted was too

evident in the countenance of our worthy friend

to pafs unnoticed. He immediately retired, and

after having been clofeted about three quarters of

an hour, he returned to fupper, and was as cheer-

ful, and in the fame high fpirits, as before thefe

uncomfortable events had happened. I then

took an opportunity of apologizing for our fmiles

in the boat, and I believe we obtained perfed.

forgivenefs, as he laughed heartily at the adven-

tures of the day, and the evening palTed in the

moft cheerful manner.

Such are the happy effe6ts refulting from a

religious education, and fuch the confolations

that are derived by the habitual exercife of the

principles it inculcates.

Whilft deprived of thofe comforts to which in

the hour of peril or misfortune he had been

taught to refort, I am convinced the mind of

Z 4 our
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our friend was far from being in an enviable

Hate ; but when the opportunity was afforded

him of confcientioufly difcharging the facred du-

ties which he felt it incumbent upon him tq

perform, I believe there wrere few in the world

with whom he wrould have wifhed to have chang-

ed conditions.

The next morning, Wednefday the 20th, we

had an early vifit from fome of the Indians, who
came to inform Father Vincente that the furf

- was intirely abated, and that he might land in

the mofl perfect fecurity. His anxiety to get on

ihore induced me to lofe no time in making

another attempt, leaving dire&ions, in the event

of our being able to land, for the veflels to pro-

ceed along the coaffc as fopn as the fea breeze

fhould fet in, where I would join them off the

million.

When we reached the fliore the furf ftill ran

very high, but with the affiftance of our light

* fmall boat we landed with great eafe, perfe&ly

dry, and much to the fatisfadlion of our worthy

companion ; of whofe bounty there was yet re-

maining near the beach a large quantity of roots,

vegetables, and other ufeful articles, with five

head of cattle, in readinefs to be fent on board.

One of thefe being a very fine young bull was

taken on board alive, for the purpofe of being

carried if poffible to Owhyhee, The others were

killed.



J793«] ROUND THE WORLD. 345

killed, and produced us an ample fupply ; had

they not been fuffident, a greater number were

at hand, and equally at our difpofal.

Our hofpitable friend now conduced us to*

wards the eftablifhment, which was fituated

about three quarters of a mile from the water-

fide ; from whence we had not advanced many

paces before the road became crowded with In^

dians of both fexes, and of all ages, running to-

wards us. This aflemblage I at firft attributed to

curiofity, and the defire of feeing ftrangers, but I

was foon agreeably undeceived, and convinced

that it was not to welcome us, but the return of

their paftor and benefa&or. Although it was yet

very early in the morning, the happy tidings had

reached the miffion ; from whence thefe children

of nature had iffued, each prefiing through the

crowd, unmindful of the feeble or the young, to

kifs the hand of their paternal guardian, and to

receive his benediction. His bleffings being dif-

penfed, the little multitude difperfed in various

directions.

With us, as ftrangers, their curiofity wfas very

foon fatisfied, a few only accompanying us to the

million. Thefe made many inquiries of Father

Vincente how he had fared, and how he had been

treated on board the fhip ; to all which his an-

fwers were returned in fuch pleafng terms of

kind familiarity, as apparently afforded them

great
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great fatisfa&ion, whilft it produced in them

much furprize. This converfation we were only

able to underftand through his interpretation, as

it was held in the Indian languague, which Fa-

ther Vincente fpoke very fluently.

On our entering the miffion we were received

by Father Francifco Dume, and entertained in a

manner that proved the great refpe£|ability of

the Francifcan order, at leaft of that part of their

numerous community with whom we had be-

come acquainted.

The morning, which was moft delightfully

pleafant, was employed in viewing the buildings

of the miffion, the arrangement of the gardens,

and cultivated land in its immediate vicinage.

Thefe all appeared to be in a very fuperior {tile

to any of the new fettlements I had yet feen, and

would have tempted me to have made a more

minute inquiry, had not my anxious defire for

proceeding onward prohibited the delay it would

neceflarily have cccalioncd.

The day paffed moft agreeably in the fociety

of our ecclefiaftical friends ; and the pleaftire of

it was greatly heightened by the arrival of a mail

from Europe in its way to Monterrey. By this

conveyance our reverend friends had intelligence

from the old world, that could not fail of being

very interefting to perfons in our fituation. Thus

we concluded a very pleafant day a and in the

evening
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evening returned to the veflels, which had been

prevented moving by the calmnefs of the weather.

On attempting to weigh with a gentle breeze

of wind from the weftward on the morning of

Thurfday the 2lft, the tenacity of the bottom

proved too ftrong for our cable, and it parted

near the clench. This accident kept us employed

the whole of the day ; and after breaking all the

beft hawfers we had then remaining, the anchor

was at length recovered by fvveeping it with the

ftream cable late in the evening. This unlooked-

for detention was highly mortifying, as the wes-

terly breeze blew a cheerful gale from day-light

until dark, for the firft time fmce w7e had entered

the channel of S ta Barbara.

With light baffling winds from the north-eaft

quarter, and fome flight fhow7ers of rain, we di-

rected our courfe on the morning of Friday the

22d to the fouth-eaftward, gratefully thankful

for the hofpitable reception and benevolent dona-

tions of our religious friends at Buena Ventura.

The anchorage we had juft quitted, was ac-

cording to mir obfervations by two meridional

altitudes of the fun, in latitude 34° 16'; and the

longitude by fix fets of altitudes, on two diffe-

rent days, was 241° 2'. In confequence of the

general ferenity of the weather almoft through-

out the year, according to the information I ob-

tained, the roadftead may be confidered as a to-

lerably



348 A VOYAGE OP DISCOVERY [NOV.

lerably good one, and anchorage may be had

nearer the fhore in the vicinity of the miffion ;

but neither fituations are fo commodious as at

S ta Barbara, being much more expofed to the

fouth-ea.lt winds and oceanic fwell, which fre-

quently render the communication with the fhore

very unpleafant.

At noon our obferved latitude was 34° 10',

longitude 241° 4 ;

. In this fituation the ifles of

Enneeapah bore by cbmpafs from N. 4 E. to S. 20

W. ; the ifland of S ,a Cruz, from S. 36 W. to S.

6l W. ; the wefternmofi: part of the main land

in fight, W. N. W., the nearcft fhore N. E. by

Jv., four or five miles diftant, point Converfion,

N. 84 E., and the fouthernmoft land in fight,

S. 85 E.

f Point Converfion was pafled in the afternoon,

and found to be fituated in latitude 34° 0', longi-

tude 241° (/. The fhores from Buena Ventura,

which as far as this point continued low and flat,

produced feme fmall trees and fhrubs ; but from

hence they again affumcd a fteep and rugged

form.

From our anchorage this morning, as we ad-

vanced towards the fhore to the fouth-eafl of the

miffion, our depth of water regularly decreafed

to eight fathoms, within two miles of the fhore

of the main land ; but by noon it had increafed

to 14, and by five in the afternoon to 46 fathoms.

At
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At this time the weftemmoft part of the main

land in fight bore by compafs N. 55 W. ;
point

Converfion, N. 45 W. ; the eafternmoft part of

the main land in fight N. f)5 E. ; and the ifles of

Enneeapah from S. 63 W. to weft. On paffing
r

thefe ifles we were nearer to them than to any

other of the iflands in the channel S ta Barbara

;

the whole of which wore the fame barren ap-

pearance, and were now feen as we paifed to be

compofed of rugged rocks, nearly deftitute of

wood and verdure. The weftemmoft, already

ftated to be the largeft, is about a league in

length from north to fouth, and about two miles

in breadth ; its centre is fituated in latitude 34°

if, longitude 240° 56|/
. The eafternmoft of

thefe ifles, about two miles in circuit, lies from

the above N. 80 E., at the diftance of about a

league, and the fouth-eaft point of the ifland of

Sta Cruz lies from the fame ftation S. 80 W., dif*

tant four miles and an half.

The night was nearly calm as was the fucceed-

ing day, Saturday the 23d, fo that in twenty-

four hours we had not advanced more than about

iixteen miles along the coaft, nor was our pro-

grefs much accelerated afterwards ; for by noon

of Sunday the 24th, we had only reached the

latitude of 33° 54', longitude 241° 42'. In this

iituation point Converfion was flill in fight, bear-

ing by compafs N. 71 WV ; here the coaft took

a direction
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a dire&ion S. 6? E., iixteen miles to the north

point of a deep bay, off which lie two or three

frnall rocks; this point, which I called Point

Dume, bore N. 59 W. ; the fouth point of the

iame bay, being the eafternmoft part of the main

land in fight S. O7 E. ; this being a very confpi-

cuous promontory, I named after Father Vin-

cente ; the ifland Sta Catalina, (fo called by the

Spaniards) the eafternmoft of the group, forming

the channel of Sta Barbara, from S. 40 E. to S. 1Q

E. ; a fmall ifland, called by the Spaniards Sta Bar-

bara, S. 25 W., diftant 12 leagues ; and the ifles

of Enneeapah weft, at the fame diftance. Our

fituation was before an extenftve bay, at the dif-

tance of about three leagues from its neareft

fhores. Thefe appeared to be compact, and the

whole bay to be open and expofed ; but our dif-

tance from its termination, or bottom, which was

nearly four leagues, was too great to afcertain

any thing refpe6ling it with certainty ; and the

light prevailing wind, blowing directly on the

iliore, would not admit of a more minute furvey

without much retarding our progrefs along the

coaft, which had already occupied more time

than I wifhcd, or could well fpare for its exami-

nation ; and which on our departure from Mon-
terrey I had expected would ere now have been

drawing nearly to a conclufion.

The north- weft fide of this bay was obferved

to
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to be compofed chiefly of fteep barren cliffs ; the

north and eaftern Ihores terminated in low landy

beaches, rifing with a gradual afcent until they

reached the bafe of a mountainous country,which

had the appearance of being rugged and barren,

not only at fome diftance behind the centre of

the bay, but extending towards the fea coaft, and

forming its extreme points, viz. point Vincente,

and point Dume ; which lie from each other

S. 51 E., and N. 51 W., 26 miles afunder.

According to the Spanifh charts, I at firft fup-

pofed this bay to be that which is there called the

bay of St. Pedro ; but I was afterwards informed

that conjecture was ill founded. I had alfo been

given to underftand that a very advantageous fet-

tlement is eftablifhed on a fertile fpot fomewhere

in this neighbourhood within fight of the ocean,

though at the diftance of fome miles from the

coaft, called Pueblo de los Angelos, " the Conn-

ie try town of the Angels," formed in the year

1/81. This eftablifhment was looked for in all

dire&ions, but nothing was perceived that indi-

cated either habitations or inhabitants.

In the evening we paffed point Vincente, com-

pofed of fteep barren cliffs, and forming the

north-weft extremity of a confpicuous promon-

tory that takes a direction S. 70 E., near ten

miles, to a point in latitude 33°42| /
, longitude

242° 3'. This point, which after the father prefi-

dent
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dent of the Francifcan order I called Point Fer-

mi n, is the weft point of the bay, from whence

its weftern fhores take a northerly direction, and

conftitute a projecting promontory between t
rv6

bays, the fhores of which terminate on all n es

in fteep cliffs of a light yellowiih colour. Thefe

extend along the north- weftern fhore of the

fuppofed bay of St. Pedro about a league, where

they feemed to end, having a fmall ifland lying

off their northern extremity, beyond which the

bay appeared to retire to the north-weftward, pro-

bably affording anchorage and thelter ; but near

point Fermin foundings could not be gained with

QO or 100 fathoms of line, or I would have Hop-

ped to have given this bay a more minute exa-

mination.

At day-light in the morning of Monday 25th,

we found ourfelves driven much further from

the land than I had expected, and intirely paft

the bay to the fouth-eaftward ; the northern and

eaftern fides of it were now feen to be compofed

of a low country, terminating in alternate low

white cliffs and fandy beaches. On this low ex-

tenfive trad: fome fmall trees and Ihrubs were

produced, but the interior country, which ftill

confifted of rugged lofty mountains, prefented a

dreary and fteril appearance*

At noon the latitude was 33° 36', longitude

242° J l\ In this fituation the eafternmoft land

in
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in fight bore by compafs S. 83. E. ; the fouth-

eaft point of the ifland Sta Catalina S. 13 W.,

diftant 1 7§ miles; its north point S. 48 W.,
diftant 14 miles ; and its north-w eft point S. 02

W., 23 miles
;
point Vincente N. 0.7 W., and

point Fermin N. 5Q W. In the latitude of this

point we differed fome miles from that affigned

to it by the Spaniards ; Senr Quadra's chart plac-

ing it in latitude 33° 50', and the printed chart

in latitude 33° 5 4'.

This fituation would equally well correspond

with the defcription of the bay of St. Pedro, as

that we had been off the preceding day ; yet,

from the fhape, appearance, and other circum-

ftances attending the bay now before us, I had

reafon to conclude this to be the bay of St.

Pedro.

Towards its fouth-eaft part is a fmall bay or

cove, and a low point of land forming its eaft

point, called by me Point Lasuen, bore by

compafs at noon, N. 40 E., diftant feven miles.

In the neighbourhood of that ftation I had been

informed wras the million of St. Gabriel, founded

in the year 1773 ; this eftablifhment is faid to

be in fight alfo of the fea, but we were not able

to difcern it, or the Pueblo de los Angelos
; yet

had great reafon to believe that their refpe£tive

fituations correfponded with the intelligence I had

received.

Voi,, IV, A a The
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The wind continuing light and variably ren-

dered our progrefs flill exceffively flow
;
by the

evening, however, I confidered that we had

reached the fouth-eaft extremity of the channel

of S ta Barbara, having fight of the idand of Si

Clement, (fo called by the Spaniards) and which

we found to lie S. 18 W., diftant about five or

fix leagues from the fouth-eaffc point of the ifland

of S ta Catalina.

Thus fmifhed our tedious examination of the

Continental fhore of this channel ; and although

we were able nearly to afcertain the pofitive, as

well as relative, fituation of the different iflands

forming its fouth-weft fide, yet we paffed at toa

great a diftance for the delineation of thofe fhores

with that degree of accuracy, that may be de-

pended upon with confidence.

There are feme rocks and flioals introduced in

the Spanifh charts which we faw nothing of ;

and, excepting the very light and baffling winds

that prevailed, there wrere neither currents nor

any other obftrudtion, fo far as our examination

went, to interrupt its navigation ; wrhich, to

thofe who may have occafion only to pafs through

It, will be found neither difficult nor unpleafant.

Early the next morning, Tuefday 26th, we were

favored with a light breeze from the weftward;

with this we fleered along the land, and by 9 in the

forenoon, being within about 2 miles of the fhore,

our
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our attention was fuddenly called to a Spanifh

eftablifhment erected clofe to the water-fide, in

a fmall fandy cove, near the centre of which was

a little detached rock, and another lying off its

north point. The former is reprefented in the

Spanifh charts as a fmall ifland lying nearly three

miles from the fibore, yet we pailed it within half

that diftariice, and could fcarcely diicern that it

was detached. Its appearance, and fituation re-

lative to the miffion of St. Juan Capilbano, cor-

refponding with the defcription I had received of

that fettlementj made me conclude it to he the

fame, and that it is the laft eftablifhment be-

tween Sta Barbara and the Prefidio of St. Diego.

This million is very pleafantly fituated in a

grove of trees, whofe luxuriant and diverfified

foliage, when contrafted with the adjacent fhores,

gave it a moft romantic appearance
;
having the

ocean in front, and being bounded on its other

fides by rugged dreary mountains, where the ve-

getation was not fufficient to hide the naked

rocks, of which the country in this point of view

feemed to be principally compofed.

The buildings of the million were of brick and

of ftone, and in their vicinity the foil appeared

to be of uncommon and ftriking fertility* It was

founded in the year 1776, and is in latitude 33°

2Q\ longitude 242° 35'. The landing on the

beach in the cove feemed to be good ; and had

A a 2 it
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it not been for the very favorable gale with which

we were now indulged, I fhould have been

tempted to have paffed a few hours at this very

enchanting place.

The obferved latitude, at noon, was 33° 23',

longitude 242° 4 V. The eafternmoft land in

fight bore by compafs S. 70 E. ; the neareft Ihore

N. 12E., diftant three miles ; the million of St.

Juan Capiftrano N. 40 W. ; and the wefternmoft

land in fight N. 49 W. From the cove of this

miffion the coaft takes firft a direction S. 45 E.,

/leagues, and then S. lGE., 20 miles, to a point

in latitude 32° 51', longitude 242° 5 9', forming

the north point of the bay in which is fituated

Puerto Falfo ; the fliores between this point and

the above cove are in general ftraight, and in-

tirely compact. The face of the country here

affumed a more uniform appearance, and rofe

from the fea coaft, which chiefly confifted of

fandy beaches or low cliffs, with a gradual af-

cent. It was broken into fome chafms and val-

lies, where a few fmall trees and fhrubs in twro

or three places were feen to vegetate.

We plied as ufual during the night with a

light breeze from the E. S. E., having in and

about the bay foundings from 05 to 23 fathoms,

mud and fandy bottom. The land wind blew a

moderate breeze on the morning of Wednefday

the 27 th, with which we ftood to the fouthward

along



1793 -] ROUND THE WORLD. 357

along ftiore ; but the weather was fb exceflively

hazy as to prevent our feeing about us until after

eight o'clock, when we difcovered ourfelves to be

near the fouth-weft point of entrance into port

St. Diego, called by the Spaniards Ponta de la

Loma, bearing by compafs S. 5 7 E. diftant three

or four miles ; the northernmoft of fome fmall

iflands, named by the Spaniards the Coronados,

S. 15 E. and the Lagoon, that is to fay, Puerto

Falfo, N. N. E. four miles diftant. Point Loma
is the fouthern extremity of a remarkable range

of elevated land, that commences from the fbuth

fide of Puerto Falfo, and at a diftance has the

appearance of being infular, which effe<5t is pro-

duced by the low country that connects it with

the other mountains. The top of this tra<fl of

land feems to terminate in a ridge, fo perfedl and

uniformly fharp, as apparently to render walking

very inconvenient. The fa&, however, is not fo ;

but when viewed from lea, it has that fingular

appearance. It defcends in very fteep rocky

cliffs to the water fide, from whence a bed of

growing weeds extends into the ocean, half a

league, or two miles.

The land wind died away as noon approached,

and was fucceeded by a gentle breeze from the

N. W. with which we fteered towards point

Loma, through a continuation of the bed of

weeds, extending in a fouth-wefterly diredion

A a 3 from



358 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [NOV*

from that point, whence lie fome breakers at the

diftance of a mile. Our foundings on firft en-?

tering the weeds were 20 fathoms ; this depth

gradually, though not very regular 1
}', decreafed

to lix fathoms as we palled within about a

mile oi -the fouthern part of the breakers ; then

deepened again to nine fathoms, and fo conti-

nued until we entered the channel leading into

port St. Diego, acrofs which is a bar. This we

paffed in three fathoms and a half water, and,

favored with the affiftance of the flood tide,

we turned into the port ; where, about two in

the afternoon, we anchored in ten fathoms wratcr,

fine fandy bottom, at the ufual place of anchor-

age in the harbour. Point de la Loma, in a line

with the fouth-eaftcrn-moft of the Coronados,

bore by compa£> S. 8 E, ponta de Guiranos, a

low fpit of land, projecting from the high fteep

cliffs within the former, and which, properly

fpeaking, conftitutes the weft point of entrance

into the port, S. 18 E. ; the eaft point of en-

trance, which is alfo very low, but not a fpit of

land, bore S. 36 E. ; the former diftant about a

mile, the latter about three fourths of that dif-

tance. The Frefidio of St. Diego bore N. 21

E. diftant three miles and a half, and the neareft

ihore north-weft, within a quarter of a mile of

our anchorage.

Having taken this ftation without having feen,

or
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or been vifited by, any of his Catholic Majefty's

fubje&s, I difpatched Lieutenant Swaine imme-

diately up the harbour to the Prefidio, in order

to inform the commanding officer of our arrival;

and to inquire if any difpatches for me had been

cntrufted to his care, or if he knew of any that

had palled this ftation on their way to Monterrey ;

as St. Diego is invariably the flopping place of

the poll paffing from New Spain to their north-

ern eftablifhments on this coaft. Mr. Swaine

was likewife directed to inquire, whether the of-

ficer lb commanding would do me the favor of

forwarding fuch difpatches as I might find neccf-

fary to tranfmit to England.

During the abfence of Mr. Swaine I received

a very polite letter from Sen 1 Antonio Grajero,

a lieutenant in the Spanilh cavalry, and com-

mandant of this port and eftablifhment, requefl-

ing to be informed of the bufmefs that had brought

our little fquadron within the limits of his com-

mand.

Mr. Swaine returned foon afterwards,' and ao
quainted me that he had been received with

marks of great politenefs and hofpitality by the

commanding officer, who informed him, that he

had neither leen nor heard of any letters or other

difpatches addrefTed to me ; but that he would

with great pleafure take charge of, and forward

A a 4 to
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to Europe, any thing of that nature which I

might have occafion to tranfmit. He very oblig-

ingly affured Mr. Swaine, that fuch refrefhments

as the country afforded were perfectly at our

command, and that it would be his ftudy to fliew

us every civility within the line prefcribed by the

orders under which he adled ; but was forry to

obferve, that thefe w7ould reduce his power of

rendering us fervice, much within the limits of

his inclination.

So polite and friendly a reception could not

fail being extremely acceptable, and after making

a fatisfa&ory reply to the letter I had received

from Senr Grajero, I intimated my intention of

paying him my refjped:s on the following morn-

ing.

This vifit accordingly took place, accompanied

by Lieutenants Puget and Hanfbn. On landing

wre found horfes in waiting for us, on which we
rode up to the Prefidio, wThere we were received

with that politenefs and hofpitality wre had rea-

fon to expeft from the liberal behaviour of the

commandant on the preceding evening. His

friendly offers were immediately renewed, and

were accompanied by fimilar affurances of affift-

ance from Senr Don Jofe Zuniga, the former

commandant, who had recently been promoted

to the rank of captain of infantry, and appointed

to
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to the charge of an important poll on the oppo-

fite fide of the gulph of California, for which

place he was then preparing to depart.

Thefe gentlemen informed us, that having

been given to underftand it was my intention to

vifit this port they had long cxpe&ed us, and

that about four days before, on being informed

of the probability of our arrival, they had, to

their great mortification, received at the fame

time from Senr
Arrillaga fuch a lift of rcftriclions

as would inevitably deprive both parties of that

fatisfa£lion that could not otherways have failed

to render our ftay here very plcafant. Thefe or-

ders prohibited our tranfafting any bufmefs on

fhore, excepting that of procuring wood and

water; particularly dire&ed that the ftore-fhip

fliould not be unladen at St. Diego ; and expref-

fed, that when the above fupplies were furnifhed,

which was to be done with all poftible expedition,

it was expelled that we lhould immediately de-

part. We were alfo prohibited from taking on

board any live cattle or fheep, with many other

fevere and inhofpitable injunctions.

Notwithftanding thefe very ungenerous direc-

tions, our friends here defired that I would not

abftain from demanding fuch rcfrefhrnents as the

country afforded ; as their fcrvices fliould be at

cur command in every refpeft, and on all occa-

fions, where they could poffibly exert themfelves,

and
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and appear to keep within the limits of the orders

by which, although contrary to their own incli-

nations, they were now compelled to govern their

conduct.

The charts of our fummer's furvey wre had no

opportunity of copying whilil at fea, w7ith a Ef-

ficient degree of accuracy ; this bufmefs, there-

fore, fully occupied our time until Friday the 6th

of December, without any circumftance occur-

ring in this interval worthy of recording. When
thefe were completed, I confided them, together

with due information of the progreis of our voyage

up to this period to the care of Sen r Don Anto-

nio Grajero, contained in two packets addreded

to the Secretary of the Admiralty ; as edfo a

packet for Sen r Quadra, at St. Bias, containing,

agreeably to my promife, a copy of our difcovenes

during the lafi: feafon, for the fervicc and infor-

mation of his Catholic Majcfty. Thefe the com-

mandant very obligingly took care of, and gave

me every alfurance that they fhould be forwarded

with the grcatcft punctuality and difpatch.

. The wind coming from the fouth prevented

our failing on Saturday the 7th, as I intended;

but I did not regret the detention, as it afforded

113 the pleafure of a vifit from our very highly

cfteemed and venerable friend the Father prefi-

dent of the miffionaries of the Francifcan order

in this country, who was then on a vifitation to

•
, the
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the leveral miffions between St. Francifco and

this port, where he had arrived the preceding

evening from St. Juan Capiflrano. He exprefled

much concern that our departure was fo near at

hand, fmce the great fertility of St. Juan's would

have enabled him to add abundantly to our ftock

of refrefhments. Although I was not lefs thank-

ful for thefe offices of kindnefs than convinced

of the fincerity with which they were made, yet

I was under the neceffity of declining them, hav-

ing now determined to embrace the earlieft op-

portunity of proceeding on our furvey.

I had great difficulty to prevail on the father

prelident to defift from fending to St. Juan's for

the fupplies he had propofed, as in all probability

we fhould have failed before they could have

arrived from thence.

The enjoyment of the fociety of this worthy

charad:er was of fhort duration ; it however af-

forded me the fatisfadlion of perfonally acknow-

ledging the obligations we were under for the

friendly fcrvkes that had been conferred upon us,

by the miffionaries under his immediate direction

and government
;
being perfectly allured, that

however well difpofed the feveral individuals

might have been to have fhewn us the kind at-

tention we had received, the cordial intereft with

which the father prefident had, on all occafions,

fo warmly efpoufed our interelts, muft have been
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of no fmall importance to our comfort. This

confideration, in addition to the efteem I had

conceived for his character, induced me to folicit

his acceptance of a handfome barrelled organ,

which, notwithftanding the viciffitudes of cli-

mate, was ftill in complete order and repair. This

was received with great pleafure, and abundant

thanks, and was to be appropriated to the ufe

and ornament of the new church at the prefi-

dency of the miffions at St. Carlos.

A continuation of foutherly winds caufed us

to be detained, contrary to my expectations, until

Monday the Qth, w7hen wre quitted the port of

St. Diego. I felt myfelf greatly indebted for the

hofpitable attentions fhewn us by our friends at

the million, as well as by thofe at the Prefidio

of St. Diego, for which, after making the moft

grateful acknowledgments I could exprefs, I re-

queued they would accept a few ufeful and ne-

ceffary articles that they were not likely to pro-

cure through any other channel ; and I had the

gratification of feeing they were thankfully re-

ceived.

Although w7 e did not make any furvey of the

port of St. Diego, it may not be improper to

llate a few particulars relative to it, that came

under our obfervation during the time we were

there ftationary. The million of St. Diego is

not within fight of the fea, nor of the port ; it is

fituated
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fituated in a valley within the view of*, and about

two miles diftant from, the Prefidio to the north*

eaft ; which was the only building feen from our

anchorage.

The fharp ridge of land, mentioned on the

27th of the preceding month, is connected with

the other mountains by an ifthmus, or trad of

very low land,which in the rainy feafon is flooded*

and at high fpring tides makes the lharp land,

forming the weft and north-weft fide of the port,

an ifland. The Prefidio is on the continental

fide of this low fandy ifthmus. The peninfula

bears a very different appearance when feen from

the port, from that before defcribed as obferved

from the ocean. It defcends with an uneven

iurface, and fome bulhes grow on it, but no trees

of a large fize.

From the Prefidio, fouth-eaftward, the eaftern

fide of the port is bounded by high land as far

as its head, from whence a narrow trad: of

low land projects, covered with bufhes, and

forming the inner or upper harbour of the port

;

its north-weft extremity was the eaftern Ihore

under which we anchored, and to which ftation

we had been principally diredlcd by a plan of the

port publifhed by Mr. Dalrymplc in the year

1/82. This plan in point of corre&nefs is juftly

intitled to much praife, but was yet capable, as

far as came under my obfervation, of the follow-

ing
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ing little improvements. The fcale reprefenting

five nautical miles fhould only fubtend three miles

and a half; the fhoals of Barros de Zooniga, though

well placed, inftead of being two diftind; Ihoals,

ought to have been one intire fhoal, ftretching

fomething further to the N. W. and S. E. than is

therein represented ; and the foundings between

Barros de Zooniga and the land of ponta de la

Loma (which is omitted) are in no part, from the

fouth extremity of the former directly acrofs to

the latter, more than four fathoms at high water,

and from a narrow bar from the fhore to the

fhoal, gradually deepening as well on the infide as

on the outfide of the bar, with a regular increafe

in mid-channel, from five clofe to the fhore, to

ten fathoms between the two low points that

form the entrance of the port. This channel be-

tween the point de la Loma and the fhoal is the

only navigable paffage for fhipping ; that to the

north-eaftward of tRe fhoal does not anywhere ex-

ceed halfa mile in width, which, with its fhallow

depth of water, renders it ineligible excepting for

boats, or veffels of very fmall draught. The port

however affords excellent anchorage, and is ca-

pable of containing a great number of veffels ; but

the difficulty
,
nayalmoft impoffibility , ofprocuring

wood and water under its prefent circumftances,

reduces its value as a port of accommodation.

At the diftance of about eight leagues, Some-

where
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where about N. 55 W. or N. Go W., from point

de la Loma, by a very uncertain eftimation, is

fitua'ted an ifland called St. John's ; between

which and the coaft we palled without feeing It,

nor did we obferve it whilft we remained at an-

chor ;
excepting on one very clear evening, when

it was feen from the Prefidio, at a time when I

was unprovided with a corapafs,, or any other

means of afcejtaining its direction, and was there-

fore only able to guefs at its iituation. It ap-

peared to be low and flat, is but feldom feen from

the Prefidio of St. Die.to, and was imdiicovered

until feen by Martinez a few years before in one

of his excurfions along this coaft.

The Coronados already mentioned confift of

two iflets and three rocks, fituatcd in a fouth

direction, four or five leagues from point de la

Loma, occupying the fpace of five miles, and

lying N. 35 W. and S. 35 E. from each other.

The fouthernmoft, which, in point of magnitude,

is equal to all the reft collectively taken, is about

a mile broad and two miles long, and is a good

mark to point out the port of St. Diego, which

however is otherwife fufficientiy confpicuous not

eafily to be miftaken.

I fhall conclude our tranfadHons at St. Diego,

by ftating fuch agronomical and nautical obser-

vations as were made there, with thole that had

been
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been made previoufly to our arrival and after our

departure from that port, for the purpofe of as-

certaining the rates and correcting the errors of

our chronometers ; which, notwithftanding the

reftri&ive orders that had been received at St.

Diego, I had been enabled to accompliflv to the

utmoft: of my defires and expectations.

Ajlronomtcal and Nautical Obfervations*

On the 28th of November
i

Ken-

dall's chronometer, according to

the laft rate, fhewed the longitude

to be 243° 22' 1 5"

Arnold's No. 14, ditto ditto 243 7 15

Ditto J /0, ditto ditto 244 5 30

Longitude, by 4 5 fets of lunar dif-

ttmces, taken before our arrival,

and reduced to St. Diego by Ar-

nold's No. 11, 243 23 52

Longitude, by 5Q fets of ditto, taken

m the harbour 243 8 13

Longitude, by 102 fets of ditto,

taken after our departure, and re-

duced back to St- Diego by Ar-

nold's No. 14, 242 58 28

The mean of the whole, collective

taken 243 6 45

Out
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Out of the above 206 fets, 38 were

made by myfelf ; mean 243° 11' lo'
r

Thirty by Mr. Baker, ditto 242 53 8

Seventy- one by Mr. Whidbey, ditto 243 7 52

Sixty-feven by Mr. Orchard, ditto 243 0 8

Latitude of port St. Diego, by 1

1

meridional altitudes of the fun

(viz.) 5 with the artificial horizon,

and 6 with the natural, reduced

to the place of obfervation 34 42 30

Allowing the true longitude of

port St. Diego to be 243 c & 45*',

Kendall's chronometer was, on

the gth of December, at noon,

faft ofmean time at Greenwich 3
h

1 3' 5 ;/

And gaining per day 20

Arnold's No. 14, ditto ditto 3 1 SQ

And gaining per day 21 38

Idem No. I 76, ditto ditto 0 4Q 26

And gaming per day 30 27

///

Variation, by 2 compaffes and 0 fets

of obfervations, differing from 8°

28' to 14° 54', the mean ] 1 eafterly

Vol. IV, The
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The vertical inclination of the magnetic needle,

Marked end, North Face Eaft, 5Q° 23'

Ditto ditto Weft, 59 38

Ditto South Face Eaft, 58 32

Ditto ditto Weft, 5g 45

Mean inclination of the marine dipping

needle, 59 13

The tides were found to run in general about

two knots, though fafter at fpring tides, fix hours

each way. High water nine hours after the

moon paiTes the meridian.

The fituations of the different parts of the

coaft, from Monterrey, are corrected, and laid

down, from the refult of the above obfervations.

The rates and errors of the chronometers having

been afcertained by obfervations made with the

artificial horizon at St. Diego,

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IX.

Proceed to the Southward—Defcriptton of the Coqft

Some Account of Port Bodega—Brief Account of

the Spanljli Settlements In New Albion,

J TAVING quitted St. Diego, we were foon

JL JL affifted by a pleafant breeze from the N.W.
with which our courfe was directed along the

coaft, paffmg by the narrow tra6l of land that

forms the inner harbour of that port, and divides

it from an open bay on the external coaft, between

point de la Loma, and a high bluff point lying

from it 55 E., about twelve miles diftant. We
palTed between this bluff point and the Corona-

dos, the latter lying about feven miles from the

former, from whence the continent took a direc-

tion S. 18 E., fix leagues'. The fhores are com-

pofed of fteep rocky cliffs, which in general rile,

though not very abruptly, to a very hilly country,

remarkable for three confpicuous mountains, in-

tirely detached from each other
;

rifing in quick

alcent at a little diftance from the fhore, on nearly

a plain and even fiirface. The northernmoft of

thefe- prefented the appearance of a table, in all

directions from the ocean. The middle one ter-

B b 2 ruinated,
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minated in a fliarp peak, and the fouthernmofi

in an irregular form. The centre one of thefe

remarkable mountains lies from port St. Diego

S. 35 E., diftant nine leagues, and at a diftance

may ferve to point out that port. Not far from

thefe eminences is fituated, as I was informed,

the million of St. Miguel, eftablilhed in the year

1787 ; but it was not feen, owing probably to

the approach of night. This was paffed as ufual

in ftanding to and fro, though unattended with

that ferenity that we had lately been accuftomed

to ; for the wind at N. E. and eaft blew a ftrong

gale, attended by very heavy fqualls, that made

it difficult to preferve our ftation near the coaft ;

which on the following morning, Tuefday the

loth, was about two leagues from us, confifling

of high fteep rocky cliffs rifing abruptly from the

fea, and compofing a craggy mountainous coun-

try. The direction of the fhores was S. 32 E.

towards a confpicuous bay ; this we were pre-

vented from entering by the wTind blowing nearly

in a direction from it, and which by eight in the

morning obliged us to clofe-reef the fore and

main-topfails, and hand the mizen-topfail ; the

twro topfails in the courfe of the next hour were

both fplit and torn to pieces, but by the time

they were replaced the gale had greatly abated

;

yet it continued adverfe to our entering the bay*

This I much regretted, as I wiflied to have given

it



1793-3 ROUND THE WROLD. 373

it a more minute examination, becaufe it had

every appearance of affording fhelter, and to-

wards its upper part of proving a good harbour,

During the forenoon immenfe columns of

fmoke were feen to arife from the fiiore in diffe-

rent parts, but principally from the fouth-eaft or

upper part of the bay, which towards noon ob-

fcured its fhores in that direction. Thefe clouds

of fmoke, containing afhes and duft, foon enve-

loped the whole coaft to that degree, that the

only vifible part was the fouth point of the above-r

mentioned bay, bearing by compafs N. 42 Ev,

about four miles from us ; the obferved latitude

at this time was 31° 40', longitude 243° ki£'.

The eafterly wind ftili prevailing, brought with

it from the fliore vaft volumes of this noxious

matter, not only very uncomfortable to our feel-

ings, but adverfe to our purfuit, as it intirely hid

from our view every object at the diftance of an

hundred yards. On this account I fhortened

fail, in order to wait a more favorable opportunity

for continuing our examination.

This bay, being the firft opening on the coaft

to the fouth of St. Diego, is undoubtedly that

diilinguifticd by the Spaniards by the name of

Todos Santos ; though we found a manifeft dif-

ference in its pofitioa from that afligned to it in

the Spanifh charts. That of Sen r Quadra places

its fouth point, called by me Point Grajerq,

B b 3 in
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in latitude 32° \f> the printed chart in 32° 25';

both charts correctly notice the rocky illets and

rocks, that extend from it N. 50 W., about a

league diftant, give to point Graje^p a fharp turn

to the fouth- eaft, and in other reipects reprefent

the bay much as it appeared to us; the former

more particularly fo
;
yet by our obfervations,

•which were extremely good and to be confided

in, point Grajero was found to be fituated in la-

titude 31° 43' longitude 243° 34'. I was in-

formed, that in the neighbourhood of this bay

the mifiion of St. Thomas, eftablifhed in the

year 1 790, is fituated. This had alfo efcaped

our notice, in confequence molt likely of the

denlity of the atmofphere, which obfcured thefe

regions until four o'clock in the afternoon, when

the eafterly wind died away, and was fucceeded

by a light breeze from the fouthward, which dif-

perfed the fmoke, and difcovered to us that we
were fome miles to the fouth of the bay. The

night was ipent as ufual, and the next morning,

Wednefday the 1 Oth, we paffed a clufter of de-

tached rocks lying about half a league from a

fmall projecting point, that forms a bay or cove

on either fide of it ; but thefe being ftill obfcured

with the fmoke, their extent could not be afcer-

tained. Thefe rocks lie from point Grajero, S.

12 E., diftant about three leagues. At noon the

obferved latitude was 31° 27', the longitude 243*

41'.
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41/. At this time the clufter of rocks bore by

compafs N. 34 W., the neareft fhore N. 30 E.,

diftant about three miles ; the fouthernmoft land

in fight S. 66 E., and point Grajero, N. 27 W.,

at the diftance of fixteen miles.

Two opinions had arifen as to the caufe of the

very difagreeable clouds of fmoke, allies, and duft,

in which we had been involved the preceeding

day. Volcanic eruptions was naturally the firft

conjecture ; but after fome little time, the opi-

nion changed to the fire being fuperficial in dif-

ferent parts of the country ; and which, by the

prevalence and ftrength of the north-eaft and

eafterly wind, fpread to a very great extent. The
latter opinion this morning evidently appeared to

be corred;. Large columns of fmoke were ftill

feen rifing from the vallies behind the hills, and

extending to the northward along the coaft ; this

feemed the line of dire&ion %hich the fire took,

excluding the country from our view to the

north of Todos Santos. To the fouth of us the

fhores exhibited manifeft proofs of its fatal ef-

fects, for burnt tufts of grafs, weeds, and fhrubs,

being the only vegetable productions, were dif-

tinguiflied over the whole face of the country,

as far as with the aftiftance of our glafles we were

enabled to difcern ; and in many places, at a

great diftance, the rifing columns of fmoke fhew-

ed that the fire was not yet extinguifhed. Under

B b 4 thefe
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thefe circumftances, it cannot be matter of fur-

prize that the country fhould prefent a defolatc

and melancholy appearance. The^fmaller por-

tions of fmoke which rofe in various places di-

rected our glaffes in queft of inhabitants, but

neither thefe nor any habitations, were feen

within the limits of our examination

Light winds and long nights rendered our pro-

grefs fo flow, that by the evening our refearches

had not extended more than eight leagues along

the coaft from Todos Santos, where we gained

foundings in 30 fathoms water, about twro miles

from the fhore ; this from point Grajero takes a

direction S. 35 E., and excepting the coves be-

fore mentioned, is nearly ftraight and perfe&ly

compa6L In this fituation we noticed a confpi-

cuous projecting point of land, very moderately

elevated, ftretching to the fouth- weftward into

the ocean, terminating in low fteep cliffs, and

rifing with a very gradual afcent to the interior

country, which is mountainous. Somewhere in

the vicinage of this point, as I was informed,

either the million of S ta Vincenta, or that of St.

Thomas, had been fettled in the year 1778* hut

we faw no appearance of any buildings, nor of

land under cultivation.

During the firft part of the night, which paffed

as before, the wind blew ftrong from the E. N.

E. ; this, though not fo violent as we had expe-

rienced
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rienced before from that quarter, nor attended

with any fmoke, was neverthelefs very uncom-

fortable, by caufing a dry parching heat, not only

on the hands and face expofed to its immediate

influence, but alfo, though in a lefs degree, over

the whole body. This E. N. E. breeze died

away about midnight, and was fucceeded by light

airs from the S. E. ; againft thefe we plied, and

by our obfervation at noon on the following day,

Thurfday the 1 2th, we had reached the latitude

of 3 1°, longitude 243° 5 1'. In this fituation the

fouthernmoft land in fight bore by compafs S.

72 E., the projecting point, N. 81 E., and the

northernmofl land in fight, N. 21 W. ; the

above projedling point is fituated in latitude 30°

57', longitude 244° 1
;

, and notwithftanding it is

very remarkable, from its fhape and appearance,

as likewife by its forming a bay on its north- well:,

and another on its fouth-eaft fide, it is not taken

any notice of in the Spanilli charts ; 1 have there-

fore called it Cape Colnejt, after Captain Col-

nett of the navy.

This promontory bore a very Angular character

as we paired ; the cliffs already defcribed ascom-

pofmg it are, about the middle between their

fummit and the water fide, divided horizontally

nearly into two equal parts, and formed of diffe-

rent materials ; the lower part feemed to confift

of fand or clay of a very fmooth ffirface and light

colour

;
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colour ; the upper part was evidently of a rocky

fubffance, with a very uneven furface, and of a

dark colour ; tfcis feemed to be again divided

into narrow columns by vertical ftrata. Thefe

apparent divifions, as well horizontally as verti-

cally, exifted with great uniformity ail round the

promontory.

Early in the afternoon we difcovered to the

fouth-eaftward fomething like a clufter of iflands,

and obferved, that the bay on the fouth-eaft fide

of cape Colnett extended to the north-eaft;

which, although of no great extent, appeared

likely to afford tolerably good (belter. The wind

continued in the fouthern quarter until the even-

ing, when it was Succeeded by light eafterly

breezes from the land,which continued until near

noon the next day, Friday the ] 3th : we however

made fonie progrefs, paffmg before an extenfive

bay, formed by cape Colnett, and a point of land

off which thefe iflands appeared to lie. Our dis-

tance of eight or n;n:: miles from thefe fhores

when off the bay, was much greater than I could

have wifhed, and was occafioned by the direction

of the wind, which had prevented our approach-

ing as 1 had intended, with the hope of obtaining

a view of the million of El Rofario founded in

the year 1//0, not far from the fea fhore, and

fomewhere in this neighbourhood.

i was very anxious to become acquainted with

this
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this fettlement, as there feemed to be a great

probability of our being able to land near it, and

to have acquired from the Rev, Fathers fome

fubftantial information refpeCting the Domini-

can miffionaries, whofe eftablifliments commence

fouthward from St. Diego, and continue all the

way to cape St. Lucas; and as we had not hi-

therto had any intercourfe with this religious

order, an interview with them would have been

efteemed a very defirable consideration.

We were vifited by one of the natives in a

ffcraw canoe like thofe feen at St. Francifco, who
pointed to the appearance of a cove in the ex-

tenfive bay before mentioned, and faid that a

miffion was fituated there ; though we could not

difcern it with our glaffes. Some other queftions

were put to this man, but on finding we were

not Spaniards, he became very referved, and,

after receiving fome beads, returned towards the

fhore, directing his courfe to the place where he

had given us to underfland the miffion was fitu-

ated. But having now paiied it, and it being

alio to windward of us, to have returned thither

would have occafioned a delay that I could not

afford ; and on that account I declined the at-

tempt, in full expectation of being able to land

at the miffion of St. Domingo formed in the

year 1774, and faid to be near the coaft alfo, at

the

•
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the diftanceof 14 or 1 6 leagues fouthward from

El Rofario.

Our courfe was now directed to the weftward

of all the apparent iflands ; the latitude at noon

was 30° 35
7
, longitude 244° gi' ; in this fituation

the northernmoft land in fight bore by compafs

N. 28 W. ; cape Colnett N, 26 W. ; the fouth

point of the extenfive bay named by me Point

Zuniga, after the former commandant at St.

Diego, on which {lands a remarkable hummock
in latitude 30° 30f, longitude 244° l6§', and

which had been confidered to be the northern-

moft of the above mentioned iflands, S. 66 E. ;

and the outermoft of thofe iflands, from S. 56

E to S. 47 E. This laft was foon difcovered to

be the only detached land of the whole group,

and according to the Spanifli charts is called Ifle

deCenizas; it is about four miles in circuit, of

a triangular form ; its weftern fide is formed by

high fteep cliffs, but its north- eaft and fouth-

eafl fides terminate in low fandy land, extending

towards the continent, with a detached rock

lying off it. This, together w7ith the colour of

the water between it and the main land, were

not favorable indications of that paflage, which

is about half a league w7ide, being navigable (ox

fhipping.

The continental lhore fouthward from point

Zuniga,
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Zuniga, which had been taken for iflands, con-

fifted of five remarkable hummocks^ nearly of

equal height and fize, moderately elevated, with

two fmaller ones clofe to the water fide ; the

whole rifing from a tra& of very low and nearly

level land, forming a very projedling promontory;

this, like many other places, not having been

diftinguifhed by any name in the Spanifh charts,

I have called Point Five Hummocks; and it

is as confpicuous and remarkable as any project-

ing land the coaft of thefe regions affords. The

fliores from point Zuniga take a direction S. 22

E. about eight miles, where, from the fouthern-

moft of thefe hills, point Five Hummocks ter-

minates in a low point of land, forming the weft

point of a bay or inlet, that on our firft approach

had the appearance of being extenfive ; before,

however, we could obtain a complete view of it,

the day clofed in, when the wind ceaiing, and

having regular foundings from 25 to 14 fathoms,

we anchored for the night, in order to obtain

fome further information of it the next morning,

Saturday the 14th, Day-light, however, prefent-

ed nothing very remarkable, or worthy of the

leaf! delay ; the whole was an open and expofed

bay, formed by the fea coaft retiring a little to

the north and eaftward of point Five Hummocks,
off which at a little diftance are fome rpeks and

breakers. The north-weft part of the bay had

an
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an appearance of affording tolerable fhelter from

the weft and fouth- weft winds, provided a luf-

ficient depth of water fhould be found to admit

of anchoring near the (bore, which, from the

view we had thus procured, feenied to be very

doubtful.

At noon we had advanced but a little diftahce

from our anchorage, when the obferved latitude

was 30° itf, longitude 244° 24'. The fouthern-

moft land in fight now bore by compafs S. 2Q E.;

point Five Hummocks, N. 43 W. ; the ifland of

Cenizas, N. 47 W. ; and a point having behind

it a remarkable mount of white barren fand?

forming the fouth-eaft point of the bay juft men-

tioned, N. 6? E. at the diftance of fix miles.

The wind, chiefly from the fouthern quarter, was

light and variable, fo that we-made no great pro

grefs along the coaft; yet we advanced fuffi-

ciently to afcertain, that the fouthernmoft land

feen at noon wasfituated in latitude 2Q° 54', lon-

gitude 244° 33'; that, the coaft between us and

that ftation, which by the evening was four or

five leagues diftant, was compofed of nearly a

ftraight fhore, formed by fteep perpendicular

cliffs moderately elevated ; and that the interior

country was lefs mountainous than that which

w7e had been accuftomed to fee further to the

northward.

Having at length reached the 30th degree of

north
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north latitude, which w as the fouthern limit of

our intended furvey of the weftern coaft of North

America, and having now accomplifhed the la-

borious tafk of its examination from hence north-

ward to the 5 6th degree of north latitude, it be-

comes requifite to ftate fome of my obfervations

made on the Spanifh charts of that coaft, to

which I have latterly had frequent occalion to

refer.

On comparing them with the {bores, efpecially

to the fouthward of Todos Santos, little relent-

blance can be found ; whilft the lituation of the

feveral prominent parts and important ftations

are rendered doubtful by the very great difagree-

ment in point of latitude. Between Todos

Santos, and the bav off which we anchored the

preceding evening, (which bay according to Sen1

Quadra's chart is the bay of St. Francifco) there

are in thole charts two fpacious bays, whereas we
found only one, in which we fuppofed the mil-

lion of El Rofario to be fituated ; this 1 conlidered

as the bay de las Virgenes. We did not fee the

ide de Sta Marios, nor the ifles de St. Geronimo,

nor the fhoal that is laid down in the printed

chart to the weftward of the ifland of Cenizas.

Hence it might appear, on reference to Sen*

Quadra's chart, that we had been miftaken in

refped: to the identical part of the coaft we were

bow abreaft of ; that the land we had taken for

the
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the ifland of Cenizas, was the ifland of Marios,

and that what we fuppofed to have been the bay

of St. Francifco, was that of de las Virgenes.

But in this cafe the ifles of St. Geronimo, the

illand of Cenizas, an&.the bay of St. Francifco,

would ftill be fomewhere to the fouthward, and

confequently their latitude vsfould be yet more

irreconcileable ; for in Sen r Quadra's chart the

ifland of Cenizas is placed 40', and in the printed

charts 52' further north than its real fituation

was found to be ; and it is alio reprefented to be

of much greater extent than we found it to oc-

cupy. The weft point of the bay of St. Francifb,

(that is, point Five Hummocks) which was found

by us to be in latitude 30° 23', longitude 244*

20', is placed by Senr Quadra's chart in latitude

31° 6', and in the other in 31° 22'. Should

thefe places, therefore, be really fb much further

to the fouth, they are neceffarily beyond the limit

of our furvey, and the error in latitude muft

have increafed beyond all calculation or proba-

bility.

For thefe reafons I have adopted my firft ideas

as to the names of the places in queftion, on a

prefumption that the apparent difference between

ours and the Spaniih furveys, muft wholly be at-

tributed to the inaccuracy of their charts ; an

opinion I feel myfelf authorized to entertain,

fmce Senr Quadra warned me againft the incor-

redlnefs
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re&nefs of the manufcript chart, as he did not

know on what authority the coaft fouthward of

Monterrey had been laid down ; and confequently

could not be anfwerable for its accuracy, further

than of its being a true copy from one which

was regarded by the Spaniards as the beft chart

of thofe regions.

As we drew near the fotithern limits of our

refearches along this coaft, I was in anxious ex-

pectation of feeing the million of St. Domingo,

which had been ftated to be fituated in this

neighbourhood, and which is the fouthernmoft

Spaniflt fettlement on, what I have confidered as,

the coaft ofNew Albion, as difcovered and named

by Sir Francis Drake ; or, as the Spaniards fre-

quently call the fame country, New California.

The exterior Ihores of that part of the conti-

nent to the fouth of the limits before mentioned,

being thofe of the peninfula bearing that name,

I would gladly have undertaken the talk of ex-

amining further, for the purpofe of correcting

any other fuch geographical errors, notwithftand-

ing the very extraordinary flow and tedious pro-

grefs that had attended our late endeavours ; had

we not been fo much prefled for time, in confe-

quence of the very importunate manner in w hich

Major Grofe had requefted the return of the Dae-

dalus to New South Wales.

Vol. IV. C c Exploring
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Exploring thefc Alores any further would how-

ever have exceeded the ftri6t letter of my inftruo

tions, and might poffibly have excited additional

jealoufy in the brcaft of the Spanifh acling go-

vernor. Under thefe conliderations I was com-

pelled, though with infinite reluctance, to aban-

don this interefting purfuit, and to determine on

making the beft of our way to the Sandwich

iflands, where I could firmly rely on the fincerity

of Tamaahmaah, and the profeffions of the reft

of our rude uncivilized friends in thofe iflands, for

a hearty welcome, a kind reception, and every

fervice and accommodation in their humble

power to afford ; without any of the inhofpitable

reftridtions we muft have been under from the

then civilized governor at Monterrey,

But as the completion of our furvey demanded

that the tive fituation of the ifland of Gua-

daloupc with thefe fhorcs fhould be afcertained

according to our own obfervations, our courfe

was directed thither.

The ifland of Guadaloupe is generally made

by the Spaniards when bound to the fouthward

from Monterrey, or from their other northern

eftablifhments ; in which route they pafs to the

weftward out of fight of thofe iflands that form

the channel of S ta Barbara, for the advantage of

continuing in the ftrength of the north-weft

winds

;



1793.] ROUND THE WORLD, 3S?

winds ; and thus they reach the ifland of Gua-

daloupe, from whence they lliape a courfe for

cape St. Lucas.

As a confiderable part of the commiffion en-

trufted to my charge and execution had now
been accomplifhed, and thus far drawn towards

a conclufion ; and as the nature of new countries,

and the progrefs of new colonial eftablifhments,

muft ever be regarded as interefting fubjedfcs of

inquiry; I fliall now endeavour to recite fuch

circumftances as had fallen within the fphere of

my ohfervation, and fuch mifcellaneous infor-

mation as I was able to procure with refpe6t to

the Spanifli fettlements on thefe fhores, but

which would have interrupted the foregoing nar-

rative, confined chiefly to the occurrences which

were infeparable from our nautical or geogra-

phical purfuits.

On this occafion, however, it may not be un-

fit to premife, that the communication we had

with the fhores of New Albion, and our inter-

courfe with the refident Spanifh inhabitants, were

too limited, and of too fhort duration to permit

of my obtaining any other information than fiich

as arofe in common converfation from the im-

preffions of furrounding objedts. In addition to

which, the fituation in which I ftood was of a

very delicate nature, and demanded the moft

cautious attention on my part, left any thing

C c 2 fhould
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Ihould occur, cither by too great curiofity to be

inftrudled in the knowledge of their internal go-

vernment, or in the number, ftrength, and fitua-

tion of their feveral eftablifhments along the

Coafi, that might prevent our obtaining the ef-

fential refrefhments we required ; or become the

caufe of any national difagreement. Under thefe

circumftances, it was abfolutely requifite that all

my inquiries ftiould be conduced with the great-

eft circumfpefcion ; and hence the knowledge

obtained muit neceffarily be of a very limited na-

ture, and rendered additionally incorre6t, by my
labouring under the mortifying difadvantage of

underftanding but little of the Spanifh language.

The profound fecrecy w7hich the Spanifh na-

tion has fo ftridly obferved wTith regard to their

territories and fettlements in this hemifphere,

naturally excites, in the ftrongeft manner, a cu-

riofity and a defire of being informed of the ftatc,

condition* and progrefs of the feveral eftablifli-

ments provided in thefe diftant regions, for the

purpofe of converting its native inhabitants to

chriftianity and civilization.

The million of St, Domingo has already been

ftated to be the fouthernmoft of the Spanilli fet-

tlements in New Albion ; and it is alfo to be un-

derflood as the moft fouthern of thofe that are

confidered as new ejlabltfliments> from having been

formed fubfequent to the year I/69, when the

expeditions
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expeditions by fea and land were undertaken to

fettle Monterrey and St. Diego. At this period

their north-wefternmoft pofleffion on this coaft

was Velicata, and S a Maria on the coaft of the

peninfula, in the gulph of California. Until that

time thefe two miffions had formed a kind of

north-weftern barrier, or frontier, to the Spanifh

Mexican colonies. But, the rapid ftrides that

Ruffia was then making in fubjedting to its go-

vernment the countries bordering on the north-

weftern part of the North Pacific Ocean, awake-

ned the apprehenfions and roufed the jealoufy

of the Spanifh court ; and in confequence of the

alarm thus given, thofe expeditions were under-

taken. Since that time all the new eftablifhments

have been formed, and the miffion of Velicata

removed fome leagues to the north-weftward,

nearer the exterior coaft of California.

The new fettlements are divided into four dif-

ferent counties, or rather are placed under four

diftin& jurifdiclions, of which Monterrey is the

principal ; and the eftablifhed refidence as well

of the governor, who is captain general of the

province, as of the father prefident of the Fran-

cifcan order of miffionaries. In each of the di~

vifions is fixed one military poft only, called the

Prefidio, governed by a lieutenant, who has under

him an enfign, with ferjeants, corporals, &c*

$.nd although the jurifdi&ion of the governor

C c 3 extend^
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extends over the whole province, yet the refpec-*

tive commanders at the feveral Prefidios are in-

vefted with great authority in the ordinary mat-

ters relative to their civil or military jurifdidtion

;

fc>ut they feem to have very little influence or

concern in any thing that appertains to the mif-

fions or eccleiiaftical government, which appear

to be wholly under the authority and manage-

jrient of the Rev. Fathers.

The moll northern Prefidio is that of St. Fran-

cifco, which has under its authority, or more

properly fpeaking under its protection, the mil-

lions of St. Francifco and S ta Clara, the pueblo of

St. Jofeph, about 3 or 4 miles from Sta Clara, and

the eftablifhment which I underftood had been

formed during the preceding fummer in the

fouthern opening of port Bodega ; to this open-

ing they have given the name of Port Juan
Francisco. Of this port I faw a plan, of wrhich

I afterwards procured a copy ; by wrhich it ap-

peared capable of admitting vefTels of fmall bur-

then only. The channel, which is not half a

mile wide, is round its w7eft point of entrance,

and has acrofs it a bar, on which at high water

there is not more than three fathoms for fome

diftance ; after which it extends to two miles in

width, and continues fo, in a dire&ion about

fouth-eaft, for fix miles. The foundings increafe

in mid- channel to fix and feveu fathoms, and de-

creafe
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creafe regularly towards the fnore. Its head or

upper part is bounded by flioal water, which ex-

tends fome diftance into the harbour. I could

not difcover in what part of the port the fettle-

ment is formed
j
though I was perfectly fatisfied,

that it had been undertaken by a Spanifh officer

named Sen r Don Juan Matoota, and carried into

efFedl by two expeditions from the port of St,

Francifco ; and although 1 was unable to afcer-

tain the force employed on this oceafion, I had

every reafon to believe it was very inconfiderable,

The next in fucceffion fouthward is that of

Monterrey, the capital of the province ; under

which the miffion of S ta Cruz, near point Anno

Nuevo, is the mod northern, and was eftabliflied

in the year l/SQ or 17Q0 ; but was not at this

time completed. In its immediate vicinity, I

was given to understand a pueblo of the fame

name was formed in the year 1Q/1 ; and about

nine leagues to the E. S. E, of it is the miffion

of la Soledad, South and eaftward from Mon-
terrey are the miffions of St. Carlos, St. Antonio,

St. Luis, and S ta Rofa la Puriffima ; the latter is

fituated near the entrance of the channel of

S ta Barbara, and thefe conftitute the divifion of

Monterrey.

The next and fmalleft divif.on is that of

S ta Barbara. Although this Prefidio aad miffion

were not ere&ed until the year 1 786, the Spa-

C 9 i niards



3Q2 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY jjQEC,

niards had, prior to that time, refided in the

neighbourhood for four or five years, in fmall

huts and tents ; but they only date the eftablifh-

ment from the completion of the buildings,

which, I believe, has been uniformly the cafe

with the others ; yet I was not informed, that in

any other inilance they had remained fo long ex-

pofed to the inconveniencies and dangers necef-

farily attendant on fuch a defencelefs {late, in

the event of any mifunderftanding taking place

with the natives. Befides the million of S ta Bar-

bara, the Prefidio has under its ordinary autho-

rity that of Buena Ventura, founded in the year

1784, and the Pueblo de los Angelos, formed in

1 781 ; which latter, I was told, was fubjed alfo

to the control of the Prefidio at St. Diego, the

fourth and fouthernmoft of thefe new fettle-

ments. This prefides over the miffion of St.

Diego, founded with the Prefidio in the year

1770; over St. Juan Capiftrano, St. Gabriel,

and St. Miguel. The laft is not of the Francif-

can order, but forms the northernmoft of the Do-

minican miffions. The religious of this order

extend their miffions fouthward ; not only along

the exterior coaft, but alfp over the whole of the

peninfula ; and are under the regulations of the

Prefidio at Loretto, wjiich is the only military

eftablifhment to the fouth of St. Diego, on the

peninfula of California.

The
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The climate of the country comprehended be-

tween the bay and port of St. Francifco, the for-

mer under the 38th, and the latter under the

30th degree of north latitude, is, by our own ex-

perience, as well as by the information we ob-

tained, fubjeft to much drought. The rainy

feafon is from the month of December to March,

the autumn in general being very dry ; and al-

though in the early part of our vifit the preceding

year we had fome rain, yet we experienced an

almoft uninterrupted feries of fine weather, with

a clear atmofphere, very unlike that which had

attended us there in laft November ; when, not-

withftanding that oil many occafions no clouds

were to be feen, yet the denfity of the atmofphere

in confequence of an almoft continual dry haze

or fog, fometimes partial, and at others general,

was fuch, that diftant obje&s wTere not difcer-

nible, and thofe in our immediate neighbourhood

were frequently obfcured. The inconvenience,

however, was not felt in the fame degree by thofe

whofe occupations confined them to the lliore.

On quitting Monterrey the preceding year, I

had made fome remarks on the heat and cold at

that time, but I had no opportunity of making

any frefh experiments for this purpofe on our late

vifit. Our climate at fea was much more uni-

form ; the mean height of the mercury in the

thermometer was about 02°, without varying

more
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more than 5° in elevation or depreffion ; though,

in a few inftances, for an hour or two in the day,

the heat was oppreffive, and fome of the nights

were extremely cold. The mercury in the ba-

rometer was alfo very uniform, not defcending

lower than 2Q in
- go loths

- or rifmg above 30 in
- 23 Ioths

-;

nor did the ftiores indicate their being fubje£t to

frequent ftorms, or hard gales of wind
;
though it

is imagined that the wrind fometimes blows very

ftrong from the S. E., weft, and N. W., at the

diftance of a few leagues from the coaft, from

the heavy billows that roll in thofe directions,

and break with great fury on the fhore. The

furf that prevented our landing at Buena Ven-

tura, was attributed by the Spanifh refidents to

the diftant operation of a ftrong foutherly gale,

as the fwell came from that quarter. The N. W..

w; inds, however, are by far the moft general, and

occafion great difficulty in palling along thefe

lliores to the northward. The practice of the

Spaniards is to fliand a great diilance into the

ocean, until they reach far to the northward of

the parallel of the port whither they are bounds

and then fteer for the land ; but from our ob-

servations, during the time we were navigating

thefe fhorcs, fuch a precaution did not appear by

any means neceffary, at leaft at that feafbn of the

year ; and as this coaft had now been explored,

and the direction of its lliores and confpicuous

places,
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places afcertained, fo far as our furvey had ex-

tended, I was convinced that veflels, with thp

winds we had from the bay of St. Francifco to

point Conception, or indeed farther to the north-

ward, would make as good a palfage with the

affiltance of the land winds, which in general

blow from the eaft and fouth-eait to the norths

weftward, as they could make with the fea breeze

to the fouth-eaffcvvard, fince the land wind pre-

vails during a larger proportion of the twenty-

four hours than the fea breeze, and frequently

blows flronger ; befides which, moft failing vef-

fels would gain fome advantage in the day time,

by turning to windward with the fea breeze,

which generally blows fteadily and moderately,

over a fea that is fmooth and tranquil.

The abfence of rain, in the dry feafon, is in

fome meafure compenfated by the dews. Thefe

frequently fall very heavily, and tend to preferve

the productions of nature from being intirely de-

stroyed, though not in fufficient quantity to keep

jn conftant action the fprings of vegetation.

Hence the dreary afpedt of the country in moft

fituadons, which is further increafed by the gene-

ral fcarcity of running water, as the whole coun-

try affords but a few fmall ftreams.

,
This very material difadvantage, fo repeatedly

ilated already, we now found to continue to the

moll
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moll fouthern extent of our refearches ; the

country, however, did not feem wholly deftitutc

of this valuable article, though it did not fre-

quently difcover itfelf on its furface ; and I enter-

tain little doubt, that by digging wells to a pro-

per depth, a fufficient and excellent fupply for

all domeftic purpofes would be obtained in mod
places. At leaft, the recourfe that had been had

to expedients of this nature, as well by ourfelves

as at fome of the miffions and Prefidios, juftified

me in this opinion ; but the Spaniards, contented

with the brackifh pools of water, already formed

to their hand, for the fupply of their fhipping,

are too ina&ive to fearch for better, or to draw

into one ftream the feverai fmall branches that

exift on the furface for a fmall extent, and then

are loft, either by exhalation from the fun, or

the abforption of the thirfty foil. -

The climate feems to be as healthy at St.

Diego, and in the channel of S ta Barbara, as at

Monterrey; the falubrity of which was menti-

oned on our former vifit. The foil of the country,

at leaft that fmall portion of it that fell under my
immediate infpe£lion, at and to the northward

of St. Diego along the fea coaft, appeared of a

light and fandy nature, varying in point of fer-

tility
; yet none feemed to be naturally fteril,

although it prefented that outward appearance ;

an.4
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and I am perfuaded there are few fpots that, with

the affiltance of manual labour, would not be

made productive.

I had every reafon to believe, that beyond the

lofty mountains that range along and chiefly

compofe the Ihores of the continent under our

prefent confideration, the furface would be found

capable of receiving great improvement. This

was remarked in our journey from the fea coafl

to the miffion of S ra
Clara. At St. Diego the

foil rapidly lofes its fertility ; and I was informed,

that from thence immediately fouthward to cape

St. Lucas, the whole of the peninfula is com-

pofed of a foil fo extremely unproductive and

barren, that good mould had been fent thither

from other places, to certain fituations where it

was deemed proper to plant millions, and depo-

fited there for the purpofe of raifing the grain

and vegetables neceflary for the eftablifhments.

I fhall now proceed to confider more fully the

appropriation of this country by its new matters

the Spaniards, who, though pofleffing the very

extenfive and fertile trad of land lying to the

north-weft from St. Diego, have not turned it to

any profitable advantage, notwithftandirtg that

the foil, as flated on former occaiions, may be

confidered to be rich and luxuriant, at leaffc in

the parts fele£ted by the Spaniards for their fettle-

ments. That much fkill or inveftigation was

not



3QS A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY [jDEC;

not required in making their choice, was evident

from the difference in the natural productions ob~

ferved in my journey to S ca Clara ; when I became

convinced, by the inquiries I had then an oppor-

tunity of making, that the foil of the millions of

St. Antonio, La Soledad, and St. Luis, was

equally fertile, efpecially that of the two former,

which are faid to be watered by feveral ftreams,

and which yielded grain, fruits, and roots of the

belt quality, and in the greateft abundance. Thefe

were obtained with little trouble in clearing the

ground, as fpaces of great extent wxre found

nearly free from trees or Ihrubs, and equally rich

in foil with thofe parts that produced their lofty

timbers and luxuriant forefts. This fertility of

foil feems to exift with little variation through

the plains and vallies of the interior country, ex-

tending in fome places to the water's edge on the

fea coaft. Such, however, is not the fituation

of S ta Barbara ; the country about it to the north-

weft is chiefly compofed of barren rocky cliffs,

and towards the fbuth-eaft is a low fwampy fait

marfh. The former, terminating very abruptly

at no great diftance from the water fide, form

between their bafe and the fea beach a plain,

compofed of a clayey and fandy foil; where,

clofe about the foot of the cliffs, and proteded

by them from the fea winds, grow^ the holly-

leaved oak trees, from which we obtained our
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fupply of wood ; and a few acres of land in that

neighbourhood wrere inclofed, and in an indiffe-

rent ftate of cultivation. On the fait marfhes

that extend fome diftance further from the wa-

ter fide to the foot of the mountains, a few

dwarf trees and groveling fhrubs were produced,

but no part of it was under cultivation ; and as

the whole of the interior country in all directions

feemed to be compofed of high barren naked

mountains deftitute of foil, it is not likely that it

fhould be very abundant in its vegetable produc-

tions. Sufficient, however, is afforded for the

ufe of the million ; and was it well fupplied with

water, it is fuppofed capable of being rendered

very fruitful even under thefe difadvantages. The
fheep and poultry here far exceeded thofe of every

other eftablifhment that we had vifited, not only

in point of fize, but in the flavor and delicacy of

the meat. To thefe was added from the fea a

daily and abundant fupply' of molt excellent fifh,

procured throughout the year by the natives, w7ho

are very expert in that, as w7ell as in many other

ufeful and neceffary occupations.

The Prefidio is principally fupplied with grain

$nd pulfe from the pueblo de los Angelos, and the

million of Buena Ventura
;
which, though fitu-

ated clofe to the water-fide, has the reputation

of being amongft the mod fertile of the eilablifh-

zncntsin this country. Its buildings w7ere fome

, time
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time ago burnt down by accident; this circum-

fiance, though attended with fome temporary

inconvenience, was the means of affording them

an opportunity of replacing them on the fame

fpot with more advantage, both in refpedl of their

external appearance, and internal accommodation.

Thefe buildings furpaffed all the others I had

feen, being fomething larger, and more uniform

;

and the apartments were infinitely more com-

modious, and were kept extremely clean and

neat. Both here and at S fa
Barbara, very great

advantages are derived from having near each of

thefe eftabliihments a great abundance of very

good lime-frone, excellent earth for bricks and

tiles, and flag-ftones for paving. Thefe valu*

able materials give the buildings at thefe places a

manifeft fuperiority over thofe that are ereded

with fubftances lefs fit for the purpofe ; but, to

balance this advantage, it appeared that their la-

bours in hufbandry, efpecially in raifing European

grains and pulfe, were not rewarded by that

abundant return which we had found at S ta
Clara.

The average produce of their feed does not yield

more than twenty-three for one in wheat, barley*

and oats ; the quality of which is not by any

means equal to the fame fort of earn grown in

the more northern fettlements. This inferiority

is attributed more to the want of rain than to

the comparative difference of the foil ; fmce, al-

though
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though the foil and climate of the latter appeared

to be more fuitable to the agriculture of the open

fields, yet the garden of Buena Ventura far ex-

ceeded any thing of that defcription I had before

met with in thefe regions, both in refpedl of the

quality, quantity, and variety of its excellent pro-

ductions, not only indigenous to the country, but

appertaining to the temperate as well as torrid

zone ; not one fpecies having yet been fown, or

planted, that had not flouriftied, and yielded its

fruit in abundance, and of excellent quality.

Thefe have principally confifted of apples, pears,

plumbs, figs, oranges, grapes, peaches, and pom-

granates, together with the plantain, banana,

cocoa nut, fugar cane, indigo, and a great variety

of the neceflary and ufeful kitchen herbs, plants

and roots. Ail thefe were flourifhing in the

greateft health and perfection, though feparated

from the fea-fide only by two or three fields of

corn, that were cultivated within a few yards of

the furf The grounds, however, on which they

were produced, were fupplied, at the expence of

fome labour, with a few fmail ftreams, which,

as occafion required, were conduced to the crops

that ftood moffc in need of water. Here alfo

grew great quantities of the Indian fig, or prickly

pear ; but whether cultivated for its fruit only,

or for the cochineal, I was notable to make my-

felf thoroughly acquainted.

Vol. IV. D d The
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The miffion is not confpicuous from fituation,

nor does it command an extenfive profpe£t ; m
thefe refpe&s that of S ta Barbara has fome advan-

tage ; its Prcfidio likewife excels all the others in

neatnefs, cleanlinefs, and other fmaller, though

elfential comforts ; it is placed on an elevated

part of the plain, and is raifed fome feet from the

ground by a bafement ilory, which adds much to

its pleafantnefs.

The Prefidio of St. Diego feemed to be the

leaft of the Spanifti eftablifhments with which we

were acquainted. It is irregularly built, on very

uneven ground/ which makes it liable to fome in-

conveniencies, without the obvious appearance of

any object for fele&ing fuch a fpot. The fitua-

tion of it is dreary and lonefome, in the midft of

a barren uncultivated country, producing fo little

herbage, that, excepting in the fpring months,

their cattle are fent to the diftajice of twenty or

thirty miles for pafturage. During that feafon^

and as long as the rainy weather may continue, a

fufficient number are then brought nearer for the

ufe of the Prefidio and miffion ; and fuch as have

not been wanted are again fent back to the in-

terior country when the dry weather commences;

which, although more productive in point of

grafs, is not very prolific in grain, pulfe, fruits,

-roots, or other culinary vegetables I underftood

that they are frequently obliged to refort for a

fupply
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fupply of thefe articles to the million of St. Juan

Capiftrano, which abounded in vegetables and

animal produ6tions, eonfifting of great herds of

cattle, flocks of fheep, and goats ; and I was af-

fured it was one of the moft fertile eftabiifh-

ments in the country.

The pueblos differ materially from either the

miffions or the Prefidios, and may be better ex-

prefled by the name of villages, being unfiipport-

ed by any other protection, than that of the per-

fons who are refident in them. Thefe are prin-

cipally old Spanifh, or Creole, Soldiers
; who,

having ferved their refpedtive turns of duty in

the miffions or in the Prefidios, become entitled

to exemption from any further military fervices,

and have permiffion either to return to their

native country, or to pafs the remainder of their

lives in thefe villages. Moft of thefe foldiers are

married, and have families ; and when the retire-

ment of the peublos is preferred, grants of land,

with fome neceffary articles, are given them to

commence their new occupation of hufbandry,

as a reward for their former fervices, and as an

incitement to a life of induftry ; which, with

the affifiance of a few of the friendly and well

difpofed natives, they carry into effect with great

advantage to their families. Fertile fpots are al-

ways chofen for planting thefe colonies ; by cul-

tivating which, thsy are foon enabled to raife

D d 2 corn
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corn and cattle fufficient, not only for their own
fupport, but for the fupply of the wants of the

rniffions and Prefidios in their neighbourhood.

Being trained to arms, they early inftrudi the

rifing generation, and bring them up to the obe-

dience of military authority ; under the laws of

which they themfelves continue to be governed.

There is no fuperior perfon or officer refiding

amongft them for the purpofe of officiating as

governor, or as chief magiftrate ; but the pueblos

are occafionally vifited by the eiffign of the Pre-

lidio, within whofe particular jurifdiction they

are fituated; This officer is authorized to take

cognizance of, and in a certain degree to redrefs,

iuch grievances or complaints as may be brought

before him ; or to reprefent them, together with

any crimes or mifdemeanors, to his commanding

officer ; and alio to report fuch improvements,

regulations, or other matters arifing in thefe little

iocieties, as may either demand his permiffion or

alien t ; from whofe decifion there is no appeal,

but to the governor of the province ; whofe

powers, I underftood, were very extendve, though

I remained ignorant concerning the particular

nature of his jurifdidtion.

Thefe pueblos generally confift of about thirty

or forty old foldiers with their families, who may
be confidered as a fort of militia of the country,

and as affifling in the increafe of its population,

which,
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which, as far as it refpedls the Spaniards, is yet

in a very humt>le {late.

The mode originally adopted, and fmce con-

flantly purfued, in fettling this country, is by no

means calculated to produce any great increafe

of white inhabitants. The Spaniards in their

jiiiflions and Prefidios, being the two principal

diftinclions of Spanifh inhabitants, lead a con-

fined, and in mofl refpecls a very indolent, life ;

the religious part of the fociety within a cloifter,

the military in barracks. The laft mentioned

order do nothing, in the flri<fteft fenfe of the ex-

preffion ; for they neither till, fow, nor reap, but

wholly depend upon the labour of the inhabitants

of the miffions and pueblos for their fubliflence,

and the common nece{Taries of life. To recon-

cile this inactivity whilft they remain on duty in

the Prefidio, with the meritorious exertions that

the fame defcription of people arc feen to make

m the pyeblos, is certainly a very difficult talk ;

and the contradiction would have remained very

prejudicial to their character, had I not been in-

formed, that to fupport the confequence of the

foldier in the eyes of the natives, and to infurc

him their refpedl, it had been deemed highly im-

proper that he fhpuld be fubjedied to any labo-

rious employment. This circumftance alone is

fufficient to account for the habitual indolence

D d 3 and
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and want of induflry in the military part of thefe

focieties.
(

*

The introduction of Chriftianity amongft: the

natives, the cultivation of their minds, and mak-

ing them difciples of the Romifh church, being

wholly intrufted to the religious of the refpeCtive

orders ; none of thofe Indians are fufFered to be

employed in the Prefidios but fuch as are parti-

cularly recommended ; to whom the officers who

give them employ are obliged to pay a certain

daily fum of money, according to the fervice re-

ceived
; whilft, at the fame time, the fathers

have hundreds at their command, who when em-

ployed by them are rewarded with the produce

refulting from the labours of fuch of their own

fociety as are engaged in agriculture, in manufac-

turing their woollen garments, or in gardening.

Thefe are the payments by which the wages

of the carpenter, the frnith, the mafon, and other

mechanics are fatisfied ; and as they have few

perfons of thefe trades amongft themfelves, the

whole of fuch bufmefs is performed by the In-

dians, under the immediate inftruction and in-

fpection of the Rev. Fathers, who by thefe means,

alone have erected all their fabrics and edifices.

At S ta Barbara a new church was building, and

at Buena Ventura the whole was to be rebuilt,

both of which when finifhed, might be juftly

taken
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taken for the workmanfhip of more experienced

artifts. Thefe two miffions form each an intire

fquare ; the buildings are more lofty and exten-

five, and the fuperior quality of the materials with

which they are erected, gives them a decided

fuperiority over all the others.

Thefe benevolent fathers are the corporeal as

well as fpiritual phyficians of all the Indian tribes

la the neighbourhood of the miffions; and they

exercife the arts both of furgery and medicine

with great fuccefs, efpecially the latter, for the

credit of which they may be indebted to the un-

impaired conltitutions of their patients, and the

natural healthinefs of the climate. The fcarcity

of fpirituous liquors, and the great regularity of

the inhabitants in food and employment, induces

a life of temperance ; and confequently, the dif-

eafes to which they are liable are feldom of a ma-

lignant nature, and in moft inftances readily

yield to the fimpleft means of cure.

The number of the natives, at this period,

who were faid to have embraced the Roman Ca-

tholic perfuafion under the difcipline of the

Francifcan and Dominican orders of miffionaries

in New Albion, and throughout the peninfula of

California, amounted to about twentv thoufand,

and they were eftimated at an eighth or tenth of

the whole native population of thofe countries.

Their progrefs towards civilization feems to have

D d 4 been
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been remarkably flow ; and it is not very likely

to become more rapid, until the impolicy of ex-

cluding foreign vifitors fhall be laid afide, and an

amicable commercial intercourfe fubftituted in

its room ; by which fyftem, new wants becom-

ing neceffary, new comforts would be introduced;

this would flirnulate them to induftry, their

lands wrould be examined and cultivated, and

their flock of cattle would, by attention, foon in-

creafe fo ubundantly, as to enable them to difpofe

of the furplus produce of their farms to ftrangers,

for fuch articles of convenience as would tend to

facilitate their labours, and otherwife render their

lives more comfortable. Provifions, timber, and

fea otter fkins, would be the firft commodities for

their exportation ; and though the fea otter fkins

obtained in thefe parts, are certainly inferior to

thofe procured further to the north, they could

not fail of becoming a profitable article of traffic.

I did not find that New Albion had yet been

fuppofed to contain any valuable minerals, nor is

California confidered much richer in that refpeft;

though I underftood, that about 1 4 leagues to

the north- weft of the Prefidio of Loretto, which

is fituated in the 26th degree of north latitude on

the fhores of the peninfula in the gulf of Califor-

nia, the Spaniards had lately difcovered two filver

mines that were ftated to be tolerably produ&iye.

The Prefidio of Loretto is on a more extenfive

plan
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plan than any in New Albion ; its inhabitants

amount to about feventy Spaniards and feveral

families of Indians, befides a mixed race exclufive

of the garrifon, which is corppofed of a company

of fixty foldiers, with their officers.

The miffionaries of the Francifcan order, who

extend their functions no further fouth than St.

Diego, a61 in all cafes under the particular direc-

tion of their college, a branch of which is eftab-

liihed at Mexico ; with which a conflant cor-

refpondence is kept Up, and by which their con-

du6i appears, on all occafions, to be regulated ;

and they feem, in moil: refpe6ts, nearly indepen-

dent of military fubjeCtion.

From this brief {ketch, fome idea may probably

be formed of the prefent flate of the European

fettlements in this country, and the degree of

importance they are of to the Spanifn monarchy,

which retains this extent of country under its

authority by a force that, had we not been eye-

witnefies of its infignificance in many inftances,

we fhould hardly have given credit to the poffi-

bility of fo fmall a body of men keeping in awe,

and under fubjection, the natives of this country,

without reforting to harfh or unjufti fable mea-

sures. The number of their forces, between port

St. Francifco and St. Diego, including both

eftabli&ments, and occupying an extent in one

line of upwards of 420 nautical miles, does not

amount
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amount to three hundred, officers included ; and

from St. Diego fouthward, to Loretto, not above

one hundred more, exclufive of the garrifon and

lettlers refiding at that port. Thefe are all that

are employed for the protection of the millions.

Thofe of the Dominican order, to the fouthward

of St. Diego, are fixteen in number, each of

which is guarded by five foldiers only. Of the

Francifcan order, to the northward of St. Diego,

there are thirteen ; fome guarded by five, whilft

others have eight,. ten, or twrelve foldiers for their

protection, in thofe fituations' where the Indians

are more numerous, and likely to prove trouble-

fome. This feems to be more apprehended at

La Soledad and at St. Antonio than at any other

of the eftabliiliments. The Prefidio of St. Diego

and S ra Barbara are each garrifoned by a company

of fixty men ; out of which number guards are

afforded to the millions of the fame names. The

garrifon of Monterrey, generally, I believe, con-

fills of a company of fixty cr eighty men, and

that of St. Francifo thirty-fix men only. Thefe

foldiers are all very expert horfemcn, and, fo

far as their numbers extend, are well qualified

to fupport themfelves againft any domeftic in-

furrcction ; but are totally incapable of making

any refinance againft a foreign invafion.

The number of veffels that have lately vifited

the coaft of North-Weft America in new com-

mercial
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mercial purfuits, have been inftrumcntal in awak-

ening the attention of the Spaniards, and they

have recently made fome efforts to fliew an ap-

pearance of defence. On our laft vifit to St.

Francifco, eleven difraounted brafs cannon, nine

pounders, with a large quantity of ftiot, of two

different fizes, were lying on the beach. Thefe,

we underftood, were to be placed on the fouth-

eaft point of entrance into the port ; which is a

fteep cliff, well fituated to command the paffage

into the harbour, but is commanded in return by

a hill at no great diftance, to the fouth-ealtward.

Several Spaniards, with a numerous body of In-

dians, on our late vifit on the top of the cliff,

were employed in creeling what feemed to be

intended for a platform, or a barbet battery, but

it was not at that time in a fufficient ftate of for-

wardnefs for us to decide, whether it might not

be defigned for a more regular work.

At Monterrey the cannon, which, on our for-

mer vifit, were placed before the Prefidio, were

now removed to the hill, mentioned at that time

as intended to be fortified for the purpofe of

commanding the anchorage. Here is now eredled

a forry kind of barbet battery, confiding chiefly

of a lew logs of woods, irregularly placed; behind

which thofe cannon, about eleven in number,

are oppofed to the anchorage, with very little

protection
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prote&ion in the front, and on their rear and

flanks intirely open and expofed.

S ta Barbara is a poft of no fmall confequence,

and might be rendered very tenable, by fortifying

a hi i confp uoufly filuated for fuch a purpofe

on the north-weft fide of the roadftead ; yet they

have here only two brafs nine-pounders, placed

before the entrance into the Prefidio, which is

fituated in the valley or plain beneath, at the dis-

tance of about a mile from this eminence. As

this poft is the key to all the communication

between their northern and fouthern eftablifli-

ments, it was worthy of remark, that they had

not attempted to provide an intercourfe by fome

other road, through the mountains,which rife per-

pendicularly immediately behind the Prefidio, and

in their prefent rugged ftate are inacceffible, left

this ftation fliould ever fall into pofleffion of ar^

invading enemy.

With little difficulty St. Diego might alfo be

rendered a place of considerable ftrength, by

eflablifhrng a fmall force at the entrance of the

port
;
where, at this time, there were neither

works, guns, houfes, or other habitations nearer

than the Prefidio, which is at the diftance of at

leaft five miles from the port, and where they

have only three fmall pieces of brafs cannon.

Such is the condition of this country as it re-
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fpe6ts its internal fecurity, and external defence

;

but why fuch an extent of territory fhould have

been thus fubjugated, and after all the expence

and labour that has been bellowed upon its colo-

nization turned to no account whatever, is a

myftery in the fcience of ftate policy not eafily to

be explained.

The natives are not, nor can they be, rendered

tributary, becaufe they poflefs no tribute to offer;

nor do thefe territories, though greatly favored

by nature, contain, or under the prefent arrange-

ment feem intended in future to contain, large

tow7ns or cities, whofe inhabitants could in any

refpe6l add to the affluence, grandeur, or dignity

of the monarch who upholds them. If thefe

eftablifhments are intended as a barrier againft

foreign intruders, the objed: in view has been

greatly miftaken, and the molt ready means have

been adopted to allure other powers, by the de-

fencelefs ftate of what the Spaniards confider as

their fortrefles and ftrongholds. Should the am-

bition of any civilized nation tempt it to feize

on thefe unfupported pofts, they could not make

the leaft refiftance, and muft inevitably fall to a

force barely fufficient for garrifoning and fecuring

the country; efpecially t ht part which I have

comprehended under the denomination of New
Albion, whofe fouthernmofl limits lie under the

30th degree of north latitude. Here the coaft,

wafhed
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wafhed by the waters of the Pacific, is not more

than 30 leagues (if fo much) from the fliores undef

the fame parallel, nearly at the head of the gulf

of California. This pafs, being once well fecured

by any power, determined to wreft New Albion

from the Spanifli monarchy, would inevitably

prevent an army by land from coming to the

fupport of the prefent polfelTors, or to the annoy-

ance of an invading enemy ; for two very obvious

rcafons. The firft is, that the natives of the

country about the river Colorado, a moft daring

and warlike people, have from time immemorial

been the inveterate and avowed enemies of the

Spaniards ; who not many years fince furprized

and cut off a Prefidio and miffion, containing

near an hundred Spaniards, and Hill continue to

a61 on all occafions with hoftility. The other

reafon is, that to the weftward of the territory of

thefe people, from the banks of the Colorado, the

mountainous, barren, and inhofpitable Hate of

the country renders it at prefent fo totally im-

paffable, that the Spaniards could never penetrate

by land at the back of thefe their new eftabilili-

ments. Thefe facts were eftablifhed by many

inquiries, and confirmed by the route which the

Spaniards purfue for the purpofe of avoiding fuch

difficulties, when palling between their fcttle-

ments in New Albion, and thole north- eaftward

of the river Colorado, which are inftances that

frequently
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frequently occur ; and on thefe occafions they are

obliged to go as far fouth as the Prefidio of Lo-

retto before they crofs the gulf of California, and

then proceed along its eaftern fhores, northward,

to their deftination, even though it fhould be to

the city of S a Fee, the capital ofNew Mexico.

This city was founded in the beginning of the

laft century, about the time when the Count of

Monterrey was viceroy of New Spain; it is gar-

rifoned with five hundred men only, and it is

faid to be fituated in the finelt country that

America affords, nearly under the meridan of

Loretto and the parallel of port St. Francifco

;

between which port and S ta Fee, an extent of

about 160 leagues, the Spaniards have endea-

voured to effe£i a communication by land, though

hitherto unfuccefsfully ; their labours having been

conftantly defeated by the obftrudlion of the lofty

range of mountains exifting between NewMexico
and the fea coaft. This project, however, is not

intirely abandoned, though little hope was enter-

tained of its accomplifhment.

The Spaniards, in doing thus much, have only

cleared the way for the ambitious ejnterprizes of

thofe maritime powers, who, in the avidity of

commercial purfuits, may feek to be benefited by

the advantages which the fertile foil of New Al-

bion feems calculated to afford. By the forma-

tion of fuch eftablifhments, fo wide from each

other,
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other, and fo unprotected in themfelves, the ori-

ginal defign of fettling the country feems to have

been completely fet afide, and, inftead of ftrength-

ening the barrier to their valuable pofleffions in

New Spain, they have thrown irrefiftible temp-

tations in the way of ftrangers to trefpafs over

their boundary.

From their dominions in New Spain they have

flocked this frontier country with fuch an abun-

dance of cattle of all defcriptions, that it is no

longer in their power, even were they fo inclin-

ed, to effect their extermination. They have aifb

pointed out many fertile fpots, fome of which are

very extenfive, where they have introduced the

mo ft valuable vegetable productions, not only ne-

ceftary to the fuftenance, but miniftering to

many of the luxuries, of civilized fociety ; and

they have, by their previous experiments, fully

afcertained in what degree each is found to fuc-

ceed. A certain proportion of the natives have>

by the indefatigable labour of the miftionaries,

been weaned from their former uncivilized,

favage way of life, and are become obedient to

focial forms, and praftiied in many domeftic oc-

cupations. All thefe circumftances are valuable

confidcrations to new maftens, from whofe power,

If properly employed, the Spaniards would have

no alternative but that of fubmiffively yielding.

That fuch an event fhould take place appears

by
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by no means to be very improbable, Ihould the

commerce of North-weft America be further ex-

tended. The advantages that have already been

derived, and are likely ftill to accrue, in the pro-

fecution of a well-condu6ted trade, between this

coaft and China, India, Japan, and other places,

may on fome future day, under a judicious and

well-regulated eftablifhment, become an object

of ferious and important confideration, to any

nation that fhall be inclined to reap the advan-

tages offuch a commerce.

Ruffia at prefent feems principally to engrofs

thefe benefits, in confequence of the unwife com-

petition between private adventurers of other na-

tions, not only on the coaft of America, but alfo

at Canton and in its neighbourhood ; the only

market to which, at prefent, fuch adventurers can

carry the furs of North-weft America.

The importance of fuch a trade, politically

confidered, or the value of it, when duly appre-

ciated, to private adventurers, I lhall leave to the

decifionof thofe who are better informed on fuch

fubje&s ; becaufe I had no opportunity of receiv-

ing fatista&ory information upon matters of that

intricate nature.

ENDi OF THE FOURTH VOLUME.

T. Giliet, Pi i.iter, Salilbun -Square.
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