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Urgent plea to find home 
for restored lift carriage
THE future of a historic step 
carriage brought back to its 
former glory through generous 
public donations hangs in the 
balance as campaigners des-
perately search for a final rest-
ing spot.

For more than a year, the 
122-year-old restored car-
riage has languished in the car  
park of The Grand Hotel in 
Folkestone.

It was returned to the sea-
side town as part of a major 
£35,000 restoration project 
with a view to it being exhib-
ited as a tourist attraction.

The lift was built in 1890 as 
an extra to the very success-
ful original Leas Lift and track, 
which opened in 1885 and, 
after a long campaign, started 
running again last year.

But campaigners fear for 
the redundant step carriage’s 
future as there seems to be no-
where for it to go.

Former treasurer of the 1890 
Leas Lift Carriage Restoration 
Project, Robert Mouland, has 
asked for part of the disused 
Leas Lift track to be donated to 
help with the re-location.

Mr Mouland, said: “It would 
be a great shame to see the 
1890 disused track complete-
ly vanish, taking with it 122 

years of history. The restored 
step carriage could be used for 
educational purposes or as a 
tourist attraction. 

“Imagine it placed at the top 
of the tracks with fluorescent 
lights, it would be a real public 
attraction. Or at the bottom, 
where people could go and have 
tea and learn about the history 
of the lift. It’s not right it’s just 
being left in a car park.”

Town hall chiefs are cur-
rently looking to remove the 
disused track from the Leas Lift 

due to safety concerns.
In a letter to the council, Mr 

Mouland asked for part of this 
to be given to the restoration 
team. Shepway council said it 
believed the best possible place 
for it to be sited permanently 
would be on the Leas Lift, but 
stressed it could not make the 
decision as it did not own the 
lift or carriage.

A spokeswoman added: “This 
would be a matter between the 
restoration group, the lift op-
erators and the lift owners.”

Terry Begent, of Folkestone 
Leas Lift Community Interest 
Company – a social enterprise 
set up to preserve and run the 
lift – said: “We got the lift run-
ning again after the district 
council walked away from it 
in 2009 and no sooner had 
we got the doors open than we 
were faced with a barrage of 
criticism for not being prepared 
to take back a carriage that was 
removed some 30 years ago.

“Inherent in that was the as-
sumption we would bear the re-

sponsibility for getting planning 
permission, pay for the instal-
lation, covering it with insur-
ance and maintaining it – even 
though this would interfere 
with our own future plans to 
ensure the future viability of the 
lift that we had got running.

“The carriage is nothing 
to do with us and never will  
be and there is no way that 
we could put it back on tracks 
that are so dangerous that  
we have had to ask for them  
to be removed.”

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk

By Marijke Cox 

RESCUE

Operator praised after rescue of girl stuck in burning building
A CALL handler has been praised after 
giving life-saving advice to a teenager 
stuck in a house fire.

The fire broke out on June 20 at an 
address in Black Bull Road, Folkestone.

The teenage girl frantically called 
emergency services saying her three-
storey house was full of smoke and  
she was unable to escape from her top 
floor bedroom.

Recently appointed fire control op-
erator Hannah Park took the call and 
began to give out instructions.

Ms Park said: “I reassured the girl 
that fire fighters were on their way 
and advised her to stay in the bedroom  
and to keep the door closed.

“I asked her about her room and 
about her dog, and basically tried to 
keep her calm. When crews got to the 

property, I told her to wave and call out 
of the window to them.” 

The fire crews lead the girl to safety 
and gave her first aid and oxygen. 

She was then taken to hospital suffer-
ing from smoke inhalation but her inju-
ries were not life threatening. A woman 
and a dog escaped before crews arrived.

The fire, which started in the ground 
floor kitchen, is believed to have been 

caused by an electrical fault. 
Red watch manager Alison Dale said: 

“What is remarkable about Hannah’s 
actions is that she is a very new mem-
ber of staff and she did an exemplary 
job of putting her fire-survival guidance 
training into practice for the first time, 
keeping the girl calm and providing ad-
vice that reduced her chance of injury 
and may well have saved her life.”

CRIME

Jail for break-
in at chemist
A FOLKESTONE man has been 
sentenced to 10 months in 
prison via virtual court.

Jamie Brian Connor, 29, of 
Hollands Avenue, was arrested 
on June 18 after police were 
alerted to a break in at a chem-
ist in Black Bull Road. He was 
sentenced for burglary, breach 
of bail and theft.

ARREST

Teen charged 
over damage
A 15-year-old boy from 
Folkestone was arrested on 
June 15 after police received 
reports of a teenager carrying 
a carving knife in Foord Road.

He was later charged 
with possessing an offensive 
weapon and criminal damage 
after allegedly hitting the wing 
mirror of a car. 

ENTERTAINMENT

DEREK Acorah is coming  
to Folkestone on July 14.

The star of Living TV’s  
Most Haunted, will be bringing 
his psychic ability to Leas  
Cliff Hall.

Tickets to see the spirit 
medium cost £16. Call 0844 
871 7627 to book.

Derek Acorah 
haunts venue
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CONTROVERSIAL: Campaigners would like the restored Leas Lift carriage to be housed on a disused part of the Leas Lift track
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CALL 01622 765993
FREE FITTING ONLY AVAILABLE ON TELEPHONE ORDERS

www.segurogaragedoors.co.uk

Isn’t it time for a
New Garage Door?

With the SEGURO SALE, the
decision’s made so much easier

PRICE INCLUDES
Remote Control & keyring handset Manual Override for use in a power cut
Safety laser beam to prevent any possibilty of accidents
White as standard, many other colours available - ask for details
Extremely secure auto-locking system Full 12 month warranty
Price is for any single sized door up to 8ft 6” wide.
Bottom rubber weatherseal Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation

Our top of the range electric ‘remote controlled’ insulated aluminium rolling
garage door - operated by hand held ‘Keyring’ handset is currently reduced

from a RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting

NOW JUST £699!
INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING

70%
OFF
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Park’s £2.5m revamp
A DAY of celebations is being held on Sunday to 
mark the £2.5 million restoration of Mote Park 
Maidstone. The fun will include the Kent Kite 
Festival display, an appearance by Peppa Pig 
and George, and youth bands. Improvements 
have included new paths, restoration of 
parkland, 100 new trees, car park improve-
ments, new bridges, restoring the 1840s 
waterfall, visitor hubs, and restoring the 1800s 
neoclassical Volunteers Pavilion.

Festival fraud charges
DAVID Anthony Fisher, 42, of Watermans Way in 
Greenhithe, has been charged with 32 offences 
of fraud by false representation in relation to 
tickets to a music festival in 2011.

He has been bailed to appear at Dartford 
Magistrates in July. 

A spokesman at Kent Police said that advice 
and guidance on how to keep yourself, your 
friends, and your family, safe can be found at 
http://bit.ly/b0Z4KZ.

Top economist lecture
DR Adam Posen, a member of the Bank of 
England’s Monetary Policy Committee – which 
sets interest rates – is giving a public lecture at 
the University of Greenwich’s Medway Campus 
on Monday, July 9, at 6.30pm. He will discuss 
how politicians may have “chosen to follow 
mistaken economic ideals,” and explain why 
“blunt truth telling” and “forceful policy action” 
are necessary for the country in the current 
economic situation. While the event is free and 
open to all, it is necessary to register for a place 
at www.gre.ac.uk/schools/business.

bringing you the latest news ▪ sport ▪ video ▪ jobs ▪ cars and property                       …Just visit the Apple App Store

CINEMA

Street kids film shows 
gritty alternative to 
glamour of World Cup
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Chris Murphy

AS THE 2010 World Cup in South Africa played 
out with its multi-millionaire players and even 
richer sponsors, away from the massive stadia 
poverty stricken street urchins were doing their 
best with a borrowed ball.

The incredible images of children playing on 
temporary dirt pitches were captured in a moving 
new film, Street Kids United, by a Kent director.

In the past, filmmaker Tim Pritchard has 
worked with celebrities such as model Naomi  
Campbell, and also created the Sky documentary 
series, Ross Kemp on Gangs.

And as excitement gripped the 
country ahead of England’s Sunday 
night European championship 
quarter final against Italy, the direc-
tor explained to Archant KOS Me-
dia that he had wanted to get 
back to his roots and make a 
film that concentrated on those 
who are usually “starved of 
media oxygen”.

So he filmed the homeless 
children’s world cup tourna-

ment where charities around the world got to-
gether to take street kids to Durban to play as the 

real World Cup rumbled on.
Mr Pritchard said: “The contrast be-

tween the two is eye-popping.”
And now, after a tour of film festivals, 

Street Kids United is being shown in  
Kent for the first time. The feature docu-

mentary is to be screened at the Gulben-

kian Cinema, Canterbury, on Thursday, June 
28, at 6.30pm.

The 70-minute film has already received ac-
colades at film festivals around the world, in-
cluding the prestigious Berlinale for its portrayal 
of a gang of street kids faced with a hopeless, 
poverty-stricken future, who get the chance to 
turn their lives around by taking part in a global 
football tournament.

The 12 youngsters who made up The 
Umthombo Young Stars were plucked from 
South African’s dirt-ridden streets, to be taught 
the basic skills of football and teamwork, as well 
as being shown how to develop self-respect and 
find healthy alternatives to their lives on the 
streets, said Mr Pritchard.

The Orpington movie man said: “We used 
quite small cameras to be as discreet as we could. 
We followed the South African children  
during their preparations, during the tourna-
ment and after. 

“It is heartbreaking seeing these youngsters 
and the way they live. But tournaments like this 
are brilliant for them, it gives a sense of purpose 
and keeps them away from the world of drugs.”

Tickets to the screening are available at the 
Gulbenkian by calling 01227 769075.

 See www.yourcanterbury.co.uk for all 
the latest news and sport headlines.

CARE

Parliamentary pressure to stop 
children being ‘dumped’ in Kent
PRESSURE is mounting on 
the Government to tackle the 
scandal of children in care 
being “dumped” in Kent, after 
a parliamentary inquiry called 
for urgent action.

Findings from the inquiry 
were published in a report 
which exposed the “shocking” 
numbers of vulnerable children 
from London and further afield 
being placed miles from home.

This latest parliamentary 
report adds weight to the fight 
by calling for action to reduce 
out-of-area placements.

“Evidence shows this is often 
a major factor in causing them 
to run away and put them at 
risk,” it stated.

The report also revealed 
that a high percentage of local 
authorities which had placed 
looked-after youngsters in 
another area were unable to 
give information on whether 
that child had gone missing 
from care.

Last week, Kent County 

Council leader Cllr Paul Carter 
called for London mayor Boris 
Johnson and London borough 
councils to get around a table 
and discuss the problem of 
dumping vulnerable children 
miles from home.

Currently, almost 1,300  
of looked-after children in  
Kent are originally from out  
of the county.

Care resources, which 
already serve around 1,600 
Kent-born children, are being 
stretched to their limits.

Concern also surrounds the 
well-being of the children 
placed in the county, who are 
more likely to run away and 
more at risk from sex gangs.

Half of all children in 
children’s homes live outside 
their own local authority, 
despite evidence that this is 
often a major factor in causing 
them to run away.

Coastal towns are hit 
particularly hard by the influx, 
as care costs are often lower. 

Once a child is moved to  
the area, KCC bears the cost  
of education, which can  
be as much as £500,000  
per youngster.

Laura Sandys, Tory MP for 
South Thanet – an area which 
struggles with a high number 
of dumped children – said the 
issue has gone on for too long.

“It desperately needs to be 
resolved,” she said. “In Thanet 
we now have a situation where 
243 vulnerable children from 
outside the area have been 
placed hundreds of miles from 
their original homes.”

Ms Sandys said it was 
irresponsible of other councils 
to send their most vulnerable 
children to Thanet, an area 
with high deprivation.

Children’s minister Tim 
Loughton said he would 
announce shortly the results  
of additional work carried out 
on how to ensure children are 
placed out of area only when 
appropriate.

HOMELESS: Tim Pritchard’s  
film follows The Umthombo  
Young Stars, 12 children from  
the streets of South Africa, as  
they compete in an alternative  
World Cup tournament

WITH 
MANYTHOUSANDS
OF 

PARTS

• Locks for windows
and doors

• Handles for
windows and
doors

• Hinges
• Wedges
• Patio wheels
• Gearboxes
• Letterboxes

• Plastic cleaner

• Drip bars

• Silicone

• Knockers

• Tissue

• Restrictors

• Glass sealed units

• PVC panels

SPARE PARTS
COUNTER
IS OPEN
Marie, Julie and Harry are waiting to help you with the usual
professional service you expect from Miranda Double Glazing.

We stock all your window and door spare parts:

And much more, including supply only windows and doors.
If we do not stock the item you require, we will try to acquire it for you as 

soon as possible.
Open for Trade and public Monday - Friday 8am - 4.30pm

Medway's One-Stop shop for your window and door repair needs.
Unit 15 Dickens Court, Enterprise Close, Medway City Estate, Rochester, Kent ME2 4LY

01634 717400
www.mdgrepairs.co.uk • mdgrepairs@aol.comREGISTERED

Miranda
DOUBLE GLAZING
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NEWS IN BRIEF

Girl saved from blaze
A TEENAGE girl had to be rescued from a fire at 
a house in Folkestone. Fire crews were called 
just after 8.30am on Wednesday to Black Bull 
Road, Folkestone. The blaze is believed to have 
been started by an electrical fault in a ground-
floor kitchen at the three-storey home. Firefight-
ers rescued the girl from a bedroom on the top 
floor and she was treated by ambulance crews 
for smoke inhalation. A woman and a dog 
escaped from the property before crews arrived.

Police hunt for helpers
TWO passers-by who helped a police officer 
dealing with an incident in Dover have been 
urged to come forward so the force can express 
its thanks. The couple offered to help Sgt 
Samantha Parker in Castle Street at about 3pm 
on Monday, May 21.  She had been patrolling the 
town centre and a found a small group drinking 
alcohol in the St James Street area. “I would like 
to thank them – the man said he was a former 
police officer and walked with a stick,” she said.

Did you see road rage? 
DETECTIVES are appealing for witnesses to a 
road rage attack in which a motorist was beaten 
with a metal pole. The 27-year-old man was 
allegedly hit over the head and left with 
concussion and a head injury after confronting 
the driver of a van who had pulled out in front of 
him. The van driver got out armed with a metal 
pole and assaulted the motorist on Saturday, 
June 16, in Brookfield Avenue, Ashford.

News  for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk

CAMPAIGN

Building airport 
next to ‘deadly’ 
munitions ship 
is just ‘bonkers’
marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

By Marijke Cox

ALMOST 70 years ago Ameri-
can cargo ship the SS Richard 
Montgomery grounded on the 
sandbank off Sheerness while 
en route to the UK loaded with 
explosives.

Despite a major salvage at-
tempt and the removal of half 
of the munitions load, the ves-
sel flooded completely and ef-
forts were abandoned, leaving 
1,400 explosives still onboard; 
enough to send a 16ft tidal 
wave against the Kent coast 
and blow out every window in 
nearby Sheerness.

The sunken warship has re-
mained since 1944 on the 
sandbank close to the Medway 
approach channel and to the 
east of the Isle of Grain, near to 
where Mayor of London Boris 
Johnson and architect Lord 
Foster are both looking to build 
a giant hub airport.

Campaigners argue that 
constructing such a develop-
ment so close to a wreck loaded 
with explosives is madness, 
with co-chair of the Lib Dem 
parliamentary party commit-
tee on transport, Julian Hup-
pert, calling it “bonkers”.

His comments followed last 
month’s release of the latest 
survey report by the Depart-
ment for Transport into the 
condition of the wreck.

It found that while there had 
only been a small deterioration 
between 2009 and 2010, it 
would be difficult to make long 
term predictions on the future 
stability of the site due to the 
“dynamic nature” of the sur-
rounding environment. 

Three key factors were high-
lighted that would affect the 
future stability and deteriora-
tion of the wreck site: the 
strength of the hull structure; 

the environment around the 
wreck; and the condition of the 
munitions inside it.

The DfT said the risk of an 
explosion was “remote” but 
this latest survey prompted an 
outcry by Mr Huppert, MP for 
Cambridge.

“This report shows the ship’s 
slow deterioration is continu-
ing, with the lethal cargo still 
on board,” he said. “This must 
surely put an end to the bonk-
ers idea of building an airport 
in the Thames Estuary.

“Just last month the Royal 
Navy had to destroy a wartime 
mine found in the estuary be-
cause of the ‘significant risk to 
public safety’. 

“If this cargo ship was dis-
rupted by construction the ex-
plosion would be 2,000 times 
larger, it would blow out every 
window in Sheerness, and cre-
ate a 16ft wave just outside the 
capital.

“The last time we tried to 
move a similar wreck it explod-
ed. Without a credible plan to 
deal with this mess there’s no 
way Boris’s plans will ever get 
off the ground.”

Ukip leader and Euro MP for 
Kent Nigel Farage, from West-
erham, described the proposed 

development as insane.
Writing for KoS he said: 

“Perhaps it’s me being picky, 
but I wouldn’t like to travel 
from an airport, let alone work 
there, which is in the vicinity of 
a deadly sunken ship from 
World War Two. 

“An investigation in 2004 
concluded that a collision, an 
attack or even the shifting of 
the cargo of high explosives in 
the tide could cause detona-
tion... wiping out Southend.”

Campaigners from Stop Es-
tuary Airport have also ex-
pressed fears over an airport 
being developed next to a sunk-
en warship.

In a structural survey of the 
vessel in 2009 by the Maritime 
and Coastguard Agency, con-
cerns were raised about deteri-
oration in one of the holds con-
taining thousands of bombs. 
But little change was seen in a 
further examination in 2010.

A spokesman for the Mayor 
of London said the SS Mont-
gomery would need to be con-
sidered. He stressed, however, 
that engineers had found the 
wreck would not prevent con-
struction of an airport.

A DfT spokeswoman said the 
most recent survey showed the 
vessel continued to remain in a 
stable condition and the risk of 
any explosion was still remote.

“However, as activity in the 
estuary continues to increase – 
including construction of a 
new container port – it is only 
right that we consider the op-
tions for ensuring the safety of 
those in the area,” she said.

She added that no decisions 
had been taken about any fu-
ture work on the ship and that 
the matter was completly un-
related to the ongoing develop-
ment of the aviation strategy.

DETERIORATING: The wrecked SS Richard 
Montgomery, which holds enough explosives  
to blow out every window in Sheerness rests on  
a sandbank near the site of the proposed airport

What are your views on the airport proposals? Share 
your opinion by writing to Airport Campaign, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SS. 
Sign the petition at www.stopestuaryairport.co.uk  
or you can email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk and put 
‘airport’ in the subject.

Estuary
Airport

Picture: GILL EDWARDS
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in the heart of the community, and, not least,  
the very special acoustics to be found in the re-
markable church and its surroundings at 
Boughton Aluph.”

The festival runs until July 1 and will feature 
performances from various counter-tenors.

Also performing are Ex Cathedra, His Majes-
ty’s Sagbutts and Cornetts, The Hilliard Ensem-
ble, and The Gonzaga Band.

Visit www.stourmusic.org.uk for more about 
the events.

 See www.yourashford.co.uk for all the 
very latest news and sport headlines.
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FOOD AND DRINK

ENTERTAINMENT

Early music festival 
celebrates the 100th 
birthday of founder
chrissie.daniels@archant.co.uk

By Chrissie Daniels

THE annual Stour Music Festival founded by re-
nowned counter-tenor Alfred Deller has begun 
– and it marks a very special birthday.

The festival, which celebrates early and Ren-
aissance music, features a series of concerts per-
formed at All Saints’ Church, Boughton Aluph, 
outside of Ashford.

The occasion is especially poignant as it marks 
the 100th birthday of the festival’s founder, who 
died in 1979.

Mr Deller was born in Margate in 1912 and is 
often referred to as the ‘godfather’ of the coun-
ter-tenor.

He formed the Stour Music Festival in 1962, 
after spending his career in the music industry.

His many acheivements include singing the 
role of Oberon in Benjamin Britten’s opera A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, and forming the 
Deller Consort in 1948.

To celebrate his 100th birthday, festival or-
ganisers held a concert at the church on May 31. 
This featured his best recordings from the 1950s 
and was a rare chance to hear his voice again.

More than 200 people attended the event, 
which was introduced by Alfred’s son, festival 
director Mark Deller.

Mr Deller said: “It is now more than 30 years 
since Alfred died and there are many people  
who will not have had the chance to hear him 
sing ‘live’ as it were. With this in mind I  
thought it would be a nice idea to have him sing-
ing again in Boughton Aluph Church, albeit this 
time on record.”

The evening also included an exhibition of 
paintings and drawings by artist John Ward, 
who illustrated many of the early programmes 
for the music festival.

Following the concert, the counter-tenor 
James Bowman CBE planted a tree in memory of 
Alfred in the churchyard where he is buried.  

Mr Deller said: “When my father started a 
modest one-day festival in 1962, he probably 
wouldn’t have imagined that, not only would it 
still be going 50 years later, but that it has be-
come one the leading early music festivals in the 
country, internationally recognised, and attract-
ing about 4,000 visitors annually.

“Its continued success lies in the quality of  
its artistic programme, the fact it is deeply rooted 

IN MEMORY: From left, Alfred Deller sings  
at Boughton Aluph; his son Mark organised a 
memorial concert of recordings from the 1950s

News  for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk

Thorley returns to his roots
ONE of the most well-known 
venues in Broadstairs is begin-
ning a new life as a gastro-
pub and restaurant after a 
£600,000 face lift.

The Charles Dickens 
occupies both a prominent 
position on the town’s seafront 
and a special place in the 
hearts of generations of 
Thanet drinkers, but now 
owner and local company 
Thorley Taverns aims to 
establish it as one of the isle’s 
leading eateries.

Indeed, for company founder 
and managing director Frank 
Thorley, ‘the Dickens’ is more 
than just another property, it 
being the first Thanet pub he 
acquired, in 1975, after 
expanding his operation  
out of London.

“We were the busiest pub in 
Kent shortly afterwards, doing 
1,500 barrels of beer a year,” 
Mr Thorley told KoS.

However, six years on from 
the purchase, what he calls “a 
health scare” and “advice from 
the doctor to take it easy” 
sparked what he told a large 
gathering at the official 
opening last week was a “rash 
moment” and he sold the 
Dickens to Grand Metropolitan.

Ownership subsequently 
passed to Enterprise Inns, but 
last year Thorley Taverns 
made an approach to buy the 

freehold of not only the 
Dickens but also nearby pubs 
The Captain Digby and The 
Tartar Frigate in a £3.5 million 
deal made possible by the sale 
of what had since become the 
Thorley flagship, The Fayre-
ness Hotel in Kingsgate.

And now The Charles 
Dickens has been restored  
to its sparkling self, with Mr 
Thorley jovially telling an 
audience including Thanet 
South MP Laura Sandys that 
he recognised some of the 
carpets from when he had 
previously owned it.

The ground floor is a 
gastropub, while the two above 
host The Copperfield restau-
rant, which, given its position 
overlooking Broadstairs 
harbour, can justifiably be said 

to have one of the finest views 
of any dining venue in Kent.

Phil Thorley, company 
operations director and Frank’s 
son, told KoS: “The Copperfield 
is offering a modern British 
menu using only British 
produce. It has already been 
extremely well received – this 
is something fresh and new for 
Broadstairs.”

As for the man who got the 
show rolling all those years 
ago, Frank Thorley said: “We’ve 
already got some nice pubs 
and restaurants here – now 
we’ve added another one.”              

Any final thoughts from the 
man whom many believe 
revolutionised the Thanet 
entertainments scene? 

“I’ve been in the trade since 
1971. I’m still learning.”

RETURN: Phil (left) and Frank Thorley (right) with chef Tony Atkins
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ANIMAL CRUELTY

Pet lovers fear cat killer 
back on the prowl after 
poison claims nine lives
chrissie.daniels@archant.co.uk

By Chrissie Daniels

THERE are worries the cat killer who poisoned 
10 pets in January is back, following a spate of 
recent incidents.

In the last month, at least nine cats have been 
killed after consuming antifreeze. All the inci-
dents took place in Gillingham or Hoo.

Cats are attracted to the taste of the lethal sub-
stance and ingesting even a tiny amount can 
lead to kidney failure and death.

The poisonings follow incidents in January, 
when 10 cats died in St John’s Road, Hoo.

Although it is not known whether the deaths 
are purely accidental, the high number of inci-
dents has raised fears it is a deliberate act.

Owners fear the cats are being targeted deliber-
ately, an act which faces a maximum penalty of six 
months’ imprisonment and/or a fine of £20,000.

Hospital manager Jo Komoroczy, at Gilling-
ham PDSA PetAid, said: “PDSA has seen nine 
cases of poisoning in cats in the past four weeks, 
which is significantly more than normal.

“Antifreeze is toxic to cats who find it attrac-
tive, resulting in some cats drinking it with       
dramatic and, sadly, often fatal results.  

“We advise owners to be very vigilant about 
poisoning in general, as many everyday plants 
and substances can be harmful to animals.”

Tara Brewer, of Sidney Road, Gillingham, lost 
three cats in three weeks.

Mrs Brewer explained how she came home 
from work to find the first cat, Brandi, four, “act-
ing like she was drunk”.

She said: “She fell off of the tumble dryer. She 
couldn’t even walk. We took her to the vet who 
said she had been poisoned and it could be by    
antifreeze or lilies, but we have had lilies in our 
garden for years and so know it wasn’t that.”

Mrs Brewer and her husband Richard, who 
own 13 cats, thought they had caused the death.

Mrs Brewer said: “We panicked and thought 
antifreeze was in the house so we steam cleaned 
everything and moved everything.”

Their 12-week-old kitten died soon after, also 
believed to be as a result of consuming antifreeze.  

The couple kept the remaining cats indoors to 
keep them safe, but eventually had to let them 
out. Five days later, nine-month-old Ronnie also 
died after suffering similar symptoms.

Mrs Brewer put signs up around the neighbour-
hood to warn people cats were being targeted.

She said she wants to think the cats had        

been poisoned by accident, rather than someone 
leaving antifreeze out to kill them.

She said: “What are they going to do? Put      
antifreeze down until they kill all the cats? If my 
cats were coming into your garden I would say 
throw water on them. You don’t kill them. If I 
lose another I will rehome my cats that can’t be 
indoor pets. I can’t go through it anymore.”

An RSPCA spokeswoman said: “Signs of anti-
freeze poisoning can be seen anything from 30 
minutes after a cat has ingested the chemical, 
though it can be two or three days before signs of 
kidney failure are seen.”

The RSCPA said symptoms include vomiting, 
appearing drunk and unco-ordinated, seizures 
and difficulty breathing.

CRIME

Huge £1.1m drugs haul 
hidden in frozen chips
A LORRY driver from Northern Ireland has been 
jailed for three years for attempting to smuggle 
cannabis worth £1.1 million through Dover port 
in boxes of frozen chips. Nigel Donnelly, 44, was 
stopped by UK Border Agency officers at the 
inbound freight controls on February 17, 2010. 
After questioning him, officers scanned the lorry 
he was driving and found an area within the load 
which needed further investigation. Officers 
searched the load of frozen chips and found      
48 of the boxes contained chips and 339 kilos of 
cannabis. Donnelly denied the smuggling charge 
but was found guilty by a jury.

ARTS

Up to £1m seed fund for 
Turner Contemporary
TURNER Contemporary in Margate is to receive 
catalyst funding that could be worth up to £1m. 
The Margate art gallery is one of the 18 
recipients of a government catalyst endowment 
grant. The cash is a seed fund and will be 
released to the gallery when it raises an 
equivalent amount. It is designed to bring more 
money into the arts sector. Director Victoria 
Pomprey said: “We have had a fantastic opening 
year, with a brilliant response from visitors, the 
community and from the media. It remains vital 
that we build on this success and secure the 
long-term future of Turner Contemporary.”

ANTIFREEZE: Concerns pets are being targeted
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POLICING

Main parties announce candidates in 
race to become police commissioner 
marijke.cox@archant.co.uk

By Marijke Cox

MEMBERS of the county’s two           
main parties have selected the candi-
dates who will go head-to-head in     
the battle for the Police and Crime 
Commissioner post.

Leader of the Labour group on Ash-
ford Borough Council and president of 
the TSSA – a union representing the 
British Transport Police – Harriet Yeo 
won the candidacy for Labour.

Tory members cast their vote at the 
weekend’s hustings and Medway 
councillor and north Kent magistrate 
Craig Mackinlay came out victorious.

The 45-year-old chartered account-
ant, from Chatham, is a current      
member of the Kent Police Authority 
(KPA), but will have to relinquish    
this post once his nomination papers 
are officially submitted, likely to be in 
October.

The pair will fight in the November 
15 poll, which will select Kent’s first 
PCC. The Lib Dems are not putting for-
ward a candidate.

The PCC – who will serve a four-
year term – will replace the existing 
Kent Police Authority and will have 
the power to hold Kent Police to ac-
count, determine a policing strategy, 
set the budget, and hire and fire the 
chief constable. 

Former Rainham Mark Grammar 
School pupil Cllr Mackinlay, who rep-
resents the River ward on Medway 
Council, stressed that cuts in the force 
were a catalyst for change.

“Because of these cuts, Kent will see 
a new policing model; it will be at the 
heart of all policing. 

“Link that with my skills as a char-
tered accountant and I can conserve 

main frontline policing with the budg-
et that we’ve got,” he said.

He pledged to cut police paperwork 
and bureaucracy so officers were free 
to get back on the beat.

He said his priority campaign mes-
sages included a total war on drug   
use and supply, accessible help to 
those seeking to get drugs out of their 
lives, and a ‘no-broken window poli-
cy’ of early intervention by the police, 
local authorities and other partners 
where early indicators of anti-social 
behaviour arise. 

He also vowed to bear down on rural 
crime with a dedicated task group, 
manned by Special Constables.

His Labour rival Cllr Yeo was selected 
following a Labour policy conference 
last weekend. She received the call af-
ter discovering her home in the village 
of Kingsnorth had been burgled.

stop privatisation of the police and do 
everything she could to reduce the 
fear of crime.

“Police budgets have been cut by 
20 per cent, nearly double what ex-
perts and Labour said could be cut – 
16,000 police officers across the 
country are being lost,” she said.

“I will begin campaigning straight 
away on five key pledges that Labour 
PCCs will deliver.”

These include standing up for com-
munities against the cuts and keeping 
police on the streets with neighbour-
hood policing.

Her other three pledges are: to back 
a strong and swift response to anti-so-
cial behaviour, with victims getting a 
response within 24 hours; to be tough 
on crime and tough on the causes of 
crime; and to protect the police from 
political interference. 

She added: “We did not support the 
Government’s policy of PCCs because 
we believe the £100 million would be 

better spent on frontline policing.” 
Independent hopefuls in the PCC 

race are former Mayor of Medway Dai 
Liyanage; Ken Little, from Whitstable; 
former Kent police officer Fran 
Croucher; and property tycoon Fergus 
Wilson, from Maidstone.

The English Democrats have cho-
sen member Steven Uncles.

LABOUR’S Harriet Yeo has spoken   
of her distress at being targeted by 
burglars the weekend she was 
chosen to stand in the Police and 
Crime Commissioner race.

Thieves stole items worth 
thousands of pounds, but the 
Ashford councillor said it was the 
loss of a piece of jewellery given to 
her by her father before he died that 
was most upsetting.  

“He died when I was five and that 
was the last present he gave me,” 
she said.

“My mum’s engagement ring has 
gone. My grandparent’s fob watches 
were taken. The most upsetting thing 
is the jewellery – and it was mainly 
gold jewellery taken. Those things 
are irreplaceable.

“They will probably just sell the 
gold and I imagine it will be melted 
down.”

Her home in the village of King-
snorth, near Ashford, was targeted 
while she was away at a Labour 
policy conference last weekend.

And ironically, she learned of her 
success in the party’s PCC candidacy 
race as she spoke with police officers 
at the crime scene – just after 
attending a neighbourhood watch 
meeting.

“If it wasn’t so upsetting it would 
be amusing,” she said.

“I was stood in my house with 
officers when I got the call saying I 
had been selected.”

Two laptops were stolen in the 
break-in and Cllr Yeo said the thieves 
had also eaten ice lollies out of the 
freezer and drank from a Coke can 
which may hold traces of DNA.

Cllr Yeo said despite the hard   
work of the police, she was not 
feeling confident they would catch 
the thieves. 

Cllr Yeo said she would 
not stand for cuts in the 
force and stressed she would 

HEAD-TO-HEAD: Craig Mackinlay and 
Harriet Yeo will stand for the new post

LOW TURNOUT PREDICTED FOR PCC ELECTION

FEARS have been raised that 
November’s police and crime 
commissioner election will be 
nothing more than a damp squib.

Member turnouts for the 
candidate selection process for  
the Tories at the three hustings in 
Medway, Tonbridge and Canter-
bury totalled a dismal 300.

The Labour Party fared much 
better, with the turnout figure 
reaching 952.

Both the Labour hopeful Harriet 
Yeo and Tory candidate Craig 
Mackinlay stressed how important 
it was for the public to understand 
the role of the police and crime 
commissioner.

Cllr Mackinlay said the Tory 
hustings turnout was “in line with 
expectations”, but admitted he did 
not expect November’s election to 
have the desired attendance.

“This is a new election so people 
are not sure yet what it’s about. 
We have to be realistic – the 
turnout in November will be quite 
low,” he said.

Labour hopeful Cllr Yeo said the 
profile of the huge shake-up 
needed to be raised.

“It’s important people under-
stand what the Police and Crime 
Commissioner will do. They need 
to know about the elections so 
they have a voice.”

Yeo left with 
bittersweet 
victory after 
theft at home

Landlords
Find your letting agent with
homes 24 online - on paper
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DRINKING

Shopkeepers to get help 
in dealing with gangs 
of underage boozers
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Chris Murphy

PILOT schemes to help shopkeepers cope with 
gangs of under-age children demanding alcohol 
have been so successful they are being extended 
across the county.

Areas with high levels of alcohol abuse among 
teenagers were targeted by Trading Standards 
and Kent Police.

But they did not go in with all guns blazing 
taking licences away; visits were to help traders 
understand the law, and to also learn how to 
deal with widespread intimidation.

It is called the Kent Community Alcohol      
Partnership (KCAP) and also takes in anti-social 
behaviour.

Now, following astonishing results in Eden-
bridge, Canterbury and Thanet, other areas 
across the county are being encouraged to get 
involved. A new toolkit is also being introduced 
for traders to use in their own fight against local 
problems.

KCAP is lead by Kent County Council’s Trad-
ing Standards working with the Kent Drug and 
Alcohol Action Team, Kent Police, the Retail       
of Alcohol Standards Group, alcohol retailers, 
district and borough councils and the health    
authorities. 

A spokesman said: “It can be very intimidat-
ing for someone working in a newsagent to be 
confronted by the large group of youths demand-
ing to be sold alcohol.

“Our teams will go to the shops and help the 
staff understand what they can do, and what 
they can’t. It’s a better system than simply pros-
ecuting them time and again and then taking 
away licences. That doesn’t address the underly-
ing problem of the area.

“We also have talks with young people to help 
them better understand how their behaviour     
affects others.”

An independent evaluation by the University 
of Kent found a 28 per cent overall drop in crimi-
nal damage in the pilot areas. 

There was also a reduction in reports of people 
being drunk or rowdy in public places.

Since the pilots were launched, the scheme 
has been extended to Herne Bay and Whitstable, 
Cliftonville West and Margate Central, Maid-
stone High Street, and Swanley.

Councillor Mike Hill, Kent County Council 
cabinet member for customer and communities, 
said: “KCAP has now been running successfully 
for three years and has made a real difference to 

tackling alcohol-related problems in communi-
ties. The KCAP toolkit, aimed at community 
groups outlines how they can set up and pro-
mote their own KCAP area with the full support 
of all the partner agencies.”

And Chief Constable of Kent Police Ian Lear-
month added: “A great deal of activity has taken 
place since that launch which has seen KCAP 
grow into the largest Community Alcohol Part-
nership in the country. I am very proud of the 
work that all partners have carried out to make 
this such a successful initiative.

“Kent is experiencing continued reductions in 
crime and disorder across the county. 

“We know our communities tell us that exces-
sive drinking is of concern to them. We have lis-
tened and we have put exceptional effort into the 
Kent Community Alcohol Partnership in re-
sponse to those concerns.”

The alcohol industry is also involved, and 
Jonathan Neame, chief executive of Shepherd 
Neame Brewery, said: “The best way to tackle 
alcohol-related disorder is through local part-
nership between industry and all relevant au-
thorities to deliver targeted enforcement and ed-
ucation initiatives. KCAP is a shining example of 
this approach.”

PROBLEM: Under-age drinkers blight many towns

EMERGENCY

Stuck teenage boy 
rescued from chalk pit
A TEENAGE boy had to be rescued from a chalk 
pit near Maidstone after becoming stuck.

Emergency teams were called around 9pm on 
Tuesday to the chalk pit in Pilgrims Way, Detling.

A 15-year-old boy had become stranded at a 
height of 15m in the pit.

Crews used safe access gear and a ladder to 
reach the boy and lead him to safety. 

He is not believed to have been injured.

CRIME

Fake £20 notes alert 
for public and shops
POLICE are warning the public to beware of fake 
bank notes. Reports of young people using the 
counterfeit £20 notes in Sandwich have sparked 
fears that shops in Dover, Deal and Ramsgate 
are at risk. Kent Police say the notes are hard to 
spot and is advising people to check the feel of 
the paper, the raised print, metallic thread and 
watermark. Police say retailers should also 
continue to use UV detector lights if they can.

ECONOMY

Nuclear waste site consultation
BUSINESSES and residents attended a public 
meeting this week to discuss the controversial 
nuclear facility plans at Romney Marsh.

The Kent County Council-organised event on 
Thursday evening at the Marsh Academy was 
arranged to provide an update on the consulta-
tion for a possible nuclear research and disposal 
facility by Shepway District Council.

Also on the agenda was KCC’s vision for the future 
of the area and a discussion by Folkestone and Hythe 
MP Damian Collins on the case for Dungeness C and 
government opportunities for growth. 

One of the country’s leading nuclear energy 
experts, Malcolm Grimston, was due to attend 
to give his view on the country’s nuclear future.

Speaking ahead of the meeting, KCC leader Paul 
Carter said: “I have made my position on the 
proposed nuclear waste site clear. I am opposed to 
initiating any process that even entertains the 
possibility of building a nuclear waste disposal site 
anywhere near or around Kent.”

People have until Friday, July 20, to make 
their views known to Shepway District Council 
www.romneymarshnrdf.org.uk.
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HONOURS LIST

Queen recognises county’s 
finest in Birthday Honours list
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Chris Murphy

FROM the county’s chief constable to a basket 
maker and all the trades in between, the county’s 
great and good have been recognised in the 
Queen’s Jubilee Birthday Honours list.

Chief Constable Ian Learmonth (pictured) re-
ceived the Queen’s Police Medal which is award-
ed to officers for distinguished service.

He said: “I don’t consider what I do to be spe-
cial, but I’ve worked with some amazing people 
over the years and seen the profound impact that 
effective policing has on people’s lives.”

Victoria Pomery, director at Margate’s Turner 
Contemporary, was recognised with an OBE for 
services to the arts. 

She said: “The past 10 years has been an 
amazing personal journey and I am so grateful 
to all my colleagues, friends and family who have 

supported me in developing Turner 
Contemporary.”

Mary Butcher, from Canterbury, 
and Heather Clemence, from Ton-
bridge, were both recognised for 
their talents and services to the 
community.

Ms Butcher was awarded an MBE 
for services to basket making after 
35 years in the industry and said: “I 
have taught people who have be-
come traditional basket makers, 
and I have taught people to think 
differently about the basket making 
process.”

Ms Clemence has volunteered at 
Sevenoaks’ British Heart Founda-
tion branch for more than 30 years 
and received a British Em-
pire Medal for her long 
service.

She said: “The award 
of the BEM is a great 
surprise and honour. I 
must share it with all 
those who, over more 
than 30 years, worked to-
gether as fundraisers.”

Dr Harry Christophers is a 
CBE for his services to 
music. He founded 
The Sixteen, a Lon-
don-based profes-
sional ensemble 

comprising choir and period-instru-
ment ensemble.

He said: “It is one of the greatest 
honours to receive this award, and 
it is with enormous pride that I 
thank the wealth of wonderful mu-
sicians, supporters and audiences 
whom I have conducted and per-
formed for throughout my career.”

PC Kim White was praised for 
her work with the county’s gypsy 
community. 

Chief Constable Learmouth said: 
“She has given long and exemplary 
service in an area of police work 
many would shy away from, and 
has shrugged off threats of physical 
violence many times, using her 

charm and communication 
skills to defuse issues and 

gain trust.”
Married couple Leonard 

and Yvonne Arnold are 
CBEs both for services to gym-
nastics. They managed a gym 

in Crayford and are the first 
pair to be awarded the gong.

Tony Redsell’s skills as a 
hop grower are rec-
ognised with an OBE, 
and former Stour 
Valley Arts director 
Sandra Drew is an 
MBE.

KNIGHTS BACHELOR 
Robin Bosher, formerly a headteacher at Fairlawn Primary School, Haseltine 
Primary School and Kilmorie Primary School, Lewisham. For services to 
education.

CBE
Paul Carroll, senior civil servant at HM Prison Service, Ministry of Justice.
Dr Richard Christophers, founder of The Sixteen. For services to music. 
Prof Christopher Rudge, formerly national clinical director for transplantation 
and consultant in renal transplantation. For services to transplantation and organ 
donation.

OBE
Leonard and Yvonne Arnold. For services to gymnastics.
William Brake. For services to business and charity in Kent.
Vivian Cooper, founder and chair of trustees at the Challenging Behaviour 
Foundation. For services to people with severe learning disabilities and their 
families.
Prof Mary Lovegrove, formerly head of allied health services at London 
Southbank University. For services to allied health care.
Victoria Pommery, director of Turner Contemporary. For services to the arts.
Anthony Redsell, farmer. For services to the UK hops industry.
Prof Peter Taylor-Gooby, professor for social policy at the University of Kent. For 
services to social science.
Jackie Westlake, team leader at the Big Society Team, Department for 
Communities and Local Government.
PC Kim White, Kent Police. For services to policing and the gypsy community.
Linda Wishart, head of knowledge and information management at the 
Department of Health, and Government Head of Profession for Librarians and 
Information Specialists.

MBE
Chief Superintendent Matthew Bell, Metropolitan Police Service. For services to 
policing
Mary Butcher, basket maker. For services to basket making.
Christopher Capon. For services to local government and the community in 
Hythe.
Sally Carroll, founder and mentor at Transport for Sick Children. For services to 
child care.
Paul Chynoweth, higher officer for the Information Management Service, HM 
Revenue and Customs.
Sandra Drew, founder of Stour Valley Arts. For services to the arts.
Ruth Lapworth, director of laboratory medicine at East Kent Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust. For services to healthcare.
Derek Lickorish, chairman of the Fuel Poverty Advisory Group. For services to 
the fuel poor.
Kenneth Martin, night network traffic controller at London Buses. For services to 
London’s buses.
Bettie Morton. For services to community arts.
Roger Parkes, governor of Skinner’s School in Tunbridge Wells, and chairman of 
the finance committee at Skinner’s Kent Academy. For services to education.
Ralph Partner, voluntary worker, at HM Prison Standford Hill. For public service.
John Riney, for services to charity and to the community in the East End of 
London.
David Smith, intelligence officer at the UK Border Force. For services to 
combating smuggling and frontier crime.

BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL
Heather Clemence, fundraiser at the Sevenoaks branch of the British Heart 
Foundation. For charitable services.
Patricia Leviston. For services to the community in Cliffe.
John Teague, member of St Vincent de Paul Society. For services to the 
community
Patricia Wenbourne. For services to the community in High Halden.

QUEEN’S POLICE MEDAL
Ian Learmonth (pictured), Chief Constable of Kent Police.

KENT’S GREAT AND THE GOOD
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ROYAL VISITS

joe.bill@archant.co.uk
By Joe Bill

Rare black rhinos given royal send off by 
Prince William before flight to new home
PRINCE William dropped into Port Lympne Wild 
Animal Park in Ashford to send off three criti-
cally endangered black rhino, ready to be relased 
back into the wild.

Two female rhinos named Grumeti and Za-
wadi, and one male named Monduli attracted 
royal attention when Prince William, the Royal 
Patron of the Tusk Trust, paid a private visit to 
them and their keepers before their mamouth 
journey back to Africa.

The prince came face to face with Zawadi and 
even took part in hand feeding her as she was 
prepared for a new life in Tanzania.

Animal director, Adrian Harland, said: “Our 
dedicated keepers have been working closely 
with Monduli, Grumeti and Zawadi over the last 
few months. 

“Their diet has been altered to include even 
more fresh browse and leaves, as this is what 
they will be primarily eating in the wild and the 
keepers have been with them using a lot of con-
tact techniques in order to reassure them during 
the flight and at their new home.”  

The move, to boost reintroduced populations 
of black rhino in the wild, is a bold decision given 
the stark and current threat of poaching. 

With a wild popula-
tion thought to number 
less than 800 individu-
als, eastern black rhino 
are the rarest of the three 
remaining rhino subspecies     
in Africa.  

The Aspinall Foundation 
has successfully carried out 

similar reintroductions and is confident the 
heavily guarded reserve will be the perfect place 
for the three rhino to give the indigenous popu-
lation of black rhino a much-needed boost.

Port Lympne owner Damian Aspinall said: 
“This represents a massive step in the unique 
ambitions of our foundation. 

“We have always been passionately commit-
ted to restocking natural habitats with species 
which have become critically endangered.”

The three rhino flew from Manston airport to 
a refuelling stop in Bergamo, Italy and then on to 
Kilimanjaro National Airport in Tanzania. 

DHL, the world’s leading logistics provider, 
laid on a specially customised Boeing 757           
aircraft specifically modified to provide safe        
and supervised transportation, during which   
the rhinos were provided with in-flight meals      
of carrots, celery, hay, apples, spinach and          
bananas. 

Sir Richard Branson and Virgin Unite, the not-
for-profit foundation of the Virgin Group, also 
supported the translocation of the rhinos by    
providing a donation to cover the costs of creat-
ing special comfortable crates for the rhinos to 
travel.
■ For more information go to www.aspinall-
foundation.org/news/rhinos-rampage-aspi-
nalls-animals-embark-epic-adventure.

A2 VEHICLE RECYCLING LTD
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£250 - £10,000 paid for good vehicles*
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*price depending on current scrap market
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01634 540057

ALL SMILES: Prince William with Damian Aspinall 
during his secret visit to the rhinos at Port Lympne

WE’RE used to seeing the Duchess of Cam-
bridge looking every inch the princess.

And despite donning a pair of wellies 
and being crouched next to a campfire, 
Kate Middleton still retained that effort-
less style as she met inner-city school-
children on a trip to the Kent countryside.

The Duchess joined the children in their 
activities, trying her hand at building a 
shelter and lighting a campfire.

She was also shown the tepees in which 
the youngsters camped overnight, and 
mucked in with cooking over the campfire.

The outdoor course is run by Wide-
horizons Outdoor Education Trust at its 
Margaret McMillan House in Wrotham.

The charity delivers outdoor learning ex-
periences to children and young people and 
enables schools in deprived areas to lead 
their own trips safely and at a low cost.

Head of centre Niall Leyden guided the 

Duchess around the 26-acre site.  
“Kate was really fabulous,” he said.
“She walked around and talked to all 

the children. She was very at home with 
all the woodland activities; I would have 
her as an instructor here any time.” 

The charity works with schools to help 
transform young people’s lives through 
outdoor education courses.

The Duchess met pupils aged between 
eight and nine from ARK’S King Solomon 
Academy Primary School in North West-
minster, an area of high deprivation. 

It was the school’s first residential trip 
and for almost all the pupils it was the 
first time they had seen the countryside or 
stayed away from home. 

ARK, a charity running 11 inner-city 
academies, is backed by The Founda-
tion of Prince William and Prince Harry, a 
charity set up by the two Princes.

…as Kate goes back to nature

Picture: NADIA BETTEGA/ARK
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Looking for a company you would 
recommend to your friends?

We are family run and have been manufacturing
& serving Kent for 35 years to both the trade

and to the public.
We manufacture on our premises.

• Windows • Doors • Conservatories
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Competitive prices FREE estimates

Spring forward this summer with 
Stroud's Energy Efficient windows
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CRIME

Care manager groomed 
teenage schoolgirl for 
sick webcam sex acts
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
By Chris Murphy

A CARE home manager has 
been jailed after coercing a 14-
year-old girl to perform sex acts 
in front of a webcam.

John Ivatt, from Ramsgate, 
who ran a Kent care home for 
vulnerable teenagers, was sen-
tenced to 18 months at Canter-
bury Crown Court for down-
loading numerous indecent 
images of children and groom-
ing a 14-year-old girl online. 

The 31-year-old, of South-
wood Road, Ramsgate, admitted 
three counts of causing a child to 
engage in sexual activity; one of 
causing a child to watch a sexual 
act; six of taking indecent images 
of a child ranging in severity 
from levels one to five; and four 
of possession of indecent images. 
Two counts of making indecent 
images were asked to lie on file.

The court heard Ivatt con-

tacted the teenager via a dating 
website and persuaded her to 
commit sexual acts for him on 
webcam, while he took pictures.

He also downloaded hun-
dreds of indecent images and 
videos of children. His collec-
tion was found on his comput-
ers by police officers after they 
carried out a warrant at his 
home on July 19, 2011.

After the hearing, Det Sgt 
David Shipley, said: “At all 
stages of this investigation, 

Ivatt sought to blame others, 
including the victim in this 
case, only finally accepting re-
sponsibility at the last moment.

“As someone with previous 
experience and training of child 
protection, he more than most, 
must be aware of the damage 
his behaviour causes.

“I am pleased he has been 
brought to justice and that 
Kent Police Child Exploitation 
Investigation Team continue 
to identify and protect children 
at risk of harm.”

Ivatt was sentenced to 16 
months for causing a child to 
engage in sexual activity and 
two months consecutively for 
the indecent image offences.

He was also made the subject 
of a 10-year sexual offences 
prevention order, which will 
control his access to the inter-
net and children in the future.

 See more news and sport 
at www.yourthanet.co.uk.

ONLINE GROOMING: John Ivatt

News 
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Kent CT11 7PR
01843 593069  •  www.farleysfurniture.com
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CONSERVATORIES WINDOWS ORANGERIES DOORS

SALE ENDS 20th JULY 12pm
SALES ON ORDERS PROCESSED BEFORE END OF SALE PERIOD

HAMELIN COURT, 142 NEWINGTON ROAD, RAMSGATE KENT CT12 6PP

www.elephantwindows.co.uk
VISIT OUR
SHOWROOM

WITH OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
WE ARE A NAME YOU CAN TRUST!

2012 - A YEAR FOR CELEBRATION!!

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL

0800 195 0000

News

SPORT

Ticket sales soar as track 
prepares for Paralympics
greg.miles@archant.co.uk
By Greg Miles

BRANDS Hatch is in pole posi-
tion to be the most successful 
Paralympic cycling venue of all 
time with ticket sales rocketing.

The motorcircuit near Sev-
enoaks is set to host four days 
of road racing, time trials and 
team relays at the Games in 
September, and the athletes are 
set to be backed by a healthy 
crowd, with thousands of tick-
ets sold so far.

On Tuesday this week 160 
athletes representing the 26 
nations taking part were at the 
venue to put the facilities and 
track to the test as they fine-
tuned their preparations.

The action will take place on 
4km of the track, while also 
running on roads to complete 
an 8km circuit – meaning some 
roads will be closed from Sep-
tember 3-8.

Paralympic chiefs are hope-
ful the venue will provide an 
inspirational backdrop for both 
competitors and visitors.

Chris Holmes, London 2012 

director of Paralympic Integra-
tion said: “We have had a great 
response to tickets, we’ve pret-
ty much sold out on 
the Saturday. We’ve 
seen a fantastic re-
sponse, what we are 
keen for those people 
living close to have 
this opportunity.

“The delegate from  
the International 
Cycling Union has 
said this is the great-
est ever course for 
the road cycling, it’s 
going to be awesome 
for the athletes.

“It’s a unique opportunity to 
see the world’s greatest Paral-
ympic cyclists on your door 
step – it’s a superb venue.”

While the event will have an 
international impact, being 
shown live on television to mil-
lions of viewers, it will also 
have an impact locally, some-
thing Sevenoaks District Coun-
cil is hoping to capitalise on, as 
well as manage in a way that 
doesn’t affect residents.

Cllr Jill Davison hopes it will 

give trade a boost as thousands 
of visitors flock to the venue.

“It must be one of the biggest 
things for the dis-
trict I can remem-
ber,” she said. “Our 
biggest industry is 
tourism and this is 
a showcase event.

“Anybody com-
ing to this site will 
come through the 
district, because of 
the train station. 
People are going to 
be seeing bits of the 
district they may 
never go to.”

She said SDC, as well as Kent 
County Council, has been talk-
ing to those concerned about 
the impact it may have because 
of road closures, adding: “Most 
of the worries have been put to 
one side, in the balance of hav-
ing the advantage of being put 
on the map.

“The businesses were con-
cerned about getting the trad-
ers, and workers in and out, 
but we have planned how we 
can get them in the back way.”
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of Canterbury

SUMMER
SALE

NOW ON

Nasons Furniture and Bed Centre
Maynard Road, Wincheap 

Estate, Canterbury
01227 463550

www.nasons.co.uk

Matrix Corner 
Seating Unit

Left or right hand options 
available with a good 

choice of colours.
Usually £1199

Sale Price £899
Relyon 150cm 
Aurora Memory 
Deluxe Drawer 
Divan Set
Other sizes available - 
Usually £1995
Sale Price £799

Hayley Leather 
3 Seat Sofa

Usually £1599 
Sale Price £799 

Half price!
Special Message - 25,000 sq ft of beautiful furniture
and beds for your home, including famous brands such as
Sherborne, Gplan Upholstery, Stressless by Ekornes,
Sealy, Slumberland and Relyon beds. We also have a
good selection of ex-display items at greatly reduced
prices, some with up to 50% OFF!
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Top prices paid for all 
grades of iron and steel 

Authorised treatment facility 
(Environment Agency approved) 

Certificate of destruction notices issued 
Car collection arranged 

Vehicle dismantler 
Vehicle spares for sale/self-service yard 

Public weighbridge/vehicle parts 
Skips for scrap metal 

End of life vehicles wanted for cash

Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JEFax: 01304 612344 Email: info@zenmotorfactors.co.uk

News

SOCIAL SERVICES

Crucial child care services 
are still not up to scratch 
marijke.cox@archant.co.uk
By Marijke Cox

SOCIAL care chiefs have vowed 
to improve children’s care serv-
ices after a performance report 
found a number of areas still 
failing to make progress.

A report to cabinet at Kent 
County Council revealed that 
while key areas, such as the 
speed children are referred to a 
social worker, had improved, 
others remained lacking.

Five areas were flagged up 
for failing to achieve sufficient 
improvements, including the 
high number of children in 
care, and the rate of adoptions 
for looked-after children.

Low GCSE attainment for 
children on free school meals 
was highlighted, as well as the 
number of schools in an Ofsted 
category of concern, such as 
special measures or notice to 
improve. The number of young 
people not employed or in edu-
cation and training was also 
highlighted.

But cabinet member for spe-
cialist children’s services Cllr 

Jenny Whittle said the council 
was on a “journey of trans-
forming the service”.

She said: “The report talks 
about the number of looked-  
after children, but when we 
take out the number of unac-
companied asylum seeker chil-
dren, in Kent we’re only slight-
ly above the national average.

“There has been a significant 
increase in the number of ap-
plications going through the 
courts to bring children to care, 
mainly because of the after ef-
fects of the Baby Peter case.

“Councils are intervening 
earlier in incidents of child ne-
glect and of course in Kent we 

were working through the 
backlog of cases.

“I’m confident that over the 
next year we will see a steady 
reduction of children coming 
into care primarily because we 
have put a significant amount 
of investment into early inter-
vention prevention services.”

In February, members agreed 
to invest £2.7m into services.

Leader Cllr Paul Carter said 
they would be monitoring 
closely the reduction of num-
bers of children in care.

Last week, he wrote to Lon-
don Mayor Boris Johnson de-
manding talks over the number 
of looked after children from 
outside of the county being 
dumped in Kent. He said he 
wanted to get all the London 
councils around a table to dis-
cuss the ongoing problem. 

In November, 2010, KCC 
came under fire by Ofsted 
which found childcare protec-
tion “inadequate”.

The report found cause for 
concern about most services to 
protect children. Improvements 
have since been made. 

FOR CHILDREN: Although key 
areas have improved the report 
says more needs to be done



20 I week ending June 24, 2012  EAS www.kentnews.co.uk 

Miramar, Kent
165 Reculver Road, Beltinge, Kent CT6 6PX

Call: Becca Pearce 

01227 376 292 / 374 488 
enquiries.miramar@signaturesl.co.uk

Free
Financial
Seminar

Weds. 26th June 2012
@ 6pm

Please call us
today to book

your place

Get in touch or call into the Miramar. 

News

ASTRONOMY

Giant telescope arrives at new 
home after trip from Scotland
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Chris Murphy

A THREE tonne space telescope 
is heading for Kent, after a 
haulage company stepped in to 
make it all possible.

Several months ago, the Mid-
Kent Astronomical Society 
managed to secure the Grubb 
Parsons 0.5 metre telescope 
from the Royal Observatory 
Edinburgh, which on longer 
needed it.

Within months it will have 
been mounted in its new home, 
and the public can use it to 
marvel at the night skies.

But the delicate move has re-
quired an incredible logistical 
operation.

This week the Kent stargaz-
ers went to Scotland to collect 
the professional telescope from 
the Royal Observatory on 
Blackford Hill in Edinburgh.

Noel Clark and Bob Tol-
lervey, two members of the 
Mid-Kent Astronomical Soci-
ety travelled to Edinburgh on 
Sunday to help dismount it 
and supervise the removal 

from the observatory dome. 
A large crane lifted it into a 

specially-made crate for load-
ing onto an articulated lorry 
for transport to Kent.

Ian Hargraves, project man-
ager for the Kent astronomers, 
said: “Now the hard work be-
gins. Society members travelled 
to Edinburgh in April to recov-
er the super accurate mirrors 
from the telescope and this 
week they helped dismount the 
telescope ready for lifting out of 
the Edinburgh observatory.

“Thankfully R Swain & Sons 
haulage volunteered to trans-
port the telescope, as we could 
not have afforded the cost of 
haulage to bring it down to 
Kent without their help.

“The telescope should soon 
be in Rochester, it will then be 
moved later in the week to un-
dergo a few months of refur-
bishment before installation at 
the James Irwin Observatory  
in Canterbury.”

It will then be used for public 
observation sessions as well as 
educational events and citizen 
science projects in collabora-
tion with other observatories 
around the world.

Mr Hargraves said the su-
perb optics will be a window on 
the wonders of the universe for 
all who visit the observatory.

Anyone wishing to look at 
the stars, or who is interested 
in looking through the  
telescope, should go to www.
midkentastro.org.uk to find out 
more and contact the society.

 Go to www.yourcanter-
bury.co.uk for all the latest 
news and sport.

ON THE MOVE: The telescope 
has been packed up ready for 
its move here from Scotland
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Kitchens and Bedrooms

One of Kent's best kept secrets… 

Design, Manufacture and Install:
Creating beautiful kitchens and bedrooms, tailored to meet your lifestyle & budget. 

19-25 Blenheim Close, Pysons Road Industrial Estate, Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 2YF

Telephone: 01843 602607 www.umbermaster.co.uk



22 I week ending June 24, 2012  EAS www.kentnews.co.uk 

WIN tickets to the Leeds  
Castle Open Air Concert
THE Royal Philharmonic Or-
chestra returns for a third 
year to perform at the Open 
Air Classical Concert at Leeds 
Castle – and we have five pairs 
of tickets to give away. 

The event on Saturday, July 
14, is more than a concert, 
and offers a diverse classical 
orchestral programme, inter-
woven with specially selected 
choral and solo pieces and the 
visual spectacle of military 
musicians, field guns, fire-
works and aircraft displays. 

The inspiring outdoor pro-
gramme welcomes back John 
Rigby as conductor and a new 
narrator this year in Chris Hol-
lins, former sports presenter 
on BBC Breakfast.

Solo performances are from 
leading tenor Wynne Evans 
and Claire Rutter the highly 
respected soprano, plus the 
Capital Voices, returning to 
perform songs from the iconic 
band, Queen.

The military band this year 
is the Central Band of the RAF 
plus displays by nostalgic air-

craft such as the Spitfire, Hur-
ricane and Mustang. 

There will also be a special 
appearance from the Military 
Wives Choir who were created 
during BBC Two reality show 
The Choir.

Tickets are £35 each for 
picnic style and only £45 each 
in the seated areas, see www.
heritageevents.co.uk.

To be in with a chance of be-
ing one of our five winners, 

just answer this question:
Who is making a special 
appearance at this year’s 
show?
A Military Wives Choir
B Military Girlfriends Choir
C Military Partners Choir

To enter text KOS followed 
by CASTLE and your answer 
then your first name, surname 
address and postcode to 
80058, eg, KOS CASTLE C 
JOHN SMITH 2 THE STREET, 
TOWN, DV2 2GT. Texts cost 
£1 plus standard network rate.

Winners will be selected 
from correct entries. The pro-
moter’s decision is final. Usual 
terms and conditions apply.

Please note if you should 
enter after the closing dead-
line of July 3, 2012, your entry 
will not valid, but you may still 
be charged. SMS services are 
provided by Velti DR Ltd, SE1 
8ND, or 020 7633 5020.

Alternatively enter by post 
to Leeds Castle Competition, 
Archant KOS Media, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Kent TN25 6SS.

COMPETITION

News 

So Train are an electrical and renewables training
provider based in Hersden, close to historic Canterbury.
We are a City & Guilds approved centre offering a range
of courses to suit every need from beginner to expert.

ELECTRICAL TRAINING COURSES:
City & Guilds 2382 - 12 17th Edition Wiring Regulations
(including Amendment 1: 2011) 

City & Guilds 2392 - 10 Fundamental Inspection,
Testing and Initial Verification 

City & Guilds 2377 - 22 & 32 Portable Appliance
Testing 

17th Edition Wiring Regulations Amendment 1: 2011
- 1 day update course 

Electrical basics - 1 day introduction course 

RENEWABLE ENERGY COURSES:
City & Guilds 2399 - 01
Renewable Technologies

City & Guilds 2399 - 11
Installation & Commissioning of Solar PV Systems 

City & Guilds 2399 -12
Maintenance of Solar PV Systems

Solar PV Basics for Salesmen - 1 day course 

Air Source Heat Pumps (sponsored by Daikin)

ENERGY ASSESSMENT COURSES:
City & Guilds 6361-01
Level 3 Certificate for Domestic Energy Assessors 

City & Guilds 6361-11
DEA Upskill Certificate

HEALTH & SAFETY COURSES:
Working at Height, Manual Handling & COSHH
- 1 day course 

Asbestos Awareness - half day course

Want a better career? So Train for it.

t: 01227713586 e: info@sotrain.co.uk w: www.sotrain.co.uk

17 Chislet Close, Lakesview Business Park,
Hersden, Kent, CT3 4LB
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WEATHER

Forecasters’ gloomy 
outlook poses threat to 
tourism says parks boss
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Chris Murphy

WITH lightning reactions, weather forecasters 
accused by a holiday park company of a being     
a bunch of damp squibs always raining on eve-
ryone’s parade, have stormed back to defend 
their trade.

A Kent parks boss demanded they look on the 
bright side of the bad weather we have been hav-
ing, because the gloomy delivery of the forecasts 
is putting people off holidaying.

Tony Clish said they must stop dampening the 
spirits of holidaymakers by talking down the 
weather and exaggerating flood risks.

The director of Park Holidays UK, which has 
sites in Whitstable, Sheppey, New Romney, 
Dymchurch, and Swalecliffe, said: “Just last 
week we were told that all caravan parks in 
southern England were on flood alert, and this 
simply wasn’t the case.

“Some parks in Wales did flood recently, but 
that’s no reason to suggest caravans in Kent 
would soon be bobbing around on parks which 
have never flooded before.”

He believes forecasters are afraid of being 
caught out after burning their fingers in recent 

years with inaccurate predictions of a barbecue 
summer.

And while this leads them to try and cover      
all eventualities in their forecasts, he warns       
the pessimistic outlooks pose a threat to Kent’s 
tourist trade.

He said: “Coastal holiday parks in Kent often 
stay dry when it is raining inland, yet forecasters 
frequently tarnish the whole county with a sin-
gle wet-weather symbol.

“We’re not asking them to bend the truth, but 
just to be more careful with phrasing. 

“For example, they could say that while inland 
areas may have showers, coastal areas are ex-
pected to be dry. If one symbol doesn’t tell the 
whole story on a weather map, we say keep it in 
the box” he added.

But BBC weatherman Tomasz Schafernaker 
denied they were “deliberately pessimistic”.

The presenter on BBC South East Today, said: 
“I understand Mr Clish’s frustration and there is 
a tendency for weather forecasters to emphasise 
on the negative aspects of the weather.

“Fundamentally that’s what weather forecast-
ers are for – to highlight the dangers.

“But there is certainly no reason why we 
would want to dampen the sprits or be deliber-

ately pessimistic. It’s just that our job is to pick 
out the most important parts of the weather 
which can affect people’s lives.”

And a spokesman for the Met Office said: “We 
give an accurate representation of what the 
weather is going to do and keep the public in-
formed whatever the weather.

“We are as fed up with all this rain in June, we 
wish we could always bring better news.

“But the weather is what it is, and we bring 
this to the public in an impartial and accurate 
way as possible. We are all longing for a spell of 
nice dry sunny weather for a few days.”

DARK CLOUDS: We have been hit by heavy rain

CRIME

Extra 10mph costs 
speeding driver £2,000
A DRIVER doing 40mph in a 30mph zone has to 
pay more than £2,000. Philip Crowley, 43, from 
south London, was caught by a speed camera on 
the A28 Pin Hill in Canterbury in June last year. 
A spokesman for the Kent & Medway Safety 
Camera Partnership said: “He was driving a Saab 
registered to a woman at the same address. 
Crowley entered into an evasive session of cor-
respondence before admitting being the driver. 
He was offered a speed awareness course which 
he failed to take up. He was then offered a fixed 
penalty which he did not pay.” Crowley then 
failed to attend court but was fined £200, and 
his licence was endorsed with three penalty 
points, and he was told to pay £1,800 costs.

EVENT

You can join in all the  
fun at summer fayre 
OWLS, rescued greyhounds and guide dogs are 
among the attractions at this year’s Kennington 
Summer Fayre in Ashford on Saturday June 30. 

There will be a children’s fair, the Oopsy  
Daisy Play bus and displays, including Irish 
dancing and martial arts. 

More than 30 stalls will be selling a wide 
range of goods. All proceeds go to charities    
and local organsations. The fayre is at the 
Recreation Ground, Ulley Road, from noon to 
4pm. Admission and parking is free.
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SAWN TIMBER
PLANED TIMBER
HARDWOOD
TREATED TIMBER

SHEET MATERIALS
FENCE PANELS
FENCING GATES
SLEEPERS 

QUALITY DECKING
TIMBER MOULDINGS
PAINTS & STAINS
IRONMONGERY

NAILS & FIXINGS
TOOLS
ELECTRICAL
INSULATION

SEALANTS & ADHESIVES
CEMENT
AGGREGATES

Visit our shop for:

01227 720537
www.winghamtimber.com

WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
GOODNESTONE ROAD,

WINGHAM, CANTERBURY,
KENT, CT3 1AR

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 8–5, Sat: 8.30–12.30 WINGHAM TIMBER & MOULDINGS LTD

Special Opening offer till end of April, 
with up to 30% off Lalegno Flooring

Visit our New Flooring Showroom

Quality oak flooring from £16.99 +VAT

available from stock



universal blood type, can be 
transfused into any patient re-
gardless of their blood type, so 
being able to use it in emergen-
cies can save vital time, instead 
of worrying about matching a 
patient’s blood type.

NHS Kent and Medway said 
it is striving to boost figures by 
around 30 per cent above nor-
mal levels.

Dr Robert Stewart, co-medi-
cal director, NHS Kent and 
Medway said: “We know even 
regular donors can miss ap-
pointments when distracted by 
national events. With an in-
crease in the number of visitors 
to the UK, it’s important people 
still give blood, and don’t forget 

their appointments in the ex-
citement of the football, Olym-
pic and Paralympic Games and 
music festivals.

“Blood donation is important 
and each unit of donated blood, 
which is just under a pint, saves 
or improves the lives of up to 
three patients.”

And in Tunbridge Wells, to 
celebrate National Blood Week, 
an event at the Royal Victoria 
Place managed to persuade 38 
shoppers to register as donors.

New recruits were encour-
aged by existing donors, includ-
ing Adrian Grayston, whose wife 
received a transfusion after suf-
fering a bleed on the brain.

He said: “I started at univer-
sity and so many friends and 
relatives have needed blood at 
various times; donating is the 
least that anyone can do.”

Fellow donor Claire Outten 
added: “I donate because I want 
to help others and if I ever 
needed blood, I like to know oth-
ers are prepared to help me.”

To find out more or book an 
appointment visit www.blood.
co.uk or call 0300 123 23 23.
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HEALTH

Olympic plea to donors with 
super blood to be good sports
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
By Chris Murphy

WHILE super athletes from 
around the world get ready for 
the Olympics, blood transfu-
sion bosses are on the hunt for 
donors with ‘super blood’.

They are crying out for those 
with O negative (O-) blood.

All blood donors are re-
quired, but an analysis of stocks 
of O- show a shortfall.

Over the recent jubilee cele-
brations demand for type O- 
blood was 69 per cent higher 
than the number of donations 
being made. This reflects past 
public holidays like Easter, 
which saw a 25 per cent higher 
demand than donations, and 
Christmas with 29 per cent.

So with the greatest sporting 
event on Earth about to hap-
pen, the transfusion service  
is worried.

About 1.2 million people and 
15,000 athletes are expected 
to visit the South East during 
the Games, so good stock levels 
of all types are vital.

Type O- blood, known as the 

UNIVERSAL: Plea for donors
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ais, starting a technological 
revolution enabling people to 
cross the Channel at speeds 
never seen before. 

Mr Paine said: “Truth is, they 
may never be seen again.”

The book is the result of three 
painstaking years of research 
for Mr Paine and co-author 
Roger Syms, charting the rise 
and final fall of these incredible 
machines. 

It includes the near disasters 
and government fall-outs, plus 
the sad tale of the cross-Chan-
nel hovercraft’s eventual de-
mise when they became too 
expensive to run.

Mr Paine said: “We felt it was 
important to tell the whole sto-
ry of hovercraft development 
in order to put the part played 
by Hoverlloyd into context.

“Almost everyone knows 
about the cross-Channel  
hovercraft services that used  

to exist, but the actual story of 
Hoverlloyd and how it came 
into being tends to remain for-
gotten, or glossed over at the 
very least. 

“While the Dover-based  
hovercraft get all of the atten-
tion, our new book details  
the original, trend-setting op-
eration that had its birth at 
Pegwell Bay.

“It’s important to remember 
that, if Hoverlloyd hadn’t ex-
isted, there would not have 
been any cross-Channel hover-
craft services.”

At its peak in 1978, Hoverl-
loyd was operating 27 daily, 
half-hourly, departures out of 
Ramsgate, bound for Calais. 
Carrying 1.2 million passen-
gers a year, Hoverlloyd’s serv-
ice rivalled and out-ranked its 
cross-Channel hovercraft com-
petitor at Dover.

Mr Paine added: “Whilst it is 
now just a memory, the hover-
craft really was the pinnacle  
of cross-Channel transporta-
tion. Hoverlloyd developed  
the technology, ran the first 
regular service and drove the 
industry to become a house-
hold name.

“Our book emphasises on the 
importance of Hoverlloyd, 
what it achieved and why we 
shouldn’t forget its contribu-
tion to British technology.”

The 700-page book uses 450 
historic photographs and 
heartfelt testimony from those 
who were there. It is available 
in bookshops and online from 
Amazon now.

 More news and sport at 
www.yourthanet.co.uk.
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KENT REMEMBERED

JOURNEY: The new book turns 
the reader’s focus to Hoverlloyd

Hovercraft revolution on 
the cross-Channel route
THEY were one of Kent’s most 
majestic and enduring sights – 
the sound and vision of a huge 
passenger hovercraft roaring 
in to life and speeding off to the 
glamour of Europe.

Now the sense of adventure 
for anyone climbing on board 
can be relived in an amazing 
new book.

Robin Paine, co-author and 
former hovercraft pilot, said: 
“This really is the definitive 
story. They were amazing craft 
– I could get some of the small-
er earlier ones up to 85mph, 
which is astonishing.”

The book is called, aptly 
enough, On A Cushion of Air, 
The Story of Hoverlloyd and 
the Cross-Channel Hovercraft.

Keen fan the Duke of Edin-
burgh has supplied the for-
word, and the book is nominat-
ed for the Mountbatten Award 
for Maritime Literature.

It has been 50 years since 
the world’s first experimental 
passenger hovercraft services.

Mr Paine, from Dover, said: 
“Reading this will transport 
readers back from its concep-
tion to the golden age of the gi-
ant cross-Channel SR.N4s.”

Innovation in 1969 was al-
ready out of this world. Man 
had stepped on the Moon, the 
first Jumbo Jet was in the air, 
and at Pegwell Bay, Ramsgate, 
the passenger hovercraft serv-
ice started. You could even take 
your car.

It was on April 2 that Hover-
lloyd ran its first service to Cal-

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Chris Murphy

AIR ON SEA: At the peak of the hovercraft trade there were 27 daily crossings from Ramsgate to Calais



30 I week ending June 24, 2012  EAS www.kentnews.co.uk 

Comment & Opinion  for more pictures and news go to www.kentnews.co.uk

OPINION

Your 
apprentice 
will work 
their socks 
off for you

So far so obvious.
Raising capital through the 

bank to start or grow your busi-
ness is tough. You start-ups 
can probably forget venture 
capitalists as well. Then all that 
are left are the sharks, and they 
fill me with more dread than 
actual sharks.

So how do you go about an-
swering the call, increasing 
output, and building your team 
and your business? One way is 
to take on apprentices.

All I can do is set out what I 
see are the advantages to help-
ing a young person to achieve 
their goals while simultane-
ously achieving yours at a bar-
gain basement price.

Firstly it’s not how it used to 
be. Once upon a time you 
would be called by a jobcentre 
and asked if you would be in-
terested in taking someone on. 

Sometimes that would work 
out, the person would be keen 
and you’d enjoy the extra pair 
of hands. Other times someone 

would show up and you’d have 
to remind them what their 
name was. 

However, fast forward to to-
day and the platform has 
changed. 

You now get to discuss your 
requirements with a human, 
then place an advert for your 
role on a national jobs board. 
You decide what personality 
type and skill set you want – ex-
actly the same as a recruitment 
agency but 100 per cent free.

Your vacancy is advertised 
on the web and candidates an-
swer qualifying questions and 
send their CV based on suitabil-
ity for your vacancy. 

They are vetted and success-
ful candidates’ CVs are sent to 
you for consideration. Inter-
views are arranged to help you 
make an informed, considered 
selection.

Better still, your apprentice 
will work their socks off and 
they will complete a pro-
gramme with you while they 

are earning just £2.60 per hour 
– an astonishingly low down-
side risk. No PAYE or NI.

Add to this the fact they are 
fixed-term workers on a train-
ing programme and are in ef-
fect on a prolonged probation-
ary period and you start to 
realise your business could be 
tapping into a huge, cost-effec-
tive talent pool.

We have absolute respect 
and adoration for the young 
people willing and able to  
commit to this programme and 
we think at the end of your ex-
perience with apprentices, so 
will you.

So, this poses the question.  
Is it businesses, or the youth  
of today who have had the 
Avengers call from govern-
ment? Do we trade or train our 
way out of recession? 

We are convinced its both.

 Paul Rees is managing 
director of WMC Training  
in Chatham.

Apprentices answer call for help
There are arguments over whether trading or training is the answer 
to our economic woes, Paul Rees says it’s a combination of the two
I’M not someone to harp on 
about the recession but...  
the debates rage on – should 
there be better terms for  
employers to recruit staff with 
less commitment? 

Would that in turn make 
workers feel less secure and be 
less likely to spend what they 
earn? Would this then slow 
spending further therefore 
compounding the problems the 
new policies would be designed 
to solve? 

The UK appears to be finding 
it difficult to shake this reces-
sion. And, like in the new 
Avengers movie, the call has 
gone out to private businesses 
to trade us out of poverty. 

So, in David Cameron’s head 
the ideal scenario is for you 
business owners to work extra 
hard so your taxes can fill the 
deficit – in turn the jobs you 
create will relieve the burden 
on the benefits system and we 
will start to see light at the end 
of the tunnel. 

KOS COMMENT
Speak up on the future 
of county’s rail services
AFTER years of problems on Kent’s 
railways, the Government is getting 
ready to sit up and listen to the people 
who have been shouting for years 
about the train service.

Yes, commuters are finally being 
given the chance to officially have a say 
on how things should be improved,   
and whether or not Southeastern’s 
franchise should be renewed.

And they know the reality, having 
battled with chaos during the cold 
snap, changes to services, and sky-
high fares; ministers will hear the facts 
straight from the horse’s mouth.

So grab this overdue opportunity and 
make sure it doesn’t slip through your 
fingers, this could be a chance to make 
a real difference to rail services.

Cheering on Roy’s boys
WE’RE all hoping for an England win this 
weekend, not only to silence the critics 
but to lift the mood of the whole nation.

But whatever the result against Italy, 
just enjoy the Sunday – there might be 
enough sunshine for a barbecue, and 
pubs are predicting full houses.

Football is meant to be fun, isn’t it?
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Disgusted by 
the oppression
IAN R Elliott (Letters, July 17) 
states the Church and State 
must not divorce – but which 
Church exactly? 

The Church of England; a 
church which was founded so 
Henry VIII could divorce 
women when they didn’t do 
what he wanted?  What about 
Catholicism and Protestant-
ism, both of which have been 
main (read: sole and compul-
sory) religions depending on 
who was sat on the throne at 
the time?

Britain is a multicultural 
country and it is wrong for 
any religion to assert its 
subjective ideals over unwill-
ing citizens. Likewise it is 
wrong for any person or 
people to oppress any other 
person or people; how many 
wars have been fought to 
maintain this simple fact?

I am disgusted by how 
people such as Mr Elliott  

wish to disregard these heroic 
efforts by blatantly promoting 
such outrageous and unjustifi-
able oppression.

Drew J Smith, Gillingham

Marriage is a 
right for us all
I personally believe same-sex 
marriage is not a bad thing but 
good. Every person on this 
planet has a right to life and  
a right to live their life as  
they choose.

Love is a very personal 
emotion and marriage is a way 
for two people (no matter what 
gender, race or background 
they have) to declare that they 
love each other and are willing 
to spend the rest of their lives 
with one another.

I wholeheartedly support 
the LGBT community and 
believe it is about time for the 
Church and State to separate.

There are so many religions 
with so many people having 
faith in different ways, gods 
and belief systems.

The State should represent 
every citizen of every religion 
equally – having policies and 
viewpoints which don’t 
restrict or control the Church, 
whilst the Church shouldn’t 
have a heavy influence  
on the State.

Charlotte Stuart,  
Tunbridge Wells

We focus on 
the children
ALTHOUGH it was useful  
to see county council leader 
Paul Carter highlighting  
the issues of vulnerable 
children sent to Thanet  
from London I would have 
hoped someone might have 
contacted The Margate 
Taskforce at Thanet District 
Council, which falls under  
my remit, and which has 
produced the evidence 
required to send to Mayor 
Boris Johnson. 

For many years a lot of  
good organisations worked  
in isolation to alleviate the 

problems we have in Thanet 
but it is only recently that  
all are co-located on the fourth 
floor at Thanet District Council 
and working road by road  
in Cliftonville to establish  
the facts. 

This co-location on one  
floor enables the police, social, 
fire and health along with 
community groups to share 
information and work to 
alleviate our problems. 

Building on Your Home 
Your Health and Clean Sweep 
experience we collate informa-
tion to ensure resources are 
targeted and more effective. 
Ward councillors and 
residents ensure areas  
of concern are brought  
to the Taskforce’s attention 
and it is a team effort.

I was also interested to  
see MP Laura Sandys featured 
on Newsnight. If she would 
like to contact me I would be 
more than happy to work with 
her and to advise that the 
work we do is not about 
personal publicity but the  
well-being of children and  

the peace of mind of our 
existing community.

Cllr Iris Johnston, 
Cabinet Member for 

Community Services
Thanet District Council

Tory rule is no 
longer a given
MAY I please thank the people 
who supprted me by voting 
Ukip in the Tunbridge Wells 
East by-election.

We did not win, but the 
thousand votes I got made  
this the first county council 
election in which Ukip was  
a serious contender and came 
within a couple of hundred 
votes of winning. 

Our vote share went up by 
16 per cent, the Conservative 
share dropped by 17 per cent, 
while the Lib Dem and Labour 
parties remained static.

I, of course, wish the winner 
James Tansley well in his  
new position, but can assure 
everyone that the time of 
automatic appointment  

of Conservatives to the county 
council hase come to an end  
in Tunbridge Wells.

Chris Hoare,  
Ukip candidate for  

Tunbridge Wells East

It’s time to oust 
David Cameron
SO David Cameron has lost  
the party more than 100,000 
members. 

Surely there is a message 
there for the party that the 
people do not trust Mr 
Cameron at all owing to the 
large number of broken 
promises and U-turns he has 
made. The same goes for 
George Osborne – a complete 
waste of time as chancellor.

It must be time for a vote  
of no confidence against Mr 
Cameron before he and his 
front bench do irreparable 
harm to the party.

RE Tucker, Sheerness

Cash could be 
better spent
THE new Bomber Command 
memorial looks really good.  
At the cost of millions.

If it was possible to ask those 
heroes where the money 
should have gone, I am sure 
they would have all said:

1. To the heroes and injured 
personnel of our current 
unwanted war in Afghanistan 
who are struggling to manage.

2. To the forces that are 
being made redundant.

3. To pay for badly needed 
equipment.

So many other things.
Adrian Ottley, Birchington

Nuclear dump 
is madness
SO someone has come up with 
a plan that it would be a good 
idea to store all our waste 
under Romney Marsh?

I would like to have 
Dungeness C built to bring 
employment to the area, we 
managed to build two power 
stations in the past without 
disturbing the wildlife too 
much. But this latest proposal 
is just plain nuts, if the powers 
that be read your newpaper, 
may I ask the question: before 
they came up with this idea did 
they consider using the 
disused coal mines all over the 
country, surely they are deep 
enough and safe enough to 
store our entire waste?

Doug Capon, Dover 

Feedback  Letters/emails/twitter
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Elderly will pay price   
of ‘simplified’ tax rules

QIT WAS announced in the  
budget that the age-related tax 
allowance for those between 65 

and 74 is to be capped at the current 
£10,500 until the basic personal 
allowance for under-65s, which is 
currently £8,105, catches up with it. 
The age allowance will then be 
discontinued or, in Treasury parlance, 
‘simplified’. I understand that at 
present those who receive this 
allowance lose £1 of it for every £2     
by which their income exceeds 
£24,500 a year. Will this income    
limit be removed?

AI HOPE Chancellor George 
Osborne understands the 
confusion his ‘simplification’ 

proposals have caused among pension-
ers. In his budget speech, he actually 
made it sound as if he was doing   
senior citizens a favour by abolishing a 
valuable tax allowance because it was 
complicated. Your letter sums up the 
situation spot on, except that the 
income ceiling for claiming the full age 
allowance is £25,400, not £24,500. 
And yes, when the tax threshold for 
under-65s catches up with the age 
allowance of £10,500 – or slightly 
higher for over-75s – then the income 
limit will no longer apply. Everyone 
over 65 will receive the same tax  
allowance as everyone under 65.  
There is also a plan in the pipeline to 
tax the state pension at source,   
though it is early days yet to say when, 
or even whether, this will actually 
begin to operate.

QI WANTED to invest in the 
Santander cash Isa paying  
3.3pc interest, so took the 

money from my existing Isa with 
Nationwide, but Santander refused to 
accept any more than £5,640.

AI AM afraid you have slipped up 
by trying to transfer the money 
yourself, and you have now lost 

the existing tax exemption. To preserve 
the exemption, you should have got  
the two banks to arrange the transfer 
between themselves. Santander can 
now accept only this year’s maximum 
tax-free deposit, which is £5,640.

QPLEASE explain what has 
happened to the Post Office 
Investment Account. I have 

been told my passbook is no longer 
valid and the Post Office will no longer 
deal with my account. This is quite 
worrying.

AYOUR Investment Account is as 
safe as it ever was. We all think 
of it as a Post Office account 

because that is where everyone has 
gone for years to make deposits and 
withdrawals, but in fact the account    
is run by National Savings so your 
money is guaranteed by the Govern-
ment. On the downside, the Investment 
Account is no longer as convenient.   
As part of its ‘modernisation’ scheme, 

National Savings has scrapped the Post 
Office counter service and abolished the 
passbook. In future, you must operate 
your account by post, and you will be 
sent statements to replace your 
passbook. With interest of just 0.75pc, 
I suspect you could find a more conven-
ient account that will pay higher 
interest, too.

QMY ELDERLY mother received  
a letter saying her state pension 
will no longer be paid by 

cheque, and it will go straight to her 
bank account. However, she does not 
have a bank account. There is no bank 
branch in her village. The nearest is a 
bus ride away, and she is getting past 
being able to travel. Why are cheques 
being stopped?

AAT PRESENT, your mother    
can cash her cheque at the Post 
Office, so clearly she has a post 

office within reach. In this case, she 
can open a Post Office Card Account, 
and the Department for Work & 
Pensions will pay her pension into that. 
The alternative is that she can have a 
Paypoint card. If there is a shop near 
her that operates Paypoint, she can 
then draw her pension from it. The 
Government says the changes are to 
fight fraud and theft, but I suspect it 
has more to do with saving the cost of 
posting cheques to pensioners.

QI HAVE received an email 
offering a 7pc return on 
something called the Tideway 

Managed Bond Account. Is this a 
scam?

ATHIS is not a scam. Tideway 
(0203 178 5982) is licensed    
by the Financial Services 

Authority so investors are protected by 
the usual compensation fund. But this 
account is not risk-free. Tideway pools 
customers’ money and invests it in 
corporate bonds – IOUs issued by 
companies such as Bupa, Lloyds TSB 
and Standard Life. Those companies 
pay interest on their IOUs, Tideway 
takes a small cut, and you get the rest. 
The risk is that a company might 
default on repaying its IOU, or the stock 
market value of its bonds could fall, 
meaning you might not get back every 
penny you invested.

 If you have a personal-finance 
question, write to Tony Hetherington, 
MyMoney24, Prospect House, 
Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 1RE. 
We regret that neither Tony nor     
the MyMoney24 team can enter    
into personal correspondence.

Edited by Adam Aiken

Don’t forget to pack 
the travel insurance
OPTING out of buying travel insur-
ance might make the cost of your 
holiday a few pounds cheaper – but it 
is a move that can backfire spectacu-
larly, leaving you facing a massive 
bill if something goes wrong.

Most people’s foreign trips are 
completed without problem, but 
things do sometimes go awry.

In 2010, British insurers received 
nearly 340,000 claims for medical 
expenses incurred abroad – a three-
fold increase over six years.

Meanwhile, the Foreign Office 
helped more than 3,700 Britons who 
needed overseas hospital treatment 
during the same year.

But while that assistance was no 
doubt appreciated, the Foreign Office 
does not cover the cost of any treat-
ment or medical repatriation, and its 
help does not replace the need for ad-
equate travel insurance.

“Being caught without insurance 
in the event of an accident or falling 
ill abroad could lead to you paying 
out hundreds, if not thousands, of 
pounds in medical care and repatria-
tion costs,” said Tom Bishop, head of 
travel insurance at Direct Line.

Within Europe, carrying a Euro-
pean Health Insurance Card is a     
sensible way to access local health 
services, but it is not an adequate re-
placement for travel insurance.

All it does is offer card holders the 
same standard of state-provided 
treatment that locals receive – and 
that standard is not necessarily equal 
to that we get on the NHS.

“It will also not cover any repatria-
tion costs, which can run into tens of 
thousands of pounds,” said Mr Bishop.

“We advise all holidaymakers to 
protect themselves by making sure 
they are insured against any losses in 
case the worst happens.”

Because we all enjoy the benefits of 
our “free” NHS here in the UK – it is 
“free” in the sense that we don’t pay 
for it at the point of delivery – it can 
be easy to overlook the actual cost of 
medical treatment.

For example, a one-night stay on a 
Turkish hospital ward costs £1,100, 
while a one-night stay in a Spanish 
intensive care unit costs £1,600.

And if you think that’s steep, con-
sider the costs if you fall ill in the US. 
Over there, the cost of a one-night 
stay in an intensive care unit can run 
into five figures; an angiogram can 
cost £20,000; and an air ambulance 
to bring you back to the UK from the 
west coast can cost £65,000.

The thing about all insurance – 
whether it’s home insurance, pet in-

surance or travel insurance – is that 
it is a distressed purchase.

In other words, you benefit from 
having it only when things go wrong, 
and if you don’t need to claim, it can 
feel like you have wasted your money.

But the huge costs you could face if 
you have an accident or fall ill when 
you are on holiday illustrate how 
worthwhile a decent travel insur-
ance policy can be – and even if you 
do not need to claim on it, the peace 
of mind it provides can make all the 
difference to time away.

Mr Bishop said Direct Line – which 
deals with more than 7,000 claims a 
year involving travellers who have 
been admitted to hospital – recently 
paid out £280,000 after a baby was 

born prematurely in the US, with the 
bill including an air ambulance back 
to the UK; £150,000 following a se-
rious road accident in the US; and 
£140,000 for a premature baby born 
in China, involving a two-month 
stay in the country.

But even more minor problems 
can quickly lead to big bills. For ex-
ample, a customer who tore a liga-
ment while on holiday had a claim of 
£750.

Jeremy Cryer, head of travel at Go-
compare.com, said: “When you con-
sider that a travel insurance policy 
providing several million pounds-
worth of cover can cost less than a 
meal out, it’s really not worth taking 
the risk of travelling without it.”

Small cost of travel insurance can cover a much larger 
bill should you suffer misfortune. ADAM AIKEN reports

KNOW WHAT YOU ARE SIGNING…
READ the small print and   
know what the exclusions and 
excesses are.

Are you covered for terror-
ism? Depending on where you 
go in the world, this could be a 
useful addition to your policy. 

More than half of travel 
insurance policies offer this as 
standard.

Incidents that happen while 
you are under the influence of 

drink or drugs can be excluded. 
Jeremy Cryer at Gocompare 

said: “The majority of insurers 
expect holidaymakers to have a 
few drinks on holiday, but where 
it appears their judgment is so 
badly affected as a result and 
this is proven to have a strong 
bearing on the circumstances 
of the claim, the exclusion 
could apply and the insurer 
may refuse to pay a claim.”
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ALLBITS
Plumbing Supplies

Unit 60, John Wilson Industrial Estate,
Kent, CT5 3QT Whitstable 

Call us now: 01227 281648

ALL Prices Include
VAT at 20%

Opening Hours

Mon-Fri  7.30-5.30

Sat  9.00-4.00

GREAT OFFERS INSTORE...

New ranges now on display – visit our showroom today!

Aqualisa Siren shower
RRP £306 - OUR PRICE £198

Vanity unit & basin with tap
RRP £330 - OUR PRICE £180 

Essentials toilet & soft close seat
RRP £277 - OUR PRICE £70

Aqualisa
Midas 300
shower
RRP £352
OUR PRICE
£160

Troon glass
bath screen,
6mm thick
RRP £154
OUR PRICE
£70

Rothesay
mono basin
mixer with
eco-click
RRP £122
OUR PRICE
£70



operations could potentially look quite 
different during the Games as employ-
ers adapt policies and procedures.”

He said this might mean having a 
skeleton staff in the office while others 
temporarily worked from home and 
employers could also consider working 
round problems by temporarily altering 
the working hours to avoid peak con-
gestion times. 

“Employers may want to take a more 
flexible approach to matters such as 
working hours and location during the 
Games,” said Beard. “Simply making 
small but significant adjustments will 
mean a happier and more productive 
workforce this summer.”

The Federation of Small Businesses is 
recommending employers start talking 
to employees early to manage expect-
ations and minimise the impact on  
productivity. 

Agreeing with the employees that 
they can take the relevant days or half-
days off as part of their annual-leave 
entitlement is the usual way – employ-
ees who do have tickets for the Olympic 
or Paralympic Games should be advised 
to get in early with their holiday re-
quests and most should now know what 
events and dates they will be attending.

Roger House, FSB chairman for Kent 
and Medway, said: “The key for  
employers has to be collaboration with 

their employees. Whilst there is no legal 
requirement to give employees time off 
to watch the Olympic or Paralympic 
Games, even if they have been lucky 
enough to secure tickets to attend, there 
is simply no point in turning down  
an employee’s request for time off on  
principle alone. 

“Not only will this serve to disenchant 
the employee, it may also result in them 
taking the time off anyway – phoning in 
sick or taking unauthorised absence.

“The golden rule is to try and take ac-
tion to prevent this happening in the 
first place by being clear about what 
you expect from your employees in rela-
tion to attendance and performance.”
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CONTACT US…

IF you have a business story or 
any news you think we should 
be covering in this section, 
reporter Nick Ames would 
like to hear from you. 
You can phone him on 01303 
817181, or alternatively email  
nick.ames@archant.co.uk.    

Olympics time off? Let’s talk 
EMPLOYERS need to be flexible this 
summer to accommodate issues raised 
by the Olympic and Paralympic Games, 
say workplace experts.

With Olympic organisers predicting 
one million extra Games-related jour-
neys into the capital this summer and 
demand for time off to watch events, 
conciliation group Acas  has issued ad-
vice for Kent employers on how to mini-
mise the disruption to their business. 

With the Paralympic cycling at 
Brands Hatch and visitors travelling 
through the county to get to the Games, 
for business-owners and commuters 
this will mean finding alternative routes 
into work. 

It is expected some 90,000 people will 
be arriving through the Port of Dover.

This could mean arranging to work 
from home or travelling to and from the 
workplace at different times. 

 Acas advises that employers need to 
ensure they plan ahead of the Games 
and consider more flexible working  
arrangements to minimise potential  
disruption, manage staff expectations 
and ensure business runs smoothly.

Paul Beard, area director Acas South 
East, said: “Kent is playing a major role 
in this summer’s Olympics as official 
hosts of the 2012 Paralympic cycling. 

“The county will be welcoming ath-
letes from across the globe, with specta-
tors, visitors and volunteers travelling 
through the county to get to events. 

“Employers can avoid potential prob-
lems by planning ahead. Your business 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk

By Nick Ames

Company is reaping a rich harvest in Kent
ONE of the largest 
contractors in the UK, 
BAM Construct UK, has 
announced that its work 
across Kent has exceeded 
one third of a billion pounds 
in the last decade.

BAM’s trio of  
academies in Medway 
– Brompton, Bishop of 
Rochester and Strood 
– means the firm will have 
completed 23 projects 
across Kent since 2003, 
totalling just over  
£350 million. 

Other works include major 
retail developments and 
venues. 

“It has been a very 
engaging county for us to do 
business,” said Rod Stiles, 
construction director for the 
academies.

“Ten years ago we were 
building developments for 
pharmaceutical giant Pfizer 
and retail clients like Asda 
under mainly traditional- 
style contracts. 

“Design-and-build 
contracts have become a lot 
more common since then, 
which suits a business like 
ours with its in-house design 
capabilities. 

“It’s helped us with 
major developments like 
Whitefriars in Canterbury 
and Bouverie Place  
in Folkestone. 

“We have been very 
fortunate to have worked in 
most areas of the county.”

Recently the contractor, 
which runs its South East 
operations from its offices 
in St Albans, handed over 

the £34m Bluewater Events 
Venue, having previously 
refurbished Marks and 
Spencer at the retail park.

 It also completed a 
development for Tesco  
in Orpington. 

Whitefriars in Canterbury, 
however, remains its largest 
single contract at just below 
£50m for Land Securities.

Its work in Medway, which 
takes the company over the 
one-third-of-a-billion-pounds 
mark in the county, follows 
recent work for North West 
Kent College in Gravesend 
and Dartford.

“Schools are always 
special to build because 
so much of the community 
becomes involved and we 
can help young people learn 
new skills,” said Stiles.

CONSTRUCTION PORT

Taiwan VIPs dock at Dover 
A VIP delegation from the 
newly-formed Taiwan 
International Ports Co, which 
manages the country’s four 
main ports, has paid a visit  
to the Port of Dover.  

The delegation was led  
by the president of TIPC, Lee 
Tau-Hsin, who recently co- 
hosted a visit to Taiwan by the 
Under Secretary of State for 
Transport, Mike Penning, of 
which Port of Dover 
representatives were a part.     

The aim of the reciprocal 
visit was to build on the strong 
relationship between the two 
organisations and provide 
guidance and assistance to 
TIPC in respect of the 
development of the Taiwanese 
ports as they move into the 
next phase of their expansion.   

The partnership between 

Taiwan and Dover was 
emphasised in August 2011, 
when the Port of Dover signed 
a Memorandum of 
Understanding with Keelung 
Port to further develop ties 
with the ports and the marine 
industry in Taiwan.

Port chief executive Dr Bob 
Goldfield said: “It was a 
pleasure to welcome the TIPC 
to the Port of Dover. 

The visit represents the 
strengthening of our 
relationship with Taiwan and 
gave us the opportunity  
to showcase the port and 
highlight our world-class 
expertise in the area of  
port management and port 
development. 

“We look forward to building 
a long-term relationship and 
working together.”

BE PREPARED: Peter Beard stresses the importance of working with your staff in preparation for the Olympic Games in London
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In uncertain economic times, businesses are forced to look to new  

markets to thrive. So this week we examine ideas for revenue streams 

outside of Britain – in a county that has the best links of any with  

continetal Europe. But we also take a look at what traps business  

people can fall into when working overseas… and how to avoid them.

Call for firms to focus on new  
international revenue sources

NOW is the time to cast our eyes 
abroad, says a business group.

According to the Federation of 
Small Businesses (FSB), the  
combination of small firms still 
struggling to access finance and no 
short-term solution to increasing 
bank-lending, it is time the Gov- 
ernment looked beyond the shores 
of the UK for imaginative solutions 
to finance the  UK’s economic  
recovery and growth. 

And business analsysts say that 
Kent is ideally placed to lead the 
way in looking for new revenue 
streams because of the Kent  
business community’s close links to 
Continental companies.

In the report Alt+ Finance: Small 
Firms And Access To Finance, the 
FSB is calling on the Government  
to promote alternative forms of  
finance, such as peer-to-peer lend-
ing models, and to learn the lessons 
from other countries where routes 
to finance are varied, local, longer-
term and reliable.  

The report draws on examples of 
best practice from German and US 
banks that highlight fundamental 
weaknesses in the UK banking 
model: a lack of transparency and 
diversity of financial institutions, as 
well as a limited local focus and 
control of lending decisions.  

The comparisons are stark, says 
the group: between 2007 and 2010 
there was a 24 per cent fall in the 
number of successful loan appli-

cations for small businesses in the 
UK, compared with just a 9 per cent 
decrease in Germany. A similar 
story emerges from the US, where 
its Small Business Administration’s 
Government-backed loans for small 
businesses have been a key factor in 
its economic recovery plan.

Tony Greenham, head of finance 
and business at New Economics 
Foundation, said:  “Our one-size-
fits-all banking system is dominated 
by a handful of large London-based 
national and international banks. 

“Their global vision leads  
inevitably to many local blind-
spots, and the UK has consistently 

underperformed our major indus-
trial competitors when it comes  
to supporting SME finance and  
regional growth.

“We need a richer diversity of  
financial institutions and funding 
sources to suit the needs of our  
innovative and entrepreneurial 
smaller companies. 

“This report moves the debate be-
yond berating big banks and offers 
instead a host of complementary 
and cutting-edge alternatives that 
can help the UK build a world-class 
domestic financial system to equal 
the City’s status as a world-class  
international financial centre.”

To deliver similar benefits to UK 
small businesses, the FSB calls for: 

 An increase in peer-to-peer lend-
ing available, with the Government 
assessing the possibility of opening 
up its own investor account to give 
the sector a boost.

 The Government to consider 
bringing asset-backed finance into 
the Business Finance Partnership 
£1 billion fund. About one in three 
small firms with external borrow-
ing uses this form of finance. 

 Community Development Fi-
nance Institutions to be brought 
into the mainstream and the Gov-
ernment to look at the success of 
the US in boosting this model 
through Government funding. 

 The creation of a debt bond  
market for small businesses that 
need greater funding (upwards of 
£250,000) for fast growth, utilis-
ing smaller investment exchanges.  

Without a varied local financial 
system, the FSB fears the potential 
of credit easing will never truly be 
realised as Government struggles to 
distribute funds. 

And, with Independent Commis-
sion of Banking recommendations 
not kicking in for several years, it is 
more important than ever to bring 
forward innovative short-term so-
lutions and get to work on the  
longer-term task of building a new 
financial infrastructure with a local 
focus to protect our economy, inno-
vation and jobs from future crises. 

We’re increasingly 
turning to global 
trade opportunity
FIGURES show the South East continues 
to be the largest area for exporters, with 
a value of £42.5 billion for the year ending 
March 2012, despite a 2.4 per cent value 
decrease over the annual period.

Total exports for the South East in 2012  
Q1 were £11.1bn, while the value of exports 
for the UK was just over £75.3bn in Q1 2012. 
Exports from the South East grew by £25.2 
million between Q4 2011 and Q1 2012.

HSBC analyst Ian Tandy said: “These  
figures show international trade in the region 
is continuing to grow, with many businesses 
making good use of export opportunities. 

“It is encouraging to see South East 
businesses embracing international trade 
in export markets. The domestic market is 
still very important, but international trade 
is a large part of many companies’ business 
dealings and accounts for a large slice of the 
region’s business growth.

“HSBC is well placed to help companies 
trading, or aspiring to trade, internationally, 
with our UK export-related business growing 
by a third last year compared with 13 per 
cent for the UK economy as a whole. 

“Our strategy is based around international 
connectivity, with our joined-up structure 
and global footprint giving UK businesses 
access to global expertise and support. 

“We have increased our number of  
international commercial managers in the 
South East by a third and HSBC’s £4bn 
International SME Fund is also proving 
attractive to businesses.”

Firms have duty of care on business trips
BUSINESSES are being urged to remember their 
duty of care to employees travelling abroad as 
more companies prepare to expand into 
overseas markets as part of the Government’s 
export drive.

There were more than 6.7 million overseas 
business trips made in the year ending July 
2011, with employees facing some of the most 
tumultuous travelling conditions in decades 
caused by political unrest and natural disasters.

Despite this, leading insurance broker Bluefin, 
based in Gravesend and Dartford, says there is 
still a worrying lack of awareness among 
businesses about the employer’s duty of care  
to workers undertaking overseas travel, with  
as many as 86 per cent of companies 
demonstrating a significant lack of awareness of 
the legal requirement to undertake pre-travel  
risk assessments.

According to a recent survey, 95 per cent  
of global companies have sent employees  

on business trips to high-risk locations, making  
it even more important to carry out the right 
procedures – or businesses could find 
themselves being taken to court for negligence. 

The warning comes from Bluefin following 
Business Travel Week, which raises awareness 
of issues in the business travel market.

Peter Castle, head of customer proposition, 
said: “With the Government encouraging UK 
companies to export more and to countries 
beyond the eurozone, there is likely to be  
an upsurge in employees travelling abroad,  
so making it essential that businesses 
understand their responsibilities for workers’ 
health and safety when taking overseas trips.

“This issue has been compounded by political 
unrest in many parts of the world, including the 
Middle East and Greece, adding to the list of 
potentially dangerous destinations.”

Under the Management of Health and Safety 
at Work Regulations, employers have a duty to 

undertake pre-travel risk assessments, which 
should identify the reasonably foreseeable risks 
that may arise due to the travel. 

The assessment should cover methods  
of transport, travel itinerary, destination, the 
employee’s particular fitness to travel and work 
overseas, their particular prior travel experience, 
trip duration and specific risks of the destination.

Castle said: “Employers should ensure  
the employee is aware of the types of risk  
to which they may be exposed and to take  
action to mitigate these risks where possible 
through a travel-risk-management strategy.”

If a company breaches its duty of care,  
it faces an unlimited fine and remedial orders,  
and courts may also impose a “publicity order” 
to name and shame the company in the national 
Press. In some circumstances, company 
directors can be personally liable for gross- 
negligence manslaughter or for health and 
safety offences.

Business Week  For more business news go to businessforkent.co.uk

FOREIGN FIELD: Businesses are encouraged to look to international trade

WELCOME TO THE ALL-NEW 24homes .co.uk
your local property portal

Got a question
about property?

Get advice from our
property experts and
share your own property
tips in AskMe, our new
Q&A section.
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Blacksmithing 
course keeps alive 
traditional skills
THE traditional craft of blacksmithing is being 
revived with a new course at Canterbury College.

Budding blacksmiths will be able to learn their 
trade in the New Dover Road campus’ metal 
workshops from September. The Level 3 City & 
Guilds qualification will make up part of the 
engineering design and craft studies year-long 
course.

Canterbury College will become the South 
East’s first college to offer blacksmithing 
qualifications at such a level.

Students will use the college’s specialist 
equipment, including a forge, to produce metal 
items such as gates, railings, furniture, sculptures 
and more.

Section manager Michael Gaughran said: “It’s a 
traditional craft that dates back thousands of years 
but still has many contemporary uses.

“It’s a very hands-on subject that engages 
students both artistically and practically which is 
why we incorporated it into the welding curricu-
lum. There aren’t many places locally for 
blacksmiths to train, despite the craft enjoying a 
recent resurgence. That is why we’re aiming to 
keep the tradition alive.” 

The course tutors are in contact with black-
smiths across Kent, some of whom have ex-
pressed an interest in taking on apprentices. 
Community-based projects are also planned.

As well as the Level 3 blacksmithing qualifica-
tion, the college has a Level 2 qualification. It may 
be possible for prospective students to join the 
Level 3 course straight away, depending on 
previous experience and qualifications.

Training, courses and careers

Minister to open 
apprentices and 
jobs fair in Thanet
THANET’S two MPs are hosting a Jobs and 
Apprenticeships Fair at the Winter Gardens in 
Margate.

The event on Tuesday, June 26, from 10am-
3pm, has been organised by Conservative MPs 
Laura Sandys and Sir Roger Gale, and will be 
officially opened by employment minister Chris 
Grayling.

Ms Sandys said: “Hundreds of jobs and 
apprenticeships in a wide variety of sectors will 
be on offer on the day. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for jobseekers to meet with lots of 
local employers all under one roof.

“We already have over 50 exhibitors con-
firmed ranging from small independent 
businesses right through to some of the biggest 
household names. It’s going to be a one-stop 
shop with free workshops on offer providing 
useful tips on CV writing and interview skills.

“We’ll also have start-up and apprentice advice 
for anyone thinking of pursuing a different route.” 

Sir Roger added: “We know there are many 
people, of all ages, in Thanet who want to work or 
who want training or who want to change jobs.

“There are also, contrary to popular belief, 
many opportunities available and this fair is 
designed to bring the two together and help 
match would-be employers with would-be 
employees.

“While there are a number of agencies engaged 
in this already, experience shows events of this 
kind can make a difference.” 

For more information email jobsfair@
telllaura.org.uk or visit www.telllaura.org.uk/
jobs-and-apprenticeships-fair.

Firefighter recruits fly 
through training course 
to join airport’s crews
THREE new recruits to the cru-
cial business of safety manage-
ment at Biggin Hill Airport 
have joined the facility’s fire 
service.

The moves follows their ini-
tial training at the Internation-
al Fire Training School in 
County Durham.

The three new recruits at the 
famous World War Two air-
port are Peter Sambrook, aged 
25, from Biggin Hill; Mark 
Moore, 32, fron Edenbridge; 
and the youngest recruit Va-
nessa Hopkins, aged 19, from 
Orpington.

Their six-week training 
course covered all the basics in-
cluding the theory of aviation 
firefighting, basic firemanship, 
and hose-running.

They also went through sim-
ulated practical training on 
representative types of aircraft, 
an introduction to breathing 
apparatus, and applying first 
aid. 

Following final 
examinations 
and assess-
ments from 
p r a c t i c a l 
tests, all 
t h r e e 
t r a i n e e s 
w e r e 
a w a r d e d 
the Civil 
Aviation Au-
thority ’s Basic 
Aviation Fire-
fighting qualifica-
tion as Airport Firefight-
ers.

The trio now join the 20-
strong airport fire team, with Va-
nessa joining Blue Watch, and 
Peter and Mark lining up along-

side colleagues in Red Watch.
“They now have the basic 

skills for the job, though plenty 
of training lies ahead of them,” 
said Andy Mellers, who is sen-
ior airport fire officer and leads 
the team.

Firefighters at Biggin Hill are 
trained to handle additional  
duties such as aircraft marshal-
ling and baggage handling as 
well as aircraft de-icing and 
snow clearance for during win-
ter periods.

Officals say this mix of roles 
ensures variety and interest     
in their working day as well as 
advancing their skills and job 
satisfaction.

Each job provides permanent 
full-time employment and as 
experience and proficiency is 
gained, promotion to higher 
grades such as crew manager 
and watch manager offer a ca-
reer advancement structure on 
the job, and also throughout 

the national and inter-
national aviation 

industry.
V a n e s s a 

said that she 
was de-
lighted to 
be joining 
the team 
and to be 

working in 
a key area of 

airport oper-
ations.
“The training 

was quite demanding 
and very comprehensive.

“My new life in the fire team 
at Biggin Hill brings plenty of 
variety and new challenges 
every day and it is what I want 
to do” she said. FIREFIGHTER: Vanessa Hopkins has started her new career at Biggin Hill Airport
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What is your business doing to help Keep Kent Working?Do you send employees on 
training courses to aid their      

personal development or run    
apprenticeship schemes? If you 
have a good news story email 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk or call us on 01303 817136.

Scholarship for conservation student
AN archaeological and museum conservator 
from Sittingbourne has been awarded a £15,000 
Queen Elizabeth Scholarship to complete the 
second and final year of her conservation for 
archaeology and museums MSc at University 
College London. 

Emma Payne, 25, was awarded her Queen 
Elizabeth Scholarship Trust (QEST) scholarship 
by the Duke of Gloucester at a ceremony last 
week.

The QEST was endowed by the Royal Warrant 
Holders Association to advance education in 
modern and traditional crafts and trades in the 
UK. Scholarships of up to £15,000 are open to 
men and women of all ages and are awarded 

twice a year. Since 1991, the Trust has awarded 
£1.7 million to 253 craftsmen and women aged 
between 17 and 50-plus to develop their skills 
through study, training and work experience.  

Eleven awards were made this spring, 
totalling £125,900.  

During Emma’s MA, she worked as a 
conservation and collections care assistant at 
the Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology, 
assessing the delicate prehistoric Egyptian 
artefacts in order to design and make suitable 
packaging for them. Previously, she had 
volunteered for the Sittingbourne CSI Project 
working on Anglo-Saxon artefacts.

Winning a QESTscholarship will ensure Emma 

can complete the course. “It will provide me 
with a practical postgraduate qualification,” she 
explained. “Since the course comes with the 
guarantee of practical work at a site or museum 
in the second year, it will also allow me to 
enhance my portfolio at the same time as 
gaining a recognised qualification.”

QEST, the charitable arm of the Royal 
Warrant Holders Association, was established in 
1990 with money contributed by its members, 
to mark the 90th birthday of the Queen Mother 
and the 150th anniversary of the founding of the 
Association.

Trustees look for well thought-out projects, 
which will contribute to the UK’s pool of talent.



You are invited to attend Helen Allison School's

Open Morning
On Saturday 30th June 2012 - 10:00 - 12:00

This will be an opportunity for parents and carers of children with a 
diagnosis of autism to hear and see the provision the school offers.

Refreshments will be available

National Autistic Society, Helen Allison School, Longfield Road,
Meopham, Kent DA13 0EW

Tele No 01474 814878
www.autism.org.uk/helenallison

'The school is exceptional and has made a major 
difference to my child's life' (parent)

'Outstanding' (Ofsted April 2011) 

The National Autistic Society, a charity registered in England and Wales (269425) and in Scotland (SC039427)
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Schools & education

Commons Speaker’s full of praise 
for college students who spoke out
MIDKENT College Students’ 
Union has been praised by the 
Speaker of the House of Com-
mons for its efforts in improv-
ing local transport.

Last March the SU hosted a 
travel debate to enable students 
to air their grievances in pub-
lic, resulting in bus company 
Arriva launching several new 
services to the Medway campus.

The success of the campaign 
has now gained national atten-
tion after the union finished sec-
ond in the 16-19 age category of 

the Speaker’s School Council 
Awards – judged by Speaker 
John Bercow, among others.

SU president James Phillips, 
said: “We are really pleased the 
student voice at MidKent Col-
lege is being listened to by Ar-
riva, and the hard work of our 
volunteers has been recognised 
by the Speaker’s School Coun-
cil Awards.

“We are thankful to all of 
those who have supported us 
in this process.”

Topics covered at the travel 

debate – which has also been 
shortlisted for a National Un-
ion of Students award – includ-
ed the scrapping of the Educa-
tion Maintenance Allowance, 
the rising cost of public trans-
port, and problems with stu-
dent travel schemes.

Medway councillors Vince 
Maple, Andrew Mackness and 
Geoff Juby also participated in 
the event, as did Gillingham 
MP Rehman Chishti and repre-
sentatives from the train pro-
vider Southeastern.

School’s young businesspeople are 
taking nature all the way to the final
A TEAM of teenage entrepre-
neurs who set up their own 
business helping children learn 
about the natural world have 
made it into the final of a pres-
tigious business competition.

The students from Beech 
Grove Academy in Nonington, 
near Deal,  saw off stiff competi-
tion from seven other teams to 
win the overall Best Company 
Award at the South East Young 
Enterprise Innovation Awards 
2012.

The dozen 16-17 year-olds 

will now be heading to London 
on July 1-3 for the UK finals of 
the HSBC Young Enterprise In-
novation Awards 2012 at the 
Intercontinental Hotel. 

There, they will compete 
against 12 teams for the title of 
the UK’s Best Young Enterprise 
Company 2012.   

All the students in the regional 
final had set up their own busi-
nesses over the past year. 

The Beech Grove Academy 
students set up set up Link2Na-
ture after deciding to offer chil-

dren fun ways to play and learn 
that weren’t based around a 
TV or video screen.

They produced two nature 
baskets for children – Nature 
Treasures and Nature Blocks – 
full of natural materials, such 
as building blocks, pine cones, 
shells, and sheep’s wool. 

 In addition they wrote and 
illustrated a children’s story 
book, The Adventures of Piney 
Conus. They managed a turno-
ver of more than £9,000 and a 
net profit margin of 64 per cent.

UCA rising 
stars winning 
the plaudits  
at Graduate 
Fashion Week
FASHION students from the University for the 
Creative Arts starred at Graduate Fashion Week 
2012 by taking three of the top 10 places in the 
prestigious Gold Award final.

Collections from James Walker, Alice 
Griffiths and Emma Beaumont ensured UCA 
had the most students shortlisted for the 
£20,000 grand prize at Earls Court, out of the 
40 institutions and 1,000 students entered.

UCA did not leave GFW empty-handed as BA 
(Hons) fashion journalism student Kerrie 
Donnelly won the media and design award.

Now, in its 21st year, GFW showcases the 
best BA graduate fashion design talent in the UK 
and offers students a platform to launch their 
careers thanks to the national press coverage 
and industry engagement.

Gold award nominee, Emma Beaumont who 
studied BA (Hons) fashion atelier at UCA 
Rochester, said: “I’m so happy to have got this 
far in such a major, national competition.

“GFW has been a fantastic experience; I’ve 
met lots of important people, received great 
exposure and feel really positive about starting a 
career in the fashion industry.”

Donna Ives, associate dean of fashion at UCA, 
said: “I think it’s a really big achievement for 
UCA to have three students reach the Gold 
Award final. It’s great to see that our students 
are producing some of the best work in the 
country which is re-affirming for the staff and 
the university.

“Many of our students who didn’t reach the 
final are also winners because brands such as 
Burberry have approached our students after 
seeing their work at GFW – so it’s an amazing 
event for all of our graduating students.”

ON TREND: Fashion student Emma Beaumont
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Our new and improved CV upload service sends you jobs
which fit your CV, helping you find your perfect match

Look local with 

Outgoing CV seeks
perfect partner for long
lasting relationship.
Honest, confident and
bags of experience.
WLTM someone for
fun with a future and to
share good times, five
days a week.

Find me at
jobs24.co.uk
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ST PETERS CONVENT
Senior and Bank Staff Required

Both offer private pension and above average
annual leave entitlement.  You will be working

with our elderly residents in impressive
surroundings.

Contact: info.stpeters@btinternet.com
Tel: 01227 744003

TO ADVERTISE:
TELEPHONE: 01303 817040
FAX: 01303 817004
EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk

• Accounting and Finance
• Admin, Secretarial, PA
• Agriculture/Horticulture
• Architects, Surveyors
• Banking and Insurance
• Call Centres
• Cleaning and Domestic
• Construction
• Customer Services
• Education and Teaching

• Entertainment
• Environment
• Fashion, Hair, Beauty
• Health and Safety
• HM Forces and Defence
• Hospitality and Catering
• Human Resources
• IT, Telecoms
• Law Enforcement/Security
• Legal

• Maintenance
• Management and Business
• Manufacture, Production
• Marketing and PR
• Mechanical/Engineering
• Media, Creative, Design
• Medical and Carers
• Public Sector
• Recruitment
• Retail

• Sales
• Science and Pharmaceutical
• Shipping and Offshore
• Skilled Trades
• Sports and Fitness
• Transport and Delivery
• Travel and Tourism
• Veterinary/Animal Services
• Voluntary Work
• Warehousing and Logistics

Earn extra cash and help raise
money for Pilgrims Hospices.
We are seeking Canvassers/Collectors in parts
of East Kent to join our established team.
Responsibilities include developing new rounds
and collecting fees from existing members.
Self employed with flexible hours. Good rates
of pay. Some vacancies are subject to CRB
disclosure.

For further information call Shiralee on
01227 379741

www.pilgrimshospices.org

Centronic Ltd is a specialist technology
business that has market - leading
position in the design and manufacture
of sensors and detectors for customers
around the world. Due to high demand
and continuous success, Centronic is
expanding its workforce, hence is
seeking to acquire:

• Mechanical Design Engineer
• Design and Development Engineer
• Senior Design and Development

Engineer
• Test Technician 
• Technical Lead 
• Configuration controller 
• Production Supervisor 
• Machinist (CNC)
• Pump operator

For full job profile and application, please
visit our recruitment page on our website

www.centronic.co.uk
For further information, please contact

Yasmin Jaffer on 01689 808000

Is one of Kent’s Leading Education Recruitment Agencies

Due to ongoing success and growth of our business we are looking for an additional

RECRUITMENT CONSULTANT
To further develop and service our business within Kent schools.

Do you have:

• Recruitment Experience • Provem Success In Sales • Self motivation
• Excellent Customer Service Skills • Full Driving License

Interested?
Call us today on 01474 359333
www.classiceducation.co.uk

TEMPORARY DISTRIBUTORS
REQUIRED

TO DELIVER THE THOMSON LOCAL IN TUNBRIDGE WELLS,
EDENBRIDGE, SEVENOAKS, UCKFIELD, TICEHURST, TONBRIDGE,

CROWBOROUGH, MARESFIELD, HALSTEAD AND
SURROUNDING AREAS.

GOOD RATES OF PAY AND FLEXIBLE WORKING HOURS
YOU WILL NEED A CAR TO TRANSPORT YOUR DIRECTORIES

CALL 01252 390990
www.thomsondirectories.com/distribution

Text TUN to 07786 208008

We seek to recruit a well-presented, experienced 

Car Sales Executive
at our Nissan dealership in Canterbury, Kent.

You will need to be resourceful and calm under pressure with a positive,
confident and proactive approach to the delivery of the highest customer

service levels. You will be part of a team working to develop customer
relationships to maximise sales and revenue. 

The ideal candidate will have Sales Advisor experience within a main
dealership environment, be IT literate and have excellent interpersonal 

and organisation skills.
A full, clean driving licence is essential.

A competitive Salary and bonus package will be paid.
The Company

Baileys is proud to represent one of the most innovative motor manufacturers
in the world. Nissan are at the forefront of vehicle design, production and

Electric Vehicle production and are the largest motor manufacturer in Britain.
We offer professional training and career development, we celebrate success

at all levels, and we are committed to making work enjoyable.

To apply please submit your cv accordingly to:
chris.hamilton@baileysnissan.co.uk

Lyn Richardson.BSc Hons Psychology
SPECIAL NEEDS SUPERSERVICE

Individual Programmes • Behavioural Strategies

Experienced / qualified / Ofsted: specialised mobile / home based 
care, education / tuition for special needs children. i.e: 

Epilepsy, ADHD, Autism, Dyslexia, Learning, Behavioural and Dietary Needs
Tel: 01304 614886 & 07879 627373

http://sites.google.com/site/lynlynrichardson/ 
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Farriers Arms
Mersham

Requires an enthusiastic

COMMIS CHEF
Basic food hygiene Certificate 1
NVQ level 2 or higher desirable.

Live-in position.

Applications in the first instance should be in
writing with a current CV.

If you need any further information, please call
Michael Baker, Landlord - 01233 720444.

www.thefarriersarms.com

The future of local media
Be a part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent

Account Manager
Field Based, office in Smeeth Nr Ashford
Archant KOS Media is looking to recruit highly driven, confident, self-motivated team players to
work on our portfolio of products which consist of newspapers, magazines and digital platforms.
You will need to be able to work under pressure to deadlines and targets. 
Working with an existing client base where customer service is paramount, you must also be able
to search out new business to develop and grow your territory revenues and opportunities. 
You will be building long-lasting relationships with organisations throughout Kent. 
Ideally you will be from a sales or marketing background and have the drive, tenacity and
determination to succeed. Basic knowledge of computer systems is required.
A full driving licence is essential.

Telephone Sales Executive 
Permanent role, based in Smeeth Nr Ashford
If you are a highly driven, confident, self-motivated team player with good communication skills,
who is able to work under pressure to deadlines and targets, then apply for this job today.
You will be office based and working with an existing client base of advertisers where customer
service is paramount, but you must also be able to search out new business to develop and grow
your territory revenues and opportunities.
We pride ourselves on good customer service, professional marketing solutions and excellent
business relationships. We provide innovative ideas that will in return give our clients real value 
and response.
Media experience is not essential as full training will be given, however good numeracy, literacy
and computer skills are required.
We offer an excellent basic salary plus generous bonus scheme, ongoing training and career
development, five weeks’ annual leave, contributory pension and life assurance scheme and all the
benefits of working for a large media organisation.

Please e-mail your up to date CV,along with a covering letter to 

Dawn Coady, Group Recruitment Manager, Prospect house, Rouen Road,
Norwich, NR1 1RE or email dawn.coady@archant.co.uk

Part time Medical Secretary
Experienced Medical Secretary required, knowledge
of electronic dictation system an advantage, must be

able to manage own workload.  

Part time Phlebotomist 
Qualified Phlebotomist required, three to five
sessions per week, temporary contract for six

months possibly becoming permanent. 

If you are interested in either of the above vacancies
please send your CV and covering letter to 

Sue Slater, Practice Manager,
Jubilee Medical Group, Kent House Surgery,
36 Station Road, Longfield, Kent, DA3 7QD

or by email to sslater@nhs.net

You can also find the latest jobs online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent

Telephone: 01303 817040   Fax: 01303 817004   
Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk   Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent

Exciting opportunities to
join the team at Thanet
College 

We wish to appoint from
September 2012:

Lecturers 
Construction 
Construction - (Brickwork specialism) 
Early Years
Sport
Vehicle Automotive (0.5 FTE)
Salary scale - £25,589 - £30,205
dependent on experience and
qualifications 

Other 
Employment Liaison Officer for
Technology 
Salary scale - £19,659 - £23,040
dependent on experience and
qualifications
Benefits include contributory pension
scheme, a generous holiday
entitlement and a comprehensive range
of staff benefits 

Thanet College is a dynamic and
forward thinking college which is
changing fast. We have an ambitious
agenda and are looking for energetic
and focussed people to join our talented
team in the pursuit of even higher
standards and all round excellence.

With a bold long-term vision, the
College is very much at the heart of
economic and social change in East
Kent. We have made a significant start
on our journey towards achieving
Outstanding status and have focussed
hard on our curriculum, working with our
partners and Canterbury Christ Church
University to create a distinctive
technical and vocational offer which
responds to the skills and training needs
of our local community.

With beautiful beaches, close to the
historic City of Canterbury, Broadstairs,
in Thanet is a great place to live and
work. In September 2012 the College
looks forward to launching its new name
and branding which will reflect the
transformational changes that are taking
place. So if you are ready for a
challenging but rewarding role and
would like to become part of our
dedicated and enthusiastic team we
look forward to hearing from you.
For further information about us and an
application form please visit our website
www.thanet.ac.uk or contact HR. Closing date
for applications is Wednesday 4th July 2012.

Our mission is to raise aspirations,
develop skill and delivery quality.

PUBLIC/ COMMUNITY APPOINT

Cover Supervisor
33.75 hours per week - Term Time Only

Kent Scheme Grade 5 - £12,924 to £14,352 p.a. 
(£14,352 - 16,793 fte)

Our Cover Co-Ordinator and Cover Supervisors work in the classroom to ensure continuity of
teaching for students providing supervision for absent teaching staff, involving the facilitation of
learning to all Key Stages of the school in a safe and secure learning environment.  They also
undertake other non-teaching duties as directed, including supervision of students during non-
lesson times.

Learning Support Assistant
31.25 hours per week -Term Time only  

Kent Scheme Grade 4 - £11,392 to £12,084 p.a.
(£15,894 - £16,793 fte)

An opportunity for a Learning Support Assistant with a flexible and innovative approach to
supporting pupils who have identified additional needs under the guidance of our Inclusion
Manager.  The role involves working with both class teachers and some one-to-one working
directly with students. 
A sense of humour and strong interpersonal skills are imperative to both positions.
Full job description and application form available on our website at
www.northfleetgirls.kent.sch.uk.  Application by fully completed application form with supporting
letter to Personnel at Northfleet School for Girls, Hall Road, Northfleet, Kent DA11 8AQ
email: personnel@northfleetgirls.kent.sch.uk  Tel: 01474 831020

The successful applicants will be subject to a full CRB check. 
Closing date for applicants: 30 June 2012
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Learning Support Assistant
(Relief Welfare Assistant)

28.5 hours a week (5 days)
Term time only - 39 wks per year (includes Staff Development Days)

Kent Range 3 (£14,241.00 to £16,144.00 pa) Pro rata to £8,204.50 - £9,300.86 pa
Plus an additional allowance of £6.50 per day when used in the PD Department (Non-Pensionable)

A friendly and adaptable person is required to work with an identified subject area for learning support.  In addition, you would
provide relief cover for the PD Department in the event of absence, to proactively support students with their learning and welfare
needs in order to maximise their levels of achievement and independence. You will be required to undertake moving and handling
training, and it would be an advantage to have an interest in, or experience of, working with physically disabled students and a
good level of numeracy and literacy (Level 2 or equivalent) is essential. 

To apply please submit with your application to Kay McGowan, HR Manager, a letter outlining your reasons for wanting this
position, together with evidence of why you are suitable for the role, and how you have developed your skills in previous roles in
readiness for this position.  

Further details and application forms may be obtained from our HR Manager by email at k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk
or by telephoning 01474 566552 ext 8081120.

Closing Date: 3rd July 2012 (10.00 am)
Interviews: Week Commencing 9th July 2012

CVs without an application form will not be accepted.
Appointment to this post is subject to a criminal background check via the disclosure procedure. 

Thamesview School operates a non-smoking policy.
15 June 2012

PUBLIC/ COMMUNITY APPOINT PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS

For further information, please contact

Kent Countryside Access Service,

on 0845 345 0210 (M0n-Fri 8am-8pm)

or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess

This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages.

For further information, please contact

Kent Countryside Access Service,

on 0845 345 0210 (M0n-Fri 8am-8pm)

or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess

PROW - CITY OF CANTERBURY

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF MODIFICATION ORDER

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981

DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT FOR THE COUNTY

OF KENT 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (PUBLIC FOOTPATH

CW57, SEASALTER) 

DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER 2010

On 31 May 2012 an Inspector appointed by the

Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural

Affairs confirmed the above Order without

modifications.

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to modify the

Definitive Map and Statement for the area by deleting

the full width of the entire length of public footpath

CW57, which commences at NGR TR 0570 6484 (point

A on the Order plan) and runs in an easterly direction

for 528 metres to NGR TR 0622 6477 (point B on the

Order plan) (between the points A and B on the Order

plan).

All distances are approximate, all directions are

general.

A copy of the Order as confirmed and Map may be

seen free of charge during office hours at the offices

of Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury,

Kent, CT1 1YW or at the Kent County Council,

Countryside Access Service, Invicta House, County

Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XX. Copies of the Order

and map may also be purchased there.

This Order became operative as from 31 May 2012 but

if a person aggrieved by the Order desires to question

the validity thereof or of any provision contained

therein on the grounds that it is not within the powers

of Section 53(3)(c)(iii) of the Wildlife and Countryside

Act 1981, or that any of the requirements of Schedule

15 to the Act have not been complied with in relation

to the confirmation of the Order, he may, under

Paragraph 12 of Schedule 15 to the Act, within 42 days

from 24 June 2012 make application for the purpose

to the High Court.

PROW - DISTRICT OF DOVER

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF MODIFICATION ORDER

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981

DEFINITIVE MAP AND STATEMENT FOR THE COUNTY

OF KENT 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (FOOTPATH ER297 AT

RINGWOULD WITH KINGSDOWN) 

DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER 2012

On 23 May 2012 the Kent County Council confirmed

the above Order without modifications.

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to modify the

Definitive Map and Statement for the area by adding a

Footpath with a width of 1.5 metres which commences

at its connection with public footpath ER7 at NGR TR

3759 4811 (point A on the Order plan) and runs in an

easterly direction for 118 metres to its connection with

public footpath ER8 at NGR TR 3771 4811 (point B)

(between the points A-B on the Order plan).

All distances are approximate, all directions are

general.

A copy of the Order as confirmed and Map may be

seen free of charge during office hours at the offices

of Dover District Council, White Cliffs Business Park,

Dover, Kent, CT16 3PG or at the Kent County Council,

Countryside Access Service, Invicta House, County

Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XX. Copies of the Order

and map may also be purchased there.

This Order became operative as from 23 May 2012 but

if a person aggrieved by the Order desires to question

the validity thereof or of any provision contained

therein on the grounds that it is not within the powers

of Section 53(3)(c)(i) of the Wildlife and Countryside

Act 1981, or that any of the requirements of Schedule

15 to the Act have not been complied with in relation

to the confirmation of the Order, he may, under

Paragraph 12 of Schedule 15 to the Act, within 42 days

from 24 June 2012 make application for the purpose

to the High Court.

PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF SWALE 

NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH ZSX39

IN THE PARISH OF SHEERNESS

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH ZSX39, SHEERNESS)

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14(1),
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close
Public Footpath ZSX39 between Granville Road and
Millennium Way from the 6th July 2012.

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months,
although it is expected that work will start
immediately and should take no more than 5 days.  

The path is to be closed because works are planned
on or near it and there is a likelihood of danger to
users.

The alternative route is via Granville Road and Rose
Street to Millennium Way

For detailed enquiries please contact: Michael Ellis

PROW - IN THE BOROUGHS OF 
TONBRIDGE & MALLING AND 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS, MR551,
MR552, MR552A, MR553, MR554, MR555/WT170,
MR557, MR557A, MR558/WT183 AND WT172.

IN THE PARISHES OF CAPEL AND EAST PECKHAM

(PUBLIC FOOTPATHS MR551, MR552, MR552A,
MR553, MR554, MR555/WT170, MR557, MR557A,
MR558/WT183 AND WT172)

(PROHIBITION OF PEDESTRIANS) TEMPORARY ORDER
2012.

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14(1),
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY
RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Kent County Council has temporarily closed Public
Rights of Way: 

MR551 between National Grid Reference NGR TQ 667
473 & NGR 669 478

MR552 between NGR 669 474 & the River Medway
Towpath (public footpath MR547)

MR552A between NGR 669 474 & NGR 667 473
(junction with public footpath MR554),

MR553 between Banbridges Road and NGR 673 477

MR553 between NGR 670 476 & NGR 668 476 (public
footpath MR551)

MR554 between NGR 667 473 & NGR 667 474 (public
footpath MR551)

MR555/WT170 between the Medway Towpath (public
footpath MR547) & NGR 657 470 

MR557 between the Medway Towpath (public footpath
MR547) & NGR 659 471

MR557A between the Medway Towpath (public
footpath MR547) & NGR 664 471

MR558/WT183 between NGR 663 471 & NGR 665 469 

WT172 between NGR 665 469 & NGR 665 470  

The paths will be closed for a maximum of 22 days
from the 16 June until the 7 July 2012, although it is
expected that some routes will be closed later and
reopened earlier.

The paths are to be closed because works are
planned on or near them and there is a likelihood of
danger to users.

Safe alternative routes will be available and
waymarked for the duration of the closure.

A map showing both the routes closed and the
alternative routes available may be viewed at
kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/countryside_
access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx

For detailed enquiries please contact: 

Michele Snoding or David Munn 

Countryside Access Service
Kent County Council
Invicta House
County Hall
Maidstone
Kent
ME14 1XX Dated: 24th June 2012
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PLANNING

THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL
Town and Country Planning Act

Notice of Applications
MA/12/0884/S - WRENS NEST, HEADCORN ROAD, GRAFTY GREEN, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 2AP -
Retrospective listed building consent application for the erection of a single storey garden/hobbies room
with link to main house (amendments to application MA/11/1250). Reason: 3

MA/12/0917/S - UPPER FOWLE HALL FARM, WILLOW LANE, PADDOCK WOOD, TONBRIDGE, KENT, TN12
6PF - Demolition of existing vacant barn and change of use to residential use. Erection of three 4-bed
detached houses with integral garages and two 3-bed semi-detached houses with parking. Reason: 1

MA/12/0945/S - KELSHAM FARM, FOUR OAKS ROAD, HEADCORN, ASHFORD, KENT, TN27 9NY -
Erection of an orangery extension to the rear of the existing dwelling. Reason: 1

Reasons for advertisement key:
1 -Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building.
3 -Application is for Listed Building Consent.

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday
9am to 1pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 8th July 2012
quoting the application number.

Rob Jarman: Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 24th June 2012.

Town and Country Planning Acts
The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

12/01665/HOUSE Mounts Farm Barn Cranbrook Road, Benenden
- Alterations to garage block previously approved under TW/09/00708. Conversion of stable
block to form home office/hobbies room/shower room (LB)

12/01504/FUL Clockhouse Mews Swaylands, Bidborough
- Alterations, extension & conversion to residential use comprising Swaylands main bdg 22 units,
stables 6 units, 2 no. apartment bdgs of total 20 units, extension to Dairy Cottage, erection of
1no. dwelling, erection of garage blocks, demolition of outbuilding, restoration of landscape and
installation of sewage treatment plant. (previous application TW/00/02547)(02/01006/FUL refers) -
Variation of condition 26 to allow for the erection of a new bin store positioned adjacent to the
existing car park (LB)

12/01507/FUL Clockhouse Mews Swaylands, Bidborough
- Covered bin store adjacent to car parking serving Clockhouse Mews (LB)

12/01514/LBC Clockhouse Mews Swaylands, Bidborough
- Listed Building Consent: Covered bin store adjacent to car parking serving Clockhouse Mews (LB)

12/01647/FUL Brenchley Cricket Club The Green, Brenchley
- Demolition of sports pavilion and replace with new sports pavilion (CA)

12/01649/CAC Brenchley Cricket Club The Green, Brenchley
- Conservation Area Consent: Demolition of sports pavilion (CA)

12/01707/LBC 1 The White House High Street, Brenchley
- Single-storey extension with catslide roof over incorporating a single bedroom and new
conservation rooflights (LB)

12/01538/HOUSE Saffron House Nevill Park, Broadwater
- Oak framed double garage (CA)

12/01705/HOUSE 6 Hungershall Park Royal Tunbridge Wells, Broadwater
- Swimming pool under terrace at rear (CA)

12/01423/LBC The Heath Stores The Heath, Horsmonden
- Listed building consent - installation of a twin-wall, insulated stainless steel multi-fuel chimney
to the rear (LB)

12/01542/HOUSE 6 Prospect Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park
- Conservatory at rear (CA)

12/01660/HOUSE 12 Mountfield Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park
- Demolition of rear extension and replace with three storey extension (CA)

12/01684/HOUSE 34 Prospect Road Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park
- Single-storey rear and side extension (CA)

12/00379/FUL Sunhill Court High Street, Pembury
- Solar photovoltaic panels on existing roof surface. No change of use (CA)

12/01477/FULMJ St James Court Wood Street, St James
- Demolition of existing buildings and erection of 11 houses (MAJOR) (CA)

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA)
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet.

Jim Kehoe
Head of Planning Services
Town Hall Royal Tunbridge Wells TN1 1RS

Dated: 23 June 2012

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2010

The following applications have been submitted for
consideration by the Council:

The following applications have been submitted for
consideration by the Council:

Y12/0255/SH - Flat 71 1 The Leas Folkestone Kent CT20
2DR - Installation of replacement balcony balustrade.

Y12/0509/SH+ - 35 Prospect Road Hythe Kent CT21 5NN
- Crown reduction of an Oak tree situated within a
conservation area.

Y12/0448/SH - Flat D 50 Castle Hill Avenue Folkestone
Kent CT20 2RE - Change of use and conversion from
existing self contained flat to two self contained flats.

Y12/0455/SH - Hunters Health Club  The Metropole The
Leas Folkestone Kent CT20 2LU - Change of use and
conversion of part of the basement and ground floors from
health club/gymnasium (Class D2) to 11 self-contained
flats as enabling works to facilitate the refurbishment of the
Winter Gardens room to operate as a function suite under
its existing use Class D2.

Y12/0456/SH - Hunters Health Club  The Metropole The
Leas Folkestone Kent CT20 2LU - Listed building consent
for internal and external alterations and additions to
facilitate the change of use and conversion of part of the
former health club/gymnasium and refurbishment of the
Winter Gardens room.

Y12/0449/SH - Car Park Longford Terrace Folkestone Kent
- Retrospective application for an area of hardstanding
providing 3 parking spaces.

Y12/0475/SH - 127 Sandgate Road Folkestone Kent CT20
2BH  - Change of use from upper ground floor and first floor
offices, to seven self contained flats, together with
formation of new shopfront and other external alterations.

Y12/0169/SH# - Manor House Straight Lane Brookland
Romney Marsh Kent - Alterations and conversion of
outbuilding to provide living accommodation for use as an
annexe to main dwelling, including installation of two new
windows to south elevation and one rooflight window.

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head
of Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle
Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to
planning@shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in
writing within 21 days from the date of publication. It should
be noted that any representations received will be made
available for public inspection.

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in
addition to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications
are marked as follows:

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach,
New Romney

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe

Applications can be viewed and comments made online at
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/.

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the
provisions of the development plan in force in the area in
which the land to which the application relates is situated.

C Lewis, Head of Planning
Shepway District Council

Proposed Disposal of Land Forming Part of
an Open Space

In accordance with section 123 of the Local Government
Act 1972, the District Council of Shepway hereby gives
notice of its intention to dispose by way of lease the areas
of open space situated in Hawkinge set out in the schedule
to this notice. It is intended to grant leases to Hawkinge
Town Council which will continue to use the areas as open
space.

Any representations about the proposed disposals should
be made in writing either by letter or e - mail to Paul
Marshall, Estate Management Officer, The Civic Centre,
Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2QY, e - mail
paul.marshall@shepway.gov.uk not later than 1 July 2012.

Schedule

Areas of open space adjoining the following streets

• Underwood 
• Kettle Drive 
• Heron Forstal Avenue (next to the Hawkinge

Community Centre) 
• Haven Drive 
• Proctor Walk/ Pannell Drive 

Chris Lewis, Head of Planning
Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue,
Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY

Date: 17 June 2012
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PREMISES/ GOODS LICENCES

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCE
UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003.
Jamal Ahmed applied to Medway Council on 8th
June 2012 for a variation to the licence for Shozna
Indian Restaurant, 18 High Street, Strood,
Rochester, Kent ME1 1RR. The application seeks
an increase in authorised hours for the sale of
alcohol from midday to 01:00.
The proposed opening hours of the premises are to
be 12pm to 01.30am.
Representations should be made in writing to
Licensing Unit, Medway Council, Gun Wharf,
Dock Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TR by 9th July
2012.
Persons wishing to inspect the Licensing Register
may do so at the above address between the hours
of 08.30 - 17.00 Monday to Friday.  It is an offence
to knowingly or recklessly make a false statement
in connection with an application which carries a
maximum fine of £5000.

PLANNING

ASHFORD 
BOROUGH COUNCIL

AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS
2011/12

Each year the Council's Accounts are audited and
any person interested has the opportunity to
inspect and make copies of the accounts and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and
receipts related to them. For the year ended 31st
March 2012 these documents will be available on
application to the Finance Manager at the Civic
Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford (01233 330540)
between 9am and 4.30pm, weekdays from 11th
July 2012 to 8th August 2012. Local Government
electors for the Council's area and their
representatives also have:
(1) the right to question the Auditor about the

Accounts. 
(2) the right to attend before the Auditor and make

objections to the Accounts on any items in
them. Written notice of an objection must first
be send to the Auditor. The audit is being
carried out by Mr Andy Mack, District Auditor,
Ground Floor Front, 16 South Park,
Sevenoaks, Kent, TN13 1AN and will be
conducted under the provisions of the Audit
Commission Act 1998 and the Accounts and
Audit Regulations 2003.

The auditor can be contacted at the above address
from Thursday 9th August 2012 until the audit is
completed.

AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2011/12 -
SHEPWAY DISTRICT COUNCIL

Each year the council’s accounts are audited and any
persons interested have the opportunity to inspect and
make copies of the accounts and all books, contracts, bills,
vouchers and receipts related to them. For the year ended
31 March 2012 these documents will be available on
application to the Deputy Chief Executive at the Civic
Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone (tel: 01303 853289)
between 9.00am and 4.30pm weekdays from Monday 9th
July 2012 to Friday 3rd  August 2012.

From 6th August 2012 until the audit is closed, local
government electors for the area to which the accounts
relate may exercise their rights under sections 15 and 16 of
the Audit Commission Act 1998 to question the auditor or
make objections to the accounts for the year ended 31
March 2012. The external auditor, Andy Mack, can be
contacted at Audit Commission, 1st Floor, Millbank Tower,
Millbank, London SW1P 4HQ (telephone 0844 798 2846).

Kathryn Beldon
Deputy Chief Executive
Shepway District Council

LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES

Fill your job
vacancies fast
To advertise in this
section call: 01303 817056
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HIGHWAYS

For further information, please contact

Kent County Council Highways and Transportation,

on 08458 247 800 (local rate)

or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways

HIGHWAYS - District of Ashford

BLACKWALL ROAD NORTH, ASHFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of the installation of a new electricity supply
cable, Kent County Council intends to make an Order
prohibiting through traffic on Blackwall Road North,
Ashford, on or after 7 July 2012 for up to 6 weeks or
until the works have been completed.

The road will be closed to through traffic for its entire
length.  

Access for residents will be maintained whenever it is
safe to do so, but there are likely to be some times
when this is not possible, due to the use of machinery.

The alternative route is via A2070 Kennington Road and
Blackwall Road South.

HIGHWAYS - District of Canterbury

CHESTFIELD ROAD, CHESTFIELD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of works to install CCTV cameras on the railway
bridge, Kent County Council intends to make an Order
prohibiting through traffic on Chestfield Road,
Chestfield (Swalecliffe), on or after 11 July 2012 for up to
2 nights, between 8.00 pm and 6.00 am each night.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the railway
bridge to the north of the Old Thanet Way.  

The alternative route is via B2205 St John’s Road,
Colewood Road, Whitstable Road, Sea Street, Greenhill
Bridge Road and A2990 (Old) Thanet Way.

CHURCH LANE AND HIGHSTEAD, CHISLET 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

To enable high-friction road surfacing works to be
carried out, Kent County Council intends to make an
Order prohibiting through traffic on Church Lane and
Highstead, Chislet, on or after 9 July 2012 for up to 2
days as signposted on site.

CHURCH LANE will be closed to the north of the north
junction with Chitty Lane

The alternative route is via Hollow Road and Old Tree
Road.  

HIGHSTEAD will be closed to the north of Highstead
Farm.

The alternative route is via Highstead via Ford Hill,
Maypole Lane and Old Tree Road.

The closures are between 9.30 am and 3.30 pm each
day.  Only one road will be closed at any one time.  

Please note these works were originally due to have
been carried out in April 2012, but were postponed for
operational reasons.

SUMMERFIELD AVENUE, WHITSTABLE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of water mains replacement works, Kent
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting
eastbound traffic on Summerfield Avenue, Whitstable,
on or after 9 July 2012 for up to 8 weeks or until the
works have been completed.

The road will be closed eastbound only at the junction
with Castle Road.  

The alternative route for eastbound traffic is via Castle
Road, Church Street and Ham Shades Lane.

Westbound traffic is unaffected, and traffic can access
Summerfield Avenue from the junction with Ham
Shades Lane.

HIGHWAYS - District of Dover

ALKHAM ROAD, KEARSNEY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of works to install CCTV cameras on the railway
bridge, Kent County Council intends to make an Order
prohibiting through traffic on Alkham Road, Kearsney,
on or after 11 July 2012 for up to 2 nights, between 8.00
pm through until 6.00 am each night.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the railway
bridge.  

The alternative route is via Lower Road, High Street and
London Road (Temple Ewell).

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (CHURCH STREET, DOVER)
(ONE WAY STREET AND CONTRAFLOW CYCLE LANE)
ORDER 2012

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
propose to make the above named Order under
sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1),
45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act
1984, and of all other enabling powers, and after
consultation with the chief officer of police in
accordance with Paragraph 20 of Schedule 9 to the Act:

The effect of this Order will be to allow pedal cycles to
travel against the existing one-way traffic flow when
using the designated cycle lane in the following
location:

Church Street, Dover Between Stembrook and Castle
Street.

Full details are contained in the draft Order which,
together with the relevant plans, any Orders amended
by the proposals and a statement of reasons for
proposing to make the Order may be examined on
Mondays to Fridays at Kent County Council, Javelin Way
Ashford, Kent, TN24 8AD, between 8.30am and 5.00pm,
and at Dover District Council, Council Offices, White
Cliffs Business Park, Whitfield, Kent, CT16 3PJ during
normal opening hours.

If you wish to offer support for or object to the proposed
Order you should send the grounds in writing to Traffic
Schemes Team, Kent County Council Highways and
Transportation, Ashford Highway Depot, 4 Javelin Way,
Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD or by
email to traffic.schemes@kent.gov.uk by noon on
Monday 16 July 2012.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(SERVICE PRECINCT, DOVER)

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) (AMENDMENT NO 1) 
ORDER 2012

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
propose to make the above named Order under
sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2) of the Road
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling
powers, and after consultation with the chief officer of
police in accordance with Paragraph 20 of Schedule 9
to the Act:

The effect of the Order will be to permit pedal cycles to
use Market Square as part of the River Dour Greenway
route at the following locations:- 

Market Square, Dover For its entire area west of a line
between the north east corner of no.5 King Street and
the boundary lines of no 6 and 7 Market Square.

Full details are contained in the draft Order which,
together with the relevant plans, any Orders amended
by the proposals and a statement of reasons for
proposing to make the Order may be examined on
Mondays to Fridays at Kent County Council, Javelin Way
Ashford, Kent, TN24 8AD, between 8.30am and 5.00pm,
and at Dover District Council, Council Offices, White
Cliffs Business Park, Whitfield, Kent, CT16 3PJ during
normal opening hours.

If you wish to offer support for or object to the proposed
Order you should send the grounds in writing to Traffic
Schemes Team,, Kent County Council Highways and
Transportation, Ashford Highway Depot, 4 Javelin Way,
Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD or by
email to traffic.schemes@kent.gov.uk by noon on
Monday 16 July 2012.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, DOVER DISTRICT)
(WAITING RESTRICTIONS AND STREET PARKING PLACES)
CONSOLIDATION (AMENDMENT NO 15) ORDER 2012

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
propose to make the above named Order under
sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1),
45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act
1984, and of all other enabling powers, and after
consultation with the chief officer of police in
accordance with Paragraph 20 of Schedule 9 to the Act:

The effect of the Order will be to prohibit loading at any
time at the following location:- 

Pencester Road, Dover On the northwest side of the
road, from a point at the boundary of no.18 Pencester
Road and no.20 Pencester Road, in a north-easterly
direction for a distance of 23m.

Full details are contained in the draft Order which,
together with the relevant plans, any Orders amended
by the proposals and a statement of reasons for
proposing to make the Order may be examined on
Mondays to Fridays at Kent County Council, Javelin Way
Ashford, Kent, TN24 8AD, between 8.30am and 5.00pm,
and at Dover District Council, Council Offices, White
Cliffs Business Park, Whitfield, Kent, CT16 3PJ during
normal opening hours.

If you wish to offer support for or object to the proposed
Order you should send the grounds in writing to Traffic
Schemes Team, Kent County Council Highways and
Transportation, Ashford Highway Depot, 4 Javelin Way,
Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD or by
email to traffic.schemes@kent.gov.uk by noon on
Monday 16 July 2012.

RATLING ROAD, AYLESHAM (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of access to phone cables to provide a new
service, Kent County Council has made an Order
prohibiting through traffic on Ratling Road, Aylesham,
on or after 15 July 2012 for up to one day or until the
works have been completed.

The road will be closed between the junctions with
Burgess Road and Ackholt Road.  

The alternative route is via Burgess Road, Bell Grove
and Ackholt Road.

HIGHWAYS - District of Gravesham

JUBILEE CRESCENT, GRAVESEND 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of Essential carriageway and footway repairs ,
Kent County Council has made an Order prohibiting
through traffic on Jubilee Crescent, Gravesend, on or
after 25 June 2012 for up to 5 days or until the works
have been completed.

The road will be closed from Hampton Crescent to
outside 100 Jubilee Crescent.  

There will be no access for through traffic between the
junctions with Hampton Crescent to outside 100 Jubilee
Crescent.

HIGHWAYS - District of Maidstone

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(BEECHEN BANK ROAD & BOXLEY ROAD, BOXLEY,
MAIDSTONE)
(40MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2012
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

The Kent County Council in exercise of their powers
under Sections 82 (2); 83 (2); and 84 (1) and (2) of the
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and of all other
enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief
officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9
to the Act of 1984, propose to make the following
Order:-

1. This Order may be cited as “The Kent County Council
(Beechen Bank Road & Boxley Road, Boxley,
Maidstone) (40mph Speed Limit) Order 2012” and
shall come into operation on the xx day of xxx 2012.

2. No person shall drive any motor vehicle at a speed
exceeding 40 miles per hour on the lengths of Road
described in Schedule to this Order.

SCHEDULE
(40 m.p.h. Speed Limit)

BOXLEY From a point 20m south of its
Beechen Bank northern most junction with Boxley
Road Road to the point at which Beechen

Bank Road becomes Boxley Road

BOXLEY From the point at which Beechen 
Boxley Road Bank Road becomes Boxley Road to a 

point 30m north of its junction with
Walderslade Woods

Full details are contained in the Order which, together
with the relevant plans, any Orders amended by the
proposals and a statement of reasons for proposing to
make the Order may be examined during normal office
hours Mondays to Fridays at Kent County Council,
Sessions House, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX and at
Maidstone House, King Street
Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ

If you wish to offer support for or object to the proposed
Order you should send the grounds in writing to Lisa
Gillham, Kent County Council Highways, Javelin Way,
Ashford, TN24 8AD or by email to TRO@kent.gov.uk by
noon on 16th July 2012.

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
(A249 SITTINGBOURNE ROAD/DETLING HILL AND OTHER
ROADS AT DETLING/THURNHAM)
(TRAFFIC SPEED AND TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER)
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because of the likelihood of
danger to the public using a road the Kent County
Council intends to make an Order restricting traffic
speed, the regulation of traffic and the use by traffic as
described below. The order shall come into operation at

times when required as and when signage is displayed
on site on 13th/14th/15th July 2012. 

SCHUDLE
(The Speed limits and Traffic Regulations)

1. Traffic in excess of 40 mph shall be prohibited as
follows:-

(i) On Detling Hill, Detling/Sittingbourne Road,
Thurnham on the northeast bound carriageway
from a point 200 metres northeast of the
junction of Harple Lane to the Highland Shell
petrol station. On the southwest bound
carriageway from a point 130 metres northeast
of the property “Woodlands” to the existing
50mph speed restriction at a point outside the
property “Wild Air”   

2. No person shall, except upon the direction of a
Police Officer, cause or permit a vehicle to:-

(i) Carry out a right hand turn from A249 south west
bound into Scragged Oak Road.

(ii) Carry out a right hand turn from Scragged Oak
Road onto the A249 south west bound.

(iii) Carry out a right hand turn from A249
northbound into South Green Lane.

(iv) Carry out a right hand turn or “U” turn on the
A249 northbound at its junction with Rumstead
Lane.

(v) Carry out a right hand turn from A249
southbound into Chalky Road.

(vi) Carry out a right hand turn from A249
southbound into Church Hill.

(vii) Carry out a right hand turn from A249
southbound into Honeycrock Hill.

(viii) Carry out a right hand turn from Pett Lane
northbound onto A249.

3. The alternative routes for traffic affected by 2(i),
2(ii), 2(iii), 2(iv), (v), (vi), (vii), (viii) above are
either:-

(i) via the roundabout at junction 5 of the M2
motorway

(ii) via the roundabout at junction 7 of the M20
motorway

HIGHWAYS - District of Sevenoaks

BIRCHIN CROSS ROAD, OTFORD 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of works to fit security type lids on BT
carriageway chambers, Kent County Council intends to
make an Order prohibiting through traffic on Birchin
Cross Road, Otford, on or after 13th July 2012 for up to 3
Days or until the works have been completed.

The road will be closed Near the junction of Rowdow
Lane.  

There will be no access for through traffic between the
junctions of Rowdow Lane and Clarkes Green Road.

The alternative route is via Rowdow Lane, Magpie
Bottom and Birchin Cross Road.

CASTLE HILL, HARTLEY 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or
near the highway the Kent County Council has made an
Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on Castle
Hill, Hartley, Sevenoaks between the junction of
Fawkham Road, Fawkham and Ash Road, Hartley.

The Order will become effective on 24th June 2012 and
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum
period of 18 months; the works are planned to
commence on 25 June 2012 and will last 5 days. These
restrictions will be effective when the appropriate
signage is in place.

The alternative route for the above restriction will be
via: Ash Road in Hartley and Hartley Road and Main
Road, Longfield and Fawkham Road, Longfield and
Fawkham Road, Fawkham.

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate a new gas
supply.
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HALE OAK ROAD, CHIDDINGSTONE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of replacement of a drainage culvert, Kent
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting
through traffic on Hale Oak Road, Chiddingstone, on or
after 9 July 2012 for up to 2 weeks or until the works
have been completed.

The road will be closed between Little Hale and Hale
Wood Farm.  

There will be no access for through traffic between the
junctions with Little Hale and Hale Wood Farm.

The alternative route is via B2027, Camp Hill, Coppings
Road, Scabharbour Road, Windmill Road.

HIGHWAYS - District of Shepway

A259 RED LION SQUARE, HYTHE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of carriageway resurfacing works, Kent County
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic
on the A259, Hythe, on or after 25 June 2012 for a total
of 6 nights, as shown below.

Closures are planned for the nights of Monday 25 June
to Friday 29 June inclusive and Monday 2 July 2012.  The
closures will be between 7.00 pm and 1.00 am, with the
roads re-opened outside these hours.

There will be no access through Hythe using the A259
during these works.

The A259 will be closed in the vicinity of Red Lion
Square, as detailed below.  

Eastbound, the closure is from Military Road (from the
junction of the road leading to Military Road Car park)
including Red Lion Square into Rampart Road as far as
the junction with Stade Street.

Westbound, the A259 closure is of Rampart Road from
the junction with Stade Street through Red Lion Square
into Dymchurch Road, as far as the junction with
Portland Road.

The alternative route is via A259 Dymchurch Road,
Scanlons Bridge Road (Military Road in reverse) A261
London Road, Hythe Road, A20 Ashford Road, Sandling
Road, Ashford Road, Junction 11 Stanford Intersection,
A20 Ashford Road, Junction 12 Cheriton Interchange,
B2064 Cheriton High Street, Cheriton Road, A259 Castle
Hill Avenue, Shorncliffe Road, Earls Avenue, Sandgate
Road, Sandgate High Street, Sandgate Esplanade,
Seabrook Road, East Street, Prospect Road and Rampart
Road.

Please note that this differs from the details initially
published.

VARIOUS ROADS, FOLKESTONE (MICRO-SURFACING)
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER JULY 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of carriageway micro-surfacing works, Kent
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting
through traffic on various roads in Folkestone, on or
after 11 July 2012, as shown below.

HARVEY STREET and HARBOUR WAY will be closed on 11
July 2012. 

The alternative route is via Dover Road, Ryland Place
and The Tram Road. 

ST EANSWYTHE’S WAY will be closed on 12 July 2012. 

There is no alternative route.  Every effort will be made
to maintain access whenever it is safe to do so.  

WALTON ROAD will be closed on 13 July 2012

There is no alternative route.  Every effort will be made
to maintain access whenever it is safe to do so.  

Closures are each for up to one day.  Roads will be
closed for their entire lengths.

HIGHWAYS - DISTRICT OF SWALE

OAK LANE, MINSTER-ON-SEA 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic
on Oak Lane, Minster-on-Sea, on or after 25 June 2012
for up to 2 weeks or until the works have been
completed.

The road will be closed from outside The Oaks to the
entrance to Seacliffe Caravan Park.  

There is no alternative route as this section of the road
is a No Through Road.

Every effort will be made to allow as much access as
possible, whenever safe to do so, but there will be
times when the use of machinery prevents this.

PRESTON GROVE, FAVERSHAM 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of electricity cabling works, Kent County
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic
on Preston Grove, Faversham, on or after 26 June 2012
for up to 5 days or until the works have been
completed.

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction
with the A2 London Road.  

The alternative route is via A2 London Road, The Mall,
Preston Lane and Preston Grove.

HIGHWAYS - DISTRICT OF THANET

B2053 NORTHDOWN HILL AND WESTOVER ROAD,
BROADSTAIRS (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of carriageway resurfacing, Kent County
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic
on B2053 Northdown Hill and Westover Road, 

roadstairs, on or after 28 June 2012 for up to 2 nights,
between 8.00 pm and 1.00 am.

The road will be closed between the junctions with
Pearsons Way and Westover Gardens.  

The alternative route is via B2053 Northdown Hill, Green
Lane, B2052 George Hill Road, Convent Road and
Beacon Road.

HALL BY THE SEA ROAD, MARGATE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of carriageway pothole repairs, Kent County
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through
traffic on Hall By The Sea Road, Margate, on or after 9
July 2012 for up to 2 days, between 8.30 am and 4.00
pm each day.

The road will be closed at the junctions with Marine
Terrace and Belgrave Road.  

The alternative route is via Marine Terrace and Belgrave
Road.

KING STREET, MARGATE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because of carriageway pothole repairs, Kent County

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through

traffic on King Street, Margate, on or after 10 July 2012

for up to 2 days, between 8.30 am and 4.00 pm.

The road will be closed at the junction with Hawley

Street, in the vicinity of Tudor House.  

The alternative routes are via Hawley Street, Union

Crescent and Addington Street or via Trinity Square

(Trinity Hill), Northdown Road and Bath Road.

HIGHWAYS - DISTRICT OF TONBRIDGE &
MALLING

TAYLORS LANE, TROTTISCLIFFE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

Because it is necessary to replace electricity power

lines, Kent County Council has made an Order

prohibiting through traffic on Taylors Lane, Trottiscliffe,

on or after 26 June 2012 for up to 3 days or until the

works have been completed.

The road will be closed along the whole length.  

The alternative route is southbound traffic via Pilgrims

Way, Pinesfield Lane, Church Road and northbound is

via Wrotham Water Lane, Pilgrims Way, A227 Gravesend

Road, Pilgrims Way.

HIGHWAYS - District of Tunbridge Wells

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

(NORTH FARM ROAD/DOWDING WAY, TUNBRIDGE WELLS)

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are

proposed to be carried out on or near a road the Kent

County Council has made an Order prohibiting the use

by through traffic on North Farm Road/Dowding Way,

Tunbridge Wells from the junction of Chapman Way to

Lamberts Road. This closure will come into effect on or

after Monday 25th June 2012 between 21.00hrs and

06.00hrs for an estimated period of up to 5 nights or

until such works are completed. 

The alternative route is via North Farm Road, Upper

Grosvenor Road, Sandhurst Road, Birken Road, Liptraps

Lane and Lamberts Road. The environmental 7.5 tonne

weight restriction on Birken Road and Liptraps Lane is

temporarily suspended for the duration of these works.

Connect Traffic Management apologise for any

inconvenience caused by these essential works, which

are necessary for works to the railway bridge. Should

you require any further information about these works,

their contact is Paul Coppin on 0844 812 6006.

HIGHWAYS - District Tunbridge Wells, 
Maidstone and Tonbridge & Malling

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

(A228 MAIDSTONE ROAD, CAPEL/WHETSTED ROAD,
CAPEL/ WHETSTED ROAD, YALDING/BRANBRIDGES
ROAD, EAST PECKHAM/BOYLE WAY, B2160 MAIDSTONE
ROAD, YALDING, BELTRING ROAD, EAST PECKHAM,
BRANBRIDGES ROAD, EAST PECKHAM)

(50MPH & 30MPH SPEED RESTRICTIONS)

(NO STOPPING OR WAITING RESTRICTIONS)

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991

NOTICE is hereby given that because of the likelihood of
danger to the public the Kent County Council has made
an Order with the following restrictions. 

1) Traffic travelling at any speed in excess of 50mph is
prohibited on the A228 Maidstone Road, Capel from
the junction with B2017 Badsell Road to Little Eden
Farm, A228 Whetsted Road, Capel.

2) Traffic travelling at any speed in excess of 30mph is
prohibited on the A228 Whetsted Road, Capel
between Little Eden Farm to the roundabout outside
the main entrance to The Hop Farm Country Park.

3) Eastbound traffic travelling at any speed in excess of
50mph is prohibited on the A228 Hale Street By-
Pass from the junction with B2015 Maidstone Road
to the roundabout at Branbridges Industrial Estate.

4) Traffic travelling at any speed in excess of 30mph in
both directions is prohibited on A228 Branbridges
Road from the roundabout at Branbridges Industrial
Estate to the roundabout at the Hop Farm Country
Park.

5) Traffic travelling at any speed in excess of 30mph in
both directions is prohibited on the B2160
Maidstone Road from the roundabout at The Hop
Farm Country Park to Transfesa Road.

6) The effect of the Order will be to introduce
prohibition of waiting or stopping on A228
Maidstone Road from B2017 Badsell Road/Whetsted
Road/Branbridges Road/ Boyle Way to A228 Seven
Mile Lane, B2160 Maidstone Road between
Transfesa Road and A228 Whetsted Road
roundabout and Beltring Road between A228
Branbridges Road to Torbay Road.

7) Prohibit waiting and stopping on Branbridges Road,
outside of the Industrial Estate.

These restrictions are to be in place, when required as
indicated by signage on site on Thursday 28th June
2012 to Monday 2nd July 2012 and Wednesday 18th July
2012 to Sunday 22nd July 2012.

The Hop Farm Country Park apologise for any
inconvenience caused by these restrictions which are
necessary due to large scale events taking place.

John Burr
Director Kent Highways
Invicta House
County Hall,
Maidstone
Kent ME14 1XQ Dated 24th June 2012
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String along to 
Deal Festival

Kent Weekend

 Anticipation grows for the final of county’s food art competition - 
food and drink p51 Second-time buyers need a hand - property p67 
Audi’s third-generation A3 delivers a downsizer’s dream - driving p71

PLUS:

It’s a rap for the 
county town as  
Snoop Dogg sets 
up his afterparty 
SEE PAGE 53 SEE PAGE 58

Show is 30 years 
old… and here  
to entertain you

TANK 
TOPS

SEE PAGE 56
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This quiet, family-run park is walking distance from Westwood
Cross shopping centre and just 2 miles from Broadstairs.

Facilities include 
heated indoor pool, gym, launderette and bar/restaurant

Small pets welcome. Not suitable for children.

Brand new holiday homes 
from £32,000 
Luxury holiday twins 
from £80,000

Call

01843 823207
or

07815 823207
www.bradgatepark.co.uk

Live the dream
at BEAUTIFUL

Experience the difference

Situated 2 miles from Broadstairs and walking
distance to Westwood Cross Shopping Centre.

NOW
OPEN
ALL

YEAR!

The View Guest House, with it's Art Deco Style exterior and contemporary
interior, is the perfect place to stay on the East Kent Coast.
The guest house is ideally located within easy reach of Margate's Old Town where you will find the
newly opened dynamic Turner Contemporary.The area is also well known for its many art galleries
and quirky bars and restaurants.
Upon your arrival you will be greeted by your host who will show you around the beautifully finished
interior, which you are free to enjoy and relax in for the duration of your stay.Your bags will be carried
to your room where you will be able to unwind with complimentary refreshments and chocolates.
The guest house is also the perfect location for entertaining. A number of packages are available for
dinner parties and private functions 
It is our aim that our guests enjoy a restful stay within a casual, relaxed ambience mixed with a dash
of luxury.

20 Palm Bay Avenue, Margate CT9 3DQTel: 01843 299878 www.theviewguesthousemargate.co.uk

NOW OPEN



R
ECENT years have seen a surge 
of interest in all things Sherlock 
Holmes. And, naturally, where 
the great detective treads, he is 
followed with dogged loyalty  
by his friend, ally and biographer 

Dr John H Watson.
Whether it’s two-fisted, bare-chested Robert 

Downey Junior and man-about-town Jude Law 
blasting their way across a steampunk 19th- 
century Europe or “high functioning sociopath” 
sex symbol Benedict Cumberbatch and Afghan 
combat veteran Martin Freeman text-
messaging each other in 21st-century London, 
the characters are arguably more popular  
now than ever before.

There are new books featuring the duo out 
seemingly every month, soundtrack CDs and  
role-playing games, as well as DVDs, with the 
Downey and Law blockbuster A Game Of 
Shadows just released. 

There is even a New York-based series, called 
Elementary, being filmed. It has Jonny Lee 
Miller as Holmes and – a first – Charlie’s  
Angels, Kill Bill and Ally McBeal star Lucy Liu 
as Watson.

But for many purists who look back at the 
original writings of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
one screen adaptation stands out as most 
faithful to what fans refer to as The Canon.

In the mid-1980s, Granada TV filmed The 
Adventures Of Sherlock Holmes, with Jeremy 

Brett in the title role and – for the first two series 
– David Burke as an urbane, softly-spoken but 
determined Watson.

Burke now lives just outside Ashford with his 
actress wife Anna Calder-Marshall and has 
great memories of his time on screen  
investigating such mysteries as The Solitary 
Cyclist, The Red Headed League and even the 
hissing, coiled menace of The Speckled Band.

He remembers how easy he felt it was to play 
Watson.

“I don’t think I’m too far away from his 
personality,” said Burke. “He’s not a genius – 
he’s a sort of man next door, an ordinary 
human being who happens, by accident, to fall 
in with someone who is a silver-tongued genius.

“So I didn’t feel I had to do too much to play 
him, which, I suppose, was why I was cast.”

Brett, as Holmes, had problems in his 
personal life and his portrayal is regarded as 
unrivalled when it comes to authenticity.

Cumberbatch once said: “He casts a towering 
shadow. He was a friend of my mum’s and he 
was around our family a lot. He and the part 
collided and he let it take him over. He was a 
manic depressive… that was a side issue – but 
then he played one.”

Burke said he had a real friendship with his 
fellow actor, even sharing a trailer on location 
and dining together. 

And he reckoned that Brett was obsessed 
with getting the character just right.

“I think Jeremy Brett did an absolutely 
fantastic job. He would take the original books 
around with him and if he felt the director 
stepped out of the authentic Conan Doyle 
storytelling Jeremy was really quick to jump on 
it – and that is one of the reasons the series is 
very faithful to the original.

“Jeremy was absolutely devoted to getting the 
stories right, as were the whole team and I 
think they succeeded. In fact, I don’t think it 
will ever be done like that again. You’ll get spin- 
offs and modern variations, but I think it will 
last, hopefully, forever.”

Burke has watched some of the new 
adaptations – but was unaware of Lucy Liu 
taking the part of his iconic character.

“I’ve seen one of the films – and Jude Law, 
who plays Watson, I’ve worked with and I 
admire and like him very much. I was in his 
Hamlet when it was done a couple of years ago. 

“It’s difficult, really, to compare because it’s 
so different to what we did. It’s so modern, and 
so bang-bang, chases and whatnot. It’s difficult 
to even want to compare it to what  
we did because we did Conan Doyle’s version.

“Their version is fair enough – it’s just not 
Conan Doyle, that’s all I can say. Taken on a 
totally different level as a modern adventure, I 
think it’s probably superb.

“The television one, I only watched the first 
episode, not for any derogatory reason, but I 
just don’t watch a lot of television. I thought 

Benedict Cumberbatch and the other chap 
[Martin Freeman] were very good – but again I 
can’t begin to compare it with ours, because 
they are two different creatures.

“I think if Conan Doyle were able to come 
back and see ours, I think he would say that it is 
an authentic version.”

Laughing, he then added: “If he came back 
and saw the others, I think he would possibly 
turn in his grave. Because it’s not what he 
wrote.”

Burke is not, however, against reinventing 
the classic heroes.

“Why shouldn’t people have a modern take?” 
he said. “The original characters are still an 
inspiration to writers. Sherlock Holmes is one of 
the few brand names you could say anywhere 
in the world. You could go to Tibet and say 
Sherlock Holmes and they’d say ‘the detective’. 
They might not know more than that, but there 
aren’t that many brand names you could get 
that reaction to.”
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THE INTERVIEW David Burke

The elementary sidekick
Nick Ames talks to the original Watson in a cheerful look back 
– and forward – over the many adaptations of Sherlock Holmes

MANY FACES: In modern adaptations we have, 
from left, Lucy Liu as Watson; Martin Freeman 
and Benedict Cumberbatch; and Robert Downey 
Jnr and Jude Law. Purists, though, would most 
revere Jeremy Brett and David Burke, above
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Budding artists make their own Olympian final 
SIX talented entrants have received a call from 
Produced in Kent this week to be told they have 
made it to the live final of the Create A Fruit & 
Veg Masterpiece art competition.

 The competition, which this year has taken 
on an Olympic theme to coincide with London 
2012, is the brainchild of Produced in Kent and 
sponsored by abm Catering, Hadlow College 
and RJ Kingsland & Son and supported by the 
Kent 2012 Small Grants Fund. 

The competition saw dozens of primary- 
school children enter their masterpieces made  
with local, seasonal produce. There was a 
record-breaking number of 240 entries. 

The tough job of whittling the entries into  
the final top-three individual and group 
categories landed on the shoulders of  
food-art photographer Carl Warner. 

The snapper, whose amazing food pictures 
have appeared on Blue Peter, The One Show 
and The Alan Titchmarsh Show, said: “This is 
my third year judging this fantastic competition 
and every year the standard keeps getting 
higher, with more and more entries. 

“The Olympic theme has really captured the 
imagination of the young children and we’ve 
seen everything from 3D canoeists and Olympic 
cyclists, through the track and field sports,  
to the Paralympics and Olympic torch. There 
are so many champions out there this year.”

Now all the finalists will be heading  
to Broadview Gardens on Friday, June 29,  
to compete for gold, silver and bronze medals  
by recreating their masterpieces live. 

FINALISTS: 
Clockwise from 

top left: individual  

category finalists: 

Adam Hood, 7, of 

Hever primary 

school,  

Edenbridge, for his 

cyclist; Will 

Beverley, 5, also of 

Hever primary, for 

his canoeist, and 

Joshua Beesley, 7, 

who is home- 

schooled, for his 

fencing piece.  

In the group 

category, the 

finalists are St 

Katherines, 

Snodland (Class 

6W), for  

wheelchair-racing, 

Ashford Friars, 

(Class 2T), for its 

running shoe, and, 

for the third 

consecutive year, 

The Allotment 

Club from All 

Saints C of E 

primary school, 

Chatham, for  

its runners
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ANGEL FLEAMARKET
Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-1pm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION
BEAT THE CREDIT CRUNCH!
Lots of vintage & retro bargains

Telephone 01732 456196
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com
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Hit them with 
a haymaker
Fun and fauna
Hambrook Marshes, 
Wincheap, Canterbruy
Saturday, July 14
Free entry

FORMER BBC South East 
weather-girl Kaddy Lee-
Preston is opening the 
annual Haymaking Festival in 
Canterbury.

It’s forecast to be a great 
day out as Lee-Preston heads 
to Hambrook Marshes in 
Wincheap to open the event, 
which features plenty of 
live music, beer tents, food, 
exhibitions, performances, 
shows and much more. 

Music from local artists 
including Alice Heggie 
and CJ on drums, drama 
performances from Accidental 
Collective and children’s 
activities will be on offer at the 
free event, which is run by the 
Kent Enterprise Trust. 

Visitors can see raptor 
displays, heavy horses and 
hay-cutting demonstrations 
and try their hand at scything 
and woodcraft.

Snoop in county town
Rapper’s afterparty
Beluga Bar, Maidstone
Friday, July 6, from 9pm-3am
Tickets £20
www.beluganightclubmaidstone.com

RAP star Snoop Dogg has announced that 
he will be hosting an official afterparty in 
Maidstone next month.

The hip-hop pioneer, who has worked with 
the likes of Dr Dre, Eminem, Pharell Williams 
and countless others, will use the Beluga Bar 
in Maidstone as his base after his show at the 
London Pleasure Festival on Friday, July 6. 

Ever since the music genre of gangster rap 
broke through in the 1980s, Snoop Dogg has 
been at the forefront of the movement.

This show will be the only exclusive afterparty 
for the star and is likely to sell out very quickly, 
so make sure you get tickets online ASAP.

The Tory tales
Portillo heads 
for the Gulb
The Gulbenkian, Canterbury
Sunday, October 14, 7.30pm
01227 769075
www.kent.ac.uk/gulbenkian

UNDER Conservative Prime 
Minister John Major, Michael 
Portillo was made a Cabinet 
minister in the role of Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury 
before holding the portfolios 

of employment (1994) and 
then defence (1995–1997). 

But after quitting politics the 
Tory boy took his opportunity 
to become a media personality 
– it was a chance he grabbed 
with both hands.

Now with his latest 
tour, Life: A Game Of Two 
Halves, Portillo heads to The 
Gulbenkian theatre to bend the 
ear of anyone who will listen.

However, be warned: don’t 
head to the gig with any  
preconceived ideas – expect to 
be both delighted and intrigued 
by what the former politician 
divulges.

TV finalists to  
headline bash
A lovable lot?
Dartford Festival,  
Central Park, Dartford
Sat and Sun, July 14-15
www.dartford.gov.uk/festival

DARTFORD Festival 2012 is 
fast approaching and the first 
two headline acts have been 
announced.

Fresh from Britain’s Got 
Talent, Lovable Rogues will 

be performing at Central Park, 
having reached the finals of the 
popular talent show. 

The three-piece band hail 
from just over the Thames in 
Chigwell and have recently 
been signed by Simon Cowell’s 
record label Syco; a debut 
single is due this year.

Headlining on the Sunday 
will be former X Factor star 
Ray Quinn. 

The singer was a finalist on 
series three of The X Factor 
and has since embarked on 
a solo tour, playing 30 dates 
across the UK, and starred in 
West End musicals.

CHARLES DICKENS

Bleak House

enquiries@bleakhousebroadstairs.co.uk
www.bleakhousebroadstairs.co.uk
01843 865 338
Bleak House, Fort Road, Broadstairs
Kent, CT10 1EY 

OPEN DAILY 
We also cater for group
bookings at discount prices
Please call for more
information 07974131375 /
01843 865338

GUIDED TOURS of 
Smuggling Museum & Charles Dickens’ study.
Children £2, Adults £4

TEA ROOMS Tea, Homemade cakes and
quiches, freshly prepared baguettes and sandwiches.
Daily specials available. Licenced bar.

WEDDING PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Luxury Bed & Breakfast Accommodation
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THAI ,  LAO AND CAMBODIAN CUIS INE
Fully licensed restaurant and take away service

available with 10% off takeaways over £15

Te l :  (01843)  592001
W e b :  w w w . s u r i n r e s t a u r a n t . c o . u k
30 Harbour  St ree t ,  Ramsgate ,  Kent  CT11 8HA

Open from Monday to Saturday (Closed Monday lunch)
We are also open Sunday Bank Holiday Dinner

Lunch 12:30 - 2:30pm Dinner 6:00 - 11:00pm

• Old fashioned sweet shop
• Chocolates
• Local beers & wines
• Cheesemonger
• Cake crafts
• Local produce
• Handmade biscuits & cakes

Chalkpit Farm, School Lane
Bekesbourne, Canterbury CT4 5EU

01227 830830
Quex Park Estates, Quex Park,

Birchinton, Kent. CT7 0BH
Tel: 01843 841119 
Fax: 01843 848353

Open: 9.00 to 5pm Mon - Sat
10.30 to 4pm Sun

Free Parking
www.mamafeelgoods.co.uk

Fine Foods Store & Deli Cafe 

The Worlds
Wonder

☎ 01233
732431
Kenardington

Road,
Warehorne,

Ashford, 
Kent 

TN26 2LU 

www.
worldswonder

.co.uk

Locally
Sourced

Honestly
Cooked

Free
Range
Ingredients

Make your taste buds
work overtime...

...at The World’s Wonder

Quality food
prepared &
cooked on 

the premises, 
as it should be

Pudding night 
23rd June, £17.95pp

Cold buffet followed by 
20 delicious desserts

Jazz café
21st July. 7.30 till late 

2 Courses £15 pp. 
Enjoy the relaxing music 

with a delicious meal. 
Booking advised.

Open Mic night 
28th July. 7.30pm

Instrumentalists only. 
Call Pete Lowe for details and
heaps of encouragement on 

07860 162979 
BEGINNERS WELCOME

2 for 1 Meal Offer
Call for more details

Every Thursday Steak Night
Main meals from £4.75

Lunchtime meals from £3.95

Sunday Roast
1 course £7.95  2 courses £9.95  3 courses £11.95

Our New Special Mixed Grill
Now Available just £12.95

Quiz night Every 1st Sunday of the month

The Acorn Inn
6 Park Lane Birchington 01843 841196

2 for 1 Meal Offer
Call for more details

Every Thursday Steak Night
Main meals from £4.75

Lunchtime meals from £3.95

Sunday Roast
1 course £7.95 2 courses £9.95 3 courses £11.95

Quiz Night
Every 1st Sunday of the month

We are proud to be one of
Kent’s longest running

restaurants offering A La
Carte, Vegetarian and Set

Menu options.

See our website for details

www.martinsrestaurant.co.uk

MARTINS RESTAURANT
40 The Street, Boughton, Nr Canterbury ME13 9AS 01227 750304

TWO CAN DINE FOR JUST £23.95!
With our three course 2 for 1 set menu offer.

Available Monday to Saturday evenings from 7pm.

Red Lion
Circa 1364

Crockham Lane, Hernhill, Kent, ME13 9JR

01227 751207 www.theredlion.org

Located in the picturesque
village of Hernhill, 
there is a warm, cosy
atmosphere, with quality
home-cooked food.

Choose a drink from a
varied selection of wines,
beers and real ales.

Sunday Lunch 
12pm to 8pm 

Choose from a selection 
of meats including 

pork, lamb, and beef,
served with all the

trimmings.

One course £10.50
Two courses £13.50

and 
Three courses £15.50

Steak Night 
every Wednesday and Thursday

2 tender 9oz Rump Steaks, cooked to your liking,
served with chips, peas and a fresh tomato.

A bottle of Crisp Dry White wine, 
or a mellow full bodied Red Wine.

All for only £25 per couple.

Yoga every monday evening from 8.30 

15th July 2:30-5pm Live Music with Hullabaloo 

This August Bank Holiay Weekend - Music Festival 
Live Entertainment, Hog Roast, Outside Bar plus lots

more please call for more information



www.kentnews.co.uk EAS  week ending June 24, 2012 I 55 

EATING OUT Across the county

AS you turn down the winding little lane that 
leads through open fields to Elvey Farm, you 
realise this is somewhere special. It’s a medieval 
farmstead, a cluster of buildings centred around 
a beautiful 16th-century barn.

Elvey Farm was bought five years ago by Jeff 
Moody and his partner Simon, who turned it into 
a stylish hotel, restaurant and wedding venue. 
Since then, they have restored the farm, 
renovating the stable block and oast house and 
converted a tumble-down old granary into more 
guest suites.

This summer, they are turning their attention 
to the restaurant. As well as being open seven 
nights a week for evening meals, the pair are 
launching a lunch menu and afternoon tea, 
which will run from Wednesdays to Saturdays. 

Elvey Farm’s afternoon tea promises to 
become an institution. In the summer, tables are 

laid out on the lawn, overlooking the fields, with 
the heavy scent of roses – during the winter, the 
crisp white linen moves inside and you can enjoy 
delicate sandwiches and cakes in the barn. Elvey 

Farm is also starting lunches, with a reasonably-  
priced table d’hôte menu. All this, plus evening 
meals seven nights a week. The farm celebrates 
everything Kentish. Lamb comes from the sheep 
on a neighbouring farm; game from the fields; 
and fruit and veg from local suppliers. 
Everything is fresh, home-made and hearty.  

A new team has been employed, including 
head chef Phillip Pearmain and sous chef Simon 
Maynard.  Between them, they have worked at 
Leeds Castle, The Swan in West Malling, The 
Hengist in Aylesford and Michel Roux’s 
restaurant in Parliament Square. 

Together, they let their imagination run riot 
with the seasons, introducing exciting dishes 
that celebrate the surrounding countryside. 
Elvey Farm, Elvey Lane, Pluckley TN27 0SU 
(phone 01233 840442,  
website www.elveyfarm.co.uk)

Elvey Farm celebrates everything Kentish

SUCCESSFUL local-produce retailer Mama 
Feelgoods has just opened its second  
café, at Quex Park near Birchington.  

Mama said: “We are all very excited at this 
lovely new venture as Quex Park has so much 
going on. We are sure the winning formula we 
have at our café in Canterbury will fit in 
perfectly here.”

The menus at both Mama Feelgoods cafés 
are similar, with hand-made cakes and desserts 
a big feature. The main difference is that the 
capacity is greater at Quex. 

So now there is plenty of room if you wish  
to book for a large party, whether just for lunch 
or for special occasions such as weddings, 
where a fine dining menu can easily be arranged.

The initial business at Mama Feelgoods is 
event catering, and her passion for food helped 
her expand the business to include the award- 
winning fine-food store and café in Bekesbourne, 
near Canterbury, and now this new café at Quex.   

The new Mama Feelgoods is situated next  
to the Powell-Cotton Museum. The café opens 
on to a pretty patio with a couple of resident 
peacocks and overlooks more than 14 acres of 
gardens… perfect to walk off your lunch.  
Mama Feelgoods, Park Lane, Birchington
CT7 0BH; or Fine Food Store, Deli Café  
and Cakecraft Shop, School Lane, 
Bekesbourne CT4 5EU (phone 01227 
830830, web www.mamafeelgoods.com)

A second store 
opens as Mama 
spreads wings

CHEF RECOMMENDS
ELVEY FARM: 01233 840 442 www.elveyfarm.co.uk 
Starter: Green bean, artichoke and mushroom salad. 
Main: Corn-fed chicken with green vegetable broth, 
braised baby gems and Jersey royals.
Dessert: Home-made Biddenden pink sparkling  
jellies and mixed seasonal fruit with basil syrup.
MAMA FEELGOODS: 01227 830830  
www.mamafeelgoods.com 
Starter: Tomato bruschetta with rocket and  
a balsamic glaze.
Main: Penne with roasted torn chicken breast and  
mushrooms in a creamy sauce topped with
Parmesan and oven-baked. 
Dessert: Handmade summer meringues with 
Kentish strawberries and cream.
MARTINS: 01227 750304
Starter: Queen scallops served on a bed of 
mushrooms, topped with garlic butter and cheese and 
lightly grilled.
Main: Sole Veronique – fillets of Dover sole served 
with a white-wine-and-grape sauce.
Dessert: Home-made gypsy tart.
ACORN INN: 01843 841196
Starter: Fresh smoked salmon and king prawns 
served on a bed of mixed salad with dressing.
Main: Cannon of lamb served with fresh vegetables, 
new potatoes and a port-and-redcurrant jus.
Dessert: A selection of home-made desserts.
THE RED LION: 01227 751207 www.theredlion.org
Starter: Pan-fried pigeon breast in butter and  
black pepper.
Main: Slow-roasted lamb shank on the bone, baked 
in the oven until tender on a bed of mashed potatoes 
and served with minted peas.
Desert: Pecan pie.

Roaring with options for 
keeping you entertained
A PICTURESQUE 14th-century  
pub is situated in a small village 
near the town of Faversham. 

Surrounded in history, The Red 
Lion at Hernhill dates back to the 
1300s and still contains many 
original features including open 
fires, brickwork and dark beams.

It offers a selection of traditional 
English food alongside the 
frequently-changing seasonal 
specials sourced from local 
farmers and producers who are 
well known to the Red Lion team.

Facilities include an upstairs 

restaurant and bar, which is 
available for both regular dining  
or large functions. There is also  
a front patio overlooking the 
beautiful church and village green, 
including a well-established pub 
garden with many historical 
features and a large play area  
for children.

Every week there is a traditional 
Sunday roast, when diners can 
choose from one course at £10.50, 
two courses for £13.50 and three 
courses at £15.50. You can choose 
from a selection of meats, 

including pork, lamb, and beef, 
served with all the traditional 
trimmings from midday to 8pm.

Steak Night is Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, while there is also the 
pensioners’ special every  
Wednesday lunchtime. The 
attractive à la carte menu is served 
daily from Monday through to 
Saturday offering a selection for all 
tastes, with many meals costing 
under £10. 

Service times are Monday  
to Saturday, midday-2.30pm and  
6pm-9pm. Sunday is midday-8pm.  

The bar is open every day.
The Red Lion also branches  

out within the community and  
offers yoga every Monday evening 
at 8.30pm.

Known for its live music,  
the pub will be hosting popular 
Kent band Hulabloo on Sunday, 
July 15, from 2.30pm-5pm. There  
will also be a comedy night on 
Saturday, August 11. 
The Red Lion, Crockham Lane, 
Hernhill ME13 9JR  
(telephone 01227 751207, 
website www.theredlion.org)

GIVE IT A 
TRY: Comedy, 
yoga, steak 
nights and live 
music make 
The Red Lion 
the go-to pub
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Riot of roses
Garden event  
shows colour
Hever Castle, Edenbridge
Friday to Sunday, June 22-24
01732 865224 
www.hevercastle.co.uk

HEVER Castle is hosting its 
Best of British garden festival, 
marking the final event in its 
Jubilee celebrations. 

The mid-summer festival 
brings an extra touch of beauty 
to the romantic castle near 
Edenbridge where Henry VIII 
courted Anne Boleyn.

Floral displays will fill the 
castle rooms with colour and 
fragrance as arrangers take 
inspiration from the Diamond 
Jubilee to create works of art 
guaranteed to delight. 

June sees the quintessential 
English rose garden reach its 
peak of perfection – with more 
than 4,000 roses at Hever, 
they are something to behold. 

Additionally, classic-car- 
lovers have the opportunity to 
view some 150 Aston Martin 
cars up close on Sunday, June 
24, rounding off a wonderful 
week of celebrations.

Dance, magic and sea
A feast for the senses  
Deal Festival, various venues 
Friday, June 29-Sunday, July 8
01304 370220
www.dealfestival.co.uk

THE opening weekend of the Deal Festival is a 
feast for all the senses and not to be missed. 

The town’s Astor Theatre will be transformed 
into a bohemian dream world with music, magic, 
dance, poetry and feasting for 10 days. 

The opening weekend will include  
entertainment from Dizzy O’Dare and The  
Galloping Cuckoos Street Theatre. 

Opera and music star Darren Abrahams, who 
appeared in 2011 with the St Edmunds  
Symphonic Wind Band, will be at North Deal 
Community Centre. 

Kent County Youth Orchestra will perform at 
7pm on Saturday, June 30, at the Astor. Check 
online for more events and venues.

Whitlive hosts 
another gem
ShyChlo 
The Duke of Cumberland, 
Whitstable
Saturday, July 7, at 8pm
www.whitlive.co.uk

WHITLIVE returns with its 
Introducing stage at The 
Duke of Cumberland pub in 
Whitstable.

Following the success of the 
rum-swilling Skinny Lister and 

the sold-out Janice Graham 
Band in May, WhitLive brings in 
more up-and-coming talent in 
the form of ShyChlo.

Having already got through 
to the finals of the UK’s biggest 
Live And Unsigned contest, 
this Canterbury band could be 
playing at the O2 in July. 

Their energetic live show has 
seen them touring the UK and 
playing at Radio 1’s Big  
Weekend. 

Already picking up plays on 6 
Music and Radio 1, think Rage 
Against The Machine with a 
secret love of pop melodies 
and fronted by a female MC.

Theatre on a 
summer’s eve
Austen romp 
Goodnestone Park Gardens, 
near Canterbury
Saturday, June 30
01304 840107

AS part of its annual open-
air garden-theatre tour, 
Chapterhouse Theatre 
Company is bringing Jane 
Austen’s Emma to the stage.

Known for its Kent tours, 

Chapterhouse brings a tale of 
matchmaking, marriage and 
merriment. 

Emma is a young woman 
determined to pair off her 
friends with their perfect 
matches. But could it be that 
amid her plotting her own true 
love has been there all along? 
This new adaptation promises 
love and laughter. 

Grounds open for picnics 
at 5.30pm – please bring 
your own rugs or low-backed 
seating. Adults £13.50, 
children £8 and families (two  
adults and two children) £40. 
Discount for groups of 10.

To be included on this page, please 
email features@kosmedia.co.ukYOUR WEEKEND Follow us @KOSLeisure #KOSWeekender

or http://www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure
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COMPETITION

WIN four weekend tickets to Lounge on the Farm
CELEBRATING its seventh 
birthday, Lounge on the Farm 
is just a few weeks away.

Held on the picturesque site 
of Merton Farm, Canterbury, 
from July 6-8, the festival 
boasts an outstanding line-up 

Acts include Emeli Sande, 
The Charlatans and The Wom-
bats, as well as special guests 
Dexys and Chic featuring Nile 
Rodgers. Other confirmed acts 
are Roots Manuva, Mystery 
Jets, Ghostpoet, Summer Camp, 
Goldie, David Rodigan, Mat-
thew Herbert’s Big Band, Slow 
Club, Roni Size, Kitty, Daisy & 
Lewis, Spector and Disclosure. 

Lounge on the Farm puts a 
strong emphasis on local food 
and this year features work-
shops from Channel 4’s The 
Fabulous Baker Brothers and 
Stefan Gates – the Gastronaut. 

Other festivities include 
Boom Boom Club’s Coney Is-
land Palace, a roller-disco, tea 
dance, silent disco, Shake-
speare’s Comedy, an interac-
tive panto of Seven Dwarfs 
hosted by the Science Museum, 
cabaret, comedy, spoken word, 
magicians and much more. 

And you can be in with a 
chance of winning four week-

end tickets with camping to 
this top event by telling us the 
answer to this simple question:
On which farm is Lounge on 
the Farm held?
A: Home Farm B: Merton 
Farm C: Hope Farm 

To enter, text KOS followed 
by FESTIVAL and your answer 
then your first name, surname, 
address and postcode to 80058, 
eg KOS FESTIVAL C JOHN 
SMITH 2 THE STREET, TOWN, 
DV2 2GT. Texts cost £1 plus 

your standard network rate.            
Winners will be selected from 

all correct entries. The promot-
er’s decision is final. Usual 
terms and conditions apply.

Please note if you should en-
ter after the closing deadline of 

June 28, 2012, your entry will 
not valid but you still may be 
charged. SMS services are pro-
vided by Velti DR Ltd, SE1 8ND, 
telephone 020 7633 5020.

Alternatively, you can  
enter by post to Lounge on  

the Farm Festival Competition, 
Archant KOS Media, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, 
Kent TN25 6SS.

For more information on 
Lounge on the Farm, visit 
www.loungeonthefarm.co.uk.
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Courtney Pine 
heads cast
All that jazz…
Margate Jazz Festival
Thu to Sun, June 21-24
www.margatejazzscene.co.uk
Twitter: @MargateJazz

A BRILLIANT line-up of stars 
from the UK music scene is 
descending on Thanet for this 
year’s Margate Jazz Festival.

Now in its seventh year, the 
festival is a well-established 
highlight of the cultural 
calendar, recently joined 
by Turner Contemporary in 
bringing artists of world-class 
renown to the seaside resort.

Headlining is Courtney Pine 
with a performance at the 
Theatre Royal, while comedian 
Stephen Fry will be at Turner 
Contemporary talking to 
Tracey Emin about her 
exhibition She Lay Down Deep 
Beneath the Sea.

John Etheridge plays The 
Wig And Pen pub, while The 
Christine Tobin All Stars 
perform at The Westcoast Bar. 

On Sunday, fans will be 
treated to free, open-air music 
on The Parade, hosted by DJ 
James Anthony, of Solar Radio.

Focus on Falklands
War and Peace Show
The Hop Farm, Paddock Wood
Wednesday to Sunday, July 18-22
www.thehopfarm.co.uk 
www.thewarandpeaceshow.com

A FAMILY festival of entertainment, education 
and excitement is promised at the 30th annual 
War and Peace Show at The Hop Farm.

It’s also the 30th anniversary of the Falklands 
War and this year the show will feature the 
biggest display of weapons, vehicles, equipment 
and men from the conflict ever assembled.

Among the Falklands veterans present will 
be Simon Weston, whose recovery from injuries 
was recorded in a famous BBC documentary.

There will be non-stop entertainment, with 
bands revisiting the sounds of the 1940s,  
fashion shows, comedians and burlesque. The 
team from TV’s ’Allo ’Allo, including the  
glamorous Vicki Michelle, will join the party.

Steam trains 
and fine ales 
Festival frolics
Kemsley Down station, 
Sittingbourne
Saturday and Sunday, July 7-8
www.SKLR.net, 01795 424899

FOLLOWING the successful 
reopening of the Sittingbourne 
& Kemsley Light Railway from 
the Viaduct station in May, the 
steam-railway team is gearing 
up for next month’s Steam And 

Beer Festival. 
The event will see steam 

locomotives Leader and 
Melior hauling trains from 
Sittingbourne Viaduct station 
throughout the weekend, so 
visitors can travel to Kemsley 
Down station by steam train. 

There will be 35 types 
of beer, with a happy hour 
between 5pm and 6pm on 
Sunday when all beers are £1 a 
pint to drink in or take away. 

Live music will be played 
into the night.

Tickets cost £9.50 for adults, 
£8 senior citizens and CAMRA 
members and £4 for children.

Early taste of
of Edinburgh
Comedy craft
Billabong Club, Rochester
Thursday, June 28, at 7.30pm
Tickets £10
www.wegottickets.com/

THE Billabong Comedy Club in 
Victoria Street, Rochester,  
sees top comedian Sarah  
Kendall, right, and rising star 
Daniel Simonsen try out their 
2012 Edinburgh shows.

Kendall is an Aussie now 
based in the UK and widely 
accepted as one of the leading 
female comics in the country. 

She has performed at the 
Melbourne Comedy Festival 
since 2000 and at the  
Edinburgh Fringe since 2003. 
She was nominated for the 
Perrier Award in 2004.

Simonsen has already won 
So You think You Are Funny in 
2008 as well as The  
Guardian’s One To Watch 
contest. He has perfected his 
brooding Norwegian persona, 
which packed out his  
Edinburgh 2011 gig.
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Help the butterfly to survive
BUTTERFLIES have long been 

among the prettiest visitors 
to the British garden, feed-
ing on buddleia and other  

nectar-rich plants, providing move-
ment, colour and interest for all, as 
well as being beneficial pollinators.

But the grim summers of the last 
two years and the cold, wet weather 
this late spring and early summer 
have all contributed to a reduction in 
numbers, according to Butterfly Con-
servation, the world’s largest research 
institute for butterflies and moths.

“This spring could have been cata-
strophic for butterflies because it 
means we will have had three really 
bad breeding seasons in a row,” said 
Dr Martin Warren, the charity’s chief 
executive. 

“We have evidence that even com-
mon butterflies such as the small  
tortoiseshell are getting much rarer. 
Almost three-quarters of UK butterfly 
species have decreased in population 
during the last decade. Last year we 
saw a quarter less butterflies than in 
the previous year.”

Dr Warren said: “In 2010 and 2011 
we had a really bad July and August, 
as butterflies struggled to feed, fly and 
find a mate in the chilly conditions. 
The cold, wet weather in summer  
reduces their chances of survival.”

The charity is urging people to take 

part in this year’s Big Butterfly Count, 
from Saturday, July 14, until Sunday, 
August 5, in which people record their 
sightings to provide the vital data that  
helps to determine how best to con-
serve the UK’s butterflies.

To enter, just find a sunny place 

and spend 15 minutes counting every 
butterfly seen and then submit sight-
ings at www.bigbutterflycount.org.

The group is also hoping that gar-
deners can help boost populations by 
encouraging a small patch of their 
garden to grow wild, so providing a 
haven for threatened species.

Dr Warren said: “Habitats where 
butterflies breed are becoming much 
smaller, as people have gone for  
formal gardens and more pesticide 
use. Butterflies tend to breed in long 
grasses and wildflower meadows, but 
much of that habitat has been lost.”

Leaving a patch of your garden wild 
doesn’t mean it will just be a mess, he 
said. Seeding it with herbs such as 
oregano, thyme and marjoram will 
not only provide rich nectar sources 
for butterflies but will also be useful in 
the kitchen.

Buddleia has long been seen as the 
key species to attract red admirals, 
peacocks and small tortoiseshells, but 
less showy plants such as clover, ivy 
and daisies provide caterpillars and 
butterflies with food and shelter.

Steer clear of ‘double flowers’ as 
they tend to produce much less nectar 
than single-flowered varieties. F1  
hybrid plants also usually produce 
very little pollen.

Spare a few brambles and nettles 
from the chop and plant some wild 
flowers and you will be providing your 
garden butterflies with a vital source 
of food and shelter.

Verbenas are good nectar plants, 
especially Verbena bonariensis, a popu-
lar South American border perennial. 

Michaelmas daisies, including as-
ters, lavender, the ice plant (Sedum 
spectabile), scabious and honesty, are 
all butterfly magnets.

Certainly this year’s garden shows 
so far, including Chelsea, have shown 
a move away from formal towards 
more natural planting with native 
species – and if we all follow suit, we 
may give the butterflies the boost they 
so desperately need.

 The Big Butterfly Count runs 
from Saturday, July 14, to Sun-
day, August 5. 
See www.bigbutterflycount.org.

Homes & Gardens
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Now’s the time for us to 

WELL, even though I decided not to 
do so many tubs at home this year 
because of the watering situation, I 
seem to have still had my fair share 

of them to plant up recently. 
I did some at The Windmill in Hollingbourne, 

where I used seasonal bedding in the big old  
barrels; then for the front window boxes I went a 
bit more contemporary and stuck with a green-
and-grey planting scheme.

I also did some at Pearson’s Arms in Whit- 
stable, where I seem to have gone a bit red, white 
and blue with the window boxes without really 
realising… must be all the Jubilee and Olympics 
festivity around. Bless them, though – they do 
get a bashing from the sea there – so I am  
moving more towards succulents and alpines as 
they seem the best for this harsh environment.

Did I mention the Olympics? Not a word to 
mention in my house – I have a very anti  
husband who is sure the whole country is going 
to seize up in congested chaos. Which I am sure 
will not be the case, but perhaps it would be an 
ideal  time to do some ‘working from home’ – not 
that I would encourage anyone to flounder in 
their duties, but what a good opportunity to 

by LUCY HEWETT

LUCY’S
PATCH

move the office into the garden, weather and 
electrical sockets permitting. I am sure that, 
being situated in this delightful environment, 
productivity will increase tenfold as the garden 
is awash with colour and summer bedding 
reaches its intensity.

 Then at the end of the day and work is done – 
or you are just fed up with squinting at the screen 

as the sun reflects off it – allow yourself some 
time to relax and enjoy the richness of the  
borders and the delicious scents of summer. 

Dare I even suggest an impromptu barbecue 
or meal outside, which after the wash of the  
Jubilee celebrations I feel rather cautious about; 
it seems the only way I can make myself sit and  
enjoy this space that I have spent so much time 
tending.

However, you have put the work in, so now 
the least you can do is take the time to enjoy it.

But don’t get too comfy, as we know there is 
always something that needs doing in the  
garden, so here are some jobs you can get on 
with after you have had a little relax: 

Flowers
Lift, divide and replant congested flag irises  

after flowering. 
Cut down dead delphinium flower spikes. 
Deadhead border perennials and bedding 

plants to ensure continuous flowering.
Autumn-flowering bulbs such as crocuses, 

amaryllis and nerines can be planted now. 
Bring in the butterflies: Lantana camara beats 

even the buddleia for pulling power. 
Harvest lavender flowers before they are fully 

open for the finest fragrance.
Lawn

Keep lawn-edges trimmed – my old RHS tutor 
used to advise trimming the edges of the lawn 
first because this will make the whole garden 
look neater. I believe he was right. 

You may notice ants infesting your lawn by 
mid-summer. Brushing out the nests on a dry 

Tel 0844 381 4984 • www.curtainspolesblinds.com

40% OFF 
BLACKOUT BLINDS!

Ready made curtains NOT THE RIGHT DROP? We can alter them for you.
Great range of colours on our own range of blackout curtains 

Click - CPB blackout curtains Call 0844 381 4984 for friendly informed advice.
Tracks, poles and blinds available at a click! 

Call now for a friendly, local service and further information

www.favershamhomeimprovements.co.uk

Bi-fold doors &
conservatories of distinction

First class, friendly service and
highest quality products.

Call today for a free
no obligation quote
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day is the best method of control before mowing. 
Raise the blades slightly if the weather is dry to 
help the grass to stay greener. 

Apply a liquid summer-lawn fertiliser and dig 
out problem lawn weeds or treat with weedkill-
er. I do have to laugh at this one as my lawn is in 
such a terrible state – my Terry has decided this 
will be his project when he has more time when 
he retires. At the moment it is more clover than 
grass and seems to have sunk in various places 
as there used to be a swimming pool here years 
ago. It doesn’t really bother me as I think it just 
reflects the lumpy-bumpy thatched roof and 
rambling  cottage garden – we can’t be having 
everything pristine now, can we?

Trees and shrubs
Prune bay trees and other evergreen shrubs 

(always remember you can trim box after Derby 
Day) to keep their shape. Keep an eye out for 
thickened and curled margins on the bay as this 
is a sign of the bay sucker – remove suckers from 
the base of trees and roses.

Take cuttings from shrubs.
On variegated trees and shrubs, prune out 

shoots that have reverted to plain green.
In the veg or fruit patch

Sow Cabbages (to pick as spring greens), kale 
and spinach beet. Continue successional sow-
ings of beetroot, summer lettuce, radish, salad 
onion and spinach. These should mature before 
the first frosts but are likely to be the last crops 
that do so. 

Pinch out growing points of runner beans 
when they reach the top of the supports. 

Keep an eye out for any cabbage-white butter-
fly eggs.

Lightly cut back sage when flowering has  
finished. 

Thin apples, pears and plums where fruit ap-
pears to be overcrowded.

Tie in new raspberry canes to support wires.
Spray apples and gooseberries with a fungi-

cide.
Bury blackberry shoot tips and peg down for 

new plants.
Yellow and distorted leaves on cherry indicate 

a powdery mildew problem.
Greenhouse Continue pinching out tomato 
sideshoots to leave one main stem, which should 
be tied to a bamboo cane for support. Water daily 
and feed weekly.

Hang up sticky yellow traps to catch whitefly 
and other flying insects.
Plant out Brocolli, calabrese and winter cab-
bages, including savoys and cauliflowers.
Harvest You should have quite a few things 
ready now in the veg patch for harvesting –  
remember to keep picking as if you leave crops to 
go to seed you will not get any more coming. 

The biggest croppers are, of course, courgettes 
– check these daily, or by the time you have 
looked away and looked back again they will 
have turned into marrows. You will no doubt 
have a glut of these at some point, so you could 
try making some courgette muffins, a favourite 
in our house and similar in taste to carrot cake. 

So much for relaxing. With that lot to do, it’ll 
be a quick five-minute sit-down if you’re lucky!

Homes & Gardens

enjoy our gardens. But first...
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The future shines with Solar Air 
SOLAR Air UK is a Kent-based company 

that for many years have been install-
ing green-energy products for home- 
owners, business, schools and farm-

ers. Its products include PV solar panels under 
the Government’s FITS payment arrangement,  
solar thermal hot water panels, air source heat 
pumps, energy monitor meters, low-energy 
lighting and spray-foam roof insulation.

Solar Air UK has saved its customers thou-
sands of pounds on their ever-increasing energy 
bill – and whose  energy bills are going down 
these days?!

Solar Air UK doesn’t only sell and install for 
their customers, it also installs for a large number 
of other companies across the UK. It is the eighth- 
biggest installer in the country, with more than 
5,000 installations completed to date.

Solar Air UK – unlike any other UK solar  
company – has the UK rights for a PV solar- 
panel coating that can increase the output of a 
solar panel by up to 18 per cent, meaning any  
customer buying PV Solar from Solar Air UK will 
get a better return on their investment. 

The company can also coat already-fitted  
panels. For further details, visit www.solarairuk.
com or phone 0800 917 6859.

Further to its success in the PV industry, Solar 
Air UK has now also opened a training centre in 
Hersden, near Canterbury. 

The centre gained City & Guilds-approval  
status in May and offers a range of electrical,  
renewable-energy and health-and-safety cours-
es at competitive prices. 

Courses including wiring regulations, inspec-
tion and testing, solar PV, solar thermal and 
heat pumps are available, as well as domestic  
energy assessment (EPC) and the forthcoming 

Green Deal Advisor qualification. The spacious 
two-storey unit houses two main meeting rooms 
and working test rigs. For further details, visit  
www.sotrain.co.uk or phone 01227 713 586.

AIR COMES THE SUN: Green-energy products 
such as solar panels can save home-owners 
thousands of pounds.  
Solar Air UK has completed more than 5,000 
installations, making it the eighth-largest such  
installer in the country.  
It also installs for a large number of other  
companies across the UK. 
In an exciting development, it has secured the UK 
rights for a solar-panel coating that can increase  
the panel’s output by up to 18 per cent. 

SWANS KITCHENS, BATHROOMS & BEDROOMS
80 Parrock Road  Gravesend  Kent  DA12 1QP 

Tel: 01474 569070

12 Door Styles
36 Colours

Full Installation Service

DAVAL FITTED BEDROOMSDAVAL FITTED BEDROOMS

25% DISCOUNT 
on all fitted bedrooms

Free Design Service
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SUMMER SPECIALS
Sandstone Paving from £15.50m2

Why pay more at a superstore!

Visit our Showroom
Stone Court, Stone Way, Lakesview

Business Park, Hersden, Kent CT3 4GP

Monday-Friday 7.30am-5pm
Saturday 8am-1pm  Sunday Closed

All prices subject to VAT

Tel: 01227 713832
www.ukstoneimports.com

enquiries@ukstoneimports.com
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• Riven Slabs 450sq £1.89 + VAT
• Natural Sandstone, Mix Patio Pack £18.99 sqm + VAT
• Assorted Textured Slabs £3.50 + VAT to £5.95 + VAT
• Assorted Rutland Paving from £2.69 + VAT
• Sleepers New Treated Green and Brown

2.4 metre £14.95 + VAT, 3 metre £19.95 + VAT
• Old Reclaimed Sleepers 2.6 metre
• Decking available in different sizes

from £1.89 + VAT per metre

• Jumbo Bags Aggregate from £33.95 + VAT
• Paper bags of cement £2.99 + vat

Also available Ready Mixed Concrete
and Screed
Large selection of Fencing, Bricks and Timber
For all your DIY needs from small screws 
to concrete and patio’s

Tel: 01227 455 565 • Fax: 01227 479 700
TTrade & Retail Open: Mon-Fri 7.00-5.30pmrade & Retail Open: Mon-Fri 7.00-5.30pm

Open all-day SaturdayOpen all-day Saturday
Unit 12, Wincheap Ind Est, Cotton Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3RB

www.mitchambuildingsupplies.co.uk
canterbury@mbs.uk.com

Offers apply to KOS Readers
Please mention or 

produce this advert

SAME DAY
DELIVERY

(diverse delivery fleet)

RUTLAND PRE-PACKED PAVING 
ONLY £129.95 + vat - 7.2 square metres

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR
BUILDING SUPPLIES
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CELEBRATING its 50th anni-
versary this year, KEF (Kent 
Engineering & Foundry) has 
become synonymous through-

out the world as a true pioneer in audio 
reproduction. 

Established in Maidstone in 1961 by 
former BBC engineer Raymond Cooke 
OBE, KEF has maintained a flair for  
unusual and controversial speaker  
engineering, design and material use. 

KEF has always driven innovation in 
sound, with examples such as the iconic 
egg, muon (left) and blade speakers. 

The stunning new R Series from KEF 
features many of KEF’s latest innovations 

in premium hi-fi and home-entertainment 
loudspeaker technology. 

The R Series seeks to make higher-end 
audiophile standards of sound reproduc-
tion more affordable. 

Fluent new Uni-Q® driver arrays com-
bine with new bass drivers and several 
other innovations to create a rich, spa-
cious sound image of such accur- 
acy that it approaches the benchmark  
standards of KEF’s highly-acclaimed  

Reference Series loudspeaker range.
Jason Kennedy, of leading audio public- 

ation Hi-Fi Choice Magazine, said of the 
the R700 floorstander: “The R700 is an 
exceptionally-finished floorstanding loud-
speaker; the piano black sample that took 
up residence in my listening room is one of 
the sleekest I’ve used in a long while… the 
R700’s image spectacularly well with 
voices and other acoustic sources…  
if you want a speaker that delivers the full 
shape and flow of the music, then hear 
this.”

With nine elegant models including 
three floorstanders, two bookshelf speak-

ers, two fully-specified and timbre-
matched centre channels, dipole sur-
rounds and a powerful twin driver, 500 
Watt subwoofer, the all-new R Series  
represents a decisive step forward in the 
enjoyment of music or film. 

What’s more, with two beautifully  
elegant high gloss piano finishes and two 
luxurious real wood veneers from which 
to choose, the R Series represents not only 
class-leading audio performance but 
beautifully elegant designs that will suit 
any home interior.
• To hear the latest KEF R Series you can 
visit official KEF retailer Home Media, 24-
26 Union Street, Maidstone ME 14 1ED. 
With years of professional expertise with-
in the audio industry, you will be able to 
experience a friendly and relaxed expert 
demonstration in two well-appointed  
listening rooms.

Whether it is high-end two-channel 
stereo or cinematic surround sound that 
might interest you, let Home Media intro-
duce R Series to you and welcome you to 
the amazing world of High Definition 
sound.

Tune in for a remarkable 
     listening experience
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www.distinctivehome.co.uk Furniture Lighting

Interiors

Outdoors Jewellery

20% 
OFF 
Voucher Code
'Order' 

DOMESTIC
INSTALLER APPROVED CONTRACTOR

SOUTHGATE
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms.

FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’
For enquiries call

01227 712790
07889 895394

Do you need that extra space?...
...If so you could

purchase a fantastic
glassroom from just

£3995 
fully installed!

Usually taking only days to complete
For free design & quotation call

0800 298 2450
(7 days 8am-8pm)

Affordable Glassrooms
More for Less

www.craftsmanuk.com/glassrooms

NOW WITH FREE CONCRETE BASE

Rosemary Nursery
Plant Colour for the Olympics

Bedding Geraniums - 4 Pack £1.50
General Bedding Plants - 6 & 9 Packs £1.50 each

Basket Plants - £1.00 each or 12 for £10.00
Roses £5.00 - Shrubs from £5.00

Cottage Garden Plants from 50p - £2.50
All Filled and Hanging Baskets reduced in price

BUY DIRECT FROM THEGROWER
Find us between the spitfire museum @ Kent Int. Airport & Margate Crematorium

10 - 5 Mon to Sat   10 - 4 Sun
Manston Road Margate CT9 4LT 

01843 823282 - yell.com

ESJ REMOVALS
Man and Van

• Local, National and International Collections and Deliveries
• Office Moves • House clearances antique and modern

• furniture bought and sold • Probate • Domestic Cleaning
• Licence for Waste Removal

Over 16 Years Experience CRB Checked - Fully Insured

Tel: 01843 852024
Mob: 07527 859124

esj_removals@hotmail.co.uk

EAST KENT TIMBER LTD
INDEPENDENT T IMBER  MERCHANT

Wood you can trust, Trade & Retail

Tel: 01227 738838
www.eastkenttimber.co.uk

Howfield Lane, Chartham, Canterbury, Kent CT4 7HQ

Free local delivery

Garden Sleepers 
and Decking Kits

Create MAXIMUM storage whilst using LESS space!

07725 952521
www.aa-gliderobes.co.uk

• Made to measure sliding wardrobe
system

• Free design & quotation
• Fitted interiors to customer

requirements 
• Matching bedroom furniture available
• Safety backed mirror or wooden 

panel doors
• Choice of solidwood or laminated

frames

A&A GLIDEROBESA&A GLIDEROBES



HOMES To read this and other property 
stories visit our property blog @

…or smartphone users 
can scan this QR code

Stunning setting an ideal 

place to enjoy rural life 

within reach of the city
IN terms of a great location in which to live, the 
attractive village of Hoo St Werburgh has much 
to recommend it. 

Hoo St Werburgh is not only surrounded by 
countryside but it also benefits from good 
connections to places farther afield. 

The Old Stables is a new residential quarter 
being built by Bellway that is attracting couples 
and families who are looking for a tranquil 
environment in which to settle down, but one 
that also offers good local amenities.

House prices start from £198,950 and  
there is a range of three- and four-bedroom 
homes from which to choose. 

Buyers at The Old Stables can select  
from one of 15 different house types and  
if customers are struggling to sell their old 
home Bellway will consider part-exchange 
arrangements or work with them using their 
Express Mover Service to sell an old house  
at no extra cost.

For commuters, The Old Stables is close  
to the M20 and M25 and the Dartford Tunnel  
is just 20 minutes away. Travel time to London 
by train from Rochester station is less than 40 
minutes, while the new high-speed service  
from Ebbsfleet gets to London St Pancras  
in 18 minutes. 

For international travel, Gatwick and  
Heathrow airports are both within easy reach. 
The Channel Tunnel itself is just an hour’s drive  
away, with Dover offering some of the fastest 
ferry crossings to France and the Low Countries.

For more information, visit www.bellway.co.uk 
or phone the sales centre on 0800 0437777.

BUYERS seeking to move up the property ladder 
from their first to second home are increasingly 
seeking financial help from their parents as costs 
rise, according to new research.

First-time buyers were usually 
associated with drawing 
on ‘The Bank of 
Mum and Dad’ – 
but with the cost of 
moving up the lad-
der now out at an 
average of £41,000 
second-steppers are 
also doing so.

One in six second- 
steppers  are considering ask-
ing their family for financial 
support to make the next move on 
the housing ladder, a study from 
Lloyds TSB shows.

A total of 52 per cent of second-steppers 
believe a shortfall or lack of a deposit will im-
pact the purchase of their new house.

A recent Lloyds TSB report highlighted that 
62 per cent of second-steppers have wanted to 
climb up the ladder in the past 12 months but 
have been unable to do so as they face an in-
creasing number of challenges.

In percentage terms, second-steppers in the 
South East face the biggest premium to trade up 
at 52 per cent and will need almost £85,000 to 
trade up from the typical first property to their 
second home.

The majority of second-steppers will be hoping 
to use savings or equity in their current property 
to fund the move to their second property. How-
ever, one in six are also considering going back 
to their family to ask for financial support. 

The research revealed 44 per cent of first-time 
buyers received help from someone for the de-

posit on their first property. The average loan 
size that first-time buyers received from family or 
friends the first time around reached almost 
£13,000 and many are looking for a similar 

amount again to help them move up the  
ladder.

The additional capital needed by 
second-steppers stands at an aver-

age of £41,000, a 194 per 
cent increase on the 

£14,000 required 10 
years ago. Two-

thirds of first-
time buyers 
are living 
in flats or 

t e r r a c e d 
houses with an 

average value of a 
flat at £148,502. 

Meanwhile, more than half 
hope that their next move will be to a 

three-bedroom house. The average price for a 
semi-detached house is currently £189,312.

This means that those looking to make this 
move face a 27 per cent premium just to trade up 
before adding on the cost of moving or the fact 
there may be an equity shortfall in their current 
property. 

Since 2001, the average cost associated with 
moving home for someone who already owns a 
home rose by 69 per cent from £5,290 in 2001 
to £8,922 in 2011.

Upsizing? Second-time buyers are 
increasingly reliant on family cash
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Got a question
about property?
Get advice from our
property experts and
share your own property
tips in AskMe, our new
Q&A section.

WELCOME TO THE ALL-NEW 24homes .co.uk
your local property portal
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Kent at your service
Email us at classified@kosmedia.co.uk              Telephone us on 01303 817150 Fax us on 01303 817001To Advertise

First Rate Service, Quality Products

FENCING
An independent builder's merchant
providing a wide range of materials
and services including bag
materials, paving, timber,
decking and much more.

B&K MASTERS & SON 
01795 842242 Over 60 yrs experience

Woodgate Lane, Danaway, Nr. Borden,
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 7QB Just off M2 & A249

Custom made to
your specifications

BUILDING SERVICES

The Complete Building Solution
• Architectural Design & Planning
• Extensions
• Loft Conversions
• Refurbishments
• New Builds
• Carpentry & Joinery
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Plumbing & Electrical
• Interior Design
• Painting & Decoration
• Building Maintenance

T: 01634 255352 

T: 01795 841144

M: 07786 000200

BUILDING SERVICES

Professional Computer Support
Services for your Home or Business

✓ Network Installation

✓ Microsoft Sbs 2003 to 2011 Specialists

✓ Computer Supply and Repairs

✓ Upgrades

✓ Virus & Spyware removal

✓ Corporate Antivirus Software providers

✓ Data Recovery

✓ Managed Support Services

✓ Cisco Installation and Support

✓ Backup Solutions

For a full list please visit www.premone.co.uk

If you are a company looking to buy IT Products
online, please visit our online store

www.premone.net, over 50,000 products online

If you are looking to buy IT Products
online, please visit our online store

www.premone.net, over 70,000 products online

COMPUTER SERVICES

A COMPUTER PROBLEM?
PC Repairs, Upgrades, Virus Spyware Removals

Latop Screens, Crashes, Web Design, Development
Wireless Networking, Broadband Problems

Systems problems, Installations

Fixed Onsite by
Microsoft Certified Engineers

NO FIX - NO FEE
Immediate Call out

�07984 795 327

COMPUTER SERVICES

COMPUTER SERVICES

WINDOWS DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

For free quotes, ring:

01795 661616

ENHANCE YOUR HOME WITH
EST 1986

Registered No: 12792

No deposit
required
Payment on
complete
satisfaction 

DOUBLE GLAZING

01227 749214
info@ablegrepairs.co.uk

Able Glazing and Repairs Ltd.
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Repairs include: 
• Misted glass

• Replacement Hinges
and Handles

• Replacement Windows
and Doors in PVCu

or Aliuminium
• CERTAS Registerd Installer

01227 388143

DOUBLE GLAZING

Payne and Son
Electrical
Service

www.payneandsonelectrical.co.uk

Part P registered 
established 20 years

07931-869263
01795-553633
01227-250077

Installation - Maintenance
All Insurance work undertaken

ELECTRICIANS

SOUTHGATE
ELECTRICAL

SERVICES
Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms.

FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’
For enquiries call

01227 712790
07889 895394

DOMESTIC
INSTALLER APPROVED CONTRACTOR

ELECTRICIANS

FENCING

AMEND GARDEN SERVICES

07767 082522 01227 283719
For a free and friendly quote, call Mike on

• Paddocks, Meadows & Greens Mowed
• Regular Grass & Hedge Cutting

• Garden Clearance • Lawn Treatments
• Weed Control•All gardening work covered 

• Seasonal Leaf Clearance

GREAT DEALS FOR BLOCK
PAVING & PATIO CLEANING

Covering Herne Bay, Whitstable,
Canterbury, Thanet & the surrounding areas

GARDENING / LANDSCAPING

M & A
DECORATING and

GUTTERING SERVICES
• All interior and exterior
decorating undertaken

• Gutter renew or repair from plastic
cast iron or aluminium, concrete

gutters relined or repaired
• Gutters cleaned out

• Also gutters, fascias & soffits and
conservatory roofs washed down

• All small building work
• Plastering repairs

• General plastering and rendering
• Complete roofing repairs

• Free estimates and advice

01843 260475 
07970 356136

madecoratingguttering.co.uk
Email: info@madecoratingguttering.co.uk

✁

GENERAL SERVICES

Spray foam insulation system for 
internal walls and roofs that provides 

a seamless airtight solutiion, which, unlike
conventional insulation materials, is spray applied

Foam insulation system 
for internal walls and roofs

t: 01227 712659       07890 913 941
e: info@solarairuk.com

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES
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A to B Transport
The House Clearance Specialists

Our company is a professional
waste removal company, we do not
purchase items for resale, you pay
us for the removal of unwanted
household items and for their safe
and correct disposal.

Tel: 01843 593938 Mob: 07971 849358
Tel: 01304 340091 Tel: 01227 290527

www.a-to-b-transport.co.uk
E-mail atobtransport@fsmail.net

Fully licensed waste carriers/Fully insured/CRB checked

HOUSE  CLEARANCE

ESJ REMOVALS
Man and Van

Local, National & International
Collections and Deliveries

Office Moves
House clearances antique and modern 

furniture bought and sold
Probate

Domestic Cleaning
Licence for Waste Removal

Over 16 Years Experience CRB Checked - Fully Insured
Tel: 01843 869233

Mob: 07527 859124
esj_removals@hotmail.co.uk

HOUSE  CLEARANCE

York Road MOT Centre
Mot – Servicing 

– Diagnostics – Clutches
– Exhausts – Welding

Local Pick up 
& drop off

Quote KOS for a £40 MOT
Call 01227 749595

MOTORS

MERIDIAN
VEHICLE

CLEARANCES
CARS,VANS,TRUCKS MPVS

BEST PRICES PAID FROM
£130+£1500

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED
NO COMEBACKS

ALL PAPERWORK DONE BY US
PHONE LINES OPEN 8-8

7 DAYS A WEEK

07932 878509
01634 648088

MOTORS

Cars, Vans, 4x4s,
Non Runners,

Accidental damage &
MOT failures.

Extra paid for Alloy
Wheels & MoTs

All Wanted for CASH
£120 to £500 Paid

01634 312273
07912 306068

(Anytime)

WANTED
MOTORS

TJ Plumbing &
Heating Services
• Service and installation

• Replacement and repair

• Gas fires, combi boilers, 
water heaters & cookers

• Fully insured and 
reliable service

01795 475391
07912 940875

Boiler Service £50
Landlords Certificate £60

Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99

PLUMBING

D.L.PLUMBING
• FREE estimate service
• FREE call-out (24 hours)
• FREE phone advice
• FREE 1 hour response

Skilled plumber on-call
Direct line to engineer

0800 023 1261

PLUMBING

Water Garden
Specialist

Construction, Maintenance, 
Trouble Shooting,
Stocking, Advice, 

Free Estimates.

Call 01843 835275

POND

RUSSELL’S
PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
PAINTING AND DECORATING

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
• paint stripping
• plastering repairs
• gutters cleared, repaired or renewed
• conservatories, patios, block paving

and driveways jet washed
• general garden maintenance
• sheds, fences and decking treated

NO JOB TOO SMALL
OAPs DISCOUNT

Call me today for a competitive price

01843 596346
or

07753 251888

✁

✁

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

MULTI SKILLED TRADESMAN
Painting, decorating,

plumbing, tiling, brickwork
No job too small

GSI PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Tel. John on
01227 - 363192
07842 - 147215
john.pye1@talktalk.net

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Call Simon on 

01843 595979
or 07727 687538

■ Carpentry
■ Plumbing
■ Guttering
■ Fascias
■ Tiling

Complete
Property 
Maintenance

From a leaking roof 
to a dripping tap i’ve got 

it covered....

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

SECURITY

TM

SHREDDING

SECURITY
SHREDDING

SERVICE

0845 071 2351

www.castlesremovals.co.uk     

Prevent fraud and securely destroy ...

YOU DROP WE SHRED ORWE SHRED YOU WATCH ORYOU SHRED WE WATCH

SECURITY AND ALARMS

FREE NVQ2 in
Management,

Customer Service,
Business

Administration 
Nationally recognised qualifications delivered in your workplace

If you are 19+, employed and have no qualifications* (fewer than
5 GCSE A-C passes) you are entitled to a free NVQ Level 2

- but funding offer ends July 2012 so book now!
No exams, all based on the job you do

Call Kate to book
07802 250508, kate@cmcaustmarketing.com

www.cmcaustmarketing.com 
* Call for full eligibility criteria

TUTORS
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Price:
£19,205
Driving appeal:
not driven yet
Image:

Space:

Value:

Running costs:

Reliability:

How green?:

Best rival:
BMW 1-Series

A
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VW upsizes with the 
bigger five-door Up

Dacia launches some 
real SUV competition

Family hatchback  
is a genuine contender

First GEAR
MOTORING NEWS

This Korean 
has still got 
soul and has 
lots more to 
tempt you

DON’T LIKE

‘‘‘‘
NOT SURE

‘‘‘‘
REALLY LIKE

‘‘‘‘

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk
By Steve Loader

THERE is a sense of ‘You ain’t seen nothing yet’ 
about the impending arrival of Audi’s third- 
generation A3 hatchback.

The model has already proved strong demand 
for a family hatch-size model with premium 
appeal, but downsizing has a firm hold on both 
company and private car-buyers now; swapping 
a bigger car for something smaller is a lot easier 
on your image if you replace it with something 
of known status, quality and sportiness.

And that’s just what the A3 should offer 
when it arrives in September – order books are 
open, with prices from £19,205.

Available initially as a three-door, though we 
can confidently expect a five-door Sportback 
shortly after, it marks an evolution rather than 
revolution in style over its predecessor.

This approach has served Audi well before; 
customers know their car’s second-hand values 
are never going to be poleaxed by a radically- 
reworked successor.

However, if the exterior is unremarkable, 
much has been done beneath it: Audi says it 
benefits from new lightweight construction 
technology – already seen on other models – 
saving fuel and improving dynamics.

As a result, the all-new A3 is an impressive 
80kg lighter on average than its predecessor.

Similar attention has been lavished on fit and 
finish and overall build quality – not that it was 
poor before – and Audi claims the premium 
cabin “breaks new ground in the class with 
standards of materials, workmanship and 
ergonomics that genuinely push the  
boundaries at this level”.

Beautifully made, then, but not cheap, with 
entry prices not far below 20 grand. At least the 
basic specs are not as miserly as Audis of old, 
with standard kit including alloys, air-con, 
premium sound system with electrically-folding 
screen, Bluetooth and iPod connection, sat-nav 
preparation kit and multi-function controls on 
the steering wheel.

As with previous A3s, we can be sure the 
newcomer will be no mug in the handling 
department, either, but the entry-level SE comes 
with the most comfort-orientated suspension, 
while midway Sport and flagship S line versions 
have a firmer sport setting, with a tuning pack 
available as a no-cost option on the S Line. 
Sport and S line buyers can also opt for the SE 
standard suspension if they wish.

Downsizers who tend to live in the car will 
like the way even the SE can be specc’d up via 
Audi’s MMI navigation plus package, allowing 
upgrades on the sat-nav, plus ‘jukebox’ music 
storage, Google Earth, Google Street View, Audi 
online traffic information and internet access.

The engine options are redeveloped  
favourites that are up to 12 per cent better  
on fuel than their predecessors: there are 
turbocharged petrol 1.4-litre and 1.8-litre  
units plus three versions of a 2.0-litre TDI,  
all driving the front wheels.

New A3 weaves a real dream 
of beauty for the downsizers

… that there’s no five-door A3 option from the 
off. Many buyers will want to hold on until this 
more practical Sportback option arrives

… it offers good value versus a Golf from sister 
brand VW, but downsizers will feel better about 
their choice by having that premium badge

… how Audi, without tinkering with the A3’s  
simple good looks, has further refined quality 
and build, weight-saving and running costs

STYLISH: 
Audi’s new A3 
gives drivers 
many reasons 
to downsize 
and feel good 
about it
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APPLE’S late boss Steve Jobs would have loved 
the look of the Chevrolet Volt hybrid.

The interior is awash with white – on the  
centre console, dashboard and doors, plus touch- 
sensitive controls – while colour screens replace 
conventional displays.

Excellent sound-proofing also means a sci-fi 
feel endures even as battery power wanes and 
the Volt’s ‘range extender’ 86bhp 1.4-litre Astra 
petrol engine eases in automatically.

The Volt – or should that be the iVolt – also 
rides well on everything from dual carriageways 
to flaky rural lanes with dodgy cambers.

There’s little doubt it’s a game-changer, sit-
ting between first-generation hybrids like the 
Toyota Prius, struggling overall to outperform 
‘eco-internal combustion’ models like the VW 
Golf BlueMotion – dynamically, ecologically and 
economically – and all-electrics like the Nissan 
Leaf that induce range anxiety in drivers.

OK, the Volt costs £29,995, after deducting 
the Government’s £5,000 plug-in grant – some 
four grand more than a grant-assisted Leaf – but 
full-electric car-buyers need extra cash anyway 
for taxis/hire cars, trains, planes or even a con-
ventional second car for when their electric 
wonder-motor won’t stretch without sparking 
range anxiety.

Yet the Volt is fully rechargeable via a stand-
ard power socket in six hours and offers up to 50 
miles’ electric-only local motoring or daily  
commuting – the latter assuming it can be re-
charged at the office.

If it runs out, though, or is needed for long- 
distance weekends and holidays, it switches  
automatically from batteries to petrol. Official 
stats are: combined consumption of 235mpg 
and road tax/Congestion Charge-exempt CO2 
emissions of 27g/km

Like the hippy dreamcatcher-style of the  
Toyota Prius, it won’t tickle your driving senses; 

it’s fully automatic and if you wind it up – wind-
ing those batteries down – you feel the weight of 
twin powertrains plus batteries and fuel. 

This sees the car wanting to run wide if you 
get silly on a bend – kerb weight is 1,700kg 
against 1,400 for a similar-size Chevy Cruze. 

To justify the racy looks and superhero light-
ning bolt through the name badge, you can at 
least select Sport mode and hit 62mph in nine 
seconds to beat big-exhaust/puny-engine Saxo 
boy away from the lights, but this soon poleaxes 
the batteries.

It feels like a coupé inside, though, with its low 
roofline, flashy dash and two noticeably separate 
rear seats – caused by slight intrusion from the 
battery array. And while this makes it a definite 
four-seater hatchback, it is a comfortable one 
with proper boot, and top spec including Bose 
sounds and heated seats.

The array of information is impressive, but 
you can just get into the car and drive – just 

watch the green ball on the screen dead ahead.
Drive steadily and it floats serenely in the mid-

dle of its tube-like gauge. Floor the throttle or 
brake hard, though, and it bounces up or down 
and burns bright – the message is obvious and 
you soon learn to adjust your driving without 
ball-watching, but you’ll get even more from the 
car by studying the handbook.

Key buyers will be the tech-mad, plus savvy 
business and private buyers looking beyond a 
high upfront price to big tax savings, though 
Chevrolet UK insists the car’s technology and 
finish make it good value, echoing Chevrolet’s 
thrifty market stance – though I can imagine 
many buyers preferring the prestige of a BMW 
3-Series eco-model.

There are just two Volt dealerships for now –
Wimbledon and Cambridge – though it can be 
ordered from any Chevy dealer, and you can be 
sure the car can be serviced by a Vauxhall-dealer 
selling the near-identical Ampera.

Apple overtones in the ‘iVolt’

BOUNCING 
BALL: To 
ensure the 
most green 
use of power, 
drivers just 
need to keep 
an eye on  
the ball on  
the dash

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Steve Loader

First GEAR

Driving appeal:
Image:
Space:
Value:
Running costs:
Reliability:
How green?:
Road tax: Zero
Best rival: BMW 3 Series
Kent dealers:
Perry’s Whitfield 
Dover 01304 827500
FG Barnes 
Maidstone  08433 160885
Caffyns 
Tunbridge Wells  08433 160843 
Whitmores 
Chislehurst  0208 3020911 
Edenbridge  01732 782400

CHEVROLET VOLT : PRICE £29,995 (with Govt grant)  FACT FILE

MOTORING NEWS

MOTORING Visit carsforkent.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN has opened  
the order book on five-door 
versions of its Up city car  
for August delivery, with  
prices from £8,360 – £365 
more than the equivalent 
three-door model. 

It shares the 2.42-metre 
wheelbase that allows an airy 
cabin within a modest length of  
just 3.54m. The five-door 
variant is expected to take 
more than half of all UK  
Up sales.

SALES of Hyundai’s suave  
new i30 family hatchback 
range are to be boosted soon 
by the arrival of the Tourer 
(estate) model.

Prices have yet to be 
released, but the Korean 
marque, which is proving a 
genuine threat to established 
mainstream marques like  
VW, Ford and Vauxhall, expects 
the Tourer to add a further  
30 per cent to i30 sales  
across Europe.

RENAULT-owned Romanian 
car brand Dacia – pronounced 
‘Datch-ee-er’ – launches at the 
end of this month, when order 
books open for its Duster SUV.

It will be astonishing value  
at under £10,000 and a 
curtain-raiser for the even 
cheaper Sandero family car, 
priced at less than £7,000. 

They are being sold via 
selected Renault dealers  
and both go on the road next 
January.

Less than 10K 
for Dacia SUV

Tourer boost 
for Hyundai 

Up goes up 
two doors
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Crossover still not ‘out-souled’
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk

By Steve Loader

SOUL proved to be a great name for 
Kia’s innovative urban crossover, 
launched in 2008.

For here was a car that did indeed 
show Kia had soul – it was the first 
time the ambitious Korean brand 
had stepped outside of the main-
stream market.

It may have been outclassed a  
little since then by new crossover 
arrivals, but it has never been ‘out-
souled’; even after a radical revamp 
for 2012 it remains great value 
from £12,495, with Kia’s unique 
peace-of-mind seven-year or 
100,000-mile warranty. 

The makeover included revised 
powertrains and, notably, six-speed 
gearboxes as standard to boost  
performance while cutting fuel 
consumption, emissions and run-
ning costs. 

The Soul’s distinctive chunky 
styling was sharpened by changes 
to the grilles, lights, front bodywork 
and wheels. 

Following a recent trend across 
its range, Kia also added quality to 
the interior to match the durability 
that was already there.

All versions have even more 

equipment than before, but the 
range has been streamlined to Soul 
1 and Soul 2, plus the Hunter – as 
tested here – and Quantum ‘Soul 
Originals’, the latest in a rolling 
programme of specials with unique 
styling and trim.

Kia sees the five-seat/five-door 
car as an urban crossover – small 
enough to be handy in the city but 
big and flexible for families. With its 
customisable looks, it’s also a more 
practical alternative to the indi-

vidualism of the Mini and Fiat 500.
Launched in 2008, it now also 

gets the petrol power it deserves in 
the form of a new direct-injection 
(GDi) unit developing 138bhp – up 
14bhp on the previous 1.6-litre – 
and a modified version of the exist-
ing diesel developing 126bhp. The 
latter is also available with a six-
speed auto, tested here.

As proved on previous outings, 
the diesel is lively and refined, 
though predictably reined in by  

the auto, which adds £1,100 to  
the price. 

What is impressive, though,  
is the amount of kit gained with  
the smart Hunter spec, which  
includes 18-inch alloys, LED run-
ning lights, powered sunroof, extra 
chrome, electrically-folding door-
mirrors and what I reckon is the 
best reversing camera in the  
business. Why? Because it’s mount-
ed in the rear-view mirror – the 
logical place.

Flying the flag  
for sailing team
DOUBLE Olympic-gold-medalist sailor Sarah 
Ayton OBE rallied extra support for Britain’s 
team at the London Olympics when she visited 
Aylesford Primary School, Maidstone, and the 
nearby Lipscomb Volvo dealership.

It was all part of a nationwide dealership tour 
organised by Volvo 
Car UK to celebrate 
its heritage and 
legacy in British 
sailing – a regular 
success story at the 
Olympics.

Sarah also hoped it 
would raise support 
for the current 
Olympics sailing 
team, even though 
she has now retired 
from competition: “It 
would be great to 
have as much 
support and backing 
from the British 
public as possible and I hope the tour helps 
turn people into armchair sailors.”

After she met more than 70 guests at 
Lipscomb Volvo, dealer principal Mark Stevens 
said: “It was an honour to meet Sarah and we 
wish the Team Volvo sailors the very best of 
luck this summer – we will certainly be 
watching their progress very closely and we 
hope they win gold on home turf.”

Driving appeal:
Image:
Space:
Value:
Reliability:
How green?:
Road tax: £170
Best rival: Citroen C3 Picasso

Kent dealers:
Canterbury Kia 
 08451 282861
Maidstone Kia
 08451 264735

MINI ROAD TEST  KIA SOUL 1.6CRDI HUNTER AUTO: PRICE £17,295

VISIT: Sarah Ayton  
at Lipscomb Volvo
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Scan with your
Smartphone to view 

all our used car stock
with pictures and full

specifications.

Call us NOW for full stock list!

UUUSSEEDD  CCAARR  SSAALLEE

2011 (11) Vauxhall
Corsa SXi Linier 1.2

3 door, 3250 miles, Red
Was £9,995 NOW £9,485

SAVE £510 SAVE £420

2008 (58) Vauxhall
Agila Club CDTi 1.3

14,700 miles, Silver
Was £6,995 NOW £6,575

SAVE £420

2009 (59) New Vauxhall
Astra Exclusiv 1.6

11,600 miles. Silver
Was £8,995 NOW £8,575

SAVE £560

2009 (59) ASTRA SXi
Sports Hatch

37,500 miles, Flame Red
Was £7,995 NOW £7,435
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Clickonline foranewcar
Searchandfind1000sofKentcarsonline

Checkout thepricesofnew
andusedcarvaluations

Search foryour local
cardealer

Find the latestcarreviews
andtestdrivesonnewcars

Getacar loanquoteand
calculateyourrepayments

££

✗

CarsforKent.co.uk
Thesmartwayto findyournextcarKOS MEDIA

Adamsons of Deal and Dover
137a Dover Road, Walmer, Deal, Kent
A family run business serving the area since 1975

Tel: 01304 381 300
Fax: 01304 381 577
www.adamsons-skoda.co.uk

11 Skoda Octavia 1.6 TDi S Hatchback Red, 40,000 miles ........................................................................................................Ł10,995

11 Skoda Octavia 1.6 SE MPi Estate Silver, 11,000 miles ..........................................................................................................Ł10,995

09 Skoda Fabia 3 1.6 16v (105 bhp) 5-dr Estate Metallic Satin Grey, 9,156 miles*, Automatic, Petrol............................Ł9,995

10 Skoda Fabia SE 1.9 Satin Grey, 24,000 miles, Diesel ..................................................................................................................Ł8,995

11 Skoda Fabia 1.2 (70 bhp) SE 5-dr Hatchback Metallic Silver, 6,900 miles*, Manual, Petrol ........................................Ł8,995

07 Skoda Superb 1.9 TDi PD 100 Classic 4-dr Saloon Metallic Brilliant Silver, 38,700 miles*, Manual, Diesel ............Ł7,995

10 Skioda Fabia 1.2 (60 bhp) S 5-dr Hatchback Grey Metallic, 17,500 miles, Manual ........................................................Ł7,495

06 Skoda Octavia 1.9 Ambient DSG TDi Hatchback Cappuccino Beige, FSH, 45,700 miles ..............................................Ł6,495

57 Skoda Fabia 1 1.2 HTP 6v (60 bhp) 5-dr Hatchback Metallic Brilliant Silver, 46,500 miles ..........................................Ł5,495

OTHER MAKES

56 Mazda MX-5 Sport 2.0 Convertible Red, FSH............................................................................................................................Ł6,795

09 Nissan Micra 1.5 DCi 25th Anniversary (86ps) 3-dr Hatchback Metallic Red, 26,116 miles*, Manual Diesel ......Ł6,995

03 Mini Cooper 1.6 3-dr Hatchback Metallic Pure Silver, 60,932 miles*, Manual, Petrol ....................................................Ł5,495

06 Fiat Grande Punto 1.3 16v Multijet 90 Dynamic 3-dr Metallic Alternative Green, 44,500 miles*, Manual, DieselŁ4,495

03 Toyota Corolla 1.8 VVTL-i T Sport 5-dr Metallic Steel Silver, 69,000 miles*, Manual, Petrol ........................................Ł3,995

03 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 Turbo 2-dr Convertible Metallic Carbon Black, 46,000 miles*, Manual, Petrol............................Ł3,995

03 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 Elegance 5-dr Hatchback Mirage, 34,500 miles, Automatic ..............................................................Ł2,795

APPROVED USED SKODAS

EX DEMO’S
61 Skoda Superb SE Plus Hatchback Cappuccino, Sat Nav, Air Con ......................................................................................Ł17,995
61 Skoda Roomster 1.2 Metallic Blue, Automatic ..........................................................................................................................Ł11,995

* Please disregard the mileage unless it is verified by an independant mileage search

_ SOLD _ 

_ SOLD _ 

CARS OF THE WEEK
08   Skoda Fabia VRS2 Red with Black Roof, Alloys, Automatic, 6,000 miles, 2 Years Free Servicing
..................................................................................................................................Ł13,995 OUR PRICE Ł13,495

ARCHANT KOS MEDIA LTD
TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. Advertisements will be accepted only on the express condition that the
advertiser warrants that the advertisement does not in any way contravene any
existing legislation and in particular the Trade and Description Act 1968 and the
Consumer Credit Act 1974.

2. It is the responsibility of all advertisers to ensure that all advertising meets all
forms of government legislation and Archant KOS Media Ltd (the “media
owner”) takes no responsibility for liability in errors and omissions to the
content of our media.

3 All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the
advertisement appears.

4. All rates within the annual advertising agreement will be rate protected for 12
months from the first date of publication under the signed agreement.

5. Any unsuitable material posted on any website belonging to Archant KOS Media
Ltd by the advertiser or any associated third party will be removed or refused.
All passwords and security supplied to the advertiser by Archant KOS Media Ltd
in relation to the use of the posting of material via the media owner’s online
administration tool will be the responsibility of the advertiser. The advertiser
indemnifies Archant KOS Media Ltd against any damages as a result of misuse
of these privileges by either the advertiser or any third party given password
privileges by the advertiser.

6. Archant KOS Media Ltd reserves the right to change passwords intermittently to
ensure the overall and ongoing security of its websites within the public
domain.

7. Copyright and licenses for voice-over/music/photography or film for advertising
promotions or otherwise within the various forms of media in print, online and
moving film owned by Archant KOS Media Ltd must have been sought, verified
or paid for by the advertiser where applicable. Approval or permissions must
have been given by any potential beneficial owner voice-over or music. The
advertiser must be able to verify any statements or claims (promotional or
otherwise) in relation to their products/services promoted within any of the
media offerings belonging to Archant KOS Media Ltd.

8. Where shrinkage of an advertisement occurs for whatever reason, the
advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre where it relates to
the media owner’s printed publications. This will NOT apply to full-page
advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage.

9. Archant KOS Media Ltd reserves the right to omit or refuse any
advertisement/commercial/web content without notice or explanation. In these
terms the word “advertiser” shall be construed to include any person or
organisation placing an advertisement on behalf of another.

10. A guarantee of insertion cannot be given and the media owners shall not be
liable for any loss or damage caused by any error inaccuracy within your
marketing content. In no case shall the total liability of the media owner for any
error or omission exceed the price charged by the media owners for that
advertising.

11. No liability is accepted for any loss or damage alleged to have arisen through
delay in forwarding replies to Box numbers, however caused, nor for the loss or
damage to any artwork supplied.

12 Claims for any error or inaccuracy in your media messages with Archant KOS
Media Ltd must be made in writing to the accounts department within 10 days
of publishing.

13. Archant KOS Media Ltd accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions
made on their websites by the advertiser.

14. Archant KOS Media Ltd has the right to cancel the advertiser’s annual
membership without notice should the advertiser deliberately publish out of
date material or content on any of the media owner’s online digital platforms.
Archant KOS Media Ltd will seek to recover, in full, all outstanding invoices in
relation to the signed annual membership as a result of the advertiser’s
negligence in this regard and reserves the right to claim damages for any
potential vexatious action via the advertiser.

15. Advertisers are requested to check their advertisements after the first insertion.
The media owner will not be responsible for any errors on subsequent
insertions, which have not been advised to them in writing.

16. A minimum of one month’s notice must be given in writing for any cancellation
of the signed annual advertiser’s agreement. Upon cancellation, all discounts
from Archant KOS Media’s standard effective media advertising rate card (July
2008-June 2009) will be recalculated and adjusted accordingly in line with
Archant KOS Media’s standard media rate card (effective July 2008-June 2009)
and will reflect the revised length of commitment denoted by the advertiser’s
written cancellation. Any surcharges, refunds or costs in relation to the
production of the advertiser’s TV commercial for the commitment set out within
the advertiser’s agreement will be met in full by the advertiser as per Archant
KOS Media’s standard media advertising rate card (July 2008-June 2009).
Discounts will be reapplied and any refunds or surcharges will be paid by either
party within 30 days of the advertiser’s written cancellation. Any other
advertising placed must give a minimum of seven days’ written notice and any
discounts given for series bookings will be forfeited by the advertiser upon
cancellation.

17 Seasonal contracts, Your Professional classified advertisements or any uplift
advertising within the annual contract with the advertiser will be invoiced in full
- at rate card - on receipt of any written cancellation of this contract within the
12-months.

18. All uplift advertisements must be booked in at least three months in advance of
publication and will be subject to availability. All dates booked will be on a
firstcome, first-served basis.

19. The advertiser must agree to the date and time of filming of any online TV
advertising commercial supplied by Archant KOS Media Ltd within the
advertiser’s agreement, (Platinum, Gold, Silver standard of commercial).
Should, for any reason, the advertiser not be available at the agreed time
without giving sufficient notice (at least 48 hours), Archant KOS Media Ltd
reserves the right to charge for any further TV production at its standard
published hourly rate should the advertiser still wish to use Archant KOS Media
Ltd’s production services to complete its TV commercial or photographic
imagery included in the advertiser’s agreement. The advertiser will approve and
accept that there are only two choices of voice-over and music offered by
Archant KOS Media Ltd. Should an advertiser wish to use other voice-overs or
non-copyright free music it is the responsibility of the advertiser to pay the PRS
rights should they be required to do so. Any changes to or failure to approve
the TV production by the deadlines agreed between both parties will result in
Archant KOS Media Ltd being given permission by the advertiser to replace the
TV commercial with pictures or stills from a choice of photography supplied by
the media owner until the advertiser can supply a TV commercial produced at
their own cost and risk outside of this agreement. The advertiser also accepts
and agrees that this action would not reduce the value or cost of their
membership. Any cost of changes required to the TV commercial throughout
the advertiser’s agreement will be borne by the advertiser outside of this
agreement.

20. Each advertiser accepts that their ranking and position within Archant KOS
Media Ltd’s search engine will be equal to those within their category (Platinum,
Gold, Silver, Bronze, etc) other than they will be ranked based on the search
engine criteria of optimisation within their level (Platinum, Gold, Silver or
Bronze).

21. Any delivery claims made by the advertiser or discount vouchers published
within the print or online media of Archant KOS Media Ltd and any action as a
result of the public or otherwise is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Any
claims resulting from this via Archant KOS Media Ltd must be met by the
advertiser.

22. a. All credit accounts due for payment shall be notified to the Advertiser by the
30th day following the date of the invoice, time to be of the essence. All sums
due to Archant KOS Media Ltd shall be paid in full, and the Advertiser shall have
no right of set off in any circumstances.
b. In the event that payment is not received by Archant KOS Media Ltd or RBS
Factoring by the due date, the media owner shall be entitled to suspend all
further advertising until payment is received and/or repudiate the contract and
make any surcharges for breaking the contract.
c. In the event that payment is not received by Archant KOS Media Ltd by the
due date, the media owner reserves the right to charge interest on all overdue
balances calculated on a daily basis at the rate of two per cent above the
minimum lending rate of National Westminster Bank Plc from time to time in
force.
d. Not withstanding anything in these terms and conditions or implied to the
contrary, in the event of the Advertiser ceasing to use the services of Archant
Archant KOS Media Ltd (for whatever reason), the whole amount of monies due
from the Advertiser to the date of cessation shall fall due for immediate
payment.
e. The Advertiser will be liable for all costs incurred by Archant KOS Media Ltd
in the recovery of debts not paid by the due date.
f. Payment may be made by cheque, credit transfer, direct debit, cash and any
major credit card.

23. Any discount which Archant KOS Media Ltd may have agreed with the
Advertiser shall be forfeited in the event of failure by the Advertiser to complete
the contract or to meet the above credit terms.

24. Advertising Agency commission will be allowed to those advertisers recognised
by the Newspaper Society, but shall not exceed ten per cent and will be subject
to the terms of that recognition. This commission will not be allowed if the
Advertising Agency fails to meet the terms.

25. All private advertisements and certain categories as laid down by Archant KOS
Media (Publishing) Ltd must be prepaid.

26 The Advertiser agrees to indemnify Archant KOS Media Ltd in respect of all
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the media owners or any of the
companies within the Archant KOS Media Group as the result of legal action or
threatened legal action or threatened legal arising from the publication of any
advertisement or advertising promotion.

27. An order for an advertisement shall amount to acceptance of these terms and
conditions, and any condition placed on an order by an Advertiser shall be null
and void in so far as it conflicts with them.

28 Copyright in advertisements produced wholly or partially by the media owners
belong to Archant KOS Media Ltd. Advertisers may not reproduce such
advertisements without the media owner’s written consent.

All terms and conditions stated above are in place to protect the advertiser, the
media owner and the communities they serve within the public domain as well as
the beneficial rights of individuals and organisations. Archant KOS Media will
endeavour to always act reasonably in applying its terms and conditions.
Effective from June 2008

Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR
Tel 01303 817040 Fax 01303 817004

Email: info@kosmedia.co.uk

TERMS & CONDITIONS

Award winning publications
www.kentnews.co.uk
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SERVICING (upto 3 years old)
Under 1599cc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £125
1600cc - 1999cc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £145
2000cc - 2299cc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £165

SERVICING (over 3 years old)
Under 1599cc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £89
1600cc - 1999cc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £109
2000cc - 2299cc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £130

MOT TEST (when done with service)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£30
ANTI-FREEZE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£35
AIR CON REGAS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£49
TYRES (free fitting, valve & balance)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £29
BATTERIES (3 year warranty)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from £59

For vehicles over 2300cc please call for a quote, all offers are for a limited time only.
Terms and conditions apply

Driven by Value!
412 Northdown Rd, Cliftonville, Margate CT9 3PG

www.palmbay.co.uk
Offers are for a limited time only. Terms and conditions apply. Please visit our website for further information.

YOUR ‘ALL MAKES’ SERVICE CENTRE IN THANET
YOUR ‘ALL MAKES’ SERVICE CENTRE IN THANET

• KIA  •  HYUNDAI  •  VOLKSWAGON  •  CHEVROLET • 
• CITREON  •  FIAT  •  HONDA  •  TOYOTA  •  MAZDA •

• FORD  •  AUDI  •  VOLVO  •  MINI  •  VAUXHALL •

Specialising
in Cambelt
Replacement
• Vehicle Servicing
• General Repairs 
• Cambelt Replacements
• 10% discount with this advert
• All repair work guaranteed
• Local collection and delivery

available

01227 860859 info@jdcambelts.co.uk
www.jdcambelts.co.uk

Specialising
in Cambelt
Replacement

newspapers • magazines • online • events • mobile and iPad

To advertise in this section
Call 01303 817150

BE PART 

OF YOUR
COMMUNITY

Advertise
here
Call

01303
817056
www.

kentnews
.co.uk

To advertise 

in this section

01303
817135

Advertise your 

car for sale
free online

Visit CarsforKent.co.uk and sell your

car on Kent’s leading motoring website

For private advertisers, selling up to £4,000




